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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION. 


SENATE. 


MONDAY, December 7, 1896. 


The first Monday of December being the day 55 by the 
Constitution of the United States for the annual meeting of Con- 
Sep mio second session of the Fifty-fourth Congress commenced 

The ——— assembled in its Chamber at the Capitol. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT of the United States (Hon. ADLAI E. 
STEVENSON, of the State of Illinois) called the Senate to order at 
12 o’clock meridian. ; 

PRAYER.. 

Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D., Chaplain to the Senate, offered the 
following prayer: 

O Thou whose eyes are upon Thy people and whose ears are 
open unto their prayer, most heartily we thank Thee that since 
last we met in this tly the = of death has touched no man 
Whose seat is upon the floor. e bless Thee that so many of the 
members of the Senate are here again, in health and strength, 
ready for their msible and arduous labors. Guard them dur- 
ing the session, and their households, from harm and evil of every 
kind. Guide them in their counsels, and bring them to the best and 
happiest result. 

. Most humbly and earnestly we pray that Thy blessing may rest 
upon Thine honored servant, our beloved friend, the senior Senator 
from Iowa. Restore him to perfect health and soundness, and 
bring him speedily to his seat upon this floor in his accustomed 

ower. 

: We offer to Thee our peers thanksgivings, O God, the Ruler 
of the world and the affairs of men, that ran energetic and 
exciting canvass, free from much of the personal rancor, vitu- 
peration, and scandal mongering of earlier years, the land is 
quiet and at rest, accepting the ballot of the nation and returning 
into ways of orderly living. 

We pray, O Lord, that Thy blessing may rest upon all our 
ple. Keep us in peace with all nations. osper us in our indus- 
tries, and grant that all sorts and conditions of men, our rulers 
and their constituents, the farmers and merchants, the owners 
of mills and mines, the captains of industry, the workmen, the 
conductors and the writers for the press, the teachers and the stu- 
dents in our institutions, the White and the black, the native born 
and the ste pee may be knitted more and more closely together 
in the grand brotherhood of American citizenship. 

May the flame of patriotism burn more brightly and gloriousl: 
in the breast of the nation, and may we rise by Thy guidance an 
support to higher levels of civilization, and own ourselves the sub- 
goa of Him, the first begotten from the dead, the Prince of the 
pad of the earth, in whose hallowed name we humbly pray, 

en. 


SENATORS PRESENT. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The roll of Senators will be called 
by the Secretary. 

The Secretary (Mr. WILLIAM R. Cox) called the roll, and the 
following Senators answered to their names: 

From the State of— 

Alabama—John T. Morgan and James L. Pugh. 

Arkansas—James H. Berry and James K. Jones. 

California—George C. Perkins. 

Colorado—Ed O. Wolcott. 

Connecticut—Joseph R. Hawley and Orville H. Platt. 

Delaware—George Gray. 

Florida—Wilkinson Call and Samuel Pasco. 

Georgia—Augustus O. Bacon and John B. Gordon, 

Idaho—F red T. Dubois and George L. Shoup. 

Illinois—Shelby M. Cullom and John M. Palmer, 

Indiana—David Turpie and Daniel W. Voorhees. 

Iowa—John H. Gear. i 

Kansas—Lucien Baker and William A. Peffer. 

Kentucky—Joseph C. S. Blackburn. 

Maine — William P. Frye and Eugene Hale. 

Maryland Charles H. Gibson and Arthur P. Gorman. 

Massachusetts George F. Hoar and Henry Cabot Lodge, 

Michigan—Julius C. Burrows and James McMillan. 

Minnesota—Cushman K. Davis and Knute Nelson. 

Mississippi Edward C. Walthall. 

Missouri Francis M. Cockrell and George G. Vest. 

Montana Thomas H. Carter and Lee Mantle. . 

Nebraska—W illiam V. Allen and John M. Thurston. 

New Hampshire—William E. Chandler and Jacob H. Gallinger, 

New Jersey—William J. Sewell and James Smith, jr. 

New York—David B. Hill and Edward Murphy, jr. 

North Carolina—Jeter C. Pritchard. 

North Dakota—Henry C. Hansbrough and William N. Roach. 

Ohio—Calvin S. Brice and John Sherman. 

Oregon—John H. Mitchell. 

Pennsylvania—James Donald Cameron and Matthew S. Quay. 

Rhode Island—Nelson W. Aldrich and George P. Wetmore. 

South Carolina—Benjamin R. Tillman. 

South Dakota—James H. Kyle and R. F. Pettigrew. 

Tennessee—W illiam B. Bate and Isham G. Harris, 

Texas—Horace Chilton and Roger Q. Mills. 

Utah—Frank J. Cannon. 

Vermont—Justin S. Morrill and Redfield Proctor. 

Virginia—John W. Daniel and Thomas S. Martin. 

Washington—W atson C. Squire and John L. Wilson. 

West Virginia—Stephen B. Elkins and Charles J. Faulkner, 

Wisconsin—John L. Mitchell and William F. Vilas, 

Wyoming—Clarence D, Clark, 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. Seventy-five Senators have answered 
to their names. A quorum is present. 

Mr. WALTHALL. I desire to state that ie Gh ea tad [Mr. 
GEORGE] is absent on account of sickness. L ask that he be g-anted 
an indefinite leave of absence. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and an indefinite leave of absence is granted to the senior 
Senator from Mississippi. 

NOTIFICATION TO THE HOUSE. 

Mr. CULLOM submitted the following resolution; which was 

considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House of Representatives that a 
uorum of the Senate is assembled, and that the Senate is ready to proceed 


business. 
HOUR OF MEETING. 
On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 
Ordered, That the hour of the daily meeting of the Senate be 12 o'clock m. 
until otherwise ordered. 
NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee consisting of two Senators be appointed, to 

oin such committee as may be appointed by the House of Representatives, 

wait upon the President of the United States and inform him that a quo- 

rum of each House is assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any 
communication he may be pleased to make. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the committee on the part of the Senate; and Mr. SHERMAN 
and Mr. SMITH were appointed. 

RECESS. 

Mr. HOAR (at12o0’clockand16 minutes p. m.). I move that the 
Senate take a recess until 1 o’clock. ; 

The motion was agreed to; and at the expiration of the recess 
(at 1 o'clock p. m.), the Senate reassembled. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


At 1 o'clock and 1 minute p. m. Mr. WILLIAM J. BROWNING, the 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, appeared below the 
bar of the Senate and delivered the following message: 

Mr. President, Iam directed by the House of Representatives to 
inform the Senate that a quorum of the House of resentatives 
has appeared, and that the House is ready to to business. 

I am further directed to inform the Senate that the House has 
passed the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of three members be bon: ne nay on the of 
the House, to join such committee as may be appoin’ the Senate, to wait 
upon the President of the United States and inform him that a quorum of the 
two Houses has assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any commu- 
nication he may have to make. 


I am also directed to inform the Senate that the Speaker has 
appointed Mr. Cannon, Mr. PAYNE, and Mr. TURNER of Georgia 
as the committee on the part of the House. 

RECESS. 

Mr. MORRILL (at 1 o’clock and 2 minutes p. m.). I move that 
the Senate take a further recess of thirty minutes. 

The motion was agreed to; and at the expiration of the recess (at 
1 o’clock and 82 minutes p. m.) the Senate reassembled, when, on 
motion of Mr. ALDRICH, a er recess was taken until 1 o’clock 
and 45 minutes p. m. 

NOTIFIGATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. SMITH, the ttee appointed in con- 
junction with a similar committee of the House of resentatives 
to gray 7209 the President of the United States, appeared below 

ê bar, an 


enjoy popular rule have been again made manifest. A political 
contest involving momentous consequences, fraught with feverish 
apprehension, and creating a iveness sointenseas to approach 
bitterness and passion, has been Tagon throughout our land, and 
determined by the decree of free and independent suffrage, with- 
out disturbance of our tranquillity or the least sign of weakness 
in our national structure. 

When we consider these incidents and contemplate the peaceful 
obedience and manly submission which have succeeded a heated 
clash of political opinions, we discover abundant evidence of a 
determination on the part of our countrymen to abide by every 
verdict of the popular will, and to be controlled at all times by 
an abiding faith in the agencies established for the direction of 
the affairs of their Government. 

Thus our people exhibit a- patriotic disposition which entitles 
them to demand of those who undertake to make and execute 
their laws such faithful and unselfish service in their behalf as 
can only be prompted by a serious appreciation of the trust and 
confidence which the acceptance of public duty invites. 

In obedience to a constitutional requirement, I herein submit 
to the Congress certain information concerning national affairs, 
with the suggestion of such legislation as in my judgment is 
necessary and e ient. To secure brevity and avoid tiresome 
narration, I shall omit many details concerning matters within 
Federal control, which, though by no means unimportant, are 
more profitably discussed in departmental reports. I shall also 
further curtail this communication by omitting a minute recital 
of N incidents connected with our foreign relations 
which have heretofore found a place in Executive messages, but 
are now contained in a report of the Secretary of State, which is 
herewith submitted. 

At the outset of a reference to the more important matters af- 
fecting our relations with foreign powers, it would afford me sat- 
isfaction if I couldassure the Congress that the disturbed condition 
in Asiatic Turkey had during the past year assumed a less hideous 
and bloody aspect, and that either as a consequence of the awaken- 
ing of the Turkish Government to the demands of humane ċivili- 
zation, or as the result of decisive action on the part of the great 
nations having the right by treaty to interfere for the protection 
of those exposed to the rage of mad bigotry and cruel fanaticism, 
the shocking features of the situation had been mitigated. Instead, 
however, of welcoming a softened disposition or protective inter- 
vention, we have been afflicted by continued and not unfrequent 
reportsof the wanton destruction of homes and the bloody butchery 
of men, women, and children, made martyrs to their profession of 
Christian faith. 

While none of our citizens in Turkey have thus far been killed 
or wounded, though often in the midst of dreadful scenes of dan- 
ger, their safety in the future is by no meansassured. Our Goy- 
ernment at home and our minister at Constantinople have left 
nothing undone to protect our missionaries in Ottoman territory, 
who constitute nearly all the individuals residing there who have 
a right to claim our protection on the score of American citizen- 
ship. Our efforts in this direction will not be relaxed; but the 
deep feeling and sympathy that have been aroused among our 
ppe ought not to so far blind their reason and judgment as to 

them to demand impossible things. The outbreaks of blind 

which lead to murder and pillage in Turkey occur suddenly 
and without notice, and an attempt on our part to force such a 
hostile presence there as might be effective for prevention or pro- 
tection would not only be resisted by the Ottoman Government, 
but would be regarded as an interruption of their plans by the 
great nations who assert their exclusive right to intervene in their 
own time and method for the security of life and property in 


Mr. SHERMAN said: Mr. President, the committee appunto Turke; 


to wait upon the President of the United States and inform 

that a quorum of each House has assembled and that Congress is 

ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to make, 

have performed that duty, and the President replied that he would 

immediately communicate to each House a message in writing. 
PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


At 1 o’clock and 47 minutes p. m. Mr. O. L. PRUDEN, one of the 
secretaries of the President of the United States, appeared below 
the bar, and said: 

Mr. President, I am directed by the President of the United 
States to deliver to the Senate a message in writin: 


The message was received from the secretary and handed to the 
Vice-President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
message of the President of the United S which the Secretary 


will read. 

The Secretary read the message, as follows: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

As representatives of the people in the legislative branch of their 
Government, you have assembled at a time when the strength and 
excellence of our free institutions and the fitness of our citizens to 


y. 

Several naval vessels are stationed in the Mediterranean as a 
measure of caution and to furnish all possible relief and refuge in 
case of emergency. 

We have made claims against the Turkish Government for the 

illage and destruction of missionary property at Harpoot and 
Marash during uprisings at those places. us far the validity of 
these demands has not been admitted, though our minister, prior 
to such outrages and in anticipation of danger, demanded protec- 
tion for the persons and property of our missionary citizens in the 
localities mentioned, and notwithstanding that strong evidence 
exists of actual complicity of Turkish soldiers in the work of 
destruction and robbery. í 

The facts as they now appear do not yo us to doubt the jus- 
tice of these claims, and nothing will be omitted to bring about 
their prompt settlement. 

A number of Armenian refugees having arrived at our 
ports, an order has lately been obtained from the Turkish Gov- 
ernment permitting the wives and children of such refugees 
to join them here, It is ho that hereafter no obstacle 

ill be interposed to prevent the escape of all those who seek 
3 the perils Which threaten them in Turkish domin- 


1896. 
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Our eerie: apr ys consul to Erzerum is at his post and dis- 
charging the duties of his office, though for some unaccountable 
reason his formal uatur from the Sultan has not been issued. 

I do not believe that the present somber prospect in Turkey will 
be long permitted to offend the sight of Christendom. It so mars 
the humane and enlightened civilization that belongs to the close 
of the nineteenth century that it seems hardly possible that the 
earnest demand of good people throughout the Christian world 
for its corrective treatment will remain unansw. 

The insurrection in Cuba still continues with all its perplexities. 
It is difficult to perceive that any ess has thus far been made 
toward the pacification of the 2 5 or that the situation of af- 
fairs as depicted in my last annual m has in the least im- 
proved. If Spain still holds Habana and the seaports and all the 
considerable towns, the insurgents still roam at will over at least 
two-thirds of the inland country. If the determination of Spain 
to put down the insurrection seems but to strengthen with the 
lapse of time, and is evinced by her unhesitating devotion of 
largely increased military and naval forces to the task, there is 
much reason to believe that the insurgents have gained in point 
of numbers, and character, and resources, and are none the less 
inflexible in their resolve not to succumb, without practically se- 
curing the great objects for which they took up arms. If Spain 
has not yet reestablished her authority, neither have the insurgents 

et made good their title to be regarded as an independent state. 
hers as the contest has gone on, the pretense that civil govern- 
ment exists on the island, except so far as Spain is able to main- 
tain it, has been practically abandoned. Spain does keep on foot 
such a government, more or less imperfectly, in the large towns 
and their immediate suburbs. But, that pics rg being made, 
=~ Snie country is mange given oe 5 anarchy = subject to 

e military occupation of one or the other party. is reported, 
indeed. on ahis. authority that, at the demand of the com- 
mander in chief of the insurgent army, the putative Cuban gov- 
ernment has now given up all attempt to exercise its functions, 
leaving that government confessedly (what there is the best reason 
for supposing it always to have been in fact) a government merely 
on paper. 

ere the Spanish armies able to meet their antagonists in the 
open, or in pitched battle, prompt and decisive results might be 
looked for, and the immense superiority of the S forces in 
numbers, discipline, and ig areas could 
bres Bes their advantage. But they are called upon to face a foe 

eee eee that can choose and does choose 

its own ground, that from the nature of the country is visible or 
invisible at pleasure, and that fights only from ambuscade and 
when all the advan of position and numbers are on its side. 
In a country where that is indispensable to life in the way of 
food, clothing, and shelter is so easily obtainable, especially by those 
born and bred on the soil, it is obvious that there is hardly a limit 
to the time during which hostilities of this sort may be prolonged. 
Meanwhile, asin all cases of protracted civil e, the passions 
of the combatants grow more and more inflamed and excesses on 
both sides become more frequent and more deplorable. They are 
also participated in by bands of marauders, who, now in the name 
of one party and now in the name of the other, as may best suit 
the occasion, harry the country at will and plunder its wretched 
inhabitants for their own advantage. Such a condition of thi 
would inevitably entail immense ion of property even 
it were 1 to prevent it as far as ica- 
ble. But while such seemed to be the original policy of the Span- 
ish Government, it has now F agra oe it and is acting 
ERON Se taroa PEOI SA e nts, namely, that the exigen- 

of the contest require the wholesale annihilation of property, 
that it may not prove of use and advantage to the enemy. 

It is to the same end that in pursuance of general orders 
Spanish garrisons are now being withdrawn from plantations 
and the rural population required to concentrate itself in the 
towns. The sure result would seem to be that the industrial 
value of the island is fast diminishing, and that unless there is a 
speedy and radical change in existing conditions it will soon dis- 
ap al . That value consists very largely, of course 
in its ca ty to produce sugar—a 8 already much reduced 


by the interruptions to tillage which have taken place during the | of 


last two years. It is reliably asserted that should these inter- 
ruptions continue during the current year and practically exten 
as is now threatened, to the entire sugar- ucing 8 
the island, so much time and so much money will be required to 
restore the land to its normal productiveness that it is extremely 
doubtful if oantal can be induced to even make the attempt. 

The spectacle of the utter ruin of an adjoining country, b; 
nature one of the most fertile and charming on the globe, woul 
engage the serious attention of the Goyernment and people of the 
United States in any circumstances. In point of fact, they have 
a concern with it which is by no means of a wholly sentimental 
or philanthropic character. It lies so near to us as to be hardly 
separated from our territory. Our actual pecuniary interest in it 


y fail to tell’) 


is second only to that of the people and Government of Spain. It 
is reasonably estimated that at least from $30,000,000 to $50,000,000 
of American capital are invested in plantations and in railroad, 
mining, and other business enterprises on the island. The vol- 
ume of trade between the United States and Cuba, which in 1889 
amounted to about $64,000,000, rose in 1893 to about $103,000,000, 
and in 1894, the year before the present insurrection broke out, 
amounted to nearly $96,000,000. Besides this largo uniary 
stake in the fortunes of Cuba, the United States finds itself inex- 
tricably involved in the present contestin other ways both vex- 
atious and y. 

Many Cubans reside in this country and indirectly promote the 
insurrection t the press, by public 8 the pur- 
chase and shipment of arms, by the raising of funds, and by other 
means, which the spirit of our institutions and the tenor of our 
laws do not permit to be made the subject of criminal prosecutions, 
Some of them, though Cubans at heart and in all their feeli 
and interests, have taken out papers as naturalized citizens of 
United States, a proceeding resorted to with a view to possible pro- 
tection by this Government, and not unnaturally regarded with 
much indignation by the country of their origin. The insurgents 
are undoubtedly e; and supported by the widespread sym- 
pathy the people of this country always and instinctively feel for 
every struggle for better and freer government, and which, in the 
case of the more adventurous and restless elements of our popula- 
tion, leads in only too many instances to active and personal par- 
ticipation in the contest. e result is that this Government is 
constantly called upon to protect American citizens, to claim dam- 
ages for injuries to persons and property, now estimated at many 
millions of dollars, and to ask explanations and apologies for the 
acts of Spanish officials, whose zeal for the repression of rebellion 
sometimes blinds them to the immunities belonging to the unof- 
fending citizens of a friendly power. It follows from the same 
causes that the United States is compelled to actively police a long 
line of seacoast against unlawful expeditions, the escape of whi 
the utmost vigilance will not always suffice to prevent. 

These inevitable entanglements of the United States with the 
rebellion in Cuba, the 1: American property interests affected, 
and considerations of Philanthropy and humanity in general 
have led to a vehement demand in various quarters for some sort 
of panye intervention on the part of the United States. It was 
at first proposed that belligerent rights should be accorded to the 
insurgents—a proposition no longer urged because untimely and 
in practical operation clearly peri and injurious to our own 
ig tasependante of sks DASE aisha recagstens PO 

e independence o insurgents sho 
imperfect and restricted as the Spanish government of the island 
may be, no other exists there—unless the will of the military 
officer in temporary command of a icular district can be dig- 
. government. It is now also that 
the United States should buy the island—a suggestion 8 

esire 


denied. The United States has nevertheless a character to main- 
tain as a nation, which plainly dictates that right and not might 
should be the rule of its conduct. Further, ugh the Uni 
States is not a nation to which is a necessity, it is in truth 
the most pacific of powers, and desires nothing so much as to live 
in amity with all the world. Its own ample and diversified do- 
mains satisfy all possible longings for territory, preclude all 
dreams of conquest, and prevent any casting of covetous eyes u 
neighboring regions, however attractive. That our conduct 
toward Spain and her dominions has constituted no exception to 
this national disposition is made manifest by the course of our 
Government, not only thus far waxing the present insurrection, 
but during the ten years that followed the rising at Yara in 1868, 
No other great power, it may safely be said, under circumstan 
similar exity, would have manifested the same restrai 
and the same paa endurance. It may also be said that this 
8 attitude of the United States toward Spain in connec- 
ion with Cuba unquestionably evinces no slight and re- 
gara for Spain on the part of the American people. ey in truth 
o not forget her connection with the discovery of the Western 
Hemisphere, nor do they underestimate the great qualities of the 
Spanish people, nor fail to fully recognize their splendid patriot- 


ism and their chivalrous devotion to the national honor. 

They view with wonder and admiration the cheerful resolution 
with which vast bodies of men are sent across thousands of miles 
of ocean, and an enormous debt accumulated, that the costly pos- 

ion of the Gem of the Antilles ayo hold its place in the 
panish Crown. And yet neither the 


vernment nor the people 
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of the United States have shut their eyes to the course of events 
in Cuba, nor have failed to realize the existence of conceded griev- 
ances, which have led to the present revolt from the authority of 
Spain—grievances recognized by the Queen Regent and by the 
Cortes, voiced by the most patriotic and enlightened of Spanish 
statesmen, without regard to party, and demonstrated by reforms 
proposed by the executive and approved by the legislative branch 
of the Spanish Government. It is in the assumed temper and dis- 

ition of the Spanish Government to remedy these grievances, 
Fortified by indications of influential public opinion in Spain, that 
this Government has hoped to discover the most promising and 
effective means of composing the present strife, with honor and 
advantage to Spain and with the achievement of all the reasonable 
objects of the insurrection. 

t would seem that if Spain should offer to Cuba genuine auton- 
omy—a measure of home rule which, while preserving the sover- 
eignty of Spain, would satisfy all rational requirements of her 
Spanish subjects—there should be no just reason why the pacifi- 
cation of the island might not be effected on that basis. Sucha 
result would appear to be in the true interest of all concerned. 
It would at once stop the conflict which is now consuming the 
resources of the island and making it worthless for whichever 
party may ultimately prevail. It would keep intact the posses- 
sions of in without touching her honor, which will be con- 
sulted rather than impugned by the adequate redress of admitted 

ievances. It would put the prosperity of the island and the 

‘ortunes of its inhabitants within their own control, without sev- 
ering the natural and ancient ties which bind them to the mother 
country, and would yet enable them to test their capacity for self- 
government under the most favorable conditions. It has been 
objected on the one side that Spain should not promise autonomy 
until her insurgent subjects lay down their arms; on the other 
side, that promised autonomy, however liberal, is insufficient, 
because without assurance of the promise naing fulfilled. 

But the reasonableness of a requirement by in, of uncondi- 
tional surrender on the part of the insurgent Cubans before their 
autonomy is conceded, is not altogether 5 It ignores 
important features of the situation—the stability two years’ dura- 
tion has given to the insurrection; the feasibility of its indefinite 
prolongation in the nature of things, and as shown by past expe- 
rience; the utterand imminentruin of the island, unless the pres- 
ent strife is speedily composed; above all, the rank abuses which 
all ies in Spain, all branches of her Government, and all her 
leading public men concede to exist and profess a desire to remove. 
Facing such circumstances, to withhold the proffer of needed 
reforms until the parties demanding them put themselves at 
mercy by throwing down their arms, has the ap ance of neg- 
lecting the gravest of perils and inviting suspicion as to the sin- 
cerity of any professed willingness to grant reforms, The 
objection on behalf of the insurgents—that promised reforms can 


not be relied upon—must of course be considered, though we. 


have no right to assume, and no reason for assuming, that any- 
thing Spain undertakes to do for the relief of Cuba will not be 
done according to both the spirit and the letter of the undertaking. 
Nevertheless, realizing that suspicions and precautions on the 
part of the weaker of two combatants are always natural and 
not always unjustifiable—being sincerely desirous in the interest 
of both as well as on its own account that the Cuban problem 
should be solved with the least possible delay—it was intimated 
by this Government to the Government of Spain some months 
ago that, if a satisfactory measure of home rule were tendered 
the Cuban insurgents, and would be accepted by them upon a 
ranty of its execution, the United States would endeavor to 
find a not objectionable to Spain of 55 guar- 
anty. ile no definite response to this intimation yet been 
received from the Spanish Government, it is believed to be not 
altogether unwelcome, while, as already suggested, no reason is 
received why it should not be approved by the insurgents. 
Neither party can fail to see the importance of early action and 
both must realize that to prolong the present state of things for 
even a short period will add enormously to the time and labor and 
expenditure 1 to bring about the industrial recuperation 
of the island. It is therefore fervently hoped on all grounds that 
earnest efforts for healing the breach between Spain and the in- 
surgent Cubans, upon the lines above indicated, may be at once 
inaugurated and pushed to an immediate and successful issue. 
The friendly offices of the United States, either in the manner 
above outlined or in any other way consistent with our Constitu- 
tion and laws, will always be at the disposal of either party. 
Whatever circumstances may arise, our policy and our interests 
would constrain us to object to the acquisition of the island or an 
interference with its control by any other power. 
It should be added that it can not be reasonably assumed that 
the hitherto expectant attitude of the United States will be indef- 
itely maintained. While we are anxious to accord all due phen 
the sovereignty of Spain, we can not view the-pending conflict 


in all its features and properly apprehend our ei close re- 


lations to it and its possible results without considering that by the 
course of events we may be drawn into such an unusual and un- 
5 condition as will fix a limit to our patient waiting for 

pain to end the contest, either alone and in her own way or with 
our friendly cooperation, 

When the inability of Spain to deal successfully with the insur- 
rection has become manifest and it is demonstrated that her sov- 
ereignty is extinct in Cuba for all p of its rightful existence 
and when a hopeless struggle for its reestablishment has degener- 
ated into a strife which means nothing more than the useless sacri- 
fice of human life and the utter destruction of the very subject- 
matter of the conflict, a situation will be presented in which our 
obligations to the sovereignty of Spain will be superseded by higher 
obligations, which we can hardly hesitate to recognize and dis- 
charge. Deferring the choice of ways and methods until the time 
for action arrives, we should make them depend upon the precise 
conditions then existing; and they should not be determined upon 
without giving careful heed to every consideration involving our 
honor and interest or the international duty we owe to Spain. 
Until we face the contingencies suggested, or the situation is by 
other incidents imperatively changed, we should continue in the 
line of conduct heretofore pursued, thus in all circumstances ex- 
hibiting our obedience to the requirements of public law and our 
regard for the duty enjoined upon us by the position we occupy in 
the family of nations, : 

A contemplation of emergencies that may arise should plainl 
lead us to avoid their creation, either through a careless disre 
of present duty or even an undue stimulation and ill-timed ex- 
pression of feeling. But I have deemed it not amiss to remind 
the Congress that a time may arrive when a correct. policy and 
care for our interests, as well as a regard for theinterests of other 
nations and their citizens, joined by considerations of humani 
and a desire to see a rich and fertile country, intimately rela 
to us, saved from complete devastation, will constrain our Govern- 
ment to such action as will subserve the interests thus involved 
and at the same time promise to Cuba and its inhabitants an 
opportunity to enjoy the blessings of peace. 

he Venezuelan boundary question has ceased to be a matter 
of difference between Great Britain and the United States, their 
respective Governments having agreed upon the substantial pro- 
visions of a treaty between Great Britain and Venezuela submit- 
ting the whole controversy to arbitration. The provisions of the 
treaty are so N just and fair that the assent of Venezuela 
thereto may confidently be anticipated. 

Negotiations for a treaty of general arbitration for all differ- 
ences between Great Britain and the United States are far ad- 
vanced and promise to reach a successful consummation at an 
early date. 

e scheme of examining applicants for certain consular posi- 
tions, to test their competency and fitness, adopted under an Ex- 
ecutive order issued on the 20th of September, 1895, has fully 
demonstrated the usefulness of this innovation. In connection 
with this plan of examination, promotions and transfers of desery- 
ing Hi ie have been quite extensively made, with excellent 
results. 

During the past year 35 appointments have been made in the 
consular service, 27 of which were made to fill vacancies caused 
by death or resignation or to supply newly created posts, 2 to suc- 
ceed incumbents removed for cause, 2 for the AS pee of displacing 
alien consular officials by American citizens, and 4 merely chang- 
ing the official title of incumbent from commercial agent to consul. 
Twelve of these appointmen were transfers or promotions from 
other positions under the Department of Statem of those appointed 
had rendered previous service under the Department, 8 were made 
of persons who passed a satisfactory examination, 7 were ap- 
pointed to places not included in the order of September 20, 1895, 
ana 4 appointments, as above stated, involved no change of incum- 

mcy. 

The ge: pi of consular offices provided for by an 1 
tion for that Ped aad at the last session of the Con s has n 
productive of such wholesome effects that I hope this important 
work will in the future be continued. I know of nothing that can 
be done with the same slight expense so improving to the service. 

I desire to repeat the recommendation contained in my last an- 
nual message, in favor of providing at public expense official resi- 
dences for our ambassadors and ministers at foreign capitals, 
The reasons supporting this recommendation are strongly stated 
in the report of the Secretary of State, and the subject seems of 
such importance that I hope it may receive the early attention of 
the Congress. 

We have during the last year labored faithfully and against 
unfavorable conditions to secure better preservation of seal life 
inthe BeringSea. Both the United States and Great Britain have 
lately dispatched commissioners to these waters to study th 
habits and condition of the seal herd and the causes of their apid 
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decrease. Upon the reports of these commissioners, soon to be 
submitted, and with the exercise of patience and good sense on 
the part of all interested parties, it is earnestly hoped that 3 
cooperation may be secured for the protection inst threaten 
extinction of seal life in the northern Pacific and Bering Sea. 

The Secretary of the Treasury reports that during the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1896, the receipts of the Government from all 
sources amounted to $409,475,408.78. During the same period its 
expenditures were $434,678,654.48, the excess of e nditures over 
receipts thus amounting to $25,203,245.70. The ordinary expendi- 
tures during the year were $4,015,852.21 less than during the pre- 
ceding fiscal year. Of the receipts mentioned there was derived 
from customs the sum of $160,021,751.67 and from internal reye- 
nue $146,830,615.66. The receipts from customs show an increase 
of $7,863,134.22 over those from the same source for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1895, and the receipts from internal revenue an 
increase of $3,584,537.91. : 

The value of our imported dutiable merchandise during the last 
fiscal year was $369,757,470, and the value of free goods imported 
$409,967,470, being an increase of $6,523,675 in the value of dutia- 
ble goods and $41,231,034 in the value of free goods over the pre- 
ceding year. Our exports of merchandise, foreign and domestic, 
amounted in value to $882,606,938, being an increase over the pre- 
ceding year of $75,068,773. The average ad valorem duty paid on 

518 goods ree during the year was 39.94 per cent and 
on free and dutiable goods taken ther 20.55 per cent. 

The cost of collecting our internal revenue was 2.78 per cent, as 
against 2.81 per cent for the fiscal year ended June 30,1895. The 
total production of distilled spirits, exclusive of fruit brandies, 
was 86,588,703 taxable gallons, being an increase of 6,639,108 gal- 
lons over the preceding year. There was also an increase of 
1,443,676 ons of spirits produced from fruit, as compared with 
the pr ing year. The number of barrels of heer produced was 
$5,859,250, as against 33,589,784 produced in the preceding fiscal 
year, being an increase of 2,269,466 barrels. 

The total amount of gold exported during the last fiscal year 
was $112,409,947 and of silver $60,541,670, being an increase of 
$45,941,466 of gold and $13,246,384 of silver over the exportations 
of the preceding fiscal year. The imports of gold were $33,525,- 
065 and of silver $28,777,186, being $2,859,695 less of gold and 
$8,566,007 more of silver than during the preceding year. 

The total stock of metallic money in the United States at the 
close of the last fiscal year ended on the 30th day of June, 1896, 
was $1,228,326,035, of which $599,597,964 was in gold and $628,728,- 
071 in silver. 

On the 1st day of November, 1896, the total stock of money of 
all kinds in the country was $2,285,410,590, and the amount in 
circulation, not including that in the Treasury holdings, was 
$1,627,055,641, being $22.63 per capita upon an estimated popula- 
tion of 71,902,000. 

The production of the precious metalsin the United States dur- 
ing the calendar year 1895 is estimated to have been 2,254,760 fine 
ounces of gold, of the value of $46,610,000, and 55,727,000 fine 
ounces of silver, of the commercial value of $36,445,000 and 
the coinage value of $72,051,000. The estimated production of 
these metals throughout the world during the same period was 
9,688,821 fine ounces of gold, amounting to $200,285,700 in value, 
and 169,189,249 fine ounces of silver, of the commercial value of 
$110,654,000 and of the coinage value of $218,738,100 according to 
our ratio. 

The coinage of these metals in the various countries of the 
world during the same calendar year amounted to $232,701,438 in 
gold and $121,996,219 in silver. 

The total coinage at the mints of the United States during the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 1896, amounted to $71,188,468.52, of 
which $58,878,490 was in gold coins and $12,309,978.52 in standard 
silver dollars, subsidiary coins, and minor coins. 

The number of national banks organized from the time the law 
authorizing their creation was passed, up to October 31, 1896, was 
5,051, and of this number 3,769 were at the date last mentioned in 
active operation, having authorized capital stock of $650,014,895, 
eii a shareholders, and circulating notes amounting to 

The total outstanding circulating notes of all national banks on 
the 81st day of October, 1896, amounted to $234,553,807, including 
unredeemed but fully secured notes of banks insolvent and in 

rocess of liquidation. The increase in national-bank circulation 

luring the year ending on that day was $21,099,429. On October 
6, 1896, when the condition of national banks was lastreported, the 
total resources of the 3,679 active institutions was $3,263,685,313.83 
which included $1,893,268,839.31 in loans and discounts and 
$362,165,783.85 in money of all kinds on hand. Of their liabilities 
$1,597,891,058.73 was due to individual depositors, and $209,944,019 
- consisted of outstanding circulating notes. . 

There were organized during the year preceding the date last 
mentioned 28 national banks, located in 15 States, of Which 12 
were organized in the Eastern States, with a capital of $1,180,000; 


6 in the Western States, with a capital of $875,000, and 10 in the 
Southern States, with a capital of $1,190,000. During the year, 
however, 37 banks voluntarily abandoned their franchises under 
the national law, and in the case of 27 others it was found neces- 
sary to appoint receivers. Therefore, as pomparea with the year 
preceding, there wasa decrease of 36 in the number of active banks. 
Thenumberof existing banks organized under Statelawsis 5,708. 
The number of immi ts arriving in the United States during 
the fiscal year was 343,267, of whom 340,468 were permitted to 
land, and 2,799 were debarred, on various grounds prescribed by 
law, and returned to the countries whence they came, at-the ex- 
ee of the steamship companies by which they were brought in. 
e increase in immigration over the preceding year amounted 
to 84,731. It is reported that with some exceptions the immigrants 
of the past year were of a hardy laboring class, accustomed and 
able to earn a support for themselves, and it is estimated that the 
money brought with them amounted to at least $5,000,000, though 
it was probably much in excess of that sum, since only those hay- 
ing less than $30 are required to disclose the exact amount, and it 
is known that many brought considerable sums of money to buy 
land and build homes. Including all the immi ts arriving who 
were over 14 years of age, 28.63 per cent were illiterate, as against 
20.37 per cent of those of that age arriving during the preceding 
fiscal year. The number of immigrants over 14 years old, the 
countries from which they came, and the percentage of illiterates 
among them, were as follows: Italy, 57,515, with 54.59 per cent; 
Treland, 37,496, with 7 per cent; Russia, 35,188, with 41.14 per cent; 
Austria-Hungary and provinces, 57,053, with 88.92 per cent; Ger- 
many, 25,334, with 2.96 per cent; Sweden, 18,821, with 1.16 per cent, 
while from Portugal there came 2,067, of whom 77.69 per cent were 
illiterate. There arrived from Japan during the year only 1,110 
immi; ts, and it is the opinion of the immigration authorities 
that the apprehension heretofore creep to some extent of a lar: 
tion from Japan to the United States i 


immi without any su 
stantial foundation. 

From the dite Saving Service it is reported that the number of 
disasters to documented vessels within the limits of its operations 


during the year was 437. These vessels had on board 4,608 per- 
sons, of whom 4,595 were saved and 13 lost. The value of such 
vessels is estimated at $8,880,140 and of their cargoes $3,846,380, 
making the total value of property imperiled $12,726,520. Of this 
amount $11,292,707 was saved and $1,432,750 waslost. Sixty-seven 
of the vessels were totally wrecked. There were besides 243 cas- 
ualties to small undocumented craft, on board of which there were 
594 persons, of whom 587 were saved and 7 were lost. The value 
of the property involved in these latter casualties is estimated at 
$119,265, of which $114,915 was saved and $4,350 was lost. The 
life-saving crews during the year also rescued or assisted numer- 
ous other vessels and warned many from danger by 5 both 
by Gey and night. The number of disasters during the year ex- 
ceeded that of an previas year in the 3 the service, but 
the saving of both life and property was greater than ever before 
in proportion to the value of the property involved and to the 
number of persons imperiled. 

The operations of the Marine-Hospital Service, the Revenue- 
Cutter Service, the Steamboat-Inspection Service, the Light-House 
Service, the Bureau of Navigation, and other branches of public 
work attached to the 3 Department, 1 with various 
recommendations concerning their support and improvement, are 
fully stated in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, to which 
the attention of the Congress is ially invited. 

The report of the Secretary of War exhibits satisfactory condi- 
1 the several branches of the public service intrusted to 

charge. 

The limit of our military force, as fixed by law, is constantly 
and readily maintained. The present discipline and morale of our 
Stig are excellent, and marked progress and efficiency are appar- 
ent throughout its entire organization. 

With the exception of delicate duties in the suppression of slight 
Indian disturbances along our southwestern boundary, in which 
the Mexican troops cooperated, and the . but peaceful 
return, with the consent of Great Britain, of a band of Cree Indians 
from Montana tothe British Possessions, no active operations have 
been required of the Army during the year past. 

Changes in methods of administration, the abandonment of 
unnecessary posts and consequent concentration of troops, and 
the exercise of care and vigilance by the various officers charged 
with the isk pear tk in the expenditure of the pe fh eb 
have resulted in reducing to a minimum the cost of maintenance 
of our military establishment. 

During the past year the work of constructing permanent 
infantry and dpe T pO has been continued at the places here- 
tofore designated. e Secretary of War repeats his recommen- 
dation that appropriations for barracks and quarters should more 
strictly conform to the needs of the service as judged by the De- 
partment rather than respond to the wishes and importunities of 

ocalities. It is imperative that much of the money provided for 
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such oonshractaon gispen now. be pascal toi me e 2 nec- 
essary quarters for the garrisons assign e coast defenses, 
where many men will be needed to properly care for and operate 
modern guns. It is essential, too, that early provision be made 
to supply the necessary force of artillery to meet the demands of 
this service. 

The entire Army has now been equipped with the new maga- 
zine arms, and wise policy demands that all available public and 
private resources should be so employed as to provide within a 
reasonable time a sufficient number to supply the State militia 
with these modern weapons and provide an ample reserve for any 
emergency. 

The organized militia numbers 112, 879 men. The spreen 
for its support by the several States approximate $2,800,000 annu- 
ally, and 5400 is contributed by the General Government. 
Investigation shows these troops to be usually well drilled and 
inspired with much military in , but in many instances 
are so deficient in proper arms and equipment that a sudden 
to active duty would find them e e prepared for field 
service. I therefore recommend that prompt measures be taken 
P remedy this condition, and that every encouragement be given 

this deserving body of unpaid and voluntary citizen eai 
upon whose assistance we must largely rely in time of trouble. 

During the past year rapid pr has been made toward the 
completion of the scheme adopted for the erection and armament 
of fortifications along our seacoast, while equal progress has been 
made in providing the material for submarine defense in connec- 
tion with these works. 


It is peculiarly gratifying at this time to note the great advance 
that has been in this important undertaking since the date 
of my annual message to the i 


ifty-third at the opaning 
of its second session, in December, 1893. At that time I informe 
the Congress of the approaching completion of nine 12-inch, twenty 
10-inch, and thirty-four 8-inch high-power steel guns, and seventy- 
five 12-inch rifled mortars. 

This total then seemed 288 when compared with the 
great work remaining to one. Yet it was none the less a 
source of satisfaction to every citizen when he reflected that it 
represented the first installment of the new ordnance of American 
design and American manufacture, and demonstrated our abili 
to supply from our own resources guns of unexcelled power an 


accuracy. 
At that date, however, there were practically no iages upon 
which to mount these guns, and only 31 emplacements for 


and 64 for mortars. Nor were all these emplacements in condition 
to receive their armament. Only one high-power gun was at that 
time in position for the defense of the entire coast. 

Since that time the number of guns actually completed has been 
increased to a total of twenty-one 12-inch, fifty-six 10-inch, sixty- 
one 8-inch a TOA breech-loading steel guns, ten rapid-fire 
guns, and eighty 12-inch rifled mortars. In addition, there are in 
process of construction one 16-inch-type gun, fifty 12-inch, fifty- 
six 10-inch, twenty-seven 8-inch high-power guns, and sixty-six 
12-inch rifled mortars; in all, 428 guns and mortars. 

During the same year, immediately preceding the message re- 
ferred to, the first modern gun carriage had been completed and 
eleven more were in process of construction. All but one were of 
the nondisappearing type. These, however, were not such as to 
secure necessary cover for the artillery gunners against the intense 
fire of modern machine rapid-fire and high-power guns. 

The inventive genius of ordnance and civilian experts has been 
taxed in designing carriages that would obviate this fault, result- 
ing, it is believed, in the solution of this difficult problem. Since 
1893 the number of carriages constructed or building has been 
raised to a total of 129, of which 90 are on the disappearing prin- 
ciple, and the number of mortar carriages to 152, while the 
emplacements which were provided for prior to that time have 
been increased to 280 built and building. 

This improved situation is largely due to the recent generous 
response of Congress to the recommendations of the War Depart- 
ment. 

Thus we shall soon have complete about one-fifth of the com- 
prehensive system, the first step in which was noted in my mes- 
* the Congress of December 4, 1893. 

en it is understood that a masonry emplacement not only 
furnishes a platform for the heavy modern high-power gun, but 
also in every particular serves the purpose and the place of 
the fort of former days, the importance of the work accomplished 
is better comprehended. 

In the hope that the work will be prosecuted with no less 
in the future, the Secretary of War has submitted an estimate >y 
which, if allowed, there will be provided and either built or build- 
ing by the end of the next year such additional guns, mor- 
tars, gun belt. and emplacements as will represent not far 
from one-third of the total work to be done under the plan adopted 
for our coast defenses, thus affording a prospect that the entire 
work will be substantially completed within six years. In less 


igor 


time than that, however, we shall have attained a marked degree 


of security. 

The experience and results of reh jo ear demonstrate that 
with a continuation of present careful methods the cost of the re- 
5 will be much less than the original estimate. 

We should always keep in mind that of forms of military 

ation coast defense alone is essentially pacific in its nature. 

e it gives the sense of security due to a consciousness of 
strength, it isneither the ead Roe nor the effect of such permanent 
ification to involve us in foreign complications, but rather to 


the itions of our national diplomacy. 

The Attorney-General presents a detailed and interesting state- 
ment of the important work done under his supervision during the 
last fiscal year. 

The ownership and management by the Government of iten- 
tiaries for the confinement of those convicted in United States 
courts of violations of Federal laws, which for many years has been 
a subject of Executive recommendation, has at last toa meor ex- 
tent been realized by the utilization of the abandoned military 
prison at Fort Leavenworth as a United States penitentiary. 

This is certainly a movement in the right on; but it ought 
to be at once supplemented by the rebuilding or extensive enlarge- 
ment of this es SA prison, and the construction of at least 
one more, to be located in the Southern States. The 5 of 
the Leavenworth penitentiary is so limited that the expense of its 
maintenance, calculated at a per capita rate upon the number of 

mers it can accommodate, does not make as economical an ex- 

ibit as it would if it were larger and better adapted to prison pur- 

poses; but I am thoroughly convinced that economy, humanity, 

and a proper sense of responsibility and duty to those whom 

we punish for violations of F. law dictate that the Federal 

Government should have the entire control and t of 
the penitentiaries where convicted violators are confined. 

It appears that since the transfer of the Fort Leavenworth 
military prison to its new uses the work previously done by 
prisoners confined there, and for which e: ive machinery has 

n provided, has been discontinued. is work consisted of 
the manufacture of articles for army use, now done elsewhere, 
On all grounds, it is exceedingly desirable that the convicts con- 
fined in this penitentiary be allowed to resume work of this 


description. 

It is most gratifying to note the satisfactory results that have 
followed the inauguration of the new system provided for by the 
act of May 28, 1896, under which certain Federal officers are com- 
pensated by salaries instead of fees, The new plan was put in 
operation on the ist day of July, 1896, and 9 the great 
economy it enforces, its prevention of abuses, and its tendency to 
a better enforcement of the laws, are see appetens De- 
tailed evidence of the usefulness of this long delayed but now 
happily accomplished reform will be found clearly set forth in the 
Attorney-General’s report. 

Our Post-Office Department is in po condition, and the exhibit 
made of its operations during the l year ended June 30, 1896, 
if allowance is made for imperfections in the laws applicable to it, 
is very satisfactory. The total receipts during the year were 
$82,499,208.40. The total expenditures were $90,626,296.84, ex- 
clusive of $1,559,898.27 which was earned by the Pacific railroads 
for transportation and credited on their debt to the Government. 
There was an increase of receipts over the prerana year of 
$5,516,080.21, or 7.1 per cent, and an increase of expenditures of 
$3,836,124.02, or 4.42 per cent. The deficit was $1,679,956.19 less 
than that of the preceding year. The chief expenditures of the 

service are regulated by law and are not in the control of 

the Postmaster-General. All that he can accomplish by the most 

watchful administration and economy is to enforce prompt and 

thorough collection and accounting for public moneys and such 

minor savings in small expenditures and in letting those contracts, 

ed a supplies and star service, which are not regulated 
y statute. 

An effective cooperation between the Auditor’s Office and the 
Post-Office Department, and the making and enforcement of orders 
by the De ent requiring immediate notification to their sure- 
ties of all delinquencies on the part of postmasters, and compelling 
such postmasters to make more frequent d its of postal funds, 
have resulted in a prompter auditing of their accounts and much 
less default to the Government than heretofore. 

The year’s report shows large extensions of both star-route serv- 
ice and railway-mail service, with increased postal facilities. 
Much ighe accuracy in handling mails has also been reached, as 
sprees y the decrease of errors in the Railway Mail Service and 

reduction of mail matter returned to the d-Letter Office. 

The deficit for the last year, although much less than that of the 
last and preceding years, emphasizes the necessity for legislation 
to correct the growing abuse of second-class rates, to which the 


deficiency is mainly attributable. The transmission at the rate 
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of i cent a pound of serial libraries, advertising sheets. house or- 
5 odicals advertising some particular house! or insti- 
Fation). sample copies, and the like ought certainly to be discon- 
tinued. A glance at the revenues received for the work done last 
Fear will show more plainly than any other statement the gross 
Abuse of the postal service and the gro waste of its earnings. 
The free matter carried in the for the Departments, eree: 


ete., of re Government, and for Congress, in pounds, amoun: 
94.480, 189. 

If this is offset against buildings for post- offices and stations, the 
rental of which would more than 
service, we have this exhibit: 
Weight of mail matter ! ree through the mail for the 


compensate for such free postal 


Weight. | Revenue. 


The remainder of our postal revenue, amounting to something 
more than $5,000,000, was derived from box rents, registry fees, 
money-order business, and other similar items. i 

The entire expenditures of the Department, including pay for 
transportation credited to the Pacific railroads, was $92,186,195. 11, 
¿Which may be considered as the cost of receiving, carrying, and 
delivering the above mail matter. It thus appears that though the 
second-class matter constituted more than two-thirds of the total 

that was carried, the revenue derived from it was less than one- 
thirtieth of the total expense. 


The average revenue from each pound of first-class 


Whether WANs ose .. eee --- 98 cents 
From each pound of second class 8} mills 
(Of the second class 52,348,297 was county-free matter.) 
From each pound of third class. 13.1 cents 
From each pound of fourth class 15.6 cents 


The growth in weight of second-class matter has been from 
299,000,000 pounds in 1894 to 312,000,000 in 1895, and to almost 
$49,000,000 in 1896, and it is quite evident this increasing draw- 
back is far outstripping any possible growth of postal revenues. 

Our mail service should of course be such as to meet the wants 
and even the conveniences of our people, at a direct charge apon 
them so light as perhaps to exclude the idea of our Post-Office 
'Department being a money-making concern; but in the face of a 
‘constantly recurring deficiency in its revenues, and in view of the 
fact that we supply the best mail service in the world, it seems to 
‘me it is quite time to correct the abuses that swell enormously 
our annual deficit. If we concede the public policy of carrying 
weekly newspapers free in the county of publication, and even the 

olicy of carrying at less than one-tenth of their cost other bona 
Bae newspapers and periodicals, there can be no excuse for sub- 
jecting the service to the further immense and increasing loss 
involved in carrying at the nominal rate of 1 cent a pound the 
serial libraries, sometimes including trashy and even harmful lit- 
erature, and other matter which, under the loose interpretation of 
a loose statute, has been gradually given second-class rates, thus 
‘absorbing all profitable returns derived from first-class matter, 
which pays three or four times more than its cost, and producing 
a large annual loss to be paid by general taxation. If such 
second-class matter paid merely the cost of its handling our deficit 
would disappear and a surplus result which might be used to give 
the people still better mail facilities or cheaper rates of letter 
potage I recommend that legislation be at once enacted to cor- 
‘rect these abuses and introduce better business ideas in the regu- 
lation of our postal rates. 

Experience and observation have demonstrated that certain 
improvements in the organization of the Post-Office Department 
must be secured before we can gain the full benefit of the im- 
mense sums expended in its administration. This involves the 
following reforms, which I earnestly recommend: 

There should be a small addition to the existing inspector serv- 
ice, to be employed in the supervision of the carrier force, which 
now numbers 13,000 men, and performs its service practically 
without the surveillance exercised over all other branches of the 

tal or public service. Of course such a lack of supervision and 
om from wholesome disciplinary restraints must inevitably 
lead to imperfect service. There should also be appointed a few 
inspectors who could assist the central office in necessary investi- 
gation concerning matters of post-office leases, ce sites, 
allowances for rent, fuel, and lights, and in organizing and secur- 
ing the best results from the work of the 14,000 clerks now em- 
ployed in first and second class offices. 
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I am convinced that the small se attending the inaugura- 
tion of these reforms would actually be a profitable investment. 
I especially recommend such a recasting of the appropriations 
by Congress, for the Post-Office Department, as permit the 
Postmaster-General to proceed with the work of consolidating 
ces. This work has already been entered upon sufficient! 
to fully demonstrate, by experiment and ience, that suc 
consolidation is productive of better service, revenues, and 
less expenditures, to say nothing of the further advantage of grad- 
ually withdrawing post-offices from the spoils system. 

The Universal Postal Union, which now embraces all the civi- 
lized world, and whose delegates will represent 1,000,000,000 e 

le, will hold its fifth congress in the city of Washi in May, 

897. The United States may be said to have taken the initiative 
which led to the first meeting of this congress at Berne in 1874, 
and the formation of the Universal Postal Union, which brings 
the postal service of all countries to every man’s neighborhood 
and wrought marvels in cheapening postal rates and secur- 
ing absolutely safe mail communication throughout the world. 
Previous congresses have met in Berne, Paris, Lisbon, and Vi- 
enna, and the respective countries in which they have assembled 
have made generous provision for their accommodation and for 
the reception and entertainment of the delegates. 

In view of the importance of this assemblage and of its deliber- 
ations, and of the honors and hospitalities accorded to our repre- 
sentatives by other countries on similar occasions, I earnestly hope. 
that such an appropriation will be made for the expenses neces- 
sarily attendant upon the coming meeting in our capital city as 
will be worthy of our national hospitality and indicative of our 
appreciation of the event. 

e work of the Navy Department and its present condition 
are fully exhibited in the report of the Secretary. 

The construction of vessels for our new Navy has been energet- 
ically prosecuted by the present Administration upon the general 
lines previously adopted, the Department having seen no necessity 
for radical changes in prior methods under which the work was 
found to be progressing in a manner highly satisfactory. It has 
been decided, however, to provide in every shipbuilding contract 
that the builder should pay all trial expenses, and it has also been 
determined to pay no speed premiums in future contracts. The 
premiums recently earned and some yet to be decided are fea- 
tures of the contracts made before this conclusion was reached. 

On March 4, 1893, there were in commission but 2 armored 
vessels, the double-turreted monitors Miantonomoh and Monterey. 
Since that date, of vessels theretofore authorized, there have 
been placed in their first commission 3 first-class and 2 second- 
class battle ships, 2 armored cruisers, 1 harbor-defense 
and 5 double-turreted monitors, including the Maine and the 
Puritan, just completed, Eight new unarmored cruisers and 2 
new gunboats have also been commissioned. The Jowa, another 
battle ship, will be completed about March 1, and at least 4 
more gunboats will be ready for sea in the early spring. 

It is gratifying to state that our ships and their outfits are be- 
lieved to be equal to the best that can be manufactured elsewhere, 
and that such notable reductions have been made in their cost as 
to justify the statement that quite a number of vessels are now 
pemg 8 at rates as low as those that prevail in European 
shipyards. . 

ur manufacturing facilities are at this time ample for all pos- 
sible naval contingencies. Three of our Government 5 
those at Mare Island, Cal., Norfolk, Va., and Brooklyn, N. V., 
are equipped for shipbuilding, our ordnance plant in Washington 
is equal to any in the world, and at the torpedo station we are 
successfully making the highest grades of smokeless powder. 
Three first-class private ey heer at Newport News, Philadel- 
phia, and San Francisco, are building battle ships; 11 contractors, 
situated in the States of Maine, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, and the State of Washington, are 
constructing gunboats or torpedo boats; 2 plants are manufac- 
turing large quantities of first-class armor, and American facto- 
ries are producing automobile torpedoes, powder, projectiles, 
rapid-fire guns, and everything else necessary for the complete 
outfit of naval vessels. 

There have been authorized by Congress since March, 1893, 5 
battle ships, 6 light-draft gunboats, 16 torpedo boats, and 1 sub- 
marine torpedo t, Contracts for the building of all of them 
haye been let. The Secretary expresses the opinion that we have 
for the present a sufficient supply of cruisers and gunboats, and 
that hereafter the construction of battle ships and torpedo boats 
will supply our needs. 

Much attention has been given to the methods of carrying on 
departmental business. Important modifications in the regula- 
tions have been made, tending to unify the control of shipbuild- 
ing, as far as may be, under the Bureau of Construction and 

ir, and also to improve the mode of purchasing supplies for 
the Navy by the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts. estab- 
lishment, under recent acts of Congress, of a supply fund, with 


8 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


DECEMBER 7, 


which to purchase these supplies in large quantities, and other 
modifications of methods, have tended materially to their cheap- 
ening and better quality. 

The War e has developed into an institution which it is 
believed will be of great value to the Navy in teaching the science 
of war, as well as in stimulating professional zeal in the Navy; 
and it will be especially useful in the devising of plans for the 
utilization, in case of necessity, of all the naval resources of the 


United States. 

The Secretary has persistently adhered to the plan he found in 
operation for securing labor at navy-yards, through boards of 
labor employment, and has done much to make it more complete 
and efficient. The naval officers who are familiar with this sys- 
tem and its operation express the decided opinion that its results 
have been to vastly improve the character of the work done at 
our yards and greatly reduce its cost. 

Discipline among the officers and men of the Navy has been main- 
tained to a high standard, and the percentage of American citizens 
enlisted has been very much increased. 

The Secretary is considering, and will formulate during the com- 
ing winter, a plan for laying up ships in reserve, thereby largely 
son, Rid the cost of maintaining our vessels afloat. This plan con- 
templates that battle ships, torpedo boats, and such of the cruisers 
as are not needed for active service at sea shall be kept in reserve, 
with skeleton crews on board to keep them in condition, cruising 
only enough to insure the efficiency of the ships and their crews 
in time of activity. 

The economy to result from this system is too obyious to need 
comment, 

The Naval Militia, which was authorized a few years ago as an 
experiment, has now developed into a body of enterprising youn, 
men, active and energetic in the discharge of their duties an 
promising great usefulness. This establishment has nearly the 
same relation to our Navy as the National Guard in the different 
States bears to our Army; and it constitutes a source of supply for 
our naval forces the importance of which is immediately apparent. 

The report of the Secre of the Interior presents a compre- 
hensive and interesting exhibit of the numerous and important 
affairs committed to his supervision. Itisim ible in thiscom- 
munication to do more than briefly refer to a few of the subjects 
concerning which the Secretary gives full and instructive infor- 
mation. 

The money appropriated on account of this 
for its disbursement for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896, 
amounted to more than $157,000,000, or a greater sum than was 
appropriated for the entire maintenance of the Government for 
the two fiscal yoa ended June 30, 1861. 

Our public lands, originally amounting to 1,840,000,000 acres, 
have been so reduced that only about 600,000,000 acres still re- 
main in Government control, excludin Alaska. The balance, 
being by far the most valuable portion, has been given away to 
settlers, to new States, and torailroads, or sold at a comparatively 
nominal sum. The tenting-of land in execution of railroad 

ts has progressed rapidly pany the year, and since the 4th 
aay of March, 1893, about 25,000, acres have thus been con- 
ed to these corporations. 
with the Secretar that the remainder of our public lands 
should be more carefully dealt with and their alienation guarded 
by better economy and greater prudence. 

The commission appointed from the membership of the National 
Academy of Sciences, provided for by an act of Congress, to formu- 
late plans for a national forestry system, will, it is hoped, soon be 
prepared to present the result of thorough and intelligent exami- 
nation of this important subject. 

The total Indian population of the United States is 177,235, ac- 
cording to a census made in 1895, exclusive of those within the 
State of New York and those comprising the Five Civilized Tribes. 
Of this number there are approximately 38,000 children of school 
age. During the year 23,393 of these were enrolled in schools. 
The progress which has attended recent efforts to extend Indian 
school facilities, and the anticipation of continued liberal appro- 
priations to that end, can not fail to afford the utmost satisfaction 
to those who believe that the education of Indian children is a 
prime factor in the accomplishment of Indian civilization. 

It may be said in general terms that in every particular the 
improvement of the Indians under Government care has been 
most marked and encouraging. 

The Secretary, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and the 
agents having charge of Indians to whom allotments have been 
made strongly urge the poe of a law prohibiting the sale of 
liquor to allottees who have taken their lands in severalty. I 
earnestly join in this recommendation, and venture to express the 
hope that the Indian may be speedily protected against this great- 
est of all obstacles to his well-being and advancement. 

The condition of affairs among the Five Civilized Tribes, who 
occupy large tracts of land in the Indian Territory and who have 
governments of their own, has assumed such an aspect as to ren- 
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der it almost indispensable that there should be an entire change 
in the relations of these Indians to the General Government. 
This seems to be necessary in furtherance of their own interests, 
as well as for the protection of non-Indian residents in their ter- 
ritory. A commission o i 
recent laws is now negotiating with these Indians for the relin- 
quishment of their courts and the division of their common lands 
in severalty, and are aiding in the settlement of the troublesome 

uestion of tribal membership. The reception of their first prof- 

ers of negotiation was not encouraging; but through patience 
and such conduct on their part as demonstrated that their inten- 
tions were friendly and in the interest of the tribes, the prospect 
of success has become more promising. The effort should be to 
save these Indians from the consequences of their own mistakes 
and improvidence, and to secure to the real Indian his rights as 
against intruders and professed friends who profit by his retro- 
gression. A change is also needed to protect life and property 
through the operation of courts conducted according to strict 
justice and strong enough to enforce their mandates, 

As a sincere friend of the Indian, I am exceedingly anxious that 
these reforms should be accomplished with the consent and aid of 
the tribes, and that no necessity may be presented for radical 
or drastic legislation. I hope, therefore, that the Commission 
now conducting negotiations will soon be able to report that 

rogress has been made toward a friendly adjustment of existing 
ifficulties. 

It appears that a very valuable deposit of gilsonite or asphaltum 
has been found on the reservation in Utah occupied by the Uncom- 
pahgre Ute Indians. Every consideration of care for the public 
interest and every sensible business reason dictate such manage- 
ment or disposal of this important source of public revenue as will 
except it from the general rules and incidents attending the ordi- 
nary disposition of public lands, and secure to the Government a 
fair share at least of its advan in place of its transfer for a 
nominal sum to interested individuals. 

I indorse the recommendation made by the present Secretary of 
the Interior, as well as his predecessor, that a permanent commis- 
sion, consisting of three members, one of whom shall be an army 
officer, be created to perform the duties now devolving upon the 
Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The 

ement of the Bureau involves such numerous and diverse 
details, and the ao vantages 
e that I hope the e 
of the Congress. 

The diminution of our enormous pension roll and the decrease 
of ion expenditure, which have been so often confidently fore- 
told, still fail in material realization. The number of pensioners 
on the rolls at the close of the fiscal year ended June 30,1896, was 
970,678. This is the largest number ever reported. The amounl 
paid exclusively for pensions during the year was $138,214,761,94- 
a slight decrease from that of the 8 year, while the totat 
expenditures on account of pensions, including the cost of main, 
ment and expenses attending pension distribu- 
tion, amounted to $142,206,550.59, or within a very small fraction 
of one-third of the entire expense of supporting the Government 
during the same year. The number of new pension certificates 
issued was 90,640. Of these, 40,374 represent original allowances 
of claims, and 15,878 increases of existing pensions, : - 

The number of persons receiving pensions from the United 
States but residing in foreign countries at the close of the last 
fiscal year was 3,781, and the amount paid to them during the year 
was $582,735.38. s 

The sum appropriated for the payment of pensions for the cur- 
rent fiscal year, ending June 80, 1897, is $140,000,000, and for the 
succeeding year it is estimated that the same amount will be nec- 


of an uninterrupted policy are so 
ange suggested will : meet the approval 


The Commissioner of Pensions reports that during the last fiscal 
y 339 indictments were found against violators of the pension 

ws. Upon these indictments 167 convictions resulted. 

In my opinion, based upon such statements as these and much 
other information and observation, the abuses which have been 
allowed to creep into our pension system have done incalculable 
harm in demoralizing our people and underminin 
ship. I have endeavored within = sphere of official duty to pro- 
tect our pension roll and make it whatit should be, a roll of honor, 
containing the names of those disabled in their country’s service 
and worthy of their country’s affectionate remembrance. When 
I have seen those who pose as the soldiers’ friends active and alert 
in urging greater laxity and more reckless pension expenditure, 
while nursing selfish schemes, I have deprecated the approach ofa 
situation when necessary retrenchment and enforced economy may 
lead to an attack upon pension abuses so determined as to over- 
look the discrimination due to those who, worthy of a nation’s 
care, ought to live and die under the protection of a nation’s 
gratitude. 

The Secretary calls attention to the public interests involved in 
an adjustment of the obligations of the Pacific railroads to the 


ized and empowered under several . 
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Government. I deem it to be an important duty to especially pre- 
sent this subject to the consideration of the Congress. 

On January 1, 1897, with the amount already matured, more 
than $13,000,000 of the principal of the subsidy bonds issued by 
the United States in aid of the construction of the Union Pacific 
Railway. including its Kansas line, and more than $6,000,000 of 
like bonds, issued in aid of the Central Pacific Railroad, including 
those issued to the Western Pacific Railroad Coupan, will have 
fallen due and been paid or must on that day be paid by the Gov- 
ernment. Without any reference to theapplication of the sinking 
fund now in the Treasury, this will create such a default on the 
part of these companies to the Government as will give it the right 
to at once institute proceedings to foreclose its mortgage lien. In 
addition to this e which will be due January 1, 1897, 
there will mature between that date and January 1, 1899, the re- 
maining principal of such subsidy bonds, which must also be met 
by the Government. These amount to more than $20,000,000 on 
account of Union Pacific lines, and exceed $21,000,000 on account 
of the Central Pacific lines. 725 Le, 

The situation of these roads and the condition of their indebted- 
ness to the Government have been fully set forth in the reports of 
various committees to the present and prior Congresses, and as 
early as 1887 they were thoroughly examined by a special commis- 
sion appointed pursuant to an actof Congress. Theconsiderations 
requiring an adjustment of the Government’s relations to the com- 
panies have been clearly presented, and the conclusion reached 
with practical uniformity, that if these relations are not termi- 
nated they should be revised upon a basis securing their safe con- 
tinuance. 

Under section 4 of the act of Congress March 3, 1887, the 
President is charged with the duty, in the event that any mort- 

e or other incumbrance paramount to the interest of the United 
tates in the property of the Pacific railroads shall exist and be 
lawfully liable to be enforced, to direct the action of the Depart- 
ments of Treasury and of Justice in the protecion of the interest 
of the United States by redemption or through judicial proceed- 
ings, including foreclosures of the Government liens. 

in view of the fact that the Congress has for a number of years 
almost constantly hađ'under consideration various plans for deal- 
ing with the conditions existing between these roads and the Gov- 
ernment, I have thus far felt justified in withholding action under 
the statute above mentioned. : 

In the case of the Union Pacific Company, however, the situa- 
tion has become especially and immediately urgent. Proceedings 
have been instituted to foreclose a first mortgage upon those aided 
parts of the main lines upon which the Government holds a sec- 
ond and ‘subordinate mortgage lien. In co uence of those 
proceedings and increasing complications, added to the default 
occurring on the 1st day of January, 1897, a condition will be 
presented at that date, so far as this pe er is concerned, that 
must emphasize the mandate of the act of 1887 and give to Exec- 
utive duty under its provisions a more imperative aspect. There- 
fore, unless Congress shall otherwise direct or have previ- 
ously determined upon a different solution of the problem, there 
will hardly appear to exist any reason for delaying beyond the 
date of the default above mentioned such Executive action as will 

romise to subserve the public interests and save the Government 
m the loss threatened by further inaction. 

The Department of Agriculture is so intimately related to the 
welfare of our ple and the p rity of our nation that it 
should constantly receive the careand encouragement of the Goy- 
ernment. From small beginnings it has grown to be the center of 
agricultural intelligence and the source of aid and encouragement 
to agricultural efforts. Large sums of money are annually appro- 

ropriated for the maintenance of this Department, and it must 
to confessed that the legislation relating toit has not always been 
directly in the interest of practical farming, or properly guarded 
against waste and extravagance. So far, however, as public 
money has been appropria; fairly and sensibly to helpthose who 

y till the soil, no expenditure has been more profitably made 
or more generally approved by the people. 

Under the present management of the Department its usefulness 
‘has been enhanced in every direction, and at the same time strict 
economy has been enforced to the utmost extent permitted by 
Congressional action. From the report of the Secretary it appears 
that through careful and prudent financial management he has 
. a large sum from his appropriations, aggregating 
during his incumbency and up to the close of the present fise 
year nearly one-fifth of the entire amount appropriated. These 
results have been accomplished by a conscientious study of the 
real needs of the farmer and such a regard for economy as the gen- 
uine farmer ought to appreciate, supplemented by a rigid er- 
ence to eivil- service methods in a Department which should be con- 
ducted in the interest of agriculture instead of partisan politics. 

The Secretary reports that the value of our exports of farm 
products during the last fiscal year amounted to $570,000,000, an 
increase of $17,000,000 over those of the year immediately pre- 
ceding. This statement is not the less welcome because of the fact 
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that, notwithstanding such increase, the proportion of exported 
agricultural products to our total exports of all descriptions fell off 
during the year. The benefits of an increase in agricultural exports 
being assured, the decrease in its proportion to our total exports is 
the more gratifying when we consider that it is owing to the fact 
that such total exports for the year increased more than $75,000,000. 

The large and increasing exportation of our agricultural products 
suggests thegreat usefulness of the organization lately established 
in the Department for the purpose of giving to those engaged in 
farming yest reliable information concerning the pais, a 
needs, and advantages of different foreign markets. Inasmuch as 
the success of the farmer depends upon the advantageous sale of 
his products, and inasmuch as foreign markets must largely be the 
destination of such products, it is quite apparent thata knowledge 
of the conditions and wants that affect those markets ought to 
tter 
prome of profit. Such information points out the way to a pru- 

ent foresight in the selection and cultivation of crops and toa 
release from the bondage of unreasoning monotony of production, 
a SESE and depressed market, and constantly recurring unprofit- 
able toil. ; 

In my opinion the gratuitous distribution of seeds by the Depart- 
ment as at present conducted ought to be discontinued. Noone 
can read the statement of the Secretary on this subject and doubt 
the extrav ce and questionable results of this practice. The 
professed friends of the farmer, and certainly the farmers them- 
selves, are naturally expected to be willing to rid a Department 
devoted to the promotion of farming interests of a feature which 
tends so much to its discredit. 

The Weather Bureau, now attached to the Department of Agri- 
culture, has continued to extend its sphere of usefulness, and by 
an uninterrupted improvement in the accuracy of its forecasts has 
greatly increased its efficiency as an aid and protection to all whose 
occupations are related to weather conditions. 

see further reference to the e of the Department, 
I commend the Secretary’s report and the suggestions it contains 
to the careful consideration of the Congress. . 

The progress made in civil-seryice reform furnishes a cause 
for the utmost congratulation. It has survived the doubts of its 
friends as well as the rancor of its enemies and has gained a per- 
manent place among the agencies destined to cleanse our politics 
and to improve, economize, and elevate the public service. 

There are now in the competitive classified service upward of 
eighty-four thousand places. More than half of these have been 
included from time to time since March 4, 1893. A most radical 
and sweeping extension was made by Executive order dated thi 
6th day of May, 1896, and if fourth-class postmasterships are no 
included in the statement it may be said that practically all posi- 
tions contemplated by the civil-service law are now ee E 
Abundant reasons exist for including these postmasterships 
based 1 improved service, and the peace and quiet 
of neighborhoods. If, however, obstacles prevent such action a 
present, I earnestly hope that Congress will, without increasing 
post-office appropriations, so adjust them as to permit in proper 
cases a consolidation of these post-offices, to the end that through 
are gto the result desired may to a limited extent be accom- 
plished. b 

The civil-service rules as amended during the last year provide 
for a sensible and uniform method of promotion, basin; a 
bility to better positions upon demonstrated efficienc — faith - 
fulness. The absence of fixed rules on this subject been an 
infirmity in the system more and more apparent as its other bene- 
fits have been better appreciated. ; 

The advantages of civil-service methods in their business aspects 
are too well understood to require argument. Their application 
has become a necessity to the executive work of the Government. 
But those who gain positions through the operation of these 
methods should be made to understand that the nonpartisan 
scheme through which they receive their appointments demands 
from them, by way of Lipsey nonpartisan and faithful per- 
formance of duty under every Administration, and cheerful fidel- 
ity to every chief. While they should be encouraged to decently 
exercise their rights of 5 to support through their 
suffrages the political beliefs they honestly profess, the noisy, pes- 
tilent, and partisan employee, who loves political turmoil and con- 
tention, or who renders lax and grudging service to an Adminis- 
tration not representing his political views, should be promptly 
and fearlessly dealt with in such a way as to furnish a warning to 
others who may be likewise disposed. 

The annual report of the Commissioners will be duly transmit- 
ted, and I commend the important matter they have in charga to 
the careful consideration of the Congress. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has, during the last year. 
supplied abundant evidence of its usefulness and the importancé 
of the work committed to its charge. 

Public transportation is a universal necessity, and the question 
of just and reasonable charges therefor has become of vital im- 
portance not only to shippers and carriers, but also to the vast 
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multitude of 3 and consumers. The justice and equity 


of the principles embodied in the existing law passed for the pur- 

0 ating these charges are everywhere conceded, and 
There appears to be no question that the policy thus entered upon 
has a ent place in our legislation. 

As the present statute when enacted was, in the nature of the 
case, more or less tentative and experimental, it was hardly ex- 
pected to eine a complete and adequate hag While its 
wholesome effects are manifest and have amply justified its en- 
actment, it is evident that all desired reforms in transportation 
methods have not been fully accomplished. In view of the judicial 
interpretation which some provisions of this statute have received 
and the defects disclosed by the efforts made for its enforcement, 


its revision and amendment ap to be essential to the end that 
it may more effectually reach the evils designed to be corrected, 
ission upon this subject 


I hope the recommendations of the 
will be promptly and favorably considered by the Congress, 

I desire to recur to the statements elsewhere made concernin 
the Government's receipts and expenditures for the purpose o 
venturing upon some suggestions touching our present tariff law 
and its operation. 

This statute took effect on the 28th day of August, 1894. What- 
ever may be its poreon apa u a complete measure of tariff re- 
form, it must be conceded that it has opened the way to a freer 
and greater exchange of commodities between us and other coun- 
tries, and thus furnished a wider market for our products and 
manufactures. 

The only entire fiscal year during which this law has been in 
force ended on the 80th day of June, 1896. In that year our 
imports increased over those of the previous year more than 
$6,500,000, while the value of the domestic products we de 
and Which found markets abroad, was nearly $70,000, more 
than during the preceding year. 

Those who insist that the cost to our people of articles comin; 
to them from abroad for their needfal use should only be increas 
through tariff charges to an extent necessary to meet the nses 
of the Government, as well as those who claim that tariff charges 
may be laid upon such articles beyond the necessities of Govern- 
ment revenue, and with the additional purpose of so increasin 
their price in our markets as to give American manufacturers an 

roducers better and more profitable opportunities, must agree 
t our tariff laws are only primarily justified as sources of rey- 
enue to enable the Government to meet the necessary expenses of 
its maintenance. Considered as to its sufficiency in this yom 
the present law can by no means fall under just condemnation. 
During the only complete fiscal year of its operationit has yielded 
nearly $8,000,000 more revenue than was received from tariff 
duties in the preceding year. There was, nevertheless, a deficit 
between our receipts and expenditures of a little more than 
$25,000,000. This, however, was not unexpected. 

The situation was such in December last, seven months before 
the close of the fiscal year, that the Secretary of the Treasury fore- 
told a deficiency of $17,000,000. The great and increasing appre- 
hension and timidity in business circles and the depression in all 
activities intervening since that time, resulting from causes per- 
fectly well understood and entirely disconnected with our tariff 
law or its operation, seriously checked the imports we would have 
otherwise received, and readily account for the difference between 
this estimate of the Secretary and the actual deficiency, as well as 
for acontinued deficit. Indeed, it must be confessed that we could 
hardly have had a more unfavorable period than the last two years 
for the collection of tariff revenue. e can not reasonably hope 
that our recuperation from this business depression will be sud- 
den, but it has already set in with a promise of acceleration and 
continuance. 

I believe our present tariff law, if allowed a fair opportunity, 
will in the near future yield a revenue which, with reasonably 
economical expenditures, will overcome all deficiencies. In the 
meantime no deficit that has occurred or may occur need excite or 
disturb us. To meet any such deficit we have in the Treasury, 
in addition to a gold reserve of one hundred millions, a surplus of 
more than $128,000,000 applicable to the payment of the expenses 
of the Government, and which must, unless expended for that 
purpose, remain a useless hoard, or, if not extravagantly wasted, 
must in any event be perverted from the p of its exaction 
from our people. The payment, therefore, of any deficiency in 
the revenue from this fund is nothing more than its proper and 
legitimate use. The Government, thus applying a surplus fortu- 
nately in its Treasury to the payment of expenses not met by its 
current revenues, is not at all to be likened to a man living beyond 
hisincome and thus incurring debt or encroaching on his yrinetpal 

It is not one of the functions of our Government to accumulate 
and make additions to a fund not needed for immediate expendi- 
ture. With individuals it is the chief object of s ‘le and effort. 
The application of an accumulated fund 5 the Government to 
a 2 ey of its running expenses is aduty. An individual 


yond his income and embarrassing himself with sie or 
drawing upon his accumulated fund of principal, is either 


tunate or improvident. The distinction is between a government 
charged with the duty of expending for the benefit of the people 
and for proper ca fare all the money it receives from any source, 
and the indivi who is expected to manifest a natural desire 
to avoid debt or to accumulate as much as possible and to live 
within the income derived from such accumulations, to the end 
that they may be increased or at least remain unimpaired for 
the future use and enjoyment of himself or the objects of his love 
and affection who ng ey him, 

It is immeasurably better to appropriate our surplus to the pay- 
ment of justifiable expenses than to allow it to become an invita- 
tion to reckless a sii gap and extravagant expenditures. 

I suppose it will not be denied that under the present law our 
people obtain the necessaries of a comfortable existence at acheaper 
rate than formerly. This is a matter of supreme importance, since 
it is the palpable duty of every just government to make the bur- 
dens of taxation as light as ible. The ee should not be 
required to relinquish this privilege of cheaper living except under 
the stress of their Government's necessity made plainly manifest. 

This reference to the condition and prospects of our revenues 
3 gests an allusion to the weakness and vices of our 
finan methods.» They have been frequently pressed upon the 
attention of Congress in previous Executive communications and 
the inevitable danger of their continued toleration pointed out. 
Without now repeating these details, I can not refrain from again 

y presenting the necessity of the prompt reform of a sys- 
tem opposed to every rule of sound finance and shown by experi- 
ence to be fraught with the gravest peril and perplexity. The 
terrible civil war which shook the foundations of our Government 
more than thirty years ago brought in its train the destruction of 
property, the wasting of our country’s substance, and the estran 
ment of brethren. These are now past and forgotten. Even the 
ee. of life the conflict entailed is but a sacred memory 
which f. patriotic sentiment and keeps alive a tender regard 
for those who nobly died, And yet there remains with us to-day, 
in full strength and activity, as an incident of that tremendous 
struggle, a feature of its financial necessities not only unsuited 
to our present circumstances, but manifestly a disturbing menace 
to business security and an ever-present agent of monetary distress, 

Because we may be enjoying a temporary relief from its depress- 
ing influence, this should not lull us into a false security nor lead 
us to forget the suddenness of past visitations. 

I am more convinced than ever that we can have no assured 
financial peace and safety until the Government currency obliga- 
tions upon which gold may be demanded from the Tr are 
withdrawn from circulation and canceled. This might be done, 
as has been heretofore recommended, by their exchange for long- 
term bonds bearing a low rate of interest or by their redemption 
with the proceeds of such bonds. Even if only the United States 
notes known as greenbacks were thus retired, it is probable that 
the Treasury notes issued in payment of silver purchases under 
the act of July 14, 1890, now paid in gold when demanded, would 
not create much disturbance, as they might, from time to time, 
when received in the Treasury by redemption in gold or otherwise, 
be e and prudently replaced by silver coin. 

is plan of issuing bonds for the purpose of redemption cer- 
tainly ap to be the most effective and direct path to the 
needed reform. In default of this, however, it would be a step in 
the right direction if currency obligations redeemable in gold, 
whenever so redeemed, should be canceled instead of being reis- 
sued. This operation would be a slow remedy, but it would im- 
prove present conditions, 

National banks should redeem their own notes. They should be 
allowed to issue circulation to the par value of bonds deposited as 
security for its redemption, and the tax on their circulation should 
be reduced to one-fourth of 1 per cent. 

In considering projects for the retirement of United States notes 


and Treas notes issued under the law of 1890, [am of the opin- 
ion that we have placed too much stress upon the danger of con- 
tracting the currency, and have calculated too little upon the gold 


that would be added to our circulation if invited to us by better 
and safer financial methods. It is not so much a contraction of our 
currency that should be avoided as its unequal distribution. 

This might be obviated, and any fear of harmful contraction at 
the same time removed, by allowing the organization of smaller 
banks and in less ulous communities than are now permitted, 
and also authorizing existing banks to establish branches in small 
communities under proper restrictions, 

The entire case may be presented by the statement that the day 
of sensible and sound financial methods will not dawn upon us 
until our Government abandonsthe banking business and the accn- 
mulation of funds, and confines its monetary operations to the 
receipt of the money contributed by the people for its mopo and 
to the expenditure of such money for the people's benefit. 

Our business interests and all good citizens long for rest from 
feverish agitation, and the rn pint by the Government of a 
reformed financial policy which will encourage enterprise and 
make certain the rewards of labor and industry. 
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Another topic in which our poopie ightfully take a deep inter- 


est may be here briefly considered. refer to the existence of 
trusts and other huge r of capital, the object of which 
is to secure the monopoly of some particular branch of trade, 
industry, or commerce and to stifle wholesome competition. When 
these are defended it is usually on the ground that though they 
increase profits they also reduce prices and thus may benefit the 
public. It must be remembered, however, that a reduction of 
prices to the e is not one of the real objects of these o 

tions, nor is their tendency necessarily in that direction. If it 
occurs in a particular case it is only because it accords with the 
p or interests of those managing the scheme. 

Such occasional results fall far short of compensating the palpa- 
ble evils charged to the account of trusts and monopolies. Their 
tendency is to crush out individual independence and to hinder or 
prevent the free use of human faculties and the full development 
of human character. Through them the farmer, the artisan, and 
the small trader is in danger of dislodgment from the proud posi- 
tion of being his own master, watchful of all that touches his 
country’s prosperity, in which he has an individual lot, and inter- 
ested in all that affects the advantages of business of which he is 
a factor, to be relegated to the level of a mere appurtenance to a 
great machine, with little free will, with no duty but that of pas- 
sive obedience, and with little ho 
the scale of responsible and helpful citizenship 

To the instinctive belief that such is the inevitable trend of trusts 
and monopolies is due the widespread and deep-seated popular 
aversion in which they are held and the not unreasonable insist- 
ence that, whatever may be their incidental economic peel aes ry 
their general effect upon personal character, prospects, and useful- 
ness can not be otherwise than injurious. 

Though oneness has attempted to deal with this matter by 
legislation, the laws passed for that p thus far have proved 
ineffective, not because of any lack of disposition or attempt to 
enforce them, but simply because the laws themselves as inter- 
preted by the courts do not reach the F f If the insufficien- 
cies of existing laws can be remedied by further legislation it 
should be done. The fact must be recognized, however, that all 
Federal be estes on this subject may fall short of its. purpose 
because of inherent obstacles, and also because of the complex 
character of our governmental system, which, while making the 
Federal authority supreme within its sphere, has carefully lim- 
ited that sphere by metes and bounds which can not be trans- 
gressed. e decision of our highest court on this precise 
question renders it quite doubtful whether the evils of trusts and 
monopolies can be adequately treated through Federal action, 
unless they seek directly and purposely to include in their objects 
transportation or intercourse between States or between the 
United States and foreign countries. 

It does not follow, however, that this is the limit of the remedy 
that may be applied. Even though it may be found that Federal 
authority is not broad enough to fully reach the case, there can be 
no doubt of the power of the several States to act effectively in 
the premises, and there should be noreason to doubt their willing- 
ness to judiciously exercise such power. 

In concluding this communication, its last words shall be an 
appeal to the Congress for the most rigid economy in the expend- 
mame of the moniy it noiae in Tyra the peop Ee way to 
perplexing extravagance is easy, but a return ty is diffi- 
cult, When, however, itis considered that those who 5 the 
burdens of taxation have no gaari of honest care save in the 

fidelity of their public servants, the duty of all possible retrench- 


mentis egy | manifest. i 
When onr differences are forgotten, and our contests of polit- 


ical opinion are no longer remembered, nothing in the retrospect 
of our public service will be as fortunate and comforting as the 
recollection of official duty, well performed and the memory of a 
constant devotion to the interests of our confiding fellow-country- 


men. 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
December 7, 1896. 
PT HOAR: I move that the message lie on the table and be 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate adjourn. : 

Mr. CALL. I ask the Senator from Maine to allow me to offer 
& resolution. 

Mr. CULLOM. Oh, no; let us start in with routine business in 


the morning. 
Mr. HALE. I think it is proper the Senate should take an 
se after the m 0 
e VICE-PRESIDENT. e question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maine. 


The motion was agreed to; and (at 3 o'clock and 35 minutes 
. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Tuesday, Decem- 
8, 1896, at 12 o'clock meridian, 


or opportunity of rising in 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, December 7, 1896. 
This being the day fixed by the Constitution for the annual 


meeting of , the House of Representatives of the Fifty- 
5 ie assembled in their Hall for their second session 
a o m. 


The SPEAKER (Hon. Tuomas B. RRR D, a Representative 
from the State of Maine) called the House to order. 

The Chaplain of the House, Rev. H. N. Coupen, offered the 
following prayer: S . 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we approach Thee in the 
attitude of prayer and devotion because we believe in Thee as not 
only the creator and upholder of all things but that Thou dost 
presideover thedestiny of men and of nations. Hitherto Thou hast 
shaped the progress of our Union and made it strong and great. 
Continue, we beseech Thee, to guide our destiny, that the genius 
of our Republic may more and more obtain. May the harmony 


which prevails throughout our borders continue. Keep us ever 
in peaca with all the world. 
less our President and all othersin authority, that they may be 
ided by Thy wisdom toa faithful performance of all their duties. 
less the Congress now convened, eit an instrument in Thy 
hands to the promotion of great good. 
Be graciously near to the friends and families of those who have 


departed this life since we last met. Comfort them with the 
blessed hope of ooral: and let Thy kingdom come in the 
hearts of men that Thy will may be done in all the earth, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed to call the roll of mem- 
bers by States. 

The roll was called, showing the presence of the following-named 
Members and Delegates: 


ALABAMA. 
Wiliam F. Aldrich. Milford W. Howard, 
Albert T. Goodwyn. Joseph Wheeler. 
John H. Bankhead. man H. Aldrich. 
ARKANSAS. 
Philip D. McCulloch. L. Terry. 
John 8. Little. Hugh A. 
Thomas C. McRae. rt Neill 
CALIFORNIA. 
John A. Barham. James G. Maguire, 
Grove L. Johnson, Eugene F. Loud. 
Samuel G. Hilborn. 
COLORADO. 
John F. Shafroth. John C. Bell. 
CONNECTICUT. 
E. Stevens Henry. Ebenezer J. Hill. 
Nehemiah D. Sperry. 
FLORIDA. 
Stephen M. Sparkman. Charles M. Cooper. 
GEORGIA 
Rufus E. Lester. Thomas G. Lawson. 
Leonidas F. oh pe id Carter Tate. 
Charles L. Bartlet: J. C. C. Black. 
John W. Maddox. Henry G. Turner 
ILLINOIS. 
J. Frank Aldrich. Walter Reeves. 
William Lorimer. Joseph G, Cannon. 
Hugh R. Belknap. Joseph V. Graff. 
Charles W. W. John I. Rinaker. 
George E. White James A. Connolly. 
Edward D. Cooke. Benson Wood. 
George E. Foss. Orlando Burrell. 
Albert J. Hopkins. Everett J. Murphy. 
Robert R. Hitt. George W. Smith. 
George W. Prince. 
INDIANA. 


James A. Hemenway, 
Alexander M. Hardy, 
Jesse Overstreet. 
8 U. Johnson. 
Char 


es L. Henry. J. D. ighty 
IOWA. 

Samuel M. Clark. John A. T. Hull? 
— N PAEA P. Hepburn. 

mas egraff. va L. Hager. 

bert G. ina. Jonathan P. Dolliver. 
John F. Lacey. ge D. Perkins, 
KANSAS. 
Richard W. Blue. Charles Curtis. 
Case Broderick. W. A. Calderhead. 
L. Miller. William Baker. 

S. S. Kirkpatrick. Chester I. Long. 
John D. Clard William C. Owens, 
W. Godfrey Hunter. James B. Mc A 
Walter Evans. Samuel J. Pugh. 

rt 8. Berry, M. Kendall. 

LOUISIANA. 
Adolph Meyer. Charles F. Buek. 
MAINE. 

Thomas B. Reed. Seth L. Milliken. 
Nelson Dingley, jr. Charles A. Boutelle. 
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Joshua W. Miles. 
William B. Baker 
Harry W. Rusk. 


Ashley B. Wright. 
Frederick H. Gillett. 
Joseph Henry Walker. 
Lewis Dewart Apsley. 
William 8. Knox. 

W. H. Moody. 


John B. Sending 

Henry F. Thon 7 
„Thomas. 

William Alden Smith. 


James A. Tawney. 
Joel P. Heatwole. 


John M. Allen. 
John C. Kyle. 


George C. 

Robert T. Van Horn, 
David A. De Armond } 
John P. Tracey. 


Jesse B. Strode. 
David H. Mercer. 


Cyrus A. Sulloway. 


Henry C. Loudenslager. 

John J. Bate 

Benjamin F. Howell. 
on Pitney. ; 
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MARYLAND. 
John K. Cowen. 
George L. Wellington. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


William E. Barrett. 


David D. Aitken. 

Roswell P. Bishop. 

John Avery. 

Samuel M. Stephenson. 
MINNESOTA. 


Andrew R. Kiefer. 
Loren Fletcher. 


MISSISSIPPL 


Thomas C. Catchings. 
Walter M. Denny. 


MISSOURL 
Joel D. Hubbard. 
William 


Norman A. Mozley. 
Charles G. Burton. 


MONTANA. 


Charles S. Hartman. 


NEBRASKA. 
William E. Andrews. 


NEVADA. 


Francis G. Newlands. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Henry M. Baker. 


NEW JERSEY. 


James F. Stewart. 
Richard Wayne Parker, 
Thomas McEwan, jr. 
Charles Newell Fowler. 


NEW TORK. 


George W. Ray. 
Theodore L. Poole. 


Henry C. Brewster. 
Rowland B. Mahany. 
Charles Daniels. 
Warren B. Hooker. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Lucien J. Fenton. 
Char 


E Jasper Talbert. 
bury ©. Latimer. 


A. C. Shuford. 
Romulus Z. Linney. 
Richmond Pearson. 


NORTH DAKOTA. 
Martin N. Johnson. 


OHIO. 


David K. Watson. 
Winfield S. Kerr. 


OREGON. 
William R. Ellis. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Charles N. Brumm. 

hraim M.. Woomer, 
James H. Codding. 
Monroe H. Kulp. 
Thaddeus M. on. 
James A. Stahle. 
Josiah D. Hicks. 
Daniel B. Heiner. 
John Dalzell. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Stanyarne Wilson. 
John L. McLaurin. 


SOUTH DAKOTA. 
John A. Pickler. 


DECEMBER 7, 


TENNESSEE. 
W. C. Anderson. Nicholas N. Cox. 
Henry R. Gibson. John E. McCall. 
ton McMillin. James C. Me 
James D. Ric Josiah Patterson. 
TEXAS. 
mson Cooper. George C. Pendleton. 
Charles H. r Charles K. Bell. 


Joseph D. Sayers. 


Joseph W. Bailey. Miles Crowley. 
Jo Abbott. George H. Noonan, 
UTAH. 
Clarence E. Allen. 
VERMONT. 
H. Henry Powers. 
VIRGINIA. 
William A. Jones. Smith S. Turner. 
Robert T. Thorp. Elisha E. Meredith, 
Claude A. Swanson. Henry St. G. 
Peter J. Otey. 
WASHINGTON. 
William H. Doolittle. 
WEST VIRGINIA. 
Blackburn B. Dovener. James H. Huling. 
Alston G. Dayton. arren Miller. 
WISCONSIN. 
H A. Cooper. Michael Griffin. . 
Joseph W. Ba Edward S. Minor, 
Theobold Otjen. John J. Je: 
Samuel A. Cook. 
WYOMING. 
Frank W. Mondell. 
ARIZONA. 
Nathan O. Murphy. 
NEW MEXICO. 
Thomas B, Catron. 
OKLAHOMA. 


Dennis T. Flynn. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk announces that 287 members have 
responded to their names. A quorum being present, the House 18 
now ready to proceed to business. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Cox, its Secretary, announced 
that the Senate had passed the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House of Representatives that a 
quorum of the Senate is assembled, and the Senate is ready to proceed to 


ess, 
Resolved, That a committee consisting of two Senators be appointed, to join 


such committee as a be spans by the House of Representatives, to wait 


upon the President nited States and inform him that a quorum of 


each House is assembled, 2 that Congress is ready to receive any commu- 
make. 


nication he may be pleased 
The message further announced that, in compliance with the 
last-recited resolution, the Vice-President had appointed as said 
committee Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. SMITH. 
SWEARING IN OF A MEMBER. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that there are some 
members-elect whose credentials are at the desk and who should 
be sworn in. y 

The credentials of Hon. J. William Stokes, as Representative- 
elect from the Seventh district of South Carolina, were read. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection to the certificate, the 
member-elect will be sworn in, 

Mr. Stokes (having been escorted to the Clerk’s desk by Mr. 
TATAEE) was duly qualified by taking the oath prescribed by 

aw. 

The Clerk read the credentials of Hon. Charles J. Boatner as 
member-elect from the Fifth district of Louisiana. 

Mr. MEYER. Mr. Speaker, my colleague, Mr. Boatner, is un- 
avoidably detained from the House to-day. He is expected here 
in two or three days, when I trust he may be sworn in. 

NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. CANNON offered the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That a committee of three members be be on the part of 
the Ho to join the committee already appointed by the Senate, to wait upon 
the President and inform him thata quorum of the two Houses has assembled, 
and that Congress is ready to receive any communication he may have to 


e, 

The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. CANNON, 
Mr. PAYNE, and Mr. TURNER of Georgia as the committee on the 
part of the House under the resolution just adopted. 

f NOTIFICATION TO SENATE. 


Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That tho Clerk of the House inform the Senate that a quorum of 
the House of Representatives has appeared, and that the House is ready to 
proceed to business. 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 5 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. GAMBLE, for ten days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. DANFORD, indefinitely, on account of business; and 
To Mr. KLEBERG, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 
RECESS. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House take 
a recess untill 1 o’clock and 30 minutes p. m. to-day. 

The SPEAKER. In the absence of objection, that order will be 
made. 

There was no objection; and accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 47 
minutes p.m.) the Speaker declared the House in recess until half 
past 1 o'clock. ~ 

The recess having expired, at 1 o'clock and 30 minutes p. m. the 
House resumed its session. 

Mr..DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House take a 
further recess until 2 o'clock. 

There being no objection, the motion was agred to by unani- 
mous consent; and accordingly (at 1 o'clock and 31 minutes p. m.) 
the House was declared in recess until 2 o’clock. 

At 2 o'clock p. m. the House resumed its session. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO WAIT UPON THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. CANNON, from the committee appointed by the House to 
join a similar committee of the Senate to wait upon the President 
and notify him that a quorum of both Houses had assembled and 


that Congress was y to receive any communication he might 
be pl to make, reported that they had performed that duty 
and were informed by the President that he would immediately 


communicate with the Congress in writing. 
s PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, 

A message from the President of the United States in writing 
was communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secre- 


taries. 
4 The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the message of the Presi- 
ent. 
The message was read at length. 
ar mi see Senate proceedings of this date.] 
r. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I present the following resolu- 

tion for immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the m of the President be committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union and, with the accompanying 
documents, printed. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Speaker,is the message of the President de- 
batable on that motion? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman from Maine is 
debatable. The gentleman from Maine is recognized if he desires 
to debate the resolution. : 

Mr. DINGLEY. Idonotknow what the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania desires. Does he wish to debate the motion? 

Mr. GROW. Iwould like to discuss the message either now or 
when we go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I think it would be better if the gentleman 
deferred the discussion until the House goes into Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. GROW. I am satisfied either way. I shall only want a 
few minutes. 

The resolution of Mr. DINGLEY was then agreed to. 

PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, reported a bill (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for the 
payment of invalid and other pensions of the United States for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to be printed and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

DEATH OF HON. CHARLES F. CRISP. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is my painful dut 
to have to announce to the House the untimely death of my col- 
league, the Hon. CHARLES F. CRISP, late a member of this y, 
which occurr in the city of Atlanta, Ga., on the 23d day of Oc- 
tober last. 

At some later day in the session we will ask the House to ap- 
poe a time when his friends here may pay fitting tribute to his 

istinguished character and to his eminent public services. At 
the present time I offer the following resolutions for immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the House has heard with 3 sorrow of the death of 


Hon. CHARLES F. CRISP; late a Representative from the State of Georgia. 
Resolved, That as a mark of respect to his memory the House do now ad- 


donn ved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Senate. 

The resolutions were agreed to; and accordingly the House (at 
8 o'clock and 45 minutes p. m.) adjourned until 120'clock to-mor- 
row, Tuesday. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
eee were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as 
ollows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmittin: 
areport of the contingent expenses of the Department for the 
year ending June 30, 1896—to the Committee on Expenditures i 
the Treasury Department. : 

A letter from Hon. Alexander McDowell, Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, transmitting a report for the period from De- 
cember 2, 1895, to June 30, 1896, showing the names of persons 
employed, the time of employment, the sums paid each, itemized 
statement of the expenditures of the contingent fund, the station- 
ery oir etc.—to the Committee on Accounts, and ordered to 

printed. 

A letter from the Architect of the Capitol, transmitting a state- 
ment as to the filtration of water used in the Capitol building, in 
obedience to a provision in the ‘‘Act making appropriations to sup- 
ply deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year endin 

une 30, 1896,” etc.—to the Committee on Appropriations, an 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed 5 the court in the case of 
Fletcher B. Neblett, administrator of Richmond T. Rutledge, de- 
ceased, against The United States to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
Milton Taylor, administrator of He Shobe, deceased, Nimrod 
Shobe, and Solomon Shobe against The United States—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. j 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of the 
heirs of Augustine M. Swain against The United States—to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. - 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
pee, a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Sarah F. Maddux, wife of J. C. Maddux, administrator of Creed 
T. Wise, deceased, against The United States—to the Committee 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. £ 

A letter from the Secretary of Agriculture, transmitting a de- 
tailed statement of the expenditures of all appropriations for the 
Department of Agriculture for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1896, including supplementary account to date—to the Committee 
on Expenditures in the Agricultural Department, and ordered to 
be printed. $ 3 

A letter from Bernard R. Green, the officer in charge of the 
construction of the building for the Library of Congress, trans- 
mitting hisreportof the construction of the balling for the year 
ending December 1, 1896—to the Committee on the Library, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, 
transmitting aninventory of books, maps, and pamphlets remain- 
ing in the folding room December 7, 1896—to the Committee on 
Accounts, 

A letter from the United States Commissioner of Fish and 
Fisheries, transmitting a statement showing expenditures under 
all appropriations for propagation of food-fishes during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1896, and also under certain other appro · 
priations—to the Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fish. 
eries, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the chief clerk of the Court of Claims, 
transmitting statements of all judgments rendered by said court 
for the year ending December 5, 1896, including the amounts 
thereof, etc.—to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

A letter from the Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, 
transmitting a list of all books, pamphlets, furniture, etc., de- 
stroyed, due to the collapse of the annex folding room—to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts. 

A letter from the Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, 
transmitting a statement of sales of waste paper—to the Commit- 
tee on Accounts. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a copy 
of a report of the Government directors of the Union Pacific Rail- 
way Company for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896—to the 
Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

A letter from the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representa- 
tives, transmitting listof property in his charge December 1, 1896— 
to the Committee on Accounts. 

A letter from the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representa- 
tives, transmitting a statement showing receipts and disburse- 
ments = his office to December 1, 1896—to the Committee on 
Accoun: ` 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII. bills and resolutions were severally | N 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. DRAPER, from the Committee on Patents, to which was 
referred the bill of the Senate (S. 2306) entitled “An act to amend 
Title LX, chapter 3, of the Revised Statutes, relating to copyrights,“ 

rted the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
. which said bill and report were referred to the House 


Mr. EVANS, from the Joint Select Committee of on 
Alcohol in the Manufactures and Arts, appointed under authority 
of section 2 of the act of June 3, 1896, pursuant to the provisions 
of said act, submitted the report (No. 2291) of said committee; 
which said report was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
lo titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

By BAKER of New Ham 23, © bill (H. R. 9465) to 
amend section 3519 of the Revised Statutes, to provide for the 
coinage of gold and silver by the United States, and appropriat- 
ing money for that purpose—to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures. 

Mr. CUMMINGS: A bill (H. R. 9466) to amend section 3449 

of the Revised Statutes—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H. R. 9467) granting to the Muscle 
Shoals Tower Company the right to erect, construct, operate, and 
maintain dam or dams, inlet and outlet races or canals, and spn 
station or stations in the Tennessee River at Muscle Shoals, in the 
State of Alabama—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 
By Mr. BAKER of New Hamp: : A bill (H. R. 9468) to 
we the Commissioners of the of Columbia to refuse a 
t to erect stables and to grant one for the erection of dwell- 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas: A bill (H.R. 9469) to e a 
new division of the eastern judicial district of Texas, and to 
vide for the holding of terms of court at Beaumont, Tex., an for 
the appointment of a clerk for said court—to the Committee on 


a Mr. WE 
ELLINGTON Oy oe teas 5 R. 9470) to 


ashington and way y— 
incorporate the W on the District of Columbia, 

By Mr. ADAMS: A bill (H. R. 9471) to increase the efficiency 
of foreign service of the United States, and to provide for the 
igh acpi of the consular service—to the Committee on For- 


By Ar. Bi Mr. BERRY: A bill (H. R. re eee ee of 
the eo of the third session of a Fifty-third Congress—to the 


Committee on Public Bui 
By Mr. MAHANY: A bill K. 6457) to prevent the employ- 


ment yi 5 aliens on Government work to the Commit- 
tee on La 

By Mr. LORIMER: Joint resolution (H. Res. 202) relative to 
improvement of Chicago River from its mouth to the stock i 
on its South Branch, and to Belmont avenue, on the North 
Branch—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 
By Mr. WOODMAN: Joint. resolution (H. Res. 203) recog- 
nizing the independence of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign | to 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC, 


5 Sent 1 of Rule XXII, pevate; bills of the following titles 
oe Mr. BARER sot New I Hampshire: A bill (H. R. 9474) t- 
ew 
6 Hale, widow of Jonathan D. ase 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
„By Mr. BELL of Texas: A bill (H. R. 9475) for the relief of Cal- 
vin T. Hazelwood—to = Committee on Claims. 
BE (al BERRY: A bill (H. R. 9476) for the benefit of George 


enderson, of Camp County, Ky.—to the ‘Committee on 
rand Pensions. 
Also, a bill (H. R.9477) g F 
to the Committee on In 


By Mr. BINGHAM: A bal H. R. (H. R. 9478) granting a pension to 
Mary I. Valentine—to the d Pensions. 
8 bese CROWTHER: A bill (H. R. 9479) granting a pension to 
John—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. JENKINS: A bill (H. R. 9480) for the relief of Luther 
Herrick, late first lientenant Company F, Ninth Regiment New 
York Ca to the Committee on Affairs. 

By Mr. EDITH: A bill (H. R. 9481) to increase the 
of Alice De K. Shattuck—to the Committee on Pensions, 


prin . TRACEY: A bill (H. R. 9482) for the relief of James T. 
An the Committee on Military Affairs. 

p Mr. UPDEGRAFF: A bill (H. R. 9488) for the relief of John 
bush—to the Committee on the Judici 

ief of Helen 


W, Mani . WANGER: A bill (H. R. 9484) for the 

50 the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9485) e & pension to Tune 
norris to the Committee on Invalid F. ensions. 


‘Alsen bill H. R. 9486) ting a pension to A. Dick- 
son, mother of Andrew P. Dickson, deceased—to the ittee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following Spans ae pers 

were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as 85 


By Mr. ADAMS: Petition of the Philadelphia Maritime Ex- 


„fayoring the passage of a bill appropriating $40,000 for a 
mail boat in New York Harbor—to the Committee on Avpropri- 


97 By Mr. TRACEY: Affidavits of John H. Jenkins and Hugh 
e, — support of House bill No. 8717, ae to the claim of 
Riggs, civilian scout—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
bars evidence in 5 of bill for the relief of David Hansel 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Also, affidavits of W. D. Hubbard, R. R. Hart, and William 
Howell, in supp in support of House bill No. 7243—to the Committee on 
valid 
By Mr. UPDEGRAFF: Paper to accompany House bill for the 
relief of John N. Quackenbush—to the Committeeon the Judiciary, 
By Mr. WOOD: ppr of iy Shes Wines sana peg ay of 
County, Ill., against the passage of House 0. 4566, 
uced by Mr. LouD, to second-class mail matter— 
ia the Committee on the P ce and Post-Roads. 


Also, ition of Mary A. Dickson, of County, III., for an 
act granting her a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
SENATE. 

TUESDAY, December 8, 1896. 

Erret by tne „Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 

MARION BUTLER, a Senator from the State of North C 


and GEORGE W. MCBRIDE, a Senator from the State of Coon 
appeared in their seats to-day. 


Journal of 5 proceedings was read and * 
EMPLOYMENT OF ALIENS IN EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, in response to the reso- 


lution of May 9, 1896, calling for the number of aliens employed 


in the Executive Departments ; which was read, as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washin: m, D. C., December 7, 1896. 
Sır: In response to the resolution of the Senate dated May 9, 1896, I have 
ao nga tlc Femme that — — caused a careful and thorough inquiry to be 
. aliens employed in this Department, and as a 

Il the date tthe be as alice “ea ec nat ee p 

8 of the resolution ens were em; 

paranent. Sees Seen eee ee Dee Pee Pes mat Neco — Nr 1 188 
. „ May 20, 1896; 1, May 21, 1896; 1. May 25, 1806; 2 and 


One has 
birth 


May 20 


since date of resolution. There are 3 persons ot pene 
who came to .... 
citizenship, aries 


born whi 
married in the United States, but can furnish no evidence of air deopnsed 
ds’ citizenship. 
, yours, J. G. CARLISLE, 
Secretary. 


The honorable the VICE-PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 

Mr. GALLINGER. This communication is in answer to a res- 
rica Gas bari ae sim- 
ply to rhe that it is gratif me to notice, from the reply 
made by the Secretary of * that the aliens who have 
had conspicuous em ployment i in the public service have found it 
convenient, since attention has been called to this matter, to take 

out naturalization poen I think the offre is being accom- 

plished for which resolution was I move that the 
communication lie on the table and be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

REPORT OF COMMISSIONER-GENERAL OF IMMIGRATION. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 


) tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a report of 


the Commissioner-General of Spel het of the results of his 


mission to the Italian Government October, 1896; which was read. 


Pae CHANDLER. I move that the communication, with the 
panying report, be referred to the Committee on Immigra- 
tion, tions, ond that 500 extra copies be printed for the Commissioner- 
General of Immigration. 
The motion was agreed to. 


1896. 


JUDGMENTS OF COURT OF CLAIMS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Attorney-General, transmitting a statement of all judg- 
ments rendered by the Court of Claimsfor the year ended December 
5, 1896, the amounts thereof, the parties in whose fayor rendered, 
etc.; which was referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the clerk 
of the Court of Claims, transmitting, pursuant to the provisions 
of section Sof the act of Congress approved March 3, 1891, a list of 
judgments rendered in favor of claimants and against the United 

tates and defendant Indian tribes, and not heretofore appropriated 
for; which, with the accompanying paper, was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Dep tions, and ordered to be printed. 
LOTS IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Attorney-General, in response to the resolution of Ma 
18, 1896, asking for a list of lots in the city of Washi m claim: 
by private owners the title to which is in the United States, giv- 
ing the result of a partial examination, and suggesting the neces- 
sity of = additional appropriation to complete the work; which 
was rea 

Mr. CULLOM. It is somewhat difficult to determine to which 
comm ittee the ey e a to be 5 . 5 
wind up by as or an appropriation, and pro y it shou 
be refe to the Committee on Appropriations and printed. I 
will make that motion, in the absence of the chairman of the 
committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

UNION PACIFIO RAILWAY COMPANY. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a report of 
the Government directors of the Union Pacific Railway Company 
for the year ended June 30, 1896; which, with the accompany m 

rt, was referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, 
ordered to be printed. 
FILTRATION OF WATER IN CAPITOL BUILDING. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Architect of the Capitol, transmitting, in response 
to a provision in the deficiency appropriation act of June 30, 1896, 
a report as to the methods for the filtration of water used in the 


Capitol building; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the annual re- 
port of the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries for the year ended 
une 30, 1896; which was referred to the Committee on Fisheries, 
and ordered to be printed. 
REPORT OF SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, submitting a full 
and complete account of all property belonging to the United States 
in his possession December 7, 1896; which was read, and, with the 
accompanying papers, ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

REPORT OF SECRETARY OF THE SENATE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communieca- 
tion from the Secretary of the Senate, submitting, in obedience to 
law, a full and complete account of all property belonging to the 
United States in his possession on the 7th day of December, 1896; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secre- 
tary of the Senate, transmitting, in obedience to law, a statement 
of the receipts and Sr ponalar of the Senate from July 1, 1895, 
to Jeno 80, 1896; which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

PERMANENT CENSUS SERVICE. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate, in compliance 
with the joint resolution relating to the Federal census, approved 
March 19, 1896, a report of the Commissioner of Labor on a plan 
for the adoption of a permanent census service; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Census, and ordered to be printed. 

CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY BUILDING. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the report of 
Bernard R. Green, superintendent in charge, relative to the prog- 
ress of the construction of the building for the Library of Con- 
gress during the year ended December 1, 1896; which, with the 
accompanying papers, was referred to the Select Committee on 
Additio: Accommodations for the Library of Congress, and 
ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented resolutions adopted at the 


national encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, held | bia; 
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at St. Paul, Minn., September3 and 4, 1896, favoring the enactment 


of legislation providing for the better protection of the national 
fiag; which were referred to the Committes on the Library. 

e also presented resolutions adopted at a meeting of the Mon- 
day Club, of Norfolk, Va., favoring the enactment of legislation 
relieving the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which were referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of the Master Car Builders’ Associ- 
ation, of cago, III., and a petition of the American Railway 
Master Mechanics’ Association, of Chicago, III., praying for the 
enactment of legislation looking toward the compulsory use of the 
metric system of weights and measures in the United States; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the Master Car Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, of Chicago, III., praying that an appropriation be made 
for the continuance and more rapid advance of the work in the 
Forestry Division of the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 


Forestry. ; 

He also ented a petition of the Pennsylvania Christian 
Endeavor Union of Scranton, Pa., praying for the enactment of 
a Sunday-rest law for the District of umbia; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Pennsylvania Christian 
Endeavor Union of Scranton, Pa., praying for the enactment of 
legislation prohibiting interstate gambling by telegraph; which 
was referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Pennsylvania Christian En- 
deavor Union of Scranton, Pa., praying for the enactment of leg- 
islation to substitute voluntary industrial arbitration for railway 
enes which was referređ to the Committee on Education and 
r. 

He also nted a petition of the Pennsylvania Christian En- 
Geavor Union of Scranton, Pa., praying for the enactment of leg- 
islation providing for the 8 of an im ial commission 
to investigate the labor pro ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. MORRILL. I present a letter, in the nature of a petition, 
addressed to the Finance Committee of the Senate, signed by sun- 
dry eee e Heme of Milwaukee, Wis., praying for 
the passage of the gley tariff bill. I move that the communi- 
cation be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL ted a petition of the Wool Merchants’ 
Association of elphia, Pa., and a petition of sundry wool 
merchants of St. Louis, Mo., praying for the passage of the so- 
cared Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee 


on nance. ~ 
Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of the Manufacturers’ Club 
r 
ion a., praying for the passage e 
Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee on 


ce. 
He also presented sundry memorials of the Phitad Te 
Printing Pressmen’s Union, No. 4, remonstrating inst the loose 
construction by the Board of General Appraisers of the clause in 
the free list of the tariff act of 1894 relating to scientific books 
and periodicals devoted to original scientific research,” which in- 
flicts great injury to their ; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 
of Alleghany OPAN Pas 
y „Pa., ing against the action of 

the President of the United States in placing certain subordinate 
positions in a large number of the ts of the Govern- 
ment under civil-service rules and that that injustice to 
those who served the Government In te rebellion be reme- 
died; which was referred to the Committee on Civil Service and 
Retrenchment. $ 

Mr. QUAY presented the petition of Paine & Lyne and sundry 
other wool merchants of the State of Utah, praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 
presented a communication from members of 
societies of the Colonial Dames of America, in answer to protests 
made by the original New York Society of Colonial Dames of 


America against the of Senate bill No. 3087, incorporati: 
the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Library. 


Mr. LODGE presented a petition signed by 58 wool traders of 
Boston, Mass., praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which was referred to the Committes on Finance. 

Mr. Mc presented a memorial of the Vermont State 
Medical Society of Burlington, Vt., remonstrating agai the 
passage of Senate bill No. 1552, entitled “A bill for the further 
prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia; 
which was referred to the Committee on the District of Colum 
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He also presented a 
ciation of St. Louis, 
the age of consent in the District of Colum 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented resolutions adopted at a meeting of 


tition of thé Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
o., praying for the posse of a law raisin, 
ia; which was orde: 


citizens of Amesville, Ohio, favoring the enactment of legislation 
for the relief of the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which were 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PERKINS presented a petition of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of San Francisco, Cal., praying for the enactment of legis- 
lation amending the law relating to merchandise imported in 
foreign vessels; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
‘of San Francisco, Cal., praying for the enactment of legisla- 
tion granting protection to the ocean mail steamship service of 
the United States; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce of 


San Francisco, Cal., praying that an appropriation be made for 
the improvement of the channel leading to the navy-yard at Mare 
Island, in that State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, 

Mr. HARRIS presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Chattanooga, Tenn., praying that an appropriation be made 
for dredging in front of the city wharf and Water street in that 
city; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

. BRICE presented the petition of J. D. Platt, of Dayton. 
Ohio, praying for the of the so-called educational-test 
bill; w ‘oh wal ord to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of E. A. Willard, secretary of the 
committee of the tea trade of the United States, praying that a 
specific duty be placed upon tea; Which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the A. K. Tatem Label Com- 
pany, of Salem, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation 
restricting immigration; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of Irvin C. Souders, president of 
the Royal Remedy and act Company, of Dayton, Ohio, pray- 
ing for the enactment of legislation reforming the postal service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


Roads. 

He also presented the petition of John Kalbfleisch, of Claring- 
ton, Ohio, and the petition of Amos Huffman, of Wilmington, 
Ohio, praying for the passage of Senate bill No. 354, 1 for 
the adjustment of pensions of those who have lost limbs or have 
been totally disabled; which were referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of sundry vessel owners, manu- 
facturers, and merchants of Cleveland, Ohio, remonstrating 
against the of Senate bill No. 924, providing for the erec- 
tion of a bridge across the Detroit River at Detroit, in the State 
of Michigan; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented petitions of the Massillon Board of Trade, of 
Massillon; of the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, of Cleveland; 
of the Laidlaw-Dunn-Gordon Company, of Cincinnati; of the Na- 
tional Cash ister Company, of ; of Messrs. Taplin, Rice 
& Co, and the Werner Company, of on; of Homer Laughlin, of 
East Live l; of the Sherwin-Williams Company, the Cleveland 
Twist Drill Company, the King Bridge Company, the National 
Screw and Tack Company, the Grasselli Chemical Company, and 
the American Wire Company, of Cleveland, all in the State of Ohio, 

aying for the enactment of legislation providing for the estab- 
fishy ent of a new department, to be known as the department of 
commerce and manufactures; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr.CALL. I present a communication, in the nature of a peti- 
tion, signed by B. W. Arnold, of Palmetto, Fla., in reference to a 
change in our present system of weights and measures and the 
adoption of the metric system. I move that the communication 
be Ra in the form of a miscellaneous document, as it is a val- 
uable and important paper, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a 
facturers’ Club, of Philadel 
the so-called Dingley tariff 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented sundry telegrams, in the nature of memorials, 
from Armour & Co., J. C. Ames, C. A. McDonald & Co., W. H. 
Harper, and James H. Milne, of Chicago, III., protesting against 
the passage of what is known as the Detroit River bridge bill; 
which ere ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Evanston, III., 
praying for the enactment of legislation relieving the suffering 
Armenians in Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relatibns. 


tition of the Wool Section, Manu- 
ia, Pa., praying for the e of 
ill; which was referred to the Com- 


AFFAIRS IN CUBA, 


Mr. CULLOM. I will take the liberty, while I am upon the 
floor, to state that, if agreeable to the Senate, on Thursday morn- 
ing I shall submit some remarks upon the Cuban question. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


Am from the House of 8 by Mr. W. J. 
Browning, its Chief Clerk, conveyed to the Senate the intelli- 
ence of the death of Hon. Charles F. Crisp, late a Representa- 
ive from the State of Georgia. 
The message also announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lo bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 
A bi . R. 8257 8 a pension to Frances M. Roberts; 
A bill (H. R. 5787) for the relief of Henry A. F. Wortn; 
A bill (H. R. 6634) nting a pension to Sarah M. Spyker; 
A bill (H. R. 7066) for the relief of John Berrisford; and 
A bill (H. R. 8888) to grant an honorable discharge to Christos 
pher C, Cummins. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED, 


The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions: 

A bill (H. R. 3494) nting a pension to Frances M. Roberts; 

A bill (H. R. 5787) for the relief of Henry A. F. Worth; and 

A bill (H. R. 6634) granting a pension to Sarah M. Spyker. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 7066) for the relief of John Berrisford; and 

A bill (H. R. 8888) to grant an honorable discharge to Christo- 
pher C. Cummins. 


AMENDMENT TO IMMIGRATION BILL. 


Mr. SEWELL submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration laws of 
the United States; which was ordered to lie on the table and be 


printed 
DEATH OF REPRESENTATIVE CRISP. 


Mr. BACON. I ask that the me o from the House of Repre- 
sentatives relative to the death of ex-Speaker Crisp be laid before 
the Senate. 

Mr. CALL. I ask the Senator from Georgia to allow me to 
offer a resolution. 

5 Mr. BACON. I do not desire to interfere with the Senator, 
ut—- 

Mr. CALL, Imerely wish to offer a resolution that it may lie 
on the table. 

Mr. BACON. Iwill yield for that purpose. 

Mr. CALL. I offer the resolution which I send to the desk. I 
ask that it be read and lie on the table. I desire to make some 
observations upon it he h 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Has that order been reached, I will in- 
quire? I make the point of order that the order of resolutions has 
not been reached. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will recognize the Senator 
from Florida when the order of resolutions is reached. The Chair 
lays before the Senate the resolutions of the House of Representa- 
tives called ay by the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. SEWELL. Pending that, if the Senator from Georgia will 
allow me, I wish to introduce a bill. 

Ses SHERMAN. This is a privileged matter, from the other 
ouse, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks it I e 

Mr. HALE. I hope the Senator from Georgia will go on. 

Mr. BACON. Iwill not refuse to give way for anything thatis 
imperative, but anything which can wait until another day I 
think might very well be now postponed. 

Mr. CULLOM. Let the resolutions be read. 

Mr. BACON. I ask that the resolutions of the House of Repre- 
sentatives be laid before the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. * The Chair lays before the Senate 
resolutions from the House of Representatives, which will be read, 

The Secretary read the resolutions, as follows: 

In THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, December 7, 1896. 


Resolved, That the House has heard with profound sorrow of the death of 
Hon. CHARLES F. Crisp, late a Representative from the State of Georgia. 
Resolved, That as a mark of respect to his memory the House do now ad- 


ourn. 
Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolution to the Senate. 


Mr. BACON. Mr. President, at some future time I shall ask the 
Senate to appoint a day when eulogies may be heard upon the 
deceased member of the other House, ex-Speaker Crisp. As a 
mark of respect to his memory, I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. i 

“The motion was agreed to; and (at 12 o’clock and 26 minutes 

m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Wednesday, Deceme 

9, 1896, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


1896, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


TUESDAY, December 8, 1896. 
The House met at 12 o’clock m., and was called to order by the 


Speaker. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. COUDEN. 

oa Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

REPORT OF MANAGERS NATIONAL SOLDIERS’ HOME, 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I understand that the report of the 
Board of Menagers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer 
Soldiers is to be laid before the House, and I desire to move that 
the part of it which relates to the government of the Home be 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

I also ask leave to offer the following resolution in regard to the 
printing of the report—— : 

The SPEAKER. Is reference required to more than one com- 


mittee of the subjects contained in the rt? 

Mr. HULL. I have not examined it. I think it isin relation to 
the government of the Home entirely. If they make a report as 
to additional buildings, that would go to the Committee on Mili- 

Affairs just the same, I think. 
. CURTIS of New York. It always goes there. 

Mr. CANNON. Let me look at it before the gentleman makes 
his motion. I apprehend that I shall not antagonize it. 

Mr. HULL. I think it goes to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs in its entirety. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. It always does. 5 

Mr. CANNON. I ask for information. Has the usual motion 
to refer the President’s message been offered? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to refer it to the Committee of the 
Whole was offered and agreed to yesterday. The motion to dis- 
tribute it to the various committees has not been made. 

Mr. CANNON. Is this merely notice of a motion to be made 
hereafter, or is it a motion that is made now? 

The SPEAKER, This is simply in relation to printing and re- 
ferring the hee of the governors of the Soldiers’ Home. 

Mr. CANNON. That report has not yet come before the House. 

3 This is simply a motion to have it referred and 

rinted. 
x Mr. MCMILLIN. I make the point of order that it is impossi- 
ble to hear what gentlemen are saying. 
Mr. CANNON. Iapprehend there will be no difficulty and no 
disagreement about the matter; but after all, I should be very glad 
to see the report printed, and then it can be referred. 

Mr. HULL. y motion simply is that so much of it as should 
go to the Committee on Military Affairs be referred to that com- 
mittee, the same as the President’s message will be referred to 
various committees, and to have a few additional copies printed. 

Mr. CANNON. After all, it will be printed in the usual course 


ina 9 or two, will it not? 
Mr. HULL. This resolution with reference to printi 3 
or the 


go in now, so that there may be a few extra copies prin 
managers and the different Homes. _ 

Mr. McMILLIN, Mr. Speaker, we have not heard the gentle- 
man’s motion, and I do not know whether it is privileged or not. 
It was made in a low tone of voice. I rise to a parliamentary in- 
quiry, 8 to whether the motion which the gentleman makes is 
privileged. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to print extra copies for the mah- 
agers of the Homes would not be a privileged motion. 

Mr. HULL. Iwill change it by adding that so much of the 
report as goes to other committees be referred to those commit- 
tees, so that the Committee on Appropriations will be entirely 
protected if any pari of it ought to go to that committee, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will refer it under the rule. So 
much of it as relates to military affairs will be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and so much of it as relates to ap- 
propriations to the Committee on Appropriations. 

. CANNON. That is correct. 

Mr. HULL. That is right. I now offer the resolution which I 
send to the Clerk's desk. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HULL] offers 
the following reselution, which, not being privileged, will require 


the unanimous consent of the House. e Clerk will read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That there be printed and bound of the Report of the Board of 


Managers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, in addition 
to the usual number, for the use of the Board of Managers of the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 250 copies of the full report of the 
Board, 500 copies of the repor’ proper, 500 copies of the report of the assist- 
ant inspector-general on the State Homes, and 150 copies of the record of 
members, 


Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I would ask the gentleman if 
he has any information from the Public Printer or otherwise as to 
what will be the cost of the extra printing? 


Mr. HULL. I have not. 
XXIX 2 


Mr. 5 Should not the resolution go to the Commit- 


tee on Printi 

Mr. STEE It will cost just that much more. These will 
be printed at the same time as the usual number, with scarcely 
any additional expense. 

e SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 

of the resolution? 

There was no objection. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


FREE USE OF ALCOHOL IN MANUFACTURES AND ARTS. 


Mr. EVANS. Mr. S. er, the Joint Select Committee on the 
Use of Alcohol in the Manufactures and Arts submitted a report 
on yesterday, which, by error, was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. I think it ought to 
go to the Committee on Ways and Means. I therefore ask that 
that reference be made. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. A no it should be referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the correction will be 
made. [After a pause.] The Chair hears no objection. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


The SPEAKER. There being no unfinished business on the 
Speaker’s table, the next thing in order is a call of the standing 
committees for the consideration of bills. The call rests with the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. The Clerk will call the various com- 
mittees in their order. 


USE OF POSTAL CARDS. 


Mr. LOUD (when the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads was called). Mr. Speaker, I am 1 Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post- Roads to call up the bill H. R. 4157. It 
is on the House Calendar. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 4157) to amend the postal laws relating to use of postal cards. 


lawful to 
stamps to be affixed 
master-General may p 
such cards to be sent on 
Hi ins 1 oat and weight as the stamped 

e same form, o we as the stam: postal 
eral use in the United States, : 


Mr. LOUD. In my own time I ask that the report be read. It 
is a full explanation of this bill. 
The report (by Mr. Loup) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads, to whom w: fi 
e bill (H. R. 4157) to amend the postal laws relating to use of pent tA ry 


roximately 
now in gen- 


m, 

to be and the postal card. z 

This system has — very successfully tried in England, and resulted in a 
ess. 


here, st 
— and that it may tend al popu r 
e lines of safety, we earnestly recommend 


POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE PosTMASTER-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., January 1h, 1896. 


Sin: I have the honor to inclose bill submitted to me by yourself a few da: 
ago authorizing the use of private postal cardsin the mails, and to say that I 
approva this bill, with the Fotai contained in it. 

page 32 of my annual report for the year 1895 I called attention to the 


t success of the experiment in Great Britain and Ireland of the use of 


private cards, and sug; their adoption in this country as possibly 
meeting a ponie need and as relieving the 5 itself of some of the 
expense o dling of the present official cards. In 


printing, storing, and han ling 

the poneer gona of Great Britain and Ireland it is 

s after the adoption of the 1 postal card the 

Sones zalog: in from 248,000,000 to 312,750,000, being an increase of 
r cent. 


hese cards should be issued under regulations prescribed by this Depart- 
ment, and should be of the same size and weight as the card issued by the 
Government, to facilitate their handling and transmission in the mails. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
WM. L. WILSON 


Postmaster-General. 


e and Post-Roads, 
louse of Representatives, City. 


cards recited in the last 
n and Ireland leads me to 


partment itself from some expense in the printing, stor- 
o the report 
above referred to, in poran months after the adoption of the 
om - 
000 to 312,750,000, being a difference of 26 per cent. The experiment woul 


Hon. E. F. Loup, 
Chairman Committee on the Post- O 
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therefore, seem to be well worth in our own coun! d I recom- 
mend that authority for the use of private cards in our mails be granted 
by Congress. Of course these should be of the same size and weight 

as the cards issu Government, and the rate of 1 cent per 


— should be prepaid upon them. 

Mr. LOUD. Unless some gentleman desires to discuss this mat- 
ter, I will ask for a vote. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I would ask the gentleman in charge of the 
bill what change it makes from the present system of the use of 


cards. 

Mr. LOUD. This will allow private individuals and business 
firms to use a private card of their own, conforming to the regu- 
lations as to size, etc. It will effect a saving to the Government, 
I will say, in that we will not have to manufacture the cards. 
The bill is recommended by the De ent. 

Mr. 3 Do ou — Des — dan 
nues being impai: y the use ese car 

Mr. LOUD. We have every reason to believe "chat it wit 
increase the revenues very materially. That has been the 
rience in England, where the system has been in very su 
operation for several years. It will save to the Government the 
cost of prin and transportation. It is a profitable part of the 
L post of the He naa: business. The parties must affix a 
ers e stam 

DSON. What kind of advertisements can they 
Pig: on thera? Did you explain that? 
Mr. LOUD. No; the card must conform to present law in that 
t. I will offer to amend this bill by inse: the words 
„ ninety-seven,” in line 4, instead of the 1 “ ninety-six.” 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California moves to 
amend by inserting in line 4 the words ‘‘ ninety-seven,” instead 
of the wards “ ninety-six.” 

Mr. LOUD. This bill was to take effect on the ist of July, 
1896, which time has now Lane 

The amendment was agreed to 

The bill al amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
8 and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LOUD, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


INDEMNITY FOR LOSS OF REGISTERED MAIL MATTER. 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 4156) toamend 
poya laws, providing limited indemnity for loss of registered 
matter. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, ete., That section 3926 of the Revised Statutes be amended so 


as to read as fi follows: 
u Src. 3926. For the 


“es the reve- 


meral may esta uniform system of a ie oe 

—— he thos emery rules under which the sender or owners of lass 

15 to be paid out of the a bette no someon 240 for 
demnity to ou revenues, no case to ex 

on. or value thi when that is less than 

and for which no other com or the loser 
made: ee xe the Department or its revenues shall 
not be liable for the loss of any other mail matter on account of its having 
been registered. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I notice that this would require 
point to be made that it should receive its first consideration in 
Committee of the Whole. 
DOCKERY. Better do it. 


Mr. > 

Mr. DINGLEY. Is this a unanimous report of the committee? 

Mr. LOUD. Itis. Iwill state that the bill has been recom- 
8 by the Post-Office for years, and it is now on the House 
Calendar. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I know; 03 it should beon the Union Calen- 
dar. as it involves a charge on the Treasury. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Possibly a very decided charge. 

Mr. LOUD. Do you desire to have it referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union? 

Mr. DINGLEY. I make no objection to its consideration now, 
Mate, QUIGG. Mr, Speaker, I desire to make the point of order 

esire e 

that I discussion. 


ould like to hear this 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York makes the 
ouse is not in order. The House will 


point of order that the 
please be in order. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker, I should like to ask the gentleman 
from California as to the value of the registered wads that is 
lost. What is the annual average? 

Mr. LOUD. I do not know that I can inform the gentleman 
now. If he will listen to the reading of the report I think it will 
give full information as to the facts. It will give all the infor- 
mation in our possession. It gives the re the Postmaster- 
General and his recommendation, which I will ask to have read 
in my time. It covers this case fully. 
Mr. Y. Has consent been given to consider the 


billin the House? Consent has not yet been given to its considera- | ago. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the report, as follows: 
The Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, to whom was ref: 
the bill (H. R. irae Pa gp Te need laws et loss of at 


77... off hack cogiabeted all onthe, il 
cases mat while new 
‘been successfully demonstrated in most countries of E e 


this conntry, hasbeen 
gnd suchste on, we be aafel tbe safely h isa a most ee en of our postal 3 
eps as can bring i more ae CNRS use 
Passage of È of the 2 aeaa ny pawe we 
Follo are the views of Postmasters-General Bissell and Wilson, 8 
ost master-General ding this 


with 8 of P. Wilson recommen: 

statistics of mail matter lost during the past year: 

OFFICE OF THE PosSTMASTER-GENERAL, 

We n, D. C., January 14, 1896. 
nee Ihave the honor to return herewith a bill submitted by you to me 


vig Sean dood anger inde for the loss of matter 
preal: amendment of section S08 of the Revised tatutes, and to 
say that the yore with the approval of this Department. It is in the li 
of the of my pred: on Page. 82 of my ann 


recommen ecessor, and 
Bola for the year 1895 the reasons for the enactment of such a law are 


Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, 
WM. L. WILSON, 
Fostmaster- General. 


Ton E LAUD, vas 
Chairman Committee on Past-Office and 
House of Representatives, City. 


[Report EA AA AAR Bissell. } 
INDEMNITY FOR LOST REGISTERED MATTER. 

The Third Assistant Postmaster-General renews his recommenda 
last year, for the enactment of a law under which i indemnity, not to ity, not to exceed 
$10 in any case, may be made for actual losses in the registered mails 
tei a after 8 is found to be im ible. 

opinion that under such a law a considerable amount of revenue 
would be Obtained reduced and that the losses in the 


y y trations, I 


[Report Postmaster-General Wilson.] 
LIMITED INDEMNITY FOR LOST REGISTERED MATTER. 
In oe —— of last year, submitted b predecessor, attention was 
call a law au ap Bat ment of an indemnity, 
matter in the mails. 
aati Itis part of the 
tries of the world, and w 


e eee sae 
toa extent at leas ety. 
the opinion that such a m z 
that in ashort 


would be 

could be much more satisfactorily in 

2 losses occur in the mails. e saving to the Government in 
ee Big re Rance ee probably more than repay it for the 


aTTiiks in a tenttor that will ne d abt be beought bet ‘ore the Postal Union Con- 
TTT but before that time a law should 
acted authorizing the introduction of this reform into our domestic 
postal system. 


REGISTERED-MAIL SM 


Five thousand two 5 and L eighty com: ts pertaining to the 
tered mail were received during the year. O 3 — number alleged 
rifling or abstraction of the contents of the letters or 
sannouso . loss we — pon en and oe. Only 19 
com: lessness were receiv: 

A Of the office records for the last two fiscal ears shows 
the number of laints aff the registered Spr the 
year 1895 was less than the number of complaints of the same 
character received during 1804. aratioof . It is 
worthy of note that the total number of actual losses rred 
A AT GUREN tiie ase teal vous wee Alls toes LLAN tiem AOA 
during the vious year, or a decrease of a little more SaaS pot cens: Thè 
— t show that the employees of the 


handled, 3 TRASS OST pieces of registered mail d 


Sara 3 STATISTICS. 


The number of gt tethers pet nes well the year was 
14428081 08 which 1.144 5 and official 


Sins shows a falling of in pa paid registrations of &T — Tho 


Mr. McMILLIN the reading of the J. Mr. 
ore tt do I a AA arg Ah the bill is up for petty sac tion? 
The SPEAKER. It is up for consideration, 
Mr. McMILLIN. In strictness the consideration of this bill 
2 have to be in Committee of the Whole, because it provides 
for fixing a liability upon the Government, and I d have 
made bd PONS COT MOR TOE T8 NEATIS IO I OAT 
in the I was unable to the full scope of the bill as it 
was read. I submit that the bill is really a very far-reaching one, 
inasmuch as it makes the Government liable for losses of regis- 
tered mail matter, or authorizes the Postmaster-General to make 
regulations under which the Government shall be liable for such 
losses, gitar eee O e sg tency of sufficient importance to 
3 least 3 ery careful consideration. 
D. I tae no objection, Mr. Speaker, to the bill peng, 
3 in Committee of the Whole, as I stated when the 
tleman from Maine [Mr. Dix dL] rose to make the point a w. 
I do not, however, think that the bill is of such 3 
portance as the gentlemen from Tennessee suggests. 


service 
the last 
handled. 


1896. 
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Mr. DOCKERY. Bills on the Union Calendar are not in order 
under this call. X J 

The SPEAKER. They are not. Is this bill on the Union Cal- 
endar? 

-Mr. DOCKERY. No; but the point is made by the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. MCMILLIN] that it ought to be there, inas- 
much as it involves a liability, and possibly a very large liability, 
upon the Government. The bill seems to have been erroneously 
referred to the House Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. I suppose the point of order ought to have 
been made before discussion was entered upon. It would now 
seem to come too late. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I think there was some sort of understanding 
that the rule would not be insisted on. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California Dis. Loe 
states that he would be very willing to have the bill di d in 
Committee of the Whole, but at the present stage of the proceeding 
that would require unanimous consent. 

Mr. MM . The gentleman from California is strictly 
within the rule. The bill seems to have been erroneously referred 
to the House Calendar, but, being on that Calendar, it would of 
course be entitled to consideration in this hour. The trouble is 
that the bill was erroneously referred, and in that way was made 
in order at this time. The suggestion of the Chair would prob- 
ably meet the difficulty. 

. LOUD. I am perfectly willing, Mr. Speaker, to accede to 
any reasonable su ion that may be made. 

Mr. McMIL! . Iwill ask consent that the bill be considered 
in Committee of the Whole. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that if it was brought 
up in that way it ought to be . up at the end of this hour. 
The Chair thinks that to bring up bills in this hour and then go 
into Committee of the Whole would make confusion in the prac- 
tice of the House. 

Mr. McMILLIN, I think the Chair is quite right, and I will 
therefore defer the request until the expiration of this hour. I 
realize, Mr. Speaker, that under a strict construction of the rule, 
the point of order not having been made when the gentleman from 
California asked for the consideration of the bill, he is entitled to 
have it considered at this time. Realizing that, I did not make 
the point of order that the bill could not be considered in this hour, 
because the House had already entered upon its consideration. I 
made my suggestion merely to call attention to the provisions of 
the bill, believing that when attention was called to it the House 
would be disposed to give the measure the careful consideration 
that it seems to require. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But the gentleman from Tennessee did say 
that he would have made the point of order in time if he had been 
able to hear the reading of the bill. 

TheSPEAKER. As the consideration of the bill has been begun, 
perhaps it may as well go on. The n from California 
[Mr. Loup] desires to have the report read in full. 

The Clerk resumed and completed the reading of the bill as 


above. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. S. er, an investigation of the registration 
branch of the Post. Oe will show that we are gradually losing 
our registration business, while we are still maintaining the expen- 
sive machinery which that branch of the postal service demands, 


The express companies ut the country, which guarantee 
2 in case of loss, are ually 8 all this class of 
business, which was formerly done by the Post-Office Department, 


and to those who have looked into the matter it seems quite clear 
that the time has arrived when we ought either to go out of the 
registration business or else provide some such system as is here 
proposed, whereby the people may huve a n the safety 
of such matter as they confide to the charge of the Department, or 
some measure of indemnity for its loss. The Government charges 
a very liberal fee for registration for es and letters, 8 
cents, and the istration nt is one of the most profit- 
able branches of the service. For several years past Postmasters- 
General have called the attention of Congress to the necessity of 
providing for some limited indemnity for losses incurred by per- 
Sons who send registered matter through the mails. Now, on the 
basis of the 250 5 lost in the year 1895 (and the amount of loss 
upon packages is being continually reduced) it would have cost 
this Government not more than $25,000 had we paid $10 for every 
package that was lost. 

The Post-Office Department is becoming more ect in its 
operations ay by day—more careful in the execution of its busi- 
ness; and, as I haye remarked, the number of lost packages is 
decreasing year by year. We therefore have no right to assume 
that the ratio will increase. But we do assume that if we can 


Mr. QUIGG. May I inquire of the gentleman from California 


whether it is proposed to charge a fee for the insurance which 
this bill e in connection with the registration? 

Mr. L . No additional fee—nothing more than is charged 
at present. We charge now a fee of 8 cents for registration; and 
we do not guarantee in any manner the delivery of the matter 
thus confided to the mails. 

Mr. QUIGG. Anditis proposat to insure the safe delivery of 
this mail matter for no ađditional fee? 

Mr. LOUD. That is what is proposed. 

Mr. QUIGG. Now, Icall the attention of the gentleman to the 
fact that on the registration of last year, had this bill been in force 
asa law, the United States would have been liable (if I understand 
* the oe before me) to the extent of $117,000,000. 

. LOUD. Will the gentleman repeat that statement? 

Mr. QUIGG. The Postmaster-General in this report says that 
the number of pieces of mail matter registered by paid 1 
tion was 11,744,525. Now, if the Government had been liable 

ca LOUD. That is, if all those pieces of registered matter had 
been lost. 

Mr. QUIGG. Les; if they had all been lost 

Mr. LOUD. Ishould prefer, Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman is 
going to make a 3 

Mr. QUIGG. Iam not going to make a speech. I merely wish, 
with the permission of the gentleman from California, to call the 
attention of the House to the rather serious character of the in- 
surance which this bill proposes. I have no doubt that a bill 
could be drawn which would amply justify any responsibility 
which the Government may assume. 

Mr. LOUD. If the gentleman wishes to discuss the bill I will 
yield to him. How much time does he wish? 

Mr. QUIGG. I do not know that I want more than two or 


three minutes, 
the gentleman five minutes, if he 


Mr. LOUD. I will yield 
wishes to occupy that much time 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker, it appears from this statement of the 
Postmaster-General that had this bill been in operation during 
the last year as a law the United States would have been liable on 
the registered business of that year to the extent of $117,000,000. 
Of course, it is not su ble that any considerable proportion 
of this registered mail matter would have been lost; but it does 
appear that 5,280 complaints were made in reference to registered 
packages that went astray. This means that under a bill of this 
= rey ates have been liable on these complaints to the extent 

Now, if it were proposed to charge an additional fee which 
would reimburse the Government to the extent of the loss which 
may be expected to occur, such legislation would seem to be en- 
tirely justifiable. But if it is proposed to make the Government 
liable without enabling it to recoup its necessary loss—becausé 
there must inevitably be a certain amount of loss—I shall have 
to vote against the bill. 

It seems to me there ought to bein the bill a provision author- 
izing the Postmaster-General, in establishing this uniform system 
of registration, to require an additional fee whenever the sender 
of registered matter may wish the Government to insure him. I 
hope the gentleman from California will embody in his bill such 
a provision. I should think that anybody who may wish to send 
through the mails a package, valuable even to the extent of $5, 
would willingly pay an additional fee of five or ten cents. Under 
such a system the Government would have some chance of get- 

ing back the money which it must pay upon these losses. 
gentleman from California is continually reminding-Con- 
of the fact that there exists in the postal business of the 
vernment a large deficit—that our expenditures for that serv- 
ice are, I believe, nine or ten million dollars ahead of our receipts. 
et is in danger by this bill of increasing the deficit in the sum of 
$50,000, more or less. 

Mr. BINGHAM rose. 

Mr. LOUD. I will yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
How much time does he desire? 

Mr. BINGHAM. About five minutes. 

Mr. LOUD. I will yield that time to the gentleman. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The remarks of the gentleman from New 
York, predicated upon a statement of the obligations of the Gov- 
ernment, presuppose the absolute loss of every package carried in 
the regi mail, making such obligation amount to 15,000, 
Should the gentleman’s ent be seriously considered by th 
House, it would be in conflict with the statistical basis upon 
which all our life-insurance companies and great express com- 
panies proceed in carrying on their business. Both these classes 
of corporations assume in the transaction of their business obli- 
3 and liabilities in excess of any or pra loss by thé 

th of the insured parties or by the loss of packages carried by 


cas ra 
be . QUIGG. But of course those companies charge a fee for 


the obligation which they assume, 
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Mr. BINGHAM. They charge their regular commission, as we 
charge in registration of mail matter the regular fee of 8 cents on 
each parcel, which presupposes that, by reason of the care in the 
transmission of the vast amount of mail carried, the loss bears a 
very small relation to that amount. I will . dd the 5 

ni 


the figuresfrom the report. The International Postal Union, five 
years ago, asked that the Government of the United States might, 
in accord with the 8 of the rest of the world, give an 
indemnity for such losses as those covered by this bill. e did 
not do it, and, although that has been the recommendation of the 
various officials of the Department during the last five years, this 
is the first legislative expression which has been presented to carry 


out that $ e. 

Now, E Speaker: a word as to the es inyolved in this leg- 
islation. The registration fees received by the artment during 
the last fiscal year amounted to $975,388.88. Of this vast amount 
the work accomplished covered the handling of fifteen millions and 
upward of pieces of mail matter, of which the Government trans- 
ported free through the mails 2,913,000 pieces of registered matter. 

Let us come to the practical phase of this question. The pend- 
ing bill aa that indemnity shall be allowed to the loser of 
registered mail matter not to exceed $100n any one piece. What, 
then, are the losses which have heretofore occurred in this branch 
of the service? The complaints from all sources during the last 
fiscal year amounted to 5,817. Of this number, 4,501 complaints 
were y sei, ace and 1,316 were in process of investigation, 
but not Pig completed at the close of the year. 

How did these losses occur? Losses chargeable to the Dang 
and wrecking of pe and postal cars and steamboats 
minor unavoidable accidents, 1,155; losses chargeable to depreda- 
tions by postal officials, 190; losses through postal employees, from 
other causes than theft, 122; losses resulting from de ations 
outside parties, 231, and losses the r bility for which coul 
not be fixed, 152. 

The Third Assistant Postmaster-General, in his report with 
reference to this subject, says: 

Of the foregoing cases— 

Those I have just cited— 


recoveries were made and the value of the lost articles restored to the 
owners as follows: 


Number of cases in which recovery was impossible 852 


Assuming that this proportion will be the same in the cases yet to be inves- 
tigated, the number of actual losses will reach 1,101, or 1 in — 13,721 pieces 


88 and stam r dispatched to tmasters, leaving 620 
vV: ＋ pe 7 .. Sed, As 


a 365 pieces registered. 
E aA Unde wan en TAOren A the DEET 


to a greater number of accidents, such as the burning of 
cars, etc., the total for 1896 pa 9 as against 625 for 
There was a very great reduction in the number of losses through the care- 
lessness or ignorance of postal employees—that is to say, through other 
causes than criminal misconduct—the total being only 122, as against 258 for 
Loy? eet year. This indicates an improvement in the general efficiency 
e service. 


Therefore, Mr. Speaker, should this law be placed upon the 
statute books and the Government be made responsible for the 
maximum amount, $10, in each case of these losses (and there are 
many cases where the maximum loss would be very much less), 
there will be but little over 600 cases of loss for which the Govern- 
ment would be responsible, although this legislation would apply 
to and cover the transmission of upward of 15,000,000 pieces of 
mail matter. 

Mr. QUIGG. Let me ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania if 
that would not be a question for judicial interpretation? There 
is a liability in every one of such cases. Now, if the liability shall 
be fixed by statute, it is a matter for the courts to determine 
whether the Government shall pay $10 or any other sum. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will state to the gentleman from New York 
that the same rules of investigation would spay in this case as 
apply in all losses relating to the postmaster by robbery and depre- 
dation up to a fixed limit. The Department adjudicates the loss; 
and the Postmaster-General, having the administration of this law, 
and being authorized to fix rules and regulations, would provide 
some similar rules for the adjudication of such losses as this, 
That is the case when there has been a loss by depredation or 
otherwise of postal funds; and the regulations, coming from the 
same source, will be equally critical to protect the Government 
under the operation of this bill. 

HOP Let me ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
if it is not true that the bill is protected or the Government pro- 
tected—from the fact that the granting of an indemnity to the 
extent suggested in case of loss to the persons sending registered 
mail matter would increase largely the registration fees, and 


would be an absolute source of revenue to the Government, even 
if the adoption of this measure had the effect suggested by the 
gentlemen from New York? 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is the experience of every government 
which has tried this system. 

Mr. DOCKERY. ill the gentleman from California yield to 
me for a moment? r 

Mr. LOUD, Iwill yield tothegentleman such timeas he desires, 

Mr. DOCKERY. Ishall not occupy but two or three minutes, 
as I only wish to ask the gentleman a question. 

This seems to be a measure to put the business of registration by 
the Post-Office Department in competition with the business of the 
express companies; and so far as that can be safely accomplished, 
within the limits of our revenues, I favorit. But in order tointel- 
ligently accomplish our purpose we should know exactly what the 
8 companies charge for a similar service. 

. 8 er, I can readily understand how this bill may in- 
crease the business of registration for all packages under $10; but 
I am utterly unable to see how it will enlarge the scope of our 
business for packages exceeding $10 in value. If Iam correctly 
advised, the express companies have a schedule of fees. That is 
to say, they charge a much less fee for the transmission of $10 
than for the transmission of $100. This ‘bill puts all the regi 
tered mail of the Government on the same basis, so far as liability 
is concerned; and while it may materially increase the transmis- 
sion of small sums of money, it seems that it will simply advertise 
the fact to the country that we do not guarantee any amount in 
excess of $10, and the result will be that the Government will do 
the small business while the express companies will do the larger 


business. 
att BINGHAM, That is all the Post-Office Department wants 
0. 

Mr. DOCKERY. If that is true, then this bill will exactly 
accomplish the object sought by the Department. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Undoubtedly. I will state to the gentleman 
that the whole ee is outside of the line of what-we call the 

ing of the This is an addendum of a line of work in 
th ce Department 3 of the transmission of 
mails, just like your money-order system. It will be a great 
convenience to the people in localities where they can not bare 

conveniences,' 

X CKERY. When the gentleman refers to the money- 
order system he should remember that our liability is limited, 
under any snee pe = se Pan there is no limitation 
as tothe amount which may nsmitted in a registered package. 
Such is the law, as I understand it. ite 

Mr. BINGHAM. None that I know of, only that practically 
the registered mail is not a very valuable mail. People do not 
send things of peas value by tered mail, 

1 re DO KERY. Practically that may be true, but still there 
no law limiting a package to any maximum amoun 
Mr. BINGHAM. None whatever. 0 8 
Mr. DOCKERY. Therefore, as a matter of fact, as I under - 

stand the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BINGHAM], we do 

compete for the transportation of money packages without regard 
to amount. : 

Mr. BINGHAM. Small sums. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Practically it may be limited to small 
amounts, but as a matter of fact we have no limit. 

Mr. BINGHAM. No limit other than a man’s common sense, 
If he is going to send a thousand dollars to some part of the 
country, he will not send it through the mail. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly; and the express companies trans- 
mit larger amounts. Why? Because, although the sender pays 
an increased fee for the transmission of larger amounts of money, 
he is secured for the entire amount. Now, then, comes the Gov- 
ernment and advertises to the country that for 8 cents we will 

ntee the safe transmission of all amounts not exceeding $10, 

ut that the Government will not be liable for an amount in 
excess of $10. 

Mr. HALL. I will say to my colleague, if he will allow me to 
interrupt him, that the insurance under this bill does not apply 
exclusively to the amounts under $10. It applies to all amounts, 
This is a ten-dollar insurance. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But the actual amount is paid if it is less 
than $10, as I understood the rending of the bill. Iam not pre- 

to say that this is not a wise bill, but it does seem to me 
that the House ought to be in ion of information which up 
to this moment has not been given us. 

Mr. QUIGG. Does the gentleman from Missouri happen to 
know what the charge of other governments is? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Iwas just coming to that point, and I am 
obliged to the pees from New York for the suggestion. The 
report states that other governments have this system of registra- 
tion, that is, a limited guaranty system. 

Mr, QUI Yes, 
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Mr. DOCKERY. Now, in order to determine whether or not 
we should follow the system the House should know what the sys- 
tem is, whether they have a fixed fee, as we have—thatis, 8 cents 
without regard to the amount transmitted, or whether they have 
a schedule of fees. If I understand the reading of the report of 
the Pos r-General, the income of the Government from reg- 
‘istered mail amounted last year to $975,000. This bill carries a 
liability, or at least a probable liability, on the basis of the busi- 
‘ness of last year of $50,000, as I understood the gentleman from 
New York. 

Mr. QUIS. i Be pear dollars; that is true. 

Mr. CKERY. Speaker, I am so accustomed to follow- 
ing the able and economical lead of my friend from California 
[Mr. Loup] that I will not depart from that custom in this case; 
and yet I venture to suggest simply that this bill involves a great 
many doubts as to its 1 

Mr. BINGHAM. here does the gentleman get his estimate of 
50,000? The Fah losses last year were 620. 

Mr. QUIGG. It appeared from the report that Iread that there 

were complaints of losses of paid registration—I so understand 


it—in 5,200 4 
i Mr. BIN GHAM. That is, complaints? 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes. 

Mr. BINGHAM. But now give me the result of the investiga- 
tion. 

Mr. QUIGG. The result of the investigation will be whatever 
the courts fix. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Now, after investigation of the cases on the 
part of the Department, he can see that last year there were5,817 
cases—the gentleman understands? 


Mr. QUIGG. Yes. 
Mr. BINGHAM, Fifty-eight hundred and seventeen com- 
plaints? i 


8 gage Yes. 
r. BINGHAM. After investigation of the 852 cases of irrey- 
0 le loss. All other cases had covered, 232 involving offi- 
cial matter, such as stamps and stamped paper dispatched 
to „e leaving cases of private loss. The gentleman 
understands? 

Mr. QUIGG. I do not think there is any difference between 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania and myself. I only seek to 
ja out to the House that complaints were made that involved 

iability on last year’s business of 50, 000. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Complaints? 

Mr. QUIGG. Now, as to how they will be adjudicated under 
this bill, that is another question; but it does seem to me we cer- 
tainly ought to know something of the experience of other coun- 
tries as to this form of insurance, as to whether our fee is adequate. 
That it is going to involve a cost there can be no question. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Very small. 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman from image iR Says very 
small.” It is probable, but not inevitable, that it may be very 
large. We are going to have a certain amount of loss. 

Mr. BIN GHAM. Let me ask the gentleman from New York, 
What do you do for this $957,000 of additional revenue to your 
Department or Government? 

. QUIGG. We take, as I understand, special care of these 


letters. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Under a system of receipts. 

Mr. QUIGG. And that especial care is what is paid for. Now 
it is proposed, in addition to taking especial care, that we shall 
offer to reimburse the sender or owner of the 2 0 that may 
be claimed to have been lost to the extent of 810 per E 
Now, are we going to charge a sufficient fee for the risk that is 
incurred? 

i Mr. BINGHAM. Of which the gentleman states the maximum 

50,000. 

Mr. QUIGG. Now, I consider that bad business, especially 

Mr. HOPKINS. If the gentleman will allow me right there, 
the zepon of the Postmaster-General shows that there is a reve- 
nue of $970,000 a year from this registration service. Now, where 
the Government receives such a benefit as that, does not the 
gentleman think, in fair dealings, that this loss of individuals 
should be paid, especially where it is such a minimum figure as 
he himself has 8 and will not the increase of business 
that the Government will get from this be an absolute source of 
revenue, even in view of all the bad results he is picturing here? 

Mr. goaa It may be so, Mr. S er, 

Mr. HOPKINS. In other words, this bill will divert these small 
kages from the express companies to the Government, and the 
vernment will get 8 cents for their delivery. 

Mr. QUIGG. I do not know that that is 4 very suitable busi- 

ness for the Government to engage in. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Why not? 

Mr. 8 I am not one of those who are in favor of divert- 
ing business from private institutions to the Governmént. 


Mr. HOPKINS. Right there let me ask the gentleman—— 

Mr. QUIGG. I do not want to get off on that subject; but, i 
answer to the gentleman’s proposition, I want to say that I think 
the 8 does a little too much of that sort of thing 
anyhow. 

. HOPKINS. If the gentleman will allow me right there, 
this legislation is in the interest of the people. There are hun- 
dreds and thousands of people that avail themselves of the laws 
that exist to-day. Experience has taught us that it is in the inter- 
est of the people, and in the interest of cheap transportation as to 
a certain line of packages. 

Now, speaking for myself, I believe that this kind of legislation 
is beneficial that resultsin the greatest good to the greatest num- 
ber, even if it does trespass a little on the rights of a company like 
an express company. 

Mr. QUIGG. But here is the point: We are already nine mil- 
lions short in our receipts from postal business. Wehave got 
deficit to make up anyhow. The gentleman from California Mf. 
Doun) out other gentlemen propose to make it up, as the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Hopkins] well knows, by limiting thé 
operation of the present laws, by toan extent repealing them and 
forbidding the use of the mails to some of those who now enjoy 
that use. Iam not altogether clear as to whether something of 
that kind ought not to be done; but here is a proposition to 
increase our inevitable loss. I do not say that it will increase it 
very much. I say that it may increase it very much, while we 
shall obtain no additional revenue whatever except a speculativé 
one, which may possibly result from drawing business from the 
express companies. I think the gentleman from California ought 
at least to tell us whether we are running in this matter any 
greater risk than other governments run who do the same kind of 
business. For instance, what are the governments that do this 
business and what do they charge for it? Will the gentleman 
from California give us that information? 

Mr. LOUD. The gentleman from New York seems to be we 
solicitous about this little deficiency of nine millions, yet there 
no man in this House who has-been a stronger advocate of the 
very system which causes a deficiency in our postal receipts, and 
I believe he is an advocate of it to-day. I believe, and the officials 
of the Post-Office Department have believed for years, that a 
measure like the one now pending will increase the receipts of the 
Government, I have never stood on this floor advocating any 
measure that would tend to enlarge the deficiency in the postal 
service, and I hope that I shall never occupy any such position. 
I wish the gentleman from New York could assert the same for 
himself. Now, let us get back to the measure under consideration. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. While the gentleman is on the floor I want 
to ask him a question, if he has no objection, in order to get at 
what is in this bill. 

Mr. LOUD. That is just what I am trying to do. . 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I want to ask the gentleman this question: 
Would the effect of this bill, if it should me a law, be to péř- 
mit the sender of registered mail matter to register it without 
communicating any information to the Postmaster-General, or to 
anybody else, as to its contents? 

r. LOUD. Iam surprised at the gentleman from Ohio, ripe 
e is in age and rich in experience, asking a question of that 
c 


acter. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I asked it for information. 

Mr. LOUD. The Post-Officé Department has been managed in 
the past, and I believe it will be ed under the incoming Ad- 
ministration, by men entirely competent to manage its affairs 
judiciously, and I believe that under the next Administration suf- 

cient ju ent and discretion will be applied to the conduct of 
the Post-Office Department to protect the interests of the Govern- 
ment. It is within the power of the Postmaster-General under 
this bill, and under all our laws relating to the Post-Office De- 
rtment, to prescribe such rules and regulations as may seem to 

proper and necessary to protect the Government. 
I assume, Mr. Chairman, that the registration fee which we now 
charge will produce a sufficient fund to guarantee the limited in- 
demnity that is proposed. een will look at the report 
accompanying this bill they will see that last year the falling off 
in registration fees alone was $57,000. I have already stated that 
our registration system is the most profitable portion of the busi- 
ness of the Department, and the more successfully we can regu- 
late it so that the masses of the people will patronize it the more 
we shall increase the receipts of the Government in that branch 
of the public service. The falling off in registration fees last year 
was $57,000, and the profit on that business if it had been done by, 
the Department would more than meet all the losses that Gen 
during the year. It ap that there was a loss of over 5,000 
packages, and the eman from New York bases his caleulé*' 
tion on the assumption that avery one of r fron was worth 
e 


pe I think it would be assume, jud from the experi- 
mce of the Department, that these packa; d not average $1 


in value, and I do not believe that the losses, as the Department is 
run to-day and as it must continue to be run, will amount to over 
$10,000 a Fear; while, on the other hand, the change here proposed 


bring a large increase of profitable business. 
The Post-Office Committee have given this matter serious con- 
sideration, not alone during this Congress, but in previous Con- 
gresses, and gentlemen who have investigated the subject are 
unanimous in pappor of this bill. I repeat, that the Postmasters- 
General for the last sixteen years have advocated the passage of 
a measure of this character. There is no possible danger in it, 
‘and, as I said when I began, we should either go out of the regis- 
tration business entirely or 8 it in such a manner that it 
Will commend itself to the people generally. Registration, as gen- 
emen understand, is to a great extent intended for the accommo- 
tion of 5 in places where there are no express offices, 
nO money-order offices, and no other means of sen packages 


5 . t by re red mail, 

Mr. B GHAM. W e gentleman allow me to supplement 
this statement with some . 

Mr. LOUD. I will yield to gentleman a moment for that 


u 5 
x Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Quice] 
states that there were upward of 5,000 complaints year. Con- 
ceded. They were complaints as to the loss of registered matter, 
oe such complaints as the gentleman makes when his letters are 
not delivered at the re ime or at the proves place. But the 
gentleman from New York predicates his argument as to the 
‘amount of the losses, which hê puts at $50,000, on the ET JE eros 
that in every case the lost pac contained something of e 
value, and that none of the i were recov 8 
ow, let me give him the official 

Mr. LOUD. We ht concede that every contained 
something of value and that 10,000 were lost, and still we should 
have a strong case. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Now, let me give the official figures. 

Mr. LOUD. I am willing to adiit that all the registered par- 
cels contain articles of value. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Upon 15,000,000 of transmissions there were 
something over 5,000 complaints, of which 1,850 were found to 
iņvolve actual losses. Of the 1,850 cases of loss, 852 were found 
to be im ible to adjudicate; 232 involved official matter; there 
were only 620 cases of private loss, so that $6,200 would have been 
the absolute loss of the ent last year on this class of busi- 
ness (if a law of this kind had been in operation) as against a 
revenue of $975,000. 

Mr. FOOTE. If this bill should pass, would not the liability 
of the Government in case of loss be less than that of a common 
carrier in similar cases? 

Mr. LOUD. I do not know about that; probably it would. 
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ny, for ce suffering loss has a right o on 
2 5 Why should there not be a similar liability 
on the of the Government? 

Mr. HEPBURN rose. 

* Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, how much is there remaining of the 
our? 

The SPEAKER. Thirteen minutes. 

Mr. LOUD. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Iowa 


[Mr. . et 
Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. S , it seems to me that the relief 
roposed to be given by this bill is exceedingly inconsiderable. 
e gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BINGHAM] tells us that, 
measured by the peace of the Government during the last 
, the cases in which 5 have to be paid is Sg 
Trovemnment under a law of this kind would probably number a 
little more than 600, so that the actual amount paid as indemnity 
would be at most only about $6,000. If reimbursement should be 
made by the Government in all the cases in which complaints 
were made, the amount would be less than $50,000. Such reim- 


made by the fees of 8 cents each on packages 
of registered matter. Now, I should like to know why a man 
e valued at $10.10 should be obliged to con- 
tribute to this fund with no possibility of reimbursement to him 
while a man who sends a registered package valued at $10 would 
receive reimbursement. If we are going to do anything of this 
kind at all, is it not wise to do it in such a way that each of the 
11,000,000 of the contributors to this fund should in case of loss be 
a beneficiary? It might be done if the gentleman would consent 
to this amendment which I desire to propose: 

Amend by st out all of lines 11,12, and 13 down to and including the 


word ders in line 14, and inse: lieu thereof the foll 


And the Post-Office Department may cha’ a fee for such se equal 
tol per cent of the value of the package red; but the liability of the 
Government shall not exceed the value of the package; and in no case more 


than $100 on one package.” 
Under such a provision all senders of registered matter would 
be alike beneficiaries. I think such a provision would be much 


t 


more just than the present provision. It would relieve the bill 
from a just criticism, to which I think it is now subject—that in 
the first place the measure in its present form amounts really to 
nothing; and in the second place that it gives to a man sending a 
ackage worth $10 a benefit which it withholds from a man send- 
Ing a package worth $11, notwithstanding the fact that all those 
who send registered matter must, by paying a fee of 8 cents on 
each e, contribute to the fund out of which reimbursement 
is to e to small number. 
Mr. LOUD. They all now have to contribute their 8 cents per 
pacage without the possibility of getting back anything in case 
0 


loss. 
Mr. HEPBURN. It is true that they do not now get anything; 
but under my amendment all will enjoy a like benefit; the law 


ill give no 5 vilege to anyone. 
il LOUD. Wilk not every person in fact pay 10 cents for 


the ? 

Me HEPBURN. If 1 per cent is too much, make it less; but 
let the benefits of this measure apply to all. 

Mr. DOCKERY. If the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup 
will allow me a moment, I wish to say that I approve in th 
main the suggestions of the gentleman from Iowa. billis a 
radical caparrut from the business principles which the Govefn- 
ment applies to the money-order system. In that branch of 3 6 
postal service the Government transmits money by draft, eng 9 
compensation paid in each case is based on the amount of the 
draft. For a draft of less than $2.50 the fee is 3 cents; for a draft 
of $10 the eens is greater; and for a draft of $190 still 
reset In the business of registering mail we do not furnish 

, but actually it money; and in all cases exactly the 
aa fee is charged without any regard to the valuation of the 
package. 

Now, then, if the system is to be extended by a limited-liability 
clause, it seems to me there ought to be some schedule of fees 
based on the value of mail matter transported. I think the bill 
looks in the right direction, but it needs some amendments cov- 
ering the point su ted by the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. LOUD. I will state to Te goemai from Missouri that 
money, as a rule, is not transmi in registered letters. 

Mr. BURN. That is a mere matter of detail. I only 
wanted to invite the attention of the House to what I think is a 
defect in the . bill. 

Mr. QUIGG. May J call the attention of the gentleman from 
California to the eighth line of the bill, which provides that the 
Postmaster-General may provide rules under which the senders 
or owners of tered mail matter which has been lost shall be 
indemnified? That opens, I would gest to him, a very wide 
field of rs EST in the hands of the Postmaster-General. 

5 LOUD. No wider than is open already by law, permit me 
say. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I should be glad to finish this bill, if pos- 
sible, within the hour. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has five minutes and a half 
of his time remaining. 

Mr. LOUD. I will say, then, Mr. Speaker, that there is hardly 
time to yield to anybody in that brief period. I would like to 
come to a vote if possible, although the question looks a little 
doubtful since this discussion has sprung up. - 

I will say to the gentleman from Iowa . HEPBURN] that he 
is entering into a scientific field which peony if he were 
revising the postal laws, he would advocate, and he would find 
me one of his strongest supporters in favor of such a modifica- 
tion. But we are taking a position with reference to matters as 
we find them, and are endeavoring to make this legislation fit 
existing conditions. 

This system of registration has been in vogue for very many 

ears. Formerly we — — a fee of 10 cents for registration. 

late years it has been reduced to8cents. I think the objection 
of the gentleman from Iowa, if he will allow me, is rather tech- 
nical than otherwise. Every person who sends a package by reg- 
istered mail receives just the same benefit as any other person. 
That is the standpoint from which to view such registration. If 
you insure a house, and it does not burn down, you have been 
teed during the time of the insurance that if it did burn 
own you would be compensated to the extent of the insurance. 
Now, perhaps you would be as fortunate if the house did not burn 
down as if it did burn down. Perhaps the person who did not lose 
his pac. after it was registered is as fortunate and receives just 
as much t as he who does lose a pac . It is simply an 
insurance, or rather a guaranty, that the package shall be deliv- 
ered, and therefore the gentleman’s objections, it seems to me, are 
rather technical than otherwise. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like, if possible, to bring this matter 
to a vote before the pe Seat of the hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the 505 

W. 


that there is no limitation to the morning hour except 
the. House may see fit to put upon it. 
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Mr. LOUD. Tunderstand that, Mr. Speaker; but I understand 
that I lose control of the bill after the first hour. 

Mr. BLUE. If the gentleman from California has more time, 
or can secure more time, I would like a few moments myself. 

Mr. LOUD. If the House desires to further discuss the matter, 
I have no desire to cut it off. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Lask unanimous consent that the time of the 
gentleman from California be extended for one eee, or so much 
as he may desire to use, and then he can yield to other gentlemen 
who wish to be heard. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. LOUD. Now I will yield to the gentleman from Kansas for 
ten minutes, or so much time as he may desire, 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, this measure is of such consequence 
to the public that it is entitled to the fairest and fullest possible 


consideration by the House. 
many Popis, le of the United 


It is a popular belief with a a 
States that . a fae package is paleo Government 
guarantees indemnity. That is an erroneous had ones The 
gentleman from ornia speaks of this 8-cent fee paid for the 
registration of each package as being an 5 and a protec- 
tion, but it reaches no further than riggs 5 the support of the 
De ent, and has no reference, as the law now stands, to any 
ves to endl e ties who send 
registe own t in very 
localities 9 the nation neither a post-office order can 
‘Cashed nor an express package conyeniently delivered. 

If this bill becomes a law it will carry enanta wherever the 
Post-Office De ent can reach. It is in the right direction. 
The statistics furnished here show conclusively that the loss even 
under the present system is oan aratively small. The indemni- 
ties which the Government will called upon to furnish will 
it seems to me, be i cant. The sap in excess of that 
received under the present system will be os The benefits 
that the public will receive also be large. enable v 
many people of the nation to transact their be ess at & muc 
Jess e: they would otherwise be subjected to under thé 
‘money-order system or through the express companies. 

The Post-Office Department is peculiarly in the interest of all 
the e by of the nation, and this n measure, if amended as sug- 

y the gentleman from Iowa, will bring to the Govern- 
Bok by reason of this additional fee, ample revenue to protect 
ahi sarrioa, and will eave sp the people ve Has duro many dollars in the 
transaction of their business. It ought amended in some 
such w: wal as that suggested by the e from Iowa, and, só 
1 5 ought to pass. 
OUD. Mr. er ol if no other gentleman desires to be 
3 e further time. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 

The question being on the Teiles of the bill, 

Mr. QUIGG demanded a division. 

The House divided; and there were —ayes 76, noes 13. 

Accordingly the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. LOUD, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


DELIVERY OF LETTERS IN CERTAIN CASES, 


The SPEAKER. Does the 5 from California [Mr. 
Loup] desire to call up any matter from the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Pos Roads? 

Mr. LOUD. I En . that the hour had expired. 

our. I have 8 bill here Which ‘the 


The SPEAKER, The the mora 
from T 5 until bes m 


indemni that the Government 
kages. It is a well- 


follow the direction of the 


Hl. R. 5473) concerning the delivery 
of ities in towns, rien places where no free delivery 
exists. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the bill. 
The Clerk read the first section, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That whenever not 1 than twen gr receive 
mail matter through th fice uppen 
tone or more letter carriers, w io ehai 9 5 

weg of letters and other mail 5 pe sah n 

persons ps Din at their ve residences or ae * 

Ig Tor the collection of letters and the conveyance and aires: of them to 
the post-office, said postmaster shall appoint a suitable number of letter car- 

8 and it shall be their duty to report at least once a 

week to 8 them the num of pieces delivered and 

collected by them and amount pald theref: ‘or. 


The SPEAKER. Is this bill on the House Calendar? 
UBS i DOCKERY. It seems that it should be on the Union Cal- 


2 5 ‘LOUD. I aers itis 8 9 on on the House Calendar. 
flo not think it entails any charge on the Government. 
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Mr. DOCKERY. It seems to involve a liability on the Govern- 
ment; and if so, should be considered in the usual way. 5 
The SPEAKER. It can not be considered in the morning hour 
if it should go to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 


of the Union. 

Mr. LOUD. There is no liability the Government under 
this bill. I do not approve of the bill myself. 

Mr. DOCKERY. it not involve the right to increase the 
letter-carrier force without limit? 

Prost DINGLEY. But it is to be at the expense of the persons 

“Mr, DOCKERY. Then the bill is properly on the House Cal- 
en 

2 50 1 There is no charge on the Government, as I under- 
stand it. 

Mr. pe ete Is that particularly expressed in the bill? 

Mr. LOUD. I think it is sufficiently expressed. I think it is 
emphatically stated that there shall be no liability against the 
Government. 

Mr. DALZELL. Who pays for the delivery? 

Mr, LOUD. The individuals served. 

The SPEAKER, The payment is to be made by the recipients 
of the mail. That seems to be the case 

Mr, LOUD. Has the reading of the bill been completed? 

The SPEAKER, No; the k will proceed. 

1 Clerk proceeded to read the 8 of the bill, as fol- 


ao 2. That at all places where the foresee delivery and collections ma 
be authorized under this act the letter carriers thus gy may 3 
of the person to whom he delivers letters or papers, or from whom he 
ives them for conveyance to the Png Sigg ch rekt monthly, or 
rterly compensation as may be mutual 1y upon; an when nosuch 
agreement is made, they may demand and receive not ex 1 gen zor 


each letter or other W. liver from or conve: 
office: Provi That the sum which each carrier thus collects shel it be in 
full for his services; snd none of such carriers shall have any claim 
Post-Office Department for compensation for services rendered as asa Pittas 
carrier: d further, That no NO letter or other mail matter shall be given 
EFT 
at the coa m u elivered 
to such letter carrier: ovided: further, 
have filed such vari 
upon or fixed by 
atter the same ma by the carrier to the 
ter the not be required to deliver or Saas — 


from such person. person so appointed shall give 
ter for the faithful FFT 

£O. 3. That the . carriers appointed by authority of this act shall be 
subject to all the Drovisione cf existing lnws not inconsistent with this act. 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I will yield the time of the commit- 
tee to the 1 m Connecticut [Mr. a 
ao SPERRY. Mr. Speaker, I ask t the sore read, 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the re 
The report (by Mr. SPERRY) was read, as f 
ei (H. R. “Sif for the purpose 5 5 om was referred : 
mail villages, and other places w. where mail matter is not delivered 
business, submit the 5 
ven this matter due and careful consideration, and 
conclusion just and 


t 8 to OF 


ition to ore their mi mail delivered 


their request should be 
The bill whiten’ 


ane 
16 Se of that said letter carriers may make 
raons tow A such mail matter is delivered or collected for euch oo 


8 as ma; preceive is and when no compensation 
such letter e Mach, ste may receive 1 or 
matter, and they may 
and letter Joy 2 nr Collect an — om 8 to the post-office. Such compensa- 
tion shall for all 


claim upon Gi Post-Office nt for com tion f. 
rendered. No letter or other mail matter shall delivered b by the 
ter tosuch carrier without a written request has been ed 
sos for the deli of mail to such letter carrier. The lette 

A shall for the fai performance of his Auty. 

7 to the committee a reasonable and proper one. It is sub- 
stantinly like the old penny-post 5 ok aw ear by year into ex- 
tended practice, until the of free d i apasare in 
all places or towns of over been a great 
demand that some such system as this should be iene — as . — as ee 
and it has been called for not only by villages, but by f: munities. 
Petitions and resolutions have been passed calling for suita io notion that 
accommodations of this kind may be extended in the 8 by 
this bill. The demand appears to be a growing one, and the ttee 
no reason y such a request should be withheld from the people thus do 


In citia whet where os delivery exists all local letters or drop letters require 

addition of T sont wi bill will only require 1 cent local postage ith the 

addition of 1 cent dig delivered, unless by oo agree 

shall be o and he shall keep an account of such mail 

delivere: together with the amount which he receives there- 

for. o receives such local letters will pay no more, unless 
ey tree is paid for local letters where Fes 

e the fado tho sub rural 8 comes from 2 

subject-matter of discussion b. Post-Office 
iE vgs frm vg gry bande he omg by ths Ec iavestion 
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subject that there is no good reason why such accommodations should be 
withheld. It will take some time before the full result of this system can be 
reached, but when the time comes it will be of incalculable value to all who 
avail themselves of the benefits of this act. 4 
It is easy to see how this will elevate the standard of sales and pro- 
mote the welfare of the ple. The question of delivery of mail in rural 
districts is being discussed throughout the country, and the demand is daily 
wing. Each house where mail is being delivered and collected can have a 
Artie box put up as a receptacle of mail delivered or to be collected, and the 
committee see no objection to the establishment of such postal f. ties by 
neighborhood agreement, but much good resulting therefrom. 


Mr. SPERRY. Mr. Speaker, this bill was introduced s myself 
during the first session of this Congress, at the request o 
number of people of my own State and at the solicitation of farm- 
ing communities in other States. 

The idea is a very simple one. The bill itself fully explains the 
subject, and if there is anything which is not made clear by the 
language of the bill itself it is set forth in the report of the com- 
mittee. The idea is simply this: There are large farming com- 
munities, villages, and towns with inhabitants not exceeding 10,000. 
When the number of inhabitants does not reach 10,000, then the 
free-delivery system is inoperative in such communities. It seems 
tome that we should give all the people ponle the advantage of 
the system and not stop at a certain mark, to wit, 10,000 inhabit- 
ants, with a certain income at the local post-office, and say we 
will not go over that line. There are large numbers of farming 
communities, and there are a large number of villages whose 
inhabitants would like to make a request to the postmaster that 
he appoint a letter carrier to distribute their mail, the letter car- 
rier Loring the right to enter upon the floor of the post-office and 
there separate mail and take it to the residences of those who 
make the request. Under the nee law the postmaster himself 
can deliver it to some person who calls for the mail, but that does 
not fill the bill. : : 

This service could be performed by a maimed soldier, on horse- 
back, or by a boy over 16 years of age, with a bicycle. This man 
or boy could enter the post-office, under such regulations as the 

stmaster may make, and then and there separate the mail, and 

eliver it in the village or town which he seryes. 

You know in many of our large agricultural communities it 
takes a man sometimes two hours to go to the post-office. You 
take it in cold weather, when there is a heavy snow on the ground, 
or in harvest time, and the farmer can ill afford to spare those 
two hours, or one hour, as the case may be, to go to the post-office 
for his letters, possibly nine times out of ten returning without 
anything; and yet his valuable time is lost. Under this system 
the carrier himself, who shall be 5 by the postmaster to 
serve the villages and towns in which the post-office is located, 
can go and take from the office these letters or newspapers and 
deliver them to the various parties to whom they are addressed, 
and receive therefor the rate of com ation agreed upon between 
the carrier and the people served. Should they like to have a 
letter mailed, the letter carrier would charge the same price or 
whatever may be agreed upon. In my ju ent, should this 
system go into operation, our income from the various country 

t-offices and 8 would be increased very largely. ‘I remem- 

r the first street lamp boxes that were put up in 1860. It was 
said when these boxes were put up that it involved a cost that 
the people would not submit to; that it was a great charge upon 
the Government. But I know from my own experience in the 
New Haven post-office, that in less than six months after these 
letter boxes had been placed upon the street corners, giving the 
people an opportunity to mail their letters at any hour or at an 
moment, instead of going 1 mile or 2 miles to the post-office to mail 
the same, it was plainly shown that the receipts doubled, or nearly 
so, and the letter carriers’ department soon commenced paying 
for itself. 

Now, you not only give these people the accommodation they 
want, 1 in villages or rural communities it matters not, 
but you will increase the receipts of the Post-Office Department 
by giving people facilities, if you please, to mail and receive their 
letters. It is like running a horse car. If you run once an hour 
you will not get nearly the number of passengers that you would 

t it you run it once in half an hour. If you run it once in half an 

our, and you change to once in ten minutes, you would get more 
than you would in the half hour. People will not wait. Givethe 
people a chance, give the people facilities to receive their letters 
and to mail their letters, and according to the facilities given the 
increase will come. It is sure to come. There is no loss inc: 
at all by the Government. So long as the people want their let- 
ters carried in this way, let the farming communities the villages 
and the towns of less than 10,000 inhabitants have that privilege, 
they paying for it as agreed upon. It is the old penny-post sys- 
tem over again. There is posing new about it. That penny- 
post system grew up into free delivery by and by, as you gave 
the people an opportunity to receive and mail their letters in the 
way convenient to themselves and without loss of time. Why 
withhold this privilege from the people so long as they are willing 
to pay for it, where it does not cost the Government one cent? 


a large 


I think, Mr. Speaker, I have said all that is necessary in expla- 
nation of this bill, although I was notified only about ten minutes 
ago that it was to come up at this time, and I find myself not as 
fully prepared as I otherwise would have been. 

Mr. BRUMM. Ishould like, Mr, Speaker, to ask the gentleman 
one N Taen ponn ay epithe = he shall wee a record 
of the number of letters for the purpose of paying this penny? 

Mr. SPERRY. Yes, sir. ae 

Mr. BRUMM. He shall do it under your bill? 

Mr. SPERRY. The bill requires the letter carrier himself to 
keep a correct record of all letters received for distribution and 
all collected for the mail and he is to make a report to the post- 
master each week of the number received. 

Mr. BRUMM. What is to prevent him from adding any num- 
ber beyond the number that he really carries? é 

Mr. WILLIAMS. That is no advantage to him. He does not 
collect from the Government, but from the fellow whose mail he 
receives and distributes. The fellow would dispute it. ‘ 

Mr. SPERRY. A record of these letters be kept. 

Mr. BRUMM. But one moment. He is not presumed to col- 
lect a penny every time he delivers or receives a letter? 

Mr. SPERRY. Not at all. 

Mr. BRUMM. I judge that he would be paid at so much a 
week or month. 

Mr. SPERRY. He can do either way. 

Mr. BRUMM. I beg pardon. 

Mr. SPERRY. He can do either way. It is left with him and 
those he serves to make the arrangement. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. They may just pay him $10 a week. 

Mr. SIMPKINS. I like the intention of the bill, but under this 
bill do the people who pay for the carriers have any voice in their 
selection? Is it not left wholly to the postmaster? 

Mr. SPERRY. The bill provides that the postmaster himself 
shall make appointments of the letter carriers, the same as he used 
to do under the old penny-post system, When that system was 
in operation and I was postmaster at New Haven I e my own 
appointments, but those 5 had of course to be ap- 

roved by the general Post-Office rtment. This is a matter 
tween the carriers when appointed and the people they servo, 
together with the local postmaster in the village or town. 

. SIMPKINS. But under this bill the aster might 
apponi as carrier a person who was not suitable or satisfactory, 
and the people who pay for his services have no remedy. 

Mr. SPERRY. Yes, but if he should make such an appoint- 
ment the carrier would be obliged to give bond for the faithful 
pan OTR of his duties, so that there is not a particle of possi- 

ility of loss to the Government. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman permit a question? 

Mr. SPERRY. Les, sir. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Where, in the report of the Postmaster- 
General, has this measure been recommended, or has it been recom- 
mended at all? 8 

Mr. SPERRY. Some years ago, I do not remember exactly 
how long, it was referred to by the Postmasters-General under 
several administrations. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The measure to which the gentleman refers 
was what was called ‘‘rural free delivery,” was it not? 

Mr. SPERRY. ‘‘Rural free delivery.” 

Mr. BINGHAM. That was an entirely different proposition, 
was it not? 

Mr. SPERRY. It was substantially this: This proposition has 
been called to the attention of the peple in the farming commu- 
nities m the granges and other p , and has been generally 
approved. 

Ar. BINGHAM. Then, as I understand the gentleman, this 
line of legislation has only been recommended by the Department 
in so far as it is similar to what has been known as rural free 
delivery,” which was simply an experimental service. 

Mr. SPERRY. No, sir. I will say to the gentleman that the 
system which is proposed by this bill is as old as the old letter- 


carrier system. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Another question. Is there any regulation 
of the Department existing to-day which prohibits the postmaster 
of any office other than a free-delivery office from delivering my 
mail matter to anyone whom I may depute to receive it? 

Mr. SPERRV. There is a rule or regulation which provides 
that such a postmaster may deliver any person’s mail upon thé 
written request of the person to whom the mail matter is ad- 
dressed, but there is no system about that. It is simply the case 
of an individual sending a messenger to the post-office for his mail. 
This bill contemplates a methodical regulation of the busines 
system by which the people in villages of less than 10,000 popula- 
tion and in farming communities can have an opportunity of 
haying their mail delivered Ag peer if they so desire. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then, as I understand the gentleman's state- 
ment, there is nothing in the post-office regulations prohibitin, 
the person to whom the letter is addressed from having it sent 
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him from the post-office by any asap ed whom he may depute 
to receive it. Further, I say to the gentleman that in the reports 
of the Postmaster-General there is no other recommendation on 
this subject beyond the recommendation of an experimental free- 
delivery service in the rural districts. And now I want to goa 
step further. The gentleman has stated that this bill in its pro- 
visions will apply to every section of the country where 
delivery is not authorized by law; that is, in all towns or villages 
with a population of less than 10,000 or where the receipts are 
less than $10,000. Therefore he 2 by this legislation to 
open up to the operation of this bill every post- office that has not 
to-day what is called the free-delivery service. Has not the gen- 
tleman so stated? 

Mr. SPERRY. I stated—and I thought I made it plain—that 
this bill proposes a system of Gorey. in such places. The rule 
or regulation the 3 speaks of merely provides that an 
individual can send a messenger to the post-office to get his mail, 
but that messenger is not allowed to enter the office for the pur- 
pose of collecting or distributing the mails. 

Mr. BING . Does the gentleman mean to say that under 
this bill every one of this body of men, unlimited in number, cover- 
ing almost 70,000 post-offices, provided he can get an order from 
20 poops upon any given route, is to be permitted to go inside the 

ce and handle the general mail? 

Mr. SPERRY. Yes, sir; precisely as was done under the old 
free-deliv stem. 

Mr. BIN M. Never mind the old. Tell us about the new 
system, under the civil service. 

Mr. SPERRY. This does not come under the civil-service sys- 


tem. This bill simply provides that the postmaster shall give these 
facilities to the people whom he serves if they desire it. 
Mr. BING And that will apply to every place where the 


population is less than 10,000 or where the revenues of the office 
are under $10,000, provided 20 people sign a communication asking 
for this service? à 

Mr. SPERRY. Yes, sir. 

Nr. BINGHAM. Very well. Under the existing law, in every 
office where the village or town has a population of over 10,000, or 
the postal reyenue exceeds $10,000, every letter carrier is in the 
“classified civil service, undergoing examination, wearing his uni- 
form, governed by specific rules, his appointment having been 
1 on by the Post-Office Department. Now, wherein does this 
bill provide that the Postmaster-General shall have any super- 
vision whatever of this proposed great body of carriers, connected 
with almost 70,000 post-offices? 

' Mr. SPERRY. owhere; for the very reason that we do not 

Wish to mix up the Government in this matter at all. When the 

‘Postmaster-General appoints a postmaster it is expected that he 
will Bea one who will choose suitable persons for the perform- 
ance of this carrier service. ; 

Mr. BINGHAM. But he has no discretion with respect to the 

ersons. You have eliminated the supervision of the Postmaster- 
eral in every office where the population is less than 

10,000 or the receipts of the office less than $10,000. In such 

laces you give this patronage and this power to the tmaster 
himself. But the moment you go to an office where the popula- 
tion is 10,000 or the income $10,000 or more, that moment the 
carrier must go through a rigid civil-service examination, must 
wear a uniform, and must in all respects be governed by the rules 
of the service. 

Mr. SPERRY. Why, then, do you draw this line? If you are 
sie eae on the one side, why not be just as particular on the 
other 

Mr. BINGHAM. In justice to myself and my record here, allow 
me to say that I brought in the bill which extended this service to 
communities of 5,000 population. I reported to this House the bill 

: which 12 for the experimental rural service, and carried it 
through the House. Hence I submit to the gentleman that I am 
not subject to his criticism. 

Mr. SPERRY. Then the gentleman is almost“ but not en- 
tirely such as I am” upon this matter. Is the gentleman willing 
to extend this service to communities of 5,000 people; and if so, 
why should we withhold from farming communities that which 
set Phase iat ir are willing and ready to pay for? 

: . BINGHAM. The gentleman makes that assumption; but 
I do not know it to be the fact. I do, however, know this—that 
any farming community to-day can designate any person that the 

desire to receive their mail matter at the respective post-office. If 
any farming community chooses to take that responsibility it can 
do so. I say to the gentleman that if we pass this legislation the 
ee under it will be unlimited. : 

. SPERRY. No, sir. 

. Mr. BINGHAM. One main purpose of the system as arining 
in our t cities to-day is to throw proper safeguards aroun 
the carrier force, so as to prevent mail . If the gen- 
tleman is going to add to the force of the Government employees 
‘in these subordinate lines, so as to have a body of carriers, each 
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of them SS abet! twenty people or more, he is going to more 
than double the carrier force and open the way to depredations, 
the prevention or detection of which will require a special-agent 
force three times as large as that which the Government now 


has. 

Mr. SPERRY. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 
This same principle precisely might be invoked to-day in reference 
to your telegraph service, where you have your little boys carry- 
ing most important messages. 

me BINGHAM. They do not contain money or other valu- 
a 


es. 
Mr. SPERRY. There is no difference in principle. Why not 
apply the same principle to those little fellows who are delivering 
your telegrams? I can not see the difference. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman allow me to answer? Of 
course, with respectto your telegraphic communications, the com- 
pany is liable. This bill in section 3 says: 

That the letter carriers a ted by authority of this act shall be subject 
to all the provisions of exi law not inconsistent with this act. 

The existing law establishes a bureau for the examination, 
through its detective or special-agent force, of all violations of 
law. this respect the bureau will exercise a su ision, but 
that is the only feature of the bill which provides for any super- 
vision whateyer outside of the local postmaster himself. t 
special-agent force would have supervision of the vast body of 
men that this bill proposes to provide for. But does the gentle- 
izes 3 that the present special-agency force could do this 
wor 

Mr. SPERRV. The gentleman as an old postmaster knows that 
when he gave a clerk a position in his office he trusted him, and 
the le trusted him. Under this bill there is provided a penal 
sum of $100 for every violation of official duty. ere is no more 
danger under this bill than there was when you, as postmaster at 
e appointed a clerk without requiring him to give 


nds. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have only this criticism to make upon the 
gentleman's bill, that it opens up an unlimited increase of force 
in the postal service unlimited. 

Mr. SPERR V. Not at all. ; 
Mr. BINGHAM. Every post-office that fails to turn in a revenue 
of $10,000 will come under the provisions of this bill. My 8 
tion is that the bill practically authorizes an unlimited force. 0 
existing law permits an individual to send whomsoever he chooses 
to the post-office for his letters, the individual taking upon him- 
self the responsibility. That provision applies everywhere. An 
important objection to this measure is that there is not a word in 
it giving to the Postamaster-General or the Post-Office Department 
miy supervision of this business. 

r. SPERRY. The law of soppy and demand operates in this 
matter. I assume that the gentleman as postmaster would not 
have increased the number of clerks in his office beyond the 
demands of the office. Neither would any local postmaster who 
takes a pride in serving the le add needlessly to the number 
of carriers connected with his office. The number could not ex- 
ceed those who could make a living out of such service. The 
local 8 would be just as particular as the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania would be in making his appointments. f 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman r 
own bill? 

That whenever not less than twenty persons who receive their mail matter 
through the same post-office shall petition the postmaster at such office to 
spome one or more letter carriers, who shall be at least 16 years of age, for 
the delivery of letters and other mail matter therefrom to the persons 
addressed, at their Pins ie wis residences or fo ri of business, and for the 


collection of letters the conveyance and delivery of them to the post- 
office, said postmaster shall appoint a suitable number of letter carriers for 


that purpose 

Mr. SPERRY. Precisely. I am glad the gentleman called 
attention to the langt of the bill itself. It provides for the 
appointment of a suitable number of such carriers, 

. BINGHAM. Of course; without limit. 

Mr. SPERRY. My dear friend, it is precisely the same Teng 
under the regulations by which you conducted your business a 
Philadelphia. It was unlimited there to the same extent that it 
is unlimited here. ‘ 

Mr. BINGHAM. It was limited to the extent of the appro- 
priation bill. x 

Mr. SPERRY. And there is no trouble whatever in reference 
to this matter. You need not be afraid that the postmaster will 
apponi so many as to burden or interfere with those whom he has 
already appointed. It is to be supposed, at least, that a man who 
is suitable for a postmaster has some practical common sense and 
judgment to guide him in such matters. 

r. BINGHAM. I have said what I desired to say, Mr. S er. 
I have stated my objections, so far as I am concerned, to this bill, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. Speaker, as I understand the pending 
bill and its purposes, the men who are to be employed under — 
operation are not employees of the Government of the United 


the provision of his 
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States. They would ee be selected by the people whose 
1 


mail matter 


ey are goin stribute. 
Mr. BINGHAM. To whom would they give bond in case of 
ma appointment? 


ILLIAMS. To the Government of the United States, of 
Tse. 
Mr, BINGHAM. Then what would determine their character 


as emplo ? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I was going to say that, being paid by the 
ple whose mail they deliver, as a matter of p cal operation 
t would result in these men being chosen by these people them- 
selves. 

Mr. BINGHAM. But are they not subject to all of the laws 
and re: 1 g the Post-Office Department every law? 

Mr. WILL S. Oertainly. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then they give bond to the Government of 
the United States and are subject to all the laws and regulations 
of the Postal Department. I ask the gentleman, what are they? 
They are designated in this bill as“ carriers.” 

Mr. WILL S. I understand the point the gentleman is 
making. To the extent that these people give bond to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, and are subject to the criminal 
laws which govern the operations of carriers generally through- 
out the United States, they are em: ig of the Government, of 
course. But as to the question of selection, 8 they 
Will be selected by the people whose mail they deliver, because 
these people—that is, twenty or more of them uniting together in 
such request—would agree to the selection of a carrier, and would 
give their written consent to the postmaster for the appointment, 
‘stating that such person so selected is a suitable person to receive 
and deliver their mail matter. It is always well to go into the 
practical operation of matters back of the law. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the proposed bill—the legislation it seeks to 
enact—is nothing but the development into law of a system which 

already exists in a part of this country. For example, down in 
my own country, in the State of Mississippi, there is a community 
of people there are several of them, but 1 have in mind one com- 
‘munity—who annually direct the postmaster to deliver their mail 
to a certain person selected by them to receive and deliver it. 
The carrier gets the mail from the 3 and deposits it in 
boxes in front of the various plantations on his route, and takes 
from the boxes such mail matter as has been d ited by the 
planters, or the renters of the land, and carries it to the post- 
‘office. So the common sense of a community in this country has 
‘already developed a scheme exactly that which the gentleman 
from Connecticut desires to put into the shape of law upon our 
| statute books. And in order to avoid the objection of undue ex- 
pense his bill provides that these carrier’ shall be paid by the peo- 
| ple whose mail they deliver. 

Now, it is wrong, inherently wrong, that the great cities of this 

country should have their free delivery of mail matter, while the 
i le living in more sparsely settled communities can not have 
such an advantage. But I recognize at the same time the fact 
that the free delivery of letters in ly settled localities would 
bring about an expenditure to the Government far beyond a due 
proportion of the number of letters or mail matter delivered, and 
all that; and each of us has practically surrendered to the idea 
that all of the great cities of the United States should have this 
free delivery, and that the citizen of the United States living in 
| Philadelphia, for instance, should have fayors shown him by the 
Government which a citizen living in the rural districts of - 
sas does not have, and which can not be shown to him. I under- 
stand that 5 is always made, in answer to that, that 

ə mail of P elphia, for example, paysits own way; but that 

not true, because for every letter they send out from Philad 


el- 
l phia a letter is received there from some more sparsely settled sec- 
tion of the 2 89 
Mr. BING: Will the gentleman allow me to make a 
statement? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Les. 
Mr. BINGHAM. It is not pa on that ground. That is one of 
| the grounds of the benefit of free delivery, but in a city where 
aps 200,000 letters are received daily it would take an office 
' five times as large as this Capitol if it depended upon the people 
| calling for their letters. That vast amount of matter must 
be gotten outof that office in some way, just the same as the mail 
matter which you drop into the office must be removed from the 
office into the country. Therefore you have the free-delivery 


service. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Whatever may be the reason siren for the 
| existence of the fact, the fact does exist that a gentleman living 
in Philadelphia receives his mail free, at the expense of the Goy- 
| ernment, and a gentleman living at Medicine Lodge, Kans., or 
some other small place, does not. The fact remains; but men of 
| common sense recognize that that is a necessary discrimination 
: st the man who lives in the sparsely settled country. 

. this man who lives in the sparsely settled country is willing to 


remove the only objection to his being put upon the ground of 
equality—that objection consisting in the fact that his Sag put 
upon the ground of equality would cost the Government a great 
amount of money—if he proposes to remove that obstacle by pay- 
ing the mone: himself, I can not see how anybody under the sun 
can object. I can see how my scheme of free delivery by the 
Government may be objected to by gentlemen who would have to 
pay a tax to carry on the scheme, but I can not see how anybody 
can 1 — to a scheme which involves delivery at the expense of 
the deliveree, Now, as I said a Wan e this system exists 
practically in parts of this country. It exi peecon in a part 
of my own county, where, all along the line of a road 45 miles in 
length, all subject to one post-office, the planters have their boxes 
out for 3 and their tenants, and they give instructions to 
ag tmaster to deliver their mail to the man who brings it out 
em. 

Gentlemen may og I ee can do that already, then why 
the necessity for this law?” e necessity, or rather the advisa- 
bility, of the law is this, that the people selected by them are not 
in any manner subject to the supervision of the Government; 
they give no bond to perform their duties Properly, and if any- 
thing does happen in the shape of a loss of mail matter, there 
nobody who can look into it. The moment a man has given his 
order to the postmaster to deliver his mail to John th, that 
moment the Post-Office ent has nothing further to do 
with the letter, after it is delivered to John Smith, and can not 
even examine into the question as to whether John Smith ever 
received the letter which he failed to deliver or not. This bill 
will necessitate the giving of a bond, and will give governmental 
su ion, without any expense to the Government. It will 
satisfy a demand existing in the rural districts, which demand is 

reasonable in its character, in my opinion. 
r. BINGHAM, Will the gentleman allow me to make a 
statement? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. In one moment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. All right. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. One other thing. The gentleman seems to 
be laboring under the impression that there is something in this 
bill—and answer made by the gentleman from Connecticut 
[Mr. Sperry] still further misled him—that there is something 
enabling these carriers to go behind the railing of the post-office 
and themselves sort the eA > 

Mr. BINGHAM. There is nothing in the bill which allows that. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. There is nothing in the bill which allows 
that. On the contrary, the bill says the postmaster shall deliver to 
the men thus selected the letters ordered to be delivered, by the 
written requests on file in the office. So that that objection does 
not lie to the bill. I thought I would notice that because I was 
afraid that the answer given by the tleman from Connecticut 
[Mr. Sperry] to the inquiry might have misled others, if it did 
not mislead the gentleman, into the belief that there was some- 
thing of that sort. - 

Mr. LOUD, What objection could there be to that, if they are 
sworn officers of the Government? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. There would be very objection to that, 
and that objection would be that there would be a divided respon- 
sibility. ere would be several people with the privilege of 
sorting the mail, and there would be several people with the privi- 
lege of laying upon somebody else the blame for anything wrong 
that took place durin, 05 assortment, 

Mr. BINGHAM, ill the gentleman allow me to make a state- 
ment to him with reference to the free-delivery offices, especially 
with reference to Philadelphia? The gentleman referred to that 
office, and I should like to answer his objections. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I did not intend to refer to Philadelphia 
ee I made my statement general. The gentleman knows 
that in all free-delivery offices the rate of postage is 2 cents an 
ounce. The gentleman also knows that in all other offices, not 
free-delivery offices, the rate of local pos is 1 cent an ounce. 
Therefore, where free delivery exists for the delivery of a local 
letter from one section of a city to another, the same tage is 

aid as transmits a letter collected in Oregon and delivered in 
Maine to the party’s residence, and as a result of that service in 
the great cities large revenues of surplus are turned over in the 
Post-Office Department. I wanted to emphasize the fact that at 
these offices with which this bill deals the local postage is 1 cent, 
while where there dre letter carriers the rate of local eis 2 
cents. I am sorry I brought the city of Philadelphia in, as the 
entire argument is irrelevant to what we are discussing. The 
rural districts of this country would be very glad to pay that 
additional postage to have the same privilege. 

Mr. SPERRY. I just want to say one word in reply to my 
friend from Philadelphia, He spoke of the innumerable number 
of letter carriers which might come from the offices of the class 
which the bill proposes to serve. I want to say to the gentleman 
that I cited there as an example the 35 boys; but on sit- 
ting down I remembered that we have a better example right in 
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the city of Philadelphia and in all other large cities where these 
little special-delivery boys deliver their mail out of the 3 


and are appointed by the r himself, and no other person, 
delivering the most valuable letters, delivering letters which are 
of the utmost importance to the persons to whom they are ad- 
dressed, and receiving pay therefor. This is precisely the same; 
no difference whatever. It gives no more power whatever to the 
‘postmaster in one of these communities than is given to the post- 
masters in the oral he cities where they have the right to ap t 
these little ial-delivery boys, 16 years of age and upward. 

Mr. LOUD. But those letters are prepaid, and do not depend 
upon the 5 the person to whom they are delivered. 

Mr. SPERRY. ese letters are also prepaid, or they would 
not go to thé office. ; 

Mr. MOODY. You say that the appointees would not be under 
the provisions of the civil service. there anything in the bill 
that excludes them? 

Mr. SPERRY. There is not. The bill does not exclude them. 

Mr. MOODY. Why would they not be included by virtue of 
their being letter rs? 

Mr. SM of Illinois. Mr. 8. er, I pi desire to say a 
few words in reference to the bill under consideration. It is a 
bill that has been very carefully considered by the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. The bill as originally presented 
did contain some objectionable features, as the committee deemed, 
and hence considerable time was given to its consideration. As 
framed and now before us for action it simply seeks to systematize 
the delivery of mails from a particular ffice to any number 
of individuals in rural districts, not less than twenty in number, 
who shall petition the postmaster where they receive their mail 
for that purpose. There are a number of p in the United 
States where persons living some distance from the post-office 
desire to have some particular individual carry their mail from 
the office to their residences, receive their mail, and deliver it 
at the post-office where they would have to take it or send it by 
pom irresponsible person or by some person to whom they might 

iver it. 

This bill simply seeks, as I said, to accommodate those people 
and give them some assurance that the mail delivered to the car- 
rier should be promptly delivered and that which they give to 
him promptly surrendered fo the post-office where it should be 
mailed, and in case of failure to propery deliver that which the 
individual gives to the carrier or the pos gives to the car- 

‘rier the bill gives to such individual recourse upon the carrier and 
the securities on his bond. It does not in any manner take from 
the ter in a small country place any emolument which 
he would otherwise receive, nor does it create any liability what- 
ever upon the Government in any instance which can be imagined. 

Mr. BINGHAM. What about violations of the law? 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. In what r R 

Mr. BINGHAM. Any violation of the law. 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Any violation of the law? . 

Mr. BINGHAM. It is under the supervision of the ffice 
inspectors. Do not 5 the preliminary investigation if 
there is any violation of law? 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. With reference to the letter carrier? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Why, certainly. 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. It creates no responsibility on the part 
of the Government. 

_ Mr. BINGHAM. It does under section 3 of your bill, which, I 
gu covers the administration of the Department. 
. SMITH of Illinois. Certain! wherever there is a criminal 
prosecution. But suppose a man is appointed as carrier by the 
postmaster. The bond under this bill which that carrier gives is 
iven to the postmaster, and he must have securities on the bond. 
f anyone is aggrieved, they have their recourse on the bond. The 
bill simply provides that the Government shall not be responsible 
in any sense whatever. We carefully considered that from every 
standpoint, and there is no way imaginable where the Govern- 
ment can be responsible in case the carrier failed to do his duty 
as such carrier. It is divorced entirely from governmental super- 
yision and is only intended to meet the requirements of the rural 
districts and to accommodate them in these matters. My friend 
from 5 smiles. I do not know why. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I am smiling only because the gentleman 
ignores section 3 of his own bill— 

Snxco. 3. That the letter carriers appointed by authority of this act shall be 
subject to all the provisions of e laws not inconsistent with this act. 

Therefore these men will come under every law that the letter 
carriers and the postal clerks and all the postal employees come 
under, Now, the detection of violations of law in the Department 
rests largely with the special agents, and therefore when you add 
these tens of thousands of letter carriers in these nearly seventy 
thousand post-offices, you must necessarily increase the force of 

ialagents. Isay that in answer to the gentleman's statement 
that Lies legislation will not impose any expense upon the Goy- 
ernment. 


- Mr. SMITH of Illinois. But my friend ignores the last words 
of the section he has just read not inconsistent with this act.” 
This bill proposes to divorce this character of service from gov- 
ernmental supervision and to throw the responsibility upon the 
carrier and his bondsmen, and to give the o ity of enforc- 
ing that responsibility to the person delivering his mail to the 
carrier or receivingitfromhim. In thelarge cities where we have 
free delivery, and every man can get upin the morning and receive 
his mail by a carrier selected and employed under the civil service 
and paid by the Government, the system is found 1 
and we merely appeal to this House to say by this bill that the 
people who live in the rural districts, when not less than twenty 
of them so desire, may arrange to have their mail matter collected 
and delivered by a carrier, provided that they pay that. carrier 
themselves, and provided 5 85 that the Government shall under 
no circumstances be responsible in any manner whatever for the 
faithful performance of the carrier's duties. I certainly hope, 
Mr. S , that when we come to vote upon this bill members 
will consider the interests of the rural districts, especially when - 
CCC 

e people of the sparsely popula ons of the coun 
benefit of this 5 law. 

Mr. BINGHAM. . Speaker, in response to the inent 
illustration given by the gentleman from Connecticut just now 
of ‘‘ youngsters” being employed to deliver letters under the spe- 
cial-delivery , I say to him that if he will read the law he 
will observe that the Postmaster-General must approve the selec- 
tion of such employees by the postmaster. 

(gd dent tog VV within the 5 of this ro} 
may, with the approval of the Postmaster-General, employ such person or 
persons as may be actually required for such service. 

The gentleman sees that under the law the approval of the 
Postmaster-General is required before anybody can be employed 
for the special-delivery service; but the gentleman’s bill gives the 

ve absolutely to the local postmasters, and so the illustration 


ails. 

Mr. SPERRY. Iam well aware of the existence of that law, 
and the matter is put on precisely the same footing in this bill. 
There is no change. The letter carriers are put upon the same 
plane, the same level, and they emanate from the same source 
that the special-delivery boys do. 

What time have I left, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There are about twenty minutes 


Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. S er, I have listened 
attentively to this 1 5 order to un nd, if I could, the 
objections to this bill. Owing, of course, to my ignorance, I am 
unable to discover any objection to it except thatitis for the bene- 
fit of the farmers. I see that some gentlemen who live in cities are 
opposed to it. I presume that 3 found the free-deliv: 
system a failure in the cities, and that they do not wish to exten 

failure to the country. If that be the reason of their objection 

it is a good one; but if the free-delivery system has been found 

valuable in the cities, why not let the yeop ein the country have 

it if they want it? Ido not happen to live in the country myself, 

but I know a good many people who do liye there, and if they 

want 5 75 system and are willin g to pay for it, why not let them 
ve it 

Mr. BINGHAM. They can have it now. 

Mr. JOHNSON of ifornia. The gentleman says they can 
have it now; but if this proposed law will give it to them any 
quicker, why not let them have it that way? [Laughter.] The 
gentleman seems to think it isa bad thing, but if a man is goin, 
to die by poison, why not let him take a large dose and die quickly? 
3 The only objection that I have heard to the bill is the 
one stated by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that the people 
can have this service now under existing laws and regulations, 
that is so, why have you not given it tothem? The gentleman has 
been on the Post-Office Committee for a number of years; why has 
he not given it to them? I have received communications from 
constituents of mine stating that they did want such legislation as 
this, and I repeat, why not give it to them? For one I hope that 
the bill will pass. Whenever a man wants a thing and is perfectly 
willing to pay for it himself, I do not see why he should not have 
it. [Laughter. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I do not care to detain the House 
debating this bill. It seems to me that at nearly every session of 
Co: we have discussion here in regard to alleged discrimina- 
tion in the A seis service against the rural districts. We haditlast 
session with regard to the pay of fourth-class postmasters. Now, 
here is an opportunity to do something for the rural districts with- 
out its costing the Government anything, and it does seem to 
that there ought not to be any objection to this bill. T repeat, 
the Government is put to no expense under this bill. I un d 

t some gentlemen are not willing to support the bill becausé 


say it is only an entering wedge, and that by and by the rural 
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districts will come in and claim that these carriers ought to be paid 
by the Government. Well, if the system develops intosuch a suc- 
cess that Congress can be convinced that it is reasonable and wise 
for the Government to extend the regular free-delivery service to 
the population of the rural districts, it will be all right to make 
the extension, and, on the other hand, if Congress can not be con- 
vinced of the wisdom of doing it, the extension will not be made. 

The objection raised by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BINGHAM] with reference to prosecutions for violations of the law 
might be made to every bill that has ever been passed by Con- 
gress. It seems to me that there is nothing substantial in that 
objection. It is charged that there is discrimination made by our 
postal laws in favor of the people who live in cities. 

Here is an opportunity toaccommodate the people of the country, 
and to accommodate them at no expense to the Government. The 

roposition is simply that we throw the protecting care of the 
Government around this character of service. I really do not 
understand how any gentleman can in good faith oppose giving 
this advantage to the ple in the country districts, who very 
often have to go for days without their mail and who, when they 
want to take a letter to the post-office, are sometimes obliged to 
do it at an expense of two or three dollars, depending upon their 
distance from the office and the extent to which they may be 
pressed for time during the busy seasons of the year. 

It seems to me that we ought to pass this bill. It seems to me 
that we ought to pass it unanimous y. It seems to me that gen- 
tlemen from the cities ought to stand by such a bill as this, espe- 
cially when it does not cost the Government anything. We from 
the rural districts are called upon from year to year to vote large 
appropriations for this apectat-delivery. service. We always do 
vote for such appropriations to extend this delivery system in the 
cities. I hope that not only gentlemen representing city districts, 
but those ially who represent rural communities will vote 
for this bill. It is one which ought to pass without dissent. 

Mr. SPERRY. Mr. S er, the time is short; otherwise I 
would permit this debate to proceed. But,under the circum- 
stances, I ask that the bill be pus on its e. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. LOUD. I was about to ask for a few moments, There is 
some time left, I believe. s 

Mr. SPERRY. If there is time, all right. 

Mr. LOUD. Iwill say to the gentleman that the time is un- 
limited. We can consider this bill for the coming week without 
its losing any right unless some matter of higher privilege should 


gu eit. 
. SPERRY. Then I hope the gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I had seriously hoped the time might 
come when, eyen on the floor of this House, we could approach the 
discussion of a question of this sort without at least seeming dem- 
agogy. Ihad hoped that we could approach the discussion of a 
question of this character without appealing to the passions or 
prejudices of the rural element in this country, We have before 
us a plain business proposition; but after listening to the last two 
gentlemen who have appoi to us so pitifully in behalf of the 
rural districts I have to myself in sorrow, atis to become 
of our farming population in the next Congress if we can not have 
those gentlemen here to represent them?” [Laughter.] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this bill either amounts to something or it 
amounts to nothing. If it amounts to anything, it is one of the 
most dangerous propositions ever presented to Congress. If it 
amounts to nothing, why should this House spend its time in its 
discussion or give it any consideration whatever? 

Permit me to say, with all due respect to gentlemen with whom 
I dislike to differ, that this bill confers no privilege or power 
which does not exist to-day. There is no rural community in 
this sonn ay to-day that can not avail itself of every privilege con- 
templated by this bill without the passage of any such measure, 
If that is a fact (and if not I call upon any gentleman here to 
successfully contradict it), then why the necessity for the passage 
of this bill? 

Mr. PICKLER. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. LOUD. I had hoped the time had come when even the 

ntleman from South Dakota would allow me to proceed for a 

ew minutes uninterrupted. 

Mr. PICKLER. The gentleman need not yield if he does not 
wish to do so. 

Mr. LOUD. If the gentleman will let me finish the ‘‘perora- 
= ” I now haye in view,I will yield to him with the greatest 

easure. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE (to Mr. Loup). Oh, yield to him. 

Mr. LOUD. Allright. I can not resist the appeal of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, evenif I could that of the gentleman 
from South Dakota. 

Mr. PICKLER. I will not trespass oe the gentleman’s time. 

Mr. LOUD. As 1 was saying, this bill confers on no commu- 
nity any privilege that it 


not to-day. Under existing law 
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any man or set of men can to-da: 
select to po to the post-office for them and receive their ma 
Mr. BINGHAM, And pay him what they like. 
Mr. LOUD, And pay him or not, as they choose. 
Now, what would be the practical operation of this measure if 
it should become a law? It could not be successfully operated to 
the 1 ra of your farmers up in South Dakota, 
Mr. PICKLER. Now will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
a question? 
r. LOUD. I was willing to yield to the gentleman when he 
a me before. I hope he will now allow me to proceed. 
2 PICKLER. But now the gentleman has alluded to me per- 
son 


Mr. Loup. But the gentleman insists on interrupting me when 
Tam koti oo h. [Laughter.] Why not wait until I stop? 
Mr. PI ER. Butyouarealways “gettinguphigh.” [Laugh- 
ter.] I want to ask the gentleman by what process we can put 
these carriers under bonds without some statute authorizing it? 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, well, it is not necessary to put them under 
bonds at all. I believe there are hundreds of good, respectable, 
honest citizens in every community who can be trusted to deliver 
the mail to persons in their vicinity. There has never yet been 
ot? serious complaint in that direction. 

ow, let us be practical. This measure could not be success- 
fully operated except in thickly settled communities. Go into 4 
farming district where families are located from 1 to 5 mileg 
apart. No man in the world could successfully deliver letters in 
such a community at 1 cent a letter. Now, let us be practical. This 
bill could possibly be successful only in the thickly settled portions 
of the country, even if enacted into law. But let us put it in 
successful operation for a moment and see what the results would 
be. Let twenty people in one seg wef petition for the appointment 
of a carrier by the postmaster to deliver their mail. Is their mail 
of sufficient magnitude in such localities to support the e 
of this carrier? No. He can not expect to receive ver nek com- 
nsation for the service. He can perhaps get 1,000 persons on 
is list who will agree to pay 1 cent on every letter delivered. 
How many—and I will ask each gentleman present to consult hig 
own conscience and his knowl of the conduct of men—how 
many men will e varying from 1 to 8 cents? I claim that 
the collection of this amount of money is impracticable. One-half 
or two-thirds of it, no doubt, could be collected. But the collection 
of the whole of it would be almost impossible. What is the inev- 
itable result? No man has ever yet performed a service for th 
Government of the United States as an officer or employee an 
failed to receive pay but has come to Congress at some future tim 
and has deman the compensation to which he claimed to 
entitled. If this bill were put into operation and these men did noi 
receive pay for the carrying of the mail you would find them knock- 
ing at the doors of Con to be compensated as sworn officers of 
the Government, and in time they would be powerful enough 
just as the letter carriers of the country have been powerful 
enoughin the past to force the payment tothem for overtime, which 
in that case amounted to about $4,090,000. 

Mr. PICKLER. Oh, you will be here to prevent that. 
Dauman 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, I shall not be here, I am sorry to say, forever. 

A MEMBER. Well, you will be here the next time, and Friend 
PICKLER will not. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LOUD. I am sorryeven to lose the gentleman from South 
Dakota, who gives me so much trouble, 

Mr. Speaker, this bill comes before Congress without the rece 
ommendation of the Post-Office Department. It comes without, 
so far as I have been able to ascertain as the chairman of the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, the demand or the 
fe ge of any body of citizens in the land. 1 would like to have 
had incorporated in the report accompanying the bill the letter of 
the Postmaster-General sent to the committee in regard to it. It 
has not been embodied in the report. 

Mr. SPERRY. Because it was received after the report was 
propers. 

r. LOUD. But I will say that it does not commend this meas- 
ure to the careful consideration of this body. . 

I regard it as a measure probably of great danger to the coun- 
try on the one hand, and on the other as straining at a gnat and 
swallowing a camel. I hope—I sincerely hope, sir—that this 
House will consider on the one side the gravity of the situation 
that may confront it, and the absurdity of the situation, on the 
other hand, of oo to throw something to the rural districts 
of the country that will amount to nothing. 

Mr. PICKLER. Is not that the unanimous report of the com- 


mittee? 
Mr. SPERRY. It was the unanimous report of the committee 
and nothing surprises me more than to hear the gentleman from 


delegate any person they may 


California taking the ition that he does. 
Mr. LOUD. Permit me to say that I opposed this bill in thé 
committee, 
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Mr. SPERRY. If you did I did not know it. 

Mr. LOUD. Very well; there are other members of the com- 
mittee who do know it. AS 

Mr. SPERRY. I want the House to understand the logic, if it 
possibly can, of the gentleman from California. He is making a 
speech against the bill. He charges that there is nothing in the 
bill; then that it is the most dangerous bill that was ever passed; 


and yet he says in the same breath and at the same time that the 
very same thing is already embodied in the law. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Is that conceded? 

Mr: SPERRY. I do not know whether it is or not. I simply 


say that it is putting it into the form of law, and describing the 
way and manner in which people who wish to receive their mail 
shall proceed in order to secure its delivery in such manner as 
shall be most convenient to them. 1 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish this bill to be put upon its passage. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was . the third time. 


The question taken upon the pa of the bill, on de- 
mand of Mr. Loup the House divided; and there were —ayes 101, 
noes 13. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Me SPERRY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


The SPEAKER. If the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads have no further business, the Clerk will proceed with the 
call of committees. . 

The Committee on the Public Lands was called. 

Mr. LACEY, Mr. Speaker— 

PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union for the purpose of considering appropriation bills. 

The motion was to. : 

Accordingly the House resolyed itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, with Mr. DINGLEY in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
for the p of considering appropriation bills. The Clerk will 
report the bill. i 2 

e Clerk read the bill (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for 
the payment of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the 3 ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I will yield to my colleague [Mr. 
Grow] after a minute. I wish briefly to explain the purpose of 
the bill. It is the usual pension appropriation bill, and reduces 
the expenditures below what they were in the last bill some 


$75,000. 

The committee examined the Commissioner of Pensions at 
length, and under his testim ony pg Ship unable to make any 
reduction in the first paragraph of the bill, which appropriates 
$140,000,000 for the payment of pensions during the coming fiscal 


ear. 
The Commissioner of Pensions stated that there were a large 
number of pending applications made under the general law which 
would have to be 1 during this time. Many of them, 
he stated, would be allowed, and large amounts paid, and while it 
was true that the death rate in the ion roll was increasing, 
et that it would be more than offset by the increase in paymen 
adjudicated cases, under what is known as the general law, that 
is, under the acts of Con passed prior to the act of 1890. The 
amount paid during the last fiscal year was between $138,000,000 
and $189,000,000, The amount that will be paid during the next 
fiscal year will probably exceed $139,000,000. So that, taking into 
888 the total increase in the bill by the allowance of cases 
under the general law, the committee did not feel at liberty to 
reduce this item, and they allowed the total estimate of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, 

In the item of fees of examining surgeons the committee, after 
due consideration, reduced the amount estimated $50,000, making 
a recommendation of $700,000 instead of $750,000, the amount 
estimated by the Commissioner. 

The salaries of agents are fixed by law, and they amount to 
$72,000. No reduction could be made in this item. 

The next item is clerk hire at er The law in the 
Iast session, which directed pension agents to pay by checks in- 
stead of currency at the agencies, has enabled the Commissioner 
of Pensions to make some reductions in the clerical force at the 
different agencies. He has done that, and contemplates further 
reductions. He, however, said that he could not safely manage 
the Department with less than $430,000, and as the making of re- 
ductions is partly experimental at present, the committee did not 
feel justified in making any further reduction below the amount 
which the Commissioner said he would try to get along with. 
We therefore reduced that item $20,000, and have recommended 


$430,000. 
The other two items, fuel and light, are not changed from the 
estimate, but the estimate for stationery and necessary expenses, 


meaning contingent 
The committee took considerable testimony upon that subject, and 


expenses, is increased from $30,000 to $35,000, 


finally consented to an increase of $5,000. The Commissioner 
stated that under the present law, as applied and ö to the 
civil-service law, it was impossibie to readily get help in case o 
a busy day or two at a pension agency when there was a grea 
desire to make prompt payments to pensioners. He stated that 
he had no power whatever to employ any extra help, even for a 
day; that he could not doit; that if he made a requisition upon the 
civil-service branch of the Government, before he would get the 
clerks to the place where aay, WE needed the occasion for their 
employment would expire. e therefore gave him an additional 
$5,000 to use in his discretion for the employment of help for a day 
or two or three days. It seems that in the last fiscal year there 
was a detailed force. The Commissioner was empowered to em- 
ploy laborers for a day or two or three days ata time. But Com- 
missioner Lochren revoked this order; and then, the order of the 
President with reference to the classified civil service having gone 
into effect, including all laborersin this Department under the civil- 
service law, it became an absolute impossibility for the Commis- 
sioner to employ men even for two or three hours. Therefore, 
after considering the matter fully, the committee thought that the 
request was a reasonable one, and we allowed the additional $5,000, 
to be used at the discretion of the Commissioner of Pensions. If 
not used it will be turned into the again. The commit- 
tee increased the amount for rent $300. The testimony of the Com- 
missioner was that at one agency, at Topeka, it was necessary to 
have that increase in order to accommodate the office there. 

The total reduction amounts, in round numbers, to about $75,000 
from the amount appropriated for the last fiscal year. I may say 
that the report of the subcommittee was unanimous and the report 
of the general committee was unanimous, 

With this brief explanation, I will now yield the floor to others 
who may have anything to say on the subject. 


Mr. PICKLER. the gentleman allow me a question? 
There is no 
Made CHAIRMAN, Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PICKLER. There is no new provision in the bill? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It is the same as before. There 
is no new legislation in the bill, and no attempt at legislation in 
the bill—no attempt at any alteration. It is simply the appropri- 
ation as before. 

Mr. MOODY. Will the 1 te explain to my ignorance 
what the na’ ion fund is? What is the income of that fund? 

Mr. WILL A. STONE. As I understand, it is about 
$400,000 a year. The law passed during the war in reference to 
prizes od pee a certain percentage of captures to the navy 
pension fund. Nearly all of this fund is used to pay pensions 
accruing to persons disabled in the Navy, and the Government 
aye nae the balance to make up the roll. Thatis all there is 
of that. There is, I think, a small part of it that is used for a 
purpose entirely consistent, but so minute that it does not amount 
to anything. Nearly all the navy pension fund is applied to navy 
pensions, and then we appropriate the balance. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I yield to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. How much time does the gentleman need? 

Mr. GROW. Nota t deal. I do not intend to be long. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I yield the gentleman whatever 
time he wants. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Chairman, on yesterday, at the conclusion 
of the reading of the President's message, I was anxious then to 
call the attention of the House for a few minutes to one or two 
statements made in the message. 

I will now ask the Clerk to read the extracts from the message 
of the President which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The sy entire fiscal year during which this law has been in force ended 
on the 30th day of June, 1896. In that year our imports increased over those 
oaa Wo AEAT ene wien TAONA M AE REA, won MASIY Oe: 
Doo more Aeg Goring tne preceding year. waa e 

— 


* * * * * * 
Whatever may be its shortcomings as a complete measure of tariff reform, 
it must be conceded that it has opened the way toa freer and | abet 7 ex- 
change of commodities between us and other countries, and thus furnished a 
wider market for our products and manufactures. 
* * * * * * * 
The Secre f the ts that during the fiscal ded 
J ane 30, CCC from all sources eanounsed to 
3 During the same period its expenditures were $434,678,654.48, 
e excess of expenditures over receipts thus amounting to $25,203,245.70. 
Thus, it seems, Mr. Chairman, that the expenditures of the 
Government for the last fiscal year, closing June 30, 1896, were 
in round numbers $25,000,000 more than the receipts. The year 
preceding the deficit was $45,000,000 in round numbers, By the 
monthly statement sent us by the Secretary of the Treasury 
the expenditures of the Government since the ist day of July, 
1896, to the Ist day of December, the present month, have been 


$40,976,453morethanitsreceipts. These three items of deficiency in 
revenue run through two years and five months, yet the President 
makes no recommendation as to any mode of increasing the rey- 
enues of the Government, but simply assures us that no deficit 
excite or disturb us. A very 
placid mood for the Executive of the Republic While its annual 
expenses have exceeded its receipts about an average of 850, 000, 000 


that has occurred or may occur n 


a jon Song be present term of office. 


has done better this year than 


uses of 


between us and other countries, 
I do not propose to discuss the tariff to-day in any partisan spirit, 


or to excite any questions relating to free trade or protection, but 
simply to call attention to the business character of the existing 
tariff. It is not a question of whether this tariff is better for one 


than another, but whether it is a good tariff for any year. 
it is, we need no change. If it is not good for any year, 


then our first duty, as part of the legislative department of the 
Government, is to so change it as to provide revenue enough to 


meet the expenses of the Government economically administered. 
In a number of the schedules in the existing tariff less duty is col- 


lected on a larger valuation of imports than in the McKinley tariff 


for a corresponding year, and articles of pure luxury of a larger 
1 are ee; under the present tariff and less duty col- 

To compare some of the schedules in the two tariffs as to amount 
of importation and duties collected, take earthen, stone, and china 
ware. Without taking the time to state the amount of importa- 
tion in each year, I will give the difference in the valuation each 
year and the difference in the duties collected. The valuation on 
china ware, earthen ware, etc., imported in 1896 was $1,162,193 

eater than in 1893, and the duty collected on these very same 

nds of articles $1,841,499 less than was collected under the tariff 
‘in 1893. In fruits and nuts the im tion in 1896 was $5,721,055 
more than in 1893, and the duty collected was $1,211,173 less than 
was collected in 1893. 

Take iron and steel. This is the only item that I shall read the 
importation of which in 1896 was less in valuation than that of 
1893, but while the importation of 1896 was $8,264,000 less than 
that of 1893, the duty collected was, in round numbers, $12,000,000 
less in 1896 than in 1893. All the other cases to which I call atten- 
tion are cases where the importation of foreign products in 1896 
exceeded in amounts and valuation the importation in 1893, and 
in every instance less duty was collected in 1896 from the same 
kinds of articles on a larger importation. That is, under the exist- 


ing tariff a larger amount of importation is made than was made 
under the McKinley tariff and less duty on that larger amount was 
collected; that, too, at a time when Government needs the 
revenue. 


The friends of the existing tariff are claiming that it is better 
than the tariff that it superseded. It is time for some gentleman 
on the Democratic side of the House to rise and in eloquent terms 
denounce ‘‘McKinleyism” as we have heard it so m for the 
last three years. e the revenues on these articles fell off, the 
importations increased. Take wool and manufactures of wool. 
I grant that there was a theory underlying the change made in 
the nan on the yoain 9 In the other cases anete 

theory, nothi uta wan usiness capacity. 
1 Ae tin the case of wool there was both a false 
theory and a waat of business capacity. 

The imports of wool and woolen manufactures in 1896 show a 
valuation of $27,000,000, in round numbers, more than the imports 
of the same articles in 1898, while the duty collected upon this 
great increase of imports is $21,477,354 less in 1893. That is, 
we have brought foreigners in competition with our own great 
wool industry, woo wing and the manufacture of wool, thus 
gi employment to the labor of other countries, while our 
own labor goes begging in the streets, and in doing it have 
thrown away $22,000,000 of revenue, Take carpets and carpeting. 
I read this to further illustrate the want of business capaci 
shown in the existing tariff in levying duties on what are 
luxuries. It is evident that a large amount of revenue from 
foreign importations can not be collected without making it some- 
what burdensome, unless duties are made very large on what are 
called the luxuries of life. Here are carpets and carpeting, 

including the highest priced carpets, Axminsters, Moquettes, and 


carpets woven on special orders to fit a particular room. In 1895 
the importations of these were $7,146 more in_valuation 
than the im tions in 1892, while the duty coll on aa 


yee a ess than the duty collected on the im 
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t seems to rest secure that the creditors of the na- 
tion will be paid unless the engravers and the money-printing 
presses of the Government shall break down. He compares the 
existing tariff with itself one pe with another, and declares it 
t did the year before, and if it is 

let alone long enough it will undoubtedly some time meet all the 
‘ the Government. In addition, he declares that it has 
opened the way to a freer and greater exchange of commodities 
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Now, take the tin-plate industry. Before 1890 there was not a 

und of tin plate made for market in this country. The manu- 
Estare ire for consumption commenced at that time. The importa- 
tion in 1895, under the present tariff, the first year of this tariff, 
was 534,000,000 pounds, as against 403,000,000 pounds in 1892, 
That is, there was 131,784,122 pounds of tin plate imported in 1895 
more than was imported in 1892; yet the duty collected upon that 
importation of 130,000,000 pounds more in 1895 was $1,464,610 less 
than the duty collected in 1892. This loss of revenue is a clear dis- 
crimination against our own industry. We can produce all the tin 
plate this country needs. The existing manufactories have suffi- 
cient e but they have peen parili shut down for two 
years. e close the door to the product of our own country and 
open the door to the product of foreign factories and call it 
increasing our trade with foreign nations.” 

Take brandy—if it had been whisky there might have been some 
reason in that. 5 imported 8,349 gallons more last 
oe than we impo! in 1892, and collected $232,992 less revenue, 
Take distilled spirits. Our imports last year were $191,951 greater 
in valuation than our imports in 1893, yet we collected $553,848 
less revenue. 

These, Mr. Chairman, are some of the illustrations of the kind 
of tariff that we are asked to continue until it shall meet the defi- 
ciencies in the revenue. I grant that it gained about $12,000,000 
ba itself in its second year, but at that rate how long would it 

e to make up the deficit in revenue already incurred 

The duty collected on the nine articles that I have enumerated 
the same class of articles in each tariff, remember—the duty col- 
lected upon those articles inkeyi the fiscal year which closed on 
the 30th of June last, was $39,114,676 less than the duty collecteđ 
angar the McKinley tariff on a much less amount of importa- 

ons. 

The 8 table shows the valuation and duties collected 
on certain articles in corresponding years. 


Valuation of imports and duties collected. 


1893 13.308. 411 
19, 11, 466 


—— : — 


55,391,503 | 44.508. 775 
82. 706. 757 28, 121, 388 
27, 405, 164 21,477, 389 


On these nine articles the customs duties collected was $39,114,- 
676 less than was collected in F merge years on a much less 
amount of importations of the same kind of articles under the Mo- 
Kinley tariff. 

Suie was on the free list under the McKinley law, and 1890 
was the last year that it was dutiable until this tariff. 

Let me compare the operations of the existing tariff with the 
tariff 883 McKinley tariff. 

In 1890 the asury of the United States collected on the im- 

ion of into this country $53,985,873, that being the 
year in which sugar was on the dutiable list. 


1896. 
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In the year of this tariff which the President refers to in his 
message with commendation—the year closing on the 30th of last 
June—there was collected on sugar $29,808,140, being $24,000,000 
less than was collected in 1890. 5 

For years we have had a wide difference of views between polit- 
ical parties in this country, and probably we shall continue to have 
such differences for years to come as to protection and free trade. 

Protection means employment for American labor in producing 
in this country such articles as climate, soil, and sel, facilities 
would allow at being Pk pease ere es ee „ at 3 ze 5 
wages—the highest possi permit the articles produ 
be sold in market. Free trade means the payment to Ae every- 
where of the lowest wages paid to labor anywhere. Everybody 
can choose between these theories. 1 do not to enter into 
any discussion of them at this time. But as a ess proposition 
we are to consider the results of these two tariffs as they affect 
the Treasury of the United States. The question of how to collect 
revenue for the expenses of this Government is a business 
proposition. i, 

ese two tariffs have been tested in practical operation. Such 
ractical tests are better than any theory, better than all logic, 
tter than all disputations where i tion furnishes the 
“facts” instead of taking into consideration the results of practi- 
cal operations in business. 

I have here a table showing the total e and imports of this 
country during four years, the dutiable and free, and showing 
the amount of duties collected. This table shows the results in 
the years 1892, 1893, 1895, and 1896, two years under the McKinley 
tariff and two er the existi The year 1894 is a 
year which in fairness can not be used by way of comparison with 
anything before or after. That was a year in which the country 
was engaged in remodeling the tariff. A great part of that fiscal 
year Congress was eee in both Houses on that measure. 

The party that framed the present tariff came into power on the 
Ath of March, 1893, having been elected in 1892. As soon as that 
election was over, the influence of the anticipated change in the 
tariff policy of this Government swept over not only our own 
country, but the nations of the world with whom we dealt. Hence 
1894 is a year which no one who wishes to deal fairly can use by 
way of comparison with anything before or since. But we may 
fairly refer to 1892 and 1893 (the two years immediately preceding 
1894), and 1895 and 1896 (the two years immediately succeeding), 


for any purpose of ee 
In the ears 1892 and 1893 the total rts of this coun 


amounted to $1,877,943,341. In the years 1895 and 1896 the 
exports amounted to $1,690,145,103, being $187,798,238 lessthan for 
the two years 1892 and 1893. 

Yet the President assures us that this tariff has opened the way 
to a freer and more expan commerce with foreign nations. 
‘This is his claim, in spite of the fact that under this new policy 
the exports for 1895 and 1896 are nearly $200,000,000 less than they 
were in 1892 and 1893, really the last two years, for comparison, 
of the McKinley tariff. 

The total dutiable imports for 1895 and 1896 are substantial] 
the same in amount as the dutiable i were for 1892 an 
1893. There is a nominal difference of $10,740,709. But the ad 
valorem duties in forcethe two years of t tariff—greater in num- 
ber than heretofore—would more than make up the difference in 
valuation. So that the total dutiable imports of 1895 and 1896 are 
substantially the same as were the dutiable imports of 1892 and 
1893. Yet duties collected in 1895 and 1896 under this tariff 
that we are asked to allow to remain until it shall make up all 
‘deficiencies amounted to $68,353,224 less than the collections on 
the same amount of dutiable imports in 1892 and 1893. It is 
seriously proposed as a matter of business that we allow these 
-importations of foreign merchandise to come in competition with 
ee labor, and E 5 fail to collect as much revenue 
upon them as was collected in the two corresponding years prior 
the following table shows the total exports and i Ë 

e following e shows the an 5 
the duties collected for the years 1895 and 1896 serpent anh the 
years 1892 and 1893: 


$1, 030,278,148 | $813, 601, 345 84558 
847,685,198 | 844, 454,583 


270 | debt snemal, as required by the pl 


It is for the Congress of the United States to restore the reye- 


nues of the Government so as to equal its or to re- 
duce those nditures to correspond with the revenne. Who 
on this side of the House or who on the other side believes that 
we can reduce materially the expenditures of this Government? 
They are now no greater than they were when the tlemen on 
the other side were in power. We do not charge t they were 
extravagant in expenditures. This mighty country, with its great 
rivers, its mighty arteries of trade and commerce, requires a great 
expenditure, an it can hardly be expected to be ess from year to 
year, Wise statesmanship, then, requires that we provide in leg- 
islation that the revenues shall the necessary expensesof the 
Government, and its people are ready at all times to meet any 
such demand upon their resources instead of borrowing money 
for current expenses in time of for future generations to 
But, Mr. Chairman, it is the old system. It is familiar to 

History repeats itself. Every year of Buchanan's Admin- 
istration the expenditures of the Government exceeded its reve- 
nues. Each year for the past three years we have had the same 
idea illustrated in the present Administration. The Bourbon of 
any times learns nothing and forgets nothing. [Laughter.] 

tn the old days, it is true, free trade harmonized with the labor 
system which existed in nearly one-half of the country. At that 

e and under those conditions there was some little reason in 
their free-trade th Capital owned its labor, and it must 
furnish clothing, provisions, houses, and everything for its sub- 
stance, and it had no interest in the elevation or the advancement 
of labor. At that time and under those conditions free trade had 
something upon which to rest. The owner of labor would buy 
the cheapest products of the Old World—products of the poverty- 
stricken labor of the old nations of the world, because capital 
thought it could get it at less price than it could purchase the 
same articles at home. They must furnish their labor, and they 
would do it at the lowest possible cost. But what was a seeming 
reason for that at that time has passed forever away. From 
the Gulf to the Lakes and from ocean to ocean, eee 
homogeneons in ideas and institutions, and everywhere with the 
same great stake and interest in the advancement and well-bein; 
of labor, which does so much to add to the tness and glory o 
a republic, the reason which existed for the old idea exists no 
more, yet the gentlemen who still cling to it, the same old idea, 
now call it “statesmanship.” [Laughter.] 

There is no longer any reason for the retention of the system 
which once id , with the state of society, industries, and pop- 
ulation that now exists, so different from the condition which 
formerly i Yet we still find supporters of the old theory 
and advocates of the same old principles. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, permit me to say that I know of 
no a Fa duty to-day for the lawmakers of this country than to 
provide a system for revenue that will meet all the expenses 
of the Government and provide for finally 9 the 
national debt. The McKi bill was framed toreduce revenue. 
That was its title. There was no sham about it. It was made to 

ce revenue. We had been paying throughout the entire term 
of Mr. Harrison’s Administration $64,000,000 a year in extinguish- 
ment of the national debt. That was done under a revenue pro- 
tective tariff Rolicy begun under the leadership of the venerable 
Senator from Vermont, Mr. MORRILL, to whom belongs the credit 
of combining ad valorem and specific duties together in custom- 
house duties on the same article. 

Under the system of Satter res formulated at that time, 
and established and maintain the Republican for thi 

, two-thirds of the national debt of almost three thousand mil- 
dollars was paid before this Administration came into power. 
They have added $262,000,000 to aap rip? Ap debt of the na- 
tion, with a deficiency in revenues of $140,000, nring the time 
they have been in er. Howlongcan this system of revenuecon- 
tinue before this tariff—as the President assures us—will meet all 
the deficiencies in revenue? While the McKinley bill accom- 
plished what it was intended to accomplish—a reduction of reve- 
nue—the prostrating of the business of the country by the change 
in Administration in 1892 caused too t a reduetion. But had 
the times continued under the same political power, with the same 
pose prevailing in the Government, the McKinley tariff would 
ve continued to raise enough revenue to pay the expenses of the 
portions of the national 
ge of the Government in 
1862, when the first issue of paper money was made. 

Mr. Chairman, the gentlemen who compose the legislative de- 

3 of the Government now and those who will come imme- 
iately after them will have no higher duty to perform than that 

of providing by Jaw for raising sufficient revenue for all the 

5 the Government by a system of revenue protection, 

yes e we ie era ee . with what is sanomia 

cKinley tariff, hink like good sportsmen we will 
ready and ing to bet our money on the tariff that will be framed 
and wn hereafter as the Dingley tariff bill.” [Applause.] 


Government and continue to dischar; 


The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will now proceed with the read- 
ing 92 the bill by paragraphs for amendment and debate under 
the rule, 

: The Clerk, proceeding with the reading of the bill, read as fol- 
ows: 


For fees and expenses of examining surgeons for services rendered within 
fiscal board 


the year 1 000. And each member of each examining 

as now authorize 4 receive the sum of $2 for the examination of 
applicant whenever five or a less number be e on any one day. 
an 3 


for the examination of eaoh additional app on such day: 
That if twen oF Tare applicants ap on one y no fewer than 
twenty shall, if cable, be examined on A 4 if fewer exami- 
nations be then e, twenty or more Having a red, then there be 
ie for the first examinations made on the n ti the fee of 
1 


only until twenty examinations shall have been e: ed further, 
shall be pat 


t no f d to any member of an examining board 
goually present sag assisting inthe . 55 Provided, That 
uch examining sur shall e y erating whic 

in thelr judgment the applicant £ entitled to. 

Mr, CONNOLLY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amend- 
ment at the end of line 28. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

by adding after the words “entitled to,” in line 23, the follo 5 

se Spend bya shal A be conclusive as to the amount of 8 if any, to 
allowed in each case.“ 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman 


Now, t 
has been the practice A a long time, and yet the supervising 
board in the Pension Office has never paid any attention, so far as 
anybody could discover, to the saci t e by the local examin- 
ing board. By putting in that amendment, thesuperyisory board 
in the Pension Office will be left to determine, frofn th 


gnome 
eter- 
mine that he is entitled to a pension, then the rating fixed by t È 
local board is therating that govern, Some lemen ahigh 
think that this would leave to the local examining board the 
entire question as to whether or not a pension ould be 8 

Mr. LACEY. Will the gentleman yield for a question 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Certainly. 

Mr. LACEY. Suppose a pensioner, in the judgment of the De- 
partment, was ‘entitled to $18 a month, and su the local board 
should give him only $6. This amendment which you offer would 
prevent the pensioner from receiving the $12 a mont which he 
would otherwise be entitled to, ma a total of $18. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. No, that would not be true, because the 
matter is still left entirely in the hands of the supervisory board 
in the Pension Office, They are not eg jee as they are not now 
compelled, to take the report of any local board of examining 
surgeons; and it is within the knowledge, probably, of every A pea 
tleman in this House who has had occasion to inyestigate 
pension cases that the examining board in the Pension O 


repeatedly send the applicant to different boards, for different ex- | boar 


aminations, in cases where the local ds have already reported 
such a diagnosis as entitles the applicant to a pension. The 
supervisory board in the Pension ce, not content with that, 
send him to another board. That board reports a Giagnosis enti- 
tling him to a pension. They are not content with that. The 
send him to stil another and another board, to find some boar 
that will finally make a diagnosis showing him not entitled toa 
pension. They will reserve the same power with this amendment 
put in that they do now. This does not interfere in any way 1908 
the administration of the Pension Office other than that while 
the supervisory board of the Pension Office finally determine that 
a man is entitled to a pension, then, when they come to that con- 
clusion, they will be compelled to accept the rating which the law 
requires the local board to make. : : 
ow, why should the local board be required by the law as it 
stands to make any rating at all if that rating is to be of no 
force or effect? -The supervisory board in the Pension Office as- 
sumes to make the rating from the diagnosis written out by the 
local board; so that, after all, if the supérvisory board in the Pen- 
sion Office does what it ought to do, and if the local boards of 
examiners do what they ought to do, then the rate of pension will 
be fixed by the report made by the local board. But gentlemen 
all know that the English borg r is not capable of such refine- 
ment as will enable the local board to write out a diagnosis as 
perfect and complete as the diagnosis madR by the men who see 
and hear and feel and touch the applicant for the pension. The 
local board are then preparos when thro a the examina- 
tion of the applicant, from their sense of sight, their sense of 
touch, their sense of hearing, as well as the manipulation of the 
applicant 1 best prepared to say to what exten 
t man is disabled. They can write out in medical or surgi 


phrase how they find him disabled, as to his neryous system, 


Tendenz his hearing, his heart, liver, lungs, and all that, b 

they can not put down on paper so that any else can see 
the general ried ere of debility and decrepi of that app 
cant who was before them. They can see and feel and hear r 
but they can not write it down. Who, then, is best able to deter? 
mine the extent of his disabili They are. But it still leaveg 
the question to the examinin; d in the Pension Office to sa’ 
whether a pension shall be wed or not. That I do not think 


sion, then let the men who manipulate the applicant, who see 
him and hear him and touch him, say on their judgment and 
their official oaths what the pension ought to be, and if the super+ 


visory board is not content with their rating send him to another 
board and still another board and get the judgment of all those 


boards. 
ver ERDMAN. I raise the point of order against that amend- 
ment. 
. CHAIRMAN. Did the gentleman reserve the point of 
order 
; 5 ERDMAN. I raise the point of order that it changes exist 
ing law. 


he CHAIRMAN. Does the tleman from Illinois desire to 


250 — 65 ing on the point of order? The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania the point of order that it changes existing law. 
Mr. CONNOLLY, It is suggested to me that the point of order 


was not made in time. 

The MAN. The 8 from Pennsylvania states 
that he made jt at the time the amendment was presented. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Icertainly did not hear the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania uger to Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE]. 

Mr. WILL A. STONE. It was another gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. There are more than one gentleman from Penn- 
s Mp tt There are just thirty gentlemen from Pennsylvania on 

oor. 
Mr. CHATRACAN. 1 beg the gentleman’s on, 
T 


The ae the gentleman e to be heard on 
DADOR of o 

. CONNOLLY, ya yes; I have this to say on the point 
order: The amendment does not c existing law. ere 
no law now au any supervising board that I know of, or 


giving that board sole power to fix the rate of pension where a 
pension BE owed, Their duties are prescribed, and among their 
presc es no such duty can bå found as that authorizin 
them to fe e rate of on. The law does require the 1 
board to 


the rate o ion, an is simply eying. by law 
what we megn as to what the s o rate of pension shall be. I 
y that it does not A py any ge of fixed law as existing 
y. It is simply a change in the practice of the Pension Office 

that and nothing more. 

Mr. HARDY. If the gentleman will allow me, is it not a fac 
that until recently the pension examining surgeons were only 
mitted to make a diagnosis of the case and make no rating w 
ever; and that recently they have reestablished the rating by the 

d of surgeons, and that the advisor surgeons in the Pensi 
Office merely act under a rule of the Commissioner and not 
law at all? 

Mr. CONNOLLY. I understand that formerly these appropria 
tion bills passed—I do not know how many years ago—withou 
any provision of this kind at all—that is, a proviso that the repo 
of such examining surgeons shal ifically state the rating 

hich in their judgment the applicant is entitled to. I under- 
stand these pension appropriation bills were formerly withy 
out any provision of t kind in at all, regulating the duties of 
the losal examining surgeons in this respèct. For some yearg 
past, I am informed, it been the custom to put a provision in 
the bill requiring them to make that kind of a rating in their ré- 
port. I understand that under the rule invoked by bare ae 
man no change of law can be made in an appropriation bill. 

Now, I make answer to the gentleman, there is no law giving 
authority to the supervisory board of medical examiners to fix or 
make the rating. e law has existed for some years requiring 
the local board of ia re surgeons to fix the rating. 9 55 
amendment does not change that. e bill as reported from the 


committee requires the same thing—that the local board shall 
the rating. ow, I believe that has been required for years. Wha 
was the original pyrpose, manifestly, of requiring the local board 


fix the rating if it was not that they should have some govern- 
ing and controlling power? And this simply says what that goy- 
erning and controlling power shall be, from the reports made PA 
them, the local board, namely, that if the Pension Office fin 
he applicant entitled to a pension, then that the ap, È founå 
RA the local board shall be the rating accepted by the Pension 
ce. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I do a desire to say anything 
the point of order, bye do desire to e some remarks upon 
amendment if the point of order is not sustain 


1896. 


The CHAIRMAN, The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. If the bill has been read I desire to 
offer the following amendment. I understand only the first sec- 

tion has been read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman’s amendment apply to 
the first section? A 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. It applies to the second section. 

The CHAIRMAN. Which paragraph? 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. It applies to the second paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 5, page 3, strike out the words “as nearly as practicable.” 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I reserve the point of order on 
that amendment. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. I offer that amendment for the fol- 
lowing reasons: As the law reads now, and as it has read for years 
with these words in it, the Commissioner of Pensions has been 
enabled to pay in the city of New York, where they have only 
52,000 pensioners on the roll, $36,000 for clerk hire, while in the 
State of Iowa and at the city of Des Moines, where they have 
56,000 pensioners on the roll, they only expend $24,000 in the 

yment of clerk hire. In the city of Topeka, where ten have 
105,000 on the rolls, we only expend $1,000 more in clerk hire 
than they do in New York, where they have only one-half that 

number of pensioners on the roll. 

Now, I submit that it does not and that it should not takea 
dollar more to pay the 8 in New Vork in = tion to 
their number than it es to pay the pensioners owa or in 
Kansas; and certainly there can be no reason why it should cost 
as much money to pay 52,000 pensioners in New York as it costs 
to pay 105,000 at the agency in Topeka, Kans. If the words that 
I have moved to strike out are left in this bill, the Commissioner 
can continue to pay out as much money at the agency in New 

York as he pays out in Iowa or in Kansas, although the number 
of ioners oe is so much less. More than that, the way this 
bill is Worded they can employ and they do employ in the city of 
New York to pay their pensioners ten more clerks than are em- 
ployed at the agency in Iowa, yet they have not somany pension- 
ers on the rolls. ey have seven more clerks at the New York 
agency than we have at the Kansas agency, although we have 
double the number of pensioners. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Those extra clerks have been discharged. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. I beg the gentleman’s pardon, they 
have not been discharged. They do claim that in New York they 
will discharge eight men, but the men have not yet been dis- 
charged. Besides, instead of discharging only eight they ought 
to do the work with about half the number they now employ. 
Another thing. At the present time there ought not to be any 
more money required to pay pensioners i oD is gato to their 
numbers at one agency than at another. y? Because they 
are all paid by mail. Now, I submit that by striking out the 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


33 


fist Gitta nok tas cous. Undec ee cd we otimakion: 

u is not the case. Un e old way o paymen 
the force had to be sufficient to pay the pensioners on pay day or 
within a day or two of that, but when the new law went into effect 
requiring payment to be made by check it became possible to dis- 
charge a good many men from the New Yorkagency, and the Com- 
missioner states that he intends to discharge an additional num- 
ber there, as well as at other agencies. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. I hope the gentleman does not mean 
to uon that I have been to mislead the House, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STO ot at all. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Because I have in my hand a letter, 
dated December 5, 1896, in which the number of clerks at the New 
York agency is given as I have stated it here, and it was stated on 
behalf of the Pension Office that they contemplated discharging 
only . men from the New York agency. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Well, I do not suppose that the 
men have yet ceased their connection with the office, but the Com- 
missioner stated before the committee, I think, that he had ordered 
the discharge of ten men at the New York agency. We have 
reduced the appropriation for clerk hire at the ion agencies 
$20,000 to meet the very point made by the Sen from Kan- 
sas. We hope that in the next bill we can reduce it still more, and 
if the policy which the Commissioner of Pensions says he intends 
to pursue, and has begun to carry ont, is to be continued the gen- 
tleman’s objection will be entirely removed. It is absolutely 
impossible to carry out literally such a provision of law as the gen- 
tleman proposes. As I understand it, his amendment proposes to 
strike out the words ‘‘as nearly as ticable,” and to make it 
compulsory that the amount of clerk hire for each agency shall be 
in exact 5 tion to the number of pensioners paid at the agency. 

Mr. C of Kansas. If, under the law, all eee are 
now paid in like manner, namely, by mail, why should any more 
clerks be needed in proportion to the number of pensioners at the 
New York agency t at the Iowa or the Kansas agency? And 
does not the fact that all pensioners are now paid by mail make 
may omenan good? : - 

. WILLIAM A. STONE. Butyou would makean arbitrary 
rule. The language is as nearly as practicable,” and nobody 
would want to do it any more nearly than was practicable, but 
there may be reasons why there should not be exactly the same 
number of clerks at each agency in proportion to the number of 
pensioners paid, Ido not see why any gentleman should insist 
on having it any more direct than it is. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman allow me—— 

TheCHAIRMAN, Will * Pennsylvania [Mr. 
WILLIAM A. STONE] give his attention moment? © Chair un- 
derstands that the provision in the bill as reported is an exact 
repetition of a provision of existing law—the proviso in the last 
appropriation bill, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Iso understand. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the amendment could not be enter- 


words to which I have called attention, the House can require the | tained. 


Commissioner of Pensions to use just the amount of money that 
is necessary at each cy, instead of allowing him to expend 
twice as much in New York in proportion to the amount of work 
to be done. I trust, therefore, that the amendment will be sus- 
tained, So far as the point of order is concerned, I say that no 
point can be raised against this amendment, because it does not 
change existing law, nor does it increase appropriations. On the 
ac etA it decreases uso ae re 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman is 
perhaps laboring under some want of information as to the exact 
factsin regard to these pension cies. It is true that the agency 
in New York pays more for clerk hire than is paid at the Topeka 
agency. It is true, also, that the pensions paid at the Topea 
cy are double in number those that are paid in New Vork. 
e cause of the disparity in the number of clerks is found in the 
system of paying pensions which existed before the last amend- 
ment of the law. Prior to that amendment the pensioners were 
paid in money. They went to the agencies and got their pay in 
cash, but at the last session we passed an amendment requiring the 
pension agents to pay the pensioners in checks. While the old 
system prevailed and the pensions were paid in cash nearly all th 
pensioners appeared in person at the New York agency and 
their money, while a large proportion of those who were paid at 
the Topeka 1 and who lived in Missouri and Colorado and 
other adjacent States, were even then paid by check, It is obvious 
that under the amended law a much less force will be required 


Was necessary when payment was made in currency. 
Mr. CURTIS of 2 not the ‘deinen know it to 
a fact that where ioners are for 


id in money the extra force 
— and after ig per: 


used only two or t da 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Notn ily so short a time. 
Mr. ‘TIS of Kansas. Say weeks, then. 
Mr, A. STONE. The fo: to be if 
time in between payments was up 
XXIX——3 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I made the point of order against 
it in ample time. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. The amendment simply conforms to 
the ruling of the Chair on a former occasion that a provision of 
this kind is simply a direction as to how the money appropriated 
should be paid. I believe this same question was 7 when the 
Post-Office bill was id penne herea few years ago; and the point of 
order was overruled at that time on the ground that the amend- 
ment was not a change of existing law in the sense contemplated 
by the rule, but was anay a direction as to how the money 
appropriated should be er ; 

e CHAIRMAN, e 
made any ruling of that kin 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. No, the present occupant of the chair 
was not in the chair at that time. I find that the rulings of dif- 
ferent Chairmen vary from time to time. 

The CHAIRMAN.. The Chair finds on examination that the 
language contained in this bill is an exact repetition of that of the 
last appropriation bill, which is the law to-day. Therefore this 
amendment proposes to change existing law; and the Chair sus- 
tains the point of order. 

Mr. LIAM A, STONE. 


presny occupant of the chair never 


question was put to the Commissioner: 
Then, under your statement, it will be possible for you to reduce 
the clerical force at New York about one-half?” He answers: “I 
pee to reduce it still further—yes.” He will do that undoubt- 


Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Byt it will be observed the Commis- 


sioner does ee y t he Taano the force 3 
ə does not; an ture to say that w. 
dd doe i We shall find 8 
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has expended in New York nearly twice as much as—at least one- 
third more than—at any other agency in this country. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It will be time enough then to 
correct the matter. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. I think it would be best to correct it 
now. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the heir Bir the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I understand t one of my col- 
leagues on the committee, the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. BLUE], 

desires to be heard for a few moments. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, when the subcommittee submitted 

this bill to the general committee it was the understanding that 
the Commissioner of Pensions should further consider the ques- 
tion of rents and furnish information whether or not that item 
could be reduced. I will ask the chairman of the subcommittee 
whether that information has been furnished? 

a 1 a STONE I Baye sp pear ra nage here. I 
‘apologize to the gentleman for neg’ 8 e paper 
before. I should h have done so. 

Mr. BLUE. Upon a hasty examination of this paper, I find 
nothing to indicate that a reduction in the rents can be made. I 
wish to say, however, that the change of law puns for pay- 
ment of pensioners by mail instead of payment in person must 

some i ces have rendered it unn to continue to use all 
the office room heretofore provided. It is a fact that some of 
the public buildings which have been in course of construction— 
including, Lassume, the one at Detroit—must soon be in a condition 


we reduéed the last item, as the gentleman will remember, $20,000 
on his testimony. The Commissioner desired the appropriation 
to remain the same as before, in order that he, in the exercise of 
sound discretion, might advance some of the salaries. But on an 
examination of the matter we thoughtitimportant that the change 
sagrat here should be made, and believed it to be imprudent 
and unwise not tocut out the amount we thought it safe and pru- 
dent to cut out. This was done in the interest of economy. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Will my colleague from Pennsylvania allow 
me to occupy five minutes? 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Certainly; I yield five minutes. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I have no desire to delay the 
pasigo of this N bill. I feel it incumbent upon me, 
owever, to submit to the House a single statement. There is no 
official or public document issued or uttered by our Government 
that has either the signification or general circulation, careful 
reading, as well as retention in public libraries and the general 
depositories of public records, as the message of the President of 
the United States. It isread and discussed by the civilized world. 
At the commencement of this Administration, at the second ses- 
sion of the Fifty-third Congress, which was the first annual mes- 
sage of the President, covering the gren subjects submitted for 
the consideration of Congress, the identin his message used 
this language: 
Iam 3 to 8 tay a 5 prd pension rolls . a. pe 
FFC 
0 men u es 8 col 
pension frauds. By no means the least 1 tojas done is 70 bra Pena 


to supply offices for the Government, and ieee oen offices for aye and deserving 
the pension agents. This statement just handed tome Pone gen- | pensioners, who certainly ought not to be condemned to such association. 
tleman from Pennsylvania does not say when that will be accom- | In the appropriation bills for the three full years wherein this 


lished. But at this time, not wishing to retard the passage of 
bill, I will not offer any amendment. I suggest, however, 
that hereafter, if it be ascertained that it cam be done, a provision 
reducing the appropriation for rent be incorporated in the bill. 
In reply to some remarks of my colleague from Kansas [Mr. 
Curtis], who doubtless made his criticism in faith, I wish 
to say that in considering the appropriation embraced in this bill 
“for stationery and other necessary expenses, $35,000,” we added 

,000 at the su tion of the Commissioner for the p „in 

e main, of giving him a force to be used at his discretion—for the 
employment of extra clerks when needed for the expeditious dis- 

| tribution of the vouchers. 

The Commissioner gave us clearly to understand that the force 
at New York, Boston, and other places in the East should be cut 

| down so as to 3 as nearly as possible with the number 
of pensioners paid. apprehend an investigation would show 
that the Commissioner would be justified in making slight dis- 
criminations or differences in the e of different offices. 
The salaries at New York would perhaps be in excess of what 
they necessarily should be at Topeka. 
r. CURTIS of Kansas. As all the clerks are under the civil 
service, why should they receive any more in New York than in 
| Kansas? ose in Kansas are just as efficient as those in New 
ork. 

Mr. BLUE. It would seem to be obvious that, in view of the 
difference in expenses of living, wages in New York Leg joe rop- 
erly be higher than in Kansas or some other Western ties. 
By reason of surrounding circumstances it might be necessary that 

à clerk employed in an office in New York City should be paid a 
lar; 51 oas a clerk of like efficiency in the city of Topeka. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Does not the gentleman know that 
under the civil-service law the salaries of all clerks are graded? 

Mr. BLUE. The gentleman will find, upon an investigation of 
this matter, that discretion is given to the Commissioner here; 
and, under his manipulation, he can protect the clerks, as his 
evidence shows. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas, It is his manipulation“ that we are 
finding fault with. 

Mr. BLUE. Oh, well, it may be necessary manipulation, 

Further than that, Mr. Chairman, it is necessary that he should 

have discretion, in emergencies, to provide assistants not covered 
by the civil-service rules, 

I think this bill has been carefully examined in every detail. 
We have not cut down the amount that has been required for the 
payment of pensions at all. The reductions which have been 
made in the branches of the expenditures of the Department relate 
to clerk hire, to lights, examining surgeons, and so on, and we 
have given all of these items very careful consideration. I appre- 
hend that it will be found, when the bill is carefully examined by 
the gentleman, as good as it could possibly be made under the 

circumstances. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the eden allow me to ask him 
this question: It is true, is it not, that we called the Commissioner 

| of Pensions before us twice, with reference to this very matter, 
and went carefully over the entire ground with him? 
+ Mr. BLUE, It is true, as the gentleman from Ohio has stated 
that we called the Commissioner of Pensions before us twice, and 


Administration has been disbursing the public funds through its 
appointed snbordinates, the Commi on Ap rop Anons having 
c of the executive, judicial, and legislative bill, fully recog- 
ing the serious character of these utterances of the dent of 
the United States, increased the np ma age for ena Sek a 
investigations pertaining to the Pension Bureau from „000, 
which includes the deficiency, to $400,000 for the fiscal year of 
1894, to 000 for the fiscal year of 1895, the same sum of „000 
for the year of 1896, and also provided for the appointment 
of 150 al examiners at an expenditure of $195,000. In other 
words, the Congress of the United States gave, in its 1 
ons for examination by special detailed examiners of the Pension 
au, which had immediately and ifically in c the 
investigation of pension frauds, more t was asked for by the 
Pension Bureau of the Department of the Interior. 

I take the reports for the three full years of the administration 
of the Pension Bureau under the present Administration of Presi- 
dent Cleveland, desiring the House to bear in mind the serious 
charge contained in this m e to which I have referred, as it 
came to the second session of the Fifty-third Congress, and will 
quote brietly from them. In 1894, the first full year, I find this: 
Convictions had, 194; sentences imposed, 120, In 1895, convictions 
had, 294; sentences imposed, 214. In 1896, convictions had, 167; 
sentences imposed, 160. That is the record of the investigations 
of the Pension Bureau ere to these canspiracies a eged, 
and the result being the statement that I have submitted. Ə 
President in his message to Congres yesterday—and I desire only 
that these groupings of facts, es, and utterances may be of 
record for future reference—the ident submits: 

The Commissioner of Pensions Fee baa that during the last fiscal year 329 
indictments were found against violators of the pension laws. Under these 
indictments 167 convictions resulted. 

Gentlemen, in view of that-exhibit under this Administration, 
can anyone in this House credit the statement contained in the 
message to the second session of the Fifty-third Congress: 

Thousands of neighborhoods have their well-known fraudulent pensioners, 
and recent developments by the Bureau establish appalling conspiracies to 
accomplish pension frauds. 

I have given you the statement of the President as exhibited in 
his former message. I give it to you as exhibited in his last annual 
m „showing 167 convictions, and I submit also to you the 
fact that every dollar asked for by this Administration for the 
detection of pension frauds has been appropriated by the Demo- 
cratic House of the Fifty-third Congress and by the Republican 
ee of the Fifty-fo Congress, and we find, after three years 
of consistent effort, 167 convictions out of a roll, on June 30, 
1896,” as the President states it, of ‘‘970,678 pensioners.” This is 
the largest number ever reported. I leave the question for your 
reflection. [Applause.] A 

And then, on motion of Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, the committee 
rose; and the Speaker haying resumed the chair, Mr. DINGLEY 

irman of the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 

e Union, reported that the committee had had under considera- 
tion the bill (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for the poyment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States for the 
year 1 June 30, 1898. and for other ee and had di- 
rected him to report the same to the House without amen ent 
and with the recommendation that the same do pass. 


è 


“transmit therewith all original 


printed. 


the consideration of the following bills; which were re 


1896. 


The bill was ordered to be and read a third time; and 
it was e ae read the third time, an panon, 
On motion o: Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, a motion to recon- 
sider the last vote was laid on the table. 
CONTESTED ELECTION CASE—WATSON VS. BLACK. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following communi- 
cation, which was read: 


CLERK’s OFFICE, HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., December 8, 1896. 

Sır: I have the honor to lay before the House of Representatives the con- 
eet election case of Thomas E. Watson vs. James C. C. Black, from the 
mth district of the State of Geo: for a seat in the House 

of tatives for the Fifty-fourth Congress of the United States, notice 
of w has been filed in the office of the Clerk of the House, and also to 
testimony, papers, and documents relating 


roved March 2, 1887, entitled “An act relat- 
ing to contested elections,” such portions of the testimony in the said case as 
the parties in interest upon or as seemed proper to the Clerk, after 
giving the requisite no „ have been printed and indexed, er with 
e notices of the contest and the answers thereto, and such portions of the 
testimony as were not printed, with all the original ＋ have been sealed 
up and are ready to be before the Commi on tions. 
o copies of the printed testimony in the case have been mailed to the 
contestant and the same number to the 88 The law in reference to 


thereto. 
In compliance with the act a 


Spon the reoeipt by the Clerk of anid heist, 5 

i m the e Cler: 

„„ A. McDOWELL, 
Clerk House of Representatives, 


Hon. THOMAS B. REED, 
Speaker House of Representatives. 
TheSPEAKER. Without objection, the matter will be referred 
to the Committee on Elections No. 1. 
There was no objection. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was grantet as follows: 

To Mr. Harner of Nebraska, for one week, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. WILBER, for ten days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Royse, for ten 2 25 on account of important business. 

And then, on motion of Mr. DINGLEY (at 4 o'clock and 20 min- 
utes p. m.), the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIV, the following executive commu- 

A were taken from the Speaker's table and referred, as 
‘ollows: 

A letter from W. B. Franklin, president of the Board of Man- 
agers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 
transmitting the report of the Board for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1896—to the Committees on Military Affairs and Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Attorney-General of the United States, trans- 
mitting a list of judgments rendered in favor of claimants and 
against the United States and defendant Indian tribes, and not 
heretofore appropriated for—to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Commissioner of Labor, making a report on 
& plan for a permanent census service, in response to the joint 
resolution approved March 19, 1896—to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a copy of a communication from the Secretary of Agriculture 
submitting certain changes in estimates affecting the salaries o 
certain officials in the Bureau of Animal Industry—to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
e a cop of the findi filed by the court in the case of 
Mary A. Hart inst The United States—to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
econ el of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Edw E. ick, administrator, against The United States—to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Commissioner of Labor, submitting a state- 
ment of all money expended under his direction during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1896—to the Committee on Labor, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secre of War, transmitting a report of 
receipts and expenditures of the construction and maintenance of 
the sewerage system and other improvements at Fort Monroe, 
Va.—to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to bé 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, committees were Giechiarsod ‘om 


erred as 
follows: 8 
The bill (H. R. 3486) granting a pension to Benjamin Contal, of 
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Blair, Nebr.—the Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The bill (H. R. 133) granting a pension to Benjamin Cental, of 
Blair, Nebr.—the Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 

ot 15 following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
‘ollows: 

By Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. R. 9488) for the construction of 
@ wooden dry dock at the United States navy-yard, Boston, Mass.— 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9489) for the improvement of the grounds of the 
United States Naval Hospital at Chelsea, Mass.—to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. : 

ASS LORIMER: A bill (H. R.9490) to prevent conspiracies 
to blacklist—to the Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. CHARLES W. STONE: A bill (H. R. 9491) to create a 
commission to select a suitable reseryation or plot of public 
gromad in the city of Washi m, in the District of Columbia, 

or memorial purposes, under the auspices of the National Society 
of the mauga of the American Revolution—to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. MEYER: A bill (H. R. 9492) to provide for the closing 
of the Pass a Loutre Crevasse and for the improvement of the 
Southwest Pass at and near the mouth of the Mississippi River— 
to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. ELLIS: A bill (H. R. 9493) to amend an act entitled 
“An act to forfeit certain lands heretofore granted for the pur- 
pose of aiding in the construction of railroads, and for other pur- 

approved September 29, 1890, and the several acts amenda- 
ory thereof—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. COOPER of Florida: A bill (H. R. 9494) concerning cer- 
fain 5 lands in Florida- to the Committee on the Public 


ands. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A bill (H. R. 9511) to establish a military 
and N upon the Palisades of the Hudson—to the Com- 
mittee on Mi airs. 

By Mr. EVANS: Joint resolution (H. Res. 204) continuing in 
force section 2 of the act of June 3, 1896, entitled “An act to 
repeal section 61 of an act to reduce taxation, to provide revenus 
for the Government, and for other purposes, which became a 
law August 28, 1894—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GROSVENOR: Joint resolution (H. Res..205) author- 
izing the building of a telephone line in the District of Columbia 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. MEYER: Joint resolution (H. Res. 206) to authorize 
and direct the Secretary of War to have madea survey of the 
pen Point a Loutre, near the Southwest Passof the Mississippi 

iver—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. PICKLER: Resolution (House Res. No. 429) requesting 
the Committee on Rules to 7 one day each week d this 
session for consideration of such bills as are in order at Friday 
evening sessions—to the Committee on Rules, 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC, 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, 3 bills of the following titles 
Were rear es and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois: A bill (H. R. 9495) granting a 
pension to James R. Zearing—to the Committee on Inyalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. R. 9496) granting a pension to 
Eleanor Shea—to the Raon hi on 8 oa 

By Mr. COX: A bill (H. R. 9497) granting a pension to Fred- 
erick W. Palmore—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: A bill (H. R. 9498) for the relief of the 
Erie Railroad a gga o the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. CURTIS of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9499) authorizing 
and directing the Secre of the Interior to sell certain lands to 
A. L. Williams, and for other purposes—to the Committee on the 
A (H. R. 9500 Mrs. Geo 

, abi R. ) ting a pension to ' rgianna 
Eubanks—to the Gamat on Invalid Pensions, ti 

By Mr. FENTON: A bill (H. R. 9501) gning a pension to 
8 Whirley, of Ironton, Ohio—to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of California: A bill (H. R. 9502) for the 
relief of Caroline Felsenthal, executrix, etc., of Phillip F 
thal, of California—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts: A bill (H. R. 9503) for the 
relief of David D. Smith—to the Committee on War Claims. 


By Mr, POOLE: A bill (H. R. 9504) to pension Sarah Gridley, 
the daughter of a soldier of the Revolutionary war—to the Com 
mittee on Pensions, : 
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By Mr. TERRY: A bill (H. R. 9505) 
e eee 
8 : R. a on 
Gegge Warfield—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9507) granting a pension to Mrs. Ann Ki 


ting a pension to 
id Pensions. 


widow of Samuel G. King—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9508) to grant a on to How- 

ard in, son of Benjamin Franklin, Seg me Se- 

ond Indiana Volunteers to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
By Mr. CUMMINGS: A bill (H. R. 9509) for the relief of Sam- 

uel Sentenne—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9510) granting an honorable discharge to 

Carl P. Larsen—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETO, 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following eee and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 
By Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the city councils of Philadel- 
hia, relating to the improvement of League Island Navy-Yard— 
40 the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
By Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois: Paper to accompany House bill 
ting a pension to James R. Zearing—to the Committee on 
Invalid P ons. 
y Mr. 


of New Hampshire: Petition of Mary F. Isam- 
inger, in the . — of lot No. 43, square 358, Washington, D. C., 
and to accompany House bill 9468 to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

By Mr. BARRETT: Resolutions of the board of aldermen of 
the city of Chelsea, Mass., in relation to the improvement of the 

unds of the United States Naval Hospital in that city—to the 

mmittee on Naval 5 a 

By Mr. COX: Sundry tions of citizens of the State of Ten- 
nessee, praying for favorable action on House bill 4566, to amend 
the postal laws relating to second-class matter; also House bill 
888, to reduce letter to 1 cent per half ounce—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. s 

Also, petition of citizens of Tennessee, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a 7 park at Vicksburg, Tenn. —to the Commit- 
tee on r airs. . 

By Mr. DALZELL: Petition of Pennsylvania State Convention 
of Christian Endeavorers, represen ,000 members, favoring 
the passage of a Sunday law for the national capital—to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 


Also, petition of the Pennsylvania Stato deayor Cogvention, 
for a bill to prevent the n cation of St antigen ling laws 
by extending to interstate gambling by t the penalties 


graph 
rovided for gambling by mail and express to the Committee on 


e Judiciary. $ 
Also, petition of the Pen: sd aay Etato Endeavor Convention, 
g the 8 of an industrial 
on La 


J. F. McCrory president, favorin, 
. o Ki State Christi 

tition 0 
Convention held in the city ol Lenton, Pa., October 8, 1896, in 
favor of the Phillips labor-commission bill to the Committee on 
Labor. 
By Mr. HATCH: Affidavits in support of House bill 8806, for 


the relief of Darwin T. Brown—to Committee on Invalid 


Pensions. 


Mr. HENDERSON: Resolution of the board of trustees of 
the Iowa Agricultural College, favo: e We Sete engi- 
neering experiment station bill—to the Co on Naval 
Affai 


airs. 

By Mr. HILL: Resolutions of the Society of the Sons of the 
Revolution of the State of Connecticut, pra for the pub- 
lication of valuable documents and ts $s relating to ipe 
Mory of the Revolutionary period—to the ttee on the 
Li z 


ary. , : 
Also, petition of the . 7 
outrages m American ci d tru 
8 the — mA on F 


ITH: Petition of John M. 


W. I 
des petition of Joseph Allen, praying 


0. A. . Allen of Fauqui County, Vi be ried be the Grunt 
t J n auquier „Va., erre y 
ôf Claims under the Bowman Act—to De ein on War 


= eat ac BF teen 


* 


a Voluntecrss for a 


Endeavor 2 


SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, Decamber 9, 1896. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
NEWTON C. BLANCHARD, a Senator from the State of Louisiana, 
and W . STEWART, a Senator from the State of Nevada, 


Rhe Vie Presiden etn A the President pro tempore 


(WLAN P, a Senator from the State of e) took the 


The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved, 
REPORT OF COMPTROLLER OF. THE CURRENCY. 


The PRESIDENT pe 7 — ——— laid before the Senate the 
annual report of the Com r of the Currency for the year 
ended October 31, 1896; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed, 


MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA, 


mpany of Ni a; which, with the accompanying topor 
was referred to the Select Committee on the Construction of 
Nicaragua Canal, and ordered to be printed. 


EXPENDITURES AP SPRINGFIELD ARMORY. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a commu- 
niĉation from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in compliance 
with law, a statement of the expenditures at the Springfield Ar- 
mory, Springfield, Mass., for the fiscal year ended Juné 80, 1896; 
which, with the accompanying report, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, Sand ordaca to be petite’. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a memorial of the 


American Surgical Association, of Detroit, Mich., remo; tin 

the of the bill relative to the practiceof . 
inthe District of Columbia; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the select and common councils 
of the city of Philadelphia, Pa., praying that an appropriation be 
made to dig out the Back Channel separating the mainland from 
the League Island Navy-Yard; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the select and common councils 


of the city of Philadelphia, Pa., 0 ing that an ap iation be 
made for improving the channel of the Delaware titer; which 
was referred to the Commi on Commerce. 


He also presented the petition of Abendroth Bros., of New 
York City, and sundry other manufacturers of the United States, 
praying for the passage of House bill No. 6116, to protect free labor, 

f which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 

H. presented the 2 of J. E. Richards, governor, and 
8 diy other citizens of Montana, praying for the passage of House 
bill ò. 6851, to aid the glia: Baap University; which was referred 
to the Committee on on 125 Labor. ; 
. PEFFER nted a petition of the Glass Blowers’ Asso- 


ciation of the United States and Canada ying pn cine 
prohibit e of any kind, sex, A Soi, na onalik 
yer for ad space of five years; which was to 


to 
on ti . K 
Mr. DAVIS presetited the petition of Rev. E. V. Campbell, of 


85 Cloud, Minn., praying for the ption of an amendment to 
e mble of the itution of the United States, so as to 
reco: the Supreme g; which was referred to the Com- 
mie on the Judiciary, s . 
x nted a on o ngrega urc 
SOLEN pio ted a petition of the Co tional church 

9 e e 

o g 
Committee on 


., praying for nactment of legislation relieving 


in ey; which was referred to the 
p Relations, 


e i the alumni of the St. Louis 
St. Louis, Mo., and a memorial e Acad- 


0. 
hem lie on the table. 
pro tempore. 6 memorials will lie on the 


Mr ; 
1D 
TE 1 8 8 11 Ping fr 42 85 
72 oi gley ; which to 
05 8 
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Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin presented a petition of the rail- 
way postal clerks of the tenth division of St. Paul, Minn., pray- 
ing for the enactment of legislation providing for the reclassifica- 
tion of the Railway Mail Service; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 3 - 

He also presented a memorial of sundry citizens of Milwaukee, 
Wis., anda memorial of sundry citizens of Menasha, Wis., remon- 
strating against the continuance of the eens in Armenia, and 
praying that steps be taken to secure indemnity for injuries to 
American citizens in Turkey; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SQUIRE. I presenta * dispatch from the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the State ashington, praying cers 
to set aside $10,000 of the existing ap tions for survey 
and all other preliminary work of the Washington Govern- 
ment Canal, and stating that such survey is necessary to locate 
the canal cadastrally from the head of on Bay to the termi- 
nation on Smiths Cove, so that the right of way may be acquired 
and transferred to the United States and plans and specifications 
prepared ready for letting the work. I move tMat the petition be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SQUIRE. Ipresenta letter, in the nature of apetition, from 
the secretary of the Chamber of Commerce of Seattle, Wash., ask- 
ing support of the Immigration a gous vray League’s bill, which 
2 to; provide a ae ar nee test in sr Pa lan- 

or immigrants, excep very young 
mittee on Immigration. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. GALLING: I present resolutions, in the nature of 
memorials, from certain medical societies of St. Louis, which are 
A ry, Phage! om sior Loan gerea I S Ss 
Missouri . VEST], remonstrating against passage of Senate 
bill No. 1 entitled A bill for the prevention of cruelty to ani- 
mals in the District of Columbia.” I move that the memorials lie 
on the table. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I present a series of resolutions ted 
at a mass convention of citizens of Bennington, N. H., in pef 0 
Do Pa TRESC Re ergata wie ge et 

e resolutions go on to say that the peti- 

i ir indi and call upon our Government 
to take such steps as shall be necessary to secure full and imme- 
diate satisfaction for the damages already inflicted on our fellow- 
citizens in Turkey, and to guarantee them full protection of 
person, „and rights in the ution of their lawful 
occupation.” also express their abhorrence of the colossal 
and barbarous massacres in Armenia that have left an indelible 
stain upon the world’s record in the sy years of the nine- 
teenth century, and show their 8 or the survivors by 
liberally supporting the noble relief work now being carried on 

American missionaries.” 

I moye that the resolutions be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. E 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of the Congregational church 
of Westhampton, Mass., praying that steps taken to securé 

satisfaction for indignities to our citizens in Turkey, and to use 
such means as will put an end to the Armenian outrages; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HILL presented a petition of sundry citizens of New York, 
praying for the of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; 
which was refe: to the Committeeon Finance. 

He also presented a petition of 600 citizens of Sthenectady, 
N. Y., praying for the enactment of a Sunday-rest law for the 
District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

He also 5 a petition of the Second Reformed Church of 
Schenectady, N. V., praying for the enactment of legislation 
prohibiting,so far as the jurisdiction of Congress extends, the 
performance of labor on Sunday; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Schenectady 
N. Y., praying for the enactment of legislation raising the of 
consent in the District of Columbia and the Territories; whi 
was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also ted a petition of the Second Reformed Church of 
ehna iy N. V., praying for the enactment of legislation pro- 
hibiting interstate gambling by telegraph; which was referred to 
the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

Mr. DANIEL presented a petition of the Independent Order of 
Good Templars of Virginia, praying for the appointment of a 
commission of inquiry to ascertain and report upon the effect of 

the alcoholic trafi c in the United States; which was referred to 
the Committeé on Finance. 


He also presented a petition of the Journeymen Tailors’ National; 
Union, No. 40, of Norfolk, Va., praying for the Government 
ownership and control of the telegraph lines; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

5 He ne Lamang the petition of zonn Q. A. ser pet of Tachi 
urg, Va., praying for an increase of pension; which Was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of L. L. Taylor and sundry other 
members of the Monday Club, of Norfolk, Va., praying for the, 
enactment of legislation for the relief of the , Armeniani; 
2 Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 


Healso ted a petition of the Board of Trade of Portsmouth, 
Va., praying for the enactment of legislation po iding for the’ 
erection of a public building in that city; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also ted the petition of Edward S. Conrad and 
other citizens of Norfolk, Va., and the petition of Rev. George 


Ray and sundry other citizens of ban burg, Va., praying for the 
e 


enactment of legislation for the of the book agents of the 
3 t Episcopal Church South; which was ordered to lie on 
e e. 


He also presented a petition of Lee-Jackson Camp, Confederate 
Veterans, of Richmond, Va., and a petition of Pickett-Buchanan 
Camp, Confederate Veterans, of Norfolk, Va., praying for a con- 
tinuance of the publication of the war records; which were ré- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. . r` 6 
orders praying for enactment of legislation’ 
more y to regulate contem: oceedings in 

courts; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MURPHY presented a petition of the Presbyterian church 
of Little Britain, 2 for the enactment of legislation 

ering 


the State antigambling laws, 
toprevent the nullification of the 5 wapi antigambling laws through 
interstate gam by ee y extending to such pey 
the penalties ty provided for gambling by mail and express. 
The petition should go to the Committee on the Judiciary, I 


e, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Committee on the Judi- 
ciary or the Committee on Interstate Commerce? 

Mr. COCKRELL. There isa bill ding. Let the petition lie 
on the table for the present. I will hunt it up, and wherever the 
bill to which it relates has been referred the petition should go, 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Several eee of the same 
nature have been sent to the ittee on Interstate Commerce, 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let it go to the Committee on Interstate 
Commerce then. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator can have it re- 
called, if he desires, at any time. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Very well. ` 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The petition will be referred 
to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

PAPERS OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Mr. MILLS. I pean a manuscript paper entitled Records 
and papers of the Continental Con „ and some other papers. 
I ask to have them referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The papers will beso referred, 

UNIVERSITY OF THE UNITED STATES. ` 

Mr. KYLE. I present a short eee relating to the University 
of the United States which arrived too late for presentation at the 
last session. I should like to have it printed and referred to the 
Committee to Establish the University of the United States. I 
ask unanimous consent for that purpose. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. there objection to the re- 
quest of the Senator from South Dakota? 

Mr. ALDRICH. What is the document? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It is a document relating to 
the University of the United States of America. 

Mr. ALDRICH. There is no objection to printing it as a docu- 
ment. Is the request made that it shall be printed as a document? 

The PRESID pro tempore. As a document, the Chair un- 
derstands, and referred to the committee. Without objection, it 
will be so ordered. 

REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 5482) authorizing the Cleveland Bridge 
Company to construct a bridge across the Arkansas River between 
Pawnee County, Okla. and the Osage Indian Reservation, reported 
it without amendment. 


Cumberland Presbyterian Church, of St. Louis, Mo., representing 
e protection of we 
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USE OF ALCOHOL IN THE ARTS. 


Mr. PLATT. A bill was passed at the last session repealing sec- 
tion 61 of the tariff act, approved June 3, 1896, and section 2 of 
the bill authorized the appointment of a joint select committee, 
to consist of three Senators and three members of the House, to 
‘consider all questions relating to the use of alcohol in manufac- 
‘ree and arts free of tax, and to report their conclusions to Con- 
‘gress on the first Monday in December, 1896. 

That committee have performed their work as industriously as 

ible, and submit a report as to what they have done and the 
Taformation collected up to the present time, which report I now 
present. As the committee have been unable fully to complete 
Their work, I submit with the report a joint resolution extending 
their powers. There is some doubt as to whether by the act the 
¡powers of the committee ceased at the commencement of the pres- 
‘ent session, and to avoid any question arising, I submit the joint 
resolution, and will ask that it be taken up when that order is 


reached. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. What is the request of the 
Senator as to the report? 

Mr. PLATT. I ask that the report be printed and lie on the 


table. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be so ordered. 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. WOLCOTT introduced a bill (S, 8207) for the relief of 
come Meeks; which was read twice by its title, and referred 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

' Mr. BLANCHARD (by request) introduced a bill (S. 8298) for 
the relief of Mary C. Daigre, o t Baton Rouge, La.; which 
5 by its title, and to the Committee on 


He also (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3299) for the relief of 
Hyacinthe A. 3 of Pointe spe ot Parish, La.; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Commi on Claims. 
He also (by request) introduced a bill (S. 8300) for the relief of 
the estate of Alfred W, Green, late of Carroll Parish, La.; which 
1 55 read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


ims. 
! He also (by request) introduced a bill (S, $801) for the relief of 
Mary C. Daigre, East Paten Rouge, La.; which was read twice b 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Olaims £ 

He also (by request) introduced a bill (S. 8302) for the relief of 
Samuel E. Loeb, of New Orleans, La.; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the * . 1 77 on Claims. 

He also introduced a bill (S. to authorize the construction 
by the Kansas City, Shreveport and G Com; of a 
bridge across the Sabine River between the States of Bel 
f d Texas: which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committes on Commerce, 
| Mr, SHOUP introduced a 1 Se 8804) to prohibit the formation 
of monopolies, trusts, and combinations in ; which was read 

ce by its title, and referred to the ttee on the Judiciary, 
He also introduced a bill (S. 8305) to suspend the further issu- 
ance of opor currency of a less 3 than 810; Which 
Was reat wice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


ce. 
Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (S. 8306) to authorize the Secre- 
of the Interior to fulfill certain treaty stipulations with the 
ppewa Indians of Lake Superior and thé Mississippi, and 
appropriation for the same; which was read twice by its 

title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 

Mr. ELKINS (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3307) declaring 
the Potomac Flats a public park, under the name of the River- 
side Park; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbi 

Mr. PIRE introduced a bill (S. 3308) authorizing the appli- 
cation of an unexpended balance of an existi Spee riation for 
the construction of a penitentiary building at alla, inthe 
State of Washington, and giving authority to the Secretary of 
the Interior to transfer the said building when completed, together 
with the land already purchased, to the State of Washington; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SQUIRE. I wish to state that the bill is introduced in 
accordance with the recommendation of the honorable Secretary 
of the Interior in his report made this year. I move that the bill 
be referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SQUIRE. Isubmit an amendment intended to be proposed 
to the sundry civil appropriation bill, covering the same subject 
and for the same purpose. I move that the amendment be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations and printed. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. SQUIRE introduced a bill (S. 3309) authorizing the Secre- 

of War to expend a portion of an existing „ for 
ing a survey and location of the improvement of the waterway 


connecting the waters of Puget Sound with Lakes Union and 
5 and preparing a cadastral map; which was read twice 
y its title. 

Mr. SQUIRE. This bill is drafted for the purpose of carrying 
out an existing appropriation. I also submit an amendment in- 
tended to be proposed to the sundry civil bill relating to the same 
subject. I move that the bill and amendment be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce and printed, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHANDLER introduced a bill (S. 3310) temporarily reduc- 
ing the salaries of United States officers; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. HALE introduced a bill (S. 8311) to increase the pension 
of Arabella V. Washburn; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3312) for the relief of Ambrose 
Simpson, surviving partner of Amos B. and Ambrose Simpson; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. HOAR irftroduced a bill 15 3313) for the relief of John N. 
Quackenbush, late a commander in the United States Navy; which 
Was read twice by its title. 

Mr. HOAR. I will state that similar bill was passed by both 
Hos at the last session, but it did not reach the President in 

efor his signature. I move that the bill be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR introduced a bill (S. 3314) granting a pension to Mary 
A. Thomas; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying REN referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr, INGER introduced a bill (S. 3815) making an appro- 
pe 3 ae 8 1 ay aok n e 5 
avy- W read ce by i e, an erred to t 

Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON introduced a bill (5.8316) for the removal of 
the charge of desertion standing against the name of John Keys; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

. BRICE introdu a bill (S. 8317) granting a pension to 

en J. Schuchman; which was read twice by its title, and, with 

e 3 papers, referred tothe Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GO troduced a bill (S. 8818) to authorize the 
Chesa; e Beach Railway Company, of land, to extend its 
line of road into and within the of Columbia; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Dis- 

ct of Columbia. 

. MARTIN introduced a bill (S. 8819) to increase the pension 
of Alice de K. Shattuck, widow of Lucius H. Shattuck, Company 
I, Fifth Massachusetts Infantry, three months; which was read 
twice 3 title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PERKINS introduced a bill (S. 8320) to provide a life-savin 
station at or near Point Arena, Mendocino County, in the State o 
California; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 


mmerce. 

Mr. QUAY (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3821) for the relief 
Railroad Company; which was read twice by its title, 

and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BAKER introduced a bill (S. 8322) granting an increase of 
pension to Mary V. McKee, of Leavenworth, Kans.; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8323) granting an increase of pen- 
sion to John S. Barnhart, of Canton, Kans.; which was read twice 
by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3324) granting a pension to Allen 
Buckner, of Baldwin, Kans.; which was r twice by its title, 
and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8825) to correct the record of Adam 
Weitz, late of Company E, Second Regiment United States Cavalry, 
by removing the charge of desertion, that relief may be afforded 
his widow by so doing; which was read twice by its title, and, 
with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3326) granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Martin D. Miller, of Atchison, Kans.; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3327) granting a pension to Louise 
E. Perkins; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PETTIGREW introduced a bill (S. 3828) to amend an act 
entitled An act to repeal the timber-culture laws, and for other 

urposes;” which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
8 on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEWELL introduced a bill (S. 3329) to increase the pen- 
sion of George W. Smith, late a captain Seventh Regiment New 


1896. 
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Jersey Infantry Volunteers; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. d 

Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3330) for the relief of Anna 
W. Osborne; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 6 

Mr. BLACKBURN introduced a bill (S. 3331) nting a pen- 
sion to Frances P. Myers; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. ah ee 

Mr. BACON introduced a bill (S. 3332) making appropriation 
for the improvement of the road from the Chickamauga and 
Chattanooga National Park to the town of Lafayette in Georgia; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations, i 

Mr. CALL introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 165) relating to 
the St. Johns River, Florida, and bar at the entrance to the river; 
‘which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 


Mr. CAMERON. I introduce a joint resolution, I ask that it 
be read and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The joint resolution Heats 163) acknowledging the independence 

f Cuba was read the first time by its title and the second time at 

ength, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, as 
follows: 

Resol: Sena epresen ted States o, 
3 Congress aasee. Pine 155 eee at tie he ublic of 
ane is and the same is hereby, acknowledged by the United States of 

Resolved, That the United States should use its friendly offices with the 
Government of Spain to bring to a close the war between Spain and Cuba. 

Mr. MILLS. I introduce a joint resolution, which Lask may be 
read and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 166) directing the President of the 
United States to take ion of the Island of Cuba and hold 
it until its inhabitants can institute such government as they may 
Wish, and organize and arm such forces as may be necessary to 
protect them against invasion was read the first time by its title 
and the second time at length, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States o 
America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States 
hereby directed to take 5 of the Island of Cuba with the military 
and naval forces of the United States and hold the same until the people of 
EA A uses Sen aqui Mich ANET nok Gavel TO sa A borer: 
Soonty $0 secnive then neemuee torelgh g i Epa = 

Mr. CALL. I introduce a joint resolution which I endeavored 
CC the session. I ask that it may be read 
and lie on the table. : 

The joint resolution (S. R. 164) recognizing the Republic of 
Cuba as a free and independent government was read the first 
time by its title and the second time at length, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate House of 588588 of the United States of 
America in led, That the United States of America recognizes 
the Republic of Cuba as a free and independent Government and accords to 
the people of Cuba all eb fate ofa e and independent government 
in the ports and within the jurisdiction of the U®ited States. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The joint resolution will lie on 
55 tabip, in compliance with the request of the Senator from 

orida. 

Mr. CALL. I desire to give notice that, with the indulgence of 
the Senate, I shall submit some observations upon the joint resolu- 
tion at an early day. 


USE OF ALCOHOL IN THE ARTS. 


Mr. PLATT. I ask that the joint resolution submitted with 
the report I made a short time ago be laid before the Senate, and 
if there is no objection I shall to have it passed this morning. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of 
the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled An act to repeal section 
61 of an act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Govern- 
ment, and for other purposes,” which became a law August 28, 
1894, was read the first time by its title and the second time at 
length, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress That the provisions of section 2 of the act ap- 

roved June 3, 1896, entitled An act to repeal section 61 of an act to reduce 


ation, to provide revenue for the Government, and for other purposes,” 


which became a law August 28, 8 and they are hereby, continued in 


force, and the joint select committee heretofore appointed under said section 
„when they have reached a final conclusion, report the same to Congress, 
together with such information as they shall have obtained. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Connecticut 
asks for the present consideration of the joint resolution reported 
by him this morning from the select committee. Is there objec- 

on? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have some explanation of the 
Joint resolution. The resolution itself is rather ambiguous and I 
do not quite understand it. 


Mr. PLATT. I do not know whether the Senator from Ohio 
was in when I submitted the report. It will be remembered that 
at the last session section 61 of the present tariff law, which pro- 
vided for a rebate of the tax on alcohol used in the arts, was 
repealed, and at the same time a joint select committee was ap- 
pointed to investigate the subject during the recess and to report 
at the beginning of the present session. From that committee 
this morning I made a partial report, showing what progress had 
been made, stating that the committee had been unable to com- 
plete their investigation, and asking that their powers might be 
extended. The aomi resolution simply extends the powers of the 
committee in order to enable them to complete their investigation. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I have no objection to the joint resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the pres- 
ent consideration of the joint resolution? 

Mr. MILLS. Let it be again read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint resolution will be 
again read. 

The joint resolution was again read, and, by unanimous consent, 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its con- 
sideration. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The question is a very important one. Does 
the joint resolution propose to change the present rate on alcohol 
aed in the arts? - 

Mr. PLATT. It simply extends the powers of the committee 
appointed to sit during the recess so as to continue their investi- 
gation during the session. 

Mr. S . It dees not propose to change the present 


rate? 

Mr. PLATT. Not at all. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HARRIS. I rose to ask the Senator from Connecticut a 
guanoa in respect to the joint resolution. What is the 88 

or declaring by a joint resolution that an act of Congress 
continue in force? 

Mr. PLATT. It is section 2 of the act of Congress which pro- 
vided for the appointment of the committee, and that section is 
continued in 8 

Mr. HARRIS. Ah! 

Mr. PLATT. That is all. 

Mr. HARRIS. That explanation is satisfactory. : 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. TURPIE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the naval appropriation bill; which was referred to the 

ittee on fed 2 ec and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the ae deficiency appropriation bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on International Expositions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

- OBLIGATIONS OF LEGAL CONTRACTS. 


= ALLEN submitted the following resolution; which was 
read: 

Resolved, That it is the settled doctrine in the United States of America 
that no State possesses constitutional power to impair the obligations of 
5 contracts, either by direct legislation or by 1 tion that withdraws 

substantial remedies from their enforcemen 

Mr. ALLEN. Lask that the resolution be printed and lie upon 
the table, subject to be called up at ay, time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ithout objection, it will be 
so ordered. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The resolution had better be again read. 

Mr. ALLEN. I shall desire at a proper time to submit some 


remarks upon it. 
The PRESIDENT 2 tempore. At the request of the Senator 
from Rhode Island, the resolution will be read. 


The Secretary again read the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will lie on the 
table, without objection. 

USE OF THE LIBRARY BUILDING. 

Mr. MORRILL submitted the following concurrent resolution; 
which was referred to the Select Committee on Additional Ac- 
commodations for the Library of Congress: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 
building providing additional sbormmodnticas for the Library of Congress 


shall not be used or occupied, nor any part thereof, for any purpose other 
than that legitimately connected with the aforesaid Library of Congress. 


SURVEY OF PORTLAND CHANNEL. 
Mr. LODGE submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to send to the Senate the 
8 the preliminary survey of the Portland Channel in the Territory of 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE INVESTIGATION, 


Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following resolution; which | 8 


was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


nagers, consisting of repre- 
and provides for enforcing such 
poten by imposing fines in money u an offending company, to be 
collected from contributions paid by su F. ee 
hich fines are to accrue to the benefit of the other companies; and if such 
to in further whether such 


to be collected from a ofa 
on each barrel of flour produced, w contributions are to be 
company into a common fund provided for the 
forcement of agreement; and also to 
of the 
vent com 
—— mad if costs agree 
or not they are in violation of any law of 
ENTRIES OF MERCHANDISE, 


definitely postponed may be reconsidered, and 
the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Finance. 
I will simply say that I undertook to see,and supposed I had 


bill should ha 3 8 eee 

0 ve a 7 5 
dent the rt was made, I have the consent of the Senator 
who re the bill, and also of the chairman of the committee. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the 
request made by the Senator from Massachusetts? 

. SMITH. Will the Senator opes state his request? 

Mr. HOAR. Irequest that a to authorize a reliquidation 
of certain entries of merchandise, which was indefinitely 
poned at the last session, may be brought again before the Senate, 
that the vote postponing it be reconsi and the bill be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Finance. There was a mistake in 
not having a hearing of the parties, and the member of the com- 
mittee who made the report, and the chairman also, consent to a 
recommittal. 

The PRESIDENT pro ere Is there objection to the 
request of the Senator from Massachusetts? Chair hears 
none, and the order will be made. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY, 


Mr, PETTIGREW. Mr. President : 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there are no further con- 
current or other resolutions the morning business is concluded, 
and the Calendar under Rule VIII is in order. 

M. PETTIGREW. Lask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 3656) proyiding for free homesteads 
on the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona 
fide settlers, and reserving the public lands for that purpose. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read for 
information. 

The read the bill. 

Mr. VEST. . President, is that the bill donating lands to 
the settlers simply upon the payment of fees to the land offices? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will inform the Senator that this is the 


bill. 

ee Has it been reported unanimously from the com- 
mittee? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. It has been reported unanimously. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Icall for the ing a the bill again, as I 
could not catch it when it was before r 

The PRESIDENT pro by ae The bill will be again read. 

The Secretary again read the bill. 

Mr. BLACKBU N. I should like to inquire of the Senator 
from South Dakota what committee this bill? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Then I should like to inquire under the 
3 jurisdiction the Committee on Indian Affairs ever had 
of this matter? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. This is a matter with regard to the dispo- 
sition of Indian reserve lands. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I ask should not this matter have gone to 
the Committee on Public Lands? 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I will inform the Senator that the bill did 
o to the Committee on Public Lands. That committee thought 
it should go to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and reported it 
back to the Senate, and asked to be disc from its further 


There was a House bill pendin . 
ate’ , objec 


Rep: 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I will inform the Senator that this is the 


the | bill which was before the Committee on Public Lands, from the 


consideration of which the Committee on Public Lands 

asked to be discharged, and it was then referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas, That statement was made in com- 


Mr. BERRY. I was not present when that was done in com- 


mittee. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. The Committee on Indian Affairs have 
e the bill to the Senate with amendments. 
e X 
there objection to the present consideration of 
io PRESIDENT pro tempore. Ojection being made, the bill 
go over. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I now ask unanimous consent 


j the immigra 
ae platforms of both political 
eee A and it at least ought to be considered by 


ing of the immigration bill, which I 
hed business. 


partment. The bill has already passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from South Da- 
kota asks unanimous consent that the bill referred to by him be 
made the special order immediately followi disposal 
of the bill known as the immigration bill. there objection? 
The Chair hears none, and the order is made. The Calendar un- 
der Rule VIII is the regular order, and the Secretary will report 
the first bill on the Calendar. 


HEIRS OF EASKINE S. ALLIN AND OTHERS. 
The bill (S. 1168) for the relief of the heirs of Erskine S. Allin 


and the United States Regulation Firearms Company, 9 
was announced as first in order, and the Senate, as in Committee 
of the Whole, ed to its consideration. 

Mr, L. Is there a report in that case? 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is a report. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to hear either the report or 
some explanation of the bill. 

Mr.PLATT. Mr. President, this matter has come up hurriedly, 
but I think I remember the facts relating to it sufficiently to make 
an lanation. 

ine S. Allin invented an improvement in breech-loading fire- 
arms. He was master armorer at the United States Armory at 
Springfield. He was not employed to make this invention; it was 
not su to him; he © it in his own time; it was his own 
invention, and under the law he had a perfect title to it. He gave 
a license to the Government to use his invention. No compensa- 
tion, however, was paid to him by the Government. The Govern- 
ment, aside from using his invention in its own arms, sold to the 
French Government arms to which the invention had been applied. 
Twenty-eight thousand two hundred and eighty-seven of these fire- 
arms containing the improvement were sold to the Government of 
France. This Government made a p on the transaction of 
$209,889.54. Colonel Benét, who was Chief of Ordnance when thig 
matter was first before Congress, reported that 10 cents a gun was 
fair Sy! Mie eae ing to the inventor. 

Allin died, In the Forty-ninth Congress we pano a bill in the 
Senate giving to his heirs, his widow and daughter, who are poor, 
$30,000 as com: tion. That, however, did notincludeclaims for 
the arms which have been sold tothe French Government. Since 
then a company known as the United States Regulation Firearms 


1896. 
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Company, to which the right other than that of the Government 
to use the invention was assigned, have also come in and made 
claim for compensation. The bill referred tothe committee called 
for $200,000. The committee, looking the thing over very care- 
fully, thought that it was but fair that the Government should 
pay the heirs of Allin, his widow and daughter, $30,000, and 
should pay oot $30,000 to the United States lation Firearms Com 
8 Lose bid e $60,000—half to be paid to the widow and. 
W and the United States Regulation Firearms Com- 


made a large profit on them, 
I have stated, that 10 cents a 
The sum which 


Pere Government sold these 12 
and the Chief of Ordnance sai 
gun is a fair royalty for the Government to pay. 


are committee T 5 , however, does not amount to that. 
Is not this only one of a large number of 
ents for improvements in the Springfield musket, and if we pay 


this claim it not be a precedent for the payment of the others? 
Mr. PLATT. There have been in times past a large number of 
claims made, and some have been paid. Iremember one of $75,000 
was paid, the Ely claim, „as it was called, in which General Butler 
‘was interested; butso faras I know—and I think I can state with- 
out reservation on that subject this is the last of all those claims, 
and it seems to me a very meritorious one. 
. COCKRELL sees Ah vet 


Ithink the 8 in the Forty men proposed 
report ein -nini 
only $30,000. It mema that this report now proposes to double 


LATE. t tried to explain that, but I the Senato: 

presume r 
didnothear. Itis 9 to be heard in the Senate, anyway. 
We did report tion which the Government 
ought to pay to the widow and e daughter of the inventor. We 
did not then take into consideration the claim which is now made 


on account of the fact that the Government sold 28,287 of these 
arms to the French Government. The United States —— 
Firearms Company comes in and claims that from the 

ment. We have looked the matter over and tried to ae cee equity 


between these and the committee propose to give $30,000 
to the widow and daughter of Allin and $30,000 to the United 
States Firearms Com 

Mr. How does the United States ion Fire- 
e e o pany come to have any right? Was it the holder of any 
paten 


Mr. PLATT. It was the assignee of all the interests which the 
inventor had, except that which he had assigned to the Govern- 
ment—the right OA use. The Government not only used it in its 
ownarms, but sold arms upon which it made a profit of $209,989.54, 

Mr. COCKRELL. If we are paying for all the Government 
used and then turning around and paying for all the Government 
sold, that is a double payment, is it not? 

Mr. PLATT. Oh, no. Two hundred thousand dollars would 
scarcely amount toa full payment for what the Government sold. 
We have cut down the amount claimed very much. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The point is this: If payment is made for 
all that the 55% ͤͤ wid Gee aula Rae ek SOLE Cth 
French Government were included in that amount, then certainly 
the assignees have no right to come in and claim that because the 
arms were sold they should be paid again. 

Mr. PLATT. Ihave tried to ysay—this bill came up very unex- 

tedly—that, as I understand it, we are not paying twice over. 
8 we are not paying the full amount the Government ought 

to gar 
Mr. COCKRELL. ee e parkot ii report, 


read. 
e he PRESIDING IR (Mr. PERKINS in the chair). The 
Secretary will read as requested. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


The bill recommended by the committee was, after thorough discussion, 
8 y the Senate, but was not acted on in the House. © same bill was 
troduced in the soa in session, when a bill fe com the United States 
troduced, an for 7 use by the United States of the same 
were referred to the Patent 

1 3 but no report made. The same bilis 
were introduced at the next session. e bill now referred to the committee 
p that there shall be paid for the use of this invention by the United 
tates the sum of $200,000, one half to the 3 hter of Erskine S. 
Allin, and the other half pany. 


Government. But 3 . — at stn next session of >f Congress, an Tue 
8. the 
tion Firearms Company aforesaid all the right, tua 


tof the . to use the same 
States Regulation Firearms Se 
‘alt’s Firearms Company 

manufacture for thea guns containing the said invention, and expended 
large sums of money im exhibiting the gun at the tion and 
endeavoring to secure contracts from foreign Governmentsand the different 


States of the United States. 
before the committee in the Forty-ninth 
firearms manufactured b; 


It did not appear upon hearin: 
that the United States had made sales of y 
subsequent hear- 
States sold to 


the Government containing this improvement. But pene eal 
ings it does appear, and the committee finds that the United 


us Government ri 8 pine ae 

88 ‘or sum 
Co! suet Soe formerly super 

ues y Hon. Geo; 
OE the MNEMO Senha and var, 

Doc. No. 17, Forty-fifth Congress, t. S Sa 
mong that the cost to the Ta a tates Government of a Sprin 
5 was 

and that the ane — ——.— g guns by 
ment into breech-loadin: uns this improvement was $8.28 
From this of Colonel Benton it would a that the Uni 


realized a profit upon the guns sold of at least 
yg —— . from 


plis EAEE OE G ning this 
DAIA 9 

n ent of of the pe ag 
War, 


interest in the invention and letters patent, but 
receive one-third of the profits w. 
56 

committee are of the 
. 
sation from the a oe It is 


the company 


ry cs Sap = Allinand 
Wet rh ag ager ‘or compen- 
diicule to establish the precise amount 


were made 

to say that the entire the Government was 
invention of Allin. But C to fix some sum 
under the circumstances the Government should pay to the parties 
the idea that. the sum of 
ufactured 


Mr. PLATT. Let the amendments reported by the Committee 
on Patents be acted 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendments reported by 
the Committee on Patents va be stated. 
by the Committee on: Patani were, in 
phasors to strike out ‘‘two hundred ” 
and insert “‘sixty;” in lines. after the words to wit,” to strike 
out one hundred” and insert “thirty;” and in line 14, before 
the word ' thousand,“ to strike out one hundred” and insert 
“thirty;” so as to make the bill read: 


Be itenacted. . 000 be, and the same is hereby, appre- 
to be iain egual one a to wit: “ie — 
. Allin, ‘of ow a 


hited S States Regula corporal 

5 of ee of Ter rak, York, si og nig A are ae! caused to, . d dam- 

Sal fringe: 

United Seates or dne — ERA 9 which he infringement by the 
by the said Erskine S. Allin to to the said United States tion 
Company on the 18th day of December, 1868. This app tion to 

be in full pa Land satisfaction to both of the aforesaid parties for aud 

on accoun any and all sales or other disposition heretofore made or that 
may hereafter be made by the United States of any arms in 
tion secured by said letters patent is used or embraced. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move to strike out, beginning in line 17 
after the name New York,” down to and including the word 
“said,” in line 20. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Secretary. After the name New York,” i ser line 17, it is 
proposed to strike ont for the injury caused to, and damage 
sustained by, said corporation from 8 — by the infringement by 
the United States of the letters patent aforesaid.” 

Mr. PLATT. There is no 5 to that amendment. 

The amendment was 

The bill was reported to the Sonate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


the inven- 


THE REVENUE BILL. 

Mr. ALLEN. Iask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of Order of Business 183, being the bill re . 2749) to tem- 
porarily increase revenue to meet the expenses of Government and 
provide against a deficiency. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Let the bill go over, Mr. President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being made, the bill 
will go over. 

Mr. ALLEN. I move to take up the bill notwithstanding tho 
objection. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Nebraska 
moves that the bill be now taken up and considered by the Senate, 
notwithstanding the objection. 

Mr. PLATT. Ithink, if a motion is made to take up the bill not- 
withstanding the objection, that the bill ought to be read, so that 
the Senate may know what the bill is other than by its title. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading of the bill is asked 
for the information of the Senate. The Secretary will read the 
bill and the amendment. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Finance with an amendment, to strike out all after the 
enacting clause and insert: 

Be it enacted, etc., That from and after the passage of this act the mints of 
the United States shall be n to the coinage of silver, and there shall be 
coined dollars of the weight of 412} grains troy, of standard silver, nine-tenths 
fine, as provided by the act of Jam 18. 18, and upon the same terms and 
subject to the limitations and provisions of law re; ting the coinage and 
legal-tender quality of gold; and whenever the said coins herein provided 
for shall be received into the Treasury, certificates may be issued therefor 
in the manner now provided by la’ 


W. 
SEO. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall coin into standard silver 
en 


dollars, as soon as practi e, according to the provisions of section 1 of 
this act, from the silver bullion under authority of the act of July 
14, 1890, entitled An act di ng the purchase of silyer bullion and the 
issue of Treasury notes thereon, and for other . portion of said 
Silver bullion which represents the scigniorage or profit to the Government, 
to wit, the djfference between the cost of the silver purchased under said act 
and its value, and said silver dollars so coi shall be used in the 
payment of the current expenses of the Government; and for the purpose of 
the said seignio: immediately available for use as money, the 
Secretary of the Treasu: directed to 
certificates against it, as if it was alread 


hereby authorized and issue silver 
Sxc. 3. That no national-bank note be hereaf 


coined and in the Treasury. 
ter issued of a denomina- 
10, and all notes of such banks now outstan 
ticable, taken up, 


of denom- 
enominations 


Treasury shall 

green “and also the Treasury notes issued 
ons of the act of July 14, 1890, when ted for redem 
tion, in standard silver dollars or in gold coin, using for redemption of said 
notes either gold or silver coins, or both, not at the option of the holder, but 
exclusively at the option of the Treasury Department, and said no’ 


com- 
monly ed won when so redeemed, shall be reissued as peered 
by the act of May 31, 1878. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I withdraw the objection which I made to the 
present consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Nebraska asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill on R. 
2749) to u eee increase revenue to meet the expenses of Gov- 
ernment and provide against a deficiency. Is there objection? 

Mr. VEST. I desire to make a 8 inquiry. What 
has become of the amendment to the bill which was reported by 
the Committee on Finance? Was it read? 

Several SENATORS. Yes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamendment was merely read 
for information. 

Mr. VEST. I came into the Senate while the reading was bein 

roceeded with. Then the vote would be upon the amendmen 
t, if the bill is taken up? 

Mr. PLATT. I understand the Senator from Nebraska asked 
unanimous consent to take up the bill. 

Mr. MILLS. He moved to take it up. 

Mr. PLATT. I understand he requested unanimous consent. 
The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] then asked that 
the bill might go over. Then the Senator from Nebraska moved 
to take it up notwithstanding the objection. The Senator from 
Rhode Island has now withdrawn his objection. So the question, 
I suppose, is upon the request of the Senator from Nebraska for 
unanimous consent for the consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so understands, 

Mr. PALMER. I object to taking up the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being made to the 
present consideration of the bill, the gaes recurs upon the 
motion of the Senator from Nebraska, if he shall renew it. 

Mr. ALLEN. I renew the motion. Let me say in this connec- 
tion, the motion heing before the Senate 

Mr. HARRIS (to Mr. ALLEN). Your motion is not debatable. 

Mr. GALLINGER. It is not debatable. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is not debatable if 
the point is raised. 

. ALLEN. Then I have no desire to debate it. I ask fora 
vote by yeas and nays on the question of taking up the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state the ques- 
tion to the Senate. Unanimous consent was asked by the senior 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN] to proceed to the considera- 
tion of House bill 2749, to which objection wasmade. The Senator 


from Nebraska now moves to take up the bill, notwithstanding 
the objection. The question is, Will the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the bill? On that question the yeas and nays are 
demanded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 


Mr. BLACKBURN (when his name was called). Iam paired 
with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. MCMILLAN], who I believe 
is absent. I am informed by the Senator from West Virginia 
[ Mr. FAULKNER] that the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VOORHEES] 
is not paired. will transfer my pair with the Senator from 
Michigan to the Senator from Indiana, and I vote nay.” 

Mr. McBRIDE (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the senior Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE]. I 
understand that if he were present, he would vote “nay.” I 
should vote yea“ if I were not paired. 

Mr. PASCO (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Washington [Mr. WILSON. If he were present, 
I should vote!“ nay: iii 

Mr. SHOUP (when his name was called). I have a standing 
pair with the Senator from California [Mr. WHITE], and there- 
fore withhold my vote. Iam advised that if the Senator from 
California were present he would vote ‘‘nay.” I should vote 
ss ye if he were here. 

e roll call was concluded. 

Mr. CULLOM. I desire to inquire if the Senator from Dela- 
ware [Mr. Gray] has voted? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that he 
has not voted. 

Mr. CULLOM. I havea general pair with the Senator from 
or shina Not knowing how he would vote, I withhold my 
vote. 

I should vote “ yea” if I were at liberty to do so. 

Mr. MITC Lof Oregon. I have a standing pair with the 
senior Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. ViLAs], who is absent. I 
will transfer my pair to the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Haw- 
LEY], and vote. I vote yea.“ 

PROC TOR. I am paired with the Senator from Florida 
[Mr. Gaci I therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. BURROWS. I am paired with the senior Senator from 
. CAFFERY], and therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. BERRY. I have a eral pair with the Senator from 
Colorado [Mr. TELLER]. If he were present I should vote “ nay.” 
If there is a Senator upon the other side of the Chamber who can 
inform me how the Senator from Colorado would vote, I might 
feel authorized to vote. Otherwise I would not feel at liberty to 
vote. As I have stated, I should vote ‘‘nay” if the Senator from 
Colorado were present. 

Mr. BATE (after having voted in the affirmative). I desire to 
inquire if the Senator from Utah [Mr. Brown] is recorded as 
having voted? 

1 8 OFFICER. He is not recorded, the Chair is 
ormed. 

Mr. BATE. Then I withdraw my vote, as Iam with 
that Senator. 8 

Mr. PLATT. I desire to state that on this question my col- 
league [Mr. HAwLEy] is paired with the Senator from Wisconsin 

. VILaSI. If my colleague were present, he would vote yea.” 

Mr. COCKRELL. Ihave a general pair with the senior Sen- 

ator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON], who I understand is detained at 


home by illness. 
Mr. TILLMAN. I have a pair with the Senator from Nebraska 
. THURSTON]. Has he voted on this question? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that the 
junior Senator from Nebraska has not voted. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Then I will withhold my vote. If I were at 
liberty to vote, I should vote yea.“ 

Mr. BACON (after having voted in the affirmative). Ihavea 
co pair with the junior Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. 

3 As he is not present, I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. SE LL (after having voted in the affirmative). I desire 
to ask whether the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. MITCHELL] has 


voted? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that the 
Senator from Wisconsin has not voted. 

Mr. SEWELL. Then I withdraw my vote, as I am paired with 
that Senator. 

Mr. PASCO. I understand that the Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
VOORHEES] is not paired. I will transfer my pair with the Sena- 
tor from Washington [Mr. WILSON] to the Senator from Indiana, 
and will vote. I vote “nay.” 

Mr. ALLEN. I understand that a pair has been transferred to 
the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VOORHEES]. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I undertook to transfer my pair with the 
Senator from Michigan Best McMILLAN] to the Senator from In- 
diana [Mr. VOORHEES], but the Senator from Michigan has since 
come into the Chamber, so that he and I have voted. The Sena- 
tor from Florida [Mr. Pasco] now transfers his pair with the 
Senator from Washington [Mr. WiLson] to the Senator from In- 
diana [Mr. VOORHEES]. 

8 . Very well. 
Mr. PASCO. It was with that understanding that I voted. 
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The result was announced—-yeas 35, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—35. 
Aldrich, Gallinger, Mitchell, Oreg- Pritchard, 
Allen, Gear, Morgan, Pugh, 
Butler, Gordon, Morrill, Quay, 
Cameron, Hale, Murphy, h, 
Chandler, Hansbrough, Nelson, She 
Clark, Hoar, Peffer, Smith, 
Davis, Kyle, Perkins, Stewart, 
Elkins, Pettigrew, Wolcott. 
Frye, McMillan, Platt, 

NAYS—2L 
1277700000 

urn, ‘'aulkner, est. 

Blanc: š Gibson, Ma Wal 
Cannon, Gorman, Mi 
Carter. Harris, Palmer, 
Daniel, í s 


Alliso! Chilto McBride, 
rea Mitchell, Wis. Mb eos, 
Bate, Cullom, tor, Warren, 
Berry, George, Sewell, Wetmore, 
Brice, Gray, Shoup, ite, 
Brown, Hawley, uire, Wilson. 
Burrows, Irby, Teller, 
Caffery, Jones, Nev. Thurston, 

Yy, 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee 
of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I move that the bill and amendments be com- 
mitted to the Committee on Finance, with instructions to that 
committee to report the bill back without amendment. 

Mr. VEST. ithout amendment? 

Mr. ALDRICH. To report back the House bill without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to inquire of the Senator from 
Rhode Island what has taken place since the bill was reported 
which requires its recommitment at this time? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I never have to the report. I was in 
favor of reporting the bill without amendment at the time. I 
think the Senate upon further consideration will agree with me 
rather than with the majority of the committee. 

Mr. ALLEN. I remember very distinctly, I think, that the 
Senator from Rhode Island at the last on of Congress was 

ong the most ardent advocates of the speedy taking up of the 
Pill and putting it upon its passage. Now, since that © We 
have had an election in this country, and our Republican friends 
‘have said and are saying now that the most urgent need is a 
revision of our tariff laws. I do not myself believe that. How- 
‘ever, I am perfectly ee one Senator to give them sane 
‘opportunity at this time to bring the ding bill before the 
ate and have it discussed and amended in such respect as they 

may see fit and place it upon its passage. 4 
e have almost ninety days yet in which to perfect this tariff 
measure. There is not the slightest reason of which I can con- 
‘ceive why the country should be burdened with an extraordinary 
‘session of Congress. It has gone out from the powers that be in 
the Republican party that with the incoming Administration we 
are to have an ee ah of Congress for the purpose 
‘of revising the tariff laws. is bill received the careful consid- 
‘eration of the House of oe e and passed that body. It 
received the careful consideration of the Committee on Finance 
‘and was reported back to the Senate, and the chairman of that 
‘committee on two separate occasions undertook to bring it up for 
consideration. I, among others, voted inst it, not believing 
that it was n to take up the bill. e have a Ub fl to sup- 
se that the Republican pary is in as good condition to-day, 
‘fresh from the November elections, to take up and consider this 
important matter as it will be in three or four months from now. 
ow, I do not propose as one member of this body to put an 
obstruction in the pathway of the consideration of the proposed 
tariff act. I do not commit myself to its policy nor to its provi- 
sions, nor will I commit myself to the doctrine advocated so ably 
by my distinguished friend the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. 
DRTE] ut neither he nor his party must have it said that 
‘so far as the Populist representation in this Chamber is concerned 
‘the slightest obstruction was placed in the pathway of the con- 

‘sideration of this important measure. 

Our friends on the other side of the Chamber say that the coun- 
try needs tariff legislation. For three years, yea, almost for four 
‘years, our country has been bleeding at every pore. Our indus- 
‘tries are prostrate; our people are upon the verge of bankruptcy. 
You have it your power now within the next three or four weeks 
to give the country relief if your theory of taxation be true. Why 
do you shrink from it? Is it so complicated that you can not 
formulate a bill or proper amendments within the next three or 
four weeks or within a month? If your arguments on the hus- 
tings this fall were true, why are you not prepared now to go 
forward and consider this bill and speedily put it upon its pas- 
sage and give the country relief? 


The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenator from Rhode Island 
moves to commit the bill, with its amendments, to the Committee 
on Finance with instructions to report it back to the Senate with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I move that the House bill be recommitted 
with instructions to report it back without amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the Senate ready for the 
question? ‘ 

Mr. ALDRICH and Mr. MILLS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HARRIS. Are the yeas and nays demanded upon the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Rhode Island? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HARRIS. The question, I apprehend, is divisible. The 
question to refer is one matter. To refer with the instructions 
which the Senator from Rhode Island suggests is a very different 
matter. I should like to have the question divided. 

I have no objection to the recommittal of the bill, but to recom- 
mit it with instructions that the committeeis to do nothing but 
report the bill back without amendmentisafarce. The billis 
now here with an amendment, and a single vote of the Senate can 
dispose of the amendment. But if the committee shall report it 
back without amendment, there is not a Senator on this floor who 
will not have the right to reintroduce the amendment and compel 
a vote of the Senate, so as toinvoke the judgment of the majority. 
I am opposed to sending the bill back to the committee with any 
such instructions. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Iam not able post now to put my hand upon 
the rule, but my impression is that under the rules and practice of 
the Senate a motion to recommit with instructionsis not divisible. 

Mr. HALE. It is a single motion. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It is a single motion, and is not divisible. 

Mr. HALE. The whole essence of the motion is the instruction. 
It is not a divisible question. 

Mr. HARRIS. I am not sure. There are here two distinct 
phases and questions, and where a question contains more than 
one proposition, it is and has always been, and in the nature of 
things must always be, divisible. 

Mr. I agree with the Senator from Tennessee, that 
where a motion covers two distinct propositions or branches it is 
clearly divisible. But this motionhas butonething in it, and that 
is to refer with instructions. If you treat it as two propositions 
and divide it, you have an entirely distinct thing, which was not 
within the contemplation of the mover of the motion. There is 
simply a single idea conveyed in the motion, to refer with instruc- 
tions, instructing directly the committee, and clearly to me, Mr. 
President, it is not divisible. 

Mr. HARRIS. It takes one vote to send the bill back with or 
without instructions. One single vote will likewise determine 
the question whether the single amendment reported by the com- 
mittee shall be agreed {o or xeon, It seems to me that it is a 
farce, and worse than a farce, to send it back to the committee in 
order that the committee may report it back without an amend- 
ment which the Senate can dispose of just as readily, as the amend- 
ment 8 can be disposed of just as soon às the question 
of recommittal. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair would like to ask 
the Senator from Tennessee a question. The object of dividing 
questions which are submitted is to preserve in every respect the 
rights of Senators. Now, when a Senator moves to commit with 
instructions, from the fact that under the rule all amendments 
are receivable as to the instructions, does not that of itself pre- 
serve the rights which are intended to be preserved by general 
3 in dividing a question? 

Mr. HARRIS. Of course, the question of instructions, if instrue- 
tions are to be given, is as amendable as the motion itself, and it 
would be perfectly in order, in my opinion, to move to amend in 
respect to the instructions which are to be given. But I see no 
necessity for instructions at all. Let the bill go to the committee. 
If the Senator desires that it shall go back, I have no objection to 
its „ But I am utterly opposed to sending it 
back with instructions to report ina given way. If a majority of 
the Senate is in favor of the bill being presented in the given wa 
suggested, why not a of that question here and now? 
majority can put the bill in any form it chooses, It is absurd to 
talk about sending it back with instructions to report without 
amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I will suggest that if we can get a vote upon 
the main question I am quite willing, so far as Iam concerned, 
to proceed to that. 

. CHANDLER. Iam in favor of accepting the offer of the 
Senator from Nebraska, if it is made in good faith. The Senator 
says that he will cooperate to remove the obstacle to the p: 
of the bill. The Senator said that there had been an election 
the country, and that election bound the Republican party to rev- 
enue legislation. The Senator was right about it. Thatelection. 
also, the Senator will notice, was a decision of the country that it 
would not have the free coinage of silver by the United States 


alone. The amendment which provides for such free coinage is 
the only obstruction to the passage of the bill. Now the Senator 
offers to remove that obstruction. If he means by that that he 
will give us his vote and the vote of Senators upon the other side 
of the Chamber to throw that amendment as proposed by the 
committee off of the bill, or if there can be unanimous consent 
from other Senators who agree with the Senator from Nebraska 


that that amendment shall be dro , then certainly this side of 
the Chamber is ready to pro i p day by day and 
hour by hour, until the bill is disposed of. I ask the Senator 


whether when he said he would help to remove the obstruction to 
the passage of the bill he meant that he was willing that the free- 
coinage amendment, against which the people voted, should be 
removed by his consent? 

Mr. The Senator from New Hampshire does not quote 
my languagecorrectly. I did not say that I would help to remove 
any obstruction to the passage of the bill. Isaid that so far as I 
‘was concerned no obstruction should be placed in its pathway. 

I do not regard the question of free silver as having been settled. 
I think thei imation of my friend from New Hampshire is alto- 
1 It is a very important question in this country. 

t east 


00 ͤ KK 
You can not bring prosperi e country 
of money remain stationary and incresaing the hurda of tazation 
articles that the people consume. I am so firmly convinced 
of that fact that I want to see our Republican friends get in the 
saddle as soon as possible. ; $ 
I say that I do not believe you want to revise the tariff. I do 
not by that intend to impugn your motives in the slightest 
degree. y 
. CHANDLER. Then why does not the Senator coo te 
to get free silver, which is not a tariff measure, off the bill, and 


me to bow my h 0 1 yoke 
eee GE p eee Iwill not do that. I say that 
no obstruction in t 


Mr. 
z Me ALLEN I to i 
= LI say to you again—— 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Ne- 
braska yield to the Senator from Rhode Island? 
Mr. ALLEN. Certain! 


Mr. ALDRICH, Will Nee Senator from Nebraska and his 
friends, or he himself, consent to havea vote taken upon the pend- 
ing bill to-day, or at any time to be fixed, or upon the amendment 
at any time to be fixed? 5 

Mr. ALLEN. I suppose the bill ought to be discussed for a rea- 
sonable length of time. 8 

Mr. ALDRICH. I should like to ask the Senator a question. 
He is here this morning as an advocate, I understand, of imme- 
diate tariff legislation. Will he consent—that is the practical 
question—to taking a vote upon the pending bill and its amend- 
ment now or at any other time? 

Mr. ALLEN. So far as I am concerned—and I can only speak 
for myself—I am prepared to vote n this bill or upon any other 
tariff measure you can submit within two weeks after you have 
presented it here in print. 

Mr. ALDRICH. e bill is before the Senate, and it has been 
before it for many months. I ask the Senator if he will consent to 
take a vote it now, without any further discussion? 

Mr. ALLEN. At this precise moment? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes; or at a time now to be fixed by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. ALLEN. Oh, Mr. President, it is idle to ask a question of 
that kind. The Senator from Rhode Island knows quite well that 
his party does not intend to support this bill withont amendment. 
I understand the Republican caucus in this Chamber has aban- 
doned the bill. 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is not true. 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. GAL- 
LINGER] says that is not true. Tread it, however, in a Republican 
newrspa ublished in this city. A 
Mr. RIH. We would 13 vin within a short 

= e wo wi a 
those gentlemen 


time 
if the Senator from Nebraska and gen with 
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nm wona allow us to do so. Now, thereis an evidence of good 
aith. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will you say to the country that it is a tariff bill 
which you pass at this session of Congress that you are willing to 
pe nomna by during the next four years of the incoming Adminis- 

tion? 

Mr. GALLINGER and others. No, no. 

Mr. ALLEN. No; that will not be done. Mr. President, that 
question provokes almost universal laughter from the other side 
of the Chamber. You said to the country when you were arguing 
the t political questions before it this fall that you would at 
the moment take up the tariff question and settle it perma- 
nently, and now you laugh at the statement when your attention 
is called to it. What is there about the tariff question that would 
require Congress to spend six or seven months in extraordinary 
session to consider it? However it may be regarded by some, it is 
certainly not in the hands of our Republican friends a difficult 
pona to solve in the light of their knowledge of this question. 

y not introduce the McKinley bill, the panacea for all national 
evils, and send it to the committee, and have it revised and pre- 
sented here within the next ten days, and let it be debated and put 
upon its passage within the next sixty days? Do you want to bur- 

again with an i session of Congress? 

Do you want to sit here for ninety days pr: y idle and let the 

ae arog when you ravo in 5 that time 
put u 1 an intelligent an iff act? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Ne- 
braska yield to the Senator from Rhode Island? 

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from Nebraska is making a decla- 
— el ayy for himself, I suppose, and his friends. 


£ 8 
Mr. ALDRICH. I be glad to ask him a question, which 
1 under other circumstances might be deemed i 
should like to ask him whether he will vote for the bill as it 
came from the House of Representatives, or for the McKinley 
or for any bill that receives the approval of the Republicans 
the Senate now or at any other time? 
Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I would nok ne guiliy of making 
promise as that I would agree to vote for any other 


a 
that might be ted. 
Tae ALDRICH. This bill, then? Iwill confine my question to 
pen 

Mr. ALLEN. No; E will not vote for this bill in its present 
shape. You can, however, putitin a shape in which I will yote 
for it. You can, in my judgment, put it in such a shape as that 
other Senators will vote for it who are not members of your party. 
There is barely a difference of 10 per cent between the tariff act 
now in existence and the McKinley Act. Do you say that you can 
not revise your tariff schedules and put the act upon its passage 
during this Congress, and get this momentous question out of the 
road so that other important 3 which may come before the 
next Congress may be properly considered? 

Mr. HALE. Let me ask the Senator a question? 

Mr. ALLEN. i 


. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. Does not the Senator see that it is altogether dif- 
ferent when you ask the Republican party in the Senate, ina 
minority as it clearly is, to take up and consider and perfect a gen- 
eral tariff bill while the conditions are e ted to be entirely 
changed in the next Congress? The Republi party expects to 


ow, all that is asked is the passage of the House bill—the Ding- 
ley bill, so called—as it came to this J, which is a revenue meas- 
ure, a temporary measure in itself, so d „a measure that 
was intended toendow a Democratic Administration with enough 
revenue to keep up and pay the housekeeping bills of the Govern- 
ment. If the Senator is in favor of that measure, or if his friends 
are in favor of it, we can come to a vote at once without further 
discussion. The Senator from Rhode Island can withdraw his 
motion. We can have a yea-and-nay vote on the substitute of the 
committee, which is the free coinage of silver. If that is voted 
in, the bill goes into conference with the House. Something or 
nothing comes out of it, but the subject is ended. If thatis voted 
down, we are brought face to face with the House proposition, 
the Dingley bill, the temporary revenue bill to furnish the Goy- 
ernment with funds, and we can takea vote upon that at once. And 
why is not the Senator ready to agree that without further dis- 
cussion we shall do that? Does not the Senator see that the Re- 
. this Congress and in this body as it will 

or hopes to be, in the next Congress able to consider and report 
a gen revision of the tariff? 


1896. 


Mr. ALLEN. I think the Republican party is in 


u better shape 
in this Chamber in the present Congress than it will be in the next, 


That is my ju ent. 8 
Mr. HARRIS. The Senator from Nebraska yields to me in 
order that I may move to amend the motion of the Senator from 
Rhode Island. I move to strike out that part of his motion that 
provides for instruction, and let the motion stand as a motion to 


recommit. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion of the Senator 
from Tennessee will be regarded as pending, 

Mr. ALLEN. 
the Senator from Maine, so that my position—and I speak for 
myself alone—may be distinctly understood. 

. ALDRICH. Laccept the amendment of the Senator from 
Tennessee. I withdraw that part of my motion. k 

Mr. ALLEN. The proposition of the Senator from Maine, if he 
will permit me to characterize it as such, is meré backing and 
filling. There is no substance to it whatever. 

Mr. HALE. Why not? 4 

Mr. ALLEN. I Want you to bring before this Congress a per- 
manent revenue measure. 

Mr. HALE. To begin with 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I rise to a question of order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem 
setts Will state his question of order. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from Nebraska will pardon me, he 
will see my purpose. I merely desire that the motion pending be 
stated from the chair. The Senator from Nebraska yielded to the 
Senator from Tennessee to move an amendment e motion. 

Mr. ALLEN. I understood that it was stated. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator from Rhode Island accepted that 
amendment, as was his right. z 

Mr. HARRIS. Then let the pending question be stated. 

Mr. HOAR. Now, I desire that the motion pending be stated 


from the chair, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion pending is that 
the bill with its amendment be committed to the Committee on 

ance, 

Mr. ALLEN. What I want the Republican party to do is to 
present a permanent measure here, 

Mr. E. Now, let me ask the Senator 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Ne- 
braska yield to the Senator from Maine? 

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. How can the Republican party in the Senate do 
that when it has not, to begin with, the control or the majority of 
the Committee on Finance? The 3 party can not get at 
this session a general revision of the tariff through its committees, 
We expect that this condition will be changed in the next Con- 

ess. Perhaps it will not be changed; it will be very close, un- 

oubtedly; but I expect, and other Republicans expect, that in the 
next Congress, and early, too, the Republican party will have the 
power through the committees in this body to report a general 
tariff bill. But it can not do it now. It has tried it and has found 
that the conditions here are such that it is utterly impossible. 
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Mr. President, just one word more in reply to 


PROPOSED RESTRICTION OF IMMIGRATION. 
The Sehate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration laws of 
the United States, which had been reported from the Committee 


on tion with an amendment. 
Mr. . It has been some time since we have heard the bill. 
I should like to have it read now. 


Mr. LODGE. Let it be read with the amendment proposed by 
the committee. . 

The PRESIDENT ta tempore. The bill will be read. 

Mr. GORMAN. is is an important bill, and with a view of 
giving some of us an oppona to look at it and taking it up 
to-morrow at 2 o’clock, I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. HARRIS. Task the Senator from Maryland to withdraw 
the motion, in order that I may move an executive session, so that 
nominations may be referred. 

Mr. LODGE. Owing to confusion in the Chamber, I did not 
hear the statement of the Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. GORMAN. It was only to let the bill go over until to-mor- 
row at 2 o'clock. 

Mr. LODGE. Wasa motion made to adjourn? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. A motion for an executive 
session has been made by the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. 


re. The Senator from Massachu- HARRIS] 


Is]. 
Mr. LODGE. On that I ask for Sae a and nays. 
e Senator from Tennessee 


Mr. HANSBROUGH (when his name was called). Iam paired 
with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. PALMER] and withhold my vote. 

Mr. McBRIDE (when hisname was called). I again announce 
my general pair with the senior Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
GEORGE]. he were present, I should vote “nay.” 

Mr. PASCO (when his name was called), I announce the same 
transfer of uy par as before, and vote wad 

Mr. SEW (when his name was called). Idesiretoannounce 
my pair with the junior Senator from Wisconsin pir 9 

Mr. TILLMAN e (Mn e am paired wi 
the Senator from Nebraska, [Mr. THURSTON], and in his absence 
withhold my vote. : 


The roll call was concluded. 

Mr. BATE. I am paired with the Senator from Utah 7 
Brown]. I will transfer my pair to the Senator from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. IRI], and vote yea.“ 

Mr. BACON (after having voted in the affirmative). I am 
paired with the junior Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. WETMORE]. 
As he is por preni I withdraw my vote. 


Mr. BURROWS. I am paired with the senior Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Carrery]. 
-C L. Iam paired with the senior Senator from 


Mr 
Iowa [Mr. ALLISON], who is necessarily absent. I do not know 
how he would vote if present. 

The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 80, as follows: 


When the Senator asks the sek! Pre party to do that he asks YEAS_97. 
for what is evidently, an impossibility. But we are ready to vote, | anon, Dubois, Kyle, R 
and to vote at once, upon the proposition that is before the Senate | Bate, Faulkner, Martin, Smith, 
the proposition of free coinage. That is the first question pre- | Berry, poes — — Stewart, 
sented before the Senate. If that is voted down, we can vote upon a burn, Garman. Marty Vos ie, 
the House pro ition—the Dingley bill. That is all we can do, sir. | Call. Pasco, * W. 
Mr. AL EN. Seo how absurd is the position of the Senator | Daniel, Jones, Ark. Pugh, 
from Maine! The Senator has just said that the opposition has NAYS—20. 
control of the Finance Committee, that the . can | Aldrich, Davis, McMillan, Pla 
not report from that committee a tariff measure. „then, is | Baker, 3 3 8 
the Senator from Rhode Island moving to refer the bill back to | Cameron, Gelitiger: meth oe 2585 
the Finance Committee? Cannon, Gear, Nelson, e 
Mr. HALE. He moved its committal with instructions. Gorter M ae Peffer, Wolcott, 
Mr. ALLEN. The Dingley bill is before the Senate now. That | Clark, ` 0 Pettigrew, 
is quite an one peran in itself. 550 e vou not use ber NOT VOTING—2z. 
as a foundation to introduce a permanent tariff measure in the | anison Cull Lindsay, Thurston 
form of an amendment, and N it here, and put it upon its | Bacon, — McBride, i 
passage? 5 5 
The PRESIDEN ae tempore. The hour of 2 o'clock having | Burrows, - Hans 5 apaia 
arrived, the Chair lay before the Senate the unfinished busi- Caftery, Hawiy, 8 9 
ness, which will be sta Cockrell Jones, Nev. Taller, Wilson. 


The SECRETARY. A bill (H. R. 7868) to amend the immigration 
laws of the United States. 

The PRESIDENT protempore, The billis before the Senateas 
in Committee of the ole. 

Mr. ALLEN. I desire to have the pending bill passed over as 
the unfinished business. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. There is no such thing in the 
morning hour as i usiness, 

Mr. ALLEN. I desire the RECORD to show that I requested to 
have it passed over as the unfinish: i 


ed business, 


So the Senate refused to proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 

ThePRESIDENT protempore. TheSecretary willread the bill. 

The bill was read. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on Immigration 
was, in line 7, after the word following,“ to strike out: 


rsons between 16 and 60 years of age who can not both readand 
lish or some other language. But no parent of a per- 


now liyin or hereafter admitted to, this country shall be excl 
e of luis inability to reed and write. 
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SEC. 2. That the p provin of the act of March 3, 1893, to facilitate the en- 


forcement of the immi; 8 and contract- labor laws, shall exe to the per- 
ae so section 1 of dental for ar 


Y such rul 


shall be 5 an ership, com 
y persons parin P, 


ny, or 
trade or manual labor in 


or hands, such as conductors, e EAN 
n,. —.— whose duties require them to pass over the frontier 
to reach the te i of their runs. 
SEC. 5. That it shall be unlawfal for any alien to enter the United Sta 


except subjects of the Dominion of Canada and aos American — — 
— t at the places where the United States maintain 


SEC. 6, h et any e the provisions of this act shall be 3 


Ease e g 
‘or the Òf not ex one or su an 
Wall pe convicted under section 3 o! 


| in the discretion of the cour 
this act shall be deported 40 to tho country from whence they came. 


nai in lieu thereof to insert: 


over l: fy or poms other language ex and write the language 
of the native coun excep pt that ari aged person 
not so able to read an: S n „ 


grant may 8 or be pout tps immigrant. 
Second. For th e x the purpose oi testing the immigrant to read and 
Fare with copios of mane ieee os printed on 
unifo; rm each eet oF said 


numbered 8 ve 
7 printed in the various ol the immigrants 
ica type. These slips shall be kept in es made for tha 


e. 0 b to write out the CB ated d ah § 
FFF opany which bro ht 
o eat the e: goi W 
ow pan law. The on g x 
evince a sap EE pete loin ele 
soda t shall koopa ci oea memoi he num mber 
b cds eln u eh kad eaid immigrant tall tead oF copy dab wri 
So as to make the bill read: 


3 it enacted, etc., That lof the 1 = e go 
ie to the cla „ bar acts, be, and and 85 
eee . wg of aliens N exch admission e U; 
5 the f All persons over 14 youd Of age who Chino 
the following of their etre country or some other language, exce me 
person not so able toread and write who is the parent or grand- 
admissible Leer ania es Seen for by such 


the eS — —— 


that an 
Soap 


8 For the 2 
and ede de as iby th tore 
bo furnished 3 of the 


9 o Conceal th 


slip shall 
p contents of the box oat 9 shaken up 
another fi 


dra’ is made. 
slip thus drawn eae, ane tee e shall be return: 
‘country from w. 
‘company which bro 


gers shal 
board sli, the case of . cnt Deh ac bee 
— f pa of the number of the slip which AN said —— 
7 — or copy out in Sgier 
EC. 2. Rat this take effect three months after its passage. 


Mr. LODGE. I desire to say, Mr. President, that the confusion 
in the Chamber was so great when the Senator from land 


oe Gomat] made his request that I did not h what he said. 
only heard the motion ie seventy zoneger by the rel meat ge to go 
into executive session. pen to be in e of this bill, whieh 


has been now for a long time se the head of the Calendar, and 
am very anxious to ag a vote upon it with the least possible d de- 
lay. I therefore felt it my duty to resist those motions. somal 
since understood that the Senator from Maryland made a 

uest that the bill should go over for a day, as he desi look 
atit; and of course to such a personal request I should aie 
of making objection. I therefore will yield very gladly for a 
motion to go into executive session. 

RIS. I renew the motion that the Senate proceed to 

the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to 
consideration of executive business. After ten minutes spe 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 20 HERE 1 
30 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thurs- 
day, December 10, 1896, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


WEDNESDAY, December 9, 1896. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer,by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. CoupEn. 


The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 


JOHN RYAN, 
Mr. BRUMM. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer the resolution 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
geplet That the F. of the ae of Representatives and he is 
here thorized and directed to pay, out of 1 5 und of the 
House o Representatives, to the wi ow of John R — ——5 deceased, late a mes- 
r on the 5 of the House of Re: ves, who shape A t 
10.1596 4 his salary for six months and the e his iast 


illness Bed —.— said expenses not to exceed the sum of 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman desire the resolution re- 


ent, | ferred to the Committee on Accounts? 


Mr. BRUMM. I beg pardon, Mr. Ryan was on the soldiers’ 
roll and died during the recess. This is the usual resolution. I 
desire to have it considered at the o prons time and passed. 

Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I was present, but 
did ae hear the resolution, I would be very glad to have it again 


rat SPEAKER. The Clerk will again report the resolution. 


The resolution was reported. 

Mr, ALDRICH of ois. a Mr Speaker, I think that resolu- 

on had better take usual course. There are similar reso- 

utions constantly coming before the committee. 

Mr, BRUMM. The usual course is to pass the resolution by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr, WILLIAMA.S TONE. S what 
is called the soldiers“ or 

Mr. BRUMM. Les 

Mr, ALDRICH of Tiinois. I do not think it has been the usual 
course, certainly not in my time, to have these resolutions passed 
without reference to the Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. BRUMM. All right, then, if you object. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be eee to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts. 


MRS, MARY GOULD CARR, 


Mr. POOLE, Mr. Speaker, I present a conference report, for 
immediate consideration. 
The report of the committee of conference was read, as follows: 
The committee of conference on the votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill H. ting a pension 
Mrs. Gould Carr, widow of the late Gen. Joseph B. 
me after full and to recommend 
and do recomm: to apoi 
That the S its disagreement — of the Sen- 
ats, and agree same. 
TES DORE L. POOLE, 


GEORGE B. MOCLELLAN, 
Managers on the part of the House, 

J. H. GALLINGER. 

FRANK 


Managers on the part of the Senate. 
Let us have the bill read, so as to see what 
Mr. DOCKERY, 


I would rather have the statement of the 
conferees. 


The SPEAKER. Without objection, the bill can be read. 
The statement of the House conferees was read, as follows: 


Statement of House conferees to accom: conference report on House 
bill No. 4354, sian 


ò House conferees recede from the ment to the Senate amend- 
t an netee to the The effect of théamendment is to grant a pen- 


sion of 
3 5 L. POOLE, 
Sao: K. B. MCOLELLAN, 


Mr, MCMILLIN, 
change is involved. 


The bill was read, as follows; 
Carr, widow of thi 
Ate Grig cod See Mink G. death E. Garr, United Satze Voluntocrm 


t to., t the Secretary of terior be, and he is he: 8 
g e oy reik erpi acer on the ea ro th . Mrs. 8 
Gould widow of the late Brig. 3) ade 0 8. oseph B. 
United Seakes Volunteers, deceased, at thé ra $50 per month. 
Mr, HOPKINS. Mr. Speaker, how does that come before the 
House at this time? 
he SPEAKER. It comes before the House on a report of a 
conference committes. 
1 HOPKINS. And do the conferees report the substitution 
0 ee for $50? 


POOLE. The conferees agreed to the Senate amendment, 
which makes it $75 a month. 


* month, 


1896. 


Mr. HOPKINS. Well, Mr. Speaker, that is a matter that I think 
ought to be discussed. In the House I was in the Committee of 
the Whole when that matter was up, and after a full and fair dis- 
cussion it was the sense of the House that 850 a month was suffi- 


cient. ~ 
The SPEAKER. This is a conference report now before the 
House, and the gentleman from New York has the floor. 
— 5 McMILL Iwish to ask the gentleman a question, with 
is ission. 
e SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from New York yield to 
the gentleman from Tennessee? 
Mr. POOLE, I do. 
Mr. McMILLIN. Was the soldier in the service of the Govern- 
ment at the time of his death? 
4 755 POOLE. He was not in the service at the time of his 
eath. 
Mr. MCMILLIN. How long had he been out of the service? 
Mr. POOLE. He had been out of the service about twenty 


ears. 

Mr. MoMILLIN. Did he die of injuries received in the service? 

Mr. POOLE. It is very doubtful as to whether the cause of his 
death was the result of service in the Army. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Was he a pensioner at the time of his death? 

Mr. POOLE. He was. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. At what rate? 

Mr. POOLE. Thirty dollars a month. 

Mr. McMILLIN. en it is proposed to give more than twice 
as much to his widow as he drew. 

Mr. POOLE. That is the fact. 

Mr.McMILLIN. The House bill proposed $50, the Senate amend- 
ment increases it to $75, and the House, pursuing the course that it 
always does in these scat bg from the struggle. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Let us have the reason. 

Mr. POOLE. This bill originally 
unanimously at $75 a month, but it the House at $50 a 
In the Senate it was amended and the amount was made 
$75 a month. The case of Mrs. Carr is a very peculiar one. Gen- 
eral Carr was one of the best soldiers in the Army. He served 
with great gallantry from the commencement of the war to the 
close. His wife was with him in all the campaigns. She acted as 
volunteer nurse in the hospital of the Second s. General Carr 
commanded not only a brigade, but at times a division. He was 
a good soldier and did as good service as any man from New York 
or from any other State. o was wounded in several engagements 

nd was entitled to a pension, but for years did not ask for it. 

ater, when he had become old and broken down in health, he did 
apply for a pension, and he then received the highest amount that 
could be granted him by the office under the law, which was $30 a 


month. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Did this officer leave the military service to 
go into the civil service? 

Mr. POOLE. He was not in the Regular Army. He was a vyol- 
unteer soldier and was mustered out of the service at the close of 
the war, and continued in civil life until his death. He was at 
one time secretary of state of the State of New York. His wife 
is now old and broken down, and she has a permanently helpless 
daughter to support, with noincome except what she receives by 
way of pension. 

I move the previous question. 

ape pee gono was ordered, eco 

e question bein en on agreeing e conference report, 
the Speaker declared that the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. CROWTHER. I ask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 91, noes 43. 

Mr. CLARK of Missouri, I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 148, nays 89, not 
voting 117; as follows: 


the House committee 


YEAS—148. 
heson, Cook, Wis. Griswold, Kerr, 
F Wik) O + Kirkpatrick, 
ch, T, TOW, 

‘Arnold, Pa. Corliss’ Halte Knox, 
Arnold, R. I. Cousins. Hardy, payin, 
Avery, Curtis, Kans. Harmer, Lefever, 
Babcock, Curtis, N. Y. Heatwole, Leisenring, 
Barham, i, Henderson, mard, 
Barney, Daniels, Henry, Conn. Lorimer, 
Bartholdt, Dayton, Hepburn, Loudenslager, 
egies Doei Hi Mesa, Mass, 

nne ovener, o0: 
Black, N. Y. T, Hitt, McClellan 
Bowers, Hooker, McCormick, 
Brewster, Fenton, Howard, Mercer, 
Bromwell, Fischer, Howe Meredith, 
Brosius, Fitzge 5 Howell, Miller, Kans. 
Brumm, Fletcher, Huling, Miller, W. Va. 
Bull, Foote, unter, Milliken. 

urrell, Foss Jenkins, Minor, Wis. 
Burton, Ohio Gardner, Johnson, Cal. Mitchell, 

—— Gilet, N. Y. . Mooy 
* et, 0 m, N. ozley, 

Clark, Iowa oy, Murpey, 
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Noo 
ft. 
Odell, Reeves, Sout! ý Tawney, 
Otjen, Reyburn, aper a Tayler, 
Parker, Rinaker, Stahle, Thomas, 
Payne, Robinson, Pa. Steele, Towne, 
Pearson, Russell, Conn. Stephenson, Van Horn, 
Perkins, Sauerhering, Stewart, N. J. Van Voorhis, 
nton, Stone, C. W. Walker, Mass. 
Pickler, Settle, Stone, W. A. Wellington. 
Poole, Shannon, Strode, Nebr. Wilson, N.Y. 
Powers, Sherman, Strong, Woomer, 
h, Simpkins, Sulloway, Wright. 
NAYS—89. 
Abbott, Crowley, Linney, Shafroth, 
dams, Crowther, Little, Shaw, 
Aldrich, W. F. Culberson, Livings Shufo: 
‘Allen, Utah De Armond, Loud, Skinner, 
ley, nny, Maddox, Stokes, 
Baker, N. H. Dockery, McCulloch, Strait, 
nkhead an, Me on, Strowd, N. C. 
Bartlett, Ga. E McEwan, Talbert, 
Bell, Colo, Gillett, Mass. McLaurin, Tate, 
Bell, Tex Hager, McMillin, Terry, 
Berry, Hall, McRae, Tracewell, 
Bishop, es, Tracey, 
Black, 1 Milnes, Treloar, 
Blue, Henry, Money, Turner, Ga. 
Broderick, Ho orse, Turner, Va. 
Burts M Hohe Heer, Miles 
m, Mo. u y: 
dy. Hull, Overstreet, Wilson, S. 0. 
8 Mo. Hutcheson, wens, Wood, 
bb, Kyle, Pendleton, Woodard. 
Codding, Lawson, ey, 
Cooper, Leighty, Richardson, 
Cox, r, Sayers, 
NOT VOTING—117. 
Aitken, Doolittle, Latimer, Smith, Mich. 
Allen, Miss. Eddy, Lewis, So 
Anderson, Elle Linton, Southwick, 
5 Faire ulld. —— Sparkmai 
ey. parkman, 
Atwood. Fowler, Mahany, Spencer, 
Baker, Kans. amble, Mahon, 
Baker, Md. Marsh, Stewart, Wis. 
tt, Graff, Martin, wanson, 
Bartlett, N. Y. Grosvenor, McCall, Tenn Thorp, 
$ Hadley, McCleary, Minn. Tucker, 
‘ham, Hainer, Nebr. McClure, ex 
Boutelle, Hanly, McCreary, Ky. adsworth, 
own, Mel. g Walker, Va. 
Cannon, Meiklejohn, Wanger, 
Catchin, Hartman, Meyer, Warner, 
Clarke. tch, er, N. Wash 
Cockrell, Heiner, Pa. Mondell, Watson, Ind. 
Coffin, Hendrick, M Watson, Ohio 
Colson, Hermann, Murray, ler, 
Connolly, Hicks, Newlands, White, 
Cooper, Huff, Ogden, Wilber, 
Cowen, Hurley, Pat Willis, 
Crump, Hyde, Pitney, Wilson, Idaho 
foes T ones, Price, 7 Ohio 
s, Iowa em. ©, oodman, 
Danford, Kendall, Ro La. Yoakum. 
Dingley, Kleberg, Royse, 
Dinsmore, ulp, Rusk, 
Dolliver, y Russell, Ga. 
The following pairs were announced: 
Until further notice: 


Mr. DANFORTH with Mr. COWEN. 
Mr. HAINER of Nebraska with Mr. KLEBERG. 
Mr. Royse with Mr. ROBERTSON of Louisiana. 
Mr. WILBER with Mr. STALLINGS. 
Mr. GAMBLE with Mr. PRICE, 
For this day: 
Mr. ANDREWS with Mr. DINSMORE, 
Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. MINER of New York, 
Mr. BAKER of Maryland with Mr. OGDEN. 
Mr. Kup with Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia. 
Mr. McCauu of Massachusetts with Mr. MOSES, 
Mr. BIN daha with Mr. COOPER of Florida. 
Mr. HURLEY with Mr. HENDRICK. 
Mr. Suirx of Michi with Mr. Sora. h 
Mr. WADSWORTH with Mr. SPARKMAN. 
Mr. HERMANN with Mr. MOCREARY of Kentucky, 
Mr. McCiure with Mr. Yoakum. 

WIDOW OF GEN. JOHN HOUGH. 
Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I present a conference report, 
The conference report was read, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 8000 To increase the pen- 
sion of Caroline A. Hough, widow of Brig. Gen. John Hough,” having me 
after full and free conference have a to recommend and do recommen 


to their respective Houses as follows: 
ouse recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the 


That the 
Senate, and agree to the same. 
BENSON WOOD. 
©. A. SULLOWAY, 
WM. BAKER 


Conferees on the part of the House. 
J. H. GALLINGER; 
WM. VILAS, 


FRANK J. GANNON, 
Conferees on the part of the Senate. 
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The statement of the managers on the part of the House was 
read, as follows: 


The rs ou the part of the House of the conference on the 
in, woken of the two Homies on a certain amendment of the Senate Perr gti 
H. R. 2604) to increase the . of Caroline A. H h, widow of Brig. Gen, 
ohn Hough, submit the following written statement in explanation of the 
5 conference report, namely: 
On the amendment of the Senate the pension 3 to the claimant is 
increased from $30 per month, as the bill ouse, to $50 per month. 
The managers on the part of the House t the House 
recede from its ment, and concur in the Senate amendment for the 
reason that the 33 is in feeble health, is 60 years of age, and without 
means except . o soper month, which is entirely unsufficient for 
er 


her map rt. husband & record of most honorable service, and the 
rate oi per month has been almost uniformly adopted by the Congress in 
- cases 


the widows of officers of like rank and honorable service, 
BENSON WOOD 
G. A. SULLOWAY, 
WM. BAKER, 
Managers on the part of the House, 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move that the conference report 
be agreed to. ; 

Mr. LOUD. Will the gentleman permit a question or two be- 
fore the report is voted upon? j 

Mr. WOOD. 5 

Mr. LOUD. I Would like to ask the gentleman to state, if he 
can, of his own knowledge, Whether the House has been able to 
secure any recession by the Senate from the position they have 
taken in any of these pension cases. 

Mr. WOOD. I will state to the gentleman from California that 
this is the only conference committee upon which I have served, 
but the RECORD will answer his question. I can not answer it. 

Mr. LOUD. Now, Mr. Speaker, there is another point that I 
would like to bring to the gentleman’s attention. In the state- 
ment which has been submitted the House conferees have assumed 
to reyiew the position taken by the House and to give reasons of 
their own fan they have recommended agreeing to the Senate 
amendment. It is hardly proper, in my opinion, for a conference 
committee to review the merits of the case and present opinions of 
their own as reasons why the House should accede to the demands 
of the Senate. I think that the same course has been pursued in this 
case that has been pursued in every case that has so far been pre- 
sented tothe House. The House, for instance, passes a bill grant- 
ing a pension of $30a month, the Senateincreases the amount to $50 
or $75 a month, and, with all duerespect to our conference commit- 
tees in these cases, it seems to me that they have exercised great dili- 
genceinendeavoring to give way tothe will of the Senate. ugh- 
3 I think, Mr. Speaker, that in future our conferees ought to 
try tomaintain the 4 d of the House. If wearerightin passing 
a bill giving a pension of $30 a month, then when the Senate dis- 
agrees and a conference is ordered our conference committees 
should at least make an attempt to maintain the dignity of this 
ee and I trust they will do so. I hope also that hereafter no 
conference committee appoifgted by the House will undertake to 
present views of their own as a reason why the House should 
change its Ieee as to any particular case. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I understand that the remarks of 
the gentleman from California are addressed rather to the future 
action of this House than to its action on the present case. All 
there is about this bill is that it makes provision for the widow of 
a soldier who was wounded in the service. The record of his 
service shows a participation in some twenty-odd battles. * When 


his service ended he was chief of staff of an army corps. He | Po 


enlisted 3 asa private soldier, and was wounded as a 
ivate soldier. He was pensioned for wounds received in battle. 
m those wounds he died, His widow received the pension of 
his rank, which was $17 per month. That pension is insufficient 
for her tolive upon. Quite an effort was made in the committee 


to increase this pension to $50; but the bill was finally reported at és Th 


$30, and in that form passed the House without any opposition. 
I do not know that it would be proper to state what occurred in 
the conference committee; but it ought to be assumed that the 
managers on the part of the House made at least an honest effort 
to compromise the differences between the two Houses. y 
have reported the bill in its present form, and in view of what 
has happened this morning, as well as heretofore, I think the 
ca tak ought to be concu in. 
. Mol . Will the gentleman permit a question? 

Mr. WOOD. Certainly. 

Mr. MMILLIN: The gentleman says there was an effort to 
put this bill through at when it was ing in commi 
or in the House; that that effort failed; that the committee an 
the House concurred in cutting down the amount of the pension 
to $30; that when the bill went to the Senate the amount was 
raised, as the record shows, to $50. Now, what I would like to 
kao kod, this: eee fact C what 5 somo af affairs 
was oped in conference w can e Ho 
'as a reason why the action of the House Mould be revé and 


4 


that of the te concurred in? - 
Bie WOOD. Not e anything new 


Mr. WOOD. I think sometimes it may be entirely 
conference committee to recommend receding without 


opment of any new facts. 
Mr. MoMILLIN, Without any new facts? 

Mr. WOOD. I think so. - 

Mr. McMILLIN. Then it pes that in this case the commit- 
tee of conference comes back and asks the House to recede without 
any new facts. If thatis the case the House ought to know it, and 
I PHE Bed a to elicit that state of the case. 

Mr. WOOD. The House never passed this bill at $50 per month. 
The bill was not cut down by the House from $50 to $30. 

Mr. MoMILLIN. I did not so state. I said the tleman had 
stated that there was an effort fn comimitece to pet the tall through 
at $50, and that the committee refused to agree to the bill in that 
form; that then the House concurred in the action of the commit- 
tee. But I thought that if any facts had been developed by the 
committee of conference sho that the House had erred in its 
action those facts ought to be before the House. Otherwise it is 
3 the House ought not to be asked to change its former 
action. 

Mr. WOOD. I presume, then, on the theory of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, both Houses should adhere to their action; and 
the result would be that a conference committee would be entirely 
useless. Mee of Vote!“ Vote!“ ! 

The SP . The question is on agreeing to the report of 
Soa of conference, 

e report was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WOOD, a motion to reconsider the last vote 

was laid on the table. 


PRINTING OF DIGEST AND MANUAL. 


Mr. PERKINS submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted: 

Resol That 
0 


second 
the -fourth Congress, the same to be bound and distributed under direc- + 
fata the Speaker and Clerk of the House. 3 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


The SPEAKER, There being no unfinished business, the call 
of committees will be resumed, At the conclusion of this order 
of business yesterday the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. LACEY], rep- 
resenting the Committee on the Public Lands, had the floor. 


GRANTING OF LANDS TO UNIVERSITY OF UTAH. 


Mr, LACEY. I call up the bill (S. 2047) extending the time 
iny 12525 the University of Utah shall occupy lands heretofore 
gran it. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Sag the lant granted to tt by ast of July P IDE E haveby extended trove 
occu; 
five 5 ten seers thereafter: and the said actis So amendo that — 
of five years it shall read ten years. 

Mr. LACEY. The report, which is very brief, will explain the 
pepe ot MR a Lask that it be read. 

e report (by Mr. ALLEN of Utah) was read, as follows: 


fora 
devel- 


The Committee on the Public Lan 
entitled An act to extend the time 


an 
This isn bill enacting that the tone of Utah 
shall occupy certain T spt beh ber arb ahai be 


extended 0 x 
tah comprano lands thereby 
.. t the universit 
not been able to meet the condition of the grant, and probably 
these lands within the said fi 
e occu: 


resent the university is occupying b therefor 
the State within the city of Salt 5 The ression in business affai 
sell the present site an: 


which commonly prevails, made it impossible 
buildin, With The new enays imposed by admission to the Union, the 
State of Utah finds itself unable to proceed at once to build upon the lands 
ihe Stato of Utah for university purposes by the — for sald State 

e 
are not yet available and under the conditions which exist can not be for some 
time ye 

Mr. LACEY. I call for a vote. g 3 

The question being taken, the bill was ordered to a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 

n motion of Mr. LACEY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 

was laid on the table. 


INDIAN TRAINING SCHOOL AT FORT BIDWELL. 
Mr, LACEY. I now call FR the pari resolution (H. Res. 152 
to authorize the spine f of the Interior to use Fort Bidwell f. 
an Indian g schoo: 


The joint resolution was read, as follows: 
the Senate and House of Representat etc., That Fort Bid- 


an aban on, in Modoc ty, Cal, together 
55 ise em, and 


ent 
of the Interior, to 


word 


1896. 
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The amendments reported by the committee were read, as 
WS: 

Strike out the words “be, and the same is here A ea ope ay 
insert in ig thereof 2 — . been. E in line 6, after = 
and Acre the — — in line 6, insert “the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior is hereby authorized and empowered to use the same.” 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. DINGLEY. One moment. This is a bill Which can hardly 
come up & this hour. It should be on the Calendar of the 
8 of the Whole, because it involves, of course, more or 
less e diture. 

Mr. LACEY. Not at all. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Inevitably it does before we got through with 
it. I prefer the bill should not be considered during this hour, 
which is Sor gage for business of another class. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, this bill is on the House Calendar, 
This is an abandoned military reservation which was turned over 
to the Department of the Interior to be sold. The Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs e ms that there should be some delay made 
in selling the buildings, for the reason that there was need, in his 
judgment, for an Ina tre training school at that . Conse- 
8 e Secretary of the Interior made an er postponing 

e sale of the reservation until the matter could be eonsidered by 

They ree uested that Congress give them authority 

purpose contemplated. 
This joint N does not eee e aps but 
simply confers the authority on the Department for that purpose 
if, in its judgment, such course shall be desirable. The question 

oft me appropriation for the support of the school, if raised at all, 

3 at another time and be of course considered by the 
Indian Committee hereafter. This simply, as I have said, con- 
fers the authority to delay the execution of the order of the 
t for a time; that is to say, to save the buildings and 
not allow them to be torn down and destroyed. But if the Inte- 
rior Department deems it necessary, they have the privilege of 
using them for the purpose of a seh That is all there 
isinit. The matter has been req both by the Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs and the Seeretary of the Interior. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Maine insist upon 
his point of order? 

r. DINGLEY. On the statement of the gentleman from Iowa 
I will withdraw the objection. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Ne eee mast conte 

from Iowa a question: How many Indians are there in icini 


gna this aaa ee reservation? 
I am informed that there are from 1,200 to 1,500 
klang in the immediate vicinity of this e 

But I yield to the gentleman from California [Mr. BARHAM], 
who is thoroughly conversant with the matter, an can answer in 
detail any question that may be asked in reference to it. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I would like, to inquire of the 

entleman just what is meant by an Indian ‘ school. 
What F to be? We have already 
boarding and day schools for the Indians, but as far as I know we 
haveno training schools. 

Mr. BARHAM. There are twelve or fifteen hundred Indians 
in the immediate neighborhood of this Fort Bidwell. It is situ- 
ated in the northeastern portion of the State of California, some 
200 or 300 miles from the terminus of any railroad, and contains 
3,000 acres of land, 640 of which is timber land. If the property 
is sold it would bring substantially nothing. 

Now, these Indians are not self-sustaining. They raong to the 
Pi-Ute or Modoc tribe, and are roaming throughout the country, 
vE Ne having been able to hold them on any reservation up to 

me. 

This matter affects three States N. Oregon, and Califor- 
nia—and it is ur ad cree 8 e the citizens of that section of 
the country and to the House by the Commis- 
sioner of Indian maa the Secretary of the Interior. 
land 5 it can be put to some such purpose as this. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Permit me to ask if the gentleman 
has in his pommin this request of the Commissioner E Indian 
ao and the Secretary of the Interior; or are they embodied in 


ar BARHAM. Oh, yes; they are published in the report. 
5 ee ne rot Oe Deere 
men upon t mestion? 
Mr. B ARHAM. Oh, No it is in the 


Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. I 8 Hie fo be have the report read, 


if the gentleman will permit i 
Mr. BARHAM. Certainly. ry think if the rtis read it will 
sa everybody in reference to the matter. I ask for the read- 


ing of the report. 
e report (by Mr. STEPHENSON) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the joint reso- 
variable eel cre aa copa im EERO eee Fort Bid- 


XXIX 


This 


lea ve to submit the follo 
o pass with amendments Aeh s Beiak aet d] 


well for an Indian training school, 
— 9 recommend that said resolution 
cated: 


After careful of this resolution, your committee would reo- 
ommend the following amendments: 

Strike out the words be, and the same is here "in lines 6 and 7, — 
insert in thereof the words “having been. in line 6, after the! 
word “the,” strike out the word “Secretary ment,“ 
and after the wo; dand empowered tò use the same." Interior 


Indian Affairs, 

whose 5 and report to Mr. 9 antes April 2, 1895, 
hereto attached and made carro £ this report: x iz 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 


i, I have the honor t „ ot ms eee 

ER: ve to receipt of your comm 

the 6th ultimo, in which you refer to the ~ f this ofico office to | 
school u On rvation at Fort 


9 the aband 
Bidwell, Mies and tho Indians of that 


for the pur 
gress will Lape 2 
above indicated, 
careful conside: 


hae rere e can use the same 
and are of the opinion t further action of Con- 
or; S 
abandoned post a Government school as 

d would therefore a ns that this office Ti, 


a. 
on and report thereon for the conside: 
1 800, this office made, 


. tom asking what it any 
had been sold or of! 
an y way inw Jn which the s the said id buldines and „ could 


ithout to in order 2 secure a title 
eee for ree pu 2 dicated. 
8 am —.— 2 report from the of 


95 
ag 
72055 
Hy 


EA desired information from tħe General Land 
Assistant Commissioner of that office, dated 


Maroh EN ve to state thot the fo the Fort Bidwell Post Reservation was estab- 
lished. eet 3 order of October 19, 1866; enlarged a: . —— 
the survey 4 1870 The ted area is 8078.10 acres. A 
reservation was established February 7, 1871; area, 640 acres. 
“On February 13, 1885, of sec. 8, T. 40 N., R. 16 E. within 
the reserva‘ was pinot onder the control Of She: Inte 
Department for disposal act of July 5, 1884 (23 Stat. L., 103). 


“After the transfer of that portion in section . to this 
that thers were six structures S be private 8 
eee eee . 
schedule showing FFT 
their condition is good, and their value $13,575, 

„ & 

not yet had occasion to make in in to 
of the 35 3 
tine peters EUEN 
in New Mexi pro 


buildings on 
1 les with a view to the 
unless other disposition thereof is authorized. 
This office knows should not be 


Hon. J. A. BARHAM, 
House of Representatives. 


information in 
escent ha to be educated. Have not they an Indian school there 
now 

Mr. LACEY. Th 

Mr. PICKLER. there was any necessity for this matter 

Mr. LACEY. Ofcourse I assume that there is necessity for it, 
or eee these requests would hardly have come from the : 
men 

Mr. 3 This opens up another Indian school, as the 

Mr. LACEY. Not at all, unless the Indian Committee shall 
recommend it. 

Mr. PICKLER. What have they been doing for school facilities 

Mr. LACEY. Doing withow 

t, as far as this cular scheme 

is concerned. ¥ Ey 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to ask the gentleman from 
Iowa a question with his permission-—thaé is, whether the bill in’ 
any way e the title of this p 

Mr. LACEY. Not at all. It H now in the United States, and 
the set ge is in the Secretary of the Interior. There isno change’ 
in the title 

Mr. RICHARDSON. None at all? 

Mr. LACEY. None whatever. 

Task a vote upon the amendments, 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed 
to, and the joint resolution as amended was ordered to be engrossé& 
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‘and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LACEY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
Was laid on the table. 


CONFIRMATION OF CASH ENTRIES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I call 1 bill (H. R. 8418) to 
gonfirm certain cash entries of public lands. Its number is 167 
on the House Calendar. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
it enacted, etc., tries of th bli 
777... wok Gh pendants pan anaana tied eke es 
ublic lands to actual settlers and cultivators,” approved August 4, 1854, which 
illegal and invalid because of the fact that lands covered thereby had 
never been offered for sale, be, and the same are Serer confirmed, if, upon 
examination by the Commissioner of the General Lan Office, the same are 
‘found to be otherwise regular and in compliance with said act and the acts 
9 thereto. ~ 
t SeEc.2. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to reserve the point 
of order against the calling up of this bill in this hour. It seems 
to be obnoxious to the rule. s a 
Mr. LACEY. I hope my friend will not press the point of order 
until he hears an explanation of the bill. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SHERMAN). The point of 
order is reserved. 
Mr. LACEY. I now yield to my colleague [Mr. MCRAE], who 


will 7 the bill. : ; 

` Mr. RICHARDSON. The point of order which I desire to re- 
serve is that the bill should be on the Union Calendar, instead of 
‘on the House Calendar. 

We McRAE. Mr. Speaker, the object of this bill is stated in 

e report. 

Under the Wa im act of 1854, which provided for a reduc- 
tion in the price of public lands to those who actually cultivated 
and settled upon them, these lands were entered; but the pay- 

ents in some cases were not made technically in accordance wi 
the statute. A few entries were permitted. Those of you who 
‘are familiar with the graduation act will remember that the price 
Was graduated according to the length of time between the date 
or the public offering and the entry. In that way some confusion 

Arose. The purpose of this bill is to quiet the title to a number of 

public land entries that are now in the hands of actual settlers, 

‘which lands have been paid for and occupied, and erred a 

number of times, Unless they are passed to patent there will be 
mfusion, trouble, and litigation. 


That is the whole of the bill, and I hope there will be 
no delay about it. e land officers ask for it, and the committee 
think the bill should 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I withdraw the point of order, so far as 
am concerned. 

Mr. LACEY. I will add to what 8 has stated that 
this bill will Ayp omiy to some lands in Arkansas. The draft of 
the bill was made by the Commissioner of the General Land 
‘Office in order to enable him to adjust these particular titles. 

‘ Mr. PICKLER. Does the bill state that? 

Mr. LACEY. The bill is general in its character, but the actual 
‘application of it will reach only the lands to which I have referred. 
e Commissioner says: 

t This will include the entries made in Arkansas south of the old Louisiana 
pogod ioa and north of the new one authorized by act of May 19, 1828 
Only a small region of country will be affected by this bill, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. LACEY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
‘was laid on the table. 


PROTECTION AGAINST FOREST FIRES. 


Mr. LACEY. I next call up the bill s R. 9124) to protect 
the forests on the public domain from d tion by fire. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized 

to cause to be surveyed or plainly marked ways, about 1,000 feet in width, 

: ugh the forests on the 2 1 domain which are liable to destruction by 

„at interyals of from 10 miles apart, in such directions as, when 
may be deemed most effective to prevent the 3 of fire. 

EC. 2. That the timber contained in such ways may be offered for sale at 


public auction in perone; the condition that the purchaser clear 
the entire width of that part of the way the timber on which is purchased by 
— | which can not be so cl bids may be 


As to those of the wa; 

ed for the pint ober the same 
may be deemed expedient. 

‘` BEC. 8. That such purchaser or contractor shall enter into contract to per- 

form the work as required in the cations for his bid, and shall give 

` 17 tor the faithful performance of his contract in such sum as 8 de- 

; ed by the Secretary of the Ipterior or by any person designated by him. 


Mr. LACEY. I yield to the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. 


SHarnorEH]. 
Mr. S OTH. Mr. Speaker, the forest fires which occur in 


the Western country are a source of great danger. The forests 


parcels and as many of the same accepted 


become ignited, and the fire sweeps for miles and miles, often 
destroying as much as a hundred square miles of timber, and the 
loss to the Government and to the inhabitants who live in the 
country is very great. There is no oblast way of stopping these - 
fires without great expense to the Government, which of course 
can not be contemplated at the present time. The bill which I 
originally drew went a t deal further than the bill which is 
now before the House. I wanted an express mandate to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to cause these ways to be cut, but the com- 
mittee thought that it was not wise to 5 that at present. 
The cutting of these babe a for the purpose of stopping fire is some- 
what experimental, and for that reason the committee thought 
that the bill should be modified so as to leave it to the discretion 
of the Secretary of the Interior to determine when and where 
these ways should be cleared. 

I know of no way by which the spread of these fires can be 
stopped except by 2 4 these ways. At present when a fire 
occurs the inhabitants who live in the vicinity gather together 
and try to concentrate upon one point and cut the timber down to 
stop the fire. 9 succeed in doing it. They can not cut 
enough timber. e ways which they cut are too narrow, and 
rig Leica Mon fire keeps on until it reaches a barren place, or 
until there is a change in the wind. If the wind changes, then 
they can fight the fire, or if it comes to a barren place it will, of 
course, die out. If these ways are cut at intervals of 5 or 10 
miles, we shall have the satisfaction of knowing that the fire will 
not burn beyond those points. At least the inhabitants in that 
part of the country can concentrate their efforts there and make 
a successful fight against the further spread of the fire. Inasmuch 
as this bill does not involve any appro riation, inasmuch as its 
execution is clearly discretionary wit ə Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, inasmuch as it is contemplated that these ways that are to 
be cut will pay for their own clearing, I can see no objection to 
Pae passage of the bill. The timber is worth as much as the cost 
of clearing. The bill provides that the timber may be offered for 
sale at public auction, with the condition that the purchaser shall 
clear the entire width of the way. F 
I will ask the gentleman to yield to me for 


> MANN. 


. Certainly. 

Mr. HERMANN. Idid not have the good fortune to be able to 
hear the reading of the bill, and therefore I will trouble my friend 
to answer a question. As 1 understand it, no expense is entailed 
upon the Government of the United States in the cutting of these 


ways. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. No; not under the present bill. 
bill I desired that, but it is not the provision of this b 

Mr. HERMANN. Is there any maximum limit as to the width» 
of these ways? 

Mr. SHAY "ROTH, They are to be about 1,000 feet in width. I 
did not think that was wide enough; still the committee thought 
they would limit it to that. 

. HERMANN. Iwill ask my friend if he does not think that 
the privileges given are apt to be abused by timber-land specula- 
tors, who will petition the Department of the Interior for the privi- 
lege of cutting the ways, 5 the dangers from fire, with 
the sole view of advancing their own personal interests, so that by 
the cutting of the ways they will be able to obtain timber which, 
under the forestry act and the restrictions at present imposed, 
they are not now able to obtain? 

. SHAFROTH. I do not think it would be abused, because 
a thousand feet in width of timber is not sufficient to be any great 
object toa Ppadnlaton It is true that all laws are subject toabuse; 
but when discretion is vested in the Secretary of the Interior, 
he is evidently not going to act upon that matter without informa- 
tion from some persons residing in that locality, and perhaps from 


the report of a ial agent. : 
Mr. HERMANN Me friend knows how extensive the forest res- 


ervations are. For instance, in my own State a forest reserva- 
tion extends from the waters of the Columbia River on the north 
to the northern boundary of California on the south, being 264 
miles long and embracing an area of 5,000,000 acres. Now, my 
friend will observe that if these ways are to be useful at all in the 
way of preventing the spread of fire it would be necessary to 
cut such ways all over this extensive reservation—to cut ways at 
different places—which would entail not only a great deal of expense 
to the people, but also enable certain persons interested in the pur- 
chase of lumber to obtain a vast amount of timber in the cutting 
of that magnificent forest reservation. 

Mr. S ROTH. The only answer I can give is to say that 
that little cutting would be infinitesimal when compared to the 


In a former 
ill. 


done by one fire, I do not know how it is in your part 
of the country, but in our part, if a fire is ignited, where there are 
no barriers to prevent its spread, it will cover as much as a hun- 
dred square miles, and the result is that the gon 3 sie i of 
centuries is totally destroyed in two or three days. There is no 
way now of stopping these fires, and there ought to be some way 


1896. 
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to check them. One fire in my State last summer covered a great 
many square miles. The loss of timber on that occasion was enor- 
mous and of no benefit to anyone. I think if there were wa: 
cleared of a thousand feet in width at intervals of 5 or 10 miles the 
fire could be sto ef at those places. 

Mr. HER . But I will ask my friend if he realizes this 
difficulty? Take the instance of the forest reservation to which I 
have referred in my State, 264 miles north and south. At what 

int in that reservation would he commence cutting ways, and 
5 many ways would he cut in that immense area? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Why, I should like to see them cut every 10 
miles. At the same time I doubt very much whether the Secre- 
tary of the Interior would sanction that. Perhaps not. I would 
like to see it every 5 miles. Whatis a thousand feet at every 5 
miles? A thousand feet would only be a fifth of a mile; and the 
result would be that you would save 5 miles of solid timber. 

Mr. PICKLER. Is it not most likely that the fire would jump 
a thousand feet? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. I doubt in my mind whether a thousand 
feet is wide enough. The criticism of this billin my State is that 
f thousand feet is not sufficient; that these fires are so hot that 
they will ignite and leap areas of even a greater width than a 
thousand feet. But while the limit is fixed at that, it may be more. 
It is left to the discretion of the Secretary. It has been put at 
about a thousand feet by the committee, but if he thinks that too 
naon a width he is vested with power to have it made some 

er. 

Mr. HERMANN. Of course my friend from Colọrado must 
concede that if the cutting of one way of a thousand feet wide 
would be necessary, he would have to follow it up by the cutting 
of other ways, because if one way was 3 to prevent the 
spread of a fire, other ways also should be cl a 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Of course that is true where the timber is 
pae and a large, compact body of it exists. The timber lands in 

ese United States arein different conditions. Takethe timber in 
my State, for instance, and with a fire starting in the pine it will 
spread with terrific speed, and will hardly have any limit in its 
extent. Now,in other parts of the United States where the timber 
is other than pine, it is not so. I do not know how it is in your 
country, whether it would continue or not; but in my State a way 
of 1,000 feet in width is not unreasonable. 

Mr. HERMANN. Of course my friend will concede that under 
the restrictions imposed it is almost impossible for a person to 
enter these forest reservations and cut timber for a speculative 

urpose; but do you not think that this will be a very great in- 
Bacement on the part of timber speculators really to represent the 
necessity for the . these ways for the preservation of the 
forests, and that they will seek authority to cut these ways, whereas 
in reality it is their personal interests that prompt them to ask to 
have the ways cut? 

Mr. S ROTH. I think not; because I do not think that 
timber upon a thousand feet in width would be a sufficient induce- 
ment for speculators to go in. 

Mr. HERMANN, You also know this, that even in cuttin 
timber there is a great deal of waste matter in the small materi 
piled on the ground, and this forms a bed in which fire ignites, 
and that unless that débris is carefully carried off from the area 
cut it will add an additional sa to those which now exist. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. It is provided by this bill the contractors 
shall absolutely clear the way, which means that they shall take 
all the timber and débris off. 

Mr. HERMANN. Well, sir, I think when you come to look 
for the successful operation of your bill you will find that it is 
utterly impossible to accomplish the pu contemplated. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. The whole matter is left to the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Interior, and it seems to me that it can do no 


harm. 

Mr. PICKLER. I do not know that I have any objection to the 
bill. It seems to me as it is left to the discretion of the Secretary 
of the Interior that no damage will occur from it. Why does the 
gentleman say it will not cost anything? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Imean to say this: That the timber on these 
ways which it is proposed to clear often is of sufficient value to 
justify their being cleared. 

Mr. PICKLER. How do you know that? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. I admit that in a good many instances it 
may not be valuable. 

Mr. PICKLER. The Secretary of the Interior will be empow- 
ered to go ahead at his discretion? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. That is true; but there is no appropriation 
made; and even if it is necessary that the Government should 
spend some money to clear these ways, in order to save miles and 
miles of timber, it seems to me the Government ought to do it. 
But the Secretary of the Interior can not proceed in the absence 


of an a on: 
Mr. PICKLER. When this timber has been cut off, what is 
going to grow up there? 


Mr. SHAFROTH. Well, there may be a small growth of pines 


in the course of years. But at the same time these cleared p 

will afford rallying points to which the settlers in the community 
can go with whatever means may be at their command for stop- 
ping these fires. If there is a growth of low brush they can 
easily cut that off while the fire approaches. There is no other 
way,so far as I can conceive (and I have studied this question), 
of stopping these fires. If Congress wants to provide for patrol- 
ling the forests, if you want to send an army out there with 
aut ie to extinguish the of course that would be more 
acceptable to us. But that would cost the Government too much 
money. It seems to me that the provision embraced in this bill 
for clearing these rights of way in the manner described is the 
most effective and inexpensive mode of stopping these fires. 

Mr. PICKLER. If, after these places are cleared, the grass 
should grow up thickly, and then the brush and the undergrowth, 
it seems to me there would be great difficulty in stopping a fire. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. It is true that there might be some diffi- 
culty. Still these cleared places, as I have said, would afford to 
the ple living in that region a rallying point, where they 
would not have to cut the timber in order to prevent the p ess 
of the fire. At present, when they are trying to stop a fire, their 
efforts are foiled by the fact that when, as the fire is 1 
they undertake to fell the timber, the fire is upon them by the 
time they have cut only a few trees. The result is that fre- 
ware 3 miles and miles of timber are destroyed. 

Mr. PICKLER. This bill practically empowers the Secretary 
of the Interior to cut up the whole public domain into checker 

. Hemay make these clearings every 5 miles, if he chooses. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. He geen ed he wishes, provided he has the 
money to do it. But this bill involves no appropriation at the 
present time. 

Mr. PICKLER. The Secretary of the Interior will be author- 
ized to proceed with this work, whether the settlers desire it or not. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Yes, sir; but it is not supposed the Secre- 
tary of the Interior would do anything contrary to the best inter- 
ests of the Government. It seems to me we must vest this power 
somewhere. We can not pass a law providing absolutely for cut- 
ting ways in all places, because in a particular locality the work 
may not be needed. Some States may require something of this 
kind; others may not. Discretion must be vested in somebody. 
I know of no one in whom this discretion can more properly be 
vested than in the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. PICKLER. The probability is that some settlers would 
want this done and some would not, so that serious controversy 
might arise. 

r. SHAFROTH. If that occurs, the Secretary of the Interior 
can very well determine the matter. He is not going to do any- 
thing, it seems to me, contrary to the interests of the test 
number of the settlers. Besides, I do not think the settlers will 
be divided in sentiment upon a question of this kind. They are 
unanimous in regard to the necessity of stopping these fires. 

Mr. PICKLER. Why would it not be a idea to provide 
that this work shall not be done unless the legislature of the State 


8 to it? 

Mr.S ROTH. Thelegislature of the State would, it is true, 
be interested to a certain extent in 1 the forests. But 
these forests belong to the United States. It seems to me it ought 
not to be left in the power of a State legislature to say whether 
our forests should be preserved or not. On similar ground it 
might be said, why not prohibit the cutting of timber, provided the 
State legislature says it should not be done? That would not do. 
These forests belong to the United States Government, and they 
should not be put under the control of any other authority. 

Mr. PICKLER. Well, it seems to me the people living in a 
State might well be consulted as to whether they wanted this 
thing to be done. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Their wishes will no doubt be consulted by 
the Secre of the Interior. 

Mr. PICKLER. That was my notion; that thelegislature might 
be consulted, and if they agreed to the proposition the Secretary 
of the Interior might go ahead. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. It seems to me we ought not to make our 
Jag alaton dependent upon the pleasure of the legislature of any 


Mr. HERMANN. Iwill ask the gentleman who will reap the 
immediate benefit of this transaction? Of course, it is claimed 
that the Ponie of the United States will receive the ultimate ben- 
efit. But aside from the ultimate benefit to the people of the 
United States from the preservation of the forests, who will be 


3 benefited, so far as concerns this timber which is to 
cu 

Mr. SHAFROTH. In my section of the country the principal 
object in preserving the forests is not the timber at all. The ob- 
ject is that there shall be shade made on the mountains so that the 
snows which fall there will not melt until midsummer, when the 
water is needed on the plains below for the purpose of irrigation, 
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Mr. HERMANN. 
In plain terms, I want to know who is to get this timber which is 
to fe cut off in ere OS rights of way? 


The gentleman misunderstands my question. 


Mr. SHAFROTH. According to the provisions of the bill the 
Secretary of the Interior, if he desires to have a way cut through 
the public timber land, say 1,000 feet wide, advertises for bids for 
the timber to be cut with the condition that the party cutting it 
shall take it away and clear up the entire width of 1,000 feet 
from inflammable matter. Then if there is bid, say, $100 for the 
timber or any other amount, and the bid is accepted by the Sec- 
retary, the money goes into the Treasury of the United States. 
There can not, it seems to me, be any speculation or any frauds 

ted under this law, nor will it be in the interest of any of 


the sag es gh pe in the country. 

Mr. . Except—I call my friend’s attention to this, 
for he means well and desires honestly to do whatever is possible 
to preserve the forest reservations, as all of us do, but he will dis- 
cover, I think, after a careful examination of this matter, that the 
cutting of this timber will necessitate the leaving on Iho phon 
in the track of the cutting, of an immense amount of s: waste 
such as broken branches, twigs, and material of that kind; and 
the cutting will lead to this condition of affairs, that the grass 

wing up among this waste matter and dying, being left amongst 
8 Will be asourceof greater danger an lead to more numer- 
ous fires and more rous fires than we have to confront now. 

Mr. SHAFROTH, y friend is mistaken in that. The con- 
tractors for this work will be es yes to clear away all of the 

’ débris, and the Sec: is v by the bill with authority to 
ribe what shall be done, how the ways shall be cleared, and 
rovide that no inflammable material shall be left on the ground. 

Ar. PICKLER. It will take a large number of agents to watch 
that procedi will it not? 3 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Not at all; it will not require any agents. 
They can have an inspection after the work is done. And I will 
state to my friend that whoever does this cutting is required to 
give bond to comply with the conditions imposed by the Secretary, 
and he will be responsible on the bond for the character of the 
work that is done and the satisfactory nature of the work. 

Mr. BLUE. Will the gentleman from Colorado permit me to 
ask him a question? ; 

Mr. SHAFROTH. ee rtainly. 

Mr. BLUE. If I un you correctly, you propose to save 
the Treasury of the United States the expense of ing these 
ways through the timber by donating the timber standing upon 
the land for 5 

Mr. SHAFROTH. No, sir; the Secretary of the Interior asks 
for bids for the clearing of, we will say, a width of 1,000 feet, and 
for whatever number of miles he wants to go. Bids are received 
at so much for the timber, with the requirement that the party 
whose bid is received shall clear up the entire 1,000 feet and at 
the same time clear away the undergrowth and all inflammable 
material in that distance. That amount goes into the Treasury of 
the United States and the Government is saved the expense of cut- 
ting this way itself. At the same time the person whose bid is 
accepted gives a bond for the faithful out of the contract; 
and fe he does not perform the conditions he is liable on the bond. 
In other words, he is required to comply strictly with the regula- 
tions which the Secretary of the Interior may see proper to impose. 

Mr. BLUE. Does it not amount to this, that there will be no such 

as cutting a protection line through the timber lands unless 
the timber to be cut is of sufficient value to pay for the work? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. It is quite likely, of course, that such will be 
the case. The bill, I confess, does not go as far as I desired it to 
go: I would like it to have gone very much further. The a“ 
nal bill which I drew provided that the Government should do the 
work. I wanted the Government to do it whether it paid or not; 
but I was overruled by the committee. 

Mr. PICKLER. It seems tome thatunder the operation of this 
bill authority would be given to do it anyway. 

Ayk 9 ROTH. No, sir; there is no appropriation provided 
e bill. 


Mr. BLUE. Is this a provision for the a tion of the 
timber cut off the land for the purpose of aff: g fire protection? 
Mr. SHAFROTH. For the purpose of affording fire protection, 
gi gry ers : 
. GARD Does not the bill assume that the soil will be 
sterile and practically worthless after the timber is cut off? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Our country is arid, as the gentleman 
knows, entirely different from what it is in the eastern parts of the 
country, where high grasses grow. It will doubtless remain sterile 
until low pine trees begin to spring up again, which takes a 
considerable time. 

Mr. GARDNER. But will not the fire run through the young 
pine trees as rapidly trees that are two or three years old—as when 
cas bag? more matured or of larger growth? 

. SHAFROTH. The young pines will not get started for five 
or six years; and even in the event of a fire in this younger timber 


it will be much easier to cut away and clear out the small brush 
Sod ston the fire than to cut a way through a forest of heavy 


ber. 
Mr. PICKLER. This would not authorize, I suppose, any cut- 


me away of the pubio forests in the parks? 
T. SHAFROT I do not know whether it wouldor not. It 
5 to timber on the public domain. 

. LACEY. But not in the parks. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Oh, no; I suppose not in the parks. 

Mr. PICKLER. Well, I would like to know about that beyond 
doubt, because we certainly do not want to go to devastating 
Yellowstone Park or the other national parks. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. No. This applies to timber on the public 
domain which is liable to destruction by fire. That is the lan- . 
guage of the bill, and I do not see very well how it could be fur- 
ther limited. 

å Be BEANE That includes all the timber reservations, does 
not? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Yes; it includes the timber reservations. 

Mr. PAYNE. Then does not the bill authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to throw open to market 8 per cent of all the 
reserved timber in the United States? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. I think not. 

Mr. PAYNE. Why not? The Secretary can cut a swath a 
thousand feet wide each way in every 5 miles. That would be 
two twenty-fifths of all the timber, or 8 per cent. 

ee EAE OER The proposed width is only about one-fifth 
of a mile. 

Mr. PAYNE. He can cut a swath a thousand feet wide in one 
direction, which would be one twenty-fifth, and then he can cut, 
in a direction perpendicular to that, at the required distance, an- 
other swath a thousand feet wide, making another twenty-fifth, 
or altogether Spa cent of the whole; and the power to do that is 
left by this bill in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior. 
He can, in his discretion, sell that proportion of the reserved 


timber. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Or he can give it away for the sake of get- 
ting it cut off. 

Mr. PAYNE. Yes. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. In the first place, gentlemen should under- 
stand that the timber that is destro by cutting is infinitesi- 
mally small in amount compared with that which is destroyed b 
fire. You will find that every year, in the United States, thace 15 
ten times as much timber destroyed by fire as by cutting. 

Mr. PAYNE. No; because that would be 80 per cent of all the 
timber in the United States. 3 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Iam not talking about the provisions of this 
bill now. Iam merely saying that there is fully ten times as much 
timber destroyed by fire now in a year as there is destroyed by 


cutting. 

Mr. ‘STEPHENSON. And what causes those bush fires? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Travelers and hunters, for the most part, 
buil fires and not putting them out properly. 

Mr. STEPHENSON. They are caused y by some of the 
timber being cut down and refuse part being left to dry and 
thus facilitate eran of the fire. 

Mr. SHAFR That is not the usual cause in our part of 
the coun Forest fires are caused generally by campers or 
hunters. camper or a hunter builds a fire and does not extin- 
2 roperly, and the wind comes along and fans it into a 

me and it spreads and destroys the timber. 

Mr. STEP. SON. But if you cut down a portion of the 
timber and leave the brush and chips there to dry, will not that 
give the wind a better ity to spread the fire? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. No. You will find that there is more of an 
undergrowth with the timber itself than there would be in these 
clearings. At least that is the case in our part of the country. 
At all events, one thing is certain; the Secretary of the Interior 
has as much interest in the Demag i of the public forests of 
this country as we have, and this bill is merely intended to give 
12 ee ee power to have these clearings made if he thinks 

desirable. 

Mr. LEIGHTY. Does this bill provide an absolute means of 
preventing forest fires? 

Mr. S ROTH. It does not; and no bill can be framed that 
will do that. 

Mr. LEIGHTY. No; I think not. Does this bill provide any 
maro keeping these openings clear after they are once made? 

$ ROTH. It does not. That w involve too large 


an expenditure. 

Mr. LEIGHTY. Then, does not the gentleman believe that in a 
VVV 
is now 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Not in our part of the country. However, 
as I have said, the bill vests the discretion in the of the 


Interior to decide where these ways shall be cut and where they 
shall not, and if he does not think it desirable in any particular 
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locality he will not have them cut, In fact, the criticism of the 
pill I find is that it leaves it uncertain whether the Secretary 
will authorize any of these ways to be cut. I want them cut in 
my part of the country, because I know that we lose and the 
3 loses every year vast quantities of timber that would 
be preserved for useful purposes if these ways were cleared. 
. TRACEY. Has there been any estimate made of the cost 

oN: SHAPROTE, Not 

Mr. SHAFR . Not that I knowof. In some parts of the 
country it would not pay to make them at all, but in those cases 
the Secretary of the Interior would doubtless refuse to authorize 
them. In other localities it would pay, and there he would give 
the authorization. 

Mr. PICKLER. I will ask the gentleman whether the Secre- 
tary of the Interior indorses this bi 

Mr. SHAFROTH. The Secretary of the Interior Sa 
of the other bill which I drew because it required him to do this 
work, and required a large expenditure of money on the part of 
the Government, an expenditure which I thought wise, but which 
he regarded as too great. For that reason the Committee on 
Public Lands thought they would ee the bill so as to leave it 
discretionary with the Secretary to authorize these ways to be 
cleared wherever it seemed to him desirable. 
PIC . Have any of the forestry associations that are 
looking specifically after the forests of the country ever expressed 
8 as to this measure? 

r. SHAFROTH. No. When I was first elected to Con 


I invited some parties to devise a method to prevent these forest 
fires. I wrote to the State engi of the State of Colorado and 
sent him a rough draft of a for that p and asked what 


he thought about it. His criticism was that the ways” proposa 

would not be wide enough; that the fires were so intense that they 

J 8 
t value as a i y oug e wider. 

Fd cae yee To what extent are the forests devastated by 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Oh, to a fearful extent. Miles and miles of 
timber are destroyed. 

Mr. TRACEY. Are the trees absolutely destroyed? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. The trees are absolutely destro; 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. S er, an investigation of question 
has led me to think that there are not many regions in the United 
States where the methods proposed by this bill would be found 
either desirable or applicable. Iam quite sure that in the low- 
lands, where, when timber is cut down, the brush grows up 
rapidly, the result would be that the new growth of brush woul 
carry the fire more effectively than the old standing timber would, 
or at least as effectively, so that the cutting of ways” of this 
kind would utterly fail toaccomplishthe object in view. Butinas- 
much as the bill left the matter optional with the Secretary of the 
Interior, and as we were assured that in the high regions, where 
there are e tracts of timber that have been preserved partly as 
a protection for the snow, in which the undergrowth comes up very 
slowly, these methods of protection would be effective, we thought 
it would be safe to leave it to the discretion of the Secretary to 
apply them in those regions and in all localities where, in his judg- 
ment, ey mowa be applicable. 

As the bill was drawn in that way, the committee thought it 
wise to give an opportunity for the trial of the iment in the 
high mountain regions, where, they were eee the pro 
method would be efficacious, although, of course, there is no limi- 
tation in the bill as to locali The Department of the Interior 
has embarked on the work of saving all the forests that can be 
saved in the future. The subject has become almost a hobby with 
the Department, and I am that it is so. With this discretion 
lodged in the Secretary of the Interior, in view of the present 
attitude of the Department toward the general subject and the 
3 of public sentiment in favor of the preservation of the 

orests, the passage of this bill will, I belieye, be entirely safe. 
The method which the bill contemplates would perhaps be effec- 
tual in some localities in California, in Montana, in Idaho, and in 
Colorado, but I do not believe that it would be so in the lower 
lands, or in the heavy timber of Oregon. Certainly it would not 
do in Michigan, or Minnesota, or Wisconsin, where the new growth 
would soon spring up and carry the fire quite as rapidly as the 
original timber would, or even more rapidly. 

Mr. HULICK. It occurs to me, Mr. Speaker, that the bill is 
rather indefinite when it requires that the purchaser shall clear 
the entire width of that part of the way the timber on which is 
purchased by him.” Does that include clearing it of brush, or 
would the purchaser or the men employed to do this clearing be 
allowed to simply take the timber out and leave the underbrush 


on the T AEEY 
= Mr. FROTH. If they did only that, the way would not be 
Mr. HULICK. But the terms of the bill seem to imply . 


that the purchaser shall take ee SA timber. Now, 
include takin: g away the underbrush? 


Mr. SHAFROTH, 8 The bill provides further, 
however, that the work shall be done under rules and regulations 
to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, and he can make 
such specific rules and ions seas Aimar A I donot 
think it is wise to attempt to set fi tely in detail in a bill 
of this character exactly what shall be done in the way of clearing 
these wa. 

Mr. HULICK. It occurs to me that it ought to 8 5 
vide not only for the removal of the timber, but of all CAA 
brush, so that all waste material there should be removed. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. That is unquestionably meant. 

Mr. HULICK. The language of the bill is: 

The timber on which is purchased by him. 

I think it ought to be more definite, 

Mr. SHAFROTH. It says: 

Shall clear the entire width of that part of the way the timber on which is 
purchased by him. 


It seems to me it means that. And when you take into consid- 
eration that the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to prescribe 
the rales under which this shall be done, the Government is 
am 8 . 

. HULICK. Another question. Would this timber and 
brush be removed entirely from this way, or would it be burned 
on the ground? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. The Secretary can prescribe either method, 
whichever he desires. 

Mr. HULICK. It might make a difference. If the timber and 
underbrush is burned on the ground, why then the land grows up 
to weeds and underbrush that are really more dangerous in caus: 
ing the spread of fire than the original timber would be. 

2 SHAFROTH, The etary of the Interior would un- 
questionably be empowered to prescribe in his specifications for 
ee exactly what he thought was to the interest of the Govern: 


ment. 
Mr. PICKLER. You t to exclude public parks. You 
ought not to go into the Yellowstone and cut any such ways 
through 7 5 59 
Mr.S ; The Secretary of the Interior would not do 
any such thing as that unless it were for the public A 
Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I call for a vote on the bill, if no 
ade tin ison tho eee hid 
e À e question is on the ent and thi 
reading of the bill. - 
The question being taken, the Speaker announced that the noes 
seemed to have it. 
oe a aa (demanded by Mr. SHAFROTH) there were—ayes 
, noes 
s ccordingly the bill was not ordered to engrossment and third 


RESERVOIR SITES. 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call 


: the bill (S. 264) 
providing for the location and purchase of pul 


d lands for reser - 
voir 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That any person, live-stock com: A 
l breeding, grazing, dri or fran 
may construct reservoirs upon n vu 
ot ther wise reserved, for the 


same is constructed, not ex 100 acres, so long as such reservoiris main · 
tained and water kept thereln for such purposes: Provided. That such reser- 
desiring 


voir shall not be fenced and shall be open to free use of any person 
BEOS, Thatany person: e E OAT -poration desiring to avail 
2. any oom or on to a 

themselves of the ons of this act fle a declaratory — iat 
the United States office in the district where the land tuated, which 
statement shall d. the land where reservoir is to be or has been 
constructed; shall state what business such ration is engaged in; specify 
the ca of the reservoir in and w. such company, person, 
or has filed upon reservoir sites within the same county; 
and if so, how many. 


y. 

SEC. 3. That at any time after the completion of such reseryoir or reser- 
voirs which, if not completed at the date of the SS oS 
constructed and completed within ewo yonre aiter fling such. Gee tory 
statement, such person, company, or corporation shall have the same accu- 
rately surveyed, as he fter provided, and shall file in the United States 
land office in the such reseryoir is located ep oe Bas 


mitted by the register and 
Secretary of the Interior and approved by him, and thereafter such land 
shall „ — of the Interior so long as such 
BEC. 4 8 time amend, alter, or repeal this act. 
Mr. LACEY, Mr. Speaker, this bill was drafted in order to 
aid the men engaged in the raising of stock on the high lands of 
the Northwest, in localities where water is scarce. Ina few in- 
stances the cattle men have constructed reservoirs, and they pro- 
pose to construct others. The difficulty, however, is that ater 
they have constructed the reservoirs and built the necessary dams 
the land is subject to homestead entry or to settlement by private 


individuals, thus taking away from the ms who have con- 
t | structed the reservoirs the advantages which they sought to ob- 
tain by their construction in the first place. This bill provides 
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that such reservoirs as ma 


be constructed, and such as have 
hitherto been constructed, shall be preserved, but that they shall 
be open to public use, that the parties who have constructed them 
shall not fence off settlers and other stock raisers from their use. 
The report of the committee presents the following statement: 


These reservoirs are constructed on Government lands, and the corpora- 
tions are 1 that after they have constructed them, at a large 


expense, some irresponsible party, with the object of securing the improve- 


ments thus made, may file upon the quarter section of lands upon which the 
reservoirs are located, and deprive the companies of their property and 
access to the reservoirs. 
It is not intended to give title to the land upon which the reservoirs are 
ted, and the companies can only have control of ope reservoirs under 
such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Interior, and only for such time as such reservoirs are maintained and water 
kept therein, The act also provides that the land shall not be fenced and 
F use of any person desiring to water animals of any 


This is a Senate bill, and the amendments which were adopted 
in the Senate make the bill entirely safe, in the judgment of the 
committee. The bill provides that reservoirs shall not be located 
upon yoong land reserved for other purposes. This will prevent 
any of the general reservoirs that-have been selected by the Geo- 
logical Survey for irrigation 1 from being used for the pur- 
poses contemplated by this bill. They are also limited to 160 acres 
of land, so that it will only apply to these temporary watering 
places for cattle grazing upon the plains or being driven from 
Point to oint upon the plains. ; 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and ed. 

On motion of Mr. LACEY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 7 


PROTECTION OF SETTLEMENT RIGHTS IN CERTAIN CASES. 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I now call up the bill (H. R. 4142) 
to protect settlement rights where two or more persons settle upon 
the same subdivision of agricultural public lands before survey 
thereof. I call the attention of the ir to the fact that this 
ought to be apon the House Calendar, but by mistake it has been 

laced upon the Union Calendar. I ask that it be considered at 
1 time as upon the House Calendar, because it properly belongs 

ere. , 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will first report the bill. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That where settlements have heretofore been or may 
hereafter be made upon serious public lands of the United States prior 
to the survey thereof, and it has been or shall be ascertained, after the pub- 
lic surveys have been extended over such lands, that two or more settlers 
have improvements 5 the same legal subdivision, it be lawful for 


such settlers to make joint cash cay oA their lands at the local land offi 
or for either of said settlers to enter into contract with his cosettlers to con- 


contract to make homestead entry in his own name, and pore 
up pay for said land; and proof of joint gen gonna sf himself and others, 
and of ig ne hs t with, 1 — rae ron 1 oa ent to o proce no sale, 
oon on, and homes en pplicant: no caso 
the amount patented under this exceed 3 this act 
estead entry; nor shall anything in this 

section contained defeat or impair any valid right accrued or to accrue in 
gs initiated prior to the passage of 


The SPEAKER. Without objection, the bill will be considered 
as on the House Calendar. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. LACEY. This bill was 
the House in the Fifty-second Congress. 
to the Commissioner of the Land Office, Mr. Carter, now a Sen- 
ator from Montana. The bill was recommended. It passed the 
Honse, but did not go to the Senate. It provides for a condition 
that does not often arise, but which, when it does arise, sometimes 
necessitates the passage of private bills. It refers to cases where 
two settlers happen to get upon the same quarter, each of them 
claiming a homestead. It provides that they may jointly enter 
the land, and for an equitable division between them of the rights 
in that particular site. Such a condition arises only occasionally, 
but it seemed best to provide for it when it did arise. Settlemen 
are often made upon unsurveyed lands, and the subsequent survey 
sometimes puts two homesteaders upon the same tract. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I believe this is a good bill. I 
have known several difficulties to occur in the settlement on pub- 
lic lands in my State in cases of this character. I would like to 
inguire how it would affect a case of this kind: Suppose there is 
a valuable 160 acres of poen land and two men agree to go on it 
and improve it and build their houses. Is there anything to pre- 
vent mem from doing so, and then entering up the land at $1.25 
an acre 

Mr. LACEY. There would be no objection if it could be done; 
but itis not the purpose of the bill. In the case indicated two or 
three persons would forfeit their homestead rights and only get 
one tract in the operation. It is intended to cover mistakes, and 
not such cases as the gentleman from South Dakota suggests, 


in substantially this form in 
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The matter was referred | 
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Mr. PICKLER. Would it not be safe to confine it to 40 acres? 
There are valuable 160-acre tracts, and two men could go on them, 
and thus secure them for division. 

Mr. LACEY. I do not think the bill is drawn broad enough to 
cover such cases as my friend suggests. 

Mr. PICKLER. I think it is a pretty good bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LACEY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, that clears the House Calendar of 
bills from the Committee on Public Lands with the exception of 
oné bill, which is a vetoed bill, and which would require a yea-and- 
ag eh of necessity. 

p SPEAKER. That is a privileged bill, and can come up at 
any time. 
. LACEY. Then I will not call it up at this time. 
The SPEAKER, The Clerk will proceed with the call. 


JOHN Y. WILLIAMS, 


Mr. LITTLE (when the Committee on Indian Affairs was 
called). Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the bill (H. R. 3500) to 
authorize the adjustment and settlement of accounts of John Y. 
Williams. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury 
and they are hereby, euthioriaed to adjust and settle the accounts of Jaun N. 
Williams, late superintendent of Indian school at Fort Hall and special dis- 
purem agent, on the 3 of equity and justice, and to give him credit 
for suc bursements as be shown to have been ac y and honestly 
made and have accrued to the benefit of the Government or the Indians: 
Provided, That the total credits allowed under the provisions of this act shall 


ae be more than $900 in excess of the balance now standing 
officer. 


Mr. LITTLE. I ask that the report be read, 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I think this is a bill that belongs to 
the Union Calendar. 

Mr. LITTLE. This does not involve a charge on the Govern- 


ment. 
8 SPEAKER. Is this matter to be paid out of some Indian 

Mr. LITTLE. No, sir; the bill is to authorize the settlement of 
the accounts of a gentleman who had charge of the building of the 
Fort Hall school, and there is some informality in the receipts. 
The bill only authorizes settlement according to the principles of 
law and = pe 

The SP R. How is the account when adjusted to be paid? 

Mr, SHERMAN. He is to be given credit on the books. Suit 
is now pending oy this officer for the balance which is due, 
because some of his accounts have been suspended. This simply 
authorizes the Department to give him credit on the books of the 
Treasury Department for e ditures he made when he shall 
have furnished the prescri vouchers. It does not provide for 
my appropriation whatever, but eas rd authorizes these credits 
to balance his accounts and do away with the suit that is now pend- 
ca Tinted him for the balance. 

LITTLE. The report is very clear on the matter, and if 

that can be read I think that will satisfy gentlemen. 

Mr, PAYNE, I think I must make the point of order against 
it, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. Perhaps the report might be read as debate 
on the point of order. 

Mr. LITTLE. Yes, sir; I ask that it be read as a part of my 
remarks, 

The report (by Mr. SHERMAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
S adjustment and settlement of accounts of John Y. 


rt: 
Mr. Williams was superintendent of the Fort Hall school for four 


ry work. W. 
into satisfactory sha 
De ent. 


d put 
not alwa: 1 to the regulations of the In- 
his i ion they had a very severe visita - 
M illiams lost his 
disease, and 


and without due re 
t was a la 
by several mon 

e place of those suspended. Williams impresse: zony 
with him in the office with having made an earnest but badly managed effo; 
to build up the Fort Hall school, which school was reported by special agents, 
bond yore peni there to investigate, to be first-rate condition about the’ 

e he left. 

His accounts have been presented and passed upon by the Indian Bureau. 
The amount of the account, as thus passed upon, was about Hi on the 
debit and credit side each; the credit side exceeded the debit side as passed 
by the auditor by about $900, solely because of informality. A suit has boen 
instituted agains 1 is now . recover this balance. No 
one claims that Williams did not act in good faith and 8 The purpose 
of this bill is to allow the account to be stated, regardless of Williams's = 
lect to follow Department regulations, so as to credit him with paymen 
made. Commissioner Browning, in response toa request for his opinion, says: 

“Tecan why this bill to settle his accounts on ‘principles of 


see no reason 
1 and justice should not pass. 
view of the above facts, the committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


1896. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.. 


55 


Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, this seems to be a private claim, 
and if it were up for consideration I would not object. Imakeno 


int of order inst it. 
P The SPEAKER. ' The point of order is withdrawn. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LITTLE, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is nothing else, Mr. Speaker, from the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

FLAGSTAFF (ARIZ.) WATER SYSTEM. 


Mr. SCRANTON (when the Committee on the Territories was 
called). I call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 8676) to enable 
the town of in the Territory of Arizona, to issue bonds 
to construct a water system. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the town of taff, in the Territory of 

by its mayor and common N ales enabled to issue bonds 1 2 24 
town, not to ex $65,000 in amoun 5 within thirty years from the 
date thereof, in lawful money of the United States of America, and to bear 
interest at not to exceed 6 per cent per annum, interest payable semiannually, 
the proceeds of the sale of said bonds, which shall not be sold at less than par, 
to be used exclusively in the construction of svarer for thesaid two 
of Flagstaff; before said bonds are sold at least days’ notice 

be given by publication in one or more newspapers of general circulation, 
— for bids for the purchase of said bonds at not less than y 

SEC. 2. That at the time said bonds are ready to be 
ene com ma council of the said town of 

wn o 


in his hands, for the safe-keeping of 
thereof, and to account fur the same. 

Sec: 3. That before said bonds are issued the mayor and common council of 
the town of Flagstaff shall cause an election to be held, in all respects as el 
tions are now held in said town for the election of town officers, at whi 
8 the 8 electors of said town may vote for or against the issu- 
ance of said 


Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the reading of the 
report. 2 
e report (by Mr. MURPHY of Arizona) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Territories, to whom was referred House bill 8676, 
beg leave to sabmit the following report: 
ff, in northern Arizona, a population of 2,000 and assessed prop- 
erty valuation of $750,000; tax rate 6 mills with no indebtedness. The water 
for the use and protection of the town is hauled by railroad a distan 
miles. The ess portion of the town has been destroyed b; 
times, and insurance rates are excessive. It has been represen 
satisfaction of the committee that a good and sufficient water system can be 
‘constructed for the amount of the bonds authorized in the bill, the water to 
be piped from a spring in the San Francisco Moun afford sopo 
ressure for all purposes, and that a reyenue will at once be available r 
The construction of the works to pay 3 expenses and interest and 
provide a d for payment of the principal of the bond issue. 
1 bill a; to the Sr pane as especially meritorious, and therefore 


passage is recomm: 

Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no desire to debate this 
bill, and therefore ask for a vote. 

The bill was ordered to be . for a third reading; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. SCRANTON, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


ISSUE OF CERTAIN BONDS OF NEW MEXICO. 


- Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill H. R. 4052, 
with Senate amendments, on the House Calendar. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 4052) a ving certain acts of the legislative assembly of the 
Territory of New ico, authorizing the issue of certain bonda of said 
e ry. 


tive assembly 

me io 51 7 5 17 18 of og apenas 8 at Santa Fe. 
W. Was ani rovide the necessary means 
therefor 3 with authority to rebuild the same,” approved February 
5, 1895, and designated as capitol rebuilding bonds of the Territory of New 


Co; 
Also, the bonds and indebtedness, amounting to $15,000, authorized by sec- 
tion 1 of an act of the said 1 tive assembly of the Terri of New Mex- 
ico, entitled “An act to provide for the maintenance of the tary institute 
at Roswell, N. Mex.,“ approved February 13, 1895; 
Also, the bonds and indebtedness, amounting to the sum of $30,000, author- 
ized . on 1 of an act of the said Ss peep l the Territory of 
New Mexico, entitled“ An act to provide an addition to the insane asylum of 
por 3 to the ace 0 on GA 8 the — LS ei of the Terri- 
, and for other purposes,” approv ; an 
Also, the bonds and indebtedness, amounting to the sum of $35,000, author- 
ized by section 1 of an act of the sai SS cy re assembly of the Territory of 
New Mexico, entitled “An act to provide for the completion of the buildi 
for the normal schools of New Mexico at egas and Silver City, and 
rovide for the necessary furnishings therefor; and for additions to the New 
exico College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts at Las Cruces,” approved 
February 27, 1895, be, and the same are hereby, approved, co ed, and 
made valid: Provided, That on in this act be so construed as to 
make the Government of the United States liable or responsible for the pay- 
ment of any of said bonds by this act approved, confirmed, and made valid. 


The SPEAKER. The question is on concurrence in certain 
amendments of the Senate and nonconcurrence in others on the 


recommendation of the committee. The Clerk will first report the 
amendments on which the committee ask the concurrence of the 


House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Page 2, line 37, strike out the colon after the word valid and insert a 
semicolon. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The Clerk read as follows: - 

Page 2, line 37, after the word valid,” insert as a new paragraph the fol- 


lowing: 

“Also, the certain bonds and indebtedness, $172,500 in amount, ther with 
the interest coupons thereto attached, of the county of Santa Fe, Territory of 
New Mexico, dated March 1, 1892, issued under the provisions of an act of the 
Territorial general assembly known asthe refunding act. Such bonds having 
been 8 refunding and in lieu of 000 of bonds, and the overdue inter- 
est thereon, of said county of Santa Fe, theretofore issued and outstanding, 
are hereby validated, approved, and confirmed.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


R „„ the word “ valid,” insert as a new paragraph the fol- 


0 d 

Mit is intended hereby to validate, approve, and confirm any and all lhe 
3 and ds relating to the matter n. to the validation oi 

he said $172,500 of bonds, but no further and for no other purpose; but the 

United States shall not be held hereby to incur or create any indebtedness.” 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommend that the amend- 
ment just read be nonconcurred in. 

The amendment was nonconcurred in. 

The Clerk read the next amendment, as follows: 


Amend the title so as to read: An act approving certain acts of the legis- 
lative asomar of tho Territory of New Mexico, authorizing the issue of 
certain bonds of said Territory, and for other purposes.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. SCRANTON. On behalf of the committee, I move the adop- 
ho SP: ARER Th ittee the adoption of the 

e SPEAKER. o commi pose the on 

amendment which will be read. 785 

The Clerk read as follows: 
5, line 14, after the word “the,” insert said bonds of the Territory of 
New Mexico and of the;“ so as to read: Necessary to the validation of the 
said bonds of the Territory of New Mexico and of said Santa Fe County.” 

Tbe SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to this amend- 
ment. 

15 RICHARDSON. I understand that this is a House amend- 
men 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Have we not just acted on the Senate 
amendments? 

The SPEAKER. We have. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And now there are further amendments 


W 
e SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. It is almost impossible to catch the drift 


of the action pro d. 

The SPEARER. The Clerk will again report the amendment, 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The question in my mind was whether it 
was in order for the House committee to propose amendments to 
the bill after it has come back with Senate amendments. I was 
inquiring more as to the parliamentary status than with any refer- 
ence to the merits of the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman make a point of order? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No, sir; I do not care to do so. 

The SPEAKER. If no point of order is made, the Chair will 
put the question. 

The Sees being taken, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CEY. The amendment just adopted was, as I under- 
stand, an amendment to an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Was the proposition to agree to a Senate 
amendment with an amendment? If so, the Chair, with the con- 
sent of the House, will regard the proceeding just taken as vacated, 
and the Clerk will read the Senate amendment, together with the 
a Bestar to amend that amendment. 

. LACEY. The interlined amendment is an amendment to 
the committee amendment—merely a clerical correction. > 

The SPEAKER. Then it is not an amendment to a Senate 
amendment? 

Mr. LACEY. Yes; but there is an interlineation to which the 
attention of the Chair was just called. That interlineation was 
not in the committee’s amendment, but was inserted by way of 
clerical correction. It is merely a clerical amendment. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is not quite sure that he under- 
stands the 1 8 

Mr. LACEY. The situation is this: The bill went over to the 
Senate; the Senate sent it back with amendments; it is now pro- 
posed that the House concur in those Senate amendments with 
amendments. Then the amendment with which it is pro to 
concur has a clerical amendment interlined, which was offered b 
the chairman of the Committee on Territories [Mr. SCRANTON], 
and the concurrence of the House is asked to that amendment. 


Mr. McMILLIN. I 


way by moving to nonconcur in thoSena 
ing the matter go to a committee of 5 Then let the 
conference committee report to the House in favor of the adop- 
aie K et ae ne the 3 that has been sug- 
seems to me, is the o 9 way in 
phoi 50 a ovjes ect can be accomplished. This House can not 
3 amendment without the consent of the Senate; 

and that is the way consent should be obtained. 

The SPEAKER. The House might concur in the Senate 
amendment with an amendment. 

Mr. McMILLIN. But then the bill would have to Ch en to 
the Senate; otherwise it would be an attempt to accomplish ‘to 8 | som 
lation by the action of one House of Congress. I 14 5 

ntleman that the easiest and the only legitimate way 
is to move to nonconcur in the Senate amendments, Bh then 
when the conferees are appointed they can report a proposition 
that the House concur in the Senate amendment with the amend- 
ment which the gentleman now asks the House to adopt. That 
is the way in which the object should be reached. 

Mr. PAYNE. But, Mr, Speaker, if the House should concur in 
the Senate amendment with an amendment it would not necessa- 
rily require a conference in any event, because the Senate might 
concur in the House amendment, and that would end the ma 

Mr. McMILLIN. But the ordinary way for the two Houses to 
get together is in the manner I have su . One is a parlia- 
mentary method of procedure and the other is not. If the gen- 
tleman from New York is correct we one House 
to the other a dozen times without accomplishing anything. 

The SPEAKER. e Chair thinks that both gentlemen are 
correct. It is only two different meno of 128 8 a at the sopa 
thing. Ifthe House desires to send th k to the Sopi 
concurring in their amendment i bi an eee ee it may 
or it may nonconcur in the Sena endment, and let the Aaen) 
be adjusted in a conference. It = arta a question 0 och ee 

The Chair would like to know the wishes of the gen from 
Pennsylvania in charge of the bill. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I would to the gentleman in charge 
of the bill that if he sends it to the Senate, this being a sho 
sion, he can control it during the entire time; but if he adopts the 

lan suggested by the gentleman from New York he necessarily 
oses control of the matter. 

Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. S. er, as I understand the matter, it 
is simply a correction of a clerical error, and hardly seems of suffi- 
cient importance to 1 eee a conference between the two Houses. 
My idea was to amend the bill, and then of course have it go to the 
Senate as a matter of form. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman moves to concur in the 
Senate amendment with the amendment which has been 
to the House, and a question will be taken on that motion. 

The motion was to. 

The SPEAKER. e bill will go to the Senate for the action 
of that body on the House amendment. 

On motion of Mr. SORANTON, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 

REVISED STATUTES RELATING TO THE TERRITORIES. 


Mr. SCRANTON, I call up for consideration the bill (H. R, 
7716) to amend section 1921 of the Revised Statutes, and for other 
j The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it anaes: „ ete., That section 1921 of the Revised Statutes of the United 


ed so as to read as foll ows: ee TEE 


Mexico — pas member vd either yee 
the presid e penal 3 
1 0 


3 addition se 
id a A Boden . reas om logas 


ditional su officers in one 
clerk, who shall „ e t enroll- 
and ork at a ee es stony. peer sergeant-at-arms and 
‘ee * e a sip — — — ach decks OOV ESA, * pp 
12 o a o C sks for ar 75 w. 
i 18 Lot Terre. = 
out of the torial 


a sten 
ter, at Sher day all er, at $3 por day e 
of the respective Territories where the services may be employed. 


Mr. CATRON, Mr. Speaker, I ask for the reading of the report, 
which fully explains this matter. À 
The report (by Mr. Catron) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Territories, to whom was referred House bill 7716, 
submit the follo re 

The first section of House bill 7716 is an amendment of section 1921 of the 
8 Fn gt bili sachon; in full, is as follows: 

New Mexico, u 108 conyening of the 
aan me the oath of to the members-elect of 
two houses, and the officers thereof when 7 and no othex person shall 
be competent to administer such oath, save in the absence of the x 
in w. case any one member of either house ma the oath 
the p officer-elect, and he shall administer t the members 
and other of of the bill is to modify th isting law so that the socrotary 

0 0 0 m CE W 80 
an appointee of the President, shall not have arbitrary power to to organize thé 


certificates of as was done at the 
cates of election 


of election. 
at which time certifi 
Car tillontes oF 


rle r hanged in both ee ee that the aE the panel complexion 


clause sit incorporated 
this bill to organize that legislature under all circumstances, nor peage 
Bee say reason sor retaining in any officer sas purp ven to the: secretar 


y 
in this bill allows the legislature the 
3 ee 8 

vo 


eee bodies. 
o second section is offered to avoid vation which has pom practiced in 
assemblies of oying an unreasona 
of the Territory: Section 1855 of the Revised Stax a 


eins ferdea ees at the e — 
L. tes provides 


utes o the United 
add any oom 
are 
law of the United States.” 
Pi teeny section is still in 
tional . — the 
States or the Territory, not tes 
5 tha oe no „ any Ter- 


oe ane 
ting as many as two to each 
aggregating 


ture 
validi Tu th deion eroon m conto before the courts of several 


ty of 
of the Territories, and the decisions so that the true 
construction is in dow the S opro of the th 

— such go majority o ity of the Bo AS apn 


pny dy ay instances faa hee ta far beyond * 
sary, and to such an extent 1 te hoes Semen di ted into — was 22 7 
ering of the x ty non bebe gee Territories 
our com: „ that the number of officers and em» 


wed by tho United States 
ployees allowed by the United States statutes is insufficient for the proper, 
itious, and economical conduct of the various Territorial ures, 
1 "therefore, additio 13 and 8 should 8 ina 
wa: 9 end your commi ve provided, by the second sec- 
tion of the bill, for 3 such additional officers y 


eee Territories, your ittee recome 
mend its 
eee = FFF and 
Was accordingly e, an 
On motion of Mr. reer yes e meter to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


DISTRIBUTION OF PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of considering the resolution distributing 
the President’s message. 

The motion was 

The House pitti, Ss resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House, Mr. Payne in the chair 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering 
Mir. DINGLEY, 9 th 

or the ine roading of the res- 
olution which is at the desk relating to this 

The Clerk read as follows: 

[Fifty-fourth Congress, second — Ei nh No. 2293. House of Repre ` 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS ON PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Mr. DINGLEY, from the Committee on Ways and Means, submitted the fol- 


The Committee on Ways and Means report th ying resolution 
for reference of — 97 various topies up — beer 8 to appro- 
to come recommend its 


of the President of the 


Uni States to the two Houses of nt * relates 
to the national finances, the W 8 Bond he public 
revenues, to our trade relations wi he wants and 
ition of tho Treasu too Bhar a 2 ae and Means. 

82 so much as tof 


rvice, including a erefor, tox 
service. ä or, 


Affairs. 
“That so 55 rng Sa relates to the Choe ple of the 3 revenue for 


the support of Government, as herein popo namely, for the I 

tive, execu sare 5 expenses, for 8 for fortifi- 

cations and ons, for the ict of Columbia, and for 

all de fare to o Committee on Appropriations. 

ministration of ft pec area . 
ion of jus ion of courts, and to amendmen’ 

the antitrust law, be referred to Committee on the Judiciary. 


That so much as re! banking, and currency be referred to 

That so much h Banking apa Gurr SA 

"That so much as relates to . e la pi States, and to the 

of gold silver bullion, be referred to the Committee on Coinage, 

Wei ts, and 3 

Phat 80 * as on Sees to the commerce of the United punes, = domestig 
and on bn ap ge the Interstate Commerce Commission, bo ref 
Committee on Interstate and Forsign Commerce. 


‘ment of the expenditures of the sa 
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“That so much and forestry, and to the Depart- 
8 eh eer to the Committee on 
e much as olatos to the military establishment be referred to the 


That 8 to the naval establishment, and to the construc- 
Leere ne for the Navy, be referred to the Committee on 


“That so 1 got the To „ 


ittee on Pacific Railroads. 
e eo much as relates to the militia of the United States be referred to 


for service in the civil war be referred 
e Committee on Inv. 


een much as relates to the civil service be referred to the Committee 
on Reform in the Civil Service.” 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, this is the usual resolution for 
the distribution of the topics in the President's m I sup- 

there is nothing r that needs to be said in matter. 

f move, therefore, that the * rise and report the resolu- 
tion back to the House with the recommendation that it do pass, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker havi 
sumed the chair, Mr. PAYNE, Chairman of the Committee the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, reported that that com- 
mittee had had under coer a resolution for the distribu- 
tion of the President’s message, and had directed him to report 
the same back to the House without amendment and with the 
recommendation that it do 

The resolution was to. 

On motion of Mr. DINGLEY, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr, 
ROBERTSON of Louisiana, for two weeks, on account of important 


business. 
And then, on motion of Mr. DINGLEY (at 2 o’clock and 55 min- 
utes p. m.), the House adjourned, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of 3 prai the soovin Sere commu- 
taken from the Speaker’ s table and referred as 


A letter from the Comptroller of the Currency, transmitting a 
„**. Committee on Banking and 


Ane Secretary of the Interior 1 astate- 

priations, ‘‘ Contingent ex- 

mses, Department of the ” for the fiscal year ending 

une 30, 1896—to the Committee on 3 in the Interior 
Department. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 

from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 

iver, Indiana—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 


printed. 

A letter from the Secre of the Treasury, asking for an a 

ation to cover the cost of one year’s rent of the Rand- McNally 

in 8 which is Sees pe by Federal officials—to the 
Committee on e ordered to be printed. 

A letter from of the Treasury, recommending the 
enactment of legislation to . his Department to acquire cer- 
tain land adjacent to the site of the new public building. at Cam- 
den, N. J.—to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 


be printed. 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a statement of 
the expenditures at the Springfield Armory and of the arms, com- 
ponios of an and appendages fabricated, altered, and repaired, 
Carag the fiscal year ending June 30, 1896—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

o the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Josiah C. Ury against The United States to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, Sor, Ser 

transmission to Congress of the report of the Maritime 
Company of Nicaragua—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey 
of Baltimore Harbor—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 


Beach Thoroughfare, New Jersey—to the Committee on Rivers 


and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


5 from the consideration of the bill (H. R. 8714) 
accrued pension to John E. Carland; and the same was 
5 ned to the Committee on Pensions. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
lowing titles were introduced, and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9512) to declare the Potomac 
Flats a public park under the name of the Riverside Park—to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. SULLOWAY: A bill (H. R. 9513) making an ap 
tion toward the construction of a dock at 5 
Yard—to the Committee on Naval 

By Mr. BISHOP: A bill (H. R. 9514) to authorize the REE 
of Interior to fulfill certain treaty stipulations with the Chip- 
pewa Indians of Lake Superior and the i, and making 
appro riations for the 5 the Committee on radian Affaire 

. SHANNON (by request): A bill (H. R. 9515) to raise the 
age uF rotection for 1 in the District of Columbia to 18 years— 
to the ittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ODELL: Resolution (House Res. No. 481) providing ae 
the 3 of additio: folders to the Committee 
Accounts. 

By Mr. BRUMM: Resolution (House Res. No. 433) for the relief 
of the widow of John Ryan, late messenger on the soldiers’ roll 
of the House of resentatives—to the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. FISC. : Resolution (House Res. No. ey to author- 
ize the Clerk to pay J. E. Winter for services as folder—to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. DRAPER: Resolution (House Res. No. 435) asking the 
Committee on Rulesto fix an early day for the 9 of bills 
re — be Sonera Committee on Patents—to the Committee on Rules, 

WERS: Resolution (House Res. No. 436) that 
sera PO 6, and 7 be set aside for the consideration of House 
bill No. 8189—to the Committee on Rules. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


. clause 1 of Rule XXII, praval bills of the following titles 
ero preg resented and referred as on pon 
“3 HATCH: A bill (H. R. 9516) increasing the pension 
of Hliza } Miller, widow of N ehe er, are Company E, 
Thigh Ohio Infantry—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
McCALL of Massachusetts: A bill (H. R. 9517) for the 
relief of Patrick J. Madden—to the Committee on Claims. 
B: MCRAE: A bill (H. R. 9518) for the relief of the estate 
of William F F. Martin, deceased—to the Committee on Claims. 
a Ar. MILLER of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9519) granting a pen- 
sion to Allen Buckner—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. SULLOWAY: A bill (H. R. 9520) granting an increase 
of pension to John N. Bruse—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9521) ting an increase of pension to Ed- 
ward Boren (fl. K. tea — we valid 3 : 
Also, a granting an increase of pension to Isaac 
25 aang y pansion to 
) g a pension 
Julia A. Beeler—to the S on . 
By Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9524) granting an increase of 
panin to Mrs. Sarah Judson, widow of Leroy T. i T the 
mmittee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9525) to correct the military record 
of Andrew J. McNamar—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
By Mr. WOODARD: A bill (H. R. 9526) for the of John 
D. Thorne—to the Committee on War Claims. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the band eee and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as 

By Mr. BAKER of New Ham e: Memorial of the citizens 
of the town of Bennington, N. H.,in mass meeting * 
asking that Congress take such action as will secure indemnity for 
outrages upon the property of American citizens in Turkey, and 
such action as wi porene: the repetition of the same—to the 
Committee on OH: Papèrs to 

By Mr. HATCH: Papèrs to accompany House bill No. 5235, to 
increase the pension of Jasper N. Brown-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LAYTON: Resolutions of Glass Bottle Blowers’ Asso- 
ciation of the United States and Canada, asking Congress to enact 
a law absolutely prohibiting all immi mrt of any kind, sex, 
character, or nationality whatever for the space of five years—to 
the Committee on Immigration and Natural ation. 

By Mr. McMILLIN: Petition and papers of Harry T. Wilson, 
for payment for injuries received while in the employment of the 
Government at Lock No.3 on the Cumberland River, Tennessee— 
to the Committee on Claiins, 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT resumed the chair. x- 
DONELSON CAFFERY, a Senator from the State of Louisiana, 
appeared in his seat to-day. z e 
e Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. ALDRICH. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day, 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed, pursuant to the joint reso- 
lution approved June 14, 1892, J. C. Bancroft Davis and worth 
R. Spofford members for three years of the Memorial Association 
of the District of Columbia. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the annual report 
of the Attorney-General for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senatea communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in compliance 
with the requirements of section 4690 of the Revised Statutes, the 
annual report of the Superintendent of the United States Coast 
and Geodetic Survey for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896; which, 
with the accompanying papers, was ordered tolie on the table and 
be printed. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate nine communi- 
cations from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of 
the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, certified copies of the 
final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent from the States of Maryland, New Jersey, Connecticut, Ala- 
bama, Indiana, Ohio, Delaware, North Carolina, and Rhode 
Island; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


EXTENSION OF CONNECTICUT AVENUE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to a provision in the District appropriation act 
of June 11, 1896, a report as to the cavers advantages and 
disadvantages and comparative cost of extending Connecticut 
avenue from Florida avenue to the District line; which, with 


the accom: ying papers, was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed, 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
Am from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 


BROwNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed 
to the report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill (H. R. 2604) to increase the pension of Caroline A. Hough, 
widow of Brig. Gen. John Hough. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference on the di ing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
4354) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Gould Carr, widow of the 
late Brig. and Bvt. Maj. Gen. Joseph B. Carr, United States Vol- 
unteers, deceased. 

The gs further announced that the House had passed the 
following bills: 

A bill (S. 264) providing for the location and purchase of public 
lands for reservoir sites; and 

A bill (S. 2047) extending the time within which the University 
of Utah shall occupy lands heretofore granted to it. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 4156) to amend the laws, providing limited 
indemnity for loss of registered mail matter; 

A bill (H. R. 4157) to amend the postal laws relating to the use 


of Pon cards; 
bill (H. R. 5473) concerning delivery of letters in towns, vil- 
lages, and other places where no free delivery exists; and 
A bill (H. R.9473) maas appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HALE. I ask that the pension appropriation bill, which 
has just come from the House, be laid before the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


The bill (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions of the nited States for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes, was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were read twice by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads: 

A bill (H. R. 4156) to amend the postal laws, providing limited 
indemnity for loss of registered mail matter; 

A bill (H. R. 4157) to amend the postal laws relating to use of 

l cards; and 

A bill (H. R. 5473) concerning delivery of letters in towns, vil- 

lages, and other places where no free delivery exists. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT e à petition of the Glass Bottle 
Blowers’ Association of the United States and Canada, praying for 
the enactment of legislation restricting immigration; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the faculty of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons and of the medical department of Colum- 
bia University, in the city of New York, remonstrating against 
the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, for the further prevention of 
cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. GORDON presented a memorial of Bluthenthal & Bickart, 
of Atlanta, Ga., remonstrating against the enactment of legisla- 
tion permitting distillers to bottle whisky in bond; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BATE presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Chattanooga, Tenn., praying that an appropriation be made 
for dredging in front of the city wharf an ater street, in that 
city; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KYLE. I present a petition of the National Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union, praying for the appointment of a 
nonpartisan commission to investigate the problems of capital 
and labor. The petition refers, I believe, to the Phillips bill, 
which has already passed the House and is now before the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. I move that the petition be re- 
ferred to that committee. x 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WALTHALL presented a petition of Post No. 25, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Greenville, Miss., praying for the pas- 
sage of a service-pension bill; which wasreferred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of the members of the Society of 
the Colonial Dames of America, praying for the enactment of legis- 
lation incorporating that association under the laws of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. NELSON presented the memorial of Mary F. Isaminger, of 
the city of Washington, D. C., remonstrating against the erection 
of stables on lot 43, square 358, in that city; which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. McBRIDE presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Astoria, Oreg., praying for the early completion of the Nicara- 

Canal; which was referred to the Select Committee on the 
mstruction of the Nicaragua Canal. 

Mr. CALL. I present a petition of women of the United States, 
members of the Business Woman’s Exchange. The petition is 
signed by a large number of persons and 2 that some action be 

en on the part of Congress for relief from imprisonment of 

Mrs. Florence E. Maybrick. I do not know to what committee the 

peron should be referred. As the Committee on the Judiciary 

5 ite 9 unfavorably, I sup the petition may be referred 
e 


mmittee on A Si Relations. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be so referred, in 
the absence of objection. 


Mr. QUAY presented a 5 of 15,000 operators in woolen 
and worsted mills in the United States, praying for the 28 
of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Asso- 
ciation of the United States and Canada, praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation restricting immigration; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Chambers- 
burg, Pa., praying for the enactment of legislation for the relief 
of the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a memorial of the War Veterans’ Association 
of Allegheny County, Pa., remonstrating against the extension 
of the classified service provided for in recent proclamations of 
the President; which was referred to the Committee on Civil 
Service and Retrenchment. : 

He also presented a petition of George G. Meade Post, No. 1, 
Grand Army of the ublic, of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for 
the recognition of the in pendence of Cuba; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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He also presented resolutions adopted by the National Board of 
Trade, favoring the development of the export trade; which were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the National Board of Trade, 
praying for the enactment of legislation to develop the merchant- 
marine service; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also presented a peun of the wool section of the Manu- 
facturers’ Club, of Philadelphia, Pa., and a petition of the Wool 
Merchants’ Association, of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ 
Association, of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the enactment of 
. restricting immigration; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

He also presented the petition of sundry citizens of Allentown, 
Pa., praying for the passage of a Sunday-rest law for the District 
of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. nee 3 

Mr. VILAS. I present a petition of leading citizens of Mil- 
waukee, Wis., praying for the enactment of legislation for the 
relief of the sufferin, eniansin Turkey. I move that the peti- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 3214) to authorize Joseph J. Kin- 
youn, passed assistant surgeon of the Marine-Hospital Service, to 
accept a medal from the President of the Republic of Venezuela, 
reported it without amendment. 

DEEP WATER HARBOR BOARD. 

Mr. FRYE. From the Committee on Commerce I report an 
bel Sr bill, and ask that it be put on its passage now. 

e bill (S. 3333) to amend an act entitled An act making ap- 
poe for the construction, repair, and preservation of cer- 
in public works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes,” 
passed finally June 8, 1896, was read the first time by its title, 
and the second time at length, as follows: 


and harbors, and for other pu: passed 
2. 8 Senate June 


213 of the Statutes a 

e word “ War” and before the word . Provided,” on the thirty-ninth line 
of said „the following language: The officer of the Navy detailed to 
serve on this Board shall receive from said . in addition to his 
mil provided for in section 1566 of the Revised Statutes, and notwith- 
standing its ores such a per diem allowance for subsistence as the 
Secretary of War may deem proper.“ 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the bill? 

Mr. HAL I will not object to my coll e’s bill, because I 
know it is a very important measure and should be passed at 
once, but hereafter I shall for one object to the routine morning 
business being interrupted by anything. In the interest of good 
business I shall insist upon going on with it until it is completed. 

Mr. FRYE. I would not have made this request if the com- 
mission were not now in session, and if the Comptroller. had not 
ruled in such a way that the rear-admiral is not to be entitled to 
anything but mileage. 

r. HALE. Iso understand. 

Mr. PLATT. This is for subsistence? 

Mr. FRYE. “Yes, sir; for subsistence. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S. 3334) to remove the charge 
of desertion standing against Thomas Toomey; which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3335) granting a pension to Mary 
Power; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying paper, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

e also introduced a bill (S. 3336) granting a pension to Malvina 
Webster; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying paper, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3337) granting increase of pension 
to Andrew Lybold; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying papers. referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3338) granting a pension to Nelson 
B. Lutes; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying rs, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PEFFER introduced a bill (S. 8339) granting a pension to 
Louise E. Perkins; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


on, after 


Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S. 3340) authorizing Herbert 
H. D. Pierce to accept a medal from the Russian Government; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3341) granting a pension to Theo- 
phile A. Dauphin, who served under name of Alexander Duffney; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. $ 

r. HAWLEY introduced a bill (S. 3342) granting an increase 
of pension to Eva W. Brannan, widow of the late Maj. Gen. John 
Milton Brannan, United States Army; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (S. 3343) grantin 
a pension to Arethusa Wright, of Sheridan, Oreg.; which wasr 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BERRY introduced a bill (S. 3344) to define the jurisdiction 
of United States courts at Fort Smith, Ark., Fort Scott, Kans., 
and Paris, Tex., for offenses committed prior to September 1, 1896; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ALLEN introduced a ae 3345) to authorize the judges 
of the district courts of the United States to appoint ern ic 
reporters, fix the duties and compensation thereof, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KYLE introduced a bill (S. 3346) to amend an act Sprovod 
March 2, 1889, entitled An act to withdraw certain lands from 
private entry, and for other 5 which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill (S. 8347) to provide for the 
closing of the Pass a Loutre Crevasse near the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi River; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WALTHALL. On behalf of the Senator from Delaware 
[Mr. Gray], who is 5 absent, I introduce a bill. 

The bill (S. 3348) for the relief of the sureties of Frank A. 
Webb was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 5 

Mr. NELSON (by ee ae introduced a bill (S. 3349) to enable 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to refuse a permit 
to erect stables on lot 43, square 358, in the city of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (8. 3350) granting a ion 
to Susan A. Paddock; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

. WALTHALL introduced a bill (S. 3351) for relief of estate 
of Warren R. Dent; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

He also introduced a bill B 8352) for relief of the estate of 
Jacob Oates, deceased, late of Warren County, Miss.; which was 
read 8 title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. B (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3353) to extend 
and amend an act entitled An act to grant the right of way to 
the Kansas, Oklahoma Central and Southwestern Railway Com- 
pay through the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, and 

or other „ approved December 21, 1893; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON introduced a bill (S. 3354) granting an increase 
of pension to George Van Vliet; which was read twice by its title, 
= , with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. HALE introduced a bill (S. 3355) to provide for organizing 
a nayal reserve battalion in the District of Columbia; which was 
eae by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 

airs 


He also introduced a bill (S. 3356) to incorporate the Society of 
the Colonial Dames of America; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (S. 3357) to amend 
section 2425, Revised Statutes; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GORMAN introduced a bill (S. 3358) to incorporate the 
Washington and Gettysburg Railway Company; which was read 
bee by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District of 

‘olumbia. 

Mr. HANSBROUGH introduced a bill (S. 8359) to ratify and 
confirm an agreement with the Turtle Mountain band of Chip- 
pewa Indians in the State of North Dakota, and to make appro- 
pianon for carrying the same into effect; which was read twice 

y its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BLACKBURN introduced a bill (S. 3360) for the payment 
of Dr. H. B. Matteosian for services as delegate of the United 
States to the Sanitary Commission at Constantinople from 1874 to 
1885; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


DECEMBER 10, 


Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 
167) declaratory of the intent and meaning of a certain act therein 
named; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

AMENDMENTS TO IMMIGRATION BILL, 
Mr. MORGAN submitted an amendment intended to be 
by him to the bill (H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration 
aws of the United States; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed, and to be printed in the RECORD, as follows: 


“Sno. 3. No person, being a subject or citizen of any f governmen 
shall be admitted to citizenship under the laws of the Gaited Satan — 
when admitted, can not read aden the Ten Commandments and the Con- 


shall be in court 
first established bY. proot 
such declaration 
filed that such emigrant has, in good faith, resided in the United States con- 
tinuously for the period of five years prior to the date of such application.” 

Mr. ELKINS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 

by him to the bill (H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration laws of 
cod, ue States; which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
G CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. BACON. Yesterday I introduced a bill (S. 3332) making 
appropriations for the improyement of the road from the Chic 
mauga and Chattanooga National Park to the town of Lafayette, 
in Georgia, which was referred to the Committee on 8 
tions. It should have been referred properly to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. I ask that the Committee on 5 
be discharged from the consideration of the bill, and it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. CULLOM. Will the Senator again state the title of the 


Mr. BACON. It is simply a bill pro; to make an appro- 
tion for improvements 8 with the Chickamauga and 
attanooga National Park. It should go to the Committee on 
Miliary airs, and I now ask that the change of reference be 
made. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will 
be so ordered. 


PROPOSED DISTRIBUTION OF APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. ALDRICH. During the last session of Congress the Com- 
mittee on Rules were instructed by the Senate 3 the first 
day of the present session upon the subject of the distribution of 

pro thon bills. Theengagementsof the committee were such 
t . during the recess to give the matter any 
attention whatever. I had a meeting of the committee called to 
consider the qoesta; but up to this time we have not been able 
to reach it. ask that the time be extended within which the 
committee — ae its report. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 


INAUGURATION ARRANGEMENTS, 


Mr. SHERMAN. I offer for adoption a resolution which is in 
the usual form such resolutions have taken for many years. 
The resolution was read, considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to, as follows: 
ant ok God. Benaia to make wd 
.. ͤ Scher onthe ih dag of Marsh ark 
PACIFIC RAILROADS SINKING FUND. 


Mr. PETTIGREW submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


directed to send to the 
king fund of the Cen- 
Pacific 


Mail § Com: 
—̃ to the "Treasury De t by the of the Interior 
en 5 
on the 5th da rer a kot, Together with a copy of the letter of the 
Secretary of Interior transmitting said account. 
AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 


Mr. CULLOM said: Mr. President, a day or two ago I gave 


notice that this mo: , if agreeable to the Senate, I would claim 
> 3 of the for a little While, and I will do so now, 
eparator to what I have to say, I introduce a joint resolution, 


and ask that it may be read. 0 
The joint resolution (S. R. 168) for the extinction of Spanish 
title and the termination of Spanish control of the islands at the 
gateway of the Gulf of Mexico was read the first time by its title 
and the second time at length, as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate and House o; n of the United States in 


Congress assembled, That the extin panish title and the termination 
of Spanish control of the islands at the gateway of the Gulf of Mexico are 
to of those islands and to the people of the United 


Mr. CULLOM. Mr, President, the President of the United 
States, in his annual m „ has discussed at some length the 
vexed situation of affairs in neighboring Island of Cuba. He 
has given to the subject much study, and evidently views the 

istmg conditions there with much concern, His most serious 
consideration, however, is given to the problems which will demand 
solution in the early fu . The magnitude of these problems 
and of the interests involved require the exercise by our people of 
their wisdom and best jud t. The decision of the questions 
arising and to arise, and determination of the cy to be 
pursued by this Government in the near days of the future, will 
command the exhibition of high patriotism, not less than of wise 
action, upon our part. We are already placed in such position that 
some certain course of action must adopted. tever that 
course may be, it must be such as shall give proper recognition 
to the rights, under existing conditions, belonging respectively to 
. It must also teng ts and preroga- 

ves of the world at lar, the nations and the le who 
stand aloof and watch with deepest interest this struggle for inde- 
pendence and for liberty against absolutism. And not the least 
of the responsibilities imposed us as & nation is the conserva- 
tion of our own rights and interests. In fact, this latter is the 
determining factor which must control our course. 

While I am not dis to criticise President Cleveland, 1 may 
properly say that I had hoped he would find occasion to give 
more positive or emphatic expression of the true American con- 
tinental policy, which ought to be invoked in all cases where the 
liberty and independence of 1 the peoples of the American 
Continent are involved. And further, I think we ought never to 
hesitate or delay when the lines of this policy run parallel and 
coincident with those of common humanity. 

If this position shall strike the mind as being too much in ad- 
vance of the conservatism which has heretofore obtained in all the 
schools of diplomacy, I era Seah that that advance is what the 
world is waiting for. Must the opening of the twentieth century 
find free America still bound and held by canons dictated for the 
perpetuation of monarchical power? Under that antiquated con- 
servatism there never would have been erected on the earth the 
nation which we love and to the establishment of which our fathers 
consecrated their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. 

The conservatism which adheres to the precedents born in an- 
cient monasteries and clings to an iron-bound monarchism never 
built a public schoolhouse nor lived in a free land. Humanity 
and advancement travel together, and dwell only in the climate 
of republics. 

All the diplomacy of all the ages never found a way 8 
slavery could be dethroned. It required the humanity of Lincoln 
to break the chains and the progress of the Republic to open the 
prison walls to liberty and make glad a waiting world. 

But to consider the Cuban question and its condition and diffi- 
culties I must inyite attention to some facts of history in regard 
to Spain. The peninsula of Spain and Portugal was at the earli- 
est date to which either or tradition refers peopled by 
the Iberians and Basques. tic tribes afterwards came from 
the northward, and intermingling with the inhabitants formed a 
mixed race who remained in Spain, while many of the Celts over- 
ran the western Spanish provinces and gal, which have 
retained traces of the Celtic blood to this day. At a later day the 
Romans by their 3 SSe subjugated the Spanish ces, two 
or three centuries before the Christian era. The occupa- 
tion of course modified greatly the characteristics of the people so 
long as the Roman Empire retained its domination, which con- 
tinued amidst various struggles for some five hundred years. The 
invasion of the Roman Empire and its Gallic vinces by the 
Vandals and northern barbarians, which took p early in the 
fifth century, was perhaps the most complete saturnalia of wreck 
and ruin, destruction and carnage, known in history. 

The several provinces of the Spanish peninsula were divided up 
among their barbaric conquerors, who thereupon 8 the 
land. Then came the Goths and Visigoths, anda Gothic kingdom 
succeeded and held the country for about three hundred years. 
During this period many of the Jews who had already settled in 
various localities were expelled the country. About the begin- 
a of the eighth century, the Gothic kingdom, having mate- 
rially declined in power, and haying become weakened by the 

owing ascendency of a church and clergy inherited from the 

man period, was deemed fair prey by the Moslems who lived 
in the north of Africa, across the Straits of Gibraltar. The Moors 
and Arabs invaded the greater part of Spain, and captured most 
of the larger cities. In 778, 1 e with a t army of 
Franks crossed the ees and marched victoriously to the River 
Ebro, taking possession of the country of the Spanish March. 

The whole country now known as pew and Portugal was the 
scene of various conquests and revolutions and had its full share 
of crusades and wars of every sort. Different provinces were 
created into kingdoms, had their brief careers, and lived or died 
as the fortunes of warsinnumerable determin The Kingdoms 
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of Navarre, of Castile, of Aragon, of Toledo, of icia, with 
Emirates of different boundaries, the principalities of e, of 
old and new Castile, of Granada, of Murcia, of Cordova, and of 
Catalonia, each had its territory and its sway of much or little 
power during the troublous period extending to the thirteenth 
century. A hundred wars and a thousand intrigues militated 
oe peaceful times within the limits of the Spanish Peninsula. 
the Moors again took control of Granada, and under their 
rule, an era of beautiful architecture, the Alhambra was built. 

During the time in ing between the beginning of the thir- 
teenth century and the discovery of America by Columbus in 
1492, the changes of the greater or lesser dynasties of the con- 
stantly quarreli if provinces of the ponnus were something too 
intricate to recall at this time. The year of Columbus’s great 
achievement, 1492, was also the year of the final surrender of 
Granada by the Moors and of the full confirmation of the rule of 
Ferdinand and Isabella in Spain. 

In 1520, after King Charles had gone to Germany to become 
Emperor, while still retaining his eruel hold upon the Spanish 
throne, a revolutionary organization, in desperation at the oppres- 
sion with which the 8 people were treated, raised an army 
of 20,000 men and levied war against him. This revolution was 
soon crushed and its leaders executed. The insurgents, as well as 
8 were then forced into allegiance to their foreign ruler. 


tt says: 
The Government of Castile, assuming the power both of making the laws 
and of executing them, became in its attributes nearly as absolute as Turkey. 


The several reigns from the Austrian, Philip I, . Pf 111 
Charles, afterwards the Emperor Charles V, Philip II. Philip 
Philip IV, and Charles II, ruling through the long period to the 
year 1700, says a distinguished author 

Fill the cen of national decline, full as it is of erowned idiocy, hypo- 
chondria,and ness, the result of incestuous marriages or natural weakness. 

The and pi us Spanish Empire—its vast conquests, discov- 
eries, and foreign wars me transf into a bauble for the caprice of 
favorites under their successors. 

After a few years of inglorious reign, Charles II, the last of the 
line in descent from Philip of Austria and Joanna of Spain, being 
without an heir, bequeathed his crown at death to the Bourbon 
pae Philip of France, Duke of Anjou, who became Philip V of 

The recognized authentic history of the Spanish Inquisition, 
compi and published in London in 1826, from the original 
works of Llorente, former secretary of the uisition and chan- 
cellor of the University of Toledo, has the following by way of 
preface: 

All the records of the fantastic eruelties of the heathen world do not afford 

picture of hi weakness 


80 u a uman and depravity as the authentic and 
genuine documents of the laws of this Holy Office, which 
Redeemer of the 


— sg to act under the influence of the doetrines of the 
2118 

This agency of murder and administrator of torture in the 
name of Christianity continued in us existence in Spain 
from the reign of Ferdinand and Isa about 1482, until even 
after the beginning of the presen y- Since the year 1800, 
and during the term of the forty-fourth inquisitor-general, Don 
Ramon Joseph de Arce, archbishop of Saragossa, which lasted 
eleven years, twenty individuals were condemned to public pen- 
ance. The curate of Esco was condemned to the flames, but the 
grand inquisitor and the supreme council would not permit the 
execution of the sentence. : 

During the existence of the Holy Office, or Inquisition, 31,912 

rsons were condemned and perished in the flames, 17,659 were 
faraoa in effigy, and nearly 300,000 were condemned to severe 
and terrible penances. The last victim burned alive perished 
about 1760. 

The above is the mildest and simplest statement of a history of 
Spanish cruelty to Spaniards from the day of the discovery of 
America to the Independence of the United States. 

For some three hundred years church and state maintained a 
partnership which signalized its existence and continuance by 
such horrors that a just God might have easy cause to close the 
human account of an entire race of le. Yet during all this 
long and awful history not a nation of the earth ventured to in- 
terpose its veto to the carnival of woe. 

I do not overlook the fact that the modern legislation of Spain 
as spoiled to her subjects at home and in the provinces is a won- 
derful advance over that of former years. I would not consent 
to an act of real injustice to the Spain of to-day, if such were pro- 

no matter what may have been the offenses of the past, and 
It is cause for congratulation that a degree of enlightenment has 
taken the place of much of the ill doing of the earlier days. But 
I must insist that a country which licensed and authorized the 
butcheries of Pizarro and the conquests of Cortez, and which 
ordained the depopulation of Cuba and the bloody marches in 
Central and Southern America, shall not carry on a war of exter- 
mination against Cuba. I have said nothing of the dread career 
of the Duke of Alva in the Netherlands, or of the thousand years 


of concentrated demonism chargeable to the Spanish dominion of 
FV gt andy perunte He peara iagi anena Aa 
not muc quietly permit the domination o ish absolu- 
tism under the very . of our institutions, and hardly a gun- 
shot away from our son shores. That absolutism has 
had its apt training during forty generations of unbridled lust, 
and it could not if it would teach the doctrines of peace or permit 
the equality of man. 

It seems to be a paradox, but 5 more true than that 
the periods of greatest prosperity and g for Spain were those 
when the Arabs were in control; again when the Moors were in 
full power; and still again when the Jews were the foremost race 
in trade and commerce. 

I protest thata le with such a history and such an educa- 
tion can have no just claim to a participation in the control of 
any territorial possession on this hemisphere. 

re may be no warrant in international law for any interfer- 
ence between a government and its subjects, provided that gov- 
ernment belongs to the family of nations, or is recognized as one 
of the powers of the earth. Still, does not the great heart of 
humanity beat in sympathy with the poor souls apparently for- 
gotten by the Master and left to bear the burdens of cruel and 
relentless oppression? Is there no way, no light, no hope? Must 


the brutality of might alone define the offense and mete out the 
penalty, with no human power to whom intercession may be 
made? Oh, Spain! oh, Spain! when shall thy day be fulfilled? 


Was there no loyal Spaniard who would and could, amid all these 
centuries, stay the hand of death or raise the sword of justice 
while there was time to saye? 

Let us turn to Spain in America. I shall speak briefly of the 
career of the Austro-Burgundian rulers of Spain in the treat- 
ment of their colonies on this continent. I shall state in few 
words how, from the baptism of innocent blood with which the 
sons of Spain and the fathers of the church deluged South Amer- 
ica and ico, there have arisen ‘ous states and nations. 
I do not admit that these newer republics, which once owed trib- 
ute to a Spanish mother vena are unable to meet the respon- 
sibilities of self-government. They may make sad blunders, and 
may not come up to the full and high standard which the United 
States of America has set before world, but they will strive 
to reach it. They aim to the noblest, and will reach what they 
are able. I believe to them may be justly applied the motto of 
Kansas: Ad astra per aspera,” meaning To the stars through 
difficulties,” which is a free translation of ‘‘ Excelsior,” the motto 
of New York. And during all their troubles and struggles for 
governmental freedom what enlightened nation anywhere mado 
their hopes and cause her own? None. Not one. They have 
reached the plane of 6 and self - assertion without 
the aid of even the United States. 

Mexico emerged from Spanish control and overturned a French 
invasion without the interposition of the United States or the aid 
of any other country. But I now t that another and better 
ro is about to date to 2 ua 1 — 5 eee . pos 

ay pe sym y for the oppressed an 

weak. I desire to urge and to ADR a policy and the adoption 
of a doctrine for our nation in advance of that which has hereto- 
5 been sanctioned. ae Enon States, by virtue not pak panned 
of our origin, our growth, and recognizing our proud and pro 
place in the honorable annals of the seer y g is the chosen coun 
to put a new chapter into the code of international statutes anı 
to are anew and advanced watchword for the civilized world, 
If we fail to keep up with the march of sentiment and to mold 
into effective law such salutary principles as we solemnly believe 
are just and right, and such as are demanded by the progress of 
mo world, we 1 neglect a high duty and privilege and omit a a 
sublime 3 

While all the provinces which have rebelled and separated from 
Spain have, as I have shown, become 33 and fairly well 
conditioned, ind dent countries, the feeble old mother country 
has gradually into lower and lower estate, Pg per and 
almost ee for existence upon the stolen d levied upon 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, andthe Philippine Islands. Spain continues to 
be what she always has been—a robber nation. I now of 
the nation, and not of her people. Some of the best and noblest 
names of the ages come to us from Spain, where, Lame! go too 
many of them met their sad and melancholy fates. And to-day, 
as well as in recent times, there are many noble men and women 
who owe allegiance to the Spanish throne, who adhere to her 
cause, ema Sree striving to improve and make better her present 
and future, but who can never outlive or wipe out the traditions 
which have established her reputation and fixed her status among 
the kingdoms of the Eastern Hemisphere. 

If we wait for precedent we shall wait forever. If a precedent 
is needed we shail make one. 

We violated every precedent by the declaration of our own in- 
dependence on July 4, 1776. We had no precedent, nor did we 


even ask for advice as to the change in 1789 from a confederation: 
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to a union of States. When we announced the Monroe doctrine 
in 1823, it was in defiance of precedent, and was the determination 
of a rule which has become a law and will never be gainsaid. 

When we announced not many months ago that we should in- 
tervene in the matter of the Venezuela boundary and see for our- 
selves if our rights were to be concluded by foreign dictation, we 
followed no precedent but that of good American common sense, 
And common sense has won. i 

I desire to say in this connection that, although at. the time of 
the action by Congress upon the Venezuelan question, including 
the message of the President of the United States, there was a 
feeling in some parts of the country that the National Government 
was doing wrong, there is no man in this country to-day who, 
in the light of what hassince happened in the practical settlement 
of that question, is not ready to admit that the Government of the 
United States did right and has secured by its action the 8 
tion of one of the greatest principles in connection with the polic: 
of our country in its relations with foreign governments whic 
has been accomplished for the last fifty years. I desire to say that 
in approbation of the result, as I understand it, of a substantial 
. of the Venezuelan question and of a substantial — 
nition by the British Government of what we in this country 
the Monroe doctrine. 

These instances only show that up to this time no assumption 
of authority in regard to American affairs which this Govern- 
ment has made has ever been successfully contested. 

We now have reached the time to take another step in advance. 

We have already proclaimed that the United States will have 
something to soy regen’ matters affecting the American con- 
tinent, and we should now announce that the sree termination 
of 8 control of the islands at the gateway of the Mexican 
Gulf is necessary alike to the welfare of those islands and to the 
people of the United States. 

e present situation can not continue. A population of 950,000 
white Cubans and 500,000 colored Cubans, aggregating 1,450,000 
persons, will never yield and ought never to submit to the blood 
military rule of 160,000 Spani The Spanish element whic 
has always controlled and dominated Cuba since its discovery 
numbers only about one-tenthits population. Columbus declared 
“ this is the most beautiful land ever beheld by human eyes,” in 
October, 1492. Now, in 1896, it is given over to devastation and 
destruction. Within its borders r: a war which on both sides 
is declared to be a war either of tion on the one hand, 
or liberty and Spanish exclusion on the other. This condition 
must cease. The S. , after two years’ war, have failed to 
establish and the insurgents have failed to reach their 
hoped-for independence. 

This war of extermination must stop. 

This Congres of the United States has alread ea by 
solemn resolution the belligerent rights of Cuba, but so oog as it 
has not received the Executive approval it has no force. dif 
it had, it is conceded that some other course must be taken. The 
question to be determined is not fully clear, except that the war 
must cease. Its consideration and discussion involves far more 
than the mere abstract question of the territorial possession and 
ownership by Spain of an isolated or insular tract of land lying 
on the Caribbean waters of this continent. A study of the his- 
toric facts, showing when and in what manner the rich and fertile 
Island of Cuba became the richest and brightest jewel of the Cas- 
tilian crown, is necessary to an intelligent understanding of the 
relations which obtain between the United States and Spain. 
And in much greater degree is it necessary that we should under- 
stand the logic of the events which have led to the assertion of 
the American doctrine by our own country. 

The growth of the republican idea upon the American conti- 
nent, and its spontaneous expansion over both North and South 
America, in the very face of an exclusive monarchical domination 
in the Eastern Hemisphere, has logically and properly forced the 
United States to a declaration of our national policy. The Mon- 
roe doctrine, once almost an experimental declaration, with its 
now seventy years of continued approval, has become a venerated 
principle never to be infrin or violated. ö 

American republicanism has already reached far into its second 
century, and has ou wn and beyond the incidental an- 
tagonisms and unavoidable warfare of ideas which its ap ance 
ep this continentimmediately after the Revolution invited. 

e timidity with which the representative American citizen for- 
merly ik Brean the vicinity of royalty, and the awe with which 
he viewed the at has changed to a self-consciousness and a 
pride of country which yields to no monarchist in the world. 

But with these changes others have come. At the same time 
that America was advancing, and Americans assuming the lead 
on this hemisphere, Spain has been retrograding. That vast area 
in South America and in Central America which once owed alle- 
panao to Spain has passed from her grasp, and has been carved 

to a dozen republics. From Chile to Venezuela nearly every 
state in South America deems itself able to cope with all its Latin 


cousins of Europe, and there is little doubt that a European war 
unjustly waged against any one of the Spanish-American republics 
would now be the signal for a union of them all in the cause of the 
one threatened. these countries which formerly paid tribute 
to apen. have, as occasion offered, declared their independence 
and me self-governing states. Their separate sovereignty 
and independence have been recognized by the world, and the 
ap competent to maintain the same. It may be that the stand- 
ard and quality of their republicanism will be questioned by some 
other nations, but considering the genealogy of their inhabitants, 
and the difficulties surrounding their advancement, it rests not in 
the heart of any citizen of the United States to disparage their 
progress or criticise their growth. 

Let us look at the Argentine Republic and study the instructive 
lesson which it presents. That really wonderful country has now 
a population of about 4,000,000. Its advantages of climate, soil, 
and political freedom have drawn to it an average of 50,000 new 
permanent settlers annually for the last five years. The greater 

ion of these were from the Latin countries of Europe, and at 
east one-third of them came with families. They have merged 
readily into the producing class at their new home, and their ac- 
cession has been marked by a vast and si cant increase in the 
agricultural production of Argentina. t increase during the 


five years last past is aptly presented by the following tables of 
Agricultural exports for the last five years. 


exports: 


The following gives the various items and the value of the - 
cultural exports alone for the year 1894: our 


The total agricultural exports for 1893 amounted to $29,017,405, 
thus showing an increase of $3,502,771. 

It may be interesting also to present here a statement of a few 
other products of the Argentine Republic which have found a 
market in other countries during the past five years, and for 
wub those enterprising South ericans have received pay in 
cash: 

Exported in the five years ending December 31, 1894. 


z 
3 
2 


2,428 1,593 2,597 

51, 086 31,419 42, 487 

2,341 2,079 2,622 

2,678, 909 3,181,237 | 3,954,483 

1, 263, 502 1, 024, 945 | 1, 187, 653 

481 89, 635 41,151 42, 838 

187 192 99 84 

1,784 1,448 1,309 

741 784 857 716 

do... 492 648 1,102 850 
Grease and tallow .. do 17,361 20, 725 19, 066 25, 246 
3 do 474 2,876 2,178 658 
B 70 248 301 78 
do 27,148 24,170 25, 569 36, 756 
PEER do...| 118,405 138, 605 132, 230 161, 907 


The following table shows the number of live animals exported 
during the past five years: 


* Nine months. 


1896. 


Nearly all the asses are shipped to Bolivia; the horses to Brazil, 


Chile, and Uruguay; thesheep to Chile, Brazil, and Great Britain; 
the mules to Chile and Bolivia; and the horned cattle to Brazil, 
Chile, Uruguay, and Great Britain. 

I have not referred to the mineral industry, the wine product, 
the dairy product, the high-wine and whisky product, the mp 
men t of fine hard woods and lumber, or to many other produ 
of which the exports amount to many millions of dollars annually. 

I have thus taken the Argentine Republic and its wondrous 

owth and advancement in material wealth and possibilities as 
a ical of the future of other Spanish-American Republics. 

Took a moment at the Republic of Chile, and glance at a very 
few figures regarding a country of which we hardly know any- 
thing. = 

The volume of Chilean trade statistics for 1894 shows as follows; 
3 trade of the Republic, both 488 555 Lee e N 
8190. ing trade. There was a decrease, as in dn with 1893, 
ee pore in the foreign trade and an increase of $3,096,292 in the coasting 


The Chilean Society for the Promotion of Manufactures has issued a 
pamphlet on the subject of “The industrial establishments in the De; 
ment of Valparaiso,” from which the follo facts are taken: The total 
number of manufactories is 417; the value of the raw material consumed in 
1805 is given at $20,057,573; operatives employed, 12,616, 

Chile has a commercial marine of 191 vessels, of which 40 are 
steamers. The country contains rich gold and silver mines. It 
also produces large amounts of nitrate of soda, borate of soda, and 
iodine, and in the south and center districts has extensive mines 
of co and iron and coal. It has over 1,800 miles of railroad 
and 8,300 miles of telegraph. 

Brazil, formerly an empire, now a republic, is rapidly striding 
forward, notwithstanding the existence of internal dissensions in 

me interior provinces. She has about 8,000 miles of railway 
koa a vast territory. which 1 great quantities of 
sugar, coffee, and india rubber. e exports of rubber alone 
from the port of Para reach about 50,000,000 pounds annually, 
and the same port ships from twelve to fourteen million poun 
of cacao per annum, with much cotton and tobacco. Her mines 
8 largely of the precious metals and precious stones. Brazil 

a public revenue of nearly $70,000,000 and exports immense 
quantities of her productions. 

And so on, the 3 and growing industries of all the 
various States of the southern continent might be recited in some 
detail, but enough has been said to convey the idea I wish to pre- 
sent as to the wonderful capabilities of the southern republics and 
the advancement of their people. Cuba, in her productions and 
resources, in her history, and in the character of her of decay 
closely resembles these countries. When emancipate ‘om the 
domination of tyranny she will outstrip them in the race of pros- 
perity and industry. 5 

I wish specially to emphasize the opinion which I hold, that 
nearly every one of these governments has in some quality or 
another become worthy of the admiration of the enlightened 
world. It can not be denied, however, that there is ground in too 
many instances for the criticism of our peopleupontheinconstancy, 
the cruelties practiced, and the revolutionary spirit which exists 
in some of those States. But with their advancing prosperity it 
can readily be seen that the tendency everywhere is toward 
humanity and decency in social and political affairs. The evils 
which are justly chargeable against many of these people are their 
legitimate inheritance from warlike ancestry educated by cen- 
turies of monarchism to the trade of bloodshed and cruelty. It 
is not easy to transform such a population into quiet citizens, lov- 
ing a quiet life. The very birthright which many of them cherish 
has brought with it into their dail lives the evils of an ancestral 
spirit which will require years of education and association to 
overcome. But republicanism is coming to be understood. The 
success of the Argentine Republic, Brazil, Chile, and Mexico 
under the wholesome restraints of good government and wise 
management have furnished to all the others an example of pros- 
perity which they will not be slow to emulate. 

The lesson shows what can be done, and why should they not 
pee in the benefits? What Buenos Ayres and Chile and 

exico have done may not Bolivia, Peru, or Venezuela also do? 
It is too much to hope that the day of domestic strife and revolu- 
tion has passed, but we may hope that the day of education and 
right administration will have its turn. And if this be true with 
reference tothe weaker South American States, why not with Cuba? 

By what bond does Spain hold Cuba? Not the bond of relation- 
ship and natural affection. Not mere national pride in the posses- 
sion and preservation of territorial or colonial dependencies, That 

ride was humiliated and broken years and years ago when she 
pado farewell to her South American le. 

The only bond which exists, and which by the fiction of ante- 
çedent possession and occupation is held sufficient, is that which 
enables her to levy millions upon millions of tribute upon the 
rich sugar fields of the unfortunate island. The contest of tne 
Cu is a contest for freedom against an absent monarchy 
across the sea. It is a warfare against a ruler who is practically 
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an alien and whose methods are simply those which might shall 
dictate, It is a struggle for the right to live and breathe the free 
air of a good government. 

The colonial dependencies of Great Britain and of other great 
countries are usually governed in a manner to benefit and im- 

rove the welfare of the colony. The government of Cuba by 

pain is merely a tyranny, the 3 power being but a 
machine by Which the profits of the resident sugar grower go to 
fill the pockets of the Spaniard 2,000 miles away. A government 
which years ago suffered dismemberment by the complete sever- 
ance of its South American territories, which has been humiliated 
by their success as independent countries, finds its last claim to a 

rofitable dependency now threatened. The people of Cuba, who 

ve borne oppressions and misgovernment for many generations, 
have invi their oppressors to a final determination, and have 
bidden them welcome to a feast of war and a carnival of desola- 
tion. Right or wrong, the struggle continues, and if we can 
judge by the history of the men of both armies, it will continue 
until the last dollar is spent, the last plantation is ruined, and the 
last machete has fallen from the hands of the last man. The 
e there on either side neither give nor ask for quarter. 
The warfare between Chile and Peru, where hospitals and ambu- 
lance service were not needed after a battle, will have its counter- 
part to some extent on the battlefields of Cuba. The successful 
army will not be burdened with wounded enemies, when a few 
hours of throat cutting will make all quiet as the grave. It is on 
one hand a war to win, and on the other a fight to death, The 
best blood of Andalusia, what is left of it, is deemed not too sacred 
to be sacrificed if need be in the contest with the patriots, the 
mixed races who are risking their all for the li of Cuba. 

_ To the average Spanish 88 Spain is the object of adora- 
tion, but Spain without Cuba is to him the world without the 
sun. The revenue from Cuba has been the chief joy of Spain for 
many years, and if Cuba should now be separated from the . 
throne, the sun would cease to shine apon the Alhambra. 

Cuba to-day is lost to Spain. The public proclamation of Span- 
ish defeat may not have officially and definitely announced, 
but in truth and fact the submission of Cuba will never again be 
yielded as of old. The tribute of twenty-five to forty million dol- 
lars annually, so long exacted, will never again replenish the 
treasury of Spain. Thestruggles of 1895 and 1890 may sadly crip- 
ple Cuba, but they will ruin Spain. Cuba, with its wonderful 
soil and climate, and its oe lon ag capabilities, will regain 
in material wealth and growth under benign influences far more 
than she has lost. The blood of her people spilled upon her soil 
will yield a growth of independent 9 consecrated to 
liberty. This age is not an age of retrogression. The world of 
to-day is not wedded to barbarism in order to perpetuate tyranny 
or relieve tottering dynasties. 

Cuba has a population of more than a million and a half of 
ple, of which over a million boast their white blood and half a 
million are colored, yet the grandsons of Spain who live in Cuba 
and have become identified with the Cuban cause far outnumber 
those who adhere to Spain. The logic of the insurrection means 
liberty for Cuba. What does the world care for the beauties of 
all the castles and palaces in Spain, enshrouded as mey are in the 
cerements of woe, which but recall an awful history instead of a 
ploriona past. Shall it be that the nation where the Inquisition 

ound a congenial home and where the so-called Holy Brother- 
hood was established for the crushing out of life and liberty and 
where manhood and womanhood were made the playthings of 
brutal might—shall it be that the incoming century will chronicle 
a longer continuance of such power almost within sight of the 
unfurled Stars and Stripes? 

An Almighty God reigns still in the universe. All the pe 


subterfuges of princes and nobles, of kings and tyrants, will f. 
them in the day of their adversity. 

A few years ago an Austrian prince of the highest personal char- 
acter was selected by an Emperor of France as the ney by 


which an obnoxious monarchical system should be reestablished 
on the American continent. Louis Napoleon placed Maximilian 
upon the throne of Mexico. A people largely of Spanish descent, 
led by Juarez, a full-blooded Indian, met and overcame the forei 
inyaders, and a noble Republic now stands at our border, while 
Maximilian gave his life as a forfeit for the attempt. The conti- 
nent of America has not proved a favorable soil for the growth of 
monarchies, and the beginning of the new century is not a favor- 
able time for even the toleration of such oppressors as maintain 
themselves only by bloodshed. 

Whatever may be suid regarding our duty as a nation toward 
a friendly power which is striving to suppress an insurrection in 
Cuba, still no one, either in America or Europe, misunderstands , 
the situation. Every humane heart, American or foreign, sym- 
pathizes deeply and sincerely, not with the rapine and pillage by 
which the insurgents in Cuba seek to weaken their enemies, but 
with the spirit which leads them tolook constantly and with ope 
ri at that star of liberty which they believe will lead them 

re. 
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I repeat that Cuba is already lost to Spain. Were the strug 
to siop now, the income to Spain from the enormous exactions she 
ways levied upon Cuba would be lost for some years. Many 


has 

tho of young men of the flower of ish manhood haye 
been sacrificed to maintain the power of a dynasty. Many thou- 
sands of honest, sincere, and loyal boys have left their homes in 
Spain never to return. Many a mother weeps unavailing tears 
for the lad who left her side a year ago, and who now in 
the fever swamps of Cuba. 

As a recent writer says: The story of Cuba is a tragedy.” Les; 
that is true, and it is also true that from the day in 1492 when 
Columbus took possession of Cuba in the name of the Spanish sov- 
ereigns down to this day in 1896, a period of four hundred and 
four years, there has been a continuous tragedy, a history of 
wrong, of deceit, of murder, of every sort of crime and dutrage 
known to man, unequaled on the earth. When the great discoverer 
proclaimed Christianity upon that peaceful and beautiful shore, 
could he have foreseen that for four centuries a constant and never- 
ceasing wail of despair and suffering anddeath were to follow— 
had Columbus known then what we know now, that every foot- 
hold of the New World obtained by Spain would be the scene of 
the most fearful villainies, the most awful and most unheard-of 
outr: he would have forsworn his religion and expatriated 
himself. ‘The history of Spanish colonial domination has every- 
where and always been the same. Whether it was under Pizarro 
in Peru, Cortez in Mexico, Balboa at the Isthmus, or the soldiers 
in Cuba, the policy was ever the same. In a little over forty years 
all the original natives of the fertile island, nearly half a milion 
in number, had been extirpated. Then in 1524 negro slavery was” 
introduced into Cuba by the Spanish rulers. Judging by the im- 
partial record of history, the highest cardinal virtues of the Span- 
ish soldiery were always murder, rob! , and brutal outrage. 
Neither age nor sex, nationality nor religion was spared; and if 
modern histcry is to be believed there is nothing in the 
and awful picture to relieve the Spanish nation from the char, 
of being the common enemy of humanity. The barbarisms of the 
savage tribes of the world for several hundred years were peace- 
ful and childlike in comparison with the barbarities committed 
under and by the authority of Christian sovereigns of Spain. 


The history of Spanish domination in any given place or time | bee 


from the year 1500 to 1700 was one which Satan himself might 


emulate. I have not referred at all to the now-existing contest | and 


waged in Spain's largest dependency, the Philippine Islands. 
Hardly anybody in this country realizes that those fertile islands, 
sev hundred in number, cover 115,000 square miles of terri- 
tory, and contain five and a half millions of inhabitants. They 
have nearly four times the pas of Cuba, nearly three times 
the area, and they export about $25,000,000 of products annually, 
They pay tribute to the same taskmaster, and in in their man- 
agement has harnessed the church to its chariot of misrule. The 
same old partnership of the Cross and the Sword is made the 
agency for their humiliation and enslavement. Spain has still 
another d icy—its penal colony at Ceuta, on the coast of 
i ish colonies this is the most prosperous and 
flourishing. On thi t of desert land the population has grown 
and ame ht eee from Cuba, from Puerto Rico, 
and from the ippines, until now amidst the thieves and vaga- 
bonds held there thousands of the brightest, best, and most intel- 
ligent of her colonial subjects are wasting away their lives as 
litical prisoners. Those who escape the garrote or the bullet 
i Cuba or in other provinces may there live out a few years, 
where their voices are as completely hushed as in the grave. 

It is doubtless true, and I concede, that the judicial and the law- 
interpreting authority in Spain is an able and intelligent depart- 
ment of that Government. I have even doubts if any monarchy 
of the age has preserved amore able judicial 9 than 
Spain, or one where the law at home is determined more inde- 
pendently or resolutely. > 

But this is far different in Cuba. The judicial tribunals in Cuba, 
owing their selection tothe 3 of the authorities in 
have come to look upon their offices not as independent law- 
defining courts, but as mere clerkships of the dynasty in power 
for the simple recording and announcement of the will of their 
superiors. ey have become often mere corrupt bargain-making 
officials who thrive u the spoils which come to their hands, 
and who thrive best when the people at large suffer most. 

The American le are coming to the consideration of the 
Cuban situation as they already have in certain other cases, as a 

eat political question, a continental question, if you please. 

d being a political continental question, it will be decided ulti- 
e 


mately by the continent whose interests are most clearly involved. 
phicall y considered, Cuba can not belong to Spain. A 
line drawn from the south Florida headlands to the mouth of the 


Orinoco places Cuba on the American side. The great Antillean 
sea wh surrounds Cuba and other islands is but an extension 
of the Mexican Gulf, and geographically Cuba belongs, as politi- 
cally it ought to belong, to the American Continent of Republics, 
and not to Spain or 


pe. Geographically Cuba is in Ameri- | 


can waters and politically it is entitled to statehood in the conti- 


nent of CS. ' 

This great continental question, therefore, when stripped of all 
its complications, becomes, in plain and simple lan , Shall 
Cuba be free? This coun: never consent to 8 
mation of Cuba into a slave pen for the holding in servitude of 
the captured patriots and_insurgents who are fighting for the 
dearest rights of men. We will not permit that island, a land 
which has the eral dee for a people of intelligence and 
en to be made the abiding place of death and destruction. 
She lies too near our land of freedom to remain the military prison 
of the most cruel and unrelenting policy on earth. This war now 
being w is ayowedly a war of extermination, or utter crush- 
ing out of liberty on Cuba's 50,000 square miles of territory. Think 
of it! An island which in ordi years exports more than a mil- 
lion tons of sugar and many millions of do in value of other 
products. Has the United States no interest in our own trade and 
commerce with an island from which we receive fully 90 per cent 
of the vast sugar product and much the larger part of all her 
other productions? The interests of the United States,, count- 
ing all things passing between the two countries, reach ae 
$100,000,000 annually, and already this trade has been practically 
wiped out. The Cu exports of sugar alone have fallen during 
the current year —1896— from above a million tons to less than a 
hundred thousand. The tobacco trade is dead. Neither will 
revive until war stops and the Spaniards get out of Cuba. That 
is the only solution of the trade problem, 

It is about time that this free country ceased to be a police 
establishment for the aiding of the most outrageous warfare 
against a 8 ling people. The Spanish Government three 
weeks ago bought shipped for General Weyler numbers of 
mules and horses raised in this country and purchased in Mis- 
souri and other Western States. Under present stringent rules 
23 „ it, every Federal e spy to 

orm 1. — any convey arms or or sup- 
ies to General Gomez or General Maceo, or the Cuban army. 
en are now under arrest in the United States for attempting 
to succor their friends and relatives in Cuba. Has Spain any 
sympathy for or friendship with this country? Americans have 
n imprisoned and punished in Cuba for even expressing sor- 
row for the poor young medical students who were cruelly shot 
murdered in na afew years ago. There is not a family 
of any standing in Cuba which has not lost one or more of its 
members by shon arrest and sunrise murder by armed 
troops, who marched their victims to the place of blood and shot 
them in the back. Iwas shown a paper a few minutes ago con- 
taining a ari geriet hoes of es who ae os e as 
prisoners. w. e n insurgent army, an ot down in 
cold blood. There is no regard in Cuba for civilized warfare, but 
it is murder, and nothing else, on the part of the Spanish army. 
It is stated by the Cubans that during the revolution of 1868, in 
the five years between 1868 and 1873, there were 2,927 prisoners 
executed, and from March, 1869, to November, 1878, more than 
4,670 ms were rted captured and never in heard of. 

In that war the Cubans lost 45,000 lives and the 3 

190,000, and during its ten years’ continuance more thana thousand 


millions 


In the present war, which has lasted about twenty-one months, 
Span eee it yank s 3 aa has put into the 
eld possibl: ,000 men and boys. Spain is beggared to-day, 
and unless he can continue her grasp upon Cuba she will show 
to the world the end of the worst-governed country known in two 
thousand years. 

As I have before intimated, I believe it to be the duty of the 
United States to use the great power 3 to the nation to 
declare and to maintain, as a prerogative of right, belonging gen- 
erally to republicanism, and spooinomiy to this Republic, that no 
charnel house of ruin shall continued in the West Indian 
waters, whose waves. break at our very front gate, any rop 
than the time it shall require to break it up. I put iton that 
pas and on the gro because the world 
z ws, that no ere 

panish army. 
and erasin git 
States, so be it. Have we fallen so low as to have forgotten thè 
sacrifices which men of genius and character and honor made in 
behalf of this country in its days of trouble? Have we fo 
and enshrouded the glarious memory of Lafayette? Have 
turned to the wall the pictures of Pulaski, of Steuben, of De Kal 
and others long since in glory? These men cast their lives an 
their fortunes at our feet that we might succeed. But we shall 
not stand alone in the warfare which may follow in behalf of com- 


mon h Nation after nation make joint cause 
te in such auge and when Wo NAT Miandad wad shall nate 
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made into law the principle, and made into history the fact, every 
other country orth naming will regret its mistake in not partici- 
pating in the humane work. 

The effort can not fail. We shall not wage any warfare for the 
acquisition of territory for ourselves. We shall not claim Cuba 
as a reward for saving her from the slaughter, but we will not 
see that fair island turned again tothe mercies of wild beasts and 
vultures of war whose only stimulus is gain. Cuba libre—free 
Cuba—is the reward, and what a glorious reward will that be! 
Every citizen of the United States will feel that his birthright as 
an American freeman will mean something. Every lover of lib- 
erty the world over will exult in the progress and advancement of 
man. The breadth and stature of individual Americanism will 
be enlarged and ennobled. Society will feel that its doors need 
not be closed against wrong and oppression, for there will be none 
who dare molest and make afraid. A settlement is to be had. 
settlement must be made. The account has been open and run- 
ning long enough—yes, far toolong. To its settlement we ma 
properly invite the cooperation of all the Republics of the Ameri- 
can Continent. But the end of the deyastation must be deter- 
mined. The United States must furnish the occasion, if it does 
not otherwise arise. i 

If other means fail, we may consider the propriety of a fair pur- 
chase of Cuba. That method has had its share of consideration 
under previous Administrations. Itis not that we want the terri- 
tory, but we mean that the trouble shall meet a just settlement 
and conclusion. Let the end come, and come quickly. Let the 
bloodshed cease, and let freedom and humanity be plonger F 

The wisdom and discretion of an American Presi ent and Cabi- 
net can certainly find a way to determine the trouble without 
imperiling the interests of our country or our people. I have 
little choice or preference as to the particular method, but I do 
want, and I know the public expects, a settlement on a humane 
and just basis. 

The United States can do no less than to initiate this effort for 
humanity and liberty. 

I can not more appropriately close these remarks than by givin 
the beautiful apostrophe to our Republic and its mission, delivere 
at Gettysburg in 1869 by an American poet, Bayard Taylor: 

Now, in her seat secure, 

Where distant menaces no more can reach her, 
Our land in undivided freedom pure, 

Becomes the unwilling world's unconscious teacher; 
And day by day benen 
The u en pillars of her palace rise— 
Those Doric shafts, that lightly upward press, 


And hide in grace their giant massiveness. 

* * * * * * s 
Her once war-wasted arm, 

Put forth to shield a sister land from harm 

Ere the last blood on her own blade had dried, 

Shall still be stretched to succor and to guide, 

Beyond our borders, answering each need, 

With counsel and with deed— 

Along our eastern and our western wave, 

Still strong to smite, still beautiful to save. 


Mr. President, I move the reference of the joint resolution to 


the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CAROLINE A. HOUGH. 


Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following report: 

The committee of conference on the di ing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill nia R. 2604) to increase the pension 
of Caroline A. Hough, widow of Brig. Gen. John Hough, having met, after 
full and free conference have agreed to recommend and do recommend to 
their ctive Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the 


Senate, and agree to the same 
2 J. H. GALLINGER, 
WILLIAM F. VILAS 


serener skies, 


The report was concurred in. 
MRS. MARY GOULD CARR. 


Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following report: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R.4354) granting a pension to 
Mrs. Gould Carr, widow of the late Brig. and Byt. Maj. Gen. Joseph B. 
Carr, having met, after full and free conference have agreed to recommend 
and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the 
Senate, and agree to the same. 

J. H. GALLINN GER. 


FRANK J. CANNON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


eee L. POOLE, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


The report was concurred in. 


XXIX—5 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 


BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed 
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 4052) approving 
certain acts of the legislative assembly of the Territory of New 
Mexico, authorizing the issue of certain bonds of said Territory 
numbered 1 and 4; disagreed to the amendment numbered 8; 

d to the amendment numbered 2, with an amendment in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

The m o also announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills and joint resolution; in which it requested the con- 
currence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 3500) to authorize the adjustment and settlement 
of accounts of John Y. Williams; 

A bill (H. R. 4142) to protect settlement rights where two or 
more persons settle upon the same subdivision of agricultural 
public lands before survey thereof; 

A bill (H. R. 7716) to.amend section 1921 of the Revised Stat- 
utes, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff,in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 152) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to use Fort Bidwell for an Indian training school. 


ISSUE OF BONDS IN NEW MEXICO, 


Mr. CALL. Mr. President 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I ask the Senator from Florida kindly to 
yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. CALL. Certainly. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate the 
amendment of the other House to House bill 4052, which has just 
come over. Itis a bill which passed the Senate at the last session, 
relating to validating some bonds of the Territory of New Mex- 
ico. I wish to move that the Senate concur in the House amend- 


ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HILL in the chair). The 
Chair lays the amendment of the House of bp paca be- 
fore the Senate. Does the Senator from Colorado desire to have 
the amendment read? 

Mr. WOLCOTT. No; it is not n 8 

Mr. COCKRELL. The amendment will have to be read. It 
can not be upon without reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the amendment of the House of 
Representatives to the amendment of the Senate numbered 2 to 
the bill (H. R. 4052) approving certain acts of the legislative as- 
sembly of the Territory of New Mexico, authorizing the issue of 
certain bonds of said Territory. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I beg to state to the Senator from Colorado 
that I can not consent that a new bill which has been passed by 
the House shall be called up and put upon its passage in this way. 
Let it be printed and lie on the table. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I think ehe after a statement I shall 
make to the Senator from Missouri he will revise his view of the 
measure. 

Mr. COCKRELL. No, I can not revise it. It isa new bill. I 
recollect the Senate bill very well, and this is an entirely new 


measure. 
Mr. WOLCOTT. Iwill say to the Senator that it is identicall 
the same bill except that it does rode, Bitar the objection which 
the President had to the measure. He was of opinion that the 
restrictive clause at the end prevented the operation of the bill. 
In other ects the bill is identical with the bill passed before, 

Mr. COCKRELL. Just let it be printed and lie on the table. 
I do not want to have it referred. 

Mr. WOLCOTT, Very well. It has been to the committee of 


this body. 
Mr. COCKRELL. It can be called up to-morrow. I can not 
a the run of it from the reading, and wish to have it in print. 
r. WOLCOTT. Very well. i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamendment will be ordered 
printed, and it will lie on the table for the present. 


AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 


Mr. CALL. I ask the indulgence of the Senate in order that 
the joint resolution which I introduced yesterday morning may 
be laid before the Senate and read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
joint resolution indicated by the Senator from Florida, which 
will be read. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 164) recognizing the Republic of 
Cuba as a free and independent government was read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the United States of America r 
the Republic of Cuba as a free and independent government and accords to 


p people of Cuba all the rights of a sovereign and independent government 
the ports and within the jurisdiction of the United States. 
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Secretary will read xn uested. 
ollows: 
[No. 67.} 
CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Matanzas, November 8. 1806. 
honor to inform the t that an interview was 
with Osear this morning at 9 o'clock, 
tion taken. (Seeinclosure No. I.) 
The civi 2 sent for me last evening (80 — and informed me that 
les had been transf: 


erred from military to civil 
diction, and that 1 Bias visit the prisoner at date given above. His 
fop Land MeO To be an infeigen t barely 21 of 
an nt young man, iy 21 years 
Soar as a many ome te bent oe ee memory somewhat affected. “If 
his statement can prode corroborated by his friends in Key West and elsewhere 
Bence with fe governor of this province can him 


to secure his release 8 
Any instructions or 8 tive to this case would be greatly 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 


A. C. BRICE, 
United States Consul. 
Hon. WILLIAM W. ROCKHILL, : 
Assistant Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 


{Inclosure No. I.] 
e eee of Oscar Cespedes [ J. with references. 
‘erences s given Ley Wert; Ar Oscar de : Mr. Hiram Seym 
Mr. B. P. „furniture dealer, 


Angelo Figueredo, redo, at Mr. Gal 
eredo, a! o's 
nando Fersan; mayor of West ; Mr. 

(father of Oscar), formerly mayor of Key West about eighteen years ago. 


DEPOSITION OF OSCAR DE CESPEDES, TAKEN AT THE JAIL AT MATANZAS, 
BER 3, 1896, 


Tam a native of Key West, Pla: 20 years of age; came to Cuba on the 3d 
oean: , 1896, on board the tu eee 


e them pin aa on a horso an — 
wa Macurijes, leader horse 

barrel of his rifle the blows meant for the goons I was 
Macurijes two days and finally brought to Matanzas and 5 
. my I was sent to the infirmary of 


the te. 

I am a native-born ‘American citizen, and do hereby declare under oath that 
I came to Cuba, as bef . Ihave been in nowise 
.. wag apa ae Cuba, and ask that my early 


release be 5 Government the United States, 
I further state that TTT 
C very much broken down, and 


hopeless of lifi 
Thave been fairly treated at the jail infirmary. 
(Signed) OSCAR DE CESPEDES. 
Before me, 3 at Matanzas the day and year 
first above written. 


(Signed A. C. BRICE, 

: United States Consul. 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES oP AMERICA, 
Matanzas, Cuba. 


DEET same having been d —.— N 
5 ee eee eee — figure for 


L whereof I have hereuntoset my hand and the seal of this con- 
palate at Matanzas, the 3d day of October, 
[ezar] . A. €C. BRICE, 
United States Consul. 
Mr. CALL. Task the Secretary to read the letter of Dr. Moreno. 


The Secretary read as follows: 
West Tampa Crry, FLA., December 5, 1396. 

DEAR CALL: Another American citizen is imprisoned in Habana jail. He 
was arrested in Mangas and conducted to Habana. His name is José Gon- 
gales, an old man, also is deaf. He is a naturalized „ 
sided in Philadelphia for 88 1 With ith cigar manufacturing. 
brother has written me from y investigate the an 
through the Secretary of State. 

in Matanzas, will 


Oscar, Cespeves, a native = as West, and im 
be tried by court-martial, I read to-night in the Florida 
. Will take? Will it be favorable to 
Cuba? And the Senate? 
M. R. MORENO. 


I am, very truly, yours, 
Hon. W. CALL. 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 
Mr. CALL. Mr. President, since I have been a member of the 
Senate, for the last eighteen years, I have been introducing reso- 
lutions at every session for some action on the of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States which «would relieve the Island 
of Cuba from the difficulties of the government under which she 
has existed up to this time. I have pr ed that she should be 
acquired een — not annexed to this country, but rendered 
the guaranty of her bonds by the Government 
ndent by States. I have urged ye negotiations should be 
Seatieated by which some method o the island and 
of developing its resources under good t 3 be 
resorted to. I came to this Dod E13 


of the ten years’ war, which terminated in 1878-79, Ane WaR 
presented to the world the evidence of a united people 
eee their own AO ue tus COA MAAE ot tan: 


8 in that long of time a capacity to defend 

to establish by force a government of their lon and 
She nae Gauls ee down their arms only by 

of autonomy or self-government, through which People of of 
Cuba sh be enabled entirely to govern themselves 

trol their own affairs. 


3 and the same condition of things continued 
in the island. 


of revolt, of ition to the rule of 
the Spanish amo continued. Whether or not it was justi- 
fiable is not the question for us to consider. It is a fact that here 


are a le who for the last twenty-five years have determined 
to e themselves independent, and now, after a period of three 
years, are in possession of nearly two-thirds of the territory of the 
island, as the President himself states. The President, in his 
message, with the singular felicity of expression which belongs to 
him, says that we must continue to wait. He says: 


Until we face the contingencies me een ace gern king yg ag pee van, oe 
dents imperatively changed, we continue in the line of conduct here- 
tofore pursued. thus in all circumstances exhibiting our obedience to the 


uirements of public law and our ‘01 
— 3 —— r the duty enjoined upon us by 

Mr. President, what reason can be given for not some 
action g the fact that here are a people who have estab- 
lished a ck fot thexanelven? Who has a right to say that 
because it is or is not a civil government, but a hin, rie Dri 
ment, it shall not be recognized? 

In what gs of the public law of nations is the proposition 
contained that a people cae not establish a military government? 
What is Russia; what is Germany; what are all the autocratic 

upon mili- 
power -u 


tion — — —. or not those nied gover by 25 aba de But 
government; e question 


we am of the illustrious characters whom she has given to the 
wor 
tues of womanhood? What of the greatest soldier and captain 
named in all history, the great Captain Gonsalvo de Cordova? 
What of the conquest of the French in Italy? Of him the great 
Captain Prescott, in his history of Ferdinand and Isabella, says: 
With this 8 force we shall then see the 2 of me con- 
Snot and th a — — ger of France = anan 


Potroduced 18 ti in the arms and d of the soldier: and 
ization completed of that mi and discipline of t the Saniah soldier 
French writer as irresistible in 8 and impossible to per 5 


carried the banners of Spain victorious for more than a century over the 


most distant parts of Europe. 


What of that splendid scene described by Washington Irving 

in the Siege of Baza in Granada in these words: 

As the host drew nearer they ee aa 

attired, whom they soon discovered t 8 ewe on & 

— —— o ter, the 
splendid in her array, and on left venerable 


Spain. “A noble train of ladies and cavaliers followed her, 


pages esquires and a numero 

arrayed in superb armor. When the a tench rodney — held 
Queen Isabella, arriving in state to take up her residence in 

the camp, his heart failed him; he shook his head mournfully, and, 

to his captains, “ Cavaliers,” said he, the fate of Baza is decided!” 

What picture of greater heroism does history paint than this? 
We have nothing todo with the question of Spanish history. We 
are now considering in this resolution what is the duty of the 
Government of the United States to its own people, not to human- 
ity. I confess there is a duty that every government owes to hu- 
manity, even at the riskof war. Thereare higher considerations, 
but the question now is, What duty does this Government owe to 
Ha — deere 20 eee relations with Cuba? How 

we protect the citizens now languishing in prison 
how Cespedes, taken without arms, taken without participation 
in the war against S , confined for months without a trial? It 
may be that the necessities of military government in Cuba may 
furnish some kind of excuse, but they afford no relief to this Gov- 
ernment from its duty. 

These are but a few instances; hundreds of American citizens 
have been la for months and months in the jails and 
castles of Cuba, and have been rted to Ceuta—American 
citizens entitled to the protection of this Government. Taking 
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possession of Cuba will not relieve those American citizens, nor 
will the declaration of this Government that we the 
in mdence of Cuba. That is a different subject. But how 


shall we prevent the destruction of American commercial rights? 
By recognizing the only power that over two-thirds of that d 
can protect the American citizen and the property of the citizen of 
the United States found there, ; 

That is the statement of the President. Thatistrue, For three 
years the interior of that island has been under the dominion of 
the insurgent forces organized as arepublic. What justification, 
then, in the light of this fact can there be for not 8 the 


pro of the citizens of the United States acq under treaty 
regulations? What better ent for the passage of this reso- 
lution is there than the fact that Spain is impotent to enforce the 


rights of American citizens in the territory of Cuba? We may 
demand of Spain indemnity; we may insist that she shall give the 
protection needed; but how can she do it when she is compelled to 
withdraw her forces and to maintain them in the garrisons and 
the cities of the Gulf? A : 

Mr. President, the first duty of this country is to ct its 
citizens. How was it in the case of the Virginius? t did the 
Government of Great Britain do? They demanded at the muzzle 
of the cannon that there should be delivered to them the subjects 
of Queen Victoria who had been captured, while our own people 
were left to be the victims of arbitrary power. Andso history has 
come on down. The reproach does not belong to this Adminis- 
tration alone that we have not protected and are not tecting 
the citizens of the United States and the property of the citizens 
of the United States. This same proposition of the President was 
made during the Administration President Grant—I say it 
with no kind of reproach—but the same proposition of delay, de- 
lay until some contingency existed in which the power of the 
Spanish Government was entirely exhausted. And here, now, after 
the lapse of twenty years, after a three-years war, after the 
maintenance of the organized government, we are still told that 
we must still remain quiet; that we must not acknowledge that 
which is a fact—the power of those people to exert government 
over two-thirds of that island, and protect the property of Amer- 
ican citizens there, and the lives of American citizens there. 

Mr. President, I can see no reason whatever for failing to make 

mptly this recognition of an existing fact, the . of 
Gane and giving to it as a government the same ng ts that are 
accorded to Spain in the ports and jurisdiction of the United States. 

If you do not choose, you need notamend your neutrality laws. 
Cuba does not need anything but the privi to enter into the 
ports of the United States and purchase arms and munitions of 
war. She needs no organized forces from here. She is able to 
maintain herself, and if she were not that is not our concern. It 
is sufficient for us that they have an o ized government; that 
they maintain dominion over two-thirds of the island; that they 
confine the Spanish Government to the garrison towns upon the 
coast; that with all the powers of Spain ata distance of 3,000 miles 
it has been foundim ible to subjugate the revolutionists. The 
President himself gives the reasons why. The reasons lie in the 
character of the country, in the fact that a guerrilla war can be 
maintained; that the people can di and avoid the armed 
expeditions that come out in force and harass them; that they can 
do as Fabius did with Hannibal in the days of Rome—harass the 
armies, retreat, and reap’ again until, wearied out, victory is 
accomplished. That is the character of the country, we are offi- 
cially told, That is the reason why this war can not be termi- 
nated by the Spanish Government, and it is the reason "y this 
Government, in recognizing the independence of Cuba, should sa 
to Spain, It is im: ible for you to reestablish, whatever cruel- 
ties you may practice, your government upon the island at a dis- 
tance of 3,000 miles.” : 

The question which concerns us here as the Senate—a legislative 
body representing the United States—is not as to the character of 
the Spanish Government, or the history of Spain upon this conti- 
nent, but it is as to the effect of the pro action in the recog- 
nition of the es sien of Cuba. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of 2 o'clock having 
arrived, the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, 
which will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration 
laws of the United States. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent that the unfinished 
business may be eee Bass: aside until the Senator from 
Florida concludes his remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and the Senator from Florida will proceed. 

Mr. CALL. I shall not occupy much of the time of the Senate, 
Mr. President. 

+ I maintain that wherever a people have organized a revolution 
beyond that of a riot, an insurrection, and have nized a gov- 
ernment which shows its power of maintaining itself by assertin 

its dominion and control of any considerable portion of the hem 4 
tory of a state for any considerable period of time, they have a 


right to ition as a government whether they shall ulti- 
mately su or not. 
With what power can a t treat for the protection of 


the property and life of its citizens or subjects unless it be with 
that power which can nonen them, which has subverted the legiti- 
mate and regular authority? If this be not true, it follows that 
— remain un „With nothing ae 5 indem- 
nity or damages against perhaps an irresponsible and failing power. 
How will Spain with how diminished resources ever be able to 
indemnify t e of the United States for the $50,000,000 of 
money inv in the estates and plantations of Cuba? How will 
Spain indemnify the people of the United States for the citizens of 
the United States rted to Ceuta and there for life sentenced 
to penal labor and co ent? 

. Mr. President, there seems to me to be no two sides to the ques- 
tion of the duty of the Government of the United States to recog- 
nize the ind ence of the Island of Cuba and its Government, 
and to accord to them all the rights that bel to an independ- 
ent nation in the and jurisdiction of the United States. It 
is not a question for us to consider whether or not that will lead 
to war. Ido not believe it will. Itis a recognized right of na- 
tions to do this. There is no right on the pet of Spain and no 
legitimate cause of offense. Really it is to her interest that the 
Government of the United States should take this action, and that 
in some form the war should be terminated without further ruin 
and further destruction of p , and without further excite-, 
ment of the people of the United States by the continued imprison- 
ment of American citizens without sufficient cause. 

So, Mr. President, I urge that the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions shall at an early day report this proposed action, which will 
be sufficient to accomplish the purpose without going any further. 
Cuba has the power, she has the force, she has the heroic senti- 
ment prevailing among her people, however uneducated, how- 
ever ignorant. She presents a spectacle to the world of a people 
fighting without pay, without rations, without clothing—volun- 
teers animated 0 8 principle alone. The people of that 
island, natives of Cuba, however ignorant, have shown a hero- 
ism yia is equal to that of their ish ancestors generations 
gone by. 

With these observations, Mr. President, I ask for the reference 
of the joint resolution to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint resolution will be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, if there be no 
objection. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. l 

The following bill and joint resolution were severally read twice 
of their titles, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 3500) to authorize the adjustment and settlement 
of accounts of John Y. Williams; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 152) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to use Fort Bidwell for an Indian training school. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the mittee on Territories: 
A bill (H. R. 7716) to amend section 1921 of the Revised Stat- 

utes, and for . and 

A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ri of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system. 

The bill (H. R. 4142) to protect settlement rights where two or 
more persons settle upon the same subdivision of agricultural 
public lands before survey thereof was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

, PROPOSED RESTRICTION OF IMMIGRATION, 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 7864) to amend the igration laws of 
the United States, the pending question being on the amendment 
reported from the Committee on Immigration. 

2 CHANDLER. I ask for a vote upon the committee amend- 
men 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on ing to 
the amendment of the committee. The amendment has been read, 
the Chair understands. 

Mr. LODGE, The committee amendment is simply in the na- 
ture of a substitute. It has been read. 

Mr. SEWELL. I desire to offer some amendments to the com- 
mittee amendment. ; 

Mr. LODGE. The Senator from New Jersey desires to offer 
amendments to the committee’s bill, but that can be done after we 
vote upon the committee amendment. 

Mr. GIBSON. I suggest to the Senator from Massachusetts 
that this entire question go over or be temporarily laid aside with- 
out prejudice until after the holiday recess. I make this sugges- 
tion to the Senator from Massachusetts for what I conceive to be 
amost excellent reason. The report of the Commissioner-General 
of Immigration, which has er been placed upon the desk of 
each Senator and is not yet published in its entirety, will afford 


information which I opine will very materially determine the 
minds of Senators upon this question who have not had an o 
tunity to give it consideration, and to whom it will be 8 


Which the Senator from 
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operly to present the question at the present time without the 
N thus afforded in the report. 

I make the suggestion from a consideration of the further fact 
that there are several Senators who desire to be heard on the bill 
who are not now prepared, but who will be prepared at the time 
designated. Therefore I most earnestly ask the Senator from 
Massachusetts that he will accede to what I regard as a reasonable 


uest. 

Ar. LODGE. I have acceded to request after request for the 
delay of the bill. The delay pro , I conceive, would have the 
effect of ultimately defeating the bill. All the speeches to be made 
of which I had any knowledge were made upon the bill at the last 
session. At the request of the Senator from Maryland it was put 
over again and again, and finally I allowed it at his request to go 
over from one session to another. 

The report of the Commissioner of Immigration is here. We 
have all had copies of it. It contains nothing directly affecting 
the bill beyond a strong argument from its statistics in its favor. 

This is a very important measure. Both parties favored the re- 
striction of immigration in their platforms. There is a great 
demand from all parts of the cona for action on the bill. 

I know of no opposition to the bill except that which emanates 
from the steamship lines directly interested in the carrying of 
immi ts. Ihave no desire in the world to do anything to 
affect adversely the business of the steamship lines running to and 
from the United States, but I think the question of immigration 
is far more important than the interests of a company engaged in 
any business. 

e bill has been long before the country. It is an extremely 
moderate measure. It does not go nearly as far as go the demands 
in the many petitions which have come in. Iam very desirous to 
get a vote upon the bill as soon as possible. 

I have no wish to delay the Senate. I do not know of any fur- 
ther arguments that are to be made. There are a number of 
amendments which Senators desire to offer, and which can. be 
offered after the substitution of the Senate bill for the House bill 
has been voted upon. 

I feel it my duty, as it is the wish of a majority of the commit- 
tee, to press the bill to a vote at the earliest possible time. I do 
not ‘eine to do anything in the least discourteous to any other Sen- 
ator, but I think that we have made every concession in the way 
of time that can reasonably be asked of us. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. President, I differ very radically from the 
views of the Senator from Massachusetts with reference to the 
advisability of the e of this bill. Nor do I regard from 
the same standpoint the report of the Commissioner of Immigra- 
tion on this question. I think it will be observed by every Sena- 


tor who has the opportunity carefully to read his recent report 


that he differs very widely from the views suggested by the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, and the recommendation in this bill of 
the restriction of immigration. His suggestion is entirely the 
reverse. He says expressly in his report that the great danger, 
husetts has so carefully and elo- 
quently urged, to the institutions of this country from the over- 
crowded condition of the foreign population is the reverse, and 
that instead of there being an overcrowding of foreign immigra- 
tion there is a decrease each year under the wise and healthful 
laws already provided upon our statute books of foreign immigra- 
tion, and that to-day there are only 50 per cent of the foreign 
immigrants who came to this country since 1820 remaining; they 
have died or they have gone back to the country from whence 
they came. 

So far as having availed myer of the courtesy of the Senator 
from Massachusetts with reference to extending the considera- 
tion of the bill from the last session to the present is concerned, 
I am to-day first advised of it. I thank him, however, for the 
suggestion which he now makes. With reference to his courtesy 
for such extension, I had credited that fact to an entirely different 
source. 

Be that as it may, however, Mr. President, I again urge that 
the request I made, if not acquiesced in by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, shall now be put inthe shape of a motion, that the bill 
with the amendments 1 shall be temporarily laid aside, 
N until after the holiday recess. 

Mr. LODGE. I have read the report of the Commissioner of 
Immigration. That is all I desire tosay. He suggests several 

of amendments and changes and improvements in the law 
which it would take weeks and months to perfect into a bill. 

The argument that I referred to when I said that.he made the 
strongest argument in behalf of this bill was that if the bill had 
been a law 75,000 immigrants who have come to the country this 
year would not have entered. We all know there are a great 
many persons in this country to-day unemployed. We differ as 
to the reasons for that fact, but we all deplore it, and we certainly 
are not going to benefit the condition of those unemployed persons 
or to make their numbers any less by opening our gates without 
restriction, as we do, to the unemployed of all the rest of the world, 

I should like to ask if the motion is to postpone toa day certain. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair would suggest that 
the motion made by the Senator from Maryland is not quite in 
order. The Chair understands that the motion to postpone must 
be either indefinitely or to a day certain. The Chair would sug- 
gest to the Senator from Maryland that he modify his motion so 
as to move to postpone the bill to a day certain—say the first 
Monday in January. Then the motion would be in order. 

Mr. GIBSON. I will do so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will then regard that 
motion as Saas: 

Mr. LODGE. The motion, I understand, is to postpone the 
bill until the first Monday in January. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the pending motion. 

Mr. LODGE. On that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GIBSON. I desire, before the yeas and nays are called, to 
subjoin to the remarks which I made a few moments ago with 
reference to the necessity for the restriction of immigration, that 
the States of this Union are not demanding the restriction sug- 
gested by the Senator from Massachusetts. I know nothing of 
what may be the interests of the steamship companies. I do not 
represent the samah p companies on the floor of the Senate. 
Let their interests be what they may. 

But what I do mean to say, Mr. President, is that one of the 
States of this Union, one of the most flourishing and prosperous 
States in the American Union to-day, the State which I have the 
honor in part to represent in the Senate of the United States, has 
in its history never more than now demanded that there shall not 
be the restrictions upon immigration which are sought in this 
measure, deeming even those which already exist as prejudicial 
to a very great extent to the interests of Maryland. 

But in addition to what Ihave suggested, Maryland, by its last 
act of assembly, has added larger powers to its board of immigra- 
tion, and sends abroad every year an agent ata salary of $5,000 
or $10,000 a year to invite immigration to the State, which now 
has a popo Raon, I think, of 105 to the square mile. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President—— 

Mr. LODGE. If the Senator from New Hampshire will allow 
me, I desire simply to disclaim any idea that I suggested that the 
Senator from Maryland represented the steams ip companies, 
All I said was that the fo ose from outside—all the opposition 
I had heard of or could find—emanated from the steamship com- 
panies. I have not heard of it in any other quarter. 

Mr, CHANDLER. Mr. President, I ask the Senator from Mary- 
land to withdraw his motion to postpone. I do not think the 
Senator ought to begin to oppose this bill by af motions. 
The motion he has made is a dilatory motion. The bill was post- 

ned yesterday to accommodate the Senator’s colleague. The 

mator himself knows perfectly well what this bill is. He made 
an ey ey and elaborate anaes against it during the recent ses- 
sion. The Senator knows that there is very little time before Con- 
gre between now and the 4th of March, and while Iam glad to hear 
he arguments of the Senator, and glad to hear the argument he 
has just made against the bill, I think he ought to concur with 
the friends of the bill in See its consideration. 

Let us have the debate which Senators choose to inflict upon the 
Senate, and let us have such amendments as Senators choose to 
offer; but let us go on with the bill and get it out of the way, in 
order that other important legislation may be considered. 

I ask the Senator why he wishes to make a dilatory motion? I 
ask him in all kindness, and paying the tribute of my respect to 
the fidelity of the Senator to his public duty on all occasions, to 
withdraw his motion and not to get in the way of the decent and 
orderly consideration of this bill. f 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. President, the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire asks me why I make a motion which, in his judgment, is 
3 in this connection. I do not agree with the Senator from 
New Hampshire in his sug ion as to a dilatory motion, so far 
as the proposition which ve submitted to the Senate is con- 
cerned. I regard as dilatory a motion made for no purpose except 
for the purposes of hindrance ordelay. Iam not filibustering. I 
have stated expressly that the request which I at first appealed to 
the Senator from Massachusetts to concede, and which I afterwards 
presented in the shape of a motion, which I will now make, to post- 
pone to a day named, was not made for the purpose of delay, but 
was made for the purpose of securing time for an intelligent ap- 
preciation of the merits of this measure, which intelligent appre- 
ciation can only be had in the shape of information which comes 
from the source recognized by Congress as the proper one—the 
report of the Commissioner-General of Immigration to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator has the recommendation of the 
Commissioner-Genera] of Immigration, and of his two associates 
who were on the co:nmission to inquire into this subject, infavot 
of an intelligence qualification. They are in favor of this bill. 

Mr. GIBSON. That. I submit, is a question which must be 


pee upon by the Senate itself, and not to be accepted on the 
dixit of either the Senator from Massachusetts or the Sena 
m New Hampshire. I do not agree with the suggestion of 
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Senator from New Hampshire as to thereport of the Commissioner- 
General of Immigration. Fal es 

Mr. CHANDL If the Senator will allow me, my point is 
that we want the Senate to pass upon it; we want the Senate to go 
right on and consider this bill; and when the Senator says we are 
going to get any further light on this subject to be given by the 
report of the Commissioner-General of Immigration, which has 
been brought into the Senate and is now being printed, he is not 
serious; he is jocose. The Senator knows as well.as any other 
Senator here that we have all the information we want to pass 
upon this bill except such speeches as Senators choose to make. 
So, in all sincerity and good faith, I ask the Senator to withdraw 
his motion and let us go on with the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. GIBSON. Irepeat, Mr. President, that the statement made 
by the Senator from New Hampshire as to the contents of the 
report of the Commissioner-General of Immigration will not be 
borne out by the report itself, and it is an intelligent 8 Shir 
sion of that report which I ask, and which can only be had by 
other Senators, who have not had the same opportunities for infor- 
mation as the Senator from New Hampshire, who got the first of 
the advance copies of the report. 

This report of the Commissioner-General of Immigration puts 
an entirely different light upon this question from that presented 
by the report of the committee as made by its chairman, the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, and I have asked, not in the sense of 
being jocose, but in the sense of never being more serious in my 
life, upon a subject which demands the attention of the Senate of 
the United States, that the opportunity to do that which I ask 
shall be afforded. 

I have added to that also, Mr. President, the further suggestion 
that there are Senators upon this floor who desire to be heard upon 
this question. Even if that request under ordinary circumstances 
Wend be sought to be denied, under the circumstances surround- 
ing this case, where there is no necessity for haste, no necessity 
for the rapid course which is asked at the hands of the Senate at 
this time, I ask that this motion shall prevail. 

I therefore renew the motion to postpone to a day certain in 
January, when the Senate shall meet—I have not the Calendar 
before me, but will say after the holiday recess, the first Monday 
in January. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I want to call the attention 
of the Senator from Maryland to the report of the commission 
appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury, consisting of the 

mmissioner-General of Immigration, Mr. Stump, from the Sen- 
ator’s own State; Dr. Senner, the commissioner at the portof New 
York,and Mr. McSweeney, secretary tothe commissioners, Their 
report is dated October 7, 1895. 

. GIBSON. Will the Senator from New Hampshire yield to 
me a moment for the purpose of requesting him to advise the 
Senate that the report from which he now reads is not the last 
report of the Commissioner-General of Immigration? 

Mr. CHANDLER, It is not, Mr. President; but it is the expres- 
sion of the opinion of Mr. Stump, Dr. Senner, and Mr. McSweeney 
on the 7th of October, 1895, in which they recommend in the con- 
clusion of their report the adoption of the intelligence clause. 
They say nothing more than the ear ee the immigrant to read 
and write in his native tongue should be required, and that such 
a requirement would exclude only such immigrants as are unde- 
sirable for other reasons, and conclude.as follows: 

There is no doubt that the introduction of the cag | test would greatly 
facilitate the solution of the immigration problem, and do more than any 
one thing to lessen the present 5 88 147 — aversion to immigration. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HERMAN STUMP, Chairman, 

Dr. J. H. SENNER, 

EDW. F. McSWEENEY, Secretary, 
Commissioners. 

Here is a report which is not taken back in the current report; 
it is the opinion of those officers still, and the Senator from -= 
land has the gravity to ask that he may have time to familiarize 
himself with the last report 

Mr. GIBSON. No; not myself 

Mr. CHANDLER. With the last report of the Commissioner- 
General of I igration not yet printed, which does not take any 
different ground from the previous report of October 7, 1895, when 
the Senator has not even read that report. We can not wait 
another year for the Senator to read this year’s report, when he 
has not read last year’s report. 

Mr. GIBSON. I beg the Senator’s pardon. I did not catch the 

ew Hampshire made, Will 


last remark which the Senator from 
he do me the kindness to repeat it? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I said we could not wait a year for the Sen- 
ator to read the report of this year, when he has not yet familiarized 
himself with the report of the commission made a year ago. 

Mr. GIBSON. I will leave the suggestion of the Senator from 
New Hampshire, with reference to that proposition, to other 
minds than his own. 


I have read the report from which the Sen- 


ator quotes, but he seems not to have read the rt to which I 
refer, although he is the first Senator in this y who had the 
benefit of an advance copy of it. 

Isubmit, Mr. President, that the report of the Commissioner- 
General of Immigration, which I now hold in my hand, is essen- 
tially different from the report previously made, and the recom- 
mendations which he suggests as submitted by the Senator from 
New 1 have been discarded in the last report, and other 
recommendations made which the Senate has not yet had the ben- 
efit of information upon, and can not have without the report to 


which I refer. 
Mr. CHANDLER. May I ask the Senator in all sincerity to 
read that portion of the report? 


Mr. GIBSON. I will do so; that is what I was about to do. 
Referring to these very recommendations made by the Committee 
on Immigration, the Commissioner-General of Immigration sug- 
gests primarily with reference to the illiteracy of the immigrants: 

The illiterate imm: nt, however, is not to be considered an undesirable 
accession to our population, since he often proves a more honest, industrious, 
pow y citizen than many who come equipped with money and an edu- 
ca . 

Directly the reverse of the recommendations as suggested in the 
report of the Committee on Immigration, of which the Senator 
himself is a member. 

Mr. LODGE. If the Senator will allow me, what I should 
like to have him read to the Senate is the part of the report where 
he thinks the Commissioner-General takes back the distinct recom- 
mendation of last year. 

Mr. GIBSON. do not take my language from that of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. I have not suggested that the Com- 
missioner-General of Immigration recanted anything in the sense 
of “taking back,” but he makes suggestions which, by a parity of 
reasoning with what I have suggested, mean not a recanting, but 
he suggests something different from what has been suggested 
before, and what, in his judgment, he regards as the latest and 
the best informatiou on this important subject which he is so 
largely o with disseminating. 
cr I will gratify the Senator from 

on—— 

Mr. LODGE. What I ask, if the Senator will pan me, is 
that he should read the passage which I understood him to say re- 
verses the verdict of those gentlemen of last year. Last year the 
recommended the illiteracy test as on the whole the best. Now 
want vae orem de read where they say they no longer think so. 

Mr. GIBSON. i have it, though I may not be able to turn m 
eye to it instantly, because I had no idea that this discussion woul 
assume the phase which it has at this time. If such a er fer 18 
not so demonstrable by one interested as I am it is certainly a strong 
object lesson with reference to what I have 1 Sra about other 
Senators who have not had the opportunity to be interested in this 
question as I have. This is the language of the report: 

The immigration laws have been found to work with reasonable satisfac- 
tion, but practical administration has demonstrated the necessity for amend- 
ments and additions which will add to their efficiency. For amendments 
suggested see page 17 of this report. 

Among those suggestions made by the Commissioner-General . 
of Immigration as amendments to the already existing law not 
one word as to the illiteracy test is suggested following the line 
of the bill reported by the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. LODGE. What I want is the sage in which the Com- 
missioner-General takes back the distinct recommendation made 
last year with Dr. Senner and Mr. McSweeney. 

Mr. GIBSON. I have referred to no passage in the report of 
the Commissioner-General where the recanting or the taking back 
of anything had been suggested by the Commissioner-General. 

Mr. LODGE. That is all I desire to have known. 

Mr. GIBSON. But the report refers to suggestions made by 
him which he makes in the shape of amendments to the existing 
law. Nowhere in those suggestions have been found the recom- 
mendations of the Committee on Immigration, but, on the con- 
trary, at the conclusion of those suggestions the Commissioner- 
General of Immigration expressly says in language specific, by 
way of a striking contrast, as I claim, to the report of this Com- 
mittee on Immigration—what? By way of an express answer to 
the suggestion contained in this bill the Commissioner-General 
says: « 

The illiterate immigrant, however, is not to be considered an undesirable 

on to our population. 

Mr. LODGE. Ithink, if the Senator will read the passage asit 
stands, he will find it reads: 

The illiterate immigrant, however, is not always to be considered an unde- 
sirable accession, 

Mr. GIBSON. Did I not so read it? 

Mr. LODGE. I think the Senator left out the word always,” 

Mr. GIBSON. Then I did not so intend. I did not propose to 
add to or take away a word fromthe report. Iam sorry thatthe 
Senator from Massachusetts should have found it in his heart to 


husetts in that connec- 
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make a suggestion which no course of conduct of mine in this con- 
nection, or ever before, has warranted. I have not misinter- 
preted nor misquoted, Mr. President. I would ask the indulgence 
of the Senate 

Mr. LODGE. I merely asked the Senator to read the language 
as it stood. He read is not to be considered” when the report 
8 word always.“ 


GIBSON. The Senate shall be the judge whether or not I 
have departed from the language of the Commissioner -General of 
Immigration. I read again: ~ 
The illiterate immigrant, however, is not always to be considered an unde- 
sirable accession to our population— 
I think that is just the way I read it before— 
since he often proves a more honest, industrious, and thrifty citizen than 
many who come equipped with money and an education, 


Mr. LODGE. Will the Senator now read to the Senate the two 


precedi. hs? 

Mr. GIBSON. win read the ing paragraphs, Tee 
cedin, hs—if the Senator from Massachusetts means that 
I the source of enlightenment to the Senate in this con- 
nection—contain a summary of the Commissioner-General’s deduc- 
tions from the administration of the laws — upon our statute 
books. He says in his report to the Secretary of the Treasury: 

It is gratifying to me to be again able to report to you that I know of no 
immigran coun within the hois now a burden 
upon any A ng heat anh — N 

Mr. LODGE. Will the Senator kindly tell me from where he 
is reading? I asked him to be good enough to read to the Senate 
the two ing paragraphs as to illiterate immigrants, which 
are as follows: 

Fes She Anoye table it appesa thet the, etucsiion of She, meee 
Depaco to the greatest ex 

while the gy meg 
0. 


Switzerland mmark, Sweden, and Germany. 
As exhibiting the close alliance that exists between Corns eed poverty, 
our attention is directed to the subjoined table of the num- 
Ter of immigrants who have been deported as liable to become public charges. 


Mr. GIBSON. From what page of that report does the Senator 
from Massachusetts read? 

Mr. LODGE. That is the one I wanted the Senator to read, 
but it has been read now. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. President, I understood the Senator from 
Massachusetts to say that he desired to have read the preceding 
paragraphs to the one which I had before read, and I was pro- 
ceeding to do so. I have respectfully asked of him the page of 
the report. 

Mr. LODGE. I said the two preceding paragraphs—the ones 
which I have just read. 

Mr. GIBSON. As I understood the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, I will proceed to read the preceding paragraphs to the one 
to which I have referred as the conclusion of the re of the 
Commissioner-General as to the illiteracy test as pnpa by this 
bill. Idid not hear him say the two preceding, but the preceding 
pa aphs, and among those paragraphs passing upon 
all of the laws which are upon our statute books, he says: 


upo any public or private institution. É 
ith some e the physical characteristics of the year’s immigra- 
n 


tly 
bor can 
secure me pp As to occupations, it was composed 
designated as 
The amount of mune: 9 into the country by immigrants was at least 
917.318, and probably was these fi; 
ving less than $30 are 
respectively. Ex 
actually brought into the country, to pod mies gpa 
four instances immigran 


up to invest in small business her ete or to buy land and Build a home 
for their families in the New World. 
* * s * * * 
Assuming that the tide of immigration to and emigration from a country 
ds to the fluctuations in the condition of its industries in exact har- 


wing in 
A comparison of the for the past year ( 828 
the average annual immigration for the preceding ten fiscal years (435,085) 
discloses a decrease of 91,818, or over 21 per cent. Such data as I have been 
able to obtain as to the number of those who annually return to their own 
country, though boy okra only, lead me to doubt seriously that there has 
crease in our fo born on since 1893. 
the large number of arrivals, the public mind becomes 
restrictive legislation; but this 5 would 
be lessened, if not entirely allayed, by a correct enumera of those who 
depart never to return, and of those who come and go each year, engaging in 
work here during the busy season and returning totheirown homes at r 
times, where they can live much more cheaply. In com: 


pressions may be derived from comers Sense 
1890, during which time - 
ese shores, but the United States census reports 


To show how erroneous z 
attention is directed tothe from to 
613 immigrants landed on 


state the actual increase in our f -born in 1890 over that of _ 
1880 at but 2,569,604, or less than half eae 4. 


. 
A eb es i those who died and those who left for foreign 
coun! 

In confirmation of the large which accor to the above 
figures remains here only tem y ma Apri Bes tha ante ee lied me 
by the various tion companies for the year 805, showing that the 
carried back 154,07. 


1 
ht to this coun’ n and 
e ers! te for 


degree of accuracy how many 


That is all I propose to read in gratification of the suggestion of 
the Senator from Massachusetts in this connection; and I now 
renew the motion which I made a few moments since, so that the 
Speer cesar nice eee for yen 5 

ma y upon by the Senate. 

The PRESID G OFFICER. Hine’ Senger from Maryland 
moves that the further consideration of the bill be postponed until 
reap mente re fir January next, on which the yeas and nays have 
been demand: 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LODGE. ore the roll is I wish to make an in- 
quiry. This is a motion, as I un to postpone to a day 
certain in J opt next. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Until the first Monday in Janu- 


next. 
22 iPAL thie roll: 
Mr. BATE (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
3 from Utah [Mr. Browyn], and withhold my vote, as he is 


Mr. BERRY (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER]. If he were present, I 
should vote yea.” 

Mr. CALL (when his name was called). I am with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. PROCTOR]. I do not know how he 
would vote on this question if present. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL], who is absent. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. I am requested by the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. MoRGaN] to announce his pair with the Senator 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Quay]. 

Mr. M (when his name was called). Iam paired with 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN]. 

Mr. MARTIN (when his name was called). Iam paired with 
the Senator from Montana [Mr. MANTLE], and as he is not present, 


I withhold my vote. 

Mr. PASCO (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Washington [Mr. WILSON], but I transfer that pair 
to the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VOORHEES], and vote yea.“ 

Mr. QUAY (when his name was called). 1 have a general pair 
with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGan]. Not knowin; 
how he would vote upon this question, I withhold my vote. 
should vote ‘‘nay” if I were not paired. 

Mr. SHOUP (when his name was called). I have a regular pair 
with the Senator from California [Mr. WHITE]. I do not know 
how he would vote if present, and therefore I withhold my vote. 

The roll call was concluded. 

Mr. CULLOM. I havea general pair with the Senator from 
Delaware [Mr. Gray]. Not knowing how he would vote, I feel 
constrained to withhold my vote. should vote ‘‘nay” if at 


liberty. 

Mr. McBRIDE. I announce my pair with the Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE]. If he were present, I should vote 
“na ** 


y. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Iam paired with the Senator from Iowa [Mr. 
ALLISON], and therefore withhold my vote, not knowing how he 


would vote if present. 

Mr. BRICE. I havea eral pair with the Senator from Col- 
orado [Mr. WoLcott]. I inquire whether he has voted? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He has not. 

Mr. BRICE. Then I withhold my vote, as 1 do not know how 
he would vote on this auroa if present. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon (after having voted in the negative). 
Has the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. VILas] voted? = 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He has not. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Then I withdraw my vote, as I 
am paired with that Senator. 

. DUBOIS (after having voted in the negative). I — 1 72 

whether the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Surru] has voted? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He has not. 

Mr. DUBOIS. I am paired with that Senator, and will with- 
draw my vote. 

Mr. G N. Isuggest the absence of a quorum of the Senate, 
Mr. President. 

Mr. LODGE. The vote has not yet been announced. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. question of a quorum will 


be determined upon the announcement of the vote. 
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Mr. BATE. I have a right to vote under my pair to make a 
quorum, and I vote yea.“ 
Mr. CULLOM. Under the circumstances, I feel at liberty to 
vote, and vote ‘‘nay.” 
: cre I feel at liberty to vote to make a quorum, and 
vo s: nay. * 
Mr. MCBRIDE. In order to make a quorum, I will vote nay.“ 
The result was announced—yeas 13, nays 37; as follows: 


YEAS—13. 
Bacon, Gibson, Pasco, Walthall. 
Bate, Mills, Pugh, 
Blackburn, Mitchell, Wis. Turpie, 
Caffery, Murphy, V 
NAYS—37. 

Aldri: Da Jones, Ark: Pritchard, 
. 

urro c e, Wi 
ricco X N Ison, ` urston, 

e e 
Cannons? Galtnger, Palmer, 
Cier Gear, Sene Wetmore. 
Chandler, Hansbrough, kins, 
ton, A Hawley, Pettigrew, 
oar, 
NOT VOTING—39. 

Allen, George, Lindsay, Smith, 
Allison, Gordon, Mantle, Stewart, 
Berry, Gorman, Mitchell, Teller, 
Blanchard. Gray, Mi! Oreg. T a 
Brice, Hale, Morgan, Voor! 
‘Brown, Morrill, Warren, 
Call, Hill, Proctor, te, 
Clark, Irby, v. Wilson, 
Cockrell, Jones, Nev. rman, Wolcott. 
Daniel, Kyle, Shoup, 


So the motion was not to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on agree- 
ing to the amendment reported by the committee. Is the Senate 
realy for the question? 

Mr. VEST. What is the amendment? 

Mr. LODGE. To substitute for the House bill the amendment 
reported by the Senate committee. 

r. PALMER. I desire to know whether the amendment 
rted by the committee is that printed in the bill? 

Lr LODGE. The amendment reported by the committee is a 
single amendment, to substitute the Senate amendment for the 
House bill. The substitute is printed in italics. I think it would 
expedite business if we should simply adopt the substitute, which 
will then be open to any amendments that Senators care to offer. 

Mr. PALMER. I desire to move to amend the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will inform the Sena- 
tor from Illinois that to the substitute proposed by the committee 
the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEwELL] has y pro 
certain amendments, which are first in order. TheSecretary will 
read the amendments pro: by the Senator from New Jersey. 

The Secretary. In line 4, page 3, after the word “All,” it 
is proposed to insert the word ‘‘male,” so as to read: “All male 
persons;” in line 7, after the word ‘‘ aged,” it is proposed to insert 
the words or minor,” so as to read except that an aged or 
minor person;” in line 8, before the word “grandparent,” strike 
out the word *‘or,” and after the word ‘‘ grandparent ” insert the 
words ‘‘or child,” so as to read who is the parent, grandparent, 
or child of an admissible immigrant,” etc. 

Mr. SEWELL. I desire to offer an amendment. Before the 
word “ grandparent,” in line 5, I move to strike out or,“ and after 
the word “grandparent,” in the same line, to insert child or 
wife.” I understand from the chairman of the committee 

Mr. LODGE. Can we not have order while the Senator from 
New Jersey is making a statement? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Jersey 
will suspend fora moment. The Senate will be inorder. The 
Senator from New Jersey will state his amendment again. The 
. Secretary suggests that he already has an amendment noted to 
the same effect. 

Mr. LODGE. What, may I ask, is the amendment pending to 
the committee amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary has already 
stated the amendment. Will the Senator from New Jersey 
restate his amendment? 

Mr. SEWELL. The amendments which I offer are on page 3, 
line 4, to insert after the word All” the word male;” so as to 
read: ‘‘ All male persons.” 

Mr. CHANDLER. The mistake is that the Senator from New 
Jersey makes a new countin the lines. When he says line 4 he 
means line 7. 

Mr. VEST. We can not hear anything on this side. 

Mr. SEWELL. No; I mean line 4. 

Mr. LODGE. The Senator from New Jersey has a different 
print of the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. I suggest that the committee amendment, the 


Senate substitute, shall be considered as adopted and then that 
these amendments shall be held to be in order after that, which 
would be a much more convenient course. 

Mr. SEWELL. I will say to the Senator from Massachusetts 
that these are vital questions. 

Mr. HOAR. Because the whole thing may be voted down after 
the amendment is aropa: 

Mr. LODGE. As I have said, the whole thing is open to amend- 
ment after the sche ce of the committee substitute. Nobody's 
amendment of any kind is cut off, and it will simplify the matter 
very much if, instead of regarding it as an amendment to the 
5 we substitute the committee bill, and then amend 
that. 

Mr. SEWELL. I have no objection to that course if it is a 


proper one. 
r. HOAR. I ask unanimous consent that that course may be 
adopted. It will save trouble. 

e PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Massachusetts 
asks unanimous consent that the Senate substitute shall be adopted 
and that it shall be open to amendment after it is adopted. Is 
there objection? The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. ELKINS. I wish to offer an amendment to come in as an 
additional section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment proposed to be 
offered by the Senator from West Virginais not nowinorder. It 
will be in order later. 

Mr. ELKINS. I thought the committee were through. I wish 
to offer it to come in as an additional section. 

Mr. LODGE. The amendments of the Senator from New Jer- 
vi ae first in order, I think. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendments submitted by the Senator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MORGAN. Let them be sepor 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Secretary will state the 
amendments. 

Mr. CULLOM. The Senate substitute now becomes the meas- 
ure before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By resolution of the Senate the 
Senate substitute is now before the Senate, to which amendments 
are in order, 

Mr. CULLOM. The substitute is not treated as an amend- 
ment, but as an original bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 

Mr. CULLOM. So that amendments will be in order to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous consent, amend- 
ments are in order. The amendments submitted by the Senator 
from New Jersey will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In line 4, page 3, after the word “ All,” it is 
proposed to insert the word ‘‘male;” so as to read: All male 
persons“ — 

Mr. SEWELL. There are two prints of the bill. The last 
poos changes the numbering of lines, I understand. That should 


in line 7. 
It is line 4, according to the bill 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
before the Secretary. 

Mr. LODGE. Iwill say to the Senator from New Jersey, as 
those amendments really all stand together, that I think by his 
last amendment in line 8, where he proposes to add tħe words 
“child or wife,” he meets the point he desires to cover, and we 
can in that way got rid of the first amendment, to insert the word 
„male,“ which I think would give a more sweeping effect than 
the Senator intends. The committee would be very ready to 
accept the other amendments. 

Mr. SEWELL. There are two other amendments. 

Mr. LODGE. There are two other amendments which the 
Senator from New Jersey has offered. 

Mr. SEWELL. One is, in line 7, to insert the words “or minor” 
after the word aged.“ 

Mr. LODGE. I have no objection to that amendment if the 
first one is withdrawn. $ 

Mr. SEWELL. Another amendment is the insertion of the 
words child or wife” after thé word ' grandparent.“ I will 
withdraw the first amendment if the Senator from Massachusetts 
will accept these two amendments. I withdraw the amendment 
proposing to insert the word male,” and ask that the other two 
amendments may be priser 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, the first 
amendment is withdrawn. What course is suggested as to the 
other amendments? 

Mr. SEWELL. The chairman of the committee, I understand, 
accepts them. 

MOR Ihave no objection personally to the other amend- 
ments. 

Mr. VEST. Does the Senator from New Jersey withdraw the 
amendment to insert the word“ male?” 

Mr. SEWELL. Yes, on condition of the adoption of the other 
amendments which I have offered. 
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Mr. VEST. On what condition? On condition that the other 
amendments he proposes shall be adopted? 

Mr. SEWELL. Yes. X 

Mr. VEST. Ido not understand the Senator'sstatement. Does 
the Senator say that he withdrew the first amendment on condi- 
tion that his other amendments shall be adopted? 

Mr. SEWELL. The committee agrees to adopt the other 
amendments offered, which to my mind are very important to 
the bill as reported. Although I to its bein ss se I 
have since discovered that it would destroy the family relation to 
the extent even of excluding the wife of a man who is an admissi- 
ble 1 

Mr. VEST. Let me put a question to the Senator: Does he not 
think he would separate man and wife if the husband could com- 
ply with the provisions of this bill and read five lines of the Con- 
stitution, and his wife could not? 

Mr. SEWELL. I do not understand the Senator from Mis- 


souri. 

Mr. VEST. How could she enter as the bill stands now when 
it says! all ns?“ The man could enter intothe United States, 
but he would be compelled to leave his wife behind him. 

Mr. SEWELL. My amendment, which the committee has 
agreed to accept, covers that point. 

Mr. VEST. Which amendment covers it? 

Mr. CULLOM. I suggest that the amendment be read. 

Mr. LODGE. The amendment of the Senator from New Jer- 
sey as modified, I will say to the Senator from Missouri, and not 
as printed, covers it. The Senator from New Jersey proposes to 
insert the words child or wife“ instead of the words or child,” 
cp covers the point which the Senator from Missouri has 
raised. 

Mr. DAVIS. In what line? 

Mr. SEWELL. In the last line of the printed copy of my 
amendment, or in line 11 of the bill which the Senator from Min- 
nesota has. 

Mr. PLATT. I ask that the Secretary may read the 8 
as it will read if amended as proposed by the Senator from New 


Jersey. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read as 
requested. : 
The Secretary read as follows: 
14 f h t read and write the 1 ‘ 
JJ7J%CCCoß!!ꝓᷣ!!!!:!:!:!:!:!!:!: !:!!! 8 


rson not so able to read and write who is the parent, dparent, child, 
wife oan admissible immigrant may accompany or fe oent for by such 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendments offered by the Senator from New Jersey. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, it seems to me that this provision 
ought to be confined to male immigrants. The Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. LODGE] in making the report from the com- 
mittee gives as the basis for this Jesiatation that the admission of 
illiterate immigrants debases our citizenship and degrades our 
labor. Now, there are a large number of young women over the 
age of 14 years who come to the United States and who are 
engaged as domestics by the people of this * Under the 
laws of the United States in regard to national suffrage they can 
not vote, and I take it that really at the bottom of this Whole 
question is illiterate suffrage. I do not see how the workmanship 
or the labor of a man who can not read or write debases the labor 
or workmanship of anybody else. If he is an industrious, tem- 
perate, and honest workman, how does his employment degrade 
any other labor in this country? 

We might just as well be frank with each other in discussing 
this question. The great objection to illiterate immigration is 
that it corrupts our suffrage and endangers the basis of our 
Government, which is the virtue and intelligence of the people. 
Besides that, if we look at the tables just furnished this morning 
by the Commissioner of Immigration in his last report, it will be 
found that the number of women who come into this country as 
immigrants is very inconsiderable compared with the men who 
come as immigrants. There are two tables in this report which 
show the increase or decrease of male and female immigration 
during the years 1895 and 1896. Those tables will be found upon 

ge 28 of the Commissioner's report. They show, for instance, 
that from Italy—and I take that as the country which figures most 
conspicuously in this whole question, because it is from Italy that 
there comes the most objectionable and the largest immigration— 
in 1895-1896 there came into the United States 49,980 male immi- 
g and in the same year there came 16,465 women immigrants 

om the same country. The number of women is very inconsid- 
erable, and their coming into this country can neither debase our 
citizenship nor degrade our labor. 

I have said that a furnishes the most objectionable of these 
immigrants, and I call the attention of Senators to a very inter- 


esting table which I have just noticed on page 30 of this 8 mare 
y 


I have never seen the question put in so strong a light as it 


this table. For instance, from Italy there came into the United 
States in 1895-1896, 66,445immigrants, of whom 30,728 were illiter- 
ates, and the amount of money which they brought into the United 
States per capita was $8.75. In immediate juxtaposition to that 
statement is the immigration of Germany, which stands out in 
the strongest contrast to that from Italy. From Germany there 
came into the United States in the same year 24,230 immigrants, 
and out of thislarge number there were but 410 illiterates. Each 
one of those immigrants brought into the United States $38.31. 
Nothing could put in stronger light the difference in the immi 
tion from these two countries. This might be pursued further, 
because it shows that from France there comes a very small pro- 
panon of illiterate immigration; but the amount of immigration 

om France is very inconsiderable compared with that from 
Germany. 

Now. ‘Mr. President, it seems to me that this provision ought to 
be confined to male immigrants. There can be no danger either 
to our civilization or to our labor from allowing these girls to come 
into the United States whose labor is domestic in its nature. I 
can conceive of no reason except an arbitrary one why this pro- 
vision should be extended to women. 

I will renew the amendment which the Senator from New Jer- 
sey has withdrawn, so as to obtain the sense of the Senate upon it. 

r. LODGE. Mr. President, I trust that the amendment to 
insert the word male“ will not prevail. It would create the 
very division of families which the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. 
SEWELL] aims to correct by his amendment. Of course it is per- 
fectly true, as the Senator from Missouri says, that the women do 
not affect thesuffrage. Ithink they affect ve largely the quali 
of citizenship in a somewhat broader way. But the point whic 
seems to me to overrule all others in this consideration is what I 
alluded to a few moments ago when I was having alittle discus- 
sion with the Senator from land . GrBson], and that is 
the great body of the unemployed in sharp e see varied 
estimates of the number of the unemployed. e differ as to the 
causes for there being somany. That there are a great many, no 
one questions. Every immigrant who comes into the country is 
some of the 3 of other lands coming in here. 

I will confess that I am very radical upon this question. I 
should be glad to see immigration stop until every man and woman 
seeking work in this country have employment. Women certainly 
work for low wages, and the lines of work for which they compete 
are overcrowded. I think that that which makes it desirable to 
exclude the male immigrant makes it just as desirable to exclude 
the female immi t. The illiteracy test is 9 effort to 
adopt a test which shall restrict immigration, lower the number of 
immigrants coming to this country, and do it by shutting out the 
most undesirable c. That all persons who can not read and 
write are undesirable, no one will contend. No form of exclusion 
can De senile accurate, but it comes as near to it as any test. 
If Senators will take the trouble to read the very careful analysis 
made in the report of the committee they will, I think, find what I 
say on that point justified. 

his test, if it been applied during the last year, would 
have shut out 75,000 immigrants, according to the last report of 
the Commissioner of Immigration. That is sufficient argument 
forme. I do not see how it can be advisable to add constantly to 
the volume of the employed in this country in that direct way. 
It is simply taking in the unemployed of other countries. 

That the bill is moderate in the view of persons most directl 
interested, is shown by the petitions which I have on my desk an 
which I will have printed with the remarks I am now making. 

Here I have the resolutions of the Protective Labor Union of 
New York, sent to me by J. E. Bausch, in which they say: 

Wh 
an talento ete e ee 
ple, alien immigrants are still flocking to our shores in 2 numbers; ani 


Whereas the effect of the competition of these newly arrived aliens must 


surely be to inflict great hip and misery upon our own working people 


by lowering the wages of some and by depriving others of employment alto- 


gether: Therefore, 
Be it resolved, That we recommend 
First. The ee of the Lodge-Corliss bill to restrict immigration. 
Second. Additional legislation to limit the number of i i ts to 50,000 
a year, and to establish a board for the distribution of immigrants, to consist 
of ten members, to be selected from the various labor organizations. The 
said board shall have power to distribute immigrants to! ties that are not 
already overcrowded with laborers, and to prevent them from taking the 
places of striking workmen, or accepting less than current rate of wages, and 
to return all immigrants who fail to find employment within sixty days after 
their arrival to the country from whence they came. 
Third. An amendment to the contract-labor law that will exclude actors, 
rofessional singers, musicians, and all others engaged in theatrical per- 
ormances, coming here under contract. 
New YORK, November 22, 1896. 
DEAR Sin: The resolutions herein mentioned were a subject-matter for 
discussion at our meeting held on above date. and same were unanimously 
indorsed by the Central Labor Union of New York. 


Very truly, 
7 5 J. E. BAUSCH, Secretary. 


That is one of the labor organizations from which I have lately 
received a petition, 
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Here are resolutions from the United Brotherhood of Carpert- 
ters and Joiners of America. They point out the competition, 
and demand that the number of immigrants shall be restricted to 


50,000 a year: 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., November 16, 1896. 


DEAR Str: At the ninth general convention of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters the following resolutions were unanimously adopted, and I was 
instructed to send you a copy: Š 

Whereas it appears that notwithstanding the . stagnation of trade 
and industry, and the enforced idleness of over two millions of working peo- 
ple, alien ts are still flocking to our shores in great numbers; and 

Whereas the effects of the competition of these newly arrived aliens must 
surely be to inflict great hardship and misery upon our own working people 
by lowering the wages of some and by depriving others of employment Alko- 
gether: Therefore, 7 

Be it resolved, That we recommend 1 

First. The 8 of the Lodge Corliss bill to restrict immigration. 

Second: Additional legislation to limit the number of immigrants to 50,000 
a year, and to establish a board for the distribution of immigrants, to consist 

ten members, to be selected from the various labor o izations. The said 

board shall Have paron to distribute immigrants to localities that are not 

already overcrowded with laborers, and to prevent them from taking the 

places of striking workmen, or accepting less than current rate of wages, and 

to return all immigrants who fail to find employment within sixty days after 

their ee to the country from whence 
ours, 


ey came, 


P. J. MCGUIRE, 

Hon. Henry CABOT LODGE, 

Washington, D. C. 

Here is the resolution of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association; 
with headquarters in Philadelphia. They demand the e of 
a law absolutely prohibiting all immigration of any kind, sex, 
character, or nationality whatever for the space of five years.” 

PHILADELPHIA, PA., December 7, 1896. 


At the annual convention of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association, held in 
the city of Streator, III., July 16, 1896, the following resolution was passed by 
the convent the general secretary of the association was.ordered to 
send a copy of the same, under to the President, Vice-President, Secre- 

of State, and members of both Houses of Congress: 
ereas it is evident to every sigs . observer that the development of 
with the stream of immigration; and 


our country is not keeping 
Whereas it is equi pS eyes that every immi t who lands upon our 
shores is a menace to 


€ and prosperity of our people, occupying a 
overcrowded a 


yan S 
8 of the legislation e or enacted to correct this con- 
stantly growing evil has proven or wi prove efficacious: Therefore, 


Be it resolved, That we call upon our resentatives in Congress assem- 
bled to immediately enact a law absolutely prohibiting all nega irae of 
any kind, sex, character, or nationality whatever for the of five years. 


WILLIAM LAUNER, 
General Secretary of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association. 

I have here a list of the labor organizations and wage earners of 
America who have adopted resolutions demanding restriction of 
immigration, which have been sent to me: Carpenters and Join- 
ers of America, General Assembly of the Knights ot Labor, Pro- 
tective Labor Union of New York 75 Central Labor Union of 
New York City, Farmers’ Congress at e Junior Order 
United American Mechanics of New Jersey, Trades and Labor 
Assembly of Ohio, Cigar Makers’ International Union of Detroit. 

I have also the resolution passed by the Massachusetts house of 
representatives in the spring of 1895: 


Resolution relative to the restriction of immigration. 


Whereas the present immigration laws of the United States debar from 
landing on our shores only a few of those immigrants who are undesirable 
for admission to this country by reason of their ignorance, lower standards 
of living and morals, criminal tendencies, and anarchistic beliefs; and 

Whereas the large immigration of recent years has given rise to unhealthy 
competition in the labor market by the introduction of foreign workmen liy- 
ing under degraded conditions, incompatible with the standards of living of 
American workingmen; an 

Whereas the immediate enactment by Congress of laws for the further 
restriction and stricter regulation of immigration is necessary for the preser- 
saon of our national character, institutions, and standards of living: There- 

ore, 

Be it resolved, That the respectfully urge upon the Congress of th 

nited States the importance of the early n of laws for tho farther 
restriction and stricter regulation of immigration. 

This resolution was indorsed by the Boston Clothing Cutters 
and Trimmers’ Union; International Brotherhood of Bookbinders, 
Local No. 16, and the Atlantic Coast Seamen’s Union. 

Strong measures for restriction are also advocated by the National 
Association of Hat Makers of the United States (New York, Jan- 
uary 25, 1895); Brockton Branch of the Lasters’ Protective Union 
of America (1,100 members); S. W. Emery, director Montana 
experiment station, Bozeman, Mont.; Thomas Thorson, secretary 
of state of South Dakota, Pierre, S. Dak.; J. H. Brigham, president 
directors Ohio penitentiary, Delta, Ohio; Connecticut branch 
American Federation of Labor, Hartford (October 14, 1896), and 
James H. Mills, commissioner of agriculture, labor, and industry, 
Helena, Mont. 

The educational test has been indorsed by the Boston Chamber of 
Commerce, January 22, 1896; Horseshoers’ International Union, 
Buffalo, May 30, 1896; common council and mayor of Duluth, 
Minn.; John M. Haines, secretary Idaho Immigration Association, 
Boise, Idaho; Sewell Davis, secretary Montana mining and immi- 
gration committee, _Butte, Mont.; S. W. Narre: zang, secretary 
South Dakota Immigration Association; D. R. McGinnis, secre- 


tary Northwestern Immigration Association, St. Paul, Minn.; 


Sixth Congressional immigration convention, Aitkin, Minn., March 
17 and 18, 1896. 
Here I have also the resolutions of the Journeymen Tailors’ 
Union of ‘Bloomington, III. : 
Now, Mr. President, I have read these lists and resolutions ran gt 


to show the Senate that the demand from the people who feel in 
daily life this competition goes far beyond anything the pending 
bill proposes. The people gathered in our great cities withou 
employment, who see a constant stream of the unemployed o 
other nations pouring in, know that that is one direct form of com- 
petition with them. They may difer as to other policies in other 
respects, as to the tariff and the currency questions, but there is 
no doubt that they are all united to-day in feeling that this unre- 
stricted pompoen of the unemployed of other lands should be 
prevented. That it affects them, and affects them badly, no one can 
doubt. It is perfectly plain that if there are unemployed here and 
you pour in additional unemployed constantly, you add to the 
chance all the time that our own unemployed will remain as they are. 
That, to me, is the controlling reason for this legislation. That is 
why it makes no difference in my mind whether it be the competi- 
tion with the labor of women or the competition with the labor of 
men. I think at this period we ought to do something to check it, 
On the question of the quality of citizenship I had the honor 
to submit to the Senate some time ago all that I thought it desir- 
able to say on that most important point. But, Mr. President, I 
trust that the Senate, without delay, will deal with these amend- 
ments and will pass the bill, for with those of us who have exam- 
ined it most closely I can assure you, sir, there is no doubt of the 
pressing need of such laws or the great benefit they will be. I 
trust that the amendment to insert the word ‘‘ male will not be 
adopted. 1 think the amendments of the Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. SEWELL] cover all that it is necessary to cover in 
that regard, and I think that the insertion of the word “ male” 
will merely take away from the force and scope of the bill, none 
too great in my judgment at this time. 
£ DL Mr. President, I think if the Senator from 
Missouri will consider the facts and the -p and the char- 
acter of the bill as it stands, he will not feel inclined to insist 
upon his amendment. In the first place, the Senator will realize 
that the proportion of males to females among immigrants is not 
so much greater. On the first page of the Commissioner's report 
the Senator will find that for the present year the total immigra- 
tion was 343,267. Two hundred and twelve thousand four hun- 
dred and sixty-six were males; 130,801 were females. There were 
130,000 females to 212,000 males, and in the previous year there 
were 109,520 females to 149,016 males. If there is an evil to be 
corrected by adopting an intelligence test for admission there is 
not such a difference between the number of males coming and 
the number of females soming as to justify the distinction which 
the Senator wishes to make by which illiterate males are to be 
kopr ont and illiterate females are to be admitted. 
e Senator has assumed that the principal object in requiring 


that immigrants shall read and write their own Ne is in 
order that we may have intelligent voters in this ublic, and 
he assumes that that rule does not apply to women. I beg to call 


the Senator’s attention to the fact that the causeof female suffrage 
is rapidly growing in this country, and that in the Western States 
at the recent election a vast number of votes of women was cast. 
Therefore, the distinction which the Senator is making, if itis a 
good one, is rapidly disappearing. If I were to haye my choice 
as to requiring the absence of illiteracy from only one class, I 
would insist upon it that the women who come here, the girls of 
whom the Senator speaks, shall be compelled to learn to read and 
write before they come, and would allow the male citizens to come 
without that qualification. 

Mr. President, this not a severe bill. Icall the attention of the 
Senator from Missouri to the fact that it will not keep out any- 
one. Anybody can come who chooses, if he will only delay his 
coming until he learns to read and write his own language. It 
only requires persons of suitable age and physically capable to 
learn to read and write, and a man or a woman or a child who 
wants to come here can simply delay coming long enough to learn 
the rudiments of education. I ask the Senator from Missouri if 
that is a very severe qualification. It will not make a difference 
of over three months in the coming of any human being otherwise 
entitled to come. Why should not that be required of the females 
as well as the males who come? 

A man is not the tutor of his own children. It is the mother 
who teaches the children. The children of this country do not 
learn to read and write in the schools. They learn to read and 
write by the family fireside. And who is the teacher? Themother, 
Where is the greatest danger from illiteracy in the families of this 
country? Mr. President, it is in the illiteracy of the mother. If 
the father can read and write and the mother can not, the children 
will grow up in ignorance. But if the mother can read and write 
she teaches her children to read and write in the sanctity of her 
home, With this requirement as to the women who come here 
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we may be sure that the little children who grow up in the fami- 
lies of the immigrants will learn to read and write, not because 
the laws of the country compel education, as the laws of many of 
the States do, but because through the pride and the love and 
affection of the alien mothers who come here their children will be 
taught the elements of education, which will make them good men 
and women, and which will make not the voters of this genera- 
tion, perhaps, but the voters of the next generation, whether they 
be all males or whether they be males and females alike, intelli- 
gent and fit to exercise the s in this Republic of ours. 

Mr. President, | repeat that this is a very mild bill indeed, be- 
cause it only requires that persons desiring to come to this country 
shall delay coming long enough to have every person who wants 
to come, every member of every family which is coming, qualified 
to read and write the English , or the native language. 

I understand that the national conventions of both political 
parties declared in favor of a restriction of immigration. If Iam 
wrong, no one is so competent to correct me as the present occu- 
pai; of the chair [Mr. HILL in the chair}, who is thoroughly 

iliar with the platforms of all the various political parties 
which made nominations during the late canvass. [Laughter.] 
I am quite sure that the Republican party, which supported Mr. 


McKinley, and one of the parties that sup Mr. Bryan de- 
clared in emphatic in the interest of the labor of this 
country and the interest of the general welfare of the country, in 


favor of the restriction of immigration. I hope that the Senator 
aon eee not z the Ti come = Chamber and 
set the example of a violation great poli parties repre- 
sented in this Chamber of the pledges of the platforms upon which 
they sought to obtain power over the people, 

-P It seems to me, Mr. President, that the language 
of the amendment as offered by the Senator from New Jersey [ 
SEWELL] is very objectionable in many poni and I desire to call 
his attention and that of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Loba], who has charge of the bill, to it. 

In the first place, there is an exception as to aged persons. That 
is in the language of the bill, however. Surely there ought to be 
something more definite than the word“ Some limit of age 
ought to be fixed, or something more definite ought to be stated in 
the bill, so that those who have control of the matter may know 
just exactly how to apply the law. 

Mr. SEWELL. The Senator from Florida is now reading from 
the text of the bill as reported. ? 

Mr. PASCO. That is the first objection I have to make. The 
next covers a point which is included in the amendment of the 
Senator from New Jersey, I understand that he adds after the 
words or child” the words or wife.” That, taken in connec- 
tion with the previous text, means a wife who is an aged 
or a minor, and it would prevent the admission of a minor or a 
wife unless she were an aged person. Certainly the Senator from 
New Jersey can not intend to exclude wives unless they come 
under those two classes. 

Mr. SEWELL. I will state to the Senator that the object of 
the amendment is to let the wife in. She was excluded before. 

Mr. PASCO. I understand the Senator proposes to add the 
words or child or wife.” 

Mr.SEWELL. ‘‘Child or wife.” 

Mr. PASCO. That would mean a wife who is an 
or a minor. I su that all that 8 be stricken out, in 
order to cover what the Senator from New Jersey desires and also 
what the Senator from Massachusetts is willing to concede. 

Mr.SEWELL. If the Senator will continue the reading he will 
find that the language is, ‘‘child or wife of an admissible immi- 

* 

Mr. PASCO. Iam reading the amendment. Thelanguage will 
be as follows if the amendments are adopted: 

rsons over 14 of age who can not read and write the language 


person 


All 
of their native country or some other lan except that an — Person gran 
or minor not so able to read and write who is the parent or grandparent or 


child or wife of an admissible immigrant may accompany or be sent for by 
such immigrant. ‘ 


The must be an aged wife ôr a minor, if that language is 


ado fi 

Mr. CHANDLER. That is very clear. 

Mr. PASCO, Ape wedo oh wish to 2 kad who bape 
aged persons, and minors. suggest that t age as 
follows the word except,“ in the ninth line: 

All pares over 14 years of age who can not read and write the 
of their native country or some other language, except that the wife or par- 
ent or child of an le immigrant, not so able to read and write, may 

accompany or be sent for by such immigrant. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from Florida will pardon me, he 
should also include the case of grandparents; that is, if a grand- 
child sends for a dparent in loco parentis. 

` Mr. PASCO. Senator is right. That can be put in also. 

Mr. HOAR. Yes, put that in, too. 

Mr. PASCO. So as to read except that the wife or parent or 
grandparent or child 

Mr. HOAR. Or grandchild.” 


Mr. CHANDLER. “Of an admissible immigrant.” 

Mr. PASCO. Yes; “of an admissible immigrant.” 

Mr. CHANDLER. While the Senator is fixing that up, I will 
take occasion to call attention to the fact that as the amendment 
will then read,if there is a 1 boy in a family that 
comes, that child’s 8 ings in all the rest of the illiter- 
ate members of the family, the father and mother, although they 
may be 25, 30, or 40 years of age. That certainly is not the Sena- 
tor’s intention. 

T e RASGO; Does not that same objection exist to the text of 

e bill? 

Mr. CHANDLER. By no means. But the criticism of the 
Senator as to the use of the word agoa needs some attention. It 
is difficult to fix an age, and it is left open to be decided by the 
immigrant officer whether a person who is a parent or a grand- 
parni is 3 dparent ordinarily would be too old to 

earn to read and write; a parent might not be; and the proposed 
statute simply says that he shall be an aged person. The original 
text, which I the honor to rt in the last C to the 
Senate as an 3 under this head, is, it seems to me, the 
only safe text to adopt. Certainly you can not apply an illiteracy 
test which will let in an illiterate father and mother of 30 years of 
age because they happen to have a child of 12 who can read and 
write the native language. 

Mr. PASCO. Does not the same objection exist to the text of 
the bill that the Senator calls attention to? 

Mr. CHAND As by the committee, certainly 
not. It leaves the question who is an aged person open to the 


ae mi of immigration. 
r. PASCO, hat does the Senator say with reference to the 
limitation of a wife to an old woman or a minor child? 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator is quite right in that criticism, 
te PASCO, 1 made 8 f a change of the 

K 8 e on of ac 0 text 

only because I thought it would cover those objections, which the 
Senator certainly can not wish to include in the bill. 

Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator from Florida read in connec- 
tion with the text what he proposes? 

Mr. PASCO. The text as I propose to amend it reads as follows: 


All persons over 14 years of age who can not read and write the language 
of native 8 some other language, bao that the wife or parent 
or grand tor or dchild of an admissible immigrant may accom- 
pany or be sent for by such immigrant. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the Senator again if he is serious in 
advocating the proposition that if there is one bright child in 
a oo he may bring in his father and mother and everyone 
else? 

Mr. PASCO. I think that is an objection which should be obvi- 
ated, but it is not an objection that I introduced into the amend- 
ment. It was there before suggested any change. If the Senator 
from New Hampshire can suggest any words that can avoid that, 
let him make the su ion d of the criticism. } 
dc hl I will accept the suggestion of the Senator from 

orida. 

Mr. VEST. Let me ask the Senator from Florida a question, if 
he pleases, Mr. President. 

r. PASCO. Certainly. s 

Mr. VEST. Under the language of the amendment, as I under- 
stand him to read it now, would not a child 25 or 30 years old be 
sent for who could not read or write? Does a person cease to be a 
child of another person at any particular age? 

Mr. PASCO. Senator is still criticising the bil] as it stood 
before I made the suggestion. That is an objection also to the 
amendment offered by the Senator from New Jersey. That can 
be easily remedied by inserting the word “minor” before the 
word child,“ if that is desired. 

Mr. VEST. That might be. The way it stands now the immi- 
t could send for any person in his family of any age. 

Mr. PASCO. That was the language which was accepted by 
the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. PALMER. I wish to inquire whether in any of the amend- 
eee * the words over 14 years of age” have been 

te 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those words have not been 
altered. 


Mr. LODGE. No; those words have not been changed. 
Mr. PALMER. I move to strike out the words over four- 
teen years of age” and insert the words ‘‘twenty-one years of 


Mr. LODGE. I believe the amendment now pending is the one 
offered by the Senator from Missouri. 

3 P ING OFFICER. That is the first amendment in 
er. 

Mr. LODGE. The amendment of the Senator from Illinois 
seems to me a objectionable one indeed. It appears to me 
to go far toward destroying the effect of the bill. A large pro- 
peme of thei i ts who come here are young men between 

e ages of 18 and A. A large portion of the immigrants who 
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come into the country and stay through the summer and go back 
to their native country at the end are of that age. I think it 


would be a t injury to the bill to have that limitation changed. 

Mr. C DLER. Will the Senator from Illinois allow me to 
ask him a question? Does not the State of Illinois provide for 
compulsory education; and if so, at what age do the laws of Nli- 
nois propose to put into the schools of Dlinois the boys and girls 
1 VCC eK 

T. MER. ey propose to put pupils in ool at the 
-age of 6, but they are ee at any time under 21. 

Mr. CHANDLER. What is provision for the compulsory edu- 
cation of cit eae of Ilinois? 

Mr. PALMER. I understand that that is compulsory. 

Mr. CHANDLER. [ask the Senator, Why is it unreasonable, 
then, for us to require that children abroad who are about to 
come to this country shall spend two or three months in learning 

-to read and write their own lan or the English language 
before they come instead of taking in all the illiterates up to 21 
years of oe educating them here? 

Mr. P . Thelaws which fix the authority of the parents 
over their children are very much alike in all countries. e usual 
age of majority is 21 years. Untilthat age the children are under 

the control of their parena Tt is easy to understand that in com- 
munities where the labor of children is necessary for the support 
or the assistance of the parents the education of a child of 14 ma 
be considered as very 5 There is quite enough in the bi 
left to the discretion of the proper officers after the parents come 
into the country. I know of instances in my own rience and 
observation where fathers have brought with them all their chil- 
dren. They have brought with them the children between the 
ages of 14 and 21. Now, to require that the sons should be sent 
back would be a case of very great hardship. It would necessitate 
the breaking up of families. I think the authority of the father 
should be so far recognized as that he might select his own time 
for the education of his children. As I said before, I know by 
observation and by information derived from other quarters that 
the labor of children abroad is very important and they are given 
education gradually. There are not free schools in all countries. 

I think the theory of the bill ought to be that as long as the au- 
thority of the parents exists it shall be recognized. I therefore 
suggest that ‘‘all persons over 21 years of age who can not read 
and write the language of their native country,” etc., is a better 
description of the ms who are intended to be excluded. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. LODGE. If we could have a vote on the amendment of 
the Senator from Missouri, which is the pending amendment, I 
should be glad, and then I will yield to the Senator from Ohio to 
make a motion for an executive session. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to that course, if there 
can be a vote taken. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to state, if the Senator from Missouri 
will allow me, that it will be necessary to have a short executive 
session. It will take but a few minutes. 

Mr. VEST. I will yield now for a motion for an executive ses- 


on. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well; I make that motion. I suppose 
en would be gained by continuing the legislative session 

onger. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Ohio moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After seventeen minutes spent 
in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 8 o’clock and 
55 minutes e, the Senate adjourned until Monday, December 
14, 1896, at 12 o'clock meridian. $ 


NOMINATIONS. 


Executive nominations received by the Senate December 9, 1896. 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

David R. Francis, of Missouri, to be Secretary of the Interior, 
to which office he was appointed during the last recess of the Sen- 
ate, vice Hoke Smith, resigned. 

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Isaac H. Lionberger, of Missouri, to be Assistant Attorney-Gen- 
eral, vice William A. Little, resigned. 

; CHIEF JUSTICE COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Charles C. Nott, of New York, to be chief justice Court of Claims, 
vice William A. Richardson, deceased. Charles C. Nott was tem- 
porni appointed to the above-named position November 23, 1896, 

uring the recess of the Senate. 
JUDGE, COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Charles B. Howry, of Mississippi, to be judge, Court of Claims, 
vice Charles C. Nott, appointed chief justice. 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGES. 
Charles F. Amidon, of North Dakota, to be United States dis- 
ee judge for the district of North Dakota, vice Alfred D. Thomas, 
eceas 
Arthur L. Brown, of Rhode Island, to be United States district 
judge for the district of Rhode Island, vice George M. Carpenter, 


John E. Carland, of South Dakota, to be United States district 
judge for the district of South Dakota, vice Alonzo J. Edgerton, 


Andrew Kirkpatrick, of New Jersey, to be United States dis- 
trict judge for the district of New Jersey, vice Edward T. Green, 


William D. McHugh, of Nebraska, to be United States district 
judge for the district of Nebraska, vice Elmer S. Dundy, deceased. 
John H. Rogers, of Arkansas, to be United States district judge 
for the western district of Arkansas, vice Isaac C. Parker, deceased. 
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE, TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA. 

James R. Keaton, of Oklahoma Territory, to be associate justice 
of the supreme court of the Territory of Oklahoma, vice Henry W. 
Scott, resigned. 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS. 

Chapman L. Anderson, of Mississippi, to be attorney of the 
United States for the northern district of Mississippi, vice Andrew 
F. Fox, resigned. 

William B. Childers, of New Mexico, to be attorney of the United 
a for the Territory of New Mexico, vice J. B. H. Hemingway, 


William L. Marbury, of Maryland, to be attorney of the United 
States for the district of Maryland, vice John T. Ensor, whose term 
expired May 21, 1894, 

rge F. Moore, of Alabama, to be attorney of the United States 
for the middle district of Alabama,vice Henry D. Clayton, removed. 

William H. White, of Virginia, to be attorney of the United 
States for the eastern district of Virginia, vice Francis R. Lassiter, 
resigned. 

ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY AND MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY, 

Macgrane Coxe, of New York, to be envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States to 8 aud 
Honduras, to which office he was appointed during the last recess 
of the Senate, vice Pierce M. B. Young, deceased. £ 

SECRETARIES OF LEGATION. 

C. Max Manning, of Georgia, to be secretary of the legation of 
the United States at Monrovia, Liberia, to which office he was 
appointed Suaga last recess of the Senate. 

ohn Ridgely Carter, of Maryland, to be second secretary of the 
embassy of the United States at London, England, to which office 
he was appointed during the last recess of the Senate, vice David 
D. Wells, resigned. 
CONSULS. 

George B. Anderson, of the District of Columbia, to be consul 
of the United States at Antigua, West Indies, to which office he 
was appointed during the last recess of the Senate, vice Richard 
M. Bartleman, erred to the consulate at Malaga. 

Walter B. Barker, of Mississippi, formerly commercial agent at 
Sagua la Grande, Cuba, to be consul of the United States at that 
place, to which office he was appointed during the last recess of 
the Senate. 

William Coulbourn Brown, of Maryland, to be consul of the 
United States at Newcastle, New South Wales, to which office he 
was appointed during the last recess of the Senate. 

Frank Dyer Chester, of Massachusetts. to be consul of the United 


States — 5 udapest, Hungary, vice Edward P. T. Hammond, 
resigned. 
J. Leonard Corning, of New York, to be consul of the United 


States at Munich, Bavaria, to which office he was appointed dur- 
ing the last recess of the Senate, vice Ralph Steiner, resigned. 

omas S. Doyle, of Virginia, to be consul of the United States 
at Beirut, Syria, to which office he was appointed during the last 
recess of the Senate, vice Thomas R. Gibson, deceased. 

Isaac M. Elliott, of New York, formerly consul at Manila, to 
be consul of the United States at La Guayra, Venezuela, to which 
office he was appointed during the last recess of the Senate, vice 
Frank D. Hill, resigned. 

Joseph L. Hance, of New York, formerly commercial agent at 
Cardenas, Cuba, to be consul of the United States at that place, 
e office he was appointed during the last recess of the 

ate. 

Frank D. Hill, of Minnesota, formerly consul at La Guayra, to 
be consul of the United States at Santos, Brazil, to which office 
he was appointed during the last recess of the Senate, vice Henry 


C. Smith, resigned. 
5 E. zie, of Mexico, to be consul of the United States 


urango, Mexico, to which office he was appointed during the 
lant vecens Gf the Banate, vide John S, MoOaushan, 


resigned. _ 
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Julius G. Lay, of the District of Columbia, to be consul of the 
United States at Windsor, Ontario, to which office he was epee 
poe the last recess of the Senate, vice Marshall P. tcher, 
recalled. 

Thomas waing Peters, of Wyoming, formerly commercial 


agent at Plauen, y, to be co of the United States at 
that place, to which office he was appointed during the last recess 
of the Senate. : 

George Sawter, of Connecticut, formerly commercial agent at 
Glauchau, Germany, to be consul of the United States at that 
place, to which office he was appointed during the last recess of 
the Senate. 

Samuel M. Simmons, of Texas, to be consul of the United States 
at Piedras Negras, Mexico, to which office he was appointed dur- 
ing the last recess of the Senate, vice Jesse W. Sparks, deceased. 

Sota F. Valls, of Louisiana, to be consul of the United States 
at Matamoras, Mexico, to which office he was appointed during 
the last recess of the Senate, vice John B. Gorman, deceased. 

Horace L. Washington, of Texas, to be consul of the United 
States at Alexandretta, DER to which office he was . 
during the last recess of the Senate, Henry Ballantine, Who was 
previously appointed, having declined to accept the office. 

Paul Wiesike, of Texas, to be consul of the United States at 
Managua, Nicaragua, to which office he was appointed during 
the last recess of the Senate, vice Charles H. Wills, deceased. 


Executive nominations received by the Senate December 10, 1896. 


COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE. 


William St. John Forman, of Illinois, to be Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, to succeed Joseph S. Miller, resigned. 


COLLECTORS OF INTERNAL REVENUE. 


John C. Kelley, of New York, to be collector of internal reve- 
nue for the First district of New York, in place of Ernest Nathan, 


resigned. 

William Crow McCreery, of Missouri, to be collector of internal 
revenue for the First district of Missouri, in place of Charles 
Speck, deceased. 

ASSAYER, 

Francis F. Claussen, of Louisiana, to be assayer of the mint of 
the United States at New Orleans, La.,in place of A. M. Dela- 
valde, deceased. 

COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 

William H. Cooper, of Delaware, to be collector of customs for 
the district of Delaware, in the State of Delaware, to succeed 
George L. Townsend, whose term of office has expired by limita- 


tion. 

Hiram P. Mackintosh, of Massachusetts, to be collector of cus- 
toms for the district of Newburyport, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, reappointed, his former commission having expired by 
limitation. : 

ASSISTANT COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

Michael I. Fagen, of New Jersey, to be assistant collector of 
custonis at Jersey City, N. J., in the district of New York, in the 
State of New York, to succeed John Ramsey, removed. 

PROMOTIONS IN REVENUE-MARINE SERVICE. 

John I. Bryan, of Kentucky, to be a second assistant engineer 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
W. E. Maccoun, promoted. 

George C. Farkell, of Pennsylvania, to be second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue - Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
J. E. Dorry, promoted. 

First Lieut. Henry B. Rogers, of Massachusetts, to be a captain 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, in place of 
John Braun, deceased. 

James D. Newton, of New Vork, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue - Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
George B. Maher, promoted. - 

George H. Paul, of Wisconsin, to be a second assistant engineer 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
Carl M. Green, promoted. 

C. Gadsden Porcher, of Virginia, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to suc- 
ceed Charles A, McAllister, promoted. 

Warwick J. Sedgwick, of New York, to be a second assistant 
engineer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, in 
place of H. A. Seymour, deceased. 

Frank G. Snyder, of New York, to be a second assistant engi- 


neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to suc- 


ceed Horatio N. Wood, promoted. 

Waller Taylor, of Florida, to be a second assistant engineer in 
the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed H. C, 
Henshaw, po on waiting orders. 

John B. Turner, of New York, to be a second assistant engineer 


in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
Z. W. Zastrow, promoted. 


Charles A. Wheeler, of Virginia, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States, to succeed 
Levin T. Jones, promoted. 

SURGEONS, MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE, 

P. A. Surg. Charles E. Banks, of Maine, to be a surgeon in the 
Marine-Hospital Service of the United States, in place of C. S. D. 
Fessenden, deceased. 

P. A. Surg. Duncan A. Carmichael, of New York, to be a sur- 
geon in the ine-Hospital Service of the United States, to suc- 
ceed John B. Hamilton, resigned. > 

Wiliam M. Jordan, of Alabama, to be an assistant surgeon in 
the Marine-Hospital Service of the United States. 

James A. Nydegger, of Maryland, to be a passed assistant sur- 
geon in the Marine-Hospital Service of the United States. 

Wiliam J. S. Stewart, of past oon (easy to be a passed assist- 
ant surgeon in the Marine-Hospital Service of the United States. 

COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT OF ALASKA, 

John Y. Ostrander, of Juneau, Alaska, to be commissioner in 
and for the District of Alaska, to reside at Juneau, vice Henry W. 
Mellen, resigned. 

PENSION AGENT. ; 

Levi T. Griffin, of Detroit, Mich., who was appointed August 22, 
1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be pension agent at Detroit, 
Mich., vice Harrison H. Wheeler, deceased. 

SURVEYOR-GENERAL. 

Robert A. Habersham, of Portland, Oreg., who was appointed 
September 22, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be surveyor- 
general of Oregon, vice John C. Arnold, deceased. 

RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 


George B. Cosby, of Sacramento, Cal., who was appointed 
August 12, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be receiver of 
9 moneys at Sacramento, Cal., vice Charles F. Gardner, term 
expired. 

mjamin K. Kimberly, of Colorado, to be receiver of public 
moneys at Denver, Col., vice Frank P. Arbuckle, deceased. 


REGISTERS OF LAND OFFICE, 


Patrick W. O Sullivan, of Prescott, Ariz., who was appointed 
December 4, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be register 
of the land office at Prescott, Ariz., vice Henry D. Ross, resigned, 

Silas Penry, of Jackson, Cal., who was appointed August 12 
1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be register of the land 
office at Sacramento, Cal., vice Thomas Fraser, removed. ; 

Joseph Smith, of Crookston, Minn., who was appointed Decem- 
ber 4, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be register of the 
land office at Crookston, Minn., vice Thomas A. Dunlava, deceased. 


INDIAN AGENTS. 


Benjamin C. Ash, of Pierre, S. Dak., who was appointed July 
28, 1896, durin: g the recess of the Senate, to be agent for the Indians 
of the Lower Brulé Agency, in South Dakota, to fill an original 
vacancy. 

James L. Cowan, of Portland, Oreg., who was appointed Novem- 
ber 18, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be agent for the 
Indians of the Warm Springs Agency, in Oregon, vice Peter Gal- 
lagher, deceased. 

oseph Emery, of Salinas, Cal., who was appointed July 28, 1896, 
during the recess of the Senate, to be agent for the Indians of the 
Klamath Agency, in Oregon, vice Marshall Petet, resigned. 

Frederick Treon, of Crow Creek, S. Dak., who was appointed 
June 29, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be agent for the 
Indians of the Crow Creek Agency,in South Dakota, in lieu of his 
are as agent for the Indians of the Crow Creek and Lower 

rulé Agency, the latter agency having been divided and its name 
changed to Crow Creek by the act approved June 10, 1896. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
THURSDAY, December 10, 1896. 


a m House met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to order by the 
peaker. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. CoupEn. 

. ournal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

SWEARING IN OF A MEMBER. 

Mr. MEYER. Mr. Speaker, my colleague, Mr. Boatner, of the 
Fifth Congressional district of Louisiana, is present, and desires to 
be sworn in. 

The oath of office was then administered to Mr. Boatner. 

OWNERSHIP OF REAL ESTATE IN THE TERRITORIES. 

The SPEAKER. There being no unfinished business, the Clerk 
will resume the call of committees. The call rests with the Com- 
mittee on the Territories. 
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Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. Speaker, I am authorized by the Com- 
mittee on Territories to call up the bill (H. R. 8615) to amend an 
act entitled ‘‘An act to restrict the ownership of real estate in the 
Territories to American citizens,” etc., approved March 3, 1887. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That an act entitled An act to restrict the ownership of 
real estate in the Territories to American citizens,” etc., approved March 3, 
1887, be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows: 

That no alien or pereon, who is not a citizen of the United States, or who 
has not declared his intention to become a citizen of the United States in the 
manner provided by law, shall acquire title to or own any land in any of the 
Territories of the United States except as hereinafter provided. 

“Sec. 2. That this act shall not apply to land now owned in any of the Ter- 
ritories of the United States by aliens, so long as it isheld by the present own- 
ers, their heirs or legal representatives, nor to any alien who shall become a 
bona fide inhabitant of the United States, and any alien who shall become 
a bona fide inhabitant of the United States, or shall have declared his inten- 
tion to become a citizen of the United States in the manner provided by law, 
shall have the right to acquire and hold lands in either of the Territories of 
the United States upon the same terms as citizens of the United States: Pro- 
vided, That if any such resident alien who may have declared his intention to 
become a citizen of the United States in the manner provided by law shall 
cease to be a bona fide inhabitant of the United States, then such alien shall 
have ten years from the time he ceases to be such bona fide inhabitant in 
which to alienate such lands. This act shall not be construed to 3 any 
persons not citizens of the United States from iring or holding lots or 
parcels of landsin any incorporated or platted city, town, or vil or in any 
mine or mining claim in any of the Territories of the United * 

„Sud. 3. That this act shall not prevent aliens from acquiring ds or any 
interests therein in the ordinary course of justice in the collection of debts, 
nor from acquiring liens on real estate or any interest therein, nor from lend- 
ing money and securing the same upon r estate or any interest therein; 
nor from enforcing any such lien, nor from acquiring and holding title tosuch 
real estate, or any interest therein, upon which a lien may have heretofore 
or may hereafter be fixed or upon which a loan of money may have been 
heretofore or hereafter may be made and secured. 

“Sego. 4. That all non ‘ent aliens who may not have declared their inten- 
tion to become citizens of the United States in the manner provided by law, 
and who may hereafter acquire real estate in either of the Territories of the 
United States by purchase under the provisions of this act, may hold the 
same for ten years, except that they may hold lots or parcels of land in any 
incorporated or tted city, town, or village, or mines and mining claims 
absolutely and without any limitation as to time: Provided, That any such 
nonresident alien, if a minor, may hold such real estate for ten years from 
the time of reaching his or her majority, or, if of unsound mind, for ten years 
after the appointment of a legal guardian who may have power to make a 
conveyance of such real estate. 

“SEC. 5. That any alien who shall hereafter hold lands in any of the Terri- 
tories of the United States in contravention of the provisions of this act ma 
nevertheless convey the fee-simple title thereof at any time before the insti- 
tution of escheat proceedings as hereinafter provided: Provided, ver, 
That if any such conveyance shall be made by such alien either to an alien or 
to n citizen of the United States, in trust and for the purpose and with the 
intention of evading the provisions of this act, such conveyance shall be null 
Ro 2 hare any such lands so conveyed shall be forfeited and escheat to the 

“Sno. 6. That it shall be the duty of the Attorney-General of the United 
States when he shall be informed or have reason to believe that land in an 
of the Territories of the United States are being held contrary to the provi- 
sions of this act to institute or cause to be instituted suit in behalf of the 
United States in the district court of the Territory, in the district where such 
land or a part thereof 
on behalf of the United States to the U; ided, That before 

instituted the Attorney-General shall give or cause to be 
notige by registered letter of his intention to sue, or by 

personal notice ted to or delivered to the owner of said land, or the per- 
son who last rendered the same for taxation, or his agent, and to all other 
persons having an interest in such lands of which he may have actual or con- 
structive notice. 


sale, after deducting costs of sueh suit, shall be paid tothe clark of such court 
so rendering Laus une and said fund shall remain in the hands of such clerk 
for one year from the date of such payment, subject to the order of the alien 
owner of such lands, or his heirs or legal representatives; and if not claimed 
within the period of one year, such clerk shall pay the same into the treasury 
of the Territory in which such lands may be situated for the benefit of the 
available school fund of said Territory: Provided. That the defendant in an 
such escheat proceedings may, at any time before final judgment, su t an 
show to the court that he has conformed with the law, either becoming a bona 
fide inhabitant of the United States, or by declaring his intention of becomi 
a citizen of the United States, or by the doing or happening of any other ac 
which, under the provisions of this act, would entitle him to hold or own real 
estate, which being admitted or proved, such suit shall be dismissed on pay- 
ment of costs and a reasonable attorney fee to be fixed by the court. 

“Sec. 8. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed.” 


The Committee on the Territories recommended the following 
amendments: 


Strike out the word “inhabitant,” where it Sails in lines 5, 6, 15, 16, and 

17 page 2,and line 15, 5, and insert in lieu thereof the word resident.” 

trike out the words who may have declared his intention to become a 
citizen of the United States in the manner provided by law” where they 
occur in lines 12, 13, and 14, page 2, of said bill. 

Amend section 3 by adding thereto the following: 

“ Provided, however, That all lands so acquired shall be sold within ten years 
after title shall be perfected in him under said sale or the same shall escheat 
to the United States and be forfeited as hereinafter provided.” 

Strike out section 4. 

Strike out the words “the fee-simple title thereof,” where they occur in 
5 = and 25, section 5, page 3, and insert in lieu thereof the words “his title 

ereto.” 

Add to section 6 the following: 8 

In the event personal notice can not be obtained in some one of the modes 
above provided, then said notice shall be psi by publication in some news- 

per ee in the county where the land is situate, and if no newspaper 

published in said county then the said notice shall be published in some 
nowspaper nearest said county.” 


may be situated, praying for the escheat of the same 
nited States: Provi 


Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to hear a portion 
of the bill as it was read. erving the right, if I can, to make 
the point of order, if I find that it is not subject to consideration 
in this hour, I should like to have an explanation from the gentle- 
man in charge, whether this bill changes the laws relative to the 
acquisition Or kes lands by the citizen. 

he SPEAKER, The point of order, the Chair understands, 
is reserved. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Yes. 

Mr.CATRON. The bill makes no change whatever in the mode 
of disposing of the public lands of the United States and gives no 
right whatever to foreigners to acquire title to lands belonging to 
the United States. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Isuppose, then, Mr. Speaker, that the bill is 
subject to consideration in this hour. I wanted to ascertain that, 
and there was one section of the bill that I was not able to hear 
distinctly. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Speaker, I should like to have some ex- 
planation of the provisions of this bill. It seems to me there is a 
good deal more in the subject than appears at first. And I espe- 
cially want to call the attention of the gentleman from Colorado 
[Mr. BELL] to the provisions of the bill. 

The Populist platform, Mr. Speaker, has time and again declared 
in opposition to the acquirement of lands in this country by aliens. 
The Territories, which, as I understand, are now clamoring for 
these changes proposed in this bill, have approved that platform at 
the last election. I should like to know what right a Delegate 
from one of these Territories, in view of the action of his people, 
has to make a modification of the laws that are now in harmony 
with the platform by his people approved? The gentleman from 
Colorado [Mr. BELL] has been entirely silent upon this subject, 
and yet this bill, I undertake to say, does wipe out e the 
provisions of the law as now existing—prohibiting alien ownership 
of lands in the Territories—for under the forms of foreclosure pro- 
vided for in this bill the provisions of the present law are wiped out. 

And so, under the terms of a seeming loan and a 5 
foreclosure, the provisions of the laws as they now exist—prohib- 
iting alien ownership—are to be absolutely subverted; and yet 
these gentlemen, who have gone about the country from year to 
year declaiming against alien ownership, insisting that that was 
one of the greatest evils the country suffers from, are now here 
acquiescing in undoing all that has been done heretofore. The 

ntleman now upon his feet, from one of the Territories, is act- 
ing in direct o ition, if he will permit me to say so, to the in- 
structions of his people in the votes given at a recent election 
sustaining this declaration of the Populist platform. I would 
like to have some explanation of the changes that have recently 
occurred that justify wiping out this fundamental principle of the 
Populist party, that has been so generally approved heretofore, 
lately, in those Territories, 

Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, Iam not here as the representa- 
tive of the Populist party, and hope never to be here in that ca- 
paons: The Populist party in the Territory of New Mexico is an 

nsignificant factor. There is quite a factor out there known as 
the Democratic party, who did in this last election unite with the 
Populist party and gave a majority of 1,900 out of a total vote of 
87,000 in that Territory against the Republican party, but not 
upon the issue that the gentleman has indicated in regard to this 
bill. On the contrary, every party in that Territory favors the 
passage of this bill, and in the platform of every one of the par- 
ties they indorse the absolute repeal of what is known as the anti- 
alien bill, of which this bill is merely an amendment. The gen- 
tleman says this wipes it out entirely, by enabling them through 
means of mo ge toacquire property. If he will read this bill 
a little bit further he will discover that where the property is sold 
under a mortgage lien it is to be disposed of within ten years, and 
that the alien can not acquire the property. The object of this 
bill was to enable the people of the Territory to get some of the 
benefit of foreign capital which has been going to the various 
States that have refused to adopt legislation of this character, or 
who, after having adopted it, have repealed it. In the Territories 
of New Mexico, Arizona, and Oklahoma we can not get the in- 
vestment of foreign capital to-day because no foreigner is entitled 
to hold possession or own real property; and this bill enables him 
to invest his means and to sell the property under a mortgage he 
may acquire. He may buy it in if he sees proper, but he can not 
hold it for a longer time than ten years, but must make a dispo- 
sition of it. The fact that the Populist party in New Mexico num- 
bers 500 or 600, or 1,000 or 1,200, has nothing to do with this bill, 
nothing more than it has to do with the gentleman's district in 
the State of Iowa; but the fact that we are American people, that 
we have a community who desire to progress, that we desire to 
obtain some of the means of Eastern capitalists, especially the 
cheap capital of Europe, is something that should induce Congress 
to see that we get the same benefits as anywhere else. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Iam very thankful to the gentleman for the 
admission he has made, that under the general law as it now exists 
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a certain class of capital n to the development of those 
Territories can not be obtained; and yet in the face of that fact 
the people of his Territory have approved a platform that has 
ee against itting securities for a loan of that kind of 
capital. And I want to the attention of the gentleman seni 
to the fact that I have not misstated the proposition of this bill. 
Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman will allow me 
to interrupt him, I will state that every single platform adopted 
by any p in the Territory of New Mexico favored the passage 


Mr. HEPBURN. Ah, while they were upholding Populism as 
understood in the rest of the United States and the people where 
I live understand it, these gentlemen were sneaking away from the 
effects of Populism by attempting to modify it in their platform 
in their own locality, yet they voted for the party. The gentle- 
man can not deny that we are having an object lesson of the 
effect of those declarations of the platform—that the declarations 
of the platform that they support are destructive to their welfare. 
I want them to learn that they cam not grow under Populism, and 
I want them further to be taught that they can not modify the 
general doctrines of Populism as they are understood in the whole 
country by the adoption of a little resolution that they sneak into 
their 1 platform and then vote for the Populist party upon 
the general platform. —— og . on the Republican side.] 

. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say to the gentleman 
that no such proposition has been ‘‘ sneaked ” into the Republican 
platform of New Mexico, and his assertion to that effect is with- 
out foundation. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I understand that 1 am 
called upon especially to make objection to this bill. I do not 
know why, unless because it is presumed by some people that the 
Populist party is opposed to everything that is for the building 
up of any tg? & 

A MEMBER. That is about it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. That may be so in some States, but it 
is not true in the State in which I live. We are opposed to the 
alien ownership of land 

Mr. HEPB . May I interrupt the gentleman a moment? 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Ves, sir. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I want to call the 
clause in his party’s platform: 

rope and should mot be monopolized for speculative purposes, and alien 

no mon or ve an 
9 of land should be prohibited. 

I called upon the gentleman as an advocate of that doctrine to 

be alert in the interest of his party to prevent the passage of this 


wah WILIAM 

Mr. WIL A. STONE. Will the gentleman from Colorado 
kindly give us a definition of pe ‘Spares I would like to have it 
authentically and accurately defined so that we may not misun- 
derstand it hereafter. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. It seems, Mr. S er, that some of our 
friends here care but little for this bill. ow, I want to say that 
the Populist party and, I believe, the masses of the people of the 
United States are in favor of holding the agricul! lands of the 
United States for the people of the United States, and if that doc- 
trine is offensive to my friend from Iowa, then the Populist doctrine 
is offensive to him. 

Mr. HEPBURN. The gentleman misunderstands me. I intend 
to vote with him against this bill. E 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. I am glad to hear it. I am glad to 
know that the gentleman is a pee Populist in that pegs 
jc cana I was on the committee on platform which had this 

entical proposition under consideration. The understanding of 
that committee was that the party favored the alien own nip 
of such lands as might not interfere with the ordinary cul- 
tural citizens of the United States. [Laughter.] That is, if a 
foreign corporation wants to come in and help to 1 our 
mineral resources or our coal fields, or anything that the individ- 
ual citizen can not go forth and develop—if a foreign corporation 
wants to come in and develop such property, and produce a prod- 
uct for itself, we are perfectly willing that it should do it. 


gentleman’s attention to a 


Mr. HEPBURN. Then, as I understand your e 3 
believe in Poe in general, but do not desire to have it appli 
to your own locality? [Laughter.] 


Mr. BELL of Colorado. No, sir; thatis not correct. I believe 
in Populism in general. I believe in the individual citizen. I do 
not believe in that kind of individualism which is taught by some 
of our men in high places, who talk of individualism and then do 

V i g in their power that tends to destroy individualism. 
We have heard individual development advoca but the very 
men in high places who have advocated individual development 
have in the next breath advocated a corporate rule which de- 
stroys individualism. We Populists are opposed to that. Weare 
opposed to this bill; and I am g that my friend from Iowa called 
my attention to it, because I intend to oppose it. I oppose it not 
on the ground that aliens should not be permitted to help to de- 


velop such of our natural resources as individuals can not develop, 


but use the people of the entire West, and, in my opinion, the 
le of the whole United States, are opposed to the landlordism 
imported from European countries that is now being established 
in the Western States. We are opposed to that system getting 
any further hold in the Territories or elsewhere in this country. 

Now, my friends, as I have been called upon to express my views 
of this bill, upon the suggestion that it is o to a part of the 
Populist platform, I want to say to you that the ordinary indi- 
vidual who has not lived in a State where Populism has prevailed 
is quite liable to misunderstand the Populist doctrine. He may 
not understand that a Populist believes in a government by the 
eee and for the people, and that he does not believe in the 

ction of government, as a great many of our friends upon 
this floor seem to think. I want to say to you that the Populists 
of Colorado do not believe in disorder, do not believe in destruc- 
tion, do not believe in anarchy; that the Populists of Nebraskaand 
of Kansas do not believe in the doctrines that are often attributed 
to them in the plutocratic press. They believe in nothing of the 
kind, and when I am called upon in this case, as a Populist, to 
oppose this bill, I say that I do oppose it, and in doing so I oppose 
a bill that eray 8 and every Democrat in the State of 
Colorado and, I believe, in the Territories of Arizona and New 
Mexico is, in my opinion, opposed to. 

I believe that our friends from Arizona and New Mexico who 
are advocating this bill are not in favor of the alien ownership of 
land generally, but are in favor of allowing foreigners to assist in 
developing our mineral resources where they can not be developed 
by o ary individual effort. A poor man can not develop a 
mine. A poor man can not own a mine and work it eee i 
even though it may abound in minerals. And to that extent 1 
believe the popi of all these Territories are in favor of the for- 
eign owners por lands. And my friend from Arizona Mr. MUR- 
PHY] tells me that that is the only intent of this bill. that were 
so—if the bill were limited to that—I would favorit. But I think 
the gentleman from Iowa is right in maintaining that this bill in 
its present scope practically opens the doors to the unlimited own- 
ership of lands in the Territories by aliens—a thing which should 
be discouraged. I am glad to take my position, unless lam shown 
to be wrong, on the platform as the gentleman from Iowa presents 
it to this House, and to say that the Populist party is unqualifiedly 
0 to the policy of allowing alien ownership of land. But if 
the exception proposed to be made looks only to the development 
of such resources as ordinary individuals can not develop—such 
as mining claims—then I am in favor of it. And that is the doc- 
trine that the Populist party advocates generally—the doctrine that 
it advocated in the last election. So far as that party is concerned, 
I think it is generally understood where Populism is understood 
that we are in favor of all agricultural and pastoral lands being 
owned 1 Sema aro of the United States, and by them alone. Unless 
this bill is limited to mining claims or the development of resources 
that individuals can not algae 2 hope it will not pass. 

Mr. MURPHY of Arizona. r. Speaker, although it was not 
my intention originally to discuss this measure, yet, in view of 
the fact that the controversy has drifted far away from the main 
principle involved, it may become me perhaps, because of the in- 
terest taken by my constituents in this matter, to explain the 
measure as I understand it. 

It is probably known to all gentlemen here that there exists on 
our statute books what is known as the antialien law, which pro- 
hibits the ownership of lands in the Territories of the United 
States Soone to a limited extent by aliens, and prohibits the own- 
ership by foreigners of more than 20 per cent in any corporate 
body in this country. I wish to say that the workings of teat act 
have been very injurious to the Territories of Arizona and New 
Mexico, for reasons which I will state. Our Territories, as gen- 
tlemen know, comprise a large proportion of arid lands, so called 
barren mountains, socalled by our Eastern friends. It is a diffi- 
cult matter to get capital to develop our arid lands and our min- 
ing resources, by the proper development of which there might be 
built up large and prosperous States. Our ple are opposed to 
the alien ownership of large tracts of agricultural lands; but you 
charge apon us every day upon this floor and in committee that we 
have no large bodies of agricultural lands, and that therefore we 
are disqualified to govern ourselves. We claim that with a proper 
amount of coia applied to the work of development we shall 
have large ies of lands as productive as those of any State. 

But the workings of this law are unjust and unfair to us in this 
particular: It applies only to the Territories; a great mass of agri- 
cultural lands in the States are not reached by it. While Idaho, 
Montana, and Wyoming were represented on this floor as Territo- 
ries this House repealed the tions of that law as to those 
Territories, That bill was pending in the Senate when those Ter- 
ritories became States. Immediately they lost all interest in the 
measure, because it is not applicable to States. In this way injus- 
tice has been done to the remaining Territories. The deyelopment 
of our resources in Arizona and New Mexico is left uncared for, 


blicanism 
SEANN i of Arizona and New Mexico. If the Populists 
with us on that issue or any other individual issue, it is not 
a national question. yE 
We come here defending our rights and interests as citizens of 
is country—I might say as aliens in this country, for you hold 
us down to-day as aliens, without allowing us to participate in 
your action through Representatives on this floor. We come to 
ou now—not being States—not having any votes on this floor—not 
Having any Senators at the other end of the Capitol—and we ask 
simply an opportunity to invite capital to investigate the resources 
of our localities and to expend money in their development. There 
is nothing else involved in this proposition. There is no t 
national issue here presented in regard to the f wage Fac OW- 
ing aliens to come im and absorb our public lan simple 
proposition is to allow us to invite aliens to invest their money for 
the development and the enriching of our section of the country— 
to allow them to take something which you 3 here pre- 
tend not to want. I ask the members on this floor to give us 
simple justice in this matter; to our Territories on an equal 
footing with the States; to give foreign capital an opportunity to 
there and develop and improve what you are generally pleased 
call “our arid and nonproductive regions.” 
Mr. McEWAN. I wish to ask the gentleman whether section 
2 of this bill does not confirm titles in aliens in cases where there 
are at no | titles? 
Mr. RPHY of Arizona. I do not understand that it does. 
Mr. McEWAN. Section 1 provides: 
That no alien or person who is not a citizen ot the United State shall acquire 
title or own any land in any of the Territories. 
Section 2 provides: 
This act shall not apply to land now owned in any of the Territories of the 
United States by aliens so long as it is held by the present owners. 
That seems to me to be intended to confirm the title of those 


lands in who are aliens and who have not at the present 

time titles. 
Mr. MURPHY of Arizona. Even if it were as the tleman 
there is nothing of that character involv This is 


am not to say that that is the legal definition of the 
clanse. ink perhaps the is mistaken in his con- 
struction of it. 


Mr. McEWAN. Well, whether it is or ill, it should not 
be accomplished by indirection. If it is to be done at all, let it be 
im a straightforward way. 


ore passing 
in these people, it should be so stated plainly, im order that 
may know exactly what we are doing, and the discussion 
should then on that line. 

Mr. CA N. The old law confirmed the title of all these 


owners. 
ntleman whether section 2 is 
, and whether it does not 


on is 
Now, I 


y what 
legislition we are about to enact. But that is not indicated in any 
shape either in the bill or the report which has been presented by 
this committee. 

Mr. CATRON. I will state e peerage that this provi- 
sion does not change the law asit exi in the old law as amended. 
The old law did 3 what that section provided for, and this 
act substitutes new provision for the old law. It has no other 
effect. The gentleman is entirely wrong in his construction of it. 

Mr. HEPBURN Does it not confirm every title secured by 
aliens since the of the other act? 

Mr. CATRON. No alien could acquire title under that act. 

Mr. HEPBURN. He could not uire a bona fide title, it is 
true, under the provisions of that act, but in connection with the 
provisions of this act which we are now called upon to pass it 
could be ws and made a perfect title. 

3 N. Well, out in New Mexico not a single one has 
i . 


o man can. 


D 
entleman from New let me say, mi vo 
‘of the 


car- 
ried his criticism of this section Let 
me read where he ceased to read: 

Nor to any alien who shall become a bona fide resident of the United States, 
and any alien who shall become a bona fide resident of the United States, 
shall have declared his intention to become a citizen of the United States 
the manner provided by law, shall have the right to acquire and hold lands 
ee oe the Territories of the United States u same 


bill a little further. 


BEER 


to be such bona fide resident in which to 
alienate such This act shall not be construed to any persons 
Si ee ee iE 
mining claim in any of the Territories of the U fed States ; 
Now, practically, I repeat, this law wipes out every feature that 
is 5 — — in a as it now exists, and makes provision that 
an alien can, not only in the way ted, but through fore- 
closure proceedings, acquire title; and if he be a speculator, if he 
chooses to engage in a manufactured case of foreclosure, he can 
secure a title that he can hold for years, or quite as long as any- 
one wants tohold Western lands for speculative purposes. There- 
fore, if we are to wipe out the old legislation upon this subject, 


and if these io in the Territories are now ready to 
against the platforms which they supported and voted for within 


the last two months, why that is all t; let them do so. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. ill the gentleman allow 
me a question? 2 

Mr. HEPBURN. Certainly. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from lowa 3 is that vee bill is 25 piap reg ain 
the Populist orm; whether he p keep t. u- 
lists consistent with their platform by law? 3 

Mr. HEPBURN. I think perhaps that is about the only way it 
can be done, but I am not engaged in that enterprise just now. 

hter.] Lam trying to show those people who voted the 
ticket at the last election that they were mistaken, that 
did not want the doctrines of that platform, that those doctrines are 
harmful to them, that they are absolutely destructive to the inter- 
ests of those Territories, and that they can not by any possibility 
develop them in the manner that they want to, within the limita- 
peg of this generation, under those doctrines. That is what I want 
0. 

Mr. FLYNN. Mr. Speaker, this bill does not apply to the Ter- 
ritory which I have the honor to represent. It comes here with 
the unanimous report of the Committee on Territories. I want to 
submit to this House in this connection one question, and that is, 
Why should not the same law that governs a State with reference 
to the ownership of real estate goth Sg a Territory? 

The — from Massach [(Mr. WALKER] in the ques- 
tion which he oes to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
BURN] solved blem in my mind. If you desire Ene ad 
advancement, and development to be staat $e in the Territories, 
this law should remain on the statute books. My judgment is 
that the Populist party never advocated a more nonsensical plat- 
form than the clause concerning this subject. I do not agree with 
the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. BELL] in his definition of 
Populism. I have had some experience with it very recently. 
parem If I were to define what Populism is, I would say 

not the rank and file, but the guiding stars of that party are 
Ishmaelites, with their hands raised against every man who 
honest toil and labor seeks to accumulate a competency for himse 
and his family in the future. ism can not pr where 
there are development and success. Find a barren region where 
7... E TAA be dscesina AiE 

i is a to ive, it must ying. leaving 
nothing but the bones—find such a region as that, and there, my 
friends, you will find the Populist party in control. I say that 
Verte peace and prosperity abound the Populist party can find no 
resting . 

The rank and file of that party are honest. The party was 
made respectable by the addition of some clauses added to it by 
some other parties in the recent campaign. Men who know bet- 
ter, men who own property, men who are interested in the success 
and development of this co for the purpose of striking down 
the party which had built up erican institutions and y i- 
ean industries, shook hands with Populism in order to try to 
give this nation of ours a black eye. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will the 

ight here to ask him a question? 
r. FLYNN. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Do I understand that the defini- 
tion of Populism is different in each State and Territory, and in 
each ional district, and that in no two States or Tocalities 
do they agree as to what Populism is? 

Mr. FLYNN. I am inclined to think my friend is about right. 
With us Populism is anything to win. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WILLIAM A-ST NE. There was some discussion between 


gentleman allow me 
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a gentleman by the name of Watson, who had something to do 
with Populism, and another gentleman by the name of BUTLER, in 
the last summer, which has mixed me very much as to just what 
Populism is. aughter. 

Mr. FLYNN. That calls to my mind, Mr. Speaker, a definition 
of Populism which was circulated, not in my district, but in an 
adjoining one, when the late Vice-Presidential candidate on the 
Populist ticket, Mr. Watson, was starring the country. I hold 
in my hand a handbill which was printed and circulated, advis- 
ing t people to come out and hear him, and ging me reasons 
forit. I think it contains a good definition of what Watson and 
Populism stand for. I will ask the Clerk to read it. 

he Clerk read as follows: 


Tom Watson, Populist candidate for Vice-President, will address the peo- 

le at the depot in Baxter Springs, Kans., Saturday evening, October 17, at 

45 p. m. Leading Populists will accompany him. He comes with special 
train on Pullman palace coach, with dining car, glee clubs, and brass band. 
soled Pad ime should turn out and hear Populism discussed from a simon- 
pure bo peng standpoint. 

Tom Watson is the only Populist on the national ticket. Heis the only 
candidate in G i erap with the toiling masses. He is the only candidate 
not under the infiuence of the plutocrats, trusts, combines, and humbugs. 

Tom Watson is the farmers' friend and favors subtreasuries, Government 
ownership of stay laws, public warehouses, greenbacks, free silver, 
free trade, free riot, and the a platform. 

Tom Watson is the enemy of plutocracy and opposed to corporations, 
supreme courts, Federal soldiers, syndicates, sound money, robber tariffs, 
money loaners, and all stall-fed gold-standard sap suckers. 

Tom Watson is the only legitimate nominee of the Populist national con- 
vention and the only man entitled to the Populist vote of the State of Kansas. 

Tom Watson is the only real orator and statesman on the ticket. Turn 
out and hear him orate. 

Democratic ber fie Republican rooters, and Populist hoboes owned 
by Sewall, the millionaire plutocrat, are especially invi 


BY ORDER COMMITTEE. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Will the gentleman allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. FLYNN. . Certainly. 
Mr. BELL of Colorado. 
that that literature was got out by Paul Vanderveer, who was in 
the employ of the Republican party and was employed by the 
Pacific Railroad Company? Do you not know that that was 
charged in our Populist 8 and that the Populists repudiated 

that circular? Do you not know that as a fact? 

Mr. FLYNN. Are you ready now for me to answer? 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Yes. 

Mr. FLYNN. I never heard of Mr. Vanderveer, and am here 
to say that I do know the man who got out this handbill. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Was he notin the interest of the Van- 
derveer movement? 

Mr. FLYNN. No, he was not. I want to say further that the 
Populists took great pride and delight in the circulation of that 
handbill as enunciating their principles. 

` a BELL of Colorado. Did Mr. Watson appear on that occa- 
sion 
Mr. FLYNN. He was fortunately, I understand, taken ill. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Do you not know as a matter of fact 
that the Populist party in the State of Nebraska, through its organ- 
ization, repudiated Mr. Vanderveer? 

Mr. FLYNN. Whois Vanderveer? I never heard of him. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. He was the man bringing forth this 
literature. He had this car, and it was claimed he had it from 
the Pacific Railroad Company; and these men were employed at 
the oe of the Republican party. 

Mr. FLYNN. Are you through with your question? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Oklahoma yielded for a 

uestion. 
> Mr. FLYNN. I e for a ey and desire to be cour- 
teous to the late Populist candidate for Speaker of this House. 
arenes]: 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. I am obliged for that. 

Mr. FLYNN. I would like to have a question and not a speech. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Well, will you now let me ask youa 
question? 

Mr. FLYNN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. May I state a fact? 


Great laughter. ] 
Mr. FLYNN. I decline to yield further, for 


e simple reason 


that it is utterly im ible to get at the facts from a Populist 
standpoint. [tang a 
Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE. Will the gentleman yield to me 
for a question? 
Mr. FLYNN. I yield to the 8 from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. BELL of Colorado. Will you let me get through with the 
question? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Oklahoma has yielded to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. r ‘ 
Me BELL of Colorado (to Mr. FLYNN). Do you decline to yield 

me 

Mr. FLYNN. You were trying to state a Populist fact. 
(Laughter. 
of Colorado. 


Mr. BEL Then you want no more? 


Do you not know as a matter of fact 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, inasmuch as the 
Populist party had undertaken to do something that they have 
never done before, namely, state a fact, I hope the gentleman will 


yield. ughter. ] 

Mr. FLYNN. ‘I merely want to say that that is not a question. 

Mr, BELL of Colorado. I want to ask the gentleman from 
Oklahoma if he will permit me—— 

Mr. FLYNN. Not to state a fact. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado (continuing). To ask him a question. 

Mr. FLYNN. Certainly. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Do you know, or do you not know 
laughter], that Mr. Vanderveer was in charge of these meetings 
published in this circular? : 

Mr. FLYNN. I do not. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Then allow me to ask you if it is not 
a fact that Mr. Watson never appeared in answer to any of these 
publications of these meetings? 

Mr. FLYNN. Lunderstand, Mr. Speaker, from the public press 
that the executive committee in charge of Mr. Watson deemed it 
to be inadvisable for him to appear. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. May I ask you another question? 

Mr. FLYNN. Call the limit—how many? 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Yes; I.want to get you right, if you 
want to be right. I was present in that part of the country and 
know something of these meetings. I want to ask you this—if 
these meeting were had under the auspices of a class of men that 
called themselves ‘‘ middle-of-the-road Populists,” and were against 
the regular Populist organization? 

. FLYNN. Mr. Speaker, I want to say this—that the only 
honest Populist is the ‘‘middle-of-the-road Populist.” The only 
men in the Populist party who have set principle above office are 
the“ middie-of-the-road Populists.” 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. In whose employ were they? 

Mr. FLYNN. The leaders, who wanted office, were ready on 
hand on all occasions to trade out the honest rank and file of the 
Populist y. [Loud applause on the Republican side.] 

r. BELL of Colorado. May I ask you another question? 

Mr. FLYNN. I want to say to this House if you desire—— 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I want to call the attention of the gentle- 
man from Oklahoma to the fact that there seems to be some con- 
fusion about what is Populism and what is not; and inasmuch as 
I believe in getting information on a point like that from the 
highest authority, and seeing present here a gentleman who was 
at the birth of the Populist party at Ocala—I believe its birth- 
place was Ocala—I would like to know if the gentleman would 
not be willing to give way to the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 


ere [Great 5 
Mr. FL . Mr. Speaker, I decline to give way at this time. 
I want to say to the House, in all seriousness, that if you desire 
prosperity in the Territories and in the Western States you must 
give those people an opportunity to develop their resources, That 
is all, as I understand it, that this bill asks for. It has been 
unanimously by St by the Committee on Territories and it 
ought to pass. hy should not a man, whether his citizenshi 
is here or elsewhere, have a right to purchase real estate in Ark. 
zona or New Mexico, as well as in the State of New York or any 
other State? If you want to eradicate Populism, allow the light 
of prosperity to shine npon those portions of the ua ee and the 
of this bill will be a step in that direction. In all serious- 
ness, I hope the House will consider the question from that point 
of view. I believe this is proper legislation. I believe that the 
plank in our platform that been referred to here which would 
insist upon debarring others than American citizens from the 
privilege of purchasing and holding real estate in our Territories, 
if they desire to do so, is a plank stolen bodily from the Populist 
platform, and that we have no right to claim it as ours. 
97155 QUIGG. Will the gentleman permit a question about the 
ill? 

Mr. FLYNN. Certainly. 

Mr. QUIGG. Iwish the gentleman would state his own theory 
of what the real purpose of this bill is. It is entitled “An act to 
restrict the ownership of real estate by aliens,” but, as I read it, 
it seems to be an act to confirm the titles of aliens, 

Mr. FLYNN. The gentleman evidently did not understand the 
. of the bill made by the gentleman from New Mexico 
a While ago. 

Mr. QUIGG. No; I didnot understand the gentleman, although 
I listened to him. 

Mr. FLYNN. I will yield to the gentleman from New Mexico 
8 — the matter for the benefit of the gentleman from New 

ork. 

Mr. CATRON. I think if the gentleman will look more atten- 
tively he will find that this bill is an amendment to a prior act 
restricting the ownership of real estate by aliens. The original 
bill, which was passed in 1887, absolutely prohibited foreigners 
from acquiring or owning or holding estate in the Territo- 
ries, and the purpose of this bill is to modify the provisions of that 


1896. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


81 


act so that foreigners, when they are bona fide residents of the 
Territory, may acquire real estate and hold it during the time of 
their residence there and be allowed ten years after they leave the 
Territory in which to dispose of their real estate. This bill also 
permits the foreigner toinvest his money, by way of aloan secured 
on real estate, and if the property has to be sold under the mort- 
and the lender buys it in, he is allowed ten years in which to 
spose of it. Unless heremains a permanent resident of the Ter- 
ritory he can not hold real estate permanently, but if he goes away 
he is allowed ten years within which to sell it. The law of 1887 
contained no such provision, and this bill modifies it in that re- 
spect. This is practically an invitation to foreign capitalists to 
come into our Territories and develop their resources, so that we 
may progress. Some gentlemen here seem to think that we ought 
to be denied this legislation because we did not vote the Republi- 
can ticket at the last election. I would like to ask them this ques- 
tion: If we had voted the Republican ticket at that election would 
that fact have been a good argument in favor of this bill? Ire- 
at, the object of this bill is to advance the prosperity of the 

erritories and develop their resources. , 

Mr. FLYNN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to treat my colleague, the 
late Populist candidate for Speaker, fairly. I may not have 
stated fully all that he thinks ought to be stated with reference to 
the Populist party, but I will endeavor to make up for the omission. 
Iam requested to have read from the Washington Post of this 
morning a letter from Mr. Watson to Mr. BuTLER. I have not 
read the letter myself, but as both those gentlemen have been 
regarded generally as high Populist authorities, I will ask the 
Clerk to read it now. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the letter. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California (interrupting the reading). Mr. 
Speaker, I make the point of order that it is unparliamentary to 
have read here an attack on a member of another body who can 
not defend himself here. I am not a member of the Populist 
party, but I do not think it is propor to have read on this floor an 
attack upon a member of the Senate, a coordinate branch of Con- 
pes t seems to me that it is mighty poor taste to have that 
etter read here, and besides I believe it is out of order. 


Mr. FLY. Well, Mr. Speaker, I had not read the letter. I 
was merely endeavoring, in as brief and pointed a way as possible, 
to show what Populism really is, and I have nothing further to 
say on that point. I trust, however, that the House will consider 
favorably the peiding bill, which the Committee on Territories 
has recommended, and will enact it into law. ; 

Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The amendments recommended by the committee were adopted. 

The question being on 3 the bill to be engrossed and read 
a third time, there were—ayes 60, noes 73. 

Mr. SCRANTON. Iask for wees and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused, only oe members voting 
therefor; so the House refused to order the bill to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. HEPBURN, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the House refused to order the bill to be engrossed was 
laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call. 


` INTOXICATING LIQUORS IN THE CAPITOL, 


Mr. MORSE (when the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds was called). I call up the bill (H. R. 7083) to prohibit 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol building, and for 
other 1 5 Ses. 

The was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That hereafter it shall be 8 for any person or 
rsons to sell, dispense, or otherwise dispose of intoxicatin ee 9 77 of any 
d, or any se gps Soe or Pgs arden thereof, either in the Capitol building 
in the District of Columbia, or upon any part of the public grounds upon 
which said building is situate. - 

SEC. 2. That any violation of this act shall be deemed a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction shall, for each separate offense, be punished by a fine not 
exceeding $500. 

The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 

Add as a new section the 8 

Spo. 3. That the courts of the District of Columbia exercising criminal 
jurisdiction shall have jurisdiction of all violations of this act.“ 

Mr. MORSE. T ask for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. Morse) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 7083) entitled A bill to forbid the sale of intoxicating drinks 


in the National Capitol.“ have had it under consideration, and tfully 
report the same with the recommendation that it dopass, with an additional 
section as hereafter stated. 


Your committee are of the opinion that the sale of intoxicating drinks in 
the restaurant or restaurants of the National Capitol is 5 unsuitable, 
and gives offense toa large and respectable number of the c tizens of the 


ä 


United States, and is a just cause of public scandal. Your committee are of 
the opinion that the sale of intoxicating drinks in the National Capitol should 
be entirely prohibited, and do therefore recommend that the bill pass, with 
the following additional section: 

“SEC. 3. That the courts of the District of Columbia exercising criminal 
jurisdiction shall have jurisdiction of all violations of this act.” 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts is recog- 


nized. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire to discuss this bill 
at any length. It is self-explanatory. Suffice it to say that the 
sale of strong drink in the national Capitol gives offense to a 
large and growing number of the citizens of this on Republic. 
Thesaloon in the Capitol is a cause of public scandal. Thousands 
yes, millions—of our citizens regard the saloon as the enemy of 

and man, as the awful maelstrom and whirlpool that destroys 
the body and soul. The saloon is responsible for a large percent- 
age of the pauperism, crime, and insanity and a large amount of 
the taxation of the country. Mr. Speaker, there is at this very hour 
assembled in this city a convention of the National Anti-Saloon- 
League. The delegates are from every section of our country. I 
believe they are as august and honorable a body of earnest men 
and women as ever assembled in this city. They have uttered 
protest loud and long against what they term this national dis- 
grace, and I believe it is therefore an opportune time to pass this 

ill while this great convention is in session. The passage of this 
bill will give joy and satisfaction to thousands—yes, millions—of 
our countrymen and countrywomen. The Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, that great sisterhood that spans the continent 
and the world, has lifted up its voice in petition and in protest 
against this national disgrace, and let me tell the Democratic and 
Republican parties in this House that they can spike a Populist 
gan by passing this bill. Their speakers on the stump and their 

iterature have much to say, and much that is not true, about the 
sale of intoxicants in this Capitol building and the personal habits 
ofthe members. Some members of the House who themselves use 
intoxicants to some extent have expressed to me the belief that a 
saloon in the Capitol is unseemly and improper, and I trust they 
will vote with us for the passage of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, my observation is that these bars are patronized 
very little by members of Congress; and ay observation, Mr. 
Speaker, is, during the eight years I have been here, that for char- 
acter, integrity, virtue, and sobriety, the 357 men who compose 
this House will compare favorably with the same number of men 
in any spot or place on the face of God’s green earth. The mem- 
bers of this House have been ch „for political purposes, with 
insobriety and drunkenness. It is a vile slander. Partie the 
eight years I have been here I have seen but one intoxicated 
member of Congress. The patrons of this bar are largely and 
Seon ead outsiders and employees of the House; colored men 

ve frequently been seen Rein king at the House restaurant; 
“there is no distinction on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude”—any man who has the money can have 
the drink. We owe it to these people, especially the employees 
of this House, to remove this temptation, and to my mind that is 
another strong reason why this should pass. 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to reserve the remainder of my time, and 
I now yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
LITTLE] who introduced the bill. 

oe 128 Does the gentleman propose to call the previous 
question 

Mr. MORSE. Ihave not moved the previous question; but I 
propose to do so after the remarks of the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas. I do not wish to cut him off. 

Mr. LITTLE. Iam perfectly willing that the previous cues- 
tion be called now. I do not desire to be heard unless there should 
be some o ition to the bill. 

Mr. MORSE. Then, Mr. Speaker, Imove the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The question being taken, the amendment reported by the com- 
mittee was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time. 

The Ceres being taken on the passage of the bill, 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it. 

Mr. FOOTE. I call for a division. 

The question being again taken, there were—ayes 104, noes 7. 

So the bill was 5 

On motion of Mr. MORSE, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. < 


ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 


The call of committees proceeded. 

Mr. POWERS (when the Committee on Pacific Railroads was 
called). I call up the bill (H. R. 6398) to define the rights of 
purchasers under mortgages authorized by an act of Congress 
approved April 20, 1871. If I can have the ear of the House u 
moment, I should like to make a statement. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the bill. 
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mr POWERS. Before the bill is read I should like to say a 
word. 

Te RAEE; If there is no objection, the gentleman will 

roceed. 
p Mr. POWERS. Mr. S. er, this bill was inadvertently re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
It should have gone to the House Calendar. There is no appro- 

riation in it whatever. I ask that the bill be considered as if on 

e House Calendar. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Let the bill first be read. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


c Railroad Company is made by virtue of any mo: or other power 
authorized by act of Co rs at such „and their asso- 
ciates or assi constitute a new company, which shall have and shall 


effective whenever the said arene and their 
with the Secretary of the Interior a certificate of incorporation hereunder, 
duly acknowledged, 8 the name of such new corporation, its presi- 
dent, and the names of its directors, the amount of Board ar capital stock 
and bonds, not exceed the amounts which the A tic and Pacific 
Railroad Company by acts was authorized to issue, and with like effect, 

ther with mertified copy of the decree or decrees ratifying such sale; but 

ing in this act shall make such rs and their associates or such 
new corporation liable for any debts or claims or contracts of the old cor- 
ponon not expressly assumed in their contract of purchase at said judicial 

e. 


The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill and insert the following: 
That whenever 3 mortgage made by the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad 
Company under and by virtue of acts of gress is foreclosed in any court 
the United States, or of any State or Territory thereof, and any sale of 
e road, equipment, lands, franchises, privileges, and other rights and 
ere err a E ox enlee eet thelr ATE or assi ions, 
cou! the purchaser at any suc o or sales, an e or 
3 tute a new peat y, which shall have and shall be entitled to 
rivil FT 
hts. powers, grants, udin: 
pe =~ ne, nted by the BON a mares 1 July 27, 1866, in- 
corporating the A tie and Pacific Company, and by acts amenda- 
tory thereof and supplemental thereto, which were owned and possessed by 
pot f Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, or said mortgagees at the time 
of such decree of forec. ; and the incorporation as hereby provided shall 
be completed and become effective whenever the said purchasers and their 
2 oE . — shall me . the Secretary of the a a — 
incorporation hereunder, duly acknowledged. 23 name of su: 
ew corporation, its persiden ahd the names of its directors, the amount of 
proposed capital —.— and bon the: 
or ratify 
mrchasers and their associates or such 
br claims or contracts of the old co: 
contract of purch 


or 
herein contained shall be con- 
ti waiter af any rights of the United States now 
ra: or as ver of an now 
successor corporation, y 2 tos 


ting the 
9 settler or settlers on any of the lands heretofore granted 
tic an Co 

said lands from said company. 

. 2. That Congress shall at all times have the power to alter, amend, or 
repeal this act. 


Mr. MCRAE. I make the point of order that this bill 

Mr. DINGLEY. I should like to know whether the bill in any 
way involves the interests of the United States. If it does, it can 
not come up under this order of business except by unanimous 


consent. 
Mr. POWERS. This charter was originally granted by Con- 


Mr. DINGLEY. I wish to reserve a point of order until I can 
examine the measure. 5 

The SPEAKER. The point of order will be reserved. 

Mr. McRAE. I rose for the purpose of making this point of 
order: That this bill can not be considered during the morning 
hour. I wish to state my reasons for making that point. The 
pill proposes an extension of an expired charter, and it involves 
the e by the United States to these corporators of rights 
which they have not now,and which,I think, we ought not to 

ield. 
lr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I think that if the 9 
from Arkansas will reserve his point until the report of the com- 
mittee has been read, he will discover that he is in error in the 
position which he takes. The whole object of this bill is, to all 

ractical intents and 8 simply to amend the original char- 
of this company. en this company was chartered in 1871 
Congress provided that it might issue a . the lan- 
guage of the act would seem to a layman to be enough to 


cover the mortgages in the event that they succeeded to the rights 
of the original company, and would give them the right to be a 
corporation. The language of the enabling act is: 
An 
d to secure gee eo said company ey mortgage its road, equipment, 


cove’ 


another reported in 114 1 have held that the word “ fran- 
chise” is not broad enough in its scope to enable the mortgage 
bondholders, in the event of a eyed, ee to organize them- 
selves into a new corporation. And the only purpose of this act 
is an Bi settle that controversy. The mortgage was issued, 
the bonds were sold, the moneys advanced, and the road was built. 
Now, the mortgage then issued has been foreclosed, and it tran- 

ires in the light of the two decisions to which I have referred 
that the mortgagees are unable, technically s ing, to exercise 
the right of a corporation, or to be a corporation. 

It would seem, therefore,and did so seem to the committee, 
that a technical objection (f this kind ought to be remedied by 
8 and that is the only A pol see of the bill. 

r. MCRAE. Mr. Speaker, if this bill is not intended to grant 
or revive a charter which was first granted to the corporation now 
alleged to be extinct, then I do not understand why it is presented. 
The act of Co which granted the charter to the original in- 
3 should be subject to the point of order, and this bill 
is also. The authority to m primarily fixed a lien upon 
and finally passed from the United States the title of the lar; 
land grant that was ever made by the Congress of the United 
States without any substantial compliance with the provisions of 
the grant, and this bill will have the effect to confirm a question- 
able title—it yields all the rights of the United States, 

There is an immense grant of public lands behind this old com- 
pany. Them and purchasers are in no condition to ask 
the relief pro; . Itis to legalize the acts and create the suc- 
cessor to a defunct corporation that failed to build the road for 
which the grant was made and which has not kept faith with the 
Government in a single particular. If the corporation is dead we 
should not resurrect or revive it. 

The history of this grant, when correctly understood, is the 
most corrupt of Soy omona the long list of grants of lands by 
the Congress of thè United States to railroad companies. Now, 
these purchasers, who I think are the mortgagees, seek to continue 
the official life of the old company notwithstanding the forfeiture, 
and to secure the advantages and privileges which accrue under 
the original grant to the tee company. It gives to them a 
right which they have not now. It gives them a right which in 
justice they ought not tohave. It gives them the right to secure 
valid title to lands that they never nee earned, that did not 
fairly belong to the road, a title which belongs of right to the 
Government of the United States, and which should be held by it 
instead of giving it away in this manner. I insist that the bill 
should be idered in the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. N the eee, from Arkansas 
overlooks the proviso of the bill, which reads: 

Provided „That nothing herein contained shall be construed as mak- 
ing any additional grant of or other franchises to such successor cor- 
poration, or as a waiver of any rights of the United States now existing to 
enforce any forfeiture of heretofore granted to the said Atlantic and 
Pacifie Railroad Com y. or as in any manner affecting ‘hts of 
aiy settler or settlers on any of the lands heretofore granted to the A tic 
an e Railroad Company or of any or purchasers of said lands 
from said company. 

Now, all of these rights are reserved to the United States under 
this bill. All rights are withheld from the corporation that can 
possibly be reserved for the Government. If the gentleman makes 
objection to the grant of the land to the company originally, he is 
hurting the matter not at all by depriving these men of the chance 
of . into a corporation. They foreclosed the 
mortgage; they had possession of the land, and if you do not let 
them hold them as a corporation they will hold them as tenantsin 


common—as vin What better, then, are you off than if 
you pass the bill? e objection of my friend is — Eana) 
one, and should not interfere with the organization of the company. 

Mr, CANNON. I would like to ask the gentleman from Ver- 
mont a question for information. As I understand it, this grant 
was made to the corporation, and the corporation was formed, 
the road built, the mortgage executed, default followed, and for- 
feiture ensued; sale followed that and the title is in the vendee. 
Now, as I understand the object of the gentleman from Vermont, 
it is to enable the vendee, who does not formally take the fran- 
omer ome the business under a corporate franchise. Is not 

Mr. POWERS. That is all thereis toit. Simply to authorize 
the holders of these lands to act as a c tion. 

The SPEAKER. Butthe point of is that the bill is not in 
order at the present time, because the rule expressly that 
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only 


bills recommended by the committees, and on the House 
1 shall be considered in this order. This bill is not on 
the House Calendar, but on the Union Calendar. 

Mr. POWERS. The motion I made was to have the bill treated 


as on the House Calendar, to have the reference It was 
placed on the Union Calendar by inadvertence. 

The SPEAKER. There isa difficulty about that, because the 
Soay must decide these questions with reference to What will be 

eneral effect. The difficulty with that is that the 

a 2 8b on the House Calendar is intended for two purposes 
that it shall not carry an appropriation or the equivalent of it, and 
that there shall be notice to the House that it is liable to be taken 
up. Not being on the House Calendar, even if it ought to have 
been, rie is no pee 


Mr. ‘MILLIN. Mr. Speaker, if I may be indulged one mo- 
sagt on 18 oint of order 
SPEAKER. If the point of order is made—— 


a ROMILLAN, I do not know the merits of the controversy, 
because I have not had an 3 read the bill. The very 
a of this rule was to enable the House to give consideration 

ills that made no appropriation of money or of public lands, 

and I am therefore much interested in keeping that rule restricted 
within its proper sphere. I call the attention of the er to an 
admission made by the gentleman in charge of the bill, which, it 
strikes me, is conclusive of the question. He admits that there 
was a ition of public lands attempted to be made by the 
original act, which disposition was not made by reason of the fact 
that the Supreme Court held that the effort to make it was inef- 
fectual. Now, that was a disposition. It was the disposition that 
they might make of the th 5 by e. It strikes 
me that to remedy that is doaking with the publie nds, and a dis- 
position of the public lands, wi the prohibition of the rule. 

The SP. The Chair will not un to pass upon 
that question. It may come up in some other form, but on the 
question of the bill on the Union Calendar, that is a direc- 
tion of a rule of the Honse of Representatives. Therefore, if the 
point ns order is insisted upon, it must be sustained on that 

onn: 
lr. McRAE. I insist upon the point of order, Mr. Speaker, 
but Iam willing that the Speaker take the question under con- 
sideration and determine whether the bill should be upon the 
. Calendar or the Union Calendar and its status be preserved 
until then. 

Mr. POWERS. I will withdraw the bill for the time being. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had bill and joint resolution of 
the oe titles; in which the concurrence of the House was 


reques 
A bill (S. 1168) for the relief of the heirs of Erskine S. Allin and 
the United States pg 1s Company, respectively; and 
Joint resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of 
the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled!“ An act to repeal section 
61 of An act to reduce taxation, 3 vide revenue for the Gevern- 
pont and for other purposes, h became a law August 28, 


SENATE BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTION REFERRED. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bill and 
3 were taken from the Speaker's table and referred 
as follows: 
the Uni 5 ae 8 the relief 5 Erskine S. Allin vang 

e Unii tates ion Fi pany, respectively— 

to the Committee on “Á 

Joint resolution (S. K. 162) continuing in force section 2 of 
the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled “An act to repeal section 
61 of ‘An act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Govern- 
ment, and for other p >= which became a law August 28, 
1894—to the Committee on Waysa and Means. 

ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I now call up the bill (S. 1832) to 
define the rights of under mortgages au by an 
act of Congress approved ap 20, 1871, con the Atlantic 

Railroad Cony 


and Pacific I will state that the bill has d 
the Senate and come over I believe it is on the 
Calendar. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That whenever any mortgage made 
Pacific Railroad Company under and by virtue of acts — — is fore- 
closed in any court of the United States, or of any State or y thereof, 
lands, chises, privileges, 


decrees of eee eee ee such sale or sales, and their asso- 
ciates or Shall the x company, which shall have and shall 


thereto, which were owned 


sr it | Eo ee 


pan and their associates or assigns shall file with the Secretary of — 
* aut acknowled, speci- 
3 the names of its 


aol not ex 

authorized 8 and such additional shall not be issued except 

for money, la or pro fer , estimated at its actual cost value, in 

for such stock at its ful r value: Provided further, That nothing here 

contai shall be be construed as ut of lands or other 

ts of the 

> R retofore 
mpany, or as in any man- 

the lands 


to Company or of any 
purchaser or purchasers of ae lands from add company. 
saan th ngress shall at all times have the power to alter, amend, or 


Mr. McRAE. Mr. Speaker, I make the point of order inst 
this bill that, although it is upon the House Calendar, it d 
be upon the Union Calendar, and that therefore it is not p ly 
before the House for consideration in this hour. I believe I have 
already said all I desire to say upon the point of order when a like 
House bill was presented. 

The SP The Chair understands that this bill is on the 
House Calendar. 

Mr. McRAE. I insist that it should be on the Union Calendar. 
I make the point of order that, although the bill is upon the House 
Calendar, it should be on the Union Calendar, and that the im- 
proper assignment to the House Calendar does not Sire: it the right 
of consideration. I think that it has been soimproperly assigned, 
because it relinquishes a possible right which The U United States 
has to lands, ves a right to certain purchasers under a mort- 
Se they et now possess, and creates a corporation. 

. POWERS, relinquishes no right whatever. It simply 
supplies an rach an pepe sme omission, in the act of 1871. 

. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to sug that this bill 
does give important concessions to this road, if its mortgage is 
anything similar to that of the Northern Pacific. It gives this 
road, in this act for reorganization, large advantages Sich the 
J udiciary Committee of this House, in reporting a similar bill 
relating to the Northern Pacific, refused to give to that company. 
If a measure of this kind is to pass at all, it ought at least not 
give this Atlantic and Pacific road advantages that were denied to 
the Northern Pacific. The mor which the Northern Pacific 
Company gave, which the United States consented to, contained 
a proviso that whenever the lands were sold Miah foe should be sold 
in certain specified bodies or tracts not exceeding certain acreage, 
the intention ion being not to allow one purchaser to acquire 
bodies of the public domain. It was contrary, as was sup 
to the policy of the United States Government. Now, that is my 
recollection of it; and the Committee on the Judiciary, with the 
terms of that act before them, imposed quite a number of limita- 
tions in the act for the reorganization of the Northern Pacific that 
do not occur in this bill. Another thing: There was a provision in 
that act to prevent the reorganized company from becoming the 
possessor of large bodies of coal lands It hed Gems tourna, in prac- 
tical operation, that when a railroad com er a became the possessor 
of large bodies of coal lands it wo deny equal facilities of 
ee e to other companies or persons eae might own coal 


5 POWERS. Will the gentleman from Arkansas allow me 
one moment? 


s 


itting the amend- 
ments that were imposed upon the Northern Pacific bill? 

Mr. TERRY. I was notin favor of the Northern Pacific bill 
even as amended; but if we are to pass any bill for the reorgani- 
zation—— 

Mr. earls Ihave not the slightest objection to that amend- 
ment being made to this bill, if the gentleman will accept it. 

The SP Will the gentleman from Arkansas point out 
any proposition involving a tax or charge, 3 of money 
authorizing payment out of an ap 5 y made, or 
pak ani ng any lability of the United tates for 8 or prop- 


erty? 
Mr. TERRY. Releasing any liability? 
ae SPEAKER. Or liabilities. 
Mr. TERRY. I take it that the United States should not relin- 
quish any rights or limitations that the le are in in, 
The SPEAKER. It is not releasing mie any 2 565 eee any 
liability that confines the term. There is no 8 3 
that a proposition of action on the part of the U States d 
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go to the Committee of the Whole unless it refers to a certain speci- 
ed thing. Now, can the gentleman state any of those specified 
things is stated in this bill? 

Mr. TERRY. I was about to state to the 8 
not recollect the exact phraseology of that 
call the attention of the Speaker to the matter and let him solve 


ker that I could 
e; but I wanted to 


it with the rule before him, The mo that was authorized 
by.an act of Congress about 1871, among other terms, provided 
that whenever these lands were sold they should be sold in small 
bodies, not exceeding a certain amount. 

Now, I think that that was a reservation of a valuable right to 
the people of the United States; and that is given away in this 
bill by permitting this company to acquire these lands all ina 
body and not to conform to the terms of the mortgage which the 
United States assented to about the year 1871. That is the point 
I desire to make. This is virtually another disposition, inasmuch 
as it allows the lands permitted to be mortgaged to pass awa; 
in a form that the 7 of 1871 did not authorize, and whic 
the Government of the United States consented to on account of 
this condition being in the mortgage. I think it isa point worthy 
of very serious consideration. And certainly this bill ought to 
have some amendments, which I am not prepared just at this 
moment to offer. This is a matter that ought to be very carefully 
considered in this House; and I further say that if we are going 
to have this bill up the gentleman from Vermont ought to allow 
members of the House an 8 to present proper amend- 
ments to it, and also to see where they should come in. In a mat- 
ter of so much importance let us proceed cautiously. 

Mr. POWERS. If there is any way by which this bill can 
maintain its privilege I have no objection to its going over until 
to-morrow, to enable gentlemen to pro such amendments as 
they desire; but I do not want to lose the advantage of the posi- 
tion we now have of having this bill before the House and thus 
have it go over until another call of the committee; but if there 
be any way to preserve its rights, I have no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not had his attention called to 
any provision in this bill which seems to be obnoxious to the pro- 
vision of Rule XXIII, section 8; and therefore sees no reason 
why the bill should go to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. That opinion seems to cover the whole 
ground; and it also may be a question whether the bill, being on 
the Calendar, is not entitled to be heard in this way; but on that 
the Chair does not at present. The Chair overrules the point 
of order, and the is in order. 

Mr. POWERS. I would ask unanimous consent, then, that 
the bill may be postponed until to-morrow, at 1 o’clock, for fur- 
ther consideration, to enable gentlemen to propose any amend- 


ments they desire. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. S er, I desire that unanimous con- 
sent be not granted until I have an opportunity to offer an amend- 
ment which I think the gentleman in charge of the bill will ac- 


cept. I do not expect to be here to-morrow. . 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman misunderstood my proposition. 
It was that the bill go over until to-morrow, for the purpose of 
giving him an opportunity to formulate his amendment. 

The SPEA But the gentleman from Massachusetts says 
that he will not be present to-morrow and would like to have his 
amendment dis of now. 

. McMIL . Mr. Speaker, I suggest to the gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. PowrErs] that he let the bill go over until 1 
o'clock on the next legislative day after to-morrow, for this addi- 
tional reason: To-morrow is private bill day under the rule, and 
as it is not likely that many such bills can receive consideration 
during this short session, I think it would be well to devote the 
ag ey ene bills. 

.POWERS. Idesire toaccommodate everybody, Mr. Speaker, 
and I am willing that this bill shall go over until Monday. 

Mr. BARRETT. The amendment that I wish to offer is one 
that I think will be generally acceptable, and I would like to have 
it disposed of now. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman can state his amendment. The 
bill is now before the House. 

Mr. McMILLIN. The effect of the decision of the Chair, as I 
understand it, is that this bill does not require to be considered in 
Committee of the Whole, but may be considered in the House. 

The SPEAKER. It does not require to be considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. BARRETT.. Mr. Speaker, I offer the amendment which I 
send to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Page 4, at the end of line 41, insert: 

But no stock shall be issued by said corporation until such issue shall be 
approved by the Secre 
labor, or property estima 
said issue of 8 5 


of the Interior as actually Gt geome 4 money, 
at its actual cost value, at the full par value oi 


Mr. POWERS. I have no objection to that. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer the amendment 
which I send to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Sec. 3. Where the line of such railway is now located within the limits of 
any State, or where such line is now located within a Territory which may 
hereafter me a State, such State, or such Territory when it shall become 


a State, shall be empowered to require such corporation to becoms inco; 
rated within such State or Statesas may be provided by the laws thereul 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, if there is no other amendment 
to be offered at this time, I ask unanimous consent that the bill 
be made a ial order for Monday next at 1 o’clock. 

The SP. ER. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont? 

Mr. McRAE. I object to making the bill a special order. I 
have no objection to its going over to be called up during the 
morning hour of any day, but as I understand the rule, if the bill 
is made a special order for a particular time, it will become un- 
finished business” and take precedence of everything else until it 
is disposed of, and I object to giving it that privilege. 

Mr. POWERS. I was trying to accommodate my friend from 
Arkansas, but he seems rather difficult to accommodate. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I suggest to my friend from Arkansas that 
an agreement might be made to have the bill come up on Monday 
yin only the privileges that it would have if it were considered 

ay. . 

Mr. MCRAE. I haye no objection to that; but I do object to 
making i a al order and giving it special privileges on some 
other day which it does not have 5 17 8 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that under the 
rules if the House desires it can cease the consideration of the bill 
at the end of sixty minutes, or it can go on to consider it the whole 


day. 
. Mr. McRAE. But making it a special order would give it pre- 


cedence for every day until disposed of, and that is what I object to. 

The SPEAKER. The present rule has very much that effect if 
the House so chooses. 

Mr. MCRAE. Not unless the committee is called again and the 
consideration completed on the same day. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I suggest to gentlemen that Mon- 
day will be District day. 

e SPEAKER. Objection is made to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont. 

Mr. POWERS. I understood the gentleman from Arkansas to 
waive his objection. 

Mr. MCRAE. I do not. If the gentleman wants the bill to 
over, I have no objection, provided it does not acquire any addi 
tional privilege; but, for my part, I am ready to go on with the 
consideration of it now. s 

Mr. POWERS. I do not desire that it shall have any special 
privilege. 5 If we can not pass this bill in sixty minutes we never 
can pass it. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Speaker, if the bill is made a special 
order it will have special privileges, will it not? 

The SPEAKER. It will, unless the order is modified so as to 
take away those special privileges: 

Mr. McRAE. Well, that the gentleman from Vermont has 
consented to; I objected, unless he would consent. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry, 
Monday is District of Columbia day, is it not? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. BLUE. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Powrrs] evi- 
dently has it in mind to call up this bill on Monday. Now, would 
the bill necessarily come up under the arrangement proposed, in 
view of the rule of the House providing that Monday shall be 
devoted to the consideration of District of Columbia business? 

The SPEAKER. Unanimous consent on the part of the House 
can at say nme vacate its rules. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parlia- 
mentary inquiry. If this bill goes over until Monday next at 1 
o'clock, does it not then have just the same privileges that it has 
now, and no more? 

The SPEAKER. That would depend on the arrangement made 
by the House. As it stands now, consideration of the bill must 
proceed. If there is a proposition to postpone the consideration 
of the bill until Monday, or any other day, the effect of that prdpo- 
sition will depend upon its terms. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California, AsI understood, the arrange- 


ment proposed by the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. MCRAE] 
was that this bill go over until Monday at 1 o'clock, to be taken up 
then under just the same conditions that would apply to-day. 
Mr. McRAE. I have not made any proposition except to state 
that I object to the bill going over unless it goes over to be called 


up— 
The SPEAKER. The Chair suggests that there might be an 
understanding on the part of the 


ouse that this bill be in order 
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when the roll of committees is called on Monday, and the call of 
committees might be continued to-day with that understanding. 

Mr. MCRAE. I will agree to that proposition. 

The SPEAKER. That would give the bill the same rights then 
that it has now. 

Mr. MCRAE. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. POWERS. That would be satisfactory. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say, however, to the 
EEEN from Vermont that the committee would not be regu- 

arly called on Monday; the call would have to be consented to by 
the House. The chairman of the Committee on the District of 
Columbia does not seem to be present. 

Mr, POWERS. The proposition was that this bill should not 
lose the 127 9 825 it now has. 

The SPEAKER. On Saturday next it could be brought up 
without conflict with anything else. 

Mr. McRAE. Iam perfectly willing that when the committees 
are next called, if the gentleman desires the bill to be called wD, 
it may come up; but what I want is that it shall not have 
privileges which belong to a special order. 

Mr. POWERS. The bill might come up on Monday, as I 
understand 

Mr. McRAE. No. 

Mr. POWERS. By unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. That arrangement would have to be made by 
unanimous consent, as it would displace the business of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. POWERS. Then I suggest that on Saturday, or even next 
Tuesday—I do not care which 

Mr. MoMILLIN . I suggest that the gentleman name Tuesday. 
We are sure to have a session on that day. 

Mr. POWERS. Very well; Tuesday. 

The SPEAKER, Without objection, that arrangement will be 


made. 
Mr. McEWAN. What is the arrangement now decided upon? 
The SPEAKER. That on Tuesday when the committees are 
called the bill shall be in order. 
The call of committees was continued. 


DRAMATIC AND MUSICAL COPYRIGHT, 


Mr. DRAPER (when the Committee on Patents was called). I 
call up Senate bill No. 2806, to amend Title LX, chapter 3, of the 
Revised Statutes, 1 copyrights. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That section 4966 of the Revised Statutes be, and the 
same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows: 

“ SEC. 4966. Any person publicly performing or representing any dramatic 
or musical pozani i for which a copyright has been obtained, without the 
consent of 3 of said dramatic or musical composition, or his heirs 
or assigns, be liable for damages therefor, such damages in all cases to 
be assessed at such sum, not less than $100 for the first and $50 for every sub- 
sequent performance, as to the court appear to be just. If the unlawful 

“performance and representation be willful and for profit, such person or per- 
sons shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction be imprisoned for 
a period not exceeding one year. Any injunction that may be granted by 
any circuit court of the United States, or by a judge thereof, restraining and 
rons Bes the performance or representation of any such dramatic or musical 
composition may be served on the ies against whom such injunction may 
be granted anywhere in the Uni States, and shall be operative and may 
be enforced by proce eninge to panan for ad or otherwise by any other 
circuit court or judge in the United States; but the defendants in said action, 
or any or either of them, may make a motion in any other circuit in which he 
or they may be engaged in performing or representing said dramatic or 
musical composition to dissolve or set aside the said injunction upon such 
reasonable notice to the plaintiff as the circuit court or the jud before whom 
said motion shall be made shall deem proper; service o d motion to be 
made on the plaintiff in pan or on his attorneys in the action. The circuit 
courts or judges thereof shall have jurisdiction to enforce said injunction 

and to hear and determine a motion to dissolve the same, as herein provided, 

as fully as if the action were pending or brought in the circuit in which said 
motion is made. 

“The clerk of the court, or jud 1 i the unction, shall, when 

uired so to do by the court hea: g the application to dissolve or enforce 

said injunction, transmit without delay to said court a certified copy of all 

— papers on which the said injunction was granted that are on file in his 

oe: 


Mr. DRAPER. I call for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. DRAPER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Patents, to whom was referred the bill (8.2306) entitled 
“An act to amend Title LX, chapter 3, of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
co) ights,”’ have had the same under consideration and report as follows: 

e purpose of the proposed measure is twofold: First, to secure to mu- 
sical eee the same measure of protection under the copyright law as 
is now afforded to productions of a strictly dramatic character. There can 
be no reason why the same protection should not be extended to one species 
of literary property of this general character as to the other, and the omis- 
sion to include protective provisions for musical compositions in the law 
sought to be amended was doubtless the result of oversight. The committee 
is of the opinion that the existing law should be so amended as to provide 
adequate protection to this species of literary production. 

The bill provides, secondly, for added means for the protection of authors 
77. Ä wad eE CYA mi b 

recent years the business of produ an ys ani ras 
American authors has largely increased. ant in many 5 e 
the very highest measure of success. Many of the best stage productions of 
modern times have been the work of American authors. 

These productions in many instances have been carefully and elaborately 
placed upon the stage at very heavy.expense to proprietors and 


na —.— representation has given employment in various ways to thousands 
peo} 


The existing law relative to cop; 
properly protect authors and producers of American plays and operas in the 
enjoyment of their rights of property in these duly copyrighted productions. 

ersons in various sections of the country have, without the shadow of 
right or authority, pirated these works, and, confining their operations chiefly 
to the smaller and more remote towns, have given representations of these 
stolen productions for their own individual profit, and without making any 
compensation whatever to authors or owners. Under existing conditions no 
adequate remedy exists for this unlawful us tion of property rights. 

The offenders are almost uniformly men without attachable means, and 
defy all the ordinary processes by which they might be mulcted in da es. 
The representation of these pirated productions is generally given fora night 


hts has been found to be inadequate to 


or two only at a given place, and the offenders flit from section tosection and 
from State to State and bid defiance to the processes of the courts seeking to 
restrain their unlawful acts. 


Serious embarrassments have arisen in the efforts to enforce these judicial 
orders and to punish offenders for disobedience of them. 

While it is true that an injunction order issued by a court of competent 
jurisdiction is operative upon the conscience of the party restrained every- 
where in the United States, it appears that an attachment for contempt of 
such order can not be executed except in the circuit of the court which issued 
the original order, and this bill seeks to overcome this difficulty. 5 

The bill further provides that the Brig Ben o., the unlawful production of 
any duly Sard lab ree la it determined that such unlawful 

resentation was be a misdemeanor, and shall 


ngs and under the 8 of exist - 

omicile, and has a 

pros and the implements of his business, so that the ordinary processes of 
e court may 

1 in damages for his wrongdo 


ae ag conditions do not exist, as a e, in the case of the professional play 
p 


It is difficult to serve him with injunction and court orders because of his 
migratory habits, and as he is frequently without attachable means it is 
im ible to satisty a money judgment against him. 

estimony has been addu: before the committee showing that the losses 
accruing to authors and owners of Sopa ‘hted productions by these piracies 
amount to sums each year. ttle protection is in fact afforded 
under existing conditions that many prominent American tic authors 
no longar go to the trouble and expense of taking out copyrights for their 
= Oonain that for light causes 8 should be added to the jurisdiction 
or powers of the Federal courts, it would seem that the circumstancesin con- 
nection with the wholesale y of these productions of native authors 
demand that something more nearly akin to drastic measures should be 
invoked to remedy the evil. 

Believing that productions of the character mentioned constitute property 
in the fullest cat best sense of the term, your committee sees no Poa e 
son why this species of literary production should not be surrounded by the 
same measure of protection as is accorded to other classes of property. 

Your committee therefore recommend that the bill do pass. 

Mr. DRAPER. Mr. Speaker, the report which has just been 
read fully explains the purpose of this bill. It was very fully 
considered by the Committee on Patents of this House, and unani- 
mously reported. It has also been considered by the same com- 
mittee in the Senate, and has passed that body. I donot suppose 
there will be need of discussing the measure at length, and I do 
not care to do so unless it is necessary. I call for a vote. 

Mr. HOPKINS. One moment, Mr. Speaker. I do not desire 
to antagonize the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. DRAPER]; 
but there are some features in this bill which I think the House 
should understand before voting on the measure. If I under- 
stood correctly the reading of the bill, it authorizes the filing of 
a bill in the circuit court of the United States in the city of New 
York, and under that proceeding that court would be 3 
to serve notice upon a company performing, say, in San Francisco, 
and that company, 3,000 miles away, might have their rights de- 
termined by a judge in New York City. 

There is another remarkable feature in this bill which I ob- 
served by the reading. If I understand the measure—and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts will correct me if I am wrong—it 
provides that one part of the case may be tried in New York and 
the other part in San Francisco, or anywhere else where there 
may be a court of the United States; so that the same case may 
be pending in several courts at the same time. That would bea 
clear invasion of the principle that has heretofore prevailed in all 
cases, in both the Federal and the State courts. 

There is another point in this bill which is a little remarkable. 
It fixes the amount of penalty to be inflicted at not less than $100 
in any case, regardless of the question whether the party has been 
damaged to that extent or not. 

Mr. LACEY. That corresponds with the present law as to 
dramatic performances—that is to say, the liquidated damages are 
$50 and $100 under the present law as to dramatic performances. 

Mr. 3 If that is true, it does not apply to any other 
species of property. 

Mr. LACEY. No. 

Mr. HOPKINS. The general principle, as every lawyer under- 
stands, is that when a person claims damages for an infringement 
of his property rights he must show in the court where his case is 
commenced the amount of damages that he has sustained. But 
this bill 3 that this sum shall be paid as damages regard- 
less of the question whether the party has been injured to that 
extent or not. 

As I have said, I do not care to hens ee my friend from 
Massachusetts, but I think the House should understand the char- 


acter of this bill before voting upon it. It proposes in behalf of 
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this 


cular class of persons a stretch of Federal authority 
which is not sanctioned in reference to any other kind of property 


in this country; and it seems to me it is a stretch of 
it is dangerous to permit with respect even to the p 
Tce Sag sap 

r. DRAPER rose. 

Mr. LACEY. Willthe gentleman from Massachusetts allow 
me a question? I notice the bill provides that the willful giving 
of a dramatic or musical ormance without authority be 
a misdemeanor, and may be prosecuted crimi in the Federal 
courts. I wish to ask my friend the chairman of the Committee 
on Patents what is the necessity for this extreme measure? Has 
not the present system of investigation and injunction by the 
United States courts been foundample for the protection of rights 
of this character so far as dramatic performances are concerned? 

Mr. DRAPER. It has not been found of any value at all. 

Mr. LACEY (continuing). If musical performances are put in 
the same category as dramatic works, would it not? 

Mr. DRAPER. I can reply to only one gentleman at a time, 
but taking up the last question, that aya by the gentleman 
from Iowa [Mr. Lacey], the reason why the bill was introduced is 
because the present legislation does not protect dramatic authors; 
and many of our dramatic authors have ceased to copyright their 


wer that 
uctions of 


3 because they are not sufficiently protected under the pres- 
ent law. 
In reply to the gentleman from Illinois . Hopxins], the 


language he objects to on the first page of the bill, in regard to 
the sum of damages, is already the law. It is a part of the pres- 
ent law and there is no new legislation about it. 

Further, I think my friend misunderstands the bill, at which 
Iam somewhat surprised, as I had the pleasure of . 
to him in advance of its presentation to the House. As I un 
stand it, it provides, in case an injunction is taken out inst 
a company illegally performing a play, for instance, in New York, 
and the next night goes to Jersey City, that instead of it being 
necessary to take ont a new process through an injunction pro- 
ceeding in Jersey City the injunction taken in New York will 
hold i it, unless the company shows cause why it should 
not hold. As the case stands now, the law is utterly inadequate 
to protect against the production of plays in an unauthorized 
manner for this reason by strolling companies. 

I would say that this legislation was asked for by substantially 
the entire dramatic profession of the United States, and we have 
had e very interesting heari upon the subject. I have 
a list of the signatures here of some of those who have asked for the 
legislation, and among the many dramatists who have asked for 
it I find such names as Bronson Howard, David Belasco, Charles 
Barnard, Henry G. Carleton, Reginald De Koven, James A. Herne, 
Charles Hoyt, Joe Howard, jr., Bill Nye, John Philip Sousa, J. 
Cheever Goodwin, John J. Braham, ur Wallack, Louis Harri- 
son, and others. Among the actors we find such namesas Helena 
Modjeska, Marie Jansen, Stuart Robson, William H. Crane, Annie 
Ward Tiffany, James B. Mackie, Kate Claxton, Thomas Q. Sea- 
brook, Louis Aldrich, Maida Craigen, Maude Banks, Marian Ma- 
nola-Mason. Robert Hilliard, Henry E. „A. M. Palmer, Daniel 
Frohman, Charles Frohman, H E. Abbey, Wilson Barrett, John 
Drew, Georgia Cayvan, James ONeill, Frank Mayo, B. F. Keith, 
C & Lederer, Charles Hoyt and Frank Mckee, T. Henry 
French, H. C. Miner, W. H. 5 William Faversham, 
Ferdinand Gottschalk, Bessie Tyree, k Murphy, W. D. Jones, 
and many others. 

The statement of all of them is that under the present law, that 
pretends to give protection to copyrighted plays, no protection 
can be off for the reason already suggested. and no indemnifi- 
cation can be obtained against any illegal performances in New 


York or elsewhere, because if an injunction is taken out in New | wh 


York the pla can go over to Jersey City and perform there 
two or three days before an injunction can be gotten out, and then 
be off to Philad elphia, will give as many performances there as 
possible, and before an injunction can be taken out in that city 
perhaps they will be off to Baltimore or somewhere else. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, what is intended by this legislation is that 
the first injunction taken out shall serve in the other districts of 
the United States unless cause is shown why it should not. 

Nr. CONNOLLY. I would like to ask tleman a ques- 
tion. Does this bill require that the injunction shall be u 
hearings or upon mere application? Is it the intention of the law 
that the injunction may issue without a hearing, and cover all the 
territory of the United States? 

Mr. DRAPER. No; there must be a hearing first. 

Mr. HOPKINS. If the gentleman will permit me, he referred 
to the fact of having submitted this bill tome. He does not wish, 
I presume, to conyey the impression to the House that I have 


approved of the bill and 5 its provisions? 

. DRAPER. I purposely did not say that. I said I submit- 
ted it to the gentleman, and was i to see that he misa 
prehended the provisions. That was all. I did not mean to imply 


anything further. 


Mr. HULICK. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 

on? 

Mr. DRAPER. inly. 

Mr. HULICK. In this bill, in line 14, I find these words: 

If the unlawful performance and representation be willful and fur profit. 

I would like to ask the gentleman if this provision of the bill 
will affect charitable organizations or amateur associations in 
wap mae or representing any dramatic or musical composition 

or a charitable purpose, in order to obtain money for any benevo- 
lent institution or otherwise? 

Mr. DRAPER. Not as I understand it. The matter was dis- 
cussed in both committees. 

Mr. HULICK. But this provides that any parson, without any 
exception whatever, guilty of this offense upon conviction, 
be imprisoned for a period of not exceeding one year, and so on. 
It . that it shall be unlawful for any person publicly to 
perform any dramatic or musical composition for which a copy- 
right has been granted under the penalties that I have su: 5 
Now, if a person should inadvertently, without understanding or 
examining the statute, engage in such a performance he would be 
held guilty of violating the act and be subject to the punishment 
fixed by thestatute. There seems to be no exception in the billas 
you have drawn it. i 

Mr. DRAPER. I think there will beno practical danger in that. 

Mr. HULICK. Is there any exception of that class of perform- 
ances rae in the statute? There certainly is notin this bill. 

Mr. DRAPER. Unless there issomething more to be said, Iask 
for a vote. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Let me ask the gentleman my question 


again. 

Mr. DRAPER. I will yield for another question. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Iasked whether or not the injunction that 
you provide for or ify here is to be an injunction granted 
upon hearing. I find on referring to the bill that a mere tem- 
porary injunction may be sufficient, without a hearing. 

i Mr age It provides that a motion may be made to set 
it aside. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. I see the bill provides that any injunction 
that may be ted by any circuit court of the United States, 
or by a judge thereof, restraining, etc., may beserved on the parties 
against whom it is granted anywhere in the United States. Now, 
that may be a temporary injunction, granted without hearing, 
upon merely filing a bill setting out the facts claimed, and asking 
for a preliminary injunction. That may be done without hear- 
ing, and that injunction then, without any evidence ever having 
been heard in support of it, will be enforced everywhere in the 


United States to the ormance. 

Mr. HOOKER. e 4 ee would not be made permanent 
until after a i ad. * 

Mr. CONNOLLY. It becomes permanent everywhere in the 
United States under the lan of this bill, upon merely asking 


for an injunction, and having it issued. It becomes permanent 
= — 8 the other party comes into court and seeks to have it 
aside. 

Mr. DRAPER. Which he has a right to do. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Of course he has a right to do it, but in the 
meantime it will be enforced ev here in the United States. 

Mr. DRAPER. It is provided in the bill that he may come in 
and seek to have it set aside. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. In the meantime it restrains him every- 
where, and the practical effect of it is to give a pnan injunc- 

set 


tion without any evidence to show that the out in the 
bill are true. Anyone can go into court, make a charge, and get 
an injunction that is enforced ev 


ery where. 
Mr. SULLOWAY. Why should it not restrain him every- 


ere? 
Mr. CONNOLLY. Because the fact has not been established. 
Mr. SULLOWAY. If it is to be enforced anywhere, why not 
Se it Do enforced everywhere within the jurisdiction of the United 
tates 
Mr. CONNOLLY. Of course, if you make it an injunction 
3 on a Dearing, that is a 8 thing, but this is an in- 
on a mere ex parte showing. 
Mr. SULLOWAY. But the court would take care to order an 
immediate hearing. 


Mr. CONNOLLY. The court could not order an immediate 


Mr. SULLOWAY. And a bond would be required, if there 
0 . 
8 The court might require a bond and it 
might not. 


Mr. SULLOWAY. That is assuming that the court would not 
do the right thing. 
Mr. CONNOLLY. We ought to require the court to do the 
right 5 rotect the parties. 
H The court will do that. 
I think the courts may be relied upon to 


Mr. SULLOWAY. 
protect everybody. 
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Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Does not this ude any 
person from singing a topical ballad if it is copyrighted? Would 
not that be included in the terms musical composition,” in line 12? 
- Mr. DRAPER. If it is copyrighted, of course. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Then it would include a copy- 

ighted ballad. 1 
r. DRAPER. It would include the performance of anything 
that was the property of another, withoutauthority. Asthis mat- 
ter has awakened more discussion than I e: I will yield ten 
minutes to the gentleman who introduced bill, Mr. CUMMINGS 
of New York. 

Mr. HULICK. Will the gentleman allow me just a moment, to 
offer an amendment? And then the gentleman can proceed. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Iwill. 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Speaker, I offer the following amendment. 
Strike out all after the word ‘‘ just,” in line 14, and before the word 
„only,“ in the seventeenth line; and also strike out in line 20 the 
word such.“ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. DALZELL). The gentleman 
from Ohio offers an amendment, which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “just,” in the fourteenth line, and tothe word 
PR Sl in the seventeenth line thereof; and in line 20 strike out the word 
9 a so as to read, “representation of any dramatic or musical compo- 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, the amendment offered by the 
gentleman would entirely emasculate the bill and leave the law 
practically where it is y—worthless. There are 5,000 theaters 
and opera houses in the United States. They cost from $10,000 to 
$800,000 each. These theaters employ 50,000 persons outside of 
actors and actresses. There are upward of 400 3 plays, 
written or owned by citizens of the United States, played nightly 
in our cities. They give employment to from 5,000 to 6,000 actors 
and actresses. The total of plays involved is over 1,500. The 
cost of producing these plays ranges from $2,000 to $25,000 each. 
This enormous aggregate invested is entirely dependent upon the 
tia to perform these pae 

he laws of the United States recognize the right to perform a 
per as the exclusive property of the author or owner of the play. 
e copyright law imposes severe fines for the punishment of 
Sagar who perform a play without the consent of the owner. 

e Federal courts provide facilities for preventing, by injunc- 
tion, the unauthorized ormance of plays. It would, there- 
fore, Len, that the right to perform a play was thus perfectly 
protec 

But the law does not protect this class of property. There is 
under the copyright law no real protection against the unlawful 
performance of a play. An a obtained against the 
unwarranted performance of a play is of comparatively limited 
value. A man who steals a valuable play can sell a copy for a 
few dollars, or perform it e night for months in practical 
immunity from arrest, fine, or imprisonment. There are innu- 
merable companies in all parts of the country en at all times 
in the unla performance of plays to which they have no legal 
or moral right. The theft of successful new plays and the sale of 
stolen copies of the manuscripts have becomea regularly organized 
business. There is one firm in Chicago alone that advertises the 
manuscripts of hundreds of plays to not one of which it has any 

ht whatever. 

ese stolen aya are performed by irresponsible parties with- 

out means, | habitation,orreputation. Aninjunction obtained 
in one Federal district is inoperative in any other, and by crossing 
an i i line the person conducting the unlawful orm- 
ance may the United States law and continue to ‘orm the 
play until its commercial value is completely destroyed. Entire 
sections of the country, East, West. North, and South, are now so 


overrun with these unlawful producers of plays that table 
companies are completely debarred from en them. e local 
and owners of theaters are nowhere in y with 


managers 
these unlawful ucers of plays, but it has now almost 
impossible for them to detect a fraudulent production when con- 
tracting for performances in their houses, 

No man can defend this great wrong. Look at it more closely. 
The man who is robbed of the work of his intellect is told to go to 
Slr hy ir dga aa praa ants 8 “Tho pirato skips 

y İs being produced and gets an injunction. ps 
By another circuit and displays his stolen goods. followed 
with a second injunction he goes into a third circuit, and the 
chase continues. The owner of the copyright might spend all his 
— if he has any, and if not might spend his entire fortune, 

ore he could secure a conviction of the thief. 

I know of one case myself. One of McKee Rankin's plays was 
being pirated in Denver. It was being performed i 
house there. I say “performed”—I should say “butchered.” 


against the performance, and the man who was 
romptly turned the company over to another pirate, and tha 


mtleman produced the play in that very opera house in that 
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very city on the next day. If he had been followed up he would 
have turned the company over to a third pirate, and the perform- 
ance would have been continued indefinitely. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not the first time this bill has been before 
the House of Representatives. It was here in the last Congress. 
As a remedy it was proposed to give any Federal court jurisdic- 
tion over the entire country. I am not a lawyer and I shall not 


attempt to use legal phraseology. I shall try to make it so plain 
that even a common tblack can understand it. ughter. ] 
Say an author has copyrighted a play and sold it. Twenty-five 


thousand dollars has been 
duce it. Somebody out in 
cisco anaes it and sends out piratical troupes 
mangled play without authority from the author. e author or 
N er can go to a Federal qudge say the circuit judge of the 
ew York district—and get an injunction which would hold in 
every circuit in the United States. Such was the bill pro i 


55 in the city of New York to pro- 
icago, or New Orleans, or San Fran- 
to orm that 


in 
the last Congress. The House voted it down, because they did 
not think it proper to give a Federal judge in New York complete 
jurisdiction over a matter in Texas. I do not say that the House 
was not right, although I must say that if the force bill had be- 
come a law it would have given the Federal courts far more juris- 
diction than that 5 the last Congress. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this bill attempts to correct what the House 
thought was wrong in the bill then. As I understand it now, it 
gives a Federal judge in New York the power to issue a manda- 
mus or an injunction or power to punish for contempt, and that 

wer can be exercised in any other judicial district in the United 
tates if it is indorsed by the judge ruling in that district. If 
he refuses his assent, that ends the whole matter, and the man 
who owns the copyright remains unprotected. But if the pr 
believes that the pirate was at work in his district, by a sim 
indorsement he could pen the pirate and stop the robbery. 

Now, Mr. Speaker 

Mr. RAV. DoI understand the gentleman to be now stating 
what the law is, or what this bill proposes? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. What this bill proposes. 

Mr. RAY. I do not think there is any such provision in the bill 
as the 5 The way I read it it provides that an 
injunction may issue by a judge, say in the circuit court of the 
State of New York, and that that injunction may be served any- 
where in the United States, that it shall be operative wherever 
served, and u that person wherever he may go, and that the 
court or the judge in any circuit anywhere in the United States 
may enforce it. The bill does not require any indorsement by the 


jud 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Well, that is practically the same thing 
probably a little better. 

Mr. RAY. But it does not require any indorsement. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. But it leaves it in the power of the ju to 
enforce the injunction or not to enforce it, and that is the point I 
am getting at. Here, for instance, is a man who spends $10,000 
for a play, which is produced in the city of New York. Itisa 
failure. He loses his $10,000. He goers his flint and tries again. 
He spends $15,000 more for a second play, and that also proves a 


failure,and his money vanishes. Finally, after repeated efforts, 
he procures a play that isa t success. It is bringing in mon 
— more ean cepey for all the losses he has in 


Now, the moment that play is su ten or a dozen or per- 
haps twenty pirates seize it. They send their stenographers into 
the theater to copy the words. They can 3 if they wish, 
from a company organized 3 „vrhich sends its stenogra- 
phers and its musicians to steal words or music. Next, these ten 
or twenty piratical companies spread themselves all over the 
Union. ey do not give the play as it was written by the author. 
It rape e thirty or forty performers to present it properly; 
but y and mutilate it so that it can be performed by 
half a dozen poopie, They damage irretrievably the property 
owned by the author, or by the man raed gw up the money to pro- 
y. The author received his copyright from the 
United States, and the theft of his play is a robbery of his brains. 
Yet he remains unprotected. The Government virtually receives 
his money under If the thief was at the South 
and stole a hog, he would probably be shot or hanged, but he can 
steal the w uct of another man’s brain and be virtually pro- 
tected Ropes laws. 
ep Erboedo ke riei plajed rerata aAa N 
musical compositions publicly or either wi 
or without hire. Take a musical Palad, for instance, that is sung 
upon the street by boys and girls, or played upon an organ with- 
out compensation, the provisions of this bill would apply to that, 
would they not; and if so, ought there not to be an amendment to 


except such cases? 
Mr. CUMMINGS. I will say to my friend that the author of a 
popular ballad is always too glad to have it sung upon the streets 


or pam by a hurdy-gurdy, because that brings it into public 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. That is true as a matter of 


\ 
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sentiment, but does not this bill apply to cases where ballads are 


sung publicly in that way? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I think not. I have not examined it care- 
fully. It is not the bill that I introduced. It is the one that the 
Senate has passed. There may be a slight difference. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. With the gentleman’s permis- 
sion, I will offer an amendment to meet that case. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Ihave no objection to an amendment for 
the specific purpose the gentleman suggests. Does he mean where 
these ballads are sung on the street, or where they are sung in a 
theater or an opera house, but not for hire? 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Under this bill boys and girls 
singing popular ballads on the street would be liable to the pen- 
alties provided in the bill. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. In the eighth line the bill provides that the 
penalty shall apply only where the composition is produced with- 
out the consent of the proprietor. Now, if these compositions are 
offered for sale, the consent of the proprietor is implied. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Ihave no objection to an amendment such 
as the gentleman from New Jersey suggests, although I think it 
entirely unnecessary. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Then I will offer it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would say to the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey that there is one amendment already 


Rename: 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Then I will withhold mine 
until that one is disposed of. 

Mr. CUMMING: I will say, Mr. Speaker, that I do not think 
such an amendment is necessary, because I do not think any 
trouble will ever arise in the cases the gentleman from New Jersey 
mentions. I know that when it is desired to perform The Bank- 
er's Daughter,“ or any other play at a church festival, the per- 
mission of the author is always given; in fact, the author is glad 
to give such permission, because it makes his composition more 
popular, and thereby enhances its value. Finally, Mr. Speaker, I 
say that it is a disgrace to the Congress of the United States to 
have the dramatic authors and the musical composers of this 
country coming here year after year praying for relief and asking 
simple justice for the protection of their property—such protection 
as you give to cabinetmakers, machinists, and breeders of razor- 
backed hogs. [Applause.] 

Here the hammer fell.] 

r. HULICK: Mr. Speaker, in offering the amendment which 
has been submitted to the House, I think that in the bill as it 
now stands the penalties are entirely too severe. The bill makes 
no exceptions in favor of any persons or any company that may 

resent any copyrighted musicalor dramatic composition. Upon 

ther consideration, however, and with the consent of the chair- 
man of the committee, I will withdraw the amendment I have 
offered and offer instead that which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Insert after the word " year,” in line 17, the following: 

“ Provided, That if said performance and representation shall be for char- 
nanie or 8 purposes, it shall be a good defense to any prosecution 
under s 

Mx. HULICK. Only a word in support of this amendment. I 
had the honor to be a member of the Committee on Patents in 
the Fifty-third Congress when a bill of this character in regard to 
dramatic performances was considered by that committee. I 
sympathize with the friends of this measure in the efforts they 
are maag to protect the dramatic copyrights, and I think the 
law should operate very severely upon persons who may willfully 

inge upon such rights. 

Mr.C GS. Will the gentleman allow me one question? 

Mr. HULICK. Certainly. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. If it is wrong to rob a man at all, is it not 
wrong to rob him through the operations of achurch? For that 
is adding h. risy to theft. [Laughter.] , 

Mr. HULICK. I can not agree with my friend at all in his con- 
clusion. Ithink that the authors of these dramatic compositions 
the ies who have an interest in these representations and who 
would undoubtedly be greatly benefited—should do for the church 
as much at least as my amendment contemplates, and the parties 

resenting the play or musical concerts should not be subject to 


e and imprisonment. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. They have never refused it, my friend. 

Mr. HULICK. Very well; then it should not be assumed that 
they will in any case withhold their consent to this amendment. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. All that need be done by any church or 
charitable organization desiring to perform a co ghted piece 
is to ask permission of itsauthor; such permission is always gladly 

ted. I defy the gentleman to show one case where it has ever 
m refused. 

Mr. HULICK. I have no doubt that the authors of composi- 
tions of this class are as perona as my friend from New York 
claims that they are; and I have no doubt they would cheerfully 
assent to this amendment, so that where any of these productions 


are presented for benevolent or charitable no al 
shall attach EET 


Mr. RAY. If we are to recognize the fact that these copy- 
rights belong to the authors of the 5 then, having 
recognized this species of property, should it be any defense for 
any person Who may steal such property to say that he stole it for 


haritabl 
8 Mr HULICK. Not at all. 


Mr. RAY. If I steal your potatoes, should it be any defense 
that I stole them to give them to the poor, and did give them to 
5 poor, or gave them to a church fair or to some other charitable 
objec 

r. HULICK. Certainly not. But if a church or a charitable 
institution F a musical representation protected by 
copyright, it should be a defense, if they are indicted or prose- 
cuted for a violation of the law, that the act was not done for per- 
sonal gain, but for a charitable porns. 

Mr. RAY, There would not be any profit to me if I stole your 
potatoes and gave them to the poor. 

Mr. HULICK. Very true. 

Mr. RAY. I would not do it for profit. 

Mr. HULICK. Ithink the gentleman does not comprehend the 
force of this amendment. It does not propose to authorize any 
charitable or religious organization to infringe upon any legal 
right, but it provides—— 

. RAY. It simply proposes to recognize in this bill the prine 
ciple that, if any church or charitable organization, for the pur- 
poses of pleasure or entertainment, should find it convenient to 
steal the property of a dramatic or musical author, they may do 
so at will, and the act shall not be regarded as unlawful. 

Mr. HULICK. I only gave way for the gentleman to ask a 
question. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. I wish to call the attention of 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Huck] toa point which may ob- 
viate some of this discussion. At line 14 of this bill I find the 
words ‘‘if the unlawful performance and representation be will- 
ful and for profit.“ Now, if church organizations did not do the 
thing | 1 55 profit, their defense would be complete under the bill as 
its s 

Mr. HULICK. If they gave a performance for profit, of course 
the act would be willful. But the performance might not be for 
profit. My amendment does not propose to license religious or 
charitable organizations to make these representations, but it sim- 
ply contemplates that if there should be an attempt to prosecute 
them they may exempt themselves from punishment by making 
the defense that the performance was for a charitable or benevo- 
lent purpose. But this provision would not interfere with the 
power of the courts to enjoin any such association from making 
a musical or other representation. The bill 7 — provides against 
infringements of copyrights by 1 and power to punish 
as for contempt for disregarding the orders of the court. 

Mr. QUI Will the gentleman allow meamoment? There 
are a number of dramatic companies organized, as the gentleman 
is doubtless aware, for the a of cooperating with churches 
and charitable institutions, and which go to church and charita- 
ble organizations offering to give a performance for a division of 
the profits. No.] 

r. HULICK. That would not be a good defense. It would 
be in that case a performance for profit, and would be subject to 
the penalties provided in the act. 

r. QUIGG. Butif you put in that amendment, would it not 
allow this proceeding? 

Mr. HULICK. No;Ithink not. Ido not intend it in that way, 
I think the amendment is clearly not susceptible of that construc- 
tion. 

I sympathize with the purposes of the bill, and agree that these 
parties ought to be protected. But at the same time I think it 
would be a great 8 if the strict letter of this law were ap- 
plied in many cases which would readily present themselves to any 

ntleman who gives it a moment’s thought. Many of these per- 

ormances, as gentlemen are aware, in remote country districts 
are gotten up on the spur of the moment by people who do not 
understand these rights, who have not examined the statutes in 
reference to the matter; and these musical and dramatic perform- 
ances are inaugurated perhaps for a charitable purpose and for char- 
ity alone. Now, in such cases, if these persons so engagin insuch 
performances shall be arrested for a violation of the law, the 
amendment provides that it will be a proper defense to say that it 
was not the intention to violate the statute or to rob 8 nay Se 
his right, using the language of my friend from New York [Mr. 
CUMMINGS], but merely a defense against prosecution under the 
bill because it was not a performance undertaken for profit. But 
it would not be a defense against the injunction of the court or 


against the party undertaking to give such performance if the 
amendment is adopted. Ido not understand that would be its 
entirely innocent 
table purpose, or perhaps members of a 


effect. I simply want to protect, in such cases 
people engaged fora c 
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benevolent organization, if by chance they should present a play 
or musical programme of acharacter which would come within the 
provisions of this bill, so that the defense might be set up ina 
criminal prosecution that it was not intended for profit to them- 
selves individually, but only for benevolent or charitable objects. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Qu1Gq] tells us that the 
bill does not contemplate prosecutions in cases contemplated by 
this amendment. I can not agree with him. There is no exce 
tion in the bill. He says no prosecutions would ever be made 
under the bill as it is. That may be true; nevertheless Ithink we 
should not make it 1 for such prosecutions to be had, and 
I therefore offered this amendment. 

Mr. DRAPER. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that the amend- 
ment is unnecessary, and I hope it will not be adopted. I ask a 
vote. 

The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. HULICK, and 
it was rejected. 0 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. I withdraw my offer of an 
amendment. 

Mr. LACEY. I offer the amendment I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “ just,” in line 14, on page 1 of the bill, down 
to the word “any,” in line 17 of the bill, and insert: 

“The printing, publication, and sale of such dramatic or musical composi- 


tion by the proprietor thereof shall be deemed a sufficient consent to the 
public performance or representation thereof.“ 


Mr. LACEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, a brief explanation of the 
amendment. 

I think this bill has been drawn in a much more drastic man- 
ner than the House really understands it, Take one of our ordi- 
nary popular songs; it is copyrighted and sold; it may under this 
bill be sung in the private parlor, or perhaps sung on the streets, 
but if any troupe of performers should wish to introduce the song 
on the stage in connection with its 5 and publicly ren- 
der such composition, such troupe omes at once subject to the 

alties of this statute. It seems to me that the act should not 
drawn in that severe form. 

There is no reason, as far asI am able to understand, why a per- 
son who writes a popular song, sets it to music, prints and copy- 
rights it, and publicly sells that music and song should still retain 
the right to say where it shall be used, and have the privilege of 
punishing anybody for using it inpublic without his consent. For 
that reason I think the modification I have offered should be incor- 
porated in the bill. 

Mr. QUIGG. If the gentleman will allow me, is if not a part 
of his property? Suppose I am the author of a song, and make so 
much money, on a percentage basis, on each copy of the song sold, 
is not the song my property for still another profitable purpose? 
Suppose, for instance, that I should sell to my colleague from New 
York [Mr. Comminas]—who for the purpose of this illustration may 
be described as a 5 5 5555 concert-hall singer the exclusive right 
to sing that song publicly and for profit. Now, if anybody else, 
another clever performer, comes along and duplicates the per- 
formance which his genius has created,am I not robbed and is he 
not robbed? Does not your amendment take from us an obvious 
property right? 

. LACEY. In other words, it is as if a man who patents and 
sells a sewing machine should ask us to make it a penitentiary 
offense for the young woman, the sewing girl, to use the machine. 

Mr. QUIGG. Oh, no; that is not at all a parallel case. 

Mr. LACEY. The point I make is that when the song or dra- 
matic performance has been once copyrighted, published, and 
sold it becomes a public article just as much as any other article 
thatissold. The right passes from the originator to the purchaser 
of the article, and when a man purchases such an article heshould 
have the right to use it in public or in private as he pleases. In 
other words, a man should not be permitted to sell his property 
and keep it at the same time. 

Mr. QUIGG. Jam afraid my friend from Iowa [Mr. LACEY] 
does not understand how these songs are used. 

Mr. LACEY. I think I understand. The songs are used in 
various ways. A song may be incorporated into a variety show 
and become one of the principal parts of the show. 

Mr. QUIGG. Precisely. 

Mr. LACEY. And by so doing they will copyt ght the entire 
e and thus prevent the use of it after selling it to the 

ublic. 
F Mr. QUIGG. Oh, no; you can not do that. 

Mr. LACEY. ain, too much stress is put upon the brains of 
these inventions. Nine-tenths of all these copyrighted plays are 
pirated in the first place. That is, the first pirate is the man who 
copyrights the play. He gathers his material from a thousand 
older sources. e makes it ongi simply by incorporating it 
into a play, and he can copyright it without an e of orig- 
inality. He does not have to go into the Patent ce and prove 
originality, as a man does who wishes to procure a patent upon a 
piece of machinery, but a copyright is granted as a matter of 


right to begin with, on paying the necessary fee and filing tho 
title-page. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Then you mean to tell me that our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ pirated the Golden Rule because some 


Brahmin romu aie it hundreds of years before He did? 

Mr. LACEY. Notatall. He took out no patent upaa it. Be- 
side that, if He had taken out a patent on the Golden Rule, under 
this law it would have done Him no good. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. No one uses it anyway. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LACEY. My friend now proposes that if the Golden Rule 
should be incorporated into a play by McKee Rankin it would be 
a copyrighted article, and that that particular combination of 
words, with the Golden Rule inserted in a particular connection, 
if copyrighted, could not be afterwards used in that particular 
form. It seems to me the vice of this bill is that it makes an of- 
fense, for which a man may be sentenced to jail for a year, simply 
for performing in public a thing which may have already been 
practically pirated by the copyrighting party himself. It is an 
extreme law, a law that is unnecessary. I grant you, Mr. Speaker, 
that there is good reason for enlarging the law so as to take in 
musical compositions. I concede that it would be well to enlarge 
the law as to the practice, so that the injunctions which are 
granted in the city of New York may be enforced through appro- 
priate channels in Denver and in other places; but to make a crime 
out of the violation of a copyright is an extreme application of the 
law which it seems to me is utterly unjustifiable and unnecessary. 
We do not authorize it in the infringement of patents. 

Mr. QUIGG. Would it not be the effect of your amendment 
that if I wrote a song and copyrighted and published it—— 

Mr. LACEY. And sold it. 

Mr. QUIGG. And sold it, that anybody could publicly perform 
it for profit? 

Mr. Lachv. Certainly. If you do not want to make it public 
in that way, you must not sell it. When you once sell it, the 
right to use it passes with the sale, just the same as with any 
other patented article, and it should go with the sale. 

sta Saa The right to use it to the extent of making money 
out of it? 

Mr. LACEY. The right to use it to any extent whatever; that 
when it is copyrighted, and you pay an additional price for the 
copyrighted article, the right to use it should go with it. 

Nir. COX. Will the gentleman yield to me, so I can get some 
information about this matter? 

Mr. LACEY. I yield to the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. COX. What kind of power do you invoke for the enforce 
ment of this law when it is violated? 

Mr. LACEY. ‘The present law requires that the Perey holdin, 
the copyright shall protect himself in his civil rights by a ci 
proceeding in the courts, just the same asif he had a patented 
article. This bill proposes to go further. It proposes that you 
may go into the courts and file informations or obtain indictments 
and punish as a crime the use of a copyrighted article. It is a 
very extreme measure, it seems to me; one which has evidently 
been drawn up by some lawyer, specially employed by parties 
holding such copyrights, in an endeavor to make it so strong that 
the whole power of the Federal Government in its criminal capac- 
ity can be invoked and the cost of disputes of this character sad- 
dled upon the Government by making a new statutory crime, 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Does not the putting of these 
ballads on sale for profit work a dedication or abandonment to the 
public as a matter of law? 

Mr. LACEY. It will if my amendment is adopted. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Even without the amendment, 
would it not be an abandonment of the property as a pure ques- 
tion of law? 

Mr. LACEY. Unquestionably; and yet the law is drawn in 
such a way as that it would probably have no effect. 

Mr. . He wants to sell it more than once. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Iowa in offer- 
ing his amendment says that this bill is drawn up in a severe form. 
That unquestionably is true. But he should consider that the 
sort of property which we are seeking to protect in this bill is very 
easily stolen, and that laws which avail to render other forms of 
property safe from spoliation are of no service with this kind; and 
so the law, if it is going to accomplish anything, must be severer 
than one which applies in the case of an ordinary piece of property 
that has to be physically picked up and carried off and appropriated 
in some easily observed way in order to constitute a theft. This 
is literary property and we are seeking in this bill to protect the 
author of it in all the rights that ought to accrue to him on 
account of his production. 

Now, one of these rights the gentleman from Iowa seeks to de- 
siray by this amendment, and that is the right to control any 
production of it, any use of it, out of which the user proposes to 
make money. When I copyright a song, if it is meritorious, the 
first and most profitable use to which I can put itis to hand it 
over to a cleyer actor and singer, so that he can act it and sing it 


into popularity. I would not make a dollar on the publication of 
what might be a very clever pong miens it was cleverly introduced 
on the stage by somebody who w how to fasten public atten- 
tion u it. Does the eman from Iowa mean to say that I 
shall not have that right, or that I shall not be protected in that 
right? His amendment oys that right absolutely, and yet he 
must that there would be no profit to any publisher of any 
song in the sale of it unless first he could demonstrate to the pub- 
lic that it was a clever thing. The people would not know of its 
existence otherwise. Every one of the songs for which there has 
been a popular sale has been introduced to the public by some 
clever performer, who has taught to the public the fact of its at- 
tractive tune or amusing words, and then everybody wants it. 
You destroy his most profitable right in his production. More- 
over, when you come straight to the rights of the thing, is it not 
a very necessary right that the author of li or musical com- 
ition should enjoy a part of every profit w. anybody ob- 
ori from the use = 3 2 doni not forbi = 
singing of his song or the ing of his piece for amusement, 
but only that when s or spoken for profit he shall have some 
of the profit. It seems that that is a fair, n , and equitable 
thing, if we are going to make an effectual copyright, and other- 
wise it is impossible that an author can ever make anything ont 
of his work. 
Mr. RAY. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question 


before taking his seat? 
Mr. ES Certainly. 
Mr. X. Do you think this would be a violation of the law: 


Suppose his song was copyrighted and the owner of it should put 
that song in all the bookstores in the city of New York or of the 
United States for public sale, and it should go on sale in that way, 
and some company, in connection with a church, perhaps, or a 
county fair,or some other institution, should get up an entertain- 
ment and have that song sung in or as a part of that enter- 
tainment, would that, in your judgment, be a violation of this 
law? Is this bill intended to stop a thing of that kind? 

Mr. n heeht I do not 8 4 the bill is intended to stop a 
thing of that kind, but I think it will operate to do so. 

Mr. RAY. If that would make such a use of the song an of- 

: 2 it is too drastic after it has been put generally upon the 
market. 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Will the gentleman allow me to 
answer that question? 

Mr. . Yes. 

Mr. PER of Wisconsin. Permit me to say that it seems to 
me that in line 8 of the bill we have a complete answer to the 
question of the tleman from New York and the very matter 
which seems to 1 troubled the gentleman from Iowa 
Lacey]. When a man offers a uct of his for public 
gives then his consent that it may be reproduced by anybody. 

Mr. QUIGG. Perhaps that is so, but I rather think not. 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. And without the consent proba- 
bly, then, it becomes an offense; but when he offers it for notorious 

ablic sale he means that they shall pay for the use of it provided 
They do it. I think the point taken 
York is this, but if a man does not offer it in the book stores or 
the music stores in the manner suggested by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Ray], then he does not offer it for promiscuous 
interpretation, but can copyright it and yet sell it to a single singer 
to be sung. He does not give the right to everybody to use it. 

Mr. Gig My friend's answer is not mine. I should say 
that this bill forbade the reproduction for profit of that song 
anybody anywhere and under any circumstances without the own- 
er's consent. That is what the law ought to do. When it is - 

ted that this is too drastic, I say no, and that there is no profit 
in the 
reproduction by a Sunday school at a charitable entertainment is 
concerned, gentlemen are raising a question that they know the 
owner of the song will never raise, but in order to protect him 
everywhere he must have a law under which he can raise that 
question if he likes. 

Mr. LACEY. But the law would be enforced a eeg grand dars 
or by the district oe The com or author would have 
nothing to do with it. You are invoking here the criminal stat- 
‘utes of the United States and they can be brought to bear by any- 


body. 

Mr. QUIGG. True; but there is always a complaining witness, 
witht whom the law rarely acts. Nobody wants to proceed 
against Sunday schools, and there is no danger of any such situa- 
tion arising. E 

The gentleman says that in his opinion nobody 
would prosecute a Sunday school, but does the permit any- 
body to do that? 

Mr. QUIGG. I hope that the bill permits it. My friend from 


Wisconsin . COOPER] says it does not, and perhaps he is right, 
but 1 tiie the law Sane to avail to protect the owner at all 


he 


points. I say that unless you draw the law so strictly that you | 
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unless it has the benefit of such a law. So far as its | 
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can this piracy by everybody eve 
drawn it strictly enongh to protect anybody anywhere. 

Mr. HULI Is not the remedy by injunction sufficient to 
stop all cas of such productions? 

à . Of course not. 8 has it ever done? 

A There is the power of the court to enjoin, and 
to enforce its orders, by fine and imprisonment, against any per- 
son who violates the law or is guilty of contempt of court. 

Mr. QUIGG. Precisely; but the gentleman knows that the 
piracy never is stop d in that way. 

Mr. COOPER isconsin. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say a 
word or two in reply to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. LACEY], 
and also in reply to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Hurack] who 
has just taken his seat. With all due respect to them, it seems 
to me that they misunderstand the scope, intent, and purpose of 
this bill. There could be no possible offense under it, were it 
enacted into law, unless the rendition of the copyrighted song or 
dramatic composition were without the consent of the person 
owning the copyright. His consent or nonconsent goes to the 
very gist of the offense. The man who owns a copyrighted song 
or dramatic composition has the right, if he chooses, to allow any 
person to use it with or without compensation to him. The 
offense consists in using it without his consent. 

If the owner of the copyright sells to proprietors of bookstores 
or of music stores throughout the State of New York or else- 
where his copyrighted work, whether a musical or a dramatic 
composition, for the purposes of general sale by them from their 
shelves, then, of course, everybody who buys such a composition 
from those dealers buys with it the consent of the owner of the 
copyright that they may sing or perform the thing they buy. The 


where you haye not 


e is made with his consent that the song s be sung or the 
composition performed. 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. But is not that only one use of 
the ange A and is not the public singing of the song for profit 
ano use 


Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Not at all; I will show where the 
mistake arises. If the author or owner of the copyright offers 
his production for sale everywhere in bookstores and music stores, 
and they sell it with his consent, then any person who buys it from 
them of course buys with it his consent to perform it, and there is 
no offense. But now go to line 14, and you find that if the unlaw- 
ful performance or representation be for profit, then it will be a 

emeanor. To eit a misdemeanor must be an unlaw- 

ful performance. But the performance is not unlawful when the 
performer buys from a music dealer or from the Lai, sages of a 
kstore something which the proprietor of the store himself 


bought from the owner of the copyright. It is not unlawful for 
me to reproduce publicly a thing t I have bought in that 
moe fl because it is my own p and I have bought the 


i uce it in any place or manner that I 
. LACEY. Some gentlemen contend that 
an effect directly o; ite to that suggested by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, and as the amendment which I pro; would 
make the law as the gentleman now claims it is, what objection 
can there be to inserting the amendment? 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. A very t objection. It was 

inted a bid the gentleman from New York [Mr. Quiaa]. 

nder this bill if the owner of a copyright does not sell to dealers 
the right to sell the work generally, but himself retains the 
a Ale pe and sells only to an individual singer or to the pro- 
prietor of a particular theater the right to sing the song or to 
use the dramatic composition, then nobody has any right to make 
puie: representation or rendition of it except the individual so 
ice 

Mr. LACEY. But the amendment covers that. 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. But there is no necessity for it, 
because the bill as it stands is absolutely correct on that point. 
There can be no unlawful ormance unless it be without the 
consent of the owner, and if Icopyright a rent Aes sell it to deal- 
ers to be sold by them over the counter, ces y who purchases 
it from them buys with it my consent that he use it in any wa 
he may choose, and for profit or otherwise, in his discretion. It 
is the property of the music dealer, and not my property, as soon 
as I have sold it to him to put on his shelves. The distinction 
made by the gentleman from New York is absolutely good; it is 
as plain as the distinction between daylight and darkness. 

man may own a copyright and not sell it for the use of the 
world at large, just as the owner of a pene’ invention may 
allow only one person or only four or five people in the whole 
United States to use it. He may retain his right to the patent 
and simply sell 3 articles. He is not obliged to allow 
the right to be by everyone. But if he places the articles 
with storekeepers ey to be sold by them absolutely and 
without condition, then the people who bny do so with his consent 
that they use the article for e they desire. The particular 
property sold in such cases omes that of the man who buys; 
it ceases to be that of the owner of the patent or copyright. 


e bill will have 
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The gentleman from New York made another valuable sugges- 
tion— the owner of a copyright might not want tor art with 
his rights in such a way as to allow the promiscuous production of 
his work; he might be unwilling to allow the rendition or the in- 
terpretation of his composition by every bungler who might hap- 
pen to get hold of it. Take the case of the owner of a song—for 
instance, the song Lorena,“ published some years ago, the com- 
position of a poor man who at that time lived in my district—a 
ius, if ever there was one. He wrote the song, anda great many 
ousands of dollars were made out of it. But he ought to have 
had the right, after obtaining his copyright, to withhold that 
song from public sale, and to give to an artist in the city of Chi- 
cago, for instance, the right tosingit on the stagethere. Nobody 
else would have the right to ory, anorg of that song in public, so 
long as the exclusive right had m given by the author to that 


er. = 
8 CUMMINGS. Will the gentleman allow me a remark 
right there? The song, Mamie, come kiss your honey boy,” sung 
by May Irwin, has brought to its author, as I read in the news- 
papers, $50,000 in the form of royalties, : 
r. COOPER of Wisconsin. Exactly. In that way a song may 
be sung into reputation and popularity all over the United States. 
But if the owner of the copyright of a song wishes to sell it to the 
music dealers in Chi In California, North and South Dakota, 
North Carolina, and the other States, then anyone who buys 
the song from any one of those dealers buys it with the consent of 
the owner of the copyright to the public or private performance 
of the composition for profit or without profit. The distinction 
which has made seems to me to be perfectly good. And there 
2 no necessity whatever for the amendment of the gentleman from 
owa. 
Mr. DRAPER. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that this matter is 
22 understood. I hope the amendment will not prevail. Lask 
or a vote. > 


such or persons be ty of a 
tion, bo — for A e — —— — one year.” 

The question being taken, the motion was rejected; there being— 
ayes 9, noes 52. ‘ 

The pacar pray pro 3 The question is now on the 
second branch of the amendment of the gentleman from Iowa, 
which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Seog ep eo a a 

The $ ca x 
tion by the 2 shall bedeened enfiiciems consent to tise public 
performance or representation thi Ad 

The question being taken, the amendment was rejected; there 
being—ayes 10, noes 52. 

Mr. CONNOLLY rose. 

The SPEAKER. Has the gentleman from Massachusetts de- 
manded the previous question? 

Mr. D ER. I have not. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
CONNOLLY] has an amendment to which the committee will g — 

The SPEAKER. The amendment which the gentleman 
Illinois has sent up to the desk will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by inse: os * A a 
2 t after the word granted, in line 17, the words “upon 


the defendant.” 
The question being taken, 
The SPEAKER. noes seem to have it. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Lask fora division. The chairman of the 
committee is content with this amendment, I understand. 

The question being again taken, there were—ayes 43, noes 22. 

So the a t was agreed to. 

Mr. DRAPER. I now move the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered; and under the o tion 
thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. - 

On motion of Mr. DRAPER, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had agreed to the reports of the com- 


mittees of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 


On (H. K. 45 9 the Senate to bi 5 Peay 
. 4354) granting a ion . Mary Go 
Carr, widow of the late Brig. and Bvt. Maj. Gen. Joseph B. Carr, 
United States Volunteers, deceased; and 
A bill (H. R. 2604) to increase the pension of Caroline A. Hough, 
widow of Brig. Gen. John Hough. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of the 
committees. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions was called. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to inquire whether 
any bill that embodies a Syed, upon the Government could come 
up in this hour, under the ? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be admissible under the rule. 

Mr. PICKLER. I think we have no bills on the House Calen- 
dar. I therefore ask unanimous consent that we might have an 
hour to take up bills on the Private Calendar reported from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks thatit would scarcely be in 
order to make the request at this time. It has not been the custom 
heretofore to interrupt the call of committees for requests for 
unanimous consent. The Chair has exercised that discretion thus 
far in regard toit, and thinks that it would interrupt the business, 

Mr. PICKLER. I will not press the matter. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 
mittees. 

The Committee on Private Land Claims was called. 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Mr. S r, I desire to call up from 
the Committee on Private Land Claims the bill (H. R.4603) to con- 
fer jurisdiction on the Court of Private Land Claims to try and 
determine a title. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. PAYNE. I make point of order that this bill is not in 
order under this rule. 

The SPEAKER. This bill, the Chair has just been informed, 
is on the Private Calendar, and could not come up under the call. 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. This call was made just as I came into 
the Hall, and I did not know exactly what it was. I withdraw 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the next com- 
mittee. 

The Committee on Revision of the Laws was called. 

Mr. BOWERS. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 2782) to 
codify and arrange the laws relating to pensions. 

If Tcould be permitted a moment to explain the bill before it is 


read—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will call the gentleman's attention 
to the fact that this bill is not on the House Calendar, and is not 
subject to be called up under the rule. 

. BOWERS. It is on page 4 of the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. That is the Calendar of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. This is a call of committees, on which 
call bills can be ted at the request of committees which 
are on the House Calendar only. 

Mr. BOWERS. Is it not entitled to be on the House Calendar? 

TheSPEAKER. But it is not on the Calendar; that is the point. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Does it appropriate any money? 

Mr. BOWERS. No; it does not. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the House is entitled to 
know what bills are liable to come up under this committee call, 
and that the requirement that it should be on the House Calendar 
is twofold: First, that it shall not carry an appropriation, and 
second, that it shall give notice to the House that it is in that con- 
dition. The question whether it ought to be changed to the other 
Calendar or not would make no difference, as the gentleman will 
at once see, in that regard. 

Mr. BOWERS. It carries no appropriation, but simply codi- 
fies the laws. 

The SPEAKER. Then some proceeding may be taken at an- 
other time to have it put on the proper Calendar. It can be called 
up in the next call of the committee. 

Mr. BOWERS Would it be proper to move thatit be placed on 
the House Calendar? 

The SPEAKER. Not for action to-day. It would not be in 
C Later on the Chair will ex- 
amine the bill, and if the proper motion is made we will be glad 
to assist the gentleman. It can be brought up 8 


call. 
The Clerk will proceed with the call of committees. 
The Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic was called. 
SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. MORSE. Mr. S. er, I present for the consideration of 
the House the bill (H. R. 1888) to further amend an act entitled 
An act regulating the sale of intoxicating liquors in the District 
of Columbia,” approved the 8d day of March, A. D. 1893, and ask 
its immediate consideration. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That an act entitled “An act regulating the sale of 
0 Y liquors in the District of Columbia,” approved March 3, A. D. 

be, the same is hereby, further amended as follows: 

Amend the first section of said act by striking out the words nor to sales 
by the maker, brewer, or distiller thereof not to be drunk on the premises;“ 
so that the section as amended shall read: 

“That no person shall sell, offer for sale, or keep for sale or traffic in, 
barter, or exchange for goods, in the District of Columbia, any intoxicating 
liquor, except as hereinafter provided; but this shall not apply tosales made 
by a person under a provision of law requiring him to sell personal property. 

erever the term ‘intoxicating liquors’ is used in this act it shall be deemed 
to include whisky, brandy, rum, gin, wine, ale, porter, beer, and all other 
fermented and distilled liquors.” 

Amend section 2 of said act bP Bowie immediately after the words“ the 
action of said board shall be l and conclusive” the words as to facts. 

estions of law war be sppealen to the supreme court of the District of 
lumbia either the applicant or any contestant of record; “ so that the 


wo 
stituting * building” for place in the 


occurs; 
“make the 


Amend section 6 of said act by 1 out the words above age of 16 

ears; also by inserting at the end and in continuation of said section the 
Jallowt : “And provi ＋ 6 That the interior of 5 where 
intoxicating liquors are shall at all times be exposed to full view from 
the street, except in the case of a hotel pe Bers terior 3 in 
which case there shall be a full view of the interior from the public halls;” 
so that said section as amended shall read: ya 

“That under the license issued in accordance with this act no intoxicati 
liquors shall be sold, given, or in any way disposed of to any minor or intoxi- 
cated pe nor to an habitual d, nor to any person who is in the 
habit. of becoming intoxicated, if such person's wife, mother, or daughter 
shall in writing request that the Loy er eeper shall not sell to such person, 
or between 12 o'clock midnight and 4 oel in the morning, during which 
last-named hours and on Sundays every barroom and other place where 
intoxicating liquors are sold shall be kept closed and no intoxicating liquor 
sold: ‘Provided: That the keeper of any hotel or tavern having a license under 
this act may sell intoxicating liquors to bona fide registered guests in his 
hotel or tavern at the meals or in the rooms of such guests: And provided 
further, That the said excise board may in its discretion issue a license to any 
duly incorporated club on the petition of the officers of the club, and that the 
ARE excise board may in its discretion granta permit to such club to sell 
intoxicating liquors to members and guests between such hours as the 
aforesaid may designate in said permit: Provided further, however, That any 


licensed dealer may, with the permission of the excise „at any bona 
fide entertainment of any ety, club, or corporation, sell intoxicating 
liquors between such hours as the rd afi may designate in said per- 


mit: And provided further, That the interior of every place where intoxicat- 
ing liquors are sold shall at all times be exposed in full view from the street, 
except in the case of a hotel having an interior dining room, in which case 
there shall be a full view of the interior from the public halls.” 

Amend section 8 of said act by inserting immediately after the word prem- 
ises,” in the last sentence of said section, and also immediately after the 

hrase to be drunk where sold," in this sentence, the words or in quanti- 

es less than 1 pint, whether to be drunk on the premises or not;” so that 
said sentence shall read, as amended: 

That every place where distilled malt or fermented Wien USES. orcor- 
dials are sold in-quantities as prescribed for retail dealers by section 324, 
Revised Statutes of the United States, to be drunk upon the premises, or 
quantities less than 1 pint, whether to be drunk on the premises or not, shall 
be regarded as a barroom; ” etc. 4 

Amend section 13 of said act by inserting immediately after “party,” before 
“Provided,” near the end of the section, nor to any person for continuin 
the business of such twice-convicted licensee at the place or places where su 
wontons cuentas or elsewhere; so that the amended sentence of said sec- 
tion shall $ 

“That after second conviction no license shall thereafter be granted to said 

y nor to any person for continuing the business of such twice-convicted 
censee at the place or places where such violations occurred or elsewhere: 
Provided,” etc. ` 

Amend section 14 of said act by inserting at the end and in continuation of 
said section the following: “Provided, That nothing in this section shall 
apply to witnesses against the violation of any of the provisions of this act;” 
80 that said section as amended shall read: 


That any person assisting in or aiding and abetting the violation of any of 
the provisions of this act shail be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 
thereof shall be fined not less than $50 nor more than $100, or be imprisoned 
in the District Jail or workhouse for not more than one month for each and 
every such offense: Provided, That nothing in this section shall apply to wit- 
nesses anes the violation of any of the provisons of this act.” 

Amend section 15 of said act by substituting the words “ of two witnesses” 
for the words “satisfactory to either of them;” so that the section as amended 


That prosecutions for violations of the provisions of this act shall be on 
information filed in the police court by the attorney of the District of Colum- 
bia or any of his assistants duly authorized to act for him, and said attorney 
or his ts shall file such information upon the presentation to or 
ae of sworn information of two witnesses that the law has bee: 

x a ; 

Amend section 16 of said act by striking out the words “ between the near- 
est entrance to each by the shortest course of travel” and inserting instead 
the words“ by theshortest line; ” also by striking out the words at the date 
of the said act or where they occur; so that the section as amended shall 


read: 

That license for any-of the purposes specified in any section of said act 
shall not be granted to any person to conduct such business within 400 feet of 
a public schoolhouse, private sch or house of religious worship, measured 
by the shortest line between such p of business and any schoolhouse. pri- 
vate school, or house of religious worship, except in such places of business 
as were located and licensed previous to the erection or occupation of such 
schoolhouse, private school, or place of religious worship: ided,” etc. 

And amend section 19 of said act by striking out the words “under 16 years 
of age; also by striking out the words * Provided, That the excise board may 
in its discretion permit the playing of such games, except cards, in dul 
licensed places.“ and oper, were the words “ orin any adjoining room;" 
also by striking out the wo 3 after next following 
so that the section as amended read: 

That no licensee under a barroom license shall nan peed or permit to be 
employed, or allow any female or minor or poreon convicted of crime to sell, 
give, furnish, or distribute any intoxicating drinks or any admixture thereof, 
ale, wine, or beer, to any person or persons, nor permit the playing of pool, 
or billiards, or other games in the room where such liquorsare sold, or in an 
adjoining room: Provided, That no licensee in any place shall knowingly se 
or permit to be sold in his establishment any intoxicating liquor of any kind 
to sny parein under the age of 21 years, under the penalty, upon due convic- 
tion thereof, of forfeiting such license; and no person so forfeiting his license 

again be granted a license for the term of two years.” 


The Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic reported the follow- 
ing amendments: 


On page 7, line 16, strike out Provided, That nothing in this section shall 
apply to witnesses t the violation of any of the provisions of this act,” 
and substitute the following: 

“Provided, That no witness shall be excused from testifying in any case 
brought under this act on the ground that his answer may tend to incrimi- 
nate him, but no witness so testifying shall thereafter be prosecuted fora 


violation of any provision of this act concerning which such witness may have 
testified.” 


On pag 7, line 20, after the word “ witnesses,” insert citizens of the Dis- 
Eee ea Hae Latter the wond wit insert “citizens of the D 
n , line 1, after the wo witnesses," insert "citizens oi e Dis- 
trictof Columbia.” 
On page 8, strike out from line 3 to line 18, inclusive. 


Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say to the House that the 
bill which has been read from the Clerk’s desk is in no sense a 
8 bill. The existing law contains very serious defects. 

ntlemen are aware that the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia have recently called attention to some of these very 
radical defects. The changes which are proposed by this bill are 
to some extent changes recommended by the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia. I say it is in no sense a prohibitory 
bill. The defects which this bill proposes to remedy have been 
developed since the passage of the existing law, in an attempt to 
enforce that law. I desire to say further that all shades of opin- 
ion are N upon the Committee upon the Alcoholic Liquor 
Traffic. e have friends of prohibition and license and every 
other view of the matter represented upon that committee. We 
had an exhaustive hearing, at which, I think, nearly or quite eve 
member of the committee was present, and this bill is unani- 
mously reported by the committee. I will state, as a specimen of 
the serious defects of existing law, that a man having a license as 
a brewer, or the agent of a brewery, may sell strong drink with- 
out any license whatever. That was undoubtedly a serious over- 
sight and omission in the drafting of the law as it exists on the 
statute book. 

I repeat once more, that ovary gentleman who is a member of 
this House may vote for this bill, if he is in favor of the enforce- 
ment of the license law now upon the statute book of the District 
of Columbia, As an illustration of what I have said about the 
glaring defects in the existing law, which is pro to be rem- 
edied by one of the amendments in this bill, I de: to send to the 
Clerk’s desk and have read a statement by the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia. I think if 8 of the House, 
Whatever their individual opinions may be in regard to the liquor 
traffic or its suppression, will read the report of the committee 
and the hearing, which are too long to be read here, they will be 
satisfied that every statement which I have made is correct. 
think if members of the House will examine the bill and the 
report, all those who are in favor of the enforcement of ger | 
law, whatever may be their views on the general question, 
* vote for every provision embodied in the bill. . 

I ask the Clerk to read an extract from the report of the Com- 
missioners of the District of Columbia, in regard to one of the 


| defects in the existing law. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


From the report of the Commissioners.] 
LICENSES AND BREWERIES. 

There are four breweries doing business in the District of Columbia and one 
about to begin operations, besides a score of neies of foreign breweries 
e in business here, all of which are exempt from license tax by the pro- 

ons of section 1 of the act of March 3, 1893, entitled An act ting the 
sale of intoxicating liquors in the District of Columbia,” which makes the law 
inapplicable to sales of intoxicants ? by the maker, brewer, or distiller thereof, 
not to be sold on the premises.“ This exemption also excepts breweries from 
bition nst Sunday liquor selling. This discrimination in favor of 


the prohi 
breweries was evidently an inadvertence, but is so unjust and so demoralizin, 
es Commissioners will 


in its tendencies as to require immediate correction. The 
recommend to Congress at its present session a bill to effect that object. 


Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, if no gentleman desires to be heard, 
I will move the previous question. 

Mr. MOODY. I should like to ask the gentleman a question: 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield to his colleague? 

Mr. MORSE. Certainly. 

Mr. MOODY. On page 7 of your bill there is a provision that 
no witness shall be excused from testifying in any case brought 
under this act, and that in case he does testify he s be exempt 
from prosecution. Now, I see the committee have oh 
amendment by inserting, after the word witnesses, ” 

‘citizens of the District of Columbia.” Is it proces to establish 
one rule for citizens of the District of Columbia who may happen 
to be witnesses, and another rule for temporary residents of the 
District of Columbia who may happen to be witnesses? 

Mr. MORSE. I do not think that is the intention of the com- 
mittee. . 

Mr. MOODY. That is the effect of this amendment. 

Mr. MORSE. I think the committee will disagree with my 
3 in zan to the effect of the amendment. 

Mr. MOODY. I should like to have my colleague explain the 
pP! 2 of the amendment. 

. MORSE. Well, this bill and these amendments were 
drawn by an organization in this city known as the Anti-Saloon 
League, and, as before stated, are amendments to existing law to 
correct defects developed by their efforts to enforce the law; and 
if my colleague will turn to the report of the remarks of one of 
these gentlemen in regard to that amendment, he will find a full 

‘and satisfactory elannon. There appeared to be at this point 
a loophole which allowed a man to escape from testifying, and it 
appeared 5 to embody this amendment in the law. 

Mr. MOODY. I will say to the gentleman that I find no fault 
with the amendment which is proposed in the bill, and the fault 
which I have is with the further amendment proposed by the 
report of the committee, which makes one rule for one who dwells 
in the District of Columbia and another rule for a temporary resi- 
dent of the District of Columbia; for instance, one rule by which 
a member of Congress could claim the privilege of not testifying 
because his testimony might tend to incriminate him, while that 

same privilege would not apply, to a man or woman who lived in 
the District of Columbia. tis wrong. Ishould like my col- 
i e to explain to me why any such discrimination is made. 

r. MORSE. I think the committee understood the words 
lee of the 8 of 1 to mean any man Wao tem- 
porarily or permanently resides in this city, a member o mgress 
or anybody else. A citizen of the District of Columbia is undoubt- 
edly on a somewhat different basis from citizens of other States 
and Territories; they do not vote here. I would say for the infor- 
mation of the House that we have some learned legal gentlemen 
on that committee, one of them the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. DANIELS]; and while I am not a limb of the law myself, I 
would put that aw, against any member of the House as an 
exponent of the law. I believe that gentleman and the other mem- 
bers of the committee thought this amendment was all right, and 
that it would hold water. 

Mr. MOODY. I should be glad to hear the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. DANIELS] explain the 1 of that amendment. 
I refer to the amendment upon page 7 of the bill, which is referred 

rt of the committee. 

TELS. I have not the bill here. Ihave no copy of the 


to in the re 

Mr. D. 
vill. 

Mr. MOODY. Then J will not ask you to get one. 

Mr. MORSE. Then, Mr. Speaker, if there be no further ques- 
tions, I demand the parm question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts demands 
the previous question, 

Mr. POW. . Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield to, the gentleman 
from Vermont to offer an amendment? 

Mr. MORSE, Ido; but I certainly hope that the distinguished 
cee from Vermont will not offer a prohibitory amendment. 

hope he will seek to accomplish that purpose in another bill. 
This is a bill which should receive the vote of every member of 
this House, and is not a prohibitory bill. 


Mr. POWERS. Ithink the gentleman will see on the reading of 
the amendment that it is not in any sense a prohibitory amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. MORSE. I do, sir. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


S — by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting the fol- 
owing: 


— 1. On and after March 4. 1897, no person in the District of Colum- 
bia shall, by himself, clerk, agent, or servant, sell, furnish, or give away any 
6 pa ine ss to any other person at any place other than his own 

5 Sr. 2. Any person violating the provisions of section 1 of this act shall be 
punished as follows: For the first offense, a fine of $50; for a second offense, 
a fine of $50 and imprisonment in the District Jail for the term of sixty days; 
for the third or any subsequent offense, a fine of $100 and imprisonment in 
the District Jail for the term of one year. 

“Sec. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.“ 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I hardly think the gentleman from 
Vermont is serious in offering this amendment. Whatever may 
be the merit of the propor of the gentleman it should be pre- 
sented in a separate bill and disposed of in that way. I hope he 
will not encumber this bill with this amendment, I think that 
this is a bill that ought to receive the vote of every member of the 
House, because it simply cures defects in the existing law, some at 
least of which are recommended by the District Commissioners. 
It is not a prohibitory bill. If we are to have a bill of that char- 
acter let us have it in a separate measure, and let the House pass 
this bill that is presented on the recommendation of the Commit- 
tee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic, in which, as before stated, there 
are representatives of every shade of belief on that question. This 
is a unanimous report of that committee, as I have already said, 
to cure defects in the existing law, and I hope the House will not 
encumber it with such an amendment as that offered by the gen- 
tleman from Vermont. 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman from Massachusetts has reiter- 
ated the statement several times that his bill is not what is 
known as a prohibitory bill. He lives in a State, as well as I do, 
and other prominent . Speaker of this House, 
that believes in the principle of prohibition, and that there is no 
other way of dealing with the liquor traffic but to stamp it out; 
and if you want to stamp it out you do not want to dally with any 
license laws; for of all the laws that have ever been invented since 
the morning and evening stars sang together calculated to permit 
the uguo traffic, it has been the license laws in force in this coun- 
try. Now,if you are intent on eradicating this evil, put your foot 
on it and stamp it out. There is no other way. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, if I can not get a whole loaf 1 pre- 
fer a half loaf to no bread; and if I can make the existing law 
more stringent and curtail the business, preventing liquor from 
being sold to minors in saloons, to stop young women from sell- 
ing drink, and to prevent brewers from keeping a bar without a 
license, I am in favor of having such amendment made to existing 
law. That which is sought to be attained by the gentleman from 
Vermont can only be accomplished by a prohibitory measure. 
This is a measure of an entirely different character. This isa 
bill that, as I have already said, ought to receive, and I believe 
will receive, if left without amendment, the vote of nearly every 
member of this House who has read the report. I hope the 
amendment of the gentleman from Vermont will be voted down. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the amendment 
offered by Mr. Powers; and the Speaker announced that the noes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. BARRETT. Division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 11, noes 66. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now on the amendments 
offered by the committee. 

The question was taken; and the amendments recommended by 
the committee were agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is upon the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill as amended. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. Y. Division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 95, noes 15, 

. MAHANY. I desire to make the point of no quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York makes the 
point of no quorum. The Speaker will count the House. [After 
counting.] One hundred and fifty-eight gentlemen are present 
not a quorum. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I would state to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts that it is utterly impossible to get a quorum to-night. I 


‘| therefore suggest that he move that the House do now adjourn, 


Mr. MORSE. I move,in accordance with the suggestion of the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was 


: to; and accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 7 
minutes p.m.) the 


ouse adjourned. 
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DECEMBER 10, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
fom) were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as fol- 
OWS: > 
A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a 
copy of a communication from the Secre of the Navy, trans- 
mitting an additional estimate of appropriation for salaries, Nau- 
tical Almanac Office, for the year 1898—to the Committee 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the conrt in the cases of 
J. F. gle, administrator of Uriah Rutherford, deceased, and 
Asa C. Remsburg and George W. Remsburg, executors of Isaac 
Remsburg, deceased, inst The United States—to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Milwaukee Harbor, Wisconsin—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be ted. 

A letter from the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 
reporting the results of their examination of the project for the 
extension of Connecticut avenue from Florida avenue to the Dis- 
trict line, with map accompanying—to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of ineers, rt of examination and survey of 
Nyack Harbor, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and - 
bors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of neers, report of examination and survey of 
Annapolis Harbor, yland—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to he printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of ineers, of examination and survey of 
Catskill Creek, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and - 
bors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey for 
a channel connecting Flushing Bay with Newton Creek, New 
York—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be 


printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, of examination and survey of 
Roms Channel, New York—to the Committee on Rivers 
and bors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting an estimate of 3 for completing the two revenue 
steamers for the Great to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

1 from the ee of agg iy oe States, na 
g to Congress his annual report— mmittee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. EVANS, from the Committee 
on vip and Means, to which was referred the joint resolution 
of the House (H. Res. 204) continuing in force section 2 of the 
act of June 3, 1896, entitled An act to repeal section 61 of an act 
to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Government, and 
for other purposes,” which became a law August 28, 1894, re- 

rted the same with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 
b396); which said joint resolution and report were referred to the 
Committee of the le House on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE. BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills were severally re- 

from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 

e Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. PICKLER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 5697) granting a pension to Surg. B. H. Peterson. 
(Report No. 2294. i 

By Mr. WA N of Indiana, from the Committee on Claims: 
The bill (S. 1488) entitled “An act to provide for the payment of 
the claim of Christian M. Kirkpatrick for paving the street adja- 
gent to =~ United States arsenal at Indianapolis, Ind.” (Report 

0. 2295. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
gions was discharged from the consideration of pa to accom- 
pany House bill No. 4478, for the relief of David Housel; and the 
same were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII. bills and resolutions of the follow- 
ing titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

y Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. R. 9527) providing that thè mem- 
bers of the President’s Cabinet shall be sel from the Sen- 
ate or the House of Representatives—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. GIBSON: A bill (H. R. 9528) to prevent and punish 
frauds in the elections of nap grain ye and Delegates in Con- 

to the Committee on the Election of President, Vice-Presi- 
ent, and resentatives in Congress. 

By Mr. IKEN: A bill (H. R.9529) to provide for a com- 
per system of filtration of the water supply of the United States 

ee —to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

y Mr. HOWE: A bill g R. 9530) regulating leases of lands for 
the production of coal, oil, and other mineral products in the In- 
dian Territory—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. W. è (by request): A bill (H. R. 9531) to amend 
An act toamend section 2455 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States,” approved February 26, 1895—to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, 

By Mr. COOK of Wisconsin: A bill (H. R. 9532) to regulate the 
importation and sale of agricultural seeds—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RAY: A bill (H. R. 9563) to t the multiplication 
of suicides—to the Committee on the Judiciary. : 

By Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois: Resolution (House Res. No. 437) 

roviding for the payment of the funeral nses of the late 
Charles F. Crisp—to the Committee on Accoun 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. - 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXH, 2 bills of the following titl 
were presented and referred as follows: i 

By Mr. BRUMM: A bill (H. R. 9533) granting a pension to 
Elizabeth P. fy ERATE the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FISC. : A bill (H. R. 9584) for the relief of Edmund 
T. Ryan—to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9535) granting an increase of pension to Jane 
M. Graves—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HATCH: A bill (H. R. 9536) increasing the 8 of 
William P. Haskell, lieutenant, company 5 Fourteenth Regiment 
Indiana 1 the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


pr Mr. HU G: A bill (H. R. 9537) for the relief of Mrs. Mat- 
tie R. Fredeking—to the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. HULL: A bill (H. R. 9538) for the relief of Jeremiah 


155 etl A. E. 88802 ö heirs of D. C 
a bill (H. R. ) to emni of D. C. 
Martz for failure of title to west half of northeast quarter, section 
17, township 80, range 24 w . principal meridian, Iowa to 


the Committee on the Public 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9540) for the relief of Malean Phillips -to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9541) for the relief of the 1 heirs of Lewis 
M. Burk to Committee on the Public Lan 


Also, a bill (H. R. 9542) ting $50 month pension to 
Francis M. bill (H. H. 95 ess Committee on ra Pensions. 

Also, a R. granting pension Roswell Harri 
Company C, Tenth Kansas Infantry to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9544) granting pension to Minnie B. Howe— 
to the Committee on Tnvafid ] — Eog 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9545) for the relief of W. Brown, of 
Des Moines, Iowa to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9546) for the relief of the legal heirs of 
Samuel Hunt—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: A bill (H. R. 9547) for the relief of 
W. J. Fletcher, of ia—to the Committee on Claims. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9548) for the relief of Samuel I. Gustin—to 

e Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 9549) for the 
benefit of Sanford Ross—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. NOONAN: A bill (H. R. 9550) for the relief of Mrs. Mar- 
8 widow of John C. Hagan to the Committee on War 


By Mr. RINAKER: A bill (H. R.9551) for the relief of Capt. 
Fletcher H. Cha to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SULLOW AY: A bill (H. R. 9552) granting an increase 
o pension to Joseph Montieth—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

ons. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9553) 4 Se care to Verona Harri- 
re n H. R. — e 

„ i I. ) i a on je 

to the Committee on Invalid P iee — 7 
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By Mr. TATE: A bill (H. R. 9555) to amend the records of the 
War De ent in case of Curtis C. Hutcheson—to the Commit- 
tee on itary Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9556) for the relief of James B. Fowler—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. : 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9557) to pension Sanford A. Pinyan—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9558) for the relief of Sanford A. Pinyan—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9559) for the relief of Webster R. W. Atkins— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9560) for relief of Jasper N. Martin—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9561) ting a pension to 
Cyrus Scott—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WALKER of Virginia: A bill (H. R. 9562) to correct 
the military record of Michael Hayes—to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following pennos and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Glass Blowers’ Association, 
relating to the restriction of immigration—to the Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization. 

Also, resolutions of Meade Post, No. 1, Grand Army of the Re- 

blic, relating to Cuban independence—to the Committee on 
oreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Resolutions of Typographical Union, No. 2, 
of Philadelphia, Pa., relative to construction of laws relating to 
free list "—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, resolution of Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association of the 
United States and Canada, in favor of arise rh immigration— 
to the Committee on Immigration and Nai ization. 

By Mr. ERDMAN: Petition of 2,827 citizens of Allentown, Pa., 
favoring the passage of the Sunday-rest law for the District of 
Columbia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. FOSS: Resolutions adopted at a public meeting of citi- 
zens of Evanston, III., ressing abhorrence of the Armenian 
massacres in Turkey— e Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Paper from Hon. A. J. McCrary, of 
Kokat: Iowa, favoring the passage of House bill No. 260—to the 
Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. HOWE: Resolutions of the National Association of 
Naval Veterans, adopted at their annual convention in New York 
City, July 6, 1896, favoring the of a bill granting the offi- 
cers of the Revenue-Cutter Service the same consideration by Con- 

as isaccorded the retired lists of the Army and Navy—tothe 
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. HOWELL: Petition of congregation of the First 


Baptist Church of New Brunswick, N. J., for the ition of 
Cu independence—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
By Mr. HULL: Papers to accompany House bill for the relief 


of Daniel Hunt—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill to indemnify the heirs of 

. C. Marts—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, es as to accompany House bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Lewis M. Burk—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill for the relief of Jeremiah 
Hunt—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill for the relief of W. J. 
Fletcher—to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. LACEY: Petition and ee letters of settlers on the 

Niobrara lands in the State of Ne protesting against the 
passage of Senate bill No. 2749—to the Committee on the Public 


755 Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky: Petition of H. H. Fowler 
J. C. Davis, J. M. Wood, and others, of Berea, Ky., in behalf o 
George W. rs—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. RAY: Petitions of citizens of Rome, N. Y.; also of citi- 
zens of Watertown, N. Y., for a law to prevent suicides—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SOUTHARD: Petition of citizens of Toledo, Ohio, pray- 
ing for favorable action on House bill No. 838, to reduce letter 
peewee tol steeped wah Da onnaa; also House bill No. 4566, toamend 

portel laws ing to second-class matter—to the Committee 
ə Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. TAYLER: Memorial of citizens of Canton, Ohio, pray- 
ing for the recognition of Cuban belligerency—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. WOODARD: Petition of Joel Rhodes, ying that the 
war claim of Joseph E. Rhodes, deceased, late of Wayne County, 
N. C., be referred to the Court of Claims under the Bowman Act 
to the Committee on War Claims. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


FRIDAY, December II, 1896. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. COUDEN. 

Tbo Jonii of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 

Tovi 
x ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. DINGLEY. I rise to make a motion that when the House 
adjourn to-day it be to meet on Monday next. I have been asked 
whether, if this motion be adopted, it will cut off the 3 
session for pensions, and I desire to say that it will not. The ad- 
journment will not take place until the end of the evening session. 

The SPEAKER. It simply means that when the House adjourns 
to-day it will adjourn to meet on Monday instead of on Saturday. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

Am from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its cler 
announced that the Senate had passed a bill (S. 3333) to amen 
an act entitled ‘‘An act making appropriations for the construc- 
tion, repair, and preservation of certain public works on rivers 
and harbors, and for other purposes,” passed finally June 3, 1896; 
in which the concurrence of the Hoùse was requested. 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD FUNDING BILL. 

Mr. BELL of Texas, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
file a minority report on the bill H. R. 8189—the Union Pacific 
Railroad bill. 


W. H. WADE. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. S. , I have introduced a bill for the 
relief of W. H. Wade, late a captain in the Thirty-first Ohio 
Volunteers, and I ask that it be referred to the Committee on 


The SPEAKER. Under the rules that will require unanimous 
consent. Is there objection? 
Under the rule all such 


Mr. DINGLEY. Is this a claim? 
claims ought to go to the Committee on War Claims. 

The SP The bill will go to that committee unless re- 
ferred to some other committee by unanimous consent. 

Mr. TRACEY. This is not, strictly speaking, a claim. It isa 
bill granting relief from the repayment of money disbursed b 
Colonel Wade when he was a captain in the Thirty-first Ohio Vol- 
unteers, the amount not having been credited to him for some 
technical reason. ; 

Mr. DINGLEY. Well, it is really a claim under the rule. I 
have no ial objection to a change of reference in this particu- 
lar case, but it seems to me that it is better to adhere to the rule 
and let all these claims go to the proper committee. 

Mr. TRACEY. I trust the gentleman will not insist upon his 
objection. I have conferred with members of the Committee on 
War Claims, and they tell me that they have agreed not to take 
up any new bills at this session. This case is a very pressing one, 
and it is very important to Colonel Wade (who was lately a mem- 
ber of this House) that relief shall be granted at this session. 
The amount involved is a small one, and the bill is absolutely just. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, the difficulty is that if we break 
over the rule in one instance we shall have to doit in all instances. 
It seems to me that it is better to live up to the rule and let this 
bill go to the Committee on War Claims, where I understand it 
belongs. Otherwise we shall have similar applications in other 
va ig eps Phare and the rule will be broken down. 

The SP. . Objection is made. 

MEMORIAL OF MEADE POST, NO. 1, PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. HICKS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to present 
in the House and have printed in the RECORD a memorial of 
Meade Post, No. 1, of the State of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. What is the nature of the gentleman's 
requ 
a HICKS. That this memorial be read and inserted in the 

ECORD. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iobject. I do not object to its being 
read, but I do object to its being printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made, 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
2 titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. 264) providing for the location and purchase of pub- 
lic lands for reservoir sites; and 

A bill (S. 2047) extending the time within which the University 
of Utah shall occupy lands heretofore granted to it. 

SALE OF LIQUOR IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a iamen in = 
The SPEAKER. E61 N 
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Mr. MORSE. Will the Speaker please state, for my information 


and that of the House, what is the 5 7 situation with 
reference to H. R. 1888 (entitled A bill to amend an act entitled 
An act regulating the sale of intoxicating liquors in the District 
of Columbia), upon which the House voted before adjournment 
last evening, and upon which the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
ManHany] made the point of no quorum? When will it be in 
order for the House to complete the vote? 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order the next time the commit- 
tees are called in pursuance of the rule under which the matter 
came up, with this possible exception: There is a special order 

ding on a bill presented by the gentleman from Vermont 758 

OWERS], which may turn out to have the right of way; but the 

Chair will not undertake to decide that question now. 


LEAVE TO SIT DURING THE SESSION OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. HULL, by unanimous consent, obtained leave for the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs to continue in session this afternoon 
during the session of the House. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. S. er, this being Friday, and learn- 
ing from conference with the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DING- 
LEY] and others that there is no public business demanding 
urgent attention, if no one else es the motion, I desire to 
move that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
for the consideration of bills on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will please withhold that 
motion for a few minutes, as the gentleman from Seneky ME 
Evans] desires to present a matter from the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. McMILLIN, I will do so. 


ALCOHOL IN THE ARTS. 


Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, the Committee on Ways and Means 
has had under consideration the Senate joint resolution to extend 
the time for the joint select commission on the use of alcohol 
free of tax in the arts to make its report, and has authorized a 
favorable report upon the resolution, with some amendments. 

The Spe nad yea a joint resolution of precisely the same tenor 
as that offered in the House. I ask that the Senate resolution be 
taken up and passed by the House in lieu of the resolution reported 
by the Committee on Ways and Means. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Joint resolution (8. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of the act approved 

June 3, 1896, entitled An act to re section 61 of An act to reduce tax- 


ation, to provide revenue for the Government, and for other purposes, 
which became a law August 28, 1894. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Ri ntatives, etc., That the provisions 
of section 2 of the act approved Tune g. 1896, entitled An act to repeal sec- 
tion 61 of ‘An act to uce taxation, to provide revenue for the Govern- 
ment, and for other purposes,“ which became a law August 28, 1894, be, and 
they are hereby, continued in force, and the joint select committee hereto- 
fore appointed under said on when they have reached a final con- 
clusion, report the same to Congress, together with such information as they 
shall have obtained. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, is there a report 
in this case? 

The SPEAKER. This joint resolution has not been reported b 
the committee. It is now in charge of the committee. It wi 
require unanimous consent to discharge the committee and bring 
the resolution before the House. 

Mr. DINGLEY. This is a Senate resolution, I understand. 

The SPEAKER. A Senate resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, 

Mr. DINGLEY. I took it for granted that the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Evans] intended to have the Senate resolution, as 
laid before the House, taken up and acted on, as the Committee 
on Ways and Means has favorably reported a bill identical in its 
terms with this. I should like to have the order referring the 
Senate resolution vacated, in order that the resolution may be 
considered now. 

The SPEAKER. As that would require unanimous consent, 
that consent might as well cover all the points. 

Mr. DINGLEY. This resolution, as I understand, simply ex- 
tends the time within which a report may be made to Congress 
by the commission appointed to consider the subject of the rebate 
of taxation on alcohol used in arts and manufactures. The prop- 
osition, I understand, is to extend the time for making the report 
until the close of this session. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request? 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Ido not like to object, but I 
wish my colleague [Mr. Evans] would make some epee 
I was unable to hear that of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
DINGLEY]. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands, then, there is no ob- 
jection to the present consideration of the Senate resolution. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I do not intend to object. 

Mr. EVANS. The joint resolution simply extends the time for 
the making of the report of this commission, so that the report 
may be made at any time before the close of the present session. 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Then I do not object. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the House will proceed to 
the consideration of the joint resolution. 

There was no objection. i 

The SP The question is on ordering the Senate joint 
resolution to a third reading. 

mee EVAN S. Mr. Speaker, is this the stage for offering amend- 
men 

— SPEAKER. Now is the time for consideration of amend- 
ments. 

Mr. EVANS. Then, under the instruction of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, I offer two amendments to this resolution. 
These amendments, which are embraced in the report of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, are intended aay to make it clear 
that the extension of time shall be limited to this Congress. 

The SPEAKER, The Clerk will read the amendments. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Insert in line 9, after the word “force,” the words until March 3, 1897.” 

Insert in line 11, after the word to,“ the words the present.“ 

The 8 was taken on the amendments; and they were 


The joint resolution as amended was ordered to a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 
n motion of Mr. EVANS, a motion to reconsider the vote last 
taken was laid on the table. ; 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. McMILLIN. I now renew my motion to go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
The SPEAKER. The first thing in order would be the closing 
of the unfinished business which belongs to this day. 
Mr. MCMILLIN. I thought that been done, 
The SPEAKER. It has not been. 
Mr. McMILLIN. I do not wish to interfere with that. 
The SPEAKER. There is some unfinished pension business, 
HELEN M. MALLERY. 
The bill (S. 724) granting an increase of pension to Helen M. 
ery was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to increase the pension of Helen M. Mallery, widow 
of Garrick Mallery, late captain and brevet lieutenant-colonel United Sta 


Army and lieutenant-colonel Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry and breve 


——.— — — re Volunteers, to $50 per month, and pay Her a pensai 

Mr. PICKLER. I demand the previous question. 

The 8 question was ordered; and under the o tion 
thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. PICKLER, a motion to reconsider the vote 
last taken was laid on the table. 

HANNAH R, QUINT. 

The bill (H. R. 6792) granting a pension to Hannah R. Quint 
was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
E Quint, widow of Brian W. Fletcher inte of Company Be Pourth Main 
Infantry, and pay her a pension of $12 per month. as! . = 

The question being taken, the bill was ordered to be, engrossed 
and read the third time. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I should like to have the engrossed 
copy of the bill produced in this case. 

e SPEA Then the matter must lie over. The Chair 
is informed that the bill has not been engrossed. 


ELVIRA BACHELDER. 


Mr. SULLOWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
call up from the Clerk’s desk a bill on the Private Calendar 
(S. 8245) nting a bang to Elvira Bachelder. 

The SPEAKER, he bill will be read subject to the right of 
objection. > 

e bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll mes to the proyi- 
sions and limitations of the pension laws, at the rate o $2 a l 0 
name of Elvira Bachelder, dependent mother of J. K. P. elder, late a 
private in Company D, First New Hampshire Heavy Artillery. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New Hampshire asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of this bill. 

Mr. ERDMAN. LI object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that he submitted 
the matter to the House because he was informed that it was a 
case where the President had vetoed a bill on the ground of a 
misdescription of person, although acknowledging the propriety 
of the action on the part of Congress. 

: ss ERDMAN. nder the circumstances, I withdraw the ob- 
jection. 

So, there being no further objection, the bill was ordered to a 
third reading; and hang rosa the third time, was passed. 

On motion of Mr. SULLOW AY, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


1896. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. McMILLIN. I now renew my motion, Mr. S er, that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House for 
the purpose of considering the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Payne in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
ror the purpose of considering the Private Calendar, and the Clerk 
will report the first bill. 

PETER COOK. 

The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2741) for the relief of Peter Cook, of Arkansas, 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and hereby is, 
authorized and directed to pay to Peter Cook, of Lonoke County, Ark., out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise 5 the sum of $904, being 


the amount found by the Court of Claims to be due to him as a loyal citizen 
. for stores and — AA taken and used by the Federal Army during the late 


War. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. NEILL) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2741) 


i Congress, to whom was 
Lonoke County, Ark., not being fully 
i rred the same to the 


March 3, 1883, and gene known as the Bowman Act. 
ithe claim bas en returned to said committee by the court with findings 
of fact. 


Your committee recommend that said fin of the Court of Claims be 
carried out by the passage of the bill, which is in harmony with the conclu- 
Ss reached by the court, and ask that said findings be printed as a part of 


Your committee attach hereto the act of Congress generally known as the 
Bowman Act, and the decisions of the Court of cons said act, 
and ask that they be printed as an appendix to this report: 


[Court of Claims. Congressional, No. 230. Peter Cook vs. The United States.] 


This case being a claim for supplies or stores alle; to have been taken by 
or furnished to the military forces of the United States for their use during 
the late war for the on gaan of the rebellion, the court, on a Ladies pape 
inquiry, finds that said Peter Cook, the person all to have furnished suc. 
supplies or stores, or from whom the same are alleged to have been taken, 
was loyal to the Government of the United States l said war. 

Y THE COURT. 


Filed April 29, 1889. 


mgressional. Factsand lo: Court of Claims, No. 230. Peter Cook vs. 
(Go . va ited States.] 


STATEMENT OF CASE. 


The claim in the above-entitled case, for “sein or stores all to have 
been taken by or furnished to the military forces of the United States for 
their use during the late war for the suppression of the rebellion, was trans- 
mitted to the court by the Committee on War Claims of the House of Repre- 
sentatives on the 23d day of January, 1885. 

J. W. Smith, „appeared for claimant, and the Attorney-General, by 
William J. ene esq, his assistant and under his direction, appeared for 
3 and po on 12 the 8 or heed pa — 8 3 

a preliminary inquiry the court foun e person alleged ve 
8 the su Iason or stores, or from whom toog were alle: to have 
poan taken, was loyal to the Government of the United States throughout 

war. 

The case was brought to a hearing on its merits on the 4th day of January, 

The claimant in his petition makes the following Seas 

That he is a citizen of the United States, residing in Lonoke County, State 
of Arkansas, where he resided during the late war of the rebellion. 

That the following stores and supp es were taken him in the years 
1863 and 1864 for the use of the United States Army: 


G00 bushale Of Corn; mm,, ⅛ ¼ 2 $3800 
22,500 pounds live pork, at 10 cents 2,250 
3 Dounas beef, at ö cents 2 
orses, at 8150000 

CCC 1% 
18 head of fat sheep, at $3........-.- 54 
4,000 bundles sheaf oats, at 4 cents- 160 
100 bushels sweet potatoes, at 8l———-—: : 100 


FINDING OF FACT: 


There was taken from the claimant, from his farm in Lonoke County, Ark., 
during the years 1863 and 1864. 8 authority, for the use of the Army, 
1 re sup 75 the kind es 3 the reasonable value of which 
ee e s BY THE COURT. 

Filed Janury 9, 1898. 

A true copy. 

Test this Tth day of January, A. D. 1893. 

[SEAL.] JOHN RANDOLPH, 
Assistant Clerk Court of Claims, 

Mr. McRAE. Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 
Mr. DINGLEY. I would like to ask whoever has charge of 

5 bill 5 it was ever presented to the proper authorities for adj u- 

ication 

Mr. MCRAE, Iam not able to answer the question of the gen- 

tleman. The report accompanying the bill discloses all the infor- 
mation that I have in reference to the matter. 
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Mr. DINGLEY. The report does not state; but ordinarily it 
would be expected that such claims should be presented to the 
accounting officers. 

Mr. MCRAE. It was presented to the Court of Claims, and the 
bill carries ony the amount allowed by the court. 

Mr. DINGLEY. But these claims should have been presenteđ 
to the Quartermaster-General. 

Mr. McRAE. The bill was the basis of discussion for two hours 
or more during the last session of Congress, and I heard no objec- 
tion to it then. I have no personal knowledge of the facts except 
that which I gathered in the reading of the report and from that 
discussion. e claimant lives in the district represented by my 
colleague, General NEILL, who is unavoidably absent. He made 
the report, and is familiar with all the facts. After hearing the 
discussion, however, during the last session I am convinced that 
the bill is a proper one and ought to pass. 

Mr. DINGLEY. The bill has been discussed, as I understand 
the gentleman, in the House? ‘ f : 

Mr. MCRAE. Yes, sir; in the Committee of the Whole House 
for several hours during the last session. 

Mr. DINGLEY. It does not appear to have been presented to 
the Quartermaster-General and either rejected or allowed. 

Mr. McRAE. Ido not know about that. I do not think it was 
presented, although I have no information on that point. I move 
that it be laid aside with a favorable recommendation. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was accordingly laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


AUGUSTUS P. BURDITT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
180) to carry out the findings of the Court of Claims in the case of 
Augustus P. Burditt. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the PS eee Bh and he is hereby, 
authorized to pay to Augustus P. Burditt, of Boston, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts. surviving partner of the late firm of Burditt & Fisk, the sum of 
$5,130, being for the services of the steamboat Mattie, owned by said firm of 
Burditt & Fisk, and used in the military service of the United States from 
the 5th day of January, in the year 1865, to the 3lst day of Jan in said 
year 1865, both days inclusive, at the rate of $190 a day, as found by the Court 
of Claims in its finding of facts dated the day of June, 1890, House Mis- 
cellaneous Document No. 236, Fifty-first Congress, first ion. 


Mr. OTJEN. Lask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. OTJEN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 130) 
for the relief of Augustus P. Burditt, submit the following report: 

This claim was presented to the Committee on War Claims of the Fifty- 
third Congress, and was favorably reported upon by that committee. A care- 
ful examination of the facts involved brings your committee to the same con- 
clusion as that reached by the committee of the last House. A copy of said 
report is hereto attached and made a part of this Popa 

our co ttee recommend the passage of the bi 
House Report No. 510, Fifty-third Congress, second session.] 

The Committee on War to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4530) 
to carry out the findings of the Court of Claims in the case of Augustus P. 
Burditt, respectfully report as follows: . 

This bill was before this committee in the last Congress, and the committee 
adopted the report then made, which is as follows: 

The Committee on War Clai: to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 668) 
for the relief of Augustus P. B tt, submit the followin, 8 

This measure was considered by this committee in the ty-first Con- 
2 and ysa reported upon favorably, which report is appended as a part 
o report. 

“Your committee concur in the conclusions stated in that report and reo- 
ommend the passage of the bill. 


House Report No. 3172, Fifty-first Congress, first session.] 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 12008) 
to 7 out the findings of the Court of Claims in the case of Augustus P. 
Burditt, having considered the same, respectfully report as follows: 

That this isa claim by the surviving member of a partnership consi: 
of the claimant, Augustus P. Burditt, and one James Fisk, since dece: 
both of whom are found to be loyal to the United States during the late re- 
bellion, for the use of a steamboat called the Mattie, under mili authority, 
for the use of the Quartermaster’s Department, United States rmy, from 
the 5th to the 3ist of January, 1865, inclusive, amounting to twenty-seven 


ys. 
Tt is found by the Court of Claims that the steamboat was duly impressed 
into the service of the United States; thatshe was used for the period for 
which payment is claimed, and that her services were worth the sum of 
a 9 to the sum of $5,130. The findings of the Court of 
are hereto annexed. Your committee therefore report back the bill (H.R. 
12008) favorably and recommend its passage. 


House Miscellaneous Document No. 238, Fifty-first Congress, first session.] 
A copy of the yg of the Court of Claims in the case of Augustus P. Burditt 
against the United States, transmitted by the clerk of said court. 

COURT OF CLAIMS, CLERK’S OFFICE, 
Washington, June 17, 1890. 


Sin: Pursuant to the order of the court, I transmit herewith a certified 
copy of the findings filed by the court in the aforesaid cause, which case wag 
referred to this court eee on War Claims, House of Represent- 
auros under the sect 2 Ka 3, 1883. = 

am, ver y, yours, etc., 
z ARCHIBALD HOPKINS, 
Chief Clerk Court of Claims. 
Hon. THOMAS B. REED, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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Court of Claims, term of 1889-90. 


Burditt vs. The D: States.] 
‘The claim or matter in the above · entitled case was transmitted to the court 
by the Committees on War Claims of the House of Representatives the Am 
a P Oa. f 2 J. W. 
i a or y 
ells, esq., his his direction, appeared for the 
Hin eee warts fom 5 May. the 
rr F of 
‘counsel on both sides nd the facia tobe at 
‘The claimant resided 8 — — his resi- 
dence at Olive Branch, De Soto County, Miss., and in 1859 his resi- 
until the close of war. He 


dence to Memphis, Tenn., where he resided 
now resides in Reston, Mass. 
In the years 1804 and 180 tho claiman 2 Burditt. and one James 


Fisk, since were in and owned a steamboat called the 
Mattie, of ripe en, and of which Matt. A. Glass was master, and 
VVVPTVVFF tase KOSUN certificate: 


UNITED Sergi Custom-Hi 
Memphis, Tenn., February 16.1 16, 1870. 


nna mp ar in this 5 
Iton, 3 on the S May, A ent No. 49, 
James Fisk, of each, 


Fegulation of tÈ of the indo in a between the U; Staten and the States 
re 


bellion. 
Witness my hand and seal of office, day and date above written. 
[SEAL] D. C. TRADER, 
= Surveyor of Customs. 


November 18, 1864, the said steamboat was seized by Capt. C. H. Gaubert, 
an assistant quartermaster of the United States Army, for the military serv- 
ice at the port of St. Louis, Mo., where she was then in use by her owners, 
and was used by the thorities of the United States to 


Arkansas. During her 
she reached De Bluff her cargo was unl 
the 5 United States on the 4th day of January, 1865. 
January 7, 1865, anew shaft having been put into said steam 
seized by an officer of thi — t, 


pani 
It would have taken her at least nine d 
1865, to return to St. Lonis, Mo., where she 
The captain and crew were paid during all the 
the owners of the steamboat. 


or until the 3 
8 


t has been made TCT the 5th 


day TC 1865. value of the 
aforesaid services t and crew would bo the saat ct Stn fae. an 
amount which had pre Drevionsiy been paid for ‘or the boat by the 8 
rtment. The cost of running boat to the owners was $175 day. 
e accoun! officers of the Treasury disallowed this claim, hol that 
they had no on, on the ground that the impressment 


Augustus P. Burditt, the claimant, and James Fisk, his partner, were] 
eect ise” during the late rebellion. ere 


Dest this this kin day of June, 1890. go 
f l Chief Cierk Court of Claims. 


The committee, therefore, report back the bill (H. R. 4530) and recommend 
that it do pass. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on reporting the bill favor- 
ably to the House. 

. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask if there is any- 
one here who knows anything further about this case than what 
is contained in the rt? 

Mr. OTJEN. Mr. Chairman, I reported that bill. It is a bill 
to pay a claim for the use of the steamer Mattie for twenty-seven 
days’ services. 

On November 27, 1864, the steamer Mattie was at St. Louis, and 
there she was seized by the Government to to transport army stores 
to Little Rock, Ark. On January 4 she broke her shaft, ea was 
released. The shaft was repaired in two days, and on the 7th day 
of January she was again seized and used from 8 
ary 22 in transporting army stores for the Government. It would 
have taken the boat nine days to get back to St. Louis, where she 
was originally seized. For the use of these twenty-seven days for 
which this claim is made the owners of the boat paid for running 
her, and the amount which they paid was found by the Court of 
Claims to be $175 a day. The Court of Claims found that both 
claimants were loyal. There is no question about the use of the 
boat for twenty-seven days, and the charge of $190 a day seems to 
= oe I think the bill is just, and it seems to me that it 

oul 

Mr. LOUD, I should like to ask the gentleman why this was 
not paid for by the ee untae s De mt? 

OTJEN. The Quartermaster’s Department did not pay 
3 she Was seized in an insurrectionary State. 

Mr. LOUD. Seized in the city of St. Louis, which was not in a 

state of insurrection at that time. 


occurred | Claims found these to be 


Mr. OTJEN. No; she was E seized at St. Louis, — 
Then she was released, an 


to the Bist day of ee she bating been in the State of 
they have had no 
Mr. LOUD. Where was 5 the second time? 


Mr. OTJEN. At Devalls Bluff. 

Mr. LOUD. What was she doing there? 

Mr. OTJEN. She was taking a load of arm 
stores to Devalls Bluff, and unloaded there. 
shaft broke. 


munitions and 
is where her 
Then she was released for two days, and seized again. 
Mr. LOUD. Was she taking these munitions for the Southern 
Confederacy? 


Mr. OTIEN. No; she was in the service of the Government of 
the United States, seized by the Quartermaster’s ent. 

Mr. LOUD. How wass in an insurrectionary port,1 should 
like to ask? 
cay OTJEN. The State of Arkansas was in rebellion at that 

e 

Mr. LOUD. Well, she must have been taken at some place 
where the United States authorities had full control, and I think 
the ees Department were perfectly authorized to hire 


this 

Mr. OTJEN. I have stated the reason given by the Quarter- 
master’s ent for not paying the claim. 

Mr. LO Of course, at this this distance from 1865 it is protty 
hard to determine the real facts of the case. Probably if the real 
facts of the case could have been presented to the mind of the 
gentleman who made the report, he might have made a different 
report; but the fact remains, nev ess, that $190 a day for a 
little steamer of 140 tons burden is a 3 steep price. I Should 
Hke to furnish the gentleman with all the steamboats that he or 

i else would want for one-half that sum. 

OTJEN. It does not seem to me that $190 a day is an ex- 
orbitant price, in view of the fact that the owners of the boat 


for the use of their boat. 

LOUD. Ishould like to say that the facts, as they appear 
to the gentleman at present, did not perhaps appear at that time. 
Four men are all that are necessary to manage a boat of 140 tons 
burden, and how they could have managed to pay $175 a day for 
the 8 is something that I can not understand; 
neither d the gentleman probably understand it, if he knew 
the full, true facts of the case. 

Mr. OTJEN. I will a: og? the gentleman that the Court of 
facts. They have investigated the 


matter. 
Mr. LOUD. Oh, the Court of Claims have found a great many 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Ishould like to ask the gentle- 
man a question. 


from day fort a day for the running expenses, so they only get $15 a 


—— OTJEN. I oy to the gentleman from Kentucky. 
Mr. M of Kentucky. Is this one of those cases that 
have passed thro ee eee 
Mr. OTJEN. 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Were the committee unani- 
gy in favor of reporting this bill? 
Mr. OTJEN. Yes. 
The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. > 


WILLIAM P. BUCKMASTER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
3950) for the relief of William P. Buckmaster, 


The bill was read at 1 
„J move that the Senate bill No. 90, 


Mr. OTJEN. Mr. S. 
Calendar number, 470, substituted in place of this bill. It is 
to. 


the same subject-matter. 

The motion was 

The Senate bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted. 5 of the Treasury be, and is here 
authorized and directed to to pay to P. Buckmaster. 8 
of James — & Co., late of New York mye Seo apy of’ 61. 280 


appropriated. the sum o 


joney in the 
balance owe for labor and material fu 


same being a 


rnished Siete y & Co. in the 
construction of the 8 tor the double-ender vessel in 186% = 
1863, as Fee report of a of officers o the — . — of t 


Navy in 3 ofa resolution of the Enited & 8 
March 9, 


Mr. OTJEN. Lask for the reading of the report. 
Mr. LOUD. Iwouldliketohavethereport read, Mr. Chairman. 
Pics Clerk proceeded to read the report on the Senate bill. as 
OWS: 
The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1849) 
for the relief of William P. Buckmaster, submit the following report: 
The facts out_of which this bill for relief arises will bet found stated in 
Senate Report No. 599, second session Fifty-third yes A copy of said 
is hereto attached and made a part of this re 
our committee substitute foe "the Lill, referring the 


tes Senate, ae 


of Claims for adjud 
claim to the Court of for adjudication, and recommend its passage. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Buckmaster, the sur 8 
firm of James yAn & ite zua Tron Works, Nen ork City, have had 
the same — 2 — 2 ideration, and beg leave to submit the following report: 
This claim is the difference between the actual cost and the sum 
n e 5 constr ä 5 he 
m, for 0 
. 3. S. Os y set forth in the following 


affidavits and statements: 
“STATE or MISSOURI, City and Tee of St. Louis: 
“ William P. Buckmaster. sworn, deposes and says that he re- 


sides at No. 919 Olive Stresi. in 


Spr N ‘Of St. Louis. I was one of the pro- 
3 of oy Fulton Sacral ice carried 


on under the firm name of James 


oni surviving tner of that firm. We built a number of marine engines 
boilers, both before and during the war, for the United States Govern- 
— 


In 1862 we completed the engines and boilers for the first war vessel that 
was built under ent Lincoln’s Administration, viz, the United States 
sloop of war Oneida, 5 during this year 7 — had more work than we could 
do by the day without taking contracts. In August of this year Mr. B. F. 
Isherwood, the Chief of the Bureau of Steam eam to our office 
to induce us to take two contracts for the mac of double-enders. 
Many of these vessels were then under contract. He told Mr. Murphy, one 
of the firm, how difficult it was to get the machine to take the con- 
tracts for the machinery, and how important it was to the Government to 

y bag Sob ben the vessels as soon as they were launched. 
He had no Arat to show, but said the engines were of such a description, 
and he did not believe they would cost more than double those of a Staten 
Island ferryboat. Mr. Murphy told him he did not want any contracts, that 
material and labor were mg Papen in price every week, and besides he was 
sores with work. Isherwood said, ‘You must take one set to help 
the Government out.“ 

“Mr. id aske of then sent for the foreman of the machine shop, Isaac 8. Lau- 


back. and om if he 8 he could build the engines in the time men- 
tioned by wood. Lauback said, ‘I w ee e eee 
Mr. 1 — ‘They are not 1 but it will be 5 the work 
ofa 3 boat s engine and boiler.’ Lauback said he could do it if he could 
t the dra at once. Mr. Isherwood then addressed himself to Mr. 
8 iy eae one eyes —.—5 1 575 on one set at $32,000. I have 
Na 8 Wack Ia like. s roii Coina ye perenne near Mr. 
u on e t ona jo su e.’ 
2 2 You don't go it I tell you that this engine and boiler 


for the U. S. S. Otsego will not h aoe than double — . of the en- 
gine and boiler of a Staten Islan: rryboat.’ Well,“ M sod het said, ‘if 
you say I will take one set — “help the Serena: ou though I 
would much rather contribute $5,000, as I can have all the work I want to do 
at my own rice without toiora y contracts.’ 
„ for the excess o 2 —— the contract price is based on 
Firet. TI Those were no dra’ 


from which we could make an approxi- 
mate estimate as to 


of 
“Second. The Chief of the Bureau of Steam Engineering. ac sans for the 
honorable er of the Navy, insisted that we should build the machin- 
ay or = U. S. Otsego because the necessities of the Government de- 


ed 
ma The com ho presented between engines and boilers we had 
constructed and th . for the Otsego. He said 55 would not be more 

* It F pre 
3 us to a loss of at 
amount o terial and 


least 13 per cent, that boi Sane see 


In ee thar ten akg up the cost of the Otsepo's machinery, that al 
. the charges are for actual la and material. We included no office ex- 
penses, nocharge for rent while the work was being done, or any other 
Sor. as above stated. That we did not take any contracts from 
individuals, and would not wegen taken this one from the Government except 
to aid it as far as we could at the sacrifice of fit to ourselves. 
versation between Mr. Isherwood and James 
from a memorandum made b 


tract without Reaper 3 an estimate of the cost of the work from drawingsand 
spec: ifications on which we were invited to bid. 

“Fifth. Before we commenced work on the contract we wrote to Mr. B. F. 
Isherwood that we would not do 8 work unless we were protected against 
1 and inclosed a contract in that letter, a completed Ben ety so there 

1 he chose to accept our which he did do in 
his letter of Soprana r 10,1862. It was done in this way to save time, as that 
was of paramount importance. 

The evidence before the Selfridge board was for the of ascertain- 
ing the difference 9 nag’ contract price and the cost of the work 
to the contractors, and found amount we claimed correct and so 
reported. We now pe ey adi itional evidence to establish the legality of our 
claim, the amount having been determined. ESO 


“WILLIAM CKMASTER, 
“ Only Surviving Partner of James Murphy & Co. 
“Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th Avene A A. D. 1889. 


ees ~ CHAS Nicos he- 


“STATE or New York, City and County of New York, ss: 
“Isaac S. Lauback, being duly sworn, deposes and ef that I reside at No. 
157 East Ono hundred and seventh stree fh the ci New York; mp Iam 
a machinist and engineer by profession; ya 1861 to 1868 I was 
foreman and had entire charge of the machine shop for James Murphy & Co., 
known as the Fulton Iron Works, in the city of New York. Ire-ollect during 
the year 1862 being sent for by Mr. James Murphy, one of the firm of James 
Murphy & Co., to come over to the office. When —.— there I found Mr. Mur- 
r, and Mr. Isherwood. Mr. y said, Isaac, do you 
rk you could build an incline engine, with all chews — vou have on hand. 
in nine months? The size of the engine, Mr. Isherwood says, will be about 
double the work and Nets, p of the engine a and boiler of a Staten Island ferry- 
boat.’ Lasked tosee the drawin: Isherwood said they were not ready. 
I said the engine of the Staten d ferryboat was a walking-beam e: ne 
Mr. Isherwood said, I know that, but ‘the weight and work of this in 
engine and boilers for the double ender will not be more than twice the the work 
of the engine and boiler of a Staten Island ferryboat. Do ou think you could 
get it ou in nine months? I * Yes, if ou give me the dra 
= Mr. Isherwood then turned . y and said. 3 


ow you 
can lose any money on this con 


2 Staten Island fe: ferryboat’s 


a basis. I then left the shop. 


boiler as While I was foreman for 
& Co. I built the e én for three steamboats for tha Staten 
pany and knew the cost of such work and the aye 
and boiler erected on one of these boats. It was from $31,000 
completed ready for steam. After Mr. M nope tole A tee bak 
made a contract for the Otsego engine and boilers it was more than six weeks 
before I saw any drawings. There was more than three es the work on 
the Otsego agent and four times the work on the boilers than there was 
on the engine and boiler of a Staten Island ferryboat mentioned by Mr. 
Isherwood. After the Otsego was finished she was run at the dock 2 the 
Fulton Iron Works by the Government two months trying some e: 
with superheated steam, and I think Sickels cut off to settle some contro- 
versy between Mr. E. N. Dickerson and Mr. B. F. Isherwood, Chief of the 
Bureau of Steam Engineering. 
“ISAAC S. LAUBACK. 


“Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of J . 1889. 
SEAL. N MADDEN, 
Notar Public, New York County, N. Y.” 


“STATE OF NEW YORK, City and County of New York: 
“ Benjamin F. Isherwood, being duly sworn, de and says that he resides 
at No. III East ‘Thirty. -sixth street, in the city of New York, and that he isa 
chief engineer in the United States 5 in the year 1862 he was Chief 
of the Bureau of Steam Engineering Navy Department, acting under 
the instructions of the Hon. Gideon” Welles, the then Secretary of the Navy; 
that, in pursuance of his duties and by order of the Secre of the Navy, 
he made several contracts for nes and boilersin behalf of thesaid Depart- 
ment for a class of steam v own as ‘double-enders;' that the urgent 
need of the Navy for this class of vessels at the earliest possible date required 
him, under the authority of said Department, to make contracts with the 
different machine shops for the construction of the engines and boilers. 

“At the time of 3 contract with James Mu hi & Co. for these 
engines and boilers the wings were not completed, an only data n 
James ocd wave & Co.. — tho city of New York, one of the merical firms wi 

Department contracted for tho building of this —_ tt 
engines and 5 was from deponent’s verbal explanations to said James 
Murphy that other works were 1 onos in that manner. De- 
— further says that at the time was making these contracts he met 

late James rey tgs Seen of the members of said of James Murphy & 
Co., — — office in city of New York, and told him that he wanted said 
firm of James Mi hy & Co. to build two sets of these engines and boilers for 
this class of Santer! ap iewe aspa and that deponent had given out a 
number of contracts for this class of engines and boilers, and that it was of 
vital im nce to the Government to have this machinery ready on the 
completion of the vessels then under contract; that the said James urphy 
said that he did not want any contracts, as they were full of work, an 
also stated that he did not know how to make a paoe for these engines and 
boilers without the necessary drawings to figure the cost of such machinery. 
8 * told him that 000 for one set of these engines and boilers 

Spri ce, and he must a contract for one set, 

5 wes d to James Murphy, * You have built the engines for the Si 
Island Ferry Company steamboats, and in my j ent these engines an 
boilers will not cost more than double the OAR hat they cost,’ and that 
deponent would send a on of the working wings when completed, 
so that the work might be put. under way at once. After much persuasion 
deponent got the consent of said James hy thet his firm Sie build 
the engine boilers of the U. S. S. Otse ane pene of the Government 
at that time for these vessels, and the reluctance of Jam es Murphy to take a 
contract for these engines and boilers, induced me to make the comparison 
between the engines and boilers of a Staten Island ferryboat, which I knew 


they had constructed, and the engines and ers of e U. S. S. Otsego, as 
the t t to get Mr. James — to accept the contract for 
firm. On deponent’s return to Washington he reported all that he had done 


to the honorable Secretary of the 1 and in due course the Navy Depart- 
ment forwarded a contract to said James Murphy & Oo. for the seine Sd of 
said engines and boilers for the said U. S. S. ¢ o, Which was 

returned 5 and that said engines and boilers were duly cd and 


accepted by Navy Department. 

“Dapon ent further says that the e e of said contract by the —— s 
Jacme Mi Murphy & Co. was on the ground of my com m to the 
and boilers the Staten Island ferryboats w 


ch they had built, an my 
assurance that in my judgment the weight of these engines and boilers woul 

not exceed double the w. t of the engines and boilers of the Staten Island 
ferryboats, of which said James Murphy & Co. had built several, as well as 
the 5 necessity of the Government for the immediate use of these 


vesse 
“Deponent further says that the said claim of James Murphy & Co. in 
arceo of the price named in contract was also caused by the 8 
delay in furni the wor rene by reason of the great amount of 
work in the ages of Steam eering demanded by the war; the steady 
increase in the price of labor ane material, and the delay in forwarding tho 


drawings. the cost of zry ae ey aE 
to great loss. 


B. F. ISHERWOOD. 
“Sworn to before me this 5d day of July, 1889. 
“ [SEAL] OHN G. WIEGOLD, 

“ Commissioner of Deeds, New York, City and County. 
“STATE or New York, City and County of New York, ss; 


“I, Edward F. Reilly, clerk of the diy and county of New York, and also 
clerk of the supreme court for the said city and county, being a court of 
record, do hereby certify that Johu G. By ben gag before whom 
deposition was taken, was, at the time of the same, a commissioner of 
deeds of New York, dwelling in said ci i Tyee count anty, duly appointed and 
sworn, and autho: to administer oa in any cours in said 
State. dnd for general purposes; ee am ton acquainted with the hand- 
peacoat commissioner, and that his signature thereto is genuine, as I 


“In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal 
of the said cour’ and county, the 5th day of 8 
DWARD F. REILLY, Clerk.” 


From the foregoing affidavits and other 3 it a that the flrm 
of James M „consisting of James Murphy, Wi . Buckmaster, 
and William 3 Sooo proprietors of the Fulton Iron Works, of New York, 
entered into a contract, under date of 1 o 15, 1862, with B. F. Isherwood, 
Chief of the Bureau of Steam Dogman of the Navy Department, “to 
build and erect at their own expense and risk, 2 asecure and finished state, 
fit in eve ‘the machinery for sea service, in the U. S. S. O. ae the city of New 
BS S all necessary for the propulsion o the same by an over- 

wing paddle Wheel.” for the sum of 88000 

e evidence shows that the said James Mup hy & Co. did not make about i 

bid for the construction of this machinery. —.— knew not. 
until Mr. Isherwood, then Chief of the Bureau of 


100 
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into their office in the noi ed New York to induce them to take a contract; 
and Mr. Isherwood states in his ony that it was of vital importance to 
the Government to have machinery ready when the vessels then under con- 
struction were launched. Mr. Isherw went to New York for the express 
pu of inducing the machine shops to take these contracts, and demanded 
warpiy & Co. should take at least one to help the Government. It was 
through his representations alone as to the value of the work that they con- 
sented to build one set of this machinery. 
The evidence shows that the firm of James Murphy & Co. refused in August. 
1882, to enter inte a contract with the SEN Department to furnish the ma- 
ied § for the U. S. S. Otsego, but was fi y persuaded to dosoon the assur- 
ance of said Isherwood, the contracting agent of the Na ent, that 
the engines and boilers would not cost more than double those of a Staten 
Island ferryboat, and that the firm should promptly have the drawings and 
shouid bs paid for the loss of actual labor and material over $82,000, the con- 
tract price. 

By De dnge to the investigations and findings of the Selfridge board, as 
stated in their report, it is seen that at the time Mr. Isherwood, in behalf of 
the Navy Department, made this contract with said James Murphy & Co. 
partment made con- 


883; for 3 iron tug- 
popelen 
the pe 


Besides, du: 
ring many other 


appointed for the construction of this work the Department 


e, and 


loss. The cost of labor and material was then advancing daily. It orae 
that said Murphy & Co. were ie rofit, but 
tively re to do it ata loss, The Government agent, Mr. Isherwood, 
wever, insisted that they take this contract at a price not exceeding 
000. The Government insisted, and Murphy & Co. 1 that the con- 
xù was made almost under duress by an officer of the Government in 
time of war, the officer saying, You must do the work for so much money.” 
Murphy & Co. claim to have under the c 
would. have caused the Government to impugn their ban When, how- 
ever, the contract was sent to them for execution, they kep 
days, expecting to get a portion of the drawings, but failed to receive them. 
Then, on September 5, 1 they executed and sent the contract to Mr. Isher- 
wood, the Government agent, in a letter, the original copy of which is on file 
with the papers in this case, and which reads as follows: 
“New YORK, September 5, 1862. 
“DEAR SIR: We inclose contract for the Otsego's machinery, which we 
have executed this day. We are still without any drawings, aithough the 
contract is dated August 15. Since that time labor and materials have 
advanced at least 15 pe: cent. This will enhance the cost of the work. The 
— of the situation is the only reason we accept the contract, but before 
— . gin the work we must be assured that we will be protected against actual 


“Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
* .* “JAMES MURPHY & CO. 
“B, F. ISHERWOOD, Esq., 


Engineer, U. S. N.“ 

Mr. Isherwood, the Government agent, in his letter of September 10, 1862, 
acknowledges receipt of the contract, and assures said Murphy & Co, that 
they should be protected against loss on account of the advancing 7 of 
labor and materials, occasioned by the failure of the Government to furnish 
the plans and specifications as at first upon. 

Said Murphy & Co. would do no work until they were protected against 
loss, thus making the delivery of the contract conditio: until an amend- 
ment to the contract was accepted 77 the Department. It was accepted b 
Mr. Isherwood's letter of September 10, 1862, ng them to push the wor 


as fast as possible, and also stating that the Department would allow loss on 
labor and material in excess of the contract price. The 7 letter of Mr. 
Isherwood acknowledging receipt of the contract is on file with the papers 
in this case, and reads as follows: 


“t WASHINGTON, D. C., September 10, 1862. 
“James MURPHY & Co., 


Fulton Iron Works, New York: 
“Your letter of the 5th received. I will send a portion of the drawings in 
afew days. Push the work forward as fast as ble. ‘ 
“The Department will allow actual loss on labor and material used in the 
Otsego's m ery in excess of the contract price. 
„B. F. ISHERWOOD.” 


Said Murphy & Co. claimed and regarded these two letters as much a part 
of the contract as if they had been embodied in the contract itself. It was 
desired to save time, as that was of ount ee: Said Isherwood 
at this time was Engineer-in-Chief of the United States Navy, as well as 
Chief of the Bureau of Steam Engineering. While in these positions, 1862 
to 1871, he made contracts for the Navy Department. Payment made by the 
Government on such contracts acknowledged his authority to make them. 

The contractors for the machinery and bulls of the double-ender gunboats 
contracted for in the years 1862 and 1863 ara to Congress for an addi- 
tional allowance over the contract price therefor by the Navy Depart- 
ment, and a board of officers was appointed to examine their claims, under 
the following resolution, passed in the Senate March 9, 1865: 

“In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, March 9, 1865. 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be A iay toor; board 
of not less than three competent persons, whose duty it shall to inquire 
into and determine how much the vessels of war and steam machinery con- 
tracted for by the Department in the years 1862 and 1363 cost the contractors 
over and above the contract price, and the allowance for extra work, and 
report the samo to the Senate at its next session, none but those who have 
given satisfaction to the Department to be considered." 

Under said resolution the honorable Secretary of the 1 5 pointed a 
board, consisting of Commodore Thomas O. Selfridge, Chief eer Alex- 
ander Henderson, and Paymaster C. H. Eldridge, which convened at the 
dacth Navy-Yard June 5, 1885, and continued in session for more than six 
mont 

Among thecontractors who had been notified by the board re under 
the resolution above cited to appear before it for the purpose o pote! py ta 
to their claims to additional compensation for the work performed, Mr. 
William P. Buckmaster, one of the firm of James M hy & Co., presented 
himself before the board and testified, under oath, as follows: 

“The contract (for the machinery of the double-ender Otsego) was dated 
by the Navy Department August 15, 1862, in which [seven months] was 


allowed to complete the machine: 


and deliver to the Government; but it 
was not so delivered until June, 1 


That he was reieased the Depart- 
ment from the terms of the contract — time of completion, as shown 
by a letter attached to the bill presented. That the total cost of the 
mac’ 

contract price, was $82,000, leaving a balance, the excess of loss to them over 
and above the contract price, of 61. That there are no bills for extra 
work, and there are no charges in the billannexed to this record, marked 
No. 36, for any condemned material, faulty workmanship. or rebracing of 
boilers: and that the bill shows the actual cost of labor and material. That 


was difficult to get 
ted. He also stated 


f all the claims presented the 


port: 

The board, after a Lical exncuination of the bill of cost presented by the 
several contractors for vessels and steam machinery contracted for in the 
zons 1862 and 1863, who have appeared and made sworn eren has 

jetermined the excess of cost in the several cases over and above the contract 
price and allowance for extra work to be as follows: 


Wooden double-enders—Machinery. 


Name of vessel. Contractor. 
* * * kd $ * 
G PPTP AAA Fulton Works 
* * * — * 


Su uently, by authority of an act of Con approved March 2, 1867, 
9 of officers was . by the Depar Mont “to investigate 
the claims of all contractors for 8 of war and steam machinery 
for the same under contracts made r the Ist day of May, 1861,” and its 
15 was comm to Congress December 4, 1867. e claim of the 
Fu 5 2 Works does not appear to have been presented to this board for 
examination. 

That the claimants were losers on this contract toan amount nearly, if not 
quite, equal to one-half of the whole contract there can be but little doubt, 
as were most if not all of the contractors engaged in the construction of the 
twenty-seven gunboats mentioned in the Fi rbd of the Selfridge board. 
These contracts were entered into in abnor times. War was raging, it is 
true, but many were the e ep then made, by some of our ablest siates- 
men, that it could not and would not last more than a few months at most. 

Those who, gifted with the test prescience, could not and did not pre- 
dict as tothe future with ay cere of accuracy, and few there were, ind 
who, in August, 1862, the date when these contracts were entered into, coul 
have been made to believe that nearly three years from that date would find 
the war still raging with unabated fury, milions of men still in arms, and 
prices of all kinds of labor, materials, and provisions doubled or trebled in 


amount. 
In dise this very claim, and others of like character, Senatcr Sumner 
(see Con onal Globe, 1865, page 1892) said: 
The Senator from 1 said that they took the war into their calcu- 
lations. Perhaps cher Bis but who 7 ese contractors could take that 
calculations? o among those sitting here or at 


th tien te took 1 reciated rharacter 
e other end oi e Avenue p rly a ec of the 
contest that was then going at Sir.: a hed half a century in Aat 
we knew nothing of war or of war preparations, whenall at once we were 
to efforts on this gigantic scale. Are you astonished that these contractors 
did not know more about the war than your statesmen? Be to these con- 
tractors as gentle in judgment and as considerate as you have been to others 
in pabio yis who Here orroa in their calculations with regard to it.—Con- 
gressiona i s 

“The building of that invulnerable Navy was one of the great victories of 
the war, not to bo commemorated on any special field, but to be seen in those 
mighty results which we all now enjoy. 

“An Sgan I ask, Are zoo ready to see these contractors who have 
done this service sacrificed? You do not allow the soldier to be sacrifi 
1 ; will you allow the me- 
chanic to be sacrificed? * * 


cs Foar 
lics are ungrateful.’ I hope that t Republic may certainly vie with any 
monarchy gratitude to those who served it. Congressional Globe, page 


Sione pegs 1964, 1865), said: 

“I am of the opinion that these sums ought to be paid, as a matter of justice 
and right, by the Government to these contractors. Each case, of course, 
has its special merits or demerits. But,sir,I believe in the doctrine that 
where a man contracts to do a great and very important work for the Gov- 
ernment he ought not to be allowed to be a large loser, and, in some cases, as 
will be the result here, to be broken up by the contract that he may have 
made, and especially in the case of contracts made at such a time as these 
were made and for such work as they were made. * * + We had to have 
these ships; the Government could not e in the war without them, 
and great numbers had to be manufactured or contracted for about the 
same time. What was the effect of that? The Government made a contract 
with one man, then with another, then with another, and her own 
shipyards with all the force it was possible to command. What was the effect 
of t? Of course, to increase the price of labor; of course, to increase the 
price of materia} required in the construction of the ships. There are some 
rae views about the equity of these claims without reference to the par- 

cular merit of each case.—Congressional Globe: page 1890, 1866. 

“The point is that, these contracts being made in 1862 and 1863, the prices 
r to airn Suara all the time aeh ean 
vessels and constructing the machinery for them, so they were over- 
jo — by this . high rate of prices and destroyed.— Congressional 

page 


inery was $104,386.61, and the amount received from Government, the 


, 


t these parties were building the 
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a 
chand board, or any of them of a similar character: 

“Q. What did the Marchand board examine and consider? 

“A. They examined and considered the consequent on the rise in 
price of materials and labor, from the time the contracts were made by these 
until the termination, consequent upon delays by the Government in 

the plans and drawin 


After making those con’ in consequence of the war, the price 
of materials and labor advanced materially. They were — by the Gov- 
ernment in 9 of not having -plans and dra gs furnished. 
They made a claim to Congress for in consequence ot that. Congress 
passed a law authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to organize a board to 
consider their claims. It was under that law that board was organized, 
of which I was a member. 

“Q. Was there any specific direction to you, as a board, as to what you were 
to examine and consider? 

“A. No, sir; the law of Co. was submitted to us by the Secretary of 
the Navy, with directions to follow that. 

“Q. What did you examine and consider under that law? 

“A. We considered how much would be due each contractor upon the rise 
of material and labor on the contracts only, and nothing more. 

5 Q ae other presented to you by these parties? 

‘A. Yes, sir. 

“Q. Why di Ly not consider them? 

“A. Because they did not come within the province of the law. 

-“Q. You did not consider and reject them, but you refused 


em? 
“A. We refused to consider them. 
“Q. You ruled them as not within your jurisdiction? 
“A, We ruled out re except what the law provided for. 
i y e that the law applied to what? - . 

“A. Only to the increased cost uent upon rise in material and labor 
during the time they were delayed on the contract p. r. 

“Q: — Ped any for extra work at all 


to consider 


0, Sir. 
4 2 pid ‘ou consider any claim for increased cost for extra work? 
. No, sir. 
y4 Q oe y: specifically refuse to consider any such claim? 
e did. 
2 = enia your report did you allow for anything of that kind? 
. Nothing. 
“Q, I would ask the gentleman why his board refused to entertain any 
claims for extra work? 
MAS Pecan en the 8 R the 3 pre — A i 
That Congress n the comprehen: e injustice of permitting 
these contractors and others similar: y situated to bear the . losses 
they suffered under the circumstances stated. has been made apparent in 
various proceedings had at different times since the close of the war. some - 
times by one House acting se tely and independently, sometimes by the 
— action of both Houses—notably in the former case the action of the 
mate of March 9, 1865, which led to the Ped gpa pm of the Selfridge board, 
and of the latter by the act of March 2, 1867, which resulted in the organiza- 
hand to say nothing of the various 


ng the latter, reference might 


gress. 
Abillto these claimants directly the amount of their claims, as reported 
by the Selfrid 
e 


third on of the Forty-seventh Con; Various acts have 
been passed covering similar cases, some of them included in the report of 
the Selfridge board, to wit: 
One of the awards has been paid joint resolution of March 30, 1867 (15 
Stats., 353), by which Donahue, Ryan & Secor were paid $179,000 for losses sus- 
tained by them in constructing the Comanche. Amount allowed by the 


119,993.80. 
In 24 litten. the following special acts have been passed to relieve contractors 
in similar cases, to wit: 
af Stats N 18, 1873, to relieve the heirs of George C. Bester, $125,000. 
Act of June 1, 1872, to pay Charles W. 5 rege (17 Stats., 671.) 
‘Act of June 10, 1872. to pay J. S. Underhill $23,310.75. ; 
Act of March 2. 1875, to e S. Mershon, jr., $46,715.08 (18 Stats., 635. 
The contractors for a g the d 
ion. 


opaa No. 132, first session Th oo Beg Congress. ) 
ohn Ericsson was pna $1,070,438.93 on the Puritan (United States Statutes, 
June 25, 1864, volume 13, 409) for increased cost of labor and materials. 
Greenwood, of Cincinnati, Ohio, was paid $76,000 for increased cost of 
labor and material in building the United States vessel Tippecanoe, in 1873. 

This claim has merit in the fact that before Murph: Co. would accept 
said contract and proceed with the work they required Mr. Isherwood, the 
contracting agent of the Navy Department, to agree in writing to pay any 
excess of cost of labor and material over the contract price, thus im) ng 
upon the United States a legal liability, the amount of which, under the res- 
olution of the Senate, has been fixed and determined. 

This claim has been before Congress several times. It was introduced in 
both Houses in the Fifty-first Congress and referred to appropriate commit- 
tees, but no further action was taken. The House Committee on War 
Claims at the first session of the Fifty-second Congress rted favorably. 
(See Report No. 1489.) At first session, same Congress, the was referred 
to this committee, but no action was had on it. 

Your committee have given the matter careful consideration, and have 
arrived at the conclusion that the claim is just and ought to be paid. We 
are not Sef to advise the allowance of interest. 

Your committee recommend that the bill be amended by striking out all 

t relating to interest, namely, the last two words in line 8, all of 
amended recommend the 


that pa 
lines and 10, and the first word in line 11, and so 
passage of the bill. : 


ing the readin. 
Mr. S ing of 
ing 


The reading of the report was resumed and concluded. 
e question is on the amendment offered 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, this is the Committee-of the 
Whole. I want to see if I can have the attention of the gentle- 
man in charge of this bill. Who is in charge of the bill? 

Mr. OTJEN. I made the report on the bill. 

Mr. CANNON. L have been trying to refresh my recollection 
about this claim. Ihavenotfully succeeded in doing so, . 
I have partially done so. On a former examination I came to the 
conclusion that the claim ought not to be paid, and that conclu- 
sion is reenforced this morning ore hasty examination. I under- 
stand this-is briefly the fact: oring me war contracts were 
made for the construction of vessels; that changes were made in 
some of these contracts; that there was an advance in the cost of 
material under some of these contracts; and at the close of the 
war aclaim was made before the Senate of the United States, pri- 
marily. that compensation should be made for extras upon the one 
hand, but more particularly for the advance in the price of mate- 
rial between the time of the making of the contract and the time 
of the completion thereof. The Senate passed a resolution which 
I have in my hand. I will read it. 

March 9, 1865, the Senate adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the 5353 the Navy be requested to organize a board 
of not less than three competent persons, whose duty it be to inquire 
into and determine how much the vessels of war and steam machinery con- 
tracted for by the Department in the 1862-63 the contractors over 
and above the contract price and allowance for extra work, and report the 
same to the Senate at its next session. 

That resolution was adopted. The Secretary of the Navy ap- 

inted a board known as the Selfridge board. The Selfridge 

d. under that resolution and n made investigations 
and reported to the Senate, and under that report the parties seek- 
ing relief here had an award made 8 of the amount 
that they ask to be appropriated. But the Selfridge board was 
overthrown, and for the reason that under our Constitution the 
House must concur with the Senate and the President agree with 
each before legislation can be had or appropriation made. The 
matter came before the House, and finally it came into conference, 
and there was legislation to this end. e House Committee on 
Claims unanimously rejected this bill, which was to pay the find- 
ings of the Selfridge board, upon the ground that while certain of 
these contractors would receive the amount of their claim, and in 
some cases more, other contractors would receive less than the 
amount of their losses, and that consequently the Senate bill was 
not an equitable basis of relief. It therefore a substitute 
for the Senate bill, and the conference committee finally agreed 
upon a bill, which became the act of March 2, 1867. I have that 
= before me. I call attention of the committee to it. It pro- 
vides: 

That the Secretary of the Navy shall create a board to investigate the 
claims of— 


Who? 


all contractors for building vessels of war and steam machinery for the same 
under contracts made after the Ist day of May, 1861, and prior to the Ist da 
of January, ant ena said investigation to be made upon the follow basis: 
He shall asce the additional cost which was necessarily incurred by each 
contractor in the 5 of his work by reason of changes or alterations 
in the plans and specifications required— 


Pretty broad, you will notice. Second— 


and delays in the construction of the work occasioned by the Government 
which were not provided for in the original contract. 


A second pretty broad ground. Third— 


But no allowance for any advance in the price of labor or material shall be 


considered unless such advance occurred during the prolonged time for com- 
pleting the work rendered neces: by the dela 
of the Government aforesaid, and then only when such advance could not 
have been avoided by the exercise of ordinary prudence and diligence on the 
part of the contractor. : 

Now, as I understand it, this is a claim of these parties to be 
reimbursed for the advance in the cost of materials used in com- 
plying with their contract before the contract expired. Am I 
right about that? 

r. OTJEN. Partially so; not altogether. 

Mr. CANNON. Iam partially right. Well, that is one element 
of the compensation sought. Another is a claim for extras. 
I correct in that? 
11 OTJEN. There are no extras, as I understand it, in this 

ill. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, for changes. 

Mr. OTJEN. No changes; merely compensation for the actual 
cost of labor and materials. 


y resulting from the action 
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Mr. CANNON. Precisely. 


Now, the law—not the Senate res- 
olution, but the law—provides that the investigations of this board 
shall cover c in plans, extras, etc., which were not provided 
for in the original contract. I will read this again, because it 


right to the core of the whole question in this case, as I under- 
stand it: 
But no allowance for any advance in the price of labor or materials shall be 


considered such advance occ ‘uring the prolonged time for com- 
Dieting. the work rendered necessary by the delay resalting from the action 
‘of the Govern afi vance could not 


ment aforesaid, and then only when such 
have been avoided by the exercise of ordinary prudence and diligence on the 
part of the contractor. 

Now, it would seem to be manifestly just that a contractor enter- 
ing into a.contract for the Government should be compensated for 
extras and for the dangers resulting from the Government chang- 
ing the plans of the work, and thus necessitating extra time for its 
completion, and in 1867, when this whole subject-matter was fresh 
in the minds of the people and of Congress, a law was enacted 
creating this board, and in fact, if not in words, turning down the 
Selfridge board, which existed only by a resolution of the Senate. 

Mr. OTJEN. May I ask a question? 

Mr. CANNON, inly. -2 

Mr. OTJEN. Do I understand you to say that this claim was 
presented to the Marchand board? 

Mr. CANNON. I do not know. 

Mr. OTJEN. I understand that it was not presented to that 


board. 

Mr. CANNON. Ah, then, these parties were guilty of laches 
and the intendment should be against them, because their claim 
was presented to the Selfridge board, as a 5 the face of 
the papers. The claim was presented to the Selfridge board and 
$20,000 was found to be due by that board, and the te passed 
a bill appropriating the money, but the House, under the lead of 
its Committee on ims, d to concur, and what was the 
result? The result was the creation of a new board by law—by a 
law which said that— 

of the Navy is authorized and directed to investigate the 
— 3 tor building vessels of war. 

Now, I do not know what the records of a generation ago might 
show upon full examination. They might show that this claim 
was presented to this new board created by law; butif they should 
not dow that, and if the claim was not in fact preser to that 
board, then the presumption is that when the whole matter was 
fresh in the minds of the ip ae and of Congress these parties 
knew that they had no claim that could pass muster, and so did 
not present their claim. : 

Mr. FOOTE. May I ask a question for information? 

Mr. CANNON. rtainly, if I am competent to answer it. 

Mr. FOOTE. As to the Selfridge board, was there ever any 
question raised as to the 5 of that board? 

Mr. CANNON. I do not w, nor do I care, whether that 
board was competent or incompetent. Ido know that it breathed 
life only through a Senate resolution, that it found that these 
claimants had the money due them which you ure now seeking to 
appropriate, but that the House and the Senate, on consideration 
of the findings of that board, and on consideration of this particu- 
lar claim, repudiated those findin; 
statute book for the settlement of 
that law these men took nothing. ; 

Mr. FOOTE. Was not that merely because of a technicality? 
If the Selfridge board was a competent board and made a finding 
in favor of these claimants, then the claim must have been 
defeated on a mere technicality. 

Mr. CANNON. A mere technicality! Why, Mr. JOHN K. 
Cowen and several other eminent timore and Philadelphia 
lawyers are probably as competent as any of the judges of the 
Supreme Court, but they are not judges of the Supreme Court, 
a the gentleman might as well cite an opinion given by one of 
them as! authority as to claim that the action of the Selfridge 
board in this case is binding because the members of that board 
were competent. Whatever may have been their i Se pe or 
their incompetency, their action was without authority of law. 
Their finding was not binding upon 3 and that finding was 
repudiated by Con in 1867, when this whole subject was fresh, 
under the lead of the Committee on Claims of the House, and leg- 
islation was had constituting the Marchand board, which had 
plenary jurisdiction of this whole subject. That board found a 

t amount of damages in a great many cases, but the names of 
these claimants are not found written upon this book of life,” 
which exists by virtue of law; but now, a eration afterwards, 
when the people have forgotten all about the matter, these claim- 
ants come in with a report reciting the mts of Charles 
Sumner and of Senator Nye, of Nevada, both of whom died many 
years ago, talking in magnificent and patriotic style about *‘ com- 

ting labor” and giving it its ‘‘just dues.” Splendid talk, 
Pat it cuts no ice in the light of the facts in this case. 

I believe this bill should be laid on the table, and at the 
time I will move, if nobody else does, that the bill be repo: 
to the House with that recommendation. 


and wrote a law upon the 
1 these claims, and that under 


roper 
back 


Mr. COX. Before the gentleman takes his seat, will he allow me 
one question? 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. When this claim came here to the Committee on 
Claims, did they after investigation it back favorably? 

Mr. CANNON. I understand that this is a favorable report. 
3 COX. I mean the original claim when brought here from 

e Senate. 

Mr. CANNON. The Selfridge board, which existed by Senate 
resolution, found substantially in favor of the claimants for the 
amount that this bill carries; but the Marchand board, which 
existed by Jaw, not_by Senate resolution, and which had plenary 
jurisdiction, was silent as to this claim. I do not know whether 

t was before that board or not; but I say it is fair to assume that 
it was; and if the claimants did not present it just after the trans- 
actions occurred it is fair to it was because they knew 
that the claim had not merit. After a lapse of a generation it is 
fair to ind that su ition. 

Mr. OTJEN. Mr. i , I presented this report on behalf 
of the committee and would like to say a few words in explana- 
tion of this bill. 

The contract for making the engine and boiler for the steamer 
Otsego was made at a time when the Government wasvery anxious 
to have of this kind made. The Government was build- 
ing a large number of war vessels; and the engineer of the Navy 
Department, Mr. Isherwood, went to New York and induced a 
number of firms to make these engines. 

Mr. COX. What was the date of that contract? 

Mr. OTJEN. Eighteen hundred and sixty-two—abont August 
of that year. Among others, he went to James Murphy & Co., of 
New York, and asked them to make two engines and boilers. 
Mr. Murphy said that he could not do it; that he had all the work 
that he could do; but finally Mr. Isherwood insisted upon that 
establishment making at least one engine and boiler. They 
him then for the drawings, so that they might make their figures 
upon which to make an estimate of the cost. He had no drawings 
Whatever; they had not been made. Mr. Isherwood assured them 
that a good price for one set of these engines and boilers would be 
$82,000. He further told them that they would cost about double 
the price of an engine of a Staten Island ferryboat, which this 
firm made, He insisted upon their undertaking to make one 
engine; and he set the price. ey said to him, We do not like 
to go into this thing in this way; we do not like to take these con- 
tracts without knowing what we are doing—withont having the 
drawings; we have never taken a contract in that way. But in 
order to help the Government out we will take this contract; but 
we must have the drawings immediately.” 

Mr. Isherwood left; and it was six weeks before they ever got 
their drawings. 

Mr. Isherwood came to Washington and reported to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy what had been done. In dus time a contract was 
sent to the firm to be signed. They signed the contract, but in 
returning it they sent a letter to the Department in which they 
said they could not possibly accept that contract unless the Gov- 
ernment would guarantee to pay them the actual cost of construct- 
ing this engine and boiler over and above the contract price. 
They said that prices had already advanced 15 per cent on labor 
and material. In answer to that, Mr. Isherwood wrote them a 
letter telling them to push the work, and saying the De ent 
will allow the actual cost of labor and material used in the Otsego 
machinery in excess of contract price.” 

Under these conditions this firm went to work and built this ma- 
chinery. The actual cost of this engine and boiler was $104,386.61. 
That amount, it should be understood, does not include a cent for 
extras, not a cent for rent or use of offices; it simply represents 
the actual cost of this work. 

This claim was presented to the Selfridge board, which acted 
under the Senate resolution referred to by the tleman from 
Illinois. That board found that the actual cost of this work was, 
as I have just stated, $104,386.61, which would leave $22,386.61 


omma wo these people. 
Mr. Buckmaster appeared before that board, and in his testi- 
mony he stated: 

That there are no bills for extra work. and that there are no chi in the 
bill annexed to this record, marked No. 36, for any condemned ma „faulty 


ip, or rebracing of boilers, and that the bill shows the actual cost 
material. 


This claim, as I understand, was never presented tothe Marchand 
board—only to the Selfridge board; they found that this sum 
of $22,386.61 was due these — - 

Under the circumstances of the case, it appears to me that this 
isa just and honest claim and ought to be paid, Thereis nota ` 
dollar in it for interest; there is not a dollar in it for extras; it 
covers simply the actual cost of making this boiler and engine 
over and above the contract price. The contract was taken with 
due notice to the Government that the contractors could not ac- 
cept it at $82,000 unless the Government would guarantee to save 
them: harmless upon the extra expense — and labor, 
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it is and as I know it to be, it ought to be paid or some reason 
should be given for not doing so besides that given by the distin- 
guished gentleman from Illinois. 

The matter of this payment arose at the time the work was done, 
and it was presented to the only board ever constituted by Congress 
which had authority to examine it, and by that board, appointed 
by a resolution of the Senate, it was allowed and the amount de- 
termined. Thequestion of loss was determined then—the amount 
of the actual loss under the terms of the contract—and Mr. Buck- 
master, the surviving partner of the firm of Murphy & Co., who 
made the contract and did the work, asks the Government now to 
Jor mim the money . to be paid under this contract in 1866. 

t is all there is of it, and it is not a matter of guess, but a 
matter of actual fact. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, would it be in order to move 
to strike out the enacting clause of this bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. It would. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, in just one minute by the clock I will 
make that motion. The gentleman from Missouri gr. JoY] has 
certainly not read the resolution constituting the Selfri board, 
the finding of that board in 1865, or the of the House to 
abide by that finding. 

Mr. JOY. In this claim? 

Mr. CANNON. Yes. Neither has he read the contest between 
the Senate and the House, which resulted in the report of 1867, 
which I read to the House, constituting the Marchand board, the only 
board that ever had legal authority to adjudicate this exact claim. 
They did adjudicate claims, and all claims that were referred 
to them. Whether this was adjudicated or not I do not know. 
If it was not it was the fault of the claimant, I say again, and 
presumably, in the minds of legislators a generation afterwards, 
against theclaimant. Now, having had their day in court, under 
the law of Congress, and not having had relief, it seems to me 
that we will hesitate long before we proceed to appropriate this 
sum, thereby establishing a precedent, an entering wedge that 
will be followed by a troop of similar claims, aggregating much 
larger amounts. 

I now, sir, move to strike out the enacting clause of this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman will give his attention, 
the Chair understands that this is a Senate bill. The Chair doubts 
whether this motion would be in order as to a Senate bill, out of 
courtesy to the other body. 

Mr. CANNON. Then I will make any motion that will dispose 
of the bill 1 if I can get the committee with me. 1 | 


That proposition having been ted in a letter of the engineer 
of the Navy Department, it seems to me that these le are en- 
titled to this reimb rsement. I have no interest in matter 
except my desire to see justice done to these men. 

Mr. JOY. Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that Iam the 
author of this bill I deem it but justice to myself and to the 
committee, as well as to the House, that I should say a few words 
upon it, and especially with respect to the remarks made by the 

tleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon], the chairman of the 
e on Appropriations. With all due respect to that 
ntleman, who has made so much noise about the bill in the last 
ew moments, I will state that in my judgment the report of the 
committee will, upon investigation andexamination, convince an 
man that this claim was not presented to the Marchand board, 
and I will venture to assert that that report is worth justas much 
as a guess of the gentleman from Illinois, the benefit of which he 
has given the committee during the discussion of this matter 
to-day. 

This claim was presented to the Selfridge board, but was not 
presented to the Marchand board. The committee made a 
thorough examination of the matter, and came to the conclusion 
that it had not been presented to the Marchand board. There 
was nothing to show that it had been, while on the contrary the 
evidence was conclusive that it was not so presented. 

I have no personal knowledge of the matter, but I believe the 
facts are conclusive, as I havestated. It was presented, however, 
I repeat, to the Selfridge board. That was a board composed of 
honorable gentlemen, constituted by a resolution of the Senate 
solely; but that fact alone should not affect the House at the pres- 
ent time any more than it did the House at the time their report 
was first presented. There is a little feeling, necessarily, perhaps 
some rivalry, between the two bodies in reference to these mat- 
ters; but if the Selfridge board told thetruth, andif they examined 
carefully, as no doubt they did examine carefully, all of the facts 
in connection with this matter and passed upon those facts judi- 
cially and honestly, as they did, their reportis of just as much value 
to you and to me and to members of this House as the report of 
any other board could possibly be, no matter how constituted. 

Now, why did not this matter come before the Marchand board? 

us examine that for a moment. The reason is not that which 
has already been stated by my distinguished friend from Dlinois 
who has just taken his seat, but it was because of the fact that it 
could not come before it under the resolution constituting the 
board. The amount that is claimed by the surviving er of 
the firm of Murphy & Co. is the contract price agr to by the 
Government in the main, and in addition thereto a provision 
added over the hand of B. F. Isherwood, esq., engineer of the 
United States Navy, who acted on behalf of the Government, and 
signed the contract with the corporation. He himself, before this 
company would accept the contract for $82,000, affixed an adden- 
dum to the contract in these words: 

The Department will allow actual loss in labor and material used in the 
Otsego machinery in excess of the contract price. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there was a contract by the Government 
to pay to this firm the very sum that is asked here in the pending 
bill. It is a part of the contract. The Marchand board was or- 
ganized to pass on claims entirely outside of a contract, and it 
was so stipulated in the resolution forming the board. But this 
claim is of a different character. This isa claim for an upset 

rice of $82,000, and in addition to that the advance in the cost of 
bor and material. It did not belong, therefore, to the Marchand 
board, and could not properly.come before them. 

Now, I say it is a pretty small piece of business for the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the distinguished gentleman from Illinois, to rise on 
this floor and state, without examination, that this matter was 
submitted to the Marchand board, when, as a matter of fact, it 
was not; and he simply makes a guess as to the facts of the case 
which he expects the House to accept as a result of his judgment 
based on no examination of the question. He was not here. His 
judgment, when he sees a thing with his own eyes, is of course 
as good as the judgment of anyone else; but his ju ent of thin, 
that he has not seen and which he has not examined amounts ante 
to imagination, and is worth no more than the judgment of any 
other man under the same circumstances; and in the present in- 
stance itis only a very bad guess. On this question I claim that 
his guess is not worth quite as much as mine. 

I repeat, that this matter could not be considered by the Mar- 
chand board, because it was a contract in itself, including an 
amount undetermined, but which was covered by the finding of 
a tribunal which examined the facts at the time. The amount 
was determined, I repeat, at the time the transaction took place, 
and not a generation afterwards. The Selfridge board, a Goat 
of gentlemen appointed by the Senate alone, whose honesty was 
never impugned, found the facts to be on examination that $23,600 
had been expended under the terms of the contract itself. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, this matter ought not to off on a few 
guesses by the watchdog of the Treasury here. it is honest, as 


will move that the bill be reported back to the House with the 
rec mmendation that it do not é 

The CHAIRMAN. The e ene from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] ; 
moves that the bill be reported back to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it lie upon the table. | 

Mr. CANNON. That is right. 

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr, 
CANNON) there were—ayes 55, noes 25. 

Mr. JOY. I will ask for tellers. | 

Tellers were ordered; and the Chairman appointed Mr. Joy and 
Mr. Cannon. 

The committee divided; and the tellersreported—ayes 51, noes 23. 

Accordingly the motion was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. This bill just considered was the Senate bill. 

The next bill on the Calendar is the House bill, No. 3959, involy- 
ing the same subject. Without objection, the House bill will be 
reported back with an tnfavorable recommendation. 

r. HEPBURN. I thought by the action of the committee 
the Senate bill was substituted for the House bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The present occupant of the chair is in- 
formed that the motion was that the Senate bill be taken up, and 
that a vote was had upon that 8 that the committee de- 
termined to take up the Senate bill. That leaves the House bill 
upon the Calendar. Without objection, the recommendation will 
be that the House bill lie upon the table. Is there objection? 

Mr. JOY. I object, Mr. Chairman. The House bill is a bill 
sending this question to the Court of Claims, and I should like to 
make a motion that chat bill be laid aside with the recommenda- 
tion that it do pass, after the reading of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri objects. 

The Clerk will report the bill. l 

Mr. CANNON. It seems to me that the House has expressed 
itself about the matter. 

Mr. JOY. Let the bill go to the Court of Claims. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: 


A bill (H. R.3950) for the relief of William P. Buckmaster. 


Mr. OWENS. Is it competent to move that the bill lie upon the 
table, without reading? 
The CHAIRMAN. That can be done only by unanimous con- 
sent. The bill is a brief one. 
The SS to read the bill. 
Mr. C ON (during the reading). Mr. Chairman, I ask 
the attention of the Chair for a moment, if I may interrupt the Set 
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reading of the bill, to say that I have consulted the notes of the 
Official Reporter, which show that the Chair is in error, and that 
the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] is right. If I may do 


so, I ask for the reading of the notes of the Official Reporter. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has been informed since by the 
Clerk at the desk that the wording of the resolution was as stated 
by the gentleman from Illinois; but that motion would have 
required unanimous consent. The Chair put it to a vote of the 
committee, and by so doing put to a vote an unparliamentary 
caps The Chair thinks the easiest way is to dispose of this 


Mr. CANNON. Well, after all, if it is already done, will it not 
save time? There are a number of cases on this Calendar that 
gentlemen are desirous to get at. 

Mr. LOUD. We can save money by spending it on that, can 
we not? 

Mr. CANNON. Will the Chair cause the notes of the Official 

to be read? 
e CHAIRMAN. The Chair will have the notes read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
After the reading of the House bill, 
Mr. Oryen said: Mr. Chairman, I move that the Senate bill (S. 90, Calendar 
number 470) be substituted in place of this bill. Itis the same subject-matter. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under those circumstances, the Chair will 
hold that the Senate bill was substituted for the House bill. The 
Clerk will report the next bill upon the Calendar. 

Mr. JOY. I will ask the Chair for information, What is the 
position of the House bill? Does itremain on the Calendar or go 
off the Calendar? 

The CHAIRMAN. The opinion of the Chair would be that the 
House bill would take the place of the Senate bill on the Calendar. 

Mr. JOY. It remains on the Calendar, as I understand it, 

The CHAIRMAN. Unless some disposition is made of it. 

Mr. JOY. At present? 


FLORA A. DARLING, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
903) for the relief of Flora A. Darling. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay to Mrs. Flora A. Darling, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of Sises. in full satisfac- 
tion of all claims growing out of her arrest, imprisonment, and the seizure of 
her property by military authority at the city of New Orleans, in January, 
1864, while on a flag-of-truce boat under protection of a safe-conduct given 
by Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, then commanding the Department of the Gulf. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Chairman, there is a committee 
amendment. Unlessit is desired that the report be read, I ask for 
the adoption of the amendment recommended by the committee, 
and that the bill as amended be reported to the House with a 
favorable recommendation. k 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, I think we had better have the 

ort read. 
he report (by Mr. COOPER of Texas) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on War to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 908) for 


the relief of Flora A. Darling, submit the following report: 
The facts out of which this bill for relief arises will be found stated in a 


report of the Committee on War Claims of the Fifty-third Con A copy 
of said report is hereto attached and made a part of this — 
Your committee recommend the passage of the bill with the following 


amendment: 
In line i strike out “$15,683 " and insert in lieu thereof the following: $5,683."" 


House Report No. 461, Fifty-third Congress, second session.] 


Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4684) 
for the relief of Mrs. Flora Adams Darling, having considered the same, 


report as follows: 
eretofore, on April 15, 1884, the claim of Mrs. Flora Adams Darling, for 
t by act of Con was referred to the Court of 


which relief is now 
Claims, and on May 31, that court made the following findings: 


Court of Claims. Congressional case No. 94. Flora Adams Darling vs. The 
F United States.] N 


FINDINGS OF FACT. 


At aCourt of Claims held in the city of Washington on the 3lst day of May, 
A. D. 1887, the court filed the a ped sur of the fact, to wit: Ý 

The claim in the above-entitled suit havin n transmitted to this court 
by the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives on tho 
lith day of April, 1884, and the Attorney-General having appeared for the 
defendant, and the suit having been brought to a hearing on the 25th day of 
May, 1887, the court, upon the proofs and evidence, and after hearing John 
P. Je esq.. of counsel for the claimant, and Messrs. Howard and Dewees, 
esqs., of counsel for the defendant, finds the following facts: 


I 


Claimant was born in the State of New Hampshire, and until her marriage, 
in 1859, she resided in said State. After her marriage she resided in the State 
of Louisiana until the commencement of the war, when she returned to the 
State of her nativity and resided there, as hereinafter stated. 


IL. 


Her husband, Edward I. Darling, was a brigadier-general in the Confeder- 
ate service, and claimant joined him after her return to New 5 in 
order to attend him during the illness incident to his being wounded. She 
was passed through the lines under the protection of a of truce, via 
Washington and Acquia Creek, to Richmond, Va. She remained at Dalton, 
Ga., until her husband's death, until November 29, 1863, when she applied for 

rotection of a flag of truce that she might return to her parents in the 


the 
North, taking a letter from General Bragg to Gen. Dabne ury, then at 
Mobile, Ala. s ~ 


III. 


General Maury made application to General Banks for the flag of truce, 
and the same being granted, claimant was sent from Mobile to Pascagoula to 
meet the of-truce boat, which was to convey her to New Orleans, then 
within the Union lines. . 

Upon the arrival of the flag-of-truce boat, the Alice MeQuigan, under com- 
mand of Capt. Thomas ‘Tileston, t was shown an official 
signed by Gen. N. P. Banks, commanding the Department of the Gulf. au’ 
ing the safe-conduct of herself, servant, and effects on board said 
ander the protection of a of truce, to New Orleans. 

After a passage of about three days the vessel arrived at New Orleans, 
having been once stopped and examined bya Federal gunboat. À 


V. 


When at Hickoks Landing, about 6 miles from New Orleans, Captain Tiles- 
ton left the vessel, saying he would senda for claimant. In about 
two hours a Federal sergeant arrived on board the vessel, demanded of 
claimant the keys to her trunk, informed her that he had orders to seize her 
and her baggage, and showed an order from Gen. James A. Bowen, provost- 
marshal, to t effect. Claimant was taken in a private conveyance to New 
Orleans and put into prison, where she remained cight da 


rt, 
or- 


„ until she man- 


aged to escape, and, securing the assistance of the consul and other 

influential friends, was a parae after bein, fag by two officers 

8 Bre = few days. She was after this compelle report daily to Gen. 
M. Porter. 


VI. 


After being detained in New Orleans in this way for many weeks, claimant 
received an order to sail for New York the next morning, on board the Bal- 
tie, an old vessel used as a Government Claimant sailed in obedi- 
ence to this order, being the only woman on board with the éxception of her 
maid, in company with 400 sick soldiers, The voyage lasted fifteen days,and 
the vessel was detained off Cape Hatteras for several days, owing to her con- 
dition. Claimant was, in consequence of the condition of the companion 
way, thrown down a hatch, and suffered a severe injury to her hand, which 
has left it crippled ever since. She has ever since resided in the State of 
New York. on 


Before claimant left Mobile her friends advised her to place her valuables 
in her trunk instead of ee aes on her al po ‘ 

When arrested at Hickocks Landing, the Federal officer who made the 
arrest demanded the keys of her trunk, and, after searching it, carried away 
all of her valuables. The trunk was afterwards returned to her, but she 
never saw any of her securities, money, or beter? Apain : 

Claimant placed in her trunk for safe-keeping In ont eee porton 

in notes of the 
State banks of Louisiana and Tennessee, $28 in gold, $15 in silver, and a collec- 


VIII. ‘ 


Before claimant sailed the judge-advocate of the Confederate army exam- 
ined her baggage to see that there was nothing in it that could be constrned 
as a violation of the flag of truce. Her trunk contained nothing of a political 
nature; no papers or documents relating to army matters; nothing but such 
articles as a lady would carry with her in trave ng. 

Claimant sympathized with her husband in political sentiment, and was 
disloyal to the Government of the United States. 

Bi nk y hon O 8 0 e the military authorities of the 

n suspected the mant as a spy. 

BY THE COURT. 


Filed May 31, 1887. 


A true copy. 
Test this Bin day of April, A. D. 1888. 
(SEAL. } JOHN RANDOLPH 


Assistant Clerk Court of Claims, 


Assuming that the facts found by the court are true, the question presented 
is, Was Mrs. Darling under the protection of a safe-conduct at the time she 
was arrested and her property seized? The third, fourth, and fifth findings 
show that she was u safe-conduct from Mobile, to New Orleans, 
and was taken on rd the flag-of-truce boat, the Alice MeQui: jan, under 
command of Capt. Thomas Tileston, to be carried through the lines of the 
contending forces to New Orleans. The vessel did not go all the way to that 
city, but stopped at Hickocks Landing, about 6 milés from the city, where 
Captain Tileston left the vessel, sayin, claimant that he would send a car- 
riage to send her to the city. About two hours afterwards, while claimant 
was still on board of the vessel according to the suggestion of Captain Tiles- 
ton, a Federal sergeant wenton board, demanded of claimant the keys toher 
trunk, seized her baggage, arrested her, And confined her in prison. The 
seventh finding shows that the trunk was afterwards returned. to her, but 
the securities, money, and jewelry it contained had been abstracted, and 
were never returned tothe owner. The things of value abstracted consisted 
of $5,000 in notes of the State banks of na and Tennessee, in gold, 
$15 in silver, and a collection of penur worth $640, aggregating $5,683. 

Mrs. ear ca the time of her arrest, as before „was still on the 
flag ot truce t, and was remaining there under the advice of the com- 
manane officer of the vessel, under whose protection she was, and it was 
her privilege and right to follow his advice until he had provided a convey- 
ance for her into the city. If she had acted otherwise, and left the boat and 
3 to go to the city, and in so doing had been captured or injured 
the military forces of the United States, it could have Paen claimed that 
was her own fault in not observing the directions of the oficer having her 
under his protection. She did Observe his directions by remaining on the 

t, and was arrested and her property seized while she was so cana 

There is nothing in the findi nor in the evidence to show that tain 
Tileston instiga her arrest while she was under his protection; but the 
fact that he went to the city himself, and that instead of sending a carriage, 
as he had promised, to take her to the city, she was arrested and her prop- 
erty se bya Federal sergeant, vaises a fair presumption that information 
was given by some person connected with the flag-of-truce boat to Gen. 
James A. Bowen, the provost- who orde: her arrest on an un- 
founded s cion that she was a spy. 

Captain Tileston states, in an afidavit made on January 24, 1874, that “I 
considered Mrs. 


Mrs. Darling while she remained under his 
To allow a lady who 


y 
continue to her journey’s end, and to be confined in prison for eight oara 


1896. 
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Under such circumstances, the committee are of opinion that the claimant 
is entitled to compensation from the Government for the property taken 
from her, excepting the $10,000 Confederate cotton bonds, the claim for 

h the committee di: 


whic! isallow. 5 

Wildman, in his work on the Laws of Nations, includes every species of 
contraband known to modern nations, and securities in the transactions of 
life or the possession of them is not regarded unlawful, and only mentions 
official communications as contraband under a flag of truce. He says: 

“ If one belligerent does not wish to receive the person or effects of one who 
holds a rt under the flag of truce, he may refuse to receive the person 
or his effects; but to enter upon a flag-of-truce boat and seize and confiscate 
the securities of a person who has been granted protection is denominated 
by the laws of nations an act of perfidy.” r 7 

The authorities upon international law are unanimous in declaring the lia- 
bility of the Government when such an offense against the law of nations is 


ted. 
Chancellor Kent states the true rule in the following lan e: 
i — 25 eae to defend it 
i make good any damage the ty 
might sustain by violation of the passport. The privilege being so far a dis- 
pensation from tne legal effects of war. it is always to be taken strictly, and 
must be confined to the purpose and place and time for which it is granted. 
A safeguard generally includes the necessary baggage and servants of the 
person to whom it is granted.” (Kent's Com., 181.) 

Vattel defines the general rule in substantially the same language: 

He who promises security by a saloro promises to afford it wherever 
he has command, not only in his territories, but likewise in evan place where 
any of his troops may happen to be: and he is bound not only to forbear violat- 
ing that security, either ey himself or his people, but also to protect it and 

end the person to whom he has promised it, to punish any of his subjects 
Te pavo offered him violence, and oblige them to make good the damage.” 
$ All writers of international law agree that the violation of a flag of truce 
or safe-conduct, when acted under in good faith by the beneficiary, is barbar- 
ous and uncivilized warfare, and that the offending government is bound, by 
those humane rules which enlightened nations to make ample repa- 


ration. 

“The violation of the good faith pledged by passports and documents of 
that character draws after it the most condign generate If it is commit- 
ted on the part of the authorities or agents of the government which grants 
it, its bearer will be 3 indemnified for all the co: nences that result 
from the violation. and the person who commits the violation will be punished 
in accordance with the laws of his country.“ (Calvo, vol. 2, p. 87, edition of 


) A 

Phillimore in speaking of the rightsof igerents under flags of truce, 
used which might with propriety be applied to the facts in this case: 
` “Every belligerent acts upon the presumption that the 7 — of civilized 
war will be observed; hence of truce, cartels for the exchange of pris- 
oners, and safe-conducts are held sacred by all states; they are among the 
belli commercia which whoever violates deserves to be treated as a pirate.“ 
re 3. P. 1651.) 
30: 


But inasmuch as the right of safe passage conveyed by the instrument of 
eafe-conduct is neither hurtful to a third m nor onerous to the tor, 
it should always receive a liberal construction, and the instrument, whatever 
the lan of it may be, must be so inte as to ayoid the consequence 
of a or absurdity. us, for instance, a safe-conduct 
to soldiers and sailors generally must be construed to extend to all 
officers of the army and the fleet. Soa permission to depart freely’ must be 
holden to continue till the grantee arrives in a place of vig The privilege 
i in fact, always to be so construed as not to be useless the grantee.” 


ore’s International Law, vol. 3, p. 148.) 
Your committee t the bill and recommend the adoption of the follow- 


ing amendment: In line 6, 1, strike out the words “fi n thousand six 
hundred and eighty-three do! and insert in lieu thereof the words “five 
thousand six hundred and eighty-three dollars,” and, when so amended, that 
the bill do pass. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Iask the adoption of the committee 
amendment, and then I will move that the bill be reported to the 
House with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. LOUD. Well, Mr. Chairman, I would like to say a word 
or two with regard to this bill. One thing that surprises me is 
the extreme 3 of the Committee on War Claims in fore- 
going the alleged claim of this lady for 815,000 of Confederate 
money! It is à piece of generosity that is seldom displayed by 
that committee when 8 is repo to this House. Now, I 
can not see why the Confederate money was not as valuable as 
this Georgia State money. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I will state to the gentleman, with 
his consent, that it was Louisiana and Tennessee bank money, 
which was good anterior to the war, during the war, and as good 
su uent to the war as gold. ó $ 

Mr. LOUD. But, however that may be—I understood that it 
was Georgia money—I do not think it would have been very val- 
uable in the country to which she was going. The fact remains 
that there is nothing appearing in this case to substantiate the 
allegations made by this lady except the statement made by her- 
self. She might as well have made it $5,000,000 as this five thou- 
sand and odd dollars. 1 do not believe, even on her own allega- 
tions, that the money amounted to over $43 or $44 in value; and 
we ought not to assume that the Government of the United States 
should reimburse a party to the extent of $5,000 for valuables 
alleged to have been contained in a trunk. I think that is a busi- 
ness that we should not engage in at thistime. If the gentleman 
himself should lose a trunk, he would have great difficulty in recoy- 
ering such an amountof money from arailroad corporation or any 
other corporation doing business in this country. 

From the fact that we have had read the opinion of these great 
international-law writers it is evident they claim there has been 
an act of perfidy on the part of our Government. Now, that may 
be worth $5,000. I do not know about that. It is a question of 
the degree of the perfidy and how much perfidy is worth. Of 
course, if we are to measure perfidy” and reimburse ‘ perfidy,” 
this Government may lodge a claim against the all Demo- 


cratic party for a charge of ‘‘ perfidy” made by the present occu- 
pant of the White House, and we might perhaps proceed to recover 
from that party. [Laughter.] 

I can not see, in all seriousness, Mr. Chairman, that this lady 
has any just claim. There is nothing at this time to show that 
she was not properly and regularly arrested by United States 
forces. It is now thirty-four years since this lady was arrested, 
and there was evidently some good ground for the arrest at that 
time. I do not believe in reimbursing any person to the extent of 
$5,000 that may have been lost and alleged to have been contained 
in a trunk. ‘ 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Chairman, this claim has been 
pending for some years before Comgress and before other tribu- 
nals, and this is the first time that I have ever heard called in 
question the fact that the lady, Mrs. Darling, lost the money 
claimed to have been lost. The claim passed the Court of Claims, 
and that court, on the evidence before it, found that she had lost. 
the amount of money mentioned in the bill. I never saw and 
never had presented to me a more just claim, it appears to me, 
than this. Here is a lady who anterior to the war was a resident 
of the State of New Hampshire, whose sympathies were with the 
Union, who did not believe in its dissolution, and who had become 
the wife of a Southern planter. 

Mr. LOUD. Will the gentleman allow me to say that the court 
has found that this lady sympathized with her husband? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I will say, and the record will bear 
me out, that she sympathized with her husband when her wifely 
duty became egis to that of her patriotism. 

Res HULICK. Will the gentleman allow me to state the report 
ows— 
Claimant 1 With her husband in political sentiment and was 
disloyal to the Government of the United States! 

Now, if that statement be true, what has the gentleman to say? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I will say this, on information pos 
sessed by myself as a member of the committee, that every act of 
this woman indicates her loyalty. She is a literary woman, spring- 
ing from that illustrious family, the Adamses. She is the author 
of a book in which her letters are to be found, showing that she 
advised against the views of her husband and attempted to pre- 
vent him from going into the war, and that when war was prob- 
able, she was instrumental in persuading him to leave this coun- 
try and goto Franceor England, but when it became certain that 
there was to be war he returned to the South and entéred the 
Southern army. and she failed to go with him, and returned to 
her parents in New Hampshire. $ 

During the war he became a general. He was wounded. She 
undertook to go to him, and obtained a rt at this end of the 
line, and did go to him and ministered to him during his sickness 
until he died. Thereafter she ministered for a brief period of time 
to the other sick soldiers. Then she obtained a ort to come 
back, and, under a flag of truce, at the instance of General Bragg 
and with the consent and order of General Banks, she was di 
to go to New Orleans. Under that flag of truce she went toa 

oint near New Orleans and there was told to remain upon the 
t until a carriage should be sent for her. While she was there 
on that boat, under that banner, an armed soldier came and took 
her keys, opened her trunk, and took therefrom these valuables, 
She was put under arrest and held for eight days. There was no 
evidence that she was disloyal, that she wasaspy, or that she was 
in any way inimical to the Government. She remained there for 
some time, but at last was sent home by the Federal authorities, 
and she has remained at home ever since. Her claim was pre- 
sented to President Lincoln as soon as 8 af ter she returned 
to the North, and he referred it to a tribunal that he thought had 
jurisdiction of it, but the tribunal decided that they had not juris- 
diction, but expressed the opinion that the case was meritorious. 
Since that time the claim has been presented to every branch of 
the Government where it could be presented. It has been before 
Congress, and each House has passed upon it favorably on several 
different occasions, but the action of the two Houses never met, 
so that the bill did not become a law. Afterwards the case was 
referred to the Court of Claims, and they found that this amount 
of ee and propery had been taken away from her. 

Mr. HULICK. I wish to ask the gentleman a question for 
information. These notes of State banks in Louisiana and Ten- 
nessee, amounting to $5,000, were they worth their face in gold? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. They were worth their face in gold 
anterior and su uent to the war. 

Mr. HULICK. t at the time they were taken? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Yes, sir. Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask 
for the adoption of the amendment. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


FRANCIS A. BEUTER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. Re 
71) for the relief of Capt. Francis A. Beuter. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 


recognized as 
captain from the 4th day of September, 1863, in the Fourth United States 


T Thnk the e 1 A. Beu- 


ter his pay as captain of cavalry from the 4 iy of 6 
dato that he 29 mustered and paid as captain in the Fourth United States 
— ae April, 1864, deducting all payments on account of any other 


ie aA paid. 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Chairman, I introduced 
that bill. It was favorably reported in “the Fiftieth, Fifty-tirst, 
Fifty-second, Fifty-third, and Fifty-fourth Congresses. It in- 
volves only about 8800. It is simply a bill to pay an officer of cav- 
alry from the time when he was commissioned up to the time when 
he was mustered in. There is no Sagas as to the service, and 
there is no question as to the fact that he has not been paid. He 
tes est a man over 80 years of age and is absolutely in need of this 
poner} pact which, as I have said, represents simply a salary 
by the Government. I move that the bill be laid aside to 
0 8 to the House with a favorable recommendation. 
The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN A. LYNCH. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8075) for the relief of John A. Lynch. 
e bill was read. as follows: 


Be it enacted, ete., S gps ag mashes pep ang the findings of the Court of 
Claims the the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
required to pay John x iene out "ot any me 8 in the lingoa Bi not Reng a 
wise appropriated, seo sum of hay apesta 7 

ered an anri obn 


services rend p ag pernan 
A Lynch, to and for the hited Staten at Oietana „in o State of Obe in 


Mr. TAFT. . Mr. Chairman, this bill was introduced by me. Its 
object is to pay for the services of a ca who was engaged in 
the recruiting service in Cincinnati, He served there for eight 
months during the years of 1861 and 1862, and received no pay for 
that service. The case has been examined by the Court of Claims 
and has been favorably reported by that y. Unless some 
tleman desires to ask a question about the bill, I move that it be 
laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recommen- 


datio 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, if I can be recognized, I will ask to 
have the re rt in this case read in my time. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will read the report in the time 
of the gentleman from California. 

The report (by Mr. WILSON of Ohio) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3075) 
for the relief of John A. Lynch. submit the followi 
pbs eet te te. hee biil for relief arisos will be found stated in Son; 
Report session of the gress. said 
pe rk hereto appended and pi reii Pe tied 
committee recommend the passage of the bi 
[Senate Report No. 1349, Fifty-first Congress, first session.] 
The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 3463) 
the relief of John A. Lynch, having ving considered the same, report as fol- 


This claim was referred to the — DS . — Claims ragas Siy enoa of the Senate 


CCC 
an ndin 

which it a; rs that there is due p tho s reported ii the i of $2021.49 for his 
services. of which he had been 125, leaving due him the sum of $2,496.49. 


ieee aie! the Court of V 


rt. 
Fone committos referred the bill, with these findi 


to the Secre 
War for his report as to the amount which would be allowed under the 
SS —5 tions of the War De ent on the of the Court of 
rtof the Secretary of War. Parian attached. shows that $30 


Should ald be rea si from the amount found by the court, leaving the amount 
due the claimant $2.46649. The letter of the Secretary of War, with its in- 
Closures, is also attached and made a part of this report. 

The mower ger, aA therefore recommend ee 9 of the bill. with an 
amendment striking out the words “ two th hundred and twenty- 
one dollars and forty-nine cents," in lines 6,7, and 8 of the bill, and inserting 
the words “two —— tour hundred and sixty-six dollars and forty-nine 
cents.’ 


Wan DEPARTMENT, Washington, May 31, 1890. 
Sin: I return herewith ny bill 9199, “for the relief of John A. Lynch,” 


referred to this Department by your — of the 22d — a AEE your 
attention to the inclosed reports of the ye Sarg tea the 26th 
instant, ir ns oe General, da the 28th instant, on the bill. 


Very respectfully, 1. 4 6 5 


Acting Secretary of War. 
Hon. Wruntam. M. STEWART, 
Of Committee on Military Affairs, United States Senate. 


War DEPARTMENT, "PAYMASTER-GENERaL’ S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., May 26, 1890. 

Sin: I aes the honor to return herewith House bill 9199, for the relief of 
John A. Lynch, referred from the Committee on Military Affair® of the Sen- 
ate, and to state that the pay and allowances of a captain and assistant quar- 
termaster, payable by the Pay A beer foreight months from August 1, 
1861, to March 31, 1862, Ree as follows, viz 
Pav proper, ioe 
Servant ia ray, B3 ( 
Servant’s clot 


Nl —— — — 18 


Ferran allowances to a captain and assistant 
master fe we — — as commissary, as ph 1314, Ar: —— 
1861, forbade payment for two staff appointments at at the’ — — 
The — eee 3 er Ny prone adh ce rent, and clerk hire, pertain to the 
Very resp 2 x 


Paymaster-General, United ‘States 

The SECRETARY OF WAR. oe 
WAR DEPARTMENT, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

Washington, D. C., May 28, 1890. 


findi: of Meare Aasia heb Wie regana 
that e Affairs be furnished a statement 
the amount of money that would be allowed to the claimant under the find- 
of the court, assi the fin to be correct, if th 
before the War De 


t 
eight months from A. st 1, 1861, 1 in 
entitled we the je following mentioned allowances from the Quartermaster's 


is made for office 
orn th ge he the tions 
t 
to pay commutation there — 1 —— this 
report. 


ent for wood at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
At this rate the cost for 
months would have been 


S. B. HOLABIRD, 
Quartermaster-General, United States Army. 
The SECRETARY or WAR. 


[Senate Miscellaneous Document No. 127, Fifty-first Congress, first seasion.] 
COURT oF bigs CLERK'S OFFI: 


CB, 
‘ashington, April 10, 1890. 
Sir: Pursuant to the order dee og Be yarin cou 12 herewith a certified 


arte 's Department was auth 
to furnish fuel in Kias only. for the six — — 
i, and there is no authori 
item of allowance is omitted in 
The cost cost to the Quartermaster’s 
at about the time referred to, 
furnishing fuel for for an office tm that city tox cis 


Very respectfully, 


copy of the findings of the Court pantie rey wih Ses in the aforeanid 
cause, which case was referred to amitteo on E 
* 3 United States 8 March 3, 1883. 
am, very respec ours, @tc., 
* JOHN RANDOLPH, 
Assistant Clerk Court of Claims. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 

[Court of Claims. 8 — ia John A. Lynch v. The 
At a 8 of Claims held in the city of Washington on the 7th 

aye A — — — the court filed the following statement of case and nudlags 


STATEMENT OF CASE. 


The claim in the above-entitled case was transmitted to the court by the 
Committee on Military Affairs, United States Senate. on the 8th day of June, 
1888. Luther H. Pike, esq.. appeared for claimant, and the Attorney-General, 
Assistant Attorney-General John B. Cotton, his t, and under —— 
T 88 appeared for the defense and protection of the interests of the 

The case „ its merits on the lst day of January, 


I. 
At the outbreak of the rebellion, in the year A. D. 1881. the claimant, John 
Lynch, was a citizen of the United States. a resident of the city of cin- 
nati, shy the State of Ohio,and by profession a lawyer. 
In 1861 John C. Frémont, a major-general in the Army of the 8 Ae wna 3 
was to the command of the Department of the West, wi 
marters at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri,and was clothed with extrac 
power and authority for recruiting, 9 and equip 
patie Od for his command in and outside the timita of his department. — 
necting on phe — and directing the selection — s page of 
— officers mts as he might deem necessary to the due 
execution of the powers he was so eg with. 


General Frémont a tod Biches M. Corwine an officer under him, to 
wit, judge-advocate. thes rank of major, and sent him to Cincinnati, in 
the State of Ohio, with directions a authority a = recruit, organize, 
a KÅ oops for his command, and to arrangé their trameportetion to his 

e 

e aia R. M. Corwine, as — ol his arrungements for N rgan- 
izing, and eanipping t troops for and = to * 1 
command. indu the claimant + assist 


The es sien Lig, beta upon this assurance and acting under that. a t 
ment from tl a iarri gave his entire time for a period o t 
months in Ag ears A. D. 1861 and 1862 in assisting said Corwine. From 
latter pert 125 — 1861, until on or about the bth of September of that year 
he acted bo! tant quartermaster and co: y of subsistence, but 
from the Ary of § September, 1861, = on or about the 3ist aay of March, A. D. 
1862, he acted only as assistant quartermaster, pat all — services he so ren- 
dered were arduous and valuable to the United S 

The claimant has never been paid anything hy the . he so rendered, 
or on account of the expenses he incurred necessarily wane rend poe 
and paid ont of his own means, such expenses being for rooms, t. 
fuel, and attendance thereon, and for clerical assistan 


and for transpo 
$125, rv. 


The claimant was on the 26th of November, A. D. 1862, commissioned 
larly a captain and assistant quartermaster in the United States Army, vat 
was not given rank to cover the service he had rendered antecedently. 
such Ap EA commissioned officer he served faithfully and efficiently ‘antl 
he was d ee pAr tpe osod in Feen of the rebellion, and his 
accounts, found correct, ha Treasury Department. 


assistance, except a sum of 


The claimant, by reason of bein 


— 8 in the fiel 
of and therefore "unable to avail himself of the benefi 
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was crea’ d d by General Orders of the War 

„ mulgated by the General ers of the War 
Department, No, 120 of March 2% 1864, for the payment of claims for such 
services presented to said commission, and, being so ignorant, he presented 


no claim to said commission. 
VI. 


pril, A. D. 1862, 

t poem — in 
the United States Army, and so stationed and rendering said services at Cin- 
cinnati, in the State of Ohio, during said period of time, his army allowances 


and commutations w have as ce ed to the court by the War De- 
ment—each item — ap eer di For pay proper (eight months), 
; servant's pay .83; servant's clothing, $20; nce, 50; forage 


‘or three horses, if in actual service, $192; owe ha $192; quarters fuel, 
pais office, $240; office fuel, $30, and by aut 
O 


VII. 
The claimant during the eight months he so rendered the services unpaid 


VII. 
' The claimant received $125 on account of clerk hire during said period of 
eight months’ service, through said R. M. Corwine. 

Ix 


The claimant was loyal to the Government and cause of the United States 
throughout the war of the rebellion. 
BY THE COURT. 


Filed April 7, 1890. 


A true x 

Test, this 10th day of April, A. D. 1890. 

[sear] . JOHN RANDOLPH, 
Assistant Clerk Court of Claims. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, this claim is based on 
services rendered by the claimant at the beginning of the war. 
General Fremont was in command of the Department of the 
West, with authority to appoint officers and agents to assist him in 
his duties and in organizing that army. Under that authority he 
appoiated Mr. Corwine, then an officer in the United States 
Army, and sent him to Cincinnati with authority to employ assist- 
ants in the work of ee ore organizing that department. 
Mr. Corwine employed this layman, who was then an eminent 
lawyer (a partner of Mr. Hayes, afterwards President of the 

United States), to assist him, and for eight months he gave his 
time and attention to the work of recruiting and o ization. 
.That was a time when the Army was not well equipped, and when 
it was not quite clearly understood how men serving their country 
as soldiers were to receive their pay. On the faith of the promise 
that he would be made a captain to cover all this time, he gave 
those ight months of service, and never received for that service 
one dollar of compensation. I submit to you, gentlemen, that 
this man, who had patriotism enough to give his time and services 
to his country in this way, should not be deprived of such pay as 
the services are worth as established on presentation of the case 
to the Court of Claims. 

Mr. LOUD. Ishould like to ask the gentleman who has just 
taken his seat, and who seems to be familiar with this case, why 
this bill proposes to give this claimant some $2,400 when he only 
claims, according to the report, $1,262.96? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. That is a very pertinent question, and 
one which of course came before the committee. e reason is 
this: This man presented his claim according to his understandin; 
of what a captain was allowed. The Court of Claims investiga 
the matter and found that the claimant had not claimed all that 
he was entitled to. They therefore found in his favor for a sum 
larger than he claimed; t is, they found he was entitled to more 
than he had asked. Isubmit that if a person, ignorant of his legal 
rights, presents a claim for less than is due him, it is no reason 
why the Government should refuse to pay the full amount that is 
due, That is the reason the report is drawn as it is. 

Mr. LOUD. Well, Mr. Chairman, I think that if a man gets 
from the Government what he claims, he is doing pretty well. I 
believe the claimantis the best judge, at least from his standpoint, 
of what is due him. Now, if you will dissect this report you will 
find that this man would have been entitled, among other items, to 
$100 per month for clerk hire. Probably he did not have a clerk; 
yot this Honse, in its beneficence, pro to pay him for clerk 

ire during all that time. He would lars been allowed a certain 
amount for fuel. He did nothave that fuel; yet this House, in its 
generosity, says, ‘‘ You must have the money for the fuel anyway.” 

It is a question which arises at this distance of time whether 
this man has any just claim whatever. Still, in view of the find- 
ing of the court, I will assume that there is justly due to him 
what he claims; and I will move toamend the bill by striking out, 
in. line 6, the words “ two thousand four hundred and sixty-six dol- 
lars” and inserting in lieu thereof 51, 262.96.“ 

The question being taken, the amendment was rejected; there 

g—ayes 34, noes 41. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is now on the motion to lay 
the bill aside with a favorable recommendation. 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I should like to ini the 

tleman from Ohio . WILSON] who reported this bill. Am 
correct in ing that the proposed appropriation to the claim n 
s give 


ant carries certain allowances which the army 


haa | regularly commissioned officers? 


Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Yes, sir. 7 

Mr. POWERS. If I understand correctly, a regularly commis- 
sioned captain in the service would be entitled to a servant's pay 
at the rate of $12 per month. I wish toinquire of the gentleman 
from Ohio whether this claimant actually had a servant during 
the time for which he claims compensation. 

Mr. LOUD. It seems he has got to take pay for it anyway. 

Mr. POWERS. Did he have such servant in fact? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I can not answer as to that. 

Mr. POWERS. I see also that the tions allow for serv- 
ant's clothing at the rate of $2.50 per month. Now, if this man 
had no servant, he should have no clothing account for his serv- 
ant, should he? 

Mr. LOUD. But he has got to have the money all the same. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I am not undertaking to answer these 
questions. I am abiding by the decision of the Court of Claims. 

Mr. POWERS. I see that a captain in the service is entitled to 
forage for three horses, if actually owned and kept, at $8 a month 
each. Did this man have three horses? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. The finding is that he had not the 
horses, but that he hired horses to go to different places—to dif- 
ferent organizations of the Army—costing more probably than he 
would have been entitled to under the regulation. That finding 
ap in the report. 

r. POWERS. Well, the substance of this report, as I have 
hastily glanced over it, is that this man 
captain in the service; was disappointed in his expectations for 
about eight months; and now he claims that his pay as captain 
should antedate his service as such for this period of eight months 
prior to the time he was commissioned. that about the sub- 
stance of it? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. The claim is that he was appointed 
under authority which was supposed to make him substantially a 
captain and which was to be confirmed by the issue of a commis- 
sion to him, but the commission was deferred for eight months. 

Mr. POWERS. Well, Mr. Chairman, I do not know that I want 
to oppose this bill, but it seems to mea rather dangerous principle 
to pay a man for the time that he rested on his oars in expectation 
of an office. A great many gentlemen on this floor, no doubt, if 
they could recover for the time that they spent in desiring to be 
members of Congress, would be pretty well paid. [Laughter.] 
This claimant was employed by General Fremont or some agent 
of his to assist in the 3 of troops. He expected, under the 
golden hues of the promises held out to him, that he would go into 
the service with the rank of captain, and ultimately he did go in 
with that rank. But for eight months he was disappointed in his 
expectations and did not acquire the rank. Now, it is proposed by 
the pending bill to give him pay as of the rank of captain during 
the eight months preceding the receipt of his actual commission. 
He has already received fair pay as a layman for his services and 
now he desires pay at the rate of a captain in the regular service, 
including pay for servants, when he had no servants, and also em- 
bracing forage for horses, when he had no horses, and for the allow- 
ances generally provided to officers of that rank under the army 
regulations. - 

r. Chairman, it seems to me that under the conditions in which 
we find the Treasury of the United States at this time it is a proper 
occasion to consider, somewhat carefully, before we undertake to 
pay claims whieh have no legal force and which seem to me have 
zay 5 equitable right to compensation, the situation con- 

nting us. 

Mr. BOATNER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? : 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 

Mr. BOATNER. I understand that this bill is based on a record 
of findings of the Court of Claims. Does the court report, as a 
matter of law, that this man is entitled to the compensation 
accorded him in the bill? 

Mr. POWERS. I do not understand that it is so reported. 

Mr. LOUD. They only claim that he would have been entitled 
to it—that he had an equitable claim, in other words. 

Mr. POWERS. The Court of Claims do not report any legal 
p ition about it. They do say that the amount of the claim 

or horses, servants, etc., has been shown to the satisfaction of 
the court. That is all. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Chairman, if this is an honest claim, let us 
pay it. If it is not an honest claim, let us reject it. If we owe 


this man anything we owe him the two thousand and some odd 
er which the bill carries. The Court of Claims, I under - 
Mr. DINGLEY. He does not claim but $1,200. 


ed to be made a 
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Mr. WILLIS. No matter what he claims. If we find thata 
man does not claim enoagh, it is our duty as honest men to give 
him enough to satisfy our obligation, according to the standard 


of righteousness and truth. me men do not claim enough; 
others claim too much. If a man came to this body and claimed 
too much, aud we found that the claim was exaggerated, although 
meritorious, we would cut him down to a proper adjustment; 
and I claim that on the principle of justice and right if a man 
1 not claimed enough it is our duty to pay him what we owe 


Mr. Chairman, there is a way to do wrong and a way to do 
right. I do not know whether this man’s claim is just or not; 
but if it is just, I want to vote for the bill. If itis unjust, I want 
to vote against it. 

But I will say this, not simply as a matter of theory, but as the 
result of experience, that men who were ready to volunteer, to 
incur the dangers of battle and the hardship of campaigning in 
those perilous times, in the days when this man came to the front, 
were comparatively rare. They were the men the country wanted 
at the time, men that the country needed and must have, men 
who were ready to make sacrifices for the good of the country. 
These were the men who were ready to put themselves in the 
breach for the country in order that it might not die; men who 
were ready to die that the country might live. Andif this man 
started out with the expectation of getting the rank of captain, as 
he had a right to expect, and did his duty faithfully along the 
line, according as this report seems to indicate, and we owe him 
anything at all we owe him the entire debt which is due to him as 
a captain, and this debt, in honesty and honor, we are bound to 
pay. If he chose to hire his horses instead of keeping them, and 
employed his servants, and the amount raises the total to some- 


thing over $2,000, although he does not claim and did not claim 


that much, we owe it all to him and ought to pay it. 

Now, there is in this country a system and spirit of turning down 
and N just claims against the Government that is beneath 
the dignity of such a body as this. We ought to spurn with indig- 
nation every unjust claim that is brought before us, but at the 
same time be broad minded enough to . and vote for the 
payment of every just claim in the hands of our citizens against 


this Government. [Applause. 
Mr. LOUD. Mr. men. thought the proposition made by 


myself was exceedingly generous. I think if this House will pay 
what is claimed in this case it will do all that it cught to do. 

can not understand why this House should now seek to force upon 
this man the pay for his servant, his clothing, and his rations, 
when it is quite apparent that he never had any servant and could 
not have paid him any wages, and hence he could not have had to 
pay for any clothing for him. You-are endeavoring here also 
to force upon him pay for the subsistence of horses which he never 


ad. 

Now, it is a question, Mr. Chairman, whether this man was in 
the service or not. It is apparent that if he was 5 the 
service he would not come to Congress at this hour to be reim- 
pursed. We, thirty-two or thirty-four years from that time, are 
unable to ascertain the facts surrounding this case. It is more 
than probable that certain verbal promises might have been made 
to this gentleman that, under certain conditions, if he would per- 
form certain acts and do certain things, they would use their in- 
fluence some time in the future to secure a captain’s commission 
for him, which he eventually secured. But I am willing to over- 
look even allof that. Iam willing to give this gentleman the 
pay and rank of a captain, but I am not willing to do more than 
that, and, if it be in my power, I will endeavor to convince gentle- 
men that they should have accepted the amendment I proposed 
here; because when this House, by its act, reimburses a man in the 
amount that he claims, I think it has gone sufficiently far. There 
is no right whatever, there is no equity whatever, in this claim, 
above twelve hundred and some odd dollars, Now, I hope this 
House will defeat the whole claim. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I do not know what 
would become of the country if it were not for the gentleman from 
California. He seems to think it incumbent upon him to protect 
the United States to the exclusion of everybody. Now, I agree 
with him in this, that no unjust claim should be paid, and I do 


not want one dollar paid to the claimant here, or anybody else, 


that is not an equitable claim against the Government. It is not 
a legal claim, or it would not be here. I with the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. Loup] on that. But this report of the 
Court of Claims is Spr se as to the power to employ agents to 
perform the services Which he performed. Listen, if you please, 
to the finding of the court with reference to that power: 


In 1861 John C. Fremont, a major-general in the Army of the United States, 
was assigned to the command of the Department of the West, with head- 
ree at St. peek io red nun of err mei ane 70 ee = begin 

mary power and author or recruiting, orga: g, and equipping troops 
for his cannes in and outside the limits of his department, and for select- 
ing and appointing, and directing the selection and appointment of such 
officers and agents as he might eem necessary to him in the due 
execution of the powers he was so clothed with. 


He was so clothed with it. 

Now, the finding goes on to state that, in pursuance of this au- 
thority, the claimant in that case was employed to render the 
services of a captain, and that he did render such services for 
eight months, to the exclusion of all other business. I submit to 
you that he must have had quarters, he must have had fuel, he 
must have had horses or their equivalent by employment, because 
he could not have performed these duties without having these 
things. Even if they were found at his own fireside, if he was 
then giving his time to his country, I submit to you, gentlemen, 
that amity demands that he be compensated for his services as 
fully as if he had been commissioned and mustered. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion to lay aside 
the bill with a favorable recommendation. 

The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr. 
Loup) there were—ayes 55, noes 20. 

Mr. LOUD. No quorum, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN (after counting the committee). One hun- 
dred and thirty-four members are present—a quorum. 

Accordingly the bill was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. eee’ 

JAMES STEWART. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
897) for the relief. of James Stewart. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc.. That the claim of James Stewart, who served as first ser- 
py second and first lieutenant in the Fourth Artillery and captain inthe 
ighteenth Infantry of the United States Army in the late war of the rebel- 
lion, for a balance of wages earned by him in the suppression of said rebellion 
and during his entire time of service in said Army, and not paid to him, be, 
and the same is hereby, referred to the Court of Claims for due investigation; 
= eee Nod 8 5 u n said cory to Ag nee a bere ares 
rrespective of the > of time, for amoun any, found due of the 
United States upon sald claim. — 
Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendment 
which IL send to the Clerk’s desk. : 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


Aeng by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting the 


words: — 
“That the accounting officers of the Treasury 

directed, on a lication being made by Maj. e 5 — 
of the United States anny; or his legal representatives, to reopen, adjust, 
and pay his account for longevity service in the United States Army, in 
accordance with the law applicable thereto as construed by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and out of any money in the Treasury not 
3 any statute of limitations to the contrary notwith- 
The CHAIRMAN... The question is on the amendment. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, I offer this amendment to 
the bill for the purpose of having the claim go direct to the offi- 
cials of the Treasury Department, there being no question of fact 
which the Court of Claims could be called to pass upon. 

The case is this: Major Stewart served for a number of years in 
the Army of the United States. Under the United States law he 
was entitled tocertain additional compensation for each five years 
of service. Major Stewart was too busily engaged a large part of 
the time in fighting the battles of his country in the civil war to 
learn of this fact, and until quite recently did not learn of the addi- 
tional compensation to which he was entitled. When he did so 
he was met by bar of the statute of limitations. 

Now, I want to call the attention of the House to the fact that 
this House during the first session of the present Congress. on 
the 20th day of February, passed a bill for the relief of Lieut. 
W. A. Jones in lan; exactly identical with the amendment 
which I offer to this bill. It is the same kind of acase. A case 
arising under a claim for longevity pay, which could not go to the 
accounting officers of the Treasury for the reason that the statute 
of limitations barred it, and could not or ought not to go to the 
Court of Claims because all the evidence necessary to determine 
the amount due is in the possession of the Treasury officials. I 
would like to have the proceedings of this House in the case re- 
ferred to read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

LIEUT. COL. W. A. JONES. 
Mr. FLETCHER, Mr. gr Task unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 1821) to aoe and adjust the account for serv- 
net 


ice of Lieut. Col. W. A. Jones, Co: ot eer, 
The bill was read, as follows: 25 ere 


States Army, or his legal representatives, to 
reopen, adjust. and pay his claim for longevity — de in th 


not otherwise approp: 5 

Mr. FLETCHER. Lask that the report may be read, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of the bill? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. S er, let the report be read. 

The report (by Mr. DENNY) was read, as follows: 

“The Eommii tee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill me R. 1821) to 
reopen, adjust, and o account for service of Lieut. Col. W. A. Jon 
Cor of E eers, ha’ duly considered the same, do hereby report said 


y th 
ving 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
This is a claim for again pay for service in the Army. It appears that 
uite a time construed the act of Congress pro- 
Army should have an increase of pay for each 


the Treasury officials for 
viding that an officer of the 
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five years of service in the 5 such manner as to apply only to service 
of commissioned officers; but after many years the Court of Claims held that 
it applied to the service of enlisted men and of cadets at West Point, and this 
decision was confirmed by the Supreme Court. It was thus fully settled that 
this class of officers, as a result of the aforesaid ruling of Treasury officials, 
had not been paid for their services the full amount intended by the longev- 
ity law. At this point the Second Comptroller of the Treasury took the 
stand that the accounts for service of these officers had been settled and 
closed, and that he could not reopen them without authority of N ep 
For this reason those officers, who have thus been deprived of pay justly due 
them, have been forced to go before Congress for 33, as granted in the 
bill in this case, if passed.” j: 

The SPEAKER: Is there objection to the present consideration of the bill? 

There was no objection. | 

An amendment proposed by the Committee on Claims,to strike ont the 
word “claim,” in line 7, and insert in lieu thereof the word account,“ was 


e bil as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, a motion to reconsider the last vote was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Now, Mr. Chairman, I haye had this řec- 
ord read for the purpose of appealing to this House to do the same 
justice to Major Stewart that was done to the recipient of the ben- 
efit of the act which has just been referred to. Major Stewart was 
one of the heroes of the late war. He was a man who had enlisted 
as a young man in the Regular Army, and when the war of the 
rebellion came on had attained to the rank of sergeant in one of 
the batteries. For gallantry and devotion to the service he was 

romoted successively through the grades up to that of major. 
I the time to give to the House a description of some of the 
magnificent daring and courage which he displayed, it would sat- 
isfy the members that no more honorable record was ever made 
by private, by colonel, or by general in the war of the rebellion 
than was viele by him. 

At a reunion of the Loyal Legion in the city of Cincinnati a few 
yeas ago, after General Fairchild, then at the head of that order, 

ad described one of the magnificent assaults which had been 
successfully carried out by Stewart's battery, complimenting him 
highly upon his bravery and courage, the modest old major sim- 
ply rose and said, I thank you, General.” General Fairchild 
responded, No; do not thank me; thank the God above who 
gave us such men in our time of need.” 

He belonged to the Iron Brigade. At Antietam, at Gettysburg, 
and all the other battles in which this brigade took part, Stewart's 
battery was ever in the thickest of tlie fight. He served for many 
years ignorant of the additional compensation to which he was 
entitled. He made no claim for it within the time which the law 
allowed. ‘This bill is to give him an opportunity to get from the 
Government the pay that he might justly have claimed. He is 
now an old man. e has no son upon whom he can depend in the 
declining years of his life. He gets a small compensation. He 
wants this money, in case it is given, to get a home in which the 
declining years of his life may pass. He has earned it by his cour- 
age; he is entitled to it for his services; and only that bar of the 
statute of limitations, which has been set aside and broken down 
in other cases, stands between him and his right to recover this 
money. 

Now, a similar act was passed by this House at the last session: 
I introduced a claim for longevity pay for the widow of the Hon. 
Thomas L. Young, who was formerly a member of this House, 
who had failed, just as Major Stewart failed, to claim his longev- 
ity pay. He was entitled to it as much as others who have 
drawn theirs; and while the bill was worded in perhaps a little 
different way, because made payable direct to the widow instead 
of to him, yet it was understood by the House and was stated 
when the bill was passed that it was a longevity-pay claim. 

Now, objection may be omea that this is opening the way to 
thousands of other claims. That is the objection we hear when- 
ever war claims come up in this House. I do not care how just a 
claim may be, the objection is, Do not pass this bill, because if you 
do there will be a flood of other bills just like it to go through.” 
If thatis the theory upon which this House is to proceed, we ought 
toshut our doors and go home, because there is no bill introduced 
in this House that may not be followed by a flood of similar legis- 
lation. The ground upon which we ought to stand is that this 
Government is honest enough, is fair enough, and just enough to 

ay its proper debts and dues. This is a claim which might have 
ook paid by the Government under the law, but which, through 
the ignorance of Major Stewart concerning his rights under the 
law, was not paid. It seems to me it is but a just and proper 
tribute to the worth and the distinguished service of this gallant 
soldier that he should in the last years of his life receive from the 
Government that which it owes him. We pay out thousands of 
dollarsfor pensions. This isas justa claim as any pension claim. 
Major Stewart is old. He has but few years longer to live, has 
no one upon whom he can ry eee and this will render eful 
and happy the final years of his active and honorable life in the 
service of his country. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I want to see if I understand 
this bill; andif I do I want the Committee of the Whole to under- 
stand it; and then I am quite content the committee should do 
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as the committee no doubt will do, its duty in the premises. I 
understand that Major Stewart is now on the retired list. 

Mr. BROMWELL. He is. 

Mr. CANNON. What is his pay? 

Mr. BROMWELL. Iam informed that he gets about $1,700. 

Mr. CANNON, How long has he been on the retired list? i 

Mr. BROMWELL. I forget; some six or seven years, I believe. 

Mr. CANNON. How olda man is he now? 

Mr. BROMWELL. I can not answer the gentleman’s question 
categorically, but I should say that he is in the neighborhood of 
70 years F 8 

Mr.C ON. He wasa private soldier in 1851, it appears. 

Mr. BROMWELL. The honorable gentleman from New York 
[Mr. WapswortH]| knew him as a child, and he can tell you his 
age better than [ can, 

Mr. CANNON. Why, Wapsworrs himself is not over 71. 
e : 

Mr. WADSWORTH. My friend from Ohio means that Major 
Stewart knew me as a child. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CANNON. T hold in my hand a report and I want to call 
attention to it and to state what it is and why and how it comes 
here. In 1838 a law was passed providing that— $ 

very commissioned officer of the line or staff, exclusive of general officers, 


E 
shall be entitled to receive one additional ration per diem for every five years 
he may have served or shall serve in the Army of the United Stai 


That act was passed July 5, 1838. From 1838 down to, say, 1890 
that law received a uniform construction to the effect that the 
only persons that were entitled to this increase in the way of lon- 
govity pay were commissioned officers in the Army, and it was 

or service as commissioned officers that they were allowed the one 
additional ration per diem for every five years of service. From 
1838 down to about 1890, I suppose, that was the uniform con- 
struction of the law. But in and around the city of Washington 
there are a great many very bright people, some of them lawyers— 
and I like lawyers, though if I were a better one myself I would 
probably like them better. [Laughter.] Amongthese bright peo- 
ple, I say, are lawyers and retired officers of the Army, some with 
a great deal of leisure, and some with not so much, and it got into 
somebody’s head that there was a chance to recover something in 
the Court of Claims by securing a different construction of the 
law, namely, that if a man who was a commissioned officer had 
previously served as a private soldier, the time of his service asa 
private should be counted, so that for 2 five years of service, 
including his service as a private, he should have longevity pay, 


and that construction would apply to a large number of cases, 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. May I correct the gentleman? 
Mr. CANNON. Certain! 


Mr. WILSON of Ohio. There was an act in 1878 ex- 
pressly including the time served as an enlisted man. 
Mr. CANNON. I do not find that set out in the report of the 
committee. 3 
Mr. BROMWELL. I will read it; it is very brief: 


Sec. T. That on and after the passage of this act all officers of the Army of 
the United States who have served as officers in the volunteer forces during 
the war of the rebellion, or as enlisted men in the armies of the United States, 
regular or volunteer, shall be and are hereby credited with the full time they 
have served as such officers and as such enlisted men in computing their 
service for longevity pay and retirement. 


Mr. CANNON. That act was passed when? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. It was spores June 18, 1878. 

Mr. CAN NON. And this claim is based upon that act—is that 
correct? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. So much of it as includes the time that 
this officer served as an enlisted man. 

Mr. CANNON. How much of it depends on that, and what is 
the other part based on? s 

Mr. BROMWELL. The object of this bill is to refer this case 
to the Treasury officials and let them find out. 

Mr. CANNON. What is the other basis for this claim? Iam 
asking for information. I am as swiftfooted as any man here to 
do real justice to this man, if it can be done safely. 

Mr. STEELE. About 1868 an act was passed providing that all 
officers should have longevity pay and 10 per cent for every five 
years’ service in the Volunteer or in the Regular Army. This act, 
amendatory thereof, provides that in computing longevity pay 
there shall be included the term of service as a private soldier. 
Longevity pay may be added to the pay of an officer—for every five 
years of service 10 per ee ae to 40 per cent, but longevity pay 
of certain officersis limited. For instance, a colonel may not have 
the full 40 per cent added to his pay, or a brigadier-general or a 
major-general may not have the 40 per cent added to his pay. 
This act was intended only to include a few men who served for a 
time as private soldiers and afterwards became officers. If this 
officer, for instance, had served as an officer for fifteen years he 
might count that fifteen years and then five years of service as a 

rivate soldier, making up the twenty years. If this man served 

ong as an officer, I can not see that the passage of this bill is going 
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to give him money enough to buy a home, as has been 
here. It would give him 10 per cent for the first five years’ serv- 
ice and 10 per cent for the next five years, and so on up to 40 per 


cent. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, I think I understand the matter. Iam 
eae information in good faith, so as to find out just how I 
should vote. That this man Major Stewart served as a private sol- 
dier from 1851 until 1861; that then when the war broke out he was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant, and from that time until 
the present has been in the Army, receiving promotion 
from time to time; that he was retired a few years ago; and that 
his pay as a retired officer of the Army is $1,700 a year. 

ow, under the construction of the laws on this subject as 
iven by the accounting officers of the Treasury, this officer of 

e Regular Army claims that he has been cut out of over $4,000 
that ought to have been paid him before or immediately after the 
act of 1878 was passed; and now, because somebody along in 1890 
sued in the Court of Claims in a case of this kind and recovered, 
he seeks to recover the sum named in the bill. But when he goes 
to the Court of Claims they say, Les. but you are barred by the 
statute of limitations.” en he comes to Congress and says, 
“Being barred by the statute of limitations, I have no remedy 
under the existing law, and I ask legislation that will give me 
this $4,000.” 

It may be that it is the temper of the House to-day to grant this 
claim. I wish to say that no man has a greater admiration for 
officers or privates of the Regular Army than I have. They are 
our fellow-citizens. They represent the arm of force of the Gov- 
ernment. They are worthy men, entitled to credit and honor. 
They are entitled to a certainty of tenure; and they have it. They 
are entitled to certain pay; they have it. They are entitled to 
upon the retired list; have pig tee ides ae This worthy 

cer bas had all that; and he has it y. t I want to sub- 
mit to the Committee of the Whole in reference to this retired list 
of the Army, filling up as it is with people who are in far better 
condition —— worthy men who were in the Volunteer 
Army, there pele danger—I have sometimes thought there was 
danger—that you will build up a great pay roll that by and by 
will k of its own weight. 
- Having said that much, let me state now the case of a com- 
missioned officer, a second lieutenant in the volunteer force of the 
Army—one who went through the war, perhaps, side by side with 
this man. This officer of the Volunteer Army went ont of the 
service at the close of the war. Having received his pay as an 
officer while the war continued, he has not been on pay since. If 
he was disabled (as it does not appear that this worthy officer 
was, according to the report) he gets a pension the amount of 
which is away below—which is only one-quarter part of the 
amount which this worthy officer receives upon the retired list. 
And you must recollect that for one officer of the Regular Army 
situated as this one is there are a hundred of the Volunteer Army 
who are not enjoying his advantages. Now, I would not take 
away from this man the $1,700 a year which he now worthily 
receives. I would not measure his rts strictly or unjustly—— 

Mr. STEELE. Just one minute, if the gentleman eed 
can see where the statement which I just made was probably mis- 
leading. Under the act to which I have referred this man, if he 
had counted his ten years of service from 1851 to 1861, would have 
commenced drawing 20 per cent from the date of the passage of 
the act, instead of waiting for the oo ote of five years’ service. 
He would have commenced getting e 20 per cent addition to his 
pay that much sooner. So that the amount might be, I suppose, 
more than $4.000. His pay now is undoubtedly $218.75 p month. 

Mr. CANNON. That is his pay now on the retired list? 

Mr. STEELE. Yes. sir; his pay on the retired list. 

Mr. CANNON. Then he gets $2,600 a year or more, instead of 
81,700. My friend from Ohio [Mr. BROMWELL] was in error. 

Mr. BROMWELL, I made my statement on the best informa- 
tion I had. 

Mr. CANNON. Then this man is now getting, and has receivéd 
for six years past, without one icle of service to the Govern- 
ment, and will receive until he dies—and I am glad of it, because 
it is our policy touching the Regular Army—$2,600 and more a 


ear. 

* Now, then, it is said in Holy Writ, *‘ To him that hath shall be 
iven, and from him that hath not shall be taken that which he 
ath.” I can conceive how hundreds of men who served in the 

Volunteer Army, and did good service there, might perhaps com- 
plain of thatrule which was laid down a long time ago, and might 
claim that if this amount of $4,000 is to be given to this man by 
removing this statutory bar, something ought to be done for them 
more liberal than has been done; at least their pensions should 
not be taken away, as has sometimes happened. 

One word more and I conclude. It is asked. Would not this 
man have been entitled to this amount if the decision of the 
court had been rendered in 1878 instead of 1890?” I answer, yes. 
But the decision as made in 1890 was to a man who was vigilant. 
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This man received every cent that he believed that he was en- 
titled to; yet under this decision he wants the $4,000 which he 
never dreamed of getting, and can not get under the laws of his 
country, because the statute of limitations has run. And that 
law is of just 8 force and of as high order as is a law which 
would give it to him. 

If you want to adopt a precedent of this kind by removing the 
bar of the statute of limitations, the manly method of proceeding 
would be to remove that bar as to all cases. And then somebody 
will naturally ask, How much is it going to cost? In the Almighty's 
chancery, considering the condition of the Treasury, considering 
the worthy record of this man and of 2,000,000 other men who 
served in the late war, I doubt if such action ought to be taken. 
I am slow to favor the removal of the bar of the statute of 
limitations in any case. The safer way is to let it be a statute of 
repose. 

e CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BROMWELL]. 

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr. 
CANNON) there were—ayes 21, noes 37. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I have no special inter- 
est in the pending claim, but I reported it, and I want to call the 
attention of the committee to what I regard as the unfair state- 
apn of the gentleman from Illinois in his remarks upon this 
question. 

This is not by any means new legislation with reference to the 
longevity pay of soldiers. For many years the statutes provided 
only that a man who had served as an officer for five years should 
have 10 per cent of his pay additional after that period, and for 
every five years of service thereafter he should have an additional 
10 percent. But in 1878 Congress the act which provided 
that if a private soldier had served in the Army five years and 
then became an officer of volunteers he should have longevity pay, 
and if he should serve another term of five years, and five 
more, and still another period of five years, or four terms of five 

in all, he might receive 10 per cent of his pay measured by 
the extent of the compensation received during each term of five 
years. 

Now, I submit that the Government of the United States owes 
this man for three ce of service as honestly as the Govern- 
ment owes any man his salary for services in this House, save and 
except that the statute of limitations bars him from now present- 
ing his claim because he did not doit at the proper time. We all 
despise the man who, in his individual ca ity, pleads the statute 
of limitations in bar of an honest debt. y, then, shoulda t 
Government like this refuse to open the door and allow the officials 
of the Treasury to pay this man what the law granted to him— 
not a law which we enacted, but a law which was enacted by those 
who preceded us? Those who enacted that law, at the time and 
under the circumstances which prevailed then, understood what 
it was to induce a man to serve his country in a military ity; 
and the Government of the United States has kept faith with 
every soldier under that law. The gentleman from Illinois can 
not point to-day to a statute which lee e to a private soldier 
anything which the country has refused to give to him. If such 
an occasion shall ever arise, we may well be ashamed of our Gov- 
ernment, because it is too big and too grand and too powerful to 
repudiate the smallest debt of the poorest private soldier in the 
Army. 

Give this man, then, what the law allows him, and do not stand 
on the fact that he was too late in presenting his claim to have the 
benefit of that law which other more diligent officials secured. I 
think this man in his old should now receive what the Gov- 
ernment has provided for those who served in the Army as he has 
served. Tappan i 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Chairman, I do not know that I can 
make my voice heard in the Hall on account of the condition of 
my throat to-day. But I want to reply to one argument which 
has been made by the distinguished chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations, the gentleman from Illinois r. CANNON], 
who finds himself in the ungracious attitude of opposing this 
claim merely on the technical ground that the statute of limita- 
tions at this time barsits allowance by the Treasury Department 

He puts the objection, if I understand the force of his argu- 
ment, on the ground that the claimant himself had been negli- 

t; that he had been guilty of what the law calls “laches ” in 
o preaentaiion of his claim 

Mr. CANNON. I Said 

Mr. GROSVENOR (continuing). I will do justice to you in 
what you said. 

Mr. CANNON. But the gentleman from Ohio does not want 
to misrepresent me? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Certainly not. 

Mr. CANNON. Isaid that. so far as [had knowledge, my belief 
on the subject was that the claimant did not know or suppose, nor 
did anyone else know or suppose, but what he was getting every 
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dollar to which he was entitled under the law until the decision of 
the court to which I have referred, which was made almost a gen- 
eration after the service had been performed. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Well, I should put it on a better ground 
than that. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, my friend from Ohio always does things 
much better than I can possibly do. E $ 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Only occasionally, when I am on the side 
of Juanico and right, and you, by accident, happen to geton the 
other side. 

The gentleman from Illinois did say that the person who brought 
his suit in the Court of Claims in time was diligent, and therefore 
by a fair and just inference we must understand that he assumes 
the man who did not bring his suit within the time prescribed by 
the law had not been diligent and deserved to suffer. 

Now, there is a pretty well settled oe of law by which, 
if A does any act or fails to do any act by which B is misled in the 
prosecution of his claim, A shall not be heard afterwards to set 
up lis own act or his own failure to act in bar or in defeat of the 
right of B. Now, this principle applies here. Here stood the law 
upon the statute books of the United States that gave to this man 
so much additional pay. It was his legal right then, and it is his 
moral right now. 

I quite agree with what my friend from Ohio [Mr. WILSON] has 
said in better words than I can say, that it is a pitiful sight to see 
a great government pleading the bar of the statute of limitations 
against a claim admittedly just and honest, and when it is done 
by anybody short of a sovereignty the person doing it loses his 
credit among all honorable men. 

Now, let us see what the failure to act on the part of the Gov- 
ernment has been in this behalf. The Government so construed 
its own statute as to forbid the prosecution of this claim by this 
applicant. It said to the men of the Army,“ You are not entitled 
to charge up on this account of service the time which you spent 
as enlisted men,” and it did not a fo Now, shall it be said that 
because this claimant stood by and believed this Government was 
acting honestly and intelligently at the time, and therefore did 
not prosecute his claim in the Court of Claims, that he ‘shall be 
barred? It is a much better construction to put upon all this con- 
duct that the Government understood the law as they construed it, 
and refused the payments which they did under it, and then, hav- 
ing ascertained — a judicial settlement of the question that the 
Government was wrong, that that suit was brought by one indi- 
vidual, it is true, for his own benefit, I t, but in the 
absence of a multitude of suits, he be construed to have 
brought the suit for himself and for all others situated as he 
was. 

Now, I do not add anything to what has been so well said by my 
colleague from the Second district of Ohio [Mr. BROMWELL] about 
the equity there is in taking this claim and acting upon it directly, 
thereby giving to this old soldier the money that he hada right to 

rs ago. I put it upon the ground that the Government itself, 

y its own conduct, prevented this action from being brought, held 
this man's money, refused to pay it to him, and now invokes the 
running of the statute in order that it may have the benefit of 
its own act, when, in fact. its own act misled this citizen into a 
failure to prosecute his legitimate claim. That is all I desire to 


say. 
Nir. HULICK. Before the gentleman takes his seat I hope he 
will make oneexplanation. At the time the court gave its decision 
on the validity of this law, in the case referred to by the gentle- 
man, was this claim then barred by the statute? 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Iso understand that it was then barred. 
Mr. HULICK. Then it is a most favorable interpretation to be 


ven. 
“ets GROSVENOR. But the same rule, in a less forcible de- 
gree, would apply in any event. 

Mr. HULIC. Why ey: $ 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Because it may be said that he is charged 
with a knowledge of the pending litigation, and he may have had 
that knowledge. He may be chargeable with it, but he had the 
right, in all conscience, holding an honest claim, to su that 
he was dealing with an honest Government. Iam pu a vio- 
lent assumption now, and I do not insist upon it . , for if 
all the men of this nation who do business did it upon the same 
dishonest and dishonorable principles that the United States Gov- 
ernment does, there would not be income enough from the reve- 
nues of the country to build penitentiaries enough to send them 
to. [Laughter and applause.| It is a better proposition to say 
that he had a right to stand by and say, My Government, when 
it finds that it has dealt unjustly and refused to pay me an honest 
claim, will adjust my claim upon the basis that the law has been 
construed to entitle me to.” 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. STEELE. May I just read the section of the statute that 
Ireferred to a minute ago? 

Mr. CANNON. Yes. 


Mr. STEELE. On 


220 of the Revised Statutes, passed 
July 15, 1870, I find the following: 


below the rank of brigadier- 


TS 
of their current yearly pay for each term 
of service shall in 


i ted rank or 10 
of five of — 2 = 
3 — 2 — a of 4 — ovided by la: 
no case ex r cent on the year! as W. 
Sec. 1267. In io cans shall the pa n exceed a year, or the 
pay of a lieutenant-colonel exceed $4,000 a year. 
Bre. 1275. Officers wholly reti from the service shall be entitled to 


receive, 2 — their retirement. one year's pay and allowances of the highest 
rank held by them, whether by or regimental commission, at the time 
of their retirement. 


That is, the first of the longevity pay was in 1870. 

Mr. CANNON. When? 

Mr. STEELE. In July, 1870. Now, if this subsequent act had 
been in 1870, giving private soldiers the advantage enjoyed 
by officers, that officer at that time, allowing that he was com- 
missioned in 1861, would have been entitled, in one year from the 
passage of this act, to the full 40 cent; whereas, under. the 
reading of this statute, if he had only served five years, he would 
have had to serve eleven years before he would get the full 40 
cent. But, as I stated in the first plage, it is to give him the addi- 
tional compensation as a private soldier, or it might be said to be 
retroactive in his case, as there was no law providing for a private 
soldier at the time. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I crave the indulgence of the 
committee to submita remark or two, calledforth by the remarks 
of the honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GROSVENOR]. He 
seems to think that the statute of limitations is a fraudulent stat- 
ute, an unmanly statute, and is only invoked 4 somebody who 
wants to do injustice. Holding these views and living all his life 
in Ohio, I tly wonder that that statute has stood one holy 
minute in the laws of that State. [Laughter.] 

Now, let us see a little about the statute of limitations, and if 
we are poing to enlarge it in one case let us see how much there 
is to enlarge it in others. I recolleot a statute of limitations, writ- 
ten upon the statute book away back in the late seventies, that 
provided that a soldier of the late war should not be entitled to 
arrears of pension dating back from his very disability where he 
did not claim it, unless he filed that claim by a certain day in 
1880— 


Mr. GROSVENOR. But gave notice to 5 to file. 
Mr. CANNON (continuing). And multiplied thousands of 
never heard of it, and did not file at all. My friend says 
t this individual may not have heard of this and may not have 
brought his action. I submit to him that all are equally charge- 
able with a knowledge of the law. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Then how does your Government get 
along, when it tended to have a knowledge of the law, and 
that was a false knowledge of the law? 

Mr. CANNON. My Government has enacted the law and pro- 
vided tribunals for construing it, and has fixed a statute of limi- 
tations in certain cases. Now,then,if we are going to havea 
little chancery of the Lard here, and are going to do justice with- 
out limitation, who speaks for the man who gets his pittance, 
when you know that multiplied thousands in the Volunteer Army 
are barred by the statute of limitation of 1880? Is there one of 
them on the retired list who gets, until he dies, §2,600 a year, with 
a commissioned officer’s pay from 1861 to this time? If so, I pause 


for an answer. 
Mr. Chairman, may I interrupt the gentle- 


Mr. BROMWELL. 
man—— 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. BROMWELL (continuing). Forastatement? It is tocor- 
rect a mistake. I find by reference to the printed record of the 
compensation of army officers that the regular pay of a retired 
major is $1,875; so that 1 was not yay. far out of the way. Now, 
there is an additional amount for additional five years’ serv- 
ice, which makes, as stated by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
STEELE], something over$2,000, after a service of twenty years, by 
reason of this longevity pay. 

Mr. CANNON. He is getting it. 

Mr. BROMWELL. He is not ing all of it. 

Mr. CANNON. Heis getting it now, and you want him to get 
back pay to 50 or 60, and so on. 

Mr. BROMWELL. I do not want anything of the kind. 

Mr. CANNON (continuing). When he is getting it from day to. 
day. I want to call the attention of this House to the fact that 
the presence of people in Washington—not improperly, I do not 
claim that—frequently has much to do with legislation. The 
thousands are not here. You meet about the corridors of the 
Capitol, and in the streets, and at the hotels, and in the boarding 
houses gentlemen upon the retired list. You meet them socially. 
Fairly well taken care of, not too much. The result is, from time 
to time that in the Congress, which is ever changing, there comes 
legislation for longevity pay. Why, until this discussion came 
on there is not one of us in twenty in this House that understood 


what longevity pay meant. I commenced talking about it,and 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. STEELE]-had to tell me about 
it; and yet it abounds, do you not see, in legislation; and then, 
with the laws construed for a whole generation, somebody dis- 
covers that there is a chance to recover, and sues in the Court 
of i I am not going to intimate that at times the Court of 
Claims is like “ necessity — knows no law—but they sometimes 
give constructions to the law that you and I never dreamed of, or 
even the gentleman from Ohio. And now, being barred by the 
statute, being cared for at $2,600 a year, the gentleman from Ohio 
said. Let us remove the bar of the statute and give the claim- 
ant $4,000 at one leap.” Why, that is not much money. How 
many are to follow after I know not. If I had my way about it, 
where public officials are cared for enough to meet every want, 
with food, clothing, and house to care for them when they are no 
longer able, I would not give more by affirmative action of the leg 
islative power until the Treasury was in a condition that I could 
do some little meed of justice to the millions of men equally patri- 
otic that are getting nothing but a bare pittance. 

One word in conclusion. The gentleman from New York, in 
this case, as on other occasions, has thought proper to make a 
fling at the Government of the United States, saying that it is 
dishonest and dishonorable in its treatment of its creditors. I 
deny it. In my judgment no government that ever existed has 
been so swiftfooted to do justice to its creditors as your Govern- 
ment and mine. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Will the gentleman allow me to make a 
correction? Occasionally an Ohio man does come from New York, 
but Iam not that man, and if the gentleman revises the remarks 
he has just made, I hope he will see to it that am properly located 


in Ohio. ee oa 

Mr. C ON. It appears that I spoke of the gentleman as 
from New York. Is New York angry? [Laughter.] My friend 
understands that it was a mere slip of the tongue. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Certainly; but it might tend to mix me up 
in other matters. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, I think New York is entitled to one Cabi- 
net office, and the gentleman can be put in the other place, and I 
fee Be mir be, because then I shall know where to find a friend. 

ughter. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, what is the law? When this Government 
makes a contract with any person, and that contract is performed 
by that person under the law, the Government complies with its 
part and complies swiftly. If there be not a strict compliance, or 
a question of damages arises, there is the Court of Claims; there 
is every Federal court in the Union into which the citizen can 
go and bring his action against the Government. And as a mat- 
ter of fact claimants do all these things. They have their day in 
55 court, and after they fail there they become claimants before 

ngress. 

There is no law to control Con in these matters. Why, we 
can vote $1,000,000 right out of the Treasury for any individual or 
for any p on earth. We have the power of appropriation, 
and there is nothing but our own consciences and a sound public 
sentiment to prevent us from abusing it. Therefore, as one Con- 
gress does not bind another, and as death steps in every ten or 
twenty years and changes the personnel of Congress, these claims, 
after they have been turned down time and time again, come up 
smiling to demand further consideration, because the claimant, 
or the representative of the claim, never dies. So it hay S, 
because one of these old, stale claims which has been turned down 
again and again comes up again and is pushed here by l 
who is interested in it, that gentlemen who are mistaken, as Ithin 
my friend from Ohio is mistaken in this case, feel warranted in 
attacking the honor of the Government of the United States. It 
is a great Government and an honest Government, and I would 
rather favor a line of action that would tend to bar these claims 
by limitation after a reasonable time. If they were between pri- 
vate individuals they would never be heard of, because there the 
statute of limitations would operate. I wish that such a statute 
was written into the fixed law of the land, into the Constitution 
of the United States. It would be well for the Government and 
well for the people, and sometimes well for the reputation of every- 


body. 

Now, that last remark is not particularly connected with this 
case, but I have felt justified in making these sh ge in reply 
to the remark of the gentleman from Ohio touching the conduct 
of the Government of the United States in these matters. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Chairman, I want to say a word. I 
now find the gentleman from Illinois planting himself upon a new 
ground altogether. He says that there are courts in the United 


States and that men may go into those courts and obtain judg- 
ment against the Government for what it owes them. Now, cer- 
tainly within ninety days my friend will repudiate that doctrine, 
because I have known him to be even more vigorous than he is 
now to defeat this little claim in his endeavors to prevent the 
payment of judgments solemnly rendered in the United States 
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courts in favor of individuals against the Government, judgments 
involving not merelya small amount, as in this case, but millions 
and millions of dollars. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman instance one case? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Easily. The French spoliation claims. 

Mr. CANNON. Not at all. There was no judgment of the 
court there. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. AndIcould name others. I hope the gen- 
tleman has not forgotten. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, I have not forgotten; but of course the 
gentleman does not want to misrepresent me. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Not at all. Then, too, we all remember 
the piece of strategy which he conceived in that wonderful brain 
of his and carried ont with that wonderful intelligence of. his, 
that left us all prostrate here who were in favor of paying those 
judgments. It was all fair and honorable, of course, but per- 
haps somewhat doubtful in the character of the management. 


[Laughter. 
Mr. C ON. ‘‘And the villain still pursued her.” [Laugh- 


ter. 

itr, BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that this 
tay resolved itself down to this one point, whether this 

ouse will do thesame justice to Major Stewart thatit has already 
done in the case of the widow of Gen. Thomas L. Young and in 
the case of Lieut. Col. W. A. Jones. And I want to say right 
here that the gentleman from Illinois himself dictated last winter 
the lan e of the bill for the benefit of General Young’s widow, 
modified the bill as it was introduced by me and dictated the lan- 
guage in which it should be presented to this House. That bill 

the House, and it was nothing more than a longevity claim 
couched in language which made the money payable tothe widow 
instead of to the soldier himself. 

Mr. CANNON. _ As the gentleman has referred to that matter, 
some explanation is proper; but it seems to me that it would be 
better for him to withdraw his remarks from the RECORD. Other- 
wise it is due to him and myself that a brief statement of the 
facts should be made. The gentleman knows that I objected to 
that legislation. He well understands that Thomas L. Young was 
a member of this House for many years—served in the Army for 
many years. The gentleman knows what was his financial condi- 
tion and that of his family at the time of his death better than I 
do. The gentleman knows that without warrant of law we have 
fallen into the habit here of giving to the widows of deceased 
members of Nop Ber: the pay to which their husbands would have 
been entitled if they had lived. 

Mr. BROMWELL. The gentleman overlooks the essential 
point of the case. 

Mr. CANNON. The 8 knows the conversation that 
he and I had, and that the item making that appropriation was 
put on the bill in the shape in which it was with the p „ as 
expressly stated by me, that it should not constitute a precedent— 
pong it upon the ground of the action of Congress toward the 

amilies of members who had died while in service as such. 
And I do not defend it upon that ground. The gentleman and 
I can have no 5 about the facts of the matter. 

Mr. BROM WELL. The facts are exactly as I stated. That 
bill was a longevity claim, and it went through this House as 
such. It was a claim on behalf of the widow of Thomas L. 
Young, a former member of this House: but that fact made it no 
better and no worse than this claim of Major Stewart's. 

Now, this House—and I had the facts read from the Clerk’s 
desk—passed another bill—a bill for a lieutenant-colonel of engi- 
neers—a case in which there was no more claim and no more right 
and no more justice in favor of granting longevity pay than there 
isin this case of Major Stewart's. For all we know that lieutenant- 
colonel of engineers may have been a brave soldier. Wedo know 
from the records that Major Stewart was. Now; will this House 
blow hot with one breath and cold with another, or will it do the 
same justice to this gallant old Major Stewart that it has done to 
these other two officers? That is the question that comes before us. 

I know it is the policy of the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations to endeavor to cut down here all claims, however 
just, that take any money out of the Treasury. Iam just as re- 
sponsible to my constituents as he is to his. Whenever there is a 
just claim of this kind that has gone before the Committee on 
Claims—whether it comes from the South or from the North, from 
the East or from the West—if the claim has been investigated and 
found to be a just debt against this Government, I propose to 
stand here in 5 and support it with my voice and my vote. 

A MEMBER. ithout regard to the condition of the Treasury. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Without r d to the condition of the 
Treasury, an honest claim should be paid, and means should be 
provided for gering it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask for a yote on this question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying this bill aside to 
be reported with a favorable recommendation. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the affirmative. 


1896. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Mr. DINGLEY. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker ha re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. PAYNE reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, having had under consideration 
the Private Calendar, had directed him to report back with a 
favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 2741) for the relief of 
Peter Cook, of Arkansas; the bill (H. R. 130) to carry out the find- 
ings of the Court of Claims in the case of Augustus P. Burditt; 
the bill (H. R. 71) for the relief of Capt. Francis A. Beuter; the bill 
fe R. 8075) for the relief of John A. Lynch, and the bill (H. R. 

) for the relief of James Stewart. He further reported that the 
Committee of the Whole, haying had under consideration the bill 
(H. R. 3950) for the relief of William P. Buckmaster, had substi- 
tuted therefor Senate bill No. 90, Which they had directed him to 
report back with the recommendation that it lie on the table. He 
also reported that the Committee of the Whole, having had under 
consideration the bill (H. R. 903) for the relief of Flora A. Darling, 
had directed him to report the same back with an amendment, 
and with the recommendation that the bill be as amended. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will rt the of the bills just 
reported back from the Committee of the Whole. 


PETER COOK, 


The bill (H. R. 2741) for the relief of Peter Cook, of Arkansas 
“(reported from the Committee of the Whole with a favorable 
recommendation), was taken up, and ordered to be e and 
read a third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and 


AUGUSTUS P. BURDITT. 


The bill (H. R. 130) to carry out the findings of the Court of 
Claims in the case of Augustus P. Burditt (reported from the 
Committee of the Whole with a favorable recommendation) was 
taken up, and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

FLORA A. DARLING. 


The bill (H. R. 903) for the relief of Flora A. Darling (reported 
from the Committee of the Whole with a recommendation that it 
be passed with an amendment) was taken up and the amendment 
was read, as follows: 

In line 6 strike out the words “fifteen thousand six hundred and eighty- 
three dollars and insert 55.683.“ 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, before the vote is taken on this 
bill, I desire to call the attention of the House to the facts as they 
are found in the findings of fact of the Court of Claims, accom- 
panying the report. When Iread these findings I can not believe 
that the Committee of the Whole, in recommending the peewee 
of this bill, understood the facts as they are presented here. 
the committee had understood them I am sure it could not have 
made such a recommendation as we have now before us. Promi- 
nent in findings of facts by the Court of Claims is the follow- 
ing: I should first say the claimant is the widow of a brigadier- 
general in the Confederate army, and the Court of Claims finds 
that the “claimant . with her husband in political 
8 and was disloyal to the Government of the United 

tai ” 

It appears also that she was arrested as a suspected spy, and I 
can not believe, if the House understood fully the facts connected 
with the case, that it would be swift to recommend the payment 
of the claim in her behalf. 

But, Mr. Speaker, aside altogether from the character of the 
claimant, there are not sufficient facts found accompanying the 
committee’s report in presenting the claim to the House to justify 
a verdict in her favor at the hands of the House. Her claim is 
based on the alleged fact that certain Confederate bonds and cer- 
tain State-bank notes, as well as money in silver and gold and 
jewels, were taken from her trunk while she was in custody. Ten 
thousand dollars of this amount was in Confederate cotton bonds, 
which, of course, the committee ignored and set aside altogether. 
But in addition to that amount there were said to be $5,000 in notes 
of the State banks of Louisiana and Tennessee. Now, what were 
$5,000 in face value of the notes of the banks of the States of Loui- 
siana and Tennessee worth in 1863? The Court of Claims do not 
find them to be worth anything, and there is no presumption that 
they were worth their face value. At that time both of these States 
were in the hands of the Federal soldiers, and I doubt—there being 
all kinds of State banks in Tennessee and Louisiana, as in all of the 
other States of the Union at that time—I doubt whether these had 
any value at all, and non constat that the $5,000 were worth $500, 
or $5, or 5 cents. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania if the report develops what bank in Tennessee the notes 
were upon? 

Mr. DALZELL. It is not found. Weare not informed. We 
do not know what bank or banks issued the notes in question. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. I make the inquiry for the reason that 
some of the banks in Tennessee—their issues—were good as gold 
at all times. 

Mr. DALZELL. The gentleman from Tennessee misunder- 


stands me, if I made the affirmation broad enough to cover all of 
the banks. I say that we do not have sufficient facts on which to 
base a verdict in the statement presented to us bythe committee. 
The gentleman from Tennessee will concede that the issues of 
some of these banks at that time were practically worthless. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is true. 

Mr. DALZELL. Well, the notes specified in this claim may 
have been of the insolvent banks. 

Mr. COX. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania will allow me 
a moment, I would like to ask my coll e to state what bankin 
Tennessee in 1863 had its notes at par with gold? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The State bank—— 

Mr. DALZELL (continuing). Well, whether they were or not, 
we do not know even that there were whose notes were 
worth their face value in gold; nor do we know, assuming that - 
such banks were in existence, that these were the notes of such 
banks in this trunk, and non constat that they were.worth any- 
thing like the amount named here. 

I am reliably informed by a gentleman from Tennessee that 
some of the State-bank notes in 1863 were selling at 15 cents on 
the dollar. So, not to make a short story long, I end, as I began, 
by saying that it passes my belief that the House should be swift 
to vote $5,000 from the bankrupt Treasury of the United States 
to pay such a rotten claim as t presented on the face of this 


report. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I only wish to add to my statement in 
respect to the Tennessee bank money that if the gentleman will 
read the report he will find that the reference is to the State Bank 
of Tennessee, not to the State banks, as I understand it, but to the 
institution known as the Bank of Tennessee. : 


hoes DALZELL. Oh, no. The gentleman is mistaken. Not 
at all. : 
Mr. RICHARDSON, I think you will find that to be the case, 


as I understood the reading of the report. 

Mr. DALZELL. The gentleman is mistaken. 
the report: 

The claimant placed in her trunk for safe-keeping $10,000 in Contederate 
cotton bonds, which had been issued the previous September, $5,000 in notes 
of the State banks of and „and so on. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If that means the State Bank of Tennes- 
see, that ee Was as good as gold. 

Mr. DALZELL. It does not mean it, and does not say so, but 
on the contrary it expressly says State banks of Tennessee and 
Louisiana. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. We had some private banks in the State 
at that time which would have been perfectly good, and others 
that were undoubtedly bad, but the Bank of Tennessee was as good 
as gold all along. 

r. DALZELL. Where in the State of Tennessee was that. 
bank doing business in 1863? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It was not doing business in Tennessee; 
but its assets were in gold. : 

5 ae HEPBURN. Where was it redeeming its notes at that 
me 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ido not know; but the notes would have 
been redeemed if presented to the bank, because the bank existed. 
Its assets were removed from Nashville, and it was kept up asa 
separate organization, and redeemed its notes at all times during 
the war and subsequent to the war—never failed to do so, . The 
assets of the bank were in the hands of honest men. 


I will read from 


Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker ` 
Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker— 
The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. DAL- 


ZELL] has the floor. Does he yield? 

Mr. DALZELL. I yield to the gentleman from Kansas. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, in addition to what has been said by 
the . from Pennsylvania [Mr. DaLZRLL], an examination 
of this report will show, I think, that the committee has treated 
this claim as though this applicant was a citizen of some other 
country. The citations here of international law might apply if 
this claimant was a citizen of Great Britain or France or Ger- 
bf but what application they have in this case I fail to appre- 

end. 


1 Mr. 3 of New Hampshire. The Confederates were bel- 
gerents. 

Mr. BLUE. Unless it be claimed that this applicant was not 
only a sympathizer with the cause of the South, but an actual 
resident of the South, and treating the South as a foreign country, 
I heartily approve of all that has been said by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. DALZELL], and if this bill is to be passed, it 
will be found to form a very dangerous precedent. 

Mr. DALZELL. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Cox]. 
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Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, if I catch that 


„this case is that 
of the wife of a husband who was disloyal to the Union. She bases 


her claim upon the idea that certain State-bank notes that were 
taken from her, and probably improperly taken (although I do not 
stop to inquire about that), were equivalent to gold. Part of those 
notes were notes of the State bank, or the banks of Tennessee, and 
it is asserted that those notes were equivalent to gold in 1868. 
Now, I undertake to say there was no State-bank note—I put it 
as strongly as I can—that there was no State-bank note redeema- 
ble in gold in 1863. 

Mr. BOATNER. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt 
him there? 

Mr. COX. I will, with pleasure. 

Mr. BOATNER. The redemption of Louisiana bank notes in 
gold was suspended during the war, by a military order of Gen- 
eral Butler. 

Mr. COX. When? 

Mr. BOATNER. It was soon after General Butler assumed 
command of the city of New Orleans, and from that time on, as 
long as that order was enforced, the notes were not redeemed in 
gold. Those notes, however, circulated at par, and the only rea- 
son why they were not redeemed and retired by the bank was 
because of the military order which prevented it. Those notes 
were redeemed after the war in gold coin of the United States, 
and never were below par since 1856. 

Mr. COX. Oh. well; I understand that. Here is the history and 
the truth of the thing. The State-bank notes of the State of Ten- 
nessee—and 1 talk about the State-bank notes, not about the 
various banks of the State—were bought up after the war atfrom 
15 to 25 cents on the dollar. Then the Supreme Court of the 
United States decided that they were receivable in payment of 
taxes, and they went to par. t 3 i 

Now, whatever may be my sympathy concerning a claim of this 
kind, I am not going to sit here and vote to appropriate cosine! for 
the payment of a claim for the seizure of State-bank notes of the 
State of Louisiana, upon a gold basis, when I know those notes 
were selling for not more than 25 to 50 cents on the dollar, 

Mr. BOATN ER. Does the gentleman say that Louisiana bank 
notes were ever sold at 15 to 20 cents on the dollar? 

Mr. COX. I submit you could not cash a Louisiana bank note, 
in 1868, for 30 cents on the dollar in gold. 

Mr. BOATNER. Do you know anybody that ever tried to do it? 

Mr. COX. Did you ever try to do it? 

Mr. BOATNER. No; I never did; but I know, if the gentle- 
man will allow me, that during the entire period of the war 
Louisiana bank notes, wherever they circulated throughout the 
country, adjacent to New Orleans, were considered and treated 
as at par with gold. They were better than greenbacks, because 
gresabacks were subject to a discount, while the bank notes were 
considered as good as gold, and were redeemed in gold after the 


War. 

Mr. COX. Oh, I know how they were retired. I understand 
that. 

Mr. BOATNER. If they ever were sold at a discount, I never 
heard of it. 

Mr. COX. But you and I know that there was not a Louisiana 
bank note nor a note of the State Bank of Tennessee that was 
redeemable in gold in 1863. You know it as well as I do. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I move to lay the bill under con- 
sideration on the table. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. S — 

The SPEAKER. Does the gen from Pennsylvania yield 
to the tleman from Texas? Š 
Mr. COOPER of Texas. I made the report upon this bill. 

Mr. DALZELL. How much time does the gentleman want? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Why, Mr. Speaker, would I not have 
the right to control the time? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman would have the right to con- 
trol the time if he had asked for it at the time the bill was pre- 


sented, but the gentleman did not do so. 
Mr. DALZE I yield to the gentleman from Texas five 
minu 


tes. 
Mr. COOPER of Texas. I sought all the opportunities I could 
to get the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was not aware of it. The Chair 
did not see anybody aog but the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. DALZELL I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas. The hour is near when we have to take a recess. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I dislike very much to be 
placed in the attitude of having to discuss this bill in five min- 
utes. I made the report on the vill, and am the introducer of the 
measure, and ought not to have my time controlled by another; 
but I will undertake to say in that five minutes what I think and 
know about this bill. 

This is the first time that the question has ever been raised as 
to the value of the property taken from this lady. This bill has 
been in a number of branches of the Government, judicial and 
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legislative. It was examined by a quasi judicial organization in 
1866, and the value of this property was not questioned. It was 
subsequently examined by the Court of Claims, and you will find 
from the report of the Court of Claims that they estimated the 
value of these bank notes at $5,000. In the Fiftieth Co 88 & 
favorable repor of the committee was made upon this bill, and it 
passed one branch. Thereafter, in a number of Congresses—I 
can not now recall the number—this bill has been before one 
branch or other of Congress, bas invariably passed one branch, and 
this is the first time the question was ever raised as to the value 
of the property or bank notes. 

Now, there are gentlemen upon this floor from Louisiana and 
from Tennessee who know the value of those notes at that time, 
and they state to you that their specie value was their face value. 

Mr. Speaker, I have not yet seen a more meritorious case pre- 
sented to the United States Co than this. The beneficiary 
was a woman devoted to the Union, who was hostile to secession 
and objected to the dissolution of the Union, and probably on this 
account was temporarily Separated from her husband, but went 
to him when wounded in battle and stayed with him until he 
died. She on a passport and under a flag of truce granted her by 
a Federal general was und ing to return to her home when 
she was arrested, her trunk opened, and this property taken there- 
from. She has been knocking at the doors here for many years, 
seeking relief at the hands of Congress, which tribunal alone can 
give her relief. 

She now resides in the State of New York, and she never 
resided in the South except for a brief period. Her declaration as 
to the value of the W taken is not disputed, nor has it been 
criticised by any bran the Government or any committee to 
which it has ever heretofore been referred, but now, for the first 
time, a question has been raised by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. DALZELL] that these notes were not of their specie 
value. Now, gentlemen of this Congress, have you any witness, 
have you any proof to the contrary? Are you willing to take his 
statement or the statement of the Court of Claims and of the sey- 
eral committees of Congress, of the several branches of Con, 
that have heretofore acted upon this measure, wherein they have 
virtually—incidentally, if not positively—passed upon the question 
that these notes are of the specie value named on their face? 

It is a case for you to determine. I havenointerestin the mat- 
ter. I do not even know the beneficiary in this bill. It was re- 
ferred to me a3 a member of the Committee on War Claims, and 
I made a most careful examination of the case and rted it to 
the committee, and the committee has twice since I have been 
upon it unanimously favorably reported this bill and recommended 
its e. These matters were discussed in the committee, and 
never before has the value of these notes been attacked. The bill 
originally provided for the payment of bonds given by the Con- 

ederate government, known as gold cotton bonds.” These bonds 
have been excluded from the bill, and we are only asking relief 
for the money—the notes of the Bank of Louisiana and of Ten- 
nessee—and the jewelry that she had in her trunk. 

Mr. COX. Will you pardon me one moment? Will the gen- 
tleman tell me 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Certainly, with pleasure, if I can. 

Mr. COX (continuing). What notes of the Bank of Tennessee 
are you talking about? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. It is declared by the Court of Claims 
to be State-bank notes, and the plural that was used, I think, meant 
the State Bank of Tennessee and the State Bank of Louisiana. 

Mr. COX. It was in 1863 they took the property. These bank 
notes in 1863 were selling for not more than 25 cents on the dollar, 

A MEMBER, Oh! 

Mr. COX. Iknow what I am talking about. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Has the Court of Claims passed upon 
this particular case? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. It has, and the court says this with 
respect to it: 
Claimant in her trunk for safe-kee in 
wiih bat bows vent ond 


Fab Louisiana and Temes 828 
oi an 
lection of jewelry worth $640. 


Mr. COOKE of Illinois, Did the Court of Claims fix the value 
of the thus taken from the lady? 

Moran P of Texas. They sta that it was taken from 

e lady. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. But did they by their order and 
decision fix the value of it? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. No. 

Mr. SWANSON. If. the lady had the notes of the State banks 
of Lonisiana and Tennessee now, she could get $5,000 for them, 
could she not? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. She could get $5,000 in gold for them, 
so I am informed. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Chairman, if, as the gentleman. states 
this is the first time that the value of these notes has been called 


. $5,000 in notes of the 
in gold, $15 in silver, and a col- 


1896. 
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in question, that issimply confirmatory of what weall understand 
to be the fact, that cases of this kind are put together very loosely 
and do not receive the careful consideration that they ought to 
receive. The one essential fact which the Court of Claims ought 
to have found in order to enter a judgment, if it had had author- 
ity to enter judgment, is the very fact which it omitted to find, 
to wit, the value of these State-bank notes. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Let me ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
a question? 

. DALZELL. Certainly. 

Mr. — eee were . at that time, were 
they 

Nr. DALZELL. 75 1863? Of course. 

Mr. Mc greenbacks had been taken, does the gen- 
tleman insist that it would uld be a legitimate part of the inquiry of 
the court to ascertain what the value of e was at that 


time? 

Mr. DALZELL. Most assuredly. 

Mr. McMILLIN. And that 3 of the case could be 
properly made only on that basis? 

Mr. DALZELL. Les, the value at the date of conversion is the 


test. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I think the gentleman confounds the reduc- 
tion in value of a commodity originally at par with the case of 
one that from worthlessness went up and ultimately came to be 
good. The State-bank notes of Tennessee were All those 
notes were redeemed, as has been stated by my colleague and 
others, and it has also been shown here by the i es dines of the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana that at the very time in question the State- 
bank notes of Louisiana were as good as gold and remained so, and 
that that money was only 5 from circulating by a mil- 
itary order, which was suppose, to prevent contracts be- 
ing made in di of the | en k currency. It strikes me, 
therefore, that the correct rule would be to determine what that 
1 would be „ 

r. DALZELL. Oh, no. The measure of damages is the value 
-at the time of conversion. Mr. Speaker, I move to lay the bill 
under consideration on the table. 
- The question being taken on the motion of Mr. DALZELL, there 
‘were—ayes 54, noes 45. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. No quorum, Mr. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask for tellers. 

The SPEAKER. The point of n A i being made, the 
‘Chair thinks the House must be coun 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I suggest that the gentleman from 
Texas withdraw the point of no quorum, and that, by unanimous 
consent, we now take arecess until 8 o’clock p. m. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, it is 8 evident that there 
is not a quorum here, and if the House takes now the recess that 
it would take under the rule a few minutes later, that will leave 
this question to be determined hereafter. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Yes; if the Ryobi from Texas withdraws 
Popotni of no quorum, the bill will go over until a week from 

ay. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Texas withdraw his 
point of no quorum? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I did not understand the suggestion 
that was made. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition is that the House now take a 
recess until 8 o’clock this nab leaving the question on the 
pending bill where it is at 

Mr. DINGLEY. The bi Lwil A the same right a week from 
to-day that it has now. 

Mr, COUPER of Texas. Then I understand the parliamentary 
situation would be that this bill could not come up until next 


tgs K 
— — EMBER. It could not come up again in any case until next 
y. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, in order to out of the com- 
plication, I suggest that the gentleman from Texas withdraw his 
point of no quorum with the agreement that the motion of the 
5 Pennsylvania to lay the bill on the table shall 
. Otherwise, if the gentleman from Texas with- 
Saws the point of no qu orum the vote already taken is a decision 
of the question. But he can withdraw his t with an agree- 
ment that the pending motion to lay the on the table shall 
remain undetermined. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Texas withdraw the 
point of no quorum? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Yes, sir 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman withdraws the point of no 
eon and unanimous consent is asked that the question upon 

e motion made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania to lay the 
bill on the table shall be still pending, unaffected by any vote that 
has been taken upon it. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


auth 


ces SPEAKER announced that Mr. Payne would act as Speaker 
peo : ares at the evening session; and the House then, on mo- 
on o 


DINGLEY (at 4 o'clock and 55 minutes p. m. J. took a 
recess until 8 o'clock p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The recess having expired, the House reassembled at 8 o’clock 
p. m., Mr. PAYNE in the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKE hoe tempore. The Clerk will read the second 
clanse of Rule 

The Clerk read as follows: 3 

The House shall on each Friday at 5 o'clock p. m. take a recess until 8 o'clock, 
at which evening session private pension bills for the removal of polit- 
ical disabilities, and bills removing — 1 — of desertion only shall be consid- 
ered; said evening session not to extend beyond 10-o’clock and 30 minutes. 

Mr. PICKLER. I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the consideration of business on the Pri- 
vate Calendar under the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. HEPBURN in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House isin Committee of the Whole 
for the consideration of business under clause 2 of Rule XXVI. 

The Clerk will report the first bill in order. 


URIAH ANDRICKS. 


The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill a R. 
1948) to grant a pension to Uriah Andricks, Fifty-fourth ois 
Volunteer Infantry, 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Ne ote is 88 
Andricks, late of Come 
per month, 


orized and on the 
and limitations of the piane on the —— Uriah 
pany H, Fifty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of 
oss of hearing and enlargement of the spleen. 


The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
lows: 

Strike out of seventh line the word “twenty-four” and insert in lieu thereof 
the word * fourteen,” and insert between the words late” and “of,” in line 
6, the word “ private.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have ther 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was 


The 8 on ely Se An — Le on 
1048) ing a pension riah nd Fifty-fourth Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry, subarit th the following repo: 

F771 u r e 
fourth Illinois Volunteers, and was muste: out Ma; rvice 
and disc’ are honorable. He was pensioned andere 225 of July 14, 1862, for 
ater gener of spleen. a of service o A at $2 per month. This 

increased under act of June 27, to$i2 per month. He was 
ped March 25, 1805, and a reissue made to him under act of March 2, 1895, 


ort read. 
, as follows: 


88 the pill (H. R. 


r month. 
. iol have examined a vast mass of testimony of 88 and 
neighbors which was filed in the case, other bmitted to 
the committee. last a medical board shoes him disabled 


shows that he is in 
bor. esses are own by letters received by 
the Pension Office to be credible. There is no 3 in the minds of the com - 
ori Indeed, the Pension Bureau 


soldier dro him, thus reversing 8 finding and on 
the Snes, There no doubt in the minds of the ie but that 
mon 


the eral law this claimant is entitled to $14 
Wo re 


recommend, therefore, the — of the with an amendment strik- 


ing out of seventh line the word “twenty-four” and inserting in lien thereof 
the word fourteen," and inserting between the words “late” and “of,” in 
line 6, the word private.“ 


Mr. ERDMAN. I should like the gentleman in of this 
bill to answer a question or two, if he can. What was reason 
assigned for the reissue in the case of this soldier at the rate of 
only $6 a month instead of $12, which he had been receiving? 

Mr. WOOD. That is a question which I am unable to answer. 
That is one of those things which sometimes occur of which it is 
impossible to find out the reason. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Has this soldier made application at the Bureau 
for an increase? 

Mr. WOOD. I think not. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Is there any reason why an increase should 
not be allowed him by the Bureau? 

Mr. WOOD. I know of no reason except the fact that this pen- 
sion, having been raised to $12 a month, was then on antes a 
tion, to ‘‘ purge 5 ion roll,” reduced to $6 a month. 
that action was in the face of the testimony on file. I 3 — 
thesoldier, to my recollection, until recently. and it does not 
any medical testimony to show that he is totally incapacita 
manual labor; his appearance indicates that. There are ee 
ous affidavits, medical and otherwise, and a large amount of 82 
mony showing, I think conclusively, that this man ought to 
pensioned at 811 a month. 


116 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


DECEMBER 11, 


Mr. ERDMAN. I should like the gentleman to give us some 
reason why by special bill we ought to Eve this soldier an increase 
of pension. It does not appear from the report why the Bureau 
would not t the increase if application were made. Wh 
should application be made to this House as long as there is aro: 
open bea the Pension Bareau? 

Mr. WOOD. The Bureau having reduced this pon from $12 
to $6, it would be an idle thing to appeal to the Bureau 1 
an increase to 814. I think it would be entirely idle for sol- 
dier to make application to the Pension Office either for a restora- 
tion of his former pension or for an increase. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Have you not found that the Bureau, on appli- 
cation for increase, has repeatedly increased pensions? 

Mr. WOOD. I have found many more instances where they 
have refused to do so; and in this case they have practically 
refused by cutting down the pension of the soldier, 

Mr. ERDMAN. But the reason is not stated why they have 
cut it down. I should like to get at the inside of this case; but it 
seems impossible to do so. 

The gina being taken, the amendments reported by the 
commi were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 

GRAY’S BATTALION OF ARKANSAS VOLUNTEERS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1061) granting pension to Gray’s Battalion of Arkansas Volunteers. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the bill, but was interrupted b 


Mr. PIC , who said: Mr. Chairman, I believe that bill is 
not in order now. It is a general bill. 
Mr. TERRY. Mr. Chairman 


The CHAIRMAN. Isa point of order made against the bill? 

Mr. TERRY. I desire to state 

Mr. PICKLER. I reserve a point of order. 

Mr. TERRY. I wish to state that this bill was introduced by 
my coll e, General NEILL, who is unavoidably absent this 
evening. understand that at the last session there was some 
p made against the bill. General NETLL has been looking 

to the authorities on the question, and I ask that the bill be 

over without prejudice until he can have an opportunity 
be heard. 

Mr. PICKLER. No objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. At the last session this bill, as the Chair is 
informed, was held to be a public bill, and not within the order of 
business under which we are now operating. But the Chair will 
submit the request of the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. TERRY]. 

Mr. TERRY. I believe, Mr. Chairman, a point was e 
against the bill, but Ido not think it was finally ruled upon. Gen- 
eral NEILL wanted to be heard upon it, and has some anthorities 
which he wishes to present. I therefore desire that the bill be 


over without prejudice, in order to give my colleague a 
8 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Arkansas asks unani- 


mous consent that this bill may be ae over without losing its 
place until next 8 evening. there be no objection, that 
order will be made. e Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 


EMELINE FILGATE, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1631) 
granting a pension to Emeline Filgate. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject. to the provi- 
sions and limitations of the pension 8 1e name of Emeline Filgate, widow 
of James Filgate, late of Company G, Sixth United States Infantry, at the 
rate of $12 per month. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor- 


able recommendation, 
JAMES L. WING. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8481) granting a pension to James L. Wing. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to piace on the pension roll, at the rate of $30 per 
onth, James L. Wing, of Mount Vernon, Ohio, late private Company G, 
Forty-third ent Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
SEC. 2. That act shall take effect on its passage. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report in that case. 
The report (by Mr. Kerr) was read, as follows; 


The Committee on Invalid 8 whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
$481) granting a pension to James L. Wing, submit the following report: 


The soldier, James L. Wing, was a private in Company G, Forty-third 
Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. enlisted November 25, 1861, and was 
honorably discharged October 21, 1862 


r 21. 5 
He is now drawing a pension of $12 per month for hernia and heart disease, 
both of which are accepted as of Pipeta origin. His claim upon the oan 
of deafness 


di was ni by the Pension Office as of service ori; an 
aim disall 3 
Phe Mansilel Ohio. p nsion medical board examined soldier and rated his 
disability as sixteen-eighteenths on inguinal hernia, varicocele, and 


pagers esiri heart. Upon this examination and rating he was allowed $13 

On May 20, 1891, the same medical board examined soldier and found the 
follo disabilities and gave him the followin rating: * Hernia, eight- 
anions : disease of the heart, four-eighteenths, and -thirtieths total 


leaf ness of left ear.” 

There is no quashon e A the disabilities for which pension was 

ted, only t it seems to the committee that upon a disability amount- 

g to sixteen-eighteenths and of service o a higher rate than $i2a month 
should have been allowed. The evidence shows that from these disabilities 
alone he is wholly disabled from doing manual labor. 

The real question, howeyer, relates to the deafness, which was rejected by 
the Pension Bureau. The evidence upon that point is very „and seems 
almost conclusive. vpn what ground the pension officer rejected this claim 
is not easily seen. © witnesses are c: ble, and are certainly definite 
enough in their statements that their evidence should be taken as establish- 
ng 5 5 790 evid this point, and ther wit- 

special e er evidence upon point, and among other 
ed ‘Wing's, who testified in 


on, Miss. 
ter having 


he 
and said that that was not the trouble, Put that it was due to 
firing. After that I noticed that he was hard of hearing.” 

The witness gives much more evidence on this line showing that soldier 
continued deaf until he left the service. 

In the same examination John M. trong, a comrade who was with 
soldier 14 the time he incurred his alleged disability, gives substantially the 
same evidence. 

Other witnesses testify that when soldier went into the Army his hearing 
was perfect, and that they saw him immediately upon his return from the 
war and that he was then deaf and has continued so to the time the affida- 


vits were executed. 
Ohio, a comrade, says that he noticed sol- 


John M. Hall, of Mount Vern: 
dier's deafness soon after his disc . 

On the whole, the committee has no doubt but that soldier contracted his 
deafness during his service. 

Under the general law for total deafness of one ear and slight deafness of 
the other the rate is $20 per month, and for total deafness of one ear and 
severe deafness of the other the rate is $25 per month. 

There can be no doubt but that with this disabihty accepted as of service 
oien and added to the service disabilities accepted 2 the Pension Bureau, 
the 80 — to have the full rate for inability to do manual labor. 

The commi recommend that section 2 be stricken out, and as amended 
the bill do pass. 

to 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed 
and the bill as amended laid aside to be reported to the House with 
a favorable recommendation. 


ADELAIDE MORRIS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 757) 
granting an increase of pension to Adelaide Morris, 
The bill was read, as follows: i 


and limitations of the pe el 

the late Arthur Morris, 5 i ay of the Fourth United States Artil- 
Mergi at the rate of $50 per month, which rate of $50 per month shall be in lieu 
of the pension she is now receiving. 


Mr. ERDMAN, Iask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. MILES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 757) 
ting an increase of pension to Adelaide Morris, adopt the accompanying 
Senate report (No. athe their own, and y recommend the passage 
of the bill with the follo: amendment: 
In line 8 strike out fifty and insert in lieu thereof twenty-five.” 


[Senate Report No. 92, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8.757) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to Adelaide Morris, have examined the same and 


report: 
RS bill passed the Senate at the last session of Congress making au increase 
in the pension of claimant, but it failed to be acted upon in the House of Re 
resentatives. A reexamination of the military record of Captain Mo: 
reveals the fact that it was one of extraordinary merit, full of hardships and 


e re. 
The former report was as follows: 


STATEMENT IN RELATION TO SERVICES OF THE LATE ARTHUR MORRIS, 
MAJOR FOURTH ARTILLERY, UNITED STATES ARMY. 


At the battle of Antietam, September 17, 1802. Lieutenant Morris's bat 
was so hotly engaged that its captain ( was killed and half its men were 
sacrificed. Lieutenant Morris distinguished himself greatly in this action. 
The battery was saved by his bravery, and he was rewarded for his gallantry 
by receiving the brevet rank of captain before he was 19 years of age. 

In the action at Charlestown, Va., Lieutenant Morris volunteered for the 
occasion, In this engagement Lieutenant Morris narrowly escaped with his 
life, being struck by a spent ball, the mark of which he carried to his grave. He 
was personally congra ted on the field of battle for his bravery by Gen- 
eral cock, who was in command. 

From November, 1863, to August, Le tate Morris was on staff duty 
at Fort McHenry, Baltimore, d. In 1865-1867 he was on duty at the follow- 
ing posia: Fort Brown, Tex.; Reynolds Barracks, Was. n, D. C.; Fo 
ashington, 8 McHenry, Baltimore, Md., and in on recruiting 
ew Yor a 
e was transferred to Fort Riley, Kans. While 
there he was sent with Light Battery B, Fourth Artillery, serving as cavalry, 
on — — E River Indian campaign, and was on scouting duty all the sum - 
mer 870. 

From Fort Riley Lieutenant Morris was again ordered to Fort McHenry, 
Md.. and remained there from 1871 to 1872. From May, 1872, to June, 
Lieutenant Morris served at the Artillery School at Fort Monroe, Va. 

In June, 1873, he was transferred to the Pacific Coast, and was stationed 
successively at Alcatraz Island, Black Point (San Francisco Harbor), Fort 
Canby, Oreg.; Sitka, Alaska; again at Fort Canby, Oreg., and again at Alca- 


duty in 
In 1 


1896. - 


t iff t ‘hile on the Pacific Coast, Captain 
Besides serving at these differen E todo cam in 5 5 tor of i 
and in the Nez Percés campaign in k e latter cam e was 
engaged in the battle of the Clearwater, Idaho, July 11 and 12, under Gen. O. O7 
Howard. In the reports of this battle made by General Howard Captain 


At that time no brevets were allowed for Indian service, but May 2, 189 
after the act allowing such brevets was passed, General oward includ 


inst the hostile Nez Percés Indians during the battle of the Clearwater, 
Hah 0, J a and 12, 1877, particularly the charge, I recommend the 
vet of major.” 

During Captain Morris’s service on the Pacific Coast he was one of the 
many officers who suffered severely from the great depreciation in currency, 
the officers receiving their monthly pay from the Government in mbacks 
when everything at that time was on a gold basis throughout ornia. 

Lieutenant Morris received his promotion as captain, Fourth United States 
Artillery, on January 10, 1877, while stationed at Sitka, Alaska. 

When his ment was ordered East, in 1881. Captain Morris was first sta- 
tioned at Fort Warren, Mass., where he remained until September, 1882. He 
was then ordered to Fort Adams, Newport, R. I., and there until 
his retirement, October 5, 1887. 

Major Morris was attacked with rheumatism while in active service as first 
lieutenant. and suffered from it during the remainder of his life. His ons 
cians attributed to it the disease from which he died, September 26, 1 

From the time of his retirement, October 5, 1887, to the time of his death, 
or Morris was continuously ill and under very heavy 

illness, and he was unable to do anything for the 


disease having shows itself while Major Morris 


to faithful, arduous, and meritorious service to his country. 
Major Morris was a member of the military order of the e fs 

the United States, and after his death that organization him a high 

tribute at a meeting held in New York City December 15, from which 


ed: 
was appointed aid-de-camp on the staff of his father 
eadquarters of General Morris, then commanding the 


ris for major, which was confirmed by 8 but the commission was not 
issued until after his engagement in the Nez Percéscampaign. He alsoserved 


puppes giving brevet rank for war services before action was taken. 
Major Morris came of mili 

risania, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. commanded the West- 
chester Militia in 1776 in the war of the Revolution. His Se yor ey William 


hi 
soldier, being over 6 feet in height and of commanding presence, and while 


recovery had p 

vings, no regrets, he has been ushered into the fathomless, unknown 
woe 5 corres by honesty of purpose to meet the reward of a gentleman 
and soldier. 

ax eg Maha ue of his Revolutionary descent Major Morris was a member of the 
New York branch of the Order of the Cincinnati. He was also a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, Lafayette Post, 140, and the Military Service 
Institution of New York.” 

Major Morris especially distinguished himself in the pone of Yorktown, 
from April 12 to May 4, 1982, and the battles of Fairoaks, Va., 31 and June 
1, 1862; Peach Orchard and Savage Station, Va., June 1, 1862; Glendale and 
White Oak Swamp, Virginia, June 30, 1862; Antietam, Md., September 16 and 
17, 1862; Charlestown, Va., October 16, 1862, and Fredericksburg, Va., Decem- 
ber 11 to 15, 1862. He also ticipated in the battles of Williamsburg, Mal 
vern Hill, and Second Bull Run. 


During the adag or the report, 

Mr. TALBERT. . Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
the further reading of the report be dispensed with. This seems 
to be a meritorious bill, and one that ought to be 

Mr. ERDMAN. No; I object to that. There is some very in- 
teresting matter later on that I think we ought to have. 

ow erk resumed and concluded the reading of the report as 
above. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I desired to have this lengthy 
report read and spread upon the records of this House for the 
reason that we have discovered, apparently, a new cause of pen- 
sion. This will be apparent when you have passed this bill. It 
is contained in the third paragraph on the second page of the 
report, and reads as follows: 

During Captain Morris's service on the Pacific Coast he was one of the 
many officers who suffered severely from the t depreciation in — — 


the officers receiving their monthly pay from the Government in green 
when everything at that time was on a gold basis throughout ‘ornia. 
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It seems that we have now attacked the financial question in 

our pension legislation, and a distinct new class of pensioners is 
rovided for. Here we are granting a pension because of the 
epreciation of the currency. : 


tis possible that we are thus preparing the way when the 16 i 


to 1 comes to be in a position to pension all of the people that 
suffer from that cause. 
Mr. PICKLER. My colleague [Mr. MILES] in preparing this 
rt simply followed the Senate report. 
hope, however, that some new cause of pensions will be dis- 
covered to satisfy the gentleman from Pennsylvania and induce 
him to vote for some of these bills. 
The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JANE CHRISTIAN MARYE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5902) granting a pension to Jane Christian Marge. 

The bill was read, as follows: : 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pas the name of Jane Christian Marge, only 
child and heir of W. 8. Jett, late a soldier of the Revolutionary war, on the pen- 
sion roll as a dependent daughter, to be paid a pension at the rate of $0 per 


month; also that the said Jane Christian Marge shall, in consequence of 


passage of this act, be entitled to have and receive back Bey, and allowances, 
subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 

The Committee on Pensions recommend the adoption of the 
following amendment: > 

ge the spelling of claimant’s surname to Marye,“ and 

strike out the words ‘‘and heir,” in line 5; strike out the word 
„thirty,“ in line 7, and substitute therefor the word “ twelve;” 
strike out all after the word month,“ in line 8. Also amend the 
title of the bill. * 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


IRA HARRIS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
519) granting a pension to Ira Harris. 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee take 
up Senate bill No. 2711, to be found on page 64 of the Calendar, it 
being the same as the House bill, and put it upon its passage. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Ira a 


lieutenant- commander of the Navy, an 1 5 him a pension at the rate of 
per month on and after the passage of this act. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report in that case read. 

The report (by Mr. THomMAs) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2711) 

ting a pension of $3) per month to Ira Harris, late lieutenant- commander, 
nited States Navy, respectfully report that on March 16, 1896, it reported 
House bill 519 for same benefi “at $30 per month, couched in substantially 
the same language as Senate bill 2711. 

Your committee therefore favorably Wy gis this bill ne. 2711), with the 
recommendation that same be substitu for House 519 when same is 
reached, and passed. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor- 
able recommendation. 8 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the House bill of the 
same title will lie on the table. Is there objection? 

Mr. ERDMAN. I desire to know what the status of this bill is. 
There was a substitution in the Senate of their bill for ours and 
in the House there is a substitution of our bill for theirs. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the Chair understands it, the committee 
has substituted the Senate bill, and the Chair was submitting to 
the House the question whether or no the House bill should lie 
upon the table. If there is no objection, that order will be made. 

ere was no objection. 


FREDERICK A. DRISCOL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4655) granting a pension to Frederick A. Driscol. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pansion roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Frederick A. Driscol, of 
Denver, Colo., late e Company E, Twelfth 7 Rhode Island 
Volunteer Infantry, Company I, Ninth Regiment Rhode Island Volun- 
teer Infantry. for a pension at the rate of $12 a month from and after the 
passage of this act. 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is on laying aside this bill 
with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 

The report (by Mr. ANDREWS) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensi to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 


4655) granting a pension to Frederick A. Driscol, having considered the same, 
enlisted May 28. 1862, and was honorably discharged 


"Frederick A Driscol 
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teraber 2, 1862; reenlisted Septembe: 1 d h bly discharged 
a ber 18, T N 


1863, 
R 1891, and also 5 1895, he applied for pension 
under act of June 27, 1890. 
The examination made by the ct ale 8 ad Bley bon Colo., 


t alleges t his ra of exe e was incurred at Fredericksburg, 
Va., and that heen cuffered with aj per inca no ir 88 inflammation of respiratory 
organs, cough and ulceration rheumatism, and heart diseass con- 
tracted in service, and with kidney disease and affection of ears contracted 
since service, but at this late date ex unable to satisfactorily establish his claim 
of service z and that ho is totally unfitted for manual labor, and is wholly 
8 upon his own labor for the: support of himself and family. 
e onia ** pede A 9 to 27, when he was 
„D. C. Hewas absent 


May 
phy ‘of heart, chronic bronchitis, d efective vision of one eye, and chronic 
haryngitis. Disabilities permanent, and thinks him incapa le of perform. 


manual la 
5 i K. Worthington testified, same yet 
bismus of left 


h: a and be hast 3 ; he has also chronic pharyngitis, 
not d vicious habits. A ties permanent, in character, rendering 


claimant unable to carn a support 
Ph N to strabismus of left eye, by which he 


Dr. an eye 
can count 3 ae Pye od held little to one side. 

Dr. ble citizen, certifies he has known Frederick 
A. Driscol for . — seks or twenty-six years, and in his opinion disabili- 
ties are the result of army service. He is blind in left eee one led with 
rheumatism. Thinks, as a professional man, having icine for 


ver fort on eas that — a entitled to pension. 
* Frank Church, ä Colo e certifies he has known 
— —.— Over a 3 


sacred pal Age him entitled to pension. 
He a blind in one eye and {crippled th os Sanat — 

D. C. Packard certifies he has been a neighbor for twelve years, and knows 
he is unfit to wig pa 

John F. Barber, W. W. „Richey, and W. A. A. McGrew, all prom 
uiable cliizens af Denver, Qolo. certify that Driscol fe blind Mm one 6 
a sufferer from chronic ‘rheumatism and piles, and believe he 


pensioned. 
Soen of the facts presented, your committee recommend the passage of 
e 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall this bill be laid aside 
with a favorable ee tion? 

Mr, PICKLER. Chairman, I move to amend by striking 
W of line 6 the Herh “of p: Colo.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PICKLER. And in line 10 I move to amend by striking 

2 5 all after the word ‘‘ month.” 
e CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 10, en ont. oer ee word “month,” the words “from and after 
the © passage of this 

The 3 was agreed to 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid „ 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


LAURETTA s. PRINCE. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


2620) to the name of Lauretta S. Prince on the pension roll. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
erte and Oircoted to piace on the pension Toll: at 450 yor month, Gm 
name of Aur 3 a private in 


name of Lauretta S. Prince, daughter 
Company D, One hundredand forty-third Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendment: 
In line 5, before the word “daughter,” insert the word “dependent.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have Sno repari, Mr. Chairman. 
The report (by Mr. KERR) was , as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid T bill (H. R. 
F on the pension roll, submit the 
This is to give a pension to Lauretta 8. oh Gen oe dent daugh- 
ter of Henry ce, late a private in Com — and forty- 
third Re: t Ohio Volunteers. 7 ps wag was ted a pension of $12 
per month, and drew same until his prenved a pen in 1894. The 
widow was granted a on. She died in 1805" 
The und upon this bill rests is the dependent and helpless comli- 
ga — we 16 daught ht. She 15 is an epileptic and wholly incapable of taking 
uring the 0 o and unfit for any labor or em- 
play: 8 ee which to maintain 
ttacks are very serra many as four, five, and moreina day. 
Her condition attendance and care en others, and it seems that 
she comes within spirit of law 


erg e E ndents. She has no prop- 
=. erty or income, and is a proper subject ion as the committee con 
ves. 
8 70 N 3 recommends the passage of the bill with the fol- 
amendment. viz 


e 5, L. before the word “daughter,” insert the word “ dependent.” 
Ir. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill be amended 
by ng J, out the word “twenty” and inserting the word 
“ei 5 2 ter 
e Clerk will report the amendment. 


The Chek ro read e : 
In line 4 strike out the word “twenty and insert the word eight.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. It is proposed in this bill to give a daughter 
more than the father, who was a soldier, received, and more than 
the mother, who was the widow of a soldier, received. Now, at 


this late day, — is proposed that the daughter shall have as much 
as both of ut baie 
Mr. McCLEL She comes from Ohio, though. 


Mr. PICKLER. “Tf the 8 will allow me, I will suggest 
that there is no precedent $8 a month. All dependent daugh- 
ters 1 a month if they are pensioned at all. 

MBER. Or twenty. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question ison the amendment striking 
out! twenty“ and inserting eight.“ 

The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment pro- 
posed by the committee. 

Mr. TAYLER. There is an error in the middle initial of this 
beneficiary’s name in the bill. I move an amendment, in the 
13 of the bill and also in the title, that the name read Loretta 

ince.“ 

Mr. PICKLER. Since the gentleman is amending the title, I 
will suggest that it be amended by striking out the words to 

place the name of Loretta S. Prince on the m roll” and insert 

the gti sf aga ion to Loretta L. Prince.” 
CHAIRMAN t motion is not in order now. The 

question is on agreeing to the amendment proposed by the com- 


zoe 5 . by the committee was agreed to. 
he question now is upon the amendment 
proposed 41 the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. TAYLER], which the 
Jerk will report. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In the body ccc Heu Of the wrongs: Lo- 
retta & Prince "the words Loretta L. Prince. 


Mr. PICKLER. Now I move to o strike out the words “to place 
the name of Loretta S. Prince on the pension roll” and insert the 
words “ granting a pension to Loretta L. Prince.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out the words to place the name of Loretta pred jail sai pee S pee 
0 granting a pension to Loretta L. Prince.” 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. TAYLER as amended was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


ELIZA A. FOSS. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


8499 pension to Eliza A. Foss. 
Thi till wernt ah as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the 
authorized and oso pena ae on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension the name of Eliza A. Foss, of Manchester, 
N. 5 e Be Henry. P TT 
lery V teers, and pay her a pension of $12 per 
—— 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 
The report (by Mr. SuLLoway) was read, as follows: 


eee abina . basen ht ad 
6 Eliza A. Foss, having fully considered 
facts In the case, respectful 8 725 


ully report: 

Henry T. Foss enlisted ‘August 16. 1864, in Were 
shire Heavy Artillery, and was honorably disc ry une 15, 1865. He was 
married to the claimant Jul 8 — 7 — and 27. 1874. 

The be: named in hied applicati for pension, alleging the 
death cause to have been contracted in the service, and the claim was 
approved for admission. The medical referee, however, failed to find ‘the 

~ sequence,” and therefore rejected the same. 

The ostensible cause of the soldier's death was cancer. The h 
records show that he was treated for malarial poisoning, 
and jaundice while in the service, and three comrades depose 
effect. Several persons who knew the soldier ten to twenty years before the 
war testify as to his 5 robust œ ba th mee rel ads soundness, and 
continuance is full a tablished from 

The medical evidence shows that on account of & man’s diseased condi- 
tion he fell an easy prey to the inroads made by the cancer, and is to the 
effect that the same was thereby. It further indicates that death 
would soon have ensued from his service disabilities in any event. 


Interior be, and is hereby, 


C, First New Hamp- 


The widow is 60 years of „has no property or —s except a pension 
of oes she receives under the act of June 27, 1800, is wholly unable to 
earn a support, and in every way a worthy woman. 


The effect rt the as is to 2 her e $t per month, and your com- 
mittee recommend its passage with the ollowing amendment: 
In line 6 strike out the words “of Manchester, 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 


1896. 
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The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


JOSEPH PORTER. 


The next business a the 2 Calendar was the bill (S. 1945) 
nting a on to Joseph Po 
ae 9 
Mr. HAGER. Mr. Chairman, Bigs Anp first session of this 


a bill was in favor of Porter and was 
e President. I therefore ask that that bill lie on the table. 
he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa moves that this 
bill be to the House with the recommendation that it do 
lie on the table. 


The motion was agreed to. 
ADAM DENNIS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4744) to increase the pension or Adam Dennis. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, 

authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll, subject to the 
sions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Adam of ns 
Choice, Bedford County, Pa., late a soldier in Company G, Seventy-ninth Beri 
ment Pennsylvania Vo! unteer Infantry, and that he receive a pension of 
per month in lien of that which he now receives. 


Mr. HARDY. Let us have the report read in that case. 
ie report (by Mr. ERDMAN) is as follows: 


e Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

4 t increase the pension of Adam Dennis, after duly e esame, 
y report as follows 

Adam Dennis —— * on the Ist ty October 

Company G, Seventy-ninth en Pennsylvania via pri Infantry. On 

the 8th of October. 82 “yp the 


OTe wound in “ at 
1863, received a 8 wound in his left leg, about 5 or 6 in: 
knee. From the effect of these wounds his leg was amputated, 
draws — of $30 per month for loss of leg below the knee. 
The am was ma / le ina burried and careless manner, and the fibula 
bone is cite inches shorter than the tibia, and both bones protrude, with not 
sufficient flaps to cover Sn and for many years the oner has not been 
able to use a Ap iner Sate ani postion of the e, and when he does 
use the Yimb be is cated grent suffering by reason 
tus hi Jeet hat bie ent ald îs partial paralyzed from the effects of the 
n e y e 0 
and the attendant suffering. The eber received is but for the loss 
of leg below the knee, and the severe wound in the is 
const ting. This 


him, 

his limb, co in consideration of his extreme suffering, would be but a 
r consideration, ins manea to the wounds referred to, the pensioner 

‘ers severe], ape encase intheArmy. This 


nasal catarrh, w. 
‘ects — bronchial tubes an 

rent. that 
the proper 


“Statement of injuries of cine 1 3 G, Seventy-ninth 8 


“My injuries sre as follows: ee, eee in left hoes stiffening and 
the hip joint; left off 5inches below the Doae pras Ik 
—- a Fong A the tibia, ith both bones reine, no flaps to cover 
Sec o 8 it et egy to so gle mor — ost of = ‘ane fedora 
=m 8 — my life. ole do partially af those 
— iba Bom tarrh, contracted in the Army, — now affects 
Dranchlal ie ei ener Heart cause. 


also affected; can't sy eae what 
“AD D 18. 
. G, Seventy-Ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
“BEDFORD acd slike ag 
a . 


rsonaliy appeared before me; a jus duly chink according to law, doth 


Say that the above og ope is true 
subscribed this 20th da of January, A. D. 1896. 


Shes 5 1 so in e all the facts D this case, 9 erg na 
— e of Adam De creased from r mon 
3 the sum of $0 per month, which your — — delt — 
is Ju justly entitled to, EAA therefore recommend that the bill do pass. 
During the reading of the report, 
Mr. HARDY. I Bk that the Clerk s nd thefurther 


depose 


Sworn an 


of the I think the man ought to roberta Seber 
The was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 


LYDIA CHAPMAN. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4608) granting a pension to Lydia Chapman. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


5 ö e eee ee ee is, 
authorized and directed to — — on the 5 roll. emg med ons 
and limitations of the pension law, the ＋ of Lydia pman, n mother of 
Samuel J man, late an employee in the "s Department, 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on 8 Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 


4608) to 3 . submit the following report: 
Samuel J. Ghispimaa was them e minor son of the claimant. He was steersman 
on board the transport steamer B. M. Runyon, which was impressed by the 


8 s Department, United States Army, for ae 
and stores on ver, in uy, 1864 t was 
and sunk about 100 miles above Vicksburg, July 21, 1864.2 aad Samuel 
J. pman drowned. 
His mother was, at the time of his doa, e pE mraze upon him for support. 
She is a widow now, nearly 90 years of age, an 
a life estate in an old house in 


it has not had a tenant. She is dependent upon a Leeb le unmarried 
ughter, who supports herself and m b 

The abo ve appear from letters of the uditor of the Treas forthe 

War Department and the n United States Army: a 


phe given to 7 2 subcommittee. 

The Commissioner of Pensions properly n rejected claimant's claim for 
sion as dependent mother under e ground that there was no 
= 1 not having been in the military or naval service of tho 

= ji 

Your committee believe that under the circumstances the deceased lost 
his life in the service of his country. Transports, whether chartered or 


impressed, were under 8 They went, and were obliged to go 
no the enemy's count: The claimant isneedy; she was dependent on t! 
son for support; he lost life wao at important work in the interest of 


his Government in time of war; she justly is entitled to the bounty of the 
Government durin; nee brief period of her remaining life. 

Tone adding to — es press scree 225 the nro 0 Tes ates amend- 
men e end 0 “a r month,” and also by inserting 
before the wort “mother,” in sixth line, the werd dependent.“ 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 


ments hae U ong by the committee. 
Mr. Chairman, would the gentleman who made 


this a answer this: Are steersmen on board of transport 
steamers included in the general bill which the House 

ae n I do not know. I think not. [Cries o “Vote!” 
s ote!” s 

The amendments recommended by the committee wereagreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


ELIZA J. HOLMAN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6378) for the relief of Eliza J. Holman. 


The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc.. Toss 3 of the Interior be. and he here 
authorized and direc ee nsion 7 the name of Elica ay. 


Holman, widow of directed to, 1. 5 Holman, 
Charles Pettigrew’s Company, commanded by Gols. El C. H. 
Albert Forohr, Indian war. and pay ber a pension at the rate of $12 per month. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was read, as 
follows: 


In line 8, strike out the word“ twelve ” and insert the word “eight;” so as 
to read “at the rate of $ per month.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 
J. J, DAVIS. 
758 — next business on the Private Calendar was tbe bill (H. R. 
ee t a pension to J. J. Davis. 
was read, as follows: 


Pip it enacted, etc., That the 
authorized and directed to place upon the 
in Roberts's 


late a in 
F States and MALISA, and to iow tte sald, J. Deve a 
pension rated at $12 a mon 


The amendment recommended by the committee was read, as 
follows: 


In line 7, strike out the word “twelve and insert the word eight;“ so as 
to read. à pension rated at $$ a month. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 
MARY W. KEEFFE. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 905) 


gran a pension to W. Keeffe. 
5 as follows: 


of the Interior be, and is hereby, 
1 the name of J. J. Da 


eeft > im 
Joseph Keeffe, late captain, Fourth Infan N 8 Mow ot 
iw receiving. 


per month, in lieu of ‘the pension she 
Mr. ERDMAN. . Let us have the penal Mr. Chairman. 
The report (by Mr. ANDREWS) was read, as follows: 
ine Aa Committee on Invalid whom was referred the bill (S. 


Pensions, to 

granting Sp acre to Mary W. Keeffe, having examined the same. 
ir own the Senate report, and recommend the passage of the bill. 
[Senate Report No. 139, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. ae granting 

a pna to Mary W. Keeffe, have examined the same, and re 

F is the widow of ae soe Keeffe, late a ‘captain it in the United 
died in Boise City, Idaho, Decembe r 4, 1891, where his 


tment, he enlisted as a 3 December 
il October 30, 1862. He was pres 


Sd | 


second lieutenant, Second reins eee 5 ne eg) Fifth 
Artillery, October 22, 1862; siig Fia tenant, Fif uly 28, 1000; 
transferred to Fourth Infantry, May — 1875: enue 8 Infantry, F 


ruary 4, 1882; brevet first lieutenant, November 29,1863, for gallant cad 
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meritorious services during the defense of Fort Sanders, Tenn., and captain, 
September a 1864, for gallant and meritorious services in the battle of Fish- 
ers Hill, Vi He participated actively in nineteen battles during the 


Are sus of his Caent he 85 vf tone property, excepi 3 
being only sufficient to mee è y a ow 
with six children, 0 two oldest ha died since the death of their father, 
and as they contributed largely to the support of their mother and her 
smaller children, their death has left them in needy circumstances, and 
claimant's only income now is a pension of $20 per month, and inp month 
for one of the yo r children, which falls far short of being ent for a 
comfortable support and the maintenance of those dependent upon her. 

The long, active, efficient, and uninterrupted service of the soldier should, 
in the opinion of your committee, be taken into consideration, w. to- 
gether with the narrow circumstances of his widow and the dependent 
members of her family, entitle her to the relief provided in this Pill. and 
therefore its passage is recommended. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I move that instead of the 
word “thirty” there be inserted the word ‘‘ twenty-five.” She 
will then receive $5 more than the widow of every other captain 
in the service. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In line g strike out the word “ thirty“ and insert the word “ twenty-five.” 


Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out ‘‘ twenty-five” 
and insert twenty.“ I see no reason why there should be this 
change from the e to which it belongs. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kansas to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out “twenty-five” and insert twenty; “ so as to read “at the rate 
of $20 per month.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The 

ntleman from Kansas to 

ennsylvania. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


uestion is on the amendment of the 
e amendment of the gentleman from 


EMILY ELLIOTT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5855) granting a pension to Emily Elliot. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place the name of Emily Elliot, the 5 y 
“` helpless daughter of Joseph Elliot, late quarter gunner, United States Navy, 
in the Florida war; late private Company E, First ent Volunteers, 
the Mexican war, aud late private Company B, Second Regiment Maryland 
Infantry Volunteers, in the war of the re on, at the rate of $12 per month, 
subject to the limitations and provisions of the pension laws. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. PICKLER. Oh, no; you do not want the Hb on that. 
The report (by Mr. MCCLELLAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5855) ting a pension to Emily ott, ng fea atl helpless daughter of 
85 Elliott, late quarter gunner, United States Navy, in the Florida war; 
private Company E, First ment Voltigeur@in the Mexican war, and late 
private Company B, Second land Cavalry Volunteers, in the war of the 
rebellion, having carefully examined and considered the facts presented, 
respectfully report as follows: 

Joseph Elliott served in the Florida ex: 


tion during the years 1841 and 
1842, having been taken 5 the rolls of i 


e United States receiving ship 


Pennsylvania cone hag) 1 | as quarter gunner, with $98.24 due from Pay- 
master MeLaug ot the Florida e tion, and his account was made up 
to August 22, 1 when he was paid off and discharged 


as Joseph ott April 10, 1847, at Baltimore, Mä., for the 
war with Mexico, and was assigned to 3 E, Voltigeurs and was dis- 
charged at Fort McHenry, Md., August 31, 849. by expiration of service, a 


vate. 
ie wae also enrolled June vary Y at Baltimore, Md., as a private in Com- 
y. 


He was enlis 


B, Second cig § frp Cav: Volunteers, to serve six months, and was 
aa eran out with his compan: 1 1 om 1881. 

Joseph I. Elliott and Lavenia McCulloh were married in 1845, and two chil- 
dren were the fruits of such marriage, to wit, Harriet and Emily, the latter. 
the beneficiary of this bill, born January 8,1848. Her mother in 1858, and 
her father, the soldier, in 1868. 

Emily Elliott had a fall when a baby, which dislocated her hip, and she has 
been a deformed and permanently helpless cripple ever since dhood, and 
has no means of support. 5 = 

Dr, Israel Jones, in an affidavit dated Feb: 12, 1896, testifies that he is 
medical superintendent of the Home of Incurables, New York City, N. Y., 
and has known Emily Elliott for more than nineteen years, and that she is 
suffering from hip-joint disease and spinal and is incurable; also, 
that she was received in the Home for Incurables June 20, 1870, suff from 
joint and hip-joint disease; that her body being, and now 
; when she walks she walks on her feet and hands. She 
is still with us. and her disability is permanent. 

Maranda Knight testifies that she is a ste ter of Joseph I. Elliott, and 
that he and Lavenia Elliott had but two children, Harriet, since intermarried 


with Charles Parsloe, and Emily Elliott, now at the Home tor Incurables; that 
Peris Elliott died in Baltimore City before the war of the rebellion, and 
t Jose 


h I. Elliott died at the Soldiers! Home in Baltimore City, August 

1868, and That Emily Elliott was cared for PY Harriet Hayward until 

in said Home for Incurables, after death of her father. 

Elliott filed a claim for pension (No. 624102) under the act of June 27, 
oe De prensa oe claimant was over 16 years 

claim and at date of the soldier's death. 


1890, 8 
W. 
of age at date of fine 


From the facts nted your committee believe the claim is meritorious, 
and recommend t the bill be amended by striking out all after the enact- 
ing — 15 and inserting 4 . Seer ny ae 9 x 4 

That the Secre of the Interior be, and he ereby, authorized an 
directed to place 1 roll, sub; Wee eee and limitations 
of the pension — the name of y Elliott, the permanently helpless 
pe page of Joseph Elliott, late quarter gunner, Uni States Navy, in the 
Florida war; vate Com 7 N. First Regiment Vol urs, in the Mexi- 
can war, and late private Company B, Regiment land Volunteer 
Cn „in the war of the rebellion, and pay her a pension of $12 per month.” 

Also amend title by substituting the word. Elliott for the word Elliot v 
therein, and as so amended that the bill do pass. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


ANNA N. KENDALL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5895) granting a pension to Anna N. Kendall. 
The bill was read, as follows: ; 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interi 8 
eee 
0 e W. N. 
of Joshua Kendall. late of — D. Nineteenth 6 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. Pool) was read, as follows: 


5895) nting a pension to Anna N. Kendall, having carefully examined the 
evidence relating thereto, re i 

e benefic f this bill was married in A t. 1849, to George W. Dow. 
Two days later before they were marri 


that he would go and look for a 


clai Robert Gillespie, heard (as 
dead. Ei ht years later, tha olaiman TAEA 
as 


dead, an 
in Massachusetts, where she lived, sh: 


November, 1871. 


Her claim for pension was rejected by the Bureau of Pensio: 
that she was Sok shown to iri 2 tt 5 


shown that her first husband, Dow, was dead P 1 3 to her 3 Red — 
from persons who claim 


uestion until it 
ppearance of 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend by striking 
out the word ‘‘statutes,” in line 5, and inserting “provisions.” 

The amendment was to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN L. BRITTON. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1276) 
granting an increase of pension to John L. Britton. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it ena etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, Me A rovisions 
and 3 of the Sag laws, bok zame ot ooon L. Britton, inte of coms 

ny A, Second Regiment New Ham: olunteer Infantry, at the rate 
2 per month, in lieu of that he is now receiving. my s 


The report (by Mr. SULLOWAY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1278) 
granting an increase of pension to John L. Britton, having carefully consid- 
ered the facts in the case. adopt the accompanying Senate re (No. 128) as 
their own, and respectfully recommend the passage of the 


[Senate Report No. 128, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ] 


mgs N to John L. Britton, have examined the same, and report 
0.0 he gp 
olunteer an and served un a 
for disability. He ree: mber 15. 1303 In Go P hir 


teenth Regiment New Signa Volunteer Infan 
isability May 27, 1865. 


mpany F, 
and was discharged 
© was pensioned for 


nsion was increased 


und that the disa- 
to the claimant's 
Soldier's condition is unquestioned. His rheumatism, for which he was 
nsi steadily increased, until now he can scarcely hobble around 
His hip is drawn out of shape, and many of the 

other joints of the body are deformed by rheumatism. 
Your committee is of opinion that the increase asked for is reasonable and 
just, and therefore report the bill back favorably, with a recommendation 


hat it pass. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Chairman, I know this 
old veteran, and his condition is now worse than it was when that 
report was made. He now requires the personal attendance of 
some one all the time, pit | only objection to this bill is that 
the rate of pension is so A this were not a Senate bill, I 
should move to increase the rate, 
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The CHAIRMAN. If there beno objection, the bill will be laid 
aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recommenda- 


tion. 

Mr. HICKS. Mr.Chairman, this bill is undoubtedly a very 
meritorious measure, and I dislike to delay the disposition of it 
by the committee, but I hold in my hand a communication from 
a number of veterans of the State of Pennsylvania, the purport 
and contents of which will be n Jam sure, not only to 
the men who wore the Union blue, but also to the men who wore 
the gray, and I send it to the desk to be read in my time. 

The communication was read, as follows: 

PHILADELPHIA, PA., December 9, 1896. 


Whereas the le of Cuba have been making a heroic effort in the 
— of noir 7 independence against the debasing and despotic rule of 
in; an 
ereas after years of struggle there has been shown an entire incompe- 
tence, even through the most barous effort, on the part of Spain to sup- 
press the spirit of freedom that animates the Cuban people; and 

Whereas the fair Island of Cuba is being desolated and the interests of com- 
merce and trade with the United States and its citizens are suffering loss 
and de: ion, Therefore, 

Resolved by Geo. G. Meade Post, No. 1, of Philadelphia, Grand Army x4 
the Republic, That the s thy of every soldier who wore the blue“ 
enlisted in the cause of the Cuban people in their struggle to throw off the 
yoke of tyranny and oppression: and 

Resolved, That these preambles and resolutions be conveyed to our Sena- 
tors and Representatives in Congress, asking their support of such wise and 
lawful measures in the Congress of the United States as will bring about the 
enfranchisement of the Cuban race. 

AY BENJAMIN BROOKE, Commander. 

test: 
J. FLETCHER CONRAD, Adjutant. 
Adopted November 30, 1896. 


Mr. HICKS. Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire merely to add that 
I believe the sentiments expressed in that communication are the 
sentiments of every true lover of his country. 
Ihe bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 
BLUFORD REEDER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2281) for the relief of Bluford Reeder. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


of the Interior be, and is hereby. 
and to place upon the pension roll the name of Blufor: 
Reeder, subject to the limitations and tions of the pension laws of the 
United States for pensioning the survivors of the war with Mexico. 


An amendment recommended by the committee, adding after 
Mexico“ the words and pay him a pension rated at $8 per 
month,” was adopted. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

ALEXANDER M’BRIDE. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6282) to increase the pension of Alexander McBride. 

‘The bill was read, as follows: 


An amendment recommended by the committee striking out 
“seventy-two” and inserting ‘‘ thirty” before the word dollars” 
was adopted. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

MARY T. YOUNG. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
6900) increasing the pension of Mary T. Young. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc. That the pension of $12 per month pma to F. 
Young, widow of James Hamilton Young, late private in Capt. J. R. Swift's 
company, Pennsylvania Militia, in the war of 1812 be. and is hereby, increased 
to per month. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it do pass. ; 

CHARLOTTE 0, VAN CLEVE. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2425) to grant a pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, widow of Gen. 
Horatio P. Van Cleve. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


. and Byt. Maj. Gen. Horatio P. Van 


Cleve, at the rate of $100 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report in that case. 
The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
nsion te Charlotte O. Van Cleve, have carefully considered 


ting thereto, and ay ii as follows: 
of this claimant, entered the Military 


5425).to grant a 
the evidence re 
Horatio P. Van Cleve, the husban 


Academy at West Point July 1, 1827, and was continuously in the service 


til September 11, 1836, when he resigned. He was mustered in as colonel 
Second Minnesota Volunteer Infantry September 13, 1861, and served con- 
tinuously until August 24, 1865, when honorably mustered out as brigadier- 
meral. He was wounded at Stone River December 31, 1862, and was ted 
leave of absence on account of wounds January 9, 1863. He was brevetted 
major-general of volunteers to date from March 13, 1865, for “ gallant and 
meritorious service during the war.“ He was commissioned second lieuten- 
ant ot infantry under act of Congress approved June 11, 1890, and was 
on the reti list July 1, 1890, and died —— 24. 1891. 

The evidence presented to this committee shows that the widow, who is 
now about 77 years of has no income excepi a pension of $8 per month. 
She has no 2 except her homestead, which affords her a home merely, 
but. aside from that, is of no benefit to her, as it is not salable, and cos 
about, if not quite, as much for taxes, repairs, etc., as the rent is worth. 

In view of the long and valuable services of the soldier and the ons and 

nt need of the widow your committee recommend that the pass 
with an amendment, striking out the words “one hundred,” in line 8, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the word “fifty.” 

Appended are reports from the 3 of the War Department, giving the 
full military history of General Van Cleve. 


a War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, March 19, 1898. 
Statement of the military service of the late Horatio P. Van Cleve, of the 
. United States Army, compiled from the records of this office. 

He was a cadet at the United States Mili Academy J uy 1. 1827, to oy 
1, 1831, when he was uated and appointed brevet second lieutenant 
Infantry, July 1, 1831; second lieutenant, December 31, 1834; Septem- 
ber ll, 1838. (In volunteer service July 22, 1851, to August 24, 1805.) 


SERVICE. 


He joined his regiment October 2, 1831, and served with it at Fort Howard, 
Wis., to November 30, 1831, and at Fort Winnebago, Wis,, until he resigned, 
September 11, 1836. 

nder the authority of the act of Con sonaven June 11, 1890, he was 
commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry July 1, 1890, and placed on the 
retired list of the Army as second lieutenant same date. 
He died April 24, 1891, at Minneapolis, Minn. 


W. P. HALL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


un 
of 


Case of Horatio P. Van Cleve, late oreu major-general, United States Volun- 
ers. z 


The official records show that Horatio P. Van Cleve was mustered into serv- 
ice as colonel with the field and staff of the Second Minnesota Infantry Volun- 
teers September 13, 1861, toserve three years, with remark appointed colonel 
8 861.“ He appears to have been present with his regiment until April 
22, 1862, when he vacated his commission as colonel Second esota Infantry 
Volunteers by his acceptance on that date of a commission of brigadier- 
general of volunteers. 

He is ade ed as in command of the Fourteenth Brigade, Fifth Division, 
Army of the Ohio, from April to October 16, 1862; in command of the Fifth 
Division (left . Army Corps, November to December, 1862; 

December an 1862, in command of the Third Division (left wing), 
Army the 

He was wounded at the battle of Stone River (Murfreesboro, Tenn. ), Decem- 
ber 31, leave of absence on account of wounds January 
of the Third Divisi 
ary Corps, from March 13 to October 1, 1863; the United States forces at 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., from November 24. 1863, to July, 1865, and the First Bri- 
paas of the District of Middle Tennessee from July to August 19, 1865. when 

e was relieved from duty. He was honorably mustered out of service in 
orders from this De ent dated August 24, 1865. 

Under the provisions of the act of Congress 8 June 3, 1884, and the 
acts amendatory thereof. he is considered by t Department as commis- 
sioned to the grade of colonel Second Minnesota Volunteers, to take effect 
from September 11, 1861. 

He was brevetted major-general United States Volunteers, to date from 
March 13, 1865, for ent and meritorious service during the war.“ 
Respectfull; tted. 


sub: 
55 F. C. AINSWORTH, 
Colonel, United States Army, Chief Record and Pension Office. 


RECORD AND PENSION OFFICE, 
War Department, March 17, 1898. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I move to substitute for the 
bill just read Senate bill 1883, which is upon the Calendar at page 
62. That bill has passed the Senate, and it grants the same pen- 
sion that is pro d to be granted by the House bill. i 

The CHa RMAN, The substitution would require unanimous 


consent. 
Mr. PICKLER. I ask unanimous consent. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
The C] MAN. The Clerk will report the Senate bill. 
The bill (S. 1883) was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the general pension laws, the name of Charlotte O. 
Van Cleve, widow of the late Brig. and Byt. Maj. Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve, 
at the rate of $50 per month. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor- 
able recommendation. i 

The House bill (H. R. 5425) was laid aside to be reported to the 

House with the recommendation that it do lie on the table, 


JOHN W. POGUE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
4875) granting a pension to John W. Pogue. : 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the 8 the Interior be, and he is hereb 
authorized and directed to place on panoi roll the name of John 


Pogue, late a private in Company E, Tenth Regiment Illinois Volunteer In- 
fantry, at the vate of $24 per ‘gen 5 in 2 
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The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


ff. Pegg NO agg mole ogg neem ER 
4875) ting a to John W. Pogue, late private Company E, th 
Tilin Infantry oluntee . and consid- 
ered the facts and circumstances report as follows: 
sal. to A Ca]. 1804 when smustered out 


Soldier served from Au 30. 
and honorably discharged, there ing no ing dishonorable shown in his 
5 to have been absent sick.“ but nature of sickness 
n 

* —— pension 3 „1880, and his claim was oe 97 7 — Sep- 
tem 1864, a: mon! neuralgia and disease of eyes; n- 
sion was famin ada i November 8, 1881, Pension Bureau Enep tat 


his disabili ceased. 
He filed for „ which was rejected March 15, 1895, on the 
— of no ratable disabili 3 “neural, ‘and disease of he os since 
Fe, which was rej e filed claim under act of June 27, 
pagent oo" ala heat e 1805, on the ground of no ratable 


John — Sy a comrade, testifies that claimant was sound at enlist- 
ment; com of pain in his head at Fosterville, and again — ee 
Tenn.,in 1863, and also in February,1864. When he next saw him, in 1875, he 
laining of pain in his head and wore glasses. 
or soundness, A bat he wore spectaclés in 

js o and 


with neuralgia of h 
heart — stomach, w. he claimed were 3 
grown worse and worse since 1875, during which affiant ay seen 
him frequentiy, and as far back as six years ago was unable to work or do 
a eae farm. 
testifies he was 


Armstrong corporal, Com E, Tenth Minois 
55 knew cant during the A the war; that he was y sound 


and in 


eyes. Have often seen 


led to wear glasses on account of 
his worse be . by neuralgia. 
tt testifies, January 13,1896, that he has treated John W. 
ears for a neuralgia affecting the head and eyes, also be 
inbor and Dirije and that he is physically unable to perform any manual 


apt. B. E. A. Simons, late First United States Colored Artillery (Heavy), 
that claimant has been an gee x for last seven or ei, yy ears, suffer- 
of neuralgia, and heart disease, and erent times 
ini 5 . sl 9 at a time, ient, and not considered him 
perform mam grn ex an acq 
for last twenty years liavo him heaps 4 ed to 1 tnt 
Dr. Francis M. Hiett testified, January 27, 
cine for thirty p years, and been the family physician 
twenty years, during which time has im 1 aor — a and for 
last four years almost daily. He has suffered with ne of th: 
defective vision, and at times with chronic diarrhea and ale rheumatism 
of the muscles of the back and shoulders. For the past four years he has 
‘ered isease of the heart. About one year ago he was confined to 
is house for about two months with heart disease. He isnot aho ta perform: 
y manual labor one-half of the time. 
From the facts presented, PP Sonos committee believe the claim meritorious, 
and recommend that the bill do pass. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House, 
JOHN W. BRUNER, 
The — bn business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. = 


2 ting a pension to John W. Bruner, late * 
nt Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Com AF 
parrain ata Cavalry, and the United ragh Šignal 
Cope bill was read, as follows: 
Be it etc., That the of the Interior be, and hereby 
nore — eye ED — pay, bers, and Com Bruner, 1 8 of Company F. 7 —— 
sylvania Cavalry, and of the United States tes Signal € Hir net a von — at the 


CCC 
ý ae amendments reported by the eee were read, as 
ollows: 


In line 4, strike out all after the word “to” and insert the following: —— 
—.— = pension + roll the name of John W. Broner, late a private in 


md P. lvania orantes a Infan Captain — — com. 
mee 7 Firat pee ave ana ay U. Fist Pennsylvania Cay- 
per 


alry, and 
p bh pay him a 80 as to read: aA tall granting a pension to John W. 
Bruner.” 


The report (by Mr. ANDREWS) was read, as follows: 


197 Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
— } Le eee W. Bruner, etc., having carefully considered 
ac 


e case, Ea paaie report: 
to the call ‘or three-months volunteers and enlisted 
‘Infantry. He reenlisted 


April is ts 1861, Bog ee cue Second P onl nag 
m 
= $1, 1881. im the First Gavairy for three yours. and again re- 
ted e a veteran yolunteor F teer . — 28. 1 in SN First Penn- 


Sylvania, 8 The soldier was honorably mustered out and 


isber 2B, 00, — tinak he 7 an application under the act of June 27, 1890, alleg- 

ing chronic diarr’ and rheumatism. July 15, 1891, the examining board 

bi ached him 3 for chronic diarrhea and four-eighteenths for 

25 pe A was rejected February 13, 1894, on the ground of no rata- 
le 


July 3, ist he again filed application under said a alleging sciatica, rheu- 
ten and chronic diarrhea. September 12, 1804, the examining board 
re 
Pas | chronic musculo-articular rheumatism of legs. * cg voc 
has general senile e ee to a degree which incapacitates hte he 
active manual la 
This claim, 1 Ad was also rejected on the ground of no ratable dis- 


ability. 

Ma 13, 1895, the soldier again lied under said act, alleging chronic diar- 
Phan. intermittent fever, and sciatic rheumatism. cane 1805, the the examin- 
ing board rates him six-eighteenths for sciatica, two. e 8 the] for diarrhea, 
and three-cighteenths for heart trouble; but the pe in was also 5 on 
+ + from causes all 


* — of "no ratable disability * 
a liberal interpretation of ‘the law it is very clear that this claimant 
— have drawn a pension from the date of his first declaration, 


to say 


potting of his monau as the Gripi misga thereunder shows him 
nsionabl jod. He had three enlistments, without a hiatus of 
5 and cane tated for t rfo f — ual 2 3 
dex ormance of man 5 
e 
our ve ne nam ne to 
20 . 88 fhenct of Juez 1. 5 ee 
0 0 z 
“in eee oben wi wing amendment 
——— on roll the name of John W. 5 private — 5 
Ivania Volunteer — Oa s company, 
Kp Secon Pennsylvania Ca „and Company G. First A vania Cavalry, 
and pay him a 8 of $ por month.” 
Your commi further recommend that the title of 1 bill should be 
amended so as to read: A bill granting a pension to John W. Bruner. 


The amendments reported b; Pe the committee were to. 
The bill as amended was aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 
ELISHA B, BASSETT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
3503) to correct the military record of Elisha B. Bassett. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


No. 
dated 


jor-Gene’ 


certificate of honorable muster out of the service as of the 23d day of vane 
A. D. 1863. And the widow and heirs of the said Elisha B. Bassett not be 
entitled by virtue of this act to any pay or allowance subsequent to said 23d 
day of June, A. D. 1863. 


The report (by Mr. FENTON) ym as follows: 
The Committee on 


„ theren 
honorable di 


and bi 


The tacks su by the mass 
sonal and professional Looe ities, 


of testimony su mere sear ogg 
e that the tail fall of of RGS. 
months prior to the en; 


ment at Thompsons Station, Capta n Bassett was 
attacked with tube: and was so prostrated ted that he was po ew Ayn on 
leave to recuperate his health, and went to his home in charge of his wife, 
T aei 

After 8 two months he rejoined, and took command of 
crt cree Hie fea emaciated, and remained in service thereafter 
against advice of regimental surgeon. From this time until the fol- 
lowing spring he spent considerable time in the rise leavin, 
few days before the march to Franklin 
Station. During 


meeting rsonal command of his com and . 
pated in the engagement pd a movement uphili Lon 8 at a double - 
98 cog eg over his com- 

This action comin, the notice of the colonel 
was reported f er cowardice, with the result 


of the y Sintea.» Captain Bassett was 


evidence upon which this report 
regiment had a personal dislike toward Captain Bassett, amounting to 
& pronounced preju: and 

against Cap 


voice and expression in the boar of eet pew berg preter 5 a 
is conclusion seems abundantly warran 


ey by superior offi 
ober’ submitted, which is based on the personal knowledge and 
rvation of the affiants,and their character and opportunities are such as 
bsolutely compel belief. 
show that Captain Bassett was mustered — 8 service as contain 


ptember 5, 1 
a pen ot tho United sandy event States eo 
d of Major-General ans, on ihe 3 recommendation 


t should be remembered that Captain Bassett was dismissed without trial, 
nst which injustice he earnestly protested. 

t is therefore considered an act of the merest justice that the cloud of dis- 
s which darkened Captain Bassett's life followed him to his grave 
should now be lifted from memory. 

The committee therefore approve the bill and heartily recommend its 


passage. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 
MARION M’KIBBEN. 


The next — — the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 684) 
granting an increase of pension to Marion McKibben. 


1896. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it étc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

thorized and directed to increase the pension of Marion ep eae widow 
of David B. McKibben, late colonel of the One hundred and fifty-eighth and 


the Two hundred and fourteenth Regiments, Pennsylvania Infantry, and 
— bs — er- general United States Army, to 50 per month, and pay her 
a pension rat that rate. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 684) 
granting an increase of pension to Marion McKibben, have examined the 
same. and after a hearing granted to her representative, direct a favorable 


re) 
he following report was made by Senator PALMER: 
[Senate Report No. 252, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill granting an in- 
cream of ion to Marion McKibben, have examined the same and report: 
This bill proposes to increase the pension of Marion McKibben, widow of 
the late Major and Brevet Brigadier-General McKibben, from $30 to $50 per 


month. 

Mrs. McKibben is completely broken down in health and unable to do any- 
thing for her own support. is condition of her health is believed to have 
been to a great extent brought on by nursing and caring for her late hus- 
band, who was for many years prior to his death a great sufferer from rheu- 
matism contracted during his service in the Army. Her relatives are in no 
condition to render her assistance, and she is without any means 
of support, except the ———- which she is now recei of $30 per month. 
General McKibben, while in battle during the month of August, 
1883, was captured and taken to Libby Prison, where he contracted scurvy, 
from the effects of which he never recovered, and which finally resulted 
cancer and death. Mrs. McKibben had been 8 to a Mr. 
Herring, a young man of great promise and who respouded to the first call 
of the Government for troops in 1861, and was killed at the head of his com- 
mand in one of the early battles of the war. 

great merit, and in view of the 


This 8 to be n worthy case and of 
services of her two husbands and her own sufferings an incident 
to their services and her present helpless condition, the country should not 


allow her to suffer for means of su 
of the s 
vet 8 Mo- 


Your committee therefore 8383 the 

Hereto appended is the military record of 
Kibben. 

Mr. ERDMAN. The Clerk has not read the whole of the report. 
He has not read the military record of this soldier. 

Mr. 3 I move to amend the bill by striking out 
850 an ing 830. 

Mr. ERD I have not waived my demand for the oe 
of the whole report. I desire that the military record of this sol- 
dier shall appear in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. PIC R. Imake the point of order that the statement 
of the military record of this soldier as appended to the report is 
no part of the The Chair will notice that the report con- 
cludes with the statement the following report was made by 
Senator PALMER.” Then, after the report of Senator PALMER, 
there comes some kind of a statement of the military service of 
this soldier. But that is no part of this re , and I make the 

int of order that it is not in order to it. The reading of 

report has been finished. If the appended matter embraced 
anything but the statement of the military record there might be 
some reason for calling for the reading of it. But the ; n 
from Pennsylvania simply calls for the reading of this long mili- 
tary record in order to take up time. And it is his 8 
too. I make the point of order that it is not in order to this 
statement appended to the report. 

Mr. ERDMAN rose. : 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair is inclined to think that the mili- 
co record has been made by the committee a part of their report, 
and if 5 5 desires to have it read in his time 

Mr. PI ER. The Chair will notice thatitis not madea part 
of the report; it is simply appended. This is notin the form in 
which reports are usually made. 

The C MAN. It is always the custom, as the Chair is in- 
formed, to read the entire military record as a of the report, 
he has been sc orth by the committee. The Clerk will continue 


e Clerk read as follows: 
Statement of the military service of David B. McKibben, of the 
Army, compiled from the records of the Adjutant-General’ 
War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
$ Washington, December 12, 1890. 
He served as a cadet at the United States Military Academy aoe ayk 
with 


United States 
3 Office. 


th Infan: May 1 
ith Penker 


yi Militia November 24, 1882; mustered out of 8 
August 12, 1868; m in as colonel Two hundred and fourteenth Penn- 


— Volunteers April 5, 1805, and honorably mustered out of volunteers 


e was transferred from the Fourteenth tothe Thirty-second Infan 
tember 21, 1366; Ten 5 


March 15, $ o Tun ar 1, 1871. 

ə received the brevets of r August 1. 1 for t services at the 
battle of North Anna, Va.; of lieu t-colonel August 1. 1864, for gallant 
services at the of Bethesda Church, Va.; of and 
general ä of volun “for t and 
services during we to rank from 


He was on 
t at Fort Monroe, 
; comman 


kal secreting sorvion from Ape 2 bo dah T, 1855; with 
Va.. December 15. : 


_ and in Washington 
un . aes 
Territory to April 21, 1861; en route to Washington, 


to the 
at ‘Trenton, N. J., and Elmira N. Y., to — 1801: on recruiting service 
to September 29, 1861; with regiment in the of the Potomac to Novem- 
th vania Militia in 


ding One hundred and 
rth Carolina to August 1d 


commanding 
March, 1806 and on special duty to April BU 1808 
0 and on s u 0 . 
1866; on recruiting service and se een a 
to September 2, 1868; on leave to March, 4 
1868: on reconstruction duty, etc., 
g service to January, 1871; 


to Novem ; on 
to July 10, 1874; on du 


leave and surgeon’s certificate of disabilit at 
n, Tex., to September 26, 1874; on sick leave to May 31. 1875, 
when retired from active service, having ‘been found for 


inca: 
d of the left 
e, co while in the line of duty. Died at Fachlagton, B. G, 
November 8, 1890. 
— J. C. KELTON, Adjutant - General. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee 
report this bill to the House with the recommendation that it be 
laid on the table. r 

I make the motion for the reason that this widow is drawing all 
that she is entitled to under the general law, and this is a bill 
increasing the pension of this class of claimants. In view of the 
fact that she is drawing as much as she is entitled to under the 
general law, if the bill be laid on the table it will simply set 
the matter aside and allow her to continue to draw the pension 
she is now receiving. 

I move, therefore, that it be laid aside with the recommendation 
that it lie on the table. 

8 was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 19, 
noes 51. 

So the motion was rejected. 

Mr. TRACEY. Now, Mr. Chairman, I move that this bill be 
amended by striking out fifty ” where it occurs in the bill and 
inserting ‘* forty;” so that it will read 840 per month.” 

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr. 
McCLELLAN) there were—ayes 38, noes 35. 

Mr. ERDMAN. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. rpo of order having been made that 
no A cae is present, the Chair will count the committee. 

he Chair announced, on counting the committee, that there 
were 112 members present—more than a quorum. 

So the amendment was to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


THOMAS J. THORP. 
The next business on me Private — ers the bill a R. 
8945) gran & ion to. Thomas J. Thorp, private Com- 
pany K. Third Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it e VVV he is hereby, 
ee directed . the name of Thomas J. 


la Com 
pee ee Ro a 
eee vo been heretofore allowed and paid to the said Thomas J. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the rt in that case read. 
The report (by Mr. KERR) was as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid ee ae ae referred the bill (H. R. 
te Thomas J. 


8945) u late private Com d 
Ohio ——— . submit the followin — : 3 

The committee has given careful to this bill and recommend 
its ith an out of the title the following: Late 


passage mt striking 
a private Company K. Third Ohio Volunteer Ca 8 
e soldier is now on the pension roll at $16 per month for “gunshot wound 
and resulting loss of t testicle and naso- catarrh." 
1868 the n to fail, and this disabi continued increas- 
e blind in his lefteye in 1875. In1877 he became 
in the t eye. f.. en tone os 
sicians and surgeons, but has no relief. He is now totally blind 
and can only distinguish light from darkness with his right eye. 
remains is of no practical use to him. 
Soldier also claimed pension for chronic diarrhea, resulting piles,and pro- 
la; of rectum, but these claims pen neang the Pension Office. - 


service may have some 3 in e e conditions from which 
the cataract originated. it could 


such condition.” 
decision seems to go off upon the thi that, no matter how potential 
the army disability ay — been in 555 particular or — — 
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disability, unless it mainly produced it the claim should be rejected. It in 
effect om, pho the establishment of the controlling fact beyond any doubt; at 
any rate it excludes the doctrine of probabilities. In the tracing of resulting 
disabilities or diseases it is simply impossible, in the great jority of cases, 
to do more than reach the probable cause. In fact, there is nothing more diffi- 


cult than the investi on into causes of in the clas3 of cases which 
predominate in the Pension Office. 

The probabilities all point to this loss of vision being the result of soldier's 
army service. He was oy wounded, being shot in the pelvic region, 
* a fracture of the pelvic bone. For six years his wound continued 
pus and fragments of bone. As a consequence, he was 

n strength and vitality, and ly open to resulting 
While he was in this condition sight to fail, and contin- 
ued to fail until practically total blindness superven 

It seems to the committee that the evidence shows, as certainly as it can 
be required to show in cases of this kind, that the soldier's blindness is due 
toarmy service. The passage of the bill, with the amendment proposed, is 
therefore recommended. 


During the reading of the report, 

Mr. TALBERT. I move to dispense with the further reading 
of the report, and let the bill be passed. I think that man ought 
to have his ion as qnick as possible. 

The CH MAN. e Chair thinks the motion could not be 
entertained, The gentleman from Pennsylvania has asked that 
it be read in his own time. 4 

Mr. TALBERT. I only wanted the man to get his money as 


n, dischargit 
greaily reduced 
senses. 


soon as ible. * 
ee erk resumed and concluded the reading of the report as 
above. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

Mr. PICKLER. I move to further amend the bill by striking 
out all after the word month,” in line 7, and all of lines 8 and 9, 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words in lieu of the pension he 
is now receiving.“ 

The amendment was agreed to. ` 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MRS. SARAH A. ASPOLD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1505) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah A. Aspold. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to cause the name of Mrs. Sarah A. Aspold, of An- 
napolis, Md., widow of Edward Aspold. late acting second assistant ongineer, 
United States Navy, and late fi tant engineer in the United States 
Revenue-Marine Service, deceased, to be placed upon the pension roll, sub- 
ject vo the provisions and limitations of the pension aws and pay her a pen- 
sion of per month, in lieu of the pension now received by her under cer- 
tificate No. 7530, under act of June 27, 1890 


Mr. ERDMAN. I ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. MILES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the hill (H. R. 
1505) granting a pension of $25 per month, in lieu of $8 now received, to Sarah 
A. Aspold. widow of Edward Kspold, late acting second assistant engineer, 
United States Navy, and first assistant engineer, United States Revenue- 
Marine Service, having W ei examined and considered all the facts pre- 
sented, respectfully report as follows: 

Edward Aspold was appointed an acting third assistant engineer in the 
United States Navy December 8, 1862, aud served on board the 3 
Stones and Nansemond; promoted to second assistant e October 18. 
1864; detached from Nansemond August 9, 1865, and gran leave of absence 

rior to honorable discharge, and was honorably discharged from the service 
Betaber 5, 1865, at the time ranking next after (with) masters. He accepted 
discharge in order to accept the 8 of first assistant engineer in 
the Revenue-Marine Service, to whichappointed September 20, 1865. He 
was assigned to duty on the Na , stationed at Sa th, Ga. He was 
Geteabed from the Nansemond April 19, 1869, and placed on waiting orders until 
October 1 following, when assigned to revenue steamer Moccasin, stationed 
at Ne rt, R. I. On June 17, 1870, he was ted leave of absence on ac- 
count of sickness, which sick leave was continued to April 12, 1872, on which 
date he was ordered to the Nansemond at Savannah, Ga. The disease from 
which he was suffering during this sick leave was tubercular consumption. 
He was transferred to the revenue steam launch Discover at Savannah, Ga., 
June 3, 1873. Under date of November 20, 1875, he was nted leave of ab- 
sence for thirty days. He died June 22, 1876, while yet in charge of the Dis- 
cover, after an illness of four weeks. 

The immediate cause of his death was hemorrhage of the lungs, and the 
proof is entirely satisfactory to the committee that this was the result of 
exposure in the service of the Governmentin the various grades of such serv- 
ice through which he passed. It will be observed that most of his service 
while in the United States Navy, as well as while in the Revenue-Marine 
Service, was performed 3 steamer Nansemond. and that he was con- 
tinuously in service from mber, 1862, until his death. 

Claimant was married to Edward Aspold May 24, 1566. She applied for 
pension under act June 27, 1890, and is receiving $8 per month from date of 
application, July 28,1890. She is now 48 years of age and has no other income 
than her pension. She owns a house valued at $3,000, which is mortgaged for 
$2,080, and maintains herself by keeping boarders. 4 

The onl; pee upon which a ponon could be denied her is that there is 
no gener: w now existing which extends to the widows of d cers 
in the Revenue-Marine Service, 5 the fact that, in the jud 
ment of your committee, as much reason exists for granting pensions in this 
service as in any other branch of the punas or nayal service of the United 
Martia eee when, as in this case, the identical service was performed 
in the Navy and in the Revenue-Marine Service. 

In view of the precedents which have been set by action of Congress in 
e conclusion has been reached by your committee that it 

r that an increase of pension be granted the beneficiary 

ces from r month, the rate she is now receiving, to 
$15, the rate she would be entitled to if her husband had died in the 
cern ee 7 — The Senate passed a bill giving her $25 per month in the 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill with an 
amendment st: out the word “twenty-five,” in line 10, and inserting 
the word “fifteen ™ in lieu thereof. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


RICHARD S. PHILLIPS, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5670) to increase the pension of Richard S. Phillips. 
The bill was read, as follows: 5 


Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is here’ 
authorized and directed to place on the pene. roll the name of Richard S. 
Phillips, late corporal of Company K, Sixty fifty dollars per month, in lieu of 
the pension he is now second Regiment Thine Volunteer Infantry, at the 
rate of receiving. 


Mr. PICKLER. There seems to be an error in the printing of 
the bill. It should read Sixty-second Illinois Volunteers.” 1 
will offer the necessary amendments to correct the bill. 

Mr. ERDMAN. ask first for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: i 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5670) to increase the pension of Richard S. Phillips, submit the following 


misty 
soldier enlisted as a corporal in Company K. Sixty-second Ilinois Vol- 
unteers, December 9, 1861, and was honorably March 6, 1866. He 
seems, according to the record, to have been present at every muster of his 
company during the long period of his service, and his record and discharge 
are alike honorable. 
It seems in 1863 he had chronic diarrhea, and also had some difficulty in his 
‘ht side, which resulted in a running sore or abscess for about three months. 
en it healed he claims that pains and weakness in his back ensued, and 
haye since continued. The scars of the abscess seem to have been apparent 
at his first medical examination, July 3, 1876. His claim under general law 
Se rejected September 9, 1876, on ground of no disability on cause 


are 1891, he was pensioned under act of June 27, 1890, at $12, from Jul: 
16, „ for rheumatism, disease of . organs and heart. His medical 
examination, February 11, 1891, rates at six-eighteenths for pains in back 
and side and six-eighteenths for rheumatism. : 

He has since pom arawin worse and more helpless. A. G. Pickett, late 
assistant surgeon, Fittieth ois Volunteers. and who was a member 
the medical board which last examined him on January 16, 1896, makes affida- 
vit that he has been er Soc for about four years. He says“ he requires 
the constant attendance of another person, being perfectly helpless, and in 
affiant’s judgment 11 so.” This evidence is fully corroborated by 
the affidavit of F. M. Beals, another physician of seventeen years’ practice. 
It is somewhat significant, but’ not, in the opinion of the committee, a con- 
trolling fact, that claimant's ysis is of the right side, the same whereon 
the abscess was formed. on the healing of which the claim of weakness and 
pain of back is made by him. 

The soldier is shown to be absolutely without property, means, or income, 
except his pension of $12 per month. 

The committee, in view of all the above circumstances in this case, recom- 
mend the passage of the bill with an amendment inserting the word “ cor- 
poral” after the word late,“ in line 5. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
Mr. PICKLER. I move to strike out after the words Com- 
pany K,” in line 5, all of the remainder of the bill and to insert 
in lieu thereof “ Fifty-second Illinois Infantry, and pay him a 
pension of 850 per month in lieu of the pension he is now receiv- 


ing.” 

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 5, after the words Company K,” strike out the words Sixt: 
dollars per month, in lieu of the pension he is now second Regiment Tino: 
Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of receiving,” and insert in lieu thereof 
“ FPifty-second Illinois Infantry. and pay him a pension of $50 per month in 
lieu of tho pension he is now receiving.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


MARY PELHAM, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4264) granting a pension to Mary Pelham. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at the rate of 812 per 
month, subject otherwise to the limitations and provisions of the pension 
laws, the name of Mary Pelham. 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the follow- 
ing amendment: 


Add after the word “ Pelham,” in line 6, the words ‘dependent mother of 
Joseph Farrer, late a private in Company I, Seventh Kansas Cavalry.“ 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment pro- 
posed by the committee. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 
ies CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Pennsylvania demands 
e report. 
The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
4264) granting a pension to Mary Pelham, report as follows: 

The reports from the records of the War De ent show that Joseph 
Farrer, son of the beneficiary of this bill, served as a private in Company I, 
Seventh Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, from October 2, 1861, to September 2, 
1865, when he was Srey discharged. 

Mrs: Pelham's claim under Hia eon law was 
: and that, as she remarried 
and prior to the'date of filing her a; 
A certified transcript from thé 


rejecte:l in the Pe 
since the death of the 80 

lication, there is no pensionable 

y record of the father and mother of 
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team. 
died his wagon some time in May, 1867, and his fellow-teamsters buried 
him, and wrote the facts to his mother at the time, and on their arrival told 
her all the particulars. 


J h Farrer never was e and left no widow nor minor children.. 
80 


Marg elham, the mother of the soldier, is 75 years of age; is poor and de- 
pendent; and while she is unable to show positively that the cause of death 

in the service, it is shown that soldier was in poor health at dis- 
charge; that he did not recover his health, and died in about a year and a 
half after discharge, without medical attendance, and no one who was with 
him can now be found. 

In view of these facts, which are shown in the evidence before the commit- 
tee, it is believed that the claim is one of merit, and therefore it is recom- 
mended that the bill do pass with an amendment, adding, after the word 
“Pelham,” in line 6, the words “dependent mother of Joseph Farrer, late a 
private in Company I, Seventh Kansas Cavalry.” 


The amendment proposed by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


JOHN T. BREWSTER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8884) for the relief of John T. Brewster. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Com One hundred and forty-first a arene of Pennsylvania Volun- 
teer 2 be placed on the roll of. United 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the follow- 
ing amendment: * 
1 Mer 6 strike out “seventy-two” and insert in lieu thereof the word 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment pro- 
posed by the committee. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the report. 
The report (by Mr. ERDMAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R- 
8884) granting an increase of pension to John T. Brewster, have had the mat. 
ter under consideration and rt: 

John T. Brewster was a 8 of the One hundred and forty-first Penn- 
8 Volunteers, and entered the service August 16, 1862; he remained in 
the service, taking an active part in the following battles: At the battle of 
Fredericksburg, under the command of General Burnside, he fought for two 
days; at the battle of Chancellorsville, under the command of General 
Hooker, on Sunday, the third day of the fighting, he was shot in the right 
thigh by a minie „Which ted in the breaking of the thigh. After fall- 
ing in the battle he lay u the field all that day and night; he was then 
removed to a log barn, where he lay for seventeen days as a prisoner without 
any attention being given his wound; from 1 upon the log floor he con- 
tracted two bedsores, one upon the left 3 one upon his back; hi 
then paroled and brought to the hospital in Washington June 15, 1863, but on 

ving received no attention the physicians feared to ampu- 
ashington in September, 
disch taei the ROADIE ond in tila ARCS D ie COATS chaps 
sc m the andin charge is con these 

x Disqualified for the 8 Reserve Corps.“ 
ally pensioned for ae wound of the right thigh at $8 per 
month, the highest rate given at that time. The Pension Bureau han caused 
a number of examinations to be made, and the reason assigned for not grant- 
ing an increase is that he does not require the aid of a constant attendant. 
The applicant has caused an eminent physican of this city, Harrison Crook, 
918 Fourteenth street NW., to make an nation of his present condition, 

and he reports under oath as follows: 

I. Harrison Crook, a physician in active practice at 918 Fourteenth street 
NW., do hereby certify that I have known Jobn T. Brewster since the spring 
of 1887, and that I have been his physician since that time: that he is suffer- 
ing from a gunshot wound of the right thigh, from which injury the bone is 
necrosed and the soft parts are Sosshing with a profuse ae ner ics pus. 
I have made various examinations of him and find cach time that his condi- 
tion is worse than at the previous examination. He is totally unfit for any 
kind of labor and is unable to care for himself, requiring always the aid of 
some one to and undress him; in fact, he requires the constant atten- 
tion of some other person. Iam not interested in the success or failure of 


this claim in any way or manner. 
HARRISON CROOK, M. D. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 234 day of March, A. D. 1898. 

A. S. TAYLOR, Notary Public. 

An examination of the papers on file in the Pension Bureau discloses no 
vicious habits or other reasons operating against the granting of an increase 
of pension. That his condition is serious is shown by the fact that the War 
Department allows him $50 every three years for the virtual loss of a leg, and 
there is no doubt if the wound was so situated that the leg could be ampu- 
tated the applicant would be better off. It therefore purely becomes a ques- 
tion as to what his present condition is as the result of the gunshot wound. 

In the Fifty-second Congress a bill to pono the applicant at $50 per 
month duly passed the committee, and when called up for pass in the 
House failed to receive unanimous consent for its consideration and did not 
become a law. The committee are of the opinion that his condition has be- 
come more serious, and direct a favorable report to be made, recommending 
the 1 the bill with an amendment striking out “seventy-two,” in 
line 6 of printed bill, and inserting in lieu thereof “fifty.” 

The amendment is made use the affidavit of Dr. Crook does not clearly 
bring the case within the purview of the general laws for disability requir- 
ing a fee to attendant, but does show that he is entitled to the rate hereby 
granted. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, in order to get this bill in form, 


I move to strike out all after the e 
words which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The amendment was read, as follows: i 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the follo ng: 
“That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
lace upon the pension roll the name of John T. Brewster, late 
8 K, One hundred and forty-first Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry, ee, pay him a pension of $50 per month in lieu of the pension he 
receiving. 


The amendment was to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


THOMAS POLLOCK. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 2176) 
granting a pension to Thomas Pollock. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


clause and insert the 


The Committee on Pensions recommended the following amend- 
ment: 


Strike out all after the word “ California.“ in line 7, and substitute there- 
2 me words “at such rate as the degree of his alleged disability may entitle 


The amendment recommended by the committee was a to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


HELEN LARNED. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call attention to a 
bill which is in rather a peculiar situation, or has rather a peculiar 
history. A House bill to pension Helen Larned the House 
and Senate and went to the President at the last session; but too 
short a time before Congress adjourned to receive his a blo 
A Senate bill for the relief of the same woman passed the Senate. 
came to the House, went to the Invalid Pensions Committee, was 
reported back favorably, and is now upon the Calendar. The 
gentleman interested in this bill desires me to ask unanimous con- 
sent, in view of the peculiar history of the bill, that the Senate 
bill may be taken up now and considered by the committee. As 
the committee will understand, the bill had passed both Houses, 
but suffered a pocket veto. Ten days did not elapse after it went 
to the President before the adjournment of Congress. Now the 
bill has passed the Senate again, and we ask that it be considered 
in the committee. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK. I object to that. 

Mr. PICKLER. We ask that it be considered. 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the number of the bill? 

Mr. PICKLER. The number of the bill is S. 1679, Calendar 
number, 1276. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Dakota asks 
unanimous consent that this bill be taken up for consideration, 
Is there objection? 

Mr. ERDMAN. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN, Objection is made. The Clerk will report 
the next bill. 


BENNETT S. SHAUD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. 
1018) to increase the pension of Bennett S. Shaud. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized 
and directed to place upon the invalid pension roll of the United States the 
name of Bennett S. Shaud, late a private of Com y K, Fifteenth Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry, in Mexican war, at the rate of per month, in lieu of the 

nsion he is now receiving, subject to the limitations of the general pension 

WS. - 

The Committee on Pensions recommended the following amend- 
ment: 

In uae 7, strike out the word “fifty” and insert in lieu thereof the word 
“ y” 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


WILLIAM M. DALZELL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill Og R. 
1498) directing the 1 of War to grant an honorable dis- 
charge to William M. Dalzell. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be directed to amend the 
records of the War Department in the case of William M. Dalzell. late fifth 
cor pare in Company B, Second Regiment Iowa Infantry, so as to give him 
an honorable discharge dating to the end of the war. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman 
from New York that this is a long report, and can not be read 
before half past 10. 
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Mr. McCLELLAN. Then I ask unanimous consent to lay this 
bill aside without prejudice. The gentleman who made the report 
is not here to take care of it, and there has always been objection 
to the of these bills removing the charge of desertion. 

The È . The gentleman from New York asks unani- 
mous consent that this bill be laid aside, retaining its place on the 
Calendar, withoutprejudice. Isthereobjection? [After apause.] 
The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 


SAMUEL M’KINSEY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4620) granting a pension to Samuel McKinsey. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
autho: and directed to place upon the on subject to the provi- 
sions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of uel McKinsey, of 
Columbus, Kans., late private in Company B. Seventeenth Regiment of 
diana Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of month, said pension to be 
lieu of pension now being received by said McKinsey under certificate No. 
119196. J 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 


The CHAIRMAN. It is impossible to read it within the time 


remaining. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I think we had better have it read. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is a long report. It can not be read be- 
tween this and the time of adjournment. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Chairman,I hope the gentleman 
will withdraw that request. This isa very meritorious case. 
can assure him the man needs constant attendance every hour of 


the day and night. : j 

Mr. DMAN. Let the report be printed in the RECORD, and 
then stop. 

The CHAIRMAN. The ] 
unanimous consent that the report be printed in the RECORD, 
there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

The report (by Mr. KIRKPATRICK) is as follows: 


[To accompany H. R. 4020. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
462)) entitled “A bill granting a ion to Samuel McKinsey," beg leave to 
submit the following report, recommend that said bill do with an 
amendment st: out the word thirty,“ in line 8, and inserting the word 
“seventy-two” in lieu thereof. 

i 12, 1861, and was honorably ee June 


gentleman from Pennsylvania = 


Claimant enlisted June 21, 1884. 
He received a gunshot wound of left arm at Mount Pleasant, Tenn., about 


1, 1864. 
for pension for gunshot wound of left arm June 7, 1869, and was 
ge l Sta fe A N 
to $10 an 
increase were rejected In 1891 and 1893, 3 the medical board rated him 
ä February 25, 1891, and eighteen-eighteenths December 2, 
1892. i 


at his home, an 


unshot w. arm. 
flexion of elbow, anterior sur 


oni oe ; 
understand, on 
December, ist, and co! to his bed since June, 1895. He lies on his back 
mstantly, and can not move himself any more than a dead man; is entirely 
—— and has to be fed like an infant. The right hand is flexed; tendons 
drawn and deformed; arm and forearm shrunken.” * * + 
sis set in he would occasionally fall 


and lose all power in his right side and — 80 in left side. This would last 


one or two hours, and being hel up he would gradually get so he could 
walk. During these Te is mid was! a semicoma con s.. 
This applicant, in the autanm of 1894, was treated at Soldiers’ Home, Leaven- 
worth, Kane, or this „when it was not near so bad, but I have no 
ee ee — Sor ian an 3 — or any- 
thing abnormal over spine; pupilsa very e dila no any cause 
for the ysis. itis hatin Lave always been good. 

He is, of course, totally disabled and needs an attendant. Of course, I can 


ot wound of left arm.“ 
1896, in substance, that he has 


ten 
in speech. He has greas difficulty in making his wants known. The condi- 
tion makes it absolutely that he have the constant care and attend- 
ance of a nurse; he can not be left unattended at any time. 

“I believe the condition to be permanent ve and traceable to 
the gunshot wound, * * * and that heisentitl . $ 
. H. Baxter 


Dr. J. H. his disabilities as set forth substantially by the 
examining surgeon, and a large number of neighbors and Grand Army Repub- 
lic . petition for his relief. 


From all the facts presented your committee believe this old veteran should 
have immediate relief, and earnestly recom: the passage of the bill giv- 
him $72 per month. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee rise 
and report the bills to the House. 


The motion was agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. PAYNE having re- 
sumed the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. HEPBURN, Chairman 
of the Committee of the Whole, reported that that committee had 
had under consideration the bills S. 1631, S. 2711, H. R. 4744, S. 
1276, H. R. 2231, H. R. 6900, S. 1883, H. R. 4875, H. R. 3503, and 
had instructed him to report the same back to the House with the 
recommendation that they do pass. The committee had also had 
under consideration the bills H. R. 1948, H. R. 3481, S. 757, H. R. 
5902, H. R. 4655, H. R. 2620, H. R. 3499, H. R. 4608, H. R. 6378, 
H. R. 2742, S. 905, H. R. 5855, H. R. 5895, H. R. 6282, H. R. 7280, 
S. 684. H. R. 3945, H. R. 1505, H. R. 5670, H. R. 4264, H. R. 3884, 
S. 2176, H. R. 1018, and H. R. 4620, and had instructed him to 
report the same back to the House with various amendments, and 
with the recommendation that as amended they do pass. The 
committee had also considered the bills H. R. 519, S. 1945, and 
H. R. 5425, and had instructed him to report the same back with 
a recommendation that they do lie on the table. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the 3 question be considered as ordered on the engrossment, 
third reading, and final ze of these bills, with the privilege 
of fifteen minutes’ debate on either side. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have to object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The hour of 10 o’clock and 30 
minutes having arrived, the House stands adjourned until Monday 
next at 12 o’clock noon. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 

es were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
‘ollows: 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, — under 
instructions from the act making appropriations for the Navy for 
the year ending June 3021897, a statement of the claim e by 
the builders of the U.S. armored cruiser Maine, the Quintard 
Iron Works, N. F. Palmer, Jr., & Co., of New York City, for 
ose COMPENSO O the Committee on Claims, and ordered to 

printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mirng a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Mary E. Correll, executrix of Christian Correll, deveased, against 
The United States—to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
MIRS copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
James H. Kennan against The United States—to the Committee 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
Richard M. Isler and Lowesky Bouvillian against The United 
States—to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
H Tolson, administrator of George W. Marriott, deceased, vs. 
2 United States to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to 


printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a copy of a communication from the Attorney-General submitting 
an estimate of an ap ee pes of $100 to recompense C. B. McAfee, 
of Springfield, Mo., for egal services—to the Committee on Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, under 
instructions from the act making appropriations for the Navy for 
the year ending June 30, 1897, a statement of the claims of the 
William Cramp & Sons’ Ship and Engine Building 3 for 
extra compensation for the building of the warships New York, 
Columbia, Massachusetts, and Indiana—to the Committee on 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills were severally reported from 
committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to the several 
Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce, to which was referred sundry bills of the Senate 
of the following titles, reported the same, accompanied by reports; 
which said bills and reports were referred to the House Calendar, 
as follows, to wit: 

The bill (S.1725) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and 
Gulf Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across 
Red River at the city of Alexandria, La. (Report No. 2297.) 

The bill (S. 1723) to Fs ae and ratify the construciion of a 
bridge over and across do Lake, at Mooringsport, La., by the 
a 5 * Shreveport and Gulf Railway Company. (Report 

0. 2298. 


— 


1896. 


The bill (S. 1724) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and 
Gulf Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across 
the Black River, in Louisiana. (Report No. 2299.) 5 

Mr. BRODERICK, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9469) to consti- 
tute a new division of the eastern judicial district of Texas, and 
to provide for the holding of terms of court at Beaumont, Tex., 
aad for the appointment of a clerk for said court, rted the 
same withont amendment, e may by a report (No. 2300); 
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. i: 

Mr. MILLIKEN, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred sundry bills of the following 
titles, reported the same, accompanied by reports; which said bills 
and reports were referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, as follows, to wit: £ 

The bill (H. R. 2636) for enlarging the public building at Topeka, 
Kans. Oa epee 2301.) 4 1 

The bill (H. R. 858) for the erection of a public building at the 
city of Jamestown, N. Y. (Report No. 2302.) 

bill (H. R. 176) for a public building at the city of Altoona, 
Pa., and “igh 725 riating money therefor. (oust No. 2303. ) 

The bill (H. R. 256) for the erection of a public building in the 

city of Elmira, N. Y. (Report No. 2304.) ; eee 
he bill (H. R. 163) for the erection of a public building at 
Plymouth, Mass. (Report No. 2305.) i Ti 

The bill (S. 154) to provide for the erection of a public building 
at Indianapolis, Ind. (Report No. 2306.) ; 

The bill (H. R. 1466) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at Oakland, in the State 
of California. (Report No. 2307.) a 

The bill (H. R. 24) to provide for the construction of a public 
building at Salem, Oreg. (Report No. 2308.) > 
ü Ä 

ing au i y act o gress a ebruary 
1891, to be erected at St. Paul, Minn. (Report No. 2309.) 

The bill (H. R. 827) for the erection of a public building at 
Tampa, Fla. ed dy No. 2310.) 

The bill (H. R. 63) to increase the a priation for the - 
chase of site and the erection of a public building at Omaha, Nebr. 
(Report No. 2311.) 

e bill (H. R. 4793) for the purchase of ground and the erec- 
tion of a 188 building at Wilkesbarre, Pa. (Report No. 2312.) 

The bill (H. R. 50) to provide for the purchase of additional 
land in the square now opened by the custom-house in the city 
of Baltimore, Md., and for the Los rae of plans and ifica- 
tions for a new custom-house building. (Report No. 2318.) 

The bill (H. R. 1200) for the erection of a public building at the 
city of East St. Louis, III. No, 2314.) 


e bill (H. R. 862) for the erection of a public building at the | © 


city of Elgin, III (Report No. 2315.) 

he bill (H. R. 2719) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at Joliet, in the State of 
Illinois. (Report No. 2316.) 

The bill (H. R. 3283) to provide for a building for the use of the 
post- office, office of the superintendent of the Hot Barings Reser- 
vation, and other civil offices in the city of Hot Springs, Ark. 
(Report No. 2317.) 

The bill (H. R. 1650) to 3 for the erection of a public 
building at Elizabeth City, N. C. (Report No. 2318.) 

The bill (H. R. 246) for the erection of a public building at Nor- 
wich, Conn. fs No. 2319.) 

The bill (H. R. 20) for the erection of a public building at Fitch- 
burg, Mass. (Report No. 2320.) 

e bill (H. R. 845) for the erection of a pane building for the 
use of the custom-house and pos -office at 
district of Ne rt News, Va. (Report No. esra A 

The bill (H. R. 1670) for the erection of a public building at 
Laredo, Tex. (Report No. 2322.) 

Mr. HICKS, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 


Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9472) 


to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the third session of the Fifty- 
Daitiod bys report (Ne. 20%); witch mid bill and repect wero 
panied by a report (No. 2323); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the follow- 
titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

y Mr. CATRON: A bill (H. R. 9564) to better define and regu- 
late the rights of aliens to hold and own real estate in the Terri- 
tories—to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9565) to extend and amend an 
act entitled ‘‘An act to grant the right of way to the Kansas, 
Oklahoma Central and Sonthwestern Railway 8 through 
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the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, and for other pur- 
e. approved December 21, 1893—to the Committee on Indi 
Affairs. 


By Mr. HILL: A bill (H. R. 9566) to provide for light-houses 
and other aids to navigation—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. ROBINSON of Pennsylvania: A bill (H. R. 9567) to pro- 
vide for organizing a naval reserve battalion in the District of 
Columbia—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. MEYER: A bill (H. R. 9568) for the payment of the 
deficit due to certain producers of sugar under provisions of the 
act of March 2, 1895, for payment of eight-tenths of a.cent per 
pomad bounty on production of sugar from August 28, 1894, to 

une 30, 1895—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. MADDOX: A bill ie. 9569) to create the northwest- 
ern division of the northern district of Georgia for judicial pur- 
poses, and to fix the time and place for holding court therein—to 
the Committee on the J annara 

By Mr. BOATNER: A bill (H. R.9570) to fix the compensation 
of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and of Senators, 
Representatives, and Delegates—to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 


By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9571) authorizing the Galveston 
and Great Northern Railway Company to construct and operate 
a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other purposes— 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. - 

By Mr. CURTIS of New York: A bill (H. R. 9597) to facilitate 
the construction and maintenance of telegraphic communication 
between the United States, the Hawaiian „Japan, and to 
promote commerce—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 


mmerce. 
By Mr. LOUD: A resolution (House Res. No. 439) setting apart 
Tuesday and Wednesday, December 15 and 16, for i tion 
of House bill No. 4566—to the Committee on Rules. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

Pr BELL of Colorado: A bill (H. R. 9572) for the relief of 
William Morehead, of Lake City, Colo.—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 9573) for the relief of Annie 
E. Ruff, widow of Charles F. Ruff, late lieutenant-colonel Third 
Cavalry, United States Army—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. BUCK: A bill (H. R. 9574) for the relief of Mrs. Belle 
Osborne, executrix of John Osborne—to the Committee on War 


By Mr. BULL: A bill (H. R. 9575) granting a pension to Ellen 
Dowdell, of Warren, R. I.—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9576) granting a pen- 
sion to Mrs. Mary A. Clutter—to the Committee on Invalid en- 
sions. 

By Mr. DOCKERY: A bill (H. R. 9577) granting a pension to 
5 Barnes to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9578) granting a pension to James 
H. Anderson—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HURLEY: A bill (H. R. 9579) authorizing the President 
to appoint Ira Harris a lieutenant commander and to place him on 
the retired list of the Navy—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. KERR» A bill (H. R. 9580) to remove the charge of de- 
sertion from John Ryan—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9581) ting a pension to Amelia B. Ged- 
des—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts: A bill (H. R. 9582) granting 
an honorable discharge to James Woods—to the Committee on 
Mili Affairs. : 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill SE R. 9583) for the relief of the 
Louise Home, in the city of Washington, D. C.—to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 5 

By Mr. MILLER of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9584) granting a pen - 
sion to Daniel B. Hadley, late master of transportation, etc. to the 
Committee on Invalid sions. 

Dy M. PATTERSON: A bill (H. R. 9585) for the relief of estate 
of oline Mulhaupt, deceased, late of Shelby County, Tenn.— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9586) for the relief of Charles Levy, of Shelby 
County, Tenn.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9587) for the relief of William Stidham, of 
Fayette County, Tenn.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

y Mr. RAY: A bill (H.R.9588) for the relief of Reuben H. 
Waters—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill (H. R. 9589) for the relief of C. 

8 of Rutherford County, Tenn. to the Committee on War 
ms. n 
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Also (by request), a bill (H. 


R. 9590) for the relief of the estate 
of Benjamin D. C ter, deceased, late of Brightwood, D. O. to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SULZER: A bill (H. R. 9591) granting a pension to Kate 
Morris—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. RICHARDSON: Petition of W. W. Gill, of Bedfo: 
County, Tenn., asking reference of his claim to the Court 
Claims under act of 3, 1888—to the Committee on Claims, 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Winston W. Gill, of 
Bedford County, Tenn., for relief—to the Committee on War 


By Mr. TERRY: A bill (H. R. 9592) to amend an act entitled | Claims 


An act granting a pension to Jesse McMillan,” received by the 
President May 27, 1 to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TRACEY: A bill (H. R. 9598) for the relief of W. H. 
Wade, late captain and acting regimental quartermaster Thirty- 
first Ohio Volunteers—to the ittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9594) granting a pension to 
Benjamin Ha d—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WANGER: A bill (H. R. 9595) granting a pension to 
Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MEYER: A bill (H. R. 9596) to remove the disability 
of Charles H. Vogt—to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following penons and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Resolutions of George G. Meade Post, No. 
1, Grand Army of the Republic, of Philadelphia, Pa., in behalf of 
the enfranchisement of the Cuban people—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, 

Also, resolutions of the select and common councils of the city 
of Philadelphia, Pa. 7 League Island Navy-Yard—to the 
Committee on Navy: airs, 

pi Mr. BULL: Petition of . its of Newport, R. I. 
in favor of the bill relative to the status and increase of pay o 
pharmacists in the Navy- to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BURTON of Missouri: Petition of Solomon B. J. Fugate, 
of Spurgeon, Newton County, Mo., for increase of pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of the Lucas Avenue Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., 5 300 members, for the pro- 
eolas, State antigambling laws—to the Committee on the 

u 8 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Paper from Hon. John C. New, of 
Indianapolis, Ind., urging consideration of House bill No. 3278, 
relating to the classification of clerks of first and second class 
offices—to the Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. KIEFER: Petition of Rey. J. A. Jenkins and many 
members of the Pacific sere ep rao Church, of St. Paul, Minn. 
expressing indignation at the conduct of Turkish soldiery toward 
1 residing in that country to the Committee on Foreign 

airs. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: Papers to accompany House bill No. 
9547, for the relief of W. J. Fletcher, of Georgia—to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Also, petition of the heirs of Susan Fickett, deceased, late of 
Fulton County, Ga., praying: reference of her war claim to the 
Court of Claims under the Bowman Act—to the Committee on 
War Claims, 

By Mr. LOUDENSLAGER: Petition of citizens of Elizabeth, 
N. J., for the United States Government to take active measures 
to enforce its demands apon the Government of Turkey for repa- 
ration for the injuries inflicted upon American citizens and their 
property in that country—to the Commiteee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MADDOX: Petition of the heirs of Joseph B. Austin, 
deceased, late of Paulding County, Ga., praying reference of his 
war claim to the Court of Claims under the Bowman Act—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MOZLEY: Petition of citizens of Ripley County, Mo., 

raying that Thomas E. Chapman, of said county, be placed upon 
the pension roll—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. OTEY: Petition of G. R. Henderson and 11 other me- 
chanical engineers of Roanoke, Va., and vicinity, urging the pas- 
yy a bill for improving the Navy—to the Committee on Naval 
airs. - 

By Mr. PAYNE: Resolutions of members of the Presbyterian 
church at Williamson, N. Y., in reference to outrages alleged to 
have been committed upon American citizens in Armenia—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. PITNEY: Petition of the manufacturers of plumbers’ 
ironware, favoring the passage of House bill No. 6116, relating to 
convict-labor competition—to the Committee on Labor. 

Also, petition of Charlton T. Lewis and others, committee of 
citizens of Morristown, N. J.; also petition of citizens of Eliza- 

beth, N. J., relative to troubles in Armenia—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. RAY: Petition of Reuben H. Waters, late of Company 
A, Hitty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers, ther with da- 
55 in his behalf, for his relief to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

ons. 


By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: Resolutions of the Connect- 
icut Society of the Sons of the Revolution, favoring the publica- 
tion of the records and papers of the Continental Congress—to 
the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. STEPHENSON: Petition of residents of Rapid River, 
Delta County, Mich., for the improvement of Rapid and White 
Mesa in the State of Michigan—to the Committee on Rivers an 


bors. 

By Mr. TRACEWELL: Petition of Robert E. Wilson, for 
3 to pension roll—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

ons. 

By Mr. TYLER: Petition of ladies of the Monday Club, of Nor- 
folk, Va., protesting against Turkish atrocities in Armenia—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

By Mr. WRIGHT: Petition of members of the Congregational 
church of Westhampton, Mass., concerning outrages to American 
citizens in Armenia—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 

HENRY M. TELLER, a Senator from the State of Colorado, ap- 
peared in his seat to-day. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN , and by unanimous consent, the read- 
ing of wie Hee ri the proceedings of Thursday last was dis- 
pensed 


INAUGURATION ARRANGEMENTS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed, under the resolution of the 
Senate of the 10th instant, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. ELKINS, and Mr. 
MITCHELL of Wisconsin as the committee to make the necessary 
5558 for the inauguration of the President-elect of the 
United States on the 4th day of March next. 


‘CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate two communi- 
cations from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of 
the provisions of the act of February 8, 1887, certified copies of 
the ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice- 
President from the States of Pennsylvania and Missouri; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in response to a resolu- 
tion of the 9th instant, the report of Capt. D. D. Gaillard, Corps 
of Engineers, United States y, of the preliminary survey of 
the Portland Channel in the Territory of Alaska; which, with 
the dee pee ine gre ghia referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, transmitting, in obedience to law, the claims of 
The William Cramp & Sons’ Ship and Engine Building Company 
against the Government for loss and damage due to delays alleged to 
have been caused by the Governmentin the construction of the New 
York, the Columbia, the Massachusetts, and the Indiana; which, 
with the accompanying papers, was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, transmitting, in obedience to law, the claim of 
N. P. Palmer, Jr., & Co., the Quintard Iron Works, against the 
Government for loss and damage due to delays alleged to have 
been caused by the Government in the construction of the ma- 
chinery of the United States armored cruiser Maine; which, with 
the accompanying papers, was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRICT TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, trans- 
mitting a report of the superintendent of the telegraph and tele- 
phone service of the District of Columbia relative to charges made 
in the District of Columbia to the public and to the Government 
for the use of telephones, and also for the use of telephones in 
other cities operated by underground and overhead wires; whi 
with the 3 papers, Was referred to the Committee o 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


1896. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PUBLIC PRINTER. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the annual 

rt of the Public Printer for the fiscal year ended June 30, 

1896; which was referred to the Committee on Printing, and 

ordered to be printed. : 
CREDENTIALS, 


Mr. BLANCHARD presented the credentials of Samuel Doug- 
las McEnery, chosen by the legislature of Louisiana a Senator to 
represent that State in the Senate of the United States for the 
term commencing the 4th day of March, 1897; which were read, 
and ordered to be filed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 

BROWNINd, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 

the following bills: 

: A bill S 724) granting an increase of pension to Helen M. Mal- 
ery; an 

A bill (S. 3245) granting a pension to Elvira Bachelder. 

The message announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bill and joint resolution, each with an amendment; in 
which amendments the concurrence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (S. 2306) to amend Title LX, chapter 3, of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to copyrights; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of 
the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled ! An act to repeal section 61 
of ‘An act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Govern- 
pore and for other purposes,’” which became a law August 28, 


The ie, further announced that the House had passed the 
orong bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
nate: 


A bill (H. R. 130) to carry out the findings of the Court of 
Claims in the case of Au P. Burditt; 

A bill (H. R. 2741) for the relief of Peter Cook, of Arkansas; 

A bill (H. R. 7083) to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors 
in the Canika! building, and for other p ; and 
1 . R. 8418) to confirm certain cash entries of public 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The m also announced that the S r of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon 
signed by the Vice-President: 


A bill (S. 264) providing for the location and purchase of public 
lands for reservoir sites; and 

A bill (S. 2047) extending the time within which the Univer- 
sity of Utah shall occupy lands heretofore granted to it. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the petition of Jacob B. Good 
and sundry other citizens of Lancaster County, Pa., praying com- 

nsation for loss of certain property taken by the United States 
8 which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Preise arkisin easag pia iar isar ga arare 

mgress, praying for the ent of pro ve and other legis- 
lation; which was referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also presented a petition of the Association of Ministers of 
Springfield, Ohio, pra for the enactment of a Sunday-rest law 
for the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 


He also ted a petition of the Association of Ministers of 
Springfield, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation ee 
e age of consent in t istrict of Columbia; which was refe: 


to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also prenia a petition of the Association of Ministers of 
Springfield, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation substi- 
tuting voluntary industrial arbitration for railway strikes; which 
was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of the Association of Ministers of 
Springfield, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation to pre- 
vent the nullification of State gambling laws; which was referred 
to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Board of Trade of Kansas 
City, Mo., praying Congress to acknowledge the independence of 
Cuba; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

He also presented sundry petitions of citizens of Ironton, Berne, 
and Delta, all in the State of Ohio; a petition of sundry citizens 
of Princeton, Ky., and a petition of sun citizens of Dansville, 
N. V., praying for the p e of the ed Dingley tariff bill; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of 229 commercial travelers of 
the United States and a petition of the South Dakota Immigration 
Association, praying for the passage of the bill for the restriction 
of immigration; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


He also presented the petition of T. L. Green, of the city of | ica 
XXIX-——_9 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


Washington, pra 


129 


i ying that an appropriation be made to pay the 
depositors of the failed Freedman’s Savings Bank; which was. 
erred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GEAR presented a petition of the Congregational church 
of Danville, Iowa, and a petition of 800 citizens of New London, 
Iowa, praying for the enactment of legislation to forbid the sale 
of liquors in all Government buildings; which were referred to 
the ittee on Education and Labor. 

He also peas the petition of J. W. Quillen and 70 rs 
citizens of Jefferson County, Iowa, and a petition of the Califo: 
Wool Association, praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. McMILLAN 3 a petition of the Bright wood Citi - 
zens’ Association of the District of Columbia, praying that an 
appropriation of $100,000 be made for the improvement of Rock 

eek Park; which was referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin presented a petition of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis., praying for the establish- 
ment of a department of commerce, the chief thereof to be a 
member of the President’s Cabinet; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Upper Mississippi River 
Pilots’ Association, praying for the construction of a pier or break- » 
water near the village of Pepin, Wis.; which was referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KYLE. I present a series of resolutions by the 
Sonth Dakota Immigration Association on the 3d instant, in favor 
of the of the pending immigration bill. As the bill is now 
under consideration in the Senate, I move that the resolutions lie 
on the table. 

The motion was to. 


Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon presented a petition of the Chamber 
of Commerce of Astoria, Huch praying for the early completion 
of the Nicaragua Canal; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of Clement Marciel, of Portland, 
Oreg., graying compensation for injuries received by him on or 
about the 16th day of August, 1896, while engaged in the capacity 
of plasterer and cement worker at the Government station on 
3 Rock, Oregon; which was referred to the Committee on 


ims. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I present a series of resolutions adopted at 
a union thanksgiving service in the town of Hudson; N. H., in 
reference to the Armenian question. The closing resolution I de- 
sire to put on record: 

That international and divine law would justify the t powers of 
Christendom in putting an end immediately to these atroci aren homens 
1 te the dismemberment and destruction of the Tur 

The resolutions are signed by G. W. Buzzell, pastor of the 
Methodist Episcopal church; C. D. Swett, pastor of the Baptist 
church, and F. P. Chapin, pastor of the Congregational church. 
Expressing sympathy With the sentiment expressed in these res- 
olutions, I move that they be referred to the Committee on For- 

ign Relations. : 

e motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GALLINGER. _ I present a series of resolutions adopted by 
the New Hampshire Medical Society June 2, 1896, relative to a 
bill now on the Calendar, for the further prevention of cruelty to 

i , commonly known as the antivivisection bill. I move 
that the resolutions lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THURSTON presented a petition of the eee 
church of Neligh, Nebr., praying for the enactment of legislation 
relieving the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. NELSON presented a petition of the Mississippi River Pilots’ 
Association, praying for the construction of a pier or breakwater 
in the Mississippi River near the village of Pepin, on Lake Pepin; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BURROWS presented petitions of the Papom & Bertsch 
Leather Company, of Grand Rapids, Mich.; of . Staples and 
sundry other citizens of Mon e, Mich.; and of William H. Boyd 
and sundry other citizens of Monroe County, Mich., praying f 
the of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which were ref 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MILLS presented a petition of sundry citizens of Vall 
Mills, Tex., praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley tarif 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on- Finance. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Houston, Tex., 

raying for the enactment of legislation in aid of the Wilberforce 
University: which was referred to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

He also presented a communication from members of societies 
of the Colonial Dames of America, in answer to a protest made 
by the origi New York Society of the Colonial Dames of Amery 
inst the passage of Senate bill No. 3087, incorporating tha, 
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National Society of the Colonial Dames of America; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. In June last the general assembly of 
Louisiana, in session at that time, passed a concurrent resolution 
memorializing the Congress of the United States to grant bellig- 
erent rights to the Cuban Republic, and asking the Louisiana Sen- 
ators and Representatives to support the same. Congress ad- 
journed shortly after the concurrent resolution was passed by the 
general assembly of Louisiana, and it has not heretofore been pre- 
sented to Congress. I now presentit and ask that it be printedin 
the RECORD. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, and ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as follows: 


House concurrent resolution memorializing the President and Sorrom of 
the United States to grant igerent rights to the Cuban Republic, an 
asking our Senators and Representatives to urge the President to 
secu the same. 

Be it resolved by the senate and house of representaties of Louisiana, That 
we extend our sympathy to the Cuban ple in their struggle for freedom 


and independence, and we request the and President of the United 
ublic, and ask our Sena- 


pats O grio rent rights to the Cu Re 
rs and Representatives in Congress to urge the dent toward 5 
the same, and that the secretary of state be instructed to transmit a copy 
these resolutions to the President and our Senators and Representatives in 
fike Hi 8. P. HENRY, 
Speaker o; louse o, ves. 
R. K NYDER, 
Lieutenant-Governor and President of the Senate. 


MURPHY J. FOSTER, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana, 


Mr. BLANCHARD presented a concurrent resolution of the 
legislature of Louisiana; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Senate concurrent resolution. 
Whereas the memorial of the New Orleans Post-Office Clerks’ Association 


Approved June 9, 1896. 


resented to the general assembly of the State of Louisiana calls our atten- 
ion to the fact that there is now pen: before the Congress of the United 
tates a bill, introduced by the Hon. N. D. Sperry, of Connecticut, entitled 


General, was reported favor- 
Roads; 


an 
hereas the of will not only ameliorate the lot of worth 
clerks and employees in the post-office section ÂT also furnish a antisfactory 
remedy for existing evils, secure better service, and be advantageous to the 
public at large: Therefore 
Be it resolved by the senate (the house My Bi ee ee concurring therein), 
That our Senators ang: r ngress be requested to favor the 


aforesaid House bill ( y 1 
Be it further resolved, That oes of this resolution be forwarded to each 
Senator and Representative of Congress of this State. 
Speaker of the Hi 8. p. ENR 
T 0; ouse o, ntatives, 
R. H. YDER, 
Lieutenant-Governor and President of the Senate. 
ed June 9, 1896. 
S tard ay ‘HY J. FOSTER, 
Governor of State of Louisiana. 


Mr. TURPIE presented a petition of the Silent Army of Deaf 
Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines of the United States, pra: for 
an increase of pension for total deafness; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of the Business Men’s Association 
of Evansville, Ind., praying that an appropriation be made for the 
improvement of the Mississippi River at its mouth; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of Weil Bros. & Co., of Fort Wayne, 
Ind., praying for the of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. TURPIE (for Mr. VOORHEES) promena a petition of sun- 
dry wool dealers of Madison, Ind., and a petition of the California 
Wool Association, praying for the 88 of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also (or Mr. VOORHEES) 8 the petition of John M. 
Mott, of Chicago, III., praying for the enactment of legislation to 
secure admission of silver to the mints for free and unlimited coin- 
age on individual account into full legal-tender money and to 
establish 412} grains of standard silver as the sole money unit of the 
United States; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also (for Mr. 8 presented a communication from 
members of societies of the Colonial Dames of America, in answer 
toa protest made by the original New York Society of the Colonial 
Dames of America against the passage of Senate bill No. 3087, 
incorporating the National Society of the Colonial Dames of 
America; which was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of the Board of Trade of 
Kansas City, Mo., praying Congress to acknowledge the inde- 

namos of Cuba; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 

ations. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Saline County, 
II., and a petition of the California Wool Association, praying 


for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Pontiac, III., 
praying for the enactment of legislation for the relief of the suffer- 
ing Armenians in Turkey; which was referred to the Committee 


on Foreign Relations. 
He also praen aa a petition of the Immigration Restriction 
League of Washington, D. C., praying for the restriction of immi- 


gration and the passage of the so-called Lod 
tion bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented a petition of the Board of Trade of 
Kansas City, Mo., praying Congress to acknowledge the independ- 
ence of Cuba, and also to put a stop to the persecutions of the 
Armenians by the Turks; which was refe: to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Neosho, Mo. 
praying for the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States Sipe Seppe the Deity; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. QUAY presented a 8 of 160 operators of the Kent 
Manufacturing Company of Delaware County, Pa., and a petition 
of the Wool Association of California, praying for the e of 
the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a poruon of sundry citizens of Pittsburg, Pa., 
praying for the enactment of legislation relieving the suffering 
Armenians in Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of the American Economic Asso- 
ciation and the American Statistical Association, praying for the 
enactment of 1 tion providing for the more effective organi- 
zation of the United*States census; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Census. 

Mr. ALDRICH presented a tion of 1,500 employees of the 
Riverside Worsted Mills, of Providence R. I., praying for the 
paneo of the so-called Dingley tariff pill ; which was referred to 

e Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition of the California Wool Asso- 
ciation, praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

THE BEET-SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


Mr. ALLEN. I present a carefully prepared paper by R. M. 
Allen, of Nebraska, upon the development of the beet-sugar indus- 
try in that State. I move that the paper be printed as a miscella- 
neous document and referred to the Committee on Agriculture 
and Forestry. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 505) for the relief 
of Rev. Edwin Warriner, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. PETTIGREW, from the Committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 3328) to amend an act entitled An 
act to re the timber-culture laws, and for other purposes,” 
reported it without amendment. 

. HOAR. I am directed by the Committee on the Judiciary, 

to whom was referred the bill (S. 3313) for the relief of John N. 
Quackenbush, late a commander in the United States Navy, to 
report it favorably, without amendment. It is a bill which has 
the Senate several times, and it passed at the last session, 

t did not get to the President in time for his signature at the 
close of the session. I ask that it may now be considered. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Massachusetts 
asks unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill 
wie uy by him. 

r. HOAR. Let it be read for information. 

The 38 read the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? 

Mr. CHANDLER. What is the request as to that bill? 

Mr. HOAR. The request is that it be now passed. A similar 
bill passed the Senate at the last session. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I object, Mr. President. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will allow me before he objects, I 
will state thata similar bill passed both Houses at the last session, 
and it has passed the Senate I think a dozen times, always passing 
without any dissenting vote, but it did not reach the President in 
time for him to give it his attention at the close of the last session. 
Therefore its now is a mere formality. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Iknow that all the Senator says is true; but 
I have very good reasons for making the objection, which I will 
with pleasure communicate to him. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection being made to the consid- 
eration of the bill, it will be placed on the Calendar. 


rliss immigra- 


1896. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GALLINGER introduced a bill (S. 3361) granting a pension 
to Sarah R. Frary; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3362) granting a pension to Francis 
H. Staples; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying papos, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

r. 


MAN introduced a bill (S. 3363) to authorize C. E. 
Marr and E. H. Pierce to accept testimonials from the Canadian 
government; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8864) to authorize Lieut. Col. W. H. 
Forwood and Dr. George H. Penrose to accept certain testimonials 
from the Argentine Government; which was read twice byits title, 
and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

He also introduged a bill (S. 8365) to authorize Commander E. S. 
Houston, United States Navy, to t a portrait of the Emperor of 
Germany; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying papers, referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3860) to authorize Admiral T. O 


Selfridge, United States Navy; Capt. G. H. Wadleigh, United 
States Na ; Lieut. Commander H. H. Gheen, Uni States 
Navy; Pa: ter J. B. Redfield, United States Navy; Lieut. J. J. 


Hunker, United States Navy; Surg. D. N. Bertolette, United 
States Navy, and Ensign R. L. Russell, United States Navy, to 
accept medals presented to them by the Russian Government; 
which was twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
pape referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

r. TURPIE introduced a bill (S. 8367) granting a 8 to 
William Nocks; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
. referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. (0) N introduced a bill (S. 8368) to authorize the 
President of the United States to appoint and confer the rank of 
first lieutenant of marines upon the leader of the United States 
Marine Band; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (S. 3369) relating to crimes 
naan the circulation of lawful money of the United States; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. HALE introduced a bill (S. 3370) 5 a pension to 
Emily E. Atherton; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (S. 3371) toamend 
an act entitled An act to forfeit certain lands heretofore granted 
for the purpose of aiding in the construction of railroads, and for 
other purposes,” approved September 29, 1890, and the several acts 
amendatory thereof; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8372) granting a pension to Thomas 
H. Scudder, of Independence, Oreg.; which was read twice by its 
title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8878) granting a pension to 
Arethusa Wright, of Sheridan, Oreg.; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8374) for the relief of Clement Mar- 
ciel, of Portland, Oreg.; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. WILSON introduced a bill Se 8375) authorizing the con- 
struction of a bridge across the Columbia River,in the State of 
Washington; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (S. 3376) authorizing every 
judge of a district court of the United States to appoint a steno- 
graphic reporter, and fixing the duties and compensation of such 
reporter; which was read twice by its title,and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8377) granting a pension to Charles 
A. D. Wiswell, of Ainsworth, Nebr.; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GEAR introduced a bill (S. 3378) granting a pension to 
James M. Fry; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. QUAY (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3379) to amend 
section 2 of an act to incorporate the Washington Market Com- 
pany; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing papers, referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

r. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3380) granting a pension to 
James R. Zearing; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CALL introduced a bill (S. 8381) granting pension to Lena 
D. Smith; which was read twice by its title, ana referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 
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Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill oe for the adjustment 


and correction of the selection of lands by the State of Missouri 
under the act of Congress of July 2, 1862, donating to the States 
lands for the benefit of colleges of agriculture and mechanic arts; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, 

Mr. CAFFERY introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 170) to 
authorize and direct the Secretary of War to have made a survey 
of the pass at Point a L’Outre, near the Southwest Pass of the 
Mississippi River; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CALL introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 171) reques 
the President of the United States to demand the release of 


citizens of the United States held in confinement at Ceuta or else- 


where in violation of the treaty with Spain and of international 
law; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 3 
Mr. HANSBROUGH introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 172) 
providing for a comprehensive index to Government publications 
m 1881 to 1893; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


NATIONAL MONETARY COMMISSION. 


Mr. PEFFER. I introduce a joint resolution providing for the 
appointment of a national monetary commission, and that it 
be read at the desk, printed, and lie on the table. I desire to give 
notice that upon the first day when the Senate is in session after 
the 1st of January next, immediately after the morning business 
is concluded, I shall ask the Senate to indulge me while I submit 
some remarks upon the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 169) providing for the appointment 
of a national mone commission was read the first time by 
its title and the second time at length, and ordered to lie on the 
table, as follows: 


Whereas during the cany immediately preceding the late Presidential 
Rover oe the ounce wa the leading issue discussed 


election the mone’ 
before the people; and 
Whereas the contending parties in that campaign pro: d four distinct 

and different cies, namely: (1) National monometallism; (2) interna- 
tional gold and silver imetailism ata ratio eed upon by the nations; (3 
national silver and gold bimetallism at the ratio of 16 to 1, with Governmen 
papo money redeemable in coin; (4) national silver and gold bimetallism at 

he ratio of 16 to 1, supplemen: by Government full legal-tender paper 
money; an 


d 

Whereas the result of the election does not show that a majority of the 
voters favor any of said policies; and 

‘Whereas it is agreed on all sides that a permanent adjustment of these 
differences is of supreme importance: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House 0; vg ar peri of the United States 
of America in e e uape That the ident of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, d to appoint four loners, one from the Na- 
tional Democrat oar one from the Republican , one from the Dem- 
ocrat party, and one from the Populist or People’s Party. These four shall 
choose a Auth, and ap or they constitute a national mone com- 

on, whose duty it shall be to examine and study the general subject 
nance in its practical relations to the business affairs of the people of the 
United States. In such examination the on shall invite suggestions, 
arguments, and plans by individuals, persons, and by amats and representa- 
tives of organized bodies, and shall make * — quiry among farmers, 
wage earners, merchants, manufacturers, ers, rs, and other busi- 
ness men to learn their views with respect to defectsin our exist: cial 
methods and the proper remedies therefor, and to ascertain what material 
points they are upon and on what they disagree. The commission 
shall consider all matters presented to them or brought to their attention 
and which are relevant to the inquiry with which yom Be) charged; the 
shall 8 all ar; ents, pepan and documents submitted to them, an: 
. —— with their conclusions thereon, by bill or other - 
—.— with a view of ee a permanent monetary system for the 
United States which will cure defects in existing methods and provide for 
the country a safe and sound currency. 

The commission may sit at the cities of New York, Chicago, Denver, San 
Francisco, and New Orleans. 

The four commissioners to be selected by the President shall be appointed 
within thirty oe after the approval of this joint resolution; they shall meet 
within twenty days after the day of their ap tment, at a time and 
fixed by the commissioner first named by the President, when and w 
they shall choose by ballot the fifth co: oner, who shall be some person 
of re d learning in monetary science. A ease’ f of votes s be 
sufficient to elect. As soon as practicable after the choice of the fifth com- 
missioner the five shall assemble and organize ii Bree appointment of one of 
their number as president and one as secretary. eco; on may appoint 
a clerk, a stenographer, and sergeant-at-arms. The salaries of the commis- 
sioners shåll be $100 r month, and the clerk, hey ot and sergeant-at- 
arms shall receive a month, all payable ws the arer of the United 
pan on ieee certified by the secretary of the commission and approved 

y its president. 

A reasonable allowance for rent of rooms for the use of the commission and 

traveling expenses of thi shall be advanced from 


the sergean 
commission. But nothing shall be allowed © CO! oners or 
their assistants when not traveling in the discharge of their official duties, 
or for private room rent, 

The commission shall conclude its work and report within twelve months 
aft erthe date of its organization unless further time is granted by Con- 

For the purpose of 8 tho expenses of the commission herein pro- 
vided for, the sum of $50,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
conan dog ropriated out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 


T A 
p This joint resolution shall take effect and be in force on the day next fol- 


lowing the day of its approval. 
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AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 
Mr. BLACKBURN submitted sundry amendments intended to 


be by him to the naval appropriation bill; which were 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
rinted. 

= Mr. PETTIGREW submitted an amendment intended to be 

proposed by him to the sundry civil a; ion bill; which was 

referred to the Committee on Military irs, and ordered to be 


printed. 

He also submitted two amendments intended to be proposed by 
him to the Indian appropriation bill; which were referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred to 
e ee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to 

e alsosubmitted an amendment intended to be pr: by him 
to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

HOLIDAY RECESS. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations: 


Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That when 
the two Houses ourn on Tu E 
adjourned until 12 o'clock meridian on Tu y, January 5, 1897. 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Columbia be, and hereby 


directed to inquire what, if any, action is contemplated by the Commis- 
ee eho sald District thot ot angen — 


IMPRISONMENT ABROAD OF NATURALIZED CITIZENS. 


Mr. CALL submitted the following resolution; which was read, 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and is hereby, directed to send to 
the Senate a re of all naturalized citizens of the United States of whose 
arrest and im t, or trial, or con impris- 


8 the nature ot the e 
files of the State 


KILLING OF GEN. ANTONIO MACEO. 
Mr. CALL. Isubmitfor reference to the Committee on Foreign 


Relations the resolution which I send to the desk. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


9828 of Cuba, if true, while under a flag of 

0 ic W. ra 

with an assurance . was a viola- 

tion of the rules of ci War, an „a 

and which execration of every Government and of 

all of the world, whe civilized or savage; that the Govern- 

ment w. authorizes, or fails to the who are con- 
in any way with this th the extreme of 

the law is an ou from „CFF 

tion and public law; that the Committee on be, and is 
FFC 

an early day. 


Mr. HALE. There was so much confusion in the Chamber that 
I could not understand whether the Senator desires action on the 
part of the Senate or whether the resolution is to be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CALL. Iasked that it be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. > 

Mr. HALE. To that I have no objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so referred. 


AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 


Mr. MORGAN. I offer a resolution, and ask that it be printed 
and lie on the table. I will state that on to-morrow I shall ask 
the ind ce of the Senate to make some observations upon it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator request the reading 
of the resolution? 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not care about having it read. Let it be 
printed and lie on the table. k 

The resolution was ordered to be printed and to lie on the table, 
as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate, That th 
incom 


e President is requested, if it is not, in his 
ible with the public service. 


to send to the Senate copies 
the Island of Cuba which 


e papers relat go the tion of affairs in 
are referred to in report of the Secretary of State that accom: his 
last annual as papers collectedin the annual volume enti For- 
Relations of United States.” 


t 
S citizens of the United States against 5 growing 
out of the alleged insacrection now existing in the Island of Gaba 


0 of counsel 
S 
PRINTING OF REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That there be printed immediately, for the use of the Senate, 
addition to the usual number, 300 copies of the report of the — — — 
State to the President for the year said copies to be delivered to the 
document room of the Senate. 


COLUMBIA RIVER SALMON FISHERIES. 


Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon submitted the followi 
rent resolution; which was referred to the Committee on 


concur 
heries: 


Whereas the Columbia River is the only stream in the world wh: th 
Chinook salmon is found in all its perfection, no other known — 
— alae the Chinook salmon in the tributari 
es 
of the Columbia River has I since the ental the 
on lum bia River, 8 funds experi by Pens i eng 
of keeping the annual run of the 


having demonstrated 
Chinook in the river up to the maximum; and 

Whereas the State and the United States Government are now 
only ting a suffi: number of young Chinook to prevent a diminu- 
CCC ran, when 2h DART ce the output of young salmon 
aoe the hatcheries ought to be brought up toan average of a year; 
an 

Whereas the salmon-packing industry is the largest manufacturing indus- 
try, with one exception, in the Northwest, its wage roll being 600,000 a 
ert the industry using the product of the factories of every of the 

nited States; it being a large exporter of its finished product and an 
importer only of such mat as are a source of much revenue to the 

W. i salmon has become well known and sough’ 

we much b 

fish, both t the United States and the world over, it is 
greatly desired that said be furnished to the people as cheaply as possible, 

order that it may be an article of food for the masses rather aluxury 
for the few; and 

Whereas the United States Fish Commission has 


ry of the Interior be, and he is . to set . — the 
te of the tributaries of the Colum- 
extent and in 


Mr. PLATT. I move that the Senate concur in the amendment, 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the effect of the amendment? 

Mr. PLATT. The effectof the amendment is that an injunction 
shall not be ted in the matter referred to without notice to the 
defendant. I think it is a proper amendment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


OBLIGATIONS OF LEGAL CONTRACTS. 


Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I desire to call up and have laid 
before the Senate a resolution introduced by me on Wednesday 


last. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
resolution indicated by the Senator from Nebraska. The resolu- 
tion will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution submitted by Mr. ALLEN on 
the 9th instant, as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the settled doctrine in the United States of America 
that no State possesses constitutional power to impair the obligations of 
oo contracts, either by direct: !. ion or by 1 tion that withdraws 

substantial remedies from their enforcement. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, the success of the Populist p. 
at the late election in many States, and notably in Kansas an 
Nebraska, has provoked much discussion in the Eastern press and 
among Eastern statesmen aia erage, ponas that will be pur- 
sued during the years of Populistic i tion. Many prophe- 
cies of h e legislation and adverse administrations haye been 


of | made. It has been frequently predicted, if not positively asserted, 


that the legislation of those States this winter will be such as to 
retard, if not prohibit, the enforcement of legal contracts, and by 
that means impair their obligations. It has also been stated that 
the Populist party is hostile to the enforcement of legal obligations, 


and has no conception of their sacredness, 
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I will pass over the dense ignorance irresistibly implied in asser - 


tions of this character for the purpose of saying that so far as 
Nebraska is concerned, while her legislature will be under the 
control of the Populist party and her administration will shortly 
pass into the hands of its representatives, there is not the slightest 
ground to fear that anything will be done that will in any respect 
violate legal obligations or place a barrier across the pathway of 
their prompt and effectual enforcement. 

The Populist A 8855 of Nebraska is composed of men who under- 
stand quite well the inviolability of all contracts as well as the 
sacredness of public and private property and the rights of citi- 
zens. The party was not born to destroy, but to build up and 
make more secure the rights of all, and to give to all that full 
measure of justice their position as members of society entitles 
them to. 

I wish to utterly repudiate assertions of an intended menace of 
the rights of property or contracts by the legislature and incoming 
administration of Nebraska. Two years ago we elected the pres- 
ent honored chief executive of our State by a bare plurality of 
3,100. It was asserted then that his election would impair the 
credit of the State, but the argument was not heeded. Instead of 
impairing its credit, his election seems to have strengthened it, 
for he was reelected in November last by a majority of nearly 
22,000. The other gentlemen chosen for the subordinate State 
offices are competent business men of experience and high char- 
acter; they are patriotic citizens, believers in law and order, and 
will discharge their respective duties conservatively, conscien- 
tiously, and to the best interests of all. Those who live elsewhere 
and have, or may have, obligations against the State, or any of its 
subdivisions, or citizens, will not be deprived of entering our courts 
and apes them as fully and completely as they can in the 
courts of their own State. They will find no prejudice against 
them or their cause if meritorious. Our j ill compare very 
favorably with those of the oldest States of Union in point of 
ability, integrity, and a knowledge of the duties of their offices. 
They will hold the scales of justice ee, eevee between residents 
and nonresidents; they will enforce legal obligations in their 
letter and spirit, and defeat those in violation of law; they are, in 
every conceivable respect, abreast of the times and fully armed 
and equipped, by character and education, to impartially dis- 
charge their duties without fear or favor. 

Mr. President, I personally know many members of the incom- 
ing legislature, and all by reputation. They, too, are gentlemen 
of high character and ability. The majority are Populists and 
silver Democrats, but they are none the worse for that. They are 
loyal sons of Nebraska and of the Union. They will be guilty of 
nothing rash, nothing that will impair the standing of the State, 
nothing that will destroy its credit or detract from its glory, but 
they will, on the contrary, build up and make better and more 
secure, and inspire confidence in all. 

Eastern holders of stocks in our 8 corporations sometimes 
express fear of hostile legislation, and I desire to say to them that 
such a feeling is groundless, While Ido not doubt that the legis- 
lature will enact measures looking to the prevention of overcapi- 
talization, wild and reckless management, and will take stron 
grounds against railways interfering in political matters an 
favoring one ponia party by the free service of their trains to 
the rigid exclusion of others from a like privilege, yet so far as 
equitableand just passenger and freight rates are concerned there 
will be nothing done of which any fair-minded man may justly 
complain. 

There is now pending in the Supreme Court of the United 
States a case from Nebraska involving the constitutionality of a 
maximum freight rate act passed by our legislature several years 
ago. The case may or may not be decided before the present 
legislature, under the constitution, will be required to adjourn; 
but Iam safe in saying that, whatever the decision may be, there 
Will be nothing done by the legislature that will savor of malice, 
hostility, or injustice, or of which the railways or their stock- 
holders can in the slightest degree rightfully complain. The bill 
may be reintroduced and carried along to a point where the legis- 
lature can amend it should the decision of the court impair it, 
but the new act will not be radical or impair the substantial 
rights of any. 

ebraska has many industries of very great importance. Two 
extensive beet-sugar factories have been erected in the State, one 
being located in the county in which I have the honor to reside. 
More than a million dollars have been put into these plants and the 
legislature has been invoked from time to time to render assist- 
ance to the enterprise and enable it to determine by experiment 
whether the soil of Nebraska is capable of profitably growing 
De Republ legisl ed ala 

o years ago a Republican legislature enacted a law granting 

to the owners of these factories, and to those that might be 
erected, five-eighths of a cent per poung bounty on all sugar pro- 
duced in the State, on condition that the proprietors would pay 
to the producers of the beets $5 per ton. It did not, however, 
make a specific appropriation to carry out the act, which, under 


es 


OaE es penis ee must be done before public moneys can be exs; 
pen 

It has been frequently and persistently predicted that this enter- 

rise would be raided and destroyed by the incoming legislature. 
must say that Ido not approve of all gentlemen owning these 
factories have done in promoting their interests, but I have 
no fear that they will be injuriously affected by unjust legisla- 
tion. While it isa 3 1 whether porasi should 
engage in a ent policy of bounty giving, yet so wi read 
is the beliet that our soil is capable of producin By un- 
limited quantities of sugar beets that can ofitably manufac- 
tured into sugar, that aid will not be withheld until an effectual 
trial has been made and the question fairly and effectually deter- 
mined, The benefits of the act of which I speak inure largely 
to the producers of beets, and as a result there was paid last year, 
and will be paid this year, $60,000 to beet producers that would 
not have otherwise been paid them. : 
What Ihave said ting beet sugar may also be said respect- 
chicory. A bounty has been granted upon chicory, and chicory 

s are in operation in Neb: „ and the industry promises 
to be one of very t profit. 

The Populists of Nebraska understand quite as well as the peo- 
ple of any other section of the Union that it is highly important 
and profitable to the State to diversify our industries as far as can 
be done without too heavy a tax on the people. I ama believer 


in this doctrine 8 5 

The law to which I refer will not expire by its terms for one year 
more, and I think the legislature will make an appropriation to 
carry out its provisions, a thing that their Republican predecessors 
should have done, however ill advised its passage in the first 
instance may have The owners of these factories have com- 
plied with law, and an observance of good faith requires that 
they should receive the promised bounty. I think the legislature 
will inaugurate a policy that will encourage new industries, thus 
taking a portion of our people from the farm and placing them in 
other pursuits, where they will no longer be competitors as pro- 
ducers of farm products, but become producers of other u 
things, while they remain consumers of the products of the farm. 
Jam not arguing in favor of a high protective tariff; Iam only 
arguing in favor of that indisputable power and right inherent 
in every State to pursue an industrial policy that will, in the judg- 
ment of its legislature, result in the greatest good to the greatest 
number. 

The gentlemen who are engaged in the beet-sugar industry are 
not members of the American ugar Trust, as has been frequently 
asserted; that fact was fully disclosed in the investigation that 
was held by a special Senate committee, appointed in 1894, of which 
I had the honor to bea member. They are free from any entan- 
glin alliance with that gigantic institution; they are engaged in 

eveloping an industry new in this country, and which I do not 
doubt twill eventually prove profitable, not only to them and their 
associates, but to the people of the Western States, and for that 
matter to the entire Union. 

Mr. President, these facts are known and understood by tho 
legislature of Nebraska, as they are known and understood by me 
and other citizens. The Populist legislature—and I speak for Ne- 
braska only—can be relied on to act conservatively, wisely, and 
justly in all respects, and to give to every man, woman, and child 

neath the sun, whether a citizen of the State, or far-off Russia, 
for that matter, a full measure of equal and exact justice. 

I deny with all the strength I possess the slightest imputation 
against the incoming administration of Nebraska. Nomoreloyal, 
intelligent, capable business men can be found in any State in the 
Union than those who will compose it for the next two years, and 
if any Eastern man or 3 is still solicitous respecting the 
course that will be pursued I can say to them that the time has 
come when in justification of their own intelligence they should 
cease false assertions against the State and against those who are 
to discharge its official duties. 

The Populist Tay of Nebraska will engage in overhauling the 
State offices and State institutions that for twenty-nine years havé 
been under unbroken Republican rule. They will enact an elec- 
tion Jaw that will be just to all, but which can not be tortured by 
construction in the interest of one political party and against thi 
interest of another; one that will secure to every citizen an hon 
and free ballot; they will engage in legislation that will affect th 
general policy of the State; in amending vicious legislation 
by their predecessors, and in affording the people protection in 
many respects which has been denied them for years. The name 
of 3 will never be justly chargeable with repudiation in 
any form. 

om the Omaha World-Herald of November 25 I read the fol - 
lowing press dispatch: 


Boston, MAss., November g. 


The jubilee 88 and celebration of the Home Market Club, in honor of 
the election of William McKinley, was held at Mechanics’ Hall this orem 
Senator Hoar, of Massachusetts,was among those who addressed the 


He said in : 
. thing to think that States like Kansas and Nebraska, 
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children of New E 
e t to find—if we 
a „the t communities where churches abound and where the schools 
are the in the world, should have lent themselves to this crazy attempt 
at revolution and this passionate crusade of dishonor.” 

There are some respects in which these remarks of the senior 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] need correction. Ne- 
braska is not a child of New England, however desirable that 
might be. The population of Nebraska is heterogeneous; our peo- 

le come from every State and Territory in the Union. Many of 
Dian formerly resided in Bohemia, the German States, England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Italy, and,in 
fact, many came from different ts of the habitable globe. 
Many, it is true, came from New England, and, be it said to their 
lasting honor, they are true Nebraskans, and while they love New 
England as a child loves its parents, they are not blind to her faults 
nor her virtues. The population of Ne is oy becomi 
homogeneous, and all, yc ral of birthplace, are deep 8 
to the State and to its welfare and are keenly sensible of the neces- 
sity of her bearing a good name. They are, therefore, jealous of 
any imputation against it, and the senior Senator from Massa- 
chusetts was somewhat bod gr he to say the least, in saying, as 
he is reported to have said, that Nebraska engaged in a crazy 
‘attempt at revolution and a passionate crusade of dishonor.” 

Mr. ident, Nebraska is a land of churches and schools, and 
they are among the best in the world. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts does not find fault with our local institutions; he only 

bles, whines, and scolds because, in the exercise of an un- 
Aonbtsd right of freemen, the electors of Nebraska saw fit, by a 
clear majority, to elevate to power members of the Populist party. 
He speaks of it as this craz betray at revolution and passionate 
crusade of dishonor.” Mr. Presiden , Nebraska has never engaged 
in a revolution that was not pacific and lofty in its character and 
directly within the true province of a Christian government. 

Massachusetts possesses nothing in Nebraska that should entitle 
her foremost man to speak of our people as the senior Senator 
from that State has done. While we accord to Massachusetts her 
rights, and look upon her as an older and therefore a more com- 
pact and better-organized community than ours, we do not look 
to her for advice on a political, social, scientific, religious, or any 
other question. 

Nebraska can not justly have laid at her door the charge that 
her citizens called or were represented in a convention that had 
for its chief purpose a treasonable plot to dissolve the Union. In 
the oniy great crisis in the history of our country, when Nebraska 
was a Territory, she gave as large a percentage of her popalason 
to the cause of the Union as any other State, and her soldiers were 
as valorous and chivalric as any that ever marched upon the field 
of battle. She has not engaged in a crusade of dishonor, and I re- 

t that the venerable Senator from Massachusetts should permit 
himself to be led into such extravagant expressions. 

I do not speak of this oe as strongly as I feel, 
but I must be permitted to say that it was an unwarranted, gratui- 
i i e chag = to an honest, 8 5 poor; 

t struggli is people. Sir, the of illiteracy 
in Nebraska is smaller than in e ee Her churches 
and schools, according to her ulation, are fully as numerous 
and as well equipped 5 Chris tian and secular education 
as are those of Massachusetts. Our charitable institutions are 
among the finest of the world; our people are industrious, econom- 
ical, honest, intelligent, eee and loyal. 

It can not be truthfully said of Nebraska that she joined ina 
crazy and dishonorable crusade to enforce the provisions of a brutal 
fugitive-slavelaw. Her people have never been guilty of mobbing 
one of their own eitizens for no greater offense than raising his 
voice against oppression and wrong. The stillness of her atmos- 

‘phere has not been broken by the appeals for assistance of cring- 
ing men and defenseless women and children, guilty of no offense 
but fleeing to her soil for freedom, only to be captured and 
placed in c by her citizens and returned to servitude for a 
reward. Whatever may be said of Nebraska, she has not been 
5 40 of ord of these crimes against the laws of God and civ- 

ization. She has never dishonored her foremost citizen, when 
living, for extolling the cause of liberty, and placed wreaths on 
his ve, when dead, because he had been the friend of liberty. 

‘She done none of these, and no dishonor of this kind attaches 
to her name or imperils her glory. 

What was the“ 5 at revolution and passionate cru- 
sade of dishonor” of which the Senator from Massachusetts spoke. 
Nothing, sir, more than that a majority of the people of Nebraska, 
believing that silver is money of the Constitution, and that it 
should be coined at the ratio of 16 to 1, upon terms of equality 
with gold, saw fit to cast their ballots in November last for the 
elevation of one of her foremost citizens and the most brilliant 
orator of the age to the Presidency. Was there anything revolu- 
tionary in that? Was there anything dishonorable in it? Was 


‘land, that have great farming populations where we 
d anywhere—sobriety, integrity, steadiness, conserv- 


it a “crusade of dishonor?” Sir, for eighty-one years of our 
national existence silver had been thus coined, and until it was 


demonetized in 1873 by a “crazy attempt at revolution and a 

assionate crusade of dishonor,” in which some of the representa- 

ve men of Massachusetts participated, and by which they sought 
to confiscate one-half the property of the debtor classes of the 
nation. If there can be more dishonor in public affairs, or in 
een than the confiscation of the property of its citizens, 
directly or . I do not know where or in what direction 
it can be found. Massachusetts possesses a monopoly of use- 
ful knowledge of the financial question, or any other, for that 
matter I have yet to learn the fact. 

Mr. President, it is poena that a man can be born under an- 
other sun and in another clime than that of Massachusetts and 
possess a modicum of intelligence and patriotism and learn the 
sharp line of demarcation between revolution and a ionate 
crusade of dishonor” on the one hand, and lofty patriotism and a 
high sense of public and private duty on the other. I say, sir, it 
is possible, because I well understand that there are those who 
have been born and live in Massachusetts who have conceived 
a most bitter hatred for the West and everything Western, and 
who believe that neither good nor intelligence can be found in 
that section of the country. The painon of the people of 
Nebraskais as broad and limitless as her plains; their Christianity 
and sense of duty are as pure and untainted as her atmosphere, 
Never thus far in the history of the State has she been guilty of 
dishonor, and never as long as intelligence is predominant and 
God reigns in the hearts of her people will she be guilty of any- 
thing that will place a stain upon her good name or that will 
cause her to be spoken of by honest, intelligent, and fair-minded 
half not speak length his 

s not now at len, respecting this matter, as I will 
at another time. I have only embraced the first opportunity pre- 
sented to declare that Nebraska, though under the domination of 
the Populist party, will be true to her teachings and will be an 
honor to herself and the Union of which she is and will continue 
to be a foremost member. 

Mr. President, it is an error to always look upon the accusing 
source as pure. Many times the accuser is more ty than the 


accused, Shakespeare, who has emn thə world more useful 
knowledge than any other single individual, in my judgment, very 
aptly put the truth in this language: 

The jury, g on the prisoner's life, 

ek the sworn twelve have a thief or two 

Guiltier than him they try. 


I may be permitted to add that it is not improbable that among 
those who accuse Nebraska and Kansas there may be found a few 
more guilty than those they try. 

oe oi heresy x osamo that 3 of the zonton is so 
well understood by the people o s country, and especially 
Populists, who are always abreast of the ae and familiar With 
the latest and best sty iy on political and legal questions, that 
it will not be necessary for me to discuss it at length. 

Section 10, Article I, of the Constitution declares, among other 
things, that no State shall pass any law impairing the obliga- 
tions of contracts.” The States when they entered the Union sur- 
rendered this power. Of course no enlightened government 
would attempt the enactment of such a law, notwithstandin 
there might benoconstitutional prohibition. Contracts are sa - 
their obligation must not be anpara, and no one understands 
this more fully or more completely than the 3 1 55 of the West, 
nor have they the slightest desire to do so. It is the ambition of 
our people to get out of debt, to pay their honest obligations as 
rapidly as they mature in the utmost good faith and to the utmost 
farthing, and to enjoy an era of prosperity. They invite and will 
welcome new enterprises and new capital, and aaah enterprises and 
capital will be safe under the laws to be passed by the incoming 

e ture. 

cannot understand the motivesthat prompt accusationsagainst 
the integrity of Nebraska and Kansas, or any other State, for that 
matter, that may have seen fit to elect Populist State officers. Sir, 
we are American citizens. We understand the duties and obliga- 
tions imposed upon us as citizens, and we understand our rights 
as well. It is the desire of all having a habitation on the soil of 
Nebraska to make the State one of the brightest and best of the 
Union. May it not be possible that in the future history of our 
glorious country, when the greater republic is to be built, restin 
on the foundations of the present, Nebraska, with her teeming mil - 
lions of intelligent people and her boundless natural and ane 
resources, will be called on to take her full share of responsibility, 
as I trust she will be awarded her full measure of praise? d 
when that time comes we will shrink from no responsibility or 
9 contributing our full measure to the glorious result. 

President, Nebraska will successfully weather every gale that 

may beset her pathway. Her sturdy sons and fair daughters will 
not become discouraged and give way under imputations like 
those I have noticed. The battle for better conditions will be re- 
newed and waged to its utmost to make her one of the foremost, 
as she is now one of the most important, States of the Union, and 


1896. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


135 


5 be done under the administration of the Populist party, for 

e world should know that that epi has come into power to 
administer the affairs of the State for numberless years to come. 
The Populists understand well that their legislation must be of a 
character that will meet the approval and judgment of all to enable 
itto continuein power, They understand well that whatever they 
may do this winter will be 8 aside by a Republican admin- 
istration unless it be of a character to meet with popular approval 
and to continue the party in power. 

I have no utterances of complaint against any other section of 
the country. I am not prepared to charge any with disloyalty or 
with engaging in a passionate crusade of dishonor” because the: 
may not entertain my political opinions. I am willing to acco: 
to every man and every . right to think and act as 
they may see proper, 80 og as they do not trespass upon the 
like right of others, and I will not fail to do them justice here or 
elsewhere. I demand a like right for Nebraska, I trust the res- 
olution will be adopted. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution submitted by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN]. 

Mr. HOAR and Mr. GALLINGER. What is the resolution, Mr. 
President? z 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the settled doctrine in the United States ọf America 
52 ta Sleek AL ee Uy Aa tok R 

substantial remedies trom their enforcement. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution. $ 

Mr. HOAR. I hope the Senate may be full when action is had. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll. 

Mr. HOAR. The resolution seems to be reenacting the Consti- 
tution of the United States. My attention was called away from 
the Senator’s speech, and there may be something in the resolution 


that is not koprene 

Mr. HARRIS. What is the pending question upon which the 
roll is to be called? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. A resolution has been submitted by 
the Senator from Nebraska . ALLEN], and the Chair will state 
that the absence of a quorum having been suggested, he has ordered 
acall of the roll of the Senate in order to ascertain whether a quorum 
is present. The Secretary will call the roll. 

he Secretary called theroll, and the following Senators answered 
to their names: 


Aldri Clar Millan, Pritchard, 
2275 Sere, Martin, proctor, 
m, kins, g! 
er, i Mitchell, 8 
A dden Maaye Kad, 
5 Gear. Shoup, 
‘burn, Hansbro Murphy, tewart, 
Blanchard, Nelson, Teller, 
tler, Hayley, r, Thurston, 
om,” Jones, Ark. Perkins, Faden 
> ones, ‘er. 
Chan A Lodge, Pettigrew, Wilson. 
‘Chilton, McBride, Platt, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Fifty-five Senators having answered 
to their names, a quorum is present. 

Mr. HOAR. I owe an apology to the Senator from Nebraska 
pr ALLEN] for not having heard his address to the Senate, and 
will make whatever confession of guilt should be made. M 

attention was called away by some person who wished to 
to me on important public business, and I was unable to listen to 
the Senator's remarks. 

This resolution, if I understand it, seems to be a reenactment of 
the clause of the Constitution of the United States with the addi- 
fon, which I suppose is entirely sound in principle, that no State 

the right to interfere with the obligation of contracts by refus- 
ing proper remedies. But what cular thing the Senator has 
in mind which he wishes to meet by a reaffirmation of that impor- 
tant principle now, I should like to be informed. 

I say again, it is rather trespassing upon the Senator’s good 
nature when he has already done so; but if he will please state as 
briefly as he chooses the r eed grievance or trouble he now 
has in mind, I should be to hear him. 

Mr. ALLEN. I shall glad to state, for the information of 
the senior Senator from Massachusetts, the particular grievance. 
The senior Senator from Massachusetts said, on the 23d of Novem- 
ber, at a meeting of the Home Market Club, at Mechanics’ Hall, 
Boston, that— 

It is certainly a sad thing to think that States like Kansas and Nebraska, 


‘children of New England, that have prost farmiùg populations, where we 
expect to find, if we find anywhere, sobriety, in ty, steadiness, conserva- 


tism, the great communities where churches abound and where the schools 
are the best in the world, should have lent themselves to this crazy attempt 
at revolution and this passionate crusade of dishonor. 

He referred, as I understand, to the action of those States in 
the election of Bryan electors and Populist State tickets. 


The Eastern press for a month or more has been full of insinu- 


ations and . that it was the p of the Populist party 
in Kansas and Nebraska to ignore legal obligations, rights of prop- 
erty, rights of citizens, and to withdraw, if they could not do it 
in any other way, all substantial remedies for the enforcement of 
contracts. I have taken occasion in the remarks which I have 
just submitted, and to which I very much regret the Senator did 
not listen, to repudiate any assertions of that kind so far as the 
State of Ne is concerned. I undertook in those remarks to 
show that no class of people in the United States understand the 
sacredness of contracts and their obligations better than the Pop- 
ulist party. I believe that is true. 
ple who are making these assertions against the State of 
Nebraska are doing themselves incalculable injury, and it is for 
the purpose of putting at rest in authoritative form, if that can be 
done, Se Sere and to Bet party in K known anai declared 
purpose and policy of the Populist party in Kansas and Nebraska, 
and elsewhere, for that matter, to observe the traditions and lan- 
of our Constitution in their legislation, and to do nothing 
which any fair-minded and honest man can truthfully say savors 
of repudiation or hostility, that I desire to have this resolution, 
coming from the Populist party or its representation in this Cham- 
ner passed, Of course, it is merely declaratory of constitutional 
octrine. . 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from Nebraska desires to make a 
reaffirmation of the doctrine of common honesty and thinks the 
resolution is n for that purpose, for the reasons he has 
stated, I of course will not interfere with it. 

Mr. ALLEN. So t in this country are the word and the 
opinion of the senior Senator from usetts, so far-reaching, 
either for good or evil, are his utterances, that I believe it would 
be the safer and wiser policy to adopt the resolution. If this lan- 
guage had been used by almost any other Senator in this Chamber 
than the senior Senator from Massachusetts I do not think there 
would have been any occasion for the resolution. 

Mr. HILL. I suggest to my friend the Senator from Nebraska 
the propriety of amending the resolution, in the third line thereof, 
by Ariking out all after the word either“ and inserting the 
words directly or indirectly;” so that it will read as follows: 
22 ce Sees en a ers beet 

no er e o! 
eee . 


contracts, ei 
instead of the phrase by direct legisla- 


1 that language 
tion or by legislation that withdraws all substantial remedies from 
ture 


their enforcement.” 

Mr. ALLEN. Those are the only two ways that a legisla 
could violate the constitutional provision. I have no objection to 
the amendment, however. I accept it. 

Mr. HILL. The amendment, then, is agreed to, I understand? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, it will be consid- 
ered as Lea, ais to. 

Mr. PLATT. I should like to know how the resolution will 
read as it has been amended, and then perhaps I should like to 
make a single remark. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read as 
amended. 

The Secretary read as follows: 
EVT 

no u O 
contracts, ei ar directly OF fu a — a: 3 

Mr. PLATT and Mr. ALDRIOH addressed the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, it seems to me a very s 
condition to which we have come that it should be sp! Sana to 
necessary for the Senate to pass a Senate resolution ing any 

of the Constitution of the United States. If we are going to 
o it, I think we had better do it in the language of the Constitu- 
tion, and not adopt any new lan: about it, or attempt to put 
any Senatorial construction upon the language of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. The function of construing the Con- 
stitution of the United States and determining the effect of its 
clauses rests with the Supreme Court and not with the Senate of 
the United States. 

I am very much inclined to think I would vote against the reso- 
lution, or any resolution 1 that the Senate shall reaffirm 
the Constitution of the United States, either as a doctrine or as 
the Constitution itself. If I may be permitted to use a somewhat 
homely but direct phrase, I desire to express the opinion that this 
is all 1 

RICH. I rose for the purpose of making the same sug- 
gestion that has just been made by the Senator from Connecticut, 
and as the Senator from Nebraska has accepted the amendment 
suggested by the Senator from New York, I desire to ask him if 
he will be willing to accept a further amendment, so that the res- 
olution, if further amended, will read as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the settled doctrine of the United States of America 


that no State possesses constitutional power to pass any law impairing the 
obligation of contracts. 
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i That puts it = the plai 0 dren fete the Sons 5 
18 ee re e Constitution, it uses 
employed in that instrument itself. 
. ALLEN. I think the resolution as it stands now is pre- 
cisely that. 
Mr. ALDRICH. I think not. It contains the words “either 
directly or indirectly.” 
Mr. ALLEN. But that has all been withdrawn. I call for the 
ing of the resolution. 
Mr. RICH. I understood the Senator from New York to 
make that su on. 
Mr. ALLEN. Oh, no; I call for the reading of the resolution 
as amended at the su tion of the Senator from New York. 
The VICE-PRES T. The resolution as amended will be 


The Secretary read as follows: 
Resolved, That it is the settled doctrine in the United States of 


America 
that no State possesses constitutional power to impair the obligations of legal 
contract, either directly or e * 


Mr. ALLEN. I am ectly willing that the words either 
directly or indirectly” 


be stricken ont, if that will suit the 
Senator from Rhode Island. : 


Mr. ALDRICH. My suggestion is to use the precise language 
employed in the Constitution itself, in order that there shall be no 
doubt about what we intend. 
Mr. ALLEN. The resolution as it isnow before the Senate uses 
that language. 

Mr. ALDRICH. No, the language of the Constitution is that 
„no State shall * pass any * * * law impairing the 
obligation of contracts.” 

Mr. ALLEN. Yes, that is the language used here. 

Mr. ALDRICH. No, it is not the precise language. I = 
gest that if we are going to reaffirm the Constitution we sho 
use the precise language: 

Mr. ALLEN. there is a distinction between the language 
used by the Senator from Rhode Island and the used by 
me in the resolution I fail to discover it. However, I am not par- 
ticular about it. Iam perfectly willing that the Senator from 
Rhode Island should have all the glory that will come to him in 

uence of this substitute, and I will accept it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Very well. 

Mr. ALLEN. I suppose the chief purpose of the Senator from 
Rhode Island is to rob the Populist party of the authorship of the 
resolution, but I am grime willing that he should do so. 

Mr, MITCHELL of Oregon. Iam very curious to know from 
the Senator from Nebraska the purpose of theresolution. Formy 

rt I can not imagine, to save my life,as was suggested by the 
Censor from Connecticut [Mr. Feart, d Ba should solemnly 
introduce a resolution into the Senate of the United States affirm- 
ing a specific clause in the Constitution of the United States; and 
T can not understand the purpose of the tor. I should like to 
hear why he thinks it advisable that the Senate of the United 
States should select outa certain clause in the Constitution of the 
United States and declare by solemn resolution that that is the 
settled doctrine of the United States, 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator from Oregon certainly could not have 
been in the Chamber when I delivered my remarks upon the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I was not. Idid not know that 
the Senator had spoken to the resolution. 

Mr. ALLEN. I have spoken at some length upon the subject. 
It has been charged, as I said in my previous remarks, by Eastern 
statesmen and the Eastern press that the elevation of the Populist 
party to power in Kansas and Nebraska was a passionate crusade 
of dishonor, It has been claimed and is being claimed to-day in 
certain sections of the Union that it is the of the incom- 
ing legislatures of the States of Kansas and Nebraska to pass laws 
inimical to the enforcement of legal obligations. 

Unfortunately for this country, there are some people ignorant 
enough to believe that that is true. Now, for the 3 of 
enlightening them so far as that can be done, and for purpose 
of convincing the business people of this country that the eleva- 
tion of the Populist party, instead of being inimical to their inter- 
est, is really in favor of their true interest, as well as the interest 
of the masses, it was thought proper that this resolution should 
come from a Populistic source. 

Mr. MITC L of Oregon. In other words, the purpose of 
the Senator from Nebraska is simply to show that he, as a promi- 
nent member of the Populist party, is not in favor of violating 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. ALLEN. No, Mr. President. The Senator from Oregon is 

. not e up to the line close enough. The purpose of the 
Senator from Nebraska is to show that the Populist party through- 
out the United States understands this question quite as well as 
does the Senator from Oregon or the Senator from any other State, 
and when the assertion is made, if it shall be made after this from 
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any source, through whatever motives may inspire the utterance, 
that it is the purpose of the Populist in Nebraska or else- 
where to ignore contracts or to impair their obligations or to im- 
pair property rights the statement will be mendacious, because 
the truth will have been known before the utterance was made, 
I hope that is satisfactory to my friend the Senator from Oregon. 

Mr.HOAR. Mr. President, Ido not see how we shall know any- 
thing more about theopinion of the Populist in consequence 
of the proposed resolution of the Senate. I was not aware that 
the Senate represented the Populist party, or that any Senator 
represented the Populist Joke 1 supposed that Senators repre- 
sented their States, without distinction of , When they came 
here. It is the first time I ever heard of the Senate undertaking 
to define the opinions of particular political parties, or to make 

latforms or declarations, or, to use the phrase of the Senator from 

ebraska, to skirmish up to the line in their favor. It seems to 
me it is introducing into the Senate what does not belong here, 
and is giving a new character to the Senate, making a very grave 
change in its constitutional orpo: 

The Senate was intended by its framers to be above political 
parties; to be the final tribunal in which, after the clamor, anger, 
strife, and heat of political campai; were over, where questions 
in reference to the basen, of the American le should be 
settled upon their merits without regard to Pope anger or strife 
or i It never was supposed by the framers of the Gov- 
ernment that this was to be the place for political parties to be 
skirmishing for petty advantage, or that it was to be the place 
where speeches made in the canvass would be answered. Such 
purposes do not belong to this Chamber. They do not belong to 
the Senatorial character. They do not belong either to the dignity 
or the authority of the Senate; and while of course every Senator 
is supposed to believe and to intend to act upon every mandate of 
the instrument which he has sworn to support and to carry out in 
the highest faith everything which the Constitution declares 
it to be his duty to carry out, it seems to me, I will not say that 
it is puerile, but trifling to bring in such matters here. 

I understand from the Senator from Nebraska that he referred 
to some utterance of mine. I do not think I have ever discussed 
the question of the purposes of the State of Nebraska or of the 
Populist ty there. I do not remember ever haying alluded to 
the Populist party in a public speech during the recent campaign 
or at any other time, although, of course, it is not im ible that 
I may have done so without now remembering it. The utterance 
to which the Senator alluded spoke of the adhesion of the majority 
of the people of that State and other States—for which I expressed 
the highest respect—to certain political beliefs; States where 
schools abound, where churches abound, where the farming popu- 
lation is the backbone of the community, usually wise, conserva- 
pro sound, patriotic, observing public faith and regarding public 

onor, 

The speech which I made was one made for the purpose of call- 
ing the attention of the business men of the community to which 
I belong to their faults, to their errors, to their mistakes. I said, 
what I am willing to repeat anywhere, that the first thing to be 
done, if we wished to get the confidence of our brethren of the 
West, was for the business men of New 3 to lend their pow- 
erful influence to putting down the evils which have grown up in 
the business management of the country. I said that the unlaw- 
ful management of railroads, that the careless and fraudulent 
dealing with public trusts, that the abuses of corporate powers 
must stop if they expected to get the ear of their brethren in dis- 
tant parts of the country in regard to their views on financial 
policies. That is what I said, and I said it at home, which was 
the fit place to say it, to people to whom I thought the lesson might 
be of some value. But, of course, I do not shrink or flinch from 
repetition of it. I did speak of the proposition to establish silver 
monometallism in this country without the help of other countries, 
to have a fluctuating, constantly shrinking standard of value for 
the poyon of debts, foreign and domestic, as a passionate cru- 
sade of dishonor, and that I stand by here and everywhere else. 

Mr. ALLEN. Iam very glad to hear the senior Senator from 
Massachusetts express himself so plainly upon this question. It 
occurs tome that there is no reason why the resolution should 
not be adopted by the Senate unless the publican party is per- 
fectly willing to drift away from a doctrine which is a part and 
parcel of our Constitution. 

I agree entirely with the Senator from Massachusetts that the 
Senate is not the place to represent political parties as such, but I 
must say in this connection that in the four years I have been a 
member of this body there never has been a day when the Senate 
was in session that political parties were not represented here in 
their highest and completest sense in the transaction of public 
business; and no one has participated in that toa ter extent 
than has the senior Senator from Massachusetts. He has fought 
and maneuvered for his party upon this floor from day to day. 

Iam speaking, Mr. President, in presenting this resolution, from 
a higher plane than merely as the spokesman, if I may call mysel 
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such, of a political party. The senior Senator from Massachu- 
setts deliberately uttered at a meeting of the Home Market Club 
on the 23d of November, the statement that the people of Nebraska 
and Kansas had engaged ina passionate crusade of dishonor; and 
now he stands here and repeats the statement in substance. He 
was not kind enough to distinguish between Republicans and 
Democrats and Populists in those States, but the States as organ- 
ized communities came within the language used by him. do 
not know of any so which the Senator from Massachusetts pos- 
sesses to standin ton or elsewhere and characterize the people 
of Nebraska with having en; in a passionate crusade of di 

honor. It strikes me that the language was unguarded, that it 
was intemperate in the extreme coming from a gentleman of his 

and e ience in public life. 

What interest does the Senator from Massachusetts possess in 
the State of Nebraska, or in the State of Kansas for that matter, 
which should permit him to speak of a million and a quarter of 
people as being engaged in a crazy crusade of ionate dishonor 
in casting their honest and intelligent votes for Bryan electors? Mr. 
Bryan is a citizen of the State, an honored citizen of the State; a 
citizen of whom any State in this Union nghi to be proud; in my 
judgment the greatest popular orator who has occupied the atten- 
tion of the people of the United States since the days of Webster 
and Clay; a man of good education and large experience, although 

oung in years; a conscientious believer in the doctrine of bimetal- 
as he understands it and as I understand it. Would it not 
have been better for the Senator from Massachusetts and his asso- 
ciates to have accorded to Mr. Bryan and to the people of Nebraska 
the right to think and act as they saw fit, if they did it within the 
pale of the law? 

Now, it is for the purpose of stamping, as far as I can, all such 
assertions as false that the resolution is introduced. I care not 
whether or not it is adopted here. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts may oppose it with his great intellect and his great influence 
if he desires, I wished to bring this question to the attention of 
the people of this country, and to state that any statement that 
the people of Nebraska, or any statement that the Populist party, 
wherever 1 has the slightest desire or purpose to impair 
the obligation of contracts is a mere 
assertion. To relieve the Senate of this matter I move the refer- 
ence of the resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Before the resolution goes from the attention 
of the Senate I should like to inquire whether my amendment 
Was a to. 

Mr. ALLEN. I accepted the Senator's amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair so understands. 

Mr. PLATT. Before the resolution is referred to the committee 
I should like to pro an amendment to it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. It is proposed to add at the end of the resolu- 
tion the following: 

d that in the opinion of the Senate no law should be by Con 
— ber tf which will be to impair the obligation of ak epg cd scare 

Mr. ALLEN. Let them both go as they are to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PLATT. Perhaps the Senator will accept that amendment. 

Mr. ALLEN. Ido not want to reject it and I do not want to 
accept it. I suggest to the Senator from Connecticut that both 
the resolution and the amendment go to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. PLATT. Very well. 

Mr. PEFFER. I assume, Mr. President, that the object the 
Senator from Nebraska had in view in offering the resolution was 
to express his opinions concerning the charges which have been 
recently made in the newspaper press of the country and by some 
men of eminence in law and in politics that some of the Western 
States, and especially Nebraska and Kansas by name, are governed 
lawlessly; that they are under the rule of men whose natural 
political tendencies are in harmony, working together toward 
anarchy, toward the revocation of contracts, toward the nullifi- 
cation of law. The Senator has put his case mildly and deco- 
rously, as he always does, and now that the discussion seems to be 
seers a wide range I myself feel called upon to say something 
about it. : 

Some newspapers in New York City, Chicago, and other cities 
have taken occasion to go out of their way, outside of the legiti- 

mate course of journalism, in order to make political capital out 
of misfortunes that have befallen the Western people, and in doing 
so they have undertaken to brand us as men without honor, men 
withont conscience, and that we are undertaking to rule the com- 
munity through the power of revolutionary ideas. 

So far as the State of Kansas is concerned, Mr. President, I think 
I know-something about that State. I have lived there more than 
aquarter of a century, and from the beginning of that period until 
this time I have had more or less to do with the political conditions 


ofthe State. I remember very well that during the years 1874 and 


atuitous and unwarranted * 


1875 we were visited by a cloud of grasshoppers, when many of our 
wheat fields were absolutely denuded, trees stripped of their ver-' 


dure, and whole farms were left destitute by the ravages of the 
devouring insects. Iwas a member of the State senate during the 
session of 1875 and 1876, and took an active part in rendering relief 
to our on people soy because of those troubles. But the relief 
took the form of a bill appropriating money out of the 5 
and at that time we had a surplus of some $90,000. The bill d 
not pass. We made up our minds finally that we could take care 
of ourselves, and we did so. But during that session a bill was 
roposed to enact a stay law, so that judgments then in force might 
stayed and that the time of the payment of debts might be post- 
paneo. in order that the people might pass over another year and 
ve an opportunity to meet their obligations without great loss. 
However, that bill was not passed, and so far as I can recollect 
there has never been a stay law passed in our State. 

The only legislation of a character which might by any possible 
construction be regarded as interfering with the rights of creditors 
was one by the legislature in 1889. It was an act reduc- 
ing the legal rate of interest from 7 per cent to 6 per cent. We 
had there, as I think they havein most of the Northwestern States, 
two limits to the rate of interest, one recognized as the legal rate, 
to be enforced when no stipulation had been made by the parties, 
and the other known as the contract rate, where persons may con- 
tract for a particular rate of interest, not to exceed the one named. 
At that time our 1 rate was 7 per cent.and our contract rate 
was 12 per cent. That law was repealed and another one enacted 
in its stead making the legal rate 6 per cent and the contract rate 
10 per cent. That was done under the jurisdiction of a Repub- , 
lican administration. The Republican majority was overwhelm- 
ing. It was before the birth of the Populist party. There were 
not to exceed five or six Democrats in both houses of the legisla- 
ture. Kansas never has been regarded as ood soil for Democ- 
racy, and it is not even yet. That was in 1889. 

In 1890 came what was properly regarded as a political revolu- 
tion in that State. In the election campaign of that year the 
Populists elected five members of Congress out of eight. They 
elected an overwhelming majority of the legislature, and we 
believed then and still believe that we elected our governor, or 
cast votes enough to elect him. Buta Republican governor was 
inaugurated. During the session of the legislature which fol- 
lowed there was nothing of the character to which these news- 
papers allude. There was nothing revolutionary cither proposed 
or enacted. There were no stay laws passed. There were no laws 

d affecting the obligation of contracts in any way except it 

e in what I shall state; and I think lawyers who are listening to 

me will agree with me that there was no attempt to affect or no 

effect upon the obligation of contracts in that law. It was an act 

authorizing mortgagors to redeem their lands when sold under 
foreclosure A S in court. 

Mr. PLATT. After sale? 

Mr. PEFFER. After sale. That remedy was proposed in the 
Republican State convention held the August preceding, if I 
remember correctly the month. A resolution was introduced 
giving it as the sense of the Republican pariy of the State that a 
redemption law allowing two years should be passed. It was fin- 
ally compromised after a very full discussion by able men in that 
convention by making it one year; and as a further compromise 
the next legislature passed an act making the redemption period 
eighteen months. That is all that was done in that respect. A 
question came up in the court afterwards whether the act applied 
to contracts already existing at the time the law was passed.“ The 
court held that it did not. Afterwards the chief justice resigned. 
His successor was appointed by the Republican governor; and 
during the administration of the chief justice appointed by the 
Republican goyernor a similar case (perhaps the same one) was 
brought to the attention of the court again; and then by a majority 
of the court it was held that the law applied to existing contracts 
as well as to those in future. I remember the case came to the 
Se fer Court of the United States and the State court was over- 
ruled. 

With those exceptions, there has been nothing attempted or 
enacted in any way affecting the relations between debtor and 
creditor in the State of Kansas. 

Yesterday I stole an hour or two from the Lord (if I may be 
allowed that expression) and ran through the statutes of Kansas 
for 18$3 and 1895—one day last week I had gone through the stat- 
utes for 1891—in order to ascertain whether there had been an 
such legislation as that enacted in our State without my knowl- 
edge, and I found 3 nothing. On the other hand, I found 
that the legislature in several instances assisted cities in the refund- 
ing of their bonds and . in different ways to pay 
their debts so that there should be no further difficulty about i 
In every instance where there was any difficulty in the way of the 
people making proper provision for the payment of their debts at, 
maturity the legislature, wherever it the constitutional power, 
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came to the rescue of the people in order that our debts might be 
honestly paid. 

And now, Mr. President, once for all, I take occasion to say 
that the people of Kansas are an honest people. They are brave, 


generous-hearted people. I have here a number of newspaper 
extracts (which I will not trouble the Senate with reading, nor 
will I have them placed in the RECORD at this time, unless the 
discussion continues further) in which a large number of the 
newspapers in our State are taking up the cause of the people. 
If no other good comes out of this discussion it will be that our 
Republican friends in that State have finally come to the con- 
clusion that through some of their own mismanagement, and 
through their tisan zeal, they have themselves injured the 
State ty publishin, ing to the world what the Populists were going 
to do, for political purposes only. 

Our people, I say, are an honest people. They are a brave and 
generous people. If anything has ever been given to them in the 
way of charity it has been repaid a thousandfold. I have in my 
mind’s eye now a train of twenty-odd cars going from the State of 
Kansas en with corn for the succor of the people of the Ohio 
Valley in their distress at a time when the floods overtook them 
and destroyed their property. We have rendered assistance in 
many ways, in every available form, when it came in our way to 
do so. I do hope that these attacks made upon the honesty and 
integrity of our people will cease. I have here, as I said, a num- 
ber of newspaper extracts in which this matter is brought to the 
attention of the people, and I think in every instance I have yet 
seen, with a single exception, the attacks are denounced as fraud- 
ulent and malicious; and these 1 ple are standing up for 
their homes and for the honor of the folks at home. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, the reso- 
lution, with the proposed amendment, will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The follo bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims: 

A bill (H. R. 130) to carry out the findings of the Court of Claims 
in the case of Augustus P. Burditt; and 

A bill (H. R. 2741) for the relief of Peter Cook, of Arkansas. 

The bill (H. R. 7083) to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors 
in the Capitol building, and for other purposes, was read twice by 
its rae and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

The bill (H. R.8413) to confirm certain cash entries of public 
lands was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

PROPOSED RESTRICTION OF IMMIGRATION, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 o'clock having arrived, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, which 
will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration 
laws of the United States. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. On the 5th day of June last the 

int resolution (S. R. 6) proposing an amendment to the Consti- 
8 of the United States, providing for the election of Senators 
by the votes of the qualified electors of the States, was made a 
special order for to-day at 2 o’clock. Iam not it it can 
be avoided, to antagonize nor displace the unfinished business, 
which is the immigration bill pending. Ido desire, however, that 
some agreement can be had so that this 2 order shall hold its 
placé and be considered at a very early day. 

Mr. MILLS. I wish to state to the Senator from Oregon and 
other Senators interested in the immigration bill that the Senator 
from Maryland [Mr. Grsson] has just been compelled to leave 
the Chamber on account of sickness. He was by his 
doctor to go home and take care of himself, and asked me to so 
state to the Senate. I hope.this measure, in which he feels a very 
great interest, will be laid over until he comes back. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I call the attention of the Senator from 
Texas to the fact that doubtless no one is 17 to speak upon 
the joint resolution proposing the election of United States Sen- 
ators by the people. I do not understand from the Senator from 
Oregon that such is the case; and necessarily, therefore, as the 
Senate will not be in a position to vote upon the joint resolution 
to-day, it must go over to another day. I hope the Senator from 
Oregon will not object to its going over another day; and then we 
can go on with the immigration bill. ; 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I will state that so far as I am 
concerned personally, I donot desire to discuss the joint resolution 
further. I have discussed it at length on several occasions at pre- 
vious sessions of the Senate. It has also been discussed at consid- 


2 


erable length by Senators on both sides of the Chamber, by Sen- 
ators favoring the constitutional amendment and by Senators 
opposing the amendment. I was in hopes that we might be able 
to reach a vote upon it; and unless some Senator indicates a de- 


sire to discuss the joint resolution further I shall feel inclined to 
move to take it up for the purpose of having a vote at this time. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I have n pretty vigorously opposed to 
the joint resolution, as the Senator from Oregon knows, and if it 
is to be pressed to a vote there will be further debate upon it. I 
had supposed that this Populist idea would disap after the 
election of last November. I hope that whenever it comes to be 
voted upon, if it is voted upon, the Republicans, the McKinley 
5 Silver Republicans, the Bryan Democrats, and the 
Palmer and Buckner Democrats will all vote against it, and leave 
no votes for this Populist proposition except the members of the 
8 party in the Senate. It will be equall eeable to me 
if the Senator from Oregon would drop the who thin 55 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I can hardly see how the Senator 
from New Hampshire is justified in denominating it a Populist 
proposition, in view of the fact that a majority of Republicans 
upon the committee of which he is a distinguished member have 
joined in a report favoring the proposition, and in view of the 
further fact, as I think he will find when the matter comes to a 
vote, that more than one-half of the Republicans of the Senate are 
in favor of the 8 

Mr. CHAND The Republican members of the committee 
who joined with the Senator from Oregon were, in my judgment, 
overcome by the seductive influences of the Senator from gon 
and formed their opinion too bany: I trust that, having been 
instructed by the result of the late election, they will now see that 
this proposition to overturn the ancient ways of the fathers, to 
change the Constitution for the first time in the history of the coun- 
try, so far as the form of carrying on the Government is concerned, 
is wholly and utterly vicious. t is one reason why it will be 
necessary to delay the vote, in order to give the two Senators whom 
the Senator from Oregon persuaded to allow him to make this 
majority report (the repar} always having been against the meas- 
ure prior to the present Congress) an opportunity to see the error 
of their ways and join in overwhelming the Senator's proposition 
by a vote of the Senate. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Having been complimented so 
highly in regard to the effect of my influence in committee and 
elsewhere, I am encoi to persist in the hope, although per- 
haps it is a vain hope, that I may succeed ultimately in bringing 
the Senator from New Hampshire to a correct view of this propo- 
sition. If the Senator does not object I think I shall move to 
proceed to the consideration of the joint resolution. 

Mr. FRYE. That would displace the unfinished business, as 
the Senator knows. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Such a vote would test the sense 
of the Senate. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator has always been entirely cour- 
teous in reference to the joint resolution, as those of us who are 
2 to it have endeavored to be in return. I should prefer 
that the Senator would consent to let it remain where it is for a 
ew. gays with a view of ascertaining whether further debate is 
n 


Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. As I stated in the outset, I hesi- 
tate to do anything that will displace the pending measure—that 
is, the immigration bill—because I favor it. In view of all the 
circumstances, I will ask the unanimons consent of the Senate 
that the joint resolution be made the unfinished business after 
House bill 3656, providing for free homesteads on the public lands 
in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide settlers, and re- 
serving the public lands for that purpose, which, by unanimous 
consent, isto come up, I understand, after the disposition of the 
immigration bill. z 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am not willing to have the joint resolu- 
tion made the unfinished business. The Senator from Massachu- 
settsin charge of the immigration bill I do not now see in the Cham- 
ber. Why would it not be satisfactory to the Senator to make it 
the special order for next Monday at 2 o'clock? Isuggest whether 
the special order prevails over the unfinished business. I imagine 
it does not. 

Mr. FRYE. It does not. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I desire to submit that question 
to the Presiding Officer. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I admit the Senator can make the motion, 
of course, but, as I said, it would divide the Senate. I suggest to 
the Senator that until the debate is exhausted he ought not to 
divide the Senate on the question, and that he ought to be willing” 
to make the joint resolution a special order for some day in the 
near future. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. This thing of making special 
orders, I have discovered during my service in the Senate, does 
not amount to very much. 

Mr. FRYE. Not to anything. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. It does not really amount to any- ` 
thing, as snagonted by the Senator from Maine. Here is a special 
order solemnly made on the 5th of June last, and yet I am told, 


1896. 
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and I believe it is the correct rule, that the unfinished business 
takes precedence and the special order falls. So, in view of all the 
circumstances, believing, as I firmly do, that I can move at any 


time I see proper when I can get the floor to take up this proposi- 
tion, I simply gre notice that at an early date, when opportunity 
resents, Take move to proceed to the consideration of Senate 
jant resolution No. 6. at will enable the immigration bill to 
disposed of at this time. 

Mr. PLATT. That course is best. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator is courteous, as usual. 

me QUAY I do not aoe sere I shall re ba aanas the 
joint resolution at any period of its progress throug e Senate, 
and I rise merely to t to the 3 from Oregon that he 
be not hasty in calling it up and putting it upon its final passage, 
because it is possible that there may Do a few occurrences in ee 
own State which may be developed before the Senate which wi 
reenforce his theory, and its passage may be assisted by permitting 
it to lie over. 

Mr. LODGE. I ask for a statement of the amendment now 
before the Senate. 

Mr. GORMAN. I understand that the unfinished business, 
which is the immigration bill, is before the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, That is correct. 

- Mr. GORMAN. I wish to say to the Senator from Massachu- 
setts that my colleague [Mr. Grsson], who has taken very great 
interest in this measure, and had e to participate in the 
debate to-day, and also in relation to the proposed amendments, 
is too ill to remain in the Chamber, Against the advice of his 
physician he came here, but was compelled to leave the cloak- 
room. He requested me to make this statement to the Senate and 
to ask the Senator from Massachusetts, in view of this fact, to 
permit the bill to go over. Senators on this side of the Chamber 
who saw my . to-day know that it was utterly impossible 
for him to remain here. I would not make the uest except 
under the circumstances. I know how desirous the Senator from 
Massachusetts is to press the bill; but I ask him to let it go over 
until to-morrow, when I hope my colleague will be in condition to 
be present and participate in the debate. 

. LODGE. If anagreement can be made fixing a time before 
the holiday recess for a vote on the bill, I am perfectly willing to 
let it go over to-day. But I have ned the bill over and over 
again. I ned it last session to oblige the Senator from Mary- 
land when he wanted to go to Annapolis one aay: and I have tried 
to be as obliging as I possibly could be. The e is very short. 
I do not wish to press it unduly, but it is here and is mopping 
other business in the Senate. Iam very anxious to have a vote o 
the Senate upon it, If we can come to an agreement to take a 
vote before the holiday recess, I shall be very happy to putit over 


now. 

Mr. GORMAN. I su to the Senator then that he name 
some hour on Friday at which to take a vote upon the bill. I 
understand the resolution to adjourn for the holidays will not take 
effect until Tuesday of next week. 

Mr. LODGE. A motion to adjourn over takes effect on Thurs- 
vag Ae understand. 

. HALE. I suggest to the Senator that he had better name 
Thursday rather than FEEN, because it is the almost unbroken 
precedent of the Senate to adjourn at the ing of a session 
from Thursday to Monday. The resolution which I submitted 
this morning was retorted to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. GOR . Iwill suggest 4 o’clock Thursday. 

Mr. HALE. That is better. 

Mr. LODGE. That is 8 to me, if an agree- 
ment can be made that the vote shall be taken on the bill and 
pending amendments at 40’clock Thursday. 

Mr. HALE. Without further debate. 

Mr.LODGE. Without further debate. Lagree to that entirely. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Massachusetts as 
unanimous consent that the final vote be taken upon the bill and 
amendments, without further debate, at 4 o’clock on Thursday. 

Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. LODGE. Then, in compliance with the request of the Sen- 
ator from Maryland, I am ectly willing not to press the bill 
>i this time, understanding that it keeps its place as the unfinished 

usiness. > 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will go over. 

Mr. PLATT. There is a joint resolution, I think, lying on the 
table, which came from the House of Representatives. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Chair lays before the Senate the 
joint resolution indicated by the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. FRYE. The immigration bill is informally laid aside, 

Mr. MILLS. To be voted upon on Thursday. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. t is correct. 


USE OF ALCOHOL IN THE ARTS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the joint resolution (S. R. 162) 
continuing in force section 2 of the act approved June 8, 1896, 


entitled ‘‘An act to repeal section 61 of ‘An act to reduce taxation, 
to provide revenue for the Government, and for other purposes, 
which became a law Au 28, 1894. 

Mr. PLATT. ImovethattheSenate disagree to the amendments 
of the House of Representatives and request a committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
spouse the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. PLATT, 

. ALDRICH, and Mr. JONES of Arkansas were appointed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BrowninG, its Chief Clerk, requested the Senate to return to the 
House of Representatives the bill (H. R. 3771) for the relief of 
Stratton H. Benscoter. 

The m e also announced that the House had a con- 
current resolution providing for the adjournment of the two 
Houses of Congress on Tuesday, the 22d day of December, 1896, 
until 12 o’clock meridian on Tuesday, January 5, 1897; in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The m further announced that the Speaker of the House 
had 755 the following enrolled bills: 

A bill (H. R. 2604) to increase the pension of Caroline A. Hough, 
widow of Brig. Gen. John Hongh; and 

A bill Mor R. 4354) granting a pension to Mrs, Mary Gould Carr, 
widow of the late Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Carr, United-States Vol- 
unteers, deceased. 

HOLIDAY RECESS. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate the 
resolution from the House of Representatives in relation to the 
R 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Burrows in the chair). The 
Chair lays before the Senate a concurrent resolution of the House 
of Representatives, which will be read: 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That when 
the two Houses adjourn on Tuesday, the 22d day of December, they stand 
adjourned until 12 o'clock meridian on Tuesday, January 5, 1897. 

Mr. HALE. I move that that resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CONSIDERATION OF PENSION BILLS, 


Mr. SHERMAN, If there is no special business fixed for to-day, 
Isuggest that we take up the pension cases which are pending on the 
roceed with their consideration. I believe there 


Calendar and p 
are a number of them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? The Chair 
neers none, and the first pension case on the Calendar will be 
8 $ 

CELESTIA R. BARRY. 

The bill (H. R. 1891) granting a pension to Celestia R. Barry 
was announced as first in order. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What was done with the bill (S. 894) t- 
ing a pension to Nancy G. Allabach, which stands on the Calendar 
ahead of the bill the title of which just been stated? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that that 
bill ys Bee by the President, and has not been called up. 

The bill (H. R. 1891) granting a pension to Celestia R. 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place upon the pension roll the name of Celestia R. Barry, widow 
of Claudius C. , deceased, late a private in Captain Connor’s 
Company, Bell’s Regiment Mexican War Volunteers, and to allow 
her a pension of $8 a month. 8 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM F. JOHNSON. 

The bill (S. 2184) granting a pension to William F. Johnson was 
announced as next in order. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That bill has been adversely reported, and I 
do not know why it should not be indefinitely postponed, so as to 
get it off the Calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the 
bill was once indefinitely postponed and then that the vote 2 
Which it was indefinitely postponed was reconsidered and the bi 
placed upon the Calendar. t 
Ba COCKRELL, Very well. Let it remain on the Calendar, 

en. 

SARAH WEEDON JONES... 

The bill (H. R. 1178) granting a pension to Sarah Weedon Jones 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place 
upon the pension roll the name of Sarah Weedon Jones, former 


widow of John H. Weedon, deceased, who was a sergeant in Com- 
pany I, Fourth United States Infantry, in the Mexican war, and 
pay her a pension of $8 per month, 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. LUCY A. ALLEN. 
The bill (H. R. 2969) to grant a pension to Mrs. yey An Allen 


was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


It 
A; Alien. widow | 


place on the roll the name of Mrs. Luc 
of Capt. Wi R. Allen, late of Company Third Regiment 
Kansas Volunteer Infantry, and to pay her a pension of $20 per 


month. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, The report will be read. 
The Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. GALLINGER 
May 23, 1896, as follows: 
The Committee on TCTTCETFFFCFFCFCCCC ee 
granting a 8 to Lucy A. Allen, have examined the same and report 
The report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Repre- 
a hereto appended is adopted, and the passage of the bill is recom- 
7 HOUSE REPORT. 
is the widow of William R. Allen, late captain 
e e Aer naa |D 


oe evidence shows that Caj —.— “Allen enlisted in said com and 
t, and was — the governor of Kansas — on the Ba 
aay or July, 1861. 
“ine he regiment rendered service and was 


under control of the United States 
ers until it was mastered out on the Lth day of February , 1862. 

“_ it the time the regiment was mustered out Captain Allen was a prisoner 
in the hands of the enemy, and he was mustered out or discharged at some 


is having no means of sup and no propert; 

The Fhe Widow very poor eee 8 me 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to ask if the amount proposed 
by the bill is the amount that is allowed by law to the widow ofa 
captain? 

r. SHERMAN. I am not able to answer the question, but 
some member of the Committee on Pensions no doubt can do so. 

Mr. PLATT. What is the amount named in the bill? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Twenty dollars. 

Mr. HAWLEY and Mr. PLATT. That is a captain's pension. 

The bill was wanraporton to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

NANCY B. PRINCE, 

The bill (H. R. 1827) granting a pension to Nancy B. Prince, 
widow of Elbert Prince, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to place upon the pension roll the name of 
Nancy B. Prince, widow of Elbert Prince, late private of com- 

ies commanded by Captains Christmas and Spirey, Georgia 
Vol 5 Indian war of 1836, and to pay her a pension of 88 per 
month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PHBE M. WOOLLEY PALMETER. 


The bill (H. R. 1599) granting a pension to Phoebe M. Woolley 
5 was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
ace upon the pension roll the name of Phebe M. 
Wochen Batmetar, daughter of Jonathan Woolley, who was a 
soldier and pensioner of the 5 War, at daa per month, 
Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report in that case be read. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 
The Secretary read the report, submi by Mr. PEFFER May 
26, 1896, as follows: 


to whom was referred the bill (H. R. — 
Woolley ENN have examined the 


mended. 
HOUSE REPORT. 

The claimant is a daughter of Jonathan Woolley, who served for sixteen 
months asa ie in Captain Capron's 7 of . 5 in 
the war of the Revolution. The soldier was a pensioner at the time of his 
death, in 1845, and his widow, Anna Woolley, drew a pension up to about 1858, 


hen she died. 

Vik“ is shown by the 3 J. L. Short, Edward R. D. Mayne, and Albert 
L. York, citizens of Madison County, N. V., that the 3 Is about 80 years 
old, very infirm, and entirely without property or income, she being entirely 


“ear upon others for ig way 
rther appears that her husband, Russell Palmeter, died in 1890, and 
sho has since resins his widow; also that she is a woman of excellent 
3 and ech, > o enjoys the respect of everyone who knows her. 

There are several ents for the allowance of pensions to the aged and 
destitute daughters tf Revolutionary soldiers, and in view of the facts stated 
above the passage of the bill is respectfully recommended. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Ihave uniformly opposed similar bills, and 
have made a contest over a number of them, but finally they pre- 
vailed, I simply desire to place myself on record as opposed to 
a rinciple involved in this bill. 

e bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
in Gnd nasi: read the third time, and passed. 
ALICE V. COOK. 

The bill (S. 8151) granting a pension to Alice V. Cook, of y 

Paul, Nebr., invalid daughter of John V. Cook, deceased, late of 


Com B, Eighth Regiment Kansas Volunteer Infantry, 
— red as in Committee of the Whole. 3 
The bill was rted from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 8, before the word “dollars,” to strike out 
ee and insert ‘‘twelye;” so as to make the bill read: 


of the Interior 785 and he is hereby, 
of Alice V. Cook, of St. Paul., Nebr., 


th 
ment ‘Kansas 5 on the panton roll of the States at 
a monthly pension o o paid as other pensions are unde: 
general laws of the United Statas. in 


Mr. COCKRELL, Let the report be read in that case. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. PEFFER May 
26, 1896, as follows: 
he Somali Poros a es gered te r at 

ion to Alice 
—— beg leave to submit the fo — — = cay! 


The oe “gti that KOH Alice v Cook is the insane daughter of John Y, 
5th day 3 1861, at Sabetha, 


Th the War 
ital at Fort Leavenworth on Febr. ry 15, 1M, of S disease 
ital at Fort Leavenworth on February 15 1a ö — 


States. 
te . show 9 sd soa Py widow, 8 applied for 
a coe era month, w) was stopped 
peg GE SEB E a 
soldier lei hree ren, nam A 
; Alice V., born ber 27, 1858; 3 Hoan: A 901 
nof $ per 3 Ath (DOLMAN certificate eos 107282) was paid to the 
mother of said soldier's children, now Serena Martindale, as g of said 
three children, until they respectively became 16 years of . The 
month for x erefore ceased on the day of ber, El. 
The evidence in this case shows that said Alice V. been 


Cook is now, and has 
since she was a small child having 
leptic fits ever since 3 — was 2 
ever so that her mind has weakened, and she 


never had any means of sup 


The father of said Alice V. Cook died while in the service of the United 


States, and it is reasonable to su that his last 1 ae were about this 
oor, afflicted child, Alice, and itis but fair to 8 that if this soldier 
lived he would have . a support an unfortunate daughter, 
are agg where has granted pensions to the 
r. hel 23 children of those who in the United 
tates Army during the war. 
5 the special circumstances of this case your committee recommend 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amend- 
ment reported by the 3 on Pensions, 

The amendment was a 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

CHARLES EDSON. 

The bill (S. 2481) graning a pension to Charles Edson was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension roll, at $50 per month, the name of Charles Edson, 
late a private in company C, Regiment New Hampshire 


r. COCKRELL, ‘That bill posed to pay $30 
5 x ill pro to pa; a month to a 
private soldier. Let the re ý 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, Thee report will be read. 

The Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. Cannon May 
26, 1896, as follows: 

The 99 on Pensions, to whom was . the bill (S. ace grant- 


a pension to Charles Edson, have examined the same and repo: 
c bill proposes to pension the petitioner at the rate of $50 per pee in 
lieu of the pension of $12 per month which he now receives ander the the act of 


June 27, 

The papers in the case show the pensioner to have served under the name 
of George Hancock as a private in C, Fifth New Hampshire Volun- 
teer x LETS from September 15, ISA, 9 3 to June 28, 1865, and it does not 

g therein he contracted any permanent disability. 
Ne — for 9 . — under the eral law has ever been filed, but in May, 
1892, an application under the act of June 27, 1890, was made, based on rheu- 
matism noticed b; t about 1879. A medical examination by the 
Ogden (Utah) board “progressive muscular atrophy” claimant 
had erred in his 5 his 9 was then rated at sec- 
ond e grado ” ($30), but under the act claimed only $12 per month could be 

In March, 1896, and in support of the bill under consideration, a petition, 
signed by 2 citizens of 5 Utah, was filed, reciting that the pensioner 
was suffering from— 


EARE beng inh eee 
V years ing past. ho aid Ch way 


There is also on file a certificate from the i tase yt ros of the Ogden 


pension board of surgeons, dated Febru: 1 
At this time he . to Mr. Edson} is 150 disabled from perform- 
reason of 83 a He will, in my judg 


ing any manual lal 
ment, never recover * now uires the constant aid of a nurse. 
probably has but a short ee to prej 


is no evidence of vicious habits. 
pplicant so honestly in neod of assis: 


have never seen a pension a 


1896. 
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It will be observed that this certificate last quoted indicates a di of 
helplessness which, if of conceded service origin, would entitle the petitioner 
to $2 per month, but while the origin of the disabling cause is,in this case, 
confessedly obscure the contention is not advanced that it should be attrib- 
uted to the soldier's service. `; 
The facts which infiuence the committee in their recommendation are the 
titioner’s honorable service in the Fifth New Hampshire Infantry, known 
E history as the ohn imap Fifth,” having had 175 men killed out of the orig- 
CC in the engagements before Peters bane in the 
„520, he n; 2 e en en ‘ore TS in the 
tumn and win rofi „at Fort Steadman and Dinwiddie Court-House, 
„in March, 1865, and Sailors Creek and Farmville, Va., in April, 1865, his 
regiment during this having been a part of the Second ; and it 
should be here noted that the soldier was but 19 years of when he en- 
listed, and secondly, the petitioner’s deplorable condition the total inad- 
uacy of his income to afford the necessaries incident to said condition. 
Th is disease is inevitably unfavorable, and a specialist on 
uration of this isseven a 
for;” 33 in this case 1 isease 


bills 473 2971, for relief of m Boone and 
Francis Deming upon a showing of facts ose ted herein; 
and the present Congress in case of Francis E. Hoover (H. ) has recog- 
nized a like principle. As to the rate reco. it can not be held to be 


an unusual one, since — pete House Committee on Invalid 
on Pensions have favorably passed, thus far, on 130 bills carrying a pensi 


of or more per month. 


PP ign is geo fm sara case ere re Lege ol relief 5 
wer of Congress and consequently the co; recommen: 
the o of the bill as 2 amended: 


Amend title of bill so as to read: A bill m an increase of pension 
Charl a item | 


The Committee on Pensions reported an amendment at the end 
of the bill, in line 7, after the word Infantry,“ to insert said 
pension to be in lieu of that which he now receives.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: A bill granting an in- 
crease of pension to Charles Edson.” 

WILLIAM H. NESBITT. 

The bill (H. R. 4361) to pension William H. Nesbitt was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place upon 
the pension rolls the name of William H. Nesbitt, late a private 
in Company F, Second Illinois Cavalry, at $30 per month, in lieu 


of 8 eretofore granted. 
e bill was repo to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ANNA P. JOHNSON, 


The bill (S. 3210) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place 
upon the pension roll the name of Anna P. Johnson, widow of Paul 
Johnson, late a A Snag in Company I, Sixteenth Iowa Volunteers, 
at $12 p moni 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CHARLOTTE A, WELTON. 


The bill (H. R. 3132) ting a pension to Charlotte A. Welton 
was considered as in mittee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place on the pension roll the name of Charlotte A. Welton: widow 
of First Lieut. John A. Welton, late of Company E, Fifty-first 
Indiana Volunteers, and to pay her a pension of $17 a month in 
lieu of the pension she is now receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ANDREW R. LADD. 


The bill (H. R. 6468) to increase the pee of Andrew R. Ladd 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place on the pension roll the name of Andrew R. Ladd, late a pri- 
vate in Company E, Thirtieth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry, and to pay him a pension of $12 per month in lieu of any 
pension he is now 3 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

HIRAM P. PAULEY. 


The bill (H. R. 986) for the relief of Hiram P. Pauley was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to p on the 
Seta roll the name of Hiram P. Pauley, late a private in the 

organ raid militia of Seventh Indiana Legion, and to pay to him 
& pension of $12 per month. 
r. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 
The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. 
PALMER May 26, 1896: 

The Committee on Pensi 
the relief of Hiram P. T noe alta 

The report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Repre- 
foot a hereto appended is adopted, and the passage of the bill is recom- 


HOUSE REPORT. 
The affiant, Hiram P. Pauley, was a member of Capt. Marion Blair's com- 
diana on, & militia organization of the 
d the maga, ra was ordered to 
t went to the United 


for the reason that he was never mustered into the United States service. 
Your committee believe that inasmuch as the claimant received his injury 


while in an organized company preparing to defend the count: tan 
invading army he has just 2 on that country for relief. a efore 
report the bill back to the House with the recommendation that the bill do 


pass. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. LAURA A. NELSON, 

The bill (S. 2126) ting a pension to Mrs. Laura A. Nelson, 
was considered as a Committee of the Whole. The bill was 
reported from the Committee on Pensions, with an amendment, 
in line 5, before the word “dollars,” to strike out “ twenty-five 
and insert twenty;“ so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted. 


ete., That the 6 the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on Pramas e eee 
month, the name of Laura A. N widow of the late Capt. Theodore Nel- 
son, of the Sixth i try. 
The amendment was agreed to. , 
Mr. COCKRELL. I move to add to the bill the words, “in 


lieu of the pension she is now receiving.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurrred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: A bill granting an increase 
of pension to Mrs. Laura A. Nelson.” 

MARY L. BACON. 

The bill (H. R. 5400) to increase the pension of Mary L. Bacon, 
widow of the late George B. Bacon, late lientenant-commander of 
the United States Navy, was considered as in*Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to pay to Mary L. Bacon, widow of the late 
George B. on, lieutenant-commander, United States Navy, a 
pension of $40 dollars per month during her widowhood, in place 
of $30 per month, which she is now receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

SARAH ANN WIBLE. 


The bill (H. R. 9 a pension to Sarah Ann Wible 
Was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 3 to 
place upon the ion roll the name of Sarah Ann Wible, d d- 
ent mother of John Wible, deceased, late of Company B, First 
Indiana Heavy Artillery, at 812 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY PRINCE. 

The bill (H. R. 1825) granting a pension to Mary Prince, widow 
of Ellis Prince A Pa 5 in ure i of f Ray Pein It 
pro to upon the pension roll the name o ince, 
widow of Eilis Prince, late 8 of company commanded by 
Captain Christmas, Georgia Volunteers, and late member of 
company commanded by Captain Spirey, Georgia Volunteers, 
both of Indian war of 1836, and to pay her a pension of $8 per 
month, to continue during her widowhood. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JACKSON OSBORN. 

The bill (S. 8199) granting a pension to Jackson Osborn was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension roll the name of Jackson Osborn, late private of Com- 

any B, Forty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at a month, in 
Ben of the pension he is now receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read thethird time, and 

The title was amendedso as to read: A bill granting an increase 
of pension to Jackson Osborn.” 

EDWARD STANLEY. 

The bill (S. 3198) granting a Pee to Edward Stanley was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 5 to place 
on the pension roll the name of Edward Stanley, who served as a 
private of Company G, Twelfth Regiment Maine Infantry Vol- 


unteers, at $24 per month, in lieu of the pension he is-now re- 
ceiving. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, | 
The title was 
of pension to 


ended so as to read: A bill granting an increase’ 


ward Stanley.“ 
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WILLIAM H, H. WRIGHT. 

The bill (S. 2949) granting an increase of pension to William 
H. H. Wapi of McPherson, Kans., was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 1 to place on the pension roll the 
name a William 1 rig 5 e Mc. 8 1 1 oe of 8750 

y gp ae giment Iowa Volunteer Infantry, a 
5 month, in lieu of the pension he is now 3 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
RICHARD BROOKINS. 

The bill (S. 1690) granting a pension to Richard Brookins was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 1 to place 
on the pension roll, at $12 per month, the name of Richard Bod A 
who served under that name in Troops M and H of the Ninth 
Regiment of United States Ca from February 5, 1867, to Feb- 
ruary 5, 1872, and from January 2, 1882, to January 3, 1887, and 
under the name of Dick Spencer in Company K, One hundred and 
twenty-third United States Colored Troops, from October 12, 1864, 
to October 16, 1865. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ALVAH A, EATON. 


The bill (S. 2267) granting a pension to Alvah A. Eaton was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was rted from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 7, after the word “and,” to strike out rate 
him according to the de; of his disability, in lieu of the pension 
he is now drawing” and insert 8 him a pension at the rate 
of $24 per month;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed tope on the pension rak subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the ion la the name of Alvah A. Eaton, of Com- 
pany A, 3 New York try Volunteers, and grant him a pen- 
sion at the rate of $24 per month. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move to amend the committee amend- 
ment by adding at the end of the bill the words ‘‘in lieu of the 
pension he is now receiving.” 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was to. 

The bill was reported tothe Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. i 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: “A bill granting an increase 
of pension to Alvah A. Eaton.” 

JAMES M. SIMERAL, 

The bill (S. 2605) granting an increase of pension to James M, 

Simeral was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 

to place on Sie pension roll the name of James M. Simeral, 

ate first lieutenant of Company L, First Iowa Cavalry, and to pay 

him a pension of $30 per month, in lieu of the pension he is now 
receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
CELIA A. JEFFERS. 

The bill (S. 2445) increasing the ion of Celia A. Jeffers to 
the sum of $30 per month was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to increase the pension of Mrs, Celia A. Jef- 
fers, widow of Aaron Jeffers, deceased, late sergeant of Company 
F, Nineteenth rg pape Michigan Volunteer Infantry, to $30 per 
month, in lieu of her present pension. 

The bill was reported to the te without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
FRANKLIN C. PLANTZ. 

The bill (S. 950) granting increase of pension to Franklin O. 
Plantz was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 5, after the word ‘‘ Plantz,” to strike out of 
Hay Springs, Nebr.;” so as to make the bill read: : 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized and di to increase the pension of lin C. Plantz, late cor- 
poral i= Company C, Fifty-first New York Volunteer Infantry, to $16 per 
mon 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I suggest a further amendment, to insert 
at the end of the bill the words: 

Said pension to be in lieu of that he is now receiving. 

The amendment was agreed to. s 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

SAMUEL A. SMITH. 

The bill (S. 2702) granting an increase of pension to Samuel A. 
Smith was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 


amendment, in line 8, before the word ‘‘dollars,” to strike out 
“fifty” and insert ‘‘ thirty;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
vate in Company O Riphiy fourth DHEA inteateycend greatnin A ponies 
vi * T 1 
at the rate N per month, in lieu of the pension he is uewrectiving, se 

The amendment was to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

CATHERINE E. O'BRIEN. 

The bill (S. 1976) granting a pension to Catherine E. O’Brien 
Was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro to 

lace on the pension roll the name of Catherine E. O’Brien, of 
Omaha: Nebr., widow of George M. O’Brien, late major and 
brigadier-general, Seventh Iowa Cavalry Volunteers, and to pay 
her a pension of $30 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MARIA GIBBONS, 

The bill (H. R. 2405) granting a pension to Maria Gibbons was 
considered as in Committee of the ole. It pro to place 
on the pension roll the name of Maria Gibbons, widow of James 
Gibbons, late captain of Company B, First Battalion Arkansas 
State Militia, at $99 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

RANSOM C. HAZELIP. 


The bill (H. R. 5050) granting a pension to Ransom C. Hazelip 


was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro to 
place on the ion roll the name of Ransom C. Hazelip, who 
served with 


mpany G, Eleyenth Regiment Kentucky Infantry 
Volunteers, and was afterwards first lieutenant of Company B, 
Thirty-fifth Regiment Kentucky Mounted Infantry Volunteers, 
of the United States Army, in the late war of the rebellion, at $30 
per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LYDIA CHAPMAN. 

The bill (S. 1881) granting a ion to Lydia Chapman was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions, with 
amendments, in line 6, before the word “mother,” to insert 
dependent,“ and in line 9, after the word “act,” to insert at 
$12 per month;” so as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, 
authorized and ted to place on the pension roll, subject to the pro 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Lydia pman, 
Bopes ant United tats Walentents tit e ve 
ment, olunteers, an er a dependen on 
from and after the passage of this act, at $12 per month. = re 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report in this case be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The tepos will be read. 

The Secretary read the report, submi by Mr. PALMER May 
26, 1896, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1881) grant- 
mgs msion to Lydia Chapman, have examined the same and report: 
ilar bill was introduced in the House of Representatives during the 
resent session, referred to the ittee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
— and is adopted as a part of this report. 
HOUSE REPORT. 


man drowned. 

His mother was, at the time of his er dependent upon him for support. 
The claimant, before to Edmund Chapman, was a Lydia Dry- 
den, a daughter of William den, a soldier in the Revolutionary war. 

She is a widow now, nearly ges of age, and without any property ex- 
cept a life estate in an old house in Upper Acton, III., so old and poor that for 
some years it has not had a tenant. She is dependent upon a feeble unmar- 
ried daughter, who supports herself and mother by sewing. 

The above facts appear from letters of the Auditor of the Treasury for the 
War Department and the Quartermaster-General, United States Army; a 
letter from the deceased, shortly before his death, informing his parents of 
the shipment by express of money to them; the evidence on file in the office 
of the Commissioner of Pensions, and by the statements of the sister of the 

given to the subcommittee. 

The Commissioner of Pensions 1 rejected claimant's claim for - 
sion as dependent mother under the iaw on the d that there was “no 
title, claimant's son not having been in the military or naval service of the 
United States.” 

Your committee believe that under the circumstances the deceased lost his 
life in the service of his country. Transports, whether chartered or 
impressed, were under military orders. They went, and were obliged to 
into the enemy's country. The claimant is needy; she was dependent on this 
son for support; he lost life while at important work in the interest of his 
Government in 
Government durin 


time of war; she justly is entitled to the bounty of the 

the brief peri 

Your committee therefore recommend that the bill do pass with an amend- 

ment, 7 to the end of the bill “at $12 per month.“ and also by inserting 
“mother,” in sixth line, the word dependent.“ 


of her remaining life. 


before the wo 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendments reported by the committee. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. , 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

ARMSTEAD M. RAWLINGS. 

The bill (H. R. 1062) to grant a pension to Armstead M. Raw- 
lings, of Arkansas, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to place on the pension roll at $8 per month the name 
of Armstead M. Rawlings, who served as a private from Septem- 
ber 30, 1836, to March 30, 1837, in Captain Bateman's company of 
Mounted Arkansas Volunteers, in the Sabine war. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
FRANCES E. HELFENSTEIN, 

The bill (H. R. 979) granting a pension to Frances E. Helfen- 
stein was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pr 
to place on the pension roll the name of Frances E. Helfenstein, 
1 of George W. Helfenstein, late first lieutenant and adju- 
tant of the One hundred and seventy-third Ohio Volunteer In- 
fantry, at $17 per month. $ 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ARMINDA WHITE, 

The bill (H. R. 2358) for the relief of Arminda White, widow of 
Israel White, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
pro to place the name of Arminda White on the pension roll 
— 5 to pay her a pension of per month as the widow of Israel 
White, captain of Twenty-fifth Ohio Infantry, said pension to 
terminate should the soldier be found to be alive. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LUCINDA RICKARDS. 

The bill (H. R. 5393) for the relief of Lucinda Rickards, widow, 
and the minor children of John D. Rickards, deceased, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension roll, at the rate of $12 per month, the name of Lucinda 
Rickards, the widow, and the names of Henry, Lon, and Frank, 
the children, of John D. Rickards, a private in Company A, Sixty- 
AAT Soens of Enrolled Missouri Militia, at the rate of $2 per 
month each, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

NEIL M'NEIL. 

The bill (H. R. 1820) granting a pension to Neil McNeil was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the ole. It proposes to place on the 
pension roll the name of Neil McNeil, of Dayton, Minn., and to 
pay him a pension of $12 a month. 

bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ORLEINA J. CLARK, 

The bill 975 R. 4721) granting an increase of pension to Orleina 
J. Clark, of Louisville, Ky., was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to increase the pension of Orleina J. 
Clark, widow of the late George W. Clark, a soldier in the war 
with Mexico, from $8 ke month to $20 month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ISAAC H. WHETSEL. 

The bill (H. R. 4720) granting an increase of pension to Isaac H. 
Whetsel, of Louisville, Ky., was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, It proposas to increase the 8 of Isaac H. Whetsel, 
late private in Company B, Second Regiment United States Cay- 
alry, to $16 per month, in lieu of the pension he now receives. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 

JOHN COOMBS. 

The bill e R. 950) granting increase of pension to John Coombs 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
plaoe on the pension roll the name of John Coombs, late a mem- 

r of Company H, Second Regiment Illinois Light Artillery, at 
$30 per month, in lieu of the poe he is now receiving. 

The bill was reported to the ate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

KATHERINE ZEIGENHEIM. 

The bill (H. R. 2359) granting a pension to Katherine Zeigen- 
heim, of Louisville, Ky., was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to place upon the pension roll the name of 
Katherine Zeigenheim, widow of Francis J. Zeigenheim, late 
private of Third Regiment of United States Dragoons, Mexican 
war, at S8 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 


JANE FISHER. 

The bill (H. R. 4604) granting a pension to Jane Fisher was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension roll the name of Jane Fisher, widow of Henry Fisher, 
late private of Company B, Seventeenth Kentucky Cavalry, and 
to pay her a pension of $8 525 month. 

e bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
toa third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MARY SPRAGUE. 

The bill (S. 2916) granting an increase of ion to Mary 
Sprague was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions, with an 
amendment, in line 7, before the word ‘‘dollars,” to strike out 
“twenty-four” and insert“ twenty;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted. etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place the name of Mary Sprague, a volunteer 
nurse in the late war, on the pension roll, subject to the provisions and lim- 


itations, of the pension laws, and pay her the sum of $20 per month from and 
after the 8 this act, in lieu of the pension she is now receiving. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

BYRON COTTON, 

The bill (H. R. 1022) to increase the pension of Byron Cotton 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
upon the pension roll the name of ie Cotton, late of 

mpany A, Twenty-fourth Iowa Infantry Volunteers, at $50 a 
month, in lieu of the pension he is now receiving. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

GEORGE V, BARNARD, 


The bill (H. R. 6466) to increase the 8 of George V. Bar- 
nard was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to increase the pension now allowed to George V. Barnard, late a 
peat of Company E, Ninety-fifth Regiment Illinois Infantry 

olunteers, to $50 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. g 

MARY C. THOMPSON. 

The bill (H. R. 8755) to increase the pension of Mary C. Thom 
son was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro’ fo 
increase the pension of Mary C. Thompson, widow of Dr. ore 
Thompson, deceased, from $12 to $20 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CATHARINE DARRAGH, 

The bill (H. R. 1892) granting a pension to Catharine Darragh 
was considered as in Committee’ of the Whole. It proposes to 
place on the pension roll the name of Catharine h, widow 
of John Darragh, late a private in Company H, One hundred and 
tenth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and to pay her a pension 
of $12 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


GEORGE W. PALMER. 


The bill (S. 8094) granting an increase of pension to George W. 
Palmer was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
to place on the pension roll the name of George W. Palmer, 

ate a private of Company B, Tenth Regiment United States In- 
fantry, at $24 per month, in lieu of the pension he is now receiving. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


AUGUSTUS G. CARY, 


The bill (H. R. 4405) granting a pension to Augustus G. Cary 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place on the pension roll the name of Augustus G. Cary, late 

st lieutenant, United States Revenue Marine, and to pay him a 
pension of $30 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


OLIVER P. SILVEY, 


The bill (S. 877) granting an increase of pension to Oliver P. 
Silvey, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 7, before the word “dollars,” to strike out 
“twenty-four” and insert ‘‘twenty;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the poraya laws, the name of Oliver P, Silvey, late of 
Company D, 8 Indiana Infantry, at the rate of $20 a month, in 
lieu of the pension he is now receiving. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. : 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third.time, and passed. 


RANSOM S. ANGELL. 


The bill (S. 8152) granting an increase of ion to Ransom S. 
Angell, late private of Company G, First iment Wisconsin 
Cavalry, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an 
amendment, in line 7, before the word “ dollars,” to strike out 
“twenty-five” and insert ‘‘seventeen;”so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the pecrenary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the on roll the name of Ransom 
S. Angell, late private in 9 First ent Wisconsin 3 and 
pay him a pension of $17 per month, in lieu of the pension he is now Ving. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

MRS. ELIZA G. PYNE. 

The bill (H. R. 3990) ting a pension to Mrs. Eliza G. Pyne 
was considered as in 5 of the Whole. It pro to 

lace on the pension roll, at $20 per month, thename o s. Eliza 

. Pyne, widow of Charles M. e, who was captain of unas- 
signed company of the Forty-second Regiment United States 
Infan 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
; MARGARET J. YOUNG. 

The bill (H. R. 9139) ting a pension to Margaret J. Young 
was considered as in 8 of the Whole. It proposes to 
place upon the pension roll the name of Margaret J. Young, de- 
pendent foster mother of John H. Jones, late a private in Com- 
pany F, Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and to pay her 
a pension of $12 per month, 

he bill was reported to the Senate withoutamendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
HENRY FARMER. 

The bill (S. 396) ting a pension to Henry Farmer was con- 
sidered as e of the Whole. It proposes to place on the 
pension roll the name of Henry Farmer, late private in Captain 
Chile’s company, Second Regiment Tennessee Mounted Infantry, 
in Cherokee war. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I move toamend the bill by adding at the 
close ‘‘ and pay him a pension at the rate of $12 per month.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was con in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

ROBERT SMALLS. 


The bill (H. R. 1874) to place the name of Robert Smalls on the 
pension roll was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
roposes to restore to the pension roll the name of Robert Smalls 
1 a pilot in the United States Navy, and to pay him a pension 
of $30 month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without oe ordered 

to a third reading, read the third time, and . 
MARY MARTIN, 

The bill (H. R. 1890) granting a ion to Mary Martin was 
considered as in Committee of the ole. It Reon to place on 
the pension roll the name of Mary Martin, widow of James Mar- 
tin, late a private in Company C, One hundred and twenty-fifth 
rei ae ew York Volunteers, and to pay her a pension of $12 

r month. 

Phe bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
THERESA PEEBLES. 


The bill (H. R. 4355) to increase the pension of Theresa Peebles, 
of Jefferson County, Ga., was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to increase the pension of Theresa Peebles, of 
Jefferson County, Ga., a widow of a soldier of the war of 1812, 
from $12 to $18 per month, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LENA D. SMITH. 

Mr. VILAS. From the Committee on Pensions I desire to report 
back without amendment the bill (S. 3381) ting a . to 
Lena D. Smith, and I ask for its present consideration. Iwill state 
that a similar bill was passed 2 the last session by the Senate and 
Iam informed also by the House, but it failed at the last moment 
of the session to receive the signature of the President, 


By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to place upon 
the pension roll the name of Lena D. Smith, widow of ee Clay 
Smith, late colonel Fourth Kentucky Cavalry and brigadier- 

eneral United States Volunteers, and to pay to her a pension of 


month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. MORRILL. I movethat the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business, 

_ The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After ten minutes spent in exec: 
utive session the doors were reopened, and (at 3 o'clock and 30 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Tuesday, 
December 15, 1896, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate December 14, 1896. 
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSIONER. 

Charles A. Prouty, of Vermont, to be an Interstate Comm: 
Commissioner, for the term ending December 31, 1901, vi 
Wheelock G. Veazey, resigned. 

POSTMASTERS. 

William M. Moss, to be postmaster at Bloomfield, in the county 
of Greene and State of e , in the place of William L. Isen 
hower, removed. 

Edward M. Wilson, to be postmaster at Buffalo Center, in the 
county of Winnebago and State of Iowa, the appointment of a 
eee for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

dent on and after October 1, 1896. 
ge e D. Thurston, to be at Leicester, in the county 
of Worcester and State of Massachusetts, the appointment of a 
ostmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
ident on and after October 1, 1896. 
PROMOTION IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 

Second Lieut. Frank H. Dim of Massachusetts, to be a first 
lieutenant in the Revenue-Cutter ice of the United States, to 
succeed Henry B. Rogers, promoted. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, , 


Lewis I. ONeal, of the District of Columbia, to be justice of the 
in the county of i n, in the District of Columbia, 
to be assigned to the city of Washington. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 

Capt. George H. Perkins, United States Navy, retired, to bea 

Peet in the Navy, on the retired list, from the 9th day of 
y» 1896. 

Lieut. Commander John P. Merrell, to be a commander in the 
Navy, from the ist day of November, 1896, vice Commander Fred- 
erick W. Crocker, deceased. 

Lieut. Commander Joseph G. Eaton, to be a commander in the 
Navy, from the 10th day of November, 1896, vice Commander 
Wi B. Newman, retired. 

Lieut. Charles P. Perkins, to be a lieutenant- commander in the 
Navy, from the 18th day of February, 1896, vice Lieut. Commander 
George bE ek lan deceased. . 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Daniel P. Menefee, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the 18th day of February, 1896, vice Lient. Charles 
P. Perkins, promoted. 
et Volney O. Chase, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in the 

av 
Grade) 


the 18th day of February, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior 
Daniel P. Menefee, promoted. 

Lieut. Benjamin H. Buckingham, to be a lieutenant-commander 
in the Navy, from the 28th day of February, 1896, vice Lieut. Com- 
mander Charles T. Hutchins, promoted. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) John H. Gibbons, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the 28th day of February, 1896, vice Lieut. Benja- 
min H. Buckingham, poe: 

Ensign George R. Slocum, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in 
the Aaya from the 28th day of February, 1896, vice Lieut. (Jun- 
ior Grade) John H. Gibbons, promoted. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Thomas Snowden, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the 11th day of March, 1896, to fill a vacancy ex- 
isting in that 0. 

Ensign William G. Miller, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in 
the Navy, from the 11th day of March, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior 
Grade) Thomas Snowden, promoted. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Edwin H. Tillman, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the 12th day of March, 1896, vice Lieut. William 
C. Babcock, deceased. 

Ensign George W. Kline, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in th 
Navy,from the 12th day of March, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior Grade) 
Edwin H. Tillman, promoted, 
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Lieut. (Junior jes espe te F. Lopez, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the ist day of April, 1896, vice Lieut. John O. Nic- 
olson, retired. 

Ensign John P. McGuinness, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in 
the Navy, from the ist day of April, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior Grade) 
Robert F. Lopez, promoted. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Frank W. Kellogg, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the 3d day of April, 1896, vice Lieut. Alfred L. 
Hall, deceased 


Ensign Joseph Strauss, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in the 
Navy, from the 3d day of April, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior Grade) 
Frank W. Kellogg, promoted. : 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Jobn L. Purcell, to be a lieutenant in the 
Navy, from the 29th day of April, 1896, vice Lieut. Hanson R. 

ler, retired. 3 . 

Charles S. Stanworth, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) 
in the Navy, from the 29th day of April, 1896 (subject to the exam- 
inations required by law), vice Lieut. (Junior Grade) John L. 
Purcell, promoted. 

Lient. (Junior Grade) Reuben O. Bitler, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the 29th day of April, 1896, vice Lieut. Samuel 
Seabury, retired, y 

Ensign Robert L. Russell, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in 
the Navy, from the 29th day of April, 1896 (subject to the exam- 
inations required by law), vice Lieut. (Junior Grade) Reuben O. 
Bitler, promoteđd. 

Lieut. Commander Seth M. Ackley, to be a commander in the 
Navy, from the 4th day of May, 1896, vice Commander Felix 
McCurley, deceased. 

Lieut. Charles G. Bowman, to be a lieutenant-commander in the 
Navy, from the 4th day of May, 1896, vice Lieut. Commander Seth 
M. Ackley, promoted. 

Lient. (Junior Grade) Herman G. Dresel, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the 4th day of May, 1896, vice Lieut. Charles G. 
Bowman, promoted. 

Ensign Harrison A. Bispham, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) 
in the Navy, from the 4th day of May, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior 
Grade) Herman G. Dresel, promoted. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Harry Phelps, to be a lieutenant in the 
Navy, from the 10th day of May, 1896, vice Lieut. Jeremiah C. 
Burnett, retired. 

Ensign Armistead Rust, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in the 
Navy, from the 10th day of May, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior Grade) 
Harry Phelps, promoted. t 

Ensign George R. Evans, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in 
the Navy, from the 9th day of June, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior 
Grade) Benjamin E. Thurston, deceased. 

Commander Colby M. Chester, to be a captain in the Navy, from 
the 12th day of June, 1896, vice 8 Allen V. Reed, promoted. 

Lieut. Commander William W. Gillpatrick, to be a commander 
in the Navy, from the 12th day of June, 1896, vice Commander 
Colby M. Chester, promoted. 

Lieut. William P. Potter, to be a lieutenant-commander in the 
Navy, from the 12th day of June, 1896, vice Lieut. Commander 
Wilflam W. Gillpatrick, promoted. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Patrick W. Hourigan, to be a lieutenant 
in the Navy, from the 12th day of June, 1896, vice Lieut. William 
P. Potter, promoted. 

Ensign Edward W. Eberle, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in 
the Navy, from the 12th day of June, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior 
Grade) Patrick W. Hourigan, promoted. 

Commander Charles E. Clark, to bea captain in the Navy, from 
the 2ist day of June, 1896, vice Capt. Theodore F. Kane, retired. 

Lient. Commander Benjamin S. Richards, to be a commander in 
the Navy, from the 21st day of June, 1896, vice Commander Charles 
E. Clark, promoted. 

Lieut. William H. Beehler, to be a lieutenant-commander in the 
Navy, from the 2ist day of June, 1896, vice Lieut. Commander 
Benjamin S. Richards, promoted. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) John B. Bernadou, to be a lieutenant in the 
Navy, from the 2ist day of June, 1896, vice Lieut. William H. 
Beehler, promoted. 

Paien Charles M. McCormick, to be alieutenant (junior e) 
in the Navy, from the 21st day of June, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior 
Grade) John B. Bernadou, promoted. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Homer C, Poundstone, to be a lientenant 
in the Navy, from the 4th day of July, 1896, vice Lieut. William 
C. Strong, retired. 

Ensign Glennie Tarbox, to be a lientenant (junior grade) in the 
Navy, from the 4th day of July, 1896, vice Lieut, (Junior Grade) 
Homer C. Poundstone, promoted. 

Lieut. Commander Benjamin F. Tilley, to be a commander in 
the Navy. from the 4th day of September, 1896, vice Commander 
John S. Newell, deceased. 

Lieut. Giles B. Harber, to be a lieutenant-commander in the 
Navy, from the 4th day of September, 1896, vice Lieut. Com- 
mander Benjamin F. Tilley, promoted, 
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Lieut. (Junior Grade) Albert A. Ackerman, to be a lieutenant 


in the Navy, from the 4th day of September, 1896, vice Lieut. Giles 
B. Harber, promoted. 

Ensign William W. Gilmer, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in 
the Navy, from the 4th day of September, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior 
Grade) Albert A. Ackerman, promoted. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Aibert P. Niblack, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the 5th day of September, 1896, vice Lieut. Charles 
A. Bradbury, retired. F 

Ensign Robert E. Coontz, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in the 
Navy, from the 5th day of September, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior 
Grade) Albert P. Niblack, promoted. 

Lieut. (Junior genre A illiam Truxtun, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the 5th day of September, 1896, vice Lieut. Richard 
Mitchell, retired. 

Ensign William H. G. Bullard, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) 
in the Navy, from the 5th day of September, 1896, vice Lieut. 
(Junior Grade) William Truxtun, promoted. 

Commander Charles J. Barclay, to be a captain in the Navy, from 
the Ist day of October, 1896, vice Capt. James O’Kane, retired. 

Lieut. Commander Harry Knox, to be acommander in the Navy, 
from the Ist day of October, 1896, vice Commander Charles J. 
Barclay, promoted. 

Lieut. Sumner C. Paine, to be a lieutenant-commander in the 
Navy from the ist day of October, 1896 (subject to the examina- 
Souk SoU by law), vice Lieut. Commander Harry Knox, pro- 
moted. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Stokely Morgan, to be a lieutenant in 
the Navy, from the ist day of October, 1896 (subject to the ex- 
aminations required by law), vice Lieut. Sumner C. Paine, pro- 


moted. 

Ensign Webster A. Edgar, to be a lieutenant (junior grade) in 
the Navy, from the Ist day of October, 1896, vice Lieut. (Junior 
Grade) Stokely Morgan, promoted. 

Lieut. Commander Clifford H. West, to be a commander in the 
Navy, from the 11th day of October, 1896, vice Commander William 
W. Gillpatrick, deceased. 

Asst. Naval Constructors Lloyd Bankson and John G. Tawre- 
sey, to pa mayai constructors in the Navy, from the 30th day of 

une, i R 

Holden A. Evans, a citizen of Florida; William P. Robert, a 
citizen of Mississippi; Daniel H. Cox, a citizen of New York; 
Thomas G. Roberts, a citizen of Alabama, and Lawrence S. Adams, 
a citizen of Pennsylvania, to be assistant naval constructors in the 
Navy, from the Ist day of July, 1896. 

P. A. Engineer James P. 8. Lawrance, to be a chief engineer in 
the Navy, from the 5th day of June, 1896, vice Chief Engineer 
Jackson McElmell, retired. 

Asst. Engineer Walter S. Burke, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer in the Navy, from the 5th day of June, 1896, vice P. A. Engi- 
neer James P. S. Lawrance, promoted. 

P. A. Engineer Isaac S. K. Reeves, to be a chief engineer in the 
Navy, from the 2ist day of June, 1896, vice Chief Engineer Gilbert 
M. L. Maccarty, retired. : 

Asst. Engineer Oscar W. Koester, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer in the Navy, from the 21st day of June, 1896, vice P. A. Engi- 
neer Isaac 8. K. Reeves, promoted. 

P. A. Engineer Wythe M. Parks, to be a chief engineer in the 
Navy, from the 27th day of June, 1896, vice Chief Engineer George 
F. Kutz, retired. 

Asst. Engineer Edward L. Beach, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer in the Navy, from the 27th day of June, 1896, vice P. A. Engi- 
neer Wythe M. Parks, promoted. 

P. A. Engineer F H. Bailey, to be a chief engineer in the 
Navy, from the 27th day of June, 1896, vice Chief Engineer James 
W. Thompson, retired. í 

Asst. Engineer Herman O. Stickney, to be a passed assistant 
engineer in the Navy, from the 27th day of June, 1896, vice P. A. 
Engineer Frank H. Bailey, 8 

P. A, Engineer George 8. Willits, to be a chief engineer in the 
Navy, from the 4th day of July, 1896, vice Chief Engineer George 
W. Roche, retired. 

Asst. Engineer Lonis M. Nulton, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer in the Navy, from the 4th day of July, 1896, vice P. A. Engi- 
neer George S. Willits, promoted. 

P. A. Engineer Walter F. Worthington, to be a chief engineer 
in the Navy, from the 14th day of October, 1895, vice Chief Engi- 
neer John L. D. Borthwick, retired. 

Asst. Engineer John B. Patton, to be passed assistant engineer 
in the Navy, from the 14th day of October, 1896, vice P. A. Engineer 
Walter F. Worthington, promoted. 

Asst. Engineer George W. Danforth, to be a passed assistant 
engineer in the Navy, from the 15th day of November, 1896, vice 
P. A. Engineer Andrew McAllister, retired. 

Navy, from the 14th day of A gut, 1896, vice Pap master Henry & 
avy, from the yo vice 
Machette, retired. 
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Asst. Paymaster Philip V. Mohun, to be a passed assistant pay- 
master in the Navy, from the 14th day of August, 1896, vice P. A. 
ce oes John S. Carpenter, promoted. 

aymaster Daniel A. Smith, to be a pay inspector in the Navy, 
from the 10th eer of October, 1896, vice Pay Inspector Worthing- 


ton Goldsborough, retired. 

P. A. Paymaster Livingston Hunt, to be a paymaster in the Navy, 
from the 10th day of October, 1896, vice Paymaster Daniel A. Smith, 
promoted. 


Asst. Paymaster Martin McMahon Ramsay, to be a passed assist- 
ant paymaster in the Navy, from the 10th day of October, 1896, 
vice P. A. Paymaster Livingston Hunt, promoted. 

P. A. Paymaster John A. Mudd, to be a pa ter in the Navy, 
from the Ist day of November, 1896, vice Paymaster Henry T. 
ses 3 Guy G. Rodgers, to be ed assistant 

t. Paymaster Guy G. gers, a passed assis pay- 
master in the Navy, from the ist day of November, 1896 (subject 
to the examinations required by law), vice P. A. Paymaster John 
A. Mudd, promoted. 

George G. Seibels, a citizen of Alabama, to be an assistant pay: 
master in the Navy, from the 3ist day of August, 1896, to a 
vacancy existing in that grade. 

Edmund W. Bonnaffon, a citizen of Pen 
ery ig bernie in the Navy, from the 7th 
1896, to a vacancy existing in that grade. 

Medical Inspector Daniel MeMurtrie, to be a medical director in 
the Navy, from the 8d day of September, 1896, vice Medical 
Director David Kindleberger, retired à 

Surg. John L. Neilson, to be a medical inspector in the Navy, 
from the 3d day of Fi dan’ 1896, vice Medical Inspector Daniel 
McMurtrie, promoted. 

P. A. Surg. John M. Edgar, to be a in the Navy, from 
the 50 day of September, 1896, vice Surg. John L. Neilson, pro- 
moted. 

P. A. Surg. Thomas C. Craig, to be a surgeon in the Navy, from 
the — 5 day of October, 1896, vice Surg. Daniel M. Guiteras, 
retired. 

P. A. Surg. Philip Leach, to be a surgeon in the Navy, from the 
cele of November, 1896, vice Surg. Alexander F. Magruder, 
retired. 

George D. Costigan, a citizen of California, to be an assistant 
surgeon in the Navy, from the 11th day of August, 1896, to fill a 
vacancy existing in that grade, 

Middleton S. Elliott, a citizen of South Carolina, to be an assist- 
ant surgeon in the Navy, from the 6th day of October, 1896, to fill 
a vacancy existing in that grade. 

Frank L. Pleadwell, a citizen of Massachusetts, to be an assist- 
ant surgeon in the Navy, from the 24th day of October, 1896, to fill 
a vacancy existing in that grade. : 

Dudley N. Carpenter, a citizen of New Hampshire, to be an 
assistant surgeon in the . the 24th day of October, 1896, 
to fill a vacancy existing in that y 

Daniel H. Morgan, a citizen of West Virginia, to be an assist- 
ant surgeon in the Navy, from the 27th day of November, 1896, to 
fill a vacancy existing in that grade. 

The following-named graduates of the Naval Sapien to be 
ensigns in the Navy, from the ist day of July, 1896, to fill vacan- 
cies existing in that e on that date, viz: 

Irvin V. Gillis, a citizen of New York. 

Ridley McLean, a citizen of Tennessee. 

Raymond Stone, a citizen of Alabama, 

David F. Sellers, a citizen of New Mexico. 

Charles Webster, a citizen of Massachusetts, 

John T. Tompkins, a citizen of Louisiana. 

Provoost Babin, a citizen of New York. 

Simon P. Fullinwider, a citizen of Missouri. 

Lewis P a oct of N. 8 

Stephen V. a citizen of Michigan. 

5 L. Bennett, a citizen of Massachusetts. 

Fritz L. Sandoz, a citizen of Louisiana. 

John McC. Luby, a citizen of Texas. 

William P. Scott, a citizen of Pennsylvania. 

Arthur G. Kavanagh, a citizen of Nebraska. 

Carlton F. Snow, a citizen of Maine. 

Charles S. Bookwalter, a citizen of Illinois. 

Roscoe C. Bulmer, a citizen of Nevada. 

Gilbert S. Galbraith, a citizen of Pennsylvania. 

Roscoe Spear, a citizen of Pennsylvania. 

Robert W. McNeely, a citizen of North Carolina. 

Walter S. Turpin, a citizen of Maryland. 

George L. P. Stone, a citizen of Georgia. 

William S. Whitted, a citizen of North Carolina. 

Robert H. Osborn, a citizen of New York. 

Walter J. Manion, a citizen of Louisiana, 

George E. Gelm, a citizen of New York. 

Clarence England, a citizen of Arkansas. 

The following-named graduates of the Naval Academy, to be 


lvania, to be an 
y of November, 


assistant engineers in the Navy, from the 1st day of July, 1896, to 
fill vacancies existing in that grade on that date, viz: 

John M. Hudgins, a citizen of Virginia. 

14 7 K. Me Morris, a citizen of Alabama. 

Alfred W. Hinds, a citizen of Alabama. 

Roscoe C. Moody, a citizen of Maine. 

Leland F. James, a citizen of South Carolina. 

Ralph H. Chappell, a citizen of Michigan. 

Joseph M. Reeves, a citizen of Ilinois. 

3 T. Cooper, a citizen of Delaware. 

e T. Baker, a citizen of Ohio. 

Frank Lyon, a citizen of Kentucky. 

Hutch I. Cone, a citizen of Florida. 

Emory Winship, a citizen of Georgia. 

Edwin H. De Lany, a citizen of Tennessee. 

First Lieut. Littleton W. T. Waller, United States Marino 
Corps, to be a captain in said corps, from the 14th day of June, 
1896, vice Capt. Stephen W. kenbush, deceased. 

Second Lieut. Albert S. McLemore, United States Marine Corps, 
to be a first lieutenant in said corps, from the 14th day of June, 
1896, vice First Lieut. Littleton W. T. Waller, promoted. 

Melville J. Shaw, a graduate of the Naval Academy and a 
citizen of Minnesota, to be a second lieutenant in the United 
States Marine corps, from the ist day of July, 1896, to fill a vacancy 
existing in that e. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 10, 1898, 
CONSULS. 


Frank D. Hill, of Minnesota, formerly consul at La Guayra, to 
be consul of the United States at Santos, Brazil. 

Samuel M. Simmons, of Texas, to be consul of the United States 
at Piedras Ne , Mexico. 

George E. Kedzie, of Mexico, to be consul of the United States 
at Durango, Mexico. 

Paul Wiesike, of Texas, to be consul of the United States at 
Managua, Nica a. 

Horace L. Washington, of Texas, to be consul of the United 
States at Alexandretta Le 

Walter B. Barker, of Mi issippi, formerly commercial agent at 
Spy la Grande, Cuba, to be consul of the United States at that 
place. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


MONDAY, December 14, 1896. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. COUDEN. 
ae. Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read and ap- 
proved. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 2604) to increase the pension of Caroline A. Hough, 
widow of Brig. Gen. John Hough; and 

A bill (H. R. 4354) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Gould Carr, 
widow of the late Brig. Gen. and Byt. Maj. Gen. Joseph B. Carr, 
United States Volunteers, deceased. 


HOLIDAY RECESS, 


Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means to present for immediate consideration a 
concurrent resolution relating to the holiday recess. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That whi 
the two Houses adjourn on Tuesday, the 22d day of December, they Pekin 
adjourned until 12 o'clock meridian on Tuesday, January 5, 1597. ; 


The concurrent resolution was adopted. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its cler 
announced that the Senate had to the amendments o 
the House of Representatives to the joint resolution (S. R. 162) 
continuing in force section 2 of the act a beh en June 3, 1896, 
entitled An act to repeal section 61 of an ‘Act to reduce taxation, 


to provide revenue for the Government, and for other purposes,’ 
which became a law August 28, 1894,” and asked a conference with 
the House on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon 
and had appointed Mr. PLATT, Mr. ALDRICH, and Mr. JONES o 
Arkansas as the conferees on the part of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the 
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amendment of the House of resentatives to the bill (S. 2306) 
to amend Title LX, chapter 8, of the Revised Statutes, relating to 


copyrights. 
SENATE BILL REFERRED. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bill was 
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as follows: é 
A bill (S. 8333) to amend an act entitled An act making appro- 
riations for the construction, repair, and preservation of certain 
public works on rivers and harbors, and for other dot on passed 
ally June 8, 1896—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 
EASTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS. 


Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. S er, Lask unanimous consent 
for the A aba pat consideration of the bill (H. R. 9469) to constitute 
a new division of the eastern judicial district of Texas, and to pro- 
vide for the holding of terms of court at Beaumont, Tex.,and for 
the appointment of a clerk for said court. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

it ted, etc., ties of Jeff Newton, Ji 
Hardin Liberty, Tyler Ban Augustine, Babine, Polk and Ban Jacinto shall 
constitute a division of the easte: dicial district of Texas. 

Sec. 2. That terms of the circuit and district courts of the United States for 
the said eastern district of the State of Texas shall be held twice year 


at the city of Beaumont, on the first Mondays in June December. 

SEO. 3. t all civil process 3 e said 
counties of Jefferson, Oren ewton, Jasper, 5 Tyler, 
c bo 

cour e re 0 e vely, e 
atthe city of amont; and tions for offenses committed in either 

said counties shall U: 


be tried in the appropria nited States court at the 
ty of Beaumont: Tha’ tion com- 


Provided, t no process or prosecu 
menced or suit instituted before the passage of this act shall be in any way 


affected by the provisions hereof. 
BEC. 4. o circuit and district courts for said district 
hall maintain an office in of th ves or a deputy at said city of 
umont. wa shall be kept open at times for the transaction of the 
vision 


Bae 8. That so ranch of all acts or parts of acts as are in conflict herewith 
are hereby repealed. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. S. er, I will ask the gentleman present- 
ing this bill whether it does not necessitate the creation of an 
additional Federal jndge? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. It does not, This is a bill which 
re both Houses of Congress at the last session and went to 

e President, but reached him so late that he did not sign it. 
The matter has been upon twice by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. The bill does not provide for the e pa of an 
additional judge, but merely for the holding of court at another 
point in the district. 
gir HOPKINS. Why is it necessary to have a new district 

ere 
Mr. COOPER of Texas. The bill does not make a new dis- 
trict; it simply makes a new division of the eastern district. 

Mr. HOP S. All there is in it, then, is to take certain coun- 
ties from one district and put them in another? 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. No; it does not do that; it simply 

es another division in the existing district. It does not inter- 

ere with any other district, does not take any counties from another 

district, but simply authorizes the holding of court at another 
point in the eastern district. 

There being no objection, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
aut ras third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, 

On motion of Mr, COOPER of Texas, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

REQUEST FOR RETURN OF A BILL, 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the resolution which I send to the desk, 

The resolution was read, as follows: > 

Resol That the Senate be requested to return House bill 8771 to the 
House of Representatives. 

The resolution was adopted. 

DISTRICT BUSINESS, 

Mı. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for a 
special order that Thursday of this week be substituted for to-day 
so far as the consideration of District of Columbia business is 
concerned. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask to have a report 
printed as a House document in connection with a bill that will 
come up for consideration on Thursday. It is a letter from the 
Board of Commissioners of the District of Columbia to the House 
District Committee, relating to the extension of North Capitol 
street through the Prospect Hill Cemetery. 

There was no objection, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

BRIDGE ACROSS THE OUACHITA RIVER. 


Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Speaker, lask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of a bridge bill (H. R. 6750) „to authorize 


the mayor and city council of Monroe, La., to construct a traffic 
bri across the Ouachita River opposite said city.” I think it 
will hardly be necessary to read the at length. I ask that the 
report be read instead. 
r. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I think the bill ought to be read. 

The bill was read at length. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

There was no objection. 

An amendment recommended by the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce, inserting after the word Monroe,” the 
words and the police jury of the parish of Ouachita,” was 


ye 
e billas amended was ordered to be and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 


time, and passed. 
The title was amended by adding the words “‘ and the police 
jury of the parish of O ta” after the word Monroe.” 


On motion of Mr. BOATNER, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


JOHN J. GUERIN. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. S. er, Lask unanimous consent for the 
resent consideration of the bill (H. R. 8197) for the relief of 
ohn T. Guerin. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


— 555 the record eee 
9 d and gran . discharge in his rightful 
ue 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it Was 3 the third time, and passed. 
The title of the bill was amended so as to read: A bill for the 
relief of John J. Guerin.” fa 
On motion of Mr. BINGHAM, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


CHARLES T. TROWBRIDGE, ETO, 


Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill which I send to the desk, 
H. R. 7282, for the relief of Charles T. Trowbridge and others. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That Charles T. Trowbridge shall be held and considered 
to have been mustered into service as a ca George D. Walker as a first 
lieutenant, and John A. Trowbridge as a second 
ment of South Carolina 8 Volunteers, on the 8th day of May, 1802; 
and the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be 


respective es fro: 
less any pay and 
for the same peri : 


srbe cr agers Is there objection to the present consideration 
0 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, 1 the right to object, Ishould 
like to know something about this bill before I consent to its con- 
sideration at this time. 

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. S er, I ask that the report be read, 
as it will give the desired information. 

The report (by Mr. Mars) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on pected Ay rats to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8392) for the relief of Charles T. Trowbridge, George D. Walker, and John A. 
EK gee. therefor 


1. John Grant. 
H.. mber 


having had the same under consideration, substitute 
and recommend that the same do 


a and attach hereto and make 
a part of this report the War Department repo 


RECORD AND PENSION OFFICE, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, March 1), 1896. 


DEAR SIR: In returning herewith the R. left by vou at the Department 
esterday, relative to the pending bit ( 8392) for the relief of les T. 
w bridge, George D. Walker, and J A. Trow „I haye the honor to 
vise you as follows, in compliance with your request for information rela- 


Charl .F. Tro n dg was a t ot Com F, First New York 
les T. w was a sergean ew Yor 
Engineers, and on May 1802, he was detailed by General Benham to raise a 


pany F, 

giment” on May 

First New York E eers, an 
in May or June, 1 Altho 
of his service are not ebon, 
same time the two Trowbridges were, and was en; 
same regiment of negro troops. 


5 — ordered on detach 
h the exact date of the order and the character 
is probable that he was detailed 
in recruiting for the 

It ap that th 


ese men never returned to duty as enlisted men of the 
5 ngineers, but eae thef all received commissions in the 

t South Caro (colored) Volunteers on October 13, 1862, Charles T. 
ze i being pe a captain, George D. Walker a first lieutenant, 
and John A. Trow 


bri a second lieutenant. 

The regiment for which these men were en; in recruiting did a 
1 its organization, but was disbanded order of Major-Gene: 
Hunter on or about August 10, 1 and the reco! do not show what duty 
they were eng: upon until October 13, 1862, on which date they were 
appoin o ioned offlcers of the First South Carolina (colored) Vol- 
unteers, but it is to be presumed that they were employed in organizing that 


es 
though these officers had no commissions or appointments between May 
3 and October 13, 1862, they ap to have been actually employed upon a 
uty for the performance of which, in the case of white troops, provision was 
e for the tion ed geod of commissioned officers. The W. 
ent in a gen order dated July 8, 1862, that in 
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new sg Prana the governors of States should have authority to appoint a 
second lieutenant for each company to muster into service such recruits as 
might be enlisted by him, but that if he should fail to secure an organized 
pany reasonable time as the governor might designate, his 
men might be transferred to some other company, his appointment be re- 


t Š 
It is, of course, . 4 to determina now how many men were recruited 
lina 1 Ca ieee Bal sag es First Lieu- 


tes oned 
officers of this regiment is evidence that their service in connection with the 
8 of it was satisfactory. 
though these men were all regularly appointed as commissioned officers 
on October 13, 1862, and were ly mustered into service under their 
8 there was no au ty of law r eon them as such prior 
to the date of their a 3 and co; per ey merely recei the 
y of enlisted men from May 8 to October 13.1 . The object of the pend- 
Es bill is evidently to give to them for this period the erence between 
their pay as enlisted men and the pay which they would have received if 
the Had 9 7 — appointed and . into service as commissioned officers 


on 8, 1 

The Pill is defective in that it proposes a ‘muster ” to be mado in a service 
that long ago out of existence, and of men who are no lon under 
military control. It is defective, also, in that it makes no app tion out 
of whic 3 can be made, and directs that payment shall 
an official who is not a disbursing officer of the Government, and who has no 
funds at his disposal.. It is su , therefore, that the bill should 
amended in these ts, and I transmit herewith a draft of a bill which 
will, if enacted into a law, accomplish all that is desired in this case. 


vi tfully, 
8 1 F. C. AINSWORTH, 
Colonel, United States Army, Chief Record and Pension Office. 


Hon. LOREN FLETCHER, 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. BLUE. Is the bill which the gentleman asks to have con- 
sidered the substitute that was drafted by Colonel Ainsworth? 

Mr. FLETCHER. It is. 
ere SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this 

There was no objection. 
. The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

JOHN DUNCAN. 


Mr. DOCKERY. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

sic bill (H. R. 4853) for the relief of John Duncan was read, 
as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the of War be, o se is hereby, author- 


= uth: 

ized and directed to issue an honorable ohn Duncan, late of 
Company D, Twenty-fifth Infantry, and to correct his military rec- 
ord accordingly as it appears in the archives of the War Department. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this 
bill? 


Mr. STEELE. Let us have the report read. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the report; but before the reading 
was concluded, 

Mr. STEELE said: I do not insist on the further reading of the 


There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; andit was repeat read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DOCKERY, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid ou the table. 

ELLIS H. ROBERTS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I ask unanimous consent for the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. 596) for the relief of Ellis H. Roberts, 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etç., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
directed to pay to Ellis H. Roberts, late assistant treasurer of the United 
States at New York City, N. Y., out of wy moneys in the Treasury not other- 
wise ap riated, the sum of , the said sum of 5 a loss 
in in the said office of said assistant treasurer, without default or neg- 
ligence on his part, and made good to the Government by him. 

There being no objection, the House procona to the disposi- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SHER: ; a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 

GOVERNMENT RESERVATION, FORT SMITH, ARK. 

Mr. LITTLE. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 2923) for the better improvement of the 
Government reservation at the city of Fort Smith, in the State of 
Arkansas, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read. A 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 


Mr. STEELE. I think we ought to hear the re I reserve 
the right to object. The Secretary of War, the of the 
, and the Secretary of the Interior all seem to con- 

ed in this matter. 


. LITTLE. I ask that the Clerk read the report. 
The report was read. 


5 oe SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this 
Mr. DALZELL. It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that this is too 
important a bill to be passed by unanimous consent, especiall 
when the House is not paying attention to legislation. OF niece: 
PETER YOUNG. 
Mr. CROWTHER. I ask unanimous consent for the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 6143) for the relief of Peter 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it ted, etc., That the Secretary of W: 
ized to correct the military record of Peter Young late meivne n Gem pn 
K, Fifth Missouri State tia Cavalry, by removing therefrom the charge 
of desertion. 
The amendments reported by the committee were read, as 
follows: 
In line 3, after the word “authorized,” add the words “and directed.” 
Salata iy MES DE 
‘an 8 0! 0 
fiissouri State Militia Cavalry, was mustered oak pop as ce 
Mr. CROWTHER. I ask that the report be read. 
4 — SPEAKER. Pending the right to object, the report will 
The report (by Mr. TRACEY) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Mili Affairs, to wh 
6143) for the relief of Peter’ gung. have 5 me poset city he 
ana peg. wore ae eee as a private in Com B of the Thir- 
teenth Regiment of Missouri Volunteers on the 13th 3 4 — 5 Taal, to 


da; 
serve three years. He was captured and paroled at Lexington. r „ 
20th day of September, Ist Š das aaa 
mre A 


24, 1862, he enlisted to serve in the war as a private in Company 

a 
181 isdifficult to see how the charge of desertion ever came to be made against 
released from the 


resent 
ounge 


Missouri State Militia Cavalry, and was mustered into service 
that he was ever 


: ail tho ver —— 3 — paroled prison 
ere pany an: en —repor asa ir! 
and that fond: anuary and N 1863. 9 ey present, with 7 


“At St. Louis to be exchanged.” ental returns for A: and Ma 
1863, show him absent at Benton Barracks, a “paroled oe h 55 


The com- 
pany muster roll for May and June, 1863, shows him present. 
e 


Th A gA gania of war records at Benton Barracks show him grey to Jan- 
uary 29, 1863, when the remark appears opposite his name, Sent to Lieutenant 
Gusson, commanding stragglers’ camp. 


Colonel Pennick, commanding the Fifth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, tes- 
tifies that a careful reexamina of all retained of monthly reports 
and pee memoranda as colonel of said regiment during the late war akora 
conclusively that Peter Young, of Company K of said ent, was not at 
any time during the service of said regiment considered or marked as a 
deserter, and that at the time said ent was di ged he was in good 
standing as a member of Company K and entitled, with the other members of 
said company and regiment, to an honorable discharge. His absence at an: 
and all times was owing to the fact that he was a paroled prisoner of war, ee 
if he was exchanged at any time prior to the muster outof the regiment, he, 
as commanding officer of said regiment, had no knowledge of any such 
exchange or order, nor does he believe that Young was ever notified of such 


gaz him an honorable 
uri State Militia Cavalry, was mustered out of service. 


There bea, no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 


tion of the 
The amendments reported by the committee were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; andit was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
On motion of Mr. CROWT. , & motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 
JACOB SCOTT, 


Mr. BURTON of Missouri. I ask unanimous consent for the 
Seer consideration of the bill (H. R. 4360) for the relief of Jacob 


The bill was read. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Let us hear the report in this case or let 
some explanation be made. 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri. I think the reading of the report 
will sufficiently explain the bill. 

The report was read, . 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. STEELE. I will ask the gentleman from Missouri . 
Burton] whether there is anything in this report showing t 
this matter has ever goas before the War Department? 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri. I think not. 

Mr. STEELE. Then I object. 

A. A. HOSMER. 

Mr. HENDERSON, I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 6533) for the relief of A. A. Hosmer, 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby 2 
authorized to issu Addison A. Hosmer a certificate ot location in place 


e to 
certificate No. K 9, issued in pursuance of the acts of Congress approved June 
1860, March 2, 1867, and June 10, 1872, upon proof of ownership and loss of 
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the as the Secretary of the Interior . 
tion of a with good and sufficient s in dou chia the ARESO VANG 
of the certificate eee Be gh Secretary of 

Interior, conditioned to the U; A 
tion by an innocent foldera of the lost certificate. And certifica 
of location so to be issued shall have all the legal force and effect as had the 


one, No. K 9. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I should like to hear some explanation of 


this bill. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I will state in brief that the bill simply 
authorizes the issuing of a duplicate certificate of location filing 
original having been ont) upon proof of ownershi aus the 
of a bond to indemnify the Government against 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the consider- 
ation of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read & 
third time; and it was accordingly read the time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, a motion to reconsider the 
last vote was laid on the table. 


CURTIS P. WISE. 


Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Mr. S „Task unanimous consent 
for the present consideration of the bill (H. R.4223) for the relief 
of Curtis P. Wise. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
directed toremove from the record of Curtis P. Wise, late 5 
olunteer 


The Committee on Military Affairs recommend the adoption of 
the following amendment: . 

Add the words to date March 31, 1863: Provided. „That no pay, bounty, or 
allowance shall become due and payable by virtue of this act. 

There ig 7 objection, the bill was considered, the amendment 
recommend bi Bie the committee was a to, and the bill as 
amended ordered to be engrossed and a third time; and it was 
accordingly read the third pune and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Tlinois, a motion to reconsider the 
last vote was laid on the table. 


VETO MESSAGE—LYDIA A. TAFT. 


Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up a will report 

from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, the R. 577) 

granting a ponm to Lydia A. Taft, with the veto message of the 
ident, for immediate action. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to inform the House that 
the bill now presented is a bill which has been vetoed by the Presi- 
dent. The Clerk will read the bill, and the question will then be 
taken, Shall the bill pass, the objections of the President to the 
contrary notwithstanding? 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Mr. S. er, has this bill been referred to the 
committee, or does it stand on the veto as 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that it is a report from 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. McMILLIN. This is on a report of the committee? 

The SPEAKER. It is. The Clerk will read the bill. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is N 

authorized and directed to place upon the pension. roll, subject to the 
visions and limitations of the act of June 27, the name of Lydia A. 
as the widow of Lowell Taft, late a private in Company G, Eighteenth Regi- 
ment Connecticut Volunteers. 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the veto 
message of the President be read as a part of my remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from New York yield to 
the gentleman from Georgia? 

Mr. POOLE. I do. 

The SPEAKER. The veto message of the President will be 
read as a part of the remarks of the gentleman from Georgia. 

The veto message is as follows: 


To the House of Representatives: 


5 e herewith without a: a House bill No. 577, entitled “An act 
nuoga p a * to Lydia A. 
sa 1 neficiary named in ‘this bill N the wife of Lowell Taf 
who afterwards enlisted in the Union Sroa as rivate in a Connecticu 
regiment, and served from August, 1862, unt Sane. 865. The records of the 
War ent show that he was captured by the enemy June 15, 1863, and 
5 applies fi pensi: made b seth h he lived until 
plication for a ion was ever 0 y ough he lived un 
a Ri en he died at a soldiers’ home in Connecticu 
on is made that he incurred any disability in the service, or 
av’, his eath was in any manner related to such service. 
to the soldier and 


In 1882, nearly twenty-four years after her marriage 

seyenteen years after his rge from the Army, the beneficiary obtained 

a divorce from him upon the grounds of his habitual drunkenness and failure 

to afford her a support. 
It is now proposed, five 


ears after the soldier's death, to pension as his 
widow the wife who was fourteen 


vorced from him at her own instance 


years ago. 

A 988 generous care for widows deprived of a husband's support 
and com by the casualties or disabilities of war rests upon grounds 
which 9 eerfully approve; but it is difficult to place upon these 


grounds the case of this proposed posed benefi ficiary, who has renounced a wife's 


with all its duties iy of beco es and who by her own act 


N 


Se Rion 1 
e eee ee. tho House tee on bill, ti > 
some reason, contributed something toward the 8 
after hor divorco and paid the ex of his burial, the fact s re: 
that this sold: erag En in a soldiers’ home wifeless and leaving no one surviv- 


W to be his widow, . fit by his death. 
ing who, claiming OER x y 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, May 20, 1396. 


Mr. POOLE. I now ask Ae the reading of the report of tha 
Commitee on Invalid Pensions. 
The report (by Mr. PooLE) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to ah was referred the m of 
the President vetoing the bill (H. R. 577) 527 F. n OUTA t. 
as the widow of Lowell Taft, ra vate — * 

ving their rea-; 


to Lowell 858. He was at that time a 

and 353 mechanic, and she proved an excellent 
but his were sufficient for 

their modest 9 and thay s were 8 After four years of m. 

life he, like so rowan lip 5 A gen yout 5 men, concluded that 

his country n. 


Eighteent! Gase eat Worn 8 5 s country fal y until 
June 27, 1865, when, the war being over, he was mus out. His record 
while in Lean bye peo aon fu omis of the battles in which his 


— le was e was not wounded or 


during the war and eee atten: for a pension under the 
general ine He came wife, however. man. He had 


contracted a lore for 3 while in the Army. Which soon became an uncon: 
trollable patient wife, who had looked forward so anx- 
8 to in — ong tren Army, found to her sorrow that her happiness 
was at an en 


ily, but 101 his ont, 
care for, until Aragia 
Le Penrod herself from Ta brutality, Spi in ee applied 
of Connecticut for a ken which was her Le 8 
habitual drunkenness and failure to pro 8 — su She lived 
with him as his wife for twenty-four years, and had fo: 2 8 — seventeen 
ears of her married life 0 to support h and her drunken 


when at last he died, in 1801 
. 


Christian ‚wn expense. What 
of this r, neglected 7 who had endured all the hhardshi 
of the three three years of her husband’s army service, the terrible sus- 
confinement in rebel prison, when no of her loved one 
finally restored to her only came to make her 


posed to place this long-suffering woman u the 
3 would havo e 


pense 
came to —5 Kan =o W 
life more wretched 

House bill No. 207 
pension roll at the ra * 84 
as his widow but for the 
herself become a 


itis propo to placethis r woman, 


as the result of army serv- 
ice, but only that the husband had served nine: oy hes or more and had re- 
eeived an honorable 


„and that — widow is destitute or has not 
sufficient income to support herself without labor. 
Lydia A. Taft has not remarri 


eee ears, 
, all amply justify st such ‘action. Sa 
circumstances 80 


President has e signed or permi 
one ons to widows and de 


formerly Martha Pri 
ne 


second marriage pro 5 

husband. and again sou t to be restored to the pension rolls an es 

as the widow Con; the bill for her relief, yar 
believe, Presid: 


5 your committee e same was approved by 
The case of Elizabeth A. South, to whom the Fiftieth Congress, at its first 
f ths pessy a pension, 5 similar fi 


dow or dependen a soldier, who has remarried 

again become a widow, is entitled to 3 the benefit of our pension la 

by rivate acts passed . ittee can not see why Ly 
t. who was the soldier's wife du er e as the evidence clear! 
show re even to the last a kindly man who 
her life, should not now in her old age and pT of dependence receive 
pension of $$ per month provided for in this bill. 

Your committee, for the reasons above stated, recommend that the bill to 
pension Lydia A. Taft do pass, the objections of the President to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 


Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Will the gentleman from New York 
yield to me 2 a few moments? 


Mr. POOLE. I will. 
Mr. TURNER of Georgia. 3 in matters of this 
kind I have very rarely interfered should have said no 


to-day if it had not been that my friend who usually sits in fro: 
of me. and who is my guide and mentor in pension cases—I mean 
= ntleman from Pennsylvania . ERDMAN |—is absent. 

esire to call the attention of the House to the fact recited in 
tho President's veto, and not . in the report of the 
committee , that this woman had cast off her husband on account 
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of his uselessness to her, and from him had obtained a divorce. 
It also appears that he died in a soldiers’ home. 

I submit, sir, whether a woman who has turned against her hus- 
band and kindly cast him off on account of his worthlessness 
ought to ask Congress to compensate her for his loss. [Laughter.] 
Under the circumstances, it scarcely appena that she can claim 
that she has been bereaved or damaged by his death. 

I therefore feel that even in my position, as one who is under 
bonds for his good behavior, as it were, in these matters, I can 
afford to protest against the passage of this bill over the objections 
of the President. 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker, I have said in the report which has 
been read here about all that I care to say upon this question. 
The fact is, as stated by the gentleman from Georgia, that Lydia 
A. Taft did obtain a divorce from Lowell Taft. -She was his wife 
before the war. He served nearly four years and gave good serv- 
ice to the country, and no one has obtained a pension on his 
account. She is now old, nearly 60 years of age, absolutely des- 
titute, and asks Congress to relieve her to the extent of what she 
would have been entitled under the act of 1890, as the report states, 
had she remained his wife up to the time of his death. 

It is true that she became compelled in order to save her life from 
his brutality to seek the protection of the laws of the State of Con- 
necticut and obtain a divorce. No one can blame her for that. 
She, however, had an affection for that man that he did not fully 
deserve, and ever afterwards while he lived she did whatshe could 
toward clothing him, and finally, when he was cast off by all his 
own family and his friends and e an inmate of the Soldiers’ 
Home of that State, she even then looked after his clothing, and 
when he died she brought his body home and gave it burial. 

Now, it seems to me that she is entitled, in equity, if not in law, 
to the same protection from the Government that she would have 
received she remained his wife up to the time of his death, 
and that is all this bill asks. This does not establish a precedent. 
That has been established by acts of Congress years and years 
ago, and, as shown in this report, President Cleveland has sened 
bills of this character during this and his former term of office. 
This is not a new thing for us to do. It is simply giving her the 
$8 a month that she is entitled to in equity. 

Mr. FOOTE. I should like to ask the gentleman from New 
York is he not, under a 1 fiction, trying to establish the fact 
that drunkenness incurred in the Army is a disability acquired in 
the service, and therefore should be pensioned, and is not that a 
bad precedent? 

Mr. POOLE. No; it was a misfortune that this man came 
home as he did. He was not entitled to a pension under our 
laws on account of drunkenness, but he was in one sense a physi- 
cal wreck. He was absolutely a wreck so far as working was con- 


cerned. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, this case is one 
which appeals, I think, to the kindly sentiments of every person 
who understands it. I have not always favored the granting of 
the pensions which have been approved by the House, but this is 
a bill which should receive, I apprehend, the entire concurrence 
of every person who loves justice. What are the facts? This 
widow was divorced; but why was she divorced? Not because of 
any fault on her part, but because her husband became a drunk- 
mes through his service in the Army. He came home and neg- 
lected his duties, neglected to care for her, and abused her; abused 
her so that it was impossible for her to live with him any longer 
as his wife. The gentleman from Georgia par: TURNER] H 
Are we to compensate her because of the loss of such a man? That 
is not the whole question. The question is, in part, Shall we com- 
pensate her because she lost a good husband on account of his 
service in the Army, and because she lost ees sup- 
port which would have been hers if it had not been for his service 
inthe Army? Weshould compensate her, and we should give her 
the pension which the President has vetoed. The fact t she 
herself lived an upright and honorable life and could not safely 
live with the man who was her husband only in name, but who 
had been a true and faithful husband before he went into the 
Army, is the all-important fact. If no divorce had been obtained, 
if he had remained true and faithful to all the demands of his 
married life, and she had become dissolute, the law would have 
permitted her to come in at his death and get a pension. 

In this case the reverse is true. The fault was all his, and none 
of it was hers, and the mere fact that she protected herself against 
his drunken brutality by obtaining a divorce, the fact that she 
took care of herself as a woman under those circumstances ought 
not, should not, in my Lae oni weigh with this House against 
granting this pension. e grant pensions here which do not 
come under the terms of the generallaw. We grant them freel 
because of the equity which is in each case. Here is one whic 
is full of equity in its every form and condition. I believe that it 
does not come with good grace from any of us to say that we will 
8 pension to this woman, who 
husband’s companionship during the term he served in the Army, 


i Al 
d suffer the loss of her ate 


and did submit to the great discomforts which he forced upon her 
for Teos after his return 'home, and who finally incurred the 
absolute loss of a good husband in consequence of his army sery- 
ice, simply because she did that which every honest, upright 
woman ought to do, namely, refuse to live with a man who treats 
her brutally. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Was this harm or detriment which 
she suffered on account of her husband’s service in the war 
incurred in the line of his duty? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. It was incurred while he was 
a soldier, and I think my friend knows that on his side as well as 
on ours during the late war those disabilities were incurred. 
They were an incident of the army service. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Would the limitations of your peu- 
poh awa as bor 8 incurred not in the line of duty 8105 
hings like 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. They would not, and we are 
here to pass bills outside of the law, not inside the law, as the 
gentleman from Georgia well knows. Therefore, because the 
equity is all on the one side, and justice is all on the same side, we 
should, in my opna, pension this woman. 

. LOUD. ill op eines yield for a question? 

Mr. BAKER of New i Certainly. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to ask the gentleman if he does not 
think now, while we propose to do eq ity by this poor widow, that 
it would be more equitable for us to reimburse her for the time 
after this man came out of the Army, for all the suffering and 
anguish that he caused her during the exercise of this brutality 
which he practiced upon her? 

Mr. of New Hampshire. I presume she would be con- 
tent if she were compensated as this bill now provides; and if the 
gentleman wishes her to be compensated beyond that, and will 
introduce a BrP r bill, we will consider it at the proper time. 

Mr. LOUD. t is rather an evasion of the question, Mr. 


Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Will the House, on reconsid- 
eration, agree to pass the bill, the objections of the President to 
the contrary notwithstanding? And upon that, under the Con- 
stitution, the yeas and nays have to be called. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 98, nays 85, not 
voting 172; as follows: 


YEAS—98. 
Allen, Utah Curtis, Johnson, Ind. Sou 
Anderson, Curtis, N. Y. Kerr. Sperry, 
Andrews, Daniels, Kiefer, 8 e, 
A A Dolliver, La: Steele, 
Arn R. I. Fenton, Stephe 
Ba a Fletcher, Low, Siewert, N 2 
Baker, 083, Mahany, wart, 
Baker, Gibson, Marsh. Stone, C. W. 
Barney. Gillett, Mass. M Mass. Stone, W. 
£ P, Graff. M Strode, Nebr. 
Bishop, Arlerchd. Minor, Wis. Sulloway, 
B Grisw. Moody, Sulzer, 
Bromwell, Grout, en, Tayler, 
B Hainer, Nebr. Payne, omas, 
Burton, Ohio y, Van Horn, 
Chickering, A Pickler, Van Voorhis, 
Godding, Hend Pugh, Watson’ Ole 
= enderson, atson, 
Colson, Hilborn, Rinaker, hite, 
Cook, Wis. . — Robinson, Pa. Wilson, Ohio 
Cooke, III. Hooker, Wood, 
Cooper, Wis. Huff, Russell, Conn. Woomer, 
Cousins, Hunter, Sauerhering, Wright. 
Cummin; Jenkins, hafroth, 
Curtis, Iowa. Johnson, Cal. Sherman, 
NAYS—85. 
Abbott, Foote, McCulloch, ttle, 
Allen, Miss. Hager. McLaurin, Shuford, 
Arnold, Pa. cRae, kins, 
Bailey, Meredith, Spalding, 
tt, Ga. Hepburn, Miller, Kans. Stokes, 
Bell, Colo. 0 es, Strait, 
3 Hub Mondell, Strowd, N. a 
B Ga. Huli Money. Tal 
Blue, Kyle, Morse, Tate, 
Broderick, Lacey, Neill, Terry, 
Buck, Latimer, Noonan, Tracewell, 
Burton, Mo. Lawson, Northway, Tucker, 
Giardy, Tenet tey, Turner, Ga. 
gston, ens, egraft, 
Connolly. Long, n. arner, 
Cooper, Tex. Lorimer, Pendleton, i 
Cox, Loud, Powers, Williams, 
Crowther, Maddox, Prince, Woodard, 
= j Piekar ieu 
De Armond, M Tenn. rason, 
ery, McClellan, Russell, Ga. 
Evans, McCreary, Ky. Sayers, 
NOT VOTING—172. 
Acheson, Baker, Kans. Bennett, 
Ad Bankhead, Bin: ae Bu 
Aitken, B „N. Calderhead, 
Aldrich, T. H. Barrett, Boatner, non, 
Aldrich, W.F. 3 Boutelle, Catchings, 
drich, III. Bartlett, N. Y. Bowers, Clark, Iowa 
‘ood, rosius, ‘ke, 
Avery, Bell, 


Hart, 
Cooper, Fla. Hartm: on, aorto; 
5 Martin, hannon, 
Cowen, Heiner, Pa. McCleary, Minn. Shaw, 
Crowley, Hemenway, eClure Skinner, 
P, Hendrick, McCormick, Smith, III. 
Culberson, Henry, Conn. Smith, Mich. 
nanm In cEwan, ä 
erm r T] 
ferns Hike a eiklejohn, Southwick, 
De Witt, tt, ercer, Sparkman, 
Dingley, Hopkins, Meyer, 1 
Dinsmore, How iles, gs, 
little, Howe Miller, W. Va Btrong, 
vener, uling, illiken. wanson, 
Draper, Hull, Miner, N. Y. Taft. 
4 Hurley. teh. Tawney, 
lle Hutcheson, 0868, Thorp, 
lis, Hyde, Mozley, Towne, 
J — N. Dak. Murphy, v. 
hil Jones, urray, loar, 
Faris, Joy, New er, Va. 
Fischer, Kem. 82 ler, 
p rald, Kendall, gåen, adsw 
‘owler, Kirkpatrick, verstreet, Walker, Mass. 
ble, Kleberg, Ee Walker, Va. 
ner, ox, terson, 
Gillet, N. Y. Kulp, Paran Wellington, 
8 wyn, referer tney, Wheeler, 
rosyenor, Leigh ce, „ 
Grow. Leisenring, —— Willis, 
adle = Lewis, Ray, ilson, Idaho 
ee ee Beek 
T, X 
Harris, Little, 5 La oodman. 
The following pairs were announced: 
Until further notice: 


Mr. HuLING with Mr. STALLINGS. 

Mr. WELLINGTON with Mr. COWEN. 

For this day: 

Mr. TRELOAR with Mr. SPARKMAN, 

Mr. LEISENRING with Mr. ROBERTSON of Louisiana. 

Mr. BIX HAM with Mr. BoATNER. 

The SPEAKER. On this question the yeas are 98, the nays 85. 
Two-thirds not ene vored in the affirmative, the House refuses 
to agree to pass the bill. 

MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to announce the appoint- 
ment as members of the Memorial Association of the District of 
Columbia of J. W. Douglass and Gardiner G. Hubbard. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The first thing in order is business of the 


committees. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I— 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts is recog- 


Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask for a completion of the vote 
pending on the bill Ge R. 1888) to further amend an act entitled 
“An act regulating the sale of intoxicating liquors in the District 
of Columbia,” 3 the 8d day of March, A. D. 1893, when the 
House adjourn 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the title of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: A 
sale of intoricating liquors in the District of Ooiumbia” approved the 8 

of in mors * a) 
day of March, A. D 1894. * 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Division, Mr. Speaker. 

The House divided: and there were—ayes 45, noes 23. 

Mr. BABCOCK. No quorum, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin makes the 


point of no quorum. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The yeas and nays. 

Mr. MORSE. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 180, nays 31, not 
voting 194; as follows: 


YEAS—130. 
Aldrich, T. H. Burrell, Dolliver, burn, 
Aldrich, W. F. Burton, Mo. Draper, Bape 
Allen, Miss. Burton, Ohio Fen pi 
Allen, Utah, Chicke: 3 Foote, op! 
ws, Clardy, Fowler, Howard, 
Apsley, Codding, Gibso; Howell, 
Baker, Kans. Connolly, Gillet, N. X. ubbard, 
Baker, Md. Cooper, Wis Graff, uff. 
Baker, N. H. Co Griffin. Johnson, Cal. 
Bell, Colo. Cox, | Griswold, Johnson, Ind 
Bell, Tex. Curtis, Kans. Grout, Johnson, N. 
Bishop, Dalzell, row, err, 
Black, Ga. Daniels, er, Kirkpatrick, 
Blue, yton, A OX, 
Broderick, De Armond, Kyle, 
wn, Dingley, Heiner, Pa. A 
Henderson, Latimer, 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


‘oses, 
Mozley, Shuford ‘erry, 
Little, Neill," Smith, Mich. owe, 
ud. y; Spalding, Van Voorhis, 
Loudenslager, Otjen, pencer, Walker, Mass. 
Maddox, ‘ayne, pat $ Watson, Ind. 
Martin, ips, 8 e illiams, 
McCulloch, Pickler, tephenson, Wilson, Ohio 
McDearmon, Powers, Stewart, N. J. Wilson, S. 
McLachlan, tewart, Wis. ood, 
McLaurin, Pugh, tone, C. W. Woodard, 
Rae. N 88 Woomer, 
Miller, Kans. Royse. trait, right, 
es, Russel, Conn. Strowd, N. G. 
Minor, Wis. Russell, Ga. Talbert, 
orse, Shafroth, Tate, 
NAYS—31. 
Abbott, Cobb, Layton, 
I Seema: Pendleton, 
ey, + A 
Bartholdt, Hall McClellan, i 
Bartlett, Ga. Hardy, Meredith, Sayers, 
— Hartman, oe SET tor 
oonan, m 
Buck Jenkins, Owens, 
NOT VOTING—1% 
Acheson, Doolittle, Leighty, Rusk, 
Dovener, a! s Sauerhering, 
Aitken, 3 x Lester, Scranton, 
Aldrich, I. e Lewis, Secs, 
Anderson, 1 Linney, hannon, 
Arnold, Pa Linton, Shaw, 
Arnold, R. L vans, Li Simp! 
At Long, kinner 
Avery. z Lo: T, mith, Ti 
Bankhead, er, Low, oover, 
Barham, Fitzge Mahon, 
Barney, Fletcher, Marsh. Sou 
Barrett, em McCall, Mass. uth 
Bartlett, N. Y. amble. McCall, Tenn. kman, 
h, ardner, cCleary, 8 
illett, Mass. are Steele, 
Bennett, Goodwyn, cC ck, Stone, W. A. 
A rosvenor, McCreary, Ky. Strode, Nebr. 
tner, Y, McEwan, r 
telle, ainer, Nebr. McMillin. Sulloway, 
Bowers, alte Meiklejohn, wanson, 
Brewster, Harmer, Mercer, 
Bromwell, Harris, Meyer, Tawney, 
us, Thomas, 
Heatwole, Miller, W. Va. Thorp, 
Calderhead, emenway, e: Tracewell, 
Cannon, ‘endrick, Miner, N. Y. Tracey, 
Ca enry, Conn. Mondell, Treloar, 
Clark, Iowa pmr Money, Tucker, 
Clark, Mo. Moody, Turner, Ga. 
Clarke, Ala. Hicks, Murphy, Turner, Va. 
l. Hill urray, Tyler, 
Hooker, Newlands, yee 
neg Ft How Northway, an Horn, 
k. Faser Odell, Ww 
Cooke, III. Ogden, Walker, Va. 
Cooper, Fla. Hull Overstreet, Wanger, 
T, Hunter, Parker, Warner, 
Cor Hurley, Patterson, Watson, Ohio 
Cowen, Hu Perkins, W 
Crowley, Hyde, Pitney, Wheeler, 
Crump, Jones, Poole, White, 
Culberson, Joy, Price, Wilber, 
Curtis, Iowa K Raney, 
Curtis, N. Y. Ken Reeves, Wilson, Idaho 
Danford, Kiefer, Reyburn, N. Y. 
Denny, Kleberg, er, 
De Witt, Kulp, Robertson, La 
Dockery, Lefever, Robinson, 
The following additional pairs were announced: 
Until further notice: 


Mr. Coruiss with Mr. MCMILLIN. 

Mr. Hicks with Mr. Harr. 

Mr. HARMER with Mr. JONES. 

The following for this day: 

Mr. HEATWOLE with Mr. CULBERSON, 

Mr. WoomEr with Mr. BARTLETT of New York, 

Mr. Kup with Mr. Sore. 

Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. McCreary of Kentucky. 

Mr. LoUDENSLAGER with Mr, Dockery. 

Mr. BRUMM with Mr. ELLETT. 

Mr. HILL with Mr. HENDRICK. 

Mr. LORIMER with Mr. HUTCHESON. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. OGDEN. 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pe: lvania with Mr. PRICE. 

Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois with Mr. BANKHEAD. 

Mr. RANEY with Mr. ROBERTSON of Louisiana. 

The following on this vote: 

Mr. CANNON with Mr. TURNER of Georgia. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, I am paired withthe gentleman 
from ei Jersey, Mr. LOUDENSLAGER, but I desire to be recorded 
as present. 

e SPEAKER. The gentleman will be so recorded. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask whether my col- 

l e, Mr. BENNETT, is recorded. 
e SPEAKER. He is not. 
Mr. FOOTE. If he were present, he would vote against the bill. 
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pend proceedings under t would be in order at the present 
time, for the purpose of moving that the bill be recommitted to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER. That motion would not be in order unless by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. I ask unanimous consent. 

Mr. MORSE. I object. [Laughter.] 

The roll was called; and there were—yeas 167, nays 52, answered 
“present” 18; as follows: 


YEAS—167. 
Acheson, x, Miller, 
itken, Curtis, Kans. Hitt, Miller, W. Va. 
Aldrich, T. H. n er, Milnes, 
W. F. Daniels, Hopkins, Minor, Wis. 
„Miss. Dayton, Howard, Mondell, 
Allen, Utah De Armond, Howell, Moody, 
pees we, „ ES 
oses, 
Saker Kane. Dingley. ull, Mosley, 
Baker, Md. ohnson, Neill, 
Baker, N. H. Doolittle, Johnson, N. Dak. Otey, 
Barham, Draper, endall, Otjen, 
Bell, Colo. Ellis, Kerr, Payne, 
Bell, Tex. Fenton, Perkins, 
Bish: Fletcher, Knox, Phillips, 
Black, Ga. Foote, Kyle, Pickler, 
Blue, a ey, Pitney, 
Boutelle, Fowler, Latimer, Poole, 
org. Gibson, Lawson, Powers, 
Broderick, Gillet, N. Y. Lefever, Prince, 
Bromwell, Gillett, Linney, Pugh, 
Brown, Goodwyn, Little, Ray, 
Bull, Graff, Long, Rinaker, 
Burrell, Griffin, Loud, Robinson, Pa. 
Burton, Griswold, Maddox, Royse, 
Burton, Ohio Grout, Martin, Russell, 
Clardy. Grow, McCall, Mass. Russell, 
Clark, lowa Hager, McCormi Settle, 
Clark, Mo. Hanly, ean Shafroth, 
Cockrell, Hatch, e 
Dodog: Henderson, McLachlan, Shuford; 
Connolly, Hepburn, McLaurin, 
Cooper, Wis. ermann, McRae, S. 
Cousins, Snover, 


Mr. NORTHWAY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to vote. I was | Spalding, S W.A. Terry, Williams, 
present during the second roll call, but did not hear my name. 8 ` rais amet Wood. * 
The SP .Was the gentleman listening and did he fail | Steele: Strowd, N. G . Woodard, 

to hear his name called? Stewart, N. J. Sulloway, Van Voorhis, ‘Woomer, 
Mr. NORTHWAY. I was talking with the gentleman from | Stewart, W 8 8 Wrighs, 
Maine, Mr. DINGLEY. I intended to vote, but did not observe that | Stones Tayler Vatson - Ono 
my name had been reached. , 
e SPEAKER. The gentleman can be marked “present.” NAYS—i2. 
Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the announcement | Abbott, Hall. McClellan, Sayers, 
of the vote. Arao, Hardy, Merea Sunnan 
Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I desire to vote. pock, Harrison, —.— Salzer, 
The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman present and listening for | Bartholdt, Henry, Ind. Noonan, Taft, 
his name? Bartlett, Ga. Hunter, Overstreet, Tawney, 
Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. I was not, but I should like very | BoxDS?s — Series guons 
much to 55 to vote on this question. k, Layton, Pendleton, Van Horn, 
The SP . The gentleman can be marked as present.“ | Cooke, TIL Lorimer, Quigg, Wanger, 
On this question the yeas are 132 and the nays are 81. Gumming: r a Richardson, Washing 
Mr. MAHANY. I make the point of no quorum, Mr. Speaker. | Curtis, Iowa Marsh, Sauerhering, White. 
Mr. MORSE. I move a call of the House. ANSWERED “PRESENT"—18. 
The SPEAKER, The rule provides for this contingency. 
Mr. MAHANY. I move that the House do now adjourn. an, oo. Heatwole, = Eparkanen, 
The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will withhold that motion | Black, N.Y. Dollivex, W eee 
a moment, the Chair will have the rule read. Bre 5 Evans, Northway, 
The fourth paragraph of Rule XV was read, as follows: nnon, Hainer, Nebr. Owens, 
Whenever a quorum fails to vote on any question, and a quorum is not NOT VOTING—118. 
resent and objection is made for that cause, unless the House 
ere shall be a call of the House, and the Sergeant-at-Arms shall forthwith | Adams, Dovener, Kem, e 
proceed to bring in absent members, and the yeas and nays on the Pending 1 dy, Kleberg, Ro 
question shall at the same time be considered as ordered. The Clerk Arnold, R. I. t. Kulp, Rusk, 
call the roll, and each member as he answers to his name may vote on the | Atwood, Pam Leighty, Scranton, 
pending question, and, after the roll call is completed, each member ve 15 r Leisenring, Shaw, 
shall be by the Sergeant-at-Arms before the House, whereu: he ead, Faris, Leo: 
shall be n as present. from arrest, and given an op Barney, Fischer, Lester, Smith, II. 
to vote and his vote shall be recorded. If those voting on the question Barrett, Fitzgerald, Lewis, Sorg, 
those who are present decline to vo a majority of | Bartlett, N.Y, Gamble, Linton, Southwick, 
the House, Speaker shall declare that orum is constituted, and the | Beach, Gardner, gston, Spencer, 
pending question shall be decided as tho majority of those voting shall ap- | Bennett, Grosvenor, Loudensiager, Stallings, 
pear. And thereupon f £s under the call be considered 5 Hadley, * Step 
as dispensed with. At any time after the roll call has been completed, the us. Halterman, s Strode, Nebr. 
Speaker may entertain a motion toadjo if seconded by a majority of Brumm. Harmer, McCall, Tenn. Swanson, 
present, to be ascertained by actual count by the Speaker; and if the House | Calderhead, Harris, McCleary, Minn. 
adjourns, all proceedings under this section shall be vacated. But this sec- 88 Hart. McClure, Towne, 
tion o of the ral shall not apply tothe sessions of Friday night, until further Chicken mg, — — aii Updegr Va. 
Q Q ouse. * graft, 
drick, a 
The SPEAKER. Under therale there will now be a call of the Gott 7 — 
House, the Sergeant-at-Arms wi roceed to bring in absent Hicks, en e 
members, and the yeas and nays on t pening question will be 8 Hows. Miner, N 12 Wie ' 
considered as ordered. The Clerk will therefore call the roll and | Cooper, Tex. Huling, ` Murray, Ws, 
the will show whether the member is present or not, wen, Hurley, Newlands, Wilson, Idaho 
and will also show his vote upon the pending question. The Door- Crowley: ae ell, Wilson, N. Y. 
keeper will close the doors. Culberson. 4 — Ind. . Wosz ouo 
Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary in- ia N.Y Jones, Price, 
uiry. a * Raney * 
ernte SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. Denz be roll call the following took place: 
Mr. BARTHOLDT. 5 uiry is whether a motion to sus- Sovet ed Here or “Present,” 


members arg zepon 

The SPEAKER said: The Chair will state to the House that 
under this rule, when members are called they are required to 
vote “yea” or ‘‘nay” upon the engrossment and third reading of 
the pending bill, unless they desire not to vote, in which case 
they will respond“ Present.” Thus the roll call will answer the 
double purpose of taking a vote on the bill and of showing what 
members are present. e Chair desires to add also that we are 
now under a call of the House, so that it is the duty of members 
who are oe to remain until the call and the vote is completed, 
and the Sergeant-at-Arms is required to keep members here who 
are t, and also to bring in the absentees. 

e roll call was concluded with the result already stated. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I am paired for to-day and can 
3 but I hogs 3 as present. RESTA a 

. DOCKERY. colleague, Ju BB, 
excused on account of sickness. 8 i = 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, Mr. Cogs, will be excused on account of sickness. 

There was no mecan. 
Mr. LINTON. y colleague, Dr. AVERY, is absent on account 
of sickness; I understand that he has a leave of absence. 

The SPEAKER. That is the understanding of the Chair. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

The SPEAKER. A quorum haying voted, the Sergeant-at- 
Arms will cause the doors to be reopened. By the vote just 
taken the bill has been ordered to be engrossed and Toad a thisd. 
tim 


e. 

The bill was read the third time. 

Mr. Bascock and Mr. Morse addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The 3 from Massachusetts [Mr. 
eee os entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MORSE. Iask that the question be put on the final passage 
of the bill. I move the previous question. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Massachusetts 
Morse] moves the previous question on the passage of the é 
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Mr. BABOOCK. I will ask whether that cuts off debate 


en 

The . It cuts off debate. i 

Mr. MEREDITH. Does it cut off a motion to commit the 

Mr. BABCOCK. I desire to move that this bill be commi 
to the committee having jurisdiction of the subject, and I would 
like the privilege of making a statement. 3 

The SPEAKER. Pending a motion for the ii n 
the gentleman can move to commit or recommit the bi Will 
he state his motion? i À 

Mr. BABCOCK. I move that the bill be committed to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. a 

Mr. MORSE. I call for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from usetts has called 
for the previous question. ; : 

The question being taken on ordering the previous question, 
there were—ayes 105, noes 60. ; 

So the previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now on the motion of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin pir caret pie that the bill be com- 
mitted to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BABCOCK. On that motion I ask unanimous consent to 
make a statement not ex ing five minutes. 

Mr. MORSE. I 1 es of Oh, no!”] 


The SPEAKER. gentleman from Massachusetts objects. 
Mr. BABCOCK. The House ought to understand this measure 
before it votes on it. 


Mr. MORSE. Ihave no objection to allowing the gentleman 
from Wisconsin to make a statement, if I be allowed unanimous 
‘consent to make a rigs 8 I do object to an ex parte statement. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Lask unanimous consent that each 
of the two gentlemen—the gentleman in charge of this bill [Mr. 
Morse] and also the chairman of the Committee on the District 

of Columbia . Bascock|—be allowed five minutes. 

The SP. R. Thegentleman from Pennsylvania asksunan- 
imous consent that the gentleman from Wisconsin be allowed 
five minutes and the gentleman from Massachusetts the same 
time. i 

Several MEMBERS. Make it ten minutes. 

The SPEAKER.. It is proposed that each of these gentlemen be 
allowed ten minutes. Is there objection? The Chair hearsnone. 
The gentleman from Wisconsin is entitled to the floor for ten 


minutes. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say in the first place 
that this is a measure local entirely to the District of Columbia; 
that no member of the District Committee or any Commissioner 
of the District—indeed, no one having jurisdiction over the subject- 
matter of this bill—had any knowledge of this legislation until it 
came up on the floor of the House under the of committees, 
when it was called up by the Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor 
Traffic. Idesire to say further that it is Se sree to secure a 
copy of this bill. Ihave tried at both ends of the Capitol and have 
failed utterly to getasingle copy of the bill except one, which was 
handed to me by the Commissioners. 

I wish to say further that I submitted this matter day before 
yesterday to the Commissioners when they were before our com- 
mittee, and asked for an explanation, They said that they knew 
nothing whatever about this legislation, and I have here a state- 
ment of the Commissioners in which they say: ‘‘The Commis- 
sioners have the honor to state that they have not heretofore been 
requested to report upon this bill.” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there are many good things in this bill, and 
many things that are very objectionable. But the fact is that 
the committee from which this bill emanates has no more author- 
ity to bring before the House legislation of this kind than they 
have to present legislation for the great State of New York. Spe- 
cifically the rules determine what committee shall handle bills of 
this kind, and had I been present at the time this bill was called 
up I should have made a point of order and asked that the bill be 
referred to the proper committee. 

The bill is too he for me to go through it section by section in 
the little time that I now have. But I will say that one of the 
most objectionable sections of the bill is the one thoroughly dis- 
cussed on this floor two yearsago, At that time a large majority 
of the House decided against the very section which it is sought 
now to enact. I refer to the 400-foot clause. As was at that time 
shown on the floor of the House, priority is now recognized in 
granting licenses. There are parties owning hotels or running 
restaurants or saloons whose franchise alone is worth a fortune. 
There are places where paries have spent almost their whole lives— 
in one instance more than thirty years—in building up a business 


in which they have now invested all their means. 

Under the provisions of this bill a schoolhouse can bo built 
within 400 feet of property which has acquired a vested interest, 
or a church can be built, and the owner of the property at once 
driven from the location and his business utterly ruined. The 
House decided two years ago that it would recognize priority in 


provided that no saloon should be hereafter estab- 
lished within 400 feet of any church or schoolhouse already in ex- 

the unanimous opinion of the House 
I have seen no reason whatever for changing 


Another provision embraced in this 400-foot clause is worthy 
of consideration. The law provides that the 400 feet shall be 
measured by the nearest track or path of ordinary travel. This 
bill does away with that provision, and you can measure directly 
through the block or square, and in that way reduce the distance 
and bring the saloon within the 400-foot limit. For instance, a 
hotel may be located, we will say, on the east side of a block, and 
directly across the block, on the west side, a school may be estab- 
lished, Measured through the block the distance between them 
probably would be only 200 feet, although by the 1 8 course 
of travel the distance would be 500 feet or more. This bill would 
close up many hotels and many business places of that character 
that are now in existence and that are in no way objectionable to 
the residents in the neighborhood. 

Mr. HEPBURN. ill the gentleman permit me a question? 
Certainly. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Do I understand the gentleman’s contention 
to be that the saloon should have the vested and prior right as 
against the church or schoolhouse? 

Mr. BABCOCK. No, sir; that is not my contention. My con- 
tention is that the House has already voted—two years ago—that 
the people living there and doing business in this manner had a 
vested right in the property, and that no such legislation should 
be enacted as would practically confiscate the property, so far as 
these parties are concerned, by a newly built church or school- 
house. It did provide that no saloon should hereafter be estab- 
lished within feet of any church or schoolhouse then in 
existence. 

Mr. KIEFER. When newly established. 

Mr. BABCOCK (continuing). When newly established. 

My motion is that this matter be commi to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia to investigate the questions involved, 
and that some heari may be had on it, and that it may be dis- 
cussed and considered section by section. As I have stated before, 
it is the only committee of the House having jurisdiction of the 
subject-matter involved, and I hope that the House will not act 
upon soimportant a matter without having it first duly considered 
by the only committee having proper jurisdiction of it. 

I reserve the remainder of my time. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. S r, if the gentleman from Wisconsin 
will ries Peete: to the bill in question, he will see that both sec- 
tions to which he objects have been stricken from the original 
bill by the committee reporting the bill. That seems to answer 
his objection pretty well. ughter and applause. ] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I may be permitted to say to the House that 
for one I am pained, as are the temperance and Christian people 
of this city, and have been pained during my service of eight years 
upon this floor, to witness the attitude of the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BABCOCK], the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, toward the saloons, billiard 
rooms, and various other agencies and things affecting the morals 


P e perpa E R Si 

Mr. . Will the gentleman permit me a moment? 

Mr. MORSE. I decline to be interrupted. 

Since I have had the honor of a seat upon this floor, I repeat, I 
have been pained at the attitude of the distinguished gentleman 
from Wisconsin in regard to all matters affecting the moral inter- 
ests of the District, and this very question among them. 

He says that this action of the committee in reporting the bill 
was done in secret and in the corner. I beg to state to this House 
that the bill, if I am not mistaken greeny in my recollection of the 
matter, was printed both in the Star and the Post of this city 
within a year, and undoubtedly waslargely discussed by the people 
of the District. í 

This bill originated with the Anti-Saloon League of the District, 
and I am here to say that one of the Commissioners of the Dis- 
trict, Mr. Truesdell, was present at a large mass meeting held here 
a few nights ago, and in the very warmest terms commended the 
action of this organization for the enforcement of law in the Dis- 
trict. I claim, therefore, that by inference he commended this 
bill, because, as I have said, it originated with the Anti-Saloon 
League, and he must have been familiar with its provisions, 
because it has been published in the newspapers of the District. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Will the gentleman allow me an inter- 
ruption? 

Mr. MORSE. I decline to be interrupted, Mr. Speaker. This 
is an important question, and I have only ten minutes. 

Now, so much for its being done in a corner. It has not been 
doneinacorner. It is well known to all the people who are inter 
ested in the affairs of this District and who desire its best interests, 
15 let me occupy just a moment in stating the provisions of this 
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The amendment to section 1 of the present license law of the 
District of Columbia as proposed in the pending bill enforces the 
law on brewers and distillers and their agents, wio through an 


inadvertence, undoubtedly, in framing the present law, can sell 
without a license, as pointed out by the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia. 

T had read from the Clerk’s desk, on the occasion of the former 
debate, the recommendation of the Commissioners in this regard. 
The gentleman from Wisconsin says the Commissioners did not 
know anything about any provisions of this bill. 

The amendment to section 2 changes the law as follows: 

Move present the excise board has final jurisdiction and interpretation of the 

W. 


The amendment does not interfere with their findings as to facts, 
but provides that questions of law may be appealed to the supreme 
court of the District, either by the gy py or contestant of rec- 
ord. The ‘‘contestant of record” is a man who has entered a 
formal or written protest to the excise board. It is claimed the 
excise board has interpreted the law unfairly, 

The amendment to section 5 provides for securing consent before 
a saloon can be established by a party on a corner of the real 
estate owners diagonany opposite; also provides for written sig- 
nature annually of abutters. The present law requires only one 
consent of the abutters to the estab. ent of a saloon, and that 
consent may last to the resurrection. The original owners con- 
senting to the establishment of the saloon may have moved away. 
They may have died or committed suicide, as is the case in one 
instance, and yet the original consent holds good until the crack 
of doom, in spite of the views or wishes of the present owners of 
the abutting real estate. Is not that a sensiblechange? The con- 
at of abutters certainly should be had yearly before a renewal 
of license. 

The amendment to section 6 makes the provisions of this section 
clear and removes unn words, i. e., above 16 years of 
age.” As they stand in the law they are nonsense there and have 
no bearing on the section. Section 6 also takes down the screens, 
80 3 officers can look in and see what is going on in the bar 
or saloon. 

Amendment to section 8 defines a barroom and fills a gap, and 
says that a place where they sell less than a pint, on the 
premises or not, shall take out a license. As it is now, a man can 
go into a certain class of places and buy a half pint and go out 
and drink it on the 8 and it does not require any Hcense 
to sell in that way. 

The present law prohibits the licensing of a twice-convicted 
licensee, but he can get a license at the same place for a friend, 
wife, or relative, and the business suffers no interruption in con- 
sequence of the revocation of the license. The amendment to sec- 
tion 13 provides that after a second conviction that place shall 
not be licensed by anyone, and that he or his representative shall 
not be licensed anywhere. Is not that a reasonable provision? 

Under section 14 of the existing law witnesses may be intimi- 
dated for fear of incriminating themselves, The amendment to 
this section is to remove intimidation and to exempt witnesses 
from prosecution. 

Section 15 provides 55 on evidence satisfactory to 
the district attorney. Under the existing law he is made the 
judge and jury. The amendment provides for bringing prosecu- 
tions by the district attorney on the sworn information of two 
witnesses, citizens of the District of Columbia. 

Section 19 of the existing law prohibits a woman under 16, or a 
minor under 16, or a criminal from tending bar. But a woman 
or a minor over 16 may tend bar. Does the tleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Bascocx] desire women to tend bars in this city? 


Mr. BABCOCK. Does . know of any such thing 
3 se) of Washington? d he ever hear of any such thing in 
is city 


Mr. MORSE. The Anti-Saloon poe e says there are such 
pastry in this city, and it is composed of honorable and upright 
gentlemen. 

Now, I say if these amendments to existing law shall be adopted, 
the license law of the District of Columbia will then be far less 
stringent than the law of the State of New York, and of many 
other States. There is nothing drastic or radical about these 
amendments, and they ought to receive the support of every 
rightaninded person who desires the enforcement of the existing 
aw 


The bill, as before stated, was drafted by the Anti-Saloon League 
of the District of Columbia, to cure alarming defects in the exist- 
vi Sala as developed in their efforts to enforce the law. 

ow, if I have any time remaining I will yield it to the distin- 
guished ntleman from New York, Mr. DANIELS. 

Mr. DANIELS. Mr. Speaker, I have very little to say in ref- 
erence to this bill, because I think the remarks of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. MoRsE] very ably cover the amend- 
ments proposed init. All that was attempted in the amendments 
proposed by the bill was to remedy what appeared to be practical 


defects in the law now existing, in order to meet what appeared 
to be the expectations of Con in its enactment. It is simply 
to meet the emergencies and defects in the law as previously 
enacted. It attempts nothing more than simply to carry into 
effect the general provisions of thatlaw. It was not the purpose 
of the committee or of this bill—— 

Mr. BARTHOLDT, Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT, I think, under the order of the House, 
two gentlemen were permitted to occupy ten minutes each, the 
chairman of the Committee on the trict of Columbia [Mr. 
BasBcock] and the chairman of the Committee on the Alcoholic 
Liquor Traffic . Morse]. I do not know that they had the 
privilege of yielding any time to anybody else. I have asked that 
privilege, and it has not been granted. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks, under the order, that there 
was no right to yield. If the gentleman makes that point, the 
Chair will sustain it. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I regret that the point of order 
Was made. Iwould very much have liked to hear the distinguished 
gentleman from New York [Mr. DAN LSI. I think if this House 
needed any proot that this bill ought not to in its present 
condition, the remarks of the gentleman from husetts have 
furnished it. In this bill there are some twenty amendments to 
the 5 laws. I state this proposition boldly, that in 
the city of Washington we have the best- ted saloons, the 
best laws governing the cl of saloons and the admission of 
minors, and there has come under my own personal observation, 
Mr. Speaker, more than a dozen cases where policemen have been 
disc ed for simply going into saloons unless called in to quell 
a disturbance. 

Now, the gentleman from Massachusetts speaks of the necessity 
for the property owners signing every year. Under the present 
law, Mr. S. er, the objection of one single 8 owner to 
the estab ent of a saloon is sufficient to oblige that man to 
furnish a new pennon of a majority of the freeholders adjacent 
one 72 of busin reap stor under that state o circumstances, 
where is the necessity of signing every year, when a single pr 
ory owner can close up any saloon by 115 power of N 
plain 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. BABCOCK. SERY 

Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE. What objection have you to the 
removal of screens from saloons, so that people ing the bar 
can see who are there who have aright to be there and others who 
ought not to be there? 

Mr. BABCOCK. I said, Mr. Speaker, that there were some 
good provisions in this bill, some that 1 would be very glad to 
support, and I see no objection at all to that, I would vote fora 
proposition of that kind myself. But here we have a long bill 
an myth EORI OR TOF ODD a ee om enc 

Mr. MEREDITH. I can not get one. 

Mr. MAHANY. Nor can I. 

Mr. BABCOOK. More than twenty members around me have 
asked for a copy of the bill. 

Mr. DANIELS. If I can interrupt the gentleman for a moment, 
I will state that this bill was printed last session, and I have a 
pepe that I got in the e e last session. 

BAB K. The gentleman says I could have gotten a 
copy last session, I have always made it a point to furnish bills 
and reports of all measures that I have called up in the House, so 
that the House 779 775 vote intelligently upon those propositions. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT, Will the gentleman permit me to ask him 
a question? 

. BABCOCK. Certainly. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Ishould like to ask whether the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin knows whether the other side has been heard 
on this measure? 

Mr. BABCOCK. The Committee on the District of Columbia, 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, and the attorney for 
the District have no knowledge whatever of = hearings on this 
measure, and have had no knowledge of the bill being called up 
and pending before Congress. The gentleman says the bill was 

rinted over a year ago. That may be true, but at the same time 
t is im F rt or of the bill. 

Mr. MEREDIT . The gentleman from Massachusetts sent all 
those copies out in his 5 I sup ý progni] 

Mr. BABCOCK. I appeal, Mr. S er, to the good sense and 
judgment of this House to send the bill where it can properly be 


discussed and reported back. 
The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, how much time have I remaining? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has one minute ing. 
Mr. MORSE. Iwill state in that minute, Mr. S er, that the 
ntleman from Wisconsin has said we have the license sys- 
in regard to closing saloons. I have a letter from a person 


1896. 
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who signs herself ‘‘A Suffering Wife,” who states that the gin 


mills under the existing law are open nearly all night. I ask 
. consent that I may have this letter read at the Clerk’s 
desk. 
A MEMBER. I object, 

Mr. MEREDITH. Will the gentleman allow me one question? 

Mr. MORSE. Les. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Will you take testimony of that kind? 

Mr. MORSE. I will, from the tone of this letter. 

Mr. MEREDITH. It was upon such testimony as that your 
ancestors burned women for witchcraft in fone State. aughter. | 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin, that the bill be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. MORSE. Division. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. The yeas and nays. 

Mr. MORSE. Let us have co? de and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 85, nays 142, not 
voting 128; as follows: 


YEAS—85. 
Abbott, Cooke, III. La Reeves, 
Aldrich, T. H. Cooper, Linney, Richardson, 
Anderson, Cor Linton, Royse, 
Arnold, Pa. Crowley, Lorimer, Russell, Ga. 
Ba k, Oro er, W. Sauerhe 2 
Bailey, Cum Smith, Mic 
Barney, Curtis, Iowa M y Sou 
Barthold Dovener, Marsh, Steele, 
Bartlett, Evans, McCle Stephenson, 
p. Gibson, Meredith, tewart, Wis, 
Binghs aa Mitchell, Taft, 
am, 
er. Herdy, Money, Tracewell, 
wster, is oonan, Tracey, 
Bromwell, 8 Und . 
Buck, Henry, Ind. Ove’ b Van Horn, 
Bull Howard, Owens, Warner, 
Burton, Mo. Hull, Parker, W 
888 ao N — White. 
tchings, enkins, ‘endleton, 
Clark, Iowa Joy, uigg, 
k, Mo. Kieler, ey, 
NAYS—12. 
Aitken, Draper, Little, 8) 
Adrich, W. F. Loud, Shuford, 
Allen, F: Maddox, Simp 
Allen, Utah Fenton, in. Snover, 
Apsley, Foote, McCall, Mass. Spalding, 
Arnold, R. I. . McCormick, Epa 25 
Baker, Kans. Fowler, eCulloch, Stahle, 
Baker, Md. Gillet, N. V. McDearmon, Stewart, N. J. 
Baker, N. H. Gillett, Mass. Lachlan, Stone, C. W. 
Barham, Goodwyn, La Stok: 
Bell, Colo. Graff, cRae, Stone, W. A. 
J. Tex. Griswold, i Strait, 
op Grout, Miller, Kans. Strong, 
Black, Ga. row. er, W. Va. Strowd, N. 0. 
ue, Hainer, Nebr. Minor, Wis. Sulloway, 
tolle A y, bert, 
Broderick, Hat Morse, te, 
II. Heiner, Pa. Tayler, 
rton, Ohio Hepburn, Mozley, $ 
Calderhead, Hermann, eil, Th 
ick à Hilborn, Northway, Tucker, 
ardy, ill, tey, Turner, Ga. 
Hooker, yne, Tyler. 
Codding. Hopkins, T Van Voorhis, 
T, Howell, Phillips, Walker, Mass. 
x uff, Pickler, Watson, Ind. 
Curtis, Kans. Johnson, Cal. Pitney, Watson, O 
zell, ohnson, Ind. Poole, Williams. 
Daniels, Johnson, N. Dak. Powers, Wilson, S. O. 
Dayton, Kerr, ce, Wood, 
d. Kirkpatrick, Pugh, Woodard, 
Denny, ox. *. Woomer, 
tt, Ys Wright, 
Dingley, Latimer, R U. * 
moro, Settle, 
Dolliver, Lefever, 8 
NOT VOTING—123. 
Acheson, Cooper, Fla. Harmer, Kyle, 
ams, Cousins, Harris, Leighty, 
Aldrich, II. Cowen, Hart, Leise A 
Andrews, Crump, Heatwole, Leonard, 
Atwood, Culbe: Hemenway, Lester, 
avery, Curtis, N. Henderson, Le 
Bankhead, Danford, Hendrick, Livingston, 
Bartlett, N.Y.  Doolite Hicks’ Toudenslager 
ott, N. Y. little, mde A 
Beach, Eddy, Hitt, Mahon, 
Bennett, Ellett. Howe, McCall, Tenn. 
Black, N. Y. Erdman, Hubbard, McCleary, Minn, 
Bowers, Fairchild, Hulick, McClure, 
Brosi Fischer, Huling, M , Ky. 
Brown, Fitzgerald, Hurley, McEwan, 
Bru: Fletcher, Hutcheson, McMillin, 
Clarke, Ala. Gamble, Hyde, Meiklejohn, 
obb, Gardner, Jones, ercer, 
Golson Halley, | Rowdail Milika 
m. ey, en en 
Connolly, vd Kleberg, „N. L. 
ik, Halterman, Kulp, Mondell, 


Murphy, Rusk, Spencer, Walker, Va. 
Murray, Sayers, Stallings, ene 
Newlands, Scranton, Strode, Nebr. Wellington, 
Odell, Shannon, Swanson, Wheeler, 
Ogden, Shaw, Tawney, Wilber, 
Patterson, Skinner. Thorp, Willis, 

ce, Smith, III. Towne, Wilson, Idaho 
Reyburn, Sorg, Treloar, Wilson, 
Robertson, La. Southwick Turner, Va. Wilson, Ohio 
Robinson, Pa. Sparkman, Wadsworth, 


The following additional pairs were announced: 

For this day: 

Mr. Avery with Mr. CLARKE of Alabama. 

Mr. MERCER with Mr. FITZGERALD, 

Mr. SCRANTON with Mr. Swanson. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I desire toinquire, for infor- 
mation, whether it would be in order to move to adjourn before 
the vote is announced. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks that motion is not in order 
until after the vote has been announced. 

The result of the vote was then announced, as above recorded. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I now move that the House 
8 

he question was taken, and there were —ayes 28, noes 98. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question being taken on the passage of the bill, the Speaker 
declared that the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. I ask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 103, noes 89. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
etic oe and nays were refused, only 15 members voting in favor 

ereof. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. MORSE, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


SALARIES OF CONGRESSIONAL EMPLOYEES. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask imme- 

diate c8nsideration for the usual joint resolution in respect to the 

ayment of the salaries of employees of the House and the Senate 
‘or the month of December. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 209) was read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, etc., That tho Secretary 
of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and instructed to pay the officers and em joyses of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, includi the Capitol police, their 
8 salaries for the month of December, 1806, on the 18th day of said 
mon 

The joint resolution was ordered to be e 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, a motion to reconsider 
5 by which the joint resolution was passed was laid on the 

e. 


and read a third 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HULL, from the Committee on Mili Affairs, reported 
the annual Army appropriation bill (H. R. ); which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I will state that the bill carries only 
two new items of legislation, one abandoning the Army and Navy 
Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., and the other extending for ten 
days the time for the Paymaster-General to examine vouchers. 

r. DINGLEY,. Mr. Speaker, I desire to reserve all points of 
order on the bill. 
TAX ON ALCOHOL USED IN THE ARTS, ETC, 


Mr. EVANS. I desire to call up the House amendments, dis- 
to by the Senate, to the joint resolution (S. R. 162) con- 

nuing in force section 2 of the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled 
An act to re section 61 of ‘An act to reduce taxation, to 
vide revenue for the Government, and for other p j? which 
became a law August 28, 1894.“ I move that the House agree to 
the request of the Senate for a conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses. a 

The motion was agreed to. 

PRINTING OF AN AMENDMENT. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. MCRAE. I ask the gentleman from Maine to withhold that 
motion for a moment, in order that I may obtain consent to have 
pened in the RECORD a substitute which I desire to propose for 

e Atlantic and Pacific reorganization bill. 

Mr. DINGLEY. The request is simply to print in the RECORD 
a proposed substitute? 

. MCRAE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DINGLEY. 1 withdraw the motion for that 1 

Mr. MCRAE. ask consent to have printed in the ECORD & 
substitute which I wish to offer. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkansas asks to have 


printed in the RECORD a substitute for the bill now pending in the 
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morning hour, reported the tleman from Vermont [Mr. 
Powers]. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 
e proposed substitute is as follows: 
Strike out all after — Jorgen clause and insert the species ORE 


“That th railroad pr of the Atlan Pacific 
> F 
rtgages heretofore 


which may at any tim 


tions 
Company, and shall be subject to all the obligations and duties heretofore 
imposed by Congress upon said company, and may uire and hold any 
mis eee FFV 5 That as u 
on precedent to reorganization 
poe thei: —— ph shall relinquish in writin 
the Atlantic an 


rege heretofore executed by authority of Con at the time of the 
foreo peare sale, and the debts, demands, and liabilities protected and pro- 
vided for by section 4 of this act, and 815. r mile for railroad 
hereafter constructed, the i shall not exceed 4 


t annum, and stocks not exceeding in the te the amount 
Bid and fig or credited for Property acquired. under such Yoreclosure pro- 
ceedings, and the debts, demands, and liabilities protected and provided for 


„h may 
authorized at stockholders’ mee ; and any stock issued con to the 
provisions hereof shall be void; an and 
recorded in the office of the Secretary of th in the office of the 
register of deeds of each county through and into which said may 
run as sufficient proof and notice of its legal execution and effectual delivery 
and of the lien thereby created. 

“Seo. 2 t such successor company, its successors and and any 
purchaser of lands at such foreclosure sale under such mor heretofore 
executed by said company other than bona fide purchasers for actual settle- 
ment and cultivation, shall sell to any applicant therefor, for purposes of 
actual settlement and cultivation by such applicant, in tracts of not less than 
40 nor more 100 acres each, at a price not exceeding $1.25 per acre, any 
agricultural land then unsold heretofore granted by Congress to the Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad . and acquired by purchasers at said fo: 
sale as aforesaid: Provided, That said company may reserve to itself, its suc- 
cessors and s, in the sale of any lands applied hereunder, all coal neces 
sary for ase in the maintenance and operation of said railroad which may bo 
found therein and open for mining prior tosuch foreclosure sale, and the right 
to take therefrom gravel for its own uses: Provided, That said com- 
pany shall have the right to reserve from sale hereunder and to otherwise dis- 

of such tracts or of arid lands as it shall deem 


f in any way in promo and developing irr! t h com- 
ea phages associa’ fdas r — — and subject to the laws ar dus States 
N N lands are situated. 
“SEC. 3. 


That neither the Atlanticand Pacific n nor such 
successor corporation, its successors or assigns, shall te its stock, 
or the stock at any time by it held in any subsidiary corporation, with, or 
sell, convey, or lease said railway, or by other corporate action give con- 
trol or management over and of the same, to any corporation, company, 
person, or association of persons whatever without the consent of g 
and any contract . into 


chaser or purchasers of any such lands from said Fal eat A od to ex to 


ent foreclosure sale 
tofore granted to said ‘and Pacific Railroad Oom oa 
he: ‘ore 0 A 
rA bts, demands, and liabilities due or owing b said Atlantic 


com 
for 


or cost bonds, or 3 tho 
together with all debts and liabilities which such receiver 
in operating said 


3 an 
such reorgan’ 
final 

and aha 
bonds 


execution or other proper 
tocess 
Il be a ers 
secured 


irect: rgani: company and its pro: 
‘ior Hon hereon: ana providni further," That it the bo! 
the Atlanticand Pacific 


of 
Railroad Com- 


re 
shall be held to be extinguished: And provided further, That 
failure of the title to any lands conveyed or contracted to be 
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, any and all rights of such 
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or his in of such orin of the failure of such title, 
or in the Hability of sald Atlantic nen Deane Bafin cers 
„„ = — 


successor company with the same f . 
same force and e o Sami — 
ner as against the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company; and such —— 


company, upon making compensation for such loss of title or failure to com- 
ply with the conditions of such land contracts, shall be su ted to the 
rights of such tm reapect of tha Janda tor which aiai 


ts purchaser 
shall have been made: And ee EN, That the r railroad 
company provided for in this act shall, for all p: of jurisdiction, 
be keld and deemed to be a citizen and corporation of the respective States 
into which its line of railway, or any branch or spur may extend, or 
in which any such may conduct or carry on any business, and the 
Gf the Fospbetive Beaves! e ae ote lawi 
V es in w $ 
That nothing herein shall be held or construed toim o 


pair or in any manner to 
affect the rights of any unsecured creditors of the Atlantic and Pacific Rail- 
road Company, or to 
it otherwise effective, 


ning purposes, it is provided 
ld from time to time 
when a reasonable price is offered therefor; and if, after five years from the 
passage of this act, it shall be asce: ed by any court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction, 12 5 8 50 to the right of appeal, that any of such lands, except 
such as may htfully be reserved by said newly oraaa corporation. 
under the provisions hereof, for which a reasonable price, to be determined 
by the Secretary of the Interior, has been offered, shall be held or reserved, 
first by such newly o corporation; or, second, held by any other cor- 
poration, person, persons, or association for the use or benefit of such newly 
Ea et corporation; or, third, held by any corporation or association in 
which any stockholder, officer, or member of such newly o ized corpo- 
ration shall bea member, officer, or stockholder; or, fourth, held by any stock- 
holder, officer, director, or member of such newly 0 ized ra 
then such land, or any part of it,so held or reserved ial immedia ¥ rev 
to the United States: and such holding or reservation may be ascertained in 
a suit by any person asking to make preemption, homestead, or cash entry 
of any tract or tracts of such land; and such. person, if successful, shall be 
entitled to take the contested land according to the entry made; but no for- 
feiture under the third subdivision above shall take place, provided the stock 
in the newly organized company, on account of the ownership of which a 
forfeiture might be worked, afl be forfeited and canceled on the books of 
the Haws por 5 as soon as a knowledge of such ownership reaches the president 
or of Rirectors of 


the said newly organized corporation; and the power 
to make such forfeiture and cancellation and appropriate the stock is hereby 


conferred on the said newly organized corporation. 

“Src. 5. That stockholders in said successor corporation shall possess the 
same rights, privileges, duties, and obligations in respect to the management 
of the business affairs of said corporation as were enjoyed and possessed by 
the stockholders of said original Atlantic and c Railroad Com 45 
The time and manner of hol elections for officers and directors of sald 
successor corporation, the number of said directors, and the making of 
by-laws and transferring and vo stock shall be the same as existed under 

e original act incorporating said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company 
and any and all amendatory thereto. 

“SEC. 6. That Congress shall at all times have the power to alter, amend, 


or repeal this act.“ 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. REYBURN, indefinitely, on account of sickness of 

To Mr. Crump, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. WHEELER, for three days. 

To Mr. Harris, for two weeks, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Sora, for five days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Lewis, indefinitely, on account of important business. 

To Mr. HULING, for this day, on account of important business 

To Mr. HYDE, for two weeks, on account of illness. 

To Mr. Eppx, for three days. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I now renew my motion to adjourn. 

The motion was ogrod to; and accordingly (at 4 o'clock p. m.) 
the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
Sone were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 

ollows: 

A letter from the Postmaster-General, requesting the House to 
return to the Post-Office Department the papers transmitted tothe 
House in relation to the claim of R. M. Ridgeley, postmaster of 

aims. 


Springfield, III.—to the Committee on Cl 

Ale from the Commissioner of the Freedman's Savi Bank 
and Trust Company, transmitting the annual e the year 
ending December 5, 1896 - to the Committee on ing and Cur- 


rency, and ordered to be printed. 

A Jetter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
John W. Burkitt, administrator of Joshua W. Elder, deceased, 
and Jane Wherry, administratrix of John J. Wherry, deceased. 
against The United States—to the Committee on War Claims, and 


ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secre of the Treasury, transmitting esti- 
mate and recommendation for additional clerks in the customs 
division, Secretary’s Office—to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. i 

A letter from the president of the Commissioners of the District 
of ee a copy of a report made by the superin- 
tendent of telegraph and telephone service of the District, in 
response to the requirement of the District appropriation bill—to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and pit to be privted, : 


1896. 
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A letter from the Acting Secre of the Treasury, transmit 
ting a communication from the of State, with inclosures, 
submitting an estimate for an additional appropriation for the 
international exhibition at Brussels—to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secre of the Treasury, transmitting 
estimates of deficiencies in appropriations required to meet urgent 
demands upon the Government for the service of the current and 
prior fiscal years—to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. eel 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a combined statement of the receipts and expenditures of the Goy- 
ernment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1896—to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Board of Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia to the Committee on the District of Columbia of the 
House of Representatives, relating to the extension of North Capi- 
tol street through the Prospect Hill Cemetery—to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
a canal to connect the Black Warrior River and Fivemile Creek, 
Alabama, via Valley Creek—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. A 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers. report of examination and survey of 
White River, Arkansas—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
-and ordered to be printed. 825 $ 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey 
of Cedar Creek, Delaware—to the Committee on Rivers and Har- 
bors, and ordered to be printed. ais } 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey 
of the North Fork of Lewis River, Washington—to the Commit- 
tee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey 
of Raisin River, Monroe County, Mich.—to the Committee on 
Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
St. Francis River to the Sunk Lands, Poplin, Mo.—to the Com- 
mittee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, sare of examination and survey of 
Neosho River, Kansas—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed. y 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and surve 
of Ship Island Pass, Mississippi—to the Committee on Rivers an 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. = 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of nae: report of examination and surve; 
of St. Jones River, Delaware—to the Committee on Rivers an 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Menominee Harbor, Michi and Wisconsin—to the Committee 
on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and surve 
of Redwood Creek, California—to the Committee on Rivers an 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey 
of Cashie River, North Carolina—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
the channel between Brazos River and Galveston Bay, Texas—to 
the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and surye 
of Dividing Creek, New Jersey—to the Committee on Rivers an 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Wading River, New Jersey—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey 
of Mohawk River, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 


Northport Harbor, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 
A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 


from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
North River, Washington—to the Committee on Rivers and 


bors, and ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORT. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII. Mr. RAY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported adversely (Report No. 2324) the bill (H. R. 
4057) in relation to cigarettes to limit the effect of the regu- 
lation of ccmmerce between the several States and with forei 
couat n certain cases; and the said bill and report were laid 
on the table. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
1 were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9598) anthorizing the pay- 
ment of export bounties on agricultural and other products of the 
United States, conditioned on their prices in principal markets 
and upon their carriage in American or foreign vessels—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BELL of Colorado: A bill (H. R. 9599) authorizing every 
United States district judge to apn a stenographic reporter, 
and to tix the compensation and duties of such reporter—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SPERRY: A bill (H. R. 9600) to provide for aids to 
navigation—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. LOUD: A bill (H. R. 9601) to amend an act entitled 
“An act providing for the public printing and binding and the 
distribution of public documents,” approved January 12, 1895— 
to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH: A bill (H. R. 9602) to require 
contestees in contested-election cases to give bond to the United 
States—to the Committee on Elections No. 1. 

By Mr. BERRY: A bill (H. R. 9603) amending section 1 of an 
act granting pensions to army nurses, passed August 5, 1892—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

es Mr. PRINCE: A bill (H. R. 9604) to authorize the Secretary 
of War to acquire right of way for the Illinois and Mississippi 
Canal through Moline Bridge across Rock River—to the Commit- 
tee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9605) in relation to a portion of the submerged 
lands in the Rock Island Arsenal water-power pool—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MONDELL: A bill (H. 13. 0000) to authorize the en 
and patenting of lands containing petroleum and other mine: 
oils under the placer-mining laws of the United States—to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. LOUD: A bill (H. R.9607) to amend an act to permit 
the use of the right of way through public lands for tramroads, 
canals, and reservoirs, and for other purposes—to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9608) to facilitate the construction, working, 
and maintenance of n communication between the 
United States, the Hawaiian Islands, Japan, and Australasia, and 
to promote commerce—to the Committee on Interstate and For- 
olen Commerce. : 

y Mr. DALZELL: A bill (H. R. 9609) to change the names of 
certain streets in the city of Washington, D. C.—to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HOWARD: Joint resolution (H. Res. 207) recognizing 
the Republic of Cuba as a free and independent government—to 
the Committee on ek Affairs. 

By Mr. TRELOAR: Joint resolution (H. Res. 208) proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United Staten Jonathane 
the terms of Senators and Representatives in Congress to eight 
and four years, respectively, and also lengthening the term of the 
President of the United States to eight years—to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMITH of Illinois (by request): Resolution (House Res. 
No. 441) to pay W. H. Smith for services rendered in the library 
of the House—to the Committee on Accounts. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC, 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 
r. BAKER of New Hampshire: A bill (H. R. 9610) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to Mary E. Barden—to the Committee 


on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. BELL of Texas: A bill R. 9611) granting a pension 


H. 
to John J. Osborn—to the Sa on Invalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 9612) granting a pension to 
Moses E. Osborn—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. BRUMM: A bill (H. R. 9618) to increase the pension of 
Joel Metz—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

ge fot BULL: A bill (H. R. 9614 granting & pension to William 
F. Bolan, invalid son of John V. an, late private in Sopy 
A, Third Regiment Rhode Island Heavy Artillery—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H, R. 9615) for the relief 
of Maria Johnson (widow) and minor children—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9616) to increase the pension of Edward W. 
Nortoni, late assistant surgeon Fifty-ninth Massachusetts Volun- 
teer 8 the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CROWTHER: A bill (H. R. 9617) peeping. a pension to 
John N. Smith—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DINGLEY: A bill (H. R. 9618) for the relief of the 
r Mr. DOCK M: A bill (f. K. 9619) granting a pension to 
y Mr. : i R. ) ting a pension 

Mirum C. Peck—to the Gans on 3 5 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9620) granting a pension to 
Albert Hammer—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HATCH: A bill (H. R. 9621) to remove the charge of 
desertion from the military record of David Woods—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HULL: A bill 5 9622) ei pomion to Julia A. 
Hays, widow of Edwin R. Hays, Company L, First Ohio Heavy 
Artillery—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HUNTER: A bill (H. R. 9623) for the relief of Albert O. 


Brown—to the Committee on 
Mr. KENDALL: A bill 8 9624) for the relief of the 
ion of Kentucky—to the Com- 


By 
soldiers of the Three Forks Ba 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. KERR: A bill (H. R. 9625) granting an increase of 
pension to James McCoy—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9626) granting an increase of pension to 
Friendly Lewis—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. rede rn an increase of pension to Wil- 
liam J. Holway—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LONG: A bill (H. R. 9628) for the relief of Thomas 
Guthrie—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. McCALL of Tennessee: A bill (H. R. 9629) for the relief 
of M. Robison, administrator T. E. Robison, deceased, late of Hen- 
derson County, Tenn. to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MILNES: A bill (H. R. 9630) for the relief of George W. 
Freeman—to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

By Mr. NOONAN: A bill (H. R. 9631) for the relief of Julius E. 
Mugge—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. OTEY (by request): A bill (H. R. 9632) for the relief 
of Morgan Coll to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9633) for the relief of S. Plummer Morton, 
alias Martin Phelps—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. OTJEN: A bill (H. R. 9634) granting a pension to John 
W. Brisbois—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. STROWDof North Carolina: A bill (H. R. 9635) author- 
izing and directing the Secretary of War to place the name of W, 


H. High, of Wake County, N. C., on the pension roll on account b 


2 services rendered in the Mexican war- to the Committee on 
ensjons. 

By Mr. TERRY (by request): A bill (H. R. 9636) to amend 
the records of Company A, Fourteenth Cavalry—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HUFF: A bill (H. R. 9637) to correct the military rec- 
ord of Jacob Gaffney, of Madison, Pa.—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following 1 and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire: Resolutions of the New 
Hampshire Medical Society, protesting against the passage of 
Senate bill No. 1552, entitled A bill for the further prevention of 
cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BARTHOLDT: Petition of citizens of St. Louis, Mo., 
favoring the intervention of the United States in favor of Cuban 
independence—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BREWSTER: Petition of citizens of Pittsford, N. V., 
regarding the 5 of American citizens and their property 
in Turkey, and the Armenian atrocities—to the Committee on 


Forei, airs. 
By Ar. COUSINS: Resolution of the board of trustees of the |. 


Iowa Agricultural College, favoring the Wilson-Squire engineer- 
ing experiment station bill—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

y Mr. CURTIS of Iowa: Petition of the St. Louis (Mo.) Acad- 
emy of Science, protesting i the passage of Senate bill 


No. 1553, restricting experimentation upon animals for scientific 
investigation—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

_Also, petition of the Davenport (Iowa) Business Men’s Associa- 
tion, to close crevasse in Pass a L’Outre—to the Committee on 
Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Resolutions adopted at a mass meeting of 
the citizens of Pittsburg, Pa., relative to Armenian outrages—to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

_By Mr. DANFORD: Petition of James F. Johnson and other 
citizens of Steubenville, Ohio, favoring the passage of the Ding- 
ley tariff bill—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

y Mr. EDDY: Resolution of the St. Paul (Minn.) Chamber of 
Commerce, indorsing Senate bill No. 2447 for a department of com- 
merce and manufactures—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. GIBSON: Petition of Dr. G. R. Brandon, of Knoxville, 
Tenn., asking compensation for property taken by United States 
forces during the late war—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HICKS: Petition of glass bottle blowers of the United 
States, for restricted immigration—to the Committee on Immi- 
gration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. HULL: Paper to accompany House bill granting a pen- 
sion to Julia A. Hays, signed by citizens of Knoxville, lowa—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KIEFER: Petition of 15 citizens of Stillwater, Minn., 
asking for extension of time in which to make improvements on 
mining claims—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, resolution of the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce, indors- 
ing the proposed creation as part of Government of a 8 
of commerce 8 manufactures—to the Committee on Interstate 

mmerce. 


and Forei 

By Mr. K PATRICK: Petition of H. L. Jones and other cit- 
izens of Coffeyville, Kans., protesting extending the time 
for the construction of the Kansas City, Oklahoma and South- 
western Railway through the Indian Territory—to the Committee 
on 5 and Canals. 

By Mr. PITNEY: Petition of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Asso- 
ciation of the United States in favor of the prohibition of immi- 
gration—to the Committee on 5 and Naturalization. 

By Mr. SNOVER: Petition of 28 citizens of North Branch, Mich. , 
praying for favorable action on House bill No. 888, to reduce letter 

to 1 cent per half ounce, and bill No. 4366, to amend the 
laws relating to second-class matter to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


SENATE. 
TUESDAY, December 15, 1896. 
won by Rey. T. De Wrrr TALMAGE, D. D., of the city of 


n. 
The Vice-President being absent, the President pro tempore 
took the chair. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
Browna, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bil] and joint resolution; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 1888) to further amend an act entitled An act 
regulating the saleof intoxicating liquors in the District of Colum- 
bia,” approva March 3, 1893; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to pay the officers and employees 
of the Senate and House of Representatives their hag. pasha sal- 
aries Ps the month of December, 1896, on the 18th day of said 
mont 

ALLEGANY INDIAN RESERVATION LANDS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to a provision contained in the Indian appropriation act of June 
10, 1896, a communication from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, together with a detailed statement of all the leases 
made and entered into by the Seneca Nation of Indians with all 
persons or corporations of lands in the 9 Indian Reserva- 
tion in the State of New York; which, wit ə accompanyi 
papers, was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, an 
ordered to be printed. 

REPORT OF THE COLUMBIA RAILWAY COMPANY. 

The PRESIDENT pro npo laid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting the report 
of the Columbia Railway Company of Washington, D. C., for the 
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fiscal year ended February 29, 1896, together with a statement of 


the cost of the cablerailway gen which, with the e e 
report, was referred to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, and ordered to be printed. 


SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the Postmaster-General, transmitting, in response 
to a resolution of June 6, 1896, certain information and copies of 

apers relating to certain rulings of the Post-Office Department 
reference to 5 mail matter; re win ene Sou 
anying papers, was referr e Commi on Pos ces 
and N and ordered to be printed. 


CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 


The PRESIDENT protempore laid before the Senate a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance 
to the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, a certified copy of 
the final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice- 
President from the State of Arkansas; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The PRESIDENT ps tempore announced the signature of the 
Vice-President tothe following enrolled bills; which had previously 
been signed by the Speaker of the House of resentatives: 

A bill (H. R. 2604) to increase the pension of Caroline A. Hough, 
widow of Brig. Gen. John Hough; and 

A bill (H. R. 4354) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Gould Carr, 
widow of the late Brig. and Byt. Maj. Gen. Joseph B. Carr, United 
States Volunteers, deceased. 


STRATTON H. BENSCOTER. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the request 
of the House of Representatives for the return of the bill (H. R. 
8771) for the relief of Stratton H. Benscoter; and by unanimous 
consent the request was ordered to be complied with and the bill 
returned to the House of Representatives. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. MORGAN presented the credentials of Edmund Winston 
Pettus, chosen by the legislature of Alabama a Senator to repre- 
sent that State in the Senate of the United States for the term 
commencing the 4th day of March, 1897; which were read, and 
ordered to be filed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a petition of sundry 
citizens of Washington Coopin, Ind., praying for the p e of 
the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of the select and common 
councils of Philadelphia, Pa., rayine that an appropria aon be 
made for digging out the Back Gumaa and Improving the League 
Island Navy-Yard; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Pittsburg, 
Pa., and a petition of the Young People’s Society of Christian 
Endeavor and sundry members of the Presbyterian church of 
Hazleton, Pa., praying for the enactment of legislation to relieve 
the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of George G. Meade Post, No. 1, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Philadelphia, Pa., praying Con- 

ess to recognize the independence of Cuba; which was referred 
70 the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BERRY presented a petition of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, praying for the of a bankruptcy bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition of sundry citizens of Valen- 
tine, Nebr., praying for the passage of Senate bill No. 2455, grant- 
ing the incorporated town of Valentine, in the county of Cherry 
and State of Nebraska, certain lands,-and for other purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin presented a petition of the Supe- 
rior Commercial Club, of Superior, Wis., praying that the harbor 
of Duluth and Superior be improved at as early a date as possi- 
ble; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HILL presented a petition of sundry woolgrowers of Onon- 
daga County, N. Y., praying for the passage of the so-called Ding- 
ley tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

r. BURROWS presented the petitions of James B..Cobb and 
86 other citizens of Kalamazoo, of D. S. French and 4 other citi- 
zens of St. Johns, andof G. W. Vanaiken and 16 other citizens of 
Coldwater, all in the State of Michigan, praying for the passage 
of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BRICE presented a petition of the Strong, Carlisle & Tur- 
ney Company, of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the enactment of 


legislation reforming the pee laws in regard to second-class 
mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Ministerial Association of 
Springfield, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation pro- 
hibiting the transportation of obscene matter from State to State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


He also presented a petition of the Ministerial Association of 
Springfield, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation pro- 
viding for the appointment of an impartial commission to inves- 
ugato the labor problem and to suggest a solution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Edu cation and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of the Ministerial Association of 
Springfield, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation to for- 
bid the mails to papers papuana dois of suicides, except on 
police order for identification; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Rev. Edward C. Dinwiddie, 
secretary of the American Anti-Saloon 1 of Springfield, 
Ohio, praying for the passage of House bill No. 7083, prohibiting 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol building; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. VEST presented a petition of the Board of Trade of Kan- 
sas City, Mo., praying Congress to recognize the independence of 
Cuba and also to give material aid to the Cuban people; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of sundry citizens of Illi- 
nois, praying for the p of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; 
which was referred to the en on Finance. 

Mr. THURSTON. I present a 55 signed by 10,000 repre- 
sentative colored citizens of the United States, praying for the 
passage of a bill to provide a home for aged and infrm colored 
pre. I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on 

ucation and Labor. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas presented the petition of Robert L. 
Owen, of Muscogee, Ind. T., praying Congress to consider his 
claim for services rendered in the settlement of the Old Settler 
aso claim; which was referred to the Committee on Indian 

airs. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were referred the following bills, reported them severally with- 
out amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 7127) granting a pension to Samuel D, Gilman; 

A bill (H. R. 5710 nting a pension to Eleanor L. Curtiss; 

A bill (H. R. 5787) for the relief of HA F. Worth; 

A bill (H. R. 158) granting a pension to y Collins; 

A bill (H. R. 3890) granting a pension to George William 
Hodgdon; and 

A bill (H. R. 1511) for the relief of Lydia Boynton Ferris. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 4281) granting pension to George 
Johnson, of Lenox, Iowa, reported it with amendments, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 

Mr. CANNON, from the Committee on Pensions. to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3252) to increase the pension of Esther Brown, 
reported it without amendment. 

3 RE report back without amendment, from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, with a report eee ryt Se it, the 
annual pension appropriation bill, being the bill (H. R. 9473) 
making 6 for the payment of invalid and other pen - 
sions of the United States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, 
and for other p s 

I give notice that to-morrow morning, after the routine morn- 
ing business, I shall ask the Senate to take up the bill and passit. 
It is sihe only appropriation bill that has reached the Senate from 


e House. 
aoe VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 
HOLIDAY RECESS. 


Mr. HALE. I also report back from the Committee on Appro- 
priations, without amendment, the House resolution proposing an 
adjournment for the holidays; and I ask that it be put on its 
passage. 

The concurrent resolution of the House of Representatives was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That 
when the two Houses adjourn on Tuesday, the 22d day of December, they 
stand adjourned until 12 o’clock meridian on Tuesday, January 5, 1897. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. BRICE introduced a bill (S. 3383) granting a pension to 
William H. Junkin; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (S. 3384) toauthorize and empower 
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the 9 of Alaska to appoint justices of the peace and con- 
stables in and for the District of Alaska; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8385) to refer certain claims for 
Indian depredations to the Court of Claims; which was read twice 
1 5 title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 

mmittee on Indian Depredations. 

Mr. BLACKBURN introduced a bill (S. 3386) for relief of Leo 
L. Johnson; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3387) to complete the mili 
record of James Hicks, formerly captain Company M, Twelft 
Regiment Ohio Cavalry Volunteers; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill 155 3388) to further regulate 
the sale of milk in the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 

nying papers, referred to the Committee on the District of 

umbia. 

Mr. PALMER introduced a bill (S. 3389) to amend an act grant- 
ing pensions to the survivors of the Indian wars from 1832 to 1842, 
inclusive, known as the Black Hawk war, the Creek war, the 
Cherokee disturbances, and the Seminole war; which was read 
twice eae title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. WALTHALL introduced a bill (S. 3390) for the relief of the 
Ronian Catholic Church of St. Peters, at Jackson, Miss.; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Mili Affairs. 

Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill (S. 3391) directing the Secretary 
of the Interior to make surveys for and determine and rt on 
the cost of erecting reservoirs on certain rivers in the United 
States and their tributaries, and making appropriation therefor, 
and for other 8 which was read twice by its title, and 
pag to the Committee on Irrigation and Reclamation of Arid 

ands, 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3392) for the relief of Daniel C. 
Hefferman, of Dakota County, Nebr.; which was read twice byits 
title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. PERKINS introduced a bill (S. 3393) to increase the pension 
of Wesley C. Sawyer; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BAKER introduced a bill e 3394) for the relief of Capt. 
John T. Bruen, late of the Tenth Independent Ba New York 
Volunteers; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3395) to amend an act 
entitled “An act for the relief and civilization of the Chippewa 
Indians in the State of Minnesota,” approved Janu: 14, 1889; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8896) to authorize and direct the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay the moneys herein specified to 
the respective bands of Chippewa Indians in the State of Minne- 
sota, according to their r ive rights and interests; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian 


airs. ; 

Mr. HARRIS (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3397) granting 
a pension to Etta S. Stillson, widow of Philo B. Stillson, lieuten- 
ant-colonel One hundred and ninth Regiment New York Volun- 
teers; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. QUAY introduced a bill (S. 3398) to provide an American 
register for the bark E. C. Mowatt, of Philadelphia, Pa.; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. GEAR introduced a bill (S. 3399) granting a pension to 
John W. Pennell; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. : 

Mr. KYLE introduced a bill (S. 3400) granting an increase of 
pension to John A. Worswick; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. McMILLAN introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 173) to 
permit railroads in the District to occupy additional parts of 
streets to accommodate the traveling public attending the inau- 
gural ceremonies; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accom: ying paper, referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

He also introduced a joint resolution (S. R+174) to suspend the 
operation of an act approved February 13, 1895, entitled An act 
to amend an act entitled ‘An act to provide for the settlement of 
all outstanding claims against the District of Columbia, and con- 
ferring jurisdiction on the Court of Claims to hear the same, and 

or other purposes,’ approved June 16, 1880;” which was read twice 
its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
ittee on the District of Columbia. 
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PRINTING OF A PAPER ON THE SENATE, 


Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for anorder that a Uns on the Senate 
published in the Youth’s Companion of November 13, 1890, and 
quoted in my speech in the Senate in January, 1892, be printed ag 
a document. It will cost only a few dollars, and it is a very excel¢ 
lent article. I hope it may be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the order in writing? 

Mr. COCKRELL. No, I have not written the order. 

The PRESIDENT pro pas. The Senator from Missourt 
asks that a certain paper of which he informs the Senate may be 
printed as a document. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and it will be so ordered. 


USE OF MONEY IN ELECTIONS. 


Mr. ALLEN. I submit a resolution, which I ask may be read. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That a committee of nine Senators be elected by the Senate to 
2200006 ]˙ĩ2o 8 
Oron; o oxtent to which money, 
3 connection with the — — “td 


dential electors, and to inquire whether or not any such expenditures were 


any, were made by persons and co 
to the Senate all facts, and whe! 
tee, any legislation by Con is 

vent the use of money in elections, 
by full or sub 8 during the 

resent session of Congress ber, A. D. 1897, 

e expenses thereof to be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under the law the resolution 
will go to the Committee on Contingent Expenses, 

Mr. ALLEN. Before the resolution is referred, I desire the 
indulgence of the Senate just a moment to have two articles rea 
showing the necessity for the passage of the resolution. I 
occupy the attention of the Senate but a moment. I send to the 
desk and ask to have read an editorial from the New York 
Tribune of December 11, 1896. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection, the 
Secretary will read the paper at the request of the Senator from 
Nebraska. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

[New York Tribune, December 11, 1898.) 
THE SILVER OUTBREAK. 

Senator ALLEN and the bolters who have practically annexed themselves 
to the Populists are doing a public service unintentionally. Their attempt 
to revive on and uncertainty on the question of money is heartily con- 
demned by business men of all shades of opinion, and its injurious influences 
on industry are resented by workingmen. The right of these ple to 
demand a popular decision on the question was not denied. Bat their 
attempt to keep the whole country in the slough of despond for an indefinite 
time because the r decision was e them, and by a factious resis, 

on, is n considered indecent and ini 8 revolu 
cane. presently be p to resist i h the same 
grand union of ho eeling which crushed the attempt of Altgeld & Co. to 
promote free rioting. 


decisions of the 
n after a fair hear- 


d, if he has any sense of loyalty, to respect the verdict of the peo- 
ple until a new one has been rendered. Anything like factious opposition to 
such a decision is dishonorable, and is certain to arouse a popular resentment 
which will 0 5 very far toward deciding future contests. But when the sol 
vency and the honor of the nation are at stake, and in purely factious oppos) 
sition to measures for the maintenance of public honor a man imperils 
national Le ad and national credit, he marks himself as a rebel. 

are not needed to make him an enemy of the people. He is a foe to be 
crushed before self-government can do its legitimate work. 

When the highwayman’s style of behavior was first adopted by the bolting 
silver Senators the Tribune repeatedly warned them that they were aro 
hy We gar feeling which would overwhelm them and the cause they 
at They did not believe, and persisted. The result is that some of 
them have been sent back to the obscurity of private life, and others will be. 
The silver cause is much further from success than it has been at any time 
for twenty years. Yet the same conspiracy of ts with the Senators 
who are merely the tools or hire of silver monopolists now attempts to 
resist the decision of the pa at the last election. These people may well 
take warning that public opinion will go very much further against them 
than it has yet gone, and will be prepared to sustain stronger measures than 
bad have ever contemplated as possible, if they persist in their course. 

The attitude of Democratic Senators just now is uncertain. At least a 
dozen of them supported Bryan more or less earnestly because he was the 
candidate of their party, though they had no sympathy whatever with the 
monetary notions he advocated. Wi a short time some of these Senators 
will begin to shape their course with reference to future elections. The sil. 
yer conspirators may rest assured that men like Hill and Morphy: Smith 
Gorman, Faulkner, "Turpie, and Mitchell are not going to cut their o 
throats for the sake of silver millionaires. It will not take much moré 
of tho highwa: ‘s tactics to bring about a state of public opinion which 
every go of these Senators will respect and obey, unless he chooses to bury 


Mr. ALLEN. Iask also to have read an article that is a 
from the Farm, Field, and Fireside, published at Chicago, da 
December 5, 1896. f 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection, thd 
* will read as requested. 
Mr. LEN. The cle is short. 


1896. 
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The Secretary read as follows: 
Farm, Field, and Fireside, December 5, 1996 } 
ELECTION ECHOES. 
The following table gives the populer oles for President in 1892 and 1896, 
leaving out the Prohibition vote in both 
This vote shows a most remarkable 8 problematical increase in those 


States known as prote en an increase in voting strength far beyond any rea- 
sonable increase in population. 


Vote for President 
in 1896. 


. De: Repub- | P McKin. Pal 
mo- pu opu- - = 
cratic. list. ley. | Bryan. | mer. 
138,138 | 9,197 | 85,181 „ | 107,187 | 5,671 
87,752 | 46,974 | 11,831 | 87,512 | 110.10 
118,151 | 118,927 | 25,311 | 146,217 2 
38,0 88,584 2.75 151,970 500 
8.505 77,0 809 | 110,288 734 | 4,834 
18,621 | 18,077 |....-..... 20,367 18,671 957 
0,1. 7843 11.27 29.981 1,772 
129,386 48,565 42.980 60.001 94,222 2,788 
E BR 8.500 10,520! 5,061 15,754 |.--.__. 
780, 1 | 899,288 | 22,207 | 604,467 | 463,299 | 6,105 
262,740 | 255,615 | 22,198 | 327,739 | 309,318 | 2,148 
196,307 | 219,373} 20,616 | 230,640 | 24.888 4,892 
oe aie 157,241 | 163,111 | 158/541 | 171,810 | 1,200 
175,461 135,441 | 2.500 2181055 | 217,797 | 5,018 
87.922 13.811] 13.82 2. 7 76,883] 1,810 
48.0 . 878 2.043 80.5 . 7 1.864 
113,866 | 92,785 796 | 136,659 | 102,754 2.507 
176,813 | 202.814 | 3.210 287,787 | 102,655 | 11,510 
202,208 | 222,708 | 19,892 | 293,327 | 287,251 | 6,930 
100,579 | 122,786 | 80,398 | 193,455 | 139,477 | 3,209 
40,237 1.400 10.20 4.840 55,983| 1,021 
288,623 | 226,762 | 41,183 | 804,940 | 363,652 | 2,355 
17,534] 18,883] 7259| 10.100 41.275 
24,943 | 87.227 | 83,134| 102,565 | 115,625 | 2,797 
m| 282| 7.7 1,756] 6,751 |....... 
42,081 | 45,888 283 57.44 21,271 | 8,490 
171,068 | 156,089 985 | 221.367 | 138,675 | 6,873 
654,869 | 609,350 | 16,429 | 795,271 | 543,830 | 18,829 
182,951 | 100,848 | 4732| 155,222 174.8 878 
— 17,519 | 17.60 32.8 18,175 . 
401, 115 | 405,187 | 14.80 52.889 474.80 | 1,857 
14.243 35,002] 28.875 48,689] 45.618 81 
452,284 518,011] 8,714 728,300 | 427,127 11.000 
2.88 | 27,069 27 W. 47 14,459 | 1,168 
54.008 13,884] 2.0 9.813 58.801 "set 
9.081 64.88 28.512 45.100 45.275 | 2,500 
196,477 | 909.978] 28,622 | 148,778 | 163,651 1,951 
239,148 | 81,444 | 99,683 | 166,182 | 291,270 | £90 
16,325 | 87,992 43| 18,461] 66851 |--.-..- 
163,97 133.20 1,274 | 51,127 | 10,179 | 1,831 
29,844 | 38,470 | 19,105 | 135,361 | 155,968 | 2,216 
84.408 $0,285 | 4.18 99,495] 50.927 | 2,750 
177,335 | 170,791 | 9,909 | 102,000] 90,000 . 
A ERSA 8,451] 7,772 | 265,656 | 162,609 | 8,000 
SREE NPE BSS CSR eee E EN 10,073 | 10.0 
553,165 5, 196, 080 {1,000,630 17,053,102 0, 344, 463 |132, 583 


McKinley's popular plurality over Bryan 708,639. 
Cleveland carried ee ae ee Agta! and Pryn 2 years shee a more 


votes than ve fa and ryan 

Cleveland carried Illinois 31 802 F bI 5 47,000 more 
votes than Cleveland received, er ps Serre Lines. 

Cleveland carried Indiana in Biss 7, 125. ‘and P received 47,000 more 
votes than Cleveland receiv: tM Bley — Indiana. 

Harrison carried Iowa in I e T20, and B 8 received 4,541 more votes 
than Harrison received, yet M. 

Cleveland carried Kentucky in tii 15 2, and B wee 42,338 
more votes than iy, Mave we secret 5 Kentu 

Harrison carried Mi in 1892 3 oct received 4,000 more 
votes than 8 vi = — 5 carried Michigan. 

Harrison garried Minnesota and „ ei more 
votes than Harrison received. n Sor nloy carri 

carried Ohio in e carr an as ä 69,000 more votes 

than Harrison received, 2 5 7 

Harrison carried n received 9,000 more votes than 
Harrison hg gta hy et ekinley 8388 

The vote of Illinois was zen age tert in excess sof the vote of 1892; that of 
Ohio 200,000, and of Kentu hence have these States gained 
80 ly in oy pbk d 

At the same growing Western State, only shows 10,000 ceo. 
The great State of — = Rich has has been a theater of immigration, 
shows 40,000 ; Ala 


shows 5,000 loss; New York only sh shows 52 
gain: usetts, 1,000; Virginia shows 15,000 J loss; while 

a State the Republicans were ticularly anxious to carry, shows a ene . 
20,000; Arkansas, a State to which immigration has been directed, only gained 
1,000, While Indiana, a pivotal State, shows 90,000 
votal States made such 


These figures are licable. 
tremendous gains in vo stre Is it legi a or has there been 


some new secret—fraudulent—device for making and swelling majorities 
where they are most needed put into operation? This subject is worthy of 
further consideration. 


Mr. ALLEN. I now ask that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate, and request that it may be 5 reported back, so 
that it can be considered by the Senate. 

pee PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will be so 
referred. 


THE WATER HYACINTH. 


Mr. PASCO. I submit a resolution, and ask that it be now 
considered. 


XXIX——11 


The resolution was read, as follows; 
Senate any informa Ci, Erg singer a e eee 


what results, and whether in 
a 1 8 an aaldittenel legislation is desirable to egal the 


pang of any any such navigable waters by the continued growthand 

he 8 by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the 
resolution. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I have an amendment upon this 
subject to offer to the proper appropriation bill, of which I desire 
to give notice. 

e waters of the St. Johns River is my own immediate region 
in Florida—my own home. They embrace the only portion of the 
State which is infected by this very destructive growth. It almost 
destroys the navigation of the great St. Johns River, which is 
in part an estuary of the sea, opens the larger part of the interior of 
south Florida to navi ation, and making accessible the He prodochon 
of phosphates and tropical fruits, vegetables, and lumber of 
that country. This i a a 5 ject of very great importance, as this 
growth, imported from a foreign country and transplanted in the 
waters of the St. Johns, threatens to almost entirely close the river 
for 5 

I hope that the resolution will be passed, and at a later day, when 
the subject shall come before the Senate, I give notice that I shall 
ask tors a considerable appropriation for the improvement of that 
river, to prevent it from beter entirely closed. Captain Shaw, an 
experienced and capable navigator of many years on the river, is 
now gathering the information necessary for Congress, and I am 
only awaiting its receipt to urge Congress to appropriate the 
money. 

Mr. XD ASCO. It is with a view of getting information before 
the Senate for inteligen action that I . — — the resolution. 
There is some such information at the War Department. I desire 
to get it in an official form, so that we may make some effort to 
remove this obstruction to navigation and commerce. 

I understand that this obstruction exists not only in the State 
which . and I represent, but in some of the other 
South Atlantic and Gulf States, particularly in the State of Lou- 
isiana.. I have consulted with the Senators from that State and 
learn that some of their navigable waters have been obstructed 
by the continuous growth of this water byacnib; which is a very 
beautiful aquatic plant, but it is practically shutting up the 
mouths of some important navigable streams in these States. 

It was for the purpose of getting this information that the 
resolution was prepared and introduced. : 

The resolution was agreed to. 

RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS IN OREGON. 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I submit a resolution and ask for 


its nt consideration. 
resolution was read, as follows: 
Whereas it was provided in the at entitled “An act making 
tions for the constru 


ropa ae tte i works 
on rivers and harbors, and 5 e 8 


T tanpon proving Yaquina Bay, tinuing improvement M: Pro- 
rA ae ae prega be ox mal tebe by the na ‘ar for such 
5 8 necessary to com ARS Ene CIRCE BE FOCI: 
F . October 11, 1895, to be 
paid 1 from time to time made by law, not to 
exceed e e te $1,000,0 exclusive of amount herein and heretofore 


to be ex- 
V 2 8 Willa- 


vey, dated March 6, 1895, for lock ae 


mey and work may be done othe: contract, to be 
15 for as 3 amar iom time to time be made by law, not exceed- 
ee 128 8 the amount herein appropriated: And 

That the suum of $10: or so much thereof us may be neces- 

a snag boat with 


FT herein app as may be neces- 

say to topivo theerosion of the Sent Rn of the Willamette River 88 
gin d to maintain the river ect at that poi 

8 hat the Secretary of War be, and he is Bereby Ai Airestod to ore 


pee sen to the placing of said 
ony the Willamette and Sh rere & 


rovisions, respectively; and 
. — or delay. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the resolution 
which has just been read. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have it read. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oreo Itis simply a call for information, 

Mr. GORMAN. Let it be read.. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Ohio asks 
that the resolution may again be read. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I understand that it is merely a resolution 


rovements at Yaquina Bay, Oregon 
8 under 8 ae provided 
no steps have been taken, then the 
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palling for information. If that is the case I do not care to have 
t read. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. That is all it is. Iwill state to the 
Senator from Ohio it is simply a resolution calling for information. 

Mr. GORMAN. Let it be read, Mr. President. I should like 
to know whatitis. Its reading was not heard on this side. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I will state to the Senator from 
Maryland what the resolution is. There was provision in the 
Tiver and harbor act which passed at the last session for the 
placing under contract of three several proposed improvements 
in the State of Oregon. This resolution simply calls upon the 
Secretary of War to advise the Senate as to what steps, if any, 


have been taken. That is all. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Mary- 
again read? 


land desire the resolution to 

Mr. GORMAN. No. I merely wished to know what it is. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to 
the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to 

ISSUE OF BONDS IN NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I ask unanimous consent to call up the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. 4052) approving certain acts of the 
legislative assembly of the Territory of New Mexico authorizing 
the issue of certain bonds of said Territory, which came over from 
the House a day or two since and which was read. An objection” 
was then made by the Senator from Missouri Lats COCKRELL], 
who now withdraws his objection, I understan He has exam- 
ined the bill. It is identical with the bill which passed both 
Houses of Congress before the adjournment in June and received 
the veto of the President because of certain restrictive language 
at the close of the measure, which has been eliminated from it. 
With that exception, the bill stands exactly as it did when it 

the two Houses of Congress before. e amendment was 
read by the Secretary the other day, before the objection was 
made by the Senator from Missouri, and I should be glad if the 
Senate would vote upon it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Colorado 
asks unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill 
named by him. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and 
the action of the House of Representatives will be stated. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


Resolved, That the House agrees to the amendments of the Senate to House 
Dill 4062, entitled “A bill approving certain acts of the legislative assembly of 
the Territory of New Mero authorizing the issue of certain bonds of said 
Territory.“ numbered 1 and 4. to amendment numbered 3, and 
agrees to amendment numbered 2, with an amendment as follows: 

“Also the certain bonds and indebtedness, together with interest cow 
thereto attached, of the county of Santa Fe, Territory of New Mexico, dated 
September 29, 1891, issued under the provisions of an act of the Territorial 

ed ‘An act for the 


tay? bs 1891. 

“Such bonds bea ony. been issued in refunding and in lieu of $150,000 of bonds, 
overdue interest, and a sodemeus rendered 
Fe, theretofore, in the year , issued and outstanding, are hereby validated 
approved, and confirmed. Also the certain bonds and indeb $56,000 
in amount, together with the interest coupon: 
erritory of New Mexico, dated July 1, 1883, bein 
200 in bonds 


Territorial general eee the 8 


of the Territo 
wn or 

of inte 2 yed February 11, 1891, such bonds ha n ed 

refunding ind tn He id indebtedness to the amount of $50,000 of said 


reby v. $ Ne 
“It A intended hereby to validate, appears and confirm any and all laws, 
ordinan: and pr and bonds rela tothe matter necessary to 
the validation of the said bonds of the Territory of New Mexico and of the 
said Santa Fe County, Grant County, and town of Silver City bonds, but no 
‘further and for no other pu 


The said county of Santa Fe is hereby authorized and empowered to again 
refund all or an 2 — of the indebtedness thereof by „act validated 
within one year from the of this act, in accordance with the terms 
and provisions of an act of the le; ture of the Territory of New Mexico, 
being chapter 79, entitled ‘An act for the financial relief of counties and mu 
nicipalities’ (House bill No. 192), approved Feb 26, 1891, except that 

such refunded bonds shall bear interest at the rate of per cent per annum, 
payable semiannually, and shall become due twenty-five years from the date 
of the issue of such refunded bonds, and shall be issued for the amount of 
unpaid principal of the bonds of said county by this act validated, with inter- 

est thereon from the date thereof, to wit, September, 1891, and March, 1892, 

: 3 at the rate of 4 per cent per annum until the date when the sum 

be refunded as herein provided, less the amount of interest heretofore 
paid on such bonds; and when said bonds shall be so refunded they shall be 

‘subject in all other respects to all the provisions, liabilities, rights, obliga- 
| tions, benefits, and advantages of said act of the le ture herein referred 
to. In case said bonds shall not be refunded by said county of Santa Fe upon 
the terms and conditions in this section set forth. then the bonds valida 
by this act shall remain as the legal obligation of said Santa Fe County. 

| “If said bonds shall be refunded as herein provided, the holders of the 
bonds herein validated shall, upon actual notice given by said county, deliver 

aud shall receive in lieu thereof 
mds provided for in this section: Provided, That an: ota ae 
e 


to said comar tag bonds herein validated 
the refunded 
bonds which shall not be delivered for refunding to said county of 


within six months after said notice shall be given as herein required shall 


not bear a rate of interest greater than 4 per cent per annum from date 
of issue: Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to make 
the Government of the United States liable or responsible for the yment 
of any of said bonds by this act approved, confirmed, and made valid 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on concurring 
in the amendment of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. PEFFER. I ask the Senator from Colorado to explain how 
this change affects the original bill. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. In no way except that it removes a restrictive 
clause to which the President objects, and which he thought might 
invalidate the bill. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The PRESIDENT po tempore. The House of Representatives 
has also disagreed to Senate amendment numbered 3. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I move that the Senate recede from that 
amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. PALMER. Lask for the present consideration of the bill 
(S. 894) granting a pension to Nancy G. Allabach. I was not 
present yesterday when pension bills were considered, and I now 
ask the Semen consideration of the bill I have named, which 
was returned to the Senate with the objections of the President. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will announce that 
morning business is concluded. The Senator from IIlinois asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill named 
by him. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. PALMER. If the bill is now before the Senate,I ask for 
the reading of the report. 

Mr. MORGAN. Did I understand the Chair to announce that 
the morning business had been closed? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair so announced. 

Mr. MORGAN. I was waiting to get a chance to call up a res- 
olution which comes over from yesterday, which is a part of the 
morning business, and which I announced on yesterday I should 
ask the Senate to allow me this morning to make some obser- 
vations upon. I hope the Senator from Illinois will not insist 
upon the point that the morning business is closed, for I submit 
8 y that that resolution comes over as part of the morning 

usiness. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The Chair will recognize the 
Senator from Alabama as soon as the bill referred to by the Senator 
from Illinois shall have been disposed of. The report will be read. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the report submitted by Mr. 
PALMER from the Committee on Pensions May 9, 1896, but was 
interrupted by ` 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. What is it that is being presented by 
the Secretary? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Illinois 
[Mr. PALMER] called up a bill for consideration. 

Mr. CULLOM. A vetoed pension bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is a bill which has not 
received the sanction of the President of the United States. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. Doesit require unanimous consent to 
take it apr 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No; it does not necessarily, 
3 unanimous consent was asked. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. In-view of the fact that the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN] had yesterday given notice that at 
the conclusion of the morning business this morning he would ask 
to occupy the attention of the Senate for the p of submit- 
ting remarks on a resolution of interest to the Senate, I do not 
think that anything should be interposed in his way. 

Mr. PALMER. I certainly did not desire to interfere with the 
Senator from Alabama; and, with the understanding that the bill 
to which I have referred can be disposed of after he has concluded 
his remarks, I will yield to him. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It was partly owing to a mis- 
understanding on the part of the Chair that the resolution referred 
to by the Senator from Alabama was not laid before the Senate as 
morning business. The resolution was submitted yesterday, and 
at the request of the Senator from Alabama laid upon the table, 
and therefore did not come into the hands of the presiding officer. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I trust that at the conclusion of the 
remarks of the Senator from Alabama, by unanimous consent 
the vetoed pension bill may be taken up for consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will then recognize 
the Senator from Illinois. 

AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask for the reading of the resolution which 
I submitted yesterday. 

The Secretary read the resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
MorGan, as follows: 


Resolved. That the President is requested, if it is not-in his opinion incom- 
patible with the public service, to send to the Senate copies of the papers 
relating to the vondition of affairs in the Island of Cuba, which are referred 
to in the report of the Secretary of State that accompanies his last annual 
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message as papers collected in the annual volume entitled “Foreign Rela- 
tions of the United States.” 

And alsoa statement of the several amounts of the claims lodged in the 
rtment of State by citizens of the United States paahon Span, growing. 


A aieeaii eorrespondeneo with the Spsnizh Government relating to the 
An 80 all co; ndence wi e overnment r: g 
vessel called the Competitor, and the persons captured with or near that 


J tatement of th = in any court in 8 or 
vessel; with a statem o e charges rer ee one 8 z 


Cuba against said persons and the p: 
lace of their imprisonment, the character of their treatment while 
5 i A health; whether said prisoners have 


ayy m ana oa paceman their own selection on any trial that has taken 
piace on such ares oF were represented by any consul, attorney, or other 
agent of the United States. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, in the discussion of the present 
phase of our relations with Spain and Cuba I will confine my 
remarks to comments upon the facts stated in the recent annual 
message of the President and the report of the Secretary of State, 
to which the President refers as a part of that message. 

I am not able to discover that the President has made any spe- 
cific recommendation or indication as to any action he deems it 
proper or expedient for Congress to take with reference to Spain 
or Cuba, nor that he has indicated any course, except a still patient 
waiting, that the Executive proposes to take. Congress, thus left 
to its own initiative, must assume its own responsibilities in a 
matter of the most serious gravity. ‘ 3 

Congress must give to the statements of the President unhesi- 
tating acceptance as to matters that are committed by the Consti- 
tution to his especial c e. When he undertakes to state the 
facts that affect our relations with other powers we must accept 
those facts, unless the roof of them is ov wering. This 
message, therefore, is of the most impressive importance as a 
statement of the leading facts and conclusions that bear upon our 
duties in respect of the conflict of arms that has raged for nearly 
two years in the Island of Cuba, and it has the support of nearly 
all American belief. I have not heard that Spain controverts any 
statement of the President in his message, and I can find no ground 
for the conjecture that any material issue of fact will be raised as 
to any important statement the President has made. 

The evidence that comes from private sources relating to the 
condition of Cuba and the horrors of persecution, rapine, and 
extermination visited upon the people of Cuba admits of no doubt 
as to its credibility; yet it presents pictures so incredibly inhuman 
and so disgraceful to the civilization of this that it stuns the 
mind into disbelief that such things can be true. But I donot 
now present such proofs. 

Congress is relieved from seeking proofs as to the actual situa- 
tion in Cuba by the statements of the President’s message, upon 
which, alone, I predicate the judgment I am required to form and 
to act upon along with other Senators under circumstances of 
great responsibility and extreme pressure. ‘ 

No feature of the situation is more trying than that which re- 

uires prompt action, if any action is to be taken, to save a country 

rom utter devastation, and many thousands of innocent people, 
including citizens of the United States, from cruel and deliberate 
butchery at the hands of the Spaniards. 

This situation in Cuba is no surprise to me, nor are the motive 
and purpose that have driven Spain to wholesale massacre of the 
Cubans without anticipation on my part or on the part of many 
who have seen that Spain is compelled for the security of the 
home Government toabandon her graspon Cuba. When we were 
forced at the last session of Congress to consider whether our peo- 
ple would tolerate the conditions of the war-in Cuba, that violated 
every ponpa of humanity and civilized warfare, I then stated 
that if we listened to the appeals of the Cubans for justice and 
manifested for them any sympathy or forbearance that Spain would 
seek occasion to provoke war with the United States in order to 
salve her wounded pride by a surrender of Cuba to a superior force 
rather than acknowledge the independence of the native popula- 


tion. 

The fierce hand of devastation is now working in Cuba for the 

8 of satisfying the Spanish people that their money could 

tter expended and their lives could be saved with more 
honor and benefit to Spain than they can be if thrown away in the 
effort to subjugate a people who can never become honestly loyal 
— ene Crown and a country that is destroyed in its practical 
value. 

If war with the United States is necessary to reconcile the Span- 
ish people to the loss of Cuba by foreign conquest, we shall be 
compelled to meet that emergency. If the destruction of Cuba is 
enough to satisfy the popular sentiment of revenge upon the in- 
habitants, we can avoid a war with Spain by remaining inactive, 
while our own people are being ruined or slaughtered along with 
the Cubans. 

If we take any action toward stopping this war of annihilation 
and extermination we have no time to lose. 

The President says that both parties in Cuba have adopted and 
are acting upon the same theory, namely: 

That the exigencies of the contest require the wholesale annihilation of 


po rty, that it a not prove of use to the enemy. It is to same 
Pin purscance ð general orders, Spanish garrisons are now writhe 


out of the alleged 


drawn from plantations and the rural ulation required to concentrate 
itself in the tone: The sure result 5 seem to be that the industrial 
value ot the island is fast eee, and that, unless there is a speedy and 
radical change in existing conditions, it will soon „ e 

It is reliably asserted that should these interruptions continue during the 
current year and 5 extend, as is now threatened, to the entire 
8 territory of the island, so much time and so much money 

be req to restore the land to its normal productiveness that it is 
extremely doubtful if capital can be induced to even make the attempt. 

The crisis of the destruction of the island is imminent, and the 
duty of saving the country from complete devastation” is the 
motive that— 
will constrain our Government to such action as will subserve the interests 
thus involved and at the same time promise to Cuba and its inhabitants an 
opportunity to enjoy the blessings of peace. 

Thus the inciting cause, the motive, and the action that must 
result are grouped together in the President’s message, and Con- 

should not hesitate to declare that, for the reasons stated in 

e message of the President, the independence of Cuba is recog- 
nized. In the last session Congress ot a the following resolu- 
tion by votes nearly unanimous in both Houses, I will read that 
solemn declaration: 

Resolved of Representatives concurri g 
That, in Dna ra opo pe A andeng: tion of public an Satanak fx carbons ta 
Government of Spain and the Government proclaimed and for some time 
maintained by force of arms by the le of Cuba; and that the United States 
of America should maintain a strict neutrality between the potopa 
1 8 all the rights of belligerents in the ports and te: 

Resolved further, That the friendly offices of the United States should be 
offered by the President to the Spanish Government for the recognition of 
the independence of Cuba. 

That declaration left the President to his choice whether he 
would concur in the policy thus announced by aria ore He chose 
to delay any declaration on his part until facts more fully 
develo the 8 of Spain toward Cuba and the ability of 
the Cu to defend themselves against the whole power of the 
Kingdom. The war has continued until it has reached the final 
and de te stage of a war of devastation and extermination, in 
which the people and the fruits of the land are converted into a 
prey to the commissioned guerrillas, who have abandoned honor- 
able warfare and have become robbers, cutthroats, assassins, ray- 
ishers, and pirates. All these crimes will be found to have been 
authentically stated to our Government when the seals of secrecy 
are broken and they are brought to the knowledge of the world 
for the vindication of our action, if we are compelled toengage in 
war to put an end to this saturnalia of blood and fire. 

Congress has already the most profound reasons for regretting 
that our executive department did not act in accordance with 
the resolution I have read. A firm declaration that the conflict 
in Cuba had reached the stage of open public war would have 
admonished Spain that the United States at least would hold her 
and the Cubans to obedience to the laws of civilized warfare, and 
the world would have been spared— 

o of the utter ruin of an country, by nature 
ot homie and fertile in the i eg ey Dy vise pis 

But our supposed business interests were in the way, and, in 
the effort to secure their damages and losses, we have permitted 
Spain, in her despair of reducing the Cubans to submission, to 
make the war a revel of vengeance and the people of Cuba the 
victims of every horrid and brutal passion of infuriated men. 

Asthe message of the President is the sole basis of facton which 
I rest the conclusions I have reached as to my duty as a Senator 
in a crisis that is forced upon the country because of our just and 
natural sympathy for the Cubans, and as the laws of nations stand 
to support those conclusions, as I believe, I will enter upon a more 
careful statement of those facts as I will quote them from the 
message, and of those laws as I understand them. 

Taken as a whole, the President's message is an affirmative and 
substantial concurrence in the resolution heretofore adopted by 
Congress, which I have read, which commits that body to the 
declaration that public civil war exists in Cuba. 

It is that fact, and not its declaration in any selected form of 
words or by any tribunal, that defines the rights of our citizens 
residing in Cuba under the laws of nations, by which they are to 
be ascertained, admeasured, and enforced, in the absence of 1 
stipulations. The existence of a state of war is not determin 
merely by a declaration of its existence, but by the existence 
of the facts which constitute a state of war undef the laws of 
nations. 

A citizen of the United States, or of any country, when absent 
from his own Government, is placed under the protection of the 
laws of nations, by the common consent of ind. Such pro- 
tection often justifies interference in his behalf by powers to 
which he is an alien and a stranger. In Christian countries this 
sort of shelter is given to those who are wronged by the local 

overnment as a duty to the stranger, thus illustrating the divine 

nevolence that inspires the Christian creed. This high duty is 
expressed in the mutual guaranties of the great European powers 


for the protection of humanity in Turkey, and, in that connection, 
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is reiterated in burning eloquence in the following extracts from 
the last annual message of dent Cleveland: 

While none of our citizens in Turkey have thus far been killed or wounded, 
though often in the midst of dreadful seenes of danger, their safety in the 
future is by no means assured. Our Government at home and our minister 
at Constantinople have left nothing undone to protect our missionaries in 
Ottoman . who constitute nearly all the individuals residing there 

claim our protection on the score of erican 
efforts in this direction will not be relaxed; but the deep feeling and 
among our people ought not to so far blind 
udgme to demand im le 
The outbreaks of blind fury which lead to murder and p in Turke 
enly and without notice, and an attempt on our to force suc 
a hostile ce there as might be effective for prevention or protection 
would not only be resisted the Government, but would be re- 
garded as an interruption of their 2 by the great nations who assert their 
exclusive right to intervene in their own time and method for the security 
of life and property in Turkey. 


* > 0 * 
t somber bi gpd in Turkey will be long 
permitted to offend the sight of Christendom. It so mars the 3 


The commander of an American warship lying in a port of 
Turkey who would refuse to protect with his guns the people of 
any country who were being massacred as were the Christians in 
Harpoot and Marash would be 42 in the estimation of 
so American citizen and would deserve to be dismissed from 

e Navy. 

The lane of nations follow a citizen of the United States into 

laces where the laws of the United States have no local recogni- 
and where its flag has noinfluence. They give him theright 
to recognize a government de facto, for his protection and for 
the regulation of his conduct, and justify his obedience to“ the 
powers that be,” even when the de facto existence of that govern- 
ment is denied by the titular sovereign of the country and that 
sovereign is supported in such denial by the silence or the indif- 
ference of the United States. I could go still further in the state- 
ment of the rights of an American citizen who is found in Cuba, 
in time of insurrection, but that is unnecessary for the p 
of this argument. What I now assert is that our people in Cuba 
have rights under the laws of nations that the courts of all neu- 
tral countries and of our own country will protect and enforce, 
despite the opposition even of the President of the United States, 
if he should oppose them. 

These laws are silent in Cuba, so far as any attention to them is 
given by our Government, either in behalf of the le of other 
countries or our own. What I feel bound and authorized to do, 
thongh it is not all that I would like to do, is to give to the laws 
of nations full scope and enforcement in Cuba in behalf of our 
own people. If the Island of Cuba is still at peace, and is not 
enveloped in war, in the contemplation of the laws of nations, as 

and war are defined by those laws, our people there must 
ook first to the protects of Spain for safety and for the redress 
of the wrongs they are suffering. 

If public war prevails in Cuba, by whatever name S; may 
choose to call such hostilities, our people there have all the rights 
and immunities that the laws of nations give to neutrals in time 
of war, and they have the right to obey and even to assist in the 
support of the armies that, for the time being, have the power to 
command and enforce their submission. When our Government 
gets its consent to enforce these rights of our people in Cuba which 
are supported by the laws of nations, it must do so either by recog- 
nizing the existence of war and by holding each party engaged in 
war to its responsibility for wrongs done to our people through its 
conduct or by still recognizing the existence of a state of peace 
in Cuba and demanding of Spain the reparation due for acts of 
the titular Government and also for the acts of those who are 
claimed by Spain to be only a warring faction engaged in insur- 
rection. 

It is a choice between giving to the lives, liberty, freedom, and 
property of our people in Cuba the direct and immediate su 
port of our national power, whether it is active or merely mo 
or whether it is through diplomacy or arms on the one hand an 
on the other the passive, dilatory, theoretic method of waiting for 
a more convenient season for entering suit against Spain for dam- 

through the endless palavers of diplomatic correspondence. 

e must go unarmed into the ministerial courts, where verbose 
enigmas of speech suspend justice and reason alike, and there 
create a war of words to settle the controversies that are now aris- 
ing daily from an unchristian and horrible war of blood, rapine, 
murder, and cruelty in which our people are innocently involved. 

What therights of our people are pleading, with hot breath and 
tears of anguish into the dull ears of the Government, whose 
Executive assumes the mastery over their fate, is that the powers 
of prevention shall be summarily a plied to these abuses, with the 
quick resistance that responds with sufficient force to the quick 
and fatal blows that are assailing them. 

They are not content to suffer these wrongs, within earshot of 
our frontier, and to pile up claims, petitions, and proofs to be 
brought before Spain, in long years of discussion, after she has 
bankrupted a kingdom to wreak blind revenge on a province. 


If Spain is liable to our le, both for her own wrongs and for 
wrongs done by Cubans, let that liability be met as soon and as 
often as it arises without delay. The compensation is due on 
demand, and not at the end of a diplomatic lawsuit, to be com- 
menced, conducted, and ended when it may suit the convenience 


of LS —. 

hen we know that wrongs have been done to our people who 
are innocent sojourners in Cuba, and that other wrongs still more 
serious will be done them if this war is to continue, our Govern- 
ment is in the most humiliating state of innocuous desuetude if it 
interposes no helping hand to the sufferers and refuses to forbid 
the further devastation and death that a cruel Government is now 
inflicting upon them. 

Never in the history of man did a question of money, of dollars 
and cents, of business interests, 3 so squarely i human 
life and personal safety, or affect a people so seriously, as those 
baneful influences and deeds of violence are now affecting our 
people in Cuba. 

Spain, in the pride of her arrogance and in her contempt for the 
common people who are her subjects, refuses to eee e that 
they are morally or physically able to wage open war against the 
Crown, and persists in the declaration that their uprising is only 
a factions and criminal insurrection. The United States, on the 
other hand, to fortify her money demand against Spain for inju- 
ries suffered by our business interests” at the ds of the 
Cubans, winks at the arrogant folly of Spain and joins her in the 
declaration, which every intelligent man in the world knows to be 
a travesty of the truth, that there is no war in Cuba. 

It makes no difference to us, it seems, if life and liberty are 
destroyed; each death and each wound increases the damages in 
money, and Spain is expected to foot the bills. This cent per cent 
3 in the horrors and sufferings of warfare is derogatory 
to every sympathy that any virtuous American ever permitted to 
find a lodgment in his heart. 

If the war is to continue in Cuba without our intervention to 
poet the rights of our people, the money question involved may 

umph over the question of life and 3 but its triumph, 
long delayed, will destroy its hopes of re in the e 
of Spain. While the war continues there under our recognition 
that it is only a civil commotion, we are bound to rely upon the 
good intentions and the power of Spain to protect our people in 
uba against both the Spaniards and the Cubans. This aE best 
isa yery unsafe reliance. 

The debt is very doubtful of collection and we are not justifi- 
able in throwing away lives to increase the volume of a bad 
debt that our people will probably lose in the outcome, 

In my view of the situation, our duty is plain and imperative 
that we must secure and preserve our people in Cuba against the 
outrages stated in the message of the President, 

In tracing the of the struggle in Cuba the President 
goes back twenty-eight years to the rising at Yarra in 1868, 
“which was followed an. insurrection that lasted for ten 

ears.” He asserts that the conduct of Spain in that war tested 

a severe manner the patience and forbearance of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, the most pacific of powers,” to such 
an extent that no other great power, under circumstances of 
similar perplexity, would have manifested the same restraint and 
the same patient endurance.” 

This open reproach would be ngage ee Dy pales and cruel to 
Spain if in that ten years of violence she only been 
in r oer: an insurrection in Cuba that was fomented and car- 
ried on for purposes that were base and disloyal and were not 
justified by the most strenuous demands for 

In that connection the President further states that— 

Neither the Government nor the lle of the United States have shut 
their oyes to the course of events in Cuba, nor have failed to realize the ¢xist- 
8 recognized 1 
Cortes, voiced Br the most enlightened of Spanish statesmen, without 8 

party, and demonstrated reforms pro by the executive and 
approved by the legislative branch of the Spa: Government. 

Thus, the President connects the two Cuban wars by asserting 
the continuance of the same grievances for a period that is longer 
than a third of this century, and contended against by constant 
resistance to wrong. 

The whole worl with the President that this is a strug- 
gle for liberty demanded by a distinct people, who have long been 

eld in a bondage to a foreign power that has forced them, by 

ievances that can not be endured, to sacrifice everything in a 

ust cause, and he has, in kindness, tendered our good offices to 
ing it to a close. 

The President further concludes, justly, that the dimensions of 
the war and its destructive character have rapidly increased, and 
are far beyond those of the first revolution of 1868 to 1878. 


He says: 
If the determination of 8 to put down the insurrection seems but to 
the time, and is evinced by her unhesitating devo- 


with 

tion pod — military end naval forces to the task, 
to that the ts have in t 
T a an end EA noua the ox infaxihte te 
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succumb withou ically securing the great objects for which they took 
up arms. . . 
Lr i en rn So EN ependent 


It is the independence of Cuba and not her belligerent rights 
that he thinks important. No intelligent person can read the 
President's account of these hostilities, their and prog- 
ress, without concluding at once that war is open, flagrant, and 
desperate between the native Cuban’s and the foreign S 
in the Island of Cuba, and requires no act of recognition to make 
it a public war. Nor can anyone escape the conclusion from 
what the President states, that, unless Spain concedes to Cuba 

_the rights of an independent state and withdraws from the con- 
flict, or is driven from the island, the virtual extermination of 
the native population is to be the fatal doom of Cuba. It is a 
marked feature of the message of the President that he assumes 
that the issue, as it is now presented, between Cuba and Spain is 
either independence or extermination. 

The President evidently the insurrection in Cuba as 
having advanced to the stage of open public war, so far, indeed, 
as to di with the necessity of i i rights 
“to the insurgents.” He says that the proposition is ‘‘no longer 
urged (he does not say by whom) because untimely.” He assumes 
in this statement the existence of a fact that contradicts the records 
of Con; 1T Do MOAN e Sve ess has abandoned its 
ground. But he says that belligerent ts to the people of Cuba 
are “unti Pez such rights are untimely, it must be because 
it is either too soon or too late to accord them, and he fails tostate 
ypa which horn of the dilemma he would have us lay our hands. 

it is too late, it is because he is about to determine that we, as 
a people, under his lead, intend to free Cuba from Spanish sov- 
ereignty, and will do it quickly, or because he is convinced that 
tha Revie oe Cilia AHL rerik Gate tides of Soak at an early 
day, in either of which events belligerent rights would be of no 
service to the Cubans, and ä “untimely.” Iwill 

not pause now to a to this puzzle. The President 
thus admits the right of Cubans to on as lawful bel- 
ligerents, but refuses to grant it because it is, “in practical oper- 
ation, clearly perilous and injurious to our own interests.” 

It is not because of the fact that the conflict of arms in Cubais 
a mere insurrection that the President claims that it is untimely 
and in practical operation clearly perilous and injurious to our 
own interests” to acknowledge that they are enti to belligerent 
rights. If it is only an insurrection, the concession of such rights 
would violate the laws of nations. If it is a war, justice demands 
that we should recognize its existence and the rights that attend 
it, and the President has no authority to say for the American 
people that they no longer urge that belligerent rights shall be 
accorded to Cubans, because such a high national duty is clearly 
perilous and injurious to our own interests.” 

No one can afford to do the President the injustice of saying 
that he attributes to the Cubans the vile attitude of merely fac- 
tious rebellion or insurrection. He of them as a people 
who have earnest longings for liberty and the resolution to perish 
in the effort to gain independence. No one can misunderstand 
the pme and elevated motives of the American people in the 

exhibition of their sympathy for the Cuban patriots. Itis treason 
to truth and justice to impute any selfish motive to the American 
people in their feelings or their conduct toward the people of 
Cuba. Itis aninsult to tell them that it is perilous and injurious 
to their interests to ask their Government to apply to the Cubans 
the benefit of the laws of nations, so that in fighting for their lib- 
erty and in ndence they should not fight as outlaws, with 
halters about their necks. 

be peril to our own interests” that is at the bottom of this 

statement must be the danger that some of our eat home 
inay lose money if the Republicinsists that the spirit of liberty 
shall not be suppressed in the souls of men who aspire to the bless- 
ings we enjoy. It is money against humanity, pelf against jus- 
tice, riches against liberty. 

It is “untimely” that our own and the natives who in- 
habit Cuba should have the benefit of our honest statement that 
war exists there, so that they may escape the laws that condemn 
them to death or imprisonment for life for offenses that are venial 
under the laws of war; only because it is untimely to make any 
declaration that in pe weaken the security of our business 
interests” for the of damages that we are piling up against 
Spain. We 

Crook the pregnant hinges of the knee where thrift may follow fawning. 

Although I believe that the recognition of the belligerent righis 
of the Cubans would’ lead directi 5 7 the relief of our people in 
Cuba, and would soon result in Cuban independence, inasmuch 


as the President seems to prefer ‘a more coercive policy and 

warns Spain that the time is near at hand for decisive action, I 

will support him in any movement that will save our le on 

that island from further outrage and give a real * to 

Cops and its inhabitants of an opportunity to enjoy the blessings 
peace. 


I will not obstruct his course with questions of propriety under 
the laws of nations as to belligerent rights. but will follow the 
colors when planted by the President on the advanced ground 
that the concession of belligerent rights has become “ untimely” 
and that our duty now d active intervention. 

If that ground crumbles away, I will again fall back to the posi- 
tion that a just care for our own e requires us to declare an 
armed neutrality, ready to assail either i t that inflicts 
wrongs on our people. Assuming that the subjunctive conditions 
and ifs have disa; or will scon vanish, and that we are 
lifted above the low p of subterfuges, I will now undertake to 
justify this threatened advance to the high gronna of national 
dorg which the President is ieee TNS as bei 

he should say that the time ived, 
struck,” would any American be so base as not to hold up his 
hands while the battle is raging? -> 

If he shall, indeed, execute the will of the people and the 
demands of humanity, let us prepare to sustain him by justifying 
his action with reference to the declarations of the great statesmen 
and publicists whose teachings are a guide for nations that never 
leads to dishonor. 

The President having justly stated that this ‘‘insurrection,” as 
he calls it, is for the redress of grievances of long standing and 
acknowledged injustice and ity, that have been the cause of 
two great conflicts of arms, one lasting for ten years and the other 
to last indefinitely; that it has spread until the Cubans dominate 
two-thirds of the island of Cuba, confining the Spaniards to the 
seaports and larger towns; that it employs the Spanish navy and 
vast bodies of men sent across thousands of miles of ocean;“ 
that it has already cost Spain an enormous debt ;” that it presents 
„the cle of the utter ruin of a country, by nature one of the 
most and fertile in the world; that “the passions of 
the combatants grow more and more inflamed, and excesses on 
both sides become more frequent and more deplorable; ” that the 
original policy of the Spanish Government” has been apparently 
abandoned and it “is now acting upon the same theory as the 
insurgents, namely, that the exigencies of the contest require the 
wholesale annihilation of property, that it may not prove of use 
and advantage to the anemy: “Spanish garrisons are now 
being withdrawn from plantations and the rural population 
required to concentrate itself in the towns;” and that the indus- 
trial value of the island is fast diminishing;” and that unless 
there is a speedy and radical change in exi conditions, it will 
soon disappear altogether.” It is a matter of surprise that the 
President should hesitate to ounce this terrible condition a 
public war and to recognize it as such. True, it is not civilized 
Warfare. It is mercenary and without just cause on the part of 
the aggressor—Spain—and so cruel on both sides, according to 
the President's statement, that it is out of the pale of Christian 
toleration and is massacre, rapine, and extermination. 

The President then states the unavoidable connection of our 
country with this savage holocaust. He says: 


These inevitable entanglements of the United States with the rebellion in 
large American 


Cuba, the interests affected, and considerations of 
philanthropy ae in -= have led to s pian e 2 * 
on ee or some sort of positive intervention on part o 
United States. 


There is no color of remonstrance or reproach to our people in 
this reference to their attitude or their sympathy for the snffer- 
ing people of Cuba. The President seems to consider it as rational 
and commendable, and as having weight in a country where the 
will of the people, evenif it isnotalways thought to be wise, is the 
law to our public servants, when it is constitutionally expressed. 

In further justification of our people, the President says: 


Ta polk Barer gi are ie rege ing it which is no means of ge 
w. y 


sentimental or philanthropic character. It [the of Cuba 
lies so near to us as to be hardly separated from our territory. oe Comet 
interest is second to that of the any 
is reasonably estima’ that at least from $30,000,000 to $50,000,000 of 
American capital are invested ns and = 
business en! on the The volume of trade between the Unf 
States and Cuba, which in 1889 amounted to about $64,000,000, rose in 1898 
th t insurrection broke 


about 000,000, and in 1 e before the preser 
F 


He does not state what it is at this time. The report of the 
of State adds some statements in general terms as to a 
sena the wrongs that our people haye suffered in Cuba, the 
of which are probably withheld because they might excite 
the to some rash acts of resentment or retaliation. 

ese acts, which I will proceed to read, as they are stated, in the 
of the Secretary of State are treated by him and the Presi- 
dent as ae of 3 7 to 59 5 while nor 

redress, for the t o e people or for their security, 
summed up in pecuniary demands that already exceed $19,000,000. 
The cash account of our losses is evidently kept carefully. m- 
gress is still left responsible, it seems, for devising some means 
of correcting or ting these wrongs which is more effective 
than the filing of claims for damages in our Department of State 
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On the international question the President says: 

Besides this large pecuniary stake in the fortunes of Cuba, the United States 
finds itself inextricably involved in the present contest in other ways, both 
‘vexatious and costly. 


This grave declaration seems fatal to peace. 
Then the Secretary adds a more specific statement of the facts 
of this vexatious, costly, and inextricable involvement. He speci- 
‘fies in his statements the following: 


(a) To illustrate these conditions, the 8 chiefs assert the military 
ake to isan A ble citizens of the U States within their reach to 
esist from p g or grinding cane, under the decreed penalty of death 
and of destruction of their oe and mills; but the measure is one of sheer 
force without justification under 9 law. The wrongs so committed 
against the citizens of a foreign State are without an international forum of 
redress to which the Government of the United States may have recourse as 
re its relation to the trators. The acts are those of anarchy, and 
in default of the msibilities of de facto Statehood in the case there re- 
mains only the terri accountability of the titular sovereign within the 
limits of its competency to repress the wrongs complained of. 


He might well have added that such wrongs are not the subjects 
of civil litigation. They are war topics. 
s Ld * * * 


* * 
(b) The nature of the struggle, however, deserves most earnest considera- 
tion. The increased scale on which it is waged brings into bolder relief all 


the a 

poe of in races of the Western Hi 
poa oa rtion of the d beco; 
rou 


fporadic and 


forceful and arbitrary. 

* * * * we * . 

c) The only apparent aim on either side is tocripple the adversary 

e Darnton of all that by any chance may benefit him. T 
ulous and wealthy districts of the center and the 
harm in former contests, are now ra and laid waste by the blind fury 
of the respective The principles of civilized warfare, 
the code made sacred by the universal 3 of nations, are only 
often violated with impunity by ble subordinates, acting 
tance from the central authority and able to shield themselves from 


hout its whole extent, as now. 


ti 
ble force of arms. The Spanish power, outside 
manifested atall, is equally 


indis- 


west, which have escaped 


í tan 
accurate or general information in this regard, enough is known to 
the number of such cases is considerable. In some instances, happily few, 
pyc Fens $ 14 ofthe ‘State Department with its ts 
0! o correspondence agen’ 
in Cuba has been devoted to these cases of assault upon the rights of our citi- 
instance has earnest remonstrance and energetic a been 


Agnorance of facts or for o plausible reasons. 

Its effect u the personal security of our citizens in Cuba is not the onl: 
alarming fea of the of arbitrary anarchy in thatisland. Its influ- 
‘ence upon the fortunes of those who have invested their capital and enter- 
: there, on the assumed assurance of respect for law and treaty rights, 
Is no less in point. 


* * * * * — * 
d) A gross estimate of $50,000,000 would be more likely to fall under than 
ann the mark. A roportion of these 83 is exposed to 


"i Gon toe not actu- 
Ley ape Lg apen owing to the 
by the revolutionists or the withdrawal of protection by the 
ed by a similar prohibition con- 


residence, thus 


Ally ra ges age have been 
- warnings serv 
Bpanish authorities, often accom Pt 
‘Guuing work thereon or by forbidding communication and 
entailing enforced abandonment of the premises. Provisions and stock have 
been seized by either force for military use without compensation. Dwell- 
ings have been pi 
f short, the cessation of all remunerative production accom actual 
or probable loss of the invested capital. Numerous claims on these several 
accounts have been filed, but in many ces the sufferers are known to 
abstain from formal claim or complaint for prudential reasons, lest worse 
should befall them at the hands of the insurgents and the Spaniards 
as either may gain temporary control of their property. A par- 
of material claims and injuries of this class y aggregates 
„â trifle under $19,000,000. 
the loss fall upon capital alone. Large numbers of the agricul- 
tural laboring classes are driven from the flelds to the nearest towns, ly 
military commanders and y by 
the cessation or destruction of their only means of livelihood. They are we 


ven by the reports which 
rted that 

from 

ord little 


ican en in prosperous 
5 9 SS the outbreak, whose * 
away by eighteen months of civil strife, 
A praa bce from affluence to pen and throwing them upon the charity 
of an exhausted community in a de ted land. 
All these disastrous conditions, with the evils and disorders necessarily 
following in their train, are interfering with the insular avenues of trade 
and very gravely impairing the business operations of Cuba. 


This indictment of Spain by the Secretary of State is indorsed 
“a true bill” by the President, and it charges a capital offense in 
every count, 

The Congress of the United States has never been presented 
“with a stronger or more moving statement of facts, demanding 
the immediate and determined intervention of the United States 
‘than the President has thus solemnly laid before the political and 
War-making department of the Government. - 

The Constitution enjoins upon the President that he shall 

from time to time give to the Congress information of the state of 


farming and stock raisi 
ment and resources have swep 


the Union and recommend to their consideration such measures 
as he shall judge necessary and expedient.” Congress has also 
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required the President, as soon as practicable, to communicate to 
Congress all the facts and proceedings relative to any casein which 
a citizen of the United States has — — unjustly deprived of his 
liberty by, or under the authority of, any foreign government; 
and has made it his duty forthwith to demand of such govern- 
ment the reasons of such imprisonment. 

The official and conclusive statement of the cruel death of some 
innocent and unarmed citizens of the United States in Cuba, and 
the taking of others from their homes in the country and their 

i imprisonment in the towns and vi „and their out- 
lawry, if they fail to inscribe their names on rosters kept for the 
purpose, within a short period of time, creates the emergency that 
requires the President to give information of the facts, and equall 
requires Congress to act with reference to them. As the Presi. 
dent has omitted to state the facts in detail, Congress is not so 
informed as to be enabled to act with certainty, and is left in 
doubt as to the propriety of further delay, which the President 
seems to advise, in taking measures to relieve our people in Cuba 
from this inhuman treatment. 

Another case, of more marked significance, is thus stated in the 
report of the Secretary of State, which is madea part of the Presi- 
dent’s message to Congress: 

In April last, the Competitor, a small schooner of American registry, elud- 
ing the ce of the Federal 8 took on board men and supplies 


That island near San Cayetano. 
a conflict ensued, resul 


can citizens, were subjected to tary which, although 

conducted by an admiral to be competent, a to have 

lacked the essential of procedure stipulated by the existing con- 

ventions between the United States and S; This Government promptly 

intervened to secure for its implicated citizens all the rights to which they 

we 8 including ap from the pronounced sentence of 
on 


cases were su uently carried to the higher tribunal at Mad- 
bseg y be hte 


rid, which has set the conviction aside and cases for retrial. 


At the first session of this Congress the Senate, having been 
informed only by common rumor of the existence of the facts 
above stated, and having awaited with due respect the action of 
the President under the mandatory law in section 1001 of the 
Revised Statutes, was anxious, for reasons of grave public impor- 
tance, to be officially informed as to that transaction. 

The Senate therefore sent the President a respectful resolution 

uesting him to inform this body as to that unpleasant event. 

e President declined to inform the Senate as to the facts in 

the case, and what is above quoted is all the information that he 

has sent to Congress touching the Competitor case. The Senate 

had neither the right nor the p to relieve the Executive 

from the duty of communicating the facts in the Competitor case 
to Congress, in obedience to the statute. 

The above indefinite outline of a terrible wrong to ‘‘several 
American citizens,” whose names and places of residence are not 
stated in the report of the Secre! of State, on its face requires 
1 and decisive action of Congress. 

e facts should be again demanded by a resolution of the 
Senate, which I now have the honor to present to this body. 

No crime is stated in this rt against any law, for it is the 
right of the people of the United States, under our laws and our 
treaties with Spain, to visit the Island of Cuba and to sell su 
pe not contraband to Cubans. If they are only ‘‘ presumably 

tended to aid the Cuban insurrection,” or if that intention is 
proven, our citizens are not subject under our treaties with Spain 
to the outlawry of a tary trial and a conviction 
and sentence to death,” as was done for an offense that is not capi- 
tal, even upon a poe intention to aid the Cuban insurrec- 
tion. We are told by the Secretary of State that the particulars 
of many of these cases” (presumably including the Competitor 
case) will be found in the collected annual volume entitled For- 
eign Relations of the United States.’” This collected volumemay 
not be printed before this Congress is ended, so that we can not 
act advisedly in this grave matter until we make another effort to 
get a knowledge of the facts. 

It needed no judgment of an appellate Spanish court to deter- 
mine that under our treaties with Spain and under the laws of 
nations applicable in time of 9 1 1 a summary military trial 
before a court of admiralty could not condemn a citizen of the 
United States to death for the offense described in the report of 
the Secretary. 

Such a court could not have jurisdiction to try a citizen of the 
United States for such an offense, and his death, if it follows such 
a sentence, would be murder of the same pone mee as that 
inflicted in the case of the people found on board the Virginius. 
“The appeal from the pronounced sentence of death” was an 
appeal by the otherwise —— Americans to the mercy of Spain. 

is was not the right to which they were entitled from Spain or 
from their own Government. They were entitled to the whole 
wer of the United States, in accordance with our treaties, for 
eir protection against a trial by a tribunal that had no right to 
arraign them or try them for the offense with which they were 
esl ai and Congress is not yet informed of the charges 
em. 


1896. 
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We are told that a higher tribunal at Madrid has set aside their 
conviction ‘‘and remanded the cases for trial.” So far as we are 
furnished with any light on this grave dilemma the cases against 
these American citizens are remanded for trial to the same mili- 
tary tribunal that is without jurisdiction to hear them. If they 
are remanded to some other tribunal, why has not the President 
informed Congress of the fact, that they shall decide what is 

uired by the country to be done for the security of their rights 
and the safety of their lives? 

The Senate has not been indifferent or remiss in its duty toward 
these American citizens ih their imprisonment in foul Spanish 
dungeons during the long months of anguish through which they 
have lingered under sentence of death. Although their case has 
not been thought worthy of mention by the President, and their 
names or other means of identification are not given by the Sec- 
retary in his report, the Senate has taken the ony of credible 
witnesses, some of whom were present at that ‘‘summary mili- 
tary trial,” and has proven that it was as hasty andas unfair asa 
drumhead court-martial, and that the prisoners were not repre- 
sented by their chosen counsel; that they had no witnesses in their 
defense; that they did not understand the accusation against them, 
which, with the testimony for the Government, was in the Spani 
language, and that no consul or representative of the United 
States was present to witness the trial. The youngest of these 
men, who had scarcely attained to his manhood, is a person of 
excellent Somiy 1 ie cot Peachey ter, who be bee as a now 
correspondent to a only for the pu of gainin, e infor- 
mation about the war the want of w. ich has caused the Govern- 
ment serious perplexity. 

This unnamed noncombatant sufferer is still immured in some 
Spanish prison to await a trial that is now as tardy, when a con- 

tion is uncertain, as it was hasty when a death sentence was 
was preordained by Spanish vengeance. 

The “‘ business interests“ are using this shining beacon of Span- 
ish wrath to warn Americans from selling food and medicines to 
Cuban insurgents, while they are = ing rich in selling horses, 
cattle, coal, and military and naval supplies to the Spaniards to 
aid in the extermination of the native Cubans. 

It is for such purposes that, in the language of the President 
„the United States is compelled to actively police a long line o 
seacoast against unlawful expeditions.” war exists in Cuba 
those people could freely trade with ours. Being an insurrection, 
to trade with them is death according to Spanish law, and we are 
standing by to witness this tragedy with com: , because it 
is “perilous and injurious to our own interests” to interrupt 
our business interests in controlling and supplying the Spanish 
markets in Cuba. 

It is a most unfortunate mistake to say that anything that will 
save American life is a proposition no longer urged” by those 
‘who demand the rights of our ple in . with Cuba or in 
the offices of humanity toward those oppressed people. 

The President turns toward Con; with hesitating doubts as 
to their having anything to do with any question arising in this 
eer situation, and excuses himself for the allusion he makes to 

hat departure by saying, after some cautionary advice about 
& undue stimulation and ill-timed expression of feeling:” 

But I have deemed it not amiss to remind Congress that a time may arrive 
‘when a correct policy and care for our interests * * will constrain our 
Government to such action as will subserve the interests thus involved and 
at the same time promise to Cubaand its inhabitants an opportunity to enjoy 
the blessings of peace. 

Why this precautionary reminder is given to Congress is not 
vay apparent. I assume thata President will not threaten war 
with a foreign power and remind Congress of its duty in that re- 
gard unless he believes that sufficient grounds exist for the open 
and fearless discussion of the subject. Among the remedies for 
the great wrongs which he charges up to Spain—if our proposed 
friendly intervention is not accepted—war is the only one left, 
since the President rejects the recognition of belligerent rights, 
which only means neutrality between the warring parties. 

The attitude of the President is not consistent with neutrality. 
It means war with Spain, or the acceptance by Spain and Cuba of 
his friendly intervention to give eee to Cuba, sovereignty 
to Spain, and peace to both countries. So I read the President's 
message, and in that light I must take my attitude as a Senator. 

I am not willing to assist the President in the project of inter- 
vention by duress or threats of war. If we must intervene, I pre- 
fer open war to the sort of intrusive policy that was tried and 
failed in Hawaii. Here are resolutions of honorable Senators 
which demand open war with Spain or such a declaration of the 
independence of Cuba as will doubtless cause Spain to make war 
against the United States. I am required to vote on these propo- 
sitions, and I owe it to Alabama, the Senate, and myself that I 
shall be able to justify my vote upon the facts as they exist, and 
the laws of nations as I understand them, and the feeling I enter- 
tain for the cpr who lift up appealing hands and call for 
aap 2 espotic cruelty and misrule. 

e 
arrived, the Senator from Ala 


RESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 2 o'clock having 
will please suspend, The Chair 


2 before the Senate the unfinished business, which will be 


The Secretary. A bill (H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration 
laws of the United States. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It will be agreeable to the committee to 
have the bill remain as it is until the Senator finishes his remarks. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire asks unanimous consent that the bill be laid informally aside, 
that the Senator from Alabama may conclude his remarks. Is 
there objection? The Chair hears none, and the Senator from 
Alabama will proceed. 

Mr. MORGAN. I find in the President's m e statements of 
fact (to which I have already referred by quoting therefrom) 
which demand that the Government of the United States, in jus- 
dh our own people, should command and enforce the peace in 


If the United States can do this, as was done in 1878 by Spanish 
recognition of the Republic of Cuba as a treaty-making power, 
no one can complain of the adjustment they may make; but it 
does not follow that the United States shall nat have full ‘‘indem- 
nity for the past and security for the future” upon the basis of 
on pleas statement rape in the . De President. 

ese great wrongs mus compensated, and the future peace 
of our own border must be teed through our own strength 
rightfully exerted, and not be left dependent upon promises 
made by Spain alone, or else we are bound to adopt the resolution 
of the Senator from Texas. Now, what hope is there that this 
comprehensive plan of settlement can be secured? I answer to 
my own judgment and conscience and in accord with the conyic- 
tions of my constituents, who are near neighbors to Cuba, that 
it is utterly hopeless. 

If the pacification of Cuba is accomplished through the inter- 
vention of the United States, it will not be by peaceable inter- 
vention, nor can the wrongs done to our people ever be redressed 
by any other means than compulsion. Spain can not plead guilty 
to the barbarities against our people, as they are stated in the 
President’s message, without confessing to inveterate and malig- 
nant hatred toward them and the United States, which would make 
her an unsafe neighbor in Cuba. If she pleads, in avoidance, her 
inability to prevent these cruel and destructive wrongs and in- 
juries, she must confess her inability and unfitness to provide 
permanent and just government in Cuba. With us this is an 
eil that seachen on ough 8 es come, mais 3 

generation of our people e du sayin eir posterit; 
from this terrible infliction. = 2 5 

Spain must see, as Europe sees, that the despotic severity of 
Bourbon rule, as it has been manifested in all her history, can not 
be maintained by sheer force against the native Cubans, whose 
eyes are constantly fixed upon the flag that represents the per- 
sonal and political liberties of our great Republic, and whose 
dearest hopes are ee in Hon free ang lary eee with 
our prosperous an py people. e can not become the propa- 
ARO S or the defenders of absolutism in government; 8 
can we withhold our sympathies from those who seek the liberties 
we enjoy and suffer in the support of the right of the Cuban peo- 

le to throw off the galling yo e of bondage to a foreign people 
,000 miles distant from them, who hold them as feudatories of 
the Spanish Crown. 

If, for just cause, Spain has been compelled to abdicate her sov- 
ereignty in all the twelve t States in Spanish America, there 
is no reason why we should deny to Cuba the right of home rule 
and sovereign independence, for reasons more just and causes 
more imperative than any other Spanish-American State has ever 
claimed as the ground of revolt. 

No State in Spanish America was ever forced to endure such 
oppressions, in peace or war, as the President in his message has 
justly char, to Spanish rule in Cuba. 

Will the United States, in order to protect her own people in 
Cuba, or to promote or protect their commerce with that island, 
engage with Spain to hold those ple to their allegiance or 
submission to the Spanish Government? If the Cubans refuse 
to accept our friendly intervention and reject the olive branch 
that the President is seemingly ready to extend to them, what 
will we do about it? 

We can not be hereafter more indifferent to their fate than we 
have proven ourselves to be, in the executive department of our 
Government. We can not be more active and vigilant than we 
have been in shutting them off from the assistance of our people. 
Our ears can not be more deaf than they have been to the plead- 


-ings of humanity in their behalf. We can let them alone, declare 


and maintain our neutrality in the war, and that is all they ask 
at our hands. But we can never interfere with arms for the 
overthrow of the Cubans or their Republic, or to compel their 
surrender to Spain. 

In this condition of impotency to establish permanent peace in 
Cuba and permanent security for our own people while the 
Spanish Monarchy is dominant in that island, we have no alter- 
native left to us but the single choice between the continuous 
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VVV of the 
President or a base, humiliating, and cruel delay on our part was 
while rapine and destruction are rampant in Cuba, in the hope 
that some fortunate turn in events may relieve us from a duty 
that we owe to humanity, to Christian civilization, to the spirit 
and traditions „ our people, and to the lives and 
ee eee poopia: m ae ABO som Dee Dale ee FOP 
cruel power panish jealousy revenge 

I had gathered a few great authorities found in the writings of 
our most eminent statesmen and our court to su the 
conclusions I have stated to the Senate, but I find that need 
no other support than that sense of justice and q 
which is instinctive in the hearts and minds of all Americans. 
do not rely upon any authori 2 the facts I have recited, 
those in the message of the President and the report of 
Secretary of State. That is enough. The facts are 88 
vertible and our duty is plain. If we fail to act 
take the responsibility 

of our people whose lives are in 
President, Task for the adoption of the ution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will read the 
resolution. 

The resolution was read, and agreed to. 


MRS. ELIZA G. PYNE. 


Mr. GALLINGER. Yesterday the bill (H. R. 3990) granting | 
the Senate 


a pension to Mrs. Eliza G. Fyne wa by 
state that the beneficiary under the bill isnow drawing a pension; 
and although there is some informality in the matter, which 1 
Will not stop to explain, I move that the votes whereby the bill was 
ordered to à third reading and 
the bill be indefinitely postpon 

The PRESIDENT Pre, Without objection, the votes 
will be reconsidered. hears no objection, and it is so 
ordered. The Senator ‘Brom Now Hampshire moves that the bill 
be indefinitely postponed. 

F 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. 1888) to further amend an act entitled An act 


ing the sale of intoxicating liquors in the District of Co- 
lumbia.“ a ved March 3, 1893, was read twice by its title, and | o 
referred to e Committee on the District of Columbia. 


The joint 8 (H. Res. 209) to pay the officers and em- 
ployees of the Senate and House of Representatives their respec- 
tive salaries for the month of December, 1896, on the 18th day of 
said month was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mitteee on Appropriations. 


NANCY d. ALLABACH—VETO MESSAGE. 


„Mr. PALMER. Iask for the benefit of the unanimous consent 

iven 8 ago to call up the bill (S. 804) granting a pension to 

ancy bach. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Illinois asks 
unanimous consent that the unfinished business may beinformally 
laid aside and that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
bill indicated by him. Is there objection? 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to reconsider the 


bill. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The reading of the report was 
called for by the Senator from Ilinois. 

Mr. PAL Let the report be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will read the 

rt in this case. 

ehe Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. PALMER May 9, 

1896, as follows: 
the bill (S. 894) a on 

e On, R e TEC togethan with tke objections or the 
of meget Jansing ten leave to ed 2 per 


reconsidered said TTT 
of the President thereto, and recommend its passage notwi his 


b 
a err be cone, te Puen e = 


2 was a soldier in the Mexican war, and 
and the military operations on the of the Rio Grande. He 
— — self with co ous gallantry. He married the posed 
beneficiary of this bill on the: of 5 1851. She is now 67 years of 


and u 1 
«Daring the late te civil war ho was colonel of the One hundred and 


Gen. Henry 8. te commanders. 
Hancock, General — — and —— Briggs are 


The letters of General 
made part of this report. 
After the close of the war of the rebellion Colonel Allabach returned to 
ae e pursuits of civil life. He died in this city on the llth of 
This proposes to pay to Mrs. Nancy G. Allabach a 
month, which is the . allowed by the general law to disabled officers 
of the Colonel in the service of the United States. All the 


upon them, w ys 
of a delay to d at the 
a y to perform a plain duty pA de 
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med — ting a to N. Allabach.“ to the Se: and 
ded aps oT ioth ie enntea House Renee 


constitutional right and the duty of the 
has passed both H 


his obj correcth: 
led sine tri ooo ~i 
tothe 5 


would. 

wife whom he and I 

Ie aby Bent vad ton to 
„„ on a inoa tits Wall cand be datid 


tee beg to sa: ay that if, upon all the facta of this case Mrs. Alla- 


commit 
| pach is entitled to the relief afforded to her b this bill, it is no objection to 
be reconsidered, and that | — 


our committee admit without hesitation that the ion la 
are liberal and make vision for the large class and those who 
are or were them; but the t thata 


et eee an ae See —— 
Poon a „CS 
of exceptional merit. 
Mr. GALLINGER. The 5 message which is embodied in 
the report and follows the part whieh the Secretary has just read 
eee to the Senate. . 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ” Without objection, it will be 
so ordered. There are some letters commending Colonel Alla- 
bach attached to the report. Does the committee desire to have 
the letters read? j j 

Mr. GALLINGER. It might be well to have them read. 

Mr. 98 Has the President's veto message been read? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has been heretofore read, 
the Chair is 3 

Mr. BATE. The veto has not been read with the report. 

Mr. PALMER. I am content that it shall be read. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to have it again read. Is the 
Senator from Ilinois seeking to overthrow the veto of the Presi- 

Mr. PALMER. Iam certainly seeking to have this bill passed 
i pa aes the President's objections. 

PRESIDENT pro tempore. The remainder of the report 
will b be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

[Senate Document No. 225, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 
Message from the President of the 8 5 returning, without his 


Senate bill No. 894, entitled “An act granting a pension to Nancy 
. Allabach.** 
To the Senate: 

Therewith return without m: 8 Senate bill No. 804, entitled An 
Ak Gill Pro des for the. ey G Allabach of $90 a month to the bene- 
les for a ion a mon 
— ot pes the widow f Peter EL ix 
This soldier served for nine months in the Army during the war of the 

rebellion, having also in ths war with M: 


served in 
He was VFC 
5 February, 1892. 
nsion on account of disabili- 


During his lif p bo maa —.— no a oa TE 
It is not now clains i in the disabled as an incident of 
military ed nearly 


widow was pensioned after his death under the statute allowing pen- 
sions to widows of soldiers of the Mexican war, without reference to the 
cause of the death of their husbands. Her case is also, indirectly, one of 
those Ee eee ee ed the 


roposed, Seed, however. by the 1 act under consideration Kash: de gers 
T out the . . 
disability of her husband C military service 

DOVAS AE as is discoverable, upon the ground that she is poor and 8 


OT wir en poet awe ee rec- 
the Ido not see 
can m te denied to the 

are now on the pension r 


GROVER CLEVELAND 


ir | the mone 


thousand widows who, in a similar 
under general laws. 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, April 31, 1596. 


1896. 
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{Fifty-fourth Congress of the United States of America; at the first session, 
bogun 8.1 held at the city of Washington on Monday, the 2d day of Decem- 
„1896. 


An act granting a pension to Nancy G. Allabach. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 

of America in Congress assembled, That the ee f and 

he is hereby; authorized and directed to place on the pension roil, subject to 
the provisions and limitations of the ee laws, the name of Nancy G. 

clone 


Alla bach. widow of Peter H. Allabach. 1 One hundred and thirty- 
first. Pennsylvania Volunteers, and pay her a pension at the rate of $30 per 
month, in lieu of that she is now receiving. 


THOMAS B. REED, 
Speaker of the House pd Representatives, 
A. E. STEVENSON, 
Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate. 


certify that this act originated in the Senate. 
5 WM. R. COX, Secretary. 


Governors ISLAND, New YORK HARBOR, April 26, 1879. 


Col. P. H. Allabach is known to me asa brave and faithful soldier, who has 
served the Government as an officer of the Army duri he Mexican war 


t 
and the late rebellion. In the latter war he was colonel of the One hundred 
and -first lvania Volunteers and a brigade commander in the 
a oe 6 end him for the position he now seeks. 
comm: 
= IND 8. HANCOCK, 
Major-General, United States Army. 
ce WASHINGTON, November 6, 1566. 
Sır: Und that Col. P. H. Alla of Washington (late of the 
One SS OPE ona gea r D Pennsylvania Volunteers), is an oe sera for 
the appointment of naval storekeeper at the Washington Navy-Yard, I 


leave to state that Col Allabach served andos m 


comman: the Army 
of the Third Division 


(my division) of the Fifth Corps from the l4th 

middle of May, 1863, when his regiment and ee were mustered out of 
service, their term having expired. all this time Colonel Allabach's 
brigade took a conspicuous pas in the operations of the — At the battle 
of ericksburg. on the 13th December, he was y distinguished for 
the gallant manner in which he led his brigad: t the stone wall on the 


e 
right of our Army. Itis generally conceded that the attack of my division 
was the most spirited made that Sagon our right. At Chancellorsville he 
exhibited the same zeal and spirit; in fact, his conduct throughout all the 
operations of the Army was of the same character. This brigade was noted 
on all occasions for promptitude and good See the result of his devo- 
tion to duty, his — 1 judgment, and fine soldierly qualities. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 


A. HUMP: 
Major-General Volunteers, Brigadier and Brevet Major-General, U. 


Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


. A, 


PITTSFIELD, MASS., January 28, 1863, 


couraging separation from you, and you may well imagine that [ have had a 
very large share in the admiration which 

burg excited 3 the country. 

and brave men of t 


as I wrote to Lieutenant Reales pee had de 


induced me to have suggested a 
change, change has been effected without su tion on m 
part, I can but hope that it is an indication that you are not to be distur 

I regret ex iyan difficulty with Lieutenant Whittlesey. Iam con- 
fident that any fa t ho may have committed has resulted from a mis- 
conception of hisduties. I would write more at le 


h did it not occur to me 
that ee yon ry 2 not wish to pursue the matter further, now that his 
connection with the brigade is to be terminated. 

Captain Porter has arrived at his home in Springfled, about 50 miles from 
here. He has written me once. He was then 5 rom an 
acute inflammation, caused by his long journey from peti ee 

I have no intimation where ee my new command is to be; very likely 
somewhere on the line of the Potomac. 

Please present my sincere regards to the officers of your command with 
whom I am acquain and be assured that I shall follow and remember with 
the liveliest interest the brave men with whom to have been associated for 
only so Pee e panpa will always be esteemed by me a high honor. 

Very y, your obedient servant, 
HENRY S. BRIGGS. 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. President, I have been content to submit 
this merae of the President, together with the report of the com- 
mittee and the testimonials which have been read of the dis- 
tinguished merit of Colonel Allabach, and have no desire to dis- 
cuss the questions which are involved. 

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL] asked me rather 
significantly if I desired to have this bill passed notwithstandin 
the objections of the President. I have the most profound respec 
for the President, and I have a equally profound for the 


ition of a Senator. I think the ident ought at all times to 
i his own duties with absolute fearlessn i 
that the Senate ought with equal fearlessness to 


and I think 
its 


reproach on either side, and no controversy 
need arise between the President and the Senate when the Senate 


duties. It involves no 


chooses to discharge its own duties. I have earnestly, however, 
opposed the views of the President in . In my 
judgment, where the Congress of the Uni States determines 

upon the amount of a pension to be paid to any meritorious pen- 
sioner the President ought not to interfere im determining the 
mere amount. Iam not ing that a precedent shall be estab- 
lished by which the President for such reasons as he gives 
in this veto message, decline to sign a pension bill. I recognize 
it to be his right todo so, and in a proper case he ought to do so—I 
mean in a case that is proper in his judgment he ought to do so— 
but Lam not willing that the President shall prescribe a rule for 
the Congress of the United States in regard to amount of pen- 
ee 15 be paid to any person who may be the object of the national 

unty. 

Colonel Allabach served in two wars. He discharged his duty 
in both; he discharged his duty brilliantly in the civil war, so 
much so as to secure the en ums, the thanks, the complimen- 
tary notices of distinguished public men. 

I have insisted, therefore, that this bill is a proper one, and that 
ve ought to be passed notwithstanding the objections of the Presi- 

ent. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question before the Senate 
is, Shall the bill pass, the objections of the President of the United 
States to the con notwithstanding? 

Mr. BACON. Will the Senator from Illinois allow me to ask 
him—lI was not in the Chamber during the reading of the report 


whether this is a case in which the President recognizes the right -~ 


to a pension, but amply questions the amount? 

Mr. PALMER. As I understand it, it is. 

Mr. COCKRELL. This claimant is receiving all the general 
law allows. There is no question about that. 

Mr. PALMER. Thewidowisreceiving that amount. This bill 
proposes to give her, instead of $8 a month, which I believe she is 
now OOVER $30 a month. Is not that the amount? 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is the amount; and 1 will say, in 
answer to the suggestion of the Senator from Missouri, that it is 
painy what we are doing almost every day in the Senate of the 

nited States. The bill recognizes the rank this officer held, the 
rank of colonel, and proposes to give his widow the pension of 
the widow of a colonel, instead of that of a widow of a private, 
Colonel Allabach served five years. 

Mr. HARRIS. May I ask the Senator if that practice of the 
Senate, as the Senator states it, be correct, would it not be wise 
for his committee to report a general law covering such cases and 
regulating the amount of pension by rank? 

Mr. GALLINGER. Mr, President, the question of regulating 
this matter by general law is an easy point to suggest to the Sen- 
ate, but it has not been done and not be done. We consider 
these cases as individual cases. 

Colonel Allabach served for five years in the Mexican war, hav- 
ing service that was brilliant in the extreme. I had in my desk 
when I left the Senate at the close of the first session of this Con- 

ss a letter written by this soldier to his wife from Mexico 
etailing a certain service which he performed in one of the great 
battles of the Mexican war when his horse was shot from under 
him and he received a wound. I regret that I can not now find 
that letter. I did not know that this-matter was to come up 
to-day. Very likely I returned the letter to the widow. It was a 
very pathetic letter, in which Colonel Allabach expressed to his 
wife the dangers and sufferings he was enduring in the Mexican 
war, but still his willingness to continue until the honor of the 
United States had been demonstrated and achieved. 

In the late civil war he enlisted, and served the period for which 
he enlisted with marked distinction. It will be observed that 
General Briggs, who was his superior in command, when at his 
home in Pittsfield, Mass., in consequence of illness, wrote a letter 
to Colonel Allabach, after he had made a most brilliant charge at 
the head of a brigade, expressing to him his regret that he had 
not been appointed as a bri er-general to command that bri- 
gade, and his regret that he himself had been recalled to again 
assume the command. 

i have no doubt from evidence which has come to me, largely 
oral, it is true, that Colonel Allabach might himself have been 
pensioned for a long series of yearsif he had applied for a pension; 
and that is one of the points on which the President bases his veto 
message—that the soldier himself had not been pensioned. I have 
in mind a multitude of soldiers who performed most conspicuous 
service in the late war, who could have been pensioned from the 
moment they left the service to the present time, but they have 
been patriotic enough, having means of support, not to ask the 
Government to bestow any of its bounty or its funds upon them. 
I have no doubt that Colonel Allabach belonged to that class of 
patriotic men. 

His widow is in destitute circumstances. Her husband had the 
rank of colonel. He performed important, conspicuous, and 
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patriotic service in two wars, and we simply propose to give her 
the pension of the widow of a colonel, a thing which has been 
done over and over again since I have been a member of the 
National Legislature, in cases of much less conspicuous merit than 
the one which is now before us. 

It does seem to me that the veto message was written upon a 
misapprehension of the facts in this case, and that the duty of the 
National Congress in this matter, without any reflection upon the 
President of the United States—because I certainly shall utter no 
word of reflection or suggestion in that direction—is plain to do 
this just act, generous, it may be, but just, nevertheless, and give 
to this widow a pension commensurate with the rank which her 
distinguished husband held. 

Mr. BATE. Mr. President —— : 

Mr. PALMER. I doubt somewhat, Mr. President, whether 


there is a quorum present. 

Mr. BATE. I was just going to correct a statement of the 
Senator from New Ham e as to the time Colonel Allabach 
served in the Mexican war. The Senator spoke of five years’ serv- 
ice in that war. I wish to say that the Mexican war lasted only 
two years. So, of course, the Senator is mistaken in that state- 
ment. I know nothing about the services of Colonel Allabach in 
the last war. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Then, on that point it may be that some- 
body has made a mistake in writing a report. In à report written 
by Mr. MCCLELLAN, of the House of Representatives, I think the 
son of the late distinguished General McClellan, he says: 

The military record of Peter H. Allabach, who served as colonel One hun- 
red 2 N Pennsylvania Volunteers, and also in the Mexican war, 

as 2 
Gen ee wee 9 8 mo menos s M One hundred and 

irs’ e! 
naaman ot ta e 
to October 10, 1862, and of the Second Brigade, Third 
Co: from October 16, 1862, to May 9 9 and was mustered out of service 
with the Ma‘ 


© 
that Peter H. 
Infantry— 
He was in the Regular Army, I take it— 

t Philadel Pa., November 25, 1844, was transferred to Com 5 
Salmen Septem Ai pnt wrap OANE EOA TAAA ane TACLE DAEDRUT DA 
a sergeant, at Paso del Norte, N. Mex., November 25, 1849, by reason of expi- 
ration of term of service. . 

I will say that a portion of this five years’ service was in the 
Regular Army and not all of it in the Mexican war. It was a 
slip of the tongue when I said he was fiye years in the Mexican 
war. 

Mr. BATE. The Mexican war began in May, 1846, and termi- 
nated in 1848. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Iam very glad to be corrected by the dis- 

tinguished soldier from Tennessee on that point. I was aware of 

that historical fact quite as well as the Senator, but am glad to 

50 the record correct. Colonel Allabach served five years, never- 
eless. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Ilinois [Mr. 
1 suggests the absence of a quorum. The Secretary will 

the roll. 

The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators an- 
swered to their names: 


was 


Aldrich, Davis, Mitchell, Oreg. n 

Allen, Elkins, Mitchell, Wis. Sewell, 

Bacon, Faulkner, Morgan, Sherman, 

Baker, Frye, Morrill, Shou 
te, Gallinger, Nelson, Smith’ 
rry, Gear, Palmer, Stewart, 

Blanchard, Gorman, Pasco, Teller, 

Putter“ Hawl Perkins, Vins 
utler, awley, r 

Cami Kyle, Pate Wilso 

eron, ©, n. 

Chandler, Bride, Pritchard, Wolcott. 

Clark, McMillan, Proctor, 

Cockrell, Mantle, Pugh, 

Cullom, Mills, Quay, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Fifty-seven Senators have 
answered to their names. There isa quorum present. The ques- 
tion before the Senate is, Shall the bill pass, the objections of the 
President of the United States to the contrary notwithstanding? 

Mr. TELLER. What is the bill? 

The title of the bill will be 


8 PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
stated. 
The SECRETARY. A bill (S. 894) granting a pension to Nanc 
d. Allabach. ne z 
The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 


Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called). I have a general 


pair with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. GRAY]. He not being 
presenti I do not feel at liberty to cast my vote; but if I had that 
iberty, I should vote “ yea.” 
Mr. DAVIS (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. TURPIE]. 
Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). I have a general pair 


with the senior Senator from Georgia [Mr. Gorpon]. Not seeing 


him in the Chamber, I withhold my vote. If he were present, I 
should vote ‘‘ yea.” 7 F 


Mr. MCBRIDE (when his name was called). I have a general 
pain with the senior Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE]. I 

0 aar know how he would vote if he were present, but I should 
vo é em” 

Mr. ŠHOUP (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from California [Mr. wale Not know- 
ing how he would vote on this question, I withhold my vote. I 
should ‘‘yea” if he were present. 


Mr. THURSTON (when his name was called). I have a gen- 
eral with the junior Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TILL- 
MAN]. If he were present, I should vote yea.“ 


Mr. CLARK (when Mr. WaRREN’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. WARREN] is unavoidably detained from the Chamber 
by severe illness. I make this announcement for the day. 

The roll call was concluded. 

Mr. BACON. I have a general pair with the junior Senator 
from Rhode Island [Mr. WETMORE], but I have already voted 
“yea” under the assurance of his colleague, the senior tor 
from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH], that his colleague, if present, 
would vote“ ga Therefore my vote may stand. 

. COCKRELL. Iam with the senior Senator from 

Iowa [Mr. ALLISON]. 

The result was announced—yeas 41, nays 11; as follows: 
YEAS-4L. 


Aldric Chandler, Mitchell, Oreg. Pug’ 
Ai Olark, wh Mitchell’ Wis. 5 
Bacon, Elkins, Morrill, — 
Baker. 8 ison, we 
Blackburn, X Palmer, herman, 
Burro’ Gorman, Peffer, Teller. 
Butler. Hawley, Perkins, Vilas, 
Call, Bor, Fetigrew, Wilson. 
Cannon, MeMillan, Pritchard, 
Carter, Mantle, ' 
NAYS—iL 
Bate, Chilton, M V. 
h F * 
Berry ‘aulkner, Morgan, Walthall 
NOT VOTING—37. 
George, Lindsa: Iman, 
Brice, Gibson, Lodge, 4 Turple 
rdon, McBride, Voorhees, 
Cockrel, Kals. Murphy, Wetmon 
> d etmore, 
Cull Hans Sho 
gee ees 
Davis, Irby, Sq 
Dubois, Jones, Ark. Ste 
s Jones, Ney. Thurston, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill is d, notwith- 
standing the objections of the dent, two-thirds of the Senators 


ving voted therefor. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. VEST. Imove thatthe Senate proceed to the consideration 


of executive business. : 

Mr. CHANDLER, Ishould like to address a word to the Sen- 
ator from Missouri. As the Senator knows, an agreement has 
been entered into that the immigration bill shall be voted upon at 
4 o'clock on Thursday. It seems to be the duty of the committee 
to see to it that Senators wishing to debate the bill shall have 
such time as is available between now and that hour. If there 
are Senators here who desire to speak upon the bill this afternoon, 
I certainly think the Senate ought to remain and hear the debate. 
If there is no Senator who desires to speak, of course, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I do not wish to prevent the adoption of the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. VEST. I can answer only for myself. I do not wish to 
debate the bill. I understood that we fixed the hour of 4 o’clock 
Thursday for taking a vote upon the measure, in order to enable 
the junior Senator from Maryland [Mr. Grsson], who is now ill, 
to speak, I do not know of any Senator who desires to speak at 
this time, I ask for a vote on my motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri 
moves that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After ten minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 2 o'clock and 
58 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Wednes- 
day, December 16, 1896, at 12 o’clock meridian, 


present 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate December 15, 1896. 


POSTMASTERS. 


Charles C. Collier, to be postmaster at Blocton, in the county 
of Bibb and State of Alabama, the appointment of a postmaster 


1896. 
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for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. 

James R. Crowe, to be postmaster at Sheffield, in the county of 
Colbert and State of Alabama, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. 

Amelia H. Bates, to be postmaster at Sonoma, in the county of 
Sonoma and State of California, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. 

David Macartney, to be ter at Antioch, in the county 
of Contra Costa and State of California, the appointment of a 

tmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
esident on and after July 1, 1896. 

Ralph W. Putnam, to be tmaster at Paso Robles, in the 
county of San Luis Obispo and State of California, in the place of 
Briggs C. Farnum, whose commission expired July 18, 1896. 

Ole C. Vinzent, to be postmaster at Berkeley, in the county of 
Alameda and State of California, in the place of John McCarthy, 
whose commission expired April 4, 1896. 

Willard Wells, to be tmaster at Eureka, in the county of 
Humboldt and State California, in the place of Fletcher A. 
Cutler. resigned. 

George F. Gardner, to be at Lake City, in the county 
of Hinsdale and State of Colorado, in the ro of James F. Stein- 
beck, whose commission expired July 22, 1896. 

Lillian T. Oviatt, to be postmaster at Longmont, in the county 
of Boulder and State of Colorado, in the p of A. C. Oviatt, 
deceased, 

Nehemiah Jennings, to be postmaster at Southport, in the Sonne 
of Fairfield and State of Connecticut, in the R ace of Nehemi 
Jennings, whose commission expired July 2, 1896. 

William C. Kinsella, to be postmaster at Fairfield, in the county 
of Fairfield and State of Connecticut, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, ome vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. 

William A. Lowry, to be postmaster at East Hartford, in the 
county of Hartford and State of Connecticut, the appointment of 
a postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in 
the President on and after July 1, 1896. 

William H. Smith, to be ter at Newark, in the county 
of New Castle and State of Delaware, in the piaca of Stephen R. 
Choate, whose commission expired July 22, 1896. 

James F. Corbett, to be postmaster at Punta Gorda, in the 
county of De Soto and State of Florida, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. 

L. Moreton Murray, to be postmaster at Daytona, in the county 
of Volusia and State of Florida, in the pacs of John M. Jolley, 
whose commission expired January 6, 1896. 

William A. Sloan, to be postmaster at St. Petersburg, in the 
county of Hillsboro and State of Florida, the appointment of a 

tmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
esident on and after October 1, 1896. 

John C. Stowers, to be postmaster at West Palmbeach, in the 
county of Dade and State of Florida, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 

David J. Duley, jr., to be postmaster at Griffin, in the count; 
of Spalding and State of Georgia, in the place of William B. Hud- 
2 Mary kirdi to be postmaster at Salmon, in th ty of 

ary ey, er a on, in the county o 
Lemhi and State of Idaho, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after July 1, 1896. 

John Beard, to be postmaster at Danville, in the county of Ver- 
milion and State of Ilinois, in the place of William R. Jewell, 
whose commission expired December 21, 1893. 

Julia Buckmaster, to be postmaster at Alton, in the county of 
manaon and State of Illinois, in the place of John Buckmaster, 

eceased, 

Adam A, Funk, to be postmaster at Rantoul, in the county of 
Champaign and State of Illinois, in the place of Henry M. Morris, 
whose commission expired July 18, 1896. 

Judd Hartzell, to be postmaster at Lah: 
Hancock and State of Illinois, in the place of 
commission expired July 18, 1895. 

Marcellus Keene, to be postmaster at Atlanta, in the county of 
Logan and State of Illinois, in the place of John W. Barr, removed. 

Charles A. Keyes, to be postmaster at Springfield, in the count; 
of Sangamon and State of IIlinois, in the place of Redick M. 
Ridgely, removed. 

William A. Melody, to be postmaster at ven in the 
county of Lake and State of Illinois, in the place of E. B. McClana- 
han, removed, 

Charles Raymond, to be postmaster at Evanston, in the county 
of Goak aaa State of Illinois, in the place of David P. O'Leary, 
remoy 


in the county of 
ary Figley, whose 


Cnarles H. Rolston, to be postmaster at Hillsboro, in the coun 
of Montgomery and State of Illinois, in the place of James E. V. 


Rice, resigned. 

David Shunick, to be postmaster at Alexis, in the county of 
Warren and State of Illinois, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after October 1, 1896. 

Malbern M. Stephens, to be postmaster at East St. Louis, in the 
county of St. Clair and State of Illinois, in the place of Daniel C. 
Marsh, deceased. 

Cornelius Sullivan, to be postmaster at Riverside, in the county 
of Cook and State of Illinois, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after October 1, 1896. 

James A. Frost, jr., to be postmaster at Orleans, in the county 
of Orange and State of Indiana, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after July 1, 1896. 

Mary A. Mitchell, to be postmaster at Batesville, in the coun 
of Rip ey and State of Indiana, in the place of George Mitch 
deceased. 

Samuel J. Nicoles, to be postmaster at Walkerton, in the county 
of St. Joseph and State of Indiana, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after.October 1, 1896. : 

George E. Oberholtzer, to be postmaster at Clay City, in the 
county of Clay and State of Indiana, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me yested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 

Anthony C. Blohm, to be postmaster at Walnut, in the county 
of Pottawattamie and State of Iowa, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in- the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. 

Edward F. Douglass, to be postmaster at Dysart, in the county 
of Tama and State of Towa, e appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after July 1, 1896. 

John G. Duff, to be postmaster at Britt, in the county of Han- 
cock and State of Iowa, in the place of Thomas A. Way, whose 
commission ge et April 18, 1896. 

William H. Healy, to be postmaster at Fonda, in the county 
of Pocahontas and State of Iowa, in the place of George Sanborn, 
whose commission expired April 23, 1896. 

John Hornstein, to be postmaster at Boone, in the county of 
Boone and State of Iowa, in the place of W. C. Bremerman, 
removed. 

John F. Huntington, to be postmaster at Oakland, in the county 
of Pottawattamie and State of Iowa, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. 

Richard H. Mobley, to be postmaster at Williamsburg, in the 
county of Iowa and State of Iowa, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. 

E. Duke Naven, to be postmaster at Laporte City, in the county 
of ce aks and State of Iowa, in the place of C. W. Ravlin, 
removed. 

Miss Imo Yowell, to be postmaster at Sidney, in the county of 
— and State of Iowa, in the place of Moses R. Yowell, re- 
moved. 

Jacob Descombes, to be postmaster at Chickasha, in Chickasaw 
Nation County, Ind. T., the appointment of a postmaster for the 
said office having, by law, become vested in the President on and 
after October 1, 1896. 

James Rennil, to be postmaster at Pauls Valley, in Chickasaw 
Nation County, Ind. T., the appointment of a postmaster for the 
said office having, by law, become vested in the President on and 
after October 1, 1896. 

Hugh L. Lourey, to be postmaster at Frankfort, in the county 
of Marshal and State of Kansas, intheplaceof William J. Granger, 
resigned. 

George A. Van Atta, to be perane at Clay Center, in the 
connty of Clay and State of Kansas, in the place of Charles E. 
Gifford, deceased. 

Salem H. Ford, to be postmaster at Owensboro, in the county of 
ean and State of Kentucky, in the place of John M. Simmons, 
removed. 

Mrs. Jennie Curtis, to be postmaster at Thibodeaux, in the parish 
of Lafourche and State of Louisiana, in the place of Mrs. Jennie 

is, whose commission expired February 8, 1896. 
Albert F. Derouen, to be postmaster at e in the parish 


of Calcasieu and State of Louisiana, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. 

Eben A. Poole, to be postmaster at Boothbay Harbor, in the 
county of Lincoln ahd State of Maine, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 
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Howard Melvin, to be postmaster at Denton, in the county of 
Caroline and State of Maryland, the appointment of a 


for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. 5; 0 

William H. Jordan, to be ster at Brockton, in the coun 
of Plymouth and State of sachusetts, in the place of Jose 
M. Hollywood, whose commission expired January 6, 1896. 

ohn R. Mack , to be postmaster at Waverley, in the county 
of Middlesex and State of Massachusetts, the appointment of a 
8 for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
i e . sr say 1, 1896. A 
ames H. oole, to be postmaster at Amesbury, in the coun 
of Essex and State of Massachusetts, in the pai of Daniel W. 
Davis, whose commission expired May 27, 1898. 

J h St. John, to be postmaster at Cohasset, in the county of 
Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, — vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 

Albert C. Cross, 1 at Bangor, in the county of 
Van Buren and State of Michigan, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office aig DY law, ome vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1 

at Milan, in the county of 


Joseph Gauntlett, to be 
Washtenaw and State of Michigan, the appointment of a post- 


master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the | Kidd, 


President on and after July 1, 1896. 

John P. Gerardy, to be postmaster at Durand, in the county of 
Shiawassee and State of Michigan, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, Conia vested in the 
CS pin ipg 1, 1896. = City, in th gy 

George ilbert, ee Reed City, in the coun 
of Osceola and State of Michigan, in the place of William A. 


tmaster at Flint, in the county of 
igan, in the place of John H. Hicok, 


ter at Benton Harbor, in the county 
of pl ig and State of Michigan, in the place of Roman I. Jarvis, 
removed. 


Robert M. Porter, to be ter at Williamston, in the 
county of Ingham and State of Mibin in the of William 
L. Robson, whose commission expired July 22, 1896. 

William P. Christensen, to be postmaster at Olivia, in the 
county of Renville and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a 
8 for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

ident on and after October 1, 1896. 

John H. Hanson, to be postmaster at Lake Benton, in the 
county of Lincoln and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a 

tmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

resident on and after October 1, 1896. 

Annie Leaser, to be postmaster at Wheaton, in the county of 
Traverse and State of Minnesota, the appointmentof a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. 

John McCabe, to be postmaster at St. Peter, in the county of 
Nicollet and State of Minnesota, in the place of William G. 
Gresham, whose commission expired December 21, 1893. 

Patrick H. O Hara, to be ter at Graceville, in the county 
of Bigstone and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, ome vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 

Oliver H. Phillips, to be postmaster at Dodge Center, in the 
county of Dodge and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a 

tmaster for the said office baying Dy law, become vested in the 
ident on and after October 1, 1896. 

Robert A. Smith, to be postmaster at St. Paul, in the county of 
Ramsey and State of Minnesota, in the place of Henry A. Castle, 
whose commission expired February 4, 1896. 

Sadie E. Truax, to be ter at Breckenridge, in the county 
of Wilkin and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 

John T. Barnett, to be tmaster at Inka, in the county of 
Tishomingo and State of Mississippi, the Span of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. 

John S. Saunders, to be postmaster at Starkville, in the coun’ 
of Oktibbeha and State of ete in the place of F. H. 
Powers, whose commission expired July 2, 1896. 

John W. Duncan, to be postmaster at Adrian, in the county of 
Bates and State of Missouri, the appointment of a postmaster for 


Blen 
Genesee and State of Mi 
deceased. 

Edgar Nichols, to be 


the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after July 1, 1896. 

Rella C. Harber, to be postmaster at Trenton, in the 8 
Grundy and State of Missouri, in the place of Thomas B. Harber, 


deceased. f 
Gideon B. Hart, to be postmaster at Breckenridge, in the county 


of Caldwell and State of Missouri, the appointment of a 8 
ter for the said office having, by law, become vested in the Presi- 
dent on and after July 1, 1896. 

Charles Q. Hardman, to be at Edina, in the county 
of Knox and State of Missouri, in the place of Robert F. Scho- 
field, whose commission expired July 2, 1896. 

Edward C. Meehan, to be postmaster at Norborne, in the county 
of Carroll and State of Missouri, in the place of George F. Crutch- 
ley, removed. 

uke W. Morris, to be postmaster at Mexico, in the county of 
3 of i, in the place of John W. Mason, 
removed. 

Alva H. O'Dowd, to be postmaster at Weston, in the county of 
Platte and State of Missouri, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office were Iy law, become vested in the President on 
and after October 1, 1896. 

J. W. Overstreet, to be postmaster at La Plata, in the county 
of Macon and State of Missouri, in the place of William E. Cole, 


removed. 
Barbeau A. Roy, to be postmaster at Bonne Terre, in the coun 
of St. Francis and State of Missouri, in the place of Thomas 


Wer ane to be postmaster at Excelsior Springs 

te E. ivan e rat Excelsior in the 
county of Clay and State of Missouri, in the place of Kate E. 
idd, c of name by marriage. 


Addison M. to be aster at Hartington, in the 
county of 3 of Nebraska, in the place of Thomas 
B. A. Watson, whose commission July 18, 1896. 


Allen T. Hill, to be postmaster at Lyons, in the county of Burt 
and State of Nebraska, the appointment of a postmaster for the 
said office having, by law, become vested in the President on and 


Frank B. Dailey, to be postmaster at Bloomfield, in the coun 
of Essex and State of New Jersey, in the placeof Frank G. ren 


deceased. 

James J. Davidson, to be ter at Swedesboro, in the county 
of Gloucester and State of New Jersey, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. 

Michael A. Devine, to be postmaster at Atlantic City, in the 
county of Atlantic and State of New Jersey, in the place of Riche 
ard W. Sayre, removed. 

John W. Goddard, to be 
of Hudson and State of 
O'Farrell, resigned. 

to be 


rat Bayonne, in the coun 
ew Jersey, in place of Edwar 


aster at Raritan, in the coun’ 
= Somerset and State of New Jersey, in the place of Patric 
urns, : 


deceased. 
George McCracken, to be postmaster at Dover, in the county of 
Morris and State of New Jersey, in the place of William Pollard, 


removed. 
May J. Munson, to be ter at Millington, in the coun 
ew Jersey, in the place of Annie 


gn 
Michael J. Hicke 


of Morris and State of 
Baker, whose commission expired July 18, 1896. 

Charles H. Pierson, to bə postmaster at Bridgeton, in the county 
of Cumberland and State of New Jersey, in the place of Samuel 
A. Laning, removed. 

William Pintard, to be postmaster at Redbank, in the county 
of Monmouth and State of New Jersey, in the place of William 
T. Corlies, whose co ion expired July 18, 1896. 

Charles W. Scott, to be aster at Cramer Hill, in the county 
of Camden and State of New Jersey, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. : 

R. Howard Thorn, to be aster at Ocean City,in the county 
of Cape May and State of New Jersey, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. 

William J. Whelan, to be at Elizabeth, in the county 
of Union and State of New Jersey, in the place of Patrick Sheridan, 


— 


CONFIRMATIONS. ) 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 15, 1896, 
CHIEF JUSTICE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
Charles C. Nott, of New York, to be chief justice Court of 
é UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 


William B. Childers, of New Mexico, to be attorney of the 
United States for the Territory of New Mexico, 


1896. 
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, 

Lewis I. ONeal, of the District of Columbia, to be justice of 
the peace in the county of Washington, in the District of Colum- 
bia, to be assigned to the city of Washington. 

DISTRICT JUDGES, 

Andrew Kirkpatrick, of New Jersey, to be United States district 
judge for the district of New Jersey. 

John H. Rogers, of Arkansas, to 8 United States district judge 
for the western district of Arkansas. 

Arthur L. Brown, of Rhode Island, to be United States district 
judge for the district of Rhode Island. 

John E. Carland, of South Dakota, to be United States district 
judge for the district of South Dakota. 

COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

Hiram P. Mackintosh, of Massachusetts, to be collector of cus- 
toms for the district of Newburyport, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, 

APPOINTMENT IN THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. 

William M. Jordan, of Alabama, to be an 8 surgeon in 
the Marine-Hospital Service of the United States 


PROMOTION IN THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. 


P. A. Surg. Charles E. Banks, of Maine, to be a surgeon in the 
Marine-Hospital Service of the United States. 


PROMOTION IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 


First Lieut. Henry B. Rogers, of Massachusetts, to be a captain 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 


APPOINTMENT IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 


Waller Taylor, of Florida, to be a second assistant engineer in 
the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, December 15, 1896. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. CoupEn. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


ADAM HAND. 


Mr. PRINCE. I ask unanimous consent for the consideration 
of the bill which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The bill (H. R. 7906) to grant an honorable discharge to Adam 
Hand, as first lieutenant o company B, One 3 and eighty- 
fourth Regiment Pennsylvania antry Volunteers, was read, as 
‘ollows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
8 directed to grant an honorable „of date May 29, 
Adam Hand. as first lieutenant of 8 „One hundred and eighi 
foaren Regiment Pennsylvania Infantry Volunteers. 
Mr. McCLELLAN. Reserving the right to object, I ask for the 


reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. GRIFFIN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on ata nag Mate oyna 
~~ ) granting an honorable discharge to Adam Hand, having considered the 


the followin, in a substitute therefor: 
155 it byt 8 Q louse of Representatives o the 8 States 

of America in Congress stared ‘That the Secreta: and 5 — 
are Sens 5 nd directed · to grant an honorabto discharge, of date 

Hand, as first lieutenant of Com: not vf 
and eighty- Tuch 5 vania Infantry Volunteers.” 

that at the =n session of the Fifty-third Congress 
the 8 pees a 5 report upon a simi- 


Aa 16, 1863. Said spaak nlistod and was enrolled on May 12, 
a private in Com ne hundred and eighty-fourth Snar Dani 
Fol unteers, to 8 ree aoe He ap on muster roll of th 


y for May and June, 1854, as sergeant, and was mustered in as first ioe 
mant of same compan: 

“On the 9th of March. 1865, he was granted leave of absence to enable him to 
attend his family. But while at home said Hand was taken sick, ay although 
he forwarded the affidavits of physicians to show his sickness and asking or 
an extension of furlough, itappears from the record that his colonel reported 
him for — without leave and had such proceedings taken as resulted in 
his dismissal from the 

“Your committee have carefully examined the record rela! to the dis- 
missal of Lieutenant Hand, and are of the 3 that an injustice was done 
to him byhiscolonel. Thecoloneladmitsthathe had one or two notes 
from doctors as certificates of disabili Pat says they were impro — n 
form and unauthenticated, and the fact is that he did not take the 
find out whether the officer was really sick or not, but proceeded to bevel Tine 
dismissed from the service, when he was a worthy officer and had a good 
record asa ai from — —. 8 

“Your commi refer to the affidavits of said Lieutenant 
Hand, and of Chi of "haries — e lieutenant-colonel of said last-mentioned 
regimen nt, and make them a part of this report. Said Kleckner fully shows 
that said FETE Hand was a good 

r, of Philadelphia, hia, Pas, of date May 29, 


„ Charles Kleciner under oath says: 
u tI was formerly Hieutenant-colonel in command of the hundred and 


ffairs, to whom was referred the bill ee R. 


sr — 


Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and so continued up to qan- 
1865, when Col. John H. Stover joined the regiment and paana coms 


bove-named Adam Hand, of Company B, 
mustered in as first Heutenant of said 8 nd about March, 1885, he was 


— 4 
end. but I continued the regions until its final muster out of service. 
Iremember the a’ a eam corp and 
at my recommendation he had,a bout December, 1864, been ioned and 
ca leave of 8 after a eet remember seeing him, 
to that tim Hand himself to be a good, 
fait detrimental of him, and 
n commissioned first 


3 hea he been 

would say that I never or knew said Adam Hand tomake any remarks 
other than those of l country and the command. I testify ta 
these facts from actual personal knowl ha known the soldier 


while a said regiment. if any of the were otherwise I would surely 


5 5 of Sterling, III., of date August 22, makes oath that he 

a private in Commune H, Tenth ee from ined 

23,1 184 0 to July m when the idi of service of said regiment expir: 
“That he sery: antin vember fi One hundged and poron 


ei to August 16, en 
expired, and was never i won a the 
“That he fe Infantry on May Company B, One hundred and eighty-fourth 
Pennsylvania Infan on May 12, 1864, was promoted to sergeant soon after, 
and on 8 1 „ Was promoted to first lieutenant. z 
“On Mare! pcr z wasgranted sg ba a absence for sickness, the re — 
then lying eis ter quarters, when he got worse at home, as stated 
in former affidavit. 
That up to this sickness he had not page nsf duty with his last come 


ama which had been in the front all the tim: 
77 ͤ has road a cove of tha Tapori an hin zale by Ook 


John H. Stover on April 26, 1865, and solemnly swears that ev: hing in GF 

statement derogatory of deponent, rer ecutive of A ent's — 

a soldier, is an . and absolute pores and t none of the 
bordinate e this deponent in said report 


were over uttered or even 8 of by 5 

“ He further says that the animus of said paoe in pecan! ene false state- 
ments and insinuations may be ascertained from the following f: 

“That said One hundred and eighty-fourth ent was 8 at 
Harrisburg, Pa., in May, 1864, and went stratghe to the fronta = joined the 
Second pont at Belle Plaine and fought with said — — the - 
ing preg ogi the Wilderness, Cold Harbor, Spottsylvania, And around to 
© fron: 


rsburg, Va. 
“That ol Goh Colonel Stover remained at Harrisburg, Pa., on recruiting serv- 
ice, and did not go with his ent to — field, and aia ne not join said regi- 
ment until Zana —— 1865, when the latter had 2 the campai; 
and was | quarters (the re aut tone tae having been under 
the z Lieut. Co Charles ner, and ig Company B cant 
then been continuously under the command of deponent, first as a se 

and . as lieutenant, after Lieutenant Brown was wounded, in July, 


en Colonel Stover game to his regiment, as aforesaid, he brought with 
him three personal friends to fill vacancies sarong the line officers. He had 
a relation named McCartney for Com iy abur Company B was then so 
red 5 battles and sickness as to led to only one commissioned 


office: thereupon said colonel and: continued to treat deponent as 
thou, zh the latter was in the way of his plans, and deponent believes that this 
was the reason he did not forward the ee certificates of deponent’s home 


illness, and made the aforesaid false and injurious ge Sa in reference to 
deponent, and had deponent dropped from the rolls without deponent's 
5 and while he was lying very sick at home as Pe fino 

Your ee oe t and approve such former report, and recommend 
the passage of the su tute herein reported. 


There be bft. objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be and read a 
third time; and it was accordin gly read the time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. PRINCE, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


PUBLIC BUILDING, NEWPORT, KY. 


Mr. BERRY. Iask unanimous consent for the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. 9472) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the 
third session of the Fifty-third Congress, 

The bill was read, as follows: 

5 That chapter 111 of the acts of the third sessi 
is hereby amended striking out the first N therein 
g the none g: LE tet d, That the site shall leave the build - 


an fron 
fire in t buildings by an open space of 
bee F i ial 


peed BF RAREN, Is there objection to the present consideration 
0 

Mr. McMILLIN. I Sr eh the tleman from Kentucky 

BERRY] will explain whether this bill involves any a 
mse. 
. BERRY. No; it is really a saving to the Government. 

Mr. DINGLEY. is this a public-building bill? 

Mr. BERRY. No, sir; it simply provides that the distance 
between the public building i in course of construction at Newport, 
Ky., and the adjacent buildings be reduced from 50 feet, as orgie 
nally provided, to 40 feet, which is the uniform rule adopted y 
the Government. 

5 Mr. DINGLEY. Does the bill involve any increased expendi- 
ure? 

Mr. BERRY. No, sir. 

Mr. DINGLEY. As I understand, 40 feet is the usual rule in 
these cases. 

Mr. BERRY. Yes, sir. If 50 feet should be reserved the ex- 
pense to the Government would be greater. 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the time, and passed, 


on, Fif 
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On motion of Mr. BERRY, a motion to reconsider the last vote | have that bill, with the accompanying report and the views of the 


‘was laid on the table. 
VESSELS PROPELLED BY GAS, NAPHTHA, ETO. 


Mr. BENNETT. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill which I send to the desk, 

The bill (S. 1646) providing for certain requirements for vessels 
m ed by gas, fluid, naphtha, or electric motors was read, as 
‘ollows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That all vessels of above 15 tons burden, carrying 1 
r passengers for hire, propelled by fluid, naphtha, or electric motors, 

be. and are hereby, made subject to all the provisions of section 4426 of the 
vised Statutes of the Unite States, relating to the inspection of hulls and 
boilers and requiring engineers and pilots; and all vessels so pr ed, with- 
out 5 to tonnage or use, shall be subject to the provisions of section 4412 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States, relai to the regulation of 
Vases ARITE Gs lignite, fos slarisik scoring east exiting 

asthe Board of Su rs shall, by their 0 krr deem 
3 and 5 for their safe n . 

The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. HOPKINS. I wish to inquire whether the bill has been 
considered by the appropriato committee of the House? 

Mr. BENNETT. t has been considered by the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce, and reported favorably, and, 
in addition to that, its passage is recommended by the Treasury 
Department in the letter appended to the report. 

Mr. BAKER of New Ham . Reserving the right to ob- 
ject, I wish to inquire of the gentleman whether he has had an 
understanding on this question with the gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. GARDNER], who at the last session asked me in his 
absence to object to the consideration of this bill if unanimous 
consent should be asked. 

Mr. BENNETT. The poneren from New Jersey [Mr. GARD- 
shox! is aware that this bill was to be called up at the first oppor- 


ty. $ 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Then I have no objection, 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. I should like to hear the report read. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Allow me to ask whether there is any reason 
‘why this bill should not have gone to the Committee on the Mer- 
chant Marine and Fisheries, instead of the Committee on Inter- 
state Commerce, 

Mr. BENNETT. This bill was sent by the Speaker to the Com- 
mittee on Interstate and edge Commerce, and was referred 
to the subcommittee on ships, shipping, and sanitation, and the 
matter was fully considered. 

Mr.HOPKINS. Butwhy did itnotgo tothe Committee on Mer- 
chant Marine and Fisheries? 

Mr. BENNETT: Because such a reference would have been 
et i It was properly referred to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. 

The SP. R. Does the gentleman from Florida ask for the 
reading of the report? 

Mr. BART. of New York. I ask for the reading of the 


sg i 
he report (by Mr. BENNETT) was read at length. 
The 8 RAISER } 
of the bill? 
Mr. CUMMINGS, I object. 
WEAR CRAWFORD, 


Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con- 

sent for the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 514) to remove 

the charge of desertion from the military record of Wear Crawford. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to remove the charge of desertion from the military presara 
ana 


of Wear Crawford, late of Neel gy a; 5 Regiment of 
Infantry Veteran Volunteers, and to issue to the said Crawford an honorable 
discharge from said ‘service: d, That no back pay or allowance shall 


Provide: 
become due or payable by reason of the passage of this act. 


The Committee on Military Affairs recommend the following 
amendment: 

Add at the close of the bill the words “Said discharge to be dated June 28, 
1865: Provided, That no pay, bounty, or allowance shall e due or payable 
by virtue of this act.” 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There being noobjection, the bill was considered, the amendment 
agreed to, and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana, a motion to reconsider 

the last vote was laid on the table. 
ADVERSE REPORT. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, on yesterday an adverse report was 
submitted from the Committee on the Judici 3 795 . aor 
from New York [Mr. Ray] with reference to the bill (H. R. 4057) 

in relation to cigarettes, which was laid on the table. I desire to 


Concerning the Atlantic and Pacific 


. Is there objection to the present consideration 


minority, referred to the House Calendar under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. It can be done at the request of any member. 

Mr. TERRY. I make that request. 

The SPEAKER. The report, with the views of the minority, at 
the request of the gentleman from Arkansas, will be referred to 
the House Calendar. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I call for the regular order, but 
first yield to the gentleman from New York, who wishes to make 
a request. $ 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. WADSWORTH, Mr. Speaker, pending the demand for 
the regular order, I wish to ask unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture may have leave to sit during the sessions of 
the House. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered, 

ALCOHOL USED IN THE ARTS. 


The SPEAKER announced the appointment of the following 
conferees on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the joint 
resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of the act ap- 
proved June 8, 1896, entitled ‘‘An act to repeal section 61 of ‘An 
act toreduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Government, and 
for orner porpora ” which became a law August 28, 1894: Mr, 
Evans, Mr, RUSSELL of Connecticut, and Mr. MCMILLIN. 
> MRS. JANE STUART WHITING, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill 1 55 1511) granitna 
a pension to Mrs. Jane Stuart Whiting, with House amendme 
disagreed to by the Senate, and request for a conference between 
the two Houses on the di eeing votes thereon. 

Mr. PICKLER. Would it be in order to move that the House 
insist on its amendment, and to the conference? 

The SPEAKER. That motion would be in order, 

Mr. PICKLER. I desire to make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CELESTE A. BOUdHTON. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 1291) 

anting an increase of pension to Celeste A. Boughton, widow of - 

vt. Brig. Gen. Horace Boughton, with House amendment dis- 
agreed to by the Senate, and request for a conference thereon. 

Mr. PIORLER, I move that the House further insist on its 
amendment, and agree to the conference asked by the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont is recognized, 

Mr. POWERS. I now insist upon the regular order, and call up 
the bill (S. 1832) to define the rights of purchasers under mort- 
gages authorized by an act of . April 20, 1871, 

i n Isend to 
— Clerk’s desk the report of the committee, which I ask to have 
The SPEAKER. Per what purpose does th 
e For purpose does the gentleman from 
Arkansas rise? 

Mr. McRAE. To inquire if the Committee on Pacific Railroads 
has been called. Is this the committee hour, and has that commit- 
tee been called? - 

The SPEAKER. This is the committee hour, and the Chair 
recognized the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. PowErs] because 
of an arrangement which was made in the House that whenever 
the time came for calling committees he should be recognized. 

Mr. McRAE. Then it is to be treated as if the committee had 


been. Sore called. 
The PEARER. As if the committee had been called. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Inthe morning hour. 
Mr. POWERS. I ask to have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. PowErRs) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pacific Railroads; having considered the bill (S. 1882) 
entitled An act to define the rights of purchasers under mort author- 
ized by an act of Congress approved April 20, 1871. concerning the Atlantio 
and Pacific Railroad Com: AS 3 ully zepo that they adopt House 
Report No. 1598, upon a House bill identical in terms with said Senate bill, 
which is hereto annexed, and recommend the passage of said Senate bill. 

[House Report No. 1598, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session. ] 

The Committee on Pacific Railroads, having considered the bill (H. R. 6398) 
entitled A bill to define the rights of purchasers under mortgages author- 
ized by an act of Congress approved April 20, 1871," respectfully report: 

Your committee recommend that the bill be amended by striking out all 
after the nacting clause and ear ia PE lieu thereof the substitute as pro- 
posed, and that as thus amended the be passed, 

The committee adopt the rt (No. 787) made by the Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary April 20, 1506, in reference to Senate bill 1882, being a bill 
identical with House bill 6398, 


[Senate Report No. 737, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, having considered the bill (S. 1832) enti- 
tied A bill to define the rights of purchasers under mortgages authorized by 
the act of Congress epproved April 20, 1871," respectfully report: 

By special act of y 27, 1866 (14 Stat. L., 292), Congress incorporated the 
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yor ers, and 
authorized the company to construct, maintain, and operate a line of rail- 


el, from Springfield, 2 85 across the Indian, New Mexico, and 
‘ornia 


pass, d pur- 
ressed by section 11 of the charter act, that Paid 


tary road. 
Haval aad all 


accru 
applied to Congress and obtained the passage of an act. on April 20, 1871. 
3 mortgage of its franchises and property, which 
‘ollows: 


reafter made by said company, it shall 
ce of the Secretary of the Interior: 

That if the company shall hereafter suffer any breach of the conditions o 
the act above referred to, under which it is organized, the rights of those 


under an mortgage made by the company to the lan ted to 
it b d act extend only to so much the as shall be rminous 
with or appertain to tnat part of said road which shall have been constructed 


at the time of the foreclosure of said mortgage. 
Thereupon the road from Springfield to the eastern boundary of the Indian 
rritory was constructed,and on subsequent default upon its n that 
rtion of the line was sold years 3 is now operated as part of the St. 
Penis and San Francisco Radway. e cted in the Indian Terri- 


mor 
into ‘ornia was mor 
Albuquerque westward has since been constructed and is operated through 
to Cahforuis, finding its outlet east by connection at Albuquerque through 
the rails of the A m, Topeka and ta Fe Railway. 

Default has been made upon the bonds of both the Central and Western 
divisions, and foreclosure proceedings are pending. 

While the purpose of the mortgage act of 1871, su e 5 
subject all the franchises of the 8 thereto, inclu ge right to bea 
corporation, as the broad terms of the act fully import, the United States 
Supreme Court has since ruled that the franchise to be a corporation doesnot 
80 pass, in the absence of positive provision therefor, 8 by express 
provisions as to the mode in which such sale and transfer of the right to bea 
corporation may be effected. Gem phiy Railroad Co. vs. 8 
, 608-619; New Orleans, etc., road Co. vs. Delamore, 114 U. S., 501- ) 

f this defect the pending bill is presented 
While all franchises of the company were eet to be thus mo 


including the right to be a corporation, the act of is silent in providing a 
mode therefor. 


The road extends through separate eres. to wit, the Indian Terri- 
ritory, New Mexico, Arizona, and ‘ornia. 

Your committee is advised that no laws exist in New Mexico, Arizona, or 
California authorizing such reincorporation, and, of course, none such exist 
in the Indian Territory. Hence the purchasers at these foreclosure sales 
properly, ask further legislation 1 he e to mo given by 

e act of 1871 operative according to its intent and to enable such purchas- 
ers themselves to become a corporation. 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, the report so far read covers the 
entire ground, and unless some gentleman desires the balance of 
it, it will save some time to omit the further reading. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, as the report states, this bill simply provides 
that the mortgage bondholders of the Atlantic and Pacific Rail- 
road Company may reorganize into a corporation—in other words, 
may have the right to be a corporation. The necessity for this 
bill arises from the fact that the Supreme Court in two cases has 
decided that the mortgage of a railroad company, together with 
its franchises, does not carry the right to be a corporation. a 
body connected with this original company supposed that the right 
to mortgage, given them by Congress in 1871, which in terms 
embraced the franchises, was broad enough to enable them, on a 
foreclosure sale, to organize as a corporation; but the Supreme 
Court says no; hence the necessity for the passage of this bill. 

The House will remember that this company was started in 
1866, was given a mammoth: land grant of 42,000,000 acres, and 
that in 1871 it became necessary for the company, in order to 
build its road, to issue a mortgage. That mortgage was issued, 
covering the property and franchises of the road, but lacking this 
essential, vital point—the franchise to be a corporation. 

Now, when this question was before the House on a former 
occasion it was said that this land grant was a monstrous land 
grant, that it was fraudulent, that great wrong was done to the 

overnment in the amount of land granted to the railroad. Con- 
cede that to be true for the purposes of this argument; what has 
that to do with the pending question? Congress enacted the law. 


It became a part of the rights of that company to take those lands; 
but it turns out upon investigation that the lands are in the arid 
region; they are good for nothing. The company itself, out of 
the 42,000,000 acres, has only succeeded in selling seven hundred 
thousand and oddacres. A great proportion of the land has been 


forfeited to the Government, and a suit is now pending, and is 
up for argument in court to-day, to determine the right of the 
Government to forfeit the balance. 

But be that as it may, this is the practical question that is pre- 
sented to the House: This company, however fraudulent it may 
have been, however disproportionate its land grant may have been 
to its right to build a railroad to the California coast, nevertheless 
that wrongdoing is not to be imputed to the applicants for this 
charter. e applicants for this charter are the innocent parties 
who advanced their money upon a mortgage of this road. That 
money built the road. It could not have been built otherwise. - 
As the report shows, it was supposed that private subscriptions 
along the line of the road would be ample to build the road, but 
those hopes proved to be delusive. The company were obliged to 
borrow money. They did borrowit, and A, B, C, innocent parties 
who had nothing whatever to do with any wrongdoing connected 
with the making of the land grant, advanced their money and the 
road was completed. 

Now, it is e to visit upon these innocent parties 
any wrongdoing that may have been practiced by the original pro- 
moters of the enterprise. There is no justice or propriety in that. 
These mortgage bonds are held by guardians, by trustees, by 
women, and by other ps and the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. MCRAE] is that they be visited with the 
consequences and be made to er for that former wrongdoing, 
for which they are in no wise responsible. But now, Mr. Speaker, 
there was not any wrongdoing. The gift on the part of the Gov- 
ernment of this 42,000,000 acres of land did not amount to any- 
thing to this company. As I have already said, they have sold 
only 708,000 acres out of the 42,000,000 acres given to them, for 
the simple reason that you might turn a razor-back pig loose on 
the land in that country and it could not get a living. 

Mr. STEELE. That being the case, how did they expect to get 
subscribers along the line of the road to build this road? 

Mr. POWERS. Because in those days there was a great fever 
for building these roads, especially to the Pacific. e Union 
Pacific was being built. Every z turned his attention to the 
project of building railroads to the Pacific Ocean, and everybody 
who put his money in these roads going out West was sadly disap- 


inted. 
. — FOOTE. Where are these arid lands? 

Mr. POWERS. They arein Arizona, the Indian Territory, New 
Mexico, ete., on the line of the road. 

Now, the Government has already forfeited about 13,000,000 or 
14,000,000 acres of the land, and claims the right to forfeit the bal- 
ance; and there is no reason in the world why these people who have 
advanced their money and taken a mortgage upon this road and 
have purchased the property or are about to purchase it in the fóre- 
closure sale should not have the right to be organized into a cor- 
poration. Supposing you have the nag tosay they shall nothave 
the right to do so, how do you leave the property and how do you 
leave the parties? You leave these mortgagees who have investeđ 
their money in these at properties without any right as a cor- 
poration and of continuing the railroad in the interests of the 
people along its lines. 

r. BLACK of Georgia. Will the gentleman state to the House 
the difference between the bill he has offered and the substitute 
offered by the gentleman from Arkansas? 

Mr. POWERS. The substitute offered by the gentleman from 
Arkansas provides very many things that nobody can live under. 
The gentleman, of course, will unfold his plan when he comes to 
it. It is a very objectionable pan. He has injected a penalty, 
consequent on what he says is the wrongdoing on the part of the 
original parties on these innocent parties. Isay that the House 
of Representatives ought to be above that kind of legislation. 

Mr. FLYNN, Is it not a fact that there is no new authority 
conferred apon this company that the old company did not have? 

Mr. POWERS. There is no new authority whatever. If any- 
body will take the trouble to read the bill they will see that the only 
provision in it which is operative is to simply give these parties 
the right to be organized into a corporation. 

Mr. FLYNN. Another question. Is it not a fact that the rail- 
roads can not operate in the Indian Territory without a charter 
from Congress? 

Mr. PO RS. They can not. There is no other way in which 
the road can be operated. It does not pay its current expenses now. 

Mr. KNOX. As to this portion of the road which was the St. 
Louis and San Francisco, was not there a land grant which went 
with that road? 

Mr. POWERS. Very likely. I do not know how that is. 

Mr. KNOX. Did not the whole road pass to that corporation, 
and is it not now operated by it? Is it not that way? 
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Mr. POWERS. I presume that is so. 


t. 

Mr. KNOX. That is a corporation. 

Mr. 3 Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a 
question 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 

Mr. MOODY. My question is, Is it not a fact that this road at 
the present time is not worth any more than the mortgage upon it? 

Mr. POWERS. Probably not. 

Mr. MOODY. Why should any new corporation be permitted 
to issue stock in excess of the amount of the mortgage? 

Mr. POWERS. On the question of stock, the gentleman will 
notice on pese 4 it is to be assessed for money, labor, or property 

n 


that ma ecessary. 
Mr. MOODY. I understand that parey but itis provided 
shall not exceed the aggre- 


I am not familiar with 


that the amount of new issue of stoc 
gate amount which the old company had issued. 

Mr. POWERS. Exactly. 

Mr. MOODY. Now, the old company may have issued without 
consideration a hundred millions of stock. 

Mr. POWERS. The old company, as the gentleman will see 
from the report of the Commissioner of Railroads, issued a capi- 
tal of $79,000,000, which was mortgaged. 

Mr. MOODY. What is the amount of the mortgage? 

Mr. POWERS. The first mo $18,000,000, the second 
$20,000,000, and other bills payable $13,000,000. 

Mr. MOODY. Are those secured by this mortgage? 

Mr. POWERS. They will be secured by this mortgage if this 
additional stock is issued. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Does your bill restore any 

hts that have been forfeited? 

r. POWERS. It does not touch the right of the Government 
to forfeit these lands. It expressly reserves to the Government 
all rights that it now has. And, Mr. Speaker, in this connection 
I wish to say that the United States Government has in its em- 

loy a 75 counsel to look after its land-grant interests, Mr. 
rd h H. Call, and when the original bill was introduced into 
the . and was there pending Mr. Call wrote a letter to Sen- 
ator WHITE in relation to this subject, in pursuance of which 
Senator WHITE made sundry amen ts to the bill then pend- 
ing. Those amendments having been made, and bein, table 
to the counsel of the United States, this bill the Senate 
r gi and I will now ask the Clerk to read the letter of 


Mr. FOOTE. As I understand, this new bill does not 948 
the Government of any rights that it had under the old law 

Mr. POWERS. Of none whatever. 

Mr. PARKER. May I ask the gentleman whether the Govern- 
ment has not some right of free transportation over this road, and 
Lhe emp yO rane he minds asin oat a ae me a 

. POWERS. The Government does havea preferential right 
of transportation over the road for its own business, and this bill 
ressly retains that right. 
PARKER. I do not find it in the bill. 

Mr. TERRY. I would like the gentleman from Vermont to 
point that out in this bill. 

Mr. POWERS. Well, if it is not there, we are perfectly willing 
to have it put in the bill. 

Mr. TERRY. I know, but the gentleman has stated several 
times that this bill preserves all the e fighis of the Goy- 
ernment, and now I want him to point out that provision. 

Mr. POWERS. I supposed that the bill did contain that pro- 
vision; but if it does not, let it be amended. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Then the provision is not in the bill. 

Mr. POWERS. I ask that the Clerk read the letter of Mr. Call. 

The letter was read, as follows: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., March 28. 1896. 
: nited Sta of the 
3 Sır: As special counsel oeme tp enforce the rights of the 


companies, 

29 for the purpose of authorizing Tgnaisation of {he Atlantic 
Jan ‘or the pu of autho: a reo on of 0 0 
and Pacific Railroad | that I first 


Government's interests and righ 0 
8 who are interested in the Atlantic an Pacific Rail. 
and its indeb' 


CC a you 
wi 8 on and requ mee our a ou 
will bare it presented by the Julisiary. Committee as 28 — the 


1 that will ite with reading it, that bill 
i hat von Yi dalie apro a ea a to the Avante 


and Pacific bondholders and interested all that would be fair) 
F incon * 
Owing to the fact that it is ofa t deal of importance to the section 
. and Pacific runs, and to the interests 
southern Oen: O DEP O CAETERAS AE TIORI aly A 
very cheerfully suggest that you use your influence to procure the 


passage of this bill. 
5 JOSEPH H. CALL 
Hon. STEPHEN M. WHITE, 
; United States Senate. 
Mr. POWERS. Now, Mr. , to obviate the objection 
made by the gentleman from Ar and to prevent any possi- 
bility of doubt u the point raised by him, I propose to amend 


the bill, in line 14 of a- 
tion,“ the words and be under the same obligations to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States;“ so that it will provide that the new 
company shall be entitled to hold and possess the franchises and 
propexty so sold, and to exercise the same rights, powers, privi- 

eges, grants, and franchises, including the franchise to be a cor- 
poration, and be under the same obligations to the Government 
of the United States specified in the act of Congress approved July 
27, 1866,” and so on. 

Mr. TERRY. Now, Mr. Speaker, with the permission of the 
gentleman from Vermont, I want to call attention to this point: 
We have just had read from the Clerk’s desk a letter or report 
from the attorney representing the United States, stating that this 
bill protects every right of the Government. There is an official 
statement from an official of the United States to Congress that 
this 8 every right of the Government, and yet in the 
very next breath we find the gentleman in charge of the bill pro- 
7 an amendment to protect certain rights of the Government. 

t shows how much reliance is to be placed on that report from a 
8 whom the gentleman quotes as an authority 
on su 

Mr. GROUT. I think the gentleman from Arkansas misappre- 
hends, I think my colleague does not believe this amendment 
turer but merely offers it to satisfy the gentleman from 


Mr. TERRY. Here is the provision in the old law: 


That said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, or an thereof, shall post 
route and military ms 


pon nef are 
ment transportation. 
That important provision in the original law is entirely left out 


here. 
Mr. GROUT. It is not written into this bill, but it is left 


2, by adding, after the word ‘‘corpor: 


for such Governs 


un as it stands. 

Mr. POWERS. I did not yield to the gentleman from Arkansas 
for a , but merely to ask a question. 

Mr. Y. The gentleman yielded to me to make a sugges- 


tion, if I understood him, and I simply wanted to show the House 
how much reliance could be placed on the report of this Govern- 
ment officer as to the merits of this bill. 

Mr, POWERS. I decline to yield further, Mr. Speaker. Iproe 
posed the amendment not because I erg aap it necessary, for it is 
not n , not because I distrusted the report of the Govern- 
ment counsel, for I do not, but because I wanted to make the bill 
satisfactory to the House. Now, if the amendment I proposed is 
not satisfactory to the gentleman from Arkansas, let him draw 
35 in language as strong as he pleases to use, that 

ill cover the rights of the United States Government, and I shall 
be glad to accept it. Idesire to accept any amendment which will 
get rid of the technical objections of the gentleman from Arkane 
sas to this bill. . 

Mr. TERRY. I do not think that an objection that seeks to 
protect the rights of the United States is simply technical.“ This 
is not a technical objection, the J pence aor) will permit me to say, 

Mr. POWERS. As I have y said, this bill is entirely 
unobjectionable on its merits to any fair-minded man. Objection, 
if made, is made upon technical grounds, and I think it is below 
the dignity of this Co: to throttle a body of gentlemen who 
have put their money into an enterprise to build a railroad, by 
saying that they shall not have the poor boon of organizing them - 

ves into a corporation so that they can operate their property. 

Mr. MOODY. How much stock does the gentleman understand 
this bill authorizes the new corporation to issue? 

. DOCKERY. That is a very pertinent inquiry. 

Mr. POWERS. It authorizes the company to issue stock enough 
to put itself in a condition to o the road. ‘ 

Mr. MOODY. I do not think that the gentleman’s answer ig 
specific enough for the House to act upon. We want to know 
how much stock this company is authorized to issue. 

Mr. POWERS. No man can tell how much it will take for the 
8 Ihave named; but the restriction is that the company 
shali issue stock only for actual property received. 

Mr. MOODY. Oh, no; I beg the gentleman’s pardon. The 
ponas of the bill is that two classes of stock may be issued, 
second class is to be issued in return for pro ; but the 
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first class may be issued in an amount “not to exceed the aggre- 
te amount which the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company 
has alread issued and is now outstanding.” 


: . Exactly. 

Mr. MOODY. Now, — should 8 authorize this cor- 

ration to organize itself upon a er stock basis than the 
debt which has been foreclosed on this property? 42 

Mr. POWERS. For the simple reason that the road as itis 
operated to-day is operated ata loss, and it can not be operated 
successfully withont a further capitalization and the issue of new 
stock. It is proposed that this company be allowed to issue stock 
up to the amount of the outstanding stock, share for share, and 
that afurther amount may beissued for actual money or property 
received by the company, 

Mr. MOODY. I ask the gentleman whether he would agree to 
an amendment in substantially this form: 


ca tion here: 
into shares each of the par value of $100, and shall not exceed the amount of 


the . due and unpaid at the time of the decree of foreclosure: 
Provided, t additional and may bo issued by the corporation 


0 shall ed 
ve its issue and certify that it is issued in conformity to the provisions of 
und act shall 


s act. The total stock issued er provisions of this not 
exceed $100,000,000."* 

That would permit this corporation to make any new invest- 
ments that they may desire. 

a POWERS. Does the gentleman offer that as an amend- | pose 
men 


Mr. MOODY. I will do so with the assent of the gentleman. 

Mr. POWERS. Iam willing to accept that amendment. 

Several MEMBERS. Let it be read. 

The amendment as just proposed by Mr. Moopy was read. 

Mr. POWERS. Now, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MOODY. Is that amendment accepted? 

Mr. POWERS. Yes, sir; I accept it. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment sent to the desk by the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. MITCHELL] will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 7 


Strike out. in lines 31 and ., page 3, after the word“ not," the following: 
assumed A 


And insert: 

“Legally chargeable against said old corporation; ™ 
So as to read: 

“But nothing in this act shall make such purchasers and their associates or 
such new corporation liable for any debts or claims or contracts of the old 
corporation not legally chargeable against said old corporation.” 

Mr. POWERS. There is no objection to the amendment of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. MITCHELL]. 

Mr. TAWNEY. Ihave not been able to obtain a copy of this 
bill. I wish to ask whether it contains any provision for the pro- 
tection of persons who bought lands from the original company 
in the event their title should fail. Is there any provision for the 
protection of persons who now hold lands under contract from 
the old Sie 7 

Mr. POW. . The bill leaves any creditor of the old corpora- 
tion with all the legal rights that he nowhas. We do not under- 
take to legislate here in behalf of creditors or against them. 

Mr. TAW NEY. Iam not speaking of creditors, but of persons 
3 under warranty deeds or under land contracts. 

Mr. POWERS. This does not interfere with any obligation 
(including warranty) which may have been assumed poe former 
corporation. All such obligations remain intact. bill does 
not affect them at all. 

Mr. BRUMM. As a matter of information, I would like to ask 
the gentleman a question. Under the original incorporation there 
were, I presume, land grana from the Government. Theoriginal 
company eviđently sold some of those lands. 

Mr. POWERS. I have already answered the point that the 
entleman is cee ooma to. If he will look at the report of 
he Commissioner of Rai he will see—— 

Mr. BRUMM. The gentleman undertakes to anticipate my in- 
quiry; he may not doso correctly. I say the original company 
evidently sold some of the lands embraced in their land grants. 
When the mo was foreclosed, was not the title of individ- 
uals holding such lands wiped out by the sale under the mortgage? 

Mr. TAWNEY. The gentleman means their rights under the 
8 

Mr. BRUMM. Ido not care whether we call it warranty or title. 

Mr. TAWNEY. The title would not be wi out. 

Mr. BRUMM. It would be if the interest of the mortgagee had 
vested before the land was sold. 

Mr. POWERS. I do not quite understand the suggestion of 
my friend from 8 But I will state to him that we 
could not, by any act of legislation here, destroy the vested rights 
of the p rs of the land. Those who purchased the 
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from the company in the first instance we could not cut out of 
their rights even if we so desired. But there is no such proposi- 
tion in hee bill. 


Mr. BRUMM. I think we can make a condition that the land 
pani originally awarded to this corporation, and sold by them to 

ma fide purchasers, shall not be reinvested in the hands of this 
new corporation. F 

Mr. POWERS. That is reer proves against. Let me 
call the attention of my friend from Pennsylvania to the last pro- 
vision of the bill, which reads: 

Provided further, That n herein contained shall be construed as mak- 
ing any additional grant of or other franchises to such successor cor- 
poration, or as a waiver of any rights of the United States now existing to 
enforce any forfeiture of lands heretofore granted tothe said Atlanticand . 
Pacific Company, or as in any manner affecting the vested rights of 
any settler or settlers on any of the lands heretofore granted to the A tio 
and Pacific Railroad Company or of any purchaser or purchasers of said 
lands from said company. 


Mr. BRUMM. Then the rights that have already vested under 
the previous corporation are to be protected. If that istheintent 
and meaning of the clause, that answers the proposition. j 

Mr. POWERS. That is the meaning of it. 

Mr. KNOX. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. POWERS. I dislike to refuse, but I do not propose to have 
my time exhausted in catechism. Iwill answer any question with 
respect to the bill, but prefer for the present to reserve the remain< 
“fr MCRAE, Mr. Speak ral proposition I 

. Mc : A er, as a general pro on I am o 
dto the granting of Federal charters at ATA I think 2 5 
should be done by the States. In this case it does not appear to 
me that there is any necessity for it. Beyond all question the bill 
as presented should not unless amended in several particulars. 

he original act of July 27, 1866, granted to the Atlantic and 
Pacific Railroad Company 42,000,000 acres of land, and authorized 
175 private individuals, named in the granting act, scattered all 
the way from Maine to California, upon the conditions that they 
should build something over 2,000 miles of railroad from Spring- 
field, Mo., to the Pacific Ocean, before July 4, 1878. That is 
say, that before the title finally passed from the Government this 
construction was to befully completed. Within the time fixed by 
the granting act for the completion of the entire road: they built 
only 125 miles of it. They came to Congress and asked Congress 
to give them the right to mortgage the road, That authority 
brought them no money. They then asked and obtained author- 
ity to mortgage the lands, franchises, privileges, and other rights 
and property. They executed the mort; „but, as I have said, 
they completed only 125 miles of the road within the time fixed in 
the granting act. £ 

The mortgagees deliberately, with the full knowledge of the 
terms of the grant as to the time prescribed for the completion of 
the road, made the mort; due at a later day. There was in- 
serted in the act authorizing the mortgage a provision that any 
forfeiture should extend only to as much thereof as shall be coter- 
minous with or appertain to that of said road which shall 
have been constructed at the time of the foreclosure of said mort- 
gage. These mortagees, at every meeting of the committee when 

he forfeiture bill was being considered, and when Congress 
sought to forfeit the grant, contended that Congress had no au- 
thority to do so under the law. The act of July 6, 1886, was passed 
with the understanding that it would restore to the public domain 
10,795,480 acres of land. And yet in the face of the record they 
have made, after they have violated every condition imposed on 
them by the granting act, they still deny the power to forfeit. 
Congress on 6th day of July, 1886, declared a forfeiture of all 
lands adjacent to and coterminous with the uncompleted portions 
of the road at that time, and attempted in this manner to exercise 
its sovereign right and power to restore to the public domain 
something over 10,000,000 acres of the lands gran These mort- 
gagees and this faithless corporation in the courts of law have 


ever since been fighting the Government and the settlers, and are 


to-day contesting in the Supreme Court of the United States for 
theśe lands upon the same old contention that the Congress of the 
United States had no authority to declare the forfeiture. And yet 
the mortgagees of this corporation come to us with its record of 
broken pledges and asks that we give them the same rights and 
pone and ate aie granted by the grant of July 27, 1866, 

irty years have elapsed since the grant was made, and yet more 
than one-half of the road is unconstructed, the corporation bank- 
rupted and now in the hands of a receiver, being unable to pa; 
interest on its bonds. Across the great Mojave desert, where it 
was expected that by this grant we would secure railroad facil- 
ities, no road has yet been constructed, and there is but little 
prospect of any by this concern. 

Now, if any relief is to be given to these debtors who come 
here as mortgagees—and I will grant for the sake of argument 
that some of them have acted honestly and in good faith in the 
investment of their money—we should see to it (1) that no relief 
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is 5 to the men who acquired this charter and afterwards 
violated every promise made by them and broke every condition 
imposed upon them by the an (2) that the terms of the forfeit- 
ure act of July 6, 1886, shall be first accepted by the new corpora- 
tion as a condition precedent, and that this act shall not take effect 
until they reconvey the lands thus forfeited; (3) that the settlers 
shall have the lands which have been earned and not sold at the 
minimum Government price of $1.25 per acre, and those who 
have purchased fully protected in theirtitles; (4) thatthe bona fide 
debts due for work, labor, material, etc., shall be paid, and (5) 
the stock should be limited to the actual value of the road, so as 
to prevent the watering of the stock, and that the interest shall 
not exceed 4 per cent. The substitute which I have offered will 
secure all of this. If itis not adopted, I hope amendments will 
be that will secure the same on 0 

Mr. Speaker, shall we, by breathing into this corporation anew 
life, permit it to repudiate the honest debts of those who have per- 
formed labor for it? I have provided that all the debts, except 
those due to the old Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe and to the 
St. Louis and San Francisco railroad companies, shall be paid. 
As for these railroad corporations who have wrecked the Atlantic 
and Pacific and themselves, and reorganized, I have no concern, 
They have second mortgages, and as they have been relieved of 
the payment of a part of their debts by similar reorganizations. 
So, if Congress sees fit to give the Atlantic and Pacific relief 
against them, I have no objection, but as to the laborer and the 
mechanic, and those who have legitimate claims growing out of 
the operation of the road, I say it would be legalized repudiation 
to permit these mor creditors to defeat the payment of their 
debts or be prefe to them, even though they may have origi- 
nally invented their money in faith. So Ihave endeavored 
to ee for the protection of these men. 

think that the settlers along the line of the road should be 
protected in their purchases already made, and also by reducing the 
price for which these lands may be sold, so that the price shall be 
no more than the Government price. These lands have been 
withheld from settlement for thirty years. The act of forfeiture 
of 1886 reduced the Government price of land along this grant to 
$1.25 an acre, and I think the railroad lands should not exceed 
that sum. Let us say to this corporation, If you are to be reor- 
ganized under authority from Congress, you first accept as 
a condition precedent the terms imposed by the forfeiture act of 
1886; and you shall sell the lands you have earned or acquired to 
actual settlers at the price at which the Government sells its pub- 
lic lands;”. and further, that purchasers shall be protected, as the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Gr. TAWNEY] suggested a moment 
ago, as to sales already måde. 

r. POWERS. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. MCRAE. Certainly. 

Mr. POWERS. I wish to say to the 1 that if he has 
any amendment providing that the land shall be sold at $1.25 an 
acre, it will be entirely acceptable, for you can not sell them for 
50 cents an acre. 

Mr. GROUT. All that have been sold so far have brought only 
50 cents an acre. 

Mr. McRAE. Vote for my substitute and Fits will get it. If 
you will not do that, then perfect the bill in that respect. Way 
should there be any objection to my proposition to limit the stoc. 
to be issued by this company as reorganized to the actual amount 
due upon mortgages and other just indebtedness such as that pro- 
vided for by section 4 of my substitute? Why should we give this 
new corporation authority from the Congress of the United States 
to do what the old one did, water its stock and enrich its stock- 
holders at the expense of the Government and people? The old 
incorporators contributed nothing to the build of this road. 
These do not propose to contribute anything to it. I question 
whether the old set 3 and in good faith appropriated the 
money they borrowed from the bondholders. The most that ought 
under any circumstances to be done is to protect the honest bonded 
debt; but so far as the 3 is concerned, I appeal to 
Congress to study the history of this grant before authorizing a 
reissue of any part of it with a charter to go forth and rob ship- 
pers and settlers. We should also provide for a low rate of inter- 
est upon the bonds and stock, say not exceeding 4 per cent. 
Mx. Speaker, I propose the substitute which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk, and I ask that it be now read. It embodies every pro- 
vision that I have referred to, and will, I think, protect every 
valid interest involved. While I dislike to vote for a charter to 
reorganize or to 5 a Federal corporation by authority of the 
Congress of the United States, I am willing to do so in this case 


if gentlemen will accept these conditions; but I want it under- 
stood that the forfeiture which was declared ten years ago must be 
madea condition precedent tothe reorganization. They shall not, 
with my consent, stand in one branch of this Government deny- 
ing the right of Congress to make a forfeiture, and in the other 
branch aski rmission from Congress to live. Lask the Clerk to 
read the 2 which I now offer for the bill and amendments. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


in any suit or suits for the foreclosure of any of th 

ney ay 0 e mortgages heretofore 
anew by fil 
of the secre’ 


ma 
road and rty, with a certificate, sign 
ees by them, — ons hh x arated 3 

irectors, and a an of reorganization said ‘chase: 
which such purchase ahs ‘made. Upon filing such 


or pursuant to w such p shall have been e. U fili: 
certificate such purchasers, their associates, successors, and — abe ih 
the names: ed in said certificate, the to be a corporation 


pecifi possess fran 

with the same limitations and powers as the Atlantic and Pacific 
Company, and shall be subject to all the obligations and duties heretofore 
imposed by Con upon said company, and may uire and hold any 
broperty of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad 2 i t as a 

condition precedent to reorganization the purchasers of the railroad propert 
and their associates shall relinquish in writing all claim, righ Adder no 
th: ted 2 a rie 117 Brite, hich ray 
© gran an emnity W. are adjacent 
— 15 coterminous with the uncompleted portions of the road, on the 928 day 
y, 1886. 


That no herein shall be held to revive any right hereto- 
fore forfeited or to extend to said purchasers at said foreoieare sale any 
other rights than those mentioned in the ori ng act and not for- 


and fran- 


m heretofore executed by authority of Con t the time of th 
a see sale, and the debi Aan — liabilities protected and pro- 


authorized at stockholders’ meetings; and any stock issued con 
shall rtgage shall be 


register of deeds of county through and into which said railroad may 
run as sufficient proof and notice of its legal execution and effectual deliv: 
ann = lien bacon created. : = 

“SEC. 2. That such successor company, its successors and assigns, and an 
purchaser of lands at such foreclosure sale under such mor 8 
executed by said company other than bona fide purchasers for actual settle- 
ment and cultivation, shall sell to any applicant therefor, for pu of 
actual settlement and cultivation by such applicant, in tracts of not lessthan 
40 nor more than 160 acres each, at a price not exceeding $1.25 per acre, an 
agricultural land then unsold heretofore granted by Congress to the Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad Company and acquired by purchasersat said foreclosure 
sale as aforesaid: Provided, That said company may reserve to itself, its suc- 
cessors and in the sale of any lands applied hereunder, al! coal neces- 
sary for use in the maintenance and operation of said railroad which may be 
found therein and open for mining prior to such foreclosure sale, and the right 
to take therefrom gravel for its own uses: Provided, however, That said com- 

y shall have the right to reserve from sale hereunder and to otherwise 

of such tracts or bodies of arid lands as it shall deem necessary or 

„ 0d 

com es or ons organ under and subjec e laws of the 
States in which such lands are situated. 

“BEC. 3. That neither the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company nor such 
successor corporation, its successors or assigns, shall consolidate its stock, 
or the stock at any time by it held in any su corporation, with, or 
sell, convey, or lease said railway, or by other corporate action give control 
or management over and of the same, to any corporation, company, person, 
or association of persons whatever without the consent of Con ; and any 
contract entered into by said successor company in violation of the provisions 
hereof shall be null and void, and may be enjoined at the suit of the United 
States or any State in which said road or any part thereof is situate in an 
court of competent jurisdiction: Provided, That nothing herein containe 
shall be construed as making any additional t of lands to such successor 
corporation, or a waiver of any right of the United States now existing to 
enforce any further forfeiture of lands heretofore granted to the said Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad Company, or asinany manner affecting the vested rights 
of any settler or settlers on any of the lands heretofore granted to the Atlantic 
and c Railroad Company, or of any purchaser or purchasers of any such 
lands from said company, or to extend to any purchasers at said foreclosure 
sale, or any subsequent foreclosure sale under the mor s hereby author- 
ized, any other or different rights than those heretofore gran 
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company. 

“Sec. 4. That all debts, Conanin ana abilities due or owing by said Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad Company. Ww ted, 
in any State or Territory through or into which its line of railroad extends to 


said railroad company in the 5 of freight and passengers, includ- 
ing damages for injuries to employees or others, and to property, which 
accrued, or upon which suit has — broug and din 

which judgments t said 


unsa! 

sed or cost bonds, or in garnishment proceedings, without regard to the 
date of such bonds, together with all debts and liabilities which such receiver 
may have incu in operating said Atlantic and 0 and its 
branches, inclu claims for injuries to person and property, shall be paid 
by such reo ereon against such 


final company and its property, 
and bea prior vided further, tif the holders 

bonds secured by the first 3 the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany shall surrender their bonds and accept in lieu thereof bonds or stock or 


JJV tapenade na oa Ea noe ok the tale cl eee ede, 
or Ot such land, or in ‘t 01 e ure of suc. ©, 
or in respect to the lHability of said Atlanticand Pacific Railroad Company on 


said con ts for the sale of lands, shall 
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such successor company with the same force and effect and in the same man- 
ner as against the Atlantic and Pacific Company; and such successor 
company, upon making compensation for such loss of title or failure to com- 
ply with the conditions of such land contracts, be subrogated to the 
rights of such purchaser in respect of the lands for which such compensa- 
tion shall have Seen made: And provided further, That the reorgan: rail- 
road oompany provided for in this act shall, for ail- purposes of judicial 
jurisdiction. held and deemed to be a citizen and corporation of the 
respective States into which its nch or spur 
thereof, may extend, or in which any such corporation may conduct or carry 
on any ‘business, and the service of process upon such corporation may be 
de according to the laws of the respective States in which suits Shall 
e And wided Further, That nothing herein shall be held or 
construed to impair or in any manner to affect the rights of any unsec' 
creditors of the Atlantic and Pacific Company, or to change or 
impair the lien of any judgments or demands, if otherwise effective, against 
any property of said company not embraced in prior and superior liens 
or passing to the purchasers at such foreclosure sale. And it being the 
urpose and intend. of this act to authorize the creation of a corporation 
for railroad rather than for ie a , it is provided further 
that all lands herein referred to should sold from time to time when a 
nable price is offered therefor; and if, after five years from the date of 
0 of this act, it shall be ascertained by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, subject to the right of appeal, that any such lands, except 
such as may ri 3 be reserved by said newly o corporation. 
under the Perlen ereof, for which a reasonable price, to be de ed 
by the Secretary of the Interior, has been offered, shall be held or reserved, 
first, by such newly o corporation; or, second, held by any other cor- 


line of railway, or any 


ration, person, persons, or association for the use or benefit of such newly 
Srganized corporation; or, third, held by any corporation or association in 
which any stockholder, offi „or member of such newly o; ed corpo- 


ration bea member, officer, or stockholder; or, fourth, held by any stock- 
holder, officer, director, or member of such newly o d corporation, 
then such land, or any part of it, so held or reserved s immediately revert 
to the United States: and such holding or reservation may be ascertained in 
a suit by any person asking to make preemption, homestead, or cash entry 
of any tract or tracts of such land; and such person, if successful, be 
entitled to take the contested land according to the entry made; but no for- 
‘eiture under the third subdivision above shall take place, provided the stock 
the newly organized company, on account of the ownership of which a 
forfeiture ht be worked, be forfeited and canceled on the books of 


the ies par 
or board of 
to make such forfeiture and cancellation and a 


respect 
of pie business affairs of said tion as were . and possessed by 
stockholders of said original Atlantic and c Railroad Company: 
The time and manner of holding elections for officers and directors o! d 
ccessor corporation, the number of said directors, and the making of 
-laws and transferring and voting stock shall be the same as existed under 
e original act incorporating said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company 
and any and all acts amendatory thereto. 
SG. G. That Congress shall at all times have the power to alter, amend, 
or repeal this act.” 


Mr. MCRAE. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. POWERS. Now, Mr. Speaker 

Mr. McRAE. Mr. Speaker, I believe I have the floor, 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkansas. 

Mr. McRAE. Mr. Speaker—— 


C LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. BINGHAM. Before the gentleman proceeds, if he will 
allow me, I should like to ask the chairman of the committee if 
he will permit me to introduce the legislative bill, that it may be 
printed and referred. 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 

Mr. BINGHAM, from the Committee on 3 
pence a bil (H. R. 9643) making appropriations for the legis- 

tive, executive, and judicial e s of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes; which 
Was read a first and second time, and, with the accompanyin 
report, ordered to be printed and referred to the Committee o 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. . 


ATLANTIO AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. McRAE. Mr. Speaker, this proposed substitute is identical 
in many respects with the resolution passed by the House and 
Hegel from the Committee on the Judiciary at the last session 

or the reorganization of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. 
Except as to the condition as to the forfeiture act, the price of 
land, and the limitations upon the issue of stock to be issued and 
the interest on it, I think it is identical. I donot understand why 
we should give the Atlantic and Pacific any greater privileges in 
the matter of a reorganization than we did the Northern Pacific. 
The debts provided for are those which the courts usually direct 
receivers to consider as preferred claims. The bill, unlessamended, 
would put in the power of the new corporation the right to deny 
the phn of them. Although the gentleman who presents 
this bill talks very long and loud about the righteousness of the 
bondholders’ claims, he has not said anything about these small 
debts that may be due to laborers and employees of the railroads, 
and whose rights should be sacred with us. 

Mr. HARRISON, Why take that power from the courts and 
even a in this act? 

Mr. McRAE. Because these mortgagees have come here and 
ask to be taken out of court by a new scheme of reorganization 

hich involves the repudiation of some debts due from the old 
concern. 


Mr. HARRISON. Can the court give them power to exist as a 
corporation? 

. MCRAE. But when we give them the right to exist and 
be a corporation and grant them all the rights of the old corpora- 
tion we should give them that power with the emphatic declara- 
tion that they s pay their laborers and other debts for improv- 
ing and operating the road, and that they can not have it until 


wie fe pay them. 
$ HARRISON. Would not the courts protect them anyway? 

Mr. MCRAE. The courts can not protect them when we sa 
in this bill, which permits them to be organized, that they 
not be held liable for any debts ‘‘ not expressly assumed in their 
contract of purchase at said judicial sale. 

Mr. RISON. I understand an amendment has been 
offered and adopted legally only requiring them to assume the 
debts that they ey assume on the sale. 

Mr. MCRAE. I do not know of any amendment that has been 
adopted. We have not yet closed debate, Here is what the act 
says: 

But nothing in this act shall make such purchasers and their associates or 


such new corporation liable for aay Cove or claims or contracts of the old 
i iets ng not expressly assumed in their contract of purchase at said judi- 
e. 


Mr. MITCHELL. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt. 
him and ask that the Clerk be allowed to read an amendment 
which I have offéred, and which has been accepted, which sub- 
stitutes the words legally chargeable against said old corpo- 
ration” for the words expressly assumed in their contract of 
2 = said judicial sale.” This amendment cures the defect 

e refers to. 

Mr. MCRAE, I do not care to have it read in my time. The 
gentleman can have it read in his. If he wants to protect this 
class of debts, I s that he should join us in the effort to 
put the protection in the charter. If you want the laboring men 
and honest creditors of the old concern protected, put it into the 
act and leave nothing to construction. Almost this entire grant 
has been lost to the people by construction. 

Mr. Speaker, I am familiar with this grant and the efforts to 
forfeit it, and I say to you that the history of the corporation for 
thirty years has been that of broken pledges and an effort to get 
all it could and give as little return as possible to the people. Now, 
I yield ten minutes to my colleague, Judge TERRY. 

r. TERRY. I desire tosend up an amendment and wish it 


read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkansas presents the 
following amendment. e Chair thinks there are quite a number 
of amendments pending which ought to be di of before any 
more are considered. 

Mr. TERRY. I want it read and considered pending, to be voted 
on at the proper time. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend "y adding, after the word “sale,” in line 28, 8, the followin: 

But such new company shall be subject to all the o tions and de 
to which said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Com was subject under its 
charter or act of incorporation, and nothing in this ack shall be held todeprive 
the United States of any right or remedy they may at any time have had 
against said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company.” 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the attention of the 
House to what is the real effect of this bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on Pacific Railroads. It in effect gives the purchasers by 
sale all the rights, privileges, and immunities of the old company, 
and does not impose upon the new company a single one of the 
obligations of the old company either to the Government of the 
United States or to anybody else. 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman yield to me a moment? I 
can relieve my friend, although the House would be greatly en- 
tertained by hearing him. I will accept that amendment. 

Mr. TERRY. That is all right. Lam glad you are in that 
frame of mind; but I do not propose to be cut off by what you 
may accept at the present time. [Laughter.] Now, let us look 
at the bill. It is not often that a man can get the floor, but when 
he does he does not want to be shut off by such an offer of con- 
cession as that made b = friend from Vermont. Here is the 
provision of the original bill: -i 

Shall stitute hich shall be entitled toh 
the franchises and prop arty so sold and to exercise the same 9 powers, 
privileges, grants, and franchises, including the franchise to be 
granted by the act of Congress approved July 27, 1866. 

a N ot a word said about any of its obligations, or its debts, or its 
uties. 

Now, I want to call the attention of this House to the very words 
of the section in the original charter, which the people of the United 
States have an interest in: 

SRO. 20. And be it further enacted, That to better accomplish the object of 
this act, namely, to promote the public interests and welfare by the construc- 
tion of said railroad and telegraph lines and keeping the same in workin, 
order, and to secure to the Government at all times, particularly in times 
Congrosa E aaan A POSEA O ck deara fO oneei rap ogg en PT 
and Pacific Railroad Company, alter, ecient, OF repeal this act. 


a corporation, 
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Now, I want this charter of this new com 
the rg cine of 5 E provisions saor 55 22 or in 
behal the of the Uni tates. et, Mr. 

3 A United 


y to be subject to 


we have the nishing spectacle of an officer of the 

States Government, who it is said has examined this 

allowing to go unprotected the rights of the United States an 
recommending to this House a bill that does not protect a single 


one of these important rights. 

Mr. POWERS. Will gentleman yield a moment? 

Mr. TERRY. Certainly. 

Mr. POWERS. If the gentleman will take the trouble to look 
at the bill, he will find that section 2 reads as follows: 


* Congress at all times shall have power to alter, amend, or repeal this 
ac 


Mr. TERRY. Les, sir; but there is no provision with the 
same power and strength of e that contained in section 
20 of the existing law, and I want that preserved, and I want the 

right of the United States to regulate the rates of transportation 
of Government troops, supplies, etc., preserved. It is true that 
the gentleman has made a concession upon that point, but that is 
a matter to be passed on by the House, and I would rather have 
the amendment in the language that I have proposed. I have 
called the attention of the House to these matters to show how 
this bill was Sati. eng in originally with a certificate by a Govern- 
ment officer that the rights of the Government would be perfectl 
protected under it, It may be, sir, that it is considered by su 
Officials that the Government of the United States, whilst it may 
have rights against individuals, has none against such a corpora- 
tion as this. It simply shows the representatives of the people 
how ey ee, must scan legislation of this kind. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, I say that this House ought not to pass 
this bill in any haste. I have presented the suggestions that have 
occurred to me, and I alsorecommend to every Representative 
here who desires to protect the people of the United States to exam- 
ine this bill carefully and see to it that it is not railroaded through 
here at the speed that is proposed. x 

One other thing: Another part of the bill proposes to relieve the 
new company from existing debts and claims. As suggested by 
my colleague [Mr. McRae], it is usual for the courts in appoint- 
ing receivers to provide that certain debts shall be preferred and 
shall be a lien upon the property, and that provision is contained 
in the substitute of my eague. In some instances the courts 
sppoiniing receivers have not put such a provision in their orders, 
and where the courts have failed to protect the rights of the people 
I think the Congress of the United States ought to step in and do 
what the courts have failed todo. The courts failed to protect 
the rights of the people in the order appointing a receiver for the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, and we stopped in and tried to do it. 
Let us step in here and try to protect them in this case. I do not 
know whether the court did its duty in the matter or not, but if it 


did this provision will not do any harm 
I yield the time to my colleague . sean 
r. MCRAE. Mr. Speaker, I yield the gentleman from 


Ilinois . COOKE]. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. er, I desire to ask if it is in 
order to offer an amendment to the substitute of the gentleman 
from Arkansas? 

The SPEAKER. The substitute can be amended, but the vote 
must be taken first on the original bill. 

Mr.McRAE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say that the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Illinois pe CooKE] is entirely 
satisfactory to me, and if the House will consent, I am willing 
that it shail become a part of the substitute. 

The SPEAKER, It can be ted only by the House. 

Mr. MCRAE. I say that if the House consent I am willing 
that it shall be made a part of the substitute. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I ask that the amendment be read. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Illinois, which will be pending. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

In section 1 of the substitute, after the words “ shall relinquish in writing,” 
insert the following: and convey to the United States, by a proper. deed 


instrument, to be filed with and approved aoe rat Bra — — 
ince en aeons Dane hc adi asap and before act shall take 

Mr. MCRAE. Now, Mr. Sag rie yield one minute to the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. MCEWAN]. ; 

5 5 N Mr. Speaker, the amendment that I wish to 
offer is for the purpose 

The SPEAKER. Is it an amendment to the original bill? 

Mr. McEWAN. It is an amendment striking out from the bill 
all pow relates to releasing this proposed purchaser from debts 
and claims, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that amendments 
would not be in order under the rule until the pending amend- 
ments are disposed of. 

Mr.McEWAN. Mr. Speaker, I have watched the matter closely, 


and I submit that there is but one amendment to that i 

part of this bill. 3 
6 There can be only one amendment pending 

at a time. 

Mr. McEWAN. All the others have been accepted. 

The SPEAKER. But they have not been accepted by the 
House. They have been by the proposer of the pill, but 
that is not a i e until the House ratifies it. 

Mr. McEWAN, ask that my amendment be considered as 


The rechten That can not be done, except by unanimous 
consen 

Mr. MCEWAN. Then I ask unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from New Jersey asks unani- 
mous consent that his amendment be considered as pending, to 
be taken up in its regular order. 

Mr, MEWAN. Mr, Booker, the maania 

. McEV ` Speaker, the gentleman from Arkansas 
has kindly yielded me one minute, and I use it merely to say that 
if the payment of wages for labor be now protected by the courts 
and given a lien superior to this mortgage, then it is not becoming 
rc ee bo change ae W in this re t and to 
impose a greater burden upon labor than it now bears by ordering 
the courts in their decree not to include unpaid wages. If labor 
be not protected by law, then certainly there is no occasion for 
the insertion of the provision in the bill, for then the law will 
operate to relieve the purchasers from the payment of wages, 
So, either way, this clause of the bill ought to be stricken out— 
2 the words beginning in line 29 and extending down to 

e 82: 
But nothing in this act shall make such purchasers and their associates o 


such new n liable for any debts or claims on contracts of tho ol 
Zucht ale not expressly . — in their contract of purchase at maid 


Mr. McRAE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the remainder of my time, 

The SPEAKER. The question will now be taken on the amend- 
ments as they will be by the Clerk. The first amendment to 
be voted on is that of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. LACEY]. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Add as a new section the 8 

“SEC. 3. Where the line of such way is now located within the limits of 
any State, or where such line is now located within a Territory which may 
hereafter o a State, such State, or such Territory when it shall become 
a State, shall be empowered to require such corporation to become incor 
rated within such State or States as may be provided by the laws thereof,” 


Mr. POWERS. There is no objection to that amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

j The next amendment (offered by Mr. Moopy) was read, as fol- 
Ows: 

Amend by striking out Rhy tp pri Rie ekg gas Fi page 2, line 22, 
word . on men 8, line 41, and inserting the tiger tne 8 
The capital stock of the corporation he authorized shall be divid 
2... Sarto mete Pte 

e at the time o s 
Provided” that additional red bonds may be — by the corporation 
upon the payment into its treasury therefor the full par value thereof in 
cash. No stock shall be issued until the Secretary of the interior shall ap- 
Pik bot, ‘The total etock iavned “under: the proviekaae st this Gov AT 
exceed $100,000,000." 3 iia 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment (offered by Mr. MITCHELL) was read, as 
follows: 

Strike out after the word not,” in line 31, the following: Express! 
ere! in their contract of 5 — at'eni judicial len and p ppum 
“ Legally chargeable against old corporation.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. POWERS. I now call for the previous question. 

Mr. TERRY. Ihave an amendment pending. 

Mr. POWERS. I believe the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. 
BRODERICK] desires to offer an amendment. 

Mr. TERRY. Ihave an amendment pending. 

The SPEAKER. Is it an amendment to the substitute or to the 


bill? 

Mr. TERRY. It is an amendment to the original bill, which I 
understand we have a right to perfect before the vote is taken on 
the substitute. 

TheSPEAKER. Certainly. The Clerk will report the amende 
ment of the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. TERRY]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by adding after the word “sale,” in line 28. 

“But such new company shall be subject to all the ob 
to which said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company was subject under its 
charter or act of incorporation; and nothing in this act shall be held to de- 

ve the United States of any right or remedy they may at any time have 

against said Atlantic and pacific Railroad Company.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. There is another amendment—that of the 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. McEwan]—which the Clerk 
will read. This amendment is pending by order of the House, 


3, the followings 
tions and du 
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The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the follewing words after the word 
down to and — — wi 

“But nothing in act 
or Bom pat 
— 

Mr. POWERS. The whole object of this amendment has been 
accomplished hy the tion of the amendment of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. CHELL]. I hope, therefore, that this 
amendment will be voted down. 

Mr. McEWAN. I disagree with the tleman from Vermont 
[Mr. Powers]. The intent af my has not been accom- 
Plished. The purpose of that amendment is to remit this whole 
matter to the courts, in order that it may be decided in accordance 
with the law as it now stands. My amendment will strike from 
the bill all reference to existing debts or claims, and will leave 
that whole matter to be decided by the courts in accordance with 
the law. My hope is that the courts will find some way to enforce 


the payment of wages. 

There must be some in putting into the bill the words 
which I propose to strike out. That purpose must be to change 
w. If the words do not change existin; put as’! ae 
3 e 


E 
. 
i 
7 


existing 

superfluous; and if they do, they should not be in thi 
House wishes to be safe in this matter, it ought toadopt myamend- 
ment striking out those words, and allow the courts to decide the 
whole question in accordance with the present law. Let the courts 
determine whether the debts inc for labor should or should 
not be paid under the law as it now stands. I am quite certain 
that Py 1 not accomplished by the other amendments. 

Mr. 0 . I Wish to ask the gentleman how the courts 
can enforce anything that is not legally enforceable? The amend- 
ment . adopted makes all claims which 
are legally chargeable against the old corporation binding upon 
the new corpora the gentleman has in view debts which 
can not be enforced in the courts, I presume we do not wish to 
enforce their collection. I believe the aforesaid amendment will 
absolutely protect the wage earners, and it was for their protec- 
tion and the protection of other similar creditors that I offered the 
amendment taking away from the reo ized company the power 
to assume or not, as they elected, the debts of the old company. 

Mr. McEWAN. In answer to the gentleman, I would say that 
if the House wants to accomplish 
tleman from New York it will undoubtedly accomplish that pur- 

ose and my own in a better way by leaving out reference to 
bts and and contracts. There is no doubt about that. 

If it be for the purpose of having something put before the court 
to be construed, all right; have it as the gentleman from New 
York has it. But if you want to say to the court, ‘‘Construe it 
according to the statutes on the statute book, or, in case there is 
no statute, arn 3 to the acreage law,” that is fr diferent 

uestion. way to accompli ə gentleman’s purpose, 
if that is what he wants, is to e to which I 
have referred. s 

Mr. POWERS. The import of my friend’s suggestion is that 
you instruct the court how they s decide a question. Now, it 
seems to me that we had better leave it to the court and not ham- 
per them by saying, You must decide so and so.” 

Mr. MCEWAN. Let me ask the gentleman: Is this a new law 
so far as the debts and claims involved are concerned? 

Mr. POWERS. Notatall. The Supreme Court of the United 
States, in the case of Fosdick ys. Schall, have preserved all the 
rights of laborers on railroads, in an opinion delivered by Chief 
Justice Waite, and which has been confirmed a half dozen times 
since. There is no trouble about that, as far as their protection 
is concerned. 

Mr. MCEWAN. Then 353 agrees with me in 
my assertion that there is no reason for these words appearing in 
the bill. That being the case, let us strike them out. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. N. Let us have the amendment and that por- 
S in reported. 

e amendment proposed by Mr. McEwan was 

The question being taken on the amendment, thie Hoia vided; 
and there were—ayes 23, noes 36. 

So the amendment was rej 

Mr. TAWNEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer the amendment 
I send to the desk, to be added to the first section of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: : 

And provided further, That in e case of failure of the title to any lan 
sonveved or contracted to be sold by said 2 and a Railroad Gom- 

any an of suc or assigns, 
Kad. or in respect of the failure pee or in respect to the liability of 
said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company on said contracts for the sale of 


lands, shall survive and may be enf against such syccessor com with 
the sate force and effect ond in the same manneras j the Atlantic and 
ic 


Railroad Company; and such successor company, upon ramp. con 
pomno for such loss of title or failure tocom ty with tbe conditions such 
d contracts, shall be subrogated to the ee a 
lands for which such compensation 


of such purchaser in respect 


of the have been made, 


the apparent purpose of the gen- 


Mr. POWERS. That amendment is entirely acceptable. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is on the amendment 
gentleman 


posed to the substitute, by the from Illinois A 


hope it 
will be voted down. . 
Mr. McRAE. On the adoption of the substitute, Mr. Speaker, 
I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 71, nays 163, not 
voting 121; as follows: 


YEAS—71. 

Abbott, Cooke, III. McCormick, Shuford, 
Aldrich, T. H. Cooper, Tex. McCulloch, Sparkman, 
Allen, Cor! McDearmon, Spanon; 
Bailey, Cox, 2 p wart, N. J. 
Baker, Cummings, cLaurin, tokes, 
Baker, N. H. Dinsmore, McRae, Strait, 
Bankhead, Dockery, Meyer, Strowd, N. O. 

$ Hall, Money, Swanson, 

ett, Ga. Howard, Moses, Talbert, 

Bartlett, N. Y. Hutcheson, Murphy, Tate, 
Ba, Colo. . — A Tha 

We wson, oonan, 
ences Little, Ogden, Towne, 
Buck, Maddox, . Tyler, 
Clardy. Otjen, Wilson, 8. C. 
Cockrell, Marsh, Pendleton, Woodard, 
Colson, Martin, Richardson. Yoakum. 
Connolly, McClure, Sayers, 

NAYS—163. 

Adams, Ellis, Knox, Sauer! 
Anderson, Erdman, Kyle, —— 
Arnold, Pa. Evans, Lacey, Sim 
Arnold, R. I. Lefever, Smith, III. 
Aeee m t re Southard. 

ey, 00 5 u 
Barrett, zo e 5 
Beach, Gardner, Loud, Sperry, 
Bell, Tex. Ser u Low, Stahle, 
pana gien, 2 s Rusos; 

— 5 „ Mass. Mahon, — 
— a ne, 
Black, Griswold, McClellan, Stone, W. A. 
Blue, Grout, McLachlan, Strode, Nebr. 
Brewster, Grow, Me: trong, 
Broderick, Hager, Miller, W.Va. Sulloway, 
Brosius, ner, Nebr. 

Bull, Halterman, Minor, Wis. 
Burrell, Hardy, e Tayler, 
Burton, Mo. 3 
Burton. Ohio bark Moody, Tracewell, 
Cannon, Hatch, Morse, Tracey, 
Chickering, Heatwole, Mozley, Treloar, 
Clark, Mo. Heiner, Pa. Northway, Turner, Ga. 
Clarke, Ala. way U: 
5 Owens, Van Voorhis, 
Cook, Payne, Walker, 
Cousins, Hopkins, Phillips, N tson, 
‘a 
Gal 1 Hubbard, Piney’ Wellington” 
u ney, 

Curtis, Iowa uff, Poole, Williams, 
Curtis, Kans. Hulick, Powers, Willis, 
Curtis, N. V. Hunter, Prince, Wilson, Idaho 
Dalzeli, Hurley, - Pugh, Wilson; Ohio 
Daniels, Raney, Wood, 
Dingley. Johnson, Cal. Ray, W. 

ver, Johnson, N. Dak. Reeves, Woomer, 
Dovener, Kerr, Rinaker, Wright. 
Draper, Kirkpatrick, Royse, 

NOT VOTING—12L 

Acheson, Doolit Reyburn, 

; Eddy, Ke Ro La. 
Aldrich, W. v. Filed Kiefer, Robinson, Pa. 
Aldrich, Kleberg. Rusk, 

Allen. Utah Fenton, K Russell, Conn. 
Andrews, La: Russell, 
rie 3 Leighty, Scranton, 
ood, Fowler, Leisenring, Nettle, 
Gamble, Leonard, Shafroth, 
Baker, Ma Goodwyn, Lester, Shannon, 
Bartholdt, Grosvenor, Lewis, Shaw, 
reg ¥ Hadley, Linton, — 
lack, N. Y. Hanly, Livingston, mith, Mich. 
Boatner, Harmer, Loudenslager, Sorg, 
Boutelle Harris, McCall, Tenn. Southwick, 
Bromwell, Hartman, McCreary, Ky. Stallings, 
Brown. Henderson, MeMillin, Sulzer, 
Calderh, Hendrick, Meiklejohn, Tucker, 
Catchings, Henry, Conn. Meredith, Turner, Va. 
Clark, Iowa ovara, iles, Van 
Cobb, Miller, Kans. W. 
Coffin, Hilborn, 8 Walker, Va. 
Cooper, Wis. Hill. Miner, N. Y. Wanger, 
Cowen, Hitt, Murray, Warner, 
Crowley, Howe, New 2 
Crum Hauling, Ove 12 
es — WHS. 
e, son, A 
De Armond, 3 Ind. 
Denny, ones, 
De Witt, Joy, a 
So the substitute was rejected. 
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Mr. LIVINGSTON. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore Or. PAYNE). Was the gentle- 
man in the Hall of the House, and did he fail to hear his name? 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. I did not hear my name called. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Was the gentleman in the Hall 
of the House at the time his name should have been called? 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. I do not know whether I was or not. I 
came out of the barber shop while the roll was being called. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under the gentleman’s state- 
ment the Chsir can not entertain the request. 

The Clerk announced the following pairs: 

For this day: 

Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. SULZER. 

Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. MCMILLIN. 

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER with Mr. LIVINGSTON, 

Mr. LEISENRING with Mr. LESTER. 

Mr. PARKER with Mr. KENDALL. 

Mr. Prrney with Mr. KLEBERG. 

Mr. ScRaNTON with Mr. CROWLEY. 

Mr. ANDREWS with Mr. ELLETT. 

Mr. MCCALL of Tennessee with Mr. DE ARMOND. 

Mr. ROBINSON of Pe Ivania with Mr. CATOHINGS. 

Mr. with Mr. JONES. 

Until further notice: 

Mr. EDDY with Mr. MINER of New York. 

Mr. HDE with Mr. HENDRICK. 

Mr. Huld with Mr. COWEN. 

Mr. Crump with Mr. Sore. 

Mr. HILL with Mr. STALLINGS. 

Mr. LEWIS with Mr. ROBERTSON of Louisiana. 

Mr. REYBURN with Mr. WHEELER. 

Mr. Surrn of Michigan with Mr. TUCKER. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Thé SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the engross- 
ment and third reading of the bill. ; 

Mr. COOKE of Ilinois. Mr. § er, I offer the following 
amendment to the first section of the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Illinois 
offers an amendment, which the Clerk will report. 

Mr. POWERS. I believe the previous question has been ordered. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I did not understand that the previous 
question had been ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is informed that the 
previous question not ordered. 

Mr. POWERS. I moved it, and I supposed it was ordered by 
the House. No objection was made. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks the amend- 
ment is in order. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After section 1 insert: 

“Provided further, That as a condition precedent to reo! 
chasers of railroad prope and their associates 


States (by a r deed or instrument to 
Secre of the Interior bein 15 months 


Mr. Speaker, I desire to vote. 


which were 
the road on the 6th day of July, 1886.’ 


Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, in support of the amend- 
ment, I would say that I understand there are millions of acres of 
unearned land grants involved here; that the original company 
has neglected to complete the road in accordance with its original 
charter; that it has not earned the land grants, and that there is 
litigation pending concerning it. Yet the purchasers are here 
asking us 5 to give a new charter, to give them a stand- 
ing RLS y they may claim this unearned land to theextent of mil- 
lions of acres. It seems to me only a wise and proper precaution 
to require them to relinquish that land grant upon those portions 
of the road which have been 8 abandoned by the old cor- 
poration, and that the purchasers under the foreclosure should 
not and could not acquire any equitable right to such unearned 
grants. They at least ought to drop that much. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. S er—— 

Mr, LACEY. I should like to ask the gentleman a question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
Mr. POTS recognized. 

Mr. POWERS. I yield to the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. LACEY. Ishould like to ask the gentleman from Illinois 
why the act of Congress declaring a forfeiture of all unearned 
land grants coterminous with uncompleted portions of the rail- 
road, which act is already a law-—why that does not dispose of 
this whole question? 

Mr. COOKE of Ilinois. Mr. S. er, the act in question is an 
act which we shall simply be following and carrying into effect 
by the adoption of this amendment. Our action in adopting this 
amendment will be in entire consonance with the provision of law 
now in force, to which the gentleman has referred. There is 


case as this entirely consistent with the existing law, which would 
forfeit these land ts because the company has not earned 
them and has abandoned those portions of the road. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, the Government of the United 
States has already instituted a suit to declare a forfeiture of these 
very lands. The suit is now pending. It is being argued in the 
Supreme Court of the Uni States to-day, and it seems to me 
we should not undertake to blackmail this company as the con- 
dition apon which they shall have the right to organize into a 
corporation. 

e SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois pil. CooKE]. 

The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr, 
COOKE of Illinois) there were—ayes 78, noes 43. 

Mr. POWERS. I demand the previous question on the passage 
of the bill. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. POWERS, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment bills 
of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 1891) granting a pension to Celestia R. Barry; 

A bill (H. R. 1178) granting a pension to Sarah Weedon Jones: 

A bill (H. R. 2969) to grant a pension to Mrs. Lucy A. Allen; 

A bill (H. R. 1827) granting a pension to Nancy B. Prince, 
widow of Elbert Prince; 

55 3 (H. R. 1599) granting a pension to Phœbe M. Woolley 

Ster; 

A bill (H. R. 5393) for the relief of Lucinda Rickards, widow, 
an or children of John D. Rickards, deceased; 
. 4361) to pension William H. Nesbitt; 

. 8152) granting a pension to Charlotte A. Welton; 
. 6468) to increase the 8 of Andrew R. Ladd; 
986) for the relief of Hiram P. Pauley; 

1620 to increase the pension of Mary L. Bacon; 


$ 
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. R. 5811) granting a pension to Sarah Ann Wible; 
825) granting a pension to Mary Prince, widow 


è 5000 granting a pension to Maria Gibbons; s 
. R. 5050) granting a pension to Ransom C. Hazelip; 
. 1062) to grant a pension to Armstead M. Rawlings, 


. 979) granting a pension to Frances E. Helfenstein; 
2858) for the of Armida White, widow of 


. 1820) granting a pension to Neil McNeil; 

. 4721 granting an increase of pension to Orleina 
uisville, Ky.; 

. 4720 granting an increase of pension to Isaac H. 
misyille, Ky.; 

. 950) granting increase of pension to John Coombs; 
. R. 2359) granting a pension to Katherine Zeigenheim, 


yo 
a ) granting a pension to Jane Fisher; 
. 1022) to increase the pension of Byron Cotton; 
. 6466) to increase the pension of George V. Barnard; 
R. 3755) to increase the pension of C. Thompson; 
1892) granting a pension to Catharine Darragh; 
5 2188 ganung a pension 2 . 
5 granting a pension to Margaret J. Young; 
I . R. 1874) to plaĉe the name of Robert Smalls on the 
msion p 
bill (H. R. 1890) granting a pension to Martin; and 

A bill (H. R. 4355) to increase the pension of Theresa Peebles, 
of Jefferson County, Ga. 

The m also announced that the Senate had bills of 
the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was 


Tedung, 
A bill (S. 3151) creneng a pension to Alice V. Cook, of St. 
Paul, Nebr., invalid daughter of John Y. Cook, deceased, late of 
8 B, Eighth ent Kansas Volunteer Infantry; 

A bill (S. 2481) granting a pension to Charles Edson; 

A bill (S. 3210) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson; 

A bill (S. 2126) granting a pension to Mrs. Laura A. Nelson; 

A bill (S. 3199) granting a pension to Jackson Osborn; 

A bill (S. 3198) granting a pension to Edward Stanley; 

A bill (S. 2949) granting an increase of pension to William H. 
H. Wright, of McPherson, Kans.; 

A bill (S. 1690) granting a pension to Richard Brookins; 

A bill (S. 2267) granting a pension to Alvah A. Eaton: 

A bill (S. 2605) granting an increase of pension to James M. 
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every reason, in other words, to make our legislation in such a! Simeral: 
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A bill (S. 2445) increasing the pension of Celia A. Jeffers to the 
sum of $30 per mon h; 5 
A bill (S. 950) granting increase of pension to Franklin C. 
Plantz; 
A bill (S. 2702) granting an increase of pension to Samuel A. 
Smith; * 
A bill (S. 1976) granting a pension to Catherine E. O’Brien; 
A bill (S. 1881) granting a pension to Lydia nanman: 
A bill (S. 2916) granting an increase of pension to Mary Sprague; 
1 A bill (S. 3094) granting an increase of pension to rge W. 
almer; ; 
A bill (S. 877) granting an increase of pension to Oliver P. 
vey; 
A bill (S. 3152) granting an increase of pension to Ransom 8. 
Angell, late private of Company G, First Regiment Wisconsin 
A 


A bi (S. 396) granting a pension to Henry Farmer; and 

A bill (S. 8381) granting a pension to Lena D. Smith. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to return to the House of Repre- 


sentatives, in compliance with its request, the bill (H. R. 3771) for the relief of 
Stratton H. Bencoter. 


The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the amendment 
of the Senate numbered 2 to the bill (H. R. 4052) approving cer- 
tain acts of the legislative assembly of the Territory of New 
Mexico authorizing the issue of certain bonds of said Territory, 
aoe recedes from its amendment numbered 8 disagreed to by the 

ouse. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment the following resolution: 

Resolved by the House of po Aaa ag (the Senate concurring), That when 
the two Houses adjourn on Tuesday, the 22d day of December, they stand 
adjourned until 12 o’clock meridian on Tuesday, January 5, 1897. 

further eg eom the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its 
clerks, announced that the President of the United States having 
returned to the Senate, with his 3 the bill (S. 894) grant- 
ing a pension to Nancy G. Allabach, the Senate had proceeded to 
reconsider said bill and had resolved that the bill pass, two-thirds 
of the Senate agreeing thereto, and had directed that the said bill 
be transmitted with the message of the President to the House of 
Representatives for its action. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, He ee 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 
A bill (S. 3245) granting a pension to Elvira Bachelder; and 
A bill (S. 724) granting an increase of pension to Helen M. 
Mallery. 
SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the follo Senate bills were 
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

A bill (S. 396) granting a pension to Henry Farmer—to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (S. 877) granting an increase of pension to Oliver P. Sil- 
yey—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 950) granting an increase of pension to Franklin O. 
Plantz—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 1690) granting a pension to Richard Brookins—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 1881) granting a pension to Lydia Chapman—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions.* 

A bill (S. 1976) ting a pension to Catherine E. O’Brien—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 2126) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Laura A. 
Nelson—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 2267) granting an increase of pension to Alvah A. 
Eaton—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 2445) increasing the pension of Celia A. Jeffers to the 
sum of $30 per month—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

A bill (S. 2481) granting an increase of pension to Charles Ed- 
son—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 2605) granting an increase of pension to James M. 
Simeral—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 2702) granting an increase of pension to Samuel A. 

_ Smith—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 2916) granting an increase of pension to Mary 
Sprague—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 2949) ting an increase of pension to William H. 
H. Wright, of McPherson, Kans.—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

A bill (S. 3094) granting an increase of 
‘Palmer—to the 


ension to George W. 
mmittee on Invalid Pensions, 


A bill (S. 8151) granting a pension to Alice V. Cook, of St. 
Paul, Nebr., invalid daughter of John Y. Cook, deceased, late of 
Company D, Eighth Regiment Kansas Volunteer Infantry—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 3152) granting an increase of pension to Ransom S. 
Angell, late private of Company G, First Regiment Wisconsin 
seg git uo the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 3198) granting an increase of pension to Edward 
Stanley—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 3199) granting an increase of pension to Jackson Os- 
born—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 3210) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson—to the - 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 3381) granting pension to Lena D. Smith—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER, 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, in accordance with the instructions 
of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, I now move 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the laws relat- 
ing to second-class mail matter. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. : 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from California 
moves that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, 
and pending that, the gentleman from New York moves that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced 
that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Division, Mr. Speaker. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 85, noes 62. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, at this early hour of the day I shall 
have to ask the House to give me the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 103, nays 133, not 
voting 119; as follows: 8 


YEAS—103. 
Abbott. Cook, Wis. Hurley, Owens, 
Aldrich, T. H. Cooke, III. ‘utcheson, Poole, 
‘Allen, Utah Cooper, Wis. i igg, 
Anderson, Cor) Johnson, Cal. ves, 
Arnold, Pa, Crowther, oy. Se, 
Arnold, R. Cum: Ox, Russell, Ga. 
Ba k, Dovener, Lawson, , Sauerhering, 
Baker, N. H. Y, on, 
Bankhead, Fairchild, Little, Sherman, 
Barney, 8 Stephenson, 
Bartholat, Foss Lo + . — Wi. 
o! ‘OSs, W, 
Bartlett, Ga. Gibson, Strait, 
Bartlett, N. Y. Gillet, N. Y. McC Sulloway, 
D, Goodwyn, McCo: Towne, 
Bell, Colo. Griffin, McE Tracey, 
ett, Hager, McLaurin Treloar, 
Hardy, Miller, W. Va. Turner, 
Black, Ga. = Minor, Van Voorhis, 
Brock Heatwole, Ton Wilson, Idaho 
osius, ea! orse, n, 
Burrell, born, M | Wilson, S. 0. 
—— — . 8 
er opkins, 
Chicke 55 Howell, Odell, Yoakum. 
Colson, Hub Otey, 
NAYS—133. 
Acheson, Evans, Martin, Snover, 
Aitken: Gaertn 8 Spatdin 
e er, ure, ing, 
Allen, Miss. Geaa, , Shares 
Avery, Graff. McCulloch, Spencer, 
Bailey, Grout, McDearmon, 8 5 
Baker, Md. row, Me Stahle, 
Bar Hainer, Nebr. McRae, Steele, 
Bell, Tex. 8 Meyer, ; Stokes, 
Bishop, Miles, Stone, Q. W. 
Bowers, Hatch, Miller, Kans. tone, W. A. 
Broderick. Henderson, Miln Strode, Nebr. 
Bromwell, Henry, Conn. Money, mg, 
B Henry, Ind. Moody, Strowd, N. O. 
Buck. os Hepburn, Neill, — 57 
Burton, ermann, en, a 
Cate! Howard, ognon 1 8 
Clardy Huling, Overstreet, Tawney, 
Clark, Mo. Hunter, Payne, Tayler, 
Codding, Johnson, Ind. Pearson, Terry, 
Connolly, Johnson, Pendleton. ‘Thomas, 
Cooper, Pia Kerr, er Tracewell 
Cooper, Tex. Kiefer, Pickler, Ver 
C Kirkpatrick, Pitney, alker, Mass, 
Cox, Kyle, ce, ashington, 
Culberson, 7. h, Williams, 
Dalzell, Latimer, ney, Willis, 
Daniels, Layton, Richardson, Wilson, Ohio 
Dayton, Linton, inaker, W. rd, 
De Armond, Livingston, Russell, Conn. Woomer, 
Denny, Lond, vers, Wright. 
Dingle 5 Maddox, Shuford, 
Dockery, Mahany, im 
Mahon, Smith, Hl. 


The following additional pair was announced: 

Mr. WELLINGTON with Mr. FITZGERALD, for this day. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House determines not to 
adjourn. The question now recurs on the motion of the gentle- 
man from California that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
considering the bill mentioned. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Division, Mr. Speaker. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 91, noes 49. 

Mr. QUIGG. Iask for the yeas and nays, Mr. Speaker. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 142, nays 84, not 
voting 129; as follows: 


So the motion was to. 
ae following additional pairs were announced for the rest of 


day. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. YOAKUM. 

Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. JONES. 

Mr. Coruiss with Mr. COWEN. 

Mr. SourHwIcK with Mr. MONEY. 

The SPEAKER. Upon this question the yeas are 142 and the 
nays are 84. The House decides to resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union for the consideration of 
House bill No. 4566, and the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
PAYNE] will please take the chair. 


SECOND-CLASS MAIL SERVICE, 


The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union for the consideration of House bill No, 
The bill H. K. 4566) to a Eel the postal Is relating 
ebi R. amend the ws ing to second- 
class mail peal was read, as follows: 
Be it ted, etc., That mailable matter of th 
ail newspapers and other periodical pu ————ů —— 
intervals and as frequently as four times a year, and are within the 
named in sections 3 and 4 of this act: Provided, 


to 

postage to be 

the pownd Fate unsold periodical publicetions, but 

pu 

same at the rate of 1 cent for 4 ounces. 
8 That 

pe 

un 


shall not be allowed to return to news Ro ge or publishers at 


pay postage on the 


ft less tha 8 
of not less n 
mail matter: Provi 


of 
mai 5 vided, shall be ted and publish 
to further the objects and purposes of such society or order. = es 
SEC. 4. That the conditions upon which a publication shall be admitted to 


are as follows: 
First. It must regularly be issued at stated intervals as tl; four 
timas a year Doar g date of, igauo, and bo numbered coneecagively an 
a known office 
be shown by the publication itself. 5 a 
Third. It must be formed of printed paper sheets, without board, cloth, 


leather, or other substantial binding, such as 
rege li g. distinguish printed books for 


ble to mail any given article or articles, 
of any number of a newspaper or cal, 
the of the publication, except at the 


Szo. 5. That publishers and others, whose publications shall be admitted as 
mail 1 of Sos second ojas under wia potions of ae sh shall be ae 
‘ore such mail matter e 2 

— aio Ua or hodia OY Senior dee owns 


States mail sacks by States, cities, towns, 
counties, as the Postmaster-General z =g 


SEC. 6. That the act of Oon grem tn reer © second-class mail matter 
Jul 1804. d same is , repealed. 
approTod Taly IS IPO hoi ana edn and te bt boven thoes pad after July 3, 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from California is recog- 


gos 5 Mr. Chairman, I should like to hear the report 
on $ 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from California is entitled 
to the floor. ; 

Mr. QUIGG. Is not this committee entitled to have the report 


The CHAIRMAN. Not unless some gentleman asks to have it 

ge in his time for debate. The gentleman from California [Mr. 
p] is 
3220 LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I had hoped, after the discussion 
which has taken place with regard to this measure through the 
ublic press and through the correspondence addressed to mem- 
rs of this body, that we could approach its discussion here at 
least with calmness and consideration. I have felt regarding this 
measure as I feel regarding all measures coming before us tif 
the House desires to this or any other bill it should have an 
8 to do so without factious obstruction by any member 
ok this body. 

Mr. 98 without assuming special credit to myself be- 
cause this bill does not originate with me alone -I have no hesita- 
tion in saying that this is, without exception, the most important 
measure that has been brought before this body and the most 
important without doubt that will be presented before it shall 

0 


adjourn. 

Mr. QUIGG. Allow me to ask the gentleman whether, in view 
of the t importance of this bill, he will not consent at this 
time to have the report of the committee read for the information 
of members. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, with all due rapen and courtesy 
tothe gentleman from New York, I hope he will endeavor to con- 
fine himself quietly to his seat until Ishall have atleast fot started 
in the few remarks that I propose to submit. The gentleman will 
evidently have abundant time before this question comes to a vote 
to have that report—which I commend to his very careful consid- 
eration—read in his own time, if he so desires. Satisfied in the 
justice of our cause, we would be content to rest the case upon 
the calm Pes racy of any and all who will give it their thought- 
ful consideration. Meanwhile, I hope I may be permitted, even 
by the gentleman from New York, to pursue in my remarks the 
course that I have laid out for myself, and I shall cheerfully 
accord to him the same courtesy. 

Mr. Chairman, many gentlemen here may assume, perhaps, that 
I have magnified the importance of this measure, but this measure 
received the commendation of the Post-Office Department ten years 
ago. The officers of that Department whose duty it is to carefully 
investigate the working of our system saw the gross abuses 
that had grown out of the laws of 1879 and 1885 and presented the 
question to Con in 1887, and each year since that time they 
have begged and pleaded with Congress in no uncertain tones to 

ive the administration of the Post-Office Department some relief. 
e abuse has so grown in magnitude of late years that even the 
President of the United States in his last called attention 
to the grievous evil which confronts us in the dling and car- 
riage of second-class mail matter. I hope the House will pardon 
me while I read a few words from the report of the present Post- 
master-General, a gentleman who has given this matter careful 
attention and study, aided and 1 by the opinions of the offi- 
cers who have gone before him for eight years. With that expe- 
rience to draw upon, he took up the question and brought it down 
to the present time, and on page 6 of the report he uses this lan- 


guage 
So disheartening is it for the responsible head of the Department to see 
this waste of its earnings, with its resulting impairment of the efficiency of 
the service, its absorption of the fruits of good man mt and of 
economies, that but for the hope that Congress would enact the bill 
now on the House Calendar I should have taken the msibility to modify 
and reverse the successive rulings through which this mroad on service 


icy of the law, even if 
within the letter of its rather loose phraseology. is would have imposed 
upon those who profit at the public expense by existing practices the neces- 

y of seeking through the courts or otherwise the restoration of their 
special privileges. 

Mr. Chairman, I am satisfied that if the present Postmaster- 
General had another year to serve he would carry into execution 
the purpose set forth in this part of his annual report, For my 
part Ido not believe that it was ever intended by Congress that 
serial novels oaii pan through the mails at pound rates, a privi- 
lege originally v in the newspapers of this country, and con- 
fined to them up to 1879, when by a ruling of the Attorney-General 
at that time, General Devens, it was held that a book issued in 
serial numbers was entitled to be carried at second-class rates 
under the rather loose phraseology of the law. With all due respect 
to the learning of the gentleman and to his honesty and integrity, 
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I think he erred, because in the advertisements of these 
serials throughout the land even to-day they are not referred 
as serial pu tions, but in their proper sphere, as books, 
books alone. . 

Weall admit that this country is to-day in an unfortunate condi 
tion financially. While perhaps we may not all agree as to the 
remedy for thecure of puseristing evil me do all admit that from a 
finan standpoint this country is in an salve oth “peso see 
Now, this bill presents to this body the opportunity to relieve the 
country from a deficiency of $10,000,000 already existing in the 
service of the Post-Office nt, and to give toitin ition a 
revenue of $10,000,000 more. At the lowest calculation there is in- 
volved in this billa saving to the Government of $20,000,000 per 
annum, and if we may take the figures of Postmaster-General 
Wanamaker, acknowledged to be a good business man, and who 
was at that time in a position to know whereof he spoke—if we 
may take his estimate made in 1892, we must come to the con- 
clusion that thisi m ase will term it iniquity—costs our people 
more than $40,000, annually. That is not much money, gen- 
tlemen, I am willing to admit, to us who deal with hundreds of 
millions as sen a e deal with dollars. 

Mr. BING ; ill the gentleman state on what page of the 
Postmaster-General’s report I can find the statement to which he 
has just referred? 

Mr. LOUD. The gentleman will find it on page 11 of our report. 
We have copied a portion of the report of Postmaster-General 
Wanamaker, in which he says: : 

It is . e 3 a cos ig gh e Be 2 8 tronga the mail in Sier- 

e shers a rtain 
Saye issue a new hook orecy week, and 8 of then gail 2 3 
There are probably 50,000 tons of ed serials passing through the post- 
offices every year ata penny a pound. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman refers me to page 11 of hig 


report—— 

Mr. LOUD. Now, if the gentleman will allow me—— 

Mr. BINGHAM. I merely wanted to be correct in my under- 
standing of the gentleman’s statement. As I read the statement 
on the middle of the page referred to, it is that ‘‘ there are proba- 
bly 50,000 tons of 3 serials passing through the post-offices 
every year at a penny a pound, causing a million dollars per 
year ”"—$1,000,000, the gentleman will observe—‘‘to be added to 
the deficit.” 

Mr. LOUD. Those figures—$1,000,000—as the gentleman can 
easily ascertain, are either an error of the Postmaster-General or 
a ee error, because 50,000 tons of matter means 100,- 
000, pounds, which would cost us for transportation alone 
$8,000,000, for which we receive in return but $1,000,000, and to 
that you must add handling, which is at least $4,000,000 more. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The tleman called my attention to a cer- 
tain page of his report. I have read the statement on that ^ 
and have asked him to inform me whether the sum stated as the 
estimated deficit was meant to be $1,000,000 or $10,000,000. The 
gentleman tells me now that the statement as printed is an error, 
and that it means $10,000,000. I merely desired to be informed 
whether I was correct in reading the gentleman’s own record. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, as I have stated, this bill will be 
opposed upon sentimental and educational grounds. Before the 
debate on this question closes we shall hear of the great advan- 
tages derived from the transportation through the mails of these 
serial novels and sap copies. Now, Ishould like to put aques- 
tion to this House—whether, admitting every statement that can 
be made in favor of the present system, this House would be will- 
ing to-day to vote for the next ten years a sum of money equaling 
$240,000,000 for educational purposes, and those educational pur- 
poses not within the control of Congress or anybodyelse. Thatis 
what you have done by your law in the last ten years, Isay that 
the present system within the last ten years has cost this country 
$240,000,000, which has come by taxation from the sweat of the 
faces of the people of our whole land, and which has gone to sup- 
port a few publishers of books and newspapers, or so-called news- 


papers. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the gentleman give us the figures? 

Mr. LOUD. I will insert the figures in my remarks as they will 
appear in the RECORD; I dislike to take up time now in reading 
them. Beginning in 1887, when the second-class matter trans- 
mitted through the mails was 126,000,000 pounds a year, the 
amount has grown until in 1896 it is 296,000,000 pounds. Even 
during the depression of 1893-94—the most serious period this 
country has gone through for many years—second-c 
increased at the rate of 15 per cent a year, while first-class matter 
increased at the rate of 24 per cent a year. Postmasters-General 
for years have been prophesying that within a year, or two years 
at the furthest, there would be no deficiency in the Post-Office 
Department. Permit me to say, with due respect to them, that 
they have been chasing a phantom. Let us see what the esti- 
mated deficiencies have been and what the actual deficiencies are. 

In 1891 the estimated deficiency,in round numbers, was $5,500,- 
000; the actual deficiency was $6,200,000. In 1892 the estimated 
deficiency was $3,978,000, and the actual deficiency was 85,503, 793. 
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In 1893 there was an estimated deficiency of $1,500,000 and an 
actual deficiency of $5,177,000; and without going through with 
the table, which I will publish in full, I want to say, what the 
present Postmaster-General will sustain me in saying, that so long 
as our law remains as it is the receipts of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment never, by any possibility, can equal the expenditures. 

For the convenience of members who wish to exainine this mat- 
ter in detail, I append: at this point three tables, showing the 
weights and receipts from the several classes of mail matter, the 
estimated and actual deficiencies in the service, and the weight 
and amount of deficiency in transporting second-class matter. 

The tables are as follows: 

Weights and receipts of several classes of matter during 1896. 


Weight. Revenue. 


To these deficiencies must be added the amounts earned by the Pacific rail- 
roads, w 


average about $1,700,000 a year. 
Deficiencies in transportation of second-class matter. 


g 
888888885" 


Cost of handling, at 8 cts. „811,221 
Receipts for handling, nave! 
at 1 cent per pound 


Deficiency --....... 


Sot et bet hat 
SAREE 


8 


828888885 


BRE 


To this should be added coun: 


free matter, which has ave: 


50,000,000 
W. Will amoun 


to at least 
second- 
000,000. Adding of county free matter, at 
, $20,000,000 (a low estimate), and you have a grand total of 


Now, Mr. Chairman, this bill proposes two reforms in the serv- 
ice of the Post-Office Department. While the bill covers four 
pages, there are but two propositions advanced in it that are of 
any vital concern to this House. This bill denies the right of 
admission to the mails, at second-class rates, of serial novels. 
That is to say, they are denied admission to the mails at the rate 
of 1 cent a pound. It costs the Government to transport and 
handle this class of mail matter at least 12 cents a pound. 

. A MEMBER. At what rate would they go? 

Mr. LOUD. They would go at the rate of any other book, I 
will say in answer to the gentleman; that is to say, the same rate 
that would be charged on any other book or publication of like 
character—8 cents a pound, : 2 

But some gentlemen say that this is a bill, as it now stands, in 
the interest of the companies, and that we are driving 
this matter out of the ds of the Government to be carried by 
the express companies. I do not care. I do not care who does 


the business. we can not do it successfully then it is our duty, 
I believe, to get out of it, and if anybody else can carry it profit- 
ably at less t 8 cents a pound I am perfectly willing that they 


have the entire business. 

But, Mr. Chairman, what is making this condition more serious 
to the House is the fact that the Government of the United States 
is now getting all the long haa matter, and the exprešs companies, 
which some of our friends seem so much to fear, are ge the 
advantage of all the concentrations of weight and short-haul 
matter. Within a radius of 500 miles the express companies to-da 
are carrying the matter for a fraction under a cent a poun 
Beyond the radius of 500 miles of course they dump it all on the 
United States Government for-transportation. 

I remember a little scene in the city of Chicago, threetwo or 

ears ago, when there was a train load of second-c. mail matter 
G be shipped to Boston. The express companies there, alive to 
business, wanted to get the transportation of the matter to its | 
destination, and made a bid for that purpose. But the party de- 
giring to send it said: Why, we can do much better hast that 


with the Government. The Government will carry it to Boston 
for 1 cent a pound. Way should we pay you more?” And tho 
express companies asked Mr. Hesing, then and now the postmaster 
there, the question, Can you afford to it to Boston for 1 
cent a pound? We can not.” He said: “But I would carry it to 
the North Pole, if there was a postal route there, under the laws 
of the Government, at that price.” And, as a matter of fact, Mr. 
Chairman, he would have been required to carry it to Circle City, 
Alaska, at the rate of 1 cent a pound, if there had been a route, 
although it would cost the Government $185 a pound for tho 
service, 

Mr. STEELE. A hundred and eighty-five dollars a pound! 

Mr.LOUD. Les, sir. We had a contract for ae a g themails 
there, which cost the Governmen $95 a pound; but the contractor 
could not afford to perform the service at that rate, and the con- 
tract was finally canceled and anew contract entered into at some- 
thing like double, or more than double, the former rate. 

The other provision in the bill denies to the newspapers of the 
country the naa peda od privilege which they have heretofore 
enjoy Now, there is the only serious objection that we are 
eee floor of the House in regard to this bill. 

me portion or ehe press — the SEA are not willing to sur- 
render the sample-copy privilege whic ey now enjoy. I reco 
nized this difficulty when the measure was brought 1 Cote 
gress. I knew that we must have, as we usually have in support 
of any other measure that is passed by this y, the support of 
the metropolitan press of the country. I know how 3 of 

ess themselves are sometimes controlled, and that some of 
us oran Toer the seat 1 the conntry Pee then, I want to 
say ə great press of the coun ve indorsed this measure 
from the first letter to the last. 1 x 

I remember meeting with the press association in New York a 
yearago, I remember how tenaciously they desired to hang on to 
the sample-copy privilege. But when the matter was presented 
to them, and the serious wrongs that the Government was suffer- 
ing from explained, the American Newspaper Publishers’ Associa- 
tion, be it said with credit and lasting honor to themselves, arose 

atriotically, and without the single exception of a man in the 
dy, stated that they were willing to surrender the sample-copy 
privilege that they now enjoy in order that this loss might here- 
after be prevented to the Government. Some of you haps 
do not know who compose the American Ne per Publishers" 
Association. Let me saythat this paper which I hold in my hand 
is a list of them, and that it embraces most all of the large daily 
ne pers published throughout the length and breadth of our 
1 1 95 cent of the great daily newspapers— 
the great metropolitan 8 of this country have given their 
official indorsement to this in the following manner: 
AMERIOAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS” ASSOCIATION. 


Officers: President, Charles W. Knapp, St. Louis blic; vi 
- J. A. Butler, Buffalo News; secretary, W. C. ic; vice-president, 


urer, Herbert F. Gunnison, Brooklyn Eagle. oo 
Rae, Cincinnati Post, St. Louis Chronicle, and Cleveland Press; S. H. 
W Star; Frederick ll, St. Paul Pioneer Press; 


be; W. H. Seif, Pi 


Chas. H. Taylor, jr. Glo ttsb Tim Add 
ail communications to the secretary, care New Yorke office, 322 Potter 


DEAR SIR: I to no you officially that at the regular annual ting 
of ti amonntion bel at the Hoel Brosh, New Yarx city, on February 
„a ution was ously o ouse g 
amend the laws relating to second-class mail matter. ie = 
bcd tas Dh Sanaa WM. C. BRYANT, Secret 
O. cr le 
Hon. E. F. Loup, er 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


List of members. 


Albany, Pan AS 
Times-Union; A 
Baltimore, Md. 
Boston, Mass., Daily „Post. pt. 
> 898 , Citizen, Eagle, eae ater ag rae and Times; Buf- 
5 Bae 55 
Commercial. 
es-Star, Tri 
6 1 rald 
O, He 3 
troit, Mich., J 
Ind., Cor ; Galveston, Tex., News; Grand napoi 
‘ord, Conn.. : Tex., Post; 
News, and Sentinel; Jacksonville, Fla., Times- 
Jou ; Jersey City, N. J., Journal; Jonek III., 
Journal and Star; Lincoln, Nebr., Nebraska State 
Ky., Commer: and Courier- 
Journal; Lynn, i ews; Meriden, Conn., Jour- 
nal; Milwaukee, Wis., Herold, Eve msin, Journal, and Sentinel; 


Jo 
Minn, Journal, Times, and Tribune; Montgomery, Ala., Adver- 
Tenn., Banner; Newark, N. J., Nees, N . Mass., 


La., Pica: 
mercial Advertiser, Lal cary Fo Journal, Mail and E 
orld; oe Pa., Derrick; 
Oshkosh, Wis., Northwestern; P. elphia, Pa., Call, 


letin, Inquirer, North American, bres, F Star, and Times; Pitts- 
burg, Pa., Commercial Gazette, e-Telegraph, Dispatch, Leader, 


Journal; 


Post, Press, and Times; 3 Me., Advertiser, s, and Express; 
Portland, Grog. 8 Providence, R. L. Journal and Telegram; Reade 


; Rochester, N. Yo 


Republic, Star, and Westliche onic Paul, 
I. He: 5 

Ohio, Bee and Express; Topeka, Kans., Capital an 

N. L., Press; Washin 8 3 a sag D 

can: Wilmington 


R. I., Reporter; Worcester, Mass., py; Montreal, Quebec, Star; Toronto, 
Ontario, Globe and Mail and Empire. 
Mr. QUIGG. Will the gentleman print in his remarks the 


names of the newspaper publishers and associations indorsing that 

action? 

Mr. LOUD. I shall be pleased to do so, with the consent of the 
House. I have the list of the newspapers, and it will afford me 
great pleasure to print them, if it can be done. 

Mr. SHE I wish to say to the gentleman that it is 
impossibleto get any more reports. The reports and the copies of 
the bill itself are both exhausted. 

Mr. LOUD. I have a number of rts here which I shall be 
glad to give to gentlemen who desire them. x 
1 HNSON of Indiana. Has the gentleman any copies of 

e i 

The CHAIRMAN. The Doorkbapor will take charge of those 
reports and the House will be in order. 

r. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, following that is the indorsement 
of the Illinois State Press Association, comprising nearly every 
paper in the State of Illinois. Following that we have the indorse- 
ment of the American Trade Press Association of New York City, 
embracing a large majority of that and influential class of 
trade journals centered in New York City. It is as follows: 

AMERICAN TRADE PRESS ASSOCIATION, 

[President, David Williams, Iron 
Brown, ve Age, New York; second vice-president, W. E. 
Harness, New York; third vice-presiden 
and Commercial List; treasurer, C. T. wW 

York; secretary, W. M. La New York. Board of 
irectors: R. P. Rothwell J. 


a soap rege and Ne New York; L. 
ulford, Jewelers’ Circular, ew York; L. D. rican Hatter, 
ew York, and Col. Clifford Thomson, The Spectator, New York.] 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, No. 160 FIFTH AVENUE, 
New York, February 7, 1396. 
DEAR SIR: At a meeting of the directors of the American Trade Press 
Association held this day the following resolution was unanimously ad 7 
Resolved. That the board of directors of the American Trade Press 
ciation desire to express their approval of the provisions of the bill (H. R. 


4566) introduced in the House of Representatives by Mr. Loun, of California. 
This approval is based particularly on its provisions exclu from the 
mails a class of printed matter not in any sense publications upon a list 


Prey IOREL EION] publications fie she DEPOR 0k soaring on 
ics o ma publications for purpose oi 
advantage of — clams e 

As publishers of established newspapers, whose business is based upon a 
legitimate constituency of paying subscribers, they are entirely willing to 
forego the advantage of g sample copia at pound rates, and — 
advocate the change proposed, believing that in no other way can the abuses 
which have injured the Post-Office revenue and the business of reputable 


publishers be overcome.” 

paste WILLIAMS, 
L. J. MULFORD, 
L. D. GALLISON, 
CLIFFORD 5 
W. M. LAWTON, Secretary. 


Manufacturers’ Record, Southern States Magazine, Iron Age, Boot and Shoe 
Recorder, American Wool and Cotton Reporter, United States Investor, Paper 
and Press, Bonfort's Wine and Liquor Fire and Water, Contract 
News, Druggists’ Circular, Oil, Paint, and Drug Reporter 
view, Water Works Statistics and Fire Departmen: 
Hatter, Millin ary Trade Review, Cloaks and Fu 
Journal, The Upholsterer, American Silk Journal, Wall-Paper News, Shipping 
Engineering and Mining Journal, Metal Worker, Carpo 5 

ee an on e orker, n 
Ooi Trade Journal, STAO Ch Gaze ieee 
Spectator, Jewelers’ Circ 3 an „New York Lumber 
ournal, Boot and Shoe Weekly, Blacksmith and Wheelwright, 

Lumber, Cloak and Suit Review, Wheeland Cyclin. 
eekly Underwriter, Confectioners’ Gazette, Electrical 
Railway Gazette, Dry Goods Economist, ve Age, Paper est- 
ern Brewer, Ice and ration, American Miller, American Elevator and 

Grain Trade Journal, The ters’ Magazine. 

We have also the following indorsement of the Agricultural 
Press League, embracing almost all the great agricultural papers 
of the country: 

THE AGRICULTURAL PRESS LEAGUE. 


[Officers: M. J. Lawrence, president, Ohio ‘sab nag Windia ey Ohio; J. W. 
Wilson, vice-president, Farm, Field, and Fireside, C „III.; J. B. Connor, 
treasurer, Indiana Farmer, Indianapolis. Ind.; E. W. 


5 ndler, secretary, 


Farmers’ Review, 172 5 hate Chicago, III. Executive com: 
arm an 


mittee: F. P. Holland, Texas Ranch. las, Tex.; J. J. Dillon, 
cual N ‘bay orker, New York; W. F. T. Bushnell, Dakota Farmer, Aber- 
een, 


CHICAGO, ILL., April 25, 1896. 
DEAR SIR: At a meeting of the Agricultural Press sae, Ja held in Chicago 
April 14, the following resolution was unanimously ado; ; : 
* Resolved, That we heartily favor and indorse the bill known as the Loud 


bill to amend postage on second-class matter.“ 
Tinclose herewith a list of the members of the Agricultural Press League. 
ishing you success in your efforts to secure this legislation, Iam, 


8 E. W. CHANDLER, Secretary. 
Hon. Mr. Loup. y d 


House of Representatives, Washington, D. O. 


List of members. 


W. F. Baum, Chicago Stockman; Harry L. Baynes, American Swineherd; 
James Baynes, American Swineherd; J. P. Blake, Coleman's Rural World; 
George B. Briggs, American Agriculturist; L. C. Brown, Prairie Farmer; 
W. F. T. Bushnell, Dakota Farmer; T. Butterworth, Western Agriculturist 


and Live Stock Journal; E. W. Chandler, Farmers’ Review; H. 


Farmers’ Review; P. V. Collins, Northwestern ce i te ne ; J. B. Conner, 
Indiana Farmer; A. S. Core, Farmers’ Call; E. E. Critchfield, Agricultural 
Advertising; H. P. De Clerque, German-American Farmer; John J. Dill 

Rural New Yorker; J. L. Draper, Wool, Markets, and Sheep; E. P. Harris, 
Fruit; H. A. Heath, Kansas Farmer; H. E. Heath, Nebraska Farmer; C. 
Heintz, Rural Californian; F. P. Holland, Texas Farm and Ranch; 
Hoster Farm News; è. = Howard. 


V. Jenkins, Farm Journal; L. B. Kuhn, Western 1 wren 


M. J. La ce, 
tosh, Cultivator; 
tockman and 


George Bat rtisin CON Page, Iowa Seed 
te: verti mt; C. N. owa : 
Thomas, Lord omas; F B White; Frank B. White 88 ae 

I refer to this, Mr. Chairman, to ease the minds of some of my 
friends as to how the press of this country stand toward this meas- 
ure. I know it will relieve the minds of some of us. The only 
class of papers that oppose this bill are those which, if I may be per- 
mitted to use the word, are criminally participants of this bounty. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. LOUD. Certainly, for a question. 

Mr. COX. I want to know how it happened that the copies of 
the bill and report were alone in your hands, when we could not 
get hold of them at all? 3 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, well, Mr. Chairman, I will state that this bill 
has been reprinted twice or three times. The committee, under 
the rule of the House, had the right to print for its own usea 
number of copies of this bill and report, which we have harbored 
until the present time. That is all. 

Mr. COX. I understand that the gentleman has harbored them 
until the discussion came up on his bill. I do not like that kind 
of 3 

Mr. LOUD. Well, Mr. Chairman, I have harbored this for a 
day to come, and the day has come, and the bills are at the dis- 
posal of the members of the House. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. As J understand it, these are the commit- 
tee’s bills and the committee’s copies of the report, and you extend 
the Bee A the House of distributing them. 

Mr. LOUD. That is all. There have been over 15,000 of these 
printed apso the present time. 

Mr. CO Who had them? 

Mr. LOUD. There has been a great demand for them. There 
have been threereprints. 

Mr. COX. I am very much inclined to favor your bill, but I 
should like to know where the harboring came in. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, probably a strenuous fight will be 
made on this floor to amend this bill in relation to sample copies, 
because that is the only method by which the illegitimate jour- 
nals—and I term them so—can gain admission to the mails at 
second-class rates. I regard the sample-copy provision of this bill 
as of greater moment than the provision relating to the serial novel. 
because you can not anticipate the magnituda of the growth of 
this sample-copy abuse. Do you know how it is done? Let me 
read to you something, just to give you an insight into this abuse. 
I hold in my hand a Paper assumed to have the largest circulation 
of any journal in the United States, and yet I venture to sa; 
that there are not ten men in this House who ever heard of it. 
refer to a paper called Comfort, which has a guaranteed circu- 
lation of 1,250,000 a oc How does it gain its circulation? Ihave 
in my hand a letter from an advertising agent at South Bend, Ind., 
in Which he says: 

Hon. EUGENE F. Loup, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
DEAR Sin: 1 17 luable efforts in — to time the 


ur va 

fraudulent papers and pe cals, I take pleasure in maili ‘ou, under 

separate SK four copies of that King of frauds, Comfort, published at 
e 


1 . 0 
ese four copies were all received in this morning's mail, aud all to the 
same address. 

Mr. OWENS. Cold comfort! 

Mr. LOUD. Now, this is not the only one. There are thou- 
sands of them in the country that are published solely for adver- 
tising purposes. You will find in going through them man 
advertisements which read like this, Send a postage stamp an 
you will learn something to your advantage,” or something of that 
character. If you send a postage stamp, what do youlearn? You 
get a copy of this paper, you have become a subscriber until the 
resurrection morn, and that is the way they get their lists of sub- 
scribers. 

Here is another sample letter that was given tome by a member 
of this House: 

CTURING COMPANY, 


MAJESTIC MANUFA 
OFFICE AND Factory, Nos. 2014 To 2020 MORGAN STREET, 
St. Louis, December 9, 1896. 
DEAR SIR: To give you a little idea of the workings of the Post-Office 
ent regardin; N matter, will say that this concern under- 
todo some 9 papers throughout the country nearly three 
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years most of which was discontinued a year . Notwithstanding in 
many we have 1 — the ee Pra 8 eos to 
stop sending us their copi ee upon us rate of about 
. — Ar cost ot sending them is nominal and 
coun 

We lay this matter before in order that 
ea y it Paes you 8 — yourself 

Respectfully, yours, Maszzstic Mra. Co. 
é R. H. STOCKTON, Vice-President. 
Hon. Seru Conn. 
Washington, D. C. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I want toask the gentleman right 
here a question upon that particular point. Is it not true that the 
circulati ion of a newspaper is the guide by which it charges for 
advertising? s 

Mr. LOUD. Why, certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And hy representing the circula- 
tion in that way, where they send out copies gratuitously, they get 
their price from their advertisers. 

Mr. LOUD. Certainly; the price of advertising is regulated by 
the circulation. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And that is called circulation. 

Mr. LOUD. That is called circulation. I do not know any- 
thing about this paper Comfort, but it is a much better than 
many of these others. It is first-class of this class of material; 
but I will venture to assert that Comfort has not a thousand bona 
fide subscribers in this country who voluntarily order and pay for 
the same, yet it has a circulation, sworn to, of 1,250,000every issue. 

Now, then, this bill does not take away from any newspaper in 
the coney any right tħat it ny enjoys to-day, exce 
the right of sending out sample copies. the sample copy could 
be confined to its legitimate intent, I do not think your committee 
would have recommended macnn off this sam 2 abuse; 
but let me say that the only means by which this journals 
can exist is ee the sample-copy privilege. 

Mr. HALL. y Lask my rege. a question? 

Mr. LOUD. Let me illustrate. Here is an adverti journal 
seeking admission to the Post-Office Department's second-class 
privileges. Itsnominal list of subscribers, of patrons, permit me to 
say, is 250—250 copies. It secures certain advertising and then 
circulates through ‘‘ sample copies” as many as a million and a half 
or two million copies, an unlimited number, if 
expense of the United States Government and the people. 
sana haf eee ot a e ; 

r. HALL. I would like to ask my colleague on the committee 
if he can tell us what that copy of Comfort weighs? 

Mr. LOUD. I have not weighed it. 

Mr. HALL. Have you weighed it, that and some of the other 
periodicals, so as to estimate what it costs the United States Goy- 
ernment to send that matter out? 

Mr. LOUD. It will weigh about ? ounces. I have not figured 
that out. I think the Rostmaster-General has figured it out. 

There is another phase of this case, Mr. Chairman—the book 

—that I do not care to refer to to-night. I expect as this 
bate proceeds to have my amiable friend from New York [Mr. 
bent ds to you, as 
of Sha oe on Dickens as representing this great class of 
serial novels that go through the mail now at pound rates. After 
the tleman shall have taken that position, I will bring upon 
the floor of this House samples of books which I believe esent— 
and I say eatery CEN per cent of the class of serial novels sent 
through the mail, which you will find is not quite of the high class 
and character that the gentleman will present on the other side. 
But I prefer leaving that portion until we shall have progressed 
further with the consideration of this bill; and I will not even pre- 
sent them then unless this question is presented on the other 
How much time have I used, Mr. Chairman? 
The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman has used thirty-seven min- 


Mr. LOUD. If any gentleman desires to ask any question, I 
will be pleased to yield to him for that purpose. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I would ask the gentleman having charge of 
the bill a question. The consideration of this legislation at this 
time is somewhat of a surprise to myself, and I speak for myself, 
and to a number of gentlemen of the House. The gentleman now 
stands recognized, and under the rules of the House his bill is 
unfinished business, and this legislation, unless it is decided by a 
vote of the House to take up an a priation bill, will stand for 
consideration until concluded. ere are some gentlemen who 
desire to discuss this bill, I presume upon both sides of the 
sition; and I would therefore su to the gentleman, as 
does not lose his standing, that the House adjourn, so that gentle- 
men having data and matter that they desire to read or bring 
together can have an op ‘ity to do so, unless some other 
dee. to speak on the es om Er 1 ara 
making suggestion largely in the of gentlemen who 
have statements they desire to make. The gentleman does not 
lose anything either technically or parliamentarily. 


Now 


ou please, at the | him 


did once before in this House, copies | mili 


want to emphasize that—to call this matter up at 
half past 2 or 3, Spee pe 8 o'clock, and still be subject to the 
inevitable hour anda of filib permit me to use that 
wor 8 think pe . F to the same 

our and a every day o ibustering, which brings us u 
close to the time of adjournment. £ 

Mr. BINGHAM. So far as I am concerned, I think this measure 
of so much importance that it should receive the fullest delibera- 
tion and discussion, now that it has gotits standing in the House, 
and whatever may have been my votes with toit, they went 
a to the esa of taking it up to-day. I would have voted 
with the gentleman to take it up to-morrow. I will vote with 
him at any time to take up for consideration legislation on this 
subject. Lam simply asking him now that, unless some one 
desires to speak upon the bill this en trae consent to let it 
over until to-morrow. It is only about an hour before the 
usual hour of adjournment. I will say to the gentleman further 
that there has been no filibustering on my part, because I want 
this matter settled. 

Mr. QUIGG. If the gentleman from California will permit me, 
I will say, so far as my of the filibustering“ is concerned, 
that I do not desire to filibuster against this bill. I am perfectl 
willing that it shall come forward and be considered and di 
of. park oe was ma 5 should not come sivas to-day. I 
heard o is morning of the purpose to bring it before the House 
to-day. Iknewthat the gentleman from ornia was aiming to 
get a rule, and Ishould have been very glad to have had him get a 
rule. So far as I am concerned, I have received a vast mass of 
papers in relation to this bill, and my desire for delay was simply to 
get an opportunity to study them duringtheevening. That was the 
only point I had in view, and if the gentleman now consent to 
the proposition made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I assure 
im that, so far as I am concerned, there will be no effort made 
to gg fos consideration of his bill from day to day. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like very much to have this bill made a 

order for to-morrow. 

Mr. QUIGG. So should I, 

Mr. A. STONE. Ask unanimous consent. 
_ Mr. BINGHAM. Iwill state to the gentleman from California, 
in all frankness, that I have been instructed by the Appropriations 
Committee to bring ap the legislative, executive, and judicial 
a riation bill at the earliest practicable moment, so that I 

be compelled to object to unanimous consent unless my 

committee should determine otherwise. I will further say to the 
gentleman that I believe the legislative bill will be disposed of in 
a day or two days at the longest. The gentleman in charge of the 

ilitary appropriation bill has informed me within a very few 
minutes that he thinks that bill will be disposed of in two hours. 
Now, as the House does not enter upon the holiday recess until 
Tuesday noon, and as there are no other appropriation bills on the 
Calendar, and I do not know of any purpose to bring any others 
forward before the holiday recess, the gentleman will evidently 
have several days for the consideration of his bill. 

Mr. LOUD. . i let me make a brief statement to 
show the House the position into which gentlemen are forcing me. 
Thursday has been set aside for the business of the District of 


Columbia, The from Pennsylvania [Mr. BINGHAM] 
and the Military ittee 8 to take to-morrow, and per- 
ss die eg A i © week, for app iation bills. 

. BINGHAM. Well, Mr. Chairman. i w all that I 
have said. Let the gentleman go on until the usual hour of ad- 
journment. 


Mr. LOUD (continuing). Friday is Private Calendar day, and 
almost everybody goes home to the end of the week. It was 
not my purpose to ask the committee to proceed further with the 
consideration of this bill this evening unless some gentlemen on 
our side desired to 

AVET TO tr OAO gen y 

8 . Lam ectly willing to accep gentleman 

popen: but, as Fhave said, I would like to have this bill 
ə a special order. Let me say to the committee that this 
bill is not a matter of any special moment to me, but it is a mat- 
ter of great importance to this Government. I believe that the 
e of this bill will save us from fifteen to twenty million 
a year, and there is no other proponon to make any such 

saving that can be brought before this House u which we can 
hope for unanimity but this. Perhaps we shall not be compelled 
to pass a revenue measure. ee we shall not have any reve- 
nue legislation. Perhaps we shall be saved from the necessity of 
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the issuance of bonds on the eve of the incoming of our Repub- 
CCC selene arta, iby this bill This is a meas- 
ure of such importance that I think it ought to be considered and 

upon even before the gentleman from Pe Ivania calls 
up 5 appropriation bill; which might very well wait 
a few days. - 

Mr. BINGHAM. This bill does not change newspaper postage. 
The great daily and weekly newspapers will go through the mails 
after this bill is at the same rates as now. 

Mr. LOUD. . Chairman, I reserve the balance of my time, 
and if no gentleman desires to proceed this evening, I move that 
the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman has fifteen minutes remaining. 


Mr. LOUD. Does all this controversy and colloquy come out 
of my time? ughter. | 
The C If the present occupant of the chair should 


be presiding when that question arises, he will try to treat the 
gentleman indul ney | Laughter. } 

The motion of Mr. LouD was agreed to. > 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. PAYNE, from the Committee of the Whole, 
reported that they-had had under consideration a bill (H. R.4566) 
to amend the postal laws relating to second-class mail matter, 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now ad- 


journ. 

The motion was agreed to. ` 

Pending the announcement of the result, the Speaker peunies 
Mr. CROWTHER, Mr. KIRKPATRICK, and Mr. BAKER of to 
act as House conferees on the bills S. 1291 and S. 1511. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, Mr. HILL obtained leave of absence on 
account of important business. X 

The House then (at 4 o'clock and 30 minutes p. m.) adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
nications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Tr , transmitting 
a communication from the Secretary of the Interior recommend- 
ing an increase of the salary of the Commissioner of Education 
and of certain other employees of the Bureau of Education and 
of the Interior Department proper—to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a copy 
of the report of the Columbia Railway Company for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1896, together with a statement of the cost 
of the cable-railway plant—to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Indian appropriation act 
approved June 10, 1896, a communication from the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, with inclosures, relating to certain leases entered 
into by the Seneca Nation of Indians—to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a list of cases (disposed of since the last former return) 
wherein the court has found upon preliminary inquiry that those 
in whose names the claims are e were not lo. throughout 
the ra the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS ON PUBLIC BILL AND RESOLUTION 
ERRED TO CALENDARS. 


REF 
Under clause 2 of Rule AI ee bill of the House (H. R. 4057) 
in relation to cigarettes and to limit the effect of the regulation of 


commerce between the several States and with foreign countries 
in certain cases, reported adversely (Re No. 2324) by Mr. Ray 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, mber 14, 1896, and said 
report was, upon request of Mr. Terry, taken from the tableand 
referred to the House Calendar, and House Report No, 2289, sub- 
mitted by Mr. TERRY June 11, 1896, and erroneously referred to 
the House Calendar, being the views of the minority of said com- 
mittee on said bill, is hereby withdrawn and ordered printed as 
part 2 of House Report No. 2324. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. BINGHAM, from the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, to which was referred the resolution of the 
House (House Res. No. 200) requesting certain information from 
the Secretary of the Treasury relative to expenditures for public 
works, and directing the Clerk of the House to submit to the 
House a statement of certain claims against the United States, 
he icp the same adversely, accompanied by a report (No. 2332); 
which said resolution and report were, upon the pe base of Mr. 
WALKER of Massachusetts, referred to the House endar, pur- 
suant to said rule. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

— 6 Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on War Claims: 

e bill (H. R. 9593) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain 
and aonni iy a quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers. 
nae 


5 .) 
e bill (S. 482) entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of the estate of 
Thomas Sherwin, deceased.” (Report No. 2327.) 
By Mr. MAHON, from the Committee on War Claims: 
A resolution (House Res. No. 442) to refer the joint resolution 
. Res. 40) authorizing Musadora, Victoria, Ella, and Frank 
asson, of Tennessee, to present their claim, with all the accom- 
panying papers, to the Court of Claims, reported in lieu of House 
oint Resolution No. 40. (Report No. 2328.) 
110. 284 (H. R. 9503) for the relief of David D. Smith. (Report 

0. `, p ‘ 

By Mr. WILSON of Ohio, from the Committee on War Claims: 
The bill (H. R. 2049) to reimburse Louis Benecke for arms fur- 
nished the United States. (Report No. 2330.) 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 9592) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act granting a pen- 
sion to Jessie McMillan,” received by the President May 27, 1896, 
(Report No. 2333.) 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 8 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the follow- 
ing titles were introduced, and severally referred as follows: 

y Mr. WOODMAN: A bill (H. R. 9639) to preserve and enhance 
triotism of the Navy of the United States—to the Committee 
aval Affairs. 

By Mr. ALLEN of Utah: A bill (H. R. 9640) to authorize every 
United States district judge toappoint a stenographic reporter, and 
to fix the duties and compensation of such reporter—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 8 

By Mr. QUIGG: A bill (H. R. 9641) to provide for the removal 
of the Library collections from the Capitol to the new Library 
building, and for their custody and management therein, and for 
other purposes—to the Committee on the Library. 

By Mr. SULZER: A bill (H. R. 9642) to restore pensions in cer- 
tain cases—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SHERMAN: A bill (H. R. 9644) to abolish the office of 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the office of Assistant Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, and to create in lieu thereof a board of 
Indian commissioners—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: A bill (H. R. 9645) to further regulate the 
sale of milk in the District of Columbia, and for other purposes— 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. . 

si Mr. BERRY: A bill (H. R. 9646) to further higher theat- 
rical interests—to the Committee on the Library. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: A bill (H. R. 9647) to authorize the exten- 
sion of the lines of the Metropolitan Railroad Company of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. TRACEY: A bill (H. R. 9648) for the adjustment and 
correction of the land grant to Missouri for the benefitof the agri- 
cultural college—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. ME : A bill (H. R. 9667) to establish the department 
of commerce, manufactures, andlabor—to the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. WOODMAN: A joint resolution (H. Res. 210) directing 
the President to act in Cuban affairs—to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

By Mr. HARMER: A joint resolution (H. Res. 211) providing 
for a comprehensive index to Government publications from 1881 
to 1893—to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: A joint resolution (H. Res. 212) to suspend 
the operation of an act approved February 13, 1895, entitled An 
act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to provide for the settlement 
of all outstanding claims against the District of Columbia, and 
conferring jurisdiction on the Court of Claims to hear the same, 
and for other purposes, approved June 16, 1880’”—to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, a joint resolution (H. Res. 213) to permit railroads in the 
District to occupy additional parts of streets to accommodate the 
traveling public attending the inaugural ceremonies—to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, a joint resolution (H. Res. 214) authorizing the Secretary 
of War to grant permits to the executive committee on inaugural 
ceremonies for use of reservations or public spaces in ay of 
Washington on the occasion of the inauguration of the President- 
elect on ch 4, 1897, etc.—to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

By Mr. ANDREWS: A resolution (House Res. No. 443) to pay 
J.C. Hiatt for services in the Clerk’s document room—to the 
Committee on Accounts, 


the 
on 
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Mr. HALL: A resolution (House Res. No. 444) to have 
printed 8,000 additional copies of the annual report of the Secretary 
of the Interior for the current year for the use of the House—to 
the Committee on Printing. 


By Mr. QUIGG: A resolution (House Res. No. 445) providing 

at the consideration of House bill No. 9641—to the Committee on 
es. . 

By Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois: A resolution (House Res. No. 
446) to pay Kendall Lee $100 for caring for room of Committee on 
Accounts—to the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. McCALL of Tennessee: A resolution (House Res. No. 
447) to discharge the Committee on Ways and Means from further 
consideration of Senate bill No. 2889 and fix a time when the same 
shall . and voted upon by the House- to the Commit- 
tee on es. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, payat bills of the following titles Aff 


Also, petition of Rev. William Wilkinson and other citizens of 
Minneapolis, Minn., eee against the Armenian outrages— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. FLYNN: Papers to accompany House bill granting a 
pension to Absolom Newberry—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. HOWELL: Petition of the Board of Trade of Asbury 
Park, N. J., to grant the rights of belligerents to the Cubans in 
their struggle for freedom—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

By Mr. NG: Petition of Thomas Guthrie, of Helena, Okla., 
for reimbursement for property taken during the war of the rebel- 
lion—to the Committee on War Claims, 

By Mr. MAGUIRE: Petition of Edmund P. Tierney, in favor 
of the of House bill No. 2425, for his relief—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. . 

By Mr. MONEY: Memorial of Robert L. Owen, fer the payment 
of an Old Settler” Cherokee claim—to the Committee on Indian 


airs. 
By Mr. REEVES: Resolutions adopted at a public meeting of 


were presented and referred as follows: * X ji 

By Mr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH: A bill (H. R. 9649) for the | the citizens of Pontiac, Ill., relative to the outrages perpetrated 
relief of the personal representatives of Thomas F. Wilson, late of | upon the Armenians in Turkey—to the Committee on Foreign 
Shelby County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims. Aff, 


B . BARTHOLDT: A bill (H. R. 9650) 8 pension 
to John O'Brien to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

ee Mr. BLUE: A bill (H. R. 9651) for the relief of the heirs and 
lega ERTI of Lindsay Ridgway—to the Committee on 

ar Claims. 

By Mr. BROSIUS: A bill (H. R. 9652) to remove the charge of 
desertion standing against Andrew Laukhoff—to the Committee 
on Mili Affairs. 

. Mr. BURRELL: A bill (H. R. 9653) to increase the pension 
of John D. Craig—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9654) for the relief of David Bolling—to the 
Committee on Clainis. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9655) granting a pension to Ab- 
solom 3 the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9656) for the relief of Eme- 
line F. Mitchell to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. NOONAN: A bill (H. R. 9657) granting an increase of 
os to Lafayette Nichols—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


ons. 

By Mr. PRICE: A bill (H. R. 9658) for the relief of estate of Jean 
Constantin, of Lafayette, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9659) for the relief of A in Broussard, of 
Vermilion Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9660) for the relief of Mrs. Catherine Hilbert, 
of Lafayette Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9661) for the relief of Arvillien Broussard, of 

«Vermilion Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9662) for the relief of Natalie Bondrean, of 
Lafayette Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9668) for the relief of the estate of Mrs. Celes- 
tine Vavasseur, deceased, late of Lafayette Parish, La.—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9664) for the relief of Valivien Martin, of St. 
Martin Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9665) for the relief of the estate of John A. 
Rigues, deceased, late of Lafayette Parish, La.—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. RANEY: A bill (H. R. 9666) to correct and amend the 
military record of John Long, late private Company H, Thirty- 
first Regiment Missouri Volunteers—to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following poea and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH: Papers to accompany House 
bill for the relief of the panona representatives of Thomas F. 
Wilson, deceased, late of Shelby County, Ala.—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. BARTHOLDT: Petition of John O’Brien, of St. Louis, 
Mo., to e House bill granting him a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CROWTHER: Petition of citizens of Easton, Mo. ear 
ing that a bill be passed granting a pension to Capt. ohn N. 
Smith—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CURTIS of Iowa: Resolutions of the Iowa and Illinois 
Central District Medical Association, against the bill to prohibit 
vivisection in the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. DRAPER: Resolutions of the National Board of Trade, 
for the enactment of a national trade-mark registration law—to 
the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. FLETCHER: Resolution of the St. Paul (Minn.) Cham- 
ber of Commerce, favoring the establishment of a department of 
commerce and manufactures—to the Committee on Manufactures, 


‘airs. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: Petition of M. C. Vick, of Liberty, 
Tenn., for the payment of a claim for secret service in the late 
war—to the Committee on War Claims. 

„By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: Papers to accompany House 
bill No. 8487, granting a pension to Esther Jackson—to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

PY Mr. TRACEWELL (by request): Petition of John H. Trapp, 
A. G. Cotton, Henry Hinchman, and other citizens of Vernon, 
Ind., for the tion of God in the preamble of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WOOMER: Resolutions of Quittaphilla Council, No, 
748, Junior Order United American Mechanics, of Lebanon, Pa., 
in favor of recognizing the independence of Cuba—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 


SENATE. 


WEDNESDAY, December 16, 1896. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT resumed the chair. 
ARTHUR BROWN, a Senator from the State of Utah, appeared in 
his seat to-day. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved, 
DISTRICT TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, trans- 
mitting a statement supplemental to their communication of the 
12th instant, in response to the requirement of the District appro- 
priation act for the current fiscal year, relative to charges made 
in the District of Columbia to the public and to the Government 
for the use of telephones, and also for the use of telephones in 
other cities operated by underground and overhead wires; which, 
with the e papers, was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, g 


The VICE-PRESIDENT 8 a petition of the Lincoln 
Club, of Monroe County, N. Y., praying Congress to recognize the 
independence of Cuba; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition of sundry citizens of 
Louisiana, praying for the adoption of an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States recognizing the Deity; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PEFFER presented the petition of L. D. Gleason and sun- 
dry other citizens of Wakeeney, Kans., praying for the passage of 
the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. CALL presented a petition of sundry citizens of Florida, 
praying for the enactment of legislation for the relief of Robert 

eacham, postmaster. at Punta Gorda, Fla., in 1892; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. QUAY presented a petition of the Trades League of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., praying that an appropriation be made to provide 
for the transfer of foreign mails with a view to iting their 
delivery in Philadelphia; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

He also presented a petition of Quittapahilla Council, No. 748, 
Junior Order of United American Mechanics of Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented a memorial of the association of the 
alumni of the St. Louis Medical College, of St. Louis, Mo., remon- 


strating against the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, for the further 
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prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia; 
which was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SMITH presented a petition of Goodwill Council, No. 82, 
Junior Order of United American Mechanics, of New Brunswick, 
N. J., praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PALMER presented the petition of G. W. Beck and 24 
other citizens of Carmi, III., praying for the passage of the so- 
called Dingley tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. BURROWS 3 a petition of sundry employees of the 
A. C. Stayley Manufacturing Coopen, of South Bend, Ind., pray- 
ing for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BERRY, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 8413) to confirm certain cash entries of 
public lands, Bad to it without amendment. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. Aol peta an increase of 
pension to Mrs. Anna Wedel, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MEDALS AND TESTIMONIALS. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iam directed by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations to report back favorably five bills, all of them author- 
izing officers of the United States to accept medals or testimonials 
from foreign governments. Such bills are always passed without 
objection and even without discussion. I will ask for their present 
consideration, if there be no objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio reports back 
and asks for the present consideration of sundry bills. The first 
bill reported will be read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill (S. 3340) authorizing Herbert H. D. 
Pierce to 5 a medal from the Russian Government. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? 

Mr. COCKRELL. There are a number of other bills of the 
same character, and I hardly think it is just to make a discrimi- 
nation. I introduced a bill at the last session to authorize Passed 
Assistant Re pee Kinyoun, of the Marine-Hospital Service, to 
accept a medal from the President of the Republic of Venezuela. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There are five of these bills and all are re- 
poned favorably. I suppose the bill referred to by the Senator 

om Missouri is among them, if it has not been already re £ 

Mr. COCKRELL. Ithas been and is on the Calendar. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to inquire of the Senator from Ohio what 
were the services of this gentleman? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I understand that he was appointed to act 
on some state occasion, I think in connection with the coronation 
of the Czar, and a medal was bestowed upon him as a compliment. 
I do not think much of these things myself; I am generally 
opposed to this class of bills, but they have always passed the 
Senate. I do not know of a single exception. Therefore the 
committee reports them favorably. 

Mr. HOAR. I think the bills had better go to the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bills will be read by title and 
placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. HOAR. I will withdraw my objection. 

Mr. ALLEN. I desire to enter an objection to the considera- 
tion of the bills at this time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection beng interposed to their 
consideration, the bills will be read by title and placed on the 
Calendar. . 

The bills were read by title, as follows: 

A bill (S. 3340) authorizing Herbert H. D. Pierce to accept a 
medal from the Russian Government; 

A bill (S. 3365) to authorize Commander E. S. Houston, United 
States Navy, to accept a portrait of the Emperor of Germany; 

A bill (S. 3363) to authorize C. E. Marr and E. H. Pierce to 
. testimonials from the Canadian government; 

A bill (S. 8364) to authorize Lieut. Col. W. H. Forwood and 
Dr. George H. Penrose to accept certain testimonials from the 
Argentine Government; and : 

A bill (S. 3366) to authorize Admiral T. O. Selfridge, United 
States Navy; Capt. G. H. Wadleigh, United States Navy; Lieut. 
Commander E. H. Gheen, United States Navy; Pa ter J. B. 
Redfield, United States Navy; Lieut. J. J. Hunker, United States 
Navy; Surg. D. N. Bertolette, United States Navy, and Ensign 
R. L. Russell, United States Navy, to accept medals presented to 
them by the Russian government. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that the bill which I inquired about 
is merely a formality. There was a piece of silver of no great 
value, except as a memorial of the occasion, given to a large num- 
ber of Americans abroad who took some part as a commi with 
other committees in the matter of the coronation, and one of them 
happening to be a secretary of legation he hesitated about his 


right to accept it without the leave of Congress. So I will with- 
draw my objection to the consideration of the bill. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that the objec- 


the Senator from Nebraska, and objection 
e bills will be placed on the Calendar. 
PAY OF EMPLOYEES. 

Mr. HALE. I am directed by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to 
pay the officers and employees of the Senate and House of Bepa: 
sentatives their respective salaries for the month of December, 
1896, on the 18th day of said month, to report it without amend- 
ment, and I ask that it be put upon its passage. It is the usual 
joint resolution that is passed every year. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MISSOURI RIVER BRIDGE AT LEXINGTON. 

Mr. VEST. Iam directed by the Committee on Commerce fo 
report a bill to amend the act to authorize the construction of a 
bridge across the Missouri River at or near Lexington, Mo., and 
I ask for its present consideration. It is a mere formal matter to 
extend the time for constructing the bridge, and it is important 
that it should be now. 

The bill (S. 3401) to amend the act entitled An act to authorize 
the construction of a bridge across the Missouri River at or near 
the city of Lexington, Mo.,” approved July 26, 1894, was read the 
first time by its title and the second time at length, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That an act entitled An act to authorize the construc- 
tion of a bridge across the Missouri 
Mo.,“ approved July 26, 1894, be, and the same is hi 
extend the time for the commencement of the cons: of said 
one year and its completion to three years from the approval of this act. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, ea to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to beengrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED, 

Mr. GEAR introduced a bill 15 3402) granting a pension to 
Bethany Bostwick, daughter of John Bostwick; Which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 8403) for the relief of Peter 
Mariann from the charge of desertion; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affai 


tion was renewed Re 
having been made, t 


airs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3404) for the relief of Louis Bruns 
from the charge of desertion; which was read twice by its title, 
and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on 


He introduced a bill (S. 3405) to pension John L. Smith; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
paper, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

. VILAS introduced a bill (S. 8406) for the relief of E. D. 
Coe; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (S. 8407) granting a pension 
to Ambrose J. Vanarsdel; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Lask that the Committee on Pensions may 
be discharged from the further consideration of the bill (S. 371) 
granting a pension to Ambrose J. Vanarsdale; that is a bill for 
the same purpose, but his name is not correctly spelled there, and 
I wish to have the bill indefinitely postponed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, the Committee 
on Pensions will be discharged and the bill will be postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (S. 3408) granting a pension 
to Ann King, widow of Samuel King, deceased; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BLACKBURN introduced a bill (S. 3409) for the relief 
of William J. Landram’s estate; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SEW ELL introduced a bill (S. 8410) granting a pension to 
Mary M. Kuhn, daughter of George H. Kuhn, late sergeant in 
Company E Ninety-third Regiment New York Infantry Volun- 
teers; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying Een referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill (S. 3411) to pay to Marie 
Eliza Payne, of Natchitoches Parish, La., an amount found due 
by the Court of Claims; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Inconnection with the dil. just introduced, 
I file a copy of the findings of the Court of Claims, which I move 
be referred with the bill to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SMITH introduced a bill (S. 3412) gran ing a panela to 
Sarah J. Van Renssellaer, widow of Maj. Stephen V.C. Van Rens- 
sellaer; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. VEST introduced a bill (S. 3418) for the relief of Joseph 
Edward Mon ery; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GALLINGER introduced a bill (S. 3415) pages a pension 
to Ella D. Cross; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BRICE introduced a bill (S. 3416) to amend section 6 of 
“An act to authorize the construction of a bridge over the Arkan- 
sas River at or near Van Buren, Ark.,” approved March 9, 1894; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. CALL introduced a bill Ge 8417) to provide for deepening 
the water at the entrance to the St. Johns River, Florida, to a 
depth of 30 feet; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also introduced a bill (S.3418) to provide for deepening the 
channel of the St. Johns River, Florida, and for the removal of all 
obstructions in the channel to Palatka and south of Palatka to 
Sanford, and to improve the Oklawaha River; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also introduced a bill (S. raid Zor the relief of the sufferers 
from the cyclone in Florida; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3420) making an appropriation for 
seed to be furnished to the sufferers from the cyclone in Florida; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3421) to improve the navigation of 
the Oklawaha River, Florida, and the lakes from which it flows; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8422) to provide for the extirpation 
of the water hyacinth in the St. Johns and Oklawaha rivers, Flor- 
ida, their tributaries and adj t lakes; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HARRIS introduced a bill (S. 3423) for the allowance of 
certain claims for stores and supplies reported by the Court of 
Claims under the provisions of the act approved March 8, 1883, and 
commonly known as the Bowman Act; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CALL introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 175) appropriat- 
ing $5,000 for a survey and estimate for the removal of the water 
hyacinth from the St. Johns and the Oklawaha rivers, in Florida; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 

on Commerce, 

PREFERENCE RIGHTS OF VETERANS. 


Mr. MITCHELL of introduced a bill (S. 3414) to amend 
— 1754 of the Revised Statutes; which was read twice by its 
title. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Iask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to make a few remarks in lanation of the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Isthereobjection? The Chair hears 
none, and the Senator from Oregon will proceed. 

Mr. MITCHELL of O . Mr. President, much has been 
said in laudation of the erence given to ex-Union soldiers and 
sailors of the civil war section 1754 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States, and the public generally, including many, per- 
haps, if not most, of the officers in the ernment service, believe 
that all honorably discharged soldiers and sailorsin the United 
States service during the civil war are entitled to preference 
rights under the law and the civil-service rules. This is a mis- 
take, and the purpose of the dill I now present is to rectify such 


mistake. 

Section 1754 of the Revised Statutes, act of March 3, 1865, pro- 
vides as follows: 

Persons discharged from the military or naval service reason of disa- 
dility resulting from aaant mpd aiant A parth iaei tine oh dees eat 
preferred for appointments to civil offices, provided they are found to pos- 
so me business capacity necessary for the proper dischargeof the duties of 
such offices. 


While section 2, Rule VII, of the civil-service rules provides that 


mission, and who attain an a’ 
of their average percentages at head of the 


While section 8 of Rule VII provides as follows: 

For filling vacancies in positions for which competitive tests are not practi- 
cable, persons who served in the military or naval service of the Enitea 
States in the late war of the rebellion and were honorably discharged there- 
from shall be placed at the head of the proper register in the order of their 
fulfillment of said requirements. 

All this on its face would seem to mean very much and be all 
right, while, as a matter of fact, it means very little and is all 
wrong, except in so far as it goes, but it is too restricted in its 


— 
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application. vat few of the soldiers or sailors of the civil war 
who were honorably discharged thirty-odd years ago from the 
service of the United States by reason of disability resulting from 
wounds or sickness incurred in the line of duty, andit is only to 
this class the preference is given by existing law, are now living to 
take advantage of this act of 1865, while many of those who were 
honorably discharged at the close of the war, not by reason of 
disability resulting from wounds or sickness incurred in the line 
of duty, but by expiration of term of service, have since their dis- 
charge become disabled by reason of wounds or sickness incurred in 
the line of duty and who are capable of orming the duties of 
any one of thousands of offices in the civil service, but are not 
capable of performing manual labor, and are not able to wrangle 
in competitive examinations with men of a generation later from 
the schools. This latter class comprises the surviving old soldiers 
and sailors of the civil war, and therefore it is that I propose by 
this amendment to existing law to provide that all honorably dis- 
charged officers and men, soldiers and sailors, of the late civil war 
whoserved ninety daysormore during the war of the rebellion from 
1861 to 1885, all Mexican, and all Indian war veterans, be granted 
the privileges conferred by section 1754 of the Revised Statutes 

and also any privileges conferred on the class embraced in said 
section 1754 by sections 2 and 3 of Rule VII of the civil-service 
rules. If a preference is to be given to the veterans of the war of 
the rebellion, then let it be a preference in fact and not merely in 
name, and let this same preference be granted also to that other 
equally meritorious class, the grizzled veterans of Indian wars. 

I ask that the bill be ref to the Committee on Civil Service 
and Retrenchment, where I trust it will receive favorable con- 
sideration and action. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred as indicated, 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of L. W. Huston. referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads December 14, 1887, be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BLANCHARD. I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate 
to call up and put upon its passage at this time Senate bill 1624, 
being Order of Business 1252. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Louisiana asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of a bill, which 
will be read for information. 

Mr. HALE. Hasthe order of business been completed? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order has not yet been 


dis of. 
. HALE. I call for the regular order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Theintroduction of resolutions, con- 
current and other, is in order. 

REPORT ON IRRIGATION IN ARIZONA. 

Mr. ALLEN. I have here a report on the irrigation. investiga- 
tion for the benefit of the Pima and other — . on the Gila 
River Indian Reservation, Ariz., prepared by Mr. Arthur P. Davis, 
of the Geological Bureau. There has been no appropriation made 
for its publication. It is 5 by the Bureau as a paper of 
considerable importance, and being short and not requiring the 
expenditure of much money to publish it, I ask to have it printed 
as a miscellaneous document. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Nebraska asks 
unanimous consent that the paper indicated by him be printed as 
a public document. 

. FRYE. What is the 

Mr. ALLEN. Itisa on an irrigation investigation for 
the benefit of the Pima and other Indians on the Gila River Indian 
Reservation, Ariz. > 

Mr. FRYE. Ihave no objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Isthere objection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HALE. Task that the pension appropriation bill be taken up, 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 9473) making appro- 
53 for the payment of invalid and other pensions of the 

nited States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, and for 
chr. ALE. 

Mr. I ask that the formal reading of the bill be dis- 
pensed with. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will 
be so ordered. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Mr. President, before this bill is put on its 

assage (and I apprehend that there will be no opposition mani- 

ested to its passage), I desire to occupy the attention of the Senate 

psa minnas in some observations touching the matter of pension 
u 

Before doing so I want to put on record my appreciation of the 
present administration of the Pension Bureau and to say that in 
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my judgment the man who is at the head of that great depart- 
ment of the Government at the present time is desirous not only 
of administering the laws in a generous and just spirit, but that 
his sympathies are with the men and the women who are asking 
for recognition because of the services of the brave men who 
periled their lives that this Government might live. 

Now, as to pension frauds. i was very much surprised a few 
days ago in listening to the reading of the message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to find that that high official has not 
yet disabused his mind of the idea that the pensioners of this Gov- 
ernment are men of rascally tendencies who are attempting in 
every possible way to obtain from the Treasury of the United States 
money that is not justly their due. I wish to read from the mes- 
sage of the President two or three paragraphs bearing upon this 
question. The President says: : 

The diminution of our enormous pension roll and the decrease of pension 
expenditure, which have been so often confidently foretold, still fail in mate- 
rial realization. The number of pensioners on the rolls at the close of the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 1896, was 970,678. This is the la: number ever 
5 . The amount paid exclusively for pensions during the year was 
= 4,761.94. a slight decrease from that of the preceding year, while the 

tal expenditures on account of pensions, including the cost of maintaining 


the department and expenses attending pension distribution, amounted to 
206,550.59, r on of one-third of the entire ex- 


* + s 

The sum a; riated for the ment of pensions for the current fiscal 
year, en: 4 a 30, 1897, is 2140000 

estimated that the same amount will be necessary. 

The Commissioner of Pensions Lip tarde that during the last fiscal year 339 
indictments were found against violators of the pension laws. Upon these 
indictments 167 convictions resulted. 

In my opinion— 

Says the President— 
based upon such statements as these and much other information and obser- 
vation, the abuses which have been allowed to creep into our pension system 
have done incalculable harm in demoralizing our people and undermining 
good citizenship. I have endeavored within my spaers of official duty to 

our pension roll and make it what it should be. 

the names of those disabled in their country’s service and wo. 
their country's affectionate remembrance. When I have seen those who 
pose as the soldiers’ friends active and alert in urgin 3 laxity and 
more reckless pension expenditure, while nursing se schemes. I have 
deprecated the approach of a situation when e Pains arene and 

‘orced economy may lead to an attack upon pension a so determined 

as to overlook the discrimination due to those who, worthy of a nation’s 
care, ought to live and die under the protection of a nation’s gratitude. 


It will be observed, Mr. President, that the President of the 
United States calls attention to the fact that during the past fiscal 
1 339 indictments were found against violators of the pension 

aws. The President does not say, nor have I any data at hand 

to inform myself on that point, whether the indictments were 
found against soldiers or against pension attorneys. 

Mr. WLEY. Or against witnesses. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Or against witnesses, as the Senator from 

Connecticut very proves. observes. It is at least competent for 
me to conclude that all of these 339 indictments and 167 convic- 
tions have not been found against men or women who are drawing 
pensions under the laws of the United States. 

Bearing on this subject, I am pleased to turn to an editorial in 
the esa Post of December 9, 1896, which discusses this 
question with so much fairness and ability that I desire to put it 
upon record pending the consideration of this bill. If the Wash- 

ington Post, one of the great newspapers of this country, had 
never done anything more than to prick this bubble that the Pres- 
ident is constantly obtruding Ton Congress and the country as 
regards pension frauds it would deserve the gratitude of every 
lover of his country and of every supporter of the pension system 
of the United States. The editorial is as follows: 

The President, in his message, quotes from the report of the Commissioner 
of Pensions to show that during the last fiscal year 339 indictments were 
found “against the violators of the pension laws.“ Upon these indict- 
ments,” he says. 167 convictions resulted.” uch as an indictment is 
not proof of guilt, it would have been more accurate to have said that 339 
persons were indicted for alleged violations of the ion laws. They are 
not “violators” until convicted. The President, after citing those figures, 
remarks that in his opinion, based upon such statements as these and much 
other information and observation, the abuses which have been allowed to 
creep into our pension system have done incalculable harm in demoralizing 
our people and underm g citizenship.” 

There are 970,678 names on the pension roll, and the annual peymenis aggre- 

te about $140,000,000. That some a have crept into the system is 

oubtless true, but the fact that only 167 persons were proven guilty last 
year will be 6 proof that these abuses are few and small 
as compared with rascalities that have frequently shown up in other depart- 
ments of the public service. The number of convictions is about one- 
seventieth — 7 of 1 per cent of the number of pensioners. 


And that is upon the assumption that these convictions have all 
been found against persons wing pensions, and not against 
other parties who were interested in getting pension claims 
allowed, or as witnesses in pension cases. 

And it should be borne in mind— 

Continues the Post— 


that the hunt for pension frauds during the last fiscal year was prosecuted 
with great vigor. The best detective talent and the most Id prosecu- 
tion were given, and very properly so, to that work. good citizens, 


a roll of honor, con- 
rthy of 
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including the pensioners and their comrades, believe that it is eminent] 
politic to hunt down and punish violators of the pension laws, so that the 
may be kept, as it always has been, a roll of honor. And when the Adminis- 
tration, after a year of unremitting effort, backed by unlimited me: 
reports the conviction of only 167 frauds, and a disbursement of $140,000, 
to almost a million pensioners, the old soldiers and their friends point with 
pride to the Pension Bureau, and challenge comparison between that and 
other branches of the service which present possibilities of rascality. 

We do not think the figures quoted by the President would convince an 
. that the abuses of the pension system have “demoralized our peo- 
ple“ or “undermined citizenship” to an alarming extent. There is not 
a church in the Uni States that would be surprised or feel di ced if 
one-seventieth of 1 per cent of its membership were sent to the penitentiary 
in any one year. e Post-Office Department or the would not be 
shocked if such a fractional percentage of its employees proved dishonest. 
The fact is that the results of the long and strong hunt for pension frauds 
have strengthened the system in public confidence. The country does not 
regret but is proud of its generous treatment of the men who saved the Union 
from disruption. As to the Pension Bureau, it has, under the present Com- 
missioner, ceased to be a political factor, and there is some reason to hope 
that its tranquillity may not again be disturbed by the wild waves of partisan 
strife and commotion. 

Without giving my entire assent to the closing paragraph of 
that editorial, as I do not believe the Pension Bureau has ever 
been used for political purposes, I am satisfied, after having read 
it, to simply express my judgment upon this continuous and un- 
justifiable attack by the Executive of the United States upon the 
pensioners of this Government, and his iterated and reiterated 
assertion that the roll of those who are drawing pensions is not a 
roll of honor, and that there are rascalities and disgraces con- 
nected with it that are not to the credit of the men who fought 
for our Government and our flag. I am content to leave the di 
cussion of the question at this point. Iam sure that the Congress 
of the United States at least will never indorse sentiments such 
as I have read from the annual message of the Chief Executive, 
but that Congress will to-day, as heretofore, stand by the soldiers 
in all their just rights and be willing to grant them what the 
Government. solemnly pledged its honor to do for them when they 
enlisted under the banner of our flag and our Constitution in the 
matter of providing liberally for them and their dependent ones. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I have not attempted to make 
a careful estimate of the figures in the case, but in finding a percent- 
age of corruption in this matter not only the 900,000 pensioners 
should be counted, but the two or three witnesses in each case, 
claim agents, and all who are involved in it. They are among the 
persons against whom indictments might be found. The total 
number among whom the conviction of 167 persons should be dis- 
tributed is probably not less than 2,000,000. If out of 2,000,000 
people who either draw pensions or have been witnesses or agents 
only 167 have been convicted after very diligent search and prose- 
cution, I think it is a most amazing record of honesty. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. HALE. The Committee on Appropriations has no amend- 
ments to propose. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN LOUISIANA. : 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I now renew my redant for unanimous 
consent for the present consideration of the bill (S. 1624) to quiet 
titleand possession with respect to certain unconfirmed and located 
private land claims in the State of Louisiana. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Private Land Claims with amendments. 

Mr. PLATT, I wish the Senator from Louisiana would give a 
short explanation of why this bill is necessary. One does not get 
it from the reading of the bill. 

Mr. BLANC D. Ishall be glad to do so. 

Mr. President, this bill comes with the unanimous report of 
the Committee on Private Land Claims of the Senate. Its pur- 
pose is to authorize certain parties in Louisiana, who claim cer- 
tain rights under land grants, to have them adjudicated in the 
courts of the United States at New Orleans. I can best give the 
Senate information about the bill 5 certain extracts 
from the topat of the Committee on Private Land Claims of the 
Senate. ithout reading all of the report, I call attention to 
the concluding part of it, in which it is said: 

Fro iety of it that about 288 clai 
about 80,000 acres of land, remain prima facie unconfirmed and unrecogniz 
by any of the agencies of the United States heretofore referred to, and are 
borne upon the records of the Land Department as “unconfirmed claims.“ 
They form a separate and distinct kind of claim, peculiar, it seems, to the 
State of Louisiana, and have a history and literature peculiarly their own. 
They have never, it seems, fallen under the suspicion of fraud or ir! 
in the circumstances be wee py aed ag inception. and the fact that the ave: 
ey, of land in each of them is only about 280 acres, and that all or near: 

of them have been in on and cultivation time immemorial woul 


Executive 
and your committee have obtained from the zerr full and minute 
Eistory afforded by it much of the ‘ormation contained in this report. 


ç 


I will call the attention of the Senator from Connecticut to this 
statement in the report: 
As early as 1874 the a ponora had u 


our commit- 
inexpensive 


that officer's report of February 11, both of 
which your committee herewith submit as an appendix to this report. 

It will be observed that these officers approve of the plan of ustment 
contained in the bill under consideration, with some unimportant amend- 
23 and your committee think their recommendations are just and should 
prevau. 

It would seem, therefore, Mr. President, that the bill has not 
only the sanction of the Committee on Private Land Claims of 
the Senate, but of the Secreta: 
missioner of the General Land Office. In addition to that, the 
surveyor-general of Louisiana in 1874 and again in 1877 made 
recommendations similar to those made by the committee in this 

ort, a part of which 1 have read. 

Ehe quantity of land is only about 80,000 acres. The United 
States make no claim whatever to it, and this bill merely fur- 
nishes a method by which these parties can go into the Federal 
court in New Orleans and establish their rights. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendments reported by the 
Committee on Private Land Claims will be stated. 

The first amendment was, in section 4, line 9, after the words 
„evidence of,” to strike out ‘‘title” and insert *‘ titles;” and in 
line 11, after the words hundred and,” to strike out ‘‘eighty- 
six” and insert *‘ sixty-six;” so as to make the section read: 

Src. 4. That the district court of the United States for the eastern district 


de. ace 

suits brought under this act, and the 
as was provided for the district court of the United States for the eastern 
district of Missouri, under sections 2, 3. 4. and 5 of an act entitled “An act 
authorizing documentary evidence of titles to be furnished to the owners of 
certain lands in the city of St. Louis,” approved June 12, 1866, 14 Statutes at 


La page 62, except that it shall not be necessary to make any parties 
defendant in any 


any suit save the United States, and neither shall 
T cach part „whether 
W 


event recover costs or expenses against the other, but a 
ver by 


on appeal or otherwise, shall pay all the costs and expenses 
him incurred. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to insert as a new section the follow- 
ing: 

Sec. 8. That whenever a final decree in any case shall be rendered under 
this act it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court ala 9 orm, same to 
transmit without delay to the Commissioner of the General d Office a 
full, true, and complete transcript of the same. 

The amendment was to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CHAPELL, 
one of its clerks, announced that the House agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 3771) for the relief of 
Stratton H. Benscoter. 

The message also announced that the House insisted upon its 
amendment to the bill (S. 1291) granting an increase of pension to 
Celeste A. Boughton, widow of Byt. Brig. Gen. Horace Boughton, 

to the conference as ed by the ate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had eam Mr. Crow- 
THER, Mr. KIRKPATRICK, and Mr. BAKER of managers at 
the conference on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House insisted upon its 
amendment to the bill (S. 1511) granting a pension to Mrs. Jane 
Stewart Whiting, to the conference asked by the Senate on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had pean 
Mr. CROWTHER, Mr. KIRKPATRICK, and Mr. Baker of Kansas 
managers at the conference on the part of the House. 

The message also announced that the House insisted upon its 
amendments to the joint resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in force 
section 2 of the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled “An act to 
repeal section 61 of ‘An act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue 
for the Government, and for other purposes,“ which became alaw 
August 28, 1894, agrees to the conference asked by the Senate on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and hadappointed 
Mr. Evans, Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut, and Mr. McMimu.in 
managers at the conference on the part of the Honse. 

The m e further announced that the House had passed the 


snob.) bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
nate: 

A bill (H. R. 514) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
military record of 


ear Crawford; 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


of the Interior and of the Com- |: 


2257535) ee UT en eM E a ee ert RRS ened 


DECEMBER 16, 


R. 596) for the relief of Ellis H. Roberts; 
4223) for the relief of Curtis P. Wise; 
R. 4853) for the relief of John Duncan; 
R. 6143) for the relief of Peter Young; 
. R. 6533) for the relief of A. A. Hosmer; 
H. R. 6750) to authorize the mayor and city council of 
Monroe and the police jury of the parish of Ouachita, La., to con- 
struct a traffic bridge acrossthe Ouachita River op 

A bill (H. R. 7282) for the relief of Charles 
George D. Walker, and John A. Trowbridge; 

A bill (H. R. 7906) to grant an honorable. discharge to Adam 
Hand as first lieutenant of Company B, One hundred and eighty- 
fourth iment Pennsylvania Volunteers; 

A bill (H. R. 8197) for the relief of John J. Guerin; 

A bill (H. R. 9469) to constitute a new division of the eastern 
judicial district of Texas, and to provide for holding of terms of 
court at Beaumont, Tex., and for the appointment of a clerk for 
said court; and 

A bill (H. R. 9472) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the third 
session of the Fifty-third Congress. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


_ The 5 also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President: 
3 (H. R. 724) granting an increase of pension to Helen M. 
allery; 
A bill (H. R. 2306) to amend Title LX, chapter 3, of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to copyrights; and 
. A bill (H. R. 3245) granting a pension to Elvira Bachelder. 
‘THE REVENUE BILL. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Calendar under Rule VIII is in 
order. The first case will be called. 

Mr. VEST. Ido not see the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN] 
in his seat, but I wish to call up the Dingley bill, in order to sub- 
mit some remarks upon it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The title of the bill referred to by 
the Senator from Missouri will be stated. 

The Secretary. A bill (H. R. 2749) to tem 
revenue to meet the expenses of Government an 
a deficiency. 

Mr. VEST. Mr, President, Iam aware that in criticising the 
details of this bill I violate the maxim of de mortuis nil nisi bonum, 
and but for the fact that a number of very well-meaning persons 
persist in calling for its passage I should not allude to the bill at 
all. It seems to me that the Senate and country have not appre- 
ciated the full meaning of this extraordinary measure. It is one 
of the most extraordinary bills ever introdnced into Congress— 
extraordinary not only in its provisions, but in the manner of its 
birth and inception. The Administration, protesting there was 
no deficit in the Treasury and deprecating an evaporating gold 
reserve, suggested to Congress the necessity of some legislation 
looking to a relief from our financial embarrassment, intimating 
in strong terms the advisability of some scheme authorizing a loan 
at lower interest and the retirement of Treasury notes, the con- 
vertibility of which was urged as the root of our moneyed ills, and 
begging that Con should take no holiday recess until the situ- 
ation should be relieved. 

The House of Representatives, fearful of the political responsi- 
bility of ignoring this prayer in the face of the country, clamor- 
ous for some settlement of our currency question, pigeonholed 
the resolution of adjournment which had already reached them 
from the Senate, and then, sensible of the absurdity of hanging 
on through the holiday season without an effort at legislation, 
proceeded to the immediate passage of the Dingley tariff bill, for 
which there had been no administrative demand, and which, on 
the contrary, had been pronounced entirely unnecessary. 

Its inspiration came not from the woolgrowers, for the head of 
their association, Mr. Lawrence, lingered at the door of the 
House committee room, and could get no audience of that com- 
mittee whereby he might demonstrate, as he had been endeavor- 
ing to do for a month ben the utter insufficiency of the McKinley 
rates to prevent woolen manufacturers from purchasing some 
wool abroad to furnish employment for American labor, and 
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he now withholds his approval of this proffered bounty and 
denounces in unstinted terms the inadequacy of the pro rate, 
having called upon his association to send their alleged million 


votes by proxy for a demonstration against the bill at the national 
capital on January 20, 1897. 
is bill was not inspired by the woolen manufacturers, for 
many of them say that the proposed rates are prohibitory on all 
wools of large shrinkage. It came not from the iron men, for they 
are unanimous in Seat 3 that no form of iron needs a cent more 
of protection above the high rates of the present law, except cotton 
ties and tin plate. 
In this connection, Mr. President, I call attention to a report 


just made by the special agent of the Secretary of the Treasury 


1896. 


upon tin plate. I repeat now what I had the honor to state in 
Ji 1 when discussing the sale of bonds, that when 
the Wilson bill was pending before the Senate it was proposed on 
the part of the tariff reformers—those of us who believe in a tariff 
for revenue and not for protection—that the duty upon tin plate, 
which under the McKinley Act was 2.2 cents per pound, should 
be reduced 1.1 cents, making it 1.1 cents, as it is now in that act. 
We were met with the protests of the protectionists, and with the 
prophecy by the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH], the 
most active of all the protection element in this Chamber, that if 
1 cent should be taken from the protective duty upon tin plate 
it would absolutely destroy that industry in the United States. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I am sure the Senator from Missouri does not 
wish to misrepresent me. 

Mr. VEST. Not at all. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I made no such statement. 

Mr. VEST. But the Senator did make it when we were dis- 
cussing the Wilson bill. 

Mr, ALDRICH. I beg the Senator's pardon. He will find no 
such statement made by me. 

Mr. VEST. Well, Mr. President, I do not think my memory is 
at fault, and I will refer to the RECORD h ; but I assert 
that it was the contention on the part of the protectionists. 
the Senator deny that? Did he not resist the decrease of the duty 
upon tin plate? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I resisted the decrease of the duty upon tin 
plate, for the reason that I believed then, as I believe now, that if 
there had been no reduction of the rate fixed by the act of 1890 
instead of having half the market for American producers we 
should have had the whole of it. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I reassert—and the debates upon 
the Wilson bill will prove that I am absolutely correct—that the 
whole protection vote of this Chamber was cast against that 
decrease of duty; and the contention in that debate was that if 
we took 1.1 cents off from the protective duty on tin plate it 
would result in disaster to the American industry and put the 
consumers of this country absolutely at the mercy of the Welsh 
producers of tin plate. I read in Jan last, when discussing 
the bond issue and incidentally the tariff question, the report 
which had come from Mr. Ayer, the special agent of the Treasury 
Department—and he can not be accused of any proclivities toward 
my side of the question—showing that even then there had been 
a large increase in ie pears capacity of the tin-plate manu- 
factories in the United States; and I now ask the 8 etary to 
read from his last report, made nearly a year afterwards, the part 
which I have marked to show that the increase of the manufac- 
ture of tin plate continues under the reduction of 1.1 cents a 


und. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
OFFICE or SPECIAL AGENT, TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Custom-House, New York, October 28, 1896. 


Sin: I have the honor to report that during the fiscal year ended June 3), 
c 
was pounds, unds produ uring the previous 
fiscal year, showing thereby an W production of more than 58 per cent. 


Mr. VEST. Mr. President, no object lesson can be more sig- 
nificant than this. The contention on the part of those of us who 
opposed the McKinley rates of tariff taxation was that the duties 
were too high, that the American manufacturers would succeed 
and prosper under reduced duties, and that there was no neces- 
sity for putting these enormous burdens upon the consumers of 
the United States in the name of American industry. Two and 
two-tenths cents, as I now repeat, was the duty upon tin plate 
under the McKinley tariff law. At the point of the legislative 
bayonet we reduced that duty 1.1 cents a pound, and now we 
have this report showing that there has n this enormous 
increase in the American production of tin and terne plate with 
that reduction of duty. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator allow me? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 
yield to the Senator froin Rhode Island? 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from Missouri is familiar with 
the conditions of the iron and steel industry in the United States, 
and being thus familiar, he is undoubtedly aware, as every other 
gentleman is who is familiar with the subject, that the rates now 
existing under the so-called Gorman-Wilson law are more pro- 
tective on the whole iron and steel schedule than were the rates 
of the McKinley bill at the time that the bill was adopted. 

Mr. VEST. Oh, Mr. President—— 

Mr. ALDRICH. A great change has taken place in the condi- 
tion of the iron and steel industry here and abroad. 

Mr. VEST. That is the old story with which the Senator under- 
took to answer me in January last, as the RECORD will show, when 
I called attention to the increased production of tin and terne 
plate at that time in the United States, and I reply to him now, as 
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I did then, that he can not evade this argument os se 
article by saying that the whole of the iron and steel schedule is 
protective in the Wilson law. 

I take, now, an article which has been conspicuous in the tariff 
discussion, an article which has repeatedly come before Congress 
Claiming additional protection, and I show that after we reduced 
the rates of the McKin! ey Act 1 cent per pound there has been an 
unprecedented and unparalleled increase of production on the 
part of the manufacturers in this country. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator from Missouri allow me 
another interruption? . 

Mr. VEST. tainly. 

Mr. ALDRICH. In 1890, when the rates were imposed upon 
tin plate, the Senator from Missouri and his friends said it was 
physically impossible to make any tin plate in the United States, 
and er said also that the duty of 2.2 cents per pound would 
be added to the price of every pound of tin plate sold in the United 
States subsequent to that time. The results have shown, as stated 
in the article read by the Senator from Missouri, that last year 
one-half of the tin plates consumed in the United States was made 
in the United States. 

We could show also by figures that instead of the price having 
been increased by the rate of 2.2 cents per pound it never has 
been so low as it is to-day; that there has been a constant reduc- 
tion in price from that day to this. These results are owing, first, 
to the protective tariff imposed by the act of 1890, and second, to 
the protective duty of 1.1 cents a pound, a ific duty imposed 
v the Senator from Missouri and his friends in the act of 1894, 

you had treated tin plate as you did some other products in that 
bill, namely, b 5 a small ad valorem rate upon it instead 
of a high specific, that industry would have been prostrated. 

Mr. VEST. No matter what may have been said in discussion 
or in debate by myself or by anybody else, the fact remains, and it 
can not be obscured by the Senator from Rhode Island, that he 
and his protection friends placed inthe McKinley Act a protect- 
ive duty of 2.2 cents a pound upon tin and terne plate, and they 
did it because they said it was necessary to build up the manu- 
facture of those articles in this country. Of course I opposed that 
increased duty. Ihave opposed every increased duty, and I have 
done so upon the broad ground that it comes from the pockets of 
the consumers of this country. 

Now, when we reduced that duty 1 cent a pound in the Wilson 
Act against the opposition and contention of the Senator from 
Rhode Island and his associates, we find that the directly op 
site result has come from what he then prophesied, showing that 
the duties in the McKinley Act were too high, that they were 
oppressive and exorbitant. i 

he Senator from Rhode Island does not agree with the Presi- 
dent-elect of the United States in tothe cause of the increased 
production of tin plate in this country. I read the other day an 
interview with Mr. McKinley at Canton upon the tariff question, 
in which he accounted for the increased production of tin plate in 
this country by saying that it was the economical uction 
caused by the natural oil which had been applied to tin-plate manu- 
facture in Indiana. After I saw that statement I turned to the 
list of manufacturers of tin and terne plate in the United States, 
old and new, and I found that there were 77 new manufacturers, 
and out of that number but 5 are in the State of Indiana. 
McKinley must be mistaken when he ascribes the enormous increase 
of production and the cheapening of prices in this country to the 
use of natural oil. 

No, Mr. President, these facts can not be answered except by a 
surrender on the of the Senator from Rhode Island and hi 
associates of the contention that the enormous duties in the McKin- 
ley Act were necessary to the manufacturers of the United States. 

is bill, I repeat, comes not from the iron men, for they are 
unanimous in declaring that no form of iron needs a cent more of 
protection above the high rates of the present law, except cotton 
ties and tin plate. 

It is but a spasmodic effort to discredit the act of 1894, that freed 
the people from so many burdens, gave them higher prices for 
their wools, built more woolen mills, increased the wages of the 
operatives, gave the people cheaper and better clothes, and put in 

e Treasury from woolen goods as much money as the McKinley 
rates realized in 1894 from both wools and woolens. It is a crude, 
badly constructed makeshift, and even the dignified report upon 
the bill admitted that it was ‘‘not a measure of what might be 
done when all branches of the Government are in harmony with 
the majority of the House on protection lines, as a majority hope 
can be done in 1897-98.” 

There has never yet been a tariff placed upon wool which was 
not a disappointment to its friends and denounced by the men it 
was intended to benefit. 

The records of Congress will bear melancholy proof that every 
wool tariff has been followed by disaster to the trade and a clamor 
for more protection. The opium habit has no stronger hold upon 
its unfortunate victims than has the protection habit. It was 
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fondly imagined that the McKinley bill had reached the summit 
of protectionist demands, and that belief carried with it the com- 
fort that, come what might, no more could ever be asked. Yet, 
in his letter of December 26, 1895, the head of the Wool Growers’ 
Association says: 

Under it prices of wools constantly declined, and the inevitable result would 
ha ve been 4 failure to secure prosperity to American sheep husbandry. 

Even in Texas, where the cost of growing wool is as low. if not 
less, than in any other State, sheep declined in numbers from 
4,218,812 in 1890 to 2,859,269 in 1894. 

Now, look at the results under the free-wool period. With do- 
mestic wool constantly declining in price under the rates of the 
McKinley bill, which let in foreign cloths, paying over 100 per 
cent duty, reduced wages, and shut up factories, we find the home 
supply totally inadequate for the revival of our manufactures 
under a free-wool system, and we not only exhaust our home sup- 

ly of wools, but import 250,000,000 pounds of foreign wools to 
WAS busy the wheels of the old mills, and supply more new mills 
than were ever built in a single year before, and this not on a 
declining price for wools, but on one higher than four years of 
McKinley rates had left them. 

The year 1895 built more mills for textile work than any year 
under the high McKinley rates and built 61 new woolen mills, 
against 45 in 1894. 

The Wool and Cotton Reporter, commenting on the growth of 
our carpet trade, says: 

It may be assumed that if cloth and d manufacturers had been 
afforded their raw material at equally low rates (with carpet wools) during 
the same od they would have obtained equal control of the home mar- 
ket.” (January 2, 1506, page 19.) 

And a prominent importer of woolen goods says— 

That with only a year and a half of free wool the domestic manufacturer 
has made such strides as to control the market; that present rates are prac- 
tically prohibitory, and the imports of woolen cloths are bound to decrease. 
With a mar of 50 per cent the home manufacturer can easily undersell the 
foreign of like grades. - 

In order to test the accuracy of that prediction, I call attention 
to the statement of the Treasury Department just made for S 
tember, 1896. which shows that in 1895, for the nine months end- 
ing with the month of September, there were imported into the 
United States woolen goods amounting in quantity to 56,958,193 
pounds, of the value of $87,528,761. In 1896, for the nine months 
ending with September, there were imported into the United 
States of woolen goods 35,932,642 pounds, of the value of $56,615,- 
877, showing that the prediction which I have incorporated in my 
remarks made more t a year ago has come true and the im- 
portation of woolen goods has fallen off from $87,528,761 in 1895 
to $56,615,877 in 1896. ; 5 $ 

The proposed bill is nearly impossible of administration. The 
horizontal bill of 1884 was simplicity itself compared with this, 
yet that brought a protest from the Treas Department on 
account of the difficulties which conditional rates would involve. 

This bill reenacts the McKinley law. and to determine a rate it 
will be necessary to consult not only the new bill, but the Wilson 
Act, the McKinley Act, and the market price of any given article 
to determine what rate is to be applied. 

Take as an instance—and not a lone instance by any means, but 
one is enough—the ordinary article of toilet soap. e last mee 
of this description which came under the McKinley rate was wort 
42 cents per pound and the duty was 15 cents per pound, ora little 
above 35 per cent ad valorem. The Wilson law made the rate 35 

r cent. Now, the 15 per cent 1 additional duty will carry 
it above the McKinley rate, and therefore the McKinley rate is to 
apply for the present. If the price advances a little, so that the 
MeRinley ad valorem falls below the Wilson 35 per cent, then the 
Wilson rate is to apply, but if in this age of declining prices and 
in the utilization of hitherto waste products the price of soap should 
decline, or if only cheaper grades are impo: , then neither the 
McKinley nor the Wilson rate is to apply, but the new rate of 40.25 
per cent. No two soaps will bear the same rate nor will the same 
soap bear a like rate two 2 hi in succession or at any two ports of 
entry, and it will take double or treble the custom-house force to 
keep track of the range of prices and the change of rates, The 
scheme is absurd. The instanced soap problem is simple in com- 
parison to that of cotton cloth, where the intricate classification 
of the number of threads to the square inch in the old law is revived 
and the Wilson method of an ad valorem duty on the yard and 
pound must be both compared and prices watched to determine 
the possible rate which may be applicable at any particular hour 
of entry. 

The probable results of this tariff bill upon the revenues under 
the wool and woolen schedule have been estimated from three 
standpoints. The friends of the bill take the importations of 
wools and cloths in the last year under the reduced Wilson rates 
and assume-a like importation under the proposed prohibitory 
rates, thus securing an apparent increase of $12,000,000 from wool 
duties and nearly $19,000,000 from woolens. The Treas De- 
partment takes the year 1893 as the last normal importation of 
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both wools and cloths, undisturbed by any panic or threat of tar- 
iff revision. and from this they estimate there will be an increase 
of but $6,000,000 from wool and no appreciable increase from wool- _ 
ens over the receipts of 1895. The last estimate takes the fiscal 
year 1895 for a basis, and this gives six months’ importations of 
woolens under the . McKinley rates and six months 
under the reduced Wilson rates, and gives as a result $12,000,000 
increase in the wool duties and $10,000,000 increase in woolens. 

Of course each individual who gives a thought to the subject 
will select his own basis for an estimate, but it is worth noting 
that the men most directly interested—the woolen manufactur- 
ers—vehemently insist that the specific rates proposed are abso- 
lutely prohibitory on all foreign wools of large shrinkage and 
shut them out as possible bidders for lots of foreign wools now 
needed in their business. They are, however, still under the fear 
of the threats of the wool men, who claim a million votes, and 
perhaps these manufacturers may be induced to hold their 
or even be scared into an approval of the change proposed. Heat 
while it is refreshing to notice what even partisan bias can not 
misinterpret, and that is the wonderful advance which our woolen 
mills have made in the last year. They have secured the home 
market. The heavy importations of wools only prove the success 
of the home manufacturers; and while the importations of wool- 
ens were heavy at first, to fill the depleted shelves of the jobbers, 
the importers are emphatic in saying that with free wool even the 
Wilson rates upon cloths are prohibitory, and that woolen impor- 
tations will surely decline, even without any change in the law. 
We manufactured in 1895 nearly 550,000,000 pounds of wool in 
this country, an amount never before approached, and a return 
now to the old system will mean disaster to the manufacturer, 
and he recognizes this to an extent that has set him to demanding 
an ad valorem duty upon wool. The cryis almost universal from 
manufacturing centers. Give us, if any, an ad valorem tariff on 
wool,” and some of the manufacturers even claim that they can 
better stand an ad valorem of 60 per cent on wool rather than 
the proposed specific rate, which does not reach 40 per cent on the 
average imported wools, mouga prohibitory on many others. 

I ask the Secretary to read this estimate from the Treasu 
rit ag shea as to the revenue results of the proposed Dingley tari 
ac 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested, 
The Secretary read as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF STATISTICS, 
‘ Washington, D. C, December 81, 1895. 

We have taken the 88 of wool and woolens for 5 during 
the year ending June 30, 1893, as nearer the normal 1894 or 1895. 

In the fiscal year 1893, under the McKinley law, there were collected on raw 
wool $8,147,220, or 44.27 per cent ad valorem. The estimated duties on raw 
wool, according to the rates of the Dingley bill, would be n or 33.93 
per cans ad valorem, showing an increase over the Wilson bill by the latter 
amount. : 

On manufactures of wool the McKinley law, in the fiscal year 1893, pro- 
duced in duties $36,451,552, or 98.55 per cent ad valorem. The rates of the 
Dingley bill on the same importations would produce 7.7. 712, or 75.73 per 
cent ad Valorem. But as the Wilson bill did not take effect on manufactures 
A 92 7 until January 1, 1895, we have not a complete year's duties under 


burns the year ending June 30, 1895 (six months McKinley and six months 
Wilson bill), the duties were $20,698,268. Taking the actual collections under 
the Wilson bill uring the nine months endini optante 30,1895, and esti- 
mating the duties on the imports of the remaining three months at the actual 
ad valorem rate collected during the nine months ending September 30, 1895, 
viz, 47.74 per cent ad valorem—we find that the duties collected during the 
calendar year 1895 under the Wilson bill would be about $23,000,000, or about 
the same amount as would be collected at the rates of the Dingley bill if the 
imports were as in 1893. 

m this basis of calculation the Dingley bill would not produce more than 
the increased duties on raw wool 


Mr. VEST. When I addressed the Senate in January last I 
made the assertion, and produced market quotations to substan- 
tiate it, that under the McKinley tariff law the prices of domestic 
wools in the United States had constantly and 3 decreased; 
that from year to year while that law was in effect the prices of 
wools in the Boston market went down, and that the enormous 
duty upon wool imposed by the McKinley Act did not benefit, as 
Mr. Lawrence, the shepherd king of Ohio, says, the producer of 
wool or the woolgrower in this country. I will not repeat what 
I said then, but I ask permission to insert in my remarks the table 
which I then produced and which is of as much force now as then, 


wool. 


In i nda 1891, about one year after the McKinley bill took effect, Ohio, 
7 vania, and West Virginia XX was worth in the Boston market 30 to 
cen 


cents, being a fall of 2 cents a pound. 
ania, and ck el Virginia X was worth in September, 1891, in 


In October, 1892, it was worth in the same market 27 to 27}. 
Mee name 1391, No. 1 was worth in the Boston market 35 to 36 cents, and 
9. cen 
In October, 1892, No. 1 was worth in the same market 82} to 33 cents, and 
No. 2 31} to cents. 
In September, 1891, fine unwashed was worth in the Boston market 21 to 22 


cents. 
In October, 1892, it was worth 19 to 20 cents. 
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In the Boston market in September, 1891, Michigan, New York, and New 
England was worth 27 cents. 

In October, 1892, it was worth 25 to 26 cents. 
. 1891, Oregon (scoured) was worth in the Boston market from 

cents. = 

In October, 1892, it was worth 53 to 56 cents. 
an 8 1891, Texas (scoured) was worth in the Boston market 60 to 

cen 

In October, 1892, 56 to 58 cents. 

These returns are taken from the official bulletin of the National Associa- 
tion of Wool Manufacturers for 1891 and This was under the McKin- 


Fine un- 


gradual improvement in 3 during one year under 
6 American Wool and Cotton 
Reporter for December 19, 1895, which I have and can produce if necessary. 

But I called attention also to the fact that under free wool as 
adopted in the Wilson tariff law the price of domestic wool had 
increased; that at the time that law went into effect in 1894, the 

rice of XX Ohio wool, the test wool, in the Boston market was 
18 to 19 cents; that under the provisions of the Wilson law at the 
time I spoke, in January, the price had gone up to 19 or 20 cents 
per pound. I was answered then with the prediction that that 
was a mere temporary thing; that the price would 8 
decline under the operation of the provisions of the derided Wil- 
son Act, ; 

I have now before me the Boston market quotations just made, 
showing that last week the same grade of wool, XX Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, sold in the Boston market for 19 to 20 cents.~ So 
under free wool the price of domestic wool has increased in the 
United States notwithstanding’ the enormous importation of for- 
eign wools. This price has held its own and remains stationary 
under the much-derided and abused law.” There can be no illus- 
tration more pertinent or more unanswerable in regard to these 
two systems, the one the enormous duties on domestic wool under 
the McKinley law, the other the free-wool system which the 
Democratic 3 in the Wilson Act. — 

It is true, Mr. President, that the importation of foreign wools 
has decreased. I have here a statement which I saw in a news- 
paper this morning, taken from the official reports of the Treas- 
ury Department, in regard to all imports. For the month of Sep- 
tember the imports into this country decreased $13,000,000, and 
for the eleven months ending with September they decreased $117,- 
000,000. Why this decrease of imports into the United States? 
If there be anything in the old argument of a balance of trade in 
favor of this country we have it to-day. Yet I undertake to 
say the people of the United States were never suffering from 

ter business and monetary depression than now. I repeat 
atif the theory that the balance of trade causes prosperity to 
the country be true, why is it that we have not prosperity now, 
when we are exporting much more largely than we are import- 
ing? Why this decrease of imports? Because the people of this 
country are unable to buy either foreign or domestic goods. Why 
is it that to-day the manufacturers are complaining feo use they 
can not sell to the jobbers, and the jobbers can not sell to the 
retail merchants, and the traveling men are going through the 
country deploring the fact that they are not able to collect and 
not able to sell? The balance of trade is in our favor. Weare 
upon the gold standard. = a è : : 

We were told that if McKinley should be elected prosperity 
would flood this country like the sunshine of a summer day. 
McKinley was elected. as prosperity come? Confidence was to 
be restored. Confidence, then, has been restored. What has been 
the result of this confidence? The people buy neither domestic 
nor foreign pou Do you expect by increasing the tariff rates, 
as we are told now au 5 must be done, that you will 
put more money into the pockets of the people; that you will give 
them greater ability to buy by increasing their taxes? And, Mr. 
President, the pretense is that this is to be done in order to get 
money to pay the ordinary expensesof the Government. Turnto 

our money statement put upon our desks this morning. The 
etary of the Treasury reports $126,000,000 surplus money in 

the Treasury over and above the gold reserve—money idle, not 
used for any purpose whatever. What do you propose to do with 
our increased tariff taxation in the bill which the chairman of 

e Committee on 9 771 and Means advertises this morning is now 
in preparation and will be offered at the extra session? What do 

ou propose to do with your increased duties? Put more money 
in the Treasury, to lie there idle and to be withdrawn from circu- 
lation? Why, if the deficit should continue as now, which is not 
at all probable, until the middle of McKinley’s Administration, it 
would not exhaust the $126,000,000 of idle money we have on 
hand. Why should not that money be sent out amongst, the 


people? 

We are told there is $22.85 per capita circulation in this country. 
A more atrocious falsehood was never put in print or uttered by 
mi 


ortalman. This is a fictitious estimate; I carenot whether made 


by Mr. Foster or Mr. Carlisle. There is no such money in circu- 
lation in the United States. They take no account of the bank 
reserves, State and national. They amount to over $600,000,000 at 
the least, locked up by law, that can not be used by the people nor 
paid out by the officials of those institutions. And yet they are 
counted from year to year until this moss-coyered lie is absolutely 
accepted by many people as the truth. There is no such amount 
as $22.85 per capita in circulation in the country. 8 
What we want and must have in this country is more circulat- 
ing medium. Do you expect to furnish it with your increased 
tariff duties? i 
We are told that with an increased tariff taxation to pay th 
expenses of the Government relief will come to the people. How? 
Increase taxes; pile up more money in the Treasury and add to 
the $126,000,000 of idle money there to-day; withdraw it from cir- 
culation, and yet give relief to the por of the United States! 
But, Mr. President, even if the absurd position should be taken 
that it is necessary to have more money in the Treasury, I deny 
that increased tariff duties will bring it. We can judge only by 
experience. If we turn to the Treasury reports in regard to tari 
taxation it will be seen that the McKinley high rates decreased 
the amount collected from ports in this country. I hold in my 
hand a Treasury statement of the receipts and e ditures of the 


Government from its Papaning until now. If we turn to the 
three McKinley years, ing the im receipts for 1890 (and 
the McKinle w went into effect, I believe, in October, 1890), 


there was collected in 1890 from import duties $229,668,384. 
Now, mark. In the year 1891, with an enormous increase of 
tariff duties, the import duties fell from $229,832,000 to $219,- 


452,000. 

Now take the import duties for 1892, when the McKinley law 
was in full force and in uninterrupted operation. The duties col- 
lected continue to fall from $219,452, to $177,450,000, and in 
1893 they went back from $177,000,000 to $203,000,000. But under 
the McKinley law at no time were the receipts from import duties 
as large as in the years ers | the enactment of that law. 
How isit possible, then, by in tariff taxation, to do what our 
friends on the other side propose to do—put more money into the 


Treasury? 

I voted, Mr. President, against taking up the Dingley bill for 
consideration because I was opposed to it. I should vote against 
taking peer other bill increasing tariff taxation, because I am 
opposed to it. There is no necessity for any increase. It will be 

e enough to increase duties upon imports or to look after new 
sources of revenue when we have exhausted the idle money now 
in the Treasury. : S 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. May I call the attention of the 
Senator from Missouri to a fact? I suppose he takes into consid- 
eration the fact that taking the duty off of sugar alone reduced 
the amount of income some $52,000,000. es 

Mr. VEST. That is true, but the McKinley Act enormously 
increased the duty out of all proportion upon other articles. We 
collected under.the McKinley law upon imports of woolen 
100 per cent. The appraised valuation of these woolen cloths at 
the custom-houses was some thirty-six million five hundred and 
odd thousand dollars, and we collected within a fraction of the 
same amount in duty. 2 8 — tee y 

No, Mr. President, I repeat that the only relief you can give to 
this country, as much as it may be derided, as much as I ma 
subject myself to the oft-repeated charge of being a lunatic an 
an anarchist and a repudiator, is in giving more money to the 
people: No country can be prosperous with an increasing popu- 

tion and a decreasing volume of money. You have a system 
now which congests the money of the country. - It is found in the 
banks and money centers. It is said that we have $600,000,000 in 
gold. Does it circulate among the people? Does it relieve the 
middle and lower classes of people in the United States? : 

Mr. President, this issue can not be smothered by abuse and 
ridicule. - The man who thinks that the last election has termi- 
nated the struggle is unfit to legislate for a free people; he knows 
nothing about the great popular impulses and heart throbs that 
sent millions to the polls for free silver. If weare anarchists and 
lunatics when we that the mints be opened to the free coi 
of silver, then this country is lost, because there were 6,499,000 
American freemen who stamped themselves as lunatics and an- 
archists at the election in November last. William J. Bryan, the 
“boy orator,” who has been caricatured and slandered and ridi- 
culed, polled 47.1 per cent of the entire vote, and McKinley’s 
pops majority was barely 600,000 in a poll of nearly 14,000,000. 

there be in this country 6,499,000 anarchists and lunatics and 
enemies of the public welfare, God help the Republic and free 
institutions; we are lost. ; 

But it is a vile slander, The men who voted for Bryan are as 
honest and patriotic and law abiding as any upon the face of the 
earth. Wedo not pro to be ridiculed out of what we think to 
be right and just.- We are for equality. We adhere to the prin- 
ciples which the fathers of the Republic declared, that there should 


| 
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be no mono 
the single gold standard is the vilest monopoly that was ever manu- 


lies, no class legislation, no exclusive privileges; and 


ed in the brain of mortal man. 

ca President, I do not care to say more of 1 election than 
t, in my opinion, it was a parody upon popular government 
and free institutions. For one I am curious to know what will 
be the result of the investigation proposed under the resolution of 
the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. Tress}. I should like to under- 
stand why in the new and growing States of Texas and the West 
_there has been no increase of population in four rs, while in 
the old, finished, aud complete States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illi- 
nois there has been an enormous increase, such as never was found 

before in any census of the United States. 

Tam constrained to believe that the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. CHANDLER} was correct when in a published interview 
he dec that the St. Louis convention was honeycombed with 
corruption; that the delegates were bought and sent there for the 
sole purpose of nominating Mr. McKinley. This was noebullition 
of partisan passion or of personal zeal for Mr. REED; for the distin- 
para Senator from New Hampshire afterwards, in a deliberate 
etter to the Senator from Massachusetts . LODGE], wherein he 
undertook to explain why Mr. McKinley had divided the approba- 
tion of the New 8 Republicans with Mr. REED, reiterated 
the charge and declared that every word he had uttered in regard 
to the composition of the St. Louis convention was true. 

Sir, when the average American citizen hears from such high 
Republican authority that the convention which nominated the 
candidate of the Republican pey was made up of delegations 
procured by money, that the delegates were sent there by the use 
of money, he is very apt to inquire how the stream that comes 
from so corrupt a source can be pure. 4 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, I have no disposition to try to 
follow the Senator from Missouri in his arguments to-day, but he 

has made two statements to which it seems to me some attention 
should be paid, as they are certainly very misleading. I have no 
doubt one of them grows out of his defective memory as to what 
occurred in the Senate at the time when the Wilson bill was under 
discussion here. 

The Senator from Missouri stated that the Republican Senators 
resisted the reduction of a cent a imc on tin fare saying that if 
the reduction were made it would ruin the industry, and that the 
3 sought to maintain the Me Kinley rates upon that 

e. 


The facts are not as stated Le She Senator from Missouri. 
When this subject was before the te for consideration, as the 
RECORD, page 5144, will show, I moved that the rate be increased 
upon tin plates from 1.2, which was the rate recommended by 
the committee, and is the rate in the existing law, to 1.5, an 
increase of three-tenths of a cent a pound; and the reasons which 
I stated were that the rate upon black sheets as fixed by the same 
bill was 1.225 cents a pound, and the rate upon the finished prod- 
uct was 1.2. For the purpose of making the bill in itself har- 
monious, I moved to add three-tenths of a cent to the rate sug- 
genog by the committee, and nowhere in the course of that long 

iscussion was a statement made by any Senator upon this side 
that it was necessary to maintain the rate of 2.2 cents, or that 
the reduction suggested by the committee would ruin the indus- 
try. So much for that. 

The Senator stated, as I understood him, in the course of his 
remarks, that the woolen manufacturing industry of the United 
States had never been in its history as prosperous as it is to-day. 
No statement could possibly be wider of the mark. There never 
has been a time, I venture to say, in thirty pr at least, when 
the woolen manufacturing industry of the United States was so 
depressed and so unsatisfactory as it is at this very minute. Peti- 
tions are coming here every day from the woolen manufacturers 
of every section of the country imploring Congress by some method 
to give them relief from the existing condition of depression, and 
from the importations which threaten the very existence of the 
interest. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 o’clock having arrived, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, which 
will be stated. 

The Secretary. A bill (H. R. 7864) toamend the immigration 
laws of the United States. 

Mr. FRYE. Lask that the unfinished business may be laid aside 
informally that the Senator from Missouri may finish his remarks. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Maine? The Chair hears none. The Senator 
from Missouri will 


: Presi 1 

Mr. VEST. Mr. ident, I am obliged to the Senator from 
Maine for his courtesy in suggesting that I should continue, but I 
will not detain the Senate more than a moment, 

The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] admits that 
when we were considering the Wilson bill he moved to increase 


the duty upon tin plate from one cent and two-tenths to one cent 
and five-tenths per pound. Why he did so is utterly immaterial 
to thisissue. I assert now, notwithstanding his statement—and 
I think the memory of every Senator who was then in this body 
will confirm what I state—that the duty proposed by the commit- 
tee of one cent and two-tenths, which was a reduction of 1 cent 
per pound from the McKinley rate, was resisted by every protec- 
tionist Senator in this Chamber. I recollect distinctly that the 
1 Senator from Pennsylvania . QUAY] was persistent in 

attempt to retain the original McKinley rate, and if he could 
do no better that the decrease should be simply fractional. 

What I state, and that is the salient point Sort is that here 
was a test of the two systems, the one the Has ange wigs duty of 
2.2 cents a pound upon tin plate in the McKinley Act and the 
other a duty of about one-half, or 1.2 cents, under the Wilson 
bill, and that under the reduction the industry of manufacturing 
tin and terne plate in the United States has increased in almost a 
fabulous degree. That is all. Whether I have misquoted the 
Senator from Rhode Island as to the words he or not is 
utterly immaterial to the great truth which I have enunciated 
and which the record shows. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator allow me right there to ask 
him a question? — 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Does the Senator attribute the lar 
which has taken place in the 3 of tin plate in 
to the existence of the duty fixed 55 the Wilson bill? 

Mr. VEST. No, Mr. President, Ido not. I think it would be 
well if that duty werereduced. I believe that the manufacturers 
in the United States, with our natural resources, can compete 
with foreign manufacturers with only the difference ee UY 


e increase 
is country 


the cost of tra rtation and labor. 

Mr. ALDRIC I will ask the Senator another question. Does 
he think that if 20 per cent ad valorem or any other uliar 
revenue duty had been fixed on tin plate at that time the price 
would have proportionately less now? 

Mr. VEST. Ihave not the slightest doubt of it. I think the 


result has been achieved by the enterprise, capital, and natural 
resources of this country, by the improvement in machinery and 
the superiority of inventive skill and talent which make ourlabor 
the best in the world. Let any man go to Europe and look at 
their methods of production and then come home and look at ours, 
We talk about the difference in labor. The American workman 
in one hour can produce more of infinitely 5 than the 
foreign workman in two hours. All our meth are superior. 
We are the most inventive liain Yas in the world, and of all the 
people in the world we can best do without artificial protection. 

r. ALDRICH. I dislike to interrupt the Senator, but if it 
will not interrupt him I should like to him still another ques- 
tion. How does he explain the fact that prior to the 5 of 
=i = of 1890 not a pound of tin plate was made in the United 

tes 
Mr. VEST. Simply as I would explain the absence of any other 
article in the United State prior to the time when our people 


engaged in its manufactnre. 
r. FRYE. Will the Senator allow me? 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator can not do that, because when there 
was no duty on tin plate, at three different times we tried in 
the United States to manufacture tin plate, and immediately on 
starting our mills Great Britain cut down the price of tin 
plate and broke them down. It was an absolute failure and never 
was any success until the duty was placed on tin plate in the 
McKinley Act. 

Mr. VEST. I beg the Senator's pardon; the reason why we 
produced no tin plate in the United States was because our capi- 
talists could not see their way clear to make it profitable. They 
did not have the skilled labor. They did not know anything of 
the necessary methods. It was not owing to the lack of a pro- 
tective tariff; it was simply owing to the absence of the machin- 
ery and the men to work it. The minute that the American 
capitalists around Pittsburg found that they could make money 
by manufacturing tin and terne plate they procured the machin- 
ery, brought the laborers here from abroad, went into the busi- 
ness, and then found immediately, not by virtue of any protection, 
but because of our natural resources, that we could not only com- 
pete, but that we could excel foreigners in the manufacture of 
this article. 

Mr. FRYE. But, if the Senator will allow me, it is a little 
singular that this watchful capital of the United States did not 
receive any encouragement, and did not get the skilled labor, and 
did not make their discoveries until there was a duty placed on 
tin plate in the McKinley Act. 

VEST. That duty was put on under the universal demand 
for protection which comes to us when any tariff bill is made. 
The Senator from Rhode Island, for instance, tells us that the 
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manufacturers of wool are clamoring now for a change and for 
more protection. Of course they are. You might as well expect 
a man who is a slave to the drink habit not to demand more and 
more of what is killing him from day to day as to expect that 
any man who can get an increase of a protective duty will not 
come here and demandit. Wait until your extra session is called 
and you open the doors here. My friend from Rhode Island 
knows very well what will happen. A lot of hun coyotes 
from the plains famished and starving when they smell a dead 
deer will not be more greedy and avaricious than every class of 
manufacturers in this country. and if they can get no other argu- 
ment they will come here, as they do from time to time when a 
tariff bill is up, and say, Well, I am doing pretty well, but I 
voted the ticket, I subscribed to elect McKinley, and I want my 
part of this bounty; I am entitled to it.” If you give it to one 
you must give it to another. Whoever heard that there was any 
end to protection? 

Now, the Senator from Rhode Island says the woolen manufac- 
turers are suffering. I read here in January and have before me 
now reports from the Woolen and Cotton Reporter. That is good 
authority with the Senator from Rhode Island. It ought to be. 
It published his speech on the tariff and sent out 50,000 copies. 
[Laughter.] It is not possible that ay friend would be so un- 
weed as to go back on the organ that trumpeted his praise 

oughout the country in 1890. Then he was with them the 

t apostle of protection, the most distinguished statesman upon 

is floor. When I ask him if he 1 what they state, he shakes 
his head. Does he intend to deny what they said about himself? 

Mr. President, that is the organ of the cotton and woolen manu- 
facturers of this country. I know it was attacked here because I 
read page after page in which that paper stated that the year 
1895, under free wool, had been the most successful to the wool- 
povas and the woolen manufacturers of any yearin our history. 

Senators pretend to say there were not 61 new factories put up 
in that year, against 45 in 1894? There were more than in any 
other year in the history of this Government. How do they ac- 
count for it? Do they believe that these astute men, these shrewd 
capitalistsin the United States, would put their moneyin a losing 
venture? Do they believe that new woolen mills would be put up 
under free wool if it is deadly to the woolen interests of the United 
States? No, Mr. President, they were put up and were in opera- 
tion a year ago, from the public statements of the Woolen and 
Cotton Reporter, and they are in operation to-day so far as Iknow. 
When the Senator simply says that the woolen manufacturers 
demand more protection, he says whatis true of any interest in the 
United States when you once opan the door for tariff legislation. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, | desire just one word, and that is 
copy to say that from my own personal knowledge there never 
has been a time since I have had anything to do with public affairs 
when the woolen industry of this country was as near dead as it 
is 3 ; 

Mr. T. Will my friend permit me? Is not that observa- 
tion true in to every interest in this country? 

Mr. FRYE. Not at all. It is not. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. How about the farming interest? 

Mr. VEST. I do not know how it is in Maine, but I know that 
in the State of Missouri, the fifth State in the Union, there never 
‘was such depression, especially among the farmers of the country; 
and it extends to all departments of business. 

Mr. FRYE. I desire to make one other statement in relation 
to that matter. A leading woolen manufacturer stated in a pub- 
lic address about four months ago that one-half of the woolen 
mills in the United States had their doors closed. Secretary North, 
of the American Wool Association, replied by saying it was not 
strictly true that one-half the woolen mills had their doors closed, 
but if you took into consideration those running on third time, 
those running on half time, and those closed it was a fact that 
one-half of the woolen cards in the United States of America had 
stopped running. In my own State I know it is true that one-half 
the mills have closed their doors. 

Mr. VEST. Now? 

Mr. FRYE, Now. I wasin a little town called Dexter, where 
there were five woolen mills. Four of them had their doors closed, 
and they had been closed for six months. One of them was run- 
ning on half time. That is true of the woolen industry of the 
United States. Iam not saying what the causes may be. The 
Senator and I would e 
that is a fact which I think everybody familiar with the manu- 
facturing industry recognizes. 

Mr. MILLS. Before hetakes his seat, will my friend from Maine 
tell me how he accounts for the fact that though the importa- 
tions of wool have been much larger than the importations in the 
year preceding the putting of wool on the free list. almost double, 

et every pound of that wool has been consumed in the United 

tes, together with the entire domestic erop of wool? How can 

the factories all be still when there is so much more wool consumed 
in the United States? : 
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Mr. FRYE. The Senator is assuming altogether too much. 
The entire domestic crop of wool in the United States has not 
been consu: 

Mr. MILLS. A little fraction of it has gone to Mexico and 
Canada, but the great body of it has been consumed here. 

Mr. FRYE. A very large fraction of it is lying in the barns 
and storehouses to-day because it could only be sold at from 12 
to 15 cents per pound. The farmers of this country could not 
afford to raise wool and sell it at any such price, and they have 
held on to it, hoping for better times. The increase of importa- 
tions, as a matter of course, comes from the fact that wool is on 
the free list. 

Mr. MILLS, But it is being manufactured, of course. 

Mr. FRYE. Undoubtedly it is being manufactured, but we 
would manufacture twice as much if all the woolen mills of the 
United States were running. There has been an immense falling 
off in the consumption of wool in the United States, but not in 


the importation of wool. The Senator is right about that. 
Mr. But if the consumption stopped the importation 
would stop. 


Mr. FRYE. The trouble with the wool schedule is not that the 
duty is not high enough. It is my judgment that that same duty 
on woolen manufactures with free wool if in a different form 
would be all the duty the woolen manufacturers of this country 
would require; but it is a fact that under an entire ad valorem 
duty on woolen goods where the duty is 40 per cent not over 25 
per cent has been collected at our custom-houses. That is a fact 
which everybody who knows anything about the subject recog- 
nizes. The result is that almost for the first time in our history 
this country has been literally swamped, inundated, with the 
chea , poorest, shoddiest kind of woolen goods ever brought into 
it. That is the trouble; and all these little millsin the United States 
that made the common American goods for the wear of the av: 
man have been compelled to stop. The trouble is not with the 
high-priced goods, but it is with the low-priced goods, where they 
are gotten in under an ad valorem tariff. 

I think I could take the woolen schedule to-day and arrange it, 
without increasing the real ad valorem duty, so that it would 
afford ample protection to the American manufacturer. I could 
take the cotton schedule—I am not complaining of that schedule 
and by making not more than three amendments I could make it 
as good a tariff as the cotton manufacturers of the United States 
wish for. I could take your iron and steel schedule, with two or 
three amendments, and make it as good a schedule as the protec- 
tionists of this country would ask for. 

The woolen schedule is the very worst in the whole lot. It has 
worked mischief from the beginning to the end, and will continue 
to do so as long as it is permitted to remain. Whatever other 
causes may combine to make business bad, that is the trouble. 

Mr. VEST. Will my friend answer me one question? 

Mr. FRYE. Certai any 

Mr. VEST. Why isit that in 1895 under the Wilson law 65 
new mills were constructed in this country, and only 45 were con- 
structed under the McKinley law in 1892? 

Mr. FRYE. Iwill answer the Senator by asking him a ques- 
tion. Why is it that a magnificent mill in my city which, with 
the machinery in it, cost $500,000, not less than three months ago 
was sold for $14,000? 

Mr. VEST. Because it was not profitable, I suppose. 

Mr. FRYE. But cotton factories are being built, nevertheless, 
in other of the country. 

Mr. VEST. I can not answer the Senator's question without 
knowing all the circumstances of the case and something of the 
men who conducted the business. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator knows as well as I do—only he attrib- 
utes it to an entirely different cause—that there is no money in 
manufacturing in the United States. It does not make any differ- 
ence what it is; there is no money in it. 

Mr. MILLS. Why not? 

Mr. FRYE. Take it down in Nashville, where you say you can 
manufacture cheaper than we can in the North; when I was there 
Merh were four big cotton mills, and three of them had their doors 


c 2 

Mr. VEST. I do not know as to ific instances, but I have 
been informed—and I think the Southern Senators here will cor- 
roborate what I state—that in all the de ion and failure of 
corporations, suspensions, and receiverships that have obtained 
in this country for the last six or seven years the exception has 
been the cotton mills of the South. My information is that they 
have steadily paid their dividends, that they have been profitable 
9 in that section, and that new mills are being put up 
for the very reason that that class of manufacture is profitable. 
I may be mistaken, but that is the result of what I have read in 
the newspapers what I have been told by friends interested 
in such enterprises. 8 

Mr. FRYE. I only state what I was told in Nashville, where 


the mills were pointed out to me. 
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Mr. VEST. Iunderstand the cotton mills have largely increased 
in number, and I have heard the assertion made repeatedly that 
they have paid their dividends when all other 5 banks, 
iat factories of every description in the North have been unable 
to do so. 

Talking about the consumption of wool, I received this morning 
acircular from Justice, Bateman & Co., who are the apostles of 
protection in the way of cotton merchants and brokers—— 

Mr. ALDRICH and others. Wool. 

Mr. VEST. Wool and cotton both. 

Mr. FRYE. Not cotton. 

Mr. VEST. Ithink they also deal in cotton, but possibly prin- 
cipally in wool. What I was about to say was that they call 
attention to the alarming fact that there is now about to be 
imported into this country an enormous quantity of Australian 
wool, equaling, they state, two-thirds of the entire product of 
Utah in a single year, and possibly some other sheep-growing 
State or Territory, and that unless something be done, this country 
will be absolutely flooded with foreign wool. Now, I ask the 
question which the Senator from Texas [Mr. MILLs] asked, and 
which will suggest itself to even an unreflecting mind, Why is this 
enormous quantity of wool being brought to this country? Is it 
brought here for spectacular pu ? Is it simply brought here 
to pay transportation, to be exhibited, and not used? It can not 
be consumed for food; it must be manufactured. Why is it that 
this wool is being brought here, unless there is a demand for it, 
and unless it is consumed by our manufacturers? 

As I said before in the same connection, why were there more 
mills put up in 1895 under the Wilson law than in any other year 
in the history of the wool industry in this country? 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, I think I can answer the question 
the Senator asks. Here is a bill called the Dingley bill pending 
in the Senate of the United States when Bateman made his 
report—— 

r. VEST. Iam talking about 1895. 

Mr. FRYE. Iam 3 Bateman's report, to which the 
Senator referred, in which he complains there was an enormous 
quantity of wool being imported into the United States now, or 
a threat of importation, and the Senator wants to know what is 

oing to be done with it if it is not going to be manufactured. 

ith that Dingley bill pending, and with the threat of 6 cents a 

und. in these times there is ample justification for soy nan. 
Por speculative purposes, to buy and bring wool into the United 
States and hold it against the postage of the Dingley bill. They 
do not know that the Dingley bill is not going to ; on the con- 
trary, the people of the United States are demanding that it shall 
pass, and any number of them, because a Senator the other day 
called up the Dingley bill in this Senate, assumed for that reason 
that he was going to support the Dingley bill, that a majority 
would support the Dingley bill, and that it would become a law. 

Then, again, there is held out to the world—and the world 
knows it perfectly well; the world has received notice—that if it 
is ‘possible there will be a tariff bill passed within the next five 
months which will in certain directions increase protection, nota- 
bly upon wool. There was inducement enough for a speculator 
to buy wool in Australia, where he can get it for 6 cents a pound, 

and it does not cost him more than 3 cents additional to land it 
in New York in the steamer, insurance and all. There is induce- 
ment enough to the speculator to buy enormous quantities of wool 
- and put it into the warehouses in the United States. 

Mr. VEST. Does the Senator think it is brought here simply 
to be stored? 3 

Mr. FRYE. Ithink thata good deal of it is brought here on 
speculation, and I venture to predict that the Senator will find 
within the 55 aora this Congres ees al et 
passing the Dingley bill— ieve in passing the Dingley bill sim- 
ply ay prevent this country being flooded with this 5 
importation—that the importations into this country of all man- 
ner of goods will be increased to an enormous extent within the 
next four months. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President 

Mr. VEST. If the Senator will excuse me for just a moment I 
shall be done. 

* Mr. ALDRICH. I was about to make a few suggestions in 
mse to the. questions asked by the Senator from Texas and 
the Senator from Missouri. Both those Senators seemed to assume 
that because we have large importations of wool that is an infalli- 
ble indication that we have prosperity in wool manufacturing and 
woolgrowing. Suppose that all the wool consumed in the United 
States was imported, what would then happen? Would the 
domestic woolgrower be better off? An increase in the importa- 
tions of foreign wool with a stationary consumption or a falling 
off of consumption in the United States means the exclusion of 
the American grower from the American market and the destruc- 
tion of the flocks of the American shepherd, and nothing else; and 
the practical result shows that. 
. VEST. In reply to the suggestion of the Senator from 


Rhode Island—taking that up first—as to the price of domestic 
wool, I point to one single fact which is unanswerable, that under 
the McKinley high-tariff rates on wool there was a constant fall in 
the price of domestic wool and a decline more rapidly under the 
McKinley law than ever before or since. ; 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Will the Senator allow me? 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Will the Senator state the differ- 
ence in the prices of domestic and foreign wool, that is, the prices 
in this country and the prices in London, England, and other 
foreign countries, pending the operation of the McKinley Act? 

Mr. VEST. I do not see how that affects the question that I 


put. r 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Ithink it very seriously affects it. 

Mr. VEST. Enormous duties were put upon wool in order, as 
it was stated, to put up the price of domestic wool to the Ameri- 
can nep ower, but instead of doing that it has put it down. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Does not the Senator know it to 
be a fact that during the operation of the McKinley Act on wool 
the price of wool in this country was over and above the price in 
Bradford, England, and all foreign countries to an extent equal 
to the amount of the duty? ‘ - 

Mr. VEST. That might have been so, but that does not answer 
the question, It might have been so, and I do not even controvert 
it 4 have heard the statement made before, and I have heard it 
5 good authority as made it. 

a MITCHELL of Oregon. There can not be any question 
about it. 

Mr. VEST. But even if so, it does not explain the fact that the 
McKinley high tariff on wool did not give a better price to the 
domestic grower, and Mr. Lawrence, the shepherd king of Ohio, 
explains it by saying the price of wool went down over the whole 
country during the operation of the McKinley law, and that tte 
demonetization of silver—unpalatable as that may be—caused the 
decline in the price of wool. If anybody will Document No, 
17, which is the basis of the speech delivered by the Senator from 
Oregon, he will find the statement of Mr. Lawrence to that effect. 

I am astonished, Mr. President, to hear the Senator from Maine 
say that mills of any sort are closed now. I was under the im- 
pression that after McKinley was elected we should have prosperity 
in every department of trade in this country, and Iam therefore 
unable to explain how it is that the mills that were closed before 
the election were not opened the minute the result was known. 

Mr. FRYE. Weare living under Democratic laws now. 

Mr. VEST. It was certain, however, that those laws would be 
temporary. Now, the Senator tells us that these men who, accord- 
ing to Justice, Bateman & Co., will bring in this enormous amount 
of Australian wool are doing so upon the presumption that the 
Dingley bill will pass. The Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN], 
when he made the motion to take up the bill, accompanied it wi 
a reply to an inquiry made on the other side that he did not pro- 

to support it, and it is an open secret that the Dingley bill is 
ead, in the tomb of the Capuletsina eee sense. How 
could any man here or abroad think there would be anything but 
an enormous increase in tariff duties with Mr. McKinley elected 
as President? Everybody assumed that when he was elected he 
would again undertake to put in force in this country the rates 
which existed under the MeKinl ey law, or approximating to them 
as nearly as 8 Does anybody believe t the men who are 
buying up this Australian wool, lying out of their money, payi 7 
transportation upon it, and bringing it to this country with an 
uncertainty in regard to what legislation may be had, or specula- 
tors and capitalists do not know exactly what is to to be expected 
in this country to-day in the way of Con ional action? 

No, Mr. President, the fact remains, and it can not be answered, 
that more woolen mills were put up in 1895 than in any one year; 
that 250,000,000 pounds of foreign wool came into this 5 
and were consumed under the free-wool system; that the 
which were manufactured out of these wools were purchased by 
somebody, and that the statement that free wool would prostrate 
the wool interests of the United States either as to manufacturers 
or woolgrowers has been absolutely refuted and is absolutely 
disproved. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I desire very briefly to call the attention of 
the Senate to some of the peculiarities in the argument of the 
Senator from Missouri. That Senator and his great leader, Mr. 
Cleveland 

Mr. VEST. My former leader. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ALDRICH. I accept the amendment. 

They have always insisted that the duties fixed upon imported 
goods were invariably added to the price of the goods and that 
therefore a great ip was brought to bear upon the people 


of the United States by the added cost of all these articles. Now, 
the Senator says that the act of 1890, which placed the highest 
rate of duty upon wool that was ever placed by any actin the his- 
tory of the Government, reduced the price of wool; that that act 
itself reduced the price of wool to the people of the United States. 
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How does the Senator make that agree with the argument which 
he has used a thousand times upon this floor that a high rate of 
duty 

r. VEST. Will the Senator permit me? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I shall be very glad to hear the Senator. 

Mr. VEST. I have always stated that no other influence could 
have accomplished that. but the tariff, in which he takes so much 
interest. Notwithstanding these high duties, the price of wool 
went down in the United States, and the prophecy that that act 
would increase the price in favor of the domestic woolgrower 
proved to be false, for in spite of any duty you could put on it 
there were causes.at work that made the price of wool fall. 

Now Lask the Senator this question: How does he explain the 
fact that after we put wool upon the free list the price went up 
and bas so continued up to this time? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Oh, no. 

Mr. VEST. Here isa report which shows that it is higher now 
than it was in 1894, when the Wilson bill passed. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I understand the Senator now to state that 
the decrease in the price of wool which followed the enactment of 
the act of 1890 was not on account of the duty placed by that act 
upon wool, but from other causes, and that that duty had nothing 
whatever to do with it. Am I correct in that assumption? 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I have never undertaken to say that 

_the ah sop of those duties caused of itself that fallin the price 
of wool. It is sufficient to me from my standpoint to say that it 
did not increase the price, as it was the contention of the Senator 
and his associates it would do, when they put that enormous duty 
upon wool. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from Missouri understands as 
well as I do—for it has been demonstrated in this Chamber and 
elsewhere a thousand times—that while it was true that there was 
a decrease in the price of wool phe Soe to the dee g. of the 
act of 1890, a decrease owing to the additional inc . 
tion all over the world and to improved methods in production, 

et the price of the same quality of wool relatively with that in 
8 was higher by almost exactly the amount of the duty here 
than it was abroad. That was the effect of the MeKinley Act, 
and it was the effect which it was expected would follow the 
passage of that act. . 

Mr. VEST. Why did the price not go down when the duty 
was taken off? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator asks why the price of wool did 

not go down when the duty was taken off. ere might have 
been prior to the passage of the act 

Mr. VEST. Oh! 

Mr. ALDRICH. A feeling that the removal of the duties would 
produce such a depression that the price would go down. Those 
things are always anticipated. If we were to puta duty of 12 cents 
a pound on wool to-day, the market would not remain stationary 
until that bill became a law, but yon would get an anticipation of 
thatin an increase in the price of wool. So we had a decrease in 
the price of wool in anticipation of the removal of the duty. There 
Was after the passage of the act a natural reaction, but it was very 
small. There might have been perhaps other causes; but the 
American producer of wool knows as well as I do, and as well as 
the Senator from Missouri himself knows, that the present low 
pii of wool is owing to the removal of those duties by the Wil- 
son Act. 

Mr. VEST. Why is the price of wool higher than it was then? 

Mr. ALDRICH: Oh, no; itis not. 

Mr. VEST. Here is the market report. 
> Mr, ALDRICH and Mr. FRYE. It is not higher in the United 

tates. 

Mr. VEST. It is higher in the United States now than it was 


in 1894. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator is entirely mistaken. 

Mr. VEST. Here is the report. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I hope the Senator will give us the date. I 
think the woolgrowers of the United States be very much sur- 
prised to know that the price of wool is higher. 

Mr. VEST. I quote from the New York and Philadelphia 
market report of December 10, 1896: : 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia XX wool, 19 to 20 cents. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. That is since the election. 

Mr. VEST. Yes; December 10. 

Mr. ALDRICH. What was the price in 1890? 

Mr. VEST. From 18 to 19 cents. i 

Mr. ALDRICH. Oh, no; not the same class of wool. A Sena- 
tor near me tells me the wool clip of his own State was sold for 
from 10 to 11 cents, as inst 21 and 22 cents in 1890. 

Mr. VEST. Iam talking about XX Ohio wool, upon which the 
Senator made a report and furnished a table in his great speech 


of 1890. 

Mr. ALDRICH. There has been no time since 1890 that XX 
Ohio wool sold in New York at 19 and 20 cents. It was worth 
from 30 to 35 cents at the time, or 33 cents, as I remember it. 


Mr. VEST. I will ask the Secretary to read the tables taken 
from the market report, if the Senator will permit me. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Caron 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CHLrox in the chair). The 
Secretary will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
WOOL. 


In September, 1891, about one year after the McKinley bill took effect, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and West V: XX was worth in the Boston market 30 to 


81 cents. 

In October, 1892, the same grade was worth in the same market 28 to 29 
cents, being a fall of 2 cents a pound. 

Ohio. Pennsylvania, and West Virginia X was worth in September, 189], in 
the Boston market. 29 to 30 cents. 

In October, 1892, it was worth in the same market 27 to 27}. 
econ 1891, No. 1 was worth in the Boston market 35 to 36 cents, and 
o. cents. e 

In October. 1892, No. 1 was worth in the same market 32} to 33 cents, and 
No. 2, 31} to cents. 
In September, 1591, fine unwashed was worth in the Boston market 21 to 23 


cents. 5 

In October, 1892, it was worth 19 to 20 cents. 

In the Boston market in September, 1891, Michigan, New York, and New 
England was worth 27 cents. 

In October, 1892, it was worth 25 to 26 cents. 

5 5 1891, Oregon (scoured) was worth in the Boston market from 
cents. 

In October, 1892, it was worth 53 to 56 cents. 

5 . 1891, Texas (scoured) was worth in the Boston market 60 to 
cents. 

In October, 1892, 56 to 58 cents. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think the Secretary has read sufficient to 
answer my purpose, which was to show that Michigan wool about 
1890, and prior to that time, ranged from 33 to 34 cents. The same 
wools are now about 19 or 20 cents, about equivalent to the differ- 
ence in the duty. : 

Mr. MILLS. The pe has been falling all the time. 

Mr. VEST. Let the Secretary read on to show what was the 
effect of the McKinley law and the Wilson law. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Now, I ask your attention to the operation of the Wilson Act. In Septem- 
ber, 1894, immediately after the of the Wilson Act, XX wool, the same 
quality of Ohio wool, was worth in the Boston market 18 to 19 cents; Decem- 
ber 19, 1895, it was worth in the same market 19 to 21 cents. Fine, unwashed, 
was worth in Gr 155 1804, 12 to 13 cents; it was worth a year afte: 
in December, 1805, 12 to 14 cents. Fine, unmerchantable, was worth in Sep- 
tember, 1804. 13 to 15 cents; r 19, 1895, it was worth 14 to 15 cents, 


showing a gradual improvement in poa during one year under the Wilson 
law. ‘these res are taken from the American Wool and Cotton Reporter 
for December 19, 1895, which I have and can produce if necessary. 


Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Mr. President, I wish to make a 
statement. The same es of wool in the Pacific Coast States— 
that is, California, Oregon, and Washingtion—which, under the 
operation of the McKinley Act, brought on an average from 14 to 
18 cents a pound, could not be sold for 5 cents a pound at any 
time during the last = until within a short time past; in fact, 
these same grades of wool in Oregon, to my certain knowledge 
that brought from 14 to 18 cents a pound during all the time of - 
the operation of the McKinley Act, sold as low as 4 cents a pound, 
and no advances whatever could be had from merchants at 5 cents 
5 pound. Recently the price of wool has slightly gone up in 

regon. : 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, the Senator from Montana 
hands me a statement of the relative prices of wool in that State 
in 1890 and 1896. The av price in 1890 was 17 cents; in 1896 
it was 6 cents, a difference of 11 cents a pound. 

Mr. VEST. Not in Boston. e 

Mr. ALDRICH. I am not specially contending over what is 
the price in Boston, but I am undertaking to show that the wool 

roducers of the United States have suffered to the extent of the 

uty which was removed by the act of 1894. The price of wool 
to-day is less by almost exactly the amount of duty than it was 
in the years prior to 1890. 

Mr. VEST. - Where? i 

Mr. ALDRICH. Everywhere in the country, in all the mar- 
kets. I have already stated that in Boston—we will take Boston, 
if w lense 

r. T. Boston is the great wool market. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It is one of the great wool markets, 

Mr. VEST. It is the great wool market of the United States. 

Mr. ALDRICH. But the wool producers of the country are 
quite as much interested in the markets of Oregon and Washing- 
ton and Montana. 

Mr. GEAR. Philadelphia is the great wool market. 7 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think the Senator from Iowa is right. Prob- 
ably there is more wool sold in Philadelphia than anywhere else 
in the country. 

Mr. VEST. Large Guan kee of wool are sold in Boston, Phila- 
gelpnia, and New York. : 

r. ALDRICH. What I am saying is that the price of wool 
was 12 and 13 cents a pound higher in 1890 than it is in 1896. 
Mr. MILLS. The Senator knows it has been falling every year. 


Mr. ALDRICH. What I mean to say further is that, while 
there has been a gradual decline in the price of wool all over tho 
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world, so long as a protective tariff was maintained in the United 
States the wool ucers of this country received the full benefit 
in the increase ee of their wool up to the very hour of its 
repeal. Ithink there is nothing in the whole history of tariff leg- 
islation which shows so plainly the beneficent results of the pro- 
tective system as the benefits which the farmers of the United 
States have received from the protective tariff on wool. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. President, it is a fact known to every gentle- 
man in this Chamber, because of course they are all well informed 
on this question, which they have been discussing for a generation 
and more, that wool has been steadily, persistently falling ever 
since 1860 under all tariffs. We commenced in 1863 to put up the 
tariff for the protection of wool, and the tariff climbed andclimbed 
until the climax was reached in 1890; and yet year by year and 
year by year wool continued to fall, and when the tax was put on 
in 1890 at the demand of the Wool Growers’ Association to save 
from sacrifice that product in the United States, it continued still 
to fall. It fell from 1890 to 1891, and 1892, and 1893, and 1894, 
and when woo! was put on the free list the price fell a little for a 
few months, and then rose a cent or two per pound. 

But when the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. epee says 
that domestic wool in the United States has enjoyed the full ben- 
efit of the protection placed upon it, he skips over a period of five 
years to make a comparison. The Senator from Rhode Island 
will not state in this assembly that the tariff duty of 11 centsa 
pound on unwashed wool imposed ore McKinley Act was taken 
off the price of American wool the day after the Wilson bill was 

and became a law. If the domestic wool of the United 
tates enjoys the benefit of the protective duty, if the price is 
8 by the fiat of law, then, sir, when the duty was taken 
off by law the protection of the domestic wool was taken off by 
law. But it was not the fact. The wool is as high to-day, at 
least, as it was when you had your duty on it under the McKinley 
law, and there are other reasons than the tariff which, as my 
friend the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] stated, affect the 
prices of wool. 

The Senator from Rhode Island is well posted on this question— 
as well as any gentleman in this Chamber. He knows that from 
the inning of the high duties on wool domestic manufacturers 
in the United States have been putting in cotton and shoddy and 
hair and rags and everything that éscapes duty as a substitute for 
wool, American wool has been displaced by those substitutes, 
and that has produced the depression in the price of wool in great 
measure. Iwassitting down the other day with this coat on, which 
Isup was made of American cloth, and feeling along the edge 
of it 1 found some hair sticking out, and I pulled out a half dozen 
horsehairs more than a foot long, placed there as a substitute for 
wool, for the protection of the American woolgrower. [Laugh- 
ter.] Let my friends go and read the statistics given by our cen- 
sus. They show from 1860 to the present time a most marvelous 

wth in the utilization of substitutes in place of wool in the 
omestic manufactures of the United States. 

Now, I know you are going to put back your duty. You are 

ing to pass your bill in the next Congress, for you will then 
Save a majority in both branches and the President of the United 
States. I do not think there is any doubt about it. I do not be- 
lieve you are going to do it here now, however. Iam not given 
to 8 predictions, but when yuu put back the duty on wool 
at 6 cents or 10 cents, or any other amount, I make the prediction 
here that there will not be one-tenth of 1 cent increase in the 
price of American wool occasioned by it. 

Mr. GEAR. I should like to inform my friend the Senator 
from Texas that the long hairs which he pulled out of his coat 
were put in by the tailor who made it, to stiffen the collar. 
(Laughter. 3 y 

Mr. MILLS. No, sir; they were woven in. That is the way 
the Senator attempts to get out of it. 

Mr. GEAR, I wish also to say to my friend the Senator, from 
Texas that in the district which I formerly represented in Con- 

ess there is a good deal of wool raising. In 1890 and all through 
the pendency of the McKinley law the price of wool in that dis- 
trict was 19 to 21 cents. When the so-called McKinley law was 
repealed there was an immediate drop of 10 cents a pound, and 
the farmers of that district have not had more than 10 or 11 cents 
a pound from that day until within sixty days of the election of 
McKinley, when wool advanced a little—1 or 2 cents. 

Some mans in my home town are large dealers in wool. I 
drop into their establishments occasionally and look at their stock. 
They are holding 200,000 pounds of wool to-day of this year’s crop, 
1896, at 10 and 11 cents, expecting, as they have the right to do, that 
when we have a majority in both Houses we will put a fair, mod- 
erate duty on wool for the benefit of the woolgrowers. They are 
Democrats, but they appreciate the situation, that it will enhance 
the price of the wool they have on hand. 

r. CHANDLER, hile the Senator from Texas is thinking 
over the statement of the Senator from Iowa, I think it my duty 
to call up the immigration bill. I would not do so if I saw any 
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encouragement to believe that there would be immediate action 
upon the Dingley bill. I obtained some hope when the Senator 
from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN] boldly called up the bill the other 
day, but upon interrogating him I found that the measure was 
to receive no support from him. The Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. Vest], at whose instance it was taken up to-day, has spoken 
on if at length, but I think he said it is in the tomb of the Capu- 
lets. Whether the Senator meant that the Chamber of the Sen- 
ate is the tomb of the Capulets or that the Committee on Finance 
as now constituted is the tomb of the Capulets, I do not know; 
but the Senatorspenta great deal of timein poundinga bill which 
he says is dead. 

It seems to me, Mr. President, that we had better defer further 
discussion upon the bill until it is before the Senate with some 
hope of its passing. The Senator occupied a wide field of discus- 
sion. He mentioned my name at the close of his remarks. I did 
not hear distinctly what he had to say, but I did hear him refer 
to the resolution offered by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. 
ALLEN]. When that resolution comes before the Senate it will 
be my pleasure and my duty to define my position in connection 
with the proposed investigation. But I now hope that as the 
immigration bill is to be yoted upon at 4 o'clock to-morrow after- 
noon, and as I know there are Senators who wish to debate the 
8 amendments, the discussion upon that measure may pro- 
ceed. Lask for the regular order. 

Mr. ALDRICH. May I trespass upon the kindness of the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire for a moment longer? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Not to resume the woolen discussion, Mr. 
President. [Laughter. 

Mr. ALDRICH. If the Senator will allow me to speak, I will 
take my own subject. I suppose 1 could speak on the bill the 
Senator refers to, but I prefer to 

Mr. ALLEN rose, 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Nebraska will be sure to 
reply, and I would just as soon have the debate upon the immi- 
gration bill, if the Senator from Rhode Island is quite willing. 

Mr. ALLEN. Before the Senator from New Hampshire presses 
his er and we pass from this very interesting subject, I 
should like to know if it is settled in Republican circles upon the 
other side of the Charaber—— 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Nebraska will allow me 
to interrupt him. I must yield first to the Senator from Rhode 
Island if I yield at all; but if the Senator from Nebraska will 
think over and mature his remarks, I will yield to him afterwards. 

ughter. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, in the course of some remarks 
which I submitted to the Senate upon this question in 1894, 1 had 
published in the RECORD a statement of the comparative prices of 
wool in this country and in England, using equivalent qualities 
in both cases. The quotations came from the very highest author- 
ity in London and in this country. That table showed conclu- 
sively that the difference in the price of the same quality of wool 
between London and the United States was 12 cents a pound for 
a series of fifteen years, or almost the exact equivalent of the duty 
in the United States, showing that the whole amount of the duty 
was added, as has been sometimes claimed by Senators upon the 
other side, to the ye of wool in this country, and that the farmer 
received the full SE 

Mr. ALLEN. Before the Senator from New Hampshire presses 
his zognest, and after having matured my thoughts somewhat, I 
should like to ask him if it is really settled upon the other side of 
the Chamber that the Dingley bill is dead, and that nothing fur- 
ther is to be done with it? 

Mr, CHANDLER. It will depend almost entirely upon the 
attitude of the Senator himself and Senators upon the other side 
of the Chamber. If the Senator was sincere in calling up the bill 
and wishes to get rid of the obstacle that is put in the path of the 
passage of the bill, to wit, the clause for free silver coinage, the 
bill will be taken up and acted upon, I have no doubt. But I 


suppose it is now evident to the Senate and to the country that 
the Senator from Nebraska made his speech as a continuation of 
his campaign addresses of last fall—— 


Mr. ALLEN. Not at all. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Which is be 775 5 true as to the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. VEsT]. I do think that before Senators urge 
upon the Senate the discussion of the Dingley bill they ought to 
define their own position, and tell us whether they come here 
instructed by the result of the election in November to help pass 
through the Senate of the United States, whether it is the tomb 
of the Capulets or the tomb of anybody else, a bill to fill the 
Treasury of the United States and protect the industries of the 
United States. 

Now, if the Senator from Nebraska will define his position 
fairly and squarely, he will soon find out what this side of the 
Chamber desires to do with the Dingley bill. 

Mr. ALLEN. I regret that the Senator from New Hampshire 
declines to answer my question. In absolute good faith, never in 
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my life being more sincere, I put the question, whether it is really 
the settled purpose of the Republican party to abandon this im- 
portant measure in mi , or whether it is the purpose to 
take it up, consider it in a dignified manner, and pass it, or have 
it defeated, as the case may be? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator permit me to ask hima 
question? 

Mr. ALLEN. 88 

Mr. CHANDLER. ill the Senator vote against the free- 
coinage amendment to the Dingley bill? 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I would not be guilty of voting 
against free coinage at the ratio of 16 to 1 for anything in the 
world. I would not want to imperil my intelligence to that 
extent. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Now, I will ask the Senator another ques- 
tion. Does he not know that if that amendment is put upon the 
bill it is im ible to make it a law? 

Mr. ALLEN. No; I do not. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire has announced himself as a bimetallist; several other Sena- 
tors have announced themselves as bimetallists; and I have hoped 
that in the light of the discussion in the fall something has been 
es in the way of knowledge upon the other side of thé Cham- 

„and that we might confidently expect the free-silver amend- 
ment to be adopted. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will allow me, I will state 
that I have no doubt he has done his best to instruct the country, 
but there is the House of Representatives, which will not adopt 
the amendment, and there is a President of the United States 
he is not my President, although he did all he could to help to 
elect candidate last November [laughter]—who will not sign 
such a bill; and the Senator knows very well that this bill can not 
8 the Republicans are helped to pass it by some Palmer 

ocrat or Bryan Democrat or some Bryan Populist. It can 
not be done; and, as the Senator from Missouri says, it is all 
leather and prunella to get up here and talk about the bill when 
they characterize it in the first breath as a dead bill, as a bill 
which is in the tomb of the Capulets. 

Mr. ALLEN. I do not believe the bill is dead. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then will the Senator help us to get this 
amendment off of it? 

Mr. ALLEN. I think that statement was simply poetic license 
on the part of he Senator from Missouri. I do not believe as he 
states. 

The Republicans have within one of a majority in this Chamber. 
They have 44 Senators. One more will give them power to 
any bill they see fit to pass in this body. Herein the Dingley bill 
is the foundation for as high a protective measure as you may see 
fit to adopt. You have gaor foundation already laid. You have 
promised the country relief. You are still holding forth the idea 
that the country will be relieved of its present distress. Why not 
take hold of this bill in a spirit of fairness and candor, and with 
the emits ETS possessed on the other side of the Chamber, and 
construct it into a permanent tariff measure? 

Mr. President, I do not believe that the tariff question is so great 
a question—I may not have the proper conception of it, however 
that it requires six or eight months to construct a tariff bill. We 
are threatened here with an extraordinary session of Congress. I 
believe the most sensible thing that this Congress could do, if it 
could be done, and I believe the country would Speers of it, 
would be to adjournand not convene for two years. The country 
would receive some rest. 

The Senator from New Hampshire understands quite well that 
there is some reasonable prospect of the present Chief Executive 
signing this bill or signing a tariff measure. He has committed 
himself to the e doctrine of gold monometallism. I un- 
derstand he lau and rejoices when he comes in contact with 
his Republican friends at the great joint victory achieved in the 
fall, congratulating his ublican friends upon the united vic- 
tory aud the vindication of the Republican doctrine of gold mono- 
metallism. Is it not ible that in this Chamber and in the other 
branch of Congress there is enough Republican influence to induce 
His Excellency to sign a permanent tariff act? 

Mr. GALLINGER. ith a free-silver amendment? 

Mr. ALLEN. My friend the Senator from New Hampshire 
Faint GALLINGER] seems to have gone mad upon the subject of 

silver. Not only have I never yet heard that Senator—I say 
it in kindness—offer a reason why silver should not be coined, 
but I have never heard him offer a decent and respectable subter- 


fuge orr table sophistry against the coinage of silver. 
Mr. G INGER. Will the Senator from Nebraska permit 
me? 


Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I think the Senator has heard President 
Cleveland offer reasons against it. 

Mr. ALLEN. Never. 

Mr. GALLINGER. And if this bill is passed with your free- 
silver attachment it will have to receive the approval or disapproval 


of the President of the United States. Now, does the Senator 
think—and I spre to his intelligence, to which he alluded a mo- 
ment ago—that President Cleveland would sign a tariff act witha 
free-silver attachment? : 

Mr. ALLEN. The President of the United States has become a 
Republican. Ishould like to hear any gentleman point out the 
difference between the political principles he adyocates to-day and 
the principles advocated by the Republican party. You would 
have to put a tag upoa the principles of the Republican party and 
a tag upon the principles of Grover Cleveland before you could 
distinguish between them. 

- Mr. GALLINGER. Will the Senator permit me again? Ido 
not desire to interrupt him unjustifiably. 

Mr. ALLEN. It is no interruption at all. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I think the Senator is right, so far as con- 
cerns free silver coinage in this country under existing conditions; 
both the Republican party and the President of the United States 
are committed against it. Hence, again ask him if he thinks the 
President would sign a tariff bill with a free-silver attachment? 

Mr. ALLEN. I do not stand close enough to His Excellency to 
know what he would do. I assume, however, that he is a convert 
to Republicanism. He has no party of his own. He lost control 
of the Democratic party at Chicago last summer. He has a fol- 
lowing of barely 125,000 in the United States calling themselves 
Gold Democrats. Lassume, therefore, that the President has gone 
over body and soul, and that includes a good deal, to the Repub- 


lican ANS 

Mr. G INGER. Will the Senator from Nebraska permit 
me again? 

15 ALLEN. Let me answer the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. 

Mr. GaLLIN GER. Very well. 

Mr. ALLEN. Why, then. under those circumstances, would he 
not sign a moderate tariff bill, such as our Republican friends say 
they intend to present? 

r. GALLINGER. The Senator asserts with a good deal of 
earnestness that the President of the United Statesis a Republican, 
because he agrees with the Republican party upon financial prin- 


ciples. If that be true, he must be a Populist, he agrees 
with the Po 3 7 the tariff question. 

Mr. ALLEN. No; he does not even agree with the Populist 
party upon the tariff question. 


Mr. GALLIN GER. What is the difference? You would have 
to tag the Populist party and the President to discover the ditfer- 


ence. 

Mr. ALLEN. Not at all. There is not a Populist principle 
which any man whocan read and see can not understand. I know 
of no principle that is advocated by the Populist of which 
the President is an adherent. But that is neither here nor there. 

Mr. GALLINGER. It is. 

Mr. ALLEN. Why does not the Republican party in this 
Chamber, having jurisdiction now of the subject-matter, take the 
Dingley bill, which was urged last winter sostrongl A 897 senior 
Senator from Ohio Hur. SHERMAN], and upon that 55 ild a perma- 
nent tariff measure? I recall well hearing the senior Senator from 
Ohio say, after we had twice refused to take up the bill, that he would 
call it up himself at another time. But he never yet has done so. 
That statement occurs in his remarks of February 25 last, I think 
itis. It has never been done. I have no doubt that the influence 
of the Republican party in both branches of Congress would be 
sufficient to induce the President of the United States to sign a 
moderate tariff act. 

A moment ago I heard the Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE] and 
I also heard the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH], who 
is the great apostle of protection, speak about the decline in the 
price of wool as thongh the decline in the price of that article 
were due entirely to tariff legislation or a lack of protection. 
But I did not hear either one of those Senators say anything 
about the price of farm produce in general. The wool industry 
must be protected by law, while the great mass of farmers from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific must go without protection in any 
form, with the prices of their products constantly falling, until 
they have reached a point where they will not bring two-thirds 
of the cost of production. If the corn and articles of that kind 
which are grown in the great Mississippi Valley are to sell at 
present prices, then the more cheap wack this country can have 
the better off it will be. 

The Senator from Khode Island desires to raise the price of 
wool to the consumers, and yet he is not willing to give one letter 
or one line of legislation to raise the price of general farm prod- 
ucts to the farmer. He wishes to know what is the difficulty. I 
anpes to that Senator, who is a man of great knowledge upon 
this question, and, for that matter, upon all other subjects, to 
state whether it is not true that this country has to-day more 
manufactured articles than it can consume in the next two or 
three years. The factories are full of manufactured articles; 
jobbing houses are full of them. The stores in the cities and the 
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country towns are full of articles to be sold. There never was 
more wheat and corn and oats and cotton and tobacco in this 
country than there is to-day. Why are not these articles ex- 
cange, commerce enlivened, and money put into circulation? 
Mr. sident, it is simply because the volume of money is so low 
that farm produce brings nothing. The farmer can not convert 
it into money, or into sufficient money, and therefore he can not 
purchase the surplus articles of the manufacturer; and that is all 
there is to it. 

Now, I say to the other side of the Chamber that so far as I am 
concerned individually, I will not place a thing in your pathway 
to obstruct a-reasonable tariff measure from your standpoint. 
You have cried tariff from every hilltop in this country for the 
last six months. You have succeeded in deluding the country. 
You have told the people that our 9 would be brought 
about by the reenactment of a tariff law. 1 think we can dem- 
onstrate to the country the falsity of that statement quicker by 
permitting you to pass sucli an act and by that means draw the 
attention of the people of the country once more to the only great 
issue, the financial question. 

Mr. SHERMAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator from Ohio allow me to 
make a remark? I suggest that the immigration bill go over 
to-day and be taken up after the routine morning business to- 
morrow, its consideration to be continued until the hour for vot- 
ing already agreed upon. : 

r. TELLER. Before that is done I wish to saya word. Ido 
not like to object to the request, but I wish to say a-word or two, 


Mr. CHANDLER. I do not propose to stop debate on this 
matter. 

Mr. TELLER. Ido esd prO to debate this question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think I have the floor. : 


Mr. CHANDLER. I merely desire to ask unanimous consent 
that the immigration bill may be taken up after the routine morn- 
ing business is finished to-morrow moming 
r. TELLER. I will not object to that, after I can say a few 
words, which I can say now. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That bill is not now before the Senate. It 
is the Dingley bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair recognized the Senator 
from Ohio. He will recognize the Senator from Colorado later. 

Mr. TELLER. I will wait until the Senator from Ohio gets 
through. 

Nr. SHERMAN. I will yield to the Senator from Colorado. I 
desire to make only a few remarks. 


Mr. I will wait until the Senator from Ohio con- 
cludes. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I do not wish to take part in 


the political feature of this debate, which has been very interest- 
ing, but only in the most important object of tariff 1 ation, 
and that is revenue. A deficiency of revenue caused by defective 
laws is almost a crime when committed by the Congress of the 
United States. It is the first duty of Congress to appropriate 
money for the ordinary expenditures of the Government of the 
United States. That is usually done without any party friction. 
The question then is how to raise my: to pay those appropria- 
tions and to cay on the operations of the Government. This is 
the difficult problem to be solved by Co Upon that ques- 
tion the two great parties honestly er, one believing that 
duties may be levied upon imported for revenue only, while 
the other believes that the duties should be so levied that they shall 

rotect, improve, and encourage domestic manufactures, as well as 
t furnish adequate revenue for the support of the Government. 
This contention has existed between parties since the origin of 
our Government, and is likely to continue while the Government 
lasts. The result has been that on account of this dispute now for 


several years the Government of the United States has expended 
more than the receipts, more than the taxes levied upon the peo- 
ple of the United States. This is a disgrace to any Con „an 


ought to be corrected when the opportunity offers. Difference of 
opinion in the Senate of the United States has undoubtedly cre- 
ated this difficulty. 

Now, let me call attention to the fact that from the close of the 
civil war until 1893 every year the Congress of the United States 
provided sufficient revenue to carry on the operations of the Gov- 
ernment, and not only to do that, but to pay off rapidly the public 
debt. I have before me the familiar statement which shows that 
from July 1, 1866, until the commencement of the Administration 
of Mr. Cleveland the receipts were ample to cover the expenses, 
and a surplus each year, which in the aggregate amonnted to 

1,580,000,000, which was applied to the payment. of the public 
ebt. The ascertained interest-bearing debt at the close of the 
war was about twenty-three or twenty-four hundred million dol- 
lars. The precise figures are contained in the books. That debt 
had been reduced to $585,000,000 prior to the coming in of the 
Administration of Mr. Cleveland on his second term. The Demo- 


cratic party in Congress, in pursuance of their policy, then pro- 


principles adopted 


ceeded to pass the existing tariff law. Everybody knows—it is 
not a matter of doubt—that since that time the receipts from 
customs duties have greatly declined. 

I have here a table which shows that in a engl year after the 
pange of the existing tariff law the revenues of the Government 

customs fell some $50,000,000. Itis found in this statement 
that the revenues in 1891 from customs were $219,000,000; in 1893 
they were $177,000,000; in 1894 vay: Ste $131,000,000, and in 1895 
they were $152,000,000; showing t in each year the revenuas 
from the customs fell below those provided for by the McKinley 
Act and the previous tariff laws at least $50,000,000. 

That sort vet fe the fault of the existing tarifflaw. Therecan 
be no question about it. The provisions of the law are not suffi- 
cient to furnish revenue for the support of the Government, and 
that is mainly because it is founded upon ad valorem rates instead 
of specific duties. 

ow, that is undoubtedly true. I do not reproach anybody for 
it. I would desire myself to reduce the burden of taxation upon 
our people, but the people of the United States never utter a com- 
plaint when Congress will supply sufficient revenues to carry on 
the o tions of the Government and * pay the publio 
debt. Had it not been for the passage of the existing tariff law, 
if the McKinley law had remained upon the statute book, produc- 
ing the revenue it was shown to produce, every pary of the public 
debt-of the United Sta the interest-bearing debt, would have 
been paid off at the end of this century. It is manifest that that 
is the fault of the existing order of things. 

I say, therefore, that I will at any moment, upon the motion of 
a ran vote to proceed to the consideration of any tariff-bill that 
will increase the revenues of the Government. I do not care 


whether the bill is in the form of protective duties or in the form 


of revenue duties. It is a shame, it is a disgrace to the Congress 
of the United States, at this time of profound: peace, to have an 
insufficient revenue to carry on the Government of the United 
States and to issue bonds for the purpose of borrowing money to 
carry on the Government in time of peace. It is areproach to us; 
it would be a reproach to any government of Europe. It is a 
marked and singular incident that the debt of the United States, 
instead. of now being $585,000,000 and in process of reduction, has 
been increased $265,000,000. That is the fault of the insufficient 
tariff law. 

Sir, I do not care in what form it comes, upon whose motion it 
may be made, I am willing to take up and consider the pendin 
bill, the Dingley bill, that has been so often referred to. e firs 
thing to be done is to add to it sufficient provisions to increase the 
revenue so that hereafter in the incoming Administration we 
shall not be going into debt year by year. that can be done in 
a proper way, let it be done. We may differ about the subjects of 
taxation, the mode and the manner of taxation; thatisa matter of 
honest difference; but the duty should be performed in one way 
or the other, and it makes but little difference, as the bill pro- 
posed is only a temporary measure, whether it is done upon the 

y -the Democratic party or the principles 
the Republican party. 
T. Will the Senator from Ohio permit me to ask him 
just one question, if it does not interrupt him? i 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 1 

Mr. VEST. The money statement of the 1 Department 
this morning shows one hundred and stein de lion and some 
hundred thousand dollars over and above the gold reserve. as it is 
canon What does the Senator propose to have done with that 
money 

Mr. SHERMAN. That condition of affairs is caused by the 
existing deficiency of revenue. The deficiency created a doubt as 
to whether we would be able to meet the expenses of the Govern- 
ment and to maintain the gold reserve created for the special 
pare of preserving the parity of United States notes with coin. 

order to meet the current deficiencies, the President of the 
United States was compelled to use the gold reserve, to divert it 
from the pu designated by Congress, and expend it for cur- 
rent demands. This led to the demand of gold for United States 
notes, and the money now indicated by the Senator is the United 
States notes redeemed in gold, and these notes are held in the 
Treasury to prevent us from falling from the gold or specie stand- 
ard. Have I answered the Senator sufficiently? , 

Mr. VEST. It appears from this money statement that the 
one hundred and twenty-six million and some hundred thousand 
dollars is a part of the proceeds of the sale of bonds, I do not 
understand that those proceeds are greenbacks. 

Mr. SHERMAN. A very small part of it forms the proceeds of 
bond sales. The bonds were paid for in gold. The notes were 
redeemed in gold. This is shown by the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Mr. VEST. I will say, with great respect to the Senator from 
Ohio, that he does not answer my question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I did answer it. ; 

Mr. VEST. It was not as to how the money came there, or 
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what was done with the gold, or what has been done by the 
Treasury Department, but what does the Senator propose shall be 
done with the one hundred and twenty-six million and some odd 
hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us see how that money was accumulated 
in the Treasury. In Republican times there was no difficulty 
about the reserve. All the reserve was maintained, and never 
during that period of thirteen years was the reserve called upon 
for more than $30,000,000. But the very moment the poney was 
adopted of having insutficient revenue, when every intelligent 
man knew that the Department had to fall upon and use the gold 
reserve, it created a doubt as toour ability or willingness to main- 
tain the specie standard. That has-been the cause of it, and that 
is an additional reproach to the Democratic party. That is the 
result of an insufficient tariff revenue. 

All I wish to say is that if we can take up the Dingley bill I am 
willing to doit. If we are to play fast and loose and talk about 
silver and other matters which have no connection with a tariff 
bill at all, then, as a matter of course, it is idle and useless to take 
it up; it is a waste of time; but if we can have any assurance 
whatever on this side of the Chamber that we can take up the 
Dingley bill and provide enough revenue in some way or other to 
carry on the operations of Government we will gladly join in that 
movement. That bill it is proposed shall last but for a year, and 
it is not a matter of great importance. We can live through that 
year under it if necessary. It would be a wise act for this Con- 
gress, and for the Senate especially, where the block is made, and 
where it ought to be rectified, to take up the Dingley bill sent to 
us by the House of Representatives, which, it is conceded, would 
add to our revenues $40,000,000. We ought to pass it as it is, 
defective as it is, but without those riders which would prevent it 
from becoming a law. 

The silver rider was a mere cowardly evasion of a great and 
important duty. 1 say, with all the emphasis of the words I can 

ive to it, that the proposition to go to the single silver standard 

or that is what it means - was introduced in order to defeat the bill 
itself. It is wrong; but whether wrong or right in itself, it had no 
place on the tariff bill. It had no connection with our revenues 
or expenditures. It was put there to prevent the proper action of 
eee in pieng g reyenue bill to on the operations of 
the Government. we can take up the bill andremove this diffi- 
culty in any way, if Senators will see it their duty to help us 
along and provide means to carry on the Government, there would 
be no difficulty about it. Let us take the piney bill as it is. I 
do not believe in many of its features; I do not believe in the prin- 
ciples upon which it is founded; still I will vote for it, because it 
would do that first and primary duty, it would increase the reve- 
nues of the Government and enable the Government to go on with- 
out gin art day and every hour into debt more and more. 
Mr. P IGREW. May I ask the Senator from Ohio a ques- 


tion? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to ask the Senator from Ohio 
if he thinks it would obviate the necessity of selling bonds to 
procure gold if the revenue was increased? 

x . Undoubtedly. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Then I should like to ask a further ques- 
tion. Would the Senator be willing, if we passed, for instance, the 
Dingley bill, to vote for an amendment to repeal the law of 1875 
authorizing the issue of bonds? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not think there is any law now author- 
izing the issue of bonds except the resumption act, which provides 
that gold shall be used as a fund to redeem United States notes. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Under some authority bonds have been 
3 Under a pretended or real authority bonds have been 

sued? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I suppose they were issued under the 
resumptionact. Would the Senator consent to vote for an amend- 
ment to repeal that authority, so that bonds could not be issued 
without the consent of Congress? 

Mr. SHERMAN. If nothing was doneto impair the redemption 
fund, which is a primary thing, I would vote for any measure 
that will restore it and maintain it. But, sir, Congress ought 
always to confer the power to borrow money, if necessary. Con- 
gress ought to exercise that power when it is necessary on account 
of the deficiency of the revenues. There was no deficiency of the 
revenues until the existing tariff law was passed. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. It seems to me that the Senator does not 
answer my question. I think Congress has the power probably to 
borrow money, and to enact laws to do it, but it appears the 
President assumes the power under some act of Congress—under 
the resumption act, he says, The question is, 5 
revenue enough to run the Government, would the Senator be 
willing to vote for a law to repeal that so-called authority in the 
President to borrow money? ; 

Mr.SHERMAN. I think the taking of money from the resump- 


money, to pay off and redeem t 


tion fund is a great stretch of power, but I am not prepared to say 
that the President of the United States was not justified in aome 


it. The fault was here in Congress. We should have provid 
money enough, without reference to that fund, to have carried on 
the operations of the Government. When, therefore, the Presi- 
dent, in the absence of action by Congress, saw that the $100,000,000 
of gold was likely to be exhausted—it ran down at one time to 
$45,000,000—he did what 1 think he was justified in doing under 
the circumstances. He rather Whipped the devil around the 
stump,” I may say, and, invoking the provisions of the resumption 
act, he did sell bonds. Whether the sale of those bonds was egal 
or not makes no difference; it was an honest debt to be paid. 0 
had promised to pay the United States notes, and when they came 
uring into the Treasury there was nothing for the Secretary of 
he Treasury to do but to use any money at hand, gold or any other 
ose notes. But, sir, all this was 
the result of insufficient revenue, sufficient revenue not having 

been provided by existing law. 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, I do not intend to discuss the 
silver question or the financial question. The Senator from Ohio 
reprobated such a discussion, and then proceeded to discuss it and 
to open the door, I suppose, for others to follow. So far as the 
question as to whether the Dingle bill can become a law is con- 
cerned, I do not feel at liberty to uss it in the method that it 
was discussed by two Senators, because I do not understand that 
we have the right to discuss the question whether the President 
will or will not veto a bill. I suppose we can legislate with refer- 
ence to that point in our minds, but it has been an unwritten rule 
of the Senate, as it isof all legislative bodies of this character, 
that no reference shall be made to the action of the Executive. 

The Senator from New Hampshire |Mr. CHANDLER] asked the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN] whether he thinks the Presi- 
dent of the United States would sign the bill because of some ob- 
struction that he imagines may be put upon the bill in the sha 
of a free-silver attachment. The Senator from Nebraska might 
have replied inas much order as the Senator from New Hampshire 
by asking him if he thinks the President of the United States 
would sign this bill if there was no silver attachment put on it. 

Mr. President, the conditions of the Senate were as well known 
when the bill was brought in as they are to-day. It was as well 
known then that if every man in this Chamber who had been 
elected as a Republican had voted for the bill it would still have 
lacked at least one vote. There was no earthly reason to suppose 
that any man who had not acted with the Republican party in 
this Chamber would cast his vote for the bill. It is the barest pre- 
tense in the world for anyone to stand here and say he expects or 
believes that the bill can become a law. Without violating the 
law I have mentioned, I can say there is certainly an obstruction 
here which everybody knows existed when the bill was introduced, 
and it exists whether the silver attachment is on the bill or off. 
When the Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE] says that he is in favor 
of passing the bill he knows it can not be passed, and he does not 
know it any better to-day than he knew it when the bill was intro- 
duced. The bill was not introduced to be passed, and it is nota 
fit bill to pass. We have heard from the Senator from Ohio again 
and again that it is not a protective bill. We have heard again 
and again that it is not a Republican bill, and we have heard from 
the friends of the bill that it was a makeshift, a temporary- 

edient bill. 

. President, the Republican party is about to come into 
power. If it were not so late I would be tempted to express some 
opinion as to how it secured power. At some other time I shall 
probably doso. But it is coming into power; and it is coming 
into power with a promise and a pledge to the American people 
that the distressed condition of affairs which has existed for many 
years shall disappear with Republican success, when it shall be 
followed by a Republican Administration. 

Mr. HOAR. And legislation. ' 

Mr. TELLER. Of course; you have promised that you would 
oo We were told during the campaign that an era of con- 
fidence would begin the moment the election was over. If such 
an era has struck the country, I have failed to observe it. 

Mr. President, the Republican party will have a duty to per- 
form to the American people, and they will not perform that duty 
by talking about the Dingley bill unless they will say to the coun- 
try that the nE bill is the bill they want; that it is exactly 
such a bill as will bring prosperity to the country. Every one of 
them on this side of the Chamber who has ever spoken about the 
bill has condemned it. If they think that they can pass the bill and 
go to the country, and then, if prosperity does not come, say, 
“ Well, we did not get the bill we want,” that will not answer the 
demand the people will make upon them. They are to pass a bill 
such as they want. It is to be a Republican bill from a Repub- 
lican standpoint. I do not know whether it is to be the McKinley 
bill or not, but I should assume not, from the fact that in the 
1 platform I discovered there was a provision which 
said, We are not attached to schedules.” When I inquired of 
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some leading mblicans in the country, at a proper time to 
make such an etna what that meant, they said it meant that 


they did not mean to pone to reenact the McKinley bill. But 
the Republican party has said that this country suffers for noth- 
ing but more tariff; that the financial question does not disturb 
us. So the Senator from Nebraska who sits on my right [Mr. 
THURSTON], in an interview published in a morning paper, says 
that that is not what disturbs the country, it is more tariff, or, as 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] from his standpoint says, 
more taxes. 

Now, Mr. President, this bill will never become a law, and there 
is not a man on this floor who does not knowit. Why should the 
American Senate spend its time with this bill. Why should you 
disturb the business of the country with talk about passing the 
bill when you all know that it will not pass and can not become 
a law—when you know there are obstacles here or elsewhere 
that are absolutely insurmountable? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow me to answer the 


day. 

Mr. TELLER. I am not sure but that we did elect him, too. 

Mr. CHANDLER. And the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VSI] 

t the bill up to-day. The talk about this bill and Wasting the 
— of the Senate has not been upon this side of the Chamber. 

Mr. TELLER. This is a Republican measure, and it is now 
receiving the support of the Republicans on this side, in the way 
of the Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Maine at least. 

Mr. CHANDLER. But the Senator was lecturing the Repub- 
lican side of the Chamber for talking about the bill. 

Mr. TELLER. You were talking about it. You were profess- 
ing that you want to pass it. It would not be offensive if I should 
say that every one of you know you do not want to pass it. I 
said last summer that no one in the country would have been so 
frightened as those on this side of the Chamber would have been 
if you had supposed it would have become alaw. It is ineffective 
to do what you E is needed to be done in the country. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will allow me a word, when 
he makes that imputation upon the whole Republican side of the 
Chamber, for one, I beg leave to deny it. 

Mr. TELLER. Very well; I will except the Senator. 

Mr. CHANDLER. e Republicans supported the bill in good 
faith. 

Mr. FRYE. As J have stated that I desire its „the Sen- 
ator from Colorado will have to exclude me from the 

Mr. GALLINGER. I am in the same category. 

Mr. FRYE. I am very ee her favor of passing it. 

Mr. TELLER. I will retract what I said. I will say I did not 
see how anybody did expect it to pass; and I can not see from my 
standpoint—— 

Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator from Colorado allow me to 


interrupt him? 

Mr. TELLER. In a minute. Ican not see from my standpoint 
how anybody could have expected any advantage to come to the 
country from its passage, if it had been ible to pass it. Now 
I will hear what the Senator from New Jersey has to say. 

Mr. SEWELL. If the Senator will relieve the bill from the sil- 
ver amendments, I am very anxious to vote for it just as it stands. 
I believe if we could have the bill at the last session it 
would have been a benefit to the country, by giving the Govern- 
ment the money that was needed instead of owing it. 

Mr. TELLER. If there are any considerable number of Re- 
publicans here who think the bill ought to pass, and that the pas- 
sage of the bill would bring prosperity, why do they not press the 
bill; why do they not find out whether they have got the votes to 

the bill; why do they not find out whether it can become a 
wor not? 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator himself knows the obstacle. I 
do not say there are not obstacles to the e of the bill; but 
the Senator undertook to impugn the motive of every Senator on 
this side of the Chamber, except his own peculiar associates, by 
saying we did not desire the bill to become a law. 

Mr. TELLER. I repeat, if it is offensive, I repeat, this bill was 
not introduced to be passed, and it was understood when it was 
introduced that it could not be passed; that it was introduced for 
a political advantage and a political purpose. I make that state- 
ment, Mr. President, on my own authority. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That is the Senator’s opinion. I can not 
help his entertaining that opinion. 

Mr. HALE. As the Senator has made so grave a charge, I wish 
he would give a little more in detail some of the reasons for his 
remarkable statement that the bill was never rted with the 
expectation that it would be passed. Does the Senator bear in 


mind that it was a measure framed by the House of Representa- 
tives with deliberation, with the avowed purpose of being a tem- 
porary measure toraise revenue fora Democratic Administration, 

ebated and passed there, and sent to this body; and then the 
Republicans of this body, almost united, to endeavor to 
pass it withoutcrossinga ‘‘t” or dotting an i“ as the other branch 
of the Government sent it to us? 

For one I wish to say in all sincerity, and as sincerely as the 
Senator from Colorado can say anything (and he isa sincere man), 
that it never occurred to me that we were not to the bill in 
honest fashion for an honest purpose, if we could doit. I believe, 
with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL], that it would 
have been a benefit and it would have helped the country could 
we have passed it at the last session. We could not and did not. 
I agree fully with my colleague that if we could pass it to-day 
just as it is it would bea beneficent measure. It would give reve- 
nue at once, or almost at once. It would help the country in the 
feeling that there would be no more sales of bonds to run the Gov- 
ernment. 

So far as I am concerned, the Senater is wrong in saying that 
there was anything underneath or underlying or furtive in the 
attempt to pass this bill. $ 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, I did not give way to the Sena- 
tor to make a speech. 

Mr. HALE. Iam obliged to the Senator, who is always very 
courteous, 

Mr. TELLER. The bill was introduced in the other House with 
great haste, if I may s of what occurred in another body. It 
1 came in without the deliberation of a committee, it 

aving been considered for a few hours only, as everybody knows. 
When the President sent his message here about the finances of 
the country it had no reference whatever to the revenue. When 
he had dec in his message that he needed no more revenue, 
when the Secretary of the Treasury had declared in his report that 
he needed no more revenue, the committee of the House, with great 
haste, with hot haste, reported a bill which did not pass with delib- 
eration. It passed as no other tariff bill everp in the history 
of this country—passed with a few hours of discussion, only a few 
favored members of that body being able to say a word on it. It 
came here as no other bill ever came to this Senate; it came when 
everybody knew there was a decided majority in the Senate against 
a tariff bill. It came here, if I may be allowed to say so, when it 
was known that there was not even the remotest possibility on the 
face of the earth that it ever could becomealaw, and it was known 
that before it could become a law one of the principal officials of 
this country would have to e himself to a degree that there 
was no reason to 9 7 he would. 

That is the reason I say the bill was not e ted to become a 
law. Isay it was not expected to become a law because it does 
not stand to reason that Republican Senators knew so little of 
ponie affairs as to suppose that from the other side of the Cham- 

r they could get a vote for a measure which was infinitely more 
offensive than measures which had called down the denunciation 
of many a Senator and of the President of the United States him- 
self. They knew the President of the United States had declared 
that the law which did pass was infamous because of the high 
tariff it put upon many products, and upon the same prodncts 
they put 15 per cent more. They had no reason, in the nature of 
things, to scene that cag tok d get a vote from the other side 
of the Chamber. I assert here that no Senator will rise in this 
Chamber and state that he attempted to get a vote from the other 
side of the Chamber. While it was said, with an indefiniteness 
that was sometimes quite astonishing, that there were hopes that 
if it passed the two Houses of Congress it might become a law, I 
venture to say that no Senator will say here that he dickered with 
the Chief Executive as to whether he would veto or sign the bill. 

I repeat, that everything which touches and surrounds this bill 
shows that it was a political movement, and only a political move- 
ment. It was a political movement to distract the attention of 
the American people from the financial question, and the Repub- 
lican party went into the campaign of this year making an effort 
to withdraw public attention from the financial question and cen- 
ter it upon the tariff 2 They would have had a good 
chance, if the bill could have passed the Senate and been vetoed by 
the President, to have made an issue. They would have had a good 
chance if it had been met here by a consolidated Democratic and 
Populist vote and defeated; but it was not. Men who were as 
much in favor of protection as any man rary on this side of the 
Chamber, realizing the purpose for which the bill was introduced 
and pressed, believing that it was not intended to become a law, 
believing that it could not become a law, believing that it was for 
an evil 1 and for nothing else joined with the o 
sition on the other side in declining to take it up. It has n 
brought before the Senate at this session by a great big vote. Was 
there any sentiment among the Republicans to press it to a vote? 
If pea was, the reading of the debate—I was not here—does not 
indicate it. 
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‘Mr. President, everybody knows that this bill can not pass; 
everybody knows it will not beco ne alaw; everybody knows that 
if you are to have a tariff bill you will have to wait untilafterthe 
ath « of March, and you will have to wait until the Republican 
pen comes into power. Everybody knows that if the Repub- 

can party would be fair and frank and say, We can not pass 
this bill,” or if they would say what most of them know, that this 
bill will not grant the tariff they have promised, the people of the 
United States would wait with patience until that party comes 
into power and has the opportunity of passing a tariff bill. If 
they pass this bill and it should become a law, they must pass 
another in the early months of next spring. Not a Senator on 
this floor on this side will say that, in his judgment, this is the 
bill that the Republican party have promised the country. Nota 
Senator here will say that this is the bill which will restore pros- 

rity to the business of this country. They expect a different 
Rind of bill from this, and if any prosperity comes from a tariff 
bill it will be from a bill different from this. 

Mr, President, the business of this country is disturbed by 
these continual agitations of the tariff question more so than by 
the agitation of the silver question; and yet we have the agitation 
all the time going on, because there is . foe frankness enough 
to say, what re knows, that the bill can not become a law. 
When the change shall have occurred, it will be the duty, in my 
judgment, of the Republican party, if they keep their pledges to 
the people, to have an early on—and it can not be too soon 
after the incoming Administration—and then to formulate a law 
which will be in line with what is called Republican sentiment and 
Republican principle. When they have put that before Congress, 
if they fail to pass it, they will be in some degree at least absolved 
from their promise; but they never will be absolved from it until 
they have tried it; they will never know whether they can pass it 
or not until they have tried it. If you can pass any bill now, why 
not pass a bill which will accomplish what you propose? If you 
can pass this bill, yon can pass another and a better bill. 

Mr. President, I did not mean to say so much when I rose. I 
meant to say a word or two about the wool question, and I want 
to say a word or two about it now. 

The price of wool has 1 down in this country, and it went 
down in spite of the tariff. It went down because everything else 
went down, It did not go down more than did other products of 
the farm. We have had free trade in wool, and it still continues 
to go down. Iwas myself of the impression that it had gone lower 
than it did under the McKinley Act. I may be mistaken about 
that, because I see that it is here disputed. and I have not looked 
it up. It did not go down to the extent that it did because of the 
lack of tariff. It went down because the conditions of the country 
are puttingeverything down; because everything which the farmer 
raises is lower now than it was three years ago. It went down 
because there had sprung up a competition in wool which this 
country had never been called upon to meet before. Within the 
last four or five years there has built up an Asiatic trade in 
wool. Twenty-five million pounds a year have been coming to us, 
and coming more than at that rate this year. When the year shall 
close you will find it more than 25,000,000 pounds. It n four 
or five years ago with the importation of a million pounds of Chi- 
nese wool. We have now got 25,000,000 or 26,000,000 pounds a year, 
a growing trade, a trade which threatens the wool interests of this 
country, whether with or without a tariff. The Senator from 
Oregon [Mr. MITCHELL] says the woolgrowers could not sell their 
wool on the Pacific Coast for more than 5 or 6 cents, I think. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. They could not sell it for 5 cents. 

Mr. TELLER. They could not sell it for 5 cents; but 25,000,000 
or 26,000,000 pounds of Chinese wool were sold on the Pacific Coast 
at a price at which the Chinaman is satisfied to continue his 
export, which is increasing year by year, more this year than last 
year, and more last year than the year before. How does he do 
it, Mr. President? The Chinaman is on a silver basis. He brings 
his wool here, and last year he sold it in San Francisco on an 
average of 8 cents a pound and bought exchange on China, which 
gave him 15} cents of Chinese money for it when he got home, 
which is as potent in purchasing labor or anything else in China 
as it was thirty years ago. While the American farmer sold his 
wool for 8 cents, the Chinaman sold his for 151 cents. Having 
the great Pacific Sea, which brings all kinds of goods from Asia 
to the Pacific Coast, he can sell his goods for less than an Ameri- 
can farmer who has to transport his goods 250 miles by rail can 
sell his for. No American farmer can compete with the great 
Chinese woolgrowers even in the interior of China, That is one 
thing which is putting down the price of wool; that is one thing 
which threatens it infinitely more than the lack of a tariff. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio . SHERMAN] repeats 
what he has said again and again, and I will challenge it, because 
I always feel that I should do so. He says that we have issued 
bonds because we had a deficiency in revenue. The President of 
the United States declared in his official communication to us that 
at the time he issued those bonds there was no occasion for money 


to carry on the Government; that he had enough of it in the 

The Secretary of the Treasury made the same declara- 
tion, and an examination of the reports will show that when the 
bonds were issued, in one instance at least, there was more free 
money in the Treasury for the use of the Government than there 
is ay. If there had been revenue tenfold, unless the revenue 
came in the shape of gold, in which it did not come and in which 
it will not come, the ident of the United States, if he main- 
tained the gold standard, was compelled to issue bonds to buy 
gold, and if you continue the present system of finance you must 
continue to buy gold whenever the gold shall run below what the 
President may think is the danger line. No amount of revenue 
will help you. 

There is another question which might be considered with this 
bill, and that is, Will this bill produce more revenue? It is very 
doubtful whether under this bill, with its high rates, you will 
have as much revenue as you have to-day. Ido not find fault 
with it because it keeps out imports; Iam not finding fault with 
it; but if you are legislating for revenue the question is whether, 
if you put on a high tariff in addition to a tariff reasonable now 
in many respects, you will get more revenue or will get less. The 
Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] said here to-day, as I 
understood him, that the tariff on iron was satisfactory; at least 
if he has not said so now it was so stated when the Wilson bill 
was under consideration. He said then that the tariff upon cot- 
ton goods was the most scientific schedule which had ever been 
enacted, and entirely satisfactory to the manufacturers of cotton. 

Mr. HOAR. With some exceptions. 

Mr. TELLER. No exception was made then, whatever may 
have been found in practice. It was believed when the Wilson 
bill that the manufacturers of woolen goods had been 
ainply taken care of. Their representatives on this floor were 
satisfied with that bill. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator is mistaken. 

Mr. TELLER. No, I am not. 
ied ALDRICH. I do not know any of their representatives on 

S Hoor. 

Mr. TELLER. I will admit that the woolen goods schedule 
was not sufficient, because when you get $87,000,000 of importa- 
tions of woolen goods in nine months or in a year, that is more, 
in my judgment, than the American people ought to submit to. 

Why did we get that great amount of woolen goods? We got 
it because the condition of Europe was such that manufacturers 
of woolen goods in that country were compelled to unload upon 
us at any price they could get. Everyman who has kept in touch 
with the affairs of Europe knows that woolen goods were never 
before so low in other countries, and that they were never before 
so low in this country. It would astonish men who are not famil- 
iar with this matter to take the schedules of the importations of 
woolen goods and see the price at which they are brought here 


and the poe at whi h they can be and are sold. It was the dis- 
Sros in Europe which brought a t avalanche of woolen 
ere. 


If I were to revise the tariff, I would revise it, not by put- 
ting 15 per cent more duty upon iron and steel, which have enough 
now; not by putting 15 per cent more upon cotton and 15 per cent 
more upon wool, but I would put enough duty upon wool to give 
the American wool manufacturer practically the American mar- 
ket; not so much, however, that he may be able to demand that 
the American consumer shall pay an inordinate sum. 

Has this Dingley bill been properly considered? Does it con- 
sult the interest of each manufacturing industry in the country 
when it gives on one grade of carpets 3; per cent more than the 
McKinley law gave, and gives 15 per cent more upon what every- 
body admits, I believe, is a satisfactory tariff upon iron and steel, 
and only 15 per cent upon the woolen schedule, when everybod 
I think, who has examined it and who believes in tariff at all wi 
bese ig more than 15 per cent is needed if anything at all is 
needed. 

I do not intend to discuss the tariff question. I only want to 
say in justice to myself that if I had believed that this bil when 
it was before the Senate was a bill which would have brought 
relief to the suffering industries of the country, I should have 
voted for it. 

Mr. President, I want prosperity in the United States. I be- 
lieve it can be brought to our people by a decent financial system; 
I do not believe it can be brought in any other way; butif you 
can show me any other method which will stand the test of logic 
and reason, I will suppor it with you. I do not say that I will 
support any tariff bill that you introduce, because I do not believe 
tariff is the remedy; on that I reserve the right when the time 
comes todoasmy judgment shall dictate; but if you willshow me 
any system that will convince my judgment that prosperity will 
come from its adoption, Iam not so attached to t aver ques- 
tion or the money question that I would not welcome prosperity 
from any other source or in any other direction. If the country 
can be made prosperous by other legislation, the section of the 
country which I in part represent will come in for its share of that | 
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rosperity. I am not myself legislatin 
My interest extends to all the people an 
country. 

At some time when I shall have the opportunity I mean to dis- 
cuss this question in a different way. I trust I may discuss it in 
temperance, but I mean to discuss not only this question, but to 
discuss the great questions which were presented in the late cam- 
paign. I want to say here that I mean then to resent for myself 
cad the 6,000,000 men who voted with me the repeated assertions 
made here and elsewhere that we were less patriotic or less honest 
than the men who voted for our opponents, 

Mr. GORMAN, Mr. President—— 


for any single section. 
to every portion of the 


of the Dingley bill both at the last session and at the pra I 


SHERMAN], that I ell exp 
distinguished Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER], that this bill 
at that time was introduced in the face of a Presidential election 
for a purely political purpose; that the knowledge was within the 
reach of every Senator and every Member of the other House that 
this body as constituted at that time and as now constituted was 
opposed to the passage of such a bill; that the bill did not meet 
the conditions of the essary, as stated by the Senator from Ohio, 
and that the bill in every section of it was unequal and unjust, 
except possibly in that portion relating to pottery and to the 
woolen schedule. ; . 

The Presidential election has passed. The combinations of men 

and interests made in that campaign are now matters of history. 
-To the credit of the Republican y be it said that at no time, 
not even in the critical hours of that campaign, did they ever 
lower their standard or depart from their declaration that when 
they came into power they would have a high protective tariff; 
and the men who followed their banner and who aided them in 
that contest were bound to accept the result, as I am bound, now 
that they have the majority. - 

I remember full well that when a distinguished friend of mine 

-appealed to your party to center the contest upon a single issue, 
the offer was declined through an ex-President of the United 
States, who had a right to speak for his party, who said they were 

delighted to have the support of all who would come to them to 
save the honor of the Government and to prevent repudiation, 
but t lat they would adopt a protective tariff when they came into 
power. Thatthecountry understands. You willcome intopower 
on the 4th of March. ; 

It matters not, Mr. President, who is ible now for the 
deficiency in the Treasury. The Senator from Ohio and I have 
debated that question before, and I think I have, at least satisfac- 
torily to myself; shown that the deficiency began with the McKin- 
ley law and has continued under the Wilson law. But there is the 
condition, and now is your responsibility. Youcannot meet it at 
this session of Congress. You have not the power in this body 

to pass such a monstrosity as the Dingley bill which is before the 

‘Senate. You have not the time nor the inclination to remodel that 
bill and make it a Republican measure. There is neither the time 
nor the inclination to do it, and it is trifling with the business 
interests of the country, in my judgment, to hold out the hope by 
continuous debate here at this session that some action will be 
taken when everybody knows that action is impossible. 

You will come into the possession of all branches of the Govern- 
ment, including this body, after the 4th of March, and in my best 
judgment you will have a clear, safe majority for a protective 
tariff y when you assemble on the 4th day of March. For one, feel- 
ing as I do and knowing as I do the business conditions of the 
people whom we all represent and whom we all desire to relieve, 
when you come to the discussion of that matter those of us who 
will be here on this side will puncture your bill and expose its 
enormities or its deficiencies, presenting our views, and presenting 
them fully (as I hope debate will always be full in the Senate), 
but with no desire to obstruct you unnecessarily in the of 
your party measure. The responsibility will be with you. If the 

ssage of that measure will bring prosperity, if it give addi- 

ional zest to the manufacturers, to the transportation companies, 
and to the farmers, so be it; I shall rejoice with vou; but let it be 
a full and complete measure, such as you desire the Government 
shall be administered under, and you will have to take that respon- 
sibility only after full and fair discussion in this body. 

Mr. HALE. Do I understand the Senator to express here the 
undoubted conviction that the House bill, the Dingley bill, socalled, 
can not be passed at this session? 

Mr. GORMAN. I say without the slightest hesitation that if 
the Senator from Maine will join me in the frank statement that 
he ought to make, he and I both know that it is utterly impossible 
to that bill at this short session. 

. HALE. Now, let me say to the Senator, while I think it 
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would be well to pass the bill, and I am in favor of passing it, and 
will vote to take it up and pass it at any time, the statements 
which have been made here to-day by the Senator from Colorado 
[Mr. TELLER], who certainly represents a considerable element 
upon this side of the Chamber, and the statement made by the 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. Gorman], who largely represents 
the other side of the Chamber, that it is impossible to pass the 
House bill, show to me how difficult it will be to pass it. I ho 
in this view the Senate and the country will take notice of the 
difficulties under which we are situate here, for with the combina- 
tion, or with those riety with the Senator from Maryland on 
that side of the Chamber and those thinking with the Senator from 
Colorado on this side, voting against the passage of the Dingley 
bill, it is clearly im ible to pass it. 

I do agree with the Senator that it will be the business of the 
Republican party at an early session—and the earlier the better, 
as the Senator from Colorado says—to take up this whole subject 
and mature a protective measure, moderate in its terms, but suf- 
ficient to give revenue to the Government and properly protect 
American industries, and I am very glad of his assurance that 
5 will not be obstructed unduly or in any way as mere obstruc- 

on. 

Mr. TELLER. Will the Senator from Maryland allow me? 


Mr. GORMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. TELLER. I wish to say to the Senator from Maine that I 
spoke for no one but myself. en I spoke of the impossibility 
of passing the Dingley bill I bore in mind all the time the fact that 
if every man who was elected as a Republican and who ever sat 
on this side of the Chamber as a Republican voted for the bill it 
still could not pass. å 

Mr. GORMAN. Ianswered the Senator from Maine frankly in 
stating my opinion as to the possibility of passing the bill. Ido 
not think he -exhibited his usual frankness in his comments 
upon that answer. But I should like to have from him, a Senator 
of great experience in this body and knowledge of its members, 
an opinion as to whether at any time, from the day the bill was 
received in this body from the House of Representatives until 
now, there has been a majority in favor of it. 

Mr. HALE. I did not, until very late in the consideration at 
the last session, Ee up the idea that it might be passed here. I 
did not go into the question beyond that, and I do not think the 
question ought to be disc here as to what the Executive 
would do with it. 

Mr. GORMAN. I do not speak of the Executive. 
reference to him. 

Mr. HALE. Ithought it a good measure. The Senator did 
not. I believe now it was a good measure. I did not intend in 
any way to be irksome to the Senator in commenting upon his 
attitude, but to thank him for his frankness. The country will 
listen to him as it will listen to few Senators here, and when he 
was foreshadowing, as he had a clear right to do (I think it was a 

atriotic service that he did), the difficulties in passing the Ding- 

ey bill at this session he was giving me light and information 
upon the situation. Iam glad that he did it, and the country will 
thank him for doing it. 

Mr. GORMAN. If I have succeeded in enlightening the Sen- 
ator from Maine upon the condition in this Chamber and the pos- 
sibility of passing a bill, I confess I have accomplished a feat that 
I never expected to see accomplished in this body. 

Mr. President, I do not care about the mere finesse of this mat- 
ter. There is no politics in it as it stands now. I do not believe 
that the statements of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] or 
of the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE], or both of them, or of the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER], can affect the 
eesti issue in the United States. The great contest is over. It 

become history. You have succeeded. I will not say how I 
think you have succeeded, but you have succeeded, and you and 
your party have the responsibility of the Government. You can 
not, and you know you can not, accomplish anything substantial 
at the present session of Con But if you had the power to 
pass the 3 bill just as it came from the other House, you 
could not afford to permit the tariff to rest on the Dingley bill 
during the incoming Administration. Your Executive would be 
compelled to call an extra session of Congress, or you would be 
obliged at the next regular session to take up the question of the 
tariff and upturn every business interest in the United States. 
The Republican party can not afford to do that. No party could 
afford to doit. You have no idea of doing it. In the interest of 
the business of the country, we have no idea of permitting you to 
doit. Now, the country might as well understand it. 

Mr. HALE. At the present session? 

Mr. GORMAN. Yes; at this session. 

Mr. HALE. That is very ample and sufficient. 


I make no 


; 3 ALLEN. It is understood, then, that the Dingley bill is 
ead? 

Mr. GORMAN. I know it is ample so far as concerns my state- 
ment; but I think the Senators on the other side, as the 


nator 
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from Colorado has frankly stated it, ought to admit it and Sem 
this on, and prevent our constituents, who are inte 

in this question, from holding meetings and conventions, as they 
‘are doing in the great cities of the Union, and coming to Wash- 
ington ost 9 or telegraphing Senators about the aaan 
‘of this bill, where ey are interested in some cular item in it, 

Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator from Maryland yield to me for 
a moment? 

Mr. GORMAN. Certainly. 8 

Mr. PLATT. The Senator from Maryland is quite right. We 
have never had the votes on this side of the Chamber to pass the 
Dingley bill, and we have less now than we ever had before. 
TMY: TELLER. That is a frank statement. 

Mr. PLATT. It is true. 

Mr. GORMAN. Ihave only one word to say further, and that 
is in reply to the distinguished Senator from Ohio [Mr. PERERIN 1 
I do not intend to thrash over old straw as to who is responsible 
for the deficiency in the revenues. I wish to state for myself, as 
I have said heretofore on all occasions when we were considering 
‘revenue measures, that I agree that the party which would delib- 
erately frame a revenue measure that did not provide sufficient 
‘revenue to meet the current expenses of the Government ought to 
go out of power; and whenever we have considered such a meas- 
ure in this body I have always voted for such rates of duty and 
such a levy upon domestic articles as in my judgment would pro- 
duce sufficient revenue, with a fair surplus to be zepi in the 
Treasury. But the conditions since 1890, when the McKinley bill 

was passed, have been such, with falling markets, with depression 
in all branches of industry, with the consumers unable to pur- 
chase the ordinary amount of commodities, that the estimates of 
the Treasury Department in the framing of the McKinley billand 
the last bill were at fault. That, together with the decision of the 
Supreme Court, have left a deficiency in the Treasury every year. 
During the latter part of the Harrison Administration the balance 
in the book account could be made only $2,000,000, and the fact 
of it was that we were then $50,000,000 short. But that has all 


The President of the United States and the Secretary of the 
Treasury say that out of the proceeds of the sales of bonds, sold, 
as they claimed at the time, for the purchase of gold to meet the 
run made upon the Treasury, there is now in the Treasury $125,- 
000,000 or $126,000,000. It will be more than ample for the pres- 
ent fiscal year to meet the deficiencies, whatever they may be, and 
‘for the next fiscal year. So, from the present laws and the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of bonds the Republican party will have all the 
money that will be necessary to conduct the affairs of the Govern- 
ment until 1898 without any further increase of revenue. In the 
meantime I take it you will prepare your bill, and you will see to 
it that there will be a larger revenue than we have now. How 
you will reach that conclusion is a matter for your own consider- 
ation, but I wish to say to the Senator from Ohio that his party 
‘can not be embarrassed by the failure to have legislation at the 
pe session of Congress. There will be no further necessity 

‘or the sale of a single bond to meet the payments that may be 
due this year and the next. You will have ample time to meet 
them in the ordinary way and to dispose of this matter as the 
5 . desire. k 

8 MAN. Ican not speak, as a matter of course, for m 
associates here as a general thing, but I am inclined to think, an 
I believe that it is their opinion, that in view of the statements 
which have been made from the other side of the Chamber that 
the Dingley bill can not pass, we ought not to waste any more 
time upon it. So far as I am concerned, I am not di , and I 
think the great majority on this side, without having had any op- 
portunity to consult each other, are not disposed to attempt the 
: ible in order to pass the Dingley bill. 

. QUAY. The funeral services on the Dingley bill having 
been concluded, I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. CHILTON. Will the Senator from Pennsylvania yield to 
me for a moment? A bili has come over from the other House 
similar to one which passed both the House and the Senate during 
the last session of Congress, which went to the President in the 
closing days of the session and failed to receive his signature. 

Mr. QUAY. I withdraw the motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is withdrawn. 


EASTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS. 


Mr. CHILTON. I ask unanimous consent that House bill 9469 
be taken from the table and put upon its passage. 

The bill (H. R. 9469) to constitute a new division of the eastern 
judicial district of Texas and to provide for holding of terms of 
court at Beaumont, Tex., and for the appointment of a clerk for 
sna conri; was read the first time by its title and the second time 
at length. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the bill? 


XXIX—14 


Mr. CHANDLER. Not displacing the unfinished business. 

The PRESIDING OFFI Not displacing the unfinished 
business. Is there objection? 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. . 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 514) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
mili record of Wear Crawford; 

A bill (H. R. 4223) for the relief of Curtis P. Wise; 

A bill (H. R. 4853) for the relief of John Duncan; 

A bill (H. R. 6143) for the relief of Peter Young; é 

A bill (H. R. 7282) for the relief of Charles T. Trowbridge, 
George D. Walker, and John A. Trowbridge; and 

A bill (H. R. 7906) to grant an honorable discharge to Adam 
Hand, as first lieutenant of Company B, One hundred and eighty- 
fourth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

The bill (H. R. 596) for the relief of Ellis H. Roberts was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill (H. R. 6750) to authorize the mayor and city council of 
Monroe and the police jury of the parish of Ouachita, La., to con- 
struct a traffic bridge across the Ouachita River opposite said city 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 

The bill (H. R. 8197) for the relief of John J. Guerin was read 
twice byits title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. 9472) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the 
third session of the Fifty-third Congress was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

A. A. HOSMER. 

The bill (H. R. 6533) for the relief of A. A. Hosmer was read 
twice by its title. a 

Mr. CARTER. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I shall not object if we can have the same 
understanding as to all such bills, that the unfinished business 
shall not be displaced. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the bill? 

Mr. CARTER. It is a bill which has come over from the other 
Bowe and is identical with one which has heretofore passed the 


nate. 

Mr, COCKRELL. Let the bill be read for information. 

The bill was read, and, by unanimous consent, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. It 
authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to issue to Addison A. 
Hosmer a certificate of location in place of certificate No. K 9, 
issued in pursuance of the acts of Congress approved June 22, 
1860, March 2, 1867, and June 10, 1872, upon proof of ownership 
and loss of the same, as the Secretary of the Interior may deem 
proper, and the execution of a bond, with good and sufficient 
sureties, in double the market value of the certificate so to be 
issued, to be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, con- 
ditioned to indemnify the United States against the presentation 
by an innocent holder of the alleged lost certificate. 


The bill was reported tothe Senate without amendment, ordered , 


to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CHAPELL, 
one of its clerks, announced thatthe House had passed the bill (S. 
1832) to define the rights of purchasers under mortgages author- 
ized by an act of Congress approved April 20, 1871, concerning 
the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company with amendments in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. QUAY. I renew my motion that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After thirteen minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 4 o'clock and 
39 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thurs- 
day, December 17, 1896, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. > 
Executive nominations received by the Senate December 16, 1896. 
POSTMASTERS. 
Charles L’Amoreaux. to be postmaster at Schoharie, in the 
county of Schoharie and State of New York, in the place of Flor- 
ence A. Smith, whose commission expired July 2, 1896. Mr, 
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L’Amoreaux is now serving as postmaster under a temporary 
commission issued during the recess of the Senate. 

Charles W. Anderson, to be ter at Fishkill on the Hud- 
gon, in the county of Dutchess and State of New York, in the 
‘place of Emory L. Tompkins, whose commission expired July 18, 

896. Mr. Anderson is now serving as postmaster under a tem- 
porary commission issued during the recess of the Senate. 

James S. Boyd, to be postmaster at Cold Spring, in the county 
of Putnam and State of New York, in the place of Ellis H. Timm, 
whose commission ired May 20, 1896. Mr. Boyd is now sery- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

John E. Brennan, to be postmaster at Highland Falls, in the 
county of Orange and State of New York, in the pence of Phili 
Altshimer, whose commission expired July 19, 1896. Mr. Bren- 
nan is now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission 
issued during the recess of the Senate. 

James C. Brophy, to be aster at Shortsville, in the county 
‘of Ontario and State of New York, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Brophy is now serving 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 


recess of the Senate. 

John E. Cannon, to be postmaster at Andover, in the county of 
Allegany and State of New York, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, e vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr, Cannon is now serving 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 


recess of the Senate. 

Marvin D. Fisher, to be postmaster at Spencer, in the county of 
Tioga and State of New York, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office Raving, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Fisher is now serving as 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. . 

John A. Homeyer, to be postmaster at Richmond Hill, in the 
county of Queens and State of New Vork, the appointment of a 

aster for the said office having, by law, become vested in 
he President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Homeyer is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 5 
amen F. Hunt, to be postmaster at Croton on Hudson, in the 
county of Westchester and State of New York, the appointment 
of a postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested 
in the President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Hunt is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

8 W. Kelso, to be postmaster at Mechanicsville, in the 
county of Saratoga and State of New York, in the of George 
B. Tripp, whose commission expired April 8, 1896. Mr. Kelso is 
now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued 
during the recess of the Senate. 

Katherine I. Merritt, to be ter at Pelham, in the county 
of Westchester and State of New York, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Katherine I. Merritt is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

. Frank Palmer, to be postmaster at Larchmont, in the county 
of Westchester and State of New York, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Palmer is now serv- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 


the recess of the Senate. 

Willard Peck, to be tmaster at Hudson, in the county of 
Columbia and State of New Vork. in the place of Judson M. John- 
son, whose commission expired ber 19, 1893. Mr. Peck is 
now serving as postmaster nuder a temporary commission issued 
during the recess of the Senate. 

Charles S. Powell, to be postmaster at Freeport, in the county 
of Queens and State of New York, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Powell is now serving 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 
recess of the Senate. f 

Edward J. Shanahan, to be postmaster at Amsterdam, in the 
county of Montgomery and State of New York, in the place of 
Mrs. Julia A, Caney, whose commission expired December 14, 
1896. 

Albert J. Smith, to be postmaster at Northville, in the county 
of Fulton and State of New York, in the place of Charles G. Bacon, 
whose commission éxpired July 18, 1896. Mr. Smith is now sery- 

as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

Benjaman M. Tasker, to be postmaster at Fort Edward, in the 
county of Washington and State of New York, in the place of 

- O. C. Robinson, whose commission expired January 6, 1896. Mr, 


Tasker is now serving as postmaster under a temporary commis- 
sion issued during the recess of the Senate. ns 

Leander Wright, to be postmaster at Amityville, in the county of 
Suffolk and State of New York, in the place of Solomon Ketcham 
Jr., whose commission expired December 17, 1895. Mr. Wright 
is now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission 
issued during the recess of the Senate. 

Benjamin H. Bunn, to be postmaster at Rocky Mount, in the 
county of Edgecombe and State of North Carolina, in the place of 
Bennett Bunn, d Mr. Bunn is now serving as postmaster 
gaaer a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 

nate. 

John W. Kirby, to be postmaster at Lenoir, in the county of 
Caldwell and State of North Carolina, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Kirby is now serving 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 
recess of the Senate. 

John F. Hogan, to be postmaster at Northwood, in the county 
of Grand Forks and State of North Dakota, the appointment of a 

tmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

ident on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Hogan is now sery- 

ing-as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

William C. Jimeson, to be tmaster at Cooperstown, in the 
county of Griggs, and State of North Dakota, the appointment of 
a postmaster for the said office ebb i law, become vested in 
the President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Jimeson is now 

as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
the recess of the Senate. 
illiam J. Mooney, to be postmaster at Langdon, in the county 
of Cavalier and State of North Dakota, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Mooney is now serv- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate, 

John Cranker, to be postmaster at Perrysburg, in the county of 
Wood and State of Ohio, the appointment of a postmaster for the 
said office having, by law, become vested in the President on and 
after October 1, 1896. Mr. Cranker is now serving as postmaster 
gader a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 

ate. 

Franklin L. Krock, to be postmaster at Huron, in the county 
of Erie and State of Ohio, the appointment of a postmaster for the 
said office having, 5 Boge become vested in the President on and 
after July 1, 1896. . Krock is now serving as postmaster under 
a temporary commission issued during the recess of the Senate. 

Isaac Marker, to be postmaster at Versailles, in the county of 
Darke and State of Ohio, the appointment of a postmaster for the 
said office having, by law, become vested in the President on and 
after July 1,1896. Mr. Marker is now serving as postmaster under 
a temporary commission issued during the recess of the Senate. 

Frank Speasmaker, to be portare at London, in the county 
of Madison and State of Ohio, in the place of John M. Boyer, 
whose commission expired July 18, 1896. Mr. S maker is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

ames C. Waltimire, to aa ponhat at Deshler, in the county 

of Henry and State of Ohio, the appointment of a postmaster for 

the said office having, * become vested in the President on 

and after July 1, 1896. . Waltimire is now serving as postmaster 

uidor a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 
nate. 

Mary V. Wilson, to be postmaster at Lebanon, in the county of 
Warren and State of Ohio, in the place of Mary V. Proctor, changed 
her name by marriage. Mary V. Wilson is now serving as post- 
ag under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 

e Senate. 

Charles F. Belt, to be postmaster at Dallas, in the county of Polk 
and State of Oregon, in the place of Go erg S. Grant, whose com- 
mission expired July 18, 1896. Mr. Belt is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. ` 

Joseph C. Sawyer, to be postmaster at Newburg, in the county 
of Yamhill and State of Oregon, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Sawyer is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess 
of the Senate. 

Virginia A. Williams, to be postmaster at Independence, in the 
county of Polk and State of Oregon, in the place of Essie G. Rob- 
ertson, whose commission expired July 18, 1896. Virginia A. 
Williams is now serving as postmaster under a temporary com- 
mission issued during the recess of the Senate. 

Thomas J. Butler, to be postmaster at Mount Jewett, in the 
county of McKean and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of 
a postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in 


1896. 
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the President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Butler is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. f 

rge W. Clancy, to be postmaster at Darby, in the county of 
Delaware and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Clancy is now serving 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 
recess of the Senate. : 

John J. Connelly, to be postmaster at Bryn Mawr, in the county 
of Montgomery and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of J. New- 
ton Marshall, removed. Mr. Connelly is now serving as postmaster 
under a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 
Senate. 

James S. Gale, to be postmaster at Milford, in the county of 
Pike and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, of Past become vested in the President 
on and after July 1, 1896. . Gale is now serving as postmaster 
Zade a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 

te. 


ate. 

Alexander Griffith, to be postmaster at Bri rt, in the county 
of Montgomery and State of Pennsylvania, appointment of a 
postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in 
the President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Griffith is now serv- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

Jacob S. Groff, to be at Newtown, in the county of 
Bucks and State of Pennsylvania, in the pace of Joseph P. - 
ver, whose commission expired July 2, 1596. Mr. Groff is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

Thomas A. Hendrick, to be at Jermyn, in the county 
of Lackawanna and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a 

tmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
ident on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Hendrick is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 
O. Howard, to be postmaster at Columbus, in the county 
of Warren and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Howard is now serv- 
ing as aster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

R. Lindsay Kent, to be postmaster at Verona, in the county of 
Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, became vested in the 
President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Kent is now serving 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 
recess of the Senate. 

Henry F. Mann, to be postmaster at Sunbury, in the county of 
Northumberland and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of Jarid 
C. Irwin, whose commission expired July 18, 1896. Mr. Mann is 
now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued 
during the recess of the Senate. 

William D. H. Mason, to be postmaster at Williamstown, in the 
county of Dauphin and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment 
of a postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested 
in the President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr, Mason is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

enry Miller, to be postmaster at Mount Joy, in the county of 
Lancaster and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of John B. S. 
Zeller, whose commission expired April 8, 1896. Mr. Miller is 
now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued 
during the recess of the Senate. 

David A. Minnich, to be postmaster at York, in the county of 
York and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of Hiram Young, 
whose commission expired June 22, 1896. Mr. Minnich is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

arles E. Steel, to be postmaster at Minersville, in the county 
of Schuylkill and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of John Toole, 
removed. Mr. Steel is now serving as postmaster under a tempo- 
rary commission issued during the recess of the Senate. 

David Trump, to be postmaster at Montoursville. in the county 
of 3 and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a 

tmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

esident on and after October 1, 1596. Mr. Trump is now serv- 

ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. ` 

J. Albert Walton, to be postmaster at Philipsburg, in the county 
of Center and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of Henry C. War- 


fel, whose commission expired May 9, 1896. Mr. Walton is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

ohn M. White, to be postmaster at Evans City, in the county 
of Butler and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a post- 


master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1846. Mr. White is now serving as 
postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 
recess of the Senate. 

Arthur F. Young, to be postmaster at Union City, in the county 
of Erie and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of John C. 
McLean, whose commission expired July 2, 1896. Mr. Young is 
now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued 

uring the recess of the Senate. 

Walter D. Harris, to be postmaster at Olneyville, in the county 
of Providence and State of Rhode Island, in the place of James 
H. Walch, whose commission expired December 17, 1895. Mr. 
Harris is now serving as postmaster under a temporary commis- 
sion issued during the recess of the Senate. 

G. W. S. Jenkins, to be postmaster at Beaufort, in the county 
of Beaufort and State of South Carolina, in the place of William 
O. Prentiss, 8 7 

Miss Georgie L. B. Tobin, to be postmaster at Barnwell, in the 
county of Barnwell and State of South Carolina, the appointment 
of a postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested 
in the President on and after October 1, 1896. Miss Tobin is now 
serving as postmaster under a temporary commission issued dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate. 

Michael F. Bowler, to be at Groton, in the county of 
Brown and State of South Dakota, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Bowler is now serving as post- 
yrs 3 a temporary commission issued during the recess of 

e Sena : 

Barney O'Neil, to be postmaster at Howard, in the county of 
Miner and State of South Dakota, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. O'Neil is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

Mrs. Nora Boothe, to be at Del Rio, in the county of 
Valverde and State of Texas, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after July 1, 1896. Boothe is now serving as postmaster 
anaa a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 

ate. 

James A. Boyd, to be postmaster at Lancaster, in the county of 
Dallas and State of Texas, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after October 1,1896. Mr. Boyd is now serving as postmaster 
ander a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 


nate. 

John L. Brooks, to be postmaster at Georgetown, in the coun 
of Williamson and State of Texas, ia the place of Charles W. 
Brooks, deceased. Mr. Brooks is now serving as postmaster under 
a temporary commission issued during the recess of the Senate. 

David B. Howerton, to be postmaster at Hallettsville, in the 
county of Lavaca and State of Texas, in the place of David B. 
Howerton, whose commission expired July 22,1896. Mr. Hower- 
ton is now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission 
issued during the recess of the Senate. 

Felix C. Williams, to be postmaster at Hamilton, in the county 
of Hamilton and State of Texas, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, ig Fase become vested in the President 
on and after July 1, 1896. „Williams is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

Eli H. Porter, to be 5 at Wilmington, in the county of 
Windham and State of Vermont, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Porter is now serving as post- 
— under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 

e Senate. 

Elizabeth C. Adams, to be 5 at Radford, in the coun 
of Montgomery and State of Virginia, in the place of Richard H. 
Adams, deceased. Elizabeth C. Adams is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

John W. Carroll, to be postmaster at Cape Charles, in the county 
of Northampton and State of Virginia, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1806. Mr. Carroll is now serving 
as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the 
recess of the Senate. 

Mildred H. Davies, to be postmaster at Manassas, in the county 
of Prince William and State of Virginia, the appointment of a 

ostmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
Presi ident on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Davies is now serv- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

William Graham, to be postmaster at Orange, in the county of 
Orange and State of Virginia, the appointment of a postmaster 
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for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. Graham is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

Rufus K. Sanders, to be postmaster at Saltville, in the county 


of Smyth and State of Virginia, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Sanders is now serving as post- 
master under a temporary commission issued during the recess of 
the Senate. 

Theodore Tiedemann, jr., to be postmaster at Ballard, in the 
county of King and State of Washington, the appointment of a 

ostmaster for the said office 1 law, become vested in the 

ident on and after July 1, 1896. r. Tiedemann, is now sery- 

ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. > 

John C. McEldowney, to be postmaster at New Martinsville, in 
the county of Wetzel and State of West Virginia, the appointment 
of a postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested 
in the President on and after October 1, 1896. Mr. McEldowney 
is now serving as postmaster under a temporary commission 
issued during the recess of the Senate. 

Charles A. Prichard, to be feet cord at Mannington, in the 
county of Marion and State of West Virginia, in the place of Hugh 
B.McCracken,remoyed. Mr. Prichard is now serving as postmas- 
= anger a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 

nate, 

Joel D. Cruttenden, to be postmaster at Bayfield, in the coun 
of Bayfield and State of Wisconsin, in the place of Louis J. 
Bachand, removed. Mr. Cruttenden is now serving as postmaster 
ee a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 

nate. 

James Devereux, to be ee at Shell Lake, in the county 
of Washburn and State of Wisconsin, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Devereux is now serv- 
ing as postmaster under a temporary commission issued during 
the recess of the Senate. 

Henry G. Ellsworth, to be postmaster at Barron, in the county 
of Barron and State of Wisconsin, the appointment of a postmas- 
ter for the said office having, by law, become vested in the Presi- 
dent on and after July 1, 1896. Mr. Ellsworth is now serving as 
postmaster under a temporary commission issued during the re- 
cess of the Senate. 

David Thompson, to be postmaster at Black River Falls, in the 
county of Jackson and State of Wisconsin, in the place of John 
H. Levis, removed. Mr. Thompson is now serving as postmaster 
oad a temporary commission issued during the recess of the 

nate. 

James P. McDermott, to be postmaster at Rock Springs, in the 
county of Sweetwater and State of Wyoming, in the place of 
Charles Sorenson, deceased. Mr. McDermott is now serving as 
3 ter anget a temporary commission issued during the recess 
of the Senate. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 16, 1896. 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 
Chapman L. Anderson, of Mississippi, to be attorney of the 
United States for northern district of Mississippi. 
RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 
Benjamin K. Kimberly, of Colorado, to be receiver of public 
moneys at Denver, Colo. 
ASSAYER. 4 
Francis F. Claussen, of Louisiana, to be assayer of the mint of 
the United States at New Orleans, La. 
APPOINTMENT IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 
George H. Paul, of Wisconsin, to be a second assistant engineer 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 
APPOINTMENTS IN THE NAVY. 
Ensigns. 
Irvin V. Gillis, a citizen of New York. 
Ridley McLean, a citizen of Tennessee. 
Raymond Stone, a citizen of Alabama. 
David F. Sellers, a citizen of New Mexico. 
Charles Webster, a citizen of Massachusetts, 
John T. Tompkins, a citizen of Lonisiana. 
Provoost Babin, a citizen of New York. 
Simon P. Fullinwider, a citizen of Missouri. 
Lewis B. Jones, a citizen of New_York. 
Stephen V. Graham, a citizen of Michigan. 
Ernest L. Bennett, a citizen of Massachusetts. 
Fritz L. Sandoz, a citizen of Louisiana. 
John McC. Luby, a citizen of Texas, 


William P. Scott, a citizen of P 
Arthur G. Kavanagh, a citizen of Nebraska. 
Carlton F. Snow, a citizen of Maine. 
Charles S. Bookwalter, a citizen of Illinois. 
Roscoe C. Bulmer, a citizen of Nevada. 
Gilbert S. Galbraith, a citizen of Pennsylvania. 
Roscoe Spear, a citizen of Pennsylvania. 
Robert W. McNeely, a citizen of North Carolina, 
Walter 8. Turpin, a citizen of Maryland. 
George L. P. Stone, a citizen of Georgia. 
William S. Whitted, a citizen of North Carolina, 
Robert H. Osborn, a citizen of New York. 
Walter J. Manion, a citizen of Louisiana. 
George E. Gelm, a citizen of New York. 
Clarence England, a citizen of Arkansas. 

ASSISTANT ENGINEERS, 
, & citizen of Virginia. 
Boling K. McMorris, a citizen of Alabama, 
Alfred W. Hinds, a citizen of Alabama. 
Roscoe C. Moody, a citizen of Maine. 
Leland F. James, a citizen of South Carolina. 
Ralph H. Chappell, a citizen of Michigan. 
Joseph M. Reeves, a citizen of Illinois. 
1 T. Cooper, a citizen of Delaware. 

e T. Baker, a citizen of Ohio. 
Frank Lyon, a citizen of Kentucky. 
Hutch I. Cone, a citizen of Florida. 
Emory Winship, a citizen of Georgia. 
Edwin H. De Lany, a citizen of Tennessee. 


Ivania. 


John M. Hudgi 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, December 16, 1896. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. COUDEN. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 


BATTLE SHIP TEXAS. 


Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, it has been charged in the public 
prints, and particularly in the New York Journal, that the con- 
struction of the battle ship Texas was grossly mismanaged. I 
think this House and the country ought to know the truth about 
it; and I ask unanimous consent for the present consideration of 
the resolution which I send to the desk. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I suggest to the gentleman that the resolution 
had better go to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and let that com- 
mittee make a preliminary inquiry. 

Mr. BAILEY. This is a direction to the committee to make the 


inquiry. 
Mr. DIN GLEY. I think the resolution had better be referred 
in the first instance. The committee may want to make it broader. 
Mr. BAILEY. Will the gentleman permit the resolution to be 


read? 
Mr. DINGLEY. Ihave no objection to the reading. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Committee on Naval 
Affairs is hereby instructed to investigate the facts and circumstances con- 
nected with the construction of the battle ship 7exas, and report the same to 
this House as early as practicable. 

Resolved further, That for the purpose of this investigation the said Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs is hereby authorized to sit at such time and places 
as it . and is empowered to send for persons and papers, to 
administer oaths, to take testimony, and to appoint a subcommittee. which 
pe ea ea it appointed, shall have t 
mittee. 

Resolved further, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representa- 
tives is hereby directed to attend the sessions of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, or the subcommittee appointed to conduct this investigation, in 

rson, or by deputy, to serve such process as may be issued and to execute 
he orders of the committee. 

Resolved, That the sum of $500, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
hereby appropriated out of the contingent fund of the House to defray the 
expenses of this investigation. 


Mr. DINGLEY. I think the resolution had better be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and Jet them make a prelimi- 
nary examination of the matter. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the resolution will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

There was no objection. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment a joing 
resolution of the following title: 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to pay the officers and employees 
of the Senate and House of Representatives their respective sal- 
mee 9 5 the month of December, 1896, on the 18th day of said 
month. 


he same powers as the full com- 


1896. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled a bill (S. 2306) 


to amend Title LX, chapter 8, of the Revised Statutes, relative to 


copyrights; when the Speaker signed the same. 
OWNERS OF BRIG TALLY-HO. 


Mr. BARRETT. I ask unanimousconsent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 337) to refer the claim of the owners of 
the rig Toly o to the Court of Claims. 

The bill was réad, as follows: ' 

Be it enacted, etc., That the claim of the legal owners of the brig Taliy-Ho, 
her cargo and freight, and of esns effects on board her, alleged to have 
been sunk by a collision with the United States steam vessel of war Pinta on 
or about the 8d day of October, 1883, be referred to the Court of Claims, to 
hear and determine the same to judgment, notwithstanding the lapse of time, 
with right of appeal as in other cases. : 

Whereas the legal owners of said brig, cargo, ar ee and ee effects, or 
some of them, did, on the 29th day of July, 1884, file in said Court of Claims, 
in the case referred to said court by the Secretary of the Navy, and then 
numbered on the docket of said court Departmental Case No. 16, their peti- 
tion setting forth their losses by said collision; and whereas evidence 
been taken upon said petition, both by said petitioners and by the United 
States, and said evidence has been filed in said court, the claim above referr 
to said court may be heard and determined by said court upon said petition 
already filed therein; and the said evidence already taken and fies by either 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. HOPKINS. Ishonuld like to hear. the report of the commit- 
tee. ; 

The report (by Mr. Watson) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2578) en- 
titled “A bill to refer the claim of the owners of the brig Tally-Ho to the 
pos of Claims,“ have had the same under consideration, and report as fol- 
The grounds for such reference of the claim to the Court of Claims are so 
clearly stated in the annexed House report (119) of the first session of the 
Fifty-first Congress that the committee adopt it and recommend favorable 
action on the bill, in accordance with its su; tions. i 
As the general jurisdiction of the Court of Claims does not cover cases of 
marine torts, Congress has heretofore, in cn! Set similar to that of the 
Tally-Ho, given jurisdiction to said Court of ms. See the cases of the 
schooner Ada A. Andrews (18 Stat. L., p. 201), the schooner Flight (19Stat. L., 
D n he oe iad Don Pedro (20 Stat. L., p. 483), the towboat Future City 
: The bill — the merit of enabling the rights of the United States and the 
citizens affected to be finally determined by the Supreme Court, if said parties 
desire to appeal to said court from the judgment of the Court of Claims. 
ser apni agar iberoatey pronat ts Tatanen Conroe 
United States,” added to the end of the pill, = 

TheSPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? : : - 

Mr. HOPKINS. Reserving the right to object, I should like 
to know from the gentleman from Massachusetts how much 
money is involved in this claim? : - 

Mr. BARRETT. The amount is very small—only a few thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Well, how much? The trouble is that the 
merits of this case are not presented in the report at all. From 
the reading of the report members can not tell whether this is 
a case that should be considered by this House or one that should 
go to the courts. My observation has been that this House does 
not always agree with the conclusions of the Court of Clainis; 
yet the findings of that court are always urged by applicants as 
conclusive upon this House. Now, I think that before we pass a 
bill which will modify the laws that now bar this claim and will 
permit the party to go to the Court of Claims and get judgment, 
we aught to know something about the merits of the case. 

Mr. BARRETT. If the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HOPKINS] 
had taken the trouble to read the report which I laid before him 
he would have found that the facts are there fully set forth. The 
pren committee simply adopted the 2 ac of the Fifty-first 

mgress. The facts in brief are these: The Tally-Ho was pro- 

' ceeding on the high seas off the coast of Massachusetts when, 
without any negligence on the part of her officers or crew, she 
was run down by a United States vessel of war, the Pinta: The 
officers of that United States vessel were summoned before a naval 
court and found guilty of gross negligence. The Secretary of the 
Navy forwarded this claim to the Court of Claims, as a matter of 
course, under the Bowman Act. The Court of Claims decided, 
upon a technicality, after the evidence had all been prepared, that 
it could not consider this matter, as the claim arose out of a mari- 

time collision. oh è 

In seyen previous cases of exactly similar nature claims of this 
sort have been sent by Congress to the Court of Claims. In this 
case the precedentis being exactly followed. The testimony has all 
been prepared and submitted to the court. There is no extra 


expense involved on either side-in allowing this‘adjudication-to }- 


be continued. There is not, as the gentleman from Illinois sup- 
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poses, any new principle involved here, for Congress has already 
in seven cases cited in the report as read by the Clerk, allowed 
similar claims to be sent to the Court of Claims. This matter has 
been n upon by at least two committees of this 


House; the has passed the Senate, and now awaits the favor- 
able action of this body. ; 
Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Will the gentleman allow me 
a question? 
. BARRETT. Certainly. ; 


Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Does not this bill involve 
some fifteen or twenty thousand dollars? wars 2 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, the papers in the claim are in 
the hands of the Committee on Claims. I have not in mind the 
exact amount asked for. The gentleman who was directed by 
that committee to make the report left the city last night for his 
home in Indiana. As I introduced this bill, I have, after con- 
sultation with him, called it up to-day. : 

I will say, Mr. Speaker, that I do not think the amount involved 
is so large as is suggested by the gentleman from New York; but 
if it were fifteen or twenty thousand dollars, the fact is perfectly 
incontestable that in previous cases of this sort the question has 
been sent to the Court of Claims. The Secretary of the Navy 
by his own order made that disposition of this case when it first 
came before him. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 
Mr. BARRETT. Certainly. : 
Mr. McMILLIN. I could not hear a portion of the bill as dis- 

tinctly as I wished, and I do not understand whether this bill 
limits the Government to the evidence now on file in connection 
with this claim. j : 

Mr. BARRETT. It does not. 

Mr. MeMILLIN. I notice the bill provides that all the evidence 
heretofore taken may be used. What I was going to suggest 

Mr. BARRETT. The evidence was all presented before this 
technical point was encountered. The simple provision of the 
bill is that the evidence so taken may be ek * 

Mr. McMILLIN. An opinion was . sought by the De- 
partment, as I understand the gentleman. But the evidence on 
which to base a final judgment would probably be more strenuous. 

Mr. BARRETT. Any testimony tees upon the question 
can be introduced under this bill. vi 

Mr. HOPKINS. Let me ask the gentleman why, if this is such 
a clear case, it should go to the Court of Claims at all? Why not 
introduce it and have it properly discussed and disposed of here? 

With an indefinite amount, such as this bill covers, it seems to 
me that we ought to be very careful in granting unanimous con- 
sent for its consideration and passage. ; 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker— f 

Mr. BARRETT. Does the gentleman from Illinois wish a 
reply to his observation? : A 

r. HOPKINS. I should not have made the observation if I 
a aed wanted enlightenment from the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. 
Mr. BARRETT. Then the simple reason why this is referred 
to thé Court of Claims is because in every previous case of this 
sort Congress has sent the claim there. Also, because the court 
was established to deal with such questions and because the Sec- 
retary of the mead has already sent it there as a matter of course, 
and because all of the evidence is there on file; and the bill only 
proide that this little technicality which stands in the way shall 

set aside so as to enable the case to be disposed of judicially,’ 

Mr. DOCKERY. Willthegentlemanfrom Massachusetts allow 
me to call his attention to the fact that the language of the bill 
seems to require a judgment of the court to be rendered “on the 
evidence now on file?” It does not provide, with all due deference 
to him, for taking any new evidence, as I understand the lan- 
guage of the bill. ` 

I wish to call attention to the further fact that the bill author- 
izes a judgment to be rendered by the court. The issue does not 
go to the court, under the provisions of the Bowman Act, to find 
the facts in the case, but it authorizes the court to render a judg- 
ment which shall be final and conclusive. 

Mr. BARRETT. It does not technically go to the court under 
the provisions of the Bowman Act, because that court has already 
decided that it has no jurisdiction in maritime cases such as this. 
It is simply a technicality which Congress has already decided to 
settle by referring such cases to the Court of Claimsin seven cases, 
* to a line of precedents to which I have already referred. 

Mr. BRUMM. I understand that this bill has not been reported 
by the Committee on Claims. $ 

1 1 I understand that it has. I have the report 

at hand. Š 


Mr. BRUMM. Will the gentleman be kind enough to allow me 
to see the report? t 
Mr. BARRETT. Certainly. I hand the gentleman the report, 
resent Congress, from the Committee on i 
Y. Isuggest to the gentleman that the bill ought 
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to be amended so as to authorize the filing of additional evidence 
iif desired. 


Mr. BARRETT. There is no objection to that if the gentleman 
wishes to make theamendment. These le are willing to have 
all of the evidence that can be presented submitted in connection 
with the case. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I have not prepared an amendment, but it 
seems to me that we ought to have all the light possible upon the 
merits of the bill. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I will state to the gentleman from Missouri 
that practically there can be no new evidence filed in the case, as 
everything pertaining to it has been on file for a number of years 

st. The bill has simply been held up Congress after Congress 

y technical informalities, such as failure to secure concurrent 
action upon it in the same Congress, and soon. It is an entirely 
unobjectionable case, and I hope there will be no objection to its 


passage. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There being no objection, the bill was considered, and ordered 
to a third reading; and being read the third time, it was 

On motion of Mr. BARR. , a motion to reconsider 
vote was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment the 
bill (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1898, and for other purposes. 


W. H. WADE. 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. S. er, I desire to call up House bill No. 
9593. for the relief of William H. Wade, late ospe and actin 
regimental quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers, and as 
unanimous consent for its present consideration. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby i 

thorized and directed to credit the account of W. H. Wade, on the books of 


Department, as ca in and acting imental quartermaster of the 
Thirty-first Regiment of Ohio Volunteers, with the sum of $420.15, received b; 


e last 


him as such captain and 3 regimental quartermaster and dis 
by him to extra-duty men for extra rs of date the 13th day of K awe 
A. D. 1862, and transmit to said W. H. Wade a receipt in full of all demands 


against him on said account; and that he cause all pri gs in the circuit 
court of the United States for the western district of Missouri against said 
W. H. Wade to be dismissed and satisfaction entered on the records of said 
court of any judgment therein rendered against him as such captain and act- 
nr niger ee quartermaster on account of said receipt and disbursement 
nds, of principal, interest, and costs of suit. 
7 PPAR NR: Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bi 
` Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Let me ask the gentleman from 
Missouri if it is not possible that the judgment entered against 
this man might not involve a larger amount than the amount 
named here? It seems that the two matters involved in the bill 
are not necessarily connected. The first part authorizes a credit 
of $420 and the second part requires that all proceedings in the 
circuit court of the United States for the western district of Mis- 
ia en be dismissed and satisfaction entered on the records of 
e cou 
Mr. TRACEY. There can be no such conflict. The judgment 
referred to is for the amount of the principal, with interest up to 
the time that it was rendered. 


seems to me. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Now, Mr. Speaker, I move to 
strike out the latter part of the bill, beginning with the word 
“and,” in line 18, down to the close of the bill, as follows: 

And that he cause all proceedings in the circuit court of the United States 
for the western district of Missouri nst said W. H. Wade to be dismissed 
and satisfaction entered on the rec of said court of any judgment therein 
rendered against him as such captain and sung —.— ntal quartermaster 

un 


e 
on account of said receipt and disbursement of , of principal, interest, 
and costs of suit. 


Mr. TRACEY. What objection is there to allowing that to 
remain in? 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. For the reason that there is a 
credit of four hundred and some odd dollars to be given to him, 
and in the second place you provide for a cancellation of the judg- 
ment. Now non constat that the judgment is for the same amount. 
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Mr. TRACEY. The judgment is for that amount, as I have 
stated, with interest. 

I desire to say, Mr. Speaker, with reference to the proposed 
amendment, that if the cancellation of judgment follows as a legal 
result the giving of the credit for $420.15, I can see no objection to 
its remaining in the bill as it is. I can not perceive, therefore, the 
merits of the amendment, if that follows as a legal result. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. The amendment is desirable, 
Mr. Speke, because the judgment may be for some other cause 
of action. 

Mr. TRACEY. There is no other. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Well, we do not know any- 
thing about that. Of course I do not question the gentleman’s 
statement. 

Mr. TRACEY. There is absolutely no other. It is simply on 
the $420.15, with the interest computed at 6 per cent since the date 
of payment and the cost of suit. That is what the judgment is 
107 and hac is the reason why I ask the cancellation of the 
ju ent, 

. BARTLETT of New York. The gentleman consented to 
ay, amendment. If it is not accepted, I object. 
he SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Then I object, Mr. Speaker. 
The agreement was that the amendment should be accepted. 
= Mn TRACES: There was no agreement further than this, that 

8 — 

The SPEAKER. These matters must be conducted in entire 
good faith, without any mistakes, and, as perhaps there was a 
mistake, the Chair will regard the matter as open for objection, 
Is there objection to the present consideration of the bill? 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I object. 


W. E. JUDKINS, EXECUTOR OF LEWIS M’KENZIE. 


Mr. SWANSON. Mr. Speaker, Lask unanimous consent for the 

resent consideration of the bill (H. R. 4114) for the relief of 
. E. Judkins, executor of Lewis McKenzie. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, eto., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed Se perso W. E. Judkins, executor of Lewis McKenzie 
out of any money in the ry not otherwise appropriated, the sum oi 
32 it being the amount expended by him in the contested election cases 
= the ponte Dist and Forty-second Congresses from the Seventh district of 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, before consent is given, I should 
like to hear some e tion of this. It appears to be an old 
matter, going back a long time. 

Mr. S SON. I should like to state in this connection that 
Mr. McKenzie was the Republican candidate for Con . He 
contested the Democratic candidate and was seated. en he had 
another contest in which he didnotsucceed. After that Mr. McKen- 
zie died. His executor was Mr. Judkins, a preacher. I thinkevery 
Claims Committee of this House since that time has reported this 
bill favorably; but there has been nobody who had interest enough 
to prosecute if, and it has died the usual death on the Calendar. 
Now, all the vouchers are on file, showing this amount of money 
expended and never repaid. I am interested in this, not because 
the parties live in my district, but because Mr. Judkins, who mar- 
ried Mr. McKenzie’s daughter, is chaplain of the Randolph-Macon 
College, where I went to school, and is one of the ablest preachers 
in Virginia. I know that this amount of money was expended, 
as shown by the report of the committee and the vouchers on file, 
and it has never been repaid simply for the reason that there was 
nobody here who was sufficiently interested in the claim to secure 
its ge in Congress, and it died on the Calendar, The report 
of the committee, which is very short, will verify all these facts. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 


of the bill? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. S let the report be read. I should 
like to ask if this comes from either Elections Committee of the 
House or is it from the Committee on Claims? 

Mr. SWANSON. It comes from the Committee on Claims. At 
that time the Committee on Elections did not have cognizance, I 
think, of the amount which was to be certified. It is only since 
the statute was pont. limiting the nditure to $2,000 that the 
Committee on Elections has had jurisdiction; but I should like to 
state to the gentleman further that the Committee on Elections 
have decided that it is only cases before the committee in a par- 
ticular Congress that they can take cognizance of. Any claim 
arising in a case in which they did not act the committee refuse 
to take cognizance of. The vouchers showing the expenditures in 
this case are all on file with the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I think it would be better to let this go over 
until there can be some examination. This seems to be a claim 
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twenty-five years old, and we should like to know what the facts 
about it are. I think it should lie over until another day. 


Mr. SWANSON, The report is very short. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I Suppost that it be sent to Committee on 
Elections No. 1. We will give them jurisdiction to examine into 
the matter. I have no objection toits going to Elections Com- 
mittee No. 1. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the present considera- 
tion of the bill. 

Mr. SWANSON. I accept the s tion of the gentleman 
from Maine, that it be sent to Elections Committee No. 1, to make 
an examination and report. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to that disposition? 

There was no Objection. 

BRIG TALLY-HO. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BAR- 
RETT] desires to correct an error in the passa, age of a bill that was 
ted by him (S. 337) to refer the claim of the owners of the 

Pri Tally-Ho to the Court of Claims. 7 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr, Speaker, I find that the Committee on 
Claims recommended the adoption of an amendment adding to 
the bill S. 837 the words: 

With the right of either party to appeal to the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

I therefore ask unanimous consent that the amendment may be 
considered as incorporated in the bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is right. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BAR- 
RETT] asks unanimous consent that the amendment proposed b; 
the House committee be added to the Senate bill as an amend- 
ment. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Has the amendment been read? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. It provides for an appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has already been passed upon by the 
House, and by an error this amendment was omitted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

NANCY d. ALLABACH—VETO MESSAGE. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (S. 894) granting 

e to Nancy G. Allabach, with a veto message of the Presi- 
t 


19 text of veto message see Senate proceedings of Decem- 
r 15. 
Mr. bickLER. Mr. Speaker, [move to refer the bill and accom- 
panying veto message to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 


STRATTON H. BENSCOTER, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (H. R. 3771) for 
the relief of Stratton H. Benscoter, with Senate amendments. 

The amendments of the Senate were read. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House recede from 
its disagreement and concur in the Senate amendments. It is 
simply a different wa of expressing the same thing as the House 
did in i eae bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa moves to recede 
from the disagreement of the House to the Senate amendments 
and to concur in the Senate amendments. 

The motion was agreed to; and the amendments of the Senate 
were concurred in. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


There being no objection, the bill (H. R. 9274) to amend an act 
making appropriation for sundry civil expenses of the Government 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, and for other purposes, 
and to re a certain provision therein, reported back from the 
Committee on Appropriations, was referred to the Committee on 
Elections No. 2. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, for 
the purpose of considering the Army appropriation bill. 

The motion was a to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. Horkixs in the chair. 

Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Chairman, I desire to reserve all points of 
` order against the pending bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That must be done in the House. 

Mr. HULL. I will state to the gentleman that all points of 
order have been reserved. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R.9638) mak appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the fiscal year ending J hg 30.1505. sia 


Mr. HULL, Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that the 
first reading of the bill be dispensed with. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa asks unanimous 
consent that the first reading of the bill be dispensed with. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I desire to make a very brief state- 
ment, simply as to what the bill carries and the . that are 
made. If members will send for the report, No. 2323, which is 
very brief, they can have all the information that is necessary for 
the House ond which it is possible for the House to have on the 
bill. The bill makes an increase in the pay for the Army pro; 
and Ordnance Department, and reductions in amount asked for 
the subsistence of the Army. In each case where there is a reduc- 
tion made the evidence before the committee showed that there 
was a surplus carried over from former appropriations, The 
increase in the pay of the rank and file of the Army is made for 
the reason that the evidence before the committee shows that our 
last appropriation was not sufficient to pay the Army in full the 
amount provided by law. This bill as reported carries $23,126,- 
$44.30, and we appropriated last year $23,278,402.73, being a reduc- 
tion of $158,000 from the sum we appropriated last year. 

Mr. STEELE. I would like to ask the gentleman whether in 
the reduction in the cost of rations the estimate is based upon the 
cost of rations last year? My impression is that the estimate was 
made 

Mr. HULL. It was based not only upon the cost last year, but 
on the amount of appropriations necessary for different years. It 
was based upon the statement of the Quartermaster-General as to 
what was necessary to get during this year. 

Mr. STEELE. You mean the Commi -General? 

Mr. HULL. It was not the Commissary-General; we made no 
reduction in his department, but in the estimates of the Quarter- 
master-General. 

Mr. STEELE. Did the estimate of the Commissary-General 
take into account the increased cost of rations? 

Mr. HULL. There was nothing concerning that except what 
you will find in his re and the Book of Estimates. 

Mr. STEELE. Undoubtedly the cost of rations will be greatly 
more the next fiscal year than they have been in 5 years. 
I know the price of flour, of beef, and of pork has increased 


materially. 

Mr. HULL. We have left that just as it was submitted in the 
estimates. I want to call attention, Mr. Chairman, especially to 
the fact that there is no change in the general law except in two 
instances, and I do not care to take extended time now. When 
the provisions are reached I desire to discuss the two new provi- 
sions of the bill. One of them, I am certain, is subject to a point 
of order. The other is questionable in my mind; but that need 
not be decided until we reach it. The first change in the law is 
made at the request of the Paymaster-General of the Army, extend- 


ing his time for ys e vouchersten days. He now has twenty 
days, and he stated before the committee that it is im ible for 
his department to do the work in the time now prescribed by law, 


and he asked us to insert an amendment extending it to thirty 
8 We have incorporated that in the bill. 

. DINGLEY. hat is the necessity of that? The President 
or Secretary of the Treasury has the authority now to extend the 
time, and is it not better to leave the law as it is and let the exten- 
sion be a matter of administration? 

Mr. HULL. The e from Maine is better qualified to 

ass upon a matter of administration than I am, and it is easy to 
of the amendment, when we reach it, by a point of order, 
if it is thought desirable to do so. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I think it is not desirable to amend the law so 
as to extend the time for the audit of accounts beyond what is 
now provided. If in any specific instance it becomes nec to 
extend the time, the President or Secretary of the Treasury has 
ample authority to do it; but a sufficient reason for the extension 
ought to be given. There is a constant tendency to defer the set- 
tlement of accounts, and I think we ought to have the existing 
law as a spur to 55 

Mr. HULL. it not true that an officer who is allowed an 
extension of time must apply once a year for that extension? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Yes; the 3 to extend the time covers 
only the current year, and I think it ought to be thus, for the 
. that the twenty days now allowed is ordinarily sufficient 

ime. 

Mr. HULL. Well, if any officer has been compelled to apply 
repeatedly for such extensions, that might be a good reason for 
this proposed legislation. However, I do not desire to take up 
time in discussion of this amendment, because I do not regard it 
as of any special importance, 

Mr. STEELE. By the time the returns in some departments 
are in, has the paymaster, whoisrequired by law to examine them, 
any time to do so? 

Ir. HULL. He has twenty days. 

Mr. STEELE. But in fact he does not have the twenty days, 
because the twenty days are taken up in getting the returns in. 

Mr. DINGLEY. He has twenty days after they are received. 


216 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


DECEMBER 16, 


Mr. HULL. Well, Mr. Chairman, as I have said, that point is 
not an important one in the bill, so I trust that members will not 


take up much time in di it. 

I desire now to call special attention to a new provision con- 
tained in this bill, which I think is the one that my friend from 
Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE] has his eye upon. It is found on page 19, 
where the committee have incorporated a provision— 

That the Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., is hereby 
abandoned, and all improvements on Government reservations are sur- 
geet ose turned over to the Interior Department except quarters for 

That is the provision as it stands in the bill. When it is 
reached I shall offer an amendment in somewhat different lan- 
guage, but I desire now to submit the reasons for incorporating 
this provision in the bill. In the first place, the gentleman from 
Arkansas will Sih aad the fact that the committee, or the 
House, can practically abandon that hospital by refusing to appro- 
poa anything for its maintenance. Ido not it as of any 

nefit to the people of Hot Springs or the State of Arkansas to keep 
a hospital there that has no inmates, especially when, by a change 
of administration and by turning it over to the Interior Depart- 
ment, it can be leased to parties who will fill it with inmates, and 
thus cause so much more money to be expended in the State of 
Arkansas. The Secretary of War has made avery careful and 
complete examination of this whole question, and I want. to call 
attention to that part of his report, commencing at the bottom of 
page 10, where he says: 


The experience gained in carrying on the Army and Navy Hospital at Hot 
8 gs, Ark., does not appear to have sustained expectations in regard to its 
value to the officers and men of the Army and Navy, nor do those expecta- 


tions appear to be realizable. It would seem that the oniy way to keep the 
my 5 eee be to compel the sick of the Army and Navy to go Phere 
or en 


It appears, therefore, that in order to utilize this hospital we 
must not merely provide that the sick of the Army and Navy may 
go there, but we must pass a law to compel them to go. That 
would certainly be rather an extreme measure, to establish a hos- 

ital and maintain it, and then pass a law forcing men to go to it. 

he Secretary says further: 

(on gino buildings have a capacity for 80 patients, 16 officers and 64 
enlisted men, but the attendance is seldom more than half the capacity, and 
frequently not more than one-fourth. 

The Surgeon-General, in calling attention to this hospital, says 
that unless extraordinary measures are adopted it can not be made 
to fulfill the purposes for which it was created, and in his report 
he states that there have been as high a number as ten officers in 
the institution during the year and as low as one. 

To go alittle further with the report of the Secretary of War, 
he says that the hospital was erected in pursuance of an act of 
Congress approved June 30, 1882, and, including furnishings, cost 
$140,500. is reservation is under the control of the Interior 
Department, with the exception of a small part taken ion 

fb the act of Congress establishing the Army and Navy Hos- 
pital. If we abandon the hospital it reverts to the Interior Depart- 
ment, and it can be leased under that Department, and the Secre- 
tary of War says that it will thus become a source of profit to the 
Government instead of a continual loss. 

Just think of it! To care for twenty patients we have this Army 
and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, where there is one surgeon 
and one assistant surgeon, and in addition to that the law pro- 
vides for a surgeon of the Navy, but for some years the naval sur- 

geon has not gone there, because no men from the Navy have been 
in the hospital for treatment, and the Navy De ent does not 
now detail a surgeon to that hospital. In addition to the surgeon 
and assistant surgeon there are twelve members of the Hospital 
Corps and a large number of civilian employees, and all to take 
care of an average of about twenty men. ə Secretary of War 
in his report says that it would be better and cheaper for the Gov- 
ernment to maintain the officers and men who report to that hos- 
pital for treatment in a first-class hotel under the best medical 
attendance that could be procured in the United States than to 
continue to maintain the hospital. 

Mr. STEELE. It would appear by the language in line 6, page 
19, that it is the intention to abandon this property ‘except 
quarters for the officers.” If there is to be that exception, it is 
hardly an abandonment. 

Mr. H Those pous as api quarters 595 the officers” 
belong properly in another part of the ph. 

Mr PARKER. The words 5 atad of coming in 
after the words Interior Department,” should have been inserted 
before the word Provided,“ so as to make the clause read: 


For construction and repairs of hospitals at military already estab- 
lished and occupied, including the extra- duty pay of en men employed 
on the same, except quarters for the officers, etc. 

Mr. HULL. When we reach that portion of the bill, I shall 
move to transfer the clause “except quarters for the officers,” so 
as to come in before the word. Provided,” in line 2. - 


The committee has left out all appropriation for this hospital. 
' The Interior Department has a man on 


the reservation looking 


after the Government's pro so that at the iration of this 
fiscal year, if we make no er appropriation, the reservation 
will be practically abandoned, Ican therefore see no reason why 
there should be any pomi of order made with a view to striki 
out this provision. The Secretary of the Interior has SAN 0 

the entire reservation. It is not a military reservation, and the 
Interior Department now leases grounds-for hotels, cottages, and 
different purposes of that kind. It can lease this property for a 
hotel or hospital or whatever other purpose it may please. l 

Mr. Chairman, there are a few typographical errors in the bill, 
which was printed hastily. These errors will be corrected by 
amendments as we reach them. I have no desire to occupy fur- 
ther the time of the committee. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Before the chairman of the Committee on 
ey Affairs takes hia pais I 5 5 Bo to sto attention 
a provision on page 13 of this bill—the making a 
ropriations for “incidental expenses.” in that 3 A 
arge number of objects of nditure, or possible expenditure, 
are 88 together. I should like to know from the chairman 
of the committee 2 what basis the aggregate appropriation 
has been reached. it upon the basis that some portion of the 
appropriation will be expended on each one of these objects? One 
of those objects, as I observe, is expenses of the interment of offi- 
cers killed in action,” and there are numbers of other expendi- 
tures provided for here which in the present condition of the 
Army will not probably have to be met. From the nature of 
many of the objects embraced in . it would seem 
that large amounts which may be saved on some of these items 
1 under the lan of the bill be expended for other items. 
I should like to know whether in the 5 estimate by which 
this aggregate of $600,000 was reached the committee assumed 
1 would be some expenditure for each of the objects pro- 

vi or. 

Mr. HULL. In answer to that question I will simply say we 
have assumed that expenses may be incurred under each head. 
We have followed the language of the estimates of the War Depart- 
ment and the language of appropriation bills passed heretofore. 
We have had regard, also, to the evidence before the committee as 
to whether or not we could cut down this amount. The General 
stated that there had been expended during the present year over 
$555,000 of the $600,000 appropriated, and that there being two 
years more to run on the appropriation, gathering up the debts 
that were contracted during the year, it was now known that 
$600,000 — 7505 be required to meet the incidental expenses of the 

men 

to the amount to be expended for each individual item, the 
committee had no intention of going into details in that way, be- 
cause we hoped to get this appropriation bill through before the 
4th of March; and we very much doubt if we could even have 
been able to report the bill we undertaken to gointo the War 
Department and examine every particular item of expenditure to 
which every dollar appropriated in the bill is to be applied. 

As tothe item for the interment of men killed in battle and 
other such questions which my colleague has raised, I will state 
that the item to which he refers includes those who may die on 
duty as well as those killed in battle. But the probabilities are 
that a very small portion of the 8600, 000 will be used for that pur- 


ose. 
p Mr. HEPBURN. I notice also an item of this kind: 
Pit yd 8 = bias orca = 3 Manae posts and 3 in tho 
eld, ot esco; ymas' and o r bursi 
where military — can not be furnished. C 
There are a good many items of that kind. Now, there is no 
8 of a dollar Dee opens for any of those objects 

uring the coming year. I find here, however, an itém for office 
furniture and other items of that character. Now, with thislump 
sum appropriated in this way, covering this vast number of pos- 
sible objects, could not the Department e d the whole of the 
sum appropri for objects which probably Congress would not 
approve? I take it for ted that the gentleman himself would 
not approve an expenditure of „000 for office furniture, yet 
under the loose language in which this bill is drawn if there were 
no necessity for the expenditure of any of this $600,000 upon any 
other object the whole ih negra might be expended for office 
furniture—an expenditure which this House certainly would not 
wish to sanction. 

It seems to me that there should be some more ific method 
of directing the channels in which this money go. The 
appropriation ought not to be madein this loose way—a large sum 
bein bd oberg on account of the seeming necessity of provid- 
ing or objects designated, for which, in fact, no expenditure will 
required. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I did not hear the whole of the statement of 
the gentleman in charge of this bill. I wish ey to inquire 
whether the bill oe for any increase of salaries 

Mr. HULL. There is no increase of salary in the bill—nothing 
of that kind at all. TE =r r 


1896. 
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Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask that the bill be read by sections for 
amendment. 

Mr. LITTLE. Does the gentleman desire to close general debate 
at this time? 

Mr. HULL. I do if nobody desires to continue this debate. 

Mr. LITTLE. I should like to make an arrangement of this 
kind, if I can: I do not wish to take up unnecessarily the time of 
the committee; but I should like to have an understanding that 
when that part of the bill in which I feel a particular interest 
shall be reached, I may have a little more time for debate than 
would be allowed under the five-minute rule. 

Mr. HULL. There will be no objection to that. I recognize 
1o ete 8 of the gentleman’s request. 

r. LITTLE. Very good; then Í have no objection to closing 

general debate now. ¢ 

The Clerk (proceeding to read the bill by paragraphs) read the 
following: 

For pay of officers of the line, $2,000,800. 


Mr. HULL. By a clerical or t aphical error the word 
„thousand“ has been omitted in the clause justread. The amount 
of the e should be $2,800,000. I ask that the clause 
ne- re by inserting the word thousand“ after the word 
s un e Bis 

The CHAIRMAN. In the absence of objection, that amend- 
ment will be made. 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For pay of Hospital Co: 


800. 
For service pay of en men, including Hospital Corps, by reason of 
length of service, in addition to their monthly pay, and payable therewith, 


$475,000. 

For clerks and messengers at the Headquarters of the Army and at the sev- 
eral department headquarters; at the recruiting headquarters and rendez- 
vous; at the Military Academy at West Point; at the Artillery School at 
Fort Monroe, Va.; at the Infantry and Cavalry School at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kans., and at the Cavalry and Light Artillery School at Fort Eee, Kans., 
not exceeding 9% clerks, at $1,000 each; 25 clerks, at $1,100 each; 10 clerks, at 
$1,200 each, and 45 messengers, at $720 each; $161,900. 

And said clerks and messengers shall be employed and apportioned to the 
peroral headquarters, stations, and inspection districts by the Secretary of 

ar. . 


Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the gentle- 
man in charge of this bill a question, with his consent. I notice 
that there seems to be an increase all along the line in these sums 
for the pay of the Hospital Corps, etc., and for the service pay of 
enlisted men. Will the gentleman state the reason of the increase? 
Is this because of additional enlistments provided for by acts of 
Congress since the former appropriation bill went into effect? 

Mr. 8 Does the gentleman refer to the clerks and mes- 
sengers 

Mr. HULICK. I observe that all of the paragraphs that have 
just been read have been in 8 

Mr. HULL. The service pay is increased, I will state to the 
gentleman, by reason of length of service. This is simply the 
amount fixed by law. 

Mr. HULICK. Is it because of increased enlistments in the 
Army?’ 

Mr. HULL. There is a difference, the gentleman will under- 
stand, between the service pay and the regular pay. In the sery- 
ice pay there is an increase of compensation for every five years 
of service. 

Mr. HULICK. Is that the sole cause of the increase? 

Mr. HULL. That is the sole cause of the increase. 
F . The Clerk will proceed with the reading of 

e bill. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

Pay Department: For pay of officersin the Pay Department, as now author- 
ized and provided by law, 31,500: 

For additional pay to such officers for length of service, to be paid with 
their current monthly pay, $71,450; 

In all, $92,950: Provided, t the Paymaster-General shall have not to ex- 
ceed thirty days for the ination of ters’ accounts before trans- 


examina paymas 
mitting them to the Auditor for the War Department. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to raise a question of 
order on the proviso beginning on page 5 with the word“ Pro- 
vided,” in line 23, down to the end of the paragraph, being the fol- 
towing words: 

Provided, That the Paymaster-General shall have not to exceed thirty days 
for the examination of paymasters’ accounts before transmitting them to the 
Auditor for the War Department. 

The jo changes existing law. 

Mr. HULL. We concede that the point of order is well taken. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the objection, and the 
words will go out of the bill. 

The Clerk will proceed with the reading. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

RETIRED ENLISTED MEN. 

For pay of the enlisted men of the Army on the retired list, $400,000. 

Mr. PICKLER. I move to strike out the last word, for the pur- 

rose of asking the chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 


a question. What is the provision of law now in reference to the 
pay of retired enlisted men in the Army? 


Mr. HULL. The retired pay, if that is what the gentleman 
refers to, is three-fourths of the full pay. 
Mr. PICKLER. During life? 
Mr. HULL. During life. 
Mr. BLUE. After what period of service? 
Mr. HULL. After thirty years’ service. 
Mr. PICKLER. Do they not get anything before that? 
Mr. HULL. Notonthisaccount. They have their service pay, 
of course. 
Mr. PICKLER. I withdraw the amendment. 
aoc CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will proceed with the reading of 
e bill. : 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I would ask consent to go 
back to the precedin ragraph, in order to ask the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs a question in regard to the 
language embodied in the bill in lines 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22 on 


p 12. 
“The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to recurring to the para- 
graph referred to by the gentleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HEPBURN. The language to which I refer is as follows: 

That, after advertisement, all the supplies for the use of the various depart- 
ments and posts of the Army and of the branches of the army service shall 
hereafter be chased where the same can be hased the cheapest. qual - 
ity and cost of transportation and the interest of the Government considered, 

Does that mean within the limits of the United States? 

I remember a number of years ago there was a good deal of 
criticism of one of the quartermasters who made purchases of 
blankets abroad. That did not seem to meet the wishes and sen- 
timent of the American people, and I would like to know from the 
gentleman now whether it is the purpose of this bill to seek Euro- 
pean markets, for instance, in sey g purchases of this character? 

Mr. HULL. I wish to say to my colleague that the question of 
buying abroad was not considered by the committee. I presumed, 
at once, without giving the matter any further consideration, that 
the gl oh forthe Army would necessarily be purchased at home, 

Mr. PBURN. ‘They were not on one occasion. rg 

Mr.HULL. Irememberthat. This bill sought simply to limit 
the purchases to the point which was most in the interest of the 
Government. 

If my es wishes to offer an amendment limiting it abso- 
lutely to the United States I shall raise no point of order against 
it, and am perfectly willing to have it incorporated in the bill. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Then, Mr. Chairman, I would like to amend - 
the bill by inserting, after the word ‘‘ cheapest,” in line 20, on page 
12, the words: 

In the markets of the United States. 


The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, that amendment will 
be considered as agreed to. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The Clerk, proceeding with the reading of the bill, read as 
follows: 

Construction and re of hospitals: 

itals at military 1 „FCC 

uty pay of enlisted men employed on the same: Provided, That the Army and 
Navy 3 at Hot Springs, Ark., is hereby abandoned and all improve- 
ments on Government reservation are surrendered and turned over to the 
Interior Department, except quarters for the officers, $75,000. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I ask to correct the bill in a verbal 
way simply, by inserting, in line 2 on page 19, the words “except 
parers for officers, $75,000,” and to strike out those words in 
ine 6. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment suggested by the gentle- 
man from Iowa [Mr. HULL] will be adopted unless there be 
objection. i 

r. LITTLE. As I understand, it is a mere transposition of a 


ine. 

Mr. HULL. Yes; it does not affect the matter in which the 
gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE] is interested. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HULL. Now, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas [Mr. LITTLE] asked for additional time on the paragraph 
which has just been read, relating to a hospital at Hot Springs. 
I yield to him such time as he wants. 

Mr. LITTLE. I want first to make a 
this provision. 

Mr. HULL. I desire to be heard on that. 

The CHAIRMAN. Which provision? 


point of order against 
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Mr. LITTLE. Beginning after the word same,” in line 2, on 
mage 19, the words— 

Arm į is h 
VVVVVVVCVCVVCCCCVVVVCV lie ake DNS 
dered and turned over to the Interior Department. 

I make the point, Mr. Chairman, that that is not only new leg- 
islation, but is a change of existing law and not in the interest of 
economy. I find, Mr. Chairman, on page 273 of the Manual, the 
following ruling made by Mr. Kerr when Speaker: 
ppropriations for the Indian service, an amendment 

ment of Indian affairs from the ment of the 

e War Department, 9 no reduction of expenditures, 
was held to be germane as an amendment, but subject to the point of order, 
as being a change of law, and no retrenchment a) g as the result of the 
proposed c Speaker Kerr, Congressional Record, Forty-fourth Con- 
gress, first on, page 2822. 

Also the following ruling upon the same point: 

An amendment to the spc g Dhar de fy lene ps bill striking out the 
appropriation for the Coast and etic Survey and abolishing it asa bureau 
the Treasury Department, also provid: for the transfer of the Coast 
Survey to the Navy Department and of the Geodetic Survey to the Interior 
diane spoesr ina bo resals tras sen entlletins - Condrecionat Resort 
Fitty-third . session, page 3002. se aa 8 
Now we find by referring to this clause of the bill that the appro- 
riation made last year was $75,000, and the a priation made 
Pris year is $75,000; and I call the attention of the Chair to the 
fact that this hospital was established by solemn statute enacted 
in 1882, and this bill not only seeks to transfer the hospital from 
the War Department to the Interior Department, but seeks to 
abandon it as a military hospital, which we do not think can be 
done in an appropriation bill, nothing appearing in the bill indi- 
cating that it will reduce the expenses of the Government. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to ask the gentleman 
from Arkansas if the rule that was in force in the House at the 
time that S. r Kerr made the ruling to which he has just 
referred is the same as the rule under which we are p: ing 
in this Con ? 

a LITTLE. Lamsoinformed. I confess I do not know per- 

Sonallx. 

Mr. MILES. Will Sne gontieman allow me an interruption? 

Mr. LITTLE. Certainly. 

Mr. MILES. Do J understand that this is an attempt practi- 


cally to 2. a statute? 
Mr. LITTLE. Yes; it does repeal it. It abandons the military 


hospital at Hot Springs. 

“the CHAIRMAN Before thé gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
LITTLE] takes his seat, will he please send to the Chair the law 
which he claims is being changed by the bill under consideration? 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I want to say just a word on this 
when the gentleman from Arkansas . LITTLE] has concluded. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will give the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. HULL] opportunity to be heard before deciding the 

uestion. 
£ Mr. LITTLE; I have sent out for the statute. I have the 
amendment here proposed to the appropriation bill originally, 
which I send to the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HULL] is 
recognized. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I anouy want to call the attention 
of the Chair to the fact that this is a different question to what we 
3 find in a proposition to change the law on an appro- 
priation bill. This is not really a change of law as an abandon- 
ment of a hospital. In the first place, this reservation was all 
under the control of the Interior Department, and, as I understand, 
this part of it was simply taken away from the Interior Depart- 
ment for the purpose of a hospital for the Army and Navy, and 
for that only. 

Mr. STEELE. Temporarily. 

Mr. HULL. Temporarily, or as long as it is so used. I under- 
stand further, Mr. Chairman, that the Interior Department keeps 
a man there all the time to look after the entire reservation, col- 
lect the rent from the part that is leased, and see that the interests 
of the Government are properly provided for. I do not regard 
the point as to reduction of expenditures as of any force under 
our rule, but I want to call the attention of my friend from 
Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE] to this fact, that on page 20 of the bill, 
where we come to the Medical Department proper, there is a reduc- 
tion in the amount expended, and the reduction is made because 
the committee omitted the words that heretofore carried an appro- 
priation for this hospital at Hot Springs, Ark. Heretofore the 
Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., had been specific- 
ally mentioned as entitled to part of the appropriation. 

think, Mr. Chairman, if we simply struck out the appropria- 
tion entirely that the property reverts to the Interior Department. 
But in order to make it clear, this provision was inserted in the 
law. Ido not regard it as a change that comes within the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to ask the gentleman 
from Arkansas where the law is that provides that this shall be 
under and maintained by the War Department, because the law 
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sent up to the Chair provides how these buildi 


( shall be erected 
and says nothing about which Department of the Government 
shall maintain the hospital at this place 


Mr. HULL. The proviso is simply intended to make it clear, 
so that in case the Interior De ent can lease these buildings 
it can do so at once, instead of having questions that might be 
raised without the proviso by which the War Department sur- 
renders control of them. Iam satisfied that the gentleman from 
Arkansas, if he is desirous of serving his people and the Govern- 
ment to the best advantage, would glad to have this fixed in 
some way so that these buildi can be utilized, and in place of 
being worthless to the Army and Navy, and a greatexpense to the 
Government, becoming profitable to the Government and filled 
with parena from other points of the United States. That can 
only be done by 8 method by which the Government 
can lease the present buildings. 

Mr. LITTLE. I shall address myself to that later on. 

Mr. HULL, On the question of the point of order, I do not 
believe it to lie in this case, for the reason that the whole reserva- 
tion has been under the control of the Interior Department. So 
much of it was taken ont of that control simply while this Army 
and Navy Hospital was maintained; and the very minute that the 
War Department ceases to maintain the Army and Navy Hospital 
there it virtually reverts to the Interior Department. 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Chairman, the rule is plain—and the con- 
struction of the rule has been uniform—that no bureau and no 
institution, on a general 5 bill can be transferred 
from one Department to another. My friend from Arkansas [Mr. 
LITTLE] read to the Chair some decisions of a former occupant of 
the chair, but he omitted to read, at the bottom of page of the 
Manual of the first session of the Fifty-fourth Congress, a citation 
which expressly declares: 

Provisions in or amendments to appropria erring 
vision and management of * from as ———— to peste k 
change of law. 

However desirable it may be to abandon this military hospital, 
the very purpose of that rule is to force its abandonment as an 
independent 07 25 

The CHAIRMAN. Before the gentleman from Texas leaves 
that point of a previous ruling of a Speaker of the House that 
one bureau can not be transferred from one Department to another, 
does not that relate to the bureaus that are fixed by law in a par- 
ticular Department? 

Mr. BAILEY. Undoubtedly, if this hospital was not estab- 
lished by law and is not maintained by law it needs no provision 
in the bill toabandon it. To say nothing about it would abandon 
it. The law originally provided for its establishment and its 
maintenance. Now, if that law is not a continuing act, all the 
Committee on Military Affairs needs to do is simply to make no 
appropriation for it, and thus abandon it. The very fact that the 
committee havefelt it necessary to inco te an express provision 
for its abandonment is a concession or the part of the committee 
that it has been established and is maintained by existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Iowa desire to 
oy Pag i J further upon this point. 

. HULL. I do not desire to say anything more. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opinion that it does vio- 
late the rule that provides that in an appropriation bill no change 
shall be made; and if the gentleman has anything further to say 
the Chair would be very glad to hear him. 

Mr. HULL. I will simply say it explains existing law instead ` 
of changing the law, and that the Interior Department having 
control of the reservation, any abandonment of what we have 
heretofore been doing for the Army and Navy Hospital is an aban- 
donment by the War Department. If Congress refuses to appro- 
priate for the hospital the control would naturally go back to the 

nterior Department; and the amendment in the proviso simply 
makes clear what, to my mind, is already the law. 

The CHAIRMAN. e law provides an appropriation of $100,- 
000 to be appropriated for the erection of an army and navy hos- 
pa at this place, and that it shall be erected by and under the 

irection of the Secretary of War, in accordance with plans and 
ea a to be prepared and submitted to the Secre of 

ar by the Sargeons-General of the Army and Navy, etc. e 
Chair is of the opinion that it can not be transferred from the War 
8 to the Interior Department in an appropriation bill, 
and will sustain the point of order made by the gentleman from 
Arkansas. 

Mr. HULL. I want to offer another proviso, which will come 
in on page 18, in theappropriation for the Construction and repair 
of hospitals.“ Congress never appropriates as much as the Depart- 
ment feels that it should have for construction and repairs, and 
while we left out the Hot Springs eos apes we left the amount 
untouched. In all the appropriation bi d since I have been 


in Congress, and, in fact, since the hospital was established at Hot 
Springs, there has been a ific clause providi tha the appro- 
priation should include the Army and Navy Hospital at Hot 


1896. 


Springs. In this bill we have left that out, but we have not re- 
duced the amount of the appropriation. As this is the first part 
of the bill where an appropriation is made for hospitals, I offer an 
amendment to this paragraph, to come in af ter the words seventy- 
five thousand dollars,” as follows: 

Provided, That on or before June 30, 1897, the Army and Navy Hospital at 
Hot Springs, Ark., shall be closed. 

I do not desire to take up any time upon this point, but will ask 
the Chair to decide whether the amendment is In order or not. 

Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Chairman, I ask to have that amendment 
read 


The amendment was read, as follows: 


19, line 6, after the word “ dollars“ insert the following: ` 
ided, That on or before June 30,1897, the Army and Navy Hospital at 


“ vi 
Hot Springs, Ark., shall be p- 

Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Chairman, I make the same point against 
that that I made against the other amendment. It simply seeks 
to attain the same result in an indirect way. This hospital is a 

ent institution; and in answer to one suggestion that has 
been made by the gentleman from Iowa, I wish to say that this 
proparty is segregated from the other property at Hot Springs, 
and is not in 5 under the direction or supervision of the 
Secre of the Interior. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Iowa desire to be 
heard on the point of order? 

Mr. HULL. I do not. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last 
word. I make that motion for the purpose of asking the gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE], who seems to be familiar with 
this subject, what amount the Government has expended since 
1882 upon these improvements at Hot Springs, Ark. I remem- 
ber that at that time and later the argument was made by gentle- 
men from Arkansas, in support of appropriations to 3 the 
Hot 9 Reservation, that they were essential, or at least that 
they would be exceedingly valuable, to the Army in connection 
with the reservation as a hospital site. I think that large sums 
have been expended upon that reservation, and now I understand 
it is the wish of the War Department to abandon that hospital. 
he the gentleman kindly state what amount has been expended 

ere? 

Mr. LITTLE. I will state, for the information of my friend, 
that originally, under the leadership of Gen. John A. 
$100 000 was appropriated for the erection of this hospital, and 
afterwards, I believe, $70,000, making altogether $170,000. 
r Mr. HULL. Let me correct the gentleman. The total was 

140,500. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Does that include all the expenditures made 
in the improvement of the property known as the Hot Springs 
Reservation? 

Mr. LITTLE. There has been usually in the appropriation bill 
an item of six or eight hundred dollars for the necessary improve- 
ment of the hospital, for repairs, and for keeping up the public 
grounds. It should be remembered that there are several acres 
of land included in that part of the military reservation set apart 
for the hospital, and that appropriations have been made for keep- 
ing up and beautifying those grounds. 

HEPBURN. Iam under the impression that the gentle- 
man is mistaken as to the total amount. I think that very large 
amounts of money have been expended in the improvement of the 
property, outside of the cost of the erection of this hospital. 

r. PAYNE. If the gentleman from Iowa will permit a sug- 
gestion, I think the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE] is 
simply stating the amount expended apon the Government hos- 
pital, which is a very small fraction of the total amount expended 
upon the reservation. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Yes; but the expenditures upon the reserva- 
tion have been justified to members of the House, from time to 
time, upon the ground that they were necessary or incidental to 
the hospital. The hospital has the basis and the excuse for 
these other expenditures, so that the outlay on both may properly 
be included together. That is the reason why I asked the gentle- 
man the aggregate amount of the appropriations made, so that 
we could find out what this hospital in its entirety has cost. 

Mr. LITTLE. I think that the hospital proper, as I have 
already stated, has cost $140,500. The entire reservation covers 
qosa large area. There is the general reservation per and 

e East Mountain Reservation. e military hospital embraces 
only a small portion of that, but the entire East Mountain Reser- 
vation is owned by the Government, and also the West Mountain 
and the North Mountain reservations. The improvements outside 
of the hospital have been extensive in some respects, especially as 
tothe East Mountain Reservation, where the Government has gone 
on and beautified the grounds and built a boulevard to the top of 
the mountain, that being the mountain out of which flow the hot 
waters and the one at the base of which this hospital is erected. 
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But the hospital has cost only the amount I have stated, 
except that there have been other amounts a riated to beau- 
tify the * which are segregated from the reservation by a 


stone w: 

Mr. HEPBURN. What was the cost of extending the waters 
under a street there at one time? 

Mr. L Oh, that had no connection whatever with the 
hospital. At one time there was appropriated seventy-five or 
eighty thousand dollars, as I remember, for the bridging of Hot 
Springs Creek. The Government owning all the property on one 
side of the creek, an appropriation was made to bridge or arch 
the creek down the main avenue, the Government paying half 
the expense and the city, I think, paying the other half. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Now, will the gentleman tell us what is the 
aggregate of the appropriations made and expended upon that 
reservation, or upon all those reservations? 

Mr. LITTLE. The two that I have indicated are all that I 
remember. But I will say to the gentleman that there is a large 
revenue to the Government every year from this reservation, 
ranging, I believe, from $40,000 to $75,000 annually. The moneys 
thus received are expended, under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior, upon the necessary improvements. And it ought 
not to be forgotten that the Government owns a large number of 
salable lots, which are now valued at from $75,000 to $100,000, in 
addition to the remainder of these extensive reservations. But 
the rents from the bath houses and the leases furnish the money 
for — — necessary improvements, and really costs the Government 
nothing. 

Mr. HEPBURN. What did I understand the gentleman to 
state as the amount of annual revenue? 

Mr. LITTLE. From $40,000 to 875,000, I think. I from 
memory. It pays the expenses of the superintendent of the reser- 
vation and other officers and makes the necessary improvements, 
all from the rentals paid the Government. 

Mr. HULL. If the Government is receiving a revenue of from 
$40,000 to $75,000 a year from the balance of this reservation, why 
should the gentleman from Arkansas insist on wasting that 
amount upon a useless hospi 

Mr. LITTLE. I think the assumption of my friend from Iowa 
is erroneous. The expenses of maintaining this establishment, 
outside of the payment of Government employees, is but a small 
amount—$3,000 or $4,000 for an entire year. The assumption of 
the gentleman that the hospital does no good to the Army is an 
error, as I think Iam able to show. Not one dollar of this money 


Then the gentleman had better show it to the 
t and the Surgeon-General's Office. ’ 

LITTLE. Not knowing that this bill was under way in 
the committee and having no idea of its being reported so early, 
1 did not have my attention drawn to this provision until a few 
ae ago—after the bill was reported. 

e report of the Secretary of War had not been distributed at 
that time; at least I had failed to get a copy and knew nothing at 
all about this recommendation, and when I learned of it I was 
greatly astonished that the Secretary of War should desire to 
strike down this worthy institution. In all sincerity, I desire to 
is hospital I believe the House is now in 
danger of making a very great mistake. I believe that this insti- 
tution, if it were cared for properly in the appropriation bills, 
would not only be of the greatest benefit to the Army, but its 
operations and benefits could be extended; a division could be set 
a for the treatment of disabled or ailing veterans in the Sol- 
diers’ Homes of this country. 

While I am on the floor, as the question of appropriation will 
come up later, without regard to the ruling of the Chairman upon 
the point of order—I am roang DY unanimous consent, I be- 
lieve, at any rate—I wish to say that there is a reason why no 
greater number of sick soldiers are sent to this hospital. The 
smallness of such attendance is not on account of any lack of 
advantages there, for the advantages of the institution for treat- 
ment of particular classes of diseases are not excelled in the civ- 
ilized world. Nobody, I presume, who is acquainted with the 
curative powers of the waters at Hot Springs will deny that the 
use of those waters affords the surest treatment for rheumatism, 
eee and various other diseases not necessary to be men- 

oned. 

I wish now to call the attention of the chairman of the com- 
mittee to the statement of the Surgeon-General’s report, on which 
the recommendation of the Secretary of War seems to have been 
based. It appears that there are in this hospital 16 beds for offi- 


say that in regard to 


cers and 64 for enlisted men. That is the og sage of the building. 


I: is stated in this report that during the year there were a 
total of 84 soldiers treated there—officers and privates. Then the 
report proceeds: 

Ot these cases 50 were returned to duty, 15 were for disability. 


3 resumed their status on furlough, and 17 remained under treatment at the 
close of the year. Inquiries in regard to the 50 men returned to duty 
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count o their 
return to duty; 3 were undergoing treatment on account of relapse, and 2 
had deserted. Of the 68 comp eted cases, 43 were cases of rheumatism, and of 


five days and 7 were for 


ninety-five and six-tenths days. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if we compare the ayerage number of 
sufferers from rheumatism and neuralgia treated at this hospital 
with the small amount required to carry on this laudable enter- 

rise—some three or four thousand dollars of actual expenditure 
by appropriation outside of the pay of officers, stewards, etc.—it 
ital must be 
there reaches 


strikes me the propriety of continuing this h 
apparent, because the mode of treatment pursu 
cases which are not curable in the ordinary way. 

I wish to call special attention to the language which I shall 
read from the report of the Surgeon-General, from which it will 
be seen that he does not recommend the abandonment of this hos- 
pital. On the contrary, he points out, as I construe his language, 
the reason why the attendance has been so small as it has been: 

pecial vi hospi’ 
22. b 
December 8, 1892, do not seem to be appreciated properly by medical officers 
of the Army. 

I take it for granted, although I am not familiar with details of 
that kind, that the sick persons of the Army are by direction of 
the local surgeons of the Army directed as to where they shall go 
for treatment. From the statement of the Surgeon-General it 
appears that the officers of the Army have not appreciated ap to 
this time the conditions existing at this hospital and the wonder- 
ful curative powers of these waters. He says further: ; 

It is emi with all the latest and best appliances for the treatment of 
tients by hydrotherapy, electricity, massage. and the Swedish movements, 
o sanitarium or private establishm prings 
advantages. It is believed that if cases suitable for treatment at the Springs 
were sent earlier in the progress of the many serious complications 
might be preyented and a larger percentage of recoveries be effected. 

It appears that under the regulations of the Department only 
the more desperate cases have been sent to this hospital for treat- 
ment. ‘ 

Now, in view of the splendid appliances at this institution, the 
magnificent building which has been erected at the expense of the 
Government under the 3 of a man whose friendship to 
the soldiers can not be questioned Gen. John A. Logan—it does 
seem to me that this institution ought not to be stricken down on 
a mere ex parte recommendation of the Secretary of War. Noth- 
ing is offered in lieu of the accommodations of which it is pro- 
posed to deprive the officers and men of our Army. The doors of 
this hospital should not be closed, but left open to meet the needs 
of these men. 

If the attendance is not sufficient to fill up all the beds provided 
in the hospital, why can not ponen be made that the old sol- 
diers in the Soldiers’ Homes of the country who are suffering with 
neuralgia and rheumatic diseases or other diseases that may be 
healed by these waters, contracted in the service, may be sent to 
this institution for treatment? I believe sincerely that when the 

wers of these waters and the facilities of this hospital become 

own to the public it will be regarded as little less than a crime 
to strike down the institution in this way. I hope it will not be 


done. 

My friend suggests that if I am a friend of the public or of my 
own people I will not object to this. I claim to be a friend of 
both. As such I believe that this hospital ought to be nurtured. 
I believe the future will show that the establishment of this hos- 

ital was among the wisest acts of 8 As Gen. John A. 
gan himself said, in presenting the bill for the establishment of 
this hospital, The city of Hot Springs virtually belongs to the 
Government; these waters belong to the Government.” This 
building with its appliances has been erected at public expense 
and for a noble purpose. And to strike down this institution by 
action taken thus early in the session, at a time when neither I 
nor the friends of that city, or of this hospital, I might say—I will 
not say it, because it might be offensive—when the friends of this 
institution are called upon to meet this question without warning 
and without opportunity to make a fair showing to the House— 
would, it seems to me, be entirely wrong and without justification. 

I have said this much at this time for the reason that later on I 
shall ask that the usual appropriation be made for the maintenance 
of this hospital. 

And, Mr. Chairman, I wish to urge on the thinking members of 
this House, those who are acquainted with the Hot Springs and 
the curative powers of its waters, not to confuse this institution, 
which is egated from the Government property there, with 
the other interests that the Government holds, This institution 
is fed by pipes which furnish the curative waters fresh from the 
springs for use in the hospital. And in view of the fact of the 
hundreds of old soldiers in Homes scattered throughout the coun- 
try, with the number ailing with fearful diseases, neuralgic and 


rheumatic, whose conditions can be cured or at least tly amel- 
iorated by that institution, I think before we lay violent hands on 
it and abandon it we ought to look and see if we can not enlarge 
its sphere of usefulness and make it more valuable than it is now 
to these people. And I think, Mr. Chairman, when this matter is 
ae resented before the chairman of the Committee on 
ilitary Affairs, he will agree with me. 

Ido not like to disagree or differ with the committees of this 
House, and I never do so when it is 8 to avoid it. But on 
this occasion I feel constrained to object to the proposed cutting 
off of the appropriation for this institution. I think it contrary to 
the best interests of the Government, and of its property there. 
I believe that the Government will lose money by striking down 
the institution—looking at it from a business standpoint—because 
the Government owns now thousands of dollars’ worth of property 
which would be affected by the action proposed, and no great ex- 
pense is required to keep the institution up. Let us take proper 
25 after mature deliberation, to bring this balm to every suf- 
fering soldier. Let this boon of relief be enjoyed by all the old 
suffering veterans throughout the nation, that their last days 
may be without that suffering that their exposure has placed upon 

em. ’ 
= eae ne 3 and ee a Committee on Mili- 

airs for being so kind as to permit me to progress irregu- 

larly in re eet to iid steer p : 
. PAYNE. Mr. Chairman, I e e that the hospital at 
Hot Springs, to which reference is made in this bill, was built 
not wholly on account of the necessity for such an institution at 
that point, but because of the enterprise of the citizens at Hot 
Springs, and I want to say, after somewhat of acquaintance with 
the people there, acqui by an investigation that I happened to 
make a few Sexi ago as a member of this body, that in the way 
of getting the benefit of appropriations they are the most enter- 
rising people that I have yet met in the United States. a 

It was found a few 2 ago in a controversy in the courts 
between certain individuals claiming these lands and the United 
States—it was found by the Supreme Court of the United States 
that the Government, unfortunately for the Government, owned 
this Hot Springs Reservation. There were then some buildings 
on it,a hotel and some bath houses, and the Government appointed 
a commission to ascertain the value of the buildings and made an 
appropriation and issued certificates to the owners to for the 
buildings which they had already erected on one side of the ally. 
On the other side of this line or gully the Government sold the 
land to the actual settlers at what was really a nominal figure. 
The Government rented some of the privileges for bath houses 
and rented the hotel at $1,000 a year. The testimony before our 
committee during the time of the lease showed that it was worth 
$25,000 a year. may say that after a year or two, or within a 
year or two afterwards, it was rented for a period of ten years at 
$3,000 a year, because the men who were upon the property had 
expended some money of their own in enlarging the hotel. But 
they were not satisfied with this. The enterprising gentlemen 
down there inaugurated a scheme to make a magnificent street of 
this gully to which I have referred, at Hot Springs, and they 
involved the Government in an expenditure of money amounting 
to hundreds of thousands of dollars to build a continuous arch- 
way over this gully, and then by grading up they succeeded in 
securing a magnificent street. In that grading, by some arrange- 
ment with the contractors, they managed to get a good deal of 
the material off of the land on the side of the hill opposite to the 
Government reservation, improving the property there, so that 
they were able to put a fine block of stores along the street on that 
side. That property became and was at the time that I was there, 
during the period of this investigation, of immense value. 

Of course to an ordinary citizen of the United States it would 
have been supposed that the abutting owners of the property 
would pay equally, share and share alike, for this grand improve- 
ment. But not so with the enterprising ple of Hot Springs. 
They impressed upon Con, the idea that it was Government 
. and that the Government should do the entire work; 
and as a consequence the property owners along the opposite side 
of the street found themselves in possession of a magnificent road- 
way instead of a gully and creek, which existed there before, 
without any cost to themselves. Their property necessarily was 
largely enhanced in value. 

At the time I was there they had just commenced the founda- 
tion of the hospital, and we had some eminent physicians before 
us. These gentlemen demonstrated that it was unsafe to leave 
matters in the condition in which we found them, because the 
lower opening of the archway was just opposite, or a little below, 
the Government hospital, and the enterprising people there having 
deposited all of their sewage into the creek through this arch- 
way (the contractor haying left convenient openings along the 
line for that purpose), as a co uence the p we Geos gp thought 
that in hot.weather malaria was likely to prevail, and, of course, 


instead of it being a healthy place for a hospital it would not help 
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anything but rheumatism, unless malaria was a cure for other 
diseases that. pore might have at that point. - 

These gentlemen very kindly suggested to Congress to extend 
these improvements not only below the hospital, but some 6 or 7 
miles below, where the creek enters into the Ouachita River. I 
remember that I was out of Congress oneterm. I had succeeded, 
up to the time I left, in heading off any appropriations to extend 
this archway; but when I came back I found that they were mak- 
ing a small appropriation to complete the archway across the 
street below the Government reservation, in order to protect the 
health of the people who should be in the hospital. I think that 
the whole appropriation for that purpose was some $20,000. 

Now, we were continually told, as my friend [Mr. LITTLE] has 
been told by the citizens of Hot Springs, that the revenues of the 
Government were so enormous from this property and from the 
sale of some land farther away that the Government was getting 
and would get a good deal more than the improvements cost; but 
when we came to balance up the books we found that the Govern- 
ment was paying several dollars to one that it was receiving; so 
that undoubtedly it was a most unfortunate thing for the Govern- 
ment, in a pecuniary point of view. when the Supreme Court dis- 
covered that the Government owned the reservation at Hot Springs. 

I suggested that it ought to be sold to the highest bidder, but 
immediately there was a great protest. They wanted to keep one 
spring there where the poor people—the lazzaroni—could go and 
have the benefit of these baths. There was a mud hole on the side 
of the hill. They called it the Rial Hole; and I understand the 
mud was from the sediment that came from the water, and had 
great healing qualities. There the lazzaroni were . to go 
at certain hours in the day and take their baths. The other ba 
were in magnificent bath houses, built at large expense, the Gov- 
ernment are ihe privilege on thereservation, and also furnish- 
ing hot water. Now, from time to time various appropriations 
have been made to seal over the tops of the springs and to collect 
the water in that way, while it had the natural heat in it as it 
came from the springs, for the purposes of these bath houses; not 
that the gentlemen who owned them would take the property at 
that time and make the improvements themselves for the purpose 
of running them, but the Government was a very convenient pay- 
master to do all this-sort of thing; and I have no doubt that 
this hospital was located there because of the importunities and 
the persuasiveness and enterprise of the citizens of Hot Springs. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, the Government gave them a poro of 
the reservation upon which to build a court-house, I think, or a 
schoolhouse, and the enterprising city of Hot Springs, after they 
got title to it, sold itand pocketed the money. hether they ever 

milt a court-house in another place or not I do not know, but that 
is the way this thing has been running, and I have no doubt that 
the Secretary of War has been impelled by his judgment and busi- 
ness ability, notwithstanding the recommendations that have un- 
doubtedly been made to him by these enterprising gentlemen, to 
state in this report that this hospital is entirely unnecessary, and 
an expensive institution for the Government to maintain. Just 
what the annual income is aay I am not able to say, but mem- 
bers of the House can find it in the report of the Secretary of the 
Interior, this whole property being under the charge of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, except the Government hospital. 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. arman: I have already pointed out to 
this committee one thing, and that is that this hospital is not estab- 
lished by any law except just such an amendment, tacked on to 
an appropriation bill, as is now declared to be and is out of order. 

The © MAN. To what is the gentleman ing 

Mr. PARKER. Iam speaking, sir, to the same question that 
has 5 before the House- the advisability of continuing this 

ospital. 
e CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. PARKER. I move to insert the words: 


Provided, That no part of the appropriation mentioned in this bill shall be 
applied to the support of the hospital at Hot Springs, Ark. 


In the law of 1882 we find the following: 

For construction and repair of hospitals, as reported by the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral of the Army, $75,000: Provided, That $100, 000 be, and erst; is, appropri- 
ated for the erection of an army and navy hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., 
which shall be erected by and under the direction of the Secretary of War, 
in accordance with plans and specifications to be prepared and submitted to 
the Secretary of War by the Surgeons-Gene 
which hospital, when in a condition to receive patients, shall subject 
such rules, re; tions, and restrictions as be provided by the Presi- 
dent of the United States: Provided further, That such hospital shall be 
erected on the Government reservation at or near Hot Springs, Ark. 


Now, it is nothing but a rider anyhow, and what we propose is 
that now that we have the Arm re rah bill here, and are 
r horse ahead, we will get rid of that rider. 

Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Chairman, do I understand that there is an 
amendment 1 I could not understand what it was. 

The CH. MAN. Will the gentleman send his amendment to 
the Clerk’s desk? : 

Mr. PARKER. Yes, sir; I have it in writing. 


of the Army and Navy 


Mr. HULL. Ihave one I can send up if the gentleman desires, 
I wanted to offer it at the following page. i 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Page 19, line 6, after the word dollars,“ insert the following: Provided, 
That no part of the appropriation mentioned in this bill shall applied to 
the support of the hospital at Hot Springs, Ark.” 


Mr. HULL. Putin the words ‘‘ Army and Navy Hospital” at 
Hot poringa 7 
Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Chairman, I desire to interpose the same 


point of order inst this amendment. 
The CHAIR The point of order is sustained; and the 
Clerk will read. ; 
roceeded to read. 


The Clerk 
Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, with the consent of the Chair- 


man—— 
Mr. HULL. I do not think it makes any difference. I will 
offer it at another place. 
Mr. BLUE. I think the Chair is evidently in error about that. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided the point of order. 
The Clerk will read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


Medical and hospital department: For the purchase of medical and hospital 
mend ate including disinfectants for general post sanitation, expenses of medi- 
Supply depots, pay of employees, medical care and treatment of officers 
and enlisted men of the Army on duty at posts and stations for which no 
other provision is made; for the proper care and treatment of cases in the 
Army suffering from contagious or epidemic diseases; advertising and other 
tae y anges e onene of the inaina 40808 3438000 to be ex- 
pen ‘or pay oi employees no exceed $40, ,000; experi- 
mental cooking, $200; in all, 815.200. 


Mr. HULL. I desire to offer an amendment, to come in at the 
close of this paragraph, after the word dollars.” 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On page 20, line 21, after the word dollars“ insert the following: “Pro- 
vided, That t 


no part of this sum shall be expended in the further maintenance 
of the Army and Navy Hospital, at Hot Springs, Ark.” 


Mr. HULL. Before the Chair decides the question on the point 


of order I desire to be heard. 

Mr. LITTLE. I want to raise the same point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman on the 
point of order. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, the appropriation in this clause 
heretofore has included the Army and Nay Hospital at Hot 
Springs, Ark., and the committee did not appropriate for it, with 
the understanding that it was to be eliminated from the bill and 
turned over to the Interior Department. It seems to be very 
clear that it is not new legislation in this bill to limit appropria- 
tions to certain hospitals or to provide that no part should be 
used for others; not new legislation for this House in Committee 
of the Whole to determine whether it will appropriate for a spe- 
cific thing or shall not, and whether it will limit the appropria- 
tion or not. And it seems to me that the Chair, in considering 
that question, ought to remember that the entire question of 
appropriations is before the Committee of the Whole, and the 

mmittee of the Whole has the right to limit the appropriations 
to the specific things that it desires to Ng yt ace or. To hold 
otherwise is to abridge the power of the House. I regard this as 
a very different proposition from the one that the Chair ruled on 
afew minutes ago, as to transferring it to the Interior Depart- 
ment. And in reference to this point I think the Chair will be 
unable to find that there is any decision in the House or in Com- 
mittee of the Whole that denies to the Committee of the Whole 
the right to limit 10 Seians in Committee of the Whole on 
an appropriation bill. There is no decision in all the parlia- 
mentary history of the House which would hold this amendment 
out of order. 

Mr. BLUE. This rule under which this point of order is made 
in its essence provides that no amendment nor an original prop- 
osition on an appropriation bill shall change existing law. I am 
informed that in former appro riation bills this Army and Navy 
Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., been specifically named. This 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Iowa is not obnoxious 
to that part of the rule, because it does not change existing law. 
It is made in the abundance of caution as a provision that no part 
of this appropriation shall be used there, while the existing law, 
so far as it goes, specifically applies to that particular point. It 
was on that account that I a moment ago said, without any dis- 
paragement of the Chair's ruling, that I thought the Chair was in 
error, because it certainly does not change existing law. There- 
fore I think that the point of order is not well taken. 

The CHAIRMAN. Let the Chair ask the gentleman from 
Kansas this question—— : 

Mr. HULL. If the ruling of the Chair should be against this 
amendment, I desire to say it simply limits committees in report- 
ing appropriation bills in all their discretion, and compels them to 
appropriate for objects that are utterly and entirely worthless for 
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the public service. It would be a question under such a decision 
of the Chair whether you could even reduce appropriations if any 
entleman should raise the pons of order thatit changed existing 
w. The whole question of appropriation is before this Commit- 
tee of the Whole. Itis ible that the Committee of the Whole 
will not agree with the Committee on Military Affairs that this is 
wise to be done; but it is certainly in the discretion of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and I think it should paes upon this question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to ask the gentlemen 
who favor this amendment if, under any existing law, any pe of 
this appropriation can be applied to the purpose prohibi y this 
appropriation? 

Mr. HULL. Ican only say, in answer to that, that heretofore 
on all Army appropriation bills since the Army and Navy Hos- 
pital at Hot Springs has been established there has been a specific 
proviso including the Army and Na Hospital at Hot Springs, 
Ark. The Committee on Military Affairs ped that out 
time. We preferred to make a direct 5 to the Interior 
Department, but that the Chair has ruled out, and I am willing to 
concede that the Chair had good grounds for this ruling, although 
I was in hopes that he would rule the other nE (Langhter| 
Then the committee is reduced to this position. It has eliminate 
from its appropriation the amount required for the Army and 
Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, and it has the right to submit to 
the Committee of the ole whether that action shall stand or 
not. This is not a change of existing law. Without that right 
this or any appropriation bill may destroyed. It is simply 
dropping an appropriation from an bd Sie yr non bill. It does 
not change any law, and I think my friend from Maine [Mr. 
DıxGLEY| can call attention to a case where he, as Chairman of 
the Committee of the Whole, in the last session, decided a point 
exactly similar to this, and where the decision was sustained by 
the committee. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, it is a familiar principle which 
has been repeatedly approved by votes of the Committee of the 
Whole that the committee have aright to vote upon an amend- 
ment limiting the expenditure of an appropriation where there is 
no change of existing law. I remember that at the last session of 
Congress I,as Chairman of the Committee of the Whole, ruled on 
precisely that proposition and the ruling was sustained. A few 
years ago a paragraph was as an amendment to an 
appropriation bill providing that no part of the appropriation 
herein made shall be used in printing United States notesof smaller 
denominations than those that are canceled.” The point of order 
was raised against that provision that it was a change of existing 
law. The irman of the Committee of the Whole ruled that it 
was not a change of existing law; that inasmuch as the House 
had the right to refuse to appropriate at all for a purpose that was 
already authorized by law, they certainly could refuse to appro- 

riate for a part of that purpose, there being no change of exist- 

g law. This, I say isa principle that has been so frequently 
invoked, and is so often necessary for the protection of the Treas- 
ury, that I should dislike very much to have a decision made to 
the effect that the Committee of the Whole or the House can 
not within the limits of existing law put a limit apon expendi- 
tures. If such adecision were to be made, it might be held that 
if an object was authorized by law the House must make appro- 
priation for it whether it wished to or not, and must appropriate 
the full amount; but a limitation on the use of an appropriation 
is a very different thing from a change of existing law, and I 
repeat, I should dislike very much to have a decision made which 
would overturn or overthrow a principle often invoked, so useful 
and so necessary to wise appropriation. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Maine has 
stated what I intended to say on the principle of parliamentary 
law involved in this case in better form than I could have pre- 
sented it, but I may be permitted to cite a few remarkable in- 
stances in practice on this point. The Wilmot proviso was put on 
an appropriation bill carrying $2,000,000. The point was made 
and argued that it was ont of order, but the Chair held that it was 
in order as a limitation on a specific appropriation of money. 
Again, in the contest made in this House against the use of the 
Army in enforcing the laws of the legislature of Kansas 
a proviso was offered to the Army appropriation bill that no part 
of the money therein appropriated should be used for the enforce- 
ment of the laws of the bogus legislature im d upon the people 
of Kansas by the border ruffian invasion. proviso was held by 
the Chair to be in order. The proviso was put on the bill by a 
vote, but we were unable to pass the bill with it on, and Congress 
adjourned without passing the Army bill, and President Pierce 
called an extra session. with the gentleman from Maine 
that it would be a bad precedent to hdd that the power which 
appropriates money can not limit and restrict the use of a specific 
appropriation. There is no obligation to make any appropriation 
at all, andif that beso, then certainly half the appropriation might 
— made, or any part on a limit of the appropriation that might 


The power to appropriate money carries with it, under parlia- 
mentary law, the right to restrict, direct, or control a specific 


appropriation. 

Vr. OX. Mr. Chairman, I think there can not be any ques- 
tion of the right of the House to limit the expenditure of an appro- 
pranon; but it seems to me that there is direct authority in 

lecisions made in the House for the limitation of this appropria- 
tion. On a certain occasion an amendment was offered providin 
that no part of the money thereby appropriated should be appli 
to the transportation of troops on certain railroads. The point of 
order was made that the amendment changed existing law, and 
the Chair held that it was in order as a limitation upon the appro- 
priation and was not a change of existing law. Now, if we can 
prodo in the Army bill that no money therein appropriated shall 

expended for the transportation of troops upon a certain rail- 

road, it seems clear that we have the same right to say that no 
part of the money appropriated in this bill shall be expended upon 
a certain hospital, and that such a provision does not change 
existing law. The case I have cited arose in the first session of 
the Fifty-second Con, „and will be found upon page 2282 of 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, and I submit that it is a direct 
authority upon this point. 

Mr. C IS of New York. Mr. Chairman, carrying forward 
the suggestion of the 3 from Maine, I would like to in- 
quire of the Chair, if he should see fit to rule this proviso out asa 
change of existing law, what would be the effect if, when the 
legislative bill comes up for consideration, making appropriation 
for the salaries of Con; en, some member should rise and 
object to the appropriation of $5,000 a year as a violation of exist- 
ing law? For years, since what is known as the back-sal: 
grab,” the legal salary of ö has been 87,500, but the 
appropriation bills have brought in from year to year only $5,000. 

ow, if it be competent for the Chair to rule out this proviso, 
would not the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole, when 
the legislative bill is under consideration, be compelled, following 
that precedent, to decide that the action of the committee recom- 
mending an of only 85,000 for the salary of Con- 

ssmen (which is all they expect to get and all they ought to 
ve) would be a change of existing law? 
Mr. KERY. Isuggest to my friend from New York that 
he is in error as to the existing provision of the statutes in refer- 
ence to the compensation of members of Congress. The pay now 
fixed by law is n per annum. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. You will find in the Revised Stat- 
utes that the salary is fixed at 87,500. 

Mr, DOCKERY. The gentleman will find that that provision 
was repealed, and $5,000 is now the salary as fixed by statute. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. No amendment of the law as I 
cited it appears in the Revised Statutes. I think it right that 
the salary should be what is now paid. I only mentioned the fact 
to show the absurdity of the proposition contended for here that 
this House has not the Highs to direct how its appropriations shall 
be expended. I believe that the motion of the committee ought 
to be sustained. I am a member of the committee. I trust that 
the Chair will render his decision in this case in accordance with 
what I believe to be the parliamentary law and in conformity with 
the action of Congress upon matters of this kind. I trust, in other 
words, that the Chair will recognize the right of the House to 
limit the e diture of the appropriations which it makes. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I wish to call the attention of the Chair to a 
paragraph on page 281 of the Manual of last session: 


Inasmuch as the House or the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union may refuse to 5 in a general appropriation bill fora 
particular object authorized by law, it is the well-settled practice that it may 
appropriate fora part of that object, and by a provision styled a“ limitation,” 
prohibit the expenditure of any of the appropriation for another part of the 


same cone object. Buta provision in an appropriation or an amend- 
ment thereto, authorizing the ture of an appropriation or any part 
g an 


of it for an object not authorized by law, or in any manner dive: 
appropriation to such object, is nota limitation.“ 

Then it goes on to explain what is not a limitation; but the 
present case comes under the first division of that decision. 

Mr. DOCKERY (during a pause). Isuggest that the remainder 
of the bill be read and that this paragraph be passed over with the 
privilege of returning toit. In the meantime the Chairman can 
consider the question. 

The The Chair is very sorry to entertain differ- 
ent views from those entertained by the gentleman in charge of 
this bill, but as the Chair views this question, this being an appro- 
priation for hospitals, a proposition to divert the money from that 
object is a change of existing law. The Chair therefore sustains 
the point of order. 

Mr. HULL. With all respect to the Chair, I desire to make an 
from that decision. 


a 
F he CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the decision of the 


Chair stand as the judgment of the committee? 
The question being taken, there were—ayes 69, noes 53. 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
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Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, in order to bring this matter 
fully before the House, I move to amend by inserting the words 
“except at the hospital at Hot Springs, Ark.;” so that we shall 
9 fox other hospitals, and not for this one. 

Mr. LITTLE. I renew the point of order against this amend- 


ment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 
The Clerk will read. 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Chairman—— 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not care to hear any further 
discussion. 


Mr. LACEY. I should like to cite an authority. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not care to hear anything 
further on this point. - 

Mr. LACEY. I desire to cite some authorities which have not 
been cited and which are directly in point. _ - 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided the question; and 
the Clerk will read. 

Mr. LACEY. Then I appeal from the decision of the Chair, so 
that we may have an opportunity to present this question pro 
erly. On this appeal, in addition to the decision that has atad 
been cited by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DINGLEY], I wi 
to call attention to two other decisions. 

The CHAIRMAN. Onemoment. Is thereanything before the 
committee? f 

Mr. LACEY. My appeal is before the committee, unless the 


Chair declines to entertain it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not understand that the 
gentleman a ed. 
Mr. LACEY. I took an ap from the decision of the Chair. 
The en cerca Does the gentleman desire to argue the 
question 


Mr. LACEY. I desire to present the appeal to the committee. 
The Chair did not wish to be informed, but the Committee of the 


Whole would perhaps like to be. 
The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman can inform the Chair, he 


may proceed. 

. LACEY. I do not wish to undertake to inform the Chair 
further than to call attention to previous decisions, which the Chair 
declined to allow me to read, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. What is 
before the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
PARKER] offered an amendment, that the appropriations in the 
bill be applied to Government hospitals, except the one at Hot 
Springs, Ark. Upon that amendment a point of order was made, 
which was sustained by the Chair. The gentleman from Iowa 
Ee. LACEY] appeals from that decision, and is proceeding now to 

ow the committee why his appesi should be sustained. 

Mr. LACEY. Itrust I can have the attention of the commit- 
tee, for this question is of much more importance than the ques- 
tion whether or not the Hot Springs Hospital shall be continued. 
It is a question of the right of this House to control the appropria- 
tions that it may hereafter pass for the public service; whether it 
is within our power to limit those appropriations ornot; whether 
the House may determine that specific objects which have been 
pointed out by law as public objects may be omitted from an ap- 
propriation bill. ; 

On this subject the decisions have been uniform until the one 
that the Chair made a few moments ago, and which is now the 
decision of the committee, because the committee has affirmed 
the action of the Chair. But the question comes up here again 
upon a motion in a somewhat different form; and I want to call 
the attention of the committee to two other decisions (in addition 
to those already cited by the gentleman from Maine), which seem 
to me conclusive on this question. I trust the Committee of the 
Whole will give attention to these citations, because they can not 
afford to go wrong on a question of this kind. I read from page 
282 of the Digest, and from decisions in the present Congress and 
under the rules as they now stand: 

To the Indian ap ging bill an amendment was proposed reducing the 
amount appropria or salaries of certain inspectors in the Indian service 
from $3,000 to E00 per annum each. Tho point of order was made that said 
salaries were now fixed by law at $3,000 per annum, and that the present bill 
provided that the amounts app: were 
services; therefore, that the amendment would change existi 


Chair overruled the point of order, and held that the amendment did not 


ohunre existing law; that Congress had the right to make limitations and fix 
conditions upon such appropriations. the persons performing service hay- 


ing the option of accepting or refusing the amounts so appropriated. 

Now, in the Fifty-second Congress, under a rule very similar 
to the one at present in force, it was decided as follows, and Iread 
from the Digest: 

The following provision in the Army appropriation bill, namely, “ That 
hereafter no money appropriated for Army transportation shall be used in 
payment for the transportation of troops and supplies for the Army“ over 
certain lines of railroad which are indebted to the Government, was held 
subject to the point of order under this rule. 


Why? Because it provided that ‘“‘ hereafter” it shall not be so 


tion. And we find in the Digest 


used. That is a change of existing law. Then, in order to meet 
that exact point, the amendment was changed, the word “ here- 
after” was eliminated from the amendment, and the proposition 
was limited to the specifié appropriation then under considera- 


is provision: 
„J). ei eraki ern A Scere oar aap gi aag ome 
pages order as being a limita’ of expenditure, and not a change of exist- 

So, Mr. Chairman, we have had two decisions directly opposite 
to thatrendered by the Chair in the present case. In the first ses- 
sion of this Congress we had one such decision and we have the 
decision in the Fifty-second Congress which I have just quoted. 

Now, I make this appeal in good faith, in order that the decisions 
of the committee may be harmonious on such questions—ques- 
tions which are vital to the conduct of the business of this House. 
It is not a question whether we shall have the Hot Springs hos- 
pital or not, but it is a question with reference to the proper 
method of procedure in theconsideration of legislation on appro- 
priation bills in this body, 

The CHAIRMAN. Before the gentleman from Iowa takes his 
seat, the Chair desires to make this suggestion with reference to 
the pen point, that there is a distinction between the present 
appropriation and the questions raised to which the gentleman 
6 tion bill making ision for h 

ere is a appropria’ vision for hos- 
pitals without . it to specific Ese ig Certain sums 
are appropriated, and the proviso is suggested that no 
of the money hereby appropriated shall be for.a certain hos- 
ital, to wit, the hospital at Hot Springs. The Chair has held 
at to be a change of existing law. 

Mr. LACEY. It is isely the same as in the railroad case. 
The two points were identical. 

The C MAN. The Chair thinks the case is entirely differ- 
ent. If an amount of money was appropriated—so many thou- 
sand dollars—for a hospital at any point, so many thousand dol- 
lars for a hospital at another point, and so on, and no 8 
was made for Hot Springs at all, it would present a different 
question. That would be the kind of a case the gentleman pre- 
sents. But where there is a general appropriation, as in the pres- 
ent instance, you must have new legislation in order that the 
amount of money that you appropriate shall be diverted from any 
one of the hospitals which have been heretofore supported by the 
Government. It is, as the gentleman will see, a different propo- 
sition from where a salary is provided, where the law fixes the 
salary at $3,000, for instance, and only $2,000 is appropriated. 
The reason that the Chair, in that instance, held that there was 
no change in existing law was because it was left optional with 
the party to accept the $2,000 or not, specifically holding that. it 
did not affect the rights of the party to receive the $3,000, and 
collect it, if he saw proper to go into the Court of Claims for that 


ur g 
4 Mr. LACEY. But the Chair, with all due deference, loses sight 
of the decision in the case where there was a specific appropria- 
tion for the transportation of troops—a gen appropriation, a 
lump sum to be used, in the on 8 ERRON bill, and an amendment 
providing that the money should not be paid out of the appropria- 
tion for carrying troops over a certain line, specifying the particular 
road. That was held to be a proper limitation on the appropria- 
tion, and not a change of existing law. When the word “ here- 
after ” was inserted in the first instance in the amendment it was 
held to be a change of existing law. But when that word was 
eliminated it was held that the House had the right to determine 
how the money should be expended which it appropriated, and 
that the provision was in order. 

Now the pending amendment is limited to a specific appropria- 
tion before the committee, that is to say, it provides that it shall 
not be expended at Hot Springs. Why, on what principle, or 
under . the rules, oon not ee the appro- 
priation is a gen appropriation for general purposes, just 
as in the case I have illustrated in the Fifty-first Congress. 

It is a power that is inherent in the House, which was so held 
in all the decisions heretofore, and it can not afford to relinquish 
or surrender it in this manner. 

Mr. CANNON. I would like to ask the gentleman from Iowa 
a question with his consent. 

r. LACEY. Certainly. 

Mr. CANNON. Iwas not present when the point of order was 
made upon which the committee voted a few minutes ago, and 
did not hear the decision of the Chair. I want to see if I under- 
stand exactly what is involved in the controversy. 

ie PARKER. I offered the amendment, and I should like to 

ain it. 

. CANNON. Well, in a moment. I merely want to ask a 
question. I have not found the general provision that the gentle- 
man refers to. On what is it? 

Mr. LACEY. The provision is not in the printed bill. It is in 


an amendment offered 1 gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
PARKER] at the close of this paragraph. s 

Mr: C. ON. Where do you mean? 

Mr. PARKER. I believe we are on page 20. 

Mr. LACEY. Will the Clerk read the proposed amendment? 

Mr. PARKER. I merely inserted the words 

Except the Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark. 

Mr. HULL. That goes in after the word “ diseases,” in line 15. 

Mr. PARKER. Yes. 

Mr. CANNON, Then I want to ask if the effect of that lan- 
guage is to 8 for the maintenance of hospitals other 

n the H a hospital? 

Mr. PAR Les. 

Mr. MILES. Certainly. 

Mr. LACEY. And you omit that hospital. 

Mr. CANNON. And the effect of the language is to omit to 
appropriate for the hospital at Hot Springs? 

r. PARKER. Yes, that is all. 

Mr. LACEY. That is all there is to it. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, it seems to me, with all due regard to 
the Chair, if that is the effect of it, that the Chair could not have 
understood the case as put to the committee. 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, it was in deference to the Chair 
that I offered this last amendment; it was because I did not want 
to say that there was any doubt as between us as to the meanin 
of the previous amendment. I could see that the proviso that 
had offered— 

Provided, That no part of this money shall be expended for the Army and 
Navy hospital at Hot Springs— 
looks as if it were a creation of law; but I have put it in different 
words. Here is a general appropriation for hospitals. It will 
cover this hospital unless some exception be made. The House 
has the right to say whether or not it will appropriate for this 
hospital, and I therefore, in deference to the opinion of the Chair 
and the decision of the House, have put it in other words, which 
simply omit this hospital from the 1 made by this 
House. Thereby the House makes no ordinance of law against 
the hospital, but supy says that it has omitted this one and does 
not constitute it one of the hospitals for which appropriation is 
made by the House. 

Now, the rule as to retrenchment does not at present apply. We 
can not argue on the old decisions as to that matter; but we can, 
under the general powers of this House—its constitutional powers 
under all circumstances—say whether we will 5 in an 
appropriation bill for a particular purpose. And if the bill has 
been dawn in such general terms that this matter can not be got 
before the House except by putting in an exception, it has the 
right to assert that exception as part of its constitutional power 
and to declare that in making that general appropriation it ap- 
propriates foreverything excepta certain thing. Thatis the point 
that 1 make. 5 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the decision of the 
Chair in e Res int of order. to the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PARKER] to the pending 
bill stand as the judgment of the House? 

Mr. McRAE. . Before the vote is taken, I want to state that the 
decision quoted by my friend from Iowa [Mr. Lacey] was made 
during the Fifty-second Congress, when the rule under which we 
are now operating was not in force. That was a correct ruling 
then, but it is not applicable to the pending question under the 
present rules. : 

I apprehend, Mr. Chairman, that if the House by a genral ap- 
propriation for the pay of Members and Senators should appropri- 
ate, as usual, a lump sum, but should except a particular member 
by name and say that he should not have his salary, the exception 
would be out of order, and I think the exception of this hospital is 
a violation of the spirit of the rule. f 

I think the Chair has correctly held that in this general appro- 
priation for all the hospitals you can not except any particular one 
without changing the general law that allows the Secretary of 
War to distribute the lump sum, and if you do that you violate 
the rule which declares that there shall be no change of existing 
law in an appropriation bill. : 

I think it would be a great injustice to abandon or cripple this 
magnificent institution located at Hot Springs. 

e CHAIRMAN. Those in favor of sustaining the decision of 
the Chair—— 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, a single word. I do not care 
whether this hospital at Hot Springs is appropriated for or not. 
I have no opinion whether it ought to be appropriated for, because 
I have not investigated the matter; but it does seem to me, as this 
matter is presented under the rules of the House, that we are 
liable to get a very awkward precedent here unless we are care- 
ful. It seems to me that this decision goes to the point that it is 
not in order by amendment in Committee of the Whole to test the 
sense of the committee whether we will withhold money to carry 
out any given law. - 
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The CHAIRMAN. That is not the decision of the Chair, the 
Chair will state to the gentleman from Illinois, : \ 
Mr. CANNON. All right; then I misunderstood the Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. e decision of the Chair is that this 
amendment which is offered is a change of existing law and in 


violation of the rule adopted by the House relating to this subject. 


: N Well, now, let me read it, and see if the i 
is è 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Were any points of order reserved 
against this bill? $ 

Mr. HULL. All points of order were reserved. ) 

Mr. CANNON. I will read it: 


Medical and hospital department— 


I have no interest in the matter except not to get an awkward 
precedent, if it be an awkward precedent. I want to get right 
myself and in harmony with the Chair if Iam mistaken. = 

Medical and hospital department: For the purchase of medical and hospital 
supplies, including disinfectants for general post sanitation, expenses of med- 
i supply depots, y of employees, medical care and treatment of officers 
and enlisted men o e Army on duty at posts and stations for which 2 


other provision is made; for the proper care and treatment of cases in 


Army suffering from contagious or epidemic diseases, except— 
Now read the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Except in the Army and Naval Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark. , 


Mr. CANNON. That does not change existing law. It does 
not abolish the hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., if I understand the 
= language. This is a matter sounding of appropriations, 
and the amendment merely has the effect to withhala the appro- 
priation for the coming fiscal year for this hospital. If it does 
not mean that I do not understand the English language. Now, 
then, so far as I have any eae; the authorities are uni- 
1 me read one that has not been read. I read from the 


The failure of Congress to appropriate money, in the appropriation act for 
the current fiscal year, for an object 9 by law doer not repeal such 
law; and an amendment providing for such object is in order on an a pro- 


priation bill, notwithstanding its omission from the oe appropriation 


act.—Journal, Forty-fifth Congress, second session, page 1005. 

Now, then, it seems to me that I can not multiply words about 
this matter. If the amendment is not adopted the money appro- 
priated in this paragraph can be used for every army hospital— 
every one. If this amendment is adopted it can be used for the 
support of every army hospital the coming fiscal year except the 
one at Hot Springs; and there we make no appropriation. That 
is all I desire to say about it, and I do it, as the gentleman in the 
chair will understand, with hesitation, because I like to agree with 
the Chair. I think it is a mistake of the Chair, with all due defer- 
ence to the Chair, upon the question of fact. It seems to me if 
the Chair will take this and look at it closely he will see that it 
does not change existing law, but has the effect merely of with- 
Bodina ta appropriation for the fiscal year. 

Mr. WILL A. STONE. I want to ask the gentleman a 
question, if he will yield to me. 

Mr. CANNON. ith pleasure, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I understand that all this discus- 
sion has taken 15 on an appeal made by the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. CANNON. The gentleman from New Jersey. : 

Mr. HULL. On an appeal of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 


LACEY]. { 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Of course I do not understand 
that from anything that has been said on the appeal, but recollect 
that he took an appeal. 

The CHAIRM. The gentleman from Iowa n from 
the decision the Chair made on the amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, That is what I understand. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Will the gentleman from Ili- 
nois allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And we have not voted upon that 


et. 
5 Mr. CANNON (to Mr. Stewart of New garmor). Certainly. - 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Supposing that one of these 
points for which disinfectants is provided is abandoned, would 
there be any question that we could except that from the appro- 
priation? ' 
Mr. CANNON. Not in my judgment. 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Does not that cover the rule? 
Mr. CANNON. Certainly. say this—that it has been uni- 
formly held in Committee of the Whole that it is always compe- 
tent by amendment to refuse to appropriate to carry out any law. 
This Con ress might adjourn, so far as the rules of the House are 


concerned, without appropriating a cent of money. That is a 


power which has always been insisted upon. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to say, so that there may 
be no misunderstanding of the Chair’s decision, that the Chair 
holds that the amendment changes existing legislation. 


1896. 
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Mr. CANNON. If the Chair will allow me, I will say respect- 
fully that the Chair seems to me to place the question merely upon 


the manner of doing it. In other words, the ‘gestion of the 
Chairis that by doing in detail for fifty other institutions we can fail 
to do in detail for this one institution. Now, I think we can in 
one wholesale provision do for the fifty others and except this one. 

Mr. HULL. If the Chair will indulge me in an additional word 
I desire to call the attention of the committee to the lan eo 
the appropriation bills heretofore passed providing for this hos- 
pital. In those bills this language is used: ‘ Tacluding the Army 
and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark.” The amendment offered 
by the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PARKER] changes 3 
one word. That amendment reads: Except the Army and Navy 
Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark,“ and the question for the committee 
to determine is whether we have the power to change one word in 
an appropriation bill if a point of order is made upon it. 

Mr. D ELL. Mr. Chairma n, I want to see whether I under- 
stand this point or not. I understand the Chair to hold that this 
amendment changes existing law because it changes a general 
. by making an exception. What I want to know 
is, ere is the general appropriation to which the Chair refers? 


Ts it in this bill? 
Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, I make the point of order that a 
member of the House has no right to cross-examine the Chair. 


ughter. i 
TELL. Oh, I think a member of the House who lacks 
. information any particular subject may seek, light from the 
ter. 


Chair. 
This bill makes a general appropriation for 


The i 
all these institutions. 

Mr. DALZELL. But the pending bill can make no general 
appropriation until it has passed. e question now is whe 
or not we shall make a general appropriation in this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. It seeks to make a ral appropriation. 

Mr. DALZELL. Exactly; but this has the same right to 
make a special appropriation that it has tomake a general appro- 
priation, and there can be no change of existing law in this case 
when the question is whether or not this provision shall be law. 
That is the question now before the committee, and if I understand 
the Chair—and I want to understand him—he is treating what is 

roposed to be enacted into law as if it were already enacted into 

W; whereas the real garenon is whether we shall make a gen- 
eral appropriation or whether we shall make a special appropria- 
tion in this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will submit the question to the 
committee. 

Mr. LACEY. Before the question is submitted let me suggest 
one further point. This committee would have the right to strike 
out this entire 8 Now, does not the greater include 
the less; does not the right to strike out the entire appropriation 
for army hospitals include the right to strike out the appropria- 
tion for thisone army hospital? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state the question. The 
gentleman from New e Dat; PARKER] offered an amend- 
ment, which the Clerk will read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

On page 20, in line 15, after the word 
the Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs. Ar 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order was made against 
amendment by the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE], and 
the Chair sustained the point. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
HULL] has appealed from the decision of the Chair. The question 
now is, Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the committee? 

uestion being taken, there were—ayes 57, noes 84. 

The CHAIRMAN. On this question the ayes are 57 and the 
noes are 84. The decision of the Chair is overruled, so the amend- 
ment is in order, y 

Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Chairman, I am op to the adoption of 
this amendment, and I want to state a few additional reasons. 
Upon 8 I find that the amount of money expended at 
this hospital in 1896 was $3,600. 1 find that out of 43 completed 
rheumatic patients, 86 went back to the service from the hospital 
cured. There were 80 in all during the year 1896, and 36 of them 
were cured of rheumatism, and a great many others were cured 
and 1 of other diseases. Now, it does seem to me that this 
small pittance should be allowed to go to this hospital, which was 
established at the instance of men who were supposed to be the 
special friends of the soldier. 

This hospital is a monument to the memory of that gallant 
soldier, Gen. John A. Logan, of Illinois. It was built almost 
exclusively at his instance during his public service in Congress. 
I regret very much to see the rule of strict economy begin at this 

int, when at best there will be a saving of but little over $3,000, 

use the Government employees who are there, the hospital 
nurses and others, will continue to draw their salaries, if not at 


XXIX—15 


Insert the words except 


Hot Springs at some other post. The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. eeh, chose a while ago to pass some animadversions 
upon the 


le of Hips Springa, I do not know why the gentle- 
man should have felt ed on to do so, but I learn that fifteen 
or twenty years ago, when the town had a few sports in it, some 
of them given to playing poker and such games, looking out for 
“suckers,” the gentleman visited Hot Springs. en hter.] Ido 
not know what happened to him there i ter], but I can 
assure him that he will encounter no such gers if he will 
return now. [Laughter.] 

At that time the town was a small place. Now it is a beautiful 
city of 18,000 people, with splendid police regulations, and no 
visitor, not even from New York, need be uneasy. Then the Gov- 
ernment property was a mere waste. Now it is a valuable prop- 
erty and is of real interest and value to the Government. The 
money that has been appropriated for the improvement of Hot 
Springs has been more reimbursed. More than $100,000 of 
the property of the United States was sold at one offering, and 
more than $100,000 of it remains a of the general reservation. 
The people of Hot Springs are not different from the people of any 
other city of this country. 

I do not know why my friend wantsto “jump” indiscriminately 
upon the poopie of Hot Springs. I know many of those people 
personaliy. The statement of 1 that they are a pro- 
gressive people is true. I would add that they are an honest peo- 
ple, an industrious people, a people who love their city, a people 
who are proud of the Government reservation at that place, proud 
of its adornments, proud of the efficacy of the waters that flow from 
those mountains, proud of the hospital that stands as a monument 
to General an, who often enjoyed the benefits of these waters. 
They believe that this institution, which could be worth so much 


ther | to the Army, ought not to be stricken down, but should be per- 


petuated. No better people, no grander citizenship exists any- 
where. For intelligence, for patriotism, for morality they will 
compare favorably with any citizenship in the nation. 

In the statement which I read a few moments ago when some 
gentlemen who are here now were not present, the S -Gen- 
eral indicates that itis hard to make the surgeons of the Arm 
understand the curative powers of these waters and the splendi 
8 this institution. He 5 Sexe: m relaxa- 
tion of the present ions, so that persons suffering from the 
diseases for e eee are so valuable may to that 
institution before their diseases have so far pro as to ren- 
der their cure doubtful. I speak the truth, as it will be confirmed 
by the declaration of every man of medical learning who has inves- 
tigated the subject, when I say that the waters of the Hot Springs 


are a spec 
The CHAIRMAN, The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. LITTLE. I should like to occupy a few moments more. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I ask unanimous consent that the 
re have five minutes more. He has reached a very inter- 
g point. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to allowing the 83 
from Arkansas to proceed for five minutes longer? Chair 
hears none. 
Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Chairman, as I was about to remark, ev 
learned man in the 8 of medicine who has investigated 
this subject agrees that the waters of Hot Springs are a specific 


that | for rheumatism, neuralgia, and for other diseases to which, unfor- 


seer humanity is heir. Persons whose diseases can not be 
reach y any other remedies go to the city of Hot Springs, halt 
and lame, and after remaining there a comparatively short time 
are able to ‘‘take up their beds and walk” as of old. 

A MEMBER. Do they have to drink the water, or is it applied 


9 : 
Mr. LITTLE. They drink the water, and they bathe in it. 
Those waters are charged with medicinal qualities which will cure. 
afflicted humanity when nothing else will. Rheumatism and neu- 
ralgia are diseases peculiarly prevalent in the Army: and for those 
diseases these waters are poy a specific, to say nothin; 
about other diseases for which the efficacy of the waters is w 
recognized. For the diseases peculiar to the soldier on account of 
his exposure to the weather and the other hardships which he 
endures these waters are almost a specific. Of 43 such cases 
received at that institution in 1896, 36 went away cured, and the 
eee well, according to the report of the Surgeon- 
neral. 

Now. if this institution were costing the Government its millions, 
there might be objection to appropriating money for its mainte- 
nance; but the eae last year was only $3,600. 

Mr. HULL. as not that for the payment of employees only? 

Mr. LITTLE. That was for medicine and other expenses, ex- 
clusive of the pay of Government employees. course it 


a not ae pay of officers, nurses, etc., because they are on 
the pay roll. 
hy is there not more effort to enlarge the usefulness of this 
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hospital, which can be done without any serious outlay, and to 
extend the opportunities for receiving the treatment furnished 
there? The Surgeon-General says that the facilities are not 
exceeded elsewhere in the United States. This being true, I say 
that instead of attempting to strike down this institution by with- 
drawing these small appropriations for its support, we had better 
make provision for opening the doors of the institution wider, so 
as to admit the suffering veterans of the various Soldiers’ Homes 
of the United States. I believe that if this hospital, under proper 
legislation and with such additions as may be necessary, could be 
opened to those veterans—it is now opened only to the active mem- 
bers of the Army—if that institution could be opened to the rheu- 
matic and the neuralgic sufferers who are to-day in our Soldiers’ 
Homes and fast breathing away their lives for want of adequate 
treatment—if those sufferers could be carried to that institution 
for treatment and restored or relieved, asthey might be, we should 
do honor to ourselves and do honor to the memory of John A. 
Logan, the man who really established that hospital, and do 
oe to the suffering man who contracted his diseases while in 
ine of duty, defending his country. 

It was said by the chairman of the committee that I did not seem 
to be the friend of the people of Hot Springs, or I would not 
insist on this proposition. Let me tell him that whether it would 
be best for the Ree le of Hot Springs or not, I believe that the 
doors of this institution should not be closed. Ido not believe the 
institution ought to be passed over to the Secretary of the Interior 
to be by himleased to private parties. Wehave now ourthousands 
of bath tubs open to the suffering public. We have our pools open 
to those who are unable to pay for medicinal treatment; and 75 per 
cent of the poor unfortunate creatures who go there to take advan- 
tage of those waters leave the city healed and return to bless their 
homes and love their country. [Applause.] 

Here the hammer fell. 


r. HULL. Mr. C an, only a few words in reply to the 


gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE]. He has dealt gely in 
sentimental considerations, but this is simply a practical question. 
The Surgeon-General of the Army, after paying his tribute to 


the splendid facilities at Hot Springs for the treatment of disease, 
acknowledges that we can not get the patients there. The Secre- 
tary of War appointed a commission to investigate this question. 
The officers went to Hot Springs and made a thorough investiga- 
tion, and the result of their findings is crystallized in the report 
of the Secretary of War. 

I notice that on this question the division of votes in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole been somewhat on party lines. The 
gentleman who submits this report to the Congress of the United 
States isa Democrat. This is not a question; and I want 
to call the attention of the House again to the language of thé 
Secretary of War. He says: 

ained in ing on the d 
Satay Sg ey dock not appear eines poate f ae . rs 
= yalue to the officers and men of the Army and Navy, nor do those expec- 
tions appear to be r ble. 


In another place he says: 


It does not seem that the establishment should be maintained the War 
Department. I therefore recommend that authority be 8 Congress 
for its transfer to the Interior Department and lease for private use, the 


same as building sites and spring-water ee es on the Government Hot 

Springs Reservation are now leased. If this is done, a considerable revenue 

should | be derived, and the hospital and Army appropriations somewhat 
eved. 

I want to call the attention of fhe committee to this fact: That 
with 1 surgeon, 1 assistant surgeon, 12 members of the Hospital 
Corps, and the large number of civilian employees nec to 
keep up the grounds, and with the large drafts made on the Army 
appropriation bill every year for medical supplies, they had an 
average of about 20 patients only this last year. The Secretary 
of War tells us in his report that if you want to chre for them 
at Hot Springs, asa matter of economy for the Government you 
could keep them—every one of them—at a first-class hotel and 
employ the best medical attendance in the United States for a less 
sum than you have been paying to keep up this hospital—a hospi- 
tal to which patients will not go. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that there should be no division 
of sentiment on a question of this character. It seems to me that 
it should have been transferred as we suggested. That, of course, 
is past now and can not be undone, But I believe that at least 
there should be a limitation put on the provisions of the bill, to 
show the people at Hot S mings that they can no longer depend on 
the Government of the United States for keeping up this utterly 
useless place for the care of persons who will not resort to it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Did not the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs report in favor of keeping this up? 

Mr. HULL. No, sir. The committee reported against it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I thought the design of the com- 
mittee was only to limit the expenditure. 

Mr. HULL. Thegentlemanfrom Pennsylvania 7 

ospital 


the bill. The appropriation here is for the Medical an 


Mae ge in the Army, established heretofore, and would have 
included Hot Springs—that is to say, it would include the Army 
and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs. But this year we left that 
out and put ina pono that this hospital should be abandoned 
and turned over to the Interior Department. We did not make, 
therefore, the usual appropriation for it. 

The provision that the committee put in the bill, however, was 
stricken out on the point of order on the ground that it changed 
existing law. I then offered an amendment providing that no 

art of the money appropriated should be used at Hot Springs. 
t was ruled out by the Chair, and the Chair was sustained oe 
the committee by a vote of some 69, I think, to about 53. My asso- 
ciate on the committee from New Jersey then offered the amend- 
ment that isnow pending, excepting the Army and Navy Hospital 
at Hot Springs from the operation of this 8 which 
will reach the point that we have in view—the point we are try- 
ing to reach—in a very much worse way, however, than by the 
adoption of the provision we had incorporated in the bill. 

For my own part, and I think I may speak for the entire com- 

mittee and the War . and all those Who are familiar 


with the W of this institution, this limitation is entirely 
proper and should be paces upon the bill. 
HUBBARD. me ask the gentleman when this hos- 


pital was established? 
Mr. HULL. In 1882. 
4 i nr ara By what means are patients sent to that 
i ; ~ 
r. HULL. They are sent by the Army. They can apply and 
go there on a ‘special order sending them if they desire it. 

Mr. HUBBARD, In view of the fact that it is a well-under- 
stood fact that the Hot Springs hospital is ee adapted to 
the treatment of rheumatic and neuralgic diseases, it seems to me 
it should not be abolished, and perhaps the medical board did not 
take into consideration that fact in their recommendition. Let 
me ask the gentleman how far this is from the next hospital? 

Mr. HULL. The medical board does not recommend this. It 
is the recommendation of the Secretary of War. There are hos- 
pitals at all of the army posts; 5355 post has one. 

Frog HUBBARD. How far from Hot Springs is the next hos- 
pi f 

A MEMBER. Does this also include patients from the Navy? 

Mr. HULL. 1 they had a few pren from the Navy, 
but for years t none have come to the institution from the 
Navy. And although the law authorizes the appointment of a 
surgeon of the Navy to look after the sailors, it has been inopera- 
tive for some years, because there were no patients, and the sur- 
geon has not been detailed because of that fact. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 
r. WASHINGTON. 
me to ask him a 8 

Mr. HULL. rtainly, if the committee will permit. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. There is no law now by which patients 
one eg compelled to go to this hospital if they do not choose to go 

ere $ 

Mr. HULL. None whatever. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. Then if we are compelled to keep it 
open, it may stand idle, without a single patient, and yet this 
ia rege of public money will go on? 

. HULL. rapa sea that is correct. 

Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE. As I understand the gentleman 
from Iowa, the chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
nobody is entitled to admission to this hospital but soldiers? 

Mr. HULL. Only soldiers and sailors. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But I understand the gentleman 
to say that no patients from the Navy have been received there 
for some years? 

Mr. HULL. That is correct. None have entered. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And no soldiers unless they are 
sent from other places? 

Mr. HULL. None; and they decline to go there. I would 
infer from a speech made on the other side that the impression 
prevails that there was something connected with the location of 
this hospital which induced the committee to make the recom- 
mendations they have made. That is incorrect. It is solely a 
matter of economy. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It has nothing to do, then, with 
the people or the location? 

Mr. HULL, Nothing whatever. It is simply carrying out a 
recommendation which was made by the officials in charge, who 
are thoroughly informed as to the existing conditions and necessi- 
ties of that branch of the service. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It is dispensing with a post hos- 
pital that has become unnecessary. 

Mr. HULL. I think it was never necessary. Now I will yield 
to my friend from Minnesota [Mr. KIEFER]. 

Mr. KIEFER. This is merely for soldiers and sailors in active 
service, I understand. 


Will the gentleman from Iowa allow 
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That is all. 
Mr. KIEFER. Not for veterans of the late war. 
Mr. HULL. It is a Regular Army hospital, the same as any 


Mr. HULL. 


other post N pear . 
Mr. LITTLE. I offer the following as a substitute for the 
amendment. . 
The Clerk read as follows: 
, line 15. after the word!“ “insert: And the ly of 
2 — hace General Hospital 8 Ark.“ 2 
Mr. HULL. That is not a substitute, but we can vote it down 
easier than we can discuss the point of order. i 
Nr. LITTLE. I intend the substitute to come at the same point 
where the amendment is proposed. I offer it as a substitute for 
the amendment. s 
Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I make the point of order 
Mr. HULL. Oh, let us vote it down. [Cries of Vote!“ 


„Vote! A : 

The MAN. Did the gentleman from Iowa make the 
point of order? 

Mr. HULL. I did not make any point of order. < 

Mr. TRACEY. I made the point of order that itis not a sub- 
stitute for the poi amendment. 

one CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman desire to be heard on 

that? : 


Mr. LITTLE. I think it is a substitute. It is a question as to 
what disposition shall be made of the money. One is that it shall 
not be appropriated and the other is that it shall. 

Mr. TRA V. Ido not care to discuss the matter, Mr. Chair- 


man. 

Mr. LITTLE. The House has decided that a good many things 
are in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will overrule the point of order 
and will put the question on the substitute. 

Mr. LITTLE, want to be heard for just a moment on the sub- 
stitute. I want to answer the question which my friend Mr. Hun- 
BARD asked of the chairman of the committee a moment ago, as 
to how men were admitted to this hospital. They are admitted at 
the instance of the local surgeons in charge of the army 3 
Wherever they may be, or of the hospitals at other points. Now, 
the Surgeon-General says that 

The spectal advantages afforded by the Government in this general hospital 
in the treatment of the diseases mentioned in circular No. 16 do not seem to 
be appreciated properly by medical officers of the Army. 

Mr. HUBBARD, That is just it exactly. 

- Mr. LITTLE. I say if proper regulations could be had we 
could fill this hospital to overflowing. It is not idle. They treated 
80 patients there last year and cured 60 leaving 17 uncompleted 
` cases. The Surgeon-General says further: 

It is believed that if cases suitable for treatment at the springs were sent 
earlier in the progress of the disease many serious complications might be 
prevented and a larger percentage of recoveries be effected. 

The Surgeon-General has not recommended the abolishment of 
this hospital. He recommends its improvement, and it ought to 
be done in justice to the country and in justice to the soldiers. I 
desire to insert the following t from Circular No. 16, issued 
by the War ay aries showing how these waters are estimated, 
and then ask if this hospital should be abandoned: 

In accordance with the provisions of General Orders, No. 60, Headquarters 
of the Army, Adjutan neral's Office, Washin; D. C., September 3, 
1892, the following information is published to the 


n, 
The Army and Navy General Hospital at Hot Springa, Ark., is designed 
for the treatment of officers and enlis' men who are ill with diseases for 


the secretions and the organic functions, to promote ir enero 
hosis and excretion, thereby 
increasing the 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the substitute offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE]. 

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr. 
LITTLE) there were—ayes 59, noes 72. . 

Accordingly the substitute was rejected. 

The amendment offered by Mr. PARKER was agreed to. 
; The Clerk, proceeding with the reading of the bill, read as fol- 
OWS: ` 

SIGNAL SERVIOE. P 

For the expenses of the Si Service of the Army, as follows: Purchase 
equipment, and repair of field electric telegraphs, si equipments and 
stores, binocular glasses, telescopes, heliostats, and other n instru- 

ments, including absolutely n meteorological instruments for use in 
target ranges; telephone apparatus (excluding exchange service) and main- 


tenance of the same; maintenance and repair of military telegraph lin 
including salaries of civilian employees, 22 and oea repairs, SHA 
other expenses connected with the duty of collecting and transmittin; 


- g infor- 
mation for the Army by telegraph or otherwise, $15,000. 


Mr. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, I offer an amendment, to come 


in after line 2, on page 25, after the word dollars.“ 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

On page 25, line 2, after the word! dollars.“ insert the following: 
322 TTT 
ments as they may deem best, to report to the chief signal officer of the 
department for instruction and duty.” 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I do not raise any point of order 
on that, but I do not see any necessity for it. Nothing has been 
brought to the attention of our committee to indicate the neces- 


sity for it. ~ 

Tne CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, the amendment as 
offered will be considered as adopted. 

There was no objection. : 

7 ABA Clerk (proceeding with the reading of the bill) read as 
‘ollows: 

Fi Ned the contingent expenses of the Commanding-General's Office, 
Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I move to insert in lieu of that 

the words: 

To defray the contingent expenses of the Comman eral’s Office, 
his discretion, $1,750. 5 = che = 

It simply inserts the words “ in his discretion.” Those words 
have been in every appropriation bill for several years past, in- 
cluding that of last year, and the change has arisen simply from 
copying the words of the estimate instead of the words of the bill 
of last year. ; : 

The oHATRMAN . The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
On page m strike out lines 4, 5, and 6 and insert in lieu thereof the words 
“To the contingent expenses of the Commanding General's Office, in 
his discretion, $1,750.” 

Mr. HULL. The only change which that makes in the bill is to 
insert the words ‘‘in his discretion.” 

The amendment was agreed to. . 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. With the consent of the com- 
mittee, I should like to return to page 23, for the purpose of offering 
an amendment. : 

Mr. HULL. Suppose we get through with the bill, and then 
will not object. 

The reading of the bill was resumed and concluded. 

Mr. HULL. Now the gentleman from New Jersey desires to 
return to R 23 for what purpose? 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. I move to strike out from 
line 16 to line 21, with reference to firing the morning and even- 
ne eo as a useless and expensive practice. 

. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I hope that will not be done, 

Mr. MILNES. How much will it strike out? 

Mr. HULL. Fifteen thousand dollars. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, that is about the 
only semblance of war we have, and we ought to keep it up. 

r. HULL. Let us haveavoteuponit. We can vote it down. 
The geura was taken, and the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out of the bill, 
wherever it occurs, the amount of the appropriation of last year. 
It was Be in the bill simply for the convenience of members. 

The HAIRMAN. It will be so ordered, unless objection is 
made. 5 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BLUE. I want to ask the chairman of the committee a 
question, if he will permit me. In these blanket provisions, which 
cover very large amounts, in which there is no specific amount 

iven, have the committee investigated those to ascertain whether 
he amounts are correct or not in the estimate? 

Mr. HULL. They are exactly the estimates submitted by the 
Secretary of War, except where we have cut them down. 


Mr. BLUE. Are those items of the estimate made singly or in 


ager gate? 
Mr. HULL. They are made in the aggregate, as you will see 
from the Book of Estimates. We had the generals of the Army 
before us, who testified as to the amount needed in each appro- 
poe Now, I move that the committee rise and report the 

ill and amendments back to the House with the recommendation 
that the bill as amended do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. HorkIxs, Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, reported that that com- 
mittee had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 9638) and had 
directed him to report the same back with amendments, and that 
as amended the bill do pass. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ments. ` 7 


Nr. LITTLE. I desire a separate vote on the amendment refer- 
ring to oe ae at Hot Springs, on e 20 of the bill. 
eSP R. The question then will be on the other amend- 
ments, if no further separate vote is required. 
The other amendments were agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the Hot Springs amend- 


ment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Insert in line 15. 20, after the word “diseases,” the following, except 


at the Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs. Ark.“ 
Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on the 
bill and amendment. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa moves the previous 
question on the bill and amendment. 


The previous uestion was ordered. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment. 


Mr. McRAE and Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speake 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the 

Mr. TERRY. I would like to say afew words. 

Mr. HULL. I object to any further discussion. 

Mr. TERRY. I know there will be fifteen minutes after the 
previous question is ordered. - 

The SP There has been debate. 

Mr. HULL. The matter has been debated in the committee. 
Sey to any further discussion of it now. We want to pass 

e bill. 

Mx. TERRY. I ask unanimous consent to make a statement of 
aoe HOLL, Tob} t, Mr. Speaker. 
5 — . I objec i * 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

Mr. HULL. We have had a very full debate. $ 

Mr. TERRY. Ido not think the gentleman ought to do that. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. f 

Mr. LITTLE. Division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 75, noes 42. 

Mr. LITTLE. No quorum, Mr. Speaker. I want the yeas and 
nays, which reaches the same point. 


— 


tleman rise? 


The SPEAKER. The 9 makes the point of no quorum. 


eee I move that the House do now adjourn. [Cries 
of „Oh, no!” 
e SP. (after counting). One hundred and fifty-five 
_ ‘gentlemen are t—not a quorum. 
Mr. HULL. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The SPEAKER put the motion. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Before the vote is announced, the 
gentleman from Arkansas says he only wants a yea-and-nay vote. 
Mr. HULL. But we can not get a quorum, 
The motion to adjourn was to; and accordingly (at 4 
o'clock and 12 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
munications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 


follows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the , transmit- 
ting an abstract of the official emoluments of the officers of the 
customs service received by them during the fiscal oo ending 
June 30, 1896—to the Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury 
Department, and ordered to be printed. 

letter from the President of the Board of Managers of the 
National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, announcing the 
death of Gen. George L. Beal, of Maine, a member of the Board 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A letter from the president of the Board of Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting a statement supplemental 
to their letter of the 12th instant, relating to the charges for the 
‘use of telephones—to the Committee on Appropriations, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, sub- 
mitting a detailed statement of the expenditures for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1896, under the appropriations for “ International 
Exchanges,” the “ National Museum,” the “ Astrophysical Observ- 
atory,” the National Zoological Park,” and“ North American 
Ethnology ”—to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. $ 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. BABCOCK, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
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bia, to which was referred a bill and joint resolutions of the fol- 


lowing titles, reported the same, accompanied by reports; which 
sod bil sna reports were referred to the House Calendar, as fol- 
ows, to wit: 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 218) to permit railroads in the 
District to occupy additional of streets to accommodate 
— pas public attending the inaugural ceremonies. (Report 

0. 2335. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 214) authorizing the Secretary of 
War to grant permits to the executive committee on inaugural 
ceremonies for use of reservations or public in city of 
Washington on the occasion of the inauguration of the President- 
elect on 4, 1897, eto. rt No. 2336.) 

The bill (H. R. 9647) to authorize the extension of the lines of 
the M litan Railroad Company, of the District of Columbia, 
(Report No. 2337.) 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. MEREDITH, from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia: The bill (S. 1265) entitled An act for the relief of 
Emmart, Dunbar & Co.” port No. 2334.) y 

By Mr. COX, from the Committee on Claims: The bill (H. R. 
9134) for the relief of Charles T. Plunkett, of Lynchburg, Va. 
(Report No. 2338.) 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Claims was 
di from the consideration of the bill (H. R. 8873) for the 
relief of Clara W. Stagg, widow of Jesse S. Stagg, deceased; and 
the same was referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the follow- 
N were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

y Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9668) defining the status of chil- 
dren born of a marriage between a white man and an Indian 
aD; and for other purposes—to the Committee on Indian 

airs, 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9669) amending the act of August 15, 1894, 
entitled ‘‘An act making appropriations for current and contin- 
gent expenses of the Indian ent,and fulfilling treaties 
and stipulations with various Indian tribes for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1895, and for other purposes to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs 


By Mr. BANKHEAD: A bill (H. R. 9671) to detach the county 
of Marion from the northern division of the northern district of 
Alabama and attach the same to the southern division of said dis- 
trict—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SPARKMAN: A bill (H. R. 9672) making an appropri- 
ation for the poa of urba Bros Key West light-house and 
buoy depot, Key West, Fla.—to Committee on Interstate and 
and Foreign Commerce. : 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9673) making an appro iation for the con- 
struction and building of a light-keeper’s dwelling at Egmont Key 
light station, Florida—to the Committee on Interstate and For- 


eign Commerce. . 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9674) making an appropriation for the pur- 
pos of oe a light station at or near St. Josephs Point, in 
orida—to the Committee on Interstate and For- 


Rent station, Flori 
ign Commerce. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9676) making an appropriation for the pur- 
pae of establishing ran ights to mark the channel over the 

entrance to Choctaw ee Bay, Florida—to the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of California: A bill (H. R. 9677) to provide 
for the reorganization and improvement of the musical service of 
the Army, Navy, Marine , and of the bands at the Military 
and Naval Academies of the United States, and to regulate the 
employment of enlisted men in competition withcivilians—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WRIGHT (by request): A bill (H. R. 9678) to forfeit the 
charters of the Eckington and Soldiers’ Home Railway Company 
and of the Belt Railway Company on failure to equip and put in 

ion the underground electric system. as provided in the act 


operati: 
of June 10, 1896—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
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By Mr. WASHINGTON (byrequest): A bill (H. R. 9679) to fur- 
ther protect the first day of the week as a day of rest in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. MERCER: A bill (H. R. 9680) to authorize judges of 
United States district courts to appoint official stenographers—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DINSMORE: A bill (H. R. 9681) to amend the law defin- 
ing the jurisdiction of the district courts at Fort Smith, Ark., Fort 
Scott, Kans., and Paris, Tex.—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOWERS: A bill (H. R. 9682) to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to employ patrols for forest reservations in 
California—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: A joint resolution (H. Res. 215) extending 
time for compliance b: kington and Soldiers’ Home Railway 
Company and the Belt Railway Company with provisions of 
section 1 of an act entitled an act to extend the routes of said rail- 
way company, etc., approved June 10, 1896—to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BARRETT: A joint resolution (H. Res. 216) to amend 
section 6, Article II, of the Constitution of the United States—to 
the Committee on the J 8 

By Mr. TRUMAN H. ALDRICH: A resolution (House Res. 
No. 448) directing the Secretary of War to furnish a complete set 
of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies to 
each Senator and Member of the present Congress not already enti- 
Kyss by law to receive the same—to the Committee on Appropria- 

ons. 

By Mr. BAILEY: A resolution (House Res. No. 449) authoriz- 
ing and directing the Committee on Naval Affairs to investi 
the facts and circumstances connected with the construction of 
the battle ship Texas—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, porem billsof the following titles 

Wy Me ANDERSON: A bill (H. K. 0688) grantin ion to 
2 : R. gran a pension 

Rachel Waddell, of Newport, Tenn. —to the 83 on Pen- 


sions. 

By Mr. BUCK: A bill (H. R. 9684) for the relief of Amanda 
Owens—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DOCKERY (by request): A bill (H. R. 9685) 8 
pension to Abraham Park- to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCALL of Tennessee: A bill (H. R. 9686) to grant 
honorable discharge to William R. Ferguson, ae Company 
K, Twelfth Regiment Tennessee Cayalry—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MERCER: A bill (H. R. 9687) to pension Margaret Wil- 
ber, of Blair, Nebr.—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9688) to pension Mrs. Esther M. Royce, of 
Omaha, Nebr.—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MILNES: A bill (H. R. 9689) for the relief of Daniel 
E. De Clute—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. NOONAN: A bill (H. R. 9690) granting a pension to 
George G. Vogel—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. OGDEN: A bill (H. R. 9891) for the relief of F. Flovival 
hay of Natchitoches Parish, La.—to the Committee on War 

aims, 

By Mr. OTEY: A bill (H. R. 9692) for the relief of R. L. John- 
son, Dryburg, Va.—to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9693) for the relief of J. W. Chandler, of 
Halifax County, Va.—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. R V: A bill (H. R. 9694) rane a pension to 
Henry Klushman, late private in Company A, Backof's Battery of 
Missouri Artillery Volunteers—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9695) granting a pension to 
Henry H. Grimmett—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9696) granting a pension to John D. Reeds 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. WASHINGTON: A bill (H. R. 9697) for the allowance 
of certain claims for stores and supplies reported by the Court 
of Claims under the provisions of the act approved March 3, 1883, 
orang known as the Bowman Act—to the Committee on War 

aims. 

By Mr. WILLIS: A bill (H. R, 9698) for the relief of Edgar 
Zielian—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. WILSON of New York: A bill (H. R. 9699) for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John Roach, deceased—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: > 

By Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Trades League of Philadel- 
piia, Pa., in favor of a department of trade and commerce—to 


mmittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 


Also, resolutions of the Trades League of Philadelphia, in favor 
of increasing the mail facilities in New York Harbor—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


By Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania: Petition of William French 
and other citizens of Lawsonham, Pa., asking for the recognition 
of Cuban 1 the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BARTLETT of New York: Petition of the Typothets 
of New York City, W. W. Pasko, recording secretary, protesti 
against the passage of House bill No. 4566, amending the pos 
laws relating to second-class matter—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BREWSTER: Resolutions of the Lincoln Club of Mon- 


roe County, N. Y., urging the recognition of the Cubans as bellig- 
erents in their struggle for liberty—to the Committee on Foreign 


By Mr. CROWTHER: Petition of Indian Grove Post, No. 506, 
Department of Missouri, Grand Army of the Republic, asking for 
the of a service-pension law—to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Resolution of the Trades of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., in favor of an appropriation for a mail boat—to the 
Committee on tions. 


propria a 

By Mr. ELLIS: Four petitions of citizens of Gilliam County, 
Oreg., asking 
feited lands— 


for an extension of time in which to pay for for- 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Oreg : e To th speedy 5 cette Nica n Canal 

„ aski ‘or the y construction o icaragua 
to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: Memorial of Church E. Gates & Co. and 
100 other citizensof New York City, requesting Congress to author- 
ize the Secretary of War to contract with Charles Stoughton and 
his associates for the entire work of the Harlem Kills Canal—to 
the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Petition of the General Assembly of the 
United Presbyterian Church, esenting 100,000 members, urg- 
ing the of a bill to prohibit interstate gambling by tele- 
graph—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

o, petition of the General Assembly of the United Presby- 
terian Church, asking the passage of a bill to raise the age of pro- 
tection for girls to 18 years in the District of Columbia and Terri- 
tories—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, paper from Hon. Charles W. Fairbanks, of Indianapolis, 
Ind., urging the consideration of House bill No. 3273, for the classi- 
fication of clerks in first and second class post-offices—to the Com- 
mittee on Rules. 

By Mr. McCLEARY of Minnesota: Resolution of the St. Panl 
(Minn.) Chamber of Commerce, favoring the creation of a depart- 
ment of commerce and manufactures—to the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. MERCER: Resolution of the National Encampment of 
re rime hae en x the Republic 23 ae of protection to the 

erican and against its use for advertising purposes—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. En 

By Mr. OGDEN: Papersrelating to the claim of George Gunney, 
of Natchitoches Parish, La. to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Annie Paul Matthews, of 
Escambia County, Fla.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. RAY: Petition of citizens of the State of Maryland, 
favoring an amendment to the Constitution recognizing the name 
of the Deity—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also,petition of 200 citizens of Elmira, N. V., for the 
of a bill prohibiting interstate gambling by telegraph—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SPERRY: Memorial of Hon. George H. Ford, president 
of the Board of Trade; George B. Martin, general manager of 
Empire and New England Transportation Company; William E. 
Morgan, harbor master, and other prominent citizens, all of New 
Haven, Conn., requesting Congress to authorize the honorable 
Secretary of War to contract with Charles Stoughton and his 
associates for the entire work of the Harlem Kills Canal, New 
York City—to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

Also, resolution of the New York Board of Trade and Trans- 
portation, indorsing House bill No. 3273, for the classification of 
2 7 5 in first and second class post- offices to the Committee on 

ules. 

By Mr. STEW ART of Wisconsin: Resolutions of the Chamber 
of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis.,in favor of a department of com- 
merce—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. WILLIS: Paper to accompany House bill for the relief 
of Edgar Zielian—to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, resolution of the Delaware State Grange, Patrons of Hus- 
bandry, urging the recognition of the Cubans as belligerents in 
their struggle for freedom—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Also, resolutions of the Delaware State Grange, denounci 
trusts and monopolies and approving the remarks of the Presiden’ 


the | in his message upon the subject—to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
WILLIAM Linpsay, a Senator from the State of Kentucky, 
apena in his seat or 
he Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday's pro- 
- ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. HALE, and by unanimous con- 
sent, the further reading was dispensed with. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. HALE. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be 
to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. MILLS. I do not think we ought to adopt that motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the Senator had better postpone the 
motion until later in the day. 

Mr. MILLS. That course would be better. 

Mr. ALDRICH. We have agreed to take the vote on the immi- 
gration bill 3 

Mr. HALE. That vote is to be taken at 4 o’clock to-day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Maine, that when the Senate adjourn 
to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the tenth annual 
Phi pats of the Interstate Commerce Commission; which was 
referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce, and ordered 


to be printed. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. 
one of its clerks, announced that the Speaker of the House 
signed the enrolled joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to pay the offi- 
cers and employees of the Senate and House of Representatives 
their respective salaries for the month of December, 1896, on the 

18th day of said month; and it was thereupon signed by the Vice- 
President. 
DISTRICT CHARITIES AND REFORMATORY INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, in the expiring hours of the last 
session I was named as a member, on the part of the Senate, of a 
joint committee to consider and report upon the charities in the 
Distri ict of Columbia, immediately after which I gave notice that 
I could not serve; but I have not until now formally asked to be 
excused from service upon that committee. I now ask the Senate 
to excuse me from service upon it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and the Senator from Tennessee is excused. 

RIGHTS OF PURCHASERS UNDER MORTGAGE, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1832) to define the 
rights of purchasers under mortgages authorized by an act of 
Congress approved April 20, 1871, concerning the Atlantic and 
Pacific Rai Company; which were read. 

Mr. HILL. I move that the Senate nonconcur in the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives and request a committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

Mr. BERRY. I would rather have the bill printed with the 
amendments. I want to look at theamendments. Let it go over. 

Mr. HILL. I made the motion with a view that the amend- 
ments might be printed. I will include that in my motion, if they 
would not otherwise be printed. ; 

Mr. COCKRELL. I suggest, in accordance with the suggestion 
of the Senator from Arkansas, that the bill be printed as amended 
by the House, so that we may know exactly what has been done, 
and then let the amendments go to a committee of conference. 

Mr. HILL. There is no objection to that course. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, the bill and 
amendments will be printed. The Senator from New York moves 
that the Senate nonconcur in the amendments and request a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
Soest the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. HILL, 

T. PLATT, and Mr. CLARK were appointed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. MURPHY presented the petition of Dr. W. H. Doane, of 
Pittsford, N. Y., praying for the enactment of legislation for the 
relief of the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of the New York Board of Trade and 
Transportation, praying for the paspago of the so-called Torrey 
bankruptcy bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MILLS presented a petition of sundry citizens of Texas, 
praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present a petition of the Chamber of Com- 


merce of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the of a bill provid- 
ing for the inspection of mops at ports of debarkation by a 
medical officer of the United States. is petition prays for the 


passage of a bill different from the one now pending in the Senate, 
and I move that it be referred to the Committee on Immigration. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation 
providing for the reorganization of the consular and diplomatic 
alters which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 

ons. 

Fe = presented = pene of 9 8 i McConnels- 
e, Ohio, praying for the passage of the so ingley tariff 
bill; which was 5 to the Committee on Finance. ES 

He also presented a petition of 1,050 citizens of Washington 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the enactment of a Sunday-rest 
law for the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, 

He also presented a petition of 1,050 citizens of Washington 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation to 
prevent the nullification of State antigambling laws; which was 
referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of 1,050 citizens of Washington 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation rais- 
ing the age of consent in the District of Columbia; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of 1,050 citizens of Washington 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation to 
prohibit the transportation of obscene matter from State to State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


He also presented a petition of 1,050 citizens of Washington 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation to 
forbid the mails to papers publishing details of suicides; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of 1,050 citizens of Washington 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation to 
substitute voluntary industrial arbitration for railway strikes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of 1,050 citizens of Washington 
Court-House, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation for 
the appointment of an im commission to investigate the 
labor problem and to suggest a solution; which was referred to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. - 

He also presented sundry petitions of citizens of Barlow, Bart- 
lett, and 9 all in the State of Ohio, praying for the adop- 
tion of an amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
recognizing the Deity; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Jeremiah Sullivan, of St. 
Paul, Minn., praying for the enactment of legislation relieving 
him from the charge of desertion; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. , 

He also presented a petition of the Upper Mississippi River 
Pilots’ Association, praying for the construction of a breakwater 
near Pepin, on Tato epin, Upper Mississippi; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented resolutions adopted at a meeting of 2,500 citi- 
zens of Minneapolis, Minn., favoring the extension of Govern- 
ment aid and sympathy to the suffering Armenians and Cubans; 
which were referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of 10 depositors of the Freed- 
man’s Savings Bank of the city of Washington, D. C., praying 
Congress to appropriate sufficient money to recompense them for 
the losses they sustained by the failure of that bank; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of Maryland Council, No. 2, Junior 
Order United American Mechanics, of Baltimore, Md’, number- 
ing 308 members, praying that the so-called Lodge bill to restrict 
immigration, and now pending in the Senate, be passed; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. QUAY presented a petition of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the enactment of legis- 
lation prohibiting the sale of liquor in the United States Capitol; 
88 vee referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 

rounds. 

He also presented a petition of the Trades League of Philadel- 
phia, Pa., praying for the establishment of a department of com- 
merce; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MORRILL presented a petition of the wool merchants of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., praying for the 2 of the so-called 
Dingley tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee on 

nance. 

Mr, CLARK presented a petition of sundry citizens of Evans- 
ton, Wyo., praying for the enactment of legislation for the relief 
of the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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Mr. HAWLEY presented a petition signed by D. A. Rood, 
United States Hotel, Hartford; C. C. Goodrich, of the Hartford 
and New York Transportation Company; Smith, Northam & Co., 
and sundry other citizens of Hartog Voms praying Congress 
to authorize the Secretary of War to contract with Charles 
Stoughton and his associates for the entire work of the Harlem 
Kills Canal, New York City; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. ALLEN. I present a preamble and resolutions Popta by 
the central committee of the Democratic party of Cook County, 
III., which I send to the desk, and, being short, I ask that they 
may be read and referred. PA 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as indicated. 

Mr. PLATT. What was the request? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Nebraska will 
please 2 his request. - $ 

Mr. LEN. They are resolutions adopted by the centralcom- 
mittee of the Democratic party of Cook County, Ill. They are 
very brief and very important, as I view it, and I ask that they 
may be read and appropriately referred. s 

Mr. PLATT. Resolutions of all political bodies before the 
country are important, I suppose, but I do not think we ought to 
put them in the RECORD. 

Mr. ALLEN. If the Senator objects, I will take the resolutions 
and see that they get into the RECORD at the proper time. 

The VICE-P. IDENT. Are there further petitions and me- 
morials? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I present the petitions of James Arrington 
and 31 other citizens of Cherokee County, Ala.; of H. D. Wright and 
28 other citizens of Covington County, Ala.; of J. S. Harper and 37 
other citizens of Cherokee County, Ala.; of R. T. Ewing and 
46 other citizens of Cherokee County, Ala.; of W. M. Wilson and 40 
other citizens of Cherokee County, Ala.; of J. T. Bradford and 
46 other citizens of Clarke County, Ala.; of T. B. Bolen and 89 
other citizens of Clarke County, Ala.; of S. J. Barker and 53 
other citizens of Clarke County, Ala.; of John A. Milner and 62 
other citizens of Dekalb County, Ala.; of T. J. Whalen and 70 
other citizens of Talladega County, Ala.; and of W. A. Smith and 
20 other citizens of Dale County, Ala., setting out at full length 
that by reason of the system of election that exists in the State of 
Alabama there is nolawful State government there elected by the 

ple, and that Alabama has not really at this time a republican 
Prai of government. í 

These petitions are in aid of the resolution presented by the Sen- 
ator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN], which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections and reported favorably, and is 
now upon the 9 The prayer of the petition is that Con- 

ess will endeavor to secure a republican form of government in 
Titania As the resolution is now upon the Calendar, I ask that 
these petitions may be received and laid on the table. 

. Mr. ALLEN. I beg to correct the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. The resolution was brought up and voted on and defeated 
at the last session of Con i 

Mr. CHANDLER. I think the Senator is mistaken about the 
defeat of the resolution. : 

Mr. AL . The resolution was defeated, having received 6 
votes on the other side of the Chamber. 5 

Mr. CHANDLER, I think that was on some motion to take it 
up, or some—— 

Mr. ALLEN. No. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I remember, Mr. President, it was di 
of in some way by reason of an indiscreet speech made by the 
mover of the resolution, attributing motives to Senators upon this 
side of the Chamber which did not exist. I had forgotten that. 
But the resolution can be taken up at any time and acted upon. 

Mr. ALLEN. I beg to correct the Senator from New p- 
shiręe again. There was nothing said by the Senator from Nebraska 
respecting the motive inspiring the breasts of Senators on the other 
side until after the resolution was determined. I may aed how- 
ever, in this connection, that I had a grave suspicion before the 
resolution was voted upon that it never would be acted upon in 
good faith by the other side of the Chamber with the exception of 
a few Senators. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I repeat, that the Senator managed his res- 
olution badly, and I leave the case there. But it is not beyond 
the hope of resurrection, if the Senator will now aid me in getting 
it up again and will present it tothe Senate for a vote under more 
favorable conditions than he selected in bringing it up at the last 
session. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petitions will lie on the table. 

Mr. THURSTON. I present a petition of sundry sheep raisers 
of Nebraska, praying for the passage of the Dingley tariff bill. 
I ask that it be referred to the Committee on Finance for post- 


mortem consideration. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred as indi- 


cated. 
Mr. HALE presented a petition of sundry citizens of Portland, 


Me., praying for the enactment of legislation for the relief of the 
suffering Armenians in Turkey; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a memorial of the Maine Medical Association, 
remonstrating against the pace ee of Senate bill No. 1552, for the 


further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Colum- 
bia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the town council of Falls Church, 
Va., praying that authority be given the Washington, Arlington 
and Falls Church Electric Railway to enter the District of Colum- 
bia by way of the Aqueduct Bridge; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Manufacturers’ Club of 
Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BACON presented a petition of the Board of Trade of 
Brunswick, Ga., praying that steps be taken to provide proper 
fortifications for the defense of the port of Brunswick; which was 
referred to the Committee on Coast Defenses. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 

Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6608) to remove the charge of 
desertion from the military record of George W. Taylor, reported 
it with an amendment, and submitted a rt thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2379).to remove the charge of desertion from the military 
record of George W. Taylor, reported adversely thereon; and the 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2328) for the relief of Patrick Rainey, reported it with an 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2259) for the relief of William B. Ellis, reported it with an 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. SEWELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 3139) for the relief of M. R. William 
gebe, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 

ereon. 

Mr. WALTHALL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2618) ting honorable dis- 
charge to Andrew V. Sende, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. . 

Mr. PETTIGREW, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
whom were referred two amendments submitted by himself on 
the 14th instant, intended to be 8 to the Indian appropri- 
ation bill, favorably thereon, and moved that they be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations and printed; which 
was agreed to. 7 
Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3303) to authorize the construction by the Kan- 
sas City, Shreveport and Gulf Railroad sampano a bridge 
across the Sabine River between the States of Louisiana and 
Texas, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported an 
amendment intended to be proposed to the sundry civil appropria- 
tion bill; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GEAR, from the Committee on Pacific Railroads, submit- 
ted a Py so to accompany the bill (S. 3080) authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to effect an adjustment between the United 
States and the Sioux City and Pacific Railway Company in rela- 
tion to certain bonds issued by the United States in aid of the con- 
struction of said railway, reported from that committee on the 
6th of way last. 

Mr. PERKINS, from the Committee on Education and Labor 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 3227) to provide a home for aged 
and infirm colored people, reported it with amendments, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. STEWART introduced a bill (S. 3424) for the relief of 
Capt. George W. Goethals; which was read twice by its title, and, 
withthe accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BATE (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3425) granting a 
pension to James M. Kercheval; which was read twice byits title, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. QUAY introduced a bill (S. 8426) to authorize the Union 
Railroa octane. to construct and maintain a bridge across the 
Monongahela River; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3427) granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Tobias Baney; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3428) granting a pension to Eunice 
Parke Detweiler; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 8429) granting a pension to William 
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Allen; which was read twice its title, and, with the accom- 
panying paper, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

r. DAVIS introduced a bill (S. 3430) amending chapter 304 of 
the laws of 1876, entitled An act to provide for the appointment 
of commissioners for taking affidavits, etc., for the courts of the 
United States,” passed August 15, 1876; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOAR introduced a bill (S. 3431) for the erection of a pub- 
lic building at Plymouth, Mass.; which was read twice by its title, 
and, with the accom: ying paper, referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Groun 

Mr. PETTIGREW introduced a bill (S. $432) to regulate and 
reduce the rates of fares for carrying upon the street 
railways in the city of Washington; which was twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. TURPIE introduced a bill (S. 3433) granting an increase 
med pennin to Joseph B. Sellers; which was read twice by its title, 
= , with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. CALL introduced a bill (S. 3434) to increase the ion of 
Martha M. McCall, widow of William Wallace M a soldier 
of the Mexican war; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3435) to amend section 554 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3436) to amend section 597 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (S. 3437) to regu- 
late the taking of proofs and filings in certain land cases; which 
beg Sear A YEE by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3438) for the relief of Albert C. 
Brown; which selon read ee its title, sig a the accom- 
panyin referred to the ittee on Claims. 

Mr. GORMAN introduced a bill (S. 8439) to authorize the 
Washington and Glen Echo Railroad Company to obtain a right 
of way and construct tracks into the ict of Columbia 600 
feet; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

He also introduced a- bill (S. 3440) for the relief of the 1 
representatives of Lieut. Francis Ware, deceased, of the Revolu- 
tionary war; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. LINDSAY introduced a bill (S. 3441) for the relief of 
Merril Denham; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. : 

Mr. KYLE introduced a bill (S. 3442) to protect citizens of the 
United States engaged in labor in foreign countries, and to increase 
the efficiency of domestic labor; which was read twice byits title, 
and refe to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. CALL introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 176) appropri- 
‘ating $10,000 for the relief of the destitute sufferers from the 
cyclone in October last in the State of Florida; which was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I move the reference of the joint 
resolution to the Committee on Appropriations, and pending the 
motion I desire to accompany it with a very brief statement. 

Last fall a cyclone and tidal wave ched the coast of Flor- 
ida and a wind storm perhaps 15 or 20 miles in width over 
the entire breadth of the State. It destroyed all the farms, blew 
down all the timber, destroyed all the turpentine farms, destroyed 
the crops, and left the people in that part of the State in entire 
destitution. 

Contributions have been made liberally from the different soci- 
eties, corporations, and individuals of State, and some from 

abroad. There are still a large number of persons without houses 
to live in, without seed to plant for the coming year, without 
means of removing the fallen timber from their fields, and in a 
state of great d tion. The legislature does not meet until 
April, and that will be too late to enable them to plant their crops 
and work their farms for the coming year. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be referred 
to the Committee on 9 7 
Mr. MORGAN introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 177) to 
amend section 1 of the act 5 June 10, 1896, chapter 395, 
relating to the Eckington and Soldiers’ Home Railway Company; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 
Ue iiyaa omaia an Aroana MANE Soret e d 
i sundry civil a; iation bill; which was re 
to the Committee on OONN TOETA to be printed. 
Mr. HAWLEY submitted an amendment beaa to be pro- 


posed by him to the fortifications appropriation bill: which was 
ref to the Committee on Military irs, and ordered to be 


printed. 
INTRODUCTION OF REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 


Mr. TELLER submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to transmit to the 
Senate the report of Dr. Sheldon Jackso: the introduction omes- 
tie reindeer into the District of Alaska for 1500.” „ wa 

ORIGINAL DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA TERRITORY. 


Mr. McMILLAN submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to; 
Whereas the United States has acquired large holdings of land 
the south bank of the Potomac River in that portion of the State of Vügiais 
y Senet within the District of Columbia; and 
hereas ed ie to build a memorial bridge across said river to con- 
nect the city of Ar Cemetery; and 
Whereas United S roads from the Aqueduct 
, instructed to 
the 22 Holding of the United 
ormer limits of the District of 
ceded that State to the 


as is now embraced in the 


THE MILITIA AND THE ARMY, 

Mr. HAWLEY. CECT 
be convenient after the holidays I ask the Senate to consider 
the bill (S. 2849) to promote efficiency of the militia and the 
bill (S. 2202) to reorganize the line of the Army, ete. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT NEWPORT, KY. 


the 

mined; fourthly, t is necessary 

ment exclusive {urtediction over either the amen 5 
— — in the District of Columbia 


or a part of such territory 
State of 


3 recess to locate the site. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information. 
The read the bill (H. R. 9472) to amend chapter 111 


Secretary 
of the acts of the third session of the Fifty-third Co: „and, by 
unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to its consideration. 
The bill was reported to theSenate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMAIS, 


Mr. GALLINGER. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (S. 1552) for the further prevention of 
cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I would rather that bill would not come u 
this morning. It will lead to some discussion, and I have receiv 
some remonstrances against it. I hope it will not come up in 

i ing hour. I have no objection to its consideration, but 
I hope it will lie over until after the recess. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The Senator would not object to unani- 
mous consent after the morning hour, if I get an opportunity to 
ask consent? Is not that the Senator’s position? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh, after the recess. I am perfectly willing 
for it to come up after the recess. I do not know about agreeing 
that it shall come up by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HARRIS. In the morning hour. 

Mr. COCKRELL. In the morning hour, I would be reason- 
able about it, but I should dislike to promise that I would give 
unanimous consent in the morning hour, because something else 
might be brought up that Iwould prefer to bave considered. But 

y I have not had time to look into this measure since I have 
received the remonstrances against it, and I was not expecting it 
to come up just at this time. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I had intended to move to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill if objection should be made, but of course 
J always want to be extremely courteous to the Senator from Mis- 
souri, as he is always courteous to me. If the Senator wishes the 
bill to go over until after the recess, the misfortune on my part is 
that I shall not be here for nearly a month after the recess. If 
the Senator would endeavor to look into the bill between now and 
to-morrow, I should seek an opportunity to get consideration for it 


Mr. HAWLEY. We have agreed to adjourn until Monday. 
Mr. GALLINN GER. I understand that we are to adjourn from 
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to-day until Monday. I shall have to accede, of course, to the 
request of the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I am very much obliged to the Senator. 

SABINE RIVER BRIDGE. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I ask the unanimous consent of the Sen- 
ate to place upon its passage the bill (S. 3303) to authorize the 
construction by the Kansas City, Shreveport and Gulf Railroad 
Company of a bridge across the Sabine River, between the States 
of Louisiana and Texas. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the order of business? . 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Iwill state that the bill was reported this 
morning favorably from the Committee on Commerce by the Sena- 
tor from Missouri [Mr. VEst]. It does not appear upon the Cal- 
endar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information. 


The Secretary read the bill; and, by unanimous consent, the 
Senate, as in C ittee of the Whole, proceeded to its considera- 
tion. 


_ The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ADMISSION OF NEW MEXICO. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Calendar under Rule VIII is in 
order. The first case will be stated. 2 

The bill (S. 1544) to enable the people of New Mexico to form 
@ constitution and State government, and to be admitted into the 
Union on an equal footing with the original States, wasannounced 
as first in order. 

Mr. HALE. That A 9 to 1 over, Mr. President. 

The VICE-PRESID e bill will be passed over. 

READJUSTMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF ARMY OFFICERS. 

The bill (S. 2570) to authorize meting baw eae of the accounts 
of army officers who were graduates of West Point Military Acad- 
emy was ered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 
the Secretary of the Treasury, by his accounting officers, on appli- 
cation being made by any e or his legal resentative, an 
officer or ex-officer of the United States Army and a graduate of 
West Point, to readjust his accounts previously settled and paid 
under an erroneous construction of law as subsequently declared 
by the Supreme Court of the United States, and to pay any bal- 
ance which may be found due in accordance with the law appli- 
cable thereto as construed by the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the cases of Captains Morton and Watson against the 
United States. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There is an amendment which should have 
been offered to that bill, which the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. 
Davis] had in charge. It is in line 7, after the words“ West 
Point,” to insert ‘‘or who, being an enlisted man at the time of 
such commission, has been commissioned as an officer in the Reg- 
ular Army.” I move that amendment. < 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. , 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

MAJ. WILLIAM M. MAYNADIER. 

The bill (S. 1781) for the relief of Maj. William M. Maynadier, 
a paymaster in the United States Army, was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to pay to William M. Maynadier 

726.50, the amount 2 by him into the Treasury of the United 

tates in liquidation of a deficiency in his accounts as paymaster 
at Prescott, Ariz., caused by robbery committed by his clerk, 
D. D. Chandler, at Prescott, April 3, 1876, as shown by the finding 
and report of a board of inquiry appointed by General Kautz, 
commanding that ppt hag tment, to investigate the circum- 
stances of the loss; and also the further sum of $100 paid by him 
for the arrest of Chandler, the restoration of both sums having 
been recommended by the board of inquiry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 
PROPOSED RESTRICTION OF IMMIGRATION. 

Mr. LODGE. Mr. President, in accordance with notice yester- 
day given by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER], 
I now move to take up the immigration bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of 
the Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7864) to 
amend the immigration laws of the United States. 

Mr. PALMER. I desire to inquite whether the amendment I 
proposed a few days ago is still pending—to strike out the word 
tt fourteen” and insert *‘ twenty-one?” ask the status of that 
amendment at the present time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that the amen¢- 
ment submitted by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL] 
is pending. After that is disposed of the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois will be considered. 


| tion of the po Sane 
Mr. QUAY. There is an important public bill on the Calendar that point not 


to which I think there is no objection. It is Order of Business 
628, and was reported by the Senator from California [Mr. PER- 


KINS}, from the Committee on Education and Labor, I should 
be greatly obliged to the Senator from Massachusetts if he would 
per miie mie to colt up that bill and have it passed. I think it will 
ead to no debate. 

Mr. LODGE. I make no objection if there is to be no debate, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read, subject to 
iy a 3 

e Secretary proceeded to read the bill (H. R. 9188) authoriz- 
ing the appointment of a nonpartisan commission to collate 
information and to consider and recommend legislation to meet 
the problems presented by labor, agriculture, and capital, but 
before concluding was interrupted by 

Mr. ALDRIC. Is it asked that this bill shall be considered 
by unanimous consent? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. TheSenator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 

UAY] asks unanimous consent for the present consideration of 

e 
‘ ä I think it had better go over until after the 

0 S. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection being interposed, the bill 
will goover. The immi ion bill is before the Senate, the pend- 
ing amendment bein, t submitted by the Senator from New 
eee ph; SEWELL], which will be stated. 

Mr, PASCO, I thought the amendment offered by the Senator 
from, Missouri [Mr. Vest] was pending—to strike out the word 
éi e.” 

Mr. SEWELL. If the Senator from Florida will allow me, I 
will offer the amendment, with a change in its phraseology. It 
may not be practical as it stands, and I desire to put it in di t 

an N 
The. sap erica T. Theamendment will be stated. after 


I In line 9, on page 3, after the word ‘‘lan- 
guage,” in the committee amendment, it is proposed to strike out: 

Except that an person, not so able to read and write, who is the par- 
ent or grundparent of an admissible t may accompany or be sent 
for by such immigrant. 

And insert: 

But an admissible tover such 
him or send firs Wile oe os nt or 
child, notwithstanding the bility 
aforesaid. 

So that if so amended the clause will read: 

All persons over 14 years of age who can not read and write the lan 
of their native country or some other lan but an admissible im: t 
over such of 14 years, may bring in with him or send for his wife ot oo 
ent or grandparent or minor child or grandchild, notwithstanding the 
bility of such relative to read an 


ago of 14 years may bring in with 
parent or minor child or grand- 
such relative to read and write as 


d write as aforesaid. 

Mr. PASCO. I understand this is the language I suggested to 
the Senator from New Jersey. nia 

Mr. LODGE. Iunderstand that is the amendment the Senator 
showed me, and I make no objection to it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
submitted by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LODGE. The next amendment is the amendment offered 
by the Senator from a ee 3 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. e amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Missouri will be stated. 

3, after the word all,“ it 


The SECRETARY. In line 7, on page 
is 1 to insert the word male.” 

Mr. VEST. With the consent of the Senate, I will withdraw 
the amendment I offered. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is thereobjection? TheChair hears 
none, and the amendment is withdrawn. 

Mr. VEST. I move to strike out the word “fourteen ” where 
it occurs and insert ‘‘ sixteen,” so as to make the age at which or 
above which a party can come into the United States as an iinmi- 


grant 1 8 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Missouri will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In line7 of the committee amendment, after 
the word over,“ it is proposed to strike ont “fourteen” and 
insert sixteen;“ so as to read: 

All persons over 16 years of age who can not read and write, etc. 

Mr. PALMER. If in order, I move to amend the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri by striking out the word “ fourteen” 
and inserting ‘‘ twenty-one.” 

Mr. LODGE. I understand the amendment of the Senator from 
Ilinois is to raise the age to 21 rs. Am I correct? é 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. e Chair so understands the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. LODGE. I merely desire to say, as I said the other day, 
that I regard that amendment as almost equivalent to a destruc- 

of the bill, and I trust that carrying the age to 
pass. I do not desire to discuss it. 
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Mr. PALMER. Mr. President, I beg to say that the effect of 
this bill, if the word fourteen” is retained, will be to practically 
separate families. Now, it may happen that a father may be able 
to read and write as required by the bill, and it may Happen that 

e 


the family will consist of male persons who have passed age of 
14 and are yet under the age of 21. The effect would be that the 
father who could read might himself be admitted into this coun- 
try, and his children under 14 years of age might be admitted, but 
that the proper officers would be compelled to reject such of his 
children as were between the ages of 14 and 21. AsIsaid on a for- 
mer occasion, in most countries, especially in the countries from 
which we derive most of our institutions, the age of majority of 
children is 21, and the condition of pupilage continues until the 
age of 21. 

This bill as it now stands would present this remarkable state 
of facts, that the father himself being able to read and write, as 
required by the bill, his children under 14 years of age might be 
admitted, but his children over 14 years of age and under 21, mem- 
bers of his family, for whose care and maintenance he would be 
responsible b e laws of all civilized countries, could not be 
admitted, and he would be compelled either to return with the 
whole family or he would be compelled to permit the return of his 
children between those ages to the country from which they came. 
In the family relation of a man of fair intelligence the nurture and 

ntal care of the father over his children, in my judgment, would 
be worth more than mere ee I assume that the law 
now forbids the admission into this country of immoral persons. 
The law is familiar to members of the Senate. Now, the remark- 
able state of the case would be that the father, although qualified 
for admission under this law and all the statutes on the subject, 
would be compelled either to break iS his family or return with 
his family to the country from which they came. 

Such a co: uence ought to be avoided in any bill passed by 
the American Congress. It ought not to be because if we 
assume that the father has the n qualifications of 

ission, and for reasons of either poverty or neglect, as the case 
may be—poverty might be supposed to be the reason—the father 
has been unable to educate his children, and he p to intro- 
duce them into this country, not 21 yet, but 15, 16, 17, 18, all years 
of parental care, he would be compelled under those circumstances 
to abandon the control of them, and compelled to abandon the 
advantages for which he may have brought his children to this 
country, the benefit of our free schools, I will not and can not, 
in my view of this case, consent to such a provision as would com- 
pel the father of an 5 ing all the qualifications 
required by our laws, to abandon his children between 14 and 21 
ears of age, to give them up, and either return them to his native 
tend, where there would be no provision made for their care, or 
himself to return, he being permitted by this proposed statute to 
himself enter the country and bring with him all his children 
under 14 years of age, but those who are between those he 
would be necessarily compelled to abandon or to abandon his ope 
the hope that might have inspired his desire to emigrate to thi 
country. This view of the case seems to me to be absolutely con- 
clusive on this subject. 

I know the Senator said a few days ago that young men came 
to this country and may return. I believe where young men have 
sufficient 5 and energy to emigrate from hata: i coun- 
tries to the United States, the mere spirit of adventure which dic- 
tates that migration furnishes an evidence that they are them- 
8 good citizens, bad citizens being excluded by our existing 

aws. . 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I wish theattention of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois a moment in order that I may ask him whether the 
troublewhich he has stated is not entirely obviated bythesuggestion 
which Imade the other day, that it will require only afew months’ 
delay on the part of the father and the mother in coming here with 
children to enable them to instruct their children how to read and 
write either the English lan or their nativelanguage? Does 
the Senator realize that this bill is no hardship upon his own state- 

ment of the case, because it can only exclude the children of this 
father and mother and delay them for a period of time sufficient to 
enable them to educate those children? Take the case of a father 
and mother, say 40 years of age. The law requires that that father 
and mother shall read and write, and the Senator does not propose 
to change that requirement. Now, here is a father and mother 
who can read and write, the parents of a estas os Italy or in Eng- 
land. They want to come to this country. ey have children 
between the ages of 16 and 21 who can not read or write. They 
ought to have had their children taught to read and write, but 
they find that when they desire to come to this country they have 
not so taught them. Now, I ask the Senator if it is a hardship 
which would make him wish to amend this bill simply to say to 
that father and mother: *‘ You can read and write; and now before 
coming to America you wait until your children can read and 
write your own language.” That is my answer to the Senator 
from Illinois, as it was my answer to the Senator from Missouri 
the other day, 


This is a mild bill; it is a weak bill, in the opinion of many of 
us, because it does not go far enough. It does nothing in the 
world but detain abroad in their own countries for a sufficient 
length of time the persons who want to come here so that the 
may obtain the simplest rudiments of education, to wit, the read- 
ing and writing of their own language. f 

. President, this bill has been purposely made mild in order 
that it may receive the support of members of all political par- 
ties, and with the . it would go through the Senate with- 
out any objection m any quarter, in accordance with the 
pl of both the great political ties of the country. I am 
confident the Senator from Illinois, who I know is astute in 
debate, acute in limitations and definitions, and strong in argu- 
ment, will be unable to answer this argament. 

. PALMER. Mr. President, the remark of the Senator from 
New Hampshire goes upon the assumption that the father and 
mother have the means of educating their children and that they 
have the opportunity of doing so. It means that they will know 
what the laws of the United States are in that respect; it means an 
indefinite delayin the matter of emigration. My own observation 
is that emigration very often is the result of necessity or the result 
of an ambitious and earnest spirit and desire for the well-being of 
ee Henn fg oh I canes 8 assuming ig the law is 

in force which excludes improper persons, for a regula- 
tion like this, aside from its injustice. 

I believe in the right of triation. I believe in the right of 
emigration. I believe that this world was made by the Almighty, 
and that these attempts at N the movements of good peo- 

le are wrong. admit the right of any Government to exclude 
m its borders persons of bad character, persons addicted to 
crime, dangerous persons of all classes, but I want to say that I 
have no idea in the world that the class of persons whom it is 
really desirable to exclude from the country will be affected by 
this bill. I understand the da: ‘ous Classes more generally read 
and write than the classes which are not so dangerous. I claim, 
however, the right of any n of good character and industrious 
habits to come into the United States at his pleasure, and bring 
with him his wife and his children. I believe in that right. 
While I would consent to any other limitation aside from that of 
good character and industrious habits, still I would not consent 
to the separation of families which this bill would necessarily 


uce. 

The Senator says let them wait a while. Itis not always easy 
for the ms who wish to come to the United States to wait. 
It would be, whatever else may be said about it, an exclusion of 
those who are illiterate, persons who have every other merit than 
the merit of literacy. Such persons itis the purpose by this act 
to exclude, and to impose no other requirement than that they 
shall read and write. I feel that, while the proposition of the 
Senator is plausible, it has no merit whatever, no foundation in 
justice or reason. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Iam sorry the Senator from Illinois does 
not recognize the merit of my r I will ask the Senator 
a question. Suppose a father and mother, who can read and write, 
in order to come to this country from a foreign country, have 
bright children between the of 16 and 21—how long does the 
Senator think it would take the father and mother to teach those 
children to read and write? The Senator says they have not the 
means to doit. They havein the family the personal ability to 
doit. Now, Iask the Senator how long it would take the father 
and mother to qualify those children to come over with them, and 
if they can and write, which is what we propose to require, 
and have children between the ages of 16 and 21 whom they have 
not taught to read and write, is it not a very useful and whole- 
some law for us to say to them by our statute, by our notice to 
them before they come, that they have neglected a duty, which 
duty they shall fulfill before they take pat for this land of liberty 
and intelligence? I think the Senator will see that it is a very 
slight requirement which is imposed in this case, and that the 
Senator ought not to insist upon his amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to observe that this is not really so 
important a matter as it seems, for it is almost never that you 
would find two parents, father and mother, both able to read and 
write and their children unable to do so. Once in a very great 
while it may happen, but that is not the rule in such matters. 

Mr. LODGE. hope we may have a vote on the amendment, 
and I trust it will be defeated. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment submitted by the Senator from Illinois | Mr. PALMER] 
to the amendment of the Senator from Missouri . VEST]. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question recurs upon agreeing _ 
to the amendment submitted by the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. MORGAN. What is the amendment? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In line 7, it is proposed to strike out ‘‘four- 
teen” and insert in lieu thereof the word ‘‘sixteen;” so as to reads 


All persons over 16 years of age who can read and write, eto. 
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Mr. VEST. I understand there is no opposition to that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. LODGE. I make no objection to it. I would rather have 
it fourteen,“ but I will not press the point. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment submitted by the Senator from Missouri. 

The amendment was agreed to. 8 

Mr. MORGAN. Is there any other amendment pending now? 

Mr. HILL. The Senator from West Virginia Per. ELKO S] 
offered an amendment the other day. ; 

Mr. MORGAN. [ offer an amendment which I think the com- 
mittee will accept. y 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair calls attention to the fact 
that the amendment offered by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. 
SEWELL], which has been eed to, will have to be changed in 
one part. The Secretary read that portion of the amend- 
ment, and the Senate can take such action as it desires. 

The SECRETARY. The amendment of the Senator from New 
Jersey reads as follows: - 

But an admissible immigrant over such age of 14 years, etc. 

Mr. LODGE. If there is no objection, I ask that that may be 
changed so as to conform to the amendment just made. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, That course be pursued, if there 
be no objection. 

Mr. MORGAN. Now let my amendment be stated. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Alabama will be stated. 4s 

The SECRETARY. Add as an additional section the following: 

apply to persons arri in the United States from an 

port or plaoo in the ia ad of Guba: Provided, That such persons have Sad 

ore m islan 

Mr. LODGE. Imake no objection to the amendment, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. PLATT. Why should we make a distinction as to coun- 


tries? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Can we do it under the treaties? > 

Mr. PLATT. If we are going to restrict the immigration from 
one country and not restrict it from another country with these 
conditions, it seems to me there should be some lanation at 
least. Iam notsurenow that it would not interfere with the most- 
favored-nation clause in treaties. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I should like to ask the Senator from Ala- 
bama whether, from the considerations which influence him and 
which appeal to me in this case, if we are to admit Cubans with- 
out this qualification, we would not also be bound from motives 
of humanity to make an exception in favor of the Armenians. 
Now they are coming to our doors. They are not able to come 
in under existing law. Some of them are sent back. Can we 
open our doors through special statutes to all the oppressed peo- 

es of the earth or make exceptions in their behalf to ouz general 
eee as to the admission of immigrants? I suggest to the tor 
from Alabama whether we can do that wisely. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, in undertaking to provide for 
the refugees driven from the Island of Cuba by cruelties which 
we all recognize, and which the President’s message fully states 
and portrays, I confined myself to their case because I did not 
know how to formulate a general rule for the admission of refu- 
gees from Armenia or from any other country where persecutions 
may prevail. 

It has been the theory of our Government in regard to immi- 
gration, as I understand it, that we open the doors of hospitality 
to all the citizens of the nations of the earth where they feel that 
they are oppressed in their own country. This isa welcome home 
to the oppressed, as I understand, and perhaps that feature of the 
bill may be in conflict with those provisions. I have no desire at 
this time to make a criticism of t sort. But the demand, on 
the ground of humanity, is so obvious in respect of Cuba at this 
moment of time that we can not pass the pending bill as it is with- 
out doing violence to those instincts which cause us to welcome 
to our shores the refugees from the most tyrannical of all oppres- 
sors, for the safety of their lives as well as for other reasons. 

This bill turns an immigrant back at the seaboard and requires 
him to be able to read the Constitution of the United States from 
selected slips. Of course he has to be familiar with the whole 
instrument in order to read it. He must read it in some language, 
either his own or some other. Very likely the Constitution of the 
United States has never been transla into many of the lan- 
guages which are prominent in Christendom; therefore, of course 
aman would find more difficulty in educating himself at home on 
the subject of the Constitution of the United States and in attain- 
ing the ability to read the peculiar idiom that is found in the tech- 
nical expressions in that very important and peculiar instrument. 
So I thought we would not do any wrong to any human being or 
to any nation in the world, or to the favored-nation clause in a 
treaty with any 8 in the world, by making this excep- 
tion in favor of Cuba. 


We can not afford, Mr. President, to turn back a Cuban who 
escapes from that island now, and say that he shall not put his 
foot on this shore. After he has attempted to flee from that coun- 
try we can not afford to return him to the merciless grasp of the 
men whom he hasescaped. Icould goover a number of instances 
personally known to me where that sort of restriction would be 
extremely cruel, unjust, and un-American. I do not believe, of 
course, that this would be making a discrimination as to the 
favored-nation clause against any nation in the world. If it 
would, that is sufficient reason for an act of Con toabolish the 
favored-nation clause, which I think ought to abolished any- 
how, out of all the treaties we have. That would be reason enough. 
But how can any enlightened nation in the world, when she is 
inflicting upon ae ina time of public, general insurrection, 
if you please to it such, the terrible e and consequences 
that are visited 2 the Cubans, complain that we have provided 
in advance that those people shall have refuge in America if they 
choose to come here? -> 

I do not see how any nation could make complaint, nor do I see 
that it would be in the slightest degree just if it should be made. 
On the contrary, a nation who would make a complaint of. that 
kind would subject herself to criticism that ought to abolish her 
from the family of nations. Would Turkey be heard if she were 
to complain, in the event that we pass the proposed statute, that 
the Armenians who have fied from her borders are not allowed 
the same privileges that Cubans are? Certainly not. Would 
England or France complain because we unde toextend hos- 
pitality to the Cubans or Armenians? Certainly not. So the 
question is immaterial, and we can make this exception in favor 
of Cuba without in the slightest degree -interfering with any of 
our foreign relations or the general clause about the most favored 
nation. A nation can not be considered as being favored by-hay- 
ing an opportunity to prevent its people from coming to our shores 
when the persecutions that drive them here are of such a charac- 
ter as those which exist in Cuba or Armenia. 

That is my reason for introducing the amendment, and not to 
make a discrimination. ; 

Mr. LODGE. Mr. President 

Mr. HOAR. Will my colleague allow me to make as tion? 
It seems to me it is unwise to accomplish the purpose the tor 
from Alabama has in mind, which everybody who knows him will 
be assured is a humane and wise purpose, by a general provision 
of this kind. I think my coll ə will see that it is hardly wise 
to exempt persons from this entire bill by ent legislation 
merely on the ground of the place from which they come, so that 
sny ignorans pions any eee person, if they are affected by 
this act and no e previous or any pauper coming from 
Cuba will be admitted. : 

Now, what I should like to suggest to my honorable friend the 
Senator from Alabama, and to my colleague, would be a provi- 
sion like this: 

That the President of the United States,” or the Secretary of 
State, or whatever public official should have the diseretion—I 
think the President of the United States probably, if it is to be 
permanent through all time may in his discretion provide for 
the admission of any immigrants who are flying from war or 
political op ion abroad on being satisfied that they-are per- 
sons of good character, seeking an asylum here in good faith.” 

Perhaps my lan is not accurate enough, but I should my- 
self like such a provien very much better than the Senator’s 
amendment, applicable to a particular district of country and 
excepting persons coming from that district of country for all 
time from all the constraints of the act. 


Mr. MORGAN. Ishould like to say a few words to the senior 
Senator from Massachusetts, if lam notinterrupting his coll e. 
I thought over a general provision of that kind and tried to 


frame it so as to fit the case, to meet the very arguments which 
are suggested now, but I could not do it without putting it into the 
hands of the President of the United States to say what people 
should be admitted here and what people should be excluded. 
While I certainly have no reason to expect or believe or think that 
the present Executive would have any motive whatever in-a mat- 
ter of this kind other than to act with perfect fairness about it, 
the time may arrive when the question would be raised upon the 
Executive as to the propriety of his action in admitting certain 
people from certain countries and refusing others. More than 
that, for the President of the United States to say by proclama- 
tion in regard to a particular nation, ‘‘ We admit the people from 
that nation, because they are persecuted at home,” is casting a 
diplomatic slur upon the condition of those people in their own 
povernmoni which would be extremely unpleasant, and might 
ead to very unpleasant consequences. It would put the Presi- 
dent upon very serious inquiry as to whether he should recognize 
the complaints of those people against their own government. 

In looking through our treaty with Spain I foundample reason 
for introducing this amendment in the form in which Thare pre- 
sented it. Thousands of refugees haye come from Guba to the 
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United States, so many, indeed, that the President has mentioned 


it in hig message almost in a complaining way. But they are 
here, and amongst our people they are very welcome, and I sup- 
that if we had the power to extradite them, or if it was our 
Raty to extradite a single one of them to Cuba, to answer his 
responsibility to the Spanish Government, the ple of the 
United States would almost rise in revolt before they would see 
it done. It would be a very much more distressing state of pub- 
lic sentiment than occurred many years a; when fugitive ves 
were 1 captured in the Northeast, in Pennsylvania and other 
States, and returned to the South. The sentiment of the people 
_ of the country would be so violently opposed to an extradition of 
that kind that I think no Executive would be prepared to favor 
it, or even to attempt to execute it. But the treaty expressly 
provides that there shall be no extradition for political offenses. 
Now, no man who lives in Cuba now—and the amendment con- 
fines its spplicasion to those who live there now or have hereto- 
fore inhabited Cuba—escapes from the island to-day unless he 
comes driven away by political differences there. It makes no 
difference whether you call it insurrection or war. 
Mr. HOAR. Wi 


y. 

Mr. HOAR. Considering that there may benecessity for prom: 
action, and considering the ee duties of the President of the 
United States, perhaps it would be better to give the power to the 
Secretary of State. So I have drawn up what I will read: 

Secretary o x is discretion, either by general 

5 tion or 8 3 eee flying . war or 
Pe tical oppression, or in consequence of political disorder, on being satisfied 

hat pon Aaa persons of good character, seeking an asylum in this country in 


Now, if the Senator from Alabama will allow me just one word, 
I will say that I have given the power to the Secretary of State, as 
I said, and I have not required that officer to find that what they 
fly from is political oppression, because it may be said that that 
would give offense to some country with which we are at peace. 
Take the case of a man who came from Germany, or England, or 
Switzerland, or anywhere else. So I have made the provision 
read, flying from war or political re or in consequence of 
political disorder, on being satisfied that they are persons of good 
character, seeking an asylum in this country in good faith.” 

Mr. MORGAN. If the Senate wants to spread the doctrine over 
the whole area of this subject, that is a very good form in which 
todoit. Itis liable to but one single objection which I can see 
now, and that is, we are making a difference between the Presi- 
dent of the United States and his clerk, the Secretary of State, 
because the President and the Secretary of State under our system 
of governmental administration are master and clerk, and that is 


all. The Secretary never acts without the authority of the Presi- 
dent. He never pretends to act except by the authority of the 
President. Therefore, if the Secretary of State should e these 


exemptions it would be attributed necessarily to the President of 
the United States. That does not relieve the difficulty, which I 
have suggested, of involving the President in making a declaration 
that civil war or insurrection or rebellion or political disorder 
exists in a State sufficient to justify the migration of its citizens; 
and that would probably be a cause of offense. . 

I was about to state that my amendment has reference to a par- 
ticular provision of our treaty with Spain, and I had gone on to 
state that thousands of immigrants were here, and none of them 
had been extradited, nor has any demand for their extradition 
been made. We know perfectly well that there are men here 
to-day who would be extradited to Spain or to Cuba for trial there 
for their lives for offenses alleged to have been committed against 
the Spanish Crown if extradition were possible. 

Now, why is it not possible? It is because the treaty provides 
that there shall be no extradition for a political offense. 

Mr. CAFFERY. Will the Senator from Alabama allow me to 


ask him a question? 
Mr. MORGAN. Certain! y: 
Mr. CAFFERY. Is not the clause in the treaty with Spain that 


litical offenses are nonextraditable common to all treaties with 
oreign nations? It is not singular and peculiar to the treaty 


with See 

Mr. MORGAN. I am not prepared to say that it applies to 
every treaty, and it would take some time to look up that point. 
As a general proposition, what the Senator from Louisiana says 
is true. There is no extradition for political offenses, although 
treaties vary very much in their language as to the definition of 
political offenses. 

We had serious trouble in regard to a treaty with Russia on 
that account. In the treaty which we negotiated and concluded 
with Russia that gueron arose as to the actual murder of a mem- 
ber of the royal family. It was concluded that that was not a 
political offense; that it need not necessarily be a political offense. 


It might be done through the purpose of a single anarchist. So 
that while the general rule of course is as stated, there may be 
exceptions toit. In the case of Russia there is an exception, and 
as to one other Government—I believe it is that of Belgium—there 
is such an exception. 

I have no disposition to make any particular discrimination in 
favor of the Cubans as exhibiting my sympathy with those peo- 
ple. My e for Cuba rests upon very much higher ground 
than that, and in what I have had to do with the Cuban question 
in the Senate I have never been moved for one moment in a vote 
I have given or in a speech I have made by motives of sympathy 
for the Cubans. There has been working in my bosom sympathy 
enough to have urged me to do anything as a private citizen, but 
as a Senator of the United States my course in regard to Cuba has 
been predicated entirely and exclusively upon justice to our own 
country and our own people. 

So this is not an amendment which smacks of Cuban sympathy 
any more than it does of sympathy for any other append: peo- 
ple—the Armenians or any other. The rig t of expatriation is a 
right which we soopaa distinctly. When a man expatriates 
himself for reasons which are satisfactory to him, whether dislike 
of his own government or a greater fondness for ours, or to escape 
some evil or il in his own government, whatever his motive 
may be, our doors stand wide open to receive him upon the ground 
8 has ane to expatriate himself and apply his allegiance 

country. 

Mr. HOAR. Does the Senator apply that principle to paupers 
and ignorant persons? 

Mr. MORGAN. Paupers seem to have no rights except those 
which the -publio chooses to give them. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not use the word “paupers” in an offensive 
sense. I mean persons who have no property, no 3 capacit; 
1 I refer to the persons who are exclud 

y this bill. 

Mr, MORGAN. They are thrown through the mercy of God 
and the cruelty of the human family upon 9 benefaction and 
public trusteeship. They become the wards of the world, and are 
thrown upon the benevolence of the Christian world for the sake 
of living and having a place where they can breathe out the rem- 
nant of their miserable lives. They are excepted out of the 
genera rules, because they are of no use in political circles. 

ey do not belong in the 3 circles where they are capable 
of conducting some part of the strife that illustrates and adorns 
our political quarrels with each other. Paupers are considered as 
a peculiar condition of humanity that demands universal benev- 
olence, and therefore, 8 upon the pity of society, we 
say to the le abroad: ‘* You must provide through your own 
charitable institutions for your own people needing charity.“ That 
is what we say when we send a pauper back. Lou belong toa 
—— beat, A 5 ee a erent jurisdiction. You are 
a c eu e world, but you are a charge upon a particular 
part of it edam you happened to have been born there or live 
there, and you can not come and give us that guardianship by 
your own voluntary act.” 

They are excluded. They have no option in the matter. The 
criminal classes are excluded because they are dangerous to society. 
We exclude them upon the same grounds or very similar groun 
to those upon which we exclude immoral publications and some 
species of deadly instrumentalities which are put under the ban. 
A criminal is considered as a man who has no right to the protec- 
tion of any country at all in the choice of his domicile. He must 
stay in the country against which he committed the crime, and 
suffer his penalties there, and if his own country has branded and 
stamped him as a criminal, then he has no appeal either to our 
mercy or to our sense of justice in welcoming him to this country. 

I do not in my heart and mind and conscience place the illiter- 
ate upon the ground either of paupers or criminals, Illiteracy 
may be a misfortune, and is a Baist ortune in the general sense 
although I have seen a great many people educated out of all 
ability to earn a living, out of all capacity for any usefulness in 
life. I have seen them educated in those arts and practices of 
crime which excel almost the imagination of man as to their inge- 
nuity and the persistence with which they are pursued. It is not 
to be said that education in letters is the reformer of the human 
heart. It is a higher power that reforms the human heart. It is 
the law of morality that does it. Politics does not doit. Edu- 
cation in the schools does not do it. It requires some power of 
regeneration that is stronger and better than either of those to 
take a bad man and make a good man outof him. But thatisa 
5 geet not discuss — — ent 3 fered, 1 

ing to t 5 r amendment whic ave o 
still believe it is better than thes tion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar}, and I do not think that the el 
which he draws between illiteracy and crime holds at all. 
I think we have special reasons under the treaty with Spain and 
under existing conditions in Cuba, of which our President has re- 
cently informed us in a very distinct and very bold way, why in 
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ing this bill we should not instantly cut off the refugees from 
Paba from theright to land upon our shores unless they can trans- 
late the Constitution of the United States in their thoughts at least 
from one language to another. 

Now, upon the question of the Constitution, I have thought that 
the committee a very difficult selection of an instrument by 
which to test the civil-service qualifications of a man who may 
enter into the United States from a foreign country. It is the 
most puzzling instrument that ever had any attention paid to it 
in the Senate of the United States. We are very prone to get up 
here when certain measures are before us and ask each other the 

uestion whether the measure has-been read in connection with 
the Constitution, and what the Constitution means. In its expres- 
sions it is bound to be very technical, for the reason that it is a 
new ression of governmental organization and powers and Hb- 
erty. It does not read like any other instrument in the world, 
although some portions of it were somewhat copied from ancient 
British laws and German laws. 

But the Constitution as an instrument is one that is extremely 
technical in its expressions. I think I could quote a dozen here 
that would puzzle a well-educated American on first thought to 
interpret exactly as to what they meant, or to understand them 
on first reading. It requires a pretty high state of education for 
a man even to understand the text of the Constitution of the 
United States, to say nothing of its in tation. I think that 

made a very difficult ion; and I shall make a different 
proposition in another amendment that I shall offer, having refer- 
ence to naturalization, which is the real pith and merit of this 
whole business after all, so far as the influx of f people into 
our canm is concerned. The question of natur: tion is the 
question citizenship; and I have another amendment which 
relates to that subject and incorporates a knowledge of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, or a capacity to read it, along with 
the Ten Commandments.: If every man who is naturalized in the 
United States is compelled to the Ten Commandments, that 
man will not die without having had an opportunity to under- 
dwork of the civilization the Government of 
States. It can not do him any harm. Whether he 
reads it understandingly or not (I mean understandingly in the 
sense of a conviction of its truth), I pr that man not 
Sai ere Satie be tne Ie that he has not read the Ten 
mman ts. 


There are a great many men in the United States to-day, native 
born and naturalized, who have never read the Ten Command- 
ments. They are none the better for that. The country is none 
FFC been compelled in the 
presence of some officer of the Government, if you please, or 
some one else, to recite or to read that basis of all Christian law. 


the United States and the Ten Commandments. I am in the 
habit of calling the first ten amendments to the Constitution of 
the United States the ten political commandments. 

Mr. MILLS. That is about right. 

Mr. MORGAN. It is about right. But when a man is natu- 
ralized from a foreign country there must be better security for 
that man’s intelligence in regard to the true virtues and the true 
powers and duties of an American citizen when he can satisfy the 
court by ostensible demonstration that he has really read the Ten 
Commandments. 


I would not 


i ualifi- 
cations for those who are to become citizens of the United States, 
who were not born here and who must come upon some knowl- 

that of our institutions, I insist that they shall 
show they have had some education of heart and conscience as 
well as of itical conditions. That is the best thing after all. 
If I beli that e man and every woman who emigrates to 
the United States would be obedient to the Ten Commandments 
you might take all political conditions and throw them to the 
winds, so far as lam concerned. Ishould feel that we were secure 
in a hi class of citi ip, affected by loftier and better mo- 
I could feel at assured of if the man understood 
nothing of our language except perhaps he had been stuffed be- 
fore he came with a reading of the Constitution of our country. 
I would not take the ition of the Constitution of the United 
States from Hon. Carl Schurz, and yet he stands, I think, to-day 
eminent among the immigrants from foreign countries in official 
rank, in literary qualifications, in powers of mind, and in exalta- 
tion of character. He could not read the Constitution of the 
United States to me as an expounder. Why? He was not raised 
under it. He was not raised in an American atmosphere. He did 
not imbibe with the very first breath of his life that splendid and 


beautiful system which no man ean inherit except an American. 
He may adopt it; he can not get it by inheritance; and he 
never feel it and understand it exactly like an American, 

I believe in educating people in the atmosphere of the Consti- 
tution of the United States. It does not make much difference 
to me whether they have the power of analysis so as to detect all 
the elements of that atmosphere and apply them at will to the 
different subjects as they arise. Give me the spirit of a man edu- 
cated beneath that id record of organic law. Let him 


Mr. PLATT. The Senator from Alabama seems to have wan- 
dered qans far away from the ise point. 
Mr. MORGAN. Ihave anot amendment that covers some 


of my remarks, and which I shall offer when it is in order. 

Mr. PLATT. He has said very much that both by its 
eloquence and by its sense to the judgmentof all. Whathe 
has said should be character of citizenship in the United 
States will meet with the hearty approval of every Senator. But 
the precise question, it seems to me, he largely left untouched. 

I am sorry that the Cuban question has been mixed up with the 
e question, or that an attempt should be e tocom- 
bine the twoin one bill. If the 3 amendment, however, 
reg at ee that nothing in the bill contained should prevent 
the upon our shores of Cuban refugees, that w be one 


Mr. MORGAN. Iam willing to put it in that form. 

Mr. PLATT. It would then be defective in that it did not pro- 
vide for the future, and admit refugees from other countries 
where similar circumstances might prevail. I do not know 
whether under our law the bill would exclude political refugees or 

fleeing from the horrors of war or oppression in their own 
country. I do not know whether the bill would at all exclude 
them; but surely we ht not to go further than to say it should 
not apply-to refugees, if that can be defined. Weo soy saben 


the purpose of providing that it shall not exclude 

from Cuba, admit all i i ts from Cuba from now forward 
for all time who come the restricted clauses of the bill. 
That was 


Oe eae 

Mr. MORGAN, If the Senator will allow me, I have 8 
against bees saying who have heretofore inhabited Cuba.” 

Mr. PLATT. the amendment of the Senator, if adopted, 
will allow for all time, whatever the fate of the Cuban con- 
troversy may be, illiterate persons to eome from Cuba as immi- 

the war is over, after the Republic of Cuba has been 

established, and for all time. If this matter of excludin & per 
sons because they are illiterate is a correct test by which we 
regulate our immigration, and I think it is, it not seem to 
me because there is imminent trouble in Cuba now that we should 
make a distinction in favor of Cuba, and, no matter what the fate 
of the country may be or what its future government may be, 
allow illiterate i ts from Cuba to come to our shores. 

If the purpose of the Senator is what he says it is, then the 
amendment ‘ht to be framed in some other way. 

Now, the bill will stand as a law on our statute books. Wedo 
not know where the next for li may occur. We 


do not know in what 2 the patriotie, Ii 
or 


It is a discrimination, Mr. President, that we can not justly or 
logically make in the form in CCC 
the Senator had confined it to an amendment which would allow 
refugees from Cuba to come to our shores, and that only, and not 
affect the future immigration from the country when matters shall 
have been composed there, and allow ignorant people to come from 
that future country when they can come from no other country, 
much as I dislike to see the two questions combined, I should not 
have felt like makingany suggestion whatever on the amendment. 
Mr. LODGE. Mr. President, I wish to say, first, in rogard to 
the precise effect of the amendment, that it applies only to the pro- 
posed law. Hitherto our legi in to immigration has 
excluded persons liable to a charge on the Sonam; 
criminal or diseased persons, and contract laborers—objectionable 
classes which the United States shut out on account of objections 
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to them. This is the first measure of 4 general restrictive char- 
acter, and it applies the test of illiteracy with a view of excluding 
also the ignorant. 

The Cuban amendment pro by the Senator from Alabama 
applies only to the pending bill, not to the prior immigration laws 
of the United States, as I understand it. I think that the amend- 
ment is rather too broadly drawn, and is obnoxious to the objec- 
tion that has just been made by the Senator from Connecticut; 
that is, I think after Cuba has become, as we all hope it will become, 
an independent and settled government, it would still allow immi- 
grants from that 3 and favor them over the immigrants 
from other countries. That I do not think ought to be the case. 
I believe it should apply to the Cubans only during the time when 
they are engaged in war with Spain or suffering from the oppres- 
= of Tar 8 There is ie reason 55 . de ee 
they reach a period o and prosperity, and the amendmen 
would lead to that REOR 

Now, I want to say a single word as to the point which has been 
raised about commercial treaties and the favored-nation clause. 
The favored-nation clause has no bearing whatsoever on the ques- 
tion of immigration. No nation in the world, no independent 
nation, has ever given up the right, or ever would give up the 
right by treaty, to say who should come and who should not come 
within its boundaries. That is an absolute sovereign right which 
every nation must retain and uphold. Wesingled out the Em- 
pire of China and excluded her citizens by name, as we had an 
undoubted right to do, just as we have an un oubted right to single 
out any other country, and say there shall be no immigrants from 
that country. If that country chooses to retaliate, well and good. 
But we have never given up our rights by any form of treaty on 
that point. Our rights are absolute in dealing with the question 
of immigration to the United States, 

I think the Cuban case can be distin, ed from other cases 
very easily. Those people are right at our doors. They have suf- 
fered under the most terrible oppression. They are now engaged 
ina e ee struggle for liberty. If eat desire to flee for safety, 
if they desire to put their women and children ina place of safety, 
they have no country to turn to but the United States. Weare 
their next-door neighbor. The Armenian fleeing from oppression 
can cross—as thousands of them have done—the nearest boundary 
to Russia. He is surrounded by countries in which he will be en- 
tirely safe. The Cuban refugee has no place to go except to the 
United States. For that reason it seems to me we can properly 
make an exception for the Cubans while they are refugees, while 
war and oppression exist in the island, and for no longer time. 

The amendment offered by my colleague seems to me to be too 
sweeping. It would be o y n then for any Europi 
2 which had a class of citizens chat they found objection- 
able—— 

Mr. HOAR. I will say to my colleague, with his leave, that I 
think my amendment, which was very hastily drawn, is a little 
too sweeping, and I shall not press it, but will vote for an amend- 
ment exactly onthe lines my colleague has juststated, ifhe pleases; 
that is, I would be willing to agree that the bill should not apply 
to persons fleeing from Cuba during the continuance of the present 
disorders in that island, if that cover the case. I should not 
be willing to limit it to the recognition of belligerency, because I 
do not think anyone wants to put that in this bill. 

Mr. LODGE. Certainly not. 

Mr. MORGAN. The senior Senator from Massachusetts would 
not say persons fleeing from Cuba.“ He would say persons 
arriving from Cuba.” 

Mr. HOAR. Very well; I mean to say persons who flee to get 
rid of the disorders there, and they are not criminals who escape. 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam perfectly content with that suggestion. 
I think it covers the whole case. 

Mr, HOAR. I will not interrupt my colleague now, but when 
he gets through I will ask the clerks to take down a modification 
of the amendment of the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. LODGE, Iwas only going to say, in conclusion, as my col- 
league has withdrawn his amendment, that the objection to leg- 
islation of that kind is that then any country which desires to get 
rid, we will say, of a class of citizens whom it may find it difficult 
to support, paupers, persons of any kind who are a charge on the 
community, can simply by the passage of an oppressive law bring 
them within the exception of political oppression. We have lately 
seen one country which has undertaken to drive out a whole class 
of its citizens. Large funds were raised to project suddenly into 
this country some 5,000,000 persons in a state of complete indi- 
gence and to throw them into the labor market of America and 
on our people for support by taxation. 

Therefore, Mr. President, I think in making exceptions we 
should be very careful. Iam entirely in favor of making an ex- 
ception which will give the Cuban refugees admission to this 
country, the only place where they can take refuge if they desire 
to flee from the disorders and oppressions now existing in the 


island. If the Senator will limit it as he has manifested a readi- 


ness to do, I think there ought to be no objection to it. I am per- 
fectly sure that we have an absolute right to make any exceptions 
we choose. We can admit whom we please. We can exclude 
whom we please. They undertook once in Europe to make ob- 
jection to our giving asylum to Kossuth. That was resented by 
this country. That covers the whole principle. The soil of the 
United States is the possession of its people; they, and they alone, 
can say who shall come upon that soil and who shall not. If they 
choose to say that one people in Europe shall not come in the 
form of 1 but that they will open their doors to refu- 
ees from the Island of Cuba, itis entirely within their right so 
to do. I think the only question for us to consider now is whether 
it is not advisable to make a very strict and limited exception 
which shall permit the Cubans during the continuance of the 
present struggle to find refuge in this country, but that after the 
restoration of the island to independence and prosperity that 
exemption shall cease. 

Mr. CAFFERY. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from Louisiana will allow me one 
moment, m fe pe will be entirely accomplished by what I under- 
stand the Boris or from Alabama to approve by inserting in his 
amendment the words“ during the continuance of the present 
disorders there;” so that it will read: 

This act shall not apply to ees arriving in the United States from any port 
or place in the Islan Cuba during the continuance of the present disorders 
there: And provided, That such persons shull heretofore have been inhabit- 
ants of that island. 7 

That is the Senator's amendment. 

Mr. MORGAN. I am content with that, Mr. President. 

Mr. HOAR, Very well. 

Mr. CAFFERY. Mr. President, I quite agree with the Senator 
from Connecticut pi Piatt] that an exception in the pending 
immigration bill favor of Cuba would be a discrimination 
against other peopleor other nations in a likeor similar condition. 
I understand from Senators who have spoken on this subject that 
there is no disposition to limit the hospitality of the United States 
in cases of N of a character induced by political op - 
sion at home. the exception incorporated in the bill should be 
made and oe shee beg either far or 2 ron our shores op- 
pression of any ple any country an ose people sought 
refuge in our Darters they could not obtain it. I can pie no EN 
8 why we should make a special exemption in favor of the 

ubans. 

The junior Senator from Massachusetts says that the Cubans 
have no other shore to ay to. Ta have the adjacent country of 

ave tho 


South America, They epublic of Argentina. They 
have the Republic of Mexico. They have more opportunities of 
near. refuge than have people oppressed in Europe, use those 


people would have to fly to the United States in order to obviate 

the necessity of going to other countries ruled perhaps in the 

same despotic manner as the country from which they desire to 
triate themselves. 

t occurs to me that the difficulties suggested by the amendment 
of the Senator from Alabama, and the attempt to remedy that 
amendment by the Senator from Massachusetts, are very suggest- 
ive of grave objections to the whole bill. Under the present bill 
none but criminals, paupers, diseased persons, as I understand, 
are excluded from the United States as immigrants., The shores 
of the United States are open now under our laws to all people 
who are oppressed in any quarter of the globe, provided they do 
not come within the classes mentioned here. If we admit 8 
refugees from one country we may make an invidious distinction, 
or we may make a very serious mistake. 

I am not in favor of closing our doors 3 refugees 
from any country if they have the requisite ifications of our 

ent . laws. I think it would be a bad distinction. 
think it would be unwise, because people who, at home, have 
that sense of liberty which impels them to rebel against monarch- 
ical and oppressive institutions are very likely to make the very 
best citizens for the United States. 

I was heartily in favor of the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Illinois [Mr. PALMER]. I thought if an educational qualifi- 
cation were to be imposed as a condition of immigration that that 
qualification ought to be as light as possible, and I was perfectly 
willing to extend the period to 21 years of in order to obviate 
the apparent danger of dividing parent and child, as would almost 
inevitably occur where the limit of illiteracy was placed at 14 
years of age, for the child might be illiterate, or, vice versa, the 
parent illiterate. At 21 years of age the parental relations cease, 
and there would be no objection on the ground of separation of 
the family. 

I am perfectly willing, so far as I am concerned, to allow tho 
present immigration laws to stand as they are. I am of opinion 
that the difficulty suggested by the amendment of the Senator 
from Alabama will disclose the weakness of any attempt to 
3 a qualification of illiteracy. I would inquire whether it 
follows as a matter of course that an illiterate immigrant makes 
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a good citizen of the United States, and I would inquire whether 
the vast domain of the South and West are now so full of work- 
ing people, of hardy immigrants, as to justify or necessitate the 
limitation of immigration pro din this bill. A class of immi- 
grants termed undesirable (I think the Italians have been called 
“ undesirable” in debate; if not so, I beg pardon) have largel 
flowed toward my part of the country. | ey make very excel- 
lent citizens. They are a liari woring industrious people. 
Those of them who come from Sicily betake themselyes more to 
fishing and oystering than to agricultural pursuits; but those 
who go to the fields and work, either as tenants or for wages, 
develop into hard-working, industrious citizens. I have no 
position whatever to exclude them. As a matter of course, a 

eat many of them would be excluded under the operation of 

is proposed law, because the Italians have no system of public 
schools of which I am aware.. I think their education is mostly 
based upon private resources and private means. On that point, 
however, I am not well informed. 

But, Mr. President, I think the needs of the South and the West 
require a larger amount of immigration than now comes to them, 
and I think that any law not manifestly and obviously necessary 
to the common weal of a tountry, excluding i ts from that 
country, is unnecessary and indefensible. I further think that 
any scan to modify the law so as to admit that very class of 
persons whom we are most anxious to admit, to e 
refugees, who would be excluded upon the ground of illiteracy, 
shows the 3 of altering or impairing in any wise the laws as 
they now stand. 

r. GALLINGER. Mr. President, I understand that the 
amendment submitted by the Senator from Alabama proposes to 
exempt Cubans during the continuance of the present war in the 
Island of Cuba. Twill ask the Senator if I am correct in that 
supposition? 

. MORGAN. Yes, my amendment as amended on the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from Massachusetts has that object. 

Mr. GALLIN GER. I was not in the Chamber when that 
amendment was submitted. In view of that fact, it strikes me 
when I cast my vote for this measure I shall cast itin sympathy 
with the great heart of the American people. It seems to me that 
for the Government of the United States to return to Cuba under 
existing conditions a ky peer that island, sending back that 
man ak is fighting for om and independence and givin, 
him into the power of the cruel, despotic, and murderous S anish. 
Government, would be an act of cruelty and injustice and inhu- 
manity that no American citizen ought to tolerate by his vote or 
by his words. 

I am in profound sympathy with that people, who are battling, 
as I understand the matter, for precisely the same principles for 
which our forefathers contended against the great power of the 
British Empire; and, Mr. President, I should feel that I was doing 
my own convictions a profound injustice and that I was voting 
in favor of cruelty and oppression if I failed to record my vote in 
favor of exempting those men during the continuance of the war 
in Cuba from the provisions of this proposed act. 

, Iam in sympathy with and in favor of this bill, but I trust in 
enacting it we shall not lose sight of those great principles of 
humanity, and of justice, and of equality, and of right which 
have always heretofore, as I look at it, animated the Congress of 
the United States in making statutes for the government of our 
people and for the control of our great public concerns. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I shall vote for this bill with the 
amendment placed upon it by the Senator from Alabama and the 
Senator from Massachusetts, allowing the Cubans to come into 
the country during the present disorder, but I can hardly see the 

_ justification of the principles upon which the bill is based. Inter- 
course with foreign nations is either desirable or undesirable. If 
all commercial intercourse by the coming or going of the inhabit- 
ants of different countries is to be entirely prohibited, we return 
to the condition of China. If it is to be limited intercourse 
between the persons of different pus and different coun- 
tries, how is it to be limited? This bill proposes to limit it by the 
ability to read and write, adding to it the exclusion because of 
criminal conduct contained in the act of Congress of which this 
isto be an amendment. Is that a test? Is a country filled with 
people who can read and write of necessity a country capable of 
advancing the arts of civilization? Does the skilled laborer, the 
man of inventive genius, always have this qualification accompa- 
nied by the capacity to read and write? 

That is not my observation of mankind. It is desirable that the 
country should teach every citizen to read and write. That itis 
a means of acquiring intelligence, that it expands thought, that it 
is a necessity for higher civilization is beyond doubt; but have we 
no need of the sturdy laborer in the intercontinental railroad be- 
tween this country and South America, which is soon to be built? 
Do the great public works have no néed of the sturdy hand and 
the strong limb and the muscle of the laborer who can not read 
and write? Is it true that we have in our country a dearth of 


necessary employment—I do not mean from transitory causes, but 


a permanent surplus of labor, more than the necessities of this 

estern Hemisphere demand? I doubt it, Mr. President. I ques- 
tion that when we consider the vast area of desert land, with the 
as yet uncultivated land areas not only in this country, but of the 
adjacent Island of Cuba, capable of sustaining a population of 
10,000,000 or 12,000,000, now only-1,500,000, which population will 
be supplied from this country, because it will not be six months 
after the recognition by this country of the independence of Cuba 
shall be made before there will be 100,000 Americans there, and 
their places will need to besupplied. Soof Mexico. Theoverfiow 
of our population will go into Mexico, it will go into the Central 
American Republics, andit is a gravo question whether or not we 
should exclude the honest, the laborious, the capable laboring man 
of other countries who is not able to read and write, 

I question the efficacy of this restriction. - It would seem to me 
that it would have been the wiser policy, acknowledging the 
sovereign right of every nation to admit or exclude that class of 
population which would benefit or injure it, that in the treaty- 
making power there should be ample means of limiting or enlarg- 
ing the admission of People of different countries into our country. 
We may say that we will not admit immigrants, persons coming 
here for a permanent residence. Wemay say that we will exclude 
them from 3 into the country at all. e will let every man 
who can read and write come for a temporary sojourn, but we 
ery not allow him, if he can not read and write, even to touch our 


soil, 

In the treaty-making power we have the means of suspending 
all intercourse with foreign countries, or of opening or continuing 
immigration or prohibiting it. 

It seems to me that this is a serious defect, and that it will be 
wiser to establish some system of treaty stipulation by which we 
can exclude objectionable people from our shores, rather than by 
an act of Congress, which provides a restriction including all the 
sturdy laborers who may come from other countries, however 
good their character may be. 

The question of suffrage or how far aliens should be admitted 
to the rights of suffrage and citizenship is an entirely different 
question. Residence and commerce rest on different grounds from 
citizenship and a participation in the government of a country. 

Intercourse, commerce, and the advantages of it, or the disadvan- 
tages, is one thing and the participation in the government of a 
country is a different thing, and the reasons which demand the 
one and prohibit the other are entirely distinct.. But I have no 
intention of going into this subject further. I shall vote for the 
5 with the amendment I suggest in deference to the opinion of 
others. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. President, as I intend to vote against this 
bill, [think it proper that I should briefly give some of the reasons 
which e me to that vote. 

Ido not believe that the ability to read and write constitutes 
the whole sum of what it takes to make a good average citizen 
of the United States. This is a change of the policy of our Gov- 
ernment adopted at its very foundation. We are losing sight of a 
fundamental truth that was at the bottom of our Government 
when it was formed, that we were erecting on this continent a 
Government which was to be free and the home of a free people 


that it was to be the asylum of the downtrodden and the oppressed 
of other countries. e admitted all to come to our shores except 
paupers and crimi The pauper who could do nothing to 


criminals. 
support the Government or to help build up the society which 


sustained him had no right to put himself upon our society to 


become a charge. The criminal is a violator of law, and we have 
a natural right to exclude all such from coming to our shores, 
That has been the policy of our Government from its foundation 
until the present time. Now, sir, it seems that the civil-service 
idea has taken such a hold upon the American people that we are 
extending it to the immigration of foreigners coming to this coun- 
try; and we are, I imagine, to establish a civil-service commission 
to try these people so as to determine whether they can read and 
write, and whether they understand the Ten Commandments in 
the Bible or the ten commandments in the Constitution which 
were referred to by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN]. 

I remember some years ago a distinguished citizen of the State 
of Ohio was tailing me about some Irishmen who sought natural- 
ization in one of the courts of Cincinnati. One of the judges told 
the leading Irishman who had his fellow-countrymen in charge to 
take them out, to read to them the Constitution of the United States, 
to open it to them, and see whether or not they understood it, 
and then to come back and report in court after he had performed 
this duty, He took them ont and read the Constitution to them 
from beginning to end, explained it to them, and brought them 
back into court. The judge said: Pat, have you read the Consti- 
tution to them?” Les, sir.” Have you explained it to them?” 
“Yes, sir.“ „Do they understand it?” Tes, your honor; they 
understand it and are delighted with it.“ [Laughter.] 


So it is with a great many of our people w o seem to understand 
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the Constitution and are delighted with it; yet, Mr. President, it 
is a fact which has existed from the g of our t 
to the present day that the most intellectual men in our country 
do not comprehend it. The Senate and House of 1 
have been quibbling over almost every provision of that Constitu- 
tion for a hundred years. The Supreme Court have declared at 
one time that the itution meant so and so and at another 
time they have said it did not mean that. They have been revers- 
ing their decisions over and over agen and the arguments which 
have been made in this body and the other in the legislative 
branches, and all over the country by the most eee, s. men, 
show that there has been a constant misunderstanding of both the 

rovisions and the meaning of the Constitution of the United 


tates. ` 

I am opposed to making an educational test of citizenship for 
those who are coming to this country. I am willing to receive 
them if they are not paupers and criminals and give them an op- 
portunity to be educated and become good citizens here. Some of 
the very best citizens we have in this country are men who have 
come to us from foreign countries. Our forefathers were foreign- 
ers; t numbers of them could not read and write; and yet 
Tor. aid the foundation of the greatest republic of the earth, 

.CAFFERY. Will the Senator permit me to make a sugges- 
tion to him? 

Mr. MILLS. Certainly. : 

Mr. CAFFERY. The Constitution of the United States pre- 
scribes no 1 for suffrage. That is a matter within the 
province of the States 3 

Mr. MILLS. Of course; and the State of Texas has just adopted 
an article of amendment to its constitution on the subject of 


su 

8 going to say that we have a great body of foreign 
people in this country who are good citizens. They are laborers; 
they have helped to build up this great hive of American ind g 
and there is room for more of them in the United States. — 
ing for my own State, I would be glad to welcome 100,000 Ger- 
mans to come to Texas; I would be glad to welcome 100,000 Irish- 
men; I would be glad to welcome 100,000 Scandinavians. There 

I number of these three races of foreigners living in the 
State of Texas. I have known many of them, and known them 
for many years, and I know them to be good citizens, Suppose 
that the people from some of these foreign countries wish to come 
and bring their children and they have not had the 8 
to have them educated under the despotic governments of Europe, 
they are to be kept away and to wait until they can educate their 
children, and the Government can make no provision for them. 
This is a free country. We have hitherto invited them to come 
and enjoy the blessings of liberty with ourselves, and now we say: 
“ Because your government is a despotic government and has 
enslaved you and your children and it is impossible for you ever 
to educate them, you shall be proscribed from coming to this 
country and enjoying the blessings of free government.” 

This is the only really freecountry in the world. It is a pecul- 
iar Government among the governments and nationalities of the 
world. This continent was dedicated to liberty when this Gov- 
ernment was erected, to be the home of a free le, of a self- 
eres ple, of a le who held their liberties in their own 

ds; <n now we are told that the civil service must apply to the 
immigration of people coming from foreign countries, and a man 
or his children who can not stand the test of a civil-service exami- 
nation must be remanded back to despotism 
have lived in a despotic government which cared not for them. 

No, Mr. President, I am opposed to the educational test. The 
capacity to read and write is no evidence of virtue either in man- 
hood or womanhood, and I have not a doubt but that the peniten- 
tiaries of every State in the Union are full of i who can 
read and write, and read and write well. I have not a doubt that 
the majority of the wretches whose necks have been broken on the 
gallows could read and write. The acquirement of the capacity 
to read and write does not dispel vice and wickedness from the 
heart. There are thousands and hundreds of thousands of good 
people in this country and in other countries who can not read 
and write. I doubt very much if one in ten of the men or women 
who first came to this country could read and write; but yet see 
what a precious heritage they have created in this country and 


— to us. 

ese, sir, are the reasons which constrain me to vote against 
this bill, and to preserve and persevere and continue in the policy 
of our fathers to k the test of pauperism and crime the only 
test to be applied to foreigners coming to enjoy this heritage of 

liberty with us. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I understood the Senator from Texas to 
say sega Texas was about to adopt an intelligence qualification of 
some sort. 

Mr. MILLS. I said that Texas had already adopted an amend- 
ment to her constitution in reference to suffrage. 

Mr. CHANDLER. May I ask the Senator what that is? 
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Mr. MILLS, I donot remember just theéxact provisions of it. 
EM ore or Is it applying an intelligence qualification 
vo 

Mr. MILLS. It is not. It is a residence qualification. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Thespeech of the Senator from Texas would 
seem to me to be a sort of apotheosis of ignorance. The Senator 
has argued that we ought not to undertake to require the immi- 
grants into this country who are capable of reading and writing 
to learn to read and write before they come here. The Senator 
denounces this and waxes eloquent over it, at the very same time 
that his own State and the State of Mississippi have adopted an 
intelligence clause to keep the negro from voting. Mr. Presiden 
it seems tome that the Senator ought to be willing that we shoul 
apply toimmigrants coming into this country the simple test which 

people of his State apply to keep ignorant n „as he would 
call them, from the ballot box. If the Stateof Texas is authorized ` 
in making that Se haw pony: as acondition of suffrage, it seems to 
me that the people of the United States have a perfect right to 
make it a condition of the admission of immigrants to enjoy the 


“Mr. MILLS, Perhaps T 
Mr. Perhaps I ought to say, as to the amendment of 
the constitution of Texas, that I voted againstit. I held the same 
views then that I hold now. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. THURSTON in the chair). The 
mestion is on the amendment of the Senator from Alabama 
. MORGAN] as modified by the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
OAR]. The Secretary will state the amendment. 
The SECRETARY. It is proposed to add as an additional section 
the following: 
Src. 2. This act shall not a 
any port or place in the r 8 8 
9 Eora 33 That such persons have heretofore been bit- 


Mr. PALMER. Lask for the yeas and nays on that amendment. 

cd 9 nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 
è roll. : 

Mr. COCKRELL (when his name was called). I am paired 
with the senior Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON], who is de- 
tained at home by reason of illness. 

Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. He not being 
present and I not knowing how he would vote, I withhold my 


vote. 

Mr. MARTIN (when his name was called). Iam paired with 
the junior Senator from Montana [Mr. MANTLE], and therefore 
withhold my vote. 

Mr. P when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Washington [Mr. Witson]. If he were present, I 
should vote yea.“ 

Mr. SMITH (when his name was called). Ihave a anaal peie 
with the senior Senator from Idaho [Mr. Dugros], and therefore 
withhold ny vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (when the name of Mr. THURSTON 
was called). The present occupant of the chair has a general 
mai with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 33 If 
tl t Senator were present, the occupant of the chair would vote 


yea. 
The roll call was concluded, 
Mr. SHOUP. I have a standing with the senior Senator 
from California . WHITE}, and therefore withhold my vote. 
Mr. GEAR. I have a general pair with the senior Senator from 
ia [Mr. GORDON], and therefore withhold my vote. 
Mr. MCBRIDE. I have a general pair with the senior Senator 


from ay we! [Mr. GEORGE], but I transfer that pair to the 
Senator from Wyoming Bar Wome, and vote yea.“ 

Mr. PASCO, I transfer my — with the Senator from Wash- 
ington [Mr. WILson] to the tor from Indiana [Mr. Voor- 


HEES], and vote “yea.” 
Mr. CARTER. ngaio whether the junior Senator from 


Maryland [Mr. Greson] has voted? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The junior Senator from Mary- 
land has not voted. 

Mr. CARTER. Having a general pair with that Senator, I with- 
hold my vote. 

Mr. I desire to inquire 


ALMER (after voting in the as bari 
rr the Senator from North Dakota [ Mr. 
voted? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He has not voted. 

` Mr. PALMER. Then I withdraw my vote, as I have a general 
pair with that Senator. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon I desire to inquire if the senior 
Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. ViLas] has voted? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He has not voted. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon, Then, as I am paired with that 
Senator, and the Senator from Illinois [Mr. PALMER] is paired with 
the Senator from North Dakota [Mr. ROUGH], I suggest that 
we transfer our pairs. 


HANSBROUGH] Has 
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Mr. PALMER. That is satisfactory to me, and I vote nay.“ 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I vote P been 

Mr. NELSON (after having voted in the affirmative). Has the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest} voted? If not, I desire to with- 
draw my vote, as I have a pair with him. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Missouri has 
not voted. 

Mr. NELSON. Then I withdraw my vote. 


The result was announced—yeas 47, nays 6; as follows: 
YEAST. 
Allen, Chandler, Kyle, Perkins, 
Bacon, ton, Platt, 
Bate,” Davis, Mestilisa, Coe 
e uay, 
Berry Dubois, Mantle, Roach, 
barn, Elkins, i Sewell, 
Brown, Faulkner, Mitchell, Oreg. Stewart, 
Burrows, 2, Mitchell, Wis. Teller, 
Butler, : Galithger, Morgan, rpie, 
Call. Gorman, Morrill, Wetmore, 
Cameron, Harris, Pasco, Wolcott. 
Cannon, Hawley, Peffer, 
NAYS—6. 
Caffery, Lindsay, Pettigrew, Walthall. 
Hill. * 
NOT vorNd-38. š 

Aldri George, Jones, Nev. Leta 
1 G rtin, urston, 
Blanchard, Gordon, Murphy, 
Brice, Gray, Nelson, Vest, 
Carter, Hale, Pritchard, Vilas, 
Cockrell, Hansbrough, Pugh, Voorhees, 
Cullom, oar, Sherman, Warren, 
Daniel, Irby, Shou: White, 
Gear, Jones, Ark. Smi Wilson. 

So the amendment was agreed to 


Mr. ELKINS. I wish to call up the amendment which I have 
heretofore offered. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment submitted by 
the Senator from West Virginia will bə read. 

The SECRETARY. It is proposed to add the following as an addi- 
tional section: 

Sro. 3. That in addition to the restrictions now provided by law there shall 
be collected a head tax of $10 on all im ts coming to the United States 
in vessels not of the United States; and any and all clauses in existing treaties 
in contravention hereof, and all acts of Congress contrary hereto, are hereby 
abrogated and repealed. 

Mr. FRYE. Did the Senator from West Virginia consider at 
all the effect that his amendment might have to compel all the 
immigrants to go into Canada and then come across on the cars? 

Mr. ELKINS. They would not then come in vessels of the 
United States. Immigrants from Canada merely cross the river 
or the border. 

Mr. FRYE. But sup the vessel lands them in Canada? 

Mr. ELKINS. Then it would apply to them, I should think. 

Mr. FRYE. It would not apply to them if the vessel landed 
them in. Canada, because we can not legislate so as to impose a 
tax on an immigrant who lands in Canada. 

Mr. ELKINS. If they want to come to the United States by way 
of Canada it would be a restriction in a certain sense, but Nei 4 
would rather come in vessels of the United States or pay the h 
tax than come by Canada, because in the end it would be more 
e ve. 

. FRYE. I should think the effect of it would be as I have 
. the Senator from West Virginia knows better 
than I do. 

Mr. ELKINS. When I drew the amendment I inserted the pro- 
vision abrogating ‘‘ any and all clauses in existing treaties in con- 
travention hereof.” On further examination, however, I find that 
the amendment will not abrogate any treaty of the United States 
with any foreign government. The amendment, to my mind, 
offers an opportunity to Congress to restrict immigration, or fail- 
ing to do so, encourage American shipping: I believe all parties 
have declared in favor of the principle of restriction. The amend- 
ment would also encou American shipping. It is easily under- 
stood, and I think it will accomplish to some extent both purposes, 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I regret that I have to differ 
with my amiable friend the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. 
ELKINS] in reference to this amendment. Iheartily concur in and 
approve of the bill as reported from the committee of which I am 
a member, especially as modified by the amendments of the Sena- 
tor from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL] and the Senator from Ala- 
bama [Mr. ee I think the policy of an educational test is 
entirely in harmony with the 8 of our institutions and 
our form of government. Our Government is based on the foun- 
dation of education and intelligence. It is a Government in 
which all the ple have a voice, and such a Government can 
only prosper and exist if it is based upon intelligence. A govern- 
ment with popular suffrage in the hands of ignorant, ucated 
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people, like certain 


ples of the Old World, especially in the Rus- 
sian Empire, would be as dangerous as gunpowder in the hands 
of a child before a blazing fire. 

Free governments, free constitutions, can only Hourish and ex- 


ist where the people are intelligent, educated, and cultivated. So, 
in harmony with our institutions and our form of government, it is 
just and proper to make this educational test. We have a right 
it is not any © right inherent in every government, but we have 
peculiarly that right, being the freest Government on the face of 
the earth—to say to immigrants when we admit them to fellow- 
ship among our own people that they shall approximate the stand- 
ard of the intelligence and culture of our own people. 

But this amendment destroys the singleness and unity of the 
pending measure, a chief factor of its strength. The amendment 
seeks to enforce another test, ostensibly on the plea of encouraging 
or building up American commerce. It will do nothing of the 
kind, Mr. ident. A mere tax of $10 a head can neither bring 
us any revenue—at best it would produce only a paltry three to 
four million dollars a year-—nor increase our commerce on the high 
seas. We can not increase it by any such method. Neither would 
it in a material degree retard immigration. All that it would 
accomplish would be merely to impose a burdensome tax upon 
those whom i regard as among the best and worthiest of our immi- 
grants. There are two classes of immigrants that I think are 
undesirable, It is not only the criminal, the ignorant, whom we 
should exclude, but I do not think we crave any capitalists or men 
of wealth in this country. I think it is the people who represent 
the middle classes, the le without any money reserve, the 
intelligent working people of the Old World, who are the most 
desirable of our immigrants. 

The amendment amounts to nothing but a tax, a burden. Let 
us look at the state of the rtation lines which are plying 
between this countryand Europe. The Government report shows 
that there are upward of 300 foreign vessels which are licensed to 
ca passengers, but leaving those out of the question which 
chiefly carry freight, and taking into account only the great trans- 
atlantic passenger lines, we find this to be the state of the case. 
There are the following foreign lines, with the following number 
of steamers and ports of destination: 


Steamers. 

White Star Line—to Queenstown and Liv: PNA BAA ee, 4 
North German 2 Southampton, London, and Bremen 6 
Wilson Line to Hull, Newcastle, and Gothenburg 4 
Red Star Line to Ant werd 4 
Anchor Line to Glasgow, horn, Genda, and Naples * 
Cunard Line to Liverpool and Queenstoẽ- mn 6 
Thingvalla Line to Christiania, Copenhagen, and Stettin 8 
Hamburg-American Line to Hamburg 8 
Holland-American Line to Rotterdam and Amsterdam 3 
French Line to Havre 2 
Allen State Line to G a SN ane Oe paints 2 
Atlantic Line—to Naples, Genoa, and Leghorn 8 
TOGA Ss Socios / A EE 49 


As against this total of foreign lines and steamers we have only 
one line, the American Line, with 4 steamers, running only to South- 
ampton. Outof a total of 53 steamers—passenger steamers—that 
are plying across the Atlantic, we have only 7} per cent. It is 
evident, therefore, that to pnt a tax of $10 a h upon every pas- 
senger who does not come in an American ship would not help to 
encourage American shipping, would not retard immigration; it 
would merely impose a head tax upon humanity. 

I would rather vote for a bill which would exclude immigration 
altogether than to vote for a measure of this kind. I think one of 
the last subjects of taxation to which we ought to resort in this 
country is a tax upon our common humanity, upon those who are 
less fortunate than we are. That would make this country, now 
the land and the home of the free and the model country of the 
world, the most mercenary and most selfish of all the nations on 
the face of the earth. 

Mr. President, we can not build up the commerce of this coun- 

by any such Lilliputian and paltry plan. Ihave in my hand 
a list of the five leading maritime nations of the world, with the 
tonnage of their merchant marines. First, at the head of thelis 
is Great Britain, with a total tonnage of 12,293,539 and 40,000, 
poopie. Nextcomes the United States, with a tonnage of 2,234,725 
and 72,000,000 K peo le; next comes the German Empire, with a 
tonnage of 1,943,761 and 45,000,000 people, and fourth comes little 
Norway, with 1,669,468 and only 2,000,000 le. Next to Nor- 
way comes France, with 1,129,575 tons and 9.000.000 le. 

ving lived nearly all my life on the broad prairiesof the West, 
I do not understand this question of shipping as I would like, but 
I know thet the little country of Norway, with only 2,000,000 of 
people and a merchant marine the fourth in the world, makes a 
success in that line on the ocean by methods entirely different, in 
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some 


ts, from those which have been pursued in this coun- 
try, and while I believein the principle of protection, I havesome- 
times thought we could learn a lesson from some of the countries 


of the Old World in the way of encouraging American shipping 
and increasing our merchant marine. 

But I shall not enter into a discussion of that question at this 
time. Isubmit again that the amendment is entirely out of har- 
mony with the spirit of the bill; that it can not inctease our mer- 
chant marine; that it can not materially retard immigration; that 
it can only be a tax and burden upon the best and most desirable 
of our immigrants, and that for these reasons it ought not to 
be injected into this wholesome measure. 

Mr. ELKINS. Mr. President, like my colleague, the Senator 
from Minnesota [Mr. NELSON], I do not care to go into any 
extended discussion of the amendment. I believe thatthe average 
number of immigrants coming into this country annually for 
last ten years, according to the Commissioner’s recent report, is 
about 425,000. The foreign steamship lines make out of this busi- 
ness, on an average, $20 a head. From some countries it is greater 
and some countries less, but I take it from what I can gather from 
statistics that it is about $20, or something over $8,000,000 per 
annum. This $8,000,000 is paid to foreign shipowners for the 
transportation of immigrants to this country, and one of the evils 
growing out of immigration to the United States, to my mind, is 
that those foreign shipowners and this foreign shipping interest, 
through their agents abroad, encourage persons over Europe 
to come to this country for the sake of the money the steamshi 
lines get out of the business. y who can raise enoug 


Everybod 
money or have it provided who wants to come to the United 
States is reached by the aon of the steamship companies and 
brought to this country. some way or other paupers and crim- 
inals are supplied with money to come to this country; the cities 
of Europe get rid of this population largely by the aid of foreign 
shipping interest. 

1 ds not agree with the Senator from Minnesota when he says 
that the amendment is prohibitory. There is a way left open in 
the amendment by which the urate can reach this country 
without paying the head tax. It is by coming in American ships. 
Itis humiliating, I confess, that we have only one American line, 
although the Senator omitted to state that a great many immi- 
grants come to the United States in sailing vessels. But I venture 
to state that the present American line can bring all the immi- 
grants to this country that want to come in American ships, and 
would be willing to engage to do it. If the present American 
line could not bring all the immigrants, then other lines would be 
established at once. There is about $8,000,000 in the business per 
annum, and I am sure that if the amendment prevails the Ameri- 
can shipowners will get some of this traffic. e amendment does 
not necessarily exclude people who want to come to this country. 
I hope it will not always be the case that we will only have one 
American line to Europe, but that we may have many, and regain 
the commerce on the seas which we once enjoyed. 

In discussing the amendment, I will not go into the subject of 
American shipping. I do not offer it as the best means of pro- 
moting American shipping; far from it; but it isoneof the means, 
and it is the sense of this country, if I understand it, agreed to by 
nearly all parties, that there should be some proper restriction 
upon immigration. The amendment would be in a certain sense 
a restriction, and if not a restriction, it would encourage Ameri- 
can shipping. 

It would not hurt an immigrant to come to our country in an 
American ship, and by doing so he could come as cheaply as now 
and at the same time encourage American shipping. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am unable to vote for the amendment, 
and I will state briefly my reasons. The amendment is very 
adroitly contrived by the Senator from West 1 [Mr. 
ELKINS], who is always zealous and astute in behalf of any cause 
he seeks to promote to kill two birds with one stone to help the 
American ee lines and to limit immigration. Iam unable 
to follow the Senator in his attempts to do both of those things by 
means of this amendment. I am willing to vote to aid the Ameri- 
can line of steamshi I believe it now has al subsidy in the 
way of mail money from this Government. During the last ses- 
sion we passed a law giving to that steamship line the exclusive 
carriage of express packages between Europe and this country by 
a discrimination which we made. If it is necessary to keep the 
American line running, or to establish another American line, I 
am willing to vote to aid the lines from the Treasury of the United 
States to any reasonable extent, but I am not in favor of doing it 
by imposing a head tax upon immigrants coming to this country. 

I am in favor of as rigid immigration laws as any Senator in this 
Chamber. I have endeavored to contribute to the enactment of 


laws for the limitation of immigration, but the policy as to the 
imposition of a head tax has been to levy only such a head tax as 
would pay the expenses of administering the immigration laws. 
It is right to pay for administering the laws, to pay for taking care 


of the paupers who come here through the year, after they come, 
to sustain them until they can be sent back to their native coun- 
try. That principle is justifiable—to make the immigrants pay 
the expenses of administering tliese laws. But, Mr. President, the 
last thing in the world that this country ought to dois to raise 
mone by. putting a tax upon immigrants coming here, to be put 

nited States. A tax of one or two 


into the Treasury of the ol- 
lars a head pays all the bills. If this tax is imposed, we will take 
out of the pocket of every immigrant who comes here $8. 


So far as the imposition of the tax might tend to keep immi- 
grants from coming, I sympathize with the motive, but we have 
to consider it with reference to the immigrants whocome. When 
an immigrant comes here, a single man, a single woman, a man 
and wife, or family, if there is any good use to which they can 

ut $8 each that will benefit this country it is to their own use. 

hey need it when they come here. They are not allowed by 
existing laws to come here with any contract that they may go to 
work and earn a living. If they have any such contract, either 
express or implied, they are sent back, and so they come here 
pao: and, as we are going to require now, intelligent immigrants 

become a part of our social and political system. They come 

here to go out on the Western prairies, into the State of the Sena- 
tor who addressed the Senate in opposition to the amendment, to 
make their homes there, The very best use to which that mone; 
can be put is to leave it in the hands of the immigrant, and 
for one repudiate the idea that under any policy of restriction of 
immigration the United States ought by a head tax to take money 
out of the immigrants who come here and seek to become citizens 
of the United States and put it into the Treasury. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to ask the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire a question before he takes his seat. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New 
Hampshire yield to the Senator from Alabama? 

Mr. DLER. Certainly. 

Mr. MORGAN. I find no definition in the pending bill, and I 
find none in any law which I have seen yet, as to what it is that 
constitutes an immigrant. That icular character who is de- 
nounced in this bill and kept out of the country because he can not 
read is not defined in any statute so far as 1 know. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is not defined anywhere, I will say to the 
Senator. The duty of determining whether a person who comes 
to this country has come as a visitor or has come as an immigrant 
has to be left necessarily to the immigration officers who adminis- 
ter these laws. 

Mr. MORGAN. The man comes; he lands in Philadelphia or 
Boston, and he is inquired of by the immigration agent whether 
he is an immigrant. He says, No; I am a visitor.“ How soon is 
he 1 to return to his country if he gets in here as a visitor? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Practically, the question is settled by exer- 
cising a stricter supervision over steerage passengers than over 
cabin passengers. At the same time the immigration inspectors 
do examine the lists of cabin passengers and take all the pains 
they can to apply the immigration laws to cabin passengers as 
well as to steerage passengers. But necessarily the question 
whether a person comes as an immigrant or as a visitor must be 
decided by the i nt i ctor at the docks on our seaboard. 

Mr. MORGAN. r all, it is a question of intention on the 

art of the immigrant, and there is nobody who can decide the 
intention but the immigrant himself. o man can inspect 
another man’s mind or heart and find out what he means to do 
except by what he says. When the man lands at Boston and is 
inquired of whether he is an immigrant, he says: No; Iam not 
an immigrant.” He does not say he will not become one to-mor- 
row. He does not say that to-morrow he may marry some woman 
in this 572 and make up his mind to live here permanently. 

Mr. CHANDLER. What is the object of the Senator in mak 


ing the inquiry? 
. MORGAN. My difficulty 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will say to the Senator that the present 
head tax of $1 is imposed not only upon immigrants, but on all 
passengers. The present $1 head tax, which we use to pay the 
expenses of administering the 5 laws, we collect from 
every passenger who comes by sea from a foreign country except 
American citizens. 

Mr. MORGAN. My object in making the inquiry is to ascer- 
tain whether there is in this bill which we are proposing to enact, 
or in any law of the United States, a legal test of who is an immi- 
grant, because unless you make a test of that kind the law is 
entirely at the mercy of the man who comes here to say whether 
he is an immigrant or not. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That may be a defect of the existing system 
but there is no way. if the Senator will allow me, to define it. If 
any distinguished European citizen comes to this country we do 
not interrogate him as to whether or not he intends to remain. 

Mr. MORGAN. I, as the Senator from New Hampshire asserts, 
there is no way to make a definition on this subject, or to make a 
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law by which a man can be excluded as an immigrant because 
he comes in that character, of course he is bound to say that the 
law we are trying to enact is of no use. If you can not enforce 
the law against the man's declarations, whether the declarations 
are false or not, of course the law is of no service. He can evade 
it by merely making a declaration of his intention to be or not to 
be an immigrant, and yet after he has landed here he may ina 
day change his intention from that of a mere visitor to that of an 
immigrant to this country for purposes of settlement and natu- 
ralization. 

I call the attention of the Senate to this subject because I believe 
this legislation is not going upon the proper line. I believe that 


the way to reach the evil we are trying to remedy, in addition, if 
you please, to what yos have in pending bill, is to make it 
applicable to the right of naturalization, to make it applicable to 


e right to file an application to become a citizen. For ce, 
provide that no man can become a citizen of the United States by 
naturalization unless he can read and write in some 5 
The law might declare that no man can become a citizen of the 
United States except upon an application filed after five years of 
permanent residence in the United States and proof of good char- 
acter. We might raise the time to five years in reference to citi- 
zenship. If you apply your legislation to that subject, then you 
will have some chance to enforce penalties and restrictions upon 
foreign immigration. But if you leave it merely to the declara- 
tion of the immigrant himself as to whether he is coming here as 
an immigrant or only as a visitor, your law can not possibly 
amount to anything. È h 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I hope the bill will pass as 
reported by the committee, If it should be found after testing 
it that it is leaky, we can apply the exact remedy. It certainly 
has very important provisions in it. The clause fora test as to 
reading and writing is important in many r ts. I will state 
that I have given a little attention to the condition of our insane 
asylums, and I am informed in a general way that more than 
three-fourths of the insane in many of the States are foreigners. 
I visited the insane asylum of Nevada recently, while I was at 
home, and I ascertained that over 90 per cent of the inmates are 
foreigners. The Poeun in charge told me that the majority of 
those of foreign birth had been insane practically from infancy. 
They never had been competent to take care of themselves; they 
had always been helpless; and he explained the reasons, stating 
RDR E ly the test of reading and writing it will 

inly if you app 0 of reading an I 

exclude that class of ne who are becoming a tremendous 
charge in the various States. I think very important informa- 
tion would be obtained if we could have reports from the different 
States as to their insane asylums, giving the percentage of for- 
eigners and the percentage of those who have n always hel 
less. I think it would show that Europe has been sending to t 
country vast numbers of imbeciles whom we put in our insane 
asylums as insane who never were sane, and whom it was the day 
of ee foreign countries to provide for. Applying this test wi 
stop that evi 

urther investigation will show how very extensive it has been. 
I believe that if we should pass this bill as it is, when it went into 
operation we would learn any defects it may have, and a slight 
amendment would correct them. I do not now see how we $an 
apply the provision to charge a certain amount of money, with a 
guaranty that the immigrant will go back, and all that. That 
complicates it. We do not know how to do it. Nobody seems to 
be clear as to how it would work. The bill as reported is ee 
simple; its provisions can be executed; I think it will be very val - 
uable; and I hope it will pass as it comes from the committee. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. President, I can not agree with my friend 
from New Hampshire that the amendment offered by the Senator 
from West Virginia is imposing a head tax upon immigrants into 
this country. The amendment, if I understand it correctly, pro- 
vides that those who come to this country as immigrants in s 
flying the Stars and Stripes shall have a special concession 0 
to them of 810 per head. Surely, Mr. President, it seems to me 
any immigrant inspired by the right principle, who comes here 
with the right motives, because he is attached to our institutions 
and desires to better his condition and become a citizen of this 
Republic, would wait a week or two and take passage in an 
American ship. It is a proper elementary school for him to take 
his first lesson in American citizenship by being under the influ- 
ence of a ship flying Old Glory at her Beaks officered by American 
citizens, and with a crew composed mostly of American citizens. 
I think it is a wise provision that this amendment should be incor- 
porated into the law, for after the immigrant has made the pas- 
sage across the Atlantic Ocean surrounded by those influences he 

ill, perhaps, be better able to fully appreciate the beneficent 
influences that are to surround him in the country which he pro- 
poses to make his future home. 

It isa right step, too, I think, to give this crumb of comfort, 


financially, to American ships. 
which has been referred to my friend from Minnesota, the 
German line of steamers, the nch line, the Italian line, are all 
receiving’ large subsidies from their respective Governments, 
amounting to treble, ayepquadruple, that paid to American ships, 
and itis proper, I think, that this discrimination should be made in 
favor of our own vessels. It is a crumb of comfort, and at the same 
time it is giving . to our American shipbuilders in 


The English line of steamers, 


leading them to hope that Con will hereafter do more for them. 
There is another phase of this question that has not been pre- 
sented here. In the State of California we were flooded a few 


years age by Chinese who came into that State and the other 
States of the Pacific Coast. It was only after appealing to Con- 
for many years that relief came to us and that class of serv- 
fio labor was prevented, in a degree, from overrunning our State 
and taking the bread from our own people who were seeking, and 
are to-day seeking, employment. But we are threatened and 
menaced by another evil almost as great. There is the Japanese 
nation—the Yankees of the West, you may call them. They are 
coming into the States of Oregon and California and they are 
making their way East. Wages for skilled labor in Japan are 
one-tenth of the amount they are in this country, and for ordi 
workmen perhaps an amount twenty times less than here is pai 
Already the Japanese Government is offering a subsidy. I have 
the figures here with me. It is almost appalling to our American 
shipowners to think that the Japanese Government to-day is 
offering a subsidy of 25 cents on a minimum tonnage of 700 tons 
register. It is one quarter of a dollar of our money per ton for a 
thousand miles run at a minimum of 10 knots per hour; 
and there is an extra 10 per cent for each 500 tons of increased ton- 
nage over a thousand tons and up to 6,000 tons, and a sub- 
sidy increase of 20 per cent for each knot over 10 knots additional 
2 up to 17 knots. I do not want to weary the Senate by giving 

o data in relation to what they are doing to encourage their 
ships which are bringing emigrants from that country, who are 
5 into this country, to compete with our people; but the 
subsidy on a ship of 5,000 tons register of foreign build making 15 
knots s amounts in round numbers to $31,500 per voyage 
tween the ports on the Pacific Coast and Japan. 

Mr. FR The round trip? 

Mr. PERKINS. The round trip, paying the expenses really of 
the ship for the round voyage between Japan and the Pacific 
Coast. Is it a tax apon immigrants to say that if they come in 
those ships subsidized by the Japanese Government they shall pay 
$10 more than when they come in an American-built ship mann 
Dra nerina: I can not agree with my friend from New Hamp- 
shire in the position he takes upon this question. 

Referring to the remarks of my friend from Minnesota [Mr. 
NELSON] on the great pro; made by the Scandinavians of Den- 
mark, Norway, and Sweden in their successful navigation of the 
ocean, let me ask why it is. There are two reasons, but the prin- 
cipal reason is because their wages are but 25 per cent of the sum 
which we are paying those who man our American ships. The 
Scandinavians are the best sailorsin the world and they are among 
the best citizens we have in this country; but it is not the fault of 
foreigners that they do not come here and dominate our coast 
trade and take it from us and pay the small wages they are paying 
in those countries. : 

Only a few days ago I read in one of the exchanges that English 
shipowners had placed some of their ships under the Norwegian 
flag. Why? Because the sailors’ associations of those countries 
were not so organized that they could command the that 
were paid by the English 9 and the reason why the num- 
ber of ships under the flag of Norway and Sweden to- day is increas- 
ing is simply because they operate their vessels cheaper than we 
operate our vessels, 

But I will not weary the Senate. I hope theamendment will be 
adoptéd. It is on the right lines. It is on the lines of progressive 
American shipping interests. It is on the lines of true American- 
ism. The immigrant is not worthy to come to this country and 
become an American citizen if he will not wait one week, aye, two 
weeks, to come in an American ship, and thereby save the $10 that 
= friend from New Hampshire says is a head tax imposed upon 

im. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, in my humble opinion the pendin, 
amendment is entirely in the wrong direction. There are sever: 
grounds upon which the amendment is defended. First, upon 
the ground that we need the revenue; second, upon the ground 
that it is desirable for the purpose of hindering and preventing 
immigration, and, third, upon the broad ground that it is neces- 
sary for the A deaf ripe ‘of protection. 

Mr. President, it can not be successfully defended upon either 

ound. In the first place, it will produce little or no revenue in 

act. It attempts simply to impose a sum ostensibly for revenue 


but in fact for something else, and violates every just principle o 
legislation. 


If Senators want to increase the revenues of the 


lines that 
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country bills can be introduced for that purpose, having for their 
direct and principal object the raising of revenue. If Senators 
desire to restrict immigration there are ample methods by which 
to doit. If they desire to prevent all immigration an amendment 
can be made to this bill for that e 

Again, the amendment is defended upon the high ground the 
high and oie ground, if I may use that word—of protection. It 
is the principle of protection run mad that you are to seize hold 
of this subject of immigration, which should be treated upon 
higher and different grounds than that which would te the 

uestion of 8 You =~ to take 2 2 WI it for 

e purpose of giving a monopoly to certain shi t sail across 
the Atlantic, and upon that ground you are to ie substantially 
the entire immigration of the 5 

Mr. President, where does this lead? If we are to protect Amer- 
ican shipping by this discrimination, why limit it to the ten-dollar 
matter? y not provide that there shall be no immigration at all, 
except by those who come over in American ships? That is the 
bold, that is the manly way of reaching the point desired to be 
reached. But itis 18 to take hold of taxing power of 
the Government and do indirectly what they have not the courage 
to do directly. 

Mr. President, where will this lead? Is it so necessary for the 
interests of this country to build up the mger service and 
freight service of American ships that we must violate every just 
principle of legislation to do it? Have there not been enough 
steps in the wrong direction heretofore? What will we hear at 
the extraordi session which yesterday seemed to be conceded 
by both sides of the Chamber would be convened? When the 
tariff bill comes before the Senate, if this principle shall be sus- 
tained and approved now, we will hear the argument advanced 
that certain rates of duties shall be placed upon articles, but that 
those duties shall be reduced if they come here in American bot- 
toms. That is the principle that beinsisted upon. It will be 
claimed that you must take away all the taxing power of the Gov- 
ernment, which gives you a right to discriminate upon the duties 
that you shall provide; that if the 1 come in American ships 
they shall pay only so much; and if they shall come in other 
ships they s pay so much more—losing sight of the great and 
high purpose of the Government in the raising of 5 
taxing powers of the Government. Unquestionably that be 
resorted to when the tariff shall be again revised. It is the spirit 
of paternalism run mad. It is an effort on your part not to legis- 
late directly in a manly way, in a straightforward way, in the 
ou want. you want more revenue, introduce your 
revenue bill. If you want to restrict immigration, restrict it in 
some proper and legitimate way. If you want to protect Amer- 
ican industries, it must be done in some other way than by using 
the taxing power of the Government to build up monopolies. 

Mr. President, upon every sort of ground it is a rinci- 
pe which is inyoked here, and the amendment ought not to be 

opted. 

. WOLCOTT. Mr. President, I am very glad that the Sen- 
ator from California [Mr. PERKINS] and others who advocate the 
comet | amendment have abandoned the notion that it is in 
the slightest degree restrictive of i tion or intended in the 
slightest degree to affect favorably the immigration to this coun- 


_try. The open p of the amendment is to further subsidize 
certain steamship lines. We have had a good deal of rience 
in the Senate with these American lines of steamers. e pay 


to-day $14,400 for every trip the ships make from New York to 
Southampton. We pay them $4 for every sea mile they travel as 
a bonus phen hrm ees American flag upon a line which has two 
ships, and two ships only, which were built in thiscountry. Not 
only that, Mr. President, but when the bill allowed them $4 a 
mile they contended successfully that a mile meant a land mile 
and not a sea mile, and so a few thousand dollars a trip was added 
to that subsidy. In the last half of the last session of Congress 
we a law which provided that nobody could ship an express 
age of a small size, of certain dimensions, unless he shipped 
Yb an American line of steamers. 

That much we are doing for the line, and now we are asked to 
legislate as to the steamers which, so far as the Atlantic trade is 
concerned, sail practically only from Southampton that every 
immi t must come by that line or pay a penalty of $10. It 
will defeat its purpose, Mr. President. It will defeat the purpose 
of the makers of theamendment. The effect of it must be of course 
that the other lines will have to their passengers for $10 less 
than an American line will carry theirs for, and the American line 
will receive the benefit of $10 upon each passenger. 

If that were the only effect we could bear it with equanimity. 
But it is going to have a more far-reaching effect. It means that 
the St. Lawrence River will be filled with steamers bringing 
immigrants to the United States. It means on the other side 
the ocean that the lines to Vancouver of the Canadian Pacific will 
bring the immigrants and land them at Vancouver. Wherever 


an immi t comes by land to this country he is exempted from 
the provisions of the law. 
en, further, look at the hardship that is imposed upon the 
immigrant. Among the best immigrants we get are the few we 
t from France, the immigrants from Norway, and elsewhere, 
ose people have got to come to Southampton to take their 
steamer, and they have got to pay that additional expense. That 
they must pay or else they must forfeit the sum of $10, which 
neither icts immigration nor affects it in any way except to 
impose an additional and unjust burden and hardship upon the 
immigrants to this country, whom we welcome under the condi- 
tions prescribed in the pending bill. 
Mr. LODGE. Mr. President—— 
Will the Senator from Massachusetts allow me 
to offer an amendment to the amendment before he proceeds with 
his remarks? 
Mr. LODGE. Certainly. 
Mr. MORGAN. Ioffer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amend- 
ment will be read by the Secretary. 
e SECRETARY. Add the following to the amendment already 
offered: 


ing vessels built in any foreign country, that are owned exclusivel 
oper: keD the United Beatae whe reside TN iti 


the rights and privileges of vessels built and owned in the United States, as 
to try and nationality, except as to the coastwise 6, u the pay- 
. duty of 20 per cent at the time of 1 — 


Mr. LODGE. Mr. President, I am entirely in favor of the prin- 

ciple of discriminating duties in favor of American shipping. I 
do not know that I am to a head tax on immi, ts. But 
I think that this amendment complicates the bill with a question 
which ought to be kept entirely apart from the question of immi- 
gration. 
_ A great many Senators who are in favor of the pending bill as 
it stands would be op , and properly opposed; very probably, 
to the introduction into it of provisions which bring up totally dif- 
ferent principles of legislation upon which parties are divided. As 
it now stands it is not in any sense a party measure. If we add to 
itan amendment prohibiting discriminating duties weimmediately 
carry it into the region of the much-mooted tariff question. 

It will be seen froin the character of the free-ship amendment, 
offered by the Senator from Alabama, just where it would lead us. 
S ing as the chairman of the committee in charge of the bill, 
I shoul et very much to see the bill, which I deem of very 

at im ce, complicated by other and extraneous questions, 

owever much the propositions of the original amendment com- 

mend themselves to me on independent grounds, I think it is the 

art of wisdom not to add this amendment to the bill, and I trust 
t it will not be done. 

Mr. SEWELL. Mr. President, I desire to correct the impres- 
sion which seems to have been created in connection with the 
American Steamship Line. From an intimate knowledge of the 
affairs of the line, I think I can state positively that they had no 
interest in and no knowledge of the amendment. While I agree 
with the Senator from Massachusetts that it would be a good 
thing some day to take up the question of discriminating duties, 


I do not want this company, who are doing their full duty to the 
5 to be saddled with the odium of trying to get money in 
way. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the amendment and the amend- 
ment to the amendment be laid on the table. 

Mr. ELKINS. Mr. President—— 

Mr. CHANDLER. I withdraw my motion for the present. 

Mr. ELKINS. In justice to the American Line, and answering 
the question asked by the Senator from New Jersey, I wish to 
state that I do not think any officer of that line or anybody inter- 
ested in it knew anything about the introduction of this amend- 
ment. I never disc the matter with any person connected 
with the American Line, and I donot know whether the American 
Line favors the amendment or not. I state that for the informa- 
tion of the Senator from Colorado. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I did not hear what the Senator stated. 

Mr. ELKINS. I only know one officer of the American line, 
and no officer of the line and no one interested, so far as I know, 
knew anything about my introducing the amendment. I intro- 
duced it lon: ago an original bill. 

Mr. WO . I.certainly did not mean to intimate that 
this bill was being by the American Steamship Line. I 
have no doubt the tor from West Virginia intended it as a 


Christmas present to the American Line without their knowledge. 
Mr. ELKINS. I should like to help the American Line, and I 
tell the Senator from Colorado I should like to help all American 
steamship lines and help American shipping generally. 
Mr. WOLCOTT. So would I. 
Mr. ELKINS. But the Senator is entirely wrong in saying that 
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there was soy ee here to benefit them directly or that the 
bill concerns them in Sry way #0 far as I have anything to do 
with it. It was not introduced at their request and I have never 
spoken to any officer or agent or any person connected with or 
interested in the American Line on the subject. i 

The Senator from Colorado makes the point that Chinese and 
Japanese coming to the United States, to save $10, will land at Van- 
couver. When a Japanese wants to get to Colorado he would have 
a hard time to save $10 by paying out $50 to come by railroad 
from Vancouver to Denver. Even the Japanese know more than 
this. The Senator also declares the St. Lawrence River would be 
filled with ships bringing immigrants to the United States who 
want to avoid the payment of the ten-dollar head tax. But sup- 
pose they wanted to come to West Virginia. They would have to 

ay $25 or $30 to come by rail, in order to save $10. Isay to the 
8 from Colorado this fully answers the practical point 
raised byan et, 

Now, Mr. President, here is an opportunity to make a distinc- 
tion between foreign ships and home ships, American interests 
and foreign interests. Iam not afraid to stand here and advo- 
cate American shipping and American interests. The Senator 
from New Hampshire is entirely mistaken when he calls this a 
head tax. Any immigrant coming into this country can avoid 
this tax by coming in an American ship; and I repeat, that it 
would help not only the American Line, but it would help Ameri- 
can lines that might hereafter be established, and American ship- 
ping 8 

American shipping needs all the aid it now enjoys and more to 
sustain itself against English o ition. 

I doubt whether the American line can live even with the aid 
from the Government it now enjoys. It is a great question—one 
full of doubt. Where the United States gives one dollar toward 
aiding American shipping, d gives three times as much to 
encourage lish shipping. we pursue our present policy, no 
matter how li it may seem, England will in time drive our 
ships off both the Atlantic and the Pacific. 

I nauete io te the sense of this 3 and the judgment of 
the e 0 is country, particularly wage earners, that 
there sould be some restriction which is substantial and not 
theoretical and sentimental upon immigrants coming here to 
compete with the American laborer. 

I believe, again, that at all times and on all occasions and when- 
ever an opportunity offers we ought to enco) American ship- 
ping. The Senator from New York is entirely mistaken in the 
statement that nobody wants the revenue which may come from 
this provision. I admit it is not nor was it intended as a revenue 
measure, but since the which has honored him and to which 
he formerly belonged has bankrupted the Government in four 
short years, even a few thousand dollars would be a help when 
we face a deficiency for the current year of fifty millions, and 
which is still ee. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Irenew my motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, to lay on the table the amendment 
and the amendment to the amendment. 

The motion was a to. 

Mr. MORGAN. I offer the amendment which I send to the 
desk as separate sections to the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Alabama will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. It is proposed to add as additional sections 

vern- 


the following: 

SEC. —. That n rson, bein; ib; citizen of any foreign 
ment, shall be admitted to * pant’ the laws of United States 
who, when ee for naturalization is made, can not read correctly the 
Ten . ments and the Constitution of the United States printed in 
BBG a That no application for citizenship in the United States and no dec- 
laration of intention to become such citizen shall be filed in any court or have 
validity for any purpose until it shall be first established by proof, to the sat- 
isfaction of the court or judge before whom such declaration is eor 
that such immigrant has, in good faith, resided in the United States continu- 
ously for the period of five years prior to the date of such application. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I am offering that amendment 
in perfect good faith, because I believe that that is the only point 
in which we can touch the question of immigration with any real 
value to the United States. A number of the States of this 
Union, including my own, exercising that sovereign right which 
they have of regulating the suffrage, prescribing the conditions 
of suffrage, admit men to vote who have come into the United 
States an filed a declaration of their intention to become citizens 
of this country. The only restriction that is put upon that by the 
different States is a certain time of residence within the State. 
The immigrant may come here and the next day he may declare 
his intention before a court to become a citizen of the United 
States and renounce his allegiance to all foreign potentates and 
powers. Thereupon, under the law as it is now, I believe he is 
required to reside here three years before he can be admitted to 
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full citizenship by naturalization, which must also be done by the 
action of a court. ; 
These State constitutions which admit men to this right of suf- 
frage, which is exclusively a State right, are all predicated upon 
an act of Congress. The act of Congress defines—and it is only 
that law which can define—the who have applied for 
citizenship in the United States who declare their intention to 
become citizens. So these constitutional declarations in the dif- 
ferent States, and all of the State laws predicated upon those con- 
stitutional provisions, hinge and hang upon the provisions in our 
law that a man may file his declaration of his intention to become 
a citizen on the day after or the day of his arrival in the United 
States if he chooses to do so. Therefore, a man who has no 
interest in this country, who can withdraw at pleasure his appli- 
cation to become a na i citizen, or ignore it, can go to 
Alabama and can vote in the elections there equally with the 
native-born citizen. That inducement held out by the different 
States is working a very serious injury upon the whole popula- 


tion of the country. It is admitting unqualified and unprepared 
men into the exercise of that s about which we have so 
many complaints made at so man erent times. 


Now, I pro to enlarge the e to five years, so that a man 
can not file his declaration of intention to become a citizen of the 
United States until after he has lived here five years continuously 
and in good faith, moving it to the law as it stands to regulate his 
other qualifications, such as good conduct and devotion to our 
institutions, and all of that, which I do not propose to change in 
the slightest are: et proposition is a — one, and a very 
distinct one, and it is only this: That the time for filing the decla- 
ration of intention to become a citizen of the United States shall 
be extended to the period of five years, and that until that period 
has elapsed and has been ascertained by the judge at the time of 
the filing of the application his declaration of intention to become 
a citizen shall not be valid for any purpose whatever. That is 
my poni that is my proposition, 

. President, if we are in earnest in trying to improve the real 
citizenship of the United States, which relates so necessarily to 
participation in the | pacers privi of this country, I do not 
see how we can avoid passing these additional sections to this bill. 
Leave the bill, if you please, standing where it is in respect of the 
right of coming ashore, the right of lan here, but when you 
come to provide for its effect upon the s e, upon participa- 
tion in the political powers and privileges of this country, let us 
say that no State of the American Union shall admit that man 
to suffrage upon the declaration of his intention to become a citi- 
zen until he has been here five years and has established his charac- 
ter according to the requirements of what is a pretty severe and 
strict law, if it is honestly administered. 

I put in the amendment, in addition to being able to read the 
Constitution of the United States, that he should be able to read 
the Ten Commandments; and as I stated before, it is in no spirit of 
levity that I introduce what I consider to be very much the most 
important feature of education into this measure, for an educa- 
tion in the Christian basis of the American Government is some- 
thing which every man ought to have before he acquires at least 
the nant of citizenship by adoption of this Government. I need 
not enlarge upon that. Ionly want to disabuse any impression 
that possibly might arise in the minds of the Senate or the 
country that in the introduction of this feature of the case I have 
anything else than the most serious intention of making every 
man who comes to the test to acquire American citizenship show 
before the officer, the judge who admits him, that he knows the 
foundations of the Christian religion as they are taught in the 
Ten Commandments. If he can read the Ten Commandments in 
his own way, whether he pursues them or not, whether he obeys 
that law or not, he is that far advanced toward real civilization, 
and until he is advanced that far toward real civilization he has 
never made one step in the march in that direction. The man 
who has not taken that step, the man whose mind and conscience 
do not recognize the supreme and divine anoraga the Ten 
Commandmentsas the basis of all jurisprudence and all law, has no 
right or qualification under the flag of the United States. That 
is not a religious test by any means. It is a test that goes to the 
constitution of society; it is a test which relates to that organism 
which pervades all Christendom, and it is a test which no nation 
in this world and no people in this world would dispense with or 
can afford to dispense with without invoking upon themselves the 
destruction of the Almighty. 

So, Mr. President, with due regard to these fundamental and 
foundation tests in all of our legislation, the Christian Sabbath, 
which is observed in this country from end to end and enforced 
by State laws and even by the laws of the United States Govern- 
ment, is one of the recognized institutions of every form of Chris- 
tianity, whether Protestant or Catholic, but it is aregulation of 
Christianity that this nation could not and would not dispense 
with. There are not a thousand votes, I suppose, in the United 
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States to-day that would strike from our Constitution and from 
our laws the distinct recognition of that divinely ordained day of 
rest. So what we may say about it makes no difference when we 


continually recognize in all of our social, domestic, political, na- 
tional. and State relations, and relations to the laws of our coun- 
try, the great underlying foundation of the Ten Commandments, 
for they all rest upon that. Let a man believe them as he will or 

ractice them as he will, but let it be understood that he must 

ow this before he can acquire citizenship in this country. I 
believe, and I believe it firmly, that if every man who comes up 
and upon oath accepts citiz ip and naturalization at the hands 
of our judicial officers were required to read the Ten Command- 
ments, though it might be the only time in a man’s life when he 
did read them, when it is associated with that act which chan 
his citizenship from one sovereign to another, that man’s mind 
will be impressed by the fundamental principles of that great 
code to such an extent that he at least will stand in a better light, 
a purer atmosphere in respect of the citizenship with which we 
are about to crown him; for, Mr, President, it is a crown of glory 
that we set upon the head of every man who comes to this coun- 
try from any monarchic region when we admit him to the great 
privileges, immunities, and responsibilities of American citizen- 
ship. The ioe bese ge Aa Rome of which Paul boasted was as noth- 
ing compared with the citizenship that we put like a crown of 
glory upon the head of a man who comes here from a forei 
country seeking refuge and hospitality on our shores and under 
our laws, and accepting oe his sworn petition that t privi- 
lege of American citizenship. Let him be qualified, let him be 

repared, at least if it is an educational test, by proving that he 
Bas had that much education in addition to his knowl of the 
fundamental law of our institutions. 

I therefore move the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. LODGE. Mr. President, I agree with the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Morgan] that citizenship in the United States is 
treated altogether too lightly under our laws. The naturalization 
laws need improvement and amendment, but I feel about this as 
I did about the last amendment offered by the Senator from West 
Virginia [Mr. ELKINS], that it is opening up a new and a Sa 
large question which is not strictly within the scope of this b 
The amendment deals with the naturalization laws and with 
admission to citizenship. This bill is intended to deal solely with 
the admission of immigrants. 

If I am not greatly mistaken, this bill as it stands has very 
nearly the unanimous support of the Senate. I do not want to 
encumber it with other questions or with amendments, however 
meritorious, which will open up new questions and divide the 
Senate on the great point of the restriction of immigration oy the 
test proposed in this bill. It is for that reason that I feel obliged 
to oppose this amendment as I opposed the last. 

a a no nearly 4 o’clock, and I move to lay the amendment on 

e table. 

Mr. MORGAN, On that I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GORMAN. Will the Senator from Massachusetts with- 
draw his motion for a moment, that I may say a word? 

Mr. LODGE. Certainly. 

Mr. GORMAN. At the request of my coll e [Mr. Gipson], 
who was taken suddenly ill several days since, the question of the 
consideration of this bill was postponed, and an agreement was 
entered into to finally vote on the bill at 4 o'clock to-day without 
further debate. My colleague was exceedingly anxious to ic- 
ipate in this debate, and had some remarks prepared and some 
amendments to offer. He had hoped to be able to reach here to- 
day, but was positively forbidden by his physician to leave his 
quarters. I do not want to ask any further ba Sera ig of the 
matter, nor does he, but I wish simply to state that it is owing to 
his unfortunate indisposition at this time that he is unable to pre- 
sent his views and to offer such amendments as he desires, 

Mr. LODGE. I now renew the motion to lay the amendment 
on the table, 

Mr. MORGAN. L ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PALMER. way I ask that the amendment may be read? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Alabama will be stated. 

The Secretary again read the amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Massachusetts to lay upon the table the pending 
amendment, on which the yeas and nays have been demanded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. CARTER (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the junior Senator from Maryland [Mr. Greson], and therefore 
withhold my vote. 

Mr. COCKRELL (when his name was called). 
with the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON]. 

Mr. CULLOM (yhen his name was called). 
the Senator from ware [Mr. GRAY]. 


I am paired 
I am paired with 


Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
senior Senator from Georgia [Mr. GORDON], and therefore with- 
hold my vote. 

Mr. PERKINS (when his name was called), Iam paired with 
the Senator from North Dakota [Mr. Roach]. In his absence, I 
withhold my vote. = 
Mr. SHOUP (when his name was called). I again announce 

air with the senior Senator from California [Mr. WHITE]. 
Mr. THURSTON (when his name was called). Ihavea general 
pair with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TILLMAN], and 
therefore withhold my vote. 

The roll call was concluded, 

Mr. BLANCHARD (after having volod in the affirmative). I 
have a pair with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. PRITCH- 


m 


ARD]. He did not answer tohis name and is not in the Chamber, 
I therefore withdraw my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 45, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—45. 
Allen, Dubo! Mitchell, Wis. Smi 
ee Pauleser, Nan Senk 
Blackburn, 5 Palmer, V. 
Brown, Pasco, 
Burro Hawley, Peffer, Wal I. 
Butler, Hill, Pettigrew, Wetmore, 
Caffery, Hoar, latt, 
Cannon, 0 octor. Wolco 
Chandler, McMillan, Quay, 
Clark, Martin, well, 
Davis, Sherman, 
NAYS—16. 
Baker, Chilton, Kyl Mo 
Berry, Gallinger, Nia A Murphy, 
Call, orman, Mantle, 
Cameron, Hansbrough, Mitchell, Oreg. Teller. 
NOT VOTING—28. 
Aldrich, Danie! Irby, Show 
Allison, Eleina 8 aire, 
Blanchard, Gear, J Ney. urston, 
Brice, George, M de, Tillman, 
Carter. gine. SED 8 
Gordon, hard, arre: 

Cullom, Gray, White.” 


So the amendment was laid on the table. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, 

yee . T. The question now is on the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. MILLS. Let us have the yeas and nays on that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Reccotary proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. BLANCHARD (when his name was called). Ihaveagen- 
eral pair with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. PRITCHARD], 
and therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. COCKRELL (when his name was called). Iam paired 
with the senior Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON], and therefore 
withhold my vote. 

Mr. CULLOM (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Gray]. If he were 
present, I should vote yea.” 

Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). 
with the senior Senator from Georgia 
present, I should vote yea.” 

Mr. McBRIDE (when his name was called), I have a general 

ir with the seniorSenator from tang [Mr. GEORGE]. I will 
ansfer that pair to the Senator from Wyoming [Mr. WARREN], 
and vote“ yea.” 

Mr. PERKINS (when his name was called). I have a general 
Pr with the senior Senator from North Dakota [Mr. ROACH]. 

f it will be satisfactory to the Senator from Louisiana [Mr, 
BLANCHARD], I will transfer that pair to the Senator from North 
Carolina . PRITCHARD], which will permit the Senator from 
Louisiana and myself to vote. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I will consent to that. 

Mr. PERKINS. I vote yea.“ 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Under that arrangement I vote “nay.” 
Mr. SHOUP (when his name was called). I have a standi 
pair with the senior Senator from California [Mr. WHITE], an 

therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. THURSTON (when his name was called). Ihave a general 
pair with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TILLMAN]. If he 
were present, I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. WOLCOTT (when his name was called). I have a pair 
with the junior Senator from Ohio [Mr. Brice]. Iam notcertain 
how he would vote, and therefore withhold my vote. If he were 
here, I should vote yea.” 

The roll call was concluded. 


I have a general pair 
. GORDON]. If he were 
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Mr. CARTER. I have a general pair with the junior Senator 
from land [Mr. Greson]. If he were present, he would vote 
“nay,” and I should vote yea.“ 


The result was announced—yeas 52, nays 10; as follows: 
YEAS—52. 
Allen, Cla Kyl Platt, 
Bacon, Suri Lodge, Proctor, 
. Elias” MeMillan, oy 
Berry, Faulkner, Mantle, ewe s 
OWD, erman, 
3 Mitchell, Oreg. Smith, 
Bauer Hal ý o i Stewart, . 
Call, ene h, N 0 nang 
Cannon, Hawley, Peffer, Walthall, 
Chan: A Perkins, ‘Wetmore, 
Chil Hoar, Pettigrew, ilson. 
NAYS—10. 
‘burn, Lindsay, Morgan, Vilas. 
Murphy, 
e Mitchell, Wis Paimen 
NOT VOTING—27. 
Aldrich, Gear, Jones, Ark. Tillman, 
Jones, Nev. Turpie, 
= = 1 
Cockrell, — Shoup, White, 
Cullom, Gray, Squire, Wolcott. 
Daniel, Irby, Thurston, 
So the bill was passed. 
Mr. LODGE. I move that the Senate request a conference with 


the House of Representatives upon the bill and amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. r 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. LODGE, 

. CHANDLER, and Mr. FAULKNER were appointed. 
ELECTRIC-LIGHT SUBWAYS. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I submit a resolution for which I ask im- 
mediate consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Hampshire 
asks unanimous consent for the present consideration of a resolu- 
tion which will be read for information. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That until Congress rent ied by legislation for the construc- 
tion of municipal subways, or othe: oxide for the extension of under- 
ound electric-light wires or conduits, the Commissioners of the District of 

lumbia are requested not to permit excavations in the streets, 8 
alleys of the city of Washington for the laying of any additional wires for 
electric lighting. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from New Hampshire for the present consideration 
of the resolution which has been read? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think it ought to go over. 

Mr. SMITH. Has the resolution been before the Committee on 
the District of Columbia? 

Mr. GALLINGER. It has not. 

Mr. SMITH. I move that it be referred to that committee. 

Mr. GALLINGER. If objection is made, the resolution goes 
over; it need not be 3 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. An objection being interposed, the 
resolution will go over. 

PUBLIC LANDS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask that the unfinished business may be 
laid before the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
unfinished business, which will be stated by title. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free home- 
steads on the pom lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and 
bona fide settlers and reserving the public lands for that purpose. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Ə bill is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION, 


Mr. CULLOM. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After fifteen minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 4 o’clock and 
80 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until Monday, December 
21, 1896, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. 


Executive nominations received by the Senate December 17, 1896. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Adjutant-General’s Department. 

Lieut. Col. Merritt Barber, assistant adjutant-general, to be 
assistant adjutant-general with the rank of colonel, November 16, 
1896, vice Vincent, retired from active service, 


Maj. John Curtis Gilmore, assistant adjutant-general, to be 
assistant adjutant-general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, 
November 15, 1896, vice Barber, promoted. 


Quartermaster’s Department. 
Lieut. Col. William Burton Hughes pene deceased], deputy 


quartermaster-general, to be assistant quartermaster-general 
with the rank of colonel, August 21, 1896, vice Sawtelle, who va- 
cated on accepting appointment as Quartermaster-General. 

Lieut. Col. Augustus Gilman Robinson, deputy quartermaster- 
general, to be assistant Baga De ee with the rank of 
colonel, September 22, 1896, vice Hughes, deceased. : 

Maj. John Vincent Furey, quartermaster, to be deputy quarter- 
master-general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, August 21, 
1896, vice Hughes, promoted.. 

Maj. Lewis Cass Forsyth, quartermaster, to be deputy quarter- 
master-general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, September 
22, 1896, vice Robinson, promoted. 

Capt. Charles Booth, assistant quartermaster, to be quar- 
ser with the rank of major, August 21, 1896, vice Furey, 
promoted. 

Capt. William Samuel Patten, assistant quartermaster, to be 
5 with the rank of major, September 22, 1896, vice 


orsyth, promoted. 

Medical Department. 

Lieut. Col. Charles Ravenscroft Greenleaf, deputy dard see keep 
eral, to be assistant surgeon-general with the rank of colonel, 
N ee Stokes Nia from se pipet 

aj. William Henry Gardner, surgeon, to eputy surgeon- 
pow with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, October 10, 1896, vice 
reenleaf, promoted. 

Capt. William Blackford Davis, assistant surgeon, to be sur- 
goon 45. the rank of major, August 11, 1896, vice Worthington, 

eceased, 

Capt. William Winbourn Gray, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon 
with the rank of major, October 10, 1896, vice Gardner, promoted. 

Capt. Louis Brechemin, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon with 
the rank of major, November 9, 1896, vice Price, deceased. 

Capt. Louis Areatole La Garde, assistant surgeon, to be eon 
with the rank of major, November 13, 1896, vice Lauderdale, re- 
tired from active service. 


Cavalry arm. 
Maj. James Franklin Randlett, Ninth Ca to be lieutenant- 
colonel, October 14, 1896, vice Bernard, Ninth Cavalry, retired 


from active service. 

Capt. Henry Jackson, Seventh Cavalry, to be major, August 27, 
1896, vice Keyes, Third Cavalry, retired from active service. 

Capt. Albert Emmett Woodson, Fifth Cavalry, to be major, Oc- 
tober 14, 1896, vice Randlett, Ninth Cavalry, promoted. 

First Lieut. Herbert Jermain Slocam, Seventh Cavalry, to be 
captain, August 26, 1896, vice De Rudio, Seventh Cavulry, retired 
from active service. 

First Lieut. William John Nicholson, adjutant, Seventh Cav- 
alry, 7 — captain, August 27, 1896, vice Jackson, Seventh Cavalry, 
promoted. 

First Lieut. Fred Waldron Foster, Fifth Cavalry, to be captain, 
October 14, 1896, vice Woodson, Fifth Cavalry, promoted. 

First Lieut. William Carey Brown, First Ca to be captain, 
8 6, 1896, vice Adams, First Cavalry, retired from active 
service. 

Second Lieut. William Thomas Littebrant, Tenth Cay , to 
be first lieutenant, August 26, 1896, vice Slocum, Seventh Cav- 
alry, promoted. 

Second Lieut. Matthew Calbraith Butler, jr., Fifth Cavalry, to 
be first lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Brewer, Seventh Cavalry, 
appointed adjutant. 

second Lieut. Henry Anson Barber, First Cavalry, to be first 
lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Watkins, Ninth Cavalry, retired 
from active service. 

Second Lieut. Michael Mark McNamee, Third Ca to be 
first lieutenant, September 9, 1896, vice Jackson, Ninth Cavalry, 
appointed quartermaster. 

Second Lieut. Richmond McAllister Schofield, Fourth Cavalry, 
to be be lieutenant, October 14, 1896, vice Foster, Fifth Cavalry, 
promoted. 

Second Lieut. Ralph Harrison, Second Cavalry, to be first liou- 
tenant, November 6, 1896, vice Brown, First Cavalry, promoted. 

Artillery arm. 

Lieut. Col. Alexander Cummings McWhorter Pennington, 
Fourth Artillery, to be colonel, October 29, 1896, vice Lodor, Sec- 
ond Artillery, retired from active service. 

Maj. Henry Cornelius Hasbrouck, Fourth aruer to be lieu- 
tenant-colonel, October 29, 1896, vice Pennington, Fourth Artil- 
lery, promoted. 

ee John Haskell Calef, Second Artillery, to be major, August 
27, 1896. vice Turnbull, First Artillery, retired from active service. 
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Capt. John Luke Tiernon, Third Artillery, to be major, Septem- 


ber 1, 1896, vice „First , retired from active service. 

50 25 James Madison Lancaster. ird Artillery, to be major, 
October 29, 1896, vice Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery, promoted. 

First. Lieut. Robert Harmon Patterson, First Artillery, to be 
captain, June 29, 1896, vico Shaw, First Artillery, retired from 
active service. 

First Lieut. Oliver Ellsworth Wood, Fifth Artillery, to be cap- 
tain, August 27, 1896, vice Brincklé, Fifth Artillery, retired from 
active service. 

First Lieut. Edwin Styles Curtis, Second Artillery, to be cap- 
tain, August 27, 1896, vice Calef, Second Artillery, promoted. 

irst Lient. Edward Davis, Third Artillery, to be captain, Sep- 
tember 1, 1896, vice Tiernon, Third Artillery, ade 

First Lieut, Joseph Mark Califf, Phird ery, to be captain, 
October 29, 1896, vice Lancaster, Third Artillery, promoted. 

Second Lieut. William Lac Kenly, Fourth Artillery, to be first 
lieutenant, June 29, 1896, vice Patterson, First ery, promoted. 

Second Lient. William George Haan, Fifth Artillery, to be first 
lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Wood, Fifth Artillery, promoted. 

Second Lieut. Sidney Sanzade Jordan, Fifth Artillery, to be first 
rere August 27, 1896, vice Curtis, Second Artillery, pro- 


moted. 
Second Lieut. Walter Augustus Bethel, Fourth Artillery, to be | P 


first 5 September 1, 1896, vice Davis, Third Artillery, 


promo 
Second Lieut. Morris Keene Barroll, Second Artillery, to be first 
lieutenant, October 29, 1896, vice Califf, Third Artillery, promoted. 


Infantry arm. 


Maj. Joseph Theodore Haskell, Twenty-fourth Infantry, to be 
lieutenant-colonel, August 27, 1896, vice Bradford, Seventeenth 
Infantry, retired from active service. 

Capt. H Hollingsworth Humphreys, Fifteenth Infantry, to 
be major, J 18, 1896, vice Gageby, Twelfth taniy, deceased. 

Capt. Otis er Pollock, Twenty-third Infantry, to be major, 
August 27, 1896, vice Haskell, Twenty-fourth Infantry, promoted. 

First Lieut. David Dawson Mitchell, adjutant, Fifteenth Infan- 
try, to be 3 July 13, 1896, vice Humphreys, Fifteenth Infan- 

promo 
irst, Lieut. Alfred Bainbridge Johnson, Seventh Infantry, to 
3 August 27, 1896, vice Jamar, Fourteenth Infantry, 

mi S : 

First Lieut. Charles Byrne, Sixth Infantry, to be captain, 
Au 27, 1896, vice Townsend, Sixth Infantry, retired from 
active service. 

First Lieut. William Ralph Abercrombie, Second Infantry, to 
be captain, August 27, 1896, vice Sarson, Second Infantry, retired 
from active service. 

First Lieut. William Augustus Nichols; quartermaster Twenty- 
third Infantry, to be captain, August 27, 1896, vice Po 5 
Twenty-third Infantry, promoted. 

First Lieut. Colville Penroe Terrett, adjutant, 8 Infantry, 
to be captain, August 27, 1896, vice Eighth Infantry, 
iet Lion Nef Pe Sate P First Infantry, to be captain. 

eut. Nat Poyn r, m ca 5 
November 4, 1896, vice Pierce, First Infantry, deceased. 

First Lient. Alexis Supt Paxton, Fifteenth Infantry, to be 
captain, November 7, 1896, vice Chapin, Fifteenth Infantry, re- 
tired from active service. : 

First Lieut. Zerah Watkins Torrey, Sixth Infantry, to be cap- 
tain, November 19, 1896, vice Munson, Sixth Infantry, retired 
from active service. 

Second Lieut. Edwin Victor Bookmiller, Second Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant, July 10, 1896, vice Schenck, Ninth Infantry, 
wholly retired from the service. 

Second Lieut. Alexander Ross Piper, Second Infantry, to be 

miley, Fifteenth Infantry, 


first lieutenant, July 16, 1896, vice 
appointed adjutant. 

Second Lieut. Edward Thomas Winston, Fourteenth Infantry, 
to be first lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Williams, Nineteenth 
Infantry, retired from active service. t 

Second Lieut. Matt Ransom Peterson, Sixth Infantry, to be first 
Heavens, August 27, 1896, vice Johnson, Seventh try, pro- 
moted, 

Second Lieut. Edwin Tuttle Cole, Eighth Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant, A 27, 1896, vice Byrne, Sixth Infantry, promoted. 

Second Lieut. William Allen Se E Twenty-second Infantry, 
to be first lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Abercrombie, Secon: 
Infantry, promoted. 

Second Lieut. John Bolger Meigs Taylor, Seventh Infantry, to 
be first lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Edwards, Twenty-third 
Infantry, appointed quartermaster. 

Second Lieut. George William Kirkman, First Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant, August 27, 1896, vice Stafford, Eighth Infantry, 


inted quartermaster. 
„777% Peanets Same: Easy) jr, Dath tatankey, io 


be first lieutenant, November 4, 1896, vice Phister, First Infantry, 


_ Second Lieut. Sydney Amos Cloman, First Infantry, to be first 
3 November 7, 1896, vice Paxton, Fifteenth Infantry, 
promoted. 

Second Lieut. Charles Crawford, Tenth in niy to be first 
33 November 11, 1896, vice Brooke, Twenty-first Infantry, 


Second Lient. William Sidney Graves, Seventh Infantry, to be 
first lientenant, November 19, 1896, vice Torrey, Sixth Infantry, 
promoted. 

Medical Department—To be assistant surgeons with the rank of first 
lieutenant. 

Basil Hicks Dutcher, of New York, October 26, 1896, vice Perley, 
promoted. ; 

Leigh Austin Fuller, of New Jersey, October 26, 1896, vice 
Macauley, deceased. 

Franklin Middleton Kemp, of New York, October 26, 1896, vice 
Robinson, 3 a 

George red Skinner, of Minnesota, October 26, 1896, vice 
Fisher, deceased. 

Carl Por i Darnall, of New Jersey, October 26, 1896, vice Davis, 
romoted. 

William Evans Richards, of Mississippi, October 26, 1896, vice 
Gray, promoted. 

Louis Percy Smith, of the District of Columbia, November 9, 
1896, vice Brechemin, promoted. 

Marshall Morgan ud, of Kansas, November 18, 1896, vice 
La Garde, 


To be post chaplain. 

Rev. Leslie Richard Groves, of New York, October 26, 1896, vice 

Simpson, retired from active service. 
Ordnance Department. 
Capt. Valentine McNally, ordnance storekeeper, to be ordnance 
eeper with the rank of major, June 6, 1896, to fill an origi- 
nal vacancy. 
Corps of Engineers—To be additional second lieutenants, 
1. Cadet Edwin Roy Stuart. 
2. Cadet George Matthias Hoffman. 
Artillery arm—To be additional second lieutenants, 

8. Cadet Harry Frederick Jackson. 

4. Cadet Robert Emmet Callan. 

5. Cadet William Harvey Tschappat. 

7. Cadet William Slann Gui 5 

9. Cadet Edwin Landon. 

11. Cadet Clarence Henry McNeil. 

12. Cadet Joseph Powell Tracy. 

14. Cadet Lloyd land. 

16. Cadet James William Hinkley, jr. 

19. Cadet Percy Myers Kessler. 

23. Cadet Johnson $ 

80. Cadet eee Thomas Patterson, 

82. Cadet Kerby Fergusson. 

Cavalry arm Io be second lieutenants. 

8. — Eugene Postell Jervey, jr., vice Quay, Fifth Cavalry, 
promoted. 

10. Cadet Le Roy Eltinge, vice Hart, Fourth Cavalry, promoted. 

13. es John Buffalo Christian, vice Suplee, Cavalry, 
promoted. 

15. Cadet Thomas Ferrers Howard, vice Lyman, Second Cav- 
alry, retired from active service. 

17. Cadet George Williams Moses, vice Ryan, Third Cayalry, 


promoted. 

20. Cadet Newton Dayidson Kirkpatrick, vice Anderson, First 
2. ted. ; 

22. det Charles Ezra Stodter, vice Perry, Ninth Cavalry, pro- 


moted. 
25. Cadet Alexander Macomb Miller, jr., vice Stockle, Tenth 
Cavalry, promoted. 
To be additional second lieutenants, 

27. Cadet Paul Reisinger. 

28. Cadet Charles Bryant Drake. 

29. Cadet Charles McKinley Saltzman, 
31. Cadet John Morrison, jr. 
83. Cadet Harry Ormiston Williard. 
85. Cadet Lucius Roy Holbrook, 
87. Cadet John Parsons Wade. 
40. Cadet Elvin Ralph Heiberg. 

Morris 


41. Cadet Stephen ger. 


. Cadet Ola Walter Bell. 

Cadet Abraham Grant Lott. 

Cadet Edward Leonard King. 

Cadet Samuel Field Dallam. - 
57. Cadet William Kelly, jr. 
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59. Cadet. Thomas Summerlin, 
61. Cadet Charles Trumbull d. 
Cadet Charles Whi 


71. Cadet Lanning Parsons. 
72. Cadet Edward Pere Orton. 
73. Cadet Robert Boyd Powers. 
Infantry arm—To be second lieutenants. 
6. Cadet Samuel Victor McClure, vice Sargent, Seventh Infan- 


try, promoted, r f : 
18. Cadet Alga Prestina Berry, vice Sigworth, Tenth Infantry, 
21. Cadet Lucian Stacy, vice Chase, Twentieth Infantry, pro- 


moted. 
24. Cadet Haydon Young Grubbs, vice Lowe, Eighteenth In- 
fantry, promoted. 
26. Cadet Celwyn Emerson Hampton, vice Hagadom, Twenty- 
third Infantry, promoted. 
34. erschel Tupes, vice Jackson, Fifteenth Infantry, 
moted. 
5786. Eao George Henry Shelton, vice Lee, Eleventh Infantry, 
romoted. 
i 88. Cadet Isaac Newell, vice Hambright, Twenty-second Infan- 


* 
To be additional second lieutenants. 

89. Cadet Robert Morris Brookfield. 
44, Cadet Frank Homer Whitman. 
45. Cadet Francis Gurney Smith. [Since resigned.] 
46. Cadet Clarence Newcomb Purdy. 
47. Cadet Merch Bradt Stewart. 
48. Cadet Frederick Worthington Lewis. 
50. Cadet Charles Ernest Russell. 


55. Cadet Reynolds Johnston Burt. 
Cadet Russell Creamer Langdon, 

Cadet Harry Herbert Tebbetts. 

Cadet Thomas Aloysius Wansboro. 
Cadet Houston Valle Evans. 

Cadet Arthur Raphael Kerwin. 

Cadet George Swazey Goodale. 

Cadet Benjamin Minturn Hartshorne, jr. 
Cadet Frank Crandall Bolles. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 17, 1896. 
ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY AND MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY. 


Macgrane Coxe, of New York, to be envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States to Guatemala and 


Honduras. 
SECRETARIES OF LEGATION. 
C. Max Manning, of Geo: to be secretary of the legation of 
the United States at Monro Liberia. = 


John Ridgely Carter, of Maryland, to be second secretary of 

the embassy of the United States at London, England. 
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSIONER. 

Charles A. Prouty, of Vermont, to be an Interstate Commerce 

Commissioner for term ending December 81, 1901. 
COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

William H. Cooper, of Delaware, to be collector of customs for 

the district of Delaware, in the State of Delaware. 
ASSISTANT COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

Michael I. Fagen, of New Jersey, to be assistant collector of 

customs at Jersey City, N. J., in the district of New York. 
INDIAN AGENT. 


James L. Cowan, of Portland, Oreg., to be agent for the Indians | Barre 


of the Warm Springs Agency, in N 
PROMOTION IN THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. 

P. A. Surg. Duncan A. Carmichael, of New Vork, to be a surgeon 

in the Marine-Hospital Service of the United States. 
APPOINTMENTS IN THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. 

James A. Nydegger, of Maryland, to be a assistant sur- 
geon in the Marine-Hospital Service of the United States. 

William J. S. Stewart, of Pennsylvania, to be a passed assistant 
surgeon in the Marine-Hospital Service of the United States. 

CONSULS. 

Joseph L. Hance, of New York, formerly commercial agent at 
Cardenas, Cuba, to be consul of the United States at that place. 

Isaac M. Elliott, of New York, formerly consul at Manila, to be 
consul of the United States at La Guayra, Venezuela, 


IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE, 
George C. Farkell, of P Ivania, to be a second assistant en- 
12 er Bervi 


77 PT 
0 0 to be a assistant engineer 
the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

James D. Newton, of New York, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

Charles A. Wheeler, of Virginia, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

C. Gadsden Porcher, of Virginia, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

John B. Turner, of New York, to be a second assistant engineer 
in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

Frank G. Snyder, of New York, to be a second assistant engi- 
neer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 

Warwick J. Sedgwick, of New York, to be a second assistant 
engineer in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 


POSTMASTERS, 


John S. Saunders, to be pemu at Starkville, in the county 
of Oktibbeha and State of Mississippi. 

Jobn T. Barnett, to be postmaster at Iuka, in the county of 
Tishomingo and State of Mississippi. 

John L. ks, to be postmaster at Georgetown, in the county 
Williamson and State of Texas. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, December 17, 1896. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
HENRY N. COUDEN. 

eee ournal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
prov: 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question having been ordered on 
the passage of the Army appropriation bill, the first question is 
5 N to the amendment reported from the Committee of the 

e. 

The question being taken, the Speaker declared that the ayes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. LITTLE. I ask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 90, noes 27. 

Ar. HULL janie tes d 

g i or eas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ett hese 7 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Pending the roll call, 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 9 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled a joint resolution 
of the following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to pay the officers and employees 
of the Senate and House of Representatives their ve sal- 
e = the month of December, 1896, on the 18th day of said 
month. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. LITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the amendment be read. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
line J * ” 2 “ 
the ~ and cy Hospital ct Hot Springs Ark. V 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 152, nays 80, not 

yoting 123; as follows: 


152, 
yo roa f Salzen! Henry, Conn. Meredith, 
. 3 e: 
Aldrich, W. F. Danford, Henry, Miller, 
Andrews, Daniels, Miler, W. Va. 
Arnold, R. L Dayton, H Milnes, 
A De 2 Hilborn, rhe a 
very, vs tchell, 
Ba Dolliver, How: Moody, 
Baker, Md. Doolittle, Ho Murray. 
Draper, Hulick, Joona 
e Evans, Huling, Northway, 
Bingham, Hull, Otj 
Bing’ Foote,” —.— nee 
ue, 0⁰ er, 
Boutelle, F Johnson, N. Dak. Pa: 
Bowers, Gardner, Kirkpatri Perkins, 
Bromwell, Gibson Knox, . Phillips, 
Brosius, Gillet, N.Y 5 Pickler, 
Brown, Gille Lefever, Poole, 
Bull, Graff, Leighty, Powers, 
Burton, Mo. Griffin. Linney, Prince, 
it a Ohio arayan Long, 
erhead, rout, 3 
8 Grow, Loud, ge R 
Clark, Mo. Hager. Loudenslager, Ree 
Colson, N. Mahany. 
Cousins, Halterman, 5 — Tenn. Rusk. 
Crowther, Hard McCh Russell, Conn. 
Curtis, Iowa 7 McEwan, Shannon, 
Curtis, Kans. Heatwole. McLachlan, 


PO te a E E PARATA fC aT a Rare os SN Lg De hee Oc Ay pea CEST NTT 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


DECEMBER 17, 


Simp Stewart, N. q. Tracey, Wellington, 
Snover, Stewart, Wis. Treloar, White, 
Southard, Stone, C. W. eat Willis, 
Spalding, Stone, W. A. pdegraff, Wilson, Ohio 
Sperry, Strong, Van Voorhis, ‘ood, 

8 ©, Tawney, Wadsworth, Woodman, 
teele, Thomas, Walker, Mass. Woomer, 
tephenson, Tracewell, Warner, Wright. 

NAYS—80. 

Abbott, X, Kyle, Pendleton, 

Allen, Miss. Culberson, timer, Price, 

2 Utah Lawson, Raney, 

iley, De Armo! Layton, Richardson, 

Baker, N. H mny, € Sayers, 

Bankh Dinsmore, Little, Shafroth, 

Barney, Dockery, Maddox, Shuford. 

Bartholdt,, Ellett, Marsh, Smith, Il. 

Bartlett, Ga. rdman, eCulloch, Sorg 

Bell, Colo. Fletcher, McDearmon, Sparkman, 

Il, Tex. b McLaurin, Spencer, 

Yy Rae, Stokes, 

erick, Hart, Meyer, 8 it. 

Burrell, Howard, Mozley, trowd, N. O. 

Clard Hutch Neil Swanson 

Clardy, utcheson, ei wanson, 

Cobb, Johnson, Cal. ell, Talbert, 

Cockre Joy Ogden, Tate, 

Connolly, Kiefer, v. Turner, Ga. 

Cooper, Tex. Kleberg, Owens, Wilson, 

NOT VOTING—123. 
en, Eddy, Sauerhering, 

Aldrich, T. H. Ellis, Lewis, Scranton, 

Aldrich, III. Fairchild, Linton, Settle, 

Anderson, Fischer, Livingston, haw, 

Apsley, Fi rald, Low, ner 

‘Arnold, Pa. Fowler, Maguire, mith, Mich. 

Baker, Gamble, Mahon, Southwick, 

Barham, Good Martin, 8 

Bartlett, N. Y. Grosvenor, McCall, Mass. Strode, Nebr. 

¥ Hadley, McCleary, Minn. Sulzer, 
nne y Motun Taft, 

Rack. n McCreary. Tayler, 

+ „Ky. ' 
Boatner, tch, McMillin, orp, 
Brewster, Heiner, Pa. Meiklejohn, wne, 
Brumm, Hemenway, Miles, Tucker, 

ick, Hendrick, Milliken. Turner, Va. 

Chickering, Hermann, Miner, N.Y. Van Horn, 

Clark, Iowa Hin, Mondell, Walker, Va. 

Clarke, Hitt, Money, anger, 

Cod x Hooker, Morse, 

Coi Hub! 0508, Watson, In 

Cook, Wis. Huff, Newlands, Watson, O 

Cooke, III. Hyde, Patterson, Wheeler, 

Cooper, Fla. J Ind. Pearson, Wilber, 

Corliss, hie cone . — Wilson 

em yburn, m, 

Cowen, Kendall, Rinaker, Wilson, N. Y. 

Crowley, Kerr, Robertson, La. ‘oodard, 

Orump, Kulp, Robinson, Pa. Yoakum. 

Dovener, Leisenring, Russell, Ga. 


So the amendment was adopted. 

The following pairs were announced: 

Until further notice: 

Mr. Coruiss with Mr. COWEN. 

Mr. HEMENWAY with Mr. ROBERTSON of Louisiana. 

Mr. Suits of Michigan with Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. Stewart of New Jersey with Mr. CLARKE of Alabama, 
Mr. Low with Mr. STALLINGS, 


Mr, Kup with Mr. HENDRICK. 

Mr, HEINER of Pennsylvania with Mr. JONES, 

Mr. Watson of Indiana with Mr. FITZGERALD, 

Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. WHEELER. 

Mr. HILL. with Mr. KENDALL. 

For this day: 

Mr. REYBURN with Mr. MOSES. 

Mr. MILLIKEN with Mr. MONEY. 

Mr. GAMBLE with Mr. MAGUIRE. 

Mr. Hooker with Mr. LIVINGSTON. 

Mr. DovENER with Mr. CROWLEY, 

Mr. Coppa with Mr. Cooper of Florida. 

Mr. AITKEN with Mr. BARTLETT of New York. 

Mr, HARMER with Mr. McCreary of Kentucky, 

Mr. MoC ALL of Massachusetts with Mr. SHAW. 

Mr. WANGER with Mr. SULZER. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. Yoakum. 

Mr. ApsLeY with Mr. PATTERSON. 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania with Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia. 

Mr. BARHAM with. Mr. WASHINGTON. 

Mr. BELKNAP with Mr. TER RV. 

Mr. Cook of Illinois with Mr. WILLIAMS. 

Mr. PITNEY with Mr. BOATNER. 

Mr. HADLEY with Mr. MCMILLIN. 

The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 


On motion of Mr. HULL, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CURTIS of New York, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported the bill (H. R. 9707) making Pppropriasions for 


the support of the Mili 

Committee of the Whole 

ordered fo be printed. ; 
Mr. DOC Y. Mr. Speaker, I desire to reserve all points of 


order. 
The SPEAKER. All points of order are reserved. 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

Mr. PERKINS, from the Committee on Printing, reported the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That there be printed 8,000 copies of the annual re 
Secretary of the Interior for the current year for the use of the 

The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. PER S. a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted was laid on the table, 

i INAUGURAL CEREMONIES. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, this dayna ing been substi- 
tuted for Monday for the consideration of District business, I call 
up the joint resolution (H. Res. 213) to permit railroads in the 

rict to occupy additional parts of streets to accommodate the 
traveling public attending the inaugural ceremonies, 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, etc., That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia are hereby 
authorized to issue to steam railroad companies in said District permits to 
temporarily occupy additional parts of streets for the p of accommo- 
dating the traveling public attending the inangural cerem in March, 1897: 
Provided. That such temporary occupation shall not exceed the period of 
Pe cea days, and shall be subject to conditions prescribed by said Commis- 


ners. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr, Speaker, this is the resolution usually 
adopted on such occasions, for the pur of accommodating the 
iage 5 of extra travel which the inauguration brings to 

as m. 

e ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
2 and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 


an > 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I call up the joint resolution (H. 
Res. 214) authorizing the Secretary of War to grant permits to 
the executive committee on inaugural ceremonies for use of 
reservations or public spaces in city of Washington on the occa- 
vo of the inauguration of the President-elect on March 4, 
1897, eto. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, etc., That the Secre- 

of War is hereby authorized to 2 permits tothe executive 83 

qq ͤ VVG 
nthe 0! on occasion © mau t 
elect on the 4th day of March, 1897, which, in his opinion, will inflict no seriot 
or permanent injuries u such reservations or public spaces or statuary 
thereon; the oners of the Disi te 
for such and other purposes on the 
and sidewalks in the said city of Washington as they ma 


necessary: Provided, 

erected on the public spaces aforesaid shall 
said executive committee and in accordance with 
approved by the Architect of the Capitol, the co: 
ings and grounds, and the building 


Academy; which was referred to the 
ouse on the state of the Union, and 


rt of the 
couse. 


oner of public build- 
inspector of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. S er, this also is a customary resolu- 
tion, and it has been submitted to the committee by the marshal 
of the District, with a view to granting the use of parks and other 
public places during the inaugural ceremonies. 

Mr. COX. Does it include any public buildings? 

Mr. BABCOCK. No, sir; simply streets and parks. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, ae L 
Mr. BABCOCK. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 


to present a bill (H. R.9700) authorizing the issuing and loaning 


of the ensigns, flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States, 
for the purpose of decorating the streets of the city of Washing- 
ton on the occasion of the inaugural ceremonies on the 4th day of 
March, 1897. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Whereas the Citizens’ Reception Committee of the District of Columb! 
for the entertainment of the citizens of the Se mary at the inauguration o 
the President of the United States on the 4th day of March, 1897, within the 
— 2 of Washington, desires to add to the pleasure ot the occasion by an 
extensive decoration of the streets of the city, and in order that the General 
eee may render such assistance as may be within its power: There- 

‘ore, 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of War and the Secretary of the 
Navy be authorized to loan to Louis D. Wine, chairman of the subcommittee 
in charge of street decorations, or his successor in said office, for the 8 
of decorating the streets in the city of Washington in the District of Columbia, 
on the on of the inauguration of the President of the United States on 
the 4th day of March, 1897, all of the United States ensi; flags, signal num- 
bers, etc., belonging to the Government of the Unite tates, as in their 
judgment can be and are not in use by the Government at the time 
of the inauguration. The loan of said ensigns, . £ numbers, etc. 
to said chairman shall not take place prior to the 20th day of February, and 
they shall be returned by him by the Sth day of March. 1897. 
SEOC. 2. For the protection and the return of said e signal num- 
bers, etc., the said Louis D. Wine, or his successor in office, execute and 
deliver to the President of the United States, or to such officer as he may 


1896. 


designate, a satisfactory bond in the sum of $50,000: And provided, That the 
said committee shall indemnify the said Departments, or either of them, for 
any loss or damage to said — — flags, etc., not necessarily incident to the 
use heretofore specified. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, it is necessary, I believe, to ask 
unanimous consent for the consideration of this joint resolution. 
It is a copy of two resolutions which have heretofore been passed 
by the House, but this particular resolution is not on the Calen- 
dar. I ask unanimous consent that it be considered. : 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the joint resolution, which was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; andit was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, z 

Mr. BABCOCK. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 
two joint resolutions and one bill have just been passed, and I 
also move that in each case the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. - 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment bills 
of the following titles: 

A bill — R. 9469) to constitute a new division of the eastern 
judicial ict of Texas, and to provide for holding of terms of 
court at Beaumont, Tex., and for the appointment of a clerk for 
said court; 

A bill (H. R. 6533) for the relief of A. A. Hosmer; and 

A bill 25 R. 9472) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the third 
session of the Fifty-third Congress. E 

The message also announced that the Senate had bills of 
the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested: 

bill (S. 1624) to quiet title and possession with ay ie to cer- 
tain h and located private land claims in the State of 
Louisiana; and s 

A bill (S. 8401) to amend the dct entitled An act to authorize 
the construction of a bridge across the Missouri River at or near 
the city of Lexington, Mo., approved July 26, 1894.“ 

The message also announced that the ate had disagreed to 
the amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1832) 
to define the rights of purchasers under mort; authorized by 
an act of Congress approved April 20, 1871, concerning the At- 
lantic and Pacific Railr oad Company, asked a conference with the 
House on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and 
had appointed Mr. fat. Mr. PLATT, and Mr. CLARK as the con- 
ferees on the part of the Senate. 


ATLANTIO AND PACIFIO RAILROAD, 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I observe from the message just 
sent to us by the Senate that that body has disagreed to the amend- 
ments of the House to the bill with reference to the Atlantic and 
Pacific Railroad Company. I move that the House insist on its 
amendments, and agree to the conference asked by the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, Senate bills of the following titles 
were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

A bill (S. 3401) to amend the act entitled An act to authorize 
the construction of a bridge across the Missouri River at or near 
the city of Lexington, Mo.,” approved July 26, 1894—to the Com- 
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

A bill (S. 1624) to quiet title and possession with t to cer- 
tain unconfirmed and located private land claims in the State of 
Louisiana—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


METROPOLITAN RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. BABCOCK. I call up the bill (H. R. 9647) to authorize the 
extension of the lines of the Metropolitan Company of 
the District of Columbia. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Metropolitan Railroad Company be, and it is 
hereby, authorized to extend the lines of its underground electric railroad 
from the intersection of Connecticut and Florida avenues northward 5 
Columbia road to a point on the west line of Eighteenth street extended: 
Provided, That the said extension be completed within six months from the 
date of the passage of this act, and the said company is hereby authorized and 
empowered to increase its e stock for the purpose of making and 8 7 
ping the extension of its route autho by act, but the amount of the 
capital so to be issued, as aforesaid, shall not exceed the cost of the 
making and equipment of the extension herein provided for: Provided further, 
That the Metropolitan Railroad Company is hereby authorized to issue such 
an additional amount of capital stock as will provide for the conversion into 
such stock of its outstanding certificates of indebtedness, amounting to 
$250,000, heretofore issued for the completion and equipment of its road. 


Mr. BABCOCK. This bill proposes to extend the line of the 
Metropolitan Railroad about 1,200 feet beyond its present ter- 


minus on Connecticut avenue, up Columbia road. A measure of 
this kind passed the House at its last session, and was attached as 
an amendment to what was known as the Eckington bill, which 
finally went to conference. In the conference, upon the demand 
of the Senate committee, this provision was stricken from the bill. 
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The only point in which this bill differs from the measure which 
then passed the House is that it provides in addition for convert- 
ing $250,000 worth of certificates into stock. These certificates 
were issued in the construction of two loops. one around Lincoln 
Park, and in the erection of the car stable at Fourteenth and East 
Capitol streets. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I desire to ask the chairman 
of the committee in regard to the proviso in this bill, which 1 see 
authorizes an additional amount of capital stock for the conversion 
of outstanding certificates of indeb ess amounting to $250,000. 
Are those certificates of indebtedness to that amount to be funded 
into stock at par? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Yes, sir; I so understand. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Then the holders of those cer- 
tificates, in view of the market price of thestock, would receive, 
instead of $250,000, $540,000, would they not? 

Mr. BABCOCK. It ought to be well understood by any business 
man that the stockholders would be entitled pro rata to any ad- 
ditional amount of stock that may be issued. among the stock- 
holders there can be no hardship. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. That may be true, as far as 
the stockholders are concerned. If these ificates of indebted- 
ness were held entirely by the stockholders, the gentleman might 
be correct; but I understand that is not the case. These certifi- 
cates of indebtedness have been sold around the city and upon 
the stock board for months; they are sold daily. And under the 
provision now contained in this bill the holders of those certifi- 
cates will actually receive two dollars for one. The increase 
which they would receive, counting back to the time the certifi- 
cates were issued, would be equal to an interest of about 110 per 
cent. I move, therefore, to amend the bill by striking out, in 
lines 16 and 17, the words capital stock” and inserting the word 
‘*bonds;” so that the proviso will read: 

That the Metropolitan Railroad Company is hereby authorized to issue 


such an SAATAN exons of bonds as will provide for the conversion into 
such bonds of its outstanding certificates of indebtedness, etc. 


Mr. BABCOCK. These certificates are good only for the amount 
represented by their face. They represent so much money; they 
do not represent so much stock. 

Now, when additional stock is issued, the rule practically in all 
corporations is that the opportunity to subscribe for the additional 
stock is offered first to those who are already stockholders. This 
money will go into the treasury, and then the certificates will be 
paid off. The holders of the certificates do not get the stock. 
Smith or Brown, simply because he holds a certificate, will not be 
entitled to stock; he gets his money. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. The proviso is that— 

The Metropolitan Railroad Company denan authorized to issue such an 


additional amount of capital stock as provida for the conversion into 
such stock of its outstanding certificates of indebtedness, etc, 


Mr. BABCOCK. That is right. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I have been informed by 
officers of the company that it is their intention to issue stock, 
and that no harm will result, for the reason, as urged by the gen- 
tleman from Wisccnsin, that the stock will go to the existing 
stockholders and not to outsiders. 

Now, the whole question practically resolves itself into this: 
This amount of money presumably was expended for the improve- 
ments of the road; for that purpose the $1,800,000 worth of bonds 
authorized by Congress were issued. Following in the line of 
previous legislation, if it be n for us to proceed further in 
this direction, we should authorize the issue of an additional 
amount of bonds, leaving the capital stock exactly where it is. 
If we authorize the company to issue this additional amount of 
stock, then after a while, after the company has been making big 
profite and paying large dividends, if anything should happen to 

estroy that prosperity it may come here and say: We must 
have this or we must have that, otherwise we shall be unable to 
pay the interest on our stock.” On the other hand, if now, while 
this road is in its present condition of och tke we provide for 
the issue of these bonds and their payment from time to time, the 
indebtedness of the company will be diminished while the stock 
capitalization will remain exactly thé same; so that it will not 
become at some future time a charge upon the people who may 
ride on this road. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The proposition of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, as I understand it, is to convert the outstanding float- 
ing indebtedness, known as certificates of indebtedness, into bonds? 

r. BAKER of New Hampshire. Yes, sir; bonds instead of 
stock. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That seems to me to be a very businesslike 
proposition. 

. BAKER of New Hampshire. Itherefore move tostrike out 
the words capital stock” in the lines to which I have referred, 
and also, in line 17, the word “ stock,” and insert the word “ bonds,” 
80 as to accomplish the purpose I have indicated. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. I would call the attention of the gentle- 
* . ithe gon ene he original billi ided 

say on proposition, in e provi 
wom only for the issue of bonds, but also for the issue of stock, and 
the two, that is tosay, the bonds and the stock so issued, were used 
to raise enough money to construct the road on the new plan. 

Now, I would ask 9 why he would charge it all to 
bonds instead of to ds and part to stock? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I think the from 
Tennessee is mistaken, and that the authorization was only for 
stoc: 


k. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ihave not the bill before me, but I am 
quite sure that in the authorization ponsa Df Pa for the 
present system in use on that road bonds and stock were 
authorized. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Iam talking of the Metro- 

litan road, Its indebtedness, except these certificates, is all in 
fona and I do not see why this additional —— should 
not be paid for in bonds in the same manner as tofore. 

Mr. STEELE. I would like to ask the gentleman a question: 
Whether it is not a fact that this 5 ing use- 
less structures in this city, that they could easily dispense with, in 
order to absorb part of the great profits of the corporation, so that 
the dividends may not appear ridiculously excessive? I would 
also ask if 1t is not a further fact that the extension asked for in 
this case is to keep some other road from getting through to this 
desirable pns 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not think the road has earned any 
dividends at all. It has just completed a very expensive new 
system—the best in the world, I think, the underground electric 
system—and I do not think that they have found it necessary to 
hide any dividends. In fact, my information is exactly the oppo- 


site. 

Mr. STEELE. Myinformation is that, right in the face of this 
construction of which the gentleman , the dividends have 
Pon 5 beyond what ought to be allowed in a great city 

e this. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I thinklikely that the gentleman from Indiana 
is confusing two roads. His question doubtless refers to the 
Washington and Georgetown Railroad, not to the Metropolitan 
line, to which this bill refers. 

Á I understand that it is the same thing. 

Mr. BABCOCK. By no means. 

Mr. STEELE. I understand that they are one and the same. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The tleman 1s entirely mistaken. 
There is no sort of connection between them, at least such has 
always been my information and understanding. They are ex- 
actly competitors, as I understand it and as the District Commit- 
tee understand it. 

Mr. STEELE. I do not so understand it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But if the tleman from Indiana has 
any information upon the subject he ought to furnish it to the 
committee for its 8 

Mr. STEELE. L have only verbal information, which, however, 
I think is reliable. I have not personally examined the question. 
I did not understand that they were going to ask any further 
favors this year, and supposed that they were done. I have not, 
therefore, taken the pene to inform myself, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. What I mean to say is that in all the 
hearings and appearances before the committee these two lines 
seem to be utterly at variance with each other. I ask the chair- 
man of the committee if this is not true? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And 1 have not seen any collusion or any 
evidence of collusion between them. 

Mr. STEELE. It would doubtless be surprising to find people 
interested in these District charters and franchises coming before 
the District Committee and complaining of each other. 
are not going before the committee, as a rule, to complain of 
corporations of the District of Columbia. 

r. BABCOCK. I will answer the gentleman as to the road 
coming before Congress and asking for this additional legislation. 
That isa mistake. This is asked by the people of the city along 
the line of the proposed extension, unanimously asked by them; 
and the president of the road, as I have stated on the floor of the 
House before, told me that he did not care to have the bill passed; 
that they did not want to construct that piece of road at all. It 
is up the hill at the end of Connecticut avenue, and every prop- 
erty holder there—and it is all settled—is in in this pro- 

extension, which extends for a distance of about 1,200 feet. 

Mr. STEELE. Is there any limitation upon the time when it 
shall be completed? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Yes, sir; six months. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, I understand 
that that is entirely true, so far asthe extension is concerned; but 
I do not understand it to be accurate in regard to the issuing of 


the stock or the bonds, and,asI said before, as bonds were au — 
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Se eee ee for this extension, and the 
extension has cost $250,000 more that authorization, the stock- 
holders, or certain portions of them, having advanced the money, 
it is right that they should be reimb in bonds, but not 
stock, and m 1 

Mr. . If the gentleman will permit me 

Mr. ODELL. Do you consider it a good business policy to 
inflict a fixed upon this company rather than to convert 
this into stock that would only share in the profits of the com: any? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. The same principle applies in 
relation to this that applied to the bond issues, as I have heretofore 
stated. This stock goes only to a portion of the stockholders and 
not to all; consequently, the stock being issued at the value, 
which is only $50, and the stock selling for more than twice par, 
it is unjust to the other stockholders and it is unjust to the com- 


munity. 

Mr. HULL, If the gentleman will yield I will ask, If stock is 
issued is it not a fixed charge on the community perpetually? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Absolutely. 

Mr. HULL. If bonds are issued they constitute only a fixed 
charge on the pe gorse until their revenues pay the bonds. 

Mr. BAKER o That is the 


a ODELL. T ically that is the fact. 


and the form of indebtedness the company onght to issue. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. This re ts money paid out. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But the capital stock is the money on which 
the 8 business, and this is an indebtedness of the 
company. e capital stock directs and controls the business of 


the Pe Oe 

Mr. ODELL. As long as you can not change the rate of fare, 
how would an issue of stock be a charge upon the community? 
The rate of fare is fixed by law. 

Sepah DOCKERY. Iwas not discussing that phase of the propo- 
sition. 

Mr. ODELL. That is the phase presented by the suggestion 
that it will be a tax on the community. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. The issue ought to be an 
issue of bonds, and not of stock, unquestionably. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. S. er, if the proposition as stated by 
the gentleman from New ipshire is correct, it will be a very 
unusual proceeding on the part of a board of directors and an 
injustice upon the stockholders. I donot think the premises that 
he states are true, but I will accept the amendment, to make this 
an issue of bonds rather than of stock. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is right. 

Mr. BABCOCK. There certainly can be no harm in that, but 
it would be a very unbusinesslike pr to pay certificate 
holders 200 cents on the dollar if somebody owed them only 100 
cents on the dollar. I will accept the amendment, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amendment. 

Mr. BAKER of New eee I ask to have the amendment 

rted from the desk. 
e SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On 2, lines 16 and 17, strike out the words “ capital stock" and insert 
in lien thereof the word “ bonds.” 

In line 17, after the word “such,” strike out “stock” and insert “bonds.” 

The question being taken on the amendment, the Speaker an- 
nounced that the noes seemed to have it. 

On a division (demanded by Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire) 
there were—ayes 34, noes 31. 

Accordingly the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; andit was accordingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. BABCOCK, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 

BEQUEST OF THE LATE PETER VON ESSEN. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. , I move that the bill (H. R. 8472) 

authorizing the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to 

the bequest of the late Peter Von Essen for the use of the 

blic white schools of that portion of said District formerly 

wn be recommitted to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS IN THE CITY. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I also ask that the bill S. 3008 
be recommitted to the committee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

bill (S. 3008) an the tof day labor in the construction 
ee eee e ee Se Besar e 
The motion was agreed to. 


1896. 
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ECKINGTON AND SOLDIERS’ HOME RAILWAY COMPANY. 
Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, here is a resolution of consider- 
able im that ought to be considered this morning. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 215) extending time for compliance by Eckington 
and Soldiers’ Home Railway Company and the Belt Railway Company with 
provisions of section 1 of an act entitled an act to extend the routes of 
said railway companies, etc., approved June 10, 1896. 

and Soldiers’ 


1 


0 
to 
date the said rail 


July 1, 1897: Saar 8 prior to mee Spat net 1 ete ae 
companies shall have become satisfi: compressed. moi 
etn all pro) and satisfactory as a motive power for the speedy 


= 55 ro ion of street cars. 
EC. 2. 
power, they shall SETH EST se their respective lines with such motive 
power on or before July 1, 1 


Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say, in reference to 
this resolution, that the bill granting authority to put on com- 
p -air motors was this House last June. A con- 
tract was let to one of the business houses of this country and an 
order given for what are known as compressed-air bottles to a firm 
in Germany owned by the German Government. The contract 
was made for delivery, it being the only place where these bottles 
could be satisfactorily constructed in t time. Shortly after 
the contract was let the whole institution burned down, and it 
has been impossible to secure them in time for use. I believe 
they have now one car and one only. Both roads, after the pas- 
sage of the bill last year, went into the hands of receivers, in 
September. A hearing as to the sale under the creditors’ bill is 
set for the 9th day of January; and unless the extension is granted 
the court will decree the sale of the road, thus losing to the stock- 
holders the full amount of their stock, which I believe is $250,000. 

Mr. HULICK. It is $250,000 on one road and §500,000 on the 


other. 

Mr. BABCOCK. That is right—$250,000 on one road and $500,- 
000 on the other. Mr. Schoepf, the receiver of the road, assures 
the committee that he has made arrangements for the money to 
take care of the indebtedness, providing for its equipment, if the 
extension of time is given, and thereby prevent the road being 
sold out by the sheriff. These are the facts in connection with 


the bill. 
Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is my opinion that this exten- 
sion ought not to be granted. I think t this House has suffi- 


cient evidence to satisfy it that this company up to this time has 
treated with absolute contempt every requirement that Congress 
has made with reference to various improvements required in the 
operation of this road. When the bill the provisions of which it 
is now pro to extend was before the House we were assured 
that the contract had been made in this country for these mo- 
tors 

Mr. BABCOCK. That is true; they were. 

Mr. HEPBURN. When the facts are, as I am assured, Mr. 
Speaker, that there is no such motor in the United States; that 
there is no firm constructing them; and the whole pretense was 
based upon misrepresentation. 

Mr. HULICK. Would the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. HEPBURN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HULICK. Have you investigated this fact as to whether 
any of these motors are being used now? If you have, and that 
is your conclusion, it is directly oppna to the testimony consid- 
ered and the evidence considered by the committee and the con- 
clusions arrived at upon evidence satisfactory to eight members 
of the committee. . 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. ys grrr my authority is derived from a 
committee or association of citizens of the northeast portion of 
this city that have been looking into this matter; that have been 
corresponding with the alleged firm from which these motors, it 
was said, were to be obtained—gentlemen who have been study- 
ing this question—and they tell me there is not in operation now 
in the United States one of these motors that has passed the exper- 
imental stage, nor is there any firm in the United States engaged 
in their manufacture; that there are one or two institutions that 
are experimenting with this kind of motor; but that the enterprise 
of construction has gone no further than the experiment. 

—.— BABCOCK. ill the gentleman allow me a word right 
there? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I would rather you should wait till I get 
through; but if you prefer to do so, say it now. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to call the gentleman's attention to another 
matter of history in connection with this company. They were 

iven a time in which to in the use of thismotor. As I am 


ormed, before the expiration of the time for using the new 
motor, in order to avoid that provision of the statute, there was 


begun a friendly suit that put these two roads in the hands of a 


receiver. The two roads are substantially the same. The receiver 
is the general manager of both, and, as I am informed, the whole 
movement was with a view to securing this extension and to give 
an excuse for not complying with the act of Con 

If this is true—and my authority is the same that I have cited 
gentlemen who have investigated the matter, who are interested 
in it, and who are simply striving to compel this company to pre 
them the facilities which the law requires them to give—I am 
satisfied that it ought to influence our action upon this bill. If 
this House knew the contumacious manner in which these com- 
panies have treated every requirement of the law, I am sure that 
no member would feel that they were in a position to ask any 
more favors from Congress. For example, one of these companies 
was required to build a line of road and operate it upon North 
Capitol street. That street had just been paved. The compan 
tore up the pavement along a considerable portion of the street 
put down its tracks, and then, instead of repaving the street with 
concrete or with asphaltum so as to co md with the general 
pavement, it filled it in with cobblestones, while along another 
portion of the line the company has not yet put down any pave- 
ment. Furthermore, it refused to operate a portion of the road. 
The act of June last required operation, and this 5 has 
either been disregarded or the operation has been of an inefficient 
and unsatisfactory character. 

The people came here demanding that this corporation should 
be compelled to comply with the conditions of its grant, and, after 
great trouble, it did put on a line of cars which ran at long inter- 
vals, twenty minutes or half an hour apart, and that only during a 
portion of the day, until 8 o clock in the evening. The Commission- 
ers attempted to compel the company to reform its schedule, but 
they have not yet been able to secure service on that road at all 
commensurate with the demands of the thickly settled portion of 
the city through which it runs. Iam informed that it is the belief 
of persons who have investigated this subject that the majority 
stockholders, those who have acquired by purchase the control of 
a bare majority of the stock, are pursuing that course which is 
known to many gentlemen engaged in corporate rations as 
freezing out” the balance of the stockholders, that these various 
delays, that these various suits, that putting the road into the 
hands of a receiver, are all parts of a scheme of those who hold a 
bare majority of the stock to freeze the minority out, and the 
whole course of the company indicates it. They pretend that the 
road is imsolvent, yet this very pees Pl whom the gentleman 
from Wisconsin quotes, has been heard to say, as I am informed, 
pluming himself upon his management, that the road which now 
runs along C street, in this part of the city, was in the very first 
year of its operation a remunerative enterprise and was able to 
pay a dividend. 

Now, if these statements are not true and I give them as they 
come to me from reputable gentlemen who are representing their 
associates in that part of the city, endeavoring to look after their 
rights and to compel this c ration to r t those rights—if 
these statements are not true, I say, some of the gentlemen of the 
committee who have heard the other side of the story can doubtless 
correct me. But I believe, Mr. Chairman, that the statements are 
true, and if they are I am sure that this House will not desire to 
extend any additional facilities to this corporation. 

Mr. H ULICK. May I ask you another question before you take 
pe seat? You say that you have received these representations 

m parties in interest. Now, what interest have they—as stock- 
holders, as bondholders, or as creditors? 

Mr. HEPBURN. No, sir; they are citizens of the northeastern 
portion of this city, which this corporation was chartered to serve, 
and who are ing under the failure to receive the service 
N it was pledged to give them and which Congress has said it 

0 ve. 

Mr. HULICK. Then I understand that these complaints do not 
come from the minority stockholders or from the creditors of the 


e 
Mr. BURN. No,sir; I speak of no one and for noone but 
the citizens of that portion of the city, who almost universally, as 
I am told, feel that this railroad company is simply playing with 
their interests and their rights. 

Mr. HULICK. What is their specific complaint against this 
company so far as the rights of the citizens and of the patrons of 
the are concerned? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I will try to tell you. They complain that 
along a part of the road there is an utter failure to give them any 
service at all. The company has laid its tracks in the streets, but 
refuses to operate the road. That is one complaint. Another is 
that the company refuses to give the citizens the improved facili- 
ties for travel which Congress has declared it should give, and 
that it is striving from day to day and month to month and from 
year to year to extend its privileges by fallacious excuses, while 
showing an utter contempt for the requirements of the law, 
Those are some of the complaints. 
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Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I desire to answer a few of 


the propositions which the tleman from Iowa has submitted. 
First, in reference to the air motors. There is a member of the 
committee here who resides in New York, where these air motors 
are in use, and whois familiar with their use. On one line in New 
York there are now six of these motors in operation. They are 
used on a cable road intermediately between the cable cars. The 
company has made a contract for 25 of them, 6 of which are now 
in operation. 

r. HEPBURN. Let me ask the gentleman whether the use of 
those motors has gone beyond the mere experimental stage. Are 
they not being experimented with, just as one of our street rail- 
road companies here rimen for months and months with 
the storage-battery cars? Gentlemen will remember when those 
cars were nominally in use upon the Metropolitan Railroad for a 
year or so, yet it was a mere experimental use, and they were 
finally abandoned. : 

Mr. BABCOCK. In New York a contract has been made for 
the entire equipment of the road with these motors, and they are 


being supplied as fast as the manufacturer can turn them ont, so 
it is obvious that their use has gone beyond the imental stage. 
In reference to the stockholders of this company, the gentleman has 


stated the facts as to the holding of the majority of the stock. 
Mr. HEPBURN. I have stated the facts as they were reported 


to me. 

Mr. BABCOCK, Well, the facts are these: There are 10,000 
shares of stock; 5,003 shares are held by what is termed the com- 
1 is, the men who control the road; 4,997 shares are 

el ay 8 interests in small holdings, less than 200 shares in 
each ho! 5 

Mr. HEPBURN. One question t there. Are not the 5,003 

shares held entirely by men who do not reside in the city of 


Washington? 
Mr. B K. They are held by the controlling interest of 
the road. 
interest in other cities. 


Mr. HEPBURN. The controllin 

Mr. BABCOCK. I do not know whether the holders reside here 
or not. But that has nothing to do with the ownership or the 
rights of the stockholders. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Well, it might have in this ‘‘freezing-ont” 


rocess. 
x Mr. BABCOCK. Will the gentleman allow me to continue a 
few moments without interruption? 

Mr. HEPBURN. The gentleman will excuse me. 

Mr. BABCOCK. As I stated before, innocent holders hold 
nearly 5,000 shares of this stock—one-half of it within three shares. 
Now, would the gentleman advocate a policy which would com 
the sale of this road? Does he favor a policy which would play 
into the hands of these foreign owners and sacrifice the interests 
of the people here in Washington who own one-half of the stock of 
the road lacking three shares? 

Mr. HEPBURN rose. : 

Mr. BABCOCK. I trust the gentleman will not interrupt me 
at this moment. 

Now, the object of this bill, and what it will accomplish, is to 
protect these stockholders—to adopt such legislation that there 
may be a chance to go ahead and develop this road. We have here 
the same old story that we had with the Metropolitan road. In 
reference to that road the same arguments were brought forward 
that are brought forwardhere to-day. The Metropolitan Company 
dee ee as this company now acknowledges, “We are in 
default before Congress.” 

This road has not given the people the service they are entitled to. 
Numerous complaints have come to us on this ground, Icanshow 
the gentleman two bushel baskets full of petitions directly in the 
line of what he says. Now, the thing for Con to do is the 
best thing that it is possible to do. W hat is that? To sell out 
the road, to put it into the hands of these gentlemen residing out- 
side of Washington, to freeze out” the stockholders who are here 
in this city? By no means. We are assured, as I said before, 
that if the receiver can convince the court that the money is forth- 
coming to pay this indebtedness—if the ability can be shown to 
handle the finances of the road—the court will hold the matter 
open and give an opportunity for doing so. 

Now, these men ask for six months. Why do they ask for six 
months? Why do they ask for more than ninety days? Because 
the concern that had contracted to furnish 25 motors on this New 
York avenue line, of which 6 are now in operation, will require 
two or three months to finish that contract. They are people who 


are building these motors successfully, and those who will equip 
the first branch of this line, if it is done at all. 

I fully sympathize with everything that the tleman from 
Iowa has said in regard to the service of this I have stood 


on this floor and in committee and for days and weeks and months 
have fought propositions for extensions and amendments of this 
company’s charter. I have said to these people that I would never 


vote to authorize them to lay down another rail in the city of 


Washington until they first rendered adequate service. Since the 
last bill in reference to this company was passed it appears that 
this factory has been burned,so that it would seem they have not 
been in default in not carrying out what they undertook to do. 
Now, shall we give them six months more time on this matter or 
shall we allow the creditors to foreclose the road and let the for- 
eign stockholders take possession of it? That is the question. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I can answer the gentleman’s question. I 
would forfeit this charter if I had the power; and I would grant 
the franchise to that portion of these stockholders who have 
evinced a di ition and desire to conform to the action of Con- 
gress. That is what I would do. And I would refuse any grant 
or any further extension of any kind to these men who for years 
have refused to obey any of the orders that have been issued to 
them by Congress. Six months hence these men can make the 
same kind of an excuse with regard to their failure that they are 
now making about the burning of the factory. 

Mr. BAB K. No; this bill provides 

Mr. HEPBURN. I confess, Mr. Speaker, that I have not a par- 
ticle of confidence in any statement in the nature of an excuse 
that is made by the management of these companies. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Will the gentleman allow me a moment? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I believe they are organized solely for the 
p of selfishly furthering their own interests to the detri- 
ment of the interests of the public. I have no idea that they 
intend to use the motors nowspoken of, I believe it is their pur- 
pose ultimately, when they can no longer delay, to put in the 
underground electric system. But they are trying to postpone 
that expenditure till the latest possible moment. 

Let me remind the gentleman of some pungs which would seem 
to indicate that this is the fact. Did not this company go to the 
court that now has the custody of this porai and ask authority 
to issue a new form of indebtedness for the purpose of further 
e ecg with these motors, and in that p did they 
not seek for an order of the court to postpone in favor of this new 
debt the lien of the bondholders who, up to this time, have fur- 
nished the money for carrying on the operations of this road? Is 
not that true? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Iam not aware of the fact. 

Mr. HEPBURN. And did not the court very properly and 
noo T refuse assent to the proposition, and rebuke the impu- 
dence of those who asked to perpetrate an outrage of that kind? 

But these ganu eman apparently think that they can control 
Congress and control the court just as they please. And they 
find advocates, it seems. I recognize the fact that the gentleman 
from Wisconsin was most earnest in his opposition to giving this 
company what he now seems anxious tograntthem. Six months 
ago he was not willing that what is now asked should be done; 
and it was only with the greatest reluctance that he was per- 
suaded to allow that bill to pass. 

Mr. BABCOCK. That is correct. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Now, after they have had the six months 
which moy asked and have made most dismal failure, I am as- 
tonished that he should come here advocating another six months, 
although no excuse of a respectable character has yet been made 
for the default already incurred. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to call the attention of 
my friend from Iowa to one provision in the pending bill that he 
has e overlooked; that is, the mandatory section 3, which 
provides: 

Seo. 3. That if said railway companies shall not, on or before July 1, 1897, 
decide to adopt compressed alr motors, then said railway com es wel, 
within one year from July 1, 1897, equip the respective lines in the city o 
Washington with an underground el c system. 

We gave the gh de a road two years to do it in. 

Mr. BURN. ell, will the gentleman consent to an addi- 
tional amendment, forfeiting all the rights of the corporation if 
they fail to comply with what you the mandatory require- 
ae BABCOCK Well, that is tty arbitrary iti 

8 = ell, a pretty ar proposition. 

Mr. 5 What is a mandatory requirement to a com- 
pany like this 

Mr. BABCOCK. A penalty could be provided at $500 a day. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. They would not pay it, and 
could not per it, if it was provided. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Let there be a forfeiture, or some guarantee 
of good faith on their part. 

Ñ of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, as a further 
illustration of this matter, I ask the Clerk to read a part of the act 
of 1896, approved June 10 of that year, bearing upon this very 
question. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That within three months from the passage ot this act 
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a proper and satisfactory motive er for the speedy and convenient pro- 
elon of street cars, then the said Commissioners 8 authorized and 
to issue to the said railway companies, respectively, permits to 
equip their lines within the District of Columbia with such compressed-air 
motors; and within six months from the passage of this act the said railway 
companies shall cease to use horsepower on any and all of their respective 
lines. In theevent that the said me e motors shall not be approved 
as herein provided for, then within teen months from the pane of this 
act the said companies, tively, construct and put into full opera- 
tion on all their lines in the city of Washington the rground electric 
system. 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. You will notice that by the 
act of the last session of Congress just read ae Clerk the same 


requirement was made of thi oompany began 5 


from Wisconsin [Mr. BaBOCOCR! 
Present time. : 

There is another point to which I wish to call the attention of 
the House. That act provides that they shall begin to equip the 
road within three months. At the time it was under considera- 
tion in the House I objected to giving them three months in 
which to begin the equipment. e have practically now the 
same answer given then in regard to the necessity for an exten- 
sion of the time. The gentleman from Wisconsin has explained 
what he regards as the necessity for it. We yielded on that point 
in the last session, and at the ration of the three months they 
had not begun to do what the law required them to do. They 
have not equipped one single portion of the road with one of these 
motors up to the present time. 

Then the act goes on and says that they shall run their cars regu- 


larly over certain streets, mentioned in the bill which you then 


passed. They have not even done that. 

Still again, the act of last June requires that these motors shall 
be satisfactory to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 
and that they shall not be used, even if found satisfactory to the 
company, until they have been approved and a permit granted by 
the Commissioners for that purpose. 

In the resolution which is now before the House all of these 
clauses are omitted, and if the resolution should become operative 
the powers of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia re- 
lating to the road would be absolutely annihilated. There is not 
a word in the resolution requiring these motors to be satisfactory 
to the Commissioners, or that the cars to be operated by the motors 
shall be run to suit the Commissioners or the public. 

I would like, therefore, some member of the committee to 
explain why these clauses of the act of last June are omitted from 
this provision. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I submit to the gentleman from New 
Hampshire that the resolution does not repeal those provisions, 
but simply extends the time, and the provisions to which he refers 
remain operative and in force. If there should even be any doubt 
upon the subject it can be put in by resolution. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. If it does not repeal it I can 
not understand the meaning of some portions of this resolution. 
For instance, this proviso, on page 1: 


And again, section 2: 

Sec. 2. That if said railway companies shall decide to adopt said motive 
power they shall com a equip their respective lines with such motive 
power on or before July 1, 1898. 


Mr. MILNES. I will state to the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire that that part of the bill was agreed in the committee to be 
stricken out. 

5 BAKER of New Hampshire. It was not so reported to the 
ouse. 

Mr. MILNES. It should have been, the committee having 
agreed upon it. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I do not know how that is, 
but it is not so stated before the House. I do not believe the 
House, and can not believe that the committee, is ready to turn 
over to this company absolute and conclusive power and judgment 
in relation to this question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Not at all. It is at the discretion of the 
Commissioners. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Then I shall be glad to have 
the committee in some way correct this bill, and then I will pro- 
ceed with my argument. My attention has been called to the fact 
that, although the resolution is before the House, there has been 
no report made upon it and no statement made by the committee 
as to its purposes or its amendments, excepting the verbal report 
which has been made here this morning. 

Mr. MORSE. Will the gentleman from New Hampshire allow 
me a moment? ; 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Yes. 

- Mr. MORSE. In that moment which the gentleman yields to 
me I should like to say that I have walked over some of the routes 
of these horse cars, and if the company are not going to change the 
motive power they should get some wagons and shovels and clean 


up the excrement of the horses on the lines of these roads. It is 


no wonder that the people of this District have malaria, because I 
do not believe there is a city in the United States where such a vile, 
filthy condition of the public streets is allowed as is permitted in 
this city. It is vile. Just walk down New Jersey avenue and 
strike this Belt Line. I have to put my handkerchief to my face 
every time I cross that track. It is an outrage upon the citizens 
of the District. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I should like to ask the gentleman if it 
is not the duty of the District Commissioners, instead of the rail- 
road SP to keep the city clean? 

Mr. MORSE. In answer to the gentleman, I will say that it 
seems to me that it is the duty of the Commissioners and of this 
House to see that the company abandons the antiquated fifteen- 
dollar horses that are hitched to these cars and substitutes for 
them electric power or cable power or motors run by some other 
power, and geroa of these filthy animals in the public streets. 

Mr. BAB K. Is the gentleman aware that that is what 
pop eer aas been trying to do for some time? That is the object 
of this bill. 

Mr. MORSE. The gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 
BAKER] has just been pointing out that this bill fails to do it, and 
that these roads have not been held up to the conditions of the 


ener law. 
Mr. BABCOCK. Has the gentleman read the bill? 

Mr. MORSE. I have heard the statement of the gentleman 
from New Hampshire [Mr. 8 

Mr. BABCOCK. I desire to say that there is an abundant sup- 
vg Se both the bills and the reports in the House. 

. MORSE. Now, I want to continue that remark. Tho 
gentleman from Wisconsin . BaBcock] the other day, in 
referring to the matter of ‘‘ abundant supply,” called the atten- 
tion of the House and dwelt at great length u the fact—— 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, this is not the alcoholic-liquor 
bill that is under consideration. 

Mr. MORSE. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. BABCOCK. And the matter of time is very precious this 
afternoon. 

Mr. MORSE. The gentleman from Wisconsin went back to the 
alcoholic-liquor debate. It was not myself that went back to it. 
I insist upon my position and statement that these railroad com- 
panies have not, as pointed out by the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. BAKER], complied with the existing law, and that we 
have in this District, on the lines of these roads, still the antiquated 
horse car that is unknown in any other city in the Union of the 
size of the city of Washington. 

Mr. ODELL. Except New York. 

Mr. MORSE. And it is high time that the existing law was 
changed, and that the motive power of these lines was changed 
from horses to electric or cable power or some other form of motor. 
With that ch: I believe the health of the people of this District 
will be greatly improved, and the filth and excrement which is 
now allowed to accumulate on these tracks will be removed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. S. er, I want to say a word or 
two in reply to the remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Morse] with respect to horse cars. I want to say that he is 
mistaken when he says horse cars are not used in any other city 
in the Union of the population of Washington, but that is imma- 
terial, These roads that are involved in this controversy are 
largely suburban roads. One of them extends out into the coun- 

to Brookland, and for a mile or more along it there is scarcely 
a 3 Now, it is true that they use horse cars on a part of 
their tracks, but this proposition is one which involves the removal 
of the horses. We are trying our best to get a provision enacted 
into law which will remove the horses and horse cars from these 
lines. We believe this is the best that can be done. 

The gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. BAKER] finds fault 
with the roads because they have not complied with the act of 
Congress which was p last June. They have not, but the 
gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. BAKER] says that the 
were given three months within which to begin to comply with 
that act of Congress and that not one thing was done within the 
three months. That is the gentleman’s statement. It is in evi- 
dence before the committee, Mr. Speaker, that within two days, 
and I believe on the first day after the passage of the law, the 
company made a contract with the manufacturers of these bottles 
or tubes to hold the compressed air for the motors, in order that 
they might comply with the actof Congress. The manager of the 
road stated 


Mr. HEPBURN. Will the gentleman it a question there? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. In a moment. e manager of the road 
stated in his testimony before the committee that within forty- 
eight hours, I believe, an agreement was made with the company 
in Germany to furnish these tubes or bottles. Now, that was a 
beginning. I will yield now to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
1 fox his question. 

Mr. BURN. Mr. Speaker, I want to ask the gentleman if 
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he did not state to the House when the bill which this one mo 
to amend was under consideration that this company 

en made contracts for those new machines with which to oper- 

ate their road, and did he not make that statement in reply toa 


suggestion made by myself that no machines of that kind were 
manufactured in the United States? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. There was some debate on the measure 


0 . Ifthe gentleman will allow me 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Iu a moment. I do not remember that I 
ke then on the proposition to manufacture bottles or tubes. 1 
o not think I did; but we did have testimony before the com- 
mittee that an arrangement had been made that within thirty days 
they would operate some kind of compressed air motor car upon 
this line. That statement was made by a different gentleman 
than the one who has recently been before the committee with 

respect to these matters. 
. HEPBURN. Very naturally. 

Mr. RICHARDSON (continuing). And the assurance then was 
that within thirty days a compressed-air car would be in opera- 
tion. An arrangement was made by the company to comply with 
the act of C passed in June with a company in Germany 
and I am informed the only company—that manufactures these 
bottles which hold the compressed air; and, as I was about to 
remark, three months’ time was given that company in the con- 
tract within which to manufacture these bottles. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Before the gentleman gets away from that 
I desire to ask him—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. In a moment. Let me finish this idea, and 
then I will yield to the gentleman. 

I do not know these things of my own personal knowledge; 
I only know from the testimony before the 3 made 
the contract within forty-eight hours in their effort to comply with 
the act of Congress. It was made in June, and before the three 
months had expired. Near the close of the three months within 
which these bottles were to be supplied the manufactory, owned 
by the Government of Germany, that had the contract to supply 
them was burned. It was some time before they learned why 
it was the contract was not complied with within the three 
months. That is what I want to state with respect to the effort 
made by the company to secure the 8 supply. Whether 
it is true or not I do not know, but I believe it is. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Will the tleman state what reason he has 
to believe in this second or revised statement in regard to the con- 
tract rather than he has to believe in the first that was made in 
June last or prior? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Why, if their testimony is to be believed, 
it is true. I believe they told the truth. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Ofcourse. But do you believe it? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 do. I believe it. They come and tell 
us that the reason why they have not complied with this act was 
because there was a that Cpa ai manufactory. Iam 
compelled to believe them. Now, they say they can go forward 
within this time, ing it should be given them. I do not 
know whether they can; but the question is, What are you going 
to do if they should not? Do you propose to repeal the charter? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I would. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. What would become of the stockholders 
and those who have put their money into this road? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I would regrant the franchise to those who 
would show some di ition to obey the commands of Congress. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. They are not here seeking or asking such 
relief. The road would be sold for less than half what the stock- 
holders have paid for it. 

Mr. HEPB There is no trouble in disposing of these valu- 
able franchises of these people to sound and solvent corporations, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not know about that. 

Mr. HEPBURN. But right here I want to ask the gentleman. 
He tells us he believes this story about the burning of the factory 
in Germany. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I believe it upon their statements. I 
believe the gentleman who testified about it is a reputable man, 
and entitled to full credit. 

Mr. HEPBURN. But was not it a reputable man in the same 
sense that told the gentleman last June that they had already com- 
pleted a contract with a firm in this country for twenty-five of 
these motors? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But the gentleman is making an assump- 
tion in that respect that I do not agree with him about. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I am quite confident it was made. Ithink it 
was made by the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. RI DSON. I do not think Ispoke on the occasion he 
refers to about these bottles. 

Mr. MILNES. Will the 
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ntleman allow me to suggest 
o not think I did. 
HEPBURN. I remember that I called the gentleman’s 


‘paying annie 
i 


attention to this correspondence which the members of this asso- 
ciation in the 5 of the city had had with the alleged 
manufacturers of this ine. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am reminded by the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. MILNES] that there was a contract made with a 
firm in Pittsburg with reference to some portion of the machinery 
for this line, and that may be what was spoken of, but, as I under- 
stand it, there had been no contract made for these tubes or bottles 
which are very peculiar in their construction, and about which 1 
have not expert knowledge. The gentleman asks me why I believed 
the representations made at that time and why I believe them now. 
I reply that I believed them because I thought the persons makin 
them were reputable gentlemen, and the company comes here ios 
gives this excuse for not having complied with the act of Con 

I believe it is to the interest of the minority stockholders, as 
well as to the interest of the majority, that this extension should 
be given, and that Congress should require this company to equi 
this Se agit x topit kaus etn 5 that see bill weill 
accomp: and will give the people rapid transit on 
this line. The 5 from Iowa Seeks. of a portion of the 
line paying its way from the time of its construction. I think he 
is correct in that. I think the line along C and D streets and along 
G street to the building did earn its expenses, but that is 
only a part of a system which extends, as I have said, out to Brook- 
land; and as to ali portion of that system the rts show 
that it is not earning its expenses. These street rai file their 
reports annually, and if gentlemen will take the trouble to exam- 
ine them they will find that the greater portion of this line is not 
expenses. Of course when you consider the 
receipts of any line of road you must take into account the wholo 
of the road, and when you take in the whole of this Eckington 
road you find that it has not earned money for its stockholders. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think that in this case we ought not to 
repeal the charter of the road, because I do not think that will 
accomplish the object we have in view. On the contrary, it 
would leave the people along the line of that suburban road 
utterly without street-car accommodation. Its effect would be to 
injure the people at Eckington, whoare clamoring for legislation 
against this company, because they would be left without trans- 
porion facilities, and I venture to say that their rty would 

reduced 50 per cent in value in consequence of that depriva- 
tion. So, in my judgment, looking at the question conservatively, 
the best thing that we can do is to grant this extension of time, 
to require the company to put on rapid transit, and to impose 
such a penalty as will compel them to doit. If anybody desires 
to provide in this bill that if the company do not comply with the 
requirement of the act of Co their charter shall be for- 
feited, I do not object. I am willing to put in a provision that in 
case of failure on their part to comply with the requirements of 
the law, steps shall at once be taken in the District courts to for- 
feit their charter. I think that about the best thing we can dois 
to t the extension asked for with proper saf z 
. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am instructed by the commit- 
tee to offer the amendment which I-send to the desk. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


1 ee the word “Provided,” in line 9, and all following it, in lines 10, 11, 
an 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question now is on the en- 
ent and third reading of the pe resolution. 

Mr. HEPBURN. One moment, Mr. Speaker. I want to offer 
an amendment to the third section. 

Mr. BAKER of New Ham . Mr. Speaker, the second sec- 
upu 3 quite as bad as that Which has been struck out. It reads 
as follows: 


That if said railway companies shall decide to adopt said motive power they 
Da san 1 1 equip their respective lines with such motive power on or 
ore July 1308. 


That, again, leaves the entire discretion in this matter to the 
managers of the company. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman offer an 
amendment? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I move tostrike out section 2. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. „ that action would be simply 
ridiculous, This section provides that if these motors prove sat- 
EIOS the company must equip its road with them within six 
months. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. In his opinion it may be per- 
fectly ridiculous now, Mr. Speaker, but it was not ridiculous in 
the ys ey of the gentleman from Wisconsin last June to permis 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to decide whether 
these motors are fit for use or not, fit to accommodate the people 
who desire to travel upon this road, and the proposition is not 
ridiculous to-day. It is proper that this House should decide what 
this company shall do, and not that the rigs sea should decide 
for the House. Here is a company which, by existing law, is 
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under certain restrictions, and it comes here now and asks an 
extension of time in order that it may accomplish certain things, 
while at the same time, by indirection, it asks that the House 
shall abdicate all the authority which it has heretofore reserved 
and placed in the Commissioners of the District of Columbia; and 
that is a demand which I do not believe this House will grant. I 
call for a vote upon my motion. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I demand the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on ordering the 
prenons question on the amendment proposed by the gentleman 

m New Hampshire [Mr. BAKER]. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore declared 
that the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Iask for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 15, noes 25. 

So the previous question was refused. 

Mr. HEPBURN, Now, Mr. Speaker, I offer an amendment to 
section 3. 

The SPEAKER peo tempore. The amendment to section 2 
should be disposed of before an amendment to section 3 is received. 
The Chair understands the gentleman from Iowa to say that his 
amendment is to section 3. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the gentleman from New Hampshire, striking out 


section 2. 5 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Let it be understood that the 
motion is to strike out section 2 absolutely. The amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Iowa applies, I understand, to 
section 3. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. So the Chair understands. The 

uestion is now on the motion of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire to strike out section 2. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, am I in order for a few remarks? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, I am opposed to striking out the 
clause referred to by the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 
BAKER] for several reasons. It seems that this House is very 
much dissatisfied because this company has failed on the subject 
of compressed air. Now, I think t the House ought to have a 
very profound sympathy for the company on that very subject. 
[Laughter.] Then another brother—the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts—comes here and indulges in a tirade against horses, 
which, historians have told us, have been the gauge and test of 
civilization from the beginning of the world. 

This company, as I understand, is trying to do the best it can. 
It asks alittle additional time to erry out the provisions of a con- 
tract into which it has entered. In the last Congress, or possibl 
at the last session—I have forgotten which—when we were deal- 
ing with the Metropolitan road, if the suggestions of certain gen- 
tlemen present in this House had been carried out, the road would 
have been ruined. Yet that road to-day, I undertake to say, is the 
best piece of city railroad in the world. 

Mr. BABCOC That is true. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. What is the gentleman’s 
statement? 

Mr. WILLIS. Isay that the Metropolitan road is the best street 
railroad I ever traveled on. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Whowasthere in this House 
that undertook to ‘‘ruin” that road? 

Mr. WILLIS. There was a measure before the House which, if 
it had been carried out, would have ruined the company. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I never heard of it. 

Mr. WILLIS. If these gentlemen have had ho: wer on their 
road, and the streets have been defiled because of t fact, that 
matter ought to have been attended to. If they have failed with 
regard to the matter of compressed air, we ought to give them a 
little time to introduce another motive power. The world was 
not made in a day. If we will not be too rapid, if we will not 

too precipitately our desires and opinions upon this road, we 
will give them the benefit of the provision which the gentleman 
from New Hampshire wishes to strike out. I believe they are 
honest enough and true enough to bring about righteous results. 
Let us not be precipitate on this subject; let us act with cool heads 
and with freedom from prejudice. 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Speaker, this amendment should not be 
adopted, and the bill as now amended should be passed at once. 
The interests of all the parties concerned in the successful oper- 
ation of this road should be conserved; and they will be by the 
passage of this bill in its present form. On the 9th day of Jan- 
tary next, unless some such measure as we are asked to adopt be 
taken, the court having jurisdiction of this case will order the road 
to be sold, 1 imperiling the rights and interests of the stock- 
holders and of all parties concern I have no special sympath; 
for the majority who have the control of the stock of this ro 
nor for the minority. Itis within the power of Congress to pro- 
tect those rights and interests which are now imperiled. The 
action of the court, as I have said, will be taken on the 9th of Jan- 
uary next. Ifthe bill as it now stands be passed, it will relieve 
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this corporation from its embarrassment and no injury will result 
to the interests of any man. 

I wish to emphasize what has been said by the gentleman from 
Tennessee. And I will say I doubt the propriety of this House 
accepting the testimony of the gentleman (Mr. HEPBURN] who 
has opposed this measure so earnestly, because, although he is 
doubtless sincere and represents what he honestly believes to be 
true, nevertheless his statement is not that character of testimony 
that we should receive upon a question of this kind—not that kind 
of testimony which the committee is in the habit of receiving. 
Testimony received by the committee is of such character as to be 
accepted as true, unless evidence of like character shall come 
before the House so as to induce it to reverse the conclusion 
arrived at by the committee upon the facts before it. Now, the 
evidence before the committee, as suggested by the gentleman 
from Tennessee. was that after the passage of the act of June, 1896, 
this company immediately ente into a contract for the pur- 
chase of the bottles in which to compress the air as a motor; and 
the testimony is undisputed, except for the declaration of the gen- 
tleman from Iowa on the floor here to-day that the contract could 
not be carried out, for the reason that the bottles containing the 
compressed air to be placed upon these cars could not, at the time, 
be manufactured in this country or anywhere else in the world. 
Hence it was practically impossible to carry out the contract. 

The law passed by Congress provided that these two railroad com- 
panies must within three months after the passage of that act 
equip their respective lines with improved motive power, What 

i is company doin eee with that legislation? Assoon 
as it was within their power they found where some of these bottles 
could be purchased. It appears that before the destruction of the 
establishment in Germany a contract had been made by some par- 
ties in New York, and some of these bottles had been purchased 
by them. This company found out where those bottles were. It 
was discovered they were owned by parties in the city of New 
York. It appeared further, before our committee, that this spe- 
cies of motive power has been used in that city with success, and 
is being so used to-day. We were advised this morning by parties 
who claim to know the facts that this motive power is now being 
used there on 3 miles of road, going out and returning—experi- 
mentally, I admit, but successfully nevertheless—and that con- 
tracts have been entered into there for the completion of cars to 
be provided with motors to be operated by this system of com- 
pressed air. 

Now, what is proposed here? This company say, and the testi- 
mony before the committee seemed to be satisfactory on that 
subject, that it will cost at least one-fourth less than any other 
system BE ate Rg od cable, or other motive power that has 
been tried. Here, then, is a company in financial distress and 
embarrassment which, under the law, is seeking to adopt a motive 
power for the ie es of its cars that is reasonable in cost and 
within 3 ity of accomplishment with their present means. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt 
him for a question? 

Mr. HULICK. Certainly. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Is there any opposition, or was there any 
opposition, to this bill from any person in the world, so far as the 
committee is concerned or is aware? 

Mr. HULICK. I am very glad the gentleman has asked that 
question, that the members of the House may know there has not 
been a whisper of any sort to the committee of opposition against 
the adoption of this measure, except such as came here from gen- 
n aro opposed to the extension of time as provided by 

s bill. 
Mr. HEPBURN. If I may be permitted to suggest it, the 


absence of opposition before the committee may possibly be the 
result of the experience of gentlemen who have ap before 
the committee and made opposition heretofore. eir remon- 


ee and objections have often been treated with no consid- 
eration. 

Mr. HULICK. I do not know the observation and rience 
of the gentleman from Iowa in those committees in which he has 
the honor to be a member. But I wish to say to him that no such 
condition of affairs has ever prevailed in the District Committee, 
but,on the contrary, the most respectful consideration and atten- 
tion has been given to all remonstrances or appeals of this charac- 
ter. And I will say further, thatif there was anything of the kind 
before the committee, notwithstanding that this is reported favor- 
ably by the committee to the House, if there were any opposition 
to it based on the grounds that the gentleman has suggested, or 
for any good reason, I would myself either vote against the bill or 
would move to recommit it to the committee, and give a hearing 
to all interested parties on the points at issue. But nothing of the 
pores has been suggested since this bill was before us for consider- 
ation. 

Now, what does the gentleman from Iowa say? What does he 
base his opposition on? He says that the citizens along the line of 
this road are protesting against the extension of time. It is a very 
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strange fact that no word of such N Was before the com- 
mittee. The gentleman says that the opponents of this bill are 
not stockholders nor bondholders nor creditors of the company, 
but that they—whom he does not tell us—come in and complain 
against the companies because they have not done what they pro- 

to do under the act of June, 1896, and have refused to do what 
they had authority to do under their charter. Now he says he 
would take the charter away from them altogether and give it to 
the minority stockholders. What nonsense! How impractical! 
Why, Mr. Speaker, the minority stockholders’ rights areas sacred, 
in the view of the Committee on the District of Columbia and of 
this House, as the rights of the majority; and we have endeavored 
to treat all exactly alike. We are not rding the rights of 
either the majority or the minority stockholders, but the rights of 
all parties in interest and also of the patrons of the road. e are 
endeavoring to conserve the rights of the people—the interests of 
the public—that the gentleman proposes to speak for and claims to 
represent on the floor of the House, and looking to their interests, 
as well as to those of creditors and stockholders, we have presented 
this measure for your adoption. 

Another thing to which I wish to call attention: The bill pro- 
poses to give an 3 a trial of three months by the road 
of this new system. We have the further statement before the 
committee, and the assurance of gentlemen in whom we have per- 
fect confidence, that within thirty days sey will put this motive 

wer into certain of their cars, and place them on the track and 
Pegin at once to furnish to the public the service required. If the 

is adopted, then, we have assurance of the company that 
they will within thirty days place this power on the e and the 
sa agen will be able to be satisfactorily tested. 

. HEPBURN. If the gentleman will allow me, do I under- 
stand, or are we to infer from this last remark, that this unfortu- 
nate factory in Germany has been rebuilt? 

Mr. HULICK. Yes, sir; you can infer that. I can state that 
it is ready to supply orders for these bottles, which are on the mar- 
ket to all companies who are prepared to buy them. And this com- 
pany; being in the condition to which I have referred, will be able 

procure the bottles and will not need to ask any further exten- 
sion of time, or at least, if they fail under this grant, will have no 
excuse for not fully testing this new propelling power. 

I. say, then, Mr. Speaker, with the gentleman from Tennessee 

r Nona „and I think it is the sentiment of all the mem- 
rs of the committee, that yon may attach such penalties as you 
please for a failure to carry out the requirements of this act, but 
we have every reasonable businesslike assurance that if the bill 
is adopted the interests of the 8 will be subserved—the bond- 
holders, the creditors, and the stockholders and the public interest 
at the same time will be subserved, and evenhanded justice will 
be done. Failure to adopt this measure will be ruinous to many 
people whose interests are involved in this enterprise. 

r. TRACEY. If the road is able to put in these motors within 
thirty days, and put the cars on the road for service, why the 
necessity for this extension of something like seven months? I 
understand the gentleman to say that it is propona to have the 
motors placed in the cars and on the road for service within 

thirty days. If that is true, why the necessity for this extension? 
Mx. HULICK. I think 1223 the gentleman misunderstood 
my statement. Doubtless I was not fortunate in my expression. 
I did not intend to be understood by the gentleman, or by the 
House, that they will be ready to operate their cars in that time; 
but only that there would be a portion of them equipped and 
opera as an experiment; that within thirty days they will 
have this power on the track, and to demonstrate its success; 
andif it is a success, then it will be feasible to have all their cars 

uipped in like manner, If it is not a success, and shall not be 
Spee. they pledge themselves to place such other power, elec- 
tric or otherwise, upon the road as will make it a success and be 
acceptable to the public and in harmony with the requirements 
of their company charters and the acts of Congress relating 
thereto. 

Mr. MEREDITH. They will only be able to get about twenty- 
five cars every three months, you know. 

Mr. HULICK. And another fact, sn by my friend from 
Virginia [Mr. MEREDITH]; it is a physical impossibility to get 
these cars more rapidly than perhaps twenty-five every three 
months. They must be constructed to suit this power. Now, 
the purchasing of the bottles is a small matter compared with the 
construction of the cars, because of the time it takes to build 
them. But within six months the whole road, if this is a suc- 
cess, will be fully equipped with this power to the satisfaction of 
every body. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Now, Mr. Speaker 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask my colleague to yield to me for one 
moment, to correct a statement made by the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN]. He asked me if I did not recollect some 


or promise made by some gentlemen interested in these 
bill was pending before Congress last spring. 


roads when 


Mr. HEPBURN. Tou are mistaken. I referred to representa- 
tions that I understood the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
RICHARDSON] to make with regard to the companies. 

Mr. RIC DSON. I have turned to the debate on the bill 
at that time, and there was no such question, as far as I can find 
and no such guaranty made by me. e matter was not debated 
at all when the bill was pending. I simply want to put myself 
right on that. 

r. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, after a conference with the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire [Mr. BAKER], he has suggested cer- 
tain amendments which are satisfactory to the committee, and, 
with the permission of the House, I will offer these amendments 
which are suggested by the gentleman, and which I think remove 
his objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SHERMAN). Does the gentle- 
man withdraw his motion to strike out the section? 

8 E BAKER of New Hampshire. I will withdraw it, Mr. 
peaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Wisconsin 
pe re Se i offers certain amendments, which he will send to 

e desk. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I offer to amend by inserting, in line 3 of the 
bill, between the words time“ and “ within,” the words “ granted 
by the act approved June 10, 1896,” and striking out all beginning 
with the word “ Provided,” in line 9, to the end of section 1. Also, 
amend section 2 so that it will read as follows: 


That if said hag ote motors shall be adopted, said companies shall 
5 equip their respective lines with such motive power on or before 
yA, . 


Amend section 3 as follows: 


That if said compressed air motive power shall not be adopted on or before 
July 1, 1897, then said railway company shall. within one year from July 1, 
1 — the . lines in the city of Washington with an under- 
groun tric syst x 


This removes, I believe, all objections. 

The amendments offered b . BABCOCK were to. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Now, Mr. Speaker, there are some amend- 
ments which are proposed to come at the bottom of section 8. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
HEPBURN | offers an amen t to section 3, which the Clerk will 


gy 
e Clerk read as follows: 


At the end of section 3 add the words: Provided. That in case the said com- 
shall fail to comply with all the requirements of this act by the time 


the Commissioners of the 
after such failure. - 

“And provided further, That if said companies shall fail to operate all of 
their ve l as provided by an act entitled An act to extend the 
routes of said railway companies,’ etc., approved June 10, 1806, in such man- 
ner and on such schedules as the Co: ners shall 3 then said 
companies and each of them shall forfeit and pay to the District Commis» 
sioners the sum of $100 for each day of such failure.” 


Mr, HEPBURN. I understand that the committee are willing 
to accept those amendments. - 


arts BABCOCK. The penalty, I think, is much too high—$500 
a day. 

Mr. HEPBURN. That was the sum you named. I took it 
from you. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Five hundred dollars a day? 

Mr. HEPBURN. Yes. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Was it not $500 a month that I named? 

Mr. HEPBURN. Oh, no. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I think $100 a day would be a sufficient 
3 ` 

Mr. HEPBURN. Well, let us make it $500 a day. If they are 
acting in d faith it will do them no harm. 


Mr. RICHARDSON, If we make the penalty too high no court 
will enforce it. It would be better to make it more reasonable. 
If it is unreasonable and extravagant no court will enforce it. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Then make it a hundred dollars a day. 

Mr. MAHON, I move to strike out one hundred” and insert 


fifty.“ 
Mr. HEPBURN. I hope mak will not prevail. 
it will. 


Mr. MAHON. Iho 
e committee are willing to accept one 


Mr. HEPBURN. 
hundred.” 

Mr. MAHON. I do not care what the committee are willing to 
accept. The question is, What is right? 

The question being taken on the amendment to the amendment 
offered by Mr. Manon, the Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes seemed to have it. 

Tio: a ene (demanded by Mr. HEPBURN) there were—ayes 

, noes 22. 

Accordingly the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The amendment of Mr. HEPBURN was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The question now is on the en- 
grossment and third reading of the joint resolution. 


1896. 
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Mr. HULICK. Mr. Speaker, I offer a formal amendment: 
Src. 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby 


The amendment was agreed to, 
The resolution as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 


third time, and S j 
. BABCOCK, a motion to reconsider the vote 


On motion of 0 
by which the joint resolution was passed was laid on the table. 


EMMART, DUNBAR & CO. 


Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up for consider- 
ation the bill S. 1265, and I move that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole to consider the bill. i 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Wisconsin 
moves that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
for the consideration of the bill S. 1265. 

The question was taken; and the motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Payne in the chair. 


The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole = 


for the consideration of the bill which the Clerk will report. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (8. 1265) for the relief of Emmart, Dunbar & Co. 
Be it enacted, etc., That the sum of $1 2. the amount found due Em- 


mart, Dunbar & Co. by the auditor of the t of Columbia for work done 

by said firm in connection with the la of the 36-inch water main under 

eir con of September 1, 1871, and the same hereby 

is, ap riated, out of the revenues of the District of Columbia; and the 
of District are he 


due. 


Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I yield to may Pacer pms Mr. 
MEREDITH of Virginia, who made the report on this bill. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Mr. Chairman, this bill affords an oppor- 
tunity to the District government to be honest. It does not o 
happen, as afriends ts on my left. I ee that the govern- 
ment is honest, but it is gen y compelled to after 

riod of years. This is a bill, sir, to pay out of the District fun 
3 Dunbar & Co. the sum of fourteen thousand and some 
odd dollars for work done in 1871. The auditor of the District 
has made a report in which he finds due to that d aed the sum 
specified in the bill. It has passed the Senate and has reported 
favorably by the Committee on the District of Columbia of this 
House. The Commissioners of the District of Columbia say in 
their report that it ought to be paid. The Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia have investigated the matter and they have agreed 
with the Senate that this is an honest and just debt, and that these 
men, who have been kept out of this money for twenty-five years 
without interest, ought to be paid, and that the District Commis- 
sioners should have authorit sah og 2 ask. It seems to 
me that if any gentleman will read the report he will be satisfied 
that this is an honest debt for work done by these gentlemen 
twenty-five years ago, and they have not been paid by reason of 
the fact that the District Commissioners thought that there ought 
to be authority from Congressto paythem. They have been kept 
out of their money that long, and they are here to-day ing for 
the original amount found to be due them by the auditor of the 
District, without interest, to come out of the District fund entirely, 
the Government paying not one cent of it. We ought to accom- 
modate the District Commissioners, and we ought to permit this 
debt, Which. is honest and just and which has been so long stand- 
ing, to be poa : ? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman permit 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. MEREDITH. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Is this in excess of the con- 
tract for work done not included in the contract? How does the 
claim arise? 

Mr. MEREDITH. This is a claim, as I understand it, for extra 
work which was done under the old District government, before 
it was changed to the District Commissioners. They believed 
that it required some authority from Congress to pay it, but rec- 
ognized that it is honest and just. Their accounting officer made 
a report ifying every item, which they acknowledge to have 
been performed by this company. They claim to-day that it is 
due to this firm of Emmart, Dunbar & Co., and all they ask is 
authority of Congress to pay it. They claim that it ought to be 


1 
. BAKER of New Hampshire. I presume the gentleman has 
stated the findings of the auditor and the Commissioners of the 
District? 

Mr. MEREDITH. Certainly. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. But my purpose was to find 
how the claim originally arose. Task the gentleman if it arose 
outside of the contract? 

Mr. MEREDITH. If my friend will permit me, I will read the 
report. I read from Mr. Daniel Donovan on the claim. He was 


J Aer S long be 


the accounting officer of the District at that time and was famil- 
iar with the facts. 


Elio! 

— Aqueduct, and Edwin L. Stanton, acting governor of the District of 
imbia, to" lay cast-iron water pipes, stopoocks, and special castings, under 

an act of 8 b e ent July 14, 1870, and an act of 

rte arr asse: yof the Districtof Columbia approved by the governor 
y 2 


Said acts provided for additional supply of Potomac water by means of the 
Washington Aqueduct to the cities 
authorized a loan for said 


Washi m Aqueduct to the west side of Foundry Branch; 
est W. di extending from Rock Creek Bridge to the 
west side of Fifteenth street; 
The East W division, extending from the west side of Fifteenth 
street to the center of New Jersey avenue and L street NW. 
The material of the contract and tions pertinent to the claim 
in ¢ uestion are here set out: 


e pipes are to be laid in such locations and upon such lines and grades 
ae jeer may designate. . 
N pes. stopcocks, and castings ereto, except 
000000 the railroad depot or on 


engineer may elect. 
“The cost of handling after delivery and all other yew os of labor, ma- 
incurred in ha: distri i 


engineer or 
en aside 


out ch 
be the sockets as 
to give a uniform space all around, and if any pipe does not allow sufficient 


ch 
of the socket as may be be made 
nor allowed for extra quan of or 
“The width of lead uired for the various sizes is as follows: 38-inch pipe, 
2} inches; inch pipe. inches; 12-inch pipe, It inches; 6 inch pipe. 1 inches, 
“The thickness of l will be about as follows: For 30 and % inch pipes, 
E 
the lead the joints shall be carefully wiped out to make 
them clean and dry. The joints shall be run full at one pouring, and the 
. Cea o i kept within 20 feet of the joint about to be poured. 
The joints shall be faithfully calked, by competent mechanics, in such man- 
ner as to secure tight joints without overstraining the iron of the sockets, 
The calking shall one toward the place of the gates and other points 
where the lead may be porous, so as to drive it together at these points, 
The lead, after being driven, shall be flush with the face of the socket. * s 
“Every op end of a pipe shall be plugged or otherwise closed before leay- 
ing the work for the night. = A 
* . * * b * * 


Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. The gentleman is simply read- 
ing the specifications. The question I desire to ask him is, Has 
this claim been investigated by prior Congresses? s 
Mr. MEREDITH. This claim has been investigated not only 
by prior Congresses, and reported on favorably, but it has already, 
at this session of Congress, passed the Senate upon the recom- 
mendation of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, and 
this money comes out of the fund of the District entirely, the 
Government Paying mnt one cent. The auditor of the District, 
who has charge of the financial matters of the District, has made 
a thorough investigation, and he states in his report that is a 
just debt and that so many dollars are due to this company, nam- 
ing the sum specifically. 
. STEWART of New Jersey. This debt, as I understand, 
matured in 1871? 
Mr. MEREDITH. It matured in 1871. 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Can the gentleman state any 
good or sufficient reason why it has not been paid before this? 
Mr. MEREDITH. The only reason I can su is that this 
government, as I understand, never pays anybody but its em- 
tear unless it is forced to do it by an act of Congress. In the 
ifty-third Congress I reported a bill to pay this debt, and it came 
up in the House and was knocked out upon a point of order be- 
cause it was sought to put it upon some appropriation bill. The 
requirement of the bill then was that the Government should pay 
one-half of this amount, but now itis claimed that the District 
fund alone should pay it, so that not one cent of this money comes 
out of the constituents of the gentleman from New Hampshiro 
or of any other gentleman on this floor. The Commissioners 
having charge of theaffairs of this District believe this to be an 
honest claim and that it ought to have been paid years ago. Gen- 
tlemen will remember that the form of government here was 
some years , and that was the reason it was not paid 
at the time. It was thought then, and the Commissioners thi 
now, that an act of Congress is required to give them authority to 
do what is the honest thing to do—pay this debt, 
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Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. 
that part of the gentleman’s remarks. What I wish to know is 
whether this sum of twelve or fourteen or eighteen thousand dol- 
lars is for extra work, work outside of the contract. Upon what 
is it based? ; 

Mr. MEREDITH. If my friend will look at the report which I 
hold in my hand, in the report of Mr. Donovan, who was emplo ed 
by the District authorities to investigate the matter, he will find 
that every item that is here charged against the District is fixed 
and identified in that report, and that the Commissioners agree 
that the amount should be paid. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. But what is it for? Is it for 
extra work or material? 

Mr. MEREDITH. If the gentleman will look on page 9 of the 
report he will get the information he desires. 

r. HULICK. Here it is [reading]: 
For extra work done and materials furnished, $18,957.17. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Then it is for extra work 
and material. Now, was this such a claim that it could have 
been brought before the so-called Brodhead commission?“ 

Mr. MEREDITH. Ido not know that it was. Iam not pre- 
pared to answer that question, but what I do know, and what I 
desire to impress upon this House, is that the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia, whose duty it is to look after the inter- 
ests of this District and see to it that no unjust claim is paid, 
have examined this matter, by their accounting officer and audi- 


I am entirely satisfied with 


tor, and have become satisfied that every dollar charged in this 


claim is due and has been due since 1871, a period of twenty-five 
years, during which the interest on the claim, if interest had been 
charged, would have more than doubled the amount. 


Mr. DOCKERY. I will ask the gentleman if this bill is unan- 
imously approved by the Commissioners of the District? 


Mr. EDITH. I believe that one of the Commissioners 
dissented, but a majority of them are in favor of it, and I do not 
understand that the Commissioner who dissented believes that 
the claim ought not to have been paid. I ask my friends papy 
to read the report in this case and they will be satisfied. I thin 
that my friend from Missouri, to be consistent, ought not to 
attempt to nypon the passage of this bill now, for it seems to me 
that but for him these old people, who have been kept out of their 
money so long, would have had it years ago. 
but I think it was my friend from Missouri who knocked the b 
out on a point of order in the last Congress; but I do maintain, 
Mr. Chairman, that this is an honest and just debt and that it 
ought to have been paid long ago, and ought to be paid now with- 
out further anak 

Mr. TALBERT. Who pays this claim, if it is paid? 

Mr. MEREDITH. The taxpayers of your district, my friend, 
do not pay one cent of it. The treasury of the District of Colum- 
bia alone this claim. 

Mr. TALBERT. And the Government has nothing to do withit? 

Mr. MEREDITH. No, sir; not at all. The Government does 
not pay a 1 8 

Mr. TALBERT. Then whyshould the Government say whether 
the claim shall be paid or not if it has no interest in it? 

Mr. MEREDITH. I do not think that any man ought to say 
that this claim shall not be paid. 

Mr. TALBERT. Iam merely asking for information, 

Mr. MEREDITH. I am obliged to the gentleman. The Gov- 
ernment, I repeat, does not pay one cent of this claim. All that 
the Commissioners ask is that Congress shall give them authority 
to do what they believe is honest and right and just in this matter. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Isuggest to the gentleman in charge of this 
bill that it ought to be amended in one particular. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Oh, we do not want it to go back to the 
Senate and be further delayed. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Well, the auditor of the District recommended 
that this claim be paid from the water fund of the District, and 
the bill is not so drawn. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, this report shows that one of 
the Commissioners dissented from the payment of this claim on 
the distinct ground that the contract did not warrant the con- 
tractors in making any claim for extra service or extra work, and 
I assume that there must have been some reason for the Commis- 
sioner taking that ground. Further on in the report made by Mr. 
Donovan, it is stated that no claim shall be made nor allowed for 
extra quantity of lead or gas fitting,” yet I find that to be item 
No. 2 in the claim filed. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, this is a bill which has passed 
the Senate and been acted upon favorably by the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. This same measure has been before 
Congress and before the House committee during the entire time 
that I have been a member. I think that on several occasions it 
has been reported favorably to the House, and I think that once— 
in the Fifty-third Congress—it was passed. The bill, as I under- 

stand, is for extras on enlarged contract under the old city or- 
ganization here. The bill as originally rendered was for $60,000. 


I may be mistaken,- 
ili 


The committee has not attempted to go into this matter item by 
item and to determine which items are correct and which are not. 
But we have depended upon the authorities here in the city. 
They say that this money is due to this gentleman, an old man 
who has haunted the Capitol here for years in connection with 
this matter. We depend upon the report made by the auditor 
and by the Commissioners. They say that the District of Colum- 
bia justly owes this man this money, and ask Congress to give 
them 1 to pay it. That is the case in a nutshell. 

Mr. COX. ill the gentleman allow me a moment? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. Upon the gentleman’s statement of the facts, the 
Commissioners have decided that this claim is a valid one. 

Mr. BABCOCK. A just one. 

Mr. COX. Why, then, do not the Commissioners pay it? 

Mr. BABCOCK, Because they have no authority to do so, as 
the indebtedness arose under the old form of city government. 
The present Commissioners can not pay the claim without author- 
ity from Con z 

Mr. MEREDITH. The claim arose under the legislative form 
of government. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Yes; the contract was originally let under the 
old form of city government. 

Mr. COX. The contract was made under a former system of 
government, and now there is a different system? 

Mr. MEREDITH. Exactly. 

Mr. COX. And now the present officers of the city do not feel 
fully authorized to pay this claim because they do not represent 
that form of city government which was in operation when the 
claim was created? i 

Mr. BABCOCK. They have no authority at all to pay a claim 
of this kind without the action of Congress. 

Mr. COX. They do not feel that they ought to pay indebtedness 
which arose under the old system? 

Mr. BABCOCK. They have no authority to do so. é 

Mr. COX. What is the amount of the claim? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Fourteen thousand two hundred dollars, 

Mr. COX. Now, tell me, what wasit for? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Thegentlemanfrom Virginia . MEREDITH] 
made the mpna and he can give the gentleman the details. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Every item is here in the report which I 
hold in my hand. The claim was for laying water mains from the 
reservoir mere the city. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. As I understand from the 
statement of the chairman of the committee Ba OK], the 
committee made no inquiry, and has no special knowledge, as to 
the justice or injustice of this claim, but relies on the statements 
of the District auditor. 

Mr. BABCOCK. It was impossible for the District Committee 
to go into these matters item by item. The auditor appointed a 
man from his office for that special purpose, who spent several 
months upon the subject. He made a report; the auditor sub- 
mitted the report to the Commissioners; and the Commissioners 
have recommended the payment of the claim, basing their recom- 
mendation on the report of the auditor. That is the status exactly. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Then the committee have not 
gone into the details of these items to ascertain whether they are 
just charges or not? å 

Mr. BABCOCK. It would have been simply an impossibility 
for the committee to do so. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Then the result is this—that 
the committee and the Commissioners have taken the statements 
of the District auditor as true without any special examination 
on their own 3 

Mr. BABCOCK, Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on ordering the bill to be 
laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

The question was decided in the affirmative. _ 

Mr. BABCOCK. I have another matter here which will require 
to be considered in Committee of the Whole, and I would like to 
call it up now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that the House went 
into Committee of the Whole for the consideration of this particu- 
lar bill. If that is so, no other matter would be in order. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I move, then, that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. PAYNE reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, having had under consideration 
the bill (S; 1265) for the relief of Emmart, Dunbar & Co., had 
Aroen him to report the same back with the recommendation 

At 1 . 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill just 
9 from the Committee of the Whole. 

ə bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
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On motion of Mr. BABCOCK, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


CLAIMS AGAINST THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BABCOCK. I call up the bill (H. R. 8726) to pona for 
the payment of certain claims against the District of Columbia 
by 3 certificates. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


taken, injured, or destroyed by 
destruction or removal of the Northern Liberty Market, in the city of Wash- 
ington, D. C., in September, 1872, as also all claims for payments made for 
the purchase, rent, or use of any stall or privilege in said market house and 


pired term of said purchase, rent, use, or license. 

— has ascertained the amount of the loss as 
above described, in any case growing out of the removal or destruction of 
the market as aforesaid, he shall issue a drawback certificate, signed by him 
as auditor, to the party or parties who suffered such loss or damage. or to 
their legal representatives, stating the amount found to be due and on what 
account issued, and shall keep a registry thereof; and such drawback certifi- 
cates with interest thereon at 8.65 per cent per annum from September 
1872, shall be received for arrears of taxes due the District of Columbia an 
unpaid on June 30, 1895. 

SEC. 3. That said auditor shall make a tabular statement of all claims pre- 
sented, the persons 5 same, and the amount found to be due on 
account of each; and for specified said auditor 
shall have the power to saupama witnesses, administer oaths, and examine 


ecessary servi stationery, books, 
bo ple arco fe Other fi re mg 8 on the’ order of the Com- 
missioners of the District of Columbia on the request, in writing, of the said 
auditor, out of the surplus revenues of said District. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on the District of 
Columbia was read, as follows: 

At the end of the bill add the following: 

“ Provided, That no claim shall be allowed, and no drawback certificate shall 
issue, upon such claim until the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
shall have first approved the same.” 

Mr. MILNEs rose. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I make a point of order against this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his point. 

Mr. DOCKERY. My point is that the bill should first be con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. For what reason? 

Mr. DOCKERY. For the reason that it creates a liability upon 
the Treasury, and possibly a very large one. 

Mr. It makes no appropriation. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The bill in express terms carries a liability to 
be paid from the revenues of the District of Columbia. 

r. MILNES. There is no appropriation contemplated by the 
bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. If the object of the bill is not what I state, I 
am utterly at a loss to understand the English language. If the 
Chair will turn to page 3 of the bill he will find a provision 
authorizing payment out of the surplus revenues of the District. 

Mr. MIL 8. Payments are to be made by drawback certifi- 
cates, which are to be receivable for taxes. There is no appropria- 
tion in the bill. 

Mr. DOCKERV. Task the attention of the Chair to the provi- 
sion on page 3, in lines 20 to 25, inclusive. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Mich- 
igan upon the point of order, 

Mr. MILNES. Mr. Speaker, I think the point of order is not 
well taken, for the reason that there is no appropriation contem- 
plated by the bill. 

The SPEAKER. It seems that there are certain expenses to be 
paid from the revenues of the District of Columbia involved in 
‘the bill. 

Mr. MILNES. That is true so far as the costs in the case are 
concerned. 

The SPEAKER. It provides for costs? 

Mr. MILNES. For the cost of the clerk of the court, that the 
clerk shall be appointed by the court, and provides for the costs 
necessarily involved. 

The SP. . That is an expenditure. 

Mr. MILNES. That, of course, would be an expenditure. 

I will move that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of consid- 
ering the bill H. R. 8726. 

The motion was to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House, Mr. LACEY in the chair. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the title of the bill 
under consideration. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 8726) to provide for the ent of certain claims against the 
District at Columbia oy drawback 8 


Mr. MILNES. Mr. Chairman, there is a committee amendment 
which I think would be first in order. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Before a vote is taken we want some debate 
upon this measure. The bill has not been read. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has just been read in the House. 

Mr. DOCKERY. There is no disposition to make any point on 
that. I only wish time enough to get a copy of the report and see 
what liabilities are involved. 

Mr. MILNES, I will say to the gentleman from Missouri that 
I ee to have the report read. 

. DOCKERY. That ought to be done before a vote is taken. 

Mr. MILNES. I ask for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. MILNES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5 provide for 0 of certain claims against the District 
of Columb drawback certificates, leave to report the same back to 
the House with an amendment to be added to the section, as follower 

“Provided, That no claim shall be allowed and no drawback certificate shall 
issue upon such claim until the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
shall have first approved the same.“ 

And that as so amended the bill be passed. f 

A bill of exactly the same —— as that pending in the House was intro- 
duced in the Senate du: e present session of 8 and the report of 
the District Committee of the te upon that bill is herewith appended and 
madea of this a ed 

* The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 3114) to provide for the ent of certain claims the District of 
Columbia by drawback ce tes, beg leave to report the same back to the 
Senate with a recommendation that it 2 

“A t many years ago, by permission of the United State: authorities, 
the city of Washington constructed a market house on a ponn of the pub- 
lic grounds at the intersection of Seventh streetand New York avenue, then 
unimproved and wring ra and accordingly the city erected a large market, 
known as the Northern Liberty Market. . 

By ordinanceof the city the rights and privileges tothe stalls in this market 
were sold at public outcry to the highest bidder for a term of years—gener- 
ally five years each—the amount of the bid to be paid annually, and in addi- 
tion the city charged and received in advance an annual rent for each of said 
stalls and for all privileges granted in the market. and also a license for con- 
ducting any market business. The city in this way derived a large revenue 
from this market, and at different times added to the size of it by new con- 
structions. During the existence of the board of public works extensive 
improvements were inaugurated in the city. and the board determined to 
remove the market house. Accordingly, on the afternoon of September 8, 
1872, the board issued an order to their agent, Thomas M. Plowman, to remove 
the market house that night. 

In obedience to these instructions, Plowman gathered about 20 laborers, 
and, marching to the market house about 7 o'clock in the evening, he pro- 
ceeded at once, with pickaxes, shovels, etc., to pull down and destroy the 
building. This was entirely without notice to the stall holders, and, to 
their utter surprise, they found on the following morning that the building 
had been torn down, the roof and stalls falling in upon their tools, imple- 
ments, and the provisions and supplies that sag Sapa rovided for the next 
day's market, and that the work had been done such a reckless, sudden. 
and violent manner as to destroy their property, ruin their business, and 
result in the death of two unoffending citizens. order to make the work 
complete, the board of public works succeeded in having all the judges 
beyond the District limits, or at least beyond reach of any of the parties in 
interest who might have applied for an injunction. 

* Whatever may have been the justification in the eyes of the board of public 
works for this sudden and unexpected and heroic manner of removing this 
market, there is no question that just compensation should be made to thoes 
citizens whose p rty was thus sacrificed. Not only should they receive 
compensation for the property actually destroyed or eae but they should 

receive repayment of any sums of money which they had, in accordance 
with law, paid for the rights and privileges of conducting their business in 
the market house to the extent of the unexpired term for which they had 
paid and of which they had been deprived. These twomatters alone are covy- 
ered by the bill. Atleast one party had paid in August for his license to do 
business there for twelve months, while the building was destroyed within 
three weeks after the amount was paid. 

“In a letter upon this subject Governor Shepherd, who was at that time 
the head of the board of public works, says: 

take the liberty of saying that I sincerely hope the claims of these citi- 
zens will be adjus and paid. 

The Northern Liberty Market was located at the junction of two of the 
leading avenues and three of the principal streets of the city. It stood imme- 
diately in the way of the extensive improvements that were proposed and 
were then in process of execution, and it e necessary, in order to save 
delay in the execution of these extensive public improvements and to avoid 
the long litigation which would have grown out of putting this matter into 
court, for the board of pe works to take sudden and heroic measures for 
the removal of this market house. This was done by tearing down and remoy- 
ing said buil by a large force of laborers as the lesser of two evils, and in 
full view of the fact that it was better and less expensive to compensate the 
citizens who might suffer loss in this way rather than to delay the execution 
of the public work or to go into court for a long period of litigation. 

I have always felt that, as the p: rty and business of these stall holders 
yars nece; y sacrificed to the public good, they were entitled to compen- 
sation.’ 

The interest of 3.65 per cent allowed is exactly the amount allowed upon all 
5 and uidated, growing out of the extraordinary action 
of the of public works. The act of June 20, 1874 (U. S. Stat., vol. 18, pt. 
3, p. 116), establishing the board of audit to adjust various classes of claims 
forimprovements under the board of 2 works, provided that these should 
be paid in bonds of the District of Columbia, e Ais per cent per annum 
and the act of June 16, 1880 (U. S. Stat., vol. 21, p. 284), referred a number o 
the claims w had ae been finally adjudica by the board of audit to 


that before the bonds were delivered for payment of the c COCOM 
shall be detached therefrom from the date of said bonds to the date upon 
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which such claims were due and payable.” If parties simply ha 


y having claims, 
liquidated or unliq' the District of Colum for work done 
by them were allowed interest, it seems to the committee that parties whose 
property was destroyed or injured and whose money was — rf paid for 
certain 8 which they never enjoyed should not be treated with less 

eration. 

“Some of these parties brought suit against Governor Shepherd for the 
recovery of damages, but he e insolvent and removed to Mexico, so 
that jadgment was never obtained. Several filed claims before the * 
audit, but they were dismissed for want of jurisdiction. At the time th 
injury was suifered by these parties the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia held that the District was not . e for the actions of the 
board of public works. Mos; Barnes vs. The District, 1 MacArthur's Reports, 
arch 30, 1876, the United States Supreme Court reversed the above 


32.) On 
decision and held that the District was liable for the w oing of the 
board the expira- 


of public works. (1 Otto, 540.) But this decision came af 
tion of the time within = Toe 
ve the: 


could be 
»The bill makes no ä of funds from the Uni 
or from the District ds, but simply provides that these es shall be 
issued drawback cert tes which may be receivable for un 
due penalties and taxes amounting to at Mont 000 due the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, some of which has been due since 1877, an 


bly with 


past-due taxes which 


property to the tax lists which will pay its share of 
public burdens in the future.” 

Mr. MILNES. Now, Mr. Chairman, I think the propriety of 
the passage of this bill and its merits are very fully set forth in 
the report which has just been read. 

It appears that a good many years ago there was erected in the 
city of Washington, by the city, a large public market building, 
and it was provided by an ordinance of the city that the stalls in 
the market should be rented—let to the highest bidder—for a period 
of, usually, five years, and also that the city of Washington e 
and collected a license for the privilege of doing business in t 
market. In 1872 it became necessary, or it was so concluded by 
the parties then in power in the city, that this market should be 
torn down to make way for certain public improvements in process 
of construction. Governor Shepherd, who was thenat the head of 

of public works, as stated in the report, said that it was 
necessary to carry on the improvements contemplated that this 
market building should be torn down; and also that it would be 
cheaper to take a large force of men and tear it down at night than 
to go into the courts and have litigation over it; that the parties 
who were injured by the destruction of their property, in tearin, 
down the structure, could be paid more cheaply by the city, an 
that it would cost less in time and money to do it in that way. 
Accordingly a large force of men, 200 or more in number, assem- 
bled after dark with pickaxes, shovels, crowbars, and other imple- 
ments of destruction, and gathered together at the public market 
without notice to the parties occupying the stalls in the market, 
and between that time and the next morning they demolished the 
building and destroyed practically everything that was contained 
in the building. The destruction also caused the death of two men, 
as I understand, who were e in the market—two lives being 
sacriticed in the demolition o building. 

Now, these men were occupying this eee ee or 
by contract with the authorities of the city of ngton. The 
had paid for the use of the stalls in the market; they had pai 
their licenses to the city of Washington for the privilege of con- 
ducting their business there; they had placed their market sup- 

lies in the market brume, and the city authorities came and 
eee the building, and the property in it, without giving 
them notice of any kind whatever. 

Suit was brought against Colonel Shepherd as head of the board 
of public works. but he became a bankrupt and moved from the 
city of Washington to Mexico, and that suit was stopped, as noth- 
ing could be recovered from it. Suit was then brought in the 
courts of the city; but the courts ruled at that time that the city 
was not liable for the action of the board of public works. There- 
fore that snit was thrown out of court. Later the supreme court 
of the District of Columbia overruled the decision just mentioned, 
and held that the city of Washi was liable for the damages 
in tearing down the market building. 

But when that decision was made the time had expired within 
which they could bring suit in the courts. Therefore the parties 
who suffered by the destruction of that market, whose pro, 
was destroyed, have had no remedy against the city, and can have 
no remedy except 0 act of Congress. That is the reason why this 
bill has been brought here. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance of my time, and 
should like to hear if there is any opposition. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to ask the gentleman if there is in 


fact an officer known as the auditor of the supreme court of the 
District of Columbia—if that is his correct title? 

Mr. MILNES. I suppose so. That is the recommendation of 
be pa Commissioners, and I suppose there must be such an 
officer. 

Mr. DOCKERY. If this office exists, it is the first time the 
fact has been called to my attention. We have an auditor for the 


District of Columbia, but I did not know until the fact—if it be a 
fact—was called to my attention by this bill, that there was such 
an officer as the auditor of the supreme court of the District. 

Mr. MILNES. As the District Commissioners recommended it, 
I take it for ted that that is the fact. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Now, in lines 18, 19, and 20 the bill proposes 
to compensate the auditor for the work authorized under this act, 
and the amount of the compensation is to be determined by the 
judges of the supreme court of the District of Columbia. T: sug- 
gest to the gentleman in charge of the bill that we leave the ques- 

on of his compensation for the future, to be determined after the 
service is rendered. 

With the gentleman’s permission, I will offer an amendment to 
strike out, in lines 18, 19, and 20, the words: 

For his services such compensation as the ju 
the District of Columbia nay debarrnine, to ži id, Fe ae aco a 

So that it will leave the appropriation for the necessary expenses, 
2 question of compensation of the auditor to be determined here- 

r. 


Mr. MILNES. I scarcely think any auditor would go on and 
do this work if no provision is made for expenses incurred, clerk 
hire, and so forth. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is left in the bill. It leaves all the 
necessary e ses for clerk hire, stationery, and so forth to be 
paid out of the surplus revenues of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MILNES. do not understand the gentleman’s amend- 
ment, and I ask the Clerk to report it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On page 3, line 18, after the word “paid,” strike out the words “for his 
services such compensation as the ju of the 
trict of Columbia — determine, Ki pet „ o a ant 

Mr. MILNES. What objection is there to the provision as it is? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Well, I would er to leave the question of 
compensation for the auditor, who is a salaried officer of the Dis- 
trict, an open question. I think it would be better for Congress 
itself to determine the question of compensation after the service 
has been rendered. He is now receiving a good salary from the 
District. His time is fully employed and paid for, and the ques- 
tion of compensation can very easily be determined after the serv- 
ice is rendered. This amendment leaves the necessary revenue to 
provide for incidental clerical expenses and stationery. There is 
no trouble about it. 

Mr. MILNES. I have no objection to that. I will accept the 
amendment. 

The amendment offered by Mr. DocKERY was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs on the amendment 
of the committee, which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: $ 

In line 25, after the word Distri 

Provided, That no claim shall be 
issne upon such claim, until the 
shall have first approved the same.“ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MILNES. If there is nothing more to be said upon the bill 
I will move that the committee rise, and that the bill be reported 
favorably. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. LACEY, Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, rted that that com- 
mittee had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 8726) to pro- 
vide for the 5 of certain claims inst the District of 
Columbia by drawback certificates, and directed him to report 
the same back to the House with sundry amendments and with 
the recommendation that as amended the bill do pass. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 


were 
and read a 


insert the following: 
owed, and no drawback certificate shall 
ers of the District of Columbia 


agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be e 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and s 
On motion of Mr. MILNES, a motion to reconsider the last 


vote was laid on the table. 


EXTENSION OF NORTH CAPITOL STREET. 


Onmotion of Mr. BABCOCK, the House resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 6713) to extend North Capitol 
street to the Soldiers’ Home, with Mr. Lacey in the chair. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


to 
ing to chapter 11 of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to the 
District of Columbia for opening h hways, such of the lands of the t 
Hill Cemetery and of Annie E. Barbour as may be necessary for the exten- 
sion of said street: and the amount of eee. necessary to pay the judgment 
of condemnation and the cost of grading is hereby appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treny, not otherwise 8 
gradin; 


to carry out the pro- 
visions of this act, but the cost of not exceed $10,000: Provide 


t one-half of said sum be char; to the revenues of the District 
n provided further, That this appropriation shall be immedi 
ately av: e. 
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With amendments, as follows: 


In lines 6,7, and 8 strike out, after the word “to,” the words “chapter I1 of 
tho pe Statutes of the United States relating to the District of Colum- 
‘or 
ed 


to 
highways” and insert in lieu thereof the words “the act 
en ‘An act to provide a permanent tem of 
hways in that part of the District of Columbia lying outside of cities.” 
At the end of the insert: j 
e ided further, in lien of condemnation proceedings the Commis- 
of Columbia are auth: to 


Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, as gentlemen on the floor 
will remember, this bill was considered at some length in Ma 
last, and, for want of time, further consideration was post; 
until the present session. In the meantime the Commissioners of 
the District have carefully considered the former legislation with 
respect to the opening of North Capitol street, and have submitted 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia their conclusions, 
with recommendation as to future necessary legislation, in order 
that this street may be opened. I now present a substitute recom- 
mended by the Committee on the District of Columbia, indorsed 
by the Commissioners, and will be glad to have it read, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

tend North Capitol street northward thr the proj of 
sar poe — ait — to pay for land to be takes for — 5 
and for other purposes. 

Do it enacted by the Senate and House o, roy hve ara ses of the United States 
Senn in Congress assembled, That the Commissioners of the District of 


Jumbia are hereby authorized and directed to proceed with the op: 


of 
orth Capitol street northward through the property of the Prospect fin 


Cemetery, and to pay the ownersof the land necessary to be taken tor public 
use in the extension of said North Capitol street according to the re of 
e appraisers appointed by the supreme court of the District of Columbia 
Peat 1594, to appraise the land necessary for the extension of said North 
Capitol street, as said report was confirmed by the supreme court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia June 22, 1894, and finally adjudged by the court of 
of the District of Columbia March 4, so far as the sam relates to the 
land of Prospect Hill Cemetery. 

That the following sum is hereby „ out of the revenues of the 
District of Columbia for the parno ollo „ namely: 

Fifty-one thousand six hun and eighty-six dollars to pay the award of 
said appraisers, confirmed and adjudged as aforesaid. 

Sro. 2. That all acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Mr. BLUE. Now, Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. I yield to the gentleman from Kansas, 

Mr. BLUE. I move to strike out all t part of this bill per- 
taining to the appropriation, commencing with— 

followi: respectively, is ppropri- 
Eray ye ereere enone es yor ta Sage Heder a 
other half out of the revenues of the District of Colum ‘or the purposes 
following, namely, etc. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I would say to the gentleman that that has 
been amended by the committee. The appropriation is entirely 
from the District revenues and not from those of the General Goy- 
ernment. 

Mr. BLUE. Does the substitute read entirely from the funds 
of the District government? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Yes. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Will the gentleman state his objection? 
I did not hear it. 

Mr. BLUE. The gentleman from Wisconsin states that the sub- 
stitute has been amended to meet my amendment, and that it is to 
be Sap ays from the District funds. Is that right? 

Mr. BABCOCK. That is right? 

Mr. BLUE. Let me hear that part of it again. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. I will state, Mr. Chairman, for the bene- 
fit of the gentleman, that the Commissioners recommended that, 
in accordance with the o ic act, one-half of the appropriation 
be taken from the general fund and one-half from the Distri ict 
fund. In considering the matter the committee thought it advis- 
able to make the whole amount of this appropriation c ble to 
the District revenues, and have so recommended in the substitute. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, that is in better condition than it 
was before; but I will insist on my amendment, for this reason: 
Iam opposed to the policy of committing to the District Committee 
the question of appropriations of money, either from the National 

ry or from the District treasury. The duties of the com- 
mittee pertain more directly to general legislation without any 
question of expenditure or revenue; and it isout of place to putin 
a bill comi rom that committee, without any reference what- 
ever to the Committee on Appropriations, asam of money. The 
item contained here is a considerable sum—— 

Mr. BABCOCK. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. BLUE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Will you be kind 8 to state where your 
authority or rule is for any such statement 

Mr. BLUE. If the gentleman from Wisconsin had paid atten- 
tion he would not have asked that question. I said I was opposed 


to the policy 
Mr. Oh, indeed. 


Mr. BLUE. I mentioned no rule; and I say here now that I 
believe it is bad policy, and that the committee that has charge of 
appropriations for the District should have control of the appro- 

ions generally; and for that reason I insist on the amend- 
ment, and believe that this should go out of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from Kansas reduce 
his amendment to writing. 


Mr. BLUE. It ins at the word “that,” and it strikes ou$ all 
of the first section of the bill down to section 2. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
* * ted out of the of the 
pistriet sf Cousin for the purpose folowing sassy GS Toney whe 
an as ao Fy 


award of said appraisers confirm: d adju 


The CHAIRMAN. Is that amendment offered to the original 
bill or the substitute? 

Mr. BLUE. To the substitute. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I suppose that all members 
of the House understand that this would make the bill entirely 
inoperative. 1 have confidence enough in the gentleman from 
Kansas Mr BLUE] to know that had he known the conditions 
surrounding this legislation he would not attempt to strangle it 
in this place. North Capitol street, the gentleman will under- 
stand, leads out from the Capitol until it reaches this cemetery, 
which has been before Congress and under consideration for many 
years. Congress passed an act providing for the condemnation of 
ground for a street through the cemetery. The court appointed 
ajury, and an award was made. This simply appropriates money 
out of the District fund to pay the award. The Commissioners 
say that unless this is done now this ground which it is pro- 
posed to make the street will be occupied | the cemetery com- 
pany for graves and lots, and will in the end cost a many 
times this sum of money to put this street through, and it must 
necessarily go through. This being the fact, the committee has 
taken it up and reported this bill and acted upon it promptly. 
Now, emen, the owners of this property say that they want 
this settled, and we can not occupy it as a street until itis. We 
have not been—— 

Mr. MILNES. Are there not twenty-eight burials already in the 
part of this cemetery proposed to be taken for the street? 

Mr. BABCOCK, Les, sir; there are twenty-eight there now. 
The only reason why the Commissioners objected to this before was 
that the jury, under the instructions of the court, when they made 
their award, based the valuation on the value of the land as ceme- 
tery lots. They did not value the property by the acre, but valued 
it as cemetery lots, and the court since sustained that verdict. 
Now, this street can not be opened through the cemetery under 
the highway act, and if it is opened at all it must be opened under 
as act of Congress, because it is provided in the charter of 
the cemetery that no street shall go through it. The parties in- 
terested have consented now, if this bill can be gotten through 
promptly, to 8 settlement, which is at least 25 per cent 
cheaper than any basis of settlement that could probably ever be 
obtained again. For these reasons, I say that if the tleman 
from Kansas were fully conversant with the facts and circum- 
stances of the case I am sure he would not endeavor to anno 
these people and obstruct the interests of all concerned by still 
further 2 78 5 this settlement. 

Mr. BLUE. reply to that, Mr. Chairman, I have only to say 
that the arguments advanced by the gentleman from Wisconsin 
might apply to any other bill ing an appropriation. I have 
heard no reason Whatever why the appropriation carried by this 
bill should not go to the e ee ee ee like all other 
appropriations for the opening of streets. This is made an excep- 
tional case, outside of the general practice, as I understand it, but 
no Teason is assigned why this particular app iation should be 
controlled by the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BABCOCK. There is a good and sufficient reason. This 
is a local matter, local to the District, and therefore a matter on 
which the District Committee have the right of way, while itis 
outside the jurisdiction of the Committee on Appropriations, 

Mr. BLUE, I do not so understand it. 

Mr. BABCOCK. The gentleman ought to read the rules of the 
Age BLUE, Ah, b f 

f: si , but you can not upon any proper policy frame 
a bill in such shape as to take from the ene T E Commit- 
tee the right to upon an appropriation like this. Now, I do 
not know anything about the value of the land in question, but 
from the reading of this report and from some things that I have 
heard, I believe that the appraisement in the first instance was 
excessive., This is a very large sum for such a piece of land; and 
the fact that this measure comes from the committee it does come 
from indicates that there is some exceptional reason why this 
appropriation should be under the supervision of that committeo 
rather than under the committee which regulates appropriations 
generally. Isubmit that there has been no sufficient reason or 


264 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


DECEMBER 17, 


excuse offered why this appropriation should not take the usual 


course. 

Mr. BABCOCK. This is the usual course. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, the position of the gen- 
tleman from Kansas may . tenable, but I believe that 
he commits an error in applying is principle to this particular 
bill. The fact remains, as he very well knows, that on every Dis- 
trict day there are passed Songa this House measures emanating 
from the District of Columbia Committee which carry appropria- 
tions of money. Now, let me remind the House that this is not 
new legislation. It is legislation which has been before Congress 
on three different occas ons. It is the reenactment of former leg- 
islation, emanating, I may add, on every occasion from the Dis- 
trict Committee, both in the Senate and in the House. I want to 
say further, for the gentleman’s information—although I need not, 
for I know he has read the report of the Commissioners—that the 
supreme court of the District has sustained the decision of the 
lower court, and that this legislation is absolutely necessary, owin 
to the peculiar conditions which exist, to the opening of Nort 
Capitol street. There is no possible hope of a lower award. In 
the opinion of the Commissioners, and I may say also in the opin- 
ion of the committee, delay in this matter will be dangerous if it 
is desired to open the street at all, and I trust that every one will 
agree that the street should be opened, as ample evidence has been 
presented to show the necessity of opening the street. 

Mr. BLUE. Let me askthe gentleman a question. Suppose this 
amendment prevails and the appropriation is stricken out, will not 
the bill then contain all the necessary legislation except the mere 
appropriation of money? 

. CURTIS of Iowa. If it is conceded. as I think it will be, 
that should this bill go before the Appropriations Committee the 
committee must necessarily approve the amount recommended, 
for no other amount can be accepted, then there can be no advan- 
mee in adopting such an amendment, because it will only insure 
delay in the settlement of an important matter which has been 
under consid@ration during many sessions of Congress. I think 
that a re-reference of this subject at this time would be decidedly 


improper. 

ie. BLUE. The gentleman speaks of this legislation having 
been under consideration before. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BLUE. Has the question of the appropriation of money in 
this manner ever been submitted to the Appropriations Committee? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. The re do eden Committee itself 
in 1895, in the absence of any legislation or recommendation ema- 
nating from the District Committee, recommended an appropria- 
tion to pay such an award as might be made to cover the value of 
the property taken, together with damages both to the cemetery 
property and to the estate of Anna E. Barber, and others, but the 
opinion of the supreme court, which the gentleman has undoubt- 
edly read, rendered that legislation obsolete. 

Mr. BLUE. Then what is the object, except the mere matter 
of saving a few days, in declining to let this take the ordinary 
and usual course? 

Mr. BABCOCK. This is the usual course in such matters. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. I might reply to the question of the 

tleman from Kansas 5 one to him: What can pos- 
sibly be the objection to allowing this bill to go through as recom- 
mended by the committee? we 

Mr: BLUE. The very objection that I haye made to it—that 
upon your theory the Committee on the District of Columbia at 
any time when they deem they have sufficient excuse, on the 
ground of haste or anything else, may arrogate to themselves the 
complete appropriation of all money for the payment of damages 
in any case of condemnation in the District. } 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. The amount, if I understand the situa- 
tion correctly, can not be changed; and it ought not to be. This 
legislation has been strongly urged upon Congress since 1888. So 
far as the practical effect upon the property is concerned, the pro- 
ceedin already taken have operated in precisely the same way 
as if the street had been opened. There has been absolutely no 
sale for the property, nor can there be under present conditions. 

Mr. COX. How was the amount of damage to the proprietors 
of the land estimated? . 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. By a jury. 

Mr. COX. Who constituted that jury? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. For the information of the gentleinan 
from Tennessee and others, I will read from the report of the 
committee. 

Mr. COX. Before the gentleman reads, will he answer my 
question, Who constituted that jury? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The jury was appointed by the court. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Iwill read the names of the jury. 

Mr. COX. Was the Jury appointed by the court? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. the court. 


Mr. COX. Then, as I understand, a jury was appointed to es- 
timate the value of the property and to assess the damages? 


Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. And that j reported back to the court? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. es, sir. 

Mr. COX. Then the court approved that finding of the jury? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Yes, sir. : 

Mr. COX. Then, upon the recommendation of the court it is 
propona to 5 this amount to pay the property holders? 

. CUR of Iowa. But the Commissioners objected to the 
award as made, and appealed to the supreme court of the District, 
which sustained the lower court. : 

Mr. COX. Then you have a decision of the highest court on 
matters of this kind in the District affirming the amount of dam- 
ages to be paid to these parties? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KIEFER. That is exactly the situation. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I trust I may be allowed to make a single 
statement. This matter has for many years given a great deal of 
annoyance to all connected with the administration of the city 
government, as well as to the District Committee and the Appro- 
priations Committee. I remember myself visiting the cemetery 
as a member of the committee, in order that we might understand 
the situation and, if possible, reach some solution of the difficulty, 
there being a conflict between those who were laying out the road 
and the cemetery association. Now, I wish to ask my colleague 

Mr. Curtis of Iowa] whether this bill, if passed, will be accepted 
y the Germans who are interested in this cemetery as a solution 
of this long-disputed question? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. It will. 

Mr. KIEFER. It will be absolutely satisfactory. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Then I think we shall be wise to pass the 


measure. 

Mr. TALBERT. Is this amount to be paid exclusively out of 
the funds of the District of Columbia? 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. Itis. The Commissioners recommended 
that one-half only be appropriated from the District funds, but 
the committee has recommended that the whole amount be so 
Ss i oa I ask for a vote. 

r. HULICK. Allow me to make a single statement. In the 
charter of this cemetery association there is a condition which 
prohibits absolutely the appropriation of any of their lands for 
panie streets. The act incorporating the Prospect Hill Ceme- 

ry contains this provision: 

That no streets, lanes, alleys, roads, or canals of any sort shall be opened 
through the property of the said corporation exclusively used and appro- 
priated to the purposes of this cemetery. 

That is the provision of the act of incorporation of 1860. Now, 
the act of 1893, which was passed by Congress in order to assist 
the Commissioners in appropriating the land of this cemetery, 
would have been met, apart from the other objections upon which 
the supreme court set aside the verdict of appropriation, by the 
provision which I have just read from the charter of the associa- 
tion. Sothat we are brought squarely to meet this question: Shall 
we, by passing this bill, accept this property now for the amount 
which has been assessed by a commission appointed by the court 
for the purpose of estimating the value of the land appropriated, 
or shall we decline to accept this award, and thereby be forever 
estopped from taking any steps whatever to condemn any portion 
of this cemetery for street purposes, placing ourselves at the mercy 
of this Spora adr Parne them in such a position as to be able 
to say, We are poera by our charter, which prohibits any 
appropriation, public or private, or in any other way, except by 
the consent of the trustees?” At this time the opportunity is 
afforded for this city to take this appropriation of land by the pay- 
ment of the amount of money contemplated by the bill, which 
amount these people are satisfied to take as a consideration for the 
right of way through their property, notwithstanding the pro- 
vision of their charter. 

Mr. COX. They consent to this? 

Mr. HULICK. They do. But if this bill be not passed there 
will be no right or authority whatever to extend any street through 
that property. The streets will have to be deflected around it, 
and there will be no remedy for the city by appropriation or other- 
wise. 

ne CURTIS of Iowa. I ask for a vote on the pending amend- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lacey). This bill was before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on a former occasion, and at that time some 
amendments were considered. It is necessary now to ascertain 
the status of those amendments. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. This bill was not pending heretofore. 
This is an entirely new bill, which has been substituted for the 
other bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. A substitute has been offered by way of 
amendment; but the original bill still stands; and to the original 
bill some amendments were heretofore offered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from Iowa, when he took 
the floor, stated that he desired to have this bill substituted; and 
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it was read by common consent. Though the formal request was 
not made, it was understood, I think, that the substitute was to 
be considered as the pending measure. I believe the Chair did 
not submit the request to have it taken up; but we have pro- 
ceeded in that way practically by unanimous consent, and the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kansas was offered to the 
substitute. 

Mr. BABCOCK. The gentleman from Iowa offered the sub- 
stitute for consideration at this time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that the original bill 
was before the committee at a former session, and was partly acted 
upon, and consequently we must 8 of that and the amend- 
ments ding before we can reach the substitute. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, after consultation with some of 
the gentlemen on the Appropriations Committee, I will withdraw 
the amendment to the substitute. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then, Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous 
consent that the substitute which has been offered by the gentle- 
man from Iowa [Mr. Curtis] be taken up as the pending measure 
instead of the original bill. 

‘ ON. That is right. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I hope it will be done. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The CHAIRM. The Chair will state that this unanimous 
consent should also include giving to this bill the same number 
as the other, and if there be no objection that will be ordered. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now I move that this bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa. I move now, Mr. Chairman, that the 
committee rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Payne having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. Lacey reported that the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, having 
had under consideration the bill H. R. 6713, had directed him to 
report the same back with substitute for the original bill, and with 
a favorable recommendation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is informed that the 
substitute is in the form of an amendment to the original bill, and 
the question will be on the amendment so offered in the nature of 
a substitute. 

The amendment in the form of a substitute was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was pars, ok read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BABCOCK, a motion to reconsider the last 
yote was laid on the table. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a motion that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consideration of the legislative, 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill. 

Mr. GROUT. Lask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to yield 
to me for a moment, in order to submit a resolution providing for 
the printing of some testimony. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will withdraw the motion temporarily for 
that purpose. 

INVESTIGATION OF SOLDIERS’ HOME, LEAVENWORTH, KANS, 


Mr. GROUT. I now offer the resolution I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Joint resolution providing for the printing of testimony in the investigation 
ot the Soldiers’ Hono at Loavenwortti, Kans 


Be it resolved, etc., That the special committee to investigate the Soldiers’ 
Home at Leavenworth, Kans., be, and are hereby, autho! to procure the 

rinting of the testimony taken by said committee, together with such ex- 
Pinits used in said investigation as said committee shall deem necessary. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the resolution? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If Iam not mistaken, Mr. Speaker, that 
is in the form of a joint resolution. It is not usual to provide for 
TS a by Congress of such matters by a joint resolution. 

. GROUT. That is true; but I was informed that under a 
recent law it was necessary when printing to an amount over 
$500 was ordered. We have ascertained from the Public Printer 
the probable e of the work. 

Mr. RIC DSON. If the gentleman will pardon me, the 

as been in force for many years—for thirty years at least. 
Neither House under that law can provide for printing to an 
amount exceeding 8500 by a simple resolution. It must be by a 
concurrent resolution if itinvolves an expenditure exceeding that 
sum. But this is a joint resolution, which would require the sig- 
nature of the President. A concurrent resolution simply requires 
the concurrent action of the two Houses. ; 


pining law does not change the law in that respect, a law which 


If the gentleman will put his resolution in the form of a con- 
current resolution, the usual form, there will be no objection to 
it, as far as I am aware. 

Mr. PERKINS. I suggest that the resolution be modified as 
suggested ae utleman from Tennessee. 


5 GROUT. en I modify it and make it a concurrent reso- 
ution. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The resolution will be treated, 
then, as a concurrent resolution, and the question is, Is there objec- 
tion to its present consideration? 

There being no objection, the concurrent resolution was consid- 
ered, and agreed to. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. ker, I now renew my motion that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union for the consideration of the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial appropriation bill. 

The motion was agred to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House, Mr. HoPKINs in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 9643) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 3), 1898, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
the first formal reading of the bill be dispensed with. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BINGHAM] asks unanimous consent to dispense with the first read- 
ing of the bill. Is there objection? 

ere was no objection. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, the House is familiar with the 
legislation contained in this bill. Being one of the supply bills of 
the Government, its general provisions were fully discussed in the 
first session of this Congress. Your committee have, in the con- 
sideration and conclusions which they have reached and presented 
to the House, followed closely almost in every particular, certainly 
in every possible ph, the wordings common to the current 
law as contained in the appropriation bill for the current fiscal 
“sie as well as following the general statute law. Where we 

ave made changes they have been upon the recommendation of 
the Department chiefs of bureaus, with reference to their subor- 
dinate force, and we have endeavored to observe the strictest and 
closest economy in any changes that we have made with reference 
to promotions. The compensation fixed by statute has been con- 
sistent and in accord with the . bills since the Forty- 
fourth Congress. We have made no cans from the present 
current law. There are but two paragraphs that we consider 
new legislation in this bill. One is with reference to the Library; 
the other with reference to accounts, in connection with tha ac- 
counting officers, recommended by the Treasury. Those ar the 
only two paragraphs of the bill that can be considered as new 
legislation, and that which is concerning the Library your com- 
mittee believe will not come under the rule. 

The estimates that are submitted in the annual book from the 
Treasury . aggregate, for the next fiscal year, $22,767,- 
158.80. Of this amount there is recommended in the bill $21,689,- 
369.80. The appropriation for the same purposes for the current 
year aggregates 521.705, 768.94, being $13,390.14. more than is recom- 
mended in the bill for the service for year ending June 30, 1898. 
The total amount recommended in this bill is $1,097,781 less than 
thea ate estimate submitted. The whole number of salaries 
prevido for in the bill aggregates 10,035, being 140 less than the 
number estimated for and 136 more than the number provided for 
under the current law. The increase is almost wholly in the new 
Library building, so that the clerical force of the subordinate De- 
partments of the Government are not, save in a most qualified 
way, increased in the bill submitted for your consideration. 

In accordance with the recommendations of the estimates, we 
reduced the Senate force by three annual clerks at 81.500 each. In 
other respects, we continue current law. As to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, we continue the current law, save an increase of 4 
of the subordinate force, now authorized and employed under 
resolutions of the House, namely, 1 at $1,600, 1 at $1,200, and 2 
at $1,000 each. Otherwise, the bill provides for the force of the 
House as it now runs under current law. I would state that the 
Library of Con has been the subject of careful examination 
on the part of the committee, not only with reference to this bill, 
but a year ago, when the question was before us, and it was deter- 
mined then that the question as tothe increased forcein the Library 
should be relegated to this session of Congress, the committee 
believing that none of the increased appropriations, save in a most 
qualified way, would be necessary during this year. Therefore it 
becomes a part and parcel of the legislation under this bill. 

The question pertaining to the future administration of the 
Library may provoke some debate in the consideration of this 
bill. erefore, when we reach those paragraphs of the bill I 
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shall ask to pass them, in order that at the conclusion of the bill 
we may take up such time in their consideration as the House 
. wise. y 

N 9 Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 
Mr. BINGHAM. With pleasure. : 

Mr. QUIGG. Ishould like to offer some amendments, or rather 
a proposition as a substitute for the entire proposition of the com- 
ex on the subject of the Library, and I want to ask the gen- 
. in charge of the bill if he will afford me the opportunity 
i 0 80? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ihave stated, and if the gentleman considers 
my statement not sufficiently full I will repeat, that when we 
come to the paragraph of the bill coverin o Li of Con- 

I will then ask to postpone its consideration, if House 

ires, to the conclusion of the bill; so that these paragraphs are 

in no wise affected by a postponement, taking them out of the 
— 3 — order of the bill. Then the tleman, as I understand, 

1 be in order for the submission of his amendment or substi- 
‘tute, or whatever may be the wish of the House to consider in 
connection with the ? aph of this bill—— 

Mr. QUIGG. And so far as the gentleman is concerned, he will 
raise no question of order against their consideration? 3 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will state that I will not bring an appro- 
priation bill into this House for its consideration proposing in 
‘any form whatever to curtail or limit the fullest beration on 
the part of the House. I believe the bill belongs to the House; 

and if the House sees proper, I shall not resist it. I shall be will- 
ling to have full and complete debate. The gentleman will receive 
no opposition from myself to the consideration of anything that 
is germane or proper to be considered in connection with the bill. 

r. QUIGG. r. Chairman, I ask, if the gentleman will per- 
mit me to interrupt him for that pu , unanimous consent 
that in the Recorp.of to-day may be printed the substitute prop- 
osition which I shall offer at the proper time. That is to say, at 
the conclusion of the gentleman’s remarks to-day my substitute 
ae be printed in the RECORD. 

he C MAN. The Chair will say to the gentleman from 
New York that that will not be in order while the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania has the floor. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will state to the gentleman from New York 
that I have no objection to the printing of his bill in the RECORD. 

In the Secretary’s office, the office of the Supervising Architect, 
the office of the Comptroller of the Treasury, the office of the 
Treasurer, the Bureau of Statistics, the office of construction of 
standard weights and measures, and the office of the Director 
of the Mint your committee have made some changes with refer- 
ence to the clerical force, in no wise increasing that force save in 
one or two particulars, but merely transferring them from one 
class to another. 

In the mints and assay offices, with reference to the mint at Carson 
City, there has been some reduction in the working force of that 
establishment, as well as at the mint at New Orleans, based upon 
panay submitted by the Director of the Mint, which is avail- 
able to all members of the House, as it is now printed. 

With reference to the government of the Territories, tho appro- 
pane is rey reduced, because their sessions of the legisla- 

es are biennial, and the paragraph of this bill will not cover 
and does not of necessity cover an appropriation necessary for the 
year that the Territorial legislatures are in on. 

In the War Department, in the Record and Pension Office, upon 
the recommendation of the Chief, there has been a reduction of 
5 subordinate clerks at $1,000 each. 

In the Navy Department, while the bill will seem to have many 
amendments, that Department, under an act of Congress, is being 
reorganized for thecurrent year. It directs that the subordinate 
force of the different bureaus shall be so adjusted that each four 
months they shall be reassigned. The Secretary of the Navy is 
reorganizing the Department on that basis, and while there are 
many changes, there is not oné dollar increase of compensation or 
appro ation asked for in the bill. 

n the Interior Department, in the Pension Office, for the per 
diem and traveling expenses of special examiners under the cur- 
rent law the appropriation is $500,000. In the present on the 
recommendation of the Commissioner of Pensions, this is to be 
reduced to $450,000. 

In the Post-Office Department there are a few provisions with 
reference to an increase of the force, as well as in the Department 
of Justice. In the judicial expenses of the United States courts 
in the Indian Territory we simply appropriate in this bill for the 
judges. The salaries for other subordinate officers of the court, as 
well as district attorneys, marshals, clerks, commissioners, etc., 
become a part and parcel of the sundry civil appropriation bill 
and therefore the legislative bill is relieved of that paragraph an 
that amount of appropriation. 

The only legislation which your committee submits in their bill 
outside of that condition and subject to a point of order is con- 
tained in the provision under the office of Comptroller of the 
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Treasury, which is that all books, papers, and other matters re- 
la to the offices or accounts of eats officers of the Execu- 
tive ents and the Commissioners and boards in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia shall at all times be subject to inspection and 
examination by the Comptroller of the Treasury and the Auditor 
of the Treas eee ee to settle such accounts. The bill 
authorizes this through such officials. When we reach that 

aph the necessity of that new legislation will be 80 nt and 
it is of such importance to the tration of the Depart- 
ments that Ido notanticipate any objection to that clause, although 
it is new legislation in the bill. 

Now, if any gentleman desires to ask any question I will yield 
to him for that purpose. If not, I will ask that the bill be read by 


paragraphs. 7 

Mr. DOCKERY. Isup that the gentleman asks that gen- 
eral debate be closed. I do not know of anyone on this side who 
desires to debate any proposition in the bill, but I assume that 
2 in charge of the bill will permit a little relaxation 
of the rule should any debate be considered necessary during the 
reading of the bill by paragraphs, 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have no objection during the progress of 
the bill to reasonable debate on every paragraph. 7 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the reading of the bill 
by paragraphs will now begin. 

ere was no objection. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


For compensation of Members of the House of Representatives and 
gates from Territories, $1,803,000. c * sigan 
T agers, and others in the 
or compensation of the officers, messe an 
service of House of Representatives, namely. * 


Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Chairman, I find that we 
have passed something that I desire to ask about. I want to ask 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, with reference to this Capitol 
police, if it would be in order to move to increase that force or 
would some distinguished gentleman, animated by an economical 
desire, raise the point of order upon it? 

Mr. BIN GHAM. I would state to the gentleman that the com- 
mittee thought there was no necessity for an increase of that 
force for the coming fiscal year. We have in the present year, 
under the law that is now in operation, increa that force 
twelve, and its efficiency or its complete usefulness has not yet 
been developed. We have increased the force for the current 

year over previous years, and I hardly think, and the committee 
ardly thought, there wasany necessity for an additional increase. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Clerks and messengers to committees: For clerk to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, $3,000; assistant clerk, $1,600; messenger, $1,000; clerk to the Com- 
mittee on $3,000; assistant cler n 00 


riations, 
clerks Pegy iaee — on Accounts, Agriculture, 


el 
Serine and Fisheries, Military 


and 
4 Tiss, at $2000 euch; and for assistant clerk to the Committee on War Claims, 


Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to offer the amendment which Isend 
to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

%% VV 

oa messe e on 
who shall aO ooh Ak assistant doorkeeper, $1200." a ou 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I make the point of order 
against that amendment. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Mr. Chairman, I hope the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania will not insist on his potas of 
order. What is the peon 

Mr. BINGHAM. That the amendment changes existing law. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Oh, no; it does not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. There is no law authorizing this appropria- 


tion. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. This bill has not yet become a 
law, and this amendment does not change existing law. This mes- 
senger to our Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce is 
one of the most efficient men on either side of the House, and he 
now receives but $60 a month. When the committee is not in ses- 
sion he acts as one of the door rs in the lobby at one of the 
most difficult doors to attend, and he is very intelligent and efficient 
in that capacity. For his services he is getting only $60 a month, 
where others are getting $1,200 and $1,500 and even $2,000 a year. 
I submit that it is a piece of injustice that this man should be re- 
quired to work for 80 where some others get twice as much or 
more than that. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, do I understand that the 
ee eee is that this gentleman who is now performing this 

e of work shall be transferred to the service of the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce? : 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. No, sir. He is now acting as 
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to that committee, and he is also acting as a doorkeeper 


the lobby. ; 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then his employment as doorkeeper is au- 
thorized now under the law? 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BINGHAM. And what ho is doing for the Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce Committee he is not required by law to do? 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. He is not required to do it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from New Jersey send 
to the Chair the law which authorizes the employment of the 
person contemplated in the amendment? 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. He is employed under the 

eral law providing for all the messengers of this House, and 

8 simply increases his salary so as to conform it to 
the compensation of other men who are performing similar duties. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Isuggest to the Chair that the amendment 
does more than that. It creates a new office under the head of 
“Clerks and messen to committees.” We have not yet 
reached the paragraph of the bill relating to the Doorkeeper's 
force, and if the gentleman desires to move to increase this 

amendment will properly come in when we reach that class 


* $0 7 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Oh, it is immaterial where 
this comes in. 

Mr. DOCKERY. No, it is not immaterial, because it proposes 
to increase the force. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. Not at all. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, the Committee on Accounts 
are perfectly ready at any time to bring in their recommendation 
for such changes as they think desirable and pe r in the sub- 
ordinate force pertaining to the business of the House and the 
convenience of its members 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask whether this 
employee is not provided for simply by a resolution of the House. 
I ask the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, as he is 
more familiar with these matters than I am. this messenger is 
employed simply by resolution of the House, then it seems to me 
that the gentleman’s point is not well taken. Iam not able to find 
any statute authorizing the appointment of these messengers, and 
I think they have simply been put into the appropriation bills 
from time to time, having been previously employed under special 
resolutions of the House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, all I have to state to the gen- 
tleman is that your committee has had no consideration whatever 
of this proposition. The question of the necessity for this appoint- 
ment has never been submitted to the committee. We took the 
four members of the subordinate force that had been added to the 
existing force by resolutions of the House and continued them in 
the bill. 

Mr. HEPBURN. How is it that certain messengers receive 
$1,000 or $1,200 a year, while certain others, performing like duties, 
receive but $60 a month? 

Mr. BINGHAM. That may have been determined by a resolu- 
tion of the House fixing their compensation, or by increase of the 
subordinate force by the committee. 

Mr. HEPBURN. If this is one of the cases provided for by a 
resolution of the House, then does this amendment involve any 
change of existing law? 

Mr. CANNON. It changes the law if there is not any law 
authorizing it. 

Mr. B HAM. I will state to the gentleman that it has been 
the unbroken practice that increase of the subordinate force of 
the House comes from the Committee on Accounts upon its rec- 
ommendation, and the House determines whether there shall be 
the increase proposed at the salary indicated by the Committee on 
Accounts or not. Now, we have no record of this recommenda- 
tion coming from the Committee on Accounts other than as it is 
contained inthe bill. Therefore we assume, as we have desired to 
be consistent in the action of the House, that this employee was 
not required. The tleman in charge of a committee seen 
fit to use this subordinate of the House for other purposes. I am 
not questioning his usefulness in the discharge of the duties he is 
now performing. Iam not questioning that his services are neces- 

to that committee. Iam smp saying that, in view of the 
action of the House, and in view of the provisions of this bill, 
drawn in conformity to the action of the House, the amendment 
is subject to the point of order that it contemplates an increase 
either as to onnel or as to compensation, and therefore, ac- 
cording to what have always been the rulings in this House, is 
not in order. 

Mr. HEPBURN. It is certainly not an increase in the person- 
nel of the House. This gentleman is already an officer of the 
House; he is already in the service of the House. The only point, 
it seems to me, which could be raised with any plausibility would 
be that this is an increase of salary, and therefore a change of 
existing law. Now, if the salary is fixed simply by resolution of 
the House, I think such a resolution can scarcely be called law“ 
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in contemplation of our rules. Hence, I submit, she pronoun 
increase in 1. K not to be held obnoxious to our : 

Mr. BIN Let me ask whether this gentleman has not 
been appointed as a folder? I judge so from the compensation 
allow Is he not a folder now? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I think not. 
es BINGHAM. The compensation is the same as that given 

ers. 

Mr. SHERMAN. eee Syed tleman from 
Pennsylvania, that I think Mr. Barnsley is carried on the rolls as 
afolder. But he is in fact performing duty as a messenger; and he 
is not only messenger to the committee, but an assistant doorkeeper 
at the most important door of the House. All the other mess 
are receiving 81. 200a year. He is borne on the rolls as a folder and is 
receiving only $60 a month, and out of that sum he is obliged to pay 
$3 or $4 a month for janitor’s care of the committee room, so that 
in fact he receives only about one-half the pay that other messen- 
gers to committees are receiving. 

If my friend objects to the special phraseology of the amendment 
as I have sent it to the desk I am i 5 
vide that the pay of this particular folder J. H. Barnsley—be 
increased from $60 a month to 8100 a month. He will then receive 
simply the pay provided in your bill for every other officer per- 
forming like service. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If I understand the gentleman's proposition, 
it is that a subordinate of this House, having been appointed 
under a resolution of the House as one of its folders, at a com- 
pensation of $60 per month, has been performing additional duty 
or other duty than that of a folder. Now the gentleman from 
New York comes before this House and sets fi the 
and efficiency of this employee, which is all granted. And the 
a wants to change the line of work of this employee 

rom that of a folder to that of a messenger, and a messenger to 
a particular committee. I simply say to the gentleman there is 
no law for that, and the 3 is subject to the point of 
order. The Committee on Rules can come into this House at any 
time with a resolution creating the place which the gentleman 
from New York now proposes to create by this amendment; and 
the gentleman who has the appointing power may select this 
employee for the place. I simply say that this increase of salary, 
being 3 of law, is not in order. 

Mr. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. The 
Clerk will read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


clerk, $1,400; 

janitor, at * Red 9 a ey pe inclu 7 5 
ers’ gallery. a each; 9 messengers, at FI. each 
each; J in the water- closet. at $720 each; 3 la 
the cloakrooms, 3 each; female attendant in ladies’ retiring room 
superintendent of folding room, os 3 clerks in folding room, 1 a 


and 2 at $1,200 each; foreman, ; messenger, $1,200; folder 

room, $1,200; page, $500; laborer, $720; 10 folders, at $960 each; 5 folders, 
338 3 folders during the session, at 79 per month each, $1,436.13; 15 
‘olders, at each; night ‘watchman, $900; iver, 22 14 messengers, on the 
soldiers“ roll, at each; 2 chief pages, at $900 each; 33 pages, boys not under 
12 I of age, during the session, including 2 riding 1 one 

and 1 teia h page, 1 c ecb. 9 monne 290 

session, a! r month each, 42; rs during the session, at 

month each. 08.22; 6 labore: Nen 


G rs, known as cloakroom men, at $50 per month 
each; horse ‘and buggy, for Department messenger, $250; in all, 211 27. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I move to amend by striking out, in line 10, 
page 14, the word ‘‘ nine” and inserting ‘‘ ten; so as to read: 


Ten messengers, including the messenger to the reporters’ gallery, at $1,200 


Mr. BINGHAM. I reserve a point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Isubmit this amendment in order to meet the 
wants of the Committee on Interstate Commerce as suggested by 
my colleagues on the committee and myself. I propose to provide 
compensation for this ial officer on the assumption t the 
Doorkeeper, if this provision be made, will assign iiris gentleman 
to the position, so that he will receive for the duties he is perform- 
ing similar compensation to that received by other messengers; 
that he will not, for performing specially meritorious and arduous 
duties, receive the pay which under this paragraph is allowed to 
an ordinary laborer, saying nothing of the 5 to which he 
is compelled to submit in paying $3 or $4 a month to somebody 
who does the janitor's work in the committee room. I think this 
amendment ay — makes fair and just provision for an efficient 
officer. If the former amendment was obnoxious to the rules, it 
does seem to me this one is not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. In replying to my friend from New York, I 
am not going to question in any way the efficiency of this subor- 
dinate. The messengers for the 5 committee rooms are 
assigned by the Doorkeeper of the House. This appropriation is 
for the Fifty-fifth Congress. What may be the organization of 
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that Congress I donot know. Whether this man will be here 


phen Ido not know. But conceding all that the gentleman from 
ew York states as to the efficiency of this officer, I must stand by 
the details of this bill, for the reason that our committee was Stee 
for the hearing of any applications for nec increases. e 
Committee on Accounts is continually open for that purpose. No 
recommendation for an increase of this character has been made. 
This bill carries no such recommendation. My point of order is 
that this amendment proposes an increase beyond the current law; 
there is no authority for the appointment of an additional mes- 


senger. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill until the heading 
“ Library of 5 was reached, on page 19. 

Mr. BING . Mr. Chairman, with reference to the para- 

aphs now following in the bill, pertaining to the Library of 
Fon ess, commeneing be page 19, and continuing down to near 
the bottom of page 22, I t all of these paragraphs be passed 
over without prejudice until the conclusion of the bill. 

Mr. QUIGG. that include the Botanic Garden at the bot- 
tom of Ne 22 and the beginning of page 237 

Mr. BINGHAM. No; only the Library matters; to be recurred 
to after the conclusion of the rest of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the gentleman asks unanimous con- 
sent to pass over pages 19, 20, 21, and 22, down to the Botanic 
Garden,” as the Chair understands the request? 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is my wish. I desire to include those 
paragraphs only that relate to the Library. 

Mr. GG. I would like to have that stated accurately to see 
if I understand the gentleman correctly. As I understand the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, he desires to pass over all of that 
portion of the bill beginning with line 1, page 19, down to and 
including line 7, on page 237 ` 

Mr. BINGHAM. No; down to and including line 28 on page 
22, omitting the Botanic Garden.” 

Mr. QUIGG. Iam satisfied, if that is the gentleman’s wish. 

Mr. HEPBURN. If this order should be made—and I submit 
this as a parliamen inquiry—would it preclude a point of order 
against the paragraphs in question at the time they are reached 
for discussion? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Oh, no. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the Chair it would not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. ties for discussion and the submis- 
sion of points of order will of course be afforded after we reach the 
concluding paragraphs of the bill, when this matter will be again 


taken up. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Then this will be treated simply as if it were 
the last aph of the bill? 

Mr. B Precisely. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
fleman from Pennsylvania to pass over the portion of the bill to 
en he has referred until the conclusion of the remainder of the 

ill? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. This, of course, simply dispenses 
with the consideration of these paragraphs until the bill has been 
completed, and involves nothing else? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thatis After the bill is completed the 
committee will return to these paragraphs without prejudice, Is 
there objection? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The CHAIR The Clerk will resume the reading of the 
bill. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill until the heading 
„Civil Service Commission” was reached. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, if it be agreeable to my col- 
league in charge of this bill, I would be very glad to have unani- 
mous consent to pass over this section relating to the Civil Service 
Commission for — present without prejudice, to be recurred to 
later on when the consideration of the bill is resumed. 

Mr. GIBSON. After the Library matter is disposed of. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will state that lam perfectly willing to sub- 
mit to general debate if desired; but I have no inclination, when- 
ever there is demand for debate upon any particular paragraph, to 
pass it over. 

Mr. BROSIUS. IthinkIcan relieve my colleague. Imay desire 
to submit a few observations on the subject embodied in this pro- 
vision of the bill. Ihave great reluctance—so great that I can not 
overcome it—to submit any remarks to the committee at this late 
hour of the day; but I think it would probably subserve my pur- 
pa if the committee will indulge me in the privilege of record- 

ng a few observations in connection with some statements and 
figures which will illustrate the operation of the civil-service law. 
These will be inserted in the RECORD for the information of the 
members of the House, as well, possibly, as for the information 
and advantage of some members of the committee. 

Mr. BINGHAM. As I understand it, my colleague desires 
unanimous consent to print some remarks and statistics respect- 
ing snie provision of the bill. I trust the committee will have no 
objection. 


Mr. EVANS. Isincerely hope that the su tion of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania Mr. Brosius] be adopted by the 
gentleman in obaryo o: the bill. There are a good many thin 
that probably will be presented in discussion on this subject, an 
it is a little late now to begin the consideration of it, Iwas about 
to make the same request myself, that is, that this part of the bill 
should be passed over informally. 

Mr. BINGHAM. What is the objection to the gentleman pro- 

now, if he desires to discuss this portion of the bill? 
Mr. EVANS. The lateness of the hour. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Very well, then, let it be passed over without 
prejudice. 

The CHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent is asked that the para- 

aphs relating to the Civil Service Commission be passed over for 
the present, to be recurred to hereafter, without prejudice. Is 
there objection? 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk (proceeding with the reading of the bill) read to and 
including line 22 on page 86. 

Mr. BINGHAM. T. Chairman, I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. HoPKINS, Chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, reported that that 
committee had had under consideration the legislative, executive, 
and judicial appropriation bill (H. R. 9643), and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 


PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE RELATIVE TO THE LIBRARY. 


Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Spéakor, I ask unanimous consent to insert 
in the RECORD the Soren which I shall offer at the pro: ri 


time as a substitute for all that portion of the committee's 
which deals with the Library of Congress. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from New York? 


There was no objection. 
The proposed substitute is as follows: 


“For compensation of the director of the Library, $6,000; and for chief 
endef cared and for 1 UHbrarian, to act as superintendent of ee 

oom. $3,000; end a 
‘120 each, and 6 at $900 each; and for 19 attendants, 10 for the collection and 

tribution of books, at $720 each; 2 in Representatives’ g room, lat 
$900, and 1 ; 1 in Senators’ reading room, at ; lin the Toner Library, 
E pae 1 the Washingtonian Li „ at ; 2 in the cloakroo: 

720 each; 1 in the stam: room, at ; and lin the packing room, at 3 
and 2 watchmen, at $720 cach: and 1 ef of 8 department. at 3,000! 
and 16 assistant cataloguers, 2 at $1,800 each, 4 at $1, ri 
and 6 at each; and 1 superintendent of art gallery, at $2,000; 
each; and 1 su tencent of hall of maps and charts. at $2,000; 
stants, at $900 each; and 1 superintendent of periodical G bok ein 
at $1,500; and 8 attendants and collators, at ; and lsuperintendent o 
manuscript department, at $1,500; and 2 ts, at $720 each; and 1 super- 
intendent of music department, at $1,500; and 3 assistants, 1 at 

each; and 1 superintendent of Con, onal reference library at Capi- 

1,500; and 2 attendants at Co! onal reference library, 1 at $900, and 
lai ; and 1 superintendent of the law library, $2,000; and 2 assistants, at 
817 each; and 1 laborer at $720; in all, $93,020. 

*For purchase of booksfor the Library, 000; for purchase of law books for 
the Library, under direction of the Chief Justice, $2,000; for purchase of new 
books of reference for the Supreme Court, to be a part of the eos bed Con- 
grese, and purchased by the marshal, under the direction of the Chief Jus- 

ce, $1,500: for expenses of exchanging public documents for the publications 
of foreign governmen’ 1,500; for pure of files of periodicals, serials,and 
newspapers, $2,500; in $15. 300. 


For contingent expenses of the Library, 8 
For expenses of the copyright business, 5 
For compensation of the register of pic par $3,000, and for 29 clerks, 2 at 

$1,800 each; 2 at $1,600 each; 3 at $1,400 J at $1,200 each; 10 at $900 each, 

and 2at $720 each; in all, $36,440." 

For compensation of custodian of the Library building, $3,000; for 1 clerk, 
$1,600; 1 messenger, $720; for 1 captain of the watch, $1,200; for 12 watchme 
at $720 each; for 1 chief engineer, at $1.500; for 5 assistant engineers, at $1,008 
each; for 10 firemen, at $720 each; for 1 electrician, at $1,200; for 3 elevator 
conductors, at $720 each; for 3 mechanics, at $900 each; for 10 skilled laborers, 
at $720 each; for 30 char women. at $40 each; in all, $49,320. 

or fuel, lights, repairs, and miscellaneous pres, $35,000. 
n notice by the Joint Committee on the Library to the President of the 

Uni States that the new building for the use of the Library of Congress 

is to be 3 the President. by and with the advice and consent 

of the Senate, appoint a director of the Library, who shall receive a 

annual compensation of $7,500, and who shall have eof the Lib: of 

Congress, under such rules and regulations as may be lawfully establis 

from time to time. The director of the Library shall give bond. payana to 

the United States, in the sum of $50,000, with sureties approved by the Joint 

Committee on the Library, for the safe-keeping of the Library collections and 

for the due and faithful performance of duties. 

the duties now by law committed to the Librarian of Congress mag 
devolve upon the d rof the Library when appointed, and the office 

Librarian of Congress shall thereupon be abolished. The Joint Committee 

on the Library is hereby empowered, in behalf of Congress, to aseume the 

charge and custody of the new building for the Library of Co 
make rules and regulations for its occupancy and use and for the accommo- 
dation and display in the said new b ing of the Library collections; and 
upon satisfactory proof that the duties heretofore conferred law upon 

Bernard R. Green in relation to the construction and completion of the sai 

new buil have been fully performed, the Joint Commi on the Libr: 

be, Srvc todischarge the said Bernard R. Green of all duties and 
sibilities in connection with the said 


That any balance now existing of the appropriations heretofore made fog 
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the construction and completion of the said building is hereby rendered 
available not only for tha rpose but also to fu: and equip the said 
building for its use as the L of het Congress, and also for the removal of 
the Lib: collections from the ie building to the said new building, 
and the Joint Committee on the Library is hereby directed, through suc! 
agencies as it may select, to effect the removal of the said Library ections 
building, and 5 the necessa: 

d new building; and 
e ses hall 
by the Secretary of the 


e may prescribe. 

The oint Committee on the Library shall have power to establish rules 
and regulations for the conduct and use of the Library of Congress, and, 
with the exception of the director of the EAA to employ or remove all 
persons for whose com tion provision is made in this or any subsequent 
The Library of Congress.“ 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 4405) granting a pension to Augustus G. Cary; 

A bill (H. R. 9189) granting a pension to Margaret J. Young; 

A bill (H. R. 2359) granting a pension to Katherine Zeigenheim, 
of Louisville, Ky.; 

A bill (H. R. 4855) to increase the pension of Theresa Peebles, 
of Jefferson County, Ga: 4 

A bill (H. R. 5400) to increase the on of Mary L. Bacon, 
widow of the late rge B. Bacon, late lientenant-commander 
of the United States Navy; F 

A bill (H. R. 4052) approving certain acts of the legislative 
assembly of the n of New Mexico, authorizing the issue 
of certain bonds of said Territory, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 1874) to place the name of Robert Smalls on the 
pension rolls; 

A bill (H. R. 2858) granting a pension to Arminda White, 
widow of Israel White; 

A bill (H. R. 2969) to nt a pension to Mrs. Lucy A. Allen; 

A bill (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year 
ending June 80, 1898, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 1890) granting a pension to Mary Martin; 

A bill (H. R. 2405) granting a pension to Maria Gibbons; 

Dr H, R. 1825) granting a pension to Mary Prince, widow 
8 ce; 

A bill (H. R. 986) for the relief of Hiram P. Pauley; 

A bill (H. R. 1827) granting a pension to Nancy B. Prince, 
widow of Elbert Prince; 

A bill (H. R. 1599) granting a pension to Phoebe M. Woolley 

eter; 


A bill (H. R. 970) granting a pension to Frances E. Helfenstein; 

A bill (H. R. 4861) granting a pension to William H. Nesbit; 

A bill (H. R. 4720) granting an increase of pension to Isaac H. 
Whetsel, of Louisville, Ky.; 

A bill (H. R. 5565 anting a pension to Neil McNeil; 

A bill (H. R. 5393) for the relief of Lucinda Rickards, widow, 
and the minor children of John D. Rickards, deceased; 


A bill (H. R. 950) granting a pension to John Coombs; 

A bill (H. R. 1062) to grant a pension to Armstead M. Rawlings, 
of Arkansas; 

A bill (H. R. 4721 to increase the pension of Byron Cotton; 

A bill (H. R. 4721 franting an increase of pension to Orleina J. 
Clark, of le, Ky.; 

A bill (H. R. 6466) toincrease the pension of George V. Barnard; 

A bill K R. 4604) granting a pension to Jane Fisher; 

A bill (H. R. 8152) granting a pension to Charlotte A. Welton; 

A bill (H. R. 5050) granting a ponar to Ransom C. Hazelip; 

A bill (H. R. 8755) toincrease the pension of Mary C. Thompson; 

A bill (H. R. 1125 granting a pension to Sarah Ann Wible; 

A bill (H. R. 1178) granting a pension to Sarah Weedon Jones; 

A bill (H. R. 6468) to increase the pension of Andrew R. Ladd; 

A bill (H. R. 1801) granting a pension to Celestia R. Barry; 

4 bill (H. R. 1892) granting a pension to Catharine Darragh: 
an 

A bill (H. R. 8771) for the relief of Stratton H. Benscoter. 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES, 

The SPEAKER announced as conferees on the bill S. 1882 

Mr. Powers, Mr. Jonnson of California, and Mr. HARRISON. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 4 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Claims report back the 
bill S. 296, and ask for a change of reference to the Committee on 
War Claims. Without objection, that change will be made. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH. Mr. Speaker— s 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH. I desire to offer a resolution 
and have it referred to the Committee on Rules, 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That it shall be in order, immediately after the approval of the 
Journal on the morning of the 6th 5 Bi January, 1897, to take up Senate bill 
2461, entitled “An act to grant lands to the State of Alabama for the use of 
the Industrial School for Girls of Alabama, and of the Tuskegee Normal In- 
dustrial Institute,” and consider the same in the House as in the Committee 
of the Whole until the same shall be disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the resolution will be 
referred to the Committee on Rules. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 


ourn, : 
eie SPEAKER. The Chair desires first to lay before the House 
the personal requests of several members. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. Ku, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania, for five days, on account of 
important business. sth 

o Mr. GAMBLE, for five days, on account of important business. 
OLD SETTLERS OR WESTERN CHEROKEE INDIANS, 

Mr. PENDLETON. Mr. Speaker, I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to withhold his motion to adjourn for a moment in 
order that I may introduce a memorial of the Old Settlers or 
Western Cherokee Indians, and ask unanimous consent that it be 
printed as a House document. It will only require a moment. 

Mr. DALZELL. Iwill withdraw the motion for the time being. 

Mr. PENDLETON presented a memorial of the Old Settlers or 
Western Cherokee Indians, praying that the balance of the money 
due them be paid by the Secretary of the Interior. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the printing of this 
memorial as a House document and referring it to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs? 

There was no objection. - 

And then,on motion of Mr. DALZELL (at 5 o'clock and 10 min- 
utes p. m.), the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
anaes were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 

ollows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a copy of a communication from the Secretary of State trans- 
mitting an estimate of deficiency in the appropriation for printing 
and binding, Department of State, for the fiscal year 1897—to the 
Committee on 5 and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Marie Eliza Payne against The United States—to the Committee 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
Charles W. Morris, administrator of William Morris, deceased, 
against The United States—to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the chairman of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, transmitting the tenth annual report of the Commission— 
to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the 
report of the Commissioner-General of Immigration of the results 
of his mission to the Italian Government—to the Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. BRUMM, from the Committee on Claims: The bill 
Ep ei ee the relief of the Erie Railroad Company. (Re- 
port No. N 

By Mr. GRAFF, from the Committee on Claims: The bill (H. R. 
7281) for the relief of Winslow Warren. (Report No. 2841.) 

By Mr. HUTCHESON, from the Committee on Claims: The 
= (H. 55 1832) for the relief of Charles W. Russey. - (Report 

o. 2342. 
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By Mr. MAHON, from the Committee on War Claims: The bill 
S. 1785) entitled An act for the correction of muster. of Adolph 
on Haake, late major Sixty-eighth Regiment Veteran Volunteer 
us wae ( t No. 2344.) i ; 
By Mr. SNOVER, from the Committee on Claims: The bill (S. 
2526) entitled An act for the relief of Twyman O. Abbott.’ 


(Report No, 2345.) 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was discharged from the consideration of the petition of 
Edmund P. Tierney in favor of the passage of House bill No. 2425 
for his relief; and the same was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
‘lowing titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 
By Str. DOCKERY: A bill (H. R. 9701) to amend section 2 of 


an act to incorporate the Washington Market Company—to the 


Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HARRISON: A bill (H. R. 9702) to require contestants 
in contested-election cases to give security for costs—to the Com- 
‘mittee on Elections No. 1. ; 

By Mr. SP. : A bill (H. R. 9703) to provide for light- 
houses and other aids to navigation—to the Committee on Inter- 


state and karen Commerce. 

By Mr. WELLINGTON: A bill (H. R. 9704) to authorize the 
Washington and Glen Echo Railroad Company to obtain a right 
of way and construct tracks into the District of Columbia 600 
feet—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9705) to authorize the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Company, of Maryland, toextend its line of roac into and 
within the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. : 

By Mr. WOODMAN: A bill (H. R. 9706) to amend section 
6286 of the Revised Statutes of the United States—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BULL: A bill (H. R. 9708) for the erection of a monu- 

“mental statue in the city of Washington, D. C., to the late James 
G. Blaine—to the Committee on the Library. 

By Mr. CATRON: A bill (H. R. 9709) to better define and regu- 
late the rights of aliens to hold and own real estate in-the Terri- 
tories—to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. HULL: A bill (H. R. 9710) to authorize officers who 
served during the war of the rebellion im the Regular Army to 
bear the title and, on occasions of ceremony, wear the uniform of 
their highest rank—to the Committee on Military irs. 2 

By Mr. COOKE of Ilinois: A bill (H. R. 9726) to amend section 
654 of the Revised Statutes of the United States—to the Committee 
on the J Rawat A 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9727) to amend section 597 of the Reviseđ 
Statutes of the United States—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: A joint resolution (H. Res. 217) for 
negotiations to secure a modification of the treaty of 1817—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

By Mr. HITT: A joint resolution (H. Res. 218) authorizing 
E. H. Pierce and C. E. Marr, keepers of the Cuckolds (Maine) 
fog-signal station, to accept the silver watches presented to them 
by the Canadian government—to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Also, a joint resolution (H. Res. 219) authorizing Lieutenant- 
Colonel Forwood and Dr. George H. Penrose to accept certain 
testimonials from the Argentine Government—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. oe 

By Mr. GROUT: A resolution (House Res. No. 450) providing 
for the expenditure of $1,000 by the chairman of the Special Com- 
mittee Investigating the Soldiers’ Home at Leavenworth, Kans.— 
to the Committee on Accounts. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 8 

By Mr. AITKEN: A bill (H. R. 9711) for the relief of John 
Bishop—to the Committee on Military Affairs. : é 

By Mr. GROUT: A bill (H. R. 9712) for the relief of Amelia 
Johnson, widow of Alexander Johnson, who lost his life on the 
Capitol Grounds July 2, 1894, while in the service of the United 
States—to the Committee on Claims. y 

By Mr. HULICK: A bill (H. R. 9713) for the relief of Capt. 
Lorenzo D. Jones, late road master and assi t superintendent 
of the United States military railroads in the Southern States— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. : 2 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9714) to refer to the Court of Claims the claim 


of John S. Armstrong for com tion for loss of wheat in 1862— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HULL: A bill (H. R. 9715) for the relief of David K. 
3 the Committee on Military Affairs. 

y Mr. LONG: A bill (H. R. 9716) granting an increase of pen- 

sion to Daniel Ridenger—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9717) granting an increase of pension to Wil- 
liam Blades—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

By Mr. McCULLOCH: A bill (H. R. 9718) for the relief of Mrs. 
18 Davis and Duren Lurry—to the Committee on the Public 


ds. : 
By Mr. MORSE: A bill (H. R. 9719) granting arrears of pension 
to H. Morris Husband—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. PICKLER: A bill (H. R. 9720) to correct the military 
record of George W. Sampson—to the Committee on Military 


irs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9721) ting a pension to Eber Robbins— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9722) praning an iarsan of pension to John 
airs fee O the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

so, a bill (H. R. 9723) granting an increase of pension to 

Hiram T. Abbott—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SNOVER: A bill (H. R. 9724) for the relief of John 
Balkwill—to the Committee on Mili Affairs. 

By Mr. WOOMER: A bill (H. R. 2885 remove the charge of 
desertion from the military record of hael Neidinger—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following 2 and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ACHESON: Resolutions of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ 
Association of the United States, favoring a prohibition of immi- 
3 for five years—to the Committee on Immigration and 

aturalization. 

Also, resolutions adopted by the Trades League of Pennsylvania, 
favoring an appropriation for the transfer of incoming foreign 
mail—to the Committee on Ap Tiations. 

By Mr. AITKEN: Petition of John Bishop, to accompany House 
bill for his relief—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BARRETT: Resolutions adopted by the Pattern Makers’ 
Union of Boston, Mass., urging the passage of the bill introduced 
by Hon. W. E. BARRETT, for a larger dry dock and deeper harbor 
at Boston—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BROMWELL: Memorial of the California Wool Grow- 
ers’ Association, recommending the passage of the Dingley bill— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio; Resolutions of the Cleveland Cham- 
ber of Commerce, favoring the passage of House bill No. 8777, for 
the inspection of immigrants at ports of debarkation by a medical 
officer of the United States—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, favor- 
ing reform in the consular service—to the Committee on Foreign 


Airs. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Resolutions of the California Wool Asso- 
ciation, favoring immediate tariff legislation—to the Committee 
on ver and Means. 

By Mr. GROUT: Resolution adopted by the Glass Bottle Blow- 
ers’ Association of the United States, favoring the passage of a 
bill prohibiting immigration of all kinds—to the Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. HEATWOLE: Petition of P. Cudmore and 88 other 
citizens of Faribault, Rice County, Minn., urging Congress to 
investigate the titles to gold and silver mines in the United States 
and charge a rent forall silver and gold mines where those in 
possession have not a good title; also reserving all future grants 
of mineral lands to actual settlers, citizens of the United States— 
to the Committee on Mines and Mining. 

By Mr. HEPBURN: Petition of 300 citizens of New London, 
Iowa; also petition of the Con tional church of Danville, Iowa, 
urging the passage of bill to prohibit the sale of liquors in all Gov- 
7 ec buildings—to the Committee on Public Buildings and 

roun : 

Also, petition of the Congregational church of Danville, Iowa, 
favoring the passage of Senate bill No. 1675, forbidding the trans- 
portation of obscene m tter by express or otherwise—to the Com- 
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. HERMANN: Resolution of the Astoria (Oreg.) Cham- 
ber of Commerce, uine ha protection of salmon fisheries, and 
for the establishment of hatcheries in Oregon—to the Committee 


on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 

Also. memorial of the Chamber of Commerce, of Astoria, Oreg., 
for the improvement of the harbor of Astoria—to the Committee 
on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. HULING: Petition of Preston Rives Sherrard, Samuel 
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O. Blair, and sundry other citizens of the State of West veps 
urging the enactment of laws N polygamy in the nited 
States to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. aoc gee 3 2 cementing on or pig sail 
ironware, asking for the passage of House 0. i 
tect free labor from competition with convict labor—to the 2 
mitte on Labor. $ 

Mr. OTEY: Resolutions of the Board of Trade of the city 

of Lynchburg, Va., asking for a department of commerce and a 
Cabinet officer—tothe Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 


merce. 

By Mr. OVERSTREET: Papers to accompany House bill No, 
1 for the relief of Mary Griffith to the ittee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. STRONG: Petition of 1,050 citizens of the city of Wash- 
ington Court-House, Ohio, favoring the e of a law forbid- 
ding admission of newspapers publishing the details of suicides to 
the mails—to the Commi on the Judiciary. ` 

Also, petition of citizens of W Court-House, Ohio, for 
the passage of laws to prevent the n cation of State an l- 
bling laws by use of the telegraph—to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary. 
nE petition of citizens of Washington Court - House, Ohio, for 
raising the age of consent in the District of Columbia and Terri- 
tories—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Also, petition of 500 men of Columbus, Ohio, asking the 


of a bill to raise the age of protection for girls to 18 years in the 
District of Columbia and Territories—to the ttee on the 
Judiciary. i 
By Mr. 3 Petition of the ae ei 3 
asking for an annual appropriation for — colleges 
ral 5 i a e Committee 


for the promotion of engineering experiments—to 
on Naval Affairs. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


FRIDAY, December 18, 1896. 


ic House met at 12 o’clock m., and was called to order by the 
Speaker. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. HENRY N. CoupEn. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
ADDITIONAL HOUSE EMPLOYEES, ETC. 


Mr. ODELL. Mr. Speaker, I present a report from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. ODELL] 
has a privileged report, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the sade y a of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to employ fifteen additional folders in the folding room of the House of Rep- 
yeomiativen., for the purpose of folding public documents, at a compensation 
at tho rate of $75 each per month, to be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
House: Provided, That all such employees shall be dropped from the rolis of 
the Doorkeeper at a period not later t one month from the expiration of 
the present session. z 

Resolved. That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he is hereby. 
authorized and directed to pay, out of the contingent fund of the House o 
Representatives, to the widow of John Ryan, late a messen on 
the soldiers’ roll of the House of Representatives, who died Au 10, a 
sum equal to his salary for six months, and the expenses of his last illness 
and funeral. said expenses not to exceed the sum of 8 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to pay, out of the contingent fund of the House, to Ken Lee, the 
sum of 3100 for caring for the room of the Committee on Accounts during the 
past seasion and recess. 

The report (by Mr. ODELL) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Accounts, to whom was referred sundry resolutions, 
bom leave to report as follows: 

‘he resolution providing for the payment to James 8. Cotton of the sum of 
$350 for hauling Congressional seeds from railroad station to House post-office 
and residences of members of the House of Representatives is disapproved. 

The resolution ee, to payment to William H. Smith, for services 
rendered in the library of the House during the months of July, August, and 
8 1896, at the rate of $1,440 per annum, is disapproved. 

he resolution authorizing the employment of fifteen additional folders in 
the folding room during the current session and one month thereafter, at $75 


per month each, is approved. 
The resolution providing for the payment to the widow of John Ryan, de- 
roll of the House, a sum equal to his 


ceased, late a messenger on the sol 
salary for six months and the e ses of his last illness and funeral, said 


expenses not to exceed the sum of $250, is ig gry they 
e resolution providing for the payment of $100 to Kendall Lee for caring 
room 5 the Committee on Accounts during the past session the recess 
approved. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to raise the point of 
order that this should be considered in Committee of the Whole, 
as it involves a charge upon the Treasury. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman from 
Maine, but the impression of the Chair is that the matter has 

n decided otherwise. 
. DINGLEY. Iam aware itis not usual to consider such 
resolutions in Committee of the Whole because the point is not 


made. I understand this resolution 


provides for an increase of 
fifteen officials. . 


Carlisle sustaining a 
must be considered tin Committee of the Whole when the 
point is made. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks recent rulings have been 
the other way. This is out of the contingent fund of the House, 
i a N pos as expenditures, and does not affect the United States 

on . 
. ODELL. I will state to the gentleman that this is only a 


beer ates increase. 7 
r. DIN GLEV. I will not insist on the point of order, but I 
should like to know why, at this session of Congress, when there 
are only the usual public documents to be distributed, no speeches 
to be made for the campaign, we need an increase of fifteen men 
in the folding room? 

Mr. OD. Mr. „in reply to the gentleman from 
Maine, I will state that on September 29 the annex, in which was 
stored over 400,000 volumes, was blown down and about 50,000 of 
the covers of those documents were ruined, so that they will have 
to be rewrapped; and removing from the annex to tem 
quarters caused a loss of about sixty days’ time that should have 
been devoted to 75 0 “em the documents and sending them out 
to different members. I have here a letter from the superintend- 
ent of the folding room, in which he sets forth fully the neces- 
sity for these additional folders. The committee understood it 
was somewhat unusual—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker; it is im ible for us to 


hear what is going on over there, and we would like very much 
55 
The SP 8 gentlemen will please take their seats. 


Mr. ODELL. Mr. Speaker, I will ask that the Clerk read this 
letter from the foreman of the folding room, which will explain 
the necessity for these additional folders. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. O., December 15, 1396. 


DEAR SIR: In compliance with your pie Sagan 54 beg to submit for your infor- 
mation the following reasons for asking for additional folders for this depart- 
ment for the balance of the second session of the Fifty-fourth and 


one month after the ex on of said session. 

The extra work caused by the wreck of the old annex folding room on the 
night of . Ady Som 29, in moving and arranging documents m wrecked 
building to the Capitol buil and new annex folding room, threw us back 
in our regular work about sixty days, and we have not been able to regain 
much of this lost time since. About 50,000 documents will have to be re- 
wrapped, owing tothe bad condition of the wrappers, caused by the action of 
the storm on them. 


In anticipation of an extra session of we will be compelled to wrap 
from 250, documents to meet rs. 


000 to 300,000 o demand of membe! 

With all this work in view at the present time, the additional help asked 
for can be steadily employed during the time herein stated, and will be bene- 
ficial to this department. 

Very respectfully, J. MARTIN McKAY, 
Foreman Folding Room, House of Representatives. 
Hon. B. B. ODELL, 
Chairman Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Is this in anticipation of an extra session? 

Mr. ODELL. Not altogether. It is to take care of the work 
that has piled up upon them throngh this disaster. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Were the additional men employed in the 
folding room at the last session discharged at the end of the session? 

Mr. ODELL., Yes, sir. 

Mr. DINGLEY. And the committee have examined this care- 
fully and are satisfied that in co uence of that storm—for it 
can not be placed on any other ground—fifteen additional men are 
required to repair the damages? 

. ODELL. We have examined the matter very thoroughly. 
The committee were unanimous. In the report we have Si to 
the House we feel that we have been very conservative. Wehave 
made more reports against resolutions than we have recom- 
mended. And the very resolution preceding this, which asked 
for increased compensation, we have disagreed to. We feel that 
there is a necessity for these fifteen additional folders. 

Mr. DINGLEY.. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire, of course, to 
interfere in matters where the committee are thoroughly satisfied 
that the public services require an additional expehditure, but I 
think it is necessary, and I have no doubt the committee felt that, 
with the revenue running behind to the extentit has—$40,000,000 
deficit since the ist day of July—we ought to be very careful 
when we enter upon any public expenditures that can be avoided 
without injury to the public service. 

Mr. ODELL. Mr. Speaker, I think there can be no criticism 
passed upon the Committee on Accounts for any unwarranted 

nditures. Lask for a vote. 
r. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, was unanimous consent 
given for the consideration of this resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It was not. It is a privil report. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I could not hear whether the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. DINGLEY] made a point of order. 
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The SPEAKER. The tleman from Maine suggested that 
the House should go into ttee of the Whole. 

Mr. RICHAR N. He did not make the point of order that 
it should be considered in Committee of the ole? 

The SPEAKER. He raised the point of order, and the Chair 
intimated that the rulings had been the other way. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I understand the rule to be that, being 
an we Ae che a tg from the contingent fund, it would not have to 
be considered in Committee of the Whole, but I could not hear 
enc e that point was made or whether it was some other point 

order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to apologize to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee for the disorderly behavior of the House, but 
the Chair endeavored to obtain order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The explanation and apology is entirely 
satisfactory to the gentleman from Tennessee.” All I desired 
to know was what was going on, and whether the point of order 
was made. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order was not made, and a dis- 
cussion took place as to the merits. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Lalso heard some statement indicating 
that this was necessary because of an n extra session, 
and I only want to learn whether the distinguished leader of the 
House meant officially to say there would be an extra session or 
not. We could not understand what he said about that. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, Iam very sorry that there was 
such confusion that my statement was misunderstood by the gen- 


eman. 

The SPEAKER. Will gentlemen have the kindness to take 
their seats, in order that there may not be any misunderstandings? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Let us have a vote. 

The SPEAKER... The question is on agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. LACEY. I offer an amendment to the first resolution. 
ask the attention of the le ape from Pennsylvania [Mr. WIL- 
LIAM A. STONE]. I think he will accept this amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. What is it? 

Mr. LACEY. Let it be read. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I willaccept almost anything that 
anybody offers me. [Laughter.] 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by adding at the end of the first resolution the following: 

“Provided, That the said employees shall be selected from States not now 
represented on the Doorkeeper's roll.“ 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I want to make a 
point of order against that amendment, that it is not germane, 
and is not applicable for many reasons. This is a House resolu- 
tion. Under the law the Doorkeeper is to make the appointments, 
and this amendment would make it really a joint resolution, or 
such a resolution as would require the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. LACEY. Nr. Speaker, I understand that the point of order 
is made that this amendment will defeat the purpose of the reso- 
lution. 

The SPEAKER. That would not be an argument on the point 
of order; that would be on the merits. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. The question is on agreeing to the amendment. 

Mr. FLYNN. I desire to offer an amendment—to insert after 
the word “State” the words or Territories.” 

The question was taken on Mr. FLYNN’s amendment to the 
amendment; and the Speaker declared that the noes seemed to 
have it. 

Mr. FLYNN. The gentleman accepts the amendment, Mr. 


Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment would have to be accepted 
by the House. 7 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The SPEAKER, The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. MILLER of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I have an amendment 
which I wish to suggest—a proviso that the salaries of these addi- 
tional folders shall be paid out of the money that would go to the 
pete 8 peen- spending the vacation in New York and 

nnsylyania. a z 

Mr. WII. Ila ATONE 
that amendment, Mr, Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. I presume that the gentleman does not se- 
riously mean to offer that amendment, inasmuch as he has not put 
it in writing or sent it to the Chair. 

The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. LACEY; and 
the Speaker declared that the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I ask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 97, noes 42. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, a parliamen 
quiry. Have I nota right to demand tellers on this question 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has that right. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STO 
minutes to make a statement. 

Mr. LACEY. I object. 


I make the point of order against 


in- 


I ask unanimous consent for five 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I demand tellers. I want to sa 
that under this amendment there is not a State in the Unidn that! 
willgetanyappointments. There is not one that is not represented. 

The SP AKER. The gentleman is not in order. j 

Tellers were refused, 80 members voting in favor thereof. 

The amendment of Mr. Lacey was then agreed to. 

Mr. ODELL. Mr. Speaker, I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused, only 27 members voting in 
favor thereof. l! 

The question being taken on agreeing to the resolution as 
amended, the Speaker declared that the noes seemed to have it. 

A division was asked for. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 45, noes 80. 

So the resolution was rejected. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I demand the re order. 

The SPEAKER. The r ar order is demanded. The Chair, 
understands that the first thing before the House is the unfinished 
business coming over from last Friday. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, before that is proceeded with, I de- 
sire to present a conference report. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. S er, I desire to submit 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania will please 
suspend until after the conference report presented by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky is disposed of. 

SECTION 2 OF TARIFF LAW. 

The conference report was read, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houseg 
on the amendments of the House to the joint resolution (S. R. 142), „Joint reso- 
lution continuing in force section 2 of the act approved June 3, „ entitl 
An act to re section 6 of an act to reduce ation, to provide revenue 


for the Government, and for other purposes,“ which became a law 3 
n 


1804, having met, after full and free conference have agreed to recomme 

and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: That the House 
recede from its amendments to said resolution and agree to an amendment as 
follows: Insert after the word “Con in the eleventh line, not later 
than ten days after the beginning of its next session;“ and the House agree 


to the same. 

WALTER EVANS, 
CHARLES A. RUSSELL, 
BENTON MoMILLIN, 

Managers on the part of the House. 
Q. H. PLATT, 
NELSON W. ALDRICH, 

Managers on the part of the Senats. 

The conference report was adopted. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks 
announced that the Senate had passed with amendments the vill 
(H. R. 7864) to amend the immigration laws of the United States; 
asked a conference with the House on the said bill and amend- 
ments, and had appointed Mr. LODGE, Mr. CHANDLER, and Mr, 
FAULKNER as the conferees on the part of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had bills of 
the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was 


uested: 
bill (S. 8808) to authorize the construction by the Kansas 
City, Shreveport and Gulf Railroad Company of a bridge across 
the Sabine River, between the States of Louisiana and Texas; 

A bill (S. 2570) to authorize the readjustment of the accounts of 
army 1 who were graduates of West Point Military Acad- 
emy; an 

A bill (S. 1781) for the relief of Maj. William M. Maynadier, a 
paymaster in the United States Army. 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED, 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills were 
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

A bill (S. 1731) for the relief of Maj. William M. Maynadier, a 
55 in the United States Army—to the Committee on 

aims. 

A bill (S. 2570) to authorize the readjustment of the accounts of 
army officers who were graduutes of West Point Military Acad- 
emy—to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (8.3303) to authorize the construction by the Kansas 
City, Shreveport and Gulf Railroad Company of a bridge acrosd 
the Sabine River, between the States of Lonisiana and Texas—to 
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 


CELESTE A. BOUGHTON, 


Mr. CROWTHER submitted the following conference report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
the amendment of the House of e ee to the bill (S. 1291) gran 
an „ to Dena 5 widow of Brig. oe Ho 
Bou n met, after and free conference are unable 

ee GEO. O. CROWTHER, ` 


8. 8. KIRKPATRICK. : 

Managers on the part of the House. 
J.H.GALLINGER, + 
JOHN M. PALMER, 

Managers on the part of the Senate 


1896. 


Mr, TRACEY. I move that the House insist on its amendment, 
and ask a further conference with the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. CROWTHER, 
Mr. BAKER of Kansas, and Mr. KIRKPATRICK as conferees on the 
part of the House. 


MRS. JANE STEWART WHITING. 


co CROWTHER submitted also the following conference 
report: 
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Mr, COOPER of Texas, I call for a division. 


273 


The question being again taken, there were—ayes 100, noes 54. 


Mr. COOPER of 


exas. No quorum. 
The SPEAKER (haying counted the House). 


and eight members are present, a quorum. 
Mr, COOPER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the yeas and | 


naye on this question. 


e yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 140, nays 96, not 


voting 119; as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on YEAS—140 
the amendment of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. pee granting Adams, Fenton, Kerr, 
a pension to Mrs. Jane Stewart Whiting, having met, after full an: con- | Anderson, Fletcher, Kiefer, 
ference, are unable to agree. Atwood, . Kirkpatrick, 
Gat BAKER : DAHR Fowler, Lei ht 
8. 8. KIRKPATRICK, Bartholdt, er, sonring, 
Managers on the part of the House. ee Denk an oF oe 2 — 5 
555 , eae fee 
JNO. L. MITCHELL, Blue, Griffin, Long, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. ah 1 5 ny, 

Mr. TRACEY. I move that the House insist on its amendment | Broderick, Haines Nebr. M „Tenn. 

8 a a further „ with the Senate. —.— Halte 3 — 
motion was ag: 8 0 1 

The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. CROWTHER, Barrell, Mo. Harmer, wanes ian, 
Mr. BAKER of Kansas, and Mr. KIRKPATRICK as conferees on the | Burton, Ohio is, Miller, Kans 
part of the House. Canton, Fr, oe DE 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. Connolly, Henderaon, Mitchell = 

Mr. MORSE. I ask the gentleman from South Dakota [Mr. 8 Henry, or a Mores 
PICKLER] to withdraw the call for the regular order, so that I may | Crowther, peat ‘ozley, 
present a matter from the Committee on Public Buildings an ows Hima 8 

— — which will create no debate and will occupy but a few D zell, Hal Overstreet, 
minutes. : anfor opkins, er, 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, have we not entered upon the | Daniels, owe, Payne, 

ular order already? Bigger, 3 Perkins, 
he SPEAKER, Objection is made. Dolliyer, Hulick, ‘cole, 

Mr. BINGHAM. One word with reference to the order of busi- | Doolittle, Hating, Powers, 
ness. While I recognize the force and the justness of the general | Fairchild ee N-Dak. Pigh- 
rule of the House fixing Friday for the consideration of the Pri- f NAY PS 
vate Calendar, I ask unanimous consent, as we have already pro- | Abbott Dock 755 
ceeded to some extent with the consideration of the legislative, Alarich, TH. Erdman’ Lavington; 
executive, and judicial appropriation bill, that the Private Calen- | Aldrich, W. F. Fitzgerald, Mahon, 
dar be considered to-morrow and that the legislative bill be taken n, M Gibson, 5 5 
up in Committee of the Whole to-day. e N. H nn 246 rear. Ky 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BING- lett, Ga. ; McCulloch, 
HAM] asks unanimous consent that to-morrow be substituted for + Colo. Hart, 
to-day in the consideration of private business. Is there objection? | Berg parton. Staite 

Mr. PICKLER. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. If this re- K, Ga. Hunter, cRae, 
quest be acceded to, will it cut off the consideration to-day of the | Buck, Hurley, eredith, 
unfinished business coming over from last Friday? Nel fel ae Meyer, 

The SPEAKER. The proposition, if agreed to, would substi- Cab.“ Johnson, Cal — Nell. 
tute Saturday for to-day, Fea business haying the same U Jones, Ogden, 
right to-morrow that it would have to-day. That is the under- Sooper, Fla. 2. yY, 

R 5 per, Tox. - Kleberg, Otjen, 
oe of the Chair. OS 5 r, Wis. Kyle, Owens, 
ae n Suppose the legislative bill should not be fin- | Culberson, ra mer, Pendleton, 

a W. „ co, 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then the order of the House would operate, | power Layton, Richardson, 
of course, and private business would be considered to-morrow. ore, Little,” Shafroth, 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. wy would not to-morrow NOT VOTING—119. 
be as good as to-day for the legislative bill? Acheacn Cook, Wis. Kendall, 

Mr. BINGHAM. I prefer that we should go on with the bill | Aitken, ° Corliss, Knox, 
to-day. The matter is for the House to determine, 1 Cowen, Kulp, 

FLORA A. DARLING. 5 75 5 Conny, 3 i 

The SPEAKER. As the Chair understands, objection is made. | Alg, weg 
The first thing in order is the unfinished private business. The Arnold. E. L Curtis N. x 8 
Clerk will read the bill on which the House was dividing at the | Babcock, Draper, Low, 
time of the adjournment last Friday. 3 aA ie ks 

The bill (H. R. 903) for the relief of Flora A. Darling was read. | Bankhead, Ellis. McClure. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gentle- | Barney, Evans, McCormick, 
F that this bill be laid on | Barrett, N. . Paris. Manne 

e table. i Gamble, es 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I had hoped, Mr. Speaker, that the Belknap Griswold, Miner, N. Y. 
gentleman from Pennsylvania 5 5 Mannal 

The SPEAKER, The question is not debatable, Routalle, Hadley, pac 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. I did not wish to indulge in debate; I | Bromwe Heatwole, Murphy, 
was about to ask the gentleman to withdraw his motion to lay on | Brumm, . pied purer. 
the table. Galderhend, Hermann, 8 

Mr. DALZELL. Personally I should like very much to oblige | Catch tei =a Patterson, 
the gentleman, but it seems to me, in the interest of the public | Chickering, poy ‘x billips, 
business, that I had better insist on my motion. This question | Cfd Hyde, Pitney. 
was fully debated in the Committee of the Whole a week ago, and | Cofin, Johnson, Ind. j. 
also in the House. Colson, em, yburn, 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania declines 
to withdraw his motion. The question is on the motion to lay 
the bill on the table. 

The guenon having been taken, 

The SPEAKER, The ayes seem to have it. 


XXIX—-18 


Two hundred 


W. 

wiles, Idaho 
Wilson, Ohio 
Woodman. 


So the motion to lay the bill on the table was agreed to. 

The following pairs were announced until further notice: 
Mr. CoRLISS with Mr. COWEN. 
Mr. Hemenway with Mr. ROBERTSON of Louisiana. 
Mr. Smuts of Michigan with Mr, TUCKER, 
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Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. WHEELER. 
Mr. MILLIKEN with Mr. Money. 
Mr. Low with Mr. STALLINGS. 
Mr. HEINER of Pennsylvania with Mr. JONES. 
Mr. Watson of Indiana with Mr. KENDALL. 
Mr. Crump with Mr. MILES. 
Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut with Mr. CATOHINGS. 
Mr. BARNEY with Mr. BANKHEAD. 
Mr. LEFEVER with Mr. ELLETT. 
Mr. Stewart of New Jersey with Mr. Charpy. 
Mr. Faris with Mr. RUSK. 
The following pairs were announced for this day: 
Mr. Evans with Mr. Cox. 
Mr. HARMER with Mr. BARTLETT of New York, 
. ARNOLD with Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia. 
. REYBURN with Mr. Moss. 
. GAMBLE with Mr. MCGUIRE. 
. CODPDING with Mr. CROWLEY. 
Y with Mr. PATTERSON. 
. Pirnry with Mr. BoaTNER. 
. McCaw of Massachusetts with Mr. Shaw. 
Mr. CLARDY. Mr. Speaker, I desire, to vote on this 
The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman present when 
should have been called, and failed to hear it? 
Mr. CLARDY. I can not say as to that. I came in just as my 
name was called. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair can not, under the rule, entertain 
the gentleman's uest. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
HANNAH R. QUINT. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6792) granting a pension to Hannah R. Quint, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation. 

The SPEAKER. This bill was laid aside at the last session for 
the consideration of such business, on the demand for its engross- 
ment. The engrossed bill is now before the House. 

Mr. ERD I move to recommit this bill. This is a double 
divorce case. 

Mr. PICKLER. Is a motion in order to lay on the table the 
motion to recommit? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 


The rey bill will be read. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. ERDMAN. While I understand that this motion is not 
debatable, I ask unanimous consent that the report in this case, 
which was passed at the last session, be read. 

a Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man m 


uestion. 
is name 


Pennsylvania? 

Mr. PICKLER. That was read in Committee of the Whole 
and fully discussed. I object. 7 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. ERDMAN to re- 
commit the bill, the House divided; and there were—ayes 34, noes 78. 

So the motion was rejected. 

a 3 I demand the previous question on the passage 

of the bill. 

9 question was ordered, under the operation of which 
the was passed. 

On motion of Mr. PICKLER, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


WILLIAM F. BUCKMASTER. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
90) for the relief of William P. Buckmaster. 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommend that this bill be 
substituted for House bill No. 3950, and thatit do lie on the table. 

Mr. JOY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to move that the consideration 
of this matter be passed over until the next private-bill day, re- 
taining its place on the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. It would require unanimous consent. 

Mr. JOY. I make that request, Mr. 8 er. I will state in 
reference to this that the gentleman who took the ig espa 
consents that it may go over. I wanttofind some other facts per- 
ering to it before final action is taken by the House. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from Missouri, that the consideration of this bill go over 
until the next private bill day? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


CAPT. FRANCIS A. BEUTER. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
Bed Boe the relief of Capt. Francis A. Beuter. 
he bill was read at length. 5 
The question being on the engrossment and third reading of the 
bill, it was ordered to be d and read a third time; and it 


engrosse 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire, a motion to 
reconsider the last vote was laid on the table. 


JOHN A. LYNCH. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
3075) for the relief of John A. Lynch. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. ker, I should like to ask if this bill is sub- 
ject to further amendment in the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is. 

Mr. LOUD. Well, Mr. Speaker, I will offer an amendment to 
strike out “$2,466.49,” the amount carried in the bill, and insert in 
lieu thereof 51, 668.49.“ 

I understand this will not be objected to by the friends of the 
measure, and while I donot think the applicant is entitled to more 
than $1,240.33, which was the amount claimed, still, understand- 
ing that the friends of the measure will not raise any objection to 
striking out the $800 for clerk hire, I offer that amendment, and 
hope the House will adopt it. 

e SPEAKER, ‘The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 6, strike out the words two thousand four hundred and sixty-six 
dollars and forty-nine cents,“ and insert in lieu thereof the words “one 
thousand six hundred and sixty-six dollars and forty-nine cents.” 

The amendment was agreed to. ; 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
JAMES STEWART. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
897) for the relief of James Stewart. 

The bill was read at length, and ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was n the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. BROMWELL, a motion to reconsider last 
vote was laid on the table. 

URIAH ANDRICKS. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1948) to grant a pension to Uriah Andricks, late Fifty-fourth Ili- 
nois Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was read at length. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 

were agrees to. 
Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer another amend- 
ment striking out all after the word month,“ in line 8, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words in lieu of the pension he is 
now erg 

The SP . The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

n line 8 strike out the words for loss of and 
Be oh or insert in lieu thereof the words 2 
n 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
EMELINE FILdATE. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
1631) granting a pension to Emeline Filgate. 

The bill was read at length, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. : 

JAMES L. WING, 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8481) granting a pension to James L. Wing. 

The bill was read at length. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 


were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
ADELAIDE MORRIS. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
757) granting an increase of pension to Adelaide Morris. 

The bill was read at length. 

The area recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were read. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks the amendment p z 
striking out and inserting “‘ twenty-five,” was intended to 
be substituted in both places. 

Mr. PICKLER. That was the intention of the House commit- 


tee. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment to substitute“ twenty-five” for ‘‘ fifty Wherever the “ fifty” 
occurs. 

Mr. PICKLER. It so appears in the Senate bill. It is stricken 
e both places in the Senate bill, and the “‘ twenty-five” is in 

cs 


The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


1896. 
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JANE CHRISTIAN MARYE. 


Thenext unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5902) granting a pension to Jane Christian Marge, with amend- 
ments. $ 

The amendments recommended by the Committeeof the Whole 


were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
8 eve engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, an 

The title of the bill was amended so as to read: A bill grant- 
ing a pension to Jane Christian Marye.” 

IRA HARRIS. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
2711) nting a pension to Ira Harris. k 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and paoa. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the-bill H. R. 519, on the 
same subject, will lie on the table. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

FREDERICA A. DRISCOLL. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4655) granting a pension to Frederica A. Driscoll. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were agea to. a 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

LAURETTA s. PRINCE. 7 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2620) to place the name of Lauretta S. Prince on the pension roll, 
with amendments. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 


were read. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I demand the previous question. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I desire to move an amendment in this case. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Dakota asks the 
previous question. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 57, noes 0. 

Mr. ERDMAN. No quorum, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER (after counting). hundred and 2 gen- 
tlemen are present not a quorum. Under the rules of the House, 
there not being a quorum present, a call of the House will be con- 
sidered as ordered, and the yeas and nays on the pending question 
are ordered at the same time. The Clerk will call the roll, and 
gentlemen will answer present,“ if they do not desire to vote, 
and if they desire to vote they will do so. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 171, nays 53, 
present and answering 11, not voting 120; as follows: 


YEAS—I7L 
Adams, Ellis, Johnson, Cal. Raney, 
Aldrich, T. H. Evans, Johnson, N. Dak. Ray. 
Aldrich, W. F. Joy, Reeves, 
Allen, Utah Fenton, Kendall, Rinaker, 
Anderson, er, Kerr, Royse, 
, Kans. Fletcher, Kiefer, Scranton, 
„Md. Foote, Kirkpatrick, Settle, 
Lacey, Shafroth, 
wre Gardna Fayton, Sim 
. er, 
Bonnett, Gibso; Leighty, Smith, 
Bing Gillet, N. Y. Leonard, Southar: 
Eo Ne, Gillett, Mass. Linney, Sonanin 
rate! Goodwyn, Long, y 
Brownts Grit Mahon’’ stock 
T, ny 
Grout, Martin, Stewart, N. J. 
Bromwell, Grow, McCall, Mass. Stewart, Wis. 
us; Hager, McCleary, Minn. Stone, W. A. 
Brown, Hainer, Nebr. Mc. § Strode, Nebr. 
Hal Mercer. Strong, 
rrell, . —. x Miller, Kans. Sulloway, 
Mo. x Miller, W. Va. lzer, 
areon, Hatch, re Tawney, 
rk, Iowa Heatwole, 
Clark, Mo. Heiner, Pa. Moody, Tracewell, 
con Henderson, Murphy, Tracey, 
Cook, Wis Henry, Conn. Murray, 
Cooke, III. Henry, Yoonan, ers 
Cousins, Hepburn, Northway, Van Horn, 
Crowther, Hermann, Van Voorhis, 
Hicks, Otjen, Walker, Mass. 
Curtis. Hilborn, Overstreet, Walker, Va. 
Dalzell. Hi Payne, Watson, O 
Danf Hop rson, Wellington, 
Daniels, Howell, rkins, 
Dingley, ubbard, Phillips, Willis, 
ery, uff, ickler, Wilson, N. Y. 
Dolliver, Hulick, s Wood, 
Doolittle, Hull Powers, W. 
Dovener, Hunter, Sead Toona 8 
Draper, ‘urley, $ 
Eddy, ules, 


NAYS—53. 
Allen, Miss. De Witt, McCulloch, Swanson, 
Baur rene r 
E McLaurin, Tate, 
Bartlett, Harrison, Me. Terry, 
Bell, Colo. McRae, Turner, Ga. 
— Ga. Howard, Meredith, Cab al Va. 
yy Little, Y, Wilber, 
Cobb, Livin Pendleton. Wilson, S. 0. 
Loud, Ric oodard, 
Cooper, Tex. Maddox, yers, Yoakum. 
Cox, 5 Stokes, 
Culberson, McClellan, trait, 
De d, McCreary, Ky. Strowd, N. C. 
PRESENT AND ANSWERING—I1L 
Andrews, Cannon, Kyle, Neill, 
Bell. Tex. Clarke, Ala. McCall, Tenn. 
rry, Cooper, Wis. Morse, 
NOT VOTING—120. 
Abbott, Curtis, Iowa Leisenring, Rus 
Acheson, Curtis, N. Y. Lester, Pak, Conn. 
Aitken, Dayton, Lewis, Russell, 
33 2 — ome 
ey, ett, er, 
raat, Pa. Loudenslager, W. 
Arnold, R. I. Fi rald, Low, Shuford, 
Atwood, 5 Marsh, 
Avery, Griswold, McClure Smith, Mich. 
Babcock Grosvenor, McCormick, Snover, 
Baker, N. H. ley, Me 
Barrett Harz M $ 
rre rmer, cer, 
Bartlett. N. Y. Harris, Miles,” Stahle, 
Bishop H Ailn Stone, & W. 
. emen w: es, * 
Black. N. Y. Hendrick.” Miner, N. Y. Takt. 
Boatner, . — Monde Tayler, 
ara = “ Money, horp, 
erhead, owe, 0808, wne, 
Catchin Huling, ozley. Tucker, 
Chickering, utcheson, Newlands, Tyler, 
Cod, A de, ens, adsworth, 
Coffin, J Ind. Parker, ‘anger, 
Colson, Jones, arner, 
C r, Fla. Kem, Pitney, Watson, Ind. 
Knox, „ 
Cowen. Kul Reyburn, Willia: 
Crowley, 3 Robertson, La Uson. 
p. Lefever, Robinson, Wilson, Ohio. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PAYNE). On this question 
the yeas are 171, the nays 53. e yeas have it, and the previous 


esent, 


question is ordered, a quorum being 
i eamendments. The Clerk 


The question now is on agreeing to 
will report the amendments. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 5, after the word “ Laure 
the letter L.“ In the same line. 
word daughter“ insert the word “dependent.” 

75 55 5 were agreed n a 8 

e SPEAKER pro tempore. question is on the engross- 

ment and third reading of the bill. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For what purpose does the gen- 
tleman rise? 


strike out the initial “S.” and insert 
the word Prince” and before the 


to be engrossed. 
uestion was taken, and the bill was ordered to be en 

Mr. ERDMAN. I demand the reading of the engrossed bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia raises the point that the engrossed bill shall be read. The bill 
Mr. PICKLER A pari itary inquiry. This bill 

r. >. amen uiry. is bi ing 
over now, an order having been made for engrossment, the 
bill be in order as unfinished business to-morrow? As J understand, 
it will be in order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That will depend upon whether 
the previous question was ordered upon the toits passage. If 
it was so ordered, it will come up at any time; otherwise not, 
That will depend upon what the Journal shows. The bill will 
have to be laid aside for the present for the purpose of engrossment. 

ELIZA A. FOSS. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8499) granting a pension to Eliza A. Foss. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the previous question on: 
the bill to its passage. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The oe reported from the Committee of the Whole: 
were . 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
JOSEPH PORTER. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
1495) 8 a pension to Joseph Porter, which, as recommen | 
by the Committee of the Whole, was laid on the table. 
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ADAM DENNIS. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4744) to increase the pension of Adam Dennis. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I move to amend that bill by 
striking out, in lines 6and 7, the words ‘‘ Manns, Bedford County, 
Pa., and also striking out the word soldier,“ in line 6, and insert- 

„private.“ 
he amendments were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

LYDIA CHAPMAN. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4608) granting a pension to Lydia Chapman. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to substi- 
tute for that bill the bill of the Senate (S. 1881) granting a pen- 
sion to Lydia Chapman. 

There was no objection, 

The Senate bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The House bill (H. R. 4608) was, by unanimous consent, laid 
on the table. 

ELIZA J. HOLMAN. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6808) for the relief of Eliza J. Holman. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were a to. $ 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

J. J. DAVIS. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2742) to grant a pension to J. J. Davis. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were agreed to. e 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

MARY W. KEEFFE. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 


905) granting a pension to may W. Keeffe. 
The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were agreed to. 


The bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


EMILY ELLIOTT. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5855) granting a pension to Emily Elliot. 

Tue amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were adopted. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to make it read: Granting a pen- 
sion to Emily Elliott.” 


ANNA U. KENDALL. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6895) granting a pension to Anna U. Kendall. 
The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 


Were P to. 8 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker. I desire to have that bill amended 
by inserting in line 7, after the word ' volunteer,” the words and 
pay her a pension of $8 per month.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

JOHN L. BRITTON. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
1276) nting an increase of pension to John L. Britton. 
The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 
BLUFORD REEDER, 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2231) for the relief of Bluford Reeder. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
were agreed to, 

The bill as amended was ordered to be e and read a 


third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


ALEXANDER M’BRIDE, 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6282) to increase the pension of Alexander McBride. 

The amendment recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

MARY T. YOUNG. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6900) increasing the pension of Mary T. 1 

The bill was ordered to be Sin ee and read a third time; and 
Leesan? engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

CHARLOTTE O. VAN CLEVE. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
1883) to grant a pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, widow of Gen. 
Horatio P. Van Cleve. 

Mr. PICKLER. I call the previous question. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from South Da- 

kota moves the previous question upon the bill and amendment 

to final age. : 

z The question haying been put on ordering the previous ques- 
on, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ayes seem to have it. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I call for a division. 

The question being taken again, there were—ayes 75, noes 1, 

Mr. ERDMAN. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (having counted the House). One 
hundred andseventy-nine gentlemen are present—a quorum. The 
ayes have it; and the previous question is ordered. The questio 
is upon agreeing to the amendment. ‘ 

Mr. ERD Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair was in error. There 
is no amendment peoa to the bill, 

Mr. ERDMAN. I understand that there are fifteen minutes for 
debate on this question. 

7 5 PICKL This bill was debated in Committee of the 
ole. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands that the 
bill was debated in the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ERDMAN. The RECORD will show that there was no de- 
bate on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Was not the report read? 

Mr. ERDMAN. The report was read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That was debate. k 

Mr. PICKLER. I should like to inquire, if in order, what the 
gentleman—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate is not in order. 

The question being taken, the bill was ordered to a third reading, 

Mr. ERDMAN. I demand the presence of the engrossed bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a Senate bill. Thisis the 
ar copy. 

e bill waa read the third time, and ed. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill Ge R. 
5425) to grant a pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, widow of Gen. 
Horatio P. Van Cleve. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This bill is a House bill, similar 
in its provisions to the Senate bill just passed. The Committee of 
the Whole reported this bill with the recommendation that it be 
laid on the table. Without objection, that action will be taken. 

There was no objection. 

JOHN W. POGUE. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4875) ting a pension to John W. Pogue. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. . 


JOHN W. BRUNER. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
7240) granting a pension to John W. Bruner, late of Company F 
Secon ei boa Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Company G, irst 
Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, and the United States Signal 
Corps. 

The amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar was read, and agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The amendment to the title recommended by the Committee of 
the Whole, to make the title read ‘‘A bill granting a pension to 
John W. Bruner,” was agreed to. 

ELISHA B, BASSETT. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8503) to correct the military record of Elisha B. Bassett. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
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MARION M’KIBBEN. = 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 684) 
granting an increase of pension to Marion McKibben. 

The bill was read. 7 

Mr. PICKLER. I demand the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ə gentleman from South Da- 
kota moves the previous question on the bill and amendment to 


passage. 
The previous question was ordered. ` 
The amendment was agreed to; and the bill as amended was 
ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


THOMAS J. THORP. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8945) aes pongan to Thomas J. Thorp, late private in Com- 
pan E Third Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 

The bill and amendment were read. 

Mr. PICKLER. I demand the geroan question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. e gentleman from South Da- 
kota moves the previous question upon the bill and amendment to 
final 


The ese tS question was ordered. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill as amended was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

he amendment to the title reported from the Committee of 
the Whole, to make the title read A bill granting a pension to 
Thomas J. Thorp,” was agreed to. 


SARAH A. ASPOLD. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1505) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah A. Aspold, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole with an amendment. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was Topey to 
and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being read the third time, it was passed. 

RICHARD s. PHILLIPS. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5670) to increase the pension of Richard S. Phillips, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole with an amendment. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was to, 
and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


MARY PELHAM.. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4264) granting a pension to Mary Pelham, reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole with an amendment. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to 
and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN T. BREWSTER. 

The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8884) for the relief of John T. Brewster, reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole with an amendment in the nature of a sub- 
stitute. 

Mr. PICKLER. I demand the previous question to the pas- 

e of the bill. 
he previous question was ordered, under the operation of which 
the amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, and 


the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


THOMAS POLLOCK. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
2176) granting a pension to Thomas Pollock, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole with an amendment. + 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 
and the bill as amended ordered to a third reading; and being read 
the third time, it was passed. 

BENNETT S. SHAUG. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1018) to increase the pension of Bennett S. Shaug, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole with an amendment. 

The amendment recommended by the committee nelle, (gt to, 
and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed and a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

X SAMUEL M’KINSEY. 


The next unfinished business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4620) granting a pension to Samuel McKinsey, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole with an amendment. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 
and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed and r a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the motion be entered: 
to reconsider and lay on the table in all cases where it has not 
8 been made with reference to the bills just acted upon on 

e Cale 


ndar of unfinished business. 
The SPEAKEK pro tempore. Without objection, that order 
will be made. i 


Mr. ERDMAN. 1 object. 

Mr. PICKLER. Then, Mr. Speaker, I move to reconsider the 
various votes taken on the bills just considered on the Calendar 
of unfinished business, and also move that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. MAHON. Mr. 8 er, I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union for the consideration of bills on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agrees to. > 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Lacey in the chair. 


THOMAS B. REED. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the first bill on the 
Calendar, 

The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
129) for the relief of Thomas B. Reed. ; 

The bill was read, as follows: N 

Be it enacted, etc., That the claim of Thomas B. Reed, who served as ser- 
geant, first sergeant, and first lieutenant Fifth Pennsylvania Reserve Co 
and captain Two hundred and fifth Pennsylvania Vo! antaa; of the Uni 
States Army, in the late war of the rebellion, for a balance o earned 
by him in the suppression of said rebellion, and during his entire time of sery- 
ice in the said Army, and not paid to him, be. and the same is hereby, referred 
to the Court of for due investigation; and jurisdiction is hereby con- 
ferred upon said court to rendera judgment, irrespective of the lapse 
for the amount, if any, found due by it of the United States upon the sai 


Mr. MAHON. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Lask to have the report read in my time. 

Mr. MAHON. Allright. 

The report (by Mr. MAHON) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 129) 
for the relief of Thomas B. Reed, report: 

Reed served as an enlisted man in the Fifth Pe lyania Reserve Co 
Volunteers, United States Army, from June 5, 1861, to 5, 1863, when he 
was honorably dischar; for promotion and commissioned first lieutenant 


in said corps and served the: till June 2, 1865; next he was commissioned 
second lieutenant, 5 Infantry, United States Army, July 22, 1867, 
and from then to June 1878, he served as a commissioned officer in the 


United States Army. During the whole time he served as such commissioned 
officer the followin; e of law were, respectively, in force: 

“That every co oned officer of the line or staff, exclusive of general 
officers, shall be entitled to receive one additional ration per diem for every 
five years he may have served or serve in the Army of the United States. 
(5 U. S. Stat., section 15, page 258, act of July 5, 1838.) 

“There be allowed and to each commissioned officer below the 
rank of brigadier-general, including chaplains and others having assimila 
rank or pay. 10 per cent of their current yearly pay foreach term of 
rs! of service.“ (Act of July 15, 1870, now n of the Revised 8 
utes. 

He was — for his services in the said intervals of time between March 5, 
J and June 18, 1878, merely what other officers of his were generally 
paid; and he was paid or allowed nothing whatever in these two intervals of 
time on account of his said prior length of services in the United States Army 
as an enlisted man. For this reason he alleges he was short paid for his sery- 
ices rendered during these two intervals between March 5, 1863, and June 18, 
1878, partially in the suppression of the late rebellion, and requests the pas- 
sage of this bill, the sole object of which is to remove any statutab!e limita- 
tion bar that exista, or may exist, to 3 the Court of Claims from hear - 
ing and determining his demand in the premises as if it accrued within six 


years. 

The commutation value or price thus put in controversy of the one addi- 
tional ration per diem for every five years of prior service computes to about 
the sum of . and your committee, having fully considered the matter, can 
see no reason why the question involved should not be heard and determined, 
as this officer requests, in the Court of Claims. 

Your committee would further observe that this bill nowise asks Congress 
to determine the justness of this claim (which is for a balance of wages for 
military services rendered by a distinguished officer); it only asks 
for what is frequently granted by it to the capitalists and property claimant, 
and that is that the claimant may go before a competent Tribunal, and prove 
the justness of his claim if he can.“ 

The committee recommend that the bill do pass. 
_ Mr. DOCKERY. I did not catch the reading of the bill. Does 
it authorize the Court of Claims to render a judgment? 

Mr. MAHON. No; it merely involves a question of law. Tho 
bill passed both Houses in the last Congress, but not in time to 
receive the signature of the President. It involves no appropri- 
ation. 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. i 


JAMES BIGLER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
3313) for the relief of James Bigler. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of War be, and is hereby, authorized 
and directed to cause to be investigated by the E 


ve 


of the United States Army the alleged destruction and 3 the e 
States raged S — of the United States are ike 
May rtain 


ces thereon, the status of the ane Be 
omar the circumstances of the ae. and 
permission it wus gph Sais d Wh. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I hope we shall have the report 
read in that case. 
The report (by Mr. HURLEY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 318) 
for the relief of James Bigler. — the following report: 
H This confers pee u — — ry of War to have the a e 
james in ou Quarte: n e 
Army, to report 5 e With ng Parsley Wi ie veers „ to Con- 


gress for its action min the pre 
The Sar isfor 3 oder ropni and carers of — 
0 — lers a. ws tang uring the period from May 
Briefly facta in the case are as follows: 
In the sprin eG wa claimant 2 2.400 acres of timber land situated 
at Rippon in York County, = the sow 5 ot 225 Vork River, nearly 
a between West Point and Yorktown, V. mediately there- 


after he entered into on of said property a 
ments thereon, inclu A 
; y with 
fi en i ery; 5 
store and tenement houses, es and other buildings; ‘that as the land was 
cleared off it was put in — — for cultivation, fenced, and a large porti 
of it FOE aon in trees. 


. — 1 


s authorities, Short! 
„Vu; that on the 4th and Sth of May, , Bigle: 
eins who paca thereon cotton sae 


ene with 1 
said mill, bricxyard, pier, and 
ty named occurred at different sania between ns dth of May, 
, 1885, when Mr. pirer was putin of th 

authorities : that during the period w 

said Federal authorities, from May 4. 

veer down and a for firewood, the 


being overrun by stock in consequence 

— w had inclosed them. As 

Confederate forces vacated said property 
(See affidavit-of John Parker.) 

2 there can be no question. He was born and brought 
York, and has always retained his citizenship therein. 
late war he was connected the Navy Department and was 

A most t trusted agents.and 


contractors. 
, therefore, that the losses thus sustaineđ by Mr. 


0957 Mr. Biglers 10) 
in — 5 of 


one of 


It will ne 
not the result of paar or inadvertence, but were Aire and ale ans 
th esign of the Federal ey ruct- 
our 


thin the constitutional 
rivate property shall [not be] taken for AE use > without just com- 


provides 


Bu bstantially the same are involved in this claim asare involved 
in that for they relief of heirs of Edmund Wolf, which has been Ayane fa- 
EE aaa: rg aa by this committee. ills H. R. 7963. Report No. 1504, 

3 and H. R. 3333, Report No. Fifty-second Congress.) 

On the qu on, Isastate bound to indenmity in viduals for the 
they ha ve sustained in war? your committee invite attention tothe follow: 
extracts from a report made by the late Senator Howe, of Wisconsin, to nae 

mgress: 


Forty-second COo: 

“Among the text writers. Vattel discusses the taat A gene Is the state 
bound to to indemnify individuals for the damage th ve sustained in war? 
Such damages [he says] are of two kinds—those done by the state itself, or 
the sovereign. und those done hy the enemy. Of the kind, some are 
done deliberately and by way of precaution, as when afield, a house, a en, 
belonging to a private person, is taken forthe purpose of erecting on — 
a town rampart, or any other piece of fortification,or 8 
vor his uses, are per ed, to prevent their of use to the —— 
Such are to be e good to the individual, who should bear on 


the quota of the loss.“ 
The — author speaks of caused 8 necessity, and he 
5 


the destruction 
cə 


sE oaan 3 one is the result 
of accident, the other is the result o jp raag he sove: , clothed with 
the right to make war, has one right to march troops and to guns. 
which are the result of such lawful acts do not constitute a ground of 
m. But whatever Emery the government takes from its own obedient 
subjects for the more effi: tprosecution of the war should be compensated 
—— no matter whether it bef fed to the cuvalry horses, powder burned, 
ber used ou the f cations, houses removed to make way for such for- 
tiftcations: or hemes destroyed to make them more secure. 

Grotius asserts the same 3 He says: 

“The king may in two Wa ive his subjects of their right, either by 
way of punishment or by vir of his eminent power. Bue 1. e do soin the 
last way, it must be for some public advantage, and then the subject ht 
to receive, if possible, a just satisfaction for the loss — suffers out ot 
common stock.“ 

Again he says: 
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reference to the liabilities of the United States growing out of the late war. 
He writes with extreme caution, but even he asserts that— 


“If the private of loyal citizens, inhabitants of loyal States, is 
soe erat — arp e 3 ‘or the af supplying our: es 
to aid in cuting a — — a public enemy. verument 


3 . compensation therefor to the owner.“ 


reer — ceo „67275... own foe ee 
—— of the comm Justice requires at thoy should be fairly 
C Again he aya: forit Oth ‘Oth public burdens would be shared uneq 

n he says. 


It ‘oar be disused, removed, or —— 8 te pro 
erty may be the bost publio use it can be put to. — ty 
a private as toendanger our forts 

ariver. To demolish that bridge for military purposes would be to appro- 


Judicial authority is not not Jess 5 Ning that of the text writers. 
Grant us. The United States (1 ) the oe Sn. 
hay dee yer A safely be assumedas the, settles and tal law Christian 
and civilized states that governments are bound to make just indemuity to 
the citizen or subject whenever private property is taken for the public good, 
convenience, or safe’ 


F 2 FB 
in Arizona mere 5 to prevent it from falling 

In the case ws. Harmony, 13 Howard. page 115, Chief 
Justice ane, Sa oor ag the opinion of the 3 

“There are. without doubt, SE sey, secre in which 8 napig may occa- 
sionally be taken possession of or destroyed to —— 2 into 
se hands of the Sora prano — and —.— where a — = = a 

a particular impress private D peopel eae ublic serv. 

or take it for — np use. Un 3 in such cases the othe pui 
bound to make full compensa owner.” 


If, as the above authorities 3 the a —— t poy for the property of 


a citizen destroyed to prevent it from he hands. of an enemy, a 
fortiori,shonid the state pay for property: . 
from ge fling into the kaaro an enem, 


gongs has Gon in strict accord with the princi- 

rE eee ea 
n ean 

— — denke fe Ne war of the Revolution was fought nacre 


taking for 
blic use without ion, The troops for that war were 
y the several States. aid not assume ‘the obligation of 
com) for authorit; 


expense, to 
such reitet to their citizens, who ma; = have been injured as aforesaid as or 
may th think ae ee and if it shall hereafter appear reasonable that the 
should make any allowance to any particular State, which 
yond others, that the allowance ought to be deter- 


ee e with that seeclution, when, in 1818. eres Lene BOR ETS 
eee, for compensation to be made to them F ‘or p ty burned and 
sen on Long Island — the American Army on 9 —— of the 
British forces = August, 1776, the Committee on Revolutionary Claims of the 
House denied the prayer, not upon the ground that compensation should not 
be made, but upon the e und that the sufferers ought to have a 
pealed =a the State of w York for such compensation. And, 3 
ding the resolution of 784. Co pass an act for the relief of an 
in Wilmington, of which the following is a copy: 
“That as an indemnification to the corporation of trustees of the public 
mmar school and academy of Wilmington, in the State of Delaware, for 
the use and yy © United Stat said school, n ae N A done 22 —.— same 
troops of the es during the war, 
on of C ——— ‘tion, 8 
any unappropriated in the Treasury of the United States, which com- 
96 ary.” 


e number of claims 
e were compensated 15 ‘erence is made to a 


An appropriation was made to William H. Washington, to 
re Bs a Bous situate near the west end of the Potomac bridge, an whieh —— 
by order of an officer of the United States.“ The facts of the 
ne teens ted, were that a corporal was placed in c e of the house, 
containing a quantity of public stores, with directions from superior offi- 
blow np the house in case of an attack by enemy. pore guns 
fired on the o te side of the river, he apprehended an attack, and accord- 
ingly blew upi estores. The committee reported that, at baing of opinion “the 
cer tow. Toe ae blic stores were committed thought it prudent 
and proper to destroy ouse and stores to prevent the jar as Bid comin; 
into possession of the the — the petitioner should be paid the value of 


for 
few: 


house.“ He was 
In 1867 an act was to FFT 
fax CORTA Va. — destroyed. ＋ committee reported. 
ers, and to prevent its being used 
attack _ — as a 


point for observation. 
In 5 act maki 
an he Duft 
versity for buildings destroy 
authority. They were destroyed db 
required to make com 
accident, it is dificult 


„ 
“Tat act act was apptoved by 


on to the — Uni- 


destroyed by design. 1 hat act was approv by ent Grant. 
One oth e is worthy of notice. The case of Mitchell 
vs. Harmony r been referred to. In that case the “aking, 


the 00d wee taken by military are — a consequence 


was unnecessary, and therefore cer in command to ears 
compensation for the loss of the But Con Segoe inasmuch as 
the officer acted in good faith, and for what he ‘the interests of 
the Biagio the Government ht to protect ae re t the conse- 
quences of istake. ‘ore assumed the defense of the 


Congress 
officer before the Su remo Opam; and when judgment was finally rendered 
retin ment of it. ; “ 


the fore ts ut be added. Not 
0 en ma a grent many might be astute. 
has been found controverting the 
Whiting, by the Court of Claims, 


1896. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside the bill to 


be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that this bill 
opens up a very lirge and dangerous field, if I understand the 
scope of it. I think it would be well to have it pretty carefully 
examined. As I understand, it is a bill to give compensation for 
the destruction of private property in military o tions within 
the theater of war. My understanding is that this took place in 
Virginia, within the field of active military operations. that is 
the character of the bill, if the Government is called upon to pay 
damages for pores destroyed by military operations, it seems 
to me we shall have a 8 large expenditure to provide for. 

I know the case of William and Mary College is sometimes 

uoted as a precedent, but that was a purely sentimental case, and 

e House, in voting compensation, put it rather on the ground 
that it was an educational institution, which, under the peculiar 
circumstances, should have special recognition. I was not aware 
that we had, with both eyes open, ever made an 8 to 
pay for the destruction of property in the actual operations of 
war—in the theater of war. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Do I understand the gentleman from Maine 
to say that this bill proposes an appropriation of that sort? 

Mr. DINGLEY. It may be that I have misunderstood it, but 
that is ny understanding, and I rose to ask to be informed exactly 
what it is. - 

Mr. DOCKERY. If so, it would seem to be a new departure. 

Mr. DINGLEY. It seems to me, if I understand it, that it is 
evidently a new ip os She Of course it may be said that the 
William and Mary College matter afforded a precedent; but we all 
understand how that bill was got through the House, on purely 
sentimental grounds, and it strikes me that we must be very care- 
ful about recognizing claims for the destruction of property within 
the scene of military operations. Therefore I have risen to ascer- 
tain a little more definitely what this bill is. I do not know who 
has charge of the bill. It may be that in hastily reading the first 
part of the report I have not got the meaning of it. 

Mr. ODELL. This bill carries no appropriation, but merely 
refers the matter to the Secretary of War for investigation. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I know that, but it is the entering wedge for 
an appropriation, and we have not done even that with our eyes 
wide open. We have not even authorized an investigation, where 

roperty has been destroyed in the theater of war,in the opera- 
ons of war. 

Mr. ODELL. I will say to the gentleman from Maine that I 
would have no objection to the insertion of an amendment which 
would preclude the investigation if it should be found to be in the 
theater of war. 

; Mr. DINGLEY. Donot the facts stated in the report show that 
t was? 

Mr. ODELL. No; I do not think so. s 

Mr. DINGLEY. it was in Virginia, where military operations 
were going on. i 

Mr. ODELL. It may have been in a part of Virginia that was 
not in the theater of war. 

IP SWANSON. Portions of Virginia were not in the theater 

War. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The bill seems to be for the relief of a New 
Yorker who owned property within the theater of war. 

Mr. DIN GLE. That does not make any difference. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly not. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I have called attention to this without having 
read the report carefully, because we must be very careful about 
allowing an entering wedge for payment for 1 said ga f destroyed 
in the theater of war in military operations, we are going into 
that sort of business, then instead of raising an extra fifty million 
or seventy-five million of dollars to meet the deficiency, we shall 
be obli to raise many times that sum. 

Mr. ODELL. Mr. Chairman, in order to give time for investi- 
gation, I ask that this bill be passed over without losing its place 
on the Calendar, so that this question may be answered. I am 
not familiar enough with the question m to be able to answer. 

Mr. CANNON. What is the request? 

The CHAIRMAN. That the bill be passed over without preju- 


ce. 
Mr. DINGLEY. I have no objection at all to that. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


OFFICERS AND CREWS OF THE UNITED STATES GUNBOATS KINEO 
A AND CHOCURA. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
$294) for the relief of the officers and crews of the United States 
gunboats Kineo and Chocura. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the sum of 474.72 be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, out of any money in the ary not otherwise aj y 
to pay to the officers and crews of the Uni States gunboats Kineo an 


_ Chocura who were engaged in duty thereon in the year 1864 their pro rata 
~ shares thereof, being for salvage money, their due on account of saving and 


taking up f -nine bales of cotton, said amount having been realized from 
the sale of said cotton and the same conyerted into the United States 
Treasury. 


Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, I would like to hear 
the report read in that case. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the gentleman that 
there are 88 pages in this report. Does the gentleman desire it 
read in his time? 

Mr. FISCHER. Mr. Chairman, this report itself only contains 
two pages. The rest is an appendix. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the report in the time 
of the gentleman from Illinois. 

The report (by Mr. HURLEY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8294) 
for the relief of the officers and crews of the United States gunboats Kineo 
and Chocura, submit the following report: 

The committee find the facts to be as follows: 

In 1854 four Conterlerate steamers ran the blockade out of Galveston Har- 
bor. Texas, viz, Harriet Lane, Matagorda, Isabel, and Suwanee. One of the 
United States gunboats, the Katahdue, saw them and gave chase. The four 
blockade runners were in plain sight, but were too fast for the Katahdue, and 
soon left her hull down, except the Mata; la, to which phe got so close ya 
to prevent capture her crew threw overboard into the Gulf of Mexico over 
200 bales of cotton. Several of the United States vessels picked up this 
and sold it in New Orleans; many wero washed ashore on Galveston 
Island. The cotton picked up by the Kineo and Chocura, as soon as placed 
upon the levee at New Orleans, was seized by the United States marshal, and 
the following proceedings had: 

1. 


District court of the United States of America for the eastern ‘district of 
Louisiana, holding session in the city of New Orleans, May term, A. D. 1864. 
New Orleans, Wednesday, the 27th day of July, 1864, court met pursuant to 

adjournment. Present, the Hon, Edward H. Durell, judge. 

[United States vs. Forty-nine Bales of Cotton. No. 7884. 
This cause came up for trial. District attorney for libelants; C. Roselins, 


.. for claimants. 
“When, after hearing the pleadings, evidence, and agreements, the court con- 
sidering that this is not acase 5 of salvage, that 30 were saved 
by the officers and crew of the U. S. gunboat Kineo and 19 bales by the officers 
and crew of the U. S. gunboat Chocura, 

It is ordered, adjudged, and decreed, That, after deducting the costs and 
charges to be taxed, three-fourths of the net p: judged to the 
salvors; that is to say, two-fourths to the officers and crews of the aforesaid 
gunboats Kineo and Chocura in proportion to the number of bales saved by 
each vessel respectively, and one-fourth to be kept in the N goed 2 for one 
year and a day, unless sooner claimed by the owners, and if not claimed 
within that period the court will make such further order as the nature of 
the case may require. 

And it is further ordered, That tho registrar of the court be authorized to 
withdraw from the First National Bank of New Orleans the funds deposited 
in this cause by the marshal, for the purpese of distributing the same in 
accordance with the peor cure 

True copy from the minutes of July 27, 1864. 

CLERK'S OFFICE, May 15, 1866. 

2. 


District court of the United States of America for the eastern district of 
Louisiana, holding session in the city of New Orleans, May term, A. D. 1864. 


New Orleans, Wednesday, the 34 day of August, 1884, court met pursuant 
toadjournment. Present, the Hon. Edward H. Durell, judge. 


{United States vs. Forty-nine Bales of Cotton. No. 7834.] 
It is ordered, e dar and decreed that after deducting from the gross 
proceeds, amo be — E Z 


un „787.50, 
The costs, fees, and c heretofore taxed, amoun o $1, 788. 07 
The judgment favor gunboat Xineo for two-fourths on 80 bales , 6387.58 
The judgment favor gunboat Chocura for two-fourths on 19 bales... 4,887.13 
The judgment favor United States for one-fourth on whole net pro- 


True copy from the minutes of August 3, 1864. 


CLERK'S OFFICE, May 10, 1866. 
[SEAL.] 


R. LOEW, Deputy Clerk. 
8. 


District court of the United States of America for the eastern district of 
Louisiana, holding session in the city of New Orleans, February term, A. D. 


Court met pursuant to adjournment. Present, Hon. Edward H. Durell, 


judge, 
[United States vs. Forty-nine Bales of Cotton. No. 7884] 


On motion of John R. Goodloe, United States attorney, and on suggesting 
wes om the 27th day of July, 1864, this honorable court decreed—( Recites Order 


0. . 
And on further su ting that the delay allowed has elapsed, and thatno 
one has appeared ‘ant claimed said one-fourth proceeds of the derelict pro- 


rty, 
88 adjudged, and decreed, That the remaining one-fourth, amounting 
to $6,287.36, less $6 cost, to be paid into the Treasury of the United States, as 


provided by law. 
CLERK's OFFICE. 
A true copy from the minutes of April 24, 1866. 
R. LOEW, Deputy Clerk. 


Afterw: to wit, on the 2d . November, A. D. 1888, claim was made 
to the honorable 8 of the Treasury for settlement and payment of 
the amount claimed, to wit, $12,474.72, in answer to which the following letter 
was received: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., November 24, 1888. 

Sır: The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, inclos- 
bag ths application of Charles A. for lf and others for the 
of 30 bales of cotton picked up at sea by the 898 Ki neo in the year 1864. 

e 


It a from the presented in case that, in a in 
the United States distro, court for the eastern district of Loulsiana, at 
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May term, 1864, in the case of the United States vs. Forty-nine Bales of Cotton, 
two-fourths of the not proceeds of the 20 bales of cotton referred to decreed to 
the officers and crew of the Kineo as salyage; one-fourth of such proceeds to 
the United States, and the remaining one-fourth was ordered to be kept in the 
phe gui Pid the court for a year and one day, and if not claimed by the own- 
ers within that period the same was to be subject to the further order of the 
cour 


t. 

It also appears that after the delay allowed had elapsed and no one appear- 
ing te phe the same, the said one-fourth was, by order of the court, paid 
into the United States Treasury. 

The matter having thus been adjudicated by the court, and the money 

g tributed having been covered into the Treasury, the account- 
ing officers would have no authority to settle and pay any the 
portion adju to the Unit3d States, nor against the portion set apart to 
the owners and afterwards paid intotho Treasury without being first.appro- 
priated D onure for the benefit of the c) ants. Under the circum- 
stances, refore, it sooms that any relief the officers and crew of the Kineo 
may be entitled to in the premises can be obtained only through Congress. 

e pt inclosed with your letter are herewith returned. 


tfully, yours, 
I. H. MAYNARD, Assistant Secretary. 

Jonx C. STARK WEATHER, Esq: 

1420 New York avenue, Wi ington, D.C. 

This claim is made under the prize act of June 90. 1864, which provides for 
the distribution of salvage, etc., accruing or awarded to a v among the 
officers and men entitled thereto. The act of June sabes provides for the 

tion of the N c of money to the captors. 

The act of June 40, 1864, provides for salvage in case of recapture, and the 

clause of section No. 2 reads as follows: The whole amount awarded 
as salv. shall be decreed to the captors, and no part to the United States, 
and shail be distributed as in the caso of p of property condemned 
as prize.” This became a law June 80, 1864, just twenty-seven days prior to 
the decree of the court which was rendered J my 27, 1864, as herein stated. 
This being the case, said court decree is void abso. utely. and the payment of 
the sum ed into the Treasury of the United States is a wrong against 
these claimants, and should be repaid to them at once as provided by law. 


Your committee, in view of the foregoing statement of facts, report back 
the bill and recommend its passage. 

The committee attach hereto the acts of Co: of June 8, 1874, and June 
8 statement of vessels Ley ae and destroyed for violation of the 
bl o or in battle from May, 1861, to May. 1865; miscellaneous captures; 

rizes adjudicated, from the commencement of the rebellion to November 1, 
Ties: of prizes adjudicated to May 1, 1868, and ask that it be printed as an 
appendix of this report. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1524) to execute the findings of the Court of Claims in the matter 
of William B. Isaacs & Co. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Treasury be. and he is hereby, 
authcrized and directed to pay to William B. Isaacs & Co., out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $16,087, the same being 
the amount found by the Court of to be the oh adhe pipe part Delon: 

when taken by the United States, to the Bank of Virginia of gold 
coin taken on of by the United States on or about the 23d day of Au- 
pr A. D. 1865, and which coin has ever since been, and now is, held by the 
nited States, and to which moneys, by the findings of said court, the said 
William B. Isaacs & Co. are now, in law and — entitled as ee, the 
said tind of the Court of Claims having made in a p ng and 
trialin said court authorized by Sree gure resolution of Con of the 8d day 
of January, A. D. 1387 (twenty-fourth volume United Sta Statutes, page 
644), to be instituted in said court against the United States. 


Mr. CANNON. The report had better be read, Mr, Chair- 
man. 
The report (by Mr. Manon) was read, as follows: 


The Committeo on War pea ee to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1524) 
entitled “A bill to execute the fin of the Court of Claims,” respectfully 
report the same.and recommend that it fo pace. 

e bill bg dys that the Secretary of the Treasury shall pay to William 
B. Isaacs & Co, the sum of a8 0 the same Krai he amount found by 
the Court of Claims to be due 5 . Isaacs & Co. in their 


facts are these: Certain banks of Virginia sent their coin to 

n, in the State of aor for safe-keepi and after 
the war, to wit, on the 234 of August, 1865, the sum of about $100,000 was 
taken possession of by the troops sent to Geo: after the war. The Union 
had ber tothe claimants 


ts are 
of the fund in the Treasury, proponon 


to and is now owned by the claimants in this suit, who are equitably 
entitled to the same. 
The remainder of the fund, being the sum of $78,270.40, is the property. of 
the United States, the title never havin to said banks. and the claim- 
ants not having derived any claim or title inand through said judicial pro- 


oa 
. BY THE COURT. 


JUNE 22, 1893. 

Thus it ap that neither the United States nor any other ty has the 
slightest c to said sum of $16,887.88, and that it is the rightful property of 
the claimants. Thercfore, we feel that the Government is in duty bound to 
return this money to the just owners thereof, as ascertained by the Cou t of 
Claim: 5 Therefore, your committee recommend that the bill do pass, without 
amendments. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 


GEORGE M’ALPIN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1353) for the relief of Geo: McAlpin, to repay to him moneys 
unlawfully collected from him by the United States. 

The bill was read, as follows: i 

Whereas George McAlpin was the sutler of the Eleventh Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry during the years 1862, 1863, 1864. and 1885, and was during 

ose years required by the United States, at the United States custom-house 
at Baltimore, Md., to pay the sum of 3 per cent on the value of all of the sup- 
plies shipped to him during said years within the lines of the Army; and 

Whereas he was thus wfully and unjustly required to pay to the United 
States, and did thus D unjustly pay, the sum of e being 
3 per cent on 5230. 208. 20, to the United. States, as appears by the ks of the 
custom-house at Baltimore, Md.: Therefore 

Be it exacted, etc., That the Treasurer of the United States is hereby di- 
rected to pay to the said narge oka out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, thesum of $6,906.18. 


Mr. CANNON. Read the report. 
The report (by Mr. Manon) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1358) 


for the relief of George Me Alpin, submit the following 


This claim was presented in the Fifty-third Congress, and Was favorably 
8 upon by the House Committee on War Claims, to whom it was 
referred. 

After a careful hao of the facts involved 


our committee adopt 
rd Congress, a copy thereof 150 


ing hereto attached 
do pass. 
vidence be ttee money now 
claimed A shoes paid under protest, and that protest was made at the time of 
payment, 
House Report No. 52, Fifty-third Congress, first session.] 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2042) 

for the relief of George McAlpin, report as follows: 

case was referred to the Committee on War Claims of the Fifty-second 
Congress, and was favorably reported upon by that committee. After an 
iny m of the facts involved, the report of that committee is adopted, 
a copy thereof being attached hereto, and your committee ä tho 
passage of the bill. 3 

[House Report No. 2188. Fifty-second Congress, second session.] 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8200 
for the relief of George McAlpin, to repay him moneys unlawfully collec 
from papy the United States, y make the following report: 

Geo: cAlpin was appointed sutler of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cay- 
alry in November, 1882, and served in that capacity down to the close of the 
war, in 1865. His appointment was made under the act of March 19, 1: 
viding for the appointment of sutlers for each nt in the publicservice. 
This regiment served in the Army of the James, in the State of 1 
sutler hs was required to purchase goods, which he did mostly in the city o 
Baltimore, from which city they were shipped through the lines to the point 
where the ent was in service, under re: pirre such service, 
Between the 34 of November, 1862, and the 12th of , 1865, Mr. McAlpin 
purchased sutler's stores, pay. in Baltimore, vided for in said act and 
the revised schedules provided for therein, and had them consigned to him- 
self at different points in the State of V: ia—Old Point, Newport News, 
Suffolk, Portsmouth, Norfolk, Yorktown, Williamsburg, Bermuda Hundre 
Fort Monroe, and other points. Between these dates he purchased and shi 
poss to the amount of $235,074.69, which were 3 through the c — 

ouse at Baltimore. The amount of stores so shipped appears from the cer- 
tified statements from the custom house at Baltimore. 

Under the fifth section of an act entitled An act further to provide for the 
collection of duties on imports, and for other purposes,“ it is Provided 

“ That the President may, in his discretion, license and permit commercial 
intercourse with any such part of a State or section the inhabitants of which 
are so declared in the state of insurrection, in such articles, and for such time, 
and by such persons as he in his discretion may think most conducive to the 
paano interest, and such intercourse, so far as by him licensed, shall be con- 

ucted and carried on only in pursuance of rules and regulations prescribed 
by the Secre of the Treasury. And the Secretary of the Treasury may 
appoint such officers at places where officers of the customs are not now 
authorized by law as may be needed to carry into effect such licenses, rules, 
and regulations, and officers of the customs and other officers shall receive 
for services under this section and under said rules and regulations such fees 
am e as are now allowed for similar service under other provi- 

ms of law.” 

Under the provisions of this act certain pis Seay] were prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and, among others, one with reference to the 
transfer or clearing of sutiers' goods through the custom-house. 

Under the heading “Sutlers’ permits, how obtained and upon what condi- 
tions.“ is regulation 24, as follows: 

“Permits will be granted to sutlers to e yds to the regiments sutlered 
by them such articles as they are authori to sell free of the 5 per cent 
fee; but no permit will be granted toa sutler except on presentation to the 
proper permit officer of the original certificate of his a tment, or the 
commanding officer of his regiment, countersigned by the division com- 
mander thereof, and an application and affidavit in the form prescribed. 
Transportation shall not be permitted to any sutler of any amount of goods 
expanding $2.500 per month, nor for over two months“ supply at one time, 
nor for any goods except such as he is by law and War Department orders 
allowed to deal in.” 

Trade regulation 42: 

“ Fee for permit so to purchase or sell and transport toor from such district 
other products, goods, wares, or merchandise, 6 per cent on the sworn in- 
voice value thereof at the place of shipment. Fes for each permit for indi- 
eee family, or plantation supplies on every purchase over $20 and not over 

, 5 ce 2 


le fo 


nall 
intment and the regulations thereunder, above prescribed. 
eof the custom house officers at the custom-house in Baltimore 
Mr. McAlpin was charged 5 per cent and 3 per cent fees on all such shipments 
through the custom-house, charging them him as a trader instead of under 


the regulation above mentioned for sutlers. The amount of ments 80 
made was 86,906.18. 8 


1896. 


Under the above acts of Congress and the regulations mentioned no fees 
mld have been charged on sutler's goods, such as were shipped by Mr. 
ee through the custom-house at. Baltimore. and therefore amount 
15 y him to the Government, to wit, the said sum of $6,996.18, was wrong- 
ally collected from him, as there was no law or regulation of the Treasury 
‘authorizing such collections. 

Your committes find from the evidence adduced before them that the said 
sum was paid to the United States through the custom-house at Baltimore 
without any warrant of law. fs 

Your committee also find, from the evidence adduced, that Mr. McAlpin 
fully complied with all the laws, rules, and regulations governing the duties 
of sutlers and paid all the legal fees and taxes relating to the office of army 
sutler, and therefore respectfully recommend the passage of this bill. . 

The CHAIRMAN. Thequestion is on laying aside the bill with 
a favorable recommendation. y 3 

Mr.PARKER. Mr. Chairman, is there anyone who will explain 
this bill to the House? 4 

Mr. MAHON. I have charge of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. d . ? : 

Mr. MAHON. Mr. Chairman, the way I became identified with 
this bill, not particularly as chairman of the Committee on War 
Claims, was this: In the Fifty-third Congress this old gentleman, 
who is not a constituent of mine, but who lived here in this city, 
called upon Mr. Wolverton, who was a distinguished member of 
that Congress, and myself and, after two or three hours’ consulta- 
tion, prevailed on us to bring his claim before Con: Weboth 
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that if years ago I had collected of him $6,000, and if he could 
convince me now, even after thirty years, that I had collected it 
unjustly and unlawfully, I would not only return him the money, 
but I would return it with interest if I could. 

Mr. PARKER. That might be proper, if I had not charged it 
up in my expenses and made profits beyond that amount in my 
business by means of the privileges thus secured. Sutlers, I be- 
lieve, 5 1 added their expenses to their prices. 

Mr. MAHON. That is no answer. This man went into a dan- 
gerous business, and if he did make $5,000 or 810, 000 ont of it, that 
is no good reason why this Government should take that money 
from him. Now, there is no doubt whatever about the facts in 
this case. After a thorough investigation by my colleague, Mr. 
Wolverton, and myself, and by the customs officers in the Treas- 
ury, we have become entirely satisfied that this $6,000 was taken 
from this man without any authority of law. The Government 
collected not only the 5 per cent, which was quite right, but also the 
3 per cent which was authorized to be charged up to traders but 
not to sutlers. 

Mr. COX. Let me ask the gentleman a question. Suppose the 
Government officers did collect that money and this man hae 
goods on the market under the privileges which he enjoyed, does 
not the gentleman think that he 1 regulated his profits 
according to the amount of tax and other expenses that he had to 


investigated it very thoroughly, getting from the Treasury Depart- | Pay 


ment and from the custom-house at timore all the necessary 
data to find whether this old man’s claim vas a just one or not. 
He was then 83 years of age. We found him without friends, A 
kind lady, no relative of his, kept him at her home at Hyattsville. 
She took him there and kept him there three years, until he died, 
about two months ago. 

Now, there is no question about the fact that the custom- 
house at Baltimore collected the same customs and duties off this 
man that they would off a trader. The act of Congress and the 
rules and regulations of the Treasury Department regulating 
sutlers doing business, with the Army of the Potomac especially, 
fixed what fees they were to pay. They were to pay 5 per cent 
on all goods transmitted from the cities of Baltimore or Phila- 
delphia, or other Northern ports. This old gentleman bought 
his goods largely in the city of Baltimore; and the paper I hold 
in my hand isa certified copy of all the Boods paesing through 
the custom-house at Baltimore, the kind of goods, where they 
were going, and the value of them, all certified to by the custom- 
house officials. ; 

Mr. PARKER. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. MAHON. Yes. 

Mr. PARKER. I have no doubt of the particulars that the 
committee have gone through; but the point I had in my mind 
was this: If this gentleman paid in that way in 1862, 1863, or 
1864, under protest, did he not have the right to go to the Court 
of Claims or the executive officers and ask for a return of the 
money thus pea under protest? 

Mr. MAHON. No, sir. This money, some $6,000, having been 
paid into the Treasury of the United States without any warrant 
of law, and having passed into the common Treasury, there is no 
way to get it back to those it belongs to except by an act of Con- 


gress. 
Mr. PARKER. Is it not very common to bring suits against 
custom-house officers in such cases? 


Mr. MAHON. No, sir. The custom-house officer has paid this 
money into the Treasury. 
Mr. PARKER. When did this claimant first bring the matter 


up—in 1864? 

Mr. MAHON. This matter was in controversy for a long time. 
George McAlpin was a prosperous man until there occurred a dis- 
astrous fire in the city of St. Louis some ten years ago, in which 
every dollar that he had in the world was swept out of existence, 
and this claim was all he had left. 

Mr. PARKER. Then he did not raise the question of this claim 
until ten years ago? 

Mr. MAHON. He raised it at the time he paid the money. 

Mr. PARKER. How? 

Mr. MAHON. By a protest, which keeps his claim alive and in 
good standing. 

Mr. PARKER. For thirty years? ; 

Mr. MAHON. Itoughtto. Do you sopra that the Congress 
of the United States shall refuse to pay back $6,000 to this man if 
he can show beyond question that it was taken from him by the 
representatives of this Government without any authority of law? 

r. PARKER. Is the gentleman asking me a question? 

Mr. MAHON. Yes, sir. s 

Mr. PARKER. Then I will answer it. It seems to me that a 
sutler who went down to the seat of war and fonnd that he would 

„have to pay this tax in order to carry on his business probably 
added enough to his prices to pay the tax. 

Mr. MAHON. I will say to the gentleman from New Jersey 


ay? 

Mr. MAHON. No, sir. As to the sutlers in the Army of the 
United States during the war, the prices they charged the soldiers 
were fixed by the officers commanding the division or the brigade 
where they operated; not by themselves. 

Mr. COX. Do 1 understand the gentleman to say that this man 
sold only to soldiers? 

Mr. MAHON. To soldiers and officers. 

Mr. COX. Oh, he was trading with everybody, probably. 

Mr. MAHON. No. The law also provided that when a sutler 
delivered goods to a family to a certain amount he had to pay $10, 
and on another amount he had to pay $25, but he has made no 
claim for any refund of that. 

Mr. DALZELL. Who owns this claim now? 

Mr. MAHON. The old man is dead and his wife is dead, but 
there is a son left who is a physical wreck, and who will be in the 
almshouse inside of a year if he does not get this relief. 

Mr. COX. I think this money ought to go back to the people 
who bought the goods. 2 9 ] 

Mr. MAHON. Now, . Chairman, I propose to amend this 
bill so as to provide that the money shall go to this man's adminis- 
trator and be applied, first, to pay this poor woman living out at 
Hyattsville, or wherever it is, who took care of him and buried 
him, and the balance, if there is any, to this son, who is v. 0 
and is a helpless cripple, living in the city of Tyrone. I not 
take up the time of the committee in further di this bill. 
Isimply want to restate that there is no question that the Treas- 
ay of the United States has to-day this amount of money which 

ongs to George EER e which should have been paid back to 
him at the time, and I ply ask the House to do justice to his 
estate, and so I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, I suppose the gentleman and 
his colleague had ample evidence before them that this man was 
a sutler at the time this claim arose. ; 

Mr. MAHON. There is no doubt about that. Here is his com- 
mission and here is his bond. We have examined the case care- 
fully. He was a sutler, doing business and complying fully with 
the regulations. : 

Mr. DINGLEY. Was there any evidence before you that this 
claimant made any effort to obtain the return of the money after 
it had Toon paia as a tax prior to the Fifty-second Congress? 

Mr. M ON. Not except through the custom-house at Balti- 
more 1755 through the Treasury, where they could not afford him 
any relief. 

. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, this case may be all right, but 
it seems to me that after a claim against the Government has sl 
for more than thirty years and the statute of repose has come 
operate, for the very good reason that the evidence which could 
have been obtained at the time must necessarily now be in large 

t missing, we ought to beware how we entertain such a claim. 

e Government finds itself at a great disadvantage after the 
lapse of thirty years in presenting a defense in these cases, and 
where a claim of this kind has been allowed to sleep for over thi 
years, I think that we ought to accept the evidence which the 
claimant produces with a great deal of caution. I merely submit 
this as a general observation and not as specially applicable to this 


case, 
Mr. MAHON, Gorge McAlpin offers no evidence here, except 
the evidence of the books and records of the Government and the 


acts of Congress, showing that the officers collected from him this 
money without warrant of law, and that it was paid into the 
Treasury. That is his evidence, and the best evidence in the world 
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is record evidence. That shows conclusively that this money was 


taken from him without authority of law. 
which I send to the desk. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Does not the gentleman think it would be wise 
to send this case to the Court of Claims to get a judicial finding 


offer the amendment 


of the facts? 
Mr. MAHON. How are we to help the matter by sending the 
case to the Court of Claims? Here is the law and here is the record. 


If we want to dis of this question in sucha way that this man’s 
t-great-grandchildren shall receive the money justly due him, 

e Court of Claims is the proper place to which to send the 
matter. 

Ihave no personal interest in this case, Mr. Chairman—none 
whatever. But this old man was around this Congress for years 
looking after his claim; and the only reason it did not go through 
in the last Congress was because we had not then within our reach 
the evidence that we have now. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. MAHON, . 

Mr. CANNON. It is claimed, as I gather from this report, 
that these goods were bought during a period of two years. Am 


I correct in that? 

Mr. MAHON. The transactions commeneed November 3, 1862, 
and the last payment was made May 12, 1865. 

Mr. C. ON. About two years and a half. Now, I have 
looked over this report hastily. I am not sure that I am right in 
the view which I am inclined to take. But 1 ask the gentleman's 
attention to this passage on the second page of the report: 

Permits will be granted to sutlers to bine pe to the ents sutlered 
by them such articles as they are authorized to sell free of the 5 per cent fee; 
but no permit will be nted to a sutler except on presentation to the 
proper permit officer of the original certificate of his appointment, or the 
comman officer of his regiment, countersigned b, division com- 
mander thereof, and an application and affidavit in the form prescribed. 

Now I ask the gentleman to observe this language: 

‘ransportation shall not be permitted to th if t of goods 
gxcecding SRI per stools nor for over hes Seniga petam aeons agen nor 
far mie goods except such ashe is by law and War Department orders allowed 
Thirty months was the length of time this man was engaged in 
this line of business. At $2,500 a month, $75,000 would be the 
limit of the amount which, under the regulations, he could have 
handled. Now, 5 per cent on $75,000 would be $3,750. The per- 
centage, I am informed, on most of this business was 8 per cent. 
But I wish to call my friend’s attention to the fact that he allows 
8 per cent on $235,000. I submit that this man can not be entitled 
to more than 3 per cent on $75,000, because under the regulations 
of the Department he could not handle more than $2,500 per month. 

Mr. MAHON. Will the gentleman read what follows in the 
report about other goods? 

r. CANNON, I do not think that changes the aspect of the 
matter at all. 

Mr. MAHON. I call attention to this language: 

Transportation shall not be permitted to any sutler of any amount of 
eee $2,500 per month, nor for over two months’ supply at one 

„nor for any goods except such as he is by law and War Department 
orders allowed to deal in. 


He could ship more than $2,500 of goods per month if he had 
Department orders to do so. 

Mr, CANNON. Oh, no. This $2,500 was to cover such goods 
as, under the order of the War Department and under the law, 
he was required to deal in; but as a sutler he was not permitted 
to ship goods to the amount of more than 52,500 per month. 

Now, what are the facts as they appear in this report? If, dur- 
ing those thirty months, he shipped $235,000 worth of goods, the 
excess over $75,000 was ship not as a sutler but as a trader. 
Now, 3 cent on $75,000 would be $2,250. 

Mr. HON. Add to that 6 per cent, and see where you 
ill be. 

Mr. CANNON. The report does not pretend to add anything 
for interest; and the Government, I am quite sare, is not going to 
enter upon the policy of paying interest to anybody, 

Mr. MAHO F ell, let the amendment I have sent to the desk 

through, and then I will offer another Wich perhaps will sat- 
fr these tlemen. 
r..DOCKERY. Two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars 
is the whole amount to which this man would be entitled in any 
event. : - 

Mr. MAHON. Well, I move the amendment which I send to 
the desk. 2 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


trato: 
of;” and after the word McAtpin,” in the same line, insert the word * de- 


ceased;"’ so as to read: That the Treasurer of the United States is hereby 
directed to pay to the administrator of George deceased, out of 
any moneys,” etc. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MAHON. Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not object to the 
amendment which has been suggested by the gentleman from 


Illinois [Mr. Cannon] to make the amount to be paid to this man 
$2,500, because I think that amount will be ample to take care of 
this old man for the remainder of his life. 

A MEMBER. Two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars is 
the correct amount. 

Mr. MAHON. Very well; I accept that amendment. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, if I understand the matter 
correctly, the gentleman in charga of this bill consents that the 
amount to be paid under the bill be reduced from something over 
$6,000 to $2,250. 

r. MAHON. Only for this reason, that this old man ought 
to receive somethin; Re cot 

Mr. DOCKERY. e have a reduction of about $4,000 in the 
amount of this claim as the result of a debate of ten minutes. 

Mr. MAHON. I claim that every dollar which the bill proposes 
to pay is justly due; but Iam Willi ing to take half a loaf rather 
than go without bread. š 

Mr. DOCKERY. But the gentleman suggested that interest 
at 6 per cent be added. 

Mr. MAHON. No. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Now, sir, the Government has never entered 
upon the policy of paying interest. The gentleman from Illinois 
has kindly saved the Government about 84,000 by his suggestion, 
and of course if he is content with the amount of $2,250 left in 
the bill, I will not object. But I think the result of this colloquy 
between the gentleman from Pennsylvania and my friend from 
Illinois emphasizes the necessity of sending this claim to a com- 
petent court to 1 ascertain the facts in connection with it. 

The CHAIR 5 e Clerk will report the amendment pro- 
posed ay the gentleman from Ilinois [ 

e Clerk read as follows: 
Strike out, in lines 5 and 6, the words “six thousand nine hundred and six” 
and insert the words “two thousand two hundred and fifty.” 

The CHAIRMAN. Thereis an amendment pending, submitted 
by the gentleman from wera {Mea [Mr. Manon}, to strike out 
the name of the party in the bill and insert “the nistrator of 
the estate,” and the question will first be taken upon that. 

The amendment of Mr. Manon was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question will now be taken on the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Illinois, which has 
just been read. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I do not desire but a moment’s time. 

It is plain and palpable about this claim, as it is about claims 
of a similar character, that when a sutler got the goods, and put 
them on the market where he sold them, he fixed his price accord- 
ing to the expense involved, including the expenditure which is 
now claimed to be refunded to him. 

Now, if he sold them to the soldiers, and this price was added, 
they are the men who paid the tax, and 5 9 7 to be relieved by 
cach action as this, and not the sutler. And I do not think that 
this character of claims should be sent to the Court of Claims to 
ascertain the true amount. 

Mr. LOUD. Does not the gentleman know that the benevolent 
sutlers sold their goods without any profit whatever? 

Mr. COX. Oh, yes; yours did, no doubt. Ours didnot. We 
paid 1 high charges to them. 

Mr. LOUD. Iunderstand that you used to get them without 
paying enything: whatever. [Lanughter. 

Mr. COX. ell, we managed to get along. 

Now, this thing ought to be sent to the Court of Claims and 
let them investigate the whole matter. I wish to enter my protest 
against paying this sutler for goods, on a claim of this character, 
which he collected from the soldiers. : 

Mr. MAHON. How does the gentleman know that he did? 

Mr. COX. Well, you do not say that he did not; and I thinkit 
is a fair assumption. 

Mr. MAHON. The gentleman’s argument is evidence of the 
fact that he does not know anything of sutlers in the Union Army. 

Mr. COX, Well, I was on the other side, and did not learn very 
much of them, se as we chanced to capture them. 

Mr. MAHON. e gentleman ought to know that the prices 
of the various kinds of commodities dealt in by these men was not 
fixed by the sutlers at all. The officer commanding the division 
fixed the price, and the sutler had to a oe with his order. If 
for instance, he pma 60 cents a pound for butter, and the general 
commanding said it should be sold for 25 cents a pound, he had to 
take that for it. 

Mr. COX. I would like to ask the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania this question: Did you ever see a sutler, on either side, that 
did not take pains to take care of himself? 

Mr. MAHON. I never saw a sutler that every boy in the army 
did 28 to beat. [Laughter.] 


. CANNON]. 


Mr. And I never saw a sutler that did not beat the boys. 
[Renewed laughter. ] f 
Mr. MAHON. Not on our side. : 


Mr. PARKER. Can we not have a vote on this matter? We are 
taking up more of the time of the House than the claim is worth. 
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Mr. cox. I move to refer this matter to the Court of Claims. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question will first be taken on the 
amendment proposed by 


e gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Cannon]. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MAHON: I move that the bill as amended be laid aside to 
be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

The CHAIRMAN. 5 from Tennessee has sug- 
gested that he desired to e a motion. 

Mr. COX. Well, Mr, Chairman, a good friend has suggested 
to me that perhaps we had better leave it as it is, because it may 
ft bigger, and therefore I will not renew my motion. I feel that 

is a swindle all the way through. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will call the attention of the 
committee to the necessity of amending the title in accordance 
with the action taken by the committee, and without objection the 
title will be amended accordingly. 

There was no objection. 

EUGENE OSCAR FECHET. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4438) for the relief of E res er Fechét, 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted, etc., That the ee officers of the of the ree 
States are hereby authorized and directed, upon application made A E 
Sen en E Oscar Fechét, a a and noncommissioned officer of vo! 

et of the United Sta med 


Military Academy, and 

. of the Regular Army. when 8 ‘for commutation of 
rations and of pay which Javad while the said Toreo Oscar Fechét was in 
the Volunteer and Regular armies of ‘the United Sta’ to pay to ate said 
Eugene Oscar Fechét, or to his legal . the sum 7, this 
being the sum found to be due him the Paymaster-General N tray 
ier the principles of the decision of the Supreme eit ie of the United States 
in the Watson case. out of any money in the Treasury of the United States 
not otherwise appropriated. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside the bill, to 
be Hse to the House with a favorable recommendation. 
r I hope we shall have some information con- 


eming this bill. 
AILEY. Mr. Chairman, I should like to have the report 
read, at least. 

The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the time of the 
gentleman from Texas. 

The report (by Mr. AVERY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee ori War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1140) 
for the relief of 3 Oscar Fechét, submit the fo 
e records of the War 9 that Lieutenant Fechét 
service as an enlisted man in the Second Michigan Bat- 
tery, United Sta Voluntee; — —— 10, 1861, when barely 15 
years of age, and was rst sergeant of og B, 
gan aA ht Artillery, United S ves Volunteers, April 10, 1884. 
apan ent as èt at the United 8 om Uy Acaden 

t from July 1, 1884, to June 15, 1888. when he was 

lieutenant Second Uni 


ted States Artillery, and — Te March 
that cadet service s the United States Military Academy should 
upon the o act vid- 


The c 
pe ronne piece u is based riginal 
in, mpensation f9 . an Stor length of of service (section 15, act of 
duly 6, 1808,3 Stat Oey ee ODON ie Cae Ot ee aprenia Come OF Sas 0 
ted States March 1889, in the case of The United States vs. Watson. 


second session, f. * relief 
7511). 


. x a 
‘of the legal mtatives of Capt. Orsemus B. Boyd (S. 2186; H. R. 


aoe Binal Pe of this bill, 
ease part of this was 8 to the 
one The following eee from the Paymaster- 
General of the Army states the exact amount due: 
Wan DEPARTMENT, PAYMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, . 
‘ashington, D. C., December 14, 1895. 
Sin: I have the honor to return herewith Senate bill 305, 


It a that Lieutenant Fechét served as an enlisted man from Septem- 
ber 1 1, to April 10, 1864; as cadet, Military Academy, from July 1. 1864, to 
June n 15 155 as second lieutenant, Second Artillery, from June 15, 1863, 
to 15, 1875, when he resigned. 

. ͤ bin under the within bill is $075.47. 

Very respectfully, 
T. H. STANTON, 
Paymaster-General United States Army. 
The SECRETARY OF WAR. 


In conclusion, the committee find that, under the decision of the Su 0 
coni of the United States, the claimant has a just claim against the United 


tates. 
The aw arse report herewith a substitute for House bill 1140, and recom- 
mend that it do pass. 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Chairman, it occurs to me that there can 
be no defense of a proposition to include the period during which 
the Government was educating this officer, in order to increase his 
pay. The bill itself declares that it is in consonance with a deci- 


sion of the Supreme Court of the United States, and I do not dis- 
pa te that statement: but I will venture to express my astonishment 
t the Supreme Court has ever decided that a man was serving 
this Government in the Army during the time that it was paying 

him for si Mey: of educating him. 
Cadets are regularly mustered into the service. 


Mr. BAILEY. I know they are mustered into the service, but 
I know that they are rendering the Government no service. I 
know, and every gentleman on this floor knows, that there is the 
greatest competition among the young men of every district to 
secure these appointments to the Military and Naval academies, 
at West Point and Annapolis, andit seems to me that the Govern- 
ment does quite enough when it takes these young men and edu- 
cates them at its own expense, without including the period of 
law education in order to increase their pay under this longevity 


W. 
I have 2 expectation of defeating this bill, but I desire to 
8 te 845 of the principle of it. 
CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside the bill to 
be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 
The question being taken, the Chair announced that the noes 
seemed to have it. 
On A division (demanded by Mr. MAHON) there were—ayes 47, 
noes ? 
Accordingly, the committee refused to order the bill to be laid 
aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recommenda- 
on 
MATHIAS PEDERSEN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4310) for the relief of Mathias Pedersen. 
The bili was read, as follows: 


from him PNO ber 27, 1883, f enroll: 
furnish a on November — — fo service meine in the — . he not ely $0 to 
citizen of the United States. 

The Committee on War Claims recommended the following 
amendment: 

In line 4, after the word “ Pedersen," insert late of Spring Valley, Rock 
County, Wis.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment recom- 
mended by the committee. “ 

Mr. DOCKERY. I hope we may have the report read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The 1 from Missouri [Mr. Docx- 
ERY] is recognized, and calls for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. OTJEN) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4310) 
for the relief of Mathias Pedersen, submit the following report: 

This claim was presented in the -first and was favorably 
8 upon by the House Committee on War Claims, to whom it was re- 

The facts of the claim are fully set forth in that report, which is as follows: 

House Report No. 3011, Fifty-first Congress, first session.] 


“The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2062) 

for the relief of Mathias Pedersen, 55 as follows: 
er with interest thereon at 
collected from 


substitute when: drafted forservice in a 9 Army, 
panies this report. Evidence is su ted shi 
tive of Norway; that he came to the United States and Mocated in the State 
of Wisconsin in the month of June, 1860, when 21 years of age. It is shown 
also that that the claimant was drafted into the service of the United States 
from the town of Spring Valley, Rock County, Wis., on Novem! 12, 1863, 
and in order tosecure his release T 
ment the sum of $300. 

“It is further shown that the 3 — 


the time he was drafted and at the time he 


=} In lines N and 6 strike out the words * seven hundred and sixt 


8 85 =f 
= the words three hundred,’ and in line 11 strike out all word 
States. 


Your committee recommend the passage of the bill with the following 


amendment: 


au line 4, after “Pedersen,” insert “late of Spring Valley, Rock County, 


Mr. RAY. Mr. Chairman, I should like to make an ap Saou Be 
the chairman, or of some member of the committee whois i 
with this bill, in regard to it. It seems to me rather s that 
aman should have been drafted into the service of the operer 
States, away back in 1862, and that he should be forced to pa 
$300, and that nothing should be said about it until 1896. veoh ï 
should like to know whether or not the evidence shows that this 
man ted to the board of enrollment the fact that he was not 
a citizen of the United States. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. I am unable to say whether the evidence 
shows that fact or not. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, Isubmit that 
the House should have the opportunity to hear what is being said, 
We can not hear the remarks which gentlemen are making. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Mr. Chairman, [ am unable to state 
whether the evidence shows the fact s ted by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Ray] or not. It is two years since I exam- 
ined the evidence; but I know that this claimant has been 
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eging Congress for some sessions. I know that he was here 
Whether he was here before that or 
not, Lam unable to state from personal 1 


I am personally acquainted with this man. e was drafted 
shortly after he came to this country from Norway. He was an 
ignorant man and he paid the $300 substitute money and went on 
about his business. He lived in a Norwegian settlement, among 
foreigners. He lives there now, and probably he did not have 
much information on the subject for some time. That is allI can 
state about it personally. Theevidence shows that he was drafted 
and paid the commutation money, that he was not a citizen of 


the United States, and that he had only recently immigrated from 
8 
Mr. V. Well, he was enjoying all the benefits of our Govern- 


ment, and has continued to do so ever since. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. That is true, and he has been bearing all 
its burdens that were lawfully piacan upon him, the same as the 
gentleman from New York and myself. 

. RAY. The simple point is that at that time he had not 
been naturalized. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. He was not a citizen. 

Mr. RAY. But he had come here intending to make this his 
home and to become a citizen. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. No, there is no evidence of that. 

Mr. RAY. Well, he has remained ever since. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Yes, he has remained ever since, The 
fact is that the money was taken from him without authority of 
law and appropriated by the Government, and he simply asks the 
eee to restore it to him after thirty-four years, without 

terest. 

Mr. RAY. Well, he seems to have paid the money cheerfully 
and without objection at that time. 

Mr. OTJEN. Mr. Chairman, I made this report, and I should 


like 

Mr. DALZELL. Do J understand that this bill carries interest 
on that $300? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Not at all. 

Mr. DALZELL. I should like to ask my friend, who has been 
a member of this House for a great many years, if he knows of a 
single precedent for the pene of any such act as this? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. es; there was one passed last session by 
this House, I remember distinctly. I can not remember the name, 
but it was brought up by unanimous consent and passed the 
House. There can be no reason against the p of the bill. 
The Government of the United States by force took from this man 
$800, which it has, and it has never returned it. 

Mr. DALZELL. Why, he certainly paid $300 to avoid the 
draft, and the Government paid it out for a substitute. 

* Mr. OTJEN. Let me answer that statement. As I understand 
the evidence, at the time he was drafted and paid this money this 
board assured him that he could get this money refunded later 
on, but that it was necessary for him to pay this money in order 
to avoid the draft. 

Mr. DALZELL. Well, does“ later on” mean thirty years after? 

Mr. OTJEN. I understand he has been here for more than 
twenty years. I am soinformed by the clerk of the Committee on 
War Claims. It is not an unusual thing that men were drafted 
who were not citizens of the country, and there have been more 
bills than this to refund money where they had paid the draft 
money. The fact is, that he paid the money to this board; that 
he did not declare his intention until a year afterwards to become 
a citizen of the United States; that he was not a citizen of the 
United States at the time he was drafted; and so, of course, he is 
entitled to have his money back. 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. RAY. Now, Mr. Chairman, I believe I have the floor. Do 
I understand the gentleman’ to say that the evidence before the 
committee shows that the board of enroliment, knowing the fact 
that this man was not a citizen of the United States; that he was 
not subject to the law; that he was not liable to be drafted, and 
knowing that, if that was the fact, they would be taking his money 
illegally,insisted upon his paying it in order that he might escape 
the draft? 

Mr. OTJEN. I can not say that the board of enrollment knew 
that he was not a citizen. I can only say that from the evidence 
it appeared that the board stated if he was not a citizen he could 
have this money refunded. They, of course, would have no direct 
evidence showing that he was a citizen or not a citizen. and for 
that reason they advised him to pay this money, which he could 
have refunded if it was correct that he was not a citizen. 

Mr. RAY. Now, Mr. Chairman, it is perfectly plain from the 
gentleman’s statement that, at the time he recites the question 
was before the board, this man was not subject to military duty, 
not subject to the draft, and that they passed upon the matter, or 
that they had it under consideration and insisted npon his paying 
the money, and he did pay it to escape the draft. And now, in 
the year 1896, he comes before this Congress with a claim to refund 
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that money. It strikes me this is a most remarkable case. This 
man the next year declared his intention to become a citizen of 
the United States; two years later he did become a citizen of the 
United States, and he has enjoyed all the blessings and privileges 
of a citizen of the United States from that time, If we are to go 
back that length of time and pay every man back the money Ee 
paid, as in this instance, $300, through mistake of some kind, for 
the preservation of this country under the circumstances that 
then existed, we certainly will have our hands full 

Mr. DOCKERY. We have just passed a bill to pay a sutler. 

Mr. RAY (continuing). And we will have the Treasury empty. 
What is that? 

9 DOCKERY. We have just passed a bill to pay a sutler 

Mr. RAY. I am not responsible for that. Did the gentleman 
vote for it? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I did not so vote. 

Mr. RAY Why did you not fight the proposition if it was 
wrong : j 

Mr. DOCKERY. I did. 

Mr. OTJEN. Does the gentleman claim that if it was the fact 
that this man was not a citi of the United States, the Govern- 
ment had the right to take $300 from him and refuse to refund it? 

Mr. RAY. o, sir; I do not claim any such thing: but it does 
strike me as a very remarkable condition of things that this man 
was compelled by any board of enrollment to pay $800 when he 
was nota citizen of the United States and not subject to draft. 
It seems to me that the presumption is against this claimant. The 
presumption is that the officers of the United States do their duties. 
And the presumption is that at this time they did their duty and 
insisted upon this man paying this money to the Government, as 
they believed that for some reason or another he was subject to 


e 2 

Mr. OTJEN. In reply to the tleman, I just want to say this: 
There is absolutely no question that this man was drafted; that he 
paid this $300 to the board of enrollment; that at the time he was 
not a citizen of the United States; that he did not declare his 
intention to become a citizen of the United States until one year 
after that, and that the money has never been refunded. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, while this claim in itself is a 
very small one and of little moment, yet it tends to open up a 
large class of claims that may come in here to bother us in the 
future, and it seems to me that we ought to look the question 
fully in the face. Two 8 in my own district have applied 
to me to introduce bills for the refund of the commutation money 
paid by them, on the ground that they were in fact disabled at 
the time of the draft, and therefore exempt under the law, and 
oS produce affidavits to establish that fact. 

ow, it seems to me that some things ought to be regarded as 
settled, evenin claims against the Government. The presumption 
always is that the officers of the Government, in nistering 
‘any law, administer it correctly. If they do not, there is an 
opportunity for appeal; there is an opportunity for a 8 at 

e time. There was a chance for a remedy in this case and in 
the cases in Which I have been appealed to, by presenting the 

uestion to the Secretary of War. Nothing of that kind was 

one, but now, after thirty-four or thirty-five years have passed, 
these claims are brought into this House. There are thousands 
of men throughout the country who were drafted, many of whom 
have now discovered that they were disabled at the time, and 
who will claim that they are therefore entitled to have their com- 
mutation money repaid. They will be found in every district in 
the United States. 
Now, after this law has been administered, and after more than 
thirty years have elapsed, and no appeal from the action of the 
administration has been taken, is it not wiser, under such circum- 
stances, toassume that the officers of the Government did their duty 
and that the matter is settled, rather than to go into the business 
of dealing with every little claim that may be presented here? The 
difficulty is not about this particular case, but if we pass favorably 
upon this, there is not a member of this House who will not be 
appealed to in the future by gentlemen who will claim that they 
were drafted under conditions which made them legally exempt 
on account of disability or some other reason. I simply desire to 
warn members that they are opening up a Pandora’s box of evils 
by entertaining these cases that ought to be considered as having 
been settled long ago, and I do not believe that we ought to do it. 
Unless we are going to fight the war over again and examine every 
individual case that comes up after the lapse of thirty-four years, 
we had better consider some things as settled. 

I know there is a tendency to go into these matters. We have 
to listen constantly to appeals of people who claim that they were 
wronged during the war, more than a third of a century ago, but 
it does seem to me that there are controlling reasons why the 
Congress of the United States ought not to enter upon the policy 
of reopening such cases and thus bringing upon themselves the 


multitude of troubles that will inevitably result in the future, 


1896. 
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For this reason it seems to me—and I speak simply from observa- 
tion of what has taken place in this body during my connection 
with it—for this reason it seems to me that after a matter has 
stood as settled for thirty-four years, we had better let it sta 
settled, especially when there is so much urgent business to whic 
this House ought to devote its attention. Where there is a clear 
case, and there has been an attempt made from Phra’ to year to 
right a wrong, which has failed, through some disability or for 
some other cause, it may be proper to reopen the case; but if we 
undertake to pass bills of this kind, we shall certainly make abun- 
dant difficulty for ourselves in the future. 

Mr. MAHON. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Maine uses 
the plural and speaks of these claims.” 

. DINGL I was speaking not of this particular case, but 
of claims of this general class. 

Mr. MAHON. I want to say in reply that the reason we have 
had these people for the last thirty years thundering at the doors 
of Con with war claims is that this nation, unlike other 
civilized nations, has not accorded to Ata a who have suffered 
from the war the 5 they deserve. hy, sir, after the Franco- 

n war, after France had received that terrible drubbing at 
the hands of the Fatherland, France, with an exhausted treasury, 
5 $45,000,000 to pay the losses incurred by the victims 
of the ravages of war, whether their property had been destroyed 
by the Germans or by the French army itself. 

Mr. DINGLEY. at was immediately after the war, when 
the facts were all fresh and easily established. 

Mr. MAHON. I will come to that later. Take the Revolu- 
tionary war—and I cite the illustration because the old law, 
which was laid down by a pope who were heathens, has been 
invoked in the Congress of the United States against these claim- 
ants, to the effect that the Government is not bound under any 
circumstances to pay a claim for damages caused by war, whether 
resulting from the action of the troops of the United States or of 
the enemy—take the Revolutionary war. After that war the 
English overnmumnt paid to the people of the colonies who had 
remained loyal to the Crown $48,000,000 for Lacks nail destroyed in 
the war. Again, the . German Empire after her war paid 
to her people who had borne more than their fair share of the 
ravages incident to it an amount sufficient to reimburse them for 
their losses. I admit, sir, that these things were done not simply 
because the constitutions or the statutes of those nations required 
it to be done, but because those were humane Governments, that 
recognized their obligations to the people who had sworn alle- 
giance to the national emblems; and you will find that the Govern- 
ments of those great nations have always carefully compensated 
the sufferers by war. And, Mr. Chairman, I believe that if the 
8 who oppose these war claims would read the history of 

ose great European Governments, the doctrine of Grotius, 
announced three hundred years ago, would not be invoked in this 
Chamber against the payment of these just claims. In the war 
of 1812, when the British came up the Potomac River and burned 
the propon of American citizens loyal to the Government of 
the United States, in more than 300 cases, as I have found by an 
examination of the records of 7 compensation was made, 
and altogether over a million dollars was appropriated to pay 
the losses of our people in that war of 1812. No court of this 
Government or any other government has ever decided that when 
a man who has been loyal to his flag and his country has sacri- 
ficed his pro y for the common good he should bear that bur- 
den over and above the ordinary burdens imposed on other men. 

Mr. RAY. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. MAHON. Wait till I get through, and I will answer. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, do you know how much this magnificent 
Government has paid to these unfortunate people who lived along 
the border line, extending 3,200 miles. Gentlemen who live in the 
Pacific States or on the prairies, unless they were in the Army of 
the United States bit Bt war, know nothing of the sufferin 
of the people along that border line where the conflict raged. To 
the people in those border States who suffered as he people else- 
where in the country did not suffer this Government has paid the 

ificent sum of about $7,000,000. 

. Chairman, no argument can beoffered in favor of the Gov- 
ernment closing its Treasury against these unfortunate people. 
If there is any merit in any of these bills which come here—and 
I am not Lager d about this particular bill—you can not honestly 
and justly avoid liability for the claim on the ground of lapse of 
time. Sir, when a claim is urged against a citizen by the Govern- 
ment, he can not plead the statute of limitations against the 
United States. I have known instances in my own State where 
the Government has collected money from citizens upon transac- 
tions dating sixty years back. Any dollar of obligation that may 
have been incurred, eyen by a man’s ancestors, to the Govern- 
ment of the United States can be enforced against him by law 
without regard to lapse of time. 

We entered into a great conflict in 1861, and after four long and 
bloody years that great controversy which was submitted to the 


arbitrament of the sword, whether slavery should exist in this coun- 
try or not was settled. For four years those two magnificent ar- 
mies—one representing the North and the other representing the 
South—fought battles before which the battles of Alexander, of 
Cesar, of Philip, and of Napoleon ! pale their ineffectual fires.” In 
that conflict those soldiers on both sides showed a bravery and hero- 
ism unequaled in the history of the world. And, sir, when we had 
settled that great conflict with the loss of over a million men and 
untold amounts of money, this Government in 1865 came out of 
that conflict greater, richer, more magnificent than it had been in 
1861. a At the close of the war our Treasury was full. 
We rapidly paid off our national debt; and there was no reason 
under heayen why this Government should not have liquidated 
romptly, within a few years after the war, these claims which have 
55 ocking at the doors of Co s for the last thirty years. 
Gentlemen may thinkthatI 3 earnestly about this matter. 
But, sir, I live in a county which furnished as many men to the 
Union armies and sacrificed as many men on the field of battle as 
any other county in the State of Pennsylvania. That county has 
to-day within its confines as mamiy men with armless sleeyes and 
1 5 trousers as any county in the State. And that county pai 
all her taxes. In addition to all the other sacrifices and hardships 
endured by that county, there marched over the territory of that 
county during those four years 280,000 men. When the question 
was the salvation of this capital and its great archives, and with 
it the salvation of the life of the nation—when the Confederate 
raider was within the confines of the District of Columbia—an 
order went out, at the instance of President Lincoln, that if neces- 
for the salvation of this capital and this nation, my city should 
be laid in ashes and my county sacrificed. We are going to come 
here some day and ask compensation for what we suffered in that 


way. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I repeat, let these claims be met on their 
merits. Do not plead the baby act” by saying that they are 
thirty years old, and therefore must not be paid. amine into the 
merits of theseclaims. And if this Government has taken money 
from its citizens unlawfully or has sacrificed their property for 
the common good, then, in the nameof heaven, the fact that thirty 
years have elapsed should be no answer when claim is made for 
something in the way of remuneration. The fact that these just 
claims have been 3 for ad hear is an argument which 
should appeal with sledge-hammer force in favor of their pay- 
TAPE 5 ae further delay. The time has come to pay them. 

plause. 

N Mr. Chairman, let this bill be decided upon its merits. If, 
on fair examination, gentlenien of the House think that this claim 
ought not to be paid, I have no complaint to make. Settle every 
claim upon its merits; but donot defeat meritorious bills because, 
although the claimants have time and asked for payment, 
the Government has time and again refused obstinately to pay 
what it justly owes. [Applause | 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. . Chairman, the tleman who re- 

rted this bill from the Committee on War informs the 

ouse that this claimant has been here urging his claim since 
1875; and this statement is made on information derived from the 
clerk of the committee. There has been no laches here—nono 
whatever. This differs from a case where a man has been 
e able-bodied by the board. This is a case where the 
board had no right or jurisdiction to touch the man at all. He 
was a citizen of Scandinavia, not a citizen of this country. The 
Government laid its strong hand upon him and took from him by 
force $300, of which it has had the use since 1862. That is a fair 
statement of the case. He was then unable to speak our language. 
He is unable to speak it to-day with anything like a fair under- 
standing of it; he can speak it only in such a manner as to trans- 
act the orainari business of life. He knew nothing about our 
institutions. He came from a monarchical country that did not 
endure much protest from men upon. whom it laid its hands. 

I am in favor of reimbursing every man who was thus wronged 
out of his money. There is no good reason why this Government 
should act as a highway robber, and then at the close of along 
1 of denied justice plead the statute of limitations. Oh, no. 

is Government of ours we should all love and respect. But 
how can you expect a man to love and respect a Government 
which robs him with a strong hand of his money; which takes, as 
in this instance, $300 from this man and refuses to reimburse him? 

Mr. CANNON Will the gentleman allow me a moment on the 
facts of this case? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Certainly. 

Mr. CANNON. It seems that this is a bill to pay $300 unlaw- 
fully collected from Mr. Pedersen by the board of enrollment to 
furnish a substitute when he was drafted into the service in the 
Army, he not being a citizen of the United States. Now, Iam not 
aware of any legislation under which the United States ever sold 
3 in the military service for $300 or any other sum. I 
am asking the gentleman for the facts. > 

Was there such a provision of law? 
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Mr. UPDEGRAFF, There was a law passed during the war 
which permitted a man drafted into the military service of the 
Government to pay the sum of $300 to some officer proves by 


the law, which was ed as equivalent to a substi- 
tute; and in that case he was exempted from the draft. 

Mr. CANNON. Is not the gentleman mistaken about that? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. No; I think not. 

Mr. CANNON. I would be very glad to know what the law 
was, if the gentleman can cite it. 

Mr. H CK. Was it not a State law? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Oh, no; it was a Federal law. 

Mr. CANNON. I think not. 

Mr. HULICK. Let me ask the gentleman whether the law 
under which a man paid the $300 was not a State law for furnish- 
ing the troops of the State to the Government, or was it a United 
States law applicable to all the States? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. It was a law of the United States of 


America. 

Mr. HULICK. I do not know of any general law that com- 
pelled soldiers drafted to pay that sum to secure their exemption. 

We had in Ohio a law whereby a citizen could furnish a substi- 
tute, in certain counties and districts, but I do not know of any 
statute of the United States anthorizing the board of enrollment 
to receive $300, or any other sum, as a payment for the exemption 
of aman drafted into the service. It must have been a State 


monaton: and if so, the State itself, if it had enacted a law by | th 
w 


ich this money was taken, should return it to this man, instead 
of the Government of the United States. 

Mr. DOCKERY. They wanted men, and the draft was to se- 
cure men, not money. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. If my colleague will permit me, has he 
stopped to inquire what right a State would have to take a soldier 
out of the United States service? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Mr. Chairman, I decline to be inter- 
rupted further. 

will answer the gentleman that there is a law on the statute 
books, which he will find on examination, which provided that 
when a man was drafted by the authorities of the United States 
he could relieve himself from that draft by paying to the board of 
enrollment, or some other authority—I can not recall precisely 
what it was—the sum of $300. Why, it is a matter of common 
knowledge. Isupposed that no man doubted it or was ignorant 
of the fact. It was a law of the United States, and the States had 
nothing whatever to do with it. 

Mr. EVANS. Did not the money go into the Treasury of the 
United States? . 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. EVANS. That is the essential point. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. That is the essential point, as the gentle- 
man from f 7 ers 

Mr. CANNON. ell, it hin Severe produce the law if it 
existed. I think my friend is mi en. 

Mr. UPDEG I know that I am not mistaken about it. 

Mr. CHARLES W. STONE. If the gentleman from Iowa will 
yield to me for a moment—— $ 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. With pleasure. 

Mr. CHARLES W. STONE. Mr. Chairman, I hold in my hand 
the act of February 28, 1867, which recites, in its preamble, the 
legislation providing for the commutation of military service by 
the payment of $300, the payment of which sum would exempt the 
person drafted from orgy sophie: It also provides that within 
a certain time, i in the act, the persons illegally drafted, 
who were not subject to draft and who paid this sum, might have 
this money, so paid, refunded to them. It provided general legis- 
lation on the subject applicable to all claims which came withi 
its provision up to that time. 

By the act of March 1, 1869, which is a general act for the relief 
of all persons who had been illegally not being subjects 
of the United States, or for any other reason not subject to mili- 
tary duty in the armies of the United States, and who paid the 
commutation money provided for in the act recited in the pream- 
ble of the first law to which I have referred, it was provided that 
they might have it refunded to them at any time wi the space 
of two years. Here was a general provision, a general remedi 
act, applying to all persons who such claims. That being a 
provision of law covering this case, fixing a time, in the wisdom 
of the lawmakers, within which this claim ought to have been 
presented, and that time having long passed, twenty-six or twenty- 
seven years ago, I think it incumbent u the claimant now 
not only to show that he was illegally ted, but to show some 
reason why, when the remedy was open to him, he did not em- 


it. 
Mr. UPDEGRAFF. That would apply to nearly all claims 
before this House. 


man has already stated the substance of the act. The same objec- 
tion which he makes will apply to almost every claim here. Of 
course, we understand very well that this man can not now apply 
to the Secretary of War and get back his commutation money. 
Nobody claims any such thing as that: 

Mr. RAY. No; but under the law which the Clerk now has 
he had years in which to make his application and in which to 
have the money refunded. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Very well. 

Mr. RAY. Why did he not do it? 

.Mr. UPDEGRA Because he was ignorant of ais rights» 
because he was a foreigner and did not understand our lan, 
and our institutions, and did not know enough—was not able to 
make a showing or to prepare an application to get his money 
back at that time. He probably knew nothing of this law. 

Mr. RAY. Now will the gentleman—— 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. No. I decline to yield further. 

Mr. RAY. Let me ask you one Ege as a lawyer. Do you 
want to stand up in this House and assert that you would open 
the ee the hand of every man who ever had a claim 
against the ernment, who was given years in which to assert 
that claim, and who had let the time go by and lost the benefits 
of that law, who then came in, years afterwards, to ask that the 
money be paid him, because he was ignorant at the time when he 
should have presented the claim? Do you say you want to do 


at? 
Mr. UPDEGRAFF. I would do what was 5 5 under all cir- 
cumstances, whatever they were. [Applause.] If I had wronged 
a man fifty years ago, and it was made apparent, I would be 
less than a man if I did not restore to him his rights. And that 
applies to a government as well as an individu [Applause] 

e Government owes the same duty to this man as though it 
were the case of one individual who had wronged another. Tho 
Government holds this $300 to-day by its strong hand. just as a 
robber holds the money of his victim, and it holds it by no other 
authority under God’s heaven. The Government has the money. 
It had no right to take it. It had no jurisdiction to touch this 
man and compel him, by threats, to come =e and pay this $300. 
He now asks the Government of his adopted country to remove 
this stain upon itself by restoring to him the $300 whic 
5 obtained from him so many years ago. 

ow, Mr. Chairman, I hope we may have a vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment offered 
by the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. $ 

The question being taken on ordering the bill to be laid aside to 
be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation, the 
Chairman announced that the noes appeared to have it. 

On a division (demanded by Mr. UPDEGRAFF) there were—ayes 
54, noes 50. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Tellers, Mr. Chairman. 

Tellers were ordered; and the Chairman appointed Mr. Ray and 
Mr. UPDEGRAFF. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 65, 
noes 55. 

Accordingly the bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Manon, the committee rose; and 
the Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Lacey, Chairman of 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, re- 
ported that that committee had had under consideration sun 
private bills and had directed him to re back without amend- 
ment and with the recommendation t they do the bills 
H. R. 129, 3294, and 1524; that the committee had also had under 
consideration the bills H. R. 1853 and 4810, and had directed him 
to report back the same with amendments and with the recom- 
mendation that as amended the same do pass. 

Mr. MAHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the previous question 
be considered 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the first bill. 

THOMAS B. REED. 


The first business reported from the Committee of the Whole 
was the bill (H. R. 129) for the relief of Thomas B. Reed. 

The bill was ordered to be e and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The SPEAKER. The hour of 5 o’clock having arrived, the 
House will be in recess until 8 o’clock this evening. when the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, Mr. Hopxrys, will take the chair. 


it wrong- 


EVENING SESSION. 
The recess having expired, the House reassembled at 8 o’clock 
p. m., Mr. Horkixs in the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
ro tempore. The Clerk will read the second 


The SPEAKER 
clause of Rule 


1896. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


PF a dn speedy mip fp Prd ey gaan ifs, bilis for the removal of poll” 


which evening session private pension E t- 
Hr disabilities, and bills removing desertion only shall be consid- 
ered; said evening session not to extend rand 10 o'clock end a 


JESSE M'MILLAN. 

Mr.TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to have corrected a mistake 
that occurred in a bill which was passed at the last session. It 
was unanimously passed by the House. 

The Clerk as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 9592) to amend an act entitled “An act a pension to 
: Jesse McMillan,” received by the President Naar 27.4880 


Be it enacted, etc., That the act entitled An act tin tod 
McMillan,” received by the President Ma e be amended by striking 
out the word Infantry“ and — Rng the word “Cavalry” therein, 
that the pension provided for in said act be allowed and paid said Jesse Mc- 
Millan from the date said act first became a law. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was read, as 
follows: 

In lines 8 and 9 strike out the words date said act first became a law” and 
insert “8th day of June, 1896." 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the bill? 

Mr. PICKLER. Rah acter oe a Is it just to correct a mistake 
in the 5 of the service? 


Mr. TERRY. ate DR Pecan res ee See: we meee n 
the character of the regiment. 

Mr. PICKLER. I will not object to that, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the bill? [After a pause. } e Chair hears none. 

Mr. TERRY. I move the adoption of the amendment. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
eee and being engrossed, it was 5 read the third 
time, an 

On ba of Mr. TERRY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. , move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of Whole for the consideration of busi- 
ness on the Private Calendar under the special rule. 

1 ee was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced 

= es seemed to have it. 
T. Mr. Speaker, I demand a division. 

The Heme divided; and 2080 were - ayes 56, noes none. 

So the motion was 

The House accordin 3 itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Lacey in the chair. 


FANNY MOALE GIBBON. 


Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask a 
fayor, which I believe the Honse will take great pleasure in grant- 
ing when I state the reasons ap it, and that is to consider now the 
pension bill, S. 2008, EROR re) ion to Fanny Moale Gibbon. 

She is the widow of the late Asi, Gen. John Gibbon, whose serv- 
ice in the war was that of one of our ablest and most conspicuous 
Officers.” At the battle of Gettysburg he was placed in command of 
an army corps during the ent. I ask unanimous consent 
of the committee to have this bill taken up out of its order. This 
lady is an invalid, nearly blind; has a daughter in poor health, and 
two grandchildren without father or mother—the children of a 
deceased daughter, and of a aistinguished officer of the Army, also 
dead. They rapa doubly orphans and have a double claim upon the 
Government. y has not the means wherewith to properly 
det and I ask Eyam consent for the present consideration of 

e 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York asks unani- 
mous consent to take up out of its order the bill S. 2008. Is there 
8 

NEILL. Mr. Chairman, I am not getting up to object; but 
the first bill on the Calendar as I understand it, is a bill that I 
have hargaan and I do not desire to lose my place. With the 
e Spe that I do not, Imake no objection. 

The C Is there objection? [After a pause.] The 
Chair hears none. 

‘The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2008) granting a pension to Fanny Moale Gibbon. 
Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, sub; to the provisions 
and Hmitations ons of the ben. n n laws, the name of Fanny 9 
of . Gen. John Gib! 


United States Army, and pay her a pension at the 
rate "$100 per month from and after the passage of of this act. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, if it is desired to 
know more cenana the services of Major-General Gibbon, as 
there are th n „ 
the eee tI 1 di it SER I have 28 
the simple facts, at and ope that will be en y ape gts 
the committee, and that it will consent to the passage of the 
[Cries of Vote!” Vote“ 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I do not rise to oppose the pen- 
sion of this widow, but = move an amendment. I move that the 
words “ one hundred” be stricken out and the words“ seventy- 
five” inserted. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, I do think if my 
friend from South Carolina, could he know the circumstances 
connected with this case, the helpless condition of this aged — 5 

and wo 


of her invalid daughter and two young dchildren, 

recall for a moment the by Paper magnificent service of that dis- 
tinguished man, he would gladly withdraw his amendment. I 
appeal most earnestly to the gentleman from South Carolina to 
withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. TALBERT. I * leave the matter to the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from South Carolina, to strike out 
one hundred“ and insert ‘‘seventy-five.” 

Mr. PICKLER. Who offers that amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Theamendmentis offered by the gentleman 
from South Carolina . TALBERT]. 

The question was n; and the announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. Division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 21, noes 22. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, it seems that there is some 
mistake about the count, and I ask kor another rising vote on this 
question. Ithink if the House ope understands it, it will not 

this bill with a pension of $10 t does seem to me that $75 
is a very liberal pension. We attempted last session to establish 
5 pert uniformity in the pelea of officers’ widows. 

The C . If the gentleman is not satisfied with the 
count, he can ask for tellers, 

ae TALBERT. I ask for tellers. 

ar nestion was taken on ordering tellers. 

HAIRMAN. Nota sufficient number rising in support 
ofthe demand for tellers, tellers are refused, and the amendment 
is lost. 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The next business on the Private * was the bill H. R. 
1490, Which the Clerk oo ded to read. 
Mr. NEILL. Mr. 


The CHAIRMAN. For what pu purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. NEILL. I rise to ask for the present consideration of 
House bill 1061, Calendar number 511, which came over from last 
Friday night on account of m unavoidable absence at that time, 
and which I understood would come up first this evening for con- 
sideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. It appears that that bill was passed over 
without prejudice on account of the absence of the gentleman 
from Arkansas, the question of order reserved as to whether 
the bill is one that ayo yp brian. priory meme ay ete ata Friday 
night session. The supposes that that bill would 8 
come up first, and the Clerk will report it. 

GRAY’S BATTALION OF ARKANSAS VOLUNTEERS. 


The bill (H. R. 1061) granting pensions to Gray's Battalion of 
Arkansas Volunteers was read, as follows: 

Beit ea re etc., eee eee 
authorized and directed to roll the names of all of the 
honorably dischar ving Bal and enlisted men of Gray's uation 
of Arkansas Volun 3 under the act of Congress of Ma: 
service d. the war with Me and the names of surviv: 
— 5 enlisted men, subject to the limitations and 
per — laws of the United States for pensioning the survivors of the war 


Mr. RAY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to raise a 
against the consideration of that bill at a Friday t session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman from 
New York. 

Mr. RAY. I did not hear the bill very distinctly as it was read, 
but from what I did hear it appears to be a general bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is a applying to one regiment or 
battalion. 

Mr. RAT. Mr. Chairman, I do not think it is in order under 
the rule which governs our action at these Friday night sessions. 

. That is the precise question that is to be deter- 
mini 

2 RAY. Well, I make the point of order that this bill being 

neral bill, it is not in order at a Friday evening session. 
e CHAIRMAN. The Chair would be glad to hear from the 
gentleman if he has any reasons to give or authorities to cite. 

Mr. RAY. Iam not prepared with any authorities at this time; 
but it seems to me that the bill is not in order, according to the 
rule under which we are acting. 

Mr. NEILL. Mr. 9 I will ask the Chair if it is not the 
duty of gentlemen objécting to a bill to present their objections 


int of order 
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Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I have no objection to this bill 
if it is in order, but if, as the Chair says, it includes a whole regi- 
ment, and if it can be considered at a Friday night session, then we 
might take up in succession every regiment or organization in the 


Army and pension them all wholesale. If 
ment in way, you can certainly reac 
and thus include the whole Army. 

A MEMBER. Let us have a ruling. 

Mr. NEILL. I do not want any ruling, Mr. Chairman, until I 
am heard on this question. 

The CHAIR . The Chair will call the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas to a ruling which was made on the 22d of 
May last as to this same bill. The bill was before the committee 
at that time, and the same point of order was made against it—— 

Mr. NEILL (interposing). Mr. Chairman, that was right at 
the adjournment of a night session, when it was utterly impossible 
for anybody to be AS and I think that, in common fairness, it 
would be rather hard to hold me to that as a ruling. There was 
no time whatever for any 8 to be heard on that occasion, 
but I am prepared now, I undertake to say, with authorities, with 
abundant precedents, with a decision of the Speaker of this House, 
to show that my bill is in order in its present place. I do not con- 
sider that that action last spring was a ruling. As I have already 
said, it was right in the closing minutes of the evening session, 
and there was no . for a hearing. Now, if I can be 
heard upon the question of order, I desire to be. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. NEILL. Mr. Chairman, this bill, I undertake to say, is in 
all essential pare a * bill. It has been so adjudicated and 
decided by the 8 er of this Honse. By his authority it was 
placed upon the Private Calendar. I did not put it there. I had 
nothing to do with it. It was done by the judicial action of the 
Speaker of this House. The bill went to the Private Calendar and 
has remained there ever since. But, Mr. Chairman, no objection 
is made to this bill, nor has any objection ever been made. 
tlemen have simply called time” on me on one occasion, and 
that right in the closing moments of a night session, on the ground 
that this was a poe bill. Now, I will undertake to show by 
precedents, by a decision of the present Speaker of this House made 
t hee ee on a bill entirely analogous to this, that 

ill. In that case the gentleman in charge of 


ou can reach one regi- 
all other regiments, 


tion. 
issouri- e 1418 of vol- 
ume 26 of the Statutes at Large there is found this enactment, 
chapter 568: 5 
etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereb 
roll the of 


and directed to place on the names of all of the 
officers and enlisted men of Powell's Dat 


hon 1 oe survivi 
ounted Volunteers, raised under the act of 


0 
Ma 1 for service during the war with Me: ; and the names of the 
May oe widows of such officers and culisted men, subject to the limitations 
and tions of Se laws of the United States for pensioning the 
e Mexico. 


This is printed among the private acts of that session, not 
among the public acts. 
But, Mr. Chairman, the bill for pensioning Powell's Battalion 
has a history. It was introduced in the Senate by Mr. Mander- 
son, Senator from Nebraska. 


Mr. PICKLER. I trust the gentleman from Arkansas will 
finish his ent as soon as possible. 
Mr. N I Will proceed whenever the Chair appears to be 


Mr. PICKLER. This bill has been ruled out of order two or 
three different times. 

Mr. NEILL. Whenever the Chair is willing for me to go on, I 
will proceed. I paused because the Chair seemed to be occupied. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was trying to listen to the gen- 
tleman and at the same time endeavoring to examine some authori- 
ties on the question. 

Mr. NEILL. Well, Ihave the authorities here. Lask the Chair 
to indulge me a moment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair asks the attention of the com- 
mittee a moment. The Chair finds that on the 22d of last May 
this identical bill was brought before the committee. At that 
time the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] was in the Chair. 
A point of order was made upon the bill by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Payne], and the point of order was sustained. 

Now, the Chair is inclined to think that if this question had 
— been already adjudicated this should be held to be a private 


Mr. NEILL. Right on that point, a word. 
Tho CHAIRMAN. That it should be held to be a private bill 


because it applies to a specific battalion or regiment—not toa 
class, but to the individuals in a certain military organization. 


Gen- |. 


While inclined to take a different view from the former ruling, 
har occupant of the Chair feels bound by that ruling—— 

. TERRY. Right on that point, I desire to call the attention 
of the Chair to the fact that this House at the session of last Fri- 
day night decided by unanimous consent that my colleague [Mr. 
Net should be heard upon this question. 

Mr. LL. That is in the RECORD. 

Mr. TERRY. I call the attention of the Chair to what took 
place last Friday night. 

Mr. PIC 3 t is admitted, of course. 

Mr. TERRY. Well, then, we are not bound by that former 
ruling, because it was decided on last Friday night by the House 
that my Sree Sy ionia be heard on this proposition. 87 

The CHAIR That he should be heard upon the question 
whether this is a private bill; but the Chair does not think that 
that te the position of the matter. 

Mr. PICKLER. I sug; that, if the intimation of the Chair 
should be followed upon this question, we might go a little further 
and Jig i as a private bill one applying to a whole army corps, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, g inclined to take a view 
different from the former ruling, will take the sense of the com- 
mittee upon the question—will submit the question to the decision 
of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. NEILL. Will the Chair hear me a moment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was about to take the sense of 
the Committee of the Whole as to whether this point of order 
should be sustained. 

Mr. NEILL. I want to call the attention of the Chair to the 
fact that from the ruling made in May last there was no oppor- 
3 to appeal or argument, as that zaune was made in the 
very last moments of the sitting of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is the reason why the Chair thinks 
opportunity should now be given to the Committee of the Whole 
to determine the question. : 

Mr. TALBERT. Will the gentleman from Arkansas yield to 
me for a moment? : 

Mr. NEILL. I will. 

Mr. TALBERT. Only one suggestion. It may be that the 
House and the Chair are under a misapprehension. As I under- 
stand the object of the bill, itis not to pension at once a whole 
brigade or any other military organization—nothing of the sort. 
The object, as I understand, is that this organization of Arkansas 
volunteers who fought, I believe, in the Mexican war be made pen- 
sionable, so that they may come in and apply under the regular 
pension laws and receive pensions under those laws if they sus- 
tain their applications. e case is analogous to the case of a 
body of Missouri State troops who, I believe, in the session before 
last were made 5 to apply for and receive pensions under 
the pension laws a y exis It is my understanding that 
the object of this bill in which the gentleman from Arkansas is 
interested is to make this bri, of Arkansas i 

Mr. NEILL. Nota brigade—a small battalion. 

P TALBERT (continuing). Pensionable under the existing 
ws. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will take the sense of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole upon this question. In view of the fact that 
the former ruling on thissubject was made justat the adjournment, 


with no o portoni to consider the 8 deliberately or have 
it decided by the Committee of the Whole, the present occupant 
of the chair, being inclined to hold that the is in order, will 
take the sense of the committee upon it. 

zs 5 Would it be in order for me to make a sug- 
gestion 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. GARDNER. I submit that this bill, being of a peculiar 
character, fairly illustrates the distinction which has heretofore 
been recognized by the authorities, but which it is sometimes dif- 
ficult to define between a private bill and a special bill. I think 
if there were time to examine the authorities, there would be no 
question that this is a special bill, and no question about its being 
outside of the class known as private bills. 

Mr. NEILL. I will undertake to produce the ruling of the 
resent § er of this House in a case on all fours” with 5 
olding that a bill of this nature is a private bill. If Ido not suc- 

ceed in doing that, I will withdraw the bill. 

The © . The Chair would be very glad to hear the 
gentleman’s authorities. i 

Mr. PICKLER. I hope that if the Chair is going to submit this 
question to the Committee of the Whole, the committee will under- 
stand what it is 1 to do, and will decide the question 
intelligently. Nobody would be more pleased to accommodate the 
gentleman from Arkansas than I would. I know he has been dili- 
gent and persistent with this bill, trying to get it before the House, 
and I he could have it 8 ut it is wholly out of 
order here, and it would be contrary to our rule to consider it to- 

ht. A private bill is a bill for a specific object for a single indi- 
vidual, and not for a number of individuals. If you can pension 


1896. 


a battalion, you can pension a regiment, and, on the same princi- 
ple, you can bee 4 
_Mr. TERRY. Will the gentleman ow me to ask him a ques- 


tion? 

Mr. PICKLER. Certainly. 

Mr. TERRY. Would it not be competent to pass a bill—— 

Mr. NEILL. Irisetoaparliamentary inquiry. Iwanttoknow 
who has the floor? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Dakota has at 

resent. 

Mr. NEILL. I never yielded it. 

The CHAIRMAN. e gentleman from South Dakota has 
yielded to the gentleman from Arkansas for a question. 

Mr. TERRY. Would it not be competent, for instance, by one 

F of desertion standing against three 


Mr. PICKLER. That would be a general bill. 

Mr. TERRY. Would it not be a private bill? 

Mr. PICKLER. No, sir; I think not. 
Mr. TERRY. Well, it has been so understood by the House. 

Mr. PICKLER. Why, Mr. Chairman, if this proposition were 
admissible here to-night, then, as a pariiompatiry prinapis; all 
that we would have to do in the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
would be to combine all of the eight or nine hundred bills in one 
single bill and bring them in and pass them all at one time. If 
that could possibly be held to be within the of the rule, it 
would save us an immense amount of trouble, I will admit. It 
would enable us to get them before the House and get through with 
the work in a very short time. But that is not and never has been 
the rule. That is not what is meant by a private pension bill. 

This is a general bill, and the statement of the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. TALBERT] makes it clear that it is. We have 
bill after bill pending here on the Calendar to pension certain 
militia regiments from certain States; and nobody has ever 
dreamed of getting them up as private bills, for consideration at 
these night sessions. Why, if you name a battalion in this ion 
bill, I can name my regiment, that from first to last had about 
2,000 men in it. ow, allow us to bring in a bill for the pension- 
ing of an entire regiment, if you are going to admit this. There 
is no reason why it should not be done, nor is there any reason 
why, if that principle is admitted, we could not pension a brigade 
or an army corps. y 

This is getting clear away from the object and intent of the rule. 
The private bill belongs to and affects only the single individual. 
It can not be a gen bill in any particular. There is a wide dis- 
tinction between them. 

Mr. TALBERT. Let me ask the gentleman if this is not a pri- 
vate bill in its ultimate analysis? 

Mr. HARDY. Lask that the rule be read under which we pass 


bills on Friday night. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Dakota has the 


floor. 

Mr. TALBERT. I wish the gentleman to yield to me only to 
make a su; ion or to ask this question: ile this may be a 
gen ill, is it not true that in its last analysis it becomes a 

ivate bill when applied to the private individuals who are the 
3 of it? i 

Mr. PICKLER. Thatmightbe said of any general ion law 
that could be named, because eventually it applies to the individ- 
uals who are the beneficiaries of the law. 

Mr. TALBERT. It seems to me that while this is a general 
bill, I repeat in the last analysis it comes down to private individ- 
uals and becomes a private bill. : 

Mr. PICKLER. I repeat, Mr. Chairman, that I desire the com- 
mittee to vote intelligently on this question. If you permit this 
bill to come before the committee to-night, nobody can tell what 
will be the result. What will it cost; how many individuals does 
it affect; what does it mean; how many were in that battalion, and 
what do you know of the bill? Why, it would be a most - 
ous ent. It is a general bill and should be on the Calendar 
of the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
where we have similar bills for the benefit of the militia of Mis- 
souri and Tennessee. They are on the general Calendar, where 
they belong, and simply because this is one battalion it does not 

e it any the less a general bill than if it was for an armycorps. 


I do not think, therefore, that it would be safe for the House to | re 


adopt this precedent. And besides, this bill was before the House 
in last May, as the Chair has stated, and was ruled out of order 
by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN], then in the chair. 
Fave no object in ger te the bill out but to avoid irregularity 
in our p ings; and, ropes it will not do to consider this 
and act upon it as a private ` 

Mr. RAY. Will gentleman from South Dakota allow mea 


permission of the tle- 
that if the Chair has 
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authorities decisive of the question I will not make a single 

ion. Butin view of the circumstances I will su; that 8 
is a matter of construction entirely whether the w. „private“ 
is used in the rule as meaning personal“ or simply in contradis- 
tinction to the term ‘‘ public.” 

The rule under which we act seems to me to be open to a good 
paget pa tlle aa teed tree sue aes“ ioko peia 
private pension bills,” as in the , means -= 
sions bills.” Iam not prepared to say, of course, that that is the 
proper construction of the lan of the rule, but it seems to 
me that the force and effect of the is precisely the same 
as if the word ” had been used in place of private.“ 
The language of the Constitution, Manual, and Di , page es 
sustainsthis view. It is there said: A pension bill for the relief o 
a soldier's widow is a private bill, but a bill granting a pension to 
such persons as a class instead of as individuals is a public bill.” 

Mr. PICKLER. That has e been the practice, because in 
the consideration of these bills and in their preparation one name 
only appears in the bill, and none other. has always been, as 
the gentleman states, considered as a personal bill. 

Mr. RAY. And the question is, Does the word private” refer 
to private individuals, or is it used in contradistinction to the word 
5 It seems to me it is quite a question before you have 
finished i 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is as to whether the point of 
order miado by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Ray] shall be 


Mr. PICKLER. This bill is for a battalion. If it is a private 
bill, would it be in order, for instance, to amend by moving that 
the Army of the Tennessee be included? Would not that be a 

e amendment, if this is a proper bill? z 

The CHAIRMAN. A private bill could not thus be amended. 
A private bill could not be amended by adding the name of one 
person to that of another person, much less an army. 

Mr. PICKLER. There would certainly be no inconsistency in 
attaching a brigade to a bill for the relief of a battalion. 

The C The Chair desires to take the sense of the 
comunittee on this. 

Mr. Mr. Chairman, I have never yielded the floor. I 
thought I had the right to make an argument. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman stated that he wished to 
present an authority from the S er. 

Mr. NEILL. Mr. i was ready when the gentleman 
from South Dakota [Mr. PICKLER] sprang upon the floor like a 
bolt of lightning. 

The C MAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman 


from Arkansas. 
Mr. NEILL. Mr. Chairman, I desire to have the Clerk read a 
bill which I have sent to the desk, the Powell Battalion bill, 
March 1, 1891. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Chapter 568. An act granting pensions to Powell's Battalion of Missouri 
Mounted Volunteers. 


honorably officers and enlisted men of Powell's Battal- 

of Missouri Mounted Volunteers, raised under the act of Congress of May 
18, 1846, for war with Mexico, and the names of the sur- 
viving widows of such officers and enlisted men, subject to the limitations 


Approved, March 3, 1801. 

Mr. NEILL. Now, Mr. the history of that bill is 
this: It was introduced into the Senate by Senator Manderson; 
it passed the Senate and came over to the House in pk 1890; it 
was referred to the House committee on July 29, 1890; it was 

rted by Mr. Norton and put upon the Calendar as a private 
bill. Ihave the Calendar before me from the file clerk's office, 
which the Chairman or any other gentleman can inspect. Itisa 
ivate bill. On December 4, 1890, Mr. Norton, of Missouri, who 
reported the bill in this House, undertook to call it up. Will 
this House remember who was Speaker in December, 1890? It 

was THOMAS B. REED, the same THomas B. REED who is to-da 
er. The RECORD shows that he was in the chair. pee | 


Speak 
from the RECORD: ; 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I desire to present a conference. 


hour with a confer- 
ence 2 The Committee on Invalid Pensions having no other bill, the 
call with the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Norton (from the Committee on Pensions). Mr. Speaker, I present for 
consideration the bill (S. 1828) granting pensions to Powell’s Battalion of 
Missouri Mounted Volunteers. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. DinGuey. That is a private bill. 

Who is Mr. Dineiey? Is he the equal in parliamentary knowl- 
pies and in intellectual endowments of the gentleman from South 


ota? [Laughter.] 
The SPEAKER. fan aura not on the House Calendar and is not admissi- 
ble for consideration d the morning hour. 


S It is not usual to interrupt the morni 
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The bill was not on the House Calendar, Mr. Chairman, because 
it was upon the Private Calendar, which I have here before me, 
and it was placed there by the order of THOMAS B. REED, Speaker 
of the Fifty-first Congress. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, is any more authority needed than that? 
I will put THomas B. REED, of Maine, and Governor -DINGLEY 
against the distinguished parliamentarian from South Dakota, 
and the gentleman from New York also. Iam not surprised at 
the exhibition to-night. This little bill embodies relief 

Mr. PICKLER. ill the 8 permit me a question? 

Mr. NEILL. I will not yield. 

Mr. PICKLER. This was not ona Friday night. It was not 
passed on Friday night at all. 

Mr. NEILL. I do not yield, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman declines to yield. 

Mr. NEILL. This little bill, Mr. Chairman, carries relief to 
less than thirty people. These men in 1846 and 1847 were citizens 
of the State of Arkansas. Those who are affected by the bill are 
now all old men and widows, people standing with one foot in 
the grave and the other hard by. In 1846 they volunteered and 
signed a muster roll which ian them to go to Mexico. The 
were not sent there, because the authorities concluded to sen 
them up into the Indian Territory. They served there from six 
toeight months, the five companies of this little battalion. When 
the Mexican war act was in June, 1887, and when that 

d soldier, Gen. John C. Black, of Illinois, was administerin; 

the Pension Office, he took a liberal view of that law and 9 
these people upon the on rolls under the Mexican war act 
as fast as they made their proofs. But with the advent of the 
Harrison Administration the then Commissioner of Pensions took 
a different view of the law and refused to place any more of them 
upon the roll, holding that they did not come within the purview 
of the Mexican war act. 

When I came to Congress, in July, 1893, I came with a petition 
or two in my pocket from men who had been suspended from the 
rolls, men who were members of this little Gray’s Battalion. I 
went to see Commissioner Lochren, who told me the history of 
the matter, which I have here and which is embodied in the report. 
He said that he had found the ruling of his predecessor upon the 
record, and that he was not inclined to reverse it and to hold that 
he could place these men and their widows upon the pension rolls 
under the Mexican war act. 

Immediately after that I introduced this special bill for their 
relief, and I have pressed it, Mr. Chairman, continuously, in sea- 
son and out of season—no; not out of season, because it was never 
out of season; but all the time that was proper and legitimate I 
have tried to get relief for these few people left this side of the 

ve. I am not surprised, Mr. Chairman, at the gentleman from 
South Dakota 2 t. It was the gentleman from South Dakota 
in May last, when I called up this bill, who said it was not in 
order, use it was a general bill in the very closing seconds of 
that night session. It was the gentleman from South Dakota last 
Friday night, when I was stretched upon a bed of sickness and 
unable to leave my room, who again asserted that this was a gen- 
eral bill, and said it was not admissible. 

Mr. Chairman, I undertake to say that there is not a lawyer in 
the United States who hasa chy ea poe above that of a spolio court 
or a justice’s court who would undertake to say that the ruling of 
Speaker REED in 1891 on Powell’s Battalion does not cover thi 
completely. At that time Mr. Norton, of Missouri, was trying to 
get that battalion of gallant Southerners, who did not come in 
under the Mexican war act, admitted to the pension rolls. He 
was trying to call it up as if it were a public bill. Mr. DINGLEY 
said, That is a private bill,” and Mr. Speaker REED said it was 
n private bill. It is not upon the House Calendar.” 

y, Mr. Chairman, we do not need such citations even. We 
do not need to go back to the abstruse rules of common law as to 
What is a private law and a public law. That has long since fallen 
into disuse. Private laws are silat wb sey with the general laws, 
and all that is necessary is an exhibition of the law printed b 
authority to prove it. But this bill is in all Senses a private bill, 
and the only reason I can see for the animus displayed against its 
consideration is that the benefits of this law would accrue toa few 
old men and women far down in the Southland. 

Mr. RAY. Will the gentleman allow me to call his attention to 
an . 

Mr. NEILL. I will yield to an inquiry. 

Mr. RAY. I desire to call the gentleman’s attention to an 
authority. 

Mr. NEILL. I yield, then. 

Mr. RAY. Iwillnotmakeaspeech. I will simply read to you, 
and I desire to call the attention of the Chair [cries of ‘‘ Vote!” 
**Vote!”] to the same authority. If you would keep quiet you 
would know more and behave better. I want to call attention 
to the Constitution and Manual—— 

Mr. NEILL interposed an objection. 

Mr. RAY. I was just going to read 


Mr. NEILL. I yielded only for an inquiry. 
Mr. RAY. I was just going to read from the Constitution, 
Manual, and Digest, page 483: 
The term private bill shall be construed to mean all bills for the relief of 
8 es, bills granting pensions, and bills removing political disabili- 
les. (28 Stat. L., page 601.) : 
Mr. NEILL. Does the gentleman know where that comes from? 
Mr. RAY. Let me read further. 
Af NEILL. That comes from the printing bill, which I haye 
sent for. 


Mr. RAY (reading): 


The line of distinction between pons and priyate bills is so difficult to be 
defined in many cases that it must rest on the opinion of the Speaker and the 
details of the bi It has been the practice in Parliament, and also in Con- 
bbe or consider penne Ma suchas are for the enh o! 88 ub, 
Ao com or corporations, a k „or county, or ot ty.’ 
To be a private bill it must not . in its onasin te bat for the 
particular interest or benefit of a person or persons. A pension bill for the 
relief of a soldier's widow is a private bill, but a bill ing pension to such 
persons as a class, instead of as individuals, is a public bill. 
That is just what this bill is—to grant pensions to survivors of 
this regiment as a class; and if this is good authority, then that 
settles this question. a 
Mr. HARDY. Mr. Chairman 
Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman 
Mr. NEILL. Mr. i , I did not yield thefloor. Idonot 
eld to the gentleman from South Dakota at present. I may 


ter. 

Mr. HARDY. Will the gentleman from Arkansas yield to me 
for a moment? I am a member of the committee. 

Mr.NEILL. Certainly. Iyield for a question; not for a speech. 

Mr. HARDY. Well, just a moment. I am a member of the 
committee that reported the bill, and I can explain a point or two. 

Mr. NEILL. Very well. 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Chairman, it is delightfully refreshing at 
such a late hour in the life of this Congress to see the friendly in- 
terest manifested by the gentlemen on the Democratic side of the 
House in favor of pension legislation. I regret very much that 
the gentlemen on that side were not so favorable to pension legis- 
lation at the first session of this Congress as they are now. Even 
so distinguished an objector to pension legislation as the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. ERDMAN] is as dumb as one of President 
Cleveland's dead ducks in the marshes of South Carolina on the 
merits of this bill. [Great laughter. 

If this bill were one to place on the pension roll the Indiana 
State Militia, or the Indiana Home Guards, I doubt if there 
would be so much interest manifested in its favor on the other 
side of the House. However, Lam glad to see that gentlemen over 
there have become friends of the soldiers at last; and for the re- 
mainder of this session, if we pass this bill to-night, I trust that 
we shall have no more calls for a quorum of the committee, and 
no more objections made to the passing of pension bills on Friday 


a 1 

‘i . Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New York in 
reading this authority from the Digest and Manual to show the 
meaning of the term private bill“ forgot to state that it is simply 
an extract from the printing bill which became a law in January 
1895. The language is: The term private bill shall be construed 
to mean all bills for the relief of private parties, bills enting 
pensions, and bills to remove political disabilities.” at lan- 
guage is used simply for the 2 1 8 of describing bills with a 
view to determining the number of them that shall be printed. 

Now. Mr. Chairman, judged by the very rule laid down here, 
this bill is a private bill, because it was printed as a private bill 
and only as a private bill. That is the fact, and I rest my case 
upon that fact, upon the decision of the officers of this House that 
this is a private bill, manifested by printing only the number of 
copies that the law authorizes to be printed of a private bill, and, 
further, I rest it upon the decision of S er REED in the Fifty- 
first Congress in the analogous case which I have cited. The lan- 
guage read from the Digest by the gentleman from New York is, 

Tipos simply a quotation from the printing bill, and is there 
used for the p of determining how many copies of each 
kind of bill shall be printed, and I say again that, judged by that 
rule as interpreted by the officers of this House, this is a private 
bill, because the number of copies of it printed was the number 
which is prescribed by the law for private bills. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not think it is necessary to detain the 
committee longer in the consideration of thisquestion. I confess 
to a great deal of interest in this bill, because it is a matter that 
has occupied more of my attention than almost any other, on ac- 
count of the injustice that has been done to a few old people in 
this land, old soldiers and their widows, men who volunteered in 
1847 and followed the flag of their country even to the halls of the 
Montezumas, braving death and disease, but who have been unable 
to get in under the Mexican war pension act. It occurs to me, 
Mr. Chairman, that, judged in the light of common sense, judged 
by judicial reason, judged by the authority of Speaker REED in 


1896. 
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the luminous statement which I have cited, there can be no ques- 
tion that this is a private bill. Gentlemen say that upon that 
4 we might pass bills here tacking on brigades and divisions, 

mt that is the merest nonsense. In legislating upon these mat- 
ters we are governed by the rules of common sense, and, as [have 
said, the old. rules of the common law as to what would be a pub- 
lic bill and what would be a private bill are abrogated, : 

This bill has been treated at every step in this House as a private 
bill, by the Speaker, by the Clerk, by those having authority to 
deal with it; but when the time comes for its consideration then we 
have invoked here the specter of a “public bill,” right in the face 
of the decision of the Speaker of this House, rendered in 1890, only 
six years ago, that a bill similar to this was a private bill. Mr. 
Norton, in charge of that bill at that time, was ruled out because 
it was held to be a private bill, and yet the gentleman from South 
Dakota [Mr. PIcKLER] and his allies here now would rule out 
these feeble old men and women from the benefit of the pension 
oe berrosa they say that this is a public bill! Mr. Chairman, I 

ve done. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call the attention of 
the committee to one or two considerations connected with this 
bill. Some members here, rp) with me about it, have seemed 
to fear that if we the bill it would be a great addition to 
the pension roll. to that, I want to call attention to some facts 
as set forth in the report. I read from the report: 

The following co dence — . the course pursued by the Pension 


Bureau with reference to these c ts, and also indicates that the number 


of persons likely to be benefited by the passage of the act is very as 
pode of the peso An and widows To already pensioned under former rul- 


ings of the Department: 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C., August 1, 189%. 
DEAR SIR: I was some months since informed you that under General 
Black's construction of the act of Congress of J: a Dy yo 29, 1889, 1 for 
msioning soldiers of the Mexican war, some of the members of Lie 
lonel Gray's Battalion of Arkansas Volunteers, 1846 and 1847, were on the 
pension list but as under your construction of the act these soldiers are 
n rovisions. 
4 ve an ere, to offer to H. R. 7414, now pending, to include these 
soldiers and their widows. 
Will you kindly furnish me (if it can be done) by Friday, 3 p. m., a state- 


t showing number of these men now on pension roll and number of re- 
jected nppliontions on TE 
er. * 
7 2 ROBERT NEILL. 
Hon. WILLIAM LOCHREN, 
Commissioner of Pensions. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE 8 BUREAU OF PENSIONS, 
Washington, D. C., August 2, 189%. 
Sin: In a aE a with the request contained in your communication of 
yesterday, I have the honor to advise you that I have caused a careful 
examination of the Mexican war pension records (act of January 29, 1887) to 
po made, and it appears that 58 claims haye been filed under this act by sol- 
jers who all service in Gray's Battalion, Arkansas Volunteers. Of this 
Twenty-five claims 


umber 52 c shave been admitted and 6 rejected. 
have been filed by the widows of such soldiers, and of this number 10 have 
admitted, 15 rejected, and there are 2claims now pending. 
RECAPITULATION, 
diore” claims fled... ...... . . cnecus 58 
idows' claims fle. 25 
W E S E N EER 83 
idiers’ claims admitted „ “62 
idows’ claims admitted 


Idiers’ claims rejected 
idows’ claims rejected 
Widows’ claims pending. 


CT. wm. ee ee 8 
Very respectfully, 


Hon. ROBERT NEILL, 
House of Representatives. 


reced Heri act mgress 
eee, ere Beben x — — n piren 
war), approved March 3, 1891. 

In 1885, the Commissioner of Pensions, Commissioner Black, I 
believe, decided that these men were not entitled to the benefit of 
the Mexican war pension act because they had not actually got 
into Mexico. They went up into the Indian Territory, and then, 
instead of letting them go on to Mexico, the Government author- 
ities put them to garrison the fort there and sent the regulars who 
were at the fort on to Mexico to take part in achieving those great 
victories which added luster to the arms of this Government in 
that memorable war. There is only a little handful of these vet- 
erans left, and whether this bill is subject to a technical objection 
or not, as we have the matter up here now, why not pass the bill and 
let these old fellows get the benefit of the pension law for the short 
time remaining to them. They are dying off every day. Let 
us cut the knot of technicality and do justice to these old soldiers. 
This bill has been submitted tothe committee. Now let us sustain 
what the Chair indicates would be his ruling and pass this bill. 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, the previous gentleman from 
Arkansas—very ‘‘ previous ” often in this House—becomes jocular, 
and compares my parliamentary knowledge with that of the 
Speaker of the House and the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DING- 
LEY]. I want to say that in my opinion it would make REED 
and DINGLEY, a hundred years hence, turn over in their graves, if 
they could hear such propositions as the gentleman claims that 
Hoy have held in regard to bills of this nature, 

ow, this bill in regard to Powell’s Battalion, which is cited as 
a precedent here, was not up at a Friday night meeting at all; it 
was up on Tuesday, February 24, 1891. It came up by unanimous 
consent. Let me read from the RECORD of the proceedings at 
that time. 

Several MEMBERS. Let us vote. 

Mr. PICKLER. No; Iam not going to be misrepresented; I 
do not wish the Committee of the Whole to vote without a cor- 
rection being made of the misrepresentations of the gentleman 
from Arkansas—because they are clear misrepresentations. I 
read from page 8213, volume 118, of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 


POWELL’S BATTALION MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. Norton. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee of the Whole 
from the further consideration of the bill which I send 

t it be now put upon its passage. 

was read, as follows. 

Then the bill is given. I read further: 


ye SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of this bill? 
. BURROWS. I think we should have some explanation of this measure. 
The proposition appears to be to put a whole battalion on the pension roll. 
Then the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CaANNoN] and other 
penen engaged in the debate, until we find on page 3214 the 
ollowing: 
Mr. DOOKERY. I hope there will be no objection to the bill. 
The Speaker. Is there objection? 
Mr. Speaker REED did not think the bill had any right to con- 
sideration under the rules, He asks, ‘‘Is there any objection?” 


Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR. I demand the regular order. [Cries of Oh, nos 
The SPEAKER. The order is demanded. 
Mr. MOKINLEY. lam cted by the Committee on Rules to submit the 
report which I send to the desk. 


Imay say, parenthetically, that Mr. McKinley will submitanother 
report down here pretty soon. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio presents a report from the Com- 
mittee on Rules. 

Mr. JosepH D. TAYLOR. While I do not know an ning personally about the 
merits of the bill of the tleman from Missouri . NORTON], Lam assured 


it is all right; and I withdraw the demand for the lar order. 
Mr. Mo. LEY. As my col ue (Mr. Josern D. TAYLOR] withdraws the 
demand for the regular order, not at this moment action on the 


report which I have sent to the desk. 


e SPEAKER. The gentleman withdraws the demand for the regular order. 

Is there objection to the consideration of the bill presented by the gentleman 

from Missouri [Mr. Norton]? The ears none. 

The House accordingly proceeded to the consideration of the bill; which was 
ordered to a third g, read the third time, and passed. 

That is the way the bill with reference to Powell’s Battalion 
was passed. It was passed by unanimous consent on a Tuesday, 
in the daytime—not at a Friday night session at all; and the 
Speaker was evidently holding all the way along that the bill was 
out of order, because he continued to put the query to the House 
as to whether there was objection. Itwas by unanimous consent, 
and in no other way, that the bill came up for consideration. 

In reply to what the 5 has said about the personal 
deserts of the people embraced in this bill, I have not a word to 
an I think my record in regard to the treatment of old men and 
old women coming here for pensions will compare favorably with 
the record of any gentleman on the other side of the House. The 
point I make is that this bill is ont of order, and, as chairman of 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, I do not think I can afford to 
sit here and submit to such a measure being taken up as a private 
bill without objection on my part. I have no objection to raise in 
regard to any equities that there may bein favor of the bill. The 
simple point is whether the bill is in order or out of order. 

enever this bill has been presented here before (for I think I 
remember its having come up at three or fout different times) it 
has always been treated as a joke. To-night it seems to be pre- 
sented as a serious matter. I think the bill is out of order, and I 
hope such will be the ruling of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. McRAE. Mr. Chairman, it is well before we vote that we 
should understand the facts not only as to this bill, but as to the 
precedents which have been cited. There is no controversy about 
the correctness of the record read by the gentleman from South 
Dakota, Mr. PIOKLER, and none about the record read by my col- 
league, General NEILL. The record in each case was made upon two 
different occasions, though on the same bill. On one occasion the 
bill was presented during the morning hour, when only bills on 
the House Calendar—public bills—could be considered. This bill 
being a private bill, and being on the Calendar as a private bill, 
the point was made by the distinguished gentleman from Maine 
. DINGLEY] that it could not be considered during that hour. 

he Speaker sustained the point; holding that it was not only a 
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private bill, but was on the Private Calendar. On the other oc- 
casion referred to by my friend from South Dakota the bill was 
passed by unanimous consent, and the Calendar it was on was 
immaterial. There can be no question about this. 

Now, I trust that this Committee of the Whole, which is called 
upon through the fairness of the to settle this ques- 
tion, should do so with a distinct understanding of the whole rec- 
ord. When this bill was reported during the last session—in the 
early of this Congress—it was assigned by the Speaker under 
the rules to the Private Calendar. There it remained until it was 
reached on the Calendar—reached at a time when, to e fn 
knowledge, we were within a very few minutes of past 10 
o’clock, and when the question was decided without debate and 
without discussion, although gentlemen were on the floor ready 
to debate it and to present the precedents which have been sub- 
mitted by my colleague here to-night. Under such circumstances 
the decision was made which has been referred to by the Chair. 
The present Chairman is not satisfied that itshould stand, and has 
submitted the point to the committee. 

The bill has continued upon the Private Calendar ever since 
then, notwithstanding the alleged hasty, ill-considered decision. 
Now, is it fair to General NEILL, is it fair to the committee itself, 
to keep this bill upon the Private Calendar, treating it as a private 
bill until the opportunity comes to pass it, and then say that it is 
a public bill, and thereby send it to the foot of the Union Calen- 
dar, without regard to whether it is a public or a private bill and 
without regard to whether it affects one man, two men, three 
men, or twenty men? I think common fairness requires that this 
committee should give the bill consideration at this time. If it 
is a just measure, let us pass it; if not, let us vote it down. But 
I appeal to the committee to overrule the point and dispose of it. 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Will the gentleman permit a question? 

Mr. McRAE. Certainly. 

Mr. SMITH of Ilinois. Several of us desire to see this bill 
and the report, but the copies seem to be Cee: I would 
ask the gentleman from Arkansas if this is to place all of the 
members of that 7 page? battalion on the roll? 

Mr. MCRAE. It is to give them a pensionable status. 

Mr. NEILL. No; it is to place them on the pension roll. Two- 
thirds of the survivors of the battalion are on the roll to-day. 
There are only 26 e so far as known up to this time, 
be added to the roll. Those who applied and made their proof 
during the administration of General Black in that office were 
placed on the roll. Those which were presented to the incoming 
administration after General Black’s nistration closed were 
refused. Twenty-six people are all the pending applicants, as I 
am informed by the Commissioner. 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Now, if I can be permitted a moment, 
Mr. Chairman, I desire to make a single remark. I asked the 
question simply for information and for the reason that we were 
unable to secure copies of the bill and the report, and were there- 
fore unable to understand Sally. Jost what was desired to be done 
or what the bill was intended lish. 

I understand that the pending question is on the point of order 
raised against the consideration at the Eriday night session, and 
I desire to say that I am surprised at some of the old soldiers on 
the Republican side of the House raising such technical objections 
in a matter of this kind. 

I was not in the Army myself. Thank God I was too young to 
be there. But it does seem to me that those who served during the 
last war and who are day after day and night after night urging 
with earnestness legislation in favor of the soldiers of our country 
should not rise on an occasion of this kind and present technical 
objections to a bill which is brought up for consideration and 
which involves the pensioning of some of our soldiers. 

I believe myself, sir, after the very bap examination that I 
have been able to give to this measure, that it properly belongs 
on the Private Calendar, where it has been 3 by the Speaker 
of the House; and we could have voted this measure up or voted 
it down long ago, instead of taking up an hour or more in discuss- 
ing whether a point of order should or should not be sustained 
against it. Those who are to be benefited by this bill if it should 
become a law are as much entitled to the consideration of the 
patriotic citizens of this country as are any of the soldiers of any 
war since this Government has its existence. 

I simply give these suggestions. I shall vote against some of 
my colleagues on this measure, and I am sorry that they have pre- 
cipitated the character of fight on this bill which they have. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the point of order be 
sustained? The point of order is made that this bill is not in order 
to-night; that it is not a private bill, coming within the terms of 
the rule, although on the Private Calendar. 

The question was taken; and the point of order was overruled. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is, Shall the bill be laid 
aside with a favorable Sg ee 
ee ¥ ee I e to offer the following amendment 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


. J 
“That the provisions 8 ws are hereby extended to 
officers and enlisted men, their wido children, dependent mothers an 
all militia raised States during the 1861 


Sagmo 2. That tho following provisionsot patagrech Ned vised 
ow in; i 
Statutes of the United States ao 8 "Ba 0 claims of . non- 
enlisted L poron on aceount of disability from wounds or injury received in 
valid ek atten estan to a eee to the 4th da; spa — 
1874.“ be, and the same are hereby, repealed.” J 2 

Mr. PITNEY. I make the point of order 

Mr. MCRAE. Imake the point of order, Mr. Chairman, first, 
that this is not e to the pending bill, and second, that the 
rule prohibits the adding of one private bill to another as an 
amendment. If the Chair desires authority 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to rule upon the ques- 
tion. The point of order is sustained. 

Mr. CROWTHER. With all due deference to the ruling of the 
Chair, I appen: feni the decision. 

The C . The pinan is, Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee? 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I hope the gentlemen on the 
other side of the House will take an equitable view of this matter. 
These militia performed good services, and I should be sorry to 
see them kept off the rolls—old men and old women. 

Mr. NEILL. Well, bring along your bill. 

Mr. PICKLER. I hope the gentleman from Illinois will also 
remember that these men performed services, and are entitled to 
consideration. They are just as much entitled to consideration as 
the others were, and now let us swallow the whole thing, as you 
have insisted upon taking a part of it. I trust that they will not 
do injustice now to these militia regiments. 

Mr. TERRY. . I suggest to the gentleman that he do what has 
been done in this case, get the report of a committee in favor of it. 

Mr. CROWTHER. It has been favorably reported. 

Mr. PICKLER. If you can pension one r ent, I do not see 
why you can not add another regiment to it. I hope these gentle- 
men will not be unfair to these poor old people. 

Mr. TERRY. vs Sed a bill in their favor. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. That has been done already. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee? 

The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr, 
CROWTHER), there were—ayes 91, noes 0. 

Accordingly, the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do 

Mr. PICKLER. I move to reconsider. 

Mr. MCRAE. Yon can not do that in Committee of the Whole. 
. CHAIRMAN. That can not be done in Committee of the 

Mr. PICKLER. I call for tellers. 

Mr. MCRAE. Too late. 

Mr. PICKLER. If I can have unanimous consent, what I wish 
to know is, How many people are carried by this bill? [Cries of 


Regular er 

Mr. NEILL. the gentleman had asked for the reading of the 
report, he would have found that out; but I shall be happy to state 
the fact to him. On Au 2, 1894, according to Commissioner 
Lochren’s letter to myself, there were 21 applicants. U, 
Here BA E hak then as eya = es 25 ae in 
my hand, i of these people who will get $8 a month. 

. PICKLER. Have you their names? 

Mr. NEILL. No. 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The regular order is called for. 
will report the next bill. 


WILLIAM M. DALZELL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill ce R. 
1498) directing the Fe ave War to grant an honorable dis- 
charge to William M. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit Ae That the Secretary of War be directed to amend the 
CCC. 
3 3 to the end of the war. 8 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


GEORGE M. BROOKS. 


The Clerk 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (G. 637) 
granting a pension to George M. Brooks. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 
it enacted, etc., That th „FFC 
Rist an directed 1 on the pension roll the name of . 
Brooks, late private in 1 5 Company of the Sixty-ninth 5 of 8 
Infantry Volunteers, and pay to him a pension of $15 per month. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report in this 


case. 
The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 
mmittee on Invalid Pensi to whom was referred the bill (S. 637) 
pent: Ae a pone to George “pre having carefully considered the 
grantini Fl as their own the annexed Senate report (No. 351), and recom- 
mond that the bill do pass. 
[Senate Report No. 351, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 
The Committee on Pensi e eee Se erecting 
a — to George M. Brooks have examined th and 


aoe aS testifies the’ 5 at 
anana toe about the middle of November, 1862, which en 
destroyed his voice and induced his from which he is still suf- 


pain in gong 

fering; and that during the fall of 1862 and the following winter, while he 
was in the service of the United Sanos he incurred a throat and lung trouble 

from which he has never been entire! ray clear since; — it has at times been 
3 and at other times wo: sometimes very bad; that some of his 
cians told him that he had bronchitis, — ol 0d 1 was a throat and 
Fane trouble, and others asthma; that for years he been troubled with 
iness and swimming in the head, glimmering in 6 tho 

om under moderate exercise or 5 and has general disability. 

Surgeon Jameson testifies that said Brooks had some acute bronchitis d fol- 
lowing the meser he also had the jaundice, which was contracted while in 
the United States service and line of duty at Indianapolis on or about No- 


vem ie 
te of disability for discharge the 
ane general i any Oh consequent upon measles 


ber 23, 1863, finds a 
sequent upon > dose baie that he is still unable to labor, 


P. H. Jameson, ac United States Army, states that when sol- 
dier was discharged he was unfit for duty by 8 ot acute bronchitis 
follo nib’ measles; he had als also jaundice, which was while in the 
service of the United States and the line of his duty. at 8 Ind., on 

or about the 15th day of November, 1802. 

Said Brooks was honorably se 29th day of A N goaia and 
on his certificate of it is sta was discharged 
of 83 disability and aphonia, 9 upon measles contracted in 
camp at Indiana; 

The 1 — 1 — that said Brooks made application for = invalid managen 
ere in 1863, which was granted to him on on certificate e 
pension certificate stated that said Brooks should have an Praia ipea examina- 
tion in order to draw his yearly pension, but on account of his having failed 
to appear for his medical examination in 1864 he was dropped from the rolls 
as a pensioner, and has never received any pension since, 

On February 27, 1891, said Brooks made it ete ge to the Pension Office 
for “restoration to the pension rolls 910 5 of 3 disability 
from bronchial troubles, weak eyes, liver, and general 
debility.” But on account of his not — — N to furnish all tho evidence 

mired i him by the Pension Office he failed to get restored to the 
pension rolls. 

Said Brooks further testifies that he is unable to furnish evidence required 
showing physical condition from 1864 to 1868 for the sonoran renada, e 
Soon a ee being discharged 2 left home on account of health, And 

from under the care and cognizance of a famil physician, going 
1o place and 


ha’ no 
Hime having so 8 
since raish th 


crane: — 555 belleving that drugs would not cure him, he — no ho mok 
reatmen 

George W. Mears, examining surgeon, on pot 1, 1863, rated said Brooks as 
three foartis inen tated for obtaining his subsistence b by manual labor 
from aphonia and . 

L. D. Personett, M. D. eee 1863, that said Brooks had been 
under his treatment for 33 and aphonia, the result of an attack of 
measles while in Com at Indians polis in November, 1862. 

W. P. Morrison, M under — of August 20, 1881, testifles as follows: 

have known the above Geo M. Brooks for the last thirteen years; 
that I am his family paran; that the said Bical M. Brooks has suf- 
fered from aphonia and chronic 8 liver disease; further, that a is a strictly 
temperate man and of habits; that I consider him incapacitated for 
heavy manual labor or farm work, and been the entire tin time of my 
bai" bey amr nee with him by reason of the above Seen a A 

ollowing is the professional statement of a reputable physician concern- 
ing the present condition of the soldier's health: 


SALINA, KANS., February 18, 1898. 


I haye this day examined Geo M. Brooks, about 53 years of late a 
rivate in Company D D = the Sixty-ninth niece Indiana V. 3 
ion 


vin 
that his disability ema pi from an attack of Bad es which led toa onic 
brouchi with exacerbations and remissionsand ee with considerable 
bronchorrhea, always worse in the winter months. He also basa weak heart. 
He is entirely unfittoperform manual labor, but ronda perform about one- 
fourth that of an able-bodied man. 
W. S. HARVEY, M. D. 


CCC 5 
€ TSO} own to me 
ticing Be cts „ and made the Aas AN ep affida davit. z 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 20th eit of 3 

BURY S 


[SEAL] 
Olerk of the District Abe of Saline County, Kans. 
STATE OF KANSAS, County of Saline, ss: 


I, 5 8 Brown, clerk of said count 


and State aforesaid, do hi 
that W S. Harvey is a practicing p > res reg Mins toa 


sr “por f twenty-five years’ standing, 
as shown by the records on file in my offi S ma dis : 
[SEAL.] te BROWN, County Clerk. 
The soldier himself makes oath and testifies as follows: 
SALINA, KANS., February 19, 1896. 


vate in Company D, Sixty-ninth nt 


Indiana Volunteers, being d that he is the identical 
olun! Y sworn, sa: at is ti 
M. Brooks above ref toy thas bein DON in tee Bhp tomer cee 


He further sa . hysical labor, and thai 
ts tne result t of measles con 5 


he fall of the year 
military service of 4 the Aa Poy States, so he verily be- 
lieves. That he has never been able to do bie eroria physical labor since he 
was discharged from the service of the United S 
GEO. M. BROOKS, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 19th ony. of 8 1896. 
[SEAL.] A. L. BRO ‘iounty Clerk, 
3 which being 3 your committee recommend the passage of 


The bill was le to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN J. BOATW RIGHT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6283) granting an increase of pension to John J. Boatwright. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


t, late of ` 
try, at the n 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the follow- 
ing amendment: 

In line 7 strike out the word “seventy-two” and insert in lieu thereof the 
word “thirty.” 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr, 
ERDMAN] calls for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. CROWTHER) was read, as follows: 
on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill At 
ng out the word “seventy-two,” in ine . 
John J. Boatwright enlisted Ji a rere and served as nrivate, Company 
ET Twenty- eet — — yon unteer March 6 as, he until Nees 3. 1834, when he was 


8 an application for pension 
> incurred in 1861, While building fortifl- 


The Committee 
6233) entitled “A bill 
leave to submit the 


He was 
nia; 8 20 75 
increase claim to Al Lor for ieh, 
March 23, 1888. Increase 


al deafness of both 


ears, and ei board at Kearney, 


eths oe 
= ous 
PE 8 ie 8 5 condition as follows: 
8 Me we 
Eyes Pu pile do Fa respond rend pa to ent and shade; conjunctiva of 
bot ie? ue sclerotic coat inflam B. right eye, can not see type 
eft eye, can not see test cepa, can not count figures with left eye soak 
fie can — discern light with right eye; can read large print with glasses 
he has— -+ glasses. 
Pulse intermittent. No inguinal tumors found; inguinal rings normal; no 
tumor through external ring. 9 normal. Considering age and condition 
of eyes, believe applicant aA able K rform manual labor. 


Dr. L. P. Woodworth, a See filed affidavit August 9, 1894, that he 
has been family phy Thos. and OLLAD t has in feeble condi- 
tion d en Ph e, oe havin been able to Sony Da DS a day. s labor since 
first acq tance. His gaitis feeble, hog hag J to walk with a cane all the time. 


He fei pe her from a fistulous opening in left side just above crest of ili 
which discharges pus all the aes has incomplete hernia of right side, an 
can not wear truss. Urine thick, highly colored, and offensive, and has to DE 
voided uently; mind is techie and memory 77 unfitting him for any 
eta a ant is eld ed from oring e living. 
Dr. H. 8. Hill, 3 ringfiel Mo., filed affidavit February 24, 1896, from which 
we extract follo 
“Examined claimant 88 1896; left testicle was very much atro- 
hied. soft, and tender. No he down to-day, jee Se Lr rings are plainly 
‘elt, and there is is impulse against finger on yugn ng. Posterior curvature 
of dorsal vertebræ very prominent. Fistula l4 inches back of upper border 
of crest of left ilium; Bak expressed on examination. Leftleg on an nee 
linch s er than ht; little or no feeling over left leg from knee u 
manifests no . i when penap Tinolied or pricked with a pin. Appli- 
cant compelled to use a cane 
“Find pas 8 iritis, quite severe, 1 right eye, leaving or it Jade 7 
irregular irresponsive m appearances, won 
the sight of right eye almost entirely gone, and otis 
any practical use. 


187 eee for twenty-seven years.“ 

Dr. M. yatt and Dr. B. T. Northrip filed affidavits Februa: braary 24 1896, 
substantially corroborating Dr. Hill, and each states he found he of both 
sides, and total blindness o 5 7 5 eye —— tly impaired vision of left e 2. 
Dr. Wyatt says he is only ab very large print with great 
ficulty, and both state he is ra tnompacitated for manual labor. 

Your committee believe an injustice has been done this pensioner and 
82 recommend the passage of this bill as amended, to give him $30 per 


The amendment recommended by the committee was a agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be 5 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
CHARLES W. SEN TMAN. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1811) granting an increase of pension to Charles W. Sentman. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre 
authorized and directed to pay to Char 


I tears — 
Have been a 


of the eee be) 5 is here 
W. Sentman, late of Company 
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Pagar een of Indiana Volunteers, a pension of $30 per month from 
his act, in lieu of the pension now drawn by him of $8 per 
8 under certificate No. 111888. 


The CHAIRMAN. The questionis on laying aside the bill with 


a favorable recommendation. 
. ERDMAN. Mr. , I ask for the reading of the 


Te 
port CHAIRMAN. The report will be read. 
a report (by Mr. KIRKPATRICK) was read: as follows: 


e Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (E. R. 
1311) for the relief of Charles W. Sentman, submit the eee beng ar 
Charles W. Sentman enlisted in Com pany D; Twentie Infantry, 
and was duly mustered into the gervicn of of the United States on the 22d da; 
fon July, 1861; an a8 served until July 2, 1865, when he was mustered out an 


1 
articipat ted in the followin; ogre preg Sens Station, Charles 
giy Ford, Mine Run, Battles of th wad „5 

ellys For: e Run, eso A apeo 8 
No rth Bermuda Hundred, an woe tt 

He was wounded in the shoulder t 155 Second and again 
Hr front of e where a finger of the righ Fahl eat away. 

5 . Painter, a reputable = os a comrade of ips —. — says, in 
a f vit filed with th the papers in th 

“I knew him intimately and SOART ‘all of said time [covering enlist- 
ment and service]. Atthetime of his his enlistment 3 in good phys- 
ical condition an in good health, and a; spparenik pike ls Emel ete 
the regiment. He was a good soldier an 8 never 

any duty or responsibility 

Frank Barwick, ar comrade, says in an affidavit on file in the case: 

“I certify that C. W. Sentman was a soldier with me in Com: —.— D, Twen- 
tieth Taans Volunteer Infantry, and vas counted one ears ees rugged 
as well as bravest of that com from 8 — — a! 2. 1893.55 
then severely wounded at “Get tysburg, Pa. en suffi cient y recovers 
returned and bore a faithful tas far ge able until some time in ney, 
was again wounded, but re to regiment with less abili 
perk butif anything more ee He was a No. | soldier, an 

xample 8 many tter service. We were er Gen. 
3 up to death, and he recommended that a token of honor be boven 
to the foremost of hiscommand, twoof wan were in my company,and 
Sentman was firs first to be named by all presen minnie cess 
I am not aware of his ever failing to do ate chain d uty in camp, 
cially on picket, march, and battlefield.” 

He is now 2 ry per month under the law of 1862. 

0 


The ph aah of ommissioner of Pensions to this committee in this case 
shows that “applicant's — and mental condition is that, in addition to to 
wounds for which pensioned,he has for which he is rated three- 


fourths, and one-fourth for two wens in scalp,” thus showing total disability. 

The same facts are shown by Drs. Fenton and Sweet yc: 88 phy- 
sicians of Wil rt Ind. and by numerous other affidavits on file. 

He has a wife and child, a little gir 3 

His wife is in feeble health, and ependent apon the $8 pensi 
received from the Government. He is stones withou 1 
He has never applied for a pension under the act of 1890. His a oe 

an increase was rejected in 1892, because the disabilities other 
which he is pensioned were not shown to be of service origin. 

In view of the long and meritorious services rendered by this soldier, of his 
wounds, and his present helpless physica and financial condition, your com- 
mittee recommend the passage of 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. hora I move to amend b; 
out of line 4 the words pay to” and inserting in lieu t toon the 
words ‘* pacai 2 5 m the pension roll the name of.” 

The C e Chair will suggest that there should 
be a further amendment in line 5. 

Mr. PICKLER. Yes,I desire to amend further b 
after the word volunteers,“ in line 5, the words “an 2 
After the word “month,” in line 6, I move to strike out ‘ns re- 

mainder of the bill and insert in lieu thereof the words “in lieu 
of the pension he is now receiving.” 

I think that puts the bill in shape. 

The CHAIR . The Chair will treat all these suggestions 
as one amendment, which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A d b t, in line 4, the words“ to“ and inse inli 
thereof. tne words “place . — the: pension roll “f name of.“ wins, a 

Also, in line 5, after the word volunteers,“ insert the words “and pay 


Also strike out all after the word “month,” in line 6, | and. insert in lieu 
thereof the words in lieu of the pension he is now receiving.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
CLARA L. NICHOLS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill 
6528) to increase the pension of Clara L. Nichols, widow o 
Aa Gen. W. A. Nichols: 

e bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, = — Le Ro penam of Clara L. Nichols, widow of the late 
Bvt. Gen. of the United States Army, be, and it is 
hereby, ea 5 r per month to $100 per month, and the Secretary of 
the 4 is hereby authorized and directed to place the name of the said 
Clara L. Nichols npon the pension roll at the rate 61 $100 per month, subject 
to the provisions of existing pension laws. 

Mr. CROWTHER, Mr. Chairman 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 


ba for 


R. 
Byt. 


Mr. PICKLER. Thisis the gentleman’s own report, and I hope 
he will not ask that it be read. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I would rather have this report read. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the 

words “‘ seventy-five” and insert in lieu thereof the word fifty.“ 

Mr. Chairman, this is another of those bills making an invidious 


many widows of general officers have had their 
claims 


distinction between the widows of general officers and the widows 
of private aig I think the line ought to be drawn right here 


el or sort of proposition. 
HAHN That would require an amendment in line 6 
a; tine 9. 


Mr. CROWTHER. Certain! 1 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chana pope that amendment will pre- 
vail. I was unavoidably detained this Howe | and was surprised 
to find when I reached here that a pension been passed giving 


“ied widow of General Gibbon 8100 a a month. 


A MEMBER. Providentially detained. 

Mr. BLUE. It was not providentially; it was unavoidably, 
Later on I hope we shall be able to cut that pension down to 
where it belongs. I understood from the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Curtis] that it would not be pressed beyond $75; but 
this evening, in the absence of some of us, it was put up to $100. 
This invidious distinction of which the gentleman from Missouri 
speaks is becoming invidious to the whole country, and it is about 
time it should stop. This lady’s husband was a brevet major- 
general and not a major-general, so that $50 ought to be the out- 
side limit for the pension of the widow of any brigadier-general, 


or any other man, for that matter. 
Mr. ERDMAN Chairman, I call for the reading of the 
in my own time. 


he report (by Mr. ERDMAN) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, Y whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6528) to increase the pension of Clara L. Nichols. w oN of Byt. a Gen. 
W. A. SERO, having had the same under considerati on, respectfully report: 
The War Department gives General Nichols's service as follows: 
Wan DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, December h, 1891. 
Statement 2 a N ee of William A. 33 late of the United 
tes Army, compiled from the records of this office. 


Cadet at eat United Shee Mili Academy, July 1, 1834, to July 1, = 
when he was i ; brevet second lieutenant Secon 
„July 1, 1838; pong eutenant, 5 7, 1838; first lieutenant, June 
1, 1844; mental adj Ses breve ber 8, 1847, and Sep- 
tember 1, 1848, to Se — —— 2. brevet € ca — — assistant n 
eral, July 29, 1852; brevet utant-general, 
lieutenant-colone! t 5 August 3, 1861; colonel, assist- 
ant adjutant-general, June J. 1 
ve cap September — 2 tor t 2 in the several con- 
flicts at Monterey, Mexico; September 8, 1847, for nt and meri- 
torious conduct in the battle Moline del Roy Mexico; ier-general 
tember 24, 1864, and eh pe ts March 13, 1865, for meritorious an 
ul services during the 


SERVICE. 
ber 10, 1838, and served with it at Fort Ni- 
; at Fort Gratiot, Mich., to December 1533; 
1839; on sick leave to October 15, 1839; with 
peor 1 1800 at Madison B 10, ; 


Qoto pr SMR at 


ber 
10, 1843 oe —— 1 Wort Beatie 


1845; with rein nt Fore cok b 
ent a um 
at Srbi Adams, R. I. June 1, 1846; en route 
tion of Texas and in the war with Mexico to 


5 g recruits to 
to September 1, 1845; 
the military occu; 


Cerro Gordo April 17 
ture of San Antonio 
jee of ae del 
of Cha tepec” and in 

the assault and aii of the 154 40 exico Sys tember 13 and 14. 1817 on 
Lt service December 8, to June 22, 1448 ; on leave to September 


8 —— niy 8 a 3 Ta on duty in Adj — 
s D. C., to October 7, 1852; rn 

9 October 8, 1852, to May 19, 1853; of 

ent of New 3 uly 20,1853, to (on leave March 16 to Au st 


duty in 
Washi 
assistant adjutant- 
of death, April 8, 


at St. Louis, Mo., as 
e Missouri, August 11, 1864, to date 


H. C. CORBIN, 
ee Assistant Adjutant-General. 
First Lieut. W. A. NICHO 
Twenty-third In, untry, a Clark, Tex. 

(Through Maj. 8. T. g. Office Commissary-General.) 

The applicant, now 66 years old, files the following petition for the increase 
of her pension: 

“The pension certificate of Clara L. Nichols, widow of Col. and Bvt. Maj. 
Gen. William A. Nichols, United States Army, No. 153845, dated the 22d day 
of November, 1873, 3 at Topeka, Kans., amounts to $30 a month. 

„This is the regular pension allowed by law to officers of the general's 
rank, and a act of Congress will be necessary to increase it; but so 

nsion raised to $50 and s10 
e, and who certainly coi 


per month whose are not as strong as 


1896. 
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since. During that time my friends urged my a ying f n- 
T a ‘4 a rf ppl rt for myself and family, 

only too grateful for the position that enabled me to do so. 
“Now, with advancing years and somewhat enfeebled health, Ilay my case 


base m tion. 

K Por generations my family haye been in the service of the United States 
Army and Navy, thereby precluding the Bp ae of acquiring propert 
for the benefit of survivors. My grandfather, Thomas ussy, was an offl- 
cer of the French navy, and during the war of the Revolution served on the 
Bon Homme Richard with the renowned Paul Jones. My father, Gen. R. E. 
De Russy, Corps of Engineers, United States Army, was one of West Point's 
earliest yates, roughy in the war of 1812, and devoted a long life to the 


service of his coun: 

My husband's father, Mr. F. B. Nichols, was a midshi; on board the 
frigate Chesapeake in the war of 1812, was wounded and en prisoner, and 
from this wound suffered till the close of his honorable life. Tothe personal 
and military record of my late husband, Gen. W. A. Nichols, especially during 
the Mexican war, I invite attention with unmixed 7 nana 

Unfortunately the war of the rebellion found General Nichols serving in 
Texas, the a capone, PAES of the archtraitor Gen. David Twiggs,and with 
many others he was forced to submit to the humiliation of being given over 
to the enemy asa ‘prisoner of war’ without even the opportunity to draw 
sword in his own defense or the service of his Government, but even here 
General Nichols rendered good and efficient aid by thwarting the plans of 
Twiggs and his confederates, as will be shown by the 8 pant 
phlet, Texas and Its Late Mili 8 by Captain Phillips, U. S. A. 
pegos 13 and 16; Extracts from General Townsend's Anecdotes of the Civil 

ar, and the Records of the Rebellion. 


books on my par or table orders dictated and signed by 
Nichols, which I concealed in the center of new of 5 
the little round label. These ls I managed convey su 

Major French, of the artillery, Colonel Waite, and others, 

Government the valuable ‘Light Battery, and preventing Colonel Waite's 
entire command from being intercepted by the Rangers and deprived 
of their arms and munitions. 

Tho idea of reaching these officers and saving their commands originated 
with General Nichols, But his messen; having failed to get through the 
lines, this plan was conceived and executed by myself, and my husband gaye 
me full credit for it. 

The officers in San Antonio were taken prisoners on the 23d of April, 1861, 

roled. and ordered to leave the country. So little lnc gr was given 

t we were forced to leave i a, De the cloi g, bedding, and 


sup e 
S by General Nichols was a tract of land in 


was immediately confiscated as belonging to an 


timber cut off, and the lots ‘squatted’ upon by the scores of 


egain - 
later efforts havo been almost futile. Thus we were impover- 
result of the rebellion, and I pray that gen- 
erously grant me the samerelief in my declining years that has awarded 
others in similar circumstances. 
“CLARA L. NICHOLS. 


“Fort CLARK, TEX., January 17, 1895.” 

Considering the rank and distinguished services of General Nichols and 
the dependence of the widow, the committee make a favorable re with 
an amendment striking out the words “one hundred,” in lines 6 and 9, and 
inserting " seventy-five " in place thereof. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, this bill was introduced by the 

mtleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. DALZELL]. I do not see him 

ere to-night. However, I know that he is very much interested 
init. It will be observed that we intend to pension this hy fuses 
for her own service as well as in right of the memory of her hus- 
band; and it is therefore different from a number of bills pension- 
ing the widows of generals. I hope the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Missouri will not be adopted, but that the bill 
will be passed, as suggested by the committee. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call the attention 
of the committee to a few lines in this report made by the distin- 
guished gentleman from Pennsylvania. Referring to the $30 a 
month pension she now receives as widow of a general in the 
Army, this petitioner says: 

This is the regular asym allowed by law to officers of the pooma rank, 
and a special act of Congress will be necessary to increase it; but so many 
widows of general officers have had their pension raised to $50 and $100 per 
month whose claims are not as strong as mine, and who certainly could not 
need it more, that I feel in justice to Rg een none services, as well as valu- 
able service rendered by myself at the beginning of the rebellion, I ought to 
make an effort to be similarly favored. : 

It seems to me that that is the strongest argument against the 
passage of this bill, at least at the rate of $75 per month. This 
committee has uniformly granted an increase in the amount of 
pensions to general officers’ widows, and my motion is to increase 
that pension $20 per month more than that allowed by the general 
law. It seems to me that that should be sufficient, when we take 
into consideration the fact that the pension of no private soldier’s 
widow of the war of 1861 to 1865 has been increased by this House 
more than from $8 to $12 per month. If there are any widows 
whose pensions should be increased, they are the widows of the 
private soldiers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Missouri to the amendment offered by the 
committee. The amendment by the committee is to strike out 


the words“ one hundred” where they occur and insert the words 
Seventyfive.“ The amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri is to strike out ‘‘ seventy-five ” and insert“ fifty.” 
The question was taken; and the amendment of Mr. CROWTHER 
to the amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment as 


amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is now on laying aside the 
bill as amended with a favorable report. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out all after 
the enacting clause and insert the following. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the enac clause and insert the following: 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is nesi authorized and 
directed to place upon the pension roll the name of Clara L. Nichols, widow 
of the late Byt. . Gen. William A. Nichols, and pay her a pension of $50 
per month in lieu of the pension she is now receiving.” 

The substitute was agreed to. 

The bill as amended by the substitute was laid aside with a 
favorable recommendation. 

Mr. PICKLER. I offer the following amendment to the title: 
After the words Clara L. Nichols” strike out the remainder of 
8 so as to read: To increase the pension of Clara L. 

ichols. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the bill will be reported 
with the recommendation that the title be amended as suggested, 

There was no objection. 


SUSAN A. CUNNINGHAM. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chairman, I do not often impose on the gener- 
osity of this body by asking a favor, but next week will be Christ- 
mas week, and Susan A. ingham, of Connecticut, is not a 
general’s widow, but is a private soldier’s danghter, who has been 


totally and permanently blind from childhood. Her father and 
mother are dead, and she is absolutely dependent on the charity of 
her friends. I ask three minutes of the time of this committee ta 


consider a bill for her relief which has been passed by the Senate 
and has been reported favorably and unanimously by the House 
committee. It is Senate bill No. 1318. The report is short, and 
will occupy but very little time. 

Several members called for the regular order. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I presume, Mr. Chairman, that we are 
y in the same fix as the gentleman who asks this special favor for 


bill, 
cal HILL. If the gentleman will pardon me, it is not my bill 

at all. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I do not care whose bill it is, I object. 

The CHAIRMAN, Objection is made, and the Clerk will report 
the next bill. 

LEROY M. BETHEA, 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
7817) to increase the pension of Leroy M. Bethea. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it ere. etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to increase the pension of Leroy M. Bethea, of W 
oor e Ala., from $12 to $5 per month, for services in the war with 

xico. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the reo- 
ommendation that it do pass. 
JOHN J. COPLEY. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1474) ganung a pension to John J. Copley. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is 


authorized and directed to place on the 8 roll of the Mexican war vet- 
erans, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of Jo E, Fifteenth United 


J. Copley, formerly a private in Compan: 
States Infantry, and to t him a pension from an 
this act at the rate of $12 per month. 

An amendment recommended by the committee striking out 
ae and inserting ‘‘eight,” before the word “ dollars,” was 

0 ; 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


SARAH E. COMLY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1810) directing the Secretary of the Interior to place Sarah 
E. Comly on the pension roll, etc. : 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Sarah E. Comly, widow of 
Maj. Clifton Comly, and pay her a pension of $50 per month. 

Several amendments recommended by the committee were read. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, I am requested by the gen- 
tleman from West Virginia [Mr. DovENER], who introduced this 


after the passage of 


bill, to ask the committee to substitute the Senate bill, which is 
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exactly the same as the House bill as proposed to be amended by 
the committee. 
The CHAIRMAN. If there be no . the Clerk will report 
the 3 substitute the Senate bill 
DMAN. I shall object unless the report is read. I 


want to know something about this bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. The report can be read afterwards. 
The Senate bill (S. 937) was read, as seat sth 


The report on the House bal pes Mr. Corrin) was read, as fol- 
lows: 

cs N BA on 8 to 8 Was zoroetan the 8 
pan to submit the following report, and 55 that ar bill 


with iments 
The claimant is the widow of Clifton Comly, late maj 


R. 1810) 
ua 


after graduation tho United 
es to the rank of mor; which he heid at 
d disti ed service during the late 
ah ee when he was trans- 
re, rendering valuable 


certify t his death was caused by 

cerebral h. incet by * he A (as stated 
Surg. John yon) R. Of) or more than a year staggered under a load of 
cial bility much beyond the capacity of (Ror ee 

Mrs. Comly nN the pension of D rge provided by the general 
law for the vidows of officers of this sol "s 8 bat it is shown by the 
bill that aside from this pension and the in 
f herself and thi rt en „ Fag 
nance of herself and the support an ucation of her young son. 

The follo amendments to the bill recommended: 

sgh 


e m. 


an increase of 


E. Comly; 
o deceased soldier's name in line 6; strike out the word “ fifty“ in line 7. 
mae insert in lieu thereof the word * thirty-five,” and add after the last word 
in line 7 the words the same to be in lieu of the pension now drawn by her.” 
The Senate bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do 


pass. 
The House bill (H. R. 1810) was laid aside to be reported back 


with the recommendation that it lie on the table. 
BERNHARD STUEBER. 


aie next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. a 
to remove the charge of desertion from the military record 
rnhard Stueber. 

at e bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is W . 1 1 author - 
ized and directed to remove tho of desertion stand ne Sant against the 
name of Sergt. Bernhard Stueber, late of Company F, One hundred and 
seventh Regiment Pennsylvania V olunteers, on the 3 of the Adjutant- 
General's Office, and issue him an honorable 


Mr. McCLELLAN. Lask for the reading “of the report, Mr. 


Chairman. 
The report (by Mr. TRACEY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H 
to remove the charge of desertion from the mili record of ene 
Stueber, late a sergeant in Company F, One hundred and seventh Pe 
vania Volunteers, beg leave to report that they have carefully considered 
same and find the facts so clearly set forth in a report made to the Fo 
6 again to the Fifty-first Congress that said reports are 
rt 
Tbe con committee find that the charge of desertion was recorded My ig Pe Ser- 
t Stueber under the following . Some time 
fo? he contracted, while in the his duty, a povos cold, which 
pettlod on his lungs, and in May follo hg wae at attacked wi th diarrhea in 
recs After the battle of Antietam his ca Surge we wanted to 
ace him in a rg sao but, disliking the idea Bi gorse toa tal, he ap- 
lied for a thirty ye forlorn to go home. Templeton, then 3 
3 ᷣ tye gf ey A 
cer o e en autho: o furlou rgean’ eber left 
his eee ee; the 21st of derber 1862, ana arrived home at Canton 
October 2, 1862, and there went to Hs tant for one year was unable to do =F 
work. After the expiration of his furlough, his attending ea gen rey 
Ang some of his ne . — and Stueber himself corresponded 
Ses "athe fel sending him certificates as to his continued nabii to 845 


35 
that he made the entry on the company roll. eri * sone bea Secme erk 
in ignorance of the existence of the furlough grante 

leton, and afterwards learned that it was incorrect, b 
o correct the error, he could gt ee It. 

Your comm lieve the charge of 5 was unwarranted by 
the facts, and that the 8 should be corrected by removing the charge 


from the record. 

The bill is therefore re with a recommendation that it do 
pare- with an amendmen: between the title and the enacting 

The following is a copy of the re to: 

Bernhard Stueber was enrolled K AT 1862, for three years, in Company 
F. One hundred and seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, and served in that 
ization until Se —.— land, Hos when he is re as having deserted 

e navan returned to his command, which 
n ene ea 
of the 8 which has been presented to 
e removal —— the onango of desertion, viz: 
in March, 1862, he wi was taken sick 


by re favorabl; 
triking out 


The following isa syn 
this office with a view to to 
Applicant Stueber swore that some time 


diarrhea in addition. 

h h hg deci Toa leton, then hen actin 

ome. mple 7 — 

captain, gave him the jes we tation 1 was indo: 

ie eee of lott 8 ee eee r 21, 133 and arrived 
home at Canton to bed, and for one year was 

ar Sage sg A wig Sole 2 Aer bie Peal ndin phy- 

sician, Dr. Pratt, some of his neighbo: vith 

Captain Templeton and sent him ce day after leaving the 


afterwards 
he 


leton, then 
lough for 


3 sick- 


„ that a 
n 
sick and ve: much redu: tenant 


t the servico ona 


1882. 
uently talked with him; he looked 
ae f ot 


and Charles A. Kr ise swore that after applicant returned 
from the Army in the fall of 1555 on furlough, th a certificate, with 
Pratt, his attending physician, sted lieutenant, 
i ; that some correspondence ensued about it and every ing 
seemed to be satisfactory, and that — 5 was never able to return 
les him in 186, f still unable to work at his 
trade, tailor and cutter, and M. ; he was then some 
better and stronger, but not as sound as before he enlisted. 
The a on for removal of the 


dence was not sufficient to esta’ t he was prevented comple’ 

his term of e reason curred in line of duty; 
there was no record of the alleged 8 and that, as the deser- 
tion „ ve been properly the Department had no power to 
remove 


Under date of March 20, 1889, the new attorney in the case again called it 
up vagy rea g U any additional 2 the 8 was 
01 


Be he 14 (or 17), 1862, at South Mountain, Maryland, 


There is not crue nee ey record to show that he naa. any authority to 
leave his command, it was in action on September 14, 1862, at South 
Mountain, and on September 17, 1862, at Antietam, Md., it is not at all prob- 
ae that any such ep a og lg granted. 

The case of this soldier been repeatedly denied 2 this office on the 
ground that the 1 27 submitted was not sufficient to establish that he 
was sick when he left his command, or that he was BB Maison by disease 
contracted in line of dut; ditional comp. sting his term of enlistment. 


Since the fo! 0 933 has been received, of which the 
folowing is a syno; 
andyke, a ni bor, ‘testified on August 24, 1889, „ 
the soldier 1 some 


years; that when the latter entered the Army ho 
was a sound. iras unable to dna that when he returned therefrom in Septem- 
ber, 1862, he was unable to eet out of the house for weeks thereafter; that the 
soldier sold his in the fall of 1863, at which time his health was very 
r. and moved to te Ph delphia, but came back to Bradford County, Pu. in 
‘being then in the same condition; that affiant knows that the soldier 
had leave of absence to come home, as he (affiant) was a justice of the peace 
and made several affidavits which were sent to his cap relative to his 
(soldier's) condition, etc. 

J. C. Craven, late a member of Sweet ©, One hundred and thirty-second 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, testified August 2, 1889, that he ae the soldier at 
Arlin Heights, Virginia, about W e 2 or 8, 1862, and noticed his re- 

weight and 3 pos iy pent eth a mee, which the soldier claimed 


ing its lines for the battle of Antietam; that he (affiant) again 
until the spring of 1863, when he met him at Canton, Pa., he (Stueber) having 

ne home sick in the meantime; that he was not fit to pet ‘orm military duty 
bee or afterwards, and that he spoke of his leave and his desire to return to 


command. 
nthe 3 in his affidavit of August 27, 1889, reiterates only his former 
temen 
This additional testimony was not accepted to warrant the reversal of the 
former adverse decision, Zaa the application for removal of the charge of 
rage tion and the granting of an honorable discharge was denied September 


—— then no new testimony has been introduced, and the status of the 
soldier has not, in co’ uence, been changed. 


tfully submit 
F. O. AINSWORTH, 
Captain and Assistant Surgeon United States Army. 


The SECRETARY OF WAR. 


An amendment secon by the committee striking out the 
preamble was 

The bill as . was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


JOSEPH H. JOHNSON. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2864) for the relief of Joseph H. Johnson. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit a etc., That the Secretary of War is hereby directed to remove 
the charge of dosor — from the military 2 of Joseph H. Johnson, late 
a private of Company I, One hundred and fiftieth Regiment Indiana Vol- 
unteer Infantry, and issue to him an honorable discharge as of date August 
6, 1865, and that said Johnson shall be entitled to receive from the accounting 
officers of the Treasury all pay and allowances w. may have been due him 
oiae date of discharee, excluding therefrom the time of his absence with- 
ow ve. 


Mr. McCLELLAN. Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of the 


1896. 


aas report (by Mr. TRACEY) was read, as follows: 
e Committee 5 hom referred the bill R. 
2904) for the rellet of Joseph 325... 
Poean ~ thereon as follows: 
OSD 


yI 
day of February. oserye one year. 


oe ema deserted 
on he lth tapered of J He left the command — an date met did not 
. o 5th of August, 


It will be noted that the war was over when he 1 His 
reason for leaving, . is fully corroborated by the testimony, was that 
he had been informed that his wife was very sick. Tee ed fore turk 
and was refused. iHe went home and remained eight — ten days, until 


Ind., he met a number of his comrades returning 
very into ed him that the regiment had been mustered out. 
wi 


his comrades. 
When he ete the command in Virginia he told his comrades that his wife 
:..... Live. Sadabat he wes vas going home 4 2 see her and would 
. gun and accouterments with 


the ordnance se 
The PEI neces cman of character and habits, and 
Reliet . 


The testimon 
a faithful soldier. was by the War 
Ropes 3 case vars not come within the provisions of Congress ap- 


1889. 
Pit is apparent, how 2 3 committee that the soldier did not intend 
to — 


7 ‘ely leave his 
wife is conclusive proof that his conduct was not that of a deserter. 
8 Coen our committee therefore report the bill favorably, and recommend that 
o pass. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 


TRA POWERS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 

2 msion Ira Powers, of Henderson County, Tenn. 
Ne was read, as follows: 
Berne a Senate rr cada baraat 
nn. 

se the United States, to receive $12 per month, 88 ay 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed 
to, as follows: 

8 out all after the word States.“ in line 7. and inserting in lieu 
thereof words and pay him a pension of #12 per month.“ 

The report (by Mr. ANDERSON) was read, as follows: 


frag taral a — Vo Yon 


unteers, having examined and ca Ta the facts and circum- 
stances presented, respectfully report as follows: 
Ira S ers enlisted Au Er d was honorably 


Pow: gust an 3 after 
faithfal sor vics, August 7, 1865. He filed a claim for pension under the act 
of June 27, 1890, on August 18. 1890, alleging — nervous debility, and 
spinal affection. His claim was rejected mber 5, 1891, on the ground of 

5527 9 disability under act 1 J ae 27, 1890." 
He filed affidavit March 21, 1893, which alleges existence of hernia (right 
inal affection, general debility, disease of e ores and pne; and in affi- 
5 — t of March 28, 1893, in addition to mi to above, alleged disease of heart. 
In support of his claim, he filed, March 25, 1893, the affidavit of M. M. Grims- 
ley, tothe effect that he had been a neighbor for four years, and claimant 
had not been able to do a whole da: 8 yow in five years. 
r amiss of Dr. P. W. Aus claimant has spinal affection, sore 
ete 6, does not see well, 88 to piles, and has had hernia. 
Disabil y et — affection, one- half; from eyes, one-fourth; from piles, 
one-sixteen 
Also, affidavit of W. B. Ruton that he is suffering from spinal affection— 
disabled one-half; seriously affected with heart disease, from which disabled 
one-fourth; also hernia, piles, premature old age, and loss of sight, one-fourth. 
Soldier has a hospital record in 5 = diarrhea, catarrh, and variola, 
and was twice in 8 with catarrh and diarrhea; he was almost con- 
BARAI in ge esa m March to July 3, 3. 1865, with catarrh, fever, variola, 
ani 
The board Tor examining surgeons at Savannah, Tenn., rated him, May 6, 
18001, at e for incomplete hernia, and four-eightecnths for 3 
matism. The board at same place, April 11, 1894, reported “No disabil: 
and the claim was in re saed sane 11. 1894, on the grannd of “ No 5 io 
. yt 5 un a act 1800. 
files with u the 8 an affidavit, dated February 24, 
1s, singh he * 05 on examination that claimant is suffering with chronic 
tion of the left kidney, valvular action of heart, unable to 
= on ae side; also find a hernia of right side. I have known Mr. San 
and been hi s family T ce big gt operetta ac at anata chal his 
vet disability for physical labor of any kind. 
v. T. Rogers and John H. Rogers testify they served in same company 
with I Tra Powers, and believe a entitled or the full benefits of the act of 
June 27, 1890 ($12 per month), from the date of filing his claim. 


A petition 0 by 108 neighbors certifies to pera uaintance with Ira 
Powers for over five years, and believe him entitled to per month since 
1 of filing his claim. 

our 


committee believe this soldier justly entitled to the maximum pension 
under act of June 27, 1890. and therefore recommend that the bill be 8 
by 8 all after ici word!“ States,” in line 7, and insert in lieu thereof 

“and pay of $12 per month,” and as amended that the bill do 


pass. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, Ido not think this is a bill that 
we ought to pass. This soldier applied under the Harrison Ad- 
ministration, and the Harrison examining board said that he was 
not entitled to a pension, and the Pension Bureau under the Har- 
rison Administration said that he was not entitled toa pennon and 
rejected his application. Subsequently he applied under the pee 
ent A tion, with the same result. Now it app 
108 of his neighbors certify that they know this applicant on 
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believe him to be entitled to a pension, and therefore we are 


297 


acting in this quasi judicial proceeding, to t the certificate of 
those 108 neighbors of the a applicant, and to allow it to override 
the sworn testimony presented in this case under two administra- 
tions, the findings of General Bussey, and of two pension boards 
under two different administrations. I do not think we ought to 
1 I like to have the reasons for the passage of these 
Bills placed upon the record, in order that the 0 may under- 
stand why we do pass pension bills. Crewe poop e take an inter- 
est in the subject, I find from many letters that I receive. They 
also criticise some of our actions here, and one of the letters that 
í have received, and that I hold in my hand, reads as follows: 
Dear Sin: Having been informed that you were not merely a member of 
ittee on Invalid Pensions, but also the subcommittee man to whom 
pension claims of claimants oe the State of Pennsylvania are 
referred, I take the — of addressin; elaim 


merely $20 per mon 
as the widow of a colonel. 
Yos. Carr's 8 residing ; im 


8 paper: that Brig. Gen. 
per month: 


Was 
. y To 
der General Carr, 3 
husband, that my husband served longer 
Dax, eau Generel QETE Git not kas & leg ih 

Just as this woman criticises your action, so will thousands and 
hundreds of thousands do the same unless you endeavor to use 
some fairness and some equity in the disposition of these cases. 

Mr. PICKLER. You had better write to her, “Comparisons 
are odious.” 

Mr. ERDMAN. Well, I will give the name of this lady to the 
gentleman from South Dakota, and he may answer her in that 
strain if he sees proper to do so. 

I want to call the attention of gentlemen to the fact that the 
record they are making in some of these cases, as 5 upon 
the minutes, will be something to trouble them h 

Mr. McCALL of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, te bills bill was intro- 
duced by m , and I wish only to state for the information of 
the House that I have known this soldier well for thirteen years. 
During that time I have known him as a man who has been con- 
stantly down, down, down, until now he is unable to do 
work. t he is disabled, there is no question; that he was a 

good soldier, there is no question; and the fact that by reason of 
some technicality in the administration of the pension laws he 
has been refused a Bs is a fact for which he ought not to be 
held responsible. He having been a soldier under the peculiar 
conditions of his case, and coming from the 8 of country from 
which he hailed, I think it will be but aigh t justice to place him 
on the pam roll, P apă passage of this bill, at $12 a month. 

Mr. PICKLER. ntleman will allow me to make the 
further suggestion that, as the report shows, on one examination 
the surgeons found him entitled to a rating of ten-eighteenths. 

Mr. McCALL of Tennessee. The board of examining ns 
at Savannah, Tenn., in May, 1891, gave him a rating of six- 
eighteenths for incomplete hernia and four-eighteenths for rheu- 
matism. On the coming in of the present Administration that 
board was changed. This soldier was subsequently examined by 
the board at the same place, but not by the same board as to its 
personnel, and they found no disability.” But I know, as amat- 
ter of fact, that the man is disabled. 

Mr. ERDMAN. But does not the gentleman know that under 
2 cumulative system of rating even General Bussey turned him 

own? 

Mr. McCALL of Tennessee. I do not want to discuss who has 
been right or who has been wrong. There is one thing I know— 
that this man was a good soldier, and that he is now disabled. 

Mr. PEARSON. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Erp- 

N] has undertaken to ow up our souls with visions of the 
troubles that will afflict some of us hereafter. I am informed that 
that. gentleman at least will not be one of those who will be 
troubled here in the future. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I do not expect to trouble the 
gentleman from North Carolina or any other gentleman here by 
my presence; but I think E son my conduct may bear fruit 
hereafter in the action of gentlemen. Let me add that my 
not being here in the Fifty-fifth Congress is a matter of my own 
choosing, which is a great deal more than can be said by a num- 
ber of gentlemen who are voting on the other side. — 1 — ter.] 

The question being taken, the bill was ordered to d aside 
to be e ported to the House. 


HESTER A. BOSTWICK. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
sof to o pansion Hester A. Bostwick. 
was read, as follows: 


55 A 8 etc. Ta aot the llth day of November, by Hester E 
Bost ow of Capt. Burr H. Bostwick, deceased, of Company K, 
Seventh t ot it Volunteer Cavalry, is hereby pensi at 
rate of $20 per month. 
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The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill and insert the following: 

“That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to place upon the eng roll the name of Hester A. Bostwick, 
widow of Burr H. Bostwick, late captain of Company K, Seventh Regiment 
Kansas Volunteer Cayalry, and pay her a pension of per month.” 

Mr. PICKLER. I hope that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Layton] who reported this bill will make a brief statement of 
the matter, as the report is long. 

Mr. LAYTON. Ido not think it is necessary for me to make 
any statement. The gentleman from Ohio . WILson] who 
introduced the bill, and who is much better able to state the case 
than I am, is present; and as my recollection of the facts is some- 
what obscure, it having been a long timesince the bill was reported, 
lask the gentleman from Ohio, the author of the bill, to make a 
statement. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I shall call for the reading of the report. I 
think that is the most satisfactory way of considering the matter. 

The report (by Mr. LAYTON) was read, as follows: 

fi R. r: 
sion of $30 per month to Hester A. Bostwick, widow of Burr H Bostwick tate 
Kansas Ca Volunteers, having carefull 
ered all the facts and circumstances presen 
ully report, as follows: 
pun t Com- 
y 


pan i he again 
enlisted as first lieutenant — 9 K. Seventh Kansas Cavalry, November 
apt 4 panoro to cap October 

out an 


He ioned from Ni der 15, 18h fort uey of sight ota 8 
Was pension ovem or “injury oi o and re- 
sultin; 8. of lungs.” He died from a bi 
sion of blood in the membranes of the brain. 
Applicant was married to soldier Feb: 
widow since his death. Her claim for ion under general law on the 
ground that the disease of brain of w soldier died is not accepted asa 
result of pensioned causes. claim under act of June 27,1890, was rejected 
on the A ge of nondependence. 
Dr. B. Wright, who attended soldier during his final sickness, from Sep- 
headache f. days in th — —— er dis ackern —— A p Pa aaa 
or many days e 0 ess, ‘ever; 
ral recurrent ati of paral with coma and stertorous 
thing; at times he had a low delirium. The pupil of one eye was dilated 
He suffered from ati asteck cf herpes zoster during 


ary 22,1866, and has remained a 


was probably s weakened state of 
1 
Ohio, testifled (March 10. ): 


neration of the 3 in wy opinion 
ered, by reducing the vitality and general 
health, contributed to his death.“ 


Dr. A. H. Shaeffer testified 9 dirs 10, ey: 
“I was well acquainted with Capt. B. H. wick for nearly thirty pos 
ery soon after the close of the civil rebellion, in which he wasa Union 
ofticer, and knew him to have been wounded in said service, and also knew 
him to be a f debilitated, sickly ‘persons and, as I believe, his deteriorated 
his im health, brought on or 

bility of weakening of the 
es of the blood vessels, as 
and in . the paralysis superinduced 


hemorr 


did cause a 


which was the cause of death. I 
did not treat Captain Bostwick, but saw him repeatedly during his last sick- 
ness,and do k that his case is one clearly to my mind resulting from 
causes mentioned. * * * I have been a practicing physician for forty- 


mutable physicians who had the patient under 
tee believe that it requires no effort of the 
be attributable to results 

the embolism or 


seven years.” 

From these statements of 
their observation, your t 
er to conclude that the death cause may 
of the soldier's army service. Stripped of 
atheromatous hemorrhages of the brain which produced death were unde- 
niably the sequence of the mnemic condition and low vitality of the patient. 

ther with the failure of the lungs to properly purify the blood 
before it was sent into the degenerated and faporerished arteries. 

While the nondependent condition of claimant, as found by the Pension 
Bureau, cuts no figure in the case, in view of the foregoing, yet the facts con- 
cerning her property should be stated. 

The testimony shows she owned real estate valued at $3,600, which was 
mortgaged for 8510 at 6 cent interest, and her property of other kinds 
amounted toabont $970. The expense of interest, repairs, and taxes consumed 
nearly the entire scien gr geld her with less than $10 per month, and one 
witness says consumed the entire income. 

Your committee therefore earnestly recommend the of the bill 
after same is amended by striking out all after the A ciotien and sub- 
stituting the following: 2 

“That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby. authorized and 
directed to place upon the pension roll the name of Hester A. Bostwick, widow 
of Burr H. Bostwick, late hey bps of Company K, Seventh Regiment Kansas 
Volunteer Cavalry, and pay 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 
and the bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


JOSIAH P. HILL. 


Mr. SMITH of Ilinois. Mr. Chairman, I will ask unanimous 
consent for the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 1168) to 


er a pension of per month.“ 
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increase the pension of Josiah P. Hill, late of Com 


t on y F, Eighty- 
first Regiment Illinois Volunteers, in the war of the rebellion. 


During the cigas ears that I have been in Congress I have 
never asked at a Friday night session for the consideration of any 
bill out of its regular order, but having known the beneficiary of 
this bill for twenty-five years, personally and intimately, and 
knowing as I do his condition, I ask unanimous consent to-night 
for the consideration of this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? e 

There was no objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior pas and he hereby is, 
authorized and directed to increase the pension of Josiah P. Hill, late of Com- 
— — 5 of Illinois Volunteers, in the war of the rebel - 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. I want to know some- 
thing about this case. 

The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensi to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 


1168) to increase the pension of Josiah P. Hill, late of Com: F. hty-first 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, in the war of the rebellion, — the biseta 


osiah P. Hill wasa sergeant in Company F, Eighty-first Illinois Voluntee 
ugust 11, 1862, and F 5, 1805. His record 


enlisted A 
during the service and since the war is 


He is now pensioned under the act of June 27, 1890, at $12 per month, which 
he has been since August 13,1891, for disease lungs, rheumatism, 
and disease He seems to have made no application under the gen- 


eral law, and there is no evidence that his disability is of service ein, 


In 
his 
abou 
and 


been his famil: 


T ti 4 
result, I think, of the foregoing diseases. 


Your committee regard as a caso practically of charity. There is not 
adent evidence, it is believed, to pension soldier under the general 
W. 


should make application. His record is long and honorable; his 
. For these reasons, as well as his great need, we think him 
fairly entitled to the bounty of the nation whom he so faithfully served, and 


recommend the passage of the bill with an amendment, inserting, in the 


f 
Arch line, in lieu of the words “ seventy-two," the word ` fifty.” 
The amendment recommended by the committee was adopted, 
and the bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


SUSAN E. CUNNINGHAM, 


Mr. HILL. Mr. Chairman, the objection to the request I made 
a few moments ago has been withdrawn, and I now ask unani- 
mous consent that this Christmas present may be sent to this 
blind woman. I ask that the bill (S. 3182) 8 a pension to 
Susan E. API may be taken up and passed. 

The CHAIR . Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Connecticut? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was read, às follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Susan 

ham totally and permanently blind, — phous of Thomas Cunning- 

ham, late private, Company F, Fourth Regiment New York Heavy Artillery, 
at the rate of $12 a month. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


GEORGE L. BENNER.’ 


Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I ask that we proceed now 
with the Calendar. I call for the lar order. 

The C N. The Clerk will read the next bill. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6841) granting a pension to George L. Benner. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre 

directed 


authorized and 
Benner and grant him a 


of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
to place upon the pension roll the name of Geo: 1 

us ion because of a fracture of right thigh, received 
Rettig, oe civil war while said Benner was an employee of the Quartermas- 
ter's Department; said pension to be rated acco: to the degree of disa- 
bility existing as the result of said injury. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read in that case. 
The report (by Mr. MILES) was , as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6841) entitled A bill granting a i paonon to George L. Benner," beg leave to 
— 8 report, and recommend that said bill do pass without 
amendment: 

This is a bill enacting that the rr of the Interior be authorized and 
directed to place upon the pension roll the name of George L Benner and 

t him a pension because of a fracture of the right thigh, received during 

e civil war while said Benner was an employee of the Q: rmaster's 
Department, to be rated according to the degree of disability existing as the 
result of said injury. 


1896. 
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injured, while performing his duties, by being caught between the front 
oe Le s ‘J November 7, 1861, incurring a 
fracture of the right thigh. 

Dr. N. S. Lincoln. surgeon of quartermaster's hospital, testified February 28. 


never completely recovered from the effects of the injury. f ; 

Dr. James T. goni toemon assistant quartermaster's hospital, testifies 
(Feb: 29, 1806) itted to the quarter 
master’s hospital November 7, 1861, with a fracture of the thigh, and that he 
was discharged therefrom in March, 1862. He has never recovered from the 
effects of the injury. The fracture was treated by Dr. N. S. Lincoln with 
Dr. Young's assistance. 

Your committee believe the bill is meritorious, and precedents having been 
set by previous action of Congress in pentone the employees in Quarter- 
master's Department for hatred received in line of duty, earnestly recom- 
mend the passage of the bill without amendment. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with favor- 
able recommendation. 
ANNIE E. NOLAN, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 2129) 
granting an increase of ion to Annie E. Nolan. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


e pension roll, subject to the provi- 
sions and limitations of the pension lens. the name of Annie E. Nolan, 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. POOLE) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2129) 
ing an increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan, adopt the following Sen- 
ate report, No. 345: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 2129) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan, have examined the same, and 


cessively promoted roi an the several grades to tha 
o was an especially brave and fai 


0 
3 military order. For a considerable time before his death 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, February 20, 1896. 


Statement of the military service of Nicholas Nolan, late of the United States 
rmy, compiled from the records of this office. 


A 
He served as private and corporal of Battery M, Fourth Artillery, from 
to September 1, 1858; as private, corporal, sergeant, and 
K Second Dragoons, from September 1, 1 to Sep- 
tember 5, 1861, and as sergeant and first se nt of "Troop B, Sixth Cavalry, 
from September 5, 1861, to September 22, 1 when he was hay- 
ing accepted cg 2m Pea, as second lieutenant, Sixth TT: Second lieu- 
tenant, Sixth Cav: choo 17, 1862; first lieutenant, July 5, 1864; captain, 
1866; v. 8 mber 19, 188, He 
t and meritorious 


Tenth Serseri k July. major, Third Ca 

was breve first lieutenant Au 1, 1863, for 

services in the battle of Brandy Station, Va.,“ and captain March 31, 1865, 

“for gallant and meritorious services in the battle of Dinwiddie Court- 
SERVICE. 


House, Va.” 
e a Cavalry Brigade, i 
u „1863; r-general, e 
Bere, 1863, and aid-de-camp to General Pleasanton to October 14, 1863, 
when he was wounded in action at Auburn, Va., and was absent sick on ac- 
count of his wounds to ee 1864; with his regiment in the Army of the 
Potomac and in the Shenandoah Valley to March 30, 1865, when taken prisoner 


and paroled at the battle of Dinwiddie Cpurt-House, Va.; on le and on 
leave to May, 1865; with regiment in poy nd to October, IB and in Texas 


and the Indian Territory to November 13, 1870; before a ashin 
ton, D. C., to January, 1871; with his regiment in the Indian ne and 
Texas to February 8, 1883; commanding the post of Fort Huachuca, Ariz., to 
August 14, 1883, and the post of Fort A 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Major Nolan left a wife and one child without property of any kind. The 
widow is not strong, having undergone 5 hardships and privations 
with her husband in his campai She is now receiving a stead of #5 per 
month and is exerting herself to earn sufficient to support herself and child, 
5 daughter 14 28985 of age. The present bill asks for an increase of pension 
per month. 

our committee, after a very careful examination of the case, and in view 

of the long and distinguished services of Major Nolan, recommend favorable 
action on the bill. 

In addition to the facts set forth in the Senate report, it is shown that this 
widow cares for an invalid stepson, the son of the soldier, for whose care and 
support she is in no way legally bound. This seems to your committee to 

se this above the general run of cases, and to make it exceptional, inas- 
much as the only way in which the Congress can provide for this invalid son 
of a brave soldier who died at the post of duty is by increasing the pension 
of the widow who cares for him. 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out 
“fifty” where it occurs in this bill and insert ‘‘ twenty-five;” so 
that it will read 825 a month.” 

I will state that the amount of pension provided in the amend- 


ment is the amount the widow of a major would receive under 
the general law. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the Housa 
with favorable recommendation. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee 
now rise and report the bills to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Hopkins having 
resumed the chair as e pro tempore, Mr. LACEYT that 
the Committee of the Whole, having had under consideration the 
Private Calendar, had directed him to report back favorably with- 
out amendment the following bills: Senate bills Nos. 2008, 637, 937, 
and 8182; and House bills Nos. 1061, 1498, 7317, 2364, and 6841. 
Also, that he had been directed to report with amendment, and, 
as so amended, with favorable recommendation, Senate bill No. 
2129 and House bills as follows: Nos. 6233, 1311, 6528, 1474, 537, 
5061, 4941, and 1168. Also, that the committee had directed him 
to report back the bill H. R. 1810 with the recommendation that 
it lie on the table. 

Mr. PICKLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the previous question may be considered as ordered on these sev- 
eral Dia, with the limit of fifteen minutes’ debate on each side on 
eac 5 

Mr. BLUE. Well, I do not knowabout that. There is one bill 
that should be excepted. 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The hour of 10 o'clock and 30 
minutes having arrived, the Chair will declare the House, under 
the rule, adjourned until to-morrow (Saturday) at 12 o'clock 
meridian. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 

meroni were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
‘ollows: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the report of 
the commanding officer of the Watertown Arsenal of ‘Tests of 
iron, steel, and other materials for industrial purposes” made by 
the United States testing machine during the year . June 
20, hoes jis the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
p . 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Suisun 
Creek, California - to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting an estimate of deficiency in the appropriation for defending 
suits in the Court of Claims against the District of Columbia for 
the fiscal year 1897—to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of State, transmitting, with the 
draft of a proposed joint resolution and inclosures from the Smith- 
sonian Institution, recommendations for an appropriation to en- 
able the United States to participate in the work of making an 
international catalogue of scientific works—to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. RICHARDSON, from the 
Committee on Printing, to which was referred the bill of the 
House (H. R. 9601) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act providing 
for the public printing and binding and the distribution of public 
documents,” approved January 12, 1895, reported the same with- 
out amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2354); which said 
bill and report were referred to the House Calendar. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. UPDEGRAFF, from the Committee on the Judiciary: 
The bill = R. 9483) for the relief of John N. . 
(Report No. 2346.) 

By Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (S. 3381) entitled “An act granting a pension to Lena 


D. Smith.” (Ro rt No. 2347.) 
By Mr. ATRICK, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: 


The bill (S. 3198) entitled “An righ fds vr an increase of pen- 
sion to Edward Stanley.” (Report No. 2348.) 

anting an increase of pen- 
0. 2349.) 


The bill (S. 3199) entitled An act 
(Report 


sion to Jackson Osborn.” 
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By Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (S. 8210) entitled An act granting a pension to Anna 


P. Johnson.” (Report No. 2350.) : 
The bill (S. 2916) entitled ‘‘An act granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Mary Sprague.” (Report No. 2351.) 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was discharged from the consideration of the bill (H. R. 9684) 
for the relief of Amanda Owens; and the same was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
lowing titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. MONDELL: A bill (H. R. 9728) providing for the mark- 
ing and monumenting of the battlefield of Massacre Hill—to the 
Committee on the PaT 

By Mr. RINAKER: A bill (H. R. 9729) to provido for the pur- 
chase of a site and the erection of a public building thereon at 
Carlinville, in the State of IIlinois—to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. MILLER of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9730) to divide the 
State of Kansas into two judicial districts—to the Committee on 


the J adioa 

By Mr. of Utah: A bill (H. R. 9731) to provide for 
proportional representation in the House of Representatives—to 
the Committee on Election of President, Vice-President, and Rep- 
resentatives in Congress. 

By Mr. McRAE: A bill (H. R. le to reorganize the judicial 
districts of the State of . and for other purposes to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

8 DALZELL: A bill (H. R. 9733) to authorize the Union 
Railroad e ee to construct and maintain a bridge across the 
Monongahela River—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 


Commerce. 
By Mr. REYBURN: A bill (H. R. sm to provide an American 
owatt, of Philadelphia, Pa.—to the 


register for the bark E. C. 
Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries, 

By Mr. McLACHLAN: A bill (H. R. 9735) 3 for the 
erection of an addition to the public building at Angeles, Cal., 
and appropriating money therefor—to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. DOOLITTLE: A bill (H. R. 9736) authorizing the con- 
struction of a bridge across the Columbia River, in the State of 
Washington—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A bill (H. R. 9750) to suspend the bonded 
warehouse privilege—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. NEILL: A bill (H. R. 9751) to provide for holding of 
United States courts at Batesville, Ark., and for other purposes— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HITT: A joint resolution (H. Res. 220) authorizing cer- 
tain officers of the Navy to ore the medals presented to them by 
the Russian Government—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. TOWNE: A joint resolution (H. Res. 221) directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to report a proposed plan for consolida- 
tion and rearrangement of customs districts, ete.-to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COBB (by request): A joint resolution (H. Res. 222) to 
repeal the joint resolution in reference to the Free Zone—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BROSIUS: A concurrent resolution (House Con. Res. 
No. 59) to PAS a compilation of statistics on the executive civil 
service of the United States—to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. HAGER: A resolution (House Res. No. 452) providing 
two additional clerks for the Committee on Enrolled Bi to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. HURLEY: A resolution (House Res. No. 453) to pay 

W. H. Grimshaw from June 12 to December 6, 1896—to the Com- 


mittee on Accounts. 
Also, a resolution (Hoas Res. No. 454) to place W. H. Grim- 
shaw on soldiers’ roll in place of John Ryan, deceased—to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. TRACEY: A resolution (House Res. No. 455) to employ 


fifteen additional folders—to the Committee on Accounts. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following 
titles were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi: A bill (H. R. 9737) for the relief 
of Fletcher B. Neblett, administrator of Richmond T. Rutledge, 
deceased—to the Committee on War Claims. 

pI Me ANDREWS: A bill (H. R. 9738) to increase the pension 
of rge W. Churchill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


Also, a bill (H. R. 9739) to increase the pension of Alexander 
G. Willets—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. FOSS (by request): A bill (H. R. 9740) to extend cer- 
tain patents—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. HURLEY: A bill (H. R. 9741) for the relief of Robert 
D. edict—to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9742) for the relief of Gen. Peter J. Claussen 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. LONG: A bill (H. R. 9748) for the relief of Benjamin 
F. Ruggles—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 9744) for the 
5 of the heirs of Peter J. Hiatt—to the Committee on War 


aims. 

By Mr. McLACHLAN: A bill (H. R. 9745) for the relief of 
John H. Lillie, cf Los Angeles, Cal.—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. SORG: A bill (H. R. 9746) for the relief of Cornelius 
Kouchley, late private of Company H, Fifty-eighth New York 
Infantry Volunteers—to the Committee on tary Affairs, 

Also, a bill * R. 9747) for the relief of Charles Lenharr, late 
of Company H, Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry Volunteers to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 9748) for relief of Mathew 
Burns to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. SULLOWAY: A bill (H. R. 9749) granting a pension to 
Lydia G. Cate—to the Committee on Pensions. 


— 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following | be gaat and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Trades League of Phila- 
delphia, urging the passage of a revenue bill sufficient to meet the 
expenses of the Government—to the Committee on Ways and 


Means. 

By Mr. BELL of Colorado: Petition of O. P. McMains, agent 
for settlers of Stonewall, Colo., asking for an investigation of 
official corruption in the Maxwell grant case—to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

By Mr, BINGHAM: Resolutions of the California Wool Asso- 
ciation, favoring the enactment of the Dingley bill—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

Also, resolutions of the Trades League of Philadelphia, urging 
the immediate enactment of revenue laws for the increase of rey- 
enue—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BROMWELL: Petition of employees of the custom- 
house at Cincinnati, Ohio, for an appropriation to supply deficiency 
in compensations—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. CANNON: Petition of Mrs. Malin da Ogle, of Chicago, 
III., praying for an increase of pension—to the Committee 8 
valid Pensions. 

Also, petition of J. M. Stine and other citizens of Fairmont, III. 
urging that examining surgeons of the ion service be not placed 
under civil-service la w- to the Committee on Reform in the Civil 
Service. 

By Mr. COOK of Wisconsin: Resolution of the Commercial 
Club of Superior, Wis., urging the use of all honorable means to 
induce the Secretary of War and other officers in authority to 
take action at as early date as possible in reference to completing 
the improvements at Duluth and Superior harbors—to the Com- 
mittee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, resolution of the Trades League of ee ies Pa., urg- 
ing the immediate enactment of reyenue laws for the expenses of 
the Government—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, memorial of the California Wool Growers’ Association, 
recommending the passage of the Dingley bill—to the Committee 
on Waysand Means. 

Also, memorial of the citizens of Menasha, Wis., in mass meet- 
ing assembled, asking that Congress take such action as will se- 
cure full and immediate satisfaction for damages already inflicted 
on our fellow-citizens in Turkey, and to grant them full protection 
of person, property, and rights in the prosecution of their lawful 
occupations—to the Co ttee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Resolutions of the Trades League of Phila- 
delphia, favoring immediate legislation to raise revenue - to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, 

By Mr. GROUT: Resolutions adopted by the California Wool 
Association, favoring the immediate adoption of the Dingley bill— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HARRIS: Petition of 60 veterans of Upper Sandusky, 
Ohio, in favor of House bill No. 9209, granting a service pension 


ting 
to all honorably discharged officers and enlisted men of the war 
of the rebellion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

Also, petition of Osceola Council, No. 116, Junior Order United 
American Mechanics, urging the recognition of the Cubans as bel- 
ligerents in their struggle for independence—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 
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By Mr. HENDERSON: Resolutions of the California Wool 
Association, favoring the passage of the Dingley bill—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MADDOX: Petition of the heirs of Elijah Pinson, de- 
ceased, late of Barton County, Ga., praying reference of his war 
claim to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. McCLEARY of Minnesota: Paper of W. M. Davis, of 
Fulda, Minn., in relation to the tariff—to the Committee on Ways 
ag Ma McCREARY Kentucky: Paper to H 

y Mr. Mo of Ken $ accompany House 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Peter J. Biatt—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. OVERSTREET: Resolutions adopted at a meeting of 
citizens of Franklin, Ind., December 15, 1896, favoring action by 
the United States to secure peace in Cuba—to the Committee on 
ging gr rs. 

B . SORG: Paper to accompany House bill for the relief 
of Charles Lenharr—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill for the relief of Cornelius 
Kouchley—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SPENCER: Petition of Mathew Burns, of the State of 
Louisiana, to accompany House bill for his relief—to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. > 

By Mr. TURNER of Georgia: Memorial of the Board of Trade 
of the city of Brunswick, na) aly ing for proper fortifications of 
the harbor of Brunswick—to the ttee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. VAN HORN: Petition of G. A. Karwiese, relative to 
Nicaragua Canal, with accompanying map—to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. VAN VOORHIS: Petition of numerous citizens of Wash- 
ington County, Ohio, praying for the submission of an amendment 
recognizing the Deity in the Constitution of the United States— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WOODARD: Petition of the heirs of John A. Williams, 
deceased, late of Wayne 5 praying for reference of 
his war claim to the Court of i to the Committee on War 


Claims. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


SATURDAY, December 19, 1896. 
The House met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to order by the 


Speaker. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. COUDEN. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read. 
CORRECTION. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to correct 
the Journal. I understood the Clerk to read that I had raised an 
objection to the amendment of the gentleman from Iowa, that it 
should be first considered in Committee of the Whole. Imadeno 
such objection and raised no such point of order. The RECORD 
states the point of order which I did raise, and if the Journal is 
made to conform to the RECORD it will be correct. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I suggest that it be eliminated 
from the Journal. While I raised the point of order, I subse- 
quently withdrew it, so that it need not appear in the Journal. 

TheSPEAKER. Thecorrection will bemade. The matter was 
S and nok ees up. 

e Journal as co: was approved. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to correct the RECORD. I 
am reported in the pr i of last evening’s session as sa 
that in 1885 Commissioner Black decided that Gray’s Battalion 
were not entitled to the benefits of the Mexican war pension act. 
That, of course, is an error, as the act had not passed at that time. 
I was referring to certain portions of the committee report, and 
what I intended to say was that General Black admitted a num- 
ber of the members of that battalion to the pension rolls, but it was 
A erward decided that they were not entitled to the benefits of 

act. 
SWEARING IN OF A MEMBER, 8 

Mr. CANNON. rise to a privileged report. I am directed by 
the Committee on ee 

The SPEAKER. the gentleman from Ilinois will permit, 
the Chair will submit a communication from the governor of 
Georgia, on which the House may desire to take action. 

The Clerk read as follows: : 

STATE OF GEORGIA, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Atlanta, December 18, 1396. 

My DEAR SIR: On the 16th instant there was a special election held in the 
Third Con ‘onal district of Georgia to fill the vacancy in the Fifty-fourth 
Congress caused by the death of the Hon. Charles F. Crisp. There was only, 
one te, Charles R. Crisp, and consequently he received all the votes 
cast. As soon as the returns are received his commission will be promptly 
5 

mi W. Y. ATKINSON, 

Governor of Georgia. 


Hon, T. B. REED, 
Speaker House of Representatives. 


5 TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I ask that Mr. Crisp 
sworn in. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. TURNER] 


asks that Mr. Crisp be sworn in. That will 
consent of the House. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. I ask unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I understand these are not the 
credentials in the usual form, but that this is simply a communi- 
cation from the governor of Georgia. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. It seems to be an official communi- 
cation from the governor informing the House of the result of 
the election. 

Mr. DINGLEY. But not the ordinary credentials. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. I will state to the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. DinGLEy] that the election of this gentleman is uni- 
versally conceded, and there was no opposition whatever. So far 
from there being any prospect of a contest, the election itself was 
ban by ae oat or faction in the district. 

A nyeni GLEY. I have seen that statement in the public 
jo 8. 


Mr. TURNER of Georgia. I therefore ask unanimous consent 


require unanimous 


that the tleman be sworn as a member of the House, without 
eae or the formal credentials. 


EAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent. Is 
there objection? ų 

There was no objection. 

Mr. Crisp, accompanied by Mr. BARTLETT of Georgia and Mr. 
ee appeared at the bar of the House and took the oath of 
office. 

URGENT DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I am directed to report, from the 
Committee on Appropriations, an urgent deficiency bill carrying 
about $800,000, and I ask unanimous consent that it may have 
immediate consideration in the House. I believe it will not take 
more than three or four minutes to dispose of it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon], 
chairman of the Committee on 3 unanimous 
consent to report an urgent deficiency bill, and that the same be 
considered by the House now. 

Mr. BAILEY. Pending that, I desire to make a parliamentary 
inquiry. Of course that bill would be open to amendment in the 
wba the same as if it were considered in Committee of the 

ole? 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman chooses, I will request that 
the bill be considered in the House under the’five-minute rule. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request as modified? 


There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
å e rgent deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the year ending June Jer, and for prior years, 
and for other purposes. 


Mr. CANNON. As this is under the five-minute rule, I ask that 
the first reading be dispensed with and that the bill be read for 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The peneman asks that the first reading of 
the bill be dispensed with and that the bill be read for amend- 
ment. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the following sums be, and the same are hereby 
ap out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropria! 
tosupply deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year „and for 
other objects hereinafter state namely: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

Contingent expenses, Independent Treasury: For contingent e 
under the requirements of section 3053 of the Revised Statutes of the nited 
States, for the collection, safe-keeping, ‘er, and ibursement of the 
public money, and for transportation of notes, bonds, and other securities of 


the United States for the fiscal as fi è 
For the fiscal year 1897, 
For the fiscal year 1896, $2,004.21. _ 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
For completion of post-office at Columbus, Ga., $4,000, 
NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION AND REPAIR. 
Preseryation and completion of vessels on the stocks and in 9 
chase of materials and stores of all kinds; steam steerers, pneumatic 
ers, steam capstans, steam windlasses, and other steam auxiliaries; labor in 
-yards and on foreign stations; purchase of machinery and tools for use 
ops; wear, tear, and repair of vessels afloat; care, increase, and 
protection of the Navy in the line of construction and repair; incidental 
expenses, oe e troighi torean postage, — — — 
service, pho’ x professi magazines, p jonery, an 
instruments for drafting room, $500,000. Ae 
BUREAU OF STEAM ENGINEERING. ' 
To carry on the current work of the Bureau in repairs to machinery of 
naval vessels, and furnishing necessary stores and supplies therefor, $200,000. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
For compensation of one clerk, class 4, from January 1 to June 80, 1897, $900, 
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Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I am unable to know when the 
Clerk reaches the end of a ph. With the consent of the 
House, I will ask the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] if it 
be true that this bill has not been printea? 

Mr. CANNON, It is now reported to the House for the first 
time. 

Mr. BAILEY. And has never been printed? 

Mr. CANNON. It has not been printed. I have a copy, printed 
for the use of the committee, which I can send to the gentleman. 
Iam sure that when the gentleman hears a brief explanation he 
will see that the committee is justified in its course. I will make 
the explanation now or later. When the gentleman hears it, I 
think he will see that the committee is justified in asking imme- 
diate consideration, instead of waiting for the printing of the bill 
and for its consideration on Monday. 

Mr. BAILEY. I think the House is entitled to at least a brief 

lanation. 
r. CANNON. Certainly. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] 
has the floor. 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman prefers, I will make the ex- 

“noun po now. Ain is a an 8 ractically an 0 
First tt Contingent expenses, nden: ury,“ „000, in 
round 3 That fund b e Ist of Jan will be ex- 
hausted. The bare statement of that fact is sufficient to show the 
necessity for the appropriation, The amount of the appropria- 
tion for this purpose, as is usual, did not come up to the estimate 
by this amount, and when this appropriation is made, the service 
for this year will not cost quite as much as it did for last year. 

The next * is 5 1 ey in the service or miscellane- 
ous items of expenditure e Treasury Department contingent 
fund, which was incurred unavoidably and awaits appropriation 


for payment. 

In the Navy Department, in the next two items, are one of $500,- 
000 for the Bureau of Construction and Repair and another of 
$200,000 for the Bureau of Steam Engineering. The Committee 
on Appropriations very carefully examined these estimates, hay- 
in, the heads of these Bureaus before it, in addition to the formal 
estimates, which have been submitted to the committee, and they 
made a searching examination. We find that the appropriations 
carried by the naval appropriation bill for the current year for 
these Bureaus have been substantially exhausted, so that on the 
Ist day of January work will have to cease on the repairs of the 
various ships that now need it. It is proper for me to say that 
the time has arrived, in our policy of creating a navy, to repair 
those ships that haye been in commission and service from four 
to six years. They are much larger, more powerful, more expen- 
sive, and repairs more nsive, than ships of the old Navy, and 
the committee believe—in fact, it was so stated by the officers 
before us—that in the Navy, as npon the land, “A stitch in time 

saves nine.” These repairs would cost lessif made promptly than 
if they should run a year or two and increase. 

I will state further that thecommittee believes the House desires 
to be entirely practical, and in the main, so far as we have a new 
Navy, we believe it to be of efficient ships, well armed and ready 
for service, equal, so far as it goes, with any navy on the seas; 
and we believe that those repairs can be kept up as they are neces- 
sary at less expense than to let them wait. And we believed 
further, to be entirely practical, that our Navy should be in good 
condition; and so far as I am concerned, I would rather keep it in 
good condition for service really needed than to rush into the 
newspapers for interviews or to perform by word of mouth for 
war in time of f 

Mr. SAYERS. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman will allow me, I 
desire to state, in reference to these appropriations for the Navy 
that unless they be made before the recess, many employees will 
have to be discharged from the various navy-yards; and it is there- 
fore absolutely necessary that these appropriations should pass 
both Houses before the recess. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, as to the employment of the navy-yard 
force, as I understand, you can not make repairs without employ- 
ing somebody to do the repairs; but the committee was thor- 
oughly satisfied that these repairs can be most economically made 
now; that it is necessary to have this appropriation to make them, 
and that the ships ought to be, from a standpoint of public econ- 


a. kept in good condition. 
r. C MMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask my friend 
@ question. 

. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Is it not true that these repairs are abso- 
lutely 1 for the purpose of keeping the Navy of the United 
States practi ny upon a war footing? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, well, to keep it upon a proper footing in 
peace, and efficient in war if war comes. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Would not a war footing be the proper 
footing poA 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, I want to say to the gentleman that this 


is a substantial recommendation to do a proper thing, namely, to 
keep our small but efficient Navy in good repair, as it ought to be 
kept, in peace or in war, for real work, or asa moral force, if you 
choose, in peace. And I make this recommendation—would have 
made it twelve months ago, and, if I shall have the honor to 
make recommendations, will make it twelve months hence as 
readily as I make it now; and I do not want anything I have said 
here in recommending this appropriation to be considered as a 
threat to anybody. ere is quite enough of that throughout the 
world now. I would rather do substantial things. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
ere compensation of two assistant messengers from January 1 to June 30, 


For the rent of a for the Court of Claims for the balance of 
— building ce of the 
JUDICIAL. 


year „ 


ice 
by marshals and deputy mar- 
shals before entering u respective offices pre oi ae oi 
tare? by any paar of the United States or of any State eraen ee by law 
admi. r oai 
That United States marshals may receive credit in the settlement of their 
accounts for amounts by them to their deputies for services heretofore 
rendered, notwi any of said deputies may not have taken oaths of 
office in compliance with sections 782 and 1756 or 1757, Revised Statutes of the 
United Sta prior to the rendition of said services. 
For fees of United States attorneys in the District of Columbia, $22,600. 
To establish a site for the erection of a penitentiary on the mili reserva- 
tion at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., and for other purposes, under che act of 


June 10, 1896, $25,000, 
LEGISLATIVE. 


For payment of the o! ag to 
the seat of Government the votes of the electors of said States for President 
and Vice-President of the United States at the rate of 25 cents for every mile 
of the estimated distance by the most usual th 
menting of the electors to the seat of Government of the United States, com- 
puted for the one distance only, $600. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


fore miscellaneous items and expenses of special and select committees, 


or fuel and oil for the heating apparatus, $3,000. 
To pay the account of the Keystone File Company, $538.50. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 

That the un näed balances of the 8 made for printing and 
binding for the Bupreme Court of the States for the fiscal years 1806 
and shall be expended under the direction of that court, and the print- 
ing for that court be done by the printer it may employ, unless it shall 
otherwise order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the gen- 
pamen in charge of this measure if this is not a change of existe 
i aw? 
mS CANNON. Which? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The last item read there, giving direction 
as to how certain printing shall be done for the Supreme Court. 

Mr. CANNON. It does not change existing law, I will say to 
my friend. We have inquired into this matter, and find that 
heretofore it has been done in this way. 


Mr. CANNON. Why, certainly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. We are put toa very great disadvantage, 
This is the first time an appropriation bill has ever been consid- 
ered in this House without printing; and we did not know until 
we had entered into the consideration of the bill it had never been 

inted. I do not think unanimous consent was asked to consider 

t until it was printed. 

Mr. CANNON. On the contrary, there were numerous occa- 
sions in the last session of this Congress and in prior Congresses 
when this has been done. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I venture to sayit was never done unless 
unanimous consent was asked to so consider it. è 

Mr. CANNON. Unanimous consent was asked to consider it, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. We had no notice that it was to be con- 
sidered. Not having been printed, we can not get copies of the 
bill, and do not know what is in the bill nor how much it carries, 

Mr. CANNON. I will consider the gentleman’s protest in, but 
he did not make it in apt time. Unanimous consent was given. 
I have no objection to any line of remarks the gentleman desires 
to make in regard to the matter. But I want to say to him that 
this is an nt deficiency bill, the urgency having been brought 
to the attention of the committee only within the last two days, 
and the bill is sought to be passed in this way now so that it can 
be enacted into law before the beginning of the holiday recess 

ext Tuesday. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is nothing unusual in that. We 
have urgent deficiency bills in every Congress. 

Mr. CANNON. ell, I say to the gentleman that this is not a 
new practice. Bills have been passed in this way at least a dozen 
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Now, touching the items the gentleman has referred to, if he 
desires to be informed about them I will cheerfully give him all 
the information I can. There is an appropriation of $7,000 for 
the current year for printing for the Supreme Court. Under that 
appropriation, as under similar W heretofore made, 
the briefs and other printing of the court in the main have been 
done; but heretofore, under the law, the fees collected by the 
clerk of the court have gone into a fund from which the opinions 
of the justices and such other special confidential printing as was 
desired was done by a private printer designated by the court. 
Since the creation of the appellate courts, narrowing the jurisdic- 
tion of the Supreme Court, the business has fallen off, cases have 
been fewer, and less fees have been collected, and the result is that 
from that source there is not now sufficient money to pay for this 
private printing after the fund has provided for the other burdens 
that it to beac: and a justice of the court, by its direction, 
appeared before your committee and said that, in view of this sit- 
uation, the court desired to be authorized to use from the allot- 
ment made for its printing at the Public Printing Office sufficient 
money to do this confidential printing. For the reason I haye 
stated, namely, that the fees of the court have fallen off, your 
committee, on full consideration, thought that was a reasonable 
et bara and therefore they have made this appropriation avail- 
able in part for that purpose. i j 
Mr. SAYERS. If the gentleman will allow me, this appropria- 
tion is made only to execute an existing law. 
Mr. CANNON. Precisely. Now, Mr. 1 if there is 
nothing further to be said, I ask that the be placed on its 


Per RICHARDSON. Has the gentleman stated how much is 
carried by this bill? 
Mr. CANNON. Ves, sir. The amount is $881,862.92, $700,000 


of which is for the Navy. 
The bill was ordered to be en d and read a third time; and 


being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CANNON, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask that the bill and 
report be printed in the usual way, so as to keep up the files. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is like locking the stable after the 
horse is stolen. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from Illinois? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION, NASHVILLE, TENN. 


Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Committee on Ways and Means be discharged from further 
consideration of the bill (S. 2889) in relation to the Tennessee Cen- 
tennial sition at Nashville, and that the bill be put upon its 
passage. I make this request with the approval of the chairman 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, a bill similar to this having 
been reported by the Commit:ee on Appropriations. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, ete., That there shall be exhibited at the Tennessee Centennial 
2 to bo held at Nashville, Tenn. in the year 1897, by the Government 
of the United States, from its Executive Departments, the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution and National Museum, and the United States Commission, such 
articles and materials as illustrate the function and administrative facul 
of the Government in time of peace and its resources as a war power, tend- 
ing to demonstrate the nature of our institutions and their adaptation to the 
wants of the people; and to secure a complete and harmonious arrangement 
of said Government exhibit a board of management shall be created, to be 
charged with the peep magn Petey pre tion, arrangement, safe-keeping, 
and exhibition of such cles and materials as the heads of said De 
ments and institutions of the Government may, 3 decide shall be 
embraced in said Government exhibit. The sident may also designate 
additional articles for exhibition. Such board shall be composed of one 
member to be detailed by the head of each Executive Department, one Ly 
the head of the Smithsonian Institution and National Museum, and one by 
the head of the United States Fish Commission; and the President sh: 
name one of said persons so detailed as chairman; and the members of said 
board shall have no compensation in addition to their lar salary, and 
their actual and necessary expenses only shall be paid out of the sum herein- 
after appropriated. 

SEC. 2. That the Secretary of the Tri shall cause a suitable buildin: 
or buildings to be erected on the site selected for the Tennessee Centenn 
Exposition for the Governinent exhibit, and he is hereby authorized and di- 
rected to contract therefor in the same manner and under the same re 
tions as for other public buildings of the United States: but the contract for 
said building or buildings shall not exceed the sum of $30,000, and there is 
hereby appropriated for said building or buildings, out of any money in the 

ury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $30,000. The Secretary of 
the Treasury is authorized and required to dispose of such building or build- 
ings, or the material composing the same, at the close of the exposition, giv- 
ing preference to the city of Nashville or to the said Tennessee Centennial 
Exposition Company to purchase the same at an appraised value, to be ascer- 
tained in such manner as he may determine, and whatever sum may be 
realized on sale of said building shall be covered into the Treasury of the 
Uskoa That for th f paying th f the sel 
EC. 3. ‘or the purpose of paying the expenses o e selection, pur- 
chase, preparation, transportation, installation, care,and return of said Gov- 
ernment exhibit, and for the employment of prone persons as officers and 
assistants by the board of management created by this act and for their 
expenses, aud for the maintenance of the building hereinbefore provided for, 
and for other contingent expenses incidental to the Government exhibit, to 
be approved by the irman of the of management and by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury upon itemized accounts and vouchers, there is hereby 


a pria outof any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropria 
the sum of $100,000, or so much thereof as may be peget fe to epaod 
Bay the board of 5 hereinbefore created, of which not exceeding 

e sum of $10,000 shall be expended for clerical service. 

Src. 4. That all articles which shall be imported from foreign countries for 
the sole purpose of exhibition at said ex: tion, upon which there shall bea 
tariff or customs duty, shall be admitted free of 8 of duty, customs 
fees, or char under such regulations as the etary of the Treasury 
shall prescribe; but it shall be lawful at any time during the exhibition to 


sell, for delivery at the close of the exposition, an: s or proper 
imported for 6 actually on exhibition in the e tom buildings or mn ie 
ty of the revenue and for 


8 subject to such regulations for the sec 
6 collection of import duties as the retary of the Treasury shall pre- 
scribe: Provided, That all such articles, when sold or withdrawn for con- 
sumption in the United States, shall be subject to the duty, if any, imposed 
upon such articles by the revenue laws in force at the date of importation, 


and all penalties prescribed by law shall be applied and enforced against such 
articles and — the persons who may be gu Ity of any illegal sale or 
wal. 


* 
Sec. 5. That medals with appropriate devices, emblems, and inscriptions 
commemorative of said Tennessee Centennial Exposition and of the awards 
to be made to exhibitors thereat be pre at some mint of the United 
States for the board of directors thereof, subject to the provisions of the 
fifty-second section of the coinage act of 1893, upon the Phare by the Ten- 
nessee Centennial tion Company of a sum not less than the cost thereof; 
and all the provisions, whether penal or otherwise, of said co! act 

the counterfeiting or imitating of coins of the United States s apply to 
the m struck and issued under this act. 

Sirs . 2 K 8 1 ae in — manner and under no yas 
nees e for any debt, con expe: re, e „or li 
bility of any kind whatever of the said Tennessee Cente: nial Exposition 
Company, its officers, agents, servants, or employees, or incident to or grow- 
ing ont of said exposition, nor for any amount whatever in excess of the 
130,000 herein authorized; and the heads of the Executive Departments, the 

Institution and National Museum, and the United States Fish 

on, and the board of ment herein authorized, their officers, 

mts, servants, or employees, l in no manner and under no circum: 

stances expend or create any liability of any kind for any sum in excess of 
the appropriations herein made, or create any deficiency. 

SEC. 7. That the appropriation herein made shall take effect when the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall be satisfied that the solvent 9 made 
by the State of Tennessee, its counties and cities, and by individuals or com- 

es to said centennial exposition, together with solvent subscriptions to 

o stock of the centennial company made by the State, its counties, and 
cities, and by private corporations and by individuals, shall amount to at 
least the sum of one-half million of dollars. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, my understanding was that the 
consideration of this bill was to be postponed until Monday. 

Mr. McMILLIN. That was the suggestion at first. The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BINGHAM] was supposed to stand 
in the way of immediate consideration because he had charge of 
an appropriation bill that he desired to have considered to-day, 
but he has consented that this bill be now taken up, and that con- 
poe Seis of the appropriation bill be deferred till this bill is 

ed up. 

Mr. BAILEY. Well, Mr. Speaker, I have never seen one of 
these exposition bills defeated, and I sup that if this bill is to 
pass it may as well now as at another time. If I had any 
means of defeating it, I should be glad to do so, but I shall not 
object to its present consideration. 

. HULL. May I ask the gentleman from Tennessee what 
reason there is for the Government of the United States holding 
an exposition or fair at Nashville, Tenn.? 

Mr. MCMILLIN. The Government, under this bill, does not 
become liable in any degree for the conduct of the exposition for 
any cost except that of making itsown exhibit. The bill provides 
simply for the Government doing what it did at Omaha last year, 
and what it has done over and over again both at home and abroad. 
It pean only for making a Government exhibit, and even that 
is to be done only when the buildings have been erected and pre- 
pared by the people of Tennessee at a cost of about $500,000. For- 
eign nations and the other States and Territories have been invited 
to make exhibits. 3 

Mr. HULL. Then, Mr. Speaker, I understand that the only rea- 
son why we should do this now is because we have been doing it 
heretofore. 

Mr. McMILLIN. The occasion of this exposition isthe celebra- 
tion of the one-hundredth anniy of the admission of the State 
of Tennessee into the Union, a State than which none is grander 
or more meritorious. The Government has not only made exhibits 
heretofore within our own borders, but has made them in foreign 
countries. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. When Iowa has been one hundred years 
in the Union, we will celebrate the anniversary of her admission 
with even a greater celebration. [Laughter.] 


mithsonian 
Commissi 


The SPE . Isthere objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the third reading of the 
Senate bill. 


Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, are we not going to have a word 
on this subject? Are not the friends of the bill ready to make any 
defense of it? 

Mr. McMILLIN. I will state to the gentleman from Texas 
that a bill similar to this has been reported favorably by the 
Committee on Appropriations. 


The report upon that bill containg 
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a statement of the facts and reasons, and, if he desires, it can be 


Mr. DOCKERY. I that it be printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I am perfectly willing that it shall be printed 
in the RECORD, if the gentleman from Texas does not desire to 
have it read at this time, and will have it done, with the permis- 
sion of the House. 


TENNESSEE CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION, 


The Committee on Ap 3 T 
bill (H. R. 8193 2 


yof Ten- 
t event in 


Union), as well as for the (o admission and support of cultural, 
horti d arts, such as 5 pip rising 


corporation was filed under 
the laws of Tennessee on the 14th day of Jul: „884. T o enn 
said corporation are such as are erred u 

Nashville, Tenn., where this ig Sere ge is to beheld ts pacity of a as 2 
inhabitants, having, according to the census of 1890, a 8 
9,000 in excess of th 6 ae fal a Deere ree te 8 
eee eee The resources of the State are 

varied and almost matchless. 


Tennessee was admitted into the Union 1 1,1796. The Tennessee Cen- 
tennial on is the outgrowth of a patri e aere m tie 


o of Tennessee to mark with Pe is distinctly 
are th Seaver ens of Snas event. Itisd cya a pened n 
is therefore necessaril — 5 — and national in its character. 

For a decade 
nature of the ce 
and indust: becauso such ‘demonstra 
of them is las 
in June, 1891, a el 
seans met tin the 


— 


capitol and fo: tinguished Tennes and 
principles laid di ment 10 the do over ia ae were that the exposition should 

e 0 e: 
stock association with a ca; * 000, and that it should be 


founders of the 
that spirit of self sacrificing, 
; to stimulate activi! ry bahia paar ind 
feelin n t © Sec: 
he convention adjourned and the work of pro ing tunde foe eke for th 
> out of its intentions was taken up. The duty ot the start 
to the 22 of 8 when a canvass was made 
t — oe phew tic. Your committee is reo that the sae 
report for April 25. 1208 25 shows the 6 
to the . fund and paid by citizens of — te Sig 
and the county of Davidson, in which the city of Nashville 
Private subscriptions by citizens 
Subscription by Davidson Coun’ 
— — co oF PARIPA OE of 


Subscription from miscellan 


8 Longe e 
n cas) 

+ The 

to mak: 


ga’ 
set aside yay be used solely for Roce aac yg 


resources 
side: this amount in conn the general and also 
which is in the treasury of the vane board, the — — amount 
money set apart for the exposition 711. 
Your committee is advised that hm after June 1, when the cen- 
tennial and inau 


movement will be 
ption total, 


ney when thes requests are 
rene è responses will 

The counties of the State have their appropriations, 
and f. fr rom this source saree 000 will en pte Your committee 
is also * that bills are pending be 


Mw for the ee ot such States at tennial 
Expost ition, and will be all legislatures that 
— R next January; that erg rte to eg have . tof coun- 
tries to make displays, and a 3 of ees notably Japan, M and 


Chile, have evinced a pu ition seems, in the 
ment of your committee, Bode thorough 


way wiil 8 r grange 


— open May 1, 1807, i 
1897. of Centennial 
Park, which is A 200-acre tract of blue-grass land in the the te suburbs of 
Nashville, was un last fall and is now about finished. Two lakes have been 
excavated and filled with water, the walks and roadways have been macadam- 
ized, and thousands of roses, eve ns, flowering shrubs, and additional 
mae trees have been set 7 work will be continued, so that by the 
ion ng of 1897 the park ma more beautiful than the grounds of any exposi- 
n held heretofure have Aki 


members and all the officers, with the single exception of the director- neral, 
aliapa charge of the administration ot 2 


tion and construction, serve with- 
any salary whatever, and from the further statement that no chiatge will 
exposition buildings. The 


jeforspace f forexhibitsinany of the executive 


committee was selected from among the best business men 
they have the control of the entire en z 


$359, 
either at New dg or — 2 — when 5 cee Bere 
r 3 a much larger contribution u 
je and Tennessee than was required of New Orleans or Atlanta 
ted by Congress to the New Orleans and 


sum asked for according to this bill is but 82 and 
E the solvent approp the Secretary of — Naa a 
ers tions made by the State of Tennessee, its 
counties and angers Cg Babs on br companies to eaid centennial expo- 
Com g 5 Settee oe 

an 
tions and by individuals ctr to at least the sum af ot one-half 2 — 


eee tion asked for in this case is ch 1 
A made by the Bt the State, its counties and cities 


ne aoe — priation, as will be seen, is not asked for in order to directl 
to the interests of the e D gerne . or of private — 
the United States to erect a suitable build- 
N to exhibit “ from its Executive pepe atte, the Smithsonian Insti- 
on and | materials as illustrate and the U tates Fish Commission such 


articles and ustrate the on and administrat.ve faculty 
of the 3 in time of and its resources asa war power, tending 
to demonstrate the nature of our institutions and their adaptation to the 
mant —— N rer wage niger f the large benefits tha 

our co) pe: e from the nefits that will accrue 
to the masses 2 the at Ene ono t either as yator or pers may attend 
this expositi one: Secret text the admission of T. 
nessee _ a Sta into 1 2 is an event e note . 5 r celebration, 
and such as 


Your committee report tthe Sut back — a — amendment and 
recommend its passage. 

Mr. TALBERT. Iwanttoaskthe gentleman a question. Does 
this bill carry any appropriation on the part of the Government 
exce 4 the expenditure which it will incur in making its own 

Mr. McMILLIN. Not a dollar. On the contrary, the bill ex- 
pressly provides that the Government shall not pay any portion 
of the expenses of the e ition, and the officers representing the 
Government are forbidden to incur any liabilities on the part of 
the United States in addition to what is appropriated by this bill. 
$ pee even of that goes back when the Government building 

80 

Mr. GIBSON. The bill effectually guards the interests of the 
Government. 

Mr. TALBERT. The Government will not be called upon to 
pay any back indebtedness? 

Ar. ‘MoMILLIN MILLIN. Not at all. 

Mr. TALBERT. The Government, then, is expected to make 
8 an a a. as will pay for its own exhibit? 

MILE The bill does not look to 1 3 beyond 
that, and that expenditure is not to be made until the buildings 
have been constructed and the successof the enterprise is thereby 
assured. I have before me, to be examined by members, pictures 
of the buildings. They are most beautiful, ap ppropriat, and com- 
plete. I 8 the same amount ae meer aret; at any ex- 

ition o coun been turn ter advan or 
5 in more deantifal structures. ERRA nee 

Mr. TALBERT. And the Government will dispose of its own 

= as it sees popa 

oMILLIN. bill provides that the buildings which 
may te erected by the Government shall be sold and the money 
covered into the 8 

Mr. SHAFROTH. How largo an a sorpa non is asked? 

Mr. McMILLIN. One hun thousand dollars, or 
so much thereof as may be required. Thatie is the amount, all told, 
of ee e 1 
Mr. S. er, I desire simply to record my pro- 

et this bill, as I have recorded it against all similar bills 

have been a member of this House. A little more than 
8 years ago Congress was first induced to make an appro- 
priation of this kind.” At At that time there was a very general 
opposition to such a measure; but it was urged that inasmuch 
as the 3 then asked was for the centennial celebra- 
tion to be held at Philadelphia a similar occasion could not arise 
for one hundred years. I believe that such was the statement of 
Mr. Randall himself. I remember, too, that Hon. John Randolph 
Tucker, then a member from Virginia, predicted during that 
debate that the measure then about to pass would become a prec- 
edent, and that instead of that being the only one of its kind to be 
passed for one hundred years it would soon happen that there 


1896. 
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would be such a measure ary In twenty years we have 
lived to see his prediction ed. Last year I saw this House 

a bill appropriating something more than $200,000 to assist 
fn holding an osition of this kind in the city of Omaha, and 
it actually passed the bill without reading it. 

Mr. RCER. The bill was read. 

Mr. BAILEY. It was read at first: but it was not read when 
it was put upon its passage. The truth is, I was at lunch; and 
the gentlemen interested in ing the measure, fearing that I 
might be back before the reading of the bill was finished, 
it without reading. And here at the very next session of this same 
Congress, within six months, we are asked tomake another appro- 
priation for the purpose of holding another centennial exposition. 

Mr. MAHON. ill the gentleman allow me to interrogate him? 

Mr. BAILEY. I will. 

Mr. MAHON. Does not the gentleman know that the million 
dollars appropriated by the General Government for the Centen- 
nial Exposition at Philadelphia in 1876 was paid back with 
interest? 

Mr. BAILEY. The Government loaned $1,500,000, and was 
obliged to sue in order to compel its repayment. 

Mr. CANNON. I presume the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
BAILEY] desires to be accurate. 

Mr. BAILEY. Ido. 

Mr. CANNON. There was a loan of a million or a million and 
a half of dollars to assist in that exposition, which amount was 
repaid; but the Government put up its own buildings at its own 
expense, and made its own exhibit, just as it proposes to do here. 
The Philadelphia exhibit, the Chicago exhibit, and the Atlanta 
exhibit cost much more than this is to cost. 

Mr. BAILEY. There is no question about the fact that the 
loan of $1,500,000 was repaid under legal proceedings. Iam not 
mistaken about that, 

Mr. CANNON. Well, it came back into the Treasury. 

Mr. BAILEY. It came back under legal compulsion. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no tation that the course which has 
been entered upon will ever beroversed. I expect that before we 
are through with this matter all the towns and cities in the land 
will have the benefit of similar appropriations, and when we finish 
the circle, I expect to see it made a second time, until within 
fifty years, at a moderate estimate, $50,000,000 will have been 
e ded by the Government for purposes of this kind. 

ow, if appropriations of this sort are justified upon the ground 
that in this way the Government is assisting in the education of 
the people, I do not hesitate to say that I would rather spend the 
same money in the maintenance of common schools—a proposition 
to which I am utterly opposed; but if the Government is going to 
undertake to educate the people, let us educate those who need it 
most. Let us go out and take those who are ignorant and try to 
dispel the darkness from their minds. The people who attend these 
expositions are as a rule people who are able to travel—people 
who see something of the world anyway—people who do not need 
this kind of education. Appropriations of this sort are a gratuity 
on the part of the Government, and though I have no hope of pre- 
venting them, I must protest against them. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, the first appropriation of this 
kind was, I believe, for the exposition at Phili elphia; then there 
were two or three small appropriations until the Chicago appro- 
priation was reached. That was a great appropriation; and it 
was a great exposition. Following upon that came the Atlanta 
Exposition. I advocated and voted for the Atlanta appropriation. 
When that point had been reached, I was quite content to quit. It 
seemed to me we had come toa point where we ought to quit. But 
then the appropriation for Omaha went through; and it seems to 
me, as that went through, that this has quite as much merit, and 
it is for another portion of the country. I, however, hope that in 
the future the House will stop making appropriations of this kind, 
or if we are to do anything, that we confine ourselves simply to 

ishing our own exhibit. 

Mr. LOUD. Why not stop now? Is not this as good a time as 
any other? 

Mr. CANNON. The gentleman asks, Why not stop now?” 
He might have put that question when was 5 g an 
appropriation. 

. BAILEY. I tried at that time to have the House stop. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Gentlemen ask, Why not stop now?” In 
view of the activity manifested by the Tennessee delegation on 
both sides of this ber, I think gentlemen must realize that it 
would be difficult to do that. I simply desire to say that I am 


opposed to this bill. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, before the vote is taken, I desire 
to make a single observation. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. MCMILLIN], in ing of 
this proposed exposition at Nashville, alluded to it as being the 


celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of the admission of 
Tennessee into the Union. While that is true in point of time, 
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yet I would dislike v 
accepted here that the 
to go to the expense of aiding any purely State ex 
ing the Governmentexhibit contemplated in this bill, at an expendi- 


much to haye the idea presented and 
vernment of the United States proposes 
ition by mak- 


ture of $130,000. 

Up to the present time I think all of the app: iations that 
have been made by Congress for this purpose have been for expo- 
sitions international, or at least national, in their character; and 
the 3 for them have been justified on the ground 
that they were rather of an international or interstate character 
than as relating Say to any State. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. e 83 is entirely correct in that. 
The proposed exhibit at Nashville is of that character. Invita- 
tions have been extended to all countries to participate. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I so understand. 

Mr. McCALL of Tennessee. This exposition will be known as 
the Tennessee Centennial and Internationa: Exposition. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Of course, Mr. Speaker, everyone will see at 
oe the danger of making appropriations for purely State expo- 
sitions. s 

This bill provides for foreign exhibits as well as for the exhibits 
from the various States in the Union, and is for thatreason rather 
of an international character. But I should not care to have it 
go forth that we had started out on the plan of aiding a parel 

tate exposition. It must be international, or at least national, 
in character to justify such action on our part. And while I am 
not going to enter into the question of the wisdom of these appro- 
priations, yet it must be conceded by all that such expositions, 
within the proper sphere, do subser ve a great national purpose. 
There is no doubt of that; but care must be taken that a misap- 
prehension in regard to the action of Congress in such matters 
may not exist among the people that we will participate in and 
appropriate for a purely State exposition, or even an exposition on 
narrower grounds where ple come and ask the Government's 
aid for a Government ibit. We must put it on the higher 
pene thatitis purely national or international, as I have already 
said. À 
Further, these expositions are not supposed to be multiplying 
until they cover every State in the Union. In the Omaha case, as 
Iam informed, twenty-five States claimed to be interested. In 
the present instance the various States of the Union are invited to 
ber Nery ser as well as the governments of foreign nations. 

But I only desired at this time to enter a caveat against the idea 
that 75 are aiding, by Government expenditure, a purely State 
exhibit. 

Mr. McCALLof Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say a word 
by way of explanation to the House, This Tennessee Centennial 
and International Exposition is not a local or mere State affair. 
The citizens of the State have already subscribed and expended 
some 8400. 000 in the inauguration of this enterprise. We will 
make a great success of it ourselves, but what we want is to have 
the Government help us to make it a still greater success. We 
expect to have people and exhibits from all of the States of the 
Union as well as from abroad, They are already asking for space 
from all parts of the country, which is being assigned to them, 
and, with the exception of the Chicago ition, we intend to 
make this the greatest State and International Exposition ever 
held in this country. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will not the gentleman except the 
Philadelphia ition? 

Mr. MCCALL of Tennessee. Well, I doubt very much whether 
we will not make it a greater success even than that. We intend 
to make it a great success. It is already a great success as far 
as we have gone, and now all we want is the Government’s bless- 
ing that it shall be even a greater success, 

r. DOCKERY. It would be cheaper for us to give you the 
Government’s benediction. That would save something like 
$130,000. - oes 

Mr. WASHINGTON. Mr. Speaker, a single word with refer- 
ence to the criticism of my friend from Maine [Mr. 5 
that it would not be proper for the Government of the Uni 
States to appropriate money for participation in what might be a 
purely State e. ition. this case that objection could not 
possibly arise. e Tennessee Centennial Exposition has long 
ago passed far beyond the point of a State affair. 

There were transmitted last year, through the State Depart- 
ment, invitations to all the civilized nations of the earth to par- 
ticipate in this exposition. Replies and acceptances have been 
received from a very large number of them, and in many instances 
space has already been allotted, and many foreign exhibits are in 
transit to this country. Indeed, some have already arrived. 

It is also an interstate exposition, and several of the State legis- 
latures, yi pace in the North and East, have made appropria- 
tions for the erection of buildings on me gouna allo to them 
on the site of the pro exposition. e State of Rhode Island 
has a building already under construction, 
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have been already erected and completed in 
e grounds have been graded and beautified, 
macadamized. In fact, all the 


Our own buildin 

a large measure. 
trees planted, walks and drives 
necessary preparations have been finished to make this e ition 
a grand success. A plat of ground has been allotted for the Gov- 
ernment building, and if this bill should not pass and the Govern- 
ment should fail to participate in our centennial exposition, that 
lat of ground will remain unoccupied, and on it will stand a 
rd bearing the inscription: “This space reserved for the United 

States Government building and exhibit.” 

The people of Tennessee, individually and by counties and cities 
and rai ee je have subscribed and paid $458,943.77 to the capi- 


tal stock of the 5 company. The remaining $41,056.23 
n to meet the requirements of the proposed appropriation 
by Congress will be raised within the next ten days, $9,000 of that 
amount having been already pledged. The passage of this bill 
will inspire our people with new energy and stimulate them to 
further effort. In addition to the already large, commodions, 
and handsome buildi that have been comple the manage- 
ment peer at once to begin the construction of three or four 
other b ildings, in order to meet the daily increasing demand for 
more space by exhibitors. 

One word more. The centennial 55 will open its doors 
complete in every detail on the 1st of May, 1897. If the Govern- 
ment is to havean exhibit there, itis vital that this measure should 

now in order to insure sufficient time to erect the Govern- 
ment building and to 5 the various objects in the 
several Departments whic form the exhibit. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time. 

The question being taken on the passage of the bill, Mr. BAILEY 
demanded a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 127, nays 25. 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I believe a bill like this ought not 
to be passed with less than a quorum, and I make the point of no 
quorum. It will save time if the 8 will give us the yeas 
and nays. I would have demanded the yeas and nays except that 
I did not desire to waive the point of no quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. BAILEY] 
makes the point of no quorum. 

Mr. G N. T hope the gentleman from Texas will not insist 
on the poni of order. 

The SPEAKER (after counting the House). One hundred and 
1 members present a quorum. The ayes have it, and the 
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On motion of Mr. McCALL of Tennessee, a motion to reconsider 
the last vote was laid on the table. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, 1 am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Rules to submit a report, and upon it I ask the previous 
uestion. 
5 The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] 
submits the following report from the Committee on Rules, on 
which he asks for the previous question. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on Rules, to whom was referred House resolution No. 439, 
have had the same under consideration, and hereby report the following sub- 


stitute therefor: 

“Resolved, That on Tuesday, January 5, 1897, immediately after the readin, 
of the Journal, the House shall resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the consideration of H. R. No. 4566, a bill 
to amend the postal laws relating to second mail matter; that said bill 
shall be considered under the rules governing general debate durin the said 
day and the following day, depen at © hour of 2 p. m., at which time 
general debate shall close, and said bill shall then be open to amendment and 
consideration under the five-minute rule until 4 p. m., at which time the com- 
mittee shall rise and report the bill and pending amendments to the House. 
The previous question be considered as ordered on the pending amend- 
ments and bill to its final passage.” 


Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I have asked for the previous 
question. 

Mr. QUIGG. Do J understand that the rule allows two days of 
general debate? 

Mr..McMILLIN. In order that the right may not be waived, 
I yi bom the gentleman to consent that a second be considered as 
ordered ; 

Mr. HENDERSON. I demanded the previous question when I 
presented the report. 

„ (continuing). Otherwise all debate will be 
cut off. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks for the previous question, 
which, if ordered before any debate is had, would give twenty 
minutes’ debate on a side. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEN- 
DERSON I 
Mr. ERSON. Let us have the previous question ordered, 


and then I will answer your question. 
The previous question was ordered. 


Mr. HENDERSON. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Qui] asked me a question, but I could not hear him. 
Mr. QUIGG. I oe haley Mr. Speaker, whether this rule gave 


two days for general debate. I did not quite understand the read- 
ang UY the Clerk. 
. HENDERSON. It gives one day for general debate and 


until 2 o’clock on the next day; then from 2 until 4 o’clock on the 
second day for debate and amendment under the five-minute rule; 
then the amendments and the bill to be voted upon, the previous 
question being considered as ordered. 

Mr. QUIGG. May I inquire whether the time for general de- 
bate is not a little problematical under the rule? 

Mr. HENDERSON. Not at all. 

Mr. E REE When does the time for general debate begin? 

Mr. HENDERSON, Immediately after the reading of the Jour- 
nal, There is no . to cut off the time that is set. 

Mr. QUIGG. I did not hear the reading very distinctly. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the resolution, 
Mr. CANNON. Is the gentleman from New York [Mr. Quiea] 


eee to the bill? 
r. 5 8 I am opposed to the bill in its mresent form. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, if that is so, would i-t a better way to 
manifest that opposition be to let the bill take its chances alon 
with the other business of the House, instead of being ee eee 
under the special order? As 1 understand the special order, it 
gives general debate for one day, and on the next day until 2 
o'clock, and then two hours for amendment, which practically 
means no amendment. If the gentleman is really opposed, and if 
other members are really opposed to it in its present shape, and if 
it ought to be considered and amended and changed, if it is prac- 
tically to be considered and amended, and defeated or passed, as 
the case may be, it can not be done except under the ordinary rules 
of the House. It is the bill or nothing, practically, under the 
special order. I call the gentleman’s attention to that fact. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Speaker, this bill is, as the gentleman from 
California [Mr. Loup] described it the other day, undoubtedly 
the most important piece of general legislation that is comin 
before Con during this session. It makes very radic: 
changes in the postal laws. I do not propose to discuss the bill 
now, except as to one or two features which the House ought to 
bear in mind when it comes to vote on this rule. 

e from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] suggests that under 
this rule we have got to vote for the bill or nothing, and if that is 
so—I could not hear the 3 the rule very well—I shall 
have to vote against the rule. This bill makes very extraordinary 
changes in the present postal laws, which the gentleman from 
California [Mr. Loup] says are in the interest of economy. I 
doubt it very much. e statement of the gentleman from Cal- 
ifornia [Mr. wep Syy this bill will save to the Treasury the 
sum of from $20,000,000 to $40,000,000 is to my mind utterly, 
8 absurd. Mr. Wanamaker, when Postmaster-General 

gured out in dollars and cents what this bill would save if it had 
then been the law; and he figured out that $1,000,000 would be 
saved on what is called the sample- copy 5 and that 
$1,100,000 would be saved on what is called the periodical” 
privilege. So that the estimate of the Postmaster-General at that 
time was that that bill would save $2,100,000. I can very easily 
demonstrate that the bill will cost a great deal more than that in 
the revenues of the Government in first-class matter and fourth- 
class matter, which, as the gentleman from California says, are 
the paying branches of the service, and which are greatly increased 
from the results of the second-class circulation. ‘ 
This bill Also confers upon the Postmaster-General most extraor- 
dinary powers. We now have in the postal laws twenty pages 
of regulations, which have ali the effect of statute law, for every 
twenty lines of law. The powers we have already equipped the 
Postmaster-General with are so vast that he does not hesitate to 
make a law every time he needs one; and the present Postmaster- 
General says that if we do not pass this bill he will make it into law 
by simply writing out an order to postmasters. The gentleman 
from California read to us the other day what might be described 
as a rather bold statement on the part of the Postmaster-General. 
He thought it proper to tell us that if we do not give him this bill 
he will give it to himself. That is the way, I admit, that most of 
the important regulations now in the book of postal laws were 
brought into existence; and this bill confers upon the Postmaster- 
General much larger powers. 
How much time have I, Mr. Speaker? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has used five minutes of his 


time. 

Mr. QUIGG. This bill proposes to confer upon the Postmaster- 
General very much lar powers. The characteristics of mail 
matter as described in the law are added to in this bill in various 
ways, so that the Postmaster-General is cou pari to say, for 
example, that the publication shall be ruled out of the mails 
because the persons claimed by the publisher as subscribers were 
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not “‘ gern | ” subscribers. Actually, this bill equips the Post- 
master-General with power to say, “ Your subscribers did not sub- 
scribe voluntarily, and consequently you can not send your publi- 
cations through the mails as second-class matter.” There are 
various other large grants of power in this bill. The postmaster 
can say what is a *‘ periodical.” At present the law assumes to say 
what a “periodical” is, and describes exactly what qualifications 
apublication must have in orderto be considered a periodical. Un- 
der the bill that we are to consider under this rule the Postmaster- 
General is entitled to say what a ‘‘ periodical” is, and if he does 
not like the looks of it or objects to the looks of the editor or the 
publisher, he can rule it out of the mails by a stroke of his pen. 

Now, I submit, Mr. Speaker, that this bill ought to beconsidered 
verycarefully. There is no objection that I know of to the bill com- 
ing up, to its being debated, to its being acted upon in the ordinary 
way. There was no objection the other day to its consideration, 
provided the gentleman from California would consent to wait 
until the day following, in order that the facts and figures that 
we had in connection with this bill might be looked up alittle. 
When he came here with a proposition to take up this bill, nobody 
had heard anything of it, and the bill had not been thought of 
since last summer, in the last session; and the gentleman proposed 
to take it up strai nway. It had been six months since I had 
looked at any of the collection of documents that I have received 
from publishers and others interested in the mail service. I was 
not ready to go on, and the protest that was made then was 
ry ish | simply to going on at that particular hour of that particu- 
lar day, But, so far as I am concerned, I am perfectly willing to 

on at any time now. The gentleman does not need this rule. 
here is going to be no filibustering against his bill or the consid- 
eration of it; and I hope he will not insist upon a rule which is so 
sharp as this seems to be in regard to the time of debate. A rule 
that would simply bring the matter forward at a particular time, 
arule that it should be considered until it was di d of, and 
i of within a time long enough to give us a fair debate, I 
would be willing to support, but a N rule of this character 
is certainly unnecessary. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to have two or three minutes. 

Mr. suaa I yield the gentleman the balance of my time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I would like to ask the gentleman from the 
Committee on Rules who has presented this rule a question. Does 
not the bill calledthe Loud billstand before the House as unfinished 
business, and would it not come up immediately after the morning 
hour each day unless set aside by an appropriation bill or some 
vote of the House upon some other legislative roposition? 

Mr. HENDERSON. It stands as unfinished business after the 
morning hour, but under that head we might never reach it. The 
members of the Committee on Bules thought that a bill which 
the House had expressed its desire to consider should be brought 
up for consideration at such a time as would enable it to become 
law if it is to be stamped with the favorable action of this House, 
and we might never be able to reach it should its present status 
continue. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My objection to the bill is this: The Post- 


master-General presumes that this is most important legislation. 
Mr. HENDERSON. The gentleman is speaking in his own 
time, is he not, Mr. S er? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman has been recognized for the 
remainder of the time of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Postmaster-General assumes that this is 
most important legislation, and in connection with that assump- 
tion he states in his annual report that if this legislation is not 
enacted by Congress, he shall proceed under existing law to liter- 
ally almost carry out the paragraphs contained in the Loud bill. 

Mr. LOUD. Only one of them. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Only one of them. The gentleman says that 
the Postmaster-General’s statement has reference to but one of the 
paragraphs of his bill. He does not so state it in his report. How- 
ever, if the Postmaster-General can, by regulation in his Depart- 
ment and by construction of existing statutes, do this, there must 
be a neglect on his por in the performance of his duty, and I do 
not think that this House should hasten or expeđite him in doing 
that which under the existing law he has authority to do. What 
I want in this case is the fullest debate. If this rule will give us 
full debate with full opportunity for amendment, 1 am for the 
rule; but I desire the rule to be so framed that under it this bill 
can be amended to meet what are called, and what may properly 
be called, inroads on the service, which the Postmaster-General 
can not meet by a ruling, but which, he claims, put the Govern- 
ment to great expense in carrying through the mails matter not 
authorized by law. My only inquiry, therefore, is whether this 
xe an give us full opportunity to make changes in this proposed 

lation. 

r. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, the question before us is not 
Whether the House shall pass what is known as the Loud bill, but 
whether they shall consider it in a particular way. The impor- 


tance of this proposed legislation is conceded on all hands. Two 


objections are made to the adoption of this rule. The objection 
made by my colleague [Mr. BiInGHAM] who has just taken his 
seat is that the bill has already been under consideration by this 
House, and constitutes now an item of unfinished business. While 
that is true, it is unfinished business in the second morning hour, 
and my friend knows that the first morning hour, under the rules 
of this House, isa morning hour of indefinite duration, so that the 
chances are that this bill may not come up for a very long time. 
Therefore, if it is to be considered at all, it ought to be considered 
so that if it pass the House it can go to the Senate and receive 
promptaction there. The other objection made to the rule is that 
there is not sufficient time allowed. 

Now, this bill contains practically but a single proposition. It 
relates to second-class matter. It is nota long bill, and very little 
time will be required to consider amendments which will put it 
in such shape as gentlemen opposing it, or as the House, may 
desire, and besides, the bill has 8 been discussed the greater 
part of a day. In addition to all that, the House must remember 
that this is the short session, and that there are other bills of press- 
ing importance brought to the attention of the Committee on Rules 
every y and time asked for their consideration. It is the inten- 
tion of the committee, immediately after this shall have been dis- 
posed of, to present another rule fixing a time for the consideration 
of the funding bill. The committee took into consideration all 
the suggestions that have been made up to this time, and were 
clear in the opinion that, considering the character of this bill and 
the consideration that it had already had, sufficient time was 
allowed by the rule as reported, and I trust that the opponents of 
this bill will not attempt to shut off its consideration by the House 
in an orderly manner. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 


time. 

melas I ask the gentleman to yield me two or three 
minutes. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I think the rule 8 by the com- 
mittee is a most liberal one, allowing seven hours for general de- 
bate and two hours for amendments. No one knows better than 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Quica@] and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. BIxdHAu] that there are but two propo- 
sitions in this bill. There are but two objections that can 
sibly be raised by either of those gentlemen. Hence there are but 
two provisions in the bill that they would even seek to amend, 
and it seems to me that two hours is a liberal time for amend- 
ments after the bill shall have received seven hours’ debate. 

Some of the statements made by the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. QuIGG] seem to be wild and misleading, as I assume they 
will be in thefuture. The chairman of the Post-Office Committee 
has made no statement that this bill will save from twenty to 
forty million dollars a year. The claim that he has made (which 
I have repeated to many gon ame) is that this bill will probably 
saye $10,000,000 a year. Speaking of the loss on the transmission 
of second-class matter, the chairman has said that the amount 
was from twenty to forty million dollars, but we do not propose 
by this bill to wipe out the second-class matter and to throw it all 
into the third-class, and therefore the saving will not amount to 
any such sum. The statement by Postmaster-General Wana- 
maker, to which the 55 refers, was that the loss in 1892 
was about $2,200,000, but if the gentleman wants to be honest, he 
will see that that statement is incorrect and misleading, because 
at that time the Postmaster-General estimated that it cost only 3 
cents a pound to handle and transmit this matter, If he will take 
the Postmaster-General's own figures, he will find that that state- 
ment or estimate of $2,200,000 was based upon an estimated cost 
of 2 cents a pound for transmission and handling. Postmaster- 
General Wanamaker made no statement or estimate of what it 
would cost to transmit this matter at 12 cents a pound. No Post- 
master-General until the present one—I say it with confidence— 
ever anticipated that it would cost 8 cents a pound to transmit all 
classes of mail matter. 

Mr. QUIGG. Will the gentleman yield to me a moment? 

Mr. LOUD. Ceremi. - 

Mr. QUIGG. Icall the gentleman’s attention to page 185 of 
the RECORD. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I hope the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Quice] will not consume our time. 

Mr. QUIGG. I have the permission of the nese from 
California [Mr. Loup] to ask him a question. He challenged a 
statement which I had made. The gentleman from Iowa ar 
HENDERSON] need not be solicitous. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia can take care of himself, I presume. I call the attention 
of the gentleman from California to these words of his on page 
185 of the RECORD: 

At the lowest calculation, there is involved in this bill a saving to the Gove 
ernment of $20,000,000 per annum. 


I wish to say that is the statement to which I alluded. 
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Mr. LOUD, Thestatement, I think, must have been incorrectly 
reported. All that I have ever argued was that the amount 
would reach $10,000,000. Iam willing to state that I believe the 
amount would really reach $20,000,000; but I do not believe that I 
have ever made that claim publicly. If Ihave, it has been a slip of 
the tongue. Ihave diod 

and therefore have limited the statement to $10,000,000. 


I do not think there would have been any occasion for this rule if | the Journal 


we werenot compelled to take into consideration the action of some 
gentlemen in this House, particularly the gentleman from Penn- 
oe [Mr. BINGHAM], who said on the evening when we had 
is bill up for consideration: 
I would have voted with the gentleman to take it up to-morrow. I will 
vote with him at any time to take up for consideration legislation on this 


subject. 

That statement was made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
I supposed, in good faith. 

Mr. BINGHAM. ‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania” makes 


no change in that statement. The 8 from Pennsyl- 
vania ” asked the gentleman in charge of the bill to give the House 
such information as would enable us to act intelligently on the 
subject. I want the gentleman’s legislation considered; I am per- 
fectly willing to have it considered at any time. 

Mr. LOUD. The gentleman will bear in mind that he made 
that statement on the evening when we had this measure up for 
consideration. Yet he knows that he has blocked by the legis- 
lative appropriation bill the further consideration of this measure. 
I look simply at results, without considering the language that 
gentlemen may use. 

Mr. BIN GHAM. I told the gentleman in the debate that even- 
ing that I was instructed by the Committee on Appropriations to 
bring forward the legislative bill. 

Mr. LOUD. That is something that the gentleman thought of 
subsequently, for further down in the report of the debate I see 
he made that statement. ‘ 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman from California has met with 
no antagonism from me, and I do not propose to be placed in a 
false position. 

Mr. LOUD. Ihave only quoted the gentleman’s lan 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iam in favor of considering the legislation 
which the gentleman proposes. I want it fully considered. 

Mr. LOUD. Then let us go ahead under this rule, which I 
think is abundantly liberal. 

Mr. HENDE IN. Mr. Speaker, how much time is there 


8 side? 
The SP Ten minutes. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Do gentlemen on the other side desire to 
say anything further? 

Mr. UIGG. I think not. 

Mr. DERSON. In closing this discussion, I wish simply 
to say that this isa brief bill of three pagos. Its consideration 
already occupied a part of one ony: y the pro rule we give 
it practically two more days; and, with the work which the House 
has to consider, we believe we have given this bill all the time 
that it would seem we can afford to give it. We have put this 
bill forward because it may never be reached under the ordinary 
rules; and after the deci on which the House has 
already given in respect to and in favor of the bill, and with the 
information before us that its is going to make Son a 
saving to the Government, the 8 on Rules unanimously 
felt that they should allow the House an . to act upon 
it without any unreasonable delay. We g this s proposa rule 
forward now so that gentlemen of the House, i 
adopted, may know that this measure will come up immediately 
after the holiday recess. I ask for a vote. 

The question Setar taken on agreeing to the resolution reported 
by the Committee on Rules, it was agreed to; there being on a 
division (called for by Mr. QuIGG)—ayes 102, noes 2. 

On motion of Mr. HEND. N, a motion to reconsider the 
last vote was laid on the table. 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD LEGISLATION. 
> I have another privileged report from the 
Committee on Rules. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa 
* report, which will be read. 
ERSON. The Committee on Rules have instructed 
me to present the resolution which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That on Thursday, 8 7. 1807. immediately after reading the 
itself into Committee of the Whole House 


presents a privi- 


the 

road and 5 line from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean. 
secure to the Government the use of the same for postal, 

purposes,’ approved J 
and also an a) 


, 1862; also to amend an act 
May 7, 1878, both in amendment of 
tioned act, 


and other acts amendat F 
to provide for the settlement ot 1 issue of bonds to aid 
in the construction of certain railroads, to secure the payment of all 
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indebtedness to the United States of certain companies therein mentioned: v 
that said bill shall be considered under the rules governing general deba 
during the said day and f following until the hour of 5 o'clock p. iage 
which time ge: debate and then said bill shall be toamend- 
ment and consideration under the five-minute rule until 5 o'eloek 


ding amendments to the House. The vious question shall be sid- 
ered as ordered on the pen amendments and the bill to its final —.— 
the vote Son bo y after the reading ‘of 


on Monday, January II. 
Mr. HENDERSON. Task the previous question on the adoption 


of the report. 
Mr. TORNER of Georgia. If the gentleman will it me, I 
would like to ask what date is fixed in the n 

Mr. HENDERSON. Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, January 
7, 8, and 9, and Monday following to vote. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Thursday, the 7th of January? 
es, the 7th; immediately after the read- 


me 
Mr. HENDERSON. I prefer not to yield until after the 
vious question has been e ra eae 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I only wanted to ask the gen- 
Sene z he proposes to have a session of Congress on the Sih of 
anuary 
Mr. STEELE. Jackson’s day? 
Mr. HENDERSON. Why, yes; we are a business House. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask the previous question on the adoption of the 


rt. 
"Fhe 2517 75 question was ordered. 

Mr. HUBBARD. If the gentleman from Iowa will permit m 
I would like to ask a question. If the amendments to be offer 
on Saturday to this bill are not sufficient to consume the day, will 
that time be occupied by general debate? 

Mr. HEND N. e have two days for general debate and 
one for debate under the five-minute rule, when amendments will 
be in order, and Monday of the tolomag week the vote will be 
aa Neue practically allows four days for the consideration of 

e 


Mr. DALZELL. You can consume all the time on Saturday 
by formal amendments, moving to strike out the last word, etc., 


and debate. 
Does the adoption of this report preclude a 
motion to recommit the bill? 

Mr. HENDERSON. No; certainly not. That is a right re- 
served under the rules. 

Mr. S er, I do not think it is necessary for me to say very 
much about the bill. The bill referred to in the resolution is what 
is known as the Pacific funding bill; and the only question before 
the House in considering the now is, Shall we take this mat- 
ter up and consider it at all? It does not involve, in discussing 
the pending order, a discussion of the merits of the bill; and when 
we vote for this rnle for the consideration of the bill it does not 
necessarily imply that afterwards it will involve the voting for 
the bill in question. The member reserves to himself the right to 
vote as he pleases on the passage of the bill. 

I want to say that we have consulted—the Committee on Rules 
have consulted—with gentlemen entertaining 1 views in 

t to the legislation pro here, and we have endeavored 
to fix the time so as to meet views of both sides, and give such 
Kme. 51 is necessary to a full, candid, and fair consideration of 

e bill. 

You will see that under the rule we give Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, after the di ition of the Loud bill, by the rule just 
adopted in the House, for discussing the Pacific funding bill and 
the amendments that may be offered; and on Monday, immedi- 
ately after the reading of the Journal, the vote on the bill and 
amendments and such substitute as may be offered is to be taken. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Under the rule as presented will there be an 
r 


to offer a substitute? 
EERSON. Certainly; because amendments are per- 
mitted, and a substitute is an amendment. 

Mr. DOCKERY, But the opportunity under the rule will not 
present itself unless the last section of the bill is reached. 

Mr. McMILLIN. If the gentleman from Iowa will permit me, 
I will state to my friend from Missouri that a substitute may be 
offered, but not voted upon until the time fixed. 

Mr. HENDERSON. That is correct. 

Now, a few words as to the question whether we should con- 
sider the bill or not. Thesubsidy bonds covered by the bill amount, 
I understand, to over $61,000,000. The amount of indebtedness on 
the ist of next January will be, in round numbers, $111,000,000. 
The Government has a second lien for this on 2,293.4 miles of rail- 
road, with the appurtenant property of the road. All of the prior 
liens upon the property remain unpaid, and hence the amount 
involved in the question to be considered is the Government claim, 


men- | plus the prior liens, amounting in all to over $172,000,000. 


The President tells us in his message that on January 1, 1897,, 
there will be due on the bonds of the road $19,000,000, and by 


1896. 
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January 1, 1899, an additional 35. 

It is contended—I do not know with what truth—that if a 

eee a 110000100 but very little ont of 
t on which we eee eke arr 


y secured. 
I desire to call the attention of 225 ones to a few recommenda- 
tions bearing upon the question of whether we should consider it, 


and on that question only. The Commissioner of in his 
report for 1884, calls attention to the subject and gives 
his idea of a remedy. February 15, 1886, the President trans- 


mitted a communication to Congress on the subject, with the 
55 of the Government directors of the Union Pacific Railway 
Of so great importance was the subject deemed that 
8 3, 1887, an act of Congress was passed authorizing the 
appointment of three commissioners to investigate the whole sub- 
ject of the relations of the bond-aided railroads to the Govern- 
ment. On January 17, 1888, President Cleveland transmitted the 
of that Commission, known as the Pacific Railroad Com- 
mission, to Congress, closing his message with these words: 
The public interest urges prompt and efficient action. 
In eee en, Ving to the second session of the 
Fiftieth 8 President Cleveland said: 
The 


relations between the e railroad 


business 5 on, with a view to a 
tion of its inde by the Government, rather than 
decided upon prejudice or by way of 
SOREA, 

To the ae session of Re Pile Mir Congress President Harrison 
transmitted the report of the Secretory at the Inte- 
rior, in which ! 

Another question of great importance, etc., which it is necessary for the 
Fifty-first Con to fake: up, N which I recommend to your earnest con- 

vis that in re rd tothe debt rapidly maturing in favor of the 
United States against those Pacific railroads that received aid from the 
Government, etc. 

No recommen necessary further than that it should receive early 
and earnest ex as one of the most important subjects to be dealt with. 
The particulars of the settlement may be wisely left to 


is hes D 


To the second session of the 3 President Harri- 
son transmitted the cia res of the Secretary of the Interior, indors- 
ing it. The 

The Core of 3 adheres to the opinion given in his last 
report that it will be to extend the time in which railroads may 
rh Tie eue eas tally a ON oa bee ae t Secretary in his last annual 

as 
3 views then. expressed are e 


In his annual message to the first session of the Fifty-second 


Congress President Harrison said: 
A e of the debt is 8 fast a no ade - 
for its pa 1 —— the ai debt with 


2 N to its ultimate at T e 

Observe the words ‘‘no 8 8 for its payment.” 

To the second session of the -second Congress President 
Harrison said as to the subsidy bond debt: 

Wo must deal with the peno ME WE DAA AoA take that course which 
will, under existing condi best secure the interests of the United States. 

And he renews his recommendation of last year— 

That a commission with full power be appointed to make settlement, 

To the second session of the Fifty-third the Presiden 
indorsing ag generally the Pepermans recommendation, transmi 
the ann report of the etary of the Interior, wherein that 
officer recommended action by Congress on the subject, and re- 
ferred approvingly to the report of the Government directors, call- 
ire attention to the approaching maturity of the subsidy ‘bond 
debt and renewing the recommendation so frequently made by 
their predecessors for a prompt and complete adjustment of the 
5 relations between the railroad companies and the United 

In his message to the third session of the Fifty-third Congress, 
December 3, 1894, President Cleveland refers to this subject, espe- 
cially as to the Union Pacific Company, as— 

Of pressing moment. 

And he continues: 


Not to enact the enabling legislation at the present post- 
the whole matter until the assem’ ofa inevi- 
y all the complications of the mengee oY and could not but be 
8 as a signal failure to solve y 
the present Congres ever since i organtantion: 


In the first of his message to the first session of the 
Fifty-fourth the President indorses the recommenda- 
Vr. Sers Smith de oted vol woke the d 
8 vi a space to sub an 
t | pressed upon Congress the 2 e on the Poa Ee 
In his message to this session the President says: 
The ae fo the ge e involved in ba ust- 
ment of the ol the Pacific railroads to the Government. I 
to the considera- 


sooo ae oe ee A to t this su 
3 portan ty to especially present 


Then he follows with a statement in ea oy to the indebtedness, 
closing his reference to it with these words 
Therefore, unless Congress shall otherwise direct or shall have pre previously 
appear to exist any erent solution of the 7 — th Will hardly 
any reason for dela: beyond date of the default above 
—ů—— Executive action as 


to serve the public interests 
E saye the Government from the loss — from farther inaction. 


ight quote further from the report of the Attorney-General, 
5 e Commissioner of Railroads, and from different sources in 
respect to the importance of action. Now the time has come when 
should treat this matter, or it will go from our hands and 

be treated by the executive officers of the vernment. 

The Committee on Fass urged by the people's interests and 
by these different officers of the 5 ve unanimously 
brought in this rule, so that the House might have an opportunity 

to determine whether or not it will take up this question and con- 
—— it. If they decide to consider it, then they must determine 
whether or not it is their intention to confess to the country that 
they have not the ability to bring forward a remedy by legisla- 
tion. It may be that when this is considered no method can be 
pointed out that will show how the Government can save this vast 
8 of pawid That is a matter for discussion, but at all events 
3 tative should have the courage to let this matter 

ne. up for full consideration and discussion, and see whether or 
not we can save many millions 1 the country, or whether 
we must abandon them to the chance of foreclosure, knowing a 
33 lien is upon every dollar of that which we have a second 


1 . — the balance of my time. [Cries of “Vote!” Vote!“ 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, I realize that under the drastic 
rules of this House it is useless to oppose the report of the Com- 
mittee on Rules giving and fixing time for the consideration of 
this bill. I am well aware that under the rules of the House 
cloture, which the committee invokes for the bill, applies to the 
consideration of the report, and I know also that a number of 
gentlemen who are opposed to the bill will not vote against the 
committee on this question. 

But, sir, I can . just e eee r 
tleman from Iowa [. HENDERSON] to unchallenged. y- 
eral of his statements are misleading and some of them absolutely 
erroneous. The Government is not menaced by any such danger 
as the gentleman suggests. It is not the interest of the Govern- 
ment, but the interests of the debtor companies that are to be pro- 
moted by the Powers bill. The Government is amply protected 
by the Thurman Act, under which foreclosure gs will 
shortly be instituted, unless Congress as a favor to the defaulti 
companies shall relieve them from their obligations under that 
by extending the time for the 223 of the debt. 

the companies interested should be anxious to have the bill 
brought on speedily for consideration is quite natural, because 
their interests are to be promoted by it, but the interests of the 
United States Government are sig propona by the best safe- 
guard of which existing conditions permit, namely, the right 
of foreclosure and such rights as it may have to pursue dive: 
re and the unpaid subscriptions of stockholders. The provi- 
yg of the Thurman Act are far better for the Government than 
refunding act. The Thurman Act was a settlement 
ery the Pacific Railroad qnestion. It presented the alternative to 
the companies to pay or submit to foreclosure. They did not pay, 
and this urgent p tion is to relieve them of the alternative. 
That is all. The only defect so far developed in the Thurman Act 
is that it does not vest jurisdiction in any particular court (nor, 
in my opinion, my court) over the interests of the United States 
ent in the r 

If any change of existing law is needed, it is that jurisdiction 

be vested in the supreme court of the District of Columbia, or 
‘particular court, to adjudicate and determine the 
interests of Government in the roads. 

The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 8 that the ques- 
tion is how to get the most money for the Government. That 
question should properly be 11 when the bill is up for con- 
sideration on its merits. It is the — ion presented by the bill. 
That may be the ultimate question, but the gentleman is mistaken 
in stating that the Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Smith, su 
that refunding is the best method. He did not. He stat ore 
the House committee and testified before the Senate committee 
that, in his opinion, foreclosure was the best means of getting the 
most money for the Government out of these 5 Messrs. 
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Anderson and Coombs, Government directors of the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company, who have investigated the matter fully, in like 
manner stated and testified that, in their opinion, foreclosure is 
the vere method of procedure for the protection of the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr, Coombs, Government director of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road, testified before the Senate committee, and stated before the 
House committee that $120,000,000 can be obtained by foreclosure 
sale of these two roads, which would net the Government about 

,000,000. This is about $40,000,000 more than it will ever get 

the bill now proposed to be given consideration shall pass. 
Mr. Anderson, Government director of the Union Pacific - 
road and author of the 5 report of the Pacific Railway 
Commission, in which refun 0 Bao recommended, as stated by 
the gentleman from Iowa . HENDERSON], testified before the 
Senate committee, during its hearings last spring, that he had 
changed his mind on that subject, and that in his opinion fore- 
closure and not refunding was the best remedy, 

The gentleman refers to the President’s message to Congress at 
the opening of the present session, urging action, or, rather, declar- 
ing that if action be not taken by Congress by the Ist of i anuary 
next there would seem then to be no further reason for delaying 
foreclosure proceedings. It seems to me that neither this House 
nor the country has anything to fear from that alternative. The 
House and the country may well permit every reason which has 
heretofore influenced the President to delay foreclosure proceed- 
ings to be removed by the failure of further Congressional action 
in the interest of these companies. 

Let the course of judicial procedure ordinarily adopted in such 
cases among citizens be followed. 

For my part, Iam not only opposed to the bill, but opposed to 
the consideration of any such measure. It is neither necessary 
nor useful, 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was to. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was agreed to was laid on the table, 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri has a motion 
that he desires to make to reconsider, 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. S. r, in the vote of the House yester- 
day upon the report of the Committee on Accounts there were 
several items included, and I desire to move to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was rej 

Mr. DOCKERY. And to be called up at some other time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri moves to recon- 
sider the vote by which the report of the Committee on Accounts 
was rejected. 

a DOCKERY. He simply desires to enter a motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. TRACEY. I donot desire to interfere with the progress of 
the regular order, but I should like to have a motion to reconsider 
entered. 

The SPEAKER. Very well. The gentleman enters a motion to 
reconsider, which will be pending. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I call for the order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. S. er, I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union for the consideration of the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial re ery bill. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. A parliamentary inquiry. Iunder- 
stand that there are some messages from the Senate that have not 

et been submitted to the House. If the 7 order is called 
or, would not those messages come before the House at the next 


step? 
The SPEAKER. They would, if the House votes down the 
j 8 to go into Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I do not want to do that. I ask 
unanimous consent that the message from the Senate pertaining 
to the immigration bill may be disposed of; and on that I simply 
desire to say that questions of this character have been defeated 
by the simple exigencies of events, and if we can not get this mat- 
ter di of now, it is likely it will not be disposed of at all. 
Therefore I ask unanimous consent that we return to the regular 
order, to have the question of the message from the Senate relat- 
meh the immigration bill disposed of, 

. KIEFER. I object. 

Mr. BINGHAM. hat does the gentleman wish? Simply the 
appointment of a committee of conference? 

. WILLIAM A. STONE. That is all; or a reference to a 
committee. It will not take ten minutes’ time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I am perfectly willing. If it is simpl 


for 
the appointment of conferees or reference to a committee, i 


not object; but the moment it excites debate I shall ask for the 
consideration of the 2 pill. 

The SPEAKER. he matter is once entered on, of course 
the Chair can not interrupt the proceedings. 

The parliamentary situation is this: The Committee on Appro- 
priations have the right of way, and if they make the motion 
then the House has got to upon it and determine whether it 
will go into Committee of the ole House on the state of the 
Union or not. If the motion is not made, or if the motion is 
8 then the business on the S er's table will be in 
order, and the immigration bill is one of the pieces of business on 
the Speaker's table. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I have made a motion that the 
House go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will the gentleman give us the 
right of way long enough to dispose of this immigration bill on 


ea 
? BINGHAM. If we can fe 
“through with the legislative bi 
my motion, Mr. Speaker. 

e question being taken on the motion of Mr. BryaHam that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union for the consideration of the legislative, executive, 
and judicial appropriation bill, the Speaker declared that the ayes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I call for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 73, noes 37. 

So the motion was to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. HEPBURN in the chair. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL, 


The Clerk, reading the bill by paragraphs, read as follows: 
Indian Office: For the Commissi Indian ; Assis 
Coenmientoner, who shall also — the duties of ohio sleek. 2 000; cand 
cial clerk, $2,000; chief of di $000; principal bookkeeper, 800; five 
lerks of class 4; twelve clerks of c 3; draftsman, $1,600; stenographer, 
600; 8 r, $1,400; ten clerks of class 2; twenty-three clerks oft class 
2 e clerks, at ae = ~~ copyists; one messenger; i shaggy 
rs; one rer; fo A ; 8 ; 
and two charwoudd: in all, $115,820. ere eh een Renee DOT ENS 
Mr. BINGHAM, Mr, Chairman, in the 5 just read 
there is a type error in the total at the end. I move to amend by 
striking out the word “eight” in line 18, page 83, and inserting 
six.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
3 of 3 Land Claims: For chief justioe and four associate justices, 
Sr 
For attorney. $3, 5 


For interpreter and translator, $1,500; in $33.500, 
For deputy clerks, as et by law, 2 — thereof as may be neces- 


sary, 
Mr. CATRON. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer the amendment 
which I send to the desk. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
108, after line 17, insert: 
52 section 19 of an act entitled An act to establish a court of private 


on without delay, we shall get 
in a short time. I insist upon 


—.— flles, and records in the “posses 5 5 8 ore 
0 on Of or a 

Shall be 8 to and filed in the Department of the Interior.’ ” Ks 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will simply say, Mr. Chairman, that the 
extension of time proposed in this amendment has been determined 
after correspondence with the Attorney-General, and is approved 
by the Committee on Appropriations. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

United States courts, Indian Terri : For salaries of the three judges of 
the United States courts in the Indian Territory, at $5,000 each, $15,000. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Mr. Chairman, I desire to present the 
amendment which I send to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

On 180, after the word dollars,“ in line 24, insert: Provided, That 
section K of the act of May 28,1895, making appropriation for the legislative, 


eee eoc aes ex x nses of the 8 ee the 5 Nae oo: 
une 30, and for other purposes, be, am ereby, amen: y strik- 
tog out me words Indian Territory or; so that said act shall 


apply to the 
erritory, except as herein otherwise provided: Prov Surther, 
That the provisions of sections 19, 21, and 22 of said act shall not apply to 
the Indian Territory: Provided further, That each of the district attorneys 
3 shall receive a salary of $4,000 per annum and each 


of the als shall receive a salary of $4,000 per annum.” 
Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to occupy 
any unnecessary time, but I am willing to give any explanation 


1896. 
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of this amendment that may be desired. In 1895 an act was passed 
reorganizing the judiciary of the Indian Territory, providing for 


ma: s, attorneys, and commissioners, and putting them upon 
salaries. In the act on this subject which was passed at the last 
session of Congress, abolishing the fee system as to attorneys, 
marshals, and commissioners, it was thought best for all parties 
to omit the Indian Territory from_the operation of that act, but 
since then experience has induced the ent of Justice to 
deem it wise to include that Territory within the operation of the 
salary system, as provided in that act of last session, with the 
exception that the Department does not desire to disturb the com- 
missioners system of the Territory, which now rest upon the act 
of 1895, under which the commissioners are salaried. The act of 
last session abolishing the fee system as to certain offices and affix- 
ing salaries thereto omitted the Indian Territory from its opera- 
tion, and therefore omitted fixing the salaries of the United States 
attorneys and marshals for that Territory, so that we had to add 
in this amendment a provision for the pay of the attorneys and 
marshals of the Territory. In that Territory there are no justices 
of the peace. The United States commissioners are justices of 
the peace, or perform the ordinary duties of justices of the peace. 
In this amendment the commissioners system of the Indian Ter- 
ritory, organized under the act of 1895, is not disturbed. 

Mr. DOCKERY. As I understand, Mr. this proviso 
is recommended by the Attorney-General and by the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. It is. 

Mr. BINGHAM. There is no objection to the amendment. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. It is recommended by the Department of 
Justice and it has been submitted to the Judiciary Committee of 
the House, and I present the amendment under the instructions 
of that committee, whose unanimous approval it has received. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, in this connection, I desire to 
have printed in the RECORD a letter from the Department of 
Justice, 

There was no objection. 

The letter is as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
Washington, D. C., December 12, 1896. 


Sin: Iinclose herewith, as requested by Mr. DooKERY, the ye rears amend- 
ment to the appropriation for salaries and expenses United States cour 
Indian Territor: r 1808, which is included in the legislative, executive, an 


dicial ro tion act for the fiscal year 1898. 
. z JUDSON HARMON, 
orney- 
Hon. H. H. BINGHAM, 
House of Representatives. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


SEC. 2. That the pay of assistant messengers, firemen, watchmen, laborers, 
and charwomen provided for in this act, unless otherwise y stated, 
shall be as follows: For assistant messengers, firemen, and watchmen, at the 
rate of $720 per annum each; for laborers, at the rate of $660 per annum each, 
and for charwomen, at the rate of $240 per annum each. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Loffer the amendment which I send to the 
desk as an additional section to the bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


SEOC. 3. Section 996 of the Revised Statutes of the United States is hereby 


amended to read as follows: 
“Src. 996. No mone ted as aforesaid shall be withdrawn except by 


deposi 
order of the judge or 5 of said courts, re in term or in vaca- 
tion, to be signed by such judge or judges, and to be entered and certified of 


record by the clerk; and every suon order shall state the cause in or on 
account of which it is drawn. dit shall be the duty of the judge or jud; 
of said courts, respectively, to cause any moneys de as aforesaid which 


shall remain in the registry of the court unclaimed for ten yore or longer 
to be de ted in a designated depository of the United States to the credit 
of the United States.” 


Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to say that this amendment has the 
sc ls of the Attorney-General, and the reasons for its adoption 
will be found on page 23 of his report,in the paragraph which I 
ask the Clerk to k 

The Clerk read as follows: 

FUNDS IN REGISTRY OF UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Reports of examinations made by the Department of the various Federal 
offices show, from time to time, the existence of funds de; ted by clerks or 
other officers of the courts, as provided in sections 095 and 5504 of the Revised 
Statutes. apace so deposited can not be drawn except by judicial orders 
(section 996), which are, of course, not made when the parties to whom the 
money belongs are unknown or disappear. I suggest that some provision be 
made for covering such deposits into the Treasury when they have remained 
unclaimed for a certain period. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I understand that this concludes the para- 
graphs of the bill, save those which were set aside—first, the para- 
graphs with reference to the Library of Congress, and second, 
those with reference to the Civil Service Commission. 

Mr. QUIGG. I understood the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
to say that the bill should be completed, and that we would then 

yaaa with the consideration of the paragraphs in regard to the 

ibrary. j 

Mr. BINGHAM. Isaid that at the completion of the bill we 
would enter upon the consideration of the paragraphs covering the 


Library. Later on in the bill we reached the paragraphs con- 
cerning the Civil Service Commission, which stand in exactly the 
same position as the provisions with respect to the Library. As 
the latter provisions were first set aside, we should naturally in 
the first place proceed to their consideration. 

The C The Clerk will read the portion of the bill 
relating to the Library of Congress, which was omitted when 


ay. Sear reached, 
he Clerk read as follows: 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 
For Librarian 


$6,000, 

For the following, to be selected by the Librarian of Congress, by reason of 
special aptitude for the work of the Library, including the cop: ht work 
and the custody and care of the new Library building, and only under such 
rules as the Librarian of Congress may prescribe, namely: For chief assistant 
Librarian, $4,000; assistant librarian (superintendent of reading room), $3,000; 
assistant, $1,800; 2 assistants, at $1,500 each; 3 assistants, at $1,200 each; 6 
assistants, at $900 each; 10 attendants in collecting and distributing books, at 

720 each; 2. attendants in Representatives’ reading room, I at and 1 at 
720; attendant in Senators’ readin $900; attendant in the Toner 
a rary, $900; 2 attendants in the 

the packing room, $720; 2 watchmen, at $720 erc. ing 
000 Passistan at $1,800 each; 4 assistants, at $1,500each; 4 assist- 


each; 5 of manuscri 
each 


at ; superintendent of 

„500; assistant, $900; L assistants, at each; superin- 

onal reference library at Capitol, $1,500; 2 attendants, 1 

at po and la ; superintendent of law library, $2,000; 2 assistants, at 
$1,400 each; and laborer, $720; in all, $93,020. 

Mr. WILLIAMS (before the reading of the paragraph was con- 
cluded). I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. I wish to make a 
point of order upon a part of the language here, on e 19, be- 
ginning at line 3. I rise for the purpose of inquiring whether it 
is in order to make that point of order now? 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair thinks that the reading of the 
paragraph should be concluded. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the paragraph. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. i , tho fe having now 
been read, I wish to make the point of order that this clause, be- 
ginning in line 3, ‘To be selected by the Librarian of Congress, 

y reason of special aptitude for the work of the Library, includ- 
ing copyright work and the custody and care of the new Library 
building, and only under such rules as the Librarian of Congress 
He rescribe,” is obnoxious to a point of order, because it is new 

e; tion. 

. BINGHAM. Isubmit, Mr. Chairman, that when this bill 
was reported to the House no points of order were reserved upon 
it. Therefore the bill asit now comes before the Committee of 
the Whole is not subject to points of order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Isit not the fact that a bill of this kind must 
be subject to points of order unless there is an agreement to the 
contrary? 

Mr. DOCKERY,. Allow me to state in this connection that the 
poini of order raised by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 

ILLIAMS] would undoubtedly be well taken but for the rulin 
of the Speaker, twice repeated at the last session, that points o 
order can not be made upon a carried in an appropria- 
tion bill unless they are reserved at the time the bill is reported. 
I think that is a statement of fact to which all will agree. 

„ Who was in the chair when that decision was 
made 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker REED. I will state to the - 
tleman that the question was first raised by myself, and su 
ganaua the same question was raised by the 8 from 

ine .DINGLEY]; and upon both occasions the Speaker, Mr. 
REED, decided that points of order must be reserved at the time 
a bill is reported. 

Mr, BAILEY. It occurred to me that such a ruling could not 
have been made when the Speaker was in the chair, because the 
* would naturally have been raised in the Committee of 

o Whole, where the Speaker does not preside. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I remember that in the first instance the 
question was raised by me simply by way of a parliamentary in- 
quiry, and later (I do not remember the precise circumstances) 

e question was presented to the Chair by the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. DINGLEY], and the Chair held as I have just stated. 

Mr. BAILEY. Of course, if that has been the ruling, Ishall be 
compelled to acquiesce. It seems to me, however, a very danger- 
ous ruling, because it would compel some member of the House 
every time a bill of this character is reported to reserve points of 
order upon it. When a bill is reported from a committee there 


is of course no member of the House who has read the bill except 
the members of the committee which reports it; and therefore 
under such circumstances all that any member could do would be 
simply to reserve points of order blindly. It looks to me as if 
nobody ought to be required to make a point of order until the 
paragraph which is the subject of it has been reached in the con- 
sideration of the bill. Of course, if the Speaker of the House has 
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held that way, the question is res adjudicata and must be accepted 
by the House, Butit would require a most excellent parliamen- 
tarian to convince me the decision was correct. 

Mr. SAYERS. I would ask the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
Dockery] if, while Mr. Carlisle was Speaker of the House, he 
ae not hold that it was not necessary to reserve such points of 
order? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I am inclined to think such was Mr. Car- 
lisle’s N But this I can say, in this nce, and I would 
not do so unless I felt that I was right, that this ruling was twice 
made by the present Speaker of the House. 

Mr. A. STONE. It has been the ruling throughout 
this Co ss. as I understand it, has it not? 

Mr. DOCKERY. It has been, undoubtedly. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. That certainly would seem to 
settle the matter. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not pretend to understand as well as 
the gentleman from Missouri probably does what has been the 
ruling of the Speaker on this parti r point. But there is a 
matter of fact in connection with this subject which I think the 
-gentleman does not take into consideration. There must be, of 

course, some point at which the point of order may be made toa 
given ph in a bill. Now, that point is naturally the point 
when the graph in question is first reached and read. 
inly it will not be denied that this h has not been 
considered or read, but My unanimous consent it was passed over 
when it was reached in the bill until all of the remainder of the 
items in the bill were disposed of. So that for all the of 
consideration, including the purpose of making points of order, 
the paragraph is before the House now for the first time. 
is is the first time that a point of order could ‘have been 
reserved by an 00 

Mr. D I would like to say to gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. BAILEY], who seems to think there is no reason for 
the ruling cited, that the reason of the ruling is based on the fact, 
as I understand it, that the House had seen fit to commit to the 
Committee of the Whole a bill without objection whatever to its 
contents or to any new legislation that may be embodied in it. 
It is not in the power of the committee, therefore, to refuse to 
consider that which the House itself has seen fit to commit to it 
for consideration. 

It seems to me that the ruling is entirely logical. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Was this bill ever read in the House? 

Mr. DALZELL. That I do not know. 

Mr. BAILEY. The logic of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
would be entirely reasonable if the House, as a matter of fact, 
knew what it was committing to the committee. 

Mr. DALZELL. I recognize the force of the gentleman’s objec- 
tion; but the rule rests on a logical basis, and the House is pre- 
sumed to know what is in the bill when it commits it to the 
committee. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I suggest to 
the tleman from Pennsylvania that he get a little nearer to the 
panties from rere a so that he can hear him, without 
reference to the fact of whether the rest of the House can do so 

oz not. 19 rat 

Mr. GG. Lask for order upon the floor. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, I would like to ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania this question for information: Was this bill ever read in 
the House before we sent it to the Committee of the Whole? My 
recollection is that it was not. 

The reasoning the gentleman applies in vindication of the rul- 
ing of the § er is on the presumption that the bill was readin 
full before it was referred to the committee. But as a matter of 
fact this paragraph was never reached in the consideration of the 
bill until now. It was not subject to consideration, whether for 
the purpose of making points of order, or for any other purpose, 
until now. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. If the gentleman will allow me, 
I understand that when the bill is brought in by the committee it 
is customary for any member who desires to do so to make a 


statement that all points of order are reserved, and it goes on the 
record in that shape. No such reservation was made with refer- 
ence to this bill w it came in the House. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. But we can not know what is in the bill until 
itis read. We did not know that this clause was embodied in it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I understand that that has been 
the Ary, ot the Speaker of the House; that it has been held dur- 
ing this Congress; and if that be true, there is no further discus- 
NEA veneer PELT EIE tia keine 0k cee onsen ot 
co. ttee wo y reverse i 
which reference has been made. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The Speaker has so ruled twice. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Was it under these circumstances, where 
the bill was never read in the House or elsewhere, and where by 
unanimous 350 were passed over in the bill, to 
be recurred to ? 


F The Chair is ready to rule upon this ques- 
on. 

If this were a new or i ition, the present occupant 
of the chair would have no difficulty i in 5 the point of 
order. But my own recollection is, and I have refreshed my recol- 
lection by reference to certain precedents, that the practice of the 
House has universally been to reserve points of order against an 
appropriation bill, and that where that has not been done— 
where the bill is sent to the committee without objection—the 
whole of the bill is to be considered by the committee, and that 
it is not competent for the committee to refuse to consider any 
portion of the bill so committed to it. 

The Chair therefore overrules the point of order. 

Mr. QUIGG. I understand from the gentleman in charge of 
pag bi that the entire paragraphs with regard to the Library are 

Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. QUIGG. I do not kiah to lose y nights to amend any par- 
agraph by substitution after the Clerk passed it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. There is no disposition to deprive,the gentle- 
man of any of his rights. The purpose is to read the Phs set 
aside for action now, commencing on 19 and closing on page 
wae te the gentleman’s nd- 
ment runs through paragraphs. 4 

Mr. QUIGG. isely. 

Mr. BINGHAM, And it makes a general substitute. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But let me suggest to the gentleman in 
charge of the bill that, unless there be an agreement by consent, 
the gentleman can not offer his amendment by way of a substi- 
tute to all the paragraphs. I see no objection, however, to mak- 


2 neen by unanimous consent., 
. BINGHAM. There is no objection to it. We are willing 
that that course shall be scoped, r 
Mr. DOCKERY. Then all the paragraphs may be read and the 
genes proposition of the gentleman from New York [Mr. QuicG] 
offered as a substitute to all the paragraphs; but that can not 
be done under the rule except by unanimous consent. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Task for unanimous consent, then, that that 
privilege be extended to the gentleman. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BINGHAM} asks unanimous consent of the committee that the 
entleman from New York [Mr. QuiGG] be permitted to intro- 
uce his substitute to all of the paragraphs that have been re- 
ferred to. Is there objection? à 
There was no objection. 
7 8 Clerk, proceeding with the reading of the bill, read as 
ollows: 


For purchase of books for the Lib: x for purchase of law books 
for the “under the direction of the het J 


ments for the publica governmen 
files of 5 serials, and newspapers, $2,500; in 

Mr. PARKER. I have an amendment to that. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Amend line 19, by striking out four“ and inserting "twenty-five." 
i Amend — 22. 3 out “eleven” and — thirty: 
wo.” — 

Mr. DOCKERY. What is the purpose of this? 

Mr. PARKER. It adds $21,000 to the appropriation for the 
purchase of books for the Library. I think it would be better to 
consider this now, as it will take only a moment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ihave no objection to considering it now. 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, for many years the Library of 
Congress has received an 9 of 2 $4,000 a year for 
the purchase of new books for that Library. It is true that two 
sums of $1,500 each are given for the purchase of books for the 
use of the Supreme Court—books of reference and law books— 
but this oo institution, which we propose to make the national 
library of the United States, has received but $4,000 a year for 
new books. 

Let us make comparison. The Boston Public Library, the 
library of a single city, received in the year 1894 over $27,000 for 
new books, $3,600 for binding, and $4,800 for periodicals. 

The Royal Library at Berlin received $24,000 in 1880, which was 
increased in 1895 to $35,000. The National Library at Paris re- 
ceived for purchases of books and binding $45,000 in 1895. And 
the British Museum received, in the year 1881, the sum of $50,000 
for new books, $12,500 for the purchase of manuscripts, $45,000 in 
addition for the expense of binding, and $15,000 for the mere 
expense of printing catalogues. No wonder that these libraries 
stand as the first li ies of the world. For this Library of 
the greatest people in the world has been told that there was no 


room for more books, and that therefore appropriation should not 
be increased. This year the Committee on Appropriations report, 
for salaries and keeping alone of the i t that has 


cent palace 
square, an increase from $56,320 to $213,900, 


been put up across 


1896. 
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That is an addition of over $150,000 to the annual expense, besides 
that of furniture and moving, which is charged to the initial 
of the Library. 
r. Chairman, I appeal to this committee. We are building 
a library. Do not let us put up a palace and leave it without 
occupants. 

Thavenotstatedall that stands against us. The British Museum 

receives 8 copies, under the copyright law, of every book that is 
ublished in England, and 6 of them are available for exchanges 
or other books published abroad. 3 : 

Our Library receives but two copies of any publication in this 
country, and must maintain those copies upon its own shelves. 
It has no material for exchange except Government publications. 
I have not asked much. It is about one-fourth of what is given to 
one library in London. It is about one-half of what is given to one 
libr. in Paris, where they have other Government libraries 
ex ing in number and contents those that we have here in the 
bureaus of the Departments. It is but $25,000, It is one-fifth of 
the amount appropriated this very morning to a single national 
exhibit at A RAEN E exhibition. It is a policy that we are inaugu- 
rating; and I appeal to this House that we shall make a start 
toward buying new books for that Library. 

Mr. DOCK] RY. Will my friend allow me to suggest whether 
or not it would be good policy to wait until we catalogue and 
arrange the books now belonging to that Library before we buy 
new books? 

Mr. PARKER. Iwouldsaynot. Thecataloguing and arrang- 

of books is a work that is never completed. 
e CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. PARKER. May I ask permission to answer that ques- 
tion? The cataloguing and arranging of books will take years. 
New books are easier arranged upon the shelves than old ones. 
The work of acquiring new books must be performed when they 
are published, or when they can be obtained. or the op ities 
are lost. Daily, in the breaking up of old libraries, this Li 
is losing its opportunities to put the treasures of the world upon 
its shelves. And this year, when we inaugurate a new library, 
let u; inaugurate a policy which represents the love of learning 
and fhe love of literature, and not merely the love of the home in 
which it is to be established. [Applause. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, in order to understand this 
appropriation, I will state the amount in the bill is $4,000 for the 
Library, and the gentleman’s amendment is to increase that para- 
graph or line in the bill to $25,000. In order to understand exactly 
what we are doing, I will read: 

For purchase of books for the Lib: , $4,000; for poe of law books for 
the Lib i the chte Ja $1,500; for parcas of 

ibrary 
urchased e marsha! Court, 
niet e for mae or . 
ments for the publications of foreign governments, $1,500; for purchase of 
files of periodicals, serials, and newspapers, $2,500; in $11,000. 

Now, that covers the purchasesfor the Library. That has been 
the appropriation for many years; and we have never heard an 
8 ts. Under the copyright law the author of every Ameri- 
can publication that is copyrigh ted files two volumes of that pub- 
lication in the Library; and therefore we have, by virtue of the 
copyright law, all the 5 made in our own country. 
Again, there are throughout the city of Washington innumerable 
libraries appropriated for in this bill—for every Department, 
almost every division; certainly every bureau. venture the 
statement that in this bill, outside of this paragraph, we appro- 
pia $40,000 for books to be used by the bureaus of the various 

ents. 

ow, we are going into this new Library and we have made in 
our bill every p ation for the transfer of the 740,000 volumes 
in the Library of Con; Until they are spread out so that we 
can know what the Library of Congress contains—and no one 
knows what it contains—the necessity for an increase of appro- 
priation in this bill for the next fiscal year, certainly to my mind, 
in view of my statement, is neither clear, apparent, nor necessary. 
[Cries of Vote!” Vote!“ 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from New Jersey. 

The qoon was taken; and the amendment was rejected. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


unexpended balance of the appropriations heretofore made for the 98 

a sufficient amount of all 
p tions shall be available for 
the expenses, includ 3 services of the custody and care of said 
Lib: y 1, 1897. 


“ar DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amend- 
men 
The Clerk read as follows: 


88 after line 23, insert: 
„The Librarian of Congress shall, on and after July 1,1 897, give bonds pay- 
able to the United States in the sum of $50,000, with sureties approved be the 


5 the Treasury, for the faithful discharge of his duties according 


5 fecal . — 

eac. a * 

VCTF 
e 

account of the Library and said copyright business” e 

Mr. BINGHAM. Does the gentleman desire to say anything 
on his amendment? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I do not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I would simply submit that 
the pertinency of the gentleman’s amendment is such that to my 
mind it should be ingrafted in the bill. While the statute of 
to-day directs that the Librarian of Congress shall give bond, he 
has been giving bond according to the statutes, which runs back 
to 1802, which reads as follows: 

The Librarian of ae shall, before entering upon the duties of his 


office, give bonds, payable to the United States, in such sum and sufficient 
secu: Fy cs the Joint Comunitine onthe Libs 


rary deems sufficient for the safe- 
keeping of the books, etc. 

The present Librarian of Congress entered upon his duties in 
1864. He then gave bond for $3,000 in accordance with the stat- 
ute. Since that time, however, he has become the disbursin, 
officer for the Library, and under the statute he gives a bond o 
$6,000 as disbursing officer. By a later statute he becomes the 
register of copyright, and he gives bond in the amount of $5,000 
under that statute; so that to-day the present Librarian is under 
bonds to the amount of $14,000. But in view of the increased 
duties, obligations, and responsibilities that will devolve upon 
the Librarian who may be appointed, or who may be continued, 

thi E 


under this legislation, that $50,000 is a reasonable amount 
for his bond. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer a substitute for 
all the paragraphs in relation to the Library that haye been read, 
with theexception of the one that has been voted on. - That I desire 
to incorporate in the amendment that I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
Mr. Chairman, there is no controversy between the Committee 
on Appropriations and the Committee on the Library as to the 
sum to be 3 for next year, nor as to the number of 
employees. e amendment I send to the desk begins at a point 
which I have indicated in pencil mark, and I ask that the reading 
of the amendment prior to that point be dispensed with, it being 
simply the appropriation bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Does the gentleman desire to add to his sub- 
stitute the amendment just adopted by the committee, or does he 
offer his amendment as a substitute for everything else but that 
amendment? 

Mr. QUIGG. For everything except what we have voted upon. 

The amendment of Mr. QuiaG was read, as follows: 


Upon notice bY age Joint Committee on the saying’ to the Presidentof the 
United States t the new building for the use of Library of Congress 
is ready to be occupied, the President, by and with the advice and consent of 


compensation of and whoshall have charge of the a. of Congress, 
under such rules and tions as 1 ed from time 
to time. The director of the Library shall give payable to the United 
States, in the sum of $50,000, with sureties approved by e Secretary of the 
Treasury, for the a of the Library collections and for the due and 
faithful performance of uties. 

All the duties now by law committed to the Librarian of Con shall 
devolve upon the director of the Library when a ted, and the office of 
Librarian of Congress shall thereupon be abolished. The Joint Committee 
on the Library is hereby empowered, in behalf of Congress, to assume the 
charge and custody of the new building for the Library of Co: and to 
make rules and regulations for its occupancy and use and for the accommo- 
dation and display in the said new building of the Library collections; and 
upon satisfactory proof that the duties heretofore conferred by law upon 
Bernard R. Green in relation to the construction and completion of the said 
new building have been fully performed, the Joint Committee on the Library 
is authorized to discharge the said Bernard R. Green of all duties and respon- 
sibilities in connection with the said building. 

That any balance now existing of the appropriations heretofore made for 
the construction and completion of the said building is hereby rendered 
available not only for that purpose but also to and equip the said 
building for its use as the Lib: of Congress, and also for the removal of 
the Library collections from the 
and the Joint Committee on the 


out the provisions of this paragraph shall be 
under such rules and Pegulations as 


may prescribe. 

The Joint Committee on the Library shall have power to establish rules 
and eee tor the conduct and use of the rary of Congress, an 
with the exception of the director of the Library, to employ or remove 
persons for whose eo ig ar provision is made in this or any subsequent 
act under the title of The Library of Co 92 

The Speaker of the House of 
shall, before the expiration of his term of service, appoint from among the 
Representatives-elect to the Fifty-fifth Con a temporary Committee on 
the Library of three members, which said Committee on the 58785 shall 
have the same powers and perform the same duties in relation to the Library 
of Con as are authorized by law and the rules of the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and which said temporary Committee on the Library shall begin 
to exercise its powers immediately upon the termination of this 
and shall continue to exercise and such duties until after the meet- 
ing and organization of the House of Representatives of the Fifty-fifth Con- 

and until the appointment of the regular Committee on the Library. 
d hereafter the er of each subsequent House of Representatives 


and their arrangement in the new building, and to 88 the n 
furniture for the i= i and equipment of the said new building; andal 
neurred in ca: 


resentatives of the Fifty-fourth Congress 
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shall, before the termination of the last session of each Congress, appoint, 
from the Representatives-elect. a temporary Committee on the Library, 
with similar powers and for the same purposes. 


Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, at the last session of Congress 
Mr. BINGHAM. How much time does the gentleman desire? 
Mr. QUIGG. Not long. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Can not the gentleman state how much time 
he desires? : 

Mr. QUIGG. Ido not desire very much time, but the gentle- 
man has assured me that I shall have as much as I want. I can 
not state definitely just what time I shall want, but what I have 
to say will not take a week, and it may not take more than half an 
hour. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ihave given the assurance that opportunity 
for reasonable debate will be given, but I think the committee are 
entitled to know how much time the gentleman from New York 
desires. We will try on this side not to occupy very much time. 
Will half an hour satisfy the gentleman? 

Mr. QUIGG. No, I do not think I can finish in half an hour. 
I do not want to confine myself. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, I do not wish to have to ask that the 
committee rise, so as to have the debate on this paragraph limited 
by the House. I suggest to the gentleman that with reference to 
all subordinate matters in connection with the Library this bill 
is in accordance with his own proposition almost word for word. 
So far as the gentleman’s argument on his general proposition is 
concerned (which is what the committee probably desires espe- 
cially to be enlightened upon), that relates to certain distinct para- 
graphs of the proposed legislation, and the committee have raised 
no points of order against the gentleman’s amendments. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania will not insist on making a speech right now, I shall not 
detain the committee very long. I can not, however, undertake 
to state at this time the exact number of minutes I shall occupy. 
The gentleman did assure me that there would be plenty of time 
for debate upon this proposition. It may be, too, that other mem- 
bers will desire to take part in the debate. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will say to the gentleman that not a single 
member has asked me for time. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, I want to make a reasonably full 
statement of the reasons that have seemed to justify the Commit- 
tee on the Library in bringing in the proposition which they have 
submitted, and I do not want to say in advance that I shall finish 
it in half an hour or in any particular time, although I do not think 
I shall be half an hour in making my statement. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, if the gentleman thinks he will not be 
more than half an hour, it is all right. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, at the last session of Co the 
Joint Committee on the Library was instructed to meet during the 
recess to inquire into the condition of the Library and to report 
upon the same at the next session of Congress, with such recom- 
mendations as may be deemed advisable; and also to report a plan 
for the organization, custody, and management of the new Library 
building and the Library of Congress.” In accordance with this 
instruction, the Joint Committee on the Library met in Washing- 
ton and held ten or twelve sessions. The committee examined the 
Librarian, examined Mr. Green, the engineer superintendent in 
charge, and a considerable number of librarians from various 
parts of the United States, who presented themselves before the 
committee at its request to be questioned about modern library 
methods and about the public uses to which the Library of Con- 
gress might be put. The committee has not yet had an oppor- 
tunity to prepare its shy Ys Some portions of the testimony that 
were submitted to gentlemen living at remote points for revision 
have not yet been returned, and the testimony is not yet in print. 
But the committee’s recommendations are now before Congress in 
the bill which has just been read. 

The committee received information from the gentlemen who 
appeared before it of great interest and, as I conceive, great 
importance to Congress. Large powers under the law as it 
exists to-day seem to devolve upon the Joint Committee on the 
Library; and yet the law is so worded that while the powers of 
the committee seem to be ample, there are many in which 
the committee would not care to act without ific instruction 
from Congress. The ee which we propose here is sub- 
mitted for the purpose of obtaining from Congress either a release 
from all administrative functions or such clear direction and such 
ample authority as will warrant the committee in assuming the 
responsibilities which already the law implies. The paragraphs 
contained in this appropriation bill assubmitted by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania add to our confusion. They provide a sum of 
money, for instance, to cover the expense of the removal of the 
Library coflections, but there is no authority in any particular 
person to perform the work of removing those collections, and the 
committee does not supply it. There is a sum 1 7 riated for 
furnishing the building, but it is not made anybody’s business to 
go and doit. The joint committee proposes that there shall be 


clear and explicit legi 


tion on these points, and also touching 
the organization of the force and the canduct of the institution. 

The Library of Congress came into existence in 1800 by one of 
the series of resolutions passed by Congress in that year for the 
removal of the seat of government from Philadelphia to Washing- 
ton. The suggestion been made that the powers which we 
propose to confer upon the Joint Committee on the Library are 
not warranted by the Constitution; that the administrative c- 
tion therein conferred is unsuitable for a committee of Congress, 
and that when itis sought to empower the joint committee to 
select the force of employees to serve in the new Library building 
we are departing from the constitutional lines fixed by the fathers 
of the Government. This contention, if I understand it, assumes 
that the Library is an executive branch or bureau of the Govern- 
ment, and not an instrument of this Congress to assist it in the 
performance of its duties. I desire, therefore, to call attention to 
the language of the statute under which books were originally pur- 
chased for this Library. It is section 5 of an act approved April 
24, 1800, and it reads as follows: ` 

That for the purchase of such books as may be necessary 
Congress at the city of Washin; and for fitting up a suitable a en 
for containing them, and for ing them therein, the sum of $5,000 
be, and hereby is, appropriated: and that said arctan shall be made by the 
Secre of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives 

ursuant to such directions as shall be given and such catalogue as shall be 
ed by a joint committee of both Houses of Congress, to be appointed 
for that purpose. : 

There is the language, Mr. Chairman, which justifies the joint 
committee in the proposition which is now submitted to the House. 
The act of April 24, 1800, was amended in 1802; and the law under 
which we are now acting was adopted in that year. That law 
directed the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
to establish rules and regulations for the government of the 
Library; and it directed that the President of the United States, 
solely, without any act of confirmation by the Senate, should 
appoint a Librarian. Since that time, Mr. irman, other stat- 
utes have been passed enlarging the functions of the joint com- 
mittee; and the one in force to-day is section 85 of the Revised 
Statutes: 

The Joint Committee on the Library is authorized to establish reguſations, 
not inconsistent with law, in relation to the Library of Congress or either 
department thereof, and trom time to time to alter, amend, and repeal the 
same, 


for the use of 


to act jointly with the similar committee of the House of re- 
sentatives. And the House rule provides that all proposed leg- 
islation touching the Library of Congress shall be committed to 
the Joint Committee on the Library.” 

It will appear, Mr. Chairman, from this provision of the Revised 
Statutes that the powers of the joint committee are large and gen- 
eral. They can establish regulations not inconsistent with law in 
relation to the Library of Congress or either yi aghoonte thereof, 
and from time to time alter, amend, or re e same, 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman allow 
me a question? 

Mr. QUIGG. Les, sir. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. The pennan says that the 
powers of the committee are quite ample. They include, as I 
understand him, the power of appointment of the employees in 
the Li Nov, how many employees are there in the Library? 

Mr. QUIGG. I am inclined to think, Mr. Chairman, that that 
merged does cover the ground indicated 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Practically it covers it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Unless the paragraph brought in by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations should be enacted. 


The Senate rule provides that its committee shall have Rees 


Mr. WAL of Massachusetts. How many employees of the 
Library are there—about 140? 
Mr. QUIGG. There are 42 at this time. There will be in the 


new 3 

Mr. W. of Massachusetts. I understand the gentleman 
is a member of the Library Committee on the part of the House, 

Mr. QUIGG. Well? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I wish to say that I do not 
think this House should take from that committee the authority 
which it now has to apponi those 5 

Mr. 3 Does the gentleman desire to ask a question? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I think it would be a great 
injustice to take away from the committee that authority; and I 
believe the House is of that opinion. 

Mr. BAILEY. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. QUIGG. Certainly. 

Mr. BAILEY. The difficulty which I have is this: The em- 

loyees in the Library are not now treated as employees of this 
ouse, are they? 

Mr. QUIGG. Not of the House, but of Congress. 

Mr. BAILEY. When we vote to allow the employees of the 
House an extra month’s pay, do ny draw it? 

Mr. QUIGG. I can not answer that question. 


Mr. KERY. They do not. 
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Mr. BAILEY. The difficulty which occurs to me is this: If 
they are employees of the House, then plainly the President has 
no right to appoint the Librarian; and the Librarian appointed by 
the President would have no right to appoint his subordinates, 
ere ie the employees of this House must be chosen by the House 
tself. 

Mr. QUIGG. I did not suggest that the employees of the 
Library were employees of the House. 

Mr. BAILEY. That is just the point. I want to find out from 
the gentleman exactly how he does regard them. 

Mr. QUIGG. I did say that they are employees of Congress. 
The authority which we have conferred upon the President, to ap- 
poins 3 is one that certainly we could easily withdraw 

om y 

The original act which I read to the House intrusts the work of 
the Library to the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives. They were directed to buy the books. 
They expended a sum of money under the direction of the Joint 
Committee on the Library. Afterwards, when the question of a 
Librarian came to be considered, as I understand the facts, it was 
impossible for the House and Senate to agree, and the matter was 
referred to the President solely, without any requirement of con- 
firmation, and he appointed the Clerk of the House, who acted as 
Librarian. Subsequently a Librarian was sppr tan independ- 
ently of either body. But as to the control of Congress over the 
whole question, I do not think there can be any doubt. 

The ability of Congress to appoint the entire Library force, if it 
shall choose to do so, or to delegate the duty to 5 else, 
os of the constitutional provision, seems to be entirely 

ear, 


Mr. BAILEY. That is so, of course, if it is treated as a power 
lod, in the House. 
. QUIGG 8 Now let us see what the constitu- 
tional provision is. It is found in section 2, Article II, which pro- 
vides that the President 


Shall 1 ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the 
Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United States, whuse appoint- 
ed for, and which shall be esta ed 
law; but the Napa mew may law vest the appointment of such inferior 

cers, as the proper, in the President alone, in the courts of law, or 
in the heads of Departments. 


So that if the employees of the Library are the eure ofa 
Department or a bureau of the Government, and are officers of the 
United States, as are unquestionably the appointees of the Patent 
Office, which is an office that bear comparison with this, 
then there can be no doubt that the appointment of minor officers 
has got to be lodged either in the Presidents or the courts of law 
or in the heads of Departments. 

But the Constitution also provides that the House of Represent- 
atives shall choose their Speaker and other officers, and that the 
Senate shall have a similar power. And if these persons employed 
in the Library are servants of Congress, then Say Congress 
ged jones the power of their appointment and removal wherever 

t sees fit. 

Mr. BAILEY. I perfectly agree with that. But what I was 
trying to ascertain was the position of the gentleman on the other 
question, namely, whether it had been the practice heretofore to 
consider the employees of the Library as employees of the House. 

Mr. QUIGG. Thegentleman from Texas says employees of the 


House. Certainly not of the House, but of Congress, assuredly, 


Mr. BAILEY. Then, if the gentleman will permit me, the 
Constitution of the United States really ges mares no such ap- 
intment as an officer of these two Houses. this building the 
wo Houses have necessarily a joint supervision, but there is no 
such thing recognized in the Constitution as an ‘officer of the 
Senate and the House.” The Senate chooses its officers, and the 
House, under the Constitution, chooses its officers also; but no- 
ne are the House and Senate jointly authorized to choose an 
officer. 

Mr. QUIGG. Isit so? Why, here is an instance, Mr. Chair- 
man, where those who made the Constitution proceeded to place a 
certain power in the hands of two men, who, by that act, were 
constituted officers of both Houses. 

Mr. BAILEY. Well, the First Congress passed two or three laws 
that were held to be invalid, as the gentleman knows. _ 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes, but I have observed that the statesmen of 
this day and generation are, or seem to be, more familiar with what 
the framers of the Constitution intended than those who gave it 
its first interpretations. 

But here is a distinct commission by the Sixth Congress, when 
this question was fresh in the minds of those who wrote the Con- 
stitution, directing the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives to act jointly as officers of the two 
Houses for the purchase of certain books for the two Houses for 
the establishment of this Library. They were placed in that 
work under the direct supervision—indeed, the control—of the 
joint committee of the two Houses, and they were required to 


35 books according to a catalogue to be furnished to them 
y the joint commission. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman allow an inquiry? 

Mr. QUIGG. 8 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will state as a preliminary that from 1802 
to 1815 the Clerk of the House, for the time being, was appointed 
to act as Librarian of Congress. But when you come to the stat- 
ute appointing the Librarian of Congress, it was not until the 
5 of 7 when the appointment was given solely to the Presi- 

ent; an 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman is mistaken in that. 

Mr. BINGHAM (continuing). That was the law until 1815, 
when the first provision that the statutes show as to the Librarian 
of Congress N 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman is in error. The act was passed 
Jan 26, 1802. 

Mr. BINGHAM. And the Clerk of the House was appointed 
for the time being. Now, the first Librarian appointed solely by 
the President was appointed in 1815. 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman is mistaken. The act directing 
the President to appoint a Librarian is before me at this moment. 
It was in 1802. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes. 

Mr. QUIGG. It said that a Librarian was to be appointed by 
the President of the United States solely. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes. 

Mr. Sura And he Sus the Clerk of the House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes; I grant you that; but a Librarian of 
Congress was not appointed until 1815 under that specific designa- 
tion, which is the designation of the law to-day. 

Mr. QUIGG. That is the specific designation—‘‘a Librarian — 
and it a in the act of 1802. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes. 

Mr. QUIGG. There is nothing in the original act that suggests 
that an officer of the House or an officer of the Senate was to be 


8 
. BINGHAM. Grant all that. 

Mr. QUIGG. Buta Librarian. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes. 

Mr. QUIGG. And the President appointed the Clerk of the 
House to be that Librarian. 

Mr. BINGHAM. He sppruiiea the Clerk of the House for the 
time being, but the title of Librarian was never used in any appoint- 
ment or commission until 1815. 

Mr. QUIGG. It makes no difference what he was called. The 
act gave the title to the office, and it was passed in 1802, and it 
makes no difference how the commission read. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Unless the gentleman has a constitutional 
contention with the gentleman from Texas—— 

. WILLIAM A. STONE. I understood the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Quigg] to say that the employees of the Li 
were, under the present law, officers or emp oyees of Congress; 
and also to say that under his construction of the present law the 
J oins Committee on the Library had the power to appoint these 
employees. 

8 0 UIGG. Well, I do not know whether it has or not. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. As a matter of fact, has a com- 
mittee of Congress, especially any committee of the House, been 
1 . of the Library? 

Mr. QUIGG. No; it never has. 

Mr. MAHON. The Senate has got all the appointments, 
[Laughter, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Now, I understand your provision 
in this substitute authorizes the Speaker to continue or to appoint 
a committee of the next House to cooperate with the Senate dur- 
ing the adjournment? 


. QUIGG. Yes. ; 
Mr. IAM A. STONE, Is that done to give to the House 
the same force and effect on that committee as the Senate mem- 


bers? 

Mr. QUIGG. Precisely. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, Then I understand, also, that you 
have embodied in this substitute a provision that the Librarian 
shall be appointed with the advice and consent of the Senate? 

Mr. gU GG. Yes. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. While, as a matter of fact, the 
Librarian is appointed by the President at present, without the 
advice and consent of the Senate, and the provision reported by 
my colleague [Mr. BINGHAM] in charge of the appropriation bil 
does not contemplate that the Senate shall confirm the appoint- 
ment at all. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Not at all. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Therefore I should like to hear 
the gentleman apon the question whether he has not, in his sub- 
stitute, clothed the Senate committee—in giving them the right 
to erant 2 withhold confirmation —with as much power as they 
now have 
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Mr. QUIGG. I have not lodged with the Senate committee 


any new power at all. 

Ar. W. of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman allow 
me one su tion? 

Mr. Uk G. I will answer the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


[Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE] first. Isay that this 3 in my 
Proposition to have the Speaker of the House appoint a temporary 
committee to act during the recess is for the purpose of preserv- 
ing the equilibrium upon the joint committee between the two 
Houses. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I see; but you still give to the 
Senate the right to confirm. 

Mr. QUIGG. And iftheadministration of the Library is lodged, 
as the substitute lodges it, in the hands of the joint committee, 
no possible injury can result to any proper interest of either 
House by having the Librarian appointed in the usual way. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Let meconclude by another ques- 
tion. What about the permanency and stability of the manage- 
ment of the Library, with the committee changing with each 
House and with the Librarian serving a term of four years and 
going out and in with the different political coloring of the Admin- 
istration? 

Mr. QUIGG. There is no provision in regard to the term of 
the Librarian. There is nothing that uires the Librarian to 

o out at any time. No term of office is fixed. Once appointed, 
fe will remain, as now, until removed by the President. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I fail to see the necessity of any 
Librarian at all under the substitute. If the management of the 
whoie business and the appointment of everybody and the mak- 
ing of rules is lodged in the committee, it seems to me there is no 
necessity for a librarian. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The chief Librarian has all the responsibility 
and gives a bond—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And gets nothing out of it. 

Mr. QUIGG. The powers inv by the substitute are the 

wers which are exercised to-day by the board of regents in New 

ork, which differs from the joint committee materially, in that 
they are a permanent body. Iconcede that there are very obvious 
objections to the exercise of administrative functions by the joint 
committee of Congress, for the reason pontot out by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE], and I should not 
be frank if I did not acknowledge that fact; but we are confronted 
with certain conditions. The Li has been administered for 
half a cantang recisely as the Committee on Appropriations pro- 
poses in this bill it shall be administered N 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman now indicate what he 
deems to be the way it has been administered? 

Mr. QUIGG. The language in the Revised Statutes empower- 
ing the Committee on the Li is very broad and general and 

ives to the committee so little of specific duty that practically it 
Sas done nothing. No effort has ever been made, so far as I am 
aware, to control the Librarian in any sense whatever. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is your neglect. 

Mr. QUIGG. He informed the joint committee that he spends 
the sums appropriated in the appropriation bills without any ref- 
erence to the joint committee or to co ba else; that he de ae 
as he chooses to appoint; that he inisters all the irs of 


the Library as seems good to his ju ent, and he has made no 
Sake other than a general report to gress at the beginning of 
each term. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 


question before he leaves that branch of the subject? 

Mr. QUIGG. One moment, and I will. Under that method of 
government the Library has become absolutely chaotic, and seri- 
ous abuses have arisen which have impaired its usefulness both 
to Congress and to the public. These misfortunesare mainly due 
to the fact that the language of the statute para to the Committee 
on the Library no s c responsibility. e language is gen- 
eral. They can e rules and regulations. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Regulations, not rules. 

Mr. QUIGG. Well, r tions; and that is the extent of the 
commission at present held by the committee. Now, I want to 
say to gentlemen—— 

. CANNON. Now, will the gentleman, before he leaves that 
part of his subject, permit me to interrupt him? I want to get his 
proposition, to see if I understand it. I have not read his substi- 
tute. As I understand from what he says and what I have been 
told by others, the gentleman’s substitute provides in terms that 
the Librarian shall be appointed by the President by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

Mr. QUIGG. It does. 

Mr. CANNON. And that the other 185 employees 

Mr. BINGHAM. One hundred and eighty-six. 

Mr. CANNON, One hundred and eighty-six employees—copy- 
right, custodian of the building, and assistant librarian, the 
employees—shall be appointed and shall be subject to removal by 
the Joint Committee on the Library. Am TIright? 


Mr. QUIGG. That is correct. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, now, if my friend will allow me right at 
that point, this amendment, as I understand, leaves the copyright 
business with the Librarian? 

Mr. QUIGG. Les. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, why is it not entirely competent, if we 
have authority to legislate and administer both under the Consti- 
tution, for us not only, through the Joint Committee on the Li- 
uey, to absorb the copyright business and to control it directly 
by the joint committee, but to take in the Patent Office, and the 
whole Interior Department, and all the other Departments except 
the Secretaries alone? 

Mr. QUIGG. The committee proposes no change in the law. 
The present copyright law says: 

That the law shall be administered; that all records and other things relat- 
ing to copyrights and records by law to be preserved shall be under the con- 

rarian of Congress and kept or preserved in the Library of 

; that the Librarian of Congress shall have the immediate care and 
supervision thereof, and, under the supervision of the Joint Committee of 
— — on the Library, shall perform all acts and duties required by law 


c copyrights. 

There is absolutely no change. Under this bill the copyright 
business is placed under the Librarian, as the gentleman from 
Illinois very well knows, for conventional reasons. We require 
everybody who brings a book to us to be copyrighted to deposit 
twocopies of it with the copyright register, who i the Librarian, 
and the Librarian puts one away and places the other in the 
Library of Congress. And for the re that we wanted the usu- 
fruct of the copyright law, we placed the administration of the 
law in the hands of the Librarian of Congress and under the 
supervision-of the joint committee. Weare proposing no chan 
in the law. But there is no occasion for the patent law to be ad- 
mini in that way. We do not want to use the patented 
articles. Congress, I repeat, wanted the use of the books that 
would accrue from requiring every man who desires a copyright 
to deposit two copies of his copyrighted book in the Library, and 
consequently it made the Librarian act as a copyright clerk. 

Mr. BINGHAM. But in your bill you create the office of reg- 
ister of copyrigh and you fix the compensation of that officer. 
Now, you know very well that that matter was discussed in the 
Senate, and that it was a matter of controversy between the two 
Houses. It originated in the Senate on the legislative bill in the 
first session of this Con: The law puts the business of copy- 
rights in the hands of the Librarian of Congress. We took the 
ground that the proposition to create a register of copyrights in 
that way was not constitutional. The question went into con- 
ference. It went into the Senate, and the Senate, after two days’ 
debate on the constitutionality of the proposition contained in the 


5 substitute, with: it because it was not constitu- 
onal, 

Mr. QUIGG. The distinction between the proposition in this 
substitute and the proposition that was then pending before the 


Senate is very clear. t bill created the office and created the 
officer to fill it, and placed that office outside of the jurisdiction 
of the Librarian. 

Mr. BINGHAM. What does your proposition do? 

Mr. QUIGG. Here the Librarian is over the entire establish- 
ment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Why, Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. QUIGG. I trust the gentleman will not interrupt me. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The gentleman from New Yorkis 
so good-natured about interruptions that we can not help inter- 
rupting him, and I would like to ask him whether he does not 
think that this substitute of his places the Library in the control 
of what we call “ politics,” and whether he thinks that institution 
ought to be so controlled? 

Mr. QUIGG. I could never bring myself to offend the sensi- 
bilities of the gentleman from Pennsylvania by proposing any 
such thing. 1 

Mr. L STONE. Oh, I want to get on the commit- 
tee. That is what I want. — | 

Mr. QUIGG. But I shall be very frank with the 1 on 
that matter in a few moments. I wish to recur to the suggestion 
of his colleague [Mr. BNOHAu J. The measure that was in the 
Senate was a bill creating an office and an officer to fill it, but 
removing that officer and his functions from any relation to the 
Library of Congress; and the contention of Senators at that time 
was that this officer would no longer be a servant of sae oe 
would no longer have any connection with the Library, and thai 
the reason why he should be appointed by the Joint Committee on 
the Library would not exist if he was to be removed from the 
Li in the discharge of his duties. The case was very clearly 


stated by Senators, and the Senator from New Hampshire, dealing 

with the question of our jurisdiction over the Library, used these 
expressions: 

The Senator from Delaware always follows his constitutional theories to 

from Connecticut wants to run away from 

as I find it on the statute book, 

on the statute book, and I say it was 


the uttermost limit; the Senator 
whereas I take the Library of 
I take the copyright law as I find i 


& solecism to authorize the President of the United States to 1 the 
Librarian of Congress. I think wW out 
that the 


vision ht be led to- ought to be repealed 
morrow, and the Librarian of Congress ought to be — — by Congress 


Now, the contention in that debate, which covered this whole 
uestion, was that the register of copyrights was being remoyed 
rom the Library of Congress—— 

Mr. BING I think not. 

Mr. QUIGG. Iso understand. 

Mr. DRAPER. If I may interrupt the gentleman a moment, I 
should like to be informed how the minor officers are now ap- 
pointed in the Library, and how they have been appointed for 
years past, so as to understand this pro change. f 

Mr. QUIGG. Well, Mr. Chairman, I should have some diffi- 
culty to make a clear statement on that subject. So far as the 
law is concerned, I apprehend that it clothes the Joint Committee 
on the Library with power to make the appointments. So far as 
regards the practice, I would better divide the practice, I think, 
into two parts theoretical practice and actual practice. [Laugh- 
ter.] In theoretical practice the Librarian of Congress (who is 
by the legislation of my friend from Pennsylvania confirmed 
in all these duties and msibilities) has made sail jour 
ments. In actual practice I do not think that has occ Ido 
not know who has made them. I do not know whom the persons 
employed in the Library represent. I found it very difficult to 
obtain evidence on that subject, and such evidence as I did obtain 
is quite conflicting. I do, however, remember an incident in con- 
nection with the bill for the registration of copya hts. Iremem- 
ber that when that bill was being considered by the House in the 
last Congress, before it got very far everybody knew who was to 
be the register of copyrights; and I remember that the bill did not 
make much progress until it was known who was to be register 
of copyrights; and I suspect the policy has been for the Librarian 
to appoint as he thought it wise to do. 

Now, I will say to the House very clearly, so far as the present 
joint committee is concerned, what will be done if the legislation 
which that committee pro to the House shall be passed. I do 
not know whether the present members on the part of the House 
will be members of the joint committee in the next Congressor not, 
but I do know what is the unanimous purpose of the Senators and 
Representatives who are on the present joint committee. In the 
first place, we want the House to say clearly and distinctly what 
the authority of the joint committee is, and, so far as I am n- 
ally concerned, I woulà much rather that the House should agree 
with the gentleman from Pennsylvania than with me, for the task 
this bill imposes upon the Joint Committee on the Library is not 
an easy or an enviable one. I will cheerfully yield it to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania. But if that function is imposed upon 
the joint committee, and if it should be the present joint commit- 
tee, I can say very distinctly just what will be done. In the first 
place, the counsel and advice which the joint committee has 
received from the distinguished librarians of this country will be 
taken as to the uses to which the Library can be put. 

It is true that this substitute of the joint committee places the 
director of the Library under the supervision and direction of 
the joint committee. And that was done advisedly; that was 
done upon the suggestion of all the librarians who came before 
the committee. flecting the views of educated men generally, 
of students and scholars, they want this Library to be of some 
service to the country. Up to this time it has been of no service 
to the country, and practically of no service to Congress. Nobody 
knows what the Library contains. Nobody knows how many 
books there are in it. Nobody knows anything of the vast collec- 
tions that have accumulated there during all these years. They 
have never been catalogued adequately, and there exists to-day 
for all the contents of the Library nothing except the card cata- 
logue—740,000 cards for 740,000 books—and if ever a card is lost, 
strayed, or stolen,” that ends the usefulness of the Library so far as 
concerns the book to which that card refers. There is no inven- 
tory maintained rd by day; there is no shelf list to act asa 
directory to the Librarian as to where he shall go for books, 
Those two catalogues are maintained in every well-conducted 
library in connection with a card catalogue. 

With the proper appliances it would be possible for the Libra- 
rian to get out for the instruction and information of Congress a 
bibliography upon any subject coming before us for legislation; 
and if this proposition and the now existing joint commit- 
tee should administer it for a season, it will be the duty of the 
Librarian when any subject of importance is pending in Congress 
to lay before mem a bibliography showing every book that 
contains information on the question and the pane covered by 
the book. That is the kind of work that the Library of Congress 
angh to do if it is going to be of service. 

say to gentlemen that there is much more involved in this 
bill than the organization of the force. In the first place, there 
-is distinct, unequivocal authority to some one to go and move the 


Library. No such authority exists now or is conferred in the 


appropriation bill, or could be—it would be new legislation. In 
the ner, pispe; it terminates the service of the gentleman now in 
charge of the building, which might be prolonged unnecessarily 
far into the next year, unless some proposition of this kind were 
adopted. And, finally, it requires the joint committee to furnish 
the building and places at the committee’s disposition a sum of 
money now ing out of sums heretofore appropriated for 
the construction of the building. There is no authority in the 
paragraphs brought here by the Appropriations Committee to do 
any of these things. * 

should like to say (although it does not bear directly upon the 
subject we are discussing) something with regard to the time 
which has been occupied in the construction of this building. It 
ought to be said by somebody. I think the history of the construc- 
tion of this building is unique among public buildings. When 
General Casey was put in charge in 1836, he said that the building 
would be done within eight years, and he fixed the sum of money 
that it would cost to build it. Two years ago he told the House 
that that building would be rany one year before the date which 
he had originally supposed possible as the time of its completion. 
And with that building, incomparable as it is among public mon- 
uments in this or any other country, almost ready for occupancy, 
there exists in the Treasury to-day a balance of 860, 000 out of the 
appropriation of $6,500,000 madeforitsconstruction. [Applause.] 
Isay this is a unique history. Noeulogycould be pronounced upon 
that officer more illustrative of his fine character than is contained 
in the work he did in the construction of this building. General 
Casey died a year before the Library was completed. The work 
has gone on under the officer who was his assistant while he lived. 

Mr. Chairman, a great deal is to be done in moving into that 
new building. There are yast collections that need to be looked 
over and assorted. And it was the judgment of the librarians 
who came here that expert testimony—the judgment of artists 
and book loyers—should be taken by the joint committee as to 
what ought to be done with these collections, as to how and where 
they should be displayed. And all that is involved in the legisla- 
tion which the joint committee has proposed. 

Now I come right down to the question asked by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE]. Some of these posi- 
tions in the Library call for men of peculiar qualifications; they 
ought to be filled by men who know the library business. The 
positions of cataloguers and librarians are positions that require 
technical information, in order that their duties may be properly 
performed. There exist in this country colleges where the Muties 
of a librarian are taught. Several of the colleges maintain a chair 
for the instruction of young meninlibraryeconomy. If the joint 
committee should be intrusted with the selection of this force, 

d will be paid to the public interests 
. BINGHAM. How do you know that? 

Mr. QUIGG. I have several times made the qualifying pro- 
vision to which the gentleman seeks to draw attention. 

Mr. BINGHAM. How does the gentleman know what the fu- 


ture committee will do? 

Mr. QUIGG. He does not. Neither does he know who will be 
ps Librarian. We do know, however, that under the gen- 

eman’s bill the present Librarian is continued. 

Mr. WILL A. STONE. During good behavior. 

Mr. QUIGG. And we do know that the present condition of 
the abay is not ideal. 

Mr. BINGHAM. How could it be in its present quarters? 

Mr. QUIGG. I should think that the gentieman, who is a 
member of the Committee on Appropriations, would not have 
asked that question. 

I was saying, Mr. Chairman, that if the selection of the force is 
left to the present Joint Committee on the Library, those posi- 
tions that ought to be filled by experts will be filled after exami- 
nation, and that those positions that do not call for peculiar 
qualifications will be filled according to the best judgment of the 
joint committee. That may not be the ideal way of doing the 
work, but it seems to be the way that will get the best result to 
the public service. 

Mr. ADAMS. How do you know that the next committee will 
take the same view of the matter? 

Mr. QUIGG. Oh, well, we are assuming, and I think the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania will agree with me that from amo 
the 357 Representatives who will come from all over the Unite 
States it will be see for the Speaker of the House to select 
three who will be honest and upright and intelligent in the admin- 
istration of their duties under the bill. We can safely suppose 
that the popia of this country who have elected these Represent- 
atives will be willing to trust them, whether in the ņ of 
legislation on this floor or in the conduct of the affairs of the 
Library of Con 

But it is the plain effect of the Appropriations Committee's bill 
to continue in office the present Thracian, to increase his 
$2,000, and to confirm him in a right of selection of the employees 
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in the new building, concerning the results of which in the past 


nobody in the House can form any por judgment, 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. i e gentleman allow me a 
moment? 


Mr. eo reas 

Mr. LIAM A. STONE. In response to the gentleman's 
last suggestion, I would ask: Where do you get any information 
that it is the intention of the committee to continue the present 
Librarian? a 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is a very pertinent question. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. 
idea? 

Mr. QUIGG, It is in the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. No; the gentleman is mistaken. 
The bill says the President shall appoint a Librarian. 


Mr. QUIGG. I the gentleman’s pardon. The bill sa: 
nothing of the kind. Is there anything in this bill calling on the 
President to make any appointment? 

© Mr. BING 3 e statute itself so provides. 


Mr.QUIGG. Oh, yes; the ‘‘statute,” which has been on thestat- 
ute books for ninety years, and the Librarian has been in office 
for thirty years. But there is nothing in your bill to change the 
situation. That is the point. You confirm it and oiean 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But my point was this: The gen- 
tleman stated that it was the purpose of the committee in offering 
this bill to continue the present Librarian in office. 

Mr. QUIGG. Iam talking of the effect of the bill, of course. 
I did not say it was the oe ” of the committee, I think. I 
said it was the effect of the bill. Ifit is not the purpose of the 
committee, it is certainly the effect of the bill. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Oh, no. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Certainly not. 

Mr. BINGHAM, The bill simply makes the appropriation 
under the law. 

Mr. QUIGG. Well, Mr. Chairman, I must confess that I can 
not talk against three members at the same time, and all the time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York will not be 
interrupted without his consent. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. If the gentleman will allow me, I 
might say that if our committee had had charga of the matter a 
little more completely than we had, it is possible that an investi- 
gation would have been undertaken; and it is also possible that 
changes would have been made in the office to which the gentleman 
has referred. 

A Mr? QUIGG. I did not understand the suggestion of the gen- 
eman. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I say there is nothing to justify 
the assertion that the purpose of the bill, or of the committee, is 
to retain the present Librarian in office. 

Mr. BING . The President can turn him out to-day if he 
80 desires. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And the bill expressly provides 
ee the very condition of affairs that the gentleman from New 

ork suggests. 

Mr. QUIGG. Ido not know, of course, the purpose of the bill, 
but I do know its effect, and it is to reward the Librarian of Con- 

‘ess— 

LATS WILLIAM A. STONE. A librarian. 

Mr. QUIGG. No; to reward this eens and particular Li- 
brarian for his conduct of the Library by an addition to his salary 
of $2,000 a year, and by the confirmation of all the powers that he 
has heretofore exercised, properly or otherwise, in regard to ap- 
pointments. That is the effect of the bill, whatever may be the 

of the gentleman framing it. 
r. WILLIAM A. STONE. e gentleman from New Vork is 
aware of the fact that the bill does not go into effect until July 1, 


next 

Mr. QUIGG. Oh, well; no doubt that time will arrive. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE 8 By which time we 
hope the President will be able to make a selection from the few re- 
maining a 3 that he will still have on hand. ([Laughter.] 

Mr. G G. Mr. Chairman, I want to say, on behalf of my 
colleagues on the joint committee, that we do not look forward 
with any pleasure to the performance of the duties that are im- 
posed upon us by that bill. We are entirely content to be relieved 
of them. We have thought it our duty to present the facts in the 
case with regard to the condition of the Library; and from those 
facts we take it that gentlemen will be able to see what the con- 
ditions are that will arise in the new Library unless measures are 
taken such as the joint committee have proposed in this bill, 
Gentlemen need not be afraid at the suggestion to empower the 
joint committee to appoint. That power must go somewhere, 
and who can be better trusted than of your own colleagues? 
From whom can the hope of excellent results be more assuredly 


si gg 
. MAHON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 
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Mr. QUIGG. Yes. 

Mr. ON. If the gentleman’s statement is true, after you 
have an efficient force in every respect nd poe why should 
they not be protected from men who may follow you, who ma 
choose to throw them out for purposes which are not commend- 
able? Why not insert a provision that they shall not be removed 
except for cause, on charges made by the Librarian, to be inves- 

ed by the Joint Committee on the Library? 

7 Qt IGG. Lam content to accept such an amendment, if 
the gentleman will reduce it to writing. 

Mr. MAHON. I suggest to the gentlemen in charge of the 
measure that they insert a clause of that kind, that if an officer is 
an efficient man, he shall not be removed except on charges pre- 
ferred by the Librarian, to be investigated by the joint committee 
of the two Houses. 

The CHAIRMAN, The time of the gentleman from New York 
has bt 8 
Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say a single word 
in reference to the proposition submitted by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Quire]. 

First, I want to answer the implied criticism of the gentleman 
when he states that the ph in the bill carrying a salary of 
$6,000 for the Librarian is in its effect a continuation of the pres- 
ent incumbent. I deny this proposition. The Committee on Ap- 
propriations have provided a salary for the Librarian under 
ane law. 

Mr. BINGHAM. And increased his salary. 

Mr. DOCKERY. And, as the 3 suggests, we have 
increased the salary $2,000. But this increase of salary does not 
take effect until the ist of July next. In other words, so far as 
the Librarian and his force are concerned, with the exception 
stated, we have simply provided salaries pursuant to the statute, 
taking into account the changed conditions that will obtain when 
the Library is removed to the new building. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
so far as I am concerned, I do not wish to be understood as desir- 
ing the retention of the present Librarian of Congress. The 
power to remove and apponi rests solely with the President. 

Mr. BINGHAM. And nothing in the bill changes it. 

Mr. DOCKERY, That is true. The Librarian is not confirmed 
by the Senate. We make no change whatever in the law. The 
power to remove and appoint is still ! with the President, 
and if, as the gentleman from New York [Mr. 3 intimates, 
the Librarian is not a competent officer and I do not take issue 
with him on that point—the responsibility, under the law, is with 
the President. $ 

Mr. QUIGG. That is where the gentleman is in the habit of 
i Ta nsibilities—on the President. 

Mr. ILLIAMS. And where the gentleman from New York 
Mr. 18821 used to leave them. 

Mr. SKERY. That is where wer property belong. This 
Library of Congress is a department of the Government. Itis 
an executive d ent and should be under the control of the 
executive branch. I do not propose, as the gentleman’s substi- 
tute does, to create the office of director of the Library at a salary 
of $6,000 per annum, with no right of the director, as the execu- 
she head of that great department, to remove or appoint a 

aborer. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Or a charwoman. 

Mr. QUIGG. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I will yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. QUIGG, Will the gentleman inform the committee where 
he gets the authority for saying that this is an executive depart- 
ment? i 

Mr. DOCKERY. I did not intend to say that it is an executive 
9 It is, however, a department of the Government. 

r. QUIGG. I understood the gentleman to say it is an execu- 
tive department. 

Mr. KERY. Ido not desire to be so understood. While 
it is called the Library of Congress, it is clearly, within the mean- 
ing of the statute, a bureau of the Government. The gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Gorco; in reply to the queries of the gen- 
tleman from Texas [Mr. BAILEY], distinctly admitted that the 
employees of this Library are not under the control of the House. 
They are appointed in accordance with law by the Librarian, who 
is an appointee of the President. They are not, therefore, in any 
sense employees of the House, We have a House library and 
employees for that library carried in this bill. 

e Senate have a library, and their employees are also carried 
in this bill. But the Library of Congress is an executive bureau, 
as the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. VEIRA aptly sug- 
gests, and is no B gate of the library belonging to the House of Rep- 
resentatives and controlled by its employees. The House has, I 


think, five ica ony bee who have 5 of the House library. 

e if a month’s extra pay is given 
entlemen are beneficiaries. 
But this e, Library—it is a misnomer to call it the 
Congressio: Library. It is a great national Library [loud 


They are on t ouse roll, and 
the em yee of the House these 


1896. 
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applause] and 3 Government of the United States. It 
elon the people of the United States, and is an executive 
bureau, and as such should be presided over by some executive 
officer with authority to appoint and remove its employees. [Re- 
newed applause. | j i 

Mr. gbiaa. Will the kan ps yield for a question? 

Mr. DOCKERY. And I would suggest to the gentleman from 
New York that a “peanut stand” can not be pro rly organized 
and conducted without some one to supervise the business and be 
responsible for its management. 

Mr. QUIGG. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly. i 

Mr. QUIGG. Lask the gentleman’s attention to section 5 of 
the act organizing the Library: 

That the keeper of said Library shall receive for his services a sum, the 
amount whereof, together with the necessary expenses of the said Library, 


after having been ascertained by the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives for the time being, shall be io; of r 
ouses oi 


sun annually appropriated for the contingent expenses of 


gress. 
Mr. DOCKERY. That is not the existing statute. 
Mr. QUIGG. Does it not seem to indicate—— 
Mr. DOCKERY. That is not existing law. Itis ancient his- 


tory. 

Mr. QUIGG. Does not that seem to indicate that this Library 
was obtained for the use of the two Houses of Congress? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Certainly; and also for all the people of the 
United States. 

Mr. QUIGG. Oh, no. : 

Mr. KERY. Certainly. It is now used by the people un- 
der existing regulations. 
Mr. QUIGG. It is not that way now. 

Mr. KERY. It is used by the public under regulations 
that are now in force. 

Mr. Chairman, the substitute offered by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. QuiGG] raises a grave issue. Under our form 
of government its legislative, executive, and judicial de 
ments should be as contemplated by the Constitution—absolutely 
independent each of the other. mgress should keep in close 

uch with the executive branch by committees. We nowrequire 

rom the Executive Departments an annual report on the condi- 
tion of the public business. We require them to report inefficient 
employees and delinquent officers and officers who have failed to 
pay moneys due the United States, but the Constitution and sound 

usiness judgment forbid any attempt on the part of Congress 
to take physical control and appoint or remove employees. In the 
direction of a close scrutiny of these Departments we ought not 
to relax supervision. We must not, however, even with the con- 
stitutional question aside, attempt to intermingle the legislative 
and executive functions of the Government, but keep them 
divorced. [Applause.] This has been our policy heretofore. 

The gentleman from New York suggests that certain appoint- 
ments Save been made by the Librarian under the influence of 
men who have been in public life. I will assume that they are 
not now in public life. t is also true in the Treasury 
ment, the Department of the Interior, and in other executive 
branches of the Government. The gentleman himself, and other 

ntlemen, doubtless, in the past, as I have, have gone to the 

eads of those Executive Departments and solicited appointments 
for our constituents. 

Mr. 8 I have not had that opportunity so far. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The gentleman do it under the incoming 
Administration. annue] 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I do not see how onecan, with the 
existing civil-service rules, 

Mr. DOCKERY. The gentleman from New York may not have 
to prefer such requests in the event his substitute is agreed to, 
because he will have 187 offices of his own. I can see, Mr. Chair- 
man, that we may intermingle the legislative and executive func- 
tions in connection with the Library to an extent that will abso- 
lutely paralyze the usefulness of that great Library. We have 
constructed the most magnificent library building in this country. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. In the world. 

Mr. DOCKERY, It is a beautiful building, and I am proud of 
it. It is an imposing structure, and acredit to the t architect 
who designed it and the Republic which authori its construc- 
tion. It is almost oriental in its magnificence. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, by the provision carried in the bill as it 
comes from the Committee on Appropriations, the incoming Presi- 
dent can, with a salary of $6,000 a year, command the very best 
executive talent to direct and control the Library. Let us hold 
him to strict account for the proper conduct of the Library and 
care of the Library building, andif Representatives desire appoint- 
ments under the Librarian they can present the claims of their 
constituents—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And relieve this committee. 

Mr. DOCKERY. And relieve this joint committee. Mr. Chair- 


man, I desire also to relieve the incoming Speaker of the House, 
because it is obvious that if this substitute becomes a law a great 
oa fei us will be oppucanm for positions on the Committee on 


the Library. [Laughter.] There is now a great desire for places 
on the Committee on Ways and Means and on the Committee on 
Appropriations, but the 8 for those places now will not be 
a circumstance compared with the urgency there will be to secure 

itions on the Joint Committee on the Library. este, gra 

y, I am informed, Mr. Chairman, that my riend from 
De Bier i on my left emt WILLIAM A. STONE] has already indi- 
cated his desire for a place on that committee in the event the 
8 of the gentleman from New York prevails. 

r. NORTHWAY. Please do not forget the Ohio man. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The Ohio man” is never wanting where 
there is anything to be di of. [Laughter.] But, Mr. Chair- 
man, in all seriousness, in organizing this great library in that 
gorgeous new building, let us not make the grave mistake of also 
organizing a scramble for 187 offices to be disposed of under the 
direction and control of the joint committee of the two Houses 
of 8 to the detriment of the public service. [Applause.] 
hah SANGRAM: Now, Mr. Chairman, I move that the com- 


The motion was agreed to. 

The committee e a rose; and the Speaker ee e e 
the chair, Mr. HEPBURN, from the Committee of the Whole, re- 
ported that they had had under consideration the bill H. R. 9643, 
the legislative appropriation bill, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE ORISP. 


Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the present consideration 
of the resolution which I send to the desk. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That Saturday, January 16, 1897, beginning at 10 o'clock a. m., be 
set apart for paying a tribute to the memory of the Hon. CHARLES F. CRISP, 
late a member of the House of Representatives from the Third district of the 
State of Georgia. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Pending the announcement of the result, by unanimous con- 
sent, leave of absence was granted as follows: ‘ 

To Mr, CLARD x, for five s, on account of important business, 

To Mr. Cooks of Illinois, for four days, on account of impor- 
tant business. 

To Mr. Foss, for four days, on account of sickness in his family, 

To Mr. LEFEVER, for three days, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Faris, for four days, on account of important business, 

To Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia, on account of sickness, 


REPRINTS. 


Mr. LOUD, by unanimous consent, obtained an order for a re- 
print of the bill H. R. 4566 and the accompanying report. 

Mr. ELLETT, by unanimous consent, obtained an order that 
House Report No. 1646, first session Fifty-fourth Congress, to 
accompany the bill S. 2143, be reprinted for the use of Congress. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 6533) for the relief of A. A. Hosmer; 

A bill (H. R. 9469) to constitute a new division of the eastern 
judicial district of Texas, and to provide for the holding of terms 
of court at Beaumont, Tex., and for the appointment of a clerk 
for said court; and i 

A bill ae R. 9742) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the third 
session of the Fifty-third Ns bine 

The House then (at 5 o’clock and 11 minutes p. m.) adjourned 
until Monday next. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
. were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as 

ollows: 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, traus- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
John B. Steadman, administrator of James Steadman, deceased, 
against The United States—to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Napa River 
California—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, an ordered 
to be printed. 
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A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 


from the Chief of Engineers, t of examination of the Ohio 
River from Marietta to its mouth—to the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Wallabout 
Channel, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
La Trappe River, Maryland—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Cambridge Harbor, land—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Potecasi 
Creek, North Carolina—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Barn 
Bay. New Jersey—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 

ered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Niantic Harbor, Connecticut—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey 
for the purpose of further determining the cause of the erosion of 
the easterly end of Galveston Harbor, Texas—to the Committee 
on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Mispillion 
River, Delaware—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Coney 
Island Creek, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and Har- 
bors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Tuckerton 
Creek and Flats, New Jersey—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Oldmans 
Creek, New Jersey—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Coldwater 
River, Mississippi—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Colorado 
River, Arizona—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Southport Harbor, Connecticut—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of ineers, report of examination of harbor at 
Portwing, Wis.—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a reply to the House resolution of June 6, 1896, relating to cer- 
tain bonds in which the old State of Virginia is interested—to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF CO ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 


MMITTEES 
RESOLUTIONS, 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. HARTMAN, from the Com- 
mittee on Mines and Mining, to which was referred the bill of the 
House (H. R. 6780) to amend section 2335 of the Revised Statutes, 
3 the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
he 1 which said bill and report were referred to the House 

endar; 


— 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. HUTCHESON, from the 
Committee on Claims, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 9475) 
for the relief of Calvin T. Hazelwood, reported the same Seer 5 
No. 2356); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS, 


Under clause 8 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
hee aes were introduced, and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. JENKINS: A bill (H. R. 9752) to amend an act entitled 
An act to authorize the construction of a steel bridge over the 
St. Louis River between the States of Wisconsin and Minnesota,” 
Pororo April 24, 1894, as amended by an act approved August 4, 
1894, entitled An act to amend an act to authorize the construc- 
tion of a steel bridge over the St. Louis River between the States 
of Minnesota and Wisconsin“ —to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. VAN HORN: A bill (H. R. 9754) to amend the act en- 
titled “An act to authorize the construction of a bridge across the 
Missouri River ator near the city of Lexington, Mo.,” approved 
July 26, 1894—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce, 

vr Mr. PRICE: A bill (H. R. 9755) to quiet title and possession 
with respect to certain unconfirmed and located private land 
claims in the State of Louisiana—to the Committee on Private 


Land Claims. 
By ur: TOWNE: A bill (H. R. 9756) to amend the river and 
har to the Committee on Rivers and 


r act of August 18, 1 
Harbors. 

By Mr. MURRAY: A bill (H. R. 9757) to insure minority rep- 
resentation in Federal elections—to the Committee on Election 
of President, Vice-President, and Representatives in Congress. 

By Mr. WANGER: A resolution (House Res. No. 456) to in- 
crease the pay of J. Herman Barnesley—to the Committee on 
Accounts. 

By Mr. DOOLITTLE: A resolution (House Res. No. 457) for 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 35) to amend the act entitled An 
act to ae the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,” 
approved February 20, 1889—to the Committee on Rules. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, pone bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

r. ANDREWS: A bill (H. R. 9758) granting an increase 
of pension to John S. Lewis—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


sions, 
Also, a bill (H. R. 3 granting an increase of pension to 
George W. Ferree—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9760) to correct the military record of 
Showers Nelson to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9761) to correct the rye record of Patrick 
airs 


Dunphy—to the Committee on Military Š 
By Mr. BENNETT: A bill (H. R. 9762) granting a pension to 
Au Westhoff—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


gust 
By Mr. CROWTHER: A bill (H. R. 9763) granting an increase 
Se pension to John H. Laney—to the Committee on Invalid 
ensions. 

By Mr. DOVENER: A bill (H. R. 9764) for the relief of Henry 
Snider, of Moundsville, W. Va.—to the Committeeon War Claims. 

By Mr. FENTON: A bill (H. R. 9765) for the relief of Ellen 
Owens—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HITT: A bill Ver R. 9766) to amend the record of Fay- 
ette Adams, Company I. Thirty-seventh Illinois Volunteers—to 
the Committee on Mili Affairs. 

By Mr. HULL: A bill (H. R. 9767) granting pension to Richard 
M. Mick, Company F, Eighty-sixth Illinois Infantry—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCALL of Tennessee: A bill (H. R. 9768) for relief 
of Pleasant W. Cook, a Mexican veteran—to the Committee on 
Pensions, 

By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9769) granting a pension to Mel- 


vina Buckler to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following pot tions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. CROWTHER: Petition of citizens of Savannah, Mo., 
to accompany House bill for an increase of pension for John H, 
Laney—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. EDDY: Resolution of the California Wool Growers’ 
Association, asking for the passage of the Dingley bill—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KIEFER: Petition of the St. Paul (Minn.) Chamber of 
Commerce, in favor of an appropriation for repai crevasses 
on Lower Mississippi River—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors. 

By Mr. LAYTON: Resolutions of the California Wool Growers’ 
Association, favoring the immediate adoption of the emergency 
tariff known as the Dingley bill—to the Committee on Ways and 
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Also, resolutions of the board of managers of the Trades League 
of Philadelphia, urging immediate action upon the revenue laws, 
so as to provide for the expenses of the Government—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MAHON: Petition of citizens of Chambersburg, Pa., 
asking for the protection of American missionaries in enia— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. McCALL of Tennessee: Paper to accompany House 
bill for the relief of Pleasant W. Cook—to the Committee on Pen- 


sions. 
By Mr. NORTHWAY: Petition of citizens of Akron, Ohio, 
raying for the passage of a service-pension bill for all honorably 
discharged soldiers of the late war—to the Committee on Invalid 

‘ensions, 

By Mr. ODELL: Petition of S. W. Fullerton Post, No. 53, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Newburg, N. V., in relation to the strug- 
gle for independencein Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. POOLE: Petition of citizens of Tiy 9 Ys nrging the 
passage of a tariff bill—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STAHLE: Resolutions of Captain Colwell Post, No. 201, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Carlisle, Pa., urging Congress to 
take action in regard to the independence of Cuba—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. SULLOWAY: Paper to accompany House bill No. 9749, 
granting a pension to Lydia G. Cate—to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 


SENATE. 
Monpay, December 21, 1896. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
STEPHEN M. WBITE, a Senator from the State of California, 
appeared in his seat to-day. 
he Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of the presenting 
of Thursday last, when, on motion of Mr. Bacon, and by unani- 
mous consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 
REPORT OF BOARD OF ORDNANCE AND FORTIFICATION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, transmitting the annual report of 
the Board of Ordnance and Fortification for the year ended Octo- 
ber 31, 1896; which, with the accompanying report, was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE CLASSIFICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Interstate Commerce Commission, transmitting, in 
i tp toa resolution of March 18, 1896, a statement showing 
each case in which it has ordered any carrier or carriers, subject 
to its jurisdiction, to make any change in the classification of 
freight, or in the rates charged for moving pager ye or property, 
or any modification in the practices affecting such charges and in 
connection with any such order; the classification of rates or ac 
tices in effect at the time when complaint was filed, etc.; which, 
with the accompanying papers, was. referred to the Committee on 
Interstate Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of 
the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, certified copies of the 
final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice-Presi- 
— for the State of Illinois; which was ordered to lie on the 

e. 
PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS OF SENATE OF SPAIN. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a communication. from the 
Senate of Spain, transmitting to the Senate of the United States 
26 volumes of the parliamentary proceedings of that body; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Fonnen aitas by Mr. W.J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills: 

A bill (S. 1265) for the relief of Emmart, Dunbar & Co.; 

A bill (S. 1276) granting an increase of pension to John L. Brit- 


n; . 

A bill (S. 1631) granting a pension to Emeline Filgate; 

A bill (S. 1881) granting a pension to Lydia Chapman; 

A bill R 1883) to grant a pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, 
3 y Merny 1 P. Van Cleve: fone J 

3 granting a pension to Ira Harris; an 

A bill (S. 2889) to aid and encourage the holding of the Ten- 
nessee Centennial Exposition at Nashville, Tenn., in the year 
1897, and making appropriation therefor. 

The m announced that the House had to the 


essage agreed 
report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
XXIX—21 


the two Houses on the amendments of the House to the joint reso- 
lution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of the act approved 
June 8, 1896, entitled “An act to r section 61 of ‘An act to 
reduce taxation, to vide revenue for the Government, and for 
other pi ,” which became a law Au 28, 1894. 

The message further announced that the House insisted upon 
its amendments to the bill (S. 1832) to define the rights of pur- 
chasers under mortgages authorized by an act of Congress s 
proved April 20, 1871, concerning the Atlantic and Pacific Rall - 
road Company, agreed to the conference asked by the Senate on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed 
Mr. Powers, Mr. Jonnson of California, and Mr. Harrison man- 
agers at the conference on the part of the House. 

The message also announced that the House further insisted 
upon its amendment to the bill (S. 1291) granting an increase of 
ponon to Celeste A. Boughton, widow of Bvt. Brig. Gen. Horace 

ughton, asked a further conference with the Senate on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. 
CROWTHER, Mr. Baker of Kansas, and Mr. KIRKPATRICK man- 
agers at the conference on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House further insisted 
— — its amendment to the — 3 Ge 1511) granting a pension to 

. Jane Stewart Whiting, asked a further conference with the 
Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and 
had appointed Mr. CROWTHER, Mr. BAKER of Kansas, and Mr. 
Saori managers at the conference on the part of the 

ouse. 

The message also announced that the House had passed with 
amendments the following bills; in which it requested the con- 
currence of the Senate: 

A bill (S. 837) to refer the claim of the owners of the brig Tally- 
Ho to the Court of Claims; 

A bill (S. 684) granting an increasə of pension to Marion 
McKibben; 

A bill (S. 757) granting an increase of pension to Adelaide 


orris; 
A bill (S. 905) granting a pension to Mary W. Keeffe; and 
A bill (S. 2176) granting a pension to Thomas Pollock. 
The 4 1 further announced that the House had passed the 
following bills; in which itrequested the concurrence of the Senate: 
A bill (H. R. 71) for the relief of Capt. Francis A. Beuter; 
A bill (H. R. 129) for the relief of Thomas B. Reed; N 
A bill (H. R. 897) for the relief of James Stewart; 
A bill (H. R. 1018) to increase the pension of Bennett S. Shaug; 
A bill (H. R. 1505) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah A. Aspold; 
A bill (H. R. 2281) for the relief of Bluford Reeder; 
A bill (H. R. 2742) to grant a pension to J. J. Davis; 
A bill (H. R. 3075) for the relief of John A. Lynch; 
A bill (H. 1) granting a pension to James L. Wing; 
i . 8499) granting a pension to Eliza A. Foss; 
. 8503) to correct the military record of Elisha B, 


. 8884) for the relief of John T. Brewster; 

. 8945) granting a pension to Thomas J. Thorp; 

. 4264) granting a pension to Mary Pelham; 

č 4555 granting a pension to Samuel McKinsey; 

. 4655) granting a pension to Frederick A. Driscol; 
. R. 4744) to increase the pension of Adam Dennis; 

. 4875) granting a pension to John W. Pogue; 

5670) to increase the pension of Richard S. Phillips; 
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5855) granting a pension to Emily Elliott; 

. 5895) granting a pension to Anna N. Kendall; 

. 5902) granting a pension to Jane Christian Marye; 

. R. 6282) to increase the pension of Alexander McBride; 

. R. 6378) for the relief of Eliza J. Holman; 

. 6718) to extend North Capitol street northward 

roperty of the Prospect Hill Cemetery, to pay for 

en for such purpose, and for other p ; 
‘ 6900 granting a pension to Hannah K. uint; 
6900) increasing the pension of 8 0 T. Young; 

7240) ting a pension to John W. Bruner; 

R. 8726) to provide for the payment of certain claims 

District of Columbia by drawback certificates; 

H. R. 9592) to amend an act entitled “An act granting 

a sion to Jesse McMillan,” received by the President May 27, 


1896; 

A bill (H. R. 9638) ing appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898; 

A bill (H. R. 9647) to authorize the extension of the lines of the 
Metropolitan Railroad Company of the District of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issuing and loaning of the 
ensigns, flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the 
purpose of decorating the streets of the city of Washington on 
the occasion of inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of March, 1897; 

A bill (H. R. 9753) making 1 to supply N te de- 
ficiences in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1897, and for prior years, and for other purposes; 
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A joint resolution (H. Res. 213) to permit railroads in the Dis- 


trict to occupy additional parts of streets to accommodate the 
traveling public attending the inaugural ceremonies; 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 214) authorizing the Secretary of 
War to grant permits to the executive committee on inaugural 
ceremonies for use of reservations or public spaces in the city of 
0 hie on the occasion of the inauguration of the President- 
elect on March 4, 1897, etc.; and 

A joint resolution a Res. 215) extending time for compliance 
by Eckington and Soldiers’ Home Railway Company and the Belt 
Railway pany with provisions of section 1 of an act entitled 
“An act to extend the routes of said railway companies,” etc., 
approved June 10, 1896, 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The e also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 2889) to aid and enco e the holding of the Tennes- 
see Centennial Exposition at Nashville, Tenn., in the year 1897, 
and making an appropriation therefor; 

A bill (H. R. 970 granting a pension to John Coombs; 

A bill (H. R. 979 nting a pension to Frances E. Helfenstein; 

A bill (H. R. 986) for the relief of Hiram P. Pauley; 

A bill (H. R. 1022) to increase the pension of Byron Cotton; 

A bill (H. R. 1062) to grant a pension to Armstead M. Raw- 
lings, of Arkansas; 

A bill (H. R. 1178 

A bill (H. R. 1599 
Palmeter; 

A bill (H. R. 1820) granting a pension to Neil McNeil; 

A bill (H. R. 1825) granting a pension to Mary Prince, widow 
of Ellis Prince; : 

A bill (H. R. 0 granting a pension to Nancy B. Prince, 

nce; 

A bill (H. R. 1874) to place the name of Robert Smalls on the 
pension rolls; 

A bill (H. R. 1890) granting a pension to Mary Martin; 

A bill (H. R. 1891) granting a pension to Celestia R. Barry; 

A bill (H. R. 1892) granting a pension to Catharine h; 

A bill (H. R. 2358) granting a pension to Arminda White, widow 
of Israel White; 

A bill (H. R. 2359) granting a pension to Katherine Zeigenheim, 
of Louisville Ey; 

A bill (H. R. 2405) granting a pension to Maria Gibbons; 

A bill (H. R. 2969) to grant a pension to Mrs. Lucy A. Allen; 

A bill (H. R. 3152) granting a pension to Charlotte A Welton; 


granting a pension to Sarah Weedon Jones; 
granting a pension to Phæœbe M. Woolley 


A bill (H. R. 3755) to increase the pension of Mary C. Thompson; 
A bill (H. R. 8771) for the relief of Stratton H. Benscoter; 


A bill (H. R. 4052) approving certain acts of the legislative as- 
sembly of the Territory of New Mexico, authorizing the issue of 
certain bonds of said Territory, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 4355) to increase the pension of Theresa Peebles, of 
Jefferson County, Ga.; ) 

A bill 15 R. 4361) granting a pension to William H. Nesbit; 

A bill (H. R. 4405) granting a pension to Augustus G. Cary; 

A bill (H. R. 4604) granting a pension to Jane Fisher; 

A bill (H. R. 4720) granting an increase of pension to Isaac H. 
Whetsel, of Louisville, Ky.; r 

A bill (H. R. 4721) granting an increase of pension to Orleina J. 
Clark, of Louisville, Ky.: 

A bill (H. R. 5050) granting a pension to Ransom C. Hazelip; 

A bill (H. R. 5811) granting a pension to Sarah Ann Wible; 

A bill (H. R. 5393) for the relief of Lucinda Rickards, widow, 
and the minor children of John D. Rickards, deceased. 

A bill (H. R. 5400) to increase the pension of Mary L. Bacon, 
widow of the late George B. Bacon, late lieutenant-commander of 
the United States Navy; 

A bill (H. R. 6466) to increase the pension of yea V. Barnard; 

A bill (H. R. 6468) to increase the pension of Andrew R. Ladd; 

A bill (H. R.6533) for the relief of A. A. Hosmer; 

A bill (H. R. 9139) granting a pension to Margaret J. Young; 

A bill (H. R. 9469) to constitute a new division of the eastern 
judicial district of Texas, and to provide for the holding of terms 
of court at Beaumont, Tex., and for the appointment of a clerk 
for said court; 

A bill (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for the pa 
invalid and other pensions of the United States for the 
ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes; and 

A bill pE R. 9742) to amend chapter III of the acts of the third 
session of the Fifty-third Congress. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented resolutions adopted by the 
Bryan Silver Club, of 5 Wash., favoring the recognition 
ot the independence of Cuba; which were referred to the Com- 


ent of 
cal year 


mittee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legisla- 
lation closing the crevasse in Pass a L’Outre at the mouth of the 
Mississippi River; which was referred to the Committee orn Com- 
merce, 

He also presented a petition of the board of library commis- 
sioners of Columbus, Ohio, and a petition of sundry citizens of 
Wyandot County, Ohio, praying Congress to recognize the inde- 
pendence of Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Cleveland Christian Endeavor 
Union, of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legisla- 
tion prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors in the United 
States Capitol; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented the petition of John Ward, of Sandusky, Ohio, 
late private in Company K, Third Ohio Cavalry, praying for the 
enactment of eg oor to correct his military record; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented sundry petitions of citizens of Ohio, praying 
for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the Trades League of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., praying for immediate amendment of the revenue 
laws so as to provide for the current expenses of the Govern- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SHERMAN, At the request of the Senator from South 
Dakota [Mr. KYLE], the chairman of the Committee to Establish 
the University of the United States, I present a communication 
from David Starr Jordan, president of Leland Stanford Junior 
University of California, transmitting the substance of his argu- 
ment before the Select Committee to Establish the University of 
the United States on the need of a national universi I move 
that the communication be printed and referred to the Committee 
to Establish the University of the United States. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL presented the petition of T. J. Deavitt, of Mont- 
pelier, Vt., praying that pensions be paid in bonds or notes bear- 
ing a low rate of interest; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Robert Brigham, late 

tmaster at Franklin, Pa., praying for the enactment of legisla- 

ion 5 for money lost by him through the failure 

of the Venango National Bank; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the board of managers of the 
Trades League of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the immediate 
amendment of the revenue laws so as to provide for the current 
expenses of the Government; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. : 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Allensville, Pa., 
praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

He also presented a petition of the board of managers of the 
Trades League of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the establishment 
of a department of trade and commerce; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McMILLAN pned the petition of M. E. Rumsey and 
100 other citizens of Michigan, anda petition of W. E. Boyden and 
25 other citizens of Michigan, praying for the passage of the so- 
os ia Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee on 

ance. 

He also presented a petition of 500 citizens of Elmira, N. V., 
praying for the enactment of legislation restoring the former law 
of the District of Columbia against Sunday traffic; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of 200 citizens of Elmira, N. Y., 

raying for the enactment of legislation raising the age of consent 
the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a memorial of the Society for the Promotion 
of 5 Science, of Lafayette, Ind., and a memorial of the 
faculty of the Ohio State University, of Columbus, Ohio, remon- 
strating against the passage of the bill to regulate the practice of 
vivisection in the District of Columbia; which were ordered to lie 
on the table. 

He also presented the petition of Frances E. Willard, president, 
and Katharine Lente Stevenson, secretary, of the National 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation raising the age of protection of girls to 18 years 
in the District of Columbia and the Territories; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 

He also presented the petition of Frances E. Willard, president 
and Katharine Lente Stevenson, secretary, of the Natio’ 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation prohibiting Sunday traffic in the District of 
8 was pas sas to the Committee on the District 

um 
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Mr. QUAY presented a petition of the Trades League of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., praying for the enactment of a revenue-producing 
measure; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented petitions of Golden Star Council, No. 6, 
Daughters of Liberty, of Middletown, Pa.; of Captain Colwell 
Post, No. 201, Grand Army of the Republic, of Carlisle, Pa., and 
of Lafayette Post, No. 217, Grand Army of the Republic, of Easton, 
Pa., praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. . 

Mr. PEFFER presented a petition of the 1900 Silver Club, of 
Manhattan, Kans., praying for the Sey pert of belligerent rights 
in Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. $ 

Healsopresenteda petition of the Trades League of Philadelphia, 
Pa., praying for immediate action on revenue measures; which 
was 3 to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of the Democratic central com- 
mittee of Cook County, III., remonstrating against removals from 
office for political reasons; which was referred to the Committee 
on Civil Service and Retrenchment. ‘ 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of the Council of Trades and 
Labor Unions of Detroit, Mich., praying for the passage of the so- 
called Lodge-Corliss immigration bill; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, 

Mr. GEAR presented the petition of James Ironside and sundry 
other citizens of Iowa, and the petition of M. M. Walker and 25 
other citizens of Iowa, praying for the e of the so-called 
1 tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee on 

nance. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by the I. G. White Post, 

Department of Iowa, Grand Army of the Republic, of Washing- 
ton, Iowa, favoring the so-called Cullom Cuban resolution and 

raying for the passage of the same; which were referred to the 

mmittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BURROWS presented the petition of S. Stearn and 41 
other citizens of Marcellus, Mich.; of George H. French and sun- 
dry other citizens of Homer, Mich.; of Sherwood & Griswold 
and sundry other citizens of Allegan, Mich., and of 38 citizens 
of Van Buren County, Mich., praying for the passage of the so- 
called Dingley tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee 
on ance. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of St. Paul, Minn., praying for the establishment of a department 
of commerce and manufactures; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of P. Cudmore and 137 other citi- 
zens of Faribault, Minn., praying for the enactment of legislation 

roviding for the purchase from Great Britain of the territory 

ing west of Duluth and Hudsons Bay; which was referred to 
the Jommittee on 1 Relations. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I desire to present a letter, in the shape of 
a petition, signed by Hon. Frank Jones, Hon. A. F. Howard, Hon. 
J. Albert Walker, and other leading citizens of the city of Ports- 
mouth, N. H., asking that an * be made for rebuild- 
ing the old ship Constitution. ese gentlemen say: 

The historic old ship Constitution, now lying at the Portsmouth Navy- 
Yard, is in a sinking condition, and if something is not done very soon she 
will be horona preservation. The people of New Hampshire are in favor 
of having her rebuilt, which appears to be the wish of the entire American 
FFC TVC 

I wish to call the attention particularly of my colleague [Mr. 
CHANDLER] and of the senior Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE], 
both of whom are members of the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
this very important matter. I hope the committee will see their 
way clear to making a favorable report in regard to the rebuilding 
of this old ship. l 7 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FRYE presented resolutions adopted by Burnside Post, No. 
47, Department of Maine, Grand Army of the Republic, of Au- 
burn, Me., Aerar ng the recognition of the Republic of Cuba; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BATE presented resolutions adopted by Ed. Maynard Post, 
No. 14, Department of Tennessee, Grand Army of the Republic, 
numbering 839 veterans of the late war, expressing sympathy 
with the patriots of Cuba, and praying that the United States 
take all lawful and honorable means to put an end to the cruel 
campaign of butchery and carnage which is now devastating that 
island;“ which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of Company C, Marble City 
Guards, Unattached Company National Guards of the State of 
Tennessee, relative to the death of General Maceo, and express- 
ive of sympathy for the patriots of Cuba; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 
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of northwest Missouri, on behalf of the passage of a bill to pro- 
hibit the sale of liquor in the Capitol building. I ask that the 
petition be referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HARRIS. I suggest to the Senator from Missouri that the 
petition should be referred to the Committee on Rules, 

Mr. COCKRELL. Is there a bill for this purpose before that 
committee? 

Mr. HARRIS. Yes; the Committee on Rules has control of 
the matter. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Then let the petition be referred to the 
Committee on Rules. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be so referred. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present the memorial of a joint committee 
appointed by the Medical Society of the District of Columbia to 
present the views of the medical and other scientific societies and 
educational institutions relative to NSH proposed legislation em- 
bodied in Senate bill 1552, entitled “A bill for the further preven- 
tion of cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia.” 

This joint committee is composed of Dr. S. C. 1 85 5 poor 
representing the District Medical Society; Dr. G. M. Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General United States Army, representing the Biological 
Society; Dr. D. E. Salmon, Chief of the Bureau of Animal Indus- 
try, representing the Agricultural Department; Dr. Walter Reed, 
Surgeon, United States Army, 8 the Medical Depart- 
ment of the United States eke Dr. D. S. Lamb, representing 
Howard University; Dr. C. W. Stiles, representing the George- 
town Medical School; Dr. E. A. De Schweinitz, representing the 
Columbian Medical School; Dr. H. N. Stokes, representing the 
Chemical Society of Washington; and Dr. W. M. Sprigg, repre- 
senting the National University. 

I ask that the memorial be received and printed and filed as a 
protest against the passage of the bill referred to, and that it be 


placed with the report in favor of that bill on the Calendar. 
ia Soa IDENT, In the absence of objection, it will be 
so order 


Mr. TURPIE presented a petition of sundry citizens of Frank- 
lin, Ind., praying Congress to recognize the independence of 
Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MORGAN. I present a memorial of the North Capitoland 
Eckington Citizens’ Association on the subject of a resolution 
passed by the House of Representatives a few days ago, which has 
not yet come to the Senate,in which the memorialists set forth 
their objections to the adoption of that resolution. The memorial 
is addressed to the Senate, andis signed by these gentlemen. I ask 
that it be printed, because it is a matter that I think Senators gen- 
erally would like to read. 

Mr. FRYE. Printed as a document, I suppose? 

Mr. MORGAN. Printed asa document. Let it be referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HALE. I am prany near the Senator from Alabama, but I 
could not hear a word he said. 8 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Alabama will 
please repeat his request. 

Mr. MORGAN. I presented a memorial on behalf of a citizens’ 
association here against the 8 by the Senate of a resolution 
which has passed the House on the subject of extending the time to 
the BOTA eS Railway Company for arranging their business. 

— x Is that the road which runs out to the boundary 
on the nort 


Mr. MORGAN. Yes; the Eckington line. 

Mr. GALLINGER. It runs near the Soldiers’ Home and to 
Brookland. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Alabama? The Chair hears none, and the me- 
morial will be referred to the Committee on the District of Colum- 


bia and printed. 
Mr. DANIEL presented a petition of the board of directors of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Richmond, Va., and a petition of the 


Board of Trade of Lynchburg, Va., praying for the establishment 
of a department of commerce and manufactures; which were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Democratic central com- 
mittee of ook County, III., remonstrating against removals from 
office on account of ‘‘pernicious political activity;” which was 
referred to the Committee on Civil Service and Retrenchment. 

He also presented the petition of R. G. Wright, A. R. Cocke, 
S. A. Austin, andsundry other citizens of Waynesboro, Va., pray- 
ing Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MURPHY presented the petition of Ira S. C. Lockwood 
and sundry other citizens of Madrid, Ind., praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation for the relief of the suffering Armenians in 


Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


Mr. COCKRELL. Ipresent a communication, in the nature of tions. 


a petition, from W. E. Bragg, president of the Second district 
Missouri Christian Endeavor 


nion, in behalf of 5,000 young | ing for the passage of the 


Mr. MILLS presented sundry petitions of citizens of Texas, pray- 
ed Dingley tariff bill; which were 


men and women belonging to this organization in fifteen counties referred to the Committee on Finance. 
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Mr. HARRIS. I present acommunication from H Hotter, 
secretary of the Memphis Cotton Exchange, of Memphis, Tenn., 
transmitting resolutions adopted at a meeting of sundry cotton 
growers and farmers of Memphis, Tenn., praying Congress to vote 

inst the passage of the Cu resolutions recently adopted by 
Committee on Foreign Relations. I move that the communi- 
cation and the accompanying resolutions lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon presented a petition of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Astoria, Oreg., praying that an appropriation 
be made for the preservation, extension, and improvement of the 
harbor at that city; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of Jeff Harney, headman, in be- 
half of himself and about 200 Siuslaw, Coos, and Umpqua Indians 
now living in Lane, Douglas, and Coos counties, Stute of Oregon, 
praying that an investigation be made of the circumstances by 
which they were wrongfully deprived of certain lands in that 
State, and also that relief be granted them by reasonable annui- 
ties or by a sum in gross; which was ref to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

NICARAGUA CANAL. 


Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. I present a petition of citizens of 
Oregon, praying for the passage of the bill in aid of the early con- 
struction of the Nicaraguan Canal under governmental control, 
and I ask unanimous consent of the Senate that I may occupy a 
few minutes, not exceeding ten or fifteen at most, in submitting 
some remarks on this question. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and the Senator from Oregon will proceed. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. Mr. President, I crave the indul- 
gence of the Senate for a few minutes that I may once more make 
an appeal for the early consideration of the bill now on the Cal- 
endar in aid of the s y construction of the Nicaragua Canal 
under the control of the Government of the United States. 

Although I have heretofore on many occasions, in conjunction 
with other Senators who are favorable to this great enterprise, 
urged at length the importance of this measure as one paramount 
to any that could engage the attention of Congress, I do not intend 
to desist from any proper efforts I may exert in furtherance of 
the passage of this bill until success shall attend these efforts. 

It will be remembered that the Senate, at the beginning of its 
last session, when reorganizing the committees of this body, in 
view of the vast amount of other business always e ing the 
attention of the Committee on Foreign Relations, and which com- 
mittee had, up to that time, jurisdiction of the Nicaragua Canal 
bill, organi a new committee called the Select Committee on 
Construction of the Nicaragua Canal, and to which committee 
was assigned exclusive jurisdiction of this important subject. 

That committee, as is known, is com of seven Senators, 
the distinguished Senator from Alabama [Mr. moraa being 
chairman, the other members being Senator PALMER of Lilinois, 
Senator Martin of Virginia, Senator HawLEy of Connecticut, 
Senator MITCHELL of Oregon, Senator SQUIRE of Washington, 
and Senator SEWELL of New Jersey. à 

This committee at the last session, and immediately after its 
organization, entered upon the consideration of a measure having 
foritspurpose the early construction of the Nicaragua Canal, under 
the direct control of the Government of the United States, and 
after a most thorough and careful consideration, perfected a meas- 
ure which received the approyal and cordial support of every 
member of that committee, and it was, on June 2 last, reported to 
the Senate by our an e chairman [Mr. MORGAN] accom- 

ed by a very careful and elaborate report pre by him, 
in which every phase of the project is discussed with great ability 
and circumstantiality, and which report also received the hearty 
approval of each member of such committee. The bill is now on 
55 Calendar of the Senate, and is number 1221 of the Order of 
Business, 

Of course, not being chairman of the committee having the bill 
in charge, but merely a member thereof, it is not my province to 
move its consideration, but knowing full well how earnestly desir- 
ous the distinguished chairman of the committee is of securing 
consideration at the very earliest practicable moment, I felt it my 
duty to cooperate with him in appealing to the Senate that this 
important measure may not be sidetracked by other, and in the 
main, infinitely lessim: t, matters which seem to beconstantly 

ing themselves to the front for consideration. 

Until the bill can be taken up for discussion, it would of course 
be ont of place for me to enter at length upon the arguments 
which to my mind are overwheiming in favor of this measure. 
These I have heretofore gone into at length on several occasions. 
And while my purpose at this time is toaid in 1 ae the 
consent of the lagga to an early consideration of this bill, it may 
not perbaps be out of place, with the indulgence of the Senate, to 
state briefiy the purport of the pending measure. 


The bill provides that the capital stock of the Maritime Canal 
Company of Nicaragua shall consist of 1.000, 000 shares of $100 each 
and be nonassessable, and no more than this number of shares 
shall be issued, except by the consent of Congress. 

It is further provided that if the Maritime Canal Company of 
Nicaragua s within one year from the passage of the act show 
to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury that all the 
stock of the company heretofore subscribed for or issued, except 
that heretofore issued to the Republics of Nicaragna and Costa 
Rica, has been called in, returned to, and canceled by the treasurer 
of the company, or satisfactory arrangements have made for 
the return and cancellation of said stock, and that bonds issued by 
said company and obligations to deliver bonds have been redeemed 
and canceled, or that satisfactory arrangements have been made 
for their redemption and cancellation, and that all liabilities of 
the said company have been satisfied and all contracts and agree- 
ments heretofore made by said company, including all contracts 
with the Nicaragua Canal Construction Company, have been can- 
celed, or that provision has been made for the satisfaction and 
cancellation of said contracts, then the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall, in behalf of the United States, subscribe for 700,000 shares of 
the capital stock of said company, and said company shall there- 
upon issue to the said Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States 700,000 shares of the capital stock, the same to be deposited 
with the Treasurer of the United States, and which stock shall be 
issued in consideration of the guaranty by the United States of 
the bonds of such company and shall be regarded as fully paid and 
nonassessable. 

It is further provided that in addition thereto 70,000 shares of 
nonassessable capital stock of said Maritime Canal Company of 
Nicaragua shall be issued and delivered to such person or persons 
as may be designated by those stockholders of the said company 
whose stock has been surrendered and canceled. 

The bill further provides that upon the issuance and delivery 
of the stock and bonds which the bill provides for, the board of 
directors of the company shall consist of 11 members, 1 to be 
appointed by Costa Rica, 1 by Nicaragua, 1 by the stockholders of 
the Maritime Canal Company other than the said Governments, 
and the remaining 8 to be appointed by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and 
removable by the President of the United States for cause. In 
case of a vacancy in the membership of directors appointed by the 
Président, the sameshall be filled by appointment by the President 
in the same manner for the unexpired term. 

It is further stipulated that no director appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall own, directly or indirectly, any 
stock or pecaniary interest in said company, nor shall any stock- 
holder, director, officer, or employee be connected in any manner 
with or interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract made by 
the said company for implements, equipment, material, or any- 
thing connected with the 8 or operation of 
said canal, and not more than four of said directors shall be 
appointed from one political party. 

t is further provided that at their first meeting the directors 
appointed by the President of the United States shall divide them- 
selves by lot into three classes, one of which shall consist of two 
directors who shall hold office for two years, one of three directors 
who shall hold office for four years, and one of three directors who 
shall hold office for six years and until their successors are a 
pointed and qualified, and their successors, respectively, shall hold 
office for six years. The director named by the holders of stock 
other than that held by the United States and the States of Nica- 
ragua and Costa Rica shall hold office for six years and until his 
successor is appointed and qualified. Six of the eleven directors. 
of whom five at least must be directors appointed by the President 
of the United States,shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business. The board of directors elect a president and 
vice-president from their number, and also a secretary and assist- 
ant secretary and treasurer, but neither the secretary nor the 
assistant secretary nor the treasurer shall be a director. 

It is further provided that the treasurer of said Maritime Canal 
Company shall give bond to said company in such sum as may bo 
fixed by the board of directors; and that the com tion of the 
directors shall be $5,000 per year, except the president, who shall 


receive $6,000 per year. The actual traveling ex incurred 
by said directors in the service of the company s be paid on 
approval of the same by the president of the The directors 


shall fix the salaries and compensation of all their employees, 
agents, and managers, including engineers not detailed for duty 
by the Secretary of War. 

Every director appointed by the President of the United States 
shall visit the canal and make a personal examination of the works 


at least once each year. And they shall on or before the 15th day 
of November of each year make and send to the President of the 
United States a full and complete report in writing of all the acts 
and doings of the company, with aclear and detailed statement of 


1896. 

the and condition of the work, er with their recom- 
mendations. A copy of said rt shall be laid before Congress 
by the President with his ann 


The bill further provides, after making provision for the can- 
cellation of all outstanding claims and stock of the Maritime 
Canal Company, that, to secure the means to construct and com- 
plete said and to meet the itures made on account 
thereof, the said Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua shall issue 
coupon or registered bonds, or both, of the said company, in denomi- 
nations of not less than $50 nor more than $1,000, to an amount not 
aay $100,000,000, to be dated on the Ist day of July, 1896, to 
be pa eon the 1st day of July, 1926, but redeemable at the pleas- 
ure of the United States at any time after the 1st day of July, 1906, 
at par with interest at the rate of 3 per cent per annum, payable 
quarterly on the ist days of October, January, April, and July of 
each year, from the delivery of the bonds to said company by the 
Secretary of the Treasury time to time. It is also provided 
that the President of the United States may at any time suspend 
the issue of said bonds until eigen SRTA being informed by him of 

8 


the reasons for such suspension, 1 otherwise direct. d said 
bonds shall be secured by a first mo: on its pro and 
rights of property now existing or hereafter acquired, of all kinds 


and mixed, of all franchises and 
rights of the said company, including its rights and franchise to 
be a ration. Such mortgage shall contain a provision for a 
sinking fund sufficient for the payment of said bonds at maturity. 
Such mo: shall be so framed as to be valid asa first lien 
under the laws of Nicaragua and Costa Rica. The form and 
sufficiency of such mortgage as the first lien upon the Nicaragua 
Canal and of the provision for the sinking fund shall, before 
execution, be approved by the Attorney-General of the United 


and descriptions, real, 


States, and the trustees named in such mortgage shall be approved 
by the Secre of the Treasury. It is further provided such 
mortgage shall executed in triplicate by the officers of 


dul 

said company, and shail be recorded in the office of the Secretary 
of the ury in Washington, and in the proper offices in 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica, to be designated by the said States; 
and as additional security for the payment of said bonds, and to 
save the United States harmless by reason of its guaranty of the 
same, a first lien is created by the bill in favor of the United 
States upon the Nicaragua Canal. 

The bill further 1 that the said mortgage bonds shall be 
repared, engraved. 1 at the Bureau of 3 
rinting, in the city of Washington, at the expense of said Mari- 

time Canal Company of Nicaragua, and, after being duly executed 
by the officers of sai company, shall be deposited in the Treasury 
of the United States at Washington, and shall be issued by the 
Secretary of the Treasury from time to time to the said Maritime 
Canal Company of Nicaragua only as the work on the Nicaragua 
Canal progresses. Before the issue of said bonds by the Secretar, 
of the Treasury he shall cause to be engraved and printed an 
duly executed on each of said bonds the guaranty of the United 
States, in the words and figures following, to wit: The United 
States of America antees to the la holder of this bond the 
payment by the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua of the 
principal of said bond and the interest m as it accrues.” 
And the Secretary of the Treasury is, by the pending bill, author- 
ized and directed, if the interest on said bonds as it becomes due 
is not paid into the Treasury of the United States by the Maritime 
Canal Company of Nicaragua, to pay the same, and the sum 
required for that purpose is, by this bill, appropriated ont of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. And all pay- 
ments of principal of said bonds, or the interest thereon, shall | be 
made through the Treasury of the United States. 

The bill further provides that the Maritime Canal Company of 
Nicaragua shall pay into the Treas of the United States the 
interest on the guaranteed bonds provided for as it becomes due, 
and the guaranty of the United States shall not be held or con- 
strued as lessening the liability of said company as the principal 
obligor in said bonds. Upon the failure of said company to pay 
the interest as it becomes due on said bonds, and upon the pay- 
ment of such interest by the United States, the said company shall 
be charged with and shall pay to the United States the amounts 
paid by the United States on such guaranty, with interest annually 
at 4 per cent until paid. 

The bill farther provides that the said canal shall be constructed 
under the supervision and according to the pans and specifications 
prepared by the Engineer Department of the United States Army. 

The President of the United States, upon the recommendation 
of the Chief of the Engineer Corps of the United States Army, 
shall, under the ees of this bill, detail three competent en- 
gineers from the War Department to enter regularly the service of 
the Maritime Canal Company, and said engineers shall select one 
of their number as chief engineer, and thereafter shall detail such 
additional number as may be required from time to time by the 
board of directors for the construction of said canal, provided the 
game can be done without detriment to the public service. 
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That it shall be the duty of the chief engineer in making his 
surveys and estimates, and of the directors in letting contracts, to 
divide the work into such sections and parts as will secure the 
completion of said canal with the utmost ER ae ier 

It is further provided that the President of the United States may 

and is authorized, in his discretion, at any time to appoint a board o 
three civil engineers, the members of which shall be selected from 
civil life, to visit and carefully inspect the route of the said canal 
and to make and conduct such examinations and investigations in 
reference to the same as may be deemed necessary, and to report 
thereupon to the President of the United States. And the sum of 
$200,000 is appropriated for the pu ofsuch examinations and 
investigations by said board of civil engineers. 
The bill er stipulates that the board of directors shall 
quarterly file with the Secretary of the Treasury a detailed state- 
ment of the work done and the expenses incurred therefor during 
the 8 quarter, and the amount due and payable thereon, 
together with all other expenses incurred by said sent and on 
his examination and approval of said statement he shall issue and 
deliver to said board of Riractors bonds sufficient at their par value 
to cover the amount approved by him. 

It is also provided that the said Maritime Canal Company shall 
not issue any bonds or mortgages except as provided for in this 
bill, and shall not indorse or guarantee the paper, contract, or 
obligation of any person, persons, or corporation whatsoever, 
except as herein provided, and no contract shall be entered into 
or purchase made by said company beyond the amount of bonds 
authorized to be issued by this bill. 

It is also provided that the bonds so issued to said directors shall 
be di of by them at not less than their par value, and the 
proceeds arising from such sales shall be paid into the treasury of 
the canal company, to be used for the purposes specified in the bill. 

It is further provided that poop, Sas shall at all times have the 
power to alter, amend, or repeal this proposed act. 

There are various other important provisions in the bill, all 
tending to place not only the construction of this great work, but 
also its operation and management, after it is constructed, under 
the direct and absolute control of the Government of the United 
States, and all tending, moreover, to authorize its early completion. 

While the construction of the Nicaragua Canal as provided for 
in the ding bill will be of vast benefit to every section of the 
United States, and would be a controlling factor in both internal 
and external commerce, a regulator not only of freight rates, but 
of the distances of transportation lines, and with resultant bene- 
fits of incom ble character to the whole people, it is neverthe- 
less a fact that that section of the country which I in re 
sent—the Pacific Coast States—would by the construction of this 
great work be advantaged immeasurably beyond that of any other 
section, and hence it is the people of that section, irrespective of 

y, are justly earnest in their demands for early legislation on 
is important subject. 

The mere statement of the benefits that must inevitably accrue, 
as all must concede, to the people of California, Oregon, and Wash- 
ington, and those of adjacent States, is of itself a most convincing 
and unanswerable argument in favor of the speedy consideration 
and passage by Congress of this measure. 

To the wheat growers and producers of other cereals in those 
States, the producers of wool, hops, fruit, and other agricultural 
products, and of lumber and its manufactured products, to those 
engaged in our salmon and cod fisheries, the construction of the 
eee Canal is of most vital importance. These producers 
are Y, by reason of enormous freight rates, not only between 
Pacific coast ports and Liverpool and other 5 where 
they must dispose of their surplus products, especially of wheat, 
hops, salmon, but also between Pacific and Atlantic ports of both 
the United States and South America, in the latter of which—I 
mean the Atlantic ports of the United States—they must find a 
market for their surplus wool, fruits, lumber, and many other 
eat absolutely at the mercy not only of the foreign pro- 

ucer of those products, but also of those of the States east of the 
ae Mountains, more especially of those east of the Missouri 

iver. 

At present, to reach the principal market for our surplus wheat, 
salmon, and hops in European ports, our producers and shippers 
are compelled to p by the circuitous route doubling Cape 
Horn, a distance from San Francisco of 14,690 miles, and from 
Oregon and 5 ports a still greater distance. By the 
construction of the Nicaragua Canal this water route to Liver- 
pool and other European ports in the same latitude would be re- 

uced in length to the enormous extent of 6,996 miles, a saving 
within a fraction of 7,000 miles, reducing the distance from 14,690 
miles to 7,694 miles. 

Again, the sole water route at present between the ports of the 
Pacific and Atlantic coasts—that is, between Portland, Oreg., for 
instance, and the port of New York—is about 15,440 miles, and 
between San Francisco and New York 14,840 miles. By the con- 

is distance will be shortened 


struction of the Nicaragua Canal this 


326 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


DECEMBER 21, 


nearly 10,000 miles; to be entirely accurate, about 9,894 miles, or, 
— differently, the distance of the water route then between 
our Pacific and Atlantic ports will be reduced from 14,840 miles, 
taking San Francisco as a Pacific coast port, to 4,946 miles. 

It is estimated the construction of this canal will result in 


reducing water freight rates from the Pacific ports of San Fran- 
cisco, Portland, Yaquina, Coos Bay, Siuslaw, Tillamook, Astoria, 
and other California and Oregon portsand Puget Sound ports not 
less than $2 per ton below the present rates by Cape Horn, to say 
nothing of the great saving of time in the voyage by reason of the 
immense shortening in distance. Estimating that the Pacific 
Coast States have a surplus of 2,000,000 tons of wheat—it was 
over 1,800,000 tons three years ago—a saving of $2 per ton would 
be a saving annually to the wheat growers alone of the Pacific 
Coast States, to say nothing of the producers of lumber, hops, 
salmon, and other products, of $4,000,000 annoaly or an amount 
more than sufficient to meet any possible annua liability of the 
Government under the proposed guaranties of the pending bill. 

But not only so. The construction of this maritime canal will 
have a contro ling influence in regulating freight rates on wool, 
lumber, the products of lumber, fruits, salmon, furs, and other 
products of the Pacific States, the markets for which are in Bos- 
ton, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and other Atlantic ports. 
As a regulator of freight rates on the several transcontinental 
lines of railroad, no expedient could possibly be so effective as the 
construction of the Nicaragua Canal. The provisions of the inter- 
state-commerce act and the labors and decisions of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission haye done much good in this direction, 
but the opening of this great competitive water route would do 
more toward reducing, regulating, and . 
charges across the continent each way on all kinds and character 
of traffic than all other influences combined. 

And in addition to all this, the construction of this great mari- 
time work will lend a stimulus to the development of the immeas- 
urable resources of the Pacific States, including those of Alaska, 
which can not but be marvelous in effect. 

I have heretofore considered at length, and especially in a 

h delivered in this body on January 7, 1895, the constitu- 
tional objections urged against the power of Congress to enact 
this proposed legislation. I have also heretofore urged the vast 
importance of the work, considered from a naval point of view. 
I have also discussed at length, not only the feasibility and prac- 
ticability of this work, but also its undoubted success, when com- 
pleted, as a business enterprise. The fact is, if this great work 
when completed Wa pronaos even one-fourth of the revenues of 
the Suez Canal annually the company would be able to meet every 
possible liability of the Government of the United States under 
the pending bill, leaving a surplus of two or three million dollars 
annually to the company. 

But as the bill is not now up for consideration, I must not detain 
the Senate. My purpose at this time is to cooperate with and aid 
the distinguished chairman of the committee having this subject 
in charge in inducing the Senate to give its consent to take up this 
bill for consideration at the earliest possible date consistent with 
the consideration of appropriation and other important and nec- 
essary measures. 

I ask that the petition lie on the table, as the bill on the subject 
is pending before the Senate. 

e VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I wish to say to the Senator 
from Oregon and to the Senate that I should have asked the Sen- 
ate to proceed to the consideration of the Nica: an Canal bill 
before this but for the fact that I was informed that the Senator 
from Oregon would probably be out of his seat for some time to 
come, sid I was not willing to undertake the discussion of this 
great measure in his absence. I now find that I was entirely mis- 
informed, and so I shall endeavor to secure the early consideration 
of the subject by the Senate. I wish to add that I am very much 
delighted with the presentation of this matter to-day by the 
Senator. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BERRY, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 7945) to provide for the entry of lands 
in Greer County, Okla., to give preference rights to settlers, and 
for other purposes, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. FRYE. from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3127) to provide for the medical inspection of 
emigrants at the port of debarkation, askedto be discharged from 
its further consideration, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Immigration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FRYE. I report back from the Committee on Commerce 
the bill (H. R. 6399) to amend the laws relating to American sea- 
men, with an amendment in the nature of a substitute, it being 
the Senate bill already reported from the committee touching the 
same subject and now on the Calendar. I ask that the substitute 
may be adopted without reading, and that the bill as amended 
may take the place of Order of Business 898, being the bill (S. 


2226) to amend the laws relating to American seamen, and that 
Senate bill 2226 be indefinitely postponed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. there objection? The Chair hears 
no objection, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. FRYE. I am also directed by the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2663) to amend the laws re- 
lating tonavigation, toreportit with an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute, which the committee has hitherto reported as a 
Senate bill and which is now on the Calendar. I ask that the sub- 
stitute may be adopted without reading, and that the bill as 
amended take the p on the Calendar of Order of Business 383, 
being the bill (S. 187) to amend the laws relating to navigation, 
and that Senate bill 187 be indefinitely postponed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Isthereobjection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

. FRYE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 2672) concerning tonnage tax, reported it 
without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
joint resolution (S. R. 165) relating to the St. Johns River, Flor- 
ida, and bar at the entrance to the river, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
reported sundry amendments to the bill (S. 8364) to authorize 
Lieut. Col. W. H. Forwood and Dr. George H. Penrose to accept 
certain testimonials from the Argentine Government. 

Mr. GEAR, from the Committee on Agriculture, submitted a 
report to accompany the bill (5.353) to provide for fixing a uni- 
form standard of classification and grading of wheat, corn, oats, 
barley, and rye, and for other purposes, reported by him from 
that committee on the 16th of May, 1896. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill a R. 7500) to grant a pension to Mrs. Ketu- 
rah Wilson, widow of James Wilson, deceased, reported it with- 
out amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA. 


Mr. CAMERON. Iam instructed by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. 163) 
acknowledging the independence of Cuba, to report it with 
amendments. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be placed 
on the Calendar. A x 

Mr. CAMERON. I submit herewith from the committee a 
report which I ask to be printed in the usual form and also in the 
RECORD, and after being printed I ask that the accompanying 

rs be placed on the files of the Senate. 
8 te VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, it will be so or- 
ered. 

Mr. CAMERON. I ask that 500 additional copies of the report 
be printed for the use of the Senate document room. 

r. SHERMAN. And that the joint resolution be postponed 
until after the paa recess. . 

Mr.CAMERON. Iwas going to state that nothing will be done 

with the subject, so far as the committee is concerned, until after 


the holidays. 
Mr. HALE. The Senator makes that statement. I did not hear 


him. 

Mr. CAMERON. I made the statement very distinctly that the 
committee would ask for no action so far as they are concerned 
until after the holiday recess, 

Mr. BACON. We are unable to hear on this side. 

Mr. HALE. No action will be asked until after the holidays, 

Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. MORGAN addressed the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio, 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire the privilege of the floor to submit a 
report on the question of Cuba additional to that which has just 
been laid before the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the Senator 
from Alabama for that 3 

Mr. MORGAN. On behalf of myself and the Senator from 
Texas [Mr. MILLs], I submit an additional report, fully concur- 
ring in the report of the committee, but stating some additional 
facts which have come to our attention and which we think are 
important for the purpose of supporting the conclusions at which 
the committee have arrived. 

Mr. FRYE. I hope the Senator will ask that it shall be printed 
with the other report. 

Mr. MORGAN. I do make that request. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

The matter referred to is as follows: 


Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, submitted the 
following report (to accompany 8. R. 163): 

Congress at its last session, after long and patient consideration, adopted 
your committee that the 


with practical unanimity the view Sd aparing i ore “ 
on wi or the recognition o 


time Had come for resuming interven 


the independence of Cuba. Spain having n listen to any represen- 
tation founded on an understanding between herself and the insurgents, and 


1896. 
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Congress having pledged itself to friendly intervention, the only question 
that remains tots decided is the nature of the next step to be taken, with 
proper re; to the customs and usages of nations. 

Before decid: this question, your committee has 8 to examine 
JVV)VCFCCCCC0CCTC0FVVCTCCCCTTCTCCCCT(T0TCT(TCT(T(T(T(T(T(TCT(T(TTTTT he taaaiey 

mt es c ependence by right of revo ing 

5 led SOMEN AE because the right of revolt or 

insurrection, if insurrection can be p y 

instance except one to have carried with it a correspond: 

For convenience, we have regarded both insu’ tervention as 

ly pee and have attempted to ascertain the limits within which 

these rights have been exercised, and their force admitted by the general 
consent of nations. 

The long duration of the French revolutionary wars, which disturbed the 
entire world for five and twenty years, and left it in a state of grees confusion, 
fixed the beginning of our modern international Py raccoons at the year 1815, in 
the treaties of Vienna, of Paris, and of the Holy ce. The settlement of 
local disturbances, under the influence of the powers parties to these treaties, 

roceeded without serious disagreement until 1821, when the Greeks rose in 

nsurrectis the Sultan. The modern precedents of European insur- 
rvention, where independence was the issue involved, began 


1. Greece—1821-1827. 


The revolution broke out in Greece at the end of March, 1821. Withina 
month the rebels got possession of all the open country and all the towns ex- 
cept so far as they were held by Turkish ons. e Sultan immediately 
called all Mussulmans to arms; the G. Patriarch was hung at the door of 
his own church at Constantinople; several hundred merchants were massa- 
cred; povara] Hendea Christian churches were destroyed, and the Russian 
am or ins 

Russia was then the head of the Holy Alliance—the union of R Austria, 
and Prussia which had crushed Napoleon and anteed the peace of Euro 
The Greek revolution was the work of liberal forces which had produced the 
disturbances of 1789, and which the Holy Alllance existed chiefly to combat. 
No government in Europe sympathized with the Greek rebels. Austria was 
entirely hostile. England and Pma followed the same impulse. France 
feared intervention on account of her royalist dynasty. Even Russia, the 


on 
rection and in 
with Greece. 


only power which must profit by weakening Turkey, was interested in reyo- 
lutionizing the principalities, but not in revoluti Greece. 
This 8 fear of innovation ca’ part of the interest sud - 


no 
denly developed in the practices of international law and its limitations for 
the ad van of legitimate 5 The neutrality acts of the United 
States and of England took pe in 1818 and 1819. The great powers of Eu- 
rope held ners after congress for the international settlement of political 
and even difficulties—at Aix in 1818; at Carlsbad in 1819; at Vienna in 
820; at u, October-December, 1820; at Laibach from January to May, 
821; and su ently at Vienna and Verona in the last six months of 18 
t ppau, in November, 18%, the three powers of Russia, Austria, and 
united in signing a protocol exp y intended to assert the right of 
tervention in all cases where a European power ‘should suffer, in its inter- 
nal régime, an alteration brought about by revolt, and the results of which 
are menacing for other States’. The language of this protocol had much todo 
th the su nent course of events: 

Faithful to the principles they have proclaimed and the respect due to 
the authority of every legitimate government, as well as to every act which 
emanates from its free „the ed Powers will e to refuse their rec- 
ognition to chai consummated by ill meth When States where 
such changes have been effectuated shall cause other countries to fear, 
by their proximity, an imminent danger, and when the A) Powers can 
exercise in regard to them an efficacious and beneficent action, they will em- 

loy, in order to restore them to the bosom of the Alliance, at first friendly 

rocesses; in the second place, a coercive force, if the exercise of that force 
mes in usable.“ 3 

England and France did not join in this declaration or in the intervention 
in Naples, which was its immediate object, but the Alliance acted systemat- 
ically on the principle thus laid down, which was in the full ene: of its 
operation, when four months afterwards the Greeks broke into revo 

For t reasons the Greek insurrection assumed t importance in the 
eyes of all the civilized world and in the history of international relations. 
Other revolts were directed merely a local authority and aimed to 


subvert a d. ox an op; ve rule. The Greeks Sought for independ- 
ence; and since the Declaration of Independence by the United States in 1776 
insurrection, had been 1 


a new nationality, based on successful 


urope. 

Russia almost instantly began by calling the attention of the allies to her 
claim that thé whole Greek race, whether in Greece proper, or in the islands, 
or in the prin ties, were of Ene under Russian protection. This decla- 
ration was e June 22, 1821, within three months of the outbreak of the 
revolution and two years before the Monroe doctrine” took shape. It was 
coldly received by all the powers except while the Turkish Govern- 
ment rejected with indignation a simultaneous warning from Russia in the 
form of an ultimatum, dated June 28, that the further coexistence of Turkey 
with other European States would Gepend on her conduct in this matter, 
which wasa European and universal interest that Russia claimed the peculiar 
right to defend. Under these circumstances the Russian ambassador left 
Constantinople August 10, 1821. 

The concessions demanded by Russia in her ultimatum did not then include 
any settlement of the Greek ins ion. They chiefly concerned the 

ties. An entire year passed before the other powers succeeded in 

ging Turkey to concessions that openga & posi ty, of restoring her 
diplomatic relations with Russia and dealing with the subjects in dispute. 
Only when at last the powers induced Turkey to consent to allow her affairs 
to be discussed in a general conference did Russia insist that the Greek insur- 
rection should be included among the subjects of mediation. The Turkish 
Government dec the most energetic language that it would never 
admit of such interference or consent to make the affairs of Greece a subject 
of negotiation with Russia. In the face of this declaration, made in July, 
1822, the other powers, led by Austria and rad jpegs b oe under the 
horror roused by the massacre of Chios, abandoned phate joa tg Russia 
and their dread of insurrection so far as to join in iting that Turkey 
should yield, and that the affairs of Greece should be made the subject of 
ge intervention. But, in spite of this pressure, Turkey did not yield, and 

e powers held new conferences at Vienna and at Verona which till 
December, 1822, and which, while deciding on inter vention in Italy and Spain, 
ended by yielding to Turkey an indefinite postponement of the Greek dis- 

te. Ta this postponement Russia seemed cordially to acquiesce. The 
Bread of revolution overcame for the moment the other interests of the 
Russian people. 

In the whole discussion, from March, 1821, until Jan | the right of 
intervention was never disputed,except by Turkey. On that point the whole 
law was stated in conversation between the British ambassador and the 
Turkish minister. The Turk took the ground that everything had been done 
by Turkey if she had satisfied her treaty obligations. Fory ngas against 


Russia,“ replied Strangford, the British Ambassador, but not as rega: 
allies and Zalends of the porte. Acco to Turkish law it was not allowed 
to leave a house in a condition that en 


Government believed it had restored the old solidity of the wall, but 
he (Lord Strangford) fi they were mistaken." God forbid,” said the 
Turk, but in any case this would be our affair, not yours.” * forbid, 


is 
repeated Lord Strangford, “for this is our affair as well as yours.” 


became pome minister of E 

ernment had identified i with the Turkish Government, and had over- 
— 4 — the line of neutrality in order to assist the Turkish —— — by sen 
a d. Lord Castlereagh and Lord Strangford avowedly co: 0 the 
Greeks as a worthlessand mongrel race, incapable of self-government, whose 
claims were to be wholly rejected. George Ng held that the ter 
danger to ner and welfare of Europe was the Holy Alliance and its 
tem of political interference; but in the case of Greece, where the Holy A 
ance had refrained from interfering, while it was actively repressing dis- 
turbances in Spain and Italy, Canntie held that intervention was proper, 
and that the duties and interests of England required her to intervene. 
chief anxiety was to bring about his object without war between any of the 


parties. 8 

He began recognizing Greek be rency. The Greeks issued a proc- 
lamation 8 a strict blockade of the 8 of Patras and Lepanto: : and 
83 the Io high commissioner, on the 17th of November, 1824, recog- 
nized this communication from 


rsons exercising the functions of govern- 
ment in Greece,” and ordered 


ships and boats of whatever descripti 
bearing the I flag, to respect the same in the most strict and e 
manner.“ 


This seems to have been the step which led to Canning’s somewhat famous 
definition of the nature of bellige: in 1825. The Turkish Government,” 


ren 
we are told, “complained that the British Government allowed to the Greeks 


a be nt character, and observed that it . to forget that to sub- 
jects in rebellion no national character could properly belong.“ To this 
remonstrance ing replied through the Bri resident at Constanti- 


of 
treated as a bellig- 
erent, and, even if their title were questionable, rendered it the interes 
well unde of all ci nations so to treat them.” 

This proposition must have seemed somewhat ers to Canning, for 
in applying it to the special case of Greece he added that “a power or com- 
munity, it which you will, which was at war with another and which cov- 
ered the sea with its cruisers, must either be acknowledged as a belligerent 
or dealt with as a pirate.“ At that time no other power than England, and 
Turkey least of admitted the necessity of this alternative, since the 
had then lasted four years without produ it; but what no other 
was ready to admit in 1825 became the acce law of all Europe in 1861, ina 
form much more pronounced. Although this dictum of Canning's was never, 
so far as we know, officially published. it was quoted by Lord John Russell, 
then Her 8 secretary of state for foreign affairs, in the speech 
which he made in the House of Commons May 3 as his single and suffi- 
cient authority to Prey 5 the step upon which he and his colleagues in the 
Government had decided of g the belligerency of the power or 
community ” which he officially ed the Southern Confederacy of Amer- 
ica," and which at that time had nota ship at sea or an army on land, and 
which had given as yet no official evidence of a war to the British Govern- 
ment. Simultaneously the same action was adopted by the Government of 
France, which “concurred entirely in the views of Her esty’s Govern- 
ment.“ and whose concurrence, in the absence of protest or objection by any 
other power, made Russell’s view the accepted po of Euro 


Canning's Urs ey pen of Greek belligeren 825, as . the joint 
recognition of “the Southern Confederacy of rica! in 1861, was only the 


first step toward an anticipated s m of intervention. To this subject 
we shall be ob! to return after the further story of the Greek p ent 
has been told. ning followed up the recognition of belligerency by mak- 


ing a direct offer of assistance to the Greeks. Early in the year 1824 a paper 


pepo to be a plan of pacification for Greece, drawn u) the court of 
t. Peters i hadappenrad in the Eu ttes,and although noone 
ci 


received it, no one — dis- 

rincipalities, under kish garrisons, with an internal organization to be 
Puaranteed by the combined powers. The Greek Govertimenk, alarmed at 
trance, and an appeal to 


wrote to Canning a sang remons' 
the help and protection of England. The letter reached Canning November 
ring the Greek blockade. His 


to 
er powers. This appears to the British 
Government all that can reer be asked of them.” 

The Greeks, whose military position was desperate, at length decided not 
only to act on Canning’s suggestion, but to place themselves absolutely in the 
hands of Great Britain. they did by a formal act in June, 18%. The 
trust was declined, but Canning, strengthened by this authority, was enabled 
to draw Russia away from Austrian influence, and to negotiate in St. Peters- 
burg, in the form of a protocol, dated April 4, 1826, an agreement for a joint 
offer of mediation to Turkey for the pacification of Greece. Upon this pro- 
toco! rests the diplomatic value of the subsequent intervention: 

His Britannic jesty, having been requested by the Greeks to interpose 
his good offices in order to obtain their reconciliation with the Ottoman 
Porte, having in compgnaace offered his mediation to that Power. and bein 
desirous of concerting the measures of his Government with His Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Russias; and His Imperial Majesty, on the other hand, 
being equally animated by the desire of putting an end to the contest of which 
Greece and the Archipelago are the theater, by an arrangement which shall 
be consistent with the principles of religion, justice, and humanity, have 


1. That the arrangement to be proposed to the Porte, if that Government 
should accept the proffered mediation, should have for its object to place the 
Greeks toward the Ottoman Porte in the relation hereafter mentioned: 

Greece should be a dependency of that Empire," etc. * * * 

Canning wished to save Turkey from Russian Saqression: but Turkey re- 
fused to be saved. The Sultan would listen to no mediation between himself 
and his revolted subjects, least of all at a moment when his military ‘ition 
warranted in feeling sure of success in subduing the revolt. other 

ear passed without bringing the issue toa point. Then France joined with 

ngland and Russia, and the three Powers, on the 5th of July, 1827, united in 
a formal treaty, signed in London, which committed them to armed interven- 
tion in case the Sultan should still reject their proffered mediation within 
the space of one month. 

The preamble to this treaty set forth the motives which led the three sov- 

tarvone: 


to in 8 
Penetrated with the necessity of putting an end to the sanguinary con- 


8 Turkish 
and in intel on tho basis food not accept within one month the posed media- 
tion 75 8 should prevent further hostili by their squad- 
rons 

The Turkish Government, August 30, reiterated its decided, Sg eer po) 
final, and unchan; day the ambas to receive any ition on behalf of 
Greeks. gone nex Ke the ambassadors sent e orders to inele 


tothe rene t ot the British 
October 20, 1827. 
2. BeLarum—1890. 


asn next revolution nation that claimed RES on the ground of 
the right of revolution was the Belgian. 
ma ahaa or gag —— —— z 
were in one over 
8 "united in oio Kingdom, known as that of fhe Netherland I 
of the Netherlands. 
Mal er the — eg ot way 1880, occurred it 1 to 
therlands. ward the en August, 1830, 
Tai became eo Slots ae to threaten grave — — 8 as well as 


Rear identical with notes to 
trac! 


ting 3 to thet aard Fi of 1815, order, since 
5 to support the Kingdom the —— the 
state of Euro 
Representatives of the four povera and with them N tative of 
France met in London, November 4, 1830, and ad: 
His Majesty the King of = Netherlands ha invited the Courts of 
Great Britain areca nag he and R in their psa of 


tory to the ties of Paris and Vienna, which 
m of the Wotherlands, to deliberate in concert with His 
an end to the troubles woon have broken out Sn 


his States; and the above named ha enced, even before 
receiving this invitation, a warm desire to the shortest possibi 
Goar: eve Sn and the eftusion 8 blood, ha ve 3 


of the Netherlands, ignoring his 
o ve mhea p A tos — — and“ “to. deli te in concert.” thout con- 
diate armis with or See g King W: illiam, the Five Powers imposed an imme- 


r 18, 1 and 
y the powers. in their seventh sniper 


wh names w 
lomacy—Talle Lieven, Esterhasy, 
out the pe er Apa even an invitation v 
minister, a protocol whi-h announced inter- 

with the abrupt recognition of the rev- 


vernmen 

The plen. ot —— of the five courts having received the formal adhe- 
sion of Government to the proposed to it, and which the 
King of the n discussing an ms 2 accepted. * the conference will oc- 


cupy itself in discussin; ers Beigt the nor ATT: ments most Aey r 
8 the future “independence. ith the interests d the 


sonny of the other powers, and 5 of the 3 dali 
— 
The Netherlands minister immediately recorded, December 22, a formal pro- 
. and a reservation of King William's right to decide on “such ulterior 

measures as should be taken in the double interests of his own dignity and 
the well-being of his faithful sub 

A few da ter, J. 8 ee 2 entered ie still sore 9 k 
test. In strong and digni r the King's Government po! ou 
to the Five Powers the extreme 5 of the new precedent they had 
established in international law: 


as 20 onl: ly ren remedy, to sanction the results of areyolt which was pro- 
Tokea by no legitimate the stability of all 


thrones, the social order of all states, and the happiness, the repose, and the 
prosperity of all es. 

“Independent of soli established between the different members 
of the Ew as sovereign of ses — of the 


ropean system, His 
Netherlands, has seen in it an attack 


* If the treat 01 * 
3 W „from th po moment fixed the he lot on the gh 

2 on their 
— 


uni 
diti for valuable consideratio uiring the sacrifice of several 
Of their colonies, the i fe . piaco of the south- 


but that 


to make them tend to the emberment of the lom.’ À 
Without noticing this protest. the conference ed, on = an 27, 1881 

to e and other of the new State. the powers 

on the 4th of June, elected a King who was instantly 

On the 26th of June the conference ado; another series of eighteen 

The King of. Ho! ed, July that these new 


y in the interests of Belgium and to the | 3 
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DECEMBER 21, 


of France ting immediate succor of a corps of 
and 3 irae for concert with 8 powers the arenes 


the Governments of France ge 
— — —— concert, announced that 5 
forces in e and 3 th tish 5 Novem- 
g Dutch ships and blockaded the Dutch coast, while the 
French army, 5 14, formally laid siege to Antwerp. 
3. POLAND—1831. 

While the Belgian revolution was go on, a rebellion broke out in the 
ancient Kingdom of eri and on the 25th of January, 1831, the Polish diet 
declared Czar N no longer King of Poland, and e a regency 

Adam George 


land, abandon- 
eir naval and 


O OW! ht of revolution, was the only 

1 A ly to inte: „but for the 

his interest in France absorbed all his energy. Much 

Dope sgar sympathy was felt for th a Poles, and in esc — — —.— the end 

of his life, f. a Polish committee ir assistance. 

Before the question could uire 
founded on the power of the re 

crushed 


the rebellion, and —.— possession of 
struggle rely nine mon and from the first 
its result was universally ed as — aa or in the highest degree 
unpromising to the success of the revolution. As a diplomatic precedent it 
—.— to have no value, except as far as it offered an example of the 3 
of Se s ta 15 3 insurrection had shown the power of England and 
union, 


4. Huncary—1849, 
The people who claimed 


momen 
ptember 8 
next European peopl eens ae anindependent mem- 
ber 5 of nations seems to have been the ao 
On the lith A Beil. 1849, thi —. 5 declared Hungary an 
independent State and ‘the. ee 
throne. ERA next history, geogra ne Diet th provisional president. 
gard to portance, a mili 
rights, H was nota pew ey counti Its Government existed from time 
immemorial and its eg gece its 5 was as complete as that of 


(Aree ied deposed from the 
thispeaple be no 1 ee excuse or explain their cosines ce thi 
overnment had nearly 150,000 men 


arms at chat moment. Tens 8 peror could hardly dispose of a 

r force for the pu of conquest. 
e Toe young Emperor Sapha instantly a: led for aid to the Czar 
icholas of Russia, who instantly intervened. o Czar issued a manifesto 
Nio 27, sta the facts and the grounds on which his intervention was 
believed to be Pay ap This paper founded the right of intervention not 
bert he oes the belligerent, but on his stre Russia asse as 


a principle that because if she did not intervene Hun- 
Agen pec ee ner independence. 
“ insurrection in eee KR nes began the manifestoof April 27, 1849, has 
of late made so much pr eres Russia can not possibly remain inactive. 
en 


one another on this point of common interest, our troops eee conse- 
quenti 1 into Galicia to cooperate with Austria against the H 
meu a peg vernments that are equally interested in the 
not misunderstand our motives of action. 
ror (Nicholas) as) is sorry" bev t the passive and expectant position 
which he hithe: still he remains faithful to the 8 
of his former declarati ae in granting toevery State the right to arrange 
its own political constitution according to 7 own mind, and refraining from 
interfe: a with s any alterations — Mas. orm ot government which such 
States might Kank peones to make, His reserved to himself his full 
liberty of action in case F ons near him should tend to 
ce rt his own safety or the political equilibrium on the frontiers of his 
Empire. Annual Register, 2 pago 833. 
This precedent tended to esta he right of every government to inter- 
vene ini the affairs of foreign States whenever their situation should “tend 
to en er its own safety or the political 9 on its frontier.” As 


far as is known, every other government in the world tacith miesced in 
— establishment of this 3 isis, 
an 


government recorded a Protest it was that of the United States, but 
5 aap mn States protested onl aly by info inference from the acts and lan- 


the President. On March Administration of 8 
Fapfor b. „and the Russian 8 in EOT took afew weeks 
terw: before the new ent had time 8 er governments 
regard to ible action in European affairs, ce or consul- 
tation. dent Taylor Sens er Cate e his e mae te inquire into the 
situation in H 


5 — — June 18, 1849, 
six weeks after ussian troops had Demei eel to enter Hun T. p The 
0 


of these instructions was as emphatic and decisive as 
bod ‘Should the new Cie esa nga prove to be, in tin re opinia firm and stable, 


and stable, her ind ependence would be speedily 
= pee? body. 

Russian inteevention brought the gas jor war so 8 to an = 
that Dafora October all resistance was over, and when Congress met, —— 
December. 1849, President Taylor's annual message come only 
would have been American policy: 

the late conflict between Austria and H. there seemed to be 
a s that the S 8 a pe nad However 
with the . of 8 people, 3 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


329 


patriots, to stand prepared, upon the 
y her ot a 


ly. Daniel 
* otest in a 

ulsemann letter, in which he e believed 
Eag the American policy and the law in regard to new nationalities claiming 


ps eonen 
“ Of course questions of prudence naturally arise in reference to new states 
brought by successful revolutions into the family of nations; but it is not to 
be required of neutral powers that they should await the ition of the 
new t by the parent state. No principle of public law has been 
more frequently acted upon within the last thirty years by the great powers 
of the world than this. Within that period t or ten new states have 
established independent governments within the its of the colonial domin- 
ent; and in Europe the same thing has been done 
The existence of all these governments was recog- 
zed by some of the leading powers of Europe, as well as by the United States, 
t was acknow: ny the states from which y had separated 
themselves. If, therefore, the United States had © so far as formally to 
acknowledge the independence of Hu „although, as the event has 
it would have been a precipitate step and one from which no benefi 
have resulted to either party, it would not, nevertheless, have been an act 
byte ried nations, provided they took no part in her contest with 
us » 

Secre Webster's view of the rights of intervention did not cover ground 
so wide as that taken by the Ozar in his circular of April, 1849, but atti- 
tude of President Taylor seems to have been intended as a counteraction, or 
A prota, as faras of America extended, not so much to the 


for invading and redu the H 
they desire to be rel š 
awaken the most ful so 

Thus on both sides the right to intervene both for and 
garians seems to have been claimed and not expressly deni: 
no other F appears to have offered even so much 
by President Taylor to the principles or to the acts o 
the course of history. 

5. STATES oF THE CHURCH—1850. 


Besides the four precedents of Greece, Belgium, Poland, and Hu: A 
where new eee were in question, a much larger number of . — 
Europe in me Bh py agg of disruption or consolidatio: 
which has, on one hand, disin A the ancient empires of ths Sultan, 
Spain. of the Church, and, on the other, concentra‘ the new systems of 
Germany, Russia, and Italy. 
Interventions have occurred most conspicuously in Spain, by France, in 1823; 
in Portugal, by England. in 1827; again in Spain and Portugal in 1830. by Eng- 
land and ont 


vo so serious a character to the contest as to 
citude in the minds of Americans." 

nst the Hun- 
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ussia, which settled 
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tion of Aus 
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terven- 
The French Executive, Louis Napoleon, gave another direc- 

ao of France. He immediately sent a French army to Civita 
Vecchia, which landed. there April 26, and after a bloody s! le drove the 
republican government out of Rome. The French entered Rome July 3. 
Pope Pius IX returned there in April, 1850, and during the next twenty years 
Rome remained under the occupation of a French army. 

The only reason given by France In this instance for intervention was 
that the occupation of Rome was in order to maintain the politi- 
cal influence of France.“ This was the ind taken by President uis 
nagae in explaining his course to the mbers in 1850. 

Ə British Government acquiesced in this rule of European law or prac- 
tice. On May 9, 1851, Lord Palmerston, then foreign secretary, said in Parlia- 
ment, in reply to a formal inquiry, that the occupation of Rome was “a meas- 
ure undertaken by France in her own discretion and in the exercise of her 
own judgment. e British Government had been no party to this measure. 
France had exercised her own rights in regard toit, andit was not at all nec- 
essary that the previous concurrence of the British Government should have 
been obtained in this matter. The British Government had been no perty to 
this aggression, and could not therefore be said to have concurred init. It 
was a matter on which they might have an opinion, but in which they had no 
particular right, by treaty or otherwise, to interfere.” 


6. THE OTTOMAN Emprre—Is78. 


Since the year 1827 intervention in the affairs of the Ottoman Empire has 
been so constant as to create a body of cho ee and a long series of 
itical systems of southeastern 


ints, bu 
same source. 
An authority so great must assume some foundation in law, seeing that 
the entire world rae bapa not only in the ee exercise of the force, 
rince: une on which it Seem whatever that principle was. 
The treaty of Berlin, in 1878, was a br: assertion of the right of the Eu- 
ropean powers to regulate the affairs of the Ottoman Empire, but the treaty 
contains no statement of the principle of jurisprudence on which the right 


rests. 

The preamble merely declares that the Powers being desirous to regulate, 
with a view to European order, the questions raised in the East by the events 
of late years, and by the war terminated by the ponia treaty of San 
Stefano. have been unanimously of opinion that the meeting of a congress 
would offer the best means of facilitating an understanding.” 

In effect, the treaty of Berlin reduced the Ottoman Porte to tutelage, ex- 
tinguisbed its sovereignty over certain large portions of its dominions, and 


restrained its rights over other portions. It the independence of 
Servia, Ro and Montenegro, and fixed r boundaries. It estab- 
lished Bul, as an autonomous and tributary principality under the suze- 


Ot Empire. 
Perhaps the moet typical instance of assumption of er by, the combined 
Governments was Article XXV of the treaty, which : The provinces 
Herzegovina shall be occup and tered by Austria- 


o 
ie (tO 
So liberal a use of the right of intervention has seldom been made, but the 


PUROS of jurisprudence on which it rested has never been officially 
eclared. Nothing in ties 


the trea e y limits to the Ottoman Empire 
the right of intervention which was exercised in itscase. The only principle 
ted upon seemed to be that of joint as t separate inter- 
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pose the 
although Naples hardl bogey, nae to through any intermediate 
mer, 7 Sppe independent authority. s 

ents therefore constitute 


vate persons, whether jurists or politicians, being with- 
out poset ag ete not be rein 53 as law, 

From this y of precedent, it is clear that Euro: 3 asserted 
and practiced the right to interfere, both collectively and separa: , amica- 
bly and forcibly, in every instance, except that of Poland, where a European 
people has resorted to insurrection to obtain independence. 

© right itself has been based on various grounds: ‘‘ Impediments to com- 
merce; ™ “burdensome measures of protection and repression; ™ zeae 5 
i” “effusion of blood” and “e of all 


in the latest and most considerable, because abso- 
all in 17. simply the desire to regulate.“ (Pre- 


ring the recognition of Ser via. Rou- 


ness unanimous, act 
cove 


amble to the treaty of Berlin in 
mania, Montenegro, and 
ASIA. 


There remains the 5 of Asia and America. 

In regard to Asia, probably all authorities agree that the entire fabric of 
European supremacy, whether in Asiatic Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan, India, 
Siam, or China, rests on the right of intervention. 

The exercise of this right constitutes another large but 5 branch of 
pabio law, e common consent, is not regarded as applicable to nations 
of European A 

8 although many governments in Asia have been extinguished 
by means of the right of intervention, none is known to have claimed inde- 
pendence founded on the right of insurrection. Certainly none has been 
recognized by Europe or America on that ground. 


AMERICA—1822-23, 


America, both North and South, has always aimed to moderate European 
intervention and to restrictits exercise. On this point we have the evidence 
of George Canning in a celebrated speech on the foreign enlistment act, in 


We have spent much time," said Canning, in teaching other powers the 

nature of a strict neutrality; and, generally speaking, we found them most 
reluctant scholars. è * If I wished fora guide in a system of neutrality. 
I should take that laid down by America in the days of the Presidency of 
Wasi and the Secretaryship of Jefferson.” 
In f the British Government did take that guide. The American neu- 
trality act of 1704, revised and reenacted in the act of April 20, T818, served as 
the model for the British foreign enlistment act in 1819. The cause of that 
act of 1819 was stated by Seri FY the speech just cited: 

“When peace was concluded between this country and Spain, in 1814 an 
article was introduced into the treaty by which this country bound itself not 
to furnish any succors to what were then deno: ted the revolted colonies 
of Spain. In process of time, as those colonies became more powerful, a 
question arose of a very difficult nature, to be decided on a due consideration 
of their de jure relation to Spain on the one side and their de facto inde- 
pendence of her on the other. The law of nations was entirely silent with 
respect to a course which, under a circumstance so peculiar as the transition 
of colonies from their allegiance to the parent state, ought to be pursued. 
It was difficult to know how far either the statute law or the common law 
was applicable to colonies so si N me necessary, therefore, in the 
act of 1818 to treat the colonies as actually independent of Bpain.” os 8 

ee did not consider that the revolt of the American 
Colonies in 1776 offe a pi t for “a circumstance so gouar as the 
transition of colonies from their allegiance." He regarded the situation as 
so peculiar that it needed to be met by measures in regard to which the 
law of nations was entirely silent.“ He seemed to regard the foreign-enlist- 
ment act as a ee ee of independence. 

The Government of the United States was not so much perplexed in regard 
tothe steps by which colonies achieved independence; but in the actual con- 
dition of Europe, where the Holy Alliance held entire control, and intervened 
everywhere against claims based on the right of insurrection, the President 
ec he . ie reasons for moving slowly, and. if possible, only in concert 
with Eng fi 

The disturbances in the Spanish colonies in America had begun as a conse- 

uence of theoverthrow of the Bourbon 1 by Napoleon, and the estab- 
ent of Joseph Bonaparte as King of Spain in 1808; but the movements 
for independence took serious form at a much later time. 

In Mexico, the first national Congress met at 8 in — and 
formally declared the independence of Mexico on the 6th of November of that 
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ear. It was practically suppressed by the execution of Morelos, December 
28. 1815, and did not revive until Iturbide, in January, 1821, joined Guerrero 
in the so-called Plan of Iguala. Iturbide made his triumphal entry into the 
City of Mexico September 27, 1821. 

enezuela first declared independence on July 15, 1811, but the Spanish 
forces continued the war until General Bolivar drove them from the interior 
in 1821, and General Paez captured Puerto Cabello in 1823. 

Chile began her revolution in 1810, but did not declare ind dence until 
January 1, 1818, and then only by proclamation of the executive authority, 
“the actual circumstances of the war not permitting the convocation of a 
national congress.“ 

Buenos Ayres also began her revolution in 1810, but did not declare inde- 
pendence and claim recognition until October 25, 1816. 

The Kauri of intervention began in 1817. The Spanish Government 
appealed to the Eur powers for aid. The Czar openly took sides with 
span and when, in tember, 1817, the Spanish Government asked permis- 

on to build several s ips of war in the Russian dockyards, the Ozar sug- 
sented that Spain should buy five ships of the line and three frigates belongin; 

the Russian navy. This was done, and the shi 

war. At the same time, in October, 1817, the R 
its ambassador in London to press on the British Government the great 
importance of Ew intervention. 

reat Britain declared . that she would have no part in trying 
to force back the subjects of Spain under the d- tion of an oppressive 
gevernment. In fact, Lord Castle: h had already assured President Mon- 
roe that if Great Britain intervened at all it would be on a system of perfect 
liberality to the Spanish provinces; and the President decided, as early as 
April, 1818, to discourage mediation, and to take the ground that 
there could be no rational interference except on the basis of the independ- 
ence of the South Americans. In August he made a formal proposal to the 
British and French Governments for a concerted and contemporary recogni- 
tion of Buenos Ayres, whose de facto independence made that country the 
natural object of a first step toward the establishment of a general policy. 
In December he notified both Governments that he had patiently waited 
without interfering in the policy of the allies, but, as they had not agreed 
upon anything. and as the fact of the independence of Buenos Ayres appeared 
established, he thought that recognition was ee In January, 1819, he 
announced to them that he was actually considerin e measure. 

Thus all parties had eed, as early as 1817 and upon the propriety of 
intervention between Spain and her colonies. Both the Uni States and 
Europe asserted that the time had come; they —— only as tothe mode. 
When Lord Castlereagh. at_the con of Aix-la-Chapelle, in October, 1818, 
pro to the four other Powers “to intervene in the war between § 
and her American colonies by addressing offers of mediation tothe two — 
rents.“ Russia N 0} and rejected the scheme, not because 
it was intervention, but apparently because it was mediation, and to that ex- 
tent rights in the ins mts. When t Monroe inter; 
his flat, that no interference could be countenanced by him except on the 
basis of independence, he dictated in advance the only mode of intervention 
which he meant to permit. If he waited before carrying it out, it was only 
because, in the actual balance of Euro: and American power, he felt that 
isolated action Talents ee the cause he had determined to help. 

He waited in vain. Neither England nor any other power moved again. 
No information came from Europe. No further attempt to subject the re- 
olted colonies was probable, and even the d. tion of the congress oj 
Troppau in November, 1820, which announced a general and active interven- 
tion against all “illegitimate” authorities, caused little alarm as long as 

England and France were not parties toit. Delay was not dangerous. 
system which Monroe aimed to establish could not be firm or broad as long 
as it rested on the recognition of a single country like Buenos Aas or on 
the isolated action of the United States. That sintan included all American 
communities which rej foreign authority; it was to be taken asa whole, 
and referred to every part of the contest, from the recognition of the at 
the outset to the ition of independence at the close. Therefore Mon- 
roe waited until the effect of his action should settle the whole question and 
cover all the ground. Aftera Qalay ot four years from the time when he 
began his policy, the Greek revolt N N and the military successes of 
Bolivar and Iturbide in America gave the desired op nity, and Monroe 
sent to Congress his celebrated message of March 8, recommending the 
recognition of all the revolted colonies of Spain—Mexico, Colombia, Chile, and 
Buenos Ayres. 

These countries asked no more. They based their claim on their independ- 
ence de facto,and Monroe admitted its force. The 838 he said 
0 
18 


were sent to the seat o 
Government instruoted 


“which have declared their independence and are in enjoyment of it 
ought to be recognized.” He added that “the measure is p; under a 
thorough conviction that it is in strict ac with the law of nations.“ In 
reality it created the law so far as its action went, and its l ty was recog- 
nized by no European power. ted in open or t disapproval of 
Monroe's course. England herself, even after Canning succeeded Castle- 
reagh, refused to spore: Spain protested ha dat tone and as far as con- 
cerned objections, the Spanish ister in Wash’ agon offered them in pao 
numbers and with sufficient 8 He instantly protested, not only on 
grounds of morality and fact, but of policy. menos Ayres,” he said, 
was “sunk in the most complete aga Peru, “near the gates of its 
capital,“ a rebel and a Spanish army divided the inhabitants. In Chile “an 
individual suppresses the sentiments of its inhabitants.“ On the coast of 
Terra Firma, ng the Spanish banners wave.“ In Mexico, too, there is no 
government.’ And he concluded, with force: Where, then, are those gov- 
ernments which ought to be recognized?” 

The question was not without difficulties, as Monroe knew, and on this 
point all Europe supported the Spanish contention, Although Congress 
unanimously ap roved and adopted the President's views and immediately 
appropriated ; 000 for diplomatic expenses, and although Mexico, Colom- 
bia. Chile, and Buenos Ayres were in 8 admitted into the famil 
of nations by the sole authority of the President of the United States, wi 
the approval of ponro two years passed before the British Government 
een even to discuss the subject in Parliament as a serious measure of 
policy. 

Then, on June 15, 1824, a motion was made by Sir James Mackintosh, and 
Canning replied. speech made no allusion to the action of the United 
States; it denied the de facto right of recognition, so far as to say that We 
ought not to acknowledge the separate and independent existence of any 
government which is so doubtfully established that the mere effect of that 
acknowledgment shall be to mix parties again in internal squabbles if not 
in open hostilities.” Canning still thought that before we can act informa- 
tion as to matters of fact is necessary.” 

Nevertheless, Monroe’s act, which extinguished the last hopes of the Holy 
Alliance in America, produced the deepest sensation among European con- 
servatives, and gave to the United States extraordinary consideration. 
England used it as a weapon at the congress of Verona to threaten the other 
powers when they decided on intervention in Spain. Slowly Canning came 
wholly over to the side of Monroe, as France and Austria forced his hands 
in Spain. As early as October, 1823, he sent consuls to all the chief cities in 


DECEMBER 21, 


— 


rebellion throughout Mexico and Central and South America. Immedia 
after his in Parliament of June 15, 1824, he authorized his consul a! 
Buenos oe to negotiate a commercial treaty with that Government. On 
the Ist of January, „he notified other powers that England had deter- 
mined to recognize the independence of Columbia, Mexico, and Buen 
Ayres. In a speech in Parliament on the 15th of February, 1825, he explaine: 
and defended his conduct, blaming the United States, by implication, for 
poo “a reckless and headlong course,” and claiming c t for follow- 
ng one more strictly ed in point of principle.” The whole ques- 
aN 5 lanation, the prineipl 

ol g g's explanation, the e of intervention on 
which he acted was not clear. Nothing 2 8 eal 


with energetic 8 from a Nearly two years more before 
he cleared up the mystery. Then, when driven to armed intervention in 
the affairs of Spain and Portugal, he made, on the 12th December, 1826, a 
Sop in Parliament which was perhaps the most celebrated of his life. At 
the very end of this speech he explained the principle“ on which he had 
acted in regard to the independence of the Spanish colonies and the timo 
and mode“ of recognition. It was the moment when a French army took 
possession of Spain. 

“Tf France occupied erg was it necessary, in order to avoid the conse- 
quences of that occupation, that we should blockade Cadiz? No! I looked 
another way. I sought materials of compensation in another he here. 
Contempla g Spain, such as our ancestors had known her, I resolved thab 
if France had Spainitshould not be Spain ‘ with the Indies.’ [called the New 
World into existence to redress the balance of the Old.“ 

The principle thus avowed by Canang added little to the Euro law of 
intervention, but the principle avowed by Monroe created an en body of 
American jurisprudence. an isolated act it meant little, but in Monroe’s 
view it was not an isolated act; it was pt of asystem al ther new and 
wholly American, and it was to be justified on grounds far wider than itself. 
The European law and practice of intervention, extending as it did its scope 
and energy with every new step in European development, could be met 
only by cere an American law and practice of intervention exclusive of 
the Euro) within the range of its influence. This Monroe did not hesitate 
to do. ith boldness which still startles and perplexes the world, he lopped 
off one t branch of European intervention and empire and created a 
new system of international relations. His opportunity was given by Can- 
ning, who, in the midst of his European difficulties in Jes. intimated that 
England would be well I Somme to see the United States take ground even 
more advanced than in the recognition of the South American revolted States. 
Monroe lost no time in doubts or hesitations. In his annual m. of Decem- 
ber, 1823, he announced the principle that the new nations which his act alone 
had as . were by that act placed outside of the Euro- 

system, and that the United States would rogard any attempt toextend 

hat system among them as unfriendly to the United States. 

With the governments who have declared their independence, and main- 
tained it, and whose independence we have, on great consideration, and on 
just principles, acknowl „we could not view any interposition for the 

urpose of oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their destiny, 

any E wer, in any other light than as the manifestation of an 
unfriendly disposi ion toward the United States. * It is impossible 
that the Allied Powers should extend their politicalsystem to any portion of 
either continent without endangering our peace and happiness. 1 
is eq yim ible, therefore, that we should behold such interposition, in 
any form, with indifference,” 

z aright ot intervention had never been claimed, unless by Russia, 
in regard to the Greeks, in 1821, and has never been exercised by any other sin- 
ge power; but the rested on the same general ground as that of the 
nnumerableinteryentionsof Europe. Danger to our peace and happiness 
was not ossentially different from danger to honor, political power, 
and interests,“ which Eur. nations had a as just reasons for inter- 
vention, and while the right of intervention on t. 8 was so energetic- 

mroe. 


‘ally maintained, the right of deciding absolutely as he time and mode of 


9 was as energetically exercised o; 


apart. Even the celebrated historian Nieb ey ey because the Czar 

d not conquer the Turkish Empire and found Christian States in Asia 
Minor in order to balance the wing power of America. Europe did not, 
it is true, adopt Niebuhr's advice and colonize Asia Minor, but she conquered 
or subdued under her system all the rest of Asia, and used this accession of 
strength for her common objects. She spread her system over all Asia, all 
Africa, all Australasia, and all Polynesia. America made no contest, even 
within America, except in regard to those countries or communities which 
expressly declared their will and their power to be American. 

ithin that limited range President Monroe attempted to build up an 

American system. He disclaimed the right or the intention to interfere with 
actual European possessions in America, so l as these communities were 
contented to remain European; but he claimed and exercised, under the 
broadest principle, the right to intervene in favor of communities that 
plainly displayed their and their power to be American; and, what was 
vital to the exercise of his claim, he asserted and used, in its fullest extent, 
the right to judge for himself, and finally, both as to time and mode 
both when and how—any particular community had proved its will and its 
right to claim admission into the American system. st the op tion 
of all Europe, and at the risk of many and serious embarrassments, Monroe 
took and successfully held ice a which his successors have struggled, with 
varying fortune, to maintain. 

The right of intervention lay necessarily at the bottom of the strife of 
forces, and the United States exercised it freely, although usually stri 
to exercise it for the common of an American system. In the case ol 
Texas the United States Government, as is notorious, exercised the whole 
right of intervention against an American power; but the case of Texas did 
not differ in principle from that of Colombia, except in being wholly an 
American and domestic affair. In both instances the intervention rested on 
the claim of the Executive and the legislature to be absolute and final judge 


of the time and mode“ of interference. In no case were other governments 
expected to sanction the decision in order to give it validity. 


1896. 
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In the case of Texas, however, we have to call attention to a subject on 
which the proposed action of Congress necessarily depends. 

In a report made June 18, 1836, by Mr. Clay, from the Senate Committee 
on Foreign Relations, in respect to the recognition of the independence of 
Texas (Senate Document No. 406, Twenty-fourth Congress, first session), are 
the following passages: 


2 * * $ + * * 


` 


“The recognition of Texas as an independent power may be made by the 
United States in various ways: First, 8 second, by the passage of a 
law regulating commercial intercourse between the two powers; third, by 
sending a diplomatic agent to Texas with the usual creden or lastly, by 
the Executive receiving and accrediting a diplomatic representative from 
Texas, which would be a tion as far as the Executive only is compe- 
tent to make it. In the first and third modes the concurrence of the Senate 
p e N Nb character would be necessary, and in the second in its legis- 


ve 4 
The Senate alone, without the cooperation of some other branch of the 
Government, is not competent to ee aes the existence of sop porer 
“The President of the United States y the Constitution has the charge of 
their foreign intercourse. Regularly he ought to take the initiative in the 
acknowledgment of the independence of any new power, but in this case he 
has not yet done it, for reasons which he without doubt deems sufficient. If 
in any instance the President should be tardy, he may be quickened in the 
exercise of his power by the expression of the opinion or other acts of 
one or both branches of gress, as was done in relation to the Republica 
formed out of Spanish America. But the committee do not think t on 
th on oy. tardiness is justly imputable to the Executive. About 
three months o the estab 
government in Texas, and it is not unreasonable to wait a short time to see 
what its operation will be, and especially whether it will afford those gua: 


‘aking this view of the whole matter, the committee conclude by recom- 
mending to the Senate the adoption of the following resolution: 

5 Resolved That the independence of Texas onght to be acknowledged by 

he United States whenever satisfactory information shall be received that 


President Andrew Jackson, in his Texas eee 0 
. the two Houses at their 
e 


pee treating shortly the principles of recognition, President Jac con- 
ued: 

Nor has any deliberate ing ever been instituted in Conroe: or in any 
of our legislative bodies, as to whom belonged the power of recognizing a 
new state; a power the exercise of which is eee under some circum- 
stances, to a declaration of war; a power now 
only granted in the Constitution, as it is n 

t powers given to Congress—in that given to the President and Senate to 
orm treaties with foreign powers and to 7 ambassadors and other 
pome ministers, and in that conferred upon the President to receive minis- 
rs from fore nations. In the ponn le to the resolution of the House 
of Representatives it is distinctly intimated that the Soe. of recog- 
nizing the independence of Texas should be left to the decision of Congress. 
In this view, on the ground of expediency, I am d to concur; and do 
not, therefore, consider it necessary to 3 any opinion as to the strict 
constitutional right of the Executive, either apart from or in conjunction 
with the Senate, over the subject. It is to be presumed that on no future 
occasion will a dispute arise, as none has heretofore occurred, between the 
Executive and the Legislature in the exercise of the power of tion. It 
willalways be considered consistent with the e of the Co: tution and 
most safe that it should be exercised, when probably leading to war, witha 
previous understanding with that body by whom war can alone be d 
nd by whom all the provisions for sus its perils must be furnished. 
fts submission to Congress, which represents in one of its branches the States 
of this Union and in the other the ple of the United States, where there 
may be reasonable ground to apprehend so grave a consequence, would cer- 
tainly afford the fullest satisfaction to our own country and a perfect guar- 
eg ingen oor dg way of the justice and prudence of the measures which 
opted.” 
EV! -m ¾ ] Ä... by Friant Tack. 
son to Congress in the case of the recognition of Texas was followed, in the 
case of Hungary, Py President Taylor, in the instructions already quoted, 
which authorized his nt to invite the revolutionary government of Hun- 
ry to send to the United States a diplomatic representative, since the Pres- 
ident entertained no doubt that in such case, at the next meeting of Congress, 
“ her independence would be speedily recognized by that enlightened body.“ 
Until now no further question has ean raised in regard to the powers of 


Congress. 
an iach has been taken by this historical summary that the case of 
Texas must be passed over without further notice, and the casesof Haitiand 


Santo Domingo may be set aside as governed by uliar influences. The 
record shows that in every instance except Poland down to 1850 where any 
le has claimed independence by right of revolt the right of intervention 
hee m exercised against the will of one or the other party to the dispute. 
In every instance the only question that has disturbed the intervening powers 
has regarded neither the right nor the policy so muchas the“ time and mode 
of action, Theonly difference between the European and American practice 
was that the United States aimed at moderating or restricting the extreme 
license of Euro intervention, and this was the difference which brought 
the United States nearly into collision with Europe in 1861 and 1862. Lords 
Palmerston and Russell, as well as the Emperor Napoleon and his ministers, 
entertained no doubt of their right to intervene even before our civil war 
had actually commenced, and acco) gly recognized the insurgent States 
as belligerents in May, 1861, 1 6 ra no legal question had yet n raised 
requiring such a decision. The United Sta vernment never ceased to 
rotest with the utmost energy against the act as pronature and unjust, and 
his last and most serious case of interference in which the United States were 
concerned as an object of European intervention revealed the vital necessity 
of their American system at the same time that it revealed the imminent 
danger of its destruction. 


THE UNITED STATES AND Mex1co—1861-1866. 

Allusion has been already made to the declaration of Lord John Russell on 
the part of the British Government in the House of Commons May 6, 1861, in 
which he announced that the law officers of the Crown had already come to 
the opinion that the Southern 5 America, according to those 
Foon ples which seem to them tobe just principles, must be treated as a bel- 


rent.“ astonishing promise of belligerency to an insurrection which 


had ortae latest advices at that tıme neither a ship at sea nor an army on 

land, before the fact of war was officially known in England to have been pro- 

claimed by either 120 15 was accompanied by a letter of the same date from 
to the — 


Lord John Russe! British am or at Paris, in which he said that 
the accounts which had been received from America were sufficient to show 
that u civil war has broken out among the States which lately composed the 
American Union.” 

“Other nations have therefore to consider the light in which, with refer- 
ence to that war, they are to regard the Confederacy into which the South- 
ern States have united themselves; and it ap to Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment that, looking at all the circumstances of the case, they can not hesitate 
to admit that such Confederacy is entitled to be considered as a belligerent, 
invested with all the rights and pre tives of a belligerent.” 

Under these circumstances, Lord John Russell invited the Emperor of 
France to cooperate with England in“ a joint endeavor” to obtain from each 
of the r certain concessions in favor of neutrals. On May 8 the 
French minister“ concurred entirely in the views of Her N 's Govern- 
ment and N himself to the joint action. On May 13 the tish Gov- 
ernment issued its formal proclamation of neutralit; tween the United 
Peon and certain States styling themselves the ederate States of 

merica.” 

Lord John Russell justified this action on the ground of “ the size and popu- 
lation of the seceding States and "the critical condition of our (British) 
commerce.“ He denied that the British Government had any thought of 
giving assistance to the South. 

Nevertheless, the language of Lord John Russell showed that he considered 
the issue as decided in advance and that his measures were shaped on that’ 
assumption. His speech of May 6characterized the insurgents, without quali- 
fication, as “the Southern Confederacy of America.” In his official corre- 


prep ed fact, and that he had hurried the declaration of belligerency in 
order to a 


roved that land, while ving for the dissolution of the Union, meant, 
n 5 the independoncę of the Southern Confederacy, to revive her 
old bel , which had never been expressly abandoned. 


This threatened wreck of all American rights was even more imminent 


8 advised his Government to recognize the Confederate States, 
y he advised it to intervene by forcibly raising the American block- 
ade. Mercier’s recommendation was communicated to Russell, who enter- 
tained no doubtsas to the right of intervention, either diplomatic or mili 8 
even at that early moment, when the serious operations of war had y 


gun: . 
“There is much good sense in Mercier's observations,’ wrote Russell to 
Palmerston, October 17, but we must wait; lam persuaded that, if we do any- 
mug it must be on a grand scale. It will not do for England and France 
break a blockade for the sake oogeking cotton; but in >, tat powers have 
often said to belligerents, * 0 sp AFi quarrels. We propose to give 
terms of pacification which we think and equitable. If youaccept them, 
well and good. But it your adversary accepts them. and if you refuse them, 
our mediation is at an end, and you must expect to see us your enemies.” 

France would be quite ready to hold this lan with us. If such a 
pur were to be adopted, the time for it would be at the end of the year, or 

ediately before the meeting of Parliament.” 

Already, on gf 6, Russell officially announced the Greek precedent as 
his rule of law. In October he was ready to take the last step but one in the 
line of the Greek example. The five years of 1821 counted as tive months in 
1861. Palmerston was not yet ready, and the concession of the United States 
in the Trent affair in the following winter made an aggressive movement 
less popular in England, but in the autumn of 1862 Palmerston also thought 
the moment had arrived. Neither of these two powerful statesmen, fhe 
highest English authorities of their times on the subjects of foreign relations, 
doubted the right or the expediency of intervention after the second cam- 
paign in Virginia. On September 14, 1862, Palmerston wrote to Russell ~ 
gosting 2 —— offer by England and France of what is diplomatically cal 

good offices," as in the Greek protocol of 1826. Russell eagerly approved. 

Whether the Federal Army is destroyed or not,“ replied Russell to Pal- 
merston, September 17, 1862, “it is clear that it is driven back to Washing- 
ton, and has made no progress in subduing the insurgent States. Such being 
the case, I agree with you that the time is come for offering mediation to the 
United States Government, with a view to the recognition of the independence 
of the Confederates. I agree further that in case of failure, we ought our- 
selves to recognize the Southern States as an independent State. For the 
ee of ng so 1 a step I think we must have a meeting of the 
cabinet. The or 30th would suit me for the meeting. 

* We ought then, if we agree on such a step, to pr: it first to France, 
and then, on the part of England and France, to and other powers, as 
a measure decided upon by us. 

“ We ought to make ourselves safe in Canada.“! + è 

In this scheme of intervention Russell once more advanced beyond the 
Greek precedent, g would move only in concert with Russia. Rus- 
sell proposed to move in concert with France alone. 

Palmerston replied, September 23: 

“Your plan of proceedings about the mediation between the Federals and 
Confederates seems to be excellent. Of course the offer would be made to 
both the contending parties at the same time; for, though the offer would be 
as sure to be accepted by the Southerns as was the proposal of the Prince 
of Wales to the Danish princess, yet in the one case as in the other there are 
certain forms which it is decent and proper to go through. 

“A question would occur whether, if the two parties were to accept medi- 
ation, the fact of our mediating would not of itself be tantamount to an 
acknowledgment of the Confederates as an independent state. 

“ Might it not be well to ask Russia to join England and France in the offer 
of mediation? * * * 

“ We should be better without her in the mediation, because she would be 
too favorable to the North; but, on the other hand, her participation in the 
offer ht render the North the more willing to accept it.” 

The middle of October was the time suggested by erston for action. 
“If the Federals sustain a great defeat, they may be at once ready for 
mediation, and the iron should bo struck while it is hot. If, on the other 
ca they should have the best of it, we may wait a while and see what may 

ollow, 

Fortunately for the United States, Russell and Palmerston found their seri- 
ous difficulties, not in France or in the law, but in the political division of 
their own party. These two powerful statesmen, who had been both honored 
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u check. 

issued a confidential memorandum suggest his idee; he 8 
meetin . and the division of 

ned. The question 

72 bY f i Titi braced by the 9 

The of intervention was em peror as se- 
8 7 — the two lish states- 

eon III had given his first interview to the Confed- 
his Government. News of ane defeat of the Union 

1 Meinend reached Paris on the 15th os July, 1862, —_ the ae 


day asked and 3 an interview. mperor talk 
one according to the report made The Mr. ell to a Ben- 
“The peror received me with t kindness ma said] * * + that 
he had from the first seen the true character of the and considered 


tion a a —— 
ve effect to his 8. 


without her 
inour 


committed a great error, which he now dee 
; that the aeopeen powane should have 
us last summer, when our ports were in our and when 


— — s lan; was not official; but he had committed himself berona. 
to the policy he described; for hardly had the oe 5 out 


its 
his aoe to . influence on the Gulf of Mexico in the place of 
American. This had been the dream of every great French ruler, and 
Napoleon III had a far more ancient than that of 


pol s 3 af his o 
Monroe and —.— 9 able itary force. * did inter- 
vene by arms in the erican civil war, but n attacked our 
var Gs and only indirectly ourselves. Fortunatel traying his ulti- 
te objects in Mexico, Napoleon alienated E Eagland und did not conciliate 


Spain. the attack was maaa violently in Mexico, more cautiously at Wash- 
1 n, and as s as the mutual jealousies of Europe permitted. 

‘At the’ moment when san and Palmerston brought their scheme of inter- 
Nate before the British cabinet, Napoleon sent reenforcements of 35,000 
men to his force in Mexico, with orders to occupy the country, and simulta- 
neously sent a formal invitation to England and Russia to intervene in the 
American civil war. 


These papers have eee been published, and we do not know the express 
unds on waen 1 vitation was offered or declined. To the fact that 
ly friendly and that the two most powerful British prime 
© were outy their own cabinets America owed 
8 rom European domination. Mexico, indeed, suffered severely, 
Philo our civil war wasin doubt. From the moment the 8 
of the Union was wholly restored, in 1865, the entire influence of the Uni 
States Government was exerted to reestablish authority of the 
Monroe doctrine. The life of the one was dependent on the life of the other, 


CuBA. 


ussia ares 2 9 


Into this American system, thus created by Monroe in 1822-23, wm brac- 
ing then, besides the United States, only Buenos ane Chile a a Calama. and 
Mexico, various other communities have since claim in most cases 


have ved on, until it now includes all South. h America, except the 
Guianas; all Central America, except the British y of Honduras, and 
the two black republics of Spanish Santo Domin Rare aiti, in the Antilles. 

No serious question was again raised with an ropean power in in 
to the on or independence of their J merican possessions u 


insu: 
1869 a rebellion broke ont in — and the insurgents, after or, 
ependence, claim 9 8 irom 4 the 


ernment and declaring their im 
United States. 

The Government of the United States had always regarded Cuba as within 
the sphere of its most active and serious interest. As early as 1825, when the 
newly recognized States of Colombia and Mexico were N eee to be pre 

ring an expedition to revolutionize Cuba and Puerto Rico, the United States 
Goveramentinte terposed its friendly offices with those Governments to 
their forbearance. Theactual condition of 8: 
tion of Cuba impossible, in which case the 
obliged. for th 


request 
seemed to make her reten- 
nited States would have been 
safety, to prevent the island from falling intothe hands 
ronger power in Europe. That this emergeucy did not occur may have 

perk ota due to the energy with which Monroe announced “our right and 

—— "power to} to Lak bes incite his determination to use all the means within 


his com: and forefend it,” 

This right of nt of inte 8 in matters relating to the external relations of 
Cavan asserted and exercised seventy years ago, has been asserted and exer- 
cised at every crisis in which the islan: bes bean involved. 

When the Gu — to the United States for recog- 
oo of the claim, and directed the 


eir own 


ae swith 

of Cuba.” 
The resolution then opwas 

Pfs it all the conse songea 


consideration and on just 
l ‘seven years ago, an 
terval of nine months which since that — ot de | A 
has e the necessity of 5 it out to completion. In the words of 
the dent's annual e he 5 years’ duration has given 
to the insurrection; the feasibility of its indefinite prolongation in the nature 
of things, and as shown by e ren the utter and imminent be ay of 
the island unless the present strife y composed," are, in our 
conclusive evidence that e es of Spain to deal successfully th the 
become manifest, and re iad 53 that the soyereignty 


. fe 2 E a 8 2 a strife 3 


8 offices with- 


President „ with the sonnan of the message 5. in such 
case, our obligations to tae Bo sovere! oe, ob of pain aro eee by higher 
obligations which we can hardly h and discharge.“ Follow- 


ing closely the action of ent Monroe in 1818, Congress has already de- 
elared in effect its opinion that there can be no rational interference except on 
the basis of independence. In ia yoy nog with more force, it was objected 
as we neve ora that the revolted States had no 


ili 

and oe in the field 
aa ma ers. On the 
a Plt ar eela in every prov- 


12 roam at wath over at least two-thirds 


sufficient forces to 
civil side they have 3 Wuer ayar 
ince, for, as we snp official 


of th he inland country 
accredited 


ur recognizing 
they diparo ae AORA Hah tok tied ti 
y po said of oe it arien by ne et i 
no such s w. was d F 
Belgium bed nothing of the ort when abe waa recognised oy ali tho powerein 
e y of wen 
E the 5 8 sider is th 
0 0 ee properly remains for conside 

mney which should be adopted 1 for the step which Congress is pledged next 

The n oe 5 8 States entertains none but the vile pet 
ts most anxious wish is toavoid even the a 


and severe strains, in a 
Soe Ea ask which the Ün 
o es Anı icy, wo n — 
be to extend. In tho 8 instance they ar are actuated by'an earnest 8 
The practice of E in — tio in th insta cited. 
ep ice of Europe in regard to rven on, as e nees 
has been almost invariabl The practice of the United 


The most moderate is the best. Among these, the attitude taken't by 
President Monroe in 1822 is the only attitude which can properly be 5 rded 
rse pursu yt 


as obligatory tor a similar situation to-day. The cou he 
United States in the ce peg of Colombia is the only course creo whieh Con- 
gress can 


tly adop 
We recommend, e the joint resolution, with amendments, to read 


as follows 
“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the independence of the Republic of 
Cane be; and the same is hereby, acknowledged by the United States of 


Ameri 

“Be it t further resolved, That the United States will use its friendly offices 
Wel —.— dpe og of Spain to bring to a close the war between Spain and 
the Republic of 


ADDITIONAL VIEWS PRESENTED BY MR. MORGAN AND MR. MILLS IN sur- 
PORT OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 


The report of the committee has the unqualified ne i ho of the under- 
signed members of that body, but they conceive that it is well to present 
therewith the former action of the Committee on gosip aa Relations, in 1859, 
on the 5 8 and on some of the same points that are discussed in the 
present repor 

On 4 sk 1859, the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations had under 
consideration a Senate bill * AE 6 to facilitate the 1 . 5 
sition of the Island 20 Cuba, b; — — Sor py ees on,“ aac made a report, which is 
meres appended and poenas No. 1 


report covers a designe of Atty = ears, and sets forth the litical 
E then 9 in Cuba, an rous effects of Spanish rule in 
They are ee pense in their leading teristics 


Cuba du 
that — Bry: at the o beginning of the insurrection that was set on foot by the 
native population in 1888, in the outbreak at Yarra, which was followed by 
ten years of internecine warfare, attended with horrible butcheries. 

‘The causes that provoked that uprising of the native 8 are the same 
that are stated in the report of the committee made ten years previously, 
in e Wei are summed up in the following general tement of that 

©: 

There can be no doubt that an age ers 7 of the le of Cuba 
are not only in favor but arant Koth: e United 
States. It would be arenas none they were not so. . of. all influ- 
ence, even in the local affı of the 8 Nie in the Cortes, gov- 
erned by successive hordes of 5 cials sent from the mother coun 


to ac. fortunes to be enjoyed at home, having no sympathy with the 
le whom they are mere sojourners, and upon whom they look as 
N 50 ; Hable to be arrested at any moment on the most trifling charges; 


tried by tary courts or submissive j Judges, removable at pleasure; pun- 
ished at the discretion of the Sata e they would be less than men if 
they were contented with their 
e mother country,” as it ris stried by the committee, is thus described 
in their report. 
— ree isacountry of 5 re: ‘etatand pronunciamentos. Theall- 


temperet violent, and bloody revolutions, 
fier Sel condition is one of extreme embarrassment.” 

Spain is not the “mother country of Cuba" even in the sense of having 
sores that island with a large part of the ancestors of her present popu- 


She is a cruel stepmother, whose introduction esi the Cuban family has 
been the immediate cause of the rob! of th of — 


8 and ree A ae Providing f to een Sone down revolt. The 
tion with peapea i, and oo li Peake 


e f Boacar te 


Cuba as a decent 
actual 


respect for the world’s knowledge of the truth of the 
situation of the “t 


there would it. is dark enough with- 
out the illumination of the of devasta that succeeding years have 
witnessed eassa 
0 


in > 
Am ng the eect debates in Ceres npon Ihat N the Committee 
F tions the of a speech relates to Cuba and the report 
SE the committee aboye cdrom to, made by Hon. Judah P. Benjamin in the 


Senate on February 11, 1859, is appended hereto, marked Ap No. 2. 
4 j accurate and much more complete statement of the 
we rn ok the poopie mb ods of Sp Government in 


dition of the le of Cuba and the meth 

Bea ee ied Sta eu Bare e ot 
re not then s 0 

Spain and the we 0 5 e 


ot for the tification of personal ambition. or alone for the redress of per- 
— pa litical prisvarces: with which the painful hist: 2 


they are willing to forget the recompense tha 


vidual sufferings. 
Hon. T. Estrada Palma was duly accredited as diplomatic delegate plenipo- 
tentiary to the United States, under an appointment by the constituent 
assembly of the Republic of Cuba. 

He appears to have been received, informally, for the purpose of present- 
ing the case of Cuba to our Government. 

‘On the 7th December, 1895, he addressed a note to the Secretary of State, 
accom by a sta ement of facts, in which the case of Cuba is set forth 
officially, That document has been printed by the order of the Senate, and 
is appended hereto and numbered 3. 

Inthe pers that accompanied this note, the delegate stated the causes of 
the revolution in Cuba; that it had reached that stage in which the issue 
between the 5 parties is independence or extermination.” 

The recent message of the President is clear on the point that he has been 
forced to the same conclusion. 


cam that had already been fought, including the great and victorious 
AAO Gomez Ca e pos, which caused 
him to be recalled to Spain and supplanted by Captain-General Weyler; the 


verument, 
nited States 


d W laced under the s 
— and t ie ay tions by the con- 


rnment is . 


sages of President Grant and President Hayes. and the letters of Mr. Sickles 
and Mr. Cushing as ministers to Spain, and of Mr. Fish and Mr. Evarts as 
Secretaries of State. s 
All these papers are uniform in their statements of the wrongs and gri — 
andes dt the Cuban people, and of the wrongful and tyrannical course of Spain 
toward them. In none of them is any fact or reason stated to excuse or 
palliate the cruelties that Spain has inflicted upon her subjects in Cuba. In 
none of them is any bad porposs imputed tothe Cuban people. No one has 
contradi those statements, or any material rt of them, on the 
authority of the Spanish Government, or upon any official or other credible 


thority. : 
"The 5 of the e of the President to this session of Congress is a 
reaftirmation of all this ry, stated in all these papers. Se Oe vert ot Mis 
before © out any 


spirit of 
t 


tyrannical domination now ore in Cuba that has kept the people of tha 
island in d i servitude during this entire 8 
The message of Mr. Cleveland, who has noaversion to phate tig Nae 
e r. 


confirms, in all important statements, the truth of the 
pain Cuba ch he 


ivings as 
civilization, let. the responsi- 
bility for this lapse from the true spirit of American liberty and our love of 


ndence rest where it qotar polon; and not upon the 
poopie through the ‘erence to their on the part of their representa- 
ives in Congress. 


in all that is said in the eral of the commi the 
2 facts herein stated are bated ere 2 TOPOR OA reasons e 
ing to thatreport, and for the pago of the resolution of the Senator A 
lyania [Mr. CAMERON], which the committee Sear 


oun T. MORGAN. 


APPENDIX NO. 1. 


In TH® SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, January 24, 1859. 
y Slidell made Se OaE, rt, to accompany bill S. 497: 
0 


Committee on Foreign to 
making appropriations to facilitate the acquisition of 
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reports anom have had the same under consideration, and now respectfully 


t is not considered necessary by your committee to enlarge upon the vast 
importance of the acquisition of the Island of Cuba by the United States. 
To do so would be as much a work of supererogation as to demonstrate an 
elementary problem in mathematics, or one of those axioms of ethics or 
philosophy which have been universally received for ages. The ultimate 
. of Cuba may be considered a fixed purvose of the United States, 
a purpose resulting from political and Be ven eee necessities which have 
boen recognized by all parties and all A tions, and in regard to which 
the popular voice n expressed with a unanimity unsur 
question of national policy that has heretofore scngeged lic mind. 

5 and annexation of led, as a necessary corollary, to 
that of Florida, and both t with unerring certainty to the acquisition of 
Cuba. T and feeble population ot what is now the great West 
called in 1800 for the free navigation of the ippi and the enforcement 

right of deposit at New Orleans. In three years not only were these 

privileges secured, but the whole of the magnificent domain of Louisiana 

Was ours. Who now doubts the om of a measure which at the time was 
denounced with a violence until then 8 in our political history? 

Lo attention of our ablest statesmen 

t the possession of the mouth of the Mississippi had 

been to the people of the West that of Cuba became to the nation. To cast 

the eye upon the map was sufficient to pronior its destiny. A brief reference 

will show the importance attached to the question by our leading statesmen 

the steadiness and perseverance with which they have endeavored to 

hasten the consummation of so vital a measure. f 

Mr. Jefferson, in a letter to President- Madison, of the 27th of April, 1809, 
speaking of the poor that Te ving te would probabl ursue toward US, says: 

He ought to be satisfied with having forced her (i reat 5 to revoke 
the orders on which he pretended to retaliate, and to be particularly satisfied 
with us, by whose unyielding adherence to principle she has been forced into 
the revocation. He ought the more to con te our good will, as we can be 
such an obstacle to the new career opening on him in the Spanish colonies. 
That he would give us the Floridas to withhold intercourse with the residue 
of those colonies can not be doubted. But that is no price, because they are 
ours in the first moment of the first war, and until a war they are of no par- 
ticular necessity to us. But, although with difficulty, he will consent to our 
receiving Cuba into our Union to prevent our aid to Mexico and the other 
provinces. That would be a price, and I would immediately erect a column 
on the southernmost limit of Cuba and inscribe on it a ne plus ultra as to us 
in that direction. Weshould then have only to include the north in our con- 
federacy, which would be, of course, in the first war, and we should have 
such an empire for libe as she has never surveyed since the creation; and 
I am persuaded no constitution was ever before so well calculated as ours for 
Cuba that no limit can then be drawn 

defended by us without a navy, and 
Nothing should 


in writing to President Monroe on the 23d June, 1823, he says: 

“For certainly her addition to our confederacy is exactly what is wanting 
to advance our power as a nation to the point of its utmost interest.“ 

And in another letter to the same, on the 24th October, 1823, he says: 

“J candidly confess that I have ever looked on Cuba as the most interest- 
ing addition which could ever be nae to our system of States. The control 
which, with Florida Point, this island would give us over the Gulf of Mexico 
and =~ 9 and isthmus bordering on it would fill up the measure of 

well-being.” 
9 DARAD while Secretary of State under Mr. Monroe, in a dis- 
patch to Mr. Nelson, our minister at Madrid, of the 28th April, 1823, says: 

In the war between France and Spain now commencing, other interests, 

liarly ours, will in all probability be deeply involved. Whatever may be 

e issue of this war as between those two European powers, it may be taken 
for granted that the dominion of Spain Be ee American continents, north 
and south, isirrecoverably gone. But the of Cuba and Puerto Rico still 
i and so far really Mgr fone ae upon her that she yet possesses 
her own dominion over them, together with the 
rs. These islands, from their local tion and 


of our shores, from a multitude of considerations, has 
ent importance to the commercial and Saige rch 
o Gu 
India seas, the character of its See e its situation 
Santo Domingo, itssafe 


an object o 


profitable and 1 beneficial, 
national interests with which that o; 


m 
formed by nature, ring in the process of time, and even now verging to 
maturity, that in ein o ‘9 k 255 
short period of half a century, it is 


the interests of this Union. This opinion is so generally entertained 
even the groundless rumors that it was about to be accomplished, which have 
spr abroad, and are still may be traced to the deep and almost 


universal feeling of aversion to it, and to the alarm which the mere probabil- 

pow: ote if zs by fı already obtrudes i ron = 
our er to prevent it, if necessa orce, 0 es upon 
our coun tod the Admi rid sS the performance of 
its duties to the nation, at least to use all the means within its competency to 


guard and forefend it.“ 
On April 27, 1825, Mr. Clay, Secre of State, in a dispatch to Mr. A. H. 
Eve , our minister at Madrid, i c him to use his exertions to 
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commerce, as they are now open. This Government desires no political 
change of that condition. The population itself of the islands is incompetent 
at present, from its composition and its amount, to maintain self-govern- 
ment. The maritime force of the neighboring Republics of Mexicoand Colom- 
bia is not now, nor is it likely shortly to be, og to the protection of those 
islands, if the conquest of them were effected: The United States would 
entertain constant apprehensions of their passing from their possession to 
that of some less friendly N and of all the European powers, this 
country B oh age that Cuba and erto Rico should remain dependent on 

pal the war should continue between Spain and the new Republics, 
and those islands should become the object and the theater of i eir for- 
tunes have such a connection with the prosperity of the United States that 
thor could not be indiferent e and the possible contingencies of 
such a protracted war might bring upon the Government of the United 
States duties and obligations the performance of which, however painful it 
should be, they might not be at liberty to decline.” 

Mr. Van Buren, writing to Mr. Van Ness, our minister to Spain, October 2, 


1829, says: 
2 ihe Government of the United States has always looked with the deepest 
interest upon the fate of those islands, but particularly of Cuba. Its geo- 
graphicalposition, which peor it almost in sight of our southern shores, 
and, as it were, gives it the command of the Gulf of Mexico and the West 
India seas, its safe and capacious harbors, its rich productions, the exchange 
of which for our surplus cultural products and manufactures consti- 
tutes one of the most exte: 

render it of the utmost im 


and commercial standing in that kt atc Other considerations, connected 
with a certain class of our popas on, make it the interest of the southern 
section of the Union that no attempt should be made in that island to throw 
off the yoke of 8 dependence, the first effect of which would be the 
sudden emancipation of a numerous slave ulation, the result of which 
could not but very sensibly felt upon the adjacent shores of the United 
States. On the other hand, the wisdom which induced the Spanish Govern- 
ment to relax in its colonial system, and to adopt with regard to those islands 
a more liberal 8 opened their ports to general commerce, has been 
Bo far satisfactory in the view of the United States as, in addition to other 
considerations, to induce this Government to desire that their 

should not be transferred from the Spanish Crown to any other power. In 
conformity with this desire, the ministers of the Uni States at Madrid 
have, from time to time, instructed attentively to watch the course of 
events and the secret springs of Euro; diplomacy, which, from informa- 
tion received from various quarters, this Government had reason to suspect 
had been put in motion to effect the transfer of the of Cuba to the 
powerful allies of Spain. 

“ You are authorized to say that the long-established and well-known pol- 
icy of the United States, which forbids their rere tae themselves in the 
concerns of other nations, and which permits their physical force to be used 
only for the defense of their political Tights and the protection of the persons 
and property of their citizens, equally forbids their public agents to enter 
into tive engagements the performance of which would require the em- 

loyment of means which the people have retained in their own hands; but 
Tha this Government has every reason to believe that the same influence 
which once averted the blow ready to fall upon the Spanish islands would 
again be found effectual on the recurrence of similar events; and that the 
high p: mderance in American affairs of the United States asa great naval 
power, the influence which they must at all times command as a great com- 
mercial nation, in all 8 involving the interests of the general com- 
merce of this hemisp' ere, would render their consent an essential prelimi- 


nary to the execution of any project calculated so vitally to affect the 
general concerns of all the nations in any 2 en in the commerce 
of America. The knowledge you of the public sentiment of this 


country in regard to Cuba will enable you to speak with confidence and effect 
of the probable . that might be expected from the communica- 
tion of that sentiment to Con in the event of any contemplated change 
in the present political condition of that island.” 

And again, on the 13th of October, 1830: 

“This Government has aleo been gon to understand that if S should 
persevere in the assertion of a hope less claim to dominion over her former 
colonies they will feel it to be the: sory. as well as their interest, to attack 
her colo: ons in our vicinity, Cuba and Puerto Rico. Your general 
instructions are full upon the subject of the interest which the United States 
take in the fate of those islands, and ticularly of the former; they inform 
you that we are content that Cuba should remain as it now is, but could not 
consent to its transfer to any European power. Motives of reasonable state 
policy render it more desirable to us that it should remain subject to Spain 
rather than to either of the South American States. Those motives will 
readily present themselves to your mind; they are 5 1 founded upon 
an apprehension that if by the latter it would, in the present state 
of things, be in greater danger of becoming subject to some European power 
than in its present condition. Although such are our own wishes and true 
interests, the President does not see on what und he would be justified 
in interfering with any attempts which the South American States might 
think it for their interest, in the prosecution of a defensive war, to make upon 

he islands in question. If, indeed, an attempt should be made to disturb 

hem, by putting arms in the hands of one portion of their population to 
destroy another, and which in its influence would endanger the peace of a por- 
tion of the United States, the case might be different. Against such an 
attempt the United States (being informed that it was in contemplation) 
have 9 . protested and warmly remonstrated in their communications 
last summer with the Government of Mexico; but the information lately 
communicated to us in this regard was accompanied by a solemn assurance 
that no such measures will, in any event, be resorted to; and that the con- 
test, if forced upon them, be carried on, on their part, with strict refer- 
ence to the established rules of civilized warfare.” 

Mr. Buchanan, in his teh to Mr. R. M. Saunders, of June 17, 1848, said: 

With these considerations in view, the President believes that the crisis 
has arrived when an effort should be made to purchase the Island of Cuba 
from Spain, and he has determined to intrust you with the 


rformance of 
this most delicate and important duty. The attempt should be made, in the 
first instance, in a confidential conversation with the S inister for 


foreign affairs; a written offer might produce an absolute refusal in writing, 
which would embarrass us hereafter in the acquisition of theisland. Besides, 
from the incessant paar pm Fe in the Spanish cabinet and A our desire to 
make the purchase might thus be made known in an official form to foreign 
overnments and arouse their jealousy and active opposition. Indeed, even 
the present cabinet should think favorably of the proposition, they might 
be barrassed by having it p on record, for in that event it 
ost certain] rough some channel, reach the opposition and 


t 
become the subject of 9 —.—— in the Cortes. Such delicate negotiations, 
at least in their incipient stages, ought always to be conducted in confiden- 
tial conversation, and with the 


utmost secrecy and dispatch. 
“At your interview with the minister for foreign affairs you might introduce 
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which this Government has acted 
dispatch to General Campbell and the o 


mld a ete take 

ulwer, and be retained to sh be 
holders. You might assure 
isfied that Cuba shall remain under the dominion of 
event resist its 


wer and glory. I ha 
merely ee these to ey the 


m theinformation communicated in 


tion to be paid would arise, and you have m fu formation 

n e tg en, 
“The W. g or the en „000, 

This, however, is the mum p: ; and if Spain should be to sel 


se 
you will use your best efforts to purchase it at a rate as much below that — 


purchase of Lo The seventh and eighth articles of the first of these 
conventions ought, if possible, to be omitted; still, if this should be indispen- 
sable — the accomplishment of the object, articles similar to them may be 

Mr. Everett, in his celebrated letter of December 1, 1852, to the Compte de 

rejecting the joint pronostiko of the French and British Govern- 
ments for a tri ite convention with the United States, disclaiming, sever- 
ay and collec vely, all intention to obtain possession of the Island of Cu 
and respectively ding themselves to discountenance all attempts to tha 
effect on the part of any power or uals whatever, said: 

“S meantime, has retained of her extensive dominions in this hemis- 
phere but the two islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico. A respectful sympathy 
with the fortunes of an ancient ally and a gallant people, with whom the 
United States have ever maintained the most friendly relations, would, if no 
other reason e make it our duty to leave her in the undisturbed posses- 
sion of this little remnant of her mighty transatlantic empire. The Presi- 
dent desires to do so. No word or deed of his will ever question her title or 
shake her possession. But can it be er ete to last very long? Can it resist 
this mighty current in the fortunes of the world? Is it desirable that it should 
do so! Can it be for the interest of S. toa ion that can ouly 
be maintained by a ga: of twenty-five or thirty thousand troops, a pow- 
erful naval force, and an annual expenditure for both arms of the service of 
at least $12,000,000? Cuba at this moment costs more to Spain than the en- 
itary establishment of the United States costs the Federal 

ing really injured by the loss of this island, 
there is no doubt that, were it 88 transferred to the United States, a 
prosperous commerce between Cuba and Spain, resulting from ancient asso- 
ciations and common and tastes, would be far more productive than 
the best contrived tem of colonial taxation. Such, notoriously, has been 
the result to Great Britain of the establishment of the independence of the 
United States. The decline of Spain from the position which she held in the 
time of Charles V is coeval with the foundation of her colonial system, while 
within twenty-five years, and since the loss of most of her colonies, she has 
9 Ben a course of rapid improvement unknown since the abdication 
0 peror. 

Mr. Marcy, in his dispatch of July 23, 1853, to Mr. Pierre Soulé, says: 

Sin: There are circumstances in the affairs 
with this country, which give unusual importance at this time to the mis- 


of her remaining poe in 
ba and Puerto Rico—to the United States, 


on occasion of the late disturbances in Cuba, volunteered their aid to sustain 
the 8 rule over it, and by their recent proposition to the United States 
for a tri ite convention to guarantee i on to Spain. Without an 
essen e as she will most likely 


nee in her present policy, such ac 
be unwilling to make, she can not, it is confidently believed, long sustain, 
unaided, arpea connection with thatisland. 

“What will be its destiny after it shall cease to be a tgs ett of Spain 
is a question with which some of the 8 wers of Europe have seen 
fit to concern themselves, and in which the United States have a deep and 
direct interest. 

I had occasion recently, in preparing instructions for our minister to Lon- 
don, to present the views of the President in relation to the interference of 
Great Britain, as well as of France, in * Cubanaffairs. To spare 
myself the labor of again going over the same ground, I herewith furnish you 

th an extract from those instructions. 

“The policy of the Government of the United States in regard to Cuba, in 
any conti gency calling for our inte tion, will depend in a t degree 
upon the uliar circumstances of the case, and can not, therefore, now be 

resented with much precision beyond what is indicated in.the instructions 
before referred to. Nothing will be done on our part to disturb its present 
connection with Spain, unless the character of that connection should be so 
changed as to affect our present or prospective security. While the United 
States would resist, at every howard, the transference of Cuba to any Euro- 
pean nation, they would exceedingly regret to see Spain resorting to any 
power for assistance to uphold her rule over it. Such a 8 on for- 
eign aid would, in effect, invest the auxiliary with the character of a protector, 
and give ita pretext to interfere in our affairs, and also general. in those 
of the North Americancontinent. Incase of collision with the United States, 
such 8 power would be in a condition to make nearly the same use 
of that island to annoy us as it could do if it were the absolute possessor of it. 

* Our minister at id, during the Administration of President Polk, 
was instructed to ascertain if Spain was disposed to transfer Cuba to the 
United States for a liberal pecuniary consideration. I do not understand, 


1896. 


however, that it was at that time the policy of this Government to acquire 
that island unless its inhabitants were very 5 disposed to concur in 
the transfer. Under certain conditions the United States might be 
to purchase it; but it is scarcely expected that you will find Spain, shoul 
‘ou attempt to ascertain her views upon the 580 at all inclined to enter 
Into such a negotiation, There is reason to believe t she is under obliga- 
tions to Great Britain and France not to transfer this island to the Uni 
States. Were there nothing else to justify this belief but the promptness 
with which these two powers sent their naval forces to her aid in the late 
Cuban disturbances, the proposition for a tripartite convention to guarantee 
Cuba to Spain, and, whaf is more significant than either of the above facts, 
Point rotest by England and France, to which I adverted in my 
instructions to Mr. Buchanan, against some of the views presented in Mr. 
Everett's letter of the 2d of December last to Mr. Sartiges, the French min- 
ister, would alone be satisfactory proof of such an arrangement. Independ- 
ent of any embarrassment of this nature, there are many other reasons for 
believing that Spain will 1 hold on to Cuba. and that the separa- 
tion, whenever it takes place, will be the work of violence." 

From these and other extracts that miigh, pa presented itis manifest that 
the ultimate acquisition of Cuba has long n rded as the fixed policy of 
the United States—necessary to the progressive development of our system. 
All e that the end is not only desirable butinevitable. The only difference 
of opinion is as to the time, mode, and conditions of obtaining it. 

The law of our national existence is 1 We can not, if we would, dis- 
obey it. While we should do nothi stimulate it unnaturally, we should 
be careful not to impose upon ourselves a regimen so strict as to prevent 
its healthful development. The tendency of the age is the expansion of 


the great powers of the world. England, France, and R all demon- 
strate the existence of this e Een Their growth, it is true, 
jal or total, of weaker parties—gen- 


only operates by the absorption, 
erally of eh haben 80 „is 
of geogra) on, a 

vii bera and is not 8 in a direction to en r our safety or 
9 our pr #88, we have neither the ht nor the disposition to find 
fault with it. t England pursue her march of conquest and annexation in 
India, France extend her dominions on the southern shores of the Mediter- 
ranean and advance her frontiers to the ussia subjugate her bar- 
rogress, if not with 


‘erence. emisphere the same 


Hane veniam petimusque damusque vicissim.” 


In this they are but obeying the laws of their organization. When they 
cease to w, they will soon commence that period of decadence which is the 
fate of all nations as of individual man. 

The question of the annexation of Cuba to the United States, we repeat, is 
a guestion but of time. The fruit that was not ripe when John Quincy 

"A penned his dispatch to Mr. Forsyth (it has not yet been severed by 
violence from its native tree, as he anticipated) is now mature. Shall it be 
plucked by a friendly hand, pre d to compensate its proprietor with a 
princely guerdon, or shall it fall decaying to the aouns 

As Spain can not long maintain her grasp on this distant colony, there are 
but three possible alternatives in the future of Cuba: First, eee py 
one of the great European powers. This we have declared to be incompati- 
ble with our safety, and have announced to the world that any attempt to 
consummate it will be resisted by all the means in our power. en first we 
made this declaration, we were comparatively feeble. The srruggle would 
have been fearful and TUONA but we were prepared to make it at whatever 
hazard. That declaration often been repeated since, With a population 
nearly tripled, our financial resources and our means, offensive and defen- 
sive, in in an infinitely larger pro on, We can not now shrink from 
an issue that all were then za to meet. 

The second alternative is the independence of the island. This independ- 
ence could oy be nominal; it could never be maintained in fact. It would 
eventually fall under some protectorate, open or disguised. If under ours, 
annexation would soon follow as certainly as the shadow follows the sub- 
stance. An European protectorate could not be tolerated. The closet philan- 
thropists of England and France would, as the price of their protection, insist 
upon 9 their schemes of emancipation. Civil and servile war would 
soon follow, and Cuba would present, as Haiti now does, no traces of its 
former prosperity, but the ruins of its once noble mansions. Its uncontrolled 

ssion by either France or England would be less dangerous and offensive 
Cone Southern States thana pretended independent black empire or republic. 

The third and last alternative is annexation to the United States. How 
and when is this to be effected? By conquest or negotiation? Conquest, even 
without the hostile interference of another European power than Spa 
would be expensive, but with such interference would 5 involve the 
whole civilized world in war, entail upon us the interruption, if not the loss, 
of our foreign trade, and an expenditure far exceeding any sum which it has 

* eyer been Cpo tang a to offer for the purchase of Cu It would, besides, 
in all probability, lead toservile insurrection, and to the great injury oreven 
total eee of the industry of the island. Purchase, then, by negotia- 
tion seems to be the only practicable course; and, in the opinion of the com 
mittee, that can not be attempted with any reasonable prospect of success, 
unless the President be furnished with the means which he has suggested in 
hisannual message, and which the bill proposes to give him. 

Much has been said of the danger of confiding such powers to the Execu- 
tive. aud from the fierceness with which the proposition has been denounced 
it might be supposed that it was without precedent. So far is this from 
being the case, that we have three different acts epon the statute book, plac- 
ing large sums of moo Bed the disposition of the President for the purpose 
of aiding him in negotiations for the acquisition of territory. The first is the 
act of Februa: a Although its object was well known, viz, to be used 
in negotiating for the purchase of Louisiana, the act does not indicate it. It 
placed i $2,000,000 unreservedly at the disposition of the President, for the pur- 

e of defraying any “ extraordinary expense which may be incurred in the 
eee Between the United States and foreign nations.“ Second. The 
act of February 13, 1806, using precisely the same phraseology, appropriates 
$2,000,000, it prng unders that it was to be used in negotiating for the 
purchase of Florida. so 

The act of March 3, 1847, making further appropriation to bring the exist- 

ing war with Mexico toa speedy and honorable conclusion,” has been adopted 
as the model on which the present bill is framed. Its preamble states that 

“whereas, in the adjustment of so many complicated questions as now exist 

between the two countries, it may possibly happen that an expenditure of 
mon x will be called for by the stipulations of any treaty which may be en- 
tered into, therefore the sum of $3,000,000 be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
riated, to enable the President to conclude a treaty of peace, limits, and 
eee with the Republic of Mexico; to be used by him in the event 
said treaty. when signed by the authorized agents of the two Governments 
and duly ratified by Mexico, shall call for the expenditure of the same, or an 


rt thereof.” The bill now reported appropriates. under the same condi- 
202 $30,000,000 to make a treaty with Spain for the purchase of the Island 
0 r 


It will be perceived that this bill defines strictly the object to which the. 
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amount appropriated shall be applied, and in this rt allows a much nar- 
rower range of discretion to the present Executive the acts of 1803 and 
1806 gave to Mr. Jefferson. In those cases the object of the R was 
as well known to the country and to the world as if it had E valy 
stated. The knowledge of that fact did not then in the slightest degree ten 
to defeat the intended object, nor can it do so now. Under our form of gov- 
ernment we have no state secrets. With us diplomacy has ceased to be en- 
veloped with the mysteries that of yore were considered inseparable from its 
successful exercise. Directness in our policy and frankness in its avo 
are in conducting our foreign intercourse not less essential to the mainte- 
nance of our national character and the permanent interests of the Republio 
than are the same y bY to social position and the advancement of honest 
enterprise in private life, 

Much has been said of the 1 of this mode of proceeding; that the 
offer co pero will offend the Spanish pride, be regarded as an insult, and 
rejected with contempt; that, i d of promoting a consummation that all 

it to be desirable, it will have the opposite tendency. If this were true, 
it would be a conclusive argument against the bill, but a brief consideration 
will show the fallacy of these views. For many years our desire to peronas 
Cuba has been known to the world. Seven years since President Fillmore 
communicated to Congress the instructions to our ministers on that rakion 


ion was offensive. And why should it bèso? 
We simply say to Spain, * You have a distant possession, held by a precarious 
tenure, which is almost indispensable tous for the protection of our com- 
merce, and may, from its peculiar position, the character of its population, 
and the mode in which it is governed, lead at any time toa rupture which 
both nations would 3 Thi on, rich though it be in all the 
elements of wealth, ye ds to your treasury a net revenue not amounting, on 
the average of a series of years, tothe hundredth part of the price we are 
prepared to give you for it. True, you have heretofore refused to consider 
our proposition, but circumstances are changing daily. What may not have 
suited you in 1848 may now be more acceptable. Should a war break out in 
Europe, Spain can scarcely hope to escape being involved init. The poopie 
of Cuba naturally desire to have a yoice in the government of the nd. 
They may seize the occasion to proclaim their independence, and you may 
regret not having accepted the rich indemnity we offer.” 

ut even these arguments will not be praes upon unwilling ears. Our 
minister will not broach the nie oh ssn yn o shall have good reason to believe 
that it will be favorably entertained. Such an opportunity may occur when 
least expected. Spain is the country of coups d'état and pronunciamentos. 
The 1 minister of to-day may be a fugitive to-morrow. With the 
forms of a representative government. it is, in fact, a despotism sustained by 
the bayonet; a despotism tempered only by frequent, violent, and bloody 
revolutions. Her financial condition is one of extreme embarassment—a 
crisis may arise when even the dynasty may be overthrown unless u 1 
sum of money can be raised forthwith Spain will be in the position of the 
needy possessor of land he can not cultivate, having all the pride of one to 
whom it has descended through a long line of ancestry, but his necessities 


are stronger than his will; he must have money. A 3 neighbor. whose 
domains it will round off, is at hand to furnish it. He retains the old man- 


sion, but sells what will relieve him from immediate ruin. 

The President, in his annual message, has told us that we should not, if we 
could, acquire Cuba by any other means than honorable negotiation, unless 
circumstances which he does not anticipate render a i gorda te from such a 
course justifiable, under the imp+rative and overruling law of self-preserva- 
tion. He also tells us that he desires to renew the negotiations, and it may 
become indispensable to success that he should be intrusted with the means 
for aan an advance to the Spanish Government ent eee the 
1 of the treaty, without awaiting the ratification of it by the Senate. 
This, in point of fact, is an appeal to Con; for an Sx peng of its opinion 
on the DROSS: of renewing the ne tiation. Should we fail to give him 
the means which may be indi nsable to success, it may well be considered 
p es President as an intimation that we do not desire the acquisition of the 


It has been asserted that the people of Cuba do not desire a transfer to the 
United States. If this were so. it would present a very serious objection to 
the measure. The evidence on which it is based is that on receipt of the 
President's message addresses were made by the municipal authorities of Ha- 
bana and other towns, protes their devotion to the Crown and their hostil- 
ity to the institutions of the United States. Anyone who has had an opportu- 
nity of observing the 5 influence of the bayonet in countries where 
it rules supreme will know how much value to attach to such demonstra- 
tions of popular sentiment. There can be no doubt that an immense ority 
of the people of Cuba are not only in favor, but ardently desirous of annexa- 
tion to the United States. It would be strange, indeed. if they were not so; 
deprived of all influence, even in the local affairs of the island; unrepresen 
in the Cortes: governed by successive hordes of hungry officials sent from the 
mother country to acquire fortunes to be enjoyed at home, having no sym- 
pathy with the pee oa among whom they are mere sojourners, and upon whom 

hey look down as inferiors; liable to be arrested at any moment on the most 
trifling charges; tried by military courts or submissive judges, removable at 
ensure; punished at the discretion of the captain-general, they would be 
ess than men if they were contented with their yoke. But we have the best 
authority, from the most reliable sources, for asserting that nearly the entire 
native population of Cuba desires annexation. 

Apprehensions have been expressed by some Southern statesmen of perils 
resulting from the different elements composing the 8 and the sup- 
posed mixture of races. They are not fasti ed by the facts. The entire 
8 by the census of 1850, was 1,247,230, of which 605,560 were whites, 

„570 free colored, and 436,100 slaves, 

Allowing the same annual percentage of increase for each class as shown 
by comparison with the previous census, the total 55 now is about 
1,586,000, of which 742,000 are whites, 263,000 free colored, and 581,000 slaves. 
There is good reason to suppose that the slaves considerably exceed the esti- 
mated number, it having Doan, until very recently, the interest of the pro- 
prietor to understate it. The feeling of caste or raco is as marked in Cuba 
as in the United States. The white creole is as free from all taint of African 
blood as the descendant of the Goth on the plains of Castile. There is a nu- 
merous white ntry, brave, robust, sober, and honest, not yet, perhaps, 
Tegen intelligently to discharge all the duties of the citizen of a free repub- 
ic, but who, from his organization, physical and mental, is capable of being 
elevated by culture to the same level with the educated Cubans, who, as a 
class, are as refined, well-informed, and fitted for self-government as men of 
any class of any nation can be who have not inhaled with their breath the 
atmosphere of freedom. 

Many of them, accompanied by their families, are to be met with every 
summer at our cities and eee places, observing and apprecia the 
working of our form of government and its marvelous results; many see 
until the arrival of more auspicious days an asylum from the oppression 
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has driven them from their homes; while hundreds of their youths in our | can not act without consulting his royal mistress at Madrid. Th r 

schools and colleges are acquiring our and fitting themselves here- | informed that it is necessary to await the return of a separi or tke tase 

after, it is to be h at no distant da: pod nag Reh part in their | which is to be obtained from Cuba, and many years elapse ‘ore it is ripe 

own legislativ = in the aoe = n praon: 3 680 tor decision. These seer — in 5 natan ae to 5 denial of 
e great prop! 0 econ- | justice, And even when the ol tion oi em ted. 

tinuance of the African slave 3 which is carried on by Spaniards from e treasury ora cha of 2 = holding 


the Peninsula, Americans, and other advanturers from every clime yment. This would long since have justified us in resorting to 
and country, eee and protected by the authorities of Cuba of every 8 that pore oy oer n. 8 


tion as it has been in denouncing abases of our flag. which we can not entirely | vidual enterprises that would long ere this have revolutionized the island. 
paok this question would — ainos have ceased to be a source of irritat- | Itis in part, probably. for this cause that the President has recommended the 

mg discussion, it may be, of possible future difficulty. Those who desire to | policy which this bill embodies, and the world can not fail to recognize in its 
bas Pama p the slave trade may find in their sympathy for the African a motive | adoption by Congress a determination to maintain him in his efforts to pre- 
to support this bill. serve untarnished our national character for justice and fair dealing. 

We have, since the conclusion of the Ashburton tréaty in 182, kept up a | The effects of the acquisition of Cuba will be no less beneficial in its com- 
squadron on the coast of Africa for the suppression of the slave trade, and | mercial, than in its tical and moral aspects. The length of the island 
we are still bound to continue it. The ann cost of this squadron is at least | is about 770 miles, an average breadth of about 4) miles, comprising an 
$800,000. The cost in seventeen years amounts to $13,600,000, and this, too, with | area of 31,468 square miles. The soil is fertile, climate genial, and its ports 
results absolutely insignificant. It appears from a 3 gabe of a select com- | the finest in the world. Habana is more familiarly known to us, for apart 
mittee of the British House of Commons, made in ch, 1850, that the | from our extensive trade, which employs several hundred American vessels, 
number of slaves exported from Africa had sunk down in 1842 1 very | thousands of our citizens have touched at that port in our steamers on their 
cg in which the Ashburton treaty was Nae oy to neari „000. In | way to California or New Orleans. They have all carried away with them 

$43 it rose to 55,000. In 1846 it was 76,000; in 1847 it was ai, and was | vivid recollections of its magnificent harbor, and have breathed ardent pray- 
then in astate of unusual activity. Sir Charles Hotham, one of the most | ers that their next visit should be hailed by the Stars and Stripes floating 
distinguished officers of the British nayy, and whocommanded on the coast | from the Moro. And yet Cubacan boast of several other harbors equally safo 
of Africa for several years, was examined by that select committee. He | and more extensive than that of Habana. 
said that the force under his command was in a high state of discipline; | In 1855 the importations, by official custom-house returns, were $31,216,000, 
that his views were carried out by his officers to his entire satisfaction; | the exports $34,903,000. As duties are levied on exports as well as imports, 
that, so far from having succeeded in stopping the slave trade, he there can be no 5 in these returns, and the real amount is un- 
not even crippled it to the extent of giving it a permanent check; t the | doubtedly considerably larger. 

slave trade been regulated by the commercial demand for slaves, and When we consider that more than two-thirds of the whole area of the island 
had been little affected by the presence of his squadron, and that experience | is susceptible of culture, and that not a tenth part of it is now cultivated, we 
had proven the 2 of repression by cruisers on the coast of Africa futile— | may form some idea of the immense development which would be given to 
this, too, when the British squadron counted 27 vessels, comprising several | its 3 by a change from a system of monopoly and despotism to free 
steamers, carrying about 300 guns and 3,000 men. The annual expense of the | trade and free institutions. Whatever may be the enhanced cost of produc- 
squadron is about $3,500,000, with auxiliary establishments on the coast cost- | tion, caused by the increased value of labor, it will be nearly if not quite 


ing at least $1,500,000 more—a total cost annually of $5,000,000 in pursuance of | com ted by the removal of export duties, and of those levied on articles 
a og 2 ex meres 5 to be futile roduced in the United States, which are now by unjust discrimination vir- 
7 the n slave 


e Was in full activity. It has been entirely | tually excluded from consumption. It is not possible within the limits which 
8 for several years. The slaves now shipped from the coast of ce committee have prescribed to themselves for this report to cite more 
ica are exclusively for the Spanish islands. It is not easy to estimate the | than a few of the must important. Of flour, on an ave: of three years, 
number. From the best data, however, it is supposed now to be from twenty- | from 1848 to 1850, there were im the United States 5,642 barrels, 
five to thirty thousand per year. It would cease to exist the moment we paying pen ey barrel. From other countries, and it is believed 
ay Seg possession of the Island of Cuba. exclusively from 0% barrels, Paying 8 duty of $2.52 per barrel, a dis- 
he importation of slaves into the United States was prohibited in 1808. | crimination against our flour of nearly r cent on its present average 
Since then, a period of more than fifty years, but one case occurred of its | value in our markets. On lard, of which the importation from the United 
violation—that of the Wanderer, which has recently excited so much atten- | States was 10.168. 00 pounds, a duty is levied of 81 por quintal, while of oliye 
tion. 4 oil 8,481,000 pounds were imported, which is chiefly used as its substitute, 
Another consequence which should equally enlist the sympathies of philan- | pa aduty of 87 cents per quintal. Of beef, dry and jerked, but 339,101 
thropists, excepting that class whose tears are only shed for those of ebon | pounds were imported from the United States, paying a duty of $1.9% per 
hue, and who turn with indifference from the suffe of men of any other uintal, while the importation from other quarters, princi y from Buenos 
- complexion, is the suppression of the infamous coolie traffic—a traftic so much aera: was 30,544,000 By mens paying a gori of $1.17, the difference being, in 
the more nefarions as the Chinese is elevated above the African in the scale | fact, a protection of the Spanish flag, which thus enjoys a monopoly of this 
of creation; more civilized, more intellectual, and therefore feeling more | branch of trade. To-day, with its increased Population and wealth, it is fair 
acutely the shackles of the slave ship and the harsh discipline of the overseer, | to presume that, were Cuba annexed to the ted States, with the stimulus 
The number of Chinese shipped for Cuba since the commencement of the | afforded by low prices, her annual consumption of our flour would be 600,000 
trafic up to March last is 28,777, of whom 4,134 perished on the paare barrels; of our lärd, 25,090,000 pounds; of our beef, 20,000,000, and of pork, the 
From that date up to the close of the year the number landed at Habana | most solid and nutritious f for the laborer, 10,000,000 pounds, e same 
was 9449. We blush to say that three-fourths of the number were trans- ratio of increase would be exhibited in our whole lists’ of exports. Many 
ported under the American and British flags—under the flags of the two | articles that now appear not at all or in very limited quantities would force 
countries that have been the most zealous for the suppression of the African | their way into general consumption. The Spanish flag, deprived of the ad- 
slave trade. The ratio of mortality on the was A r cent, and a | vantage of discriminating duties of tonnage and impost, would soon abandon 
much larger proportion of these wretched were lan an enfeebled | a 5 which it could not sustain on equal terms, and the whole car- 
condition. , too, from a temperate climate, they are not capable of | rying e, fı and domestic, would fall into the hands of our enterpris- 
end the exposure to the tropical sun, in which the African delights to ing merchants and shipowners, but chiefly those of the Northern and Middle 
bask. n their allotted. time of service shall have been completed, the | States, while the farmer of the West would havea new and constantly in- 
small remnant of the survivors will furnish conclusive evidence of the bar- | creasing market open to him for the products of the soil. With all the dlead 


temporary slave beyond that of extrac ting from him the test possible | of Ha alone last year numbered 958, with a tonnage of 403,479. To what 

amount 01 labor during the continuance of his servitude. death or inca- re will this be extended when ours shall be the national flag of Cuba? 

3 to labor at the end of his term is to the master a matter of as much e cultivation of sugar is the chief basis of the wealth and prosperity of 
m 


Cul 
chester spinner. island, is about a 

Another effect of this m , which will recommend it most strongly to | amount of cane Se, which Europe and the United States are supplied 
the humanitarians, will be the better treatment and increased happiness of | is estimated at 1,273,000 tons; of this, Cuba and Louisiana now furnish some- 
the slaves now existing in the island that would inevitably flow from it. As | what more than 45 per cent. Is it extravagant to predict that, with Cuba 
a general role, the slave is well treated in proportion to productiveness | annexed, we should in a few years have as complete control of this great 
and convertible value, as an expensive instrument is more carefully handled | staple—which has long since ceased to be a luxury and become almost a 
than one of less cost. When the importation of slaves from abroad is | necessity of life—as we now have of cotton? 
arrested, the home 8 affords the only means of supplying the There is one other consideration, of minor importance when compared with 
tinier, Sea gay or labor. It may be assumed as an axiom of political the vast political interests involved in the question of acquisition: it is that 
economy that the of population, if not the only true is the most | of cost. gore past, as appears he 
reliable of the average well-being of the class to which itis applied. Tried | minister at d was authorized to offer $100,000,000 as the extreme price 
by this test, the slave of the United States affordsa very standard as com- | for the purchase of Cu Ir th thing be 
pared even with the white population of our favored land. But when compari- | added to it now. Assuming it to be twenty-five millions more, the annual 
son is made with the statistics of African slavery inall European colonies the | interest, without reference to the probable premium which would be real- 
results are siantio Since Las Casas. in his zeal for the protection of the | ized froma loan Lemar A per cent interest, would be $8,250,000. Of the im- 
Indian, originated the African slave trade, it is estimated that the whole num- | posts of $31,216,000 in your committee have not before them the means 
ber th rted to the New World has been about 8. 5,000. Of these, we, in of ascertaining the proportion canine from the United States. From the 
our colo condition, and since, have only received about 375,000. By nat- | summary of Balanzas Gen from to 1554, in the rt of Commer- 
ural increase, after deducting all who are free, we had, in 1850, 3,204,000 slaves | cial Relations, volume 1, page 187, it may, however, be fairly assumed to be 
of the African race. These, allowing the same percentage of increase for | somewhat more than one-fourth, or about $3,000,000. This rtion would 
nine years asthe census returns show during the last decennial period, would | doubtless be 1 Admitting it to be 816,216. 00, it would leave 
now number over 4,300,000; while, from the same data, the free colored popu- | a balance of $15,000,000 on which duties could be levied. Under our present 
lation would amount to 496,000, The British West India colonies received | tariff the average rate of duties is about 18} per cent; but as the articles on 
about 1,700,000. The whole populis konor thoseislands, including Jamaica and | our free list are of very limited consumption in Cuba, the average there 
rt tg ee ge from the Spaniards, and British Guiana, black, white, and | would be at least 20 cent. This would yield a revenue from customs of 
mixed, is bu eg irae The Spanish and other West India Islands received 000, 
about 3,000,000. This is very much more than their entire population to-day. | removal of many burdens from the consumer, it would necessarily be greatly 
The proportion may in some of the colonies, but the general result wii and rei augmented. It would be a moderate calculation to my hat in 
be foun avery whats the same—a v. much less number now of | two years it would reach $4,000,000, On ä it may be said that our 
African descent, either pure or mixed, than have been imported from Africa. | e diture would be largely increased. Such is n. 

There eee old pasa eee ma viewed, which is a N that from greater u 
d ol serious consideration. Itisftorcibly putin the President's annual fı relations, resulting from the settlement of this long ted and dis- 
message that the low rn ute ray the personsand of our tur question, our naval e 0 t be safely reduced, while no 
citizens by the local au es of Cuba for many years past present, in the addition to our military esta ment would be re Ithasalready been 
person of the captain-general, the anomaly of absolute power to intlict injury | shown that an annual saying of 000 may be effected by withdrawing the 
without any faculty to t. He : African squad: services So oo Se be Loans Feo our 
our shores, without just cause, the ofan American , | expenditure for the interest on the debt arine would be 
or incarcerate his person; but if applied to for redress, we are told that he | credited by $4,800,000, leaving an annual balance of but $1,425,000 to the debis 
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5 eee fh po! hed in the balance with the advan- 
faces, pol d commercial, which 8 result from it? Your commit- 
Waun chat it t should not, 
A few words on the wealth and 1 Cuba. and a yonr committee will 
io importano ofthe subject but wh ich, it muy bo ats gee ge tee ys 1 
importance of the subjec 5 n under the 
of other business durin, be consi 
5 Us n eoat tact iat ean bS 
vied u an 4 out 5 
their material p: pi rogress, is the experimentum crucis of the fertility of ity of the 
land they inhabit. Trie Tried by this tes test, Cuba will favorably compare with any 
country on either side of the Atlantic. 


Rg: the quantity of from which the United Sta: land, Euro; 
the Modi editerranean 2 to be supplied reaches Kep: 1210 A Thus. 


Your committee have before them the last Cuban budget, which presents 000 
the actual receipts and expenditures for one year, with e estimates for the for tho 0.0 consumption in E Pandi. it i 10 e pou poun andin ds par 
same for the next six months. The income derived trom. direct taxes, ON- United States 20 mands r head. e use of sugar in e wor rld is rapid 
toms, m ne ete. 1 $1 050. © expenses are $16,299,063. | increasing. t has doubled in thirty years. It has in 
Tu 3 the bu it 8 Son Uy the fect thes = = more than 50 per cons ix eee d in fifteen years. In the Zollverein it 
Penin . d amounts to $1,404, Aud i th A my Arcot mciones e bas quadrupl The following è table wil show the imports and produc- 
tage Spain derives from the possession of Cuba. and even sum very much — f sugar in Great B and the United States during many 
exceeds the average net revenue remitted from that isla: 1585 the expenses of 


the army and navy employed at or es Cuba bein ba being paid Ù the island. The 
disbursements are those of the genera on oi 
of Habana and pose cities 3 provided for by 5 imposts taxes. 


Consumption of sugar in Great Britain, Frunce, and United States, 


It may be moderate! ee R 
cials amount to $5,000, per annum, thus increasing oe expenses of the 2 vor: 
ernment of Cuba, a om those which, with us, would be conside: Total. age t 
county or munici — —.— ergy sum of 1 or about 313.50 per 0 un 
head for the whole of the island, tree and sla’ Under this sys- 
tem of I SMi ppr 3 taxation the — — has, for a 
series o. ment e ased at the mean rate of ties per annum, Tons. ong 
about ÈA to that of the United States. 108, 49. 

Since the reference of the bill to the committee, th 35, 00) 108, 674 45.42 
toa resolution of the Senate 3 11 ers 1 le wich the 0 93,214) 42.80 
—.— interest, to communicate to the te any and all correspondence 32, 128,206| 41.83 

tween the Government of the United States the Government of Her 85, 1% 133,336) 40.40 
Catholic Majesty relating toany proposition for the . of the Island of 46,8 8| 128, 41.85 
Cuba, which correspondence has not bee: to either House of Con- 52, 169, 31.95 
gress, in forms us that no such correspondence has taken place which has not 48, 211, 29.40 
already been communica’ to Dongen. e takes occasion to repeat what 43, 202, 31.00 
he said in his annual m: that itis Richie? important, if not indispensable 67, 194, 32. 23 
to the success of any nego’ tion for the purchase, that the measure sh: 74, 202, 82. 82 
receive the previous . of Congress, 82,08 67, B| B47, 28. 00 

This emphatic reiteration of his previous recommendation throws upon 32, N. 393, 30.72 
Congress the responsibility of ae i with) if — Indeed. y inference is 40, . 2 452, G44). — 
President elf not feel justified in re mowing FCC ios 8884 

en not feel jus rene n 70 Ht. 
— — 4, 3| 425, 434) - 


The committee leave to a) various tables concerning sta- 
. ipa Pee Pon . : 
AN of which is respectfully submitted. 
No. 1. arapa of the Island of Cuba with foreign nations for the years 1852, 
1858, cn isst, made up from the t general balan 2 i 


[From Ex. Doc. No. 107, first sessi fourth Congress, Commercial 
Haines of of the ag Uattel Sena] 


1852. 1853. 
Exports. Imports. Exports. Imports 


To close of February. 
The production of beet-root sugar in France was for four years as follows! 


f 


m 


892, 615,692 
076, „641,813 
K * 04" Ag Ste git on to March 1, and exceed by 54,000,000 kilograms 

= 1, 811 — thet pr oduct of last year. The production in the Zollverein in 1855 was as 
801; 671. 380 | follows: 

BESS PRS po anes Emenee ay Lobsters 14.180 Cwt. 
297, 251, 482 14, 099, 
804. 309, 949 2. 


155 
A 
8 
SS 
SSS L888 


ER 
282 


9 total of 19,188,402. The increase in the 5 is immense 
184. the total for the three countries above named was 000 tons. Tha 
creased to 800,000 tons, or a fergie Fee 3 and the su 
has come from Louisiana an: * the ee eee iy 
e WO years, and, as a uence, nearly convu e worl 
in the open market, Tah z 


No. 2.—Statement of the aggregate of revenue and expenditure of the Island of 


S 


REVENUE. : The value of 8 seems to ee walt the ee 
Sect: on tions and im ports 833. carious crop of —.— when t tails, the 
ee ate O Epo 9.005. sie or | World.— United States Economist. 
Section 3.—Taxes and monopolies 1, 069, 795. 44 
Section 4.—Lotteries--_.....-......-. .--- * 6,719, 200.00 | No. 4.—Table of number of Chinese . Se Srom China from 1847 to March 23, 
Section 5.—State property. — 119, 285, 04 i 
Bection 6.—Contingencies ~n... .. 595, 928. 94 The foll table, derived from a reliable source, exhibits the total num- 


ber of vessels t have arrived at this sid since 1347 with Asiatics, their, 
paben os of 1 ship and landed, number and percent- 
uninteresting: 


POUR oan an AAA ß 21, 333, 928, 88 flags, tonnage, 
age of deaths, etc. w I think, will not be deemed 


Ree ER RS BE SA es ER EE 12, 972. 88 
r 21, 825, 958. 00 4 | Percent- 
Landed. | Deaths. | age o 
EXPENDITURE. d 
Section 1.—Grace and justice 712, 755.00 
Section 2.—War..............-. 5, 806, 538. 36 
Section 3.—Exchequer-.-.-. - 7, 645, 145.43 5,920 12 
Section 4.—Ordinary expenses... 2/880, 634. 16 1 1 
Aa ia —e y expenses. 1,190, 700. 73 4 A 154 
Section 5.—Executive department. — 2,115,883. 12 eo 5 11 
Section 6.—Attentions (remittances) of the peninsulaa 1, 404, 059.00 13 a 
17 ĩð§VU? onsen Walon cas au E too vaste 21,321, 065.44 aoe —— s} 
*From this sum should be deducted $5,022,000, which figures among the 21 179 19 
expenditures of the exchequer under the Government er. of prizes in 202 155 B 
the lotteries, and which is uded in the sum of 57,648,145. set down as ex- 
28,77 24,643 4,13 | 14g 


nded * fai that department. This leaves a net revenue from that source of 
H. 200, and a total net revenue of $16,105,956. 
22 
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4 — actually amounts to 14 per cent; and whilst the number of deaths 
of those brought hither in Portuguese ships amounts to only 2} per cent, the 
gatas brought in American rae amounts to 12 per cent, in British ships to 

4$ per cent, and in French shi 131 per cent, whilst in Peruvian ships the 
number of deaths amounts to Bi per cent, - 


No. 5.—Population of the West Indies, as stated in Colton’s Atlas of the World, 


volume 1. 
Haiti: 
JCC7SEFk᷑!!:!: veins scans anSudecoenuseenucakawaacee , 000 
3 138, 000 
err v , 009, 060 
erto Rico 447,914 
eee 95 
upe and dependen 25 ; 

1 FF 121,478 
French Guiana: 22,110 
t. 1 TW „ , 000 

D A Ea — SEAS 13, 666 

Cruz 23 = 


101 t, — 5 808 

. 29 996 

1 , 402 82 022 

B| gal 8] Be 

00 20, 836 65 895 

rt} 20, 409 67 058 

— ase 20, 768 83 256 
60 21, 007 18 626 

78 85, 540 56 976 

69 30,313 66 729 

— — — 9⁵ 23. 825 86 182 
ä — scanncnnvesese 958 392. 572 653 | 151,027 

909 | 406,873 684 | 153,651 

883 | 884,752 952 159,534 

889 | 879,827 527 | 120,881 

908 | 836,998 571| 111,823 

813 | 304,138 553 | 111,020 

750 | 808,120 578 | 114,338 

856 | B44, 046 550| 114,216 

. 63t | 298,299 541 107,280 


APPENDIX NO. 2. 
BPEECH OF HON. J. P. BENJAMIN, OF LOUISIANA, ON THE ACQUISITION OF 
CUBA. 


[Delivered in the Senate of the United States, Friday, February 11, 1859.] 


$ * + * + * * 


I have thus far spoken, sir, of the beneficial results to humanity arising 
from the acquisition of Cuba, in the double aspect of the preservation of the 
island from a lapse into the barbarism and 8 of the other Antilles, 
and of regard for its miserable laboring po tion. What would be its 
effects on the superior race—on the white natives of the island, now number- 
ing nearly three-quarters of a million? 

spite of pro forma petitions, recently forwarded from Habana, under the 
orders of the captain-general, the ardent aspirations of the Cubans for 
release from the indig tyranny under which they languish are too well 
known for 3 I will not appeal to a 8 rsonal to us all; 
I will not rely on the fact that, amongst the numerous Cu with whom 1 
have had opportunity of conversing on the subject, I never yet have found 
one—no, not one—who did not pant for the hour of freedom, who was not 
ready to strike for his liberty if the remotest p: of succor could be held 
out to him. I will a l to history, and leave its teachings to the apprecia- 
tion of a candid world. 


Christina threw herself into the arms of the liberal party in 


6S an 
accorded by that celebrated document to the mother country. Under its 
8 the Junta de Fomento was established in Habana, With branches 
in all the 3 cities of the island. When, in 1838, the revolution of La 
Granja placed the party of the Progresistas in power, subverted the royal 
statutes, and proclaimed the old constitution of 1512, the Queen Mother, then 
Regent, in convoking the Cortes, included the W from Cuba in the call. 
In the meantime, however, the example of the other Spanish-American 
colonies which had succeeded in establishing their independence had not been 
without its effects on Cuba. In 1825 the liberator, Bolivar, offered to aid the 
triots by an invasion of the island. Numerous societies were formed under 
he title of the “ Soles de Bolivar,” and overs one, was for second- 


prepared 
ing the invasion, which might very possibl ve proved successful but for 
theintervention of our own Government, which See 


dissuaded theinvasion. ( 


From the foregoing it will be seen that the loss of life on the total number | British islands: 
Bahamas 


SSR EE TERIER ES 


RESRSAAASSSRARETSSE 


18 6, 256 1 1,050 14 8, B45 183 1 
1 9.976 3 1,635 18 8,710 146 Be 85 
4, 884 5 3,948 a 2, 756 158 63, 013 
21 9, 347 2 1, 238 6,053 212 72, 653 
15 5,940 8 1,178 10 8,085 211 71,521 
11 5,184 2 709 13 4,871 160 54, 996 
10 4,181 1 836 12 4.817 144 44.751 
il 5,34 1 299 10 8, 928 103 40, 575 
10 5, 443 2 1,056 12 8,371 102 35, 587 
z 7.500 2 748 10 8, 823 161 60, 087 
4,052 8 853 15 3,390 160 56, 40 
6,090 1 614 12 8, 782 209 55, 493 
161 74,127 25 12, 662 79 46,432 1,949 679, 815 
— 
152 64, 110 67 28, 760 14¹ 42, 972 1,953 696, 306 
181 50,013 62 , 133 182 88, 993 1,815 662, 428 
16 49, 963 123 83, 522 113 29, 462 1,717 613, 155 
122 59, 556 69 18,790 127 80,027 1,782 557, 186 
136 58, B24 93 20,877 122 83, 030 1,717 527, 
143 55, 427 52 12,538 124 29, 782 1,647 520, 
191 58, 308 47 11, 124 156 40, 789 1,800 568, 
164 65, 136 5¹ 12, 400 152 40, 837 1,542 423, 


letters of Mr. Clay to the ministers of Colombia and Mexico, December 20, 
1825.) The knowledge of this effervescence of the public mind induced, on 
the part of the S; one of the most extrao: ry acts which ever 
emanated from a d t. e gave the Captain eral, by an ordinance of 
the 2th of May, 1 all the powers granted tothe governors of besi 

towns; or, in ot. 8 the whole island under martial law, with 
full power in the Captain-General over the lives, fortunes, and liberties of the 
peon e, and with the right of suspending all laws and royal decrees at his 


pleasure. 
This would a searcely credible, but I desire to read a pamago from 
this ordinance of 1825 of the Spanish King. I find it fortunately translated 
here in a little book called Cuba and the Cubans, which I would recommend 
to the perusal of gentlemen who may desire some additional facts in relation 
to the condition of the island: 

On the 28th of May, 1825, the royal ordinance addressed to the Captain- 
General of Cuba declares: It has pleased His esty, in conformity with 
the advice of his ministers, to authorize your excellency, fully investing you 
with the whole extent of power which by royal ordinances is granted to the 
governors of besl: towns; in consequence the: Majesty most amply 
and unrestrictedly authorizes your excellency not only to remove from the 
island such persons holding office from the Government or not, whatever 
their occupation, work, class, or situation in life may be, whose residence 
there you may believe to be prejudicial, or whose public or private conduct 
or His Rie suspicious to you, employing in their stead faithful servants 
of esty. Also to nd the execution of whatever royal orders 
or general decrees in all the erent branches of the administration, or in 
any of them, as your excellency may think conducive to the royal 
service.’* 

We are told that under this ear of government the whites are con- 
tented. Why, sir, independent of the conspiracies of which I have spoken, 
in 1823-24 and 1825. in in 1826 another conspiracy broke out, and its chiefs 
were arrested, and chez and erro were executed at Port au Prince; 
an aan ata later day, the conspi called the conspiracy of the Black 
Eagle broke out, and was again repressed and those ed in it executed 
or exiled or imprisoned. ‘The different conspiracies t have existed of 
late years are to us all; the various expeditions of Lopez and 
his eer age and the last of which I have any memory, or, at least, 
authentic detail, is that of 1851, when a few Cuban patriots, worn-out, 
disappointed fugitives, still had courage to meet ee, on the 4th 
of July, 1851, and declared the independence of Cuba. Here is their declara- 
tion of independence. I am going to refer to this, not so much for the 
purpose of showing this fact, not so much for the purpose of calling attention 
to the signatures, including names of this same family Qf Aguerro, t seems 

have distin itself in behalf of the liberties of its country, but 
because there is a list of grievances in this declaration of independence to 
which I now desire to call the attention of the Senate, and which I will la: 
before 3 every man who hears it, if it be ble that human bein 
subjec to grievances like these can be content, can be willing to kiss 
rod which tes them? 
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„sir, by stating the horrible cruelties that are exercised u 
1 8 Fish; I will read it as well as I can; it will be probably 
ha ie = roa id would refuse credence to the his. 
2 rid w. 
apy We horrible ieiquities which ha trated in Cuba, and 
0 


monsters ca 


ment disposes to obscure them, nobody can resist the evidence 
of ce es gts public — — 
erefore, the: on to relate: 

“Tt was publi Set with arms in his hands, that General Tacon despoiled 
the Island of Cuba of the constitution of Byatt, proclaimed by all the powers 
of the Monarchy and which these powers ordered to be sworn to as the 
fundamental law of the entire Monarchy. 

“Tt was publicly, and by the acts of the courts, that Cuba was declared to 
be deprived of the rights which all Spanarna enjoyed, and which are natu- 
rally conceded to persons the least civilized. 

“It was publicly that the decree was issued which deprived the sons of 
2 S all right of being chosen to occupy public offices or of employment 

e State. 

“It was publicly that omni-modal faculties were granted to the Captains- 
General of Cuba, who may deny to those whom they desire to have punished 
or sentenced by the tribunals even the form of a trial before the courts. 


“ Publick: inent in the Island of Cuba are those military commis 
ons bich te other countries the law permits only in extraordinary cases 
uring a time of war, and then only for offenses the State. 

“Pu y has the Spanish press threatened Cuba with from it the 


slaves, of converting the island into ruin and ashes, and of dis- 
g against it all the hordes of barbarous Africans which now exist 


thin it. 

Public is the continual increase of the army and the creation of new mer- 
cenary bodies which, under pretext of publicsecurity, are only put upon us 
for the purpose of augmenting the burdens that lie upon Cuba and of exer- 
1 = greater vexation the system of subordination and espionage over 
ts tants. 

“Public are the obstacles and difficulties which are placed in the way of 
each individual for moving, for exercising any industry, nobody being sure 
that he will not be seized and fined, by reason of some defect of authoriza- 
tion or want of license at every step that he makes in the 

“ Public are the contributions which are exha 


loos 8 all kinds Aho a inferior pe pees im on its 
inhabitants, 0 disregard 8 0 mankind.” 

I return now, sir, to the year 1836, when the Cu ig oy were convoked 
to the meeting of the constituent Cortes at Madrid. The Cortes assembled 
in 1837, but the Cuban deputies were not admitted to their seats. Cuba was 
deprived of her representation; nor was this the 8 inflicted on 
ber rights. It was decided that she should be governed the future by excep- 
tio laws, and not by the laws common to the rest of the Monarchy. These 
special laws were never passed; but the royal ordinance has continued in 
force to the present hour, maintaining martial law, and Cuba has thus 
nines eror earn s helpless victim, 5 to . — — oon of 2 

ə man, the ex of Whose powers can y escri y the wor 
vented to ex them—omni modas, of all kinds. 
Ever since t 


peace. pea 
to shake off the yoke under which they „but all in vain. Twenty thou- 
pons 5 8 on the land and a powert 
watch o! 
have been disarmed, and 4 com 
each of the 16 regiments of pe 


g } 
or liberty rege the caprice of a despot; no arms for 


ity for life, perso 
self. Jetensd t of a walking stick even being limited to dimensions 


defense, the 


The 8 Himself a mere soldier, presides by law over 4 


court o 
ds. The penalty for e eee of any 
ol tho colonies 
ome without a permit, for 
th a Lg rg bo the same 


but by the aldermen of the common councils 
Spanish vernors. These aldermen serve for life. and ir offices are 

ther inherited or 8 from the Crown at public auction for prices 
varying accordin the perquisites thereof. Thus it happens that 
they who should the immediate ns of the people often become 
specula extort the full inter- 
No affidavit is 


are represented the official press as hastening to lay at the feet of the 
Queen ardent essions of loyalty to her Government and attachment to 
her person. They have again and again made heavy sacrifices for freedom— 
nay, at this very moment, and for years past, they maintain, by secret con- 
tributions, for gratuitous circulation, public 3 in the United States, 
8 constant appeal to our — 1 hies. 

e whole of the recent wrongs committed, Mr. President, in relation to 
the arming of the blacks, and other similar outra; tted under 
the instigation of Great Britain, and Lord rston did not blush to 
acknowledge his Bigs in the face of the civilized world. I have here his 
dispatch, in whi in answer to the remonstrance of the inhabitants of 

island, communicated to him through the correspondence of the Spanish 


minister, he replied to the effect that it was true that the measures he was 
recommending might not be suitable for the whites, but that they were ex- 
ceedingly beneficial to the blacks—an ac recommendation to the 8 
Government to trample the white native Cuban under foot for the benefit 

been imported in defiance of the treaties with Great 
Britain herself. Here is Lord Palmerston's dispatch of September 11, 1851, 
and it is capable of that signification alone: 

With reference to that passage in M. Miraflores’s note, in which he states 
that the Spanish Government can not understand how Her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment can seriously recommend a measure which would gore very inju- 
rious to the natives of Cuba, when they also recommend that the Spa: 
Government should conciliate the affections of those Cu I have to in- 
struct your lordship to observe to M. de Miraflores that the 
forma portion, and by no means an 8 one, of the 
of Cuba, and that any steps taken to provide for their emanci 
therefore, as far as the black 

the recommendation 
ures should be 
secure the connection between that and the Crown; and it 
must be evident that if the negro tion of Cuba were rendered free 
that fact would create a most powerful element of resistance to any scheme 
for annexing Cuba to the United eens enan slavery still exists.” 

There on that is to be trampled under the 


ted to our 
the British 
wn. How unfair to the comparison! We were 
3,000,000 men. We had the right of speech, the liberty of the 
could assemble, combine, pre We could arm. We had a 
arms, and to wear them. 
assembly to the 
three 


we, as they have, a foreign army in our midst—an ony com- 
to try is only secured 
strict isolation, of absolute interdiction from 
an, e island—had we such a force 
as that amongst us, and, backed by the bayonets of the black race, threaten- 
2 an e pd war of races? No, sir; there is no fairness, no justice, 
e reproac 

1 must waive, Mr. President, all discussion of the effects that the acquisi- 
tion of this island would have on the industrial, cult and commercial 
intertsts of our country, these ts having n y treated very 
satisfactorily by gentlemen who have already ken. 

I shall not eyen speak of its phical position, commanding, as it d 
a commerce which, before all are now within sound of my voice 
have 5 from the earth, will reach 81, 500.000, 000. Still I must call 
attention to the fact that it seems hitherto to have been taken for granted 
that this country is exposed to no risk so long as this island remains within 
the feeble of Spain. I 8 this is a mistake, and a very grave 
mistake. f is a grave mistake for several reasons: First, use those har- 
bors, being the most capacious and the best fortified in the Gulf, offer a secure 
rendezvous, in case of difficulties with other foreign powers, for 8 
fleets and navies with which our own unprotected coasts could be attacked; 
secondly, because Spain is not now an independent nation. 

Ideny her independence in the true sense of the word. 8 
tered away her sovereignty in Cuba, effectually 
Great Britain. She did not yield to motives of 
in 8 the slave trade. There was a time w 


n has bar- 


ence of Great Britain that Spanish pros 
mixed dof Cuba; that British subjects in the town 
of Habana try * subjects in their own colonies for breaches of the 
treaty, and that land had a hulk,a prison ir) Base to herself, 1 

in the harbor of Ha to enforce the edicts of British nudges over Spanis. 
colonists; and yet we are told that this is an independent nation, whose pride 
sa dignity revolt at the bare proposal for & cession of sovereignty over 
eisland. 


The safety of our country is further involved in the acquisition of Cuba, or 
at least in her independence; because her harbors not o re furnish points of 
rendezvous for hostile fleets, but secure harbors of refuge in which they 

„and prepare themselves for fresh attacks on our unpro- 
It was those harbors that afforded refuge for the British fleet 


could refitand 
coasts. 


ostile attack until 
placed under our pro 


that shall give expression to the national sentiment by sanctionin, 

a pro on to & forthe purchase of the island. Why should we not doit 
we are told that it is an offense to the dignity of Spain to e the 

offer of p To that reply has been made so often and so victoriously 


islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico, and, I believe, some 

not worth naming; and that, of all she has lost, eve: g been torn from 
her by violence, with the exception of Florida, that we bought, and Lo 

that ce bought. If it was no offense for France to pur Lo 


is an offense to her dignity for us to propose the penaa of Cu 
sense o 


abandon the slaye trade, and under that treaty gives to Great Britain Toner 


then 
turns upon usand, on the bare indication of a desire to purchase, 
she considers herself insulted by the position. Iam afraid sh 
to be insulted; I am afraid the 5 will have to be made. This insult 
was offered to her d ty a good many years ago in relation to this same 
, first by Great Britain and afterwards by us, and this is the first time 
we have ever heard of her being insulted by fhe offer. 
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substantially confirmed by all that has come to my know ce it was 
written. I shall eay nothing of the official declaration of Cae die E they are 
I have it, however, in 
t 3 that the sentiments she 


in 1820, distant overtures ‘or the cession eastern side of 
Cuba to These overtures treated with t and it 
is supposed have not been repeated. This fact has been communicated to me 
in confidence by Mr. ,adeputy the Habana, who, being a European 
by birth, has had access to the secrets of the cabinet than compan- 
ions, and has lately received a V 
is haig in betes Pane om VO PTSS Ore the Cortes during an epoch of par- 
ticular ty.“ 

In 1827, Mr. Everett, then in Madrid, sent to Mr. Clay the following dis- 


“ MADRID, August 17, 1827. 
teh addressed to the minis- 


vate letter, eo phe a that it may not be placed on the public files of the 


ere is the letter: 
[Translation.] 
The Spanish minister at London to the minister of state. 
* 
LONDON, June 1, 1927. 


to give you notice for the infor- 
vernment dispatched Sree 
on 


Most EXCELLENT SIR: I deem it mran 
mation of the our that — 1 


n disposed 
sent stationed there and the stren; 
it impossible 


taken in both ee ee 
ioa by means of emissaries in favor of England, to t tnd that the inha 
ants may be brought to declare themsel inde t 
tion of the The latter to assist them, will in 
States. The whole operation 


avoid any collision with the 
Doon undertaken and is 
designated a 
of the Habana when the 


communi 
is also confirmed by anintimation which he gave to Brig. Gen. 
ey officer of him to go tothe Habana. The 
should discover any symptoms of disaffection in 
the authorities, to give immediate notice tothe King, aait would bea grievous 
thing for His Majesty to lose the Habana. 
I have thought it my duty to make these circumstances known to your 


oa God k ou many years. 
80 * y EL CONDE DE LA ALCUDIA. 


This is the same Great Britain that now, having failed in her own at 
alliance of three 


erously to the mel 
of whom shall say, as are 
of nations, that aot ina ol than 


bound to do in her estimate under the law 
ever iled herself, both . — negotiation and 

secret maneuver, to obtain possession of the > to us 
nanimously to renounce 

nerous; for such, after all, was real tion n the 

which Mr. Everett made his celebrated and 
declined her pr 1, we were informed through another dispatch that she 
held herself at y toact as she pleased future; and the British 


for the an 
CCC 


to 
The reproach will come with a . resen: of 
the French, who was so . ariy regardful of public eer wheat bonuses 
and at Strasburg he attempted to overthrow the constitu Government 
ot eee for the purpose of soraio that power which he has since 
shown was d only for the 3 ion of his own selfish ambition. We 
are to be called on to renounce all rights of national growth in deference, for- 
sooth, to France and England. We alone are not to grow; and the reason is 
that we declare our purpose in advance, which gives to these poi gn 
e OTARA AA OUNT whereas in the secrecy of 


ven; and, when reproached for their breaches of national law, the world 
coolly informed in diplomatie jargon that the ow is un fait aceompli. 
Mr. dent, I trust that if the voice of England is raised on this ques- 


. the prompt. the pere answer to be will be toask 
her phonies 96 — of te FFF 


treaty with us: tocall for her title to control the Ni t; and when 
she has made in the law of nations that new title invented by Lord 
Clarendon. and which he calls spon: se t,™ then, and not till 


of terri’ from when we are only foll the exam of his 
tthe came thing? A WHAT 1 
„Sir, let both France and 


land be required to show by what of national law territorial 
acquisition is forbidden when ful and fora price, but if 
‘ected exercise of committed by the strong against tho 


0 
before the world. It is that in the expansion of our 


subject b euse of p under the 
rper the word “belongs,” of which d ts make use. Cuba “belongs” to 
8 True. But in what sense? New York belongs tothe United States 
eee 85 reignty. Her people to 
subject to sove 3 T now owe allegiance 
§ * the island does not belong to Spain as be! to an indi- 
mal. TU CARINE tact dyer nt mage’ EN wn. Nay, soil of the 
Se Doras a eer D rietors. Ving a dae e Se 
right, ex y to the pu places on the not of to pri- 
vate individuals, 


exact from her our i 
‘Op! 


ence 
have had fixed a on the subject of the true 5 of coun- 
0 


tries. The fun tal of our Government t e of all 
countries are the true and owners; blished 
for their t,and that whenever governments subversive of the 


benefi: become 
pea OF oc nee gr oy ee 18 i0 Sé Tight OEIS le to alter and abolish 
them. The Island of Cuba belongs not een Estola, but to the people 
who mna aa who alone have the right to decide under what govern- 


ment to live. 

Now, Mr. Presiden: bringing this discourse ta æ close, I desire to say, in a 

few 1 clans rela’ x 
as 


President the purchase of the Island of Cuba from 
B that 8. 
Ae vol e mt as 
Eo makati mpossibfe for them to cede it, I wou then say to : “If you 
will not cede endence 93 there, and 


offered to the other 8 
mt penn prey France so nobly ten- 
Tell her that we shall re the 


whenever comer tants shall occur we are 
people of Cuba the same aid that E col 
nies; the same alliance, offensive 
dered to us in the hour of our dar 

away in Cuba when we im- 
dence by affordi 


g their indepen: 
d, countenance, and assistance. Tell her 


prefer; that we will cherish, aid, 

mee, and will draw close the bonds 

and commercial intercourse that shall be of incalculable 

benefit to both. Tell her, too, that if the people of the 

paonr oe naa i and blican institutlons esta ed, sball desire 
unite themselyes with us, they shall be admitted to the 

Tele. Sho sball us 


of a mutual, social, 


E 
: 
Fil 
& 
i 


smite down 0 hand that shall 
sunder those whom the God of Freedom united. 


APPENDIX NO. 3. 
CUBA'S CASE. 
WASHINGTON, December 7, 1895. 
Sin: I hand you herewith a statement of the facts upon which I, as author- 
ized representative of the Cubans in arms, ask that the rights of belligerency 
be accorded them by your Government. 
If you so 3 can exhibit to you the originals of the documents men- 
tioned or set f in said statement. 
Should . tor me to point out the nts, 
based on the facts su which I deem proof that we are now in condi- 
tige to sak for belligersscy, it will afford me great pleasure to do so. 
— your Satiiost and most ree ä of this subject, I 
e or > 
shi T. ESTRADA PALMA. 
To Hon. RICHARD OLNEY, 


Secretary of State of the United States of America, 
ndia 5 1 Washington, D. O. 


WasHincrToy, D. C., December 7, 1895. 


Sin: While admitting that, as a rule, ruments do not take cognizance 
of poy pee or injustice of 15 
ts of belligerency 


a strugg! 


0 
called upon to point out the causes leading to the present uprising in Cuba. 
CAUSES OF THE REVOLUTION. 

These causes are substantially the same as those of the former revolution, 
from 1868 to 1878 and terminat: only on the representation of the 


ted such reforms as w 
Cuban e. Unfor- 


ype’ toe h thus held out have never been realized, representa- 
tion w was to be given the Cu has proved to be absolutely without 
c ; taxes have levied anew on eve conceivable; the offices 
in island have increased, but the officers are Spaniards; the native 
Cubans have been left with no public duties whatsoever to perform, ex 

the payment of taxes to the Governmen blackmail to the officials, wit 
out privilege even to move from place to place in the island except on the 


46,000 for internal im; ene out 
he $26,000,000 collected by tax. o public schools are within reach of the 
paipeir for their education. All the 2 industries of the island are 
hampered by excessive imposts. Her commerce with ev teat Menge but 
Spain has been crippled in every possible ee as can readily be seen by 
the f 

The Cubans have no security of TA 
instruments of the military n Trial byan by milit nals can be 
ordered at any time at the will of the Captain- Geeeral 1 Bek is, besides, no 
freedom of h, press, or religion. point of fact, the causes of the 
Revolution of 1775 in this country were not nearly as grave as those that bere 
driven the Cuban people to the various insurrections which culminated in 
the present revolution. 

A statement of the facts and circumstances that have forced the Cubans 
croot ceful to belligerent measures of obtaining that redress which they 

satisfied can only come with absolute independence and republican form 

of Mo iti are set forth at large in the pamphlet hereto annexed, 
mar * 


nent protests of shipowners and 5 
1 5 judiciary are 
t 


ABSOLUTE INDEPENDENCE OR EXTERMINATION. 


by the promise of reform made to procure peace in 1878 having been broken 

he Sp anish Government. and subsequent peaceful endeavor in that direc- 

e 5 ea paree useless, Cuba is to-day in the condition described by Vat- 
ations, sec. 291): 


tel (Law o 

“If his (the eee romises are not inviolable, the rebels will have 
no security in treating with him; when ot thane once drawn the sword they 
must throw away the scabbard, as one of the ancients expressed it, and the 
prince destitute of the more tle and salutary means of a: the 
revolt will have no other remi g expedient than of utterly exterminating 
the insurgents; these will become S ormidable through despair; com; m 
5 bestow success on them; their party will increase, and the state will be 

‘ihe only solution of the revolution in Cuba is independence or extermina- 


PRELIMINARY ORGANIZATION FOR REVOLT. 


Years before the 4 of the present hostilities the people within and 
without the island began to o ith a view of preventer for the iney- 
itable revolution, being eatisfie after repeated and patient endeavors, that 
peaceful petition was fruitless. 

from the beginning, and 


In order that the movement should be stro: 3 
orga both as to civil and mili ration, the Cuban revolu- 
head. The princi 


tary adminis 

tionary party was founded, with José Marti at its 
objects were by united efforts to obtain the absolute independence of Cu 

to promote the sympathy of other countries, to collect funds with these 
objects in view, and to invest them in munitions of war. The military organ- 
ization of this movement was comp by the election of Maximo Gomez 
as commander-in-chief. This election was made by the principal officers who 
fought in the last revolution. 


THE UPRISING. 
The time for the Narea that there fixed at the solicitation of the 


rof disco 
their leaders arrested. A areni amount of wer 555 dow then bought by 
Marti and vessels chartered to transport it to Cu here ments 
were made for its reception in the provinces of San Puer 
and Santa Clara; butat Fernan , it was seized by the United Sia 
authorities. Efforts were su y made for the restitution of this 
were thus lost. The 


people in Cuba e ored for the revolution to proceei eđiately, and in 
5 was the 2th u thor Bob was not Arege 88 Hid ane fixed for wa 
e ebruary. ə people — 
and Ma 5 5 provinces aa 5 5 Pinar del Rio 
no |, 0 arms, searc 
had 7 aniv the th been instituted and all arms 212 ammunition con- 
— by the Government. The leadersin the provinces of Matanzas and 


time being. imprisoned, and so the movement there was checked for 


issued ‘a proclamation declaring the provinces of Matanzas and Santiago in a 
state of siege, and fixed a pe fod ot eight 3 within which all those who 
surrende: were to be nder these conditions, on the 3d of 


March, Juan Gualberto 8 pve nih was brought to Habana, and 
set at liberty, but before he could leave the palace of the captain-general 
was rearrested on the ground that he had bought arms for the 3 
and was subsequently court-martialed and sent in chains to t 

penal colony in Ceuta, Africa. 


GROWTH OF THE REVOLUTION. 


In the province of San the revolution rapidly increased in oper 
under the leadership of Bar mas Masso, one of the most influential an 
respected citiz of ; Guillermo Moncada, Jesus Rabi, Pedro 
Fores, José Miro, and others. 

It was characterized by the Spanish Government asa negro and bandit 
movement, but man t the most distinguished and wealthy white citizens 
of the district Hecke. to the 8 anit 

The Spanish authorities, through some of the FP attempted to 
rsuade these men to la down ar arms. Bartolome Masso was 
wice approached in this inate $0 refused to entertain a 
otiations which were not 8 on E absolute independence of Cuba. 
n the Ist of aoe Gens. Antonio and José Maceo, r Crombet, an: 
all veteran 1 ꝗ — in the N revolt, 1 at Dass 
in the Le bom of Santiago, and thousands rose to join them. tonio Maceo 
then took command of the tacos i in that province, and on the lith of Aprila 
detachment received Gens. Maximo Gomez, José Francisco Borrerro, 
and Angel Guerra. 
Captein General Calleja was, on the 16th of April, succeeded by Gen. 
o. Martinez Campos, the present commander-in-chief of the Spanish 
forces, Sna has the reputation of being Spain’s greatest living gene: 


BATTLES AND CAMPAIGN, 


Au 


Campos's first plan of campaign w: . e the revolution to the prov- 
ince Santiago, and he then tated that he would crush the e ts. 
esta and return to 


bel - 
f labor to the 
Puerto Prin- 
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These two projects, as well as the p 
never seriously contemplated. PEA t 
conflicts between the Spanish troops and the Cubans were of daily occurrence, 


construction of wharves, were 
e very begi of the uprising, 
and many e ments of importance also took place, forts g captured, 
towns taken an: ed. 


It is of course useless to describe Ecce 8 in this province. The fol- 


Jomiy are among the most im: 
where General bide Aste ted thes Spanish Colonels Santoscildes 
and 2 Zu Ramon de las Yaguas, where Colonel Garzon surprised and 


prase e ee, Gallego and 50 men, who were disarmed and panni rmitted 
eave unmolested—the troops sent to reenforce the 3 ing 
defeated; El Guanabano, where General Masso and Colonel Estrada fo: 
Santoscildes to retreat to Bayamo, with great loss; Jarahuca, where General 
Maceo defeated General Salcedo, who had more than 3,000 men under him. 

Combined operation of Generals Antonioand José Maceo, who captured the 
town of Cristo and 20 rifles and 40,000 8 While Colonel Garson took the 
town of Caney and Colonel Planas attacked a military convoy on the railroad, 

The town of Campechuela was attacked by Colonel Guerra and Colonel 
anes who for the garrisons of the two forts to surrender. 

raguanas, where Colonel Estrada, with 1,000 men, met an equal number 
of Si sania regulars and defeated them. 
onel Guerra surprised a Spanish guerrilla under Boeras; made many 
. — whom he set at libert 

El Cacao, where General Rabi aah to ieces the — forces under Lieut. 
Col. U. Sanchez and obtained many rifles and ammunition, 

El Jobito: This was one of the most important en: ments in the east. It 
took place near 3 and Lieutenant-Colonel h was and his 
troops decimated by Generals Maceo and Perez. 

Tut the middle of July Gen. Martinez Campos, urged the numerous 
complaints 3 the press that the Spanish forces in Bayamo were in 
a deplorable condition, without food or hospitals, and were cut off from Man- 

by a concerted movement of his 1 to crush the 

percolation at one blow, started from o on the 12th for the purpose 
of relieving Bayamo, and t rename thence to march west and drive Gomez 
into the S military line between the province of Santa Clara and Puerto 
e thus catching the Cubans between two fires. At the same time 
h columns were to march against Maceo and his forces Pee dif- 

ferent 8 and 5 and exterminate them. Cam with Some 
rp under the command of Gen. Fidel Santoscildes, met 3,600 Cubans un 


f 
chance wero forced to k to kill all their mules and horses 
4 Seen “ssn convoy, the wounded, and nesa ei 


Maton took 
the Spanish wounded, and sent word to Gain to send a detachment 
to General them, which was baa vet ae te. with 
ne Cam on reaching o, sent for heavy reenforcemen — 
Araha number of ee Clara. 
Generals R Roloff, Sanchez, and 
to fully arm all those who aes tie T 
Spani had extricated Cam; hin pori ous position, ih 
forces in the province of Santa a e hed boa ce into the Fourth 
Ht | Army Corpa aa and spor the won were immediate . 


ia provet; 


Spanish 
D 5 portunity, Sieh ae ai thay 
ammanta -¢ K comping wk in other provinces, skirmishes 4 


rtant e F nasco b 
Serann E 9 S 80 


8 
inflicted a severe "defeat on the meen Hy 
Molina. A most important part of the work of the f forces in — Ch Negra 
which occupied considerable time and caused many encounters with the 
enemy, was the destruction of tel ph and tele communications and 
railroads, of which there are many lines or Branches in this district. 


GOMEZ’S CAMPAIGNS. 


Immediately on ie landing of Generals Marti and Gomez they s out to 
cross the province kegs 2 andenter that of Puerto Principe. It will be 
remembered that at about this time General Campos arrived in th vine 
with reenforcements of over 10,000 men. The object of Gomez in marching 
into Puerto Principe was to lead those whom he knew were only of Puerta 

his arrival in that province in order totake the fleld. The citizens — — uer! 
Principe, or ey, as it is also called, 8 the reputation of bein 
conservative. and ones both Spaniards and Cubans waited their EE — 


tion with great interest. 
Gen. Martinez Campos boasted that the inhabitants of e would 
er rise in revolt — Spain, but to make assurance doubly sure he 
& cordon of troops numbe: about 10,000 on the border between 
8 and Puerto Principe to prevent the en 
district. Gomez and Marti started on their w. 


3 y by 

claimed that the revolution received its deathblow in the loss of 
but Gomez continued hisadvance westw: and ordering a feint to be made 
by Gen. Antonia Maceo at a point in the north of the Spanish cordon, he suc- 
ceeded in eluding the enemy and 3 the southern part of the rovince 
of Puerto Principe in the f June. Here he was joined by Salva- 
dor Cisneros Betancourt, now the ident of the Republic, the moet influ- 
en Ou of that province, together with all the yo men of the city, 
and his forces were rapidly swelled to thousands by addi 5 from all 

3 the province. These he subsequently organized into the Third 


was successful in this first cam eee of the revolution. Imme- 
‘al ed 5 

crease his supply unition. He cap 
and burned Aea Gracia and Seared the fort of El Mulato; he cut to pieces 
a Spanish gu near Las Yeguas. The town and fort of San Jeronimo 
r to Het andl he e and raided the town of Cascorro, in all 
of which p and ammunition as well as prisoners were taken, 


laces many arms 
the latter being 8 released. 
During the summer the city of Puerto E ee was 8 menaced 
in order to allow Gomez to complete his organiza’ province. 
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He was much criticised by Gen. Martinez Campos for his inactivity duri: 
the summer, but the Spanish troops, nevertheless, did not interfere with 
par Early in July he issued the first of the now famous orders relative to 
esugar crop, and announced hisintention of marching through Santa Clara 
and into Matanzas in the winter in order to superintend the carrying out of 
his decrees, increasing his military stores in the meantime, as well as securing 
the food supply of his army by corralling the cattle of the province in secure 


* As will be shown further on, General Gomez was, upon the establishment 
of the Government, confirmed as commander-in-chief of the Cuban forces. 

In order to carry out this winter campaign he placed Maj. Ge 
Rodriguez in command of the Third army Corps. The Spania: 
the wonderful progress of the revolution by the fact that it is im: 
their soldiers to operate during the wet season, and stated tha 
winter or dry season set in, or, as it has been expressed by one of her diplo- 
matic representatives, after three days of a northern wind, the Cubans would 
be driven back from the provinces of Santa Clara and Puerto Principe in the 
province of Santiago, inten then, by a concentration of their entire fleet 
at the eastern end of the island, to cut off all basis of supplies and starve the 
Cubans into submission. At the beginning of the dry season Gomez had per- 
fected all the arrangements of his march to the west; he had ordered Gen. 
Antonio Maceo, with about 4,000 men, mostly infantry, to follow and join him 
at Sancti Spiritus, on the western boundary of Santa Clara, where erals 
Roloff, Sanchez, Perez, and Lacret were wai , under orders, for the advance 
of the commander-in-chief. 

Between the provinces of Santa Clara and Puerto Princi 
of forts exten 


Cam 
to 


there is a line 


forces in ta Clara, Gomez, sexing 
charge of all the forces in the district, divided them, sending flying col- 
umns in advance under Generals Suarez, Perez, and Lacret, dispatchin, 
others to in the north, and toward Trinidad, in the south. Maceo's 
forces made a demonstration on the 1 Aee Santa Clara, Which was now 
Martinez Campos's headquarters, while Gomez threatened Cienfuegos. In 
all the operations which now followed General Gomez had ample forces in 
his rear, so that his retreat, if made necessary, would not be cut off. 
Immediately on the 8 Cienfu General Martinez Cam 
removed his headquarters from ta Clara to Cienfuegos, and thence ais: 
tched a large number of troops to form a line between Cienfuegos, Las 
ces, and Fajas, to impede the westward march of the Cuban army. 
Still advancing westward, and ord a concentration of his troo 
Gomez outflanked the Spanish comman rear guard distr: th 
attention and engaging severely at Maltiempo, in the western part of 
the province. 
On the border of Matanzas Gomez a; 


radiated his Gen. Quintin 
the center, Gene: Sunt 

Lacret, and other officers at- 
id marches and raids. Martinez 


Campos q rs, this time mong Pasco in 
the province of Matanzas; he hoped that the 11 meee forces to the rear of the 
Cubans would be able to cooperate with him, but every means of uni- 
tion by railroad, telephone, or telegraph had 
fhe Cubans in their p and no word could be sent nor soldiers trans- 
uickly enough for a combined attack of frontand rear of the Cubana. 
m this time on fighting was very sharp, and, as the order of Gomez con- 
cerning the my Sek the sugar crop was pronn . in 
Matanzas and Santa F t is es' ted that a 
verre cant part of the s ed be exported this season. 
ith for the protection of the plantations in Santa Clara and Matan- 
gas toattend to, the cities of ta Cienfu Matanzas, Cardenas, 
$ o east, except by water, 
the Cuban forces still advancing in oblique Le to the 


that ict, he himself 0 

6 advance of Gomez to Jovellanos, thence to 
to Habana, where, at the present writing, he is actively en; 
fortify ing the land approaches to the capital, whil o the 
neigh Thood of Batabano as many troops as could be spared, withdrawing 
even a large number of the marinesfrom the 3 assigning them to 
shore duty. Even the lineat Batabano has been broken by the Cuban forces, 
and all communications to the east have been cut off. 

So grave has the situation become that martial law has been PERELE, 
in the provinces of Habana and Pinar del Rio, so that the entire d from 
Point Maysi to Cape Antonio is now declared to be in a state of siege. The 
censorship of the press has n e more d than ever, and an order 
issued for the delivery of all horses in the island to the 8 Government 
at prices from $18 to $35. It is not intended to 8. for these in cash, 
as only certificates of the delivery of the horses to the Government, with the 
value of the animal as fixed by the latter, are given to the owners. ther this 
is an extreme war measure, taken only because of absolute necessity and of 

e scarcity of money, or it is another example of the gate methods of the 
ish Government in its treatment of the Cuban and his p rty. 

hile the westw: of Gomez was in p. Gens. cisco Car- 

osé M. irre landed on the eastern end of the island with a con- 

artillery, and succeeded in 

and Puerto Principe into that 

ral lo has 


in-chief, and is now assisting in the operations of Matanzas. 

It was not the intention of General Gomez when he planned his winter 
canpa to march on and lay siege to the capital, his only object pomy to 
pre ow 


vent the grinding and export of the sugar crop and the co uent 
of treasure into the Spanish coffers, and to demonstrate to the world that he 
could control the provinces and enforce his orders. 

While thi 
on, the Cuban forces of the other army co) 
out the orders concernin sugar cane an 
Spanish 


of the main bodies of troops westward has been carried 
have also succeeded in carryi: 
preventing the establishment o 


introduced into 


is ma 


of comm: n. As artillery has now been 


the Cuban army, forts are more easily taken. There has been constant com- 
munication from the interior to the coast; vessels of the Spanish navy have 
frequently been en; by the insurgents, and in one case a small armed 
vessel was captured by them. 
Supplies are received by the Cubans at convenient points on the coast and 
erred tothe interior. When it isremembered that in the revolution of 
1861 to 1878 there were never more than 10,00) armed insurgénts in the field; 
that these rarely, if ever, took the offensive, and yet compelled Spain to 
maintain an army of 120,000 men in the field, many of whom were Cuban vol- 
unteers in the strict sense of the term; that this little band caused Spain to 
spend in the ten years over $700,000,000 and to lose over 200.000 men, and that 
when in contrast we see in this revolution there are already more than 50,000 
Cubans in the field, directed by veterans of the last war, who now are on the 
offensive, and that now Cuban does not fight against Cuban. the chance of 
ultimate success of the Cuban arms must appear to an impartial observer, 
especially in the light of Gomez's wonderful western march, and that in two 
months more the c te will again militate against the Spanish troops. 


MILITARY ORGANIZATION, 


The mili organization of the Cubans is ample and complete. 

Maj. Gen. Maximo Gomez is the commander-in-chief, as we have said, of all 
the forces, a veteran of the last revolution, as indeed are all the generals 
almost without exception. Maj. Gen. Antonio Maceo is second in command 
of the army of liberation, and was, until called upon to cooperate with the 
pay mare co in chief in the late march to the western province, in command 

n $ 

The army is at present divided into five co: two in Santiago, one in 
Puerto ncipe, and two in Santa Clara and Mintansas. These 5 an are 
divided into divisions, these into brigades, and finally into regiments; 
the forces are moreover divided into cay: 


Capote. 


is 
es being commanded b 

ok Brig Gens. Tranqui Sry, ing Juan B. nore fm and lio Castillo, 

The Fifth Corps is in command of Maj. Gen. Manuel Suarez, and the divisions 

ee brigades are commanded by Francisco Perez, José Lacret, and José M. 


4,000 men, mostly cavalry; the Fourth and h orps consisted before the 
late invasion of Gomez of over 20,000 men, both infantry and cavalry, which 
f has been considerably i in these last da: Of the 50,000 men 


Ahe werk of ful ipping the is roceedi idly. Th 
e Wor y equip army is now ng ra 8 0 
her grades and commissions are all confirmed by the Government. 

tations for the manufacture ee and the reloading of cartridges are 
established, as well as for the manufacturing of shoes, saddles, and other equip- 
ments. The hospitals for the sick and wounded are also provided. Teed 
Cross societies have offered their cooperation, but the 8 Rh commander 
in chief has refused to allow them to enter the insurgent lines. 

The discipline of the army is strict and marauding is promptly punished. 
as was done in the case of Lieut. Alberto Castillo, an officer of the Second 
Cosme wio was tried and shot for robbery, and as been repeatedly done 
wit e plateados,“ men who, taking advantage of the unsettled condition 
of affairs in the country, have turned bandits. The Cuban army of libera- 
tion is entirely volunteer, without pay. 

CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

As above indicated, José Marti was the head of the preliminary civil organ- 
ization, and he, immediately upon landing with Gomez in Cuba, issued eal 
for the selection of representatives of the Cuban people to form a civil gov- 


ernment. 
His death postponed for a time the selection of these men, but in the begin- 
ning of September the call previously issued was complied with. 

Leica egal es from each of the 7 of San 


go. Puerto Princi 
and the western part o n 


Santa the island, compris ig 1 — provinces 
Matanzas and Habana, ma twenty in all, were elected to the constituent 
assembly, which was to establish a civil government, republican in form. 

‘A complete list of the members of the constituent assembly which met at 
J yu, in the province of Puerto 2 ne si on the 13th of September, 
1895, ther with an account of its organization and subsequent action, w 
be found in the document hereto annexed and marked B. 

A constitution of the Beyons of Cuba was adopted on the 16th of Septem- 
ber, and of which will be found in document annexed marked B. 

On the 18th of e the following officers of the Government were 
ee by the constituent assembly in accordance with the terms of the 


ation: 
President, Salvador Cisneros Betancourt, of Puerto Principe; vice-presi- 
Manzanill: 


dent, Bartolome o; secretary of war, Carlos Roloff, of 
Santa Clara; secretary of the treasury, Severo Pina, of Sancti Spiritus; sec- 
retary of the interior, Santiago Garcia Canizares, of Re ios; secretary of 
foreign relations, Rafael M. Portuondo, of Santiago de Cuba; subsecretary of 


o Menocal, of Metanzas; subsecretary of the treasury, Joaquin 
o de Cuba; subsecretary of the interior. Carlos Dubois, of 
of foreign relations, Fermin Valdes Dominguez, of 


The installation of these officers duly followed. The election of the general 

in chief and the second in command, who is to bear the title of lieutenant- 

neral, was then had and resulted in the unanimous election of Maximo 
mez and Antonio respectively. 

On the same day the constituent assembly elected by acclamation as dele- 
gate plenipotentiary ond general agent abroad of the Cuban Republic the 
undersigned, Tomas Estrada Palma. The credentials issued to me are hereto 
annexed, marked C. 

Immediately thereafter the government council proceeded to the head- 
quarters of General Gomez, in Puerto Principe, where the latter took the 
oath of allegiance to the constitution of the Republic, together with his 
troops, who there gathered for this purpose, and was installed as commander- 
in-chief of the armies of the Republic. 

The government council then proceeded to the province of Santiago, where 
Gen. Antonio Maceo and his forces took the oath of allegiance. 

Thence the council proceeded to the province of Santa Clara to inspectand 
administer the oath to the troops of the Fourth and Fifth Army Corps. 
They are now on their way to the provins of Santiago, where their perma- 
nent headquarters will be established. 

The divisions of the provinces into prefectures, under the supervision of 
the secretary of the in r, and the duties which devolve in this depart- 
ment, are y set forth in Exhibit B, as well as the duties of the secretary 


are 


pu of arms and ammunition. 
The money thus collected has been sufficient to 1 65 the army and keep it 
ed with ammunition, although, as it is satus, om the rapid increase 
i opie into the island, many of 


ruits have not yet been f arm The problem of in 
3 ja Ma but Ram from the TA n TP 


gi 
report of the secretary o: e 


TREATMENT OF PRISONERS. 
From the of this insurrection, the conduct of the Cubans as to 
risoners has n 15 strong contrast to that of the Spaniards. Prisoners 
token by the Cubans have been invariably well treated, cared sor soa Bhor: 
e under the 


ell as common soldiers, as soon as it was 
N for them, on the 


officers to 


Rego turned his prisoners to the 5 5 Unes, obtaining a receipt for their 
de Nery, signed bya lieutenant, of which a cop; ed D. 
ze for the 


ac , in 
clared not to be aras of whom man 
85 of the í but against, the Sp on this subject, of Wolak the 
following is a copy: 
CIRCULAR OF THE GENERAL IN CHIEF. 
“GENERAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY OF LIBERATION, 
* “ Camaguey, August 1, 1893. 

E E E meee ieee 

berie ‘toward those who voluntaril; surrender to our columns 
er as follows: 


ic will be imm ly liberated and returned 
. — to join the oy of liberation. Theabandoned woun 
ered and attended to with all and the un ead 

“ART. 2. All poo who shall W with committing the 
the eee ting or disregarding the said 


ers who are chiefs or officers of the army of the 
monarchy be ted and considered according to their rank and 
treated according to the valor with which they may have resisted, and will 
all be returned to their ranks if they so desire. 

“ART. 4. Those who volunteer to Join the ranks of the republi 
pear before our columns and authorities, will have their option in 
of servin. 1 7 Ae hed rank Republic, ioe in arms or by more 

tion: or 
T —— nate this to you for your instruction and for your rigid com- 
pliance. Country and liberty. 


and ay 
e mode 
occu- 


“MAXIMO GO 
Me General in Chief.” 
On the part of the Spanish, attention is called to the order prohibiting news- 
T ents from entering insurgent lines to cot an: accurate in- 
‘ormation being given tothe world at large; the order toshoot all who supply 
edi to the ts; the order, which in every instance has 
been carried out, to shoot all officers of the Cuban army who may be ca 
mingo Mujica, Gil Gonzalez, Quirina Amezago, 


an 
essly slaughtered by the S; soldiery, the hospital at 
were ruthl y ug! y panish yt gan at Gran 


are le 
pe Cubans under such leadershi 


army. 

"AS to the treatment of Cubans suspected of sympathy with the insurgents, 
we have but to consider the large number of men who have lately been ar- 
rested and on bare suspicion summarily sent to the Spanish penal colonies 

‘or life. Some foreign citizens have indeed esca court-martial on the in- 
rference of their governments, but it is well known that even civil trials 
at this time are under the absolute control of the Government. 


NOT A NEGRO MOVEMENT. 


The Spaniards c in order to belittle the insurrection, that it is a move- 
ment of negroes. It should be remembered that not more than one-third of 
the entire population are of the colored race. Asa matter of fact, less than 
one-third of the army are of the colored race. Take, for instance, the gener- 
als of co: 1 brigades There are but three of the colo race, 
namel kene and José Maceo and Augustin Cebreco, and these are mulat- 
toes whose deeds and victories have placed them far above the generals of 
those who pretend to despise them. Noneof the members of the constituent 
assembly or of the government are of the colored race. The Cu and the 
colored race are as friendly in this war as they were in times of peace, and it 
would indeed be strange if the colored panopio were not so, as the whites 
uas for and with them in the last revolt, the only successful purpose of 
which was the om of the slaves. 

If it be true that this is merely a movement of bandits and n 
adventurers, as the Spaniards assert, why have they not armed the Cuban 
people to fight against the outlaws, or why have not the Cuban people them- 
selves volunteered to crush this handful? On the contrary, N Know that 

ving those Cubans arms who have them not would be but to increase the 
number of pause, pe and they have therefore sent more than 125,000 troops 
from Spain, mostly conscripts; they have sent over forty of their most famous 
generals; they have increased their navy, and virtually, so far asthe Cubans 
are concerned, blockaded the entire coast. They have been compelled to make 
perf onerous loans to carry on the cam ; they have increased the forti- 
fications of their ports; they have brought to: oes to protect their harbo 
and they have even placed armed troops on their mail steamers to prevent 

capture. 


‘oes and 


Besides this large army, they have between 60,000 and 80,000 volunteers to 
rotect their towns. These volunteers, so called, are native 8 sanda 
ranch of the regular army, the service being compulsory—that is, instead of 

serving in the regular army at home, where their entire time must be given 

up, ey volunte to enter this body on emigration to Cuba, where they may 

follow to a considerable extent their occupation. In other words, they corre- 

moa to our home guards or milit youre is that the service is obligatory and 
t the men can not leave the island without permission. 

It is not denied that a number of what the Spaniards term the lower 
classes are in this revolution, but this is only a poe of how deep into the mass 
of the poche have been implanted the seeds of discontent and of republican- 
ism. is a movement not like our last revolution—the result of the agita- 
tion of the wealthy and the educated—but one which is the outcome of the 
popular sentiment of all classes. 

uch surprise has been expressed that with the immense army and re- 
sources at hand Spain has not been able to crush the insurrection or prevent 


its 7 wth. Aside from the climate, which is deadly to the raw, Il- fed. 
ill-clothed, ill-treated, and badly Pipe Spanish troops, the greater part of 
whom are mere lads, the S. have to divide their troops into an army 


ration. These must necessarily move in 

considerable numbers, use if 9 to flee without a knowledge of 
the intricacies of the country they would be decimated. 

A Cuban command on rsion is readily reorganized, as each man is his 

own guide; 3 of j; 0 ee valuable of aren my amas A dis- 

rse as if routed, at a previously agreed point, an en to upon 

— nf victorions pi 8 The Cuban, used to the coun 

0 

can live and thrive, and does so in necessity, on food that is death to the 

Moreover, 1 — friendly country the movements of the 


of occupation and another of o; 


informed and are at the 1 & of their guides. 

It must be remembered tha pet 

on or a spon- 

tan and enth call: — of deerat, knowing 
15a TARRE bo DA KUOA SENA RSA 


on and treatment, while 
soldiers have singly or in 
satisfied that they would live 


CHARAOTER OF THE WAR. 


There was also an attempt made by the Spanish to brand the Cubans with 
carrying on an unci warfare because of their use of dynamite. General 
Roloff before using this explosive issued a proclamation warning all persons 
of the danger of traveling by rail. D te has been used freely, but only 
as a substitute for sunpowasn in the destruction of railroad prapa trestles, 
and trains which could be used and were used for the transportation of Span- 
ish troops. Of course it is a serious loss to Spain to have these railroads 
destroyed, but no one can seriously deny that it isa measure justified by the 
— of war. The use of this explosive as a substitute for gunpowder 
in the operation of mines is many a proof that the Cubans are keeping pace 
with the advance of inventions in the of war. 

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY. 


The subject, however, which has caused probably the most discussion is the 
order of eral Gomez to prevent the grinding of sugar cane, and in case of 
the disobedience of said order the destruction of the crop. General Gomez 
issued a preliminary warning dated July 1, of which the following is a copy: 

“GENERAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY OF LIBERATION, 
“Najasa, Camaguey, July 1, 1895. 
“To the Planters and Owners of Cattle Ranches; 

In accord with the great interests of the revolution for the independence 
of the country and for which we are in arms: 

“ Whereas all exploitations of any product whatsoever are aids and resources 
to the Government that we are fighting, it is resolved py the general in chief 
to issue this general order throughout the island, that the introduction of 
articles of commerce, as well as and cattle, into the towns occupied by 


the enemy. is absolutely prohibited. The meer plantations will s their 
labors, and whosoever ahal attempt to grind the . this 
order will have their cane burned and their buildings demolished. The 


rson who, disobeying this order, will to profit from the present situa- 
Hon of a will show by his conduct little respect for the rights of the 
revolution of redemption, and therefore shall be dered as an enemy, 
treated as a traitor, and tried as such in case of his capture. 
at O GOMEZ, 
“The General in Chief." 


Nevertheless, hout the country preparations were made for the 
grinding of the e daa f order, of which the following is a copy, 
was then issued on November 6: 


“ HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY OF LIBERATION, 
“Territory of Sancti Spiritus, November 6, 1895. 
“Animated by the spirit of unchangeable resolution in defense of the rights 
of the 1 of redemption of gow wend Gon) colonists, humiliated and 


espised by Spain, and in harmony with what been decreed concerning 
the ee the circular dated the Ist of July. I have ordered the following: 
“ARTICLE I. That all plantations shall be totally destroyed, their cane and 


outbuildings burned, and railroad connections destroyed. 

“ART. II. All laborers who shall aid the sugar factories—these sources of 
gay a that we must deprive the enemy of—shall be considered as traitors 

eir country. 
‘Arr. III. who are caught in the act, or whose violation of Article II 
shall be proven, shall be shot. Let all chiefs of operations of the army of 
Überty comply with this order, determined to unfurl triumphantly, even 
over ruin and ashes, the flag of the Republic of Cuba. 2 

* 282 to the manner of waging the war, follow the private instruc- 
tions that I have already given. 

For the sake of the honor of our arms and your well-known courage and 
patriotism, it isexpected that you will casters Mee, with the above orders. 


General in Chief. 

Jo the chiefs of operations: Circulate this.“ 

On the llth of November the following proclamation was issued: 

“HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY OF LIBERATION, 
“Sancti Spiritus, November 11, 1895. 
“To honest men, victims of the torch: 

“The ful measure made necessary by the revolution of redemption 
drenched in innocent blood from Hatuey toour own times by cruel and mer- 
ciless Spain will plunge you in misy: As generalin chief of the army of lib- 
eration, it is my duty to lead it to victory, without permitting myself to be 
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thoy are. After so many years es gap began ig 

ent, and death, when tke we peop! Piel of its own arms, 
there remains no other solution but to triumph, it matters not what means 
are employed to accomplish it. 

This people can not Meaitate between the wealth of Spain and the liberty 
of Cuba. Its greatest crime would be to stain the land with blood without 
effecting its purposes, because of puerile scruples and fears which do not con- 
2 with the character of the men who are ie the field, challen the — A 

of an army which is one of — bravest in 1 world, but which war 
without enthusiasm or faith, ill fed, and unpaid. The war did not begin 
February 24; itis ar AA to begin now. 

The war had to be o ized; it was necessary to calm and lead into the 
proper channels the 3 utionary spirit, always exaggerated in the 
y wild enthusiasm. The struggle ought to bogin in 3 to a plan an 
method more or less studied, as the result of of tila war war. 
This has already been done. Let S now send her tee ne ated the 
chains of her slaves; the children of this land are in the field, armed with 
the weapons of liberty. 
the revolution and efforts of the opp: 
* MAXIMO GOMEZ, General in Chief.” 


The reasons underlying this measure are the same which caused this 
try to destroy the cotton crop and the baled cotton in the South dnring the the 


. of the N * a 
e su cro a source of large income to Spanish Governmen 
4 The action of the 


directly by tax and export eee vor as dug, 
— is perfectly justified. use it is simp! KES ockade, so 8 2 
h e export of the 


on land—a prevention of the gathering and hence 
ity with, naturally, a punishment for the violation thereof. 
PROTESTS OF ALIENS. 
Strenuous protests have, too, been made by and on behalf of aliens residing 
a 3 è y in Cuba. 
8 


mf 
Being the judge pr the ihe srigency and —.— 
Gourt o Kapya in the matter of the destruction of cotton in the late 


Aia y 
ay gow r the of 
granting beltigere 


Saale 858 and, I have all rea- 
special protection of the Cuban Government 


For — to ask this 8 asa 2 ed while their Government denies 
the existence of the ubans might well be considered 
the latter as allowing aid and alert to go to their enemy, cag ree the 


by their country, even ge oats Soa 
may be seized or 11 en 
er the special 


eee or REMEDIOS, 
. “Province of Santa Clara, December 8, 1895. 
“To TOMAS 3 PALMA. 


Gen. Treen oe myself met and fo 
with a% forcesin conjunction. The S column, inclu 

pesk were our hs ggg aed crac but the arms of ‘the 
atis were again I haye not time at present to go into details 
e battle, they will follow la later. wa oi it to say, Spanish reports to the 
e not wi ig, we won the da; . 

“Our advance may be slow, but it will sure and firm. If you hear of 
our retreat, 88 that it will be tem and for a purpose. Our 
faces are turned toward the . 1 1 5 = nothing will stop us. The result of 
my observations as we p. are in need of almost 
everythin; ees Ee — oy * even leaders who have faith 
and courage eS in th teousness of their cause. 

“Tf Cuban 3 555 — resolution do not fail and if the hearts of Cuba's 
children do not weaken, I have every reason to believe that the close of the 
ee ig img es campaign now initiated will find everything satisfactorily settled 
an ree. 

I know that unfavorable comment has been made on some of the methods 
we have been forced to employ in this revolution, but it will not do to listen 
to the com: ts of the superficial and irresponsible. No sugar crop must 
be made this winter under any circumstances or for an eor aos 8 money. 
It is the source from which the enemy still h. and oe eg 

To prevent that end, for the of our country, has been an 


shall be our 
“We are eee have one great aim in view, one Horine object to 
obtain—the freedom of our country and liberty. It is of m ce 
— us than glory, public applause, or an else. 
‘ollow in time. 1 3 revol 
but it must be a radical one. First of all we must — a ; toward that 
2 moss effective means, although they may appear „ must be em- 
Pierre is een Tw' so dishonorable, so inexcusable, in the eyes of the 
world as failure. — . within our reach. To hesitate, to delay it, to 
endanger it now, would stupid, would be cowardly, wo 
Wo will su cceed t; the applause of the world will f 
ee be not to love one’s country. I have never felt more 
assured that Cu 


me Rabe hays ht hear enemy 


„cav- 
ban 


mt moment. You can rest ba will soon 
8 fent ute indepen 
Ever your true friend, “MAXIMO GOMEZ.” 
As I have through various sources been a) iyo one ad mag want an 
behalf of 1 e island, and as I know the 
cordial frien ip which the Cubans bear w eh ot Government and people of 
the United States of America, feeling assured that this country, from its 


The struggle will be terrible, but success will crown. 


very. pistar ninia UR ewise oor a deep sympathy with a — ann 

treading in ve written to the Government of Woge 

of Guta lowing oir: N 
“NEW YORK, A 

“SALVADOR Cisneros B sole 


“ President "of the the O Cuban Republic. 


“My DISTINGUISHED FELLOW-COUNTRYMAN: There have been many 
com ts made to me from various sources that th 


o Gomez. I know very well how qon ou and all my countrymen f 
do e g in your power to 
iendship, and I deem it my du on comm “ay the 
above facts to r so that you ma and 
thoroughly; at y intend to transfer 
their roperty, as some have done already, to American citizens or companies 
TTT 
r receiving the geren active measures for the pro- 
tection of North American in “i 
“I say this because Iam sure that, at least after the ting of belliger- 
ency, you waleo do Eps utmost to the interests of the cuma of a coun- 
try w. ar gar wang Pa bape Boe gga yh py 
= Hoping that y that Son mS this subject your most ae trol considera- 
tion, I remain your devoted friend, fi 9 libert: 
T. ESTRADA PALMA.” 


In view of the history of this st gg r as herein stated, in view of the 
causes which led to Fr its rapid successes in arms, the establish- 
ment, operation, and resources o the 00 j of the Cuban Republic, the 
organization, numbe: d discipline of its 8 the contrast in the treat- 

in its control and sub- 


cruelties w. ly char- 

acte: san and fiercely conducted war, 9 the to 

interests of the ci of thiscountry under the present conditions, I, as the 

duly accredited representative, in the name of the Cuban lo in arms who 

have fought singly and alone against the monarchy of S for nearly a year, 
in the heart of a continent devoted w republican institutions, in the 1 a 
tice, in the name of hi the name of liberty, petition you 


umanity 
hrough, ou the Government of Fihn’ United States of America, to accord th the 
rights of n a people fighting for their absolute independence. 
Very respecti: , yours, 


T. ESTRADA PALMA, 
The Hon. RICHARD OLNEY. 
Secretary of State of the United States of America. 


A. 
CUBA vs. SPAIN, 


War isa pire necessity. But 3 has exhausted all human 
of to obtain from an unj ä remedy for its ils. it it if 15 
repel the persistent 
is justified before its own — 


Such is the caso of Cuba in is W 8 Doma 88 Ae 
acolony 
than 


the lessons of expe- 
people of 


li a peaceful s 
cut | rights—a fruitioes straggle 8 inate blindness of Spain. 
were patriots in Cuba from the of this century, such as 
ibyte Don Francisco Arango, tropoli 
Government's attention to the evils ee 8 colon inted to the remed: 
for the commercial franchises colony, and by its economical organi. 
for the intervention of oes natives in its 5 not only as 
2 of thel 2 distance between 


the colony and the home government, « and the grave ties with which 
it had to conten: requirements of the war with the continental colo- 
nies, which were tired of 


rosperity throughout its ter- 
Sy but ut waich was noy sufficient to open the eyes of the Spanish states- 


ts). 
vod of the little show of 
eil intervention they had in public affairs. a simple royal decree — 
1887 the representation of Cuba in the Spanish Cortes was ea 
and all the powers of the 9 were . the han 18 85 the 
General, on . — 2 1 rred to act as the — < 


p ed that the Ca; -General, resi: 
the life an property of every inhabitant of the Island 
„ permanent state of war against 


ba saw its must oc sons, such as Heredia and Saco, wander in 
e 8 he free American Continent. Cuba saw as many of 
Cubans to love liberty and declare it by act or word die on the scaf- 


fold, such as Joaquin de ero and Placido. pos saw the product of its 
le's labor confiscated tous its masters 
afar. Cuba saw administration of 1 in the hands of foreign 


o outrages that can igs re yee a a te a 
the work a a government tha y 85 itself paternal. 


£ conspiracies and uprisi 
et in 1850 and 
in IE and i fanina 


men him in a pounced the gan- 
cer of slavery, the horrors of the traffic in slaves, the corru tion of the office- 
holders, ‘abuses of the Government, the discontent the people with 


| 
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rpne These are the three forms of oficial spoliation, but they are not the 
only forms of spoliation. 
en the war of 1878 came to an end two-thirds of the island was com- 
pletely ruined. The other third, the ulation of which had remained 
Pasola, was abundantly productive; but it had to face the great economical 
change involved in the impending abolition of seron Slavery had receiyed 
its death blow at the hands of the rrection, and Cuban insurrectionists 
succeeded at the close of the war in securing its eventual abolition. Evi- 
dently it would have been a wholesome and provident policy to lighten the 
fiscal burdens of a 8 in such a condition. Spain was only bent on mak- 
CC reaching as high a figure as FOON OUO and thie only 
enormous ing as a figure as 0 
cover the ob ons of the State, or rather to fill the unfathomable galt 
Iness and plunder of the civil and mili administration 
during the years of war, and to meet the expenses of the 8 
of the country. Here follow a few fi e budget for the year of 
$46,504,000; t to an equal sum; that 
1882 to 1883 8 that of 1883 to 1884 to $34,180,000; that of 1884 to 1885 
the same sum; that of 1885 to 1886 to $34,169,000. For the Ber dad e 
$0 the pronos time, the amount of the budget has been about $26,000, this 
g 


As a consequence of such a 
of Cuba bas been in x 
When the present war broke out our debt, it was calculated, reached the net 
sum of 000,000, On the 3lst of July of the current year the Island of Cuba 
was oned to owe $295.707,264in b 98 ts ulation, the debt 
of Cuba exceeds that of all the other American count: M cluding the United 
States. T:e interest on this debt imposes a burden of $9.79 on each inhabit- 
ant. The French ple, the most overburdened in this respect, owe only 


the country without its 
ds it pas nos — e le to 


constitutes one of the most iniquitous forms of 
and has to bear. In it are included a debt of Spain to the ted States; the 
expenses incurred by § when she occupied Santo ; those for the 
invasion of Mexico in alliance with Franceand England; the expenditures for 
her hostilities — 1 — Peru; the money advanced to the Spanish t 
during its recent Carlist wars; and all that Spain has mt to u 
domination in Cuba and to cover the lavish expenditures of its ad 
since 1868. Not acent of this enormous sum has been spent in Cuba to ad- 
vance the work of improvement and civilization. It has not contributed to 
build a single kilometer of highway or of railroad, nor to erect a single light- 
house or deepen a single porti it has not built one asylum or opened one pub- 
He school. Sucha heavy urden has been left to the future generations with- 
2 5 compensation or benefit. 

e nak 


Those of Cu rding to th 1 2 riati t to 
ose according 0 u or approp ons, amoun 
$26,411,314, distelbeced as follows: 


There are in Cuba 1,631,687 inhabitants according to the last census, that 
1887. That is to say, that this bu n of $16. 
foreach inhabitant. TheS in Spain ‘bay only —42.06 pesetas 
Reducing the Cuban dollars to pesetas at the exc! gs 

tas, there results that the Cubans have to pay a 
or each inhabitant, more than double the amount a Spaniard has to pay in 
his European co 


The defense of the Poe ust its own native: inhabitants, the only ene- 
x u 


mies who threaten Spain. ding the cost of the army, the navy, the ci 
guard, and the ians of Pome ic order, takes 86.59 per cen ere re- 
mains for all the other ex tures required by civilized life 22.52 per cent. 


And of this percentage the State reserves to us—what a liberality !—2.15 per 
cent to prepare for the future and develop the resources of the country! 
Let us see now what 8 has done to permit at least the 1 of 
natural wealth and the industry of a country impoverished by t fiscal 
caue the work of cupidity, iy adare E, and orality. Let us seo 
ether that nation has left at least some vitality to Cuba, in order to con- 


to export, and imports almost 8 it consumes. In view of th it is 
evident that all that Cuba requi 
per its work with excessive burdens nor hinder its comme: relations, 
so that it could buy cheap where it suited her and sell her products with profit. 
8 has done all the contrary. She has treated the tobacco as an enemy; 
she has loaded the with excessive imposts; she has shackled with 
excessive and abusive excise duties the cattle-raising industry, and with her 
em nner le doings and le she has thrown obstacles in the way of the 
ming industry. And to ca e climax, she has tightly bound Cuba in the 
network of a monstrous and a commercial | ation which subjects 
the colony, at the end of the nineteenth century, to the ruinous monopoly of 
the producers and merchants of certain regions of Spain, as in the halcyon 
ae of the colonial compact. 


even ports are found there. The State 
not invest them for the benefit of any ind 
foreign countries desirous of acqu ng the 
have closed their markets to our 8 product by 3 upon 
excessive import duties, while the Government ens its sate 
tation from our ports with a duty of $1.80 on every thousand cigars. Is 

not a stroke of actual insanity? 


Everybody is aware of the tremendous crisis through which the su 
indus: has been for some years, owing to the rapid devel ontor 
the production of this article everywhere. Every government has hastened 
to peok itsown N hrm or less empirical measures. This is not the place to 

3 What is important is to recall the fact that they have endeavored 


the threatened industry in the best condition to withstand the com- 
pe tion. What has 8 done in order, if not to maintain the strong posi- 
ion held before by Ou 


at least to enable the 8 to carry on the com- 
ae with its every day more formidable rivals? Spain pays bounties to 
fe sugar produced within ita own territory, T Aber hundred ki 
sugar upon it an uty o r hundred kilo- 
p Hi has been cal ted that a hundredweight of Cu is over- 
ened when reac! the ona market 143 per cent of its value. 
The Spanish Government oppresses the Cuban producer with every kind of 
exactions; taxes the introduction of the machinery that is indispensable for 
the production of sugar, obstructs its Nihon Neen by im ng vy 
taxes on the and winds up the work by exacting another contribu» 
tion called “indu: duty,” and still shipping, 
which is equivalent to an export duty. 

As a last stroke, S has reenforced the commercial laws of June 30 and 
July 20, 1882, virtually closing the ports of Cuba to fore’ commerce and 
establishing the monopoly of the peninsular producers without any compen- 
sation to the colony. è apparent object of these laws was to establish the 
“cabotage ™ 2 trade) between Cuba and Spain. the former all the 
Cuba products were admitted free of duty in the 8 Peninsula, except- 
ing, however, the tobacco, rum, sugar. 7 — and coffee, which remained 
temporarily burdened. By the latter the duties on the im tions from 

n in Cuba were to be gradually reduced through a period of ten years, 
until, in 1892, they were entirely abolished. The result, however, has been 
that the n on the princi, almost the only, Cuban products 
Bave Ding omer un ‘bed until now, n the duties 57 the Span proe 
uc ve 2 57 cabotage ” (coasting trade car’ on from 
§) ut not from Cuba to Spain. The Spanish products pay no 


another for and 


The * 
duties in Cuba; the Cuban products pay e in Spain. As at the same 


time the differential tariffs which overburdened with excessive duties the 


articles have 
those borne b; 


e 
es, and the ina y O supply Cu e ucts she res 
for her consumption and industries. The Cubans H 98 
8 8 „ of inferior quality or pay exorbitant prices for foreign 
0 me 
hey aes ps of these antiquated and iniquitous 


ts have found. ee Bs new source of fraud in the 
Ws; 
‘oreign products for importation into Cuba. 
— of 


it consists in nationaliz- 


the this senseless commercial 
monopoly of 8; commerce, when Spain 
from it to a oertain extent by an international treaty, it has done so reluc- 


have . discontent. The “Circulo de Hacendados Agri- 
ithiest co tion of the island, last year passed ju ent 
on these commercial laws in follo severe terms: 

“It would be impossible to explain, should the attempt be made, what is 
the cation of the present comme: laws as any economical 
or tical plan or system; because economically they aim at the destruc- 

wealth, and politically they are the cause of inextinguishable 
rms of vo dissensions." 


vernor-general is pai tion to a palsoe, acoun 
. — as Sommer resort, servants, coaches, and a fund for secret e ae 
at his disposal. The director-general of the treasu 

500; the archbishop of Santiago and the bishop of Habana, $18,000 3 

e commander-general of the Apostadero“ (naval station), 81,302; the 
general segundo cabo (second in command of the island) and the president 
of the “audiencia,” $15,000 each; the governor of Habana and the secretary 
of the General Government, $3,600 each; the postmaster-general, $5,000; the 
collector of the Habana custom-house, $4,000; the manager of lotteries, the 
same . The chief clerks of stration of the first class 
$5,000 each; those of the second class, $4,000, and those of the third e $3,000 
each. The major-generals are a 500; the b er- generals. $4, 
when in command, $5,000; the colonels, Bi). and is ine: 
they are in command of a regiment. @ captains of navio“ (the largest 
men-of-war) receive $6,300; the captains of frigate, $4,560; the lieutenants of 
“navio” of the first class, $3,370. All these functionaries are entitled to free 
lodgings and domestic servants. Then follows the numberless crowd of 
minor Officials, all well provided for, and with great facilities better to pro- 
vide for themselves. 


unscrupulous) 
that the debt of Cuba has been in 
incapacity. A 


lions, and continued it all 
Minister Romero Rotte Je took at one time 
of Cuba from the vaults of the 
tic Company, of which he was a stockholder. This was done in 


1896. 
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8 of law and without any authorization whatever. The minister was 
j tened with paerua but he haughtily replied that, if prosecuted, all 
his predecessors from every polecat pariy would have to accompany him to 
the court. That threat came to not 15 

In June of 1800 there was a scandalous debate in the Spanish Cortes, in 
which some of the frauds committed upon the Cuban treasury were, not for 
fhe first time, brought to light. It was then made public that $6,500,000 had 

en abstracted from the “caja de depósitos,“ notwithstanding that the safe 
was locked with three keys, and each one was in the possession of a different 
‘functionary. Then it was known that, under the pretext of false vouchers 


for transportation and fictitious bills for provisions du the 2 
war, defalcations had been found afterwards amounting to $22,811,516. In the 
month of March of the same year General Pando affirmed that the robberies 


committed through the issue of warrants by the “junta de la deuda ™ (board 
of public debt) exceeded the sum of $12,000,000. 
ese are oniy afew of the most salient facts. The large number of mil- 
lions mentioned above represents only an — part of what a venal 
administration, sure of impunity, exacts from Cuban labor. The network of 
artful schemes to cheat the Cuban taxpayer and defraud the State covers 
everything. Falsification of documents, embezzlement of revenues, bar; 
with delinquent debtors, exaction of higher dues from inexperienced peas- 
ants, delays in the dispatch of judicial e in order to obtain a more 
or less considerable gratuity—such are the artful means daily employed to 
mrse of the taxpayer and to divert the public ds into the 
e functionaries. 
ht out to 


ere any 


record of any of them having ever been p 
In August of 1887 Gene: entered the custom-house of Habanaat the 
head of a mili 


commi 
But how could they be 8 
mrt of Madrid, for whose protection he pays with 
ral Salaman n plain 
ew and knows it. 
hest income from the 
e most fervent advo- 


acti 

) in force in Cnba which provides that the ordinary 

ch offenses as detaication, a 

funds, forge , etc., committed by officials of the 
established by an administrative investigation. 

tion is, therefore, its own judge. What further security does the corrupt 

officeholder need? m 


have governed 


fro: . 
tinued exploi: it antil the; 
an be j ed by any kind of benefits that 
eprivation of actual power of which the natives of the Sony complain? 
More than one despotic government has tried to justify itself with the mate- 
rial pr S Ae has fostered, or with the safety it has secured to its citizens, 
or with the liberty it has given to certain manifestations of civilized life. 
Let us see whether the Cubans are indebted to the iron Government of Spain 
for any of these compensa’ bl 
Personal safety is a myth mower, bee Outlaws, as well as men of law, ha 
8 at will of the prope 
‘Ca The civil (arm 
been the terror of the Cuban Wherever they cause an 
alarm by the brutal ill treatment to which they submit the inhabitants, who 
in many cases fly from their homes at their approach. Under the most tri- 
fling pretext they beat unmercifully the defenseless countrymen, and very 
frequently they have killed those they were conve: under arrest. These 
out: e so notorious that the commander- f of the civil 
i r-General Denis, had to issue a circular in which he declar: 
subordinates, under pretext of obtaining confidential information, re- 
pores to violent measures,” and that “the cases are very frequent in which 
ividuals arrested by forces of the corps attempt to escape, and the keepers 
find themselves in the necessity of making use of their weapons. What the 
above declarations signify is evident, no 5 euphemisms of 
the official language. The object of this circular was ut a stop to these 
excesses; it bears the date of 1883. But the state of t continued the 
Madruga-one of the most frequented 
us attacks of Lieutenant 


t compensate for the 


n 
bazar and the latter in 4 of Don José Felipe Canosa, who narrowly 
ocha, 


esca: be murdered Nicolas, and of a resident of Ceiba 
(racer the ci drove from his —.— a 
This was far 


m the worst. In the very center of Habana, in the Camp 
de Marte, a prisoner was killed by his guards, and the shooting at Amarillas 
‘and the murders at Puentes Grandes and uizar are d of woful fame 
in the country. The ad tion of General Prendergast has left a sor- 
rowful recollection for the frequency with which prisoners who attempted 
to escape were shot down. 

While the armed police force were beating and murdering peaceful 
itants, the highwaymen were allowed to ee unscathed to devastate the 
country at their pleasure. Although three ons are assigned in the budget 
to the service of public safety, there are districts,such as the Province of 
Puerto Princi Tahabitants have had to arm themselves and 
undertake the pursuit of the bandits. The case has 


incipe, where its 
5,000 or 6,000 troops being sent to pursue a handful of hwaymen within a 
small territory so 2 Ah succeeding in capturing en he Xhi 
bureau was established in Habana for the 8 of highwaymen, and 
fabulous sums were spent by it. The best the Government succeeded in 
eae was to bargain with a bandit and deceive and kill hizo af 
board the steamer Baldomero Iglesias in the Bay of Habana. 
Nevertheless, the existence of highwaymen has served as a pretext to cur- 
tail the jurisdiction of the ordinary courts and submit the bans to the 
jurisdiction of the courts-martial, contrary to the constitution of the state, 
which had already been proclaimed. In fact, the code of military laws (cod 
de justicia militar) provides that the offenses persons and the means 
of transportation, as well as arson, when co in the provinces of ultra- 
mar (the colonies) and the possessions of Africa and Oceanica, be tried by 


text was not necessary for the 
Government to n the neocons of constitution. This was promul- 
iasa in Cuba, with a preamble providing that the Governor-General and his 

elegates should retain the same powers they had before its promulgation. 
The ent of Cubans has continued after as before said prom) tion. 
In December of 1891 there was a strike of wharf laborers in the Province of 
Santa To end it the 5 captured the strikers and banished 
them en masse to the Island of Pinos. 

nd alehough it a state 
an o 8 

lace a 1878 


It is true, however, that an explicit 1 


same day and at the same ho 
the close of the insurrection of 1879-80 it was a frequent occurrence for the 
Government to send to the penal colonies of Africa the Cubans who 
capitulated. The eg ig) which Gen. José Maceo was a victim carries 
us to the darkest times of the war of Flanders and the conquest of America. 
Cuba recalls with horror the dreadful assassination of Brig. Gen. Arcadio 
Leyte Vidal, perpetrated in the Bay of Nipe in September of 1879. War had 
just broken out anewin the easterndepartment. Brig. Gen. Leyte Vidal re- 
sided in aree assured by the solemn promise of the Spanish commander-in- 
chief of that zone that he would not be molested. One month had not elapsed 
since the u e to Nipe, he was invited by the 
commander of t e dinner on board. Leyte Vidal 
went on board 3 but never returned. H led in a boat 
by three sailors his corpse was cast into the sea. nous deed 
was committed in compliance with an order from the ae general, Po- 
aro 2 Leyte Vidal, a cousin to Arcadio, ously escaped 
e same 


tragic fate. 

The mysterious deaths of Cubans who had capitulated long before have 
pees Troquent am 17 25 To one of these deaths was due the uprising of Tu- 
nas de Bayamo 4 

If the personal safety of the Cubans, in a period which the Spaniards would 


birth and in ideas, have the Cubans’ honor and 
Is the administra’ 


lastic meshes of the j 8 

& cm oi ui 

favor with the Government they can doanyt! 

They consider themselves, and withou as 
itical tools. The presidents and attorneys-general of the “audi- 


Is it, then, a wonder that the reforms that have 9 by estab- 
lower and ther courts to take of cases and by 
in’ ucing oral and public trials should not have contributed in the least to 
improve the ‘administration of justice? Onerous services have been exacted 
from people 5 compensation as gratuitous services. The Gov- 
ernment, so splendidly liberal when its own expenses are mk baer —— 
for the last cent when d with truly and reproductive ser 
Is the Cuban compensated for his absolute deprivation of political power, 
the fiscal extortions, and the monstrous deficiencies of judicial administra- 
the material p rity of his country? No man acquainted with 
the in te relations which exist between the fiscal © of a coun 
and its economical system will believe that Cuba, crushed as it is by unrea- 
sonable budgets and an enormous debt, can be rich. The income of Cuba in 
the most prosperous been calculated at 000,000. The state, pro- 
vincial, and municipal take much more 40 per cent of this 
amount. This fact explainsitself. We need not draw any inferences there- 
from. Let us confine ourselves to castinga glance over the aspect presented 
by the cultural, industrial, and real-estate interests in Cubaat the begin- 


ite the 
cultivation of the cane and to raise the sugar-making 
pe it has reached, both the colonists and the 1 sesOrs of the sugar plan- 


There is not a single 


d $ 
The cigar- hich was in such flourishing condition a short 
time ago has fallen so low that fears are entertained that it may emigrate 
entire y from Cuba. The weekl that the 
exportation of from Cuba would cease entirely within six years. 
From 1889 to 1894 the exportation from the port of Habana had decreased by 
116,200,000 cigars. 


City real estate has fallen to one-half and in some cases to one-third the 
value it had before 1884. A paning in Habana which was erected at a cost 
of $500,000 was sold in 1893 for $120, 

ks and bonds tell the same story. Almost all of them are quoted in 


Habana with heavy discounts. 
The cause of the ruin of Cuba, Lowe ated her sugar output of 1,000,000 tons and 
her vast tobacco flelds, can be does not capitalize, 


ily explained. Cu 
and it does not capitalize because the fiscal régime imposed upon the coun- 
try does not permit it. The money derived from its large exportations does 
notreturn either in the form of importations of goods or of cash. It remains 
abroad to pay the interest of its huge debt, to cover the incessant remit- 
tances of funds by the Spaniards who hasten to send their earnings out 
the country, to pay from our treasury the pensioners who live in Spain, an 
to meet the drafts forwarded by ever: from Cuba by the Spaniards as 
a tribute to their political patrons in the metropolis, and to help their fami» 
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Cuba $2,192,795 in pensions to those on the retired list and to superan- 
nuated Pfticials not in service. Most of this money is exported. The first 
chapters of the Cuban budget imply the aparan of over $10,600,000. Cuba 
pays a subsidy of $471,830.65 to the ene antic Company. It would be im- 

le to calculate the amount of money taken out of Cuba by private 
dividuals; but this constant exportation of capital signifies that nobody is 
contented in Cuba and that everybody mistrustsits future. The consequence 
is that, pierre the apparently favorable commercial balance, ex- 
change is 8 and to a Ban de nst Cuba. 

On the other hand, if Cuba labors and strives to be on the same plane as its 
most progressive competitors, this is the work of her own people, who do 
not mind any sacrifices: but the Government cares little or nothing about 
securing to the country such means of furthering its development as are con- 
signed in the budget under the head of “Fomento.” 

And now, at the outbreak of the present war, Spain finds that, altho 
the appropriations consigned in our budgets since 1878 amount to nearly 

000,000, not a single military road has been built, no fortifications, no 
ospitals, and there is no material of war. The State has not provided even 
for its own defense. In view of this fact, nobody will be surprised to hear 
that a country 670 kilometers long, with an area of 118,833 square kilometers, 
eal kilometers of hroads, and these almost exclusively in 
de Cuba there are 9 kilometers; 
ba has 3,506 kilometers 


the cen 
have remained worse than before. In the course of twenty-eight years only 
139 kilometers of highroads were built in Cuba; 2 first-class ouses 


superficially cleaned and their shoals marked. This was all. 
hand, the department of public works consumes unlimited millions in salaries 


and in repairs, s 
mblic hygiene in Cuba is proverbial. The technical com- 
è United States to Habana to study the yellow fever de- 
e inconceivable filth, 


against which it is pair ang? Gone wed pre- 
cautions. There is in Habana, however, a “junta de puerto“ ( of port 
nds e same munificence as 


suffice to state that only eg ay are bongs es to 
V 


splendid budget. And it may niversity of Habana is a 


source of uniary profit to the State. On the other hand, this institution 
is without laborate es, nts, and even without water to on 
em, 


riments. All the countries of America, exrepting. Bolivia, all of 
Nad Haiti, Jamaica, Trinidad, and ee where the colored race 
predominates, spend a great deal more than the ban Government for the 
education of the people. On the other hand, say Chile 
Cuba for the support of an army. In view of this it is 
76 per cent of such an intelligent and wide-awake le as that of Cuba can 
on among us, the technical 


engineer, a railroad or 
country. The State in Cuba does not support a single public 

Ato 08 deficiencies of the §; me compensated by the wisdom 
of its administration? Every has undertaken 
the solution of any of the 
fused and made it worse. 
of those who were to profit by the eres. the 
withdrawal from circulation of the notes, which proved to be a high! 
lucrative transaction for a few persons, but which only embarrassed an 
impaired the monetary circulation of the nd. From one day to another 
the cost of living became 40 per cent dearer. The depreciated Spanish silver 
entered in circulation to drive out, as was natural, the centen“ (five-dollar 
goa coin) and make small transactions difficult. To reach these results the 

panish Government had transformed a debt on which it had no interest to 
pay into a debt bearing a high rate of interest. It is true that, in ex 
all the retail dealers whose votes it was desirable to keep derived very large 
profits from the operation. These dealersare, of course, Spaniards. 
IV. 

In exchange for all that Spain withholds from us, they say that it has given 
us liberties. Thisis a 1 — The liberties are at Peot in the constitu- 
tion, but obliterated in its practical appplication. Before and after its 
mulgation the public press has rously ted in Cuba. 

—.— as ores Cepeda and Lopes Briñas, have been banished 

the country without the formality of a trial. In November of 1891 the 
writer Don Manuel A. Balmaseda was tried by court-martial for ha pub- 
lished an editorial om on in El Criterio Popular, of Remedios, relative to 
the shoo of the medi students. The newspapers have been allowed to 
discuss public affairs theoretically, but the moment they denounce any abuse 
or the conduct of any official they feel the hand of their rulers laid upon 
them. The official organ of the home-rule party, El 55 before El 
‘Triunfo, has undergone more than one trial for paving po nted in measured 
terms to some infractions of the law on the part of offi the trans- 

essors. In 1887 that en was eee ee pcg 8 
— it had stated t a son of the president of the Habana “audiencia ™ 
was holding a certain office contrary to law. 
that in Cuba the people are at liberty to hold public mee but 
every time the inhabitants assemble, previous notification must be given to 
the authorities, and a functionary is appointed to be present. with power to 
suspend the meeting whenever he deems sucha measure advisable. e meet- 
ings of the “Circulo de Trabajadores“ (an association of workingmen) were 
forbidden by the authorities under the pretext that the building where they 
were to be held was not sufficiently safe. Last year the members of the 
“Circulo de Hacendados (association of planters) invited their fellow- 
members en Ser the country to get up a great demonstration to demand 
a remedy which the critical state of their affairs 8 The govern- 
ment found means to prevent their meeting. One of the most significant 
events that have occurred in Cuba, and one which throws a fi of light 
u its political —— Was the failure of the „Junta Magna" (an extraor- 

meena) peN jected uy the“ Circulo de Hacendados. 
tion solicited the coopera’ Económica” and o 
Junta General de Comercio™ to hold a meeting for the sen 


General looked with leasure upon and forbade the hol of the grea 
meeting. This was fer iran to ten the “Circulo” and 3 
failure of the project. It is then evident that the inhabitants of Cuba can 
have meetings only when the Government thinks it advisable to permit them. 
Against political régime, which is a sarcasm and in which deception is 
added to the most absolute contempt for right, the Cubans have unceasingly 
rotested since it was implanted in 1878. It would be difficult to enumerate 
he et Propet made in Spaces Sna protests voiced by the representa- 
tives of Cuba, the commissions t have crossed the ocean to try to impress 
upon the exploiters of Cuba what the fatal consequences of their obstinacy 
would be. The exasperation prevailing in the country was such that the 
“junta central“ of the home-rule ty issued in 18 u manifesto in which it 
foreshadowed that the moment might e when the country would 
resort to “extreme measures, the responsibility of which would fall òn those 
who, led by arrogance and e ee on their power, hold prudence 
in contempt, worship force, and shield themselves with their impunity.” 
This manifesto, which foreboded the mournful hours of the present war, 
was unheeded by Spain, and not untila division took place in the Spanish 
party, which threatened to turn into an armed struggle, did the statesmen 
ofS think that the moment had arrived to try a new farce, and to make 
a fi show of reform in the administrative me of Cuba, Then was 
Maura’s plan broached, to be modified before its birth by Minister 


A 3 

This project, to which the ards have endeavored to give capital im- 
portance in order to condemn the revolution as the work of impatience and 
anarchism, leaves intact the political régime of Cuba. It does not alter the 
electoral law. It does not curtail the power of the bureaucracy. It increases 
the power of the General Government. It leaves the same burdens upon the 
Cuban yer, and does not give him the right to participate in the in- 
formation of the budgets. The reform is confined to the of the 
council of administration (now in existence in the island, and the members 
of which are appointed. by the Government) into a partially elective body. 
One-half of its members are to be appoin by the Government and the 
other half to be elected by the qualified electors—that is, who assessed and 
pay for a certain amount of taxes. The Governor-General has the right to 
veto all its resolutions and to suspend at will the elective members. This 
council is to make up a kind of budget embracing the items included 
now in the general budget of Cuba under the head of “Fomento." The 
State reserves for itself all the rest. Thus the council can 
cent of the revenues of Cuba, while the Government distributes. as at pres- 
ent, 97.25 per cent for its expenses, in the form we have explained. The - 
eral budget as heretofore, be made up in Spain; the tariff laws will be 
enacted Spain. The debt, militarism, and bureau will continue to 


of 2.75 per 


residents. 
is the self-gove: Spain has promised to Cuba, and which it 
is announcing to the world, in exchange for its colonial system. A far better 
form of government is enjoyed by the Bahama or the Turks islands. 
The Cubans would have been wanting not only in self-respect, but even in 
the instincts of self-preservation, if they could have endured sucha degrading 
and destructive e. Their ar los ed are of such a nature that no 
pie. no human community capable of valuing its honor and of aspiring to better 
ts condition, could bear them without degrading and condemning itself to 
utter nullity and annihilation. 
Spain denies to the Cubans all effective 
Spain condemns the Cubans to a politi 
are born. 


wers in their own country. 
inferiority in the land where they 


a country rich by nature and degrades a . and inte t lati 
& pop’ on filled with noble aspirations, is what Spain ca to defend Sts 
A and preserve the of its functions as a ng power 
o e 
The Cubans, not in r but in despair, have a: od to arms in order to 
defend their rights and to vindicate an eternal p ple, a Hato le without 
which every community, however robust in mendes boning h in r—the 
rinciple of justice. Nobod has the right of 9 spain oppresses us. 
fn rebs against opp: on we defend a right. In serving our own cause 


o cause of mankind. 


have risen to seek redress and 1 our 
o do our duty. If the world is indiffer- 

ent to our cause, so much the worse for all. A new iniquity shall have been 
ted. The shall have suffered a defeat. 


been lessened. 
The people of Cuba require only liberty and independence to become a fac- 
tor of rity and progress in the community of civilized nations. At 
isa factor ofintranquility, disturbance, and ruin. The fault lies 
ith S Cuba is not the offender; it is the defender of its rights. 
here rest justice and right. 
IQUE JOSE VARONA, 
Ex-Diputado a Cortes. 
New YORK, October 23, 1895. 


B. 


COMPILATION OF THE LAWS, RULES, DECREES, 3 AND OTHER 
ORDERS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FROM THE 19TH OF SEP- 
TEMBER, 1895, THE DATE ON WHICH IT COMMENCED TO EXERCISE ITS 


FUNCTIONS. 
[Mangos de Baragua.] 
in a meeting held on the 16th of October, 1895, 


t 
decrees, and other orders passed by it bo printed after being pre- 


laws, rules, 
viously approved by the Council and sanctioned by its president. 
JOSE CLEMENTE VIVANCO, 
The Secretary of the Council. 
— * 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, REPUBLIC OF CUBA. 

x; ‘ivanco, secretary of the National Council or 
of the Republic of Cuba, that the representatives of the different 
army corps into which the army of liberation is divided met in constituent 
assembly on the 13th day of September, 1895, at Jimaguayu, to have a 

representative would be 


session where the character of each 
respective credential of his appointment. There res 


accredited ulted, 
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the chairman and secretaries, who were 
Bei d 55 José 
eet. Castillo 


8 —— d an Pod 
'ortuondo, To 
te Rafael Manduley. Marinas pelan 
Rafael Perez Morales, and Marcos 
Bena = p Thira; ane Salvador Cisneros Bej Recio Loynaz, 
Castillo,and Dr. Fermmin Valdes 
Eon ‘the o Fourth. rth, Licentiate § nd Francisco Pina, Dr. Santiago Garcia Canizares, 
undo San: 
For the cher ae Dr. Pedro Pinan de Villegas, Licentiate José Clemente 
Vivanco, isco Diaz Silveria, and Orencio Nodarse. 
proceeded to the election of officers for the ort: season: ana a the 
a intments were made: Salvader court, p 
9 vice- 3 9 Licentiate Jose rr 
tiate Rafael M. Portuondo, and Orencio 


The assembly having been organized, 
above representatives, they proceeded to hold the to the con- 
stitution which is to rule e destinies of the blic. These sessions took 
place on September 13, 14, 15, and 16 instant, and in all the articles which were 
2 form the said e tutional charta were discussed. Every article of the 
projected constitution presented ee cae by. Deane Markonn Ben licen- 


tiate, Rafael M. Foroan Dr. Ji Mariano chez 

Vaillant, and Pedro Ag: 8 discussed, Gas together with the 
ions were also discussed b; Kr. 

inion of the assem ly, pi aleaga 


as above, and in the 
sessions 


bene ey Potty 
amendments, reforms, 3 
On deliberation, in conformity with the 
resolved to refer the said constitution, with the reso! . ot tho 
ittee of revision of the text, composed of the secre- 
3 of eee Dr. Santiago Garcia Canizares and ue 
Loynaz del Castillo, who, after comply yr with their mission, returned 
final draft of as constitution on the It was then read, and the signa- 
ture of each and ody eee subscribed. 
The president and other members of the assembly, with due solemnity, then 
swore upon their honor to loyally and . ona the fundamental code 
of the Republic of Cuba. which was greeted taneous — 5 enthusi- 
astic adcianadions of all present, in N on which are the minutes in 
the general archives of the Government. 
ee compliance with the resolution passed by this council in a meeting held 
to day, and for its publication, I ae the following copy in the Mangos de 


on the 18th of October, 1895. 
JOSE CLEMENTE VIVANCO, 
Secretary of the Council, 


CONSTITUTION OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF CUBA. 


The revolution for the ind dence and creation in Cuba of a democratic 
republic in its new period of war, initiated on February 2 last, solemni: 
declares the separation of Cuba from the 8 monarchy, and ‘its io comet 
tution as a free and independent state, with its own Government and supreme 
authority, under the name of the Republic of Cuba, and confirms its existence 
among t è political divisions of the world. 

The elected representatives of the revolution, in convention assembled, 
acting in its name and by the de tion which for that purpose has been con- 
ferred upon them by the Cubans in arms, and previously declaring before 
the country the purity of their thoughts, their freedom from violence, anger, 
or prejudice, and l only by the desire of interpreting the po uar 
voice in favor of Cuba, have now formed a com between Cuba 
world, , plodgin their honor for the fulfillment of said compact in the fellow 
ing articles of the constitution: 

Ariel I. The supreme promo powers of the Republic shall be vested in a gov- 
ernmentcouncil composed president, vice-president, and four secretaries 
of state, for the dispatch of the business of war, of the interior, of foreign 

and of the treasury. 

ae II. lea! 8 shall have a subsecretary of state, in order to 


. Ar Thog 
8 council shall have the followin; wers: 


1 58 To 1 measures relative to the civil and politi o of the reyo- 
ution, 

2. To im and collect taxes, to contrag ablic osne t issue 
money, to invest the funds collected in the island, tever source, 
and also those which may be loan 


Shecoa ts by loan 
3. To arm vessels, to raise and maintain troops, to declare reprisals with 
to the enemy, and to ratify treaties. 
ar authori’ 5 it is deemed convenient, to order the trial by 
the e cial power of t e president or other members of the council, if he be 


6. To approve the law of eer. organization and * 8 of the 
army, which may be proposed by the general in ef. 
7. To grant tary commissions from that of colonel up reviously 
Be and conside: the Anas the te superior officer and of 
ralin chief, and to d oe appointment * the latter and of 
the 1 8 eral in case acancy of either. 
8. To order 


o election of 8 re resentatives for each army corps when- 
ever a A ‘conformit y with this — — it may be 8 convene an 


SMART. oy. The br eng council shall intervene in the direction of mili- 
be Le on men 55 7 ä it shall be absolutely necessary 
o do so 

ART. V. As a requ Ale tor d the validity of the decrees of the comm, BS 
least two-thirds of the members of the same ae tir have taken part in the 
8 of 5 counei, and the decrees must have been voted by the 


8 
sar 7. th The office of councilor is — with any other of the Re- 
. and requires the age of 25 y 

T. VIL The 5 Saree vested in the president, and, in case of 
disability in the vice- 

ART. V Fa. The res 8 — of the government council shall be sanctioned 
and promulgated see We who shall take all necessary steps for 
their execution wi ys. 

ART. IX. The president may enter into treaties with the ratification of the 
serena sonnel 

Anr. X The president sh 
see the re 

Arr. XI. 


— receive all diplomatic representatives and 
commissions to the public functionaries. 

e treaty of 8 with Spain, which must necessarily have 

for its basis the absolute in ndence of the Island of Cuba, must be Fatified 

by the eh naa council mae by an assembly of representatives con 


p N for this s purposs 
RT. XII. The ce-president shall substitute the president in the case of a 


Vacan 
ART. T. In ease of the vacancy in the offices of both president and vice- 


resignation, 3 or death of both, or from 
= other cause, an assembly of representatives for the election to the vacant! 
FE ces er be convened, the senior secretaries in the meanwhile occupying 
e positions, 
ART. XIV. The secretaries shall have voice and vote in the deliberations of 
resolutions of whatever nature. 


president on account of 


= XV. —— 8 shall have the right to appoint all the employees 
ive 

Arr. X The subsecretaries in cases of vacancy shall substitute the sec- 
retaries of state and shall then have voice and yote in the deliberations. 

Arr. XVII. All the armed forces of the Republic and the direction of the 
military operations shall be under the control of the general in chief, wre 
shall 8 under his orders r second in command a lieutenant general, who 
will substitute him in case of vacancy. 
blic functionaries of whatever class shall aid one 
another in the execu of the resolutions of the government council. 

Arr. XIX. All Cubans are bound to serve the revolution with their per- 
sons and interests, each one according to his abilit: 

ART. XX. The plantations and p y of whatever description belon; 
ing te to foreigners are subject to thop parens of taxes for the 8 while 
ir respective governments do not recognize the rights of De ETS of 


Gute, 

Art. XXI. All debts and obligations contracted since 
present of war until the prom tion of this on ution by the — 
chiefs of the army corps, for the Penefit the revolution, shall be v 
well as those which henceforth the a council may contract. 

Art. XXII. A government counc d. any of its members for 
cause s justitatle f the 8 of twos the-councilors, and shall 


re 

RT, xn Th The e power 2 ook with entire independence of all 
the others. Its organization and regulation will be provided for by the gov- 
ernment council. 

ART. XXIV. The present constitution man be in force in Cuba for two 
8 from the date of its promulgation, unless the war for independence 
shall terminate before. After the expiration of the two 7 ere 
or representatives shall be convened, which may moat. if and oe 

to the election of a new government council, and whi 1 Won the 
Hopal ee ee Ss Fag eae ‘easy of Sep. 
ublic cons uent assembly in Jimaguayu on the o; 
—— 1806, an in witness the gated aay the the 
Cuban peo hg: in ems 3 the present i ee 
a Ratnel Manduley, vio Pompe aiani E 
ec. Bags Rafael a Valdes l Lo) — Enrique Cespedes, Marcos 
erez, va, ue 
Raimundo Sanchez, J. D, Pail o Sanchi atone. Aguilera, Raf 
M. Pontuondo, Orencio Nodarse, ' José Clemente wipe eat Enrique Loynas 
del Castillo, Severo Pina. 
ELECTION OF GOVERNMENT. 


The constituent assembly met again on the 18th of the said month and 2A 
all the said representatives rane. resent. They proceeded to the elect of 
members who are to occupy fhe ces of the 
eral in — 75 s —.— arm. liberation, the lieutenant-general, and the diplo- 
e secret coring | ees representative de- 
he chairman's table. after which the 
th, the following being the r the A 

Presiden lome Maso. 

Vice-president: Bartolome 12; Salvador e 

Phi cast of war: Carlos Roloff, 187 Lope Recio Loinaz, l; Rafael Mandu- 
erster of 


25 Secretary of — k Br. ris — 
ee foreign relations: Rafael M. Portuondo, 18; Armando tana 
secretary of war: Mario Menocal, 18; Francisco Diaz Silveira, 1; 


ee 

Subsecre of the treasury: Dr. Joaquin Castillo, 7; Francisco Diaz Sil- 
veira, 5; José U. i eiiis 3; Armando Menocal, 3 Gerke Dubois, 1; 1 1 kt 
Su pope tary of the in x or: Carlos Dubois, 13; Oreneio Nodarse, 5 
mando Men 
ee ae hy J. Rank of foreign relations: Fermin Valdes Dominguez, 18; Rafael 

anduley, 

Theref 28 the * wers elected pren majon of votes: 

President, Salvador Cisneros; vice-president, ome Maso; Ba nate 
of war, Carlos Roloff; secretary of . — — Severo Pina; tary 
the ea Dr. Santiago Canizares; secretary of TOEL rel relatio; 
Rafael M. Portuondo; subsecretary of war, Mario Menocal; subsecretary 
the treasury, Dr. Joaquin Castillo; subsecretary of the 3 oe 
8 bsecretary of foreign relations, Dr. Fermin Valdes Domin 


overnment council, the 


Pina, 19; a eee bres e a 
Canizares, 19; Carlos Du 


The vice- 5 of the assembly immediately installed the p: sident in in 
the office oi yvernment council that had been conferred upon h 
latter in turn ed those of the other members elected, who were cont Ban 


poe 3 on the full exeroise of their functions after previously taking the 


8 to the election of those who were to occupy the tions of 
— in chek of the army, lientenant-generul, and diplomatic oe oes 


ə followi ms were unanimously elected for 
ctive p. Pianta mez. Maj. io Maceo, and 
n Tomas . 8 recognized 
that moment. 


LAWS FOR THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE REPUBLIC. 
CHAPTER [.—Territorial division, 


ARTICLE I. The Republic of Cuba 88 the territory occu’ apioa py tha by the 
Island of Cuba from Cape San Antonio to Point Maisi and 

islands and keys. 

territory shall be divided into four portions or 8 Ta 
will be called Orien te, Camaguey, Las Villas or Cabanacan, and Occid 

ART. III. The State of Oriente el the 5 from the Point A Saisi 
to Port Manati and — — river Jobabo in all its course. 

Arr. IV. The State of Camaguey includes all the territory from the bound- 
ary of Oriente to the line which 3 in the north from Laguna Blanca 
through the Esteros to Moron, Ciegode Avila, follows the military 
trocha to El Jucaro in the southern coast i it peing understood that the towns 
of Moron and Ciego de Avila ming to this Sta 

Art. V. The State of Las Villas for 88 the east Camaguey, 
on the west the EAM Palmas, Palmillas, Santa Rosa, Rodas, the HANGA — 
River, and the Bay of Cochinos. 

I. The State of eerie ad is bordered on the Las Villas, extending 


ART. V 
to the west to Cape San Antoni 
ART. VII. The islands and adjacent keys will form part of the states te 


which they geogra: y belong. 
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ART. VIII. The state of Oriente will be divided into ten districts, which 


Guantanamo, Sagua de Tanamo, Mayari, San- 
Ba o, and 


shall be as follows: 
Jiguani, Tunas. 
e eastern district and the western district. 
Remedios, 


Las Villas comprises seven—Sancti-Espiritus, Trinidad, Santa 
Clara, Bag enfuegos, and Colon. N 
That of Occiden sixteen—Cardenas, Matanzas, Union, Jaruco, 


comprises 
nes, Santa Maria del Rosario, ee SY PR TPE anne de las Vegas, 
o, and Mantua. 
IX. Each of these districts will be divided into prefectures, and these 
n 


refectures as may be co. ered 8 
e coasts there will be in: —— ON 


RT. 
in the 
A 


— ga of the coast, rivers, and other natural boundaries shall 


CHAPTER IL—Of the Government and its administration. 


ART. XII. The civil government, the administration, and the service of 
communications devolve upon the department of the interior. 

ART. XIII. The secretary of the interior is the head of the department; he 
will appoint the copies and will remove them whenever there will be jus- 
Unable cange, and will have a department chief toaid him in the work of the 

o ment. 

RT. XIV. The de ent chief will keep the books of the Copar teens, 
take care of the archives, will be the manager of the office, and furnish 
certifications when requested to do so. 

ART. XV. The department of the interior will compile from the data col- 
lected by the civil governors the general statistics of the Republic. 

Arr, XVI. The civil governor will inform the department of the interior 
as to the necessities of his state, will order the measures and instructions 
necessary for compliance with the general laws of the Republic and the 
orders given by that department, will distribute to the lieutenant-governors 
the cles of prime 8 which will be delivered to them for that pur- 

will communicate to subordinates the necessary instructions for 
The compilation of statistics, and will have a subsecretary, who will help him 
in the d of his functions. 

ArT. XVII. The lieutenant-governor will see that the orders of the gover- 
nors are obeyed in the district, and will have the powers incident to hist 
tion as intermediary between the civil governors and the prefects. In case 
of absolute breach of communication with the civil governors, they will have 
the same powers as the latter. 

ART. X PIII. The prefect shall see that the laws and regulations communi- 
cated to him by his superior authorities are complied with. All residents 
and travelers are under his authority, and. bein © highest official in his 
8 hein his turn is bound to prevent all abuses crimes which may 


committed. 

He will inform the lieutenant-governor as to the necessities of the prefec- 
ture; will divide these into as many subprefectures as he may consider nec- 
essary for the conduct of his admini tion; he will watch the conduct 

f the subprefects; he will distribute among them with equity the articles 
Selivered to him, and he will have all the other powers incident to him in his 
Scar bern of intermediary between the lieutenant-governor and the sub- 

refec 
K ART. XIX. The prefect will also have the following duties: He will harass the 
enemy whenever possible for him to do so; will hear the preliminary infor- 
mation as to crimes and misdemeanors which may be committed in terri- 
tory, passing the said information to the nearest military chief, together 
wit the accused and all that is necessary for the better understanding of 
the hearing. He will not proceed thus with spies, guides, couriers, and others 
who are declared by our laws as traitors and considered as such, for these, 
on account of the culty of confining them or pomincting Shots with secur- 
ity, shall be tried as soon as captured by a court consisting of three per- 
sons, the most capable, in his judgment, in the prefecture, one acting as 
president and the others as members of the court, He will a 7 — a 
27 officer, and the accused may appoint some one to defen: at 
ensure. 

ter the court is assembled in this form, and after all the formalities are 
complied with, it will in private judge and give its sentence, which will be 
final and without appeal; but those who form the said court and who do not 
roceed according to our laws and to natural reason will be held responsible 
$ the superior government. Neverthe] if in the immediate territory 
there be say armed force, the accused be sent toit with the facts in 

order that they shall be eee 

The prefects will take the statistics of his r setting down every 
person who is found therein, noting if he is the head of a family, the number 
of the same. his age, his nationality, and occupation; if he is a farmer the 
nature of his farm, and if he has no occupation the prefect will indicate in 
what he should be employed. He will keep a book of civil register in 
which he will set down the births, deaths, and marriages ich may occur. 

He will establish in the prefecture all the factories that he can or may con- 
sider ne in order to well provide the haba as itis the Bice olf obli 
gation of all employees of the Republic to do possible so that the hides 
shall not be lost, and organizing in the best manner and as quickly as may 
be, tanneries, factories of shoes, rope, blankets, and carpenter and black- 

shops. 


smith sh 
He will not permit any individual of his district to be without occupation. 
He will see that everyens works, having the instruments of labor at hand in 
portion to the inhabitants of his ee He will tect and raise 
42 he will take care of abandoned farms, and will extend as far as possible 
the zones of culture. 
As soon as 


ritory is ý 
e war and lead them toa secure 


lace, so that when the army may need 
em or they may be required by 


e civil authorities to whom they may 
appertain. 


e will provide the forces that may be, or through his territory with 
whatever they may need, which may be within his power, and e 
shall he provide guides and beeves and vegetables which the c 
require to maintain the said forces. He will also deliver the articles manu- 
factured in the shops under his immediate inspection, demanding always the 
proper receipts therefor. 

@ will also provide the necessary means for the maintenance of all the 
families of the territory, especially those of the soldiers of the army of 


liberation. 

Until otherwise decreed he will celebrate civil marriages and other con- 
tracts entered into by the residents of his prefecture; he will act in cases of 
ts and in the execution of powers and wills, registering 


complain 


the same in a clear and definite manner, and issuing to the interested parties 
the certificates which they mer. require. 

ART. XX. The subprefects will see that the laws and orders communicated 
to him by his sups or authorities are obeyed in territory under his com- 
mand; he ‘orm the prefect as to the necessities of the subprefecture 
and will see to the security and order of the public; arresting and sending to 
the prefects those who may travel without safe-conduct, seeing that no vio- 
lation of law whatsoever is e and will demand the signed authority 
of the civil or military chief Who has ordered a commission to be executed. 

ART. XXI. The subprefects will compile a census in which the number of 
inhabitants of a subprefecture will be stated and their personal description; 
he will keep a book of the births and deaths which will occur in his territory, 
and of all this he will give account at the end of the year. He will invest the 
means provided by the prefect to 1 the panas charges, and if the said 
resources are i cient he be — collect the deficit from the inhabitants; he 
WL DOS grep bd N on of a 6 F bag yes they belong 

lends or enemies oi 0 ublic, and will inform the prefect of the 
farms which are thus abandon: j 
ART. XXII. For the oi 


the 
will send to the 


and on the Ist day of each month he will send to that copar unas a 

ment of the onjeni manufactured in of his district, indicating the 
lace of manufacture, what remains on deposit, what has been delivered, with 
he names of commanders of forces, civil authorities, or individuals to whom 

rae . XXIII The toast inspectors will have under their im: 

RT. . The rs ve under r immediate orders 
an i „who will be his secretary, who will compy his place in his ab- 
sence or sickness, and as many a as he may deem convenient. He 
may demand the aid of the prefects and armed forces whenever he may con- 
sider it necessary for the better ex of his functions. The duties of the 

rs will be to watch the coasts and prevent the landing of the enemy, 

to be always ready to receive disembarkments and place in safety the expedi- 
tions which may come from ab: to establish all the salt works possible, to 
uent the coasts on his guard, and to 


a the Spanish vessels which f. 
attend with service of comm ons between 


S coast guards will acknowledge the inspector as their supe- 
them, al. will execute the orders 


ven. 
ART. XXV. The lieutenant-governors, as well as the i tors of whatever 
ae, will have their residence, wherever the necessity of their office does not 
rohibit it, in the general headquarters, so that they can move easily, furnish 
e necessary ai the army, and carry out the orders of the military chief. 
Country and liberty. 
OCTOBER 17, 1895. 


The secre’ of the interior, Dr. ti Garcia Caniza: being satisfi 
with the p ing law, I sanction 120 3 3 * 
Let it be prom ted in the et form. 
SALVADOR CISNEROS BETANCOURT, 
The President. 


OCTOBER 18, 1895. 


LAW OF CIVIL MARRIAGE, 
and females of 14 can contract 


ART. III. The contract may contain any agreement or ti 
which the contracting parties may po upon poh which is not opposed to 


* nature s the ery aye nor olen: . 71 5 > 
RT. IV. If one of the contracting parties ess than ears , th 
tracted with notice to the father, the. maothar; or the 


marriage can be con 
rdian, according to the circumstances, and if these opon the celebration 
of the „the judge of the district, with knowledge of the facts, will 
decide the New 
ART. V. The following reason will prevent : Consanguinity in the 


direct line. In the collateral, brother and sister can not marry; it is null by 
the relationship in said d or by ee by fraud or by force. 
It is completely dissolved for incompatibility, by a chronic and con ous 
disease, or one which will cause impotency, and by hepa moral or physi- 
cal ill treatment of the wife gives to the e the right to demand from the 
husband, when they live apart, to bear the expenses of the marriage; if the 


woman commits adultery she loses this right. 
ART. VI. In case of separation, the o children of 14 years of and 
upward and female children of 12 and upward may elect between their par- 


ents as to residence. Those less than 8 years of age must remain with the 
mother. Those who have not yet reached the age of puberty, but are older 
than 3 remain with the parent who has not given the motive for the 
separation. This is in case that the se tion is caused by some guilt. If it 
occurs on account of sickness, the children will remain with the one who did 
not desire the se tion. If the ose mer is on account of incompatibility, 
the nts must agree as to this point. On the age of 8 years, the 
children who until then have been with the mother, the question of their 
custody will 8 by the other provisions of thisarticle. 
When the e reaches the age of 14 and the female of 12, whatever may 
! lela omcndback ead. DADACA MAT NARI Vast 
RT. once vi o par ma tho 
woman shall not do so until twelve months have ela: in order to avoid 
confusion of paternity. 
ART. VIII. Civil marriage is placed on an equal footing, as to duty and 
effects, with that recognized by our former legislation, and celebrated by the 


intervention of the church. 
ART. IX. The promise of does not haveany other result than that 
of Te 54 ent — 7 pera A we ch ga ps aed ar by Se onnaa 
v. no stip no duty o en cu: E 
PART, > d “he seduction of a 8 whether sho be a minor or aek rs 
e seduc e seduced or a ro on 
fortune of both, which: the judge of the distr t must —— ge 
Country and gee 2 
PROVIDENCIA, September 25, 1895. 
GARCIA CANIZARES, Secretary of the Interior: 
Let the foregoing be promulgated in the legal form, it having my sanction. 
PROVIDENCIA, September 25, 1835. 


SALVADOR CISNEROS BETANCOURT. 
‘President, 


1896. 
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CIVIL MARRIAGE. 
Instructions which must be observed by the prefects of the pe Pg of Cuba in 
the celebration of civil marriage, exercising the function which is given them 
1 55 law passed by the Government Council on the 25th of Sep- 


will demand of the parties a copy of 
rove their marriageab! 


further 
notices in 
ART. IV. But if either of the parties is less than 20 8 of age the contract 


ublic, as viously stated, but notice given to the 

o guardian, so that {these oppose the marriage it 

th a full knowledge of the facta, the question be 
and j 


ner be mere un 
decided by the judge, who must investigate, the prefect fixing a for the 
d their position, which must not be 
ht days, 
0 


the prefect will demand from the 8 
consent of each other, or at least that of the bride, ani 
of her ability to enter the matrimonial contract, which ton myc the prefect 
may omit if he himself posesses know. e of the circumstances. 

ART. VI. If there are no disabilities tothe marriage the prefect will register 
in a book entitled Book of Civil Marriages Contracted in the Prefecture 
—. 3 the first page the year and making an index at the end 
in alphabetical order. 

Ant. VIL The contract will be formulated in the following terms: 

“Formula of the of persons of 20 years and upward: 
on the — day of 189—, before me, the pref: 


“In the prefecture of ‘ect 
and before me, the unde ed secretary, there appeared and 
of 20 years and upward, the former born and resident of „sou of 


ere the names of parents), and the latter born and resident of the prefec- 

daughter (here the names of nts), who are known to 

ect and to myself, the secretary, or who, unknown, were presented to M. 

and P., who act as witnesses, who affirm that they know or at least 
that they know her, and they so declare and afirm,” 

The con vob aig ype bg tes in the presence of these witnesses 

ment, A B. called for 1 that of their 

will and without any violence, they pro: d to 9 

they now celebrate, and they agree to live in complete har- 

mony and conjugal union and never to separata unless because of Tisom t- 

ibility, or for any of the other reasons allowed law, declaring that this 

is for the welfare and honor of both, and for their offspring, and 


as the laws and customs of good government req here any agreement 
made between the contracting parties be inse besides the nuptial 
ster thus end; and in order that this marriage 


contract), and the 
shall be known and always and in all cases have its! force, the prefect 
orders the minutes of this contract to be drawn in the said terms, signin, 
with the contracting parties, and the said witnesses (if they can write, — 
if they can not others at their request may do so), to all of which I, the sec 
retary, certify.” 

FORMULA FOR THE MARRIAGE OF THOSE LESS THAN 2 YEARS OF AGE. 


The beginning will be as in the above formula, adding that the contractin 
partiot being minors, the father, mother, or n appeared, who di 
ir assent and signed (if they can write) the register, and if not, a person 
of their confidence whom they may select. The declaration as to register 
be the same as in the preceding formula. 


FORMULA OF CIVIL MARRIAGE TO WHICH THERE IS OPPOSITION. 


After the preamble similar to the first formula in the register is declared 
that the father, mother, or guardian whosoever has interposed before the 
competent authority, has dissented, declares the contract not to be proper. 
as he explains in the following declaration. As to the rest, the register will 
be asin first formula to its conclusion. 

But in case the father, mother, or guardian do not make any opposition, it 
shall be so declared in the register that the time fixed havin; ee and the 
person having the right to exercise this right having faile to do so, the 
marriage has been consummated. 

Notrr.—oft avery marriage there will be formed a file consisting of the copy 
of the register of birth, of the cedula, of the declaration of the rey of 
the father, mother, or Pima poet and of the decree in which it ll be de- 
EE I his ge he perder 

ve not exerc „or use the y o ng had not com- 
plied with the law. This file shall be kept for fatare 9 £ 

Country and liberty. 

GARCIA C 


Secretary of the ater i 
0. n . 
PROVIDENCIA, September 25, 1895. wi jitah 
Let the fore; be promulgated in its l form, as I ti 
egoing p ga egal form, sanction the fore- 


going law in 
SALVADOR CISNEROS BETANCOURT. 
President, 
PROVIDENCIA, September 25, 1895. 


EXTRACT OF THE SESSIONS. 
9 of Cuba, Provisional Government, secretary of the council - José 
emente Vivanco, secretary of the Government Council and chancellor of 

the Republic. } 

Icertify that among the resolutions passed by this council, according to 
the minute book of the sessions, the follo are to be found: d 

To give two months’ time to the chiefs and officers of the last revolution 
to join the new army of liberation, so as to have their ranks ed, and 
four months’ time to thosein foreign countries to place themselves in commu- 
nication with the delegates. To allow the Cuban emi ts individual free- 
dom in the nature of their contributions for the revolution. To permit the 
export of wooden blocks on payment of $5in gold as tax for each piece. To 
prohibit absolutely the export of corn and all forage; of cattle, pigs, horses; 
bl ete allowing anything to enter the towns without the previous payment 
of taxes. 

To prohibit absolutely also the introduction in the towns of all kinds of 
fruits and articles of commerce which may favor the said towns and indi- 
rectly the Government which we are figh A 


de la Rioja, October 9 5 
ja, Goton JOSÉ Slag Sra 8 
cretary o; Council. 


REGULATIONS FOR THE SERVICE OF COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE 1. The secretary of the interior will be the postmaster-general of 
the whole island and the civil governor the chief of his territory. £ 

ART. 2. The postal service is established between the prefecturesof the Re 
public and between the towns and prefectures near by. 

ART. 3, In order to organize the postal service an inspector will be named 
for each district; as many chiefs as there are post-offices and as many cou- 
riers and auxiliaries as are 833 for each one. 

o 


out with the 3 ease an 

spor He will ey, the number of employees that 
are necessary. He ask for their resignations whenever there is any justi- 
fiable cause for it. He will see that everyone shall fulfill his duties, and 
shall name the hours when the couriers shall depart. He shall correct all 
defects that come under his notice, pe ge all modifications which he may 
thi vo a better service, an ve an account of all extraordinary 
ich his subalterns may render in order that they should be reg- 
istered and rewarded. 

Art. 5. The chiefs will reside in the post-office, from which they can not be 
absent during the ap ted hours, and they are to act whenever possible as 
auxiliaries to the prefect's office. The receive official and private cor- 
8 ign receipts for that delivered by mail carriers, setting down 
the hour of very, and they will deliver, under receipt in which they will 
also put down the time of de to the outgoi man the mat- 
ter in their hands, giving it a memorandum the name of mail 
carried and the time of d re. They will also see t the -post-offices 
are wellattended and have in them the 8 number of horses required 
for the service, unless in cases where the service is carried on foot. They 

report to the ii r the defects they may observe in the service with- 
out 0 0 the importance of their tion. 

Arr. 6. The mail carriers will collect y at the appointed hours, along the 
route marked out, without delaying on the way nor hu their horses 
except in urgent cases that will 8 out by the chief. ey will have 
a receipt for the correspondence delivered to vand will receive in ex- 
3 for the receipt a signed memorandum stating what mail they carry, 
which memorandum they will = to the chief of postal 50 
that he rar l and declare that he has received them, and, r — 
ing. with this requisite, change it for a receipt which he will leave in the office 
of de x 
A 5 Will be done by the couriers, and for that reason men of 
known honesty and valor shall be chosen, who are capable of appreciating 
the service they render their country. 

ART. 7. A service will be in every city occupied by the enemy, 
and will consist of as many chiefs and carriers as may be considered neces- 


ART. 8. The inspectors of mails will be the immediate superior officer of the 
service in the town of his residence, and will have under his command the 
postmasters and mail carriers, and they will exercise their functions in the 
same manner asthe coast inspectors. “id will have special care in the selec- 
tion of employees and in keeping all possible secrecy to elude the vigilance of 


asters will be considered as the chiefs of mail carriers 
th the carriers, as the carriers with the drivers, always giving 
an account of any extra services rendered. 

Art. 10. The mail carriers will have of receiving from the post- 
masters the mail matter and carry it out of the cities for delivery to the 
office of the nearest prefect. They will give and ask for receipts as the 
drivers,and like these must be honest men, and brave enough with 
co to overcome the difficulties that may arise in the performance of 
their important and dangerous mission, and worthy to occupy these positions 
of trust, in which they can lend such valuable services to the sacred cause 
every Cuban is bound to defend. 

ART. 11. The tors and postmasters will keep a book to record the 
appointments of bea a ‘ees and the services rende by them and will make 
up their archives boo! circulars, communications, and official 
documents that they receive on the 1 of those they may have to t. 

Country and liberty, September, 1 
Dr. SANTIAGO GARCIA CANIZARES, 

Secretary of the Interior. 


In conformity with the preceding Rein: e rega sanction them in eve 
part, and that it may govern and produce its corresponding effects have it 
published in the legal! form. 

Country and liberty. = ` 

Residence of the Executive in Limones, the 6th day of October, 1895. 

SALVADOR CISNEROS, President. 


LAW FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF THE PUBLIC TREASURY. 


ARTICLE I. All property of whatever eatin ESE situated in the territory 
of the Republic comes under the jurisdiction of the secretary of the treasury; 
therefore this de ment shall take charge of articles of whatever descrip- 
tion brought to this island by ay cea from abroad. This department 
also has the faculty of raisin, blic loans and general taxes. 

Arr. II. The secretary of the treasury the superior chief of his 
ba bean throughout the Island of Cuba, and through him the subaltern 
officers will receive the orders given by the council. e duties of the sec- 
retary will be to determine, on information of the collectors, the taxes which 
shall be paid in each state and the form in which they shall be collected, to 
nominate the employees of his Cip ene and to discharge them for justi- 
fiable cause. He ill deliver to the chiefs of corps and civil 5 tho 
articles which he receives from abroad; he will give a receipt for the articles 
or sums of money which from any source whatever rong Bei collected by the 
public treasury. He may trade with the merchandise longing to the Re- 
public; he may lease or sell whatever be convenient, and will present an 
account every three months to the council of the funds belonging to the 


public. 

ART. III. To facilitate the work of the treasury a chief of department will 
be appointed who will act as general comptroller, and in State a col: 
epia pipe soora tary of the administration of the treasury, and for each 

ct a delegate, 

Art. IV. The chief of the department, or general comptroller, will have 
charge of the archives of the d en keep the ks in due form, 
and Will take part in all the collections and disbursements which may occur. 

ART. V. The collector will represent in each State the secretary of the 
treasury, he will give information as to the taxable 8 in his State, he 
will dictate the necessary measures to carry out the eral orders com- 
municated to him by the secretary of the treasury, he will collect by means of 
agents the taxes fixed upon, and he will send to the department as soon as pos- 

e the funds collected; nevertheless he may deliver the amounts he may 
deem necessary to the chiefs of the different army corps, who will givea 
zoons for them and Justify their expenditure. The collectors will monthly 
send to the department a statement of their Ch pee 

ART. VI. The secretary of the administration of the treasury will keep 


. 


the archives of 
will take in the operations of the co! 
ART. . The delegates or Sete WA be the collectors of taxes in each 
district, and the oners will see — mie orders of the collectors of 
he State are carried out. 3 ney, id tho ald of ti auxiliaries whenever neces- 
sary, and are authorized to of the prefects and armed forces 
for the better fuflllment of Ne 
easy. and libert; 955 
Canaster, October 16, 1895. 
SEVERO PINA, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
‘ae 9 with the previous law, I sanction it in all its parts. Let it 
omulgated in legal form. 


try and liberty, October 18, 1895. 


SALVADOR CISNEROS BETANCOURT, 
President. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO THE OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
OF THE REPUBLIO OF CUBA. 

ARTICLE I. According to article 18 of the constitution and the decree of 

the general in chief of the 20th of September last, the military chiefs shall 

give the 5 aid to the officers of the treasury for the better fulfillment 


MANGOS DE BARAGUA. 


of their duties. 

Arr. II. With the aid of the armed forces, the had Pega wn Wa ana das 
struction of those tati whatever be their na nied ede willrefuse 
to 77 the taxes decreed b; e Government of the 

RT. III. Asa basis for the rate of tax, the produ on of the plantations 


shall serve as well as —.— ee of their products, taking into consideration 
** expense of 


Arr. IV. The ar tire the tax will be paid in advance in gold or in drafts 


ye New York, Paris, or London in the form kapon 
‘Arr. V. All kinds of traffic with the enemy is absolutely prohibited. Only 
the following articles and products are allowed to be exported: 
Coffees and per hundredweight. 


Wood in block: per thousand feet or $3 a 
ests of the Republic and te eg ort oi aut 

Guana (a textile pipor hundredweig 

Wax, 84 pric ry weight 

Fatten 8 

— j g, cao, $ per hand hun weight. 

tobacco, and plantains for exportation, it is left to the 

judgment o of the re ere of the t treasury. 

ART. 5 2 The exportation of wood or guana (the latter until December 6) 
will only be permitted when worked or packed by individuals who are in the 
confidence of our authorities. 

ART. VII. The yl ado of cattle will only be allowed when, in the judg. 
ae of the authority, they run imminent risk of falling into ie na 
o enem 
— VIII. The collector of the treasury of each state 
the exportation of the products 9 8 in ‘Article 
8 ving an account of it to the secretary of 


adjadement, 
banilla del Contra Maestre, October 24, 1895. 


iece, as will best suit the inter- 
thoriaing the the exportation. 


d, tem- 
, immedi- 
the treasury ‘for final 


SEVERO PINA, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
In conformi ran Gok vin the previous iew, I sanction it in all its parts. Letit 
be nil Get A 5 
October 


“SALVADOR CISNEROS BETANCOURT 
President. 


EXTRACT OF THE SESSIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT COUNCIL, REPUBLIC OF 
CUBA. 

Secretary of the Government José Clemente We . secretary of the 
Government Council and chancellor of the Republic, I certify that in the 
minute books of the sessions celebrated by this council the following resolu- 
tions are found: 

SEPTEMBER 19, 1805. 
int a secretary of the Government and chancellor of oe 8 
. lemente Vivanco. To send spara anena of £o fa. Gen n chief, 
lieutenant-general, and dele: eee pleni 
Genes, — Gen. Antonio . sn Tomas “3 
o appoint as vernor of Camagney, Dr. 8 
Oriente, Rafael Manduley. 

To com jae the . ‘of the division of the terri of the island into 
zones, and that the subsecretary of war, in the absence of the secretary, agree 
with the general in chief as to the organization of the army of libera on. 


SEPTEMBER 20, 1895. 


tivel: 
alma. respectiv 
Primelles, nnd ot | 1a 


eo and orders ener by the Govern: 
army of liberation to respect and obey 


To. ask the general in chief for Capts. Francisco Gerola, Manuel Manero 
and Ensign Enrique Boza, as their services are needed by the Government. 
That the Cuban em: igrations shall be at liberty as to the n manner of contrib- 
. fea . f all the decrees passed by th t of 

from ab a copy of all the e government o 
the last revolution, and to oe that in conformit; with the minutes sent 
from here all documents be printed emanating from the Government as 
well as the constitution passed by the constituent assembly, which be 
placed in our archives, 

SEPTEMBER 21. . 


To publish a circular of the secretary of the interior, addressed to the 
fects, subprefects. and other functionaries of civil order, recommending 
to fulfill their respective duties. 

To approve the order given by the general in chief as to the respect due 
Berd a families and their interests, excepting in cases of military neces- 
pap Aah on account of manifest or suspected treachery, and that the secretary 
of the interior paote such communication to the civil governors advising 
them of this resoluti 

To gen 3 chief o f postal service for the eastern and western districts of 

anero and in ci tas respectively, and So coe: 
refects tempo o by the general in chie; 
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DECEMBER 21, 


Lath nie their record of service, the positions which they occupy, and their 


Lie oa . Gen. Carl: e ff that his aids, Francisco 
o commu: — 0 ai 
remain with this 5 aes 


Silveira and Orencio N 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1895. 


To it the export of wood in blocks after the ent of $5 in gold for 
each To absolutely prohibit the sale of po beg all Shotts of forage, 
cows, oxen, and horses, permitting only other animals to be taken within a 
pone of 6 ofS lenguos from from ene sopa on & payment of the — 
Shei the treasury me 1 e of the tax- 


property 3 E 
o approve the provisional law of civil m June 4, 1869, by the 
chamber of representatives of the t revolution and to put it in force on 
motion of the secretary of the interſo 


Toa 222 ͤ ineeractiona ae bones’ In hich were passed 
ee 1 e appointment of i inspect of coasts He S guard: 
0 ors mad 
previously cst the general in chie: 2 a 
OCTOBER 5, 1805. 
That each RERNI of state es proves to the council such projects of 


laws and tions as shall be in force in their tive de ents, 
and that . of of toasters relations, together with the su retary, 
ihe ooking sacma draw a project of criminal ure for 
ion and 1 het wi the coun 
OCTOBER 6, 1895. 


„nid the seer Governmen 


G 16, 1898. 
That the secretary of the Government shall collect all the la 
deer — — an other orders of this council and an — aot of the 8 
for pub! form for an edition of 500 cop: 
To approve © ve the Ee. of the 1 ag the te organization of the public treas- 


“ih upproy approve ibe ‘ia oy for the scien tho civil government eee administration of th 
public: presented by e interior. ere 
OCTOBER 21, 1895. 
To send a communication to the chiefs of 8 to send the tary 
of the 8 detailed account of all the contracts mad: a by them anne the 
8 of the war, in order that, in conformity with . 21 ot the con- 
stitution, they be approved. 
To give military consideration to all civil functionaries, appoin 
purpose a ergo oe on Fae pn of the pen pag of 5 TIOE ADA thes su 
secre of war, so ey may present a report as 
followed in this behalf. = 
OCTOBER 24, 1895. 


To 8 12 project as to 3 of the officers of the public treas- 


ary, presen 3 


o treasury. 
rove seg re ae ty toa sot military considerations to be enjoyed by 
the civ tuncti 8 bye the secretary of the interior and the 
ey preg oe N aes oe war, P. commission 
which fs ‘oll 


for this purpose at the last session, 
The President of of the et nt thatof . in chief of the army; the vice- 


neral; the chiefs of 
rs of ti 0 treasury, so eg 


the lieutenant governor, elegate of tho ti mand the secretary o 
at ion , majors; the prefects, the inspectors of ODM 
of coast and 9 t of captains; subprefects, ensign 
‘All these considerations shall be enjoyed by them unless they have t higher 
rank. OCTOBER 25, 1895. 
Aae E, Noone ca „ F t or repri- 
TT 0 ont or 
e With 8 been e 
"the fac tend anda peer ena wood trees will 
be by all the e tities of the Re 


3 
ART. III. Housebreaking and unjustifig . will be severely punished, 
Arr. IV. No citizen can be dispossessed from 


j Iv. Noc the house he occupies without 
7 e motive. 


V. The forces on the march, detachments, or commissions will not 
. houses without the consent of their owners, unless the exi- 
a of the war require it or in ex y cases, when it will bo untl 
the officer who rs it. 

for the publication thereot in accordance with the resolution of the 16th 
t compilation, which is a true copy of the origi- 
ves of my secretaryship. 


ed b 


JOSÉ CLEMENTE VIVANCO, 
Secretary of the Council, 
will soon be published the laws of organization and military ordi- 
eee by the general in chief and 8 by the council, which 
shall be joined to the present compilatio: 

(Coat or ARMS OF CUBAN REPUBLIC. 

In the name of the Republic of Cuba by delegation of the Cuban people in 
arms. “The constituent assembly resolv: A by acclamation on this day to iph 
fer on Tomas Estrada Palma, the y diplomnatso representative and agentabroad, 
the title of delegate and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Cuba. 

In wi bd see — we have S Ared our signatures in Jimaguayu on the 


Loinaz del Castillo, . Pina, F rmin Valdes Domingue: Rafael Perez 
Morales, Raimundo Sanchez, J. D. Gactillo, Pedro 1 de Pedro 
Aguilera. oo Rafael M. Portuondo, Dr. ga 19259 Can- 
izares; Lope Recio, L.; Orencio N „ secre Franco Diaz Silve 
Leiva, secre 


Mor əs, Mariano Sanchez Vaillant, F. 
mente Vivanco, secretary. 


D. 
s ARMY HEADQUARTERS AT CUMANAYAGUA. 
Mr. ALFREDO REGO. 
We en your hea 
0 tS) ou 
srs, to 8 1 WI communicato 
ges gap committee desired to 


7 ee receive your polite note. I s by 
your fran in the — 9 of my 


eee It takes this 
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letter to you, and is composed of Benito Mesa and Telesforo Ramirez. I beg 
you to ave them the necessary aid, promising you that your men will be 
ted b is garrison. 


JOSE BRETONES, Lieutenant. 


APPENDIX NO. 4. 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 


The insurrection in Cuba still continues with all its perplexities. It is dif- 
ficult to perceive that any progress has thus far been made toward the pacif- 
ication of the island or t the situation of affairs as depicted in my last 
annual message has in the least improved. If Spain still holds Habana and 
the seaports and all the considerable towns, the ins nts still roam at will 
over at t two-thirds of the inland country. If the determination of S 
to put down the insurrection seems but tostrengthen with the lapse of e, 
and is evinced by her unhesitating devotion of al os in tary ani 
naval forces to the task, there is much reason to eve that the insurgents 
have gained in point of numbers, and character, and resources, and are none 
the less inflexible in their resolve not to succumb, without practically secur- 
ing the t objects for which they took up arms. If Spain has not yet rees- 
ta lished her authority, neither have the insurgents yet made good their 
title to be regarded as anindependent state. Indeed, as the contest has gone 
on, the pretense that civil 9 exists on the jsland, except so far as 
Spain is able to maintain it, has been poran abandoned. Spain does Koop 
on foot such a government, more or less imperfectly, in the large towns an: 
their immediate suburbs. But, that exception being made, the entire coun- 
try is either given over to anarchy or is subject to the mili occupation of 
one or the other ty. Itisre „indeed, on reliable authority that, at 
the demand of E -chief of the insurgent army, the putative 
Cuban government has now given up all attempt to exercise its functions, 
lea that government confessediy (what there is the best reason for sup- 
posing it always to have been in fact) a government merely on paper. 

Were the Spanish armies able to meet their antagonists in the open, or in 
3 battle, gam and decisive results might be looked for, and the im- 

ense superiority of the § forces in numbers, discipline, and equip- 

d hardly fail to tell greatly to their 5 But they are called 
upon to face a foe that shuns general engagements, t can choose and does 
itsown ground. that from the nature of the country is visible or invisible 
at pleasure, and that fights only from amb eand when all the advantages 
of position and numbers are on its side. In a country where all that is in 
pensable to life in the way of food, clot! „and shelter is so easily obtain- 
able, especially by those born and bred on the soil, it is obvious that there is 
hardly a limit to the time during which hostilities of this sort may be pro- 
longed. Meanwhile, as in all cases of protracted civil strife, the ons of 
the combatants grow more and more inflamed and excesses on both sides 
become more frequent and more deplorable. - They are also participated in 
by bands of marauders, who, now in the name of one party and now in the 
name of the other, as may best suit the occasion, the country at will 
and plunder its wretched inhabitants for their own advantage. Such a con- 
dition of things would inevitably entail immense destruction of property. 
even if it were the policy of both parties to prevent it as far as practicable. 
But while such seemed to be the original cy of the Spanish Government, 
it has now apparently abandoned it and upon the same theory 
nts, namely, that the e 
tion of property, that it may not prove of use and advantage 
to the enemy. 

It is to the same end that, in pursuance of general orders, Spanish 
are now being wi 
to concentra 
the industrial yalue of the island is fast 

c 


uce sugar. 

which have taken place during the last two 9 It is 

the current year, 

and 5 extend, as is now t tened, to the entire sugar-producing 

territory of the island, so much time and so much money will be required to 

restore land to its normal productiveness that it is extremely doubtful if 
capital can be induced to even make the attempt. 

e spectacle of the utter ruin of an adio country, by nature one of 
the most fertile and charming on the globe, would engage the serious atten- 
tion of the Government and people of the United States in any circumstances. 
In poms of fact, they have a concern with it which is by no meansof a wholly 
sentimental or philanthropic character. It lies so near to us as to be hardl: 
se ted from our territory. Our actual 2 interest in it is secon 

to that of the people and Government of § . It is reasonably esti- 
mated that at least from Pome to $50,000,000 of American capital are 
invested in plantations and in railroad, „and other business enter- 
pros on the island. The volume of trade between the United States and 

which in 1889 amounted to about $64,000, rose in 1893 to about 
$108,000,000, and in 1894, the qe before the presen! 
amounted to nearly 5 . Besides this large 
tunes of Cuba, the Uni States finds itself 


surrection broke out, 


t 
pecuniary stake in the for- 
extricably involved in the 


present contest in other ways both vexatious and costly. - 
y Cu reside in country and ly promote the 
tion through — by public meeti by the purchase and shi nt of 
of funds, and by other means, which the spirit of our 


arms, by the 
institations and the tenor of our laws do not permit to be made the subject 
of criminal prosecutions. Some of them, though Cubans at heart and in all 
their f and interests, have taken out papers as naturalized citizens of 
the United States, a proceeding resorted to witha view to ible protec- 
tion by this Government, and not unnaturally regarded with much indigna- 
tion by as country of Lee origin. The ins 5 — 5 are 5 encour- 
pe aak supported 6 widespread e e of this coun 
ways and Ptinctively feel for every —— aslo lor better and freer wom 
ment, and which, in the case of the more us and restless elements 
of our ulation. leads in only too many instances to active and personal 
participation in the contest. e result is that this Government i is con- 
stantly called upon to protect American citizens, to claim damages for inju- 
ries to persons and p: rty, now estimated at many millions of dollars, and 
to ask explanations and apologies for the acts of Spanish officials whose zeal 
for the repression of the rebellion sometimes blinds them to the immunities 
belonging to the unoffending citizens of a friendly power. It follows from 
the same causes that the United States is compelled to 3 a long 
line of seacoast against unlawful expeditions, the escape of w. the utmost 
ce will not always suffice to prevent. Š 
ese inevitable entanglements of the United States with the rebellion in 
Cuba, the large American ky rty interests affected, and considerations of 
philanthropy and humanity in general, have led to a vehement demand in 
various quarters for some sort of positive intervention on the part of the 
United States. It was at first proposed t belligerent rights should be ac- 
corded to the insurgents—a proposition no longer urged use untimely 
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neies of the contest require the wholes 


rilous and injurious to our own interests. 


and in practical operation clearly t 
It bas since been and is now sometimes contended that the independence of 
the insurgents should be recognized. But imperfect and restricted as the 
Spanish government of the island may be, no other exists there—unless the 
will of the military officer in temporary command ofa cular district, can 
be dignified as a species of government. It is now suggested that the 
United States should buy the island—a suggestion possibly worthy of consid- 
eration if there were any evidence of a desire or willingness on the part of 
oe to entertain such aproposal. It is urged, finally, that, all other meth- 
failing, the existing internecine strife in Cuba should be terminated 

our intervention, even at the cost of a war between the United States an 
Spain—a war which its advocates confidently prophesy could be neither large 
in its proportions nor doubtful in its issue. 

The correctness of this forecast need be neither affirmed nor denied. The 
United States has nevertheless a character to maintain as a nation, which 
pany dictates that right and not might should be the rule of its conduct. 

er, though the United States is not a nation to which aoe is a neces- 
sity, it is in truth the most c of powers, and desires nothing so much as 
to live in amity with all the world. Its own ample and diversified domains 
satisfy all possible longi for territory, preclude all dreams of conquest, 
and prevent any casting of covetous eyes upon — ery regions, however 
attractive. That our conduct towar Spain and her dominions has consti- 
tuted no exception to this national disposition is made manifest by the course 
of our Government, not only thus far during the present insurrection, but 
during the ten years that followed the rising at Yara in 1868. No other 
great power, it may safely be said, under circumstances of similar perplexity, 
would have manifested the same restraint and the same mae endurance, 
It may also be said that this tent attitude of the United States toward 
Spain in connection with Cuba unquestionably evinces no slight res: 

for Spain on the t of the American people. They in tru 

forget her connection with the discovery of the Western Hemisphere, nor do 
they underestimate the t qualities of the S people, nor fail to fully 
recognize their splendid patriotism and their chivalrous devotion to the 
national honor. z 

They view with wonder and admiration the cheerful resolution with which 
vast bodies of men are sent across thousands of miles of ocean, and an enor- 
mous debt accu 
may still hold its place in the S 
ment nor the 
of events in 


and 
do not 


most 


to discover the most promising and effective means of com- 
posing the present strife with honor and advantage to 8 and with the 
achievement of all the reasonable ob; of the insurrection. 


would satisfy all rational requirements of her Spanish subjects—t! 
islan 


the 

out severing the natural and ancient ties which bind them tothe mother 
country, and would yet enable them to test their capacity for self-government 
under the most favorable conditions. It has been objected on the one side 
that Spain should not promise autonomy until her insurgent subjects la; 
down their arms; on the other side, that promised autonomy, however libe: 

is insufficient, because without assurance of the pean being fulfilled. 

But the reasonableness of a requirement by Spain of unconditional sur- 
render on the part of the insurgent Cubans before their autonomy is con- 
ceded is not a bey N apparent. It ignores important features of the 
situation—the stability two years’ duration has given tothe insurrection; the 
feasibility of its indefinite prolongation in the nature of tuge sai, as shown 
by past experience, the utter and imminent ruin of the d unless the 
present strife is speedily bags Ge above all, the rank abuses which all 
parties in Spain, all branches of her Government, and all her leading public 
men concede to exist and profess a desire to remove. Facing 
stances, to withhold the proffer of needed reforms until the parties demand- 
ing them put themselves at mercy by throwing down their arms, has the 
appearance of 3 the gravest of perils and inviting suspicion as to 
the sincerity of any professed willingness to grant reforms. The objection 
on behalf of the insurgents, that promised reforms can not be relied u 
must of course be considered, oe we have no right to assume, and no 
reason for assuming, that 5 | pain undertakes to do for.the relief of 
oe will not be done according to the spirit and the letter of the under- 


ing. 

Nevertheless, realizing that suspicions and precautions on the part of the 
weaker of two combatants are always natural and not always unjustiflable 
ing sincerely desirous in the interest of both, as well as on its own account, 
the Cuban problem should be solved with the least possible delay—it was 
intimated by this Government to the Government of Spain some months ago 
that, if a satisfactory measure of home rule were tendered the Cuban insur- 

nts, and would be 888 by them upon a guaranty of its execution, the 
Enited States would endeayor to find a way not objectionable to Spain of 
furnishing such guaranty. While no definite response to this intimation has 
yet been received from the Spanish Government, it is believed to be not alto- 
ther unwelcome, while, as already suggested, no reason is perceived why 

t should not be 5 by the 5 Neither party can fail to see 
the importance of early action, and both must realize that to prolong the 
resent state of things for even a short period will add enormously to 
e time and labor and ee necessary to bring about the indus- 
trial recuperation of the island. It is, therefore, fervently ho; on all 
ounds that earnest efforts for heating the breach between § and the 
urgent Cu upon the lines above indicated, may be at once inaugurated 
and pushed to an immediate and successful issue. e friend!y offices of the 
United States, either in the manner above outlined or in any other way con- 
sistent with our Constitution and laws, will always be at the of either 


party. 

Whatever circumstances may arise, our policy and our interests would con- 
strain us to object to the acquisition of the island or an interference with its 
control by any other pomor: 

It should be added that it can not be reasonably assumed that the hitherto 
e t attitude of the United States will indefinitely tained. 

le we are anxious to accord all due respect to the sovereignty of Spain, 


such circum- 
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3 
hen the inability of Spain to deal successfully with 
it is demonstrated that her sove 


become manifest, and y is extinct in 
Cuba for all of its rightful existence, and when a 
for its reesta ted into a strife which means rot! 


human life and the utter destruction 01 
the very subject-matter of the conflict, a situation will be presented in which 
— obligations to the sovene ty of Spain will be y PTEE by hins obli- 
which we can hardly tate to recognize discharge. errin 
fio aipa i of ways and methods until the time for action arrives, we shoult 
make them oe upon the 8 conditions then 
t be deterni 


our obedience to the 
for the duty enjoined upon us by 
nations. 


complete devastation, will constrain our Government to such action as will 
subserve the interests thus involved and at the same time promise to Cuba 
and its inhabitants an opportunity to enjoy the blessings ef peace. 

Mr. HILL. I rose sipiy for the purposeof ing the Senator 
from Pennsylvania whether in the report which he has just sub- 
mitted to the Senate in regard to Cuba, or in the additional report 
submitted by the Senator from Alabama, there is discussed the 
constitutional power of to pass the resolution presented, 
or whether the reports are simply confined to the propriety of the 


action soreo 

Mr. CAMERON. Iwil state in reply to the Senator from New 
York that I do not think it within the province of the committee 
to discuss the constitutionality of the power of Congress. That 
ought to be admitted by everybody. z 

Mr. HILL. Then, as I understand it, the discussion of that sub- 
ject is not contained in either report? 

Mr. MORGAN. If the Senator will allow me, I will state that 
I think the Senator from Pennsylvania has not seen my report. 

Mr. HILL. That is what I supposed. 

Mr. MORGAN. In 8 submitted by the Senator from 
Texas and myself no di on is made of a question which we 
consider it is simply preposterous to discuss. 

Mr. HILL. t is the reason why it is not discussed? 

Mr. MORGAN. That is one very reason. 

Mr. HILL. That might be tory to the Senator from 
Alabama, but I simply desired the information which I have al- 
ready received, that it is not discussed in either report. That is 
all I care to know for the present. 

IMPRISONMENT ABROAD OF NATURALIZED CITIZENS. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
whom was referred the resolution submitted by Mr. CALL on the 
14th instant, reported it without amendment; and it was considered 
by unanimous consent and agreed to, as follows: 


Reso! That the Secretary of State be, and is hereby, directed to to 
the Senate a report of all naturalized of the United States of whose 
arrest and imprisonment, or trial, or or sentence, either to im 
. colony of Ceuta or elsewhere, he has any 
and that he inform the Senate in such re of the persons now held in 

t at Ceuta and of stated, on which they were 
condemned, and the nature of the so as same appears on the 
files of the State Department. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S. 3443) for the relief of the 
Globe Works, of Boston, Mass.; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3444) to increase the i 
of Charles Riley, of Battery L and Battery F, First United States 
Artillery; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3445) to increase the ion of Capt. 
John H. Mullen; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (S. 3446) to amend section 2324 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to mining 
claims; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 

i referred to the Committee on Mines and Mining. 

` SON (for Mr. Davis) introduced a bill (S. 3447) to 
amend an act entitled “An act to refer the claim of Jessie Benton 
Fremont to certain lands and improvements thereon in San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., to the Court of Claims,“ being chapter 80 of the private 
acts of the Twenty-seventh United States Statutes at vers ap- 
proved Feb: 10, 1893; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon introduced a bill (8. 3448) to = 
gion William Russell for services in Oregon Indian wars; whi 


was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers. 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. = i > 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3449) granting an honorable 
discharge to Henry H. Staub, late second Heutenant in the Fifty- 
fourth Ohio Regiment; which was read twice by its title, and, 
with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs. 
Mr. GALLINGER introduced a bill (S. 3450) to amend the 
charters of the Eckington and Soldiers’ Home and Belt Railway 


companies, of the District of Columbia: which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3451) granting a pension to Rebecca 
P. Quint; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON introduced a bill (S. 3452) for the relief of 
George W. Wood; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Mr. MCMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 3453) granting a pension 
to Adelaide Sessions; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the Recomm pany ine paper. referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALT introduced a bill (S. 3454) for the relief of 
Matthew Burns; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
9 referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. COC introduced a bill (S. 3455) for the relief of 
James H. Birch; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ROACH (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3456) to complete 
the military record of James Hicks, formerly captain Company M, 
Twelfth Regiment Ohio Cavalry Volunteers; which was read twice 
by its title. and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S. 3457) granting a pension 
to Mary L. Cook; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
eee are referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. (by. request) introduced a bill (S. 3458) for the 
relief of the Louise Home, in the city of Washi „D. C.; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the C ittee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. DUBOIS (by request) introduced a bill (S. 8459) to author- 
ize the Washi n. Alexandria and Mount Vernon Railroad 
Company to extend its tracks to the Union Station of the Capital 
Traction Company, in the city of Washington, D. C.; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. BUTLER introduced a bill (S. 3460) for the relief of Susan 
S. Rayner; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 


on 

Mr. PROCTOR introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 180) provid- 
ing that the Constitution of the United States be so amended that 
the President shall hold his office for one term of six years and 
shall not be eligible for reelection; which was read twice by its 
title. 


He also introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 181) providing that 
the Constitution of the United States be so amended that the 
members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen every 
third year; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. PROCTOR. I ask that the joint resolutions be ordered to 
lie on the table, and I give notice that I shall at an early day after 
the holiday recess ask that they be taken up for eee 


submitting brief remarks, and that I shall then ask their refer- 
ence to the a iate committee. 

The VICE- IDENT. The joint resolutions will lie on the 
table for the present. 


Mr. PETTIGREW introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 182) 
authorizing the 3 the Treasury to take up and pay the 
Union Pacific Railway Company 6 per cent trust notes, and mak - 
ing = appropriation for that purpose; which was read twice by 
its title. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask that the joint resolution lie on the 
table, as I wish to submit some remarks in regard to it hereafter. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint. resolution will lie on the 


table. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 183) to 
authorize the use of reservations and other public spaces in the 
city of Washi m on the occasion of the inauguration of the 
President, March 4, 1897; which was read twice by its title, and, 
with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

RECOGNITION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF A FOREIGN PEOPLE, 

Mr. VEST. I introduce a joint resolution and ask that it be 
read at length. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 179) — ae | that the President has 
not the exclusive power to recognize the independence of a foreign 

le struggling to establish a government for themselves was 
Pond the first time at length, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, etc., That the President is not invested by the Con- 

stitution with exclusive power to determine when the indepen ota 


1896. 
5 


Constitution. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, before any disposition is made of 
the joint resolution, I wish to say one word in explanation of a 
portion of it. 

It is very well known that the Secretary of State, Mr. Olney, 
for whom I have great respect personally and as. a la upon 
Saturday last, in a carefully prepared and authoritative inter- 
view, declared that the power to recognize the Independence of a 
people struggling to achieve it was vested alone in the President 
of the United States, and that while Congress might act upon that 
subject, it would sanpiy be the declaration of opinion on the part 
of certain eminent gentlemen, which could not officially affect the 
Chief Executive at all. . 

I must confess that this statement, coming in an extraordinary 
way (for it is the first time I have known a Cabinet minister to 
address the people of the United States thro an interview in 
the public press), excited with me tsurprise. I had occasion 
when the matter was under discussion and deliberation to investi- 
gate to some extent this question, and I aama to the ee e 
without putting my judgment against that of so dinagu ingui an 
official aa la s i. Mr. Olney, that the President of the United 
States did not have this power. I found in the Madison Papers 
that when the framers of the Constitution of 1789 deliberately gave 
to Congress the war-making power they were under the impres- 
sion that that grant included all the minor and subsidiary action 
which might be taken by the Chief Executive, that action prob- 
ably bringing on war. N : 

It is to me a most astounding proposition that while the war- 
making power was given to Congress, the President of the United 
States could bring about war by exercising the high prerogative 
of declaring whether a people struggling to achieve their inde- 

ndence were entitled to recognition by this Government or not. 

this osition be true, then for a hundred years the states- 

men of this country have been in the dark upon this question. 

The independence of Venezuela and other South American Repub- 

lies was recognized, not by the action of the Chief Executive, but by 

; and finally the Texas question, after years of debate, 

was determined by the admission of Texas into the Union by a 
joint resolution of Congress. 

Mr. HALE, Mr. President, I rise to a point of order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Maine rises to a 
point of order. The Senator will state his point of order. 

Mr. HALE. I do not think, under the rule, on any resolution, 
except by unanimous consent, any debate should take place. 
There has been no unanimous consent given to the Senator to dis- 
cuss the question. I do not think now, as the whole subject- 
matter generally has coe over on the report of the committee, 
that the Senator sho ipitate a discussion this morning on 
this grave question; and I must therefore ask that under the rule 
the resolution shall go over. 

Mr. STEWART. I ask that the Senator from Missouri may 
have unanimous consent to conclude his remarks. 

Mr. VEST. No. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Nevada asks unan- 
imous consent that the Senator from Missouri be permitted to 
conclude his remarks. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I would notinflict a word upon the 
Senate against the will of so respectable and eminent a Senator as 
the Senator from Maine. I do not wish even one unwilling audi- 
tor. Therefore, I have said all I propose to say. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator sees that if he * the subject gen- 
erally, a debate will be precipitated when nobody has it. 
I ask that the resolution may go over. 

Mr. FRYE. Perhaps my colleague did not observe that it is a 
3 resolution. I suppose the Senator from Missouri has intro- 

uced it that it might be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. VEST. [am utterly indifferent, if the committee will de- 


tates; but this power is vested in Congress and 
to be exercised in conformity with section 7, Artiele I, of the 


termine upon it early; 
Mr. E. I have no objection to its going to the committee, 
Mr. VEST. I think it is that sort of a question which ought to 
be deter ained now. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Under the rule, che Chair thinks that 
the joint resolution must go to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. VEST. Let it lie over under the rule until to-morrow, if 
there is objection. I shall call it up to-morrow. 

Mr. HALE. That is right. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will go over. 

AFFAIRS IN CUBA. 

Mr. HILL. I introduce a joint resolution which I ask may be 
read and lie upon the table. I give notice that at the proper time 
I shall offer the joint resolution as a substitute for the g reso- 
lution reported by the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON] 
this morning from the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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stru; to establish a government for themselves shall be. |. 
the Gaited 85 


eee ee (S. R. 2 a that a state of war 
exists in „ and recognizing parties thereto as belligerents, 
was read the first time at length, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, Nien gnu it is hereby declared that a state of public 


war exists in Cuban. and that the parties there eee een ne, 
accorded rent 1. re in accordance with the princi of interna: 
nited States will preserve a, strict lity between the 


law, and the 
belligerents: 


Mr. HILL. Lask that the joint resolution be printed. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will lie on the 
table, and it will be printed under the rule. 
AMENDMENTS. TO APPROPRIATION BILLS, 


Mr. GALLINGER. Isubmitan amendment intended to se ag 
posed to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill, 
which I ask may be read, printed, and referred to the Committee 
on Civil Service and Retrenchment. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

The head of each of the several Executive Departments, at his discretion, 
may reinstate or reappoint to any subordinate position which from any 
cause may become vacant in his Department soy person now: or formerly 
employed in the civil service of the Government who, in his opinion, was 
reduced in —— or was discharged from the service tor causes not affect- 
ing his or har cieney or moral character, and such prior service for that 
purpose shall be held to be equivalent to a civil-service certificate of eligibility, 
anything in any statute, role, or regulation to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment will be 
e to the Committee on Civil Service and Retrenchment, and 
printed. 

Mr. NELSON submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MILLS submitted an amendment intended to be pro 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to. be printed. 

Mr. STEWART submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon submitted an amendment intended 
to be bro oseđ by ħim to the general deficiency appropriation 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to the 


Committee on Indians Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
3 fobs amy 8 va eee eee intended on be pro- 
y him to t © gene i appropriation. bill; i 
eee e e . Indi 3 ordered to 
print 


Mr. SQUIRE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which was 
3 to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
prin 

Mr. 1 eee, re intended ae be pro- 
posed by hi gen ciency appropriation. bill; which 
was referred to the Committee an Cla: and ordered to be 


printed. 
INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA, 

Mr. CHILTON. I desire to offer an amendment to the joint 
resolution (S. R. 163) acknowledging the independence of Cuba, 
which, at the proper time, I shall offer. L ask that it may be read 
and printed. 

The amendment was read, and ordered to be printed, as follows: 

Strike out all after the resolving clause and insert: 

That it is hereby declared that a condition of public war exists between the 
Government, of Spain and the government proclaimed and for some time 
maintained by force of arms by the pi of Cuba, and that the. United 
E ig gc 
— . — of the United States.“ 

GOVERNMENTAL OWNERSHIP OF THE TELEGRAPH, 

Mr. PALMER. Isubmit a resolution in d to reprinting a 
doeument, and I ask that it be read and consi d. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved. That there be ted for the of copies 
Senate Doeument No. 205, 1 session b toe bts o: 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the document? 

Mr. PALMER. It is Document No. 205, papers containing an 
article by Judge Walter Clark, entitled Telegraph and telephone,” 
in the American Law Review, and other matters of that sort. I 
have a great many applications for it. 

Mr. CULLOM.. So have I. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration. of the resolution? 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to. : 

HARBOR AT ASTORIA, OREG. 

Mr. MITCHEL of Oregon submitted the following resolution; 

which was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Whereas it is alleged in a memorial submitted to Congress b 8 
of Commerce ot the city of Astoria, in the State of Grape, has by reason 
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the improvement at the mouth of the Columbia River, made by building the 
1 , which, it is averred,is a perfect success, the channel at the entrance 

ng been widened, deepened, and straightened so that the largest vessels 
that float can with perfect safety enter the Columbia River, and whereby 
the entrance to the Columbia River and the harbor of Astoria have been made 
equal in all respects to any on the Pacific coast, and which improvement has 
already so stimulated the growth of commerce that greater and improved 
harbor facilities are required at the port of Astoria; and 

Whereas it is further averred in such memorial that the construction of 
such jetty has also produced changes in the currents, channels, and sands 
inside of the mouth of the river which threaten encroachment upon and seri- 
ous injury to the harbor space of Astoria if not guarded against at once; and 

Whereas it is further represented in such memorial that, in order to pro- 
tect such harbor, sand bars should be removed, currents directed and con- 
13 and works and retaining walls constructed for the preservation of 

e channels and the anchorage area in such harbor: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War transmit to the Senate, at his earliest 
convenience, such information as isin the possession of the Department relat- 
ing to the harbor at Astoria, Oreg., ther with such suggestion or recom- 
mendation as may be deemed advisable. 


TREASURY SETTLEMENTS. 
Mr. HILL. I submit a resolution and ask for its present con- 
sideration. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, required 
to reexamine the settlements reported by him in Senate Executive DOCA: 


ment No. 178, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session, and to report whether the 
awards are of the eunes character as those heretofore paid upon the steamer 


Peerless, to in Executive Document No. 67, Forty-eighth 
Congress, first session, tomether with a detailed statement of the . and 
to those appropriated for last 


to report also whether the awards are 
session. 


Mr. COCKRELL. The Secretary of the Treasury, in response 
to a similar resolution during the session, reported that the 
Senate or House separately had no authority to require him to 
reexamine a case finally passed upon, but that he would, in response 
to such a resolution, report the facts as to what had been done in 
the matter. So, under his decision heretofore (and I think proba- 
bly he is correct), it would not be a reexamination and repassing 
upon the claim, but simply a report of the reasons for the former 
action. 

Mr. HILL. There is no harm in the resolution, I suppose? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh, no; there is no harm in it. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and 


agreed to. 
PACIFIC RAILROADS. 


Mr. GEAR. I notice by the Calendar that the unfinished busi- 
ness is the bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free homesteads on the 
public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide set- 
tlers, and reserving the public lands for that purpose. Iaskunàn- 
imous consent that after the unfinished business is disposed of the 
bill Ai 8080) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to effect 
an adjustment between the United States and the Sioux City and 
Pacific Railway Company in relation to certain bonds issued b; 
the United States in aid of the construction of said railway, an 
the bill (S. 2894) to amend an act entitled An act to aid in the 
construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri 
River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government the 
use of the same for postal, military, and other ee ia proved 
July 1, 1862; and also to amend an act approved July 2, 1864; and 
also an act approved May 7, 1878, both in amendment of said first- 
mentioned act; and other acts amendatory thereof and supple- 
mental thereto, and to provide for the settlement of claims grow- 
ing out of the issue of bonds to aid in the construction of certain 
3 and to secure the payment of all indebtedness to the 
United States of certain companies therein mentioned, be taken 
up as the unfinished business. ; 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Iowa? 

Mr. GORMAN. I trust the Senator from Iowa will not make 
that request now. Let us wait until we return here on the 5th of 
January and then determine the order of business. If the Senator 
insists upon his request, I shall be compelled to object. 

The VICE-PRES ENT. Objection is interposed to the request 
of the Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GEAR. I wish to state, Mr. President, that my reason for 
making the request is because of the sixty millions of bonds issued 
in aid of the construction of these roads twenty millions will 
mature by January 1, and will have to be met by the Government. 
It seems to me the time has come when Congress should determine 
what shall be done in regard to these matters. The law of 1887 
makes it the specific duty of the President to interfere and to do 
certain things. I hardly think that Senators wish that to be done 
when there is, perhaps, a chance of negotiating in some other way 
or enacting some legislation looking to a settlement of those debts. 

I hope the Senator from Maryland will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. GORMAN. Itis utterly impossible, of course, to consider 
this t measure between now and the time of our adjournment 
for holidays. ; 

Mr. GEAR. I would state to the Senator from Maryland that 
I do not expect to do anything of that kind. I did not intend to 
ask to have the bills taken up until after the holiday recess, and 
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probably not until the other House had acted on the subject. I 
simply wanted to have the order adopted, so that the Senate could 
take up the subject after the holiday recess. 

Mr. GORMAN. My suggestion to the Senator is that we defer 
the subject until after we reassemble on the 5th of January, and 
then determine the order of business. 

Mr. GEAR. I do not object to the subject going over, so that 
my request shall be made a preferential one. 

Mr. GORMAN, I object to any order being made now. 

Mr. GEAR. Then, Mr. President, I move that the Senate make 
this order. 

Mr. HILL. That is not in order. The Senator can move to 
proceed to the immediate consideration of the subject, but he can 
not now move that the Senate proceed to its consideration at some 
future time. 

Mr. GEAR. I do not move immediate consideration, I will say 
to the Senator from New York. I simply ask that these bills may 
go on the Calendar as the unfinished business, not to be taken up 
until after the holiday recess. 

_ Mr. GORMAN. The Senator recognizes the fact that it is 
impossible for him to make an arrangement now after an objec- 
tion has been made. The “ges way to proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill is to move to e it up at present under the rule, 
but I object to making any arrangement with reference to the 
™ The VICE-PRESIDENT Objection is interposed to th 

e 5 jection is in to the request 
of the Senator from Iowa. 8 

Mr. GEAR. Then I make the motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senator indicate his motion? 

Mr. GEAR. I move that the bills for the settlement and adjust- 
ment of the accounts between the Government and the Union and 
the Central Pacific Railroad companies be made the unfinished 
business immediately after the disposal of the bill for free homes 
in charge of the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW]. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state to the Senator 
that that can be done only by unanimous consent. If the Sena- 
tor’s motion is to make a special order, that will be entertained. 

Mr. GEAR. Ido not wish to make it a special order, because 
that can be set aside. At the last session I understand we made 
the immigration bill the unfinished business for this session. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That was done by unanimous con- 
sent, the Chair will state. 

Mr. STEWART. The Senator from Iowa can give notice that 
he will call up the bills referred to by him. 

Mr. G . Then I give notice that immediately after the 
assembling of Congress after the recess I shall call up the bills I 
have named for action. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Notice will be entered. 

APPROPRIATION BILLS REFERRED, 


Mr. HALE. Two appropriation bills have come from the House 
of Representatives. I ask that they be laid before the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, as the committee 
desire to hold a meeting to-day. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations: 

A bill (H. R. 9638) making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898; and 

A bill (H. R. 9753) making appropriations to money, urgent 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending Fone 
80, 1897, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 

DISTRIBUTION OF APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. DUBOIS. Mr. President, I rise to a question of privil 

Some time last session I introduced an amendment of the am 
which pores for the distribution of the 5 bills 
among the various committees of the Senate. ter some consid- 
erable debate, on the motion of the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations [Mr. ALLISON] on February 7, 1896, the following 
was adopted: 

That the resolution and amendments be referred to the Committee on 
Rules, with instructions to report the same back to the Senate on the first 
Monday of December, either with or without amendment. 

Iam aware that the distinguished chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations is detained from the Senate by sickness, and we 
all wish he were here; but as he is not a member of the Committee 
on Rules, I hardly think his absence is a sufficient excuse for that 
committee not acting. 

I simply rose to inquire why the Committee on Rules have not 
8 that amendment back in accordance with the vote of the 

nate. 

Mr. BURROWS. Probably the Senator will pardon me for sug- 
wap baa the chairman of the Committee on Rules, when per- 
ps the Senator from Idaho was absent, stated that the com- 
mittee were unable to report upon that proposition and asked 
unanimous consent that they might have further time, which 
was granted by the Senate several days ago. Having indefinito 
time, the matter will possibly be called up on the 4th of March, 
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Mr. DUBOIS. Very well, Mr. President. I only desired to 
ascertain the manner of its taking off.” 
DANIEL E. LYNN. 


Mr. McMILLAN. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the 1 75 resolution (S. R. 100) granting a life-saving 
medal to Daniel E. Lynn, of Port Huron, Mich. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Themorning business has not closed. 
Resolutions, concurrent and other, are in order, 

RECOGNITION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF A FOREIGN PEOPLE. 


Mr. BACON. Mr. President, it occurs to me that a resolution 
declaring the powers of Congress ought to be a concurrent reso- 
lution rather than a joint resolution. I therefore offer a concur- 
rent resolution, which I ask may be read and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The concurrent resolution was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 
question of the 5 by this Government of any people as a free and 
independent nation is one exclusively for the dete tion of Congress in 
its capacity as the lawmaking power. 

Resolved further, That this prerogative of sovereign power does not apper- 
tain to the executive department of the Government, except in so far as the 
President is, under the Constitution, by the exercise of the veto, made a part 
of the lawmaking power of the Government. 


BONDS OF PACIFIC RAILROADS. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I offer a resolution which I send to the 

desk, and ask nnanimous consent for its immediate consideration. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 

Whereas by public advertisement the Secretary of the Treasury has offered 
for sale certain of the first-mortgage bonds of the Union and other Pacific 
railroads held in the Treasury of the United States as a part of the sinking 
fund provided by law for the extinguishment of the paramount and first lien 
debt of said P. c s; and . 

ee it does not appear that any legal authority exists for the sale of 
sai nds as ny So 

Resolved, That Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed 
to report to the Senate the number and amount of the bonds which he thus 

roposes to sell; the title under which the United States holds the same; the 
Jade of their maturity; the reasons which impelled him to advertise the 
same; the name of the tor and a copy of the ranty bid announced 
by him, and the authority of law, if any, under which the pro sale is to 
be made, and what disposition is to be made of the of said sale, and 
also to report what, if any r sales of such first-mortgage bonds of said 
Union or other Pacific railroads at any time tor and held in said 
sinking fund have been at any time heretofore made, and what disposition 
has been made of the proceeds thereof, if so sold. 


Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I do not wish to object to a reso- 
lution oi inquiry, but the preamble of this resolution states as a 
fact something about which as a Senator I donot know anything, 
and I do not like to commit myself to the statement of a fact that 
I know nothing about. I wish the preamble of the resolution 
might be again read. 

r. PETTIGREW. I will modify the resolution by strikin, 
out the preamble, and will simply ask for the consideration o 
the resolution, 

Mr. PLATT. Ihave no objection to a resolution of inquiry. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator modifies his resolution 
by striking out the preamble. 

Mr. HILL. Now, I should like to have the resolution again 
read as it stands. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed 
to report to the Senate the pe via and amount of the bonds Which he thus 


purposes to sell 

Mr. HILL. That portion of the resolution will have to be 
amended so as to make it intelligible, if it is desired to be so. 

The Secretary continued the reading of the resolution, as follows: 


Mr. HILL. I call the attention of the Senator to the first part 
of the resolution as not being complete or perfect. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I withdraw the resolution and will offer 
it again at some future time to-day. Bids are to be received to- 
day for the bonds referred to, and under the advertisement the 
time was exceedingly short. Iwill therefore ask leave to offer 
the resolution again later. a 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution is withdrawn. 


BRIG TALLY-HO. 


Mr. LODGE. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to Senate bill 337. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 337) to refer the 
claim of the owners of the brig Tally-Ho to the Court of Claims. 

The amendment was, on page 2, line 26, after the word act,“ to 


insert ‘‘ with the right of either party to appeal to the Supreme 


Court of the United States.” 

Mr. LODGE. The bill passed the Senate referring the claims of 
these persons to the Court of Claims, and the other House has 
added the amendment which has been read, simply giving both 
to the Government and the claimants the right of appeal to the 
Supreme Court. In behalf of my colleague, who is particular] 
interested in the bill, I move to concur in the amendment, whi 
I understand is satisfactory to all concerned. It does not give the 
claimants Fad additional privileges. 

Mr. PASCO. The chairman of the Committee on Claims is not 
in the Chamber, but I reported the bill to the Senate, and I see no 
objection to the suggestion made by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. . 

Mr. WHITE. May I ask what is the nature of the amendment? 

Mr. PASCO. It simply gives the right of appeal. 

Mr. LODGE. It gives both parties the right of appeal to the 
Supreme Court. 

Mr. WHITE. In a case of what character? 

Mr. LODGE. It is the case of a claim. The bill passed the 
Senate allowing the claim to be referred to the Court of Claims, 
and it also passed the House of Representatives. The House has 
added an amendment giving the parties, both the Government 
and the claimants, the right of appeal to the Supreme Court. 

Mr. WHITE. That is satisfactory. 

Mr. LODGE. I have asked the Senate to concur in the amend- 
ment. 

Mr, HILL. May I ask the Senator from Massachusetts wh 
should the parties interested in this particular claim have any dif- 
ferent rights from those given to claimants generally? Whyshould 
there be special legislation? 

Mr. LODGE. e addition, I suppose, was made so as to give 
the Government the right to ap 3 

Mr. HILL. Why should the Government in this case have any 
different rights than it has in regard to claims generally? We have 
general laws poranne appeals. 

Mr. LODGE. The object of the House amendment, I under- 
stand, is further to protect the Government’s rights. The claim- 
ants have no yt era to it. 

Mr. HILL, That may be. 

Mr. LODGE. Isee no harm in it. The amendment gives both 
parties the right of appeal. 

Mr. HILL. I see just this harm in it, that every time litigants 
or the Government want to reargue a particular claim they will 
come to Congress and have an amendment offered to a particular 
bill, or have a bill introduced, giving the Government or the par- 
ties the right to appeal to the Supreme Court. We have certain 
general laws applicable to bills in claim cases, and unless there is 
something unusual about this case, it strikes me that the Govern- 
ment as well as the claimant should be content to abide by the gen- 
eral law. Otherwise, we shall be flooded with legislation of this 
character. That is the suggestion I make, 

Mr. LODGE. I hope the Senator from New York understands 
that the amendment was not put in the bill at the suggestion of 
the claimants. The amendment was put in by the other House 
for the A age of the Government. 

Mr. HILL. I do not think that makes any difference. 

Mr. LODGE. It was inserted for the protection of the Govern- 
ment, and no objection is made on the part of the claimants. 

Mr. HILL. hat are the precise reasons why the Government 
should havein this particular instance—I know nothing about the 
merits of the claim—the right of appeal? ` 

Mr. LODGE. I am not in the councils of the other House or 
of its committee. I only know that the House made the amend- 
ment. The claimants make no objection to it, and are anxious 
that the bill authorizing their claims to be referred shall be passed; 
and for that reason I have moved to concur in the House amend- 


ment. 

Mr. PASCO. I suggest that provisions giving the right to 
appealare sometimes in bills of this character and sometimes they 
are not. The privilege of appeal was not in the bill when it came 
to the Committee on Claims of the Senate, and we reported it 
without any such provision. The other House, in its wisdom, 
has seen fit to put this provision in the bill. It is acceptable to 
the claimants themselves, or to those who represent them, and, I 
understand, to the Senators from Massachusetts, and I do not see 
that it is worth while to delay the progress of the matter by insist- 
ing upon any objection when all parties seem to be willing to sub- 
mit to the inconvenience of the further delay of an appeal to the 
Supreme Court, in case one or the other party sees fit to take it 
there. For that reason the committee proposes to accept the 
amendment brought here from the other House. 

Mr. HILL. I do not care anything about this particular case, 
because I know nothing about it, but Ido not think it answers 
the position taken by myself in regard to this matter to say that 
it is agreed between the claimants and the Government in a given 
claim that there shall be an additional right of appeal. Where ia 
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it to stop? What is the precedent you propose to set here? We 
have certain general laws governing the matter. If there is some 
special, particular reason why the vernment or the claimants 
should have a special right of appeal in this particular case, it is 
all right; but to do it as a matter of course. to do it just for the 
mere asking, to do it because somebody suggests it ht to be 
done, I do not think is legislation. I am op toit. I 
raise no technical objection about the matter, however. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. May I interrupt the Senator from 
New York? I have served on the Committee on Claims for some 
seventeen years now, and we have claims of every character before 
that committee. Sometimes the amount involved is merely nom- 
inal, even in cases referred to the Court of Claims; the questions 
involved are unimportant, and in cases of that kind it is thought 
not necessary to allow either party to go farther than the Court of 
Claims. Again, there are cases wherein the questions are of prot 
magnitude, the amounts involved are large, and it is thought by 
the committee that such cases ought to go to the Supreme Court 
of the United States. That is mai some cases it is provided 
that either party may go to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, while in other cases it is not so provided. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from on permit me to say a 
word? He is of course aware of the existence of several statutes 
regulating appeals from judgments of the Court Claims to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. I had occasion some time 
ago in an important case to reexamine those very statutes, and in 
a case in which I was counsel the court announced an important 
decision in regard to the rights of appeal. There are general 
statutes applicable to all claim cases in which appeals are limited 
in reference to amounts. 

I do not think that for light reasons Congress, in allowing a 
claim to be referred to the Court of Claims, should provide a 
special right of fe dre either for the Government or for the claim- 
ant. Ido not think that to say the Committee on i does it 
occasionally, changing the general law, is quite an answer to the 
proposition. 

Mr. PASCO. This is not a case under the general law at all. 
It is a case which it is proposed to refer to the Court of Claims by 
a special bill, and the two Houses of Congress have a right to 
determine the question whether or not there shall be a right of 
appeal in this and other similar cases. The other House has seen 
fit to require that the right of appeal shall be given. 

Mr. L. May I ask the Senator from Florida a question? 

Mr. PASCO. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL. Does the Senator mean to say thatif in this par- 
ticular bill Congress does not say anything about the right of 
1 there would not exist a right of appesi under existing law? 

r. PASCO. That is the status of the case as it comes to us 
from the other House. The House took that view of it, and 
required that there should be a right of appeal, and the Senate 
committee is disposed to pag to the judgment of the House upon 
that question, particularly when the Representatives and the Sen- 
ators from Massachusetts, who know the wishes of the claimants, 
are willing to accept the amendment offered by the House of 
Representatives. 

Mr. HILL. As I recollect the law, no difference is made in 
regard to the right of appeal between cases which are referred to 
the Court of Claims by special law and those which are brought 
there by original claims filed. In certain instances the right of 
appeal is given, and in others it is not. Therefore this seems to 
be a special bill to give the Government or the claimants rights 
in addition to those which are given by the general law. I donot 
think it is good legislation. I make no special objection o it, 
however, and if the Senator desires to put it to a vote, all right. 

Mr. PASCO. It is merely a matter which the two Houses of 
Congress have a right to control. If the Senator from New York 
is opposed to the amendment, of course he can vote against it 
when the question comes up. ButIsee no reason why the amend- 
ment agreed to by the House should not be adopted here. 

Mr. LODGE. I ask for a vote on my motion to concur in the 
amendment. z 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is upon concurring in 
the amendment made by the House of Representatives. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

ELECTRIC-LIGHT SUBWAYS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate, as 
a part of the morning business, a resolution coming over froma 
previous day, which will be read. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. GALLINGER on the 17th instant 
was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That until Congress shall provide by legislation for the construc- 
tion of municipal subways, or otherwies rovide for the extension of 
nd electric-light wires or conduits, the mers of the of 


jum bia are requested not to permit excavations in the streets, avenues, or 
alleys of the city of Washington for the laying of any additional wires f. 
electric lighting. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the | little work, and then 


resolution. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I desire to modify the resolution by sub- 


stituting the word . directed“ for “requested” where it occurs in 
the body of the resolution. sE; 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so modified, 
without objection. 

Mr. HARRIS. What disposition does the Senator from New 
Hampshire to make of the resolution? : 

Mr. G. GER. I submitted the resolution on Thursday 
last and asked that it should be yoted upon. Of course I desire 
that it shall be acted upon at the present time. 

Mr. HARRIS. The resolution ought to go to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I understand that the Senator from Mis- 
souri [Mr. COCKRELL] has a substitute which he desires to substi- 
tate for the resolution. 

Mr. HARRIS. The resolution ought to go to the committee, 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is not my purpose. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move torefer the resolution to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Perhaps the Senator from Tennessee will 
do me the courtesy to allow the Senator from Missouri to offer his 
substitute first. 

Mr. HARRIS. Certainly. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I offer a substitute for the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The substitute submitted by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri will be read. 

The substitute was read, as follows: 


Whereas the Senate and House are both 


as recom! 
in a letter of the president of the of District Com 

mitted tothe respective chairmen of the said Committees on the D: of 
Columbia, under date of 8, 1896. and as provided by Senate bill 
33 bill 5920, accompanying said letters; and 


the said Commissioners of the District of Columbia have recently 


the 
streets for the . of la conduits 


1 view pe f Conero 5 
construction general subway system for the purpose o. 
the 6, electric i: aad cater wines nad cables, 
nate of the United States of America, That the Com- 
= of on are 2 requested not to permit 
and Power Compan; n any streets, roads, 
District of Columbia le Mee z 


investigation by of the 


h, in order to 
rmits to the Suar States 


lic buildings and grounds are further uested to issue permits to the 
United pane to suppi such additional electric 
e 3 its e ating 


a wires as may, in the 
et of the said respective Commissioners be di ed 


ieemed necessary to fur- 
er protect life and 8 during the crowding of the District with peo- 
ple for the Fe of witnessing the said inauguration: Provided, That sach 
of said additional lights, poles, and as are placed in streets, avenue: 
and parks are su . cost to both the Uni 
States and the District of Columbia, as further part compensation for the 
heretofore ted said y 5 : And provided, That 
remove, at its own cost, all such temporary wire: 
es whenever requested to do so by the said Commissioners oi 
the 8 Columbia or the said commissioner of publie buildings and 


Mr. GALLINGER. I desire simply to say that the substitute 
offered by the Senator from Missoaxk is agreeable to me, and I 
trust it may be passed. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move that the resolution and the substitute be 
rinted. and referred to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
ia. The resolution seems to dispose of what I conceive to be a 

very important question, and it ought to be carefully considered 
before it is eee acted upon by the Senate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I hope that if the resolution and the substi- 
tute are referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
that committee will give the matter immediate attention. Itisa 
very important question whether we shall have three or four or 
a half dozen electric-light companies in Washington tearing up 
the streets from time to time, or whether we shall have one or 
more capone under the direct control of Congress and Lager 
them to do what we desire to have done. No one desires t 
there shall be a monopoly here. will not tolerate it. 
No one wants to have companies come in here, get charters, do a 

1 Ge or try to intimidate or force other 
companies to buy them out at enormous prices. 

The substitute proposes to make the existing company furnish 
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until June next, free of cost, exactly the lights which the District 
Commissioners want, and to let the other matter remain until the 
Committee on the Distriet of Columbia can make some permanent 
arrangement for having all these subways under general control. 
That was the intention of what was at the last session. 
It was to give the District Commissioners an opportunity to make 
one general 1 589 of subways and control them. 

Mr. HARRIS. I should quite agree with the Senator from 
Missouri as to the policy of not allowing rival companies to con- 
struct conduits or subways for the transmission of electricity to the 
same parts of the city, but if we are to have underground wires, 
as is the policy, it does not matter to the District of Columbia or 
to the city whether the conduit is constructed by Jones or Smith, 
and it is an easy matter to determine as to the company or com- 
panies which may be permitted to occupy a given part of the ter- 
ritory. But that the question is one of importance is my main 

intnow. The resolution ought to go to the committee and be 
There carefully considered. I quite agree with the Senator from 
Missouri that it ought to be considered early and reported upon 
early, and so far as I have power over the matter it be con- 
sidered early and reported upon as early as we can reach satis- 
factory conclusions. But I certainly should feel very much 
8 to having the Senate act upon a question such as is em- 
‘bodied in either of the resolutions submitted without the careful 
consideration of the 1 by the proper committee. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I desire to say a single word further before 
the vote is taken on the motion to refer the resolution and the 
substitute. 

Some ten or fourteen days ago I offered, and there was passed 
through the Senate, a resolution looking to an inquiry by the 
Committee on the District of Columbia of substantially this very 
subject. So far as I know, no movement has been made in that 
direction beyond that. But I observed in the motos dy Se of the 
city of Washington a few days ago a statement, Fe 
authentic, to the effect that the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia had conferred with the Committee on the District of 
Columbia and had received assurances from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia that that resolution would not meet 
with their approval, and that acting upon that assurauce the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia had proceeded to sign 
certain contracts which had been held up in their office for some 
time. 

Now, Mr. President, I do not know with whom the Commis- 
sioners conferred. Very likely they conferred with my distin- 
guished friend the Senator from Tennessee and the other dis- 
tinguished members of the committee. They did not confer with 
me, and I am not in any wise responsible for the mene 1 
statements. I think they are accurate. Nor do I assent to doing 
business in that way in the Senate or on the part of the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to say to the Senator from New Ham 
shire that he gives me the first information I have had of any suc 
conference as he suggests; and if he would ascertain the facts 
through other channels than newspaper reports, as a rule he would 
be very much more accurate than he is when he bases his decla- 
rations upon such reports. I have heard of no such conference as 
the one referred to, and certainly did not take any part in it. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I have sufficient information to justify the 
statement that the Commissioners did get certain information in 
the room of the District of Columbia Committee. The resolution 
lI refer to has been before the committee for a couple of weeks. 
No action has been taken upon it, and yet we have assurances 
that if the pending resolution goes there immediate and sincere 
action will be taken upon it. I do not care to discuss this ques- 
tion. I believe there is a scheme on foot in the District of Colum- 
bia which will not bear very close investigation. I believe that 
the gentlemen who came here at the last session of Congress and 
solemnly said they only intended to lay their wires west of Rock 
Creek—they said it to me, certainly; I think they said it to the 
committee, and [ believe the Committee on Appropriations acted 
upon the statement—and who are getting permission to lay wires 
on the east side of Rock Creek are not acting in very good faith. 
It does seem to me, inasmuch as the Committee on Appropriations 
took action upon this subject during the last session of Congress, 
that the matter should be held up until the committee has had an 
opportunity to investigate it further. 
cern to me mally. 

The VICE-PRESIDEN T. The question is on ing to the 
motion of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Harris] that the reso- 
lution and the substitute be printed and referred tothe Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

a GALLINGER, Let us have the yeas and nays on that 
question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. BLANCHARD (when his name was called). I have a gen- 
eral pai with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. PRITCHARD]. 
For that reason I withhold my vote, 


It is a matter of no con- 


Mr. CALL (when his name was called). with the 
Senator from Vermont 
would vote, and therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. MITCHELL of O n (when his name was called). I have 
a general pair with the senior Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. VILAS]. 
As he is not present, I withhold my vote. 

The roll call was concluded. 

Mr. GEAR. Iam paired with the senior Senator from Georgia 
[Mr. Gorpon], and therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. BACON (after having voted in the negative). I have a 

eneral pair with the junior Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. 

ETMORE], but under our agreement, when the question is not 

political, either may exercise his judgment as to voting. I will 
therefore let my vote stand, although the junior Senator from 


Iam paired 
[Mr. Proctor]. I do not know bow he 


Rhode Island is absent. 

Mr. PUGH. Lhavea general pair with the senior Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar], but in order to make a quorum I will 
vote. I vote yea.“ 

The result was announced —yeas 25, nays 21; as follows: 

Martin, 
. G a 
— rry. Tay, — Smith, 
WS, Hawley, Pasco, Walthall, 
Butler, Pugh, White. 
ery, Jones, Ark. Boa, 
Chilton, indsay, 
Me. Sew 
NAYS—21. 
cian . pe ete Wis. — 
inger, ofrill, eg: 
98 Gorman, Peffer, 
Cann Hale, (arti 
W. 
Dubois, Mantle, Platt. 
NOT VOTING—43. 
Al Cullom, Jones, Nev. 
Allen, Davis, Kyle, Stewart, 

i Elkins, Bride, Thurston, 
Baker, Faulkner, Mills, ‘Tillman, 
—.— Gear, serenely, Oreg. Sare 

urphy, 
Bri Gibso; Nelson, Voor! 
Call.” tarda: Palmer, Wa aoe 
Carter, Prite Wetmore, 
Chandler, Hoar, Proctor, Wolcott. 
Clark, Irby, Sherman, 


So the motion to refer was agreed to. 
USE OF ALCOHOL IN THE ARTS. 


Mr. PLATT submitted the following report: 

The committee of conference on the di ing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments of the House to the joint resolution (S. R. 162) continu- 
ing in force section 2 of the act approved June 3, 1806, entitled. An act to 
repeal section 61 of an act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the 
Government, and for other purposes,” which became a law August 
haying met, after full and free conference have agreed to 
do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: $ 

That the House recede from its amendments to said resolution, and agree 
to an amendment, as follows: 

Insert after the word “ Congress,” in line 11, “not later than ten days after 


the ey bong of its next session.“ 
And the ‘Senate agree to the same. 
O. H. PLATT, 
NELSON W. ALDRICH, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
WALTER EVANS, 
CHARLES A. RUSSELL, 
BENTON MoMILLIN, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
The report was concurred in. 
"BONDS OF PACIFIC RAILROADS, 
Mr. PETTIGREW submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


tise the same; the name of the guarantor and a copy of the 8 bid 
e pro- 
proceeds 


of said sale, and also to report what, if any, similar sales of such first-mort- 

bonds of said Union or other Pacific railroads, at any time purchased 

or and held in said sinking fund, have been at any time heretofore made, and 
what disposition has been made of the proceeds thereof, if so sold. 


HERBERT H. D. PEIRCE, 


Mr. LODGE. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 3340) authorizing Herbert H. G. Pierce to 
accept a medal from the Russian Government. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There are several bills of exactly the same 
kind on the Calendar. If one is passed, all ought to be passed. 

Mr. LODGE. Certainly. LI agree with that view. 

Mr. COCKRELL, I ask unanimous consent that they all may 
be considered now. I think there are three or four others now on 
the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will first ask if there is 
objection to the fag of the Senator from Massachusetts for the 
present consideration of the bill indicated by him? 
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There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LODGE. There is one trifling amendment which I ask to 
have made. The name is spelled wrongly. It should be Peirce” 
instead of “ Pierce.” I move that amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in, - 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: “A bill authorizing Her- 
bert H. D. Peirce to accept a medal from the Russian Govern- 
ment.” 

JOSEPH J. KINYOUN. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (S. 3214) to authorize Joseph J. youn, 
passed assistant surgeon of the Marine-Hospital Service, to accept 
a medal from the President of the Republic of Venezuela. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

COMMANDER k. s. HOUSTON, 


Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (S. 8365) to authorize Commander E. S. 
Houston, United States Navy, to accept a portrait of the Emperor 
of Germany. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 o'clock having arrived, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask that the two or three little bills re- 
mainin 19 1 be ee It will take only a minute. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I have no objection to the unfinished busi- 
ness being laid aside temporarily simply to dispose of the two or 
three bills the Senator from Missouri refers to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, Isthereobjection? The Chair hears 
none. 

C. k. MARR AND k. H. PIERCE. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Lask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 3363) to authorize C. E. Marr and E. H. 
Pierce to accept testimonials from the Canadian government. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 

LIEUT, COL. W. H. FORWOOD. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (S. 3364) to authorize Lieut. Col. W. H. 
Forwood and Dr. George H. Penrose to accept certain testimonials 
from the Argentine Government. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CKRELL. I understood that thechairmain of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHER- 
MAN], reported some amendments to the bill. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The Senator from Ohio, from the commit- 
tee, recommends that the bill be amended by inserting in line 3, 
after the first word, the words ‘‘ Lieutenant-Colonel;” after the 
word Forwood” to strike out the words lieutenant-colonel and” 
and insert deputy;“ after the word surgeon“ in the same line 
to insert eral;” after the word Army,“ in line 4, to strike 
out the words deputy surgeon-general;” and to strike out all of 
section 2; so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That Lieut. Col. W. H. Forwood, deputy surgeon-general 
United States Army, be, and he is hereby, authorized to accept a case of sur- 

instruments tendered him by the minister of the Argentine ay res in 

e city of Washington, in the name of the Argentine Government, in recog- 
nition of professional services rendered the late Lieut. Commander Rafael 
Garcia who was accidentally injured while riding in the Soldiers’ 
Home Park and ght to the hospital there April 17, 1894, for treatment. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: “A bill to authorize Lieut. 
Col. W. H. Forwood to accept certain testimonials from the Argen- 
tine Government.” 

ADMIRAL T. O. SELFRIDGE AND OTHERS. 


Mr. COCKRELL. There is only one more bill of this kind upon 
the Calendar. I ask unanimous consent for the present consider- 
ation of the bill (S. 3366) to authorize Admiral T. O. Selfridge, 
United States Navy; Capt. G. H. Wadleigh, United States Navy; 
Lieut. Commander E. H. Gheen, United States Navy; Paymaster 


J. B. Redfield, United States Navy; Lieut. J. J. Hunker, United 


States Navy; Surg. D. N. Bertolette, United-States Navy, and 
Ensign R. L. Russell, United States Navy, to accept medals pre- 
sented to them by the Russian Government. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I vield to the Senator from Washington 
[Mr. SQUIRE] to make an announcement. 

FORTIFICATIONS AND OTHER SEACOAST DEFENSES. 

Mr. SQUIRE. Mr. President, I desire to announce that at an 
early date I propose to ask for the consideration of the bill 
1159) to provide for fortifications and other seacoast defenses, 

t was my intention to ask for the present consideration of the 
bill to-day, but upon consultation with Senators who thought we 
would not be able to arrive at a vote before the holiday recess 
which is to be taken, I concluded to postpone it until after the 
Senate reassembles. I believe it is such an important measure 
that it ought to be brought to the attention of the Senate at an 
early date, and that we should have a vote upon the bill, which 
has been reported from the Committee on Coast Defenses and has 
already been quite fully discussed béfore the Senate, and recom- 
mended by the Secretary of War. 

The amount called for in the bill is $10,000,000, which is about 
the amount of the estimate of the Secretary of War in his annual 
report for the next fiscal year. It is an admitted fact that the 
condition of our seacoast defenses is at present most lamentable, 
and calls for redoubled energy on the part of the Government to 
put the national defenses in suitable condition to resist possible 
attack upon our seacoast cities by foreign fleets in case of hos- 
tilities between our own and any other nation. At the last ses- 
sion of this Congress larger appropriations were made than have 
ever been made for this purpose in any previous Congress. Thus 
the disposition of Congress upon this subject has already been 
made manifest. Iam informed that the money appropriated at the 


last session of Congress has already been applied to the purpose 
by the War Department and the work is rapidly going forward 
upon the allotments and contracts made. The work entered 


upon thus vigorously must be as vigorously pursued if we would 
make the system of defenses effective. We can not escape from 
the necessities of the situation, which require a large additional 
and immediate appropriation which should be adequate for the 
purpose in the immediate future. 


CELESTE A. BOUGHTON, 
Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following report: 
The committee of conference on the of the t 
dment of the Hi = 


eren 


S S RIRKPÄTRI 
Managers on the part of the House. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I move that the Senate uest a further 
conference with the House of Representatives on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate at the further con- 
ference; and Mr. GALLINGER, Mr. PALMER, and Mr. BAKER were 
appointed. 

MRS, JANE STEWART WHITING. 
Mr. GALLINGER submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the House of Representatives to the bill (8. 1511) ting 
a pension to Mrs. Jane Stewa' ting, having met, after full and free con- 
ference, are unable to agree. 

J. H. GALLINGER, 


FRANK J. CANNON, 

JOHN L. MITCHELL, 
Managers on the part of the Senate, 
GEORGE C. CROWTHER, 

WILLIAM BAKE 
S. S. KIRKPATRIC 


Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I move that the Senate request a further 
conference with the House of Representatives on the disagreeing 


votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. GALLIN- 
GER, Mr. CANNON, and Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin were ap- 
pointed. 

FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 

sider the bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free homesteads on the 
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publie lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide set- 


tlers, and reserving the gana lands for that purpose, which had 
been reported from the 


mmittee on Public Lands with amend- 
ments. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask that the bill be read at length. 

Mr. COCKRELL. This is an important bill, and I insist that 
while the bill is being read there shall be a quorum in the Cham- 
ber. I say there is no quorum upon the floor of the Senate now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Harris in the chair). The 
want of a quorum being suggested, the Secretary will call the roll 
of the Senate. 

The Secretary called the roll; and the following Senators an- 
swered to their names: 


Baco: krell, Mi A 
Bate.” Cullom, Mitel, Oreg. Nl. 
Be: Dubois, Mitchell, Wis. Sherman, 
Blackburn, e. organ, Smith, 
Blanci linger, Murphy, Squire, 
Brown, T, Nelson, Stewart, 
Burrows, Gray, O, Teller, 
Caffery, Peffer, jie, 
Har’ Portions Walthall 
j W. al ` 

Carter, Lindsay, Platt, te. 
Chilton, McBride, Proctor, 
Clark, Martin, Pugh, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Fifty Senators have r 3 nded 
i 5105 names. A quorum is present. The Secretary read 

e Dill. 

The Secretary read the bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendments reported by 
the Committee on Indian Affairs will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In section 1, line 5, it is proposed to strike 
out the words“ in the Territory of Oklahoma,” and at the end of 
line 15 to add the following proviso: 

Provided, however, That all sums of mone 
leased would belong to any Indian tribe, shall 
the United States. 

So as to make the section read: 


That all settlers under the homestead laws of the United States upon the 
public lands acquired by treaty or agreement from the various Indian tribes, 
who have or who shall hereafter reside upon the tract entered in good faith 


so released, which if not re- 
paid to such Indian tribe by 


tion of any such settler and in the time and at the pri: 


pay for 
ices 
now fixed by existing laws, shall remain in full force and effect: Provided, 


tion by Congress, in so far as they may affect 
the territory hitherto known as Green County, Tex. sear 


Mr. VEST. Is there a report accompanying that bill, Mr. 
President? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is. 

Mr. PLATT, There is a report ig pea a the bill. 

Mr. VEST. I call for the reading of the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read the 


rt. 
8 PLATT. I desire to say with rogard to the report, which 
appears as printed to be a report of the Committee on Public 
Lands, that that is a mistake. It is a report of the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, as is shown by the Calendar. The action of the 
committee was not unanimous. I was not in favor of the bill, 
and I was authorized by some of the members of the committee 
to make a minority report, but I did not happen to be present in 
the Senate when the report was made, and it never was convenient 
to make a minority report. Ido not know just how many mem- 
bers of the committee agreed to sign a minority report, but there 
were three at least. 

Mr. CULLOM. From what committee does the bill come? 

Mr. PLATT. It comes from the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
With that explanation, I desire to have the report read. I hope 
that this matter will not be acted upon in a thin Senate. Itis a 
very important matter; it relinquishes to the settlers a sum esti- 
mated all the way from seventeen to thirty million dollars. It is 
a pretty e bill, and ought not to be disposed of in a thin 
Senate. I desire, however, to have the report read, that it may go 
into the Recorp. 

Mr. VEST. Is the amount stated by the Senator from Con- 
necticut the amount which the bill if it becomes a law will cost 
the Government? 

Mr. PLATT. The report says it will not be over $17,000,000. 
The Secretary of the Interior thinks it will be $35,000.000. 

Mr. VEST. I want to make a suggestion to the Senator from 
South Dakota who has charge of the bill. This is a very impor- 
tant measure, and I suggest to the Senator that he allow it to go 
over until after the recess, and then fix a day for its consideration. 

Mr. PLATT. It would be the unfinished business if it went 


over. 
Mr. VEST. Ido not want to delay the bill, but at the same 


time I want an opportunity to examine it and to ascertain exactly 
what it amounts to. 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope if the bill goes over the minority of the 
committee will submit a report, in order that we may understand 
their views on the subject. à 

Mr. VEST. I want to hear both sides of the question. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I want to say tothe Senator from Missouri 
that after the statement he has e I do not desire to insist on a 
vote on the bill to-day, but I desire that the report of the Senate 
committee shall be read, so that it may go into the RECORD. After 
that I shall not object to the bill being the unfinished business 
when we convene after the holidays, unless some Senator wishes 
to speak upon it now, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from South 
Dakota desire the ai to be read or printed in the RECORD? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I desire that the report shall be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read from the report submitted by Mr. PETTI- 
GREW May 16, 1896, as follows: 

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3856) 
Pran A sen fie eottlore: tacvinp DAA tion monte UUANT COMANO Oi 
it back with the following amendments: Hh 

From the title strike out the words in Oklahoma Territory.” 

From line 5. section 1, strike ont the words in the Territory of Oklahoma.” 

At the end of line 15, section 1, add the words: 

Provided. however, That all sums of money so released, which if not re- 
leased would belong to an Indian tribe, shall be paid to such Indian tribe by 
the United States.“ 

Thus amended, your committee recommend that the bill do pass. 

The effect of the first two amendments reported will be to c 
from one covering alone the surrendered Indian lands of Oklahoma 


to an act covering the Indian reservation lands opened by treaty or agree- 
ment to public settlement in all States and Territories of the United States. 


the act 
‘erritory 


ited 
be charpy your committee is actuated by a belief that its just provisions 
‘ould not be 
people, but should cover all of that class to whom, in its original form, it was 
e locally applicable. 

The measure involves no new principle of legislation, but is sustained by 
33 numerous in the statute books of the nation. It aims merely to 

ring pg e public domain under the beneficent provisions of the 
homestead law, an enactment which has in years of our past extended west- 
ward from congested population centers those energetic millions of our own 
and other races who required only room and a place to toil that the fruits of 
their labor might fall into the lap of the world. It is hardly necessary to go 
statistics in support of the achievements of the homestead 
law. They have been repea uttered and printed in connection with 
measures ‘ore this body, and y justify the wisdom of the framers of 
that enactment. 

The contention of your committee is that in the application of the home- 
stead law there should be no discrimination—that it should be appiea toevery 
portion of the public domain and to all the people who go out to subdue the 
wilderness. ear ent that these lands were bought fora price from the 
Indians, and that it was provided that the ultimate white owners of the land 
should compensate the General Government for its outlay, has given 
due consideration. The only possible conclusion, within lines of equity, is that 
the provision was an erroneous one, and that its elimination from the statutes 
has y too jong delayed. Our entire national domain was o; mowed 

å either 


alread 
urchased from the In: for a cash or commodity price, or t rong. 
the cost of conquest, and much of it has been twice rE of its 


into details an 


ancient occupancy by foreign nations. Yet in the parce of the domain, 
under the operation of the homestead act, the proposition t the Govern- 
ment should exact the cost of land from its former occupants never found 
the form of law until it came to be applied to these recen ly acquired infini- 
tesimal remnants of a governmental area that once reached westward from 
the Mississippi to the c. 

Inconnection with a measuresimilar to the one reported herewith, the Sec- 
retary of tho Interior has submitted a report, and, through a tabulated state- 
ment therein embodied, exhibits the conclusion that the enactment of the 
bill under consideration would deprive the Government of some $35,000,000. 
This statement of the benefit to come to the nation can never be 
fulfilled under conditions now existing and which have existed since the 
land was thrown apon the market. Much of the area to be 3 of lies 
within the semiarid region of the far West. It is not worth to the settler the 

rice asked for it. For example, there were 9,500,000 acres released in 1889 

rom Indian jurisdiction in the t Sioux Reservation of the Dakotas. Of 
this total only a little over 700, been taken, for which the occu- 
pants have to pay about $825,000. This leaves 8,800,000 acres undis- 
posed of, and under the terms of the treaty with the Indians, the Govern- 
ment is bound to pay, at the expiration of ten years from March 2, 1889, to the 
Indians, one half a dollar peracre, whether any of it is sold tosettlersor not. 
Unsalable real estate should not be figured in as ve cash assets, 
And the land not taken is practically unsalable. The 700,000 acres occupied 
by settlers represent all that will ever be attractive to producers. The - 
—— qanging grounds for herds, and isavailable without entry or purchase 

ox that pu ¥ 

The same Rae of reasoning will apply to the ceded lands of Oklahoma, of 
which there are over $15,000,000 worth entered in the tabulated statement of 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

On the other hand, there are ceded reservation lands in Idaho, Washing- 
ton, and Montana that will not be affected by the measure recommended by 
your committee, because of their mineral character. They will rem 
under the operation of the mineral-land laws and will become readily salable 
assuch. Their value must therefore be deducted from the loss estimate of 
the Interior Department. t ~ 

Of the worthless desert land there is an area sufficient within the ceded 
fractions of Indian reservations enumerated in the report of the Secretary 
of the Interior to materially reduce the aggregate of his estimate. Land of 
this character can never be sold to farmers or stock growers. or to any other 
class of producers; and for so much of it as the Government has pur 
from the Indians it can not expect to be compensated. 

It is the conelu ion of your committee, upon the reasonable basis above out- 
lined, that the ent’s alleged loss estimate under the 8 of 
this bill should be reduced at least one-half, or to about $17,500.00. But your 
committee can not admit that this money total should be considered as lost 
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revenue. It represents an exaction not before imposed upon tural 
oducers who, through toil and the privations of extreme poverty upon the 
mtier, plant the foundation stones of wealth-tee Commonwealths so 
firmly that they will endure as long as the rains fall and the sun endows life 
with the energy of its rays. 
The report made by Mr. LACEY to the House a e ee in relation 
to House bill No. 3048 is hereby made a part of th port. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. That is all of a report I desire to have 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let it all be 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
will be printed in the RECORD, if there be no objection. 

Chair hears none. 
The remainder of the report is as follows: 
[House Report No. 147, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 


rinted in the RECORD. 


Mr. Lacey, from the STE Mi on the Public Lands, submitted the follow- 


ing re to accompan R. 3948: 
Fus ee on the Publ Lands, having 


lieu thereof. 
Also amend by adding, after line 14, the fo! words: 
* pran t this act shall not apply & reservations where the 
— vs aa E to the Indians, 5 Paid 
ren req over to or or 
in Treasury for their benefit. 
The y amended, your committee recommend that the bill — 
bill does not involve any new and untried p of legis- 
lation, be is only areturn to the homestead law in its form and 


Put will be espe OR Ed Mandaba twp Ahneade fang e OEE A the 
Petea aon, which. after some years of discussion, y became a part 
of the laws and marked n new e . when it finally 
became a law. 27, 1862. 

In 1838 the Free Soll 99 . Pittsburg. declared 
the public lands to be a “sacred ana sha “should be granted in 
umi gd 


. se! 

and until mae final Hon. GALUSHA A. GROW, now 

2 f tho nation — — ie the Hones 159 4 
0! — Was an 

bee 


1, 1859, a homestead bill passed the Eyo oe Moto 16, 
Febraary | in oan it was taken up in the Senate by a pap ted 
ll antagonized the the bill in FCC 
par me of Caba og hi to the landless on the public domain 
The p open free homes e on pu 
55 
e 
nt Breckinridge ga j 
The bill was lost, pas the agita! Às roe 
5 — tical events. 
ed the Grow 


6, 5 — — Love, 2 of Illinois. 
homens ge Se — Hepes by a vote of 115 to 64. 

In the Senate eres drew 8 of Tennessee, reported a substitute 

—— homestead settlers to bu their land at 25 cents an acre at the end 

ears’ settlement. Senator Ben Wade moved to amend by substitut- 

fhe the E 2 — motion was lost by a vote of 31 to 286. May 10, 1860, 

. te by a vote of 44 to 8. 
inthe He 8 ret en concur and a erence was ordered, and the confer- 
ence committee, after twelve meetin; soapie the Senate substitute. As 
ressed by Mr. GROW, it was “a 


the t in 
favor —.— — influenced subse- 
bill 


6 e 115 to 51 in the House, an: 
36 to 2 in the Senate. Hax stated tha proposed cost of 25 8 
acre to the 11... ate gonad AEON Sond prot on 
Government. 


Mr. Colfax and Mr. Windom announced that this bill was only the first 
onward step in the lineof a new policy. r 
President * the United States, vetoed the bill and it failed to pass over his 
veto, the vote — the Senate being 28 yeas and 18 3 less than a 
bay Fay 3 
chanan declared the bill to be unconstitutional. He said that 25 cents 
—— was a mere nominal or. and that it 8 to giving the 


away. He declared that. had no power to omes on 
8 ant land for use in tie education of the 7 the people. 


the public domain or to 
The land. he said, was ee in the Tréasury, and was a fund 
Ark ass oT. sold for cash or for land warrants. 
urchase was a for out of the National Treasury, and Con- 
gress had no moro power to togive it away than they would have togive aa 
money away that paid to Napoieon for its hase. The p 
of land sales he looked . apeirbd fag — 


nation. 
He did not the benefits that might result to the e at large 
the 3 au uninhabited wilderness into a populous and prosperous 


on Ww: 

The benefits to the old States by the addition of n rs to the 
ulation did not seem to be 8 the President. e 2 President 
not realize that in this new homes policy lay a germ of national 
growth of untold value, in which a ae old States would the wealth to be 


added by the new members of the national confederation. 

Thei that an uninhabited publicdomain was asacred trust which should 
n d be sold for cash seems to have fully entered 
the mind of the Executive. 

He was willing and ae of d e out of the funds in the 

apes oS the . would add new power to the cause 
ofsiavery might well 3 that a different result would Toe 
SA Eanes ae 25 255 new States iu the West under a system of free hom 

Ane bill was Sue wey ct ER soon followed. The friends of the 

homestead 1 be not d. 


Rome, his camp near the city was sold at 
and in darkest hours of 1861 and the home- 
almost within the sound of hostile guns. 

DR ore 1 — —— the bill July 8, 1861, and it was referred i to the Com- 


on Agricultu 
"December 186. Mr, Love: reported it fa rage 
Paes to the passed th Dales of 107 to 
e House by a vote 
Marck in the 
May 5 a es 


e remainder of the mpos 


details 4 5 mre upon. Mr. eg om added another chapter tothe 

e 
e general policy of the homestead law 
sg Occasional amendments and modifica- 
tions have been made, but the bill in its substance has been unchanged. 
June 8, 1872, the soldiers and 2 were accorded the privilege of de- 
ducting the’ time of aoe tare 5 the Army or Navy from the flve years 

to acquire pa 

These homes were exempt from execution against all prior a — the 
unfortunate debtor was given another opportunity to regain a home 
nee 3 i ie in me 

uu bs! e lands embraced e area subject to homesteads has 

at some time bowl purchased from France, Mexi ie or oe thio 
The only difference was that some portions cost more 

The purchase from France in 1803 cost 3} onan purchase: from 
Spain in 1819 cost 17.1 cents acre. Thep 5 palier 1848 cost 
1 cents per acre. The Gadsden purchase Un 1 1853 cost 34.3 cents 

he purchase from Texas in 1850 cost 25.17 cents peracre. Alaska, Bought in in 
1867, cost 1.19 cents per acre. 

cost 10.10 cents 


The State cessions from Georgia 
E 1880 had cost t $84.157.380.98, or 4.7 cents per 


“Op to 1880 the phat hy had sold or disposed of land to the nt 
value of 00, 702. 840 This 2 extensive grants to the new States — 
school and other 8 amount per acre, including 
these a for pabio 


tion, 7 — tho 5 June 30, 1880, 

been fully reimbursed, its 

The 2 actual cost, after adding those ex 

The splendid States and Territories of 
orida, 3 


822.049.508. 
wasl 


1 55 

Bian. idaho 0 a am ea Oregon, Nevada, California, O 
0. 

Territory New Mexico, and Arizona have thus been added to the Union ata 

cost of but little over $120,000,000. The census of showed these States to 

have wealth, real and personal, in the following amounts: 


$2,005, 016, 272 $389, 480, 388 
1, 833, 808, 523 453, 135, 200 
1, 695, 831, 927 169, 773, 710 
2, 287, 348, 383 1, 145, 712, 267 
2, 397, 902, 945 231, 459, 807 

337, 006, 508 188, 880, 976 
425, 141, 200 349, 411, 234 
1,275, 685, 514 180, 223, 668 
1, 799, 343, 501 207, 896, 591 
622, 773, 504 760, 698, 726 
454, 242, 688 500, 306, 194 
466,308,697 2, 533, 733, 627 
455, 47, 422 339, 104 
159, 765, 462 N 


The policy that has aided so greatly to these results should not be abandoned. 
PaE ile pasi have recently been made in this beneficent policy. 
instances, an 


the homestead laws for the full term of five years, and then he S been it 
from the Government at a fixed 1 
The lands thus offered were attractive to the prospective settler. Ev 
difficulty thrown around the entry upon a new reservation led toan eee 
Fomos estimate of its value, and thousands of settlers have taken up their 
omes in these new pu Sy to find ——— less desirable and less valu- 
le than many of the tracts been viously taken under wind home- 
seas law free of all $ verted of drought has supervened. 4 kaſſng 
much loss to the old an ‘well-bottlod portions of the 8 aapa a fi 
with especialhardship upon the pines! who has located his aria belt 
a mg ge near the tog tra — line of the 8 aria belt. 
There is no reason the homestead se sanap and 
other States should obtain their lands free 0 1 pews uid done sos: on apply with 
equal or greater force to those of the Dakotas and Oklah: ne PRS only 
grounds opon which the discrimination against these settlers is is baaed is the 
act that lands cost the Government more than those previously opened 
to homestead settlement. But this is only a question of degree and not of 


principle. 


The Gadsden purchase in Arizona cost cents an acre, while the rich 
and well-wate: rairies of Iowa cost but 3f cents per acre. 
The Governmen' xtinguishes the Indian title to the end 


purchases and e 

that a new Stute, ie peopled with Amarions 3 may take bee place of the 
wild inhabitan è cost of extinguishing this aboriginal title is not an 
obligation to be 8 e new settlers of the same re ion. but is for 
the mutual and general fit of the whole country. Costly wars 
opened — gan: portions of the country to the plow of the — The 

expenses of these wars were not joned at so much an acre upon the 
land. Nor Bold the cost of guishing the Indian title by ble 
means become a mortgage upon the farm of the settler who ci and 
builds up the new State in the wilds of the continent. 

We righ that the homestead laws should be extended to these reserva- 


policy of the 
administra ts entirety, 
and free homes the public ate should be 8 to the purpose of furnishing 


of the Interior, and he has made his report 
adversely to the Fry inclosing also the communication of the Commissioner 
of the Gensel bie d Office to the same effect. 

The objections to the bill are clearly and strongly stated by these officials, 
and we incorporate them into this report so that the House may be in pos- 
session of the different views taken of the proposed legislation. 

DEPARTMENT or THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, January 20, 1896. 

Str: I have the honor to hand you herewith the 5 the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, dated the 16th instant, on H. R. No. — 
“A bill 8 tor free homesteads on the public lands in Oklahoma Ter- 


which is quoted in full in the Commissioner's 
estead 


settlers within 2 Terri of O 


ne 


1896. 
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For the information of Congress, I desire to submit the following: 


Statement showing 
on Indian and go Srg — military reservations are relieved from 
said lands at rates now fixed by law upon a showing of five years’ residen 


approximate loss to the United States if homestead settlers 
paying f a, 


Reservation. 5 
reserved. der existing 
law. 
Acres. 
182, 280 $2. 50 $1, 830, 700 
Cherokee Outlet, Okla -.....-----.------ 1, 822,240 1.50 2, 733, 300 
808, 350 1.00 2, 806, 350 
Pawnee, Oks A 169, 320 2.50 423,300 
Tonkawa, Okla x 68, 950 2.50 172,375 
and Fox, Okla. — 864, 536 1.25 455, 670 
‘Towa, Okla = 207, (28 1.25 258, 785 
e nas Ok} ae] o) sae 
enne an 08, 5 3 5 „ 
P q 85,000 1.50 127,500 
ichi b. okla SERS ae $ 491,388 1.25 614, 235 
Eee aaan naass 


Loss to United States if settlers are relieved from payment. 


(a) It is not 2 without an extended search of the records, to give 
the amount already paid b; 7 homestead settlers 8 lands, as the moneys 
received therefor are not kept op aang te from the sales of other lands. 
pest ores settlement for five years, very few 
nal proof thereon. and it is doubtful if many of 
them have availed themselves vilege of commutation. It is cer- 

tain —.— the amount ee — by the settlers is so small as to form a 


the amount still due. 
eposited in the 


h 
ernment will be obliged 
unless the treat: 99 are to 

(c) These are subject to than the homestead 
laws. It can not be determined what amount is eile tobe embraced in other 
homestead Onion yo but the airia on of these reservations will 
3 be entered under the homestead law, and therefore affected by 


legislation. 

2 It has 2 1 to 1 the area embraced in abandoned mil - 
the act, as some of them and parts of others 
are 5 a and also to es the ap price to be paid per acre, 
as the renee of them have not n made. It is believed, how- 

evon the figures given are a 8 hank approximation. 
This amount will be reduced eee just so much as is received from set- 
—.— who commute their h entries. It is most probable that where 
settlers have the option of obtaining t he land free by five years’ residence very 
few of them will pay for the land in order to obtain title three or four years 


earlier. 
I have, therefore, to 5 that the bill do not pass. 


Ve 
apts HOKE SMITH, Secretary. 
Hon. Joux F. LACEY 
Chairman 8 on the Public Lands, House of Representatives. 


— DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 16, 1896. 
Srn: I have a the no to receive pexs reference from the 98838 
under date of J 1896, for report in duplicate and return of pa 
R. bill No. 823. $ ney ie for free 8 on the public 3 1 0 ‘Oke 
oma Territory,” which was eee to the Department Janu: 7. 1 

Hon. Jonn F. LACEY, chairman of the Committee on the Public deat 
House of Representatives, with a request that you make any suggestions 
yona 5 55 desire to make in regard thereto to aid the committee in its consid- 


The m rovides: 

“That al settlers aaen the homestead laws of the United States upon the 

blic lands acquired by treaty or ment from the various Indian tribes 
fa the Territory o of AS ce Kr ave or who shall hereafter reside upon 
the tract, entered in good faith, for the period required by e law, 
be entitled to a patent for the land so entered upon the payment the local 
land officers of the usual and custo: fees; and no other or further charge 
of any kind whatsover shall be req 5 such settler to entitle him toa 
patent for the land covered by his entry: That the right to com- 
mute any such entry and pay for said lan n the option of any such settler 
and in the time and at the prices now fixed g laws, shall remain in 
full force and effect. 

“Src. 2. That all acts bc chat acts inconsistent with the terms and pro- 
visions of this act are here 

Tanya the bomoe to report I that it appears to be the purpose of the bill to 


release ties who may make what is known as final proof on hom 
3 8 from the requirement of also paying for the lands em- 
n 


entry. 
Tay eee coat will be affected by the provisions of the bill, if it becomes a 
W. are as 
Sac and Ash and. Iowa lands, subject to disposal under section 7 of the act os 
2 13, 1891 (26 Stat. L., 759), which provides that each homestead se 
tler before receiving a patent shall pay $1.25 per acre for the land tbe 5 


fe ergo Shawnee, Pottawatomie, and Che eand Ara lands, sub- 
ject to disposal under section 16 of the act of rch 3. 1891 Stat. L., 1026), 
which d taken by R that each homestead settler shall pay $1.50 per acre for the 


him. 
Hira subject to disposal uae section 3 of the act of March 
3, 


1030 07 tat. L., . eee ti settler to pay $1.50 per 
acre for the land settled upo! 
Cherokee Outlet 8 t to disposal under section 10 of the act of 


March 3. 1893 (27 Stat. L., 5 oct to requires each settler before receiving s 
— enay, tao sum of $2.50 per acre for any land east of 974° west l 
de, acre for any ala between — and %° west longitude, and 
per acre 7 pes 1 25 land west of 98)° west longitude, and interest upon the amount 
80 to said land trom- the m of entry to the date of final payment 


5 under section 13 of the act 
that each settler shall pay 


amount to be 


$2.50 acre for the land taken by him, and interest upon 
paid rom the date of entry to the date of final payment a the rate of 4 per 
cen Soe annum. 

Wichita lands, which, when Ets ga to iene will 8 to dis- 


the 


under the act of 17 A tat. I., 897), which requires 

jomestead e oa oer we to pa rs 25 per ai for the land entered at the fine 
of submitting his final prog This act further provides that the money re- 

ceived from the sales of Wichita lands shall be deposited in the Treasury 
subject to the a tonanen of the Court of Claims in a suit authorized to po 
brought by the ta Indians against the United States for the 
determining the amount, it any, which they are entitled to 
relinquishment of their lands. 

The lands referred to constitute the greater = of Oklahoma Territory, 


ve 8 


all of the lands in which, that are now 250 homestead entry, ha 
been acquired by treaty with various In: what is as 
the Pu lie Strip.“ now embraced in Bea ne — 2 —— N 
Without endeavoring to state the exact amount aT: the United 
States to the Indians for the relinquishment of all their a lands, 
it is found by reference to the acts of March 1, (25 Stat. L.. 759); March 
(2 Stat. L., 1004); Fe 13, 1891 (26 Stat. L., 758); March 3, 1891 (26 
tat. L., Il and 1025); March 3, 1893 (27 Stat. L., 52, and March (27 Stat. 


L., 640-644). that the Government has paid or 
over 1 91000 


000 for such cessions, and doubtless eat 
dates ware also in consideration of Payments of varying sums of money. 
Ah een, Reg re the a of lands, Congress 83 intended 
States for the money so expended, when it departed 


Rae 7 — usual custom mand re a 3 for the og even when the 


settler 5 are ey ence upon the is not 
peculiar to kahana g ara aig bat similar rovisions are made in 


Groy Mon in Montana, the Siletz lands in Oregon, and the Nez Perce lands 
course a 


for the eee eee small propo: of 
The 7 a . the law required them to 
Prom for the land 8 u por a . — many parties doubtless were debarred 
om entering into 


com 
they were ie Ned or 3 to make 


because yment. 
The Government probably entered into its e sment . —— the Indians, 
by which the 4 — title to these lands was ex ply because it 
expected to from the settlers the money paid therefor, and 
such pa Peon to be the foundation of the be —— between 
the satt ers nese e Government. 


to deal as pepe pen its 


It 1 be observed also that if the Court of Claims should decide that 
bill becomes a 
ed to withhold my — pate from the 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
. 8 887 has Sen por das and Commissioner 
figu: eading. 
has eee alt the lands in Oklahoma and estimated them at the maximum 
This makes no allowance for lands which have 3 been 5 and 
observed in the letter of the Secretary that this land is all estimated at —— 
requirements of the homestead law without any of 1 After living 
The situation of these people also arpas to the N of the nation. 
on the arid belt a marked falling off nn gery ps has occurred, and the se 
We rded the generous and liberal pro- 
The nation can well afford in times of 
in May, 
A bill to provide for free homes on lands purchased from the Indian tribes. 


the Wichita Indians shall be paid for the relinquishment of their yp it 
for nares: to make an appropriation to satisfy such 
law. 
r, is 9 return 
S. W. LAMOREUX, Commissioner. 

The objection made to H. R. 292, that it would include re Aang 

„2 to H. R. me the J e bill. It only applies to 
inst the bill are 2 
stantially the — as those urged by Mr. Buchanan in his veto 
1800. The ven. howaver, might prove misl The Secre 5 
selli Ping thus indicating that the Government would ys the sum of 
$15,058 by the passage of a bill of this character as applied to Oklahoma 
probable . in the future, and also takes no account of any waste 
and worthless land that the Government will not be. able to — 2 It will be 
to an acre, the maximum prices for public, agricultural, or grazing 
5205 Pas the existing law mates nines the purchaser TO y with all — 
pries. it and reclaiming it to cultivation, he must in the end pay for it at the 
u 
Since the enactment of t ws open these reservatio: nta 
period of almost continuous aronet i — prevailed. In the 3 borde: 
tler has found it hard enough to su himself and family without aag 
provision for the purchase of his home at the end of five years’ residence. 
think these settlers should be acco: 
visions of the original homestead law. 
5 as it did in the dark days when the original law was enac 

The bill as amended by the committee would read as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That so much of all acts or parts of acts as 


8 payment to the United States therefor from persons who have 


ig ek t or may hereafter acquire homesteads upon the public lands included 
he limits ota any gu obtained by treaty or arere A a from the various 
tribes of Indians are hereby repealed, and the settlers entitled to the benefits 


of the homestead laws upon such Jands shall onl 
usual and customary fees required from homeste: 
lic lands: Provided. That the right to commute any such entry and pay for 
said lands at the option of any such settler and in the time and at the prices 
now fixed by existing laws shall remain in full force and effect: Provided 
further, That this act shall not apply to any lands where the proceeds of the 
sales or homestead or other entries thereof are under exist: treaties 
required to be paid over to the Indians or held in trust or paid into the 
Treasury for their benefit. 

The Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office have also made a special re appre iot R. 3048, which for the informa- 
tion of the House we set out in full, as rollows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE [NTERIOR, 
Washington, January 27, 1896, 


be required to pay the 
settlers upon . pub- 


fully an express to my 
character similar to this. 
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‘orth in the his Bill as of the Commissioner, herewith transmitted, I recom- 
riots that this do a pass. 
W HOKE SMITH, Secret 
cre! 
Hon. 4 F. Lace voi 
airm 


an Committee on the Public Lands, House of Representatives. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 21, 1896. 


No. 3048. To provide for free . — on mateo froma t the 
dia . tribes,” which was referred to the Departmen’ Hon. Joun F. 
OEY, chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands of House 


resentatives, with a request that you make any s ons you may desire 


e committee ta its consideration. 


to make in regard thereto to aid 
The bill provides: 
That acts or parts of acts requiring get dang Sad to 1 United States 


therefor from persons who have ded in th or may hereafter acquire pone 
steads upon the ng ihn — 3 — included in ma 2 ot any pacer nt obtained b. izé 
treaty or pw f Indians are hereby repeal 
and the settlers entitled to the — — of the homestead laws upon such 
lands shall only be required to pay the usual and customary fees required 
from homestead settlers upon other r pane lands: Provided, That the right 
to commute any such entry and said lands at the option of any such 
settler and in the time and at Y prices now fixed by existing laws shall 
remain in full force and effect.” 

I have the honor to report that it a to be the purpose of the bill to 

release parties who may make what is known as final proof, under sections 
22y] and 2305, United States Revised Statutes, on homestead entries embrac- 
ing lands acquired from the Indians F treaty or oe DEE from the require- 
ment of also paying for the lands embraced in the entry. 

Large tracts of land bave been acquired through purchase from the Indi- 
ans, for some of which the Government has already paid the Indians, and for 
the prico of others of which the Government is responsible. Laws were en- 
acted oj these lands to settlement under the homestead law. which laws 

8 for the payment therefor by the fend fe en of sums, specified in the 
various laws, corresponding to the amount 1 by the Government 
to the Indians, or for the payment of which to ove the Government bound 
itself by its treaties or agreements with the Indian: 

The amounts 1 from such payments were required either to be 


deposited to the credit of the Indians or to reimburse the Government for 
payments aaan to the Indians. 

Tue lands t hat will be affected by the provisions of the bill if it becomes a 
law are as follows: 


Sac and Fox and Iowa lands, Oklahoma, subject to disposal under section 
7 of the act of February 13, 1891 (26 Stat. L., 759), which provides that each 
bonnn wage a ell before receiving a patent shail pay $1.25 per acre for the 

en 

Absentee whee, Pottawatomie, and Cheyenne and Arapahoe lan 
homa, subject to disposal under section 16 of the act of March 3, 1891 { 
L., 1026), which en by him. that each homestead settler shall pay $1.50 


acre 
for pe. — e per 


upon. 
lands. Oraa subject to disposal under section 10 of the 
act of March 3, 1893 (27 Stat. L., 640), which each settler before receiv- 
apatent to pay the at of L pare acre for any land east of 974° west lon- 
gitude, $1.50 per acre for any 
and $1 per acre for an lana went of 8875 
the amount so to be paid for said land 
final payment at the rate of 4 per cent 8 annum. 
Tonkawa and Pawnee lands, Oklahoma, subject to under section 
13 of the act of March 3, 1893 (27 Stat. L., 644), W provides that each settler 
shall pa 50 per acre for the e land taken b 6 m the 
paid from the date of entry to the date of final payment at the 
rate of 4 per cent 8 
Wichita lands, Oklahoma, which, when ed to settlement, will be sub- 
.... ane pate (28 Stat. L.. 897), which requires 
each homestead en to pay $1.25 ae acre for the land entered at the 
time of submitting final act further provides = the —.— 
received the sales of Wichita lands shall be de: ponen in th 
subject to the jud ym of the Court of Claims, in a suit 8 to 
brought by the ta Indians the United States for the p of 
determining the pnd if any, which they are entitled to — ‘or the 
8 of their lands. 

e lands acquired from the Sioux Indians in Dakota and the Ponca In- 
diane in Nebraska by the cession of the Indian title thereto were made sub- 
ject to homestead entry by the act of March 2, 1889 (25 Stat. L.. 888), which 
act provided for the payment for said lands is the 8 in addition to the 
fees provided by law, of the sums therein The moneys received from 
the settlers are to be deposited in the U. ted States Treasury and cen poe 

the Government for all necessary expenditures contemp 

8 for by said act, and to create a permanent fund for the In 

lands acquired from the Sisseton and Wah n Indians in North and 

South Dakota (known as the Lake Traverse lands) were by the act of March 

8, 1891 (26 3 55 1039) made subject to erry — the settlers thereon 
being required to pay therefor at the rate of 8 

The agricultural lands ceded by the Chi pews dians in the State of Min- 
nesota under the provisions of the act of January 14, 1889 (25 Stat. L., 642), 
are, by section 6 of said act, made subject to disposal under the omesteap 
law, and each settler is required , before 2 ving patent, to 


e da 


amount Tt to 


acre for the land taken b The money is to be he he Treasury 
for the benefit of the He arar asa recompense for the posited ot their surplus 


ds. 

The Yankton lands in South Dakota, snbject to disposal under the act of 
August 15, 1894 (28 Stat. L., pages 314 to 319), which provides that each home- 
stead settler shall pay $3: $3.75 per acre before receiving a certificate of entry. 

The Fort Berthold ds in North Dakota, subject to disposal under section 
25 of the act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat. L., 1035), which requires each homestead 
settler to pay $1.50 per acre before receiving a final certificate. 

The Coeur d'Alene lands in Idaho, subject to under section 2 of 
the act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat. L., 1051), which provides that each homestead 

settler shall pay $1.50 per acre for ‘the land taken by him before receiving a 


paten 

Phe Nez Perce lands in Idaho, subject to under section 16 of the 
act of August 15, 1894 (28 Stat. L.. pages 326 to 332), which provides that each 
settler on paa lands shall pay $3.75 per acre for the lands settled upon before 


8 A anai p rtificate of entry. 
ville 2 Washington, subject to Sispopel, under the bit July 


The Crovr oasis 
of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat. L., 1043), i 
shall, 


1 that each homestead settler 
a 


before receiving a patent, pay acre for the land settled upon. 


Seats 


ect to disposal un section 15 of the 
he, August 15 noae ESS B20). 11 80 provides ches c ee homestead — 
Shall Nn goed 9 upon. 
Wi t endeavoring to state tees exact amount be paid 
by the United States to the Indians for the relinqu ent of all their rights 
to said lands, which would require an extended examination of the statutes, 
ie is found by reference to the statutes to which I have referred as govern- 
ing the disposal of said lands that, in the aggregate, over $21,000,000 has been 
paid or agreed to d. 


be 
61 the moneys agreed to be paid fi 
especially for lands in O oma Terri rritory, where prt — — 


d or 


cessions, ons were 
required from more than one tribe of Indians for the same lands, 
instance, in the case of the Muscogee or Creek and Seminole cessions, ob ed 
at an expense of over $4,000,000 (see acts of March 1 and 2, 1889, 28 Skat. L., 750 
and 1004), where subsequently the Cheyenne and Ara: ‘oe, Pottawa: watomie, 
Absentee Shawnee, Sac and Fox, ater and Kickapoo tribes of Indians re- 
ceived valuable considerations amoun to over — pE for portions of 
the same lands so ceded. Thisamount of $21,000, 000 does not em any com- 
a for bes Great Sioux lands in North an; and South Dakota ane N. obraska, 
‘or the Chip ‘a lands in Minnesota, for the Colville lands in 
or 5 the ichita lands in Oklahoma, as the Government — 3 od, agreed to 
49 e Indians any fixed amount for these lands. 
the two former, the In 
of the lands, estima 


In providing for the disposal of these lands Congress evidently aoe to 


reimburse the United States for the money so expended when i 

from the usual custom, and required a pa regi for the land even wen t the 
settler showed five residence upon course a; 

just and equitable, 


‘or it would not be ner to ae ene the people oft the 

whole coun in order that land might be for the of — 
treg homas to ee e be ee basteln, the aer 
order OW o y the & 0 ro © 

ing table has been prepared: N Se he aloe 


Statement showing 3 loss to Kab er ps States if homestead settlers 
on Indian who make on their entries are released 
„ lands at rates — fai law. 


United 
Sah Am't States if 
pales now | settlers 
t paid. are releas- 
ed from 
payment. 


Acres. 
732,280 | $2.50 81. S0, 700 22. 
Cherokee Outlet, Okla.../+ 1,822,240 1.50 | 2,783,360 
2, 806, 350 1.00 | 2,806,350 
169, 220 2.50 423,300 
5 68, 950 2.50 172,875 
364, 536 1.25 670 
eo ae 207, 028 1.25 
256, 896 1.50 
AE E Fae 562 1.50 
9 988.000 1.50 
2 — 491, 388 1.2 
. 8,822,936 | 1.25 
_Dak..8. | moas) 7 
Dak., and Nebr. 5 7,819; 028 “50 . 


4,648, 197 
Lake Traverse, N. paea a 
and 8. Dak 573, 882 2.50 1,434, 705 
151, 692 8.75 568, 845 
1, 838, 720 1.50 2, 758, 080 
174, 690 1.50 252, 085 
BA 500, 556 3. 5 1,877,085 
1,416, 668 1.50 2,125, 002 
1,700, 000 1.50 2,549, 400 
penta Se 77, 000 1.50 204, 597 
35, 700, 078 


alt isnot practicable, without an extended search of the records, to give the 
amount y paid by hom settlers for these lands, as the mone 
received therefor are not kept separate from the sales of other lands. 


these lands have not been open to settlement for five very few hav 
been able to make final proof thereon, and itis doubtf ke many have availed 
themselves 21 the privilege of commutation. It is certain amount 


already paid FS 5 eet settlers is so small as to form a very small proportion to 
the amount 
b The he ered from the sales of these lands are to be deposited in the Treas- 
pry, i to the credit of the Indians to recompense them for the cession of the 
homestead settlers are released from paying for them, the Govern- 
ng will be obliged to make appropriations to recompense the Indians, 
unless the treaty stipulations are to be entirely ign 
c These lands are subject to disposal under har 1 as well as the home- 
stead laws. It can not be determined what amount is likely to be embraced 
in other than homestead entries, but the larger portion of these reservations 
will undoubtedly be * under the homestead law and therefore affected 
* the ihe pro egislatior 
amount will be reduced b just so much as is received from settlers 
‘os commute their homestead entries. It is most probable that where set- 
tlers have the option of obtaining the land free by five goas residence, very 
few of them will pay for the land in order to obtain title three or four years 


earlier. 
The settlers upon these lands understood that the law required them to 
pay for the land settled upon, and many parties doubtless were debarred 
tion with the cartes: who entered these lands 


‘om 3 into com 
because they were retin or unable to make th payment, 


1896. 
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The Government probably entered into its engagements with the Indians 
by which the Indian title to these lands was extinguished rps because it 
expected to receive again from the settlers the money paid therefor, and 
such Lyn fangs appears to be the foundation of the whole transaction between 
the settlers and the Government. 

For the reasons given, Iam of the opinion that the proposed legislation is 
inadvisable and therefore that the bill should not become a law. 

I deem it proper to state that reports have been made to the Department 
ay this office on bills of a purport similar to that under consideration, as 

‘ollows: 

H. R. bill No. 8334, upon which report was made January 28, 1895. 

H. R. bill No. 2645, upon which report was made January 16, 1896. 

H. R. bill No. 292, upon which report was made January 16, 1896. 

The bill and accompanying letter are herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, S. W. LAMOREUX, Commissioner. 


The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

An amendment, it will be observed, is proposed by the committee to H. R. 
8948 so that the bill will not apply to lands where the Government practi- 
cally acts as a trustee for the sale of the lands for the Indians. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Now, Mr. President, I ask that the bill go 
over until after the holidays. and be made the unfinished business 
im 1 Congress reconvenes. 

Mr. CULLOM. I think the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. 
PLATT] intends to present some tables in connection with the 
report. Heis notin the Chamber at this moment, but Isuppose he 
can present them hereafter and have them printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from South Dakota 
asks unanimous consent that the bill under consideration go over 
until after the holidays, remaining the unfinished business of the 
Senate. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and such is the 
order of the Senate. 

Mr. PLATT subsequently said: I was called out of the Chamber 
a moment ago, when the Secretary commenced to read the report 
on the bill which was then under consideration, which is called 
the free-home bill, and supposed that the reading would take 
some little time. I learn that during my absence authority was 
given that the report might be printed in the RECORD. I desire 
to have also printed in the RECORD a table which has been fur- 
nished me from the office of the General Land Commissioner, 
which gives very full statistics—much fuller than those furnished 
in the report—in relation to this matter, and I ask that this table 
may be printed in the RECORD with the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It will be so ordered if there be 
no objection. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I hope that the report may be reprinted 


Whether he proposes to m 
Mr. PLA 


with the table submitted by the Senator from Connecticut as a 
separate Senate document, that is, that the same number of the 
report be reprinted with the table, so that we may have the whole 
subject together. 4 

e PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator make that 
motion? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I do. 

Mr. VEST. I beg to inquire of the Senator from Connecticut 
e a minority report? 

I had expected to make a statement of my views 
and those of the members of the committee who agree with me 
when we proceeded to the consideration of the bill, but I can put 
those views in the form of a written report if it be desired. , 

Mr. COCKRELL, Let it be in the form of a minority report 
attached to the e of the majority of the committee. 

Mr. VEST. I should like to see the minority report of the Sen- 
ator, if it suits his convenience to make one. 

Mr. PLATT. I can put my views in writing, and will do so 
between now and the reassembling of Congress after the holidays. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let permission be granted that the views of 
the minority may be filed with the Secretary and sent to the Pub- 
lic Printer so soon as the Senator from Connecticut shall have 
prepared them. I see no objection to that being done and that 
the views of the Senator be attached to the report of the commit- 
tee as a minority report. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to know to what the table 
refers which the Senator from Connecticut wishes to have printed. 

Mr. PLATT. The table is very much such a table as is found 
on page 13 of the report of the committee, and contains some addi- 
tional facts and figures in relation to the matter. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. As I understand, the table simply shows 
the number of acres of land which are purchased, the cost of the 
lands to the Government, and some other facts in connection 
therewith. 

Mr. PLATT. That is all; and it shows the amount which has 
already been paid by the settlers, the price per acre to be paid, and 
the amount which has been received by the Government. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I have no objection to the table being 
printed in the RECORD in connection with the report of the com- 


mittee. 
The table referred to is as follows: 


Statement showing cost of Indian lands obtained by cession and subject to disposal under the homestead law, the amount which will be received therefor under 


existing law, the amount already received from disposals, a 


the loss to the United States if homestead settlers are relieved from further payment. 


Loss to 
Amount United States 


Estimated 
Total amount Statute pro- opened or | acre | from set- 
Name of reservation. — . — paid for ces- g for 2 be to be tiers under 82 lif settlers are Remarks. 
ceded. sion. payment. | opened to | paid | existing * relieved from 
settlement |by set-| law when payment. 
all lands 
Great Sioux, N. Dak., (a) Aar. 2, 1889 be „deposited in 
S. Dak., Nebr. (25 St.888). ann Diatas- Trenaury tor 
Lake Travers, N. Dak. 606, 712 2, 203,000.00 | Sec. 27, act 1, 405, 433. 45 
and S. Dak. Mar. 8 = 
att (26 St., 
Yankton Sioux, S. Dak... 161, 606 €10, 000. 00 1 50 rye 530, 980. 55 
Fort Berthold, N. Dak...} 1,946,880 | 800,000. 00 Mar. $ wi 2, 758, 00. 00 > 
Cour d'Alene, Idaho 185, 060 650,000.00 | Mar. 3.1801 262,035.00 | Subject to entry under other than 
(26 St., 1027). homestead law, but greatest 
ee s 8 ey Na 
Nez Perce, Idaho 530,000 | 1, 688, 622. 00 5 — amy 1, 877, 085. 00 Do. en ies 
Colville, Wash 1, 500, 000 (0) uly 1, 1882 2,125, 002.00 | Proceeds to be subject to future 
(27 St., 62). pees by Songea. See 
—5 on 2, act July 1, 1892 (27 Stat., 
Biletz, Oreg 177,000 | 142,600.00 | Aug. 15,1804 204, 054. 35 Subject to entry under other than 
(28 St., 328). homest laws, but greatest 
3 will Nite y Aad en- 
red under homestead law. 
Crow, Mont 1,800,000 | 946,000.00 et EEE 2,549, 160. 00 
0 n 4 
Chippewa, Minn 5,026, 447 (a) Jan. 14, 1889 4,153, 670.00 | Proceeds to be deposited in Uni 
(25 St., 642). States Treasury for benefit 
June 16, 1880 Indians. 
(21 St., 248) 
Mar. 3,1881 
(21 Sar gr 
Cherokee Outlet (exclu: 281 ep 1.00 
sive of Pawnee and 6,754,486 | 9,824, 125.004 Get. 18,1883 5,300, 870 | 4 1.50 (7,370, 410 e137, 496.86 | 7,282, 913. 14 
Tonkawa bands), Okla. (25 St., 2.50 
Mar. 2,1 
(25 St. 904). 
. 8,1893 
(27 St., 640). 


a Proceeds from dis 
c No separate account was kept of the receipts from the 
to the several reservations have been estima: 


of lands in the several reservations in Oklaho: 
it is believed that the aggregate from all 


b See remarks. 
and while the amounts apportioned 


receipts of the reservations is approximately co: 
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Statement showing cost of Indian lands obtained by cession and subject to disposal under the homestead law, ete.—Continued. 


Estimated 
Total amount) Statute 
Name of reservation. unmber paid for ces- | viding Ter 
sion. payment. 
Pa Co ey 065.79 | Mar. 3,1893 
* * : (27 St., G44). 
Tonkawa, Okla -.........- 20, 600.00 . 

27 St.. 643). 

Sac and Fox, Okla 950,278.00 Feb. 13,1891 
(26 St., 758). 

G 305, 565. 40 ee 
. 

Absentee Shawnee and 773,000.31 | Mar. 3, 1891 
Pottawatomie, Okla. ; (26 St., 1021) 
Cheyenne and Arapahoe, } 3,732,300 400, 646.87 Mar. 3, 1891 
Guia. gan i (26 St., 1025). 
Kickapoo, Okla 264,922.02 Mar. 3,1893 
(27 Bt. asa 

Wichita, Oklaa 929,512.50 | Mar. 2,1895 
* (23 St., 807). 
TORO. ——— 33, 252, 541 | 25,261, 7 95 


a No separate 

to the several reservations have 
5 14 Stat., 785; 26 Stat., 757; 26 Stat., 1025; 23 Slat., 212; 25 S 
c The difference between area 


settlers are Remarks. 
ved m 
payment. 
$416, 300.00 | The Cherokee Indians were also 
paid for ceding their rights in 
ese lands. Amount included 
in item Cherokee Outlet.“ 
171, 375. 00 Do. b 
403, 670.00 


Cost of cession includes amount 
wa E 
228, 785. 00 Do. 


Cost of cession includes amount 
paid Creek and Seminole Indians 

tor these Jands.b 
Cost ot cession includes amount 
id to Creek, Semino'e, and 
„ata wand Chickasaw indians 

for these lands.b 
ot cession includes amount 
pan “8 Creek Indians for these 
Cost of cession is amount d 

hickasa’ 


for 


from 

in United States 
determination 1 dig de as 

to amount to be paid Wichita 

Indians. 


W. 780, 263 | 446, 256.14 | 35,343,006, 86 


account was kept of the receipts from the disposals of lands in the several reservations in Oklahoma, and while th nts ti 
Seon estima itis 1 the aggregate receipts from all of the 8 is eee eee * 


ed and area opened to settlement and entry is dus to reservations for schools, ete, 


d Tais amount will bə reduced by so mach as may be rece ved in payment for commutation of homestead entries if any of tho settlers elect to commute 


instead of receiving patent without payment by a longer ence, 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Iwish to say that whatever revenue there 
might be would be distributed over the next twenty or fifty 
which would elapse before all the lands would be taken if this 
bill did not pass. The sum, in my opinion, which will come out 
of the Treasury by the passago of this bill will not amount to 
$13,500,000, and that sum will be distributed over several years of 
time. The revenue to the Government last year from the sale of 
these reservations was only $240,000. So that the anticipation of 
much revenue from that source is a vain hope. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, when 
the views of the minority shall have been prepared and handed to 
the Secretary, the original report, with the views of the minority, 
will be reprinted, ther with the tables presented by the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut. The Chair hears no objection, and it is so 
ordered. 


SPECIAL EXAMINER OF DRUGS AT PHILADELPHIA. 


Mr. QUAY. Lask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the consideratfon of the bill (S. 2397) to amend section 2743 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States, concerning the exami- 
nation of drugs. y 2 : 

There being no objection, the Senate, asin Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Finance with an amendment, in line 8, 
before the word hundred,“ to strike out two thousand five“ 
and insert one thousand eight;” so as to make the bill read: 


Mr. COCKRELL. What is the salary of that officer now? 

Mr. QUAY. The salary is $1,500, which is much lower than 
the salary of the similar officer heretofore at the port of Boston 
and the port of New York. > ~ 

I will say further, in relation to the amendment of the commit- 
tee, that the intention of the bill when introduced was to fix the 
salary of the officer at Philadelphia at the same amount paid simi- 
lar officers in some of the other large ports. The Committee on 
Finance in their wisdom have seen fit to reduce by $700 the origi- 


. DA pro tion. > 
r. PLATT. How much is the salary yey fix? 
Mr. QUAY. The salary appears in the bill at $1,800, instead of 


$2,500. My own opinion is t the amendment of the committee 


ought to be voted down. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Lhope the Senator will not insist upon that 
after a committee of the Senate has investigated the subject and 
Fd ele such an amendment. Let the bill go through in the way 
it is reported and get it out of the way. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee on Finance. 

The amendment was to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


M. R. WILLIAM GREBE, 


Mr. BAKER. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
a of the bill (H. R. 3139) for the relief of M. R. William 

rebe. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It directs the Secretary of 
War to revoke the order by which M. R. William Grebe was dis- 
missed from the military service of the United States as a captain 
of the Fourth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, and to honorably dis- 
charge him, to date from the 12th of December, 1864; but he shall 
not be entitled to any back pay or allowances to which he might 
have been entitled but for such action. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CATHOLIC CHURCH AT MACON CITY. MO. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Iaskunanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S.-71) for the relief of the Catholic church 
at Macon City, Mo., which has been . by the 
Committee on Claims and has been passed by body three times 
heretofore. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It directs the Secretary of 
War to cause to be investigated by the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment of the Army the circumstances, character, and extent of the 
alleged use and occupation by the United States military authori- 


ties for Government purposes, during the late war, of the Catholic 
church at Macon City, in Macon County, Mo., the actual value of 
such use and occupation, and to find, award, and certify to the 
Seeretary of the Treasury what amount, if any, is equitably due 
from the United States to said Catholic church as the reasonable 
value of such use and occupation; and to pay to the person or per- 

ized to receive and receipt for the same the 


S005 ai amount, 
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any, so found to be due from the United States; and provides that 
the acceptance of any sum paid under the provisions of this act 
shall be in full satisfaction of all claims of every kind and nature 
for such use and occupation. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


GEORGE JOHNSON. 


Mr. GEAR. Lask unanimous consent for the present consider- 
ation of the bill (H. R. 4281) granting a pension to George John- 
son, of Lenox, Iowa. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the bill, which had been reported by 
the Committee on Pensions with an amendment, in line 8, after 
the word ‘‘ Infantry,” to insert. in lieu of that he is now receiv- 
ing;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be. and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at the rate of $72 per 
month, subject to the provisions and limitations of the general pension laws, 
the name of George Johnson, late a private in sooper C, Nineteenth Regi- 
ment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, in lieu of that he is now receiving. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 
read a third time. : 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: A bill granting an 
increase of pension to George Johnson, of Lenox, Iowa.” 


HENRY A. F. WORTH. 


Mr. SEWELL. I ask unanimous consent for the 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 5787) for the relief of 
Worth. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It pro to place upon 
the pension roll the name of Henry A. orth, late captain 
Company K, Sixth Regiment United States Infantry, and to pay 
him a pension of $72 per month. 

The bin was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims: 


resent con- 
enry A. F. 


Claims: 

A bill (H. R. 129) for the relief of Thomas B. Reed; 

A bill (H. R. 897) for the relief of James Stewart; and 

A bill (H. R. 3075) for the relief of John A. Lynch. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 71) for the relief of Capt. Francis A. Beuter; and 
on bill (H. R. 3503) to correct the military record of Elisha B. 

ssett. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on the Distri ict of Columbia: 

A bill (H. R. 6713) to extend North Capitol street northward 
through the or, of the Prospect Hill Cemetery, to pay for 
land to be taken for such a ag and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 8726) to provide for the payment of certain claims 
against the District of Columbia by drawback certificates; 

A bill (H. R. 9647) to authorize the extension of the lines of the 
Metropolitan Railroad Company of the District of Columbia; 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 213) to permit railroads in the Dis- 
trict to ieee additional parts of streets to accommodate the 
traveling public attending the inaugural ceremonies; 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 214) authorizing the Secretary of 
War to grant permits to the executive committee on inaugural cere- 
monies for use of reservations or public in the city of 
Showing re on the occasion of the inauguration of the President- 
elect on March 4, 1897. ete.; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 215) extending time for compliance 
by Eckington and Soldiers’ Home Railway Company and the Belt 
Railway Company with provisions of section 1 of an act entitled 
“An act to extend the routes of said railway companies,” etc., 
sapere June 10, 1896. 

he following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions: 


A bill (H. R. 1018) to increase the pension of Bennett S. Shaug; 
A bill (H. R. 1505) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah A. 3 
A bill (H. R. 2231) for the relief of Bluford Reeder; 

A bill (H. R. 2742) to grant a pension to J. J. Davis; 

A bill (H. R. 3481) granting a pension to James L. Wing; 

A bill (H. R. 3499 ting a pension to Eliza A. Foss; 

A bill (H. R. 3884) for the relief of John T. Brewster; 

A bill (H. R. 3945) granting a pension to Thomas J. Thorp; 

A bill (H. R. 4264) granting a pension to Mary Pelham; 


A bill (H. R. 4620) granting a p2 
bin EE R. 4655) granting a pension to Frederick A 

i 
ill ( 


bill (H. R. 5855) granting a pension to Emily Elliott; 
(H. R. 5895) granting a pension to Anna N. Kendall; 
A bill ae R. 5902) granting a pension to Jane Christian e; 
(H. R. 6282) to increase the pension of Alexander McBride; 
A bill (H. R. 6378) for the relief of Eliza J. Holman; 


A bill (H. R. 6792) granting a pension to Hannah R. Quint; 
A bill (H. R. 6900) increasing the pension of M T. Young; 
A bill (H. R. 7240) nting a pension to John W. Bruner; an 


A bill (H. R. 9592) to amend an act entitled! An act granting 
a W to Jesse McMillan,” received by the President May 27, 


LOAN OF FLAGS FOR INAUGURAL CEREMONIES. 

The bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issning and loaning of the 
ensigns, flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the 
purpose of decorating the streets of the city of Washington on 
the occasion of the inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of March, 1897, 
was read twice by its title. x 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the committee having in 
charge the arrangements for the inauguration to ask the immedi- 
ate passage of the bill which has just been read. Itis necessary 
to have it done now rather than later; it will take but a moment, 
and there is no objection toit. I therefore ask unanimous con- 
sent for the present consideration of the bill. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, preceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The preamble was agreed to. 


INVESTIGATION OF SOLDIERS’ HOME AT LEAVENWORTH, KANS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the followin, 
concurrent resolution from the House of Representatives; whic! 
was referred to the Committee on Printing: 


resentatives (the 


special 

be, and are hereby, authorized to procure the of the testimony taken 
— ther with such wehitie mente . 

m necessary. 


ESTHER BROWN, 


Mr. HARRIS. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the Senator from Tennessee withdraw 
the motion for a moment to allow me to call up a very modest 
pension bill? 

Mr. HARRIS. I should be glad to do so if I were not afraid 
that the precedent would aps other Senators to ask me to do 
the same thing. But I will risk it, Mr. President. I yield to the 
Senator from Utah. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Cordon in the chair). 
motion is withdrawn. 

Mr. CANNON, I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
— tion of the bill (S.3252) to increase the pension of Esther 

rown. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to place on the 

sion roll the name of Esther Brown, widow of James Brown, 

e a captain in Company C, Mormon Battalion Volunteers, Mex- 
ican war, at the rate of $12 per month, in lieu of the pension she 


now receives. 
to the Senate without amendment, ordered 


The 


The bill was 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. HARRIS. I renew wy motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Tennessee 
pore that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 

usiness. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After twenty-five minutes spent 
in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 3 o'clock and 
21 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Tuesday, 
December 22, 1896, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS, 


Executive nominations received by the Senate December 21, 1896. 
POSTMASTERS, 


Robert M. Cameron, to be postmaster at Belmond, in the coun 
of Wright and State of Iowa, in the place of Miss Lyna Whi 
ission expired December 14, 1896. 


whose co: 
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Orrin L. Mickel, to be postmaster at Woodbine, in the county 
of Harrison and State of Iowa. in the place of William F. Schuler, 
whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Charles H. Riley, to be postmaster at Dedham, in the 3 
of Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, in the place of Charles H. 
Riley. whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 


Nettie J. Van Inwegen, to be postmaster at Ortonville, in the 
county of Bigstone and State of Minnesota, in the place of Nettie 
J. Van Inwegen, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Mi-s Felicie Louise Delmas, to be postmaster at Scranton, in the 
county of Jackson and State of Mississippi, in the place of Leman 
D. Herrick, whose commission expired 3 14, 1896. 

Charles Trimble, to be postmaster at Grenada, in the county of 
Grenada and State of Mississippi, in the place of Mrs. Jennie T. 
Mister, whose commission expired December 20, 1896. 

Miss Augusta B. Berard, to be postmaster at West Point, in 
the county of Orange and State of New York, in the place of 
Miss Augusta B. Berard, whose commission expired December 20, 
1896. 

Eugene Gardner, to be postmaster at Philmont, in the coun 
of Columbia and State of New York, in the place of William H. 
Stickles, deceased. 

William F. Sponenburg, to be tmaster at Manlius, in the 
county of Onondaga and State of New York, in the place of Frank 
P. Emmons, whose commission expired December 20, 1896. 

William A. Ault, to be B at Wadsworth, in the county 
of Medina and State of Ohio, in the place of Benjamin F. Sonnes- 
tine, resigned. 

Alfred J. McQuiston, to be postmaster at Saltsburg, in the 
county of Indiana and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of 
James S. Hart, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Isaac R. Wilkinson, to be postmaster at Pawtucket, in the 
county of Providence and State of Rhode Island, in the place 
E 5 K. Goodwin, whose commission expired December 14, 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY, 


Cavalry arm. ; 


Lieut. Col. David Perry, Tenth Cavalry, to be colonel, Decem- 
ber 11, 1896, vice Biddle, Ninth Cavalry, retired from active 
service. 

Maj. John Morris Hamilton, First Cavalry, to be lieutenant- 
colonel, December 8, 1896, vice Randlett, Ninth Cavalry, retired 
from active service. 

Maj. Theodore Anderson Baldwin, Seventh Cavalry, to be lieu- 
tenant-colonel, December 11, 1896, vice Perry, Tenth Cavalry, 
promoted. 

Capt. Edward Settle Godfrey, Seventh Cavalry, to be major, 
December 8, 1896, vice Hamilton, First Cavalry, promoted. 
Capt. Albert Gallatin Forse, First Cavalry, to be major, Decem- 
ber 11, 1896, vice Baldwin, Seventh Cavalry, promoted. 

First Lieut. Edwin Parker Brewer, adjutant, Seventh Cavalry, 
to be captain, December 8, 1896, vice Godfrey, Seventh Cavalry, 
promoted. 

First Lieut. Montgomery Davis Parker, Ninth Cavalry, to be 
captain, December 11, 1896, vice Mathey, Seventh Cavalry, retired 
from active service, . 

First Lieut. Oscar James Brown, First Cavalry, to be captain, 
December 11, 1896, vice Forse, First Cavalry, promoted. 

Second Lieut. Charles Dudley Rhodes, Sixth Cav: , to be first 
lieutenant, December 8, 1896, vice Holbrook, Seventh Cavalry, ap- 
pointed adjutant. 

Second Lieut. Winthrop Samuel Wood, Tenth Cay: , to be 
first lieutenant, December 11, 1896, vice Parker, Ninth Cavalry, 
promoted. 


Infantry arm. 
Second Lieut. Frank Daniel Webster, Sixth Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant, December 7, 1896, vice Webber, Twentieth Infantry, 


retired from active service. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 21, 1896. 
SURVEYOR-GENERAL, 


Robert A. Habersham, of Portland, Oreg., to be surveyor- 
general of Oregon. 


CONSULS. 


Julius G. Lay, of the District of Columbia, to be consul of the 
United States at Windsor, Ontario. 

George B. Anderson, of the District of Columbia, to be consul 
of the United States at Antigua, West Indies. 

William Coulbourn Brown, of land, to be consul of the 
United States at Newcastle, New South Wales. 


PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Adjutant-General’s Department. 

Lieut. Col. Merritt Barber, assistant adjutant-general, to be as- 
sistant adjutant-general, with the rank of colonel. 

Maj. John Curtis Gilmore, assistant adjutant-general, to be as- 
sistant adjutant-general, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

“Medical Department. 

Lieut. Col. Charles Ravenscroft Greenleaf, deputy surgeon-gen- 
eral, to be assistant surgeon-general, with the rank of colonel. 

Maj. William Henry Gardner, surgeon, to be deputy surgeon- 
general, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

Capt. William Blackford Davis, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon, 
with the rank of major. 

Capt. William Winbourn Gray, assistant surgeon, to be sur- 
geon, with the rank of major. 

Capt. Louis Brechemin, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon, with 
the rank of major. 

Capt. Lonis Areatole La Garde, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon, 
with the rank of major. 

Cavalry arm. 


pore James Franklin Randlett, Ninth Cavalry, to be lieutenant- 
colonel. 
Capt. Henry Jackson, Seventh Cavalry, to be major. 
Capt. Albert Emmett Woodson, Fifth Cavalry, to be major. 
First Lieut. Herbert Jermain Slocum, Seventh Cavalry, to be 


captain. 

First Lieut. William John Nicholson, adjutant, Seventh Cav- 
alry, to be captain. 

Torst Lieut. Fred Waldron Foster, Fifth Cavalry, to be captain. 

First Lieut. William 8 Brown, First Cavalry, to be captain. 

Second Lieut. William Thomas Littebrant, Tenth Cay , to 
be first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Matthew Calbraith Butler, jr., Fifth Cavalry, to 
be first lieutenant. : 

Second Lieut. Henry Anson Barber, First Cavalry, to be first 
lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Michael Mark McNamee, Third Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Richmond McAllister Schofield, Fourth Cavalry, 
to be first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Ralph Harrison, Second Cavalry, to be first lieu- 
tenant. 


Artillery arm. 
Lieut. Col. Alexander Cummings McWhorter Pennington, 
Fourth Artillery, to be colonel. 
Maj. Henry elius Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery, to be lieu- 
tenant-colonel. 


Capt. John Haskell Calef, Second Artillery, to be major. 
Capt. John Luke Tiernon, Third Artillery, to be major. 
Capt. James Madison Lancaster, Third Artillery, to be major. 


First Lieut. Robert Harmon Patterson, First Artillery, to be 
First: 
First Lieut. Oliver Ellsworth Wood, Fifth Artillery, to be cap- 


tain. 

First Lieut. Edwin Styles Curtis, Second Artillery, to be cap- 
tain. 

First Lieut. Edward Davis, Third Artillery, to be captain. 

First Lieut. J h Mark Califf, Third Artillery, to be captain. 

Second Lieut. William Lacy Kenly, Fourth Artillery, to be first 
lieutenant. ; 

Second Lieut. William George Haan, Fifth Artillery, to be first 
lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Sidney Sanzade Jordan, Fifth Artillery, to be first 
lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Walter Augustus Bethel, Fourth Artillery, to be 
first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Morris Keene Barroll, Second Artillery, to be 
first lieutenant. 

Infantry arm. 

Maj. Joseph Theodore Haskell, Twenty-fourth Infantry, to be 
lieutenant-colonel. 
TE BDk: Henry Hollingsworth Humphreys, Fifteenth Infantry, to 

major, 
Capt. Otis Wheeler Pollock, Twenty-third Infantry, to be 


jor. 
. Lieut. David Dawson Mitchell, adjutant, Fifteenth In- 


fantry, to be A bre 
First Lieut. red Bainbridge Johnson, Seventh Infantry, te 
be captain. 


First Lieut. Charles Byrne, Sixth Infantry, to be captain. 
First Lieut. William 


ph Abercrombie, Second antry, to 
be captain. 


First Lieut. William Augustus Nichols, quartermaster Twenty- 
third Infantry, to be captain, 
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de Lieut. Colville Penroe Terrett, adjutant, Eighth Infantry, 

captain. 

First Lieut. Nat Poyntz Phister, First 1 — 5 to be capa 
First Lieut. Alexis Rupert Paxton, Fifteenth Infantry, to 


ca 
Fast’ Lieut. Zerah Watkins Torrey, Sixth Infantry, to be 


ca 

Seeond Lieut. Edwin Victor Bookmiller, Second Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Alexander Ross Piper, Second Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Edward Thomas Winston, Fourteenth Infantry, 
to be first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Matt Ransom Peterson, Sixth Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Edwin Tuttle Cole, Eighth Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant. 
Second Lieut. William Allen Phillips, Twenty-second Infantry, 
to be first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. John Rodger Meigs Taylor, Seventh Infantry, to 
be first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut, George William Kirkman, First Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. Francis Edmond Lacey, jr., Tenth Infantry, to 
be first lieutenant. 
3 Lieut. Sydney Amos Cloman, First Infantry, to be first 

tenant. 

Second Lieut. Charles Crawford, Tenth Infantry, to be first 
lieutenant. 

Second Lieut. William Sidney Graves, Seventh Infantry, to be 
first lieutenant. 

Ordnance Department. 


Pcs ts Valentine McNally, ordnance storekeeper, to be ordnance 
eeper with the rank “of major. 


APPOINTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 


Medical Department—To be assistant surgeons, wae the rank of 
first lieutenant. 


Basil Hicks Dutcher, of New York. 

Leigh Austin Fuller, of New Jersey. 
Franklin Middleton Kemp, of New York. 
5 Skinner, of Minnesota. 
Carl Roger Darnall, of New Jersey. 
William Evans Richards, of Mississip 
Louis AEN Smith, of the District oft 
Marshall Morgan Cloud, of Kansas. 


To be post chaplain, 
The Rev. Leslie Richard Groves, of New York. 
Corps of Engineers—To be additional second lieutenants, 


1. Cadet Edwin Roy Stuart. 
2. Cadet George Matthias Hoffman, 


Artillery arm—To be additional second lieutenants, 


8. Cadet Harry Frederick Jackson. 
4. Cadet Robert Emmet Callan. 
5. Cadet William Harvey Tschappat. 
7. Cadet William Slann Guignard. 
9. Cadet Edwin Landon. 
11. Cadet Clarence Henry McNeil. 
. Cadet Joseph Powell Tracy. 
. Cadet Lloyd England. 
. Cadet James William Hinkley, jr. 
. Cadet Percy Myers Kessler. 
Cadet Johnson 
Cadet George Thomas Patterson. 
Cadet Frank Kerby Fergusson. 


Cavalry arm—To be second lieutenants, 


8. Cadet Eugene Postell Jervey, jr. 

. Cadet Le Roy Eltinge. 

Cadet John Buffalo Christian. 

. Cadet Thomas Ferrers Howard. 

. Cadet George Williams Moses. 

. Cadet Newton Dayidson Kirkpatrick. 
. Cadet Charles Ezra Stodter. 

. Cadet Alexander Macomb Miller, jr. 


To be additional second lieutenants, 


. Cadet Paul Reisinger. 

. Cadet Charles Bryant Drake. 

. Cadet Charles McKinley Saltzman, 
. Cadet John Morrison, jr. 
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88. Cadet Harry Ormiston Williard. 
85. Cadet Lucius Roy Holbrook. 

Cadet John Parsons Wade. 

. Cadet Elvin Belt Heiberg. 

Cadet Stephen Morris Kochersperger. 
. Cadet Ola Walter Bell. 

. Cadet Abraham Grant Lott. 
Cadet Edward Leonard King. 

. Cadet Samuel Field Dallam. 

. Cadet William Kelly, jr. 

. Cadet George Thomas ormen 
61. Cadet Charles Trumbull Boyd 

. Cadet Henry Charles White ead. 
Cadet William Dixon Chitty. 

. Cadet Alfred Eldrekin Kennington. 
71. Cadet Lanning Parsons. 

. Cadet Edward Percy Orton. 

. Cadet Robert Boyd Powers. 


Infantry arm—To be second lieutenants, 


6. Cadet Samuel Victor McClure. 

. Cadet Alga Prestina Berry. 

. Cadet Lucian Stacy. 

. Cadet Haydon Young Grubbs. 

. Cadet Celwyn Emerson Hampton. 
. Cadet Herschel Tupes. 

Cadet George Hener Shelton. 

. Cadet Isaac Newell. 


To be additional second lieutenants. 


Cadet Robert Morris Brookfield, 

Cadet Frank Homer Whitman. 

Cadet Francis Gurney Smith. (Since resigned.) 
Cadet Clarence Newcomb Purdy. 

Cadet Merch Bradt Stewart. 

Cadet Frederick Worthington Lewis. 

Cadet Charles Ernest Russell. 

Cadet Dennis Edward Nolan. 

Cadet James Newell Pickering. 

Cadet William Arthur Burnside. 

Cadet Duncan Norbert Hood. (Since resigned.) 
Cadet Reynolds Johnston Burt. 

Cadet Russell Creamer Langdon. 

Cadet Harry Herbert Tebbe 

Cadet Thomas Aloysius Wansboro. 

Cadet Houston Valle Evans. 

Cadet Arthur Raphael Kerwin. 

Cadet George Swazey Goodale. 

. Cadet Benjamin Minturn Hartshorne, jr. 

69. Cadet Frank Crandall Bolles. 


Cavalry arm. 


Lieut. Col. David Perry, Tenth Cavalry, to be colonel. 

RA John Morris Hamilton, First Cavalry, to be lieutenant- 
colon 

Maj. Theodore Anderson Baldwin, Seventh Cavalry, to be lieu- 
tenant-colonel. 

Capt. Edward Settle Godfrey, Seventh Cavalry, to be major. 

Capt. Albert Gallatin Forse, First Cavalry, to be major, 

First Lioni Edwin Parker Brewer, adjutant, Seventh Cavalry, 


to be bo capan 

2 ieut. Montgomery Davis Parker, Ninth Cavalry, to be 
captain. 

irst Lieut. Oscar James Brown, First Cavalry, to be captain. 
i Second Lieut. Charles Dudley Rhodes, Sixth Cavalry, to be first 

ieutenant. 
Second Lieut. Winthrop Samuel Wood, Tenth Cavalry, to be 

first lieutenant. 


ZSESERS 


o 


Infantry arm. 


Second Lieut. Frank Daniel Webster, Sixth Infantry, to be first 
Heutenant. 


INDIAN AGENT. 


Benjamin C. Ash, of Pierre, S. Dak., to be agent for the Indians 
of the * Brulé Agency, i in South Dakota. 


POSTMASTERS. 


David J. Bailey, jr., to be postmaster at Griffin, in the county 
of Spalding and State of Georgia. 

Salem H. Ford, to be postmaster at Owensboro, in the county 
of Daviess and State of Kentucky 

Frank Speasmaker, to be seri uter at London, in the county 
of Madison and State of Ohio. 

Robert A. Smith, to be eee. at St. Paul, in the county of 
Ramsey and State of Minnesota 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MONDAY, December 21, 1896. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. Cobpkx. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and 
approved. 
JOHN C. HOWE. 


Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of a private bill. It is a case in which 
great. injustice has been done; and I have been waiting during 
two 9 to get it up. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
WALKER] asks unanimous consent for the present consideration 
of the bill which will be read. 

The bill (H. R. 753) for the relief of John C. Howe was read, 
as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the 


be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay to the 1 representatives of John C. Howe, 
d , $86,907, out of any money in 


eceased. Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, the same being compensation in full for the use by the United Btates, 
to wit, in 66,907,313 cup-anvil cartridges, of the invention secured to John C. 
Howe and his assi by letters patent of the United 8 issued to him 
August 16, 1864, and No. 43851, d the entire term of said letters patent, 


as appears in the nee Tre 
cuit court for the distrie 
Porter, reported in volume 15 of the Federal „ at 256, and as fur- 
ther appears in the findings of fact made by Court of Claims, after full 
testimony and full hearing in Congressional case No. I. entitled F: etal. 
vs. The United States, heard on reference of the matter to said Court of 
Claims by the Committee on Claims of the Senate, under and pursuant to the 
act of March 3, 1883, commonly known as the Bowman Act, said findings of 
fact having been certified to Committee on Claims of the Senate by said 
court on the 26th day of April, 1889. 


Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. S. , lask unanimous 
consent to occupy a moment in stating the facts of this case. This 
invention was made in 1864. In 1868, long after the war, the Gov- 
ernment took possession of it and manufactured the quantity of 
cartridges mentioned in the bill (66,907,313). The ties who 
are interested in this claim spent very much more than $10,000 
in prosecuting their case through all the United States courts. 
They obtained decisions of the United States courts in their favor. 
They then presented the matter to the Senate, where it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. Favorable findings have been 
rendered by that committee; the bill has three times—in the Fifty- 
second, the Fifty-third, and the Fifty-fourth Congresses—received 
a unanimous report in its favor from the Senate committee; and 
it has passed the Senate twice. It was on our desk awaiting action 
in the l and the Fifty-third Congresses; but it has never 
been brought up. 

This is a case of very great hardship. Not only did Mr. Howe 
suffer the loss of his property, which was taken possession of by 
the Government, but these claimants have been compelled to 

nd between ten and twenty thousand dollars in establishing 

their rights; they are out of pocket that much money. If the 

House will indulge me a moment, I will read an extract from a 

letter which I have received from Mr. Causten Browne, of Boston, 
the counsel for these parties. Mr. Browne says: 

tter this morning from Perry, whois the principal party in inter- 

BB evil yg Howes daughter, and who lias por palat: 310.00 on the tans 


ce nus awn et. He says. 8 ‘ortune have ruined me to 
t 8 


These parties have been waiting for years in the hope of receiv- 
ing justice from the Congress of the United States. They have 
neglected other matters in which they might have earned support 
to give their attention to the prosecution of this claim. In 5 
as I think, they acted foolishly. If I had been their counsel, I 
would have told them to throw away this case before ever taking 
it to the courts. But they have expended their money in prose- 
cuting a just claim and now, in their old age, are in a condition of 
suffering and want. 

As I have said, the bill has been unanimously reported by three 
committees of the Senate; and it has also unanimousl 
reported by three committees of this House. It has twice 
the Senate, but up to this time we have been unable to have it 
brought before the House for action. I do ask that the bill be 
considered now. Either let it be defeated, if the claim is not a 
good one, or let it go through. : 

Mr. COX. As I understand, this is a Senate bill? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I desire to move to substi- 
tute for this the Senate bill, which has been again passed in this 


Senate. : 

Mr. COX. Has the bill been referred in this House toany com- | 
mittee? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. It has been favorably re- 


ported by the Committee on Claims, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, but it has not been reached in the 
Committee of the Whole. Let me say to my friend that the 
House bill is identical, word for word, with the Senate bill. The 
bill has been reported unanimously in three Congresses. I hope 
the pendensa will at any rate allow the bill to be considered now. 

The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? 

Mr. COLSON. I should like to hear the report of the commit- 
tee on this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Cotson] 
reserves the right to object, and calls for the reading of the 


report. 
“The report (by Mr. DENNY) was read, as follows: 


metallic center- and on August 16, 1864, a patent, No. 43851, was 
granted to him therefor. (A copy of the specification is annex d hereto.) 

In 1868 U: tates opted: out permission of Howe, and n 
to manufacture for its own use, also in some instances for sale, a 


cartridge then and since known in the service as the “cup-anvil” . 

Between 1868 and the date of Ka or Se Mowe parent, August 2, 

ety the United States manufactured 66,907,313 of these “cup-anvil” car- 
product was valued by the United States at $1,635,928.35. 


total 
Of this total product, the United States sold 5,721,818 and received in cash 
‘or same about $199,375.96, 


Howe was a mechanic and a poon man, residing in Worcester, Mass., and 
had no money to prosecute his m, 
His empl Forehand & Wadsworth, firearms 


ment, and they brought suit 
strict of Donnesticat 
Samuel W. 


8 el W. Porter ( 
t of the cup-anvil cartri: for the United States), to have the t 

Pf the patent and the fact 1 decided by a competent tribuna 
This suit was begun May 26, 1881. s; 

The United States defended the suit by its district attorney for the district 
of Connecticut, Hon. Chadwick, 
expenses of the defense. The 5 begun on April 11. 7 anj 
concluded on October 30, 1882, The proofs in defense fill a volume of 96 printe. 


athe case was argued orally and on printed briefs before Judge Nathaniel 
man. 

On February 10, 1883, the opinion of the court was rendered construing the 
patent, and finding that it was valid and had been infringed by the making 
of the “‘cup-anvil’ 5 

This opinion is reported in 15 Federal Reporter, page 256, under the name 
Forehand et al. vs. Porter. 

In or about December, 1883, Forehand & Wadsworth mted to the Sen- 
ate a memorial to Congress, setting forth the facts and praying for suitable 
compensation for the 5 

This memorial was. on ber 4, 1883, referred to the Committee on 
Claims of the Senate, and was by that committee, on January 9, 1884, referred 
ae Bowman Act of March 8, 1883, to the Court of Claims for findings 
of fact. 

In or about February, 1881. a petition was filed in the Court of Claims by 
Forehand & Wadswo' in pursuance of the reference to that court. The 
Attorney-General of the United States a general traverse and conducted 
aneven more elaborate defense on all the than had been made in the 
circuit court. The testimony in the case began on May 3, 1884, and ended on 
January 14, 1888. All the testimony in the case in the circuit court was stipu- 
lated into the case in the Court of In addition thereto other testimony 

and inclu the de 
President of the Union Metallic 


. Porter, master 
ohn E. Earle. ex- 

. Howe, subpoenaed; Col. J. M. Whitte- 
more, commandantat the Watervliet Arsenal, West Troy, N. Y., and Thomas 


and F. P. Dewees, 
heard for the defense. 
In November, 1888, the Court of Claims rendered its decision and made its 
findings of fact. A reargument was had on some of the issues 
orally and by printed briefs,and on April 8, 1889, the 
findings were confirmed and added to, The material substance 
ings is that the invention, as defined by the circuit court in Forehand vs. Por- 
ter (15 Fed. Rep., 256), was novel with Howeand was useful, and was 8 
by the makin; of the cup-anvil™ cartridges, and that a reasonable 1 far ty 
for the United States to pay for the infringement would be $66,907, or $1 per 


thousand. 
The findings and opinion of the Court of Claims were, on April 26, 1889, cer- 
said court to the Committee on Claims of the Senate. The d on 
decision is reported in volume 23, 


+ s 


tifled b 

and fin 

Court of 
* : 


The Government manufactured these to an amount valued at 
2 of which the United States sold 5.721.818 and received therefor 
pe sum of $199,375.96, the Government retaining the balance of 61,185,496 for 

own use. 

As the court has established the validity of the pent belo g to the 
claimant, and its infringement by the Government, he is entitled to a reason- 
able royalty for its use, and your committee recommend the passage of the 


Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Let me call the attention of 
my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Cox] to the fact that this claim 


are printed hereinafter. The 
ims Reports, page 477. 
* * * 


1896. 


has been uted through all the courts. It is not a case that 
has simply been before the Court of Claims only, as is the fact 
with many cases brought in; but these parties began suit in the 
United States court in Connecticut. and they obtained decisions in 
their favor all the way through. The various committees which 
have considered the case have unanimously reported in favor of 
the claim. If this claim is not to be paid, then there can never be 
‘a claim which ought to be paid. Iwant the case considered now. 
If it is to 5 2 let it be done, so that an end may be put to 
these nle’s long suspense. 

Mr. ILLIA A. STONE. What is the amount involved? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. A little less than $67,000. 
Eu it ought to be paid just as much as though it were only $6.07. 

Mr. CO. Let me ask the gentleman one question before con- 
sent is given for the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Let us have consent for its 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will first put the * Is 
there objection to the present consideration of the bill? 

Mr. COX. I object. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I certainly did not want to 
interrupt the gentleman, Mr. Speaker, and hope he will be given 

an opportunity to make his suggestion. I did not mean to cut 
him off, and hope he will be heard. Let him withdraw his objec- 
tion and ask such questions as he thinks necessary to a full and 
fair understanding of this matter. That is all I ask. I think he 
must have sere doula me, and hope he will go on now. 

Mr. COX. The very point that I wanted to ask the gentleman 

from Massachusetts was this: This claim passed through the com- 
mittee, and now the man is making an application the man Howe, 
or his heirs, the inventor—for this allowance; but, as I under- 
stand it, he has sold or transferred a very large interest in the 
invention, and the Court of Claims so finds. 

Now, I wanted to ask my friend from Massachusetts this ques- 
tion: If he was not in theemploy of the Governmentof the United 
States at the time that he made that invention? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. He was in the employ of 
the manufacturing firm of Forehand & Wadsworth, in the town 
where I live. I knew him, knew his wife and children. Further- 
more, the money that has been put into this claim for the pur- 
pore of prosecuting it by the man who claims here and by the 

of eee, Wadsworth is more than the amount that 
will be refunded to them if this allowance is made. That is to 
say, if the 867.000 is paid, taking the money already expended in 
rosecuting the claim before the varions courts and tribunals 
m 1881 to the present time, it will no more than refund the 
money and the interest these parties have actually paidout. The 
money is to be paid, if we award the claim, directly to Mr. Howe's 
heirs, and, as I have said, it will not be a great deal more for 
these people, aside from his daughter, than the amount they have 
already put in to prosecute the claim through the different tribu- 
nals up to the present time. 

Mr. COX. hisclaim involves something like $67.000, I believe? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Sixty-seventhousand nearly, 
or within a few dollars of it. 

Mr. COX. Theclaim has been in some way. or by some means, 
transferred to some one else. Now, what that paid for the 
claim is a matter that I think should enter materially into the con- 
‘sideration of the equities of the case. The amount so paid does 


not appear anywhere in the report. 
Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I can assure the gentle- 
man—— 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I would take the 
word of the gentleman from Massachusetts as quick as that of 
any other man in the world. But in voting the public money out 
of the Treasury I would like to know who is getting the benefit of 
the claim on which we are passing, for he knows and I know 
that men are buying these dais against the Government and 
sending them here for a 1 when often the amount of 
the claim is two or three hundred per cent more than what they 
id for it. Now, while I would do anything for my friend from 
husetts in the world that was within my power to do, I 
shall be compelled to interpose objection to the consideration of 
this clair until all of these facts are fully determined. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee objects. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I hope the gentleman from 
a will not object until he allows me to answer his ques- 

on. 

Mr. COX. Certainly not. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. This is not a speculative 
claim in any sense of the word. It is not a claim that has been 
sold. The facts are fully stated in the report, if the gentleman 
had heard the reading of it. 

Mr. Howe, the inventor, died in poverty. The firmof Forehand 
& Wadsworth failed. Mr. Forehand is on his fest again, and is 
‘worth some money. Mr. Wadsworth died in poverty, and the 


Mr. COX (continuing). 
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2777 who furnished the money to prosecute the claim, as much as 
0,000 or more, is alsoin poverty. These men who furnished the 
claimant the money to prosecute his claim did it from sympathy 
and a kindly feeling for him, and not for the purpose of making 
a ulation out of it, Their sympathies were excited in 
Mr. Howe's behalf, and e fog when it was ascertained that Mr. 
Howe's daughter did not have money enough to pay the funeral 
mses of father, which are still due. 
beg the gentleman not to object. 

Mr. COX. Iwill be glad to do anything for the gentleman 
from Massachusetts in my power 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I do not want anything done 
for me. It is only for this honest claimant that I ask the gentle- 
man’s consi tion. 

Mr. COX. Well, I do not want anything from the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, and I object. 
The SPEAKER. 5 is made. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I ask for the regular order. 

Mr. BAILEY. L hope the gentleman will withdraw that for a 
moment, as I wish to make a a a of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. ery well, I will withdraw it for 
the present. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President, by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secre- 
taries, announced that the President had approved and signed 
joint resolution of the following title: : 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 209) to pay the officers and employees of 
the Senate and House of Representatives their respective salaries 
for the month of December, 1896, on the 18th day of said month, 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled a bill (S. 2889) 
to aid and encourage the holding of the Tennessee Centennial Expo- 
sition at Nashville, Tenn., in the year 1897, and making an appro- 
priation therefore; when the Speaker signed the same. 


CAROLINE S. BAKER. 


Mr. BAILEY. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 2989) to increase the pension of Caroline 
S. Baker. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at $30 per month, subject 
to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Caroline S. 
Baker, widow of John Howard Baker, late assistant engineer, United States 
Navy, in lieu of the pension she is now receiving. 


Pi 3 Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

- Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Speaker, reserving the ri 

to object, 1 should like to hear the report read. ont 

Mr. BAILEY. Ican make a statement which I think will sat- 
isfy the gentleman. The husbandof this widow was ordered by the 
Government, while in the line of his duty, intoa Chinese port where 
cholera prevailed. Under these orders he went into the infected 
port, took the cholera, and died. Since her husband's death the 
widow has been drawing, under the law, $15 for herself and $2 for 
her child, making $17 for the widow and the child. During this 
time she has resided with her father, who recently died, and she 
is left with absolutely nothing except the $17 per month for herself 
and her child. 

If this woman’s husband had been in the employ of a private 
corporation and had lost his life under such circumstances, there 
is not a gentleman on this floor who, sitting as a juror, would not 
award her as damages a sum sufficient to yield more than this bill 
carries. l 

The SPEAKER. Isthere objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? , 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the right to object 
until I can inquire whether this bill has been reported from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. BAILEY. This bill for which I ask unanimous consent is 
a Senate bill. It passed the Senate unanimously, and a similar 


bill was rted unanimously by the House committee. 
cras zo : Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the 


3 gs no 3 2 

e was ordered to a third reading; and it was ingl 

read the third time, and SESE 
On motion of Mr. B. 


V, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


CONSTRUCTION OF CERTAIN BRIDGES, 


The SPEAKER. There aresome bridge bills which the gentle- 
man from Louisiana [Mr. OGDEN] desires to present. 
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Mr. OGDEN. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 1723) to approve and ratify the construction 


of a bridge over and across Caddo Lake, at Mooringsport, La., by 
the Kansas City, Shreveport and Gulf Railway Company. 

The bill was read. It provides that the construction by the 
Kansas City, Shreveport and Gulf Railway Company, a corpora- 
tion duly organized under the laws of the State of Louisia iana, of 
the bridge over Caddo Lake, at the village of Mooringsport, La., 
approved and ratified, subject to certain stipulations and con- 

ons. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. OGDEN. Mr. Speaker, I also ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill (S. 1724) authorizing the Kan- 
sas City, Watkins and Gulf Railway Company to construct and 
maintain a bridge across the Black River, in Louisiana. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, is this a bill presented 
by the same member who presented the other? 

The SPEAKER. This is another bridge bill, presented by the 
same gentleman who presented the other. 

The bill was read. It provides that the Kansas City, Watkins 
and Gulf Railway Company, a corporation created and existin; 
under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Louisiana, be, an 
is, authorized to construct and maintain a bridge across Black 
River, in the State of Louisiana, at such point suitable to the 
interests of navigation as may hereafter be selected by said rail- 
wa company for crossing said river with its railroad line. 

he SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. OGDEN. Mr. Speaker, I also ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill S. 1725. 

. WILLIAM A. STONE. I call for the regular order. 


IMMIGRATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will present the following business 
on the Speaker’s table. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 7864) amending the immigration laws of the United States. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That section 1 of the act of March 3, 1891, in amendment 
of the immigration and contract-labor acts, be, and hereby sap as OE by 
adding to the classes of aliens thereby excluded from admission to the United 


States the following: All male persons between 16 and 60 years of age who 
can not both read and write the lish 8 or somè other language. 
ereafter admitted to, this coun- 


But no parent of a person now livin, or hi 
shall t be excluded because of his nabili to read and write. 


SEC. 2. That the provisions of the act of March 3, 1893, to facilitate the 


$ alien who resides or retains his 

home in a foreign country to enter tho United States for the p 
ging in any mechanical trade or manual labor within the borders 

while residing or retaining his home in a foreign country: i That the 


rey of the 3 may permit aliens to come into and enter this 
country tor the purpose of teac new arts or industries, under such rules 
and tions as he may provide, 


SC. 4. That it shall be unlawful for any person, ership, company, or 
corporation knowingly toemploy in = mi trade or manual labor in 
the United States any alien who resides or retains his home in a foreign 
country: Provided, t the provisions of this act shall not appl to the em- 

loyment of sailors, deck hands, or other employees of vessels of the United 
—.— or railroad train n sg oer as 8 e se rakeinen 8 
men, or men, whose duties require pass over the frontier 

to reach erpai Be of their runs. 


Src. 5. That it shall be unlawful for any alien to enter the United States, 


except subjects of the Dominion of Canada and other American countries, 
2 t at the places where the United States maintain an immigrant inspec- 


on A 

Sxc. 6. That any violation of the provisions of this act shall be deemed a 

misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not exceeding or by imprisonment 

for the term of not exceeding one year, or both such fine and imprisonmen 
the discretion of the co That all persons convicted under section 3 
act be deported to the country from whence they came. 

Sec. 7. That this act shall take effect three months after its passage. 


The amendments of the Senate were read, as follows: 


Page 1, line 7, e out all after following:“ down to and inclu line 
7, page 3, and rr: persons over 16 years of age who can not and 
write the language of their native country or some other lan ; butan 
admissible immigrant over such age of 16 years may bring in with orsend 


constru 

but one language. and the immigrant may designate the language in which 
he prefers the test shall be mad 

said slips from the box and read, and afterwards 


one of ite out, in full 


view of the immigration officers, the five lines printed thereon. Each slip 
shall be returned to the box immediately after the test is finished, and the 
contents of the box shall be shaken up by an inspection officer before another 
dra’ is made. Noimmigrant f. to read and write out the slip thus 
drawn by him shall be admitted. but he be returned to the country from 
which he came at the expense of the steamship or railroad company which 
brought him, as now provided by law. The inspection officers ll keep in 
each box at all times a full number of said printed pasteboard slips, and in 
the case of each excluded immigrant shall keep a certified memorandum of 
= baumo of the slip which the said immigrant failed to read or copy out 
g” 

Page 3, after line 7, insert: 

“SEC. 2. This act shall not apply to persons arriving in the United States 
from any port or place in the d of Cuba during the continuance of the 
present disorder there: Provided, That such persons have heretofore been 
inhabitants of that island.” 


Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I move that this bill be re- 
committed to the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization, 
I make this motion with the consent and at the request of some 
members of the committee; and I desire to say that if it should 
precipitate debate I would like to be heard in support of the 
motion. 

Mr. DANFORD. A parliamentary inquiry. Will a motion 
to nonconcur in the Senate amendments and agree to the confer- 
ence asked be in order, either as an amendment to or as a substi- 
tute for the motion of the gentleman from Missouri? 

The SPEAKER. The motionisin order; but the vote will have 
to be taken on the motion to refer to the committee. 

Mr. DANFORD. I make that motion—to nonconcur in the 
Senate amendments and agree to the conference. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, there is no previous 

penon ordered, and I should like to be heard for a moment on 
motion. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Missouri desire to 
be heard now? 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. It is immaterial to me, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Let the gentleman first be heard, 
and then I desire to be heard. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. How much time have I? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. We are not limited. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has an hour. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Speaker, this bill is what is commonly 
known as the immigration bill. It passed the House last summer 
in a shape which seemed satisfactory all around, It was a com- 

romise measure, and it was framed upon the principle of the 
lden Rule. The extremists for restriction upon the one side 
were told that if they refused to accept this compromise measure 
it might result in no legislation at all upon the subject, and they 
acquiesced in the action of the House. On the other hand, there 
were those who claimed that restriction is not liberty—who held 
and now hold that the right of asylum on American soi! should 
not be denied to anyone except those already barred by existing 
laws. The majority of our adopted citizens belong to the class 
who hold these views. And who will deny that their sentiments 
in this respect are 1 and uprightly American and in 
accord with those of the founders of the Republic? But they 
were told and I was one of those who imparted the information 
to them—that they had to choose between the House bill and some 
harsher or more stringent measure; and so these ‘people, a very 
large class, also acquiesced in the House bill; and I stood here 
upon this floor advocating the passage of that bill for the p 
of „ more stringent and more harsh legislation on the 
subject. 
this. Mr. Speaker, was before the election which resulted 
in such a glorious victory for sound money and Republican prin- 
ciples. ere is not one on this side of the Chamber, and per- 
haps no one within the sound of my voice, who can justly den 
that that great victory was largely due to the loyalty, the soun 
sense, and the conservatism of our a citizens, who, almost 
irrespective of , voted for sound money, protection, and 
McKinley, thereby turning the scales in more than half a dozen 
States—in Ohio, in Illinois, in Wisconsin, in Michigan, in Iowa, 
in Minnesota, and even in old Kentucky. i 

I should not refer to this fact now, Mr. Speaker, if it had not a 
direct bearing upon this question of immigration. The advocates 
of harsh measures of restriction of immigration never fail to 
point to the ignorant foreign vote as a justification of their - 
tion. It was said in the Senate, and it was repeated in the House 
last summer, that immigration wasa growing danger to the insti- 
tutions of our country, and the great centers of popunio were 
ponies out as an especial source of peril. But the result of the 

ast election, Mr. Speaker, was a refutation of these assertions ag 
complete as any patriot could wish for. All the large cities, all 
the counties, all the States in which the foreign vote forms a con- 
siderable element of strength voted against repudiation and for 
the nation’s honor, and instead of endangering the life of the 
Republic, the presence of these foreign-born citizens helped mate- 
rial W if not decisively, to save it. 

ith the permission of the House, I wish in this connection to 
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print some editorials of leading American newspapers which 
readily concede this fact. One of them,from the New York 
Evening Post, I ask time for the Clerk to read. It bears directly 
on the connection between immigration and election results. 
The Clerk read as follows: ‘ 
[The New York Evening Post, November 9, 1896.] 


It is already clear that the demand for severe restrictions be 8 1 foreign 
tion made by some uneasy ome in the East will receive less su 


Scan 
one-tenth English, Scotch, and Welsh, nearly all of which races 
voted solidly for sound money. Those people who fear that the nation is 
being ruined by “the ignorant foreign vote“ should read with attention this 
tribute to that vote on the morning of election day by the Iowa State Regis- 
ter, the leading Republican N of its State: 

“The question has often come to us, What would become of the cause of 
sound money, which we consider absolutely vital to honesty and honor and 
the 8 it it were not for the Germans, the Gcandionvians, the Scotch- 
Trish, and the Irish who follow in the footsteps of leaders like Archbishop 
Treland, the Welsh, the French, the Hebrews, nearly all of whom haye come 
to this country in years more or less recent? Every man who has observed 
the trend of politics must concede that these elements are nine-tenths, or 


paren’ ; of 
dinavians, 


and more 


seven-tenths, for sound 8 inst debased currency, against repudi- 

ated de and for national in’ gry. We can not let this campaign come to 

ö a ous acknowledging the debt America this year owes to those of 
ore: rth.” 


Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. S er, I have a vast number of edi- 
torials of similar tenor from the New York Sun, from the St. Louis 
* Globe-Democrat, the mene Be ublican newspaper of the West, 
and other reputable journals, which I shall print in the RECORD, 
with the permission of the House. They are as follows: 
[St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, Friday morning, November 13, 1898.) 
THE FOREIGN VOTE. 


A feature of the recent election that merits general attention is the fact 
that the foreign-born citizens generally voted in favor of the gold standard 
and against the various follies and wickednesses of Bryanism. The States in 
which this element is stron gave the ert 3 for McKinley, 
while those in which it counts for least gave orities the other way. There 
is little or no foreign population in the South, where the preponderance was 
heaviest for Bryan, and the percentages in the Western States that he car- 
ried are among the smallest in the country. The Germans and the Scandi- 
navians were Ae y solid for sound money, casting more than 500.000 
votes on that side, which would have reversed the result in several States if 

ey been cast for free silver. Ina relative vy the same is to be said 
of other nationalities. The f. of cheap money d not lead them astray; 
the proposition to make debts er to pay by e the process of repu- 
diatlon did not capture them. They did not take y to the idea of pro- 
moting prosperity by reducing w: and destroying values; and so, with- 
out to former partisan affiliations, they went to the polls and helped 
to overthrow the aps at) ae eh eg and ticket. 

The lesson of this manifestation is obvious and important. We give our- 
selves a good deal of trouble from time to time about the foreign vote, and 
the probabilities of mischief that it involves; but we have here a striking 
proot that such apprehensions are not well founded. It is not true, as the 
result of the late election plainly shows, that the foreign-born voters consti- 
tute a force that can readily be used by demagogues and fanatics for the 
accomplishment of wild and evil purposes. These people bring with them 
from their native countries certain traits of integrity and morality and cer- 
tain sentiments of respect for established principles and institutions which 
make them good citizens and careful voters. ere are ists and an- 
archists among them, to be sure, but the proportion of such persons is 
small. The t 8 them are honest, sensible, and patriotic, and 
can be trusted to do the right thing in all emergencies. It is the native-born 
element that furnishes most of the recruits for movements of a fantastic 
and dangerous kind in our politics. The free-silver craze was not imported 
from Europe. It originated in the minds of Americans, and was most prev- 
alent in localities where the foreign vote was the lightest. This is worth 
thinking about, as an assurance that the Republic is not in the danger that 
we are sometimes told from the presence of citizens who happen to have 
been born across the sea. 


[The New York Evening Post, November 6, 1896.] 
NATIVE AND FOREIGN BORN, 


Nine of the forty-five States of the Union lie within the region pierced by 
the Rocky Mountain range or west of those mountains. ey are for the 
most thinly settled, having in 1890 a total 10 ulation of only 2.814. 400, or 
less than 5 per cent of the 62,116,811 in the whole forty-five, although they 
have an abnormal proportion of the electoral votes out of 447. or about 
one-twelfth. These 36 votes are so divided between the two candidates as to 

ve Bryan a seniority. of 10 or of 4, according as Wyoming shall prove to be 

or or him. 

This side of the eastern foothills of the Rockies lie 96 States, of which 22 are 
north of the Potomac and Ohio rivers, and 14 below that line—counting Mis- 
souri with the South, as it has always been in political affiliations, and the 
adjoining State of Kansas with the North, as it has been since the slavery 
issue was raised until that issue was peat by Populism. The Northern 
States have 38,295,423 people, and 263 electoral votes; the Southern, cng 
8 and 148 electoral votes. These Northern States are solid for McKin- 

ley, with the exception of Nebraska, and possibly South Dakota; the 
Southern ones solid for Bryan, except West Virginia and Kentcky. 

Among the various points of difference between these two groups of States 
is one which is seldom thought of, but which is brought into bold relief by 
the results of the recent election. The South is ny a native section, 
the white population of many States being almost exclusively the descend- 
ants of the early settlers. e North is nearly half of foreign birth, with 
many States in which that element constitutos STAKO majority of the people. 

The last census gives the number of persons whose parents, one or both, 
were foreign born, which is a much fairer test than that of native or foreign 
birth. For the South the whites alone are now to be ered, as the ne 
vote has nowhere turned the scales oroe in Kentucky. For this ing 8 
moreover, we disregard 5 est Virginia, which have gone for 
McKinley. Taking the other States in that section, we find that the whites 
have among them only about 1 per cent of people of foreign parentage in 


North Carolina; between 3 and 4 in South Carolina, Georgia. and Te: 
in V. Alabama, 


and between 4 and 5 Mississippi, and Arkansas. 
Florida there is a large element of Cubans; in Louisiana, 

one city in the Sou 
many Mexicans have d 
able German ulation. the ratio in these 
15 per cent in Florida, 10 in Texas, and 26in Louisiana. In the section, as a 
whole, the foreign vote is yery small, and in no one of these last three States 


has drawn many foreign ts; and in 
across the Rio Grande, and there is a consider- 


has it ever been a controlling element. 
On the other hand, in the North we have in New ‘land persons of fore 
1 from about 23 per cent of the population in Maine 
50 in husetts and 59 in Rhode Island: New York about 57, New 
Jersey 50. and Pennsylvania 37; while west of the Alleghanies the only States 
with a relatively proportion are Indiana, with about 21, 20. 
and 28. Everywhere else the ratio is la: and in some States very 
groa: about 35 per cent in Ohio, 43 in Nebraska, come, in Ilinois, 55 in 
jc nesota, and 79 in 


higan, 61 in South Dakota, 74 in Wisconsin, 76 in M 
North Dakota. : 
The salient fact about the recent election from this point of view is that 
the almost entirely native South went overwhelmingly wrong on the burning 
issue, while the largely fo -born North went even more overwhelmingly 
right. From the Atlantic to the Missouri River there was not a break in the 
McKinley column. New York, more than half foreign, are McKinley about 

000 more votes than Bryan; Ilinois, half 3 45,000 majority for 
McKinley in a vote two-thirds as large as New York's; Wisconsin, nearly 
three-fourths Toron about 100,000 majority in a total vote only about a 
quarter as as New York's. 

Moreover, the State which makes the poorest showing of all the great 
States east of the Missouri River is the one which has the smallest fore 
element. Indiana has only about 21 per cent of people with foreign paren’ 
and its majority for sound money is 22,000, while Iowa, with nearly 

r cent, gives a ority of about 72,000. Indeed, it is not too much to say 
Rat but for its foreign vote Indiana would have gone for free coinage; since 
nearly three-fourths of its 1 are Germans, Scandinavians, lish, 
and tch, who voted overwhelmin ly for sound money. The most hope- 
lessly wrong State in the whole North is Kansas, which has not only chosen 
reid ee electors, but has also elected a Populist le ture, a Popu! State 
ticket, and a Junya yho will make the majority of the supreme court 1 
list; and Kansas less than 28 per cent of foreigners among her population. 
North Dakota has more than 79 per cent, and North Dakota has rejected 
Populism in every form, National and State. 

ut the m test of the foreign element is afforded in Missouri. 
Asa whole, that State has about 26 per cent of ple of foreign paren’ „of 
whom nearly half are found in Louis, where they number 304,773, or 
almost exactly two-thirds of the whole 451,770. The foreign metropolis of 
Missouri went for sound money by a largs 2 the remainder of the 
State, with only 363,453 foreigners out of 2,076,688, gave free coinage a still 
larger majority; so that it was the native Americans whocarried it the wrong 


way. é 

Wo have had a school of writers and ersin this country who for years 
have lamented the threatened destruction of our institutions by “ the igno- 
rant foreign vote.“ We trust that these people will have their eyes opened 
to the true state of things by the revelations as to native ignorance and 
foreign good sense made by the returns of the recent election. 


[The New York Sun, November 20, 1896.] 
THE “ALIEN” AND THE FLAG’S HONOR. 


To a correspondent who seems to share 8 er RrEp's singular notion 
that Bryanism and repudiation found their strongest support among Ameri- 
can citizens of eee or, as the Speaker states it, that we have tried 
to assimilate those m abroad too rapidly, and that,in offering them so 
poon an asylum against oppression, we have run some risk of oppression 

y alien ideas ourselves,” we have only this to say: 

The popora of foreign-born to native population in the whole count: 
is about 15 to 8; exactly, the percentages by the last census are 14.77 RA 


Twenty-three States went for McKinley and honest money, several of 
them so doing under the direct inspiration of Mr. REED’s persuasive elo- 
quence; and these twenty-three states the percentages of foreign-born 
people are as here shown: 


Maine 11.9 | Ohio 12.51 
New Ham 19.21 | Indiana 6. 67 
Vermont 13.26 | Minois. 22.01 
chusetts 29.35 | Michigan 25.97 
Rhode Island. - 30.77 Wisconsin 80. 78 
Connecticut -... - 24.60 Minnesota 35. 90 
New York... - 26.19 6 16.95 
New Jersey - 22.77 | North Dakota. 44.58 
Pennsylvania - 16.08 | Oregon 18.27 
laware .... - 7.81 A 30. 32 
F. 1606 Ta 
est S — 2 ( A E 19.92 
Kentucky a EN 3. 19 


Twenty-two States voted for Bryan and repudiation, and in those States 
the percentages of foreign-born people were as below: 


Alabama.. 
Mississippi. 
Louisiana 


[Westliche Post (Rep.), St. Louis, Mo., December 19, 1898.] 
The worst kind of a Christmas present for the adopted citizen would be an 
illiberal immigration law. 
While the Anglo-American press has thus dissuaded Congress 
from passing any more stringent measures than passed by the 
the German e of the country, espe- 


House last summer, 
cially the Republican papers, now e immunity from such 
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legislation as a well-earned right, and threaten to make their 

future support of Republican principles depend upon our action 

on this matter. Am I right, then, in asking my es to go 

Peeta pe aginean Naa ara var paced clean 
their lo s so nobly 0 , our 

— a moderation of even the House bil; instead of 

to make its provisions more stringent aud 

is means that we announce to the country and 


materially affected by this bill, and yet oppose it, is a proof that 
their opposition is inspired not by self-interest, but by principle, 
and therefore deserves more consideration at our han 

Now, what are theseamendments? In thefirst place, the House 
bill exempted all females from the educational test. The Senate 
bill subjects to it every Irish and German and Swedish servant 

irl. The first result will be a large decrease in the immigration 
of female domestics, and a later consequence will be that we shall 
have a famine of domestic servants in this country, there being 
from seven to ten 5 for each new arrival. I for one 
can notsee why the educational test should be applied to a servant 
girl coming into this country, while on the other hand I do know 
that there is a great lack of domestic servants in all the large 
cities, for the reason that our American girls fer to into 
factories and workshops and stores rather than into the kitchen. 
We are absolutely dependent upon the supply of domestic servants 
coming from abroad, and therefore I think the House bill was wise 
in exempting female immigrants from the educational test. 
- Another Senate amendment provides that— 


All persons over 16 years of age who can not read and write the lan 
of their native country or some other language shall be excluded, except that 
the wife or parent or child of an admissible immigrant, not so able to read 
and write, may accompany or be sent for by such t. 


Now, what — that 5 As ew what ed rae ee 
immigrant is, but do we not wi ive the same right acco 
to an admissible immi t to a resident i igrant or to a citi- 
zen of this country? is amendment says no about such 
cases, so that in many instances a citizen of this country who 
desires to bring over his relatives from abroad will be unable to do 
so because, if they are unable to read and write, they will not be 
allowed to land here. 

Mr. Speaker, does not this alone show that the bill is im ? 
Does it not show that it requires amendment? I claim, > 
that we do not know what the effect of such a provision as this 
will be. The House bill as passed was a complete and perfect 
measure. We were absolutely certain as to the effect of each one 
of its features and lines, but here is an amendment the effect of 
which even those who are thoroughly conversant with the subject 
are unable to predict. 

My idea is that this amendment ought to be referred to the 
Bureau of Immigration, with a request for a report upon its prob- 
able effect. This matter can not be settled in conference, my 
friends. There is no time in conference to settle such questions, 
Provisions of this kind are not like those merely provi for an 

nditure of money. They cut 2 into the most delicate 
ee wer of family, of society, and of life, and therefore I think 
we should act very conservatively in considering such legislation. 

Another amendment provides the test that is to be applied and 
says that every immigrant shall be required to read and write five 
lines of the Constitution of the United States. Just think of an 
Irish or a German servant girl standing upon Ellis Island and read- 

and writing the Constitution of the United States! In my 
ju ent, Mr. Speaker, this ought to be left to the executive 
officers of the Government to regulate, and should not be included 
inthis bill. Everyone knows that the Constitution contains words 
that even we do not fully understand. Take a foreigner, an 

i t—how can he be expected to read and write those diffi- 
cult words which perhaps he has never seen in his life before? 
If anything else were en as the test—the Bible, a good novel, 
any standard work—there would be less objection to it, but the Con- 
stitution is the most difficult document for an immigrant to read 
and write and understand. Again, Mr. Speaker, imagine an 
immigrant reading these lines contained in the Declaration of 
Independence: 


He has prevented the tion of these States and has failed to encourage 
qnessures for the patel ac,“ of foreigners. 
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Imagine, I say, a foreigner reading these lines. What must he 
think? Will he not be forced to the conclusion that we, in this 
day, are deviating from the ideas that inspired the fathers and 
that inspired their Declaration of Independence? Almost any- 
thing else would be better than such a test as this bill proposes.’ 

Another amendment of the Senate provides that Cuban refugees 
shall be exempted from the provisions of thelaw. In other words, 
an ignorant negro can come from Cuba to our shores and, upon 
the plea that 9 be admitted, and thereby 1 
to a higher level than sturdy laboring man coming from Ire- 
land, or the honest immigrant from Germany. 

Mr. Speaker, I protest against such a discrimination. These 
matters can not be patched up in conference, and this is the rea- 
son, Mr. Speaker, that I moye a recommittal of this bill to the 
Committee on i ion. Since the Senate has requested this 
conference, the bill will retain its pri character, and conse- 

uently can come up at any time. For that reason, Mr. S er, 

ere is no danger that a sati bill will not be The 
committee, after considering this measure, cau report it back to 
the House, and the House can pass it within three weeks —soon 
after our reassembling in January. 

Just one remark more I desire to make. By referring this mat- 
ter to the conference we put the responsibility upon the shoulders 
of our honored Speaker, who must appoint the conference com- 
mittee. This is a very ticklish question—a very knotty problem. 
I would rather see the House assume the responsibility of this 
matter. For these reasons, Mr. Speaker, I have made my motion. 

I reserve the remainder of my time for the purpose of answer- 
ing any questions which may be put. 0 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I want the House to 
understand thoroughly the exact status of this proposition. The 
bill which passed the House with amendments went over to the 
Senate and was there amended in several particulars. It comes 
back from the Senate very much changed, with a request upon the 

of the Senate that acommittee of conference shall be appointed 

y the House, the Senate having appointed its conferees. The 
motion of the gentleman from Missouri Mr. BaRTHOLDT] is to 
refer this bill to the House Committee on igration. e mo- 
tion of the 3 from Ohio [Mr. Danrorp], who is also a 
member of the Committee on Immigration, is to nonconcur in the 
Senate amendments and agree to the conference. 

All discussion on the merits of this bill as it left the Senate or 
the House is wholly immaterial now, for the reason that any 
objectionable features in the measure may be changed in the com- 
mittee of conference. The simplereason why the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. DANFORD] makes the motion to nonconcur at once and 
consent to the conference is to save time and get the bill before 
the conference committee immediately, so that we may have some 

ossible hope of ing an immigration bill during this Congress, 

ing the last Congress the House passed an immigration bill. 
It went over to the ate, where it was changed as radically as 
that body has changed the present bill. It was delayed from time 
3 the result that that Congress passed no immigration 
a 

Now, both political parties have declared for further restriction 
of immigration, and have declared that the test should be what is 
known as the educational or intelligence test. This is nota political 
measure at all. It is neither Republican nor Democratic. It is a 
measure aimed wholly at the eral good of the whole country. 
Both ies have declared in favor of such a measure. What I 
want is that an immigration bill shall be passed during this Con- 

ess. If this bill goes to the Immigration Committee of the 

ouse, and the Commissioner-General of Immigration is sent for 
to give his views on the subject, it may be necessary for that gen- 
tleman to take another trip to Europe before he can submit his 
views. Wereconvene hereon the 5th day of January. There will 
then be left only two months for the work of this Congress, and 
during that time there will come up many measures of great 
moment. In my judgment, it will be the death knell of any 
immigration bill at this Congress to refer it to the House com- 


mittee. 

I do not question the good intentions of the House committee, 
I do not 8 the good intentions of the chairman of that com- 
mittee. Nor have I any idea that the committee would purposely 
delay the measure. But according to the gentleman's own state- 
ment we shall gain three weeks by at once referring the bill toa 
conference committee. 

Now, what is the purpose in referring it to the House Commit- 
tee on Immigration? Under the rules, the Speaker will in all 
probability pursue the same course in the appointment of the 
conference committee on this matter that he usually pursues in 
reference to all these matters. He will appoint two members of 
the majority side of the House, and one of the minority side. 
The Senate has already appointed its conferees—Senators LODGE, 
CHANDLER, and FAULKNER. These six conferees can get together 
to-morrow, if they will, and do the work they have todo. They 
can reconcile the objections to the bill as amended by the Senate, 
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if there are any; and can bring usa bill which we can pass. And 


when we have done that, we have done what both the great palit- 
ical parties have promised the people of this country to do. 

I am not here making objections to the amendments of the Sen- 
ate; nor am I here advocating them. They are notat all in issue 
at this time. Ably as the gentleman from Missouri has discussed 
them, their merits and demerits are wholly irrelevant to the 
present question. The simple question is whether we shall pur- 
sue the most direct road to the result which we all profess to want, 
or whether we shall open up the 5 not taking any ac- 
tion on this subject and not ing any bill at all during this 
Congress. For these reasons, I most earnestly hope that the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Missouri (although he is chairman of 
this committee) may be voted down, and that the motion of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. DANFORD], whois next in rank on the 
committee to the chairman, may be adopted, so that the bill shall 
be sent at once to aconference committee. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Will the gentleman allow me a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Les, sir. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Will the gentleman inform the House 
whether the sections in the original bill are substantially the 
same as the existing law relative to immigration? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. No, sir; they are not. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Then these sections are to be abandoned 
by this amendment of the Senate, are they? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. There are no sections in the original 
law which fix an educational test. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. No, sir; but in sections 2, 3, and 4 of 
the bill which passed the House there are certain provisions—— 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Is the gentleman referring to the House 

ill? 


Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The gentleman is speaking of the 
bill as it originally the House? 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I supposed he was referring to 
the existing law. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. The sections to which I have just 
referred contain several provisions other than those with regard 
to the educational test. Are those to be abandoned and the edu- 
cational test alone substituted for the House bill? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. That I can not say. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. If the Senate amendment is adopted, is 
not that the effect? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Yes, that is the effect. It strips 
the bill, as I understand it—and the gentleman from Missouri 

. BARTHOLDT] can correct me if I misstate the matter—it will 
strip the bill, as I understand it, of all its restrictive features save 
and except the educational test. 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania will per- 
mit me a moment, I do not find this bill in print, but I take the 
copy of the bill as I find it on the Speaker’s table, and I desire to 
ne im a question with reference to it. 

I notice the House bill has this language: 

That section 1 of the act of March 3, 1891, in amendment of the immigra- 
tion and contract-labor acts, be, and hereby is, amended 3 to the 


of aliens thereby excluded from ad: on to the United States the 


classes 
following: All male F nok moray between 16 and 60 years of age who can not both 
read and write the 


nglish ances orsome other language. Butno t 
of a person now living in, or hereafter admitted to, country be 
excluded because of his inability to read and write. 


The Senate provision strikes that out and provides that— 


All persons over 16 years of who can not read and write the langage of 
their native country, or some other la: „shall be excluded; but an admis- 
sible immigrant over 16 years may bring in with him or send for his wife or 

ent or grandparent or minor child or 3 notwithstanding the 
bility of: such relative to read and write as aforesaid. 

Now, as I understand the Senate amendment, a foreigner might 
have been naturalized here, and yet he can not send for his parent, 
or grandparent, or wife, or minor child, provided such person so 
sent for is unable to 8 with that provision of the law. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT, nder the Senate amendment, that is 


correct. 

Mr. CANNON. If that is correct, I am clearly against this 
prep e and I think the House bill in that respect is decidedly 

referable. 
x But, Mr. Speaker, if legislation be desirable on the subject at 
all, I can not see any objection to sending it to a committee of 
conference. Because it is quite competent for the House, in that 
event, first to instruct the House conferees. It is also quite com- 
petent for the House to vote down or refuse to adopt the report of 
the conference committee, and thereby defeat legislation. Or it 
is quite competent for the conferees to report back a disagree- 
ment and take the sense of the House i ay the question. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Certai 85 > 

Mr. CANNON. So that, if legislation be desired at all, it is well 


gougn, it seems to me, that this should go to a conference com- 


I make these remarks for the reason that I can not believe that 
the House conferees will assent to the Senate amendment; at least 
without very serious modification. 

Mr. WI A. STONE. They will not, Iam satisfied. The 
House conferees can not agree to it. - 

I 185 three minutes to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dan- 
FORD]. 8 

Mr. DANFORD. Mr. Speaker, the proposition to send this ques- 
tion back to the House Committee on Immigration simply means 
that we are to have no legislation by this Con on the subject. 

Already the Committee on Rules have provided business for at 
least two weeks after the recess, The appropriation bills have the 
right of way in the House at all times, and unless this bill is sent 
to a vote by the nearest road—that is, sent to a committee of con- 
ference, where these questions at issue can be fairly discussed and 
dealt with, and where the differences between the House and Sen- 
ate can be adjusted—in my opinion there is no hope for legislation 
by the Congress upon the question at all. 

The House committee spent nearly three months on this subject, 
investigating the immigration question and maturing a bill. The 
bill was satisfactory to the committee; they so reported to the 
House—I believe unanimously—and has m amended, and 
amended materially, in the Senate. It seems to me that the usual 
way, and the proper way, to settle the differences between the two 
Housesis bya conference. The Senate bill passed that body with 
but 10 dissenting votes. The House bill passed the House by a 
yery large majority. Itseems to me that this bill ought to go to 
a conference committee, and that we ought to reach something in 
the way of legislation in this Congress on the subject, and not defer 
it to another Co and a future time. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I yield now to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. MCCALL]. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. er, I think it is 
important for the House to consider for a minute the situation of 
this measure. In the first place, the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. BaArRTHOLDT] moves to have this whole matter recommitted 
to the Committee on Immigration. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Danrorp] then mo that we nonconcur in the Senate 
amendment and assent to the Senate request for a conference on 
the disagreeing votes on the bill. 

It is entirely immaterial to consider whether we will agree with 
the Senate amendments or not. If the House shall vote to non- 
concur in the amendments for the time being and ee to the 
conference, it has precisely the same effect as if the bill were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Immigration and the committee should 
report to the House the recommendation to nonconcur in the 
amendments. The great advantage of having this bill go imme- 
diately to conference and having it decided over referring it to the 
Committee on Immigration is most apparent. The reports of 
the Committee on Immigration are not privileged. If we refer this 
matter to that committee, and that committee, after one week or 
three weeks, or immediately, report it back to the House, their 


rt has no privilege whatever. 
r. BARTHOLDT. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
a question? 


r. McCALL of Massachusetts. I will, with pleasure. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. I desire, for the information of my friend 
from Massachusetts [Mr. MCCALL] and the House, to read the 
rule which has reference to this matter: 

When a bill comes back with Senate amendments requiring considera- 
tion in Committee of the Whole, the bill and amendments thereupon are 
referred to the committee barita Fagin of the subject. If the Senate 


ager ger? their amendments a request for a conference, this endows 
the with privilege in all its subsequent stages. 


Consequently, if you refer this bill to the Committee on Immi- 
ation, it retains its privileged character, according to this rule, 


my 5 ent. 

The PEAKER, The Chair thinks he ought to say that he has 
had that rule under consideration subsequently, and is not satis- 
fied with its soundness. The matter having been mentioned he 
feels obliged to say so, such being the fact. That is the way the 
matter stands. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. I desire to call attention to the fact that 
that ruling was made in the Fifty-first Congress. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is quite well aware of that. That 
is another misfortune connected with it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me 
that the statement of the Chair disposes of the position of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. BARTHOLDT]. If this matter is referred 
to the Committee on Immigration, it certainly is problematical 


whether it retains any privilege; and this thing is certain, that if 
this House votes to nonconcur and assents to the request of the 
Senate for a conference, and conferees are appointed on the part 
of the House by the Speaker, then the report of that conference 
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committee is privileged, and whenever they bring the report before 
the House the House can immediately act upon it. 

So the situation is clear. If this matter is referred to the Com- 
mittee on Immigration, we can not have from that committee, 
even from the standpoint of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
BaRTHOLDT], anything else than a recommendation to nonconcur. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. DANFORD] proposes that at this 
very moment the House nonconcur, that we take the short cut to 
solve the matter, and dispense with a superfluous reference, by 
having a committee of conference appointed, and then the report, 
when it shall be made, will be privileged. 

So that, if there is any member who is a friend of the House 
bill, who believes in legislation and is opposed to the Senate 
amendments—as the gentleman from Missouri appears to be—the 
only way that he can accomplish his desire effectually is to vote 
for the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this matter has been voted upon by both 
Houses of Co One House voted before the election and 
another since the election, and an overwhelming majority of both 
bodies was in favor of some measure restricting immigration. 1 
would say, sir, that there is no division between the two great 
parties on this question. The Republican national convention 
and the Democratic national convention united in demanding some 
measure of restriction, and if we desire to have restriction we 
should vote down first the motion of the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. BARTHOLDT], to shelve the whole thing and practically de- 
stroy it by referring it to a nonprivileged committee, and then we 
should vote for the motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dan- 
FORD], which sends it immediately to conference, out of which 
legislation will spring. 

e can rely upon it that our House conferees will insist upon 
any position of the House which is the wiser position. I have no 
doubt that they will represent the rights of the House fully, but 
after they have done that, after the committees of the two Houses 
have agreed upon a measure, then we can vote upon that measure 
immediately, and it can go to the President. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, how muchtime have 
Iremaining? . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has forty-one minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I yield ten minutes to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. WILSON]. 

Mr. WILSON of South olina. Mr, Speaker, I have listened 
with a great deal of interest to the remarks made by the dis- 
tinguished chairman of the Committee on Immigration, the 

ntleman from Missouri [Mr. BarTHoOLDT]. While they are in 

orough consonance with his record during the first session of 
this Congress, being in favor of very liberal rules and laws for 
the admission of immigrants, I have listened in vain to hear from 
him some good reason why his motion should prevail. 

The matter 3 to us is of a very simple nature. The Sen- 
ate has seen fit to amend the bill as it left this House, and in doing 
so has left ont some of our provisions and incorporated others. 
The only way by which the two Houses can ever come to an agree- 
ment is through a committee of conference. The rules so pre- 
scribe. Now, the only possible effect that the adoption of the 
motion of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BARTHOLDT] can 
have will be that the question will be referred to the Committee on 
Immigration to determine whether or not the House shall agree to 
the Senate amendments or disagree and agree to the request for 
a committee of conference. 

Now, is there any necessity for the House, which is capable of 
deciding the matter now, to submit to that committee the decision 
of that simple question, whether or not we will agree or disagree 
to the Senate amendments. Why, my friend from Missouri [Mr. 
BaRTHOLDT] who is making this motion never would consent to 
the Senate amendments as they came here, and in committee he 
surely would not vote for the adoption of a report recommending 
that this House accept the Senate amendments. Therefore he 
would be compelled to report to this House, so far as his vote 
could do so, that the House disagree to the Senate amendments 
and agree to the committee of conference. 

That are case, why then resist the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, in order that we may now do what he admits we 
would then have to do, to wit, disagree to the Senate amendments 
and insist on the House bill. Now, when the matter gets before 
that conference committee it will be thoroughly in the hands and 
in the power of that committee to accept so much of the Senate 
amendments as shall be acceptable to it and to insist on so much 
of the House bill as it should wish. Nothing else but the confer- 
ence committee can ever determine the issue, and the one sole issue 
here. As to the imperative necessity of legislation on immigration, 
that was decided in this House by an overwhelming vote, as I rec- 
ollect only twenty-six antagonizing it by their votes. It has been 
declared to be the policy of both great parties in this country, and I 
believe also the third party, that undesirable i igration should 
be ae beyond the borders of this country, and that an educa- 
tional test should be the test applied. 


Now, I do not like the tendency of the remarks of the gentle- 
man to draw the political line here. It is not a matter for the 
application of the pariy lash. All parties are agreed upon it. 

ere is no difference een them. Here is an opportunity 
presented for making a post-election performance agree with @ 
pre-election promise. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the difference between the two bills is sim- 
ply this: In the House bill the excluded class, the undesirable 
class, added to the undesirable classes already existing under our 
law, is that of male immigrants from 16 years of age who can not 
read or write their own language or the language of this country. 
The Senate amendment, so far as males are concerned, makes it 
appl to all males, even those above 65 years of age. As to females, 

e House allowed all females to come in. The Senate amend- 
ment allows only those females who are the wives or minor chil- 
dren of the males who shall come in. The House allowed onl 
the parents of admissible immigrants who were incapable of inde 
ing or writing. The Senate bill allows grandparents as well.- 
So you see there are some differences as to classes, and some dif- 
ferences as to age. The House bill also had the Corliss amend- 
ment, which applied to immigrants coming in from Canada along 
the Canadian border. The Senate bill makes no reference to that. 
The Senate amendment allows Cuban refugees during the cur- 
rency of the pending disorder there to come into this country, 
House said nothing about that. Now, it will be fullyin the power 
of the conference committee to reconcile these differences of thetwo 
Houses and to report to the House a bill which they can adopt, 
and which will be the law of this land and will meet the demands 
of the people. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, the pompis of this country are in earnest 
about this matter. They do not intend to be trifled with. They 
have the promise of two of the 


litical parties of this country to 
rely upon, and I believe they 


ill have the action of this Congress 


to congratulate themselves upon. 
Mr. IAM A. STONE. Inow yield to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. MCMILLIN]. 


Mr. MoMILLIN. I will not occupy the time of the House, as 
ralni the gentleman from South Carolina has covered the ques- 

on. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then I will yield to the gentleman 
from California [Mr. JoHNson] three minutes, or five minutes, 
How much time does the gentleman wish? 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. I only wish to say this. I think 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. WILsoN] has covered 
the ground; and I am ready to vote. I think we are all ready to 
vote in favor of your motion. [Cries of Vote!“ Vote!“ 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Iwill yea to thegentleman from 
New York 11785 Foote]. Do you wish to occupy any time? 
Pacha E. Isee the House is ready to vote, and I am ready 

vote. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Very well. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker, I do not want to unneces- 
sarily occupy the time of the House except to say that it is unfor- 
tunate that those members of the Committee on Immigration and 
Naturalization who have requested me to make this motion are 
not now present in the House, haying left for their homes; so 
that, so far as the committee is concerned, I am the only one to 
defend 1 That I made the motion in good faith I 
trust the House will concede. I do not desire to endanger the 
bill, but the subject-matter is of so vast importance and, as I 
stated before, these Senate amendments cut so deeply into the 
most delicate relations of family, of society, and of life, that I 
thought I was justified in making the motion to recommit this 
bill to the House committee for the purpose of getting some new 
light, some additional information upon the amendments added 
to it by the Senate, which, Mr. Speaker, are being opposed, very 
bitterly opposed, by all the German newspapers of the country, 
and opposed by many reputable American journals. I ask the 
Honse to go slow, and in doing so we will do justice to people 
whose sentiments might easily be offended by a different course, 

Mr. Speaker, there seems to be an impression among some of our 
friends who have spoken here that the bill, if it is recommitted, 
will be buried. y, sir, it can be brought back from the com- 
mittee at any time by special rule, and I stated at the outset of my 
remarks, and I repeat it here and now, that immediately after the 
reassembling of the House I shall call the committee together, and 
ponny on the very first day of our meeting we can modify the 

ill satisfactorily and report it back to the House, and it can then 
be taken up by a special rule and disposed of in such a way as we 
desire to dispose of it. 

Mr. S er, in urgin 


my motion I am actuated by an unde- 
finable fear that this bill will 


ultimately pass in a form that will 
not be acceptable to many people who I know are deeply inter- 
ested in the subject. The character of the conferees on the part 
of the Senate is already known. The personality of the House 
conferees is not yet known, but I fear t if I do not insist on 
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the motion to refer the bill back, it will be finally passed in such 
shape that I shall be unable to defend it, and our party will prob- 
ably suffer by it. That is all I have tosay. 5 

r. WILL A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield two minutes 
to the gentleman from California [Mr. BOWERS]. 

Mr. BOWERS. Mr. Speaker, I simply want to call the attention 
of the House to the fact that if this bill is sent back to the com- 

` mittee, it will lose its present position and privilege, and even if 
the committee wanted to bring it up for consideration here, the 
chances are very much against it in this short session, with a very 
large amount of other important legislation pending. The vote 
t y, therefore, is practically a vote on the bill. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, every man knows that the vast majority of 
the people of Die United States demand further restriction of im- 
migration. We are their representatives. and if we do not do 
something in that line, we fail in our duty as such representatives. 
For my own State of California. I can say that nine out of ten of all 
the people are in favor of further restriction of immigration, in 
favor of a far more stringent bill than this, and if this bill fails to 
satisfy them it will be use it does not go far enough. I 
remind gentlemen upon this side of the House that this is nota 
new question, that it has been discussed for years, and you know, 
gentlemen, that the eee demand some legislation of this kind at 

oot hands and will hold you responsible if you do not accord it 

them. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I yield five minutes to the gentle- 
man from Delaware [Mr. WILLIS]. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, I shall vote to send this bill to a 
committee of conference, for the reason that I want an early 
opportunity to vote in favor of a bill of this kind. I think that 

e House bill is a good measure, and there are some things in the 
amendments of the Senate that are good. I can say to the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. BAaRTHOLDT] that I think he need not be 
apprehensive of any radical action on the part of*this House with 
reference to this bill. He need not fear but that both he and his 
countrymen have the 3 t of the American Con- 
gress and of the American people, as do all who come here from 
other nations and demean themselves as the great bulk of that 
people do. Daniel Webster once said, in that memorable speech 
of his on the American Union:“ 

This Union we reached by the discipline of our virtues in the severe school 
of adversity, and although our territory has stretched out wider and wider 
ana our population spread farther and farther, yet they have not outrun its 
protection or its benefits. It has been to us all a copious fountain of national, 
personal, and social happiness. 


Mr. Speaker, these were grand words, breathing a magnificent 
sentiment. We indorse that sentiment to-day; but the words 
themselves indicated that there was a line beyond which the na- 
tion might go and incur peril. The great influx of immigration, 
the conflict of diverse conditions, have seemed to throw a shadow 
over this country during the last ten or twenty years, and now we 
call upon such citizens as the gentleman from Missouri and those 
from his on honored fatherland who have influence in the Amer- 
ican community—we call upon them to join us in sustaining the 
dignity and the purity of the temple which our fathers built. We 
call Ipon them to join with us in guarding it against uncircum- 
cised hands, so that it may be abe pte through generations to 
come for such as may see fit to immigrate here from other lands 
and help to sustain and promote the meee and grandest and 
supurbest form of human civilization t the world has ever 


known. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. S er, I yield three minutes 
to the gentleman from New York [Mr. Foote}. 

Mr. FOOTE. And then I shall ask to be recognized 

Mr. RAY. While the gentleman is on his feet, let me ask him 
a question. 

r. WILLIAM A. STONE. Certainly. 

Mr. RAY. Supposing this matter is referred to a committee of 
conference, when the conference report comes in, it will be open to 
debate, will it not? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Certainly. 

Mr. RAY. And even if the conferees agree upon a report which 
the House does not like, it will be perfectly competent for the 
House to set it aside. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Oh, certainly. Sending it to a 
conference will simply give us an opportunity to settle the ques- 


on. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. Speaker, Iam in favor of sending this bill 
to a conference, for the reason that it does not go far enough. 
Our people have asked for bread and this gives them a stone. 
Our people are asking for protection at our hands. sr teed 
are asking it. And I feel that I can not vote for a bill in so 
incomplete a form as this now is. 

We sbould pass such a bill—and 1 believe the people of this 
country demandits passage—that our American workmen should 
have protection from the competition of immigrant labor first; 
and then, if there is anything left over—if we need development 


in this country, if our lands need population, after our American 
citizens have been satisfied and taken care of—pass such a bill 
that immigrants can come he e if they show proper qualifications. 
But so long as one of our citizens looks for work in vain—so long 
as his place is filled by a foreigner, just so long our citizen work- 
men have a right to say that they are misgoverned and that our 
Republican party have a pledge unfulfilled. I am in favor of 
sending this bill to the conference committee and getting from 
them a protective immigration bill that will protect our workmen 
to the fullest extent. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I now demand the 
previous question, unless the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BAR- 
THOLDT] will do so. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. If there is nobody else desiring to be heard, 
I move the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. BarTHoLpT to 
refer the bill and amendments to the Committee on Immigration 
and Naturalization, the motion was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on the motion of 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. DANFORD] to. nonconcur in the 
amendment of the Senate and agree to the conference asked. 

The motion was a: d to. 

On motion of Mr. DANFORD, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 

CONFEREES ON IMMIGRATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER announced the appointment of the following 
conferees on the part of the House on the bill H. R. 7864, the 
i igration bill: Mr. BARTHOLDT, Mr. DANFORD, and Mr. WIL- 
son of South Carolina. 

LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. BINGHAM, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. HEPBURN 
in the chair) and resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
9643) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1898, and for other purposes. 

Mr. BINGHAM rose, 

Mr. QUIGG. I ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BIxdHAu] whether he will not yield to me a moment while I give 
notice of an amendment that I shall offer at the conclusion of the 

eneral debate in order to perfect the substitute. I should like to 

ve the amendment read now by the Clerk. 

Mr.BINGHAM. The gentleman proposes simply to give notice 
of the amendment? 


Mr. QUIGG. Yes, sir. 
KE HAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
vie 


Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly, for that purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposed amendment will be read for 
the information of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. QUIGG. The object of the amendment will be apparent 


from the reading. 
The amendment will be read for informa- 


The CHAIR 5 
tion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That the organization of the force to be explore in the new ` 
Library building having been completed under the provisions of this act, 
removals shall thereafter occur only for cause and after full inquiry. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That the gentleman desires to offer as an 
amendment to his substitute? 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes, sir. I think, Mr. Chairman, I would have 
the right to incorporate that in the substitute at any rate. I want 
the amendment to go in that paragraph of the substitute which 
Sa with appointments and removals, after the words “ Library 
of Congress.” 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ask now that this be 
considered a part of his substitute? 

Mr. QUIGG. Ido. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman offers his amendment, as I 
i simply for the information of the Committee of the 

ole. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the Chair understands, the gentleman 
from New York asks unanimous consent to modify the amend- 
ment heretofore offered by him so as to include what has just 
been read. i $ 
1 Mr. QUIGG. Lask unanimous consent to make that modifica- 

on. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? 

Mr. BRUMM. I object. 

Mr. BINGHAM, Mr. Chairman, in my remarks on this proposed 
legislation I shall detain the House, I trust, but a very limited time. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Quiae] who has offered the 
substitate, which has doubtless been read and fully understood by 
members of the House, has had fair and reasonable time for debate. 
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reason of circumscribed quarters—itis unnecessary for me to either 
describe or enter m any details. The House knows that by 
statutory provision in the future it can make the Li of Con- 


‘brary of 


ass the great research as well as the 
fi ew York has told us that 


oto- 
cov- 
on of 


Prior to 1813, when the Library was burned i the British with 
the Capitol in this city, it contained but 3,000 volumes. 


eat libraries of the world. Save and except the allowance of a 
8 thousand dollars annually for the purchase of rare and valuable 


law. 

Without going into the question of the usefulness of the Library, 
which is SS under control of Congress, and without varig 
that its usefulness to-day, under the statutes, is most limited, 
propose to proceed to explain the bill as reported by the Committee 
on Appropriations prior to entering upon a general discussion of 
the substitute proposed by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Quica]. The first paragraph provided in the bill is for a Librarian 
at $6,000 per annum. at 9 we follow the word- 
ing of the law from 1870, when the copyright law was added to 
the duties of the Librarian, and his compensation was then fixed 
at 84.000. 

The wording in this bill is the wording of legislation since 1870, 

with this exception, that we increase compensation of the Libra- 
rian $2,000. This increase is justified, first, as a recognition by 
Congress of the great responsibility, great obligations, and the 
larger duties that will devolve upon him in the new building 
where the Library will betransferred during the next three months; 
and secondly, because of the increased bonded obligation which 
we have required. We believe that under these circumstances the 
Librarian is justly entitled, as an official with great labor and 
trained ence, to a larger compensation than heretofore re- 
ceived. e increase that compensation under what we call the 
existing law. We do not change the title or name of Librarian. 
We do not infringe upon his duties, but as we increase his force 
and as we increase the compensation of certain subordinates in 
the details of work in the new Library building, impossible to be 
done in the old one, we have felt it proper to increase his compen- 
sation, because increased work will be demanded of him in the 
new quarters. We in no wise in the ph change existin, 
law. Existing law, made in 1802, declares that the Librarian s 
be appointed solely by the President for the Library of Congress. 
That ie remains unchanged, and President Cleveland to-day can 
as mere stroke of his pen change or remove the Librarian of 
for any cause or reason good to himself, or for a more 
efficient administration of the Library. 

The Librarians of Co: up to the present time have occu- 
pied virtually a life position, or so long as fitness and usefulness 
continued. e make no change whatever, either as to the Presi- 
dent's power of appointment solely or in the manner suggested by 
the substitute of the gentleman from New York, by and with the 
confirmation of the Senate. 

The Librarian holding virtually a life position, to emphasize my 
statement let me invite the attention of the committee to the fact 
that under the act of 1802 the Clerk of the House for the time 


being was appointed to act as Librarian of Congress. Gentlemen 
will understand that the Librarian then had comparatively few 
duties to perform, as the volumes embraced in the Library 
ae to only a few thousand volumes—not exceeding 3,000 
volumes. 

From 1802 to 1807 John Beckley was Clerk of the House and acted 


in that capacity. From 1807 to 1814 Patrick der was Clerk 
of the House and was named to take charge of the Library under 
the then law. The first commissioned Librarian—commissioned 


by President Madison—was George Watterston, appointed in 1815 
and served until 1829. He was removed, having been the editor 
of a poper in antagonism to Jac censuring Jackson, criticis- 
ing his family relations, and was removed largely, perhaps, on 
8 tee or because mally offensive. He had been 

office from 1815 to 1829. John F. Meehan was appointed by 
Jackson, and remained in office from 1829 to 1861. President Lin- 
coln appointed Mr. John G. Stephenson, who served from 1861 to 
1864, when Mr. Stephenson resigned, being ambitious for other 
honors and distinctions under the Administration. The present 
Librarian, Mr. Spofford, entered the Library in 1861 as assistant 
librarian. His 8 as Librarian was made by Mr. Lin- 
coln in 1864, and he is to-day in possession of the office. 

Your committee’s bill changes no law. We leave it as it has 
been executed since 1815, the oy change being an increase of the 
compensation of the Librarian of Congress, $2,000. The question 
as to the individual who is to receive that increased compensa- 
tion will not be settled, under the provisions of the bill, until the 
Ist day of July, 1897. ‘ 

The first change in connection with existing law isin recognition 
of the 5 force that will be necessarily employed under 
the provisions of the House Appropriations Committee bill now 
before us. Up to this date there have been but 43 in the subordi- 
nate force . in the Library, Up to 1893 there were only 30 
subordinate employees, all of whom, however, had been appointed 
by the Librarian. We make this proposed increase in view of the 
necessity of a larger force for the conduct of the work in the new 
Library building, qualified by the following words: 

be selected 0 tarian Congress by reason of special 
fon the work of — 5 imeluding the 8 ae and a ae 
and care of the new Library building, and only under such rules as the 
Librarian of Congress may p: be. 

Following these words we give the detailed force. I need not 
emphasize the statement of the wisdom of the incorporation of 
what might technically be called new legislation—but which is 
new legislation only in the line of good government, and remains 
in this bill fairly to be considered, the point of order having been 
0 as part and parcel of the paragraph, to be voted upon 
by this committee. 

I again emphasize that every appointment from 1815 up to 
to-day has been made by the Librarian, and has been largely and 
almost wholly made under specific acts of Congress directing the 
Librarian to make the appointments, his subordinates being in- 
creased from time to time. 

Fae QUIGG. Will the gentleman point me to any law of that 
nd? 

Mr. BINGHAM. It was my purpose to refer to that subject 
when I reached it in the subsequent paragraphs of the bill. 

Mr. QUIGG. Well, I do not want to interfere with the gentle- 
man’s statement. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will submit that I have simply searched 
from 1867 up to and including the first session of this Congress. 
have a number of statutes wherein. specific authority is given to 
the Librarian to employ a subordinate force; but I will advert to 
this when I come to the gentleman's paragraph as to the power 
of removal and appointment. 

Mr. Chairman, under the paragraph relating to the detailed 
force for the Library, there is an appropriation in all of $93,030. 
We have taken the recommendation of Mr. Spofford, which is a 
part of the Book of Estimates submitted by the Treasury 
ment for the consideration of the Committee on Appropriations 
and the House, which is also, with some nine additional force, the 
recommendation of the Committee on the Library, whom we heard 
before the Subcommittee on Appropriations. 

In other words, in the sum total of the force, in its subordinate 
divisions, and in its numbers, there is no contention between the 
recommendation of the Committee on the Library to the Appro- 
priations Committee and the recommendation of the Committee 
on Appropriations to this House, as included in this bill, with the 
one qualification that we require the Librarian of Congress to 
make certain rules and regulations for the appointment of his sub- 
ordinate force. 

The gentleman in charge of the substitute [Mr. QuiaG] doubt- 
less received the same information as to the necessity for this 
subordinate force of the Library, and received it from x Ppor 
ford, as we did. It only increases the force, as recommended by 
Mr. Spofford to the committee, by nine. We accepted the gentle- 
man’s recommendation because that additional force of nine goes 
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to the cataloguing of the Library, and he stated in his testimony 
that he thought with this increase of nine, specially detailed to 
make a catalogue of the Library, it could be done in about three 
We give the nine additional men recommended as a part of 
necessary force for the conduct of the Library; and we goas far 
as we think wise by whee poe for the first year. Therefore, 
as to the first paragraph of the bill, with reference to the subor- 
dinate force, there is no contention, save that which would allow 
the Committee on the Library to appoint and remove. 

Mr. RAY. Do I understand the gentleman to say that he has 
made provision here for cataloguing the Library? 

Mr. BINGHAM. All that has been asked for by the Librarian 
and all that has been asked for by the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. RAY. Does that include the law Lessard pS 

Mr. BINGHAM. It is the entire Library of Congress, and the 
Library of Congress is divided into two parts—the library proper 
and the law library. 

Mr. QUIGG. I willsay to my colleague from New York [Mr. 
Ray)]— 

8 CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
Ir. 1 

Mr. BING For an inquiry, of course, 

Mr. QUIGG. I want to make a statement in answer to my 
colleague from New bind er Ray] that it is believed that the 
force of cataloguers carried in this bill can, in the course of three 

, make a fair catalogue of the Library, including the law 
library, but not a subject catalogue. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I was going to refer to that matter. 

Mr. RAY. Mr, Chairman, of course I do not want to interfere 
with the gentleman. 

Mr. BINGHAM. It is no interference. 

Mr. RAY. But my attention has been called for so many years 
to the want of a good catalogue of this Congressional Library, and 
especially the law n I do hope that insome way, at this 
time, the committee will set on foot measures to properly cata- 
logue this Library, so that we sag lo what there is in it, so that 
the officers of this Library may know what books they have, and 
so that we can obtain them when we desire them for use. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I submit to the 8 we have given 
every subordinate in connection with that work asked for by Mr. 
Spotford and an addition of nine, as requested by the Committee 
on the Library. 

Permit me to state in that connection, as something was said in 
connection with the card catalogue now used by the Library— 
the only means of knowing the contents of the 1 there 
are 740,000 cards. Mr. Spofford recognizes, as I think all do, that 
the most modern convenience, so far as the handling of a library 
is concerned, is by what is called a card catalogue.” There are 
740,000 of these cards in connection with our Library. I asked 
Mr. Spofford as to whether there was any possibility of loss of 
cards, and he said he thought not, that it would be very great 
exception if there was a loss, as whenever a card is taken out a 
colored slip of paper is inserted in its place to indicate that that 
volume and that card were out. While 740,000 might seem a 
large number, they are absolutely under the control care of the 
Librarian, and therefore not open to loss. To exhibit to 7 — fully 
the extent to which cards are used in great libraries and records 
for reference, I ean this morning to Colonel Ainsworth, 
who has charge, as tlemen know, of all that portion of the rec- 
ords which contain the muster rolls in connection with the Record 
and Pension Office, as to the number of cards he had in his “card 
catalogue,” as it may be called. He telegraphed: 

rd cards made by this office from muster hospital 
8 number AR 821.500 on December 19, imo 5 

This shows you how valuable is a card catalogue. 

Mr. QUIGG, The gentleman understands, of course, in that 
case there is an original record given, but in the Library there 
exists nothing except this card catalogue. There is no original. 
We have no record of books as they come into the Library, and 
there is no shelf list which would give any indication of what is 
taken from the Library. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iam not discussing that point, because I am 
giving the gentleman all he desires in subordinate force. Iam 
simply showing to what extent the card catalogue to which he 
refers is used. 

Mr. QUIGG. Precisely; but the point I make is that under the 
present government of the Library, there is nothing but thiscard 
catalogue to show what the contents of the Library are. 

Mr. BINGHAM, You have nothing but the present form, but 
we have pra all the force you have asked. 

Mr. IGG. Iam quite satisfied with the appropriation. 

Mr. BINGHAM. ith reference to the catalogue, we have 
increased Mr. Spofford's estimate, and given the nine additional 
that your committee asked. 

So much as to the first paragra h of the bill, it being for the 
appointment of the Librarian an the work in connection with 

Library business. Now to the next paragraph of the bill. 


Again your Appropriations Committee bill follows the existing 
law word for word. 
We use the words that have been used, I maysay. ever since the 


5 ight ry became a fa me aniy, under ye act, of the 
i of Congress. e give hi e necessary force. There 
is no disagreement on the part of the Committee on the Library 
and the recommendation of the Committee on A) riations. 
We give the same total of dollars and cents. We give the same 
total of subordinate force that the gentleman gives in his substi- 
tute. 

Inhis bill the gentleman has an officer not heretofore called for— 
register of copyrights. We felt that we had no discretion in that 
matter, in view of the fact that it is indicated by the law who 
should have charge of and who should act as copyright register; 
and we thought that touching upon that proposition we would 
leave the law about the register's work just as it stands to-day 
and increase the subordinate force, and let the responsibility rest 
on the Librarian, Now, here are the words of the statute: 


That all records and other thi rela: to ht: à uirod 
law to be preserved shall be un er Eho control of e Congress 


The Joint Committee on the Library of Congress have two 
powers by law—one to make regulations consistent with law, 
under the law, not contrary tolaw; and under the copyright law 
it is penan that, under the supervision of the Joint Dannii 
on Lib , he (the Librarian) shall 
duties required by law touching copyrights. That has been on 
the statute book since 1870. e therefore make no change in 
the law in that respect. We continue it just as it was in the 
appropriation bill under which we are now working, and for 
which gentlemen voted at the last session of this Congress, and 
we increase the force just as the Librarian asks for it. And the 

entlemen of the Joint Committee on the Library, governed, 

oubtless, by Mr. Spofford’s recommendation, asked for the same 
thing, and therefore on that proposition there is no contention 
between the gentleman’s substitute and the bill before us. 

The next paragraph is as tothe custody, care, and maintenance of 
the new Library building. Of necessity, Congress must take care 
of that building. It takes care of all the public buildings by appro- 
priations for “custody, care, and maintenance,” which has been 
the mode of appropriation in all the appropriation bills. The 
maintenance, care, and custody of the new Library building up to 
this time has been paid for out of the appropriations made for the 
construction of that building, and it never been disputed by 
the Comptroller in the adjustment of the accounts. 

What do we do? We give everything that has been asked for 
by Mr. Green, who has charge of the building, finishing the con- 
struction and eomp ang it for occupation; we give every man 
and every dollar asked for by Mr. Spofford. © matter has 
been gone over by the Joint Committee on the Library, and the 
recommend every subordinate we ask for in our bill, the only dif- 
ference being that we have inco: an increase of one messen- 
ger at the request of the Committee on the Library. Therefore, 
on this part of the bill there is no contention between us; we give 
all that is asked for. Next comes the purchase of books for the 
Library, etc. The only difference between the substitute of the 
gentleman from New York and our bill here is that he proposes 
an increase from four thousand to eight thousand dollars for the 
purchase of books. We had that question before us on the day 
before yesterday, when the yore from New Jersey [Mr. 
PARKER] moved an increase of $25,000, and the committee deter- 
mined to let it remain as it s in the bill, as recommended by 
the Committee on Appropriations. That has been the appropria- 
tion for several years past, so that in this particular we have made 
no change. 

“Contingent expenses of the Library, $500.” That is what has 
been given for this purpose heretofore. ‘* Expenses of copyright, 
8500.“ The gentleman's bill increases that to a thousand dollars. 
We thought that what had been heretofore given was ample. 

The next paragraph relates to the furniture for the Library read- 
ing rooms, etc. For that we give $50,000, and we give $6,000 for 
the removal of the books from the old building to the new. Upon 
the examination of Mr. Green, we ascertained—what was simply 
acorroboration of the statement of General Casey a 2 ago—that 
the building would be ready for occupation in February of this 
year, or riences by the Ist of March. Mr. Green has stated that 
the building will be ready for thenew Library on the Ist of March. 


He further states that of the appropriations heretofore made for 
the new Library building there will be an unexpended balance 
of between fifty thousand and seventy thousand dollars; that is 
recollection. 
. RAY. Do J understand the gentleman to say that we are 
to appropriate $6,000 to carry the books over from this building 
to the new Library? 


perform all acts and. 


380 


Mr. BINGHAM. Yes, sir; that is the best estimate we could 


get. 

Mr. RAY. I will take them over for $600. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iamafraid the gentleman would have to give 
a bonus of some of the most valuable books, [Laughter.] 

Mr. RAY. Not at all. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, I regret, Mr. Chairman, that the gen- 
fleman did not come before the committee when they were con- 
* that subject, because he might have obtained the contract. 

Mr. RAY. I will take it now. 

Mr. BINGHAM. On that point, I submit that we availed our- 
selves of what we considered the best judgment that could be ob- 
tained—namely, that of Mr. Spofford—and it was also the opinion 
of ue Joint Committee on the Library that $6,000 would re- 
quired. 

Mr. 5 I beg pardon. 

Mr. BINGHAM, Did you not say $8,000? 

Mr. QUIGG. No, sir; we made no such statement or recom- 
mendation. We did not go into that question. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, that is the amount we recommend, and 
if it is not found necessary to use it all the balance will be unex- 
pended. My recollection, however, is that the inquiry was put 
to the gentleman from New York, and that the Committee on the 
Library were willing to supervise the work, but said that when 
they got the power to do it they would simply send for Mr. 
Spofford or Mr. Green and have the books carted over. Perhaps 
the gentleman’s idea of ‘‘ carting ” over the books was like that of 
his colleague from New York [Mr. Ray], that it could be done 
fer a few hundred dollars. We recommend an 9 of 
$6,000 for that purpose, which will be expended under the super- 
vision of the Librarian, and expended, as all other 95 money 
is 3 subject to supervision in settlements by the Comp- 
troller. 

Mr. RAY. I suppose that amount includes the cost of selecting 
the books and carrying them over? 

Mr. BINGHAM, It includes all that pertains to the transfer of 
the books from one building to the other. This money we do not 
appropriate in our bill, but we make it available from moneys 
rs y 9 for the building. . 

Aon Q . Will the gentleman allow me a question right 
ere? 


Mr. BINGHAM. With pleasure, 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman has indicated to the committee 
that his bill appropriates a certain sum of money for the removal 
of the collections and a certain sum of money for furnishing the 
Library. Now, who, under his bill, is authorized to remove the 
collection, and who to furnish the Library? 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Librarian of Congress, who has always 
had within his jurisdiction the purchase of all furniture for the 
present Library, and who has also handled the books, and charged 
the expense to miscellaneous items. Who better than the Libra- 
rian (whoever he may be) can make that selection of furniture 
and provide for the transfer of the books? 

Mr. QUIGG. Why, an engineer, of course. 

Mr. BINGHAM. An engineer would not know anything 
about it. : 

Mr. QUIGG. There is a very large and serious problem of 
engineering involved in the transfer of those books. 

Mr. BINGHAM. But the gentleman’s amendment gives that 
power to the Joint Committee on the Library. 

Mr. QUIGG. „The gentleman’s amendment“ gives it to some- 
body, and your bill gives it to nobody. 

r. BINGHAM. Our bill pres it to a man to whom properly 
belongs the supervision of such matters; we give it to the Libra- 
rian, who is himself to take charge of that line of work. 


Mr. QUIGG. Not in your bill. 
Mr. BINGHAM. We give it to the Librarian; that is the whole 
purpose of the provision. 


r. QUIGG. Under your bill, he will commit a felony if he 
takes one of those books out of the Library. 
r 7 0 BINGHAM. Well, I think we will stand the risk of the 
elony. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have shown how closely we have adhered 
to the law of 1802—how we have not infringed and impinged upon 
the statute conferring power upon the Joint Committee on the 
Library. We have only in our bill changed the qualifications 
necessary for a subordinate force to be employed by the Librarian 
of Con: se a examination and subject to certain rules. We 
have also e available for the transfer of books and for the 
furniture certain moneys heretofore appropriated for the construc- 
tion of the building and not expended. That is our bill. We have 
observed Mr. Spofford's recommendations; we have observed Mr. 
Green's recommendations; we have observed the recommendations 
of the Joint Committee on the Library, except in the new legisla- 
tion’ which gentlemen desire to have passed by this House in order 
that the Joint Committee on the Library shall not only have charge 
of the Library, but shall control it in every particular. 
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I will now take up the provisions of the gentleman’s substitute, 
It proposes (and this is new legislation): 


So far as the bond is concerned, the House has already deter- 
mined, by the adoption of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. DOCKERY], that bond shall be given in the sum of 
$50,000 in lieu of the bond now given. The gentleman’s proposi- 
tions in the first paragraph of his amendment change existing law 
as it has been on the statute books since 1802 and as it has been 
observed by the various Administrations which have been in 
power. From 1815 up to the present time there have been (in- 
cluding Mr. Spofford’s commission, Which began in 1864) four 
Librarians of . President Cleveland, in his first Admin- 
istration, continued Mr. Spofford; President Cleveland, in the 
pront Administration, has continued Mr. Spofford. Who may 

the Librarian in the future I donot know. The new Adminis- 
tration will come in on the 4th of March next, and from that time 
until this legislation goes into effect it will have ample opportu- 
nity for the consideration of everything that may be necessary to 
the reaching of a clear, proper, and wise conclusion as to who 
1 ped be the Librarian of Congress under these new provisions 
of law. 

In this connection, let me read from the gentleman’s testimony 
before the committee. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. BINGHAM. With pleasure. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I see that in the bill of the committee, and I 
believe in the amendment of the gentleman from New York, pro- 
vision is made for a Librarian at $6,000a year. Whatis the salary 
of the Librarian at present? : 

Mr. BINGHAM. It has been $4,000 since 1870. ; 

Mr. McMILLIN. That was my recollection; so that this is an 
increase of $2,000. Now, in view of the fact that this is an office 
in which the incumbent is generally continued for a very long 
term, and the duties of which are to be discharged in but one 
1 my friend whether he does not think $4,000 an ample 

ry 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Committee on Appropriations went over 
that ground very thoroughly. We listened with great patience as 
well as great instruction to the representatives of the Joint Com- 
mitte on the Library with reference to certain provisions covered by 
their recommendations. We heard also, as stated by Mr. QUIGG, 
the recommendations of the leading librarians of the country with 
reference to the great obligations and responsibilities imposed 
upon such an officer as the Librarian of Congress, in view of which 
those leading librarians asked that the salary be fixed at $7,500, 
But your committee thought that such a proposition might meet 
with opposition. We concluded that $6,000 was a fair compensa- 
tion for a trained, experienced, and scientific man to administer 
this great work. The bill was brought into the committee from 
the subcommittee with $6,000 recommended as the salary; we 
have brought the bill into the House from the general committee 
with that recommendation, believing that $6,000 will be a fair 
compensation. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman allow me one further 
remark? The members of Congress, who are asked to fix this sal- 
ary at $6,000, receive for their service during a limited term only 
$5,000 a year. In addition to that, a majority of all the governors 
of the various States receive less than $5,000 a year. The judges 
of many of the courts, both State judges and, as I remember, most 
of the Federal judges, receive less than $6,000. I confess, there- 
fore, very candidly, that I am wholly unable to see why there 
should be given to the Librarian of Congress by this bill a salary 
higher than $5,000. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, the gentleman of course knows all of 
his privileges, so that when we come to that paragraph in the bill 
he will be at liberty to exercise them. I have stated why we did 
it, and largely on the basis of the argument of the gentleman from 
New York himself. 

Mr. QuiGG, in speaking of Mr. Spofford, submitted— 

That he had shown by his conduct of the Library, and I think the fact 
entirely familiar to the committee, that he has been unable to deal with 


of the work committed to him by Congress. I do not know that anybody 
could have dealt with it more satisfactorily than Mr. Spofford. 


That condition of affairs is no fault of the present Librarian, 
but is largely due to the limited quarters and packs py apon 
him of the Library work, increased, as it was increased, by the 


ightlaw. He was helpless. 
We cesognined that fact as one argument in connection with 


1896. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


381 


the necessity for enlarging the compensation of the Librarian. 
And again he states: 

That the libraries of the world of to- day are conducted on a very different 
principle or basis from this one. Librarians are now professional. They are 
men who are educated to the business of conducting libraries. It isa course 
of afew years’ study and is maintained in the schools of the State of New 
York. A gentleman familiar with library being en in the 
principal school there, teaches a class this profession. He was president of a 
that ined librarians; he is now hing that science in Columbia 

College, and it has become a distinct profession in itself. 

In recognizing the valuable statements of the gentleman from 
New York, who had made an examination of the leading libraries 
of the country and Sha groai libraries of the world, we thought 
that $4,000 was too small a salary for the incumbent of this great 
office and that $7,500 would perhaps bein excess, and we com- 
promised on what we thought a reasonable sum, $6,000. 

The President “shall solely appoint” is the language of the 
law. Since 1802 this statute has been on the books, that the 
President shall appoint solely, without confirmation by the Sen- 
ate, a Librarian of Congress. I have told you the limit of that 
act when it was placed upon the statute books and what its admin- 
istration has been. We leave the law just as it is in that regard. 
The gentleman from New York proposes, however, that when the 
next Administration comes in the President “shall appoint;” that 
he shall not only appoint, but immediately, and he takes the 

wer of selection solely“ from him and makes it subject to con- 
5 by the Senate—a four years’ tenure. 

Mr. QUIGG. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. There is nothing 
in my amendment which provides a term of that sort. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly, not directly; but I submit to the 
gentleman that when such questions come before the Senate for 
confirmation, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
they are treated as a four-year tenure. 

. QUIGG. They are not, unless the statute so provides. I 
would suggest to the gentleman that ial care—that, in fact, 
too much care can not be exercised in the selection of a Librarian. 

Mr. BINGHAM, agree with the gentleman most heartily. 

Mr. QUIGG. And I want to remind him that by my substi- 
tute the conduct of the Library is imposed upon a joint commit- 
tee of Congress. The joint committee then would be in control, 
substantially, of the Library. We hold that, the control bein, 
retained in Congress, no harm would result, but very great goo 
might result, from an appointment in the usual way, so that the 
qualifications of the Librarian would be thoroughly discussed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have clearly answered the gentleman with 
reference to that point. I have referred to the effect of the law, 
and the appointments under existing statutes which have been 
in existence for many years. I may say to him by way of repeti- 
tion that during all of these years there have been but four ap- 
pointments e. 

But the 8 suggests now that the Library Committee 
have custo — the Library in the bill. I am coming to the very 
next line in his bijl. I have already passed the paragraph in rela- 
tion to the direct control of the Library by the simple statement 
that we continue the law, that we do not change it, and say to the 
incoming Administration you shall do so and so, and by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. We leave that just as it is. 

I come right at once to the gentleman’s paragraph, that this 
director of the Library shall have charge. t does the gentle- 
man mean by the direction being in the Joint Committee on the 
Library? This director shall have charge of the Library— 
8 such rules and regulations as may be lawfully established from time 

. 


Of course he is governed by the law of Congress. He is governed 
by the regulations in the statutes which we now allow to exist; 
butthe gentleman, further on in the bill, instead of leaving the 
Librarian, or director, as he calls him, in charge,” continues the 

wer under such rules and regulations as may be lawfully es- 

lished from time to time,” takes from him the right to appoint 
and remove subordinates, takes from him every right; and a little 
further on, I will show you that when they come to remove the 
Library, the Library Committee want to the places in the 
Library where history shall be, where biology shall be, where the 
noco shall be, where fiction shall be. They take absolute 
control. 

Therefore, I say to the gentleman that in this bill and its sub- 
sequent paragraphs he has taken from the director of the Library 
every possible control of the force, every ible adjustment of 
the great volume of music and prints and ks. He takes from 
him every power that he possesses and vests it in the Committee 
on the Library. 

The Librarian shall give bond. We have covered that. 
oe he abolishes the Librarian and makes him a director in 

ge. 

The Joint Committee on the Library 

Here the gentleman comes in for power 


The Joint Committee on the Library is hereby empowered in behalf of Con- 


gress to assume the charge and custody of the new building for the Library 


of Congress. 


The committee takes charge of the building absolutely— 
To make rules and regulations for its occupancy and use. 


We give him “regulations” under the old law which we allow 
to stand. The gentleman adds to it rules 


For the accommodation and display in the said new building of the Library 
collections. 


r they take all control from the director 
of the Library this gentleman who, as it ap from the testi- 
mony before the Committee on Appropriations, “is a train 
experienced man,” which I t, this being a technical line 
work for which he is train It is 1 to take that capable 
man, at $6,000 a year, and tell him by an act of Congress there 
is nothing you can do, but the Joint Committee on the Library can 
do it.” Isay to the gentleman, we could get a man perhaps to 
carry out the gentleman’s 8 at almost the reasonable sum 
that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Ray] mentioned in con- 
nection with the removal of the Library—$100. 

Mr. RAY. I said 8600. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Joint Committee on the Library propose 
to take absolute control. Now, what do they do next? They say 
to Mr. Bernard R. Green: 


And upon satisfactory proof that the duties heretofore conferred by law 
upon Bernard R. Green in relation to the construction and completion of the 
said new building have been fully performed, the Joint Committee on the 
Library is author to discharge the said Bernard R. Green of all duties 
and responsibilities in connection with the said building. 


They start right away on the removals. But let us see whether 
that is necessary. I make the statement to this committee that 
every public building constructed by the Government, supervised 
and controlled in construction by its officers, has need of no trans- 
fer whatever. Why, although the city post-office in Washington 
is not yet completed, its occupancy has already been apportioned 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. Green is not a contractor 
to deliver anything to us. He is an officer of the Government, 
empowered by N to do a certain act. So was his predeces- 
sor empowered to do such an act. He has officially informed us 
that the Library will be ready in March, or at the res f of February. 
We take official cognizance of that. We putin our bill an appro- 
priston of $6,000 for the removal of the old Library, and $50,000 

or furniture, and Mr. Spofford, or whoever may be in charge, 
will commence to move just as soon as this is available. 

Why, the State, War, and Navy building, almost as large as 
the Library building, was never formally transferred. Permit 
me 5 state, in connection Sohini Mr dire the committee pro- 

summarily dispose of him. Green is disposed of b 
ie and of necessity. He turns the building over, and his wor 
is completed. 

General Casey built the State, War,and Navy Department 
building. General Casey bui tthe Washington Monument. Gen- 
eral Casey had the construction of this great building from its 
inception. He died one year ago. There was never any formal 
transfer of any one of these great Government structures. This 
building is in possession of the Government to-day as fully as if it 
had been formally transferred. Mr. Green was with General Casey 
for thirty years, was his leading man in the construction of the 
State, War, and Navy building, his leading subordinate with 
reference to the Washington Monument, and his leading, valuable 
subordinate in the construction of the Library of Congress. 
To-day, by special act of Congress, he is continued as General 
Casey’s successor. We need no transfer. 

This bill a) proprisies for the removal of the books, and we have 
it officially that the Library will be ready by the end of February. 
Why do you want Mr. Green to notify the joint committee of 
Congress, and the joint committee of Congress to notify the Presi- 
dent, that the building is ready, and that he shall appoint a Libra 
rian, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and that 
the joint committee shall immediately turn out Mr. Green by act 
of Congress? It is not necessary. 

We shall have possession of that Library in February. The 
books will be removed, and we provide for their removal; but the 
joint committee want to do that. They want to handle that 
$6,000 which is to be expended for the removal that the gentle- 
man from New York . RAY] says can be made for a few hun- 
dred dollars. 

Mr. RAY. I did not say one hundred; I said six hundred. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Committee on the Library want to buy 
the furniture. That is wholly unnecessary. 

Now I come to the next point: 


That any balance— 
We concede a balance of between $50,000 and $70,000— 
egy any bategos now existing appropriations heretofore made for 


of the 
e construction and completion of the said buil is hereby rende 
available not only for that purpose, but also to fur and equip the 
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building for its use as the Library of and also for the removal of 
the Library collections from the Capitol building to the said new building— 


We reach now what, vulgarly speaking, may be called the milk 
in the cocoanut. They tell you how this appropriation shall be 


and the Joint Committee on the Library is hereby directed, through such 
agencies as it may select, to effect the removal of the said Library collections 
and their arrangement in the new building, and to purchase the 
furniture for the furnishing and equipment of the said new building: and 


mses incurred in ng out the provisions of this paragraph shall be 
. o Treasury, ander such rules and regula tions as 
e may p 4 


The Joint Committee on the Library are going to be purchasing 
agents, and purchase the necessary furniture for the furnishing 
and equipping of the new building. They want to move the 
Library. ey want to determine where each division and char- 
acter and line of work shall go in the building. Then they want 
to buy the new furniture ough such agencies as they may 
select. And in the ‘matter of the appointment and removal of 
employees they want absolute charge. 

I desire to know where this director of the Library is to come 
in; this gentleman whom they recommended to the committee at 
$7,500, but for whom they now accept $6,000 as a fair compensa- 
tion. I wish to know what he is to have charge of when he goes 
into the new building, 

Mr. RAY. I suppose he is to look on, and smile, and approve. 
I want to ask the gentleman, right there, who is to purchase the 
furniture? 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Librarian has always purchased all the 
furniture for the Library. He will purchase it here, and his 
accounts will throngh the accounting officers for verification. 

Mr. RAY, That leaves it simply to the discretion of the Libra- 


rian. 

Mr. BINGHAM. He enters into a bond of $50,000. It is nota 
great responsibility. It consists in the purchase of desks. chairs, 
and racks. It is not the draperies and thi beautiful that you 
see in your house. It is practically the furniture for the Library, 
and it is more wisely left to him than it would be to leave it to the 
gentleman himself or to myself, however much we might think 
ourselves capable of buying such goods. ; 

Mr. RAY. I fully agree with the gentleman on that, I simply 
desired to know who has the control of that. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania a question. X 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 

ield? 
als: BINGHAM. With pleasure. 

Mr. BENNETT. Do I understand the tleman from Penn- 

lyania to say that General Casey was entitled to any credit for 

e architectural features of the new Library? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I did not say a word about 
the architecture. General Casey had plans and specifications. 

Mr. BENNETT. The plans and specifications were prepared 
by Mr. Smithmeyer. X K 

Mr. BING Lam not taking from or detracting from what 
any trained or disciplined architect did. I am merely speaking 
of the t responsibility that the Government had placed on 
General Casey. Of the State, War,and Navy building the archi- 
tect was Mr. Mullett, the designer of the Washington Monument 
I do not remember, and Mr. Smithmeyer was the architect of the 
Library. ‘That is all on record. > 

Now you come to this plan of the committee: 

That the Librarian shall have power to establish rules and regulations for 
the conduct and use of the Li of Congress and to * — and remove 
all persons, with the exception of the director of the Library, for whose 
compensation as employees of the Library provision is made in any act of 


Gentlemen, that is evidently the whole purpose of this added 
ation. There has been no criticism as to the administration 
of the 3 of this subordinate force that I have heard of, save 
that which I heard of a few days that this subordinate force 
was the result of the pressure of a few men on the Librarian, and 
that he had yielded to that pressure; and they even wentso far as 
to say that my friend from Illinois me Cannon], chairman of 
the Committee on App: iations, some 14 or 18 of these 
ointments. When we come to consider ; 
* RAY. Well, I presume that accounts for the bad condition 
of the Library—the disorderly condition, 

Mr. BING . When we come to consider that up to 1890 
there were but 30 of this subordinate force, there could not have 
been very much pressure so far as ch: was concerned. The 
force now numbers 42 or 43; that com additions that have 
been made by Congress since 1890. ho have received those 

_ appointments I do not know, and I do not care; but I do know that 

e chairman of the Committee on Appropriations has had no such 
ee if any number at all, to justify that remark around the 

pitol. 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman will allow me, 

Mr. BINGHAM, With pleasure. 


Mr. CANNON, As long as the gentleman has mentioned it and 
it has floated around, I An ore I may do what I did not intend 
otherwise to have done. do not know Las Air pf on that force 
except two. One is the Librarian, Mr. Spofford, and I am not 
acquainted with any others except one, who is an individual ap- 
pemes on my recommendation. So far as I have any recollection 

never recommended anybody except this man who was a pointed 
upon my recommendation, but even that not until I had the bless- 
ing and recommendation of the House chairman of the Committee 
on the Library, the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. HARMER], 
whom I thanked at the time and now thank. That is all there is 
of that. The fourteen seems to fade to one, and I am under man 
obligations to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. HARMER], 
because it was a very worthy appointment to be made. 

Mr. HARMER. That is correct. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Now, let me say, as the gentleman has con- 
cluded that point of my argument, we propose to increase this 
force to 187 subordinates. That includes the subordinates to the 
Library, subordinates under the copyright law, and the subordi- 
nates for the care, custody, and maintenance of the Library 
building. The force is now 43. We increase the force to 187— 
144 new appointments. The tleman, in my earlier remarks, 
asked me to refer to any act o wherein power had been 
given the Librarian to appoint. make this first preliminary 
statement: There never has been since 1815 an appointment made 
on the force of the Library of Congress that has not been made by 
the Librarian, and very often by the direction of Congress that 
the Librarian shall make the appointment. ‘The act of 1867 says: 


To enable the Librarian of Congress to employ two additional assistants 
ete. $2400 ploy 


In 1871, in relation to adj and fixing the salaries of the 
employees in the Library, then fourteen in number besides the 
Librarian, the act gave him full power to adjust and fix the salaries 
of his subordinates. 


To enable the Librarian of Con to employ two assistants in connection 
with the work of the co ht — 

To enable the Libra of Congress to employ enough clerical force to 
complete the al betical index. 

For three additional assistants, at fl. A each, to be employed in the Library. 

3879. That the Librarian of Congress be authorized to employ three assist- 
At Were th “| x es eh right law additional 

reas o pas 05 copy w tio labor was 

placed upon the Diorasicn of Therefore. 
Be it resolved, etc., That there is hereby appropriated the sum of $6,500 for 
. — Nery pe beni of additional clerical force, under the direction of the Libra- 


1805. For the employment of eight clerks, at $900.each, under the direction of 
the Librarian of a vein, for the execution of the copyright law. 
February 26, 1896— 
Our own act— 
to enable the Librarian 


The CHAIRMAN, The time of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania has 5 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, I ask unani- 
mous consent that the gentleman from Pennsylvania in charge of 
the bill be permitted to continue his remarks without limit. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, there are several other acts 
that I might cite, but I have looked back only as far as 1874. In 
fact. however, all the acts of Congress since then, and certainl 
all the acts before then, have contained similar provisions, al- 
though the force was then quite limited, being 20 in 1890 and 43 
now,in 1896-97. Every one of those acts, I say, gives the Libra- 
rian the power, either directly or by implication, and under those 
acts he has appointed every one of his subordinates, and I have 
never heard any criticism the subordinates. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. The gentleman has just stated, 
as I understand him, that the number of employees in the Library 
at present is 43, and in the pending bill his committee recommends 
that the number be increased to 187. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes, sir; an increase of 144. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I desire to ask the gentleman 
whether the committee has looked carefully into the necessity for 
such a large increase. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Probably the gentleman was not present when 
I went over that matter very thoroughly. The committee took 
Mr. Spofford's judgment as to the force required in connection 
with the Library and the carrying out of the copyright law. and it 
took also the judgment of Mr. Green in regard to the custody of 
the new building. He has been with the building since its fop 
tion and is very competent to judge upon thatquestion. Thesu 
ject has been gone into very carefully and critically by the Joint 
Committee on the Library, who have had the advice of the lead- 
ing librarians of the country who have examined the new building. 
The Committee on the Library did not think that we gave enoug! 
force, but we follow the estimate of the T. De ent, as 
recommended by Mr. Spofford and Mr. Green, and add nine addi- 


tional men recommended by the Committee on the Library for the 
special purpose of commencing a catalogue of the Library, the 
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idea being that they, with the other increased force, will 3 
be able to make a catalogue within the next three years. ehave 
gone into the question as thoroughly as we could, and the joint 
committee have gone into it as thoroughly as they could, and upon 
this point there is no controversy between the two committees. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kent . Mr. Chai „I asked the 
question only for information and not to indicate any antagonism 
on my part to the committee's ition. On thecontrary, lam 
with them in their proposition, but I wanted to bring out some 
information on that point. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Now, Mr. Chairman, the Committee on the 
Library ask to employ and remove all persons. The House heard 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. DOCKERY] in the close of the 
debate on Friday last, when he stated that under the bill of the 
joint committee, from the assistant librarian, at $4,000 a year, 
running on through this force of 187 subordinates down to the char- 
women, the “director,” as the committee would have him in 
their bill, the Librarian, as we call him, could not remove a single 
one of the subordinates. Understand, that director“ or Libra- 
rian is to be the trained, experienced, college-bred man that the 

entleman from New York speaks of, yet the tleman, by his 
bill, will not allow him to remove any one of his assistants from 
the humblest to the highest. What kind of administration will 
you have under such a proposition? What kind can you have 
when the allegiance of the subordinate is due to the gentleman 
from New York or to the gentleman from Pennsylvania rather 
than to his immediate superior? I say to you that such a plan 
would be destructive of the discipline of any organization what- 
ever, from the administration of the Library of Congress to (as 
the gentleman from Missouri 5 that of a peanut stand. 

In that connection, I want to ask to whom does the gentleman 
from New York want to give this authority? The gentleman 
does not pose to give control to his own director. Let us 
examine the history of this House with reference to the incum- 
bency of the wise men to whom the gentleman proposes to give 
rie camin at 8 ap ree and 3 of . 

orce. I go back to the Forty-seventh Congress an Somers 
Congresses up to the present one, and what do I find? I fin 
that Mr, M k, of New York, served on the Library Committee 
for one Congress; Governor Lindsay for one Co: . 
Geddes for one Congress; Governor Singleton for two gresses; 
Mr. Woodward for one ; Mr. atig for one Congress; 
Mr. Stahlnecker for two Con, ; Mr. O'Neill of Pennsylva- 
nia—a rare man, recognized by the House as such, a dearl 
beloved friend of mine—the House and the Speakers appreci- 
ated his services #0 highly that they kept him on the Library 
Committee during four gh aie only man, according tothe 
records, who has been in that ition for sc many Congresses. 
Mr. Davidson served for two Congresses; Mr. Sanford for one; 
Mr. CumminGs for two. In time the gentleman from New York 

. Cummings] will have served as my friend ONeill did, 

or four Congresses. Mr. O’Ferrall served for one Congress; 

Mr. Compton for one; Mr. BARTLETT for one; Mr. ROBERT 

ADAMS, Jr., for one; Mr. HARMER for one, and Mr. Quice for 

one. I will say nothing as to the future of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Quica]. 

That record illustrates the changing character of the committee 
to whom the gentleman proposes to commit the absolute control 
of this Library. Now, let me refer a moment to the hearing of the 

mtleman from New York [Mr. QuicG] before the Committee on 
3 I asked him this question: = 

Your testimony not being printed, I ask this question: How are the subor- 
dinate forces of the other great libraries selected? 

Here is his answer: 

The library in Boston employs its force through a board 
fully, but practically by the librarian. The State li at Albany employs 
its Tires n the civil service commission of the State. All the other 
libraries employ their force through their boards of regents or boards of con- 
‘trol, or by the librarians themselves. 

Then I asked: 

The boards of however, in these several libraries are ily con- 
tinuing boards? — ay 

Answer: 

They are 1 3 t boards sir. The of 
:... — of Togenta, for 

The Library Committee of Congress, with the record of mem- 
bership such as I have read, has a life of two years. $ 

Then I asked this further question: 

The Lib Committee of the two Houses is always partisan, is it not; in 
other words, it has a majority that represents the dominant party of the 
respective Houses? 


To that question the gentleman from New York answers: 
Isuppose that is so. s 
Now, 8 of the House 

GG. Will the gentleman yield a moment? 


Mr. 

Mr. BINGHAM. With pleasure. 

Mr. Q tleman's remarks should be 
proposed, 


of regents law- 


- QUIGG. Of course, the gen 
interpreted in the light of the amendment that I have 


which is to the effect that, the force of the Library having been 
constituted, it shall remain practically a permanent force, or per- 


manent duri behavior. 

Mr. BING: Is that in the gentleman’s bill? 

Mr. ee Certainly. 

Mr. GHAM. That is the amendment the gentleman pro- 
poses to offer? 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, we will discuss that when we come to 
it. Iam discussing the gentleman’s substitute as he presented it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Iam meeting the gentleman's objection with an 
amendment which will perfect my substitute in that respect, and 
which of course the tleman must be in favor of. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That I will consider when we reach it. 

Now, gentlemen, the House is rather careful as to how it pro- 
poses to distribute patronage. Iam not going to refer invidiously 
or unkindly to the gentleman from New York or the other gentle- 
men of the joint committee, who under a resolution of the 
have made an investigation as tothe Library. Throughout the 
gentleman's testimony—and I t I do not wish to be under- 
stood invidiously—we find him telling us what this committee is 
going to do. I have shown by referring to the record of the com- 
mittee the transitory tenure of the power which is exercised by 
members of that committee. The gentleman is now in his first 
Congress as a member of the committee. What may be the future 
the gentleman knows nothing of. What may be the administra- 
tion of the Joint Committee on the Library if his substitute should 
be enacted into law he knows nothing of. He can speak only for 
himself, and for himself as a member of that committee only up 
to the 4th of March. And while I would with great pleasure see 

e power intrusted to the gentleman, because I ize his 
ability and his wisdom, yet the House has always been somewhat 
critical as to where it shall place the disposition of its 5 

In this Congress the House selected my old colleague from Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. McDowell, as Clerk of House; the gentleman 
from New York and his friends were able to select as Doorkeeper 
Mr. Glenn. Those two gentlemen control the great subordinate 
force of this House, subject, of course, to recommendations by 
members. But when you come to the next Ca , the Commit- 
tee on the Library, whoever may be Speaker—and I trust it will be 
the distinguished gentleman who now presides over this Honse— 
will be appointed with reference to the fact that Mr. McDowell, 
of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Glenn, of New York (who, I presume, 
will be continued in their ‘Sealer’ are, respectively, the Clerk 
and the Doorkeeper of the House. The present Committee on the 
Library on the part of the House embraces, as members are aware, 
the gentleman from New York . QUIGG], the other gentleman 
from New York [Mr. CUMMINGS], and the gentleman from Penn- 
8 [Mr. HARMER]; but in next Congress the House and 

e Speaker might meet with some criticism or suggestion as to 
the wisdom of continuing all those gentlemen as members of the 
Committee on the Li , and we may have one more illustra- 
tion, in addition to those I have already read, as to the changing 
personnel of the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. RAY. Do I understand the gentleman to intimate that in 
the Fifty-fifth Congress this House is to turn out Mr. McDowell 
and Mr. Glenn? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Oh, no. I rather intimated by my proposi- 
tion the Pee of those gentlemen being continued. 

Mr. GG. Do I understand the eman from Pennsyl- 
vania that his objection to this bill arises from the fact that the 
members of the Committee on the Library come from New York, 
instead of from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Notat all. I admitted how far I would be 
willing to intrust this work to the gentleman. 

Mr. QUIGG. Is that the motive of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania and his colleagues? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Not at all. As Ihave said, I have stated how 
far I would intrust the matter to the joint committee. 

Mr. QUIGG. I was very sure that it was not. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly not. 

Now I come to the other paragraph in the bill proposed by the 
gentleman from New York. He provides further that— 

The 8 o i — 
JJ ͤ vb 
Representatives-elect to the Fifty-fifth Congress a temporary Committee on 
the Library of three members. which said Committee on the Library shall 
have the same powers and perform the same duties in ion tothe ity 
of Congress as are — — by law and the rales of the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and which said temporary Committee on the a begin 
to exercise its powers immediately upon the termination of this Congress, 
and shall continue to exercise and Tin barge such duties until after the meet- 
ing and organization of the House of Representatives of the Fifty-fifth Con- 
grose and until the appointment of the regular Committee on the Library. 

nd hereafter the Speaker of each subsequent House of Representatives 
shall, before the termination of the last session of each Congress, a 
from the Representatives-elect, a temporary Committee on the > 
with similar urposes. 


powers and for the same p 
perhaps that section, section 5 


I submit to the gentleman that 
of his substitute, had been drafted and made a part of it by the 


ouse 
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tleman from the general testimony and the questions put to 
im before the Subcommittee on Appropriations in the hearings. 
But we are confronted with the fact that this proposition, while 
of course it stands on no law and asks to be permitted to stand on 
law, is an incursion upon the history of Congress since its com- 
mencement. There has been but one act or resolution in this 
Congress of a similaraction. I refer to the provision made under 
what is known as the Dockery law, with reference to the auditing 
of the accounts in the Departments in the first session of this Con- 
„where permission was given to the Committee on Accounts 
H exercise the power of approval in connection with the auditing 
of accounts of the officers of the House. That referred to the 
contingent fund, The committee, of course, could not be empow- 
ered to act in that manner except by authority of Congress. 
Thecommittee died with the Congress. Theoperationsofthelaw 
were to go into immediate effect, and Congress determined to give 
to this committee an independent power of approval with refer- 
ence to these accounts; and for that reason enacted the provision 
of law to which I have just referred. It provided, using the 
language of the law itself, “ that the Committee on Accounts may 
ass judgment upon the 3 and propriety of expenditures 
om the contingent fund of the House by its Clerk“ in the absence 
of such certificates of payment of such contingent expenses, such 
as washing towels, etc., between the two Congresses. But that is 
the only case in the history of Congress where such a committee 


has been appointed ad interim and assigned to such duties, 
Now, gentlemen, I have stated full that I have desired with 
reference to the pending measure. The bill we bring you equips 


the Library, gives it the subordinate force asked for by the Joint 
Committee on the Library, as submitted in the Book of Estimates, 
as well as by Mr. Spofford and Mr. Green, for the new Library of 
Congress. e give all that is required for the purpose contem- 
plated. We give you no new legislation save that which makes 
the qualification of the subordinates in the new Library dependent 
upon their fitness according to the rules of the Librarian. We 

ve you a clear, clean bill, protected by every legal method, ask- 
ing nothing excepting what the law provides. e change no law 
from 1802, covering the appointing power in connection with the 
Library. We take from the Committee on the Lib: no respon- 
sibilities as to copyright or the regulation of the Library. We 
take the law which has been well carried out since 1802, and ask 
the House to stand by the bill submitted by the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

Mir. CUMMIN GS. Mr. Chairman, as the minority member on 
the Joint Committee on the Library, I submit a few observations 
to the House without prejudice to either the subcommittee on 
Appropriations or to the Joint Committee on the Library. 

In ine last Congress a joint resolution came from the Senate 
asking the 1 e of a special committee to investigate the 
Congressional Library, and to propose some plan for the removal 
of the books, and for the government of the new Library building. 
This was amended so as to provide that the Joint Committee on 
the Library should sit as such special committee during the recess, 
ascertain the condition of the Con ional Library, and propose 
some plan for the removal of the ks and for the work in the 
new Library building. 

As a member of the committee, I was here one month before the 
opening of this session. This committee held its sessions and lis- 
tened to all that Mr. Spofford, the Librarian, had tosay. It sum- 
moned before it the most expert librarians of this country, listened 
to their statements, andasked their advice. Before the investiga- 
tion was ended wefound that a subcommittee on Appropriations 
was at work on the same line, without regard to the action of the 
House or of the joint committee. 

The Committee on Appropriations did some surprising work. 
It brought before this House a legislative, executive, and judicial 
appropriation bill a week ahead of the holidays, something un- 

att ee I believe, in the history of this country. Before the 

timony taken by the joint committee was all in, this Commit- 
tee on Appropriations was prodding the joint committee to hurry 
up 2 05 its investigation, or we will make our report and leave 
vou out.“ 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman allow me to make a 
statement? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I will. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I yielded to every gentleman who asked me 
to eee 1 1 

Mr. C GS. I did not interrupt you. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I merely desire to state to the gentleman that 
it has been the custom of the Committee on Appropriations to 
bring in the District appropriation bill before the holidays. The 
chairman of the committee communicated to me that the gentle- 
men in connection with the District appropriation bill—— 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Well, now, Mr. 8 

Mr. BINGHAM. I want to give the reason why they did not 
want to bring the bill in. 

Mr. GS. The fact that they did not is enough. 
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-The combine was there in full feather. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Then the gentleman does not want to know 
the reason 755 we did not bring the bill in. 


Mr. C GS. Iam not impugning your action. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I think the gentleman is. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. The fact itself is enough. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman stated that we brought it in 
before his committee reported. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. t is correct. I say you brought it in 
before the testimony taken before the Joint Committee on the 
Library was even revised. You brought it in before the Joint 
Committee on the Library had any opportunity to make a report. 
No report has been made to this day. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I know that the joint committee can run on 


as long as morvan to, but that is no reason why we should stop 
the supply bills of the Government. 
Mr. GS. We were acting at the instance of the 


House, and the Committee on Appropriations practically took 
from us our privilege and our right of action. 

Mr. BING . You were to report to the House, but you 
have not made your 9 

Mr. CUMMINGS. e have not had an opportunity. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman representing you came in 
with your proponon legislation. 

_Mr. CU G8. y did you come in with 
tion here, ahead of our report, and without waiting 
mig ot the testimony taken by the joint committee? 

. BINGHAM. If the gentleman will allow me to explain, I 
will tell him. Will the gentleman allow—— 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Notif you pas I did not interrupt you, 
although you probably unwittingly made misstatement after mis- 
statement. 

Mr. BINGHAM. What about? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. No matter. It makes little difference. I 
do not desire to be interrupted, and I do not mean to make any 
misstatements. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Very well; I shall not interrupt the gentle- 
man. I refrain, however, through pure co y: 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman declines to be interrupted. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Now, Mr. Chairman, what is the meaning 
of this action of the Committee on Appropriations? Why is it 
that this bill is brought in here before the holidays? Why was 
not the District of Columbia appropriation bill putin here? Why 
was not the sundry civil bill put in? 

Mr. BING Why does not the gentleman allow me to 
state the reason? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Why is it that the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill was brought in here before the holidays? 

y is it that the Committee on Appropriations is so anxious to 
run ne Library in the same way that it has been run in years 


past 

I noticed that when the gentleman from New York . Quiaa] 
was making his masterly argument the other day on behalf of the 
bill reported from the joint committee, all the members of what 
you gentlemen on the other side call the hog combine” were on 
their feet, deviling him and asking him questions. [Laughter. 
One big chief said thati 
the proposition of the joint committee was passed by the House 
he wanted to be put on the Committee on the Library immedi- 


ately. r 

Now, gentlemen, I did not vote in committee to sustain the sub- 
stitute Which the gentleman from New Vork . QuieG] bas 
proposed here. That substitute was not his substitute; it was the 
substitute of the committee. 

The gentleman [Mr. 58 and myself supported an entirely 
different Se ia on. It was a proposition that these appoint- 
ments should be made by the Joint Committee on the aS 
upon the recommendation of the Librarian or director. i 
course, as a Democrat, I can-not be interested in patronage at 
this time. [Laughter.] Some other time, possibly, but not now. 
Politics cut no figure with me in the investigation. I love books, 
I read books. I can not go past a secondhand bookstore without 
stopping to look at the books, and usually I buy one. 

y work on the committee was conscientious work and a work 
of love. I was personally interested in the condition of the Gov- 
ernment Library. The confusion there is something almost inde- 
scribable, but it is not the fault of the Librarian. o better man 
ever had hango of a library; but Mr. Spofford, like the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library, is subject to pressure that the Committee 
on Appropriations places upon them. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, I challenge the truth of that statemen 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Read Mr. Spofford's testimony and you wi 
not challenge it. 

Mr. CANNON. You read it. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. And you should have read it before you 
W this bill into the House. 


ye legisla- 
or the print- 


ANNON. You read it. I challenge the truth of that 


statement, and call upon you to read it. 


DECEMBER 21. 
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1896. 


Mr. CUMMINGS. I have not the testimony. You have not 
given us a chance to it printed. Why do you not call on me 
to read President McKinley’s ina: e? [Laughter.] 

Mr. CANNON. It is your committee that took testimony. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. e Librarian has been hampered by an 
insufficiency of each gy e and that insufficiency, and not the 
Librarian, is responsible for the condition of the Congressional 
Library. Spofford has done magnificently, hampered as he has 
been. I can go to him to-day and get any book or document in a 
surprisingly short time. Five ago there was a discussion 
on the floor of this House over the sinking of the Tallapoosa. A 
statement made by me was challenged. In seven minutes I had 
sent here by Mr. Spofford the files of three New York papers bear- 
ing date of the accident and confirming my statement. But, 
gentlemen, Mr. Spofford is not going to live forever. He says he 
has no shelf 55 use he never could get an appropri- 
ation for a shelf catalogue. He has a card catalogue, and that is 
all he can produce, with scant appropriations. b 

Now, I call the attention of my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BINGHAM] in charge of this bill to a matter under discussion. 
His bill reads: 

partment: ollowing under the direction of the Libra- 
125 wr acre A somone dy Fog ra execution of 8 law. namely. 

Mr. Spofford told the joint committee that he had repeatedly 
asked to be relieved from the control of this copyright business. 
It interfered with his duties as Li He angoa the joint 
committee in drawing up its bill to see to it that. the Librarian 
was relieved from copyright duties. You gentlemen of the 
Appropriations Committee examined hi He could not tell you 
anything different from what he told us; and yet we find here tha 
you have again burdened him with the copyright load. : 

Now, more than that; Mr. S. rd— 

Mr. ay Will the gentleman allow me there? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Yes. 

Mr. QUIGG. That, as I understand it, constitutes the reason 
for the difference which was pointed out by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania in his own bill and our substitute. We had pro- 
vided a clerk whom we called a register of copyrights. 

Mr. BINGHAM. And we provide an assistant. 

Mr. QUIGG. Our bill places the responsibility for copyright 
work ona enge individ n on berta Vers gr ce at the 8 
time placing the entire Library—the copyright departmen 
library de: nt, and the custodian’s eee aaa a director as 
hie CUMMIN MINGS. ‘That is right a designati 

si 5 t is right; and a proper ion. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we find that the Committee on Appropri- 
ations not only put the copre department in Mr. Spofford’s 
hands i his protest, but go further. They give him 
charge of the custodian of the building, of the police, of the engi- 
neers, of the electricians, of the elevator conductors, and the me- 
chanics, and the charwomen, and hold him nsible for their 
appointment. Great duties for the Librarian o Congress! 

r. BINGHAM. Who do you give it to? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. We give it—I say we,“ I mean the com- 
mittee. I do not e proposition. 

Mr. BINGHAM. You are ing for the committee. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. No; J am not. Iam ing for myself. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Lou are the only one who access to all 
the evidence. 

een I have not access to the evidence. It is not 
printed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I know you have to some. To whom do you 
give it? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. The committee gives it to the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is right. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Now, the Joint Committee on the Library 
are not overburdened with duties, as is the Librarian of Congress. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, after a special committee srpom by the 
House has summoned witnesses thousands of es, has taken 
their testimony, and has spent not only days but nights in the 
inyestigation and has formulated just exactly what the House 
asked it to do, I submit the question to the House whether it is 
right for another committee to ‘‘ hog” the whole business before 
the report is even begun and before the testimony has all been 
received from the stenographer. 

Mr. BINGHAM. This law takes effect the ist of next July. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Then why such haste? The appointments 
Tha _ effect after the inauguration of the next President, 

ughter. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Our bill will not. 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman says that his bill will not take 
effect until the ist of July. His bill appropriates $7,000 to be 
. available. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Les, for furniture, and $6,000 for the trans- 
fer of the books to the new building; but the gentleman [Mr. 
Cummings] is talking about the plan. 
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Mr. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. , in this connection, 

I want to say that I understand New York has two members on 

the Joint Committee on the Library, while Pennsylvania has but 


one. [Laughter. 
One point more, Mr. Chairman. Thereason 


UIGG. The $6,000 will 155 a. very little way. 


Mr. IN ds, 
why I supported the proposition to have the appointments made 
by the pa committee on the recommendation of the director 
of the Library was because of the testimony of Mr. Putnam 
librarian of the Boston Library. That library is one of the most 
complete in the United States in its appointments, in its service, 
in its cataloguing, and Mr. Putnam is not only a librari. 
but a practical business man. Over that library there is a boa: 
of trustees. These trustees make the appointments upon the 

N gan a iaa ž 4 lb large as the Lib fC 

ow, in my ju ent, a library as as the Library of Con- 
gress y ought to have some head besides the Librarian and 
the Committee on 8 If there is a more proper head, 
if there is a more suitable body, than the Joint Committee on the 
Library to act as board of trustees for that institution, I would 
like to see them. What is the Joint Committee on the Library? 
Why is it that the Committee on Appropriations, after absorbing 
at one time the duties of nearly every other committee in this 
House, now come forward with a proposition which practically 
makes that committee the Committee on the Library? For, if 
the Librarian makes the appointments, the Committee on A 
ropriations make the appropriations, and don’t you forget it! 
B 

Mr. BINGHAM. They always do. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Of course they do, and to-day one Senator— 
a member of the Committee on Appropriations—has, it is said, 
seventeen ap. intments in the 11 

Mr. BIN 1 red gues he has here thirty years. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. And my friend from Illinois [Mr. Canyon], 
as he tells us, has one. Iamgladofit. That is more than I have, 
although I have been on the Committee on the Library for six 
years. 

Mr. CANNON. It has been stated that I had fourteen, but I 
do not think the gentleman’s committee circulated that report. 
(Laughter. ] 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I want to give notice that I shall offer as an 
amendment to the bill the proposition to have the employees ap- 
pointed by the Joint Committee on the Lib: , upon the recom- 
mendation of the director of the Library. I fail in that, I 
shall move to strike out from line 3 down to line 7, leaving the 
Library ically (aside from the appropriations made in this 
on) under the same supervision as it is to-day; for I believe that 

ay the Joint Committee on the Library have some supervision 
over it, and I do not believe that after the of this bill the 
joint committee will have anything whatever todo withthe Library. 

y proposition to make the joint committee msible for the 
appointments upon the recommendation of the Li ian seems to 
= to be concise and practical, and I hopeit may be carefully con- 
sidered. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I shall detain the committee 
but a very few moments, and I ask theattention of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Quice]}. I have read to-day the substitute 
which he ae . course I am familiar with the legislative 
bill, and I make this statement, that so far as the personnel of the 
force provided for in the legislative bill. and the personnel of 
the force provided forin the gentleman’s substitute are concerned, 
they are the same. The point of divergence is this, that under 
the legislative bill the Librarian of Congress, to be appointed after 
the ist of July next 

Mr. QUIGG. I beg thegentleman’s pardon. There is nothing 
like that in his bill, 5 

Mr. CANNON. Well, the increase of salary takes effect after 
the Ist of July next 

Mr. QUI I know; but I hope the gentleman will be accu- 
rate. e is now undertaking to state what his bill contains, and 
I do not want him to state anything that it does not contain. 

Mr. CANNON, Oh, well, the President has power to remove 
the Librarian at any time. 

Mr, QUIGG. At any time; and he has had for ninety years; 
and the present Librarian has been there for thirty years. 

Mr. CANNON, Precisely. Now, I say, Mr. Chairman, as to 
the personnel of the force in the new Library under the legislative 
bill, it is substantially the same as the personnel under the gen- 
tleman’s amendment, 

Mr. QUIGG. It is precisely the same, with the single distinc- 
tion that you propose to appoint an assistant to the Librarian, 
whom you intend to act as a copyright clerk, while we appoint a 


register of copyrights. 
Ar. CANNON. That is a difference of name. 
Mr. QUIGG. Precisely. We are not divided on the number 


of clerks or their compensation. 
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Mr. CANNON. Not at all. Now, the only difference is in the 
method of the appointment of the force. Under the legislative 
bill, which I hold in my hand, the law is left just as it is now, so 
that the President alone, without any confirmation by the Senate, 
appoints the Librarian. That is as it has always been. 

. LACEY. Under the substitute of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Guida] the Joint Committee on the Library may 
remove these employees from time to time, 

Mr. QUIGG, Oh, no. UndertheamendmentI have submitted 
to-day those employees are not to be removed except for cause 
and after investigation. 

Mr. CANNON. Very well. I will come to that point in a mo- 
ment. Under the gentleman’s substitute the Librarian of Con- 
gress is to be ee by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. It is forthe House to determine whether 
in that respect the gentleman's substitute is better than the law 
as it now stands, under which the Librarian is appointed by the 
President solely without reference to the advice and consent of 
the Senate. In my judgment, the best way is to let the law in 
that respect stand as it is. 

Under the scheme embraced in the legislative bill the officers 
appropriated for in this new Library are to be appointed by the 
Librarian of Congress, with due rd to their capacity for the 
work. I believe that is right. Under the scheme of the gentleman 
from New York—or rather under the scheme reported by his com- 
mittee, because the gentleman disavows this as his own scheme, as 
does his colleague on the committee, the other gentleman from 
New York—under the report of the committee, as embodied in the 
substitute offered by the gentleman, all these employees, except the 
Librarian of Congress, are to be appointed by the Joint Commit- 
tee on the Library, and that co ttee will have the sole power 
of removal. 

The gentleman says that he has modified his substitute so as to 

rovide that these officers shall not be removed except for cause.” 
ell, ‘‘cause” means anything that is displeasing to the party 
who has the appointing power, because as there is no appeal from 
the action of the appointing power, anything is “cause” which in 
their discretion they may make cause. So that, after all, the gen- 
tleman's amendment does not help the original proposition. 

Now, I believe the provisions embraced in this legislative bill on 
this subject are right. This Library is 5 a great depart- 
ment, embracing not only the national Library, but covering the 
copyright business and the care of that great building. I believe 
that, as a general proposition, appointments must, under the Con- 
stitution, be made by the President, by the courts, or by the heads 
of Departments. That is in substance the lan of the Consti- 
tution. Ido not think that Congress has any right to devolve 
this duty upon the House and the Senate; and I think that when 
our fathers 5 such a provision as a part of the Constitution 
they acted wisely, because it is not best—it never has been found 
best in the history of governments—to invest in the legislative 
power the administrative function. Hence, any such mingling of 
authority has been expressly prohibited by the Constitution. I 
know there was an eminent gentleman who once served in this 
House who said he did not know what the Constitution had to do 
“between friends.” But, after all, there is the provision of the 
Constitution by which we are governed. 

I think I can demonstrate to the House in a few moments that 
we ought not to attempt to violate the Constitution in this 
respect. From necessity, the House must appoint its own em- 
ployees; and from necessity the Senate must appoint its own 

employees. Now, what is the fact? I speak from investigation 
when I say that in my judgment this House has one-third more 
employees than it needs, and one-third more than it would have 
if it were a department of the Government, we making the legis- 
lation and appropriation for that department, and the department 
itself making the appointments. And I will add that the Senate, 
per capita, has four times as many employees as the House. Now, 
the wisdom of the fathers in constitutionally divorcing the legis- 
lative from the administrative power is apparent upon the bare 
statement. We must, of course, retain the appointment of our 
own officials. 

Mr. DRAPER. Does the gentleman think there is any one 
Department of the Government that has not one-third more em- 
ployees than it would need if it were carried on upon business 
principles? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, I think if we wonld let the business ont 
by contract—which the tleman understands it is not compe- 
tent for us to do—we could get along without so many employees 
in almost all the Departments. 

Mr. BENNETT. Even in Congress. 

Mr. CANNON. But, I repeat, for the work that is to be done 
I think the House has one-third more employees than any Depart- 
ment of the Government with corresponding work has; and the 
Senate has four times as many employees, proportionately to the 
number of members, as the House has. 

Now, I donot propose, so far as I am concerned, to start out by 


violating the Constitution—by throwing upon the House or the 
Senate or upon both the administrative function. That is what 
the gentleman’s bill does. In express words, it devolves the 
appointment of these one hundred and eighty-odd officers—upon 
whom? Upon the Joint Committee on the Library of the House 
and the Senate. Who makes the appropriations? Who would 


make the appointments in this department, includin; 
rforming the copyright service and controlling the national 
ibrary? hy, the House and the Senate. 

Mr. QUIGG. 1 in that line, let me ask the gentleman this 

uestion: Does he think that Congress would have the right to 
elect the Librarian if it wished to do so? 

Mr. CANNON. To elect the Librarian of the national Library? 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes; the Librarian of the Congressional Library. 

Mr. CANNON. Clearly not. 

Mr. QUIGG. You think that Congress would not have the 

ight to do that? 
r, CANNON. No more right than it would have to elect the 
Secre of the Interior. 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman, I believe, brought in an appro- 
priaton bill some little while ago, which Congress voted on, elect- 
a Cenal Casey to carry on the construction of that building, 

eno 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, no. 

Mr. QUIGG. I think the gentleman did. And he brought in 
a bill electing General Casey’s successor in the construction of 
that building. 

Several MEMBERS. Oh, no. 

Mr. QUIGG. Now, if Congress can electa man to spend $6,000,- 


000—— 

‘Mr. CANNON. The gentleman will allow me to reply. His 
committee, if I recollect aright, brought in a joint resolution 
naming first General Casey, and, upon his death, naming Mr, 
Green to be in charge—— 

Mr. aana rose, 

Mr. CANNON. Let me answer the gentleman's question. I 
do not want to wrangle. The gentleman’s committee brought in 
a joint resolution naming those parties, officers of the Govern- 
ment, to have charge of the construction of the Library. The 
House passed the resolution; the Senate passed it; the President 
approved it. That was an accomplishment of that object by law. 

ow, whether it was constitutional or otherwise it is not neces- 
sary for me to discuss at this time. Why, if our constitutional 
duty is to be determined by propositions that I have made, or my 
eminent friend from New York might make, or has made here- 
tofore, or will hereafter make, why then God save the Constitu- 


such force” 


tion! Ouida x. 
_ Mr. QUIGG. Now, I wish to call the gentleman’s attention to 


the original act. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, I know about that. 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman ought to allow me to interrupt 
him. He says he does not want to wrangle. Neither do I wish 
to wrangle with him any more than I did the other day. 

Mr. CANNON. What does the gentleman wish? 

Mr. QUIGG, I allowed myself to be interrupted during the 
discussion of this matter as often as the gentleman, or all of the 
members of his committee, wanted. 

Mr. CANNON. What does the gentleman want? 

Mr. QUIGG. I have told you. I rose for the purpose of call- 
ing the gentleman’s attention to the original act, as he was speak- 
ang upan that subject. 

Spe oan NON. Oh, no; Ido not care anything about the origi- 
nal act. 

Mr. QUIGG. Isuspected you did not. 

Mr. CANNON. The original act has long since passed out. 
Other legislation has taken its place, and it does not add anythin 
to the argument to call up a mistake that was madea red 
years ago. Our fathers made mistakes, just as we are liable to 
make mistakes, and when you come and want to bless a proposi- 
tion by a bad precedent, the precedent goes for nothing. 

Now, Isay, practically, that Congress has the power to legislate. 
It has the power to appropriate. It has in harmony with its 
poweri legislated and appropriated heretofore. nder that 
2 we have various 8 of the Government. 

e President and the heads of these Departments make appoint- 
ments of subordinates. Their action is reported to Congress, 
We haul them up, drag them over the coals,” if they fail to per- 
form their duty. Wehave the powers of impeachment; we criti- 
cise and investigate. And that is as it ought to be. Therefore I 
haye no patience with the contention embodied in the substitute 
of the gentleman from New York, when he proposes to practically 
take that power from Congress by creating a committee of the 
two Houses—a committee of the House and the Senate—and call 
it a joint committee, to conduct this department. 

Now, a word as to thecriticism of the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Cummings]. It is the business of the Committee on Appro- 
priations to report this bill. This is a short session of Congress. 
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We have reported it as promptly as possible. Wecould notreport 
the bill that we usually reported, because the gentleman from 
Vermont [Mr. Grout] was absent. We therefore saw proper 
to report this bill. This joint committee came to us, as I am 
informed. We did not go to them. They were authorized to 
investigate and report. They were authorized to report to the 
House. They did not report to the House. They have not yet 
done so. But they came to our committee and stated what they 
had done, and sought to have their scheme incorporated apon this 
bill. When we got their scheme the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania é eager bid the subcommittee, did not deem it a wise 
one. erefore we took the working force that the Committee 
on the Library eliminated and recommended it, and turned down, so 
far as we could by recommendation, this conferring of power on the 
joint committee here of the Senate and House to run a depart- 
ment. Then the gentleman from New York begins to kick; begins 
to complain and to scold about the Committee on Appropriations 
wanting to ride over them.” The trouble is that we took the 
employees—they having investigated the matter—and when we 
refused to let them ride over our bill with unconstitutional and 
unwise legislation, they come and kick and scold, I was going to 
say just as an old woman would, but I will not; it would not be 


ie ee f 
. WILLIAM A. STONE. Before the gentleman from Illi- 
nois takes his seat I wish to ask a question. 

Mr. CANNON. a ` 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Iunderstood the gentleman from 
New York to suggest that this was a mere controversy between 
the two committees—I refer to the gentleman from New York 

. CumMINGs]. He suggested that it was a controversy, as I 
understand it, between the joint committee and the Library Com- 
mittee as to who should control the patronage? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. You misunderstood me. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Iam very glad to be informed. 

In this connection, I wish to state that the Committee on Appro- 
priations have nothing whatever to do with the appointments 
under the bill which they brought in. 

Mr. QUIGG. Would not permit themselves to have anything 
to do with it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Most certainly not. 

Mr. QUIGG. The gentleman from Pennsylvania would not 
have anything to do with it! = 

Mr. TLLTAM A. STONE. The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Quiae] is quite able to take care of what is his due in matters 
of appointment. 

Mr. QUIGG. Ishould hope so. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Another thing; these appoint- 
ments are all vested, by the bill reported by SE colleague [Mr. 
BinGHAM], in the Librarian, and the President has the power to 
e Librarian without the advice and consent of the Sen- 


appoint 
Where else 


ate. Now, the authority must be lodged somewhere. 
can you better lodge it? 

And then another suggestion, which is in the form of a ques- 
tion. This is called the Congressional Library. By what author- 
ity and by what right is it so called? It is a national library. 
Everybody has access to it. Why should a committee of Con- 

ess, a joint committee or any other kind of a committee, control 

at Library in matters of appointment any more than they should 
control the Pension Office appointments? 

Mr. QUIGG. That is the question. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, well, Mr. Speaker, as to the gentleman’s 
first question, as to this being a contest between the Committee 
on the Library and the Committee on Appropriations, I simply 
wanta to say, if anybody supposes that to be the case, they are 
misled. 

Mr. RAY. Well, may I ask— 5 

Mr. CANNON. In a moment. There is no such contest. The 
substitute absolutely lodges the power to appoint, to bind and 
loose, as to every one of these employees, save one, with the Joint 
Committee on the Library, to employ, to turn off, to reemploy. 
The Committee on Appropriations antagonizes the conferring of 
that power, because it is unwise, and against the Constitution, 
and against good government. 

Now, what do we propose in lieu thereof in our scheme? I will 
state it again. We propose to authorize the head of this depart- 
ment to make these appointments, and that is the way the appro- 
priations are made, substantially, for the public service. The 
Committee on Appropriations have no more to do with the con- 
2 of those appointments than any other committee in the 

ouse. 

Mr. RAY. Now may I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. RAY. Is not that virtually placing these 5 in 
the hands of the Committee on Appropriations? It seems to me 
that it is, because, if you will pe 
gressional Library without these ap 
their pay without the consent of 


t me, you can not run the Con- 
intees, and they can not get 
e Committee on Approp 


If they do not do just exactly as the Committee on Appro- 
priations want them to do, why then you may refuse to appropri- 
ate the money, and out they go 

e 


tions. 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman, eminent lawyer 
as he is. would not have made such a statement 

Mr. RAY. Ido not say that as a matter of fact, understand 
me, but is not that the ground work? Here is the suggestion I 
want to make. 

Mr. CANNON. I understand the suggestion. 

Mr. RAY. Now, let me explain. ou seem to think that I 
made that statement as a reflection on the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

Mr. CANNON. Not at all. 

Mr. RAY. I did not so intend it, because I want to say that I 
am in favor of your scheme and shall so vote: but I was simply 
suggesting that as the ground work of the fear that some gentle- 
men seem to have. That is all. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, if the gentleman will allow me a min- 
ute, I will disabuse his mind. 

Mr. RAY. You do not have to disabuse my mind. 

Mr. CANNON. Very well, then. I will disabuse the mind of 
an pony who may haye been misled. 

. WILLIAM A. STONE. That may have been abused. 


[Laughter. 
Mr. CANN ON. That may have been misled ig that propo- 
sition. Just a word, now, andI will get through. This House 
is composed of 357 members, sopo upon committees by the 
Speaker. The jurisdiction of those committees is determined by 
the rules of this House. ú 

There is not a committee of this House that can appropriate 
anything. Legislation, whether it be 5 or other- 
wise, is formulated by the committees to be reported to the House. 
The House passes upon it, amends it, lays it upon the table, or 
does what it chooses, the committee be the servant of the 
House. Therefore, the question is answered when I say the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations has no power to loosen or bind. Itisa 
mere convenience of the House to perform its directions. 

This bill, I will say to the gentleman, reported by the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations to this House, carries appropriations for 
over 10,000 of subordinate force and the pay of over 10,000 people; 
yet this Committee of the Whole, this afternoon, can lay the 
whole of it on the table, strike out the enacting clause, strike out 
any portion of it that they choose or increase anywhere along the 
lines that the law will permit. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. „Chairman, it is my intention to offer 
an amendment to the substitute of my distinguished colleague 
from New York; but before sending it to the desk I do not wish 
to be misunderstood. I am opposed to the substitute and in favor 
of the bill as reported from the committee. 

The Congressional Drey is destined to become the greatest 
library in the world. To it a Congressional Library is a mis- 
nomer. It should rather be called the National Library.” In 
it every citizen should feela patriotic pride. Itshould be divorced 
entirely from politics. The tenure of office of the Library em- 
ployees should be permanent, with far more reasons than applies 
to any other Department of the Government. To subject the 
Library to a change of employees with every new Congress would 
be disastrous to its efficiency. Almost as well dump its vast num- 
bers of books into the bottom of the Potomac. The proposed sub- 
stitute of my colleague is therefore a backward step, the adoption 
of which would be deplorable. But if there is any danger that 
the substitute is to be adopted by this House, it is in the interest 
of correct legislation that it should be perfected. The argument 
of my colleague from New York, as I understand it, is that 
because all resolutions and rules and bills relating to the Library 
are referred to the Committee on the Library, therefore the Com- 
mittee on the Library should have charge of all the appointments, 
which number about 187. Following the same line of argument, 
I would call the attention of my distinguished colleague from 
New York to the fact 

Mr. ee Mr. Chairman, there was nothing of that kind 
in anything I have ever said. The gentleman is absolutely in 
error about what I have said. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD, Iso understood the remarks of my col- 
league from New York, to which I listened with great attention 
on Saturday; and certainly the substitute which he offers so says. 
I wish to his attention to the fact that that substitute 
refers to one part of the Library called the copyright depart- 
ment,” and to the further fact that all bills introduced into this 
House relating to copyrights are properly referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents. Therefore, following the same line of argument, 
all appointments for that department ought to be made by the 
Committee on Patents. I therefore offer this amendment to his 
substitute with the statement that my only argument in its favor is 
that I ama member of the Committee on Patents, [Laughter 
and cries of “ Vote!” Vote!“ 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, however, That in the copyright d ent, the appointments for 
which provision is herein made—to 8 he $3,000; twenty- 
nine clerks, two at $1,800, two at $1.600 tree at $1 each, ten at 
F be e by the Committee on 


ter. 

K. NN. That is an amendment to the substitute? 

Mr. BINGHAM. As IJ understand, that is an amendment to the 
substitute. Now. Mr. Chairman, I ask that we proceed to a vote. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, I desire to move the amendment 
that I gave notice of. Ihave offered an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that. 

Mr. QUIGG. And I desire to say, further, that my colleague 
moves to amend that amendment, and I shall be very glad to ac- 

t it on behalf of the Committee on the Library. 
r. CUMMINGS. Isend up an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York sends up 
an amendment to the text, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “persons,” in the fourth line in the clause relating to 
appointments and removals, insert as follows: 

“On the recommendation of the director of the Library.” 

Mr. BINGHAM. Is that an amendment to the substitute? 

Mr. CUMMINGS, Itis. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair understands this to be an amend- 
miit. CUMMINGS. That i right; and it is ted, I will 

T, . 18 >; an „I wi 

state to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, by hy CARAS [Mr. 


UIGG]. 

Ai. N GRA. Amendments have been offered to the bill, a 
substitute has been offered, and certain amendments have been 
offered to the substitute. I hope the gentleman will indicate what 
paragraph the amendment is to, so that we can go on, under the 
rule, under the limitations of amendments to the bill and to the 
substitute. 

Mr. QUIGG. The only difficulty as to that is that the substi- 
tute has not been printed with numbered lines; so that it is diffi- 
cult to indicate where the amendment comes in. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman can indicate the connection. 

Mr. QUIGG. It is to be inserted, if the Chair will permit me, 
at the end of the fourth clause of the substitute. 

on the shall have to establish rules 
e IA toe ts 9 use of the of Congress, ae 
with the exception of the director of the oe nga $ to employ or remove 
persons on the recommendation of the director of the Library. 
` Mr. CUMMINGS. Iunderstand that my colleague [Mr. Quiea] 
accepts that amendment? 


Mr. QUIGG. I accept the amendment. 
Mr. MIA IA ns. . Chairman, I understand the of 


the amendment offered by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Cummins] to be this: That it virtually takes this business out of 
the hands of the Joint Committee on the Library and requires 
them to appoint upon the recommendation of the director of the 
Li ? 


Mr. nac Precisely. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. So that the man who will int is the man 
who will have the responsibility for the conduct of the appointees? 


Mr. guca y. 

Mr. GHAM. In other words, the appointments are subject 
to confirmation by the 1 committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. 0 liamentary situation is this: The 


right to te my amendment in the tion, as there 
has been no action taken on my substitute. It is my proposition. 
Mr. BINGHAM. No, itis committee’s ition. 


Mr. QUIGG. I think that until action has taken on it I 


have a right to modify it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to state the parlia- 
mentary situation, if the committee will indulge him. The gen 
tleman from New York [Mr. Omaa] omera a substitute, to which 
he subsequently offe an amendment. Another amendment 
was offered to that substitute by another tleman from New 
York, and now the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cuammnes] 
offers an amendment to the text of the bill—that is to say, to the 
3 of the bill that were over by consent. 

Mr. QUIGG. H the Chair wi me, the amendment of 
my colleague is not to the text of the bill; it is to the text of the 
subatitutes My colleague offers an amendment to the substitute 
6777... EIA CATEL ES PODS es toons 

use ing to a; tment and removal, he pro i 
don the 5 of the director of the Li so that 


that clause will read: That the Joint Committee on the Library 
shall make the appointments and removals on the recommenda- 
tion of the director of the Library.” 
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The The Chair understands that the gentleman 

from New York [Mr. Cummins] assents to the statement of his 

5 A ora QviGe] that the amendment is an amendment to 
e su 


Mr. CUMMINGS. It is an amendment to the substitute. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the bill, if it is in order at the t time. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in order. e gentleman will send up 
his amendment. 

Mr.BINGHAM. Let the gentleman indicate the line and para- 


graph. 
Mr. SHAFROTH. The line and paragraph are indicated. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


Strike out, in line 2, page 19, after the word “ Librarian,” the foll 
wax thousand dollars," and insert in lieu thereof the words “five tho 


Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Chairman, I sent up an amendment 
some time ago, and I should like to know what has become of it. 

The C > The Chair will recognize the gentleman 
after this amendment is disposed of. The question is on the 
amendment offered by the tleman from Colorado. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. Mr. i I would like to say a word 
on the amendment. The object of itis to reduce the of 
this officer from six thousand to five thousand dollars a year. 0 
Librarian is receiving at the present time $4,000 a year, and it 
seems to me that in view of the depressed times and of the fact 
that a $5,000 salary is a great salary, this amendment ought to 

il. It is true that gentlemen who reside in the l cities 
are used to hearing of 2 who get large salaries, but the great 
mass of the people of the United States regard a wa mg’ fa $5,000 a 
year as an enormons one. I do not believe that this Government 
ought to be small in the compensation it pays to its officers, but a 
salary of $5,000 is very , and in view of its increased purchas- 
ing power at the present time it is about equivalent to a salary of 
$8,000 twenty years ago. — 

Now, Mr. in view of these considerations and in 
view of the fact that there are very few salaries in this Govern- 


of his assistants is more than doubled by this bill, and when these 
additional conveniences are given to him it would seem that in- 


e must bear in mind that some of ee A eei the 


United States receive very little more than bill gives to the Li- 
brarian. The members of the Cabinet, with all their responsibil- 
ities and with great social duties to perform, receive only $2,000 a 
year more than this bill provides for the Librarian. There can be 
nocomparison between those officersand the Librarian of Congress. 
When we take into consideration the condition of the people, the 
condition of the Treasury of the United States, knowing that each 
day there is a deficiency there, it seems to me we ought not to 
increase this salary at the present time; at least, ought not to let 
it exceed $5,000 a year. 

In view of the fact that the Librarian remains here in Washing- 
ton, is put to no expense of travel, that he can have his home here 
year after year, and that in addition the appointment when made 
will no doubt be a life position, the salary pro in this amend- 
ment is a fair and a remunerative salary. a Republic of this 
kind we ought to have no office that is profitable. ith us public 
office ought to be simply remunerative—not profitable. Whenever 
you exceed a salary of $5,000 for a position of this kind you are 
giving something in the nature of a profit to the officeholder. I 

the amendment will prevail. 
e CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Colorado Ar. SHAFROTH]. 

The question being taken, there were on a division (called for by 
Mr. SHAFROTH)—ayes 49, noes 50. 

Mr. SHAFROTH. I call for tellers. f 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SHAFROTH and Mr. BINGHAM 
were appointed. 

27 3 again divided; and the tellers reported —ayes 71, 
noes 61. 

So the amendment of Mr. SHAFROTH was agreed to. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I send to the desk an amendment to the 
text of the bill, to come in immediately after the first item. 

The Clerk read as follows: y 

The President shall nominate, and by and with the advice of the Senate 
shall appoint, the Librarian. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that an 
officer of this importance, with a salary of $6,000, or, according to 
— 1 N $5,000, ought to be appointed by the 

by with the advice and consent 


the Senate. 1 


1896. 
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an exception should be made in this case, 
remember correctly, no other exception—no 


see no reason wh 
when there is, if 
other case in which an officer of similar importan 
without the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Only a word in response to the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. RICHARDSON]. The bill as before the Com- 
mittee of the ole does not propose to change in thisrespect the 
law as it has existed since 1802. And the wisdom of that law is 
exemplified in the fact that since 1815, when the first Librarian was 
commissioned by President Madison, there have been but four 
Librarians of Congress. In this historical fact we have a remark- 
able record of permanence of tenure. This office carries with it 
none of the idea connected with appointments that run merely for 
four years. The appointment has been made solely by the Presi- 
dent. The Committee on Appropriations were of the opinion that 
there was nothing which would justify them in even suggesting 
a change of the law in this respect, for the reason that the law as 
it is upon the statute book has in the past worked so well, and has 
secured in the ition of Librarian ea, ed men. 
This is the consideration which governed the committee in fram- 
ing the bill. 

. QUIGG. I rise toa point of order. If I remember cor- 
rectly, we have already perfected the text of the bill. It was read 
through under the five-minute rule, amendments to various 
clauses were offered and were di of. The text of the bill 
having been completed, it was agreed by unanimous consent that 
my substitute might be offered and might pass through the same 

of perfection. But I make the point of order that this 
5 is not in order, because we have perfected the text of 
the bill. > 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The point of order raised by the gentle- 
man from New York . QUIGG] would at any rate come too 
late after two speeches been made upon theamendment. But 
T desire to submit that the point of order, even if it had been made in 
time, would not have been food, because under our rules the text 
of the bill must be first per before the substitute of the gen- 
tleman from New York could be voted upon, and inasmuch as we 
have not passed from the consideration of the text of the bill, addi- 
tional amendments are in order. As long as amendments are 
offered to the text, they must first be voted upon before the ques- 
tion can come up on the gentleman’s substitute. But at any rate 
it is too late to make the point of order. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in reply to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 


vania—— s E 
Mr. QUIGG. Will not the gentleman allow the Chair to decide 
the point of order? 
e CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the point of order. 


ce is appointed 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I knew what the Chair was going to 
decide. [Laughter.] j 
In reply to the gentleman from Pe Ivania, I wish to say that 


the adoption of the amendment I have offered will not in any way 
militate inst the idea which he has expressed; in other words, 
my amendment does not contemplate any particular term of 
oftice; and if there should be a new appointment made upon nom- 
ination by the President and confirmation by the Senate, there is 
nothing to prevent the appointee from holding for as long a time 
as previous incumbents, or even longer. It occurs to me that 
wit to an office of this kind we should not depart from 
the constitutional provision that the President shall nominate 
and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate appoint. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend 
by striking out the last word. In all probability the Senate will 

d this amendment to the bill if it should occur to them. Iam 

eg Seer from Tennessee has offered the amend- 
ment, because the Senate might not have thought of it. [Laugh- 
a There are some things that we ought to keep as free from 
politics as ible. Iam perfectly well satisfied, in all matters 
strictly political, to take my share of the patronage that belongs 
to me. Tan hter.] But in the tbag 

Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. Will the gentleman permit a 
question? s 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Not now. 

There are some things, Mr. i that we ought not to mix 
with politics—churches, for instance, and the Library is another, 
To confirm an appointment of this character—an appointment 
made by the President of the United States of a Librarian—you 
do to a certain extent clothe the Senate with political supervision 
and control over the appointment. It ought not to be. This is a 


great Library 
ot WILLIS wis How about the appointment of judges—Supreme 
urt ju 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I will yield to the gentleman for 
uestion after I have made my statement. 

This isagreat Library. Hundredsofthousands—amillions of dol- 
expended upon it. It is anornament to the cc uatry and 

Will be of value to our nation at present and for all time to come. 

We propose to make it the greatest Library of the whole world. 


very sorry the 


a 


The President can name a man, if you clothe the Senate witk 
the power to confirm, and they can refuse to confirm the appoint< 
ment; and the President of course will still have power to name 
another. But when a man’s confirmation is before the Senate, the 
Senators who might be di tononconcur in the appointment 
might be seen by the friends of the proposed librarian, and 
arrangements made by which the confirmation shall be granted. 

I say that no possible benefit can be derived from ing this 
a political office. The President under any circumstances will 
have to make the selection. Why, instead of ing this office 
dependent upon confirmation by the Senate it wo be analy 
proper, and just as reasonable, to provide that, the House ul 
advise and confirm the nomination. 

It seems to me that such a proposition ought not to receive an 
support on the floor of the House, and, I repeat, I regret piled d 
ingly that it emanated from this side. 

. McCORMICK. In direct line with the suggestions of the 
gentleman, I send an amendment to the desk, and ask its present 
consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman 
later, after the amendments now at the desk are disposed of. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I think the 
House ought to heed the advice of the distinguished gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE] upon the question 
of patronage, because I do not think there is a man here who 
knows the evils of patronage, and knows it from ience, more 
than the gentleman from Pennsylvania himself. engnter.| 
He knows from personal experience more of the evils likely to 
grow out of the effectiveness of seeing a man” who has some- 
thing to do with appointments, or has power to influence elec- 
tions, and realizes how dangerous it would be to confer this power 
on one man, especially where the 5 relates to a matter 

interested. 


in which 356 men are supposed to 

I submit, therefore, that after having this expert testimony,” 
and in view of our own ju tin the matter—a judgment that 
will confirm what the gentleman has said—we all of us, although 
we have had a great deal of experience, andsome of us have some 


ability, ought to agree with him, and vote down the amendment. 
ae 
Mr. W. A. STONE. A single suggestion. The gentle- 


man’s Own experience ought to allow him to favor this amendment. 

The C x question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. RICHARD- 
SON]. 

e question was taken; and the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Chairman, I now offer the amendment 
I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
“Provided, That all persons loyed in the said Library of Congress shall 

= ji rsons em 
88 solely ih referon to their Aeneas for the particular duty, 
and without reference to their political or party tions, and shall be 
removed for cause only.” 


Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Chairman, I wish to lift this great 
Lib above and beyond all political influences, and take it away 
from all the uncertainty of political administration, and for that 
reason I send this amendment to the desk. 

There is a provision in the former part of the bill which de- 
clares that employees shall be chosen for their aptness for the 
position they are to occupy, but I think it not sufficiently definite 
and emphatic, and I ask that this amendment be adopted. 

The care of this valuable and truly national Library in its 
new and magnificent home can be far better intrusted to men 


chosen for their knowledge and love of books than to men ap- 


pointed simply as a reward for political service. 

The language of the amendment is almost identical with that 
of the act of May 4, 1882, governing appointments in the Life- 
Saving Service, which act has been of inestimable benefit to that 
important service. 

r. WILLIAM A. STONE. Let us hear the amendment. 

The amendment was agai 

The question being n on the amendment, the Chairman 
announced that the noes seemed to have it. 

On a division (demanded by Mr. MCCORMICK) there were—ayes 


mentary inquiry. 
bill, was it not? 
The CHAIRMAN. To the text of the bill. 
Mr. FOOTE. Mr. i 
to the substitute. 
Mr. BINGHAM. The substitute is not being considered yet. 
The CHAIRMAN. The 8 from New York [Mr. 
Foote] will please withhold his amendment for the present. 
There are three amendments pending to the substitute. The 
question now is on the amendment offered by the gentleman from 


I offer the following amendment 
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New York [Mr. Quice] to the substitute, which the Clerk will 


28 4 5 
e Clerk read as follows: 
Provided, That the organization of the force to be empoy et in the new 


paar 9 7755 having been completed under the provisions of this act, 
ovals shall thereafter occur only for cause, and after full inquiry. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is an amendment to the substitute. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is an amendment to the substitute. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from New York [Mr. FAIRCHILD]. 

Mr. LIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, that is an amend- 
ment to the substitute also. A 

The CHAIRMAN. That is an amendment to the substitute. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I only call the attention of the 
committee to the fact, because there have been so many amend- 
ments. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair stated that it was an amend- 
ment to the substitute. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. I understand my colleague from New York 
[Mr. Quiae] accepts that amendment. 

The CHA . Nevertheless it must be voted upon. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Let the amendment be reported. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has already been reported; but without 
objection, the Clerk will again report it. 

e Clerk read as follows: 


ided, however, That in thi ht departm: th int: ts for 
which} rovision is herein n of copyrights 49 000; twenty- 
nine clerks, two, at $1,800 each; two, at $1,600 each; „at 25 each; ten, 
at$l ; ten, at $900 each, and two, at $720 each, shall be made by the 
Committee on Patents. 
ughter. ] 1 
e amendment was rejected. 3 
The CHAIRMAN. The question now is on the amendment 


offered by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cummines], which 
the Clerk will rt. 

The Clerk read as follows: Z 

After the word persons,“ in the fourth line of the clause relating to 


appointments and removals, insert as follows: 
n the recommendation of the director of the Library.” 


The amendment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York par: 
Foote] is now recognized for an amendment to the substitute, 
which the Clerk Tapore 

The Clerk read as follows: 


After the words “the office of the Librarian of Congress shall thereupon 
be abolished,” insert the folli 


librarian, one librarian 

assistant librarians, one chief of ca 
one superintendent of art gallery and 
hall of maps and charts 


three assistants, all to be 
ployee shall thereafter be 
Committee on the Library is hereby. 


make 

and use, and, upon satisfactory f that the duties here- 
fuk of hited new building have been tatiy performoi, the 
om and completion of the new ve n performed, the 
oint Committee on the Library is authorized to discharge he said Bernard 
Green of all duties and responsibilities in connection with said building; 
at any balance now existing of the 9 heretofore made for the 
construction and completion of the said building is hereby made available, 
ot only for that pw but also to furnish and equip the said building for 

its use as the Library of Co and also for the removal of the Lib: 

collections from the Capitol buil to the said new building, and the 
rector of the Library is hereby authorized to effect the removal of the said 
brary collec and their arrangement in the new b , and, with the 
advice and consent of the Joint Committee on the Lib: to purchase the 
necessary ture for the equipment of the said new building. The Joint 
Committee on the Library have power, except as above provided, to 
employ or remove all persons for whose compensation provision is made in 

this act.“ 


Mr. FOOTE. I wish to say, in explanation, that this removes 
from the substitute offered by my colleague [Mr. QuiGG] objec- 
tions which have been urged on the floor. This gives the director 
of the Library full power to appoint or remove his immediate 
force, all the heads of his departments, and all his assistants nec- 
essary to run the Lib A 

It leaves under the Livery Committee the subordinate force, 
and gives the House of Congress—the lower House—the right to 
overlook the building, and to have charge of the same to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. In other words, it merely takes from the 
vatro that of the force needed in the Library by the di- 
rector of the Library, or chief librarian, to properly carry out any 
scheme he may have in the way of cataloguing or any scheme he 
ay naya for the purpose of hastening the progress of the work in 


, and takes it entirely out of politics. Itherefore offer 

that amendment. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I simply desire to say that the bill submitted 
By the Committee on Appropriations is a consistent bill through- 


out. Perhaps the bill submitted by the gentleman from New . 
York [Mr. Quice] is a consistent bill throughout. This is con- 
fusing, and a change of either of these bills in all their consist- 
ency—— Eai of“ Vote!” “ Vote! ”] 
eC MAN. - The question is on the amendment offered 

by the gentleman from New York [Mr. FoorTeE] to the substitute 
which has just been reported. 

The question was en, and the amendment to the substitute 
was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is on the substitute 
offered by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Quiae]. 

The question was taken; and the Chairman announced that the 
noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Division, Mr. Chairman. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 27, noes 85. 


So the substitute was rejected. 
Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. I have an amendment I 
desire to offer. 
1 Is the gentleman's amendment to the origi- 
Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. Les, sir. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Add to line 18, page 21: 

“All the above 1 oe Librarian and two assistants are 
to be made from of eligibles to be submitted by the Civil Service Com- 
mission, under their rules, who are hereby empowered to hold examinations 
for all the above positions.” 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, I make the point 


of order 11 8 that that it changes existing law. 
Mr. QUIGG. But my friend wants it taken out of politics, 
[Laughter.] 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. My friend” is quite able to state 
what he wants. [Laughter.] I make the point of order that it 
changes existing law. 

The CHAIR . The Chair is constrained to overrule the 
point of order. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I would like to be heard on the 
point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The point of order I make is that 
the amendment directing that all appointments should be made 
under the provisions of the civil-service law is simply directing 
what the President had power to do under the law as itnow stands. 
In other words, it is a change of law as it now exists. The law 
gives to the President power to issue an order putting all these 
appointments under the civil service, and it is not necessary for 

ngress to repeal that provision by directing that it be done in 
this way. He can make such an order without any legislation of 
this kind, and it is a change of the law as it now exists. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Chairman, that part in the bill as 
reported by the committee to which this is offered as an amend- 
ment is itself a change of existing law, and being a change of 
existing law,an amendment toit is not obnoxious to the objection 


that it changes rege bee 
The CHAIRMAN x is bill when oa Sib to the House con- 
tained, in the paragraph relating to the Library of Congress, that 


which is manifestly on its face new legislation. This would have 
been subject to a point of order under the provisions of Rule XXI, 
section 2. No such point of order was e, and the bill therefore 
was sent by the House to the Committee of the Whole for consid- 
eration just as it was reported, and in its entirety. Under these 
circumstances, as has been heretofore several times ruled, no point 
of order could be made in the committee against the paragraph on 
the ground that it contained new legislation. The committee, in 
other words, could not refuse to consider what the House had sent 
to it for consideration. But the right of consideration involves 
also the right of amendment; that is to say, the committee has the 
right to perfect as it may see fit the matter submitted to it. For 
fones 5 the point of order is overruled. [Cries of Vote!” 
4: 0 l ELA 

Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. The House has already voted 
by two to one for a clause which practically amounts to the same 
as this, saying that this patronage shall be taken out of politics. 
Now, if gentlemen seriously intend to accomplish that the House 
ought to adopt this amendment, asit is the only practical method 
of 3 out what they have voted for. 

Mr. LIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, I su t that at 
this stage of the proceedings we ought not to put House on 
record in favor of a proposition of that kind. 

The question was taken; and the Chairman announced that the 
noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. Division. 

The committee divided, and there were—ayes 87; noes 78. 

So the amendment was ee 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed that by unanimous 
consent the paragraph relating to the civil service was passed over 
for consideration, and that consideration is in order at this time, 
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Mr. BINGHAM. Under the agreement with the committee, 
we passed over the aph commencing on e 24, Civil Serv- 
ice Commission, from fue 6 down to line 19. have no state- 
ment to make in connection with the matter beyond this. Your 
committee heard the Commissioners of the Civil Service. We 
gave them the same appropriation for the next year that we have 
under the current law. One of the Commissioners read to us a 
careful and elaborately prepared statement, wherein he submitted 
that at the conclusion of the reorganization of their force of 
subordinates they would be able to do their work during the next 
fiscal year with the same appropriation as during the current 

ear. We therefore appropriate the same amount of money for 
the same subordinate force. r 

Mr. Brosivs and Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire addressed the 
Chair. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the paragraph, after 
which the Chair will recognize the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

OIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. 

$3,500 ; chief examiner, $3,000; . 
885 ces rar e fen pe pdh ma class 3; teen bernie of class 2; 
n clerks of class 1; three clerks, at $1,000 each; two clerks, at $900 each; 
—5 ee two laborers; engineer, $ and two watchmen; in all, 

For necessary traveling expenses, including those of examiners acti 

direction of the Commission, and for expenses of examinations an: 
— — held elsewhere than at Washington, $7,000. 

Mr. BINGHAM. What amendment does the gentleman offer? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I have not offered anything. I have simply 
been recognized and have taken the floor upon this paragraph. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, we are under the five-minute 
rule, and nothing can be spoken to under that rule unless there is 
some proposition pending. Therefore, if there is no amendment 
offered there can be no recognition. 

The CHAIRMAN. The ir recognized the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Brosivs] assuming that he was going to offer 
an amendment. i 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, I was recognized by the Chair 
and I desire to say now that when I suggested the passing over of 
this paragraph and intimated that I might desire to make some 
observations upon it, it was understood that an opportunity would 
be afforded hea the paragraph should be taken up to submit 
observations as under general debate. The understanding was 
that this was to be treated precisely as the matter of the 5 de 
has been treated, which was en over in the same way, and in 
pursuance of that distinct understanding I rose a moment nee 
and 0 the Chair and was recognized. Have I the right 
to proceed? 

he CHAIRMAN, The gentleman has correctly stated the 
osition. 
i Mr. CANNON. A parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Chairman. Are 
we under the five-minute rule? ;, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is advised that this paragraph 
was passed over by unanimous consent, and that it was under- 
stood that when the paragraph was taken up, general debate was 
to be in order just as though it had come up for the first time. 

Mr. BIN GHAM. That is correct. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Chairman, I ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brostus] to yield to me to 
offer an amendment. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I will yield the gentleman two minutes in 
which to offer his amendment. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. [offer the amendment which 
I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that, strictly speaking, 
amendments are not in order until after the generat debate. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I know they are not, but I have yielded to the 
entleman from New Hampshire two minutes and he can do what 
e pleases with the time so far as I am concerned. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The amendment was read. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I raise the point of order 
against that amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I understand that the amendment is 
pay read for information. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is all. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Inow yield ten minutes to the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Evans]. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chairman, I am not at all opposed to a civil- 
service law which is properly restricted and wisely limited, espe- 
cially if it be executed in the spirit of fairness which should be 
behind it, but if it be a cloak merely for partisan benefit or advan- 
tage, or a vehicle for foisting 2 85 the people an office-holding 
class to the enormous extent nearly 75,000 persons, each of 
whom will have practically a life tenure,and many of them be 
in places where the civil-service principle is abnormal, and to my 
mind whollyinapplicable, then I think it is time to call a halt and 
consider whether the law itself should not be reconstructed, 


I chanced to have charge of one of the largest of the bureaus 
of the Government when the law went into effect in 1883, and 
cheerfully bear testimony to its beneficial results within the 
limited application given to it by President Arthur. Doubtless 
it was equally useful in some of the respects in which other 
Presidents have put it in force. That is to say, to the extent that 
such examinations as are fairly within its principles can be made 
to show fitness for places in the public service, it is, so far as I 
can see, unobjectionable; but if offices are to be filled through 
its operations, with reference to which no sort of congruity can 
be found between the examinations and the dnties of such offices 
then, in my judgment, it becomes absurd. To illustrate: What 
possible congruity is there between a civil-service examination 
and inspecting cattle, rae astillhouse, or hunting a counter- 
feiter or a moonshiner? I confess my utter inability to see any. 
Trial and experience are the means of developing fitness for such 
positions. 

I am not here to criticise the President. I feel that the country 
owes him a strong tribute of praise upon some phases, ially 
some later phases, of his official conduct, but I think nothing bet- 
ter illustrates what would be the dan; us powers of the Bresi- 
dent than some later rules made under the civil-service law, if 
those rules were not subject to revocation. Take, for example, the 
internal-revenue service, In my judgment, it would have been a 
most remarkable exercise of authority to extend the civil-service 
law irrevocably to deputy collectors, storekeepers, etc. The effi- 
ciency of these officers is so wholly dependent upon other qualities 
than those which can be developed by civil-service examinations 
that my astonishment might have been excessive, but for one 
chastening, or rather I should say modifying, consideration. 
Every one or nearly every one of those offices was filled by apart 
san of the President before the necessity dawned upon the Execu- 
tive mind to extend the panoply of civil-service reform over them. 
It would have excited less suspicion of using a law for party 
advantage if this extension had been made before the change in 
incumbents of the offices, or if the places after being made vacant 
had been filled through the operations of the law, or, indeed, if 
only half of the incumbents had been removed and their places 
filled with Democrats. : 

In either of these contingencies a possible show of fairness might 
have been preserved. It was certainly the exercise of a very kindly 
foresight to have the changes all made before any other step 
was taken. It was well to get good and ready for it. Any law 
which would admit of such misuse should be reconsidered, or its 
operations reformed, if the rules made by the President are irrey- 
ocaole. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman permit a question? 

Mr. EVANS. I prefer not to be interrupted now. At the 
test op of my remarks I will try to answer the gentleman’s 
question. 

Another instance was that of a certain large office in this city. 
By some lucky accident those who administered the affairs of 
that office were informed of the purpose to extend the law so as 
to embrace it in due season to prepare for the emergency. It had 
a inon appropriation to pay i 8 from, and had not been 
limited to any specific number of clerks or employees. Knowing 
what was to come, the employees of this office were largely 
increased. The official list was considerably padded, and 2 Go 
the order extending the law to it became effective it was easy to 
drop all the employees of one party and have a full complement 
of the faithful to be protected by law. 

And I am told that down in a city not very remote from where 
I live a way has been discovered by which the blind dispenser of 
civil-service lottery favors can discriminate with unerring exact- 
ness between a Republican anda Democrat. Whether these things 
all be exactly as stated I can not precisely say, but if they are so 
it seems to me to be time to look into the situation. 

To purely clerical positionsin the Departments and large offices, 
and toa t extent in the postal service, I think the civil-service 
law should extend permanently. Further than that it might 
become a cloak for the most violent partisan deceitfulness and 
misuse if the President could not change the rules. Iam not in 
favor of the bald doctrine that to the victors belong the spoils. 
There should be no such thing as spoils, and anything that is mere 
spoils should be abolished as odious; but I confess it is difficult to 
convince me that it is the logic of a great political victory that the 
other side shall still continue to run the Government and be in 
Poets ossibly at the very next election, materially to aid in 

ringing the country under the dominion of the most dangerous 
political doctrines. 

However, Mr. Chairman, while I have thought it well to call 
the attention of the committee to these matters, I think it is not 
necessary to repeal the law to remedy them. A careful investi- 
gation has left no doubt upon my mind that the whole subject is 
under Presidential control, and thatthe rules issued from time to 
time can be modified or revoked at any time the President may 
see fit. AndI find that the power of revocation has accordingly 
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been freely exercised. In making the comprehensive rules of No- 
vember 2, 1896, the President expressly revoked all others. If one 
President goes too far, another may correct it. The power to make 
rules necessarily includes the power to revoke them. And as the 
Chief Executive is the real fountain of all appointing power, we 
might suppose the rules of November 2 were made by the Presi- 
dent to conveniently govern in his own Administration but for the 
late date of their prom tion. 

ow, Mr. Chairman, I will hear the question that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee desires to ask. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I rose to interrupt the gentleman when 
he was citing certain facts, to ask him whether there had not been 
an illustrious example set to the present Chief Magistrate of the 
country by his immediate predecessor in office in making such 
changes as the gentleman spoke of. 

Mr. EVANS. Possibly so. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, Mr. Chairman, I ask for a few min- 


utes to 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman will allow me, 
CCC JV 
time to yield. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I did not ask the gentleman for any time. 
I addressed the Chair in my own right. 

Mr. BROSIUS. But I Was in possession of the floor, the gen- 
man will remember. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Irecognize that, and I ask the gentleman 
if he will not give me five minutes? 

Mr BROSIUS I can not do so now. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I will state to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
and to the gentleman from Pennsylvania also, that it is my = 
pose at the conclusion of the remarks of the from 
tucky [Mr. Evans] to move that the rise. 

Mr. BROSIUS. He has concluded now. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then, Mr. Chairman, I move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. As I understand, this matter will be 
open for debate to-morrow. 

Several MEMBERS. Oh, yes. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. BINGHAM that 

committee rise, it was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 


sumed the chair, Mr. DALZELL that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, having had under consider- 
ation the legislative appropriation bill, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLarr, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment the 
bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issuing and loaning of the ensigns, 
flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the 

f decorating the streets of the city of a on the ovca- 
sion of inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of , 1897. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendments bills of the following titles, in which the concur- 
rence of the House was requested: 

A bill (H. R. 5787) for the relief of Henry A. F. Worth; and 

A bill (H. R. 3189) for the relief of M. R. William Grebe. 

The message also announced that the Senate had to the 
report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments of the House to the joint 
resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of the act 
approved June 8, 1896, entitled! An act to section 61 of an 
act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Government, and 
for other purposes,” which becamea law August 28, 1894. 

The m also announced that the Senate had further in- 
sisted upon its disagreement to the amendment of the House to 
the bill (S. 1511) granting a pension to Mrs. Jane Stewart Whit- 
ing, had agreed to the further conference asked by the House on 
the disa gone votes of the two Houses thereon, and had = 
pointed Mr. GALLINGER, Mr. CANNON, and Mr. MITCHELL of W: 
consin as the conferees on the of the Senate. ; 

The messagealsoannounced that the Senate had further insisted 
npm its di ent to the amendment of the House to the bill 
(8. 1291) 1 an increase 3 to Celeste A. Boughton, 
widow of . Gen. Horace Boughton, had agreed to the further 
conference asked by the House on the votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and had appointed . GALLINGER, Mr. 
PALMER, and Mr. BAKER as the conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. Buck, for two days, on account of business. 
To Mr. STEELE, for two days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. Lawson, for ten days, on account of important business. 
And then, on motion of Mr. BuxeHam (at5 o'clock and 7 minutes 
p. m.), the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIV, the following executive commu- 

re oats were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as 
OWS: 

A letter from the Secre of War, transmitting the report of 
the Board of Ordnance and i ion for the year ending Octo- 
ber 31, 1896—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

c 3 mar eee. 

Engineers, report of examination and surve 

Apalachicola Bay, Florida, and the T. erg to eee Ker 
ttee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be 


A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Smithtown 
Harbor, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
and ordered to be printed. 
e in ie coer oF 

a copy of the court in the cases of 
Sou, Aha R. E. Wester, administrator of Joseph L = 

‘The United States—to the Committee on War 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of Arad sere? Sp hai ing his 
annual report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1896—to the = 
mittee on Ways and Means. 2 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of rule XIII, Mr. HICKS, from the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, to which was referred the bill 
of the Senate (S. 1838) entitled “An act to provide for the pur- 
chase of a site and the erection of a public building thereon at 
Durham, in the State of North Carolina,” the same with- 
out amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2362); which said 
bill and re were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
serene to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. COLSON, from the Committee on Claims: The bill (S. 
21) entitled An act to authorize the investigation by the Attor- 
ney-General of certain claims alleged to be due the late proprie- 
tors of the Knoxville Whig for advertising, and authorizing the 

yment therefor by the Secretary of the Treasury of any amounts 

‘ound by the Attorney-General to be legally or equitably due, 
(Report No. 2360.) 

By Mr. PICKLER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 9595) granting a pension to Mrs. Annie Witten- 
myer. rt No. 2361.) 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 8 of Rule XXII, bills and resolutions of the fol- 
lowing titles were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. McCORMICK: A bill (H. R. 9770) providing that the 
Potomac Flats shall be reserved and improved for park purposes 
under the name of the Potomac Park—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. ’ 

By Mr. MONDELL: A bill a R. 9771) providing that those 
who have commuted hom: may avail themselves of the pro- 
visions of the homestead act—to the Committee on the Publi 

By Mr. HULICK (by request): A dill (H. R. 9772) to protect 
citizens of the United States engaged in labor in foreign countries, 
and to increase the efficiency of domestic labor—to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. DANFORD: A bill (H. R. 9773) to levy and collect 
duties on wool, hair, sheep, cotton, and other fibers the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RINAKER: A bill (H. R. 9774) to provide for the pur- 
chase of a site and the erection of a public ding thereon at 
Jacksonville, in the State of Illinois to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. z 

8 CURTIS of Iowa: A bill oe R. 9775) to repeal so much 
of 189 of the Statutes of the United States of America, 

at the third session of the Fifty-third Congress, and a 
oved March 2, 1895, as requires that the lower portion of 
Rock Island i i shall not be ee an 5 
company withou ying a reasona ren or— Com- 
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Mr. JENKINS: A bill (H. R. 9776) to amend an act en- 


0 construction of a steel 
the St. Louis River, between the States of Wisconsin and 
sota”—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 55 
By Mr. STRODE (by ps pe A bill (H. R. 9777) te promote 
the safety of employees an upon railroads by compel- 
ling common carriers to equip 3 cars with safety ap- 


Between fr protect such persons from inj 
TW . 


Ax. Mr. CLARK of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 9778) to give trusses to sol- 
diers of the war with Mexico—to the ittee on Pensions. 
Mr. CUMMINGS: eee eee eee 


STE 


Connecticut—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles | H 
ted and referred as follows: 
. CLARKE of Alabama: A bill (H. R. 9779) for the relief 
Sarah A. A. Herndon—to the Committee on War Claims. . 


A e R. 9780) granting a pension to 


By Mr. COLSON: A bill (H. R. 9781) 


Mary J. Ellis, of Kendall, R i GIR. 978) granting a pension to | 


on Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. COOPER of Texas: A bill (H. R. 9782) for the relief of | 


ox M. A. Eddy—to the Committee on Claims. 
; y Mr. CURTIS of 10 of lowa: A bill (H. R. 9788) donating 2 con- 
e cannon and 10 condemned cannon balls to citizens of 
Iowa, for monumental 5 the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 
Mr. DRAPER ( 
Ae. Globe Works, o 
Giaitee. 


on War 


By Mr. KIRKPATRICK: A bill (H. R. 9785) granting a pen- | 


2 to Rebecca A. Kirkpatrick—to the Committee on Invalid 
ensions. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON (by request): A bill (H. R. 9786) for the 
relia? of Elias E. Barnes—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. OGDEN: A bill R. 9787) to pay to Marie Eliza 
earns of Natchitoches , La., an aoe found due by the 

C By ate Mr FICK ER. A bill (H. 3.77880 5 eee 

a on to 
H. Rollins—to the Committee on Érvali 5. par 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 9789) for the relief of the 
Roman Catholic Church of St. Peters, at Jackson, Miss.—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9790) for the relief of James Couch, of Clai- 
borne Cow , Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 


By Mr. I ELO AR: 27227. ͤ te ene 


Committee on Invalid Pen- 
granting a pension to Frederick W. 


N to John Wedemeyer to the 


. a bill (H. R. 9792) 
Ta n the Gommities on Invalid ane pa es 
a 0 9793) granting an increase of pension oseph 
C. Berry, alias Joseph White to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9794) gran a pension to Samuel S. Grim- 
mett—to the Committee on Sree Pensions. 
Also, a bill (H. R. 9795) granting an increase of pension to 
By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. . 9196) granting a pension to Tur 
( a pension to 
ner J. Bowli is the Comino: on eee 
By Mr. JOHNSON of California: A bill (H. R. 9797) to increase 
the pension of Gilbert G. Fancher—to the Committee on Pensions. 
By Mr. MCDEARMON: A bill (H. R. 9798) for the relief of F. 
W. Thomas, postmaster at Dyersburg, Tenn.—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


Se eae 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on 5 ‘ollows: 
Mr. ALLEN of 


Mississippi: Papers 3 to the claim of 
Abel Walker, of Tishomingo County, Miss. e Committee on 
War Claims. 


By Mr. BROMWELL: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 
of ee Ohio, concerning the improvement of the Missis- 
ast lig iver by re crevasses at Pass a Loutre—to the Com- 

ttee on Rivers and bors. 


ie mag cia bill (H. R. 9784) for the relief 
Boston, —to the Committee 


By Mr. CHICKERING: Resolutions of Joo Spratt Post, No. 
7 et ba ube an eiior te shale E g 

e recognition in their struggle for 
“ie —to the Caus = Forei, ee 7 

By HENDERSO per 2 en, of Covington, 
Ind., favoring the passage of House bill No. 8854, to pension 
maimed veterans of the late rebellion—to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

By Mr. HUBBARD (by request): Resolutions of James A. Gar- 
field Post, No. 6, Grand Army of the Republic, of Jefferson City, 
Mo. , condemning the action of Spain toward Cuba—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HULICK: Resolutions ad at a public m 8 
citizens of Columbus, Ohio; also, resolutions of the Young 
Seth Brown Club of Lebanon, Ohio, asking for the 5 nee 


Cuban independence—to the on Foreign Affairs. ' 
Also, ution of the California Wool Association, favoring the 
immediate passage of the Dingley bill—to the Committee on Ways 


and Means. 


By 2 Mr. REYBURN: Resolutions of the select and common 
councils of the city of Philadelphia, Pa., asking the United States 
to dig out the Channel at League Island Navy-Yard—to the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, resolutions of the select and common councils of Phila- 
delphia, for aid in d the channel of the Delaware 
River—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

_the 8 Sor Inston Economic 

e passage tion for the 
more effective eee the United States census to the 
Committee on 

Also, resolutions of the National Board of Trade, of Philadel- 
phia, Pa., in favor of the development of the merchant marine 
to the Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 


the Committee on p rhin Affaire 
By Mr. SPENCER: Papers relating to the claim of Lewis P, 
Kirk, of Tishomingo County, Miss.—to the Committee on War 


py 
AABO, i TES DE a eee L eno ot Hinai 
Sonaty, to the Committee on War Claims. 
32 ng ay O O A n WAN, , of Marshall 
Couniy, —to the Committee on War Claims. 
relating to the claim of B. A. Jones, administrator, 
of Mae Mar: Sad Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. WATSON of Ohio: Resolutions adopted at a mass meet- 


ing of citizens of Columbus, Ohio, relative to gran belligerent 

ign to the Cubans—to the Committee on Fo reign Affaire 
y Mr. WILSON of Ohio: Petition of 1,050 citizens of the city 
ieee Ei as also petition of the Ministers’ 


ion of Springfield, Ghio, favoring the passage of a law 
prohibiting the 3 obscene matter to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


Also, petition of citizens of Washington Court- House, Ohio, ed 
a commission to investigate the labor problem and suggest a solu 
tion—to the Committee on Labor. 

Also, resolution of the Ministers’ Association of 3 
Ohio, relating to arbitration for railroad strikes—to the Com- 
es on Lal 

tition of 1,050 citizens of the ee reas 
House, — EE also petition of the Ministers! Associations pole ape 
field, Ohio, favoring the enactment of better Sabbath laws for the 
national capital—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of citizens of the city of Washington Court-House, 
Ohio, favoring arbitration for railway strikes—to the Committee | 


on T. 
the 
the! 


Also, ie ot Benne 1 0 Soe No. N 3 
ringfiel voring the recognition 
e of tobe os the the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of 8 pro- 
ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. GALLINGER, and by unanimous 
consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of the 

rovisions of the act of February 3, 1887, certified copies of the 
final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent for the States of Oregon and Georgia; which were ordered 
to lie on the table, 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BrowninG, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills: 

A bill (S. 1723) to approve and ratify the constuction of a bridge 
over and across Caddo Lake, at Mooringsport, La., by the Kansas 
City, Shreveport and Gulf e Serio yrar re 

A bill (S. 1724) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and Gulf 
Railway Company to construct and main a bridge across the 
Black River in Louisiana; and 

A bill (S. 2989) to increase the ion of Caroline S. Baker. 

The message also announced that the House had disagreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7864) to amend 
the immigration laws of the United States, agrees to the confer- 
ence asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon, and had arenes r. BARTHOLDT, Mr. Dan- 
FORD, and Mr. WILsoN of South Carolina managers of the con- 
ference on the part of the House. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of sundry citizens 
of Guthrie, Okla., praying for the passage of the bill providin 
for free homesteads on the public lands in that Territory; whic 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Evangelical Association of 
New York City, praying for the adoption of an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States 5 the Deity; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a memorial of sundry citizens of Hack- 
ensack, N. J., remonstrating against a continuance of the treat- 
ment received by Armenian citizensin Turkey; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CANNON presented the petition of H. W. Hales and 11 other 
citizens of Utah, praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of K. G. Vaughn, of Car- 
roll County, Va., praying that he be reimbursed for losses sustained 
by him during the war; which was referred to the Committee on 


Claims. 
Mr. BURROWS presented a petition of sundry citizens of Alle- 
n, Mich., praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff 


ill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Galien, Mich., 

raying for the enactment of legislation to abate the organizations 
Tnown as trusts; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. GEAR presented a petition of sundry citizens of Fonda, Iowa, 

raying for the enactment of legislation for the relief of the suffer- 
hy Armenians in Turkey; which was referred to the Committee 


on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of 48 depositors of failed 
Freedman’s Saving and Trust Kompany of the District off>lum- 
bia, praying that an appropriation be made to reimburse them for 


their losses by the failure of that company; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PERKINS presented a petition of sundry citizens of Ven- 
tura County, Cal., praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALTHALL presented the memorial of J. M. Harrison 
and sun other citizens of Wayne County, Miss., and the me- 
morial of G. L. Cunningham and sundry other citizens of Wegue 
County, Miss., remonstrating against the passage of House bill 
No. 9345, to enable certain persons in the State of Mississippi to 
procure title to public lands; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public lands. 

Mr. CAMERON presented petitions of Lafayette Post, No. 217 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Easton, Pa.; of Captain Colw 
Post, No. 201, Grand Army of the Republic, of Carlisle, Pa., and 
of Colonel Crosdale Post, No. 256, Grand Army of the Republic, 
of Riegelsville, Pa., praying Congress to recognize the independ- 
once of Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


He also presented sundry papers to accompany the bill (S. 8272) 
granting a pension to Hannah Hess; which were referred to the 
Commi on Pensions. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of Zeb Branson Post, No. 
462, 8 of Illinois, Grand Army of the Republic, of 
Ipava, III., praying for the enactment of a service-pension law; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. COCKRELL, I desire a change of reference in regard toa 
petition that was presented by me yesterday praying for the pas- 
sage of a bill to prohibit the sale of liquor in the Capitol building. 
It was referred to the Committee on Rules. I understand that 
the bill on that subject which came from the House is before the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and not the Com- 
mittee on Rules. Upon the suggestion of my friend from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Harris], the petition was referred to the Committee 
on Rules. I ask that the Committee on Rules be discharged from 
its consideration, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr.PLATT. What bill does the Senator from Missouri refer to? 

Mr. COCKRELL. The bill proposing to prohibit the sale of 
intoxicants in the Capitol. 

Mr. PLATT, Some bill relating to that subject has been referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. I do not know 
whether that is the bill the Senator refers to. 

Mr. FRYE. It is a general bill touching the sale of liquor in 
the District which was referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. This bill refers to the sale of liquor in the Capitol 


building. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the petition go to the committee that 
has the bill, and then if that committee is discharged, it will go 
wherever the bill goes. The Committee on Rules does not have 
charge of that bill now, and the Committee on Public Buildings 
soo rounds has it. ` Whatever may be right about it, that is the 

act. 

Mr. FRYE. I think on the motion of the junior Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. Vest] the other bill was sent to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There is no question as to the propriety of 
the reference of the petition. It ought to goto the committee that 
has chee of the bill, no matter which committee it is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Jones of Arkansas in the 
chair). If thereis no objection, the change of reference suggested 
bed the Senator from Missouri will be made. The Chair hears no 
objection, and it is so ordered. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1609) to remove the 
charge of desertion from the anaes! | record of Peter Fleming, of 
Battery E, Third United States Artillery, submitted an adverse 
He thereon, which was agreed to; and the bill was postponed 
in 3 

Mr. PEFFER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the 12 5 755 R. 3113) granting a pension to Margaret A. 


eee repo it without amendment, and submitted a report 
ereon. 
Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 


was referred the bill (H. R. 3398) for the relief of Augusta Tuller, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon, 
e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 8415) granting a pension to Ella D. Cross, reported it with- 
out amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 
URGENT DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HALE. From the Committee on N I report 
back with amendments the bill (H. R. 9753) making appropriations 
to pig ca" Rye, Se deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1897, and for prior years, and for other pur- 

. Asitis very important that the bill should be be- 
ore the adjournment to-day, I ask for its present consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HALE. Lask that the formal reading be dispensed with, 
and that the amendments of the committee be considered as they 


are reached in the reading of the bill. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will be 
so ordered. 


The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

The first amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was, 
on page 3, to strike out lines 12, 13, and 14, in the following words: 

For the rent of a building for the Court of Claims for the balance of the 
fiscal year 1897, 82.500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 5, after line 2, to insert: 

SENATE. 


For . and pamphlets, at a rate not exceeding $1 per thou- 
sand, $5,523.07. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
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The reading of the bill was concluded. 


Mr. HALE. The committee has no further amendments. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to 
be read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HALE. I ask that the clerks see to it that the bill is sent 
to the other House as soon as ible. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3461) to grant a pension to 
Hans Anderson; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill (S. 3462) for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Alfred Duplantier, deceased; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims 


He also introduced a bill (S. 3463) for the relief of the estate of 
J. W. Tucker, late of Lafourche Parish, La.; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PETTIGREW (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3464) grant- 
ing lands to the State of South Dakota to aid the construction of 
the Dakota Pacific Railroad Company from Sioux Falls, S. Dak. 
to Granger, Wyo.; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. y s 

Mr. TELLER introduced a bill (S. 3465) granting a pension to 
Rafael Chacon; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3466) granting a pension to John 
Burns; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (S. 3467) for the relief of Jeremiah 
Sullivan from the charge of desertion; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BUTLER introduced a bill (S. 3468) for the relief of John 
D. Thorne; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3469) granting an increase 
of pension to Joanna W. Turner; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HARRIS (by request) introduced a bill on 3470) for the 
relief of the estate of TredwellS. Ayres, deceased, late of Memphis, 
Tenn.; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. WHITE introduced a bill (S. 8471) authorizing lands con- 
taining petroleum to be entered as placer lands, under chapter 6 
of the vised Statutes of the United States; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HILL (for Mr. Brice) introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 
184) authorizing the Smithsonian Institution to participate in 
the Exposition of Gas Apparatus and 5 to be held in 
Madison Square Garden, New Vork City, January 27 to February 
6, 1897; wnich was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. ; 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS, 


Mr. BLANCHARD submitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was 
z orrea to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
z Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was 
een to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
Printe 


m- 


INDEBTEDNESS OF PACIFIC RAILROADS. 
On motion of Mr. GEAR, it was 
Ord. That the computations of the Treasu AG ne chr ao regardin 
debts of the Union and tral Pacific Tailrond to nted, and that 1,000 
extra copies of the paper be printed for the use of the Senate. 
UNPAID ALLOWANCES OF CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
On motion of Mr. GEAR, it was 
Ordered, That the communication from the Acting Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a statement of the papaa allowances stan credited on 
the books of the Treasury of the United States to the Central Pacific halk 
Toad Company as compensation for services Se nonaided lines, together 
3 interest upon said amounts at the rate of 2 per cent per annum to the 
day of July, 1897, be printed. 
ANACOSTIA RIVER FLATS. 
On motion of Mr. McMILLAN, it was 
Ordered, That 500 extra copies of the memorial of the East Washington Citi- 
of the Anacostia 


ns’ Association. relative to the reclamation of the flats 
ver, be printed for the use of 


DEATH OF CHARLES GOVIN. 
Mr. CALL submitted the following resolution; which was read: 


Resolved, That the President be requested, if in his opinion not incompati- 
ble with the public interest, to transmit to the Senate such information as 
the State Department has relating to the death of Charles Govin, a citizen of 
the United States and a newspaper corr: mdent, from violence by the 
Spanish forces at Corredena, in the Island of Cuba, during the present year. 

Mr. CALL. Lask the Secretary to read a letter in support of 
the resolution, if there be no objection. 

Mr. HALE. What does the Senator ask be done with the reso- 
lution? 


Mr. CALL. I ask that it be 5 
Mr. SHERMAN. It is mere y a call for information. 
Rio HALE. Has the resolution the usual discretionary clause 
t 
Mr. CALL. It has. The resolution has the usual clause, if 
na incompatible with the public interest.” I ask that the letter 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Joxxs of Arkansas in the 
chair). The letter will be read. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
KEY WEST, FLA., December 19, 1896. 
My Dear SIR: I would like of Ease’ kindness to pass a resolution in case 
of my brother Chas. Govin, American born, and correspondent of the Equa- 
tor Democrat, of this city, who was hacked to pieces the Spanish forces 
under Genera] Ochoa, near Habana, in the place called Corredena. There is 
full information of this case in the State Department. In the name of an 
American mother, for the honor of our country and the sake of humanity, I 
ask you toinvestigate this case and help us in this matter asa good American. 
1 yours, very truly, 
J. M. GOVIN. 


P. O. box 247. 


Hon. WILKINSON CALL, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the resolution? 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to. 

THE INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM, 

Mr. BUTLER submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate: 


Resolved, That a special committee, to consist of three Senators, be 
appointed and hereby instructed, through a subcommittee o ise 


r other to 
inquire into the feasibility of appl the principle of direct legislation 
through the initiative and referendum to the n of the Federal Gov- 


ernment, and to report to the Senate at this on, by bill or otherwise, the 
results of said inquiry; and that for the purpose hereof the committee ba 
authorized to sit in the city of Washington, or any other city of the United 
States, and to employ such clerical aid as may be necessary. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President 
had on this da spproyed and signed the act (S. 2889) to aid and 
enco e the holding of the Tennessee Centennial Exposition at 
Nashville, Tenn., in the year 1897, and making appropriation 
therefor. 

UNION PACIFIO RAILWAY TRUST NOTES. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Yesterday I introduced a joint resolution 
(S. R. 182) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to take up 
and pay the Union Pacific Railway Company’s 6 per cent trust 
notes, and making an appropriation for that purpose, which I 
asked to haye lie on the table. I now desire to have the joint res- 
olution read at length, and I wish to make a brief statement in 

ard to the same before its reference. 
e VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved the Senate and House of Representatives, etc., That the Secre- 

of the jury be, and he is hereby, direc 
dae Shin Pacific Railway Company's 6 per ne ni er faethe Pear 


due thereon, and take possession of the bonds and stocks now held as securi 
for said notes, said bonds and stocks being the property of the Union Paci 


Railwa; Cpa 

r thesect ae tay be meaa te oe 
sum o h h! „ A * 
priated out of any moneys in the Treasury 5 otherwise spproprix "HÍ 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, I wish to call the attention 
of the Committee on Pacific Railroads, to whom I desire to have 
the joint resolution referred, to certain facts in connection with 
this matter. 

I am of the opinion that the Union Pacific Railroad was not and 
is not insolvent, inasmuch as previons to its going into the hands 
of receivers its income was sufficient not only to pay the operatin 
expenses, but all the interest upon its indebtedness except that - 


which it owed the Government. Nevertheless a floating debt was 
created for the express purpose, in my opinion, of securing the 
securities of the company which now are collateral to the trust 
notes issued for the floating debt, 
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In 1891 the company issued its 6 per cent geld notes for $8,500,000, 
or at least the principal and interest amounts to that sum at the 
present time, and deposited bonds and securities of the Union Pa- 
cific Railroad, 


the bonds and securities of the branch lines of the 
Union Pacific Railroad, with Morgan & Co. to secure these trust 
notes. 

The notes have been past due for two years. The interest has 
been unpaid, I understand. It is now pro on the part of the 
owners of these notes to fi upon the securities, organize a 

ration that is to hold the securities, issue bonds to the amount 
of $10,000,000, and issue $5,000,000 of stock, and deliver the stock 
to the people who take the bonds and furnish the money to pay 
these trust notes, the stock to be given as a bonus with the bonds, 
bef ay any 5 being paid for the stock 3 ae 
eir apparent purpose is to get possession of the bon 
stocks of the beans lines of the Union Pacific Railroad. These 
stocks and bonds amonnt to $93,000,000 and are worth on the mar- 
ket to-day from $35,000,000 to $40,000,000. Tet it is proposed to sell 
them to pay these trust notes, to get ion of the branch lines, 
and then, in case the Government the main line of the Union 
Pacific Railroad, divert the branch line to the Northwestern or 
other roads which nearly parallel the Union Pacific, and greatly 
t. 


of 
and Central Pacific railroads) these branch lines will be abso- 
lutely essential. The money of the Union Pacific Railroad has 
pe into their construction—$30,000,000 or $40,000,000 of it. 
wenty-eight million dollars of these securities are bonds, most of 
are worth , and over $50,000,000—yes, $65,000,000—is 
stock of the branch line, the Short Line, and other lines 
builtas feeders to the Union ific 

Now, unless this matter is attended to at once, there is no ques- 
tion but that these people will out their scheme of securing 
control of the branch lines, so as to divert business from the main 
line of the Union Pacific Railroad to other lines, greatly decreas- 
ing the value of the property against which the Government has 
issued its own bonds. 

There is no mention that I know of inthe report of the commit- 
tee with regard to this asset and no notice taken of it, and yet 
it is one of the most important assets the Government has. An 
advertisement has been placed in the Wall Street Daily News, 
rere by Mr. G. Moore, Mr. James W. Alexander, and Mr. John F. 
Adkin as a committee for the purpose of carrying out this project. 

Mr. PLATT. Who are they? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I understand this committee represent the 
estates which control the Union Pacific Railroad, which have 
made great fortunes out of the man: ent of the road, and have 
so managed the property as to swindle the ing fund and pre- 
vent the Government from securing its pay, and have discrimi- 
nated in such manner against the people they have served as to 
cause great scandal in relation to theseroads. But the same peo- 
ple who pro to carry out this plan of diverting this property 
are the people in reality who control the Union Paci 5 
and a part of the plan was a failure to pay interest on the first- 
mort bonds of the road, although revenue was sufficient 
to pay the interest, so that the appointment of receivers would be 
necessary, and the receivers appointed are men in the interest of 
men who controlled these roads at the time of their appointment, 
and the receivers refused to use the revenue for the Fees of 
interest on these prior bonds for the purpose of com ting this 
question and better facilitating the means used to defeat the claim 


of the Government against this property. 
Mr. GEAR. May I ask the Senator a question? 
Mr. PETTIGRE Certainly. 


Mr. GEAR. Can a receiver pay any money without the order 
of the court? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Iam notcertain that he can or can not. 

Mr. GEAR. It is the general rule that where a receiver is 
sprees by a court, he is governed by the instruction and order 

the court, and that he must pay in accordance with the order 
of the court. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The same people who controlled these 
roads previous to the 5 of receivers have succeeded in 
getting the receivers they want. The people who controlied bed 

y 
up the 
same policy. have not applied to the court for the payment 
of the interest. ey do not desire to pay it. They propose to 
control this 3 It seems to me it is the 5 f of the Gov- 
ernment of United States to pay off its first indebtedness, to 
pay off the trust notes, to take possession of these roads, and take 


possession of the branch lines of the roads and operate them, if 
necessary, in the interest of the people who dwell along the line. 
Certainly the Government of the United States can operate these 
roads to the greater profit and satisfaction of the people they 
serve than the men who have operated them in the past or the 
men who are engeged in this reorganization scheme. 

Mr. GEAR. y I ask the Senator a question? The Senator 
from South Dakota, I understand, advocates the policy that the 
Government shall take possession and operate these roads, if nec- 
essary. Is not that so? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Is that all of your question? 

Mr. GEAR. No. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Let us have the whole of it. 

Mr. GEAR. In that event, does not the gentleman 
the fact that upon pone operated by the Government the c 

an 


for an are from 30 to 40 per cent higher 
than upon roads 
Mr. PETTIGREW. Tam 


rations? 
the Senator has asked that ques- 
tion, and I shall be glad to answer it. In the first place, I do believe 
it would be well for the Government to take possession of these 
roads and operate them. Our experience in the past in the opera- 
tion of roads by private corporations has been such that it can not 
3 be worse if the Government takes control. On the con- 
trary, I believe that it would be far better. 

I will now answer the second part of the ’s question. 
In some of the countries of Europe I am aware the a t 
rates are higher than they are on the trunk lines in the United 
States. But, Mr. President, it is not the rates that the people of 
this country complain ; it is the discrimination which 
makes the corporations the arbiters of the destinies of men and 

; it is discrimination and rebates and fraudulent practices 
in violation of law, combinations and pools, which give to indi- 
viduals advantages over their neighbors and which give to towns 
advantages over 5 towns. That is the difficulty more 
than anything else. the people of this country could know that 
the rate was same to everyone, and if the people could know 
that every man had an equal and a fair chance in the struggle for 
existence and in competition for business, the complaints and pro- 
3 against the railroads of this country would be far less than 

y are. 

Mr. PEFFER. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Certainly. 

Mr. PEFFER. I wish to inquire whether the Senator from 
South Dakota desires to be understood as sta‘ that in countries 
where the government as a government exclusively manages the 
roads the rates are higher than they are in this country? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Insome of them they are higher than in 
this country, upon a ee lego In some of them they are not. 
In Australia they are higher, but that is a very s y settled 
country. In Austria, I understand, they are not as high, although 
the cae ot rates for first-class — is higher those in 
the United States. Some of the European countries are Stig ia 
debt and the roads are operated for the purpose of paying off the 
debt. However, I think that in Austria this is not so much sought 
after, and that therefore the rates in that country are less than 
they are in the United States. I understand that in um the 
rates are rot much different from what they are here. it is in 
Italy, and so it is in France. 

. GEAR, May I be allowed to state to the Senator that the 
ordinary rates in the United States are less than they are in any 
other country in the world? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I think not. 

Mr. GEAR. It is the case, I will say to the Senator. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I think not. I think it will be found ona 
thorough examination of the question that the rates in the United 
States arenot lower than in any other country. Take, for instance, 
the roads in Austria, and the passenger rates have three grades. 
If you would take an average of the highest rates and the lowest 
rates, they would be fully as high as they are in this country. 
The rates for third-class passengers are much less than they are 
in this country, and the rates for second-class are lower 
than they are in this country, while the rate for first-class passen- 
gers is very much higher than it is in the United States. 

Mr. GEAR. I will call the attention of the Senator to the 
accommodations. They are far inferior in those countries to the 
accommodations in the United States, and they are such as the 
American people would not submit to. That is a matter of his- 


e there fe one other statement I wish to make. It will be 
borne in mind that the Populist party at St. Louis declared in 
favor of the Government ownership of 5 It is a matter 
of well-known information that that party during the recent 
campaign just closed investigated this question with the inten- 
tion of preparing © statement to give to the public to show how 
much cheaper Government could operate than a pri- 


railroads 
vate corporation, and it is a matter of fact that when they found 
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the facts in the case they desisted, that they did not and never 
have put out such a statement. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I am giad the Senator from Iowa has had 
an opportunity to inject into my speech a speech of hisown, I 
said in the first place that it was not so much a protest against 
the rates in this country as a protest against the 2 tions 
which led to the dissatisfaction with re to American railroad 
management. I say again, thatif this ty were removed, if 
absolute control on the part of the Government were had, if the 
interstate-commerce law was amended so that the rates could be 
absolutely fixed by the Interstate Commerce Commission, and if 
such steps were as absolutely to prevent discrimination, it 
would answer the purpose as well as Government ownership. 

But here is an opportunity, Mr. President, to acquire ownership 
of a transcontinental line. Here is an opportunity to try the 
experiment and at the same time protect the interests of the Gov- 
ernment by operating a railroad by the Government itself. If 
the experiment is a failure, and if it does not give peace and pros- 
perity to the people it serves, we can very ter wards di 
of ce ee aie and reconsider our action. It is at least worth 
the trial. 

What has been our experience with railroads? The railroads in 
the United States perhaps clamor more loudly than anyone else 

inst legislation which shall in any way interfere with business, 
and yet they of all others undertake to overturn the very funda- 
mental principle of Anglo-Saxon civilization in claiming that 
competition is killing, and therefore they ask to be allowed to 
combine, so as to destroy competition. The great trunk lines west 
of Chicago are in combination. When their re ntatives are 
laced on the stand they testify that they are not, but the evidence 
isclosed that they were. This was testimony taken last fall toshow 
that these lines were in combination to control business and control 
rates, and distribute the proceeds of the profits of their unlawful 
act. The great railroad pool east of Chicago, embracing every road 
running to the sea is in combination—a combination to con- 
trol rates, a combination to divide and to distribute the business. 
These combinations will say to one man in a city or town that he 
may do business and his neighbor shall not, and they say it 
iving to favored ones a better freight rate, a freight rate so muc 
tter than that offered to the public that the difference is a good 
rofit upon the business in which they are engaged, thus destroy- 
Ing competition, and thus gradually accumulating the propag a 
this country in the hands of a few. They discriminate 
towns. They say that one town shall be a wholesale point 
that another, struggling also for a wholesale trade, s 
ving a special rate to favored localities. Against th 

e American people protest, and one of the loud outcries i 

existing conditions results from these monopolies of the rai s 


of 
and 


of this country. 

Therefore, President, I do believe it would be well if we 
would take ion of the Union Pacific Railroad, operate it, and 
take possession of the branch lines and operate those in the inter- 
ests of the people they serve. I believe thatit is the fear that this 
will be done that has led these people, be ing away back five 


lines from the main line upon which the Government has 
its security, and at the same time enrich themselves, 

Mr. President, the proposition which they pro to carry out 
is similar to their usual operations. There are $8,500,000 of these 
trust notes. They propose to issue $10,000,000 of bonds. They 
propose to divide to the holders of these bonds, without any con- 
sideration whatever, $5,000,000 of stock, thus in the 
indebtedness from $8,400,000 to $15,000,000, and thus compelling 
the Government, if it ever redeems this property, not only to pay 
to these people the amount due them upon their trust notes, but 
ree to redeem the stock which has been issued without considera- 

on. 

Mr. President, no wealth can be acquired in that way, except it 
is uired at the expense of the men who produce it. Stock 
issued without consideration upon which some one hereafter is to 

y interest is a means of t: from the producers of wealth 

e result of their toil, for no wealth can be produced except by 
toil. No wealth can exist except some one has toiled to produce 
it and manifested self-denial and those traits of character which 
make good citizenship. If we allow the issuance of stock with- 
out the payment of money for it to compel the payment of inter- 
est upon it, those who toiled have had taken from them the prod- 
uct of their toil. It seems to me it is time to call a halt; itis 
time to stop such transactions; and in this case in icular, 
3 the Government is directly interested, it is our duty to act 
at once. 

Mr. President, I ask to have printed in the RECORD a list of the 
bonds and stocks, amounting to 893, 266,087. 75, which are held b 
the Morgan syndicate as security for these trust notes. I wee 
to call the attention of the Committee on Pacific Railroads to this 
matter, and very much hope that the joint resolution will be at 
once reported. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, the state- 
ment referred to by the Senator from South Dakota will be 
printed in the Recorp. The Chair hears no objection, and it is 
so ordered. 

The statement referred to is as follows: 


Statement showing the stocks held by J. P. Mi 


& Co., trustees, under the 
trust indenture of the Union Pacific È 1 


Company dated September k, 


Par value. 
Atchison, Colorado and Pacific Railroad Compan $920, 300.00 
Atchison, Jewell County and Western Railroad 105, 000. 
Bozeman Coal Company 96, 000. 
Carbon Cut-off way OGmpENy —— —— —— 220, 000. 
Central Branch Union Railroad Company 874, 200. 
Colorado Western Railroad Company +--+ 9, 100. 
Denver, Leadville and Gunnison way Company 8,000, 000., 
Echo and City Railway . „ 480, 000. 
Grays Peak, Snake River and Leadville Railroad Company. 6,000. 
Green River Water Works Com; 225, 000. 
Hutchinson Southern Railroad Company 6, 434, 800. 
unction City and Fort Kearney way Company. 44,000. 
Central Company $ 1,313, 490. 
Kansas City and 1, 725, 375. 
Kearney and Black Hills Railway Com 773, 141. 
6, National Park and 10 
465, 


Compan: 
13388 Emporia Railway * 
Loveland Pass Mining and Railroad el Company. 


500. 

000. 

800. 

Montana Railway Company.. ---.....-....---...-- 420, 000, 
Montana Union way (pee SSS 425, 000. 
Morrison Stone, Lime and Town Company -- 100, 000. 
Occidental and Oriental Steamship Company 150, 000. 
Omaha and Elkhorn Valley 40, 200. 
Omaha and Republican V 827, rN 
ye . 

6. 300. 

115, 708. 

15 a 

801, 500. 

25, 000. 

87. 

231, 700. 

000, 000. 

45, 000. 

46, 700. 

81, 000. 

4, 437, 200. 

562, 100. 

13, 251, 882. 

1,997, 800. 

450, 

500. 

950. 

580. 


SSSSSSSSSSSESSSSSSSHSSISSSSSSSS SSSSSSssssssss 


5.838 


Statement showing the bonds held 5 9 & Co., trustees, akdar the 


trust indenture of the Union pany dated September t, 

1891. 

Atchison Union Depot Railroad Com second mortgag Pest BOD 

m pany, mor . „50. 
Colorado Central Railroad Compan: Lar 000.00 
Denver, Leadville and Gunnison 3 
o and Park City Railway Company, first mortgage 480; 000. 00 
Green River Water Works Com y» mortgage... 217, 009. 00 
Hutchinson Southern 1, 025, 000. 00 
Idaho Central Railway Company. 82,000. 00 
City of Junction City, Davis County, Kanus 3 5,000. 00 
Vr ge de te m — 1,345, 000.00 

an I. mo 

certificate —:!: .,. . ĩ⅛ͤ . yay tees OPO OO 
Kansas way Company, income bonds Y 1,250. 00 
Kearney and Black 339, 825. 00 
Loveland Pass 

IA ORAE EE BLS SAP T PRAE RE R KEALE SEN 400,000. 00 

Alma and Burlington Railway Company, first mort- 

— ...... ee ee — 839,000.00 
Ogden Union Railway and Depot Company, first morgage —— 163, 000.00 
Omaha and Republican Valley Railway Company, mort- 1 000 OD 
Omaha and Republican Valley Raliway Gompany,extensionfirst . 

D a sii Rates cases cnn se san ——. —— — 1, 246, 000.00 
Omaha and Republican Valley Railway Company, consolidated inne on 60 

m , 000. 

e Creek Water Cony first mortgage 182,000. 00 
Union Depot 5 of Spokane Falls, first mo. 334,000.00 
Union Pacific 8 first mo: 4, 890, 000. 00 
Union Pacific, Denver and Gulf Railway 

mi 6,637,000. 00 
Union Railway Company, Omaha Bridge 1.000. 00 
Union Pacific Railway Company, equipment trust, series 375, 000.00 
Union Pacific Railway Company, — 

eral mo: . —— . eee IRS „000, 000. 00 
Union way Company, Omaha Bridge renewal ~ 
Utah Southern Railroad Company, first mortgage 000.09 
Utah Southern Railroad, extension first mortgage £ 
Echo and Park City Railway Company, notes 000, 
Hutchinson and Southern Railway Company, note, balance due 

— cao rercewnosen 8 77 417,873. 76 
Portland and t Sound Com; , certificate 

Indebtedness held as collateral.-........... ah eee —— 969, 245. 98 

y and Black Hills Railway Company, first mortgage 350, 000: 00 

Sae Se en A A EP es A 90. 152, 604. 74 
VVV Diri 

, 199, 087.75 

Wood River Improvement Company, notes held as collateral... 457,000.00 
rr PA L E A S N E T E S A 93, 206, OST. 78 


; 
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Mr.PLATT. Mr. President, the very interesting remarks which 
the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW ] has made should, 
I think, convince the Senate that its duty is to consider a matter 
which has been so long delayed and which the Senator from Iowa 
[Mr. GEAR] has so often attempted to have considered; that is, the 

position to settle with the Government the debt of the Union 
Pacific and Central Pacific Railroad companies. It seems to me 
that there is no question before the Senate or before the country 
more imperatively demanding attention than this question. 

I make these remarks because several years ago—I think as long 
ago as 1887—the Senator from Maino pir: FRYE] will perhaps cor- 
rect me if Iam wrong—I was for a short time on the committee 
to investigate the relations between the Government and these 
railroad companies. A report for a settlement was then made by 
the committee. I went off the committee soon after that; but from 
that time to the present the committee on the relations between 
the Government and the Pacific railroad companies has been try- 
ing to obtain consideration in the Senate and in the other branch 
of Congress of this important question, but it has always in some 
way been postponed. 

he Government now has a debt inst these two railroads, 
the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific Railroad, amounting at 
the present time, I think, to something like $115,000,000. t 
seems to attract the attention of no one, and it is in imminent dan- 
ger of being lost by eg Bocce by inaction, and it seems to me that 

e request which the Senator from Iowa, the chairman of the 
Committee on Pacific Railroads, made early in this session, that 
this matter should receive the consideration of the Senate, and 
which he renewed yesterday, is not only a reasonable request, but 
one which ought to receive Lhe ete from no quarter. I can not 
understand why it is that we have been so utterly indifferent to 
the 5 8 855 of whether a debt to the Government of over $100,- 
000,000 should be secured, if possible, or lost; and I hope, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that when the Senate reconvenes after the recess it may 
address itself to this matter first of all. 

I am not now familiar with the subject. I do not know thatthe 
method proposed for the settlement of these claims and the security 
of them is the best that could be devised, but I know from the re- 
port of the committee and I know from the remarks just made by 
the Senator from South Dakota that it is a matter which we ought 
not to trifle with and neglect any longer. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
joint resolution introduced yesterday by the Senator from Mis- 
souri 1 1775 VEST}. 

Mr. MORGAN. Before that is done, I desire to hear the joint 
resolution of the Senator from South Dakota read. 

The Secretary again read the joint resolution. 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to inquire of the Senator from South 
Dakota whether it is his purpose to refer the joint resolution to a 
committee? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I desire to have the joint resolution referred 
to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then, Mr. President, in connection with that, 
I wish to state that so far as I am concerned, as a member of that 
committee, the subject of this resolution is entirely new to me. 
The committee have never taken it into consideration so far as I 
know, though I have not been present at every meeting, and the 
last 3 the committee held last spring I was unable to 
attend. 

The statements made by the Senator from South Dakota are 
very strong, broad, and very earnest, and doubtless he must feel 
entirely able to sustain them. If they can be sustained, they show 
a state of affairs in connection with the administration of the 
Union Pacific Railway which develops, as I conceive and as I 
understand, a frandulent combination among certain persons in- 
terested in what are called the branch lines of that railway to load 
down those branch lines with debt, so that they may be absorbed 
by capitalists; and if the result should be that the Union Pacific 
Railway, when it is finally disposed of, should not fall into the 
proper hands, then these gentlemen by combinations and Se 
ments among themselves can unite these branch roads with the 
Northwestern system, and thereby make a road paralleling the 
Union Pacific, which would deprive it of its traffic advantages. 

I think that no single mind is capable, without, perhaps, a devo- 
tion of as much as a year of time to the investigation of the laby- 
rinth of fraud and rascality which has attended the administration 
of these two railroads in the West, to understand and to explain 
to the Senate or to the people of the United States the true and 
full history of that saturnalia of fraud which has occurred in 
ag, to these two railways. 

en the foundations of those roads were laid, as soon almost 
as they began to be built. in fact before they began to be built, 
there was developed in the eastern part of the United States what 
was called the Credit Mobilier, that seemed to have infested the 
atmosphere even of Congress, and more recently, within the last 
few months, there has been developed a twin brother of the Credit 


Mobilier in the Central Pacific establishment, which has carried 
on the same processes, by the same methods of bribery and cor- 
ruption, and to the same results that have inflicted upon this 
country and upon that system of railroads such terrible scandal. 

I do not know, Mr. President, that we shall ever get to the bot- 
tom of that; I do not know that it would be for the welfare and 
peace and good name of this 5 these things should 
really be probed to the bottom; but I know that the enormity of 
those offenses is so great, the proof of them is so evident, that 
many members of Congress have staggered at an approach to the 
subject and have preferred to turn away, and by a sort of silent 
condonation allow those things to go unreproved and uninvesti- 

ted and to seek some more pleasant way out of the trouble and 
the danger and the load of debt that these transactions have 
imposed upon the Government and people of the United States, 
Developments have been made and the record of the proof of them 
by sworn witnesses is on the files of the Senate and printed accord- 
ing to its order and is before the country, and no Senator need 
think he can escape any responsibility for what we shall do here 
in reference to those railways. There will be no covering up; no 
hiding ont, no shrinking from contact with the subject merely 
ee it is repulsive and unpleasant. It will all have to come 

The assaults made to-day upon the managers connected with 
these branch lines of the Union Pacific Railroad by a Senator in 
his place demands of the Committee on Pacific Railroads that they 
should investigate it; demands of that committee, inasmuch as 
the time of this session is very short, that they should occupy 
some portion of the holidays in investigating that matter and in 
making a rt upon the accusations made by the Senator from 
South Dakota as to whether they are to be sustained or whether 
he is mistaken in his charges; and I propose to ask, as a member 
of that committee, that we shall sit in vacation and that we shall 
investigate this subject. 

Mr. PLATT. The committee have authority to do that now. 

Mr. MORGAN. It is said that the time is short for the con- 
sideration of this measure, and the Senator from Connecticut 
po PLATT] has called our attention very properly to the fact 

tthisisa very great matter, paio E nearly $200,000,000 
of debt against the Government of the United States and an 
enormous charge upon the people. He calls attention to the fact 
that that debt is now rapidly maturing, in fact on the Ist day of 
January, now close at. hand, a very large part of it is to fall due. 
He calls attention also to the fact that the Committee on Pacific 

i have on frequent occasions endeavored to get a hearing 
before this body upon reports of bills made by them concerning 
these two railroads. 

Very shortly after the organization of the Select Committee on 
Pacific Railroads, of which I had the honor then to be appointed a 
member, and have remained on the committee ever since, the com- 
mittee of the Senate and the Railroad Committee of the other 
House—I forget its precise designation—united in the report of 
identical bills to both bodies. e two bills were separate, the 
one relating to the Union Pacific and the other to the Central 
Pacific Railway, if I remember the record correctly. At all events, 
the bills which were reported to each House were identical in 
their terms. It was a very remarkable fact that one House was 
under the control of the Democratic party and the other House 
under the control of the Republican ty, and that every mem- 
ber of the Committee on Railroads in each House coincided in 
the report of those measures. They came here, and, as I remem- 
ber, the Senator from Maine who sits in front of me [Mr. Frye] 
endeavored to call up, and did call up, the report of the committee 
and the bills, and endeavored to put the bill upon its passage, 
whereupon Mr. Huntington objected, and insisted that the two bills 
should be incorporated into one, or, at all events, that they should 
be considered together. That objection prevailed, and the bill 
was laid over, because the time was short for the consideration of 
the measures. From that time to this the committee have never 
reported a bill until near the close of the last session of the pres- 
ent Congress. We have had very frequent hearings, including 
hearings from a syndicate of bondholders from Germany, repre- 
sented by an honorable attorney from New York by the name of 
Stetson, who was here for the purpose of assisting that bond syn- 
dicate in getting a bill passed to put the control of an American 
railroad, and run it, in German interests. 

Various propositions have come before us in reference to each 
distinct road, until, after a while,a combination between them 
seems to have been formed which produced a bill in each House 
which was satisfactory to the majority of the committee of the 
Senate andI believe a majority of the committee in the other 
Honse. These bills are now pending, and one of them is the bill 
which the honorable chairman of the committee is now urging 
for consideration. 

Some members of the committee, Mr. President, object to this 
bill for one reason and some for another, which objections, I dare 
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say, will be-stated at large before the Senate whenever we come 


to the consideration of this very grave and very important mat- 
ter—grave and important not merely with respect to the amount 
involved in it and the interests of the people and also of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States in those roads, but very grave and 
very serious in respect of that load of accusation and proof of 
fraud and crime which has almost buried them out of reach of 
human consideration. A ‘ 

Mr. President, I am in favor of taking up those bills and con- 
sidering them; I am in favor of having this subject disposed of; 
but when they are considered and disposed of I wish it understood 
that there will be a claim of latitude of debate upon this subject 
that is commensurate simply with the magnitude of the question 
involved and the great amount of proof that has been brought to 
the attention of the Government and the Senate by the reports of 
the committee. Iam in favor 7 the icra renga $ mo pilt: I 
am not in favor of its passage; I am opposed toit. In that oppo- 
sition I wish to state now that I . no personal interest or 
bias in the matter. The people whom I, along with my honorable 
colleague, represent have no interest in it in a cial sense. We 
are stationed in what may be called the doldrums of this question, 
where no breeze blows in any direction; we are down in Alabama, 
at a point where it is impossible to benefit that State by giving a 
preference or an advantage to one line of these railways over an- 
other. If our interests as a le incline in either direction, it is 
toward the Southern Pacific Hail way as a competitor of these 
roads. Therefore I feel authorized to cast my vote, and to con- 
form in a large degree my judgment and my opinion according to 
the best interests of two classes of people. One class is that won- 
derful, enterprising, and grand group of people on the Pacific 
Slope, and the other is the great body of people who live between 
the Missouri River and the Pacific Slope. 

It is my purpose, Mr. President, to take care of the interests of 
the Government of the United States in the best way that I can, 
for we shall never get justice. That is impossible. Justice has 

assed out of the 8 of judgment, and we can never lay our 

ands on it for the benefit of the Government. But the me 
live, the people have their rights, the people must furnish e 
money that will ever be drawn into the coffers of these great rail- 
way systems. -They can not live a day without the contributions 
of the people. They are as helpless without those contributions as 
acrop of corn planted in the Sahara Desert is fruitless and helpless 
without the rains of heaven to fall upon it. They have no income 
except what the people must contribute. Therefore I take great 
interest in seeing that the people of the country I have referred to 
shall have their rights respected and their future secured against 
monopoly by combinations between the Union and Central Pacific 
railroads or the Southern Pacific road and the other transconti- 
nental railroads of this country falling into private hands. All of 
them must live upon the people, and all of them in combination 
will constitute themselves again, as they have done in the past and 
are doing now, a ruling, powerful, unconquerable monopoly, that 
will wring the last drop of substance out of these people, accord- 
ing to the axiom of railroad ma: rs that they must earn from 
the people all that the traffic will bear.” That is the rule by 
which monopoly measures necessity. 

Mr. President, no remonstrances have ever come to the Senate 
of the United States from any section of this Union so strong, so 
earnest, so well sustained by pre so supported i the entire mass 
of the people as those which have come from the Pacific Coast 
against frauds in the administration of these roads against their 
being released from their indebtedness to the Government of the 
United States, and against having towering fortunes built up and 

ut in the hands of grasping monopolists through their sacrifice. 

e files of the Senate are loaded with those remonstrances, peti- 
tions, and arguments. They have been, many of them, printed 
here, and the i would form many large volumes. 

The people of California and of the whole Pacific Slope are ask- 
ing for nothing but relief against the power of the eps te 
which they assert has eens robbed them of these vast millions 
which have been aggregated into private fortunes through the 
management and the managers of these rai and which stand 
there as a threat against the Leite, Saha of the Pacific Slope worse 
and more alarming than any which has ever been made against any 
section of the American Union. No people have suffered like they 
have; none are bound in such chains as bind them; there are none 
to whom agricultural, industrial, and commercial prosperity and 
expectation is so sad a blank of hopeless endeavor for the future 
as it is to them. 

I therefore hope, Mr. President, when we come to the consider- 
ation of this question, that we will not deny to these people a 
voice in these proceedings, and that we shall not treat it simply 
as a cent per cent arrangement by which certain men are to grow 
rich and the world and people are to grow poor. I hope, cast- 
ing aside sympathy, but coming to those moving considerations 
which are supposed to stir the heart of justice, that we shall come 
to this question with a strong determination that the people of 


this Sonny: at least, shall not be sacrificed to this Gorgon of 
monopoly. 

Heretofore I have had the honor to submit to the Senate of the 
United States a motion, which is now on the Calendar, to have the 
bill which has been reported to this body recommitted with in- 
structions. Those instructions change the planof our action, and, 
in my humble judgment, they secure to the people of the Pacific 
Coast, the intermediate populations, and to the Government of the 
United States all that is just and right and conscientious in our 
action upon this great subject. More than that, they secure to 
every honest stockholder, every bondholder, whether a first or 
second mortgage bondholder, full and perfect guaranty of all his 
rights when they are measured by the general aggregate value of 
this entire . and its inte 5 

The Union Pacific Railroad Company, if I am not incorrectly 
informed—and, if I am, some member of the committee on this 
floor will correct me—has now lying in the treasury of its receivers 
money enough, acquired from the income of that road after enor- 
mous expenditure has been made in rebuilding it, to pay the inter- 
est on the first-mortgage bonds as it is due. No one denies that 
proposition, and I must be right about it. That railroad company 
is not bankrupt in the sense of its being unable out of its earnings 
to pay the interest on the neor morge bonds, and yet it comes 
here as a bankrupt mendicant, pretending to be in the last stages 
of beggary for the purpose of exciting, possibly, the double con- 
sideration of pity for those who are concerned in it and the neces- 
sity of hasty action to close out this bankrupt concern in the 
quickest way possible. The Central Pacific Railroad Compan: 
has paid the interest on its first-mortgage bonds up to date. It 
has done not only that, but it has paid from 1 to 1} per cent divi- 
dend to the foreign stockholders, who own 51 per cent of the stock 
of that road. That company comes here as a bankrupt concern 
after having paid the interest 5 its first-mortgage bonds and a 
dividend to its British stockholders. 

I su these facts, Mr. President, will have some weight 
upon the judgment of Congress as to the amount of haste it is 
necessary for us to make in order to save something out of this 
wreck. It is regarded now that all we can make out of it is 
some fees for salvage, when the truth is that both these railroads, 
upon the showing, one of the court and the other of the directors, 
are solvent and able tosteer along. They are both doing what 
has become a fixed and settled practice amongst railroads in the 
United States, running down their receipts and injuring their 
property when in the hands of receivers, or when, for other rea- 
sons, itis thought to be necessary to do so in order to force the 
bankruptcy and sale of the roads, so that afew large moneyed 
men may buy them in for nothing. That isthe game which we 
have to confront here to-day, That is the question which stands 
in front of this great subject that will come up here as soon as 
the Senator from Iowa can get the right of way for his bill with 
the consent of this body. e have to deal with a false pretense 
in the outset of this proposed legislation. 

The Senator from Iowa [Mr. GEAR] asked a question of the 
Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW], which, as well as 
I could hear him, was whether the courts have not fixed the rights 
as between the branch railroads and the trunk roads on the Union 
Pacific line, or whether the courts could not fix or adjust those 
rights. That is the way I understood the question. 

. GEAR. I beg pardon. I did not ask the Senator from 
South Dakota that question. I simply asked the Senator the 
question whether the courts did not fix the amounts to be paid by 
receivers at all times, and to whom they should be paid. I simply 
asked for information. 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to in right here the statement 
that the Government of the United States has never been made a 
party to the suits for foreclosure of the Pacific railroads, and if 
the Attorney-General of the United States has due consideration 
for the welfare of this people and the integrity of the Government, 
he will never go into court and submit himself to that jurisdic- 
tion on a bill of foreclosure, 

Mr. GEAR. I suppose, I will inform the Senator, that when a 
suit is pending before a court for the foreclosure of a road, notice 
would be served on all parties in interest, and naturally would 
be served on the Government. As to that I do not know, how- 
ever. I have not asked the Attorney-General. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Government of the United States can not 
be sued without its consent. There is no law which authorizes it 
to be sued in r t of these railroads, 

Mr. GEAR. I will state to the Senator from Alabama that on 
that onor there is some difference of opinion even among my 
legal friends. Iam not myself a lawyer, but many of the best 
lawyers in this country hold that when Congress enacted the law 
of 1864, subordinating the first mortgage of the Government to 
the mortgage of the railway, permitting it to become the first 
mortgage in its turn, tae Government became in that sense the 
same as an individual. It is a question of law. 

Mr. MORGAN, That question came up in committee. It was 
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presented by a very bright and astutel 
to work out the right or the power to 
United States a defendant to the suit, upon the idea that the 
Congress of the United States, in according the priority to whatare 
called the first-mortgage bonds, had also accorded to the courts 
3 to determine that priority and to administer it. I 
ink I should not have much di =x with the sound lawyers 
‘of this body upon a proposition of that ki 
man yet has ever acquired the right to sue the United States by 
inference from its transactions. I understand that that right can 
not be exercised against this great sovereignty otherwise than 
through a law constitutionally enacted. 

Mr. GEAR. There is no doubt, I imagine, in the Senator’s mind 
as a lawyer that the Government could waive its right by an act? 
Congress could do so? 

Mr. MORGAN. Of course. 

Mr. GEAR. Then the doubt remains whether by the act of 
1864 the Government did or did not waiveits rights. That is the 
point as towhich some of my legal friends in the country and also 
some in this body differ. 

Mr. MORGAN. The gentleman who presented that point 
seemed to be vince i satisfied, after a few inquiries were as 
to the foundation of his proposition, that he was resting on very 
slight grounds. At all events, the Attorney-General, in whose 


, and he seemed to try 
the Government of the 


the default was committed; and the statute creates a forfeiture— 
mark the word—a forfeiture of that Property into the rightful 


ownership. and 8 of the Government of the United States. 
Mr. VEST. ill the Senator from Alabama permit me to have 
that portion of the President’s message read? I only quoted it 
from memory. 
Mr. MORGAN. I wish the Senator would excuse me from dis- 


any | cussing the message, because I am not now paying any attention 


to its statements. 

Mr. VEST. Isimply desire to ascertain, because it is a matter 
of very great public interest, whether there is med obability of 
the Government interpleading, as the Senator sai A oie is not, or 
that he hopes there is not. Of course I will not interrupt his re- 
marks if he desires that I shall not. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Government can not interplead in regard 
to the Pacific railroads, certainly, because there is no suit pending. 
If the Attorney-General brings an interpleader, he cuts the system 
of transcontinental railroads in two, and takes one end of it and 
interpleads about it, lea the other in the air. I can not sup- 
pose that the President of the United States ever imagined that 
that would be the national policy, or that he would indulge him- 
self in any conjecture or ruminations about it. 

: T. There is a suit pending. 
Mr. MORGAN. The suit pending is in regard to the Union 


keeping the statute places the control of this property, has never | Pacific? 


gone into court and made himself a party; and he never will do 
so, in my ju ent. I hope he never will. So we have rights 
which lie behind any porer of a court of foreclosure, that are 
fixed by statute, conclusively fixed, and the Attorney-General, 
before he could get his consent to submit the rights of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to the adjudication of a Federal 
court, would have to a half dozen statutes on our book, 
including the charters of these companies themselves. It would 


be a tremendous assumption of authority on the part of the Attor- | these 


ney-General if he should undertake such a universal repeal of 
statutes as would become n in order to deprive the Gov- 
ernment of the United States of rights which have accrued by 
forfeiture. E 

There is a good deal of misapprehension about this point, and 
perhaps I might take a moment to state what it is without under- 
king perhapstoremoveit. There seems to bea misapprehension 


to its judgment. 

In the charter of these two rai and in various measures 
which have become laws since that time there was fixed in favor of 
the United States that eon noret been surrendered; * to 
say, a strict statutory lien upon this property which differs from 
a 2 toto co, and the condition upon which the operis 
was to pass into the hands of the United States was tif 
the corporations failed to comply with certain requirements of 
the act, amongst which is the payment of these bonds, the whole 
pr of the company a forfeited by operation of law. 

A T. Will the Senator from Alabama, in connection with 
the statement he made in to the a of the Govern- 
ment in this suit, be kind enough to state what he understands 
that part of the President's which, according to my recol- 
lection—I have not turned to it—is to the effect that unless some- 
thing is done by Congress in the very near future the executive 
5 take steps by the 1st of Jan , I believe, to pro- 
tect the interests of the Government. Now, I understand that 
the only way in which the Government can do that is by inter- 
pleading in the pending suit. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from Missouri asks me to inter- 
pret the President's „but in all Egypt there was but a sin- 

e man, and he was divinely inspi who could interpret. the 

eams of Pharaoh. I suppose Senator from Missouri can 
9 5 that message if anybody can, but I do not stop to try to 

0 it. 

What I conclude about it is that the President has found him- 
self in possession of a supposed erred to dispose of this prop- 
erty on and after the ist of January, when a very large part of 
these bonds will fall due, I understand, and the com es are 
expected to default in the payment of them. Whether he had his 
mind fixed upon the enforcement of that lien according to statu- 
tory requirement and ee wane agencies provided by the statute 
as a part of the duty of the Executive of the country, or whether 
he had his mind fixed upon the sup power of some court to 
foreclose the mortgage, as it is called, in some pending suit, I do 
not know. 

But I was about to state, and I will proceed with my statemen: 
that this statutory lien covers all the property of every kind an 
character, real, A pi eres and mixed, in action or in possession, 
equitable or legal, of these railroad corporations at the time when 


c 
Mr. VEST. Yes. 

Mr. MORGAN. None is pending in regard to the Central Pa- 
cific; and yet Congress designed those two roads to be one system, 
and when we abandon that design we may as well throw to the 
wind all our interest in them. So far as the people are concerned, 
it would be better if they had never been built rather than they 
should be converted into engines for their destruction. 

I will proceed now. Here is a forfeiture of all the property of 
companies for condition broken in the nonpayment 

of the bonds and for failure to comply with various other condi- 
rine . N Se Serena see 
of the statute, the possession and ownership of this property into 
the United States. There is no in p 5 
act is necessary to vest the title; no action of any court is neces- 
sary. Hence we have empowered the President of the United 
States in the statute, and we have repeated that authori- 
i h the Secretary of the to enter into pos- 
possession, of this property and hold it for this 

On the happening of that default, whether it has 
happened or whether it may hereafter happen, these two railroad 
companies after that have no more right of property in the prop- 
erty corset by their charters than I have. Their right of prop- 
erty ceases determines and by operation of law into 
the hands of the Government of the United States, and the Presi- 
dent of the United States is empowered then, by the same statute 
and subsequent laws, to take possession of it, but not to dispose 
of it. Conana alone can of it, whether the President or 
a court is ee ee ee e e 

Now, if Iam right in my attitude on question, that prop- 
= belo to the Government of the United States to-day, or 

ill belong to it when the first forfeiture 2 The remain- 
ing * dhs merely for j a to provide how it shall be dis- 
posed of. Numbers of erudite gen en, whose attention has 
not been riveted upon this subject, and whose special duty it has 
not been to investigate it, have insisted from time to time that the 
Government of the United States by no means whatever ought to 
own this property, and they have seemed to suppose that it would 


require some new tion in order for that ownership to come 
about, whereas in very charter under which these railroad 
companies were i provision for the ownership of this 


a 

Labs igh! by the Government of the United States was expressly 
made eonditions all stated, and the manner of acquiring 
actual ion provided for. And to-day, instead of having to 
enact laws to take possession of this property, or to declare a for- 
feiture, if we propose to turn this property into other channels, 
private ownership by contract with Congress, or through a court, 
or in any other way, we shall have to repeal the laws which stand 
u the statute book in order to get at the subject. 

N that is a great vantage ground for the Government of the 
United States which I for one do not propose to give up. We can 
hold that vantage ground in virtue of the statute under which 
the roads have been built. aud we can say to these men: Now, if 
you want to buy those roads you have to stand on an equality 
with everybody else. Bring up your money and buy them if we 
desire to sell them. If we do not wish to sell them, get out of 
these offices here; go hence, and we will put into the corporations 
a set of directors, authorized already by the acts of incorpora- 
tion, and those directors shall be ible directly to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. We will not create a bureaucracy 
to take charge of these roads; we will = Daros any head of & 
Department in the Government of the United States to take charge 
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of them. We will not have the offices of these railroad companies 
filled by political tricksters, whether they are Democrats, Repub- 


licans, Populists, or whatever else. It shall be no bureaucracy at 
all. The tive of the Government of the United States sk 
have nothing to do with the roads unless it may be beta ssn 
which we may allow to be made through the Co mer of 
Railroads, and a report of their condition for the information of 
the Executive and of Con; We will turn you out of igo | 
who have lost this property by your fraudulent defalcations an 
have no longer any interest in it.” We will take the five Govern- 
ment directors who are now allowed by law in these railroad 
companies, the Government of the United States not having one 
dollar of stock in them, and we will multiply those directors until 
we make fifteen or whatever number the c requires. We 
will put a president over that board of directors, and we will say to 
them: Take these roads and manage them as if they belonged to 
the stockholders whom you represent.” If you send those rail- 
roads to a court, the receiver does that, or a multitude of receivers 
do it. Instead of having judicial receivers to run a t railroad 
system under the control of a judge with ermine on shoulders 
and sitting on the bench, we will have a number of receivers 
appointed under the authority of the Congress of the United 
States, who shall supplant and take the places of these defaulting 
directors, and use all of the corporate powers as they now exist or 
as they may be conferred by acts of Congress, for the purpose of 
working the companies out of debt. 3 

Here is basis enough. As to the Central Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, if it can pay a dividend to its stockholders, it is good prop- 
erty; and that it does sono man on this floor will deny, or, if he 
does, I have the proofs to show that the fact is as I have stated it. 
As to the other road, the Union Pacific, it has now in reserve, as 
I am informed—I do not state it positively, because my informa- 
tion may be somewhat indefinite about it—money enough to pay 
interest on its . bonds, and thus to upset the suit for 
the foreclosure, the basis of which is its failure to pay the interest 
on the first- mortgage bonds whenever that money is applied to the 
declared purposes of the suit. It is holding on there now by the 
skin of its teeth, trembling lest the jurisdiction of the court should 
slip from under it by the application of the money to the payment 
of the interest on the bonds and the extinction of them, whereupon 
there would no longer be any basis of jurisdiction in the court. 

Now, Mr. President, this is a general outline of the instructions 
to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, which I have proposed and 
shall offer to the Senate in regard to a proper s m of adminis- 
tering this property. I think I shall be perfectly able to demon- 
strate that with the assistance of the Government of the United 
States, such as we are obliged to give now in meeting the Gov- 
ernment bonds and in taking care of what is called the prior lien 
upon it, with no greater latitudeof legislation or committal of the 
Government to responsibilities, we can do just what we are com- 
pelled now to do, and save this property for the creditors, the 
stockholders, the Government, and the people. : 

A question has been raised here as to whether railroads under 
the control of governments under bureaucratic control in Eur 
have paid. They may or may not have paid. I do not undertake 
to measure American institutions or American experience by for- 
eign institutions or foreign experience. Our Government is sup- 
posed to be one of the people, for the 8 and by the poplo 
and in their supreme authority over the Congress of the nited 
States and the Executive, inside of the Constitution, the people are 
sup to be quite competent at all times to see that right. 
equity, and justice prevail in the administration of any part of 
our Government, and particularly of a proat public trust, for this 
is a great public trust. It makes no difference how the trust moy 
have been created, or what duties the Government of the Uni 
States may have assumed in regard to public or private corpora- 
tions; the great trust remains. It makes no difference what gua 
tions may possibly arise in the minds of strict constructionists as 
to the authority of Congress to do these things. It is sufficient to 
say that they have been done. They areaccomplished facts. The 
are on the statute books. What I propose to do is merely to wor 
out such results as are unquestioned in respect to their constitu- 
tionality and their propriety. I do not wish to change the laws 
under which this great national trust was created, but to execute 
those laws in securing to the United States forever the national 
advantages that were contemplated in the enormous grants of 
lands and loans of money that were made to secure them. 

But, sir, we passed the laws in regard to those railroad com- 

anies at a time when no State intervened between the Missouri 
River and the California line. It was all territory subject to the 
urisdiction of Congress. There was no impediment of any kind. 
ou were now to undertake to pass a law of that kind in this 
body, objection would be made by State after State your 
right to do so, unless you submitted to this qualification or that 
‘or the other in respect to taxation or some other matter; perhaps 
as to the right of way. The whole thing rests upon 1. tion 
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made at a time when there was no obstruction. I for one, sir 

am opposed to surrendering that power into the hands of any 

of private men. It is a trust, a great national public trust for 
beneficent and Wisa purposes, and it seems almost as if it were a 
benevolence from on high that our predecessors seized upon the 
opportunity to exercise on behalf of the United States those 
powers which were then unquestioned for the benefit of this great 
country, the Atlantic and the Pacific coasts and the people 
thereof, and all the people in the intermediate sections of country, 

It is a great public trust. Connected with it is the right of the 
Government of the United States to carry its armies, its muni- 
tions of war, its supplies of every kind, its officers, its mails, 
through over these roads and to control the telegraph lines upon 
them. There is one single item in this matter which I think would 
convince any American who was considering the rights and the 
future prosperity of this great land that we can not afford to 
place these railroads in private ownership, and especially in the 
ownership of a foreign syndicate like that which was ad- 
vocated by Mr. Stetson before the committee. We can not afford 
to do it. What item is that? It is the supply of our steam navy 
in the Pacific Ocean with coal. Sir, if we had the Nica 
Canal, which in my estimation is one of the greatest enterprises 
with which the Government could possibly be connected, in pass- 
ing our coal ships through that canal and up the coast of Mexico 
and California, and Oregon and Washington, they might be taken 
in flank, captured, interrupted by any enemy which we might 
find on the high seas. How important is it, therefore, that the 
Government of the United States should have the ability at its 
own will and 3 without the interruption of commerce or 
the consent of any private interest, to put these roads under con- 
trol of its military authorities at any moment that it chooses to do 
so for the purpose of supplying coal to a fleet in the Pacific Ocean. 

Does anyone here abe ewig that Great Britain, who absolutel 
owns the larger part of and controls the Canadian Pacific = 
way, would ever give up her power over that railway to the extent 

ving to 5 upon private consent, or private license, or 
private per on, or law suits which might intervene before 
she could transfer her toop or munitions of war, her coal sup- 
lies and provisions, across through Canada to the Straits of Fuca? 
reat Britain has coal in Vancouver. She has plenty of good 
steaming coal there, but she has Esquimalt between that coal and 
the Pacific Ocean, and we have nothing. Whether we can find 
outside of Esquimalt a location on which to build fortifications 
to hold that t fortress in check, no man has yet reported. I 
have inqui of many, and I can not find out that we have such 
a position. I dare say we have not got it. But the single item to 
which I call attention, the absolute necessity of having these 
railroads at all times under the control of the Government of the 
United States, is so 8 t that I can not at least 
shut it out from my thoughts, and I can not consent—I never 
could consent—to abandon the control of the Government of the 
United States over this property into private hands, especially if 
Ge; aS foreign hands. 

. President, am Inot bis ip in bow bo that in the United States 
to-day there is not a railroad 200 miles long, perhaps not one 100 
miles long, the control of which is not virtually in the hands of 
pocket ek le? Am I not right in that statement? An Ameri- 
can st older in an American railroad would be a curiosity who 
ought to be put in the side show of a circus. 

Mr. G . May I interrupt the Senator from Alabama? 

Mr. MORGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. GEAR. The Senator from Alabama is undoubtedly look- 
* information. 

. MORGAN. I am. 

Mr. GEAR. The Senator states that he thinks there is no rail - 
road 200 miles long in this country which is not owned by foreign- 
ers. I can cite him a road seven or eight thousand miles long, 58 
per cent of the stock of which is owned by women in this country 
and 78 per cent of the stock of which, including the ownership of 
ne women, is owned as trust funds by colleges and similar insti- 
tutions. 

Mr. MORGAN. Who own the bonds? 

Mr. GEAR. The bonds are owned like any other paper. The; 
are owned wherever they may be held. They are largely held, 
will state for the information of the Senator, by the people of this 
8 and the road is a dividend-paying 8 

Mr. MORGAN. If you will point out to me the men who own 
the bonds, I will tell you the men who control the road. 

Mr. GEAR. Not necessarily; not in the case of a dividend- 


PT MORG i ' 
. MORGAN. There is no question about it. 

Mr. GEAR. They control the road only when the road defaults 
in dividends, and this road has never defaulted. Therefore the 
bondholders have nothing to do with it except to cut their ie re. 

Mr. MORGAN. Suppose they have not. Iwould like mightily 
to believe that they have not, 
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But, Mr. President, there are very few dollars put into the treas- 
uries of railroads in the United States after current expenses are 
settled for that do not go abroad. Iam not complaining of it. I 
regret it. I think the people have been very foolish about it, but 
still it is so. Iam not going to complain about it, or anything of 
that sort; but still, in looking out for the preservation of the 

wers that Congress now possesses over these railroads, I must 
B permitted to cast my eyes in the direction from whence comes 
the real control of the railroads of the United States; and when 
we have got one of them that we can keep our hands upon, I am 
in favor of doing it. 

Mr. President, these two roads have cost the United States an 
immense amount of money. We have had to pay the interest 
upon these bonds straight along for thirty years without any 
recoupment or recovery of the money excepting possibly some lit- 
tle driblet in what is called the Thurman fund in the Treasury. 
When we come to settle this final account, we can not get interest 
on that interest; we shall have to take it straight, and with a 
great reduction, very likely; perhaps there will no collection 


at all. 

Who has paid this money? The ple of the United States 
tribu to the roads. These men who control these roads have 
been deali ith money that has been extracted from the people 
without a consideration, largely without justice, when you 
come to reach the equities of the account. These have cost 
the people of the United States enormously, and I do not see any 
reason why Congress should get so di with the frauds that 
have festered in these companies as that they will turn their backs 
in holy horror upon the question and say, let us march out of it 
ae 7 77 =e ple’s rights to the dogs, and tax them still more 

this debt. 
as let us take care of these people. Let us take care of 
them now and in the future, as to their present rights and their 
prospective rights. Let Con march up for once in its exist- 
ence squarely tothe duty of faking care of the people, for there is 
not one dollar of this money with which we are dealing that has 
not come from the pockets of the people, and there is not a dollar 
y it that will not come from the pockets of the people in the 
ture. 

These railroads have been built without drawing upon the pri- 
vate purses of the men who built them for a single dollar. They 
claim to be the holders and owners of TEORI valued here ata 
low rate, $90,000,000, but in fact far ex ing this low estimate. 
These men have ia keris this property; and Pie fags: got their 
fangs upon it, and it has never cost them a dollar out of their 

ckets up to to-day. And they have pown enormously rich in 

he use of the money of the ple. ter thə roads have been 
robbed to the satisfaction of the most gluttonous of the misers of 
the world, they were alleged to be bankrupt, and all of that money 
has come out of the pockets of the people. 

I for one am for holding on to the powers that we have got over 
these roads until we can again earn it and pay the people out of 
debt. They can doit, There is no trouble about it. er that 
railroad I would not be heard to deny that tho Congress of the 
United States, with the powers reserved in these charters, had the 
authority to fix the rates of toll. If these people are eyer robbed 
by high rates under the plan I have proposed, it will be because 
Congress will consent to it. There is no occasion for 8 
On the contrary, it is our duty to see that they are not robbed. 

More than that, Mr. President, the administration of those rail- 
roads in the hands of an honest power such as Congress would be, 
will set a precedent and establish an example for the management 
of other railroads in the United States that will force the respective 
State railroad commissioners to bring them square up to the line 
and make them dotheir duty. We will demonstrate under this ad- 
ministration that it is within the reach of the powers of law and 
correct administration to accomplish such a grand result; and 
having done that, we perhaps will have done more to disentangle 
this Gordian knot that we are now trying to cut with the sword 
of this bill than we could ever do under other circumstances. 

I would not have the Government of the United States manage 
this railroad as a part of its administrative system. I would sep- 
arate the management of it as far from the powers of the Execu- 
tive as the management of a railroad is separated from the power 
of the executive when it is in the hands of a judicial receiver. 
One or the other has to do it, or else we must huddle this property 
up together and put it up at auction. Who is going to buy it? 

hat American can buy it? You may take all the grand estates 
that have been accumulated out of these railroads in the past and 
that now look like towering, hanging gardens of royalty above the 
heads of the people, and coin them into money, and they can not 


8 
enever this property is sold at auction it will be bought 


abroad, mark you, 
Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon, May I ask the Senator from Ala- 


bama a question? 


Mr. MORGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon. The Senator a moment ago re- 
ferred to his plan, as I understood him, and to certain results 
which would follow the plan of the Senator from Alabama. Will 
the Senator be kind enough to state what plan he proposes? 

Mr. MORGAN. The plan is develo in the resolution of in- 
struction which is on the Calendar. I have not had it sent to the 
committee, but all the members of the committee have seen it. It 
is discussed in a report which I had the honor to make at the last 
session of Congress upon this subject. I call it my plan simply 
because I happened accidentally to fall upon it after reading some 
decisions of the Supreme Court and the views of a number of gen- 
tlemen of very great ability, particularly of California, I am 
informed—I hope it is trne—that a committee of the most intelli- 
gent and enlightened citizens of California are now preparing a 
substitute for this bill, following in some degree perhaps the plan 
that I have suggested, which I hope to be able to get here in time 
for its discussion before the bill is 

Imyself do not want to take an hour for delay, but I do not 
want hasty consideration. I want the opportunity I now enjoy 
as a Senator to look at 55 subject in the light of truth, 
sincerity, honesty, and la ess, and when I have done so to 
come to my conclusions about it, without reference to whether it 
is going to enrich one man or impoverish another, Ee g. always, 
that the general great body of the e must be kor under 
the administration of this road. e can not abdicate that duty. 
Whatever you may do here, as long as I live and have the power 
of expression, I will challenge the right of the Congress of the 
United States to subordinate and ashes the people, particularly 
of the Pacific Coast and the intermediate country, to the will of 
incorporators, men of power and wealth, who may happen to 
own this road. Let us stand by the people. They are the life of 
this country. There is nothing in America that is worth con- 
sidering at all except the character and rights of the American 
pons rought in contact with the resources which a benevolent 

vidence has placed within their reach. Let us stand by these 
people, see that they are not wronged, that the powers of justice 
still exist, that its strong right arm is not shortened, neither is it 
weakened; that the sword of justice is not dulled by any seduc- 
tion. Let it fall where it is destined to fall. Let those who have 
sinned be condemned, but let the righteousness of the people 
preva against iniquity through the action of their servants in 

mgress. 

This is all I care to say upon the subject now. I wanted to 
bring it to the attention of the Senate, but I did not expect to do 
it to-day, until the resolution of the Senator from South Dakota 
seemed to make my remarks pertinent. 

Mr. GEAR. Mr. President, I do not wish to discuss this ques- 
tion. Iam very glad, however, that it has come up incidentally 
through the remarks and the resolution offered by the Senator 
from South Dakota. It is evidence to me that it is a desire 
on the part of the Senate to take up this important measure. 
The conditions that surround the case are simply these: Nine- 
teen million dollars of bonds have matured and will mature on 
the ist day of January. Between now and January, 1898, forty- 
one million more dollars of Government subsidy bonds will 
have matured, which it is incumbent on the Government to 


ay. 
£ The attention of Congress is called to this question imperatively 
by the President of the United States and by the Secretary of the 
Interior, and also by the Commissioner of Railroads. The Presi- 
dent of the United States says that it has assumed such an im- 
perative position that the duty will fall on him, under the act of 
1887, to protect in some way the rights of the Government, if 
Congress shall fail to act upon it. How they shall be protected 
in the event that the President of the United States has to resort 
to the act of 1887 we can simply imagine. It seems to me that 
the time has come when some action should be had by.Congress 
onthis matter. The other branch of 8 I see, has set apart 
four days in January for the discussion o the bill pending in that 


Ona word in regard to the bill pending from the Committee on 
Pacific Railroads, of which committee I have the honor to be 
chairman. Ido not think the members of that committee, who 
were united, with the exception of the distinguished Senator from 
Alabama, in favor of that report, were wedded either to that plan 
or any specific plan, but they are simply governed by what they 
desire to have done for the interest of the Government in savin 
the large amount of money, $115,000,000, which is involved in this 
transaction. Personally, for myself, I will simply say I am 
opposed in toto to the policy and principle of the Government 
buying and operating roads. From my observation and from the 
experience of other countries (which the Senator says is no guide 
for us) the results are not favorable to Government operation, 
because such roads are more expensive than the roads in this 
country. 
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In so far as the right of the Government to operate a road is 
concerned, I think nobody will deny that the Government has the 
right, because it is a principle of law which every lawyer under- 


stands and which certainly every layman should understand that 
in times of exigency and of natio peril the laws are subordi- 
nated to the action of the Government, and it has a right to take 
possession of any road in this country and operate it for the benefit 
of the Government when the necessities of the case are such as to 
require it. 

d, as I said before, I am very glad this discussion has come 
up, and, as I gave notice yesterday, I shall call up the bill immedi- 
ately after the holidays. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, lapprove of the suggestion 
made by the Senator from Alabama that the committee should 
take up and look into this question during the holiday recess, I 
hope they will do so, and I hope they will take into consideration 
in that investigation the fact that in 1891 the Union Pacific Rail- 
road owned and had in its possession $65,000,000 of the stocks of 
the branch lines of the Union Pacific Railroad, and that it had in 
its possession $28,000,000 of the bonds of these branch lines and 
other bonds which it had received from different counties and 
cities in aid of the construction of the branch lines; and that at that 
time, in 1891, the earnings of the Union Pacific road were suffi- 
cient to pay the operating expenses, to pay the interest on the prior 
bonds, the first-mortgage bonds of the road, and furnish a surplus. 
Yet, by some means, a floating debt of $8,000,000 was created 
which turns up in the hands of the officers and directors and 
representatives of the road, and the bonds and stocks of these 
branch lines are taken by these officers and placed with Morgan 
& Co. as security for this . debt, and notes were issued to 
the holders of this floating debt. The committee should also 
ascertain how this floating debt came into existence, the consid- 
eration received for it, and everything in connection with it, in 
view of the fact that the road was earning its operating expenses, 
interest on its bonds, and a surplus besides. 

I should like also to have the committee inv te further the 
proposition now made by these same men to sell these securities, 
these stocks and these bonds, to satisfy the trust notes which they 
hold, and then, after getting possession of the stocks and bonds, 
to form a corporation and issue the bonds of this corporation for 
$10,000,000, to issue $5,000,000 of stock of this new corporation, 
which is to be divided among the people who take the bonds, and 
furnish the money as a bonus without paying one cent for it, 
and thus create a corporation, with a million and a half dollars in 
its treasury in excess of paying the trust notes, that shall control 
these branch lines. They wish to control these branch lines 
through this corporation and hold a million and a half of dollars 
in the treasury, so that they can pay assessments, etc., and do 
those things necessary tọ manage the propery: In other words, 
they will have a corporation owning and controlling absolutel 
for the paltry sum of eight and one-half million dollars the meal 
and bonds amounting to $93,000,000 now the property of the 
Union Pacific road. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Dakota will 
suspend, The hour of 2 o'clock having arrived, the Chair lays 
before the Senate the ial order. 

The Secretary. A bill (S. 1012) to prevent the desecration of 
the national flag, 

Mr. GALLINGER. Iask unanimous consent that the special 
order be laid aside tem: 3 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ithout objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GEAR. I will state for the benefit of and in reply to the 
Senator from South Dakota that if there is a quorum of the com- 
mittee present during the holidays, all the matter he refers to will 
be fully investigated. 

5 VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Dakota will 
proceed. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Now, Mr. President, these people propose 
to get control of this $93,000,000 of stocks and bonds which control 
the branch lines of the Union Pacific road ees absolutely of 
the rights and interests of the Government. Thesestocksand bonds 
are worth $35,000,000 to-day upon the market, as I am credibly in- 
formed, and yet they are to be taken by the very people who have 
managed the road, who created this debt and put the road in the 
hands of a receiver when it was solvent, and so get possession of 
these lines to the detriment of the interests of the Government in 
this connection. Then their apparent purpose is—and I hope the 
committee will look into that question—to divert the business of 
the branch lines to other s and thereby make the property 
upon which the Government holds this security almost 3 

I say, Mr. President, it seems to me that at this juncture prompt 
action is necessary in order to prevent the accomplishment of this 
purpose, which is in the line of the dishonest and corrupt acts of 
these men yes iy lifetime. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be referred 
to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. : 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of resentatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BrowninG, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed 
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 9753) making 
appropriations to supply urgent deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and for prior years, and 
for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 4281) granting a pen- 
sion to George Johnson, of Lenox, Iowa. 

The message further announced that the House requested the 
Senate to furnish to the House a copy of the Senate amendment 
to the bill (H. R. 1261) for the relief of John Kehl and to restore 
him to his former rating, to replace the original copy of the 
amendment, which has been lost. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the enrolled bill (H. R. 9753) making appropriations to 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year endin 
June 30, 1897, and for prior years, and for other purposes; and 1 
was thereupon signed by the Vice-President. 

CONSIDERATION OF PENSION BILLS, 

Mr. GALLINGER, There are on the Calendar eight pension 
bills. It will take but a few minutes to consider them; and as 
these are very deserving cases, I ask unanimous consent that the 
bills be now considered. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from New Hampshire? The Chair hears none. 
first pension bill on the Calendar will be proceeded with. 

WILLIAM F. JOHNSON. 

The bill (S. 2184) granting a pension to William F. Johnson 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 

lace the name of William F. Johnson, a crippled son of Robert 

. Johnson, late of Company E, Eleventh iment New Jersey 
Volunteers, on the pension roll at the rate of er month, 

Mr. GALLINGER. I move to amend the bill by striking out, 
in line 7, before the word dollars,” the word ‘‘ twenty-five” an 
inserting ‘‘ twelve.” 

Mr. KRELL. What is the bill? 

Mr. GALLINGER. The bill was reported adversely, I will say 
to the Senator, and was afterwards reconsidered and placed on 
the Calendar. It is in behalf of the son of a soldier who is en- 
tirely helpless, helpless from childhood; but it proposes to pension 
a child at $25, when our rule is $12. Isimply move an amendment 


making it $12. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Then the bill ought not to have been re- 
ported adversely? 

Mr. GALLIN GER. That was a mistake, I will say to the Sen- 


ator. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Jones of Arkansas in the 
chair). The question is on agreeing to the amendment of the 
Senator from New Hampshire. 

The amendment was to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

SAMUEL D. GILMAN. 


The bill (H. R. 7127) granting a pension to Samuel D. Gilman 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place on the pension roll the name of Samuel D. Gilman, late of 
the Straffard Guards, New Hampshire Volunteers, and to pay him 
a pension of $50 per month. 

e bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ELEANOR L. CURTISS, 

The bill (H. R. 5710) 88 a pension to Eleanor L. Curtiss 
Was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place upon the pension roll the name of Eleanor L. Curtiss, widow 
of Warner H. Curtiss, late captain and provost-marshal of the 
Sixth Congressional district of Iowa, and to pay her a pension of 
$12 per month, and $2 per month additional for each of her two 
children during minority. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MARY COLLINS. 

The bill (H. R. 158) granting a pension to Mary Collins was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on 
the pension roll the name of Mary Collins, mother of John Collins, 
late of Company D. Sixteenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer 
Infantry, at the rate of $12 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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GEORGE WILLIAM HODGDON. 
The bill (H. R. 3890) granting a pension to . 
ttee of the Whole. It pro- 


Hodgdon was considered as in Co 
to place on the pension roll at $12 per month the name of 
3 Boureo illiam Hodgdon, permanently helpless son of George W. 
Hodgdon, late of Company D, Fourteenth Regiment New p- 
shire Volunteers. 
The bill was r to the Senate without amendment, ordered 


to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
LYDIA BOYNTON FERRIS. 

The bill (H. R. 1511) for the relief of Lydia Boynton Ferris 
‘was consid as in Committee of the Whole. It 8 to 
lace the name of Lydia Boynton Ferris, daughter of John Boyn- 
a: who was a soldier in the war of 1812 in Capt. Joseph M 8 
Company, Vermont Militia, from September 12 to November 30, 
1812, on the pension roll and pay her a pension of $12 per month. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. ANNA WEDEL. 


The bill (H. R. 5782) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. 
Anna Wedel was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
ro to place upon the pension roll the name of Mrs. Anna 
eel, widow of the late Dr. Henry R. Wedel, assistant surgeon 
of the Fourth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, at $20 a month, and 
to pay her a pension at that rate in lieu of the pension she is now 


receiving. 
The ball was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MRS. KETURAH WILSON. 

The bill (H. R. 7500) to grant a pension to Mrs. Keturah Wilson, 
widow of James Wilson, deceased, was considered asin Committee 
of the Whole. It es to place ppan the pension roll the name 
of Mrs. Keturah Wilson, formerly of Madison County, Ky., and 
widow of James Wilson, deceased, late a private in Captain Stone’s 
Company Mounted Volunteers, FirstKentucky Regiment, Mexican 
war, and allow her a pension at $8 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and p 

Mr. GALLINGER. There are three or four bills which have 
been reported from thè Committee on Pensions this morni 
which I should like to have considered. They are bills which will 
provoke no discussion, and I ask unanimous consent that they 
may be now considered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from New Hampshire? The Chair hears none. 

GEORGE W. TAYLOR, 


Mr. COCKRELL. While the Senate is waiting until the bills 
to which the Senator from New Hampshire refers are brought in 
from the Secretary’s office, I ask unanimous consent for the pres- 
ent consideration of the bill (H. R. 6608) to remove the charge of 
desertion from the military record of George W. Taylor. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs with an amendment, in 
line 8, after the word “ discharge,” to insert as of date May 1, 
1865;” so as to make the bill read: 


irected to remove the charge of desertion standing 
W. Taylor, late of Company F, On d third 


unteer Infantry, on the records of the War Department, and to issue to 
George W. Taylor a certificate of honorable as of date May 1, 1865. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 
The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
PATRICK RAINEY. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I now ask unanimous consent for the pres- 
an consideration of the bill (H. R. 2328) for the relief of Patrick 

ney. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs with an amendment, in 
line 7, after the word discharge,“ to insert as of the date of 
January 23, 1868, on account of minority;” so as to make the bill 


The amendment i 
f eme bill to be 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
MARGARET A. KIDWELL. 
Mr. GALLINGER. Inowask that the bills to which I referred 
a while Sg Tay be considered. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be so ordered, in the 

are bill 2 N. 2118 

ə bi R. ) granting a pension to Margaret A. Kid - 
well was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro 
to place on the pension roll, at $12 per month, the name of a 
garet A. Kidwell, who was the wife of Henry Kidwell, late pri- 
vate of Company H, Second Regiment Missouri Artillery, 

Mr. PEF: . There was an amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee on Pensions to strike out certain words. Although the 
amendment does not appear on the face of the bill, it ap sin 
the report submitted by the committee. In line 6, after the name 
„Margaret A. Kidwell,” I move to strike out who was the wife” 
and insert ‘‘ widow.” - 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amende 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

AUGUSTA TULLER. 


The bill (H. R. 3398) for the relief of Augusta Tuller was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place upon 


the rae roll, at $12 month, the name of Augusta Tuller, 
the daughter of Isaac Wa „a Revolutionary soldier, she being 
now 90 years of age and d dent. 

The bill was reported to 


ə Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ELLA D. OROSS, 

The bill (S. 3415) 3 s pannon to Ella D. Cross was con- 
sidered as in Commi of the Whole. It proposes to place upon 
the pension roll the name of Ella D. Cross, widow of Richard D. 
Cross, late lieutenant-colonel of the Fifth Regiment New Hamp- 
shire Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 
PETER BUCKLEY. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 2355) to correct the military record of 
Peter Buckley. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
by the 88 on Military Affairs with an amendment, in 
line 9, after the date 1861,“ to strikeout“ with the pay and emolu- 
ments due him at that date "and insert! without pension or other 
allowances;” so as to make the bill read: 

Be it 8 etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 


ized and directed to cause the records to beso amended as to remove the 
charge of desertion from the mili record of Peter Buckley, late a mem- 
ber of Company E, of the Eleventh iment of New York Volunteers, and 


that an honorable disc be granted the said Peter Buckley as of the 25th 
of July, 1861, without on or other allowances. 


Mr. HAWLEY. I think there is an error in the record of the 
amendment. I think it was not intended by the committee to 


id | strike out the words with the pay and emoluments due him at 


that date.” The bill gives him an honorable discharge from July 
5, 1861. I think it but right to give him what was due him at that 
time. If those words be stricken out, it will be inflicting a fine of 
$20 or $30 on the man. I make no objection to the insertion of the 
words without pension or other allowances,” because what he 
chiefly cares about, I suppose, is to cure his record. He is a man 
of excellent standing in the community and has been ever since 


the war. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator suggest an 
amendment to the amendment reported by the committee? 

Mr. HAWLEY. I suggest that the committee amendment 
striking out the words ‘‘ with the pay and emoluments due him 
at that date” be rejected. 

Mr. COCKRELL. If there is any question about that matter, 
let the whole amendment be 8 to, and then move the last 
words as an amendment. The Senator can do that. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Then Task the Senate to disagree to the strik- 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he hereby is, author- = 6 0 tt = V ca b th 

es ry 2 an e ¥ there no objection, the 
of Patrick Reine * ‘of Company K, Pity secon ent 518 zoora amendment reported ee committee striking ont those words 
teer Infantry, and issue to said ey an honorable as of the date | will be disagreed to. e Chair hears no objection, and it is so 
of January on account of minority. ordered 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amende 
ment was concurred in, - 


Mr. HAWLEY. Now, I move at the end of the bill to insert 
the words, ‘‘without pension or other allowances.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. HAWLEY. I hope the Secr will make the record cor- 
rectly this time. I think the clerk of the committee made a mis- 


take in drafting the amendment. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. aes 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 
LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF EDWIN DE LEON, 


Mr. PASCO. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 2268) for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Edwin De Leon, deceased, late consul-general of the 
United States in Egypt. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes that $479.11 be 
paid to the legal representatives of Edwin n, deceased, late 
consul-general of the United States in Egypt, by the Secretary, 
being the balance due him on adjustment of his official accounts 
by the First Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States of 
America. 

Mr. MORGAN. What Secretary“ is referred to there? The 
bill says ‘‘the Secretary.” I call the attention of the Senator in 
charge of the bill to the fact that the Secretary” who is to make 
the payment is not officially designated. I suppose the Secretary 
of the 1 was intended. I do not, however, offer any 
amendment to the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I suggest that the words ‘‘ by the Secretary” 
be stricken out. They are useless. 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes. 

Mr. PASCO. The bill was reported by the Senator from Min- 


nesota [Mr. Davis]. 
I move to strike out the words by the 


Mr. COCKR 
Secretary.” È 

Mr. PASCO. Very well; let those words be stricken out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In line 6, after the word “‘Egypt,” it is pro- 
posed to strike out by the Secretary.” 

The amendment was to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


WATER SUPPLY OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (S. 1823) to amend an act approved July 
15, 1882, entitled “An act to increase the water supply of the city 
of Washington, and for other purposes,” 

The PR ING OFFICER. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none; and the bill is before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

The Secretary peovensed to read the bill, but before concluding 
was interrupted 

Mr. TURPIE. Iobject to the further consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana inter- 
poses an objection to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the Senator from Indiana, before the 
bill goes over, to allow it to be read through, if he has no objec- 


tion, 

Mr. TURPIE. I have no objection to the bill being read for 
information. $ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading of the bill will 
continue. 


The 8 Tunna and concluded the reading of the bill. 
Mr. CHANDLER. The bill having been read, it may remain 
upon the Calendar. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill has been read at length, 
and goes over under objection. 

SAMUEL BURRELL. 

Mr. MILLS. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. CULLOM. Will the Senator withdraw his motion until I 
can call up a bill, which I am sure will not lead to discussion? 
It is a bill to remove a charge of desertion, which has heretofore 
passed the Senate. My colleague [Mr. PALMER] was interested 
in it, but he is not present. 

Mr. MILLS. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. CULLOM. Lask unanimous consent for the present con- 
8 of the bill (H. R. 2320) for the relief of Samuel 

urrell. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to remove the 
charge of desertion now on the records of the War Department 
against Samuel Burrell, late first lientenant of Company M, Fifth 
Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, and to t him an honorable dis- 
charge, to date from April 13, 1863; but he shall receive no pay or 
allowance by virtue of this act. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 


Mr. WOLCOTT. I renew the motion made by the Senator from 
Texas [Mr. Mitts], that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After twenty-six minutes spent 
in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 8 0’clock and 
8 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned, the adjournment under 
the concurrent resolution of the two Houses being until Tuesday, 
January 5, 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate December 22, 1896. 
RECEIVER OF PUBLIO MONEYS. 


Lewis E. Whitcher, of Highmore, S. Dak., who was appointed 
July 28, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be receiver of 
ublic moneys at Mitchell, S. Dak., vice Richard D. Welch, 
eceased, 
PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY, 
Adjutant-General’s Department. : 
Capt. Arthur Lockwood Wagner, Sixth Infantry, to be assist- 


ant adjutant-general with the rank of major, November 17, 1896, 
vice Gilmore, promoted. 


Quartermaster’s Department. 


Col. Charles Greene Sawtelle, assistant quartermaster-general,, 
to be Quartermaster-General with the rank of brigadier-general, 
Anaan 19, 1896, vice Batchelder, retired from active service. 

Lieut. Carroll Augustine Devol, Twenty-fifth Infantry, to 
be assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain, August 21, 
1896, vice Booth, promoted. 

First Lieut. Thomas Cruse, quartermaster, Sixth Cavalry, to be 
assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 

First Lieut. Daniel Edward McCarthy, quartermaster, Twelfth 
Infantry, to be assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain, 

First Lieut. John Thornton Knight, Third Cavalry, to be assist- 
ant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 

Subsistence Department. 

First Lieut. William Herbert Baldwin, quartermaster, Seventh 
Cavalry, to be commissary of subsistence with the rank of cap- 
tain, October 14, 1896, vice Scott, retired from active service. 

First Lieut. David Brainard, Second Cavalry, to be com- 
mi of subsistence with the rank of captain, October 14, 1896, 
vice der, promoted. 


Pay Department. 


Capt. Allan Hyre Jackson, Seventh Infantry, to be paymaster 
with the rank of major, November 17, 1896, vice Robinson. retired 
from active service. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate December 22, 1896, 
PROMOTION IN THE NAVY. 


Capt. George H. Perkins, United States Navy, retired, to be a 
commodore in the Navy, on the retired list. 


PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY, 


Quartermaster’s Department. 


Lieut. Col. William Burton Hughes (since deceased), deputy. 
6 to be assistant quartermaster-general wi 

e rank of colonel. 

Lieut. Col. Augustus Gilman Robinson, deputy quartermaster- 
conrra, to be assistant quartermaster-general with the rank of 
colonel. 

Maj. John Vincent Furey, quartermaster, to be deputy quarter- 
master-general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

Maj. Lewis Cass Forsyth, quartermaster, to be deputy quarter- 
master-general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

Capt. Charles Alfred Booth, assistant quartermaster, to be quar- 
termaster with the rank of major. 

Capt. William Samuel Patten, assistant quartermaster, to be 
quartermaster with the rank of major. 


RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 


Lewis E. Whitcher, of Highmore, S. Dak., who was appoin 
July 28, 1896, during the recess of the Senate, to be receiver of 
public moneys at Mitchell, S. Dak., vice Richard D. Welch, de- 
ceased. 
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INDIAN AGENT. 


Joseph Emery, of Salinas, Cal., to be agent for the Indians of 
the Klamath Agency, in Oregon. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. | 
Adjutant-General’s Department. 

Capt, Arthur Lockwood Wagner, Sixth Infantry, to be assist- 
ant adjutant-general with the rank of major, November 17, 1896, 
vice Gilmore, promoted. 

Quartermaster’s Department, 

Col. Charles Greene Sawtelle, assistant quartermaster-general, 
to be Quartermaster-General with the rank of brigadier-general, 
August 19, 1896, vice Batchelder, retired from active service. 
First Lieut. Carroll Augustine Devol, Twenty-Fifth Infantry 
to be assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain, August 
21, 1896, vice Booth, promoted. 

First Lieut. Thomas Cruse, quartermaster, Sixth Cavalry, to be 
assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 

First Lieut. Daniel Edward McCarthy, quartermaster, Twelfth 
Infantry, to be assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 

First Lieut. John Thornton Knight, Third Cavalry, to be assist- 
ant quartermaster with the rank of captain. 

Subsistence Department. 

First Lieut. William Herbert Baldwin, quartermaster, Seventh 
Cavalry, to be commissary of subsistence with the rank of cap- 
tain, October 14, 1896, vice Scott, retired from active service. 

First Lieut. David Legge Brainard, Second Cavalry, to be com- 
missary of subsistence with the rank of captain, October 14, 1896, 
vice Alexander, promoted. 

Pay Department. 

Capt. Allan Hyre Jackson, Seventh Infantry, to be paymaster 
with the rank of major, November 17, 1896, vice Robinson, retired 
from active service. 

POSTMASTERS. 


James C. Brophy, to be postmaster at Shortsville, in the county 
of Ontario and State of New York. 

John E. Brennan, to be r at Highland Falls, in the 
county of Orange and State of New York. 

Charles Trimble, to be postmaster at Grenada, in the county of 
Grenada and State of Mississippi. 

John A. Homeyer, to be postmaster at Richmond Hill, in the 
county of oon and State of New York. 

Marvin D. Fisher, to be postmaster at Spencer, in the county of 
Tioga and State of New York. 

John E. Cannon, to be postmaster at Andover, in the county of 
sie pred and State of New York. 

Edward J. Shanahan, to be postmaster at Amsterdam, in the 
county of Montgomery and State of New York. 

Charles S. Powell, to be postmaster at Freeport, in the county 
of fo sai and State of New York. 

illard Peck, to be tmaster at Hudson, in the county of 

Columbia and State of New York. 

William M. Moss, to be postmaster at Bloomfield, in the county 
of Greene and State of Indiana. 

Leander Wright, to be ter at Amityville, in the county 
of Suffolk and State of New York. 

Benjamin M. Tasker, to be postmaster at Fort Edward, in the 
county of Washi n and State of New York. 

Miss Felicie Louise Delmas, to be postmaster at Scranton, in the 
county of Jackson and State of e 

Mary A. Mitchell, to be postmaster at Batesville, in the county 
of Ripley and State of Indiana. 

James A. Frost, jr., to be postmaster at Orleans, in the county 
of Orange and State of Indiana. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, December 22, 1896. 

The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. 
Henry N. COUDEN. 

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

JOHN KEHL. 

Mr. LAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to present a privileged reso- 
Iution, the object of which is to authorize a reengrossment of a 
bill the en anny ot which has been lost. 

The SPEAKER. e Clerk will read the resolution. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That H. R. 1261, a bill for the relief of John Kehl and to 
him to his pore rating, is hereby ordered to be 
copy 
The resolution was adopted. 
Mr. LAYTON. I submit another resolution relating to the 
game subject, 


restore 
„ and that the 


delivered to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to 
House a copy of the Senate amendment to 
John Kehl and to restore him to his former rating, to replace th 


uest the Senate to furnish to th 
R. 1261, a bill for the relief of 


the o 
copy of the amendment, which has been lost. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
ALICE GARD. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of a private ion bill, 

The SPEAKER. Subject to objection, the bill will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 8053) granting a pension to Alice Gard. 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject tothe provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Alice Gard, of Greenfield, 
Hancock County, Ind., at the rate of $50 per month. 

The amendments reported by the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
were read, as follows: 

In line 7 of the bill, strike out the word“ fifty“ and insert “twenty; soas , 

e the rate of pension $% per month. 

2 ik g ak Sr ently blind sister of Mahlon B. Gard, la 

e 3 
rivate of Company K, One hundred and twenty-third Regiment midiann 
olunteer Infantry.” 

There veneno objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the s 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was 8 read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana, a motion to reconsider 
the last vote was laid on the table. 


RAILROAD ALIGNMENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Mr. PENDLETON. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill which I send to the desk, proposing to 
ae Saree through the Indian Territory to change their 

en 
e bill was read, as follows: 
. to amend an act passed at the first session of the Fifty- 


entitled “An act to grant to railroad companies in Indian 
Territory additional power to secure depot grounds.” 

Be it enacted, eto., That the act at the first session of the Fifty- 
fourth Co. entitled An act t to railroad companies in Indian 
Territo ditional power to secure depot grounds“ be amended by adding 


thereto the following: 
“Sexo. 4. That the power and authority hereby conferred u such rail: 


pon road 
companies may also be exercised in the uisition of the use of additional 
ground for rig t of way between exis’ tions when found necessary to 
correct and straighten ment of cor cted road or to reduce grades, 
subject in all to all the terms, limitations, conditions, and payments 
prescribed by act: Provided, That where both the abandoned line and 
such new line shall through th t. the 


e lands of any individual occu 

value of the land embraced in such abandoned right of way shall be deducted 
from the amount awarded such eg oy for the land so taken for such new 
line: And provided prater That in the 

com 


pag not be permitted or authorized to abandon any exist- 
ing stations: A: 2 t no such change of alignment shall be 

ed as a deviation or in any way impair the ts of the railway com- 
pany in any lar by reason of any such deviation; but such change of 
ali ent shall be certified to the Secretary of the Interior by the co: j 
with a map showing such c and o map of location filed with 
Sue tary = the — be deemed to be amended to conform to 
su ol ent.” 


: The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
ows: 

In line 6 strike out all after the word “by” and insert in lieu thereof the 
words "making section 4 of said act hereafter read as follows.” 

In line 7, after the word“ That.“ insert as follows: 

“All lands uired under the provisions of this act shall be used for rail- 
road purposes ictly, and not more than 20 acres of land at any one station 


shall uired hereunder by any one railroad com y; nor shall any 
additional land for station pw so acquired w. is not contiguous 
to land already occupied for r: purposes."’ 

And amend the title by adding after the word “ grounds“ the words “and 
to correct alignments." 


ee Is there objection to the present consideration 
0 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. I should like to ask whether 
this bill contains any limitation as to the length of time within 
which this proposed right is to be exercised. For instance, if it 
is desired to change a grade or straighten a curve at some time 
within ten or twenty years from now, would the right to do so 
exist, or is there a limitation of time within which this rightmust 
be exercised? 

Mr. PENDLETON. I believe the bill, as drawn, embraces no 
limitation of that kind, and I believe that in the States thereis no 
such limitation in operation. This bill applies to the Indian Ter- 
ritory, as to which all legislation of this sort must come from Con- 
gress. Some of these roads were built at an early day, and many 
of them built hastily. In some cases it is desired to change the 
alignment of the road between depots, not to change the locations 
of the depots themselves. If the gentleman from North Dakota 
regards it as desirable that there be a limit of time within which 
these changes of alignment must be made, I will cheerfully assent 
to an amendment to that effect. 
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Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. I certainly think that author- 
ity of this kind ought not to be granted to be exercised at a dis- 
tant future time, when that country may be well settled and the 
lands occupied. 

Mr. PENDLETON. That is a question which did not occur to 
the committee; but I am perfectly willing, and I am sure the 
e T would be, to have the bill amended in the manner indi- 
cated. 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota, I have not such an amend- 
ment written out now, but I should be very glad to see the bill 
amended in that way. ; 

Mr. PENDLETON, I will say to the gentleman that I will 
interpose no objection to the amendment, and will see that the 
amendment is put on in the Senate. It never occurred to me. I 
have no objection whatever to it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. I will be satisfied with that. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. LITTLE. I offer an additional amendment to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by adding the eee at the end of line 38, 

Pr. however, That no oad accepting the benefits of 
the act to which it is amendatory, shall char; emand, 
rate of mger fare 3 cents per e, under penalty oi $0 to be 
recovered at the instance and for the benefit of the party injured thereby.” 

Mr. LITTLE. Mr. S er, I want to say in explanation of 
the amendment that as I understand the bill it is intended really 
for the benefit of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad Com- 

any, a road which was built in 1872 through the Indian country. 

t now charges 5 cents a mile for passenger fare. No other rail- 
road operating in the Territory is authorized to do that. All of 
the charters granted by Congress since 1872 limit the rate of fare 
to 3 cents per mile for passengers. It is the he a of the amend- 
ment to limit any railroad company accepting the benefits of this 
act to a tariff rate of 3 cents a mile for passengers. 

This matter was brought up in committee. The committee 
were not unanimous in favor of the bill; a majority was in favor 
of the amendment. But it seems to me that this old road, which 

has had the use of this country since 1872, ought not to be given 
this additional advantage over the other which now enter 
the Territory. 

People who travel along the line of the Missouri, Kansas and 
Texas road are subjected to this higher rate of fare. Travelers 
on any other route except that are only required to pay 3 cents. 
Sir, if a man lives across the line of the Territory and goes on the 
road, he pas only 8 cents in the Indian country, while the man 
jhe resides inside the line pays 5 cents per mile for going the same 

istance. 

This charge is an unjust exaction upon the people of the Indian 
Territory. This right gives to this railroad company this special 
privilege. It is wrong; it is unjust to other companies there, and 

hope the House will adopt the amendment. 

Mr. PENDLETON. r. Speaker, in ney to the gentleman 

that all charters ted 


or roomy a 


from Arkansas, I wish to say, first, gran’ 
through the Indian Territory must necessarily be ted by 
Congress. The Missouri, Kansas and Texas Rai „it is true, 


is the only road which has not the 8-cent limitation fare per 
mile placed on its passenger rate. But the circumstances sur- 
rounding the Missouri, Kansas and Texas are exceptional. In 
the first place it was built, at an earlier period than any other road 
and consequently at a much greater expense. In the next place, 
it runs through the Indian Territory the entire distance from Kan- 
sas to the State of Texas, making a longer distance of unprofitable 
road for this line to operate than any other road in the Territory. 

Now, that road does not earn one-half as much per mile in the 
Indian Territory as it earns in the adjacent States. It is per- 
fectly willing and would be glad to reduce its rates at any time 
Ave this Territory is converted into a regular Territory or made 
a te. 

Mr. LITTLE. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him 
for a moment for a question? A 

Mr. PENDLETON. Certainly. 

Mr. LITTLE. I would ask the gentleman from Texas if any 
other road in the Indian country enjoys this privilege? 

Mr. PENDLETON. I have already sta that no other road 
does. I also stated that no other road has such a large number of 
miles to operate in the Indian Territory as the Missouri, Kansas 
and Texas. The other roads simply pass through or cut off a cor- 
ner of that country. TheSanta Fe road runs down through Okla- 
homa and cuts off a small corner of the Chickasaw Nation. The 
San Francisco road cuts off a small corner of the Choctaw Nation, 
but the Missouri, Kansas and Texas runs all the way from Kan- 
sas, 250 miles I think, down to Texas. 


We erage have the power to do what the gentleman wants to 
have done, but it does not seem to me to be a just exercise of 
our power. 


Again, if, under the decision of the courts, a railroad company 
has the right to levy and collect enough tolls for the operation of 
its road and pay interest on its bonds and dividends on its stock, 
if we reduce the rate for this road in the Indian Territory, in 
the event that the operation does not pay enough to cover the 
re I have named, then it can go into Kansas or up into 


Missouri or Texas and raise their schedules on the people there 
to a sufficient extent to make up for the losses in the Indian 
Territory. 

So, from the standpoint of policy, I do not believe that itis desir- 
able. Mr. Speaker, while I should like to have this question set- 
tled on its merits, i will not make any point of order. I believe 
the amendment is not in order, because not relevant to the bill. 
But, as I say, I shall not make the point of order, but simply dis- 
cuss the question upon its merits. 

Mr. LITTLE. . Speaker, I desire only to say, in response to 
the gentleman in charge of this bill, that this railroad has had the 
benefit of the best traffic through the Indian Territory and the 
benefits of a trunk line running through that Territory. In all 
the surrounding States they are allowed to charge, I believe, but 
8 cents, and there can be no reason, it strikes me, founded upon 
juatia, why this Indian country andits industrious citizens should 

made an exception. This road runs through the richest coal 
fields in the Indian Territory, through some of its largest towns, 
and it has an immense traffic from that Territory. I can not con- 
ceive any reason why this tal priviogo should be given to 
this company. The ’Frisco Rai , entering at the city of Fort 
Smith, passes over the Winding Stair Mountain, the roughest 
route in all the Territory. The road under consideration has a 
sweep of the prairies, with an inexpensive line, ina great measure. 
It has had exclusive privileges for years in that country, and now, 
with a n of 400,000 people, it seems to me that it is 
inequitable and unjust to them to allow this exorbitant tax, 
which is more than they charge in any of the adjoining States, 
and more than any other r company in that Territory is 
allowed to charge. I ask it in justice to the inhabitants of that 
country that this exaction be removed. What I ask is a right 
that is accorded to every citizen of that country as far as every 
other railroad is concerned and so far as the citizens of the States 
are concerned. This road has enjoyed greater privileges than any 
other road in the Indian country, and it ought not to object to 
this simple act of justice toward the people. I ask that the amend- 
ment be adopted. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question 
on the bill and amendments. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The committee amendments were agreed to. r 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE]. 5 

The question being taken, the Speaker announced that the noes 
seemed to have it, 

On a division (demanded by Mr. LITTLE) there were—ayes 87, 
noes 51. 

Accordingly, the amendment was rejected. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. PENDLETON, a motion to reconsider the 
last vote was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed bills of the following titles; 
in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

A bill (S. 3214) to authorize Joseph J. Kinyoun, passed assistant 
surgeon of the Marine-Hospital Service, to accept a medal from 
the President of the Republic of Venezuela; 

A bill (S. 3340) authorizing Herbert H. G. Pierce to accept a 
medal from the Russian Government; 

A bill (S. 3365) to authorize Commander E. S. Houston, United 
States Navy, to accept a portrait of the Emperor of Germany; 

A bill (S. 3363) to authorize C. E. Marr and E. H. Pierce to 
accept testimonials from the Canadian government; 

A bill (S. 3364) to authorize Lieut. Col. W. H. Forwood and Dr. 
George H. Penrose to accept certain testimonials from the Argen- 
tine Government; 

A bill (S. 3866) to authorize Admiral T. O. Selfridge, United 
States Navy; oiie G. H. Wadleigh, United States Navy; Lieut. 
Commander E. H. Gheen, United States Navy; Pa: ter J. B. 


Redfield, United States Navy; Lieut. J. J. Hunker, ited States 
Navy; Surg. D. N. Bertolette, United States Navy, and Ensign 
R. L. Russell, United States Navy, to accept medals presented to 


them 55 the Russian Government; 

A bill (S. 2397) to amend section 2748 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States, concerning the examination of drugs; 

A bill (8.71) for the relief of the Catholic church at Macon City, 


Mo.; and 
A bill (S. 3252) to increase the pension of Esther Brown. 
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The 


also announced that the Senate had passed 

amendment bills of the following titles in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested: 

A bill (H. R. 4281) granting a pension to George Johnson, of 


with 


Lenox, Iowa; and j 
A bill (H. R. 9758) making appropriations to supply urgent de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year 8 une 30, 
1897, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 
The message also announced that the Senate had eed to the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the (8. 837) to 


refer the claim of the owners of the brig Tally-Ho to the Court of 
Claims. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills were 
taken from the 8 er’s table and referred as follows: 

A bill-(S. 3366) to authorize Admiral T. O. Selfridge, United 
States Navy; Capt. G. H. Wadleigh, United States Navy; Lieut. 
Commander E. H. Gheen, United States Navy; Paymaster J. B 
; Lieut. J. J. Hunker, 


Redfield, United States Na nited States 
Navy; Surg. D. N. Bertole United States Navy, and Ensign 
R. L. Russell, United States Na to accept m presented to 

the Committee on Foreign 


them by the Russian Governmen 
Affairs 


A bill (S. 3865) to authorize Commander E. S. Houston, United 
States Navy, to accept a portrait of the Emperor of Germany—to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

A bill (S. 8864) to authorize Lieut. Col. W. H. Forwood to ac- 
cept certain testimonials from the Argentine Government—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

A bill (S. 8368) to authorize C. E. Marr and E. H. Pierce to 


accept testimo: from the Canadian goyernment—to the Com- 
mittee on Foroko Affairs. 
A bill (S. authorizing Herbert H. D. Pierce to ta 


medal from the 1 Government to the Committee on For- 

A bill (S. 3252) to increase the pension of Esther Brown to the 

pill (8. B14) to authorize J h J. Kin passed assist- 

i . 8214) to autho oseph J. Kinyoun, i 

ant surgeon of the Marine-Hospital Service, to accept a medal 
from the President of the Republic of Venezuela—to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, 

A bill (S. 71) for the relief of the Catholic church at Macon 
City, Mo.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

A bill (S. 2397) to amend section 2743 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States, concerning the examination of drugs—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL, 


And then, on motion of Mr. BINGHAM, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union for the further consideration of the legislative, executive, 
ro judicial appropriation bill (H. R. 9643), th Mr. HEPBURN in 

0 x 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, before we proceed to the gen- 
eral debate, which for the remainder of the hour is under the con- 

trol of my colleague [Mr. Brostus], I wish to state that several 
gentlemen have asked me, last eve gand this morning, if unani- 
mous consent could not be given for leave to print their remarks 
with reference to the sevi sections of the I would state 
that it is desired, if pose. to conclude this bill to-day, and it 
will abbreviate the debate, especially on the civil-service Paragraph 
of the bill, and enable us to close the debate at a much earlier 
moment, if this leave is granted. I therefore ask unanimous con- 
sent for that privilege. 

Mr. McMILLIN, I suggest to the gentleman that that motion 

can p ly be made only in the House, because the Committee 

of the Whole, strictly ing, have no control over the RECORD. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I eve it is customary to make the motion 
in Committee of the Whole, if there is no objection. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I shall in ose no objection, but only sug- 
gest that in the strict sense the Committee of the Whole has no 
power over the RECORD. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opinion that the com- 
mittee can not grant the leave. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If that is the opinion of the Chair, I will 
withhold the request until we are in the House. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I now yield to the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Gipson]. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Chairman, I rise to express some opinions 
in regard to the civil service and to call attention to what seems 
to me to be some of the defects of that service as now constituted 


and administered. 
I recognize the truth of the position that two t national 
partion tre neorssary to the welfare, if not to the ce, of our 


country—two parties large enough in every section of the 

lic to put each other on their best et fg Where Gane ace 

Bev" parias there will seldom be a majority of any one party 

a both Houses of Congress, and seldom a President elected by 
o people. 


TWO GREAT PARTIES NECESSARY. 


In such an event the President will be elected by the House of 

Representatives, and we all know that this could only be effected 

combines, and often, perhaps, by the corrupt use of money or 

of Federal poronga e have had one President elected by the 

House, and the cry of “ bargain, sale, and corruption“ that was 

raised over that election has not yet ceased its echoings along the 
political corridors of our history. 

We want no repetitions of that experience. Who does not 
know that our country would not long stand the strain of a Con- 

composed of three or more es, neither of which had a 
majority, and a President elected by “bargain, sale, and corrup- 
tion” in the House of Representatives? Aud even if there were 
no corrupt practices, do we not all know that the charge would 
be made by the friends of the defeated candidates? d as a 
result our idents would be regarded as mere schemers or 
tricksters, and having no great party to champion their cause, 
they would be r ed with distrust or contempt by the great 

y of the people. There would be millions ready to defame 
them and but few to defend. 

And in the absence of a majority party, legislation would be the 
result of dickers and combines between the various factions, and 
these combines would often sacrifice some States for the enrich- 
ment or glorification of other States, or would cripple or destroy 
some interests or industries in order to build up or aggrandize 
other interests or other industries. Selfishness would be the main 
rule of political action, and the public welfare would seldom be 

Mr. Chai thout great national political 

Chairman, withou nati tical parties we can 
have no Presidents who will ¢ command the t of the whole 
nation, and we can have no Co: whose legislation will be 
satisfactory to a majority of the erican people. 

THE DANGER OF MINORITY PARTIES. 


The secret of the many political revolutions in France and the 
Spanish-American republics is the want of two great national par- 
ties. Indeed, wherever republics have fallen, their fall has been 
the consequence of struggles between three or more minority par- 
ties, and the anarchy, misrule, and dissatisfaction consequent 
therefrom. Men prefer security to liberty, and when compelled 
to choose between the two, will always choose security. 

Two great national parties being then necessary to the well-bein 
of our country, it is the part of otism to enco e the growt 
and nationalization of political parties in the United States; and 
all legislation and all policies that tend to weaken iar parties or 
to multiply small parties are dan; us to the public welfare, 
however well meantand however lofty the patriotism that prompts 


em. 

There should be a fraternity of patriotism in all sections of our 
country, and among all classes, trades, professions, and sects. As 
men are now constituted this national fraternity cannot better exist 
than in connection with great political ies, wherein millions of 
men living in every section and State of the Union, and representing 
every great industrial, financial, social, and denominational inter- 
est, are banded together in the adv of the same great prin- 
ape of national government and march under the same political 

ner, 

But there can be no such great political parties based upon 
motives perfectly unselfish. Pure patriotism is an impulse almost 
divine, and it has filled the bosoms of millions of men both in war 
and in peace, and has nerved thousands to deeds of heroism and 
self-sacrifice that shine on the of history from the days of 
Leonidas to those of Maceo. But it must still be remembered that 
nearly all iots were partisans first, and through partisanship 
developed into patriots. Indeed, partisanship is but the portico 
to the sublime temple of patriotism. [Applause.] 

When there is no great principle at e, when liberty is not 
openly 3 when the life or honor of our country is not 
directly ed—when, in short, there is no great issue involved, 
no issue— - 

To stir a fever in the blood of age, 
Or make the infant’s sinew strong as steel— 
no issue that thrills like a bugle’s call or a cannon’s roar, then 
there must be other motives to incite men to political action. 
MOTIVES OF POLITICAL ACTION. 

But great causes of national excitement seldom arise, and it is 
the duty of statesmanship to provide for the ordinary as well as 
for the extraordinary. More ships sink at the wharves than 


founder in the waves, and more nations are shattered in times of 
peace 


than are crushed in times of war. 
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Who, Mr. Chairman, will keep up the organization of our great 
paei there are to be no rewards for ions who do the work? 
the language of St. Paul: 
wart: at hi charges? who teth a vine- 
yard wo enge ut of the trait thereat? or who fesdetire eck, and eateth 
not of the milk of the flock? 

1 

d as long as men are selfish, so long must there be selfish 
motives to prompt them to political action. A few- but they are 
very few will actively pee in politics for the intellectual 

leasure it produces. Another few- and these, too, are vey few— 
Ka what they do in politics for the general ; ap by the 
noblest impulses of patriotism. And, Mr. Chai , [fear that if 
every element of selfishness is removed from our national politics, 
the great political parties of our country will break up into frag- 
ments and indifference to public questions take the place of vigi- 
lance and zeal. There can be no es without leaders, without 
captains of tens, and captains of hundreds, and captains of thou- 
sands; and who will l ily be a captain without some reward 
or the hope or expectation thereof? 

When the life of our country is at stake, or her honor involved, 
such an issue is enough to cause all true patriots to band them- 
selves under our country’s banner; and then it is that the hosts 
of patriotism 

Come as the winds come 
When forests are rended; 


Come as the waves come 
When navies are stranded; 


and the existence of our country is gloriously maintained or her 
honor triumphantly vindicated. But in the ordinary days of 
peace, when ‘‘ grim-visaged war hath smoothed his wrinkled 
front,” and when there is no great question to stir men to action, 
then party service becomes irksome, and if there be no reward 
there is apt to be no work. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, even a as unselfish and patriotic as 
the Populist party professes to ei, to condescend to dicker 
for preferment, place, and power; and their candidate for Vice- 
President has charged that his party leaders were so keen for 
office as to sacrifice principle for the sake of power. 

It must be admitted, therefore, that a large 2 of politi- 
cal workers are prompted first by the hope of party victory, and 
second by the probability of obtaining personally some of the 
special fruits of that victory. The expectation of reward is a 
great incentive to action, and the expectation of office is an honor- 
able aspiration, an aspiration that has burned in the hearts of mil- 
lions of as good men and as patriotic men as ever took interest in 
public affairs. 

ASPIRATION TO OFFICE HONORABLE. 

As I look at it, Mr. Chairman, a man has as much right to 
aspire to a Government clerkship as to a seat in Congress, and it 
is as honorable to apply for a postmastership as to be a candi- 
didate for Senator. This is a country of free and equal men, and 
we have no privileged class, unless this civil-service law creates 
one. One man has as many rights as any other man, and while 
all can not hold office, yet anyone has the right to seek office, and 
has the right to hold up his head like a freeman when he puts in 
his application. [Applause.] 

„Then you are for the spoils system,” I hear somebody say. 
No; I am neither for nor against the ‘‘spoils system.” There are 
no ‘‘spoils.” When the American people vote a party into power, 
that means that the leaders of that party have been voted into 
power, and that the ađministration of the Government has been, 

Ey 2 certain term, intrusted to the possession and management 
of that 8 

Instead of the offices being ‘‘ spoils,” to take ion of them 
is only discharging the duty im by a majority of the people 
at the ballot box. When the people vote a party into power they 
expect that party to take charge of all the offices as fast as they 
become vacant. The meaning of a popular election is that the 
1 and leaders of the majority party shall control the country 

or the ensuing term, and that the potiay and leaders of the minor- 

ity party shall go to the rear. And when the time comes wherein 

there shall be no displacement of the men who hold the offices, 

then the time will come when a very large part of the interest 

taken by the people in public affairs will cease, and indifference to 

political questions will prevail; and when we cease to take ade- 

€ guate interest in the affairs of government, then the days of the 

ublic will be drawing to a close. 
he civil-service law was, no doubt, conceived and voted for 
by men who believed that they were doing their country a service, 
but 1 fear their views were 
i too bright or good 
For human nature’s food. 


‘ ughter. 

eories walt are beautiful to the eye of contemplation are often 
found to be worthless when put into practice. ey are like pat- 
ents for perpetual motion; and, like elixirs of life and panaceas, 


they seem perfect until brought into actual use, and then they are 
either worthless or a downright evil. 
The men who devised the civil-service law and put it in opera- 


tion were moved thereto by special cases of ou usly unfit 
appointments or grossly unwise removals. The civil-service re- 
formers began by writing down all pol gos as corrupt and akin 
to crime, and all politicians as scoundrels. 

THE GOSPEL OF MUGWUMPERY. 

Acting on this view, they determined that, if they could prevent 
it, no man who had anything to do with politics should, with their 
consent, ever hold an office himself or ever help any other person 
to get an office. They determined to elevate the office-holding 
class far above the reach of the politicians, and to make them 
pure, holy, and undefiled, consecrated, like vestal virgins, to the 
sacred altars of the Government. 

Some men, very excellent men in their own opinion, seem to 
think it is rather disreputable for any man to take an active part 
in politics. They seem to think it a grievous fault for a man to 
be a Democrat, and a still more grievous fault for a man to be a 
ria Spe tee while it is but little short of high treason for a man 
to be a Populist. According to these ‘‘ honorable men” (for they 
are all honorable men”), a 5 55 good citizens should disdain 
to belong to any particular politi 1 but = themselves in 
a position to damn them as equally bad. In their estimation 
none of them have any rights any good citizen is bound to respect. 
According to these honorable men,” the perfect citizen isa mug- 
wump, and their main object seems to be to . and transfig- 
ure every man whois a mugwump, and to hold mugwumpery up 
to the gaze of the American world as the beau ideal, the pink of 
perfect citizenship, and to fill every office with the beauty and the 
chivalry of oeann. 

But men say to me, not the Republican platform favor 
the civil-service law?” To that I reply that I do not understand 
the sy braces party to be committed to a civil-service law that 
keeps Democrats in and shuts Republicans out. In the South, 
after Mr. Cleveland and his Cabinet had turned almost every 
Republican out of office and put Democrats in their places, he 
extended the civil service, so as to keep them in, and keep them in 
during life or good behavior. Iwant it expressly understood that 
I am opposed to that sort of civil service, and I believe that the 
great body of the Republican is opposed to it, platform or 
no platform. Thatisa sort of civil service that says turkey“ 
to every Democrat and ‘‘ buzzard” to every Republican. I want 
no buzzard in mine; Christmas is too near—both Christmases, the 
church Christmas and the Republican Christmas. [Laughter.] 

The civil-service law has been extended by President Cleveland 
so as to include not only all the officers and clerks in all the Execu- 
tive Departments in Washington, except those appointed directly 
1 ident himself, but also so as to include all the various 
officers and clerks in all the various Federal offices throughout the 
United States, with like exception. Indeed, it may now be said 
that generally every officer and clerk in Government employ is 
now under the civil service, except officers appointed directly by 
the President, and fourth-class postmasters, so that the civil sery- 
ice now includes all the men in the Railway Mail Service, all the 
clerks and mail carriers in the post-offices, all the men employed 
by the internal-revenue offices and pension . all the sur- 
geons of the various pension boards, and nearly every other posi- 
tion in any Government office that can be named where the salary 
is above that of a common laborer. 

I am not one of those who look with horror upon partisanship. 
Partisanship is close kin to patriotism. A man who does not 
love his is not apt to love his country, just as a man who 
does not love his church is not apt to be a istian. The great- 
est heroes the world has ever produced, the noblest patriots that 
ever the cause of human rights, the grandest judges who 
ever held aloft the scales of impartial justice, and the wisest 
statesmen who ever laid the foundations of freedom and public 

rosperity were all nursed in the lap of partisanship; and let us 


careful and not allow our zeal to destroy partisanship to so 


blind us as to cause us to destroy patriotism and wéaken the 
pillars of human liberty. „ 


THE CIVIL SERVICE VS. THE SPOILS SYSTEM. 


There are no ae ae in our politics. The victorious party is 
ed with the duties of government, and these duties can not 

be efficiently discharged unless the captains of the party be put 
into possession of the places of power. The term ‘‘spoils” is a 
misnomer, and should have no place in American political nomen- 
clature. I feel safe in saying that there is as much partisanship, 
as much favoritism, as much tyrannical partiality now in the vari- 
ous large Government Departments as there ever was in the 
so-called days of the spoils system.” And what is worse, this 
i hip and this . are now more hid from the pub- 

ic gaze, and is generally beyond the reach of redress. There are 
hundreds of Government employees right here in Washington, 
under the very shadow of this Capitol, who are cowed by the 
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iron hand of official tyranny, or are converted into servile flatter- 
ers by the hope of favor or the fear of official frowns. Many men 
are sure to— 


Crook the gnant hinges of the kn: 
Where thrift may follow fawning. sg 

Although the civil-service law was passed to remove Govern- 
ment clerks from the effects of political prejudice and the power 
of political influence, yet it is notorious that during the present 
Democratic Administration hundreds of Republicans have been 
removed from office or put on lower salaries solely because they 
were Republicans, and that hundreds of Democrats have been 
appoin or promoted, not because of their merits, but solely 
because they were Democrats. And now itis proposed to sanctify 
all the wrongs done and keep in office all the Democrats thus 
improperly appointed or promoted. 

If some fitting hand would write the secret history of ‘‘civil- 
service reform as exhibited in our t Departments, there 
would be disclosures of official oppression, official favoritism, and 
official injustice toward the clerks there employed that would far 
exceed any of the stories of wrong under the * spoils system.” In 
former days an oppressed or ill-treated clerk could ap to his 
Con, an for redress, but now there is no appeal, and the 
poor, outraged clerk must suffer in silence or resign. 

A TRUE CIVIL SERVICE REFORM. 

I am in favor of a thorough examination of every Department 
of the Government to the end that all inefficient employees may 
be discharged, whether this inefficiency be the result of age, igno- 
rance, laziness, intemperance, or any other vice or infirmity. I 
have good reason to believe that there are far more men in the 
civil service of the Gevernment than are needed for the work to 
be done, and that this redundancy is ly due to the fact that 
this civil-service law is supposed to be a shield to protect those in 
office against removal or even against investigation. There are 
hundreds of men in the clerical service who are rendering no sery- 
ice proportionate to their compensation, and who have been draw- 
ing unearned salaries for years and years. They are, in fact, mere 
pensioners, but pensioners who have deserved no pensions and yet 
are drawing ten times asmuch as many heroes whoshed their blood 
and ruined their health on the field of battle fighting for the pres- 
ervation of our country. 

There is another wrong in the civil service I wish to see cor- 
rected. Some States have arepresentation in the civil service far 
in excess of their just proportion. I believe in equality of rights, 
equality of duties, equality of burdens, and equality of benefits; 
and I believe that each State and Territory should have its due 
numerical proportion of all the offices of the Government, and I 
will never be content on this subject until full justice is done every 
State and Territory in the Union. Because a State is near the city 
of Washington is no reason it should have more than its share of 
the Federal offices. . 

If these civil-service “reformers” would bring their great ability 
to bear on the subject of weeding out the incompetents in the 
various Departments and thus opening the way for the admission 
of men of competency and energy, and would see that each State 
and Territory got its proportion of the offices, I will epai join 
hands with them and aid them in these good works. con- 
sider a true civil-service reform, and is one of the reforms I favor. 

I would not have every Federal officeholder kicked out of his 
office as soon as the successful pa came into power; I would 
not have incompetent men take the place of those who are com- 

tent; I would not sacrifice the public welfare for personal gain; 

would not treat the officeholders of the defeated party as public 
enemies, or, at best, as men of doubtful loyalty or questionable 
integrity or capacity. 
NO OFFICES TO BE HELD FOR LIFE. 

No, Mr. Chairman; Ifavor no such doctrines. The principles I 
favor are these: When a man is appointed to an office, not strictly 
political, let him be appointed for four years and let it be under- 
stood that he shall have the right to hold his office for four years, 
provided he makes a good officer; and if he can get a reappoint- 
ment let him serve four years longer, and in certain offices, Where 
special acquirements are necessary, I would not object to a third 
term. But as a rule, I am opposed to any man holding an appoint- 
ive office for a longer term than ae years. I am opposed to 
persons being appointed to office for life, or holding office for life, 
whether they be as eminent as the judges of our Supreme Court 
or as humble as the women who wash the floors of the Capitol. 
If this be treason, make the most of it,” as Patrick Henry said 
in his great speech for liberty. If it be treason to oppose life ten- 
ures of office in republican America, I am ready to meet the 


sg [Applause. ; : 5 

e tenure of office is not democratic, it is not republican, it is 
not American, it is not right; it is aristocratic and monarchical. 
A monarchy is for the benefit of a few; a democracy is for the 
benefit of a majority; but a republic is for the benefit of all, and I 


am utterly opposed to any office-holding aristocracy. I draw my 
sword against it, and will enter into no parley or compromise with 
it. Rotation in appointive offices is the great political law of 
America, and not only of America, but of every land where the 
people rule and true political freedom exists. Life tenure of office 
may suit monarchical England, but it does not suit republican 
America. But I am opposed to men filling subordinate clerical 
offices being removed before their term expires, merely because an 
opposition party has come into power. I think all of our officials 
not strictly political should hold office not so much under any 
a. as under the American poopie But where an officer has 

n an active partisan I would favor an abridgment of his term 
when the opposite party came into power, ‘for all they that take 
the sword shall perish with the sword.” 

Nor would I favor the appointment of men not qualified. I 
have no objection to an examination as to fitness, but [would not 
make that examination harder than that a superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction must undergo. I would have the examination for 
an ordinary clerkship to cover reading, writing, spelling, and 
arithmetic, and I would not care a cent whether he could square 
the circle, tell where the island of Geefuzz is located, state the 
length of a millimeter, scan a dithyrambic poem, measure the 
orbit of a comet, or ee 

4 A hair twixt — and — Ma side. 

(Laughter. ] 

PARTISANSHIP AKIN TO PATRIOTISM. 

I will say, in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, that I believe in hon- 
orable and patriotic partisanship. Partisanship is but a prepara- 
tion for patriotismr, and they who are partisans when the country 
is at peace are almost sure to be 8 when danger threatens. 
A man who has not enough zeal to make a partisan is not apt to 
have enough to make a patriot. Partisanship is to patriotism 
what denominationalism is to religion. He whose heart swells 
with pride at the sight of his s emblems will feel a grander 
glow of enthusiasm when he beholds the banner of his country, 
and he who responds promptly to the call of his party is sure to 
spring to the front when the beat of the drum proclaims that the 

ublic is in peril. 
honor those noble men who make sacrifices for the sake of the 
party they love. These are the men who are sure to make still 
greater sacrifices for the sake of “their country when the emer- 
ncy requires. All honor to those patriotic partisans who aid in 
eeping up their party’s organization, and who strive through 
their party to 1 the welfare of the whole people. Without 
them we would not have the liberties we this day enjoy. With- 
out them the cause of human rights would not to-day be so far 
advanced and so secure in its place. Without them this great 
Republic would not to-day be that home and fortress of freedom 
that it is. They are the very sentinels on the watchtowers of 
liberty, and never will I by any vote or act of mine degrade or 
dishonor, or even belittle, the noble men who made the great 
parties of my country in the days that are gone, or who will con- 
tinue to hold up the party banners in the grand days yet to come. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Inow yield to the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. Se 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Chairman, yesterday, 
near the close of the session, an amendment which I had the 
honor to present was read for information, but it seems not to 
have been printed in the RECORD. Lask that it be reported again. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


Page 24, line 19, after the word “dollars,” add as a new paragraph the fol 


owing: 
The head of each of the several Executive Departments, at his discretion, 
may reinstate or rea int toany subordinate position, which from any cause 
og § become vacant in his Department, any person now or formerly suployed 
in the civil service of the Government who, in his opinion, was reduced in 
or was discharged from the service for causes not affecting his or her 
efficiency or moral character, and such prior service for that 8 shall 
be held to be equivalent toa civil-service certificate of eligibility, anything 
in any statute, rule, or regulation to the contrary notwit ding. 
Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Does the gentleman simply offer that to 
speak to? : 2 
Mr. McMILLIN. Was it offered yesterday, or was it simply 


read for information? 
The Chair understands that it was simply 


The CHAIRMAN. 
read for information. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. It was read for information, 
with the understanding that at the proper time, at the end of the 
discussion, I shall offer it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then the gentleman simply speaks to it 
now? 

Mr. McMILLIN. I make the point of order that it changes 
existing law. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I submit that when the gentleman offered 
that yesterday, I made my point of order against it, and the 
understanding then was that it was read simply for information. 


1896. 


Mr. McMILLIN. The Chair so ruled just now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that the purpose of 
the gentleman now is to simply have it read for the information 
of the House. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. For information, and to be 
regarded as pending at such time asit can be offered. Then there 
can be a chance under the rules for the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania or other persons to raise objection to it. 

The CHAIR . If it is the pore of the gentleman that 
his amendment should now be pending, then the Chair thinks that 
the point of order would now be properly made; butif itis offered 
simply for information, then it will not be subject at present toa 
point of order. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. The Chair ruled yesterday 
that no amendment could then be offered for consideration; that 
1 must be offered at the end of the present discussion. I have had 
it read now for information, but propose at the proper time to 
offer it for action. - 

Th: CHAIRMAN. With that understanding, the gentleman 
will proceed. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Chairman, that the 
American people would welcome and gladly maintain a constitu- 
tional nonpartisan civil service, in which continuance in office 
should be dependent solely on efficiency and good character, I have 
no doubt. I would vote for such a reform, under proper conditions, 
had I an 8 to-day; but that something which has been 
masquerading for years in the name of civil-service reform is not 
a reform ora benefit to the Government or the people. It has never 
been honest or sincere. It was begun in mis representation; it has 
been continued in deceit and calumny. It is a delusion, and lacks 
little if any of being a stupendous humbug. Without proof, but 
with bitter denunciation, the strictly legal system of appointment, 
which had been sustained by the approval of the fathers of the 
Republic and the practice of every Administration for more than 
a century, was condemned as a “‘ spoils system,” and then and ever 
since every one who has not approved without question the 
so-called “ civil-service reform“ has been stigmatized as h spoils- 
man and denounced by all the followers of the new scheme as an 
enemy of good government. This has been done without reason 
or discretion, and with great injustice. 

On the other hand, the new plan was at once proclaimed as a 
„reform“ and as a merit system,” and this without con- 
sideration of its practical results. It is a change; but I do not 
regard it, as enforced, as a reform or as involving any special 
merit. It has not retained the meritorious clerks in office, neither 
has it supplied their places with those more meritorions or effi- 
cient. 

This is shown in part by the official documents I hold in my 
hand. They are Senate Documents of the Fifty-third Congress, 
second session, Nos. 105 and 107, and are the reports of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior and of the Secretary of the Treasury, in re- 
sponse to a Senate resolution of inquiry ing what appointments, 
dismissals, and other changes had taken place in their several 
Departments for a given period of time. The report of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior covers fourteen months and fifteen days, 
beginning on the 4th day of March, 1893; and as I read to you the 
changes which took place in that Department during that brief 

riod I wish you to remember that this is less than one-half the 

ime which has elapsed of the present Administration. Durin 
that time it is shown that the changes in the various bureaus o 
the Interior Department have comprised 817 appointments, 171 
reinstatements, 893 promotions, 422 reductions, 876 dismissals, 
and 88 resignations by renas The following classifications are 
compiled from Executive ument No. 105: 


DISMISSALS AND REQUESTED RESIGNATIONS. 


District of Columbia. 
New York 
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New Jersey. 
Connecticut 


S 
India 


n Territory 


SSSSSSSSSSS SHH hs Ht te oe CO OC 


- 106 9 
Virginia 53 7 
North Carolina 53 6 
District of Columbia. 43 6 
New Lor 88 -5 
Indiana 87 4 
Ohio 83 4 
Illinois 83 4 
1 N i 2 
est Virginia 2 
5 a : 
South Carolina 25 2 
W Sire res 25 2 
Tennessee 23 2 
TTT 2 2 
Kentucky 21 New Mexico 2 
bama. 20 | Indian Territory 2 
Mississippi 17 | Nevada 1 
Texas 10 Alaska 1 
New Jersey. 14 | Oklahoma 1 
Connecticut 14 | Wyoming.. 0 
M: use 14 ontana.. 0 
Arkansas 12 | Rhode Islan: 0 
Minnesota na 0 
Louisiana AD es eee cn ence 0 
M ae ee ee ee 10 


Now, I wish to call attention to the fact that from the State of 
Georgia alone there were dismissals and resignations by request 
6, that there were promotions numbering 48, that there were 5 
9 and that there were appointments to the number 
0 : 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri. From that State? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. From the one State of Geor- 
gia, being about one-thirtieth of the whole number of clerks in the 
Interior Department. 

Let us see, because the resolution called for this, how the soldier 
fared under these changes: 


Of the 817 appointments 46 were ex-soldiers. As 140 of the 817 were women, 
who of course do not count in such tions, 677 were men, and the sol- 
diers thus formed .068 of the appointments. On the other hand, 185 of the 
876 dismissals were soldiers. T. g out the 263 women who were disc 
leaves 619 men, and of this number the soldiers formed 80 per cent. Ofthe 
88 requested resignations 9 were handed in by women, leaving 79 men, of 
whom 32, or 404 772 cent, were soldiers. 

There were ee of which 267 were given to women, thus show- 
ing 626 men. Of these 70 were soldiers, giving them a percentage of the pro- 
motions of .111. Of the 422 reductions 71 were women and 351 were men. The 
soldiers reduced aggregated 130, and they formed 37 per cent of the total 
number of men. 
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In the matter of reinstatements the ex-soldiers make a better sho i 
The sirg number was 17l—women 29, men 142. The soldiers were 53, or 37.4 
per cen 

The report of the Secretary of the Treasury covers fourteen 
months and twelve days, and is nearly if not quite as bad as that 
re Treasury Department, of th 837 tments 90 had 

the ent, e appointment Alabama 
been soldiers. ucting from the total Ves oar the 241 
women, we have a total of 596 men ap in only 90, or a little 
over 15 per cent, of whom were soldiers. On the other hand, 
deducting the 179 women from the total of 639 removals or 
requ resignations, 460 men were removed, of whom 126, or 
over 27 per cent, were soldiers. 

There were 538 promotions, 214 of women, leaving 324 men. Of 
the 324 men promoted, 27, or only 8.3 per cent, were soldiers. Of 
the 160 persons reduced, 20 were women, leaving 140 men reduced; 
and of this number 50, or 35.7 per cent, were soldiers. 

The tables herewith will show the specific classification of all 
these changes. They are as follows: 


omen.. 
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REDUCTIONS IN GRADE OF CLERKS AND OFFICERS IN THE TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT FROM MARCH 4, 1893, TO MAY 16, 1804. 
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NUMBER OF APPOINTMENTS AND REAPPOINTMENTS IN THE TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT FROM MARCH 4, 18%, TO MAY 16, 1894. 
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Hospital nurses 
Marine Corps 
Women = 


_ Under the present Administration a majority of the soldier clerks 
in the Executive Departments have been discharged or been re- 
duced in salary, and the reduction in the salary of 

reduced veterans has usually been to such a grade as to equal or 
exceed the amount of pension received. 

ere the hammer fell. 

. BAKER of New pshire. Mr. Chairman, I ask unani- 
mous consent that I may have ten minutes in which to complete 
my presentation of this matter. 

. BINGHAM, Mr. Chairman, I would ask my colleague 
[Mr. Brosius] whether he can not apportion his time so that the 
gentleman from New Hampshire may have such additional time 
as he desires? 
es BROSIUS. Ihave given away all the time that Ican afford 

give. 


eee Fe S SERB NTV 


„Eo nba Heko Enia aaan 


= Mr. BINGHAM. Very well. I do not object to the request of 
the gentleman from New Hampshire. 
SS Rg Die oP ee RAE I Se eins Sar agen eet eet 3 There was no objection. 
(22 2•k m2 241 | Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Chairman, in one of the 


auditing offices of the Treasury Department in March, 1893, there 
were about 200 employees, and more than one-fifth of them had 
rendered service in the Army of the Union. Of those within one 
year all but about four had discharged or reduced in salary 
and every Confederate soldier had been promoted. Comment is 


unnecessary. 

At the beginning of this Administration the Secret Service Divi- 
sion of the Treasury had among its employees about an equal 
number of Republicans and Democrats. To-day, under the proc- 
ess which I have been describing, there is but one Republican left 
in the whole Secret Service of the Government. I hold in my 
hand a letter that I have received from an avowed adherent of the 
so-called reform, one who has had official knowl of the Depart- 
ments and is personally well known to me, but who writes in con- 
fidence, so that I can not give the author's name. This letter says: 

They found hosts of Democrats in the vari Departm ho had 

1. — successive Republican CC ben 

and rosity. These partisans found voice and activity on the 

advent of th and addressed themselves to injuring and defaming 
their fellow-em ees of an te political faith. 

Never in the hi of the ts have mali: ity, and envy 
had such complete sway. Never has such gross, such indecent injustice 
prevailed. ae ears to the slanderer and the traducer, high offi- 
cials have tified the personal spite of Democratic employees who had 
held their p: for years by favor of the party and persons they now made 
haste to overthrow. 

And now comes President Cleveland, who, with a stroke of his pen, covers 
into the classified service all these incompetents and all the men who have 
wrought this wrong and injustice and have gloried in it. 


And, Mr. Chairman, under this system it has been the purpose 
and the policy of the so-called reformers to prevent information 
of the changes in the several Departments from going to the people. 
Clerks have been directed to say nothing about them, and even 
during the pendency of bills in this House in the last Congress 
presented by the Dockery Commission, the clerks in the Treasury 
and other Departments were instructed not to talk to Congress- 
men or Senators in regard to them or give them any information 
concerning them, and when I sought information from some of- 
ficers in them whom I personally knew I was given that as a reply, 
and the few who did furnish me facts and refreshed my knowled, 
as to them were compelled to come to me under the cover of night 
that they might maintain their official positions. And this is 

that we are to praise and perpetuate as civil-service reform! 
, gentlemen, years ago I had the honor of serving in one of 


REMOVALS AND RESIGNATIONS BY REQUEST IN THE TREASURY DEP. 
FROM MARCH 4, 1593, TO MAY 16, 1834. 
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these ents. I know what its personnel was from 1865 to 
1874 by actual contact with it, and, by business and other rela- 
tions with that Department, I have known it ever since, and I tell 
ou that there has never been, in the history of the 3 § 
partment, a time when it was so well r when it 
clerks of such ability who so honestly and faithfully discharged 
their duties, as during that so-called “spoils” time from 1865 to 
1875. Then, a person who was in the clerical service of a re 
ment could hold his head up among men, for he was treated as a 
man. 
Now, under this so-called reform, except in salaries and in 
shorter hours of employment, the clerks in the Departments have 
few, if any, advantages. They are under a surveillance which 
never before was applied to any department of the Government, 
and men have been appointed in the De ants, and, upon ap- 
pointment, have been instructed tospy out their fellow clerks and 
report anything they could find as an excuse for decapitating Re- 
ublican clerks. If my friend the chairman of the Committee on 

ivil Service Reform desires proof on this subject, if he will have 
an investigation instituted, he shall have it. And, in the face of 
all these things, has anyone heard that we have a Civil Service 
Commission? Has anyone heard that any member of the present 
Civil Service Commission has at any time raised his voice, either 
officially or personally, to condemn these p < in the De- 
partments? If anybody has heard it, I would like to have him 
speak now. On the contrary, the Civil Service Commission has 
been entirely subservient. The members of that Commission, for 
some cause or another, have not been willing to stand up in their 
places and say that any wrong has been committed. 

Mr. TERRY. May I ask the gentleman one question? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TERRY. Can you state what proportion of Republicans 
and what proportion of Democrats are now in the public service 
of the United States? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I donot know, but from my 
information and observation I should say that there are about 
two Democrats to one Republican; at least that was the case 
before the election. There may have been a change since then. 

Mr. TERRY. I venture to say you will find to-day that there 
are not more than 25 per cent of Democrats in the public service 
of the United States, notwithstanding all these things that you 
say have been done. That is what we do not like. [Laughter.] 

r. BAKER of New Hampshire. There certainly was a much 
larger proportion last October, and I have no doubt there is at 

resent. 

“4 Now let me say, Mr. Chairman, that on this subject I desire 
that there shall be the amplest investigation, and I am reparo 
either while I am a member of this House or afterwards, to put 
meet at the service of the committee and to produce proofs of 
what I have said here to-day. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will the gentleman name one Department 
or bureau of the Government service in which over 50 per cent of 
the ampie ees are Democrats? 

Mr. AKER of New Hampshire. If the gentleman had been 
listening he would have heard me state just now that the Secret 
Service of the whole Government has but one Republican left in 
it atthis time. That is one instance. 

Mr. McMILLIN. And how many are there in that branch of 
the service? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Ido not know the exact num- 
ber, but it is somewhere between twenty and fifty. 


Mr. McMILLIN. And does not the gentleman know that from | . 


the time that service was instituted the party in power has held 
its men there under all Administrations? 

Mr. BAKER of New Ham In answer to the gentleman, 
I say I know that at the close of the. Harrison Administration 
nearly if not quite one-half the persons en, in that branch 
of the service were not 1 That I know. 

Mr WELLINGTON. ill the gentleman permit me a mo- 
ment? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. If I have the time. 

Mr. WELLINGTON. A question was asked a moment ago as 
to how man rsons are employed in the Secret Service. 

Mr. B of New Hampshire, Yes, sir. 

Mr. WELLINGTON. Is not the number thirty-four. 

ae of New Hampshire. I do not know the exact 
number. 

Mr. WELLINGTON. There are thirfy-four persons in that 
service; and among that number there is one Republican. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Only one Republican—one 
in thirty-four. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
tion? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. If Ican have an extension 
of time. I will yield, and continue to yield. 


Will the gentleman yield for a ques- 


Mr. RICHARDSON, I think the 
extension of time unanimously. I wish to ask him a question 
in regard to the Weather Bureau. Does he not know that the 


tleman was granted an, 


Chief of the Weather Bureau, appointed by this Administration, 
is a Republican, and that every chief of division in that Bureau 


isa 5 except one? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I do not know about that; 
but Ido know that a Republican was turned out to put in the 
gentleman to whom my friend from Tennessee refers. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The previous incumbent served out his 


term. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. No; he did not. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. He did serve out his term, as I remember, 
and the present incumbent, a Republican, was appointed. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. In the Pension Office about 
ten-seventeenths of the entire force are Democrats, and in the 
Fish Commission not even 10 per cent of the present employees 
are Republicans. When the Government Printing Office was put 
under the civil-service rules by President Cleveland dischar 
and appointments had been made until about two-thirds of its 
employees were Democrats. That has been the general practice. 
Seldom, if ever, has President Cleveland extended those rules 
until his partisans have secured a large majority of all the offices 
of value covered by them. His official acts in this direction are 
not meritorious unless merit consists in keeping as a reformer that 
which has been secured as a spoilsman. The record of his first 
Administration is briefly set forth by Mr. Henry C. Lea in an 
article printed in the New York Independent issued October 18, 


1888, and entitled Mr. Cleveland and civil-service reform.” In 
this article he states that in the two years preceding 1887 Mr. 
Presiden- 


Cleveland made the oloak removals: Two thousan 
tial postmasters out of a total of 2,359, 40,000 out of 52,699 fourth- 
class postmasters, 100 out of 111 collectors of customs, all surveyors 
of customs, all the surveyors-general, all the post-office inspectors 
in charge, 11 out of 13 superintendents of mints, 84 out of 85 col- 
lectors of internal revenue, 65 out of 70 distrist attorneys, 8 out of 
11 age pete of steam vessels, 16 out of 18 pension agents, and 190 
out of 224 local land officers. 

Under no Administration have the appointments, reductions, 
and removals of the clerks and empo Toa of the Government been 
so great or so unprincipled as under the present one, which pro- 
fesses to lead the cohorts of reform. 

The Civil Service Commission, as I have said, has entered no 
protest even against this carnival of plunder under the name of 

urification, and the Commission itself and the organization of 
its subordinate employees are based upon political preferences 
and divisions, so that promotions among its employees haye been 
decided by the politics of the several applicants. In short, the 
Civil Service Commission itself does not in practice enforce the 
theoretical principles upon which it claims existence. 

For such useless service MA it on! are paying by direct appro- 
pranon about $150,000 annually, and for further clerical service 

etailed from the Departments about $25,000 additional. This is 
more than four times as much as is appropriated for the office of 
the Comptroller of the Treasury, $50,000 annually more than the 
appropriations for the Comptroller of the Currency, and is in 
excess of the cost of more than half of the offices of the several 
Departments. But there is another phase of this matter to which 
I ask your thoughtful attention. Whatever our views in re- 
gard to the alleged reform, it is appropriate that we should con- 
sider whether or not it is righ’ y a part of our governmental 


stem. 
The Constitution, Article II, section 2, provides for the appoint- 
ment of the nonelective officers of the Government. Certain 
ified officers and all officers not otherwise provided for must 

be nominated by the President and confirmed by the Senate, but 
Co is authorized to vest the appointment of inferior officers 
in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of 
Departments. 

he appointment of the clerical force of the several Depart- 
ments is vested inthe heads of those Departments by law. What 
is the true meaning of the Constitution in this matter? What is 
the proper legal efinition of the word ‘‘vest” as used in this 
connection? I apprehend that the definition of Bouvier will be 
generally accep He says itis “to give an immediate fixed 
right of present or future enjoyment.” 

Congress having given an immediate fixed right to the heads of 
the several Departments to appoint the inferior officers of those 
Departments, can it by subsequent legislation so modify and limit 
the power of appointment thus vested as to require those heads of 
Departments to appoint one of three designated individuals pre- 
sented to them by a commission or other authority in whom, under 
the Constitution, Congress can not vest any power of appoint- 
ment? In other words, has Congress by.the act of Jan 16, 
1883, constitutionally deprived the heads of Departments of the 
power vested in them by section 169 of the Revised Statutes and, 
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other statutes of selecting from the seventy millions of our citi- 
zens those qualified to perform the clerical service of the Depart- 
ments and constitutionally required them to limit that power and 


discretion so that their power of appointment can not extend 
beyond three persons, and those not of their selection? If Con- 
can so limit the power of appointment vested in the heads of 

e Departments, can it authorize or empower a commission, with 
the approval of the President, to establish and enforce such limi- 
tations upon constitutional authority? No one will assert that 
the power of appointment, constitutionally vested by Congress in 
the heads of the Departments, did not intentionally and legally 
vest in them the authority to make the selections necessary to 
appointment, or that the power to select the appointee under the 
provisions of the Constitution was not inherent in and a concomi- 
tant of the power of appointment. Does it not necessarily follow 
that any essential limitation of such power is the restriction of a 
constitutional duty imposed upon them? Hence, when the heads 
of Departments are required to select their appointees from three 
persons certified to them by a commission in whom the power of 
appointment can not be vested under the Constitution, an attempt 
has been made to deprive them of a part of their constitutional 
authority and confer it upon others, in plain violation of the ex- 
press provisions of the Constitution. 

If this reasoning is sound, then at least a part of section 2 of the 
act of January 16, 1883, is beyond the power of Congress and 
nearly all of civil-service Rules VIII, IX, X, XI, and XII, promul- 
gated by the President under date of November 2, 1896, are ultra 
vires and not binding upon the heads of Departments any further 
than they may voluntarily accept them. 

For convenience I have confined my remarks to the clerical 
service of the Departments, but like constitutional objection is 
applicable to the other branches of the service claimed to be un- 
der the civil-service law and rules. Evidently Congress may 
withhold the appointing power from the heads of Departments, 
but under the Constitution it can vest it only in them or the Pres- 
ident or the courts of law,and neither the President nor the courts 
could constitutionally be restricted in their selections and appoint- 
ments by the dictation of the Civil Service Commission or any 
similar authority. 

Congress can not indirectly accomplish that which it is prohib- 
ited by the Constitution from doing directly, and as the Civil 
Service Commission under the Constitution can not be vested with 
power to appoint any officer of the United States, it can not legally 
restrict the powers vested by the Constitution in heads of Dopart: 
ments and compel them to accept one of the three persons desig- 
nated by the Commission. 

Again, by section 166 of the Revised Statutes each head of a 
Department may transfer the clerks in his Department from one 
bureau or office of it to another as he may find it necessary and 
proper to do, but by Rule X of the Civil Service Commission he 
is prohibited from so doing except by permission of the Commis- 
sion. Which power is to control the ssveral Departments—the 
one legally in charge of them or an outside and irresponsible 
commission not vested with executive functions? This Commis- 
sion is so grasping and os wrk that under its Rule VI the 
President and aaah head of an executive department can not 
appoint more than two Done secretaries or confidential clerks 
without its permission. In the Treasury Department there are a 
Secretary and three Assistant Secretaries; in the Post-Office 
Department there are a Postmaster-General and four Assistant 
Postmasters-General. Under the rule just cited two Assistant 
Secretaries and three Assistant Postmasters-General must accept 
their private and confidential clerks at the hands of the Civil 
Service Commission, which can not, whatever its purpose or pow- 
ers, recognize or sa the personal characteristics of the officers 
who should be aided in the immediate disc e of their official 
duties, oftentimes temporarily at least of a confidential character, 
by those whose capacity is personally known to them and in 
whose discretion they haye the fullest confidence. These are but 
a few examples of the 1 unwarranted, and unjust 
assumptions of the so-called civil service reform; yet the time 
allowed me will not permit a further discussion of them now. 
But before leaving this part of my subject I remark that the act 
of 1888 does not specifically repeal any prior statute, and that it is 
evident that the rules promulgated by the President can not repeal 
an act of Congress. 

This brief statement of the enacted and promulgated limitations 
upon the constitutional powers vested in heads of the Depart- 
ments, whether valid or invalid, involves the consideration of 
some of the necessary conditions attending their execution. If 
the anthority of the head of a Department can be so circum- 
scribed that he must accept for appointment one of three persons 


certified to him by the Commission concerning whom he has no 


knowledge, and is not expected to acquire any, except that he or 
she has answered satisfactorily to the Commission a certain per 
cent of the academic questions submitted to the candidate, who 


shoul 


is responsible for the character and adaptability of the appointee, 
the Commission which certified him with two others or the con- 
stitutional appointing power which blindly chose him rather than 
either of the other two? 

_The Treasurer of the United States is a bonded officer respon- 
sible for all the millions of dollars received by the Government, 
Under the law and rules now existing he can have no voice or 
influence in selecting any of those upon whom he must rely 
for the honest and efficient safe-Keeping and disbursement of 
Government funds. What banker or trust officer would accept 
the presidency or cashiership of an institution having the custody 
and investment of even $1,000,000 under like conditions? Is there 
anywhere any board of directors or trustees who would ask any- 
one to assume such responsibility, or would any such board 
attempt to any institution of trust if an outside power 
3 absolutely control the selection of its cashier, tellers, and 

er 

Still more, Does any large financial, commercial, or manufactur. 
ing house select its employees by competitive academic examina- 
tion, or does any advocate of the alleged civil-service reform adopt 
and enforce its theories or example in his private business? Why, 
then, should the affairs of the nation, unparalleled in detail, 
variety, and importance, be administered upon a theory not appli- 
cable to the business of the citizens by whom our Government of 
the people, By the people, and for the people” was established and 
is maintained? 


The true business principles of the best business houses of the 
country should be applied to the business of the Government, and 
the heads of Departments charged with the details of administra- 
tion should, under the usual proper and constitutional limitations 
naturally imposed by Congress, appoint and be onsible for its 
clerical and other service performed by the inferior officers” 
specified in the Constitution. 

The friends of the civil-service law should remember that it 
contains really no new practice and is based upon no new thecry 
except the competitive idea, with appointments necessarily 
thereon and the changes incident thereto. 

Section 164 of the Revised Statutes is as follows: 

No clerk shall be appointed in any De; ent in either of the four cl. 
above designated until he has been e: ed and found qualified by a board oi 
three examiners, to consist of the chief of the bureau or office into which such 
oer is ihe appointed and two other clerks to be selected by the head of the 

The original statute upon which this section is based was enacted 
in 1853, thirty years before the Civil Service Commission was estab- 
lished, and from that time was enforced by the heads of Depart- 
ments, and under it no clerks were appointed who had not suc- 
cessfully an examination and been found properly qualified, 
That practice was in accord with the Constitution and with com- 
mon sense, but that the one or the three who in a competitive 
examination may answer off-hand more of a given number of 
specifically prepared or technical questions must for that sole 
reason be appointed to office to the exclusion of those who have 
demonstrated by their examination that they are by education 
worthy of appointment is absurd and unjust, and is a limitation 
upon the natural and political rights of the American citizen. 

I have given reasons which lead me to belieye that the present 
law and rules are not in accord with our theory of government 
or in consonance with the Federal Constitution or productive of 
good as administered. 

I believe that Congress can . that the civil-serv- 
ice appointees of the Government shall be examined physically 
and mentally to ascertain their qualifications for office; that if 
found qualified they shall be appointed for a term of years; that 
they shall be eligible to reappointment and not removable during 
their term of office except for cause based upon some charges, 
of which they shall be duly notified, and that when evidence is 
taken to sustain them they may be present in person or by attor- 
ney and may cross-examine the witnesses and produce evidence 
in their own behalf. The details of this general plan would not 
be difficult or expensive. 

Now, gentlemen, I have stated facts that are crying wrongs, 
but my resolution, which goes to one point, and one point only, 
would permit some of them to be s ily corrected. There is in 
it nothing of criticism upon the Civil Service Commission or the 
civil-service idea. It simply provides that six months or six years 
or some other fixed time of actual efficient service shall be 
regarded as equal for the purposes of 3 or reappoint- 
ment to a day’s successful examination before the Civil Service 
Commission resulting in a certificate of eligibility. All that it 
seeks to accomplish is this: To give to any Administration—the 
present Administration or any subsequent one—when it is shown 
conclusively to the head of any Department that a wrong has been 
committed, even though more than one year has elapsed, the right 
to correct that 1 and put back the clerk who has been 
unjustly removed. at, I submit, is in the line of true civil- 
service reform. 
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If justice can not be done under the present law and rules, let 
them be changed until they shall prosper the right. The law cer- 
tainly is not more sacred than its purpose. If the law or the civil- 
service idea would be shattered by restoring to their 3 and 
duties the worthy and efficient clerks who have been discharged 
for political reasons only, then the existing system is not entitled 
to the respect or support of any patriotic citizen, and the claim 
that itis a reform“ is not only preposterous, but a disgrace to 
American manhood. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. One word more. I do not 
believe in any system of administration which will permit clerks 
to be discharged at the mere will of anybody. A true civil- 
service reform will prevent unjustifiable dismissals as well as pro- 
tect the Government in appointments. [Applause.] 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, how much time have I? 

The CHAIRMAN. Twenty-five minutes. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I gave away only thirty minutes, and I would 
like to know what has become of the other five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not know. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I hope the gentleman will be 
allowed the additional five minutes. 


Mr. BROSIUS. I do not like to be curtailed in my time with- 

out knowing who gets the time that I lose, If somebody else would 

ut it to good use, I would be content; but to have the time entirely 
ost I would regret. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has thirty minutes. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, before I go into details and 
subject myself to interrogation, I desire to submit some gen- 
eral reflections on the ‘‘merit system” in operation to some ex- 
tent in our executive civil service. A view of the rise, prog- 
ress, and present state of that system may not be uninterest- 
ing to those who care for economy and efficiency in the public 
service. 

That civil-service reform in the United States owes something 
to the example of the mother country can not be doubted, but it 
would take me too far afield to go into the genesis of the move- 
ment for reform in Great Britain or to trace its historical conti- 
nuity. It is interesting, however, as showing what t institu- 
tions can grow from small beginnings, to note the first awakenings 
in England to the importance of improving the civil service of the 
country. Some writers have found in Magna Charta the first 
civil-service rule in English history. The barons at Runnymede 
ee from King John this provision for securing duly qualified 
officers: : 


We will not have any 1 constables, or sheriffs but of such as know 
the law of the realm and mean truly to observe it. 


In the reign of Edward II, 1308-1327, it is said there were kept 
in a tower in London 6 horseshoes and 61 nails, which; by an 
ancient custom, the sheriffs of London were compelled to count 
when they were sworn into office, Their ability to do so was 
regarded as a proof of sufficient education for the office, as onl 
an educated man could count up to 61. In 1888 Parliament 5 
an act which provided 


That none shall be made officers of the King for any gift, brokerage, favor, 
or affection, but upon desert. 


These are the historical beginnings of civil-service reform among 
English-speaking people. Centuries of abuses,in which extor- 
tionate levies upon the people ministered to the vices and luxu- 
ries of the few and the pleasure and power of kings, lords, and 
nobles were everything, while justice, equality, economy, and the 
personal worth of the citizen were nothing, were destined to 
elapse before the appointing power ceased to be the instrument 
alike of revenge and favor, to reward obsequious servility and 
compel acquiescence in the will of official despots. There is some 
humor mingled with the sadness of the reasons given by a cus- 
tom-house officer for his submission to the royal will, reasons 
which to this day cause a continuous reign of terror in the un- 
classified civil service of the United States. I have,” he said, 
“fourteen reasons for obeying His Majesty's command—a wife 
and thirteen children.” 

3 all this agolong struggle we have seen the merit sys- 
tem develop according to the law of history. The growth of pop- 
‘ular intelligence and official responsibility acquired with lapse of 
time a e eee influence in the administration of 
civil service, and a healthier public opinion oppona its vices and 
‘abuses with an aggressive resistance which at last was rewarded 
with a high degree of success. 

In accordance with the same law of growth, but possibly under 
more favorable conditions, has the merit system been evolved in 
our own country. Few finer compliments have ever been paid 
the American colonists than that conveyed in the sonore obser- 
‘vation of Lecky, in his History of England in the Eighteenth 


Century, quoted by Mr. Eaton in his great work on Civil Service 
in Great Britain: 


No nation ever started on its career with a larger proportion of strong 
character or a higher sense of moral conyiction than the English colonies in 
America. They almost entirely escaped the corruption that so deeply tainted 
the Government at home. 

Strong confirmation of the truth of this observation is found in 
the high level of political rectitude and official duty and purity 
which prevailed in the United States for a generation after the 
Government under the present Constitution went into operation. 
So little did the fathers anticipate the corruption and abuses which 
were to grow up in our public service that no definite provisions 
were made in the Constitution against this source of danger to 
our institutions. The power of appointment was created, but the 
power of removal from office was left to inference only. 

After a hundred years of rience under our constitutional 
system, Americans have learned to revere and love that immortal 
instrument, and to subject their conduct to its express or implied 
limitations. By habit they look to the organic law of the land 
for some warrant for the erection of any public institution for 
the regulation and conduct of public affairs; the more so in this 
case in view of the magnitude our civil service has attained, 
9 as it does nearly 180, 000 persons in its various branches, 
and the warm controversy which has for years agitated the coun- 

on the vexed question of reform in its administrative methods. 
section 2 of icle II of the Constitution, which enumerates 
the powers of the President, are found these words: 


Congress may by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers as the: 
think roper in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads 
Deparknen 


bly to this provision Congress has vested the appointment 
of all inferior officers in the heads of Departments. The Supreme 
Court of the United States has held that in making appointments 
the heads of Departments are subject to such restrictions and lim- 
itations as Co may impose in reference to both appointments 
and removals in advancement of the public interests.* There is 
thus complete constitutional and legal warrant for such regulation 
of the civil service of the country as will make it subserve in the 
Highest 2 the public welfare. 
ingularly enough, however, for more than three-quarters of a 
century little restrictive legislation was invoked to suppress abuses 
and promote efficiency in the public service. In the early period 
of our history so high was the sense of official honor and rectitude 
and such fidelity to duty was practicedin the conduct of public 
functions that no legislative coercion was needed. 

During the administrations of the first six Presidents those who 
were charged with the duty of 5 1 officers performed their 
duty with a conscientious regard for the public interests, regard- 
ing the appointing power as a public trust to be exercised with a 
scrupulous care for the public welfare. Political asi or reli- 
gious affiliations or private motives were not considered in execu- 
tive appointments. The elevation of mind and * patriotism 
Which characterized the statesmen of that period find striking 
eee in a letter of Washington to a friend, in which he 
said: 

M 
my 
opi 


friend Ireceiye with cordial welcome to my house and welcome to 
eart; but with all his good qualities he is nota man of business. His 
ment, with all his politics so hostile to me, is a man of business. My pri- 
vate feelings have nothing to do with the case. As George Washington, I 
would do this man any kindness in my power. As President of the United 


States, Ican do nothing. 


5 Jefferson, animated by the same high sense of public duty, 
said: 


Of the thousands of officers, therefore, in the United States. a very few indi- 
viduals only, probably not twenty, will be removed, and those only for doing 


what they ought not to have done. I know that in stopping thus short in the 
career of removal I will give great offense to many of my friends. That tor- 
rent has been p g me heavily and will req all my force to bear up 


against, but my maxim is fiat jus , ruat cælum. 
Se 1801, in closing a letter on the subject of appointments, he 


wee ving Be ess 3 3 shall be, Is he honest, is he capa- 

Madison, Monroe, and John Quincy Adams shared with their 
redecessors these elevated views of public duty with respect to 
he civil service. All removals from office in those six Adminis- 
trations were for cause. Washington made 9 removals, John 
Adams 9, Jefferson 39, Madison 5, Monroe 9, John Quincy Adams 2. 
These were offices of higher grade which were filled by the Presi- 
dent by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. But the 
number of removals in the inferior grades were corresponding] 
small, and in all cases forcause. Political influence an person 
favor or disfavor are not believed to have had an agency in a sin- 
gle removal or in the selections to fill vacancies. 


* United States vs. Lyman B. Perkins, 116 U. S., 483. 
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ORIGIN OF THE SPOILS SYSTEM. 


In the Administration of John Quincy Adams, however, the 
tide of official honor and duty in this particular reached its flood, 
and the succeeding Administration witnessed the inning of its 
ebb, Mr. Jenckes, 5 from the Joint Select Committee on 
Retrenchment of the House of Representatives in 1868, says: 
foo" well known to need descri 

o victors parong 


the spoi 
service of the U) States may be changed for mere political opinion with- 
A rhorions 8 of 
* From that tim 


t 
present, 2 forty years, the partisan obligations of the candidate for office 
ve been hel 


Daniel Webster, describing the condition of the civil service in 
1832, said: 

As far as I know, there is no civilized country on the earth in which. on a 
change of rulers, there is such an inquisition for spoils as we have witnessed 
in free Republic. * * * The same party which drives good 
men out of office will push bad menin. Political proscription leads necessa- 
rily to the of offices with incompetent persons, and to a consequent 
malexecution of official duties. 

The reports from time to time made by Con onal commit- 
tees, covering the period from Jackson to Buchanan, furnish 
graphic illustrations of the results of the spoils system in our civil 
service. A few examples will suffice to convey an idea of the 
extent of the abuses under that system. Atthe New York custom- 
house, between 1858 and 1861, the collector removed 889 out of 
690 employees. In the three following years the succeeding col- 
lector, of a different party, removed 525 out of 702 employees. A 
later collector in three years removed 830 out of 903, and another 
in sixteen months removed 510 out of 892, or one removal for 
every day of his term. 

Later times furnish still more striking abuses. In recent times 
there have been instances in which as many as 96 per cent of the 
incumbents of offices have been removed on a change of adminis- 
tration. In contrast with this the reports of the Civil Service 
Commission show that in the last three years in the two great 
Departments of the Treasury and Interior the removals of those 
appointed under competitive examinations have not exceeded 2 
pe centa year. Butin the unclassified service the same revolt- 

g spectacle, an“ in-and-out” panorama, is still witnessed with 
every change of administration. Sometimes the incumbents 
change their politics with such alacrity that they hold their places, 
notwithstanding the change in party occupancy. It reminds one 
of the saloon keeper at Winchester during the war. It is said the 
tide of battle swept back and forth through that little town 
seventy-six times during the war. When the Union forces were 
in possession the saloon keeper wore a suit of blue, and when the 
Confederates returned he changed toa suit of gray, making the 
changes with such promptitude as not to disclose to the respective 
combatants the trick he was playing. After the war was over, a 
neighbor asked him how he managed always to be on the side 
that was in possession. He replied that the changes of 7 N 6 
were pretty fast, but they would have to be d——n quick if they 
got ahead of him. 

THE DAWN OF A BETTER SENTIMENT. 


In the midst of this carnival of spoils and reckless indifference 
to the public welfare there appeared now and then a man who 
was more sensible than others of the vicious character of the law- 
less system which Marcy had conceived and Jackson had put into 
operation. Above the confusion and chaos of the struggle for 
spoils at times there arose a voice which, with a fervency of spirit 
and true devotion to a greatidea which would have done credit to 
St. Paul, arraigned the existing methods for their failure to pro- 
mote the public welfare, and proclaimed to the idolators of the 
spoils system that the dawn of the day of the people’s deliverance 
from its degrading despotism was at hand. The voice was heard 
and by degrees heeded, but those who uttered it were reviled an 
ridiculed, dubbed ‘‘snivel” service reformers, and subjected to 
indignities and proscription. But the voice was not silenced. It 
grew in volume and power until it awakened the sleeping masses 
and brought the nation to a realization of the shame it was suffer- 
ing to pollute the temple of its civil service. The conscience of 
the Republic was marshaled in aggressive opposition to the sys- 
tem which made merchandise of office and chattel mongers of 
those who wore the mantle ofhigh and honorable place. Atlength 
the better sense of the people prevailed, the principle that public 
office is a public trust to be administered for the public welfare 
began to be recognized, and the initial step was taken in the legis- 
lation which has improved our civil service and placed it, to some 
extent at least, on a footing of efficiency and official responsibility. 

In 1871 a law was passed providing as follows: 


The President is authorized to prescribe such tions for the admission 
of persons into the civil service of the United tos as may best promote 
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efficiency,and ascertain the fitness of each candidate in respect to charac: 
ter, knowledge, and ability for the branch of the service he — to enter; 
and for this a et — he may employ suitable persons to conduct such in 

and may p their duties, and establish regulations for the coment 
poteoan: who may receive appointments in the civil service. (R. S. U. S., sec 


This was in mse to a sentiment that had been evolved out 
of years of agitation, and only acquired force enough to crystallize 
into legislation after the nation had completed the work of secur- 
ing the results of the war to save its life, and had a little time to 
look after the honor of its public service. Some one aptly said 
that we could not be expected to repair our plumbing, though our 

eople were dying of poisonous gases, while our rout was on fire, 

ough the enactment had the cordial fayor of Grant’s Adminis- 
tration, it was but a spasm of legislative virtue and did not last. 
A recent writer likened it to strawberries sprouted in March. 
The hearts of our people warmed to the reform but a day and 
then grew cold again. In 1874 Congress refused the needed a 
3 to sustain the work of the commission Grant e mi 
and under which the merit system was operated for some time in 
the departmental service with signal benefit to the service. The 
President informed Congress that the new methods had given 
persons of superior character to the service,” and they had de- 
veloped more energy in the discharge of duty; and in one of his 
messages he said it would be a source of mortification to himself 
and those associated with him in enforcing the civil-service rules 
if Congress should refuse to make the further appropriation which 
he asked in aid of the work. It was not possible to continue the 
merit system without an appropriation, and the rules were accord- 
ingly s nded by President Grant in 1875. This was dishearten- 
ing, but it did not rea Le the reform. Ina few custom-houses 
and post-offices, notably in New York, where the new system had 
taken root, itremained. The benefits were so obvious that public 
opinion forced the question of reform in our civil service to the 
forefront of politics. 

In 1872 both political parties had committed themselves dis- 
tinctly to the merit system. On June 5 of that year the Repub- 
lican national convention at Philadelphia declared: 

Any system of the civil service under which the subordinate positions of 
the vernment are considered rewards for mere party zeal is fatally de- 
moralizing, and we therefore favor a reform of the system by laws which 
shall abolish the evils of patronage, and make honesty, efficiency, and fidelity 


the essontial qualifications for public positions, without practically creating 
a life tenure of office. . 


On the 9th of July of the same year the Democratic national 
convention at Baltimore declared in equally unequivocal terms, 
as follows: 

The civil service of the Government has become a mere instrument of par- 

ambition and an object of selfish greed. Itis a 
and reproach upon free institutions and breeds a demoralization dan- 
erous to the perpetuity of republican government. We therefore regard a 
thorough reform of the civil service as one of the most pressing necessities 
of the hour; that honesty, 8 and fidelity constitute the only valid 
claim to public Coc eae tthe offices of the Government cease to be 
a matter of arbitrary favoritism and patrona ce, and that public station bo- 
come again a post of honor. To this end it is imperatively required that no 
President be a candidate for reelection. 


From that time forward no political party dared go before the 
people without a distinct recognition in its platform of the claims 
of civil-service reform. The two great parties vied with each 
other in their professions of devotion to the reform—albeit they 
were suspected of being most celestial in their professions, when 
they were gate terrestrial in their performances. But to this say 
no national platform has appeared without a plank favoring civil- 
service reform. 

THE PENDLETON ACT. 

In January, 1883, the results of the agitation which thoughtful 
and earnest men had kept up were crystallized in what is known 
as the Pendleton Act, drawn, I believe, by Dorman B. Eaton, whom 
Grant had appointed on the first Civil Service Commission with 
George W. Curtis and others, and who was an earnest, able, and 
sincere civil-service reformer, and was introduced into the Senate 
by Senator Pendleton, and hence bore his name. After a long 
debate it the Senate with but 5 votes against it. In the 
House it was not debated at all, but passed under a suspension of 
the rules by more than a two-thirds vote. Under this act the 
merit system has been enforced in our civil service for thirteen 
years to an annually increasing extent. Under its provisions cus- 
tom-houses and post-offices, as they reach in their growth a cer- 
tain number of employees, come automatically under the law and 
the rules of the merit system. Then, too, periodically, whenever 
the President is disposed, another branch of the service is placed 
under the law, until by automatic growth and Executive exten- 
sion the number of employees in the classified competitive service 
has grown from about 14,500 in 1883 to 87,406 at this time, and 
embraces the following branches of the service: Departmental, 
Government Printing, Indian, Railway Mail, Customs, Postal, 
and Internal Revenue. 


1896. 


The entire executive civil service of the United States, approx- 
imately correct, with a few outlying 5 the duties of a num- 
ber of which are not yet accurately determined, but are under 
consideration by the Departments, may be distributed generally 


as follows: 


8, 621 
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Excluded under clause (b) of Rule III, section 8k 53 
Excluded under clause (c) of Rule III, section 8 3 
1 under clause (d) of Rule III. section 8. BH 
ential officers confirmed by Senate 4,815 
Laborers or workmen below classification .... — _8,688 
Miscellaneous positions not yet classified ..................------------- 71, 806 
Total in executive civil service 178,716 
Total in classified service „„ 4 ununes 87, 406 


PROGRESS OF REFORM. 


It thus appears that the merit system in our civil service has 
made gratifying progress. That it has been retarded by the ob- 
structive hostility of its enemies goes withontsaying. Thatit has 
been scandalized by gronna a complaints is plain enough—com- 
plaints as foolish and childish as Sydney Smith’s complaint of the 
solar system when he said to his friend Jeffrey: 


D—n the solar system; bad light, planets too remote; pestered with com- 
ets, feeble contrivance; could e a better with ease. 


That its efficiency has fallen short of what it miht hava been 
but for the indifference if not faithlessness of officials charged 
with the duty of carrying it into effect is too obvious to need to be 
mentioned. The success of any branch of the system depends 
upon the fidelity of those whose duty it is.to execute it, and the 
success of the whole system depends upon the fidelity with which 
the President, the Civil Service Commissioners, and the appoint- 
ing officers carry out its provisions. To have an ideal execution 
of the law you must have ideal men, whom you can not obtain. 
There are still too many who render the merit system a good deal 
of lip service, whose hearts are lightly troubled with devotion to 
its claims, and who stumble at the actual application of its prin- 
ciples in the administration of office. They remind one of the 
story Gladstone tells of Lord Melbourne. e latter was seen 
coming from church one Sabbath in great excitement. Meeting a 
friend, he exclaimed: 
It is too bad. I have always been a supporter of the church and have alwa; 

DRaa the clergy; and it is reall to have to listen to a sermon like 


too 
that I heard this morning. Wh the preacher actually insisted upon appl 
religion to a man's private lte pon applying. 


But withal, it has been for thirteen years in a state of progres- 
sive efficiency, yielding new fruit each year and deepening its 
hold upon popular respect as its benefits become more y 


THE SPOILS SYSTEM. 


Now let me invite your attention to what the merit system is, 
and to distinguish it sharply from what is known by the very apt 
designation of “the spoils system.” The two systems stand for 
opposite theories of politics and official duty and responsibility. 

e idea underlying the spoils system was clearly expressed by 
Senator Marcy in that famous utterance m the United States 
Senate, that There is nothing wrong in the rule that to the vic- 
tor belongs the spoils of the enemy.” His contention was that 
the political party that won the victory was entitled to enjoy the 
fruits of it, which meant that all the employees of the Govern- 
ment should be dismissed on the change of Administration and 
the places filled by adherents of the winning party. To carry 
out this theory rotation in office was inaugurated and was advo- 
cated by some statesmen as a cardinal political principle, a prac- 
tical necessity in party administration to reward party work- 
ers and political friends and to wreak revenge upon their adver- 


But rotation in office is a dream. It has never gotten further in 
XXTX——27 
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its development than succession in office, and that sometimes has 
been very rapid. George William Curtis said: 
The doctrine of rotation in office implies that merit should not be consid- 
ered. It treats the public service asa ango soup house, in which needy citi- 
e; 


zens are to take turns at the table, an y must not grumble when they 
are told to move on. 


The system is predicated upon the false and demoralizing ideas— 
1. That a political party is a body of politicians associated in an! 
effort to capture the Government and appropriate the honors and’ 

rofits of the public service to the use of themselves. 2. That 

itical campaigns are battles for the conquest of spoils with which 
to reward leaders, fighters, and workers. 8. That d for prin- 
ciples, love of country, and obligation to duty are to be professed 
but not practiced to the prejudice of party ends. 4. That fidelity 
and work for the party are qualifications for office paramount to 
personal worth and merit. , 

Of course I do not go to the length of saying that appointing 
officers give no attention to qualifications, for they do, and the 
better and more conscientious the man the better will his ap- 
pointments be. Cromwell improved the civil service of England 
greatly, not because his system was not despotic, for no ruler. 
was ever more so, but because he had higher conceptions of duty 
and of what the civil service ought to be than his predecessors, 
He mixed his religion and his politics and produced a unique 
combination which was calculated to advance the public welfare. 
He Linge according to his own will, but he put conscience 
into the selection, as he did in everything else, and good appoint- 
ments were the result, Experience, however, in our time has 
clearly shown that the best intentions are likely to be overcome 
by the importunities of those to whom the appointing officer is 
under obligation, and this result is advanced by the influence of 
our democratic American 807 that holds one man as 
as another. John Stuart Mill once wrote Mr. Motley that he 
deplored the fatal belief of the American public that anybody 
was fit for anything. This idea would be fatal to civil-service 
reform, as it would be fatal to private business and to the great 
manufacturing and transportation managements of the country. 
At all events, it is obvious that the way to pluck the flower, 
safety, from the nettle, cop in this particular is to release the 
appointing officer from the duress under which he is placed by his 
political success, 

The fallacy into which many good people have fallen, and which 
found eloquent advocates in great statesmen, from Burr to Marcy, 
and from Jackson to Tweed and Conkling. finds its latest and most 
1 crystallization in the famous reply of Judge Barnard on 
his trial for the corrupt use of judicial patronage: ‘‘I won this 
office and its patronage is mine.“ But no intellectual greatness or 
political distinction can redeem or powers of eloquence sanctify ' 
a system so vicious in principle and demoralizing in practice as 
the spoils system. Some years ago, at a dinner in New York, 
Professor Huxley asked Senator Conkling what he thought of the 
civil-service reform. The Senator launched into an eloquent 
defense of the spoils system. Huxley was asked what he thought 
of it. He replied that it was the most eloquent defense he had 
ever heard of a 1 indefensible thing. 

It hardly needs to be pointed out how in practice this system 
vitiates the relation between the legislative and executive depart- 
ments of the Government. Under the Constitution no encroach- 
ment of one upon the other is contemplated. Yet, under the 
8 practice which has long been in vogue, the executive 

nction is, to a large extent, usurped by members of Congress, 
who become purveyors of patronage, whose importunities for 
favors for their constituents can not easily be resisted by the aver- 
age Executive. The result has been that the lives of both Presi- 
dent and Congressmen have been made miserable. President 
Lincoln once said he never went to sleep without looking under 
the bed to see if a certain Senator was there in pursuit of an office, 
At another time, when he was sore distressed by these Congres- 
sional importunities, he said he could not get time to consider the 
Southern question. Tam,“ said he, like a man so busy in let- 
ting rooms in one end of his house that he has not time to put out 
the fire in the other end.” Secretary Windom said: 


In the last one hundred days a few thousand men in search of office have 
taken nine-tenths of the time of the President and his Cabinet. 


But it perverts also the relations between the Representatives 
and their constituents. In many districts the real question upon 
which the election of a member of Congress turned was not 
whether he could represent the highest interest of his district and 
the country at large, but, Could he make the necessary alliances 
to secure the requisite offices to meet pressing demands; could he 
command favors enough to secure the caucus or patronage enough 
to carry the convention? Dr. Andrew D. White tells of a member 
of Congress with whom he conversed on an important measure. 
He asked the Congressman why he did not make a great speech 
on the subject, educate the country, and extend his own fame, 
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The oppressed statesman, holding outa bundle of letters, replied: 


I can not doit, sir. I have not the time. Here are fifty unan- 
8 letters from my constituents asking me to get offices for 
them.“ 

Contrast this situation with that of a statesman in England 
under the superb civil-service system of Great Britain. A mem- 
ber of Parliament a few years ago, speaking of their civil service, 
said he represented one of the most important districts in the 
‘United Kingdom, but he thanked Heaven that he was powerless 

“as to the appointment of the pettiest tidewaiter in the Empire. 

It was the Poist of Gladstone that the only office in his gift was 

that óf his own private secretary. It has been said that the num- 

ber of offices which go to the victors as spoils at a Parliamentary 
election in Great Britain does not exceed thirty. 


THE MERIT SYSTEM. 


The merit system, on the other hand, stands for a body of ideas 
‘which are the extreme oposite of those I have just considered. 

1.- It recognizes the public welfare as the supreme good. 

2. It insists everywhere and at all times, in politics and official 
life, that merit is the paramount test of fitness for the public 
service. 

8. That public office is a public trust, to be administered in 
“advancement of the public good—and never to be filled by mere 
favor or bestowed as spoils. 

4. That the practice of di ing office on account of political 

opinions or affiliations is a demoralizing and despotic use of official 
power and detrimental to the public service. 

5. That patriotism as well as good morals condemns the use of 
the power of appointment and removal for mere selfish and 
anit sha ends, as they condemn the use of public money for per- 

“sonal ends. 

These are the cardinal principles which the civil-service law and 
‘the rules under it are the means of applying in the administration 
of our civil service. No patriot can withhold the homage due to 

sound principle and patriotic , Justice, and purity in 
‘political and official life by omitting to extol a system which has 
‘or its object the dignity of man, cial rectitude, the elevation 
of the public service, and the expression in our public life of the 
‘highest reason and conscience of our people. 
hatever view may have prevailed when the merit“ system 
was first introduced, I haz nothing in saying that it has long 
since the experimental stage. It is now firmly rooted in 
public favor, and is perhaps as well established as an administra- 
tye policy as any other institution of our Government. Its suc- 
cess in bettering the condition of our civil service deserves the 
wide acceptance it has received and the high esteem in which it is 
held. The people of the United States are cally united in 
the conviction that public office is a public trust; that it is to be 
filled for the benefit of the le rather than of the incumbent; 
r and capacity constitute the best title to 
public piao; that the merit system is based upon the American 
e of the right of the people to have the worthiest and best- 
qualified citizens to serve them, and that every citizen has the 
‘right to compete for the honor of civic preferment if he possesses 
the qualifications; that every office bestowed as patronage or 
“spoils, without regard to fitness, is so much taken from better 
qualified citizens, whose services the Government has a right to 
enjoy; that the portals of the public service should be opened to 
no man who can not give the open sesame of “ tested merit.” 
In other words, the people are now practically united in regard- 
ing as axiomatic these . 

1. That the highest claims upon preferment in our civil estab- 
lishment are the character and capacity that best qualify a person 
for the discharge of duties of the office. 

2. That common justice requires the application of a fair public 

test for ascertaining those qualifications. 

8. That he who esents the highest evidence of fitness has 
morally, and should have legally, the right to the office. 

These n which have been accepted as sound and salutary 
by all political parties in our recent history, and are believed to be 
founded in natural justice, are promotive of wise and economic 
administration and conducive to the general welfare. And the 
occasional—I might say periodical—outcry against the merit sys- 
tem is a survival from a time and a state of public opinion which 
has long since passed and will not be likely to return to plague the 

e. 
ta BENEFITS OF THE SYSTEM. 

The benefits which the merit system confers upon the people are 
direct and indirect. The direct benefits are those derived from 
securing for Government employment the most reliable and effi- 
cient service. The indirect benefits are those derived from the 
“stimulus and encouragement given to the general education of the 
people; the industry and achievement which come from generous 
rivalry between aspirants for the honor of civic places, which are 

the trophies of merit alone; and the incentive to exertion which 
produces character and attainments, moral independence, and 


that manly thought and action which give citizens influence and 


make them men of light and leading in the community. 

It saves young men who desire Government employment from 
the degradation of servility to political masters and the humilia- 
tion of beggars for patronage from those who have the power to 
bestow it. It o the doors of the public service to the personal 
worth and intelligence of the nation on the only terms upon which 
an honorable man should be st aan to seek civic preferment, the 
terms of winning it by honorable competition for the prize that 
rewards success in the tournament of merit. It makes it possible 
for young men who are too humble to command influence and too 
manly and independent to ask favors, and who are qualified for 
the public service, to win places without the sacrifice of self- 
respect and manhood. Nor have these advantages been unappre- 
ciated by yong men and women of the country—they have been 
availed of to a surprising extent. In 1894, 37,379 persons were 
examined for all branches of the service; 22,131 passed the merit 
test successfully and were placed upon the eligible list, and 4,372 
were appointed to places in the civil service of their country. 

And, furthermore, to the honor of our public schools, the statis- 
tics of the Commission show that the great majority—more than 
80 per cent—of those appointed to positions from the eligible lists 
have received only a common or high school education. College 
graduates do not comprise more than one-sixth of those who enter 
the Government service through civil-serviceexaminations. It is 
also interesting to note that the persons who are appointed to the 
service are not fresh from their books, as the 8 0 age of the 
appointees to the service is 28 years, a period of life which is several 
years beyond the time of leaving school. 

Then, again, the open public competition which closes the doors 
to patronage and favoritism in appointments, destroys the motives 
for removals, for vacancies can not be filled by chosen favorites; 
but only by those whom the chances of battle in an open contest 
of merit assign to the place. In such case there remains little in- 
ducement to moea mp beyond the necessities of the service, 
for they can not be filled by 8 selection of the appoint- 
ing officer, but by those certified from the head of an eligible list. 
And, moreover, as General Grant wisely said, it is much easier to 
remove the unworthy persons who come in through competition, 
for they are 1 influence to keep them in, Which is 
not the least of the vices of the spoils system. 

It is the uniform testimony of the chiefs of bureaus and divisions, 
as well as the heads of Executive Departments, that appointees 

ing in under the civil- service rule are more efficient those 
appointed under the old system, that abuses under the former 
system have been corrected, that the moral tone of the public serv- 
ice has been elevated and the service made more economical and 
businesslike. 

In the Post-Office Department a rule has been promulgated in 
this Administration that no carrier shall be removed except for 
cause upon written filed with the Post-Office Department, 
and of which the carrier shall have full notice and an opportunity 
to make defense. Gratifying evidence of the high ground taken 
by the present Postmaster-General is found in his address before 
the national convention of letter carriers in this city in September 
last. He there said: 

No one rejoices more than I do, both ga uaa and on the lower plane 
of selfish convenience, that every free-delivery post-office in the country is 
now under civil-service rules; that the gateway to employment therein is no 
tit Sis tenure of thet COTENT US leaner depois oper acyahing eke 
than individual merit and individual fidelity. 8 8 

He has also followed the lead of his predecessor in the previous 
Administration, and recommended a merit tenure for three of 
the Assistant Postmasters-General. This may well be regarded 
as indicating the trend of sentiment among those occupying the 
most conspicuous positions in the public service. 

THE PRESENT STATE OF THE LAW. 


The present state of the lawis in many respects satisfactory, but 
notin all. The provisions for safeguarding the service against 
political influences: might be improved, though, as far as admis- 
sions to the service are concerned, they are quite ample. The law 
does not allow more than two of the Civil Service Commissioners 
to be adherents of the same 1 z 

It provides for a system of examinations to test fitness, which 
excludes the possibility of political discriminations, because the 
identity of the persons is not known to the examiners who deter- 
mine the percentages, and selections are made according to grade 
as they stand on the eligible list. 

No person shall be removed or otherwise prejudiced for not con- 
tributing to any political fund or not rendering any political 
service. 

No person in the service has a right to use his official authority 
or influence to coerce the political action of anyone. 

No recommendation of any applicant for office which may be 
given by any Senator or Member of the House of Representatives, 
except as to the character or residence of the applicant, shall be 
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received or considered by, any person concerned in making the 
examinations or appointments. - 

And it is the duty of all officers of the Government, to which 
the law and rules of the civil service shall relate, to. aid in all 
proper ways in carrying said law and rules into effect. 

It will thus be seen that if all officers charged with duties under 
the law perform their duty, the civil service will enjoy absolute 
immunity from discrimination on political grounds as far as 
adinissions to the service are concerned. 

After their admissions a different rule prevails. Promotions, 
remoyals, and reductions, singularly enough, have not been ex- 
cepting toalimitedextentamenabletolaw. Tocorrectthis defect, 
I introduced a bill early in the first session of this makak 
it a penal offense to willfully discriminate in favor of or agains 
any eligible for appointment to or any employee in the classified 
civil service of the Government in the matter of promotions, reduc- 
tions, or dismissals on the ground of their political opinions or 
affiliations, That bill was reported favorably from the Committee 
on Reform in the Civil Service and is now on the Calendar. Hap- 
pily, the necessity for the measure is to some extent superseded by 
the rules recently promulgated, which place greater restrictions 
upon official liberty in this respect, and if enforced with fidelity 
will greatly improve the system. Heretofore the Departments 
have regulated the discipline of een ployece according to their own 
rules; and in the matter of removals, tions, and reductions 
the ‘spoils system“ had a big pull. It has been thought by many 
better not to place restrictions upon the appointing power in rela- 
tion to removals, because the good of the service requires removals 
to be made at times, and some discretion must be lodged in those 
who are responsible for the service, 

The complaints that have been mostly made—and they are 
numerous and in many instances with apparent warrant—relate 
to this aspect of the service. It is not possible, perhaps, to eliminate 
the personal factor entirely from the treatment of employees, and 
there is much force in the contention that the liability to abuse 
of the pomon of removal ia minnie 155 ot we fhe the fact that there * ao 
guaran t a vacancy wi y a person more agreeable, 
politi and 8 than the one removed. Still, I am of the 
opinion that some restriction should be placed upon removals, for 

` abuses are believed to be practiced in some instances to the preju- 
dice of faithful 8 by their removal or reduction without 
justifiable cause. This can only be prevented by making such 
abuses penal offenses, and the new rules do this. As the law has 
been, there was no redress for any employee who believed injustice 
had been done him in these respects. He complained and his out- 
cry of injustice went up and down the land, bringing scandal 
and discredit upon the service and upon the heads of Departments 
involved, with no means available of establishing the truth of the 
accusation or vindicating the appointing officers against the asper- 
sions cast upon their official duty and honor. 

There is another defect in the law which I would correct. I 
‘would extend the preference given to a limited number of honor- 
ably discharged Union soldiers and sailors of the late war by sec- 
tion 1754 of the Revised Statutes to all honorably discharged 
soldiers and sailors, The limitations upon this preference are not 
really understood. The law says: 

Persons discharged from the military or naval service by reason of disa- 
bility resulting from wounds or sickness incurred in the line of duty shall be 
preferred for appointments to civil offices, provided they are found to pos- 
a: toa 3 capacity necessary for the proper discharge ot the duties of 

c 


Gere section 2, Rule VII, of the civil-service rules provides 


The names of all competitors whose claims to preference under the provi- 
sions of section 1754 of the Revised Statutes have been allowed by the Com- 
mission, and who attain an average of 65 or over shall be placed in the order 
of their average percentages at the head of the proper register of the eligibles. 


While section 3 of Rule VII provides as follows: 


For filling vacancies in positions for which competitive tests are not practi- 
cable, persons who served in the military or naval service of the United 
States in the late war of the rebellion and were honorably discharged there- 
from shall be placed at the head of the proper register in the order of their 
fultillment of said requirements. 

This is all right as far as it goes, but it ought to go further. 
Very few of the soldiers of the late war who were honorably dis- 
charged thirty-odd years ago by reason of disability resulting from 
wounds or sickness incurred in the line of duty are nowsurviving 
to avail themselves of the advantage of this provision of the law. 
There are, however, a large number of honorably discharged sol- 
diers who have since their discharge become in some degree dis- 
abled by reason of wounds or sickness incurred while in the 
service who are capable of performing the duties of many of the 
offices under the civil-service law, but who are not entitled to any 

reference over others under that law. With a view to correct- 
ing this defect I introduced in the first session of this Congress a 
bill to amend existing law so as to extend this preference to all 
honorably discharged Union soldiers and sailors of the war of the 
rebellion and the widows of such honorably discharged persons, 
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possess the business capacity nec 
il was favorably 


provided they are found to 
to discharge the duties of such offices. That b 
reported by the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, 
is now on the Calendar. 

Under existing law there were in the year 1894 but 14 of the 
preferred class of soldiers placed upon the eligible list for the 
entire departmental service of the United States, and only 10 


secured appointments. In the year 1893, 15 were placed on the 

eligible list and 13 received appointments. From June 30, 1 

to January 1, 1896, only 4 were appointed. After the lapse o 

thirty years from the close of the war, and in view of the widely 

8 sense of gratitude and generosity toward the surviving 
efenders of the Union, it is believed that the extension of the 

protonga as I have Ger 8 would be an act of justice which 

e people of the United States, in grateful recognition of the 
services and sacrifices of those who served in the Army and Na 
in the war for the Union. would highly commend. It is believ 
that the average age of the surviving Union soldiers is about 60 
years, while the average age of those passing examinations is 
about 27 years. It is therefore apparent that the number of this 
class who would pass the merit test under our civil-service rules 
would be limited. The extension of the preference to the widows 
of soldiers and sailors who were honorably discharged from the 
service of the United States would be a recognition of a meri- 
torious class to wh: m the 2 women of America are quite 
willing to concede the slight advantage which will inure to them 
through the proposed preference, 

With some moditications with a view to the improvements I 
have 8 sted, the law would be about as good as we can hope 
to have it: and if those intrusted to carry it into effect are as good 
as the law we will soon have a civil service in the United States 


meeting some inquiries which are being made by members of the 
House relating to that service. I shall not be able to do that 
fully in the time I occupy the floor to-day; and I shall thereforeat 
the proper time ask consent to so extend my remarks as will 
enable me to place a the tables of members some statements 
and figures which reveal the condition of the civil serviceto 
some extent at this time and answer some of the inquiries which 
members are making. 


EFFICIENCY OF SERVICE. 


I hold in my hand the replies of the chiefs of the various Depart- 
ments of the Government to a resolution passed by this House at 
the last session, asking for certain information relating to the 
state of efficiency among the employeesof theservice. I desire to 

ive to the committee a statement of the result of those replies, to 
show as well as such a statement can show the state of effici 
in the service. Every chief in the entire civil service was requ 
to state how many employees in his Department or bureau were 
below the average standard of efficiency; and I have the happiness 
to be able to say that it appears from the reports from the 
bureaus and Departments of the Government that but thirty-three 
servants in the employ of the Government at the time these 
answers were made were below the average standard of efficiency. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Do I understand the gentleman to say that 
in all the Departments the inefficient were found to number only 


-three? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Only thirty-three, as reported by the heads of 
the various bureaus of the Government, 

Mr. BOWERS. What time was that response made? 

Mr. BROSIUS. At the close of the last session of Congress, 
The resolution of inquiry was passed on the last day of January, 
and the replies covered the period from that. to the last of April. 

Mr. BOWERS. As late as that? 

Mr. BROSIUS. That is about the time. 

Mr. BOWERS. Will the gentleman allow me a half minute? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I prefer not to be interrupted, if the gentle- 
man will allow me. 

It will be easily seen, Mr. Chairman, by the members of the com- 
mittee that the character of the statement that I am making, and 
am about to make, would naturally elicit a great number of in- 

uiries, and my time would be entirely consumed by somebody 
else. 

I have answered the gentleman from Tennessee that the total 
number of employees as shown by these reports of the heads of 
the bureaus of the Government is thirty-three inefficients. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I think I can find that many in one single 
Department. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, that may be. This statement comes to 
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Congress from the heads of the various bureaus and Departments 
of the Government as to the average standard of efficiency of the 
employees. . 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman let me ask him a question? 
_Mr. BROSIUS. Now, if my friend from Tennessee will de- 


sist 

Mr. COX. Ionly want to ask one, and a short one. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I want to make some observations myself on 
the service, and unless my time is extended indefinitely I shall be 
compelled to decline to answer any inquiry. 

Mr. COX. Ihave a very pertinent question. 

Mr. CANNON. I think the gentleman from Tennessee has a 
DA? Spt centre question. He looks like it. [Laughter.] 

. BROSIUS. I have no doubt of that fact. He always has 
interesting questions and they generally lead to various other 
questions, as they suggest thought in others. 

In the Treasury (es oo the report shows 22 employees below 
the average stan of efficiency, of which number 8 are ineffi- 
cient on account of age, one being 57 years of age, one 63, one 68, 
one 69, one 70, one 77, one 82, and one 84. 

In the Department of Labor there were 2; and the inefficiency 
in their cases arose from ill health. 

In the Post-Office Department there were 9 reported, 6 females 
and 3 males, and age was the cause of the inefficiency of 5 and 
mental infirmity of 2. 5 

I thought it proper, Mr. Chairman, to make this statement for 
the information of the committee and the House. If any relia- 
bility attaches to these replies from the chiefs and heads of the 
bureaus and Departments of the Government, it certainly reveals 
avery gratifying and satisfactory state of the service so far as 
that is concerned. 

Now, in relation to the present state of the civil service, we 
have, in round numbers, 175,000 employees in the various Depart- 
ments and bureaus of the Government. We are paying them 
every year, in round numbers, about one hundred ions of dol- 
lars. ou can easily see the importance attaching to the subject 
when you contemplate the money taken from the pockets of the 
people to pay these servants. - 

In the service of the Government to-day there are in the aggre- 
gate in the departmental service 58,548 employes; of this number, 
there are in theclassified service 46,454, and we pay them $48,180,017 
ayear. In the Post-Office Department there are 104,811 all told, 
and in the classifiéd service the number is 26,316. We pay that 
Department $38,665,025. In the Government Printing ce there 
are 2,852 employees, all of whom but 36 are in the classified service, 
and we pay them $2,509,830: In the custom-honse service there 
are 5,103 employees in the aggregate, and 4,545 of them are in the 
classified service. We pay them $66,333,027 per annum. In the 
Internal-Revenue Department of the Government there are 3,282 
employees, and 3,168 of them are in the classified service. We 
pay them $3,298,266 a year: making a total of employeesin the civil 
service of 174,596, and in the classified service, 83,299, the whole of 
which costs the people $98,936,167. 

These figures are Appronta correct, but I will print with 
m iar a tabulated statement containing the correct figures, 

want to say, Mr. Chairman, that I rejoice more than I can 
express to hear honorable members on this floor, with a devotion 
toa great principle and a fervency of spirit, I may say, that would 
do credit to the apostle to the Gentiles, arraigning the remnant of 
the spoils system that yet lingers in the executive civil service of 
the United States. I with what they say to a large extent. 
I unite with my friend from New Hampshire . BAKER] in con- 
demning the remnant of that iniquity that remains in the civil 
service of the country, and that he has been lashing with appro- 
priate vigor, thinking he was arraigning the reformed civil service 
of the country; in other words, the merit system, which in the 
past only covered a part of the executive civil service. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman permit 
me? 

Mr. BROSIUS. My friend knows I have but a few minutes. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. You told what I thought; 
not what I said. : : 

Mr. BROSIUS. Ishould be glad to yield to interruptions if I 
had the time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Brosius] declines to be interrupted. 

Mr. BROSIUS. The complaints which our friends make against 
the civil service are shown by what they themselves say not to be 
complaints against the merit system, but against the spoils system 
which remains. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. That is so. 

Mr. BROSIUS. And all the employees who have been removed 
from office, according to the report cited by my friend from New 
Hampshire [Mr. BAKER], taken from the report of 1894, were 
removed under the spoils system, and not under the classified 
civil service of the United States. [Applause.] There is no = 
that they could be removed, if they were under the c 


system, unless you assume that a man does a thing without a 
motive. Every vacancy made under the classified service of this 
Government must be filled, not by the selection of the appointing 
officer, but from the head of an eligible list according to grade, 
which was fixed and established without the possibility of polit- 
ical preference. For all who understand anything about the civil 
service of this country know that those men are placed on that 
list after an examination under rules, which ude the - 
bility e preference, because the identity of the applicant 
examined is not known to those who conduct the examinations, 
fix the 5 and determine the applicant's place on the 
eligible list. $ 

‘his absolutely excludes the possibility of any political discrim- 
ination. The civil-service rules of this country, so far as they 
apply to the service, sufficiently guard admissions to the service 
against the influence of politics. But after they get into the 
service, it is true that the merit system ceases to have the same 
effectiveness, because not applicable, or at least not enforced, as 
I think it oughtto be. And if any member of the committee has 
an amendment to offer to make it apply more effectually to em- 
2 after they have been admitted into the service, i think I 
shall support such an amendment. Of course the rulés adopted 
andet the executive order recently promulgated do this to some 
extent. 

There is also a mode of shifting employees in the service so as to 
reduce and promote which operates very unjustly when used to 
favor one party at the expense of another. It is claimed, with 
what truth I do not know, that this abuse has been carried on to 
a vicious extent in this administration. There is à vice also in 
the present classification of employees that ought to be‘corrected. 
Any one who visits the departments can seé a nuntber of clerks 
sitting side by side, all doing the same kind of work while their 
salaries may vary several hundred dollars. This inequality ought 
not to be tolerated“ ; — 

But there has always been a practical difficulty after employees 
are admitted. What is the best mode of regulating theif discipline 
with a view to securing the least of the worst and the most of the 
best results is not by any means free from difficulty. _ 

Mr. LACEY. ill my friend yield right there? Ido not want 
to interrupt; but I want to ask for information. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I know; everyone is asking for information; 
but I have no time. - i 

Mr. LACEY. The gentleman has made a misstatement. I do 
not think he desires to do so. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I oy Ages a few minutes. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Mr. Chairman—— £ 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Brosivs] has refused over and over again to yield. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I do not want to interrupt, but I want to 
make a request. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Brostvs] is entitled to the floor. = 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I want to uest that the time of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brosrus] be extended until 
he concludes his remarks, because he is chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Reform in the Civil Service, and we want to ask him 
questions. X y 

Mr. CANNON. I hope the time will not be extended beyond 4 
o'clock. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, no. . 

The CHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent is asked that the time 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brosivus] be extended 
indefinitely. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. , 

Mr. LACEY. Will the gentleman nog Sor for a question? 

Mr. BROSIUS. With the test satisfaction. 

Mr. LACEY. I understand the gentleman to say that there is 
no possibility by which politics can enter into the selection of 
employees in the civil service. Now, is it not true that the eligi- 
ble list has to be drawn from—three persons in number—and that 
the political character of these men is very easily ascertained? 
And does it not often tappen that the party in power selects, and 

merally selects, a man who is of the same politics from the eligi- 

le list? That is one point I want to ask you about; and also to 
ask you if there is any remedy for it. - 

Mr. BROSIUS. My friend is entitled to the benefit of that 
statement. It is true, just as he has said, that when a vacancy is 
announced in any Department the Civil Service Commission cer- 
tify three persons from the head of the list. It had not occurred 
to me that the discretion that the appointing officer has in select- 
ing one of those three involved a political discrimination that 
was worth mentioning. Now,I concede there is a possibility of 
there being among the three persons at least one of each political 
party, and if the appointing officer chooses to find out and select 
the one of his own party he has the power to do it. His discre- 
tion goes to that length. 

The danger, however, which the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
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Lacey] apprehends is more apparent than real, for in practice, as 
he can see by looking at the number of certifications and the 
number appointed in a large number of cases two are chosen from 
the three certified, which is permissible where there are two 
vacancies. I am assured by the Civil Service Commissioners that 
little attention is given by appointing officers to the politics of 
eligibles certified for appointment. 

. LACEY. Mr. Chairman, what I wish to ask my friend is 
this: As chairman of that committee, whether he had any method 
by which that could be prevented. As a matter of fact, I under- 
stand that under the party in power, whether it be Democratic or 
Republican, as the case may be, there is no difficulty in having 
persons of its political faith appointed; and, after all, politics are 
not taken out of the civil service. Is there any remedy? 

Mr. HENDERSON, Better not change it for the next four 
years. au pur] : 
Mr. BROSIUS. It is not possible for us to devise a civil-service 
system free from fault. We have not arrived at perfection. 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


eld? 
oaks: BROSIUS. Oh, yes; I yield toeverybody. Iam here for 


e day. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. In the official document to 
which I referred it is shown that there were 1,638 appointments in 
the Interior and Treasury Departments. Does the gentleman know, 
or rather believe, that even 38 of these 1,638 were Republicans? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I do not know; and I will give a handsome 
reward to any man who will put me on a plan by which I can 
ascertain the ratio of the two parties in the executive civil service 
of this country. 

Mr. HENDERSON. It fluctuates. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I have been unable to find out, and I have inter- 
rogated those who I thought ought to know; but I can get no infor- 
mation about it. And I believe that one-half of thestatements made 
upon that subject are as vague, as uncertain, and unreliable as the 
information we get from Cuba. We know nothing about it. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
a question at that point? 

r. BROSIUS. With great pleasure. Iam here for the day. 

Mr. CANNON. I want to say, as a preface to the question, I 
do not think we are going to repeal the civil-service law; but I 
think there is perhaps a real evil presented by the amendment 

roposed to be offered by tbe gentleman from New Hampshire 
Liat I want to call my friend’s attention to, namely, that when 
the present Administration came in—and I have no doubt it was 
80 under the former Administration—a large number of employees 
a3 heads of divisions that were not in the civil service were dropped, 
mustered out of the service, and their places filled purely from a 
poaa standpoint, and in some instances, I will not sayin all, b; 

competent people, by competent people in some instances, 
will not say in ow, then, there came in an order covering 
that class of . by the civil service. As I understand, the 
gentleman from New Hampshire claims that as to such appoint- 
ments poopie who were in the civil service who are competent 
should be eligible to reappointment. 2 N 

Mr. BROSIUS. I get the gentleman’s point without further 
elaboration. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, what I want to understand is whether 
the gentleman would favor a continuance of the spoils system so 
far as its preservation there is concerned, or whether he is in 
harmony with some arrangement like unto that which is offered 
by the gentleman from New Hampshire? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Iam not willing, speaking personally, to pre- 
serve any portion of the spoils system for any purpose whatever, 
for I regard it as intrinsically bad, as iniquitous, as absolutely 
below the degree of tolerance; and I would not preserve it, so far 
as I am concerned, in any pare of the civil service of this country 
when a better system could be applied. 

I do not see how any man can be of a different opinion after 
Bae pi ee object lesson in this House yesterday, which will 
be read, I have no doubt, with regret if not humiliation by many 
pood people of this country. Two legislative days were consumed 

y a controversy whether the 8 or the Montagues should 
enjoy the patronage of the new Library, that great institution, 
with that great erection, which is not surpassed if equaled as a 
combination of architecture and art in any other country. Do 

you not know what the discriminating people of this country will 

say when they read those Seat They will say. A plague 
on both your houses. ose places shall not be the prey of 
politics, but shall be filled by a mode of selection which recognizes 
merit and qualification alone as the paramount test of fitness.” 

But the difficulty to which my friend refers is one which is not 
easily overcome, unless we establish a tribunal of ap from the 
decisions and the decrees of the chiefs to appoint and remove. It 
has always been a difficulty. I was about to refer to that a mo- 


ment ago in relation to the Mao pina of the civil service after the 
employees are admitted through civil-service rules. When Mr. 
Harrison came in, in 1889, it became a question of how promotions 
and reductions and removals were to take place. The Civil Sery- 
ice Commission, desirous to make the civil service as effective as 
pa: had a conference with the President upon that subject, I 

ve been advised. It wasthe opinion of President Harrison that 
the question of promotions, reductions, and removals ought to be 
left to be treated by the Departments themselves. President Har- 
rison thought that an efficiency record” was a suitable and proper 
means of ascertaining who should be promoted, reduced, or re- 
moved. Further, as you will remember, Mr. Harrison’s Adminis- 
tration established what they called an efficiency record,” for the 
government of the employees in these ts. How well it 
worked men may differ in opinion, but it was practiced through- 
out that Administration. ter that Administration was suc- 
ceeded by the present one 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Right there, before the gentleman goes from 
this branch of the subject, will he yield to a question? 

Mr. BROSIUS. With great satisfaction. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Concerning the administration of the civil 
service by President Harrison’s Administration, is it nota fact 
that immediately upon his assuming the duties of the office, or 
very soon thereafter, he suspended the rule or order which had 
been made by President Cleveland placing the Railway Mail Sery- 
ice under the civil service, and turned out in less than a year of 
his Administration between 1,000 and 2,000 Democratic employees 
and put in his pa vinon employees? 

Mr. BROSIUS. It is perfectly true that President Harrison 
ay pes the operation of an order that had been 1 
by his predecessor, and he did it to the great good of the service, 
as was afterwards fully and most convincingly demonstrated. 
That order, it will be remembered, was e at the close of 
Cleveland's Administration, but its initial operation was projected 
into President Harrison’s term, which was an unsuitable and 
unseemly thing. When Mr. Harrison came into office, he found 
the Railway Mail Service of this country in a state of chaos, and 
in order to have suitable service it was found necessary to sus- 
pend the order that had been promulgated by his predecessor and 
to reinstate efficient men who had been turned out, and give the 
Civil Service Commission time to make adequate preparation for 
the examinations to meet the requirements of the service. I have 
been advised that the order of suspension was issued on the repre- 
sentation of the only Commissioner then in office that they could 
not have eligible lists prepared in time for the order to go into 
operation on the date named therein. 

But it is unfortunate for my friends on the other side to suggest 
a comparison between President Cleveland's first Administration 
and that of his successor in respect to removals from the Railway 
Mail Service. That there.may be no misapprehension as to the 
course of events in that Service from 1885 to 1889, I will give the 
figures from the Report of the Postmaster-General for 1889, as 
S$ llows: $ , 

ade in the Railway Mail ce durin 
Changes made tae eee: 25 ing the four years from March 5, 


pi —— 


8888 


o 2, 023 
Whole number on roll Mar. 5, 1885. 
Whole number on roll Mar. 5, 18899 
Average clerks on the roll for each year. 
Total changes made during the four years 


88888 


This table, in one respect at least, makes a phenomenal show- 
me It shows that the total changes made in Cleveland’s first 
Administration were exactly equal to the total number in the Serv- 
ice on March 5, 1885. 

Mr. McMILLIN. But does not the gentleman know that men 
were put in under the Harrison Administration who had not been 
connected with the service before, and who had never passed any 
civil-service examination? 

Mr.BROSIUS. There was no civil-service examination for that 
service at that time, and after the order of President Cleveland 
or suspended the employees were, of course, appointed in the 
old way. 

Mr. McMILLIN. And appoints from the Republican party, 
as the gentleman will candidly admit. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I am not able to say how many Republicans or 
how many Democrats were appointed. I only know that the effi- 
ciency of the Railway Mail Service, as indicated by the ratio of 
pieces handled to errors committed, showed very rapid improve- 
ment after President Harrison suspended that order. 
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Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. If the gentleman from Penn- 
lvania will permit me, I will say to the gentleman from Tennessee 
that of five men restored in my district three were Democrats, and 
they were restored upon my recommendation, and it was so all over 
the lait ried a 
Mr. MCMILLIN. It was not so all over the country. The gen- 
tleman is wholly in error about that. 
Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Perhaps it was not so in the 
same proportion. n 
Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, Í do not yield for a colloquy 
between members of the committee, because that would take not 
only all of this day, but to-morrow as well, when we shall not be 
here. (laughter.) 2 
Mr. HENDERSON. I will ask the 2 whether it is 
not true that the order that was suspended by President Harrison 
had been made just before Mr. Cleveland retired from office? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Immediately before his retirement. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I remember distinctly that the Harrison 
Administration looked up the record of the men that had been 
removed, grading them one,” two,“ and “ three,” and those as 

low as three were not eligible to reappointment, and were not 
reappointed even upon the recommendation of a member of Con- 
. I tried myself to get a man in and failed, but by virtue of 
President Harrison's s ion of that order, I did get in several 
old soldiers, splendid officers, faithful men. 

Mr, COX. o decided that question of efficiency? 

Mr. HENDERSON. The Department; on the record the men 
had made during their term of service. There never was a more 
righteous exercise of power than that which took place in pursu- 
ance of that sus ion, and there never was a more brutal abuse 
of power than there was in the removals of men who were faith- 
ful to the service and faithful to the country, even with their 


lives. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, I have observed on other occa- 
sions that the questions of my friend from Tennessee always sug- 
gest thought in others [laughter], and now, while I feel under 
obligation to answer any questions that may be addressed to me 
because I have had my time so liberally extended, I can not yield 
for colloquies or debates between members of the committee. 

ughter. 
ere ding of the improvement in the efficiency of the Rail- 
way Mail Service. At the time that order of Mr. Cleveland was 
issued the state of the service was portrayed by a ratio of about 
4,000 pieces of mail matter handled to 1 error committed in the 
handling. After the order had been suspended and the offices 
filled by more efficient men, the ratio began torise, until to-day, or 
at least within a month, there are, as I am informed, 10,000 pieces 
of matter handled to 1 error committed. Of course I speak in 
. round numbers, 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in reference to the amendment of my 
friend from New Hampshire [Mr. BAKER}, I want to say that, 
apart from any question of its merits, the amendment is obnoxious 
to a point of order which has been or will be made, and I want to 
point out briefly in what respect it is obnoxious to the point of 
order. I think it very unwise on an appropriation bill to alter or 
modify in any materialr ct our civil-service law. Thelawand 
the rnles promulgated under it provide, and have for many years 
provided, for a mode of reinstating persons who have been sep- 
arated from the service for any cause not involving their own 
fault or 35 7 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Is there not a time limit on 


that? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I was about to state that, but I can not state 
the whole law in one breath. It would have been stated before 
now if the gentleman had not interrupted. [Laughter.] The law 
and the rules, I say, provide how persons who have been separated 
from the service for any cause not involving their own fault or 
delinquency may be reinstated, but it wisely imposes a limit of 
time upon that reinstatement, namely, one year. That is, if a 

rson has become separated from the service, from no cause 
n his own fault or delinquency, he can be reinstated at 
any time within a year. That is a very wise provision, because 
without such a limit the law would enable the appointing power, 
if he chose, to reinstate a man in office for any length of time, long 
after he had ceased to possess the qualifications which in the first 
instance made him eligible to appointment. 

It is easily seen that to open that ‘‘spoils gate would lead to 
the overthrow to a large extent of the merit system and result in 
great detriment and injury to the public service. To guard 
against that evil. the limit was placed at one year, in analogy to 
the rule requiring an examination every year to keep up an appli- 
cant's eligibility. Now, the amendment of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire proposes to re that of the law by abolish- 
ing the limitation entirely, which would open the service to the 
reinstatement of anybody who had ever been in the service after 
any length of time. If a man had been dismissed ten pars kgo, 
ant is now ten years older and correspondingly less efficient, 
could still be reinstated by the appointing officer. 


Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman consent 
to an amendment which will make that limit five years instead of 
one? 

Mr. BROSIUS. No; I will not consent to any amendment that 
materially alters or modifies the civil-service law, because I think 
it is not a suitable thing to do upon an appropriation bill. When 
a change is made, if it is to be made, it ought to be done with 
deliberation and by a bill for that special object. But it is obnox- 
ious to a point of order not only in that respect, but it changes 
existing law in another respect. Under the present law no one 
can be reinstated at any time, except to a position requiring no 
higher qualification than the one from which he was separated. 
But that limitation is also repealed by this amendment, so that a 
man can not only be reinstated at any time without limit, but to 
any place without limit, And certainly members of this commit- 


“tee will see the utter impropriety of such an alteration of our civil- 


service law. It would emasculate the law; it would destroy it to 
a great extent; practically it would not be worth a twopence after 
you opened the gates to such unlimited reinstatements. 

Mr. Chairman, the civil service of this country is full of diffi- 
culty. I was speaking a moment about the difficulties that 
President Harrison found in the administration of the service. 
For twenty years, or well-nigh that period, the offices were filled 
by one party, because the Republican party wasin the ascendency 
and controlled the patronage of the Government. Then there 
were not so many removals, because Republicans were not eager 
to dismiss some Republicans in order to appoint other Republicans. 

For example, for twenty years the chiefs of division were pro- 
moted from within and showed the normal operation of the serv- 
ice when unaffected by the vicious influence of politics. When 
the civil-servicelaw went intooperation the chiefs of division were 
put on an excepted list and remained there until the recent order 
was promulgated, and were to a great extent the footballs of 
party politics. I am told it takes four years for an averaye man 
to become a competent chief of division. They must learn from 
the bottom toward the top and can learn in no other way. While 
they were regarded as spoils, apprentices were kept in place. 
When Mr. Cleveland came into office the first time, in 1885, he 
found these places on an excepted list and treated as political 
appointments. He continued to treat them as such and turned 

e incumbents out and filled the places with Democrats to a 
Rear or less extent. In that Administration the Civil Service 

ommissioners tried to have the chiefs of division classified, as I 
believe they also did under the Harrison Administration, but 
their suggestion was not honored with Executive approval. 

After that was done—after these offices were all filled with Dem- 
ocrats—whether to the advantage or the detriment of the service 
the Lord only knows, e: ting as we may judge from the report 
of the chiefs and heads of Departments—after it was all done and 
after all the other places in the executive service were filled up 
with Democrats as far as they could be (and I condemn that as 
much as anyone), then the President of the United States promul- 
gated his new order extending the civil service to nearly every 
piace in the executive civil service of the United States. Now, 

owever he may have sinned in the early part of his Administra- 
tion, manifestly he saw his error; he repented and became con- 
eee and issued a thoroughgoing civil-service merit-system 
order. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Is it not rather the fact that 
the President, after he had secured all these offices, attempted by 
that order to keep them? 

Mr. 3 e samin what L said. 124 could only 
appoint them for the purpose of keeping them. I supposed even 
my friend from New Hampshire would know that he did not 
appoint them to dismiss them. 

r. BAKER of New Hampshi And for that reason he is not 
entitled to the usufruct of his own sin, 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, I always thought that what a man does 
in his unregenerate days ought not to be thrown up to him after 
he has repented and becomes sanctified and occupies a front pew 
in the church. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Even though he holds stolen 


property? 
r. BROSIUS. No, sir. That remark is intended for an illus- 
tration, but it is one that does not illustrate. 

Now I want to direct the attention of the committee to the state 
of the rules at this time in relation to the making of political 
discriminations in the service. And I think it is eminently right; 
it is sound through and through, and it does not detract from its 
soundness with me because it is promulgated by a Democratic 
President. The truth in the matter does not depend upon the - 
paren of the lips that declare it; not with me. Now I will read 

om Rule II, section 1: 


Any peoa in the executive civil service of the United States who shall 
willfully violate any of the provisions of the civil-service act or of these rules 
shall be diamissed m office. 

Now, one trouble I have found with the civil-service law hith- 
erto has been that there was no penalty attached to the violation 
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of the provisions of the law with respect to political discrim- | Mr. BROSIUS. Politics have filled them and politics should 


ination. But under this rule the man who offends is to be dis- 
missed from office. And it is only necessary to enforce the law to 
prevent such discriminations. 

The second section reads— 

No person in the executive civil service shall use his official anthority or 
official influence for the purpose of interfering with an election or control- 
ling the result thereof. 

A MEMBER. What rule is that? 

Mr. BROSIUS. The third section of rule 2. Now mark the 
language of the third section: 

No person in the executive civil service shall dismiss or cause to be dis- 
missed or make any attempt to procure the dismissal of, or in any manner 
change the official rank or compensation of any other person therein 
of his political or religious opinions or affiliations. 

Mr. Chairman, that came from a Democratic Executive; but 
in my judgment it is 24-karat fine, and I would write it in letters 
of gold over the archway to the entrance of every Department of 
the Government. If that section were faithfully carried out, we 
would have an executive civil service as near ection as we can 
hope to arrive at. It would come up even to the exacting require- 
ments of my friend from the old Granite Sta e, Mr. BAKER. 

Mr. AND N. I wish to ask the gent e nan whether that 
rule has been carried out by the present istration? 

Mr. BROSIUS. My friend asks whether that rule has been car- 
ried out by the present Administration. It has not. The rule 
did not exist until the promulgation of the order of May 6, 1896. 
To what extent it has been observed since that I am unable to say. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman allow me 
a question? 

r. BROSIUS. With pleasure. 

Mr. BAKER of New ire. When has there been any 
“spoils system” within the last ten years, excepting —— 

Mr. BROSIUS. Why, sir, a man who has n a member of 
this House for all these years and has had as much to say about 
the civil service of the country as my distinguished friend from 


New Ham 
of New Hampshire. 


Mr. B 
direct answer? 

Mr. BROSIUS. For him to ask me whether there has been a 
time within ten years when the civil service of the United States 
has not been under the merit system! Why, bless his innocent 
soul, we started under the act of 1883 with only 14.500 in the classi- 
fied service out of a total of 131,000 employees in the entire civil 
service. Then there were successive extensions until the be- 
ginning of this year, when the number in the classified service 
reached 55,736. Then the recent order of extension added to that 
number 27,563, still leaving 91,297 employees untouched by the 
competitive system. 

Mr. B of New Hampshire. Does not the gentleman know 
that of these dismissals a very large number were under the civil- 
service rales and had been ever since 1883? 

Mr. BROSIUS. If my friend from New Hampshire believes 
that statement, it is because he has said it so often that he has 
begun to consider it as true. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Because it is true. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
allow me a moment? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. As I understand the gentleman, he claims 
that up to within six months past removals have been made for 
political causes and appointments have been made for the same 
reason, and that now these appointments are covered by the civil- 
service rules. That is true, is it not? z 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, not just as you have stated it, because 
the gentleman makes no discrimination between the classified and 
the unclassified service. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. But if there was any evil growing out of 
it, the civil-service rules and their operation, to that extent, the 
gentleman will admit, would protect them? 

Mr. BROSIUS. The civil-service law and rules protect, to a 
great extent, those who are within its provisions, and none others, 

Mr. NORTHWAY. If the gentleman will allow me, let me 
complete my statement. 

I am told—I have no knowledge of the fact myself, beyond the 
information that has been conveyed to me—that our pension 
examining boards throughout the country are under the civil- 
service rules. 

Mr. HILL. They will be after the 10th of January. 

Mr. NORTHWAY (continuing). Or rather, that they will be, 
as the gentleman says, after the 10th of January. Now,so far as 
I know, these appointments, up to the present time, have been 
filled by Democrats. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 

Mr. NORTHWAY,. And your civil-service rules will protect 
them in the enjoyment of their offices forever. Politics fills them, 
and politics will protect them. 


Will the gentleman give a 


vacate them. Is that the point? ; 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I would not have, for the examination of 
our soldiers, these men all of one political party. It does not seem 
reasonable or just, 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, if I were a czar, if I had the 
paner to regulate the civil service of the United States, I think 

could be a enough—I say I think I could, I do not 
know that I could be, because I am a thoroughgoing Republican, 
and do not know just how far I would yield to the solicitation of 
politics—but if I had the control of it I think I could formulate 
nonpartisan rules that would cover the point to which the gentle- 
man has referred. But as I have not control, I think I can say now 
from the standpoint of patriotic independence that I would extend 
the civil-service rules of the country to cover every employee of 
the service of the Government of the United States, and make 
merit and efficiency the peramount test for appointment and pro- 
motion; and I would doit when the parties were evenly divided in 
the service of the country as nearly as is practicable. And if the 
President of the United States hed look to it to have the offices 
fairly divided in the places covered by his order before issui 
it there could have been, and would have been, no 8 
made about it. But Republicans very naturally flinch when they 
see the places filled with adherents of the present Administra- 
tion and of its political ideas, and find these places now covered 
and protected by the ægis of an Executive order promulgated in 
the last year of the Administration. I am not surprised that the 
Republicans squeal. I feel like squealing myself, and I would if 
there was any remedy for it without turning our backs upon our 
own ee eh . 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire (interrupting). What is the 
“merit system?” 

Mr. BROSIUS. What is the merit system?” The merit 
system is one that recognizes personal worth, intelligence, quali- 
fication, and fitness as the paramount condition of eligibility for 
the public service. 

r. WALKER of Massachusetts. And the only proper test. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I agree absolutely with the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Then the gentleman is correct on that branch 
of the subject. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. But as the civil-service 
examinations are now conducted, is eligibility any proof of merit? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I entirely disagree with the 
gentleman there. : 

Mr. BROSIUS. When you disagree, it shows that you are 
wrong. Whenyouagreeitprovesthatyouareright. [Laughter.] 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. ill the gentleman allow me 
a question? 

r. BROSIUS. Certainly. 
. McCREARY of Kentucky. The gentleman is chairman 
ofthe Civil Service Committee, 1 believe? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Iam that unfortunate individual. [Laughter.] 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Iwould like to ask the gentle- 
man this question: After an order has been issued by the President 
embracing within the service rules certain classes of emplo: s 
has the successor of that President power, by order, to 8 the 
operation of that rule? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, my friend from Kentucky is very astute; 
but I think I am a little too astute to fall intoa trap that he would 
set for me like that. My friend will excuse me if I say that the 
irrelevancy of the inquiry is so obvious that it does not require an 
answer. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I-hope my friend from Penn- 
Sylvania [Mr. Brostus] will not e eee the question. I 
have never had time to study the civil-service law closely, and 
I sup that he, as chairman of the committee, has studied it 
closely, and I am anxious to have information on this subject. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, I think that is quite likely. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Has the gentleman any opinion 
on that subject at all? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I know persons who are in urgent need of infor- 
mation on the subject of the civil service; but when a law officer of 
the Government is interrogated about the law in a certain case, 
he politely replies that he will cross that river when he gets to it, 
and I shall have to make that reply, because I do not care to go 
into that subject. I have no doubt Mr. McKinley will do what 
he thinks is right in the premises. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. The civil service has been con- 
8 within the last few months. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Obviously so. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Does the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Brostus] indorse the extension of it? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Is that the whole of the question? 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. That is the only question I 
propose to ask just now. 
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Mr. BROSIUS. I indorse the extension of the order, but I con- 
demn in unmeasured terms the wholesale removal of Republicans 
to make places for Democrats previous to issuing the order, if 
that was done to the extent believed by some; as for myself, I am 
not prepared to believe the President went as far in this direction 
as is currently reported. 

But if he did, time will cure the wrong and make things even. 
Under the merit system there is no danger that Republicans will 
not haye their share of the offices. ey have all to gain-and 
nothing to lose. An incident is told me by Major Harlow, one of 
the Civil Service Commissioners, of a Democratic collector in Ver- 
mont, which illustrates the practical working of competitive exam- 
inations in this respect. 

One day some of the party leaders came to the Vermont col- 
lector and complained: 7 

„See here, Mr. Smalley, you have not got any Democrats in 
your office. These fellows holding the Government positions are 
all Republicans.” 

Well, what do you suggest?” asked the collector. 

We've got a couple of good Democrats, and we want you to put 
out two Republicans and give them the places,” was the reply. 

„All right,” said Mr. Smalley; “Iam a little hampered, but I'll 
see roe can be done. Lou see this list of names?” 

“i es. ” 

Well, run over it and see if you can find the names of your 
two Democrats on it.” 0 

The politicians did as directed. One of them suddenly blurted 


ut: 
What is this darned thing, anyway, Mr. Smalley?” 
“That.” answered the collector, “ is the list of persons who have 
the civil-service examination. If any vacancies occur in 
my saber force, the law requires me to fill them from the names 
on that list.” 

“But these are all Republicans, Mr. Smalley; there is not a 
Democrat on the list.” ; 

“Iam afraid not,” said the collector regretfully. 

The trouble is, our Vermont Democrats don’t go to school, as 
they should, and until they do, there is no way of getting them 
Government positions.” 

Another illustrative incident is worth recording in this connec- 
tion. Major Harlow had an experience while postmaster at St. 
Louis which matches Mr. Smalley's story very well. Father 
Walsh, the shrewd rector of St. Bridget’s parish, made a study of 
the civil-service law, and one day came to the post- office and got 
acopy of the regulations governing examinations. The next time 
there was an examination at the post-office a group of bright 
young fellows from St. Bridget’s parish school put in an appear- 
ance as candidates. They had evidently been prepared with care. 
Some of them came out of the examination with the highest per- 
centages and were given positions. That thing continued,” said 
Major Harlow. Father Walsh’s young men would come out of 
the examinations at the top of the list, and under the law they 
would get the appointments as vacancies: occurred. One aot 
some of my A. P. A. friends came into the office and said: Loo 
here, Harlow, you are filling up the post-office with Catholics. 
Why don't you give Protestants a chance?’” 

ese incidents show that the competitive system possesses the 
merit enjoyed by a certain church, which, a wag suggested, he 
preferred to any other, because it had nothing to do with either 
politics or religion. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Is it not true that during Har- 
rison’s Administration there were a | Ree many changes made 
that resulted in placing more Republicans in office than Demo- 

7 


crats? "s 

Mr. BROSIUS. I presume likely. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Do you indorse that? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, that is past. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. There are about 76,000 officers 
of the United States who are not embraced in the civil service. 
Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brostus] desire that 
the civil service shall be extended so as to embrace them?. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, that is not before us, but I do not hesi- 
tate to answer my friend, Of course not. In the administration 
of the civil service of the country, as in the administration of all 
other practical affairs, we ought to try to be as practical as we 
can, to secure the highest degree of benefit and usefulness within 
the limit of what is practical and useful. Now, it is the wildest 
folly in the world to pursue a theory beyond that point. 

r. ANDERSON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
a question? : 
. BROSIUS. Wait till I get through with what I am say- 
ing: Therefore I would not, because obvious and practical 
culties that would be encountered, be in favor of covering the 
entire service with the merit system. I do not care to go into a 
discussion of what officers I would put into the classified service 
and what officers I would not. 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I did not ask that, 
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Mr. ANDERSON. Now will the gentleman yield fora question? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Is there anything in the merit system that 
prevents the head of a Department from 3 and finding out, 
when he has two men reported from the head of the eligible list 
which of those men is a Republican and which is a Democrat, and 
taking his choice in appointing or promoting him? 

Mr. BROSIUS. The only rule upon that subject is section 4 of 
Rule II, which says: 

4. No question in any examination or form of application shall be so 
framed as to elicit information concerning, nor shall any inquiry be made 
concerning, nor any other attempt be made to ascertain, the political or 
religious opinions or affiliations of any applicant, competitor, or eligible; 
and all disclosures thereof shall be discountenanced. And no discrimination 
shall be exercised, threatened, or promised seur or in favor of any appli- 

po 


çant, competitor, or eligible because of his ical or religious opinions or 
affiliations. 


And anyone violating that rule is liable to be dismissed from 


office. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Is not that done, as a matter of fact, in 
almost every case? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, perhaps so. I have no doubt it is done, 
Ihave no doubt that the best law that human wisdom ever devised 
is ey violated, and when I see some of the best Republic- 
ans I know on this floor advocating what I regard as a despicable 
ge of spoils I am not . that other men, who are not 
their equals in merit or in any other way, commit infractions of 
law. I have no doubt they do. i 

Mr. ANDERSON. Down here in the General Land Office there 
are Y a number of special agents whose duty it is to investi- 
gate land entries and other entries. Now, does the gentleman 
insist that this examination in arithmetic, algebra, and geometry— 
such an examination as is formulated in the Civil Service Com- 
mission—shows the competency of these men for that special 


service? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Now, I know my friend is intelligent, and that 
he will comprehend me when I say that when he mentions a detail 
in the administration of this office which may not be observed 
carefully or with the greatest fidelity, that that is not to be held 
an argument against the system. Ihave no doubt that in these 
examinations some persons are asked improper questions; but on 
the whole, and in the large aggregate, the questions that are pro- 
pounded in these examinations, so far as I know, are appropriate 
and suitable to the purpose of eliciting the information and knowl- 
8 will best pay the person for the office he is seeking, 

ere is no warrant for the complaint sometimes heard that the 
examinations are not of a character to test fitness for office; that 
they are scholastic, technical, bookish, and not practical. In con- 
versation with the Commissioners I have obtained informatio: 
which throws some light upon this subies : ‘ 

The Commission has given more than 250 different kinds of exam- 
inations, and is liable at any time to be called upon to prepare any of 
these examinations to meet the demands of the service. The exam- 
ining work of the Commission covers a wider range than the curri- 
culum of any educational institution in the country. In fact, in the 
pepesan of examination papers the Commission combines the 

unctions of the common school, high school, business college, and 
the university, as well as the technological institute. The exam- 
inations range from the simplest educational test for skilled labor- 
ers, messengers, and watchmen, to the highly technical tests for 
the Patent Office, the ent of Agriculture, the Geological 
Survey, Supervising Architect’s Office, etc. In the preparation of 
examinations the Commission carefully avoids the introduction 
of any tests which are not of value in bringing out the qualifica- 
tions of applicants for the positions which they seek. called 
“catch” questions are unknown in civil-service examinations. 
Only common-sense business questions are given to test the fitness 
of ace for the civil service. : 

ẹ regular clerk examination for Department service is con- 
fined to spelling, copying, letter writing, and arithmetic as far as 
percentage. It has been suggested to the Commission that other 
subjects ought to be introduced into this examination to test the 

meral intelligence of competitors, but the Commission does not 

lieve in testing applicants upon subjects which are not pertinent 
to the duties of the positions which they seek, and which are of 
no value in determining their relative fitness for the publicservice. 
For this reason it is the constant aim of the Commission to see 
that its examinations are in line with the requirements of the 
positions to be filled. In the examinations for minor positions, 
such as skilled laborers, printers’ assistants, messengers, etc., the 
educational tests are necessarily of the simplest character. As to 
the clerks and carriers at post-offices, they are examined in simple 
spelling, copying, letter writing and the fundamental rules of arith- 
metic. They arealso required to show some knowledgeof United 
States geography, especially in regard to the location of cities and 
States, and in addition they must show their ability to read ordi- 
sets addresses correctly, all of which tests are directly applicable 
to the duties of the service which they desire to enter. 
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Of the examinations for special and technical positions, the 
educational tests are more severe, owing to the character of the 


positions sought. If a draftsman or chemist is required, the com- 
petitors are examined in drafting or chemistry, or if the tions 
to be filled require a knowledge of other special or technical sub- 
jects, the competitors are examined upon those subjects. It will 
thus be seen that the examinations of the Commission vary with 
the requirements of the service, the simple examinations being 
piven ti those who seek positions where the duties require little 
educational qualification, and the more difficult examinations 
being given to those who seek positions requiring higher qualifi- 
cations. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Now, I ask you further if it would not be a 
fact that the Commissioner of the General Land Office could talk 
to these gentlemen in his office and in a few minutes find out 
their qualifications much better than through one of these exam- 
inations—I will not say one of these absurd examinations—one of 
these civil-service examinations? In other words, he knows the 
kind of work in which they are to be engaged 

Mr. BROSIUS. Why, how could a man take into his office all 
the people who have a right to compete for the honor of serving 
their country in her civil service and talk over their qualifications 
for office? And if he could, how would he escape the solicitations 
and importunities of members of Congress in the interest of their 
patriotic and self-sacrificing constituents? , 

Mr. ANDERSON. They were examined for that special service? 

Mr. BROSIUS. It does not make any difference. 

Mr. ANDERSON. A business man ought to have the right to 
select men to conduct the business of which he is the head. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Yes, sir; a private business man has that right; 
but this business is not done for you or any other business man; 
it is done for the people of the United States. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Precisely. 

Mr. BROSIUS. And the people have the right to have the best 
service they can get: and the way to get the best service is to open 
the gateway of the civil service of the 27 | to the personal 
worth, merit, and intelligence of the whole land. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Precisely. Thatis the point I wasmaking— 
that Eor gon get a better service by this mode of procedure. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly; manifestly so. . 

Mr. WILLIS. I would like to ask the gentleman a question if 
he will yield. 

Mr. BROSIUS. _ Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIS. I would like to ask the gentleman a question, 
because I will not probably have an opportunity to take part in 
this debate, and I want to vote intelligently. I would like to hear 
the gentleman upon a point that I do not know what to do with. 
The gentleman has stated here that thirty-three by the last report 
were below the line of efficiency. I believe that was about the 
time this merit system was thoroughly introduced. There were 
then,” he said, “ thirty-three below the standard of efficiency in 
the departmental service.” ‘That is, before that re was made, 
or about that time, the service was thoroughly filled under the 
spoils system, a great flood of appointments were made—poured 
in through the spoils funnel, so to speak—and after that occurred, 
this report goes on to say, there were only thirty-three persons in 
the departmental service below the line of efficiency. Does the 
gentleman believe that? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I must. It is not my purpose or my duty to 
impugn the sincerity, the candor, or the honesty of the chiefs of 
the bureaus and Departments, the men who made this report. I 
might not agree to their standard, but I would not like to express 
any doubt of the truthfulness of their reports. 

Mr. WILLIS. I would like to ask the gentleman whether he 
does not consider that as one of the few phenomena which have 
occurred in the present age that this occurred under this corrupt 

and iniquitous spoils system, and yet that it should happen that 
there were only thirty-three in the service below the line of effi- 
ciency? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, I once heard an Englishman say about 
an argument that it was pregnant with three assumptions and five 
fallacies; and I should say that this argument, if it is intended for 
such, is pregnant with one assumption at least, and I do not know 
how many fallacies. Now, the assumption is that these officers 
were in the classified service of the country. They were to some 
extent in the classified service, and toa great extent in the un- 
classified service. Now, I am not able to say how many of these 
delinquents were in the classified and how many were in the 
unclassified service, because the inquiries covered all the offices; 
and I have not been able to find out how many of these delin- 
quents were in the one service or the other. It is a matter of no 
earthly consequence, so far as I can understand the point of my 
friend’s inquiry. 

Mr. TRACEY. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 

Mr. TRACEY. I understand that when the head of a Depart- 


ment reports a vacancy and asks for three eligibles, that he may 
refuse to make a selection of either of the three and may deman: 
another three. Is that correct? 

Mr. BROSIUS. That is correct, 1 he finds a physical 
disability or some.insuperable difficulty in the individuals which 
renders them unsuitable for the service. In that case, he may 
return. the list, with his statement of the reasons for so doing, and 
if the reasons are approved by the Civil Service Commission they 
certify another list; otherwise not. 

Mr. TRACEY. May I ask one more question? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Why, with pleasure. 

Mr. TRACEY. Why is it esteemed to be necessary under the 
merit system to leave the head of a Department or the chief of a 
bureau the right to choose any of three men, instead of requiring 
him to take the highest on the list? - 

Mr. BROSIUS. Why is it necessary for you to have a littl 
piece of elastic in your s nders instead of having them wholly 
elastic? Itis perfectly obvious to everybody that a little flexibility 
in the practical operation of business affairs is useful. I can not 
tell why the law was so made, but I see no practical objection to 
that provision of it. 

Mr. TRACEY. Does it not lead to the very complaint you are 


making? 

Mr. BROSIUS. It does not, because in its average, in the total- 
ity of effect, that is so trifling as to be of noconsequence. It cuts 
no figure in the efficiency of the civil service of the country. 
That is all. If it did, I think it ought to be amended. 

Mr. TRACEY. Does it not cut a figure, however, in the 
make-up of the political character of the service? 

Mr. BROSIUS. I do not believe it can, because if you give it 
its utmost effect, if you include the very furthest limit of effect 
that can possibly result, it would be too insignificant to be con- 
sidered in regard to the predominance of one party or the other in 
the service. 

Gentlemen will understand that when a vacancy is made in the 
civil service—the classified portion of it—the officer knows that 
he can not select anyone to fill the place, but that the vacancy 
must be filled by a certification from theeligible list. He does not 
know whether a Republican or a Democrat is to be certified, and 
therefore his motive for creating the vacancy is utterly destroyed, 
and it is the history of the classified service that only about 2 per 
cent per annum of change is made in that part of the service 
which is filled through the competitive or merit system. Thecon- 
ditions of good administration require, according to the experience 
of those best informed, about 2 per cent, or a trifle more, of changes 
in a year. 

Mr. TRACEY. I do not want to be troublesome, but I do want 
to get some information, and I want to ask the gentleman another 
question. z ; 

Mr. BROSIUS. Ishall be happy if I can supply the gentleman 
with information. Let me say in this connection that the - 
ence of the past has shown that removals of those who entered the 
service through the competitive system are very little-more than 
2 per cent each year, as I have stated, while of those in the classi- 
fied service who entered under the old system something over 6 
per cent are removed; but of those in the unclassified service the 
removals have ran from 40 to 80 per cent each year. This is 
very persuasive evidence in favor of the merit system. 

But there is another development in the civil service which 
illustrates the vicious tendency of the spoils system. I am advised 
by those who have given careful attention to the subject that 
since 1883 there has been a progressive increase in the number of 
unclassified places in the civil service and a progressive decrease 
in the number of places filled by competitive examination. The 
president of the Civil Service Commission advises me that the 
classified clerical places in Washington within the same limits of 
service have decreased 3.9 per cent since 1883, effecting a saving 
of $228,200, while the unclassified places increased in number in 
the same period 37 per cent, involving an extra yearly expendi- 
ture of $2,971,875, and that if the patronage system ad remained 
unchecked and the positions which have been made competitive 
had increased in the same proportion it would require an extra 
yearly expenditure of $3,100,620 for salaries in Washington alone, 

This affords most convincing evidence of the economy of the 
competitive system, and I entertain no doubt that the merit sys- 
tem,” which the Civil Service Commission are honestly and indus- 
triously, within the limits of the appropriation allowed them, try- 
ing to make as effective as possible, is more than aying its way in 
money saved to the Government in the conduct of its civil service. 

One other matter I want to mention. A very erroneous idea 

revails in some quarters that the merit system contemplates a 

ife tenure in office. The only tenure known to the merit system 
is the “efficiency” tenure. The only life tenure ever known in 
our civil service was under the spoils system. where political in- 
fluence could keep a man in office long after he ceased to be effi- 
cient. From the standpoint of the merit system there is no reason 
for placing a man in office and for continuing him in office except 
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that he is efficient in the performance of his duties. This is the 
spirit of civil-service reform, and it would be given full effect in 
practice if reform methods prevailed within the service in the 
matter of promotions, EOU HOON, and dismissals, as they do in 
admissions to the seryice. Equally groundless is 'the complaint 
that under the operation of the merit system only young men and 

oung women fresh from school secure places, while practical 

ow. isignored. Perhaps no better illustration of the prac- 
tical working of the merit system in this respect can be afforded 
than a statement of the occupations of Toxo appointed to the 
classified departmental service from June 30, 1895. to June 30, 
1896. The records of the Commission show the occupations of 
207 appointees in the period named, as follows: 


Clerk naval vessel. 
Clerk and stenographer. 
Collectors > 
Gomposttors <5 -- <> p -2-27 
Compositorsand proof e 

Cotton buyer 


DN ed ed cd 2 


eles 


mographers. 
Stenographers and bookkee: 
tery te a r and clerk. ad 


* 
Ben 


Fb e 8 


7 spy a total of 207 appointments distributed amon, 
en in 59 occupations, ranging from butcher and 
to lawyer and editor. Nothing could make it clearer that eve: 
American citizen may compete for public place on terms of eq 
ity. no class having any advantage over another. 

Now, in conclusion, to show how thoroughly the country is in 
unity with reform in the civil service, and how the two great polit- 


ical parties have vied with each other in declarations of Teron: 
e merit system, I insert some utterances of distinguished 
5 and others, together with the planks in the lat- 


daa on this subject since 1872, and also the declarations of the 
ublican President-elect on the subject, that those who sporad- 
Pally assail the existing system by trying to strike out the neces- 
ek SE to carry it out may see how unequal they are to 
thet 


REPRESENTATIVE MEN ON CIVIL-SERVICE REFORM. 


The objection which is expressed in the cry of “life tenure” and “a privi- 
3233330200000 and familiar a of the 2 
tem to ignorance and prejudice. * * * Of all the 


of the 

American d e none is more am ly contemptible than the effort 

to show that a system which tends to prom: a dograding los of self-respect 
a cringing dependence upon reform is favor 1 


American Civil- 
the development of liberty under 
In some regards it [the re sr the e was orm 
because less obvious, more ins’ 
4 revolt of the moral —— metas 
are peA of a Union armies.— 


rous, 
the 


latin. 
Every man of sense knows that he can go to any of these Departments 
cut off one half of the clerical force, and eee havea a sufficient force to perform 
silt the — 5 8 do not samin — 


e greatest reform we could br Congres about would to theo Senators and 
Represe as e distribu’ aed ces. Repre- 
sentative John J. Kleiner, i 


ublic trusts, not private spoils.—Daniel Webster. 


e ve a mas ub] interest. except the preservation of their 
than Lo oon their t in all its 
United 

The oft- 


=f, 
e Court. 
penisa SE UE Tius wr ca 
business prin 


The very men who advocate the spoils system for public business 
eS en A TEN he proposed the saine syatem fr private 8 


ith tight of gos — the rule of a ron $4 ti. 
e of s 0 Spa on: ntation, and the 
oving from ndamental in a free 


mode of appointing to and rem 
government, ane and ought to be fixed the — An unforeseen mul- 
t 1 the executive scale, disturbing the 


lication of offices may add a 
equilibrium 5 the Coreen I therefore see with pleasure a 
the of the Constitu 


+ * * even by 
public servants to 
to their deserts and ‘a expect the h 
themselves for them.— of 
nvestigation, 1360. 


an amendment 
ladison. 


To encourage ind and foster merit by teachin, 

— forward to promotion according . So 
rizes in the service if the 

Bri ish Parliamentary Committee of of 


With such successes and such moral forces behind us we may indeed hope 
to see the day when Ro ee warfare will be contests of o n, free from 
the 8 ve interference of the plunder chase; when a 


ni 

change 8 75 the national 9 will no longer present the bar- 
barous the nost: of our own people 
kind; when our Presi- 


a abili ; when the offices, 
pa pad e fets dist buted by 
m spol again serve the true purpose 

for which they have been thus becoming once more an 2 
element of government for the ora and when our escaped from 
e shackles of bondage, no longer beset by © snares and pitfalls 
which have threatened to wreck gore Senge ages r self. nolonger 


h 
for Executive ees will be able and proud ta devo all their 
ès to the great ich ata time so full of difficult problems the 
mntry epus upon on —Carl Schurz. 
tment to office no longer depends on character, capability, 


or premimes or proven fitness; nor does the tenure depend upon fidelity and 
cal ty; but unhesitating service as a Ver r and perena — 
wW. a propis of — lr kind will be 3 an has become the — 
reliable — a success in public office.— 
mas 
It may well e boese besen, when all the Ser 
several N of in regen as being 
3 1 © those who are in contest, in w ey pro ess 
g 0 


— the spoils to have been the object of their efforts. Daniel 
e 


The continued operation of the law ee to our civil service has added 
the most convincing proofs of its usefulness. It is a fact worth 
of note that eve: ET io otas wha bana fuse ites OE his Anty to bee ə 
testifles to the value of this reform. Its stanchest friends are found among 
those who understand it . warmest su rs are those who are 
restrained and its requirements.—President Cleveland. 
The question er pena pot Sng reform is how by law you will take the aagi 
out of polities; ho how woren you will relieve the men who are chosen tothe 


duty of governin, 5 from the petty and 3 55 
nin ip zi 8 despise a man capable ip — 

all characters, my feelings despise a man ca eo in wer 
for a benefit or office. g Such characters Par inging to power a 


badly 
„ „Merit Aa ‘should lead to preferment.— 
opposed to removals to make places for our friends.— Abraham Lincol: 
to Congressman Stuart in 1840. g 
t class of officers which * * * friends 


There is another importan of 

reform have endeavored earnestly y to personae the Executive to include in 
the t heads of bureans, chief cler 

officers 4 E grade had ge 5 


classifi 
and heads of divisions. The 


their 
t that it is necessary to change such oft pers ta onder that 
tion „ tion of . 
mfession of the disastrous uences of a wholly 
service and its utter condemnation. It is the owledgment —— 
e conduct of the public business mires the removal of the best 
the service. For if it were true that such officers are 
offensive that they wantonly obstruct and em anew 
their tory removal would be an urgent public du 
for w. — they would be rowed ä bang da jz due to 
regard these offices, not as pu trus as party —— 
replace such officers by others appointed upon the same principle would pee 
secure ref: but it would be a gross able 8 because it would be the 
substitution zane set of offensive for another, and, therefore, the 
confirmation 3 ofa t abuse. If such officers. however, 
should understan t, whatever tion, 
their positions would be secure so | 
they would no! r obstruct and em 
pect or to 8 er. To do their dut 
would be their a’ If, in = sense 
. Seepa Jape ra iez 
— to turn Carta. party out of the — $ ao aL — 1 — A 


The. ceil service can never be placed on a satisfactory basis until it is 
regulated by law for the good of the service itself, for the protection of 
those who are intrusted h the appointing power against waste of time 
and obstruction to the publi by inordinate pressure for 
yon ngs ‘or protection of incumbents against intrigue and wrong.—Inaugu- 
ral address of resident Garfield. 

The influence of political domination in appointments to office is 

from the President himself to all possible means 
of 8 to the appointing power. It 3 1 very air we breathe 
—Senate Report No. 576 for gered cen sack 
The essential t is not © — heavers wae can scan Virgil cor- 
re properly qualified for heaving coal, are 
of politicians.—Geo William Curtis. 
“During Mr. eee Administration * * * a condition of things 75 
ch rivals the most corrupt era that = pas oe in the 8 
any — Hg Men were known to offer $5,000 for the influence which —.— 
secure an appointment to a „„ in the Revenue Service; thi 
$1,500 was the limit of the pay that could be honestly earned, and when th it 
was morally certain that the advent ofa new Administration would terminate 
the employment within a year. 


extend through many 5 pts’ the pu , Secre- 
tary of the Interior in 1869, in North yy are Review, 1871, pages 87 and 88. 


In 1825 it was held by Judge Barbour, in The Commonwealth 
vs. Callaghan (2 Va. Cas., 460), that two justices of the peace who 


1896. 
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were charged with the duty of electing certain officers acted 
corruptly and criminally because they exercised their power on 
grounds other than that of the“ merit and ifications of the 
officers.” No motive of personal gain was alleged. 


The beneficial influences of ‘the civil-service law in its practical workings 
been at the head of the ment both before 


mpariso 
and have no hesitation in ronouncing the present condition of affairs as pref- 
in all eae nder 8 a 


talities which are now 
used to secure selections for clerical places, the ment has some assur- 
ance of manly capacity and also moral worth, as the character of the candi- 


dates is — before examination. —William Windom, ex-Secretary of 


p pointed under this system are unquestionably more efficient, 
as a whole, than those selected under any system of pure patronage.—Benja- 
min F. Tracy, ex-Secretary of the 2 rien 2 

The Department of the Interior, with its 7,500 clerks, could not be run six 
months without the great body of the em on boing under the civil-sery- 
ice rules.—John W. Noble, ex-Seeretary o; B inter 

Another year’s experience has served only to 8 the conviction 
expressed in in my last annual 8 as to the excellent working of the civil- 
service law in the Post-Office Department, and my to see its operation 
extended to every branch of the Seer ae service to which such extension is 
practicable.— Wii 8. N. ex-Postmaster-General. 


The General Superintendent of the Railway Mail Service, in his 
report for 1894, states: 
The civil service laws and 3 Mail Service 


lish all the most t of this 
office the —.— . — could not have pases re he, ep — any other 

In referring to the great improvement in the Railway Mail 
Service since the classification of that service, ex-Postmaster- 


General Wilson S. Bissell said: 


This record is unprecedented in the history of the service and renders com- 
ment upon the effect of the civil-service law upon it unnecessary. 


Worthy ga _ to do the work of incompetent or official favor- 
ites. Those in th tal service were nearly pall active partisans and hench- 
z of a O Grose Dok politiciar cians and er ian A did not hesitate to neglect their duties to 

3 Mr. James (postmaster at New York 

ty) came f... rubbish, and demoraliza- 

Sa the office hardly conceivable. From 400 to 600 of eng oas leoted DS bags 
mail were found scattered or piled in various parts of the office.—. 


The inspectors when absent from duty were erally in elec- 
ö the naturalization of ers. * * Acus- 
-house tax was r y levied and paid in advance of elections, * * + 
and a iss to pay it was invariably followed by removal from office. 
pol 8 was uniformly exten to most violent 
al partisans, * eny there were evidences of delin- 
K not o not of ‘downright corrup tion, which have seldi if ever, occurred 
-on the the face of the earth.—Rı of Congressional 

aay armee on the ENSO ork Custom-House in the Jackson Administration. 


Itis sometimes urged 


fesis little resp: bit 7. their acts. It often ha 
0 or their 
repos! an neticient man lest he may 
whose iono secured the a grag’ of that man. 
on the other hand, does not fee: responsi for ie a itments, 
for he is not nominally nor ssc ye 8 — FB In — owes cases it 
is not known on whose recommendatfon This are: 
tem “invades the independence of the Executive pete yor — him less 
sible for the character of his appointments. It = the efficiency o the 
sphere of duties and involving 
ee a Gri 88 aspirants | fi ‘James A. Garfield, Atlantic 
onthiy, 
Iwill N in ‘Gviderice that fhe heads of bureaus have protested against 
e that have been made in their bureaus, but they could not help 
They have protested against removals in their bureaus, and the remov- 
als have been made.—Senator Cockrell. 
Say entire os tion of the State from which the clerk came was called 
m to give him and to insist that the clerk should be retained in 
ce; andit has frequen med that F the 
executive officer the head of the retained 
in his place year after r who was entirely incompetent to discharge the 


duties of that office.—Senator Miller. 

The extravagance of the present system was well shown in the examina- 
tion of the Bureau of Engraving and Bor, bebo a committee of which Iwas 
chairman. Of a force of 958 persons, 539, amounting to 
$590,000, were found to be superfluous, and, were Alsek d. The committee 
report that for years the force in some branches had n twice and even 
three tim: as the work required. In one division a sort of platform 
had been b underneath the ir iron roof about 7 feet above the floor to 


tor by 6 from his proper Spe 
‘or 


tronage 


5 ‘responsible for the extravagance an — 5 had . — 


asylum. In consequence of this 
Printing Bureau was reduced trom 


000 to $200.00, and out of the first 
SERED SAVINGS Went DETE ere Ano Duna br Oss Bureau. 


ety facie as 
* 


thirty fiyo . wae ut on tho! 2 — 5 fund ” of the Treas- 


at the end of the fiscal up some mone: 
550 o Treasury. A if 


In one case 
urer's office for ei 
which was in oat of 

+ 


of ks. 
the chief of 


bureau or division who desires to secure the services of 
almost unable to do so. It may chance is a 
is competent; but if he is not as likely to secure the 
appointment. It is a common comp! rg og Bo of bureaus that they are 
unable, under the present system, to secure competent clerks. I know an 
instance where the head of a department tried for years without success to 
fill three or four pier fires e. 9 ith men of special qualifications. 

* + * * * 


y more clerks 
the Treas- 


ovals, resignations, 

— pz artot the the last six years. The entire force of the office is now 
i s removals was on account of a t reduction of 
eater part were wanton removals make . — for —— 

people. In 155 le year 146 8 were removed and 141 appointed. 

office was ke a * state of terror and anxiety, from which the 

public business suffered, to say nothing of the misery an: injustice inflicted 
on 


Syed of Edward O. Graves before a committee of Congress 


bat 234, 
force, but 


in 1 
As intimated in my last re hy god I have endeavored to improve the civil serv- 
ice within the departmental service b: 1 8 of promotions and the 
ization of salaries to labor performed plan went into operation July 
succeeded so neluded. 


1. 1881. It has that I have co ter consultation 


post- M 
the railway mail. it to t 
aminations. 5 of the classified 


0 es Departmen 
sonal solicitation of friends and not always by the merit of the applicant, so 
that not infrequently worry oer clerks who deserved promotion were passed 


over in order to favor rs less dese ir discovered 
that there was no recognition of merit and gave up the stru ‘or advance- 
ment. I felt certain ey there yas v one way to bring — the ‘positive 


pend solely upon themselves, and that at should have a fair ae 
Report of Postmaster-General Wanamaker, 1890: 


The wise forbearance that had been exercised by most of our former Pres- 
idents had left in the several subordinate stations a body of trained and 


ington — had an im e 
of the city, for men who fe AA 3 were secure places so ag — 


as they properly discharged ties to the Governmen: 3 afford to 
seek 5 homes for their Tames w where a salaries w re earned. 
All this was suddenly changed; ook of the 
claims of meritorious public ohne ig and w ag 


e empioymen of excuses 
to effect their removal from office on whic men, of whatever 
political connection, must now look back — regret * administration of the 
course alike unworthy of those who then assumed 
Government end ß of the country 
= * + 
The influence of this new s methai of administration on the material pros- 
5 of W. was the least of the evils that attended it, it. 
— 1 Procident ackson's 2 —— in it al train of 
c mischiefs, an ae any wise man will now question 
publio miscia, 27 Datel ‘ebster, by G. T. Curtis, Volume I, pages 347 


PLATFORM UTTERANCES ON THE SUBJECT OF OIVIL-SERVICE REFORM. 

The first platform declaration in favor of reform in the civil 
service is found in the platform adopted by the national Republi- 
pe convention held at P Philadelphia June 5, 1872, as follows: 


system of the civil service under which the subordinate of 
vernment are considered rewards for mere party zeal is fatally demor- 
2 and we therefore favor a reform of the system by et W shall 
fidelity the 


tronage and make honesty, 
essential VEAN rie tae for public positions, without practically en a life 
tenure of office. 

This was followed by the declaration of the Democratic party in 
its national convention held in Baltimore on July 9, 1872, as 
follows: 

The civil service of the Government has become a mere instrument of par- 
tisan and personal ambition and ob of selfish It is a scan- 

pag u free institutions ani — a ba en aati 
ous e perpe Repu vernmen: e a 
8288 reform of 1. civil service reat of the most pressing ties of 
e hour; that honesty, capacity, and yes constitute the only valid claim 


to public employment; that the offices of the Government cease to be a mat- 
favoritism and 


ter of arbi 1 77 es that public So 
a of honor. To this end it is imperatively required that no Presi- 
dent be a candidate for reelection. 


In the Republican platform 5 by the national Republican 
3 held at Cincinnati June 14, 1876, is the following 
ration: 


Under the Constitution the President = heads of 
make nominations for office; the Senate is to 


ould not dictate appointments to office. The in 
in 8 should have reference to the honesty, fidelity, and ——— 
e aj 


t 
of service 8 right of all — to 
— — iad se; faithful sine to the country. 
The national Democratic convention held at St. Louis June 
27, 1876, made the following tion: 


Helon is mee tn the civil ser vice. — te 
economical conduct of the Government business is se vag aad maier c if 
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service be subject to change at every election, be a prize fought for at the 


ballot box, be a brief reward of y instead of posts of honor assigned 
for proved competency, and held for fidelity in the public sopor that the 

ng of patronage should neither be a tax upon the time of all our pub- 
lic men nor the instrument of their ambition. 


The national Republican convention held at Chicago June 2, 
1880, made the following declaration: 


The Republican v. adhering to the 3 affirmed by its last na- 
tional convention of respect for the constitutional rules governing appoint- 
ments to office, adopts the declaration of President Hayes that the reform of 
the civil service should be thorough, radical, and complete. To this end it 
demands the cooperation of the legislative with the executive department 
of the Government, and that Congress shall so legislate that fitness, ascer- 
tained by proper practical tests, shall admit to the public service. 


The national Democratic convention of 1880, held at Cincin- 
nati June 22, declared as follows: 


We execrate the course of this Administration in making places in the civil 
service a reward for political crime, and demand a reform by statute which 
shall make it forever impossible for the defeated candidate to bribe his way 
to the seat of the usurper by billeting villains upon the people. 


The national Republican convention held at Chicago June 8, 
1884, made the following declaration: 


Reform of the civil service, auspiciously begun under Republican adminis- 
tration, should be completed b; further extension of the reform system 
already established by law to all the grades of the service to which it is appli- 
cable. The spirit and p of the reform should be observed in all execu- 
tive appointments, and all laws at variance with the objects of existing 
reform legislation should be repealed, to the end that the dangers to free 
institutions which lurk in the power of official patronage may be wisely and 
effectively avoided. 


The national Democratic convention held in Chicago July 8, 
1884, made the following declaration: 


We fayor honest civil-service reform and a compensation of all United States 
officers by fixed salaries. 


The national Republican convention held at Chicago June 21, 
1888, declared as follows: 

The reform of the civil service, — gong % begun under the Republican 
Administration, should be completed the further extension of the reform 
system already established by law to all the grades of the service to which it 
is applicable. The spirit and * of the reform should be observed in all 
executive appointments, and all laws at variance with the object of existing 
reform J tion should be repealed, to the end that the gers to free 
institutions which lurk in the power of official. patronage may be wisely and 
effectually avoided. 


The national Democratic convention held in St. Louis June 7, 
1888, made the following declaration: 

Honest reform in the civil service has been inaugurated and maintained by 
President Cleveland, and he has brought the public service to the highest 
standard of he naan not only by rule and precept, but py tha example of 
his own untiring and unselfish administration of public aff 

The national Republican convention held at Minneapolis June 
7, 1892, declared as follows: 


The national Democratic convention of 1892, held at Chicago 
June 21, made the following declaration: 
Public office is a public trust. We reaffirm the declaration of the Demo- 


cratic convention of 1876 for the reform of the civil service, and we call for 
the honest enforcement of all laws regulating the same. 


Republican platform as adopted on the 16th of June, 1896, reads: 


The civil-service law was placed on tho statute book by the Republican 

ty, which has always sustained it, and we renew our repeated declarations 

at it welt be thoroughly and honestly enforced and extended wherever 
practicable. 


Democratic platform of July 7, 1896, reads: 


We are op to life tenure in the public service except as provided in 
the Constitution. We favor oppona based on merit, fixed terms of 
office, and such an administration of the civil-service laws as will afford equal 
opportunities to all citizens of ascertained fitness, 


Mr. McKinley said in his letter of acceptance: 


The pledge of the Republican national convention that our civil-service laws 
shall be sustained and “thoroughly and . enforced and extended wher- 
ever practicable ™ is in keeping with the position of the party for ine past 
twenty-four years, and will aithfully observed. * * * The a — ican 

y will take no backward step upon the question. It will seek to prove, 

t never degrade, the public service. 

Upon another occasion the same distinguished standard bearer 
of the Republican party, who will huve control of the civil service 
of this country after the 4th of March next, declared that the civil- 
service law was a Republican measure. It was in this House in 
1890 that he made this declaration, when the annual attempt was 
made to cripple the civil service by cutting down the appropria- 
tion to carry it into effect: 

It is a Republican measure, and is in accord with the highest and best sen- 


ts of the country, and no party will have the courage to wipe it from 
the statute book or te emeud it, save in the direction of its improvement. 


The Republican party must take no s . The meri item is 
here and it is here to stay, and we may just as well understand accept 
it now and give our attention to correcting the a if any exist, and 


im; 
proving 


APPENDIX. 


A compilation of statistics prepared by Mr. Theodore L. De Land f. 
Civil Service Commission — —.— the Baya state “ot the eee 
unclassified parts of the executive civil service of the United States, so 
arran: 


THE GENERAL REPORT ON THE STATISTICS PERTAINING TO THE EXECUTIVE 
CIVIL-SERVICE CLASSIFICATION UNDER THE PRESIDENT'S ORDER OF MAY 
6 AND NOVEMBER 2, 1896. 


UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSTON, 
Washington, D. C.; November 13, 1896. 
The PRESIDENT CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sır: I have the honor to report tothe Civil Service Commission that Ihave 
completed the compilation ofthe statistics which show approximately an offi- 
cial statement of the number of civil officers of the United States confirmed 


by the Senate above classification, the number of classifi arsons by classi- 
fication, the number of excepted p! the number excluded from classifi- 
cation, the number of laborers or workmen below cation, and the 


number of tions not yet classified carried on the rolls of the È 
Mansion, tip renting De n xecutive 


nts, and the bureaus, offi and commis- 
sions of that service, helen cron msated by a fixed salary or otherwise 
inside or outside the District of Columbia, in most cases as the numbers an 
ro nt stood on the average for the last fiscal year, which ended June 30, 


The Treasury Department very courteously printed the blank devised at 
the Commission, on which the tables gubsnitted herewith were prepared, and 
furnished the supply used in the work. 
* * * * + * * 
It was not practicable to classify by compensation positions in the navy- 
gen and naval stations, so far as the „ to positions classified by 


e Na tment, under ee of that Department which were 
approved by Commission and by the President. = 
* * * — * $ + 
Sinee the tables were meira gti Sea proper ofticers they have in many 
—.— pa modified by them, and of necessity be modified more or less 
ereafter. 


Many offices and some Departments did not retain duplicates of their classi- 
fications. The opinion was general that the Commission might print the 
tables as an appendix to its annual report, and thus exhibit the general condi- 
5 ont the executive civil service at the period of the greatest extension of 

e rules. 


have been collated and compiled at a i pea e 
present condition arè inaccessible to 


THE CLASSIFIED SERVICE. 


Classified by compensation, the number of positions is as follows: 
Class A, any amount less than 70 2 222... 20,088 
Class B, to less than 8800 * 8,621 
Class C. to less than 5 1, 667 
Class D, $900 to less than $1,000... 10, 606 
Class E, $1,000 to less than $1,200. . 18,179 
Class 1, $1,200 to less than $1,400.. 6,771 
Class 2, $1,400 to less than $1,600 4.699 
Class 3, $1,600 to less than $1, 1,561 
Class 4, $1,800 to less than 1,570 
Class 5, $2,000 to less than 1,130 
Class 6, $2,500 or more 508 
Toral classified ay ee 7 
Examining surgeons for ons. r; 
Presiden offices not confirmed by Se 38 
Total for examinatioꝛmꝛ˖nm1mgnzdndzz 79, 501 
Classified, but excepted from examination: ; 
Private secretaries and confidential clerks........... > 10 


THE UNCLASSIFIED SERVICE. 
Excluded from classification under Rule III, section 8: 


Clause (a), See or under and perdatly: employed . 5,151 
cewa 90 5 Ay om ‘ 5 ——— 53 
use (c), emplo n foreign country 
Clause (d). . Aaval military, enlisted for term of 
2255 
8, 688 
Clerks in first-class ces (not free delivery)... 5 
lerks in second-class post-offices (not free delivery) 575 
third · class post-offices (not free delivery). 1,718 


Government printing service: 
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* ace et — A j: 2518 CLASSIFIABLE, BUT NOT CLASSIFIED, 
er. ourth-class . ces (not free delivery, „ The followin; itions in the executive civil service are classifiable, b 
Fourth-class postmasters.......-..........------------- 66, 725 not as yet 3 » bub 
nf ioina m 71,806 DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE. 
War Department. 
„ 1.810 

TTCVVVCVCVCVCCVTT M e g 1's Department at large: 

Total employment of labor under Navy regulations. —.— 1 

Total dealt with by United States Civil Service Commis- 9 5 15 1 

I. . e TDA 2 ee re ree at large: 

Total executive civil service -...............--..------------ 178, 716 Cranesman (will possibly be transferred to the classified list) 1 
Total dealt with by Commission.-.............-..-.-------------- 87, 406 Total War dert ? 79 
Total in classified service before the revision of the rules 55, 780 oe. = 

Total brought-under civil-service rules and regulations REN: i 

u under ice a tiary 3 

Laie revision of the rules May 6 and November 2, 81.670 CCC he GAS Wl oe ar rt x 1 
OA S E I A E , — 1 
Deputy warden 1 
Amount paid for compensation of persons in the executive civil Su tendent of industries 1 
service $99, 574, 767.28 Superintendent of transportation and farm 1 

Total Department of Justice.-..........-...-.---.-.---.----.------- 
oTe.—The question of transferring the above employees of the Fort 
89,173 1123 Paint to the classified list is under . ion by the 

4, = Attorney-General. ] 
108 i 8 Department of the Interior. 
logical Sur ve 
33530 ³ . —E—]Dq 3 4 
901 d service: 

7,905 Examiners of Chippewa Indian lands -=-= 82 

5'063 Oklahoma town-site See 6 

3! town-site trustee in Alaska.. 1 

Juneau town-site trustee in Alaska 1 

Paes commissioner, Des Moines River land grant. 1 

Cc of abandoned military reservations (no pa; 24 

Cus on a ee et ey ES aa 1 
General appraiser of abandoned military reservations 1 a 

epartme = Fuſtors to Go t Hospital for the Insan 9 

vernmen: or the . 

Total d ntal servico. — ka Government Directors for the Union Pacific Railroad 5 
Paid for compensation S 848, 768, 617.04 — eaS l 
Post-oflids service: = Total Department of the Interiorꝛ- — 85 

Low by compensation... %,7 P Library of Congress. 
Excluded from classification... .... . r dc sno STANTE OA a 1 
Presidential, confirmed by Senate 2 3,635 | Assistant Hbrarians 80 
8 or orrien below classification 485 Gerke 8 
anager apt the NDA hice” We ARR Ree 66, 725 Total Library. Of OG ee. 39 
Clerks in— 8 — 

Firs Recapitulation, departmental service. 

War Department 79 
88 of Justice 5 
5 of the 8 8 
Library of Congress. . 39 
208 
66, 725 


Classified 
Presidenti 
Laborers or workmen below classification.. 
Total Government printing service 
Paid for compensation 


Custom-house service: 
Classified by compensation 4, 


— GION oa. ——— AE 


97 
464 
Excepted 81 
Excluded from classification. .-...... 67 
Presidential, confirmed b: 215 
Laborers or workmen below classification.. 213 
Miscellaneous, not yet classified 63 
Total custom-house service 

Paid for compensation 

Internal-revenue service: 

Classified by compensation 


ed 
Excluded from classification.. 
Caer rene Dy PEA ina ee. OA ES 


, . E E 
Recapitulation by branches for whole service. 


Branch of service. Aggre- 


178,716 


[NorE.—An excepted place is a classified place.] 


| 


Total post-office services e- — — 71,535 
Custom-house service. ETX 
Ports with less than five employees— J 
State of Maine: 
Belfast B, 
1 
1 
8 
r e er A 8 
State of Massachusetts: 
. . ͤ E ENS 3 
Fall River 3 
Marblehead 2 
Newb rt.. 1 
Plymou tl 1 
Springfl eld 1 
Total for Massachusetts. 1¹ 
State of Rhode Island: Newpo: ee 8 
State of Connecticut: Stoninet 8 1 
State of New Jersey: Great 1 
State of Penns: 2 C 2 
State of Mary 
ASTOR ˙ ——. —— — „ 1 
% P—P—TT—T—TTPTPTVTPTVTVT—T————T—＋—V—V—V—V——————— 1 
TOCA IGP e a N a T 2 
State of Virginia: 7 
Alexandria AS 1 
Che 2 
Ta; 1 


ar > 


Ot 


Ports with Jae tnan ae employees—Continued. 
orth Garotina:” 


State of N 

Heonturt ers AE SANEERATAAN OS Aa Soeer SSNSD 1 
17770000 ˙ͤ » A soansense=nass enegssansces 1 
Total for North Caron 44„̃%e.. 2 
State of South Carolina: Georgetown 1 
Sips of ind ger ak taj Sa 
Port of St. ZE 8 n 1 
Rotel tov GOONS A e conned nepoee padued 2 

State of Florida: 
ee r Y NE A A 2j 
Bt CCC z 3 
hne x z 8 
State of Lonisiana: Brashear -... 8 2 
State of e e Nashville a 1 
State of Ohio: Col 8 8 = 2 
State of Indiana: Evans ai S3 1 
State of Missouri: 85.90 Joseph — 7 2 
State of Michigan: Gran Re Oo apt Nem enon a ten see 1 


— 


y 
E 
— 
S 
2 
2 
Si 
i 
: 
: 
i 
: 
i 
: 
i 
i 
R 
i 
i 
: 
o 


——— 


— 


e pd ECB Het DO Mei DO CO DSH LOU DO DO H Mi OS pet QO 


Total not yet classified --....... 60 
Add Denver, Metec ein since 88 30. 3 3 
URE TIF E e EA R BE E EA a OEA 63 
General recapitulation not yet classified. ETES 
tal service 208 
Sor vice 
One, WACO 35 TE ana E EE E E E A 
Total not A A I T E E S AE „ 71, 803. 
Add Denver custom house > 3 
Gant —2: 22 71, 806. 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS NOT CONFIRMED BY SENATE. 
reeves Civil Service Commission 1 
serior Department: ; 
Land service: 
Mineral-land commissioners in Montana and Idaho B 
% ͤ—A—A— — ewan sass 2 A 
Indian commissioners: 
Members of o 9 
Member who is secretary = 
Commissioner to negotiate — the . Indians Sh 
Commissioner to select and a rtain lands on the 
PUTAND mop web ns a Ry eae te of Washin, 1 
rectal ts to allot lands in severalty to 8 
c Ac 1 
Total Interior Department 35 
Total Presidential not confirmed by Senate and now in the 
%%% H ͤ—— EA E 36 


POSITIONS EXCEPTED FROM EXAMINATION. 
Excepted places are in the classified service, ] 
ai caring Seas. 

Office of the President of the United Sta 

The private secretary (but the außen clerk is not yet selected). 
State Department: 

The privatas secretary (but the confidential clerk is not yet selected) M 

partment 

Thep private secretary (but the confidential clerk is not yet selected) Š 
Department of Justice: 

ia private secretary (but the confidential clerk is not yet 

Attorneys and assistant attorneys an N 8 4 


— — 
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8 22, 


Post-Office Departmen’ 
n secretary (but the confidential clerk is not yet selected). 1 


— cleric tot to the Secretary (but the confidential clerk is not yet 


e men a eara panei hA ee 75 
e kre A E E A EEA E 6 


Total excepted in custom- houses 81 


Departmental, 
Post-office se 


Total specially eroepted .-necccacsancanesascecmsnsrnccke 


Total Indians now in the service normally excepted from examination. 
At the following Indian agencies: 


Cheyenne and Arapahoe. 
Cheyenne River. on 
Colorado River 


escalero 
Mission, "Tai River 
avalo 


SBE DOA CREREESRENECRS 
CETS TEN NEA KSS BS 


La 8 A — 
aks 1ta Agency cy day school 


Shean day schools -~ 

Wer e and Arap- 

ahoe Agency) 

Cheyenne . and Arap- 
Agency 


Navajo Agency 
ô Agency day school. 
Ba: Fo a 


ahoe 8 
e River Agency 


i 
J 
55 
E: 
Bi 
8 
Eee es ο - - -e 


Fort Berthold 
Fort Halt 8 
Fort Lapwai 
Fort Lewis 


Pine weder Ogaiaila day 


Ganas SONEA 8 
reen ency) --.. 
Stockbridge day school 


Haskell Institu 


wenccoosSeBoaStaiaailcecacereakar N aoSowk 


n 


2 
13 
9 
9 
4 
5 
5 
5 
7 
6 


12 


Aggregate of Indians employed in the Indian schools 


Aggregate of Indians employed in the Indian agencies 


Aggregate of Indians employed in the Indian ser vic 


The fact that Indians now 8 certain subordinate itions carries the 
e excepted list. If in future it should 


desired to fill any of those positions by whites, such 
Indians, that act would 


agencies and 
The rule allows positions 
be filled by In 
THE CLASSIFIED EXECUTIVE CIVIL SERVICE. 


The following is a general ee of 2 pean be 1 by com- 
tion in De ental service, 9 the President and 

not confirmed Senate, and the ditions inol ed arie the General 
now under the special 
ell Service O which reg ons are under the gen- 
rvice Commission, with the President's ap- 


Schedules A 2 6 Bin the . De ment at l 
regulations of the Navy 

eral 1 of the 01 
proval, dated November 2, 1896 


re ig ce— 
6 m 138 
5 x 
eep warrants. 
pt Gente e 5 18 
on of public moneys. ...---- 16 
on of and currency 


8 Barrios anon 22777... T A eee 
upervising Architect 
Comptroller of the Treasury -......-... 


Auditor for the be ‘De iment cos . 

Auditor for the State an and! other Depa 

Auditor for Oe Forcan 
m 


Lite Saving Servi 


Steam janes art 


Office) 
Bureau a 7 
u of 
Ann 
Total Treasur Department in Washington 
Outside Washin 20 8 ae 
Steam 151 
451 
270 
992 
isl 
Custodian and janitor Service- 70t 
orae tian CE DOCU PoS 15 
ction of public 
Immigration service 161 
Special Treasury 8 30 
1 inspectors of customs 56 
ese 8 . —— 30 
Immi; t inspectors ....- Sh i | 
commissioners... 5t 
te: 8 agents 20 
8 ry employees 33 
d force, Coast and ‘Geodetic Survey 40 


tions would by 
that act E into the competitive list; but 3 Whites and desired to 


th 
he service other than superin- 
tendents, eee teachers of industries, kindergartners, and physicians to 


Total 
Department of Justice: 
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-Ge 
Office of the Ju 8 
Office of the 8 
88 artermaster's Department a 
geese ck of the Commissary Gener 
ubsistence Department a 
oaeo of the . 
Medical Department at ree. = 
oaa of the Paymaster-General 


ment at large a AT 
Na the Chief of Engineers 


Office of the Cher of ar Gr Tran A 
e Re fce imer be the cited ist 
Coro of the Chief Signal Officer 
Service at — s 3 
War Records Offloe ..... -- 
Record and Pension Office. o 
United States Military Academy venenan nannnn 
3 and 5 National Military Park Com- 
Shiloh Battieficld Commission... 
Gettysh National Park Commissi 
Gris ee Headquarters of the Army and at 
employees at the rs e 
the several department headlonstiore ot 2 A 5 


War De 


Attorney Generals Office... ..- 22. 22 - nnn en nnen nnn ece areas ees 
Office of the Solicitor of the Treasw: 

United States penitent 
Clerks to United States attorneys... 
Office deputies and 3 assistants 
Indian depredation claims 


a 


Ofico of the p iste 
ftice of the nd Assistant Postmaster-General: 


Railway Ma N 


Office of the Third Assistant Post master-General: 
Office of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General 


Office of the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General: 
gece or the Fourth ype tes Postmaster-General 


Bureau of Nav 
Hydrographic 


E8 


SSN 


Suea 8 Supplies and Accounts. 
TE and Surgery 


| 


Navy-yard at— 
ortsmouth, N. H 


Mare Island, Gal 


Naval To; o Station, New: R. 1 
Naval War Colle port, 
Naval Home, P. 


Hee ee 


| 


1,622 


gee 


Department—Continued. 
a or 8 


Mare Island 
Naval station at Ne rt 
Naval Proving Groun at Indian Head. 


Total Bureau of Equipment 
Bureau of Yards and Docks: 


— Sound: xz 


z Total Bureau of Yards and Docks. 
Bureau of Construction and Repair: 
. -yard at 


E 


& Co.. 
Homestead Steel Works 


Total Bureau of Construction and Ropair.. 
* of seen ee 3 


4 
Bath Sy Bate Works. 
William Cramp & Sons 
John H. Dialogos & Sons. 
Newport News S. and D 
Union Iron Works 
Moran Bros. & Co 


— 
ELS 


Total Bureau of . — Engineering 
oe of Su pues and Accounts 


Nr Newbee 
‘aval station at Ne 
Naval Academy 


Total Bureau of Supplies and Accounts... 
pay pes 


Li eee pe 


Total Na offices 
‘aval Academ ab Bee 


Navy Department—Continu 
3 — Co 
an as 


istant qua ce 
Assistant j at Philadelphia 


To 
Office of the eens Attorney-General 
General Land O 


Total Pension Office 
Patent Office 


Miscellaneous 


vision 
cial Register for 1895.. 
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civil force—Continued. 
m—Continued. 


nec 


Total Voe States Marine Corps, 
civil fo 


RO ee == a DO 


| 


Total Branch Hydrographie Office- ney a 
Total Department at large 774 


Total Navy Departm classified tion.. 
chins Neve ö — — — led by gon sea A and and B. 


tal office Secretary of the Interior 202 


District land — . 


employees 8 — iW 
Temporary clerks in contest cases - 82 


8 clerks on mineral cases 
miscellan 


Temporary clerks on 


Total pension-agency service. 
Pension examining surgeons. 
Alaska school service 
Office Architect of the Capitol! 
8 Hospital for the Insane 


ospital 
Superinteasent of hospital at Hot Springs, Ark 


Total General Land Office.... 
Office of pation e 


8 claims ro! 
otments roll 


eous work. 10 


Total tment of the Interior 
Department of culture: 
Office of the retary of 
Division of Accounts and D 9 


Division of Forestry 
Division of Publications... 


Document and folding room 
8 of Gardens and Grounds... 


ce of tion investigation 
Division of logy 
Division of Agricultural Soils. 


Office of 5 — es hn pn top 
Office of Fiber Investigation 
Furniture, cases, and re 

Bureau of Animal Industry. 


Wall ——’—Kl—ñLl — 

Total De ment of Agriculture 1,681 
Depercisent Of DADO: vee clesk css chet saab acnceba hulnbawanepeeeadastnctedk 92 
Commission of Fish and Fisheries: 

Division of administration -2-000-----« 30 
Division of fish culture 106 
Division of 2 respecting food - fishes. 9 
Division of statistics and methods of the fi 14 

e e 10 

Total Commission of Fish and Fisheries 
Interstate Commerce Commission 


Office of the Superintendent of the State, War, and Navy Building. 
The Smithsonian tution: 
United States National Museum 
National Zoological Par > 
Bureau of American Ethnology-. 
Astrophysical Observatory 
Bureau of International Exchanges ----- 


Total Smithsonian Institution -- 


Total by compensation and navy-yard regulation 
Total Presidential not confirmed. aoe is 8 


Total for the departmental service — 8 48, 392 
POSITIONS EXCLUDED FROM CLASSIFICATION. 


The following tions are excluded from classification by the terms of 
Rule III, section §, clauses (a), (b), (e), and (d), which provide that the follow- 
ing-mentioned positions or employees shall not be subject to the provisions of 
the civil-service rules: 

“Clause (a). Any position filled by a person whose place of private business 
is conveniently located for his performance of the duties of said position, or 
any tion filled by a person remunerated in one sum both for servives ren- 
de therein and for necessary rent. fuel, and lights furnished for the per- 
formance of the duties thereof: Provided, That in either case the performance 
of the duties of said tion requires only a portion of the time and attention 
of the occupant, pa him a compensation not 5 tor his personal 

only, $300 per annum, and permitting of his pu g other regular 
business or occu; on.“ 

Under clause (a) the following positions were excluded: 


Departmental service. 


Total Marine-Hospital Service 61 
Light-House Service— 
Custodians of light-house propert; 14 
Laborers 
Post-light keepers. 


Total Light-House Service 
Disbursing agani , construction of public buildings 
[Norr.— e of these disbursing agents did receive 
over $300 per annum, but some of the buildi are com- 
pleted at this time and they will soon be out of office.] 
tion service at large— 
Internes 
Inspectoi 


Total immigration service 4 
Special inspector of customs 


War 
En 
r aap I LA RN A R, 
Collectors of statistics 2 


Total ee Department at large 


105 
Signal Service at 


Total War Department 
Department of Justice: 
Organist at penitentiary at Fort Leavenworth, Kans 
Clerks to United States attorney ss 
„r e eemeamen 


Total De 
Post-Office De 


A 8 5 
nt, railway postal clerks 22.205 20200 u 


XXIX—28 


Navy Department: 
. Hydrographic Office— 
M rs at 


Total Navy Department Sain omen — — 
Interior Department: ind 
Indian ci 


Total at Indian 
Government Hospital for 


a Seen — 
e Insane, chaplains 


Total Interior Department . 


Department of Agriculture: 
M Lossa cates ce ecsancususvetoce Eaa G 


Total Department of Agriculture 


Total departmental service 
Post-office service. 


Clerks in charge of substations in cities or towns having— 
First-class oflces ne . See pues 


Total post-office service 
Custom-house service. 


Deputy collector and inspector, u 
Deputy collector, Great Falls, Mont 
Inspec’ Sitka, Alaska 


Deputy surveyor, Port J efferson, F. V 
Deputy surveyor, Patchogue, N 
Deputy surveyor, Chattanooga, Tenn 


Total custom-house service, clause (a 


Internal-revenue service. 


Illinois, Eighth district, É — 15 —— 
In e 


uty collectors 
Indiana, Seventh district, epu ectors. ...- 


coll 
Third district, deputy collectorr ---.-- 


„at large, depu 
Kentucky, Second dis 
Kentu A 
Marylan 
Michigan, 


2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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—— —— — —ͤ— 


z at depu 
Oregon, mg do EE E diet deputy collector - 
8 le = jani 
mnsylvania, Twenty- 
a d district deputy collecto: 


o S cnet a 
district, . collector 


trict, depu p Apaan Š 


de do to ht pei pari þet pad 


83 cee service: 
Deputy collecto 
Janitorss 


Total 5 TTT anieer tice a 51 
Recapitulation for clause (a). 
COOTER) REE V c U—!— —— — 2,193 
fi rvice 


Custom-house service. 


la | 


| 


Total 8 under ee (a). 
Clause (b. or na val service of the United States 


who is detaia for 8 performa ormance duties.” 


Under clause (b) = . were excluded from classification: 


Koyo 3 
rá — detailed — the Army or Navy for duty 
e = aaa Servi 7 A 
de ed from’ Marine- ce 
Ae qaty with th the immigration service ai? 


der 8 
Army 3 detailed eae the President for duty as Indian 


Yosemite 
General Grant, Sequoia, and California parks. 


at national parks 
With Rock Gn Greek Park Commission. 


Interior ent 
State, War, and Navy building 


Total excluded under clause (b) 


“Clause (o). Any person employed in a f. . under the State 
faite ary bac or temporarily employed in a tial capacity in a foreign 


8 clause (o) the following positions were excluded from classification: 


State De ment t at London 1 
“The Smi Aeri payes tion foreign agents 2 
Total excluded under clause (2 

“Clause (d). An: tion whose duties are of aq —— 

1 and for the performance of whose du . 
Under e clause (d) the following. positions were emanate classification: 

Treasury De 

Revaine: tter — 

Crews of vessels on the Atlantic, Gulf, and ———— 
isil — officers 


— . — Treasury r in pte aot erin A 
"Glens to payı to paymasters at the following— 
ath. 


do de de de de de to 


Lal poh pad pad jad 


EEA TSI A $ 
MOT AAE E 5 A peep Ai e 5 


Total Navy Department 25 


Recapitulation for clause (d). 


Total excluded under clause (d) 


Recapitulation uded places. 
Total clause 3 8 — cos pA Soe 


Total positions excluded from classification 


The law and regulations of the Treasury 
men in the Revenue-Cutter Service on the A 
shall enlist for three years; the enlisted men on the Great Lakes only for 
Th end groom OE the N: bject to the 
ec pa: n the Navy are su 
2 000. 
were wo 
Eherefore notin the executive civil Ari vice. mae 
PRESIDENTIAL OFFICES, CONFIRMED. 


The officers of the executive civil service nominated by the wheat yet and 


— — .. 6,051 


with the 
avy, and 


confirmed by the Senate are distributed generally among the E: - 
tive Departments, the commissions, and offices as follows: 5 
The de; tal service. 
Civil Service Commission ..... T 4 
State Department 4 
W. N mont * 
‘ar Department 
Department of J hiiia 180 
Post-Office Department 5 
Navy De ent 2 
terior = — ES se 
Department of Labor 
i Fish and Fisheries i 
Interstate 5 
Total ntal service... 
Total ce service 
Total Government prin 
Total custom-house 
Total internal-revenue service 


Total Presidential offices confirmed by Senate . 4, 85 
UNCLASSIFIED LABORERS OR WORKMEN. 


employed as laborers or 9 in the executive 
several Execu- 


buted by numbers 


Office Su intendent State, War, and Navy build 
— vy ing 


age 


Total departmental service 
Total t-office service. 


TotalGovernment printing Service. 
Total eustom-house ser vic 218 
Total laborers and workmen below classiflcat ion 8,638 


THE TOTAL EXECUTIVE CIVIL SERVICE. 


The entire executive civil service of the United States, approximately cor- 
rect, with a few outlying tions, the duties of a number of which are not 


et accurately determined, but are under consideration by the Departmen 
05 be distributed generally as follows: by = 
CRO F OAM EN EE E U ̃ .. TAE AHE E 20,033 
Class B . 62¹ 
Glass D 10.800 
Class E 18.170 
Class 1. 6,771 
Class 2. 4,699 
Class i 1. 700 
Class 5: Sp ip TLEN E A ATE NSIS EE 1; 190 
Positions in navy-yards registered under navy regulations 5,063 
Pension SSO SS ea E 4,120 
Presidential officers mor confirmed by Senate, now classified. 36 
Indians employed at Indian „ ies and schools 2,061 
Private secretaries and confidential clerks 10 
Cashiers in_post-offices custom-houses 97 
Demty collectors of sy eae (excepted) -.-...-..-..-.-2..222.. 8 E. 

postmasters (excopted) 

A ys and assistant rp Fe 98 
Excluded ı under clause (a) of 5,151 
Excluded under clause (b) of Ralo III. —— 53 
Excluded under clause 8 of Rule 3 
Excluded under clause (d of Rule III. section 8H 
ential officers confirmed by Senate...... 4,815 
Laborers or workmen below 8, 638 
tions not yet classified... 5 71, 806 
Total in the executive civil ser vic 178, 710 


The officers of the different Departments, offices, and commissions 
5 5 ä ready to give 
‘ormation n 


erent branches to this = of the service a — sfolder nich will ch will jaiai general view of all the dif- 


THEODORE L. DE LAND, Examiner, 
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THE EXECUTIVE CIVIL SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES. : 
„ eee eee United States by the Senate above classification, the number of classified persons 


ae yt clas carried on, fhe ral of the 2 soit pid 3 ebe woreten below classification, and orn 
Classified servico. 
= Classified by compensation. 3 Excepted places. 
[ATG |e IIIA 32 27 REIR 
Bureau, office, or commission. z 5 — ga 3 8 $ 
4 5 . „ 
e afi % 
i AEEA Ele E % 


— — 1 1 1 2 5 1 
vil Service Commission 2 2 2 2 8 15 13 10 YB Ses 
Department 7 5 1 10 6 17 9 4 ll 21.1 
Treasury Department 4,087 2,507 20 936| 698| 836) 784) 407| 512| 877 151 
PES 2,320 (1,308 | -428 | 1,007 | 782| 907| 653| 221 | 359| 166 | 43 8,102 2} ff -in 
Department of Justice 42 84 1 38 42 69 49 2 31 23 |17 
Post-Office mt. 308373 90 | 1,554 | 4,404 11,065 | 182| 188| 84] 17 87 8.8722——%4— 2} 
Navy De ent 25 156| 30 100 239| 160| 117| 74| 43| 16| 8 
Interior — 1,950 | 736 161 756 685 1.000 643 278| 302| 201 78 
c TTT TTT 
t ot ture 877 264) 99 51 350 271 “4 * 
Department of Labor 2 4 1 3 11| 2 5 1 
Commission of Fish and Fishe: 41 227 8 82 16| 15 5 8 
Superintendent Stato War and Na bailing ijao) 24 i : 
ar, and Navy 
e Institution 100 23 2 25 10 


Hegistsred 3 er Navy Department regula- 


Total departmental ser vice 9,513 5,654 {1,048 | 4,566 | 7,842 4, 538 
GENERAL RECAPITULATION, UNITED STATES. 
Departmental service EET EIES „018 
Post-Office service . EES — 
Government printing service __. 37 
Mustom-honse service 578 
‘Internal-revenue service a 
Total civil service United States 621 {1,667 10. 1,561 l., 570 1,130 508 84,528 | 36 | 10 2,061 | 97 | 6 570 “98 | 2,842 
Unclassified service. Grand totals. 
Excluded from classifica- | 54 | gus 2 
tion under Rule III, sec- fsa 3 a g 3 R 
o 
Bureau, office, or commission, 4a rig — f š 5 P 
25 3% |£ * 8 
n — 8 kin] 
00 fen} (a) f Bg s i $ _& 
8 2 
EEE S38 j i E 
ana 3 E AER 


21 21| 835,200.00 

58 4 a 91,340.00 

79 9 88 126, 500. 00 

9 11.5 598 | 15,163 11.971. 27. 00 

— ee 8, 192 665 | 14,857 | 9,895,259. 62 

520 184 TOt | 1,844,909.00 

8,373 91 8,464 | 8,822, 458. 38 

1.164 3¹ 1,198 1.208. 50. 83 

8. 978 78T 9,715 | 8. G75. 607. 7 

4.120 4.120 638, 600. 00 

1,683 2,241] 1. 713. 505. 70 

92 35 127, 820,00 

3 169 183 180, 440. 00 

137 142 195,020.00 

12 21 126. 440. 00 

27 202 243,716.16 

—— 39 51. 20. 00 

5, 063 5,068 3.835. 754. 58 

Total departmental ser vice—— . 50, 581 62,668 | 48,768, 617.04 
GENERAL RECAPITULATION, UNITED STATES. 

— — TT RTE EEN RET S E SIP a OO Sa 50,561 | 12,107 | 62,668 | 48, 788. 617. 04 

-Office service 26,316 | 78,495 | 104,811 | 38,665, 025.10 

Government printing service_ 2,816 30 2,852 | 2,509, 830.97 

m-house service 4.55 558 5,103 | 6,333, 027.38 

revenue service. Sie 8,168 114 3,282 3, 208, 286. 81 

Total civil service United States — 5,151 =| 8| 844 | 6,051 4,815 | 8,038 71,800 87,406 | 91,310 peg 178,716 | 99,574, 767.28 


UNITED STATES CIVIL piga he — — 
ashing! . o vember 1896. 
Approximately correct: x > 
A THEODORE L. DE LAND, Examiner. 
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Here a message from the Senate was received, and the committee 
rose. The Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. HEPBURN, from 
the Committee of the Whole, reported that they had had under 
consideration the bill H. R. 9648, the legislative appropriation 
bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, before the House again goes into 
Committee of the Whole, there are a couple of Senate amendments 
tothe urgent deficiency bill which I should like to have concurred 
in at this time. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Itis understood that I shall have the floor when 
the committee resumes its session. 

Mr. CANNON. That is understood. 


URGENT DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House concur in 
the Senate amendments to the bill H. R. 9753, the urgent defi- 
ciency bill. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

Page 3, strike gut lines 12, 18. and 14 

Page 5. after line 2. insert: 

“Senate: For folding speeches and pamphlets, at a rate not exceeding 81 
per thousand, $5,523.07." 


Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Illinois whether any change has been made in the appro- 
priation for 55 at Leavenworth? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, no. 

The amendments of the Senate were concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. CANNON, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendments were concurred in was laid on the table. 


LEAVE TO PRINT. 


On motion of Mr. BINGHAM, by unanimous consent, leave was 
granted to members to print remarks in the Recorp in connection 
with the legislative appropriation bill, the privilege being limited 
to ten days. 

GEORGE JOHNSON. 


Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Speaker, I hold in my hand House bill 
No, 4281, in which two informal amendments have been made by 
the Senate. I move to concur in those amendments, 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

In line 8. after “Infantry,” insert “in lieu of that he is now receiving.” 


Amend the title so as to read: An act granting an increase of pension to 
George Johnson, of Lenox, Iowa.” 


The amendments were concurred in. 
LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I move that the vote be taken 
upon the legislative appropriation bill and all amendments thereto 
at 8 o'clock to-day, or earlier if debate shall sooner close. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I hardly think that motion 
is in order now. The Committee of the Whole have given the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brosius] unlimited time, and 
some of us on this side desire to submit a few remarks on the par- 

aph under consideration, and it was distinctly understood when 

e gentleman’s time was extended that we should have an oppor- 
sae to do so. General debate on the paragraph has not been 


cl 
* Mr. BINGHAM. How much time does the gentleman want? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The general debate has not been closed, 
and I insist that we on this side should have a few minutes’ time 
after the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brosius] has con- 
cluded. 
Mr. BINGHAM (to Mr. BROSIUS). 
my coll e desire to occupy? ra 3 
. BROSIUS. Ishould be very glad to limit myself if I knew 
to what extent I am to be interrupted by interrogations, but 
after having been so kindly indulged by the committee, I-do not 


How much more time does 


feel at liberty to decline such interruptions. 
Mr. BING Can not the gentleman reach some conclu- 
sion? 


Mr. BROSIUS. Iwill conclude at the earliest moment I can. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I trust the gentleman will name some defi- 
nite hour, so that the House can reach a conclusion. 

Mr. BROSIUS, As far as I am concerned, the vote can be taken 
at 3 o’clock; but I can not tell what other gentlemen may have to 
Bay about it. 

. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman will conclude at half 
past 2 o’clock, I am willing that the vote shall be taken at 3. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Can my colleague conclude at that time? 


Mr. BROSIUS. I can, if nobody takes up my time by interrup- 
tions, but gentlemen will see my difficulty in refusing to answer 
questions, after the kind indul, 
mittee with the distinct un 
questions. 


nce I have received from the com- 
rstanding that I would yield for 


Mr. BINGHAM. Then, Mr. er, I renew my motion. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. S er, I desire to know the exact terms of 
the 1 upon which the question is now submitted. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania moves that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the ole for further 
consideration of the 1 appropriation bill, and, pendin 
that, he moves that all debate on the pending bill be closed an 
the vote be taken at 3 o’clock. 

Mr. TERRY. Does the gentleman submit that proposition as 
a motion, or is unanimous consent asked? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not quite sure in what form the 
gentleman submits it. . 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks 
unanimous consent. 3 


Mr. TERRY. _I object. 


Mr. BINGHAM. en I make the motion. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Then a quoram will be required to carry 
it. We are not going to be cut off after the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania has occupied the whole time to-day and yesterday. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Would not the gentleman be satis- 
fied to vote at half 3? 

Mr. RICHARDSON.: I can not consent to that, if other gentle- 
men are to occupy all the time. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I hope the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr, 
RICHARDSON] will correct the statement he just made. 

Mr, RICHARDSON. What statement? 

Mr. BROSIUS. The gentleman certainly did not mean to say 
what he did. I understood him to complain that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania”—referring, as I understood, to myself—had 
occupied the whole of yesterday on this proposition. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Oh, no. I said the gentleman had the 
whole time yesterday on this proposition 

Mr. BROSIUS. Not at all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And, after farming out ten minutes to 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Evans}, he asked to have the 
5 of us cut off from debate. The gentleman remembers 


Mr. BROSIUS. As the gentleman knows, the committee rose, 
I had no control over that. Let us be just and fair. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 think we agree exactly as to the facts. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Would not the gentleman from 
Tennessee consent to have a vote taken at half past 3? - 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly, if the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will close his remarks at half past 2. 

Mr. TERRY. I think the time had better be left indefinite for 
the present. All the talk thus far, oy substantially all, has been 
on the other side. Now let us go into committee and see how much 
time members may desire to occupy in further discussion. The 
gentleman from Tennessee on my right [Mr. RICHARDSON] is the 
only gentleman on our side who seems to manifest any desire to 

But something may be said, as the debate progresses, 
which some of the rest of us may want to answer. 
5 BINGHAM. Will an hour be ample for gentlemen on that 
side 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That would be satisfactory to me—an 
hour on this side. 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. ThenI move that at the end of one 
hour after the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brostus] closes 
his remarks we proceed to vote. 

‘Fhe SPEAKER The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks unan- 
imous consent that at the expiration of one hour from the close of 
the remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania r Brosius], 
who is now entitled to the floor in Committee of the Whole, a 
vote be taken, unless the debate should conclude earlier. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That will be entirely satisfactory, pro- 
vided this side of the House is allowed to control that hour. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee desires, as a 
part of the arrangement, that the hour be controlled on his side 
of the House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is all right. 

TheSPEAKER. With that qualification, is there any objection 
to the proposition? 

Mr. TERRY. Lobject. Let us go into the Committee of the 
Whole, and see what may be done there in the way of discussion, 
We on this side are not oing to be unreasonable; but I do not 
like to enter into a ‘‘blind- ” arrangement. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. You will have an hour under this 
proposition; that ought to be satisfactory. 

. TERRY. I do not know but what a number of gentlemen 
here may want to say something. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Your side will have one hour 
after the gentleman from Pennsylvania gets through. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Does the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
TERRY] desire to enforce his objection? 


Mr. TERRY. Les, sir. I desire that we go into Committee of 
the Whole and let the general debate run along. It may be that 
none of us on this side will want to speak. Iam not going to be 
unreasonable; but we do not like to tie our hands in this way. 
That is the point. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move, then, that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole, to resume the consideration of the 
legislative cof SN don bill. 

Ar. BROSIUS. If it will in any way help my colleague in 
charge of the bill to bring the bill to a vote this afternoon, as I 
understand he desires, I will yield the floor at this moment and 
allow anyone who may wish it to occupy the floor for a reason- 
able time, not exceeding an hour. The meaning of my proposi- 
tion is this: I will yield the floor at this moment for the sake of 
assisting my colleague to bring the House to a vote upon this bill. 
But if my yielding the floor will not result in that, then I do not 
desire to veld it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will gentlemen on the other side accept the 
proposition of my colleague [Mr. Brostus]? 

Mr. TERRY. I did not understand the last proposition. 

Mr. BINGHAM. ay colleague states that he is willing to yield 
the floor at once, in order that gentlemen on the other side may 
proceed with the discussion, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Fora full hour. 

Mr. TERRY. Atthe 3 8 0 of some of my colleagues, Iwill 
assent to the proposition which has been made. ` 

Mr. BROSIUS. Iask unanimous consent that when the House 
goes into Committee of the Whole for the 1 of again con- 
sidering this measure a vote be taken at3o’clock. That will allow 
three-quarters of an hour for further discussion. For the purpose 
of making an arrangement agreeable to those gentlemen who desire 
to address the House, I will yield the floor at this time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The suggestion was for one hour, if my col- 
league will permit me. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Very well; I will make it one hour. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks unani- 
mous consent that the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be directed to close the general debate on the legislative 
appropriation bill in one hour, and come to a vote thereon, with 
ths understanding that he has presented to the House. Is there 
objection? 

There was no objection. 

The motion of Mr. BINGHAM was then agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. HEPBURN in the chair. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, I do not know that I 
shall desire to occupy the attention of the committee more than 
one-half of the time that has been allotted to me, and if other gen- 
tlemen wish to address the committee it will give me a great 
of pleasure to yield them a portion of the time, provided I am 
allowed by the committee to control it. 

I want to make one or two observations in respect to some dec- 
larations that were made in the committee on yesterday afternoon 
by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Evans], as well as those 
which have been made to-day by the able and accomplished chair- 
S the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service [Mr. BRO- 
srus]. 

I want to address myself for a little while to the charge that was 
asserted with a great deal of vehemence that the alterations or 
changes made in the Railway Mail Service early in the Adminis- 
tration of Mr. Harrison, vis tap March 15, 1889, and extend- 
ing through the first six weeks of his Administration, made this 
service vastly more efficient than it had been under the previous 
Administration. 

Iam not mistaken when I say that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, who assumes to be very familiar with all of the facts in 
connection with this matter, asserted with marked vehemence 
that these changes in the service had made that service decidedly 
more efficient. AmImistaken? He said it had become inefficient 
under the first Administration of President Cleveland and ina 
chaotic condition, and to improve its condition, to remedy that 
inefficiency, it had become necessary that these changes should be 
made, and he said that the records would sustain him in that 
charge. He said further that the record of. the number of errors 
reported in the Railway Mail Service sustained him in the asser- 
tion he had made. 

Now, fortunately for the truth of history, and unfortunately 
for the argument of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I have at 
hand the record of the errors which occurred in the Railway 
Mail Service for the years immediately preceding the advent of 
Mr. Harrison into office, and the errors which occurred in the 
years following his advent into office, and this record does not 
sustain him. t us see if the statement of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is borne out by the record. 

Mr. BROSIUS. If the gentleman will allow me a correction of 
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his statement, the only figures I assumed to be able to give re- 
ferred to the ratio of pieces of mail matter handled, and the errors 
committed in the handling of them at the time the change was 
made, or about that time, and the ratios of pieces handled and the 
errors committed at this time, or up to a short time ago, and I 
gave the figures as they appear. I did not pretend to do so for the 
intervening period. If I am incorrect in that statement I desire 
to be corrected, and will thank the gentleman from Tennessee for 
setting me right. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I propose to show, Mr. Chairman, from 
the records that the ratio of errors committed to pieces of mail 
matter handled in the Railway Mail Service was very much greater 
immediately following the changes made by Mr. Harrison as com- 
pared with the service prior to that date. 

Mr. BROSIUS. My friend must remember that I gave no fig- 
ures. I gave my impression that the service was benefited in the 
manner I had suggested. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But you made the positive statement, 
and not Zon impression, that the changes had impaired the effi- 
ciency of the service. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I meant to assert, and think I did, that the 
suspension of the order improved the service. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly; and therefore that the changes 
must have made the service, according to your contention, much 
bettar, Now, let us see if the gentleman is correct. I say he is 
not. 

I have a table showing the pieces of mail matter distributed and 
handled since July 1, 1883, down to 1890. I ask your attention, if 
you please. 

In 1884, there were 4,519,661.900 pieces of mail matter handled, 
The number of errors committed in 1884 amounted to 1,167,223, 
There was an increase of errors in 1884 over the previous year of 
Peta ia Now, that is the last year of Mr. Cleveland’s Adminis- 

on—— 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, no; the first year of his Administration. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I meant to say that it was the last year 
of the Administration immediately preceding Mr. Cleveland's. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Imade nostatement in reference to any period 
of service, except that time of the suspension of Mr. Cleveland’s 
order and from that time down to the present moment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I shall refer to that in a moment. I have 
this table here, embracing all of the years 1885, 1886, 1887, down to 
1890. but I will not take the time of the committee to read them 
all. Ishall content myself with reference only to that point which 
answers emphatically the statement of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. 

Now, on the 4th of January, 1889, President Cleveland issued 
a proclamation putting the Railway Mail Service under the 
civil-service rules. This order was to take effect on the 15th of 
March. He went out of office on the 4th of March. On the 11th 
of March, before the order became operative, Mr. Harrison sus- 
pended its effect until the Ist day of May. I want to show, first, 
the number of changes made by Mr. Harrison and his Railway 
Mail Superintendent during that time, and then I will come to the 
effect it had upon the service. Between March 15, 1889, and April 
80, 1889, about six weeks, the time to which he suspended the 
operation of this order, there were 1,436 removals in the Railway 
Mail Service. For the same length of time the preceding year, 
under Mr. Cleveland, there were 54 removals. For the same 
period for 1887, two years before, there were 45 removals. For 
the same time in the preceding year there were 85 removals, and 
in 1885. the first year of his Administration, during the same period 
there were only 51 removals. When Mr. Harrison came into office 
and made this suspension which I have mentioned of the civil- 
service order of Mr. Cleveland, there were within six weeks, as I 
say, 1,436 removals and 216 resignations—the resignations possi- 
bly forced ones. What happened in the corresponding period of 
the next year? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. How many removals were 
there during Mr. Cleveland's whole term of office? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. During his whole four years he made 51 
the first year, 85 the second, 45 the third, and 54 the fourth. The 
gentleman can add them up. There were 235 in all. And yet in 
less than six weeks Mr. Benjamin Harrison made 1,436 removals 
and received 216 resignations, nearly 1.700 in the short space of 
six weeks. Yet my friend from Kentucky [Mr. Evans] talked 
about padding the service” before he put the civil service into 
operation down in Kentucky in some cases that he referred to. 

Mr. EVANS. What case was that? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ishould like to know if it was not pad- 
ding that Mr. Harrison did. 

Mr. EVANS. The case that I referred to was not in Kentucky, 
but in this city, and not by the President. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It does not matter by whom it was done. 
Iam not defending the President. necessarily, but I am trying to 


438 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


DECEMBER 22, 


show the outrage that was then perpetrated. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
I present the table showing these changes: 


Statement showing changes in the Railway Mail Service between certain periods, 
as stated below. 


3 Apr. 30, 1890. 
I. and Apr. 30, 1881. 


NSN NASN 
e ee Sen bem comm coen 


ween 15, 1882, and Apr. 30, 1802 
Between 15, 1883, and Apr. 30, 1893. 1 
15, 1894, and Apr. 30, 1894 
Between 15, 1895, and Apr. 30, 1895 


Gentlemen come and say that in some one Department of this 
Government to-day there are more Democrats than ublicans. 
The Secret Service, I believe, is the only instance cited, but I ven- 
ture to say that 70 per cent of the departmental officers in the 
city of Washington are to-day Republicans. And why is it? 

en the civil-service law was first put upon the statute books, 
there was not a Department or bureau, or division in any bureau, 
in this Government presided over bya Democrat. Every Depart- 
ment and every bureau was under the control of the ſublicans, 
and it was natural that Republicans were in office. erefore, 
when the civil-service law was at first, and spread over 
the Departments and included the employees then in the service 
of the Government, it was quite natural that a large majority of 
them were Republicans. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Will my friend from Tennessee [Mr. RICH- 
ARDSON] allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Does he know any means of ascertaining the 
ratio of 75 8 peer parties in the service of the Government? 

Mr. RIC DSON. No; I do not. I think a t many of 
them have no politics; but when you arraigned the Democratic 
jeny for having its followers in office I wanted to show that I 

ow it is a fact, from information given me by employees, that 
a large percentage of the employees are Republicans. While the 
gentleman was speaking I cited the Weather Bureau. Now, if I 
were going to complain as a party man, my complaint would be 
that the President of my has not taken quite as many places 
for his followers as he might have taken. I do not care to boast 
particularly that I am a spoilsman, but I would not have ap- 
pointed Republicans to important places if I had been President. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE and Mr. BOWERS rose. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I want to get through with this idea; 
otherwise I shall not be able to ress it. I made the state- 
ment while the gentleman was speaking, and I believe it to be 
true, that ev chief in the Weather Bureau except one is a 
Republican. e Chief of the Bureau, a most efficient one, too, is 
a Republican, appointed by Mr. Cleveland; the chief clerk is also 
a Republican, appointed by the present Secretary of Agriculture, 
as I understand it. 

r. Chairman, the complaint is made by these gentlemen of the 
inefficiency of the Railway Mail Service. They seem to overlook 
the fact that the Superintendent of the Railway Mail Service is a 
Republican who has not been removed by President Cleveland. 

Mr. BROSIUS. If my friend will allow me, he will remember 1 
made no complaint of mefficiency in the Railway Mail Service. 
On the contrary, [ undertook to show its great efficiency. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But you charged—and there is no use in 
trying to get away from it—yon charged that these changes made 
by Mr. Harrison when he came into office—these changes unprec- 

entedin number, unparalleled in the history of Administrations— 
had made that service more efficient. That was your charge. Isay 
that they are unparalleled and unprecedented, use if you take 
the same length of time—a period covering six weeks in 1889—it 
makes1,436removals. Take the same period in 1890, and there were 
only 27; in 1891, only 15; in 1892 there were only 26 removals; and in 
1893, when Mr. Cleveland again came into office, during these six 
weeks there were only 16 removals. During the same period in 
1894 there were only 30 removals, and in 1895 only 15 removals 
and in 1896, covering the same six weeks, only 18removals. Now, 
how do you, as a civil-service reformer, account for the fact that 
within the first six weeks of Mr. Harrison's term, immediately 
upon his.suspension of the civil-service order of President Cleve- 
land, he put into the Railway Mail Service 1,436 clerks? The 
gentleman further went on to account for it—— 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him one question? 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly; but I would fer to 
through with my statement. 8 = 
Mr. A. STONE. Do you not remember, in chargi 
this all to the President's failures, that there area number o 

ocrats who are not in accord with the President? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yon are after having some wit or fun. 
I know my friend is always very facetious. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I ask the gentleman to per- 
mit me to make a correction of whatIsaid. I said that these three 
out of five were Democrats who were restored. They were men 
who had been removed by President Harrison and were restored, 
I wanted to correct that statement, instead of saying that they were 
me 5 by Po Cleveland. 

` JHARDSON. I want to print in part of my remarks a 
table which will show exactly what Ihave Sia a 

The next question that I wish to address myself to—these changes 
being unparalleled, and which the gentleman did not undertake 
to account for—is, How did they affect the Railway Mail Service? 
How are we to ascertain this fact? By taking the number of 

ieces handled, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania has said. I 
ve a table which shows this. I p to read from the Con- 
3 RECORD, e 7707, Pi ‘debate which will be found in 
he RECORD on page , Fifty-thi ayy Sia 21, 1894. 
This table was placed in the RECORD by Mr. ynum, of Indiana, 
then a member of this House. And what does it show? It shows 
that instead of making the service more efficient, this act of Mr. 
Harrison’s and the changes mentioned made it inefficient. 

Let us see if I am not correct in that. In 1888, the last year of 
Mr. Cleveland’s Administration, there were 6,528,000,000 pieces of 
matter handled =e railway mailclerks. The number of errors 
were 1,765,821. In 1889, immediately following these changes 
made by Mr. Harrison, the number of pieces handled by the Rail- 
way Mail Service increased to 8,026,837,130; the number of errors 
increased to 1,777,295. In 1890, under these clerks, the first full 
year of the service of the new clerks, the number of errors increased 
from 1,777,395 to 2,769,345, an increase in errors from 11,474 from 
the last year of Mr. Cleveland’s Administration to 991,950 errors 
under these new clerks, put in to benefit the service in the railway 
mail department. 


Here is the table: 
Table of pieces of mail distributed, etc., annually since July 1, 1833. 


Now, I want the gentleman from Pennsylvania to tell us if he 
had examined the record when he made his statement that the 
number of pieces showed that the service had been made more 
efficient by these changes. 

Mr. 3 Is there not a decrease in the percentage of 
errors 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is an increase. 

Mr. TRACEY. That is a decrease. : 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No, sir; I will show you how itis. The 
number of pieces handled to one error in 1888 was 3,694; in 1889, to 
8,954 pieces handled to one error, the largest number 

Mr. TRACEY. That was a decrease in the percentage. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It was an increase. There were more 
errors. 

Mr. TRACEY. Read that over again. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will read it over again. 

Mr. TRACEY. You will find it is a decrease in the percentage 
of errors, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But you should wait until I make the 
statement in full. There were 3,364 pieces handled to one error 
in 1887; there were 3,694 in 1888; 3,954 in 1889; and in 1890, the 
first full year under Harrison, there were only 2,834 pieces han- 
dled to each error. For every 2,834 pieces handled by these new 
clerks put in to benefit the service, and to bring it out of chaos, 
there was an error; and under Mr. Cleveland they handled 3,700 
pieces in round numbers to an error. 

Mr. TRACEY. Thirty-nine hundred in 1889. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thirty-nine hundred in 1889. 

Mr. TRACEY. That is the first year of the new Administra- 
tion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Of which year most of the work was done 
by the old clerks. 


1896. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes. During the first full year of Har- 
rison’s Administration for every 2,834 pieces handled there was 
1 error, according to this record. í 

Mr, TRACEY. That was an increased percentage, but in 1889 
there was a decrease. Á 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Bynum said further, and I repeat it 
now: 


I ask the gentleman to keep that in his mind. X 

Mr. COX. Will my colleague yield to me for one question? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. What was the number of errors committed before 
the civil-service law was applied in that branch of the public 


service? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I haye shown that in the last year of 
Mr. Cleveland's Administration, before the civil service was 
applied, 5,575 pieces were handled for each error. When the 
service was put under the civil-service law under Mr. Harrison, 
when these “ more efficient” clerks that we have heard about were 
appointed, there was 1 error to about every 2,800 pieces. 

Mr. COX. So that before the civil service was applied less 
errors were committed than under the civil service? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is true. x 

Mr. TRACEY. But is it not true that the method of marking 
errors was almost wholly changed after the Harrison Administra- 
tion came in, and that errors were then marked that had never 
been marked before, which would account largely for the increase 
of which the gentleman speaks? 

Mr. RIC DSON, There may have been some change made 
in the marking, but it would not account for the great increase in 
the number of errors. 

Mr. TRACEY. Certainly it would increase the number. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Bynum, onthe occasion when hemade 
these remarks, read a large number of interesting letters bearing 
upon this subject, which are printed in the RECORD at page 7780. 
I will not stop to read them all, but I will read one to which I ask 
the attention of my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brostus]. It 
is a description of the condition of affairs that existed between 
the 11th day of March, 1889, and the ist day of May following, 
during which time there was this carnival that I have described— 
this large number of dismissals. 

The letter is from Waterville, Me., is addressed to Mr. Bynum, 
and is as follows: 

WATERVILLE, ME., October 16, 1893. 


Dear Sir: I received a copy of the bill hed introduced in the House a short 
time since, and I wish to say to you that the ex- clerks are very much 
pleased with your unde’ d trust the may pass. 
In their haste to remove us 
been dead for more than one vents another who was nearly dead and 


Yours, respectfully, 


Hon. WILLIAM D. BYNUM, 
Congressman, Washington, D. C. 


It would seem that they could not get the changes made fast 
enough with the living, so that they actually appointed dead men 
and others who were nearly dead and not able to transact the 
business of the office, simply in order that they might have them 
ein;“ and one of these letters says that these c es Were made 
and inefficient Republicans appointed hurriedly, use it was 
easier to get rid of an inefficient Republican, and make a place 
for a more efficient one, than it would be to get rid of an efficient 
a that they would wish to discharge later, to appoint a 

ublican, 
r. BROSIUS. Who was the writer of that letter? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman did not give his name. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Do youpropose to place the responsibility upon 
President Harrison, or upon anyone else, by reading ananonymous 


etter? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Did my friend direct that inquiry to his 
friend from New Hampshire [Mr. BAKER], who read an anony- 
mous letter here this morning, in his presence, in respect to the 
employees now in the Departments? 

r. BROSIUS. I perceive the purpose of reading the letter 
which the 1 from Tennessee has just read. 

Mr. RIC DSO N. And I perceived the purpose of the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire in reading his letter. 

Mr. BROSIUS. My comment is that the letter is of no conse- 
quence whatever unless we know something about the writer of it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Precisely; and 1 think the same is true 
of the letter read by the gentleman from New Hampshire this 
morning. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, what I took the floor for was to show that 


the record does not bear out the tleman from Pennsylvania in 
the statement he has made. It shows that the statement of the 
ere from Kentucky . Evans}, when he said that some- 
y had padded the Departments here before covering them by 
the civil-service law,in order that there might be members of a 
certain in office when that law should take effect, might 
easily be paralleled. 
The object of this debate has been perfectly apparent through- 
out. The object is to prepare the country for some sort of exec- 
utive order or A peng ion of the President who is to be inaugu- 
rated on the 4th day of March next in relation to employees — — 
have been appointed under the present Administration and who 
are now protected by the civil-service rules which the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania lauds so loudly. It is to prepare for action of 
some sort by which those employees shall be displaced in order that 
the incoming Administration may have some spoils to give away 
to its followers. That, I say, is clearly the object, because when 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. McCreary] addressed a 
question on that point to the gon eman from Pennsylvania, that 
gentleman did not undertake to answer it in his usual ingenuous 
manner. So, Mr. Chairman, I conclude that the object is to pre- 
pare the country and to prepare us all for the great change which 
is to take place on the 4th day of March. 

Now, when Mr. Harrison came into office in 1889, he found a 
civil-service order that was not completely executed. He found 
that he had until the 15th of to pad the offices with 
Republican employees, but he saw that that was not sufficient 
time, and therefore he extended it. As I have already said, I have 
never been a radical civil-service reformer, but if the present dis- 
tinguished Chief Executive, in his wisdom and in the exercise of 
the discretion given him by Congress, shall see fit to extend the 
civil-service rules over other divisions and. bureaus of the public 
service, I trust he will make his proclamation operative or com- 
plete before the 4th day of March; and then we shall see whether 
our friends coming into power propose to stand by their own 
civil-service law which the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Bnostus] praises so highly. And, I may add, we will see whether 
they live up to their platform upon which they nominated their 
candidate and made their canvass, not only in 1896, but in 1892 
and 1888, I believe, for they have always declared in favor of 
civil-service reform. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I will yield to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. WALKER]. How much time does he desire? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Ten minutes. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, if the results 
of the suspension of the order by President Harrison have been 
accurately stated in what has been presented to this House by the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. RICHARDSON], I submit that no 
stronger evidence has been given on this floor in thorough con- 
demnation of the spoils system than those facts; and if they do 
accurately 1 the results of that suspension of that order, 
I think it will be a warning to the incoming President that he 


He | make no such mistake. 


Now, with reference to all the evidence that has been presented 
to this House of the violation of the civil-service rules by the pre- 
ceding Administration to the present, and by the Administration 
which preceded that, I have te say that such evidence simply 
justifies the policy of our adhering to the civil-service rules. 

And I wish to call the attention of the House and the country 
to this further fact, that when you depart from a system that is 
confessedly wrong in order to adopt a system that is confessedly 
right, you will have conclusive evidence to justify the departure 
from the wrong system and the adoption of the right system in 
the continuance of the spirit of the old, debauched, and condemned 
system, exhibited in the violation of the spirit of the new and 
reformed system, while conforming to its letter. Is there a man 
on this floor at this moment who will not say that I have accu- 
rately delineated what always happens in passing from bad prac- 
tices to the good in the weakness of human nature? 

1 want to say, secondly, that this spoils system, this turning of 
men out of their employment because of their political belief, is 
more contemptible and barous and wicked ost than actual 
war. We have had a little illustration of that down in Pensacola, 
where the Government proposed to establish, and did establish, a 
navy-yard; and for that purpose a few hundred mechanics were 
takendownthere. Butlessandlessappropriations were made, until 
finally the yard was discontinued. And the descendants of those 
people, with the lethargy and inertia of human nature in pulling 
up and breaking off old relations and establishing new, have been 
so far unable to adjust themselves to their surroundings, until the 
children and grandchildren of those first-class mechanics have 
gone back nearly to the ignorance of what were called ‘ poor 
white trash” of the South before the war. 

I want to say, Mr. Chairman, to this House and the country that 
the principle of civil service, the ‘‘merit rule,” enters into and is 
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the controlling principle in every well-regulated factory in the 
United States. ere ts no employer in this country within my 
knowledge who allows a man to be dismissed from his employment 
unless for cause—even though he may have become disabled by 
old age in many cases. Why, sir, I had a man in my employment 
in a very important place whose peculiarities were such that he 
made it uncomfortable for me and uncomfortable somewhat for 
the men over whom he had direction—some hundred or more. 
But he was an honest, faithful, industrious, loyal, skillful man. 
Because of his peculiarities there never was a time during twen 
years when I would not have felt relieved and rejoiced if he h 
resigned his position; I would have given quite a sum of mone 
to have had him do so. Vet he continued to hold his place until 
he died; he was never dismissed from my employment. I would 
have cut off my ni hand before I would have dismissed him. 

Mr: TERRY. I understand my friend from Massachusetts 
to say that the same rule is now applied in the civil service as in 
our factories? 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I said nothing of the kind. 
I said that the true civil-service principle, N and pro- 
motion for merit only, governs and controls in our large fac- 
tories. f 

I want to say another thing. At one time I went into a factory 
at Buffalo, and I saw sitting around there three or four men who 
seemed to me to be superannuated men, who were accomplishing 
but little. Isaid to the employer, Why do you keep those men?” 
Knowing our customs, I asked the gosso simply to see what he 
would say. Why,” replied he, these men have been in my fac- 
tory twenty, thirty, or forty years, and I would rather fail in my 
business than disturb them in their old age and bring distress 
upon their wives and children.” i 

Mr. Chairman, every right-minded man employing his fellows 
considers that every man in his employ has a vested right” in his 
job, and would no more remove him, if he could avoid it, than he 
would dispossess a neighbor on an adjoining realty in order that 
he might possess himself of his land. Employing as I did some 
five hundred or a thousand men, I was constantly approached by 
good women of the church that I attend, and by others, seeki 
a job for themselves or others, those in whom they were inte: 8 
I uniformly meet such applications by saying, as President Lin- 
coln once said, ‘‘I have no influence in this administration; you 
must go to the foreman having charge of that branch of the busi- 
ness, and if he has a vacancy, you can undoubtedly get it. But 
no influence of mine shall disturb a man in my employ.” 

One other remark and I am done. I think there is nothing that 
I know of more pernicious in the government of this country 
than the influence of Congressmen upon appointments of every 
name and nature. Why, sir, when a man is dismissed from office 
here in Washington for his political opinions, a man with wife 
and children about him, and perhaps an mother dependent 
upon him—his dependents, perhaps, in ill health—it is a heart- 
rending spectacle, whether the man be Democrat or Republican. 
It isdamnable. You can not use any language that 1s strong 
enough to characterize such conduct. ( > 

Now, let me give you, on the other hand, an illustration of the 
nobility of somé of these wage earners to whom I have referred. 
On one occasion a man came to me complaining that injustice had 
been done him by the very foreman of whom I spoke as not being 
the most pleasant man in his disposition. The man came to me 
and related his story. I said to him: 

It seems to me that your cause is just. It seems to me that 
injustice has been done to you. I will call down the foreman and 
investigate the case. I am afraid, I am very much afraid, that I 
shall find him guilty of having done you an injustice. I hate to 
do it. He has been in my employ for thirty years without any 
intermission. 

„Now, I will submit the whole case to you and let you determine 
it yourself. Ihave rarely had complaint of his doing injustice 
to anybody heretofore. I have never really observed before that 
he actually had done injustice to any of the employees; but I will 
call him down and lay the matter before him. I will try the case 
impartially, and if he did, if I recognize the fact that he has been 

ty of this offense, I must dismiss him. Discipline is gone if 
38 you and do not dismiss him; but I will enter upon his 
trial if vou say so. j 

But remember, if I displace him and put another man in his 
place, the new man may do injustice ten times where this man, 
against whom this complaint is made, has done itonce. That he 
has done injustice to po I do not deny. Clearly it has been 
done. But what shall IL do? I leave the matter entirely to you.” 

He took his hat in his hand, and said, Mr. WALKER, I would 
rather leave the factory than have him dismissed,” when I con- 
fronted him with the difficulties that beset me. 

So, Mr. Chairman, we must expect-that these wrongs against 
the spirit of the law will occur under the law, until public senti- 
ment has grown to so justify the law and condemn the evasion of 


its spirit as to compel its enforcement. When that time comes 


there will be no infraction of its spirit any more than its letter. 
[ Applause. ] . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Inow yield five minutes to the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMS]. ; i 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Chairman, before I address myself to 
the subject immediately under consideration—about which I 
know nothing and care less—I want to note a single observation 
which fell, accidentally, I hope, from the lips of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. WALKER] who has just taken his seat. 
He mentioned in a very pathetic manner an instance of the exo- 
dus of some worthy mechanics from New England, who went 
somewhere down to Florida, I think, and in the lapse of time they 
had degenerated to the level of the poor white trash,’ among 
whom they found themselves.” I had hoped, sir, that, whether 
consciously or unconsciously, these thoughts, of which the remark 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts was an unconscious reflec- 
tion, had passed entirely out of the public mind in this country. 
and that these little sectional flings and innuendoes had for 
time ceased to be bantered about between us. 

1 might say in response to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
that the phrase he uses, poor white trash,” is never used in the 
South except by the negroes or novelists. I might say, in response 
to what he said, that if the mechanics of New England whom 
he mentioned fell to the level of the people among whom they had 
come, it violated my observation of the fact that they are already 
at or below that level before they leave New England. 

Mr. W. of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman allow 
me an instant? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. A word, if you please, before yielding to the 
gentleman. i 

I rose, Mr. Chairman, principally because it struck me that that 
remark of the gentleman ought to be noticed, and also to remind 
the gentleman from M usetts of the fact, which I know to 
be a fact, that this class of r people in the South to whom he 
refers as ‘* poor white trash” are the most magnificent raw mate- 
rial out of which to make superb manhood and womanhood that 
exists to-day anywhere on the face of the globe. 

I would remind the gentleman and the committee that the onl 
Americanism to-day in the United States, pure and unmixed, is 
to be found in the South. I would remind him that from the 
poor white trash,” if he will so designate them, and from amongst 
the poorest and trashiest of them. sprang such men as Henry 
Clay and Andrew Jackson, and also that there has sprung from 
that very type Abraham Lincoln himself. I would remind him 
that from the very class of these poor white trash of the South 
Lincoln got his magnificent courage, his magnificent sense of 
humor and sympathy with humanity, und all that made him an 
American, and not merely a Western man, or an Eastern man, ora a 
Southern man. The very bone of his bone and sinew of his sinew, 
the blood that was in him, was of the South; and it was to the 

r white trash of the South that he owed character as well as 

is origin. And the same is true.of Andrew Jackson; the same 

is true of Henry Clay, and it has been true, Mr. Chairman, of 

nearly every ` tribune of the people” who has adorned American 
civilization and made American history. 

So much for that fling of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I deny, Mr. Chairman, hav- 
ing made any such fling, and want to say that nothing could be 
any more unjust to me than the remarks of the gentleman from 
Mississippi. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not want to be unjust to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. I said in the beginning that the expression 
dropped, perhaps, unconsciously from his lips. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Not at all. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. But whatever may be the feeling of the peo- 
ple of New England, whether they speak them openly or indulge 
them unconsciously, the language of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts was doubtless an expression of habitual thought. Now, 
my friends, upon the question which is before the House I have 
only this to say: Is there a man in my presence who, put in 
charge of a great commercial or manufacturing business, would 
for one moment, as a man of common senze, undertake to conduct 
it upon a system of competitive book examinations? 

There is a system of civil service which is right and which ought 
to be putin operation. The employees of the Government ought 
to be put in office for a fixed term and for a long term, not coin- 
ciding with the Presidential or term, and they ought to be 
kept in office during good behavior during that time, not to bé re- 
moved during the term except for cause set forth and proven, if 
you please. They ought to hold their offices asa sheriff or a clerk 
does in a State administration; but to undertake to carry on any 
sort of serious business on the principle that men are competent 
to carry it on in proportion to their ability to answer schoolbook 
questions is a piece of utter folly. I think that there ought to be 
a pass examination; in other words, that no man ought to be per- 
mitted to enter the service of the Government unless he presents 


1896. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


441 


a certain degree of intelligence; and the fact as to whether a pe 
sesses it or not could be arrived at by some sort of practical as 
well astheoreticalexamination. After that pA grt aed he ought 
not to be removed for polities and politics solely. He ought to be 
removed only for cause, and cause stated, and ought to hold the 
office for a given length of time. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thetime of the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. WILLAAus! has expired. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I give the gentleman four minutes longer, 
if he desires it. May I ask how much time I have left? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. RICH- 
5 ae on ten minutes. . 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I ask for two or three min- 
utes in which to reply to the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 


WILLIAMS]. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I promised the gentleman from California 
p Bowers] five minutes. I now give the gentleman from 

ree BE r. WILLIAMS] four minutes. 

Mr. LLIAMS. Then, to address myself rapidly to the ques- 
tion from a common-sense standpoint, first, I lay down the pro 
sition that no man would carry on a great business upon t 
system. Then I say that when you come to consider its prac- 
tical effects in the Government you find that it leads to a bureau- 
cracy. It leads toa more nearly perfect effectiveness in the clerical 
administration of the public service. You may go to Prussia 
to-day, and you will find nowhere on the face of the globe more 
effective public service than there. The man is mad who would 
deny that the civil-service system leads to a greater clerical and 
technical effectiveness upon the part of the employees. That 
is undoubtedly true. But you are obtaining effectiveness of 
work on the part of employees, effectiveness of clerical work, at 
the sacrifice of a great democratic principle. I use the word 
democratic spelled with a small d“ and not a big one not in a 
E sense. You are sacrificing the idea that there must not 

in a democratic ublic a class set aside by itself with no inter- 
est in common with the people, but that your official class ought 
to be a class that comes out periodically from the body of the 
people and goes back periodically into the body of the people, 
never losing this oneness of interest, this identity of purpose 
which the citizens should have under the Government. 

That is not all. This system leads to another thing. After 
these officials are kept in for an indefinite length of time old age 
makes them ineffective in the service, and pe when they become 
least effective they become most capable of appealing to the sym- 
pathies of their superiors and of 5 sh Be se to keep them in 
the service. People say, Why, it would be ashame and a dis- 
grace to discharge this old man or old woman who is unable to 
make a living.” They have been taught to depend upon the Gov- 
ernment to the bitter end for their sustenance. Therefore, they 
have saved nothing from year to year, and when the dark days of 
old age come, then they appeal to be kept in the public service 
upon the ground of pure e and nothing else. It can lead 
to nothing in ordinary love and charity and pity and merey but that; 
it must lead to that if the system is perpetuated. Now, would it 
not be infinitely better to have them serve like sheriffs, clerks, and 
the officers of your State administrations, and when they have 
served their terms go back among the Fe and lift up their 
own burdens, as the other people do, and carry them bravely, as 
the other people do? 

Mr. HARDY. For instance, change them with every Admin- 
istration. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. No; I do not think so. I am just as far 
removed from the blind spoilsman as I am from the doctrinaire 
civil-service reformer. I believe in a fixed tenure of office, but 
not a life tenure. I believe in holding office for competency, but 
not for competency demonstrated by answering book questions 
alone. I do not believe anybody ought to be in the service unless 
his competency is shown by examinations, but I do not think that 
his Esie of competency can be shown by grades or marks in 
answering questions. You all remember Tom Brown at Oxford. 
The dean asked him what the twenty-seventh article of the Church 
of England was, or e ee and he could not answer. 
The dean said, Why, I could have answered that when I was 14 
years of age, and you ought to be ashamed;” and Tom Brown’s 


answer was, “I could have done it then, too.” [Laughter.] So 
it is witha t deal of this examination stuff. The boy newest 
from school gets the place. [Applause.] 

The C MAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 


Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I ask the gentleman to give 
me three minutes. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I promised first the gentleman from 
California. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Two minutes, then. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I can not withdraw that promise. That 


is all. 
aan BOWERS. I yield to the gentleman two minutes of my 
ooo: h 


Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Let me say, Mr. Chairman, 
again, that it is impossible for the great manufacturing and mer- 
cantile business of this country to be successfully conducted upon 
any other system as to their employees than the merit system,” 


absolutely and completely, from the head down. That is what 
we ask of this Government in its business. 

Now, a word in reference to the poor White trash” in the 
South. [Laughter.] I want to say to that gentleman that he 
knows, and knew when he began his remarks, that I made that 
reference in no spirit of casting any slur on or to revile any peo- 
ple, or of contempt for any people at all, But everybody knows 
that in the days of slavery there were a class of white people who 
were banished to the mountains and sand hills who were called 
“crackers ” and ‘‘ poor white trash.” They were an object oe) i 
by the slave owners and of contempt by the negro slaves. ri 
could not read or write, and he knew all that. He knew, we 
knew, of these people being stranded there, and he knows that I 
meant no slur upon any of this white class. We have ignorant 
people in the North also, And yet he replied that when Yankees 
came down South they were on a level with these people called 
‘crackers ” or *‘ poor white trash.” When he said that he cast a 
contempt on the people of the North that I did not cast upon the 
peons of the South in any sense, committing a worse offense than 

e had eyen charged upon me. ; 

Now, I want to say these people of the South were in that con- 
dition out of no want of humanity or anything else, but under 
political and economical conditions that, be thanked, have 
passed away from the Southnevertoreturn. [Applause.] Ihave 
no apologies to make to him or to anybody else for referring to 
that ase which class is well known in the history of that com- 
munity. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Nobody knows the class except novelists and 
negroes. 

Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. I will simply say—[laugh- 
ter]—I will let that go as to the truthfulness of a man who will 
stand up in this place and say that. 

Mr. BOWERS. Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of the merit sys- 
tem—the foundation of all successful business everywhere. But 
Iam utterly opposed to this civil-service reform humbug that has 
been foisted upon the American people by a few anglomaniacs. 
It is a system entirely at variance with the spirit and institutions 
of this Government. There is not a suspicion of Americanism 
about it. It is an imported English plant. 

It is the first ste nd a long one—toward the establishment of 
W classes in this country—a class privileged to hold office 

uring life. The United States Senator, the Congressman, the 
State legislator, the lawmakers, must each and all go out of office 
at the end of a stated term, no matter how efficient and useful he 
may have become; but the great mass of those who must execute the 
laws are to be intrenched in their position, and through thorough 
organization will soon be able to dictate to every candidate for a 
legislative office. 
his talk of akng the civil service out of politics is too stupid 
to deceive any but the most ignorant, and these are deceived by 
the continued chatter of civil-service advocates about spoils- 
men” and “spoils of office.” There has been nothing but poli- 
tics—and the most shameful politics—and spoils of office in this 
civil-service business for the last three and a half years. 

No Executive ever went to such lengths to secure the spoils of 
office for 1a pariy and his personal adherents as the present 
prophet of civil-service reform. He has prostituted the system for 
this purpose only. 

It seems clear that it was understood from the first that as soon 
as a Department was cleared of Republicans and Democrats sub- 
stituted in their places it would be put under civil-service rules 
and the crowd commissioned for life and nailed hard and fast in 
office. In several of the Departments great celerity was mani- 
fested in the ‘‘ weeding-out” process, and they were soon ready 
for the prophet's blessing. 

But in the customs service this was slower, and he had to wait 
over three years before the weeding out of Republicans was ac- 
complished; but the work was thoroughly done, and the protect- 
ing cloak of civil-service rules has been spread over it, and the 
present force empowered to pass upon the qualifications of any- 
one who may hereafter seek admission to the service. ; 

The present Executive has carried into effect a shrewd scheme 
to keep in office indefinitely about 60,000 of his personal adher- 
ents and Democratic appointees after that party has been retired 
by the people by over a million majority. 

There is still time for the President to extend the protection of 
civil-service reform in several directions, particularly as to the 
consular service of the United States, so that the few consuls of 
the United States who are not now foreigners may become so for 
all practical purposes. 

It is generally believed that the President will not include the 
Cabinet officers in the batch to be covered with this voluminous 
civil-service cl These are about the only appointees now left 
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that the Executive may appoint without the 
x the Senate. 
e 
by President-elect, because every argument adya: for the 
. extension of civil-service rules over other officers and employees 
applies with equal force to the Cabinet. 
e logical, the inevitable, result of this civil-service 
will be to give the country, in a few years, double the number of 
officers and employees necessary to do the public business. Very 
many of the employees are now well advanced in years, and in a 
very short time Till be unable to perform the duties of their sta- 
tions, but they must be kept on or pensioned and others appointed 
to do their work. This result any one can see is inevitable. 

There is one other natural sequence of this life tenure of officers 
andemployees. Being fortified in their positions, one of thestrong 
incentives to be courteous and obliging in the discharge of their 
duties is removed; and this spirit of What are you going to do 
abont it,” is too often manifested in the service already. 

There should be no life tenure attached to any office in this 
country, arpa to Army and Navy offices, and it is warranted in 
these cases only because these officers must surrender absolutely 
and completely their personal nosy as well as a large part of 
the rights and privileges, and parti ly the opportunities, com- 
mon to the American citizens. 

Make stated terms for all offices, and insure i removal 
during such term, except for sufficient cause arising from-the 
administration of the office. That will be an American system—a 
true merit system, 

Mr. Mc LIN. Mr. Chairman, I do not desire to discuss this 

estion at length, but as I made the inquiry of the tleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brostus] which brought up the discus- 
sion of the wrong that had been done in ing out railway-mail 
clerks, I wish to say that there was a bill in uced and referred 
to a committee of the House in the Fifty-third to place 
on the eligible list for appointment in . Service 
the clerks who had been wrongfully di I believe the bill 
the House, and I submit, to be inco ted into the REC- 
ORD, the report made upon that bill by an able, distinguished, and 
faithful Representative in that Congress, Mr. Goodnight, of Ken- 
tucky. It details many facts connected with the transaction, and 
goes far to show the manner in which the civil-service law was 
enforced by Mr. Harrison’s Administration. 

The report is as follows: 

Mr. Goodnight, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the fol- 
lowing report: 


[To accompany H. R. 4017.) 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred House bill No 

4017, submit the following report: 5 
On the Ist day of December, 1838, the President issued an order placing tho 
under the regulations of the civil service on and after 


gracious permission 
It will be an act of self-restraint and courtesy on 
of the present Executive that will be highly ap iated 


the 15th day of March, 1889, to the Ist day of May, 1889. tments 
to the mail service prior to the time the aima was placed in classified 
service were made under regulations of the ent. These tions 


restricted the age of appointees to 35 years and under, and a 

tionary service of six months, during which time the ce 9 es ar appli- 
cant was tested by strict examinations before permanent ent could 
be ae Undersuch regulations the service was supplied with very efficient 


cler 
As the rules for the regulation of the service by the Commission 
ted more than two months before the extension thereof Presi- 


e and inexperienced a) 
made greatly reduced the efficiency of 
uring this interval were without cause, 


clerks w: 
until the months of Au: 
and a ee 8 ci 
orders therefor April 29. 4 
It appears evident from the factsthat the object of the extension of the tims 
fixed by President Cleveland from the 15th of till the Ist of May, 1889. 
was toenable the new administration to make changes and ap tments for 
. The purpose of this bill is toauthorize Postmaster- 
meral to reinstate any of the clerks removed between said dates whenever 
yacancies may occur without examination and certification by the Civil Serv- 
ice $ Postmaster-Gen a com record of the 
efficiency of all the elerks so removed, your committee is of the — that 
from this he can ascer the qualifications of the applicants better than 
from any other source, and that se cle ks who have pre 
and proven their efficiency should, for the good of the se: ; and in justice 
to themselves, be reinstated a3 vacancies may occur. The reinstatement is 
not compulsory, but left to the discretion of the Postmaster-General. 
Your committee think the bill eminently just and proper, and 
its passage. s 
Mr. RICHARDSON. How much time have I left, Mr. Chair- 
man? 7 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman has three minutes remaining. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I yield to the gentleman from Arkansas 


[Mr. NEILL]. 


Mr. NEILL. Mr. Chairman, I am well aware that it is very 


doubtful whether I conld in any length of time greatly enlighten 
this body on the oo subject of civil-service reform, and most 
certainly I can not do it in three minutes. I must say, however, 
that while we have had some fine declamation, and even elo- 
quence, this afternoon, I have not perceived that this Chamber 
was very much illumined until just now, when the electric lights 
have been turned on. [Laughter.] 

Judged by the standard of the distinguished chairman of the 
Committee on Civil Service Reform, the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Brostus], I doubt not that I would be classed as a 
“spoilsman,” yet I am not opposed to the merit s or to effi- 
ciency in the public service. I believe in it. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, when you talk about spoilsmen“ and about that iniqui- 
tous” system, you ought to remember that it is the system that 
was in vogue in the days of Jackson and of Lincoln and their 
great compeers. Indeed, I think there has been a great deal of 
silly sentimentalism on the subject of civil-service reform—senti- 
ment in which the great mass of the people of the United States 
do not take much stock. For ny Ae I take little interest in the 
question of how many removals President Harrison made, or how 
many removals President Cleveland has made. I have read the 
civil-service law, every line of it, time and again, and I have 
never found in it any restriction upon the right or power of 
removal from office, except that in certain instances men are not 
to be removed for refusing to do certain things. My understand- 
ing of the civil-service law is that it was intended to establish a 
system of competitive examination for men to get into the Gov- 
ernment employ, but I have always thought that the back door 
was left open, and the only fault I have found with the present 
Chief Magistrate (whom, in a humble way, I helped to place in 
power) was that he did not turn enough of them out, as he hada 
5 to do. [Laughter.] 

. Chairman, with se agree rs from Mississippi [Mr. WiL- 
LIAMS], I am opposed to life tenure of office. I su be to the 
doctrine of the Chicago convention of 1896, which opposes life 
tenure in office. Iam aware that when I gave my esion and 
aer to the platform containing that among its provisions I 
subjected myself to the ordeal of being designated by gentiemen 
upon the other side of the Chamber and their allies as an anarch- 
ist,” but, Mr. . I may be classed on that side of 
the House as an anarchist, I am happy in the knowledge that there 
are nearly 7,000,000 of us“ anarchists” in the United States. 

1 the . Aa 
HAIRMAN. rk will now report by paragraphs 
the portion of the bill under consideration. * » 

e Clerk read as follows: 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. 

For three fe pea eps jerry Paz Suenos each; chief examiner, $3,000; secretary, 

y — t clerks of class 4; ten clerks of class 8; thirteen clerks of class 2; 
erks of class 1; three clerks, at $1,000 each; two clerks, at $900 each; 
wen two laborers; engineer, $840; two watchmen; in all, 


Mr. SETTLE. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment, 
striking out, beginning with line 7, down toand including line 15. 

I also announce my purpose to offer an amendment striking ont 
the second paragraph, from line 16 down to and including line 19, 
if it is in order at this time. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report theamendment offered 
by the gentleman from North Carolina, 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Beginning with line 7, strike out down to and including line 15. 


Mr. SETTLE. Mr. Chairman, I donot desire to address the com- 
mittee on this amendment. Other members have expressed their 
views with reference to the civil-service law and the manner of its 
enforcement. I desire to say that I am opposed to the method of 
enforcing the civil-service law, and desire to vote to strike out 
from this bill the appropriations contained in this paragraph and 
to afford the House an o ity of doing the same thing. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I ask for a vote. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Before that motion is voted upon, Mr. Chair- 
man, I want to say a word. I think it is suitable to direct the 
attention of this committee, ee of the Republicans of the 
committee, and more icularly the attention of my distin- 

i Republican friend who has offered this amendment, to 
certain historical considerations in relation to the civil-service 
law. It is a most remarkable spectacle, after the history of the 
civil service of the United States has to some extent been reviewed 
here this afternoon, that such an amendment should be intro- 
duced into this body. For the purpose of directing the attention 
of all Republican members to the subject in a more distinct man- 
ner than I have hitherto done, I desire now to read from the 
Republican platform as adopted on the 16th of June, 1896. I 
want it to be fresh in the minds of members. I read: 

3535 TTT 

j maa that it shall be thoroughly and honestly enforced and ande wher- 
ever 


1896. 
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And our standard bearer said in his letter of acceptance: 
The pledge of the Republican nationalconvention that our civil-service laws 


shall be sustained and 1 honestly enforced and extended wher- 
wi 


ever practicable,” is in keeping maa 2 —5 of the pes the pant 


twenty-four years, and will 
rty will take no backward step upon question. It will seek to improve, 
standard bearer 


ut never degrade the public se: 

Upon another occasion the same distinguished 
of the Republican party, who will have control of the civil service 
of this country after the 4th of March next, declared that the civil- 
service law was a Republican measure. It was in this House in 
1890 that he made this declaration, when the annual attempt was 
made to cripple the civil service by cutting down the appropria- 
tion to carry it into effect: 

It is a Republican measure, and is in accord with the highest and best sen- 
timents of the country, and no party will have the courage to wipe it from 
the statute book or to amend it, save in the direction of its improvement. 

blican party must take no step backward. The merit system is 
here it is here to stay, and we may just as well understand and accept 
it now and give our attention to correcting the a if any exist, and 
improving law wherever it can be done to the advantage of the public 
Service. 

Mr. SETTLE. Mr. Chairman, I simply desire to say, in reply 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that I am thoroughly fa- 
miliar with the declaration contained in the Republican platform 
on this subject, and my. offering an amendment to strike out the 
appropriation in this bill does not so much indicate hostility on 
my part to the merit system as my opposition to the extension of 
the civil-service law, making it embrace the number of offices it 
has been made to embrace by recent Executive orders. There 
seems to be in this House opposition to that line of policy; and I be- 
lieve that this amendment, striking out the appropriation, should 
be 5 by this committee. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Does not the gentleman know that his amend- 
ment strikes down the civil-service law altogether? 

Mr. SETTLE. Oh, no; if the amendment be adopted, we shall 
simply fail to make the appropriation under this provision of the 
bill. I agree that this would cripple the law a great deal, and I 
wish I could cripple it a great deal more. {Laughter and ap- 


planse. ; 
Mr. WICHARDSON. I suppose, Mr. Chairman, that when the 
atenen from Pennsylvania quoted from an ex-Chief Magis- 
te of this country his opinion in respect to the efficiency of the 

civil service, he meant to answer the question which I propounded 
when I had the floor a short time ago; that is, whether the incom- 
ing President will make the radical changes that a former Repub- 
lican President made when he came into office in March, 1889? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Chairman, have I permission to answer 
the gentleman? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman has my permission. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania will pro- 


Mr. BROSIUS. I apprehend, indeed I feel quite sure, that the 
Executive-elect, when he comes to treat the question of the civil 
service, will do all he can to improve its effectiveness. Whether 
he will change the order that has been promulgated by the pres- 
ent Executive I have no means of knowing. But I know enough 
of the man to believe that he will pursue a conservative and cau- 
tious course in that respect, with the view he has hi 80 
repeatedly declared, not og in his letter of acceptance but in his 

Speeches on this floor, that the civil service of the United States is 
here; it is here to stay; and all we desire to do is to improve it all 
we can and make it as efficient as possible. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Would it be inconsistent with the former 
course of the Chief Executive-elect if he should make the radical 
change which President Harrison made in 1889? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Does not my friend know that a great man, a 
statesman, a philosopher, has nothing to do with consistency? 


[Laughter and a piane 

Mr. BAKER ew Hampshire. Mr. Chairman, I have here- 
tofore sent to the Clerk’s desk an amendment looking to the per- 
fection of the text of the bill. I ask that the amendment be 
reported and acted on now. 

e CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the amendment sent to 

the desk by the tleman from New Hampshire. 

The Clerk as follows: 

Page %, line 19, after the word“ dollars,” add asa new paragraph the fol- 


wing: 
“The head of each of the several Executive Departments, at his discretion, 
may te or reappoint to any subordinate position which from any 
cause eg become vacant in his t any person now or formerly 
employed in the civil service of the Government who, in his on, was 
reduced in salary or was discharged from the service for causes not affecting 
or her efficiency or moral character, and such prior service for that p 
pose shall be held to be equivalent to a civjl-service certificate of eligibility, 
anything in any statute, rule, or regulation to the contrary notwithstanding.” 


Mr. McMILLIN. There is a point of order pending against that 
amendment. I understand. * 

. I make a point of order against the amend- 
men 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was under the impression that 
this was an amendment to the paragraph now under considera- 
tion. But, as a matter of fact, it applies to the following para- 
graph, and is not in order at thistime. The present question is 
upon the motion to strike out, made by the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. SETTLE]. 

The quon being taken, there were on a division (called for 
by Mr, SETTLE)—ayes 29, noes 62. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For n 
Eaire roh eieren Aorere egre i ngae a gr peren ra 
and investigations held elsewhere than at Washington, $7,000. 

Mr. SETTLE. I move to strike out that section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
SETTLE] moves to strike ont the paragraph just read. Anamend- 
ment, however, to this paragraph is pending and will take pre- 
cedence—the amendment of the gentleman from New 8 
[Mr. Baker], which has just been read. Against this amend- 
ment the point of order is raised that it changes existing law. 
Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania desire to be heard on his 
point of order? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Isubmit that the concluding language of the 

ntleman’s proposition, ‘‘anything in any statute, rule, or regu- 

ation to the contrary notwithstanding,” assumes or Bahr eae 
that the amendment is contrary to existing statute. will, how- 
ever, refer the Chair to the civil-service act, the first two divisions 
under section 2. I also refer the Chair to the regulations adopted 
under that act—the first h of section 2, and also Rule IX. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair examined the citations made 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and is clearly of the opinion 
that the point of order is well taken. 10 

Mr. . Mr. Chairman, I desire to submit an amendment, 
which is not a step backward, but a step forward. 

The CHAIR The Clerk will read the amendment sent to 
the desk by the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. HILL]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


a ted, as may be to y expense of condu civil- 
service examinations of all persons now in the classified list who have never 
taken such examinations; and the Civil Service Commission is here ted 
to examinations and to for vacancies that may be due to 


failures to pass such examinations from the eligible lists, as in the cases of 
appointments made subsequent to the extension of the service.” 

Mr. BINGHAM. I make the point of order against the amend- 
8 it is an indefinite appropriation, and it changes existing 


W. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman from 
Connecticut, if he desires to be heard, on the point of order. 

Mr. HILL. I did not care to discuss the question of order. I 
simply wanted to discuss the propriety of 40,000 employees being 
admitted without civil-service examination. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is prepared to rule, and sustains 
the point of order. 

e sy now recurs on the motion made by the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. SETTLE] to strike out the paragraph. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. BINGHAM, Chairman, I ask now, in order that the 
text of the bill may be corrected as to the sum total, to make a 
change in one of e e The committee have cha 
the compensation of the Librarian from $6,000 to $5,000. The 
sum total, as pertaining to appropriations for the Library, is 
$93,020. It should read now, owing to the change to which I have 
referred, $92,020, which makes the bill consistent. I ask that the 
correction be made. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the absence of objection, the correction 
will be made as indicated by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move that the committee rise and report 
the bill and amendments to the House with the recommendation 
that the bill as amended do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. HEPBURN reported that the Committee of 
the Whole House on thestate of the Union, having had under con- 
sideration the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
bill, had directed him to report the same to the House with sundry 
amendments, and as so amended that the bill do pass. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move the previous question upon the bill 
and amendments. 

The previous question was ordered, under the operation of which 
the amendments recommended by the committee were serea to, 
and the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. B GHAM, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table, 
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DECEMBER. 22, 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
House do now adjourn. . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the gentleman to withhold the 
motion for a moment until I submit a privileged report from the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I shall not object, if it does not 
lead to debate. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills an Fore 
resolution of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the 


same: 

A bill (H. R. 3139) for the relief of M. R. William Grebe; 

A bill (H. R. 5787) for the relief of Henry A. F. Worth; 

A bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issuing and loaning of the 
ensigns, flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the 
purpose of decorating the streets of the city of Washington on 
the occasion of inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of March, 1897; 

A bill (H. R. 9753) making appropriations to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and 
for prior years, and for other purposes; 

A bill (S. 1883) to grant a pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, 
widow of Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve; 

A bill (S. 1631) granting a pension to Emeline Filgate; 
= A bill (S. 1276) granting an increase of pension to John L. 

ritton; . 

A bill 6. 2711) granting a pension to Ira Harris; 

A bill (S. 1881) granting a pension to Lydia Chapman; 

_ A bill (S. 1265) for the relief of Emmart, Dunbar & Co.; and 

Joint resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of the 
act approved June 3, 1896, entitled ‘‘An act to repeal section 61 of 
‘An act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Govern- 
3 and for other purposes,“ which became a law August 28, 


CIVIL SERVICE STATISTICS. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I submit, Mr. Speaker, for present con- 
sideration a concurrent resolution, which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That 1,500 

ies of the compilation of the statistics showing the exact state of the clas- 

sified and unclassified parts of the executive civil service of the United States, 
80 arranged astoinclude positions by Departments, offices, and So poe arp 
with subdivisions by grades, the compilation containing a complete list o 
all positions, whether classified by compensation, whether 1 by the 
President solely or by conflrmation by e Senate, whether the positions are 
in the classified service and excepted from examination. whether they arein 
the unclassified service by reason of their exclusion, whether they are mere 
laborers and unclassified, or whether they are positions classifiable but ua 


zt classified, be printed,of which 1,000 copies shall be for the use of 


ouse of Representatives and 500 copies for the use of the Senate. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? 

Mr. BRUMM. LI object. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. This is a privileged matter. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I would like to say a word in regard to this 

uestion. 
x It is a privileged matter. I am told by the Civil Service Com- 
mission that they have received 150 letters from members of Con- 
gress inquiring for the information which the report embraces, 
and which the report, having been already compiled, will fully 
answer. . 

I think it is something that would be very valuable to members 
of the House, and I do not know gay other mode of making it 
available but the method now proposed. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Why not include the proportion of the 
several States in this report? 

Mr. BROSIUS. It: does not include the apportionment by States, 
I will say to the gentleman. That, I suppose, will be embodied in 
the report of the Civil Service Commissioners, which is now «out 
ready. This report has involved a great deal of labor and care 
and will be a valuable document. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Do you give that proportion in the statis- 
tics you have furnished in your speech to-day? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Only to a limited extent. The information 
embodied in this resolution relates to the condition of the service, 
giving a complete list of all positions covered by it. This infor- 
mation, I think, embodied in the resolution presented by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, answers every ee le inquiry the mem- 
bers of the House can make relative to the present state of the civil 


service. » 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. 
The resolution was to. 


On motion of Mr. R CHARDSON, a motion to reconsider the 
last vote was laid on the table. 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I now renew my 
motion that the House adjourn. 

The motion was to. 

The House acco ly (at 3 o’clock and 40 minutes p. m.) ad- 
journed until Tuesday, January 5, 1897, at 12 o’clock m. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
Parise were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 

ollows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Tre: , transmit- 
ting a copy of a communication from the Secretary of War, trans- 
arg k supplemental estimate for appropriation for the support 
of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers for the fis- 
cal year ending June 30, 1898—to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a communi- 
cation from the Chief of Engineers, with an inclosure, recom- 
mending action for the protection of the interests of the United 
States in the sale and disposal of certain lands situated in the 
Chippewa Indian Reservation, in the State of Minnesota—to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and surve 
of Mare Island Strait, California—to the Committee on Rivers an 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a com- 
munication from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, with astate- 
ment of the disbursements made from the several appropriations 
for the Indian Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1896— 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. MARSH, from the Committee 
on the Militia, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 1169) 
entitled ‘‘An act authorizing the perros: of War toissue Spring- 
field rifles to each State and Territory for the National Guar 
thereof, in exchange for other rifles now held,” reported the same 
without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2363); which 
said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. COX, from the Committee on Claims: The bill (S. 1583 
entitled An act for the relief of L. Robert Coates & Co., of Bal- 
timore, Md.” Gs rt No. 2364.) 

By Mr. HURLEY, from the Committee on War Claims: The 
a H. R. 9742) for the relief of Gen. Peter J. Claussen. (Report 

o. 2365.) 

By Mr. MAHON, from the Committee on War Claims: 

A resolution (House Res. No. 463) to refer the bill (H. R. 6622) 
for the relief of the estate of Edward Gallaher, deceased, late of 
Richmond County, Ga., together with all the accompanying 
papers, to the Court of Claims. (Report No. 2366.) 

The ill (H. R. 957) for the relief of Milton F. Colburn, admin- 
istrator of the estate of Gilbert Colburn, deceased, late of Annap- 
olis, Md. (Report No, 2367.) > 

By Mr. WILSON of Ohio, from the Committee on War Claims: 
A resolution (House Res. No. 464) to refer the bill (H. R. 8873) 
for the relief of Clara W. Stagg, widow of Jesse S. Stagg, deceased. 
(Report No. 2368.) 

By Mr. CROWTHER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
755 Lots H. R. 9479) granting a pension to C. H. John. (Report 

o. 2369. 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

The bill (H. R. 9004) to place the name of Charles S. Devine on 
the pension roll. (Report No. 2370.) 

The bill (H. R. 9495) granting a pension to James R. Zearing. 
(Report No. 2371.) 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of E 05 following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. BROWN: A bill (H. R. 9799) to amend an act entitled 
An act to authorize the 5 Western Railway Company 
to construct a bridge across the Tennessee River near Chatta- 
nooga, 83 said company more time in which to i 
oer said bridge—to the Committee on Interstate and 

mmerce. 


and 
oreign 
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By Mr. WATSON of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 9800) to promote the 


safety of railroad employees by the blocking of 
Committee on Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. HEPBURN: A bill (H. R. 9801) authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to effect an adjustment between the United 
States and the Sioux City and Pacific Railway Company in rela- 
tion to certain bonds issued by the United States in aid of the 
8 of said railway to the Committee on Pacific Rail - 
roads. 

By Mr. WELLINGTON: A bill (H. R. 9802) to improve the 
cet service by affording advancement to those in the classified 
service who have been denied advancement through circumstances 
beyond their control—to the Committee on Reform in the Civil 


rvice. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 9803) to amend an act entitled 
“An act authorizing the St. Louis, Oklahoma and Southern Rail- 
way Company to construct and operate a railway through the 
Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, and for other pur- 
poses — to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. MERCER: A bill (H. R. 9804) to amend an act entitled 
An act to authorize and encourage the holding of a transmissis- 
sippi and international exposition at the city of Omaha, in the 
State of Nebraska, in the year 1898,” approved June 10, 1896—to 
the Committee on Pe eee 

By Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire (by request): A bill (H. R. 
3 to promote aerial navigation to the Committee on Military 


airs. 
By Mr. MILLIKEN: A bill (H. R. 9816) to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to acquire square 574 for the erection thereon 
of a building for the Government Printing Office—to the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
By Mr. SAYERS: A joint resolution (H. Res. 225) authorizing 
the Smithsonian Institution to participate in the sition of Gas 


, etc.—to the 


Apparatus and Appliances, to be held in Madison Square Garden, 
New York City, January 27 to February 6, 1897—to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. DENNY: A bill (H. R. 9806) for the relief of Hampton 
Wall, of Amite County, Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of California: A bill (H. R. 9807) to increase 
the pension of James R. McDavitt to $30 per month—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9808) for the relief of Lemuel 
e of Lafourche Parish, La.—to the Committee on War 

ims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9809) for the relief of A. E. and M. E. Good- 
rich—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9810) for the relief of Mrs. Ozeine Boudreau, 
of St. Martin ish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: A bill (H. R. 9811) to remove the charge 
of desertion standing against the military record of Stewart Hodge, 
Company K, Sixty-third Ly Free Pennsylvania Volunteers—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9812) to increase the pension of Harriet J. 
Levis, widow of Hosea J. Levis, late of Company E, One hundred 
and third Ohio Infantry—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9813) to remove the charge of desertion 
standing against the military record of Andrew Donaldson, Com- 
pany F, Second Regiment Pennsylvania Provisional Volunteers 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WASHINGTON: A bill (H. R. 9814) for the relief of 
Sarah McClay, administratrix of Robert McClay, deceased, late of 
Davidson County, Tenn.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. FITZGERALD: A bill (H. R. 9815) for the relief of 
David D. Smith—to the Committee on Claims. 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following 8 and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. HITT: Petition of the California Wool Association, 
favoring the passage of the Dingley tariff bill to the Committee 
on Ways and Means, 

By Mr. JOHNSON of California: Paper to accompany House 
bill to increase the pension of James R. McDavitt—to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 
ae 5 Resolutions of 3 — . — of aes 

$ o, urging Congress to recognize the independence of Cu 
without farther delay—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: Pa to accompany House bill to remove 
the moh i desertion standing against the military record of 
Andrew aldson, Company F, Second Regiment P. lvania 
Provisional Volunteers—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Also, paper to accompany House bill to remove the charge of, 
desertion inst Stewart Hodge. of ce aus K, Sixty-third 
Pennsylvania Volunteers—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, paper to accompany House bill to remove the charge of 
desertion against Andrew Donaldson, of Newcastle, Pa.—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. PITNEY: Petition of citizens of Chatham, N. J., pro- 
posing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SORG: Resolutions adopted at a public meeting of citi- 
zens of Columbus, Ohio, W. S. Taylor, president; also paper of 
Rev. W. M. Bell, of Dayton, Ohio, in behalf of Cuban independ- 
ence—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. WATSON of Ohio: Resolutions of J. C. McCoy Post, 
No. 1, Grand Army of the Republic, of Columbus, Ohio; res- 
olution of Jasper Lodge, No. 579, Knights of Pythias, of Reynolds- 
burg, Ohio, 3 sympathy with Cuba to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. WELLINGTON: Petition of 700 citizens of Hagerstown, 
Md., favoring free Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, petition of Samuel Gantz, of Hagerstown, Md., for com- 
pensation for services—to the Committee on War Claims. 


SENATE. 
TUESDAY, January 6, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of December 22, 1896, was read 
and approved. 
CURRENT SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of State, transmitting the report of Prof, 
Simon Newcomb and Dr. John S. Billings, delegates from this 
country to the International Conference on a Catalogue of Scien- 
tific Literature, held in London, July, 1896, by request of the Royal 
Society, and having for its object an international agreement as to 
the steps necessary to the preparation, editing, and continuous 
publication of the current scientific literature of all countries; 
which, with the accompanying papers, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 


BONDS OF PACIFIC RAILROADS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in response 
to a resolution of December 21, 1896, a report as to the number 
and amount of the bonds of the Pacific railroads which he pur- 
Page to sell as the terms of the advertisement dated December 

6, 1896; the title under which the United States holds said bonds; 
the date of their maturity; the reasons which impelled him to 
advertise the same; the name of the guarantor, and a copy of the 
guaranty bid announced by him; and the authority of law, if any, 
under which the proposed sale is to be made, and what tion 
is to be made of the proceeds of said sale, etc.; which, with the 
spina ie bre papers, was referred to the Committee on Pacific 
Railroads, and ordered to be printed. 

PACIFIC RAILROADS SINKING FUND. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury; which was read, ordered 
to be 1 and referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, 
as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., December 31, 1896. 

SIR: In to a resolution of the Senate of December 10, 1896— 

“That the of the Treasury be directed to send to the Senate a 
con of the account of the amount due the sinking fund of the Central and 


on Pacific railroads on account of subsidies d the Pacific Mail Steam- 


ship Company by said roads and deducted from the gross earnings of said 
roads and charged to operatin py someones which account was transmitted to 
y the Interior on the 5th day of 


I have the honor to state that, after a anions search of the records of this 
9 papers referred to in the above resolution can not be found. 


Respectfully, yours, 
W. E. CURTIS, Acting Secretary. 

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 

CHIEF OF CENSUS DIVISION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a commu-' 
nication from the Secretary of the Interior of the 28th ultimo, | 
submitting an estimate of appropriation for a chief of census 
division for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898; which, with the 
accompanying paper, was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ord to be printed. 


RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS IN OREGON. 
_The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in one to a 
resolution of December 15, 1896, a report of the Chief of Engineers, ' 
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United States Army, relative to the p 


ing of proposed improve- 
ments at Yaquina Bay, Oregon, and the Willamette and Yamhill 
rivers, Oregon; which, with the accompanying papers, was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 


printed 
DISTRIBUTION AND SALE OF DOCUMENTS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a report of 
the clerk in charge of documents of that Department, containing a 
statement of the number of documents received, distributed, and 
sold during the fiscal year ended June 80, 1896; which, with the 
oi arc aa aia report, was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. à 

THE WATER HYACINTH. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 

tion from the Secretary of War, tr: itti i 


ansmitting, in response to a 
resolution of December 15, 1896, the report of the Chief of Engi- 


neers, United States Army, concerning the obstruction of the 
navigable waters of Florida or the other ‘South Atlantic or Gulf 
States by the aquatic plant known as the water hyacinth, etc.; 
Which was read. 

Mr. PASCO. Task that the communication be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FRYE. Let it be printed, too. 

Mr. PASCO. Les; let it be printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 

Mr. PASCO subsequently said: I ask that the order with refer- 
ence to printing the r t on the water hyacinth be modified so 
as to exclude the printing of the plates. Let the report be printed 
without the plates accompanying it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair calls the attention of the 
Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE] to the request of the Senator 
from Florida, 

Mr. FRYE. My opinion coincides entirely with that of the 
Senator from Florida. I do not think there is any necessity to 
print the plates, because it would take a great deal of time and 
would do no — —.— good. : 

The VICE-P. IDENT. Without objection, the order to print 
will be so modified. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secre of Agriculture. 5 the annual 
report of the Bureau of Animal Industry for the year ended 
June 30, 1896; which, with the accompanying report, was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, and ordered to be 


printed 
FISHERIES OF THE INDIAN RIVER, FLORIDA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid ‘before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries, transmitting a 
report of an investigation of the condition of the fisheries of the 
Indian River, Florida; which, with the pela pes tel yd paper, was 
referred to the Committee on Fisheries, and ordered to be printed. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate eighteen commu- 
nications from the Secretary of State, transmitting,in pursnance 
of the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, certified copies of 
the final ascertainment of theelectorsfor President and Vice-Pres- 
ident for the States of Kentucky, West Virginia, South Carolina, 
Texas, Nebraska, North Dakota, Idaho, Florida, Massachusetts, 
‘Wisconsin, Minnesota, Vermont, Wyoming. Montana, Maine, 
Colorado, Washington, and Michigan; which were ordered to lie 
on the table. : 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not know whether it is usual to publish 
these certified copies. Ishould like to have information, if ‘the 
‘Chair can give it to me, as to whether they are usually published. 

eld 1 — Chair is advised 5 
usual to publish them. e ‘the Secretary 
transmit them to the President of the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My impression is that they ought to be 


Printed. 

‘The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays them before the Sen- 
ate and they are placed on file. They are not printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I shall not e any motion in regard to 
them. I think they ought to be printed, however. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair will entertain the motion 
of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will withhold it for the present. 

Mr. FRYE. The others received were not printed, but were 


Beaty ie on the table. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I withhold my motion. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT, The communications are laid before 
the Senate for the Senate to take such action as it may desire. 
JOHN KEHL, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the request of the 
‘House of Representatives for a copy of the Senate amendment to 


the bill (H. R. 1261) for the relief of John Kehl and to restore 
him to his former rating, to replace the original y of the 
amendment, which was lost; and by unanimous consent the request 
was ordered to be complied with. 

. MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills, in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 8053) granting a pension to Alice Gard; 

A bill H. R. 8850) to amend an act passed at the first session of 
the Fifty-fourth Congress entitled An act to grant to railroad 
companies in Indian Territory additional power to secure depot 
grounds, and to correct alignments;” and 

A bill (H. R. 9648) making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the House had a con- 
current resolution providing for the printing of 1,500 copies of the 
compilation of the statistics showing the exact state of the classi- 
fied and unclassified parts of the executive civil service of the 
United States, so arranged as to include positions by Depart- 
ments, offices, and commissions, with subdivisions by grades, the 
compilation containing a complete list of all itions. whether 
classified by compensation, whether appoin by the President 
solely-or by confirmation by the Senate, etc.; in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker of the House 
had signed the following enrolled bills and joint resolution; and 
they were thereupon signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 1265) for the relief of Emmart, Dunbar & Co.; 
es bill (S. 1276) granting an increase of pension to John L. 


A bill (S. 1631) granting a pension to Emeline Filgate; 

A bill (S. 1881) granting a pension to Lydia Chapman; 

A bill (S. 1883) to grant a pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, 
widow of Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve; 

A bill (S. 2711) 5 pension to Ira Harris; 

A bill (H. R. 3139) for the relief of M. R. William Grebe; 

A bill (H. R. 9206 for the relief of Henry A. F. Worth; 

A bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issuing and loaning of the 
ensigns, flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the 
purpose of decorating the streets of the city of Washington on 
ene of inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of March, 1897; 
an 2 

A joint resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of 
the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled “An act to repeal section 
61 of ‘An act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Gov- 
gg and for. other purposes, which became a law August 

1894. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of sundry citizens 
of Vernon, Ind., praying for the adoption of an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States izing the Deity; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented petitions of sundry citizens of Colesburg, 
Towa, praying for the enactment of legislation excluding from the 
mails newspapers giving accounts of suicides; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce of 

ukee, Wis., praying for the pamengo of the so-called Torrey 
ag aig eee bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
presented:a petition of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Milwaukee, Wis., praying Congress to z the independence 
of Cuba; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. HOAR. I the memorial of Charles Francis Adams, 

resident, and 10 other gentlemen, members of the council of the 
A aseachouotes Historical Society, remonstrating against the de- 
struction of the United States frigate Constitution, and praying 
that adequate provision be imm tely made for renewing that 
ship and hereafter preserving her; and that when renewed she 
may be placed at the Washington Navy- Yard, and thereafter kep 
in complete repair and used as.a naval museum. f 

This petition is very brief, about as brief as I could state it if I 
undertook to make a compact statement of its contents under the 
rule. Ires ully ask that the petition be read in full. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

To the Senate and House-of Representatives of the United States: 


Your memorialists, representing the Massachusetts Historical Society, and 
ing under instructions from it, would om gram thut it has come to the 
that the U. S. frigate Constitution, now lyingat the 

and lack of adequate rene 
‘practically rebuilt-or broken 


1897. 
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The oldest society of the kind in America, the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, and the frigate Constitution are almost coeval; for, while this society 
Was g oung in years, the Constitution was launched from the ways of a 
wharf in still named “Constitution Wharf! in . 5 5 5 memory of 
the event: and when, in 1829, her destruction was ordered, it was the spirited 
lyric.of Oliver Wendell Holmes, subsequently for many years a prominent 
mem the society, which led to the revocation of the order and the pres- 
ervation of the historic ship. lassachusetts Historical ‘Society thus 
feels a peculiar and almost personal interest in and reverence for the te 


Constitution. 
esent that .an ‘historical interest 


Your memorialists would further 
attaches to the Constitution which a es to no other ship in the maritime 
annals of the asserted 


of ing race in America; for it has been: 
‘by an American. n that it was the broadsides of the Constitution which, 
on the 20th day of August, 1812, in the conflict with the British juer- 
rière, in the space of one short half hour, elevated the United States into the 
rank of a firs power. The Constitution is also in the d of 
thun which none in 


tho „ with feats of devotion and: 
our naval 


ees, W, jz 


pon attaches to the equally old, we hardly more famous, line-of-bat- 
tle ship Victory, which bore the flag of Nelson at Trafalgar. 
nder these circumstances your memorialists would y that ad te 
Provision be immediately made for renewing the Constitution-and for here- 
ther, Sopra as she ever will, a form of naval archi- 
ot. associated, as she is and ever must be, with many of 
cherished recollections of the American The Fictoryis care 
Tully ted by Great Britain as an historical relic of Te res pagent 
and a ä and the American people regard the Constitution as to 
them in no way less pasa 3h 
Under the instructions of the society they 
constituting the council of that society, would 


le. 


rican 
in the ions she must forever recall, and ‘that, like ctory at 
Portsmouth. she be then hereafter kept in complete repair and used asa 

naval museum, open to all. 
And your memorialists Will ever 
CHARLA 


SAMUEL 

CHARLES C. SMITH, Treasurer. 

SAM'L V. MoCELENNY, Cabinet Keeper, 
2 CHARLES R. CODMAN. 

THORNTON K. LOTHR 


OP. 
A. LAWRENCE ‘LOWELL. 


Mr. HOAR. I move that the petition be printed as a document, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR presented the memorial of Mrs. A. J. Clifford and 
244 other citizens of Boston. Mass., and a memorial of sundry citi- 
zens of usetts, remonstrating against the passage of the 
so-called Loud ‘bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Daniel Burt and 16 other citi- 
zens of Springfield, Mass., praying for the enactment of legislation 
prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors within the Capitol and 

pitol Grounds; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. ` 2 

He also presented a petition of the First Free Baptist Christian 
Endeavor Society, of „Mass., praying for the enactment of 
legislation prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. MORRILL presented a petition of members of the Society 
of Colonial Dames of America, praying for the inco tion of 
the name National Society of Colonial Dames of America,” 
‘as contained in Senate bill No. 3087; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Library. 5 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Ohio State Medical 
Society, praying for the passage of Senate bill No. 3127, to provide 
for the examination of immigrants at ports of debarkation; which 
was referred to the Committee on igration. 

He also ao a petition of the instructors and students of 
the Ohio Normal University, of Ada, Ohio; a petition of the exec- 
utive committee of the Republican party of Cuyahoga County, 
‘Ohio, and a petition of the board of education of e 
Ohio, praying Congress to recognize the independence of ‘Cuba; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Hie also presented resolutions. in the nature of a petition 
adopted at a mass meeting of citizens of Delhi, Home City, and 
Fernbank, ‘Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation reliev- 

ing the suffering Armenians in Turkey; which was referred to 

the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a memorial of the Ohio State Medical Society, 
remonstrating against the passage of Senate bill No. 1552,for the 
further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Colum- 
bia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorials of Edward R. Waite, editor 
of the Cycling News, of Toledo; of Webster Bros., publishers of 
the Democrat, of Defiance; of Webster Bros., publishers of the 
News, of Defiance; of E. B. Lewis, publisher of the Free Press, 
of Fredericktown; of Will E. Osborn & Son, publishers of the 
Triweekly Bee, of Antwerp; of Walter Hartpence, publisher of 


the News, of Harrison; of R. F. Paine, publisher of the Press. of 
Cleveland; of H. N. Clemens, publisher of the Buckeye Trail, 
of ‘Cleveland; of C. P. Godfrey, publisher of the Gazette, of 
Ottowa; of Sam C. Scott, publisher of the et, of New Water- 
ford; of R. C. Shanover, publisher of the Weekly Review, of 
Wilmot; of McClung & Hinkle, publishers of the Herald, of Jack- 
son; of Kenyon, publisher of the Reporter, of West Union; of 
A. C. Gorsuch, publisher of the News, of Woodville; of D. N. Belt, 
publisher of the News, of Thornville; of O. T. Corson, publisher 
of the Ohio Educational Monthly, of Columbus; of Mast, Crowell 
. atrick, publishers of the Farm and Fireside and Woman's 
0 mion, of Springfield; of C. C. Waddle, publisher of 
the Chillicothe Daily News and Ross County Register, of Chilli- 
cothe; of A. R. De Fluent, publisher of the Doylestown Journal, 
of Doylestown; of J. P. Coates, manager of the Daily News, of 
Toledo; of H. C. Ray and E. H. Irwin, publishers of the Herald, 
of New Madison; of Jackson & ‘Cooke, publishers of the Market 
Review and Farm Journal, of Akron; of the News and Tel ph 
Se Feer publishers of the Hamilton (Ohio) y 
News, of Hamilton; of A. E. Hough, editor of the Gazette, of 
Hillsboro; of E. W. Otwell, publisher of the Journal, of Green- 
ville; of J. O. Ochiltree, editor of the Daily Evening Press, of 
Dayton; of Marshall & Beveridge, publishers of the Republican, 
of Xenia; of A. I. Root & Co., publishers.of the Gleanings in Bee 
Culture, of Medina; of the Oatman Printing Company, publishers 
of the Massillon Gleaner, of Massillon; of Ernest Beach. publisher 
of Plain City Advocate, of Plain City; of the Williams Publishing 
and Electric Company, of Cleveland; of Robert Bandlin, mana- 
ger of the Cleveland Citizen, of Cleveland; and of sundry news- 
ealers and ‘booksellers of Cincinnati, all im the ‘State of Ohio, 
remonstrating against the of the so-called Loud bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Connnittee:on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
Mr. BERRY presented a memorial of s 
Rock, Ark., remonstrating against withdrawing the appropria- 
tion for the maintenance of the Hot Springs Hospital; Which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
the Arkansas River Deep Water 


He also presented a petition. = 
ing that an appropriation 
improvement of the Arkan- 


Convention, of Fort Smith, Ark., 
be anade for the continuance of 
sas River; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of sundry citizens and business 
men of Van Buren, Ark., remonstrating against granting further 
time to the Fort Smith and Van Buren Light and Transit Com- 
pany in which to build a bridge across the Arkansas River at that 
* which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

e also presented a petition of the board of directors of the 
Commercial League of Fort Smith, Ark., praying Congress to 
7 the independence of Cuba; Which was ed to lie on 
the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Arkansas River Improve- 
ment Convention, of-Fort Smith, Ark., praying that an appropria- 
tion be made for the purpose of defraying the ot cutting 
a channel 120 fest wide and 26 feet deep through Sabine Lake; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HARRIS presented memorials of Cayoc & Turner, publish- 
ers of the Mail and Printing Pamphlet, of Martin; of William 
ese 3 a See Hartsville; of E. C. Rolin - 

pu er anderbi erver (college magazine) 
Fanderbilt University of Nashville: of B. F. Haynes, ublisher 
of the Tennessee Methodist, of Nashville; of W. Miller, pub- 
lisher of the Waverly Sentinel, of Waverly; of J. W. N. Burkett, 
ee of the Jackson Daily Sun, of Jackson; of the Review 

blishing Coney, 8 of the Review, of Knoxville; of 
Deering J. Roberts, M. D., publisher of the Southern Practitioner, 
of Nashville of Watts & Co., publishers of Good Reading, of 
South Berlin; of P. J. Hanifin & Co., publishers of the Coo 
tive Detective and Police Journal, of Nashville: of Frank L. Forn- 
shell, publisher of the Herald and Tribune, of Jonesboro; of 
W. M. Goodman, publisher of the Farm Magazine, of Knoxville; 
of the Ruskin Cooperative Association, publishers of the Coming 
Nation, of Ruskin; and of Henry H. Dukes, publisher of the New- 
port ee Newport, he the pennone REE e eee 
ing e passage of the 80 · III, relating to sec- 
5 matter; which were referred to the emits on 
Post-Offices.and ‘Post-Roails. 

Mr, COCKRELL presented resdlutions adopted by the Com- 
mercial Club of Kansas City, Mo., favoring the enactment of legis- 
lation looking tothe opening of the Indian Territory to settlement; 
a eg eee to mno Toe gies on Indian Affairs. 

He presented resolutions adopted at a public meeting of 
‘citizens of Sedalia, Mo., and a petition of the Ministers’ Union of 
Kansas City, Mo., and Kansas City, Kans., praying Congress to 


= e independence of Cuba; which were ordered to lie on 
He also presented a memorial of the Cotton Exchange of St. 
Louis, Mo., remo: ing against the ition of the inde- 


mstrating 
pendence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table, 


He also presented memorials of C. F. Ridings, of the Meadville 
Messenger, of Meadville; of N. J. Stanley, of the Haymaker, of 
Kansas City; of W. F. B. Goforth, of the Intelligencer, of Iberia; 
of W. R. Littell, of the Independent, of Tarkio; of A. C. Talley, 
of the Southwest News, of Greenfield; of Thomas R. Green, of the 
Lutesville Banner, of Lutesville; of A. J. Slack, of the Crawford 
County Democrat, of Steelville; of Goss & McEntire, of the 
Nevada Director, of Nevada; of D. B. Dorsey, of the Braymer Bee, 
of Braymer; of J. S. Webb, of the Waverly Times, of Waverly; 
of W. B. Rogers, of the Republican, of Trenton; of John F. Mar- 
tin, of the Daily and Weekly Enterprise, of Charleston; of Pear- 
son-Allendorph Manufacturing Company, of the Western De 
Journal, of City; of the Barrick Publishing Company, of 
the Kansas City Packer, of Kansas City; of Charles Fillmore, of 
the Unity, of Kansas City; of T. G. Wiler, publisher, Kansas 
City; of A. T. Still, M. D., of the Journal of Osteopathy, of Kirks- 
ville; of John B. Harris, of the Review Ruxvasse, of Callaway 
County; of J. H. Bode, of the Demokrat, of St. Charles; of Robert 
N. e, of the Monitor, of St. Charles; of the St. Louis Tribune 
Company; of Charles W. Lucas, of the National Threshermen 
and Tanners of Kansas City; of the Times Publishing Company 
and the Kansas City Times, of Kansas City; of E. J. Orr, of the 
People’s Record, of Marshall; of Daniel J. Carey and sundry 
other newsdealers and booksellers, of Kansas City, all in the 
State of Missouri, and of James B. Goode, editor of the News at 
Lemont, Lockport, Spring Forest, and Summit, III., remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CALL presented the memorials of E. T. Robinson, M. D., 
publisher of the Atlas, of Port Orange, Fla.; of W. D. Williams, 
publisher of the Holmes County Advertiser, of Westville, Fla.; 
of M. D. Cushing, publisher of the Southern Pythian, of Tampa, 
Fla., and of J. T. Ball, Key West Advertiser, of Key West, Fla., 
remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Lond bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CALL. I present a communication in the nature of a 
petition from W. S. Norwood, of Titusville, Fla., and one from 
the East Coast Company, of Miami, Fla., relative to the Perrine 
land grant. I move that the communications be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CALL. I present a petition from the Society of Colonial 
Dames of America, with an accompanying letter from Mrs, An- 
gelica E. Gamble, of Tallahassee, Fla., praying that a charter be 

anted to the National Society of the Colonial es of America. 
8 that the communication and accompanying letter be 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PASCO presented the memorial of Dr. E. T. Robinson, 
publisher of The Atlas, of Port Orange,» Fla., remonstratin 

inst the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 4 

He also presented the petition of the Florida Division of the 
United Confederate Veterans, praying for the enactment of legis- 
lation relieving the sufferings of the Cubans, and expressin 
sympathy with them in their struggle for freedom and independ- 
ence; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FRYE presented a petition of the Saco Valley Local Union 
of Christian Endeavor, of Saco Valley, Maine, praying for the 
enactment of legislation for the relief of the suffering Armenians 
in Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

He also presented memorials of the Lisbon Falls Fiber Com- 

ny; of the Bowdoin Paper Manufacturing Company; of the 

tar Publishing Company, of Rockland; of the 5 Paper 
Company; of Ladd Bros., of Dexter; of Herbert W. Rowe, of Ban- 

or; of W. A. Newcomb, of Augusta; of F. Leon Gage, of Skow- 

egan; of D. H. Knowlton & Co., of Farmington; of Theo. Cary, 
of Houlton; of George H. Gilman, of Houlton; of M. N. Rich, of 
Portland, and of W. M. & A. C. Ladd, of Fairfield, all in the 
State of Maine, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CULLOM presented the memorials of F. A. Brandecker, 
publisher of Kathalisches Wochenblatt, Chicago; of B. W. Baker, 
publisher of The Chaddock, goe of A. Geavenhorst, publisher 
of Volksblatt, Effingham; of M. e, | rage of Duquoin 
Evening Call, Duquoin; of D. J. Brink, publisher of the Review, 
Coalsburg; of W. L. Puterbaugh. publisher of Carroll County 
Mirror; of A. L. Langdon, publisher of Saturday Review, 

nincy; of J. C. Colllins, publisher of Mason County Record, 

Jose; of D. M. Harkrader, publisher of the Alexis Argus, 
Alexis; of J. B. Martin, publisher of The Enterprise, Homer; of 
E. G. Mendenhall, publisher of Our Horticultural Visitor, Kin- 
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mundy; of James A, Fahs, panana of Hinckley Review, Hinck- 
ley; of W. I. Larash, publisher of The PANY and. Weekly Citizen, 
Rushville; of the Germania Printing and Publishing Comany, 
Quincy; of Saul & Stinson, publishers of the Daily Leader, Pon- 
tiac; of C. W. Bliss, publisher of Montgomery News, Hillsboro; 
of John Trainer, editor and publisher of The Lesson Leaf, De- 
catur; of George R. Haines, publisher of Baylis Guide, Baylis; 
of J. Van Sot bre publisher of Plaindealer, McHenry; of M. J. 
Hartnett, pu lisher of Shawnee News, Shawneetown; of Frank 
M. Mungle, publisher of The Poultry Churn, Dekalb; of Wil- 
liams & Gooves, publishers of Rankin Independent, Rankin; 
of A. Paessler, publisher of Volksblatt, Joliet, and of Charles E. 
Blankinship, publisher of The Pataka News, Pataka, all in the 
State of Illinois, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented . in the nature of peti- 
tions, from Judge R. S. Tuthill, of Chicago; from Wilkinson & 
Onstott, of Petersburg; from J. Millikin & Co., of Decatur; from 
Lobdell, Farwell & Co., of Chicago; from James Wilde, jr., & Co. 
of Chicago; from A. M. Corwin, of Chicago; from C. P. Kimball 
& Co., of Chicago; from Snow & Watkins, of Sheldon; from Pit- 
kin & Brooks, of Chicago; from The D. H. Ranck Publishing 
Company of Chicago; from Henry C. areon: of Chicago; from 
S. Gerber & Son, of Argenta; from William T. Robertson, of 
Rockford; from J. J. Glessner, of Chicago; from the Illinois State 
Press Association; from the Agricultural Press League; from the 
Associated Trade Press; from the American Trade Press Associ- 
ation, and from the American Newspaper Publishers’ Association, 
all in the State of Ilinois, praying for the passage of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MCMILLAN presented the petition of Rey. James H. Potts, 
of the Michigan Christian Advocate, of Detroit, Mich., praying for 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Wayne County Medical 
Society, of Detroit, Mich., remonstrating against the passage of 
the bill to restrict the pracitce of vivisection in the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Michigan Society of Sons of 
the American Revolution, of Detroit, Mich., praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation provi for the publication of Revolutionary 
archives; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

He also presented a petition of Welsh Post, No. 137, Grand 
Army of the eae of Ann Arbor, Mich., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Pickler pension bill; which was refer to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of the officers representing the Gur- 
ley Memorial Presbyterian church, of Washington, D. C., praying 
for the passage of Senate bill No. 1498, to raise the age of protec- 
tion for girls in the District of Columbia to 18 years; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented the memorials of the Washington News Com- 
es andsundry other booksellers and newsdealers of Washington, 

. C.; of James R. Taylor, of the Romulus Roman, of Romulus 
Mich.; of Orville Dennis, of the McBain Chronicle, of McBain; o 
the angas Publishing Company, of the Angelus, of Detroit; of 
E. H. h, of The Bookkeeper, of Detroit; of N. L. Martin, of 
The Sault Ste. Marie Herald, of Sault Ste. Marie: of the Nivison 
Estep Company; of Zeeland Record, of Zeeland; of Chester Wood, 
of the Lansing Review, of Lansing; of Alfred S. Sewall, of the 


Michigan Independent, of Buchanan; of D. H. Bower, of the ` 


Buchanan Record, of Michigan; of George S. Stout, of the Plain 
Dealer, of Lake City; of William H. Marvin, of the Utica Sentinel, 
of Utica; of H. M. Pernin, of Pernin’s Monthly Stenographer, of 
Detroit; of Olof Olson, of the Baneret, of Muskegon; of Scheffer & 
Zuiderveld, of the Vryheids Banier, of Grand Rapids; of Martin 
& Wuizburg, of the Germania, of Grand Rapids; of I. J. Good- 
man, of the Journal, of White Pigeon; of J. C. Sherman & Son, 
of the Vermontville Echo, of Vermontville; of D. W. Kunker- 
backer of the Homer Index, of Homer; and of Thomas W. Brewer, 
of the Livingston Herald, of Howell, all in the State of Michigan, 
remonstrating 1 the passage of the so-called Loud bill, re- 
lating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Michigan State Horticultural 
Society, of Grand Rapids, Mich., praying that an amendment of 
the tariff laws be e relative to summer fruits, vegetables, and 
nursery stock which are shipped into the United States from Canada 
free of duty; which wasreferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SHOUP presented the petition of P. H. Bell and 10 other 
citizens of Idaho, and the petition of George Holbrook, sr., and 
87 other citizens of Boise County, Idaho, praying for ass gone: 
of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which were ref to the 
Committee on Finance. 


1897. 


Mr. BURROWS presented resolutions adopted by the Michigan 
State Horticultural Society at its annual meeting held in the city 
of Grand Rapids, December 2, 1896, favoring protective legisla- 
tion for fruit growers and farmers whose products come into 
competition with Canadian products; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by Welch Post, No. 137, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Ann Arbor, Mich., praying for 
the passage of the so-called Pickler pension bill; which were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of L. J. Nixon and 29. other wool- 
growers of Eaton 3 Mich., praying for the passage of the 
so-called Dingley tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of B. F. Browne and 8 other 
newspaper publishers of Michigan, and of John D. S. Hanson, 
poinar of the Hart (Mich. ) Journal, and 15 other publishers of 

ichigan, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of James H. Potts, D. D., pub- 
lisher of the Michigan Christian Advocate, praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of the town council of Stock- 
ton, N. J., praying for the enactment of legislation recognizing 
the belligerency of the Cubans in their struggle for independence; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorials of the Methodist Publishin, 
Company, of Camden; of David 1 78 of the Morris Jo y 
of Dover; of Schultz & Pilgrim, Willanen Daily News and War- 
ren Democrat, of Phillipsburg; of Benjamin Patterson, Monitor- 
Register, Morristown; of E. S. Allen, secretary Knickerbocker 
Guide Company, publisher of Travelers’ Railroad Guide; of Alonzo 
Chamberlain, News-Letter, Hasbrouck Heights, and of August 
Koehler, Orange Sonntags Blatt, of Orange, all in the State of 
New Jersey, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-classmail matter; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PEFFER presented a memorial of the Free Silver Club, of 
Solomon, Kans., remonstrating against the removal of Federal offi- 
cers on account of their support of their own party ticket in the 
late campaign;” which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorials of T. L. Newcomb, of Pomona, 
Kans,; of y J. Henley, of Clyde, Kat.; of D. S. Gilmore, of Ad- 
mire, Kans., and of Celsus S. Lamb, of the Daily Eclipse, of Par- 
sons, Kans., remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating tosecond-class mail matter; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CLARK presented the petition of Walter B. Cowen and 33 
other citizens of W yoming, praying for the passage of the so-called 
Paid tariff bill; which was referred to the Committee on 

nance. 

He also presented the memorial of John B. Wallace, publisher, 
of Carbon, Wyo., remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of A. T. Seymour and 116 other 
citizens of Wyoming, ye ing for the enactment of legislation pro- 
viding for the entry of oil lands; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GEAR presented a petition of the Honey Creek Quarterly 
Meeting of Friends’ Church of New Providence, Iowa, praying for 
the enactment of legislation raising the age of protection for girls 
in the District of Columbia to 18 years; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also ponya a memorial of the Honey Creek Quarterly 
Meeting of Friends’ Church of New Providence, Iowa, remon- 
strating against the selling of liquor in Government buildings; 
3 Bales referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 

rounds. 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of the Northampton Board 
of Trade, of Northampton, Mass., praying for the establishment 
of a department of commerce and manufactures; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Congregational Club of 
Boston, „ Temonstrating against the sale of intoxicating 
liquors in the 8 building; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He e a petition of the Massachusetts State Phar- 
maceutical Association, praying that alcohol used in the arts be 
0850 free of duty; Which was referred to the Committee on 

inance. 

He also presented a petition of the Society of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, praying that Mrs. Irena Wilkinson Gib- 
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son be allowed a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of sundry churches of Massa- 
chusetts, remonstrating against the sale of liquors in all buildings 
owned by the United States Government; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 

Healso presented the petitions of sundry manufacturers of mats 
and matting in the United States, praying tor the retention of spe- 
cific duties; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented memorials of Procter Bros., publishers of 
Cape Ann’s Weekly Advertiser, Gloucester, Mass.; of 243 news- 
paper and bookselling firms of Boston, Mass.; of the Daily Enter- 
eat of Brockton; of the Contributor, of Boston; of the Missionary 

erald, of Boston; of the Wheelwoman, of Boston; of the Enter- 
World, of Boston; of the 


prise, of Marlboro; of the Bicycli 
Advertiser, of Fall River; of the In 5 of Ipswich; of the 
Cape Cod Independent and Falmouth Enterprise, of Falmouth; of 
John M. Wallace, the News, of Woburn; of the Bubiers Pub- 


lishing Company, of Lynn; of John S. Lewis, of Stoneham; of 
Daniel G. Hitchcock, of Warren; of Allen Lindsey, of Marblehead; 
of the Lawrence Tel m, of Lawrence; of Education, of Boston; 


of the Everett Herald, of Everett: of the Record, of Stoughton; of 
the Tribune, of Lowell; of the Columbian, of Boston; of the Old 
Colony Memorial, of Plymouth; of the Business Folio, of Boston; 
of the Leader, of Boston; of the True Light, of Holyoke; of the 
New England Druggist, of Boston; of the Evening News, of Taun- 
ton; of Dr. Edward Hartshorn, of Boston; of the Guardian, of Bos- 
ton; of A. C. Hodges, of Buckland, publisher of four religious papers 
in Massachusetts; of the Commercial Bulletin, of Boston; of the 
Banker and Tradesman, of Boston, and of the Popular Education, 
of Boston, all in the State of Massachusetts, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
Sere which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 

os à 
Mr. MCBRIDE presented a petition of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Astoria, ome praying that an appropriation be made 
for theimprovement of the harbor at thatcity; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BAKER presented a petition of the Union Veterans’ e 
of Kansas City, Kans., praying for the adoption of the so-called 
Cameron resolution, with reference to the independence of the 
Island of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin e a petition of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis., praying for the passage of 


the so-called Torrey bankruptcy bill; which was ordered to lie on 


the table. 


He also presented a petition of the Federated Trades Council of 
Milwaukee, Wis., praying for the enactment of legislation grant- 
ing belligerent rights to the Cuban insurgents; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Milwaukee, Wis., remonstrating against the adoption of the so- 
called Cameron resolutions in relation to the independence of the 
Island of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented memorials of Heyrman & Kuypers, pub- 
lishers of the Brown County Democrat and De W 
Depere; of Ellaison & Berray, publishers of Wanshara Argus, 
Wautoma; of Robert N. Schilling, publisher of Milwaukee Ad- 
vance; of Henry E. Voight, publisher of Der Gefiuegel Zuechter, 
Wausau; of R. H. Johnson, publisher of the Central Wisconsin, 
Wausau; of A. W. Horn, publisher of the News, Cedarburg; of 
W. A. Colman, publisher of the Vilas County News, Eagle River; 
of John Smith, publisher of De Gids, Depere; of Grant H. Law-. 
ton, publisher of the Gazette, Whitewater; of F. B. Grigg, pub- 
lisher of the Wave, West Superior; of C. E. Mears, publisher of 
Polk County Press, Osceola; of Short & Woolverton, publishers 
of Brandon Times, Brandon; of Cassius L. Coward, publisher of 
the Times, Waupun; of Ant. Novak, publisher of Dema’cuost, 
Milwaukee; of 8. W. Brown, publisher of the Journal, West 
Salem; of Frank E. Noyes, publisher of Daily and Weekly Eagle, 
Marinette; of B. F. Parker, publisher of International Good 
Templar, Milwaukee; of H. J. Desmond, publisher of the Catholic 
Citizen, Milwaukee; of Charles Bancroft, manager of the Wiscon- 
sin News Company, and of sundry other citizens of Milwaukee, 
all in the State of Wisconsin, remonstrating against the passage 
of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


ads. 
Mr. PLATT presented a memorial of the Christian Endeavor 
Society of Abington, Conn., remonstrating against the sale of 
liquors in the Capitol building; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
He also presented the memorials of John W. Waters. publisher 
of the Morning Dispatch, of New Britain; of James R. Bolton 
& Co., Mother's Journal, New Haven; William N. Hamilton, New 
England Fancier, Danielson; of C. H. Scholey, the Shore Line 
Times, Guilford; of H. Loether, Neue Zeitung, Waterbury; of 
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A. E. Loveland. Yale Medical Journal, New Haven, and of D. J. 
Moseley, the Religious Herald, of Hartford, all in the State of Con- 
necticut, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BLANCHARD presented the memorials of William F. Ray, 
St. Bernard Voice, of Arabi; of J. X. Gihuire, Sugar Planters’ Jour- 
nal, of New Orleans, of Eaton & Mains, Southwestern Christian 
Advocate, of New Orleans, and of Parey Bros., Bunkie Leader, of 
Bunkie, all in the State of Louisiana, remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 


Post-Roads. 
THE RAMIE INDUSTRY. 

Mr. PERKINS. By request I present a certain statement con- 
taining valuable information in relation to the ramie industry. I 
ask that it be printed as a public document. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS, ETC, 

Mr. HALE. I present a memorandum on the method of the 
recognition of foreign governments and D piatan by the Gov- 
ernment of the Uni States from 1789 to 1896. I ask that it be 
printed us a document. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 3370) granting a pension to Emily E. 
8 reported it with amendments, and submitted a report 


n. 

Mr. SHOUP (for Mr. GALLINGER), from the same committee, to 
‘whom was referred the bill (S. 3407) granting a pension to Am- 
brose J. Vanarsdel, reported it without amendment, and submit- 
ted a thereon. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 3035) nting a pension 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Gnash, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 6878) for the relief of Eliza J. Holman, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

— 2 also, Boos the a eee re whom was conan ma 
(H. R. 3877) granting a pension enderson Marple, repor 
it without amendment, and submitted u report thereon. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. CALL introduced a bill (S. 3472) granting a pension to 
Laura Barnes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3473) granting a ion to John 
R. Roback; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3474) granting a ee gr to James 
L. Colding; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying paper, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLARK introduced a bill (S. 3475) to anthorize the entry 
and patenting of lands containing petroleum and other mineral 
oils under the placer-mining laws of the United States; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 


ands. . 

Mr. MORRILL (by request) introduced a bill (S. 3476) to regu- 
late expert testimony in the courts of the District of Columbia; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PEFFER introduced a bill (S. 3477) to remove the charge 
of desertion from the military record of William H. Linton; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 


est Affairs. 

e also introduced a bill (S. 3478) to improve the banking sys- 
tem, to secure depositors against loss, to provide safe depositories 
for the people’s savings, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice iA its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 3479) authorizing the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia to charge a fee for the 
issuance of transcripts from the records of the health ener’: 
ment; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the - 

mittee on the District of Columbia. ; 

Mr. SHOUP introduced a bill (S. 3480) to better define and reg- 
ulate the rights of aliens to hold and own real estate in the Ter- 
ritories; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (S. 3481) to provide for the 
purchase of a site and the erection of a public building thereon 
at Joplin, in the State of Missouri; which was read twice by its 
2 — referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 

TEUN 


Mr. PROCTOR introduced a bill (S. 3482) to amend the act to 
incorporate the Washington Market Company, approved May 20, 
1870; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, 

He also introduced a bill (S. es open a street through 
block 205, from Fourteenth street to Fifteenth street northwest, 
concurrent with the streets in the adjacent blocks called Wallach 
place and Caroline street,and for other purposes; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committes on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3484) for the relief of John 
Burns; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims, 

Mr. McMILLAN introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 185) giv- 
ing authority for the erection of overhead wires for the ilumina- 
tion of the city of Washington during the inaugural ceremonies, 
March, 1897; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 


the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


IMPRISONMENT OF JULIO SANGUILLY. 


Mr. CALL. Isubmit two resolutions, which I ask may be read 
and printed and lie over under the rule until to-morrow morning, 
when I shall submit some observations u them. 

The following resolution was read, and ordered to lie over and 
to be printed: cf 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
requested to send to the Senate, either in open or secret session, as he may 
prefer, if, in his opinion, not incompatible with the public interest, all the 
correspondence and reports of the meral of the United States at 
Habana relating to the arrest, imprisonment, trial, and condemnation to per- 
petual imprisonment in chains of Julio Sanguilly, a citizen of the United 
States, by the authorities of Spain in Cuba. 

The e e resolution was read, and ordered to 
lie over and to be printed: 

Whereas Julio Sanguilly, an American citizen, arrested in his home in 

the day before the outbreak of the present insurrection, has ben 
confined in his cell in the Cabanas prison for the past twenty-three months; 


and 
Whereas the lawyer who defended him in his first trial has also been im- 
p in said prison; and 
ereas his principal witness, Lopez Coloma, was shot in said prison by 
— 1 of the Saree 1g authorities immediately preceding the second trial of 
nguilly; a 
Whereas the attorney who conducted the proceedings in the appeal before 
the authorities at rid has since been deprived his office and emolu- 
panto attached thereto by the authorities at in consequence thereof; 
an 
Whereas the said Julio agp ores been tried and condemned to per- 
petual imprisonment in chains, without evidence against him and without the 
rtunity of defense: Therefore, . 
c ned by the Senate and House of Representatives yA the United States 
in Congress assembled, That the ent of the United States be instructed 
Yy, with permission 


t 
to demand the immediate releagg of the said Julio Sanguill 
The concurrent resolution was changed to a joint resolution 
& R. 186) instructing the President to demand the release of 
ulio Sanguilly; which was read twice by its title. 
AMENDMENT TO DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CHANDLER submitted an amendment intended to be pe 
posed by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Civil Service and Retrenchment, 
and ordered to be printed. 

NORTH AMERICAN COMMERCIAL COMPANY. 

Mr. PETTIGREW submitted the following resolution; which 

was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed 
to furnish for the information of the Senate a detailed statement of the pub- 
lic revenue derived from the North American Commercial Company in its 


annual settlements with the Treasur: 8 for the exclusive privi- 
leges which the terms of the of the seal islands of ka 
dated May 1 5 ving in detail the reason why only $1,100 is returned 
in his annual for 1896 as 


the gross receipts from that com: for the 
90,000 seal skins In 189. 8 = 


STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE. 
Mr. ALDRICH submitted the following resolution, which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That 2,000 copies of the Stand: Rules of the Senate, with the 
index, be printed and bound in paper . — for the use of the Senate. 
CIVIL-SERVICE COMPILATION, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following 
ste resolution of the House of Representatives; which was 
read: 

Resolved by the House 5 Representatives (the Senate concurring). 


That 
copies of the 9 of the statistics showing the exact state of 
e classified and une 


privilege of 


United States, so arranged as to include positions by ments, offices, 
and commissions, with subdivisions by grades, the compilation containing a 
complete list of all, tions, whether classified by com tion, whether 


a) ted by the President solely or by confirmation by the Senate, whether 
he classified 


be 
be for or nah eee teh Representatives and 500 copies for use of 


1897. 


Mr. HALE. Instead of the resolution being referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, I ask that it be put upon its passage. The 
document contains information for which every Senator and 
resentative is being 2 to by constituents, and the sooner 
resolution is passed the better. 

The concurrent 8 was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. 8053) ting a pension to Alice Gard, was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The bill (H. R. 8850) to amend an act passed at the first session 
of the Fifty-fourth Con entitled An act to grant to ney pia 
companies in Indian Territory additional power to secure depo 
gronnds, and to correct alignments,” was read twice by its tlie, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. 9643) making . for the 3 

executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the fisc: 

ear ending June 30, 1898, and for other p Was read twice 
. fo its title, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
NATIONAL MONETARY COMMISSION. 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, in accordance with the notice 

I 12 some time ago. I ask that the joint resolution (S. R. 169) 
viding for the appvintment of a national monetary commission 
aie be laid before the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning business having been 
concluded, the Chair lays before the Senate the joint resolution 
indicated by the Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. PEFFER. I ask that the joint resolution may be read at 


len 
"tthe VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


Whereas during the campaign immediately preceding the late Presidential 

— othe monetary system of the cone was the leading issue discussed 
‘ore 

Whereas the contending parties in that 2 proposed four distinct 

and different nancial policies, namely: First; onal gold monometallism; 
silver} bimetallism at a ratio agreed upon b 

the nations; ies lr . bimetallism at the ratio o 10 to 
with Governmen money redeemable in coin: fourth. national silver 
and gold 8 — the rat ratio of 16 to 1, supplemented by Government 
full legal-tender Teper 8 and 

Whereas the res of the 3 does not show that a majority of the 
‘voters favor ay yore — 

Whereas it is agreed on all sides b that a 5 adjustment of these dif- 


ferences is of supreme * . 
Be it resolved the Senate and tatives, etc., That the 
ent of the United States be, RETS ereby, directed to a t four 


1 from the National a e one from the Re) “A 
„one from the Democratic party, and one from the P. 


Bean pes ~ Seseto four shall 3 a and ther they s! consti 
tute a national m ion, whose duty it shall be to examine and 
eat the neral su! —. bject of finance in its relations to the business 
of the the United States. such examination the commis- 

Fian A in ions, arguments, and plans ual persons and 
by agents and 8 of and 8 make diligent 
quiry earners, merchants, man turers, bankers, 


Eo thelr they shall 
to them and report ee same to 
bill or otherwise, with the view of establi 3 3 mone 
for the United States which will cure Lo cutter methods 
for the country a safe and sound curren 

The commission may — . the cities cities of of New York, Chicago, Denver, San 


Francisco, and New Or 

The four commissioners to be selected by the President nt shall be appointed | ; 
within thirty davs after the approval of this joint resolution; they meet 
within twenty daysafter the day of their a tment at a time and place 
fixed by the co: oner firstnamed by the President, when and where they 
shall choose by ballot the fifth 8 who shall be some person of 
recognized learning in monetary science. A pluralit of votes ‘shall be 
cient to elect. As soon . ce of the fifth commis- 
sioner the five aati odes assemble and organize by the appointment of one of their 
number as president and one as e on — . — uppoint a 
k, a sten and sergeant-at-arms, The salaries commis- 

sioners shall be per month, and the clerk, stenographer, and sergeant- 
at- arms shall each receive $200 a month, all payable by Treasurer of the 
8 aa Aare ng certified by the secretary of the commission and 

t. 

F reasonable al ne for rent of rooms for the use of the commission and 
for the ees. shall be advanced from 
ng gi ante for on vouch- 


ers certified 5 “pitied and a by the president of the 
5 be allowed i pe and ex tee commissioners or 
rrie apem when not traveling in the discharge of their official duties, 


nor for private room ren 
The commission shall e its work and 3 ror months 
me is grun Congress. 
commission herein pro- 


after the date of its N a unless further 


For the of defraying the expenses of the 
vided for oma of $50,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereb: 


7) TTT 
lowing the date of its approval. 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, the object which itis sought by 
this joint resolution to accomplish i is not only desirable—it is im- 
peratively necessary in the public interest. 

PRESENT FINANCIAL SYSTEM UNSATISFACTORY. 

Our financial pe is not good; it is not satisfactory to Wee 

class of the people, 


po to ay political Nor are the o 
tions and criticisms of recent origin. eee soon = — 
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the disbandment of the Army, when the Government began a 
rapid conversion of our paper currency into 6 per cent bonds. 
The protest was strong enough and general enough to bring into 
life a new political party which maintained a national organiza- 
tion sixteen years and four times contended for the ere of 


the Republic. 
The revision of our mint laws in 1873, whereby the of 
silver dollars was discontinued, aroused an opposition w. has 


continued to the present. The ng sepa first took form in reso- 
lations introduced in the Senate by Hon. Stanley Matthews, then 
a member of this body, January, 1878. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury (Mr. Sherman) in April, 1877, had asked the opinion of the 
Attorney-General whether resumption bonds could not legally be 
made payable in gold. On receiving a negative answer, the Sec- 
retary, in his first annual report, recommended to Congress that 
such bonds be authorized. To set the matter at rest, the Mat- 
thews resolutions were offered. 
I submit the correspondence and the resolutions without read- 
N TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
83 D. C., April 21, 1877. 
Str: I beg Lae cache phn call 


the 
3 questions 


to wit: 
gat t standard value, that is, 
standard value at the date of their issue, or — it be the date of the law? 
Isubmit a statement prepared Sy by the kine. H. M. French, Assistant Secre- 
tary, having reference e la 


t may become im 
Ebel in coin of 
upon whether previous ame issued . acts passed 


fimpar to 1873 are notl y payable in silver coin. ee may become 
„ upon the legal terms of a public security affects its 
ote respectfull : 
3 2 JOHN SHERMAN, Secretary. 
Hon. CHARLES DEVENS, if 
Attorney-General, 


In answer, the Attorney-General wrote this letter: 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Washington, April 26, 1877. 


FFV ns K 

upon the following 1 growing out of the re: fauton ao of J fay Segoe bene 
about to 

the soured 


to wit. eee, F 


that they shall be redeemabl ws in coin of the present value, that is, th 
ard value at the date of their issue, or must it be the date of the law?” I 
have the nar to reply: 


The act provides for the i issue of bonds “redeemable in coin of the present 
tandard value.” The word present“ undoubtedly refers as a matter of 
fate to the time when the act was passed, and not to the time when the bonds 
were thereafter oe It contemplated that a long period would — 
before it would mighty 5 into stack, EN that changes in the coinage 
the might occur during tha 
coat the coinage 


ovision the holder was ded against any depreci 
Bye Bente 5 7 8 et ee De not be 
ine the coinage be appreciat 
. . 
. W een in coin which 
was included in the authorized coin: of the country at the date referred 
3 standard value as it existed. Since the law was passed 
o change has taken place in the standard valueof the coin. It is understood 
that there has been a certain change in the coinage of the country, and that 


silver dollars have now ceased to exist prac’ ut Fel 
It has been further provided by. the sre Februa 12, 1873 (Revised 
Statu sections 8586), that the silver coins of nited States shall 
es tender at their value for any 3 not exceeding $5 in 
one l paa — 
* -roar ding this in the rae ae the country and 


p varied ac- 
„because a defi- 
coin of a par te. That which 
will pay the — age issued under this act will pay the bonds which 


3 in coin” or 
ent to the e — Even if 
n uestion whether bonds jasan monar Sia 
258 coin of 5 and — 

er 
the bond other than those shih thin niate 


uT 
this le 


vides. 
PAW hile I ee oe — suggested in your letter and the conven- 
ience that there in remo’ any q upon this matter, Iam, 


therefore. 
redeemable in coin of the standard value of July 14, 1870. 


Hon. Jonx SHERMAN, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


THE MATTHEWS RESOLUTIONS. R 


an uct entitled “An act to strengthen the public credit,” 
13 1869, it was 8 and 1 thet the faith of the’ 


tions of 1 852 2 Uaited States. 25 


Whereas 
ed M 


and 
eee the bonds of the United States authorized to be issued Be the 
act entitled An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt. 
pom . CVVT ce 
then preas standard value, bearing interest payable Semi- 
e y in such coin; an 


eee of the 7 15 = a re be issued under an 
entitled provide for ion of specie — ap] 
proved January if sate! aro required to be of deseription of bonds of the 
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United States described in the said act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, 
entitled An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt;“ and 

Whereas at the date of the of the said act of Congress last afore- 
said, to wit, the lith day of way, 1270. the coin of the United States of stand- 
ard value of that date included silver dollars of the weight of 412} grains 
each, declared by the act narpie January 18, 1837, entitled “An act sup- 

lementary to the act entitled ‘An act establishing a mint and regulating 
he coins of the United States, to be a legal tender of payment, according 
to their nominal value, for 786 sums whatever: Therefore, i j; 

Beit resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring therein) 
That all the bonds of the United States issued or authorized to be issued 
under the said acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal 
and interest, at the option of the Government of the United States, in silver 
dollars of the coi of the United States, containing 412} grains each of 
standard silver; and that to restore to its coin: such silver coins as a legal 
tender in payment of said bonds, principal and interest, is not in violation of 
the public faith nor in derogation of the rights of the public creditor. 

An effort was made by Senator Edmunds, of Vermont, to have 
the resolution modified in favor of gold payments when demanded 
by the creditor, but the amendment was voted down—yeas 18, 
nays 48—and the resolution passed the Senate by a large majority. 
It was at once sent to the House, wherein like manner similar 
amendments were defeated, and the original resolution passed 
by 189 yeas to 79 nays. 

An effort to restore the old coinage laws resulted in the passage 
of the Bland-Allison Act over the President's veto February 28, 
1878, and the faint-hearted execution of that law prompted another 
movement for free coinage twelve Aei later, which ended in the 
approval of the Sherman law of July 14,1890. In May, 1891, steps 
were taken for the formation of a political party having as one of 
its cardinal doctrines the reformation of our currency system. 
In 1892 the Populist or People’s Party candidate for the Presidency 
received over a million votes. 

The Sherman law occasioned so much trouble in speculatin; 
circles that an extraordinary session of Congress was conven 
August 7, 1893, for the express purpose of repealing it, and that 
brought the money question to the front as the leading issue in 
the campaign of 1896. i 

A commission composed of eminent statesmen and economists, 
with Hon. JOHN P. Joxxks, then and now a member of this body, 
at its head, was appointed in 1876 to investigate and report fully 
upon the subject of money, Several international conferences 
have been held since that time for the purpose of determining 
whether an agreement could not be reached among the nations to 
establish a common ratio of value between gold and silver in coin- 
age, and it isnow proposed to appoint a commission to bring about 
another conference to further consider the same subject. 

In addition to these evidences of dissatisfaction with our finan- 
cial methods, bills and resolutions in large number relating in 
some way to the currency have been before Con at every ses- 
sion in the last thirty years, and the tension of the public mind is 

ter now than ever. Each and all of the great parties in the 

te campaign have given notice that they intend to continue the 

agitation of the money question until it is permanently settled 
and got out of the way. j 

For these reasons alone, Mr. President, if no others were as- 
signed, this joint resolution is appropriate and ought to pass. 
Nothing which concerns our domestic affairs is more timely than 
some measure of this kind. If perme? and its provisions carried 
into execution, the views of all classes and conditions of the people 
will be heard and their opinions will have equal prominence in a 
hearing before Congress. It would seem reasonable that there 
ought to be some common ground on which we can all meet, and 
the pro commission would try to find it. 

But there are other reasons why the resolution ought to pass. 

INADEQUACY OF THE COIN SUPPLY. 

At no time in the history of the country has the supply of coin 
been sufficient for the convenient transaction of the people’s busi- 
ness. The colonies were compelled frequently to issue paper 
money. Virginia once legalized the use of tobacco as money. 
The first loan negotiated by the Continental Congress was, by stip- 
ulation, paid in tobacco. The only coin we had when the Gov- 
ernment of the United States was formed was foreign coin. Coins 
of Great Britain, France, Po al, and Spain were then in circu- 
lation here. The Spanish milled dollar was made the measure of 
our unit of value in the first mint act. 

In 1791 Congress authorized the establishment of a United 
States bank in order to secure more currency. The next yeara 
mint was authorized, that more coin might be obtained; and, by 
way of encouragement to miners and to induce them to bring to 
the mint for coinage all the gold and silver they could procure, 
the law poran for the free and unlimited coinage of both 
metals. e next year (1793) foreign coins were made legal 
tender, but the demand for currency was greater than the supply, 
and it became necessary to charter State banks and to authorize 
them to issue their notes to be used as money. In 1816 the second 
United States bank was chartered, and it continued in business 
twenty years. In the meantime, local banks multiplied in all the 
States, issuing notes until they 35 by the national 
banks vrovided for by the acts of 18 ; 

The demand for local banks of issue has been renewed since 
the great war closed. Farmers in the Southern States, being dis- 


tressed by lack of money, proposed what is known as the sub- 
treasury plan, that they might use warehouse receipts for tem- 
porary circulation. And now, in addition to the large stock of 
coin reported to be in the country, the paper circulation amounted 
to $703,757,186 on the Ist day of December last, not including sil- 
ver certificates, which represent an equal amount of silver dollars 
held in the Treasury for their redemption. 

And yet, with a reported total circulation of coin and paper 
aac to $1,646,444,746, it supplies but 8 per cent of the total 
money and substitutes for money used in our enormous bank busi- 
ness. From several examinations made in recent years it appears 
that about 1 per cent of the money passed over bank counters in 
agiven time is gold coin, about 1 per cent is silver coin, 6 per cent 
is Government paper and bank notes, and 92 per cent is made up 
of notes, checks, drafts, and other forms of private paper. 

INJUSTICE OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM. 

The present system operates daa It bears heavily on the 
people. It puts money before labor. It makes savings more val- 
uable than the ability toearn. It allows charges of 6 per cent to 
150 per cent a year for the use of borrowed money, while labor 
saves only 3 per cent, and it measures allowable profits on business 
investments and speculative enterprises by the interest standard. 
It multiplies redemption money by ten and charges interest on the 
whole, just as it permits railway companies and other corporations 
to bond themselves for more t they are worth and charge the 
people toll on the inflated capital. It makes investments in credit 
more valuable than investments in land or mines or machinery. 
It fixes the value standard of money by law, while all other pro 
erty finds its price level in open market. It affords the lender 
advantages and the borrower none. It saves the creditor, though 
the debtor be destroyed. 

Mr. President, the value of money ought to be measured by the 

value of the property out of whose proceeds debts and.taxes must 
be paid and means of subsistence procured. As the general price 
level is, so should the price of money be, and this whether to bor- 
row or to buy. But under the present régime the standard of 
money is as rigid as the yardstick or the gallon measure, while 
market prices for the productions of labor fluctuate on a falling 
scale like the billowy waters of a settling lake. 
For example, take the single article of wheat. Its average price 
in 1867 was $1.98; in 1878 it was $1.15; in 1879 it was $1.10; in 
1885 it was 77 cents; in 1890 it was 83 cents; in 1895 it was 50 
cents. Correspondingly, a dollar in 1867 was worth a little more 
than one-half of a bushel of wheat; in 1873 it was worth seven- 
eighths of a bushel; in 1879 it was worth nine-tenths of a bushel; 
in 1885 it was worth a bushel and nearly one-third; in 1890 it was 
worth a bushel and one-fifth; in 1895 it was worth 2 bushels. 

To put the same idea in another light, let it be said that at the 
average price of wheat in 1867 it would have required 1,135,000,000 
bushels of that grain to pay the nation’s interest-bearing debt as 
it then stood; at the average price in 1873 the debt at that time 
could have been paid with 1,487,000,000 bushels; in 1887 the num- 
ber of bushels required to pay the debt then would have been 
1,502,488,000 at the price that year; and in 1895 the debt then un- 
paid en ay have been extinguished with 1,432,000,000 bushels if 
sold at the average price of wheat that year. 

Here are the figures showing the debt and the average home 
price of wheat in the years named: 


National debt «<== $2,248, 067, 387 
Price of wheat per buche 

1878. 
Derr d once $1, 710, 483, 950 
Price of wheat per bush el!!! «ä $1.15 


16, 202, 060 
= 80.50 


Lest it be answered that wheat has fallen faster than other 
grains and other farm products, and that therefore it is not fair 
to use the pis of that article alone as a basis of comparison, if 
we will take all the cereals into account, we shall find substan- 
tially the same result. I submit a statement showing the aggre- 
gate production and value and the average price per bushel ors all 
the corn, wheat, oats, barley, rye, and buckwheat in the United 
States the years mentioned: 


Year. Production. Value. per 
ushel. 
Bushels, Dollars, Cents. 
I e 1,329, 729, 1, 284, 087, 
873.. 1,538, 892, 891 919, 217, 273 
2, 487,482,300 | 1, 245. 127, 719 61 
3, 015, 439,000 | 1,143,146, 759 87 


3,572,300, 277 “1,007, 316, 986 2 


No report on barley and buckwheat for 1800. 


1897. 


Mr. HOAR. I inquire of the Senator whether, in his very inter- 
esting statement, he has also put in proximity with the tables to 
which he has referred any tables showing the increased wheat 
area or its increased production? 

Mr. PEFFER. Ihave not here the tables showing the increased 
area; but if the Senator desires it, I will have them incorporated 
with the other figures. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will pardon me—I do not wish to 
interrupt him—I have tried as well as I could to get at the truth 
in regard to the matter of the increased actual value of gold as 
compared with the various products of human industry; includ- 
ing agriculture. A 

Mr. PEFFER. Ithink that possibly the Senator will be satisfied 
upon that point as I proceed. 

Mr. HOAR, If the Senator will allow me—I do not wish to dis- 
turb him at all—I have sometimes thought that that question was 
insoluble by the human intellect. In my judginent, it has got to 
be one of the most difficult questions ever presented to the hu- 
man bram. As the Senator is comparing what a bushel of wheat 
would buy in 8 years, I should like to know as well from 
so careful and honest an investigator as is the Senator from Kan- 
sas, as we all know, how many bushels of wheat there were for 
sale in the world in those years, and therefore whether there 
has been, taking wheat alone, an increased production . 
e to the demand which accounts or partly accounts for the 
change? 

Mr PEFFER, For the information of the Senator I will collect 
the figures that he asks for—I have them all at my committee 
room—and will incorporate them in answer to the Senator's 
question. 

These are the figures asked for by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. ] 


Table showing the aggregate Prag er ge area, and value of the cereals—corn, 
wheat, oats, rye, barley, and buckwheat—produced in the United States from 
1867 to 1895, inclusive, 1530 the years be 1888 and 1893, for which years 
no estimate was made by Department of Agriculture. 


Calendar year. 


Cot roduc-| Total area of | Total value 


on. crops. of crops. 
Bushels. Acres. Dollars. 
1,329, 729, 400 65, 638, 444 284, 087, 
1, 450, 789, 000 66, 715, 926 1, 110, 500, 583 
-| 1,491,612, 100 09,457,762 | 1, 101, 884, 188 
-| 1,629,027, 600 60, 254, 016 997, 423, 018 
-| 1,528, 776, 100 65, 061,951 911, 845, 441 
-| 1,664, 831, 600 68, 280, 197 874, 504, 450 
-| 1,538, 892, 891 7A, 112, 187 919, 217, 273 
-| 1,454,180, 200 80, 051, 289 1, 015, 530, 570 
2, 032, 235, 300 86, 863, 178 1, 030, 277, 099 
1,963, 422, 100 93, 920, 619 935, 008, 844 
2, 178, 984, 640 93,150,286 | 1,085,571, 078 
2, 302, 254, 950 100, 956, 260 913, 975, 920 
2, 437, 482, 300 102,280, 950 1, 245, 127,719 
2,718, 193, 501 120, 926, 286 1, 361, 497, 704 
2,065, 029, 570 123,388,070 | 1, 470,957, 200 
2, 699, 304, 495 126, 568, 529 1, 469, 693, 393 
2, 629, 319, 088 130, 633, 556 1,280, 765, 937 
2, 992, 880, 000 186, 292, 766, 1,184, 311,520 
8,015, 439, 000 135, 876, 080 1, 143, 146, 750 
2, 842, 579, 000 141, 859, 656 1, 162, 161, 910 
2, 660, 457, 000 141, 821, 315 1, 204, 289, 870 
8B, 209, 742, 000 146, 281 1, 820, 255, 398 
2, 761, 089, 958 $ 1,041, 789, 158 
2,435, 920, 676 1, 043, 006, 948 
8, 572, 309, 277 1, O17, 316, 936 


a Oregon not included. 


WORLD'S PRODUCTION OF WHEAT. 


The world’s production of wheat wasnot accurately reported by 


our Agricultural Department prior to 1891. Here is a table giv- 


ing the most reliable estimates for the years 1884 to 1890, and for 
the years since we have the official report: 


2,290, 009,000 1800 , 128, 000 
2° 104.034003 || 1891 2, 432, 322, 000 
2, 198, 997,000 || 1892 2, 481, 805,000 
2,297, 415,000 || 1893 2, 562, 913, 000 
2, 212, 843, 000 |} 1894 2, 672, 341, 000 
2,085, 505,000 (1885 2.552.077, 000 


While the prices of manufactured articles have fallen, the de- 
scent has not been as low as that of farm products; but that the 
eneral level of pee has been greatly depressed none deny. Mr. 
uerbeck’s table of index numbers makes this perfectly clear. 
He took the average market price of forty-five different commodi- 
ties in general use, and let the number 102 represent the average 
price for the year 1874, using that as an index number with which 
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to compare the average price of the same articles in the subse- 
quent years to 1892. “Th 


e showing is this: 


S888 88888 


NSN S888 


These forty-five articles were made up of provisions, clothing, 
groceries, fuel, etc., such as are in general use and regarded as 
necessaries among the people in common. 

FALLING PRICES, RISING MONEY. 


As an inevitable concomitant of falling prices we have risin 
money. As prices of articles in general go down, the price o 
money in particular goes up. Thirty years agoa dollar bought 
only half a bushel of wheat; two years ago it bought 2 bushels— 
four times as much. By using the Sauerbeck table we can get 
more nearly accurate figures as to the general market. I submit 


a statement made from that table, showing how many units $100 
would have purchased in each of the years mentione 
in 1874 with a quantity represented by 98.05: 


beginning 


0 131. 

- 138. 
144. 

- 147. 
1 


88 
92 
05 
85 
88 
88 


--- 138. 
138. 


147.08 


sent what the same money bought in 1892. In other words 
money, measured by the necessaries of life, was worth 50 per cent 


cent more now than it was in 1892. 
BURDEN OF DEBTS, TAXES, INTEREST, AND RENT INCREASED. 

The rise in the purchasing power of money and the fall in the 
ganera level of prices have the effect of increasing the burden of 

ebts, taxes, interest, and rent; and the reason of this oppression 
is that more of the products of labor to meet any given money 
demand is required now than formerly. A farmer has noth- 
ing to pay his debts with but the crops he raises, and it . 
bushels of his 1895 wheat to get a dollar, while in 1867 it i 
only half a bushel—just one-fourth as much. Hence, if he to 
pay a $100 debt with wheat, it would have taken four times as 
many bushels in 1895 as it did twenty-eight years before. 

The aggregate mortg debt on the farms of the country in 
1890 was more than two thousand million dollars. I have not the 
exact figures at hand. But whatever the amount was it would 
have required about two and a half times as much wheat to pay, 
it that year as would have been necessary to pay the same amount 
twenty-three years before. 

And so it is with all debts; they grow more burdensome as 
long as prices of things with which they must be paid are going 
down. A dollar is a fixed amount, but relatively to other things 
it grows dearer as they get cheaper. 

axes, interest, and rent are affected the same way. They are 
fixed charges; they mean so many dollars, and they remain the 
same, while cotton and pork and shoes and e in gen- 
eral are steadily falling. A hundred dollars regularly due every 
yor as equivalent to adding three or four dollars at each pay- 
ment. 

Rising money undermines the home; it multiplies renters; it 
impoverishes the people. 

t will not answer tosay that because prices in general have fallen, 
therefore the buyer and the seller are even, no matter how low the 
level is. If men had nothing to do but to buy and sell, the case 
would be altogether different. But it is acrime to kill people with- 
out just provocation. It is regarded as a heinous offense to kill 
one's self. We are all expects. to live and to earn a living, to trade 
and accumulate 3 It is often found to be necessary to 
incur debts, and they must be paid with interest. We need dwell- 
ing places, and if we do not own homes of our own, we must rent, 
and that costs money. Weare taxed to support the Government, 
and taxes now mean money. Sickness or other misfortune be- 
falls us, and physicians’ charges, lawyers’ fees—all such necessary 
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expenses are on the same level that they were years ago; but money 
has not fallen. If the farmer and the mechanic needed nothing 
more than they could procure from each other, they could get along 
without trouble. But each of them is constantly in need of some- 
thing the other does not have—as professional services, insurance, 
a dwelling, and money. The ratio of local taxation on the $100 of 
property is not increasing; it is abopt stationary, the country’s 
average being $1.83 in 1880, and $1.85 1n 1890; but a dollar in taxes 
grows larger in a time of falling prices the same as a dollar inany 
. other form of obligation. 

We pray for our daily bread, but the demands of society grow 
more exacting with the spread of Christian civilization. e need 
more than bread, and we can procure it only out of the proceeds 
of gur surplus productions, Hence it is that we are much more 
interested in the price of what we sell than in that of what we buy. 
Our surplus must pay for all we need of other people's productions, 
and in addition to that we must have means to pay insurance, 
rent, taxes, interest, and principal debts. Low prices of things 
we have to buy avail us nothing when we come to debts that we 
have to pay out of the low prices received for what we sell. 


WAGES GREATLY REDUCED. p 


Nor will it do to say that wages of labor are as high as they ever 

were. If it were true, it would not help matters; but it is not true, 
except as to those persons who are fortunate enough to have regular 
and permanent employment. A recent report of the Commis- 
sioner of Labor shows that over 3,000,000 persons of work age 
were out of employment part of the time during the last year, and 
that about one and a quarter million were out of employment all 
the time. If all the money that has been paid for labor during the 
last five years had been divided among all the people who were able 
and willing to work, including the 1 the general level 
of wages would have been greatly lowered. a hundred dollars be 
divided among a hundred men each will have $1; but if one- 
quarter of the men are idle and three-quarters get the money, 
it means $1.33} a day to those that work. Taking out 10 per cent 
of the workers, it leaves $1.11 to each of them that work. If the 
average daily wage now is $1.25 for 90 per cent of the working 
people of the country, it would be ey ee all the workers were 
employed and the aggregate amount of the wages were paid to all 
instead of to only 90 per cent. This would reduce wages 8 per 
cent. 
And under the present conditions long continued labor will 
suffer most of all, for labor is nature’s handmaid in the produc- 
tion of wealth, and ever and always the wage earner is the least 
able to bear society’s burdens. The poor people are always found 
among those whose daily subsistence comes out of their daily toil. 
Deprive them of work, and their means of living is gone. Fair 
wages for one is not enough for two. 


INFLUENCE OF THE MONEY POWER. 


The influence which wealth exerts in the affairs of men is greater 
by far than any other force in Christendom. It directs the course 
of governments and dictates the policies of nations. It declares 
war and commands peace. It controls legislation and inspires 
judicial decisions. It is now permitted to exercise supreme power 
over the Treasury of the United States. It compels the President 
to sell the country’s credit; it contracts to betes the Treasury 
six months against withdrawals of gold, and threatens to destroy 
the public credit unless circulating notes of the Government are 
* and the orren utin charge the baan 

t su ts party platforms; it supplies money for campai; 
funds, — — reward in legislative favors. It moves the 
money that controls the affairs of the world.” It covers the earth 
with debt and holds the people slaves, 

While I speak, sir, the people of the United States are payin: 
semiannual interest on an aggregate debt equal to the Pin dase | 
value of all their taxable property, and our national taxes are in- 
creasing every decade, while the ability of the masses to pay is 
steadily diminishing. 

Recently I read a statement prepared by a newspaper writer 
in London giving the amounts which each of fifty-six different 
nations—naming them—owed to bankers and brokers in that 
city. I do not remember the figures, but the aggregate was 
enormous. These debts, like all others, must be paid out of the 
earnings of the people, and failure to pay, as we all know, is cause 
for war. 

An investigation made during the first Administration of Presi- 
dent Cleveland brought out the astounding fact that, taking the 
civilized world as a whole, one-half of the occupied lands of the 

ple were mortgaged. It is not putting it too strongly to sa 
Phat 90 per cent of the corporations are in debt. Indeed, the lead- 
ing object of modern industrial capitalization appears to be the 
building of interest fountains. e annual interest charge on 
American railway bonds is not less than $350,000,000, and other cor- 
porations are bonded in like manner. The farm and home mort- 


debt of the country in 1890 was a little over $6,000,000,000, 
and this. at only 6 per cent, produces $360,000,000 annually. 


For the purposes of argument it may be said, in a general way, 
that nearly everybody is in debt. ere are exceptions, but it 
will not be claimed that more than 20 per cent of the people are 
free from debt. Fifty-two 2 cent of our families are renters, 
and they are all in debt and under bonds. The average propor- 
tion of renters in cities of 8,000 inhabitants and upward is 56 per 
cent of the entire population; and in the large cities—of 100,000 

pulation and more—the average is 77 in the 100 families. In New 

ork City, renting families constitute 94 per cent of the whole 
number of families residing there. Every renter is bonded to his 
landlord. 

The aggregate indebtedness of the people is great beyond com- 
prehension, and that it is increasing must be apparent to every 
reading person. And when the individual debts are added to the 
corporate, municipal, and national obligations the grand total is 
bewildering, even to the mathematician. These large debts are 
likewise growing in amount. The Pall Mall Gazette, in an article 
recently published in that journal and copied in the Scientific 
American, discusses this subject, showing the steady enlargement 
of the aggregate debt of the world’s nations. The comparisonis 
made between the years 1875and 1895. England, Germany, Spain, 
and the United States have reduced their national debts, but the 
rest have increased theirs to such an extent that fourteen of the 
FTSE nations show an aggregate increase of about $4,200,- 
000,000 in the twenty years. The aggregate of the national debts 
of the world in 1875 is put at £4,750,000,000—equivalent to $22,285,- 
000,000. It had grown to £5.800,000,000, or $28,188,000,000 in our 
money, in 1895. And these are only the public debts; they do not 
include corporate and individual obligations. The annual interest 
charge on this enormous burden is estimated at £230,000,000, or 
$1,117,800,000. 

Isubmit the article without reading, and ask that it may be 
printed with my remarks as an appendix. It is not very long. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Pasco in the chair). The 
article will be printed as an appendix, in the absence of objection. 

HOW THE MONEY POWER ACQUIRED ITS STRENGTH. 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, they that own a country’s debts 
are the rulers of its people. The money power has acquired its 
mastery over the people through the ownership of their securities, 
Let demand be made to-morrow on the nation, the States, the 
banks, the railroads and other corporations, the manufacturers, 
the merchants, and the farmers for what they owe, and the coun- 
try would be bankrupt. In less than two years the Government 
borrowed nearly $300,000,000 to redeem notes because the public 
creditors refused to accept anything but gold, though the notes 
were payable in silver. 

To prosecute a great war Congress authorized the issue and 
circulation of large amounts of pa that might be used as cur- 
rency among the people. Some of these notes were convertible 
into bonds, and they were depreciated in order to create a market 
for the bonds. The public debt July 1, 1866, was $2,773,236,173, 
and of this amount $1,900,000,000, in round figures, wasin notes of 
different classes and issued at different times, some of which bore 
interest. July 1, 1869, the interest-bearing debt was $2, 162,060,522 
in bonds. These bonds had cost their owners about 60 cents on 
the dollar. The value of the bonds was greatly enhanced by the 
credit-strengthening act of 1869, the refunding act of 1870, and 
the mint act of 1873, so that bonds which had not cost more than 
60 cents on the dollar rose to a premium of 25 to 30 per cent in 
the eighties. The Government paid out upward of $60,000,000 in 
premiums on the bonds it redeemed between 1880 and 1892. 

In addition to the rise in value of bonds by reason of the enact- 
ment of these laws, the value or the purchasing power of a dollar 
has been greatly enhanced by the arbitrary action of the Treasury 
Department in discrediting our silyer coin. Every bond now out 
is redeemable in coin of the standard value of July 14, 1870. It 
is so written in the bond. I present a copy of one of the one- 
thousand-dollar bonds issued in 1877. 


COPY OF OBLIGATION. 
Four per cent loan of 1907, consols. 


(FACER OF BOND.) 
1877 1907. M 
FOUR PER CENT CON SOLS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Ad eet payable Bs DAA 
le 
SS Thousand 
Washington, July Ist, 1377. at the Treasury of 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Are indebted to or assigns, in the sum of One Thousan 
bond is issued in accordance with the provisions of an act of Congress entitled 
“An act to authorize the refund of the National Debt, ap; July 
1870,” amended by an act approved January 20, 1871, is ble at the 
jeasure of the United States after the first day of July, A. D. 1907, in coin of 
standard value of the United States on said July II- 1870, with interest, 
such coin, from the day of the date hereof, at the rate of four per centum 
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per annum, able quarterly on the first day of October, January. April, 
2 July in pum h year. The principal and interest are exempt from the pay- 
ment of all taxes or duties of the United States, as well as from taxation 
any form by j ape yd State, municipal, or local authority. Transferable on 
0 office. 


Resorded —— 
Register of the Treasury. 


Act of July Mth, 1870. 
Also one issued under date of February 1, 1895. 


COPY OF OBLIGATION. 


Four per cent loan of 1925. 
Act of January 14, 1875. Washington, D. C., February 1, 1895. 1000 
1925. 4 FOUR PER CENTS OF 1895. 
1000 THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA No. —. 
Are indebted to or assi in the sum of One Thousand Dollars. This 


gns, 
bond is issued under authority of an act of Congress entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the resumption of e payments.“ approved Janu fourteenth, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-five, being one of the descriptions of bonds 
described in the act entitied “An act to authorize the 


States on said July fourteenth, eig 
enty, with interest in such coin from the day of the date hereof at the rate 
of 10 centum per annum, payable quarterly on the first day of Feb- 
ruary, May. August. and November in each year. e principal and interest 
are exempt from the payment of all taxes or duties of the United States, as 
well as from taxation in og ye by or under State, municipal, or local 
authority. Transferable on books of this office. 


Dats of issue, 
Entered 
Recor 


Register of the Treasury. 

It will be seen that in both cases the bonds are express! 
“redeemable in coin of the standard value of the United States 
on the 14th day of July, 1870“ — the date of the approval of the 
refunding act. Our coin at that time consisted of gold and sil- 
ver—gold at 25.8 grains to the dollar, and silver at 412.5 grains to 
the dollar. And such was our coin when the credit-strengthening 
act of March 18, 1869, was approved. Yet the Treasury Depart- 
ment persists in paying only gold for interest on the bonded debt 
and in redemption of Government notes. 

The effect of this discrimination in favor of gold coin is to prac- 
tically demonetize silver and to add largely to the value of gold, 
thus 5 the power of the money interest and 1 
to the burdens of the masses of the people. The thirst for gol 
seems to be as great, sir, in the closing years of the nineteenth 
century, as was the demand for silver among the grasping Greeks 
and Romans, when slaves alone wrought in the mines; for now, 
as then, the profits of toil are absorbed by the wealthy few. 

ABOUT THE REMEDIES PROPOSED. 

This much, Mr. President, concerning the condition of the 
finances of the country. And now something about pro 
remedies, The resolution refers to the different views of the 

litical parties in the late Presidential campaign. For conven- 

ence of reference I present the money planks of four of the 
latforms, beginning with that of the Republican party. I as 
t the Secretary be permitted to read those planks in the plat- 
forms as I have marked them. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, Without objection, the Secre- 
will read as indicated. 
he Secretary read as follows: 
m the platform d by the national ablican con i 
[Fro T e 3 meer vention at St- 

The an oe eon party is unreservedly for sound money. It caused the 
enactment of the law Eph aes for the resumption of specie payments in 
1879; since then eve: ollar has been as good as gold. 

We are unalterably opposed to every measure calculated to debase our 
currency or impair the credit of our country. We are. therefore, 
the free coinage of silver, except by international agreement with the 1 


commercial nations of the world, which we pledge ourselves to promote, an 
until such agreement can be obtained, the existing gold stan must be 


preserved. 
All our silver and paper pren must be maintained at with gold, 
design e obligations o! 
or paper, at the present 


and we favor all measures to maintain inviolably 

the United States and all our money, whether coin 

standard, the standard of the most enlightened nations of the earth. 

[From the platform adopted by the Democratic party in Chicago, July 9, 1896.] 

We demand the free and unlimited coinage of both silver and gold at the 
present ratio of 16 to 1, without waiting for the aid or consent of am 
other nation. We demand that the standard silver dollar shall be a full 
legal tender, equally with gold, forall debts, public and private,and we favor 
spok l tion as will 8 for the future the demonetization of any kind 

1 tender money by private contract. 

Weare o) to the policy and practice of surrendering to the holders 
of the obligations of the United States the option reserved by law to the 
Government of redeeming such obligations in either silver coin or gold coin. 

+ + L * * + * 

Congress alone has the power to coin and issue money, and President Jack - 


son declared that this power could not be torporations or indi- 
viduals. We, therefore. denounce the issuance of notes intended to circulate 


as money by national banks as in derogation of the Constitution, and we 


demand that all paper which is made a | tender for public and private 
debts, or which is receivable for duties to the United States, shall be issued 
by the Government of the United States, and shall be redeemable in coin. 


[From the National Democratic pero ported at Indianapolis, Septem- 
ri . 


The 8 of mankind has shown that by reason of their natural qual- 
ities gold is the necessary masney of the large affairs of commerce and re 
ness. while silver is conveniently 9 to minor transactions, and the most 
beneficial use of both together can insured only by the adoption of the 
former as a standard of monetary measure and the maintenance of silver at 
a parity with gold by its limited coinage under suitable safeguards of law. 
+ 7” . * * e * 

Realizing these truths, demonstrated by long publie inconvenience and loss, 
the Democratic J: in the interests of the masses and of eq freee oat 
practically established by the * nopari of 1534 and 1853 the gol standard 
monetary measurements, and likewise entirely divorced the Government 
from banking and currency issues, To this long-established Democratic 
policy we adhere, and insist upon the maintenance of the gold standard and 
of the parity therewith of every dollar issued by the Government and are 
firmly 5 to the free and unlimited coinage of silver and to the compul- 
sory P of silver bullion. 

But we denounce, also, the further maintenance of the present costly patch- 
work system of national paper currency as a constant source of injury and 


ril, 
PAe assert the necessity of such intelligent currency reform as will confine 
the Government to its par ae esas functions, completely separated from the 
business, and ord to all sections of our country a uniform, safe, 
and elastic bank currency under Government supervision, measured in vol- 
ume by the needs of busin 


ess. 
[From the People’s Party platform adopted at St. Louis July 24, 1896.] 

1. We demand a national money, safe and sound, issued by the General Gov- 
ernment only, without the intervention of banks of issue, to be a full legal 
tender for all debts, public and private; a just, equitable, and efficient means 
of distribution direct to the people and through the lawful mts of 


the Government. 

2. We demand the free and unrestricted evans Ya of silver and gold at the 
—— legal ratio of 16 tol, without waiting for the consent of foreign 
nations. 

3. We demand the volume of circulating medi be speedily increased to 
an amount sufficient to meet the demands of the business and 3 of 
this country, and to restore the just level of prices of labor and production. 

* * + 


* 2 = * 
5. We demand such ee ion as will prevent the demonetization of the 
lawful money of the Uni States by private contract. 
; mast We demand that the Government 
we 
this option to the holders of Government obligations. 

Mr. PEFFER. It will be observed that there are three eral 
propositions on which all of the parties are agreed, and they are 

ese: 

First. That gold coin ought to be used in our currency. 

Second. That silver coin ought to be used in our currency. 

Third. That paper money ought to be used in our currency. 

But, while there is agreement on these as general p itions, 
there is difference of opinion with t to details. All favor 
unlimited onnage of gold, but only one demands that gold shall 
be and remain the sole nent standard of money. Two of 
them demand unlimi coinage of silver at the t legal 
ratio, two favor a limited coinage of that metal, and one of these 
two wants the ratio determined by international agreement. 

The Republican party is satisfied with the present system of 
paper currency; at all events, no dissatisfaction with it is ex- 
pressed in the party platform. All the party seems to demand on 
this head is that every dollar shall be as good as gold. À 

The National Democratic party denounces whatitdenominates— 

The present costly patchwork system of national paper currency— 

And demands a— 


uniform, safo, and elastic bank currency under Government supervisi 
m in volume by the needs of — — te 


The Democratic party and the People's or Populist party demand 
a paper currency issued only by the Government, but they differ 
in two important particulars. The Democratic party op 
national-bank notes, but it does not demand that they an be 
mon gece by Government paper. What it says on that point is 


And we demand that all paper which is made a legal tender for public and 
rivate debts, or which is receivable for duties to the United States, shall be 
— by the Government of the United States. 


The Populists demand— 


A national a by the General Government only, without the 
intervention of ba: : 

The other poin of difference is that the Democratic party 
insists that the paper money which is made legal tender shall be 
redeemable in coin, while the People’s Party does not. 

The object aimed at by the pending joint resolution is, if it be 
practicable, the bringing about of a substantial ent upon 
these matters in dispute. And this ought not to be impossible. 
There is no material difference between the Republican conten- 
tion and that of the National Democrats. It is e reason- 
able to expect that when the Hs cs have brought about an 
international agreement it will be promptly ratified by the 
National Democrats, if, indeed, they are not absorbed by the 
Republicans before the agreement is published. 
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And further, if the late advance made by the Democrats in their 
platform was made only for the purposes of a temporary alliance 
with other ies, and not to move itself permanently on a higher 
plane of politics, there would be little to displace in order to obtain 
their acquiescence in the Republican theory. A bill (S. 2642, 
third session Fifty-third Congress) introduced by the senior 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. JONES] as mocratic measure was 
entitled A bill providing for the issue of bonds, the coinage of 
silver, and for other pu es,” and after providing for the issue 
of bonds for theredemption of 8 and the strengthening 
and continuation of national banks, it provided in the ninth 
section as follows: 


of the Treasury is 
States mint, from 


th 
price of the bullion in London on the day the deposit is made. 


Unless the Democrats have moved beyond the doctrine of that 
bill with the firm determination to never return, it would not 
require a long exercise of the diplomatic art to bring together 
three of the parties on the silver question; and even the People’s 
Party might be brought to yield something on silver if other 
parties would yield something on the subject of legal-tender Gov- 
ernment paper money. But that would undermine the metallic 
currency theory and terminate the rule of the money changers, 
And there, sir, is where the trouble lies. The Populist wants 
money that needs noredemption. Even the new Democrat wants 
legal-tender money redeemed incoin. In that respect, at least, he 
is in accord theoretically with the present Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, who has given notice that silver dollars will be redeemed 
with gold coin whenever that course is necessary to preserve the 
parity between the two metals. 

Mr. President, the discussion, when narrowed down to the real 
issue, will turn on this theory of redemption, and I will now 
address myself to that point. 

I believe our monetary system is fundamentally wrong—false in 
theory and ruinous in practice. The device we use to represent 
values is not only made out of a valuable commodity, but it hasa 
fictitious and arbitrary value given to it by law, and then it is 
allowed free and unlimited mintage, so that all the gold outside 
of the mines may be brought to the level of the mint price by get- 
ting it coined, and that can be done without expense to the owner, 
By our laws we declare that the eagle, contaming 258 grains of 
standard gold, is and shall be of the value of $10; and by the same 
laws we provide— 


That any owner of gold bullion may deposit the same at any mint, to be 
formed into coin or bass for his penefit— nent x t 


And that— 
hereafter no charge shall be made for that service. 


And this falsely and arbitrarily valued metal is not only made 
full le tender for all debts and to any amount, but it is pro- 
tected by the laws of the land against the competition of any other 
kind of currency in all cases where a contract stipulates that an 
obligation to pay money can be discharged only by the delivery of 
gold coin. This puts borrowers at the mercy of lenders and sets 
up a golden king. In plain words, the laws of the Republic select 
a single article, give it a fixed and unchangeable value, and require 
that all debts, dues, and demands shall be paid in that article at 
itslegal value, If weare permitted to use any substitutes for gold, 
they must be redeemable in gold. And when danger approaches, 
or when bankers and speculators take on fright, what little gold 
Slieni isisimmediately put out of sight, and panic with its disasters 
follows. 8 

The true theory of money is that it discharges a function a pub- 
lic function—a function im upon it by law, just as ministerial 
functions are imposed by law on executive officers. A piece of 
plain silver or gold bullion can no more perform moher functions 
than a plain citizen can perform official functions. The value of 
money is imparted by law. The price of gold or silver or other 
metal on which certain devices are imprinted to make it what we 
call coin, has value in itself as a commodity; but its value as money 
is what the laws prescribe—that and only that. 

This proposition is easily and plainly demonstrated by means 
of two coins of the same metal and denomination, one of which 
has had the money function withdrawn from it by melting. 

For the purpose of demonstrating the proposition, I procured a 
few days ago two silver dollar coins and had one of them melted 
in order to take the money function away fromit. This is the 
American dollar e Its legal functions attach to it by 
the law. This is the other dollar melted [exhibiting]. It is not a 
dollar now, though it is as fine and as heavy as it was before melt- 
ing. It is simply a bar of silver bullion. The coin having the 
commission of a mighty people upon it is worth a dollar in all the 
markets of the country, Shite the bar is worth nothing as money. 


I might go into any merchant's room and lay down this coin and 
e worth of it in anything that he has tosell and he imme- 


ask for 


diately would give me a dollar’s worth. I lay the bar of bullion 
down and ask him to give me the worth of that in any article he 
has to sell and he laughs at my credulity and tells me, Why, that 
is not money; that is only a bit of metal.” 

Mr. President, the simple question put to any sane man why 
one of these pieces is money and the other one is not will setfle the 
matter in his own mind in favor of the proposition which I have 
just asserted. All there is in coin that gives it money value is 
what the law itself has im to it, and the lawmaking power 
has received its authority from the people. 

The functionsof money are to enable persons to pacare property 
or service; to effect exchanges of the values of their productions; 
to discharge their pecuniary obligations in cases of nonperform- 
ance of contract; to pay their debts and taxes, and to meet the 
demands of society upon them for aid and support in matters 
deemed necessary or important and provided for only by the 
unwritten laws of communities. 

Money is representative in its character; it is charged with 
duties of supreme moment; it is the most subtle of all material 
agencies in the development of commerce and in social and reli- 
gious progress. It has no value 5 what is imparted to it by 
the sovereign power of the nation, and that value consists chiefly 
in the fact that the coin is charged with these peculiar represent- 
ative qualities. It is an order for its face value on any person 
who has anything to sell; it is a tender of payment to the amount 
printed on its face,and itis a receipt for like amount. If the 
thing we call money were not thus endowed with purchasing and 
debt-paying power, it would be utterly worthless beyond what it 
would sell for as bullion or paper on the market. A man can 
carry in his vest pocket money enough to purchase his family 
supplies for a year at a department store, while if he were com- 
pelled to exchange for it property that is not money it might re- 
quire a team of six horses to haul the stuff to town, and then it 
would have to be sold to a merchant or trader who deals in that 
kina ar property in order to procure money to pay for the things 

esired. 

When metal is coined and declared by law to be a lawful tender 
in payment of debt to the amount stamped on its face, it is thus 
set apart—sanctified, if you please—for certain uses. This coining 
and printing is a certificate of authority, just as an officer's com- 
mission certifies to his official character; and he who repudiates 
the one does no better than he who defies the other. 

Money is a tool of trade, a necessary instrument of commerce— 
indispensable in the economy of modern civilization; and now 
that we find our present financial methods to be faulty as well as 
inadequate we ought to devise a better and more satisfactory 
system. A 

We are quite competent to do this, if we will 1 lay aside our 
prejudices and honestly work together to find a solid foundation 
that we may build upon it a suitable and comely superstructure, 
durable as it shall be symmetrical. 

We are an inventive people, and invention applies as well to 
statecraft as to mechanic arts. Principles are eternal in politics 
as in the realm of matter. Good government follows a wise appli- 
cation of sound theories in legislation and of wisdom and pru- 
dence in execution of the laws. 

We have learned that commerce is the greatest factor in civiliza- 
tion, and that money is as necessary in commercial affairs as blood 
is in the lives of men. And we have learned, too, that an insuffi- 
ciency of money, or a plethora, or a congestion, or an irregular 
circulation, or money of inferior quality, is as troublesome in the 
business affairs of the people as are like conditions of blood in 
the human body. 

I believe, sir, that we are not only competent to solve this seem- 
ingly difficult problem of money, but t we have already dis- 
covered the essential factors in the solution. I have read with 
much interest that part of the last report of the Comptroller of the 
Currency in which that officer calls attention to the large use of 
private credit in the transaction of daily business. 

The check— 

He says— 
and not the note, is the bol of bankin ess, and in its extensi 
use is the best proof of a high plane of ere progress aaa Io ii life. 2 

That officer regards this feature of modern finance as of great 
importance. He says: 

The check s m is therefore a subject of interest and importance in our 
business world—of so much interest and so much importance that knowled; 
of the extent and influence of it is necessary toa proper understanding of t. 
machinery of exchange. 

And there, sir, lies the secret. Credit is the life of modern 
trade; and whose credit is equal to that of the Government? Our 
nation’s credit was sufficient to carry on to a successful conclusion 
the most gigantic war in history. During those four dreadful 

ears over $44,000,000 of business was done by the Treas 
epartment of the United States—virtually all of it done wi 
paper ey: and not a dollar lost to any citizen on account 
reof. 
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Money is credit coined, Mr. President. Let us, then, coin the 
pons credit, and let the people have its use at a charge by way of 
terest that pey can afford to pay, and the problem is solved. | 

As to the machinery necessary to carry out this plan, that is 
matter of detail for the work of such a commission as is proposed 
in this resolution. I would suggest in a general way— 

First. Provide for the coinage of gold and silver enough at the 
standard value of July 14, 1870 (and that is the present standard), 
to pay interest on the Government bonds outstanding and to 
redeem the bonds at maturity. All the bonds now ont are redeem- 
able in such coin. Revive the act of January 18, 1837, so far as it 
provides for the free and unlimited coinage of silver and gold, 

Second. Establish a system of public banking on capital secured 
by standard coin or bullion, or by United States bonds and par 
bonds of States, or by unencumbered real estate. Government 
paper only should be issued. Let interest rates be not to exceed 
6 per cent per annum on short-time paper, and 2 or 3 per cent on 
long-time loans. Savings depositories should be connected with 
the banks, and deposits, whether of savings or of business funds, 
should be made secure against loss. To provide for flexibility in 
the currency, a legal-tender interest-bearing note might be issued 
to savings depositors. These could be 
as bonds, as the 7.30 notes were used thirty years ago and more. 

This general plan, in a modified form, is presented somewhat 
in detail in the bill I introduced this morning, a copy of which I 
e to insert with my remarks as an appendix, and without 
reading. 

While the change proposed would be radical, it need not be so 
sudden as to derange business or occasion general loss. The way 
from the treadmill to the electric motor is marked by individual 
misfortunes; but such is the experience of men. The way of prog- 
ress is nature’s way. Change comes from improvement. The 
old passes away as the new appears. And so, in changing our 
financial methods by improving them, the men whose business it 
is to deal in money will have to be satisfied with less profits and 
less power and influence than they now enjoy; but this will be 
may times compensated in the common good flowing to the peo- 
ple through a revived commerce and enlivened trade. 

We must have a change in our financial methods. All parties 
and all men of intelligence concede this. And coin is utterly inad- 
equate, even if it were not objectionable on other grounds. We 
have outgrown the metallic system, just as the weaver has dis- 
pensed with the hand loom. etal money is unjust, unfair, and 

ssly oppressive in its operations. It is based on false theories. 
3 it drains away the pona of toil and converts them 
into treasuresof the rich. It takes from one and gives to another. 
As I have said elsewhere— 

A monetary system which thus breeds wealth on one side and poverty on 
the other, that increases the value of the unit of measurement and corre- 
eee diminishes the value of the articles which are with the 
payment of debts and taxes, thustaking from the t body of the people and 
giving to a few, is vicious. It is evil and only evil, and that continually. 

If gold and silver had nothing but their weight stamped upon 
them, they might be used in trade as corn and cotton are used; but 
when they have a fixed value attached to them by law and are 
made money in which all other money is to be redeemed, and to 
measure all other values which fluctuate as the market rises or 
falls, then they become a means of evil. 

To procure a livelihood is the object of toil—all toil—and for 
that reason values ought to be r ted by the market for things 
that people produce and out of the proceeds of whose sales they 
get their living. The waters of the ocean rise and fall in the 
ebbing and the flowing of the tides, and a placid surface is some- 
times lashed into fury by the force of tempests and storms, yet 
the general level of the sea is maintained. So it ought to be in 
commercial life. The unit of value among men ought to be a 
common divisor of all values determined in the open market. It 
would rise and fall with the general price level and would be 
justly redeemable in such units. Money should need no redemp- 
tion. It ought to be made to circulate and not to lie idle in tills 
and vaults. All money should be good money—money that the 
Government will receive in 3 of taxes and all other dues 
and demands. What the vernment receives as money the 
people of these United States will never repudiate. Reception of 
money is its redemption, no matter who pays it. The Govern- 
ment has no more authority to determine the value of gold than 
it has to determine the value of corn. It has no authority to fix 
the value of any commodity. Congress is authorized to regulate 
the value of coin, but not of bullion. And the coin value is a 
money value, not a market value. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of 2 o’clock having 
arrived, itis the duty of the Chair to lay before the Senate the 
unfinished business, which will be stated. 

The Secretary, A bill (H. R. 3656) periang for free home- 
steads on the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and 
bona fide settlers, and reserving the public lands for that purpose. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Lask that the unfinished business may be 
Net e laid aside, not losing its place as unfinished business, 
until the Senator from Kansas can complete his remarks. 


either as currency or 


~ 000,000; Ital: 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
hears none, and the Senator from Kansas will 


objection? The Chair 
ill proceed 


Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, the only redemption money 
needs is circulation. Money so redeemed is fair to rich and 
alike, and if borrowers could get the use of it at rates they 
can afford to pay, business would never lag, for men could not 
then afford to let their money lie idle. Farming and manufactur- 
ing would be as profitable as the lending of money. 

e are now using private credit in more than 90 per cent of 
our business transactions; and it is matter of necessity. It has 
come about just as the use of commercial paper came about in the 
early history of pare But private credit is sometimes preca- 
rious, and especially is this true when we are doing business on a 
metallic basis, when all debts and dues must be paid in gold or in 
currency redeemable in gold. Weare now using the public credit 
to some extent, but we need to nationalize it and coin it into 
money. Then it will not only afford ample capital and an abun- 
dant currency, but it will ease the force of panics and breed loy- 
alty among the people. 
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From the Pall Mall Gazette.] 
WORLD'S DEBTS INCREASING. 


Whether it be a good or a bad thing for the nations, there is no room to 
doubt that the debts of the world are growing steadily. In 1875 it was com- 
puted that they stood at 44. 750,000,000, as compared with a round £4,200,000,000 
two years earlier. On the basis of figures, many of which have been obtained 
by us at first hand, and are likely on that account to be more accurate than 
some of the wild guesses to which certain irresponsible statisticians have 
treated bye ourselves estimate that the indebtedness of the world oer. 
stands at £5,800,000,000, As probably everyone knows, France has the doub 
ful distinction of being the coun which has the largest debt. The latest 
figures put the total at something like £1,200,000,000, which is nearly double 
the debt—£660,000,000—of Great tain, which ranks as second on the list. 
Russia follows with a total of £575,000,000, and insignificant Italy comes fourth 
with £506,000,000—that is, if we count as meee items the joint debt of 
Austria-Hungary and the individual debts of the two portions of the nation. 
The joint debt stood in 1895 at £275,900,000; while the debt of Austria alone 
was £122,678,600, and that of Hw alone £207,729,000, or £606,397,600 in all. 
The United States debt amounts to ,000,000, and that of Spain—exclusive 
of the more recent loans in prosecution of the war in Cuba—at 000,000. 
In the following statement we give a comparison for 1875 and 1895 of the 
indebtedness of the nations which now owe, or did then owe, £100,000,000 or 
over: 


1875. 1805. 
Country (Estimated.) | (Estimated. 
£900,000,000 E, 290, 000, 
780, 000, 000 680; 000; 
B40, 000, 000 575. 000, 000 
390, 000, 000 505, 000, 000 
440, 000; 000 330, 000, 000 
875,000; 000 279, 000, 
350, 000, 000 608; 000, 
200, 000, 000 84.000, 
46, 000; 000 240,000, 
135, 0007 000 180, 000, 
69, 000; 000 153; 000, 
0.000,00 099.000 
75, 000, 000 106.000.030 
7 21, 000,000 5,172, 000, 000 


In spite of the substantial reduction of the English, American, and 
German n is a net increase for the fourteen nations in the twenty 
years of £848,000,000. It may be added that in 1885 these same twelve nations 
owed £4,140,000,000, made up thus: France, £998,000,000; G: 


£127,000,000; A 7 i 
000,000; Australasia, £98, 
Ge 885 there was on this 


reat Britain, £740,4 


or the former of nearly £4,900,000,000, 


984,000, and that of 
500,000 in 1875); while amon 8 new 
an 0 
Argentine 3 which owes about 274,000. 000. For the small borrow- 
ers—Bulgaria, Denmark 

allowed 150.000.000, which is probably only two-thirds of the actual obliga- 
tions of these nations. 

The sum paid annually as interest on the world's debts e pr to 
£230,000,000. Troy gens ago the total was about £200,000, and the in- 
crease of only £30, „with a capital addition of more than £1,000, 000,000, 
is explained by the fact that money now is cheaper, provided c: ts are 
good, than it was in 1875, when, on some of its loans, Pomana was paying BL 
por cent; India, 4 per cent: Holland, 4} percent; Canada, 4} per cent; Ce, 

ussia, and Brazil, 5 per cent; Italy and Portugal, 6 per cent; Hungary, 74 
per cent; Egypt, 8 4 cent; Turkey and Peru, 10 per cent; 8 15 
cent, and exico, 18 per cent. France, of course, pays out the rgest sum 
of money 8 in the way of interest, the total running to about £37,- 
000,000, Or 19s. Sd. per head of the population. Great Britain's disbursement 
is $24 540,000, or 18. 9d. per head. Russia pays out a little more, £24,726,000, 
or 4s. IId. per head. Austria-Hungary, on the joint and ial debts, yə 
out £37,190,000 a year, and the average per capita expenditure on the foin 
debt is 48. 10d.; on the special Austrian debt, 10s. 10d.,and on the apo un- 
garian debt, lis. The annual e e in Italy amounts to £23,450,000, which 
works out at the rate of lis. 1d. per head. Spain pays nearly £11,300,000inter- 
est annually, or 13s. Id. prr head. Though the capital itself is a large item, | 
the charge per annum in the United States is no more than Is. 9d. per head, | 
5 the other hand, it runs to as much as £1 2s. 6d. per head. 
dett says tin Peru this per capita charge runs to £1 3s., but there m 
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be 3 wrong with Burdett's figures. 3 Portugal the amount is 15s. | 


cam A and in Egypt ls. 10d. per h 
m ls, 4d. 

Can anyone say offhand what is the gute debt of all the ‘lish pos- 
sessions in all of the globe? We will give the total—it is £1,(97,166,600. 
After the mother country, India the heaviest debt, the total as 
as we have seen, £127. Poy . Then comes New South Wales with 5,000, 
Canada with £51,288,000 (net), Victoria with £47,937,300, New Zealand with 
£39,(85,000, Queensland with £30,639.500, Cape Colony with £27,675,178, and 
Bonta Australia with £23,100,000, St. Helena brings up the rear with a modest 

408. 5 


In Germany it is no more 


APPENDIX B. 


BILL (S. $478) TO IMPROVE THE BANKING SYSTEM, TO SECURE DEPOSITORS 
AGAINST LOSS, TO PROVIDE SAFE DEPOSITORIES FOR THE PEOPLE'S SAV- 
INGS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

(Introduced by Mr. Perrer January 5, 1897.) 

Be it enacted, etc., That an 
States, may associate themselves in manner and form as 
ea and 6 of the national bank act, approved J: . 3. 1 

en: ess O! g 
of act; and ev such associa’ when so formed, shall be a bod 

tn national bank act, with powers, du- 
ed in section 9 of said act and following 


d such real estate or bonds, or either of them in any popore but such 
proportiona shal! not be ¢ except on ninety days’ public notice and b. 
on of the Comptroller of the Currency: Provided, That ons- fo 
tal may consist of State bonds of any State when and as lon: 


t of the ca! 
3 State are at or above par in the market. If at any time suc: 
bonds fall below par, they must be replaced by other forms of capital herein 


rized. 
Sec. 3. The certificate of incorporation shall show what lands and lo = 


cel or e of land. ay. acknowledged 5 
shall be immediate! ‘or record in r recording office e 
county, and 1 be recorded and indexed, pe record shall be notice to 


the lien until and unless other like security is first substituted or its value 
replaced by bonds or coin or bullion, as above, and not without the consent of 
the Comptroller of the Currency, in accordance with rules and regulations 
by him. The certificate of inco: tion shall show also the 
amount of coin, if any, or of bullion or bonds, included in the capital stock of 
- the association: and whenever any material nge is made in the 5 
ol the several classes of pa ies p 8 certificate sho g the 
changes shall be made and recorded in like manner as the original certificate, 
with appropriate index references for connections on the records. 
SEC. 4. tno jasay or lots of vug 8 is in aan or which are 
exempt as homesteads, or are exe: ‘or other purposes by constitutional 
provisions or the laws of the State, shall be taken as stock in any such bank- 


t nature on lands taken = 

or com an 

e Sie PEA te es F od 

taxati d the hall be held as tity for the : t 

for purposes of taxation, an as secu: paymen 
of the 8 


case the 
their value as such security, the difference shall be prom 
additional security. Failure for thirty days after notice 
hereinafter provided for to supply such additional security. be cause for 
closing the bank by the examiner. The form of subscriptions for stock and 
for pledging, ert osama er gt morao shall gn vag under the 
direction and su approval oi Com er g urrency. 
3 such banking association shall be permitted to 
show to the satisfaction of the Comptroller of the 


First. That all of the capital stock has been subscribed, giring the names 
is or pondent 


America as security for the faithful perf 
banking associati 


States of 

the law on the part of said tion. 
Third. That all the m above mentioned, and all the coin or bullion 
pe in, as capital stock, ther with the bonds to be used for like purpose, 

ve been deposited in the United States Treasury. 

SEC. 6. When all these preliminary arrangements have been completed, 
then the Comptroller shallin writing or printing, over his official signature, 
t authority to said association to begin the business of g, subject 
E the provisions hereof, under the name and at the place mentioned in 
certificate of incorporation, and on notice thereof the Secretary of the 
shall forthwith transmit to the proper officers of such association 
to amount of the capital stock 
be reserved to 


paper, and shall be as nearly as 
to those issued under authority of the act 
862, commonly known as the back 


, and shall be delivered in such proj ons of each eee as the 
cers shall 


, and they be received in 8 of 


whatsoever of the United States, and shall 


a legal tender in payment of all debts, public and private, within the United 
States, th the original United Sta ig AY 

in manner 
this act, an 


ba 
ore day, and within one hour thereafter a notice printed in 
p y written, signed by the cashier and bookkeeper, shall 

on the outside of the front door of the bank, showing the exact condition of 
the bank’s business at the hour of cl da 


torun shall bestated. Any willfully falsestatement in this matter is 
declared to be a felony, punishable i 
than five years nor more tha: the discretion of the jury trying 
e case. All losses sustained by depositors in the bank, in cases where the 
bank would be rine (rear in law, the United States will bear, and the Treas- 
urer of the United States is hereby authorized and directed to pay the same, 
outof any moneys in the Treasury hot otherwise appropriated, on certificate 
by the Comptroller of the e 
Sec. 8. That no officer or stockholder of the association shall be permitted 
to borrow from the bank or to become indebted to it an amount of money 


greater than 10 per cent of his paid-up stock; nor shall he be accepted as 
=o or indorser for any borrower from the in any greater amount, 
u 


any sum or sums for which, at the time, he may be indebted 
bound to tha bank. The cashier is specially charged with the execution of 


less than five months apart. He shall make report on blanks Popara y 
fares of the 
the bast provided ea inthe law. He shall examine ores overs —— of 
being care conducted 
troller, and, at th 


effect in some r of eral circulation in 
located. If he dnd | . — 


th 
able advances for this shall be made the 
Treasurer on warrant from the Secretary of 2 at the tino ot the 
BEC. 10. Interest charged in discounting r by a bank under the pro- 
visions of this act shall not exceed the 8 annum on ‘pane 
. = to pan per Gorta paper - 
percent on papera to 
than th — — 


court, and until excess to the person entitled. 
Sec. 11. That any and every such bank shall have connected with it, and of 
which it itory, in charge of a 


mpetent — crt — th > of thi ted, who shall 
col n, a as the e nted, who 
enter into din asum not less 2 5 $50,000, to be fixed sporovi by the 


safes for the proper protection of moneys, 


tution ; 
depository shall receive deposits of 5 cents and multi- 


insti x 
Sro. 12. The savin 
ples thereof, but it s not receive more than from or for one 8 


ono 5 All d ts ter than 8 multiples of that sum. 
ceipts for poste af Lor less shall be in the form of adhesive stamps placed 
on cards of convenient size. The stamps and cards shall be prepared under 
direction of the Comptroiler of the rrency, each stamp representing 5 
cents, and the 5 be made in blocks of 20 each, perforated, and the 
cards shall be of and dimensions to receive on one side 20 stam 
2 site of sums greater than §1 and less than $23 
be receipted for on Tanks speciall 
retained 


han three months. 


Interest will not be allowed on deposits which are with- 
drawn within three months. Interest will be paid in lawful money of the 
United States at the rate of 2 cent per annum on all sums less than $25 
running more than three m and not more than six months; 2} per cent 
on such sums running six months to nine months; 3 per cent on such sums 
running nine months to twelve months; 4per centonall such sums running 
one year or longer, in all cases payable annually to the de tor or his order 
or credited on account asa d. as he or she shall direct. Deposits 
which are subject to withdrawal hin three months shall be kept separate 
and apart from all other moneys, and shall not be used for any purpose what- 
ever sopt to pay out on the depositor's orders. Blank order books for this 
purpose shall be kept in the depository. 

SEOC. 13. That all moneys deposited for a period of three months or longer 
shall be cantante turned over to the bank on notes pro to pay an 
equal amount to the depository ninety days after date, without grace, with 
interest at the rate of 4 per cent per annum, and in case the money when due 
is not required for payment to depositors by the depository, it may be used 
another ninety days in like manner, the bank paying into the d tory reg- 
ularly the interest due at the end of each ninety-day period, and so on, the 
intent being that the bank may use the time e for ninety-day periods 
at the rate of 4 per cent annual interest, payable quarterly. as long as the 

rinci is not needed for payment to depositors. in case of loss to any 

5 tor where a private savings bank would be liable, the Treasurer of the 
United States will pay the amountof the loss on certificate of the Comptroller 
of the Currency showing the amount of the loss and that it is a proper case 
for allowance under this act. 
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Sec. 14. In any case where a person wishes to deposit 
that sum, not exceeding $100, the cashier shall receive the money and deliver 
to the depositor a savings note for the amount of the de t, and immedi- 
ately turn the money over to the bank for use, as provided in the last pre- 
ceding section. The note shall be dated day of issue and shall bear interest 
from that date at the rate of 3.65 per cent per annum if not presented for 
redemption within six months thereafter. Reports showing the number, 
date. and amount of each and all of these savings notes issued shall be for- 


orany multiple of 


warded once in every ten days to the Comptroller of the Currency. All 
savings notes shall be made payable on demand after thirty days, and when 
id they shall be immediately canceled b gen ping or writing across their 

e 


‘ace in red ink the word “canceled.” ad ing ay and year, and at the 
end of each calendar month all such canceled notes be forwarded 
registered mail to the Comptroller of the Currency, to be by him examine 
and reported to the Treasurer of the United States for destruction as other 
canceled Government paper is destroyed. These savings notes while out- 
standing may pass from hand to hand, the same as bank notes; they will be 
receivable for taxes and all public dues, and shall be lawful money and ! 
anak in payments of all debts to the amount of their face value, excluding 

terest. 


And f 
e, cause to be prepared Treasu 
* Multiples of that 


Spe | shall have the name of 
on them as the place of mpti 


bank of issue prin e: 
ominations; they shall have blank 


bered consecutively in each of the den 


8 

ial ag 5 — any amount. ey shall be redeemable only at the 
shall pay into the depository 3 per cent annual interest able every six 

; 2 A e e by 


longing, with the furniture and fixtures and all o 
erty of th 
the coin, bullion, and bondson deposit, shall be 
ures, omissions, negligences, or fraudsof 
have occasioned 5 
examiners herein vided for to see that the s. olders“ Tapar ana 
that of the bank is kept properly insured; and at any time, in case the Y- 
ance has expired without renewal, it shall be the duty of the examiner toper- 
sonally see thata renewal is effected immediately at the oy es of the owner. 
— — cost Kad recor renewal, if need be, must be paid by the on penalty of 
osing i 


charge of a superintendent apposen by the 


ey are used in this act, 
lages, towns, and cities, as well as lands in general, together with the improve- 
ments thereon. 

Sec. 18. Applications for the loan of money will be made on blanks pre- 
ere under the direction of the Comptroller of the Currency, showing the 
location, description, and estimated value of the particular lot, parcel, or 
as security, with the appraisement, under oath, of three 

disinterested freeholders of the neighborhood who have personal knowled. 
of the premises, showing the actual value of the land or lot, with and with- 
out improvements, e ted as other lands or lots in that locality are 
e and its! value for taxation, together with the report Pa 2 

e: 


piece of land off: 


los: er in cases where, for good reason, the sw 
opinion that such examination is necessary. In case the land offered be pub- 
lic land, not subject to homestead entry, the Government price be 


superintendent on the Treasurer of the 
indorsed by the Comptroller of the 1 record of such indorse- 
ment made, 8 be paid as warrants on the Treasury are paid. The notes 
shall be filed and preserved, the mortgages recorded acco: to the laws 
of the particular State, and afterwards preserved with the notes in fire- 
proof vaults or safes. 

SEC, 19. That the notes and mortgages and other instruments of like 
nature, if any there need be, which are required to carry out the provisions 
of this act, be drawn in favor of the United States of America, condi- 
tioned that in case of failureatany time to pay interest, taxes, and insurance, 
or other necessary charge ed, asthe same become due and payable, 
according to the contract of loan or the law of the State, the whole debt, 

rincipal and inte: shall become at once due and payable, and proceedings 

‘or collection may be nas in provided. 

Seo. 20. That the time for which money may be lent under the provisions 
of this act shall not be less than one year nor longer than twenty years, nor 
at a rate of interest exceeding 2 per cent per annum, pee annually. 

Sec. 21. In case of failure at any time to pay interest, taxes, and insurance, 
or other stipulated charges, according to the contract, the whole debt, prin- 
cipal and interest, shall become due and payable, and the attorney for the 
district in which the bank is situated, on notice by the superintendent, shall 

roceed without unnecessary delay to collect the same according to law in 

e State courts. Proceedings shall be conducted in the name of the super- 
intendent and his successors in office for the use and benefit of the United 
States, The commission of waste on the premises baci gp by any willful 
act of the mortgagor, or by his connivance, procuremen mission, or con- 
sent, or any other act by him so done or permitted, that ch or may be rea- 
sonably expected to have, the effect of reducing the value of the security, 
shall be held to annul the contract of loan; the debt shall at once become due 
and payable, and proceedings to collect the same shall be immediately begun 
as herein provided for in other cases. Whena loan has been paid, the mort- 
gage of record shall be released in an instrument signed officially by the su- 

rintendent; and in cases of foreclosure and court decrees the release shall 

made b the attorney who brought the suit, following the State law as to 
manner and form. And in all cases of orders tor tne sale of land under court 


decrees in foreclosure proceedi: on application of the mortgagor, execu- 
tion shall be stayed, and he shall have three years in which to redeem the 
land on ent of judgment, interest, and accruing costs: Provided, how- 
ever, That the stay s operate only from year to year, on condition that 
interest on the judgment, together with taxes and insurance on the property, 
be paid each year as they become due, and that no waste be tted. th 
other words, the stay may be extended from year to year for three years on 
condition that the annual charges be paid when due. and that the security be 
not im: „but not otherwise. The proceeds of sale shall be paid over to 
thesuperintendent. All moneys received by the saperixteadenk on. account 
of the payment of loans, except one-half of the interest, shall be immediatel 
transmitted by the bank's draft to the United States Treasurer, so ge 
cover the same into the sury, to be used as other public funds are 8 
One-half of the interest in every case shall be paid over to the as com- 
pensation for the use of building and appurtenances. 

Sxc. 22. That no loan under the foregoing provisions shall be for less than 
$100, nor for more than $2,500, to or for any one person or family, nor toeffect 
the purchase or ren SMH of a tract of land containing more than 100 acres; 
and no such loan shall be granted unless it be to procure or to save a home; 
that is to say, before a loan is made it must appear that the applicant, being 
without a home, needs the money to purchase one; or that, having a home, 
he is in danger of losing it by reason of his being unable to pay the incum- 
brance which isa lien upon it and is about to be enforced in court. In no 
case shall money be loaned under the foregoing provisions for purposes of 
speculation, and everx 8 shall contain a statement of the sonny 
under oath, sho that the money is intended for purposes herein provi 
for, and that it is not for purposes of speculation. 

Sec. 23. That in order to provide funds to carry out eg of this 


act the Secre of the Treasury is hereby authorized an to cause 
to have as the same ed, not to exceed in the to 
$500,000, notes, in form, color, dimensions, devices, and g 
matter similar to the United States notes, commonly called“ backs,’ 


issued under the act of February 25, 1862, except that there be nothing 
printed thereon showing that the notes are not receivable for customs dues, 
or that they may not used in payment of interest on the public debt. 
These notes shall be receivable in erman of all taxes, in duties, ex- 
cises, debts, and demands of eve d due to the United States, and of all 
claims and demands against the United States of every kind whatsoever, and 
shali also be lawful money and a legal tender in payment of all debts, public 
and private, within the United States. The Treasurer of the United States 
pay out said notes on of the superintendents 8 the 
Comptroller of the Currency, as hereinbefore protea; n any of said 
notes are afterwards received in the Treasury, they shall be paid out 
as other moneys; and when the notes are paid out, chec 
. de 5 —.— any moneys in the Treasury not subject 
cial ap ions by gress. 
BEC. bi All bankin; 


be $4,000, and that of the second pan ble as other salaries are d. 
8 Pollar, as he shall direct, in the ga 
office. 


Sec. 27. That banks herein authorized may, at any time when the owners 

of two-thirds of the stock shall so desire shall Ives in 
rovided in the by-laws, discontinue banking 

the satisfaction of the Comptroller of the Currency that all depos- 

in full and that all i demands against the bank have 

been paid or satisfactorily secured. But before the lien of the United States 


months after the 
the Currency the 
the ba 


Sec. 28. That in every particular where they are applicable, the provisions 
So en banking act shall be construed in aid of the provisions of 
this act. 

Sec. 29. That gold and silver bullion suitable for minting and in quantities 
worth $5) or more may be brought to any mint of the United States, and it 
shall be received by the proper officers and coined into current standard 
coins for the benefit of the depositor and without expense to him. Such coins 
shall be lawful tender in payment of all debts to any amount whatever. 


Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, the joint resolution has been 
read twice. Lask that it may be now placed upon the Calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas asks 
that the joint resolution, which has been twice read, be now 
placed upon the Calendar. 

Mr. FRYE. Has the joint resolution ever been referred toa 
committee? . 

Mr. PEFFER. It has not been referred to a committee, 

Mr. FRYE. Ought it not to be referred to the Committee on 
Finance? 

Mr. PEFFER. I would rather have it go on the Calendar, so 
that it i ee uP in the regular order for discussion. 

Mr. FRYE. Under the rule it should be referred. 

Mr. PEFFER. The Senator will remember that the word 
“may” is used in the rule, and it is not used in such connection 
as to mean ‘‘shall.” 

Mr. FRYE. On looking at the Calendar, the presumption is 
5 = ing there has been reported by a committee. 


That may be true, Mr. President, but we have 
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any number of instances within the recollection of all of us where 
a proceeding of this kind has been pursued after a second reading. 
It has been asked as a special favor in several instances, I know. 
I do not ask this as a special favor, but I think it is the rule. 

Mr. FRYE. It ought not to be done, but at the same time I 
shall not undertake to make any motion in regard to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? 

Mr. HILL. Does it require unanimous consent? 

Mr. PEFFER. I do not think it does require unanimous con- 
sent. I think it would require a motion to prevent it from going 
to the Calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that a motion 
to refer is in order and will be entertained by the Chair if made, 

Mr. HILL. That is not 9 5 the precise question I asked. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks the joint reso- 
lution will go to the Calendar unless such a motion is made. 

Mr. PLATT. Has the joint resolution been read twice? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint resolution has been 
twice read, the Chair will state. 

Mr. HILL. I suggest to the Senator from Kansas the propriety 
of having a committee examine this proposition. The difficulty 
about it is that some day, when perhaps there is not a very esd 
attendance in the Senate, the matter may be brought up immedi- 
ately, and not baying been considered by any committee, Senators 
may not be pre to act upon it as intelligently as they other- 
wise would. suggest to the Senator whether in the end it 
would not e ite the measure to have it referred? 

Mr. PEFFER. It undoubtedly would take the course of other 
measures. Anobjection would pass it over, under Rule IX, when 
it was reached in the regular way, and all Senators would have 
notice of it. It would certainly be taken up under Rule VIII first, 
and on an objection it would be passed over. 

Mr. HILL. I assume that an important measure like this ought 
to have the consideration of a committee of the Senate. I am not 
now going to discuss the merits of the proposition. It involves a 
good deal; it requires a larga amount of investigation. It involves, 
to a certain extent, the whole financial subject; and everything 
that we have had upon thatsubject has been referred to a commit- 
tee and reported. I do not know of any important measure such 
as this is that has not been referred toastanding committee of the 
Senate, and I do not know why the joint resolution should not be 
referred. The Senator from Kansas does not ask any special favor 
about it. Therefore I think, like any other bill relating to the 
finances, it ought to be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will have the rule 
relating to the matter read tothe Senate. The Secretary will read 
as indicated. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

RULE IV. 
s. * * * > * * 

4. Every bill and aE yy resolution reported from a committee, not having 
previously been read, shall be read once, and twice, if not objected to, on the 
same day, and placed on the Calendar in the order in which the same may be 

; and every bill and joint resolution introduced on leave, and every 
and joint resolution of the House of 1 which shall have 


received a first and second reading without being referred to a committee, 
shall, if objection be made to fur 


oceeding thereon, be placed on the 
Calendar, 

Mr. PLATT. The practice, I think, is that we have two Cal- 
endars. We have one on which bills reported go, and we have 
another to which resolutions and such matters as have not been 
to a committee, but have been before the Senate and talked about, 

o, which is called in common phrase the table calendar. I un- 
erstand that the request now is that the joint resolution shall go 
on the regular Calendar with matters which have been reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas has 


er pr 


not been ific in his request, but a motion to refer will be 
entertained. That will dispose of the matter. 
Mr. HILL. I was going to appeal to the Senator from Kansas, 


to his sense of propriety, that he consent that the joint resolution 
be referred to the Finance Committee. 

Mr. PEFFER. The only time since the Senator from New York 
and I have been associated in this Chamber that I did not consent 
to a request that he made was during our discussion upon the reso- 
lution to appoint a committee to investigate the bond transactions. 
It was the only time, I say, that I did not concur in the Senator’s 
request, and now I am willing to yield to the Senator's appeal and 
let the matter go to the Committee on Finance if he insists upon it. 

Mr he Senator consents to it. By unanimous consent 
the joint resolution can be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint resolution will be re- 
ferred,to the Committee on Finance. 

DEATH OF CHARLES GOVIN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the follow- 
ing message from the President of the United States; which was 
read: 


To the Senate: 


I transmit herewith, in response to a resolution of the Senate of the 22d 
ultimo, a report from the Secretary of State, accompanied by copies of cor- 
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ence conce: the death of Cha: 
n lenco rning the ea rles 8 citizen of the United 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, 5 7 
Washington, January 5, 1897. 


Mr. CALL. ask that the message may be printed; and I supe 
poe 1 should be referred properly to the Committee on Foreign 
ations. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message will be printed and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Lask that the unfinished business be laid 
before the Senate. l 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid, 
eration of the bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free homesteads on 
the public lands in Oklahoma Territory, for actual and bona fide 
settlers, and reserving the public lands for that purpose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that the bill 
pe ee read at length. There are now certain amendments 
pending. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask to have the bill read at length, 
ae ee amendments reported from the Committee on Public 


nds. 
ene PRESIDING OFFICER. The first amendment will be 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to have the bill read at length 
as proposed to be amended. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Before the bill is read, I should like to ask a 
question. Has the Tipo in the case been read? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that it has 
been read, and that it has also been printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. COCKRELL. How about the minority report? I have 
never heard it read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The minority report has been 
printed in the RECORD, but it was not read at length. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to hear that read. I have not 
been able to find a minority report thus far. 

Mr. MORRILL. Evidently the bill is of vastly too great 
1 to be considered when the Senate is as thin as it is 
to-day. There is hardly a quorum present at this time, and as the 
bill is a very important one, proposing to repeal laws that were 
established in relation to land equal in amount to thirty or forty 
million dollars, and involving the question whether the Govern- 
ment shall be reimbursed that sum or not, I ask that the measure 
be postponed for one week. I do not think that we are likely to 
have a full Senate here the present week. I hope,the bill will be 
postponed for a week. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont asks 
unanimous consent that the bill be postponed for one week. The 
Chair understands the request to be that it be postponed without 
losing its place as unfinished business at that time. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Do I understand that the Senator from 
yen asks unanimous consent that the bill be put over for one 
wee i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the request which has 
been submitted to the Senate. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. To that, of course, I shall object. 

Mr. FRYE. If the Senator will pardon me, in order to find out 
whether there is a quorum of Senators in the Chamber, I suggest 
the lack of a quorum; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine sug- 
gests the want of a quorum. The roll will be called. 


r 


The Secretary ed the roll, and the following Senators 
answered to their names: 
Aldrich, Cullom, Lodge. Proctor, 
Allen, Daniel, McBride, Pugh 
Bacon, Davis, MeMillan, Sew 
Baker, Faulkner, Martin. Shoup, 
porte b At hey 8 Wis. 8 
rrows, ear, organ, 
Call, Gray, Morrill, Teller, 
Cannon, Hale, Murphy, 

Carter, Harris. Pasco, Walthall, 
Chandler, Hawley, Peffer. Wetmore, 
ilton, b Perkins, White. 
Clark, Hoar, Pettigrew, 

Cockrell, Jones, Ark. Platt, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Fifty Senators have answered 
to their names. A quorum is present. 

Mr. MORRILL. Lask unanimous consent that the bill may go 
over until to-morrow, when I trust the attendance will be larger 
than it is to-day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont 
asks unanimous consent that the bill go over until to-morrow 
as the unfinished business without losing its place. Is there ob- 
jection? 

: Mr. PETTIGREW. I do not think I shall object to that re- 
quest. I am simply desirous that the bill shall be considered by 


1897. 
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that it will not be disposed of at this 

session. Believing, of course, that the request is made not for the 

urpose of delay or to hinder in any way the consideration of the 

bill. I will consent that it shall go over and be the unfinished busi- 

ness for to-morrow, but to-morrow I shall insist upon its consid- 
eration without further delay, 

. HOAR. Ishould like to suggest that if the Senate delays 
this matter it does not hurt the bill which is entitled to prece- 
dence so much as it does other bills that come after it. the 
bill in charge of the Senator from South Dakota is to go over, I 
should like the consent of the Senate for the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the penalty of death 
may be inflicted, which is also a special order and has been such’ 
ever since the 15th of April, 1896. Our law in regard to the pen- 
alty of death is simply a relic of the barbarism of the past. I ask 
that that bill may be taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL]? 

Mr. HARRIS. Let the title of the bill be read. I did not hear 
what it was. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The title of the bill referred to 
by the Senator from Massachusetts will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which 
the penalty of death may be inflicted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The immediate question before 
the Senate is the request of the Senator from Vermont, which is 

that the pending business be laid aside informally until to-morrow 
morning. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 
3 Mr. PETTIGREW. It is to retain its place as the unfinished 
msiness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is to retain its place as the 

unfinished business, the bill being only informally laid aside. 


INFLICTION OF DEATH PENALTY. 


Mr. HOAR. I ask unanimous consent of the Senate for the 
consideration at this time of the bill which I have named. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be stated by title. 

Mr. FRYE. Let it be read in full for the information of the 
Senate, please. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read in full for 
the information of the Senate. 

The Secretary read the bill (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in 
which the penalty of death may be inflicted, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That in all cases where the accused is found guil 


crime of murder, or of rape under sections 5339 or 5345, Revised Statu 
jury may 2 their verdict by adding thereto “ without 3 
n 


the Senate and . of, and of course anxious that delay shall 
not place it in such a position 


of the 
the 
unish- 


ment;” and whenever the jury return a verdict qualified as aforesaid 
oe person convicted shall be sentenced to imprisonment at hard labor for 
e 


Sec. 2. That except offenses mentioned in sections 5332, 1342, 1624, 5339, and 
5345, Revised Statutes, when a person is convicted of any offense to which the 
3 of death is now ifically affixed by the laws of the United 

tates, he shall be sentenced to imprisonment at hard labor for life, and when 
any person is convicted of an offense to which the punishment of death, or a 
lesser punishment, in the discretion of the court, is affixed, thé maximum 
punishment shall be imprisonment at hard labor for life. 5 

SEC. 3. That the punishment of death prescribed for any offense 7 

by the statutes of the United States. except in sections oe, 1342, 1624, 5339, 
and Revised Statutes, is hereby abolished, and all laws and parts of laws 
in ent with this act are hereby re ed. 
Src. 4. That pom herein contained shall apply to or in any way affect 
any proceeding or indictment now found or pending or that may be found 
for any offense committed before the pago of this act, and offenses 
committed before the geof this act s be punished under the laws 
then in force: Provided, That juries may return qualified verdicts in such 
cases according to the provisions of section 1 of this act, and the sentences 
shall be imposed as therein provided. 


By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill; which had been reported 
from the Committee on the Judiciary with an amendment, to 
insert as an additional section the following: 

Spo. 5. That any Indian who shall commit the offense of rape within the 
limits of any Indian reservation shall be punished by imprisonment at the 
discretion of the court. So much of the ninth section of chapter 341 of the 
acts of the year 1855 as is inconsistent herewith is herewith repealed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Ishould like to ask the Senator in charge 
of the bill if this would not be a good place to insert a provision 
in regard to jurisdiction of the courts in offenses committed in the 
Indian reservations? Is there not such a bill as that pending 
before the committee of which the Senator from Massachusetts is 
chairman? 

Mr. HOAR. I should think that would be the subject of a sepa- 
rate . but I hope it will not be permitted to interfere with 
this bill, as it would very likely embarrass or delay its passage. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I hope the Senator and his committee will 
give attention to the matter to which I have referred. 

Mr. HOAR. Iwill. The committee have that bill before them. 
I will state that the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Vinas] has, as 
a subcommittee, the matter of Indian jurisdiction, with which he 
is very familiar, in charge. He will make a report, I have no 
doubt, at an early day. 


Mr. HAWLEY. I seea feature of this bill the wording of which 
I do not quite like. I see it is provided in section 2— 

That except offenses mentioned in sections 5382, 1342, 1624, 5339, and 5345, 
Revised Statutes, when a person is convicted of any offense to which the 

unishment of death is now specifically affixed by the laws of the United 
States, he shall be sentenced to imprisonment at hard labor for life, etc. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will pardon me, those are offenses 
provided for in the Articles of War, with the exception of treaso: 
and treason has a special provision, so that the punishment o 
treason is much milder; that is, this bill reduces the punishment 
for certain offenses, if the jury shall so find, to imprisonment for 
life; but in cases of treason the punishment has been re- 
duced, at the discretion of the court, to imprisonment for a term 
of years. It would take a very long bill to enumerate all the 
offenses mentioned in the Articles of War and those regarding the 


avy. 

Mr. HAWLEY. All that is referred to here is contained in 
those sections of the Revised Statutes? 

Mr. HOAR. Les; it is all contained in those sections. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on . to 
the amendment reported by the Committee on the Judiciary, 
which has been stated. : 

The amendment was to. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

TERMS OF PRESIDENT AND REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. PROCTOR. I wish to give notice that on Monday next, on 
the completion of the morning business, I shall ask to have taken 
up, for the purpose of briefly addressing the Senate regarding them, 
Orders of Business 62 and 63 of subjects on the table, being joint 
resolutions introduced by me relating to the Presidential term and 
the terms of members of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 2 o’clock and 27 minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned untilto-morrow, Wednesday, January 
6, 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, January 5, 1897. 
3 The House met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to order by the 


jpeaker. : 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. HENRY N. CoupEn. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Tuesday, December 22, 1896, 
was read and approved. 


CERTAIN LANDS IN KANSAS, 


Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Speaker—— 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. BRODERICK] 
desires to present a request. This requires unanimous consent, 
because the provisions of the rule already adopted require the 
House to go into Committee of the Whole. If there be no objec- 
tion, the gentleman will be allowed to submit his request. 0 
Chair hears no objection. ret he Mon 

Mr. BRODERICK. I desire to submit a resolution, and ask 
unanimous consent for its present consideration. If it provokes 
any discussion, I will withdraw it. 

e SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolution relating to Union Pacific Railway lands. 


Whereas there are and valuable tracts of land, situate in the State of 
Kansas, which were embraced in the t made by the Government to the 
Union Pacific Railway Company to which patents have not yet been issned; 


and 

Whereas most of these lands have been sold by said railway company to 
bona fide purchasers who are in possession and who have made g and 
valuable improvements thereon; and 

Whereas the United States land officers at the Topeka, Kans., land office 
have allowed and are allowing homestead entries to be made upon these lands 
without 9 legal authority: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, directed 
to report to this House the cause of the omission to issue patents tosaid lands 
and the authority under which the United States land officers at Ti 

pretend to act in permitting these entries to be made. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? 

Mr. LACEY. Ishould like to hear some statement from the 
gentleman from Kansas [Mr. BRODERICK] before unanimous con- 
sent is given. rm 

Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Speaker, the facts are recited in the 
preamble to the resolution. ese lands were granted to the rail-' 
road company, but for some reason which is not generally under- 
stood patents have not been issued, and men are going to the 
Topeka land office now and making pretended homestead entries 
upon these lands. ? 
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These lands have been in the possession of the present owners 
in many instances for twenty or twenty-five years. They have 
been paid for, occupied, and the owners have made valuable im- 

vements upon them, but the Department has omitted to issue 
Tes patente e simply ask why this omission has been made, 
and ask under what authority, if any, these lands are being home- 


ed. 

Mr. LACEY. As I understand, then, this only asks for informa- 
tion from the Department? 

Mr. BRODERICK. It asks only for information. Itis 2 
a resolution of inquiry. An official report of the facts is all that 
is desired at this time. Other steps may be taken later if the 
answer to this resolution warrants further action. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? 

There was no objection. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER. 
Mr. MEREDITH. Mr. Speaker 
Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, Iam compelled to ask for the regular 


order. 

Mr. MEREDITH. I ask my friend to allow me to introduce a 
resolution. It will only take a moment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] 
demands theregular order. Consequently, under the rule already 
adopted, the House resolves itself into ittee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering the 
bill H. R. 4566, and the gentleman from New York [Mr. PAYNE] 
will please take the chair. 

Accordingly, the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for the consideration of 
the bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the postal laws relating to second- 
class mail matter, with Mr. PAYNE in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

ae (H. R. 4566) to amend the postal laws relating to second-class. mail 
matter. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, the bill has already been read and 
printed in the RECORD, and I ask that the reading of it be dis- 
pensed with. 

he CHAE The Clerk is simply reporting the title of 
the bill. i 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the rule under which 
we are now Se ae read. 

The C. MAN, ithout objection, the Clerk will report 
the rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That on 2 J 2 doe 1897, immediately after the reading 

of the Journal, the House resol itself into Committee of the Whole 

House on the state of the Union for the consideration of H. R. No. 4506, a bill 

to amond the laws rela to second-class mail matter; that said bill 
1 


ATDA sig pepe E e e E . E A a 
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general debate shall ame 
consideration under the five-minute rule until 4 p. m., at which time the com- 


FFF 
ments and bill to its final passage. 

Mr. QUIGG. Ishould like to ask the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Loup] if he has any suggestion to make about the 
time to be consumed in general debate. 

Mr. LOUD, In view of the limited time for debate, and the 
very many requests for opportunity to speak, it seems to me that 
the time can be better distributed by a gentleman on tbis side and 
one on the other; that it would be better to parcel it out in that 
manner than to allow individual members to secure the floor who 
would be entitled to an hour each. I would make that suggestion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Quee] if he desires to be ized, 

Mr. LOUD. I make that request, Mr. Chairman, that the gen- 
tleman from New York be allowed to control the time in opposi- 
tion to the bill, and that I may be allowed to control it on the 
other side. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from California asks unan- 
imous consent that the gentleman from New York may be per- 
mitted to control one-half of the time against the bill, and the 
gentleman from California [Mr. Loup], on behalf of the commit- 
tee, on the other side. Is there objection? [Afterapause.] The 
Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. QUIGG. Does the gentleman from California desire to 
proceed with the remainder of his time that was not used by him 
the other day? 

Mr. LOUD.” If the gentleman from New York is ready to pro- 
ceed, in view of the fact that I have occupied so much time, I 
would prefer to wait until later on in the debate. ~ 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, in presenting this bill to the con- 
sideration of the House the other day, the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia r. Loup] enlarged upon its importance. I desire to 


concur in the view that he then expressed—that this is the most 
important measure that has been under consideration here during 


the present session of Co „and it is likely to be the most 
important bill that we shall have to consider, save, ibly, the 
funding bill presently to be acted on. I concur in this view the 
more earnestly because there is very little else that the gentleman 
from California said with which I can entirely agree. 

This bill is not only important, it isrevolutionary; anditisnotless 
reactionary than revolutionary. If this bill passes, for the first time 
since the Post-Office Department was established Congress will have 
taken a step backward in the liberal policy it has maintained with 
regard to the public uses of the: . If this bill passes, privi- 
leges and rights will be withdrawn and denied which have existed - 
for half a century, privileges and rights so widely availed of that 
industries have been built upon them, trades and businesses es- 
tablished, and conditions of production and barter fixed. If this 
bill passes, a blow will be struck at every occupation connected 
with the art of printing and the business of publishing, circulat- 
ing, and selling the product of the printing press. If this is so, 
and anybody can see at a glance that it is so, no argument is 
needed to enforce the assertion that we should be sure of our 
ground and be fully persuaded of compensating results to the pub- 
lic interest before we give our approval to such radical, such 
injurious and far-reaching legislation. 

Two pretenses are made with which to justify this bill. The 
first is that the mails are now being used in a way that the law 
did not intend or contemplate and that by this bill we are simpl 
providing against abuses. The second is that its passage will 
save to the public Treasury the sum which the gentleman from 
California, by mathematical processes that are altogether bewil- 
dering, variously estimates from ten to forty millions of dollars. 
If either of these pretenses could be established, if they were even 
credible, [should certainly support the bill in spite of the grieyous 
injuries that its enactment must — apon the industries and 
occupations to which I have just re But the facts in the 
case conclusively prove that the uses of the mails which this bill 
seeks to prevent were held in full contemplation when the law 
took its present shape, have since been repeatedly confirmed, and 
that the effect of the bill upon the revenue and expenditure of the 
Post-Office Department is altogether problematical. Indeed, I 
think that the House will see before this debate is concluded that 
the inevitable loss of revenues in first and fourth class postage 
will be quite as great as any possible saving by reason of the reduc- 
tion of the cost of mail transportation and that the net effect of 
the bill will be to produce disaster to printers, binders, publishers, 
newsdealers, and paper manufacturers, without materially affect- 
ing the financial condition of the post-office. 

The difficulty, Mr. Chairman, which the Post-Office Depart- 
ment has experienced in comprehending the fact that it is the 
positiveand assured purpose of the law to permit all publications 
not obscene or indecent to be sent through the mails to sub- 
scribers and dealers when issued at stated intervals from a known 
office of publication, and when not covered with a ent 
binding, is not easy to understand. The statute by which this 

rivilege was expressly conferred was enacted in 1845, more than 
fifty years ago. It contained this provision: 


All letters, newspapers, and all magazines and hhlets periodical] b- 
lished, or which may be published in a DE DO RR AARIS rides: 18 
under the same title, shall be designated as second-class matter. 


I am not able to say at what particular time publishers of books 
began toissue their publications in serial form, but it was at some 
time uently to the of this law and prior to the act 
of 1879, which is the existing statute with regard to second-class 
matter and the statute which the pending bill purposes to amend. 
It came about as the result of the wonderful improvement in 
printinganachines and the maryelous processes by which the cost 
of paper making was reduced. Now, I ask the committee while 
I run over the history of this matter to bear in mind the fact that 
the gentleman from California, echoing the voice of the Post- 
Office Department, aioe: that existing law did not intend to 
permit the circulation ugh the mails at pound rates of serial 
ö which are books. He said in this report with which 

e accompanied the bill: 
We have oftentimes wondered why a np uterine people have remained 


through le havelong been 
— ed from thirty to forty million dollars a year more than it costs to trans. 


t their matter in order that a very small privileged class, embracing 
but a few thousand, might be indulged in the luxury of pursuing a legitimate 
and in most cases a very profitable business. 


From that language we might infer that our friend had refer- 
ence to the whole of this second-class business, and not to the 
particular “abuses” at which he says this bill aims. But in his 
speech on December 15 he interpreted the remark in his report 
and commented on it as follows: 


tima conclusion that this iniquity— 
I will term it iniquity—costs our people more than $40,000,000 annually. 
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I called the gentleman’s attention on December 19, when the 
rule under which this discussion is p was brought into 
the House by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. ERSON |, to the 
fact that he had said that we were thus going to save from 820, 
000,000 to 840.000,00 which were caused to be expended by this 
“iniquity.” The gentleman from California did not wish to have 
it un 5 that when he brought in his l 
tion bill his forty-million-dollar saving would show there. I 
questioned him at that time particularly on this point of the say- 
ing to the revenue, becanse that is the only reason why anybody 
in this House will want to vote for the bill. 

If this bill passes, it will pass because the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia has persuaded the House that the law never intended to 
confer these privileges, and because he has persuaded the House 
that a huge sum of money will be saved by forbidding the mails 
to periodically issued paper books and sample copies of newspa- 

rs. So that unless he comes in here with an appropriation bill 

t carries out his pretenses—I do not wish to use the word pre- 
tenses” as relating to the gentleman from California, so I will 
say a bill that carries out his assurances—unless he comes in here 
with such an . bill, certainly the House will, be in a 
position to say that it voted under a misapprehension. When I 
warned the gentleman from California on December 19 that it 
was from twenty to forty millions that he had claimed he was 
going to save—and I suggest here that there is a good, big ‘‘ hedge” 

tween twenty and forty millions—he replied as follows: 


The chairman of the Post-Office Committee has made no statement that 
this bill will save from twenty to forty millions a year. The claim that he 
has made, which I have repeated to many gentlemen, is that this bill will 
probably save ten millions a year. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I have quoted the language of the gentle- 
man from California where he said that this postal business which 
he proposes to stop costs $40,000,000 annually; then I have read 
his language where he says that Mr. Wanamaker states that it 
costs forty millions; then I have read his language where he says 
that if his bill passesit will save 8 millions ten ions by 
educa. expenditures and ten by adding to the revenues; and 
lastly, I have just read his statement that it is only ten millions 
he is going to saye. Now, I want to say to the gentleman from 
California that he will not save even ten millions. When he 
talks about mail matter being carried at 8 cents a pound, he uses 
a thoroughly misleading expression, and it has misled him woe- 
fully. It assumes that there are no fixed charges in the Post- 
Office artment. 

If this bill passes, the gentleman is not going to reduce thé num- 

ber of post- offices by a single one; he is not going to reduce the 
number of postmasters; he is not going to reduce the number of 
post-office clerks; heis not going to reduce the number of railway 
mail clerks; he is not going to reduce the number of carriers. The 
only reduction that he can possibly effect is in the one solitary 
item of the cost of transportation on the railroads. That is the 
one place where any saving can be effected, and the saving that he 
will effect there will not be ten millions nor two millions. This 
second-class mail matter has not increased invariably from year to 
qot, as the gentleman from California intimates that it has. It 
not increase, for instance, in the year 1894 over the year 1893. 
On the contrary, there was a decrease in the amount of second- 
class matter carried; but there was an increase in the amount of 
postal expenditure for that year. The compensation to postmas- 
rs increased, the compensation to.clerks increased, the compen- 
sation to carriers increased, the cost of star routes increased, the 
cost of railroad transportation increased more than a million and 
a half of dollars, the cost of post-office car service increased, the 
cost for steamboat service increased, and the cost for railway mail 
clerks increased. There was an increase of expenditure all along 
ee line. I havethe figures here showing a large increase in every 
tem. 

Now, the weight of mail matter carried in that year was sub- 
stantially the same as in the year before, and the weight of second- 
class matter slightly declined. What, then, accounts for the 
increased e ? Why, the distance covered by the mails was 
15,000,000 miles greater than in the 8 year. There were 
716 new star routes; there were 77 new railroad routes; there were 
207 additional mail clerks; there were 402 new post-offices; there 
were 211 additions to the postal clerks; there were 111 additions 
to the force of carriers. So the increase in the mail service of this 
vast and growing country of ours must go on from year to year, 
and the gentleman from California is not going to reduce it. I 
shall come presently in the course of my remarks to a clear state- 
ment of how the compensation of the railroads is determined, 
and the committee will then see that a reduction of the weight of 
mail matter to be carried involves in no respect a proportionate 
reduction of expense even for transportation. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Will the gentleman permit a question? 

Mr. QUIGG. Les, sir. 

Mr. NDERSON. Those of us who are not familiar with the 
evidence put before the Post-Office Committee, and who have not 


had time to examine the reports, would like to know exactly what 


the issue is between the gentleman from New York and those 
representing the other side. If the tleman will indicate the 
rates of the different classes of mail matter carried, and what 
kinds of matter will be transferred under this bill from one class 
to another, we shall probably be better able to follow his line of 
argument. 

r. QUIGG. I am extremely obliged to the gentleman from 
Iowa for his suggestion. Mr. Chairman, this bill poses all 
sorts of e in the existing law, but there are two which are 
especially radical. Before the debate is concluded I will try to 
indicate all of the proposed changes, but these two are the great, 
the serious and important ones. First, the bill forbids access to 
the mails to periodical publications which are books, Now, peri-. 
odical publications, whether they are books or newspapers—their 
characteristics being defined by statute—are admitted to the mails 
under the act of 1879 as second-class matter, and by the act of 1885 
the postage rate for second-class matter was fixed at 1 centa pound. 
The rate at which these second-class publications are carried has 
been variously altered during the last fifty years, but the original 
law, preceding that of 1879, giving to them second-class privileges, 
was passed in 1845, and has not been chan su uently except 
in the direction of greater liberality. Its language I have already 
9 The present law, however, is the act of 1879, and it is 

is act which the pending bill amends. 

The act of 1879 with regard to second-class matter says that it 
must have these four characteristics: 

Í be ly issued at stated intervals, as uently as f. 

ee . te dey of issne, and be — maaan tively. om 

That establishes its periodical character. 

Second. It must be issued from a known office of publication. 

That fixes its identity. 

It must be formed of ted sheets, without cloth, leather, 
or giles substantial binding, Gomis distinguishes eee hag oh for preser- 
yation— 

es the language of the statute—‘ printed books for preser- 
va on tre - 


from periodical 
And, fourth, 
information of a 


blications. , 
must be originated and published for the dissemination 

bhe character, or be devoted to literature. the sciences, 

arts,or some ind „and it must havea te list of subscribers: 

Provided, however, 8 


ad mi th ud ow poole publi retry piers f 
t to the second- TA ar publica: y for 
advertising purposes, or for free circu 


primaril 
lation, or for circulation at nominal 
rates. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, those are the statutory characteristics 
which a publication must possess in order to be admitted to the 
mails as second-class matter. It is proposed by the gentleman 
from California in this bill so to change the law that those peri- 
odical publications which are books shall not be carried as second- 
class matter, but must go into the third class, and pay 8 cents a 
pound instead of 1 cent. 

He proposes one other change. There has existed in this coun- 
try since, I think, 1879—the gentleman from California will cor- 
rect me if I am wrong in the date—a privil to newspapers 
that allows them to send, at the rate of 1 cent a pound, sample 
copies of their publications to individuals everywhere—wherever 
they are to be reached by the mails. The object of this law was 
to enable newspapers to extend their circulation throughout the 
country. The gentleman from California proposes to stop that 
law; to cut off that privilege; to prevent the exercise of it by any 
newspaper at any time under any circumstances. 

Mr. HENDERSON. What is the regular rate on newspapers? 

Mr. QUIGG. A cent a pound. But they must be sent to sub- 
scribers only—paid subscribers. The law does not give permis- 
sion for newspapers to be sent at the pound rate to those who are 
not subscribers unless the papers be sent as sample copies. And 
if any newspaper is sent as a sample copy to the same person 
repeatedly, every postmaster is directed to notify the fact to the 
Department, which fact deprives that paper of its second-class 
barge i the postmaster chooses to exercise his authority. 

Mr. PBURN, oni I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. QUIGG. Certainly. : 

Mr. HEPBURN, Under this privilege of sending sample copies 
as the law is construed, is it not possible for a publisher to send 
to one person, say, a hundred copies of his publication marked as 
sample copies, under one cover 

y GG. Several copies; yes. 

Mr. BURN. And is it not ible for the person who 
receives those hundred copies, if he should sell only 10 of them, to 
return the 90 unsold copies at 1 cent a pound? 

Mr. QUIGG. Oh, that is not possible. They must not be sent 
for any such p The law is carefully guarded. Sample 
copies can not be sent to dealers. 

. HEPBURN. I want to get at the fact as to the manner in 
which this privil is used. 

Mr. QUIGG. the 8 will allow me, I shall refer to 
that subject when I reach that portion of my remarks relating to 
sample copies. Having now defined the two principal changes 
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which the gentleman from California seeks to make in the law, I 
desire to return to his allegation that this privilege of sending 
books through the mail was never intended to be granted. 

The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] referred in his 

ech to the decision of an Attorney-General from which he dates 

e book privilege. This is his language: : 

For my part I do not believe that it was ever intended by bears oe that 

novels should pass through the mails at pound rates, a privilege orig- 
inally vested in the newspapers of the country, and confined to them up 
1879, when, by a ruling of the Attorney-General at that time, General Devens, 
it was held that books issued in serial numbers are entitled to be carried at 
second-class rates, under the rather loose phraseology of the law. 

And this is the view of the present Postmaster-General, as it has 
been the view of previous Postmasters-General; and the present 
official at the head of the Post-Office Department makes bold to 
say that if we do not pass this bill he will pass it himself. He says: 

But for the hope that Congress— 

This, I will state, is from his report for the current year-— 

But for the hi that Co: would enact the bill now on the House Cal- 

endar, I should have taken the msibility to modify and reverse the suc- 

cessive rulings through which this inroad on the service has been effected and 

to exclude from the benefit of second-class rates the serial libraries and other 

peek mie not in the policy of the law, even within the letter of its rather 
oose phraseology. 

So that this present Postmaster-General gives us to understand 
that if we reject this bill he will enact it into a law himself; and 
now let us see what it is that he must ignore in addition to the 
adverse action of the present Congress. 

This decision of Attorney-General Devens was rendered with 
reference to a case that arose under the old law, not under the law 
of 1879. The question arose under that earlier law on the 27th of 

November, 1878, by the action of the postmaster at New York in 
refusing to permit one of these serial ee, that was a 
book; to go through the mail at second-class rates. Attorney- 
General Devens having interpreted the law, and having held that 

odicals might be admitted to the mails provided they con- 
ormed with the ey On then existing, and that this 
book did so conform, the ent came before the House Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads with precisely this prop- 
osition, and here is the language that it employed in its suggestion: 

The Post-Office Department submitted to the House committee the follow - 
ing: Nothing herein contained 7 

Now, understand that the House committee was then consider- 
ing the rates bill, the bill which I have just read as existing law. 
The House committee was then considering what became the law 
of 1879, which it was about to bring into the House for its action; 
and the gentleman from Illinois, the present chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, was a member of the committee at that 
time and can correct me if I err in any statement. 

Mr. LOUD. Ifthe gentleman from New York will.permit me, 
1 understood him to suggest, or he left the impression upon my 
mind, that the gentleman from Ilinois . Hopkins] was a mem- 
ber of the committee in 1879. That I think is a mistake, as he 
could not have been here at that time. 

Mr. QUIGG. My reference was to the gentleman from Illinois 
ek CANNON], the chairman of the Co ttee on Appropriations. 

understand it, that gentleman's period of service as a mem- 
ber of this House dates from the creation of the Government. 
[Laughter.] 

Now, the cal Ascenso submitted by the Post-Office Department 
to the House Post-Office Committee at that time, in 1879, and 
prior to the enactment of the law, was this: 

Noha hapan contained shall be so construed as to admit publications 


which, although issued in regalar series or successiye numbers, are but books, 
or reprints of books, to the benefit of the privileged rate, whether printed in 
this country or abroad. 


And the committee took this proposition, which is the one we 
are now considering, and rejected it, and brought in the act as it 
stands. Does the gentleman from California mean to say now 
that this law did not intend that books should go through the 
mails at this reduced rate? Why. this is not all of it. The Post- 
master-General who succeeded at that time, Thomas L. James, 
delivered an address in the city of New York in 1883, in which 
he referred to this law of 1879, the law that was passed with this 
Departinent amendment rejected. This was what Postmaster- 
General James said: 


The constant tendency of our postal system has been toward the extension 
of the 1 of the mails in eve ch of correspandence and every 
form of literary production. Its facilities first made booi the acap puts 
lication of 5 and later on standard works of literature, by placing 
upon all period popular renting: matter the lowest rate of postage ever 
known in a civilized land. In no other country have the masses ever before 
enjoyed such an inestimable intellectual privilege, and no money— 


Listen to this, gentlemen— 


no „ a Bara Government in any of its multiform agencies 
has ever ‘erred such enormous advantages. This extension of reading 
good books by the masses— 


Do you hear that language? This extension“ 


is in itself one of the marks of progress, of civilization, and of the widening 
benefits of a government of the people and for the people. This impulse 
and direct: changed. É : 


ion, of course, must not be 
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Why, it seemed absurd to that Postmaster-General. 
There must be no steps backward,” he said in conclusion. 


And now will the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] sa; 
that the law did not intend to permit these books to go throug 
the mails? 

But that is not all the evidence. I mentioned a moment ago 
that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] was a member of 
the committee when this amendment was rejected and the exist- 
ing law was brought in. In 1888 we had another of these bills 
before us to keep ks out of the mails, This proposition has 
come up again and again, gentlemen, only to be defeated, and by 
ever-increasing 8 When it was up in 1888 the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] used this language: 

Prior to 1879, while I was a member of the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads, this class of literature was allowed to pass through the mail 
at 2 cents a pound. The policy of legislation 

Mark the gentleman's words. The very language which Post- 
master-General Wilson uses, only the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. ee ici was the policy, and Mr. Wilson says it was 
not. Well, who knows, the man who made the law or the man 
who was not here then? 

Says the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon]— 
the policy of legislation being to encourage the dissemination of sound and 
desirable reading matter among the masses of the le of 
cheap rates, the question was 8 and the legislation Sea et fe 

You see they were coming before that Congress telling them 
that the law did not intend to 8 these books to go ehvonsts 
the mails. That was the plea then, just as it is the plea now, and 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] bore his testimony to 
the fact that the legislation was advisedly had.” 

Then subsequently the question came up again and agamn; and 
the last time two years ago, when it appeared neatly tucked away 
in an appropriation bill. The bill was considered under the five- 
minute rule, and the clause was passed before anybody discovered 
what it was, and then such a storm of criticism and protest arose 
that the gentleman in charge of that bill (Mr. Henderson, of North 
Carolina) gave us an id ‘laces in the House to debate that 
particular paragraph and to vote upon it. It was debated and 
voted on and rejected by a vote of 182 to 27. 

Yet in the light of all these actions, the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Loup], echoing the Postmaster-General, says that 
this law did not intend to permit books to go through the mails, 
and the Postmaster-General gives us to understand that if our 
action to-day is the same as heretofore been taken, he will 
oe for himself and keep these books out by simply a stroke 
0 pen. ° 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think it is pretty well established that 
the law did intend books to go through the mails, when issued 
serially, and when not bound for preservation. 

But I admit that the policy of continuing the law may yet be 
considered. If, as the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] 
says, the sample-copy privilege and the book privilege costs this 
Government $40,000,000, there can not be any doubt that something 
ought to be done to check the expense. If, as he says, he is going 
to save forty millions, or thirty millions, or ten millions, or five 
millions, I think we ought to vote for his bill. I say he will not 
save five millions, nor four millions, nor three millions, and I 
doubt if he saves two. I doubt very much whether the net effect 
of this bill will be to save a cent. On the contrary, it is my sober 
belief that if this bill passes the result will be to increase the 


deficit of the Department. 

Mr. Chairman, the proposition on which the gentleman from 
California [Mr. Loup] re ies to prove that this bill will effect this 
paige Sow about as follows—I am not claiming to quote the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. Loup], but I undertake to give the 
argument of the Post-Office Department and of that gentleman 
with reference to this bill, and to express it in a few sentences 
that will enable the committee to understand it perfectly. It as- 
serts that the second-class matter mailed by publishers and news 
dealers, including the matter circulated free within the county of 
publication, amounts to 348,988,648 pounds, or 68 per cent of the 
entire weight of the matter carried; that 52,348,348 pounds of this 
second-class matter were carried free, consisting of newspapers 
delivered through the mails to subscribers residing within the 
county where the paper was printed; that the 296,640,800 pounds 
remaining, which includes not only these serial publications and 
sample copies of newspapers, but all the periodical publications of 
the country, all the daily and weekly newspapers, all the reviews 
and magazines, paid to the Government a revenue of only $2,966,- 
403; that this matter increases enormously from year to year; that 
the cost of transporting the mails is about 8 cents a pound; tha 
the second-class matter was therefore carried at an expense o 
about $28,000,000, and the revenue derived from it being only about 
$8,000,000, that there was a loss on transportation alone of nearly 
$25,000,000, and a further loss in handling of even more; that the 
finances of the Department show a deficit, and that the way to 
economize is to shut down on books and sample copies. 2 
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Now, that is the argument of the committee, but does the com- 
ttee give us any information to support the argument? Sup- 

posing that its statement is true, does the committee tell us what 
proportion of this second-class matter consists of books and sample 
copies? Notatall. Thereisnot aword in the n h 
nor a word in his rt that throws any real light on the facts. 
There is only an extract from Mr. Wanamaker, from one of his 
reports, which went to show that the book matter amounts to 
about 50,000 tons—that is, one hundred millions of pounds. That, 
so far as Mr. Wanamaker is concerned, is a guess, He does not 
claim to have the fact. He sprala of the amount as substantially 
50,000 tons. The committee does not show us what it is. 

Now, there exist in this country 2,000 dailyne pers. There 
are nearly as many weekly newspapers that circulate outside the 
county in which they are published. There are nearly 300 maga- 
zines, some of which circulate, as the Century Magazine, 250,000 
copies monthly; and all of this matter goes to make up the 

000,000 pounds which is carried as second-class matter. 

What would be the effect if we should forbid the mails to these 
sample copies and these books? The gentleman from California 
says that if they carry 100,000,000 pounds at 8 cents a pound we 
shall save $8,000,000. But he does not show that they amount to 
100,000,000 pounds, nor any other weight, and when you come to 
understand how the weight of matter is paid for you will easily 
see that the decrease of the heft to be carried does not proportion- 

‘ately decrease the expense. Here is the scale of compensation: If 
‘a railroad carries 200 pounds of matter per day over the whole of 
its route it is paid at the end of the year $42.75. If it carries 500 
pounds it is paid $64.12. The rate diminishes, you see. If it car- 
ries a thousand pounds it is pan $85.50. If it carries 5,000 pounds 
it is paid $171. Now, note the difference. If it carries 200 pounds 
it gets $42.75—and these rates are fixed by statute. If it carries 
5,000 pounds it only gets $171, and for every additional 2,000 pounds 
it gets 821.37. So that a railroad that carries 200 pounds is paid 
more—is paid twice as much exactly—for its 200 pounds as another 
road carrying great weights is paid for any additional 2,000 pounds 
over the weight of 5,000. Not only does the rate fall as the burden 
increases, but in our contracts we pay for a great many things 
besides weight. 

Weight is one of the elements of cost, to be sure, but it is only 
one. e pay for speed, we pay for the length of the route, we 
pay for the frequency of the carrying, and then we pay for weight, 
and our rate for weight diminishes in proportion as the bulk of the 
matter and its weight increase. So that when the gentleman tells 
us that the rate is 8 cents a pound he says what is misleading, 
because it is neither accurate nor complete. It is true that we 
carry 500,000,000 pounds of matter of kinds, and if we carry 
500,000,000 pounds of all kinds of matter andif we spend $90,000,000 
for our postal service the cost per pound for handling, delivering, 
and tr rtation will be 18 cents. That is plain, and for certain 
purposes it is true; but it does not follow that you will save 18 
cents every time you diminish that weight by a pound. We pay 
for transportation—I think it is—about $36,000,000, and that would 
seem to establish a rate of 8 cents per pound. But when you ex- 
amine the scheme by which the transportation is paid for, you per- 
ceive that you do not reduce the expense by 8 cents when you 
reduce the weight by a pound. Nor for every pound that we add 
do we increase it 8 cents. Postmaster-General Wanamaker did 
not fall into the mistake of computation with which my friend 
from California has misled himself. 

When the gentleman from California said the other day that he 
was going to save either ten, or twenty, or thirty, or forty million 
dollars, the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BIN GHAu], who 
has been at the head of the Post-Office Committee, who considered 
this bill when he was at the head of that committee, and who is 
now opposed to it, called attention to the fact that Mr. Wana- 
maker’s statement was that the saving by the exclusion of books 
would be only about $1,000,000, and that the saving by the exclu- 
sion of sample copies would be only one million more. The gen- 
tleman from Calif ornia replied that Mr. Wanamaker had made an 
obvious mistake, because the cost of transportation was 8 cents a 
pomo, but I think I have shown that it is the gentleman from 

ifornia who makes the mistake, and that it is erroneous to say 
that the cost is 8 cents a pound, or any other ificsum. Now, 
what did Mr. Wanamaker say? I will read his statement, and I 
ask 8 to notice closely his language. for it is extremely 
careful and exact. Mr. Wanamaker says that the weight of books 
a oe = 7 teas tons, suet if TA tons, ae 100,000,000 
pounds. ow, W is going to the saving by the proposed 
change according to Mr. Wanamaker? He says: 
It is estimated that by the sample-copy abuse over $1,000,000 is annually 
lost to the revenue. 

Mark the language: ‘‘Annually lost to the revenue.” That 
does not mean that this amount would be added to the revenue by 
stopping what he calls the abuse.” Then he says further: - 


In the transportation of r-covered boo! considerably more than a 
million is kept out of the 8 income. si p 


XXIX— 30 


Kept out of the postal income. That, as gentlemen will see, 
is very guarded language, and it was doubtless chosen by Mr. 
Wanamaker because he knew, what the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia ignores, that the 8 of the Post-Office Department 
are to a great extent fixed c , and that so far as they are not 
fixed they are bound to increase by reason of the extension of the 
service, and also because Mr. Wanamaker i What the 
8 from California ignores, that the scheme of payment 

or transportation which is fixed by law does not permit anybody 
to say that the cost isso much a pound, because the system of 
yment is complicated, based upon length of route, based upon 
8 of service as well as upon weight, and, in so far as it 
is based upon weight, diminishing as to the rate in proportion as 
the weight increases. 

Now, where will the gentleman from California save this groat 
sum when he comes in here with his appropriation bill? I hope 
the gentleman is keeping his appropriation bill carefully in mind 
when he makes his statements of the amount that he is going to 
save. One of the chief items of expenditure is the compensation 
of postmasters, for which we pay $16,000,000; the gentleman 
from California is not going to pay any less. There is an item of 
$9,000,000 for clerks; the gentleman from California is not going 
to pay any less, There is an item for free delivery, which includes 
carnier service, $12,000,000, and it is going to continue to be just as 

rge. 

ere is an item of $6,000,000 for star routes. That is going to 
increase, and the gentleman from California knows it, because 
the needs of the country for mail service are increasing. There 
is an item of $6,000,000 for postal-car service, and we are going to 
have the postal cars just the same. There is an item for steam- 
boat service, and there is $7,000,000 for railway mail clerks, and 
those expenditures are going to be just the same. There is an item 
for transportation over the railroads, $27,000,000. Perhaps that 
may be slightly reduced. Perhaps the poe sienien may make a 
saving there of $1,000,000, or even of a ionand ahalf. When 

ou add all these items that I have enumerated, they make u 
$33,000,000 out of the $90,000,000 that we expend on the P. 
Office Department, and the remainder is made up of the cost of 
manufacturing postage stamps and other items, all of which must 
go on anyhow. The gentleman from California, therefore, is not 
going to save $40,000,000, or $20,000,000, or $10,000,000, or any 
such sum. If he saves a million, he will be very lucky. 

But what else will he do? In his remarks the other day the 
gentleman from California described to us this sample-cop 
abuse, and I propose now to answer the question that was ad- 
dressed to me by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN]. 
Here is what the gentleman from California said about the 
sample-copy abuse. 

The CHAIRMAN (interposing). One hour of the gentleman's 
time has expired. The Chair presumes the gentleman may extend 
his own time if there is no objection. 

Mr. QUIGG. I shall not detain the committee very much 
longer,as I propose to be considerate of others, The gentleman 
from California said: 

Here is an adye 
ment with poids 9 02 5 of. — 
permit me to say, is 250 copies. It secures certain advertising and then cir- 
5 le copies as many as a million and a half or two million 
copies, an number, if you please, at the expense of the United 
States Government and the people. 

Is that so? If itis, this is not the law that the gentleman should 
ask us to consider. He ought to bring in a bill impeaching some- 
a on aat he de ibes as veng dono z og much ay — 

e existing law as it co against the pend- 
ing bill or any that could be kaat. I read a few minutes ago 
the characteristics of second-class matter. Listen to this one: 

Nothing herein contained— 

Says the law— 
shall be so construed as to admit to the second-class rate publications designed 
primarily for advertising purposes, or free circulation, or for circulation at 
nominal rates. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, that law covers this case perfectly. What 
the gentleman from California says has been done could not be 
done except with the connivance and complicity of the post-office 
authorities. Every postmaster in the country is instructed to 
report all such abuses, and if any such abuse occurs the journal 
that commits it is written out of the mails at once, as it ought to 
be. And the rules made by the Post-Office Department to give 
effect to the statute cover this case in specific terms. Why, when 
a man ie for the pound rate, here is the affidavit that he is 
required to take. He must say whether he prints a newspaper or 
magazine, how often it is published, where it is published, who 
its proprietors are, whether he is in any way interested in any 
business that it advertises, who its editors are, and how their 
compensation is determined. 

Do you see that point? That rule is made to reach the question 
whether his editors are paid out of the advertisers’ profits, and if, 
so, the journal can not circulate as second-class matter. He must 
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say, too, whether the editors have any pecuniary interest in any 
business or trade that is advertised; whether the publication is 
open to the advertisement of any reputable house. He must tell 
how many advertisements he prints. He must tell what his bona 


fide circulation is. He must tell what the subscription price of 
his publication is per annum. And he must tell the average num- 
ber of sample copies sent out with each issue, and how he gets the 
names of the ms to whom he sends these sample copies. And 
then, if the Department is satisfied with his statements on these 

ints, it allows the journal to circulate, and if the Department 
3 satisfied it has the right, under existing law, to rule it ont. 

The gentleman referred in his remarks to a newspaper called 
Comfort, which he said was one of the “abuses.” He said it had 
an honest circulation of only about 1,000 copies, although it sends 
through the mails a million and a quarter. That, of course, could 
not beso unless the Department chose to permit the fraud. But is 
it so at all? Here is a letter from the editor of Comfort, and he 
says that he hasa circulation of three-quarters of a million a paid 
circulation of voluntary subscribers who have sent in their sub- 
scription price—a paid circulation of 750,000; that he maintains 
an office in Boston where he pays $50,000 a year to his editors to 
write his paper. He says, further, that he has taken an oath for 
the Post-Office Department as to the extent of his circulation, and 
has sent it to the 1 so that the Department knows that 
this paper has a paid-for circulation of 750,000 copies. And if the 
Department is not satisfied with the evidence, it can rule the paper 
out. He says, also, that he pays the Government $2,000 a month 
second-class pects at j 

And now I want to show ror I do not believe this bill will 
make a net saving, but why, on the contrary, it will cost the Gov- 
ernment more than the aparon saving of-perhaps a million or 
two. This publisher says he pays the Government $2,000 a month 
for second- postage. Remember that all these statements I 
am now quoting the Government may disprove if the facts enable 
it to do so. The gentleman from California can verify by the re- 
ceipts at Augusta, Me., from this newspaper every statement that 
I now read to the House. 

Mr. LOUD. I wish to ask the gentleman what are the correct 
figures as to the amount of postage this publisher pays monthly 
on second-class matter? 

Mr. QUIGG. Comfort pays about $2,000 a month second-class 


eS, LOUD. The gentleman said $200,000 a month. 

Mr. QUIGG. If so, that was a slip of the tongue. 

Mr. LOUD. One of those unfortunate slips for which the gen- 
tleman has been criticising me so much. 

Mr. QUIGG, This paper pays often more than $6,000 a month 
for first-class or letter postage. Now, the only thing that the 
publisher of Comfort does is to run a newspaper; that is all. He 
pays this sum for first-class postage as the result of the mainte- 
nance of a newspaper. He pays $2,000 a month to the Govern- 

ment to take his newspaper and spread it broadcast. He pays 

000 to the Government for the stamps with which he conducts 
correspondence with his patrons. He pays $2,000 more a 
month for third and fourth class postage. And he has received 
125.000 letters in a single month, and has an average receipt from 
the mails of 100,000 letters a month. That means $2,500 more 
that is paid to the Government by the patrons of Comfort in first- 
class postage. And that does not include, of course, any of the 
money that comes to the Government in first, third, and fourth 
class postage from those readers of Comfort who answer the 
advertisements—some 300 advertisements that that paper prints. 
Those advertisements cost the advertiser 50 cents a line of 9 
words to the line. The advertiser does not advertise if it does 
not pay him to do so. Of course he advertises because he gets 
answers through the mails to his advertisements, and for every 
answer that comes to him the Government receives 2 cents in 
first-class postage. And that answer is an answer 3 
some transaction with the advertiser; and if a transaction is 5 
the Government is liable to receive more as the result of its pound 
rate from its third and fourth class postage. 

Now, all that business is wiped out when you wipe out the 
$2,000 receipts for second-class postage from Comfort. You save 
the Government the sum, whatever it is, which it costs to carry 
and handle Comfort's edition, but to do so yon must lose at least 
$12,500. It does not look as though there could be a large net 
saving on that transaction. 

The gentleman from California has read you the names of a num- 
ber of newspapers that approve this bill. He has had the indorse- 
ment of a newspaper association. I undertake to say that that 
newspaper association is not widely representative. It is entirely 
respectable, responsible, and excellent as far it goes. But you must 
understand that it is composed of daily newspapers, and Can 
newspapers are not the ones which this bill hits materially. It 

does hit them in denying the sample-copy privilege to some extent, 
but not materially. The daily newspaper is pr nted in cities 
where everybody knows of the publication and where it does not 


need to rely . sample copies for increasing its circulation. 
Yet the New York Tribune, which opposes this bill, says that it 
aims materially to increase the expense of every honest newspaper 
and every honest newsdealer in the United States.” 

The American Publishers’ Association— z 

Says the Tribune— } 


an organization useful to its own members, represen 

and the Tribune, two of ths gat daily sem Ta N ew York Gis and it 
only represents at the utmost 161 out of-a total of more than 1,860 daily news- 
papers published throughout the length and breadth of our country. 

The sample-copy privilege is one on which all of the great weekly 
newspa rely. It is of inestimable service to them. If it is 
cut off, if it is forbidden, the establishment of new periodical ven- 
tures is almost impossible if they seek for general circulation. 
Every great weekly throughout the land, such as the Independent, 
such as the Methodist Christian Advocate, such as the Youth's 
Companion, use this privilege constantly, and by using it vastly 
increase their business, and thereby vastly increase their payments 
to the Government in first, second, third, and fourth class ge. 

Mr. Chairman, this bill is one of those penny-wise an d- 
foolish schemes that continually issue from the class of mind 
which occupies itself with only one phase of a great question. I 
have upon my desk a t burden of petitions which I shall pres- 
ently deliver to the House, from paper manufacturers, printers, 
binders, ink makers, pressmen, publishers, and news dealers, every 
one of whom seesin this proposition a distinct menace to his trade. 
There are features of the bill which I have not the time to discuss 
that are scarcely less serious than those to which I have been di- 
rected. One of these is the provision that the Postmaster-General 
must be satisfied, before he admits a paper to the second-class privi- 
leges, that its readers have voluntarily subscribed and voluntarily 
= their subscription. To give to the Postmaster-General such 

‘ar-reaching authority as that is to establish a press censorshi 
the like of which does not exist in the Empire of the Czar or Sul- 
tan. Another is the provision that news agents shall not be al- 
lowed to return to news agents or publishers unsold periodicals or 
publications except at the third-classrate. This provision repeals 
existing law, and would operate to drive thousands of news deal- 
ers out of employment and greatly to curtail the circulation of 
every weekly journal and monthly magazine. The bill abounds 
with crudities and absurdities that are conceived in deplorable 
IEn EACS of the ruinous results they would have upon established 

usiness. 

The House onght not to pass this bill. The Government's policy, 
Mr. Chairman, of circulating periodical publications and books 
as well as newspapers at the lowest possible rate has been one of 
the most civilizing agencies that were ever employed for the up- 
building of a nation. It ranks in its beneficent effect upon our 
people next to the common-school system. It has brought into 
the poorest cottage in the country all the treasures of learning and 
infinite entertainment. To take the step which this bill contem- 
plates, without the slightest assurance of benefit to the Treasury, 
would be to deny to the people sources of pleasure and of informa- 
tion which are no less necessary than beneficent. [Applause.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has used one hour and sev- 
enteen minutes of the time. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. HENDERSON having 
taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Pres- 
ident of the United States, by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, 
announced that the President had on December 22, 1896, approved 
and signed bills of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. 9473) making appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes; and 

An act (H. R. 9753) making appropriations to supply ent 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1897, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 


SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER. 


The committee again resumed its session. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I yield thirty minutes to the gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. KYLE]. 

Mr. KYLE. Mr. Chairman, I would be perfectly safe, sir, in 
this contention, to take up this question where the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Quiac] left it, and in submitting the case to the 
House on that proposition—that is, the great educational features 
that are involved in the cheap rates of postage on second-class 
mail matter. I believe that I might accept the issue there, and 
to 8 1 on that proposition alone, and gain success for the 

i n 
a tt shall not start, sir, to consume the few minutes of time 
allotted to me with this branch of discussion. I shall take up 
first the economic idea that is involved in it—the question as to 
whether there is a saving to the Government possible in the pas- 
sage of this bill. Of course I must rely upon some one else for the 
information upon which I predicate my remarks, and I am not 
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ing to that class of our citizens who are interested financially 
in defeating this proposition, but I am going to those men whose 
duty it has been, as a part of this great Government of ours, to 
study this question and arrive, if possible, at a true and satisfac- 
tory solution of the question, with a view of attaining the best 
results for the greatest number of our fellow-citizens. 

I will take Postmaster-General Wilson first, and, notwithstand- 

ing the gentleman’s insinuations as to his ideas of propriety about 
the management of this great office and his declarations as to 
what he would do in case this House did not see proper to pass 
this bill, I will submit to the candid judgment of those who are 
doing me the credit to listen tome as to whether or not his state- 
ments do not bear upon their face the impress of reason and good 
sense. It has been his business to look into these matters, study 
them, and present them to this House, and no man upon this floor, 
I do not care what his politics or his prejudices may be, believes 
that Mr. Wilson would intentionally make a statement calculated 
to mislead. 
The gentleman from New York Mr. Quiae], with all of his inge- 
nuity and all of his antagonism to this bill, has utterly failed to 
demonstrate that Mr. Wilson has made an incorrect statement 
when he tells yon in his report that the passage of a bill similar 
to this will result in a great saving to the Government. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, let us see what there is in this statement. 
Postmaster-General Wilson gives a summary of the business of 
the Post-Office t, a statement of what it costs the Gov- 
ernment to handle the postal business of the country. I shall call 
attention to the statements with reference to the income that the 
Post-Office Department receives from it: 

First-class mail matter, both domestic and foreign — 

That is the class of mail which includes our letters. The busi- 
ness interests of the country are concerned in this. I might say 
there is not a man, woman, or child from Maine to Texas who is 
not directly affected by the tax m first-class mail matter. 
There are no classes about this. It isnot the publisher of a serial 
library, or a newsdealer, or a newspaper man, or the publisher of 
a periodical who is most directly concerned. There is no class 
especially interested in this, but the great body of the American 
people from the youngest to the test are interested. Whatis 
the statement with reference to this? 

Of first-class matter, both domestic and foreign, there was car- 
ried in the United States during the past fiscal year 65,337,343 
pounds. What did the Government get for carrying that 65,- 
600,000 pounds. in round numbers? It received something over 
$60,000,000 for carrying it. That is the item that reaches the 
home of every individual in the land. 

We will next take second-class mail matter, the matter which is 
under discussion now, the matter which carries the serial libraries, 
these great educational pieces of machinery that the gentleman 
talks about; this class of our public service which disseminates 
books and disseminates information among our people, as the 
gentleman says. And I want to take occasion a little later to 
call your attention to the character of some of the information 
thatis being distributed. Second-class mail matter mailed by pub- 
lishers and agents, including free county matter, during the 
fiscal year, 348,000,000 pounds. Three hundred and forty-eight 
million pounds of this stuff that isin the interest of the classes, 
against 65,000,000 pounds that is in the interest of the masses. 
For the carrying of the first the Government gets $60,000,000 a 

ar, and for carrying the 348,000,000 pounds of second-class mat- 

r it gets, Mr. Chairman, $2,000,000 a year. I submit this to the 
good sense and good judgment of this House for a candid verdict 
upon this question, responsive to the issue here presented. Are 
not the masses here taxed to make lucrative the business of the 
publishers and dealers in this cheap literature? 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we will go to third-class matter. Of that 
class the Government carried seventy-cight million and some odd 

unds during the past year, and received for it $10,324,000. Of 

ourth-class mail matter, including parcels, etc., sent from for- 
eign countries, the Government carried 19,000,000 pounds, in round 
numbers, and received 83.000, 000 for it. 

Without going into the discussion of these last classes, I desire 
simply to call your attention to the grave discrimination that 
exists here between first-class matter and second-class matter. 

ap but the gentleman says, it is the great distributer of infor- 
mation. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him if there is any difference in the relative cost to the 
Government of carrying these different kinds—first, second, third, 
and fourth class matter? 

Mr. KYLE. Oh, I think there is, but I do not know what it is. 
Iam not able to give it. 

Mr.LOUD. There is nodifference in the cost of transportation. 

Mr. KYLE. There is no difference in the tation. 
There must be a difference in the number of clerks, and so forth, 
to handle this stuff. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But the question I want to ask is, if it 


costs as much to carry a pound of first-class matter as it does a 
pound of second-class matter. 

Mr. KYLE. Certainly. The mail matter of the Government 
is weighed every four years, and the contracts are made 
upon that weighing with the railroad companies. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I was about to call attention to some of the 
information that is distributed, which my friend from New York 
[Mr. Quice] talks about. 

Mr. COX. Distributed as second-class matter. 

Mr. KYLE. Now, I hold in my hand someof these books which 
are now passing through the mailsof this country as second-class 
matter, and I want to ask you, as I presume some of you, mostof 
you, are fathers, if you would like the Government to put its 
machinery into operation to convey to your boya book bearing the 
title of this book which I show you, If the Devil Came to Chi- 

[laughter]—*‘ Entered at the post-office at Chicago as sec- 
ond-class matter,” and which is carried at 1 cent a pound, while 
good books bound pay 8 cents per pound, thus making it easier to 
obtain the trash than solid reading matter? 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask hima 
question there? 

Mr. KYLE. Certainly. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. How far do you think the devil would have 
to travel to get to Chicago? 

Mr. K Well, sir, if you have a question you desire to 
ask, I will answer it, but will not reply to that which you have 
asked, with all due respect to you. g 

Mr. COX. He is there already. 

Mr. KYLE. I want to call attention to another book. It is 
also entered as second-class mail matter. This is the kind of lit- 
erature, gentlemen, that is being circulated as a part of the great 
educational system of this country, so to speak. It is known as 
The Seventh Commandment; and there are others here, such 
as Innocent Evils. I would like to exhibit some of these pic- 
tures to some of you gentlemen to show you something of the 
degrading stuff that through the mails at pound rates. 

Mr. g IGG. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. KYLE (continuing). And mind you, gentlemen, you are 
taxing all the postal business of this country; you are taxing all 
the commercial interests and the interest of every man, woman, 
and child that ever writes a letter to sustain this sort of an under- 
taking in this 3 

Mr. guro Will the gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. E. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. QUIGG. Of course the gentleman is familiar with the law 
that forbids the mail to 3 and indecent literature? 

Mr. KYLE. Yes, sir. ese, I suppose, do not come quite to 
that point. 

Mr. QUIGG. I desire simply to call the gentleman's attention 
to the fact that under the law it is just as much a violation of the 
law as it ever would be. 

Mr. KYLE. Now, Mr. Chairman, I have to hurry on; but I 
want to stop right here and advert to astatement that the gentle- 
man from New York made during his speech when he was dis- 
cussing this matter and talking about the law not authorizing 
such and such a thing—that the law did authorize the admission 
of these books as second-class mail matter. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
it has been said more than once that the way to get rid of a bad 
law was to enforce it. I respectfully submit to this House that 
the demonstration that this is a vicious law has been made by 
its execution. Now, I want to call attention here to what Mr. 
Wilson says about the cost of the apy Sangre of this matter, 
and see if there is not a fair chance for the saving of some money 
to the Post-Office Department and to the people of this country. 
And the gentleman from New York has asserted to this House, if 
I understood him correctly, that there had been no increase in 
this matter, in the face of what the Postmaster-General says upon 


that proposition. 
Mr. GG. I hope the gentleman will not so misquote me. 
Mr. I beg the gentleman's pardon, and be glad to 
be corrected if I do. 


Mr. QUIGG. I said that it had not increased inevitably from 
year to year; that there was a year—1894— that it did not increase 
over 1893; and I said that the expenses in that year did increase. 
I admit, of course, that the figures are quite correct. I have said 
nothing to the contrary. 

Mr. . Your point is that in one year it did not increase? 

Mr. QUIGG. That was half of my point. My point was that 
in one year there was no increase, but in that year the expenses 
increased all along the line. 

Mr. KYLE. Now, Mr. Chairman, I want to call attention to 
what the Postmaster-General has to say in respect to the increase 
of the weight of the second-class mail matter. For the year it was 
37,000,000 pounds, against 13,000,000 last year, showing how this 
stuff is crowding into the mails. The mere cost of the 
tion of this matter is estimated at 8 cents a pound. The Govern- 
ment, for transporting this wholesome literature, pays at the rate 
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of 8 cents per pound for ing it to its people; and what does it 
get in return for it? If the Postmaster-General is to be believed, 
the Government gets 8} mills a pound for carrying, and pays out 
8 cents for carrying. hy, if we do business enough of that sort 
in this country, it would not take us long to bankrupt the Treas- 
ury—paying at the rate of 8 cents a pound for distributing this 
stuff, and getting back 8} mills a pound for it. I call attention 
to this fact—the report of not only Mr. Wilson, but Mr. Bissell 
and Mr. Wanamaker—that in their opinion, if it were not for this 
extra tax levied by this second-class matter, the postal service 
would be self-sustaining. As it is, we have an annual deficit 
of something over $8,000,000, which is to be made up from the 


ury. 

Now, it is for you gentlemen to say whether it is just to tax 
the whole people, whether it is right to tax the masses at this 
rate, simply to sustain these gentlemen in publishing their ‘‘serial 
libraries” 9 largely of such works as If the Devil Came 
to Chicago, and If Christ Came to Congress? [Laughter.] 

Mr. Chairman, I find that there are other things in the Post- 
muaster-General's report that I would like to discuss, but which 
I shall have to pass over for want of time. I will, however, call 
attention to some more of these figures. The total amount of mat- 
ter is, in round numbers, 349,000,000 pounds, which, at 8 cents a 
pound for transportation, costs $27,920,000. The revenue received, 
at 8} mills a ponia, is $2,966,403, showing a loss on transportation 
alone of nearly $25,000,000. Now, what are you going to do with 
the statement of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Qura] that 
there is no loss from this source, and that there can not be a saving 
of the two millions, or of more than $1,000,000? Which are you 
going to accept, the statement of the gentleman from New York 
or the statement of the man whose official duty it is to inform him- 
self about these questions, and who has the ability to be informed 
about them? 

I call attention now to some statements made by Mr. Wana- 
maker upon this subject. It is not only Postmaster-General Wil- 
son who has been struggling to get rid of this wrong, this impol 
sition upon the people of this country, but also Postmaster-Genera- 
Wanamaker and Postmaster-General Bissell. All three of these 
Postmasters-General have been calling attention to this evil and 
nod epee to Congress to relieve the Department of this wrong. . I 

it a wrong because I believe it is a wrong, and I believe that 
if I had time I could demonstrate that it is a wrong. Here is 
what Mr. Wanamaker says about the carrying of these cheap 
books and the discrimination that is made in their favor: 


First. The enjoyment of the privilege of low postage by these r· g ered 
books 8 cf are to the e ee of all other books. r e all know 


tions, they bavin; 
Now, why should 


I say so, too. Why should there be any discrimination against 
books? And I want the man on this floor who is able to give a sat- 
isfactory answer tothat inquiry of Mr. Wanamakertodoso. Why 
should there be a postal rate of 8 cents a pound upon a book witha 
cloth back while there is a charge of only 1 cent a pound on these 
paper-covered publications? any gentleman tell why? I 

use for an answer. If there is anyreason for discrimination, it 
IE the other way. I believe the man whois trying to accumulate a 
li for himself and his family should be encouraged, rather than 
the fellow whois dealing in this cheap paper-back literature which 
is poisoning the youth of theland to-day. [Applause.] Mr. Wan- 
amaker puts the question in such a TAY as to appeal to every 
man who oppona this bill to answer it, but no man has yet re- 

mäed. e gentleman from New York [Mr. Qu occupied 

e floor for an hour and a half this morning talking to this com- 
mittee, and he doubtless has read Mr. Wanamaker’s presentation 
of this question and has been impressed with the injustice and the 
inequality of the existing law, and he did not undertake to answer. 

Let me call attention now briefly to what Mr. Wanamaker said 
with reference to this class of literature: 


There are many novels of that class which every librarian who has an 
d for the morals of the community deplores the existence of, nove 
which depict, sometimes in the most seductive, sometimes in the most repul- 
sive, aspects the declin 


What kind of literature is that to bring into the domestic circle 
ese cheap rates of postage? The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Guida] has endeavored to impress this House with the idea 


that nearly everybody is opposed to this bill. Well, sir, I have 
been in Congress for six years and during that time have served 
upon the Post-Office Committee. Not a great many bills have 
emanated from that committee, but among those that have I have 
never known one in which so great an interest was manifested by 
the good people of the country as has been exhibited in favor of 
this bill. If you go into our committee room, you will see stacks of 
letters there from presidents of colleges, from preachers, from busi- 
ness men, from newspaper men, from every class of good citizens 
appealing to this Congress to pass this bill. I have some of those 
letters before me, but I have time to call attention to only one. 

How much time have I remaining, Mr. Chairman? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has two minutes remaining. 

Mr. KYLE. In that time I desire to call attention to one letter 
signed by Governor Matthews, in which he says: 
Aside from the ible saving to the Post-Office Department. the moral 
accomplished, it is believed, would be of decided advantage to the pub- 
ic by the passage of the Loud bill. which is the pending bill. 

I have another from Mr. David K. Goss, superintendent of 
schools, Indianapolis, in which he makes this appeal for the dear 
young people of our country. He says: 

lam sure that every school-teacher in the land will rejoice if Congress 
passes what is called the Loud bill, for one of its 3 is to deny the 
privilege of second-class rates to the publishers of dime novels and other 
questionable literature, an evil of monstrous proportions that should have 
been corrected many years ago. My interest in this bill is due entirely to 
my desire to see the Government dissolve partnership with the publishers of 
a class of publications that depends almost entirely upon the young for pür- 
chasers, and I speak advisedly when 1 declare that there is no more danger- 
ous element in society to-day than the bad influence of the bad books of the 
class referred to, for they atte the young incorrect and perverted ideas of 
life and its duties. and have turned many an honest boy into a criminal career 
who would otherwise have been a useful and respected citizen. While I 
doubt whether imposing a rate of S cents 3 on these publications will 
very seriously curtail their sales, still it discontinue a perverted use of 
the mail system of the country and free it from its responsibility in affording 
jet hen the atop of a literature that appeals only to the baser instincts 

uman nature. 


And I might go on and call attention to the fact that the Amer- 
ican Press Association met in the city of New York and passed 
resolutions in favor of this bill. Not only that, but there is a 
newspaper association known as the Agricultural Press Associa- 
tion, which met in convention and indorsed this bill and appealed 
to Congress to pass it. The President of the United States has 
called the attention of Con to it and suggested that some 
remedial legislation ought to be had. The Postmasters-General of 
the country have called attention to the evil and said that it ought 
to be stopped. And, gentlemen, where does the opposition to it 
come from? 

pe the hammer fell.] ay oe 

. LOUD. Lyield the gentleman five minutes more. 

Mr. KYLE. ere does the opposition to this bill come from? 
The American Trade Press Association says it is confined chiefly 
to those interested in the sale and distribution of such matter as 
I have been referring to, when the fact is that an overwhelming 
majority of the newspapers which have expressed themselves on 
the subject are on record in favor of the proposed legislation. 
This association, says the opposition, comes first from the manu- 
facturers of white paper; next, the pee of paper-covered 
novels; and third, those interested in the sale and distribution of 
such matter as paper-covered novels. 

Mr. COX. Suppose the book the gentleman has exhibited here, 
which goes as second-class matter, and which I think is justly 
subject to his criticism, were bound in cloth, what postage would 


it pay? 

Mr. KYLE. It would go at the rate of 8 cents a pound. Under 
the present system it goes at the pound rate. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have not time, in the five minutes allowed 
me, to take up another branch of this discussion. I will simply 
call attention to the complaint made by the president of a Western 
university. Hecalls attention to the factthat these serial libraries, 
which we have been talking about, pass through the mails at the 
pound rate, while the publications emanating from his university, 
which are devoted to scientific subjects, can not pass through the 
mails except at a higher rate. Why? Because they do not get in 
under the law which requires that the publication shall appear 
periodically as many as four times a year, shall issue from a known 

lace of publication, shall be numbered consecutively, etc. Yet, 

use these other men are willing to take advantage of the lib- 

eral . afforded to publishers, While he is unwilling to 
do so, they may exercise a privilege which he or his institution can 
not. You may take this paper-covered book and send it to any 

of this country at the pound rate; but if you take the Hol 
ptures or some religious tract and attempt to send it throu, 
the mails, you must pay the rate of 8 cents a pound. The wonder 
is, Mr. Chairman, as was remarked by the chairman of our com- 
mittee in presenting this 5 that a long-suffering people 
have uietly by and permitted this wrong to exist without 
rising up and condemning it. [Applause.] 

[Here the hammer fell. 


1897. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. HEPBURN having taken 

w chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, b 
. PLATT, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had 

bills of the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House 
was requested: 

A bill (S. 8415) granting a pension to Ella D. Cross; 

A bill (S. 2355) to correct the military record of Peter Buckley; 

A bill (S. 2268) for the relief of the legal representatives o 
3 De Los ty deceased, late consul-general of the United States 
in t; an 

A (8. ae granting a pension to William F. Johnson. 

The message also announced that the Senate had bills of 
the following titles with amendments in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested: : 

A bill (H. R. 6608) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
ary record of George W. Taylor; K 

A ill (H. R. 8113) granting a pension to Margaret A. Kidwell; 
an 


A bill (H. R. 2328) for the relief of Patrick Rainey. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to furnish to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in compliance with its request, a 1 eared engrossed copy of the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. ) entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of John Kehl, and to restore him to his former rating.” 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment House concurrent resolution relative to printing extra 
copies of a compilation of the statistics showing the exact state of 
the classified and unclassified parts of the executive civil service 
of the United States, etc. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment bills of the following titles: 

A bill 7 R. 7500) to grant a pension to Mrs. Keturah Wilson, 
widow of James Wilson, deceased; 

A bill (H. R. 7127) granting a pension to Samuel D. Gilman; 

A bill (H. R. 5782) granting an increase of pension to Mrs, Anna 


edel; 
A bill (H. R. 5710) granting a pension to Eleanor L. Curtiss; 
A bill (H. R. 3890) granting a pension to George William 


Hodgdon; 

A tin (H. R. 8398) for the relief of Augusta Tuller; 

A bill (H. R. 2320) for the relief of Samuel Burrell; 

A bill (H. R. 1511) for the relief of Lydia Boynton Ferris; and 

A bill (H. R. 158) granting a pension to Mary Collins. 

SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER. 

The committee again resumed its session. 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of the 
passage of this bill because it will diminish the public expenditures, 
and because it will destroy a special privilege enjoyed by a few, for 
the existence of which no eee reason can be given. It is 
unquestionably true that during past years when the revenues of 
the Government were abundant some national expenses have been 
incurred which will not bear the closest examination, and if no 
other benefit should result from the present condition of business 
depression and from these times when the expenses of the Govern- 
ment exceed its receipts, good may result from a closer scrutiny of 
public appropriations. 

I wish to call attention, in the first instance, to the great oppor- 
tunity under our tal laws for extravagant expenditure and 
unjust discrimination, due to the fact that there are four classes 
of postal matter, carried according to widely different rates. First- 
class matter, including letters and postal cards, goes at 32 cents a 
pound; and in view of the fact that a maximum is fixed, and the 
weight of the package does not usually equal that maximum, the 
revenue to the Government from first-class matter is, according 
to official statistics, 93 cents per pound. Next in rate comes mat- 
ter known as fourth-class matter, comprising general merchan- 
dise of divers kinds in poy not exceeding 4 pounds in weight, 
for which there is a charge of 16 cents per pound. Next comes 
third-class matter, sncluding, geuerslly, ound books—seeds and 
bulbs have also been included—the rate being 8 cents a pound. 
Then for second-class matter, including newspapers and period- 
icals, the rate falls to 1 cent a pound. Thus we have this extraor- 
dinary range—from 32 cents per pound to 1 cent a pound. Yetfor 
the carrying of all these different classes of pestal matter therailway 
and steampship companies charge precisely the same figure with- 
out distinction. And, indeed, Mr. Chairman, the danger of dis- 
crimination and extravagance does not cease here, for the Govern- 
ment carries the package indiscriminately to every place within the 
limits of the United States at the same price. If it charges a cer- 
tain price to carry a letter or a package from one place to another 
within the limits of the same township, it charges no more to 
carry it 4,000 miles, or to far-off Alaska. But the railway and 
steamship companies, carrying the mails according to their ordi- 
nary rules as to rates, e their charges according to the distance 
the package is carried. 
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So it will be observed that the yery greatest care should be exer- | 
cised in allowing to any class of mail matter any special privilege, 
because there is the gravest danger of discriminating and involving | 
the Post-Office Department in extravagant expenditures. 

The argument was made by ene gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Aud! t it does not make very much difference, even if the 
tonnage carried as mail matter is greatly increased, because there 
is a diminishing scale of charges, and as the quantity increases 
there is a diminution of the rate paid for its carriage. Now, that, 
suggestion, if it establishes anything, proves too much. It proves 
that we might as well carry as part of the work of the Post-Office 
eyecare’ express matter and freight to an unlimited weight. 

ut there are two conclusive answers to the argument of the 

gentleman. In the first place, we have no guide to know what the 
transportation of mail matter of any kind will cost except the 
average price, which up to this time will be found to be 8 or 8} 
cents a pound on every e. Second-class mail matter pays 
but 1 cent a pound; so that there is a manifest loss of 7 or 74 cents 
a pound on every package of this class. 

the second place, when the weight of mail matter carried 
reaches a fixed amount, there is no decrease in rates on any quan- 
tity in excess of that. This fixed amount or maximum, as I now 
recollect it, is 5,000 pounds per day by any one route. Now, all 
the leading routes by which the bulk of second-class matter is 
carried haul a quantity far in excess of the maximum fixed, and 
would carry such excess if everything was excluded which this 
bill seeks to exclude. Co: uently the cost of carrying any par- 
ticular kind of mailable stuff, whether its admission to the mails 
tends to increase the aggregate quantity carried or not, does not 
fall materially below the average cost. 

Now, what are the defects which have been found in the present 
postal system? First. I will say, the carrying of unbound books 
as periodicals. A sufficient reason why this practice should be 
discontinued is the incongruity and, I may say, the absurdity of 
itscontinuance. We all know what is meant by the word period- 
ical.” It is anewspaper or publication having to do with current 
events or with subjects of present interest. It is not like areprint, 
for example, of the works of Shakespeare or Dickens, but it is 
something which adds to the stock of literature already in exist- 
ence. Nor is it properly a publication of that sensational class 
issued by many of the book-publishing establishments of the 
country. 

A few specimens selected at random from the titles of some of 
these so-called periodicals which are circulated as second-class 
matter at this cheap rate will enable us to judge exactly what 
they are. Among them we find Diamond Dick’s Ride for Life. 
That is one of the educational documents“ which our friends 
say should be sent throughout the country. Diamond Dick’s 
Pat Hand, The Black Moruk Gentleman Joe in Pittsburg, The’ 
James Boys and the President's Special, and books of like c 
ter; and here is one author who has a taste for alliteration, Cool 
Chris, the Crystal Sport, and so on. 

But it is hardly necessary to quote titles to show the character 
of these books. The inevitable tendency among publishers who 
enjoy this doubtful privilege. and who, under an unnatural con- 
struction of the law, are enabled to transact business in this unu- 
sual manner, must be to send out books of a lower e. 

The argument has also been made that the so- called return privi- 
lege should continue. Everyone knows what that is. A hundred 
copies of a magazine are sent out toa news dealer. The news dealer 
sells, say, 10 copies. Under the present law he may send back to 
a news agent, who is practically the publisher himself, the other 
90 copies at a cent a pound, although it costs the Government 8 
cents a pound. Now, for this, I submit, there is no justification. | 
There may be an excuse for a low rate on what the people do read, 
but is there any justification for these low rates on those period- 
icals which the people do not read? 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield to me for 
one moment for information? 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. When they send out these periodicals to news dealers 
and a number are sold, is there anything in the law prohibiting | 
the sending of those numbers out again at the same rate? 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. I fancy not. 

Mr. COX. They send them back again? 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. Those which are not sold can be sent 
elsewhere. 

Mr. COX. They send them out again? 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. They could do so. 

Mr. COX. They goout hunting a market, then, in which to sell 
them? They may send them back to the same place? 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. It would be a violation of the spirit of 
the law to send them back to the same place, but there is certainly | 
no prohibition on their going elsewhere. 

A crucial test as to whether this Government ought to continue | 
these low rates is to ask yourselves whether we would be ving i 
to pass a bill for the printing gratis of these different kinds o 
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matter going as second-class periodicals. A publisher who 
strongly opposes the passage of this bill says: 


A very im t fact, which should not be lost sight of, is that in very 
many cases the publishers do not recelve from consumers more than l0cents 
per pound for literature. 


Yet this literature, counting the cost for handling, which should 
be added to the cost for transportation, costs the people of the 
United States, according to reliable estimates, 14 cents a pound, 
and it would be cheaper for this Government, at its own Printing 
Office or by private contract, to print these so-called periodicals 
for 10 cents a pound and give them away than it is to give them 
access to the mails under the present system. Ido not believe a 
bill proposing the printing of this material gratis by the Govern- 
sped would have a dozen votes, and perhaps not one, in this 

onse, 

Passing to the next great abuse under 5 system. It 
is that of the sample copy. Now, I do not believe we will any of 
us object to the sample copy, if restricted to its proper use, for 
which it was magnan intended, namely, that of sending out 
copies of bona fide publications, so that persons may judge of 

their merit and decide whether to subscribe or not. But the 
trouble is an abuse has grown up from this system which can not 
be separated from its legitimate use. One single periodical sends 
out monthly, under the sample-copy privilege, 1,250,000 copies. 
It is not a newspaper. It is a travesty to callitsuch. There are 
many simi eets. It appears from the report of the Post- 
master-General that the increase during six years in newspapers 
entered for circulation at the post-office as second-class matter 
was 24,304, but the actual number of periodicals which during 
that time obtained standing in the newspaper directory was 3,747. 
So, as Postmaster-General Bissell stated, only 15 per cent of those 
included under the designation of second-class matter were legiti- 
mate newspaper publications. 

These go in enormous quantities. They are a cheap advertisin 
medium. They are sent indiscriminately over the country. Ad- 
vertisers, realizing the fact that they go in the mail almost for 
nothing, and are scattered far and wide, are willing to pay large 
prices for the privilege of advertising in their columns. And 
right here I wish to pay attention to the leading argument made 
in favor of this sample-copy privilege. It is claimed that while 
these copies are carried at a loss to the Government, yet the Goy- 
ernment makes up for the loss in other ways. It is said that let- 
ters come to the publisher of the sample copy. He offers prizes. 
All of which stimulates the post-office business. To that a suffi- 
cient answer is, that there is any so much money that the people 
of this country have to spend. There is just so much business 
they can transact, and they will transact just as much business, 
write just as many letters, and pay attention to a great deal bet- 
ter class of advertisements, if this business of advertising is re- 
stricted to the me poy newspaper and the ordinary way of 
doing business. deed, there will be an improvement, because 
with the greater responsibility and degree of care which must be 
exercised by the regular newspaper in regard to matter in its col- 
umns, there will be a higher standard, and money will be invested 
in a better way. Epa 

Now, Mr. Chairman, some other objections are made to the pas- 
sage of this bill. One which I see stated is that it will prevent 
the sending of Lage 99, Oy after the expiration of a term of sub- 
scription, use the bill describes a subscriber toa poner as one 
who “ voluntarily orders and pays for the same.” t clearly 
is not a correct interpretation of the proposed law. It has been 
decided by the Post-Office Department, according to my under- 
standing, that a subscriber who receives a paper after the expira- 
tion of his term of subscription is voluntarily receiving that 
periodical. Until he comes to the post-office and states that he 
wishes it no longer, he is counted a subscriber. So there is no 
objection to this law in that ps stot But in any event there can 
be no objection made to the p logy used, for no one wishes 
to subscribe for a newspaper unless he does so voluntarily. 

Now, as tothe statement that the passage of this bill will throw 
out of employment hundreds and thousands of people. There is 
always such an appeal made in such cases. Then, too, the claim 
is made that the people will be deprived of good reading. They 
may exercise more discrimination, but they will have just as good 

ing. I do not believe that the number of publications, the 
amount of printing, the number of men employed, will be at all 
diminished under the proposedlaw. The present method is not a 
rational way to do business; and when we shut off these objec- 
tionable classes of matter, we will be better off by reason of this 
e and we will be more prosperous than under the present 
1 e. 

One word in conclusion. It must be very clear to everyone 
familiar with the course of things in this House that there is 
always a certain degree of inertia in the way of legislation. 
Wrongs may go unrighted, salutary reforms may not be adopted 
avenues may be pointed out for increase in individual and national 
prosperity which are not taken advantage of because of the hesi- 
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tancy of this body to act; but let a measure be presented for con- 
sideration that strikes at some special privilege, and we are, as it 
were, contending with an army intrenched for battle. e cry of 
Injury to the people” is made, and it would seem from some 
of the arguments employed as if a great wrong were to be done. 

If the public nditures are to be diminished and reform is to 
be accomplished, I do not believe this House can do better than to 
pass this bill, If it becomes a law, this branch of the public sery- 
ice will be more economically conducted and it will be more just 
forall. [Loud applause.] 

Mr. IGG. How much time does the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia desire? 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Not a very large amount—twenty 
or twenty-five minutes. 

Mr. Qt GG. Ihave no desire to limit the gentleman. I yield 
half an hour to the gentleman from California. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Chairman, there is an old 
adage that ‘‘fools rush in where angels fear to tread.” I pre- 
sume that will be exemplified in my case when I attempt to take 
part in this debate and meet those gentlemen on the opposite side 
whose many years’ study of the question have doubtless enabled 
them to know all about it. 

Now, I may misunderstand the importance of this question. It 
may be that I have a misunderstanding about the language of the 

entleman from California, the chairman of the Committee on 

ost-Offices and Post-Roads, in his opening remarks on this mat- 
ter. Butif I correctly understood him, he stated that this was 
one of the most important—if not the most important—bills that 
would come before Congress. As I listened to his remarks I under- 
stood him to say that there would bea saving of at least $40,000,000 
to the United States if this bill, his pet measure, should pass. If 
that be true, what is the use of having tariff debates? What is the 
use of having hearings before the Committee on Ways and Means? 
What is the use of our doing anything on earth except to pass this 
bill, thus giving an increase of revenue and stopping all the defi- 
ciency, and thus ending all this talk that has been going on amongst 
the people of the United States in regard to deficiencies in the 
revenue? 

Why, according to this Daniel who has come to judgment (I 
am proud the State of California has produced such a Daniel, who 
has given us such a judgment, if he can back it up)—according 
to him, all on earth that this suffering nation—which he says is 
suffering now—that this nation, which is now running behind, 
and which he said so many times on the stump—that this 
nation that is going to the demnition bow wows,” as my learned 
friends on the left, who represent the Populist party, said so fre- 

uently Satie the campaign—if this nation is going to this 
8 and ruin, financially and otherwise, because we can 
not pay our debts as they come due, why on earth do we not take 
this measure that the learned gentleman from California has 
offered us, and, by simply passing a little innocent bill of this kind, 
to amend the postal laws of the country, stop all this discussion? 
{Laughter.] As I listened to his remarks, and as I read them 
afterwards, it seemed to me that we could express the situation 
in doggerel, and we might— 

Let DINGLEY and Reep, McKinley and Hanna about tariff worry no more; 

Let Bryan and free silver together lie in the tomb: 


Let the Ways and Means Committee shut, lock, and bolt their door, 
And give Loup and his postal scheme lots and lots of room. 


Great laughter. | 
the gentleman’s ideas are correct and are carried out, all that 
is needed is to pass this bill and save $240,000,000 to the people in 
the next ten years, thus ending the deficiency in our Treasury and 
giving us prosperity without any increase of our tariff. 

Why, the golden sands of Pactolus’ stream are as nothing com- 
pared to the wealth that will come to the United States if we only 
pass this bill. Golconda’s mountains themselves shrink into utter 
insignificance compared to the wealth that, according to the gen- 
tleman from California, will pour into our coffers if we only pass 
this bill. . Why, sir, all that will be necessary will 
be for the tary of the Treasury of the United States under 
the incoming Administration, whoever he may be, whether he be 
the leader of this House, whom we all honor and respect and 
esteem, and in whose behalf every man here, Republican, Demo- 
crat, Populist, all alike, would sign a petition to have him made 
Secretary of the Treasury—whether it be NELSON DINGLEY, or 
whether it be that leader of men who my learned friends on my 
left seem to think is composed in equal parts of alligator, horse, 
and fighting man, because he led the battle in favor of the Repub- 
lican in thelast campaign and led it to success—Mark Hanna, 
of Ohio; whether the next Secretary of the Treasury be either of 
these gentlemen, or whoever he may be, all that he will have to 
do if this bill passes will be to walk over to the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral and say, ‘‘ My dear sir, please exert a little of your authority 
upon the postal revenues and replenish our 3 Treasury 
and thus enable us to pay our bills when they become due.“ 


[Laughter.] 
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Now, Mr. Chairman, we all know that the talk of this kind 
indulged in by the gentleman from California is nonsense. 
{Laughter.] It is mere flapdoodle, such as is fit only to be doled 
out to fools and idiots. 1 It ought not to be presented 
to the members of this House. It does not appeal to us in an 
way except to our sense of the ridicnlous. The idea that this b 
will save two hundred and forty millions for the next ten years! 
Why, Aladdin and his wonderful lamp are as nothing to my col- 
league from California. He pro to rub his brush upon the 
postal revenues and, lo, the genii of wealth will appear, and the 

entleman will call upon him for $40,000,000 each year, and it will 
Boat once poured into the Treasury. [Laughter.] Pshaw! What 
kind of an argument is that to present to this House? And yet 
that is the 9 — 8 150 statement. The learned gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Burton], a gentleman whom Testeem and revere as a 
lawyer and whom I believe to be honest in this regard—the 
learned gentleman from Ohio says that there are objections to 
this bill, and he asks those who are opposed to it to maintain 
their objections toit. Is that the manner in which the gentle- 
man argues a case in court when he is for the plaintiff? I have 
always understood, in my brief life and with my feeble under- 
standing, that those who suggest a change are required to give 
the reasons for the change, instead of ng upon their adver- 
saries to maintain a negative. 

If there is any good in this proposed new law, if there is any 
necessity for it, show us, oh statesman from Cleveland, who has 
basked in the smiles of Chairman Hanna [great laughter]—show 
us wherein the necessity or the advantage lies. I say to you that 
it is absolutely necessary that reasons should be given why we 
should make a change in the postal law, and you are bound to 
give them, and not to call upon us poor devils who are satisfied 
with the existing law to give reasons why there should be no 
change. Do not ask us to prove a negative, but give us the rea- 
sons why a change should be made. We are like the man who 
was thrown from his horse, with a colt right behind it, into the 
midst of the river, and as he rose to the surface he grabbed, as a 
drowning man will do, at the first thing that came within his 
reach, which happened to be the colt’s tail, and as the colt was 
feebly endeavoring to carry himself and his master ashore the 

e on the bank shouted to the man, Let go the colt and take 
bold of the mare.“ But he said, Good ! Tve got hold of 
something now, and I think I had better not change until I get 
ashore.” [Laughter.] So it is with us, Mr. Chairman; we have 
got hold of something good now, and we do not want to let go what 
we have and attempt to take something new unless those who 
propose the change can show good reasons for it. [Laughter.] 

But,“ say both the gentlemen who have preceded me, the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. KYLE], who follows in the wake of 
the chairman of the committee, and my learned friend from Ohio 
[Mr. Burton], “ bad books go through the mails.” Now, that is 
a wonderful discovery! aneno Just think of it! There are 
bad ks going through the United States mails! Who ever 
heard of that before? And my friend from Mississippi [Mr. KYLE 
has at last awakened to the fact that a book he toa publish 
called, If Christ Came to Congre [Laughter.] He has been 
here six years, and he never knew of that before. Now, if my 
friend would only subscribe to some of these publications that he 
denounces, if he had subscribed, for instance, to the Howard Pub- 
lishing Company, he would have found that out long ago, and if 
he had been a devout member of Congress he would have discov- 
ered that Christ comes to Congress, as he comes to every other 
place, regardless of the title of that novel. [Laughter.] These 
gentlemen say that bad books go through the mails, and they read 

ou the titles of some of them, Jibbering Jack or Patsy McGalla- 

an, or other fancy names like these, and they say that these books 
are going to injure the people. 

Just think of it, gentlemen! In the report presented by the 
committee they quote from that good man, that man whom I have 
heard the leaders of the party of the gentleman from Mississippi 
denounce, or rather I have read their speeches wherein they de- 
nounced him as a man who had bought a seat in the Cabinet for 
$400,000; yet now this committee and my friend from Mississippi 
quote Postmaster-General Wanamaker to show that we ought to 
vote for this bill. [Laughter.] I congratulate the gentleman 
from Mississippi on his conversion to the goodness of Wanamaker. 

Laughter.] They tell us that bad books go through the mails. 
dmitting that bad books go through the mails, are there not 
good books also going through the mails? Ihave one here now 
Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Bronté—that has been handed to me by a 
5 who is opposed to this bill. I read that book forty or 

ty years ago—I hate to think how old I am [laughter]—and I 
thought it was a good book then, and I think it is a good book 
now. That book goes through the mails, and I venture the asser- 
tion that for every bad book that the chairman of the committee, 
my colleague from California, can hold up before this House as a 
specimen of bad literature going through the mails, we can show 
at least ten good books that go through the mails, 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I am nothing but a poor backwoods coun- 
try lawyer, yet I have learned in the few years that I have prac- 
ticed law in the small towns and villages of California that you 
ay pass any number of laws that you choose in regard to crime 
and yet you never can prevent crime. You can punish crime; 
you can make men perhaps think twice before they commit it, 
because of the punishment which they will receive. But youcan 
not prevent crime. No more can you prevent the sending of bad 
books through the mail. I venture the assertion that bad books 
were sent through the mail before the eraof this Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. I venture to assert that bad books 
were sent through the mail long before any agitation had been 
engendered in the United States for a change of the postal laws, 
Bad books will go through the mails forever and ever. 

T am old enough to remember when there was a crusade against 
other books going through the mails; and I have read books—I 
dislike to admit it, because perhaps it will be said by men who 
favor this bill that I am not a good judge of books—but T have 
read books by Fielding and by Smollett that now, under the new 
order of things, would not be allowed to be sent through the 
mails—at least, objection would be made. Yet those works rank 
anong the classics of England. Men’s minds change, and they 
may change in reference to books as well as other things. ; 

But there are good books going through the mails. Literature 
is being disseminated cheaply. I dissent entirely from the view of 
my learned friend from Ohio as to the reprinting of old books, I 
say for one that, in my judgment, the reprinting of the English 
classics, the reprinting of the works of Bulwer, and Diekens, and 
Scott, and the sending of such books through the mails at reduced 
prices, so that the poor 1 may read them, is not an evil, but 
a great good to the people. 

beg pardon for ESA GET of „the people” or for intimating that 
they ought to receive any consideration at the hands of the gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. Loup], because in the next House 1 
shall not be permitted to speak of the people;” and when I speak 
of them now it is through a lapsus linguæ, because it is true, as 
the gentleman so kindly informed the House, that I shall not be in 
the next House. More is the pity for the next House. [Laughter. 
But at the same time I am a member of the present House; an 
inasmuch as I am one of the people, I may be on for saying 
again that I believe you can not bring those English classics too 
close to the people nor make them too eneng And when you can 
buy a set of the works of Charles Dickens for 25 cents or less per 
volume by reason of the operation of the present postal laws of the 
United States, I say the good that will be done to the people of this 
country by reason of their being able to purchase the works of 
Dickens at such a price outweighs all the damage that may be done 
to anyar the people 175 the dissemination of all the bad books that 
may be circulated. people want to get bad books, they will get 
them; if they want to read vicious literature, they will read it; 
and you can not pass laws which will prevent it. 

Why, sir, I have sometimes heard talk against sumptuary laws. 
I have heard gentlemen—Republicans, Democrats, and Populists 
alike—animadvert at length upon sumptuary laws, contending 
that no such laws should be passed; that the people ought to be 
allowed in such matters to do as they please. Yet here we are 
called upon, it seems to me, to enact sumptuary legislation. We 
are called upon here to protect the people against themselves—to 

rotect them inst having literature sent to them that may 

ebauch and injure them. I have faith in the plain peo le of the 
land. I have faith that they will not be injured by the literature 
which may be sent out under present laws. So it seems to me 
that the argument urged in favor of this bill, that we should pre- 
vent the dissemination of bad books, falls to the ground. The dis- 
semination of bad books will continue, because wherever there is 
a demand for bad books there will be a supply. But it seems to 
me that the dissemination of good books under such legislation as 
is proposed here may largely be interfered with, because to get 
good books costs money; and in order to have them furnished to 
the people at cheap rates we must continue to give the publishers 
of these books the same privileges that they now Sujoy: But the 
real reason for this bill—the real object of the bill, I may say, or 
the real argument which gentlemen have offered in its favor—is 
furnished by the report made by the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads itself; and for the information of the committee, 
if I may be permitted, I will read from that very report to show 
1555 why I make that remark. On page 3 of the report I find this 
anguage: 

There is much mandlin sentiment among many of our people about the 
Post-Office Department. Many compare it with the war and naval estab- 
lishments and say it should not be run for profit or even to pay expense of 
operation, but should be supported. by taxation and run in the interest of 
and for the pooole: To our mind, however, there is no comparison; the one 
is for the defense of the nation as a whole; noone individual needs their pro- 
tecting arm more another, and all are taxed according to their means 
for its support. The Post-Office De 
great mass of our people, but ‘cs ana nte necessity; private means could 


as well, or better, be ada the transmission of our mails, and, in the 
opinion of the writer of report—and that opinion is formed after many 


ment is an accommodation to the 
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ears of N and theoretical experience in postal affairs -gould be so 


one mu 
the people. 


There is the meatof the whole thing. There is the occasion for 
this bill. It is an insidious attack on the Post-Office Department 
of the country. It is the beginning of the agitation that you 
shall take the post-office from the nation and put it into the hands 
of private individuals, And Icongratulate the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads that they have the courage to avow 
their desire to p into private hands that which I for one deem 
should be left for all time in the hands of the National Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Chairman, I read that report of the committee, and I read 
it carefully, and when I found that sentence in it I read it over 
two or three times, and became convinced that it was my duty, 
and it was the duty of every member of this House, to vote 
against the billif he believes in the United States Government 
managing the post-office; if he believes in the United States carry- 
ing on the communication between its own citizens in all parts 
of this broad land. If you are in favor of taking the Post-Office 
Department from the National Government and giving it into 
the hands of private individuals, all right; vote for the bill. If, 
on the contrary, you are in favor of keeping the post-office in the 
hands of the nation, then vote against it. 

For one I believe in the Post-Office Department. I believe it 
ought to be kept in the hands of the.National Government. I 
believe it to be an advantage to the nation—to the advantage of 
all of our le. I disagree entirely with the report of the com- 
mittee. I believe, in opposition to the report, that the Post-Office 
Department is an absolute necessity to the people, and that the 
business can be better conducted through the Department than in 
any other possible way. So believing, Mr. Chairman, I shall vote 
against this bill. I believe it to be wrong in principle and wrong 
in practice to admit at this time, at this age, and in this genera- 
tion that such a change should be made. I am opposed to put- 
ting the opening wedge into legislation which will serve to sever 
the Post-Office Department from the 5 care and protecting 
arm and supervision and control of the United States Government. 
So long as our Post-Office Department is conducted by the United 
States, it will do well. The moment we put it in the hands of 

rivate individuals trouble ensues—trouble to the writer and 

ouble to the receiver of the letter. Trouble on all hands will 
follow. Therefore, that reason alone ought to be sufficient, it 
seems to me, to justify any member in voting against the passage 
of such a bill as this. We must vote against it unless some strong 
reason, unless, indeed, potent reasons shall arise and be stated, 
other than were told about bad books going through the mails, 
for its support. 

My friend from Colorado, a BELL that usually sounds true when 
struck in the interest of the people, even though a Populist, has 
handed me a memorandum and called my attention to the fact 
that the law now prohibits the sending through the mails of 
vicious literature, some of that class presented by the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. KYLE]. It is even now denied the right of 

ssage through the mails. I frankly confess that I am not as 

amiliar with the law as I ought to be. I frankly confess that I 
resume the chairman of the committee and the committee itself 
ow. or at Jeast think they do, very much more about the matter 
than I do, and they have said that the law in this report was suf- 
ficient at the present time. On page 4 of their own report they 
claim it is sufficient now. But inasmuch as that information 
emanated from that committee, I was afraid I ought to take it 
in a Pickwickian sense, and understand that they meant some- 
thing a little different from what they did say in their report, 
because I can not conceive that any set of men would come into 
the House, and in one breath say that the law ought to be amended 
in order to prevent the sending through the mails of vicious books 
and literature of that character, and in the next breath declare 
that the law was sufficient as it is now to prevent the very thing 
that they ask to have prevented. Butif it be true that the law 
does prevent it as at present constituted, and my friend from 
Colorado says it does—if that is true (and I dilute the security of 
the statement; I weaken, in other words, the citation, and do not 
strengthen the precedent when I say that even the committee's 
report indorses the proposition of the gentleman from Colorado) 
[laughter]; if it be true that the present law is sufficient, and that 
under it the vicious publications, the literature of this class, is 
denied transmission through the mails, in the name of common 
sense why do you want to changeit? [Laughter.] 

Is it because of this great deficiency in the revenue? Is it 
because of the $8,000,000 per yar that they say this Post-Office 
Department costs? For one, I think the Post-Office Department 
should be carried on whether it makes money or loses money. I 
do not care a snap of my finger whether it costs the Government 
$185 to send a letter to Alaska, as the gentleman from California 
[Mr. Loup] intimated. If we have a United States citizen living 


more cheaply, with quicker dispatch and better satisfaction to 


in Alaska under the protection of the Stars and Stripes, and there 
1 there, it is the duty of this Government to send his 
to Alaska, even if it costs $185 per letter to send it. I donot 
believe in this making fish of one and flesh of the other. I a 
with my learned friend from Ohio [Mr. Burton] that there 
noul] be no privileged classes, and that is why I am opposed to 
is bill. 

They say that certain trade press associations have declared in 
favor of this bill. Why? Because it benefits them. Who have 
declared against it? Nearly every country newspaper in the 
United States of America; every cheap magazine in the United 
States. Where can you find better magazines than Munsey’s, 
McClure’s, the Cosmopolitan, and others that I might name, that 
are sold now for a dollar a year or 10 cents a copy, and which are 
enabled to be sold at that cheap rate because of the privilege given 
to them by the present liberal postallaws. Iam notfamiliar with 
the facts connected with their circulation, but 1 understand that 
it increased from a few thousand to over a million by reason of the 
liberal operation of the al laws. Why cut them off? Does any 
member of the Post-Office Committee think that those magazines 
are vicious literature? Does he think that the people ought to be 
deprived of the right to read those magazines simply because pel 
are cheap? I donot know how the great newspapers of New Yor 
stand upon this question. I do know how one newspaper stands 
upon it; that is the New York Tribune. A friend has sent me a 
copy of it; and in the New York Tribune I have found editorial 
after editorial against this bill, urging Congress to defeat it. I do 
not speak of that as a matter that should have much weight with 
the members of this House. I regard it as a fatal confession of 
weakness on the part of the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup], 
the chairman of this committee, and of his colleague, the gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. KYLE], when they undertake to say 
that the newspapers favor it. Who and what are the tb 
of this land that they should dictate legislation to Congress? ho 
and what are the newspapers that they should say a law is good 
or a law is bad, and we should blindly accept their directions? 
There is not a member of Congress, always excepting the chair- 
man of the Post-Office Committee, but what has been abused 
by the newspapers, and when you were abused by them did you 
think that they were the ones entitled to tell you how to vote? 
[Laughter. 

It seems to me that every measure should stand upon its own 
merits, and we should discuss it regardless of what the newspa- 
pers say, whether they affirm or deny its goodness, whether they 
affirm or deny its wickedness; and, furthermore, that in deciding 
whether we shall support this bill we should ask ourselves, Have 
any reasons been assigned to justify us in changing the law? The 
only reasons given, and they can be su ized, are three: 

Erst, that bad books go through the mails. 

That amounts to nothing. 

Second, that there is expense attending it. 

Ka ry as it seems to me, amounts to nothing, because of the good 
results. 

And third, that we would save $40,000,000 a year. 

That I have, I think, already shown to be achimera of the imagi- 


nation. 
Now, what is left of the bill? Why should we pass it? They 
say Postmasters-General have recommended the bill. They say 


that a Democratic Postmaster-General and a Republican Post- 
master-General have recommended it. When and where did it 
become the law that the mere recommendation of a Cabinet officer 
entitled a bill to be passed through Congress? I do not know. 
Of course Iam a new member of Congress. I have been here 
only one term, and owing to some mysterious dispensation of 
Divine Providence, for which He knows the reason and I do not, 
I shall not be here again. n In the short time that I 
have been here I never have yet found it the law or the rule that 
because a Cabinet officer recommended a bill, therefore it should 


necessarily per 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. SHERMAN) raised the gavel. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Oh, now, don’t do that, Uncle 
. s 

The IRMAN. The Chair regrets to say that the time of 
the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. If that be true, I suppose“ the 
gentleman from California” must expire, unless my friend the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. QuiaG] will give me a few min- 
utes more. k 

Mr. QUIGG. How much time does the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia desire? 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Well, about five minutes more, 
I think. 

Mr. eee I yield to the gentleman five minutes. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. ‘For what I have received Iam 
ein For what I shall receive I will be thankful. [Laugh- 


~ demned. 
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Now, as I was saying, why should we pass this bill? Usually 
there is a demand for legislation found in the operation of the law 
in existence. Usually that demand for legislation can be suc- 
cinctly presented to Congress by the advocates of the measure. 
We are not usually required to arise and say, These are the 
objections to the bill,” and receive answer to those objections. 
The wise man in presenting a case, when he is either a lover or a 
lawyer, speaks of the good results to flow from the marriage or 
from the verdict. But here it is reversed, and we find gentlemen 
saying there are certain evils which now exist in our imagination 
because we object to the bill. They say our objections are of no 
force. Let them show first wherein the law works badly. Let 
them go further. They merely speak of the titles of various 
books. Far be it from me to even intimate that the grave, sedate, 
and learned gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] has ever 
read any of these books the titles of which he has called to our 
attention! [Laughter.] 

I know that the operation of his mind is so quick and the X-rays 
that scintillate from his intellect are so penetrating he is able to 
tell by a look at a book, on reading its title, whether it is a good 
or a bad book! Therefore he may be pardoned for saying all these 
are bad books. But upon what meat hath this our Cæsar” from 
Mississippi fed [laughter] that he is also able to tell that these 
are bad books? And my kind friend from Ohio [Mr. Burton], have 

ou read these books? [Laughter.] Isit possible that you have? 
Tshrink on the thought that you have read these books. [Great 
ughter. : 
ow, the title of a book in itself amounts to nothing. One of 
the pleasantest books that any man here remembers is The Dam- 
nation of Theron Wade. I presume the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. QuicG] has read it if anyone else has, and I presume 
a great many have read it. The title of that book would make us 
antagonize it; and yet it is interesting, it is eloquent and instruct- 
ive. The title of the book itself is not sufficient to condemn it. 
I admit that the title of the book If Christ Came to Congress 
condemns that book without reading it; and it ought to be con- 
Laughter.] I admit that if we could pass a law to 
keep that book and its sequel, which has been advertised, out of 
the mails, that we would be doing right to pass it, even if we had 
to do bodily violence to the gentleman the reputed author of the 
book : 


But the question is as to whether the title of a book itself makes 
it bad. Ido not think it does. The title of a book of itself does 
not make it bad. You must have waded through these books. 
Just think of it, gentlemen of the House of Representatives—just 
think of what the chairman of the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads has suffered in behalf of the dear people, whom he loves! 
He has waded through hundreds and hundreds and thousands of 
these bad books in order that he might be able to tell you that 
they were bad, and in order that you might vote for this bill to 
prevent others from suffering. It reminds me of a story of cholera 
times in New York, when the doctor said, Lou must not eat 
green-apple or rhubarb pie; and when the man of the house came 
in one day and found a rhubarb pie, made in the good old- 
fashioned style—and it makes my mouth water to think of it— 
he asked what it was, and when his wife told him he said, Good 
God! wife, in these cholera times, are you going to permit our 
dear, loved children to eat that rhubarb pie and die of cholera? 
No, no: take it away; put it in the pantry; keep it there.” And 
they did so; and that evening, after the children had retired, true 
to his duty as a father, true to his duty as an American citizen, 
he went into the pantry, where that pie was, and to save the lives 
of his innocent children ate that pie himself. [Great laughter.] 

And so to-day, Mr. Chairman. the learned chairman of the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads has read all these bad 
books to prove to us the necessity of passing this bill in order that 
= mighy be saved from evil by his vicarious punishment. [Great 

aughter. 
r. LOUD. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, simply to correct a statement, 

Mr. KYL Mr. Chairman, I understood from the remarks of 
the gentleman from California—— 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Which one? 

Mr. KYLE. Mr. Jonxsox. (Continuing.) That he stated that 
he had read some speech of mine, where I charged Mr. Wanamaker 
with having paid $400,000 for a seat in the Cabinet. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. If the tleman so understood 
me, or if I said so, that was an error. presumed that he, like 
other Democrats, believed that. Of course, what a man intends to 


ay Smd what he does say is frequently very different. [Great 
aughter. P 
Mr. KYLE. I accept the explanation. Itis all satisfactory to 


me. 

Mr. LOUD. I yield forty-five minutės to the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. BROMWELL]. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, I feel a great deal of the 


same satisfaction that I presume a visitor to St. Louis did the day 
after the cyclone. I am glad I didnot come before the gentleman: 
from California [Mr. JOHNSON], and that I have the privilege of 
talking after him, so that I may have missed the cyclone with 
which he struck the other gentlemen on our side of this question. 

Now, I do not know what the particular relations are between 
the two distinguished gentlemen from California. The pey : 
veiled sarcasm of the last gentleman in his attack upon the b 
would indicate that in order to have a consolidated and a united 
Republican party in the State of California the two gentlemen’ 
should get together. They have been accusing usin Ohio of being 
divided. I think that the Republican ty in California, if the 
remarks of the gentleman who has just concluded are any index 
of the situation, ought to get together and harmonize their dif- 
ferences. 

Now, so far as any covert attack upon the chairman of the 
committee is concerned, I propose to make no defense, because I 
take it for granted that he is fully able to take care of himself; 
but so far as the attack made upon this bill is directed against the 
Post-Office Committee, of which I am a member, I propos to try, 
in my feeble way, to reply to some of the comments and criticisms 
that have been made, not only by the learned gentleman from 
California [Mr. JoHnson], but by the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. QuIGG] who preceded him. 

To begin with, and for fear that I should overlook it, the pon: 
tleman from California . JOHNSON], referring to page 3 of the 
report, quoted the language of the chairman of the committee, in 
which he says it is his opinion, formed after many years of prac- 
tical and theoretical experience in postal affairs, that the trans- 
mission of the mails could be done more cheaply and with quicker 
dispatch and better satisfaction by private means than by the post- 
office authorities, and the gentleman seemed to think that he had 
discovered in that statement the colored individual in the wood 
pile so far as this bill is concerned. 

Upon that ground the gentleman charged the committee with 
undertaking to break down the Post-Office Department by bring- 
ing in and urging the passage of this bill. The gentleman 
appeared to think that we were en in an insidious attack 
upon the Post-Office Department in attempting to save for it an 
amount which has been variously estimated at from one to ten 
million dollars per annum, or even a larger sum. It strikes me, 
Mr. Chairman, that the gentleman from California must be 
entirely unfamiliar with the history of the legislation that is pro- 
pet in this bill. He must be entirely unaware of the fact that 

rom 1879 down to the present time there has been hardly a report 
made by any Postmaster-General of the United States, ublican 
or Democrat, which has not called attention to the evils which 
this bill attempts to correct, or has not made recommendations 
for their correction. If, therefore, the chairman of the Post- 
Office Committee, and the members of that committee, who have 
adopted this report, are engaged in an insidious attack upon the 
Department, equally guilty are Postmasters-General Wanamaker, 
Bissell, and the present Postmaster-General, Wilson. 

Again, the gentleman from California [Mr. JoHNson] says that 
we come here with our bill occupying a negative position, that we 
say in effect, ‘‘Prove that our bill is not a bill,” and that 
we do not rely upon the positive merits of the bill itself. In other 
words, to use the gentleman’s own illustration, according to him 
we come into court and say,. Here is our complaint; now let the 
defense prove that our allegations are not true.” If the gentle- 
man were aware, as he probably is not aware, of the hundreds 
and thousands of letters that have been mailed to the Post-Office 
Committee since the introduction of this bill, urging its $ 
letters from business men, from the public press all over the 
country, even from the weekly seb Fay which are supposed to 
be most injuriously affected by the bill—if the gentleman could 
have seen and read those communications, he would never have 
asked, What is the demand for this bill?“ The demand, sir, is 
universal. It comes from all classes of people and from all 
sections of the country. The bill is indorsed not only by the 
business men, the manufacturers, and others who by reason of 
frauds upon the postal service under the present law are com- 
pelled to pay more than their just proportion in the other es 
of postage, but the indorsement co nes also from the publishers of 
newspapers themselves, who, if any class are to be affected 
injuriously by the withdrawal of the privilege of sending sample 
copies, must be the class to suffer most. 

r. QUIGG. Will the gentleman—— 

Mr. BROMWELL. I decline to be interrupted. 

The gentleman from New York in his statement that ev 
measure of this kind which had been brought before Congress 
met with an unfavorable Spe ee evidently overlooked the bill 
which was introduced in this House in 1890 by the distinguished 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BinGHam], who was then 
chairman of the Post-Office Committee. In order that the House} 
may see the action which was taken at that time upon that bill I 


ee 
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will pooner. a moment in referring to the bill and also to the re- 

port which was made upon it. On February 27, 1890, Mr. BING- 

HAM introduced in this House— 

A bill (H. R. 7559) to fix the rate of postage on periodical publications con- 
‘ ? taining the print or reprint i books. £ 

Be it enacted, etc., That from and after the 3 of this act all publica - 
tions rting to be issued periodically and to subscribers, but which are 
merely books or reprints of ks, whether they bo issued complete or in 
parts, whether they be bound or unbound, or whether they be sold by sub- 
scription or otherwise, when offered for transmission by mail, shall be sub- 
ject to postage at the rate prescribed by law for third-class matter. 

The report on that bill was made April 7, 1890, by Mr. BING- 
HAM, the chairman of the committee. The opening paragraphs 
are as follows: 

The Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, having under considera- 
tion the bill (H. R. 7558) to fix the rate of postage on periodical publications 
containing the print or reprint of books, submit the following Gre 

A bill o e character paasi the House of Representatives, Fiftieth Con- 
gress, and Mr. Blount of Georgia submitted the following report. 

Then follows the report previously made by Mr. Blount. 

This report of the gentleman from Pennsylvania then goes on to 
quote the language of the Postmaster-General, on pages 43, 44, 45, 
and 46 of his report for 1889. 

The report further states: 

In letter under date of March 7, 1890, the Postmaster-General thus addresses 
the chairman of Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Then, after giving the letter of Postmaster-General Wanamaker, 
the report concludes: 

The committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


It seems, therefore, from the statement of this report that a bill 
of similar character to this was passed in the Fiftieth Congress, 
- and that a similar bill was introduced, fathered, and favorably 
reported upon by the chairman of the Post-Office Committee, 
General BINGHAM. 

Now, the gentleman from California [Mr. JoHNsON] asks us to 
state the reasons why this bill should be passed. Those reasons 
have been given. I can add but little to the statement as already 
made. There are two reasons that stand out preeminent. Ina 
room adjacent to this Hall, the Committee on Ways and Means 
of this House are engaged day after day hearing from representa- 
tive business men of the country their views in regard to the 
revision of the tariff—a measure madeabsolutely necessary by the 
deficiency of the revenues under the present system, $39,000,000 
being the amount we are behind in receipts as compared with our 
expenditures for the fiscal year up to the present time. Taking 
in view this deficiency, it is proposed to increase the tariff duties. 
But, gentlemen, there is another way in which we can assist the 
revenues of the Government in addition to increasing the tariff. 
When a business man finds that he is running behind, he has the 
choice of two methods of improving his standing; one is to increase 
the receipts of his business if possible; the other is to cut down, 
if ible, its expenses. Both of these means are available to us, 

e hope shortly after the 4th of March of this year to enact a 
bill which shall increase the receipts of the Government: but it is 
none the less the duty of this House before the 4th of March, if 
possible, to assist in this good work of cutting off this deficit by a 
propa economy—a cutting down wherever it can properly be done 
in the expenses of the Government. 

I care not whether the amount that will be saved if this bill be 
passed be placed at $1,000,000 or $40,000,000. The principle is the 
same. If we can save $1,000,000 to this Government by the pas- 
sage of this bill, it is our duty to do it. Gentlemen get up on the 
floor of this House and oppose the payment of the just debts of 
this Government in the way of war claims and other just obliga- 
tions. When the amount is only a few hundred dollars, they 
debate and argue; they spend hours in opposition to the payment 
of just claims against the Government; yet they are willing tostand 
idly by and permit, or even directly toadvocate, the continuance of 
an abuse in the postal system which year after year takes from the 
revenues of the Government not merely a few hundred or a few 
thousand dollars, but millions. The demand, therefore, is first on 
the ground of economical management of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment. But, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, there 
is a very much higher duty than even that of economy; there is 
a higher duty than the mere saving of dollars and cents to the 
Government, and that is the duty we owe, so far as the question 
of these serial novels is concerned, at any rate of transmission 
through the mails, to the morality of the youth of this country. 

The gentleman from California [Mr. JoHNSON] may ridicule the 
idea that these novels are the means of transmitting immorality 
to the youth of our land. He says the transmission of one cheap 
edition of Dickens’s novels through the mails at this cheap rate 
of postage more than compensates for the damage done by the 
transmission of the innumerable immoral novels that are sent to 
all parts of our land. But I say to you that one human soulsaved 
is worth all of the intellectual geve opmens of the human mind 
that can be gathered by the use of Dickens's novels or the reading 
of Thackeray's novels or any other of the standard authors of the 


world. I say that the evil of such transmission through the mails 
is so widespread in regard to the serial novels, that the good done 
as compared with the evil, is as a grain of wheat to a barrel o 
chaff. To be convinced of this fact it is only necessary to take a list 
of these publications and read it through. How many of these 
books would you select to put into the hands of your son and your 
daughter to be convinced of their working great injury to the 
morality of youth? . 

But I have here an article which will command the attention 
and respect of, I hope, even the gentleman from California him- 
self, It is an article in a work entitled Books and Reading for 
the Young, by J. H. Smart, who was for twelve years past presi- 
dent of Purdue University at Lafayette, Ind., an educator known 
not only throughout the United States, but throughout the world. 
In regard to this class of literature that is circulated through our 
mails at the 1 cent a pound rate under the pretense of educational 
value, he says: 


tion. 

Tam reliably informed that a part of the bad literature that goes out 
of New York is sent to the great West, and I know from personal observa- 
tion that much of it comes to the State of Indiana. The circulation of bad 
literature has become so extensive in New England that it has called out the 
chibi Oo signed by such men as Noah Porter, Theodore D. Woolsey, 
Francis A. Walker, mard Bacon, Francis Wayland, and James E. English: 

Wo desire to call attention to the cheap, trashy literature which is demor- 
all the youth of our country. In this class we notice the 
The New York Boys’ Weekly, with a reputed circulation of 
Boys of New York, with a reputed circulation of 50,000. These papers con- 
tain stories of the most sensational and slangy character, judging by the 

King of the hway; 


titles, of which wè name the follo 5 Rre 
Yankee Claude Duval, the Dashing Knight of the i Corkey, or the 
Tricks and Travels of a Supe; Shorty, jr., or the Son of His Dad; Bang 
Up. or the Boy Ranchero, etc. We see not one redeeming trait in these or 
other papers of this class. We are informed that many of the advertise- 
ments in their columns are of the most villainous kind. Will you not do 
what you can to warn your readers against the peril that besets our youth? 

“Our object is not to advertise any periodical in place of those we depre- 
cate, but 75 0 to warn the public of a ger suspec' by few and Poallzed 
by fewer = 

There is also here a quotation from Prof. William G. Sumner, of 
Yale College, which I will not take the time of the committee to 
read, but it is of the same general character. 

Now, the gentleman says that you can not tell much from the 
title of a book about what it is, but I have here a collection of 
books, and I think the titles would indicate about their character. 
I will say that some of them are made up of fairly good literature. 
The collection which I hold in my hand is from the Munro Library 
of popular novels. This publication was started long before the 
decision of Attorney-General Devens, which admitted this class of 
literature to the mails. I am informed by reliable business men, 
who know the facts, that the proprietors of this library—of this 
series of books—had made an immense fortune before the favora- 
ble construction of law by Attorney-General Devens, which gave 
them the privilege of wading this matter through the mails at a 
lower rate. Originally issued as weeklies or monthlies, I have for- 
gotten which, they now issue them daily, so that every day one of 
these cheap novels goes into the mails, or is supposed to go into 
the mails. As a matter of fact, dozens and hundreds of them are 
dumped in together, of ali sorts of issues and of all sorts of days, 
and sree go through the United States mail at the rate of a cent 
a pound. 

ow, I will take one of these, and from the catalogue which is 
published at the end will give you a sample of the general run of 
these books, and I will say also that George Munro & Sons, pub- 
lishers—and this is only a type of the entire class—are not the 
publishers of one series gon but they have a great variety of 
names under which the publications are sent out, and a book 
which appears as number one of one series will appear as number 
ten in another series or number fifteen in a third series. All they 
have to do is to tear off the papa back and paste a new one on 
and instead of its being the Old Sleuth Series, for instance, or Old 
Sleuth Library, it will be The Boys Dashaway Library, or instead 
of that it may be Die Deutsche Library, or the Laurel Library, 
and so on. 

Now, here are some of the publications of the Old Sleuth Li- 
brary,’ which is stated to be a series of the most thrilling detect- 
ive stories ever published, issued quarterly, price 5 cents each,” 
and I will say that there are 69 of them altogether. Old Sleuth, 
the Detective; The King of the Detectives; Old Sleuth's Triumph; 
Under a Million Disguises; Night Scenes in New York; Old Elec- 
tricity, the Lightning Detective.“ 

Iam reading them right along, and if any gentleman can find 
one of these books that he would like to put into the hands of his 
son or daughter, I shall be very glad to have him pick it out for 
me. The Robber Detective; Iron Burgess, the Government De- 
8 The Brigands of New York, and so on for quantity and 
q 
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Out of the entire 69 there is not one book that you or I would 
want to see in our households. . è? 

Now, gentlemen say that the present law is sufficient to exclude 
this class of literature. The law, if enforced, is sufficient to ex- 
clude a certain class of this abominable literature. The law gives 
the Post-Office authorities the right to throw out of the mail books 
containing obscene matter, but the law, as construed by the De- 
partment and by the Attorney-General, does not give the right to 
throw out of the mails books that are almost equally as villainous 
as those containing obscenity. 

Let me read to you from a letter addressed by the Postmaster- 
General to the chairman of the Post-Office Committee, Hon. John 
S. Henderson, and found in the report of the committee on pages 21 
and 22; 

Fourthly. The favoring of works of fiction, as is shown above, carries with 
it the circulation at practically the expense of the nation, of a very vicious 
class of literature. On this nt I can not, perhaps, do better than to quote 
the views of the gentleman before alluded to. He ee 

But the worst side of this question I have not yet touched, and that is the 
wide diffusion of what, for want of a better name, may be termed the big- 
amy’ school of fiction. I mean the writings of such novelists as Ouida. 
8 6 Dumas the younger, and the coarse and brutal 

res 

PS There are many novels of that class which every librarian who has an 
regard for the morals of the community deplores the existence of, nove 
which depict, sometimes in the most seductive, sometimes in the most repul- 
sive, ts the decline and fall of woman—novels in which where there is 
not a seduction there is an adultery, and where there is not an adultery there 
is a seduction, and very frequently there are both. Now, what kind of liter- 
ature is that to bring into domestic circles, to be put forth by the thousand, 
and scattered all over your country to the exclusion, or at least to the 
prejudice, of decent and elevating literature?” 


The gentlemen who advocate the allowance of this class of mat- 
ter to gothrough the mails at the reduced rates, and thus to make 
the Government of the United States accessory to the distribution 
of this vicious stuff, have no plea to make for that higher class of 
literature which is really educational. The schoolbooks of the 
country do not go through the mails at a cent a pound. They have 
no plea to make for the Holy Bible. That does not go through 
the mails at a cent a pound unless it is cut up into sections, in 
order to defraud the Government, gs these book publishers have 
done. Your religious tracts do nof go through the mails in the 
same class with this literature. They pay S cents a pound. Why, 
then, should this special favor be given to this class of publishers. 
There is no sentimentality about it. The re Sn to that are 
demanding free sample copies and these serial publishers who are 
demanding these privileges are business men. They are in the 
business for the purpose of making money. They do with their 
money when it is made just what every other business man does. 
There is no special appeal that they can make to us to favor them 
inassisting their business. When it comes to the legitimate news- 
paper publications—the issues of the great dailies, the weeklies, 
and the monthly magazines—they form a different class of liter- 
ature. It has been the policy of this Government to favor that 
literature for the general dissemination of information and knowl- 
edge. But when it comes to this class of literature, they are 
nothing more than books—books with paper covers. There is no 
more reason why the mere manner in which a publication is bound 
shall make a discrimination in its favor of 7 cents a pound than 
there is why we should discriminate between a sample of merchan- 
dise sent through the mails in a canvas bag and the same sample 
of merchandise sent in a paper bag. They are exactly the same 
book. A work of Dickens is a book whether it is bound in paper 
or bound in cloth. 

Now, why should a cloth-bound book of Dickens pay 8 cents a 
pouon for transmission through the mails while a paper-bound 

ok pays but I cent a pound? Not the difference in the binding. 
That can not be the reason, There never was any intention to 
include these books in this privileged class. The publishers saw 
that all that was necessary was to use the name of some series— 
Household Series, Favorite Series, Sleuth Series, Detective Series, 
or something else, then mark it volume 1, number 1, issued 
daily, weekly, or monthly, as the case may be, subscription $12 a 
year, take it down to the post-office, make a false oath to the post- 
master, and they would get their books through the mail at a 
cent a pound. 

Now, it may be thought that Iam using extravagant language 
when I say “by making a false oath.” I have had a communica- 
tion handed me by the Postmaster-General, which consisted of an 
affidavit made by the former owner of a New York sample-copy 
paper. I refer to it asa sample-copy paper, because he admitted 
in his affidavit and made the statement that this paper had 7,000 
legitimate paid-up subscribers: that on the strength of the 7,000 
subscribers there were 68,000 copies sent out, and 32,000 sample 
copies of this publication. In other words, on the strength of a 
legitimate circulation and subscription of 7,000, 100, copies 
were sent out through the mails. This affidavit was filed with 
the Postmaster-General. 

Mr. CANNON. I will ask, for information, if the gentleman 
will allow me, was this against the law? 


Mr. BROMWELL. I understand it was against the law, and 
he may be prosecuted. 

Mr. C ON. Why was he not sent to the penitentiary if he 
was guilty of violating the law? 

Mr. BROMWELL. Possibly he may have been; I do not know. 
I intended this as one illustration of the abuse of the sample-copy 
privilege. I am not here saying that he would not make himself 
amenable to the laws. I do not know what the circumstances 
were as to that; but in his affidavit he stated that on the basis of 
7,000 subscription list he was able to send out 100,000 papers, 
82,000 of which were sample copies. 

Mr. CANNON. But that is clearly against the law. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Undoubtedly it is. 

Mr. CANNON. Does my friend think it is safe to repeal a law 
that some believe is beneficial in its general results because some 
individual has violated that law? 

Mr. BROMWELL. Well, so far as that is concerned, I will 
answer the gentleman this way: I believe that this Post-Office 
Department ought to be managed, if possible, in its different 
branches so as to pore expenses. I believe that the sample-copy 
privilege is one of the reasons why a deficiency exists; and it seems 
to me, from all the information we can get, a reason why the 
sample copy privilege ought to be withdrawn. Do I answer the 
gentleman’s question? A 

Mr. CANNON. The gentleman answers by giving one of the 
means of cutting down the deficiency, or of wiping out the defi- 
ciency; but I will point the gentleman to one other very impor- 
tant consideration. For instance, in each county a paper goes 
absolutely free of postage. In every county of the United States, 
as I understand, a paper published in that county has the frank- 
ing privilege. Now, if the gentleman does not interfere with that, 
as I understand his bill, I would like to have him say so. 

Mr, BROMWELL. I will answer the gentleman by ying 
that if the expenses of the Post-Office Department can be brough 
within its income by cutting off serial publications alone, then I 
would be willing to have sample copies go out so far as that could 
be done without entailing additional expense; and if it became 
necessary to curtail the ot ate by curtailing the sample copies, 
I would cut them off; and if it required additional economy to 
bring the expenses of the Post-Office Department within its re- 
ceipts, I should be in favor of cutting off the county free matter. 
Of course, it has been the policy for gears to allow free county 
matter to go through the mails. Whether it would be wise or 
politic to withdraw that privilege from county free matter is 
another question, 

Mr. CANNON. I am not advocating that. I simply wanted 
to get at the theory on which the gentleman was proceeding. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Reference was made, I think, by the gen- 
tleman from New York to the fact that the American Newspaper 
Publishers’ Association represented only a small portion, numer- 
ically, of the newspapers published in the United States. I believe 
he said only 170 out of about 1,800 newspapers. I have here a 
circular of the American Newspaper Publishers’ Association, 
indorsing this bill, which was adopted by the association, by the 
unanimous vote of the executive committee, on February 20, 1896, 
and afterwards by the unanimous vote of the association on Feb- 
ruary 21. 1896. I find by reference to the list of members of this 
association that it is composed of newspapers nearly all of which 
are of national reputation. The press of nearly every large city 
in the United States is represented. There are five papers from 
Albany, N. Y.,two from Augusta, Ga., three from Baltimore, one 
from Bangor, eight or nine from Boston, five from Brooklyn, three 
from Buffalo, and I believe nearly ay newspaper published in 
my own city, Cincinnati, is upon the list. There are eight or ten 
from Philadelphia, six or eight from Pittsburg, five or six from 
St. Louis, and so on through the list. I am also informed that 
while it is true that the number of these papers is butasmall per- 
centage of the whole number of publications of this kind in the 
United States, yet the actual output of the papers upon this list 
constitutes about 75 per cent of the newspaper matter issued in 
the country. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. What class of papers does the gentleman 
refer to now? 3 

Mr. BROMWELL. The papers that make up the American 
Publishers’ Association. 

Mr. RUNER Daily newspapers, are they not? 

Mr. BROMWELL. Yes, sir; daily newspapers, and they in- 
dorse this bill. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Isit not just possible that they desire to get 
rid of competition? 

Mr. BROMWELL. These are for the most part daily news- 
papers; but gentlemen know that Harper’s Weekly is not a daily 
publication, and I have here an article from Harper's Weekly, 
under date of April 11, 1896, indorsing this bill. I will read it: 

THE LOUD BILL. 


that Congress will not adjourn before passing the ee tl 


It is to be hoped 
5 to limit second-class matter strictly to newspapers 
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periodicals. A strong effort is being made to defeat the measure, and there 
seems to be some misconception at m as to the attitude toward it 
of some of the publishers of periodicals. © Weekly has favored this bill 
simply because it is for the general interest that it should become a law. 
‘The Government is now 1 annually between $18,000,000 and $19,000,000 as 
ar t of a perversion of the law. 

e 


W of 1 
readers of such 3 It is the policy of the Government to exte; 
the circulation o 


red e 

W adds to the cost of maintaining the Post-Office Department is a menace 

to the law itself, for if the abuse continue, there will 3 come a time 

when the Government must fix the charge for carryiog. second-class matter 
at a rate which will cover the cost of transportation. It will be remem- 
bered that the enormous loss resulting from the second-class rate is not 
due to the to which the Government is put for carrying real news- 
pers and periodicals, but for the inclusion among second-class matter of 
— advertising circulars, enormous sample editions, and other publica- 
tions not properly included in second-class matter. Recently the sample 
edition of one publication alone, as we learn from the report of the commit- 
tee, weighed 300,000 pounds. Its in the mails cost the Government 

. $24,000. As the postage paid was $3,000, the Government lost pwo this one 

edition. We have the estimate of the Department that if the perversion of 
the law should cease, the post-office could afford to carry periodicals for noth- 

and this certainly indicates the extent of the abuse. 

; © abuse ought to be stopped not only because it is the cause of such enor- 
mous expense to the Government, but because it interferes with the rights 
of the great pooner of those who use the post-office. The post-office is es- 

' tablished primarily for the carrying of letters. At the present rate of post- 

auge letters are carried for & cents a pnia giving the Government a profit 
on this class of mail matter of 24 cents a pound. In other words, to take the 
estimate of the committee, the people who send letters through the mail, and 
they include practically the mona eee of the country, pay to the Gov- 
ernment every year between $30,000,000 and $40,000,000 more t the cost of 
tri sion. If letter. postage were reduced one-half, the Government 
would still make a yearly profit of from $15,000,000 to $20,000,000. 
the stubborn facts in the way of reducing letter is the loss of 
$18,000,000 to $19,000,000 by reason of the abuse of the law relating to second - 

e matter. It is another evidence of the patience of the pio of the 

United States that they permit those who pervert this law for heir own 

profit to postpone the day of penny x 


I have also the proceedings of the American Newspaper Pub- 
lishers’ Association to which I have already referred, and which I 
insert in my remarks at this point: 

The American Newspaper Publishers’ Association (composed of publishers 
of leading dailies) a mote. Mr. Lovp's postal bill z 

- First, by the u ous vote of the executive committee, February 20, 1808. 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
From the Brooklyn Times, February 21, 1896.] 

The executive committee of the American Newspaper Publishers’ Associa- 
tion entertained N ay gene: E. F. Loup, chairman of the Postal Committee 
of Con: and Third Assistant Postmaster-General 8 dinner last 
evening at the Hotel Waldorf, where they discussed the postal bill relating 
to second-class mail matter. which has lately been introduced in 
Mr. Loup, and after a full debate and a thorough examination into the mer- 
its of the bill, the members of the executive ttee unanimously 


The following were present: Charles W. Knapp, of the St. Louis Republic; 
Congressman t P. r. General Craig ; M. 
A. McRae, of the Cincinnati Post; J. A. Butler, of the Buffalo News; W. H. 


THE ASSOCIATION, 


From the New York Times, February 22, 1896.] 

The American Newspaper Publishers’ Association concluded its annual 
meeting at the Brunswick Hotel last evening with a banquet. The associa- 
tion has been in session for the last three days, the attendance has been very 
large, and the amount of work transacted greater than at any previous ses- 


m. 
` resent, including President 
ce. President J. A. Butler, of 


all the officers of the association were 
Charles W. Knapp, of the St. Louis Republic; 
the Buffalo News: W. C. Bryant, of the Brooklyn Times; M. A. McRae, gen- 
eral manager of the Cincinnati Post, St. Louis Chronicle, and Cleveland Press; 
S. H. Kauffman, of the Washington Star, and W. H. Seif, of the Pittsburg 
Timer. + + * * * * 

A vote of the association was then taken, and it was found to be unani- 
mously in favor of the Loud bill as it had been reported. 


Publishers of legitimate newspapers advocate the 
because it strikes at the root of the abuses which have led toa very! 
and growing loss in the postal revenues and have called forth the pro 
and recommendations of successive Postmasters-General. 

So long as the rien a oe rates were confined to copies mailed to subscrib- 
ers the present difficulties had no existence; but since 1879, when these rates 
were extended to sample copies, thousands of publications, bearing sufficient 
resemblance to regular ane cg rs to obtain admission to the second class, 
have been established, mainly for the purpose of circulating sample copies, 
which, when once entered as second-class publications, they are entitled to 
send out in unlimited quantities. 

This isa cag growing evil which is injuring both the revenues of the 
Government and the business of established newspapers. 

the Loud bill is passed, this privilege will be withdrawn. Second-class 
rates will apply only to copies mailed to regular subscribers and the tempta- 
tion to evasions of the law, which are at present so ruinous to regular pub- 
lishers and the -office revenues, cease. 

The g of books as pretended serials, when in fact they have few or no 
subscribers, was never intended by the framers of the present law. 

It is far ferable that a reasonable and moderate reform, such as would 
be accomplished by Mr. Lovun’s bill, should be carried into effect than that 
the abuses in connection with second-class matter should be allowed to con- 
tinue until the loss to the Government becomes so tremendous that a recast- 


ing of the whole system shall become necessary. 


of the Loud bill 


Now, the gentleman from New York [Mr. QuiGG] seems to 
assume that the raising of the rate of postage for these periodicals 
must result in these publishers going out of business. That is 
his assumption. He figures that we get so much postage now. 
and that if we raise the rate we shall Jose all of that postage and 
also the pos which is incidental to that; that the first-class 
postage, and the incidental postage from third and fourth 
class matter, will be lost, because we shall have closed out this line 
of business. 

Now, if such publications as Munro’s could exist before the de- 
cision of the Attorney-General, and if the publishers could become 
wealthy while paying postage at the old rates, it is not very likely 
that, with the improved facilities they now have for getting out 
cheap literature, with the cheapening of Pal , and the fact that 
in many instances, as I am told, the publi ve have their own 
paper mills, so that they make the profit upon the paper as well as 
the profit upon the books—in view of these facts and considera- 
tions it is not at all likely that an increase from 1 cent to 8 cents 
a pound in the rate of postage would result in closing them ont. 
Here, for instance [illustrating], is a book that wate about 2 
ounces, one-eighth of a pound. If this were mailed at the pound 
rate, the pos upon it would be 1 cent. How much does that 
add to the cost of the book? Instead of selling it at 5 cents they 
could sell it at 6 cents and let the purchaser pay the additional 


postage. 

But gentlemen who are opposing this bill do not seem to have 
agreed together upon one point. In some of these boiler-plate pro- 
tests that seem to emanate from some syndicate, from some cen- 
tral headquarters, modified in language just enough to keep them 
from being exactly the same—in some of these protests it is stated 
that if we pass this bill the poor publishers will bə driven into 
bankruptcy, that the paper mills will be closed down, that the 

tters will all be wn out of work, that the mail carriers 
will be discharged, that the news agents will have to go to the 
poorhonse, and, reasoning along that line, they “opon to us to let 
the existing law stand, so as to keep up the great y of manu- 
facturers and distributers of this kind of literature. On the other 
hand, another class of the.epponents of this bill speak from a 
directly opposite standpoint. ey say it does not make any dif- 
ference to the publishers whether we pass this bill or not. They 
take no interest in publishers, but they say that we are not attack- 
ing or injuring them, tĦat it is not the publishers who are to suf- 
fer, but the consumers. The publisher will go right on, they say; 
he will simply add the additional postage to the price of his pu 
lications, and the consumer will pay just so much more for them, 

1 2 — the hammer fell.] 

Mr. Chairman, I desire to take this opportunity 
of answering somewhat more fully than the gentleman from Ohio 
Mr. BROMWELL] did the question that was addressed to him by 

e gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON]. : 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from New York [Mr. Quiaa] 
is 338 by unanimous consent. 

Th 


r. QUIGG. No, sir; Iam proceeding in my own time. 

e CHAIRMAN. But the gentleman could not, without the 
unanimous consent of the committee, which has been given, oc- 
cupy more than one hour. 

r. QUIGG. Thegentleman from Ilinois inquired concerning 
the fraudulent character of a transaction which the tleman 
from Ohio described. I wish to read the provision of the statute 
on that subject. 

That any person who shall submit or cause to be submitted to any post- 
master or to the Post-Office 9 or any officer of the postal service 
any false evidence relative to the character of any Fee tor the pur- 
poms of securing the admission thereof at the second-class rate for transpor- 

tion in the mails, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor; and for every 
offense, upon conyiction thereof, shall, be punished by a fine of not less than 
$100 nor more than $500. 

So that if the gentleman from Ohio has information from the 
Department that a crime of this sort has been committed, the duty 
of the De ent under the statute is obvious. 

Mr. LOUD. I now yield twenty minutes to the gentleman 
from Louisiana [Mr. OGDEN]. 

Mr. OGDEN. Mr. Chairman, I recognize in this bill the cul- 
mination of a long-felt want. The object of the measure is to 
correct an abuse that has grown upin our postal service, asshown 
by the successive reports of various Postmasters-General, begin- 
ning with the recommendation of the Third Assistant Postmaster- 
General in 1883, followed by the report of Postmaster-General 
Wanamaker, by that of Postmaster-General Bissell, by that of 
Postmaster-General Wilson, and by the message of the President 
of the United States recently submitted to Congress. The Post- 
master-General, after stating that the total deficit, omitting’ the 
amount credited to the Pacific railroads, was $8,127,088.44, says: 


There is no necessity for this annual deficit. The Department is powerless 
to phe it, but a few lines of amendment by Congress to the 


to 
in the 
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For years the attention of Congress and of the le has been called by 
Depackuent: to this gross and growing abuse. Vigorous efforts were 
made by my immediate pred ‘ostmaster-General Wanamaker and 
Postmaster-General Bissell, to secure legislation which would protect the 
ostal service from this waste of its revenues and the taxpayers from 
—— burden imposed on them by the regular deficits. 
— * + 


* 
The increase in the weight of second-class matter for the year was 37,000,000 

mds, as 13,000,000 pounds last year. The mere cost of transporta- 
Ron of this matter is estimated at 8 cents a pound. The postage revenue 
received from it was 8} mills a pound. Thus 349,000,000 potoa; in round 
numbers. at 8 cents a pound for 1 $27,920,000; postal rev 
enue received, at 8} mills per pound, $2,966,403, a loss on transportation alone 
of nearly $25,000,000. t 

e + * * 


+ + a 

It thus a that from two-thirds of the matter handled the last fiscal 
year the revenue was less than one-thirtieth of the cost of the mail service. 

Whether an abuse exists or not in connection with our postal 
system is a question which ought to be considered by this House. 
I do not say, because Mr. Wanamaker called the attention of Con- 

ess to this matter, or because Mr. Bissell did the same, or because 
Mr. Wilson has emphasized the existence of this evil, or because 
the President of the United States has indorsed the views of these 
several officials, that therefore a measure of this kind must neces- 
sarily be right. But certainly the fact that these officers of the 
Government, following their duty, have thus called attention to 
the abuses which have grown up is no reason why gentlemen here 
should vote against this bill. ‘ 

I always listen to the gentleman from California [Mr. JOHNSON] 
with a great deal of interest, and often with amusement. But 
his reasons for not supporting this bill seem to me in the main to 
amount to this: That because Mr. Wanamaker, and Mr. Bissell, and 
Mr. Wilson, and the President of the United States have called 
attention to this subject is reason why he and those who think 
with him should vote against the measure. I am not as good at 
relating an anecdote as my friend from California, but his atti- 
tude on this question reminds me of a story 1 heard of a little 
boy. About Christmas time, he had in his hand a nice piece of 
oak and was met by one of his companions, who asked, Why 
don’t yon eat your cake; ain't it good?” Oh, yes,” was the reply, 
“it is good, but grandma said I might eat it; and you know I 
don’t do anything that grandma wants me to do.” Now, I lis- 
tened for half an hour to the remarks of the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia, and after all, his position, it seemed, was that he did not 
want to do anything that the officers of the Government had 
recommended that Congress should do. 

I confess, Mr. Chairman, that I do not always follow the advice 
of the officers of the Government; but I do think that when they 
offer important recommendations, those recommendations ought 
to be considered fairly and justly upon their merits and should not 
be opposed through a spirit of factious opposition. If the recom- 
mendation is wise, fair, just—if it commends itself to our judg- 
ment—then it is our duty to follow it. 

The whole question presented here is whether this is a bill 
which Congress ought to pass. Under what auspices does it 
come before this body? As already stated, it had been recom- 
mended by three Postmasters-General and by the President of 
the United States. It was introduced by the distinguished gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. Loup], referred to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and comes back here with the 
unanimous report of that committee in its favor. Is that report 
to be discredited without reason? Has any gentleman on this 
floor shown why it should be discredited? Is it not a fact that 
abuses have crept into our tal service? Is it not a fact, as 
stated by Postmaster-General Wilson, that the second-class mat- 
ter, embracing in weight about two-thirds of all which passes 
through the mails, is handled for about one-tenth of the cost of 
transportation alone? 

Does anyone deny it? Is there any gentleman here who will dis- 
pute that statement? Ought we not to be just before we undertake 
to be generous? Ought we not to listen to the story of the wants 
and the needs of the people of the United States rather than give 
transportation through the mails to millions of pounds of mail 
matter at one-tenth of what it actually costs to transport it? That 
is the question that this House must consider. 

To show the extent of our generosity, I submit the following 
average revenue, as shown by the Postmaster-General’s 
report, from each pound of mail matter: 


ecessors, Pi 


Second-claas Mather oe oo A mills.. 8.5 
FUSER A STRELA oe oan cane e a cents.. 13.1 
Fr c AA do.... 15.6 


It seems to me that these simple statements of facts is a sufficient 
answer to the assertion of my friend from California [Mr. JOHN- 
soni that the friends of the bill had given no reason for its sup- 
port or its passage. 

I believe in the policy of the Government practiced for many 
years in allowing newspapers and other 13 publications 
very low rates. The provisions of this bill in no wise affects 
them. But we do propose to exclude from the benefits of this rate 
millions of pounds of matter that was never intended by the act 
of 1885 to be transported as second-class matter. 


Pe —T— —ä—— 
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This bill is in no wise partisan. It was enforced by a num- 
ber of Republican ex-Postmasters-General while they were in of- 
fice, it has been indorsed by two Democratic Postmasters-General, 
and it has been indorsed by the President of the United States. It 
has been indorsed by the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads of the House, at whose head is a bibs, Veen Republican 
member of this body, and it comes before the House without any 
minority report whatever against it. > i 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there has absolutely been no reason given 
by the opponents of this measure why it should not pass. And 
while I have the floor I want to give another reason for favoring 
the bill. I favor it because it would result in a saving to the 
Government, in my judgment, of not less than $10,000,000 a year 
in the transportation of the mails; which, if that saving be made, 
would make it possible for a succeeding Congress to put into exe- 
cution measures of relief to certain persons who haye to perform 
their work for the Government at ridiculouslylow prices. I speak 
of the fourth-class postmasters of the country. 

In this connection I will say that since I have been a member of 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads I have found that 
while we were giving largesses to some classes of our people, and 
while we were being generous to certain publishers through- 
out the United States to the extent of $10,000,000 a year of the 
people’s money, we were pursuing a sagt policy to many 
thousands of fourth-class postmasters. r. Chairman, in order 
to be able to frame some measure of relief for these deserving 
85 I wrote to the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post- 
Office Department, and afterwards to the Postmaster-General 
himself, requesting certain specific information relative to com- 
pensation of fourth-class postmasters. This information was de- 
nied me on the plea of a Jack of clerical force. I then introduced 
a resolution in the House calling for the information, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster-General be requested to furnish this House 
at an early date the following information in regard to the salaries of fourth- 
class postinasters, to wit: í 

Number of fourth-class postmasters whose salaries are $50 per annum or 
less, and the te amount of the same. . 

Number of fourth-class postmasters whose salaries exceed $50 and are not 
above $100 per ann and the aggregate amount of the same. 

Number of fourth-class tmasters whose salaries exceed $100 and are not 
above $200 per annum, and the aggregate amount of the same, $ 

Number of fourth-class 8 whose salaries exceed $200 and are not 
above per annum, and the aggregate amount of the same. 


Number of fourth- tmasters whose salaries exceed $500 and are not 
above $999 per annum, and the aggregate amount of the same. 


This resolution was introduced in the House on the 17th day of 
March, and was reported and passed on the 23d. The Postmaster- 
General made no direct response to this order of the House, but 
on page 19 of his annual report, recently submitted to Congress, 
he gives the exact information called for by the resolution. 
reason now for calling the attention of the House to this matter 
is that if the pending bill is passed I believe that we can be able 
to take up and dispose of the matter of proper compensation of 
these fourth-class postmasters, as well as in respect to the com- 
pensation of the letter carriers, and in regard to the reclassitica- 
tion of clerks, whose request for a reform in this matter ought to 


be listened to with i ' 
Mr. MILLIKEN. ill the gentleman allow me to ask him & 
question? 
Mr. OGDEN. Certainly. D 
Mr. MILLIKEN. How will the passage of this bill accomplish 
that result? 


Mr. OGDEN, I will tell the gentleman. If you save the mone 
in this direction, it can be applied in other ways. When 
why you do notincrease the salaries of the fourth-class postmasters, 
the answer is always that we have a deficit of millions of dollars 
a year in the postal service, and an annual deficit in our public 
revenues of $30,000,000 or $40,000,000, and therefore it is idle to 
talk of remedying these abuses. When letter carriers come before 
Congress and ask a remedy, the same answer is given to them as 
is given to the postmasters, and, as has been stated by gentlemen 
on the floor, the same answer is unavoidably and invariably given 
in respect to any other question of claims against the Government, 
no matter how just they are. > 

But let me again state some of the reasons for the passage of 
this bill. In the first place, I think we will be able to save eight 
or ten millions of dollars N in the postal service 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Just a word, if the gentleman will permit 
me, in that very connection. That is just the point. The issue 
between the gentlemen and myself is on that proposition of knock- 
ing off a deficit, or of saving $8,000,000 of expenditures. If the 
gentleman would make that perfectly clear, that we can save 
eight millions or ten millions, or even five millions of dollars, I 
will vote with him for the bill, just as the gentleman from New 
York said that he would. 

Mr. OGDEN. Well, that is a matter of opinion, of course; but 
I think I can convince the gentleman. It is a question of belief. 
Whether you believe it or not, we know, as a matter of fact, that 
we are carrying this mail matter at a ridiculously low price, and 
when we are informed as to the extent of its transmission through 
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the mails it is manifest that if we prevent its transmission at the 
present price we will not be involved in this great expense without 


com tion. 
50 . MILLIKEN, Will my friend allow me to ask him a ques- 


tion? I do not want to interrupt him, because I do not suppose 
he wants to be interrupted. I suppose the real purpose of this 
bill, and the purpose of the P ce Department in bringing it 
here—for they certainly were instrumental in bringing it here— 
and the p of.the committee, was to curtail expenditures and 
make a saving to the Government. Now, my own belief is that 
they will not save a cent, and if they do not save a cent, why, they 
are not correcting any a 

Mr. OGDEN. Well, when you have the opportunity, in your 
time, you may prove that it will not save a cent, if you can. We 
believe it will save millions, and are ing on that theory. 
Then, we have thousands of people behind us who, if we do save 
these millions, will have an opportunity to come up and present 
their grievances to Congress. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. 1 will help the gentleman to correct those 
grievances. I am with him on that. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. Does not the gentleman think that the bur- 
den of proof is upon those who favor the of this bill? 
3 GG DEN. Oh, well, that matter of the burden of proof is 

e. 


Mr. FAIRCHILD. But is not the burden of proof upon you? 

Mr. OGDEN. I think it has already been proven. You must 
3 it. Postmaster-General Wanamaker says it is proved, 
and he puts it at two millions. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. The report puts it at $1,000,000. 

Mr. OGDEN. Postmaster-General Wilson puts it at $8,000,000. 
You must disprove the statement of these gentlemen. I take the 
statements as true. You must di ve those statements. 

Now I to go on with my line of argument. 

As I stated, I introduced a resolution, because as a member of 
the Committee on Post-Office and Post-Roads I found a bill 
which was introduced by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
CuxnmnGs]. I also found another bill, introduced by the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER]. I also found other bills 
looking to the increase of the compensation of fourth-class post- 
masters. I found those bills, but could find no data to act upon. 
It is idle to come before this House, as gentlemen well know, and 
talk about passing measures without presenting proper data for 
consideration. í 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Did you find a letter carriers’ bill there? 

Mr. OGDEN. I did. I voted for it in committee, and it is upon 
the Calendar of this House. 

Pre CUMMINGS. Why did you not bring that up instead of 

Mr. OGDEN. Iam not the chairman of the committee, and I 
am not of the majority of this House. You might just as well 
ask me why Iam not Jack the Giant Killer, or why I do not climb 
up to heaven, as another Jack tried to do. [Laughter.] But now 
let me proceed. 

I want to put before this House and before the people of this 
country, because it is new matter to them, this information from 
the report of the Postmaster-General. I want to tell you that 
there are 21,875 fourth-class postmasters whose average salary is 
only $25 a year. That is an astounding statement, but it is true. 
Their is only $2.10 a month, or less than 7 cents a day. 
222 6A 

ey are vo s r offices open six days 
in 3 and to kopi set of books, and render reports at 
stated intervals. Itis a startling fact that the aggregate campen- 
sation of these over 21,000 tmasters is $60,000 less than the 
allowance made for rent, light, and fuel to the third-class post- 
offices of the United States, numbering 2,776. There are 15,650 
a whose average pay is only 875 a year. They area 

ittle better off, for they get $6.25 a month. 

Mr. COX. -Are those Presidential offices? 

Mr. OGDEN. No; theyarefourth-class postmasters. They get 
‘$6.25 per month, or 21 cents a day. There are 13,000 more who 
seers an average of $150 a year, or $12.50 a month, or 42 cents a 


y. ; 

Mr. TRACEY. Do you find any difficulty in finding candidates 
for those offices? F 

Mr. OGDEN. Yes: frequently for the smaller ones, and I will 
— Kre to every member of this House who represents a country 

ict that the trouble with reference to the smaller offices is to 
keep them from being discontinued. But there are often zealous 
men and women, too 

Mr. COX. Who want the office. 

Mr. OGDEN. They do not know what is in store for them until 
they get a fourth-class post-office whose salary is less than $50 a 
year, for then their troubles begin. 

Mr. MILLIKEN, Will my friend allow me to ask him a 
question? 
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Mr. OGDEN. Yes. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. My friend was in Congress at the incoming 
of the present Administration of his own party? 

Me, MILLIKEN. ‘Thon you es ped grea hter.] 

T; 9 en you esca t misery. ughter. 

Mr. OGDEN. I agree with you. I hope you EF ee an 
Gre y t one when your party comes in. (Laughter. 

; McCREARY of Kentucky. We shall escape it, and those 
on his side will encounter it. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. You will escape it because we will have it. 
But I was going to ask my friend if, for every post-office, no mat- 
ter how small it might be, in his country, there were not plenty 
of candidates? 

Mr. OGDEN. Only when it is a paying office. I believe the 
gentleman is from Maine? 

Mr. MILLIKEN. i 


x - Certainly. 

Mr. OGDEN. If he will hunt around in Maine, he will proba- 
bly find some trouble, especially if he has it to do under a Repub- 
lican Administration instead of a Democratic, and without proper 
compensation. 

Mr. . There are very few cases where men are not 
willing to serve their Government in the civil service for a con- 
sideration. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Not at ? cents a day. 

Mr. OGDEN. Maine patriots are not built that way. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. They are well built. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Louisiana 


has expired. 
Mr. OGDEN. Iaskleave to print the accompanying table with 
my remarks. 
ere was no objection, 
The table is as follows: 


Salaries of fourth-class postmasters averaging $300 or less. 


Say, 
Between 
say, 


Between §1.000 and $2,000 (third class) --.-----—--- 
Between $2,000 and $3,000 (second class = 
Between $3,000 and $6,000 (first class) 

At $8,000 (New Lor) 


+10, 


$16, 502, 305 
16, 561, 181 


31,184 


3 76,685 
Fourth-class postmasters (at average figures) .........|......-....- 415.700 


SOUR ac ls So Sos ht Gh eee 


* Actual. 
Average. 
Average of fourth class, and actual of first, second, and third classes. 


Mr. QUIGG. I will yield to my colleague from New York. 
How much time does the gentleman desire? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Twenty minutes. 

Mr. QUIGG. I yield twenty minutes to my colleague from 
New York. X 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, this bill came unexpectedly 
before the Honse in the morning hour. No notice was given to 
its ä It appeared so unexpectedly that the House was 
dependent upon the courtesy of the chairman of the committee 
for copies of the reports accompanying the bill. The measure 
comes before the House now as a special order. The men whose 
interests are affected by it have had a fortnight in which to put 
in à protest against it. They have not been idle. The House is 
bens inundated with protests. When my friend from California 
boldly asserted that the American Publish ers’ Association, repre- 
senting apparently all the daily papers published in the United 
States, favored this bill. I was somewhat astonished. If that 
were true, I felt as though it might be my duty to xo teok on wy 
convictions as heretofore expressed on the floor of House, 


1897. 
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vote for the bill. But, sir, it was not true. I have here a copy 
of the New York Tribune of December 30. I read this extract: 
The American Publishers’ Association, an organization useful to its own 
members, does not represent the Herald and the Tribune 
Mr. MAHANY. Butit does t all the rest, I believe? 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Yon are welcome to the Journal and other 


pa favoring your party. 
à MAHAN . I am glad we have them. 

Mr. CUMMINGS (continuing): 

Fae E oes e. eres in New York , and it only re 
sents at the utmost 161 out oi S total of more teas | pre s ia ait 
published throughout the iength and breadth of our country. 

Upon the indorsement of this publishers’ association you are to 
assume that the newspaper press of the United States is in favor 
of this bill. Gentlemen, o. per cent of the newspaper press of the 
United States is composed of ne pers publishing less than 1,000 
copies of each issue. You are feeding the killies to the sharks. 
These are the newspapers that you strike at, in the interest of the 
American Publishers’ Association. 

Mr. MAHANY. How do you know that? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I have a statement prepared by Mr. George 
P. Rowell showing it. I can prove it, if you desire. 

Mr. MAHANY. Can you give a list of them? 


ee ee, ox I can; every one of them. You will find 
em in Rowell’s Newspaper Directory. 

‘Now I read in the Tribune something further concerning the 
merits of this bill: 

The purpose of his measure— 

The Tribune honestly says— 


at eee eee Its actual object, therefore, is beyond criti- 


It asks— 
why tear down the whole building merely to get rid of one broken beam? 

And that is precisely what you propose todo. There is no sense 
whatever in some of the provisions of the bill. You charge a 
higher rate of postage upon alleged sample copies and compel pub- 
lishers to insert their supplemental sheet in the main sheet. Now. 
let us see how that work. The Daily News of New York 
every Sunday furnishes to its subscribers and buyers a supple- 
mental sheet, containing a complete novel, either from Dickens, 
Thackeray, Barrie, or one of the latest novels issued either in 
England or America. By the passage of this bill you rob the 
country boy of his privilege. He buys the Sunday News to obtain 
that novel. You rob him in the interest of the rich and against 
the interests of the poor. 

Mr. OGDEN. If my friend will allow me to interrupt him, let 
him pay for his privilege. 

Mr. CUM GS. He does pay for his privilege when he buys 
the newspaper. 

Mr. OGDEN. Not at all. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. That is the law, and you are changing it so 
as to take his privilege from him. 

Mr. >: you believe that the Post-Office Depart- 
ment ought to be a free circulating e 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I believe that the Post-Office Department 
ought to obey the law—that the head of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment ought not to do, as it has done, say to Congress, You defeat 
the proposed legislation if you please; I shall carry it out despite 
your action.” My friend here, Mr. MILLIKEN, asks me if the De- 
partment is originated for the purpose of making money ont of 
the people. That is a very proper question. e Department 
is the servant of the people. It must carry out the es of the 
people by obeying the law. 

Mr. 5 It a not originated for the purpose of making 
money, but it is expected to pay its own expenses, 
on MILLIKEN. Way do not the Navy Department and the 

ar Department pay their own expenses? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Another pat question. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, I have on on age a petition from over a thousand news 
dealers and booksellers in the city of New York against the pas- 
sage of this bill. They say: 

It is inimical to the interests of the news dealers and their thousands of em- 


loyees. It rights and privil and guaranteed by previous 
tion, ally by the postal acts of and 1885. 8 

the business of the trade. Its hypothesis that it will save money to the Post- 
etions on second-class mat- 


. is a fallacy, because by its restri 
ter it inevitably and greatly decrease the revenue on first and third and 
fourth matter. It is from all business and political standpoints reac- 
tionary, revolutionary, and repressive. For these reasons, w. a due con- 
sideration of the nature and inevitable results of this proposed measure will 
establish, we enter our earnest protest against the act. 


You injure and possibly destroy business founded upon the law 
as it is by passing this measure. 

I have here a communication from the editor of American 
Gardening, an agricultural newspaper. He says: 


The Loud bill, if enforced, will work great hardship to the publishers of 
legitimate periodicals, especially in that provision which allows only paid- 
oe ag subscriptions to be mailed at 1 cent a pound, inasmuch as it ex- 

udes— 

Copies sent to advertisers for the purpose of proving insertion of adver- 
tisements. 


Marked sent out drawing attention to certain passages. 
changes—copies sent to other publications in exchange, for review, etc. 

Parvin tens copies—copies sent out with a view to o new su 

ions. 


Trusting you will not vote for the Loud bill in its present form, believe us, 

Yours, 5 

A. T. DE LA MARE PTG. AND PUB. CO., LTD., 
Publishers American Gardening and The Florists’ Exchange. . 

Mr. LOUD. Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt him 
for a moment? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LOUD. That gentleman, in the communication you have 
just read, makes a point against this bill because it provides, he 
says, that subscribers must pay in advance. Does not the gentle- 
man from New York know that this bill does not change the 
present law in that t in the slightest particular? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Yes; but you avoid the point which he 
makes. You cut off all the country 3 exchanges. - 

Mr. QUIGG. ‘Yes; and the bill also provides that the Postmas- 
ter-General must be satisfied that the subscriptions are voluntary, 
so that if he does not like the color of a man’s beard all he has to 
do is to say that his subscriptions are not voluntary, and there- 
fore exclude him from the mails. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Now, Mr. Chairman, having heard from the 
agricultural press, let us hear from the religious press. The Inde- 

ent was edited for along time by Henry Ward Beecher. From 
its publisher I have this communication: 

The better class of n. in ’ 
ci ita treed Sk DOIE meting oe anata cook ABE LEATS canon 
and back numbers of genuine 

Added to this I have a strong petition against the bill from the 
Rey. John J. Wynne, S. J.; Rev. Denis T. O Sullivan, S. J.; Rev. 
James Conway, S. J.; Rev. Henry Van Renssalaer, S. J., publishers 
of Messenger of the Sacred Heart, imof Our Lady o 
The Decade Leaflets, Calendar of Monthly Intentions, The Mes- 
senger Supplement, and The League Director. 

I give an extract from the petition: 
= will throw out of Se aa bear hundreds of thousands of Froana mun 

women engaged in the „ making. electro „ an Allied 
trades, ee distress . z ty the extent of which on hardly be 


estimated. 
The advocates of the bill maintain that its purpose is to reduce the defi- 
ciency in the revenues. They claim that there is a heavy loss to the 
Government in the carriage of second-class matter. This claim is untenable, 
because whatever loss there may be upon the carriage of second-class matter 
is fully offset by the gain upon the carriage of the two profitable classes, the 
first and fourth, which are a direct outgrowth of the mailing of second-class 
matter. Every publisher receives large numbers of letters and mails large 
quantities of premiums” (fourth-class matter) to his subscribers and club 
raisers, and almost every advertisement is a bid for correspondence by mail 

mailin filling orders. Thereareother 


deficiency in the revenues, which would still be 
bill become s law. How, then, could the enactment of thì 
the deficiency? 
The real beneficiaries of the measure are the express companta By cut- 
to increase 


Lastly, 
ofticials the absolute right to determino what newspa and periodicals 
second-class Dall matter. Pi confers 


a newspaper in which every man in America who rides the wheel 
What does this publisher say? I read: 

Tnasmuch as we consider that the passage of the bill would be detrimental 

to our interests and to the interests of the bicycle sport and ind 

we Te’ t, we write to request you to vote against its passage. 

doubtless hear or take part in the debate over the bill when it is bron, 

and will hear all of the ments that can be made for or against it. 0 

will therefore not undertake in this letter to say all that can be said 

its passage, but will merely call attention to those features of it which are 

ly injurious to our interests. 


interests. would not only injure us, but w we believe, be an 
attack u the best interests of the entirecountry, the introduction 
of the bicycle into any section thereof and the mination of literature 


The bicycle sport (if indeed it can be termed a sport 
be a good deal 


81 at ae that) and os teal although it has . grown 
arge proportions and is suppor a recen 0 popula- 
tion, ines yet in its infancy. aia we think it sada io Marae place restric- 
tions its further development which have not been placed upon any 
ofthe f Seat brief f Ibjection to the bill from 

‘oregoi a of our objection our own 
par 5 „ that the bill should be 


on other broad grounds of publie policy which will doubtless appear in the 
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uest that you oppose the bill, as our 
under the SVOE the State of N ew. York, 
are 


Yours, truly, 
THE AMERICAN WHEELMAN PUB. CO., 
H. L. SALTONSTALL. 
Manager, 23 Park Row, New York. 
Now, I am a member of the American Wheelmen’s Association., 
I shall vote against this bill because I believe the writer of that 
communication knows what he is talking about. Parenthetically, 
-I may say that I shall vote for good roads in every State in 
Union, if the Federal Government has the power to give them. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, having heard from the wheelmen and from 
the religious element and from the farmers, we come to the insur- 
‘ance interests. I have hère a letter from the proprietor of th 
Insurance Critic, in which he says: š 
I take occasion to request that yo will interest yourself, if you have not 
already done so, sufficiently to enable you to oppose the of Mr. Loup's 
bill (HR 4566) which, to my mind, is a very unjust one, and if enacted will 
work a very great hardship upon a large and very useful industry affec 
many oben! conducting sinilar business to that which I am conducting. 
take occasion 8 to yas copy of the pn ena trust that your sense of 
r y 1 O com my requ ie 
1 is Y TOEO. W. CORLISS, Proprietor. 


Next I have a communication from the editor of a trade paper, 
a jewelers’ paper. This editor says: 

I wrote you in reference to the Loud bill (H. R. 4568), asking you touse por 
vote and infiuence against same, and enlarged to some extent upon what I 
then believed would be the evil arising, should such a bill be passed, in the 

way of restricting various industries upon which thousands of our le 

depend. and in cutting off the supply of valuable literature and information 

- which our ple now receive at a nominal expense. My opinion on the sub- 
ject has act changed and as I understand the bill is to ‘ore the House 

don the 5th and 6th of Januar , 1897, and that on the 6th of the said month be 

brought to a vote, I again take this opportunity to ask you to do all in your 
power to suppress it. ; 

I have also a letter from the McCall Company, publishers of the 

meen of Fashion. Through this communication the ladies speak. 


It says: 


Whil believe the Loud bill has some good features, it has too man: 
that mnie good, and, on the contrary, positively bad. On the whole, it 
not for the best interests of publishers. 
Next comes the theatrical profession. The editor of the Dra- 
: matic Mirror writes me as follows: 
lam certain that the provisions of the bill which prohibit the return of 
unsold papers at the pound rate, and the exclusion from the same rate of sam- 
le of regular publications, are a serious blow to legitimate newspaper 
usiness, which, if the bill is enacted, will suffer incalculable injury there- 


The publishers of this city are desirous that the disastrous import of the 
peopoesd legislation may be amlerstoos fully by our representatives. 


1 * 
Sincerely, yours, HARRISON GREY FISKE. 


Now, gentlemen, times are hard enough, despite the result of 
the recent election. But this bill pro to make them harder. 
On behalf of the 100,000 printers the United States, I protest 
against the passage of this bill. It contracts work and injures 
their interests. On behalf of the 100,000 men employed in the 

per manufacturing industries, I protest against its passage. 

t will lessen their output. On behalf of the thousands of press- 
men, bookbinders, stitchers, and others employed in similar 


branches of industry, I protest against the p eof this bill. It 
is really a tariff on literature. It is anexaction from the boy who 
iron 


is thirsting for knowledge. When a boy, I Behe up ol 
and brass to raise money to buy a copy of Bourrienne’s Napo- 
leon. Ihad to work for three weeks before I got 47 cents’ worth 
of the metals. The price of the book was 50 cents, and the book- 
seller (who, by the way, was a Methodist preacher) threw off the 
8cents. [Laughter.] He had more sympathy and humanity than 
is shown by the men who are advocating the passage of this bill. 
You can pick up Bourrienne’s Napoleon now for 10 cents. They 
would increase it to 50. 

Mr. CROWTHER. I will ask the gentleman from New York 
whether this proposed legislation is not an incubus upon intelli- 
gence? [Laughter.] 95 5 

8 MMINGS. Certainly it is. Iam glad to have such a 
res eT from a man who has stood at the case and set type. 
And I will allude to another printer to whom my friend and col- 
league Mr. Sous referred to-day, Col. Thomas L. James, former 
Postmaster-General. Those of you who listened to the remarks 
of that gentleman as read by my colleague will certainly benefit 
from them if your minds are in the right condition. Gen 

This is the third time this bill has 3 in the House since 
I have been a Representative. It has been defeated twice by an 
overwhelming vote. It seems now that somebody is on a Still 
hunt” and is endeavoring to triumph throngh such methods, But 
the people are awake. I warn every man here who represents an 
agricultural district, with voters from 40 to 100 miles from a rail- 
road, that his vote will be subjected to careful scrutiny. Itisa 
bill drawn in the interests of de luxe publishers. It is drawn in 

_ the interests of the express companies; and don't you forget it,” 
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[Laughter.] It isa bill not entitled to the support even of the 
economists of the House—and I am looking at one of the most 
celebrated of them as I talk [laughter]—a gentleman [Mr. CAN- 
NoN] who was implicated in the of the law as it now 
stands, who stood up for it and advocated it. He saw no “abuses” 
in it then, and he knew what it meant. The “abuses” have been 
found since then. Under cover of one or two abuses you are 7 5 
ing to upset a law which has reduced the price of literature in thi 
country, which has produced more books and created more circu- 
lating libraries than all other legislation since the foundation of 
the Government, 

Mr. Chairman, let the Democratic side of the House remember 
that free literature ought to be inseparable from free trade. No 
Democrat at least ought to vote to put a tariff upon the literature 
of his own country. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back any time I may have remaining to 
the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. OGDEN. I should like to ask the gentleman from Califor- 
nia—I mean New York—a question before he takes his seat. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I once lived in California, I will answer 
the gentleman's question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from New York 
has expired. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Then I will talk with my friend in the cloak- 
room or elsewhere hereafter. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I do not believe that anyone else 
is ready to go on with the discussion to-night. I move, therefore, 
that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thecommitteeaccordingly rose; andtheSpeaker 5 
the chair, Mr. PAYNE reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 
4566) toamend the postal laws relating to second-class mail matter, 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. LOUD. I move that the House adjourn. 

: LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
z Senning the motion to adjourn, leave of absence was granted as 
ollows: 

To Mr. PICKLER, for ten days, on accountof important business, 

To Mr. Hurr, for three days, on account of important business, 

To Mr. McRae, indefinitely, on account of sickness in his family. 

To Mr. GraFr, indefinitely, on account of sickness in his family. 
i Po Mr. Dockery, indefinitely, on account of sickness in his 

amily. 
To Vir. HANLY, indefinitely, on account of important business. 
SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following bills were taken from 
the Speaker's table and referred as follows: i 

A bill (S. 2355) to correct the military record of Peter Buck- 
ley—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A bill (S. 2268) for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Edwin De Leon, deceased, late consul-general of the United States 
in Beret re the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (S. 2184) granting a pension to William F. Johnson—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 3415) granting a pension to Ella D. Cross—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. 337) to refer the claim of the owners of the brig Tally- 
Ho to the Court of Claims; 

A bill (S. 1723) to approve and ratify the construction of a bridge 
over and across Caddo Lake, at Mooringsport, La., by the Kansas 
City, Shreveport and Gulf 3 

A bill (S. 1724) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and Gulf 
Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across the 
Black River in Louisiana; 

z bill (S. 2989) to increase the pension of Caroline S. Baker; 


JANUARY 5, 


an 
A bill (H. R. 4281) granting an increase of pension to George 
Johnson, of Lenox, Iowa. 
The motion of Mr. Loup, that the House adjourn, was then 
to; and accordingly (at 4 o'clock and 37 minutes p. m.) the 
ouse adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
panong were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as 
OHOWS: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Navy sub- 
mitting additional estimates for nayy-yards and stations—to the 
Committee on Nayal Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


1897. 
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A letter from the Secretary of War, inclosing a copy of a com- 


munication from the German ambassador relating to the claim of 
Christopher Schmidt for damages for injuries sustained through 
carelessness of United States soldiers at rifle practice—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a communication from the Secretary of the Navy submitting esti- 
mates for the construction of a covered steel lighter for use at the 
Brooklyn Navy-Yard—to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. f 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination of Black River, 
New York—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered 
to be printed. a 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a communica- 
tion from the Inspector-General of the Army, with accompanying 
reports of inspection of disbursements by officers of the Army 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1896—to the Committee on 
Expenditures in the War Department. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, n copy 
of the report of the elerk in charge of the documents of the Interior 
Department to the Committee on Printing. 

letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of 
William Strawhorn against The United States—to the Committee 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a communication from the Secretary of the Interior submittin 
an estimate of an a propra on for an industrial boarding schoo. 
at White Earth Ta servation, Minn.—to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Charlevoix Harbor, Michigan—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and-survey of 
Alviso Creek, California—to the Committee on Rivers and Har- 
bors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
channel in New Bedford Harbor, Massachusetts—to the Com- 
mittee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 


the Mississippi River from St. Paul to the mouth of the Missouri 
5 the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to 
be i 


letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
East Chester Creek, New York—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Postmaster-General, transmitting the annual 
report of the expenditures of the contingent fund, report of the 
finances, of contracts other than those for carrying mails, and of 
postal business and agencies in foreign countries—to the Commit- 
tee on Expenditures in the Post-Office Department. 

A letter from the Secretary of Agriculture, transmitting a report 
of the operations of the Bureau of Animal Industry, together with 
a statement of disbursements from appropriations for salaries and 
expenses for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1896—to the Committee 
on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, complying with the 
provisions of the naval appropriation bill 1 June 10, 1896, 
in regard to the cost of armor plate and the price for the same 
which should be equitably paid—to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9644) to abolish 
the office of Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the office of 
Assistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and to create in lieu 
thereof a board of Indian commissioners, reported the same with- 
out amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2388); which said 
bill and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CONNOLLY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9671) to detach 
the county of Marion from the northern division of the northern 


district of Alabama and attach the same to the southern division 
XXIX——31 


of said district, reported the same without amendment, accompa- 
nied by a report (No. 2384); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
aly, a from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. SHAFROTH, from the Committee on the Public Lands: 
The bill (S. 1597) entitled An act for the relief of William H. 
Tibbits.” (Report No. 2372.) 

By Mr. ANDREWS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The 8 R. 9013) granting an increase of pension to John F. 
Crawford. (Report No. 2373.) 

By Mr. KIRKPATRICK, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: The bill (H. R. 9785) granting a pension to Rebecca A. Kirk- 
patrick. (Report No. a 

By Mr. LAYTON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

The bill (H. R. 7147) to grant an increase of pension to Adrian 
Combe. (Report No. 2375.) 

The (H. R. 9060) granting a pension to Mary A. Kibele. 

Report No. 2376.) 

By Mr. McCLELLAN, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: The bill (H. R. 9070) granting a pension to Florence N. 
Waldron, helpless daughter of Capt. Samuel F. Waldron, Com- 
pany I, Thirty-third Regiment New Jersey Infantry Volunteers, 
(Report No. 2377.) 

By Mr. POOLE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
va E 5 6756) granting a pension to Auguste Whitmer. (Report 

O. 2378. 

By Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

The bill (H. R. 7898) granting a pension to Jane Innels. (Re- 
port No. 2379.) 
wee cot H. R. 8704) granting a pension toJohn Keen. (Report 


o. 2380.) 
The bill (S. 2126) entitled An act granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Mrs. Laura A. Nelson.” (Report No. 2387. 

$ OD; 75 75 the Committee a ARTEN enion 

16 bi . ) granting a pension to . Higgins, 

Tow. o: Goi. Jacob aani, te of Johnstown, Pa. (Report 

o. 2381.) 

The bil (H. R. 5669) to increase the pension of Salem Rice, 
(Report No. 2382. 

By Mr, PICKLER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

The bill (H. R. 9723) granting an increase of pension to Hiram 
T. Abbott. (Report No. 2385.) 

The bill (H. R. 9721) granting a pension to Eber Robbins, 
(Report No. 2388. 

By Mr. SULLOWAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: The bill (H. R. 3745) granting a pension to Benjamin L, 
Nolan. (Report No. 2386.) 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Military Affairs 
was discharged from the consideration of the memorial of the 
Board of Trade of the city of Brunswick, Ga., praying for the 
proper fortification of the harbor of Brunswick; and the same Was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 8 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials. 
ee following titles were introduced and severally referred as 

‘ollows: 

By Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 9817) extending the jurisdiction 
of the United States circuit courts in cases involving patent 
rights—to the Committee on Patents. 

y Mr. HOWELL: A bill (H. R. 9818) to remit the time penal- 


ties on the light-house tender Rose—to the Committee on Inter- 
state and ape Commerce. 
By Mr. BROSIUS: A bill (H. R. 9819) for the retirement of 


Government employees in the classified civil service—to the Com- 
mittee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: A bill aa R. 9820) for the regulation of 
insurance in the District of Columbia, and for other purposes— 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9821) authorizing the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia to charge a fee for the issuance of transcripts, 
from the records of the health department—to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. MCCLELLAN: A bill (H. R. 9822) for the recognition, 
of officers of the Army to whom the Congressional medal of honor 
has been awarded—to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

By Mr. HILL: A bill Hat Pie to increase the circulation of 
national banks—to the ittee on Banking and Currency. 


482 


By Mr. MEREDITH: A bill (H. R. 9824) for retiring G seas 
re ents of national cemeteries—to the Committee on itary 
‘airs. 

By Mr. MINOR of Wisconsin: A bill (H. R. 9825) to correct a 
clerical error found to exist in an act entitled ‘‘An act maig 
appropriations for the construction, repair, and preservation o 
certain public works on rivers and harbors, and for other pur- 

wc passed June 3, 1896—to the Committee on Rivers and 
rs. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: A bill (H. R. 9826) to open a street through 
block 205, from Fourteenth street to Fifteenth street northwest, 
concurrent with the streetsin the adjacent blocks called Wallach 
eee ae street, etc.—to the Committee on the District of 

um 

By Mr. MAGUIRE: A bill (H. R. 9840) relating to the juris- 
diction of the court of ap of the District of Columbia—to the 
Committee on Pacific 7 

By Mr. SNOVER: A joint resolution (H. Res. 226) granting a 
life-saving medal to Daniel E. Lynn, of Port Huron, Mich.—to the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. SULZER: A joint resolution (H. Res. 227) in regard to 
the independence of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: A joint resolution (H. Res. 228) providing 
for additional telegraphic and electric-light facilities in the city 
of Washington, D. C., during the inaugural ceremonies on the 
4th day of March, 1897—to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A concurrent resolution (House Con. Res. 
No. 61) for the printing of 7,000 additional copies of the Messages 
and Papers of the Presidents—to the Committee on . 

By Mr. BENNETT: A resolution (House Res. No. 468) relative 
to the consideration of House bill No. 9252 on Thursday, January 
14, 1897—to the Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. MEREDITH: A resolution (House Res. No. 467) to 
investigate and discover what sums of money have been con- 
tributed by national banks for campaign purposes—to the Com- 
mittee on Bankin, gan Currency. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A memorial of the legislature of the State 
of Alabama, asking Congress to act favorably on the bill (H. R. 
8925) donating land to the Alabama State Normal College, at 
- Florence, Ala.—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ANDREWS: A bill (H. R. 9827) to increase the pension 
of Alexander G. Willis—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. APSLEY: A bill (H. R. 9828) granting a pension to 
Mary A. Caulfield—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BROWN: A bill (H. R. 9829) for the relief of William 
R. Bogers, of James County, Tenn.—to the Committee on Mili- 

airs. 

By Mr. COOK of Wisconsin: A bill (H. R. 9830) to grant an 
honorable discharge to Joseph Scharbonaugh—to Committee 
on Mili’ Affairs. 

Mr. TUCKER: A bill (H. R. 9881) for the relief of Charles 
B. Rouss, of the State and city of New York—to the Committee 
on Claims. 

By Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 9882) ting an increase of pen- 
sion to Thomas Allison—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9833) to increase the pension of Cyrus B. 
Bo —to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Iso, a bill (H. R. 9834) granting an increase of pension to 
Martha A. L. Chamberlain—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LAYTON: A bill (H. R. 9835) for the relief of James 
ae g ee e Ae an nero ct 

T. $ ill (H. R. ) ng an increase o - 
Minis Harriet Hutter—to the Comuniites on Pensions. 1255 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9837) to remove the charge of desertion from 
John D. M. Perron—to the Committee on . Affairs. 

By Mr. SIMPKINS (by request): A bill (H. R. 9838) for the 
relief of Johanna C. Haft, widow of John Haft, private Company 
C, Forty-first Massachusetts Infantry—to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

By Mr. TAYLER: A bill (H. R. 9839) 


anting a pension to 
Abram Cooper—to the Committee on Inv 


d Pensions. 


PETITIONS, ETG. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following pees and papers 

were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 
By Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois: Protest of Charles Macdonald 
and 54 others, merchants and dealers of Chicago, IN., against the 
of the Lond bill (H. R. 4566)—to the Committee on the 


‘ost ce and Post-Roads. 
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By Mr. BOATNER: Petition of G. B. Lutrick and others, of the 
State of Louisiana, for the recognition of the Deity in the Consti- 
tution of the United States—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. BROWN: Petition of S. J. Gillespie, auditor of the city 
of ttan , Tenn., for dredging the Tennessee River in front 
of the city wharf and Water street—to the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors. : 

By Mr. BROMWELL: Memorialof certain citizens of Hamilton 
County, Ohio, concerning Armenian atrocities—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, memorial of the Manufacturers’ Club of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
in favor of Senate bill No. 2447, for a Rc paleo of commerce 
and manufactures—to the Committee on Manufactures, 

By Mr. COOK of Wisconsin: Petition of the Federated Trades 
Council of the oe Milwaukee, Wis., expressing their sympathy 
for and urging the recognition of the Cubans as belligerents in 
their struggle for independence—to the Committee on Foreign 


Also, petition of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis., 
expressing sympathy for the Cubans; but, believing that the busi- 
ness interests of country require peace and not war, they 
deprecate the action of the Senate“ Committee on Foreign Affairs 
in regard to Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, petition of Joseph Scarbonangh, in support of bill for the 
removal of charges of 3 and to grant an honorable 
discharge to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of publishers of the Times, Brandon, Wis.; also 
petition of publisher of the Journal, Berlin, Wis.; also petition of 
publishers of the Argus, Wautoma, Wis., protesting inst the 
passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail 
matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. COOPER of Florida: Petition of United Confederate 
Veterans of Florida, in favor of Cuban independence—to the Com- 
mittee on 5 Affairs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of New York: Petition of 825 citizens of the 
State of New York, favoring the passage of the resolution offered 
by Senator CAMERON in relation to Cuban independence—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Scotch Presbyterian church of Wad- 
dington, N. V., regarding the protection of American citizens and 
their property in Turkey, and the Armenian atrocities—to the 
Committee on te i ‘airs. 

By Mr. HEND N: Petitions of William Woeste and 64 
others and Rev. B. D. Alden and 38 others, all residents of Coles- 
burg, lowa, favoring the passage of the Vilas bill, forbi inter- 
state transmission of obscene matter by express or otherwise—to 
the Committee on Interstate and Forei 9 

41 other citizens of Coles- 


Also, petition of Rev. B. D. Alden an 
burg, lowa, praying that newspapers giving details of suicide be 
excluded from the mails, unless authorized by the police for iden- 
tification—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of Rev. B. D. Alden and 43 other citizens of Coles- 
burg, Iowa, praying that the sale of liquors be prohibited in build- 
ings owned or controlled by the Government—to the Committee 
on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

Also, petition of Ed. Madigan, of Clarksville, Iowa; also of 
Charles A. Joseph, of Farley, Iowa; also of H. B. White, of Water- 
loo, lowa; also of L. & N. Gonner, of Dubuque, Iowa; also of 
C. D. Baldwin, of Cascade, Iowa; also of J. B. Swinburne, of Earl- 


sie 1 also of the publisher K the oreraa ag N 
aterloo, Iowa, protesting against the passage of Honse 0. 
4566, relating to second-class mail e ee the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HITT: Petition of R. R. Fisher, of Fr rt, III.; also 
petition of W. L. Puterbaugh, of Mount Carroll, II., against the 


of House bill No, 4566, relating to second-class matter— 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. LACEY: Petition of J. F. Edgerton and others, of Nas- 
sau, Iowa, favoring the passage of the Dingley bill—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of citizens of Fonda, Iowa, protesting against the 
atrocities upon the Armenians in Turkey—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Also, petition and papers in behalf of Thomas Allison, to accom- 
pany House bill ting an increase of his pension to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill granting an increase of 
pension to Martha A. L. Chamberlain—to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

Also, papers to accompany House bill granting an increase of 
pension to C. B. Boydston—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LAYTON: Resolutions of Robert Hamilton Post, No. 


262, Grand Army of the Republic, of Bluffton, Ohio; also of 
Daniel Harpster and 10 other ex-Union soldiers, of West Cairo, 
Ohio; also of George W. Blackburn and 15 other ex-Union sol- 
diers, of Cridersville, Ohio, urging the 

bill (H. R. 9209)—to the Committee on Iny 


of service-pension 
d Pensions. 
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Also, papers in sup of House bill for the relief of James 
Kelly, of oompany , One hundred and eighteenth Regiment 
Ohio Volunteer I 5 the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. LEIGHTY: Memorial of Joseph Wingard, of Mount 
Hope, Ind., relating to homestead laws—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LEONARD: Petition of W. L. Shearer, of Wellsboro, 
Pa.; D. W. Butterworth, of Coudersport, Pa., and C. S. Whitman, 
of Loganton, Pa., against the passage of House bill No. 4566, 
relating to second-class mail matter; to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads, 7 

By Mr. LITTLE: Petition of the Arkansas River Improvement 
Convention, held at Fort Smith, Ark., for the improvement of 
Sabine Pass to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, resolution of the Commercial League of Fort Smith, Ark., 
protesting against recognizing the independence of Cubaor action 
which will result in war with Spain—to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Also, petition of citizens of Little Rock, Ark., for the mainte- 
ae of the Hot Springs Hospital—to the Committee on Military 

airs. 

Also, pen of citizens of Little Rock, Ark., asking that the 
Indian Territory be opened for settlement—to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. . - 

By Mr. McCLEARY of Minnesota: Resolutions of the Maple- 
ton (Minn.) Literary Society, favoring the recognition of Cuban 
independence—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MERCER: Petition of citizens of Omaha, Nebr.; also 
petition of Delnicke Listy Publishing Uon eg of Omaha, Nebr., 
protesting against the passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to 
second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the. Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 

Also, resolutions of Master Car Builders’ Association, protest- 
ing against the adoption of the metric system—to the Committee 
on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. MILLER of West Virginia: Petition of the publisher of 
the Mountaineer, of Jackson, W. Va.; also of publisher of the 
Monroe County Watchman, of Union, W. Va.; also of publisher 
of Odd Fellow’s Advocate, of Huntington, W. Va., protesting 
against the passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class 
mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. ODELL: Resolutions adopted by the Central Labor 
Union of Newburg, N. Y., protesting against the proposed change 
of law affecting postage on newspapers—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. OTEY: Petition of C. B. Cannaday, of Roanoke, Va., 
protesting against the passage of House bill No, 4566, relating to 
second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of Di , Weinman & Co., relating to barytes— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. POOLE: Memorial of the board of supervisors of Onon- 
daga Somiy; State of New York, relative to the recognition of 
the independence of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. PRINCE: Resolutions of the Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly of Galesburg, III., favoring the recognition and independence 
of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. RAY: Petition of citizens of Delaware County, N. V., for 
the ge ofa tariff bill—tothe Committee on Ways and Means. 

Abe, pation of citizens of Brooklyn, N. Y., favoring the pas- 
on = the Torrey bankruptcy bill—to the Committee on the 

udiciary. 

Also, petitions of the n of the Independent and the 
Echo, of Lestershire, N. V.; the Standard, of Windsor, N. V.; the 
Telegraph and the Sun, of Norwich, N. X.; the New Christianity, 
of Ithaca, N. L.; the Gazette, of New Berlin, N. X.; the News, 
of Downsville, N. V.; the Advocate, of Sydney, N. V., and the 
Times and Sun, of Owego, N. Y., protesting against the passage 
of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail matter—to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. REED: Petition of Samuel Harris and 99 others of the 
District of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, and Maryland; also 

tition of Fred Green and 115 others of Mississippi; also peti- 

on of George A. Reed and 72 others of South Carolina, in behalf 
of depositors who lost by the failure of the Freedman’s Savings 
Bank and Trust Company—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. SAYERS: Resolutions of the Master Car Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, opposing the metric system—to the Committee on Coin- 
age, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. STRODE of Nebraska (by request): Resolutions of Lin- 
coln Federal Union, No. 6332, of Lincoln, Nebr., favoring the adop- 
tion of a constitutional amendment establishing a referendum—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WHEELER: Petition of W. M. Bunting, of Florence, 
Ala., protesting against the passage of House bill No. 4566, relat- 
oaa second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post- 

ce and Post-Roads. . 


By Mr. WILSON of Ohio: Petition of the board of education 
of Springfield, Ohio, favoring the independence of Cuba—to the 


Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, petition of Crowell & Kirkpatrick, publishers, of Spri 
field, Ohio; also petition of Ernest Beach, publisher, of Plain 
City, Ohio, e the passage of House bill No. 4566, 
relating to second - mail matter to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WOOD: Petition of Samuel W. Rhode and 39 other 


ex-soldiers of Brownstown, III., praying for a special ion to 
William Raeter, of Company F, Seventh Illinois peed ace the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

SENATE. 


WEDNESDAY, January 6, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MiLnURN, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 
COST OF ARMOR PLATE, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, in compliance 
with a provision in the naval appropriation act of June 1 , 1896, 
a report of the actual cost of armor plate and the price for the 
same; which, with the accompanyin opore was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

INTRODUCTION OF REINDEER INTO ALASKA. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, 5 inr nse 
to a resolution of the 17th ultimo, the report of Dr. heldon Jack- 
son upon the introduction of domestic reindeer into the District 
of Alaska for 1896; which, with the accompanying report, was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of the National 
Live Stock Exchange, of Chicago, Ill., praying for the enactment 
of legislation affording more adequate protection to yeh ja 
loaning money to mortgagors who are nonresidents of the i 
Territory; which wasreferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Dallas, Tex., 
praying for the enactment of legislation authorizing the Presi- 

ent of the United States to take possession of the Island of Cuba 
with the military and naval forces of the United States, etc.; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the American Trade Press Asso- 
ciation of New York City, praying for the e of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also ted the memorial of H. W. Talmage, publisher of 
the Light House, of McKeesport, Pa., remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Manufacturers’ Club 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the establishment of a department 
of commerce and manufactures; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. z 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of St. Clairsville, 
Ohio, 705 bay bie the enactment of legislation prohibiting thesale 
of liquor in the Capitol building; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by Eugene Reynolds Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Bellefontaine, Ohio, expressing 
sympathy for the Cubans in their struggle for freedom; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. ; 

He also 558 pa a oe of the American Trade Press Asso- 
ciation of New York City, praying for the passage of the so-called 
Lond bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented memorials of Keepers & Greenbank, publish- 
ers of the Monroe Gazette, of W. eld; of W. R. Allison, pub- 
lisher of the Ohio Press, of Steubenville; of W. S. Richard, pub- 
lisher of the Derrick, of Bloomdale, and of C. F. Alexander, 
ee of the Bainbri Obseryer, of Bainbridge, all in the 

tate of Ohio, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Lond bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SEWELL presented the petition of Charles Rhoads, of the 
American Literary Union of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the 
enactment of legislation to amend the postal laws relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter, and also to prohibit the transportation of 
obscene matter through the mails; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorials of W. H. Chew, publisher of 
the National Standard, of Salem; of R. J. Decker, of Popoken: of 
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the American Sabbath Tract Society, of Plainfield; of George D. 
Roe, publisher of Times and Journal, of Lakewood; of John D. 
Stanton, publisher of the Milk Reporter, of Deckertown; of Alex- 


ander Schlesinger, publisher of New Jersey Staats Zeitung, Jersey 
City; of the National Railway Publishing Company, publishers 
of the Official Railway Guide. of South Orange; of Hugh Collins, 
ublisher of the Pleasantville Press, of Pleasantville; of Benjamin 
H. Crosby, publisher of Tuckerton Beacon, of Tuckerton; of J. 
J. O'Sullivan, publisher of the Pilot, of Butler; of C. E. Pearsall, 
manager of Union County Standard, of Westfield; of Thomas R. 
Hoagland, publisher of Young Men’s Christian Association Points, 
of Paterson; of William Stout, publisher of Church and Home, of 
Rockaway; of M. A. Bugle, publisher of Ocean Grove Times and 
Record, of Ocean Grove, and of W. R. Camp, publisher of the 
Parlor and Lodge and the New Jersey Sentinel, all in the State of 
New Jersey, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Lond bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorials of J. E. M. Kroupa, man- 
ager of the Delnicke Listy Bohemian Weekly, of Omaha; of C. S. 
Eonns, publisher of Tribune, of Meadow Grove; of William Breed 
& Son, publishers of Nebraska Volksfreund; of C. C. McHugh, 
publisher of the ONeill Sun, of O'Neill; of C. R. Schaffer, publisher 
of the Platte River Zeitung, of Fremont; of George F. Goodall, 

ublisher of the Beemer Times, of Beemer; of Moses H. Syden- 
— publisher of the Central Star of Empire, of Kearney; of A. J. 
Watrons, 8 of the Coleridge Blade, of Coleridge; of A. L. 
Riggs, publisher of the Iapi Oaye and of the Word Carrier, of 
Santee Agency; of Sinclair & Clements, publishers of the Ban- 
croft Blade, of Bancroft; of F. H. Nagel, publisher of the Freie 
Presse, of Lincoln; of Sarah B. Harris, publisher of the Lincoln 
Courier, of Lincoln; of George W. Quimby, publisher of the Re- 
corder, of Verdigre; of F. A. Gabur, poner of the Brock Cham- 

ion, of Brock; of the Western Cyclist Publishing Company, by 

. B. Henderson, president, publisher of the Western Cyclist, of 
Omaha, and of sundry newsdealers and booksellers of Omaha, all 
of the State of Nebraska, remonstrating against the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a mémorial of the Master Car Builders’ Asso- 
ciation of the United States, remonstrating against the adoption 
of the metric system of weights and measurements; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the members cf the People’s Party 
of Kaufman, Tex., praying Congress to recognize the independence 
of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of Lincoln Federal Labor Union, 
No. 6332, 3 Federation of Labor, of Lincoln, Nebr., pray- 
ing for the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States providing a system or method of legislation through 
the initiative or referendum; which was referred to the Committee 
on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Nebraska, 
praying for the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States recognizing the Deity; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Endeavor of Hay Springs, Nebr., praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation prohibiting the sale of liquor in the District of 
Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. : 

He also 5 a petition of the Nebraska National Guard, 

raying that an appropriation be made to properly equip the 
Coops of the National Guard of that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

He also presented sundry papers to accompany the bill (S. 2070) 
to remove the charge of desertion from the name of Miles F. Dur- 
kee; which were referred to the Committee on Mili Affairs. 

He also presented an affidavit to accompany the bill (S. 3189) to 
remove the charge of desertion from the name of Emanuel Schamp; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PEFFER presented a petition of the Ministers’ Union of 
Kansas City, Mo., and of Kansas City, Kans., praying Congress 
to recognize the independence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, 

He also presented a petition of the American Trade Press Asso- 
ciation of New York City, praying for the passage of the so-called 
Lond bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorials of D. E. Sanders, publisher of 
the Normal Journal, of Fort Scott; of C. H. Mitchell, publisher 
of the Sun, of Summerfield; of C. G. Pierce, publisher of 3 
of Severy; of O. O. Outcalf, publisher of the Courier, of Burlington, 
and of James M. Jones, Be lisher of the News, of Seneca, all in 
the State of Kansas, and the memorial of G. A. Griffe, publisher 
of the News, of Pond Creek, Oklahoma Terri 


, remonstratin 
against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 


ting to second- 


class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PASCO presented memorials of Rev. Josephus Anderson, 
D. D., editor of the Florida Christian Advocate; of John M. Jolly, 
editor of the Halifax Journal; of J. T. Bail, publisher of the Key 
West Advertiser; and of M. D. Cushing, publisher of the Southern 
Pythian, all in the State of Florida, remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. MORRILL presented a portio of the Society of Colonial 
Dames of America, praying that a charter be granted for the 
National Society of Colonial Dames of America, under Senate bill 
No. 3087; which was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. GORDON presented a petition of Division 123, Order of Rail- 
road Conductors. of Atlanta, Ga., and a petition of Division 114, 
Order of Railroad Telegraphers, of Atlanta, Ga., praying for the 
enactment of legislation to provide for arbitration between cor- 
porations and their employees, and also to more fully regulate 
contempt 1 in Federal courts; which were referred to 
the Committee on the qudiciary. 

He also presented the memorials of George W. Markens, pub- 
lisher of the Jewish Tribune, of Atlanta; of W. R. Holmes & 
Mason, publishers of the Southern Dental Journal, of Macon; of 
W. F. Carter, publisher of the Guidon, of Meldrim; of E. Z. Byrd, 

ublisher of the Blackshear Times, of Blackshear; of the J. A. 
Showalter Company, publishers of the Musical. of Dalton; of Ken- 
lock Nelson, publisher of the Church in Georgia, of Atlanta; of 
Charles D. Barker, publisher of the Southern Agent and Southern 
Star, of Atlanta; of D. G. Bickers, editor of the Georgia Cracker, 
of Gainesville; of Frank J. Cohen, editor of the Jewish ee 
of Atlanta; and of Mayers & Allen, publishers of the Observer. o 
Moultrie, all in the State of Georgia, remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Lond bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorials of Benjamin E. Darley, 
publisher of the People’s Press, of Owatonna; of James M. Melady, 
publisher of the Northwestern Chronicle, of St. Paul; and of Theo, 
A. Lienan, of the Volkszeitung. of St. Paul, all in the State of 
Minnesota, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 

Mr. GEAR presented memorials of S. W. Young, publisher of 
the Herald, of Henderson; of James A. Throop, publisher of the 
Free Press, Mount Pleasant; of Snyder & Hard, publishers of 
Cedar Falls Gazette, Cedar Falls; of J. W. Kime, publisher of 
Iowa Medical Journal, Des Moines; of J. A. Digerness, publisher 
of the Chronicle, Ellsworth; of C. A. Warwick, manager of the 
Constitution-Demccrat, Keokuk; of the Journal Printing Com- 
pany, of Muscatine; of W. R. Mead, editor and publisher of Iowa 

lain Dealer, Cresco; of Chas. L. Brown & Co., publishers of 
Chariton Herald, Chariton; of John J. Clark, publisher of Daily 
and Weekly Times-Republican, Bedford; of Messrs. Dyke & Olds, 
8 of Charles City Intelligence, of Charles City; of B. F. 

right, publisher of the Floyd Commercial Advocate. of Charles 
City; of Georga E. Taylor, publisher of the Negro Solicitor, of 
Askalvosa; of Ed. Madigan, publisher of the Star, of Clarksville; 
of Messrs. Dorcas Bros., publishers of the Mechanicsville Press, of 
Mechanicsville; of C. D. Baldwin, publisher of the Cascade Pioneer, 
of Cascade; of B. P. Holst, publisher of the Boone County Teacher, 
of Boomhow; of Messrs. Thompson & Strong, publishers of the 
Semi-Weekly Madisonian, Winterset; of John J. Thornton, pub- 
lisher of the Sentinel, of Farragut; of Derncombe Bros., pub- 
lishers of Fort Dodge Chronicle, Fort Dodge: of J. B. Swinburne, 
publisher of the Earlville Phoenix, of Earlville; of John R. Hart, 
e of Wayland News, of Wayland; of S. M. & F. E. Stouf- 
er, publishers of the Sac Sun, of Sac City, and of E. M. Jenison, 
publisher of the Republican, of Ottumwa, all in the State of Iowa, 
remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relat- 
ing to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present a petition from Kaw Valley Divi- 
sion, No. 55, Order of Railway Conductors, of Kansas City, Mo., 
praying for the panaga of what is known as the Phillips arbitra- 
tion bill. As the bill has been reported, I move that the petition 
lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the memorial of S. H. Burt, pub- 
lisher of the American Yeoman, of St. Louis, Mo.. remonstratin 

ainst the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
pk mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Alonzo Mather, of Chicago, III., 
praying for the enactment of a uniform and fixed law governing 
the arrangement of the stars in the field of the national flag; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7240) granting a pen- 
sion to John W. Bruner, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 8494) granting a pension to Frances M. Roberts, re- 
ported it with amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
pill (H. R. 1508) granting a pension to Anna M. Newton, widow 
of Gen. John Newton, reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 

Mr. R, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 8075) for the relief of John A. Lynch, 
asked to be di ed from its further consideration and that it 
be referred to the Committee on Military ; which was 
agreed to. 


INVESTIGATION OF SOLDIERS’ HOME AT LEAVENWORTH, KANS. 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was 
referred the following concurrent resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, it without amendment; andit was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That the 


ttee to investigate the Soldiers’ Home at Leavenworth, 


the testimony taken 


and hereby. authorized to procure the prin of 
—.— 3 Y% in said investigation as 


k r with such exhibits 
said committee shall necessary. 


SUSAN WALLER. 


Mr. CULLOM, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
whom was referred the following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
VoorHres December 19, 1895, reported adversely thereon; and it 
was postponed indefinitely: 

Resolved, That the Secre 


tave, the sum of $1,500 for her necessary 
di investigation into the Sannir ana jus- 


French army in 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill (S. 3485) relating to the adul- 
teration of foods and drugs in the District of Columbia; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. COCKRELL introduced a bill (S. 3486) for the relief of 
W. H. Wade, late captain and acting regimental quartermaster 
Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to the 
laying of electric subways in the District of Columbia; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I hope an order will be made to print the 
joint resolution immediately, so that it can get early to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia in time foractionin the morning. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will beso ordered. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. WALTHALL submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the legisiative, executive, and judicial appropria- 
tion bill; which was referred to the Committee on Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHANDLER submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the District of Columbia appropriation bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. LODGE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the Indian appropriation bill: which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAWLEY submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the Army appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS IN THE DISTRICT, 
Mr. COCKRELL. Lask for the adoption of the following order: 


Ordered, That 2.000 copies of Senate Document No. 31, Fifty-fourth Con- 
ress, second session, be printed for the use of the Senate, and placed in the 
te document room. : 

The document is a memorial of the joint committee of the med- 
ical and other scientific societies and educational institutions of 
the District of Columbia, and the cost of the printing will be 
$56. I have had the cost estimated. The Senate 5 the right to 


order printing up to $500 without a reference to the Committee on 


ting. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SEWELL in the Din Is 
there objection to the adoption of the order? The Chair hears 
none, and the order is agreed to. 


ACCOUNT OF PACIFIC RAILROADS, 


Mr. PETTIGREW submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secre! of the Interior be directed to send to the 
Senate a copy of the account of the amount due the sinking fund of the Cen- 
tral and Union Pacific railroads on account of subsidies paid the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company by said roads and deducted from the gross of 
said roads and to operating expenses, which account was 
to the Treasury Department by the 5 the Interior on the 5th day 
of March, 1886, * —.— with a copy of the letter of the Secretary of the 
Interior transmitting said account. 


RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS, ETC. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and he is hereby, directed to 
send to the Senate a statement concerning the action of the President or the 
1 of State touching the 1 of any fo people or power 
as an in spent government, as shown by papers and correspondence on 
file in the Department, and the connection with the same by any action or 
course of proceedings of any other branch of the Government. 


GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE EMPLOYEES. 
Mr. LODGE submitted the following ary ea: which was 


considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
Resolved, That the Public Printer be, and he is hereby, directed to send te 
the Senate the information called for in the resolution of June 10, 1895. 
PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had 
on this day approved and signed the act (S. 2306) to amend Title 
LX, chapter 3, of the Revised Statutes, relating to copyrights. 


THE LAS ANIMAS GRANT. 


Mr. WHITE. The bill Ale 2007) to authorize the United States 
Court of Private Land Claims to hear, , and determine the 
issues as to the extent and boundaries of the Las Animas grant, 
was introduced by me some time and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. Since that e I have learned that it was 
improperly referred and should have gone to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. I havespoken to the senior member of the 
Committee on Public Lands with reference to it, and I believe 
there is no objection to its recall from that committee. I ask 
that the committee be discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill and that it be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, the 
change of reference indicated by the the Senator from California 
will be made, 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the 
House had signed the following enrolled bills; and they were 
thereupon signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 337) to refer the claim of the owners of the brig 
Tally-Ho to the Court of Claims; 

A bill (S. 1723) to 1 8 and ratify the construction of a 
bridge over and across Caddo Lake, at Mooringsport, La., by the 
Kansas City, Shreveport and Gulf Railway Company; 

A bill (S. 1724) authorizing the Kansas City, 
Gulf Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across 
the Black River in Louisiana. 

A bill (S. 2989) to increase the pension of Caroline S. Baker; and 

A bill (H. R. 4281) granting an increase of pension to George 
Johnson, of Lenox, Iowa. 


IMPRISONMENT OF JULIO SANGUILLY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
resolution of the Senator from Florida [Mr. CALL] coming over 
from a previous day. The resolution will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
CALL, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
requested to send to the Senate, either in open or secret session, as he may 
prefer, if, in his opinion, not incompatible with the pubiic interest, all the 
correspondence and reports of the consul-general of the United States at 
Habana relating to the arrest, imprisonment, trial, and condemnation to per- 
pan imprisonment in chains of Julio Sanguilly, a citizen of the United 

tates, by the authorities of Spain in Cuba. 


atkins and 


Mr. CALL. Mr. President, there is another resolution upon 
the subject which was introduced yesterday. I desire them both 
to be considered by the Senate at the same time. 

The VICE-P. IDENT. The joint resolution will be read. 
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The Secretary read the joint resolution introduced yesterday by 
Mr. CALL. as follows: 


A joint resolution (S. R. 186) instructing the President to demand the 
release of Julio Sanguilly. 


Whereas Julio San; v. an American citizen, arrested in his home in Ha- 
bana the day before the outbreak of the present insurrection, has been con- 
fined in his cell in the Cabanas prison for the past twenty-three months; and 

A Serna yn the lawyer who defended him in his first trial has also been im- 

said prison: 

Whereas his princi witness, Lopez Coloma, was shot in said prison by 
order of the —— immediately preceding the second trial of 


said Sanguilly: and 


Whereas the atto who conducted the in the ar before 
the authorities at Madrid has since been laara of hie po 224 emolu- 
ments attached thereto by the authorities at id in consequence thereof; 


and 

Whereas the said Julio has been tried and condemned to per- 

tual imprisonment in chains, out evidence against him and without 
fhe op ped ents of defense: ‘Therefo: 

Regolord ie Senate and House of tatives of the United States of 
America in ess assembled, That the President of the United States be 
instructed to demand the immediate release of the said Julio Sanguilly with 
permission to return to the United States. 


Mr. CALL. Mr. President, there was laid before the Senate 


terday, under a resolution of the Senate, a m from the 
President transmitting a report from the of State accom- 
panied by copies of correspondence of Consul-General Lee con- 


cerning the death of Charles Govin, a citizen of the United States, 
who, it is alleged, was captured without arms, without being en- 
gaged in the revolution, being there in the Island of Cuba merely 
as a reporter. It is stated that he was tied to a tree and chopped 
to pieces by the military forces of Spain. This report of the con- 
5 communicated to the State Department, is from Gen- 
eral Lee, which was made to the Senate yesterday, and was ordered 
to be printed. I had thought perhaps it was better that that re- 
port Soala be printed and in the hands of Senators before any 
consideration of these resolutions. 

Mr. HARRIS. Govin was a citizen of the United States? 

Mr. CALL. He was acitizen of the United States, the son of 
a former consul of the United States to Italy under one of the 
Republican Administrations, his father being a native of Cuba, 
but having left the Island of Cuba during the last revolution and 
becoming a citizen of the United States, resident in the State of 
Florida. This was his son, born in the United States, as I under- 
stand, and a citizen in the full sense of the term. t 

While I had intended to ask that the resolution lie over until 
the report was printed, I think I can state the contents of the 
report so clearly that when itis received here my statement will 
be verified by the report of the consul-general. consul-gen- 
eral states in a demand upon the Governor-General of Cuba that 
it is charged, upon information which is satisfactory to him, that 
this citizen of the United States was captured without arms, with- 
out being engaged in the military service of the insurgents in Cuba, 
without participation of any kind in the military operations bein, 
carried on there, and that he was deliberately tied to two trees an 
cut to pieces by the 3 soldiers, piece by piece. The Governor- 
General replies, in forwarding the communication of the officer 
immediately in command—whose name I do not now remember 
that Govin was wounded while in a battle and that he 

died from his wounds. The co -general of the United States 
replies that the information which he has received justifies him 
in the belief that this statement is not true. 

In the rt of the consul-general as submitted to the Senate 
there are eliminated from it by stars showing omissions the state- 
ments referred to by the consul-general of the United States as 
being extra-official. To this it is replied by the Governor-General 
that he should not take the unofficial statements of persons who 
were prejudiced against Spain, nor should they be made the sub- 
ject of a communication between friendly governments; that the 

nited States can not make use of these unofficial statements con- 
trary to the official statements of the officers of Spain in command. 
These statements referred to are not given in this report. It is 
possible that it may be considered by the Department of State and 
the President that it is inconsistent with the public interests in his 
judgment to communicate these statements. We can not tell in 

rd to that. The fact, however, a from the stars con- 
tained in the report that there are omissions of papers referred to 
in the communication of the consul-general. 

Mr. President, I pro to read a statement, and the Senate in 
the present state of this question must seyi my statement that 
it comes from a person who is entirely reliable; from a person who 
has received high consideration from the American people in the 
shape of official promotions, who has been or will be a member of 
one of the branches of this Government—its legislative branch. 
The statement was dictated by this person. I will not give his 
name. I am not authorized todo so. I have no doubt it will 


appedr in due time. But I will state to the Senate that this state- 
ment was dictated by a person of character; 
stands high in the consideration of all who know hi 


a person who 


STATEMENT IN RELATION TO CHARLES GOVIN. 


partme: 
appointment made the previous day, General Lee was permit 
in this prison. There were, | think, 


eight or ten of these ini as out. No Americansare permitted to enter this 


n and no one to see except on Wednesdays and Satur- 
ys, and then only upon giving twenty-four hours’ notice to the authorities, 
These prisoners were brou out and, during the interview, were sur- 
rounded by a company of soldiers, I presume t one hundred, bearing 
arms under the command of the officers of the prison. men stood in a 
group in the center and we were to pass in throhgh this line of 
soldiers paige. ge with them. — “4 a 
Amongst prisoners was a young man who, I learned subsequen 
from a satisfactory source, was with Charles Govin, an American isan, 


who repressnted New York Journal and other ne TR aS a corre- 
spondent, who was captured by the Spanish soldiers about the 6th of Decem- 
ber last. Govin, the witness, another man were tied together on the 
2 of their capture, and he exhibited marks on his arms and hands 
made by the They remained ther all t. He stated that 
Govin was entirely without wounds or injuries of any kind, and that he ex- 
hibited at the time of his capture to the officer in charge of the Sap sol- 
diers his citizenship papers, decla: him to bea citizen of the United States, 
as an autho newspaper co! ent. Healso 
stated that he was without arms and was not engaged in the war in any way. 
these from his hand at the time, and the next morning he 

was and 


sword 

infantry. After the witness was confined to 
Gen Lee, sta 
consul eral to in 
this fact known at the time of his capture lest 
Charles Govin. The consul. ormed me that there is other evi- 
dence bearing on the fact of the manner and cause of Govin's death on file in 

De borative of the statements of the wi 


nsul-general upon the Spanish 
death of torin inos — 
stated was not the fact. 
5 IN RELATION TO JULIO SANGUILLY. 

Ialso had a with Julio Sanguilly. who stated that he had been confined 
the Cabanas for 8 twen n ae months. It appears from his —.— 
ment that the day before the re on broke out in Cuba, while taking a bath in 
his house, he was arrested and e was tried and con- 


ro- 
on the ground that — was a citizen of the United Sta he ja 
in resided there for 8 Una 
and not the military authorities. An appeal — 3 irreg 
1 Was taken e au 
Madrid. and this s da — 


posed 
with Sa fic E AA E e OAT shag 
y. e lawyer w. ea in 
dogtired of his office and ell emoluments attached thereto by the anthorities 
at Madrid. A witness who could have Sores 1 entire innocence, 
namely, Coloma, was a few days 
cell in the Cabanas, where he had been imprison 
shot without any trial, as 
from testifying. 
An appeal must be taken within a few are or unless the United States 
be transported to the penal colony in North Africa 
ce with the sentence passed afew days ago. Sanguillystated that 
he did not believe that he could get any lawyer to fake his case and conduct 
his appeal, as the fate of other two lawyers who conducted the former 
would deter others from un 


ing into the cause of his detention and the unfair method by whi 
been tried and convicted. He claimed that there is no possible testimony as 
to his being implicated in the rebellion, but that he was simply confined 
because he might perhaps have been guilty of some offense in the fature, but 
that he was guilty of no offense whatever when arrested, and nothing was 
proven or could be proven against him. 

STATEMENT IN RELATION TO DR. BATTINCOURT. 


was and thrown into prison. On Mon- 
day I saw his son, also an American citizen, at the American consulate, who 
made the following statement in substance: 
When his father failed toreturn C custom, 
the housekeeper notified his son, who is married, and w ves in a different 
tof the city. The son immediately set out to find what had become of his 
her, and about 2 o'clock Sunday afternoon, upon making —— at che 
Spanish prisor in the city, he learned from the officer in charge that his 
father was in that prison In communicato— 


That is, solitary confinement, not allowed to see or to have inter- 
course by letter or otherwise with any person except the authori- 
ties immediately in charge of him— 
that is, no one will be permitted to speak to him, nor will he be permitted to 
communicate toanyone—and had been there from some time the night before. 
— if his father had had anything to eat, and the officer stated he had 


not. then purchased a glass of milk and some cakes, and ipon paying the 
officer half a dollar was permitted to send them by a subordinate of the prison 
in to his father. He asked if his father bad a bed or chair to sit and was 


told that he had nothing but a small bench. He returned at a later hour, and 
after waiting until about 7 o'clock in the evening and giving the officer $1.50 
he was permitted to send his father a cot to lie upon He inquired for the 
charge upon which his father was taken and held, and could learn nothing of 
what the charge was. H ested the United States consal to communi- 


d 
detained and have him tried or set free. F 
at lo'’clock on Wednesday no reply had been received from the palace 
regard to this case. 


1897. 
Su mently, in conversation with a young Cuban, also at the consulate, 
I learn with Dr. Battincourt about 


that this young Cuban had been bogs i 
10 o'clock on Sunday evening, in front of the Hotel Inglaterra, in the park in 
front of which the military band was giving a concert, and the populsiien 
y hat he talked with the doctor for some 

ime, in which the latter had stated that he was looking 5 


pa- 
was 


the time of my departure on Wednesday. ‘ 

The following resolution was given to me bya 8 citizen of the 
antea praia who suggested that the attention of gress should be called 
to it in this form: 

“ Whereas Julio Sanguilly, an American citizen, arrested in his home in 
Habana the day before the outbreak of the t insurrection, has been 
confined in his cell in the Cabanas prison for the past twenty-three months; 


d 
“ Whereas the lawyer who defended him in his first trial has also been im- 
Whe — * eee Lopez Col was shot in said prison by 
S ereas his pri witness, Z oma. 
ot of . authorities immediately preceding the second trial of 
Sanguilly; an 


“ Whereas the attorney who conducted the in theappeal before 
the authorities at Ma 1 office and emolu- 
ments attached thereto by the authorities at d in consequence thereof; 


and 
* Whereas the said Julio Sanguilly has been tried and condemned to per- 
tual imprisonment in chains, without evidence against him and without 
This opportunity of defense: Therefore, 


~ Resolved by the Senate and House of esentatives of the United States in 
Congress assembled, That the President of the United States be instructed to 
demand the immediate release of the Julio Sanguilly, with n to 


return to the United States. 8 

The statements and the preamble of the above resolution were made by 
persons of character and veracity, and the evidence as submitted to me from 
such witnesses authorizes me to say that they are true. I am informed from 
reliable sources that evidence of the facts as above stated is to be found 
amongst the files of the State Department. 


I am not at liberty to give the name. I state, however, that it 
is from a man who stands high in the country, a citizen of a 
Northern State, a Republican, a man who has been or will be con- 
nected at an early day with one of the departments of this Gov- 
ernment of an im t character, He has not authorized me 
to give his name, but I am satisfied it will be given in due time. 

3 the services of any la to secute his 

Be, Sane ie ak acute Ste Shs aal E an ate i 


bemg now in the prison in the as—and his attorney in Spain haying 
been deprived of office and emoluments, warns others not to assist him 
in his release from 


rison. 
The American 3 in Habana are without protection, are subject to 
insults, and it is not safe for them to go about the city, and the need of 
imperative action on the part of our Government is manifest to all observers. 


I have another letter from the wife of one of the prisoners who 
was captured on board the Competitor, a private sailor who was 
taken as a member of the crew of the Competitor, without any 
information or knowledge that he was bound for the coast of Cuba, 
and who has been repeatedly, during his long confinement for some 
months in the Cabanas, threatened with execution. This Amer- 
ican citizen, a common sailor on board this ship, in no way re- 
sponsible for the port to which she was bound, is held in confine- 
ROE SARIS CO PIPER HOS EE SS en eee 
death. 

This is but one of a number of cases. Julio Sanguilly, a citizen 


of the United States, having the full privilege and c r of 
citizenship, without any complicity whatever with thei ts, 
without any evidence of any intention to join the mili ‘orces 
of Cuba, upon suspicion alone, was arrested at his home, his tem- 


porary place of residence, where he was residing under the pledge 
of the Governments of the United States and of Spain in their 
treaty that he should be permitted to enjoy the full protection of 
life and liberty and property. Twenty-three months ago he was 
incarcerated in a prison, and he was condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment in chains, violating the letter and the spirit of the 
treaty, which requires that to be tried by a military tribunal the 
person shall be captured with arms, In view of the former insur- 
gent condition of the Island of Cuba, this treaty stipulation was 
made, and it was only upon the remonstrance of this Government 
that he was submitted to trial by what they call a civil tribunal, 
a tribunal under the civil law; and that tribunal, after apponi to 
Madrid to set aside the sentence, has condemned him to eight years 
of imprisonment in chains. 

Govin, a citizen of the United States, having no intention, as he 
testified and as the circumstances indicate, of participating in the 
war in any 5 a newspaper reporter, having a right under 
the treaty with Spain and under the pl and guaranty of pro- 
tection of this Government to go into the Island of Cuba, was 
arrested, tied to a tree, and brutally chopped to pieces by the 
soldiery, and the fact deliberately 9 and denied. 

Mr. President, the case of Julio Sanguilly is but a type of what 
is occurring to hundreds of American citizens. What matters it 
that hof were natives of Cuba? What mattersit that they reside 
in the Island of Cuba? That is their right. They have acquired 
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citizenship under our laws, VVV 


stipulation teeing them ssfety 
ty och de e prisons of the Cabanas and Morro Castle are full 
of them. They are stained with the blood of American citizens, 


as is exhibited by the facts stated in this report of the consul-gen- 
eral and by statements from a reliable source. It only needs that 
this body shall investigate carefully the fact in order that the 
cover may be taken off from this scene of butchery. 

Mr. President, the * that fails to protect its citizens 
in their lives, their liberty, and their property in foreign lands, 
to which they have a right to go under 5 justly 
incurs the execration of mankind. A great Republic of 80,000,000 
people, denying to its imprisoned citizens ap 
serve the obligations of the treaty, and the ple for their protec- 
tion, sentenced to tual imprisonment in chains, hesitating as 
to the course it should pursue, presents a spectacle to the world 
discreditable not only to this great representative of freedom and 
individual rights, but to every government that claims to be sov- 


ing to it to pre- 


ereign and independent. 
It is idle, Mr. President, to say that these things are not true, 
They are true. Iam informed by this statement that the facts are 


upon the files of the Department of State, and if they were not that 
proof could easily be obtained. 

The reply is made to this demand, to this appeal from innocent 
citizens in confinement under the authority of Spain, in resolutions 
of boards of trade and of meetings in the country sent here, that 
it will disturb trade, it will interrupt commerce, it will produce a 
decline of the great staples of agriculture—and that Sanguilly shall 
remain in chains, that American citizens imprisoned in these for- 
tresses shall be allowed to stay there, because, perchance, in the 
assertion of right, in the enforcement of treaty obligations, war 
might occur. 

Mr. President, trade is not preserved by the neglect to enforca 
treaty stipulations for the protection of the lives and the liberty 
and the property of American citizens. Commerce is not pre- 
served and left undisturbed by the permission of slaughter and of 
arbitrary imprisonment of our citizens engaged in commerce in 
foreign lands. Trade and commerce at homecan not be preserved 
in prosperity and successfully if we neglect the obligations of our 
Government to our citizens abroad. there were no question of 
patriotism, if this god of business is to be allowed to suppress the 
sentiments of humanity, to suppress the demands of religion, to 
suppres the manhood and courage of our people, if we were to 

e this low 1 and say that cowardice, the lack of public 
spirit, was to preferred to the danger of war, it would be an 
unwise and ruinous policy. There can be no prosperity in a 
country where there is no sense of patriotism and national honor, 
where the name American citizen a reproach and does 
not carry with it the sanction of protection to his life, his property, 
and his business. Uponevery ground of patriotism, of elbe 3 
of the future character of this great people, of humanity, of civili- 
zation, and Christianity, this Government. should demand the 
release of Julio Sanguilly and of all American citizens who have 
been captured without arms in their hands and without full and 
e of complicity with the insurgent movement in 

What answer can be made to that proposition? A denial of the 
facts. And that denial must rest upon the assumption that these 
statements are untrue, upon the assumption that the consul-gen- 
eral in the report which he has made here in the case of Govin— 
that the statements as to the manner of his death as given by the 
Spanish authorities are not true, but that the statements which 
are unofficially given are true. What a spectacle is presented 
when we rag baw ine to this false assertion to cover up the 
murder, the brutal murder, of an American citizen. 

Mr. President, the objection is made and poued and cir- 
culated in the newspapers—I have one here from New York in 
the Advertiser—that the t powers of Europe will intervene to 
aid Spain in a war to be declared upon the United States if perad- 
venture we should exercise the sovereign right which we have of 
recognizing the existence of a de facto government as an inde- 
pendent and sovereign government. 

Mr. President, it is an unreasonable proposition. It can not be 
true. There is no ground of public law, there is no precedent in 
the customs of nations, for the declaration of war as a ground of 
right—thongh as a ground of policy there may have been - upon a 
nation recognizing the existence of an actual power, a power which 
alone can protect them in their intercourse with the portions of 
the country under their subjection. From whom will a citizen 
of the United States receive protection in so much of an insurgent 
country, wherever it may be, as in the permanent command of 
some actually existing power? Is it from that which has been dis- 
placed? Are we to suspend trade, intercourse, and the obligations 
of treaties because a government is unable to maintain by force 
the subjection of its people and its territory? Is there any reason 
in that proposition? As applied to the Island of Cuba, for years 
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the interior of that island has been (ex 

ped by the forces of Spain) in the control and subject to the juris- 
ction of the Cuban forces, claiming to be a Republicand organized 

as a Republic. 5 

But if it were so, if the great powers of Europe, if the monarchs 


t the soil actually occu- 


of Europe should consolidate their power, should determine to 
make war upon the Republic of the United States because in the 
interest of suffering humanity, in the interest of civilization, in 
the interest of republican government, they have determined to 
exercise their power for these great ends, what effect would it have 
upon the masses of Európe? hat effect would it have upon their 
own subjects? What statesman would be so unwise as to attempt 
to organize the power of monarchy, the power of imperialism, 
against this Republic ee, the interests of humanity and 
of right? No wise statesman, . President, will do anything to 
inaugurate a struggle of this kind between the existing order of 
governments and the masses of the people, for it is easy to perceive 
that the sympathies of mankind, the sentiment of all Christian 
peoples, would be with this Republic in maintaining that which is 
right, that which they have a right todemand, and which they are 
bound to demand wherever a people assert their right to govern 
themselves successfully. 

Have we not proclaimed to the world that governments exist by 
the just consent of the governed alone; that a people have inalien- 
able rights of life, liberty, and property which every government 
must respect? Is that true or isit a falsehood? If it be true, have 
we no right to say that these rights must be respected, that they 
must not be destroyed, and that if a people asserting for them- 
selyes these rights upon which we have founded our Government 
assert them successfully for any considerable period of time, shall 
it be said that we are false to those pledges if we say to them, 
We do not recognize that right for you which we have declared 
to be fundamental and the basis of government throughout the 
world?” 

Mr. President, there is no danger, and these considerations evi- 
dence that there is no danger, of any combination of European 
powers against this Republic. There is no advocacy of war in 
these propositions; there is no disrespect to the Spanish Govern- 
ment. Its methods in Cuba have marked the long period of its 
decadence. They have been the same causes that have led to 
that subordination of the great power of Spain from being the 
head of the European powers to being the least powerful amongst 
them now. There is no disrespect to her to fase 4 that the people 
of Cuba, who for so many years have follo the example of 
Mexico and the South American Republics, have found that the 
form of government given them by Spain did not answer their 
purposes, that it was not in accordance with their sentiments 
under the example of this American Republic, and that they have 
adopted as true that which we have proclaimed to the people of 
the world and asserted for ourselves. Is it any disrespect to Spain 
to say that in this long period of decay which has marked her 
public career it is to be attributed to the attempt to maintain a 
colonial subjection of these distant empires, to point to the differ- 
ence between England and her colonial system of free govern- 
ment, and to say that now, when you have so incensed the 
population that they will not tolerate the idea, when, catching the 
example of successful revolution from the vast empires upon this 
hemisphere, they are penetrated with this idea, and you can not 
subdue it, and you must not subdue it by these barbarous meth- 
ods, is it any disrespect to that Government to say that we are 
compelled to recognize as a fact an organized power which has 
successfully maintained itself and to recognize as a fact that these 
methods which you have pursued toward these American citi- 
zens are methods which render it impossible for you to succeed? 

The suggestion, Mr. President, is without foundation that in 
this age any combination of European powers can deliberately 
assert that they will make war upon a people for recognizing the 
independence of another people who have successfully maintained 
that independence for several years when that assertion of their 
right to independence rests upon causes that are manifestly right, 
to wit, the im ibility of good government over thatisland from 
a country so far distant and in the conditions which exist there. 
The wise friend of Spain, Mr. President, the wise statesman in 
Spain, the counselor whose judgment should be followed, would 
be he who would say: Sever these relations; go on and reassert 
for yourself the qualities which have made yon great amongst the 
nations of the earth; proceed to establish the policies which will 
restore the spirit that characterized this nation when she was fore- 
most among the nations of Europe; again reestablish your indus- 
tries, cultivate the love of letters and of learning which at one 
time filled the University of Salamanca with 4,000 students. and 
again enter upon a course of prosperity with lighter taxation. 
Look to Africaif you wish to extend your colonial domination, not 
here, to a people imbittered and estranged by methods of govern- 
ment which would produce revolution anywhere, by arbitrary 

wer vested in single persons far removed from the control of the 

vernment of Spain, subjecting the lives, the property, the every- 


thing of these people to the caprice of one man, of a soldier, per- 
haps a man indifferent to human suffering, and thus subjecting 
them, without trial, without tribunals, without reasonable proc- 
esses of law, but being taken upon suspicion and condemned to 
perpetual imprisonment in chains. 

It seems to me that we aredegenerating in-the character of our 
poopie and in the character of our Government; that we are going 

some centuries when we fail to have courage, to have patriot- 
ism, to have Christianity, to have civilization, to have a sense of 
justice and right sufficient to demand, and imperatively demand, 
the release of American citizens held in captivity and condemn 
to chains upon suspicion without evidence, and then talk about 
delay. Mr. President, this is no new thing. The blood of the 
soldiers and the men of the Virginius will remind us that it is not 
a matter of to-day, as will the slaughter of the students in Cuba for 
the attempted mutilation of a statue, the shookng of sixteen boys 
to suppress the spirit of revolt and discontent. It would ssem as 
if the manhood of the American people was disappearing. Are 
80,000,000 people, the most powerful in the world, with institu- 
tions framed upon the declaration that a people have a just cause 
to assert their right of self-government, to permit Julio Sanguilly 
to be held in chains for suspicion that he sympathized with the 
insurgents, and without evidence to permit Govin to be tied to a 
tree and cut to pieces deliberately and the fact concealed? 

Mr. President, there can be no prosperity, there can be no respect 
among the nations of the earth for a government that fails to pro- 
tect the lives and the liberty of its citizens under treaty obliga- 
tions. The spectacle is one that belittles the people of the United 
States and their Government in the consideration of the nations 
of the world, and ought te belittle it. 

The idea of disturbing trade! What trade will there be when 
the name of American citizen is a word of reproach, when Govin 
is permitted to be cut to pieces and Julio Sanguilly to be taken 
from his bed and condemned by a military tribunal, in violation 
of the very words of the treaty, and then sentenced to eight years’ 
imprisonment in chains after the reversal of his sentence by the 
supreme tribunal? 

The Island of Cuba lies immediately pe our shores, but that 
is no reason, as has been stated, why she should be independent un- 
less that independence is accomplished by peaceable measures or 
By. force of her own. That is no reason why we should interfere, 

at island is capable of being a place where a vast portion of our 
population, unemployed, may find profitable employment; it is 
capable of sustaining 10,000,000 people. These are considerations 
which would point to the peaceable negotiation of this Govern- 
ment for the establishment of a proper government there; but 
surely, Mr. President, when these people have asserted for them- 
selves a government of their own, when they have maintained it 
for more than two years, aye, for three years, when they have, in 
every shape and form, asserted a power of governing themselves, 
surely that is a reason why we, having greater interests than other 
ponpie; we, knowing that it is impossible to prevent the overflow 
of this great population into the adjacent countries; we, knowin 
that perpetual disturbance will continue and can not be supp 
because of the enterprise and adventureof American citizens cross- 
ing in a few hours a narrow channel; we, knowing that peaceable 
relations with the foreign Government of Spain itself demand that 
a free government should be established in Cuba, not asking nor 
seeking to assert power over it, knowing that there will be per- 
petual discord, and knowing that the people of the United States 
will not permit to pass unnoticed the murder of American citizens 
under the methods which have been pursued in Cuba in relation 
to Govin and in relation to Sangnilly; knowing that this people 
will not consent that women shall be put to death, children mur- 
dered and outraged; knowing that the sentiment of the American 
people is one of manhood and character, and that they will not be 
patient spectators of such things—are not these considerations 
which should address themselves to the minds of statesmen? How 
long will it be before these facts will so arouse the American peo- 
ple that no power can stay them from passing in such multitudes, 
even without the sanction of this Government, into any adjacent 
country that may be open to them. Mr. President, the Navy of 
the United States and all its armed force could not prevent, nor 
could the combined powers of the world, not only the American 
people, but the brave men of every country, if the war in Cuba 
progresses, from going to the support of any government which 
may be established there as a protest against despotism. 
- Instead of the Monroe doctrine of republicanism, have we gone 
back to the assertion of imperialism upon this continent, to the 
establishment of arbitrary government? Is that the progress of 
public opinion in this country? 

The people of the State which I have the honor in part to rep- 
resent are very closely connected with the people of Cuba. There 


is a constant intercourse going on. Many of the Cubans are edu- 
cated; are a people of a high order of intelligence; many of them 
have been persons of large wealth. I am informed that there are 
very few native Cubans who are not engaged in the present 
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rebellion. Sanguilly happened to be one of those who was not so 
engaged. Ten years ago he was a general of the insurgent army 
in Cuba, but he laid down his arms under an arrangement made 
with the Governor-General of Cuba and accepted the amnesty and 
pardon. He was guaranteed complete absolution from his offense, 
and he became a citizen of the United States and resided in this 
country. Naturally his connections carried him back among his 
own people, not to become a Spanish subject, but to remain there 
quietly and contentedly. He had the right to do so. We extended 
naturalization to him without limit or restraint. He went back 
to Cuba, and what was the result? Within the Spanish lines in 
the city of Habana, in his own house, without a witness against 
him, without evidence of any complicity in the rebellion, in full 
loyalty to this Government and to its obligations to Spain that 
our citizens should not engage in armed insurrection, with the 
full right to his own opinions, he was arrested and is now in 
chains. He appeals to this Government and to 80,000, 000 Ameri- 
can people to release him and protect his life and the lives of other 
Americans who are confined in Cuba, and to let him return to the 
protection of the United States. j 

I hope, Mr. President, that this question will not be postponed; 
that it will not be buried, that we shall have no more of these idle 
declarations of the disturbance of trade and business or the depre- 
ciation of the great staples of agriculture in the face of the fact 
that they can only rise and maintain their value when our com- 
merce is extended, when the relations of trade with other coun- 
tries to this are properly adjusted, when we can exchange our 
products for the products of other countries—this idle declaration 
that we shall not protect American citizens and enforce treaty 
obligations because, perchance, there may be war with Spain, an 
impossible thing, or that there may be war with the great powers 
of monarchy in 3 an impossible event; war to preserve 
monarchy: against a Republic asserting its right to recognize 
another Republic and not interfering at all with Spain’s power to 
conquer. 

Mr. President, there is no law of civilized nations which permits 
the Spanish Government to hold as criminals men captured on 
board vessels carrying munitions of war to Cuba for insurgent 

urposes. There is no law of nations which permits the Spanish 
Government to murder even the Cuban insurgents who are cap- 
tured in battle. By every custom of every civilized nation they 
have the right to be held as prisoners of war. That was our cus- 
tom in the late civil war. e killed no prisoners because they 
were soldiers in the Confederate army. e outraged no women, 
we destroyed the lives of no children because they were found 
within the insurgent States. Why, then, should this body hesi- 
tate? Why should an organized movement be carried on through. 
out the United States, from some central point, in the interest of 
Spain, by resolutions of boards of trade, that Sanguilly shall 
remain in chains; that the Govin butchery shall be concealed; that 
the walls of the fortresses of Spain shall not be cleansed of the 
blood of innocent Americans slain without a pretext of conformity 
with the laws of war between civilized nations? Yet it is true 
that action is delayed in this body. It is true that for two years 
there have been repetitions of the massacre of the passengers on 
the Virginius, repetitions of the slaughter of students in Habana— 
innocent noncombatants—and the whole force of the United States 
is being directly used to protect and continue that condition of 
things. 
Mr. President, the Government of Great Britain is justly 
esteemed throughout the world, because the Englishman can say, 
„The power of Great Britain surrounds me here.” He can say 
what the captain of the little war ship said when he demanded 
that all British subjects taken upon board the Virginius should 
be returned on board his vessel before the sun sets. The answer 
was made that the forces present are sufficient to destroy and 
blow your vessel into atoms.” He made the Pon reply, But 
they are not sufficient to blow the Kingdom of Great Britain out 
of the water, nor to 1 the British Empire. I demand that 
before the sun sets every British subject shall be placed on the 
decks of this ship under the English flag.” While our American 
citizens were slaughtered, the subjects of Great Britain were sur- 
rendered and par under the English flag. What an example 
tous! How idle to talk about suppressing this sentiment of the 
American ek gt or of any civilized country! How long would 
England stand it if one of her subjects, having produced his 
papers of citizenship, which are struck from his hand with con- 
tempt, were tied to a tree and cut to pieces, having committed no 
offense, upon suspicion that he was going to engage with the 
insurgent forces? How long would England stand it if one of 
her subjects were taken upon suspicion, and, without fair trial, 
without witnesses, were held in confinement for twenty-three 
months and sentenced by a military tribunal to perpetual imprison- 
ment in Spain? If, later, that sentence were changed to eight 
years, as in the case of Sanguilly, how long would she stand it? 

The relations of the people of Florida to the Island of Cuba are 


* 
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such as to bring to their notice these cases, and to bring to their 
notice the condition of feeling that exists among the people of 
Cuba, the intelligent portion of the people of Cuba, the men of 
character, and there are men of character, there are men of intel- 
ligence, there are men of education amongst them. The senti- 
ment which pervades the propio of the State of Florida is almost 
universal in favor, not of the annexation of the island, but of 
those people having a government based upon the principles of 
humanity, in favor of a government which shall protect the lives 
and liberty of the people, which shall advance the prosperity of 
the island, which s furnish a place where the enterprising 
American can engage in business. That he will go, that they 
will be found there by the ten thousand in the near future, there 
can be no doubt. 

While we do not advocate nor desire war, we are satisfied that 
there are worse things than war. If any part of the country be 
exposed to the possible chances of injury in a condition of war, it 
would be the peninsula of Florida, but her people are courageous, 
her people are a Christian le, her people sympathize with the 
progress of mankind, with liberal institutions, with republican 
governments, with patriotism, with the sentiment which would 
make the Stars and Stripes the symbol of power and protection to 
the citizen of the United States wherever the sun shines. ` 

Mr. President, I ask that the resolution requesting information 
may now be Roopen 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution submitted by the Senator from Florida. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. CALL. The joint resolution which I introduced was pre- 
para by an eminent citizen in Habana who is cognizant of all the 

acts connected with the case, a man of high character. It reflects 
the opinions, the pep | and the judgment of a man whose name 
if I were permitted to disclose it, would carry conviction with i 
everywhere. I move that the joint resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and I hope for speedy action in 
the matter, 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 


Mr. LODGE. In the absence of the chairman of the Commits 
tee on Foreign Relations, I move that the Senate go into executive 
session to consider two treaties which the committee desire to 
have considered. . 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business, After fifteen minutes spent 
in executive session the doors were reopened. 


BIOUX RESERVATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask unanimous consent for the immedi- 
ate consideration of the bill (S. 3828) to amend an act entitled 
An act to repeal the timber-culture laws, and for other purposes.“ 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, ere to consider the bill. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will state in explanation of the bill that 
it simply relates to lands opened to settlemer. on the Great Sioux 
Reservation. It is toobviate double payment for the land. Those 
lands were opened to settlement, and the settlers were required, if 
they commuted or paid for the land at the end of fourteen months’ 
residence, to pay the Indian price. The bill does not relieve them 
from that payment. But afterwards Congress passed an act inad- 
vertently, not intended to apply to those lands, which now re- 
quires the settlers to make two payments. It compels them not 
only to pay the Indians, but to pay the Government $1.25 an acre, 

I haye in this connection a letter from the Interior Department 
which I desire to have read, as it explains the whole matter. The 
1 Ta unanimously reported from the Committee on Publio 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested,’ 
The Secretary read as follows: ! 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., December 9, 1896. 

Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of Decem< 
ber 5, 1896, requesting information as to the ruling requiring homestead set- 
tlers on lands ey embraced in Indian reservations to pay the Govern- 
ment for the land in addition to the payment required for the benefit of the 
Indians, as you desire to have the lawamended, if an amendment is required 
for the relief of the homestead settlers. 

In reply I have to state that the only uirement of the nature indicated 
aor to the lands formerly embraced in the Great Sioux Reservation in 

ne 333 x North Dakota 3 8 1 5 an 
ese lands were open settlement and entry under the provisions 

the act of March 2, 1849 (25 Stat. 888). > S 

Said act provides that the lands shall be disposed of by the United States 
to actual settlers only under the provisions of the homestead law (except sec-' 
tion 2301 thereof) and under the laws relating to town sites: Provided, 
each settler under and in accordance with the provisions of said homestea 
acts shall pay to the United States for the land so taken by him, in addition 
to the fees provided by law, the sum of $1.25 per acre for all lands disposed of 
within the first three A ipe after the taking effect of this act, and the sum of 
75 cents per acre for all lands disposed of within the next two years following 
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thereafter, and 50 cents 
and shall be enti 


Section 6 of the act of March 3, 1891 (24 Stat.. 1095), which amended section 
2301, United States Revised Statutes, relating to commutation of homestead 


rovided: 
“A the rovisions of this section shall apply to lands on the ceded por- 
2, 1889, in South Dakota, 
pie 


but shall not relic Aane] ele eng ts uired by la 
t ieve said settlers any payments now 
Under date of May 13, 1895 (22 L. D.. 550), the Sea 9 
under consid: the 

ds within th 


portion of the Great Sioux Reservation.“ held that the 
1801 (supra), “clearly 8 
of entrymen of Sioux 
lands, and means that w n so elect, they ma: 
after the time Z the minimum price for the land, in addition 
to the payments requ: under the act of 1889." 

In view of the honorable Secretary’s decision, the district land officers hav- 

isdi Sioux lands were instructed. 


over letter O of June 


from parties app to commute ho for 
ds 81.23 acre, in addition to payments required under the act of 
3 (supra), and was taken on all cases pending in 
this office un 
Homes ers who make ordinary five-year are not affected 
gaid ruling, W. applies only to commuted timed whe wer ig by 
roe A E. F. BEST, 
Assistant Commissioner. 


Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW, 
United States Senate. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without ee e 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ARMY APPOINTMENTS BY BREVET. 


Mr. SEWELL. I ask for the present consideration of the bill 
(H. R. 4719) to provide for appointment by brevet of active or 
retired officers of the United States Army. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been 
from the Committee on Millitary Affairs with an amendment, in 
line 5, after the word war,“ to strike out shall“ and insert 
“ may, at the discretion of the President;“ so as to make the bill 
read: 


be 
breve „That they have not already 
higher grade in the Regular Army. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to ask the Senator from New 
Jersey if the bill carries any increased compensation in any shape, 
manner, or form? : 

Mr. SEWELL. In no shape, manner, or fashion. It gives 
nothing. It is purely honorary, and at the discretion the 

id 


lent. 
Mr. COCKRELL. There is no possibility by which they can 
have increased pay by reason of this commission? 

Mr. SEW. Oh, no; not atall. There are only about sev- 
omy. any way who will be liable to appointment. 

e bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 

ment was concurred in. é 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 
MRS, FLORENCE E. MAYBRICK. 


Mr. HOAR. There is on the Calendar a joint resolution (S. R. 
129) requesting the Government of Great Britain to pardon Mrs, 
Florence E. Maybrick as an act of magnanimity. The joint reso- 
Intion was referred to the Judiciary Committee and unanimously 
reported adversely, but put upon the Calendar because it was sup- 
posed there might be some desire on the part of the Senator who 
introduced it to address the Senate. However,I believe he hasno 
such desire, and I move that the joint resolution lie upon the table. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let it be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. HOAR. Well, I do not care which course is taken. Ido 
not want to have it kept upon the Calendar, where one will have 
to watch for it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let it be indefinitely postponed. : 

Mr. HOAR. Very well. 

The VICE-P ENT. Without objection, that order will 


made. 

Mr. HOAR. Perhaps I ought to state that the reason why I did 
not move the indefinite postponement was because the Senator 
from Florida [Mr. CALL] was not in his seat. Upon his return to 
the Chamber, if he should desire a different disposition made of 
= as resolution, I shall not wish to take advantage of his 


SANTEE SIOUX INDIANS, ETC. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Calendar under Rule VIII is in 


The first case will be called, 


The bill (S. 2454) restoring the Santee Sionx Indians, of Ne- 
, and the dreau Sioux Indians, of South Dakota, 
formerly known as and being a confederacy of the Medawakanton 
and Wapakoota Sioux Indians, to all rights, privileges, and bene- 
fits enjoyed by them and their ancestors under the treaties of 1837 
and 1851, and for other purposes, was announced as the first bill 
on the Calendar, 
Fag i 3 In the absence of the Senator who reported 

e bill—— 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I think the bill had better go over under 
Rule VII, without prejudice. Itis rather an important measure, 
and I think perhaps it should be taken up when it can receive more 
consideration than is ible at this time. 

3 VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, that order will be 
en. 
FLAGS FOR SCHOOLHOUSES. 


The bill (S. 1781) making an appropriation to furnish flags for 
the schoolhouses of the District of Columbia was announced as 
next in order on the Calendar, and the Senate, as in Committee of 
the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. It proposes to appro- 
prime $1,000 for the purpose of purchasing United States flags to be 

oated over every pubhe schoolhouse in the District of Columbia 
on school days and during school hours, the sum to be nded 
by and under the supervision of the school trustees of the District 
and to become available immediately on the passage of this act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed fora third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 o’clock having arrived, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, which is 
House bill 3656. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 3656) n for free homesteads 
on the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona 
fide settlers, and reserving Spe aria lands for that purpose. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The bill has been.read at length, and I 
should now like to have the amendments read. 

Mr, COCKRELL. I want to hear the report of the minority of 
the committee. The report of the majority was read, but not the 
report of the minority. I think perhaps it would be better to have 


the amendments read first and then the I shall call for 
the reading of the first of the report of the majority. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secre will read the amend- 


ments reported by the Committee on Public Lands. 

The SECRETARY. In section 1, line 5, it is proposed to strike 
out the words“ in the Territory of Oklahoma,” and at the end of 
line 15 to add the following proviso: 


Provided, however, That all sums of money sorel which if not released 
would belong to airy Ladinn tribe; aball be peut tench TAAS take te tke 
United States; 

So as to make the section read: 


Scher pan mi pene Ae err homestead laws of . 5 
ublic lands acquired by treaty or agreement from the various Indian 

— — have on whe. 2 reside 

for the period required by law. 
land so mang — “pon the ae = 
customary fees, and no other or er 

be required from such settler to entitle him 


SU 
now fixed by existing laws, remain in full force and effect: 

however, That all sums of moe Oe released, which if not released woul: 
belong to any Indian tribe, shall be paid to such Indian tribe by the United 
States: Provided, That the public land laws of the United States are hereby 
suspended until further 1 by Congress, in so far as they may affect 
the territory hitherto known as Green County, Tex. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understood the Senator 
from Missouri to ask for the reading of the minority rt. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Yes,sir. Iunderstood the Senator incharge 
of the bill to ask for the reading of a part of the majority report. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Iask that the majority report be read to 
the annexed documents which accompany it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Se gigi as indicated by the Sen- 
A Ti BACELAR TOA tie tonece ieh Sena 

e retary the report (which appears in te pro- 

ceedings of December 21, 1896). 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The views of the minority of the 
committee will now be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

VIEWS OF THE MINORITY. 


The undersigned, a member of the Committee 
unable to concur in the 


1897. 
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rchased, G ea r with the Indians, of their reservations, 
Added rors the-public domain, and opened tho same to settlement, to roe 


extent of 33,252,540 acres of land. For ds it has paid or o 
itself to $25,261.937.95, not including payment for the Great Sioux T- 
vation, $9,053,985; the Colville Reservation, 000, and the Chippewa Res- 


ervation, $5,026,447; in all, $15,580,382, which, by the terms of the agreements, 
A . for from the amount realized upon the disposal of the 


As a condition of the cession of the Great Sioux 5 it was, how- 


ever. e that $3,000,000 should be set in Treasury as a trust 
fund for the benefit of the Indians. Thissum of $3,000,000should, itis os 
be added to th such 


e amount of money expended for the purchase of 
in all 8. 261. 7.95. r 


‘gui ts of the homestead act, pay a certain stipulated sum per acre for 
land at the expiration of five years’ residence in order to obtain a patent 
therefor, a different price per acre being fixed in the several statutes, suffi- 
cient to reimburse the Government when all the land shall be finally disposed 
of for the amount paid the Indians in order to obtain from them such cessions 
‘of the land. A la portion of the lands thus o tosettlement has been 
settled upon, but the undersigned have been unable to obtain information as 
to the precise number of acres which have been thus occupied by settlers. 
Various statutes have been passed extending the time for payment u 
representation of the settlers that on account of drought and from other 
causes it was bard for them to make the required payment at the end of their 
Some of these statutes apply only to single reserva- 
ve each contained a clause 
in all instances for one year. Thus the time of final pay- 
ment A iog kas said lands has been extended until the full period of seven 
The bill under considera 
Indian lands in the Territory of O 
make payment resulting from successive years of drought was most strongly 
urged, but b. Sna propana committee amendments the provisions of the 
8 ceded Indian lands, the being more than threo 


D 
y 


times that contemplated in the bill as it passed the House. the lands on 
the Indian reservations thus opened for settlement have been paid for 3 
Government before the opening of the sam: 


except in the case of the C 

kee Outlet, where omens was to be made in installments, and the sum of 
$4,980,000 still unpaid, and in the case of the Great Sioux, Chippewa, 
and Colville reservations, where the Indians are to be paid as the ern- 
ment shall receive money from the settlers upon disposal of the lands. 
Another amendment proposed to the bill in effect requires that the Govern- 
ment shall, upon releasing the settlers from payment of their obligations, 
pay the Indians for thase landa the sum per acre which by law is now to be 


Statement showing cost of Indian lands obtained by cession and 
existing law, the amount already received from disposals, 


‘otal amoun! 
paid for ces- 
sion. 


Name of reservation. number 


Great Sioux, N. Dak., 
S. Dak., Nebr. 


to disposal under the h 


8,550, 938 710 $4, 785, 879 $111,337.63 | $4, 624, 541. 37 United 


peoe Seea Tf this amendment should be adopted and the bill pass, 
e Government would be called upon to oi pay in the future, including the 
VF a sum approximating 
It is proper to remark here that negotiations are now in progress for the 
urchase of other lands embraced in other reservations with a view to open- 
g them for settlement upon the same terms with to the reimb 
ment of Go hich have been 


$ 3] yoming. of the Comanche, Kiow: 

and apaan tribes of Indians in Oklahoma Territory, with the Lower Pend 
@'Oreille or Indians in Washin and with the Indians of Pyramid 
Lake and Walker River Reservation in Nevada. Thenumber of acres of land 
affected by unratified agreements ee made and by then tions of the 
commission heretofore alluded tocan not bespecified by the undersigned, nor 
the amount of 5 involved, but may be generally stated as 


amounting to several 
ts for such cessions have been made 


All negotiations and 5 
be reimbursed for the amounts to be paid from the proceeds arising from the 
* of the lands when opened to settlement. 
all the land already opened 

tofore ceded shall be taken up, the sum to be paid therefor by the settlers 

This b proposed to release the settlers from the pay- 
t a portion of tho lands thus 

omestead 


Land Office and the Secretary of the Inter- 

tr ine ete i: hegn 5 on bl will b 
e passage of sucha vo avorably. as appear 

their letters published with the report of the majority of the — toes: z 


law, the amount which willþe received therefor under 


omestead 
the loss to the United States if homestead settlers are relieved from further payment. 


Lake Travers, N. Dak. 573,882 2. 50 1,434,705 | 29,271.55 | 1,405, 453.45 
a TS, 431, 405, 
Yankton Sioux, S. Dak... 151, % | 3.75 568,845 | 37,864.45 520, 980. 55 
Fort Berthold, N. Dak... 1,838,720 | 1.50 | 2,758,080 None. 2, 788, 080.00 
Cœur d'Alene, Idaho 174,690 1. 50 262, 035 None. 282,085.00 | Subject to entry under other than 
- homestead law, but greatest 
a 
Nez Perce, Idaho 550,558 3. 75 1,877,085 None. | 1,877,085. 00 530 e homes W. 
Colville, Was 1,416,663 1.50 2,125,002 None. | 2, 125,002.00 to be subject to future 
disposition gig, Hia See 
pa on 2. not July 1, (27 Stat., 
Siletz, Or eg 177,000 1.50 285,50 1, 445.65 264,054.35 | Subject to entry under other than 
homestead laws, but greatest 
Beale 1 probably be en- 
n 1,700,000 | 1.50 2. 80, % 840.0 2.545, 100. 00 8 
(Chippewa, Minn 3,322,936 | 1.25 4,153,670 None. | 4,153,670.00 | Proceeds to be deposited in United 
States Treasury for benefit of 
Indians. 
i si ee na} 5, 380, 870 11 7. 410 496.86 | 7, 
ve of whee an „380, K , A 
Tonkawa bands), Okla. } 37, i 232,913.14 


a Proceeds from disposal. 

b See remarks. 

No separate account was kept of the 
ko the several reservations have been estima’ 


from the of lands in the several ti i 
aa Sopon several reservations in Oklahoma, and while the amounts 


pts from all of the reservations is approximately correct. 
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Statement showing cost of Indian lands obtained by cession and subjeet to disposal under the homestead law, etc.—Continued. 


Absentee Shawnee and 
Pottawatomie, Okla. 


Cheyenneand Arapahoe, 
Orla. 


a No separate account was a, oe the recai À 
to the several reservations haye n estimated, it is believed 
d 14 Stat., 785; 25 Stat., 757; 26 Stat., 1025; 23 Stat., 212; 25 Stat., 1004. 
c The difference pe | area ceded and area opened 
d This amount willbs r 
of receiving patent without payment by a longer residence. 


The bill under consideration has been given, in common phrase, an attract- 
name. An all * free-home™ bill appeals to sentiment that 
has heretofore found tance in the enactment of our homestead law, and 
the contention of tho majority of the commi: 
should be made between the settlement of the lands tg which the homestead 


act applied and the lands acquired as heretofore sta 
The committee 7 


your committee is that the 3 of the home- 
stead law is that there should be no discrimination—that it should be 8 


nati 
With this view the undersi; 
domain as it existed at the 


Fe 
—5 made in the first instance almost eatirely without reference to any need 
that might ever exist that they should furnish peo- 
le. But in our rapid ore and development they had been prior to the 
e of the of the laws for opening Indian reservations targes taken 
up by settlers, and the demand for new territory upon which to loca 33 
pressing and clamorous. 

The excitement which preceded the opening of lands in Oklahoma will be 
still remembered, as the mad rush scarcely controlled by Government 
authorities to secure these lands upon the well-understood condition of pay- 
ment for the same in addition to compliance with the provision of the home- 
stead laws. In every appeal made to Congress for the opening of the lands 
of these reservations the argument that the Government ought not to be put 
tothe large expenditure required in the payment of the Indians for the - 

uishment of mar title was 8 8 who ere Lory | and 
ng upon the passage or purpose by sa; it was 
‘understood that the Government should be 8 5 So 
far as Senators and Representatives and others urging the passage of such 
bills could be said to represent the settlers who were clamoring for an oppor- 
tunity to establish themselves upon these lands, there was, then, in the pas- 
sage of the bills a contract between those who should occupy the lands and 
the Government that they would pay for the same a sum equal to the amount 
which the Government should expend in obtaining the lands for their bene- 
fit. In each act providing for settlement upon such lands the price per acre 
to be pea was clearly stated and well understood by every settler who 
locate — the land, and thus not an implied but a specific contract was, 
in the o on of the 5 entered into Dy io settler with the Gov- 
ernment to pay the stipula price for the land which he thus entered upon 
before receiving a patent therefor. 


that will 
colved Loss to 
— received I eottlore : Remarks. 
ers under settlers are mar 
4 3 to q 30, ved X 
w when ymen 
all lands = 
have been 
disposed oi 5 
i 
$423, 300 ja $7,000. 00 $416,300.00 The Cherokee Indians were also 
i for ceding their rights 
lands. Amount inclu 
in item Cherokee Outlet.“ 
172,375 a4 1, 000. 00 171, 875.00 Do. b 
455, 670 | 52, 000. 00 408, 670.00 | Cost of cession includes amount 
aco Crock. Indians for these 
258, 785 a 90, 000. 00 228, 785.00 Do.b 
885,344 |a 35,000.00 850,344.00 | Cost of cession includes amount 
1 Seminole Indians 
‘or these lands. b 
5,250, 843 | 3, 000. 00 | 5, 247, 843. 00 Cost ot cession includes amount 
pai to Creek, Seminole, and 
wotaw and Chickasaw Indians 
for these lands.b 
127,500 None. 127, 500.00 | Cost of cession includes am: 
755 Creek Indians for 
614, 235 None. 614,235.00 | Cost of cession is amont paid 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Indiang 
for these lands. The 3 
eee 
ni or fu- 
ture determination by courts as 
to amount to be paid Wichita 
Indians. 


85, 789, 263 | 446,256.14 | 35,843,006. 80 


i 
ts from the Spans of lands in the several reservations in Oklahoma, and while the amounts apportion, 
t the aggregate receipts from all of the reservations is approximately correc 0 


to settlement and entry is due to reservations for schools, etc. | 
ucad by so much asmay bo reee ved in payment for commutation of homestead entries if any of tho settlers elect to commute 


|! 
l 


It is poaa not too much to say that not one of the ents made 
with the Indians ing their lands would have been ratified, and not an act 
em for settlement would have been passed if it had not been 


The obligation of the settler to pay the Government the price stipulated ig 
as definite, well understood, and 


laws, 
and med upon the demand 
of the settlers, it was right that another policy should be adopted. The 
attractive idea of free homes for the peepi was all yery well while the Gov- 
ernment had lands acquired for tical and territorial reasons which it 
could donate to them. The pu of 160 acres and the donation of the 
same to a citizen is entirely another thing, and can be justified, in tho opinion 
of the unde: ed, upon no consideration of pace policy or governmental 
duty. As we might the Government be called upon to buy lands from indi- 
vidual owners or syndicates and donate them as free homes to settlers, as to 
be called upon to buy lands from the Indians for such purpose. As well may 
the Government be called upon to relinquish its debt to any other debtor 
who finds it inconyenient to pay, as to relinquish to the persons who have 
3 up these lands under contract the amount which they stipulated to pay 
‘or the same. 

The propriety and right of reimbursement of the Government for the sam 
paid in the extinguishment of Indian titles had been settled several years 
earlier than the passage of the first of these acts under consideration. In 
1880 Congress found it necessary in dealing with the Ute Indians in Colorado, 
as the result of serious disturbances which there occurred, to remove the 
frem contact with the citizens of Colorado. And accordingly an act wae. 

in 1880 providing for the uirement of 11,500,000 acres of land from 

e Ute Indian Reservation, upon the payment therefor of a large sum of 
Sage A somewhat un in amount, but estimated in the of the 
bill all the way from $1,250,000 to $4,000,000. The act in question provides 

y: 

That none of said lands, whether mineral or otherwise, shall be liable to 
entry and settlement under the p of the hom: law, but shall 
subject to cash entry only in accordance with existing law; and when sol 
the sof said sale shall be first sacredly 4 5 to reimbursing thé 
United States for all sums paid out or set a under this act by the Govern? 
ment for the benefit of said Indians, and then to be applied in r tor 
the lands at $1.25 por acre which may be ceded to them by the States 
outside of their reservation, in pursuance of t. And the re- 
mainder, if any. shall be deposited in the Treasury as now provided by la 
for the benefit of the said Indians, in the proportion hereinbefore stated, an 
the interest thereon shall be distributed annually to them in the same man- 
ner as the funds provided for in this act.“ 

The homes act was in 1862. Up to 1880, therefore, a period 
eighteen years, it — 9 — to the lands embraced in the public domain, lan 
which, as has already been said, were not purchased for the purpose of furs 
nishing homes to our people. In 1880 another policy was adopted with refer- 
ence to the lands which the Government might purchase from the Ind 
and that policy has been s y adhered to for sixteen years, There iš 
nothing inconsistent or discriminating in these two policies. H 

The passage of this bill will not only relinquish to the Seren of sai 
Indian lands the amount which Sey have agreed to pay for the same, but 
will establish the principle that in all future 5 of Indian titles 


this agreemen 
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the Government shall pay for the same from the money raised by taxation of 
the whole people, and then donate the lands thus acquired to individuals. 
Aside from being indefensible upon principle, the amount involved, it will 
be seen, is very much larger than any estimate heretofore made. 

O. H. PLATT. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, the bill now under consider- 
ation, asamended by the Committee on Indian Affairs, provides that 
the lands embraced in Indian reservations where the Indian title 
has been extinguished since 1889 shall be subject tu entry under the 
homestead law, and where the homesteader resides upon the land for 
five years, making it his continuous home and exclusive residence, 
he shall receive title to the same upon paying the land-office fee, 
no other payment being required. Under existing law these home- 
steaders are required to pay to the Treasury of the United States 
not only the fees, but also the price per acre which the Indians 
receiyed for the land when their title was extinguished. This 

rice ranges from 50 cents to $3.75 an acre. These lands are, 
owever, subject to entry under the mineral laws of the United 
States where there is mineral. 

This bill does not affect that provision, but ia 8 that the 
land shall be purchased as other mineral land. It also provides 
that these lands may be entered under the town-site law, and that 
payment shall be made if so entered. It also provides that wher- 
ever any settler, having taken a homestead upon these lands, 
chooses to prove up and pay for the same after fourteen months’ 
res dence, he shall pay the Indian price, but where he resides upon 
the land the full five years, that residence and occupation and cul- 
tivation shall be equivalent to payment. The bill is therefore 
restoring these lands to entry under the homestead law and mak- 
ir g its provisions apply to them the same as they have been applied 
to all the vast area which has been occupied by American citizens 
during the last thirty or forty years under the provisions of that 
act, 

in fact, Mr. President, it has not been the custom of the Goy- 
ernment to hold its public domain for the purpose of revenue, 
to strive to see how much money can be acquired on it, but, on 
the contrary, it has been the custom of the Government to extin- 
guish the foreign and Indian title. to dispose of the land, and to 
encourage its occupation and settlement by the people of this 
country. 

1 think the first homestead law passed by this Government was 
in the closing days of the last century, in 1795. In the early days 
of the Republic the public lands were disposed of by direct act of 
Congress. A settlement of people existed on the Ohio River near 
the Big Sandy River. Congress passed an act setting out 24,000 
acres of land and providing that it should be divided amongst 
those settlers and patents issued to them on condition that within 
five years after the survey and allotment of the land they should 
take up their residences upon the allotments and reside continu- 
ously thereon for five years, and that if they failed to do so the 
title should revert to the Government. 

Before the passage of the original homestead law in 1862, the 
Government had disposed by grants to individuals of more than 
15,000,000 acres of the public domain. Beginning with the very 
earliest days of our history that has been followed up by the grant 
of 63,000,000 acres for military services in the different wars in 
which we have been engaged, 

We have donated 30,000,000 acres for educational purposes to 
the different States, and also made other large grants to aid in the 
construction of canals and public works of different kinds, the 
building of roads, etc. 

So it has been the policy of the Government to use its lands to 
develop and build up a new country. The theory of the home- 
stead law was that if a man would go forward into the wilderness 
beyond civilization. beyond schools, where there were no roads, 
take his fanily, cultivate the soil and make it his permanent home, 
that would be regarded as equivalent to payment, and he should 
be entitled to the land. 

This policy has been pursued since 1862 up to 1889, and the great 
States of the West have been built up underit. Millionsof acres 
of public land have been disposed of. During the dark days of 
the war, in 1862, this Government was not too poor to encourage 
the occupation of the public domain by the hardy pioneers, and 
Uncle Sam was willing to give to each man a home who would 
go forward and subdue the wilderness. It seems to me at this 
late day to change this policy is turning back. Perhaps, Mr. 
President, it is in accord with the economic interest of the age 
that we should turn back, for already our census shows that 52 
per cent of our people are without homes; already our census 
shows that the property of this country is accumulated in the 
hands of less than 250,000 people. The objection to this meas- 
ure seems to come from that locality in this country where the 
people live who own the wealth; but I doubt, Mr. President, if 
it is wise to check the effort of our people to become indepen- 
dent landowners, and I believe that that policy, inaugurated 
nee approved in the past, is one that we should pursue in the 

uture. - 


In the early days of this country President Jackson, in his 
annual message to Congress in 1832, said: . 

The wealth and strength of a country are in its ulation, and the best 
part of the population are the cultivators of the soil. Independent farmers. 
are everywhere the basis of society and the true friends of liberty. * * 
To put an end forever to all partial and interested legislation on the subject, 
and to afford 5 American citizen of enterprise the opportunity of secur-! 
ing an independent freehold, it seems to me, therefore, t to abandon the 
idea of raising a future revenue out of the public lands. 

Now, Mr. President, we do not propose to change the policy 
which has heretofore existed as to the disposal of the public 1 
but we do propose by this legislation to make that policy apply to 
those areas recently purchased. 7 

I want to say, in this connection, that hope of revenue from this 
source, if this bill does not pass, will be a disappointment. These 
lands are in the semiarid area of this couutry, where the rainfall 
is inadequate to produce crops for more than half of the seasons. 
These people went out upon these lands believing that they were 
like the lands of Iowa, 8 and Illinois, fit to be cut up 
into small farms; but they have found that it is impossible to 
raise the money to pay for them. 

I wiil review very briefly, Mr. President, the reservations in my 
own State. Take the Great Sioux Reservation. Eight and one- 
half million acres were opaned up to settlement under the pro- 
visions of the homestead law in 1889, but only 700,000 acres have 
been entered. The remainder of that land is high prairie, the 
ridges between the streams only fit for grazing, and will not be 
entered under any provisions of the homestead law. By the 
sage of this legislation we can relieve and retain in that count: 
the people who have already entered 700,000 acres; but if you fai 
to pass it, you simply drive them from their homes to crowd the 
ranks of the idle and unoccupied people all over this country. 
They can not produce upon those lands money enough to pay for 
them. But those people who are there have begun to raise stock. 
While agriculture does not flourish, they have begun to store 
water from the storms and to raise gardens, and if they arerelieved 
from the payment required from them under existing law they 
will remain there to develop and build up thatcountry; butif the 
Government forecloses its claim upon these people, it will simply 
drive them from their homes. You can drive them from their 
homes on the land they now occupy, and the rest of these reser- 
vations will be simply occupied by the great cattle kings, whose 
cattle already roam over that land. No one will buy the land, as 
the Senator from Minnesota suggests. If the Government wishes 
to dispose of that land to obtain revenue for it, then you must 
make some other provision than the provisions of the homestead 
law; you must make provision for its appraisal and for its sale. 
If the Government is ready to adopt that policy in order to acquire 
revenue, you must lease the land for the only purpose for which 
it is fit to be used. 

The report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office fig- 
ures the revenue from these reservations as between four and five 
million dollars; while, on the contrary, the revenue will be prac- 
tically nothing. The people who live there will leave and no 
others will come under the provisions of the homestead law. It 
is for these people that I plead. 

Mr. President, the counties adjoining these reservationsin my 
State lost 18,000 in population between the years 1890 and 1895. 
While the State itself gained slightly in population, the people 
left the lands in the vicinity of these reservations because they 
were mortgaged and unable to pay the interest. 

I recollect an incident which occurred there. A citizen of the 
State of New Hampshire held a mortgage of $600 on a quartee 
section of these lands near the Great Sioux Reservation. Hr 
thought he would go out to the Dakotas, as the debtor had failed 
to pay the interest for two years, to see what was the trouble. 
This citizen of New Hampshire visited my State, drove 12 
miles from the railroad station to see the farm upon which he 
held a mortgage and of which he was very liable to become the 
proprietor. He found a small house, one story in height, with 
two rooms, and a sod barn near by, three cows picketed out and 
grazing not far away, a young woman, and two young children. 
He drove up and asked the name of the residents, and found it 
was the place he was looking for. He asked the lady where her 
husband was. She said he was away working for one of the 
neighbors, but she would send one of the children for him, which 
she did. When the man came, the visitor told him that he was 
the person who held the mortgage on his land, and said, “ should 


like to know when you can pay me the interest.” The settler 
said, “I think if we have two or three good crop rs I can pay 
up the back interest.” The gentleman from New hire ‘oan 


asked if this was all the property the man had, who NA ied, ‘‘ Yes; 
this is all I have. I have just this quarter section of land, these 
three cows, a few chickens, a pair of horses, and some farm 
machinery which I have not paid for yet.” The New Hampshire 
man then asked the settler if he could stay there and work it out. 
“ Yes,” was the reply, I think I will stay and try to do it. 
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The gentleman from New Hampshire then took the papers out of 
his pocket, turned them over to the settler, and said. If you can 
stay here and support your family, you will have no occasion to 
Ee mortgage.” 

. President, you can go into the State of South Dakota and 
into the western portion of Nebraska and into Kansas and buy these 
lands for less than the Indian price. Take the best lands in my 
State which are open to settlement—the Sisseton and Wahpeton 
Indian reservations. On these reservations we opened for settle- 
ment about 550,000 acres. About one-half has been taken byactual 
settlers, who have been trying to make homes and make a living. 
They began in 1891. Five years have expired. Wehave extended 
the time for them to make payment for the lands, but they are 
unable to Pay. The price is $2.50 an acre. Each settler must pro- 
duce $400. He can not borrow the money at any bank in the State 
and he can not borrow $100 a quarter section from anybody in 
New England. This bill must pass or those people will leave 
that reservation and give up the struggle, and I think they would 
be wise to do it, for they can go 50 or 100 miles and purchase lands 
for a dollar or a dollar and a quarter an acre from the people of the 
East who have been obli to take up the lands by mortgage 
foreclosure from hom ers who had previously e the effort 
to pay for them and had failed. 

have received a telegram to-day from people on this reserva- 
tion, which reads: 

l fail t of 
2 ĩͤ vv TE up: OAOA ia bes Gon ears TROE 
Statement mailed delayed by storm. 

So I have not received it. Thesimple question now is, whether 
we shall drive those people from their lands or whether we shall 
give them an opportunity to remain there. There is no chance 

a revenue to be derived from it. 

Before I allude to the map, to which I desire to call the atten- 

tion of the Senate, I wish to make some reference to the minority 


rt. 
. ALLEN. IL should like to ask the Senator to explain more 
fully who it is that says that four millions and a half of revenue 
can be derived from this land, and whether if can be derived 
annually, and in what manner? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Isuppose the Senator refers to the Sioux 
Reservation, which is opened to settlement, and lies partly in 
North and South Dakota and Nebraska. 

The diagram furnished in the minority report of the committee 
comes from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and 
with it he says: 

Loss to the United States, if settlers are relieved from payment, $4,624,000. 

Mr. ALLEN. How? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Of course that is based upon the idea that 
that land will all be taken up by homesteaders, that they will live 
there five years, and then pay money for it, which, of course, 
is absolutely impossible and never can occur. After seven years 
but 700,000 acres of these lands have been taken, and those are 
lands along the streams where there is water, the best of all of 
them. The rest of the land can not be occupied by homestead 
3 for they will not produce crops which support a 


y- 

Mr. PLATT. May Iask the Senator a question? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Certainly. 

Mr. PLATT. There were a little over 9,000,000 acres of the 
Great Sioux Reservation, said to be eight million and a half, opened 
to settlement or entry. I suppose it will be admitted that the 
Government will have to pay 50 cents an acre for those lands, 
somehow. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Anyhow; and it has to do it right away. 

Mr. PLATT. That is $4,000,000, is it not? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. There are 8,550,000 acres. 
= W Four million two hundred and fifty thousand 

o } 

Mr. PETTIGREW. That is true. The Government made an 
agreement with these Indians by which it promised ten years 

er the treaty was ratified to pay 50 cents an acre for the land 
not taken by settlers, and as it is nearly all vacant and untaken, 
the Government will have to pay the for it, as the ten 
years have nearly expired. 

I wish to call attention to another fact. This land was bought 
from Indians who received it in compensation for the lands 
which they yielded in Minnesota, Iowa, and Nebraska, and it is 
pesto the purchase price of the lands in those States which have 

given to homesteaders. 

Mr. PLATT. I merely referred to that point to answer the 

uestion of the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN] as to how 

Government could lose that amount of revenue. It will have 
to gy for it. 

. PETTIGREW. The Government has to pay for it any 
way. It makes no difference whether or not the settlers pay for 
it. I will read to the Senator, if he desires, the provision of the 
law in regard to that subject. 


Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator from South Dakota permit me? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. I wish to ask the Senator from Connecticut a 
question. If the Government takes back the lands—and it will 
be compelled to take them.back; that is all there is to it—from 
what source is it likely to derive any revenue after they are taken 
back? What are you going to do then? 

Mr. PLATT. nator from South Dakota says the Goy- 
ernment can not get any revenue; that it can not sell or dispose of 
the lands. 

Mr. ALLEN. I, too, say you can not get any revenue. I say 
those lands are not only semiarid, but arid. Ordinarily they are 
not worth 15 cents a quarter section outside of their use for graz- 
ae porpora; 

. PLATT. Then it will not help anybody to pass the bill 
except a few settlers already on the land? 

Mr. ALLEN, Except a few people who are on this land, trying 
to make a living, and who are making a precarious sort of living. 
If they are not relieved, you will throw them on the balance of 
the nation to be supported in some form. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. That is it exactly. 

Mr. ALLEN. And they would be self-supporting in their way 
if they 5 to go on and make a pioneer struggle. 

Mr. STE ART. Are these lands similar to those in western 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Yes. 

Mr. STEWART. I had occasion in connection with a commit- 
tee to make an investigation there some years ago with a view to 
irrigation. I ascertained that there had been three sets of settlers. 
When there was a year, when there was rain, a large num- 
ber of settlers would go out. Then there would be drought for five 
or six years,and the settlers would have to be taken away, and 
they were taken away by contributions of benevolent people, and 
large tracts of land were abandoned. Then, again, there would be 
a rainy season or two, and the railroads would represent that 
there was a chance for settlement there, and another set of settlers 
would go upon the land. They would have to leave in the same 
way. There were three attempts in the course of the precedin 
years to settle a vast region of land—and I presume ple wi 
continue to make such attempts—but they were not able to sup- 

rt their families and stay there. Some of them even starved to 
death. The distress was very great among those who attempted 
to make homes there. 

Now, if these are similar lands, and anybody is trying to live 
upon them, it seems to me the United States had better let the 
settlers stay there, because there is no possibility of their paying 
anything to the Government. The Government will get nothing 
in any event if they are similar lands, and I understand they are, 
to the lands in western Kansas, where I spent several weeks 
investigating the irrigation question, for I am satisfied those lands 
will never be worth a cent. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. President—— 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I yield to the Senator from Montana. 

Mr. CARTER. The chairman of the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs yields tome. I will ask him to state whether it is not a fact 
that the Indians from whom these various lands have been from 
time to time 3 7 the Government are under the control 
of and dependent on the Federal Government for support, and if 
those titles were extinguished by and through the pure would 
not the Government, without the intervention of any transaction, 
be compelled to appropriate money directly from the Treasury 
for the support of those Pouce 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Th 
statement. Further than that, the Government has already paid 
for nearly all these reservations. In the case of the Sioux Reserva- 
tion a payment is yet to be made. Itis notavery large payment. 
Three million dollars has already been deposited in the nry, 
and at the end of ten years after the ratification of the treaty, 
which will occur in 1899, the Government will be obliged, whether 
or not it disposes of any of the lands, to pay the remainder of the 
money tothose people; to put it in the Treasury, where it will bear 
interest for all time for their benefit. 

I wish to state, in reference to the remarks of the Senator from 
Nevada [Mr. Stewart], that I have here a table of the western 
counties of Kansas—there are twelve or thirteen counties—showing 
the population in 1887 and the 18 in 1896. The population 
of those counties has fallen off 60,000 during that time. That num- 
ber of people have moved away. The remainder can stay there 
and make homes in that country—inasmuch as they can graze 
cattle on the lands that the other people abandoned, because Sai 
were mortgaged, because they could not pay the interest, m 
less ppa eir families. i 

Mr. YE. What percentage is that? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. It is 60.000 ont of 101,000. 

Mr. PLATT. Sy thousand people have gone? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. They have gone. ere were 101,000, 
leaving 41,000 people in that country. They can remain; but when 


ere is no question that that is a correct 


1897. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


495 


we undertook to settle that country and put a man on each quar- 
ter section it was impossible for them to stay there. Those who 
are left in western Kansas irrigate small tracts of land, the same 
as people do in my State, and graze cattle on the surrounding 
unoccupied country. > $ 

If we wish toget revenue eut of the sale of Indian reservations, 
we shall have to change our policy. We shall have to appraise 
the lands and sell them for what they will bring. The area of the 

ublic domain fit for homestead entry has ey disappeared. 

e provide for the entry of lands under the desert-land act in the 
arid regions of the country where there is water, and we do not 

retend to say that it is possible to occupy the land under the 
homestead law. So it is with nearly all the lands embraced within 
the provisions of the proposed law. : 

I wish to call attention to some 3 of the minority report. 
The burden of the report is that the Government can not afford 
it; that it can not spare the money; that it must wring it out of 
these poor people if we can get it. Perhaps, Mr. President, that 
would be very well if we could get it, but Shylock was unable to 
collect his claim, and we shall equally unable to collect this 
one. In the first place, the report goes on to say that there are 
other treaties with other tribes for ratification, and it rather inti- 
mates that if the pending bill passes, then the other bilis will not 
be considered favorably; that these Indian reservations will con- 
tinue as such. Isuppose, forever. I propose to look intothat branch 
of the case for a moment. : 

The Senator says we are negotiating, and so we are to-day, with 
several Indian tribes for the cession of their small reservations. 
The area of the reservations for which we are negotiating embraces 
so small a portion of the public domain that I will not enter into 
that question in particular, but I will state that, as far as Iam con- 
33 when those treaties come in for ratification, I shall be decid- 
edly in favor of changing the policy of the Government in regard 
to disposing of lands thus acquired. I think the water should be 
saved; I think the timber lands shonld be reserved from sale for- 
ever. I think the timber should be sold, only the ripe trees being 
cut; that agents of the Government should be putin charge tosee 
that when the trees are cut down new trees are planted In their 
places and the forests 5 and preserved from sale; that the 
sources of the water should be taken charge of, and the lands that 
can be reached by water disposed of under some provision by 
which it will be possible to inhabit that country. 

The minority also say there are bills pending before the com- 
mittee which will be affected by this 1 ation, and the first one 
named is an agreement with the e Mountain band of the 
Chippewa Indians in the State of North Dakota. If 5 
ment is ratified, and it ought to be ratified by Congress, it will not 
be affected by this legislation, for that treaty does not provide 
that the lands shall be sold and the proceeds applied to the Reis coat 
of the Indians. It simply provides for extinguishing the Indian 
title to those lands in North Dakota, many of which have already 
been disposed of under the homestead law and other land laws of 
the United States. Those lands were opened 7 to settlement 
without making an agreement with those people. Now, the agree- 
ment which is made proposes to pay them about 10 cents an acre 
and exti ish their title, and it ought to be done. But there is 
no provision for selling the lands under the homestead law or 
otherwise, and very many of them have already passed out of the 
control of the United States. 

The next agreement which the minority sayis here for ratifica- 
tion is one for Med oo aas rN ma River Reservation in Wyo- 
ming. is, is the purchase ofa very large spring, supposed 
to have medical properties. A small tract of land is to remain as 
a public park if the treaty is ratified, and the land is not to be 
opened to settlement or disposed of at all. 

The next ment is one with the Kiowas, Comanches, and 
Apaches of 0 oma Territory. I understand it relates to a 
tract of land which has already been purchased from other 
Indians, and now these Indians come in and claim they have 
some right to it. r 

LATT. Oh, no; it is a very large tract of land now in 
possession of the Indi and largely rented to cattlemen. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator from Connecticut says I am 
mistaken about it. If that is the case, then the question as to 
how we shall dispose of those lands will come up when the treaty 
is ratified. It has no bearing npor this question whatever. 

The Pend d'Oreille or Cali Reservation in Washington con- 
¡tains about a township of land, and is hardly worth considering; and 
those are 8 which are pending before the committee. 

Now, Mr. ent, we have pursued the policy of disposing of 
these lands under the homes law from 1862 up to 1839. The 
88 that policy was changed in 1880, when we purchased 
certain of the Ute Indians in Colorado. That is not the fact. 
That provision did not change the policy, for under that treaty the 
lands were not to be opened for settlement under the homestead 
law or to be disposed of under the public-land laws of the United 
States, but a special provision was inserted for the sale of those 


lands and the appropriation of the proceeds for the benefit of the 
Indians. As those lands were largely arid lands, mineral lands, 
it was a wise provision, and ought to be considered in the future. 
The minority intimate that since 1880 we have changed the policy, 
practically repealed the homestead law, and that reservations since 
3 have been opened only under a provision requiring the 
settler to pay for his homestead after he had already paid for it by 
conquering the wilderness. 

Let us see. In 1888 the Government purchased from the Black- 
feet Indians in Montana 17,570,000 acres of land, and paid $4,300,000 
for it without any provision whatever for reimbursement; and the 
Government paid four times what it was worth at that. It is 
grazed over to-day and undisposed of, and it will continue to be 

over and will never be dis of under the homestead 

aw. Although it is open to settlement under the homestead law, 

nobody will occupy it, and there is no provision requiring pay- 
ment. 

We purchased, March 20, 1889, 2,000,000 acres of land of the 
Seminole Indians in Oklahoma, and it cost $2,000,000. We opened 
that land to homestead settlement without any provision in regard 
to repayment when the settler lived for five years upon the land. 
In 1882 we purchased 1,553,000 acres of the Crow tribe in Mon 
at a cost of about $1,000,000. These purchases between 1882 an 
1889 te 21,000,000 acres, costing the Government $7,300,000. 
Most of the land was purchased in 1888 and 1889, and we threw 
it open to settlement under the homestead law, without any pro- 
vision as to payment. 

Mr. President, aside from the lands in Montana, the lands in 
North Dakota and Sonth Dakota, the lands in Minnesota, the 
remainder of the lands affected by the provisions of the proposed 
law are located in the western part of Oklahoma, and almost the 
same conditions apply to those ds, at least they apply to most 
of them, that apply to lands on the Great Sioux Reservation in 
South Dakota. 

These lands were purchased from the Indians and opened to settle- 
ment, requiring the settler, after residing five years, to pay $2.50 an 
acre for those lands east of the nmety-seventh meridian, and $1.50 
an acre for the lands west of that meridian. Two-thirds of those 
lands are grazing lands. It is true there was wild excitement; 
that thousands of people rushed into that country. They supposed 
that because it was an Indian reservation it must be more valu- 
able. The 3 gs in both Houses of Con tended to 
excite among the homeless people of this country the feeling that 
perhaps there was a region where they could thrive and prosper. 
Our own acts, E the Army should be used to prevent 
people from es at country until a certain day, when a 
proclamation should be issued; the talk in the Senate; the talk in 
committees, in order to boom the price and get as much as they 
could on the part of the exceedingly shrewd Cherokee Indians; the 
statement often made that they could sell the land for $5 an acre 
and that a syndicate was ready to take it, in order to get a good 
5 out of Congress, excited people in this country, and they 

rush in. 

How did they rush in? If you had required that they should 
pay for the land in advance—and the same remark will apply to 
the reservations in my State—these homeless ple could not 
have made the payment, and therefore they would not have gone. 
But if the land were fertile, they hoped at the end of five years to 
produce enough to make the payment. So we trapped them, as it 
were, into the purchase, by giving them five years of time in 
which to raise the money. ey have gone upon theland. The 
have taken their families. They have taken what they ha 
They have mortgaged their personal property, everything that is 
movable, in order to sustain life. They have just to learn 
how to make a living on those semiarid lands; to learn to store 
such of the water as they can store to irrigate their gardens; to 
learn to raise and graze stock, and eke out an existence. In the 
past two years they have come to 8 and asked for an 
extension of the time in which they should make this payment, 
and we have granted it; and yet conditions do not improve. 

It will ba absolutely impossible for the people upon those lands 
for years to come, until they have accumulated capital, to earn 
more than a living, or to make any payment whatever to the Gov- 
ernment. I believe that for those people it is the better and wiser 
policy on the part of the Government of the United States to give 
them their homes than it is to drive them from them, and that is 
all that can be accomplished if the pending bill shall be defeated. 

Mr. ALLEN. How many acres have been taken? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I do nct know. The statement of the 
Land Department does not show just the number of acres which 
have been taken. In Oklahoma the area is large, covering quite 
a large portion of the reservations purchased, but in my State the 
area is not large. On one reservation it is about 250,000 acres; 
on another, 700,000 acres, and on another, the Yankton Reserva- 
tion, which was opened recently, about 80,000 acres. The re- 
mainder in my State, which covers an area of between mine and 
nine and a half ion acres, is still unoccupied. 
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Mr. TELLER. One million acres out of about 9,000,000 acres? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. One million out of 10,000,000 acres, al- 
though those reservations have been open to settlement for the 
last six or seven years. 

I have had prepared a map, which I hope Senators will observe. 
It shows the original area of the United States, the purchase from 
Spain, the purchase from France, the annexation of Texas, and the 
two purchases from Mexico, Any Senator can readily see that in 
those purchases from foreign governments most of the lands dis- 

of under the homestead law are included—the great States of 
the West, Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Minne- 
sota, Kansas, Nebraska, and the two Dakotas, and so on west to the 
Pacific Ocean. In addition tothe purchases from foreign nations, 
we have purchased from Indian tribes in this country very much 
more than is shown on this map. 

I haye had drawn upon the map a line showing the average an- 
nual rainfall. The east line on the map shows that the average 
rainfall is 30 inches along that line. The next line shows that the 
average rainfall is 20 inches. Theaverage rainfall then decreases 
from the first line to the second line. From the second line to the 
third line the rainfall decreases from 20 inches to 15 inches per 
annum. 

Now, between those two lines lies nearly every acre of land af - 
fected by the proposed legislation, and everyone who has investi- 
patoa the subjectat all knows that an average rainfall of less than 

to 30 inches is insufficient to mature crops. 

Mr. DAVIS. What is the rainfall in the great space? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. In the great space between the two lines, 
marked 15, is the arid region of the United States, and the rainfall 
there is from none at all to 15 inches. Vast areas of that country 
have from 5 to 10 inches of rainfall. There are some mountain 
peaks and 1 8 of timber at high altitudes where the rainfall is 

eater, That country is almost entirely undisposed of. The only 

arge reservation outside of this area where the rainfall is from 15 

to 30 inches, and where it is insufficient to mature crops, is the 
Crow Reservation in Montana, which is in a region where the rain- 
fall is less than 10 inches. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator permit me to direct his atten- 
tion to the fact that the rainfall, even where it amounts to 18 or 
20 inches, does not come at the season of the year that would 
mature crops? It comes early in the spring, leaving the crops 
half grown, and they are withered up by the sun and the atmos- 
phere afterwards. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Thatis undoubtedly true, and from that 
fact arises another, that it does mature a scanty growth of ver 
excellent grass. Those lands are excellent for grazing, althoug 
it takes several acres to maintain one animal. Therefore they 
are not adapted, except in very small areas, to homestead settle- 
ment. 

The Fort Berthold Reservation in North Dakota was opened to 
settlement in 1890, and still the Government has not sold one acre 
of it yet. The report of the minority of the committee shows that 
not an acre of that land has been 2 1 ore of. Tho report also 
shows that although those reservations have been opened to settle- 
ment from 1889 up to the present time, the total receipts of the 
Government from all of them have been $446,000, and most of that 
sum has come from the sale of town sites in Oklahoma and from 
settlers who have commuted lands where there were, perhaps, 
valunble water rights. Wherever there is a valuable water right 
the homesteader would go in and prove up and sell it to cattle- 
1 7 who use it to water the cattle that graze upon the adjoining 

ands. 

This is not the propa method to pursue if we wish to ee 
revenue from the disposal of those lands, If the pending is 
not passed, and we undertake to dispose of those lands under the 
provisions of existing law, the revenue from homesteaders, in my 
opinion, will not exceed two and a half million dollars, and even 
that sum will not be realized for several years. The revenue from 
other sources, from the dis of the lands for town sites, from 
the disposal of mineral lands—for these smaller reservations in the 
western portion are mostly mineral, and therefore not subject to 
homestead entry—will not exceed five or six million dollars more. 
In other words, we must change the policy if it is the desire of the 
Government to obtain revenue. In the meantime, it seems to me 
the only wise thing we can do is to relieve these ee who are 
regis cary aloe maintain a foothold in this country. t us give 
them the land they now occupy and allow them to go on and try to 
maintain homes. If it is thought desirable that another method 
of disposing of the remainder of the land shall be adopted, I shall 
be glad to assist in its adoption. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
ache is on agreeing to the 

mmittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MILLS. I suggest the want of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The absence of a quorum being 
suggested, the Secretary will call the roll, 


Mr. SEWELL in the chair). The 
t amendment repo by the 


The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators 
answered to their names: 


Allen, Davis, Martin, Sherman, 
Bacon, Frye, Mills Shoup, 
Berry, Gear, Mitchell, Wis. Stewart, 
Brice, Gordon, orrill, Teller, 
Brown, Gray. Murphy, Tillman, 
Burrows, Harris, Turple, 
Call, Hawley, Peffer, Vi 
Carter, Hill, Pettigrew, Wal 
Chandler, Jones, Ark. Platt, Wetmore, 
hilton Lodge, Pugh, te. 
Cockrell, McBride, Roach, 

om, McMillan, Sewell, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Forty-six Senators have answered 
to their names. A quorum is present. 

Mr. PETTIGRE Mr. President, I desire to add to my re- 
marks extracts upon this subject from the platforms of the polit- 
ical parties of last year. The Republican platform adopted at St. 
Louis, under the head of Homesteads,” contains this paragraph: 
CCF. 

u a * 
eee 9 gach os has l passed Do: ETONG ‘and is pant pend- 
ing in the Senate. 

Mr. FRYE. What measure is that? This bill of yours? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Yes, sir; this bill of mine. 

Mr. PLATT. About a third of it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Which platform does the Senator from 
South Dakota admire the most? 

ei PETTIGREW. Iadmire the Democratic platform far the 
most. 

Mr. CULLOM. Let us hear it. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. But Ishould judge that my New England 
friends do not care to stand on any p tform. 

The Democratic platform, adopted at Chicago, reads as follows: 

The Democratic party believes in home rule and that all public lands of 


the United States shoal be appropriated to the establishment of free homes 
for American citizens. 


The People’s Party platform says: 


We demand that bona fide settlers on all public lands be granted free 
ace sap as 3 in the national homestead law, and that no exception 
made in the case of Indian reservations when opened for settlement, an 
that all lands not now patented come under this demand. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. President, from the fact that a number of 
citizens of the State I have the honor in part to represent are 
seriously interested in this bill, I ask the indulgence of the Senate 
a moment, to the end that I may make an explanation of the bill 
as we understand it. 

The bill does not propose to exempt from the payment of an 
legal dues persons entering lands under the laws of the Unite 
States relating to min lands, town sites, commutation of 
homestead entries, or, indeed, under any law under which prior 
to 1889 the payment of money was exacted. 

Between the time the Government was established under the 
Constitution and the ya 1889 the United States had paid out in 
the extinguishment of Indian title to lands west of the Alleghany 
Mountains about $400,000,000 in money. These disbursements 
were made in divers and sun ways, in some instances because 
of direct negotiations with the Indians for the surrender of title; 
in other instances by and through the distribution of annuities for 
the support of the Indians found in indigent circumstances here 
and there on the various reservations. 

Up to 1862 the policy 1 of selling the land thus acquired 
from the Indians at public auction. This policy led to the mos 
flagrant scandals ever 8 relative to the disposition o 
the public domain in this country. It led to the aggregation in 
the hands of 3 and individuals bent upon profit makin 
rather than the development of the country of large areas o 
land purchased at public auction. 

For the purpose of avoiding this abuse and giving a healthy 
growth to States and communities that were in embryo at that 
time, the homestead law was passed. One of the conditions of 
this law which could in no instance be waived was that the indi- 
vidual claiming its benefits should settle upon and continue to 
cultivate and improve the 160 acres of homestead land for at least 
five years. That statute constituted the basis of the upbuilding 
of the States of Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, the Dakotas, California— 
indeed, the mighty empire that now exists west of the great Mis- 
sissippi River, and much of the ge? east of that river as well. 

In 1865, I remember, the State of Illinois was a very sparsely 
settled country. I happened to move there in that year, as a boy, 
and I remember that the people were then suffering from the land 
speculations that had obtained at the time cash entries were in 
force by the Government, and public sales occurred. Under the 
homestead law the great State of Illinois became an imperial Com- 
monwealth in an incredibly short period of time. The same is 
true of Indiana and Missouri and the various States to which it 


applied. 
T Part all this period of time land was sold under the pre- 
emption law, under the town-site law, under the mineral laws, for 
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dless of the manner in 
which the Government acquired the title to the land, did the 
public policy of the United States as shown by our laws justify 
the collection of one dollar from the homestead settler who had 
resided upon his land for five years, except small office fees. This 


cash; but in no instance prior to 1889, 


homestead settler blazed the trail, built the first schoolhouse, built 
the country church, helped to establish government, law, and 
order in the wilderness and on the broad and inhospitable p ains. 
The Government gave to him his title to a quarter section of land, 
after the lapse of five years, as free as the summer air. He had 
earned it honestly, and it was wise policy to reward him with the 
well-earned title. 

In the year 1889 numerous Indian reservations were opened to 
settlement in the western and southwestern portions of the United 
States, Those reservations were purchased from the Indian tribes, 
and for the first time in the history of the Government an amend- 
ment was interjected requiring t the prospective homestead 
settler should reimburse the United States for the money paid out 
for the title. 

Let it be borne in mind that these titles were acquired from the 
wards of the Government, the Indian dependents on tlie reserva- 
tions. The United States rests under a moral obligation to feed, 
clothe, and, to the extent of its ability, educate these wards. It 
can not in the face of the civilized world renounce this duty, nor 
can it avoid its performance. Instead of appropriating money 
direct without any semblance of consideration received in return, 
for over one hundred years the Government has adhered to the 
per that the constant diminution of the Indian reservation is 

esirable, and that itis better for the Indian to feel that he is 
paying something to the Government for the food he receives 
rather than to feel at all times that he is a pauper, dependent upon 
the good will and generosity of the great father, the Govern- 
ment of the country. 

These Indians must be fed and clothed whether we ever get 
another acre of land from them or not. If these lands had not 
been A in 1889 and prior years, and the consideration 
agreed upon, we would baye re ly appropriated money from 
the public Treasury to feed, clothe, and maintain these wards of 
the nation independent of, and without regard to, the fiction of 
making a purchase of land from them. 

The purchase merely made them feel they were not paupers. 

Mr. PLATT. Why, Mr. President, we would not have had to 
feed the Five Tribes, from whom we bought all of the land which 
the bill as it passed the other House contemplated, I think. 

Mr. CARTER. The Five Tribes, as I understand it, have been 
for an indefinite period of time, since their transportation from 
points east of the Mississippi River, dependent upon the Govern- 
ment of the United States in one form and another. It is true 
they have leased their lands from time to time to ulators. 
The speculators have grazed stock upon the lands, and out of the 
revenue thus derived they have lived; but primarily the Govern- 
ment made provision for their maintenance, and has always been 
we, Pi to protect and look after them as a dependent race of 
people. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President — 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Montana 
yield to the Senator from South Dakota? 

Mr. CARTER. Certainly. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I wish to call the attention of the Senator 
to the fact that the lands occupied by the Five Civilized Tribes 
were purchased from France; that the Five Civilized Tribes lived 
east of the Mississippi River, and that these lands were given to 
them as the purchase price of other lands which we acquired of 
them and opened to homestead settlement. 

Mr. CARTER. Certainly. 

Mr. PLATT. The reason why I interrupted (perhaps I ought 
not to have done so) was because the statement was made that if 
we had not purchased these lands of the Indians we would have 
had to support them. These Oklahoma lands were purchased of 
the Five Civilized Tribes, although they were not occupying them. 
The lands to which the bill as it passed the House refers are the 
lands which were purchased from the Five Civilized Tribes. We 
were not supporting them; we should not have supported them; 
we should not have paid them anything for subsistence, or any- 
thing of the sortif we had not bought the lands, so far as the 
Oklahoma lands are concerned. 

Mr. CARTER. There is manifestly a misunderstanding on the 
part of the Senator. The Five Civilized Tribes, so called, cccupy 
whatis known as the Indian Territory. They have a government 
of their own, and the highest development of tribal relationship, 
I believe, existing outside of the State of New York among the 
Seneca Indians. The Indians from whom we purchased the Ter- 
ritory known as Oklahoma are, I insist, measurably dependent 
upon the proceeds of the lands sold for a livelihood. 

Mr. PLATT. We purchased the Territory of Oklahoma from 
the Cherokees—the Cherokee Outlet was a large portion of it 
and from the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles, prin- 
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cipally. There was some purchased from the Sac and Fox, and, 
some from minor tribes, but the great bulk of it was purchased 
from those I have named. 

Mr. CARTER. A complication arose relative to the title of 
that country. The Cheyennes, Arapahoes, and other Indians 
claimed supremacy over the land opened. A portion of the Five 
Civilized Tribes, on the other hand, asserted somesort of title. A 
compromise was made and some payment made to each. The 
details of that matter need not be gone into. The fact is that the 
Indians, the Indians of the Northwest, all of the Indian tribes of 
this country outside of the State of New York and the Indian 
Territory proper, have been dependent 775 the Government of 
the United States. The appropriation bills passed here from time 
to time will demonstrate that fact. ji 7 

Mr. TELLER. They draw $,000,000 a year. 

Mr. CARTER. These Indians draw in one shape and another 
from the Treasury, either chargeable totheir own funds or directly 
drawn from the public funds, about $8,000,000 per year for their 
general support in fuel, food, clothing, and farming implements, 

Mr. TELLER. If the Senator from Montana will allow me 
they draw between seven and eight million dollars, peg wget of 
oe own funds, directly from the Government of the United 
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Mr. FRYE. The Maine tribes take care of themselyes. There 
are two tribes in Maine, 

Mr. TELLER. The trouble with the Maine tribes is that you 
killed most of them off so early that the Government did not have 
much of a burden. 

Mr. CARTER. They were not educated up to the matter of 
getting into the Treasury just then. 

Now, the question arises, Shall we at this time, when all of the 
land between the two oceans belonging to the public domain upon 
which the rainfall is adequate to raise a crop has been taken up 
and appropriated, when the only remaining land subject to home-_ 
stead on the continent rests in the arid or semiarid region, insist 
upon a nange of a policy which has obtained since 1862 with 
reference to the administration of the homestead law? We insist 
that since the Government extinguished the Indian title to Mli- 
nois, Iowa, Minnesota, the Dakotas, Kansas, Nebraska, and other 
States South and West, and let the homestead law operate freely 
there without price, it is hardly just to those who remain now on 
the fringes of the mountains in the arid belt to suffer under oner- 
ous burdens not heretofore imposed. 

The insistence by the Government upon the extortion of this fee 
will result in what? In compelling the unfortunate who desires 
ultimately to acquire title to give a mortgage to the country banker 
or money lender. I will rantee to-day there is not one in fift; 
of the homesteaders in Oklahoma who has a particle of person 
property which is not subject to a chattel mortgage paying from 

to 3 per cent a month interest. That is true of these homestead- 
ers as a rule. They go into a new country without means, with- 
out financial connections, with the burden of a large family to 
start with, with a hard line of difficulties to meet and overcome, 
with no means of reaching the market except as the railroads are 
built in and new avenues of trade are opened up. Itisa hard lot, 
indeed, on the whole. The Delegate from the Territory of Okla- 
homa tells me that there are quite 40,000 people living in frail 
cabins, clay dugouts, or sod houses in that Territory to-day. I 
will guarantee that of the 40,000 there are not a dozen without a 
chattel mortgage bearing ruinously and usuriously high rates of 
interest. For the Government to extort now in addition from 
those people from 50 cents to a dollar an acre for the land upon 
which they live is to drive them to the hands of the usurer and 
compel them to give a mortgage to the money lender in the local 
market and ultimately to transfer the title the homesteader may 
acquire to the individual who advances the money to pay the 
Government. ; 

To insist on these payments from the overburdened frontiers- 
man seems to me like extortion of money from the worthy and 
struggling poor. 

Such a course will result in e in single owner- 
ship of large areas of land to be for grazing purposes. It 
can have no other result. That is contrary to the policy of the 
Government as often expressed and as made manifest in all other 
existing laws. 

But it is said that this measure is equivalent to buying a piece 
of land and giving it to the homesteader; that the individual who 
lives upon the land ought to pay for it. It happens to be true 
that this Government in its wisdom has determined that the 
building up of solid, virtuous, self-sustaining communities consti- 
tutes a prime papos in our civilization and 8 policy. 
We have not heretofore sought to make profit out of the settlers 
apon the frontier. We have sought to make patriots out of them. 

e have sought to add to their wealth rather than to subtract 
from it. They, in turn, have come forward in times of need, bar- 
ing their breasts to the steel of the enemy to protect the Union 
and the flag regardless of the point at which it was assailed. 


2 are ready to do it to-day. They cheerfully Ree their share 
f the general burdens for the support of the Government in 
whatsoever quarter the expenditures may be made. You never 
have heard, and you will not hear, coming from the Dakotas, or 
Montana, or Oklahoma, or Colorado any complaint whatever 
about the $20,000,000 per year that is spent on the rivers and har- 
bors of this 8 Vet none of them have any rivers or harbors 
of consequence. You will not hear one solitary murmur from that 
region about the twenty or thirty million dollars per annum spent 
in naval vessels to float over and police the seas, No suggestion is 
made from quarters out there to the effect that Tie peopis living 
along the rivers and adjacent to the harbors should pay those 
bills for their improvement, but they feel that such work is in 
the interest of a common country. ; 

All the homesteaders now living upon the ceded reservations 
desire is that an ancient policy should not be c to their dis- 
advantage in the presence of condifions the har the home- 
steaders have ever encountered since the homestead policy was 
inaugurated in this country. 

The care for the Indians devolves upon the Government as a 
matter of course. The mere question here is, Shall the Govern- 
ment seek to shirk this responsibility, discourage farther develop- 
ment upon the frontier, and fix the burden of maintaining the 
Indians upon the struggling homesteader, who can not, in the 
nature of things, discharge it? 

Why, Mr. President, the manner in which this law has operated 
for the last eight. constitutes a sufficient condemnation of it. 
Itis said that the Governmentis merely to recoup itself for expend- 
itures made. We will take the case of the Crow Indians in the 
Stateof Montana. From theCrow risus dha ang something 
like 900,000 acres of land. We paid the Indians for that land the 
sum of $946,000—that is, we agreed to pay it—and we are paying 
it out in the way of cattle; in the way of the construction of irri- 

_ gating ditches on that reservation, in order to make those Indians 
self-sustaining; in the way of wagons distributed to them, and in 
various ways looking to their present well-being and self-support 
ultimately. 

Mr. FRYE. Does the Senator mean that the Government re- 
serves in the treaties the right to act to a certaimextent as a trustee 
for those Indians? 

Mr. CARTER. Unquestionably, to act as trustee for those In- 
dians; and it provides that this money shall be nded under 
the direction of the Government itself. On the Crow Reservation 
an agent of the United States is in charge of the construction of 
irrigating ditches along the Little Big Horn River, near where the 
famous r battlefield is located. Those Indians are doing the 
work under the supervision of a Government agent, and to the 
Indians wages are being each and every day for the perform- 
ance of the ditching or the canal digging. 

The terms of the treaty most clearly elucidate the point pre- 
sented by the Senator from Maine. It will be obser that not 
one dollar in money has been paid to the Indians under the treaty, 
the terms whereof merely provided for the maintenance and bet- 
terment of the condition of the tribe. The following are the terms 
relating to consideration and the manner of its payment: 


That in consideration of the cession of territory herein made by us as indi- 
vidual Indians and heads of families of the Crow tribe to the Government of 
R United States, the said Government of the United States, in addition to 


vided 
for in existing and agrees to pa 5,000, 
lawful money of the United States, in the manner hereinafter 5 

First. That of the above-named sum there is hereby appropriated and set 
apart $200,000 to be under direction of the — — of the 
terior in the building of dams, canals, ditches, and laterals for the purposes ot 

tion in the valleys of the Big Horn and the Little Horn rivers and 
on Pryor Creek and such other streams as the Secreta: the Interior may 
deem proper: Pro That not to exceed $50,000 shall be expended annually. 
in per ko- this work: And provided further, That the superintendent in 
of said works shall in the employment of laborers be required to give 
preference to such Indians of the Crow tribe as are competent and willing to 
work at the average wages to common laborers for the same kind of work, 
ö and ont apart noe i 
esum oi A ere C9 pria: and seta asan ng 
fund, to be — ab under the direction of the Secretary of the Prat cog 
the 5 and management of the system of irrigation provided for in 
this agreement. 

Third. That the sum of $25,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
hereby a ted and set apart, to be expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Interior, for the construction of three grist mills, to be 
located one on Pryor Creek, one on the Big Horn, and one on the Little Bi 
Horn River, at such points as the Indian agent may deem convenient an 
practicable, and at such times as the needs of the In s 5 require. 

Fourth. That the sum of $20,000 is hereby rece pee and set apart to be 

nded in the construction and maintenance of a 


ment. 
kh. That the sam of $5,000, or so much thereof as may ecessary, is 
hereby appropriated, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary 
of the 8 the W of schoolhouses at such points on the reserva- 


tion and at such as may require, and upon the recommenda- 
tion of the Indian agent. 

Sixth. Thatthe sum of $10,000 9 and set aside as a fund 
to be expended under the dir action ot tary of the Interior in repair- 


— 2 improving the houses of the Indians now erected on the reservation, 
and to make them, as far as er warm and comfortable dwellings. 
Seventh. That the sum of $3,000, or so much thereof as 25 be necessary, is 
by appropriated for the construction and equipment of three blacksmith 
sh to be located at such places upon the reservation and to be built at 
‘h times. as the Indian agent may recommend, subject to the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior. 
Kighth. That the sum of $552,000 is 


1 hereby a riated and set aside as an 
annuity fund, to be distributed as follows: Indian of the Crow tribe, 
male and female, shall receive an annual annuity of $12 in cash for the period 


of twenty years from the date of this ent, said to. be 
semiaun — — with such rules and as Secre 
of the Interior may prescribe. 

Ninth, That the sum of $46,000 is hereby a) and set aside, to be 


ended by the Indian agent, under the d 
rior, in the purchase of cattle, from time 
advisable; the cattle so 


the Crow tribe. All 


ion of the Secretary of the 

to time. as may be deemed 

orm a herd to be held in common b 
in cash, 


shall . 
Indian agent, and he is hereby required, to apportion to each 
entitled to the annual annuity pro tec in section’ p the sum of 
id in cash under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of the 
Inte rely gory be. 
Tenth. Tbat when each object for which a specific appropriation has been 
made in thisagreement have been fully carried ou completed, then 
such a tlon shall constitute a fund to be 
e: for the tof the Crow tribe in such manner as the 
of the Interior may determine. 


When the treaty was executed and entered into with these In- 
dians, they were absolutely a dependent tribe. Since then they 
have been enabled to largely support themselves. They are a 
thrifty and energetic tribe of Indians, who have Lege engaged 
in farming operations, which are rendered possible by the irrigat- 
ing ditches which have been constructed by virtue of this policy. 

ir. FRYE. Does the Senator mean that the statement just 
made by him applies to all of the lands now in question? 

Mr. CARTER. I do not know that the exact conditions apply 
in every case, but the conditions apply substantially as I have sug- 
gested, except as to the Five Civilized Tribes, and as to them the 

nd purchases constitute an indirect system of Government aid. 

Mr. PLATT. Five hundred and fifty-two thousand dollars of 
that Crow money was set aside as an annuity fund, and interest 
is paid on it annually, 

. CARTER. A portion was set aside as an annuity fund 
and a certain sum was invested in stock cattle, and another por- 
tion of the fund was sət aside to be expended, as the Senator will 
observe, in sums not exceeding $50,000 per year, in the construc- 
tion of irrigating canals, and this course of construction has been 
in progress ever since. In order to analyze this matter, we were 
to Py out to our wards, people we were in conscience, equity, 
and good morals bound to support, the sum of $946,000, and Con- 
gress provided that the settlers should pay to the Government on 
account of the lands thus acquired the sum of $2,550,000. What 
is the result? Into that country, 200 miles from a market of an 
kind, poor people have drifted, have built rude huts and s 
houses of one kind and another, are generally in debt, and are 

ling heroically with hard conditions to build up homes. 
In the course of the seven or eight years that have passed since 
the treaty was made from that whole country we have only 
received $840. If the Government of the United States insists 
either on ejecting these settlers from their homes or exacting pay- 
ment, they simply return that section of country back into sheep 
and cattle ranges and throw the settlers ap the surrounding 
communities as homeless wanderers. The Government can not 
collect money to keep the Indians from the people who have not 
got the money to pay, and what I say with reference to the ceded 
portion of the Crow Reservation will hold good in reference to a 
number if not all of the others. 

As the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW ] suggested, 
considerable money has been recei from town-site ventures of 
the Government in Oklahoma and at other points on the ceded por- 
tions of the reservations. This bill will not interfere with that 
1338 in the future. Considerable money has been received 

rom the sale of mineral lands in the mining regions. That will 
continue to flow into the Treasury as it has in the past. 

Lassert that little or no money has been collected from home- 
stead settlers who have settled upon these ceded lands, and of all 
the thirty-five millions of pro: ive money to be collected from 
these settlers we have received from town sites and mineral entries 
and commuted homesteads, in the period of about eight years, in 
the neighborhood of $100,000; and this has been received because 
of the taking of the town sites, because of the payment for min- 
eral claims, and the selection of commuted homesteads on the best 
and most eligible sites on the vast tracts of land involved. 

Mr. President, the timeto make a departure is inopportune, but 
the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. TT] suggests that these 
good people are estopped from now coming in any manner 
any Senator, Representative, or other person, and seeking relief 
from the onero usburdens placed upon them by the original act. 
Let me suggest, in reply to that, that no settler sought the impo- 
sition of this extraordinary burden upon the homesteader; it was 
an unexpected innovation. In the case of Oklahoma, men went 


down to the border expecting that they were upon the very verge 
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of the Promised Land, a land literally flowing with milk and 
honey, according to the ancient description; that if they could but 
get within, they would be fortunate enough to get a fertile farm 
or a corner lot in one of the new town sites, and their fortunes 
would then be made forevermore. Where there was one acre of 
d land in the Territory of Oklahoma, at least three men went 
in to settle upon it. The result was that in the wild scramble 
murder, perjury, and crime in every form was committed by ex- 
cited men vainly seeking exemption from the hard conditions from 
which they had fled. hopin to better their condition in the last 
alluring portion of the public domain. They did not stop to ana- 
ae 88 ges han ggested by the Senato 
ese © estopped, perchance, as su y the Senator 
from Connecticut, because they went there knowing that this 
money was to be paid! They went there because they did not 
have any other place to go, and they have remained there implic- 
itly believing that the Congress of the country would take notice 
of their condition and do justice by them in the end. It remains 
with Congress to determine here and now whether the country, 
which has of late been opened up in various sections of the West 
and Southwest, shall be returned to the dominion of the cattle 
kag and the great sheep grower, or shall be left under the control 
oft 5 soe are anale to pay the Indian purchase 
price which the origin w proposed to exact, making an aggre- 
gate sum nearly equal to the national debt at the close of the 
volutionary war. 
Mr. PLATT obtained the floor. 
Mr.CULLOM. As the Senator from Connecticut has the floor, 
and as there is not a full attendance at present, I think that the 
Senate might as well adjourn. I move, therefore, that the Senate 


journ. 
Mr. FRYE. Will the Senator withdraw that motion for a 
moment? 
Mr. CULLOM. Yes, if the Senator from Connecticut does not 
object. 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS RELATING TO NAVIGATION, 


Mr. FRYE. The Committee on Commerce has on the Calendar 
four House bills of considerable importance—general legislation— 
all of which will undoubtedly go to conference, and I regard it as 
important that early action be had on them. I do not think 
they will lead to discussion, and I ask unanimous consent that at 
4 o'clock to-morrow afternoon—which will be about the time the 
Senate seems inclined toadjourn—I may be allowed to have those 
pills considered. i 

Mr. HILL. What bills are they? 

Mr. FRYE. They are all bills relating to navigation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from Maine? 

Mr. HILL. I should like to know the character of the bills. 

Mr. PLATT. Of course the agreement is not to displace the 
pending bill. : 

Mr. FRYE. Of course not. 

Mr. HILL. I should like to hear the titles of the bills read 
before the order is made. 

Mr. FRYE. One relates to seamen, another to navigation, 
another to yachts—the provisions of which have all been agreed 
upon by the yacht owners and everybody else—and the other 
Hay to the tonnage tax. It will take about an hour to read 

em. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Do I understand that all of the bills have 
been apro tog by the committee unanimously? 

Mr. FRYE. Not unanimously, but approved by a large major- 
ity of the committee. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I desire to know what is the request. 

Mr. FRYE. My 8 is, on behalf of the Committee on Com- 
merce, that at 4 o’clock to-morrow afternoon certain bills relating 
to navigation, etc., may be taken up for consideration, and that 
the pending bill, if then under consideration, may be informally 
laid aside, 4 o’clock being the hour at which the Senate would 


ordinarily adjourn. 

Mr. V S. Ishould like to ask the Senator from Maine about 
the yacht bill. There has been a great deal of opposition to that 
bill, which the Senator has seen manifested in the form of letters 
and communications. 

Mr. FRYE. It has all been settled. 

Mr. VILAS. Haye all the differences been adjusted? 

Mr. FRYE. They have all been adjusted. There were very 
heavy and costly yachts that were contracted for about a year 
ago, and it was the desire of the yachtsmen that this bill should 
not take effect until those yachts had been completed. The yachts 
have now all arrived. 

Mr. VILAS, Thad understood that there was a great deal of 
9 by the owners of very small yachts. 

r. FRYE, None at all. 
Mr. ALLEN. What is the general character of the bill? 
Mr. FRYE. Simply that the yachts which rich men have built 


in England shall be subjected to the same taxes as ordinary schoon- 
ers if made in the United States. That is all. 

Mr. ALLEN. That is proper. 

Mr. TELLER. Is that all there is to the bill? 

Mr. FRYE. Thatis ge! all there is to that bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request 
made by the Senator from Maine? The Chair hears none, and the 
order is made. : 

Mr. CULLOM. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was to; and (at 3 o'clock and 55 minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, January 
7, 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate January 6, 1897. 
CONSUL, 


Leonard C. H. Schlemm, of New York, to be consul of the 

United States at Cape Haitien, Haiti, to fill a vacancy. 
“ ASSISTANT PAYMASTER IN NAVY. 

Joseph Fyffe, a citizen of Massachusetts, to be an assistant pay- 
master in the Navy from the 28th day of December, 1896, to a 
vacancy existing in that grade on that date. 

POSTMASTERS, 

Thomas R. Jacoway, to be postmaster at Fort Payne, in the 
county of Dekalb and State of Alabama, the appointment of a 

stmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

esident on and after January 1, 1897. 

Watson S. Menefee, to be postmaster at Union Springs, in the 
county of Bullock and State of Alabama, in the place of Watson 
S. Menefee, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Jobn F. Crampton, to be postmaster at Globe, in the county of 
Gila and 5 Arizona, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after January 1, 1897. 

Bedford F. Hamilton, to be postmaster at Wynne, in the county 
of Cross and State of Arkansas, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after January 1, 1897. 

Gilbert S Benham, to be et at Hamden, in the county 
of New Haven and State of Connecticut, the appointment of a 

r for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
ident on and after January 1, 1897. 

R. O. Cresap, to be Sey gen at Lakeland, in the county of 
Polk and State of Florida, the appointment of a postmaster for the 
said office having, by law, become vested in the President on and 
after January 1, 1897. 

John C. Jones, to be postmaster at Titusville, in the county of 
Brera and State of Florida, in the place of William S. Norwood, 
removed. 

Mary P. Dixon, to be postmaster at West Point, in the county of 
Troup and State of Georgia, in the place of Mary P. Dixon, whose 
commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Meserve M. Getchell, to be postmaster at Silver City, in the 
county of Owyhee and State of Idaho, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. f 

Charles Hammond, to be 8 at Montpelier, in the coun 
of Bear Lake and State of Idaho, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after January 1, 1897. 

Henry W. Booth, to be postmaster at Sheffield, in the county of 
Bureau and State of Illinois, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

Charles W. Merrilies, to be postmaster at Winnetka, in the 
county of Cook and State of Illinois, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

William R. Hamilton, to be ter at Warren, in the county 
of Huntington and State of iana, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Winfield S. Mercer, to be postmaster at Albany, in the county 
of Delaware and State of Indiana, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after January 1, 1897. 

William C. Lee, to be postmaster at Wynne Wood, in the 
Chickasaw Nation and Indian Territory, the appointment of a 
pee for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 

ident on and after January 1, 1897. 

George F. Coleord, to be postmaster at Sutherland, in the 
county of O’Brien and State of Iowa, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 
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George A. Crane, to be postmaster at Dexter, in the county of 
Dallas and State of Iowa, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

Alva Humeston, to be postmaster at Humeston, in the county 
of Wayne and State of lowa, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, iy law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

Winfred A. Torrey, to be postmaster at South Braintree, in the 
county of Norfolk and State of Massachnsetts, in the place of 
Winfred A. Torrey, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Edward W. Wilcox, to be postmaster at Rocky Mount, in the 
county of Edgecombe and State of North Carolina, in the place of 
Benjamin H. Bunn, resigned. Benjamin H. Bunn now holds the 
office under a recess co ion. 

A. L. Fairchild, to be postmaster at Gainesville, in the county 
of Cooke and State of Texas, in the place of Franklin L. Cleaves, 
whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Henry L. Waite, to be postmaster at Omro, in the county of 
Winnebago and State of Wisconsin, in the place of James W. 
Samphier, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 


WITHDRAWAL. 

Executive nomination withdrawn January 6, 1897. 
Benjamin H. Bunn, to be postmaster at Rocky Mount, Edge- 
- combe County. in the State of North Carolina. Mr. Bunn has 
resigned the office. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


WEDNESDAY, January 6, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev: 
Henry N. Coupkx. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

CONGRESSIONAL DEMANDS FOR DEPARTMENTAL INFORMATION. 


Mr. GROSVENOR, Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question of privi- 


lege. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. J 2 

Mr. GROSVENOR. On the 20th day of May last, Mr. S er, 
I introduced in this House a series of resolutions which were 
requests for information from the several Departments of the 
Government in relation to the administration of the provisions 
of a certain law upon the statute books, to wit, the law called the 
civil-service law. These resolutions were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Reform in the Civil Service, and were reported back on 
the 5th day of June following, when they were duly fea int by 
the House and were officially communicated to the sey heads 
of the Departments of the Government. 

The resolution in each instance was couched in respectful 
language, directing the head of the Department to furnish certain 
information to Congress, 

From that day to this no r has been made or received 
from any one of the Departments of the Government on the sub- 
ject referred to, and while I realize the fact that under the pres- 
ent system, called the civil-service administration, the Depart- 
ments have been greatly curtailed or crippled by the detention in 
service of inefficient clerks, and by other necessary incidents of 
this Administration, I nevertheless believe that I am justified in 
raising the question as to whether the demand of Congress, clearly 
within the scope of the ne and duties of Congress, has been 
treated respectfully by the heads of the Departments. 

Therefore I offer for immediate adoption the resolutions I send 
to the desk, aimed and directed to each of the Departments of the 
Government. Isend the first one to the desk and ask to have it 
read. They are all alike, and I will follow this one with others in 
their proper sequence. 

Mr. RY. Mr. Speaker, I raise the question that the gentle- 

man has not submitted any question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair of course knows nothing of the 
contents of the resolution which has just been presented. It will 
be read, subject to the clas of any member to raise the point that 
it is not a privile resolution. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I am ready to meet the gentleman from 
aoe on the question of the privileged character of the reso- 

ution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be first read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

- _ Resolved, That the Secretary of State bo, and is hereby, requested to inform 
the House of Representatives why the State De ent has failed to furnish 
the information requested of said Department by a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, No. 360, passed by House on the 5th day of June, 1896. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. That is all there is of it. It is merely a 
request for information, addressed to the head of the De ent, 
for the purpose of ascertaining why the direction of the House, or, 


in other words, the demand of the House, has been ignored by 
that Department. 

Mr. TERRY. I have always understood, Mr. Speaker, that the 
regular way to attain the object the gentleman has in view was 
to frame a resolution in the form which has heretofore been used, 
to wit, that the Secretary of State be requested to transmit such 
information to the House if not incompatible with the public 


interests. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. But, Mr. Speaker, we have gotten a long 
way past that point. Will the gentleman hear what has already 
transpired? 

Mr. TERRY. 8 

Mr. GROSVENOR. The resolution was adopted by the House 
on the 5th day of last June, calling for this information, which 
has not been supplied. 

Mr. TERRY. I understand that. But I would ask the gentle- 
man, for information, if that resolution, so adopted, was not in 
the usual form, namely, that the Secretary of State be requested 
to transmit to the House the information, if not incompatible 
with the public interests.” 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Well, in response to the gentleman, I will 
state, in the first place, that it is not so couched, nor is it proper 
that such resolution should be so drawn. The House has a right 
to demand this information. 

Mr. TERRY (interrupting). 
been that the 7 8 I have quoted was used. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. No; if the gentleman will allow me. This 
is an inquiry for a state of facts. We have a right to have the 
facts before us, and we have the iene to assume that the states 
ment of facts can not be incompatible with the public interest. 
We have a right to determine the question as to the manner of the 
ca agi of a law in the various Departments of the Govern- 
ment. 

The gentleman is confusing two sets of resolutions. The form 
in which the President is asked to communicate information to 
Congress is that which the gentleman suggests. But in no case 
does Congress allow a Department to determine for itself whether 
the information desired is incompatible with the public interest. 
The officers at the head of the Department are statutory officers, 
and they are required to answer the demands of Congress. 

Mr. TERRY. Upon what point does the gentleman desire to 
receive information? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I have already stated 

Mr, TERRY. In the confusion I did not catch it. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. The resolution was with reference to the 
administration of the civil-service law in each of the particular 
Departments to which it was addressed. 

me 3 There was so much confusion that I did no 
catch it. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. And the present resolution is simply to 
ask why the demands of Congress, in the former resolution, have 
been ignored. 

Mr. TERRY. Iwas unable to gather the exact purport of the 
gentleman’s remarks. If thi ing that you can find ont 


My understanding has always 


ere is an 
about the civil-service law, I shall be very glad myself to aid in 
getting the information. : 

Mr. GROSVENOR. That is the only question now. But I do 
not want, I will say to the gentleman—I do not want to allow a 
gonbi to enter the mind of the Speaker that this is a question of 
privilege. 

Mr. HENDERSON. It is too late to raise the question of the 
form of the resolution. That was passed on when the resolution 


was passed. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Very well. The S er suggested that 
the question whether this was a question of privilege may be still 
open, and I do not want to get in here by any silence or waiver. 


read: 
* of privilege shall be, first, those affecting the rights of the House 
collectively. 
The House has the right to ask for information from these De- 
8 and when a Department refuses compliance for seven 
ong months it means simply that the Departments of this Gov- 
ernment, as well as the Executive, have begun to ignore the de- 
mands of Congress. 
I ask for the adoption of the resolutions. 
Mr. HEND . All of them? 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Yes, 
i an SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the first reso- 
ution. 


The first resolution, heretofore read, was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the be, and he is hereby. iaie 


to inform the House of Representatives why the T) 
failed to furnish the information requested of said ent by the 5 
lution of the House of Representatives No. 357, passed by this House on the 
6th day of June, 1896. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
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The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, requested to in- 
‘orm the House of Representatives mar the War Department failed 
„furnish the information requested of said 5 by the resolution 
582 Sona of Representatives No. 358, passed by this House on the 5th day of 
une, 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, requested 
to inform the House of Representatives why ee Navy De ment has 
failed to furnish the information requested of roe a by the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives No. 359, by this House on the 
bth day of June, 1896. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: g 

Resolved, That the Attorney-General be, and he is hereby, r brea to 
inform the House of Representatives why the Department of Justice 
failed to furnish the information 3 of said tment by the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives No. 382, — by this House on the 
5th day of June, 1896. 

The resolution was agreed to. : 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby, requested 
toinform the House of Representatives why the Interior Department has 
failed to furnish the information requested of said De ment by the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives No. 361, by this House on the 
bth day of June, 1896. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be, and he is ps requested to 
inform the House of Representatives why the Post-Office 3 has 
failed to furnish the information 8 of said De; ent by the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives No. 358, by this House on the 
5th day of June, 1898. 


The resolution was to. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the ext resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of culture be, and he is hereby, requested 
to inform the House of Representatives why the Department of Agriculture 
has failed to furnish the information requested of said De ent by the 
resolution of the House of Representatives No. 355, passed by this House on 
the 5th day of June. 1596. 

On motion of Mr. GROSVENOR, a motion to reconsider the 
votes by which the several resolutions were agreed to was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. LOUD. Regular order, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. HENDERSON. There are some personal requests of mem- 
bers which should be granted. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was ted as follows: 
To Mr. BARRETT, for one week, on account of serious illness in 
his family. : 
fod Mr. GAMBLE, for three days, on account of being detained by 
storms. 
To Mr. HUTCHESON (at the request of Mr. SAYERS), for the re- 
mainder of the week, on account of important business. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment the 
following resolution: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That the 
special committee to 8 the Soldiers’ Home at Leavenworth, k 
be, and are hereby, authorized to procure the printing of the testimony 
taken by said committee, together with such e its used in said investiga- 
tion as said committee shall deem necessary. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendment the bill (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the 
penalty of death may be inflicted in which the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives was requested. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 158) granting a pension to Mary Collins; 

A bill (H. R. 7500) granting a pension to Mrs. Keturah Wilson, 
widow of James Wilson, deceased; 


A bill (H. R. 7127) granting a pension to Samuel D. Gilman; 

A bill (H. R. 3398) for the relief of Augusta Tuller; 

A bill (H. R. 5782) granting a pension to Mrs. Anna Wedel; 

A bill (H. R. 5710) ting a pension to Eleanor L. Curtiss; 

A bill (H. R. 1511) for the relief of Lydia Boynton Ferris; 

A bill (H. R. 2320) for the relief of Samuel Burrell; and 

Siaor (H. R. 3890) granting a pension to George William 
Hodgdon. . 


mental quartermaster, Thirty-first Ohio Vo 


“BOL 


SECOND-CLASS MAIL MATTER. 
Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the bill (H. R. 
9593) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captein and acting regi- 
unteers. 


Mr. LOUD. Regular order, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] 
demands the regular order. 

Accordingly, under the order already adopted, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
for the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the 
postal laws relating to second-class mail matter, with Mr. PAYNE 
in the chair. , 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, if I understand the gentleman 
from California, he proposes to use all his time himself. 

Mr. LOUD. Yes, sir. I would like to have an understanding 
with the gentleman from New York, so that there will be no mis- 
understanding hereafter. It was understood between the gentle- 
man and myself that the time this morning, regardless of what 
time was consumed yesterday, should be equally divided between 
the two sides. Is that e 

Mr. QUIGG. Do I understand the gentleman to say that the 
time was to be divided this morning? 

Mr. LOUD. To be equally divided this morning; regardless of 
the time used yesterday. 

Mr. QUIGG. That is satisfactory. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, that will be the order. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. QUIGG. I should like to ask the gentleman from Califor- 
nia if he is going to give out any more time on his side? 

Mr. LOUD. I think not. ; 

Mr. QUIGG. Because if the gentleman is, I would rather that 
sio time as he proposes to give out to somebody should be occu- 
pied now. 

Mr. LOUD. I will not have any trouble with the gentleman 
about that. If I desire to put a gentleman in for five minutes, 
and if that should not be satisfactory to him, I will not do so. 

Mr. QUIGG. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. MILLIKEN]. 

Mr. MIL . Mr. Chairman, I think ten minutes will be 
ample time for me to say all I wish to say upon this subject, for it 
was so exhaustively and fully treated by my friend from New 
York [Mr. Quica] yesterday, and the propositions made on the 
other side were so conclusively answered, that I do not think it will 
be necessary for me to go into a detailed argument upon the bill. 

The avowed purpose of this bill, and the only purpose it seems 
to me that it can have, is to reduce expenditures in the Post-Office 
Department; and the gentleman from California has given us 
some figures, which seem to be very extravagant, showing that he 
intends to make a large saving in the Department by its passage. 
As has been said by others, if I believed he could do that I should 
be, perhaps, willing to vote for his bill, although I know that its 
passage will be detrimental to some very large and important in- 
dustries in this count But, as was said by the gentleman from 
New York, his bill will not save to the Government the expense 
of one postmaster; it will not save the expense of one postal clerk; 
it will not save the expense of one mail route; and itis well enough 
for us to recollect that it will not save one dollar upon all the star 
routes in this country. 

Upon the star routes the mails are carried for a specific sum, 
and it makes no difference to the Government of the United States 
whether they carry 1 pound or 3 pounds or 800 pounds. They do 
not take weight into consideration when they make their bids for 
carrying the mails. They are practically all subcontractors, 
under some big contractor, who has taken many of these routes, 
They do not take into consideration the amount which they carry. 
They rarely are loaded down. The question is, How long is the 
route, how much will it cost them for teams, how much will it 
cost them for expenses, how much can they get on their route for 
carrying passengers, how much for doing errands, and all that? 
So that upon all the star routes of this country this bill will not 
save one dollar. On the contrary, I believe that the first-class 
mail matter, which pays the highest rate of postage, and the 
third-class and fourth-c mail matter will be so diminished by 
this bill that the Government will lose more in revenues than it 
will gain in the reduction of expenditures. 

Now, I had occasion during the Forty-eighth Congress, because 
at that time I was trying to get a Government building in Augusta, 
Me., and succeeded in doing so, to look up the business of Mr. E. 
C. Allen, now dead, who was the pioneer in this great publishin 
business, and to learn what he was paying to the Government. 
was astonished to find the fact that, incidentally to his business 
and the second-class mail matter which he was sending out, he 
pa to the Government $100,000 a year for stamps. Now, my 

iend may think that if he shall succeed in passing his bill and it 
shall become law, all these business houses will go on the same, 
and that he will simply increase the amount of the postage whi 
they have to pay. 


Mr. LOUD. Where is this business house? 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Itwasin Augusta, Me. The house has gone 
out of existence since Mr. Allen died. : 

Mr. LOUD. Does not the gentleman know that the receipts of 
the Au (Me.) post-office never yet amounted to $90,000 a year? 
How, then, could one man have paid $100,000 a year for stamps? 
Does not the gentleman know that Mr. Allen, 
who had a business house in Au , Me., also had a branch 
house in Portland, Me., and was doing business in Boston? 
I did not say that ne paid $100,000 a year for stamps to the Augusta 
office. I said that Mr. Allen, incidentally to the business that he 
did there in second-class postage, paid $100,000 in one year to the 
Government for stamps. That came out during an investigation 
I made, and came out by the testimony of Mr. Allen, who was to 
be believed as much as you or I or anybody else. 

Now, I say my friend will not get the increased postage. because, 
if he passes this bill, he is going to ruin all these publishing houses, 
except the very richest and strongest of them. If there ever was 
a bill introduced into this House to enable the big fish to swallow 
the little ones, this is the bill. There is a large publishing house 
in Augusta, in my State, conducted by Vickery & Hill, one of the 
most respectable concerns in this country, and I do not think they 
care much whether this bill passes or not, becanse, while its pas- 
sage will cause them to pay more ge on their second-class 
matter, they know that it will at the same time destroy smaller 
concerns which are their competitors, and will thus give them an 
advantage which will probably be at least as valuable as that which 
they now enjoy through a low rate of postage on second-class 
matter. 

With reference to the revenue which the Government reaps inci- 
dental to this second-class mail matter, I have a letter from the 
Forbes Lithograph Company, of Boston, who say: 

Boston, January 5, 1897. 


We would x ctfully submit the fact that we are in receipt of an order 
from the pa rs of Comfort for a million form letters (a third of which 
we are to deliver this month). This is a repetition of orders of a similar 


nature that have gone before, which must necessarily swell the 8 of 
the post-office, as we understand from its publishers they are all mailed in 
babes 8 3 — aoe are the 15 erage of the 8 of 
the publication mfort. e proposed c © postal regulations 
10 effect it will cut out a large part of this} revenue which accrues to 
fhe United States Government for the mailing of the above form letters. 


I have also a letter from Pulsifer, Cook & Co., of Boston. They 
Say: 

In regard to the so-called Loud bill, it us as business men of Boston to 
file an earnest protest. The passage of the bill we believe would be a serious 
business misfortune at a time when the country has had enough in that line. 

Clearly many members of Congress do not he ser gh the immense inter- 
ests involved. Asan illustration, we have furnished for one paper alone— 
Comfort—several millions of envelopes in a single year, and are now doing 
work on a large order for its publisher. These envelopes are sent in the in- 


terest of that publication, and are used on letters w. yield a revenue of 
from twent ousand to thirty thousand dollars a year to the Government, 
and goes to the credit of firs matter. 


I have also a letter from Mr. Gannett, of Au in my State, 
which throws much light on this subject. It is as follows: 


AUGUSTA; ME., December 28, 1396. 
Hon. S. L. EN. 


MILLIK. 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dran Sin: My interest as a publisher in the fate of the Lond bill and the 
fact that its author in a recent speech in aang tay publication, 
Comfort, as an illustration, most grossly misrepresented it, impels me to take 
the liberty to write you and correct some of Mr. Lowun’s erroneous state- 


ments. 

It is simply amazing that a man, not to say a Co’ „who is the 
author and advocate of so args a bill should exhibit such dense igno- 
rance ing a subject which he has, or is supposed to have, studied for a 
year or more. 

Mr. Loup's assertion that of Comfort’s 1,250,000 circulation not 1,000 are 
sent to bona fide subscribers ia this country, is more than l ofa 
million out of the way. If we relied on a — oye Gs circulation, as Mr. 
Loup assumes, we sm not pne ous paper in five mt colors on a 
press made especially for at a cost of near! 
maintain an . in the John 3 
an expense of $50,000 in a sionis ear for editorial, original, cop hted, 


subscribers, and for the 8 of ponani up and maintaining our enor- 
— Me aa were 5 2 85 a mere . 

on, we might save s expense by substi paste pot an: 
fo: artists, ot 8 on various 


r. Loup, further referring to Comfort’s enarmons circulation, read a let- 
ter from an unnamed advertising agent at South Bend, Ind., calling Comfort 
the king of frauds simply because, as he claims, four copies were received b; 
him in one day. It is often a trick of advertisers to establish with prin 
stationery an advertising agency, and to send an order to the publisher, to 
save the commission. As this runs anywhere from 10 to 25 percent, the Bend. 
tation is great. There is no known advertising agency at South Bend, 
although one or two young men doing business there and advertising under 
a dozen different women’s names 3 to run an advertising agency in 
order to get a commission such as is given to agents on their business, being 
their own advertisements. Comfort refused to print their advertisements 
(in fact, we have refused as much as $60,000 worth of undesirable 3 
in one year), and the Post-Office Department, after an investigation, 
these parties the use of the mails. About four or five ear we send 
with their 1 bony d it ex 588 that party, doing busin: 

e an ə one A ess under so 
might receive several copies of our paper 


orance on our part of the deception. To maintain that 
a paare Ae na adk e aa a aa ee 


blisher, 
send a number of e to one 
person, except as a news agent, is an absurdity, as such a circulation would 


never pay an advertiser and the paper would lose its advertisin tronage. 
Self-preservation, if nothing else, would prevent such AGOR UN. he part of 
stamp and you will learn something to 


vertisement answered “ you geta 
copy of tiis paper you have become a subscriber until the resurrection 


T once being 
y itly that sam- 
ple su 


copies shall actual 
and further, that they shall not continually be sent to the same 
Loup know that the Postal 


at paper published in America ever attained a subscription list without 
sending sample copies or advertising?’ It is an age of intense competition, 
and sutecribere do not come flocking to any paper without yomg urged. The 
same push and activity are necessary to keep up a subscription list as are 
necessary toconduct any business or to win a seat in Congress, and much the 
same means are used. 

Mr. Loup ignores the fact that the second-class matter, though handled at 
a loss to the Government, isdirectly productive of man times as much first, 
third, and fourth class business, on which he acknowledges the Government 
makes a profit. I will illustrate from my own experience: 

While Comfort pora about $2,000 a month second-class 8 it often 
pays more than $8,000 for or letter ge, and $2,000 more for third 
fi and has received 125,000 letters in a month, on which 

Here is $10,500 of first, third,and fourth 
class postage growing out of $2,000 a month of second-class business. This 
does not include the eee first, third, and fourth class business which is 
produced by the different advertisements of parties all over the country, 
who wonld not pay $5 a line of nine words each issue unless they got enough 
replies by mail to make it pay. The thousands of dollars in postage that the 
Government gets as a direct result of a single issue of Comfort is beyond 
calculation. en I state that we have evidence proving that as many as 

000 letters have been received from a single insertion of a two-line adver- 

in Comfort, and that from an advertisement costing $150, 
over 


n the paper, to say nothing of the tage 
to the customers thus Aaaa 


is a well-known t that thousands of tons of campaign literature ar 
sent free through the postal department and that other 2 are 
abused. Would not this fact account for some of the t deficiency, and 


what return or gain does the Government derive from it? 
Then the place where the Government makes a loss is in maintaining the 
small conn offices and star routes; but these must be main ed, 
owever 


la 
business that the 
as the express com 
getting their revenue from the char, 
Mr. Loup's desire to have this bill ng his name me alaw seems to 


rejudice the minds of members 


Depart- 


in p 
facts, but his dense ignorance u; the subject has enabled the express com- 
panies and others 3 . — on 1 

Now, as Mr. Loup has proved himself entirel 
as 


j There is hardly a pu er or advertiser in the country but has lost money 
the past year, and to pass a bill of such revolutionary measures at this time 
will simply cripple the entire business and create a much ter deficit in 
the Postal Department than was ever before known, for, as I understand tho 
matter, it was created to foster and legitimate business enterprise. 
In my own case, while Ihave employed the privileges at hand to create an 
immense business in less than ten years’ time, and the Government may have 
lost_a few thousand dollars my second matter, yet I can 
produse facts showing that in di and profit coming 8 and in- 

irectly from the publication of Comfort the Department has yreaped 
a cash benefit amounting to hundreds of thousands of dollars. 


I do not think that my friend from California [Mr. Loup], who 
I of course know is sincere in believing that he is going to secure 
a great benefit to the Government by his bill, has taken fully into 
account the facts and considerations set forth in these letters. 
ere the hammer fell.] 
. LOUD yielded fiye minutes to Mr. MILLIKEN. ý 
Mr. MILL . Ithank the gentleman from California. Ido 
not know, Mr. Chairman, why the Post-Office Department in par- 
ticular should be required to be self-sustaining. Of course it 
would be gratifying to us all if ret ak Mca cookers of the Govern- 
ment could beself-sustaining, but the Departments were notcreated 


for that purpose. The Post-Office Department was not created for 
the purpose of bringing revenue to the Government. 


If it were the 


1897. 


purpose to make money out of the business of that Department, then, 
carrying out the gentleman’s ideas to their logical conclusion, we 
should have to abolish about three-fourths of the post-offices in this 
country, for I believe that more than three-fourths of them do not 

y the expenses incident to their maintenance. The Post-Office 
Pearta was established for the pu of accommodating the 
people of this country, giving them mail facilities—mail facilities 
not only for first-class matter, but for all kinds of mail matter they 
desire to receive. One of my friends on the other side, the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, I believe [Mr. KYLE], who urges the passage 
of this bill, said that he was in favor of the masses against the classes, 
and therefore wanted to give them I-cent postage. Possibly — 
friend may have been on the stump during the late campaign an 
may have been in the habit of drawing a distinction between! the 
masses” and the classes,” and has not yet forgotten his stump 
speech. [Laughter.] As to I-cent pos let me ask the gentle- 
man who it is that is chiefly interested in I-cent postage. Is it 
the masses? Is it the working people, the laboring people of this 
country, the people who do not write, on an average, more 1 
three or four letters during the year? What difference does it 
make to them whether they have 1 or 2 cent letter postage? } 

Ah, Mr. Chairman, if there is anybody in this country who is 
specially interested in having I-cent postage, if is the great cor- 

rations, the great publishing companies among them. My 

iend Mr. Allen, of Augusta, in my State, whom I have already 
quoted, and who paid $100,000 in one year for postage, would have 
saved $50,000 that year if we had had 1-cent postage; but how 
much would the fellow save who works every day, and, as I have 
said, dogs n t write more than half a dozen letters a year? Iam 
interested in 1-cent postage; my friend from California undoubt- 
edly is; probably every member of this House is interested in 
having 1-cent postage; but the great masses of the people of this 
country have really very little interest init, and if there ever was an 
absurd plea, it is the plea of the man who declaims for T cenk e 
and puts it ón the ground that he wants it for the benefit of the 
masses. The masses of the people, Mr. Chairman, are interested 
in receiving, at as little cost as possible, this very literature which 
they do now receive under the existing law. 

I wish I had time to describe that literature. My friend from 
California selected some of the worst books that go through the 
mails and derided them; but, sir, why does not he, and why do 
not those who agree with him, hold up to derision the newspapers 
of the country,which contain all kinds of matter, much of it such 
as ought not to go into any man’s family? If my friend is going 
to plow up the wheat because there are a few tares in it, if he 
is going to exclude from the mails the whole of this fourth-class 
matter because, forsooth, there are some books circulated in that 
way that ought not to go through the mails, then I think he is 
going to work a very large restriction upon the liberty of the 
press in this country. There is nothing in this bill to prevent this 
objectionable matter being carried in the mails. The Loud bill 
we it on the same basis as the best literature in the country. 

t makes no discrimination. Let the committee of which Mr. 
Loup is chairman—the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads—report a bill to exclude all bad literature from the mails, 
and I will vote for it. But the committee does nothing of the 
kind. It allows all the vicious literature that is now carried in 
the mails still to be carried in them, and still holds up these ob- 
jectionable books as constituting a reason why this bill should 
pass. At the same time we hear nothing of the thousands of tons 
of first-class literature which, under the present law, is brought 
cheaply within the reach of the le. 

Mr. QUIGG. I yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. W ANGER]. 

Mr. WANGER. Mr. Chairman, a time when there has been 
the great distress prevailing throughout the country which we 
have witnessed during the last three years seems to me the most 
inopportune of all times to enact a measure which, aiming to cor- 
rect certain abuses, must nevertheless inevitably, according to 
the judgment of those best qualified to understand the subject, 
strike down a number of legitimate enterprises, among which are 
trade journals eee information of the very highest value 
to the people of the country. 

Now, the Postal Committee deserves the thanks of this body and 
the public for frankly acknowledging that it peras private enter- 
abn in the carrying of the mails to the public dise of that 

uty. With private mail service we would have it simply in the 
thickly populated parts of the country, which are able to care for 
themselves. With private mail service there would not be an 
efficient and frequent service in the thinly populated and poorer 
sections. Yet it has been the conviction alike of the founders 
of this Government and of our statesmen ever since that there 
should be service all over the land irrespective of whether it is 
profitable or not, and that it is a legitimate function of the Gov- 
ernment to serve every citizen with mail matter (alike letters and 
ade a without regard to what the cost of such carriage 
may be. 
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In referring to this matter the argument is based entirely upon 
the fact that there is a deficiency of revenues in the Post. Office 
Department. Well, if we count the vast quantity of Government 
matter which goes free, there is no deficiency at all; and when 
we come to consider the saving which it is alleged would be made 
the passage of this bill we find that a computation based iy 
second-class matter is necessary in order to reach ar ane i 
the proportions which are mentioned by the champions of the 
measure as its fair result. 

Now,. we all can know by experience and observation that the 
a bulk of second-class matter is made up of legitimate and 

onorable newspapers of the country. If the proposition is to put 
every enterprise, every industry, every class of mail matter 
its own foundation, to do its own paying, then the remedy is to be 
had by an increase of the rate of carrying second-class matter—a 
W which nobody favors. 

Now, as the advocacy of private enterprise in the carrying of 
the mails is in favor of the rich sections of the country as against 
the poorer sections, so the proposition to entirely exclude sample 
copies from the privileges of second-class matter is against the 
poorer and newer publications, which are not yet fully established, 
and is entirely in favor of those journals which have large sub- 
scription lists and which do not want rivals encouraged by enjoy- 
ne the opportunity for sending out sample copies. 

ost master-General Wanamaker, in all his allusions to this sub- 
ject in the reports which he made, never went so far as is 2 
by this committee. He always suggested that sample copies should 
be limited to a certain proportion of the regular subscri edition 
of the journal; and that would meet the objections made that the 
privilege is abused 110 journals which are intended solely for adver- 
tising purposes. W y strike down legitimate trade journals which 
ropose to confer and do confer great benefits upon the country 

y giving information and by fostering competition in the direc- 
tion of these publications simply because there are some unscru- 

ulous persons who abuse the opportunity which is presented? 

ere can be no good reason for it. This committee does not pro- 
pose to make up the deficiency. This committee says nothing 
about the tons of matter which are daily sent ont—which are sent 
out especially on the first day of the week—and which are largely 
made up of advertising matter, which could be limited in size to 
the advantage alike of the postal service and of the reading public. 

If 3 were required to condense and if they were not 
permitted to send out these enormous advertising sheets which 
make up of nearly every Sunday newspaper published 
throughout the land, there would be a much greater reduction in 
the bulk of the second-class matter than will result from the 
adoption of this bill. 

So as this simply strikes at a very narrow line, as it simply can 
affect abuses of a small character compared with the great bulk 
of matter which causes the deficiency in revenue, therefore we 
are called upon to be particularly careful not to do injustice and 
inflict h. ip upon laudable enterprises which employ man 
people, which encourage industry and enterprise, which dissemi- 
nate valuable information, and which constantly tend to elevate 
and to develop the character of all the publications known as 
trade journals, and those devoted to any particular interest or 
industry, as well as any other class of publications. 

Now, a considerable number of the newspapers whose names are 

araded as members of the various press associations that have 
indorsed the bill have chan their minds with regard to this 
question. Iam in receipt of a letter from a constituent, the pub- 
lisher of an agricultural journal, which sends out thousands of 
copies to voluntary paid subscribers, saying, We were at first 
disposed to favor it (this bill], but after a more careful study of 
its features we believe it would do more harm than good.” I sub- 
mit that that is the statement of the attitude of a very large pro- 
portion of the publishers of the journals whose names are given 
as members of the trade press associations favoring the measure 
now under consideration. 

As the masses of the people generally are interested as well in 
the dissemination of the newspaper as in the circulation of the 
letter, let us not discriminate against journals which minister to 
the pepe in the remoter sections of the country and entirely in 


tavar those which are established in the large cities all over the 
nå. 
18 the hammer fell. 
UIGG. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri 5 Tracey]. 
Mr. TRACEY. Chairman, the arguments to which I have 


thus far listened in support of the bill under consideration have all 
been based, as faras I have been able to understand them, upon cal- 
culations averaging the cost of carrying all sorts of mail matter. 
Taking the whole number of pieces carried and the entire cost of 
maintaining the Post-Office Department, the average cost of carry- 
ing mail matter is stated to be 8} cents a pound. This is the calcu- 
lation 8 by the committee. The distinguished chairman 
of the ittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, in his speech 


upon 
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recorded in the RECORD on page 190, 3 a table in Which it 
is alleged that for the years 1887 to 1896, both inclusive, the total 
number of pounds of second-class matter carried was 2,097, 640, 300; 
cost of handling, 8 cents per pound, $167,811,224; receipts for 
handling, 1 cent per pound, $20,976,403; deficiency, $146,834,821. 

Here, then, it is plainly stated that the cost of handling second- 
class matter is 8 cents per pound, and by inference that no one of 
the classes of mail matter is handled at less than 8 cents per pound. 
Further on the following language is used: 

But some gentlemen say that this isa bill as it now stands in the interest of 


the express ee aan that we are driving this matter out of the hands 
0 


of the Government t carried by the express companies. I do not care. I 


do not care who does the business. 


Mr. Chairman, it would be immaterial who does the business 
unless it should be done at an increased cost to the people. But 


I submit if the effect of this legislation is to transfer the business. 


now done by the Post-Office Department to the express companies, 
which, in the absence of the only competition possible, increases 
the cost of transportation and handling to the people, the legisla- 
tion is unwise and ought to be defeated. That the bill under con- 
sideration would have that effect appears to be recognized by the 
chairman of the committee, and he answers by saying he does not 
care. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it would seem to me that no argument 
should be necessary to convince anyone that the cost of carrying 
the different classes of mail matter varies materially. If the argu- 
ment adduced from the position taken and the assumptions made 
finds itself based on a false assumption, then the argument itself 
necessarily falls to the ground. It must be apparent that the cost 
of handling and carrying first-class mail matter is much larger 
than the cost of carrying and handling second-class matter. The 
handling of the pieces of mail matter known as first-class matter 
involves a large number of separate handlings. In the first place, 
the stamps must be printed, distributed, and canceled. Every 
piece of first-class mail matter passes through from three to four 
postmarkings. Then, in addition to that, the various distributions 
which do not obtain in second-class mail matter must be taken 
into consideration. 

In handling second-class mail matter, under the present laws 
and regulations a large amount of the handling, perhaps one- 
half of it fully, is done by the 3 themselves. The publi- 
cations are assorted into mail sacks for States, cities, counties, 
etc., and are delivered in that condition to the Post-Office Depart- 
ment, and by it delivered to the various places along the various 

tal routes. It must be evident therefore that the cost of 
andling that class of matter is not at all equal to the cost of 
handling first-class matter. 

But let us give an illustration of the methods of reckoning 
adopted by the committee with reference to this matter. Now, 
it is alleged—and the attack made upon the existing law is based 
upon the allegation—that it costs 8} cents per pound to all 
of this matter which it is sought by the bill to cut out of the 
privilege it enjoys under the present rate. 

During the year ending June 30, 1894, there was an increase of 
43,000,000 pounds of second-class mail matter carried. The meth- 
ods of computation adopted by the committee give the expense of 
carrying this increase in the amount of second-class matter to the 
Department, and according to their methods of computation it 
must have been the sum found by r pounds 
by 83 cents per pound, which it is alleged to have cost, or in the 
aggregate $5,652,000. 

ow, it is shown by the report of the Second Assistant Post- 
master-General of the same year that the total increase of the ex- 
penses of the Department was but $1,777,362.22, and that increase 
covered not only the cost of carrying the mails, but it covered 
also the cost of securing 766 new routes, representing an increase 
of 913.87 miles, with an actual increase in the distance traveled 
of 15,310,780.61 miles, and included the salaries of railway and 
post-office clerks necessary, and special facilities and mail equip- 
ment. The average cost of ng the mails, per mile, for that 
ear, is stated to have been 11.43 cents. At that rate, the cost to the 
artment of the increased facilities must have been 81,750,022. 21. 
Take away from the increased cost of running the Department 
in that year the cost of obtaining and conducting the increased 
mail facilities for that year and it leaves the total increase of cost 
of carrying the mails at $27,340.01. And yet we are told by the 
committee in the face of these facts, which are in the reports cited 
by the committee and approved by them, that the chief cost due 
to the carrying of this second-class matter to which they object at 
a a rate was $3,655,000. 
ow, if the committee can present any sort of demonstration to 
the House which will unravel that problem, it will do more than 
has been yet done by any member of the committee and more 
than I believe to be within the possibilities. If the increased ex- 
nse for transportation and mail service generally costs $1,777,- 
.22 and the increased facilities thereby secured are valued at 


$1,750,022.21, how much did it actually cost the Department to 
carry the 43,000,000 additional pounds of second-class matter? 
The cost of carrying the second-class matter is not at all what 
it is alleged to be. For the reason that I stated at the outset, a 
large proportion of the cost is paid by the publishers of these pub- 
lications, who assort them, separate them, put them into sacks for| 
delivery along the postal routes, at no expense to the Government 
other than the mere transportation and delivery by the Post-Office; 
Department at the points of destination. It does not require a 
very wise carrier to understand that if he has a wagon and team 
capable of carrying 50 boxes of goods of any kind and he has but 
40 to carry, the expense of his trip is not thereby reduced. On 


the contrary, the humblest drayman understands that the offer of 


10 additional boxes would increase his receipts withont increasi: 
his expenses (wear and tear excepted). In fact,it would be jus 
that much money found. 

I have not time to say all that I should like to say upon this 
bill. It seems to me that, instead of having the title which is given 
to it, it ought to be entitled A bill to tax the dissemination of 
intelligence among the people.” 

While there have been and are abuses which ought to be rem- 
edied in the administration of the postal system, it is unquestion- 
ably true that under the operation of existing laws and regula- 
tions the United States leads the world in the production of 
newspapers and 8 of the highest grade and at the lowest 
prices. The publishing business of the country is not conducted 
as a charity; it is a business, and is engaged in and conducted for 
a profit. hen the profit ceases the business fails or is aban- 
doned. The postage is an item of expense that is taken into 
account as is any other item of expense. Had this bill been in 
operation during the past twenty years the magnificent daily 
newspapers now published at 1 cent per copy in all parts of the 
country, a mirror of the world’s doings up to the hour of goin 
to press, would have been an “iridescent dream.” If there were 
no other objection to the bill, this ought to be sufficient to insure 
its defeat. 

But it strikes a harder blow, if possible, at the country news- 
papers, which, at best, have a hard row to hoe. And the country 
newspapers are entitled to the highest consideration in any legis- 
lation which proposes to change existing postal laws and regula- 
tions. The right to send out sample copies, the right to send a 
copy free to a friend, the right to exchange with other papers, the 
right to continue a subscription after the time paid for has ex- 
pired, the right to offer as an inducement for additional subscrib- 
ers a premium in the shape of a supplement containing some work 
of fiction, the right to combine his own paper with some metro- 
politan weekly which is furnished at a very low price, are all 
regarded as valuable, and, speaking from personal experience. they 
are valuable. All of these rights are jeopardized by this bill, if 
they are not entirely aver away. It is not a hazardous predic- 
tion to say that if this bill becomes a law the country press, the 
mainstay of 5 and devotion to free institutions among 
the masses of the people, will be weakened financially and weak- 
ened in its ability for good. The splendid country weeklies of to- 
day, e to the homes of oe poops each week a volume of 
excellent and varied information, will in all probability be reduced 
to the decrepit weeklies of a quarter of a century ago, in which 
were merely chronicled the sayings and doings of the neighbor- 
hoods in which they were published. This would be a calamity. 

The bill proposes to drive out of the second class into the third 
class, or out of the mails entirely, all books or reprints of books, 
whether they be issued complete or in parts, whether they be 
bound or unbound, whether they be sold by subscription or other- 
wise, or whether they purport to be premiums or supplements or 
parts of regular newspapers; all sample copies of newspapers 
or periodicals; all exchange copies of newspapers or periodicals; 
all copies sent free by the publisher; all unsold copies returned to 
news shea ae or to the publishers. And in addition to all this, 
it invests the Post-Office Department with supreme power to adopt 
such rules and regulations for the determination of any question 
affecting the right of a newspaper or periodical to be carried in 
the mails as second-class matter as practically creates a press cen- 
sorship; narrows the field now occupied by a large portion of the 
press of the country, and necessarily cripples its usefulness. 
this is proposed in the interest of economy in the service, upon 
a theory which has been shown to be visionary and unsound. 

Third-class matter costs the Government to handle more than 
double what it costs to handle second-class matter. It covers 
printed matter other than periodical publications. In addition to 
the handling and furnishing and canceling of stamps, the packages 
must be handled and sorted, both at the office of deposit and that 
of delivery. The mails are used as a rule only to send small pack- 
ages, or to places remote from the railroads, and which are not 
reached by the express companies. 

The ess companies carry this class of matter to practically 
all of their delivery points, under a special ‘‘ printed-matter ” rate, 
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at 2 cents per package less than the mail rate. The rate is adver- 
tised as 10 cents for each 14 pounds or less, and for single pack- 
ages exceeding 1} pounds, 1 cent for each additional 2 ounces. 
The third-class mail rate for 1} pounds is 12 cents, and 1 cent for 
each additional 2 ouncesorfraction. This printed-matter ” rate 
was evidently adopted by the express companies for the 3 
of securing the handling of all such matter as can be handled profit- 
ably, leaving to the Government the handling of packages costing 
less than 10 cents per package, or destined to remote points not 
reached by the companies. is becomes yery apparent when it 
is remembered that the printed-matter ” rate was not the result 
of competition 3 companies, but was ‘‘ pool” agreement 
among them. For the year ending June 30, 1894, the pieces of 
third-class matter carried by the mails only amounted to about 12 
per cent of the whole number of pieces of mail carried, and the 
percentage has not increased very much, if any, since. Under the 
operation of this bill, should it become a law, all of the matter 
transferred from the second class to the third class which can be 
profitably handled will be carried by the express companies. 

When the declaration of the chairman of the committee that 
“ he does not care is remembered, along with the significant fact 
that the express companies are all for the bill, is it wholly unwar- 
rantable to inquire if the bill is not framed rather in the interest 
of the express companies than of the peoe If the express com- 
panies continue to handle the profitable third-class matter, which 
they will do as long as they have a cheaper rate, how will the 
increase of third-class matter through the transfer to that class of 
matter now in the second class decrease the deficit in the revenues 
of the Department? Since it costs about as much to operate a pos- 
tal car carrying 10 tons of mail as it does when it carries 20 tons, 
inasmuch as the operating expenses of the Department are not 
seriously decreased by a decrease in the amount of mail handled, 
the question of how this bill enacted into law will enable the Post- 
Office artment to become self-sustaining becomes a problem 
which will probably wait for a solution until it is demonstrated 
how one 1 from 2 leaves 3. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I should like to have permission 
to extend my remarks slightly. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks permission to extend 
his remarks in the Recorp. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, how much time have I remaining? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has twenty minutes re- 


0 
Mr. QUIGG. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. MORSE]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Morse] is recognized for five minutes. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Chairman, before the holiday recess I was 
rather inclined to vote for this bill, but since the recess I have 
received some additional light, and I think now I shall vote against 
it. My desk is covered this morning with letters from constitu- 
ents, and they are not machine letters either, protesting against 
the passage of this bill, and it seems very clear that if it corrects 
any wrongs it creates greater ones. e country papers, and 
particularly the religious papers, get subscribers by sending out 
sample copies of their publications. This bill denies to religious 
papers the privilege which they have heretofore had in this direc- 
tion, except at a rate of postage which they can not afford, and 
the aa to local papers out of the county in which they are 

rinte 
5 I suspect, Mr. Chairman, that if this bill shall pass it will be 
followed by a bill in the interests of the express companies to 
increase the postage on merchandise. When you about 
atriotic measures, about measures to cement the Union together, 
do not believe there is any single measure that goes so far to 
inspire patriotism and love of country and the flag as a low rate 
of postage upon printed matter and merchandise. Ido not carea 
snap nora pinch of snuff whether the Post-Office Department pays 
or not. o gets the benefit of a low rate of postage, if it does 
not pay the Government, ie the people, and the poorest of 
our 8 at that? The Uni States post-office is a great na- 
tional blessing, and I would extend and not reduce this great 
national blessing. 

As stated by the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup], there 
may be some objectionable matter that has gone and is goin 
through the mails under the provisions of existing law, but 
want to tell you, Mr. Chairman, there is a great deal of matter 
going through the mails that is not objectionable. I want to say 
to you that log cabins on the prairie have standard works on little 
shelves which they would never have had; that they have reprints 
of the classics which the boys and young men and young women 
can read which they never would have had but for the provi- 
sions of existing law. 1 say if the bill corrects any wrongs, it 
creates greater ones. 
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I will use the balance of my time in reading two letters, amon 
many covering ti desk, protesting against the passage of this bill. 
ollo 


The first is as follows: 
BOSTON, December 50, 1890. 

DEAR Sin: We fully believe all that is ert against the bill referred to in 
the inclosed. We know that it would practically ruin our business, and cause 
the s sion of thousands of useful publications throughout the country, 
We look to you confidently to do everything in your power to defeat the 
measure. ith thanks för past favors, E 

We are, faithfully, yours, 


Hon. E. A. MORSE. 


The other letter is from the publishers of a religious paper. It 
is as follows: 


KASSON & PALMER. 


THE EVANGELIST PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
New York, January 5, 1397. 


My DEAR SIR: The Loud postal bill (He R. 4566), which is to be acted upon 
by your body on Wednesday, is a vicious attack upon publishers to prevent 
them from rae out sample copies in order to add new subscribers to 
their lists. It will break upand destroy the religious rs of this country. 
Under this bill, as is constantly the case, parties send for back numbers 
complete files; it would be practically a prohibition, except at rates which 
would be ruinous to publishers. [hope you will see your way clear to oppose 


e trul 
e; vo , yours, 
eme Very Mews vou A. PRESBREY, 
Business Manager. 
Hon. ELIJAH Morse, 
Washington, D. C. 


Now, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the House of Represent- 
atives, I trust that this measure will be defeated, certainly defeated 
if it can not be amended in such a way as to remove these objec- 
tions which I have raised. ' 

If I have any time remaining I yield it back to the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Quiae]. 

Mr. QUIGG. r. Chairman, I yield the balance of my time to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BINGHAM]. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I think there are some features 
of what is called the Loud bill that deservedly appeal to the con- 
sideration and wise action of this House; but at the same time 
the radical features of the bill, books, or reprints of books, whether 
issued complete or in parts, bound or unbound, sold by subscrip- 
tion or otherwise, and so forth, as set forth in the first paragraph of 
the bill, are of a character, I think, that should not be included in 
the provisions of any bill, unless there is to be a general revision 
of the rates of postage, covering all mail matter. I believe that 
there should be a revision of postage rates, comprehensive, cover- 
ing all, making but two classes of mail matter, and as the Govern- 
ment has entered upon the transportation of merchandise, the 
rates should be at cost. There should be but two, and at most but 
three, divisions of the mail matter, and therefore of postage rates. 
The drift and current of public opinion and expression during the 

ast ten years has been to the re nongo postal rates or postages. 

tis within my recollection as a member of this House when the 
rate on letter matter was 96 cents a pound, the basis of weight 
being halfanounce. Itisto-day but 32 cents a pound, and the basis 
of weight upon which that rate is fixed is 1 ounce. Seeds, bulbs, 
roots, scions, and plants are by the act of July 28, 1888, made 
mailable at the third-class rate, or 8 cents a pound—reduced from 
the old rate of merchandise at 16 cents a pound. 

We have also by radical legislation during the last fifteen years 
changed from the old system of newspaper postage under the 
quarterly payment to pound rate. Theactof June 28, 1874, estab- 
lished a pound rate, and fixed the postage on newspapers at 2 cents 
per pound and on periodicals at 8 cents per pound. In 1879 we 
changed the law, and by the act of March 3 of that year fixed a 
uniform rate of 2 cents per pound on newspapers and periodicals, 
In the act of March 3, 1885, Congress reduced the rate of posta; 
on second-class matter to 1 cent per pound, The following table 
shows the amount of mail matter that has been carried at 1 cent 
per pound since July 1, 1885: 


Number of pounds of second-class matter mailed annually at 1-cent rate, and 
annual increase of same. 


272/204 1475 
423,085 13.80 
972,200 | 12.51 
12,411,637 | 7.67 
22,805,828 |. 13.15 
25,700,300 | 13.0 
32,991,821 | 14.32 
843,907 | 8 
10,524,070 | 4.13 
81,825,969 | 11.81 


At the period of this legislation I was a member of the Com- 
mittee on Post-Office and Post-Roads, and heartily concurred in 
the reduction; and why? Simply because we had recog! for 
many years past that the Post-Office Department is one of the 

aiders or abettors of the Government in the education of 

ple. We have recognized that resultant in every change 
we have made with referenceto newspaper, 8 and period- 
ical publications. It is not only in the postal laws, but in the 
whole trend of the Goverhment administration and policies that we 
have appropriated liberally for the cause of humanity and educa- 


tion. 
Congress has never assumed that the Post-Office tment 
should be a paying Department. Its legislation always looked to 


efficiency and conveniences for the people rather than revenue. 
It is under the Constitution a Government obligation for the peo- 
ple, and in addition to that? by legislation, it is wisely for the 
education of the people, whenever that result can be secured by 
an adjustment of postal rates. 

What dowe do as a Government for the cause of humanity and 
education? What do we do that brings back any specific revenue 
return for the gifts of the Government for education? I have the 
bills in my hand for the admission of Utah, Arizona, and New 
Mexico. In the bill admitting these Territories as States we give 
one-ninth of all the public lands in the Territory for the support 
of common schools; we give 64,000 acres of public lands for the 
public buildings at the capital; 48,080 acres of public lands for 
establishing the University of Utah; 110,000 acres of public lands 
for the use of the University of Utah; 200,000 acres of public lands 
for use of the agricultural college; 5 per cent of the net proceeds 
of sales of all public lands in Utah to be paid to the State for 
the support of common schools; and so in all these bills we have 

iven millions upon millions of the acreage of the Government 
or the education of their pene 

What have we done and are continually doing in other legisla- 
policies? Here within sight of the Capitol 
is the greatest printing office in the world, none reaching it in 
annual output and work. We spend almost $4,000,000 annually 
in that bureau, and two-thirds of its output goes direct to the 
people under the franking privilege of members of Congress, and 
what for? For education. What have we done in the develo 
ment of the great West and subsidies to our Pacific railroads? 
According to the report of the Commissioner of Railroads for 
1893, page 224, we have given 196,569,372 acres. In bonds issued 
to . according to the report of the Commissioner of Rail- 
roads for 1896, we have given $64,623,512; interest paid by the 
United States thereon to June 30, 1896, $109,178,231, giving a sum 
total in principal and interest of $173,801,743. Of the interest 

id by the United States the railroads had not repaid June 30 
1806, $53,510,467. This has been given for the development of 
interstate commerce, for the interchange of labor results and 
intercourse of our people. 

Now let us see what has been given in the way of aid or loans 
to expositions and expenses of Government exhibits thereat: 


Centennial Exposition, 1876: 


tion and governmental 


Eonn (topad ines sane hss paina tap enee cues cans $1, 500, 000 

Government exhibit. ..........--.--.------------ 578, 500 
New Orleans Exposition, 1884: 

Loan (never sepaid) A ss tse aces 1, 000, 000 

n oe ae SPE Bee IN) RATE 350, 000 

Government exhibfitttt pa aaa a 800, 000 
Cincinnati Industrial Exposition, 1884: : 

Government exhibit. --<:-- ..2455-222-52-s4--s00 10, 000 
Louisville Southern Exposition, 1884: 

Government exhibi' ttt 10, 000 
World's Columbian Exposition, 1893: 

711177 ͤ ͤ y ten e are een tee 2, 550, 000 

Expenses of commission, building, exhibits, eto. 2, 182,106 
Atlanta Exposition, 1895: 

Government exhibit and building 200, 000 
Nashville eee bec? cmp 1897: 

Government building and exhibit-.-...........-. 180, 000 
Omaha (Nebr.) tion, 1898: 

Government exhibit and building 200, 000 

TOM acs secure dhe T aha aamlssoaueeu en waad 8, 960, 606 


What did we have the expositions for, so far as the Government 
exhibit was concerned, except for the education of the peoplein the 
use and sense of that work? 

Take the Agricultural e The Agricultural appropria- 
tion act for the current fiscal year 1897, including $750,000 for 
agricultural experiment stations, $150.000 for seeds, and $883,772 
for the Weather Bureau, and with other items, amounts to$3,225,532 
for the year. For the support of Indian schools the Government 
appropriated 83,518,815, making a total appropriation for the 
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Indians of $7,392,496. I submit the list of appropriations made in 
the legislative appropriation and sundry civil acts: 


eee annin 7,820 
Bureau of Education...-....-...-.....-...-.-.-.. 2975 520 
De ONS Of: err 172,170 

In sun civil act: 
Life-Saving Service 1, 538, 590 
National Museum 195, 725 
National Zoological Park 7, 000 
Ethnological resear ches. 45, 000 
Bish-Gomanisaion . E a aAA 357,360 
Deaf and Dumb Institution 57, 500 
Howard University for Colored Youth.._..._.._. 32, 600 
Zier e E AE 80, 000 
Purchase of building in which Lincoln died 31, 000 
Washington Monument 11,520 
Yellowstone Park ERE ES ERE 35, 000 
Chickaman, ee CCC 75, 000 
Gettysburg Military Park 50, 000 
National cemeteries, maintenance, eto 222, 988 

Permanent eee, 

lleges for culture and mechanic arts 1, 056, 000 
Instruction of the blind 6, 000 

ROM ar sa AAA ede accueteaseaerause 14, 754, 271 


I could go on almost without limit making an exhibit of what 
we have done as a Government in the way of developing our 
resources, advancing our civilization, and educating our people, 
not by A temporary expedient, but by annual allowances and ap- 
propriations. 

e gentleman from California claims his bill wili result in an 
economy to the service and a less deficiency. He informs us all 
about how much is going to be saved. I submit to the gentleman 
that when he is making up his bill covering the appropriations 
for the Post-Office Department for the next fiscal year, it will not 
show any diminution in either estimate or appropriation. The 
passage of this bill will not change his allowance by appropriation 
one single cent. The Postmaster-General has made a statement, 
which has no doubt been referred to in this debate—I have not 
been present, having been detained elsewhere. The Postmaster- 
General says that if it was not for this projected legislation he 
would simply, by a movement of his , change the rulings of 
the Department so as to keep from the mails the matter that 
he believes should not be allowed to go in at these rates, and the 
gentleman-comes in here and says this is the remedial legislation 
that the bill asks for. 

It goes further. My time will not admit of my enterin 
details. I call attention to the language of the Postmaster- 
in his report just sent to Congress: 

That but for the hope that Congress would enact the bill now on the House 
88 8 1 eee to and reverse the 
and to excinde adam tng an es 
other publications not in the 
rather loose p! 


upon 
neral 


The Postmaster-General, under the act of 1885, which put second- 
class matter at 1 cent a pound, could, by his own ruling, exclude 
from the mails the serial libraries and other publications not 
within the policy of the law. The responsibility rests with him. 

What else do we do? The gentleman talks to us about millions 
and millions being saved by thi Freeones legislation. He forgets 
that his bill reaches only a most limited line of second-class mail 
matter, a line which, as the Postmaster-General tells you, he 
could exclude by his own order to-day, butin the second class we 
send through the mails absolutely free a vast quantity of mail 
matter. The gentleman from California tells us that the cost of 
mail transportation is 8 or 8} cents a pound. When the gentle- 
man makes that statement he knows that there is included in his 
figures the free matter which is sent through the mails for the 
Government, amounting to $10,000,000 annually, and upon that 
basis he makes his computation that the cost of carrying the mails 
is 8 or 8} cents a ponnd. He includes, I say, the $10,000,000 that 
goes to the benefit of the Government in the transportation of all 
sorts of free matter. What do we do in the county districts? 
For almost half a century, or perhaps longer, county matter has 
gone free. What does that amount to? In the report of the 

ostmaster-General for 1896 he submits: 

Of the 248,988,648 pounds of second-class matter handled during the year 
52.348.248 pounds were “county-free’’ matter—that is, “newspapers, one 
otf to each subscriber in the county where same are printed in whole or in 

and published —-which is carried free in the . This grant of freo 


transmission is of long standing and rests on grounds of public policy w 
I have no disposition to question. = 8 


Fifty-two million three hundred and forty-eight thousand three 
hundred and forty-eight pounds county free; more than one- 
sixth of the whole amount of 1 cent a pound mail matter of the 
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second class goes free. In money that amounts to upward of 


$4,000,000 a year. Why is that done? It is done on the ground of 
popular education, Ido not take exception to it, but when the 

mtleman talks about saving millions, and when he submits to 
fhis Congress a report starting out with a declaration which he 
carries through in no particular, but which should be carried 
through if you are going to revise your rates of postage, I feel 
bound to attention to these facts. What does the gentleman 
submit in his report? He says: 

Your committee desire to be pardoned for aseeming larceny of expression, 
but can not refrain from trespassing upon the quotation of our illustrious 
President, and willassume whatisan apparent fact, that we are very seriously 
confronted with the practical results of a “theory in the management of 
the Post-Office Department. We assume it to be the duty of the Govern- 


t to not alone treat all of its citizens in theory alike, but to do so in fact 
actual practice. 3 


And then the gentleman goes on with the detail of his ort 
upon the bill. Thereis nothing in his bill, and the gentleman 
not include in his bill anything affecting the 52,000,000 pounds of 
„ county-free " matter, amounting to upward of $4,000,000 annu- 
ally, as he ought to do, upon his principle that what is due to one 
is ans to all. 

Take the ee of 20,000 publications, daily, weekly, semi- 
weekly, monthly, quarterly, and so on; the gentleman dare not 
deal with them on the basis of his declaration in his report that 
what is good for one is for all, and that what is just for one 
is just for all, or, to use his exact language, ‘‘ We assume it to be 
the duty of the Government to not alone treat all of its citizens in 
theory alike, but to do so in fact by actual practice.” He dare 
not, and he does not impinge in his bill upon the rights or privi- 
leges of a single one of these periodical publications. And yet the 
gentleman comes in here and states that it costs 8; cents a pound 
to transport all mail matter, and he makes that the und for 
this proposed legislation, while at the same time his bill does not 
taneh the great nega os these daily, weekly, semiweekly, and 
other publications. he gentleman, therefore, predicates his re- 
port upon a statement which he does not carry out in any pro- 
vision of his bill. If you are going to divest the Post-Office 
Department of its educational purposes, then let all who send 
matter through the mails pay e, making that proper variance 
in your rates which is demanded by the requirements of the 
service wherein the necessity for larger and stricter care shall be 
more 1 charged for, but let the business be equalized all 
around. 

Now, what does this bill propose? The Loud bill contains two 
serious propositions. The gentleman proposes to exclude from 
the cate , as second-class matter carried at the 1 cent a pound 
rate, what are called serial publications. Now, a serial publica- 
tion can be made upof any line of matter not forbidden by law to 
be carried through the mails. Shakespeare, the Bible, any of the 
standard works, any kind of matter not in violation of the law of 
Congress with reference to tr rtation through the mails, can 
be issued in serial form. Why should it not be so? Why should 
not I be permitted to subscribe to Harper’s serial or to Lippincott's 
serial as well as to Harper’s Magazine or Lippincott’s Magazine? 
Lippincott’s Magazine every month prints a novel covering from 
80 to 100 pages. That novel can go through the mails in the mag- 
azine at 1 cent a pound, but the moment it is taken out of that 
publication and sent to subscribers it is to pay 8 cents a pound. 

Here the hammer Ta 
8 r. LOUD. I will yield the gentleman five minutes more if he 
res. 

Mr. BINGHAM, I thank the gentleman, but I will content 
myself with asking permission to elaborate my remarks in the 
RECORD. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, before proceeding with this debate 
I wish to make a statement regarding a journal known as the 
Youth’s Companion. The proprietor, a gentleman of the old 
school, high-minded, noble in his instincts, and is above seeking 
to defraud any individual, much less the Government of his coun- 
try, assumes that we made an invidious distinction regarding his 
journal in alluding to it in our report wherein we refer to the 
great weight of and loss to the Government in sending out a spe- 
cial edition of a Christmas number. 

Now, in justice to him, let me say that nothing of that char- 
acter was intended, but used simply as an illustration of the great 
weight of matter sent through the mails. The Youth’s Com- 
panion simply did what most of the legitimate publishers of this 
country have done, are doing to-day, and will continue to do 
under this bill, and no special criticism was intended of this most 
estimable journal, which we commend to the youth of the land. 
In justice to ourselves, permit me to say, however, that we did 
not think at the time, nor do we now, that that sort of special 
edition should be allowed to pass through the mails at pound 
rates, for the special matter is purely advertising. It wasrefused 
admission, then admitted by the Postmaster-General, and I assume 


that it will continue, for we do not change the law; yet we readily 
acquit the Youth’s Companion of any attempt to defraud the 
mail service. It is too reputable a journal and managed by a 
gentleman of too high character to even think of such practices. 

Mr. Chairman, one thing regrettable to me more than anyt 
else is that the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BINGHAM] an 
myself, after having stood side by side on this floor almost alone 
in many a hard-fought battle, are now compelled to part compan 
upon this question. I have great admiration for his courage an 
deg respect for his ability in relation to post-office matters. He 

as made an argument here which does not, of course, a to 
my mind, but in superficially covering the whole ground it will 
sa! cre strongly to the minds of many members of this House. 

The gentleman, I think, however, unintentionally—I will give 
him credit for sincerity by using the word ‘ unintentionally ”— 
referred time and again, with all the emphasis that repetition could 
give, to the supposed inconsistency contained in my report or in 
the report of the committee. And he pointed his finger at me and 
said, The gentleman dare not impose this penalty upon county- 
free matter and upon the great press of thiscountry.” I think the 
8 did not intend that remark for me. He knows well 

t that is my true inherent position. But when you are seeking 
to accomplish anything by legislation, he knows as well as any 
other gentleman on this floor that you must concede to conditions. 
You must in this country of ours have certain support with you. 
I might say that to accomplish good at times you must even com- 
promise with the devil. I “dare not!” It is my position to-day— 
well defined, as the gentleman knows. If I had the power, I would 
impose upon every branch of mailable matter the amount that it 
costs the Government to handle and pea eh, it. But the gentle- 
man well knows that we must be practical in all propositions. The 
gentleman, perhaps, can satisfy his conscience in voting against 
this measure, because we will not extend it over all the publica- 
tions of this country. - 

I will not quarrel with the gentleman, however, about his con- 
science or about what may be the sentiment of his own pe 
He is courageous and fearless; he must be the judge of his own 
course as well as accept the consequences. I shall do the same. 
Outside of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, with all due respect 
to the many gentlemen who have discussed this question, only the 
8 from New Lork has touched the question at 0 

fore the House to-day. My friend from Pennsylvania on the 
other side [Mr. WAN dER], following the lead of a gentleman 
from somewhere else, claims that this is an attempt on the part of 
the President of the United States—a conspiracy, if you please, on 
the part of the President of the United States, the Postmaster- 
General, and the Post-Office Committee of the House to take the 
management and distribution of our mail matter out of the hands 
of the people and place it in the hands of a few private individuals 
and corporations. Why, sir, nothing of the sort is attempted, 
and that phase of the case is as pertinent to the measure up for 
discussion before us as many other points that have been made. 

One gentleman yesterday dwelt at great length upon this phase 
of the question. One gentleman, sir, from somewhere—I do not 
know where—alluded to the position taken by the chairman of 
the committee, intimating that he, the arch conspirator of this 
case, was seeking to take the management of the Post-Office De- 
pem out of the hands of the people. Oh, I felt sotired; that 

eeling of weariness and lassitude overcame me, and I said! bah!” 
but consoled myself with the thought that the self-styled cham- 
pion and e e of the common people was still following the 
course pursued for many years, was demagoging—playing to the 
gallery—to the end of his public career. 

This is a greater question, Mr, Chairman, than a matter of per- 
sonality. the chairman of the committee on the floor of this 
House has objected to the private pension bill or the private claim 
of any person, if he can satisfy his conscience because of that fact 
tovote akama this bill, why then he must take the consequences, 
not L is is a measure, permit me to say, of greater impor- 
tance than that. And it makes no difference who advocates it. 
If it be right, if it be based upon equity and sound business prin- 
ciples, then it should pass. If it be wrong, if the position 
assumed by the Post-Office Committee here does not appeal to 

your sense of justice and right, then, regardless of any local 
influence that may be exercised upon your minds, it is your duty 
to vote against the measure. 

Weare here as opala tora of the great people of this country, 
not here to protect the interests of a small business college which 
happens to be located in our town. Neither are we here to pro- 
tect the individual interests of any newspaper published in our 
district. Let me say to you again, if the propositions advanced 
here be right, then they should be sustained by this House; and if 
wrong, they should fall. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. auaa took some 
notes of what he said yesterday—dwelt at great length upon the 
amount of saving which would result from the ne of this 
bill. He finally stopped, I think, at $2,000,000. e criticised at 


great length some possible slip of the tongue regarding figures 
made by the chairman of the committee in a former debate. Yet, 
let me say to the gentleman if he carefully scans his own remarks 
this morning in talking about a paper called Comfort, he will find 
this statement: 

This paper— 

Comfort, now published in the city of Augusta— 

This paper pays more than $6,000 a month for first-class or letter postage. 

He pays $2,000 a month to the Government to take his paper 
and spread it broadcast. 2 

More than $8,000 a month, according to this statement, is paid 
where? At the place of publication of this paper, where it must 
be paid. Yet, permit me to say to the gentleman that the receipts 
of the Hoatotioe at Augusta never yet equaled $90,000 a year. 
This very paper that the gentleman held up for our inspection 
paid, it would seem, $98,000 of the $89,000 received at that office! 

Mr. QUIGG. Will the gentleman allow an interruption? 

Mr. LOUD. Certainly. N 

Mr. QUIGG. I told the gentleman yesterday that this news- 
paper maintained an editorial office in the city of Boston. Ido 
not know, of course, whether it buys its postage stamps in Boston 
or Augusta. I should have supposed, however, that they were 
purchased at the place of publication of the paper; but it does not 
necessarily follow that they may not be purchased in Boston. 

Mr. LOUD. The presumption is that they are purchased at the 


place of publication. 2 

Mr. QUIGG (continuing). At all events either at Boston or 
Augusta; and the gentleman can verify the facts which I have 
stated as to the amount of postage paid by that publication. 

Mr. HEPBURN. If the gentleman from California will per- 
mit me, I find on one of the letter heads or advertisements of Com- 
fort this language: 

Send all letters and remittances to the home office, Augusta, Me. 

Mr. LOUD. Certainly. 

Why, the gentleman from New York well knows that the rules 

of the Post-Office Department require the mailıng of newspapers 
at the office of publication. 

Mr. QUIGG. Undoubtedly. Theyaremailed where published; 
but it does not follow that the $6,000 of first-class postage was not 
paid at Boston or Augusta, or at both. There is nooccasion to dis- 
pute the statement of this man. 

Mr. LOUD. Perhaps; but let me say to the gentleman from 
New York that there are other papers published in . and 
I have great sympathy for the gentleman from Maine [Mr. MILLI- 
KEN], because I know his better judgment tells him that this bill, 


in its every letter, is 8 7 5 and just to the great American people. 
Mr. MILLIKEN. ill the gentleman allow an interruption? 
Mr. LOUD. Certainly. 


Mr. MILLIKEN. I will say that Ido not need the gentleman’s 
sympathy. If he will be just, it is all I ask. 

Mr. LOUD. That is whatI propose to be, in so far as Iam able. 

I want to say a word further, however, in reference to this same 
point. Let us take as a starting point the fact that the city of 
Augusta, Me., with a population of 10,500, mails more than 2 per 
cent of all the second-class mail matter in this country. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. That shows its enterprise. 

Mr. LOUD. So that this paper Comfort is not the only paper 
published there. Why, Mr. Chairman, Vickery & Hill’s list shows 
a guaranteed circulation outside of Comfort of 1,532,500. Brooks 
has a list, as you well know; and there are other publications 
there. 

If you look at the Third Assistant Postmaster-General's report a 
startling fact confronts you. You find that as the ninth city on the 
list for mailing second-class publications appears that beautiful, 
rich, and wealthy city of Augusta, Me., with a population of but 
10,500, : 

Mr. MILLIKEN, If the gentleman will allow me a single word. 
I do not wish to be impertinent in interrupting him, but I would 
like to know if the gentleman from California thinks that city 
ought to be condemned for its enterprise? 

r. LOUD. Not at all. 

Mr. MILLIKEN (continuing). Or that Augusta ought to be 
proscribed for patronizing the mails as it does? , 

Mr. LOUD. By no means. I wish to commend the city. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Awordmore. Augusta has not only patron- 
ized the mails of the country perhaps greater than any other city 
of its population, bnt it has sent to this House and to the other 
end of the Capitol, and into the Cabinet, more brains than were ever 
furnished by any other city, big or little, throughout the country. 


ingina 2 : 

r. LOUD. Oh, very well; I will let you put all that into the 

RECORD, and all the rest of it pr want to, and will say amen. 

There is no doubt of the truth of the statement of the gentleman, 

and I do not desire to dispute it in any way. * 
I reiterate that I do not desire to make any invidious insinua- 


tions against the city of Augusta. It is to be commended for the 
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fact that more than 2 per cent of the second-class mail matter ig| 
mailed in a city where the receipts of the postal service is less 
than $90,000 a year. : 

The city of Augusta comes next to my own city in the amount 
of second-class matter mailed, and yet the receipts of the post-| 
office where I reside are more than $700,000 a year. Notwith- 
standing that fact, it mailed but a trifle more of second-c | 
matter than the city of Augusta, where the receipts are but 
$90,000 annually. 

Mr. MILLIKEN They are behind the times out in the gentle- 
man’s city. 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, yes; I know that. [Laughter.] 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Qui1G@] said yesterday that 
this bill would not saye the amount of money estimated by the! 
committee. Well, I do not care whether it will save the amount 
estimated by the committee or not. We are only giving our judg- 
ment, and do not claim to be infallible. If we take the estimates 
of Postmaster-General Wanamaker, in 1892, in which he stated 
in his report, that there was mailed that year 50,000 tons of serial 
novels, then we must come to the conclusion that in that year we 
lost more than $13,000,000 in the transmission of serial novels 
alone, and there has been an increase of 25 per cent in second-class 
matter since then. Or we may take the estimate made by the 
same gentleman, in which he figures the loss on one publication 
at $2,000, and then compare his statement with one made by 
Postmaster-General Bissell, in which he said that there were more 
than 24,000 second-class entries in four years, and that the most reli- 
able newspaper directories in the country gave an increase of only 
8,157. Taking that statement, we must n ily come to the 
conclusion that more than 20,000 of those entries were illegitimate— 
that the publications had d out of existence, or were not 


classed pee legitimate publications in this country. 
Mr. BINGHAM, ill the gentleman allow a statement in that 
connection? ` 
Mr. LOUD. Why, certainly. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I have sent the memoranda to the Reporters’ 


desk, but from the Post-Office Department I have the statemen 
that at the present time there are only 25,000 publications of al 
classes entered as second-class matter, and this includes the daily, 
weekly, triweekly, monthly, and quarterly publications. 

Mr. LOUD. Twenty-five thousand on the list to-day? 8 

Mr. BINGHAM. On the list secar: I gava the gentleman a 
detailed statement of 20,000, coming from the regular newspaper 
publications, which detailed statement will appear in my remarks, 

Mr. LOUD. Ido not doubt the 8 s statement. That 
has nothing whatever to do with the statement made by myself 
that 24,000 entries were made in four years, and only 3,157 were 
legitimate. Entries are made every day. Business men in this 
country are compelled to issue publications in order to protect 
themselves against others who pursue this course. In the busi- 
ness world you are brought in close competition with men who 
take advantage of every condition. Your adjoining neighbor 
issues an advertising sheet to advertise his own business. He is 
oe under the law to get a few advertisements outside. 
He fixes his publication in such shape that it is admitted as second- 
class matter. It is sent broadcast over the land at a cent a pound. 
It has fulfilled its mission. It goes out of existence, dies, perhaps 
to reappear again when the necessities of the case demand it. 

Mr. 9801 Will the gentleman allow me a question there? 

Mr. LOUD. Certainly, if the gentleman will confine it to a 
question. 

Mr. QUIGG. I do not understand how that can be done under 
thelaw. Does notexistinglaw declare that a publication designed, 
primarily for advertising purposes shall not have admission as 
second-class matter? 

Mr. LOUD. I can answer the gentleman’s question without his 
S it any further. I do not want to be rude to him, but 
e mentioned that matter yesterday, and I understand his inquiry, 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman declines to yield further. 

Mr. QUIGG. I do not understand that he declines to yield. 

Mr. LOUD. I understand the point, because the gentleman 
made the same point yesterday. I have said before, and I will 
take occasion to say again, that if you can show me the man who 
can draw the line between the legitimate and the illegitimate, if 
he be a disinterested party, so as to not include himself, then I 
say to you that verily t has come again upon this earth, and 
a perfect man is found. 

he gentleman dwelt at length yesterday on the fact that it was 
unn for us to enact a law when the law was already suf - 
ficient. Why, legislative bodies every day, in all parts of the 
country, are enacting and reenacting laws when they find that 
the courts are construing a law contrary to the intent, or contrary 
to the convictions of the legislative body. 

Mr. QUIGG. But the gentleman does not 9 the law in 
this respect. He simply cuts out sample copies. ey can go on! 
and te that fraud just as easily as they do now. ‘ 

Mr. LOUD. But permit me to say that the gentleman knows: 
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as well as I do that I do not seek to change the law restricting 
the legitimate. Yet the gentleman intimated in very strong 
language yesterday that this bill would strangle the publishing 
interests of this country. 

Mr. QUIGG. Why, so it will. ; 

Mr. LOUD. This bill does not seek to change the law govern- 
ing that. But much has been said about the power contained in 
this bill, vesting in the Postmaster-General greater censorship 
over the press. Why, it is the merest rot, and the gentleman 
knows it better than any member of this House, for there is to-day 
vested in the Postmaster-General, by reason of necessity, absolute 

wer over the admission and circulation of second-class matter. 
This bill seeks to contract the power vested in him. This bill 
seeks to limit the power vested in him by stating emphatically 
what matter shall not hereafter be mailable at the pound rate. 

The gentleman dwelt yesterday at considerable length on the 
fact that the present chairman of the Post-Office Committee would 
not make the showing, in the bill brought into the House, of the 
saving claimed in his bill. That is not really pertinent to the 
question under consideration, Mr. Chairman, because the com- 
mittee could not bring a bill into this House to meet the demands 
of this bill until the bill became a law. But I will be perfectly 
frank to the gentleman, as I hope I have been to every other mem- 
ber of this House. If I am wrong, I want to be convinced of that 
fact. The effects of the reform contemplated by this bill can not 
be felt immediately. If this bill were to become a law to-morrow, 
IT should not, in my official capacity, recommend the dismissal of 
clerks in the post-offices, of letter carriers, of railway mail clerks,” 
but, in my capacity as chairman of that committee, I should urge 
with all my ability that the increased amount asked for this year 
for 9 transportation, nearly $2,000,000; the increase of post- 
office clerks, over $600,000; the increase of ye | mail clerks, 
over $400,000; the increase in the amount asked for letter carriers, 
nearly $600,000, be stricken from the bill that would be consid- 
ered by this body. And let me say to you further, in full frank- 
ness, that if this bill should become a law, its full effect can not 
be felt for four years. y 

The full effect of this bill can not be felt until the quadrennial 
weighing shall have been fully completed, which will take three 
years; and its effect, permit me to say, will be felt so gradually 
along the line that no one will be an immediate sufferer. Of 
course it is easy to ascertain within a few million dollars what the 
Government is going to save in transportation. My friend from 
Missouri [Mr. TRACEY] occupied ten or fifteen minutes saying it 
costs us more to transmit one class of matter than it does to trans- 
mitanother. Now, the gentleman has fallen into the same error as 
the so-called Publishers’ Association did last year—that this com- 
mittee had taken into consideration the items of transportation 
and handling, yet the committee has confined itself in its report 
exclusively to the cost of transportation, because it was one easy 
to be ascertained, and we did not enter the field of handling. 
Permit me to say, with great respect to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, his remarks are not pertinent to this question. The cost of 
handling is one that I understand no man can arrive at accurately; 
but it costs as much to transmit a pound of newspapers as it does 
to transmit a pound of registered first-class matter. We pay so 
much per pound per mile for transportation, and it is one of the 
simplest problems in arithmetic for us to ascertain what it costs 
to transmit all our matter, and then how much it costs to trans- 
mit second-class matter per pound. 

Now, then, when it comes to the field of handling, we have 
placed it at an estimate of 4 cents a pound, which is most con- 
servative. Gentlemen might ask me why I put it at that. The 
report of Postmaster Bissell will show—mark me closely, because 
you should understand these things—that more than one-third of 
the total number of pieces of all mail matter handled in 1894 was 
second class. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Quie] must 
admit that it costs the Post-Office Department as much—he knows 
well that it costs more—to handle one piece of second-class matter 
as it costs to handle one piece of first-class matter. I have had 
experience in the post-office. Ican route ten letters hour by hour 
for distribution quicker than you can a piece of second-class mat- 
ter. It is the same with the letter carriers and the same with the 
railroad mail clerks. Now, then, when I put the estimate at 4 
cents I am very conservative. One-third of the total cost of the 
Post-Office Department outside of transportation is legitimately 
chargeable to second-class matter. 

Mr, QUIGG. You mean 4 cents a pound for the cost of trans- 
portation? 

Mr. LOUD. No; 4 cents for pandas 

Mr. QUIGG. Oh! for handling. I think that is very conserva- 


ve. 

Mr. LOUD. Is not that very conservative? 

Mr. QUIGG. I think so. 

Mr. LOUD. So then, one-third of the total expense of the Post- 
Office Department to-day, outside of the cost of transportation, is 
legitimately chargeable to second-class matter. It costs us, in 


round numbers, $51,000,000; and then I put it at $17,000,000. That 


is very conservative. It is probably over $20,000,000; and to put 
it at $17,000,000 is a conservative estimate of what is chargeable 
to second-class matter. I will be conservative in another esti- 
mate. One-third of the second-class matter going through the 
mails to-day—the gentleman well knows that the great New 
York dailies and the great metropolitan journals are distributed by 
express within the limit of 500 miles to a great extent,and the 
Government does not get any of it. Now, I will make this esti- 
mate, and the gentleman knows it is a conservative one. I 
believe that one-third of the second-class matter now going 
through the mails will be eliminated by this bill. 

Mr. QUIGG. Why does not the gentleman prove that? The 
Post-Office Department must have the figures, and if the gentle- 
man’s statement is correct he certainly can prove it. 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, yes; in the course of a few years. 

Mr. QUIGG. But the gentleman’s estimates are—— 

Mr. LOUD. I must decline to be interrupted further at this 
time. I will even take the statement of the gentlemen who are 
most interested in this matter—gentlemen who spent last winter 
here . this business, the assumed ‘‘ Publishers’ Asso- 
ciation.” ey are more interested and ought to know about this 
better than anyone else, and they have charged that this bill will 
eliminate from the mails 100,000 tons of this matter. I believe 
that is all “rot,” and they, in their revised statement, take it 
back; so I will be conservative and say that one-third of the 
second-class matter now going through the mails will either be 
eliminated or will pay us 8 cents a pound. Whynot? The policy 
of this Government toward the legitimate press of the country has 
been to 0 it, and I am willing to accept that policy; but 
why, Lask, should the legitimate advertising of a business man 
advertising, and nothing but advertising—be carried through the 
mails at the pound rate? Why, Mr. Chairman, it is debauching 
public sentiment. If I, as a merchant, seek to pursue an honest 
career, and if somebody else adopts methods by which the Gov- 
ernment is made use of to aid his business in competition with 
mine, then it is evident that I must adopt the same course, or 
else must go out of business. 

Gentlemen have placed their defense of the existing policy upon 
educational pons Now, I do not care to deal specially with 
the book part of this question. I will merely say in passing that 
there is involved in it a great moral question, which I do not care 
to discuss at this time. I hold in my i hand a book, proveny 
a very estimable publication, by the Hon. M. W. HOWARD. 
have never read it, but it must be an estimable work, because its 
author is commended to our consideration by the present Vice- 
President of the United States and by a gentleman signing him- 
self Davip B. HILL, Senator from New York. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. LOUD. I decline to yield, Mr. Chairman. 

i Mr MORSE. The gentleman does injustice to the Vice-Presi- 
ent. 

Mr. LOUD. I am perfectly willing to admit, Mr. Chairman, 
that this is probably a work of high standing, but permit me to 
say that the name of Howarp has not yet attained to such emi- 
nence in the literary world as the name of the author of this other 
book, Ivanhoe, by Sir Walter Scott, that great man whose works 
we all delight toreadand reread. Gentlemen tell us that this sys- 
tem of cheap postage has given cheap books to the people. Well, 
If Christ Came to Congress costs 50 cents, I suppose there is some 
extra charge for this encircling of a serpent around faces which 
some of us might recognize, At all events, the book costs 50 
cents. On the other hand, I have bought a copy of Sir Walter 
Scott's Ivanhoe, bound, for 25 cents, and could purchase ten copies 
for $2, yet Scott’s work, Ivanhoe, going 185 the mails must 
pay 8 cents a pound, While If Christ Came to Congress is carried 


for 1 cent a 5 

Mr. MIL N. Now, is that difference made because Ivan- 
hoe is Scott's work, or is it because the work is bound? 

Mr. LOUD. The gentleman knows why it is made. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Of course I do. I simply wanted to know 
whether my friend knew. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LOUD. Well, the gentleman can take me out after a while 
and tell me. ee 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I fear that I should have to spend too much 
time in making the gentleman understand. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LOUD. Now, Mr. Chairman, I have here a lot of these 
papers, Vickery & Hill's list: Good Stories, Happy Hours, Hearth 
and Home, and so on, guaranteed circulation 1,522,500; Yankee 
Blade, 100,000; American Nations, 100,000; Fireside Gem, 150,000 
circulation. Here is one published right in Washington with a 
guaranteed. circulation of 150,000. 

Mr. BOWERS. I never saw one of those publications. 

Mr. LOUD. No; and I venture to say that there is not a gen- 
seoan in this House who ever saw or even heard of any of them 

efore. N 

Mr. BOWERS. Ihave never seen a copy of any one that you 
have mentioned. . 

Mr. LOUD. Read them and you will come to the conclusion 
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that they are published primarily for advertising pu s, but 
when the question is presented to the average mind the line of 
distinction is so faint that you will feel bound to call ape Sie 


sion thro the mail? Why should the Government be 
withitin di inating its legitimate advertising throughout the 
length and breadth of land? t sustains these papers an 


magazines? Look at this list and see their rates of advertising— 
The Century, $250 a page; the Ladies’ Home Journal, $4,000 a ; 
Munsey's, $500 a page, aud so on. Are papers sustained by the 
pr of their circulation? No; those days have gone. 

Now, a few words on this question from the educational stand- 

int. In connection with this view of the question, I asked this 
Rouso before, would you be willing to-day, if you were to inau- 
gurate this business, to devote $25,000,000 a year for the su 
and furtherance of this class of educational matter? Yet that is 
what you are doing. We are not pecking to eliminate totally this 
class of mail matter. Let me say to my friend from Pennsylvania 
that personally I am seeking to go as far as I can, recognizing the 
conditions that confront us. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman allow me one moment? 

Mr. LOUD. I have only two minutes left. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Well, I will not take any part of the gentle- 
man’s two minutes; I presume he will need them. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, this subject presents a great field 
of discussion. I should perhaps have had a little more time; but 
probably the House has heard as much as is necessary upon the 

nestion. Very few members have remained here to listen to the 
d bata: I suppose they are perfectly satisfied re: ing the mer- 
its of this case. Whatever may be the fate of this bill (and in a 
short time it will be determined), permit me to say, Mr. Chai n, 
in all sincerity, to this House, more than a million anxious hearts 
to-day are watching for the result. Whatever may be the result 
to-day, the great principles Gott pina and truth and equity con- 
tained in this measure, like great, truths, must continue to 
march forward until we have attained in the end a better, a no- 
bler, a purer press—so admitted by most if not all the legitimate 
publishers of the country—a press that fulfills the original mission 
anticipated by the press—a press of high standard, devoted to the 
elevation of mankind, and not, as is its present tendency, the de- 
bauching of public sentiment. [Applause.] 

The MAN. The time for general debate on this bill has 
expired under the order of the House. The bill will now be read 


by sections for amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, ete., That mailable matter of the second class shall embrace 
all newspapers and other odieal publications which are issued at stated 
intervals, and as uently as four n year, and are the condi 

ons named in sections 3 and 4 of this act: Provided, That nothing herein 


on or otherwise, or whether th: rt eter they be fen Pres ts — 
eee o w. thor they porgo premiums or supp nts or 
Mr. QUIGG, I move to amend by striking out after the word 
“three,” in line 6, the word “and,” and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word “or.” 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


In line 6, after the word three,” strike out “and,” and insert or; so as to 
poe es “and are within the conditions named in sections three or four of this 


Mr. QUIGG. I call the attention of the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Loup] to the fact that if this bill passes with the word 
“and” retained in the sixth line any periodical, in order to circu- 


late at the second-class rate, must conform to the provisions of 
_ both section 3 and section 4; in other words, the publication must 
be a benevolent or fraternal organ, or the organ of a 


7 


union, 
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The tleman will observe that my amendment does not inter- 
fere with his bill, because section 3 establishes the periodical 
character of the W and enumerates all the statutory 
characteristics defined in section 4, in so far as they must relate 
to any fraternal paper; that is to say, it must be regularly issued 
and from a known office of publication, and as often as four times 
a year; and then, if it be a fraternal organ, it may circulate at the 
second-class rate. But if the word ‘‘and” be retained such a pub- 
lication, for instance, as the New York Tribune must be the organ 
of a fraternal or benevolent association before it can go into the 
mails as second-class matter. 

Mr. LOUD. Ido not think so. 

Mr. QUIGG. Certainly. Let me read the language: 

Be it enacted, ete., That mailable matter of the second class shall embrace 
all newspapers and other periodical publications which are issued at stated 
intervals, and as frequently as four timesa year, and are within the conditions 
named im sections 3 and 4 of this act. 

In other words, the New York Herald must make itself out to 
be a fraternal and benevolent before it can circulate as 
second-class matter. This bill, as I shall show as the reading for 
amendment is fall of just such crudities. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Quiae, it 


was adopted. ; 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last 
word for the purpose of saying a word about the pending bill. 

As I understand it, and I hope the gentleman from California 
par: Loup} will correct me if I am wrong, second-class mail mat- 

er of all kinds has substantially the franking privilege now. That 
is to say, the charge for pos is nominal—1 cent a pound, in- 
cluding country newspapers delivered absolutely free in the coun 
where published; 55 otherwise a cent a pound, period- 
icals a cent a pound, le copies 1 cent a pound. 

Now, the gentleman seeks, if I understand this bill, to affect two 
kinds of this matter substantially free now—one the sample copies, 
and the other a class of periodicals that are reprints of books 
merely, in whole or part. I think I am correct, if I understand 
the p of the bill—leaving all the balance of the matter sub- 
Now, Mr Cl 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I am not sure that the gentleman goes far 
enough in the proposed legislation, and I am not quite sure but 
that he goes à little too far. [Laughter.] Imean just what I say; 
so that I am rather inclined to think if he goes at all that he ought 
to go still further. 

or instance, you take the question of sample copies of news- 
papers, and I read now from the gentleman’s own report, which, 
referring to former legislation, says: 

An im t innovation was made this in allo sample co, 
the —— as copies to 8 8 copy N as mes 
sent to à person not asubseriber for the purpose of inducing him to sub- 
scribe or advertise or become an agent therefor. 

Now, that is the — law, and I can readily see that it would 
be wise to restrict the use of the sample copy for trade purposes; 
to induce somebody to advertise, or possibly to become the agent 
for the periodical, both being trade purposes. But to induce hi 
to subscribe to a periodical that goes free h the mails, I see 
no objection to it, if the law is right to allow it to go free, or sub- 
stantially free, and for reasons which are apparent. 

So it seems to me that there might be an amendment to allow 
sample copies to go through the mails for purposes of inducing 
subscriptions, bearing in mind that the peper itself would go at 
a nominal e after it was subscribed for. 

Now, I apprehend that we can not cut up this abuse—if abuse 
it is—by the roots, and as the business of the country hasadjusted 
itself under former legislation, we ought to be pretty careful that 
we do not interfere with it arbitrarily. I will say frankly, with 
the information I have, and going no further than the gentleman 
himself proposes, I am afraid to vote for the legislation, because 
I do not 8 how far it would affect the revenues of the Depart- 
ment. The gentleman says that there will be less matter to be 
carried. How much less? I do not know. I do not believe the 

nmtleman knows. How much the, first-class would 

ecrease, and the correspondence would fall off, when you cut off 
the privilege of sample copies from the class of periodicals that 
the gentleman strikes out I am sure I do not know, and I do not 
believe the eman himself knows. 

Another thing that is worthy of consideration. This period is 
unlike any other period in the history of this country or the his- 
tory of civilization. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, I should like to be permitted to proceed, 
for a few moments longer. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the gentleman from 
Illinois will proceed for five minutes longer. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. CANNON. The introduction, Mr. Chairman, of labor- 
saving machinery in the business of the people, the harnessing of 
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the forces of nature, the cheapening of products, the reorganiza- 


tion of labor itself, all of these things have come, and we can not 
stop them if we would. 
ow, so far as the dissemination of information through the 
yes is concerned, you can take the great metropolitan papers of 
m 12 pages to 40 pages, and you buy them for 1 cent. They 
contain information, or misinformation as some people would 
say, but upon the whole, I suppose, information for the million. 
ell, now, 1 cent does not, as I understand it, pay for the white 
paper. How do they get their pay? By advertisements. I am 
not à publisher and do not understand the matter, but in various 
ways they receive a return through advertisements, and you can 
not very well it. It would be a bold man who would stop it 
if he had the power, unless he was quite clear that when he 
geet something else for it he was bettering the condition of 
i people. 

Now, I have said about all I want to about this matter. Mont 
years ago I was heartily in favor of that policy which w. 
cheapen books, not bad books, to the million. Men of my 
age recollect. when books were high and scarce. Under the oper- 
ation of all these industrial and economic forces, and with the co- 
operation of the Post-Office nt and the publishers, great 
industries have been established and books have been made cheaper. 
You ean buy bound books now for one-quarter, perhaps one-fifth, 
what they could have been bought for a generation ago, and they 
are better bound and better printed; and you can buy unbound 

books for a very small amount, whether printed in the shape of 
these periodicals or printed in connection with the daily press. 
Now J want to ask the tleman from California [Mr. Loup] 
one practical question. He would throw out those publications 
which are merely books or reprints of books. Now, suppose a 


man publishes ten lines ora or three of something else, 
and then, if you please, puts in Dickens's bey and Son, or 
something else. that excluded? If so, the law means nothing. 
I mane oint of fact it would not be. 


I should like to have the paman who is asking 
me the 3 it in a little plainer form. 

Mr. CANNON. Lask it in faith. 

Mr. LOUD. I understand that. 

Mr. CANNON. The bill says: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to admit 
to the second-class rate publications ing to be issued Per eae 
to subscribers, but which are merely books, or reprints of whether 
they be issued complete or in parts— 

And so on. Now, if they are books orreprints of books, they can 
not, as I understand it, go into the mails under the second-class 
rates if this bill passes; but suppose you put in a page of something 


else — 

Mr. LOUD. If the gentleman will read the whole section I 
think he will find—— = 

Mr. QUIGG. Whether they purport to be premiums or sup- 
plements to newspapers? 

Mr. LOUD. I tried to get time to discuss the question with the 
gentleman before this came up. 

Mr. CANNON. I understand that; but suppose a man prints 
five chapters from Dombey and Son and one chapter from one of 
the Waverley novels, then puts in a of general news 
about half a dozen different things, would that publication be 
excluded? 

Mr. LOUD. I assume that it would, and I think the gentleman 
will come to that conelnsion after he reads the whole section. 

Mr. CANNON. Then, he puts in five pages of some- 
thing else, would it be N 

777777700 poste tm ton: pager of RAT 

T: N. Suppose he puts in pages of somethin 
else, would it be excluded? s 

Mr. LOUD. I assume so. You can put in a thousand 

Mr. CANNON. Well, then, if he puts in anything from any of 
Dickens's publications or Thackeray’s, in a periodical, he would 
vitiate the whole periodical or paper so it could not go as seeond- 
class matter; and I submit to my friend that he is going to cut 
out what is, to my mind, the most valuable matter that is pub- 
lished in these periodicals, and, for that matter, in many news- 
papers. I think it would be better for us to go a little slow about 

s matter. That is. the way I feel about it. Therefore I am 
inclined to vote no“ upon this bill. 5 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Chairman, I desire five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Massachusetts 

Mr. MORSE. I offer an amendment tostrike out the last word 
of this section. I do so for the purpose of calling attention toa 
remark made by the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] in his 
previous speech. I think he unwittingly and unmeaningly did a 
great injustice to a very high officer in this Government when he 
said that the Vice-President of the United States indorsed the 
miserable Howard book, if Christ Came to Congress. That book, 
as I understand it, is little else than a directory of the houses of 
prostitution in this city, and if he will kindly read what the Vice- 


President says, he will see that he never did indorse that book, 
and probably what he wrote was written before that book was 
printed. I am sure the gentieman from California Loup] 
does not desire to embody in the permanent Recorpof this House 
so serious a charge as he has made against the Vice-President of 
the United States. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer the following 


amendment to section 1. Strike out lines 13 and 14 and insert the 


following: 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike out lines 13 and 14 and insert: 

“Unless are premiums for, supplements to, or partsof a regular news- 
paper or periodical.” 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that under the 
operation of the present postal laws we have , and now have, 
a class of newspapers and magazines that it would be absolutel 
impossible to obtain. under the operation of the bill under consi 
eration. We have in every section of the country newspapers 
sold at 1 cent a copy that ten years ago were not sold anywhere 
for less than 5.cents; and they are much better as sold to-day at 
1 cent than they were then when sold at 5 cents. I undertake to 
say that the-fact is due absolutely to the operation of the present 
liberal postal laws, and that a reform which begins with an attack 
upon the means of information, and the greatest means of infor- 
mation within the reach of the people, is a reform in the wrong 

These newspapers and magazines have been built up because 
of the privilege they have had under the present pestal laws. 
They never could have been built up under the illiberal system 
proposed in this bill. It would be a matter of impossibility. The 
poopie as a whole have received the benefits. It has been argued 

constantly that the present system is a pe 8 5 in the interest 
of the publishers. It is not in the interest of the publishers. It 
is a system in the interest of the common people, because it leads 
to the dissemination of more information upon every subject than 
has ever obtained either in this country or in any other country; 
and there is not to-day in any other nation on earth as good news- 
papers and periodicals furnished to the people of such country at 
the prices they are furnished to the poopie of the United States; 
and this is all due to the liberal postal regulations and postal laws 
which we have had and which we now haye. I believe in reform, 
but Edo not believe in anything that operates as a tax upon the 
dissemination of information and intelligence among the people. 
The people of this country are nearer abreast of the age in which 
they live than are the masses of the le in any other country 
in the world, and it is due to the fact that we have had this means 
of building up the 10-cent magazines, that circulate and that con- 
tain excellent information, are magnificently printed, and distrib- 
uted by the hundred thousands among the people: and the daily 
newspapers containing the news of the world distributed each day 
to hundreds and thousands of people—millions of eens 1 cent 
per copy. The great newspapers in this country, absolutely the 
eatest newspa) in the world, pay more for the collection and 
iffusion of intelligence among the people than the newspapers 
of any other country in the world, and are sold at from $4 to $6 a 
year. Why? Simply because of the fact that they have had 
these privi given to them under the present postal system, 
which privileges this bill would absolutely destroy. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I eali for the reading of the amend- 
ment, so that I can understand it. 

The amendment was again reported. 

Mr. LOUD. I will say, Mr. Chairman, that of course there is 
very little opportunity in five minutes to combat the various sen- 
timental attacks that may be made on this bill. The merits of the 
question presented in this amendment should have been considered 
before we had gotten thus far with the measure. This amend- 
ment totally destroys the first section. The gentleman might just 
as well be honest, and move to strike out the first section entirely, 
because if you allow a paper—and that is what his amendment 
proposes to do—if yon allow any second-class publication in the 
country to send as a supplement to its regular or special edition 
one of these books, why, then, the book dealers have accomplished 
all they desire in this bill, because they will simply change the 
particular form of sending direct to their agents, or combining 
with, which is done to a great extent, and sending by or through 
an assumed legitimate publication of this country. 

Now,I simply call upon the House to vote this amendment down. 
I haye not time—nor have you—in five minutes to present such 
considerations as to determine whether the merits of this bill be 
right or not. There are but two propositions in the whole meas- 
ure of import. Do you desire to continue this privilege, now en- 
joyed by the publishers of this country, to send unbound books 
through the mails at a cent a pound? If you do, be honest and 
strike section 1 out of the bill. If you desire the iniquitous sam- 
ple-copy privilege continued, which is flooding this country with 
miserable trash, why, then, you should content yourself and have 
them continued. Permit me to say that in all candor to yeu, 
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whether you favor the bill or not, if you favor the bill, then you 
must favor these two provisions without any amendment what- 
ever, or else you must vote inst the bill. 

Mr. HEPB . Mr, Chairman, I move to strike out the last 
word. It seems to me, sir, that the remarks of the chairman of 
the Post-Office Committee are exceedingly pertinent. This amend- 
ment does, in my judgment, destroy entirely the efficiency of this 
bill, for, under the cover that is furnished by the amendment, t 
abuses will still continue, and the men who are engaged in flood- 
ing the country with objectionable mail matter will simply chan, 
the name or the form of their publications and goon. And right 
here, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say a word in regard to the man- 
ner in which the i eat ay of this bill always hide themselves and 
fight their battles behind the magazines. I would be glad if the 
gentleman from Missouri would inform the House how this bill 
interferes in any way with the dissemination of the literature of 
which he has spoken, In what way will the rights or privileges 
of any of these legitimate publications to which he has referred, 
the new magazines that have sprung into existence within the last 
three or four years, be affected? Every facility that they have now 
will be retained, and the demand for the kind of literature they 
supply will be increased 156 the destruction of that which is sought 
to be destroyed through the operation of this bill. 

And yet, while this is true, gentlemen who oppose this measure 
always bring up the magazines and ask us, Do you want to cur- 
tail the circulation of that class of literature?” Do you want to 
take away the cheap magazines from the people?” Certainly not, 
and the provisions of this bill do not in any way harm that kind 
of publication. Will not some gentleman point out, if he can, 
the manner in which their circulation is to be affected by the 
passage of this bill? The provisions of the bill are designed to 
correct abuses, and they willin no way injure legitimate publi- 
cations. But why should the publisher of a newspaper haye the 
right to send as second-class matter an edition of his paper to 
points hundreds of miles away, and then, in order to protect him- 
self from the dishonesty of his agents, have the right to have the 
unsold copies of that edition returned to him through the mail at 
1 cent a pound? The only purpose of it must be to enable him to 
keep watch and guard upon his own agents to see that they do 
not take advantage of him. The papers thus returned, amounting 
in weight to millions of pounds, are of no value to anyone, and the 
only object there can be in requiring their return is that when it 
is reported to the publisher t but 10 out of 100 papers have 
been sold, he may have evidence of the fact by the inspection of 
the 90 oops returned through the mails, at a cost to the Govern- 
mentof 7 or 8 cents a pound. It is such abuses as this that this 
bill strikes at, and it does not in any way affect the magazines, 
behind which these gentlemen are at all times sheltering them- 
selves while they hurl their lances at the bill. - 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I only desire to say now thatit 
would not be dificult to answer the remarks of my esteemed friend 
from Iowa, but inasmuch as I have no desire, and had none in 
offering the amendment, to continue the sending of books through 
the mails, if the effect of that amendment would be to continue 
such sending of books as second-class matter, I shall not insist upon 
its adoption. Ofcourse I do not myself believe it would have that 
effect, or I would not have offered it. So far as the books are con- 
cerned, I think I would go with the committee in excluding them 
from the mails at second-class rates. My only object in offering 
the amendment was stated in my remarks, believing that the 
amendment would operate as I personally know it has operated, 
because I have had a great deal of experience along that line. 
Still, if it is considered by the chairman of the committee that the 
adoption of that amendment would destroy section 1 of his bill, 
I shall not insist npon it, and, if permitted, J will withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN, Inthe absence of objection, the amendment 
will be considered as withdrawn. 

Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. Chairman, in common, probably, with 
most of the members of this House, I have received protests 
against this bill, many of them signed by editors of small news- 

apers. I have in my hand a letter which, it seems to me, shows 

e animus of a good many of these printed protests, and I will 
ask the Clerk to read it. 

The letter was read, as follows: 


OFFICE OF THE INDEPENDENT, 
Sandwich, Mass., December 81, 1896. 


Dran Sin: I have received the inclosed petition from a committee of New 
pork publishers, with a request that it be forwarded tomy Representative 


0 . 
I understand that the bill in guenon is aimed at a class of publications not 
entitled to second-class rates. But there are some provisions of the bill that 
will work injustice to legitimate newspapers. 

It occurs to me that the committee from whom I have heard may be the 
very ones whom the bill is aimed at. and that they are trying to “work” 
other publishers to send in a flood of petitions to Congress. oweyer that 
war. be, I am sure that our Representatives will not suffer to pass a bill that 
will in any way cripple or injure a legitimate newspaper. 

Very truly, yours, 


Mr. Sturkixs. 


H. L. CHIPMAN. 
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Mr. SIMPKINS. Now, Mr. Chairman, that letter seems to be 
from an editor who did not get frightened before he was actually 
hurt. He did not sign the protest simply because some publishin, 
firm in New York told him that he would be injured if this bill 
passed, but he seeks for oe information on the subject; 


and I wish now to ask the irman of the Committee of Postal 
Affairs if this bill will work any injustice or injury to any legiti- 


mate 1 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, in answer to that I will say that 
this bill does not amend or change the lawin any particular so far 
as legitimate newspapers are concerned, either as to their quality 
or quantity or anything of that character. It does not affect the 


country newspapers, which I sup the gentleman refers to par- 
ticularly, because they are spec A Nove ea That reminds me 
that I saw a brilliant editorial in a Kansas newspaper a short time 


ago in which the writer said in substance: Keep your eye on 
Congress. Those fellows down there are trying to raise the rate 
to 8 cents a pound on our county-free matter.” Why do not gen- 
tlemen read the bill? Thebill specially exceptscounty-free matter. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Does the gentleman know the politics of 


that papari 

Mr. LOUD. The editor is in favor of the ownership and opera- 
tion by the Government of all means of transmission and trans- 
portation. He believes in “downing” the plutocrats” and the 
“aristocrats.” 

Mr. BRODERICK. That settles it. 

Mr. LOUD. He publishes that at the head of his paper. 

Mr. COX. He is a free silver man, I bet. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LOUD, Let me say to this House in perfect good faith 
that 90 per cent of the legitimate press of this country have 
indorsed every provision of this bill; and I believe the other 10 
per cent, if eA had investigated it, would have done the same 


thing. The bill does not restrict the legitimate privilege enjoyed. 
by any paper in the country to-day. 
Mr. McCLEARY of Minnesota, I should like to ask the chair-, 


man of the committee whether this bill will permit the passage of 
college papers through the mails as second-class matter 

Mr. LOUD. Iwill say to the gentleman that this bill confers 
the same right upon college publications that is enjoyed by an 
other publication in America. It gives no special privileges. 
assume, however, that what the gentleman wants to knowis this 
whether this bill will permit the business colleges, organized for 
profit as corporations, to send their legitimate advertising matter, 
seeking to get scholars for their particular institutions, through 
the mails broadcast to others than subscribers at 1 cent a pound, 
I will say no. Let me add that there is not a reputable college in 
this country, outside of those conducted for profit, that seeks or 


asks for this 1 9 
Mr. TRACEY. e gentleman makes that statement rather too 
broad. I know of a reputable college, or rather a normal school, 


an institution of good character an 5 

Mr. LOUD. The gentleman is talking in own time not in 
mine. 

Mr. TRACEY. I merely wanted to state that I knew of such 
an institution that did ask this privilege. 

Mr. LOUD. I will not deny that there are reputable institu- 
tions asking it. I said there were none such except those con- 
ducted for profit. 

Mr. KYLE. Mr. Chairman, the question has been raised in this 
discussion as to how the country press would be affected by the 
passage of this bill. My attention was directed to this question 
the other day when I read the editorial in the Kansas paper, to 
which the attention of the committee was called a short time ago 
by the chairman of the Committee on Post-Office and Post-Roa 
(Mr. Loup]. It occurred to me that the editor of that paper had 
altogether missed the mark; that instead of this bill militating 
against the interest of the country pete it will be an advan- 
tage to it to have the bill passed. We all know that throughout 
the country the average country newspaper has a struggle for 
existence. Under existing conditions most of these papers are 
not prosperous, Their circulation possibly does not average over 
500 toa paper. Now, take one of these papers that we have been 
talking about. Take this paper call mfort. I received a 
circular letter here this momak from it, and I presume every 
other member received a similar letter 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Under special-delivery stamp. 

Mr. KYLE. Yes; under e stamp. At the head 
of this circular letter, which I presume is sent out over the 
country in order to induce people to subscribe for this publica-' 
tion, it is stated that the circulation is 1,250,000, Each issue of 
this paper presumably reaches 1,250,000 people. Now, what is 
this paper? It is simply an advertising sheet. How does it affect 
the country newspapers? Here is a paper which, as has been 


stated. has no legitimate list of subscribers, but which sends out 
1,250,000 copies and depends vpn its advertisements for subsist- 
ence. And this paper goes 

It is in fact an advertising sheet; and its adver 


rough the mails pouon Bate 
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might be contained in 2,500 of these local newspa I mean 
the weekly issues of 2,500 of these country How, Isubmit 
that if the Government is to go on in this way and encourage 
such newspapers as this—and 1 make no invidious distinction 
against this paper known as Comfort—I merely bring it before 
the House as an illustration of what I am trying to show—this 
paper called Comfort, by reason of the greater mail facilities 

orded it, is enabled with its practically free circulation to 
reach 1,250,000 people weekly with its advertisements, thereby 
depriving the country newspaper of a considerable part of the 
legitimate aver og Utes that it ought to have. Instead of 
this bill being a strike at the country newspaper, I say that if 
carried out to its legitimate extent it would in my opinion operate 
in the interest of the country newspaper, not against it. 

Now, when we get through with our side of this discussion, the 
gentlemen who are working ge ey and main to prevent the passage 
of this bill continue to assert t the iy ag ab of the country 
are t the proposition, and they read ted letters to sus- 


tain their position. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask unanimous consent that the gen- 
tleman’s time be extended for five minutes, 

There was no objection. 

Mr. KYLE. Ithankthe House. Ishall not consume the whole 
of the five minutes, if I can avoid it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I want to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to a sheet which I have received, and have not had the 
time to read carefully. It came to me through the mails to-day, 
and no doubt to all gentlemen present, and I notice this statement 
is embodied in it: 

The Loud bill has been approved in emphatic terms by every newspaper 
association which taken action upon it, as witness following: The 
Ulinois State Press Association; the A tural Press League; the — 


Press Associat composed of leading Eastern 
pane —.— Newspaper Publishers" Association, and othe: 

Now, sir, I hold in my hand a resolution adopted on yesterday 
by one of these press meetings, the na eae pea Press League, 
which includes fifty leading agricultural 3 or the United 
States, representing more than 70 cent of the circulation of the 
legitimate icultural papers in erica. This phrase, legiti- 
mate icultural papers,” is meant to describe those whose 
business is based upon subscription lists as against fake and sam- 
ple-copy publications. 

At a meeting held in the city of Washington on the 5th day of 
January, 1897, the foll resolution was adopted by represent- 
atives of the American e Press Association, the icultural 
Press League, and the Agricultural Newspaper Pu i Asso 


That we earn 


Resolved, urge the of House bill 4566, known as 
ha LOUG PORAT DEU yn 


AEn A lew, and which are even mare injurious to the SANIDADE than 
W, and W. Are e more ne 
they are to the postal revenues. * * 

Now, in the face of this, how is it possible for 8 to say 

fi Hil: mad p meei n ap ther aange Ap g ray 
an can ey are passage, 

do not indicate that fact by their utterances. Then do not md 

cate it, either, by the resolutions which they adopt. I wish to 

call your attention to another thing. 

In reference to this paper Comfort, I never saw but one copy of 
it in my life; but I want to call your attention as to how they 
designate it as a sample copy.” A good many of these papers 
will write the words sample copy,” or stam on the wrap- 

or on the face of the paper. t Comfort, in the issuance of 
its 1,250,000 copies that go every issue to the American ee 
has printed right across the face of the paper as it runs 
the press sample copy.“ And yet this paper weights the 
down with tons upon tons of matter. It comes in competition with 
the interests of the country press; it comes in competition with the 
interests of the country newspapers, and deprives them of adver- 
tisements that they should be entitled to, and in this way the 
rural press is deprived of business which I think, some of it, at 
least, would goto them. So I repeat, that taking papers of the 
- character of Gomfort, the legitimate deduction from their publi- 
cation is that the Government by this ally free postage to 
them is d i inst the country papers. 
ere the hammer fell. ]' 
. QUIGG. Mr. Chairman, Imovetostrike out the last word. 

Of course, sir, a complete answer to all that has been said by 
the tleman from Mississippi [Mr. KYLE] is merely that it is 
in absolute defiance of existing law, and the Postmaster-General 
with the stroke of his pen can take the tg thus violating the 
law out of the mails, as he ought to do. anything that the gen- 
tleman has said concerning Comfort is true, it is in violation of 
the law, and the Postmaster-Generalis implicated in that violation 
if he permits it to goon, and nothing that the pending bill pro- 


poses will igi such a violation of the law. 
Now, I to answer the question propounded by-the gentle- 
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man from Massachusetts Mr. SmPKINs], which I do not think 


was answered by the gentleman from ornia [Mr. Loup], and 
I Went gentlemen who have the bill to take it up while I point 
out to exactly all the new legislation, not as to periodical 
books or sample copies, which the bill contains. I to be 
clearly understood m this statement. We have got here two 
great propositions embodied in this bill, to throw out books and 
to throw out sample copies. Now, setting them aside entirely, I 
want to point out the new legislation that is contained in the bill. 
On page 2 of the bill, lines 13 and 14, you find the words: 
Or whether they pu se o be premiums or supplements,or parts of reg- 


ular newspapers or 5 

That is to say, any book or int of a book, or part of a book 
or reprint of part of a book, which is issued by a newspaper mg 
your local county newspapers issuo them all the time, every 
week—is cut out of the mails. Your local papers can no longer 
issue any book, whether itis a reprint or an original, in connec- 
tion with their regular issues. 

A MEMBER. Why should not that be? 

Mr. QUIGG. Because it is one of the best things they print, 
worth more than all the rest, : 

Now, the next new legislation is contained in lines 9, 10, 11, and 
12, on page 2, section 2: 

Provided, nevertheless, agents shall 
news ts or e rate ae 8 
but pay postage on the same at the rate cf I cent for 4 ounces. 

That is the third-class rate. Now, that is new legislation. 
Every newspaper and pio monthly magazine—the gentleman 
wanted to know how this was going to hit the monthly maga- 
zines, and I am telling him—every monthly magazine always has 
some one specially a ive feature on which it expects to sell 
that issue. Before the day of publication it sends out to every 
news dealer over the United States—and there are hundreds of 
thousands of them—information about this article. They say to 
the news dealer: Unless you give orders to the contrary, we will 
increase your regular order for this number,” 5, 10, 15, or 20, or 
as many copies as they think the dealer can stand. Under 
the law he can return the unsold copies at the pound rate. 
Now, suppose he sells 2 out of his 5, 7 ont of his 10, 12 out of his 
20,and soon. That means to that ine a circulation of from 
10,000 to 25,000 copies that it would not otherwise have. The 
news dealer can now return the rest at the pound rate. So that, 
if you pass this law, you will hit every news dealer in the United 
States, and I have just filed a petition from about 10,000 of them, 


You will pout | unday news paper which makes this appeal to 
news dealers, an hit every magazine that is published. 
Mr. MOODY. ill the gentleman permit a simple question 


for information? : 

Mr. QUIGG. I should rather not, because I have only five 
minutes, and I want i ep out the new legislation in this bill, 

The CHAIRMAN, e gentleman declines to yield. The gen- 
tleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. QUIGG. I should like to have five minutes more. 

Mr. MOODY. Will the gentleman answer my —— 

Mr. QUIGG. I will after I have pointed out the new legisla- 
tion in the bill. s 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks that his time be ex- 
tended five minutes. Is there objection? 

Mr. MAHANY. I reserve the right to object. If he will 
answer the question of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 


Moopy] I shall not object. 
The CHAIRMAN. is there objection? 
Mr. MAHANY, I object. 
Mr. LOUD. I hope the gentleman will have the time he 


esires. 
Mr. MOODY. Task the tleman not to object on my account, 
Mr. MAHANY. I withacan 7 


z w my objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman withdraws his objection, 
Is there further objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. QUIGG. Now, on page 3, section 7, there is an unimpor- 
tant addition to the law, in the words: 

Which shall be shown by the publication itself. 

That relates to its home office of publication, and is an excellent 
amendment, 

On page 8, lines 15 and 16, appears what is to my mind the most 
prea ing contained in bill. These words are new legisla» 

on: : 
Who voluntarily orders and pays for the same. 

That is to say, added to the four statutory characteristics of a 
periodical publication in order that it may getinto the mails—and 
this, you will understand, applies to county newspapers, city news- 

pers, daily, weekly, and monthly—it must establish to the sat- 

faction of the Postmaster-General that its subscription list is a 
voluntary one, that its subscribers have not been asked to sub- 
scribe, that they have done it of their own volition, and unless the 
Postmaster-General is satisfied that the publisher has not asked 
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anyone to subscribe for his paper, but that the man has subscribed 
of his own volition, he can strike anything out of the mails that 
is printed. This is the kind of a bill you are asked to vote for. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. QUIGG. I want to goon and complete the statement of 
this new legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman declines to yield. 

Mr. QUIGG. Now, the next new legislation is in lines 18 and 
19, which adds the words: 

Or any particular issue of any publication. 

I do not see any particular fault with that. 

Now, lines 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25 make statute of a post-office regu- 
lation. Those lines are: 
ded, That all extra numbers of second-class publications sent by 
ishers thereof, acting as the ant of an advertiosr or purchaser, to 
addresses furnished by the latter, shall be — — 2 8 to pay postage at the rate 
of 1 cent for every 4 ounces or fraction thereof. 

That is a post-office regulation now, and I think a very good 
one. This makes statute law of that section 5, which is an amend- 
ment to the bill, and the same thing is true as to the four lines on 
the last page, which is now a post-office r tion, which this bill 
makes statute law. Now, section 5 is new legislation, and pro- 
vides in effect that every newspaper in the country that does a 
large business, although it does not say how large here, shall main- 
tain within its own office a post-office, and shall separate all its 
matter, and shall do the work of post-office clerks before handing 
the mail into the office. Well, a great many of the great news- 
rs that have a very ergs 

e 


papers do that anyhow. All newspape: 
circulation do that anyhow; but all the smaller newspapers of 
country—the newspapers that circulate in the cities with a very 
small circulation—tbat is comparatively small—but send their 
publications out of the county, have to maintain a post-office in 
their office and separate all their matter. It means an addition of 
one or two clerks in every small newspaper office. Now, that is 
new legislation which this bill contains in addition to the sample- 
copy matter and the book matter. Now, if the gentleman from 
Massachusetts will ask me the question I will answer him. 

Mr. MOODY. The question I desire to ask the gentleman from 
New York relates to the return privilege of unsol iodicals. I 
should like to ask the gentleman if the return privilege of unsold 
periodicals is not now confined to the news agents returning to 


their own = igs 

Mr. QUIGG. Yes; it is. 

ii M OODY. And the news agents can not return to the pub- 
sher 

Mr. QUIGG. Not directly. 

Mr. MOODY. Now, is not the practical effect of the continua- 
tion of that law to encourage the already great monopoly of the 
American News Company—— 

Mr. 1 2 57 575 No. 

Mr. MOODY (continuing). By compelling the small news 
dealer to deal with the American News Company, and thereby 
gain the privilege of returning? 

Mr. IGG. Oh, no; it is not a monopoly. 

Mr. MOODY. I think it is. 

Mr. QUIGG. If there is any part of the newspaper business I 
know, it is the part of the publisher. The erican News Com- 
rony is not a monopoly or anything of the kind. 

r. MOODY. e gentleman knows. I supposed it was. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New York has 
laid great stress on this return-copy privilege, in that it will 
circumscribe the circulation of great magazines, I have a letter 
in my possession, which I have not time to read, froma gentleman, 
Cyrus Curtis, proprietor of the Ladies’ Home Journal, a man who 
has been in the publishing business for many years, and he says 
at the end of this letter: I believe there are more unbusinesslike 
business men in the n business than any other business 
in the country.“ Now, then, this return n is ets at usoa 
by these gentlemen to protect themselves against their agents, and 
that is all. If they wanted to exercise good business judgment, 
instead of lumbering the mails and sending back a lot of useless 
paper, they would have a page in their magazines or a portion of 
their poe that their agent, who should be a reputable man, 
should return to them, and they should accept that as evidence 
that he has not sold that copy, and the continuance of the present 
provision is simply to permit the United States Government to 
protect an agent against his agent. A 

Now, there is one other provision that the gentleman has laid 
great stress upon. That is that portion of the bill on page 8 that 
„ takes exception to. I want to call his attention 

it. 

Mr. QUIGG. Lines 15 and 16. 

Mr. LOUD. The definition of a subscriber— 

And must have a legitimate list of subscribers who voluntarily order and 
pay for the same. 

Now, then, lef me read from the present law, and I will show 
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you it is a mere juggling with words which has been attempted 
and consummated from the very beginning until the present 0. 
The present law—it is a regulation, but the gentleman will say 
that is not a statute, but it is just as binding as a statute law, 
and gives the Postmaster-General now supreme control of the 
regulations, and he defines a subscriber. I hope the House will 
pay attention. 

SECTION 281. Postmasters must require 
Sone d foe 65. at 9 pound rato} have a logitimate list ot sutwerivers 

om, or for ot whom, 
payment of the subscription price has been made or 6 

Let the gentleman go to Webster and find out what sub- 
scriber“ is. It is a mere juggling with words 

Mr. 1 Lou require him to pay in advance. 

Mr. LOUD. I do not 183 75 him to pay in advance, and per- 
mit me to say emphatically it is a juggling with words. It is 
simply in this bill in a little better grammatical form than that, 
Iam perfectly willing, Mr. Chairman, to accept the present law, 
as one means the same as the other. 

Why, if the 8 will go to Webster and find the defini- 
tion of subscriber, which he well knows, he would not attempt 
to delay the proceedings of this House by attempting to juggle 
with the word “subscriber.” Lask any man in this House to read 
the present law and compare it with the bill, and he will find 
what a subscriber is—a man who agrees to a condition, agrees 
to pay 50 cents, $1, or $1.50, $2, or $2.50 a year, or so much amonth, 

yable in advance, and the subscriber subscribes to that if he 

comes one. Why, gentlemen, let me say to you again itisa 
juggling with wo: and has nothing whatever to do with the 
merits of this bill. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Chairman, if the words in lines 15 and 
16 mean marung in the world, they mean that the subscribers to 
newspapers shall be volun subscribers, and that they shall 
pay for their papers. Now, I have this to suggest in addition to 
what has been said by the er from New York: Not onl 
does the Postmaster-General have the power under this 5 
law to decide who are and who are not volun subscribers, but 
in making his decisions he will almost invariably rely upon the 
information which he shall receive from local postmasters. There 
ishardly any other channel 95 1 6 be which he can get the informa- 
tion, and certainly that would the most convenient and the 
one upon which he would be most likely to depend. The bill, 
therefore, puts it in the power of a local postmaster who ma 
have a grudge or a grievance against you or some whim in regar 
to you to rule your paper out of the mails if he shall see fit to do 
so. I regard this as one of the most unfortunate provisions of the 
bill. I think it clothes the Postmaster-General, in the first place, 
and the local postmasters, in the second place, with a power which 
is dangerous to the people as well as contrary to the spirit of our 
institutions. 

My friend from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN], whois always forcibleand 
eloquent, says that we who oppose this bill hide ourselves behind 
the periodicals. I wonder what the gentleman and his friends on 
the other side hide themselves behind? They select from all the 
books that are transmitted through the mailsas second-class mat- 
tera few with picturesque titles and, I agree, with contents which 
none of us approve, and they ask this House tostrike out of the 
second-class mail matter all the books that now circulate in that 
way simply on account of these few exceptions. Why, sir, the 
books to which these gentlemen have called attention are but a 
very small proportion of the whole. They are not even character- 
istic of the main body of the literature that circulates through the 

ost-office as second-class matter. If they are objectionable, and 
F acted that they Pash why has not the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads, as I have already once said, reported a bill 
to exclude them entirelyfrom the mails? Thatcommittee has had 
the subject under consideration, and it has the power to report 
such a measure, but this Loud bill does not exclude one of these 
reprehensible publications from the mails any more than it excludes 
a Copy of Sh: eare or of Dickens or of Scott or of the Holy 
Bible. Ifthey report a bill to select the tares from the wheat 
and burn the tares, I will vote for it; but because there are a few 
tares in the wheat, these gentlemen want to set fire to the field 
and burn down all the wheat. 

Our friends on the other side have attempted to show also that 
there are certain 8 in this country who favor this bill. 
But who are they? The Harpers and some other large publishers, 
Ah, Mr. Chairman, those great publishers know that they are not 
to be injured by the passage of this bill. If they believed they 
were to be injured as others are to be, you would find them on 
the other side. They have a motive in taking the position which 
they do take with regard to this RIHTERA While they are not 
to be injured, they see that this bill, if it shall become law, will 
ruin certain others who are now their competitors. 

I wonder whether the Harpers do not want to drive out of 
existence the Youth’s Companion and McClure’s and Munsey’s 
magazines? In these matters publishers are as selfish as men are 
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everywhere in the world. Who believes that the great publishers 
Who favor this legislation are governed by patriotism When they 
come in here and ask to have certain publications other than their 
own excluded from the mails? I do not. No one does. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I was about to ask my friend from Maine in 
what way would the passage of this bill enable rival publishers 
like the Harpers to get rid of McClure’s or of the Youth’s Com- 
panion. Neither one of those publications will, I undertake to 
say, be affected by the pasaga of this bill, and, so far as I know, 
neither one of those publications has sought the aid of the gentle- 
man from Maine or of any other gentleman to oppose the passage 


of this measure, 
Mr. MILLIKEN. Say they would have done so if I had 
rie aughter. } 


been as 5 as my nd from Iowa. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Now, Mr. „While I am talking to 
the gentleman from Maine, I want to refer to an enterprise in his 
own town, thé ublication known as Comfort. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. That isnot in my town. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I understood the gentleman to say it was. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. The gentleman misunderstood me. 

Mr. HEPBURN. The gentleman said that the city of Augusta 
had sent more brains to this and to the other House of Congress 
than any other city of 10,000 inhabitants inthiscountry. I know 
the gentleman’s accuracy and truthfulness, but I knew also that 
that statement could not be true unless he was a resident of that 


city. aughter. 

Mr. . The gentleman from Iowa is always compli- 
mentary, but I spoke of Augusta, and I do not live within 40 miles 
of that city, and therefore I did not refer to myself, but I have no 
doubt the gentleman would have done so for me if he had been 


making the h. au; gers 

Mr. HEPB N. would. ow, Mr. Chairman, the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Quiaa], it seems to me, made some 
serious blunders in the ar; ent he sought to present yesterday, 
to the effect that by permitting these publications to go through 
the mails at the 1 cent a pound rate the Government received 
full compensation through the swelling of the other classes of mail 
matter incidental to such publications, To quote the gentleman 
accurately, he said, speaking of a publisher in Augusta, Me.: 


He spare $2,000 a month to the Government to take his newspaper and spread 
it broadcast. He pays $6,000 to the Government for the stamps with which 
he conducts his correspondence with his patrons, He pays $2,000 more a 
month for third and fourth class postage. 


By the way, I am admonished by one of the circulars of this 
concern that this class of business is done, not in Boston, but in 
Augusta, for I read: 

Send bills and remittances to the home office, Augusta, Me. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, that statement was intended to mean that 
$10,000 a month, or $120,000 a year, was paid by this concern to 
the postal revenues of the United States. 

r. QUIGG. Yes; and I have no doubt of it. 

Mr. BURN. Yet there are other concerns in that city— 
two, at least, I am told—one larger and one nearly as large as 
this; and yet the total postal receipts of the city of Augusta for 
the last fiscal year were but $89,000, 

Mr. que: The gentleman did not understand me. Will he 
let me interrupt him a moment? 

Mr MILLIKEN Let me say—— 


Mr. HEPBURN. I will not yield to the gentlemen now. 

Mr. 9 The gentleman does not understand 

Mr. PBURN. think I understand what the gentlemen 
id. I think I understood what the House unders from the 


eclarations they made. I am satisfied that there was an error. 

Mr. MILL I can explain the matter to the gentleman, 
if he will allow me a word, 

Mr. HEPBURN. But, Mr. Chairman, let us admit for the sake 
of argument that $2,000 monthly is paid. What does that mean? 
It means that 200,000 pounds of that class of mail matter is sent 
out of that city each month. That means 100 tons each month. 
That means, when postal cars are loaded, 10 cars each month. 

These gentlemen say that their circulation extends all over the 
United States. From San Francisco to Augusta is 3,500 miles. 
Let us take the mean and assume that that is the average distance 
traversed by this matter—1,750 miles, On the basis of this esti- 
mate they have car service for 1,750 miles for 8200. Is that right? 
If any one of you gentlemen seek a like car service—not in a postal 
car, but in the commonest freight car—you must pay largely in 
excess of this. 

pae the hammer fell.] 

r. MOODY. Mr. Chairman, a few moments ago I asked a 
question of the gentleman from New York, and I received a rep] 
W it. The question related to the publication of newspapers, aoa 
for the time being I yielded to the authority of the gentleman 
from New York. Since I took my seat, a letter has been handed 
me addressed to some other member of the House than myself, 
and signed by a gentleman whose authority I know the gentle- 
man from New York will recognize as superior even to his own 


the business manager of one of the largest Republican newspapers 


in the city of New York—a paper which on the whole, I believe, is 
opposed to this bill, This letter contains the following language, 
which I commend to the attention of the House. because I con- 
ceive that when the section referred to, relating to the return 
privilege, is reached, an attempt will be made to strike it out: 

How it ever came about that the postal laws gave news dealers the right to 
return unsold copies to their news com es, but not to the hos mom of 
the papers, I never knew. But the effect of the regulation is throw the 
sale and distribution of dailies into the hands of one powerful news com- 
pany, which, with its branches, covers the whole United States. This is not 
right, and the law should be changed. 

Now, I submit that the thought which was behind my question 
and which was contradicted by the gentleman from New York, 
true; that if we retain the return privilege in its present form, w 
are contributing to the overflowing coffers of the American Neng 
Company. I trust, therefore, that if the provision in section 
relating to the return privilege is stricken out of this bill, it will 
be accompanied by an amendment which will extend the promt 
privilege of return, so that returns may be made at the cheaper 
rate, not only to news agents, but to publishers of newspapers 
and magazines. 

While I am on the floor, allow me to say one or two words more, 
and then Iam done. I received, as my colleague [Mr. SIMPKINS 
and many other members of the House have received, a prin 
protest from many of the pees in my own district—a protest 
which at first I felt bound to heed. But having followed this 
debate from the beginning, I now believe that the country news- 
papan are being made cats’-paws in this matter to take out of the 

e the chestnuts of these great p blication companies, extending 
from Augusta City to New York. I believe that the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. KYLE] struck the true note in his argument 
a short time ago when he told us that the real interest of the coun- 
try newspapers was to strike down such competition as reaches 
them from the city of Augusta—a sli at oat which cuts down 
their advertising income and their cir tion. I propose, in spite 
of the protest that I have received, believing that I am voting for 
155 pee interest of the country newspapers, to vote for this bill. 

plause. 

Mr, BRO ELL. Mr. Chairman, in my remarks yesterda 
upon this bill I referred to an affidavit that had been filed wi 
the Post-Office Department. I could not at the time find that 
affidavit, and it was omitted from my remarks as published. I 
have since found it attached to the publication referred to and I 
propose to read it. This is a copy handed to me by the Third 
eae Postmaster-General, the original being on file in his 
office: 


To the ASSISTANT POSTMASTER, 
New York Oity. 


NEw YORK, December 30, 1898. 


i 
latter 3 of April ot the 1 year I purchased Cheerful 
Moments from the Cheerful Moments Publishing Company, a corporation 
existing under the laws of the State of New York. 

Immediately thereafter, by an et En 5 to my purchas- 
tag tho paper, I transferred one-third inte to H. H. Hull, and one-third 
interest to — Bailey. This latter one-third interest was in fact the prop- 
erty of Charles E. Bailey, but to deceive the Post-Office Department he had 
his interest made to brother, whose initials I have forgotten, and who 

ides in New Mexico; but at all times Charles E. Bailey owned the third 

terest, which was in the name of his brother, a fact which can be sub- 

stantiated by more than a dozen business firms, and by placing H. H. 
Hull on his oath. i 

Under our management the first issue of the paper was mailed in May, 
1896. To us was turned over subscription books containing about 70, 
names, but by the advice of Mr. O. E. Batley, and 1 orders, only those 
who were advance were continued as subscribers. There were about 
7,000 names on the books who were paid in advance and to whom the 
was sent, all others being dropped but not erased from the books. 
by the name of Miss Judge, yet in the employ of Cheerful Moments. 

e names from the subscription books for May. Afterwards Miss J udge and 
a Miss Cleaver copied names from subscription books, sending only to those 
who were paid in advance, but never erasing any Damen but keeping the 
books as they were with 70,000 names to submit to post-office inspectors if 


r 
Tad 


called upan to do so. 
From 100,000 to 105,000 copies of the paper were mailed in single 8 
each month, as will be seen by the sworn statement of O. E. Bailey and H. H. 


Hull. Being in the letter business (buying and renting letters), the names to 
the paper were taken from these letters. Each month 68,000 were 
mailed apparently to subscribers and 32,000 copies were marked sample 


lieg.“ 
ATO the start under our management the 
the Cooperative Advertising Company, a fake concern owned by O. E. 
Bailey. To this I protested, but Mr. Hull siding with Mr. Bailey, I could not 
foree my objections, and opting se of the paper was largely devoted to Mr. 


per was run in the interest of 


Bailey’s cooperative advert: scheme, as be seen if the files of the 
paper are consulted from May, to December, 1896. 

rom the fact that the paper was run in Bailey's interest, I sold my interest 
5 uly to H. H. Hull, but continued with the paper up to about December 8, 


About six weeks ago C. E. Bailey claimed to have sold his interest in the 
per to a Mr. Willis, and the management was turned over to Mr. Willis. 
owever, Mr. Bailey and Mr. Hull continued to receive all money and pay all 
Ka ls, and the transfer of Bailey’s interest is doubted by all conversant with 


e business. 

I think it was in July that acontract was made with the Erie Medical Com- 

pany, of Buffalo, N. Y., by which the Erie Medical Company half 

page, and in consideration of said half page they were to have the exclusive 
t to advertisements of their class. 8 debility.” At ones all ad ver- 

paper and the half page for the 


purchased a 


of that nature was taken out of 


Erie 


Company was to ha 4 rtain 3 3 t to their customers 
ve ce omy SC 0 T sen 

or ee customers, hamas be furnished by the Erie Medical Com- 

or the Angna 1 1896, the Erie Medical 


‘edical Com f: 
substantiated by 1 . Courtney, manager of the Erie Medical 

There are now only about 4,000 names on the subscription books who are 
subscribers, and — — the paper has been sent since under the present 


management. 
Should this statement be denied in any particular, I trust you will give me 
the op OSD, ee AES ES SURED hoe, Pee Tone mt DG, Dene 


n 
Very truly, yours, 
Sworn to before me this 30th day of December, 1596. 
E. S. POST, 
Notary Public, New York County. 


Mr. HALL. Mr. Chairman, as a member of the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, when this question was before our 
committee I did not see how there could be any opposition on the 
floor to this bill; and some of us not so well informed as the Post- 
master-General and the chairman of our committee thought it 
would be much better for us to take even more advanced steps in 


R. E. HICKS. 


the direction in which this bill goes. When we had piled up be- 


fore us periodicals like this which I hold in hand, which I 
would not insult the ears of my colleagues on committee by 
reading aloud, so indecent are they—when I found that matter 
such as this is registered as -class mail matter and passes 
through the mails as a fraud—a shame to the circulating libraries 
of this country—I did not conceive how any man could get up on 
the floor of this House and oppose a measure of this kin 

But gentlemen come here opposing this measure indorsed, as 
they say, by the great newspapers of the country—the country 
newspa , the agricultural papers, eto. Are not the newspapers 
themselves the best guardians of the newspapers and their inter- 
ests? They have spoken with almost a unanimous voice—90 per 
cent of them at least—in favor of this measure. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I challenge the ens statement. 
They have not; and I defy him to D proe it, 

Mr. HALL. Ihave taken the statement of the chairman of the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads with regard to the 90 
percent. I believe it to be absolutely correct. I will take that 
statement and the investigations on which it is based as being 
accurate 

Mr. CUMMINGS (interrupting). Tou have 182 ne pers out 
of 1,865 daily newspapers printed in the United States. That 


is every paper you have. 
Mr. HALL. I repeat, I have simply used the statement 1 
committee prepared by the 


in the published report of the and 
distinguished chairman of the Committee on the Post- and 
Post- Jam perfectly willing to rest the case on state- 


ment without taking aparer — 97 — 
Let us refer to the statement of gentleman from Iowa 
rather the answer to it by the gentleman from New York ý 


t that the pa 
Office Department as high as $125. 
of the Government, In response 
sent the official, authentic record of the facts, w. goes to 
that the Government pays out $850,624 more than it gets back 
for its work in circulating this paper. And that comes from the 
district of my friend from Maine who now seeks to interrupt me; 
but I can not yield to him. 

The question is squarely before the committee and it seems a 
square and open case. can be no doubt as to the point at 
issue. The Post-Office Department, through its Postmasters- 
General, has ruled so long in favor of letting this matter in that 
it has become a regulation as binding as law in the Department. 
Will you continue it? Will you continue to run the Government 
$8,000,000 behind every year in the transportation of this class of 
mail matter? Will you allow this class of mail matter to go 
through the mails at the same low rate it has heretofore enjoyed— 
matter that you would not allow to come into your house, and 
you would kick a man out of your house if he attempted to bring 


it in? : 
Now, sir, a number of ions have been made to the Post- 
Office Department in regard to extending the privile; I mean 


extending them to the ple of the United States in the rural 
districts. A movement has been made, and proved effective, 
for the p of providing rural free delivery throughout the 
whole tt sons It been said that we could try it, but that 
the bar is forever closed against such privileges to the rural com- 
munities as long as there is a deficit of 88, 000, 000 a year in the 
revenues of the mt, caused by these nefarious and infa- 
pats publications being allowed to go through the mails at this 
‘ow rate. 


Now, how can we offset that deficit and give to our 
they require’ pepi the 


benefits of the service which ? Will we a 


Departm timg, 
pace ourselves in a position for extending the privileges of th 

ost- Office Department to all classes of our people, by barring ont 
infamous specimens of literature—the second- 
class matter—to which I have referred? . 

Mr, Chairman, it seems to me that the question is plain, and 
8 ee ee For that 355 confess] 

was surprised morning on returning to House and 
examining the official Recorp to find that there was serious objec-| 
tion to the bill when it was proposed „ 
mously, after a thorough investigation of all of the of Post- 
masters-General for years past, and recommended by the entire 
seventeen members of the committee without dissent. 

_Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. i „I have no interest 
either for or against those who claim the benefits of this bill other 
than that which is common to the whole country. 

I think one 2 5 will turn the vote of the House on this ques. 
tion, and that is, How will it affect the country ne pers? Lrep-| 
resent a district ed in many ways, but not for great) 
newspapers. They would all be classed as country newspapers 
by the representatives of the t cities, and I therefore have 
scrutinized the bill to see how it would affect them. I can not sed 
that there is a single provision in the bill that would deny the! 
country newspaper every privilege it enjoys under existing law. 

The provides that every newspaper claimin 


4 


ing matter entitled 
to pass through the mails as second class shall havea legitimate sub- 
1 subscribers who voluntarily pay their subscriptions. | 
But I submit there is no provision in the bill which provides that a 
newspaper which has a legitimate subscription list may not send 
a copy of the paper anywhere throughout the country. There ig) 
nothing to preventanewspaper which has a bona fide subscription 
list from enjoying every privi that it is now entitled to enjoy, 
The only question is whether there ought not to be a limit on a) 
paper; that a paper should have a bona subscription list of at 

east nine-tenths of its circulation; andif it has such a list at all! 
it can send out anywhere copies to newspapers under the 
system just as they donow. There is nothing to prevent them! 
from soliciting su ibers. 

Mr. Chairman, if a boy 10 years old had told me that under this 
bill a newspaper could not solicit subscriptions, I should have 
thought him below the average in intelligence. But when a dis- 
tinguished member of this House, representing a great city district,| 
rises and says the bill would prevent e be oda of a news?! 
paper from soliciting subscriptions, I must say I am astonished) 
that the claim can possibly be made. There is nothing to deprive’ 
the country newspaper of any right. The petitions forwarded 
here are petitions prepared = the offices which send out second- 
lena rail matter by tons and hundreds of tons, and who get the 
country editors and newspapers to sign the petitions send 
them here, not knowing what provisions are embodied in the dür 

I shall vote against the amendment, and will vote for the bill, 
eee le we should rise high enough to defend our country 
5 U aer of the poopie who E 3 that they 

bene especially by virtue © postal laws. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise to 
mation, which I think the gentleman from Mississip 3 KYLE 
a member of the Commi on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 
owing to his long service in the House, can answer. 

I wish to ask what effect the bill will have, if 
ar between newspapers as now carried on un 

W. 
nothing in the bill that would 
between newspapers as the right 
for such newspapers as are 


, Upon ex- 
existing 


it occurs to me that there is 


a bushel of corn from one of you gentlemen and pay, 
for it with a bushel of wheat, it is payment, is it not? If one 
newspa publisher sends his paper to another, and that pah 
lisher, in payment for that paper, sends an exchange back to 2 


it is payment, is it not? 
hi in the objection that is 


Consequently there can be no 
being raised against this bill here, t it would cut off the 
exchanges of the country. It seems absurd to claim that such a 
condition as that could possibly arise out of this bill, to say that 
it would cut off the exchanges between newspapers, simply be- 
cause it requires that there shall be a legitimate su m, and 
that these newspapers shall be paid for. I trust that I have 
replied to the question of the gentleman from Iowa. 
3 Mr. . . . ds on the 
er side are not very complimen e country newspapers. 
In the first gees friend e iy Moopy], 
says that the country en do not know What is for their, 
own interests. They have not been found favoring this bill, and 
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the gentleman thinks that he understands better than they do 
that the country ne rs would be benefited by this bill, be- 
cause the great publications which now go throug’ 
second-class matter compete with them and injure them. 

Now, it is not true that these 8 compete with the 
country newspaper. They are a different class of publications 
entirely. The country newspaper, as a rule, gives the local news, 
and it is most valuable to the people in the locality and the people 
who have gone away from the locality. And the strongest coun- 
try newspaper, and the one that is best sustained, is the one that 
does give the local news. The publication of these periodicals 
does not compete with them in any degree at all. 

Mr. MOODY. Will the gentleman permit a question? 

Mr. MILLIKEN. In a moment. 

My friend from Omo par WILSON] says that the publishers of 
these papers have signed petitions that have come i 
been solicited to do so by the friends of these great publications 
and being like the Jews when they crucified their Saviour, not 
knowing what they do. I should like to know by what authority 
my friend, for whom I have great personal respect, declares to 
this House that the country newspaper editors do not know what 


One thing more. My friend from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] made 
a statement as to the amount of postal receipts at the A 
post-office. Let me tell him that the postal receipts to which he 
refers are shown by the number of stamps purchased at the 
Augusta office. But these great publications in A’ receive 
a considerable part of their pay in postage stamps, which they use 
on mail matter that requires stamps, and these stamps are not 
accounted to the Augusta office. And while the report may show 
that the office pays only paipa $90,000 a year, yet I think the 
Department knows that the office really paid from $150,000 to 
$200,000. That is to say, stamps to that amount go through the 
office, though not one at the office. The gentleman knows 
that if he receives a dollar’s worth of postage stamps in payment 
for something he has sent out, when he puts those stamps on his 
3 they are not accounted to the office where he mails the 
letters. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I look upon this bill as one perhaps not 
framed for the purpose, but which will have the result certainly 
of smashing certain great industries in this country, at a time 
when we can little afford to have it done. It will not only injure 
the great publishing houses, but it will injure the paper manufac- 
turers, the pulp mills, the lumber interests, and the railroads. It 
will relegate many workingmen to idleness when we already have 
too many forced out of employment. 

I do not believe that the effect of the bill will be to save one 
penny to this Government. As I have said before to-day, I believe 
that the loss in the postal revenues if this bill shall become a law 
will be more than equal to any reduction in expenses on second- 
class mail matter. 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to the bill, and shall vote 
against it. I believe it will be a great injury to legitimate indus- 
tries in this country and will do no good. 

Isee that my friend from Missouri [Mr. HALL] on the Post-Office 
Committee calls certain publications which have been mentioned 
here nefarious and infamous. I repeat again, what I said before: 
Why, in the name of Heaven, if they are nefarious and infamous, 
did not this Committee on Post-Ofice and Post-Roads report to 
this House a bill to exclude them from the mails? His committee 
has not done that. It gives no remedy in that direction. Let us 
defeat this bill, so drastic and sweeping as to do immense mischief, 
Then,if there be abuses, let the committee report a bill which shall 
cure them without bringing disaster to legitimate business and 
destroying great investments made under and encouraged by the 
present law. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. TERRY. A parliamentary inquiry. Idesire to be advised 
as to the present status of amendments. I understood this bill 
3 sng read by sections in order that amendments might be 
offered 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair would state that the first section 
has been read and one amendment adopted. This debate has been 
3 an amendment to strike out the last word. 

Mr. T. X. There is no amendment pending, then? 

The CHAIRMAN. No amendment is pending. 

Mr. TERRY. I hope we will have the remainder of the bill 


Mr. MOODY. Mr. Chairman a parliamentary inquiry. Would 
i50 be possible for the debate in sume way £0 be plosd; #0 
amendments might be offered to the second clause? 


The CHAIRMAN. A motion might be made to close debate. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, I believe I have been recog- 


the mails as | nized 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Every word that I said yesterday, Mr. Chair- 
man, concerning the effect of the passage of this bill u the 
country newspaper is true. That paper will be injured in more 
ways than one; and if any gentleman desires to know how, he can 
read the remarks I made yesterday and ascertain. ughter.] 

I wish now to address myself to another feature of the bill. I 
received this telegram ten minutes ago: 

New YORK, January 6. 
Resolved, That the members of the Stationery Board of Trade, at their 
annual creates protest t the pee the bill now before the House 
EE O ua tckag TAEAE ea tie E reer TA 
on prin’ ma 3 — 
ers, and kindred trades. Tore: a 


This convention, Mr. Chairman, is now being held in New York 
City. Who are the members of this Stationers’ Board of Trade? 
Let me read the names of some of the board of directors: Charles 
Watson Allen, of Little, Brown & Co.; Charles A. Appleton, of 
D. Appleton & Co.; James C. Aikin, of Aikin, Lambert & Co.; 
Charles F. Chichester, of the Century Company, and Charles T. 
Dillingham, of Charles T. Dillingham & Co. 

Now let me read the names of some of the members. There 
are among them the best known 1 in the Union to-day. 
Here are some of the members: Henry Altemus, of Philadelphia; 
the American Book Company; American News Oampeny; D. 
Appleton & Co., of New York; Bingham Bros. Company, of New 
York; Robert Bonner’s Sons, of New York; Brentano’s, New York; 
the Cassell Publishing Company, of New York; Caw’s Pen and Ink 
1 of New York; the ee, Carey of New York; 
Henry T. Coates & Co., Philadelphia; Columbian Paper Paes oper 
of Buenavista, Va.; Thomas Y. Crowell & Co., of New York; 
Theo. L. DeVinne & Co., New York; Louis De Jonge & Co., New 
York; O. T. Dillingham & Co., New York; G. W. Dillingham and 
Dodd, Mead & Co., New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., New York; 


ere, haying | boo! 


the le Pencil Company, New York; Eberhard Faber, New 
York; Fishel, Adler & Schwartz, New York; Funk & Wagnalls 
Company, New York; H Holt & Co., New York; Houghton, 
Mifflin & Co., Cambridge, B. Hurd & Co., New 


York; Charles Eneu Johnson & Co., New York; Ketterline’s 
Printing House, Philadelphia; Koch Sons & Co., New York; Lea 
Brothers & Co., Philadelphia; Lee & Shepard, Boston, Mass.; 
J. B. Lippincott a hiladelphia; Longmans, Green & Co., 
New York; the F. M. Lupton Publishing Company, New York; 
MacMillan & Co., New York; the Matthews-Norihrup Company, 
Buffalo, N. Y.: David McKay, Philadelphia; the Merriam Com- 
pany, New York; the Miller Brothers Cutlery Company, Meriden, 
Conn.; the Mount Holly Pa Company, Mount Holly Springs, 
Pa.; National Wall Paper Company, New York; Thomas Nelson 
& Sons, New York; Optimus Printing Company, New York; Per- 
kins, Goodwin & Co., New York; . A. Prior & Co., Baltimore, 
Md.; Publishers’ Weekly, New York; G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New 
York; A. D. F. Randolph & Co., New York; George Routledge & 
Sons, Limited, New York; B. H. Russell & Son, New York; 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York; Daniel Slote & Co., New 
York; A. G. Spalding & Bros., New York; the Spencerian 
Pen Company, New York; E. Steiger & Co., New York; the 
Tower Manufacturing and Novelty Company, New York; Tuck, 
Raphael & Sons Company, Limited, New York; D. Van Nostrand 
Gomon; New York; Ward & Drummon, New York; Warne, 
Frederick & Co., New York; Thomas Whittaker, New York; 
John Wiley & Sons, New York; Wilmore-Andrews Publishing 
Company, New York; the C. B. Woodworth Sons Company, 
Rochester, N. L.; E. & J. B. Young & Co., New York. 

Now. Mr. Chairman, here are the names of other members of 
this board of trade, and I commend them to the especial attention of 
my friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Moopy], as they all are resi- 
dents and manufacturers of his State: Agawam Paper Company, 
E Albion Paper Company, Holyoke, Mass.; 
Allyn & , Boston, Mass.; ton Bros, Lee, Mass.; Birnie 

y» Springfield, Mass.; L. L. Brown Paper Com- 


y, Holyoke, Mass.; Estes & Lau- 
riat, Boston, Mass.; Fairfield Paper Company, Fairfield, Mass.; 
D. C. Heath & Co., Boston, Mass.; Holyoke Paper Company Hol- 
oke, Mass.; Hurlbut 5 Manufacturing Company, South Lee, 

Mee: Little, Brown & Co., Boston, Mass.; Logan, Swift & Beg 
ham Envelope Company, Worcester, Mass.; the Lothrop Pu 
lishing sage oe ocd Boston, Mass.; Massasoit Paper Manufacturing 
Company, yoke, Mass.; G. & O. Merriam Company, Spri 
field, Mass.; National Blank Book Company, Holyoke, Mass.; Old 
Berkshire Mills Company, Dalton, Mass.; the Horace Partridge 


that | Company, Boston, Mass.; the Pierce & Bushnell Manufacturing 


Company, New Bedford, Mass.; the Prang Education Company, 
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Boston, Mass.; L. Prang & Co., Roxbury, Mass.; Robert Bros, 
Boston, Mass.; Southworth Company, Mittineague, Mass.; the 
Taber Art Company, New Bedford, Mass.; Valley Paper Com- 
ny, Holyoke, Mass.; Samuel Ward Company, Boston, Mass.; 
eston Byron Company, Dalton, Mass.; Whiting Paper Company, 
Holyoke, Same: the George C. Whitney Company, Worcester, 
Mass., and Worthy Paper Company, Mittineague, Mass. 

Mr. MOODY. None of them in my district. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CUMMINGS. None of them in your district! Have you 
no State pride? Has the State i de of Massachusetts left your 
breast entirely? Most wonderful anomaly! The manufacturers 
of Massachusetts are compelled to telegraph to a Democratic 
Representative from New York City to represent their interests 
on this floor in antagonism to an attack from their own Repre- 
sentatives! [Great laughter and applause. ] 

No, sir; this thing not only strikes at the country newspapers 
of this Union, but it strikes at every book publishing company here 
as well. This House ought to look to it. While you are feeding 
country ‘‘ killies” to great newspaper sharks, you ought at least to 
have some regard for the great publishing interests which are inti- 
mately allied to the interests of States which you represent. $ 
Chairman, as a New York Democrat, I am proud to be called upon 
by these gentlemen from Boston and from other cities in intel- 
lectual Massachusetts to protest against the work of one of their 
Representatives herein Congress. [Laughter.] Idosowith great 

leasure, indeed, and thank them for giving me the opportunity, 
towed laughter and applause. ] 

Here the hammer fell. |; 
r. MOODY. Mr. Chairman 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York is rec- 


ognized. 

Mr. MAHANY. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New 
York who has just taken his seat laid t stress in his speech 
of yesterday upon the fact that his contention was supported b 
the influence of the New York Tribune and the New York Heral 
Over against that argument I set the New York Commercial 
Advertiser, the New York Evening Post, the New York Journal, 
the New York Mail and ress, the New York Press, of which 
the leader on the other side of this debate . QUIGG] was late the 
editor, the New York Sun, and the New York Times. The gor 
tleman from New York in his speech or hig bird also said that 
the agricultural papers were opposed to the Loud bill, but I find 
that the Agricultural Press League, composed of a vast number 
of the more important agricultural papers in the country, has 
Siar Riora and indorsed it. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I beg your pardon. The gentleman does 
not wish to misrepresent me? 

Mr. MAHANY. I certainly do not. 

Mr, CUMMINGS. I quoted an agricultural paper that pro- 
tested inst the bill. I quoted no others. 

Mr. MAHANY. Well, even so, this is the Agricultural Press 
League advocating the bill as the only agricultural paper 
‘which you instanced in opposition. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. They have not had time to put in their pro- 
tests. They will inundate you with protestsif you give them time. 

Mr. MA Y. Your ‘‘boiler-plate” literary bureau seems to 


have syndicated the protest“ business. 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. They had two weeks’ time at 
Christmas. 


Mr. MAHANY. Yes; as my friend suggests, they had two 
‘weeks at Christmas, with full knowledge that this bill was to 
come up after the recess, 5 

I hold in my hand a letter addressed to another member of this 
House, the chairman of the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post- Roads, from the head of the great publishing house which 
issues the Ladies’ Home Journal, concededly a paper having one 
of the largest circulations enjoyed by any publication in the 
‘world. The writer, addressing the chairman of the committee, 
says: 

PHILADELPHIA, March 10, 1896. 

My Dear Sin: The inclosed circulars, i. e., in opposition to the Loud bill, 
came to me by mail to-day, and as they concern your bill, permit me to say 
that this committee of New York publishers whose names are appended to 
the circular I never before heard of, although I have been in the publishing 
business for many years. I am familiar with the New York publishing 
world, and as these names are strangers to me, I can not but feel that they 
‘are not important factors in the pa ng business. 

I wish to write to you that I believe it to be the honest opinion of most 
reputable publishers that your bill will be a benefit to the trade, It will 
increase my expenses somewhat on returns from news agents, but will 
pe pees — see being more careful in ordering supplies for actual needsinstead 
of haphazard. 

I believe it will bea fs: thing to exclude sample copies from the mails at 
present pound rates, for the reason that the reception of sample copies is 
3 considered a nuisance. And. furthermore, Iam of the opinion that 
\there is a great deal of fraud in this sample-copy business tow: advertis- 
ers. Large circulations are claimed on the basis of number of copies printed 
jand sent out at this cheap rate, and, as a rule, a newspaper or periodical that 
has not been ordered or paid for carries little weight with the recipient, and 
9 5 t little influence and little value to reputable advertisers. 

ours, Y, 


CYRUS CURTIS. 


Mr, Chairman, I led the fight against the Loud bill in the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads (of which I am a mem- 
ber), and I desire to say now that after a very careful investigation 
and consideration of all the various conflicting facts and argu- 
ments presented I came to the conclusion that on a last analysis 
there was absolutely no argument against this bill, and certainly 
none in favor of mulcting the United States Government from 
eighteen to twenty millions of dollars annually for the benefit of a 
few selfish and monopolistic corporations engaged in the publish- 
ing business. 

r. MOODY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to occupy the attention 
of the committee for only a few minutes. My friend from New 
York . CUMMINGS] a moment ago gave me a prominence in 
this discussion which Ido not deserve. Until this morning I had 
not made se Pa mind which way I should vote in the committee 
upon this bill. I had the pleasure (and it is always a pleasure and 
a profit) of reading the gentleman’s speech in the RECORD this 
morning, because I was detained from the House when it was 
made yesterday, but I confess I did not get as much light as I did 
amusement. . The principal thing that I saw in the 
speech was that the gentleman from New York took occasion to 
say to the bicyclists of this country, and especially of his own 
district, that he would vote for roads in every State of the 
Union if the Federal Government had the power to give them, and 
he knew it had not. „ 

Now, sir, because 1 saw fit to reply to the gentleman from New 
York somewhat facetiously, and perhaps a little out of taste, by 
saying that none of the persons whose names he read resided in 
my district, the gentleman opened the vials of his wrath and 
ured them down upon my devoted head and accused me of 

rip peon State pride. 

Mr. Chairman, I have some State pride. I have some desire to 
resent the State of Massachusetts as well as the district within 
ich I live, and I believe that I can best represent my district 

and best represent my State and speak its truest voice, not by 

considering the selfish interests of any one industry, but by con- 

sidering the interests of the whole peons of Massachusetts [a 

plause], and by considering further than that—and I hope it will 

always be in my mind—the interests of the whole people of the 

American Union. r I believe this bill is in the inter- 

est of the le an inst the interest of the few, which has 

been nourished under the present law. I say again, that for that 
reason, in spite of the interests that may be marshaled against it in 

Massachusetts, in spite of the interests that there may be against 

it even in my own district, believing it to be for the interest of the 

whole people, I propose to vote for the passage of this bill. 


gees 
. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, it is conceded on all hands that 
abuses exist that this bill is intended to correct. It is agreed, at 
least by a large portion of this body, that the provision in regard 
to second-class matter which is now existing law causes annuall 
a deficit, The meritorious features of this measure are assaile 
by some on the ground that other abuses exist which the bill does 
not seek to correct. If that ar; ent is to prevail, then no reform 
can ever be enacted. Every effort that is made at reform is but a 
perne effort. If thatcontention is to succeed, then every bill that 
introduced to correct any abuse can be defeated upon the same 
prora Great stress has been laid upon the assertion that this 

ill interferes with the country newspapers. 

A careful examination of the measure will show that that is not 
true. It is an extremely suspicious circumstance, also, that the 

titions which come here from the country press in opposition 

this bill seem to be printed upon the same c ter of paper, 
tinted precisely alike in all cases, and bearing the impress of 
having 3 prepared by some central 8 in defeat- 
ing this measure. Who antagonizes it? efly the manufac- 
turers of paper. Are they not already sufficiently protected in 
the tariff laws of this country? If they are not, they will be, I 
apprehend, when the next tariff bill passes. Let us not seek to 
use the Treasury of the United States to protect these interests. 

Let us look at this bill as it is presen here, and consider and 
dispose of it upon its merits. It is also urged that this bill should 
be defeated because it seeks to exclude from the mails copies of 
books which are of a high literary character, which are published 
in the supplements and sample copies of newspapers. Under the 
shelter and protection of a few chapters of such books, tomes of 
advertisements and vicious literature are distributed broadcast 
over the country, corrupting the morals and debasing the senti- 
ments of the people at the expense of the Government. 

The ar, ent made here that the word voluntarily.“ as used 
in the bill, would exclude a newspaper that seeks subscriptions is 
unworthy of the gentlemen who make it. If their position be 
correct, then every man who is asked to subscribe to a newspaper, 
and who in fact does subscribe, is coerced to that extent. Such 
an argument is mere sophistry; there is no merit in it. ` 

This measure, Mr. Chairman, should become a law. In my 
judgment it will save the Treasury of the United States from ten 


re 
W. 


1897. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


to fifteen million dollars annually. 
as it now stands is to give to the paper manufacturers and the ad- 


To permit the law to continue 


vertising agencies of this country a bounty to that extent to carry 
on their business at the expense of the Government. I am in 
favor of the bill. I shall vote for it as it stands, and I trust that 
it will become a law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The hour of 4 o'clock having arrived, the 
Committee of the Whole will rise and report the bill to the House, 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. PAYNE reported that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union had had under considera- 
tion the bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the postal laws relating to 
second-class mail matter; and he now, in pursuance of the order 
of the House, reported the bill back with an amendment adopted 
by the Committee of the Whole and with the amendments which 
were pending. 

The amendments reported from the Committee of the Whole 
were read and agreed to, as follows: 


In line 6 of section 1 strike out after the word “three” the word “and,” 
8 ere as to read: Within the conditions named in sections 3 or 
o: act. 


After the word “special,” in line 14 of section 4, strike out “interest” and 
insert “industry.” 
as a new section: 


counties, as the Postmaster-General may direct. 
the numbering of sections 5 and 6 to 6and 7. 


The SPEAKER. The question is now on the engrossment and 


third ing of the bill as amended, 
The None being put, 
The SPE e Chair is in doubt. 


Mr. QUIGG. I call for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 144, nays 104, 
not voting 108; as follows: 


YEAS—IH. 
Abbott, insmore, Kyle, 
cheson, Dolliver, 3 rn a 
ch, T. H. E Bors 
Atwood. “Si Leighty, Sayers, 
beck, Linney, ton. 
ey. Evans, Linton. Settle, 
tt, Ga. Fenton, Tanabe, She: — 
e 
; Foote, 7 Simpkins, 
ll, Tex. F Lou Sorg. 

‘op Fowler, Maddox, Southard, 
Black, Ga. Gardner, Mahany, Spalding, 
Blue, Gillet, N. Y. Marsh, Spencer, 

W. eck {ae Ek 
Brewster, fan icGormic Bley W. 
eric’ , Ky. „ 

Reer Halterman, Lede x Taft, 
rton, Mo. Harrison, cDearmon, Tawney, 

m, O eat MeMillin, Tayler, 
erhead, Hatch, Miles, Terry, 
Catchings, Hende: Turner, Ga. 
Clardy. enry, Mitche: Turner, Va. 
Clark, Mo. epburn, Mondell, Van Horn, 

‘ke, Ala. ‘ermann, oody, Wadsworth, 

` born, N Walker, Mass. 
8 New Walker, Va. 
Coo; 8 Hobbes, Otj Watson, O 

per, Tex. u en, a 

Sox. Hull, Payne, Wellington, 
Johnson, Ind. Pendleton, ite, 
berson, Johnson, N. Dak. er) illiams, 

i Kendall, Pitney, Wilson, Ohio 

rd, Kirkpa Brice, Wright, 

01 ice, 

enny, Kleberg, Prince, Yoakum. 

i NAYS—104 

Ten, Utah Eddy,” 5 sett 

en, * arn, 
Andre Fairchild, d, Russell, Conn. 
Arnold, R. I. = —. a, . — Soannen; 
Baker, Kans. tzge Loudenslager, nover, 
Baker, N. H. Fletcher, Low, x Span 
Bartholdt, Gibson, Mahon, e, 

Iknap, Martin, tephen: 
Bell, Colo. Griffin, McCleary, Minn. Stewart, W. 

nnett, Grosvenor, Ewan. kes, 

rry. TOW, McLaurin; Strode, Nebr. 
Boutelle, Hainer, Nebr. Mercer, Strowd. N. C. 
Brosius, ‘ardy, Miller, W. Va. Sulzer, 
Sennan, SEN — Wis. me 

ering, Hartma: o; orp, 
Coffin, Tatros Maxie? Š owns, 
Cook, Wis. Hendrick, M vs Y, 
Kae Wis, B Saen Updagrat 
T, 0 e Ji > 

or Howe. Owens, Van Voorhis, 

usins, Howell, Parker, Wanger, 
Orowther, uling, Phiilips, Warner, 
Samrat Hurley, e eee 2 
Cur enkins, nigg, n. 
Daytoi Johnson, Cal. ey, Wood, 
De Armond? Kem, Y» z Woomer 


NOT VOTING—1068. 


Aldrich, W. F. Curtis, Iowa Latimer. Rusk. 
Aldrich, III. E Lefever, Russell, Ga. 
Allen, Miss. De Witt, Lew Sauerhering. 
Anderson, Dockery, Lorimer, haw, 
Apsley, Dovener, Shuford, 
Arnold, Pa. Elett McCall, Mass. Skinner, 
Avery, Gam McCall, Tenn. Smith, III. 
Baker, Md. Graff, McClellan, Smith; Mich. 

Griswold, Lachlan, Southwick, 
Barney, Hadley, Rae. S 
Barrett, Hager, Meiklejohn, Stew: N. J. 
Bartlett, N. Y. Hanly, eredith, Stone, W. A. 
pian Meyer, Strait, 
Black, N. Y. Heiner, Pa. er, Strong, 
Boatner, Hemenway, cs) Sulloway, 
Brown, Henry, Conn. Miner, N. Y. Swanson, 

Hi Money, Talbert, 
Buck, Hop’ Moses, Thomas, 
Bull, Huff, Murray, Tracewell, 
Burrell, ulick, N: Tucker, 
Clark, Iowa Hunter, Otey, oye, 
Cobb, u erstreet, atson, Ind. 
Colson, Hyde, tterson, Wilber, 
Cooper, Fla. Jones, Willis, 
Cowen, Joy, T, Wilson, Idaho 
Crowley, Kerr, Robertson, La. Wilson, S. 

P, Kulp, Pa. W. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
The following pairs were announced until further notice: 
Mr. AVERY with Mr. STALLINGS. 

Mr. BULL with Mr. Money. 

Mr. Joy with Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi. 

Mr. Crump with Mr. COWEN. 

Mr. KULP with Mr. STRAIT. 

Mr. Hopxins with Mr. HUTCHESON. 

Mr. OVERSTREET with Mr. JONEs. 

Mr. Surrg of Michigan with Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. HeMENWAY with Mr. ROBERTSON of Louisiana. 

Mr. Hany with Mr. TALBERT. 

Mr. BINGHAM with Mr. DocKERY. 

Mr. Hirt with Mr. MAGUIRE. 

Mr. STRONG with Mr. MINER of New York, 

Mr. APSLEY with Mr. BoaTNER. 

Mr. BURRELL with Mr. MCRAE. 


. ALDRICH of Illinois with Mr. SOUTHWICK., 

. PATTERSON with Mr. MEREDITH. 

. THOMAS with Mr. BANKHEAD. 

. TYLER with Mr. OTEY. 

. WATSON of Indiana with Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia. 
TRACEWELL with Mr. Rusk. 

. Henry of Connecticut with Mr. MCCLELLAN, 
. MCCALL of Massachusetts with Mr. BRUMM. 

. PICKEER with Mr. BARTLETT of New York. 

. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania with Mr. WOODARD. 
„ CLARK of Iowa with Mr. SHaw. 

. CURTIS of Iowa with Mr. Moses. 

Mr. De Wirt with Mr. CROWLEY. 

Mr. DOVENER with Mr. COBB. 

Mr. HICKS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make a statement with 
reference to my colleague, Mr. BRUMM. He is unavoidably ab- 
sent, but wishes me to announce that if present he would vote 
against the bill. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I find in the list of pairs an- 
nounced that I am paired with the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. 
Dockery. That is correct, but I was under the impression that 
he was present. I therefore withdraw my vote. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The bill was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. LOUD, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. - 

Mr. LOUD. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will withhold that motion 
for a little while, the gentleman from Massachusetts has a matter 
concerning the convenience of the House. 

Mr. LO I will withdraw the motion temporarily. 


TELEPHONE LINE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I present the following joint reso- 
lution from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, I 
ask that the committee be discharged from its consideration, and 
that the resolution be put upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will be read, subject to 
objection. . 


EEE EEE 


The Clerk read as follows: 
of hone line in 
Joint resolution (H. Res. z5 8 Le pee a telep! 


Jerain 
room in the McDowell 
pitol street and Massachusetts avenue, using the 

rnment poles now on North Capitol street. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? 

There being no objection, the joint resolution was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and paad, z 

On motion of Mr. MORSE, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


The SPEAKER directed the following change of reference: The 
joint resolution, H. Res. 225, from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to the Committee on the Library. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. Joy, for one week, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Buck, for six days, on account of important business. 
255 DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 

ourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 o'clock and 82 
minutes p. m.) the Houpe adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive u- 
nications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 


follows: r 
A letter from the Secre of the Treasury, transmitting a state- 
ment of expenditures in the United States Coast and Geodetic 


Survey for the year ending June 80, 3 the Committee on 


- Appropriations, and ordered to be 5 
A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Wolf Lake and River, Ilinois and Indiana—to the Committee on 
Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting com- 
munications relating to the work of the offices of the Supervising 
Architect, the Auditor of the War De ent, the Comptroller 
of the Treasury, the Treasurer of the United States, the 1 pee 
General of the Marine-Hospital Service, and the Light-House 
Board; and communications from the Secretary of State, the Sec- 
re of War, the Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of the 
Interior, the Postmaster-General, the Attorney-General, the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, and the Commissioner of Labor, showing 
the condition of the work in their respective Departments—to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the 1 by the court in the case of 
Lucy , administratrix of Elizabeth Cox, deceased, against The 
oe 9 the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 

rinted. . 

letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
estimates of mses incurred for the support of the militia of 
the District of Columbia—to the Commi on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
estimates of appropriations on account of the revenue service— 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
sraa Ly Seis from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
refi to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 8304) to increase the pension of John Purkapile. (Re- 
port No. acne 

By Mr. OR of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims; 
The bill (H. R. 4658) granting to Charles F. Leimer the sum of 
$400. (Report No. 2390.) 

By Mr. LAYTON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 1261) entitled An act for the relief of John Kehl, 
and to restore him to his former rating,“ with certain amendments 
of the Senate thereto. (Report No. 2391.) 

By Mr. POOLE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 9062) granting a ion to Mary M. Walrath, widow 


pensi 
of Ezra L. Walrath, late lieutenant-colonel One hundred and fif- 
ey Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry, 


(Report No. 
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Mr. LOUDENSLAGER, from the Committee on Pensions 
; ge R. 188 granting a pension to Amanda Woodcock, 
o. 2393. 
bill (S. 2802) entited “An act granting a pension to Margaret, 
Rowsell.” (Report No. 2394.) : s 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials, 
— 0 the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
OWS: 
By Mr. DALZELL: A bill (H. R. 9841) to amend an act author- 
izing the West Braddock Bridge Company to construct a bridge 
over the Monongahela River from the borough of Rankin to Mif-' 
flin Township—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 


merce. 

By Mr. McCORMICK: A bill (H. R. 9842) relating to the adul-, 
teration of foods and drugs in the District of Columbia—to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. COBB: A bill (H. R. tg, A authorize compensation, 
for service between St. Louis, Mo., and East St. Louis, III.— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: A bill (H. R. 9844) to amend section 5 of 
the act for the relief of certain enlisted men of the Navy and Ma- 
vere Corps, approved August 14, 1888—to the Committee on Naval 

airs. 


By Mr. REEVES: A bill (H. R. 9845) to provide for the pur. 
chase of a site and the erection of a public building thereon at 
Streator, in the State of Illinois—to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. HERMANN: A bill (H. R. 9846) to amend an act enti-, 
tled “An act to provide for the adjudication and garmen of claims, 
arising from Indian depredations,” approved March 3, 1891—to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

by Mr. WADSWORTH: A bill (H. R. 9861) for the erection of 
pon ic building at Lockport, N. Y.—to the Committee on Publio’ 

uildings and Grounds, 


— 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAKER of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9847) for the relief of) 
Sylvester S. Van Sickel, a captain of the Twelfth Missouri Cav- 
airy Volunteeca—to the Committee on Military Affaire. 

By Mr. BENNETT: A bill (H. R. 9848) for the relief of Peter 
Molyneaux—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CATCHINGS: A bill (H. R. 9849) for the relief of J. R. 
Eggleston, of Hinds County, Miss.—to the Committee on Claims. 

y Mr. CRISP: A bill (H. R. 9850) granting a pension to Lean- 
der F. McCoy—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. HURLEY: A bill (H. R. 9851) granting a pension to 
Ella Claassen, widow of Col. Peter J. Claassen—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. LAYTON: A bill (H. R. 9852) for the relief of Levi M. 
Wells—to the Committee on I 

By Mr. MOZLEY: A bill (H. R. ) to correct the military 
record of Joseph H. Curbo—to the Cominittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. R ee to 
Eli D. Walker—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 9855) for the relief of Mary, 
8 75 Hendricks, Hinds County, Miss. —to the Committee on War 

aims. 

By Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9856) granting an increase 
eee to George Whitehead—to the Committee on Invalid 

ons. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9857) granting an increase of pension to John 
Jones—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9858) granting a pension to Mrs. Lydia Lollar, 
widow of George F. Lollar—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9859) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary F. 
Wright, widow of Stephen E. Wright—to the Committee on 
ae ie, WOOMER A bill (H. R. 9860 pensi: 

y Mr. X : ) granting & on ta 
Emma Handshaw—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


. PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following A and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Philadelphia Board of Trade, 
opposing the passage of House bill No. 8536, to amend the inter. 
8 te- commerce law to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

ommerce. 

Also, resolutions of the Manufacturers’ Club, of Philadelphia, 
favoring increased mail facilities in New York Harbor—to the! 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors. > 
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By Mr. APSLEY: 5 tary to accompany House bill No. 9828, 


pangs pension to A. Caulfield—to the Committee on 
valid Pensions. 
B 


Mr. ARNOLD of Rhode Island: Petition of citizensof Wick- 
f R. L, for the further improvement of Wickford Harbor—to 
the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. BARRETT: Petition of Damrell & Upham and 500 other 
boo ers and paw dealers of 1 State 5 5 
strating against the passage of House bi o. , relating 
second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: Petition of the Ohio State Medical 
Society, in favor of House bill No. 8777, to provide for the exami- 
nation of immigrants at ports of debarkation—to the Committee 
on Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. BULL: Petition of the Rhode Island Society, Sons of 
the Revolution, in favor of a law making June 14 flag day—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of the publishers of the Providence Journal of 
Commerce; also of publishers of the Triangle; also of Walter B. 
Frost, all of Providence, R. I.; also of T. S. ond, of Auburn, 
R. I.; also of news dealers and booksellers of Rhode Island, pro- 
testing against the passage of House bill No. 4566, 8 sec- 
ond-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-O. and 
Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CANNON: Memorial of the Methodist Episcopal church 
of Catlin, III., urging that the Government immediately secure 
satisfaction for damages to American citizens and property in 
Turkey—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Petition of the Honey Creek Quarterly 
Mec ting of Friends, representing a membership of 1,258, held at 
New Providence, Iowa, praying that the sale of liquors be prohib- 
ited in buildings owned or controlled by the Government—to the 
Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

Also, petition of the Honey Creek Quarterly Meeting of Friends, 
asking that the age of consent be raised to 18 in the District of 
Columbia and the Territories—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, resolutions adopted by the citizens of Fonda, Iowa, urging 
the United States to take such action as itcan toprevent the mas- 
sacre of the Armenians—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HENRY of Indiana: Affidavits of James Harrison, 
Thomas J. Dragoo, and letter of the Pension Commissioner, in 
support of House bill No. 7305, granting an increase of pension to 
James Harrison—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HERMANN: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Astoria, Oreg., asking for the construction of the Nicaragua 
Canal—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. KIEFER: Petition of news dealers of St. Paul, Minn.; 
also, petitions of A. L. Graves, Theo. A. Lienau, W. B. Brewster, 
and James A. Melady, all of St. Paul, Minn., against the passage 
of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class matter—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. KENDALL: Petition and papers in e of the claim 
of Mrs. Rebecca Harrison, widow of a soldier in the Mexican war 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. LAYTON: Papers in support of House bill for the relief 
of Levi M. Wells—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. OTJEN: Protest of the Wisconsin News Company and 
others, against the passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. : 

By Mr. PITNEY: Petition of Victory Council, Junior Order 
United American Mechanics, of Frenchtown, N. J., concerning 
Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. QUIGG: Sundry petitions of 88 news dealers and book- 
sellers of New York City; the American Wheelman Publishing 
Company; publisher of the Independent; publishers of the Queen 
of Fashion; editor of the Rosary Magazine; Frank Leslie’s Pub- 
lishing House; publisher of the Treasury; Gunton’s M ine; 
the Insurance Critic; Leader & Bookstaver; William Wood & 
Co.; Typographical Union No. 6; the A. D. Porter Company; the 
Paulist Fathers; J. W. Plummer; Jenness Miller Monthly; An- 
thony’s Photographic Bulletin; the New York Dispatch; F. M. 
Lupton; F. B. Warner; H. L. Saltonstall; Stationers’ Board of 
Trade; W. C. Conant; E. B. Treat; the Trade News Publishing 
Com weg the Metaphysical ine; Morris Phillips & Co.; 
Kirti a Bros. & Co.; Samuel S. Blood; Edward H. Fallows; H. 


B. Sutherland; Theo. H. Babcock, all of the ae of New York; 
Forbes Lithograph Company and Pulsifer, Cook & Co., of Boston, 
Mass., and t, Crowe 


& Kirkpatrick, publishers, of Spri 
field, Ohio, protesting a; the of House bill No. 4568, 
relating to second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: Petition of Watts & Oo., of South 
Berlin, Tenn.; also of the publisher of the Cumberland Presby- 
terian, of Fayette, Tenn., against the passage of House bill No, 


relating to second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post- 

By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: Protest of news dealers of 
the State of Connecticut, against the passage of House bill No. 
4566, Shao na postal rates on second matter—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. TERRY: Memorial of the Arkansas River Improvement 
Convention, held at Fort Smith, Ark., for the improvement of 
Sabine Pass—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, memorial of the Arkansas River Improvement Conven- 
tion, held December 15,1896, at Fort Smith, Ark., for the improve- 
ment of the channel of Arkansas River and the safety of the 
eee at Van Buren, Ark.—to the Committee on Rivers and 

rs. K 

Also, resolution of the Fort Smith Commercial League, against 
the e of a resolution recognizing the independence of Cuba— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Master Car Builders’ Association, oppos- 
ing the metric system—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 

By Mr. UPDEGRAFF: Petition of A. B. Stickney, of St. Paul, 
Minn., for extension of time in which to equip cars with certain 
patent couplers—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. 

Also, petition of W. R. Mead, of Cisco; also of Dyke & Olds, 
of Charles City; also of B. F. hPa also of S. R. Yager, of 
Colmar; also of C. H. Tal , of West Union, all of the State 
of Iowa, protesting against the passage of House bill No. 4566, 
relating to second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. ; 

By Mr. WANGER: Resolutions of Colonel Croasdale Post, No. 
256, Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Pennsylvania, 
8 the recognition of Cuba to the Committee on Foreign 

‘airs. 

Also, petition of H. L. Everett, of Philadelphia; also of U. S. 
Stauffer, of Quakertown; also of W. F. Goettler, of Souderton; 
05 of A E. Dambly's estate, of ee = a the er 

enusylvania, protesting against the 0 ouse bi 0. 
4566, relating to second-class mail N the Committee on 
the Post- Office and Post-Roads. 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 7, 1897. 


Prayer by Rev. Henry N. Coupkx, Chaplain of the House of 

Representatives. A 
e Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved, 
TREASURY SETTLEMENTS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the , transmitting, in response 
toa resolution of December 21, 1896, a report of the Auditor for 
the War Department showing that the allowance of claims to cer- 
tain insurance companies for the loss of the steamer Osceola were 
of the same character as those heretofore made upon the steamer 
Peerless; which, with the accompanying papers, was referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the executive of the State of Nebraska, transmitting a 
copy of the final ascertainment of electors for Presidentand Vice- 
President for that State; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bill and joint resolution; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the postal laws relating to second- 
class mail matter; and 

A foams resolution (H. Res. 205) authorizing the building of a 
telephone line in the District of Columbia. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The i also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
gned the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
y the Vice-President: 

A bill (H. R. 158) granting a ion to Mary Collins; 

A bill (H. R. 1511) for the relief of Lydia Boynton Ferris; 

A bill (H. R. 2320) for the relief of Samuel Burrell; 

A bill (H. R. 3398) for the relief of Augusta Tuller; 

A bill (H. R. 3890) granting a pension to George William 
on; 

(H. R. 9705 granting a pension to Eleanor L. Curtiss; 
(H. R. 5782) granting a pension to Mrs. Anna Wedel; 

ill (H. R. 7127) granting a pension to Samuel D. Gilman; and 
A bill aes R. ete a pension to Mrs. Keturah Wilson, 
widow of James W , deceased, 


: 
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PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. LODGE presented the memorials of J. W. Bowles, pub- 
lisher of the Modern Art, of Boston; of E. W. Ellis, publisher of 
the City Press, of Malden; of F. A. D. Silva, publisher of Progresso, 
of New Bedford; of C. E. Twombly, publisher of the Pigeon News 
of Boston, and of twelve firms of news dealers and booksellers o 
Springfield, all in the State of Massachusetts, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, . mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the memorial of George T. Weeks, 
publisher of the Independent, of Edon, Ohio, remonstrating against 

_ the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by Post No. 646, 51810 
ment of Ohio, Grand Army of the ublic, of New Paris, Ohio, 
favoring recognition of the independence of Cuba; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Methodist Ministers’ Asso- 
ciation, of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legisla- 
tion to abolish the sale of liquor in the Capitol building; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 

Mr. GEAR presented the memorials of Oscar A. Hoffman, pub- 
lisher of the Sioux City Volksfreund, Sioux City; of D. Bed, 
t of the Allamakee Journal, of Lansing, and of Thockley 

ros. & Cook, publishers of the Saturday Globe, all in the State 
of Iowa, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. TURPIE (for Mr. VoorRHEES) presented a petition of Sam- 
uel Reid Post, No. 87, Department of Indiana, Grand Army of the 
Sees praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba, 
and expressing sympathy for the Cubans in their struggle for 
freedom; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BATE presented the memorials of Morrison Bros., pub- 
lishers of the tal Headlight, of Nashville; of Cayce & Turner, 

ublishers of the Mail and the Primitive Baptist, of Martin; of Wil- 

iam Carruthers, publisher of the Vidette, of Hartsville, and of 
W. D. Wheatley, publisher of the News, of Big Sandy, all in the 
State of Tennessee, remonstrating against the of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin presented the memorial of Frank 
B. Gesler, publisher of the Independent, of Bangor, Wis., and the 
memorial of Power & Hovel Bros., publishers of the Daily Repub- 
lic, of Baraboo, Wis., remonstrating against the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 

Mr. CULLOM presented petitions of the Crawford Lumber Com- 
pany, of Raymond; of the Farmers’ National Bank, of Knoxville; 
of G. L. Grant, of the American Florist, of Chicago; of James 
Peabody, of the Railway Review, of Illinois; of Dr. T. Y. Kayne, 
specialist, of Chicago; of J. M. Yeomans, of Chicago; of J. S. Mo- 
Donald & Co., . stationers, of Chicago, all in the 
State of Illinois, and of C. H. E. Redding, secretary of the Amer- 
ican Trade Press Association of New York City, and of the 
American Newspaper Publishers’ Association of the United States, 
praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorials of H. Webb Pemberton, pub- 
lisher of the Galatia Journal, of Galatia; of T. O. Thompson 

ublisher of the Epicure, Confectioner, and Baker, of Chicago; o 

. R. Fisher, publisher of the Poultry Tribune, of Freeport; of 
M. M. Rowley, publisher of the Clipper, of Biggsville; of J. E. 
Bangs, publisher of the Student, of Pontiac; of Nathan Collins, 
publisher o” the Intelligencer, of Westfield; of Robert D. Sawyer, 
publisher of the American Pressman, of Chicago; of N. A. Reed, 
publisher of the Banner of Gold, of Chicago; of E. A. Shepler, 
manager of the Western News Company, of Chicago; of the 
Starchroom Publishing Company, publishers of the Starchroom, 
of Chicago; of Matheson & Allardyce, publishers of the Canadian 
American, of Chicago; of Edward E. Goff, of the Motocycle Pub- 
lishing Company, of Chicago; of A. Paessler, panisi of Der 
Beobachter, of Chicago; of F. W. Rice, publisher of the Daily 
National Hotel Reporter, of Chicago; of E. C. Hewett and George 
Brown, publishers of the Public School Journal, of Bloomington; 
of S. Harrison White, publisher of North Shore Suburban, of Chi- 
cago; of Albert H. Snyder, publisher of Everybody’s Journal, of 
Chicago; of Sarah Pollock, publisher of Mission Studies, of Chi- 
cago; of G. W. Gaver, penukar of the Franklin Reporter, of 
Franklin Grove; of E. S. Kingsbury, publisher of the Republican, 
of Lawrenceville; of the Goodman & Dickerson Company, pub- 
po of the Pandaro SA ace or 1 — Nee Prono apher 

Jom „publishers of the National Stenographer, o icago; 
of H. W. De 010 tos 


Jamatt, publisher of the Crete Citizen, of Crete; of 


H. F. and A. E. Evans, 8 of the Highland Park News, 


of Highland Park; of T. O. Thompson, publisher of the Dairy 
World, of Chicago; of the Lanward Publishing Company, publish- 
ers of the General Manager, of Chicago; of C. E. Rouse, publisher 
of the Argus, of Chicago; of Frances L. Dusenberry, publisher of 
the Chicago Vegetarian, of Chicago; of O. L. Fox, SUAR e of the 
Indicator, of Chi ; of W. W. Burch, publisher of the American 
Sheep Breeder, of Chicago, and of Charles S. MacDonald and sun- 
dry other news dealers and booksellers of Chicago, allin the State 
of Illinois, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by Council No. 14, Amer- 
ican Protective Association, of St. Louis, Mo., expressing sympathy 
for the Cubans in their struggle for freedom; which were ordered 


to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Trades and Labor Assembl 
of Galesburg, III., and a petition of the Gulf City Farmers’ Alli- 
ance, of Galveston, Tex., praying Con to recognize the inde- 
pendence of Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a resolution of the Commercial Club, of Chi- 
cago, III., favoring the policy of the Administration in regard to 
Cuban affairs; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FRYE presented a petition of the Maine State Grange, pray- 
ing for the passage of Senate bill No. 2005, to amend an act en- 
titled An act making ap ropriations for the service of the Post- 
Office Department for the fsca year ending June 30, 1895,” approved 
July 16, 1894; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
Post-Roads. = 

He also presented the memorials of Daniel H. Holmes and Fred 
H. Haley, publishers of the Chronicle, of Westbrook; of W. E. 
Lewis, publisher of the Pemaquid Messenger, of Bristol; of Joseph 
Wood, publisher of the Maine Coast Cottager, of Portland, all in 
the State of Maine, remonstratin ps pag the passage of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. HOAR presented the memorial of C. E. Goldthwait and 13 
other citizens of Springfield, Mass., and a memorial of sundry 
citizens of Massachusetts, remonstrating against the age of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
0 were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 

8. 

Mr. BURROWS presented the memorials of John B. Penfield, 
of the Commercial, of Vicksburg; of J. H. Kellogg, of the Modern 
Medicine, of Battlecreek; of Herber & T. Sawher, of the Evenin 
News, of St. Clair; of Clement J. Strong, of the Sunfield Sentinel, 
of Sunfield; of Ihling Bros. & Everard, of Kalamazoo, and 3 
other publishers of Michigan, and of the Detroit News Company 
and 12 other news dealers and booksellers of Detroit, all in the 
State of Michigan, remonstrating a the passage of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Commi on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. STEWART presented the petition of Robert C. Blossom, 
publisher of the Central Nevadon, of Battle Mountain, Nev., 
praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN. Ipresent a petition and sundry letters from citi- 
ae Ma the oe 0 Portos, 5 0 to 1 Perrine land grant in 
that State. I move thatthe petition and accompanying rs be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, cis 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CARTER presented a petition of sundry citizens of Madi- 
son County, Mont., and a petition of sundry citizens of Dawson 
County, Mont., praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley 
tariff bill; which were referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. CALL presented the memorial of Josephus Anderson, of the 
Florida Christian Advocate, of Leesburg, Fla., remonstrating 

ainst the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
a le mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented petitions of the Mount Pleasant Con- 
gregational Church; of the Union Methodist Episcopal Church; of 
the Central Union Mission; of the Concordia German Lutheran 
Church; of L. B. Wilson, presiding elder of the Washington dis- 
trict of the Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church; of Wesley Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church; of Em- 
manuel Protestant Episcopal Ladies’ Society; of Dr. J. J. Muir, 

tor of E Street Baptist Church; of the pastor and deacons of 
Balvar Baptist Church; of Mount Vernon Place Church, and of the 
Fifth Congregational Church, all in the city of Washington, D.C. 
praying for the passage of House bill No. 9515, to raise the age o 
protection for girls in the District of Columbia to 18 years; which 
were referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented memorials of C. J. Strong, of the Sentinel, of 
Sunfield: of John C. Van Duzer, of the Iron Port, of Escanaba; of 
the Wood Printing Company, of the Nonpareil, of Muskegon; 
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of H. ©. Kudner, of the Lapeer 2 Democrat, of Lapeer; 
of Woessmer & Marson, of the Menominee County Journal, of 
Stephenson; of Herbert Thomas Sawher, of the Evening News, 
of St. Clair; of B. F. Browne, of the Huron Times, of Sand Beach; 
of John B. Penfield, of the Commercial, of Vicksburg; of Wesle 
Emery, of the Corner Stone (monthly), of Lansing; of J. H. Kel- 
logg, of the Modern Medicine, of Battlecreek, and of J. H. Kel- 
logg, of Good Health, of Battlecreek, all in the State of Michigan, 
remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relat- 
ing to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MILLS presented the memorials of S. A. Hayam, publisher 
of the Texas Baptist Herald, of Dallas; of Paulino Martinez, pub- 
lisher of El Chinaco, of Laredo; of Justo Cardenas, publisher of El 
Correo de Laredo, Laredo; of the Stock Journal Publishing Com- 
pany, publishers of the Texas Stock and Farm Journal, of Dallas; 
of L, A. Sanders, publisher of the Democrat, of Mon e; of 
Clarence Ously,editor of the Tribune; of J. C. Cochran, publisher 
of the Texas Odd Fellow, of Austin; and of George H. Black, pub- 
lisher of the Tioga North Texan, of Tioga, allin the State of Texas, 
remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relat- 
ing to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. : 

Mr. MORGAN presented the petition of Benjamin B. Cox and 
sundry other citizens of Mobile, Ala., praying for the passage of 
House bill No. 8320, for the improvement of the 2 service by 
optional and compulsory retirement of certain Government em- 
ployees, and for the creation of a fund for the benefit of such 
employees, and for other purposes; which was referred to the 
Committee on Civil Service and Retrenchment, 

Mr. COCKRELL prenien the memorial of J. A. Mann, pub- 
lisher of the Times, of Kingfisher, Okla., F the 
passage of the so-called Lond bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. BRICE presented a petition of the Methodist Ministers’ Asso- 
ciation of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the pas of the so-called 
Morse bill, providing for the regulation of the sale of intoxicating 
liquor in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of sun citizens of Delhi, Home 
City, and Fernbank, all in the State of Ohio, praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation for the relief of the suffering Armenians in 
Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


tions. 4 

He also presented a petition of the Cleveland Christian Endeavor 
Union, of Cleveland, Ohio, and the petition of Rev. A. E. Winter, 
of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation pro- 
hibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors in the 8 building; 
8 as referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 

rounds. 

He also presented a petition of the Ohio State Grange, Patrons 
of Husbandry, praying for the enactment of legislation providing 
for more restrictive immigration laws; which was referred tothe 
Committee on Immigration. 

He also presented a petition of the Ohio State Medical Society, 
praying for the passage of Senate bill No. 3127, providing for the 
examination of immigrants at ports of debarkation; which was 
referred to the Committee on Immigration. 

He also presented a poan of sundry citizens of Bellefontaine, 
Ohio, and a petition of sundry citizens of Columbus, Ohio, pray- 
ing Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; which were 
8 — to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the Ohio State Medical Society, 
remonstrating against the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, provid- 
ing for the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the McMicken Mutual Aid 
Association of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the passage of the 
resolution now pending in the Senate recognizing the independ- 
ence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Manufacturers’ Club of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, praying for the establishment of a department of 
commerce and manufactures; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

He also presented petitions of the Dayton Gas Light and Coke 
Company; of the Cooper Insurance Company; of the Gem Shirt 
Company; of Messrs. Thresher & Co.; of the Fourth National 
Bank; of the Stillwell-Bierce & Smith-Vaile Company; of the 
Rike Dry Goods Company; of the Craig-Reynolds Foundry Com- 
pany; of Messrs. Canby, Ach & Canby; of Messrs. C. W. Ray- 
mond & Co.; of the Royal Remedy and Extract Company; of the 
Cast Steel Plow Company; of Messrs. Elder & Johnston; of the 


Crawford, McGregor & Canby Company of Dayton, and of the 
Case Manufacturing Company, all in the State of Ohio, prayin 
for the enactment of legislation providing for the readjustmen 


of the rates of pos 


; which were referred to the Committee on 


Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
He also presented the memorials of Keepers & Greenbaum, pub- 
lishers of the Monroe Gazette, of Woodsfield; of 126 news dealers 


and booksellers of Cincinnati; of W. S. Richard, publisher of the 
Derrick, of Bloomdale; of the Cycling News, of Toledo; of the 
Advocate, of Plain City; of the publishers of the Church Life, of 
Cleveland, and of the J ers of the Beacon, of Akron; of the 
Ashtabula News, of Ashtabula; of the Toledo Daily News, of 
Toledo; of George T. Byland, of Hillsboro; of E. Wotwell, pub- 
lisher of the Magnet, of New Waterford; of McClung & Hinkle, 

ublishers of the Herald, of Jackson; of Jackson H. Cooke, pub- 
isher of the Market Reyiew and Farm Journal, of Akron; of the 
Huron County News, of Norwalk; of A. E. Hough, editor of the 
Gazette, of Hillsboro; andof A. McLean, secretary of the Foreign 
Christian Missionary Society, of Cincinnati, all in the State of 
Ohio, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 
‘relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petitions of John Orr Sons, of Steuben- 
ville, Ohio; of the D. Q: Fox Company, of Springfield, and of 
Babcock, Hurd & Co., of Cleveland, praying for the passage of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
288 5 were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 

ads. 

Mr. THURSTON presented a memorial of the Master Car 
Builders’ Association, praying for the adoption of the metric 
system of weights and measures; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a ponsen of the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Endeavor, of Hay Springs, Nebr. , praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquor in 
the District of Columbia; which was referred to the ittee 
on the District of Columbia, 

He also presented petitions of the American Trade Press Asso- 
ciation, of New York, and of sundry citizens of Fremont, Nebr., 
praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorials of C. D. Henry, publisher of 
the Christian News, of Bethany; of Moses H. Sydenham, publisher 
of the Central Star of Empire, of Kearney; of the Omahaand South 
Omaha news dealers; of M. O. Gentzke, publisher of the Nebraska 
Volksblatt and Cuming County Advertiser; of the Brock Cham- 

ion, of Brock; of the Delnicke Listy Publishing Company, of 

maha; of Sinclair & Clements, eee of the Bancr 6; 
of Gompa r: Goodell, publisher of the Beemer Times; of the West- - 
ern Si ist; of A. J. Watrous, publisher of the Coleridge Blade; 
of A. L. Riggs, of Santee Agency; of F. H. Nagel, publisher of the 
Freie Presse, of Lincoln; o William Breed & Son, publishers of 
the Nebraska Volksfreund; of A. S. Evans, publisher of the 
Tribune, of Meadow .Grove; of C. C. McH , publisher of the 
O'Neill Sun; and of E. C. Elving, publisher of the Svenska Jour- 
nalen, all in the State of Nebraska; and the petition of Clara B. 
Colby, publisher of the Woman’s Tribune, of W ashington, D. C., 
remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Lond bill, re- 
lating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


THE CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD DEBT, 

Mr. WHITE. I hold in my hand a remonstrance from promi- 
nent citizens of California, and organizations, with reference to the 
Pacific Railroad funding bill. do not wish to read it, but I 
saoud, like to have it printed in the RECORD, and I make that 
request. 5 

here being no objection, the memorial was ordered to lie on 
the table, and to be printed in the RECORD, as follows: 


THE CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD DEBT—OALIFORNIA'S REMONSTRANCB 
AGAINST REFUNDING IT. 


Index. 


Reversal of established Congressional policy as to Pacific roads 
False pretenses to Congress—concealment of material facts 
ifornia railroad combine: How composed; its continuity; the 
Southern Pacific Company 
Irresponsibility of the com: y; what property it owns 4, 
The e tuation in ; commencement of the Southern Pacific 
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Other frauds in Central Pacific man: 
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Other assets of the Central Pacific Company 8 
Other objections to the pending bill creating a Federal corporation of 
unlimited powers, in violation of the rights of the State and the cour- 
tesy due to it from the General Government 16 
Instances N abuses in transportation which have rendered the 
Central c management odious and detested 17 
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to merited they ha: reel 
Imposition of prohibitory duties on Eastern goods imported into Cali- eee obscurity; vo never ved even tacit 


PL EE AGE E SR Se ee pt 17 r and to L them now, by extending the time 
Se of an illegal special contract system with barbarous a zo payak 125 722 15 ne 8 wa be — pana 
Cdllusive suits and vexatious litigations with the State over a system of up to the s properly applicable to the 

Deceptions practiced on ublic trusted, in a moment of t the honor of 
17 4 citizens. the 8 of the debt than 
such doctrine. But debt need not be lost; every d of profit 
19 dy these can be yet recovered by com y or 
a iver ted in a foreclosure mting the interests o 
21 and stockho! TPE See ogena kekang US DENS Se 
Résumé 22 | management has ever been con ed b of the frauds or 
A dix—Article from Nation, August 1 1 25 | those from vidual s ers have from time to 
ppen on, August 11, 
Article from Nation, Desember 5, 1881. 28 | sued on be wha’ A $ ie Sones vis 8 one 
THE CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD DEBT—CALIFORNIA’S REMONSTRANCE amounts and on terms W. tly admit guilt, “The 
AGAINST REFUNDING IT. “ says the friendly majority of the Pacific Railroad on 
PORTREE NA EAAS OL AAEH EA E TREA: 5 — (pace bees aliagaitson were tube tr A an 
GENTLEMEN: In n appearing , 
ofa moasnre for refunding or extending time on the debt ot the Central .f. the evidenga that all these salta wore settled, and 
„cifio Company, we to call to your recollection the many objections ex- | $40) a share to $1.00) a share.” None of . however, condone 
in our mem on be! of the of this State presented to the | fhe a com: v. and nostatute of limita’ has ; te 
t session of Congress as well as to the following addi facts and con- | That right is an asset oi F Hunting. 
siderations, some of which have been — that memorial was pre- of Crocker ostato are undou 
sented and others have been suggested by the course the discussion of the | Peen, f iy, kept undivided, Dy transfer to a oprporation, oom, hag 
proposal has taken. naan ch en 25 
REVERSAL OF ESTABLISHED CONGRESSIONAL POLICY AS TO PACIFIC ROADS. =a Seg ee Railroad 8 and 
I. In granting aid to the Texas Pacific road, and to the Southern Pacific | (ims against its 6 baat 
„it ad, it was undoubtedly the intention of to create a southern nn T for. royity, will will bo treated together, but to do so requires 


some preliminary explanations. 


THE CALIFORNIA RAILROAD COMBINE—HOW COMPOSED—ITS CONTINUITY— 
THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY. 


It must then be that the management of the Central Pacific TA 
been from its tion to da; 
When the personnel has v: Seg epee meeen ma en from brother to brother, 


nephew, 
tners. There has been an phackute jate continuit . the Ba polic 
— iuit ot we may speak of tg i 


the continent which would constitute a rival to the central 
Sones on on thas side, as the Northern Pacific road was designed to do on the 
north. 23 was to give to the people of s whole country the 
V competition in overland transportation. Without accurate 
know) of the . — a which extortion in 1 on the 
(ainos . t to light by the Pacific Commission), it 
= 1 e t the charges were excessively high, and the crea- 
tion and 8 of competing roads were as n 

pà — Compras Ind dentaf its 5 ds, th. 
openden enormous su n 0 

Sentral Pacific Company of land 


deductions, 8,000,000 acres, worth at minimum Government price 
but estimated at more by their down to 


do 
Pacific Company. | 
The ntral Pacific combination consisted of Collis P. Hun 


having produced an. n price of $4.85 per acre. (Vid. report Leland Stanford, Mark He Charles Crocker, and E. B. Crocker. 
cember, 1882, r. An The Southern Facifc lend grant in California | undertook the bull financing of the Central Pacific and 
amounted to 1 —.— ‘orth at ae Government price api the ts equally. — 55 they were technically partners is ted and 
pat ot which Metr owi report of December 81, 1882, says: “A very not here mai o last-named associate died and, as was nat ` 
tion of them is choice ultural and timber land, and will command a survivors bought up his interest. Mark H s died next, intestate an 
much higher price.“ In the subsequent table in same report shows the ; his widow 3 his interest k his place. The otherg 
aver price so far to have been $4.38 per acre. (Annual report December | were now growing old, and to husband their energies the survivors sought a 
81,1 pages 43, 44, 51.) Rcouatdered t younger unger associate to share their labors. The an interest of one fifth 
This beneficent and a -considered policy of Congress in pursuit of which | David D. Colton and took him in. By this they had branched out in 


A has so ‘ot at naught by the ma two companies has Lime eliberatel x 2 
or mall set at na y the managers, w reven com. on 
eee Korff 7. 18 ha ve leased the Central ahis road for 2 — 

Prat April 1, 188, to the owners of the whole stock of the 8 
Pacific Railroad, and both roads are thus put into common 


extensions of the Central Pacific road, northward ups the shir e Valleyy 


ui: e 80 
Pacific road. Colton was very active in the e eae, Pa ut. ke died. 8 
quite suddenly, from 2 Hae and as he had not been long e h in the 
concern to become an rt of it and left no representative who 
could contribute the se 3 that he had rendered. it became necessary to 
buy hisinterest. This was done aen promptly, but in a manner and wake 
circumstances that led to a subse 1 Colton to set aside the 
sale and have an account taken the concern. In the course 
of this trial, which was contested with great 8 Was 3 to light 


beneficial policy of ou our p ‘high i Seon ly reverses in the interest of 
—— the correspondence between Huntin nant his 


out weight, is that it aims to 
fasten on the stockholders of the * — a 8 ure trustees in er 


e 0 . 
12122 , d opgasa get omen cna 
ings. This is unjust to 8 meth by which which ‘the N "Pacio danger that menaced them, as their numbers continued to grow less. If each! 
mai retained control of t oo Pene ae ro, w res their inter- | successive death were to involve a purchase e perked i interest by the 
est beshownfurtheron. Whatis that e survivors, w. e lot of the lo liver? Mr. Huntington is 


in interest have at last awakened to the w rong done t them, and are 
to claim their ino gta return tothe an independent ext 8 


f 
operation designed by Congress: and sis a f ae d N 8 fs ro- | held by the Individuais in the varta, railroad companies they had formed,’ 


to enact, as in section 19 of the my Rasa pene d in exchange for it, stock in the new com lan w 
„ session, that if it this fraud at, Wo. mot Fu. ad and legislatt charter was obtained from the Bta oky, 
annulled or canceled, even by decree of a co frendale otha act shall entail the 20 o A 2 of Kentu 


for the Southern Pacifte Company. The original p 8 
eee equally’ the four remaining associates, viz, 
tanford, Crocker, 1 and Mrs. Hopkins; but 

un recurred the annoyance the had 
previously experienced from their inability to deny that the Southern c 
and Central c Companies were in composed of parama indivi 


immediate ORAE of the whole 3 due the United States at the option 
of the President. he Government is thus made to cast the sword belt 
of Brennus into the scale wherein toe pe lye rica stockholders are weighing 
the oe of 1 justice against their dishonest trustees. Surely Con- 

shrink from enacting a law to forbid people who have been de- 
í Der iy, from seeking redress under such a heavy penalt y- 


ue PRETENSES TO eee OF MATERIAL 9 associate ai oling hima toand a fifth 
shareholder taken pas he presently tired of his urchase and sold his 
II. The indulgence and extension of time here involved are under 70 Hun A control, and thus it came about that 
Mr. Hun on uni i with any one Ks the other parties controls the action’ 
of the Sou Pacific Compan: 3 having remarried an her 
old age, on her ee eilt in La ror her 5 
Sear! tleman, ha r tastes, not taken 
in the rail management, and thus Mr. Hun 
cooperation, has come to e whole wer = the ip 88 ic te Gomi 
pany, and his single will reverses the : 
ay “3 follows: N of — ikhas t has — © away as Paki aoe spillo, acres o of the 
o domain, 10,445,227 thern Pacific Railr: mpany; 
Claims against its former directors and managers, amounting to many | PF which wes aad practically 8 —— 
miitlons, for a for 2 3 —. its funds: and 8 — means of as eg a Seo he tion, the on . oe 
ent contracts themselves throu, 0 of con- rein its busin: 
Development ¢ = . Contract and Finance Company, the Western proportional represent jon of stockholders in the direction allowed bre sie 
opment Company, etc. eee e O N ES O TATS ES e 
IL © of great tude against the Southern Pacific Railroad Com- to the consideration of Mr. Huntington for their Positions the board, an! 
F in business, to be ex, ore below. must dance to such music-as he secs fit lay. eis the ent of the 
Claims against its directors for fraud W company and is no King Log!“ „ is to all intents 
its revenues have been impaired for their own ‘benefit. the company 
Of these claims in their order. The proof of the dividends paid, after- 


wards. 
1. Claims oe its directors for 1 ropriation of etc. The 
a report at the Railroad Comm! ows that the assets and resources 
of the Central Pacific Railroad Company were diverted and a ted to 
their own private gain and in fraud of Nau reg, by the ori, di 
Huntington, S ord, 8 and Hopkins. h the instrumentality 
companies, and gives approximately the amount stolen. These 
are their outline familiar to all inf 


but nominal. n 5 ee 
t all it will possibly — 


. and controls the man- 
t of all these roads of which it is the lessee, besides owning the stock. 
It finances them all, gets all their cash into a comm their 
sinkin; fanas leading tie moniy of ons t phe okher and thsi of the other to 
3 so r e oes ae W. and the 
whole thing becomes & mere matter Fer of o unnecessary 
and neno Anean ents of cash. The lease of the roads other 
than the Central is styled the “Omnibus 1 


as a method of . =o economy of 


eto. 
SAAS mada will 988 


mi feature, however, w. 


it is a clause which, reversin; 
the. lessee to the lessor, p 
proceeds of the business for 


hose stocks on the apres bond EP pie snoteed in 


the old rule of rese 
es that the lessees shall 


ease.” It has been lauded 
The 


arent to be paid by 


continue be 


a whenever 9 put an 
m, 


the purc 


— may be expected to discover its radical a deere when they find a por- 
Xy absorbing ng 


and Finance Company before it, in turn; e 


the same in fact. 


Returning from this necessary introduction of the characters, we come to 
th tic fraud the Central Pacific Com trated eri man- 
0 2524 ing D It consist 2 t and het of that 


ed essentially in usin 


—— to buia. for their own Roxy pac’ the 
ed and calculated to destroy 


line, d 


process of this was as follows: 
THE SITUATION IN 187—COMMENCEMENT OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC ROAD. 


What is now called thern be with the construc- 

* tion of a road Francisco 80 miles south to Gilroy. It was completed 
in 1869. Mr. Hun in tes—in asserts— it was done by his 
Pacific 9 but nt one of ious lapses 

of memory to which some Soniy tor- 


persons are which 
get what occurred, but remember ber exactly what a what did not! "The Fact is, 


nor an company he was comnected 


E df living), und: 
Company: and that of the San 
Railroad Company; ‘£0 and equip it cost 
— . — William F. Coleman Timothy Guy Ph 
e — 


onahue, Henry M. Nemhal, and Char 
mers rate name of the San 


Fox, ene oti under — ps name of ‘The 


vorable 
f San Francisco en would be able to su 


With this view shes purchased fro 
roads first 


the stock of the two 


rporate names, and in 3 


nies — — one, Me under the name of the 
The route designated was from San 
Clara and 8 

y and over the 9 
pital was $30,000,000; its act: | capita) 
and its e ‘nothing m. 


Joaquin, and up that 
iver. teem 


River. cay 


San 
for 000. 
Mean TTT its road 
extending southward from Stockton ze Fen oaquin Valley, some 150 
mil . hi 1 the pro- 
rn Pacific road would intersect the the winter 
mon the z es succeeded 
pr e insertion in the act of M ofa 
favor of the Southern Pacific „and soon 
Goshen on o River 


— 7 — of s' amount of bon — ai buil 
t .. seems to have been afterwards reconsid: 


and made somewhat less. 


They ‘an buil the Southern Pacific road from Goshen, above named, 


Pill g in 1872, in that 

built about 20 more, and 

the road from Gilroy. 
mencement of 1875. 


In July, 1876, re Southern Pacific Railroad Company 
2 5 trustees, dated ap lof that year, cov: 
jongen t the 8 
or a. r e z 
Was issued to th en 


1 — 
get Ror 


7 7d 
by usin the rent of the Gantral Pacific Com 
atk dated September 1, 1876, to See la 
Railroad ex 


the Southern Pacific 
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end, $8,000 per mile annum, and being 28548 cent of its 
te Sbvio a road through a eon which, while 1 


in 
such a showing as that, had before it the brigh t of — — he one 
fraudulent therefore, were sa ed for . 
„ a ts rendering th V 
ca 00 and thus ren the 0 more 
en In . 


and the particular form of reservation of rent in 
were both parts of a dishonest con contrivance to bolster up the credit of the 
Southern Railroad Company at the expense of the Central, and to 
enable Messrs. Hun an tes, while acting as directors and trus- 
tees oi latter company, to hypo te and erwards sell the bonds of 
o former. scarcely be said that this constituted a gross fraud on 
the Central y and its and that under our law. as 


zene Company an 
under that of civilized countries, the last-named company is entitled to 
recover from its dishonest trustees all 8 intona of oray kind derived 


The history of this issue of bonds of the Southern Pacific Rail- 

Tosa — so Boal is not all told, nor the 8 evidence oi the fraudulent 

vy ae 3 stock list and offered on the 

Nen York exchange; od salos, an and all means rens ane 

a fictitious sale of a lot of — 3 an execu E poea were resorted to — 15 
them currency, but without success; the gudgeons of Wall Street refused to 

bite; and down to Mare 1880, the bonds remained in the hands of the con- 


more. 
to emphasize the fraud on the Central Pacifi Company; Sa oE 
and Messrs. Hunt: 


to 
connect directly by rail with the railroad Uraa ayare of the Atlantic side, not 
ten years in all. This m ion of the lease was made and 


4 how made up up), miles were completed and in 
operation,” de int Dee 8 southern divisions, the former ex- £ 
San . — and from Carnardero to P 


that the J :... 1 

the deathern Division d. aay outlet both to San Francisco 

Coar a i eee Central Paciie Ratlroad, aud that "in view of com 
interests tral Pacific Railroad Papo Bremen ee 

or a 

of not five from Jan , 1880, and by terms of ths loses 

if a railroad is not completed in five from date, so that there isa 

connection of the Sou Pacific of California with the eastern 

of Second line 


hange by the credit 
8 . 000, and — an ore 
of a recent. The sales from the 
obtain b erago o Baliding of thor oF tha sent bate amounted to over $h 10 bon OOF ad 
much re! sums should be accoun for to the 
Central. Pacific Company as ox its of the fraud. Thus the dishonest 
directors of the Central Pacific road procured we ean for constructing the 
Southern igs epa, bed as by its shorter mileage be n the oceans, its easier 


es, and the „ it in the Ponting ot Treight, has be has been almost 

e ruin cash the era insure the 5 result, however, the 

fe eye ay fy Rang 8 . and to this end con- 
structed (in the names of companies ultimately consolidated ksh 5 the South- 


ern Pacific) a substantially road through the San Valley on 
each side 55 the Central, ly parallel road ti every. pound of fre ane approach- TONO 
ing it on either side! 

OTHER FRAUDS IN CENTRAL PACIVIC MANAGEMENT. 


I. We have already mentioned the ompany (of r lease 5 the Central, 
entuc a 
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g the Central Pacific direction, it can not be doubted 
be pronounced by any court of equity a gross fraud on 


stock by those 
that this lease woul 
the Central Pacific Company. Its ruinous character is ob 

We will not dwell on the diversion of traffic from the Central to the 
Southern route, though the loss of revenue by the former from that cause 
must have been enormous. Owning all the stock of the one road and hav: 
no interest in the other, while they managed both, it was perhaps but natu’ 
for such parties to favor their own road at the expense of the other. The 

wer to do so was obviously a pope motive for the ninety-nine-year 
ease, the terms of which, it may be remarked, left them at liberty to change 
the rent from time to time practically at discretion. To assert that they 
exercised with impartiality great powers so dishonestly obtained would be 
toinvite derision, not belief. The Kentucky corporation, as lessee of both 
the =, Dap the bills of ing, etc., so that unless the 
shipper took pains (for which there was rarely a motive) to expressly 
direct his freight sent over the Central route, it was at the discretion of the 
carriers, and naturally went by the Southern. The arrangement of time 
schedules, greater promptness in delivering freight, adjusting reclamations, 
and like considerations helped to dete e the choice of shippers in the 
same ion. The revenues of the Central Pacific road rapidly fell off, and 
its dividends went down to 3 and 2 per cen to zero. 

2. For many years after the completion of the Central Pacific road its man- 
agers were the la t borrowers of money in the San Francisco market, and 
large borrowers wherever oer oia obtain it. Any poen ha asumof 
an tude to loan could have from them the note or the indorsement 
of the Central Pacific Railroad Com 
use of the Central Pacific 


ous. 


to history, 
appro) 0 
N E 
. © 8a n 
72 of inabili z 1. pay. Hon. Grove L. JOHNSON, of the House of 


ing the 
any hi 


de rs. 
have been aware when he did this—in fact, few would listen 

with patience to such an argument if they were aware—that at the very time 
Mr. Huntington is posing the acy en before Congress in forma pauperis he 
has been paying the stockholders dividends on their shares and is under prom- 
üble the same as soon as the refunding bill has been The pay- 

ment of this dividend has not had any publicity—has in fact n practically a 
secret—but it is the fact, and the history and proof of it are about as follows: 


THE SECRET DIVIDENDS OF 1895, 18%, AND HOW BROUGHT ABOUT. 


It is known that the great bulk of the Central Pacific stock is held in Eng- 
land. It was sold to English purchasers between 1875 and 1890 by the device 
of payi large dividends on it, while at the same time the sellers were build- 
ing t o Bont ern Pacific road to take away its business, as above related. 
The Englishmen were deterred from transferring their shares to their own 
names by the artful 5 of individual liability for corporate debts, 
and more especially for the Government subsidy bonds under ‘ornia law. 
Their holdings were therefore represented certificates in the names of 
former holders, indorsed in blank. To facilitate concealment of ownership a 
form of certificates was invented, with dividend coupons attached; so that 
the holder need not havea receipt for his dividends or even present himself to 

t them. No one could know identity except the er with whom he 

eposited his coupons. These former holders were employees of the company, 
to whom the managers had transferred their shares in lots of 10,20, 30, 50,100, 
200, 300, and 500 shares, which, being indorsed, passed from hand to hand by 
delivery only. Proxies for voting were taken in all cases from these em- 

loyee shareholders, which, as the stock remained on the companies’ books 
In their names, have enabled the sellers ever since to elect the directors and 
control the management of the company. Dividends paid under a former 
ATTA: ent ceased some two years since, and after a period of waiting the 
E men became dissatisfied with the ent, and after mee 
— 3 consultations dispatched to this country Rivers Wilson to investi- 
gate, threaten, and get what he could for them from the directors of the 
company. Sir Rivers came to California, interviewed the officers of the com- 
pany, C) e tions, etc., and was reported in the . geo after his 
return to the East as having arrived at a comp with . Huntington, 
the president of the Southern Pacific Sampan, . After this settlement, he 
was reported in the press as proceeding to e and there contribut- 

g his effort in favor of the refunding of last session. On his return to 

land, the results of his mission was communicated to his constituents, 
with the recommendation that they transfer their shares to their own names 
and take the control of their own 2 The substance of his 1 
tion soon © known on the London stock exchange, where the 
were dealt in, and the London Economist, a financial journal of high sandig 
noticed the matter as one of public interest, in its issue of 23, 1895, in 
the following terms: 


h [From the Economist (London), March 23, 1895, page 385.] 
` THE POSITION OF THE CENTRAL PACIFIC. 


Some slight compensation, it appears, Mr. C. P. 8 is willing to make 
to the Central Pacific shareholders, since he has stated, through Sir Rivers 
‘Wilson, that he will undertake to pay. per cent per annum in the shape of 
dividends until “satisfactory le; on has been obtained for the adjust- 
ment of the company’s debt to the Government,” after which rather vague 
date 2 per cent per annum is to be paid for the period of two years, d g 
which the shareholders will have time to review their positionand to consider 
the advisability of endeavoring to effectan arrangement of a more permanent 
and more profitable character. Sir Rivers Wilson takes the same view of the 
tion of the companyas that of the Economist, and, indeed, that of most of 
hose who have considered the facts. The Central Pacific is at present in the 
pe oi the Southern Pacific, which is virtually Mr. Huntington in what 
may termedacorporate form. It would have remained a profitable under- 
taking if the present lessees had not worked its ruin, In the future, prob- 
ably it can be best worked in connection with the Southern Pacific, provided 
equitable terms can be arranged; and analy; as there is nothing really to 
fear in the theoretical liability on the shares, holders should at once, without 
npa register, so as to make their voting power efficient. If that be done, 
and if terms can be e with the Government, English investors may ulti- 
mately suffer less loss than once appeared probable. They will, however, 
have to be very careful in approaching Congress. They must remember that 
thoy have no claim to anything save that which is given by the strict letter 
of the law. If they have been swindled by the “‘ bosses” in control of the 
often alleged, not only have many others suffered in the 


company, which 


JANUARY 7, 
same way, but few have been guilty of so much contributory ne; mee. It 
has also w be remembered that if the shareholders have no fare well, the 


United States Government made a, bad bargain oyer the subsidy which it 
granted to the Central and Union Pacific companies. And, of poate it is 
scarcely necessary to assert that the fact of the credit of the United States 
having ned Fay toporo is no reason whatever why one of its debtors 
whose ¢ t has not improved, to put it mildly, should get free from the 
obligation. As a matter of fact, the American Government does not, we 
think, want to foreclose, for simply as a question of expediency that would 
be unadvisable, and therefore if the company sues, as it is bound to do in 
forma pauperis, Co; probably come to some fair arrangement, 
despite the apparently hostile position which it has recently assumed. 

Four weeks after the publication of this article, Mr. Hun m replied to 
it under his own signature, as follows: 


Mr. Huntington's reply. 
From the Economist of April 20, 1895, page 519.] 
MR. HUNTINGTON AND THE CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
To the Editor of the Economist. 


SIR: Some one has sent me a clipping from your issue of March 23. The 
Economist has been sent to me occasionally for years, and I have heretofore 
considered. it one of the best financial pepers published in England. That 
so, I do not think its editor would knowingly do any individual or cor- 


on wrong. 4 

pal factor in building the Central Pacific road; that is, I 
or, the company, and sold all the securities, I believe. I intended to 
oon 1 Ware all people having dealings with the company, and I believe I 
ve done so. 

The Government, as you know, ted aid to two other lines—the North- 
ern Pacific and Atlantic and P. c (Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe)—which 
not only divided the tonnage, but cut down the rates; and later other roads 
were built, so that there are now substantially seven roads crossing the conti- 
nent when one double-track railroad could do all the business that is being 
done, and much more, without PAT eee inconvenience, 

If anybody has any charge to e of any 2 thing that I have 
done that was unfair, I would like to have him tell me what it No one up 
to this time has told me, or intimated that there was any particular charge, * 
but in a general way some of the California newspapers and some of the 
dischar, employees have been wildly throwing words into the air to the 
effect that something had been done somewhere or at some time, but they 
do not state where or how. 

The Central Pacific should have cost twice as much to build as any other 
road did, as the physical obstructions to overcome were much greater, and 
all the cost of construction, for „timber work, such as the bridges, 
ties, etc.—in fact, everything that was furnished in the building of the road, 
excepting rails, fasten: and rolling stock—was paid for in gold in the six- 
ties, when gold was at a high premium. The coal we had to use as fuel cost 
us for many years an average of ore a ton; which is immensely more than 
it cost the other aided roads, and s the Northern Pacific is in the hands 
of a receiver, I believe for the second time, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe (Atlantic and Pacific) is in the hands of receivers for the second time, 
and the Texas Pacific, I think, has been in the hands of the receiver three 
times; whilst the Central and Southern, I believe, have pea all their debts, 
and I have no doubt will be able to do so in the future, with the exception of 
the debt owing to the Government, upon which it is hoped Congress will 
grant an extension at a low rate of interest, such as the companies can meet 
and still pay something to the shareholders. 

Iam, very truly, yours, 


©. P. HUNTINGTON. 
New YORK, April 3, 1895. 


Mr. Huntington, it will be seen, does not deny the correctness of the Econ- 
omist's statement of the ngroemenh bas leads in confession and avoidance, 
that he was the chief factor in building the road and sold all its securities, 
and that he has not put it in the handsof a receiver; he adds that he has not 
been informed of any specific charges of misconduct himself. This 
defense, so far as it is ly true. Mr. Huntington has not put the 
road into the hands of a receiver, probably because he preferred to receive 
himself. Buthed by his eloquent silence, 5 that to pacif 
the English stockholders, represented by Sir Rivers Wilson, he with 
that gentleman that they should be in the shape of dividends on their 
stock, 1 per cent per annum until satisfactory legislation has been obtained 
for the adjustment of the company’s debt to the Government, “after which 
2 per cent per annum should be paid for two years more,“ to permit the 
shareholders to review their position and consider the advisability of endeay- 
oring to effect an arrangement of a more permanent and 5 charac- 
ter, These statements can leave no doubt of the agreement with Sir Rivers 
Wilson, but they are at the moment of writing confirmed, if confirmation 


were needed, by an interview with Col. O. F. Crocker, vice-president of the 
mthern o Company, published in the San Francisco Chronicle of 
ber 2, 1896, wherein he says: The Central Pacific is not on velvet, but 

it is not in the depths of despair into which the Northern Pacific has fallen, 
and the olders have been receiving a small dividend every year." The 


payment of this secret dividend is then established. 


AMOUNT OF THIS LARGESS—BY WHOM PAID, AND WHY—FALSIFYING ANNUAL 
REPORTS TO CONCEAL IT. r 


To pay a dividend of 1 per cent on the stock of the Central Pacific Com- 
pa requires $672,000, an amount too large to be overlooked by a slip in book- 
eeping, or to be easily concealed under some general head. And the question 
whence comes the money wherewith they are paid is not without importance: 
for these great railroad com ies, whether we regard them as quasi-public 
corporations, or as organi solely for Nees gain, are certainly exercising 
pont public franchises and trusts which affect large numbers of people. 
ey publish annual reports of their dealings and business, on the truth of 
which millions of dollars are invested, frequently the funds of unprotected 
and helpless people, and even legislation is predicated. The publication of 
falsehood or the suppression of truth in such reports is, therefore, an offense 
against public mo: of the gravest sort, which not even the most devoted 
rtisan would venture to defend, or pro tocondone. Wehavesearched 
The annual reports of the Southern P. c Company and of the Central, both 
those made under oath and laid before the State road Commissioners, and 
those printed by themselves for public information, without being able to 
find one word on these dividends or any allusion to them; the inference seems 
inevitable of an intent toconceal them from Congressand the public. Surely 
ngress of the United States will exact from applicants for its 1 
e homage of respect for truth, in the representations on which it 
is called to act! The Fag ge or amount of these dividends is not of so 
much importance as the duplicity and falsehood of the managers which it 
reveals. And the question comes right home to Mr. — oy Sg personally, 
for the bargain was mado with, and the promises made by „and the re- 
rts from which it is suppressed bear his signature, and are distributed by 
himself and with his sanction. Failing to disclose the truth in a matter so 
material. their statements and those of their authors must be justly dis- 
ted in everything. 


1897. 
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Denied authoritative information as to the motives for or the source of 
this extraordin; dividend, which was paid to the stockholders without 
berne earned by the company, declared by the board of directors, or shown 
on the books of account, we are driven to conjecture; and tion 


sugges 
arises that they may be paid by one or more of the guilty directors or other 
persons interested in placating the dissatisfied stockholders and g the 


refunding bill. This conjecture is not without probability, and if accep! 

public * will not be apt to hesitate long as fo the name of the distributor 
of 5 largess or in conjecturing its motire. A settlement made With 
the United States, embodied r 
condones so many and such monstrous 8 his Southern Pacific 
road for eighty-eight years to come t the competition of the Central 
Pacific road, and gives tohis dishonest 3 lease the sanction of 
the rie of Pa Sy „ may My > ita double or treble the sum required to 

ese ends—say $4, . 

i other probable Fee fer s is that the arrangement is designed to permit 
the English stockholders to sell out their hold: and shift the loss on other 
‘victims, which perhaps two years’ time with 


of the com y to mt a 5735 ovs 
e of ransaction, whether it represents dividends or hush 
money, 7 be to put itself in the position of ap: as either the dupe 
of pk itn men or their instrument in e others, neither position 
very desirable, or consistent with its own honor and dignity. 

OTHER ASSETS OF THE CENTRAL PACIFIO COMPANY. 


There are other assets of the Central Pacific 8 . Sy h not 
os! of. 


latest report shows 
of scattered propras: the most im 
San Francisco, 30 acres, granted by the legislature in 1868 for terminal pur- 
poses, and since enla: 57 

of pares includ: 


bonds have never made their 1 on the stock exchange nor been 
ealt in by the public. The f 

mer: 
its issue, which has been pending ever since, would be quite sufficient to gs 
vent their sale to real investors, and hence itis ate safe to assume that 
these bonds are in the hands of the old 0 
of some one of their numerous re There is no probability that the 


' to private uses for warehouse p 
have to pay rent to its former directors an 


y appoin 

sinking funds, and for the Central Pacite land-grant — ed of 1870 two 
gentlemen were named of known eee and wealth. Probably re- 
q some little time to attend to their own affairs, and as the accounts 
of the d sales, bonds, redemptions, etc., were kept in the railroad com- 
pany’s office, and everything ran smoothly, they appear to have imitated the 
great Grecian poet and to have nodded—just for a moment. this 
moment of somnolence some one, more t they, got away with no 
less than $2,500,000 of the money belonging to the sinking fand. The trustees 
of course awoke in time, and there was probably a disturbance or at least an 
éclaircissement. Of these particulars we are not informed, but the pub- 
lished reports disclose that a settlement was reached in pursuance of which 
the Central Pacific Company gave to the trustees of the land-grant mo. 
its five notes for five hundred thousand each, payable in one, two, three, four, 
and five years, with interest at 4 per cent per annum, to supply the deficit. 

Vid. Report of 1891, 'e 100.) ese notes were sacredly “ the re- 

emption of the bonds,” as the money they represent was pled, before it 
was éloigned; and as the bonds drew 6 per cent interest, and the notes but 
4, the equitable consideration extended by the creditors to the gentlemen 
Who had taken their money, and the profit made by the latter by the trans- 
‘action, may be readi y calculated. What is unexplained about the settlement 
is that the notes were executed by the Central Pacific Company, yet the 
next page informs us (and subsequent reports confirm the statement) that 
the interest on these notes is paid by the Southern Pacific Company. the 
Central Pacific Company did not get the two and a half millions of princi 
‘taken, why did that company ES its notes for the amount? And if it did 
getthe Lode ire why does the Southern Pacific (which is not strictly a beney- 
‘olent insti n) pay the interest? These are queries which probably none 
‘but Mr. Huntington . lf can answer. The facts indicate crookedness. 
Other objections to the proposed extension of time, which time forbids 
us to dwell on, are: 

V. The fact that such course necessarily involves a prolongation of the life 
ot the Central Pacific Railroad Company, which is a California corporation, 
for many onns beyond the Jogal term of its existence, without reasonable 
necessity for such action, and distinctly t the will and protest of the 
people of the State, from which it derives its life and being. We are not dis- 
pu the power of Congress for Federal pu to do such an act if in its 
8 necessary, but without necessity it should not be done. Inde- 
‘pendent of the overriding of the authority of the State government over its 
own creature, such an act will create a body politic without any defined lim- 
itations on its corporate powers, or any law governing its methods of pro- 
‘ceeding, its rights with regard to its shareholders or their liabilities, and the 
charter of which could not be forfeited by any court, State or Federal, no 
matter how its offenses. No State court could interfere, because the 
‘concern would be a Federal corporation; and no Federal court could act, 
because the United States have no statute on the subject. 

VI. This Central Pacific Company under its past and present management 
has come to be the most odious and detested corporation that has 5 
‘ever been known, and this for reasons, capital, confessed, and proved.” 
‘has invented and put in force more and more different modes of vexations 
‘in transportation than probably any o in the world, and we have al 8 
m the sufferers. At one time goods ordered from rn points for the 


in an act of Congress, which at the same time 


8 California or Nevada, on the line of the road, had to be hauled to 


neisco and back to destination, to swell the cost. By special favor 

and on payment of the whole freight both ways, the interior merchant might 
obtain permisson to have his goods delive as they his door. At 
another time they imposed a protective any Secs a cent a pound on refined 
sugars coming here from the east, and, as believed, for a consideration of 
$100,000 paid by paue interested. The charge was publicly made* at the 
time by responsible parties and never denied. Silence under such circum- 
stances amounted to an admission. At another they introduced here a - 
tem of l contracts to be enforced by boycotting,t which if long contin- 
ued would infallibly have riven our community into two hostile Ons, 
This infamous and doubtless illegal cial-contract system was broken up 
by the construction of compe roads, but by their system of leases they 
undoub aim to revive it. their ómnibus lease and lease of 
the Cen Pacific road, they have united practically all the roads in the 
State under the ent of a foreign corporation, which in turn is 
under the control of a aie individual, whose greed has no limits and who 
avows that he has no other or higher standard of right than his own opinion. 
He has neyer made public his general codeof morals, if he has any, but in 
letters to his former associate he exhibits his ideas on procurin 2 . 
Ran . bein brief to bribe those who will accept and y those 
who will noi 

By this combination Saey for years simultaneously withheld payment of 
railroad taxes, e machinery of the State government and throw- 
ing the public service out of pear. Public schools closed, su 8 
lators, and executive officers bribed, injunctions defied, and all this under the 
ee of asce: the constitutionality of an enactment procured by 

emselves and passed for their benefit. When, however, the opportunity of 
a decision presented i fl. from the ordeal. A history of all these 
offenses would unduly expand this memorial, and they must be over 
with mere mention. But the tax litigation was so grievous an injustice to 
the State, and the dishonorable and collusive manner in which it was man- 
aged are so susceptible of record proof, that we give it briefly, as follows: 


THIRTEEN YEARS’ LITIGATION OVER A SCHEME OF TAXATION ENACTED AT 
THEIR OWN SUGGESTION AND FOR THEIR BENEFIT—COLLUSIVE SUFI— 
IMPOSITIONS PRACTICED ON UNITED STATES COURTS, Ero. 


In 1879 a provision was incorporated in our State constitution exceptin 
railroad mortgage bonds from the general rule for taxing moneys inves 
on mortgage: It was done at the instance of the railroad people ihemactves, 
to enabie them to sell their Southern Pacific bonds, been e sub tolocal 
taxation in California, would obviously have been impossible. The measure 
was introduced in the convention b . Henry Edgerton, one of their stand- 
CCC ‘factory to his clients, and with- 
out amendment, nem. con. The taxes of 1880 having been levied under it, 
the companies refused to pay, and when suits were brought they remov: 
them to the Federal court, claiming that the exception thus enacted at their 
own instance was in conflict with the fourteenth amendment of the United 
States Constitution. They affected a wish to waive all 


0 rs taxes, on terms evi- 
tted by 9 
e 


ing given to the facts was then exposed in the press, and attracted the notice 
of the judges of the Supreme Court, who, when the case came before them, 
declined to decide it in the sha; 8 and desired the facts developed 
by a trial and proofs. Several other cases were then tried contradictorily 
and appealed, all of which were determined on other grounds, petty quibbles 

t constitutional ques- 


of at the grea’ qu 
tion which had been made the pretext for their removal from the speedier 


e extreme hardship of the case, as 
ted on demurrer, and that mask having been torn off 
facts, Court 


State itself brought a suit wherein this constitutional question was presented 


oversy 


after an appeal b 
advance the pen case, finally, 
Passed an 


gressio: 
reserving its whole polic (Sea 
Sa er's C. C. Repts., 228; San 

ep., 136; San Bernardino 
County vs. Railroad Co: ny, 11 County vs. Railroad 
8 id. ib., 894; S. P. R. R. 8 vs. California, id. ib., 100; Laws of 
Califo: 1893, pp. 200 and 618; Cal ornia vs. Railroad Company: 140 U. S. 
Ben. 308; Railroad vs. California, 162 U. S. Rep., 91-167; ornia vs. Rail- 
road, p 


576.) 
The detailed history of this pac is presented for the information of any 
interested in an appendix hereto. 

Goaded by provocations such as those here adverted to—and they are but 

cimen cases to which similar ones are of constant occurrence—the people 

of California have long looked forward to the expiration of the charter of 
Central Pacific road for delivery from this body of iniquity, at least for their 
children; and on their behalf we respectfully and earnestly entreat Con; 
not to any act which will continue down to the coming generation any 
pas of the offense, outrage, and oppression which we have endured from this 
niguitous combination now called the Southern Pacific Company. Deprived 
of the management and power to continue to plunder the Central Pacific 
road, it can hardly fail to go to pieces and relax Its grasp on the vitals of our 


te. 
It may almost be said that all the known operations of the Pacific railroad 
management in this State are saturated v fraud and dishonesty which 
recur at every turn of their proceedings. e 


See the Nation, New York, Decem 
ils, see the Ration, New Yor. 
et, pages . 


8, 1881, 452, 453. 
+ For de Nane i. 1884, pages 113, 114. See 


this pamp 
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DEFRAUDING THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PUBLIO BY FAILURE TO BUILD 
THE ROAD CONTRACTED FOR—THE CONTRACTS ENTIRE. 
9 the construction of the Southern Pacific road, of which 
we have spoken above. Its map, which preceded constru . a 
from Ban Francisco southward t through the Banta Cl Clara 
point where it was to commence the ascent of the pass over the Coast 
seer ny aoe FTT nd 


pai eni 


8 the con 
mentioned was tobe built for the whole subsidy: 7. 
about s hundred to eee miles were dev to 
in the Coast Range and thus the two valle’ 2 ee 
through them, over a soil as rich sep as level as the beds 
ESA Anir ip pri anhaa te It was not 
panty that consti 


country that 
at a ti for 
miles of f road up th i Sidon, the profit derived 
or were going 
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mercial considerations. For 


remains to- da 
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Outof one ny hel a ch verbially springs another, and bad begun makes 
strong itself by ill.” This truth is lilnstrated in the present instance by an 
imposition on the financial raio as wicked as that racticed — 7 Govern- 


ment. In building the Southern Pacific road e construc- 
tion, as alread own, and the 3 of 185 cover . a as we have said, 
the Uha road in this State, from San Francisco 
to the Colorado River. 

The route being afterwards opened for traffic, the holders of 
Southern Pacific sixes of 1876 placidly repose in ip belief at their bonds 
are a lien on the continuous trav road, the? ugh line.” This is a 
mere dream; their iguel tho other from Alcaide 35350 
Francisco to San Miguel, the other from Alcalde to Fort Yı 
are separated from one another by chain above 88 — 


six 

f but trifling value compared to ortgage bonds, an- 

the latter area fraud on the public. There are about ——— 
them outstanding! 
In nearly similar plight are are the bonds of the same concern last 
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ie to enable tiem to reverse the * 

are specimens of the wa — at are managed and financed 
concern, and the repeated 8 of the like has caused those oo Ag Be 
it best to doubt shies this Southern Pacific Company of Kentucky has 
ever beon party to a single honest transaction. 
THE CENTRAL PACIFIC CAN BR REORGANIZED ON SAFE AND SOLVENT BASES, 
r BY CALLING IN THE SUMS DUE IT FROM SOLVENT DEBTORS. 

ncies of space forbid further enlargement on this branch of the 

subj 8 h has been said to show the need of a thorongh in 


of the felations of the Central Pacific Company to the who have sọ 
long held it in their „and the enforcement p its just claims 
them. This done, it be found that so far from vent, the com- 


can easily be trunk line 8 the Pacific 
— — fairly eee RS ioe the basis of solvency and hon 
management, manifestly totheadvan oot the Government asd tox and 
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agement on a credit of a hundred years, taking their 
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Ten has withhel Lk 4 

81, 1884, we learn that— 
The fare PER oc RAED Ba hire A Takin lA „ 166, 106. 

which 74 per cent tho year „902. 50 n 

26 per cent from throug! 


Of the through earnings— 
The 5 from passengers and baggage 


$2, 383, 086. 00 or 40 per cent, 
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And from freight and express 8, 566, 006. 
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t of the road has been continuous from the beginning; 
blished correspondence among them- 


Congress. by ao soliciting and accepting a land 
t as the consideration for building the zoop E Southern Pacific road, a 
which was over a mountain have taken 
cult — 


7. The have broken faith wi Tan horas mayank en ee 
mele Beep sik: ‘ed $32,000,000 on the undertaking to . 
of rail Francisco to the Colorado River, and left a mountain ig 

es of it unbuil . e e 
8. Similar frauds in the ma 


of terminals. 
9. Refunding the Central al Pacific debt is wholl 
_on the basis of as 
foreclosure to 


d 
pad te on all of which we por the the freight, the people of California feel 
that all of the plunder which its directors are tted by Congress 
to retain will saddled on them. There is litte 4 oubt that as much ag 
from twenty-five to thirty millions can be 8 from the sinking fund 
from Huntington and the Crocker estate. should they be abandoned 
without an effort and saddled on the people Mt State? 


San FRANCISCO, CAL., December 26, 1898. 
On behalf of the people of California. 
Chas. Ash‘ 


ple, 
Mayor of San Francisco, 
TAYLOR ROGERS, Secretary. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON MEMORIAL. 
JOHN = STANLEY. 
THOS. 


JOHN T. DOYLE, Chairman. 
Extracts from the Nation referred to above. 
[The Nation, August 11, 1881, pages 113, 11£.] 
OVERLAND RAILROAD RATES. 
To the Editor of the Nation. 
: Two paragraphs in the Nation of zay 14 AGS eal i, BP. 2. 23 e 
e 


over 
roads. As you appear willing to — ai 


aid in ve vou some a 
the 5 0 of unlawful freight discri ndez to > Bss pos 


revived; it has never for a 7 E bee its 
uction in the summer of 1878, but has been usta plago enlarged 


asort of fiction to enable each concern to refer co: N pert 

“Mr. Jor! * 2,000 miles off; but that is the form of it. The Union Pacific 

8 printed cation of merchandise, and ited rates of 

freight 5 ä 5 5 

ISCO, ranging rom pounds for first-class pounds for 
D. ‘hese are — 35 be o regular rates. t company enters 

ts to carry for Theni At ap 

3 redu from these regular ones, on condition that 

shall im; his goods by their line; not only such as are usual = 

railor the Isthmus, but also such as have heretofore, an orally sent by 

by sea around Cape Horn; and they make him Sind Beet to ch their 

road, and by such connecting roads as their 


neral ht agent from 
5 or shipped gue or 
procurement, directly or indirectly, 


t their ARA feg to 3 5 to 


goods bo! eos. dealt 
any act of his Soaking Se dee 


so that he can not even parton er ae 
im than 1 5 rail; and this rule 3 
vide that these special rates are for his own exclusive benefit, — — he Es 
not allow the use of his by anyone else. Thefreight 


name or shipping marks 
must all be forwarded to Omaha b „ ted by the 
V . soocrding ty the 
exe: wa: n s pm col to 
rinted rates, re Eto 


return diference ay — of vouchers 
the Central 1 the lapse of a 
reasonable time—say 8 transmission, ve: fenton” etc. 
a our leading merchants have been forced to enter into contracts of this 
escription; the man who attempts to import his coarse goods by sea, relying 
ee eee . 
the latter that he can not compete 5 5 his neighbors. He can not even buy 
his coarse in open market if they have come round the Horn, 
for that would defeat the “bought, sold, deal ior handled by”, c 
are mer- 
chant who touches them without leave of the company can have no 
freight overland except at ruinous rates; even at such heisliable 
to casual delays, difficulties, and obstructions w being unable to account 
for, his fea erie nature attributes to malicious d 
The resul 


„ D 838 rts here; 
they have to come here in ballast, or a wheat for Europe, and 
our people are poo to pay on their prod sent abroad a t to 
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cover the of the round 

our „ 8 collecting and after after thirty da repay- 
milion on dollars; ie operates 5 8 but to the community 
is of minor 5 But the tax levied on in the form of 
enhanced yx pee isa wrong. In the 
absence of statistics 1 3 pho 1 it is 

robably equivalent to about $4 per ton on the - ea 
under this nefarious 
only over 


eserts and moun 
With these facts before you, which are known toevery well-informed man 


in San Francisco (ex eom: of course, the railroad commissioners), you can 
understand why the of ä over the rest of the 
Union d jam: few years has never yet 'ornia, why all 
ess has and estate has been y in value 
ever since the oye: and railroad was completed. Perhaps, too, you 
1 en hi ty to 9 rail- 
roads) which has found e: in some of our recent legisla’ rant 
that it is um — er eg Meme my and in some uni 
that was not its intention; but resent monopoly can not al sorely op- 


pressed as ours have . 
at or justly as p boot by be prosent 3 
careless whom else they may hurt provided 


to the courts—at least, 


allet a b won 


value to 
so 
break up, to expose the wrong. But the of know, 
are eer can only FFF 
wi and their 

abuses of 

twa tata 
y pu 2 


trends. is 00 hard to be voluntarily pureued by any man fu 


There is but one remedy for this monster grievance which oppresses the 
whole Pacific Coast. The power so F ates of 
rates 


the companies. For this purpose it is 

feoi DT eh Sra Bs phentnlpar es = 9 a rule or their esta 
com es, once 

deviation pe: 


should be kept under constant and Peni bag Government, 
and any violation of lamages and liko priy ce ya 0 
offense. 8 5 Sa re! 


control of that system, judiciousl; 
3 5 iiss 
The first thing needed is a committee vestiga 
to all s and thai abuses in 


associated N 
and por ney through its columns the demand fo: 
San FRANCISCO, July 28, 1881. 


ee ee 
OVERLAND RAILROAD RATES. 
To the Editor of the Nation. 

Sir: Since the erasers my letter on overland railroad rates in the 
Nation of A: II. Mr. Charies F. Adams, jr., has caled my atten tion to 
the 8 m of special freight and unlawful discrimi- 
nation t asset forth in the report of the Government direct- 
5 3 0 ro for the year ending June 30, 1878. I quote 

ocumen' 
"inthe month of July last,a sudden announcement was made that the tariffa 
business over the Pacific roads had been altered, and 


8 which 3 excited surprise as well as indignation sone 
however, soon mon 


propose to its 
slightly reduce them; but it it did 


The company did not 
rates; on the contrary, it was — Ba 

to take vantage of its position to secure as much as ‘bie of 
business. Asa first step toward this, it did 

away with its tariff, by the very simple process referred to. Under the 
open tariff, at the old rates, the larger business firms between the 
two coasts a g. t by water and that by rail. They, in 
practice, a ves of this option by sending their coarser freights, 


or those in regard ape sin ey F by water, 

lower rates; while the more costly w: or those . 

delivery, were forwarded overland. The ob: object of 5 Gui 

ee r E Boy ee Re 

W. ane S e , while, at t 
sane tins. Shey tos all the DAAN which would contract to mako 


their shi Wee wh rete by land rates at a reduction even from th 
iy by land It was thus a distinct step backward, for it. 
5 to the 3 of a published and open tariff in favor of a 


system private 
sa This move was, therefore: not only one of great 8 but it was 
competing trunk tne, but by 3 a con een perenne OTS 
e. a 


tis 

singularly bsence of that sense of public 

responsibility in w: the icy of the Union Pacific is now sha) that 

this hich y put in irons the transcontinental 

two age cha gag before being pub- 

licly announced, to the executive commit- 

FCC oe and was Rae Tieng A 
orce: surprise of blic, on verbal authority., 

8 e a single director. 
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“It is unnecessary tocomment on such a method of corporate management. 
It ks for itself. Meanwhile, so far as the measure is concerned, the ob- 
jections to it are apparent. The through business over the Union Pacific is 
mainly done by saree houses. This is natural enough, for such houses can, 


of course, doit most cheaply. The measure under discussion, however, made 
it impossible that this business should be done by any but the large houses. 


They have contracts covering it at less than the published tariff rates. 
More than t it locks up, in secrecy, transactions which more than all oth- 
ers should be public. The special contracts may be equal as between ship- 


pars or they may not. The directors haye every reason to believe that they 
are, but they none the less are lacking in that element of pay ABS in 
sof ied will always remain the one real safeguard against rimina- 

ion. ` 

The contract here referred to, and so justly condemned, did not contain the 
“boycotting” clause quoted in my former letter; they merely bound the 
merchant to transport all his freight by rail, viz, all goods purchased ay 
or for and shi or consigned to him by his procurement, directly or indi- 
rectly, or with his previous knowledge or consent; he was still free to deal 
in goods which reached here by sea, 3 he could not import them so 
himself. Next year, or the year wn tego e * bought, sold, dealt in, or 
handled by“ clause wasin uced, which“ cotted all goods not imported 
by rail, so far as the railroad companies“ e mers were concerned. The 
were forbidden to buy, sell, dealin, or handle them. Last January the rail- 
road com: es gave another turn to the screw and in uced a clause which 
boycotts not only the goos but the importers. The merchant who holds a 
freight his company is * bound” not to sell or deliver 

s to anyone who is in the habit of im otherwise than by rail. To 

show that re is no mistake about this humiliating exaction, I inclose on a 
separate slip the text of the covenant, as well as that of the corresponding 
clause in the contracts of the preceding year. They are clipped from the 
columns of the Grocer and Country Merchant a Tacha which 
published them, with a vigorous protest, at the time they were forced upon 
our merchants. The space of the Nation is too valuable to insert them in 
extenso here, but let them go into your advertising columns with a note of 
reference. They divide the im merchants of the whole Pacific Coast 
into two classes, viz, these who bind themselves to import exclusively by 
rail and those who refuse to do so. These two classes are forbidden by the 
railroad company to have any dea! with one another. 

I make no comment on this tor I have no language equal to ip 
but I hope that the Nation do so, for I have reason to believe that it 
not be without effect. I pass to another item of railroad management. 

Sugar refining was introduced here in 1855, and soon grew to be a lar, 
7 Even ae bas on raw stocks imported from 
it was found le to manufacture here at a profit and compete with East- 
ern to the extent of the refined unre and sirups consumed on this 
coast. The price was, of course, re; ted by the cost of laying down New 
York sugars here. The Hawaiian ty removed the duty from our raw 
stocks and gave our refiners a clear advantage of 2} cents per pound over 
their Eastern rivals. Still, Eastern crushed sugar had a slight preference, 
and could always be found in our market and at substantially the same price 
as domestic. Last January all this cnr Be changed, and Eastern su 

reason 


and 


gars 
disappeared from the market. The ed was that the railroad 
companies had raised the freight on refined sugar from 1 cent pee pana to 
2—a rate which forbade importations. The reader may be surprised that 
they should thus impose a protective duty (for that is evidently what it is) 
so high as to cut off their own revenue from the trade; but, though strong 
protectionists, they are not such fools as that. It now comes out that they 
received a full consideration for their action. The Chronicle, of this city, has 
brought out the fact, and it is uncontradicted, that the adyance in freight is 
the result of a bargain with the principal refiner here, thinly disguised under 
the form of a transportation contract,* whereby, for a consideration of $100,- 
000, they consent to impose this rohibitory duty on Eastern sugars for the 
current year. The Chronicle publishes statistics of sugar impo: from the 
islands, etc., to show that through the operation of the treaty the Govern 
ment loses about $2,000,000 per annum, while by the action of the railroad 
companies the people of this coast are mulcted about eight hundred thousand 
more in the enhanced cost of sugar. Its attack is mainly on the treaty and 
the refiner. Papers in the opposite interest defend the action of the railroad 
companies by the usual protectionist arguments, encouragement of home 
industry, etc.. The whole public is, however, as it seems to me, more inter- 
ested in a question back of this, and which I venture to think lies at the bot- 
tom of the whole railroad pronen viz: Whatright hasany railroad company 
toim a protective duty on sugar or any other commodity imported from 
one State into another? And what is the system of classification adopted by 
all our railroad com es as the basis of freight charges but a system of 
protective duties under another name? The overland companies, by their 
scandalous imposition of this duty on sugar, have brought this question 
uarely to the front, and incidentally Tas sud f the true remedy for such 
tas The latter, if you will permit, I should like to discuss hereafter. 


JOHN T. DOYLE, 
SAN FRANCISCO, November 23, 1881. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. BERRY, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 8375) authorizing the construction of a bridge 
across the Columbia River, in the State of Washington, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. PASCO, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 6750) to authorize the mayor and city coun- 
cil of Monroe, and the police jury of the parish of Ouachita, La., 
to construct a traffic bridge across the Ouachita River opposite 
said ciyy rted it without amendment. 

Mr. PETTIGREW, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
whom was referred the amendment submitted by Mr. SQUIRE De- 
cember 21, 1896, intended to be proposed to the general deficiency 
appropriation bill, submitted a favorable report thereon. 

r. McMILLAN, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 6776) to provide an American register 
for the bark Vila, reported it without amendment, and submitted 
a report thereon. 

r. FRYE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill (S. 3494) providing for an 


The transaction is alleged to be in the shape of a contract to transport for 
the refiner 5,000,000 pounds of sugar at2cents per pound. Of course. they 
could not charge any dealer a less rate than that voluntarily e og 
acustomer who pays his freight and is not at all particular as to the trans- 
portation of the goods. 


examination of the ag ‘en at the Pass of Aransas, Texas; 
which was read twice by its title. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3089) to provide an American register for the steamshi 
Southery, reported adversely thereon, and the bill was postpon 
indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2978) to amend section 4488 of the Revised Statutes, relat- 
ing to eae oe J appliances on shipboard, reported adversely 
thereon, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (8. eee! to provide an American register for the bark E. C. 
Mowatt, of Philadelphia, Pa., reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. PLATT, From the Committee on Indian Affairs, I report 
back favorably an amendment to be proposed to the deficiency 
bill. Iask that it may be referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. I submit a written report with it, which I ask may 
also be printed and referred to the Committee on e 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Pasco in the chair). It will 
be so ordered, in the absence of objection. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 5938) for the relief of Pricilla R. Burns, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 


THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. 


Mr. HAWLEY. The act constituting the National Academy of 
Sciences requires the association to make an annual report, and a 
permanent statute procter for the pending or that report. I do 
not know that anything more is necessary than merely to present 
it. It will follow the usual course and the matter will be printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered, 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE, 


Mr. DAVIS. I desire to have the bill (S. 3385) to refer certain 
claims for Indian depredations to the Court of Claims, which was 
introduced by me on December 15, 1896, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs instead of to the Com mittee on Indian Depre- 
dations. By the indorsement on the original bill it was to be 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, but by mistake it 
went to the vong committee, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Thechange of reference will be made. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (S. 3487) relating to the juris- 
diction of the court of appeals of the District of Columbia; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pacific Railroads. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3488) to create a board of trustees 
of the Union Pacific Railroad Company and the Central Paciflo 
Railroad Company, and to fund the bond debts thereof, and for 
other purposes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill (S. 3489) to amend an act entitled 
„An act to authorize and encourage the holding of a transmis- 
sissippi and international exposition at the city of Omaha, in the 
State of Nebraska, in the year 1898,” approved June 10, 1896, to 
repeal certain portions thereof, and for other purposes; which 
was read twice b its title, and, with the accompanying paper, 
referred to the Select Committee on International Expositions. 

Mr. GEAR introduced a bill (S. 3490) for the relief of Alanson D. 
Gaston, late of Company M, First Regiment Iowa Cavalry Volun- 
teers; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing papera, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

. TURPIE introduced a bill (S. 3491) granting an increase of 
pension to Capt. John W. Dodd; which was read twice by its title, 
sno, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 

ensions, 

Mr. HALE introduced a bill (S. 3492) for the relief of Pay- 
master James E. Tolfree, United States Navy; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3493) for the relief of Pay Clerk 
Charles Blake, United States Navy; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. COCKRELL (for Mr. Sur) introduced a bill (S. 3495) to 
remit the time penalties on the light-house tender Rose; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce, 

Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (S. 3496) to promote the 
safety of employees and slippers upon railroads by compelling 
common carriers to equip their freight cars with safety app - 
ances to protect such persons from injury resulting from fallin 
between freight cars; which was read twice by its title, an 
referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA. i 

Mr. MILLS. I introduce a jea resolution, which I ask may 
be read and laid on the table. I shall wish to-morrow morning to 
submit some remarks upon it, 


7 
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The joint resolution (S. R. 188) in reference to the recognition 
of the independence of foreign governments was read the first time 
by its title, and the second time at length, and ordered to lie on 
the table, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the expediency of reco g the 
independence of a foreign government belongs to Congress, and when Con- 

shall so determine, the Executive should act in harmony with the legis- 
tive department of the Government. 

Bec. 2. That the independence of the Republic of Cuba ought to be, and 
hereby is, recognized, and the sum of $10,000 is hereby appropriated for mary 
and expenses of a minister to that Government whenever such minister 
be appointed by the President. 

Mr. MILLS subsequently said: I introduced a joint resolution 
and gave notice that I would submit some remarks on it in the 
morning. As the Senate has agreed to adjourn over until Mon- 
day, I give notice that I shall claim the attention of the Senate on 
Monday morning. 

AMENDMENT TO SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
to 19 55 Committee on International Expositions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CLASSIFICATION AND GRADING OF CEREALS, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have in my hand a bill which I think will 
command the attention of the Senate and its unanimous approval. 
A similar bill has already passed the Senate in the last Congress. 
It is now reported from the Committee on Agriculture and For- 
estry. It is a bill to provide for fixing a uniform standard of 
classification and of wheat, corn, oats, barley, and rye, 
and for other purposes. All the leading f. associations in 
the country have petitioned for the age of the bill, and there 
can be no possible objection toit. The Committee on Agriculture 
and Forestry recommended it with some slight amendments. I 
hope it will pass. Let it be 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio asks for the 
present consideration of a bill, which will be read forinformation, 

The SECRETARY. A bill (S. 853) to provide for fixing a uniform 


standard of classification and grading of wheat, corn, oats, barley, 
and rye, and for other purposes. 
Mr. CULLOM. Mr. President 


Mr. TELLER. I should like to inquire what committee that 
bill comes from? 

Mr. CULLOM. That is what I myself should like to know. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill comes from the Committee on Agri- 
culture and 51 a 

Mr. CULLOM. It is evidently a bill that affects the commerce 
of the country, and if there is any bill that propery belongs to 
the Committee on Interstate Commerce, I think this bill does. I 
never heard of the measure before. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It was reported from the Committee on Agri- 
culture and Forestry. 

Mr. CULLOM. And not from our committee. I do not think 
the bill hia to be considered until some proper committee that 
has control of the subject has dealt with it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I suggest to the Senator that, in order to 
ascertain whether it is a classification for transportation by rail- 
roads, we have the text of the bill read. 

Mr. TELLER. I wish to inquire whether the bill is now reported 
for the first time or whether it is on the Calendar. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Thave already stated that the bill was reported 
from the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, and that a simi- 
lar bill was passed in the last Congress, I think by unanimous con- 
sent; but it was not acted upon in the other House. It is still 

nding in the other House. I am told the measure is supported 

y every farmers’ organization from the highest to the lowest. It 
simply provides for a uniform classification of the grains raised by 
them. I can see no objection to it. However, the Senator from 
Iowa [Mr. GEAR] can state definitely in regard to the bill. 

Mr. CULLOM. I simply want to say that the question of the 
classification of freights is now under consideration by the Com- 
mittee on Interstate Commerce. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill does not concern freight at all, but 
the guany of wheat, the grades of wheat. That is all. 

Mr. CULLOM. Ihave no objection to the bill being read, so 
that we can see what it provides. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It does not deal with the question of freight. 

Mr. GEAR. I will state that the bill simply relates to the 
classification of grain, and provides that, in the absence of a regu- 
lar agreed classifi cation by any board of trade or city, there shall 
be a classification of such grain, subject to the inspection of the 
Secretary of Agriculture. It has nothing to do with fixing the 
rate. 

Mr. CULLOM. The bill ought to be read at any rate. 

Mr. GEAR. It has nothing to do with any interstate-commerce 
matter. It does not infringe on the rights of that committee at all. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If it is a pro national law to classif 
grain—that is the point I am trying to get at—perhaps the bill wi 


show 3 what purpose a law of Congress shall classify farm 
products. 
Mr. GEAR. It simply authorizes a classification under the 


direction of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Mr. CHANDLER. For what purpose? Why is it to be done? 

Mr. GEAR. Suppose the gentleman orders a carload of grain 
from Chicago, or a shipload of grain from abroad to this country 
by steamer. There is nothing .said about the classification, 
whether it shall be the Chicago classification or the New York 
classification. In the absence of such a classification, the bill pro- 
vides that the purchaser shall be bound by the classification made 
under the bill, under the direction of the Secretary of Agriculture, 

Mr. CHANDLER. If our States-rights friends are willing to 
vote for that, I am. 

Mr. HOAR. Let us hear the bill read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is a short bill. 

Mr. CULLOM. Let us hear it read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: * 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of Agriculture be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and required, as soon as may be after the enactment hereof, 
determine and fix, according to such dard as he may prescribe, such 
classification and grading of wheat, corn, rye, oats, and barley as in his judg- 
ment the usages of trade warrant and permit, ha reference to the stand- 
ard, cation, and es now zed by the several chambers of 
commerce and boards of trade of the United States: Provided, however, That 
reference to such various classifications and grades shall serve only as a guide 
and su ion in the matter of determining and mengar the Secretary the 
Uni tates standard herein provided for; but he not be controlled 
thereby, but shall determine and fix such standard and such c ions 
an es as will, in his judgment, best subserve the interest of the public 
in the conduct of interstate trade and commerce in 

Sec, 2. That when such standard is fixed and the es 
determined upon, the same shall be made matter of permanent recordin the 
Agricultural Department, and public notice thereof shall be given in such 
manner as the Secretary shall and thereafter such c cations and 
grades shall be known as the United States standard. All persons interested 
shall have access to said at such convenient times and under such rea- 
sonable regulations as the may prescribe; andon 8 of such 

as the Secretary may fix a certified copy of the classification 

es be supplied to those who may apply for the same. > 
Src. 8. That from after days r such classifications and es 
have been determined upon and fixed, and 8 esac on record as herein 
grading shall taken and held to be the 
2 all cases when no 
: Provided, however, That in interstate trade 


fication and 


other standard is 


u 
or commerce in vif thaod 


Mr. HALE. That seems to me to be avery sweeping bill. It 
appears to be an assumption of great power on the part of the Gen- 
eral Government, I did not discover in listening to the reading 
anything in the bill that reserves any classification that may have 
been made by a State or by any other authority. The only reser- 
vation is the sweeping enactment of the bill in favor of private 
contracts or agreements where a classification has been made. I 
do not suppose that would apply in hardly any case. It proposes 
to confer upon the Secretary of Agriculture the enormous power 
of fixing absolutely classifications touching these great subjects of 


e. 
I do not think that a bill of this kind ought to without Sen- 

ators having an opportunity to examine it, and without debate, 

wnio, it seems to me, will certainly arise whenever it is put upon 

i e. 

5 Mr. SHERMAN. The bill was passed by the Senate at the last 
ongress. 

Mr. HALE, The Senator from Ohio says it was passed at the 
last Congress. The truth is, we passed a great many bills where 
requests are made for unanimous consent without Senators con- 
sidering the subjects-matter, and they never get the illumination 
that only comes by debate. I do not think this is one of a class of 
bills that ought to go through without discussion. 

Mr. ALLEN, Did the bill pass the Senate in the last Congress? 

Mr. HALE. I understand the Senator from Ohio to say it did. 
But was there a discussion of it? I did not know it. 

Mr. ALLEN. This is the first I ever heard of the bill. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator from Ohio says it was passed. Was 
it discussed? 

Mr. CULLOM. The Senator from Nebraska says it is the first 
time he ever heard of it. 

Mr. ALLEN. I understand the Senator from Maine to object 
to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. HALE. Yes; I think it had better go over. 

Mr. ALLEN. I think it ought to go over by all means. It is 
certainly destructive of the interests of the producer of grain to 
put all his rights in the hands of the Agricultural Department. 

Mr. BATE. Has the bill been printed and laid on our tables, I 
should like to inquire? 

The VICE-P. IDENT. The bill is on the Calendar. 

Mr, SHERMAN. It was printed long ago. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is Order of Business 950 on the 


endar. 

Mr. BATE. It is certainly a ror important bill, and needs 
attention. I think it ought to be laid on our tables. 

Mr. GEAR. Mr. President 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that objection 
is 1 to the present consideration of the bill. 

Mr. GEAR. I just state that the passage of the bill is desired 
by many boards of trade and by the agricultural societies of this 
country. It is indorsed, I believe, in a certain degree by the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, and is asked by our farmer friends. 

I will only state in one moment that the classification referred 

to simply relates to a case where there is no other classification 

upon. If you orl order a carload or shipload of grain sent 

at the classification of the Chicago Board of Trade, this measure 

does not interfere, but where no a ent has been made the 
parties shall have a right to demand a national classification. 

Mr. ALLEN. I donot know anything about who has petitioned 

for the passage of this bill. Ican not say anything respecting that 
matter. But we all know that the producers of grain in this coun- 
try sell without anyspecial contract. They have practically noth- 
ing to do whatever with classifying their grain. Here the power 
to classify their grain is taken en y out of their hands by the 
bill, and the classification made by the Secretary of Agriculture, 
which will be usually the classification made by boards of trade, 
becomes a legal classification, binding upon the producer of grain 
in the courts of the * which he can not 5 notwith- 
standing the grain may e higher than it has been classified by 
the Secretary of Agriculture or by his agent. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to say a word. I have been 
requested to favor the measure by the farming tions in my 
State and I have also received communications from other States. 
I introduced the bill at their request at this session, and in the 
last s I knowit was passed by the Senate. I do not know 
whether there was any debate upon it or not. But I have read 
the bill very carefully and I do not find that it imposes any 
restriction whatever except such as will tend to protect not only 
the purchasers, but the consumers and producers, and by which a 
classification of the different kinds of grain may be fixed by some 
standard. It does not make so much difference what the stand- 
ard is, so that we can have a standard, and wheat can be bought 
or sold according to a certain standard. This p law does 
not take away the right from anyone to make a contract for any 
standard he chooses, but it . reserves that right. 

So far as the bill is concerned, I have done my duty. It was 
referred to the proper committee, the Committee on Agriculture 
and Forestry, and reported with some slight amendments. The 
pill snd goa tr by the Senate, as I said, in the last Congress, I do 

whether there was any debate upon it or not, but at any 
rate I think it is a bill that if tors will read they will favor 
especially those who represent . inches States, like my frien 
from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN]. ith these remarks, I am perfectly 
willing to leave the matter to the Senate. 

Mr. CULLOM. When I rose before in reference to this bill, 
from the reading of the title I supposed it was a bill affecting the 


question of tr tation. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Oh, no; not at all, 
Mr. CULLOM. Therefore I made the remark that it ought to 


be referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce, havin, 
charge generally of that subject. But I find that it does not affec 
the question of transportation, and so far as I am concerned, while 
I should like to have an 1 to read the bill over before it 
is put upon its passage, I do not desire to move to refer it to any 
other committee, unless the Senate seems to think it ought to be 
done. I think, though, the bill onat to go over until morning, so 
that we may see what there is in it, 

Mr. ALLEN. Has the bill been reported from a committee? 

Mr. CULLOM. It was reported from the Committee on Agri- 
culture and Forestry, I understand. 

Mr. ALLEN. I want to make a suggestion in answer to the 
Senator from Ohio. The Senator seems to think that it is some- 
thing in favor of the bill that it has preserved the right of con- 
tracts. I submit to the Senator from Ohio that Congress has not 
the power to trench upon the right of contracts; that they must 
be Fang hg regardless of your law. But the trouble with this 
bill is that an arbitrary grade established by the Secretary of 
Agriculture e case of litigation, upon the seller 
o wheat or cereals of any kind who may come under its provi- 
sions. 

Mr. SHERMAN, It applies only in cases where there is no con- 
tract as to grain. 

Mr. ALLEN. Exactly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The right of private contract is preserved. 

Mr. ALLEN. But we must legislate in the light of the fact 
that 99 per cent of the producers of grain make no contracts for 


their product. 
Mr. HALE. And never make any. 


Mr. ALLEN, And never make any contracts. Now, in conse- 
quence of a failure to make a special contract, are they to suffer 
an arbitrary grading of their grain, which may, as a matter of 
fact, be far below its actual standard, but which is to be binding 
upon them in the courts of this country? The farmers of my 
State, for instance, do not follow their grain 600 miles to Chicago 
and have a contract for a specific grade. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Iam inclined to think from listening to the 
language of the bill that it is an entirely proper one to pass a State 
legislature. I was endeavoring to work in a suggestion in behalf 
of the Constitution of the United States, ‘A bill classifying grain 
for the purposes of commerce may or may not be within the powers 
of Congress, I am not certain that it is not, because I myself 
attach great Weight to the general-welfare clause of the Constitu- 
tion. Possibly this bill may be based upon the right of Congress 
to regulate weights and measures, or it may be a legitimate exer- 
cise of the power to regulate commerce between the States. 

What I should like to know is, upon which specific clause in the 
Constitution the bill is based, or whether, if not based upon any 
specific clause, it is based upon the general-welfare clause? Let us 
have an understanding on this subject. If bills of this kind, that 
could be passed under the exercise of the police power of the States, 
are to be brought into the National Legislature and passed under 
the paternal powers given to Congress under the general-welfare 
clause, let that be understood. I should like to ask the Senator 
from Ohio, who I see is rising, to tell me under what clause in the 
Constitution this bill emanates from the Committee on Agriculture 
and raeng 

Mr. SHERMAN, I do not myself care to go into the con- 
stitutional question, although it is very easily answered. There 
is a full and able report accompanying the bill. I have read it 

artially, and I have it with me here. This report, made by the 
mmittee on Agriculture and Forestry, covers these different 
pane. I presume it was bs, ys by the Senator from Iowa [Mr. 

EAR]. At all events, there is ample information upon the record 
to show paruy the tenor of the bill, the nature of it, and the 
ground upon which it can be defended. 

Mr. CH. LER. Does the report state under what clause in 
the Constitution of the United States the Congress has power to 
pass the bill? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It may be done under the power to regulate 
commerce. Now, this is not a small matter. 

Mr. CHANDLER. So I understand. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is a matter amounting to hundreds of 
millions of bushels of grain. We produce seyenteen hundred or 
two thousand million bushels of corn; we produce, say, three or 
four hundred million bushels of wheat. ere is now no fixed 
way of 15 the wheat, and we all know there is a great differ - 
ence in the value of Wheat. Sometimes it is worth considerably 
more than at other times. Somebody should fix a de on the 
wheat so as to describe it—soas to say grade No. 1 shall have such 
and such qualities, etc. It is sold in that way now by private con- 
tract, but those contracts differ. It may be one thing in Chicago, 
and it may be another in New Vork. e result is a complication 
of difficulties. 

This bill emanates from the farmers. The farming organiza- 
tions sent the bill tome for its introduction. That was at this ses- 
EEA was introduced in the previous Congress by some other 

nator. 

Mr. ALLEN. Ishould like to submit to the Senator from Ohio 
a perplexing question, for the Senator isa great constitutional 
lawyer and is familiar with all its details and its history. Many 
of the States of the Union have laws by which their grains are 


aded. 
Ir. CULLOM. That is true of Illinois. 
Mr. ALLEN. By those State laws the grains are inspected and 


graded. 

Mr. HALE. In almost all the States. 

Mr. ALLEN. What will you do, for instance, under a law 
such as the bill before the Senate, with grain where it has been 
inspected and properly graded according to the law of the State 
before it was shipped from that State? 

Mr. SHERM I understand that the bill provides for that 
very thing. It only provides for the grading of wheat that is not 
. for by contract or by law. 

Mr. E. If the Senator will excuse me, that is not the pro- 
vision of the bill. The bill provides that the Secretary of Agri- 
culture shall consider what regulations already exist by boards of 
trade or by law, and in terms declares that he shall not be gov- 
erned by those, but shall establish an absolute standard unless in 
case of private contract. So it sweeps away every regulation, 
either by States or by boards of trade, and substitutes the authority 
of the retary of Agriculture, unless the parties have made a 
private contract, which, as the Senator from Nebraska says, is 
seldom the case. 

Mr. ALLEN. But the Secretary of Agriculture may be ded 
altogether, if he sees fit, by the wishes of the boards of trade. 
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Mr. HALE. The bill provides that he may consult, but he shall 


not be governed thereby. 
Mr. ŠLLEN That Ag he may, however. - 


Mr. HALE. He may consult. 
Mr. ALLEN. Hemay. Then, suppose he is controlled by the 


action of boards of e. There is no remedy, is there, to the 
producer of in? 
Mr. HALE. Not the least. 


Mr. ALLEN. So the producer of grain is then really at the 
mercy of the board of trade. : 

Mr. HALE. He is at the mercy of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President—— 

Mr. BATE. As the debate has been going on for some time, I 
rise to a point of order. I understand that an objection was made 
to the consideration of the bill. Its consideration requires unani- 
mous consent, and I make that objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The debate has been proceeding only 
by unanimous consent. Objection being interposed, the Chair 
recognizes the Senator from Minnesota. , 

Mr. DAVIS. I wished to submit a word on the bill. If objec- 
tion is made, I will refrain, 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the postal laws relating to second- 
mail matter was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
DISTRICT TELEPHONE LINE. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 205) authorizing the molding Bae 
a telephone line in the District of Columbia was read the t 
time by its title. 

Mr. McMILLAN, I ask unanimous consent that the joint reso- 
lution may be ae apon its passage. 7 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read at 
length for information. 

i The joint resolution was read the second time at length, as fol- 
ows: 


Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, to build a telephone line from 
the House folding room to the new annex folding room in the McDowell 


Mr. McMILLAN. The joint resolution has just passed the 
other House, and it is a matter of importance. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution? 

There being no objection, the joint resolution was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third r: g. read the third time, and passed. 

WESTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning business is closed, and 
the Calendar under Rule VIII is in order. The first case on the 
Calendar will be stated. 

The bill (S. 811) to provide a district attorney and a marshal for 
the western judicial district of the State of South Carolina was 
announced as first in order, and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to its consideration. 

Mr. C OM. I inquire if that bill comes from the Judiciary 
Committee? > 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It has been reported from the Judi- 
ciary Committee, the Chair understands. 

Mr. PLATT. I should like to inquire of the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee about this bill, for, although a member of 
the committee, I do not remember about it. Does it involve the 
salaries of two sets of officers in South Carolina when there is now 
only one set? If so, as to the district attorney and marshal for the 
district of South Carolina, their salaries being fixed with reference 
to the performance of all the duties in the State, will their sal- 
aries go on at the same figure at which they now are, and then 
will there be other salaries for these new ofti¢ers? I do not think 
I understand the matter. 

Mr. HOAR. This bill was considered by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee and reported at the last session, It the support of the 
Senators from South Carolina and also support from the legal 
profession in the State. Of course the Senate is familiar with the 
condition of South Carolina. There have been two judicial dis- 
tricts there for a good while, but the marshal and the district 
attorney for one of the districts have performed the duties for the 
other. This bill provides for a separate marshal and a separate 
district attorney. 

If this bill should pass, then, of course, it will be necessary to 
have in the proper appropriation bill a new regulation as to the 
matter of thesalary, which was regulated in the lastappropriation 
bill with reference to one district alone; but it is not customary 
to make a new regulation of salaries until the law providing the 

has been first dealt with. 

If this bill shall pass both Houses of the present Congress and 


to insert in 
the proper appropriation bill such diminution of the salaries of 
the officials who now perform the duties of both districts as is 
proper; but it never has been the custom, in creating new districts 
or proving new duties of this kind, to put such a provision into 
the special bill passed for the purpose, 

Mr. CULLOM. the Senator will allow me, I think that in 
the adjustment of salaries for the marshals of that State, with all 
the others, there was a reference in the statute to the peculiar 
condition of affairs in that State; but whether additional legisla- 
tion would not be uired in order to specify the duties of the 
marshal and the district attorney, I am not sure. The Senator 
from South Carolina perhaps has before him the statute which 
EE passed at the last session; and if so, I should like to hear what 

18. 

Mr. TILLMAN, I have not the statute before me, but I know 
the substance of it, It provided that the duties of marshal and 
district attorney of the eastern district should be performed and 
their salaries fixed under it, but it provided for a division of the 
salaries—I have forgotten the exact amount—I think it was $2,500 
for the western district and $1,500 for the eastern district. They 
are already differentiated or separated by the last statute fixing 
mp salaries of the district attorneys and marshals of the various 

istricts. 

Mr. CULLOM, I hope the Senator will allow the bill to go 
over for a minute, in order that we may see what the exact lan- 
guage of the statute is. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will allow me, this bill was reported 
from the Judiciary Committee on full consultation, as Ihave stated. 
That committee also reported as to the matter of salaries in a 
penera salary bill for the district attorneys in the country, 

at was referred to the n Committee and put on 
an appropriation bill and was settled after going into conference, 
I met that conference committee—indeed, I think I was one of the 
conferees—but the final action of the two Houses on the confer- 
ence report took place after I left for Europe. So Iam not pre- 
pared to answer precisely how that matter was arranged, but I am 
quite sure that is was arrang 

Mr. . If the Senator will allow me, it recognizes a 
difference in the districts, and fixes the salary for each district 


epee 5 

` CULLOM. J will su , if the Senator will allow it, 
that the bill be passed over for the time being, so that we can 
examine it and see if the statute does not already provide for just 
such a situation as will exist if this bill shall become a law. 

Mr. HOAR. No; the statute does not provide for new courts. 

Mr. TILLMAN. I should like the Senator to let the bill go 
through to-day, and then if any Sepi i is found necessary it can 
be attended toin the other House. The time is very short, and 
unless we get the bill across we are not very likely to get it 
through at this session. 

Mr. CULLOM. Ihave no objection to the consideration of the 
bill as soon as we can find the provision of the law which we are 
looking for at this moment, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, the bill will 


lie over tem ny 

Mr. CULLOM. I believe I have the provision of the law here, 

Mr. HOAR. I can give it tothe Senator. It is just as I stated, 
The provision is: 

For the eastern and western districts of the district of South 88 

$2,500 of which shall be for the performance of the duties of distric 
attorney for the western district, 

Mr. CULLOM. That is all there is of it? 

Mr. PLATT. The salary is also divided. 

Mr. TILLMAN. The salaries are separated. 

Mr. CULLOM. That is the poms I wanted settled before the 
bill e so as to be able to determine whether any additional 
tomp aton was necbssary. I have no objection to the passage of 

e 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PUBLIC LANDS IN GREER COUNTY, OKLA. 

Mr. BERRY. I ask unanimous consent, out of order, for the 
consideration at this time of the bill Se R. 7945) to provide for 
the entry of lands in Greer County, Okla., to give preference rights 
to settlers, and for other purposes. I will state it is important 
that legislation shall be had immediately, I therefore make this 

uest. 
y unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PRIVATE ARMED BRIG GENERAL ARMSTRONG, 


„FF T. The next case on the Calendar will 
stated, 
The bill (S. 687) to apply the unexpended balance of the amount 


be signed by the President, then it will be n 


heretofore e for the relief of the captain, owners, offi- 


cers, and crew of the late United States Tarao armed brig Gen- 
eral Armstrong, their heirs, executors, administrators, agents, or 
assigns, was announced as next in order; and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeđed to its consideration. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Has that bill been called up for consideration? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It has been reached in regular order 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. HAWLEY. From what committee is it reported? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, The Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I have no doubt the bill is all right, and I 
abt a the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] is familiar 
with it. I know there was something due to a number of people 
in connection with this matter, and I suppose the bill is properly 
8 as to any future claims for any unexpended portion of 

is appronriation. 

Mr. HOAR. As the Senator appeals to me, I can not say that I 
have now in my memory all the details of the case. The Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. PuGH] who reported the bill undoubtedly 
will remember them. 

Mr. CULLOM. I suggest that the report be read. 

Mr. HOAR. Iwill, however, make the general statement about 
the bill that, on very full debate, both Houses of Con passed 
a bill for the relief of this claimant, in which the etary of 
State was authorized to pay him out of a certain fund in the State 
Department. That was misdescribed in some way in the law. 
The consequence was that the Secretary of State said he did not 
think he was authorized tomake 8 unless Congress amended 
the law and made the description of the fund more accurate, which 
he thought they ought todo. This bill is practically covered by 
the old law, and the bill is made necessary by an error of descrip- 
tion in that law. 

Mr. HAWLEY. As I remember the case, I think a considerable 
pornon of that appropriation has been paid out, and there has 

n some little controversy as to the persons to whom it should 
be paid; but I have forgotten exactly what the details are. I have 


great admiration for the t action in which the General Arm- 
strong E as I ieve everybody has who knows any- 
thing about that extraordinary affair. The Senator from Alabama 


will probably be able to give us the facts rding the case. 

Mr. CULLOM. I think the report should be read; it is nota 
long one, will not take much time, and will enable us to under- 
stand the history of the case. 

Mr. PUGH. The report contains a letter from Solicitor-General 
Conrad which gives the history of this claim, with which he is 

rfectly familiar, and it is set forth in full in the report of the 
a Committee. I hope there will be no objection to the 
consideration of this claim. It is an old one, and oe. spe has 
made two attempts to take this unexpended balance of the appro- 
priation and pay it over to the claimants, and it has saod two 
acts, which have failed of execution for reasons stated in the letter 
of the Solicitor-General and in the report of the Judiciary Com- 


mittee. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I think that all the claims have been satisfied, 
as the matter now stands, and the only question is as to the unex- 
pended balance. 

Mr. CULLOM. If they are all satisfied, why dispose of this 
balance by giving it to somebody? We had better have a little 
money in the dreeur 

Mr. PUGH. I think we had better have the report read. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I mean the claims aside from those of Mr, 
Reid have been satisfied. That is what I meant. Is that not so? 

Mr. CULLOM. I should like to have the report read, Mr. 
President, in order that we may know the history of the case. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. e Senator from Illinois calls for 
Hon reading of the re 5 iatt will 8 a 

e Secretary the following report, submi y Mr. PUGH 
March 23, 1896: 2 

The Committee on the Judiciary have had under consideration the pi! 

(S. 687) to apply the unexpended balance of the amount heretofore 2 


ated for the relief of the ca; , owners, officers, and crew of the late U 
States private armed brig e en their heirs, executors, admin- 
‘ators, agents, or assigns, and make the fo Towing report thereon: 
Loe j Does gress an act Peck weber ys 4 and directing the Sec- 
retary of State to examine and adjust the claims of the *. —.— owners, offi- 
cers, and crew of the late Uni States private brig General Armstrong, 


force in the neu 
in September. ie ae the evidence established before the 
le 


w of and to sett © same upon the principles of justice an 
Un Maroh 21, Congress passed another act entitled “An act 


8 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1895, and for prior years, 
and for other purposes.“ in which it is provided “that the unexpended bal- 
ance made by the act of May 1, 1882, for the relief of the captain, owners, 
oalon; and crew of the United States brig of war General Armstrong, their 


istrators, agents, or now under the control of the 2 
ment of State, shall be applied for the liquidation and settlement of the d 
of Samuel C. according to the vouchers now on file in said Department.” 
On the 3d of April, 1895, the Secretary of State submitted to the Solicitor- 
General the forogol acts of 1882 and 1595, together with eighteen inclosures, 
asking the Solici eral to ad 


vise him as to what amount, if any, he was 
authorized to pay to Mr. Samuel C. Reid from the unexpended balance of the 
said 1882 and 1895. 


pril 9, 1885, the Solicitor-General answered the communication 
That aer b fur ot ths act of 1882 the Secre Si 

p under the autho: of the e tary of State, Mr. Fre- 
linghuysen, ascertained that the amount originally appropriated for the — 
ment of these claims was $70,739. Meigs 2 

That by instrument of writing dated the 12th of September, 1835, the own- 
ers of the vessel, comprising fifteen perenna and firms, assigned, transfer 
and set over unto the said Samuel C. Reid, his heirs and assigns forever, all our 
right, title, and interest in the late private armed brig General Armstrong, 
subject to the payment of each of us of the one-half of any moneys that he 
may recover for or on account of said vessel. 

That $43,000 was the amount awarded by the Court of Claims as indemnity 
for the ecu lg of Sirs A b 10 

“Tha © sai Samu . Rei an instrument executed by him 
dated October 31, 1891, assigned to — O. Reid, jr., all my right title, 
and interest to and in the undivided half of sixteen shares of stock in the late 


brig 
uel C. Reid, jr., by deed dated October 31, 1851, and also all moneys in virtue 
thereof which Shall or may be recovered trom the Government oft the United 
States, or the pern of which may be provided for bythe Congress of the 
virtue of the claim of the =e General Armstrong now pend- 
ing before the Court of Claims of the United States“ 


officers, and crew was $27,7 
nity for the losses of the owners of the vessel of $43,000, made 
appropriation $70,739. 


and payment has also been made to Samuel C. Reid, i. himself, ag ting 
nate Executive Docu- 


Se Aet of $54,342.48, leaving the bal- 


to the unexpended bal- 

ance; that this act expressly provided that it ‘shall be applied for the liqui- 
ante of Samuel C. Reid, according to the vouch- 

ers now on file in said Department.“ 

The Solicitor-General further held that the claim of the officers and crew 
of the brig, as well as those of the owners, have been by the Court 
of and by that if the Secretary of State now, without 
further authority than that conferred upon him by the act of March 2, 1895, 
sunny ine unexpended balance tothe raens of the claim of Samuel C. Reid, 
įr., the Government would still re liable to the officers and crew and the 
owners of the brig whose recognized claims have not yet been paid out of the 
amount appropriated, and the Solicitor-General e: the opinion that 
any balance le: remaining of the amount appropriated should be reserved 
for further disposition b: Saag roe 

The committee 8 the ry of the case, which shows the necessity 
for the passage of the bill which they have had under consideration. 

The miy cloud upon the claim of Samuel C. Reid, jr., to the unexpended 
balance of the appropriation is that suggested in the opinion of the Solicitur- 
General as appearing out of the claims of the officers and crew of the brig, as 
well as the owners, which have been recognized by the Court of Claims and 


8 

e sole question, therefore, is, Shall Co: withhold the une: ded 
balance of 306.52 to await the claims of al the officers and crew of the 
brig, as well as those of the owners, which have been 


standing? 

The ball under consideration was submitted v the Judiciary Committee to 
Solicitor-General Conrad, who had fully considered the whole subject, and 
E E tr the OOA cf tie SUAE TAS TOA DAA POLAT I 
response e request of the co: in a letter e 5 
the Solicitor-General stated that— 29, 

The matter of the disposition of this fund by the Secre of State was 

inion given by me to the Secretary of State April 9, 


made the subject of an 
1895, from which it will seen that I was of opinion that the Secre of 
State, without further authority than that conferred upon him by of 
M. 2. 1895, could not, for reasons stated, safely or pe rly pay over the 
unexpended balance in his hands to Mr. Samuel Ù. Reid, jr. 

It is true that under the assignment of the 12th of September, 1835, from 
the owners of the vessel to Capt Samuel C. Reid, he was required to bear ail 
the expenses and charges and perform all necessary services for the collec- 
tion of the demand hereafter mentioned. It is also true that the claims of 
all the officers and crew of the brig, as well as those of the owners, have been 
recognized by the Court of Claims and by Congress; but it is equally true 
that sixty years have passed since the rane reas was made, and no claimant 
in that time a to have come forw: to make demands for his distrib- 
utive share of this fund, and the papers on file do show that for nearly fort; 
years Mr. Samuel C. Reid, jr., has single handed and alone prosecuted this 
claim. The amounts expended by him in the prosecution of it appear to have 
been legitimate re are ures for labor and services, and not for any improper 

ncy or means of ‘lobh; or the like. 
*I have 5 it but and equitable, in view of the t expense to 
which Mr. Reid has the 3 of this matter and of 


t lapse of time would ever be called for, that the 


as now out- 


equitable, in view 
the officers or owners 


Mr. HAWLEY. The Senate will have seen by this time that I 
Was not unreasonable in making an inquiry as to what was done 
with the unexpended balance. It appears that the proper officer 
of the Attorney-General's Office was at one time opposed to dis- 
posing of the remainder, but he now thinks it quite equitable and 

ust that Congress should make Mr. Reid a sort of residuary 
egatee ofallthatremains. Probably nobody will ever come, after 


1897. 


this lapse of time, to claim a share of it. I find that the bill has 
had thorough consideration, and I make no further objection to it. 

Mr. CULLOM. Thave listened to the reading of the report, and 
I think it discloses the fact that the Government may hereafter be 
called upon to pay other claimants. But as they have not sought 
to acquire any portion of this sum for sixty years, I am not in- 
clined to make any further ey apron to the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The Committee on the Judiciary reported an amendment, to 
strike out the preamble; which was agreed to. š 

JOHN N. QUACKENBUSH, 


Mr. HOAR. Ido not like to interfere with the re order 
of the Calendar, but I ask the Senate to take up the bill (S. 3313) 
for the relief of John N. Quackenbush, late a commander in the 
United States Navy. At the last session the bill passed both 
Houses, but it did not get to the President in time to receive his 
attention. It was called up the other day and was before the 
Senate, but went over temporarily on account of a suggestion of 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER], who now 
withdraws his opposition to the bill. I suppose it will not be 
necessary to read the bill except by title, as it was read at length 
the other day. ; 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It authorizes the President 
to nominate and, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, to appoint John N. Quackenbush, late a commander in the 
Navy of the United States, to the same grade andrank of com- 
mander in the United States Navy as of the date of August 1, 1883. 
and to place him on the retired list of the Navy, as of the date o 
June 1, 1895. But he shall receive no pay or emoluments except 
from the date of such reappointment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. HALE. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be 
to meet on Monday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 
OSCAR A. BULETTE. 


Mr. HAWLEY. Iask unanimous consent to call up the bill 
(H. R. 7) to remove the charge of desertion now standing 
against Oscar A. Bulette, known in his said ane as Austin 
Bulette, late private Company E, Fifty-second ois Infantry 
Volunteers, during the late war. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM B. ELLIS. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the t 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 2259) for the relief of William B. 
Ellis. The bill has been reported favorably by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and proposes to correct the record of the soldier. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs with an amendment, in 
line 4, after the words directed to,” to strike out all of the bill 
down to and including the word “date,” in line 9, and insert in 
lieu thereof the following: 

Revoke Special Field Orders, No. 194, from the Headquarters 8 
of the Cumberland, dated July 16, 1883, accepting the resignation of William 
B. Ellis, late captain of Company I, Seventy-nin Regiment Indiana Volun- 
teer Infantry, and disc ng him from the service “for worthlessness as 
an officer,” and then to accept said resignation and to issu 
able discharge as of date July 16, 1863, and to correct his record accordingly. 


So as to make the bill read: 


Be it enacted, eto, That the 55 War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed eld Orders, No. 194, from the Head- 


| Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and discharging him from the service 
“for worthlessness as an officer,” an 
issue to him an honorable discharge as of date July 16, 1 
record accordingly: Provided, That no pay, bounty, pension, or other allow- 
ances shall become due or payable by reason of the passage of this act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM E. BOND. 

Mr. PASCO. I ask unanimous consent that the first bill in 
order on the Calendar may now be considered. It is the bill (S. 
2393) for the relief of William E. Bond. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It authorizes the Secre- 
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tary of the Treasury ig if to William E. Bond, of Edenton, | 


Chowan County, N. © 7.43. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, ' 
DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON, 


Mr. CARTER. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 8219) donating condemned cannon and 
cannon balls to the Wadsworth Post, Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic, of Helena, Mont. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CARTER. I move to amend the bill by striking out the 
words the Navy” in line 8 and inserting the word War.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BLACKBURN in the chair). 
The amendment will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In line3 it is proposed to strike out the words 
“the Navy ” and insert the word ‘‘ War;” so as to read: 

That the Secretary of War be, and he is, directed to deliver to Wadsworth 
Post, Grand Army of the Republic, Helena, Mont., two condemned cannon.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. . 

JOSHUA BISHOP. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let us now proceed with the Calendar. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. e next case on the Calendar 
will be stated. : 


The bill (S. 2338) for the relief of Joshua Bishop was announ 
as next in order, and the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
roceeded to its consideration. It conferson the Court of Claims 
urisdiction to try and determine the claim of Joshua Bisho 
against the United States for pay alleged to be due and unpai 
to him as lieutenant-commander of the Navy from February 9, 
1868, to February 28, 1871. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 
FISH HATCHERY IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON. 

The bill (S. 470) granting to the State of Washington certain 
lands therein situated for the pu of a fish hatchery was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the ole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 

Mr. LINDSAY. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 7777) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Navy to furnish condemned cannon to Fort Thomas, Ky. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 


Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 


Mr. HILL. Whatis that fort? Is it a United States fort? 
Mr. LINDSAY. It is a United States fort, a garrison, and 
regimental station. 

. HILL. The only point about it is that I was about to sug- 
gest to the Senator from Kentucky whether the case is not cov- 
ered by the general bill which we have already passed, authorizing 
the Secretary of the Navy and the Secre of War to give or 
loan to municipalities and various organizations condemned can- 
non. The reason why I ask him if it is not covered by that meas- 
ure is because he of it as Fort Thomas. 

Mr. LINDSAY. I do not think it is covered by that measure. 
It is a United States fort, regimental station, and barracks. 

Mr. HILL. I should suppose, then, that the Secre of the 
Navy could do it at his discretion without any bill. I have no 
onesna to the bill, however, unless it is covered by the general 


W. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to beengrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
PROPOSED INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next case on the Calendar 
will be stated. 

The bill (H. R. 9138) authorizing the appointment of a nonpar- 
tisan commission to collate information and to consider and 
recommend legislation to meet the problems presented by labor, 
agriculture, and capital, was announced as next in order. 

Mr. PLATT. Let the bill go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Connecticut 
asks that the bill shall be passed over. 

Mr. PERKINS. This bill has been upon our Calendar since 
last June. We have been waiting anxiously to reach it, and it 
seems to me it should be disposed of at this time. It is a meas- 
ure of great importance, I think, and it is entitled to the consid- 
eration of the Senate. It should either be passed or defeated. I 
noe the Senator from Connecticut will therefore permit the 
n to bo considered at this time, as we have reached it in its reg- 

ar order. 
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bill being up, he can move to make it a special order for a special 


da 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hardly agrees with 
the Senator from Rhode Island. If the bill had been called up or 
its consideration called for by any Senator, subject to objection 
to the request for unanimous consent, it would not have been 
before the Senate had ee been made. But the bill was 
5 the Senate, having reached in its regular order on the 

endar. 

Mr. ALDRIOH. I should be glad if the Chair would call the 
attention of the Senate to any rule on the subject. 

Mr. PLATT. I ask that Rule VIII be read. 

Mr. ALDRICH, Let Rule VIII be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Senate is now poama 

tary 


Mr. PLATT, e bill can no er paras pp uset ge 
minute rule. Py pee . bill, and there are 2 
objections to it. 
. PERKINS. Iben I move that it be made the special order 
torhe PRESIDING OFFICER, Th California 
e s 0 * 
moves that the bill shall be made the moat odes ks 2 o'clock 
‘on Monday next. < . 
Mr. PETTIGREW. Ihave no objection to n 
5 e 


Mr. PERKINS, I will be satisfied if that course can be pursued. 

Fox's PLATT, The Senator from California does not propose 
t. 

Mr ALDRICH. It can not be done except by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. PEFFER, Is to the ey rom California that 
if he would move to the bill to w: e the regular 

order, to be taken up immediately after the conclusion of the 
ure is now the regular order, perhaps he might attain 
obj 
Mr. ALDRICH, I suggest that it is not in order 
ae PERKINS. It is in order to make a motion for a special 
order. 

Mr, ALDRICH, on a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, the judgment of the Chair, 
the motion of the Senator from C is clearly in order, 

Mr. ALDRICH, Undoubtedly, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on fe, bee 
the motion of the Senator from ornia, that the the title 
of which has eae Stated ie Wie Segninky ahal ts made à 
order for 2 o’clock on Monday next. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I do not desire that the bill shall be made 
a ial order so as to interfere with the unfinished business. 

e PRESIDING OFFICER. The = 1 to the Sen- 
ator from South Dakota that the unfinish ess takes prece- 
dence under the rule, 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Very well. 

Mr. PERKINS. To remove any possible objection, I will sug- 
gest Wednesday next at 2 o'clock, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from California 
moves that the bill shall be made a special order for 2 o’clock on 
Wednesday next. . 

Mr, CALL. Isu to the Senator from California that the 
resolution reported the Committee on Foreign Relations in 
relation to the maps ac e of Cuba ought to ive the con- 
sideration of this y, and no order ought to be e 3 
for the consideration of any measure upon a cular day w 
would exclude the consideration of that ution, i 

Mr. PERKINS. I am in 5 in the abstract with 
the cause which my friend the tor from Florida is advocat- 
ing. This measure, however, is for our own people. It is in the 
interest of the people of this country, and I think we ought to do 
a little talking and perhaps some legislating for our own e 
as well as for the oppressed of Cuba and Armenia. Therefore, I 
shall insist 5775 my motion. h 

Mr. ALDRICH. I suggest that the bill can not be made a 

' cial order until it is brought before the Senate. The first 
to be done is to get the bill before the Senate. A motion to make 


under the rule to which the Senators refer. The Secre 
read the rule, 
The Secretary read as follows: 
Rois VIII. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


tie concingion of morning business for each day, unless motion 
g ena: a guy ine otherwise er. te will proceed to 
ə consideration of . and Resolu and continue such 
until 2 2 bills and resolutions that are not objected 

be taken up in their order, and each Senator shall be entitled ta 

onos and for five minutes only upon any q jon; and the objection 

be at any stage of the roveedings, but m motion the Sen: 

w y con’ n eration; knd is order sl commence imme 
after — hed business aer agence yee = l take 

nce and other special orders. t 0 

te shall niia p the deration of any matter notwithstanding 


an ob; on, the dati visions 8 
ole no before. o'clock Aot fo the nest ae any 
matter shall be determined without debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will ask the Secretary 
to read the first section of Rule X. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

RULE X. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, 
subject ma; a yote of two-thirds of the Sena 

peel sie — Wa Tot 0 50 pave for its F 
ding Officer lay it before the Senate unless there be unfinished 
5 days and if it is not y disposed of on that day; 
at which it was made . Speci 8 5 

unfinished business. 

Mr. ALDRICH, I think the two rules which have just been 
read show clearly thatmy contention 1 to this matter must 
be right. We are acting under Rule VIII. Under the provisions 
of that rule, bills are in order subject to objection. If objected to, 
a bill over, re its place on the Calendar, unless a motion 
is ə to take up the bill notwithstanding the objection. The 
moment the objection was made this bill passed from the consid: 
eration of the te, unless the Senator 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from Rhode Island allow me a 
moment? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL. Does the Senator say that we have to take up the 
bill first before we can make a special order of it? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Undoubtedly, in the morning hour, when we 
are proceeding under Rule VIII. If the motion was made after 
o’clock or at some other time, a different rule might apply, bu 
during o morning hour, up to 2 o’clock, when proceeding under 
Rule nothing is in order except unobjected cases or cases 
which have been taken up by a vote of the Senate notwithstand- 


ess of the p: 
t shall take its place on 


a special order is not in order except when the bill is before the | ing the objection. 
ur. COCKRELL, The bill is before the Senate, iir o bs Ue FFCCCCCCC0C muni eee 
i * 0 ore reac i of in any r way, except that its presen 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair ts to the Sena- Posey pont ca shall not be l with; it is than before thé 
tor from Rhode Island that the bill was ly reached in its | Senate, and any other motion can be made that is inent to its 
place ven the Calendar, tion. Can not a motion then be made to refer it? 
Mr. ALDRICH. Subject to objection, . ALDRICH. Not at all, unless it was taken up. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The objection applied only to the 
present consideration of the bill. 

Mr. ALDRICH, Lobjeot to the present consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection has been made by the 
Senator from Connecticut PS PLATTI. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Then the bill has passed from the considera- 
tion of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hardly agrees with 
the Senator from Rhode Island, the bill having been brought up, 
not subject to objection, but reached in its regular order upon tie 
Calendar. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Undoubtedly— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Its present consideration was 
antagonized by the Senator from Connecticut. Then the Sena 
from California undertook to have it fixed as the special order for 
some future day, 

Mr. ALDRICH. But in order to do that he must first move to 
take up the bill. 

Mr. PLATT, Spi aim Percy me objection 

Mr. ALDRICH. Notwithstan g the objection; and then 


Mr. . Torecommit it? 
Mr. ALDRICH. Not unless the bill was before the Senate for 


tion. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas, Will the Senator from Rhode Island 
allow me a moment in that connection? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. It seems to me the contention of the 
Senator from New York is absolutely indisputable from the lan- 
guage of Rule VIII. It says: 

ib; on inte: at an 
5 8 continue such ccna rie Fron . 

Showing plainly that the language of the rule means that the 

bill has not gone from the consideration of the Senate by reason 


of the objection alone, 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, when the objection is made, 
Fags i in order, it seems to me, except a motion to take up thë 
bill notwithstanding the objection which was interposed to i 
consideration, A motion can not be made to postpone a bill whi 

not before the Senate. Otherwise any motion which is deba 
able might be made, and the time of the Sedne might be taken u 
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with the consideration of a bill when no vote at all had been taken 
upon the subject, notwithstanding the objection. 

The object of the eighth rule Was that unobjected cases on the 
Calendar which had received favorable report should be consid- 
ered in the morning hour, or when objection did take ine and 
the will of the Senate was the other way, that then the should 
be taken up notwithstanding the objection. A motion to make a 
special order is practically a motion to postpone the consideration 
to a fixed day, it occurs to me, and inly we can not postpone 
the consideration of a bill unless the bill itself is before the Senate. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. President, the Senator from Rhode Island 
is the chairman of the Committee on Rules and the author of 
many of them. Iam charitable enough to believe that all of these 
rules were made for the purpose of expediting the business of the 
Senate and at the same time giving us an opportunity to express 
our views upon the pending question. We reached measure 
on the Calendar inits regular order. The Senator from Connecti- 
cut said that the limited time of five minutes would not be sufficient 
for him to discuss the measure. Therefore, out of consideration 
for him, while the bill was before the Senate and in ee 
I moved to make it a special order for 2 o'clock next Wednesday. 
It seems to me that this course is in perfect accord with the rule 
read by the Senator from Arkansas. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair entertains no doubt 
about the proper decision of the question pending. 

Mr. ALDR CH. I should like to have the bill read on which 
the motion is made. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will first rule upon 
the point the Senator from Rhode Island has raised. 

r. ALDRICH. I understood the Chair to decide against it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The only question between the 
Senator from Rhode Island and the Chair is as to whether the bill 
was before the Senate. It was reached in its regular order upon 
the Calendar. The Chair does not understand that Rule VIII takes 
away from the Senate the power to dispose of a bill except by 
present consideration reached in the morning hour under the 
operation of that rule. Objection being mado to the present con- 
sideration of the bill, it went over, and that objection may, under 
the rule, be made at any time; but it did not take the bill, in the 
judgment of the Chair, from before the Senate. The Chair has 
no doubt that it was perfectly competent and in order for the 
Senator from California to move to make the bill, ly 
reached in its order and before the Senate, a special order for any 
given time. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have no disposition to appeal from the deci- 
sion of the Chair; but I would suggest, if that is a good ruling, that 
a motion to amend or any other motion which is pertinent to a bill 
may be made after a bill had been objected to and after, under 
objection, it had from the consideration of the Senate. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks not, because 
the submission of an amendment would involve the consideration 
of the bill, but a motion to fix a day for its hearing does not 
involve its consideration at this time. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have great regard for the opinion of my 
predecessor upon the Committee on Rules, and therefore I will nat 
appeal from sudie pra onar pole real but I aar at the bill 
which it is pro to ea ial order may 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read. 

The Secretary. A bill authorizing the appointment of a non- 
partisan commission to collate information and to consider and 
recommend legislation to meet the problems presented by labor, 


agriculture, and capital. 

Mr. PERKINS. I desire to srpa to the Senator from Rhode 
Island. I want him first to see that his plan is very transparent 
to anyone. The hour of 2 o'clock has about arrived, and the 
measure goes over. I want the Senate to vote upon the measure 
“aye” or no,“ and, while he is opposed to it, let him beat it 
fairly. The bill I will read to him in private in his committee 
room after we adjourn, if he fwishes to hear it; but I say it is 
unfair to take up the time of the Senate at this moment for the 
p of having it go over. 

r. ALDRI I have a very shadowy idea about what the 
bill is. I know that. in a eral way. it involves the expenditure 
of two or three hundred thousand dollars a yonr at least, perhaps 
a half million, in what, according to my notion, is the most chi- 
merical idea that was ever presented to the American Senate. I 
think it is rather desirable, in view of that fact, that the Senate 
should know something about the character of the bill which it is 
proposed to make a special order. I have never known a case 
where, at the request of a Senator or anybody else, a bill of impor- 
tance was made a special order without being read. So, it strikes 
me that the criticism of the Senator from California is a little 
wide of the mark. I shall ask that the bill may be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read the bill. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 

Whereas many of those en; in the various fields of labor and also mam 
egern ngeter aeh perin Apiapi praise aigen 
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those e in commerce, are grievances to and to the 
various State gorernmen . legislation in their be- 
— po S fer a hearing and to meet the requires 


the power to remove any 
member of said on for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance, 

or for any other reason duly set forth. 
Szo. 2. That each division of three shall have the right to employ one 
legal adviser, whose compensation shall be the same as hereinafter 5 
$200 per 


for a member of the commission, and one secretary, at a salary o 

month. The commission shall convene in the city of W. Sy Ye 
within sixty days after its appointment, and shalt organize by the selec- 
tion of one of its members as 1 Who shall designate from to time 
one of the secretaries pooni ed for in this section to act as secre of the 
commission. The president and officers shall be chosen by a majority vote 
of the commission, and may be removed from office at any © by a vote of 


two-thirds of the commission; the president shall serve for such term as the 
commission may determine; a Koc Ba the commission shall determine 
the composition of its standing commit and their duties, and shall appoint 
any subcommissions that may be required as provided for in section 5, and 
committees and subco: ms report to the commission. The com- 
mission shall have power to make such rules as it may deem necessary for 
carrying out the of this act. 
EC, 3. That it Wall be the duty of this commission to investigate questions 
8 to immigration, to labor, to agriculture, to man g. and to 
ess,and to recommend to Congress such legislation as it may deem best 
n these subjects. 

EC. 4. That it shall furnish such information and su, t such laws as may 
be made a basis for uniform legislation by the various States of the Union, in 
order to harmonize conflicting interests and to be equitable to the laborer, 
the e ‘er, the producer, and the consumer. 

_ SEC. 5. That the commission shall receive petitions and other paperson sub- 
jects pertaining to its duties and give reasonable time for hearings, if deemed 
necessary, and if necessary it may appoint a subcommission or commissions 
of its members to make investigation in any of the United States, and it 
shall be allowed actual necessary expenses for the same. It shall have the 
authority to send for persons an papers and to administer oaths or a 

tions. All necessary expenses, inclu ng reading clerk, shorthand reporters, 
—— rent for place of meeting, furniture and fixtures, and printing 
and stationery shall be allowed; however, not toexceed $50,000 per annum for 
expenditures under this section. 

EC. 6. That it may report from time to time to the President of the United 
States, and shall at the conclusion of its labors submit a final report. 


Sec. 7. That the term of the commission shall be two years. e salary of 
each member of this commission shall be $5,000 per annum and actual travel- 
ing expenses from the home of each co: mer to Washington and return 


once each goer. 

SEC. 8. tany vacancies 
disability, or from any other cause 
dent of the United States. 

Sec. 9. That a sum sufficient to 


in the commission by reason of death, 
be filled by appointment of the Presi- 


out the provisions of this act is hereby 
appropriata out of any moneys in the Treasury of the United States not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I caused the bill to be read because I believe 
that when its extraordinary provisions become apparent to the 
Senate it will never vote to make it a special order. I have been 
in the Senate some sixteen years,and it is certainly the most ex- 
traordinary proposition that has ever been presented to this body 
by any mending committee. I should like to call attention, very 
briefly, to some of its provisions. It provides for the appointment 
of a commission of fifteen, as I remember it. : 

Mr. PERKINS. Twelve. 

Mr. ALDRICH. A commission of twelve, at a salary of $5,000 
a year. To do what? To do the very things that Congress is 
elected to do; that is, to suggest legislation for the benefit of the 
people of the United States. These gentlemen are to be divided 
into subdivisions, and each one of the subdivisions is to empoy an 
attorney at a salary of $5,000 aoar (if I am correct, and I think 

sixteen men in all to be appointed as a commission 

„000 a year, to consider questions of legislation. 

ese salaries the expenses of the commission are to 

be ays They are authorized to employ clerks and employees of 
all kinds to aid them in their work. 

I do not desire to say anything or to do angeng that my friend 
from California will consider unkind, but I do say that there is 
not a member of the Senate, in my opinion, who will carefully 
consider the measure and agree to vote for the bill at all, to say 
pohoi ahont 8 a special order at any time. 

Mr. PERKINS. ere were but 2 votes against it in the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Iam sorry for the House of Representatives, 


then. 

Mr. PERKINS. Tho Senator’s colleagues in the House sup- 
ported it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I am very sorry for my colleagues, 

Mr. PLATT. If the Senator is in order 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senator from Rhode 
Island suspend? 

Mr. HILL. The committee presented the bill in the presence of 


the Senate. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Isupposeso, I am not sure but that the Sena- 


tor from New York is amember of that committee. Iwill not say 
ing to hurt his feelings. 

f è L. The Senator will notsay anything to hurt my feel- 

ings. 


an 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator will suspend. The 
hour of 2 o’clock having arrived, the Chair lays before the Senate 
the unfinished business coming over from its last session, which 
will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free home- 
steads on e N lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and 
bona fide settlers, and reserving the public lands for that purpose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending question is on the 
first committee amendment, which has been read. The Senator 
from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FRYE. Where does the Senator from California under- 
stand his bill to be now? 

Mr. PERKINS. It will come up as unfinished business in the 
morning hour at the next legislative session. 

Mr. PLATT. Oh, no. 

Mr. FRYE. When objection was made, Mr. President, the bill 
went to the Calendar under Rule IX; and unless the Senator from 
California asks that it may preserve its place under Rule VIII he 
1 7 a it under Rule IX, and not to come up in the morning hour 
at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that there 
is no unfinished business in the morning hour. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. President—— 

Mr. ALDRICH. I agree with the Chair finally. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator from California had better ask unan- 
imous consent that the bill retain its place under Rule VIII. 
Otherwise it goad under Rule IX. 

Mr. PERKINS. Ithank the Senator from Maine for the sug- 
goron; I ask unanimous consent that the bill may retain its 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from California? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. ALDRICH. What was thes ition? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The tor from California asks 
unanimous consent that the bill may retain its place under Rule 
VIII on the Calendar. The Chair hears no objection. 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY, 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 3656) ponang for free homesteads on 
the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide 
settlers, and reserving the public lands for that purpose, the pend- 
ing question being on the first amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I do not wish to detain the Senate 
a Babee reference to the bill now under consideration. 

e objections which I have to the bill were embodied in the 
views which I submitted as a member of the committee and were 
read upon the consideration of the bill yesterday. Perhaps I 
might leave the whole subject there if it were not that some of 
the suggestions which were made by the Senators advocating the 

of the bill seem to require some explanation and some 
criticism on my part. 

The question is a simple and at the same time an important one. 
It is a single issue, and is this: Congress has adopted the policy, 
when extinguishing the Indian title and the opening to settlement 
of lands in the reservations, that the Government shall be reim- 
7 10 for the amount which it may pay to extinguish the Indian 

e. 

Congress has been acting on that policy certainly since 1889, and 
whenever it has made an agreement with the Indians by which it 
purchased from them a portion of their reservation or paid to them 
sums of money for the purpose of procuring from them the extin- 
guishment of their title it has provided in the act by which the 
were opened to settlement that persons settling upon those lan 
should settle under the homestead laws and in addition should pay 
a sum per acre for the lands which would be equivalent to what 
the Government had been called upon to pay the Indians. 

Under this policy about 35,000,000 acres of land have been bought 
from Indians, taken out from the Indian reservations, and opened 
to settlement. I say bought from the Indians, for that is practi- 
cally what has been done. The Indians have been paid to relin- 
quish their titles to the lands, andin every instance asum pe acre 
has been fixed in the act providing for the opening of the lands to 
settlement which the settler was to pay. 

For seven or eight years Congress has recognized this policy, has 
acted upon it, and during the whole time there has not been asug- 
gestion from any quarter in the United States that that was not 
what the Government ought to do. The people who are now ask- 
ing that the Government shall release to the settlers the sum which 
they were to pay at the end of their five years’ homestead occupa- 
tion have seen all these acts pass in Congress, have known the 
principle upon which they were framed—I may say have urged the 
passage of these bills in Congress knowing the eters upon 
which the bills were framed—and have never suggested that it 
was not what the Government ought to do. 

It is very strange, Mr. President, that now it should all at once 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


JANUARY 7, 


be discovered that Con 


has been acting upon an entirely 

wrong principle during these seven or eight years, that it has been 

8 great wrong upon the people who desired to settle 
pu 


upon the lic lands, a wrong which ought to be remedied even 
at a great expense to the Government. 

It seems to me that the statement which I have made, which 
will not be contradicted, which can not be contradicted, ought to 
be decisive of this question. I might go further. 

Aap eer pe Will the Senator from Connecticut permit me at 
poin 

Mr. PLATT. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. So far as the settlers upon Indian lands in my 
State are concerned, they have protested against the Government 
exacting $2.50 an acre out of them for the last five or six years; in 
fact, since the Great Sioux Reservation was opened to settlement. 
But in this connection, if the Senator will permit me, there is some 

ride in American citizenship. The people who occupy these 
ds have desired, if they could, by economy and industry, to pay 
for them, but the condition of the seasons and the climate has 
been such as to render it absolutely futile for them to attempt to 
do so. Knowing that fact, they now come here and ask the Gov- 
ernment to resume the 1 of free homesteads. 

Mr. PLATT. Well, Mr. President, I think I will touch upon all 
those subjects. It has been my fortune to be a member either of 
the Territorial Committee or of the Indian Committee of the Sen- 
ate during all the period covered by the passage of such acts. I 
was amember of both committees at the time the bill for the open- 
ing of the Great Sioux Reservation was passed. I can state of my 
own SONOS? that the importunities of the people who desired 
the opening of that reservation were coupled with a promise that 
the settlers should pay a sum sufficient to reimburse the Govern- 
ment, or a sum which should be fixed by the Government, for the 
benefit of the Indians. There was no objection to it, but it was 
conceded that it was right that it should be so done, 

Mr. PETTIGREW. What case was that? 

Mr. PLATT. The Great Sioux Reservation. I remember all 
about the opening of that reservation. This question does not 
range around the Great Sioux Reservation particularly, Mr. Presi- 
dent, as I shall show; but year after year the committees of the 
Senate were persistently urged to open that reservation in the in- 
terest of the people who wanted to settle upon it, and then it was 
represented to be the very garden of the earth. The policy of the 
Government in allowing such fertile, rich land to remain in the 

ion of the Indians when white settlers were anxious to take 

t and pay for it a fair price was denounced. Oh, no, Mr. Presi- 

dent, I know all about. the opening of these Indian reservations, 
I know all about the passage of these bills. 

Right . 1 might as well allude to a suggestion 
which was e yesterday by the Senator from South Dakota 
pr PETTIGREW] that the objection to e of the pend- 

bill came from the East, although he did not use the word 
East,“ but that section of the country where the wealth is. Now, 
Mr. President, that was hardly kind. I think that as an Eastern 
Senator I have, perhaps, been as liberal to Western sentiment as 
any Western Senator. There are six States in the West not very 
largely populated, and about the admission of which there has 
been pretty severe criticism, a deal of which has been directed 
toward me, and I think perhaps it is safe to say I had as much to 
do with the bringing into the Union those States as any one Sen- 
ator, an action which I do not feel called upon to defend, an 
action which I would take again, because I believe in the admis- 
sion as a State of any Territory which comes to that condition 
where it has a self-supporting, a free, and a prosperous people. 
But I am not to be charged with prejudice against the West, and 
I think that my conduct here in the Senate may certainly be 
appealed to to exonerate me from any such charge. 

was going on to say that during all the time when these lands 
were being opened for settlement, during all the time when Con- 
gress was being importuned to give the white people an o portu- 
nity to go upon them, there has never been heard, so far as Í know, 
an objection that there was anything wrong in the policy of requir- 
ing the settlers to pay a sufficient sum of money to reimburse the 
Government. I might go to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and 
show that over and over again, when these bills have been under 
consideration, Senators and Representatives advocating them 
have referred to the fact that the Government was to be reim- 
bursed by payment from the settlers for its expenditure in extin- 
guishing the Indian title. 

So this thing has not been done in a corner, Mr. President. 
Now the objection is made—and it is a plausible claim and a 
plausible objection—that the principles of the homestead act 
should apply to the settlement of these lands. If that had been 
urged when the lands were being opened, when the people were 
clamoring for opportunity to settle upon these lands, it would 


have been a very different question from what it is now. Even 
then I do not think that the application of the principle which 
underlies the homestead act would haye been proper; but now, 


1897. 
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when these bills have been passed, and without the su gee 
tion that these lands ought to be opened under the homestead w 
withont any payment on the part of the settlers, it seems to me 
that as to these lands the case ought to be considered closed. If 
in the future opening of Indian reservations and extinguishment 
of Indian titles Congress shall be asked to adopt a different policy 
and go back to the homestead law, under which it is desired that 
the lands shall be settled and that the Government shall pay these 
large sums of money which it has to pay for the EORNA ent 
of the Indian title and then donate the land, the question would 
then fairly come up. It would be naturally and properly an issue 
as to whether such lands should be settled under the homestead 
act; but if there be a possibility of anybody being stopped by con- 
duct in a case before Congress, the Senators and Representatives 
who desired these lands to be opened in this way, the settlers, 
“ boomers,” as they were called, who desired them to be opened, 
and desired to settle npon them under this understanding, ought 
to be considered as estopped, for their line of conduct, their action, 
has been such as to induce the Government to an expenditure of 
over $30,000,000 which it otherwise would not have made. At 
least I think Iam fairly entitled to say that the Government would 
never have made this expenditureif it had not been with the under- 
standing that the settlers were to reimburse the Government. 

Take the opening of the Cherokee Outlet. Senators know how 
long that matter was pending before the Senate and how much 
objection there was to it. It was $8,000,000 the Government paid 
or about that to the Cherokee Nation for the extinguishment of 
their title in the Cherokee Outlet, and for the lands when settled 
there was to be pag at the end of fiye years’ occupation, under the 
homestead act, for the eastern portion of the land, $2.50 an acre, 
for the middle portion $1.50, and for the western portion $1, ac- 
cording to the value of the land. Does anybody suppose that 
Congress would have expended that $8,000,000, have run in debt 
for it and made a future subsisting obligation, which must be 
paid, if it had not been understood that the Government was to be 
reimbursed? In the discussions here in Congress the fact was al- 
luded to that the Government, paying down a portion only, and 
agreeing to pay interest on the rest, had to wait until the end of 
five years before it received anything in the way of reimburse- 
ment, and then was not to be reimbursed for the interest. It was 
made a ground of objection to the legislation in the Senate that 
the Government was not going to be reimbursed for the interest 
which it would have to pay on $8,000,000 for, five years, quite a 
large sum. I think I may say the same with reference to every 
one of these reservations. 

Take the very last reservation, or almost the last one, the Nez 
Perces Reservation, where the agricultural lands were settled 
upon, and the settlers promised to pay 83.75 per acre. and where 
the act was only p and the President’s proclamation opened 
the lands for settlement in 1895. Is it supposed that we would 
have negotiated with those Indians and paid them a price which 
was equivalent to $3.75 an acre for their lands—this desert, arid 
land that is talked about—if it had not been understood that the 
Government was to be reimbursed? There were settlers there 
who were quite ready to take those lands at $3.75 an acre, as there 
were in Oklahoma in relation to the Cherokee Outlet. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to ask the Senator a question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Bacon in the chair). Does 
3 80 Senator from Connecticut yield to the Senator from South 

akota. 

Mr. PLATT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator says there were settlers there 
ready to take those lands. Who were the settlers who were ready 
to take the lands? The people of those Territories and States 
had land and could not go on the reservation, 

Mr. PLATT. I do not know where they came from, but I think 
that within a year’s time two-thirds of the agricultural lands of 
that Indian reservation had been entered for settlement. 

Mr. ALLEN. .Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Con- 
necticut yield to the Senator from Nebraska? 

Mr. PLATT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLEN. I only wanted to call the attention of the Sen- 
pa eo Connecticut to the Republican platform of 1896 on this 
subject. 


Mr. PLATT. Do not undertake to break me 152 in that way. 


If it is anything about the Nez Perces, I shall yie 
Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator permit me to read it in this 
connection? 


Mr. PLATT. It was read 9 and it has been alluded 
to several times since this matter was before the Senate. 

Mr. ALLEN. It is as follows: 

We believe in an immediate return to the free-homestead policy of the 
Republican party, and urge the passage by Congress of a satisfactory free- 
home: measure— 

Referring to this identical bill. 

Mr. PLATT. If Iam accused of violating any portion of the 


Republican platform, 
member of my own p 
parties. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, if the Senator will permit me, it 
is barely possible that a member of another party might be in a 
position to judge whether a 1 is living up to the faith 


prefer the accusation shall come from a 
„rather than from members of other 


of his party, or whether the plat: 
deceive voters. 

Mr. PLATT. I may as well say one word on that subject, and 
I hope I may be able to get back to the Nez Perces Reservation, 
which I shall keep carefully in one corner of my brain while I am 
talking about another matter. 

We all understand how matters creep into national platforms; 
and I venture tø say that when that resolution and that platform 
was adopted thére were not fifty delegates in the St. Louis conven- 


orm was simply promulgated to 


tion who pag any attention to it or knew what it was about, or 
had any ideabf what it involved. 
Mr. ALL But are they not bound by it? 


Mr. PLATT. Iam not; and I think that before we get through 
the discussions of this Congress I shall be able to refer to some 
planks or resolutions in some of the Populist platforms, or the 
platforms of the party with which the Senator from Nebraska has 
acted since he broke into national politics, which he scarcely would 
feel like saying he was bound by. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I think, if the Senator will permit 
me, there is nothing in the Populist platform of 1892 that I do 
not fully agree with, except the subtreasury plan, which I have 
openly denounced from the time it was adop and which is not 
now a part of the Populist faith, but there is nothing in the plat- 
form of 1896 that I do not accept from the opening to the closing 
words, and I shall be glad to have the Senator from Connecticut 
point out any defect in it. 

Mr. PLATT. Well, Mr. President, I shall try to talk about the 
parting bill, which has been given the name of a free-homestead 


Mr. TELLER. I should like to make one suggestion to the 
Senator from Connecticut, if he will allow me. 

Mr. PLATT. Certainly. 

Mr. TELLER. I understand the Senator seems to think that 
the convention did not understand what was in the platform. I 
should like to say to him that this provision in the platform was 
put in by a subcommittee, reported to the whole committee, and 
reported by the whole committee to the convention, and read with 
the other provisions of the platform. 

Mr. PLATT. Oh, I have no doubt about that, Mr. President. 
I have no right to comment on what happened on the of 
this bill Ly the House of Representatives; but I venture to 
say that when it was made a special order in the Senate not half 
the Senators had an idea of what the bill involved, or what it was 
or what the principle of it was. It is easy to get resolntions passed 
in convention, and it is easy to get the consideration of bills. That 
binds nobody. 

Now, about the Nez Perces Reservation, the price was $3.75 

r acre. I am asked where the settlers came from. I do not 

now. Isimply know upon information that since we passed that 
law within a year’s time people have been found to take up at 
least half of the agricultural lands in that reservation upon the 
understood agreement that they were to pay $3.75 an acre for 
those lands; and when it came to the opening of the Cherokee 
Outlet, men who had been all over that Outlet, and who had 
looked at the land and knew the section number of any particular 
tract, who had been familiar for months and years with those 
lands, encamped on the border weeks and months for the sake of 
rushing in and selecting the best lands in the Outlet. They had 
fleet horses on which to race to those lands. They stole into the 
Outlet by every possible means. We were told here in the Senate 
that there were lands there worth $50 an acre, and these people 
knew perfectly well that upon whatever quarter section of land 
they located there was to be a payment made to the Government. 

I am one of the last men in the world, Mr. President, to be with- 
out sympathy for the hardy pioneer.” I think I have probably 
as much sympathy for the hardy pioneer as some of the people 
who live nearer to him. At least we are told in the argument 
here that if the sum which these settlers agreed to pay is not re- 
linquished to these men, there will be men right on the ground 
who will be glad to get the lands. Ihavea good dealof sympath 
and great respect for the men who have struggled with the wil- 
derness; but they were not all homestead settlers who went into 
the Cherokee Outlet, and they are not all honest homestead set- 
tlers who are there to-day. 1 received a letter this morning from 
a gentleman who has Deen ee prominent in Oklahoma, who 
describes the opening. Is not give his name, because he de- 
sires to have it withheld. He says: 

The “runs,” when the land was opened, are matters of familiar history. 
There were four or five claimants for every three claims available. Men evi- 
dently wanted the land for something, for they fought over it like TS, SA0- 


rificed many lives, and nt thousands of dol n litigation, well knowing 
the terms under which alone the property could be acq 


„and apparently 


— — — 
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satisfied therewith. But, as a whole, it was and still is a 
ome seekers 


ment. The number of real h. 


A great majority of the 
ing and 3 to sell thote claims for a song and then move on. Ispen 
TTT g the 


condition, anteced 
were reall: omes; those few seemed to think bao — 
an 


a hard bu — —— obligations, 

were inclined to make the best of it. The condition of 

and would naturall use one’s sympathy. But the 
e to be ben by_homestead gifts. A remittal of the obligations 
r which they now hold Oklahoma lands would simply add to the unrest 

tive tendency of the whole Territory. And at the expense of 
ac’ home makers, owners, and taxpayers all over the country, who 
have a right to vigo y protest. 


Mr. TELLER. Will the Senator tell us who is his authority? 

Mr. PLATT. I said I could not give the name because the gen- 
titman asked me to withhold it. I wish I could give it. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Then it is anonymous. 

Mr. TELLER. 1 was not here when the Senator from Connect- 
icut made that statement. 

Mr. ALLEN. Does the writer live in Oklahoma? 

Mr. PLATT. He has been in Oklahoma, but he is not there 
now. 

Mr. President, Oklahoma is not a desert. People will stay in 
Oklahoma even if those men who have said that they would pay 
the Government or assumed an obligation to pay the Government 
in order to get the land should be required to keep their contract; 
but I want here to defend Oklahoma a little against the aspersions 
which it seems to me are by implication put upon her. 

We shall be called pretty soon to act upon the proposition to 
admit Oklahoma as a State. We shall be told that it has all the 

pulation and the wealth and the ability to support itself that a 
Beate should have when it comes into the Union. That ar ent 
has been made for the last three or four years, and a glowing pic- 
ture has been drawn of the wealth, the resources, and the pros- 
pective future of Oklahoma, and it will be again. Scenes change 
according to what is wanted. When men wanted to get lands to 
which the Indians had the title, the lands were fertile; they were 
like the Garden of Eden; they were the best lands in the United 
States, it was said. Now, when they do not want to pay for the 
lands, nobody can live on them, and it is very doubtful whether 
anybody will continue to live on them even if the Government 
relinquishes to them what they agreed to pay. That is true with 
reference to the opening of all of these reservations. I do not 
mean to say that there has been any false pretense about it. The 
imagination of Senators and AY Seer yy who urged the open- 
ing of these lands was probably excited, and the vision of land 
that happened for the time being to be in possession of the Indians 
dazzled them; anything that the Indian had the white man 
ought to have, and so undoubtedly the lands were esteemed to be 
somewhat more valuable, more fertile, more desirable, and more 
to be coveted than there was really any occasion for. But Okla- 
homa will not perish, Mr. President, even if its citizens should be 
required to cancel their obligations to the Government in order 
to retain their land. 

After hearing about it gory and getting the idea that a 
very large 3 of the settlers in oma were amog in 

aban- 


rs. Very few 


are not the kind oi 
un 


is it sug, 

to be paid to it 
other acts which have been passed for the opening of this Terri- 
tory. If there was the destitution, if there was the misery, the 
hardship, the chattel mortgage covering every piece of furniture 
and every pig in the Territory that we were told about yesterday, 
is it possible to conceive that the governor of the Territory w 

not have suggested that the people might ly and ought to 
be relieved from this burden which they were under, which they 
had voluntarily assumed? 

Mr. President, if there were nothing else required to show that 
the of this bill is not a necessity, is not called for, it would 
be the fact that the governor of Oklahoma in his report to the 
Secretary of the Interior does not allude to any distress there. I 
had an idea that Oklahoma was quite a nice place, and so I got 
the of the governor, and I am going to read something from 
it. He says: 

de ment of the the has been equal to if not 
3 — — of other ett or the Unites States. * 

In this “arid” belt, inclosed with blue lines, with which the Sen- 
ator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW] disfigured the map, 
where the rainfall is so scant— 

The devel ent of the Territory in the year ual to if not 
greater than that of other portions’ of the Vue Staten om 


Nowhere has the year past been one marked for material progress. Okla- 
homa has, howavens! held its own and made some progress, 


It has done better than other places, 


acreage of land in cultivation has steadily increased, very near 
VVV anaes * 


Not quite yet. 

The prospect for crops is good. f 

To listen to the debate yesterday you would not suppose there 
had been any in O in the last three 3 Perhaps 
there were not. There is nothing said about that in this report of 
the governor, but he says the prospect is good. 


The prospect f. is d the antebellum declaration. 
is Di seems applicabis to klahoma. . 
the cotton States of the Union. The 
Wonas Fair awar oe bete — ne — 
present cotton cro; oma groai ered, 
and I predict for coming year one of Bokeh 8 or eet 

Even to those sadly misused , 1 whom the Government 
expects to pay for the lands which they settled upon according to 
the terms upon which settlement was made. 

The eee is delightful, except for a short 

g. 


t indications ta, the 


riety as a health resort for rsons affected wi d lung troubl 
— 5 and all kin 5 22 y wonderful er cures eve! — 
e $ s0! sul tial, it 
arises from the development of oe ep 8 


capital to be paid back in future with interest net ine ah age hats 
Mr. President, you would suppose, for we heard it said here, 
that there was not a homestead settler in Oklahoma who had not 
mortgaged his property, not to some Eastern shark, but to some 
other Obishonie man. 
About the people of the Territory the governor says: 


The people of the Territory are e Atarian by birth. Perhaps in 
few States are they more distinctly so. ey are ty, industrious, an 
eee e e ee connect 

S0! anew cow anı 
ple of ‘Oklahoma glory in the umph they — achieved. so ard rite 

I began to think when I listened to the reasons which were given 
for the passage of this bill 8 that the people must be flee- 
ing from the Territory as it was said they fled from western 
Kansas and Nebraska, But no; the population isincreasing. The 
governor says: 


The ulation has steadily increased since the last census, in 1804, when it 
was Acco’ to the returns made by the assessors for the year 1896, 
the population is now 587. 


There is an increasing population and an increasing development 
of wealth, the governor says. Here is the 8 by counties; 
here is the taxable property by counties: For 1894 they had tax- 
able ae of about $20,000,000. In 1896 it had increased to 
over $31 000, 00—almost $25,000,000—which the governor says is 
a very low estimate. He says: 

This is very much under the true 
stated the board 8 rig an lea cas cal eat ta ea ange 

They had some crooked work, the governor says, about the tax- 
ation in the year 1895, when it jumped from about $20,000,000 
to about $40,000,000, and then was reduced in 1896 to about 
$25,000,000. He states why it was done, but I want to go on with 


what the governor says about Oklahoma. 


There has been a steady and SES Ee ean in darable pecper cy sinos the 
beginning, and the next few will witness a very decided increase in 
the property of the Territory, real and 

Even though the Government should be paid by these people 
who have taon up the lands upon an Paaa n ap that they 
were to pay for them. 

The work of provin: begun, 
have been aad there tape a vastly 8 

He does not intimate that there ought to be anything donated to 
the people of Oklahoma. They have banks down in O oma, too. 
They have these wicked bankers. I do not think they are all from 
the East, either. You would not suppose from what has been 
stated here that there was any occasion for a bank in Oklahoma; 
not a homestead settler in all Oklahoma able to pay this $2.50 or 
$1.50 or $1.25 or $1 tosave his farm! One would scarcely suppose 
there would be any banks there, but the governor says there are 
fifty-two banks in the Territory of Oklahoma. 

e asked them to report, and only eighteen of them did. He had 
not any power to compel them to report. But he has ngyn here, 
in case of those reported, the loans and discounts and all the items 
which are usually given. 

I observe that there is a very considerable decrease in deposits in the last 

ear, and an actual increase the amount of cash on hand. There is a 
in the amount of securities held and also in loans and discounts. 

The loans and discounts are $519,000—the stocks, bonds, war- 
rants, etc. I will not give the items, 

It seems, Mr. President, that, according to the ideas of Sena- 
tors, there was great bead mT HE in the minds of the people 
about Oklahoma, to which the settlers went, and we are told now 
that if the Government insists upon payment for these lands the 
men will simply abandon them, and they will be gobbled up for 
cattle ing. If the Government will let the people have the 
lands for . Senators think they will manage in some wa 

r another to stay on them; and they probably will But accord - 
to the idea of Senators who desire to have this debt given to 


tents for all the homesteads 
showing in taxable property. 


He says: 


i 
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the who owe it, if that is not done the 
q eir homes. Oklahoma, instead 
culture, will relapse into acattle-grazing 


The governor has something to say about agriculture: 
Agriculture comprises such a wide scope that as brief a report as this fur- 
nishes a meager opsis of the great 5 interests of the Territory. 
There is a great Lap Sony the crops of the Territory. Wheat, Indian corn, 
cotton, castor beans, r corn, ley, saccharine, sorgh: and the 
—— ee ee 2 
C y 
. within the short . — ofa more than six years, rivals 
any of the States in the Union. 

Famine-stricken, poverty-stricken Territory! The governor 


says horticulture rivals that of any State in the Union. 


One and one-half million fruit trees have been or several millions of 
smaller fruits have found a home to stay, and are thriving under our 
climatic influences. It is not claiming too much to say that the O) 

of the markets of the western world. 


Potato culture is of no mean im 
too, is of great value. One hundred carloads of 
is a low estimate of the surplus. 

In this arid region which can not be farmed! 

It has been said that the best stock country that can be found is the best 
grain country. 

I am quoting from the governor of Oklahoma. An Eastern man 
is not e ted to know much of his own knowledge about Okla- 
homa. ji have been there several times, and I confess that I never 
saw finer looking agricultural lands in any portion of this country 
over which I have traveled than I saw in Oklahoma. I confess 
that I am not to be expected to know much about agricultural 
lands, and being an Eastern man, I might, in the estimation of the 
people in Oklahoma who wish to be relieved from the payment of 
their obligations, be supposed to be prejudiced, and so I quote on 
them their own governor. : 

It has been said that the best stock country that can be found is the best 
grain country. If this be true, Oklahoma carries the banner. 

Think of that, Mr. President! This bill the House of 
Representatives for Oklahoma alone. It has been threefolded 
since it came here, and yet its governor says that Oklahoma car- 


ries the banner as a 8 and grain country. 
A conservative estimate gives Oklahoma for the year 1896, 50,000,000 bushels 
of indian corn, and more half that amount of kaftir corn, to say nothing 


of the great wheat, oat, and barley crops. 
What are we to believe about the matter? We have extended 
the time of payment two years on account of drought, and the 
ple of that country have had my earnest and sincere sympathy, 
use I have supposed that for two or three successive years 
they have suffered from serious drought. But here comes the gov- 
ernor and says that a conservative estimate gives Oklahoma for 


the year 1896, 50, 000, 000 bushels of indian corn, and so on, with 
ard to the other t crops. 
. PETTIGREW. What is the date of the report? 


Mr. PLATT. It is the report for the year ending June 30, 1896. 
It is not dated, so far as I know. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Ishould like to say to the Senator, then, 
that on June 80 the povem stated what the crop was going to 
be. Itappears the no arog tar the two prior years. 

Mr. PLATT. The governor not say anything about that. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Heestimates what the reg dos going to be. 
The re is dated in June and the harvest is in September. 

Mr. PLATT. I think Iam equal in my knowledge to that of 
the Senator from South Dakota when I say that they harvest corn 
in the Indian Territory before September. Iam quite sure of that. 

There is a great deal more good reading here. Here is a para- 
graph about cotton: 

flax, and uts the -makers. It 
thought tne mmes pa tor the last tow weeks dg sel eng mer in 8 
Not arid, humid— 


but with the sunny days that are to follow Oklahoma will market the great- 
est crop of cotton and castor beans ever produced. 

Even if the Government does not relinquish. 

The cotton is of excellent bps’ the best,in fact,as shown by the awards 
at the World's Fair at Chicago. There is no higher tribute to the excellence 
of Oklahoma Utural uots than that paid by the awards at that great 
fair, where were co the products of all nations. 

This terrible arid region, these desert lands, where, if the per- 
sons who have settled there are, after seven years of settlement, 


required to an ayerage of $1.50 an acre, they are going to 
abandon and go no one knows where. 

Never were the 1 for cotton better than at and there is 
every reason to ve that Oklahoma will make a table showing in the 
list of . States or Territories. 

Guthrie, it is_estimat will market 12,000 bales, while Oklahoma City, 
Shawnee, and Norman each market nearly that much. 

There is eve reason to believe that the ruling prices will be from J tos 
cents per poun 


He is a little short in his guesswork on that point. 
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Mr. STEWART. A little long. 


Mr. PLATT. Well, long. I am not familiar with the terms 
“Jong” and short.“ I believe that cotton is worth about 7 cents 
a pound. So the governor got pretty near it. 

The av will be one-half bale acre, This val . 
3 7.50 to $20 per acre. = Dineen Sve 2 

If they are economical on one of these cotton-homestead farms 
and can get a cotton crop off it worth $17 to 820 an acre it would 
seem that in seven years they would be able to save enough money 
to pay $1.50 an acre for their lands, : 

The princi in raisin, » which, farm: 
not do it all Rinselt, he can 8 at ‘conte 1 
this A Eror ye the farmer often calls the whole cami to his assistance, the 

g of such a character that any person can do it, though some work 
much faster than others. It is simply wonderful how much money this article 
brings into the country. 

It would not be anything very hard, since money is flowing into 
that country in this wonderful way, according to the governor, if 
after a year or two more of extension we should ask the men who 
are getting cotton crops at the rate of $20 an acre to pay up a lit- 
tle something which they have agreed to pay. 
. ih ERAL township at 800. with A prot- 

in a a 
able average Me yield of one-half bale, which would mean $148,000 for that Oem 
one. 

Then he goes on to speak about native grasses, about fruit grow- 
ing, the natural adaptation of Oklahoma to stock raising, etc. 
But here is something. I do not know that I ought to read it, 

Water is everywhere abundant. 

1 

. BURROWS, In the arid region. 

Mr. PLATT. The governor continues: 

Water is 8 abundant, and even salt is distributed up and down 
such rivers as the Salt Fork. „ and n. 

Mr. STEWART. Did the Senator from Connecticut vote for 
the appropriation to examine that country with a view to ascer- 
aan ibility of irrigation by artesian wells? 

Mr. LATT. I think that I struggled as well as I could in my 
humble way to create a committee on irrigation and to have the 
Senator from Nevada appointed its chairman, but I never before 
heard that the arid belt which would require irrigation extended 
into Oklahoma. 

Mr. STEWART. It certainly does. 

Mr. PLATT. The governor says otherwise. 

Mr. STEWART. I do not know what he says. 

Mr. PLATT. The governor says further: 

There are fertile Ag i where corn, kaffir pega! and other grain may be 


raised in abundance, le the western portion of the Territory seems 
cially adapted and endowed by nature for cattle the eastern po: 
the people of that section have 


well ad to raisi 
ae ee to upan — —— = 

Mr. President, I do not think this is an overdrawn picture on 
the part of the governor of Oklahoma, but it is a wonderful com- 
mentary on the pictures of that Territory which were drawn here 
yes y. 
Now, the pending bill as it passed the other House applied only 
to Oklahoma Territory. I wish we had the reports of the govern- 
ors of the States, for I should like to read them. I should like to 
read the report of the governor of the State of South Dakota or the 
governor of Montana or the governor of any of those States, and 
ye it alongside the sad picture that was drawn here yesterday. 

do not know how they would compare. I know how the report 
of the governor of Oklahoma compares with the picture painted 
here, even the picture which was exhibited, the map picture of 
the arid region where rainfall was scarce and crops could not be 
raised and the land was adapted . 5 stock raising. 

As I say, when the bill came over here of course every Senator 
who saw that the other House had passed a bill donating to the 
settlers in Oklahoma the amount which they had e to pay 
for their lands, and without paying which they could not get their 
lands, wanted to have the same principle applied to reservations in 
their States, and I do not blame them at If it is going to be 
donein Oklahoma it ought to be done in South Dakota, and it ought 
to be done 3 

Now, to allude for a moment to another side of this case, I will 
state that the amount ot money involved is perhaps not the strong- 
est objection which can be urged to the passage of the pending 
bill. e committee differs with the Secretary of the 5 — 
and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs as to how much will be 
relinquished by the Government, and the committee differs with 
itself. When it madeits report, it thought the Government might 
lose $17,500,000 by it. Yesterday when the chairman of the com- 
mittee his argument here, as I remember it—I have it before 
me, but I have not the opportunity to refer to it—he thought that 
the loss to the Government by giving to the settlers on the agri- 
cultural lands what they had expected to pay for the lands could 
not amount to more than two or three ion dollars, and five or, 
six million dollars, as I remember it, for the mineral lands. He 
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reduced his estimates from his written report about one-half. 
He reduced them in the written report one-half from the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior, and then in his speech he reduced 
them one-half below what was put in the report. Isay perhaps 
that is not the test thing to be looked at. The Senator from 
South Dakota thought that was really the principal trouble in my 
mind, that the Government could not afford it, and therefore it 
must go into the business of wringing” millions from these poor 
people. I think it is of a good deal more importance for the peo- 
ple to learn to keep their bargains in this world and to abide by 
them. 8 0 0 5 it is of a good deal more importance whether the 
people of the United States are going to be encouraged in the idea 
that when things do not go as they want them to go individually 
they have a right to ask the Government to make them satisfac- 
tory, for that is what is back of this bill. 

‘The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER] this morn- 
ing, in discussing some question here, spoke, as I su , some- 
what jocosely about the paternalistic power in the Constitution 
of the United States. I do not believe it is there. 

Iam not going to quarrel with the homestead law; I think the 
country has derived great advantages and great benefits from it. 
But if it has fixed in the minds of the people of the country the 
idea that when things go a little hard with them, when they are 
not making as much money as they wish to make, when they think 
they ought to be better off than they are, they can come to the 
Government and have it righted, it will have damaged the country 
and the Government and the future of the Government more than 
enough to offset all its benefits and advantages. That is just what 
the pending bill does. 

. ALL Will the Senator from Connecticut permit me? 

Mr. PLATT. Certainly. : 

Mr. ALLEN. I desire to make a suggestion to the Senator from 
Connecticut. The people to whom he refers have no desire what- 
ever to escape the consequences of any legal contract they have 
made or may make. It occurs to me t the Senator from Con- 
necticut has entirely a misconception of their papos. The sim- 
ple question, and it reduces itself to that, isthis: Are these people, 
or can they be, in a condition to pay their obligations to the Gov- 
ernment? The Government must either relinquish these lands to 
those le under the general homestead act or it must resume 
control of the lands again and use them for purely pastoral pur- 
poses. That is all there is to that. The Government will not lose 
one cent by giving these lands to the people, because it can not 
make any money out of the lands in any form. If the settlers have 
the land, the potential power that past and the wealth they 

Will be able to produce eventually wi f a hundredfold more than 
what the Government relinquishes to them. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, this is very strange. Just look 
at it for a moment. I do not overstate this matter when I state 
that every representation made to Congress on the opening of 
these lands was that they were fertile. Now, they are not adapted 
to agriculture, they are not fitted for agriculture, and therefore 
the Government should relinquish them to the homestead settlers. 
If the Government does not relinquish, the lands are going to be 
given up. If the Government does relinquish, the settlers are 
going on to produce wealth a hundredfold.” I think I use the 
exact language of the Senator from Nebraska. Look on this pic- 
ture, then on that. 

Mr. ALLEN. If the Senator will permit me—I do not like un- 
necessarily to disturb him—I will state that the deductions made 
by him are absurd in the light of facts. These lands are fertile. 

Many of them are as fertile lands as can be found between the 
Atlantic and the Pacific oceans, but in consequence of alack of suf- 
ficient rainfall they will not produce anything more than grasses 
in the spring that will suppan cattle. Itis not the fault of the 
quality of the land. Itis the fault of nature in not precipitating 
enough rainfall to produce moisture sufficient to mature crops. 
The Senators who said these lands were among the most fertile in 
the United States were correct in their statements, and it is un- 
warranted to draw the conclusion that there was any misrepre- 
sentation in a statement of that kind. 

Mr. PLATT. It was not oniy represented that they were the 
most fertile lands in the Uni States, but that the people were 
very anxious to get upon them for agricultural purposes, not for 
grazing purposes. As I remarked some time ago, it makes a good 

eal of difference how the picture looks; whether somebody wishes 
to get something from the Government, or whether he wishes to 
ayoid paying the Government something. 

Mr. President, the Government has not paid for all these lands 
yet. Ido not know exactly how much it has still to pay. Itwill 
approximate $15,000,000 which is still to be paid. ere is still 
due on the Cherokee Outlet $4,980,000, which is drawing interest 
at the rate of 4 per cent per annum, I believe. How much will 
necessarily be paid on the Great Sioux Reservation, on the Chip- 
pewa Reservation, on the Colville Reservation, it is impossible ex- 
actly to say; but at the lowest price more money, and considerably 
more money, has to be paid to the Indians for the Great Sioux 


Reservation than has already been paid, and so, I apprehend, with 
regard to the Colville and the Chippewa reservutions. 
do not think that what is contemplated is exactly fair to the 
Indians. We opened the lands in the Great Sioux 5 
upon the understanding that they were to be settled up at 81. 50 an 
acre for those taken within a certain period of time; $1 an acre or 
$1.25 an acre, I believe, for those taken within another number of 
N and 50 cents an acre for those not taken within ten years. 
it fair to the Indians to make them wait until the end of the 
ten years and then to pay them for the land at the rate of 50 cents 
an acre? As I understand the bill, for the 800,000 acres that have 
already been taken up in homestead settlement, the Government 
will be expected to pay the Indians $1.25 or $1.50 an acre, and the 
Indians—— 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to correct the Senator from 
Connecticut in regard to that matter, if he will permitme. After 
the lands were opened to settlement the homestead settler was to 
pay $1 an acre for the lands entered during the first three years, 
or the next two years 75 cents an acre, and thereafter 50 cents an 
acre, Very little of the land was taken during the first three 
years; and a little more was taken during the next two years. 
Seven hundred thousand acres out of 9,500,000 acres are that 
have yet been taken. 

Mr. PLATT. The lands ought to be paid for at the price stip- 
ulated to be ose 

Mr. PETTIGREW. One hundred and eleven thousand dollars 
has been paid. 

Mr. PLATT. However that may be and whatever the amount 
may be—and it is a considerable amount—it has to be paid by the 
Government in the future, whether or not it receives anything 
from those lands. 

Now a single word about the difference between these lands and 
the lands to which the homestead act applied and to which it does 
yet apply. As I have said in my views as minority member of 
the committee, I conceive that there is an entirely different prin- 
ciple involved, At the time of the of the homestead law 
we had a large public domain. e had acquired the land for 
Territorial pu es. The treaty by which we acquired what is 
known as the Louisiana purchase was a political movement on 
the part of Mr. Jefferson—a political necessity. The lands were 
acquired for self-defense, and I venture to aay it never entered 
the wildest imagination of Mr. Jefferson that the lands acquired 
by the Louisiana purchase were going to be needed for homes for 
American settlers. When the homestead law was passed we had 
been giving away land. We had not been giving them away to 
individuals, unless you make all the land grants to railroads gifts 
and donations to individuals, but we had been giving them away 
to States and to soldiers. Giving them to soldiers was givi 
them to individuals. That was not a donation, however. Tha 
was in a measure payment for their services in the Mexican war 
and the war of 1812. There was a good deal of feeling about the 
giving away of lands, donating them, to aid in the construction of 
railroads, and it was deemed much better for the interests of the 
country to napose of the lands to actual settlers. And it was 
much better, . President. 

But we never bought any land in this country from individuals 
or Indians, or from anyone, to open the same to homestead settle- 
ment. Iapprehend that even the father of the bill, now sitting 
within reach of my eye, would have hesitated to have proposed a 
principle the English of which should be that the Government, 
with the money of all the people, should buy lands and then donate 
them to people who 3 to settle on them. That is what this 
measure is. In that it is entirely taken out both of the reason 
and the pu of the homestead act. 

Mr. President, we might just as well buy lands from any other 
individuals as from the Indians to make “ free homes” for settlers 
or speculators, as the case may be. I hear a great many tirades 
here in the Senate about abandoned farms up in Connecticut and 
other parts of New England. There are not so many of them as 
there are . to be, but there are some farms there that 
could be bought very cheap, and if the Government will buy them 
and give them away in quantities of 160 or 40 acres there will be 
people without means found there who will be glad to go upon 
them and who will cultivate them, and, by economy and industry 
and saving, will support themselves and add to the wealth of the 
State. You might just as well ask the Government to go into 
Connecticut and buy the cheap farms there, or into Kansas and 
other States and buy the mortgaged farms that are going to be 
foreclosed, as it is said, and then donate them to somebody to settle 
on, and to have them after five years’ residence and occupation. 

That is not the principle of the homestead act, Mr. President. 
But that is the principle of this proposed act, and it is a principle 
applicable not only to the particular lands that have been opened 
to settlement on ceded Indian reservations and actually settled 
upon, but it is E to be applied to all the new lands that 
are to be settled upon hereafter in the United States. These 
Indian reservations are not yet as much diminished as in the 
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nature of things they will be. These purchases have not been for 
the benefit of the Indians, as was suggested yesterday. The 
Indians have been almost dragooned into giving their consent to 
such purchases in order that white people might go upon them. 
Indian reservations have been Naboth’s vineyards in the eye of 
certain people of this country. They were near at hand, they 
were coveted, and they were taken. But, Mr. President, we 
have not gotten through with this matter yet. So far as the 
speculative element enters into this desire for new lands, and it 
enters in largely, it is like the daughters of the horse-leech—it 
cries, ‘' Give, give.” 
There are two classes of these homesteaders on ceded Indian 
-reservations—I do not know but three. There are those who are 
looking for every fertile piace of land in every Indian reservation 
in the United States, and wanting to get it for nothing, or for far 
less than its value. That is one class that went into Oklahoma. 
There is another class of industrious, honest, intelligent ple 
who were driven, perhaps by the spirit of adventure and the fas- 
cination which has always fab one with regard to frontier life, 
to move on still nearer to the frontier, to get away, so to speak, 
from civilization, and they are industrious, they are intelligent, 
and they are thrifty. They deserve all that can be bestowed upon 
them properly and honestly. Then there is a third class, the rest- 
less, or, as described in this letter the other day, the ne’er-do-well, 
who would not stay long on the land even if they got it under the 
homestead laws. ey are the shiftless class. 

There are these three elements continually seeking for new land, 
and the Indian reservations have not yet entirely despoiled 
for the benefit of these people. That will go on in the future. I 
wish I had the number of acres in Indian reservations still in the 


on of Indians. a the work of allotment goes on and each 
Ae is given 160 acres there will be more lands available for 
white se 


ment. If this bill passes, the poig will prevail that 
the Government must buy these lands of the Indians and then 
donate them to the home seekers of the three classes of which I 
have spoken, And I have spoken plainly, and I think that eyen 
the Senator from Kansas who sits near me [Mr. PEFFER] will not 
say that I have been invidious in the description of this home- 
seeking class. 

So it is not solely a question whether the Government is going 
to relinquish now a couple of million dollars, or $10,000,000, or 
$17,500,000, or $35,000,000, according to the report of the Secretary 
of the Interior. It is a question for the future. It is a question 
whether the Government is going to go into the business of buy- 
ing something and giving ey You can not disguiseit; indeed, 
no attempt is made to ise it. If the passage of the bill were 
urged alone on the ground of hardship for the settlers, that would 
be a good argument for a further extension of time only. 

The country is full of hardship, Mr. President. There are more 
people in straits in this country than there are on these ceded In- 

an reservation lands, But the Government will not be called 
upon to donate anything to them. We have fires, and pestilence, 
and floods, and earthquakes, and men have hard luck who do not 
suffer calamity—they get out of employment. But they do not 
ask the Government to buy something and give it to them or to 
relinquish what a have assumed to pay the Government. 

Mr. ALLEN. Ishouldlike to ask the Senator from Connecticut 
if the Government of the United States did not give the State of 
Connecticut several million acres of land? 

Mr. PLATT. No, sir. 

Mr. ALLEN. Did it not give the State of Connecticut a strip 
in Ohio 
an PLATT, Connecticut got that under its charter from King 

Charles. : 

Mr. ALLEN. Which was sold by the State of Connecticutand 
from which it got much of its wealth originally? 

Mr. PLATT. My colleague [Mr. HAwLEY] isa better historian 
than I am, but my recollection is that Connecticut gave up to the 
General Government a good deal of land to which it was entitled 
under its charter, and I think on an investigation of history it will 
be so discovered, 

Mr. ALLEN. Connecticut, Virginia, and many of the original 
States got a great portion of the public domain and sold it. The 
State of Massachusetts got all of the territory now known as the 
State of Maine. 

> Mr. PLATT. Connecticut had a charter for lands which 
extended from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and if Nebraska is on 
the same line of latitude and Connecticut had insisted on its 
rights it would have the land which is now embraced within the 
territory of the State that the Senator from Nebraska represents. 
A go zoi know whether it is on exactly the same parallel of 
e. 

_ Mr. ALLEN. What I want to call the attention of the Senator 
to is this: It seems to me that it is inconsistent to arraign the 
people of the section living on these arid lands for asking the 
vernment to do something for them under the circumstances 
when the Senator’s own State (and I say it without any feeling 


whatever) and every State in New England was the recipient at 
the hands of the Government of millions of acres of the finest 
lands we have, which were sold for a great many dollars. You 
were participants in these things in the best lands. Why do you 
now deny to these poor settlers a claim upon the arid lands? ‘ 

Mr.PLATT. The Senator is referring to the land given to agri- 
cultural colleges, to agricultural college scrip? 
ee ALLEN. No; I am referring to the early history of this 

ation. 

Mr. PLATT. I understand that Connecticut under its charter 
claimed as of right all these lands and a great many more than it 
finally retained, but the whole matter was adjusted by a compro- 
mise between the Governmentand Connecticut, in which Connecti- 
got the worst of the bargain. There is nothing to that point. 

Mr. ALLEN. But you got a great many million acres of very 
fertile land in Ohio and sold it. 
et PLATT. Connecticut got it under a charter from King 

arles. 

Mr. ALLEN. It is questionable whether you had it or not; you 
got it at least. 

Mr. PLATT. We had possession of a portion of Pennsylvania, 
the Susquehanna Valley and Wyoming. We had a settlement 
there, two organized counties, with representation in our legisla- 


Mr. President, I have been somewhat diverted from the thread 
of my 8 455 and argument. There are individuals suffering in 
Connecticut, people in hard luck, people who, with all their indus- 
try and thrift, can scarcely manage to support large families. The 
Senators who are advocating the 3 of the pending bill would 
be loudest in opposing any that might be proposed donating 
something to them. No matter how the case may be presented, 
it amounts simply to a donation, and I object to it most strongly, 
because I do not want to see the spread and extension of the idea 
that the Government is to take care of the individual. That idea 
has been running very fast, Mr. President, in these later days, 
Possibly the hom: law has to some extent resulted in the 
encouragement of it; and there is another thing which I will not 
speak of now, and which I think more than anything else has 
fostered this spirit of going to the General Government to have 
individual affairs righted, and that is our system of Government 
paper money. I am not going to bring that into this debate, how- 
ever; but owing to one or another of these causes men seem to 
have lost sight of the true principles of government. The man 
who should now say that governments were organized and admin- 
istered for the protection of life and property, and stop there, would 
be supposed to be dwelling in the past, and not to have come—— 

Mr. ALLEN. Does the Senator apply his argument to a pro- 
tective tariff law? 

Mr. PLATT. Oh, Iam not to be diverted from this argument 
into a tariff argument. Lean show, and I will show at the proper 
time, that there isnoclass legislation in a tariff law; but I am not 
going to be drawn or diverted into that. However, I do want here 
and now to enter my protest against what I will not offensively 
call the Populistic idea in this country, that the people who want 
anything are going to go as individuals to the Government and 
get it. 

Mr. ALLEN. Nobody believes that that I know of. 

Mr. PLATT. That is the tendency of everything. We talk 
about its being a crime to buy and sell votes, and yet too often 
in voting the voter thinks only how he is to be materially bene- 
fited by his vote. There is not a very great deal of difference, 
Mr. President, between the idea of so voting and the idea of sell- 
ing a vote. If a man votes simply to better himself financially, 
as he supposes, he does not differ a great dealin principle from the 
man who sells his vote. Weare running wrong, Mr. President, 
and this bill and hundreds of other bills which are here illustrate 
it, and illustrate the dangerous tendency of the doctrines which 
are promulgated at the present time. 

I said that if I were to announce what was acknowledged in the 
early history of the Government, that the object of the Govern- 
ment was to protect life and property and ended there, I would 
lay myself open to the charge of being an old fogy, behind the age. 

need not pursue the subject, Mr 8 but if we are going 
to do what this bill asks us to do, why should we stop there? 
we are going to buy lands in order that we may give a man 160 
acres of land to settle upon free, why should we stop there? Why 
not buy him his agricultural implements; why not buy him his 
horses? I will not refer again to the way the governor of Okla- 
homa describes this ‘‘arid” land, but if a person makes a home- 
stead entry upon arid land, supposing that it is agricultural, why 
should he not call on the Government to irrigate it for him? 
Where is the Government to stop? ‘ 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. President, will the Senator from Connecti- 
cut yield for a question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Con- 
necticut yield to the Senator from Montana? 

Mr. PLATT. Fora question, yes. 
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Mr. CARTER. If it is 
Senator from Connecticut, and that is 
to the settler upon the public domain the cost to the Government 


proper to the view of the 

ifestly his view, to tax 
of acquiring the title to the land upon which the settler locates, 
why should not the principle be applied to the extent of 
to each settler his proportionate share of the amount paid for the 
Louisiana purchase, likewise the amount of cost connected with 
the acquisition of territory from Mexico, which is to some extent 
included in the particular section of country involved in the bill? 

Mr. PLATT. Oh, Mr. President, I have been unfortunate in 
the statement of my views as a member of the committee and of 
my statement this morning. The very thing I was talking about 
is this: We have never until now been asked to buy land for the 
pu of donating it to individuals. 

. CARTER. For whom was the land purchased originally, 
then, in the case of the purchase of Louisiana? 

Mr. PLATT. It was purchased for the public defense, and Jef- 
ferson never supposed, nobody supposed, that it was bought for 
the pur of giving it to somebody to settle upon. There is the 
distinction in these cases, It is the manifest, obvious distinction 
which Senators seem unable to see. The land that was included 
in the Louisiana purchase was in my schoolboy days marked on 
the map, a greater portion of it, as ‘‘ The Great erican Desert.” 
The idea 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to call the attention of the Senator, 
if he will permit me, to the fact that our mgs ee A as a nation 
was not menaced in the slightest degree when Mr. Jefferson pur- 
chased the southwestern lands of the French Government. Our 
Government had not been threatened by France, nor by Spain, 
nor by any other nation. While the purchase had in a certain 
sense a 
by Mr. Jefferson at the time subsequently, was to furnish 
homes for the citizens of the United States. 

Mr. PLATT, We will look that up hereafter, I think I am 
right. I do not wish to be diverted, and I repeat that now, for the 
first time in our history, it is urged that the Government ought 
to buy land for the avowed purpose of giving it away to individ- 
uals who will settle upon it. 

Now, Mr. President, I think I have said all I need to say in rela- 
tion to the subject. I think the picture of suffering has been over- 
drawn, and I have cited a prety intelligent witness (the governor 
of Oklahoma) to show that it has. 

If it be a question of theinability of the settlers to pay for these 
lands because of successive droughts, I am ectly ing to do 
what the Government has ARGAT done, extend the time. But if 
it is so that there are never to be any crops made on these lands, 
there will be but little benefit in uishing to settlers the 
money due for these lands. If the drought rigid year is to make 
it im ible for them to cultivate these lands, it is little benefit 
that they will derive from such relinquishment. 

I have no doubt, Mr. President, that in some instances lands 
have been settled upon which are not adapted to ng Sid but 
of the 33,000,000 acres which have been 1 a of itora 
half of it is as beautiful land, is as fertile land, as rich land, as 
valuable land as ever lay under the sun. 

It is not alone the man who is hard pushed who is to receive the 
benefit of this legislation. This donation is to fall upon all alike, 
upon the man who has got a fortune in his farm and the man who 
is living in the arid region in the sod dugout. Like the rain fall- 
ing on the just and unjust, this benefit, this donation, is to be 
showered upon all without discrimination. 

I do not know that I desire to say anything further on this sub- 
ject. I only intended to speak for a few minutes, but I have been 
somewhat diverted during my line of argument and have exceeded 
the time which I thought I should take. 

Mr. STEWART. . President, I have listened with much 
surprise to the strange sentiments which have been expressed by 
the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Puatr]. He says that he does 
not want people to get into the habit of coming to C for 
relief when their business does not pay. I have read with much 
interest the published reports of various delegations which 
have visited the Committee of Ways and Means of the other House 
with to their business, an every one of them pa their 
demands for higher rates of duty on the ground that their busi- 
ness did not pay, and on no other ground. We have a committee 
of the other House and we shall have one here to listen to those 
engaged in particular kinds of business as to whether their busi- 
ness pays, and I supposed that the Senator from Connecticut was 
in favor of that kind of policy which would relieve men when 
their business did not pay. I think there have been several dele- 
gations already from Connecticut and there will be more. 

As to the eee that the homestead act ought not to be 
extended to these settlers because the land was bought by the 
Government, it seems to me that that is in violation of every prin- 
ciple of disposing of the public lands which has been approved by 

parties for the last thi years or more. The Government 


was some time coming to the conclusion that the country at large 


itical signiticance, the great purpose of it, as announced | prod 
an 


would be benefited by allowing settlers to occupy the public land 
and to acquire homes without charge. That was, however, 


adopted as a public policy. The greater portion of the great Mis-' 
sisippi She was disposed of under that policy, and a more’ 
cen 


never was adopted by any nation, as witness the 
progress of that section of our country. 

It makes no difference how the Government got those lands, 
If it is the best peasy Ao encourage settlement on them, why vios 
late that principle? you will take the rich lands a little farther 
east you will find that they were taken by homestead settlers. 
Now, why should people who are going on poorer lands be de- 
prived of the pri which have been extended to all under a 
policy which has enriched the Government? There is nothing in 
that argument. There should be no discrimination against those 
people, and particularly now, when there is not a crop produced 
in that region which will pay to-day the cost of production and 
of getting it to market. How that may be hereafter I do not 
know. I know, however, that there is but a small portion of 
Oklahoma which has sufficient rainfall to produce regular crops, 
I have been over that country, and there is about one-third, or 
mong Beery of Kansas, and of Nebraska, and as you go north you 
will find it in the Dakotas, and as you go south you will find it 
in Oklahoma and Texas, where it is very hard to make settle- 
ments at all. The picture of the distress there has not been over- 
drawn; and when the Senator from Connecticut speaks of the 
eagerness of those people to acquire homes and go upon this land, 
he uses that as an argument why they should be discriminated 
against. I think their enterprise in going upon a country sit- 
uated as thatis and to make a living should be commended 
and 5 If ir efforts they can make that country 

roduce, if they can make it furnish ‘ket to the other sec- 
tions, if they can make it a tax-paying country, I say let them do 
it. By the same policy you have great States, and it seems 
to me pitiable higgling to say that those people shall be discrimi- 
a % on account of what the Government has paid for 
ose 5 


The Government has applied the homestead principle to all 
lands it has acquired, and it should be applied in this case. It 
should be applied particularly to all the lands that are left, because 
of the At culty of settlement. It is doubtful whether they can 
be occupied, and it is to the interest of all that every acre of land 
which can be cultivated and occupied and made a home shall be 
so used. We have the Indians to support anyway. Weare mak- 
ing an arrangement with the Indians. There is one-third—I do 
not know but one-half—of all the land in the Mississippi Valle 
which has been bought from Indians. You make trades wit 
them; you make donations to them. You have supported them 
at an expense of millions of dollars each year, and when you 
acquired those lands you opened them to homesteads, and it has 
been the invariable rule where an Indian reservation was removed 
to provide that the homestead law should prevail. Why this 
exception was made I do not know. The tion was wrong, 
Now, you say the Government will lose by it. The Government 
will lose nothing. The millions spoken of never can be collected 
from the settlers. A man in his natural life upon one of those 
farms at the t price of production can not raise and sell 
enough to feed and clothe his dren and then pay the amount 
the Government demands. 

I know times are hard; but itis not the fault of the settlers on the 
frontier that they are hard. The Senator intimates that they com- 
plain of the monetary condition that starves them to death, and 
might want paper or something else if you let them live. If he is 

ing to exterminate everybody who is opposed to contraction and 

rd times, if he is going to eg died iron rule, let him apply it 
to Connecticut; let him apply it to Massachusetts; let him apply 
it to the army of supplicants for special privileges which is visit- 
ing the committee of the other House to-day. you want to dis- 
cipline them and make them vote right, and starve them to do it, 
commence at home and starve your own e first. 
: Hot we are set 8 for ay. tovarno aa we are 2 Fe 
ng for any special p eges ese people. e are as or 
the application of a principle which has been eee by 
every wise statesman for the last thirty oa we are asking for 
the application of a principle which has built up States; we are 
asking for the application of a principle which has made inde- 
pendent homes; and there is no reason now to come forward and 
violate it on account of some niggardly, hard trade when the con- 
ditions are worse than they ever have been. The Government 
has to take care of the In in any event, and we are paying 
out to the Indians six or eight million dollars a year for that pur- 
pose. You have removed them from place to. place and opened 
reservations . 3 ou ae, to dorm res 
region, where ve to undergo grea vations 
and sufferings to live at all, to say that they must leave their 
homes or pay a price which is impossible to pay under present 
8 seems to me repugnant to common sense, 8 and 
y. 
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All the Indian reservations which are Pee to settlement 
should be opened under the homestead law. They are not intended 
for speculation. A man who travels over that country and would 
attempt to speculate opm those people who are attempting to 
make homes, a man who would propose to do it, knowing the 
conditions which prevail there, has a heart which ought not to be 
in an American breast, Itis an outrage to change the principle 
as against these ple. They ask for no donations. We ask 
none for them. e ask for the principles of the land laws to be 
applied to them as they have been applied to settlers in the great 

ree Valley; we ask that they shall have the poor privilege 
of building up homes in that arid region if they can. 

Senators about it being a bad principle to make these people 
dependent upon the Government; to encourage them to come here 
and ask privileges from the Government by extending to them the 

“laws under which all the great States haye grown up and been 
populated. It would bea principle in the Government and 
unjust and detrimental to discriminateagainst them. Give them 
the same privileges that other American citizens have had who 
wanted to obtain public lands so far as they can get them. They 
can not get the same privileges. The best of the public lands 
are gone, and they are gone into the hands of settlers who have 
made the country great. To now attempt to reimburse ourselves 
out of the remainder of the desert lands, and to persecute the peo- 
ple who are trying to live there with the hardest struggle that any 
people ever had in the world, it seems to me is the essence of 
cruelty and a violation of every principle of justice and good gov- 
ernment. I hope we shall not hear any more sentiments of that 
kind in the Senate. . 

I do not want to criticise those who are asking the Government 
to give them special privileges, because the protective principle, 
properly applied,-is beneficial to protect all; but the 5 
principle can not reach the farmers of this country. ey have 
to rely on their rts, and we have to rely on their exports to 
pay our foreign obligations and to buy what we buy from abroad. 

e have by legislation, the legislation of New England and New 
York, placed them in a position of 3 where their prod- 
ucts are below. the cost of production. e have given the stand- 
ard silver countries a hundred per cent advantage in the European 
markets. We do not propose any tariff for them. We do not 
propose any relief for the great agricultural interest. Nobody 

roposes that. Here the poorest of all the agriculturists of the 
Tnited States are to be punished and dealt with on a different 
principle from that applied in the Mississippi Valley. Itis unjust. 

If New England wants a market for her products, it is for her 
interest and her benefit that that section of country should be set- 
tled. She has made millions and hundreds of millions, and per- 
haps thousands of millions, of dollars by the beneficent policy of 
the Government in giving away public lands, making homes, 
bringing their products into market, and furnishing a market for 
the products of New England. That was the theory. that the 
United States would prosper more by having these lands settled, 
so as to furnish a market for manufactures, so as to aid in paying 
taxes, than it would by extorting money from settlers by the sale 

of these lands. That is not the policy of the Government. If the 
old policy is to be reversed and the poor people who go upon the 
poor desert lands and attempt to reclaim them and make homes 
there are to be treated in this harsh manner, in violation of what 
has been done for all others, let us know it, and the people will 
keep out of those regions; but to talk about those people as unjust 
and dishonest, to about them as asking special privileges, is 
too repugnant to the facts and common sense to escape severe 
condemnation. : 


IMPRISONMENT OF JULIO SANGUILLY. 


Mr. CALL. Iask unanimous consent to present a paper from 
a gentleman who has been elected as a Republican member of the 
next Congress, who has recently been in Habana, and I ask tha’ 
the statement be read and printed in the Recorp. ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFI . Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from Florida? The Chair hears none, and the state- 
ment will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


STATEMENT IN RELATION TO JULIO SANGUILLY. 


I also had a talk with Julio 3 who stated that he had been confined 
in the Cabanas for a period of twenty-three months. It a from his 
statement that the day before the rebellion broke out in Cuba, while sexing 
a bath in his house, he was arrested and thrown into prison. He was tri 

and condemned to pene’ by a military tribunal, the sentence being that 
he should be punished perpetually in chains, etc. The United States author- 
ities protested on the ground that illy was a citizen of the United States, 
he having been naturalized in New Or and having resided there for some 
time, and that he was taken without arms and should be tried by the civil 
authorities and not the military authorities. An appeal was taken to the 
authorities at Madrid, and this sentence was set aside. He was retried, and 
ago a similar sentence im 


5 2al in Spain 
been deprived of his office and all emoluments attached thereto by the 
authorities at Madrid. A witness who could have proven ys entire 
ce, namely, Lopez Coloma, was a few days before this last trial taken 
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‘of the Acting Se 


ed for a considerable 
y for the purpose of pre- 


from his cell in the Cabanas, where he had been im 
time, and shot without any trial, as Sanguill 
venting him from 5 

An appeal must be taken within a few days, or, unless the United States 
interferes, the witness will be transported to the penal colony in North Africa 


in accordance with the sentence passed a few days Sanguilly stated that 
he did not believe that he could get any lawyer to e his case and conduct 
his appeal, as the fate of his other two lawyers who conducted the former 
proceedings would deter others from undert his case again. 
y seems to be a man of about 60 years of age, quite gray, and com- 
pas that the imprisonment during the past twenty-three months was 
reaking his health sothat he could not longer endure it: and he desired that 
the Uni States Government take action in his case at once by inquiring 
into the cause of his detention and the unfair method by which he has been 


tried and convicted. He claimed that there is no possible testimony as to his 


peng een in the rebellion, but that he was say confined because 
he ht perhaps have been Euer of some offense in the future, yet that he 
was guilty of no offense whatever when arrested, and nothing was proven or ~ 


proven againt him. 
EDWARD E. ROBBINS. 
MRS. ELIZABETH GNASH. 


Mr. GEAR. I ask unanimous consent for the consideration at 
a Guip of the bill (S. 3035) granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth 

nash. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Has that bill just been reported? : 

Mr. GEAR. It was reported on the 5th instant, I will say to 
the Senator from Missouri. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that the 
bill is on the Calendar with a favorable report. The Senator from 
Iowa now asks unanimous consent for its consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, 3 to consider the bill (S. 3035) granting a pension 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Gnash. It proposes to place on the pension roll, 
at $12 per month, the name of Elizabeth Gnash, widow of Thomas 
Gnash, late private Company G, Third Regiment Iowa Cavalry. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

HENDERSON MARPLE. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 3877) granting a pension to Hen- 
derson Marple. It is a bill which has been reported favorably 
from the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FRYE. It will take the next two hours to consider the 
bills which, by unanimous consent, were to be taken up at this 


hour. Is the bill to which the Senator refers a very short one? 
Mr. COCKRELL. It is only a short bill, and will not take half 
a minute. 


Mr. FRYE. Then I shall not interpose an objection. 
By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 3877) granting a pen- 


sion to Henderson le. It proposes to place on the pension 
roll the name of Henderson Marple, late a private in Capt. A. J. 
Hart's company, Morgan County Provisional Enrolled Missouri 


Militia, at $12 per month; and provides that the pension shall be 
paid to him and that no part of it shall be retained by any official 
of the Government by reason of any pension heretofore paid to 
Henderson Marple. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PACIFIC RAILROADS SINKING FUND. 


Mr. MORGAN. I desire to offer a resolution, and after it has 
been read I shall ask for its present consideration, unless there be 
objection to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution submitted by the 
Senator from Alabama will be read, subject to objection. r 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Organization, Conduct, and Expenditures 
of the Executive Departments are hereby authorized and instructed to make 


examination into the means by which certain papers mentioned in the report 
„ have dis- 


cretary of the Treasury, which is hereto attached 

ap from the records of the ù De ent. 

nd said committee will inquire and report whether any and what person 
has abstracted said papers from the files or records of — 1 Department, and 
whether any officer or employee of said 8 had knowledge of, or 
was in any way party or Pr to, any unlawfal act connected with loss, 
destruction, or removal of such papers. And said committee in the execution 
of this order shall have power to require the appearance of witnesses, and to 
examine them under oath. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to consider the 
resolution. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I — heard the reading of the 
concluding part of the resolution. I do not know whether it is 
liable to the suggestion I am about to makeor not. It is very 
convenient in all such cases to have the phrase used, ‘‘ said com- 
mittee or a subcommittee of their number.” 

Mr. MORGAN. It will not be necessary to provide for a sub- 
committee, because the transaction to be investigated is right here 
in the Treasury Department. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not know how that may be, but it is ve 
convenient sometimes to have the power of a committee to sen 
for persons and papers and administer oaths, etc., exercised by a 


ne pair rt ree as edger tare am cals dacs aso 


within the statutory 
31 RGAN. I will modify the eee inserting the 
words or a subcommittee thereof.“ Keg 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the resolution as modified. 
The resolution as modified was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT OF NAVIGATION LAWS. 


Mr. FRYE. Under the order adopted yesterda: this 
hour for the consideration of certain bills from tne Commiitine on 
Commerce, I call for the Coreas. of the bill (H. R. 2663) to 
amend the laws relating to na 

J will state that there is no need of of reading the bill as it came 
from the House of Representatives, as, when I reported from the 
Senate committee an amendment as a substitute, the substitute 
was adopted in place of the bill as it came from the other House. 
Therefore. there is no need of Fess g the original bill, which is 
erased. It is simply necessary to the amendment. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H. R.2663) to amend the laws . 

The amendment by the Committee on ce-was 
to strike out all after the enacting clause and insert: 


That se bag of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended to 
Ows: a 


read as 
“Sec. 4507. The of the Treasury shall in public buildi 
or otherwise procuresuitab offices and =e an discharge 
commissioners’ 


— 


boats are hereby e ted from tho pro- 
of the laws of inh entitled An act to amend 


and 
upon the Mississipi i River or ita 
nen for the crew, w wh 


toa 
the Revised Statutes sages Behn hereby, amended 


Than Taa ign voyage cr engaged 
in tho whalo fishery shail exhi * the crew to 


the first c sited States at which he 
be oat ined a return, and also TT to the 

officer, whose duty it be to examine the men with such list and 
tore bee ene are and i 


t shall be the duty of the collector 
t from the reported to him 


to 
Foreach 
t ah the crew the 


0, to be sued for, 
hich 


failure roduce an: rscn on the certified 

master 2 — shall be ee a liable to a . —.— 
rosecuted, and disposed of in such manner as penalties 

H be incurred for offenses la 


who may 


ing, certified in under 


the — — with —.— other persons ee on po — 

ying or absconding or er 
service of which ich proof shall be then also exhibited to the col 
lector.” 


SEC. 4. That section 4541 of SAGO NEU Statutes be, and — atnan 
—— of pet eee a! oo words 
aria ce e words “district judge 
eleventh line, and 
thereof the 


Seo. 5. That fale 11 of section Dor the Revised Statutes, 3 
. ph. as follows: 
“ Steai 


Tor side Suea required tor ocean steam v 


the — — light and 
carry a red light i —.— 
from 3 to 5 feet above the foremast head light. . dis- 
such steam pilot boats from other steam vessels. 
t section 4542 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 
by thereto the words “or where he died.” 
Sec. 7 t section 4545 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 
to read as follows: 
“Src. 445. A circuit court, in its 


of such sale as the wages of deceased seamen are hel 
to the wages or effects or proceeds of the sale of the eeffects of a deceased 
man or a eg obi a cireuit court is substantiated within 


the grat it an subsequent claim is made, either to allow or —— 
ae from time | iverson? peda a . 
from the . whic io thats 
opinion is necessary to fer tea — claims, into 


. E and disabled ang desti a fund for, 


and be the relirf of sick and disa and destitute seamen 
Sec. 8. a chapter Pot the in of 1805, titled “Aa PEREN amend 

wa en! s to anact 
entitled relative 2 commissioners,’ ap- 
proved A 19, 1890." is amended by striking the: the word se- 
enth.“ in —— “and four thousand six 
e and two“ in the twenty after the words four thousand 
ve and ne 


direct from af t and for the clear - 
e waters ot the north- 


Sxc. 10. That section 41650f the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 


te A108. 2 76 registered t to la — sale become 
law, w ha 

ty of a fore shail ba: cotitied, tm Saw PECIA too ater” 

ar under- 


ni 
e of chapter 344 of the laws of 1874 be, and is hereby, 


Gee] . Phat the of the may, lication the: 
for, remit or mitigate an 3 this a or discontinus 
any tion to recover the same, u such terms as he, in his discretion, 


proper. —.— herein provided ne gen sued for, prosecuted. recov: 


of in the manner prescri' 


ane 12 That rule Mand rule 15 (a). 2 and (e) 9 the Revised 
Statutes be, and are hereby, amended to read as 
“Rule H. The exhibition of any light on Bourd of 8 of war of me 


United States may be suspend . ie Dhar the Secretary of 

the Navy, the conmiantentn-chiet ofa squadron, or the-oommander of a Ves- 
sel acting singly, the character of the ce may require it. The 
exhibi nited States may 


mander of the vessel, the 


req 

under way shall sound a steam whistle placed 
before tħe minute. “Steam vesel, when towing, shadi sound three Biart of 
than mina sound 


=. by Bail 
than one 


minute. 

a bell at intervals ites.” 

br 20 13. 5 section 4283 of the Revised Statutes be, and is heroby, amended 
“Rule . A sail 5 which is being overtaken by another vessel during 

the night shall show from her stern to such last-mentioned vessel a torch or 


8 

“Rule 28. ... ene SRE ID re the owner, or 

master, or crew , from the consequences of — . — dighta 

or signals, or of any n Sts Ser * any 
E mN ianari OTO a „ 

speci 

See Le That the Decretory ot ‘the ‘Presgury be, anif he in here author- 

C vessel admitted to to American rog: 

istry, steam. pipes, a ces, and direct the 

issue of the usual of ion, W. ther said boliers, etesm pipes, 

d l pursuant to the laws of the 


pi and appurtenances shall be the same in all respects as to 

‘ety as are TTT hited 
88 1 8 = a > 

EC. 15. That section orf Revised Statutes be, and is here 
by, the following words ae tn 8 


cut, through or 
by the way of Sand shall, before 8 w York, d 
immediately after bis arrival, — with the, the Mahe, collector f a the district of 
vessel bound to the district of Burl Burlington si shall te betore t A 
and immediately after — deposit wi 


e manifest: and the collector shall, after registering the 
transmit thesame, duly certified aag been so deposited, to the officer 


2574, 2575, 2584, 2885 5 2807. 


16. 71, 
T Statutes are 


3 adding thereto the followin words A J» belongin 
equipmen vesse to regular 
8 plying ee n foreign ports 3 pero iseng in port od 
under the 
officers, trom or one vessel to another vessel of the 
uipments to S — Para Foner PS ora enon 
or consum: ucts.” 

‘hat section 37 be amended to read: E 
“Sec. 5347. Every master or other officer of an American vessel on the high 
seas or Fated other waters within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction 
of the Uni States who, without justifiable cause, beats, wounds, or impris- 
ons any of the crew of such vessel, or withholds from them suitable food a and 
nouris ment. or inflicts upon them any cruel and unusual punishment, shall 
be punished by a fine of not more than $1,000, or by imprisonment not more 


than five years, or by rw 
This section 2 5 the coast wise an — joine 
Er ostin ier the Re Statutes be, and is here- 


ons as to conduct on board and as to fines, short 
allowances of provisions, or other lawful 2 for misconduct, which 
may be sanctioned by Congress or au ty sy of the Treas- 
ury = Sons me to or not otherwise provided ‘or by law, which tho parties 
o adop 
20% That this act shall take effect one month after its a; er except 
sections 12 and 13, which shall not take effect until six months egg 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Pasco in the wie 
substitute which has been read has heretofore been ad 

a bill was a to the Senate as amended, — 8 amend- 
ment was 


1897. 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time. s 

Mr. SEWELL. I should like to ask a question for information. 
On page 18, line 10, there is a provision that ‘‘steam vessels under 
way shall sound a steam whistle placed before the funnel ” 

Mr. FRYE. That is the same requirement for what are called 
inland waters as is now required by the international rules of navi- 
gation. That is why that is adopted. : 

Mr. SEWELL. At intervals of not more than one minute.” 

Mr. FRYE. Yes, sir: in a fog. : 

Mr. SEWELL. It does not say in a fog. That is the trouble. 
The section does not say that it shall be done in a fog. 

Mr. FRYE. It does in-the sections to which that relates. 

Mr. SEWELL. It would not be required, except in a fog? 

Mr. FRYE. Certainly not. : 

Mr. WHITE. I attract the attention of the Senator from Maine 
toa criticism that has been made of the bill which we have reported 
from the Committee on Commerce, so that he may explain it. On 
page 12 there is a provision to this effect: 

register space not less than 72 

6 an 12 superficial 893 = the deck or floor 
of that place for each seaman or apprentice lodged therein. 

That would be a room, say, 6 feet 1 and 6 feet in altitude and 
2 feet wide, or, say, 4 feet in altitude, 4 feet in length, and 2 feet in 
width. ‘The bill as it came from the other Honse provided for 100 
feet. Am I not right? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes. 7 

Mr. WHITE. It is said by those who are more interested per- 
haps in the seamen than those who own the vessels that 72 feet are 
not enough. I have also been told, and I presume it to be a fact, 
that in England, Germany, and other countries but 72 feet are 
allowed. The seamen contend, however, that the arra ents 
of the vessels there are such that 72 feet are more valuable than 
72 feet upon our ships as constructed in this country. I should 
like to hear from the Senator from Maine regarding this matter. 

Mr. FRYE. I do not understand there is any maritime nation 
in the world which requires a larger for crew than that 
which is provided for in this bill, and I do not understand that 
there is any difference in the construction of ships which compels 
an American ship to have a larger space than a foreign ship. It 
will be observed that the space required here for the seaman is 
larger than the which we get in Pullman cars. It is larger 
than the space which we get in the cabin of any of our steamboats. 
It is open to the free air, to ventilation, and soon; and I think it is 
larger than the midshipman gets u ships of war to-day. I 
found on inquiry that in all probability more than one-half of the 
vessels that are to-day on the ocean could not comply with the 
requirements contained in the bill as it came to us from the other 


ouse. 
Mr. WHITE. That is the important feature which I wish to 
at. The Senator from Maine has investigated the subject, and 
e finds that it would be impossible for our vessels to comply with 
the House provision. : 
Mr. FR Yes, sir; and still be freighters. 

Mr. WHITE. Was there any evidence taken before the House 
committee on the matter of the 100-feet allowance which they 
made? 

Mr. FRYE. I understand only from the sailor who represents 
the San Francisco union. 

Mr. WHITE. He has complained to me that it is not sufficient, 
and I have similar complaints from other sources. Personally I 
have no technical knowledge about it, and [am unable to say of 
my own knowledge whether the is sufficient or insufficient. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is, Shall the bill 


pass? 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. FRYE. I move that the Senate uest a conference with 
the House of Representatives upon the bill and amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Presiding Officer was authorized to 
spoon the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. FRYE, 

. NELSON, and Mr. WHITE were appointed. 


LAWS RELATING TO AMERICAN SEAMEN, 


Mr. FRYE. I ask the Senate to take up the bill (H. R. 6399) 
to amend the laws relating to American seamen. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the 
Committee on Commerce reported an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute, which has heretofore been agreed to. 

Mr. FRYE. That is correct. $ 

Mr. PERKINS. I notice by the history of the bill that the 
amendment has already been agreed to. 1 when the bill 
was made the special order for consideration to-day at 4 o’clock I 
had not read the bill. There are a number of amendments which 
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I should like to offer, and I think they will commend themselves 
to the Senator from Maine, who is an authority upon maritime 
law and affairs, and who has given the subject-matter a great 
deal of attention. I feel confident that they will appeal to his 
sense of justice and fairness, and that he will accept the amend- 
ments. erefore, if it is agreeable to the committee, I should 
like to have them considered while the bill is as in Committee of 
the Whole. They relate, I will say to the Senator from Maine, 
ag ae the imprisonment clause. s 

Pai . We are just entering upon the consideration of 

e 


Mr. PERKINS. So I understand, but it has been read. 

Mr. FRYE. Noz; it has not been read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that the 
amendment reported by the Committee on Commerce in the na- 
ture of a substitute for the House provision has heretofore been 
adopted. It will be needless to read the bill as it came from the 
other House. The substitute will be read. 

The SECRETARY. Strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert: y 

That section 4516 of the Revised Statutes be, and is hereby, amended so as 


to read as follows: 


“ Sec, 4516. In case of desertion or casualty resulting in the loss of one or 
more seamen, the master must ship, if obtainable, a number equal to the 
number of those whose services he has been deprived of desertion or 
casualty, who must be of the same grade or rating and eq gopr with 
those whose place or position they refill. and report the same the United 
States consul at the first port at which he shall arrive, without incurring the 
penalty prescribed by the two ons.“ 

Sego. 2. That section 4% of the Re Statutes be, and is hereby, amended 
so as to read as follows: 

“ SEO. 4522. At the foot of every such contract to ship upon such a vessel of 
the burden of 50 tons or upward there shall be a memorandum in wri of 
the day and the hour when such seaman who shipped and su 
render himself on board to begin the voyage agreed upon. If any seaman 
shall neglect to render himself on board the vessel for which he has shipped 
at the time mentioned in such memorandum withont giving twenty-four 
hours’ notice of his inability to do so, and if the master of the v shall, on 

ar in the log book of 
such vessel of the name of such seaman, and shall in like manner note the 


wages 
such seaman shall 


court, he shall be liable to imprisonment for not more than one month.” 

Mr. PERKINS. I desire to move an amendment. 

Mr. FRYE. The reading of the substitute has not yet been 
concluded. 

Mr. PERKINS. I desire to offer an amendment to this section. 

Mr. FRYE. To which section? 
ae PERKINS. To the one which has just been read by the 

cretary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that the 
text of the amendment can not be amended except in the Senate. 
The Chair presumes, however, that amendments can be received 
by unanimous consent. 6 

Mr. PERKINS. I suggest to my friend the Senator from Maine 
that unanimous consent be given to consider these amendments 
“tt WHITE, Let ke an inquiry, if league will 

Mr. me make an in , if my colleague 

rmit me. Has the bill been 8 Senate? 

Mr. PERKINS. No; it has not been. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not been reported to the 
Senate. It is now being considered by the Senate as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. WHITE. I presume amendments can be offered when the 
bill shall have been reported to the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is what the Chair said— 
— amendments can be made when the bill is reported to the 

Senate. 

Mr. FRYE. I do not think there is any objection to the Senator 
from California offering his amendments as the various sections 
are reached. I have no objection. 

Mr. PERKINS. I ask the Secretary to read an amendment 
which I now pro 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is asked that there be unani- 
mous consent to amend the bill in its present shapeas in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. Is thereobjection? The Chair hears none, and 
by unanimous consent amendments will be received. The amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from California will be stated. 

The Secretary. In section 2, line 23, page 26, after the word 
“ earned,” it is proposed to strike out the remainder of the section 
in the following words: 

And, also, in the discretion of the court, he shall be liable to imprisonment 
for not more than one month. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from California. 

Mr. FRYE. I should very decidedly object to the amendment. 

Mr. PERKINS. Ihave had some rience in nautical aff: 


as well as in civil business matters. There is no law of which 
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am aware on the statutes of the United States or upon the statute 
books of any State of the Union 51 which a person can be im- 

risoned for the violation of a civil contract. Many years ago 

ngland and many European countries passed such a law, but to 
their credit England and Norway have repealed those laws, and 
England and Norway have to-day a larger tonnage plying the 
ocean in the foreign trade and following the flags of their respec- 
tive countries than have all the other nations of the world. 

The United States have not heretofore taken a back seat in the 
treatment of their seamen and in recognizing the duty which they 
owe to their fellow-man of doing unto others as they would wish 
them to do unto them. It seems to me we can well afford in this 
case to punish the seaman by having him forfeit his wages and 
his effects, but I do not think we should go to the extent of im- 
prisoning him because he has failed to perform a civil contract. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from California allow me for a 
moment? Did any such law ever exist in this country? Did 
3 eyer exist in this country for such a cause? 

r. FRYE. Yes; and it was made a positive duty of the court 
to imprison the seaman. ` 

Mr. HILL. It does not now exist; it has been repealed? 

Mr. WHITE. It was repealed, and it is not exactly sought to 
reenact it. The imprisonment clause in modified form is put into 
this bill. We have no provision for imprisonment as the law now 
exists. Am I not right? 

Mr. FRYE. In the coastwise trade. 

Mr. WHITE. In the coastwise trade. 

Mr. HILL. How long ago was it repealed? 

Mr. WHITE, Two years ago, I think. 

Mr. FRYE. About two years ago. 

Mr. HILL. I should like to hear some reason why we propose 
to reenact it now. 

Mr. FRYE. I can give the Senator from New York a reason, 
and I will give it with an illustration. Three or four months ago 
a ship was lying loaded in the city of Bath waiting for a crew. 
Our crews are nearly all shipped in Boston. An agent was sent 
to Boston to get the crew. He obtained a crew, and paid for 
obtaining the crew. They were duly shipped by the shipping 
commissioner. He then paid their traveling expenses from Bos- 
ton to Bath. They stayed overnight on board the ship, and then, 
without any excuse at all, deserted and went back to Boston, 
leaving the ship at a large demurrage for at least a week. 

Now, the penalty which exists to-day is the forfeiture of the 
wages earned, They had not earned any wages. It is no penalty 
at all; it does not amount to anything, and our shipmasters say it 
is impossible for them to undertake to do business unless there is 
a greater 8 than . that of forfeiture of the wages. 
This is in the coastwise trade, let me say to the Senator from New 
York. It always happens in these cases that the desertion is when 
the first shipment is made. It is not when they are off on a voy- 
age, or anything of that kind, but when the first shipment is made, 
and the forfeiture of the wages is a mere nothing, a bagatelle, and 
you can not hold a crew a moment by it. á 

Now, the law which has existed heretofore compelled the court 
to imprison fora given length of time. This provision simply 
says in the discretion of the court the seamen may be imprisoned 


for 8 days. 8 : : 

Mr. HOAR. Is there a law in existence now that compels the 
court to imprison? 

Mr. FRYE. It was repealed two years ago. This provision is 
simply put in the bill as a deterrent on the sailors, so that they 
will not treat their contracts with utter levity and leave without 
any decent excuse at all. Of course if there were nothing in the 
case which called for the court to inflict a further penalty, the 
court would not do it, it being left in the discretion of the court. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator allow me to make a further in- 
quiry? The Senator stated, of course, an extreme case, where the 
seamen obtained their moneys in advance on a promise, which of 
course would not make it obtaining money under false pretenses; 
but is the imprisonment limited to those cases where they obtain 
moneys virtually on false pretenses? 

Mr. FRYE. No, sir; it is not limited. 

Mr. HILL. But it goes further, does it not, and inflicts impris- 
onment to follow the simple violation of the penalty? 

Mr. FRYE. Wherever the sailors have made a contract to ship 
at a given time on a certain ship and desert, then. in the discretion 
of the court, they may be imprisoned for thirty days. 

Mr. PERKINS. e illustration given by my friend from 
Maine is quite familiar to me, but I do not see that it differs 
materially from one I will cite that occurred a short time ago in 
my own State. A mining company, engaged in mining, having 
a pro worth more than twice the value of an ordinary coast- 


ing vessel, met with an accident, and they sent to San Francisco 
number of miners. They were paid their expenses of 

; , brokerage, etc., and taken to the mine to operate 
k W hen they reached there, the mine they believed to be unsafe, 
or for other reasons which were satisfactory to them, they declined 


for a l 
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money lost it. 

But what would my friend from Maine say if we had a law upon 
our statute books in California imprisoning those men in the dis- 
cretion of the court, a country justice of the peace, and in some of 
our Western States the justices of the peace have not been stu- 
dents of Blackstone all of their lives? What would he say if the 
law had imposed the penalty for their violation of this civil con- 
tract of sending them to prison? 

I think the same rule should apply to our coasting vessels. We 
have some bright, able, sober, conscientious men who are follow- 
ing the coasting trade upon the Atlantic, the Pacific, and the Gulf 
coasts. They are conscientious and honest. There are others, as 
is the case in all other trades, who are not so reliable. I believe 
that we can force them to their contract without haying this penal 
clause attached to our laws. Our whole nature revolts at the idea 
that when a man has committed no wrong, not even petty larceny, 


a justice of the peace may, in his discretion, send him to prison for 
thirty ais I hope the amendment I have offered will prevail. 
Mr. WHITE. I wish tosay a word with relation to this matter. 


The section to be amended is 4522 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States. That section I will read as it existed two years 
ago, and, as far as I can see, as it stands to-day. If Senators will 
follow the reading and take the proposed amendment of the law, 
they can observe the difference between the measure now before 
the Senate and the old statute. I will read the old statute. Sec- 
tion 4522 of the Revised Statutes is as follows: 

At the foot of every such contract to ship upon such a vessel of the burden 


of 5) tons or upward there shall be a memorandum in writing of the day and 
the hour on which the seamen who ship and subscribe shall render 5 — 


selves on to begin the voy: agreed u If any such seaman shall 
neglect to render himself on board the vessel for which he has shipped at the 
time men ed in such memorandum, and if the master of the vessel shall, 


on the day on which eglec 

of such vessel of the ome — ä 8 
time that he so 8 to render himself, after the time appointed, every 
such seaman shall forfeit for every hour which he shall so neglect to render 
himself one day's pay, acco upon, to be 
deducted out of his wages. If any such seaman shall wholly neglect to ren- 
der himself on board of such vessel, or having rendered himself on board 
shall afterwards desert and escape, so that the vessel p: to sea without 
him, he shall be liable to 5 —5 e master, gwner, or consignee of the vessel 
a sum equal to that paid by advance at the time Of signing the con- 
tract, over and besides the sum so advanced, both which sums shall be recov- 
erable in any court, or before any justice of any State. city, town, or county 
within the United States, which, by the laws thereof, have cognizance of 
debts cf equal value, against such seaman or mariner, or his surety or sureties, 
in case he shail have given surety to proceed the voyage. 

That is the whole of the section. Hence the former penal clause 
to which the Senator from Maine referred, and which, my recol- 
lection is, was eg? at oa in the old statute, must be in some 
other section of the Revised Statutes, for there is no clause in sec- 
tion 4522 of the Revised Statutes providing for any imprisonment 
whatever. I mention that as perhaps from a remark I made a 
few moments ago the Senate might be led into error as to the 
former law. 

At the time this matter was under consideration, not this — 
ticular amendment, but at the time we considered a similar Bill, 
perhaps worded as this amendment is worded, I stated in the com- 
mittee that I felt an aversion to providing for the infliction of a 

nalty by imprisonment in any civil action. Formerly, as we all 

now, debts were collected to a large extent in that way, and 
gradually, as we have progressed somewhat, we have abolished 
that method of enforcing obligations. When it seemed to be con- 
ceded that England, Germany, France, Norway, and Sweden were 
able to get along without such a penal provision, it struck me. and 
I am still of the impression, that this Government can not afford 
to enact more drastic regulations for seamen than those nations 
themselves have found essential. ; 

I have an aversion, as I have already stated, to enforcing pro- 
visions of this kind. Itis true that there is a discretion lodged in 
the judge. 

And, also, in the discretion of the court, he shall be liable to imprisonment 
for not more than one month. 

But if we are to enforce this law at all the man must be arrested 
practically to bring him within the jurisdiction of the court. He 
will be arrested, and when brought before the court it will be 
within the power of the man who sits upon the bench to send him 
to jail. It is against the conference of that power, not the fear 
of its extremely wrongful exercise, that I feel like protesting. 

It is true that the judge may be lenient and that he may never 
punish anyone except in an extreme case. Loss often comes to 
men who have invested their capital by reason of the malconduct 
of men who are employed to act as sailors. Yet that is but an 
example of the many instances which we find every day in every 
walk of life. We may violate our civil contracts, and if unfortu- 
nately we have no pecuniary resources, it may be that the person 
whom we have wronged can never compensate himself. 

But I am opposed to making a discrimination against this class 
of men. I am opposed to 5 law which will give to the 
gentlemen who are engaged in the transaction of commerce on the 


to the rate of wages a: 
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seas, the shipowners, ability to incarcerate their fellow-man, when 
we and the civilized world erally have abandoned imprison- 
ment in civil cases, at least in the absence of fraud; and in some 
States we do not imprison them at all. 

Mr. HOAR.: I should like to ask the Senator to explain, if he 
pleases, his statement that this is an imprisonment in a civil 
action. 

Mr. WHITE. It is not. The expression in a civil case” was, 
of course, inaccurate. When I said ‘‘case” I did not refer to an 
action in court, but a matter which was purely one of dollars and 
cents between the individuals and not involving anything which 
in the ordinary sense could be called criminal. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator, I 8 85 or the Senator reporting 
the bill, understands that this must be by a complaint according to 
due process of criminal law, as the Constitution requires; and all 
the rights preserved in criminal cases are preserved. 

Mr. WHITE. I understand that, but I object to making that 
acrime. This, of course, is not a case of something that is in 
itself, I mean in a penal sense. It is merely 5 an 
ment to do some work. It is not a default which in the ordinary 
sense would be termed criminal, or against which, I conceive, 
Con; ought to denounce any penalty. 

Of course, I understand that a complaint would have to be filed, 
but what would that complaint recite? It would merely recite 
the entering into a contract for the performance of certain work, 
and u the plea of guilty being entered, the evidence showing 
that the contract was made and that the sailor in violation of the 
contract, under the terms of the section, deserted, then he would 
be guilty of the crime, and it would be discretionary with the 
judge to 1 him by imprisonment. 

. HILL. ILsuggest to the Senator from California, if he will 
permit me, whether, if there is to be any imprisonment at all tol- 
erated, which may be questionable, it should not be limited to 
those cases where the sailor has obtained moneys in advance, sub- 
areas under false pretenses. 

Mr. WHITE. I think so, but—— 

Mr. HILL. Not technically false pretenses, but in substance. 

Mr. PERKINS. If my colleague will permit me, I will state 
that this very same bill makes it illegal to advance a sailor any 
money. I should like to ask if that is not making a felony out of 
a civil contract? : 

Mr. HILL. That is a different question. 

Mr. PERKINS. Or a crime. 

Mr. WHITE. Is the Senator from New Vork through? 

Mr. HILL. I merely made the suggestion for your consider- 


ation. : 

2 WHITE. In viewof the statement made by the Senator from 
New York, I will merely remark that if the sailor obtained money 
in the way of an advance, at the same time having made up his 
mind that he would not ‘orm the obligation which he entered 
upon and 9 with the agreement, and upon the faith of his 

promise to do the work the money was given to him, it would 

ave all the elements of that turpitude Which is involved in the 

- crime called obtaining money under false pretenses, and would be 

indictable in some States even as larceny. I do not know but that 
the law now would reach such a case; certainly it ought to do so, 
1 think. But the criticism upon the section is that the mere 
violation of the contract to do the work is made an offense punish- 
able in the discretion of a court with an imprisonment. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to call the tor’s attention to 
another fact, which I regard as important. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from California 
yield to the Senator from Nebraska? 

Mr. WHITE. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. Iknow but little about navigation or sailors; but 
suppose a sailor who had signed a contract such as is provided for 
in this section should be suddenly taken ill, or some member of 
his family was taken ill, or there was some other excuse that all 
reasonable men would recognize as being a reasonable excuse for 
not rendering himself on board the vessel. Should not some pro- 
vision be made for cases of that kind? 

Mr. FRYE. The bill provides for a twenty-four hours’ notice. 

Mr. ALLEN. I know, but suppose he is taken sick within that 


time. 

Mr. FRYE. No court would imprison him, of course, if he were 
taken sick. 

Mr. WHITE. If the Senator from Nebraska will permit me, 
the section is perhaps not amenable to that criticism, because it 
uses the word ‘‘neglect,” and I take it if a person be detained by 
reason of illness or by any paramount cause which it would be im- 
possible for him to overcome, he could not be considered even 
technically guilty of contempt. I should think not. 

Mr. ALLEN. But I construe the word ‘‘ neglect” to be synon- 

ous with fail.“ That he shall fail to render himself on 

d the vessel.” It does provide for twenty-four hours’ notice, 

but suppose he is taken sick, or that some member of his family 
is taken sick, five or ten hours before he shall render himself on 


board the vessel, under such circumstances that he could not do 
so or ought not to desert his family. 

Mr. WHITE. Of course there should be no ambiguity in this 
regard, if the Senator will permit me; but I hardly think that he 
could find any authority to the effect that “neglect” and fail“ 
are synonymous. Of course the neglect to come would involve 
the 8 that there had been a failure, but a failure to come 
would not mean that there had been any neglect, because in the 
case to which I refer I do not think that negligence could be pred- 
icated upon an absence over which the individual had no control, 
Still that could be reached by an amendment. 

Mr. ALLEN. I do not know what American court is to pass 
upon this statute or what construction it will give to it, but I 
think the Senator can call to his mind many instances in which 
the words ‘‘neglect” and fail“ were evidently used by courts as 
synonymous. 

Mr. WHITE. Very likely; but it is hardly accurate. 

Mr. . The purpose of the bill, of course, is to require 
the seaman to appear in fulfillment ofhis contract. He contracts 
absolutely and without condition to appear. Now, should it be 
merely left to the construction of a country justice, as my friend 
the junior Senator from California suggests, to determine whether 
he has neglected or not? Of course, a country justice is not sup- 
posed to know—— 

Mr. WHITE. Will the Senator from Nebraska allow me? 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator excuse me until I finish the 
sentence? 

Mr. WHITE. Certainly; excuse me. 

Mr. ALLEN. A country justice who lives ont in the country, 
where there are but ve tew people, and where social and intellec- 
tual privileges are very limited, is not supposed toknow much law. 
He is not sup to have the enlarged opportunities and the 
intellectual field in which to roam at will that a justice or magis- 
trate residing in alarger municipality has. Is this question to be 
left simply to his discretion, to his uneducated mind, to his untu- 
tored mind, I might say? Wemight put in some provision in the 
construction of which not even an ordinary country justice can 
err. . 

Mr. WHITE. I intended to inquire of the Senator from 
Nebraska when I last interrupted him as to whether an amend- 
ment 8 the word willfully“ would not cover the 
matter 

Mr. ALLEN. That would probably cover the whole question, 
so that the element of inability of the seaman to appear upon the 
vessel may be submitted to the court or the jury, as the question 
might arise. : 

Mr. WHITE. I have no doubt the Senator from Maine who 
has charge of the bill would accept an amendment to that effect, 

Mr. FRYE. Ihave no objection to accepting it. 

Mr. ALLEN. So it may become an issue in the trial? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes. 

Mr. ALLEN. Very well. Then I move to insert. the word 
“willfully” before the word ‘‘ neglect” wherever it occurs in the 
section. 

Mr. HILL. Does that cover it? Under the circumstances it 
strikes me that is not sufficient. Ordinarily, of course, the word 
“willfully” would help out a statute, but where the simple ques- 
tion is as to whether aman violates his contract and fails to serve 
or not, of course he does it willfully; he does it intentionally; he 
does it knowingly. 

Mr. ALLEN. If the Senator from New York will excuse me 

Mr. HILL. Therefore I do not think it helps him out. 

Mr. HOAR. I suggest to the Senator from New York the words 
„without reasonable cause.” The whole matter is in the discre- 
tion of the court. The court would deal with that question. 

Mr. HILL. That is a different thing. That might do. 

Mr. ALLEN. Ido not want the Senator from New York or 
the Senator from Massachusetts to understand that I acquiesce, so 
far as I am concerned, in the penal portion of this section. I 
ghall at the proper time (and if this is the proper time, I do so 
now) move to strike out the lines which impose upon a seaman 
the penalty of imprisonment for failure to observe his contract. 

Mr. WHITE. If the Senator from Nebraska will permit me, 
there is an amendment to that effect now before the Senate. 

Mr. ALLEN. That is an amendment to strike out? 

Mr. WHITE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLEN. I will vote for that amendment. 

Mr. HILL. I wish to make a suggestion to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, who made the further suggestion of the words 
without reasonable cause.” At first I thought that possibly it 
would answer the purpose. But will it? Is reasonable cause the 
illness of his family? He still can complete his contract; he still 
can go. Is it not leaving it open? If he wants to get married, is 


that a reasonable cause for him to violate his contract? 
Mr. ALLEN 
Mr. President. 


The Senator from New York ought to know, 
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Mr. HILL. That is the reason why I am 
I might want to volunteer and enlist m 
able cause: some reasonable, sufficient excuse for violating the 
contract? He might become intoxicated. be arrested, and put in 
jail, and could not go, That might be held, | irae in ka 


ing the question— 
yself. hat is a reason- 


chusetts a reasonable cause. He might be detained for some 
Sees cata at ONEA ha AUA AE in Soe AIAI 

number of instances, like si in the family i 
of that kind—which could not be strictly held to be a reasonable 
cause. That is the question I suggested. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not want to interfere with the pending bill, 
which my honorable friend from Maine is much better able to 
take care of than I am, and I merely made the s tion think- 
ing it might save debate. Isuppose when you say that if a sailor 
neglects to return on board a ship at a given time he may be 
imprisoned, in the discretion of the court, not exceeding a month, 
if we have a decent magistracy, as we always have had and 
always I think shall have in this country, the man is safe 
against being punished for one of those excuses which the com- 
mon sense.and common feeling of all mankind considers sufficient. 
So if it had said, If the man shall neglect, he may be punished in 
the discretion of the court,” and it turned out that his mother or 
his wife or his child were lying dead in his house or were sick 
with a dangerous illness, no judge would punish him for that 
neglect. Of course it would be wi Sarge The word“ will- 
ful” would not help it, because it would be willful neglect if 
neglect at all. Butif in addition to that you put in the words 
„without sufficient excuse,” then the judge is compelled to pass 
on the question whether the thousand cases that may bo supposed 
are a sufficient excuse, in addition to his having this discretion 
on the whole thing. Any judge whom I suppose fit to be a judge 
would say that any of the cases which have been suggested on 
the floor of the Senate would afford an ample excuse for not com- 
plying with a civil contract, and would act accordingly. If a 
judge can not be trusted in that case he can not be trusted in 
any 5 which the life or property or liberty of a citizen is 
imperiled. y 

remember an incident that I am sometimes reminded of when 

we are making such legal provisions to govern a case. A very 
brilliant and witty friend of mine, who was clerk of the Massa- 
chusetts house of representatives for a great many years, saw in a 
per a statement that he was going to publish a treatise on par- 
5 law. He wrote a letter to the paper, in which he 
denied the statement; but he said if he did undertake such a work 
he would sum it up in a single sentence, Never have an ass in 
the chair.” I think that doctrine may be applied to these provi- 
sions regulating courts. If you haveadonkey in the jndicial seat 
nobody is safe, whatever law you pass, and if you have a sensible 
man in the judicial seat you are safe certainly with.a law like 


this. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on e to 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from California [Mr. 


res 
Mr. FRYE. I desire to say a word before the amendment is 
acted upon. 8 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator from Maine allow me to put 

my amendment in a little different shape? 
e PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Nebraska 
poses to change the language of the clause which the Senator 

Ine California moved to strike out. i 

Mr. ALLEN. I want to change section 2, in line 9, on page 25, 
section 4522, bystriking out the word! neglect” and inserting the 
words ‘‘ without reasonable cause fail;” in line 18, by striking out 
the word “neglect” and inserting the word ‘‘failure;” in line 17 
by striking out the word neglect” and inserting the word! fail;” 
in line 20, on page 26, by striking out the word ‘‘neglect” and 
inserting the words “fail without reasonable cause.” 

Mr. FRYE, I have no objection to any of those amendments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understunds that a 
part of the amendment now proposo relates to the text which the 
amendment offered by the ator from California proposes to 
strike out. By unanimous consent all of the amendments ne 
gested by the Senator from Nebraska can be considered as adopted, 

Mr. WHITE. Is not the Chair in error as to that? The words 
which the Senator from California [Mr. PERKINS] moved to strike 
out I do not think were involved in the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Nebraska, ; 

Mr. FRYE. Not at all. r 

Mr. PERKINS. Not at all.” If the Secretary will refer to the 
amendment, he will see that I have simply proposed to strike out 
the imprisonment clause. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If theamendments do not relate 
to that text, as the Chair su „then they will 5 
until after the amendment offered by the Senator from California 
shall have been disposed of; and the amendment offered by the 
Senator from California will now be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In section 2 of the amendment reported by 


the committee, in line 23, on 26, after the word *‘ earned,” it 
is p d to strike ont an in the discretion of the court, 
he be liable to imprisonment for not more than one month.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will entertain the 
amendments of the Senator from Nebraska when the amendment 
of the Senator from California shall have been di of. 

Mr. FRYE. I understood they were all adopted by agreement. 

I desire to call the attention of the Senate to this matter. It is 
said that foreign countries have nothing of this kind. Great 
Britain has a law to-day that if a sailor signs the papers of a ship 
and then declines to serve on that ship the master may call on any 
policeman who is in view or who can be found to take the sailor 
and carry him on board the ship, put him in irons, and keep him 
there until the ship sails. 

What are ships going to do without some such provision as this 
bill makes? You can not run a ship as = can a coach; you can 
not run a ship as you cana railroad. Here is a ship loaded for 
sea, the crew engaged, * sgod . She is subject to a 
demurrage of hundreds of dollars a day for every day she is de- 
tained. A sailor having been brought and put on board of that 
ship, the next morning, without the slightest cause, leaves, and 
thus the ship is left without the requisite crew, and she is obliged 
to pay demurrage for every day she is detained. A storm may 
arise, and she may be delayed by head winds for a week, a fort- 
night, or three w: There is nothing of the kind about a.coach; 
there is nothing of the kind about a railroad. Iwish to gr Aiea 
here that I have had something to do with these sailors. ere is 
a sailors’ union in California which has had its attorney here for 
the last six years, and he is here now—a sailor. There is a sailors’ 
union in Philadelphia; there is a sailors’ union in New York. If 
Senators suppose the sailors are not being taken care of, they 
are entirely mistaken. There is not a port where there is not a 
sailors’ lawyer. The sailor has every tage of the ship and 
every advantage of the shipmaster in any port into which a vessel 


may go. The ships are entitled to some consideration. They 
carry our commerce. 
When the bill was pending two Congresses in the first place, 


Thad conferences with these sailors and the sailors*unions. They 
lasted over three or four days; Governor DINGLEY was with me; 
and we finally drew up that which seemed to satisfy the sailor from 
California, and it was enacted into law. But there is no satisfy- 
ing them without giving them the earth; you can not do it. 

Mr. PERKINS, They do not want to be imprisoned. 

Mr. FRYE. It is utterly im ible to satisfy them without 
giving them the earth. Theystill cry ‘‘Give!” after we have made 
them all these concessions. Taking this entire Congress, this bill 
has been under consideration for six months, and the sailors have 
had hearings over and over again in our committee, and the ship- 
owners have had their hearings. Finally shipowners and sailors 
undertook to get together and see if there could not be some agree- 
ment by which the condition of the sailor might be ameliorated. 
There is not a line in that bill, except this particular one, that is 
not for the amelioration of the condition of the sailor—not one. 
Wherever there was imprisonment before, and it was compulsory 
on the court to imprison, it has been made in the discretion of the 
court, and wherever the imprisonment was for four months before 
it is two months now, and where it was six months before it is 
three months now in that bill. In that bill there is provided a 
menu for these sailors almost equal to that which any hotel in the 
city of Washington furnishes. In every single item in that bill, 
except this single one, there is what the sailors have demanded, 
what they have prayed for, and what has been granted by the ship- 
owners and by our committee, except as to the single matter of 
what they call “crimping.” 

Now, what is crimping? That will come up. The Senator, 
undoubtedly following his constituent from the sailors’ union in 
California, will offer an amendment to that clanse; I have no 
doubt about that; and then to the clause eee $10 advance of 
wages. What is this matter of “crimping?” might just as 
well spend time now on this subject as on another occasion. We 
have been trying for twenty years, and I have been trying my 
very best as chairman of the Committee on Commerce here and 
over in the House of Representatives, to do something for sailors, 
who very seldom do anything for themselves; few of them do, at 
any rate. We have placed them under guardianship, and in every 
conceivable way tried to protect them against whom? To protect 
them against boarding-house keepers. Every attempt that we 
have made in that direction has been a dead failure. We have 
had humanitarians, we have had Bethel ministers from New 
York and Boston before our committee, we have adopted their 


recommendations and enacted them into law for the efit of 
sailors to save them from the 5 k „ und we 
have not saved a sailor from the g-house keeper. The 


boarding-house 
ev 


has just the same power and control of 


sailor to-day that he had before we passed the law. 
tis “crimping?” It is a bad name. It means simply that 
any captain of a ship needing sailors may employ an agent to go 
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and hire them. That is “crimping.” This bill provides that no 
man shall be permitted to go and hire a sailor until the Secretary 
of the Treasury has investigated his character and given him a 
certificate. ill the Secretary of the Treasury give a certificate 
to the boarding-house keeper into whose clutches the sailor falls? 
Not atall. Thatis for the benefit of the sailor; and yet the sailor 
demands, and the Senator from California will demand, that the 
“crimping ” provided for. in this bill shall be stricken out; yet 
you can not get sailors on the eastern coast without. It is utterly 
impossible. When one of these t liners comes in, where are 
the shipping masters to be found? In England they have them 
every few rods, with their Seng offices wide open, ready to 
receive the sailor, with notices posted all along the great corridors 
that a certain ship will sail on a certain day on a certain voyage, 
and any sailor who desires to join that ship may 3 the 
shipping office and ship. You have nothing of that d here, 
and you can not have on account of the distance from each other 
of the great ports of thiscountry. Between usand them there is 
nothing like the same conditions. 

Take a liner, and let her come to the city of New York with 
400 hands on board. Perhaps she needs a hundred more hands, 
and is to sail within three days. How is she going to get them? 
The shipping master has no time to secure them, and up to the 
present time he has had not even an office. He has been a curb- 
stone broker, and nothing more. This bill provides that they shall 
have offices furnished to them. The only way under the sun for 
the captain of that liner to get a crew is to hire a man to go out 
and hire acrew. If he can not employ any man except a man 
who has been recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury, as 
matter of course the sailor is protected so far as he can be against 
the boarding-house keepers, because they will not be appointed to 
do this business—not at all. 

There is a portion of the sailors of the United States just as 
intelligent, just as good, as industrious, as saving, as careful, as 
an laboring men in the United States or any other men. Those 
sailors do not require protection from boarding-house keepers; 
they do not go into boarding houses; they do not get drunk the 
moment they get on shore, and stay drunk until their money is 
entirely gone and the boarding-house keeper has got it, and they 
are ready to ship again. The man who needs the protection is the 
man who can not protect himself; and I have come to the delib- 
erate conclusion, forced upon me by experience in this matter, 
that it is an utter impossibility to assume r by the 
Government over a bodily and mentally sound man. Lou can 
not do it. If the sailor will not protect himself you can not pro- 
tect him by law, and it is no use to try it. If he will get drunk 
when he goes on shore, he will go to the boarding house, the board- 

-house keeper will keep him drunk until his money is all 
exhausted, and then, if yon have no authorized agent to hire that 
sailor and se him on board ship, he is in the hands of the board- 
ing-house keeper, and the boarding-house keeper will ship him, 

e every dollar out of him, and even the clothes he has on his 
back, and then he goes on board the ship and gets clothes. It is 
no use for Congress to undertake to deal with that matter senti- 
mentally. It has to face the existing condition of things. 

As to the coastwise trade, in order to take care of the sailors, we 
repealed the law which permitted their imprisonment. What 
was the result? Every once in a while a ship is held up and com- 
pelled to pay heavy demurrage because the crew whichshe shipped, 
and which agreed to go on her, refused to go after the ship’s papers 
were signed, There was no punishment and no penalty, except 
the forfeiture of wages, and there were no wages to be forfeited. 
What does the forfeiture of wages amount to in the case of a shi 
that carries 20 sailors and has 4,000 tons of freight on board, boul 
for Liverpool? It is a bagatelle, utterly useless, of no account. 

In this bill we put that single provision for the benefit of the 
ships and the men who run the ships and for the benefit of com- 
merce; and the Senator from California can not point to another 
item in that bill which is for the benefit of the ship and is not for 
the benefit of the sailor. 

Mr. President, I hoped to have completed this bill to-night, but, 
judging from present conditions, I do not believe that it can be 
completed. 

Mr. CALL. I should like to suggest to the Senator from Maine 
that it seems to me that the point to guard against in the matter 
of the protection of the sailor would be to see that he does not sign 
papers of the ship unless he is in a proper condition and under 
proper supervision. 

. FRYE. The Senator from Florida must understand that 
the ship captain and the owners of the ship never know whether 
the sailor is in a proper condition when he signs the papers or not. 
They must be signed before the shipping commissioner, who isan 
officer of the United States, under oath to do his duty, and un- 
doubtedly does his duty. There is where the papers are signed. 


in 


Mr. CALL. Then I understand that no other signature is bind- 
except that made before an officer of the Government? 
8 YE. No, sir. The man called the “crimp” simply 


makes a trade with the sailor to join such a ship. Undoubtedly 
he gets a dollar or two dollars from the captain of the ship for 
doing the work. 

Mr. CALL. But the agreement is not binding unless made 
under the supervision of the Government officer? 

Mr. FRYE. No; it is not. 

Mr. CALL. Is that officer required to see that the sailor is in a 
sober and proper condition at the time he si the articles? 

Mr. FRYE. I do not think the law says that. 

Mr. CALL. There ought to be some provision of that kind. 

Mr. WHITE. If the Senator from Maine will permit me, he 
stated the law of England with reference to shipping masters and 
the power of a shipmaster. I should like to ask the Senator 
whether he has investigated the laws of Norway, Sweden, Den- 
mark, and also of Germany, in that regard, and what they are? 
I have heard statements that there was no penal provision what- 
ever in those countries. I am not personally aware of the condi- 
tion of the statutes of those nations. 

Mr. FRYE. There is no penal provision in England. The law 
there simply provides that the captain of a ship may call on a 
police officer to take the sailor and put him in irons on board the 
ship, and there is no sailor in Christendom who would not rather 
have the discretion of the court as to thirty days’ imprisonment 
than to be carried in irons and to be placed on board ship. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will ask the ator if there is any doubt 
as to the duty of the shipping commissioner to refuse to allow a 
contract to be made with a man who is not in a condition to 

Mr. FRYE Of telligent offi 

5 . course it is the duty of every in t officer 
to see that a man knows what he is about. jai 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator seemed to be replying differ- 
ently to the Senator from Florida when he said the owner of the 
ship could not know what took place before the shipping commis- 
sioners. I do not know whether or not there are specific provi- 
sions of law which require the shipping commissioner to see, 
before he certifies a sailor’s contract, that the sailor is not drunk 
or unfit to make a contract, but I do know, as a matter of common 
sense, thatitis his duty, and that the shipping ‘commissioner is 
provided for the very purpose of requiring that the contract shall 
be deliberately entered into by the seaman. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from Maine or the Senator from 
California, whoever is entitled to the floor, yield for a brief execu- 
tive session? It is evident that we can not conclude the bill 
to-night, and I will therefore move an executive session. 

Mr. FRYE. One moment, if the Senator please. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New 
York yield to the Senator from Maine? 

Mr. HILL. Certainly. 

Mr. FRYE. I do not think the Senator from California [Mr. 
PERKINS] had any purpose except a good one in offering his amend- 
ment, but I think that some of the discussion which has taken 
place has helped delay this bill so that another very important one 
can not come under consideration thisafternoon. If it is true that 
any Senator has had that purpose, I hope the next time, if I shall 
ask unanimous consent, that no objection will be interposed to 
considering those bills. They are very important bills. 

Mr. HILL. How many of them have we passed now? 

Mr. FRYE. We have passed one, but there are four Houss bills 
that ought to be in conference, and all four of them are very im- 
portant bills. x 

Mr. HILL. So far as I am concerned, I have no objection to 
the Senator making a request to have the bills made special orders. 

Mr. HOAR. I think there is no objection to going on and pass- 
ing the pending bill to-night. 

. FRYE. I should be compelled, if the vote was declared to 
be in favor of striking out that clause, to call for the yeas and 
nays, which would develop no quorum, and that would be the 
end of the bill. 

Mr. WHITE. The yeas and nays will be called for in any event. 

Mr. PERKINS. The Senator from Maine only does me justice 
when he says that he thinks I had no ulterior motive in offering the 
amendment. I am surprised myself at the tempest which has 
raged in a teapot on account of my moving to strike out 

r. HILL. I object to the Senator calling the Senate a tea- 
pot.” fee gape 

Mr. FRYE. Iwas going to object to the same thing. I do not- 
want to be called that. [Laughter. } 

Mr. PERKINS. I simply propag to strike out a provision 
imprisoning a man for the violation of a civil agreement. 

HILL. How did the Senator from California get the floor 
away from me? 

Mr. PERKINS. I will yield, but I want to say a word, if the 
Senator from New York will allow. 

Mr. HILL. Yes. z 

Mr. PERKINS. Iam going to offer half a dozen more amend- | 
ments to the bill. If I had any doubts before, I know I am right 
in my position now. 
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Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator from New York will allow 
me, I suggest that the Senator from Maine ask that the pending 


bill shall made the unfinished business after the present un- 
finished business is out of the ENS 

Mr. FRYE. No; because if I can have my yay, the Pacific 
ee, bill will be the next unfinished business. I think it has 
wai ong Nag for a hearing. 

Mr. HILL. Then these sailors will have to wait for some time. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will ask the Senator how he hopes to get 
another day in court for this bill? 

Mr, FR If the bill is to be amended as the Senator from 
California proposes, the Senator from Maine has no desire to have 
it considered any further—not the slightest. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That can not be decided until there is a full 
Senate. How does the Senator from Maine propose to again brin 
this bill before the Senate if we await his pleasure on that subject 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator from Maine is not prepared just now 


to say. 

Mr. BATE. The Senator from Maine promised us the other 
evening when he secured an agreement for the consideration of 
bills from the Committee on Commerce that there would not be 
any debate about them; and here we have had debate on one of 
the bills which has occupied all the evening. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 


Mr. HILL. I renew my motion for an executive session. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After seven minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o’clock and 31 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until Monday, January 11, 
1897, at 12 o’clock meridian, 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate January 7, 1897. 
POSTMASTERS. 


Oliver Z. Glenn, to be postmaster at Lebanon, in the county of 
Smith and State of Kansas, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

Nellie Lehane, to be postmaster at Fort Riley, in the county of 
Geary and State of Kansas, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

Alfred B. Gowdy, to be postmaster at Campbellsville, in the 
county of Taylor and State of Kentucky, the appointment of a 
postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in 
the President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Miss Sebelle Knox, to be postmaster at Clinton, in the parish of 
East Feliciana and State of Louisiana, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

William B. Taylor, to be at Mansfield, in the parish 
of De Soto and State of Louisiana, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office . me vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Emma L. Lombard, to be ter at South Ashburnham, in 
the county of Worcester and State of Massachusetts, the appoint- 
ment of a tmaster for the said office having, by law, become 
vested in the President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Gilmore Campbell, to be postmaster at Schoolcraft, in the county 
of Kalamazoo and State of Michigan, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Nicholaus Koenigs, to be postmaster at Melrose, in the county 
of Stearns and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Dwight E. Lockwood, to be ter at Hibbing, in the 

county of St. Louis and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a 
postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in 
the President on and after January 1, 1897. 
Hugh M. Quinn, to be patma at Mapleton, in the county of 
Biue Earth and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, 5 — vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

James Reid, to be postmaster at South St. Paul, in the county 
of Dakota and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after January 1, 1897. 

Martin Shea, to be postmaster at Perham, in the county of Otter- 
tail and State of Minnesota, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having. 5 law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

Charles Ray, to be postmaster at Cassville, in the county of 
Barry and State of Missouri, the appointment of a postmaster for 


the said office having, Ky "aN become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

Clara L, Lawyer, to be postmaster at Belt, in the county of Cas- 
cade and State of Montana, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after erti 1, 1897. 

Benjamin L. Williams, to be postmaster at West Orange, in the . 
county of Essex and State of New Jersey, the appointment of a 

aster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
ident on and after January 1, 1897. : 

Mary A. S. Kavanagh, to be tmaster at Lawrence, in the 
county of Queens and State of New York, the appointment of a 
8 for the said office having. by law, become vested in the 

ident on and after January 1, 1897. 

Mary Green, to be aster at Warrenton, in the county of 
Warren and State of North Carolina, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, ome vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Duncan D. McIntyre, to be postmaster at Laurinburg, in the 
county of Richmond and State of North Carolina, the appoint- 
ment of a postmaster for the said office having, by law, me 
vested in the President on and after January 1, 1897. 

John S. Conyers, to be postmaster at Cando, in the county of 
Towner and State of North Dakota, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, by law, me vested in the 
President on and after January 1, 1897. 

William Palmer, to be postmaster at Wyoming, in the county 
of Hamilton and State of Ohio, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after January 1, 1897. 

Edward A. Petty, to be postmaster at Glouster, in the county 
of Athens and State of Ohio, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. : 

David Stephens, to be postmaster at Bradner, in the county of 
Wood and State of Ohio, the appointment of a postmaster for the 
said office having, by law, become vested in the President on and 
after January 1, 1897. 

Andrew J. Bard, to be postmaster at Slippery Rock, in the 
county of Butler and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of 
a postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in 
the President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Ransom L. Clark, to be postmaster at Galeton, in the county of 
Potter and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a postmas- 
ter for the said office having, by law, become vested in the Presi- 
dent on and after January 1, 1897. ‘ 

Jacob P. Criss, to be tmaster at New Wilmington, in the 
county of Lawrence and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment 
of a postmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested 
in the President on and after January 1, 1897. 

Margaret B. Doonan, to be r at Dunbar, in the county 
of Fayette and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a post- 
master for the said office having, ba mur. ome vested in the 
President.on and after January 1, 1897. 

George Huhn, to be ter at Etna, in the county of Alle- 
gheny and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a postmaster 

or the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after January 1, 1897. 

Amasa A. Swingle, to be postmaster at Peckville, in the county 

of Lackawanna and State of Pennsylvania, the appointment of a 
ostmaster for the said office having, by law, become vested in the 
sident on and after January 1, 1897. 

John W. Clark, to be postmaster at Ripley, in the county of 
Lauderdale and State of Tennessee, the appointment of a postmas- 
ter for the said office having, by law, become vested in the Presi- 
dent on and after January 1, 1897. 

Daniel D. Scott, to be ter at Jellico, in the county of 
Campbell and State of Tennessee, the appointment of a postmaster 
for the said office having, by law, become vested in the President 
on and after January 1, 1897. 

Mira Johnson, to be postmaster at Mount Pleasant, in the county 
of Titus and State of Texas, the appointment of a postmaster for 
the said office having, by law, become vested in the President on 
and after January 1, 1897. 

James Hughes, to be postmaster at Mercur, in the county of 
Tooele and State of Utah, the appointment of a postmaster for the 
said office having. by law, become vested in the President on and 
after January 1, 1897. 

George Mason, to be postmaster at Walsenburg, in the county 
of Huerfanoand State of Colorado, in the place of George Mason, 
whose commission expired January 4, 1897. 

William Gallagher, to be postmaster at Sandersville, in the 
county of Washington and State of Georgia, in the place of William 
9 whose commission expires January 17, 1897. 

William G. Messler, to be postmaster at Chatsworth, in the 
county of Livingston and State of Illinois, in the place of Frank 
H. Bangs, whose commission expires January 14, 1897. 
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Peter Freyman, to be postmaster at Dyersville, in the county of 
Dubuque and State of Iowa, in the place of Evan Gibbons, whose 
commission expires January. 14, 1897. z 

M. J. Kelly, to be postmaster at Parkersburg, in the county of 
Butler and State of Iowa, in the place of John Knapp, whose 
commission expires January 14, 1897. ; 

David H. Kerby, to be postmaster at Seymour, in the county of 
Wayne and State of Iowa, in the place of James H. Morrison, 
whose commission expired January 5, 1897. 7 i 

Stephen C. Maynard, to be postmaster at Grand Junction, in 
the county of Green and State of Iowa, in the place of Henry Ket- 
tell, whose commission expires Janu 14, 1897. 

W. J. Semmons, to be postmaster at Primghar, in the county of 
O’Brien and State of Iowa, in the place of George P. Clark, whose 
commission expires January 14, 1897. 

Charles E. Monell, to be postmaster at Kirwin, in the county of 
Phillips and State of Kansas, in the place of Mary L. White, whose 
commission expired January 5, 1897. 5 : 

Frank F. Philbrick, to be postmaster at Merrimac, in the county 
of Essex and State of Massachusetts, in the place of Elizabeth W. 
Smart, whose commission expired December 20, 1896. 

William H. Torrey, to be postmaster at Foxboro, in the county 
of Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, in the place of Florence M. 
Carpenter, whose commission expired January 4, 1897. 

Grovenor D. McCubrey, to be postmaster at Barnesville, in the 
county of Clay and State of Minnesota, in the place of Grovenor 
D. McCubrey, whose commission expires January 23. 1897. 

Lang C. Allen, to be postmaster at Clarksdale, in the county of 
Coahoma and State of Mississippi, in the place of Anna Durham, 
whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

William V. Leech, to be postmaster at Cape Girardeau, in the 
county of Cape Girardeau and State of Missouri, in the place of 
Oscar Cramer, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Alexander Devine, to be postmaster at Anaconda, in the Sung yd 
of Deerlodge and State of Montana, in the place of Rogers Ed- 
wards, whose commission expires January 21, 1897. 

Grace Lamont, to be 5 at Dillon, in the county of 
Beaverhead and State of Montana, in the place of Grace Lamont, 
whose commission expired January 4, 1897. 

John B. Taylor, to be postmaster at Boulder, in the county of 
Jefferson and state of Montana, in the place of George Pfaff, whose 
commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Francis A. Simons, to be postmaster at Cedar Rapids, in the 
county of Boone and State of Nebraska, in the place of Dennis 
Tracy, whose commission expires January 7, 1897. 

Herman J. Kohlhaas, to be postmaster at Paterson, in the county 
of Passaic and State of New Jersey, in the place of A. H. Demarest, 


Charles W. Blackman, to be postmaster at Caledonia, in the 
county of Livingston and State of New York, in the place of 
R. W. Matteson, whose commission expires January 14, 1897. 

Virginia Jones,to be postmaster at Cortland, in the county of 
Cortland and State of New York, in the place of Benton B. Jones, 
deceased, 

H. M. Bennett, to be postmaster at Derry Station, in the county 
of Westmoreland and State of Pe Ivania, in the place of John- 
son D. Neely, whose commission expires January 14, 1897. 

William Grier, to be postmaster at New Bloomfield, in the 
county of Perry and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of Henry 
C. Shearer, whose commission expires January 7, 1897. 

Milton F. Moyer, to be postmaster at Lykens, in the county of 
Dauphin and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of Jacob Alvord, 
whose commission expires January 25, 1897. 

Isaac G. Pfautz, to be postmaster at Lititz, in the county of 
Lancaster and State of Pennsylvania, in the place of J. B. Goble, 
whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

William M. Farrington, to be postmaster at Memphis, in the 
county of Shelby and State of Tennessee, in the place of Robert 
B. Armour, resigned. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate January 7, 1897. 
CONSUL. 


George Sawter, of Connecticut, formerly commercial agent at 
Glauchau, Germany, to be consul of the United States atthat place. 


POST MASTERS. 


Norman W. Kelso, to be postmaster at Mechanicsville, in the 
county of Saratoga and State of New York. 

William F. 1 enig, to be postmaster at Manlius, in the 
county of Onondaga and State of New York. 


Nettie J. Van Inwegen, to be postmaster at Ortonville, in the 
county of Bigstone and State of Minnesota. 

R. Lindsay Kent, to be postmaster at Verona, in the county of 
Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania. 


B. Frank Palmer, to be postmaster at Larchmont, in the county 
of Westchester and State of New York. 

James S. Boyd, to be postmaster at Cold Spring, in the county 
of Putnam and State of New York. 

Charles W. Anderson, to be postmaster at Fishkill on the Hud- 
son, in the county of Dutchess and State of New York. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


THURSDAY, January 7, 1897. 


8 Ths House met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to order by the 
peaker. 
nee by the Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D., Chaplain of the 


nate. 
ee Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 
CERTAIN OFFICERS, ALASKA TERRITORY. 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of two House bills, which are dependent 
npon each other. Action upon one necessitates the passage of the 
other. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the first bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 7087) to amend section 8 of the act entitled “An act providing a 
civil government for Alaska,” approved May 17, 1884. 

Be it enacted, etc., That section 8 of an act entitled An act providing a 
civil government for Alaska” be, and the same is hereby, amended by strik- 
ing out the words the commissioner provided for by this act to reside in 
Sitka shall be ex officio ter of said land office, and the clerk provided for 
by this act shall be ex officio receiver of public moneys, and the marshal pro- 

ded for by this act shall be ex officio surveyor-general of said district.’ 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, the next bill (H. R. 7088) should be 
considered in connection with the one which has just been read. 
One of them is a repealing act, which would leave the law imper- 
tein MMIL N rving the right to object, I 

r. Mo . Mr. er, reserving the right to objec: 
should like to have the report read. * 

Mr. LACEY. The report may be read, or I can make a brief 

explanation which I think will be satisfactory. S 
r. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, let the second bill be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: ; 


A bill (H. R. 7088) to create the office of surveyor-general in Alaska, 


Be it enacted, etc., That there shall be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, a surveyor-general for the District 
of Alaska, embracing one surveying district. 8 

Sec. 2. That the surveyor-general of Alaska shall receive a salary at the 
rate of $2,500 per annum. - 


The Committee on the Public Lands recommended an amend- 
ment striking out of line 2, in section 2, the words ‘‘five hundred.” 

Mr. LACEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, the report on the bill H. R. 
7087 will explain the whole matter, or perhaps I can make it clear 
to the House in a briefer way. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Reserving the right to object, I should like to 
hear the report read. 
5 — oe V. I will ask the Clerk to read the report on the bill 

"i . í . 

The report (by Mr. LAcEy) was read, as follows: : 

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7087) to amend section 8 of an_act entitled An act providing a civil govern- 
ment for Alaska.“ approved May 17, 1884, submit the following report: 

Your committee recommend the of this bill for the reasons set 
forth in the annexed letters from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office and the Secretary of the Interior. : 

The bill was prepared by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., February 28, 1896. 

Sin: In my annual report for 1895, pages 62, 63, and 64, I set forth at some 
length the great oy ie yore and necessity for the enactment of a law creat- 
ing the office of United States surveyor-general for Alaska. 

his matter also formed the subject of a remark in my reports for 
1893 and 180. The need for this office, in view of the development of the 
mining interests, is constantly increasing, and the duties devolving upon the 
ex officio surveyor-general, who is also the United States are such 
as to require his entire time in the former capacity. 

Ihave therefore prepared a bill which is herewith inclose 
recommend that the same be introduced in both Houses of 
your sanction and approval. 

I also transmit a draft of a bill re that porso of section 8 of the act 
of May 17, 1884 (23 Stat. L., p. 26), which provides that the commissioner, clerk, 
and as siper shall act as ex officio v r, receiver, and surveyor-general, 

ectively. - 
our attention is called to the fact that section 2234 of the Revised Statutes 
provides that a register and receiver shall be appointed for each land district 
established by law, and to the further fact that the first sentence in said sec- 
tion 8 (23 Stat. L., p. 26) provides that said district of Alaska is hereby cre- 
ated a land district, and the United States land office for said district is 
hereby located at Sitka.” 

You pk note that NA that portion Se ee ere e S 8 Med Stat. L., p. Dh 
repealed, a r and receiver may appoi ‘or this district under 
said eden 6 the Revised Statutes. 

The necessity for this action is constantly brought to my notice, and, for 
the reason stated in my annual report for 1895, page 64, Tam satisfied that 
the le; tion asked will be in the interests of the public service. 


ery ully, 
S. W. LAMOREUX, Commissioner. 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 


and urgently 
congress under 
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3 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, March 10, 1896. 

Sin: Ihave the honor to hand you herewith copies of two bills prepared 

the Commissioner of the General Land Office, one of which creates the 

ce of surveyor-general in Alaska, and the other seeks to amend section § 

of an act entitled “An act 3 civil government for Alaska.“ ap- 


sores May 17, 1884 (23 Stat. I also transmit herewith a copy of 
Ae names romp tter, the 28th ultimo, submitting said bills for my 
consideration. 


I know of no reason why the bills should not be enacted into law. 
respectfull, 


ven * HOKE SMITH, Secretary 
Hon. Joux F. LACEY, X 
Chairman Committee on the Public Lands, 
House of Representatives. 


Mr. DINGLEY. I should like to ask the gentleman if the effect 
of the passage of these two bills is to create three new offices, 
namely, surveyor, receiver, and i 

Mr. LACEY. The effect of the 
namely, a surveyor- general, at a salary of $2,000 a year. At pres- 
ent the other parties perform the duties of register and receiver 
and receive the compensation. There will be no extra expense on 
account of that. The only expense added to the administration of 
affairs in Alaska will be the $2,000 for surveyor-general. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Twenty-five hundred dollars. 

Mr. LACEY. No; $2,000. There is an amendment proposed to 
strike out the $500; and the increased business in opening 3 that 
country for settlement will more than pay this expense. It will 
be an asset rather than a liability, in my judgment. The Depart- 
ment has asked this relief for several years. 

Mr. DINGLEY. And the committee are satisfied that the crea- 
tion of this officer, the surveyor-general, is absolutely necessary 
for the protection of the public interest? 

Mr. LACEY. Unquestionably so. The marshal is now required 
to perform the duties of that ofice, without being qualified to do 
so, and without having the time. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Does he receive the com tion? 

Mr. LACEY. He receives the compensation. 

—5 McMILLIN. We are unable to hear the gentleman’s state- 
men 

Mr. LACEY. Did the gentleman hear the report read? 

Mr. McMILLIN. I heard the report read. 

Mr. LACEY. Iwas only explaining, Mr. 9 that the onl 
additional expense would be the salary of the surveyor-general. 
The now receives the fees of that office, which are about 
enough to pay the surveyor-general. Practically it will involve 
no apene and it will facilitate the transaction of the land busi- 
ness there. There is quite a settlement opining up in Alaska, and 

mining interests are being developed in 


t country. 
. McMILLIN. Have the 


2 — uties of the 5 to that 
degree t they can not y perform y those upon 
whom they were devolved by original act? 

Mr. LACE Y. The original act requires double duty on the part 
of the marshal. It is reported to us from the Secretary of the In- 
terior and the Commissioner of the General Land Office that the 

can not ‘orm these duties satisfactorily. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to ask the gentleman if this 
is the same bill that was considered last session? 

Mr. LACEY. It has never been considered. It was reported, 
but never considered. 2 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Does this provide for the representation 
of the Territory? 

Mr. LACEY. It is nothing but a land bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, The gentleman will remember that we 
had the other bill pending last session. It is not that, is it? 

Mr. LACEY. It is not that bill. 

Mr. BAKER of New ee I would like to ask the 28 
tleman if this o the lands of Alaska to settlement? Is there 
any change in existing land laws of that Territory? 

Ar. LACEY. There is no change whatever. This is simply to 
carry out the existing law. 

The SPEAKE there objection to the consideration of the 
two bills reported to the House? [After a pause.] The Chair 
hears none. The 1 is on the engrossment and third read - 

of the bill H. R. 7087. 
e bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 

The SPEAKER, The Clerk will now report the next bi 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 7088) to create the office of surveyor-general in Alaska. 

The SPEAKER. To this the committee reports an amendment, 
which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In section 2, line 2, after the word “thousand,” strike out the words “five 
hundred;” so as to read “at the rate of $2,000 per annum.“ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


ill is to create one new office, |. 


On motion of Mr. LACEY, a motion to reconsider the votes by 
which the several bills were passed was laid on the table. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. POWERS. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded. 


RESIGNATION OF A MEMBER. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the following commu- 
nication from the secretary of state of New York. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
STATE or New YORK, OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE, 
y, January 4, 1897. 


DEAR Sır: Hon. FRANK S. BLACK has resigned the office of Bepremntenve 
in s for the Nineteenth district of the State of New Yor! 


ery truly, yours, A 
JNO. PALMER, Secretary of State. 
Hon. THOMAS B. REED, K 
Speaker House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD FUNDING BILL, 


The SPEAKER. The regular order is that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
for the p of considering the Pacific railroad funding bill 
(H. R. 8189), and the gentleman from New York, Mr. PAYNE, will 
take the chair. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. Payne in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
for the consideration of the bill H. R. 8189, The Clerk will first 

the order. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resol That on Thursday, Jam 7, 1897, 

3 House shall Seales itsel? into Sn ae —.— 


Whole 
on the state of the Union for the consideration of H. R. 8189, entitled A 
bill to amend an act entitled ‘An act to aid in the construction of a railroad 
h lin tho and to secure 
1 a 
y an 

first-mentioned 
vide for the settlement of cla 
the construction of ci n 
edness to the United States of ce companies therein mentioned; 
said bill shall be considered under the rules governing gene: bate d 
the said day and the day follow until the hour of 5 o'clock p. m., at whi 
time general debate si close, and then said bill shall be open toamendment 
and consideration under the five-minute rule until 5 p. m. the following day, 
at which time the committee shall rise and re; the and pending amens* 
be considered as ordered 


ments tothe House. The previous question shall 
on the 1 and the bill to its 9 and the final vote 
thereon shall of the 


taken immediately after the reading Journal on Mon- 
day, January ll. 
The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report the bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill to amend an act entitled “An act to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road ph line from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to 
S 
tioned act, and acts thereof and supplemental thereto, and 
to vide for the settlement of claims 8 the issue of bonds to 
aid in the construction of certain peer aas A and to secure the payment of all 
indebtedness to the United States of certain companies therein mentioned. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, this bill has been in print now 
for several months, and I suppose every gentleman of the House 
has examined it. I therefore ask unanimons consent to forego the 
— in extenso of the bill at this time, and in connection with 

at— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont asks unani- 
mous consent that the reading of the bill be dispensed with. Is 
there objection? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, I want to ask a question 
before I give consent. I understand the views written by the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL] have been exhausted also. I 
think we ought to have a reprint. 

Mr. PO RS. I would suggest to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee that in consequence of the fact that this billin its terms 
provides that it should take effect on the Ist of January, 1897, it 
will be necessary to reprint the bill; and I propose when the com- 
mittee rises to ask a reprint of the bill, making the necessary 
changes to conform to the change of dates. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And will you include with that request 
that there be a reprint of the views written by the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. BELL]? 

Mr. POWERS, Iwill, with a great deal of pleasure. 

Mr. HEPBURN, Mr. Chairman, there is one matter to which 
I would like to call the attention of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Pacific Railroads. É 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thefirst querian is, whether there is objec- 


tion to 3 with the reading of the bill? [After a pause.] 
The Chair hears no objection. F 
Mr. BELL of Texas. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask the tle- 
man from Vermont a question. I have a substitute which I have 
prepared and which I desire to offer and have voted upon, and I 
would ask him if he would not be willing to have an order made 


1897. 


to have it printed at the same time? Will you include that in your 
uest? = 
oiir. POWERS. I will include that in my request when the 
committee rises this afternoon. z 
Now, Mr. Chairman, by an understanding had with the mem- 
bers of the Committee on Pacific Railroads, the time for debate is 
to be equally divided between the friends and the opponents of 


this bill; and the same und contemplates that I shall 
control the time on behalf of the majority, and that the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. HUBBARD] control the time on the port 
of the minority. Lask unanimous consent that that understanding 
be confirmed by an order of the committee. ~ 

The CHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent is asked that the time 
for general debate be divided ip ge between the two sides, the 
affirmative to be controlled by gentleman from Vermont and 
the negative by the gentleman from Missouri 
Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair 
it is so ordered. The gentleman from Vermont. : 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, in opening the discussion upon 
this question, which I think the Honse will soon perceive is the 
most important question that will come before us for considera- 
tion at this session, I shall endeavor to address myself to the can- 
dor and sound judgment of the House. If there be any attempt 
during the pro of this debate to make appeals to the preju- 
dices of men, the opponents of this bill will have a monopoly of 
that privilege. It is a straight, simple, business proposition that 
we intend to submit to the consideration of the House. It is a 
proposition in the consideration of which an appeal is to be made 
tothe judgment of the members of this House as candid men. 
Very likely I can best serve the purpose that I am charged at this 
time with forwarding by calling attention for a few moments to 
the history of this Pacific railroad legislation, and, before going 
further, I would say that if any. tleman should desire to sub- 
mit to me any inquiries he will receive a more elaborate and 
intelligent answer if he will be kind enough to withhold them 
until {shall have concluded the main part of my remarks, because 
interruption will break the continuity of the story, and I think 
amore useful purpose will be served, and it will be more satis- 
factory to those who seek information in good faith, if they will 
make a note of any questions they desire to put and submit them 
when I shall have concluded my remarks. 

In 1862 begins the history of this great enterprise of construct- 
ing a railroad from the waters of the Missouri to the waters of 
the Sacramento in California. Many men, who had been called 
visionaries by the public, had, before 1862, advanced the theory 
that it was possible to build such a railroad, but none of those 
theories took form or shape until the war broke out in 1861, and 
the Administration then in power discovered that there was a sort 
of wavering loyalty to the American flag on the Pacific Coast, 
and, for patriotic reasons, desired the construction of a transcon- 
tinental railroad, an object which the people of California and of 
that section of country had long hoped for and that many men 
had had fond anticipations would some time be accomplished. 
The opportunity was a favorable one, but still you are to remem- 
ber that the country was then in the very throes of the greatest 
war of modern times. 

Notwithstanding all the obstacles that were presented by the 
condition of things then existing, the promoters of this enterprise, 
backed by an indulgent consideration on the part of Congress, 
set their faces toward the completion of this great work, and in 
a short time thereafter were enabled to see the full fruition of 
their hopes. In 1862 the promoters of this enterprise came and 
knocked at the doors of Congress for a charter and for such sub- 
stantial aid as the magnitude of the work seemed to demand. It 
was plain to everybody that private capital could not accomplish 
the desired result and that Government aid must be obtained; 
and thereupon Congress, listening with a willing ear to this a 
peal, in view of the considerations to which I have already referr 

ssed the act of July 1, 1862, by which the Union Pacific Railroad 
8 was chartered and endowed with all the usual fran- 
chises of a railroad e 
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ration, with power to construct a rail- 
road from the Missouri River on the east to the Pacific Ocean on 
west. At the same time, and as part of the same act, Congress 
endowed the Central Pacific Railroad Company of California, a 
corporation created by the legislature of that State, with the same 
Federal franchises that were conferred upon the Union Pacific 
Company. That is to say, instead of inco ting a distinct 
company for the western end of the eee lish: they took an 
existing corporation, which they had a perfect right to do, and en- 
dowed it with the additional Federal functions which would enable 
it to build this railroad not only through California, but also 
8 the intervening territory between California and the Mis- 
souri River. 

The act of 1862 provided that the two companies, the Union 
Pacific Company and the Central Pacific Company of California, 
should have, as substantial aid for the building of their - 
tive portions of the road, a i t land grant of each 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


nate section of land on either side of the line for a distance of 
10 miles—5 sections for every 10 miles. These lands were ted 
to these two corporations for the purpose of enabling them to 
construct the railroad which the Government so much desired. 
In addition to that, Congress gave to these companies a subsidy, 
as it is termed and will be termed in this discussion. That sub- 


sidy consisted of this, that the Government should issue thirty- 


year 6 per cent bonds and deliver them to the companies as fast 
as they completed the several sections of the road. 

The act of 1862 provided that on the completion of a section of 
40 miles of road and upon proof of that fact being made to the 
Secretary of the Treasury he should issue to the company, 
mile, the subsidy bonds in the ratio provided in the act. That 
ratio was that in the open country between the Missouri and the 
foothills of the Rocky Mountains the subsidy should be at the 
rate of $16,000 per mile. I call attention specifically to the fact 
that this subsidy was granted by the mile, and not as an entire 
amount. It was a subsidy by the mile upon completed sections 
of the railroad, and nothing else. The act further provided that 
in crossing over the Rocky Mountains, and also in crossing over 
the Sierras on the California end, the subsidy of $16,000 per mile 
should be tripled, making $48,000 per mile, and that between the 
Rockies and the Sierras, where the work of construction was more 
difficult than on the outside ends of the line, the subsidy should 
be twice the original amount, or $32,000 per mile. That was the 


magnificent grant, the splendid aid, which the Government of 
the United States rendered toward the completion of this great 
national highway. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, it is important for us to remember that 
to-day the building of a transcontinental line of railroad from the 
Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean is not a difficult work. We 
look upon it in the light of the past history of railroad building, 
and we see that four or five of these great transcontinental lines 
have been built. But when you go back to 1862 you find that this 
was looked upon as an almost impossible venture. The debates 
which were had here in Congress demonstrate that not one man 
in three had at that time the slightest idea thata road across what 
was then supposed to be the Great American Desert could be built, 
or that engineering skill was adequate to the task of mastering 
the summits of the Rocky and the Sierra mountains. But it was 
done. Looking at it from the standpoint of the men who took 
this work in hand, it is not strange that in spite of the great patri- 
otic purpose which the Administration had in view at that time— 
the demand for the construction of this road for the public good 
there was still great hesitation at the almost impassable obstacles 
that presented themselves to the promoters of this enterprise. 

But these companies went forward. Under the act of 1862 they 
endeavored to enlist private capital in the enterprise. But it 
looked so chimerical—it looked to business men so practicall 
absurd—that very little money was raised, and the scheme 
to be paralyzed from the start. So those men came back to Con- 
gress in 1864 and said to the members of both Houses: We can 
not raise the necessary capital to construct these railroads; we 
are hampered by the fact that the Government itself, under the 
act of 1862, is to have a bottom mort on the railroad; we can 
not raise monsy ourselves to build the road. But we ask you to 
permit these companies to place upon the road a first mortgage 
underlying the claim of the Government; and with the sale of the 
bonds and the proceeds of that mortgage, plus the aid that is to 
be rendered by the Government, we can assure Congress that the 
road can be constructed.” - 

In 1864 Congress had the same patriotic ardor for the construc- 
tion of these roads that it had in 1862. It very readily, therefore, 
granted this request, and the distinctive characteristic of the leg- 
islation of 1864 is the fact that the Government stepped back one 
pace in the lien which it was to impose on these roads and the 
securities for the repayment of the subsidy which had been given 
them, and allowed the companies themselves to place beneath the 
morkgage of the Government a mortgage of prior Mage prem upon 
which they could realize money for the prosecution of this enter- 


prise. 

Now, those two acts—the act of 1862 and the act of 1864—con- 
tain the charters of the Union and Central Pacific railroads, so 
far as the provisions of these charters are important for us to 
consider to-day. The whole legislation is there found, and it is 
readily accessible to members, It is embraced in the report of 
the Commissioner of Railroads for 1895, and this is accompanied 
with the digest of the decisions of the Supreme Court on this sub- 
ject. In passing, I may say that from the time this legislation 
was enacted down to this day various questions have arisen be- 
tween the Government and these companies, and all necessary 
information on this subject is comprised in a nutshell in the re- 
port of the Commissioner of Railroads for 1895. 

Now, the Supreme Court has decided that under this legislation 
the security of the Government rests upon that portion of the 
railroad line that was actually aided by the Government. As 


everybody knows, the Union Pacific Railroad is now or was until 
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recently a great system of railroad lines embracing nearly 8,000 
miles, whereas the original line as projected under the legislation 
of 1862 and 1864 embraced only about 1,800 miles. The Central 
Pacific Railroad of California, as it existed under the original 
legislation, embraced only the line from Ogden, in the State of 
Utah, to San Jose. in the State of California, a distance of about 
860 miles; but to-day the Central Pacific system embraces a large 
number of additional lines that have been brought into it by pur- 
chase and by new construction. 

But before 1 go any further, I desire to call the attention of the 
House for a moment to the geography of this situation. When 
the legislation of 1862 was first proposed, there arose an earnest 
contention between different towns on the Missouri River for the 
eastern terminus of the road. In fact, there were as many towns 
and cities contending for that terminus as contended for the honor 
of the birthplace of Homer. Sioux City (then a trading post up 
in the northern part of Iowa), Omaha (or Council Bluffs, on the 
opposite side of the river), Atchison, Leavenworth, Kansas City, 
and other towns were thus contending. By reason of this fact 
the friends of the measure itself were divided into factions, each 
body of the friends of the road clamoring for the locality in their 
own particular section. Such things, perhaps, are in accord with 
the judgment and observation of members here as to what human 
nature is in this world. Ths result was that Congress, in order 
to compose this difficulty and to quiet this contention, provided 
that the starting point upon the Union Pacific Railroad should be 
on the one hundredth meridian of longitude. Instead of starting 
on the Missouri River, they went away out 394 miles into Kansas 
and 250 miles or some such distance into Nebraska, to the one 
hundredth meridian, and provided that the line of road should 
start at that common point. They also provided that from that 
point—the one hun th meridian—branch lines should be con- 
structed to all these contending cities and towns. Thus every- 
body’s desire was met, and the railroad became an accomplished 
fact. : 

When, however, they came to construct the road, it soon became 
a ent that all these branch lines were uncalled for. To make 
a long story short, and without going into a recital of the various 
legislation that was had on the subject, I may say that it all came 
down at last to this: The main line of the Union Pacific Railroad 
started from Omaha, in the State of Nebraska, and ran west to Og- 
den,in the State of Utah. Here is the line traced by this black line 
onthemap. [Illustrating.] Another branch of themainlinestarted 
from Kansas City and ran west to the one hundredth meridian, a 
distance of 394 miles, Practically, the distance is a few rods less 
than that, but that statement is near enough. So that the Union 
Pacific Railroad when constructed . of its main line from 
Omaha to Ogden and the lower line from Kansas City sinning 
394 miles west. And, Mr. Chairman, in that connection, I woul 
gay to the committee that this lower line to which I have just 
called your attention is the old Kansas corporation known as the 
Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western Railroad. They had a charter 
from the Territorial legislature of Kansas authorizing them to 
build a Pacific railroad. Congress, in the act of 1862, provided 
that that road should be a part of the Union Pacific system; that 
it should participate in the subsidy and in the land grant as well 
as any other portion of the main line of road. 

The black line on this map, to which I have called your atten- 
tion, indicates that portion of the Union Pacific system that was 
subsidized by the Government of the United States—that portion 
of the road which received Government aid. 

Now, I wish to call the attention of the committee to the fact 
that the Supreme Court of the United States decided that the 
bond-aided portion of the upper line began at a point about 3} 
miles west of the bri across the Missonri River, that initial 
point having been fixed by the President of the United States, and 
that the aid only extends to a point 33 miles west of this Omaha 
Bridge. On the lower line, or the Kansas City line, this portion of 
the railroad entitled to the subsidy and covered by the mortgage 
begins at a point one-half mile distance from the union station at 
Kansas City, and, as I have already stated, runs out a distance of 
some 394 miles. That, in short, is the sory of the legislation and 
the geographical routes of the roads as well as the part of the line 
that is covered by the subsidy. 

In 1864 Congress relieved the Union Pacific Company of any 
obligations to build the road to Sioux City. Afterwards another 
company took it and built the road down the east side of the Mis- 
souri River to a point about 100 miles distant, and there crossed 
the river and joined the main line at Fremont, in Nebraska, I 
think, if Iam correct in the name; and that was aided by the Gov- 
ernment. So also was the Central Branch of the Union Pacific. 
The various towns, as I have shown, were contending for the road, 
and it was provided that what is known as the Central Pacific 
Branch, midway between the upper and lower branches of the 
Union Pacific, should be granted aid for a distance of 100 miles, 
put it terminated at that point. So much for the Union Pacific. 

Now, the Central Pacific- Railroad started originally as a Cali- 
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fornia corporation. They were authorized by the act of Congress 

of 1862 and the act of 1864 to continue the construction of their 

road not only to the western line of Nevada—the limit of the State 

line —but also to enable them to build eastwardly until they met 

the Union Pacific, which was being constructed westward. That 

at Lamas ed in brief of the beginning of the construction of these 
0 8. 

It is easy to see, Mr. Chairman, that with this magnificent land 
grant given to the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific syste 
as well as the subsidy granted to each, it became a question o 
rivalry between them as to which should get the largest share, 
It became a race of diligence between the tral road, buildi: 
from the west, and the Union Pacific, from the east, to see which 
could get the most of this grant by the Government, because the 
land grant and the subsidy were paid to both of them by the mile 
and the more miles that any road could get in, the more land and 
the more subsidy it would be entitled to. The result of it was 
that these roads built right by each other in the vicinity of Salt 
Lake for a distance of about 80 miles, which was graded by the 
Central Pacific east of Ogden, the present terminus of the road; 
and the Union Pacific shot by where the work of the Central 
Pacific was going on; and then each of the roads came to Congress 
claiming the land nt and subsidy for the ‘additional mileage 
thus constructed. Congress settled the matter by the act passed 
in 1869, which provided that the point of junction between the 
two roads should be at a certain point about 5 miles west of Ogden. 
_ This diligence resulted in another strange fact. Under the leg- 
islation of 1864 the roads had up to July 1, 1876, to complete the 
line, a distance of more than 2,000 miles. They had to cross the 
Rocky Mountains, the Sierras, as well as to traverse the t in- 
tervening arid space between the two. But this race of diligence 
enabled these companies, under the most formidable obstacles, to 
build the complete roads to the satisfaction of the Government; 
and they were accepted by the Government on the 10th day o 
te Punta four years after they had struck the first blow in the 
wor 

Now, why did the Government want these roads built? I will 
show you. They were paying for the transportation of the mails 
overland to California, as well as to other points on the Pacitic 
coast, a sum total of between seven and eight million dollarsa 
year. After the roads were built this was cut down from 
$8,000,000 a year to a little over $1,000,000. They were compelled, 
before the building of the roads, to incur very heavy expense in 
the transportation of their supplies for the Indian agencies, their 
munitions of war, their tr „and other matters of freight. By 
the building of this road they were enabled to cut down this 
expense in an equally large ratio. 

Not only that. Prior to the building of these roads that great 
and almost boundless empire that lies between these two ranges of 
mountains, with millions of public lands for sale, was practically 
cut out from the world. No man wanted to go there and settle, 
and therefore no man would buy an acre of that land. But by 
pushing this line of railroad through ee pete these lands to sale 
and to settlement, and thousands and ions of inhabitants are 
to-day living in that region that was opened up by the enterprise 
of these men that had this matter in charge. And I may say right 
here in passing, that if the Government of the United States should 
lose every dollar of its indebtedness against these companies, 
should make a free gift of it, it could still credit the companies 
and itself with more than ten times as much in dollars and cents 
as it has ever expended in the construction of these roads. Why, 
the building of this Union Pacific through Nebraska and Kansas 
has strung together towns and cities like beads, and has carried 
civilization out through that country and across the Rockies, 
through its open portals to that great plain beyond; and we to-day 
are enjoying the blessings of it, not least among which is the pres- 
ence on this floor of the genial gentlemen from Colorado and 
Utah, and Nevada, and other States out there that we should never 
8 have heard of had it not been for the building of this 
road. It opened up the great silver-mining industries of the 
country. Colorado, Utah, and Nevada were opened up, and the 
nunes of that country were worked. Why, we never should have 
heard of a free-silver party if it had not been for the opening up 
of thatcountry. I donot know that that is any argument in sup- 
port of the passage of this bill. [Laughter.] 

Now, in short, this is the way in which the Government got into 
this fix. The Government away back, under the act of 1862, under- 
took to secure to itself the payment of these subsidy bonds, and 
the plan which they then adopted, in the light of the facts then 
existing, was undoubtedly a safe one to calculate upon. They 
provided that the issue of these subsidy bonds upon the comple- 
tion of each 40 miles of railroad—the delivery of these bonds to 
the companies—should ipso facto create a statutory lien upon that 
section of road, and to secure pennen they provided that this 
statutory lien should be a first lien, and that the roads, in addi- 


tion to that security, should pay into the Treasury of the United 
States a sum of money equal to 5 per cent of its net earnings after 
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the road was constructed. It was supposed that this 5 per cent of 
the net earnings would be sufficient to meet the current obliga- 
tions of the Government as they matured. 

At that time, as you will remember, this was the only line in 
contemplation. Nobody dreamed that the Atlantic and Pacific, 
the Texas Pacific, the Northern Pacific, the Canadian Pacific, or 
three or four other competing lines that have since been built, 
would ever be constructed. Everybody suppor that all the 
freight and all the passengers that were moved between the East 
and the West were to go over this line and that the business there- 
fore would be immense. But in the progress of time, these pro- 
moters having demonstrated that a road could be built over the 
Rockies, other men interested themselves in competing lines, and 
in a very short time four or five of these lines have been constructed. 
Therefore the receipts of these two companies have been lessened 
by that active competition on the part of other lines. 

We are not to say that the Congress of 1862 acted in a short- 
sighted manner, because as things then appeared to them it was 
doubtless a sound piece of reasoning to say that the 5 per cent of 
the net earnings of these companies paid into the sinking fund 
would pay off this indebtedness in the end. 

Now, matters ran along in this way until 1878. Mind you, the 
road was finished in 1869 and accepted by the Government. The 
Government, indeed, during the whole progress of construction 
had its commissioners to inspect the work as it went along, week 
by week, month by month, and year by year, and if there was 
any criticism to be made, those commissioners had the right to 
pont it out to these companies and have any wrong corrected. 

ut the work was accepted. 

It was soon seen, after the roads started in and these other com- 
peting lines were projected and completed, that the proyision 
made under the legislation of 1862 and 1864 would be insufficient 
to meet the debt at its maturity. . 

The Supreme Court of the United States had meantime decided 
that the interest upon the subsidy bonds was not due from the 
companies until the maturity of the bonds. The provision in the 
statute is that the bonds shall be issued running thirty years, 
the interest thereon payable r and that these com- 

nies should meet and pay that interest. But the court says, and 

think it is a unanimous opinion, that under the language used 
in that enactment the interest upon the subsidy bonds paid by the 
Government could not be taken from the company until the prin- 
cipal of the debt matured. And the result of that is the interest 
has been accumulating against these companies, and to-day we 
are confronted with a vast amount of unpaid interest, as well as 
the balance of principal. 

In 1878 this matter was again taken in hand by Congress, and 
Judge Thurman, then a Senator from the State of Ohio, prepared 
and secured the pare of a bill known as the Thurman Act, the 
essential provisions of which, so far as this question is concerned, 
are these: That instead of paying into the 8 Sor cent of 
its net earnings, which upon an actual experience roved to 
be insufficient, the Thurman Act provides that there shall be 25 

r cent of the net earnings paid in. I ought to have said, in pass- 

g, what the two acts of 1862 and 1864 provides. The act of 1862 
provided that the whole amount of the indebtedness from the Gov- 
ernment to the railroads for the transportation of mails, for the 
transportation of its troops, and for other purposes, should be 
retained by the Government. 

In 1864 Congress modified that by providing that of these trans- 
portation charges only one-half should be retained in the Treas- 
ury and the other half paid to the company. You observe that 
the Government thus was one of the very best customers of these 
roads. It had to pay these roads an enormous sum, and they 
took care to provide in the act itself that they should not be 
charged any higher rate than that charged private individuals for 
similar service. These transportation charges, which were enor- 
mous in amount, were to be retained, under the act of 1862, alto- 
gether in the Treasury; under the act of 1864 one-half only, and 
under the act of 1878, the Thurman Act, the whole was to be 
retained, but one-half of it should be applied to the current inter- 
est on the subsidy bonds, and the other half go to the sinking 
fund, the theory of the Thurman Act being that one-half of its 
transportation charge, plus some other reserve, would take care 
of the current interest on these bonds, and the sinking fund itself 
would at the maturity of the bonds be large enough, if well 
invested, to take care of the principle. 

Now, I will restate these propo-itions, because it is a pretty 
important piece of arithmetic. Under the act of 1862 the security 
retained bythe Government was a first mortgage on the road, plus 
5 per cent of the net earnings and the whole transportation 
charges; under the act of 1864 the security of the Government was 
a second mortgage on the road, plus 5 per cent of the net earnings 
and one-half the transportation charges; under the Thurman Act 
of 1878 the security of the Government was 25 per cent of the net 
earnings, made up in this way: First, the transportation charges 
that the Government would be owing to the road as a debtor; sec- 


ond, 5 per cent of the net earnings; third, such a proportion of the 
aggregate sum of $1,200,000 in the case of the Central Pacific, and 
$800,000 in the case of the Union Pacific, should be paid into the 
Treasury of the United States, which with the other two reserva- 
tions, transportation charges, and 5 per cent, would aggregate in 
the whole 25 per cent of their net earnings, 

Now, if I have not made myself understood on that proposition, 
I desire that some gentleman advise me of the fact, use it is 
an important consideration. 

Now, then, Judge Thurman, in one of the most elaborate dis- 
cussions of this question that has ever been made in its entire his- 
tory, practically demonstrated, as the reader will see, the facts 
that his P phi en amply secured the repayment of this money. 
Why did it fail? Why, it failed, Mr. Chairman, just as many 
times the best laid plans of men as well as mice fail. The reduc- 
tion in the rates of transportation was a Mek tar ortant contribut- 
ing factor to mig about this result. The freight rates from the 
east to the west have been going down, down, down, as time 
advanced, to such a point that they hardly pay the charge made 
necessary by that transportation. This, however, is not peculiar 
to the history of these roads. Itis peculiar to the history of all 
railroads in this country. How many of these roads have gone 
into the hands of receivers from the same cause exactly? Not 
only that, but the Government itself has divided this tronage 
with the Pacific roads. Instead of sending all its freight, all its 
transportation business over this line, the child of its own crea- 
tion, the child that it should nourish and encourage, especially if 
it expected a repayment of its debt, it has divided its patronage. 
Some of it has gone to the Central Pacific, much of it to the Santa 
Fe, and much of it has gone to the other roads, thereby reducin, 
the receipts in the treasury of the company, and to a correspond- 
ing degree the receipts in the Treasury of the United States have 
necessarily been cut down. 

But that is no fault of the railroads. It was a wise policy that 
promoted the building of these other lines. Other sections of this 
country needed opening and development as well as that central 
portion, and therefore the Government was wise in encouragin 
it, and no man has a right to criticise that policy; but the neces- 
sary result of it was to diminish the earning capacity of these 
roads which the Government itself had assisted in building, and 
theréfore that policy contributed very largely to bringing the road 
into its present insolvent condition. 

The Thurman Act was based upon the theory that Government 
money was worth 5 per cent interest, and if that theory had proved 
correct, no doubt the Thurman Act would have worked out the 
result anticipated by its author. But instead of the Government 
borrowing money at 5 per cent interest, it can borrow at a rate 
nearer to 2 per cent, and this appreciation in the credit of our 
Government, which ought to thrill with pleasure the heart of 
every patriotic American, has also contributed very largely to the 
disastrous result which has overtaken these roads. 

Mr. BOATNER. Does the gentleman from Vermont advocate 
the passage of this bill on the ground that the management of the 
Sompanos has been such that they have paid to the Government 
all that judicious and proper management would have enabled 
them to 8 

Mr. P RS. I do; and I might as well come right to that 

oint now as at any other time. My friend from Louisiana [Mr. 

OATNER]I was a member of the Committee on Pacific Railroads 
two years ago, and I know what his views are. His views are 
that the promoters of these railroads are a set of rascals, that they 
have got rich, and that they ought to disgorge and pay off this 
debt themselves. Now, if they have got rich out of the United 
States of America, I say amen to his proposition. But if, on the 
other hand, they have discharged every obligation they were under 
to the Government and have got rich from other sources, I say it 
is none of our business. Isay that men who will build a railroad 
through snow banks 35 feet deep, and who will shed over miles of 
a railroad so that they can go on through the storms of winter and 
complete their road and operate it, men who undertook an enter- 
prise that nobody had any faith in when they started upon it, 
ought to get rich if they succeed in accomplishing what people 
generally supposed to be an impossible task. I do not mean that 
they ought to get rich out of the Government, but if in the exer- 
cise of their wits they get rich I say that is their business. 

Mr. BOATNER. The gentleman from Vermont—— 

Mr. POWERS. I decline to yield further, Mr. Chairman. I 
would yield to the gentleman, but I know he is going to have time 
in this debate, so that he will have full opportunity to advocate 
his side of the question. 

Let me suppose a practical case by way of illustration. The 
Government has been engaged for several years past in buildin, 
in this city the most magnificent Library building on the face o 
the earth. I thinkit was Mr. Batterson. of Connecticut, who took 
the contract for that work. My friend from Connecticut [Mr. 
HII L.] nods his assent. Mr. James G. Batterson, of Connecticut, 
took the contract to construct that Library for $6,000,000, a large 
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sum of money. The Government made ark ians and specifica- 
tions and said to Mr. Batterson: “If you will go ahead and con- 
struct that building we will pay you six millions.” 

Now, suvpose that Mr. Batterson made a net profit of $2,000,000 
upon the work. is that any reason why he should be called upon 
to disgorge those two millions? Is it any reason why we should 
mark own as a “rascal ” because he has succeeded by his 
wit, by his enterprise, by his intelligence, in making a handsome 

fit on the job? Certainly not. Government said to these 
Pacific road companies: “Gentlemen, we want a line of railroad 
constructed from the Missouri River to the Pacific Coast; we want 
to open up our great possessions between the two great ranges of 
mountains; we want to lessen the cost of transporting supplies 
and munitions of war across the continent, and supplies for the 
Indians to the interior of our country; we want a cheaper mode 
of transportation. If you will take all the risk and peril of build- 
ing the road and will construct it to our satisfaction, we will give 
you so much money, we will give yousuch and sucha land grant, 
and we will lend you each $33,000,000 by way of subsidy, which 
ou may repay according to the terms of contract. If these con- 
ditions are acceptable to you, go on and build the road.” 

Now, if those companies went on and built the road, what man 
is there outside of a lunatic asylum who will say that they have 

t rich out of the Government? They have gotten out of the 

vernment just exactly what the Government contracted to 
give them; no more. Not only that, but under the provisions of 
acts of 1862 and 1864. as well as the Thurman Act of 1878, they 
have paid into the Treasury of the United States, notwithstanding 
the fact that the Union Pacific Company during the last three 
ears has been in the hands of a receiver, every dollar that the 
ernment required of them. Nota cent has been defaulted. 
Where, then, is the ground for saying. as my friend from Louisi- 
ana [Mr. BOATNER] will say when he comes to discuss this ques- 
tion, that the men who built this railroad ought to“ disgorge ” 
and pay this debt themselves? They are nothing but stockholders 
ina company. If any of yougentlemen are stockholders 
in an insolvent bank, do you pull out your own pocketbooks and 
pay its debt, or do yon insist that the bank itself must pay? 
Ar. BOATNER. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. POWERS. I decline to be interrupted, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. BOATNER. Well, if 3 declines to be inter- 
rupted, I beg him not to un to state what I am going to 


ir. POWERS. i 
r. RS. Well, Mr. Chairman, I know what the gentle- 
man is going tosay. [Laughter.] We might just as well under- 
stand it now as at any other time. Now, I repeat, these railroad 
companies have discharged every obligation which they were 
under to the Government, and you are to note, gentlemen, that 
the obligations imposed upon these roads were imposed by you. 
Your predecessors, who occupied these seats, imposed the obliga. 
tions. They fixed the requirements to which the companies should 
be held. ey provided that the companies should pay so much 
into the Treas every year, and if it was not enough you might 
qos: as well scold about your predecessors here as to scold about 

e companies, and you might do it more reasonably, because the 
company had no voice in fixing the obligation. The ess of 
the United States, the supreme power, fixed that requirement at 
its own will, and usually the companies had no voice in the mat- 
ter. If they fixed it at toolowasum, we must simply scold about 
the faulty judgment of our predecessors. Weall know that there 
never was a Congress assembled on this continent that was so wise, 
80 pure, and so handsome as the present e [Laughter.] 

hey fulfilled all those obligations. What been the result? 

Why, gentlemen, the result of those requirements exacted of those 
companies has been this, that the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
has actually paid into the Treasury 85.000.000 more than the total 
amount of the subsidy bonds originally granted to them. I reit- 
erate that statement: The Union Pacific has returned to the 
Treasury of the United States the total principal of the subsidy 
bonds issued to it plus $5,000,000, and the Central Pacific has 
returned into the Treasury under those various requirements a 
sum that lacks only about $10,000,000 of the amount originally 
granted to that road. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Will the gentleman state the 
whole amount paid in? 

Mr. POWERS. Iwill give those figures in a few moments. I 
will state, however, that they appear in the report of the majority 
of the committee. 


So that these railroad companies have actually returned to the 
United States Treasury all the money that was originally granted 
to them, less about $5,000,000. That leaves, therefore, this differ- 
ence of $5,000,000, plus the accrued interest; and that is the most 
ee item of the whole; that is the subject-matter of this 

tion. 
ow, without taking more time on this branch of the subject, 
I will go at once to the provisions of the bill which the majority 
of this committee have proposed for your consideration, 
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Mr. CORLISS. If the gentleman will allow a question, I would 
like him to state, before he proceeds further, what the indebted- 
ness of these roads to the Government was at the time the roads 
were practically completed. g 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman will find those figures in the 
majority report; but I may as well call attention tọ them now. 
I should say that the report to which I now refer was made up at 
the last session of 8 and therefore it is six months short 
in the computations of interest that should be allowed. I make 
this explanation so that gentlemen may not be misled. I have, 
however, in my desk a statement, which I may as well now refer 
to, of the exact amount of this indebtedness as it will be on the 
Ist day of July next. As I have already said, the bill under con- 
sideration was prepared last winter. Its terms contemplate that 
it shall go into effect on the Ist day of Jan 1807. t time 
having passed, it is necessary to revise the bill, substituting July 
for Jan at the appropriate places in the bill. 

On the 18th of last 8 after it was understood that this 
= gar to be brought up at this sa for ee E wrote to 

e Treasury Department, asking for a computation of the amount 
of the debt of both these roads as well as the amount of the sink- 
ing fund applicable to them. I have here a letter of Mr. Curtis 
the Assistant Secretary, transmitting this statement. The actual 
amount due, I will say to the gentleman from Michi wr} ag Cor- 
LISS}, on the Ist day of next July from the Central Paci c will be 
$57,904,177.36, as appears from the report of the Government 
actuary, which I holdin my hand. On the same date the actual 
amount due from the Union Pacific Railroad will be $53,289,593.45; 
that is the net balance. 

Mr. SPALDING. That includes the accrued interest? 

Mr. POWERS. It includes everything; it is the grand total of 
the whole debt. r 

Mr. CORLISS. Neither the statement which the gentleman 
has made nor the report to which he has referred us gives dis- 
tinctly the mformation for which I asked. 

Mr. POWERS. Did the gentleman want the original amount 
of the indebtedness? 

Mr. CORLISS. Yes, sir; the indebtedness when the roads were 
completed. 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman will excuse me; I thought he 
wanted the present amount. . 

When the first subsidies were granted, the Union Pacific and 
the Kansas Pacifc (that is this iy gene line displayed on the ma 
and this lower line extending 394 miles, which is all oner 
received from the Government $33,539,512; and the Central Pacific 
Railroad of California and also the Western Pacific, which is now 
a pary of the Central Pacific, received $27,855,680. 

. FAIRCHILD. Is the difference between the amount of the 
original indebtedness and the at the t time made 
up solely by the interest that has not been paid? 

Mr. PO that and by the application of the sinking 
fund. Now, then, this Congress is confronted with this condition: 
These subsidy bonds have some of them already matured, and the 
balance of them mature on the Ist day of Jan , 1898, and the 
ist day of January, 1899. The time for action come. The 
Government must do something to close out its relations with 
these roads. The President of the United States under the act 
of 1887 already has authority to foreclose the lien of the Govern- 
ment, and if necessary, pay off the underlying first mortgage. 
The first question, therefore, that presents itself to us is this: Is it 
wise business policy for the Government to foreclose its lien or to 
seize the property, as some gentlemen contend it may be seized un- 
der the act of 1862, and get out of it what it can by the foreclosure? 

Supposing that these gentlemen are right—that the Government 
can seize this property; the act of 1862 provides that upon a de- 
fault in the payment of this interest as it matures the Govern- 
ment shall be authorized to take possession of the property; but 
every lawyer knows that that does not mean at all that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury can walk into the office of this company and 
demand possession of the road and its property, and by force of 
arms or otherwise actually take possession. It means that he can 
take sion only by judicial process. He must resort to some 
judicial process if his request is not granted bly. That im- 
plies litigation. That raises all the questions that the company 
might raise as to the right of the Government to dothat. It does 
more: It would require that the Government pay off its under- 
lying first mortgage in order to realize any benefit from the seiz- 
ure. Suppose that the Government, instead of taking that course, 
should foreclosethe mortgage by proceedings in the courts. Now, 
under the practice of the Federal courts where this case would go, 
the Government does not have what is known in New England as 
a strict foreclosure; that is, when the mortgage upon the fore- 
closure takes the property itself. 

Under the Federal Legislature the procedure must be to e 
the property to public sale. The Government, therefore, if it fore- 
closes the mortgage, must put the road and its property up at auc- 
tion subject to the lien of the first mortgage, or it must pay off the 
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lien and sell the fee of the property. Is that wise? Now, let us 
consider that matter for a moment. What would it amount to? 
It will cost the Government, to pay off the eae AA 

upon theroad, between sixty and seventy millions of d 7 

the condition of the Treasury at this time, and the condition of 
the business of the country, warrant us in imposing on the Treas- 
ury a burden of sixty or seventy millions of dollars for the pur- 
pose of trying an experiment—for the p of trying the experi- 
ment of foreclosing the mortgage, and trying to get something for 
the property or the land that is left behind? Is it a wise proceed- 
ing? Would we do that in our dealings with individuals? 

y, gentlemen, it seems to me that the absurdity of the propo- 
sition needs no illustration. Take a common case familiar in your 
own business experience and illustrated in everyday life. If you 
have a man who owes you a debt—and every man who hears me 
has undoubtedly some time in his business life had an insolvent 
debtor to deal with—if he had an insolvent debtor, and he held a 
second m on the farm, a farm encumbered by an under- 
lying mortgage big enough to sweep it all away, would he send 
for the debtor and say to NAS what you propose to say to these 
railroads? rag lero he conduct the business? W. = he oe 7 
by pounding hi btor, swearing at him, calling him a thief, 
abusing him for the faults committed in the past; or would he 
deal with him on a business footing and proceed to get the very 
best settlement available? Would he say to him, “My dear sir, 
you are a gambler, or a thief; you are dabbling in politics, or 
worse, you have been dabbling with Polly, and to punish you for 
your sins I decline to deal with you on a sound business basis or 
on ordinary business principles. I will sacrifice your property as 
a punishment for your past sins, although probably by the same 
operation I lose the amount of my debt.” Would any sensible 
man act in that way? That would be the act of a child. It would 
be simple. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. HULL in the chair). The time of the 
gentleman from Vermont has expired. - 

Mr. POWERS. I believe, Mr. Chairman, that I have, by the 
consent of the House, entire control of the time. 3 

The CHAIRMAN. That is correct; but under the rules of the 
House, even where unlimited time is within the control of a mem- 
ber, he is not allowed, except by unanimous consent, to occupy the 
floor for more than one hour. 

Mr. POWERS. I ask unanimous consent to proceed. I shall 
not detain the committee very much longer. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. I move that the gentleman be permit- 
ted to conclude his remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the gentleman from 
Vermont will proceed. 

There was no objection. -+ 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. I would like to ask the gentleman 
from Vermont a question in connection with the matter he has 
just been discussin g 

Mr. POWERS. Very well. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. If this property is now unable to pay 
the debt, why have you increased by q bill the first lien on the 
Union Pacific roađ for $21,000,000 and the first lien on the Central 
Pacific over $24,000,000? 

Mr. POWERS. Because we get two dollars for one of addi- 
tional security. But I will meet that point further on,if the gen- 
tleman wiil it me to proceed. 

Mr. CUR of Kansas. I make the suggestion for this rea- 
son, that the Union Pacific, according to the appraised value of 
the increased securities, is only worth $36.000,0U0 to-day, and the 
land is put in at $16,000,000. No one acquainted with the facts 
will dispute the assertion that that land is not worth $16,000,000 


now. 

Mr. POWERS. I will come to that later on. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, as I wus saying, as individuals dealing 
with an insolvent debtor we would be very likely to sax My 
dear sir, what I want to find out is your debt-paying capacity; the 
ability of your farm to meet the obligations. I want to know the 
average income of your farm under ordinary conditions?” When 
we have ascertained that fact we will adjust the burden to his 
shoulders in such way as he can bear it. Now, if by reducing our 
rate of interest and extending the debt for four or five years, it 
will enable him to work out from under the load and permit him 
to pay in full, why, mauifestly every man here would adopt that 
plan. We have adopted the same plan in all of our dealings here- 
tofore. We say that a foreclosure would be unavailing; that the 
receipts of the property would be unavailing from the fact that 
the thing you seize or foreclose is nothing in the world but an 
interior or underlying property. 

But suppose, for instance, the Secretary of the Treasury should 
go to Denver and take ion of the Union Pacific line, under 
the act of 1862,and begin to operate it. What would be the effect? 
Why, he would start his trains from Denver and get within 3 
miles of the bridge across the Missouri River, and be stopped 
there. There would be a fence built across his line and he could 


not get a mile farther without the consent of the parties who con- 
trol the remainder of the line. 

Mr. OGDEN. But could he not expropriate to get into the 
terminal point? 

Mr. PO You mean that it could be condemned under 
the right of eminent domain? 

Mr. OGDEN. Yes. 

Mr. POWERS. Ishould gay,no. If oneroad hasthe property 
condemned under that right y, there is no authority, as far 
as I know, that would allow another road to come in and con- 


demn again and take away the possession. 
Mr. OGDEN. Not if they are not sain 
Mr. POWERS. But they can use it. city of Omaha is a 
poat y, and the roads the East want to get in there. 
is not any trouble but what the bridge wiil used, and 


these terminals down in Kansas City will be used. If he wanted 
to start out his train for Denver over that line he would have to 
eee mile of track belonging to some one else before 

Ar. MAGUIRE. wil aps th permit a question? 

X e gentleman aq n? 

Mr. POWERS. Yes. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Is not Omaha as great a city from the West 
asan eastern terminal as it would be from the East for the other 


2 

Mr. POWERS. Well, I hope so. I do not know what the 
facts are. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Well, I should hope so. 

Mr. POWERS. It is a sry? big city from the East. 

Mr. SWANSON. I should to ask the gentleman a question 
for information, because I could not find it in the report. 1 sea 
you have, as the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Curtis} has said, 
an additional amount of $21,000,000-—— 

Mr. POWERS. I will explain that. 

Mr. SWANSON. What I want to know is how that item is 


made os 

Mr. POWERS. I should prefer not to be diverted from my line 
of thought, bécause I am coming right to that point. 

Mr. BARHAM. Will it interrupt the gentleman—— 

Mr. POWERS. I can not be interrupted by the gentleman 
from California [Mr. Barman]. He is going to talk, and he must 
talk in his own time. 

Mr. BARHAM. I wanted to ask about the Omaha Bridge. 

Mr. 8 I will give you all the information I have about 
it mtly. 

ow, as I have already said, if we are going to seize the prop- 
erty, or if we are going to foreclose the mortgages, it is important 
for us to consider what we are going to get under that proceed- 
ing. And, as you see, instead of getting a road with terminals 
and with these branch lines, a network of which, as you will 
observe, runs all along in connection with these roads; instead of 
getting a system that can be worked as a railroad, we get an 
empty withont terminals anywhere, and we have got to 
take our chances in dealing with somebody else. 

Now, it may be said that these owners of these terminals. per- 
haps, and the owners of these branch lines are in just as bad a 
predicament as we are, that they want the trunk lines as muchas 
we want their help. That is true, but how does that help the 
argument at all? It makes no difference what they want. The 
question is, What shall we have as a matter of legal right? And 
we have got to depend npo the graciousness of these ies or 
upon some inducement that we can hold out to them in order to 
have a completed railroad. That is what we are going to get. 

Not only that. This road would have to be put up at public 
sale under foreclosure p: i Who on earth would be likel 
to bid it off? Would yon or I or any outside party take the ri 
of stepping in and bidding on that property that was nothing but 
an interior property, without terminals or anything else? Cer- 
tainly not. We should not dare to. The ownership of these 
branch lines, the very ownership of these terminals, the very own- 
ership of everything essential to make that railroad worth a cop- 

is in the hands of other parties and probably hostile parties. 
ow, where will you find the man with capital, the man who has 
millions of money to invest, who will step into a hornets’ nest of 
that kind and make a bid? What is the practical result? These 
very men 0 yon are now scolding about, the very men who 
own the termi and own these connecting lines are the 3 
ones who can safely bid on the property, and probably they 
ce the only bidders. They would get the property at their own 
gures. 

Every man can see what that would necessarily lead to. So 
that the procedure of a foreclosure compels the Government to 
raise sixty or seventy millions more of money to put into this hop- 
per, and also leaves the Government with an insecure property 
after they have got their decree. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the gentleman permit me? 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. H we accept the bill of the committee, do 
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Re get 3 upon all of these terminals and branch lines clear 
through? 

Mr. POWERS. We do. I am coming right to that. 

Now, it struck the committee, and it has struck every com- 
mittee that has ever considered this subject since the Pacific rail- 
roads haye been built, it has struck all the railroad commissioners, 
everybody who has investigated the matter, and they have all 
reported with one voice, that the true way to solve this problem 
was to fund this debt by an extension at a lower rate of interest, 
get a security upon a line which, if we are obliged to take it, will 

a railroad line and not a section of a railroad line. 

This committee have therefore proposed this bill, the essential 
features of which are these: That the amount of the Government 
indebtedness shall be ascertained as of July 1 next. The present 
bill before you reads January 1; but, as I said before, this will 
have to be corrected, and I will ask for an amendment. On the 
Ist of July this indebtedness is to be ascertained by getting at the 
prosen worth of the subsidy bonds that have not yet matured, 

ringing them down to the Ist day of July, 1897, so that on that 
day we will know just exactly what is the debt from the railroad 
company to the Government; and that thereupon the companies 
themselves shall issue . bonds, taking up the exist- 
ing mortgage, not only on the ai portions of the lines, but on 
their entire system, issuing a first mortgage equal in amount to 
the e of their existing first mortgage; and that the Gov- 
ernment shall take a second mortgage, lapping over the same 

roperty, lapping over the terminals, the Onn Bridge, worth 

„000.000, an lapping over the Denver and Pacific road that runs 
from Denver to Cheyenne, and lapping over the branches forming 
the Union Pacific. In other words, a blanket mortgage, resting 
upon all this property, from branch to branch, tothe same extent 
as the first mortgage that we allow to be put on. 

Now, will we gain anything by that? My friend from Kansas 
called my attention to this fact. I say we do. We get a mort- 

age on a system of roads, We get a mortgage on a railroad 
instead of a mortgage on a portion of aline. It covers the whole 
thing, the terminals at Council Bluffs, the Omaha Bridge, the 
Omaha terminals, and on the line clear through. Essentially it 
covers also this line from Kansas City out to the three hundred 
and ninety-fourth milepost, where it now ends, to Denver, together 
with all the branches and feeders that supply this line. So that 
if the worst comes to the worst in the end and. the Government 
is obliged to foreclose its indebtedness, it can then take a prop- 
that can be operated as a railroad. There is one advantage. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. What would be the western terminus of 
that road that would be covered in the new mortgage to the Gov- 
ernment? 

= POWERS. Ogden. 

r. FAIRCHILD. How about the road still west of Ogden? 

Mr. POWERS. That is the Central Pacific. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. That is operated by the Southern Pacific? 

Mr. POWERS. That is now operated by the Southern Pacific. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. And this proposition would not include any 
of the property of the Southern Pacific? 

Mr. BOWE Certainly not. We can only deal with these 
two corporations as the Government has always dealt with them. 
The debt of the Government has not run against them jointly, but 


porary : 
Mr. FAIRCHILD. One more question. Can the gentleman 
state how many alterations have been made as to the security given 
by these roads since the original subsidy was granted to them? 

Mr. POWERS. Three. y 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. What better position would we be in fifty 
years from now, in view of the fact that we have no road farther 
west than Ogden, if they again should come in and ask for a fifth 
alteration? 

Mr. POWERS. The original act provides that these two lines 
sas be operated as one continuous line, and they always have 


n. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. But not a continuous mortgage. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. But not a continuous mortgage. 

Mr. POWERS. Congress could not make a continuous mort- 

ge over the two corporations. The Union Pacific is our several 
dobtar, and the Central Pacific is our several debtor. They are 
not our joint debtor; therefore we can not impose a joint mort- 


upon the two. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. But they are operated by the same men? 

Mr. POWERS. Not at all; they are operated by distinct cor- 
porations. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. By distinct railroad corporations, but by 
the same interest. 7 

Mr. POWERS. No, notin the same interest. The Union Pa- 
cific is ate in its interests from the Central Pacific, and the 


Central Pacific is separate in its interests from the Union Pacific, 


Mr. FAIRCHILD. Are not the men of the same interest making 


the same proposition as to both railroads? 

Mr. POWERS. Both railroads will take this bill, but they do 
not naye a joint interest in this property, and this bill isnot framed 

at way. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. My question is as to the individuals in 
interest in both companies, not as to the corporate identity. I 
understand that these companies are both here asking for this legis- 
lation and that the same people who are interested in them are also 
interested in the Southern Pacific. 

Mr. POWERS. You say they are here asking for this legisla- 
tion. I can not say that. 

Mr. FAIRCH Will the gentleman deny it? 

Mr. POWERS. Yes; I will deny it. 

Mr. HILBORN. Then who is asking for this bill? 

Mr. POWERS. The Pacific Railroad Committee of the House 
of Representatives, representing the Government of the United 
States, are asking for it. This bill is objectionable to both com- 
panies, 

Mr. MAGUIRE, Then they can EVA refuse to accept it. 

Mr. POWERS, They can refuse, and it is not certain but that 
they will do so. This legislation is n to them, and we 
have had to force upon them an unwilling dose. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Let me ask the gentleman 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I can not be interrupted by a 
gentleman who is doubtless going to talk upon this subject three 
times as much as I shall. 

Now, the bill proposes that this indebtedness shall be extended 
with interest at the rate of 2 per cent. 

Mr. SWANSON. I wish to ask the gentleman a question for 
information, to see if I understand this matter. I understand 
that from the three hundred and ninety-fourth milepost on the 
Kansas Pacific up to Denver the Government has at present a 
first-mortgage lien? 

Mr. POWERS. No, sir. 

Mr. SWANSON. _ I do not mean the subsidized portion : 
Mr. POWERS. No; the Government has no lien on that road 
from the three hundred and ninety-fourth milepost to Denver. 
The Denver and Pacific Railroad 1 has an outstanding first 
mortgage, and we propose to allow the Union Pacific Company, 
under a reorganization, to place a first mortgage on its own prop- 
erty that shall be equal to the face value of the existing mortgages 

on the same opar 

Mr. SW. N. Now, from the three hundred and ninety- 
fourth milepost to Denver and to Cheyenne, Wyo., the first-mort- 
gage bonds are included in the $21,000,000, are they not? 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 

Mr. SWANSON. What is the earning capacity of that road to 
pay on the existing mortgage bonds? 

. POWERS. Iwill come to that in a moment, if the gentle- 
man will be alittle patient, As I was saying, Mr. Chairman, the 
provisions of this bill are simply these, that this debt shall be 
extended at 2 per cent interest. That looks like a small rate of 
interest, and the committee did their best to make it 3 per cent, 
but they studied and took into consideration the debt-paying 
capacity of the debtor, and they found that if they levied 8 per 
cent interest they would simply leave the debtor worse off than 
he was before. He would not be able to meet the obligations of 
the first 7457 0 and the whole arrangement would fall to the ground. 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Let me ask the gentleman upon 
what the committee’s estimate was based? 

Mr. POWERS. Upon the net earnings for a series of years, 
down to the present time. 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Another question for information. 
You stated a while ago that the Government had diverted its 
traftic and had sent it over competing lines. Iwould like to know 
whether there has been any other diversion of traffic by the people 


* Union Pacific. í 
Mr. POWERS. Doyou mean the Union or the Central Pacific? 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. The Union and the Central both. 
Has there been any other diversion of traffic to competing lines 
which are within the influence of the owners of the Central and 
the Union Pacific? 

Mr. POWERS. Tou will be told by my friends from California 
as this debate progresses that the Southern Pacific road has 
absorbed the earnings of the Central Pacific. That is not true. 
I shall not stop at this time to demonstrate that it is not true, but 
I can do it. ropose to wait, however, until they make the 
statement, and then I will undertake to show the House that there 
is not a particle of truthin it. As tothe Union Pacific, I know of 
no diversion of its earnings to any other road whatever. I never 
heard any eee made that it had diverted its earnings. 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Is the gentleman from Vermont pre- 
pares to 92 that the Union Pacific had its proportion of the 

usiness; that there has been no diversion of traffic from it? 
understand that there are competing lines, and it has been stated 
that the traffic has been diverted to those lines, f 
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Mr. POWERS. It is 8 true that there are competing lines 


running from Chicago to ver. Ithinkthere are three of them; 
inly two. 
Nr. SMITH of Michi Are they not controlled by the same 


people who control the Pacific roads? 

Mr. POWERS. No, sir; they are not controlled by the same 

ple, and one of those roads, as we are informed, is here now, 
Bet e in its own interest, to defeat this bill. There are compet- 
ing roads, but no man has asserted, and Ido not think any man 

assert, that either the Burlington or the Missouri Pacific or 
the Rock Island is and parcel of the Union Pacific. 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. I am not hostile to the gentleman's 
plan. Iam asking for information. l 

Mr. POWERS. Well, these other roads are hostile to the Union 
Pacific. That is the fact. i 

Now, then, as to the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific, it 
may be generally said that, in order to get at what the companies 
have paid on this indebtedness, the committee made a careful 
study of their net earnings in the situation in which they are 
placed and with the circumstances surrounding them, for several 
years back, including not only years of prosperity, but years of 
adversity. All railroads, like all other business enterprises, are 
the beneficiaries of good times and the victims of bad times. In 
order, therefore, to get at a fair average we have studied that ques- 
tion very deeply; and we have come to the conclusion that 
$4,000,000 in each case will cover the last dollar that can be safely 
counted upon as certain net earnings of this company. We have 
started on that basis; and starting upon that basis we have pre- 

this bill, which figures out like this—— 

Mr. LACEY. I would like to ask the gentleman a question in 
connection with the dividends. Why does the bill provide for 
dividends at 4 per cent on the stock, when the Government can 
get only 2 cent on the bonds that are held for the stock? 

Mr. ERS. Well, my dear sir, if you ta railroad com- 
pany to undertake to pay a debt, do you imagine you can ignore 

the stockholders? Can you say to the stockholders of a railroad 
corporation under these circumstances, ‘‘Gentlemen, you never 
shall hope to get a dollar out of this property; but we are going to 
compel you to pay this debt?” y 

Mr. LACEY. The point of my question was why the dividends 
should be larger than the interest on the bonds? 

Mr. POW We 7 to allow a 4 per cent dividend in 
order to bring the stockholders into this arrangement. We want 
them to undertake this burden, and we can not get them to do so 
unless they can see a chance some time of getting something out 
of the property for themselves; and 4 per cent is a small dividend 
with which to 1 them into this arrangement. 

Mr. MOODY. ill the gentleman tell us what is the present 
market value of the stock upon which it is now proposed to pay a 
4 per Gent dividend? 

Mir. POWERS. The market value of the Central Pacific stock, 
so far as I have known anything about it during the last six 
months, is about 17. The market value of the Union Pacific is 
nil. You will see the Union Pacific stock quoted in the pa as 
selling at $9 and $10; but the explanation of that is this: The Union 
Pacific reorganization committee has corralled 95 per cent of this 
stock—has gathered in the certificates under an agreement with 
the holders that they will stand an assessment of $15 a share, and 
has issued to each stockholder a certificate that the stock is so 
held. Those certificates, coupled with that obligation, are put on 
the market and sold to-day for nine or ten dollars. The last mar- 
ket quotation which I saw was about $10; and those same certifi- 

' cates obliged the holder to stand an assessment of $15 a share. 

Mr. HILBORN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask what 
dividend the Central Pacific is now paying on its stock? 

Mr. POWERS. My friend from California [Mr. Parao is 

oing to make a very eloquent and plausible speech before this 
debate closes, and I suggest that he ask that question of himself 
and answer it. 

I should go back, perhaps, a step in this debate and say that in 
addition to this mortgage which it is pro to place upon the 
whole property of the system, it is provided in the bill t the 
companies shall secure the ee of the annual requirements 
made of them by giving the Government the right to withhold 
the money that will be due from the Government to the company 
for, transportation services until these current annual require- 
ments are met. 

As I have already said, the Government is a patron of these 
roads. It hires them to transport its mails and to do all the 
freighting that it has occasion to do in that part of the country. 
Their patronage has amounted in the past to a Irgo sum of 
money. In the case of the Central Pacific it has reached annually 
as much as $600,000; in the case of the Union Pacific, a much larger 
sum, I think about double that amount about $1.200,000 a year. 
ig that by giving the Government the right to retain their money 

its Treasury until the companies have met and discharged their 


XXIX——36 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


561 


tions, the entire interest charge, at least, due from 
the com will be met by that money alone, wayng nothin; 
to be provided for on the pari of the companies except the ann 
cash payment, which, as I shall presently show, is a requirement 
that both of the companies must come under. We provide that 
they shall pay this rate of interest semiannually; we secure the 
yment of it and the panen of all the obligations we assume 
y this first mortgage, plus the right on the part of the Govern- 
ment to retain in its own hands money enough to meet the annual 
interest puare . 

Now, in addition to that interest we require them to pay an 
annual installment upon the principal of the debt, amounting in 
the case of each road to $365,000, so that each road, as will be 
seen, will pay into the Treasury, if it complies with these require- 
ments, $1,000 a day, or, for the two roads, $2,000 a day, for the first 
ten years that this contract will be in force. For the second dec- 
ade they are to pay the sum of $550,000 each, plus the interest as 
it matures, or a little over $1,500 each per day. And thereafter, 
poy Pro whole debt is paid, they are to pay annually the sum of 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I wish to ask the chairman of 
the Committee on Pacific Railroads, who is now on the floor, 
whether he believes that these companies can comply with these 
obligations if the relief contemplated in this bill be granted them? 

Mr. POWERS. I am very glad the gentleman has put that 
question. It is a pertinent one. My friend from Kentucky has 
struck the very kernel of this whole ey o That is the ques- 
tion—Can the companies comply? There is no use in harassing 
your debtor so that he can not comply. The question is a very 
pertinent one, and coming from the source it does, I am very 
grateful to my friend for asking it. 

Now, we think the companies can comply with these require- 
ments. As I have already said, their net earnings per year are 
safely N counted at $4,000,000, and that under the most 
adverse conditions that we can reasonably expect the companies 
to rest under in the future. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think I may say, without undertaking 
to prophesy, that the times could clearly be worse in the future 
than they have been in the po three years, and yet during that 
time these roads certainly had earnings enough to comply with 
the requirements of the Government. 

In the case of the Central Pacific Railroad we require, inasmuch 
as they are leased to the Southern Pacific, that the Southern Pa- 
cific Company shall be required to enter into an obligation and 
guarantee to the Government, or rather to assume the payment of 
this annual requirement of the Government; The Southern Pa- 
cific Railway Company is a largo corporation. It was chartered 
in the gentleman’s own State. It has a vast amount of property. 
Some of our friends will no doubt tell you in the course of this 
discussion that it is not good for anything. But it is one of the 
heaviest corporations in the country. Certainly it does not hurt 
gone security to have a second indorser, even though he may not 
is 


annual obliga; 


regarded as strictly good. We say in this case that the indorser 


good. 

Not only that, but there is a sum of money, amounting to 
$2,414,000, or thereabouts, now in the Treasury of the United - 
States belonging to the Southern Pacific Company—notthe Central 
Pacific, but belonging to the indorser, the guarantor, of the Cen- 
tral Pacific—which we demand shall be presently applied in reduc- 
tion of the Central Pacific debts of the Government. We have no 
right to it as a matter of law. It is a question that has been in 
contention as to whether it belonged to the Central or the Southern 
Pacific road for a long time. The courts have decided that it 
belonged to the Southern Pacific, and we can not legally demand 
ae of the same; but the committee exacts, as a requirement 

or this bill and to Se this company toa strict compliance with 
the terms of the bill, that this payment shall be e, and they 
have filed an assurance that it may be done. 

Now, to answer the question of my friend from Kentucky. 
The payment of both the Central Pacific Company and the other 
roads will be about as follows: The payments on behalf of the 
Central Pacific will be for the first year, interest on bonds of the 
United States, $1,153,630.28; installment of principal, $365,000; 
compensation for services on nonaided lines to be applied (with 
consent of Southern Pacific Company) to the extinguishment of 
bonds, $2,409,818.20, making a total of $3,928,448.48 which the 
Government will receive for the first year. 

On account of the payment by the Union Pacific the Government 
will receive, interest on bonds to the United States, SI. 074, 308.07; 
installment of principal, $365,000, being a total of $1,439,308.08. 

Now, of course, that does not count interest on the first-mort- 
e bonds, which must be provided for, and we have prepared, as 
be seen on page 10 of the report, a table which shows, in the 
case of the Central Pacific Railroad, that the interest, at 4 per 
cent, on the first-mortgage bonds on the entire line will amount 
to 82,307, 260.57; interest on the Government indebtedness, 
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81, 153.630.558: and installment of principal, $365,000; making a 
total of 83.823, 890.85. You will see that this is some $100,000 less 
less than the $4,000,000 limit. 

The question may be asked, Why do we leave it at that? The 
answer is, We can not make it 3 per cent interest, because that 
would add some $550,000 to the burden of the Union Pacific road 
and carry it beyond the limit. In the case of the Central Pacific 
it would carry it above the average by some $570,000 beyond the 
four-million limit. And so you see we are necessarily tied down 


to 2 per cent. 
Besides that, Mr. Chairman, these companies should have a little 
Who does not know that every rail- 


margin in their tr 
road is compelled to meet unexpected demantis, such as a valuable 
bridge burning down,,a valuable depot property being destroyed 
by fire; accidents by which personal injuries are received and 
compensation necessarily demanded therefor. In other words, the 
debtor must have a little ket money to meet the contingencies. 
Is that not the case in all business matters? What business man 
does not conduct his business on something of that same princi- 
e? Would he say to the debtor, ‘‘Give me the last cent you have 
ft in your pocket; I will not leave you anything; your family 
may be sick, your house gay Socata up, a thousand Ba one 3 
may happen to you; but I don't care, I will leave you nothing?” 
‘What sensibleman would not leaye him something to cover contin- 


gencies. 

Mr.WATSON of Ohio. If the gentleman will allow me, in that 
connection, I wish to call his attention to a statement in the re- 
port. On page 10 of the Sees you say that the Government 
would receive from both r annually, for the first , for 
1 and interest, some $3,000,000, Is that not a mistake? 

ould it not be $5,000,000 as the receipts from both? 

Mr. POWERS. Possibly there may be an error there. I will 


be if the gentleman will make the computation. 
WA N of Ohio. I think it is a mistake in the print, It 
portit to be something over 85.000, 000. 
. POWERS. Now, the Union Pacific will make the follow- 
ing payments: 
1 1 28 17 
tallment of principal —— 305, 000. 00 
c T B, 628, 548. 17 


Now, if I have not answered the question of my friend from 
Kentucky ee otpeppds I shall be glad to do so, 
Mr. M EARY of Kentucky. Iam very much obliged to the 
tleman. [I think he has answered the question very fully. 1 
Sars to ask another question in that connection. I think the 
ntleman touched npon it before. In your bill you provide for 
fhe extension of the Government lien on certain property. 


Mr. POWERS. Yes. 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. If you have stated it, I did not 
hear it, and I ask you to state it again. What do you value the 
* at which is covered by this extended lien? 

r. POWERS. In reference to the valuation of this additional 
property that the Government will have a mortgage upon, of 
8 8 is a question that every gentleman must judge of for 

mself, : 

Now, take the case of the terminals at Denver. I have a state- 
ment which shows the amount of property. This railroad owns 
2,000 acres of land there. I am sj now of what ap ed in 
1890, six years ago. They o 2,000 acres of land and 60 miles 
of side tracks, together with their warehouses, their depots, and 
everything of that sort. At Kansas City they owned acres of 
land and 30 miles of siding. At Omaha they owned 319 acres in 
the very heart of the city, and 45 miles of sidetrack. At Council 
Bluffs they owned 1,000 acres of land, together with all their ware- 
houses and everything of that sort. 

Well, now, to say how much that property is worth in dollars 
and cents is a very difficult question to answer. Connected with 
this railroad and as a part of this railroad, itis invaluable. If 
you want to get at it by asking me how much it will take to du- 
plicate it, I answer that Mr. Choate, the division superintendent 
of the Union Pacific, says you can not duplicate the terminals in 
Denver for less than $10,000,000. Not only that, they say that the 
coal lands that are owned by the Union Pacific Railroad are them- 
selves worth the entire Government debt. 

Why, the Union Pacific Company has coal beds along its line, 
so that it is supplied with at a nominal price per ton, It 
costs them hardly anything. These coal lands of the railroad are 
invaluable adjuncts, 

And of course if they are so valuable to the railroad, they must 
necessarily be so to the Government, if the Government is com- 
pelled in the end to take the railroad. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Justone more question. Your 

rt shows that the Government lien is exten over yery val- 


uable properties indeed, including about 20 per cent of the main- 
i The point I desire to 


line mileage of the Union Pacific Railroad. 


get at is this: The prior lien, which is now about $61,000,000, will 
be increased, as I understand it, by your bill, $21,000,000 on the 
Union Pacific and about $24,000,000 on the Central Pacific. I 
want to see if the property that the lien would be extended to, 
not now embraced, would cover about that? 

Mr. POWERS. Iwill say in answer tomy friend from Kentucky 
[Mr. McCreary] that in 1890 the Senate appointed a committee, of 
which Mr. FRYE was chairman, They went out over this prop- 
erty and made an extentled examination of it. They had e ts 
with them. They looked into the question of the value of this 
property, and they reported unanimously that in their judgment 
these railroads were worth $47,000 per mile of main line, and that 
the terminals were worth the figures which I have been quoting 
from their report. 

They reported a bill which was very similar to the one now 
under consideration. It provided for an extension of time, at 2 
per cent interest. It provided for an annual payment, not so 
much as we provide, but they estimated at that time the value of 
that pro , and made out that the excess of security over and 


above 9 now have was not less than $92,000,000. 


Now, that was six years ago. Whether the property is worth 
more in dollars and cents y I leave to every man here to con- 
sider. Of course, these railroad terminals have been expanded; 
new sidings have been put in; new buildings have been com- 
pleted; so that I think it is fair to reason, although we have no 
expert testimony on the subject, that the terminals at all these 
places are worth more to-day than they were worth six years ago. 

Now, then, I have taken more time than I intended to in the 
discussion of this measure, 

Mr. PERKINS. Before the gentleman concludes: I have lis- 
tened with much interest to the debate. I have heard nothing in 
regard to the Sioux City and Pacific road. The gentleman is 
aware that the people of the Northwest are somewhat interested 
with reference to connection along the line originally proposed by 
the Sioux City and Pacific. Now, I would like to inquire of the 
gentleman if there is any consideration involved for the Sioux 
City and Pacific road? | 

Mr. POWERS, Iam very sorry to say, in reply to my friend 
from Iowa, that this committee has not felt itek permitted or 
justified in ee 0 aid to the Sioux City enterprise. I sup- 
pose, and I have no doubt my friend knows that fact, that some 
amendment will be proposed covering that ground, and when it 
is it will be time enough to discuss that. I prefer not to exhaust 
my time and be diverted in that way. This 
good to the Sioux City road. 

Mr. PERKINS. Sioux City and Pacific road is a branch 
of the Union Pacific? 

Mr, PERKINS (contin ning). And that property is not 

N d z is not con- 
sidered in this bill? z — 

Mr. POWERS. Nor is the property of the Central Branch con- 
sidered another one of the parts of the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company. They have nothing to do with it. 

Mr. PERKINS. I do not understand at this time anything in 
the way of aid is asked for the Sioux City and Pacific Branch, but 
it is pro to ask for recognition in the way of connection, etc., 
if that line is built. An amendment to accomplish that purpose 
will be offered if an opportunity is afforded. 

Mr. POWERS. Very good. I will assure my friend that no 
objection will be made to any proper amendment that he or any 
other gentleman may offer. 

I open taken more time orcas 8 = eee 
sion of this measure, m mainly being to bring to your 
mind a little résumé of fie histo of this transaction, so that, 
knowing what the past of these has been, you would be bet- 
ber able to know what their future ought to be and what you 
should do in disposing of this question. This committee are in 
accord with every committee in either House that has considered 
this subject. They present a plan here similar to that which 
has received the sanction of r committees, and one that has 
received the sanction of e person that has ever investigated 
the matter. It may be imperfect. I wish it were better. I wish 
we could get a mortgage with ample security paying 6 per cent 
interest. But we have taken the best we could, and we have 
squeezed them, to use a homely os to the last cent. We 
have approached the very verge of their possible pecuniary ability 
in the requirements we have imposed upon them. 

Now, the practical question remaining is, Will this Congress 
undertake to collect this debt from these companies, or will it. 
ruthlessly throw it away? You will doubtless be regaled by some 
of the bitterest denunciations against the managers of these com- 
panies. I have tried to forefend against that by saying they have 
not taken a dollar from the Government. If they have taken it 
from somebody else, let e 3 else do the fighting. We can 
not go into the t between Mr. Huntington and Mayor Sutro, of 
Gan Feandlicn. e are engaged in making an effort to collect a 
debt from an insolvent debtor, and the question, gentlemen, with 


ill does not do any 
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all its momentous issues, is submitted to your sound judgment in 
the hope that you will find, after you have investigated it, that 


this is the best possible way to get along with this uncomfortable 
nestion. 
3 Mr. HENDERSON. Before the gentleman takes his seat, per- 
haps my attention was diverted. but the tleman from Kansas 
r. CURTIS] asked a question about the increased stock, and the 
increased amount in bonds and mortgage bonds upon the lines. 
Did the gentleman touch ager that? , : 

Mr. POWERS. I intended to. The gentleman did not com- 
plain about the answer I made. t 

Mr. HENDERSON. I knew the gentleman asked the question. 
Do I understand that it is a doubling up of its indebtedness? 

Mr. POWERS. Wetake theexact first mortgages on every foot 
of this system and put them in a hotchpot at their face value and 
say that the company may issue a new first mortgage of the same 
amount as the first mortgages now existing on the property, and 
that we then put our debt on the top of that. cele ke 

Mr. PATTERSON. Lapprehend that the gentleman’s inquiry 
goes to this point, whether the contemplated mortgage increases 
the first-mortgage lien on the subsidjzed line. ` 

Mr. HENDERSON. Thatisexactly the point I wished to get at. 

` Mr. POWERS. It increases it in one sense, and in another it 
does not. Take this line [indicating]; in ascertaining the amount 
of the new mortgage we count the existing first mortgage on this 
line, plus the existing first mortgage on that line [indicating]. 
and add them together, which gives the amount of the general 
first mortgage, and the debt to the Government goes on top of 
that. 

Mr.SWANSON, I see in the report that yon make this amount 
$21,999,000, but the report does not state the names of the securi- 
ties of which that sum is made up. Now, I would like to know 

-the names of the securities that make it up, so that we may ascer- 
tain their value in the market. 

Mr. POWERS. I have stated once or twice that they are the 
terminal pr ies. 

Mr. SWANSON. The Omaha Bridge, for instance, is named, 
and we can look and see what that is worth; but for the peti 
part of this amount no names of securities are specified, and 
think they ought to be stated, so that we might be enabled to see 
what is their value to-day. 

Mr. POWERS. I can not give the names of the securities with- 
out consulting the reports, because they are quite numerous. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. The gentleman will find that infor- 
mation in Mr. BELL s report. 

Mr. SWANSON. Ihave Mr. BELL’s report. He simply gives 
the estimated value. What I want to know is what the securities 
are. As I understand, this estimate puts them at par Now, if 
the securities are not worth that amount, it might perhaps be 
better for us to R as $10,000,000 for them rather than extend them 
over the entire 8 

Mr. POWERS. There is no question, Mr. Chairman, as to the 
value of the property, and before the discussion ends I will submit 
a table which will satisfy the tleman. 

Mr. PARKER. Did I understand the tleman correctly 
when I understood him tostate that the new mortgage would 
cover all of the system? 


Mr. POWERS. The entire system of the Union Pacific Com- 


any. 
z Mr. PARKER. And all of the first-mortgage debt? 

Mr. POWERS. The first mortgage on the entire system will 
be made up of existing first mortgages on the different parts of it. 
There are several corporations, each of which has a first mortgage. 

Mr. PARKER. In the receiver’s report I find: ä 
bonds, $40,009,000, with 82,500. 000 interest also, other bonded debt, 
$40,000,000, and $2,500,000 interest; making $45,000,000 on that 
system. Now] 

Mr. POWERS. If the gentleman will on me, I have not 
seen that report, and I do not like to talk about it without having 
examined it, but I will try to answer the gentleman’s inquiry 
before the debate ends. $ 

Mr. PARKER. Another question. Why is the description of 
the pr of the Union Pacific Railroad so different from the 
description of the Central Pacific Railroad's property? I notice 
that the description of the Central Pacific property includes —.— 
poparty of that railroad company, all bonds, stocks, ete., owne 

y it, and that those words are left out of the description of the 
gh igh of the Union Pacific. 

r. POWERS. The gentleman, I think, is laboring under a 
mistake. The description covers the same thing in both cases. 
A more careful examination will show the gentleman that the 
descriptions are alike and we require an inventory of the property 
to be filed in the Treasury. 

5 PARKER. I think the gentleman himself is mistaken on 
at point. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I do not like to be discourteous, 
but I have taken so much time that I must decline to answer 


further questions at this time, and now I leave the matter in other 
hands, reserving the balance of my time. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Mr. Chairman, that the House may be a lit- 
tle further informed as to the history of this property, more par- 
ticularly in its financial aspects, that it may act more intelligently, 
I wish to state that, in pursuance of the laws of 1862 and 1864, 
while there were privileges granted these railroads, there were 
also some restrictions, to one of which only I wish to call atten- 
tion at this time. A portion of the second section of the act of 
1864 provides: 

That the said company shall make assessments upon its stockholders of not 
less than S per share, and at intervals of not exceeding six months from and 
after the passage of this act, until the par value of all ros subscribed shall 
be fully paid, and money only shall be received for such assessments, or as 
an equivalent for any portion of the capital stock hereinafter authorized. 

The Union Pacific Railroad Company was incorporated with a 
capital stock of $60,800,000, of which there was paid in, under 
assessments, 16 per cent, instead of 100 per cent as required by this 
law. The Central Pacific was incorporated for $68,000,000 capital, 
upon which but a little over 10 per cent was paid in accordance 
with the provisions of the act. The Western Pacific organized 
with’ a capital stock of $7,900,000, upon which 2} per cent was 

aid. The Kansas Pacific was organized with a capital stock of 

,600,000, and not one dollar was ever paid for any of that stock. 
It would be interesting to go over the history of the construction 
of these roads—the manner in which they were built; but Ido not 
propose to do so. Suffice it to say that in the construction of the 
Central Pacific Railroad there accrued to those who built it a 
profit of $62,000,000. 

In the construction of the Union Pacific there was a profit to 
those who built it of $44,000,000. That was prior, of course, to 
the time when the roads were completed and when they were 
earning money oh the other lines. Upon this profit of $62,000,000 
on the Central Pacific (which is now joined for all 8 par: 

with the Western Pacific) there was paid 843,000,000 in divi- 

ends. Upon the Union and the Kansas Pacific, which have been 

consolidated and now constitute one road, there has been paid in, 
dividends $28,000,000. j 

Now, understand, Mr. Chairman, I do not speak in any hostile 
spirit of the tlemen who have made this money. If they have 
violated any law, the proper executive officers of this Government 
are the ones to attend to that matter; if they have not violated 
any law in the accumulation of this money, neither myself nor 


anyone else has any right to complain. My object in stating these 
profits, first upon the construction of the roads and second upon 
the dividends t 


t have been earned and paid upon the proper es, 
is to show that the railroads themselves are strong financially, 
while the corporations that have control of them are bankrupt 
and unable to disc e to-day, as they claim, a single dollar of 
their indebtedness to the Government. 

I agree with the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Powns!] that 
this is a business proposition. Iam glad that be wishes to have 
the matter submitted to the House on that theory. Now, the first 
principle for us to investigate is as to the earning powers of these 
roads, Surely the net earnings of these properties ought to be our 
guide in ascertaining what the companies could pay. The only 
statement that we had in regard to the earnings of the Central 
Pacific was given by Mr. Tweed, who appeared as attorney for 
the Central Pacific Railroad. Here is his statement: 

In 1890 the earnings were $898,000; in 1891, 8 in 1892 (the year after 
8 year), $861,000; in 1803. $784,000; in 1894, $144,000; in 1995, estimated 
a 000. 

1 ay that such a decline as this requires someexplanation. Mr. 
Tweed went on toshow that upon the company’s net earnings that 
company could stand practically the requirements of this bill— 
that is, about $1,200,000 a year. The money would be secured by 
refunding its debt at 4 or 5 per cent interest,and also by the com- 
cao being permitted to withhold from the sinking fund of the 

nited States the payment of about $530,000 a year. 

Now, in opposition to the statement of Mr. Tweed, I wish to 
call attention to Poor’s Manual, page 815. The net earnings of 
that road for 1890, as given in Poor's Manual, were (I am giving 
merely round figures) $6,000,000. Mr. Tweed gives the amount 
as $898,000. In 1891, according to Poor's Manual, the earnings 
were $7,000,000; according to Mr. Tweed, $2,000,000. In 1892, ac- 
cording to Poor, the earnings of the road were $5,707,000; accord- 
ing to Mr, Tweed, $861,000. In 1893 the earnings, as given by Mr. 
Poor, were $5,739,000; by Mr. Tweed, $784,000. In 1894, accord- 
ing to Poor's Manual, the earnings were $4,854,000; according to 
Mr. Tweed, $144,000. > 

Mr. MAGUIRE, Will the gentleman permit a single sugges- 
tion? 

Mr. HUBBARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. I think it is fair to state, in justice to Mr. 
Tweed and other gentlemen who appeared before the committee, 
that none of them were put under oath. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Well, I assume that all men are honest; 
they ought to be, if they are not. 
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Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. Does Poor's Manual give the 


gross earnings or the net earnings? 

Mr. HUBBARD. It gives the netearnings. Very likely it will 
be said in answer to this that if we deduct the interest on other 
bonded indebtedness of this road, the net earnings would be re- 
duced to the amounts stated by Mr. Tweed. Prima facie, this 
can not be pertinently done toany greatextent. Theindebtedness 
underlying the lien of the Government, and which is the first 
mortgage, with the application of the sinking fund already accu- 
mula and which is applicable to the discharge of that first 
mortgage, need not be over $19,000,000, which at 5 per cent would 
make less than $1,000,000 to be taken from the figures given in 
Poor's Manual. If we refer to the report of the Railroad Com- 
missioner for 1895, page 29, we will find this view sustained. It 
gives the total net earnings at $13,622,000. That is the revenue 
received from all departments of the railroad, operating depart- 
ments and all. The expenses are as follows: 

A E O AES 
Interest on other funded debt. 

Now, I wish gentlemen to bear this item in mind, because I am 

going to call attention to it again in a very few minutes— 


Interest on other funded debt - $1,678, 772.50 
Interest on other debt, credit i 75 624.41 
5 


$8, 624, 534. 99 
1, 671, 180.00 


CCC 


Before going into that, however, let me premise: 


On page 28 of the same report of the Commissioner of Railroads 
we are given a table showing the bonded debt of the Central 
Pacific Railroad Company as $37,879,000 in round numbers, made 


which I called attention a moment ao and which I asked you to 
bear in mind—that that interest, while not being exactly right for 
the interest on the subsidy bonds of the Government or the com- 
bined interest on the land-mortgage bonds and the California and 
Oregon and San Joaquin Valley bonds, may mean either for the 
purpose of showing a deficit. The Railroad Commissioner could 
not tell me to what bonds that interest was to discharge. 

But, Mr. Chairman, it does not make any difference whether it 
means the Government subsidy bonds, or the interest on the land 
mortgages. or the California and Oregon, or the San Joaquin 
Valley Railroad. If it meant interest on the subsidy bonds, since 
it was never paid there is no deficit, but a surplus of $702,901.41. 
The item of losses on the stock, amounting to 8895, 466, is not an 
ordinary railroad expense, and has no business there. Here is a 
company’s sinking-fund requirement of $647,000; the United 
States requirement of $599,000, making a total available to show 
the net earning capacity of the road to sustain new bonds of 
$2,648,000. There are also other items of expense not necessarily 
or usually included in this connection. For instance, the inter- 
est on other debts, credits, $80,000; new construction and equip- 
ment, $111,000, making about $200,000 more. This brings up the 
surplus to almost 83,000,000. Then if you apply the sinking fund 
that is in the California sinking fund to the reduction of the first 
mortgage, it leaves that debt at about $19,000,000, which, refunded 
at 5 per cent, would be a further saving of some $700,000 a year to 
go into the fund available to carry new bonds, Then the Gov- 
ernment’s own mortgage of about $27,500,000, reduced by the 
sinking fund of about $5,000,000, will make a further increase in 
the earnings sufficient to run that fund above operating expenses 
and taxes to about $4,000,000. 

If the hypothesis in respect to the third item of the expenditures 
be wrong, and that item refers to interest paid on the California 
and oron and San Joaquin Valley Railroad Company’s bonds, 
the result is quite as inconsistent with the proposition in the bill 


reported, for if the mei ag must assume those bonds to realize 
the above income, then the oompany is entitled to the security of 
the bonds, and in that event eq benefit wonld be derived from the 
application of the company’s sinking fund to any of the bonds; 
but the Railroad Commissioner's report shows that the consoli- 
dated companies received Government land grants of 12,500,000 
acres, enough of which have been sold at $3.50 per acre to real- 
ize over $9,000,000, and that the balance—something short of 
10,000,000 acres—are held by the company at an ave’ price of 
$3 per acre, which amounts to pee Sie Seo to pay of both the 
$15,000,000 land mortgages and the San Joaquin Valley and Cali- 
fornia and Oregon Railroad Company’s bonds, too. 

The material inference as to earning capacity to be drawn from 
these figures is, of course, entirely inconsistent with the impres- 
sion made by Tweed's statement. Very likely the inference is 
erroneous somewhere, but we have no information to correct it, 
Others who are accustomed to speak intelligently upon such mat- 
ters seem to be as little advised. Thus the Railroad Commissioner 
has deemed it important to insert in his report a statement from 
Poor's last manual, as follows: 

It is reported that an arrangement has recently been made whereby the 
Southern Pacific guarantees a minimum of 1 per cent e on the stock of 
this ee pig until satisfactory legislation has been obtained for the adjust- 
ment of the debt to the Government, when the dividend will be increased to 


2 per cent for 3 period ot two years. Payments will be made half- 
yearly the Ist of July, 1895. 


The par of the outstanding stock is $67,275,500, and the Manual 

pes 8 x per cent dividend paid upon it in 1893, amounting to 
1,345,510. 

For these reasons we do not know what Mr. Tweed was takin 
into account or to what purpose he was speaking when he oan 
that the net earnings of the road last year—the same year of the 
Commissioner’s report which we have quoted and analyzed—wege 
$42,000, and the earnings in 1893, $784,000; that the average earn- 
ings were $812,000 per year for five years, and yet his statements 
and that of Mr. Hunti n—that the company could not carr 
out Mr. Hubbard's plan, hereinafter mentioned, and that this bi 
is the best he could do—are all the foundation we know of for the 
terms fixed in the bill. 

Recommendation of this bill by the committee, as qualified to 
advise, as a bill adapted to the assets or resources of either com- 
pany, would therefore seem to be founded on mere assumption. 

The only knowledge we have peculiar to this bill is that it is sat- 
isfactory to the companies. That does not mean that it would be 
carried out, for they are both insolvent, and their undertakings 
are, of course, idle. The bill, so far as the Union Pacific is con- 
cerned, is an option to its successors—it is substantially so stated— 
unlimited in time, and binding on the Government, while the Gov- 
ernment’s own lien may be extinguished by the foreclosure of the 
first mor e. 

In 1893, when Mr. Tweed says that the net earnings on that 
property were but $784,000, Poor's Railroad Manual says that there 
was a dividend paid on the stock of the Central Pacific Railroad 
of $1,345,510. Of course, if you can deduct dividends paid on the 
capital stock, you can cut the net earnings of any road down very’ 
seriously, You can make a deficit easily if that is to be the kin 
of calculating and the method of mathematics employed in demon- 
strating the net earning capacity of the road. 

Mr. OOPER of Wisconsin. Will the gentleman allow a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. HUBBARD. Certainly. 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Is it not a fact that in 1893 there 
was $600,000 more paid by the Central Pacific Company in divi- 
dends—that is to say, $1,345,510 in all—than Mr. Tweed, their at- 
torney, said to the committee was the amount of the net earnings 
of the road in 1893? He said the net earnings were 8700, 000. 

Mr. HUBBARD. That is correct. 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Yet thatsame year that road paid 
over thirteen hundred thousand dollars in dividends? 

Mr. HUBBARD. That is what I tried to say. There came 
before that committee representatives of the various companies, 
and they submitted plans. Those plans at first were not alike, 
They were very different indeed. I will give you first the plan 
submitted by the reorganization committee of the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company, represented by their attorney, Mr. Pierce, and 
their secretary, Mr. Krech. They came before the committee and 
offered in settlement for the debt due the Government $35,000,000 
of 4 percent first: mortgage bonds, out of a total authorized issue of 
one hundred millions, limited to an actual issue of eighty-seven 
millions, and that for the unreimbursed interest, amounting in 
round numbers to $20,000,000, they would give the Government a 
aie cent preferred stock in the discharge of the debt of practi- 

ly fifty-five millions. They showed that the oompany was suffi- 
ciently strong to carry this obligation of $100,000,000 4 per cent 
bonds, and also the authorized issue of $75,000,000 preferred stock 
limited to an actual issue of $68,000,000. 

Those bonds were to be fifty-year bonds, but in order to com- 
pare with the bill that has been adopted by the committee and 
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to carry the figures 
run under the present 


out to the full term that the bonds 
bill, as for comparison this is fair. 8 

In the case of the Union Pacific Railroad it will require eighty- 
three years to discharge their debt. Now, 4 per cent on $35,000,000 
first-mortgage bonds for ae toe years amounts to $111,000,- 
000. Your principal will still be unimpaired. Adding that to 
the interest that you receive, you will have collected and due 
$146,000,000 in the fn, Bat Senha years. $ 

This plan was not looked upon favorably by the committee, was 
not accepted, and they offered then, instead of giving the twenty 
millions of preferred stock, to issue a second mortgage for the 
twenty millions at 2 per cent, to go annually to the reduction of 
the principal, and the bond itself to bear no interest. That is, 
they would virtually pay the bond in sey gers; but in case they 
did that they wanted the interest reduced from 4 per cent to 3 per 
centon the first-mortgage bonds. Now that is just about $5,000,009 
better proposition for the company than the first proposition. 
Neither one found favor with the committee. 3 

Then appeared the present bill, the Smith-Frye-Huntington 
bill—I scarcely know what to call it, but it is the bill introduced 
by Mr. Suiru of Illinois, and is practically the bill that the com- 

any say they can comply with. They seek to pass through this 

ouse this bill, giving an eighty-three-year bond, with 2 per cent 
interest on the decreasing poops with a small payment every 
year to go to the reduction of the principal. : 

Now, the Hubbard plan was made first by the Central Pacific 
Railroad Company. neral Hubbard, of New York, as attorney 
for the former Hopkins estate, thinking that the bill we have now 
could not pass, came before the committee and said that that com- 

any Boel undertake to do something which has never yet been 
ingrafted in a bill, and which has introduced a new element in 
the discharge of these debts. He said that the Central Pacific 
Company, after the application of the sinking fund that now is in 
the Treasury, and which can be applied to the reduction of the 
subsidy bonds—that if the Government will apply that to the 
extinguishment of the subsidy mortgage as far as it will g 
the Central Pacific Company would raise money enough to dis- 
charge the balance of the subsidy bonds, and thereby stop the 
interest the Government has to pay in carrying these mortgages 
along. 

The Government would stop by that plan the carrying of any 
Pacific railroad mortgages. For the unreimbursed interest he 

roposed to give what he called an income bond, which should 
hese interest at the rate of 2 per cent per annum with no sinking 
fund. The Government was to retain in the Treasury of the 
United States the earnings which those roads make every year by 
carrying the mails, munitions of war, and similar transportation 
as a further guaranty of the payment of this annual interest on 
the income bonds. That income bond would have amounted to 
about $38,000,000. The interest on that $38,000,000 at 2 per cent 
is $760,000 a 118 55 K 

Now, it will be observed that that is an entirely new feature in 
this transaction. By the company coming forward and relieving 
the Government from paying a dollar on these subsidy bonds that 
are now rapidly maturing, and of which about twenty millions 
are now matured and due on two roads, the balance coming in 
two years, and which will have to be paid by the Government— 
they propose to furnish the money to extinguish those bonds, to 
stop the Government paying interest to carry them along. 

ow, take the Hubbard plan for the eighty-three years, and you 
have $760,000 a year interest for eighty-three years, which amounts 
to $63,422,000. Adding that to your principal of $38,000,000 gives 
a total of $101,628,000. 

It will be observed that under the Pierce plan the Government 
will receive $144,000,000. Let us see how the plan adopted by 
the committee will work out. Under this, we take a second 
mortgage for $55,000,000 on the Union Pacific Railroad. The 
interest on this $55,000,000 for eighty-three years is $50,000,000, 
making a total payment, in interest and in the extinguishment of 
the debt, of $105,000,000. But in order to do that, in order to 
carry the balance of the subsidy bonds which the Government 
must carry, practically $16,000, I put it down low; I give them 
every advantage these bonds must be carried at an interest of 34 
per cent, if we take the average of the last bond sale, which is the 
only thing we have to go by, the interest on that $16,000,000 at 34 
per cent for eighty-three years is $46,000,000, and that added to 
the subsidy bonds that yet must be paid, requires the Government 
to pay $62,480,000 to carry our part of this debt alone. That is, 
the difference between what the Government has to pay and that 
which the railroad company is to pay must be the profits and the 
2 — 885 of the payments that are to be made in the discharge of 

is debt. 

In the Powers bill they pay 8105, 000, 000. The Government pays 
$62,000,000, leaving the net sum of 843,000. 000 at the end of eighty- 
three years to discharge a debt that is to-day $55,000,000. If they 
will payinto the Treasury of the United States $29,000,000 in cash, 
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which is sought to be passed, I have pro 


565 


it is a better proposition than is contained in this bill. The pres- 
ent worth of that money is about $29,000,000. In the Pierce plan 
that same element exists. The Government must carry along 
that $16,000,000 of bonds. Under the Pierce bill the Government 
receives $144,000,000. It cost the Government $62,000,000, leav- 
ing a balance to the Government of $82,000,000. Now subtract 
the difference between what the Government receives under the 
Pierce e and what it receives under the present plan, and there 
is a difference of $39,000,000 in cash to the Government in favor 
of the Pierce plan. 

It is still worse under the Hubbard plan. Under that the Gov- 
ernment only receives $101,000,000, without carrying the $16,000,000 
of subsidy bonds along That is eliminated, and you have to sub- 
tract nothing from the $101,000,000 that he pays in eighty-three 
years except the $43,000,000 that the Government gets under the 
peer plan, and that leaves you $58,000,000 in favor of the Hub- 

ard are over the one adopted by the committee and sought to be 
passed through this House. The same argument applies to the 
Central Pacific, only more so. The same condition exists there, 
and they could comply with it. General Hubbard never gave up 
his position that the Central Pacific could not carry out this plan, 
and afterwards submitted a draft of a bill for the 11 8 eg of carry- 
ing this method out. The Union Pacific assented to the Hubbard 
plan and said they could and would carry it out, although it 
2 be hard for the Union Pacific to match the peerless Central 

‘acific. 

It is worthy of notice that the cost of transportation is more than 
ample to pay the interest of 2 per cent on these bonds. The com- 
pane were both asked to make a similar proposition. Just why 

donot know. Ido not see that it was necessary that they should 
both make the same proposition and the same terms. But if they 
must do that it is clear that those terms must be such only as the 
poorer could afford, 4 

Since, however, this bill treats both alike, which if it be just to 
each is a marvelous coincidence, and as a basis for a judgment of 
the claim that it has been hard for the Union Pacific to match the 
Central, we submit the following brief comparison of the Union 
and Central Pacific. $ 

The proposed reorganized Union and Kansas Pacific (they are 
now consolidated) will be between 1,800 and 1,900 miles long; the 
aided Central is about half as long. The former owes the Gov- 
ernment a principal debt of $33,500,000, with a sinking fund of 
nearly 817.000, 000 to apply in reduction. The Central owes the 
Government a principal debt of nearly $28,000,000, with a sinking 
fund of about $7,000,000 to apply. The former has paid the Gov- 
ernment on bond and interest account, to go in reduction of unre- 
imbursed interest paid by Government on subsidy bonds, about 
$20,000,000; the latter less than $8,000,000. The unreimbursed 
interest already paid by the Government on the subsidy bonds 
issued to the former company is about $35,000,000, and on those to 
the latter it is about $34,500,000. 

The present balance of indebtedness from the former to the 
Government is about $52,000,000 (it will mature at about $55,000,- 
000), and that of the latter about $58,000,000. The net earnings of 
the former while undergoing dismemberment in the hands 2 i re- 
ceivers, in the darkest railroad year in our history—year before 
last—were $4,315,000. Last year they were $4,800,000. And those 
of the Central for the same years, respectively, were apparently 
about half as much, but Mr. Tweed said that after taking out in- 
terest on first bonds and about $530,000 for present sinking fund 
Me cannes of the Central in 1894 were $144,000, and in. 1895 

The former company (the Union) has millions of collateral re- 
sources; the Central is leased to the Southern Pacific, and has 
nothing but a rental of its earnings. The Union Pacific could 
refund its first-mortgage and whole Government debt in 4 per- 
cents, imposing a charge much within its average net income. It 
was put into the hands of receivers by its stockholding interest, 
and but for its guaranty of interest and dividends on the bonds 
SEA on stock of other but unsubsidized roads need never have failed 
at all. ° 

A man simply does not know what he is talking about when he 
says that the Union Pacific is not stronger financially than the 
Central Pacific. As to which of the two companies showed the 
most strength there is no room for doubt, because the negotiation 
offering the same terms to each was carried to a point where the 
Central broke down, or said it must do so, and the Union still 
stood up. J 

The very last time I saw Mr. Pierce, the attorney for the Union 
Pacific, I told him that I could not agree to this bill which had 
been introduced here, and he asked me if I would not urge as a 
substitute his last proposition, to redeem the subsidy bonds and 
give the income mortgage for the $38,009,000 of unreimbursed 
interest. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it would be useless to follow these figures 
further, but I will present them in another way, for I know how 
members feel when they are tangled up without warning in a 
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maze of figures like these. If the Central Pacific would pay these 
subsidy bonds and then pay $800,000 a year interest on their 
income bonds, it would be worth to the Government just the same 
as if they paid $1,500,000 a year under this bill. the Union 
Pacific would discharge the subsidy bonds and pay $760,000 a 
year, that would be equal to the payment of $1,350,000 a year 
under this bill. 

Again, putting it another way, take the Union Pacific debt at 
$55,000,000; under this bill the Government receives the first year 
2 per cent interest on that, or $1,100,000. But in order to do that 
we must carry, say, $16.000,000 of subsidy bonds. That, at 3} per 
cent, is $600,000. The Government receives for interest $1,100,000, 
and it pays out for interest, say, $600,000. That leaves $500,000 
interest which the Government gets. Under the Hubbard plan 
the payment made for interest would be $760,000 a year; while 
under this plan we receive $500,000, making a difference of $260,000 
a year in favor of the Hubbard plan. This is a simple matter; it 
is not like figuring out a tariff schedule; it is a simple matter of 
mathematica! calculation. - 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Why was not the proposition accepted? 

Mr. HUBBARD. The gentleman will have toask that question 

of some other member of the committee. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, another statement in regard to this billin 
this connection. The bill is not so good, even, as the existing law. 
Under the requirements of laws now on thestatute book, the Union 
Pacific Company has paid to the Government $1,500,000 a year on 
an average since 1879. 

Mr. BARHAM. Under the Thurman Act? 

Mr. HUBBARD. Yes; since the Thurman Act went into oper- 
ation. Gentlemen will remember that our principal debt has not 
diminished. It has rema.ned just what it was, less this Union 
Pacific sinking fund of $17,000,000. The annual average payment 
of the Union Pacific has been $1,500,000, while under the bill here 

roposed the annual payment would be only $1,250,000. Not only 

t; the $1,250,000 would pay not merely the interest, but would 

extingnish the debt as well, in e rect! Shae years. is idle to 
dwell longer upon these figures. y plain. 

Now, I want to call the attention of the House to the conditions 
that surround these railroads and the security that ought to be 
taken to preserve the interest of the Government in that property. 
You can not expect this money to be paid. There is nobody who 
can assemble a sufficient amount of money to discharge this debt, 
especially the first and second mortgages. Now look at the situa- 
tion. The Union Pacific road, just before it reaches Ogden, and 
at Granger, joins the Oregon Short Line. That road practically 

els the Central Pacific to the coast. The Central Pacific, 
coming east, meets at Ogden the Rio Grande Western and the 
Denver and Rio Grande, which, in connection with the Missouri 
Pacific, the Burlington, or with the Rock Island and Pacific, par- 
allels the Union Pacific to the Missouri River. 

Whatever value may attach to any security that the Govern- 
ment takes from the Central Pacific will be measured by the 
indissolubility of the tie of the Central Pacific with the Union 
Pacific. Once put it into the power of each of these roads to 
carry on competition with each other, and either one of them can 
be “bottled up” until even the first mortgage will not be worth a 
continental. Suppose that in the future the Central Pacific— 
not the Union, not both roads, but just the Central—should fail, 
how much would the Government's $60,000,000 second-mortgage 
lien be worth? All that would be would be for the 
Union Pacific to join with the Oregon Short Line (and that road 
Was, until the Union Pacific went into the hands of a receiver, 
under the control of the Union Pacific)—all that would be neces- 
sary would be for the Union Pacific road to join with the Oregon 
Short Line and thus bottle up the Central so that the Government 
could not get a dollar. 

The same is true of the Union Pacific. It also could be bottled 
up, because the Fremont, Elkhorn and Missouri Valley runs out 
to Caspar, Wyo., going through the northern part of Nebraska, 
and, by building about 150 miles of road, that line also could reach 
the Oregqn Short Line, so that there would be not only two or 
three competing lines on the south, but also another one on the 
north. In that way the Union Pacific would absolutely be bottled 
up, so that the Government could not get anything out of it. 
But, fortunately for the Government, fortunately for the people, 
those roads have both failed, and now, if we avail ourselves of the 
opportunity, we can put them in a condition so that one mort 

extend over the entire line from the Missouri River to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

I would not insist on a high rate of interest. Whatever these 
railroads pay to the Government in the future must be paid from 
2 levied on the people and the property al their lines, 
and if the Government can keep supervision over them, so as to 
compel them to give the people reasonable rates and prevent them 
from making exorbitant charges, then it will not be necessary to 
insist on a high rate of interest. It is better in the first 2 


have your debt secured than it is to have a big rate of 


which the roads can not carry. Why these roads were ever per- 
mitted to be separate I am unable to explain. It would be as wise 
to now divide Union Pacific at the North Platte. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. A single question, if the gentleman will 
allow me. It has been said or intimated by the gentleman from 
Vermont [Mr. PowErs] that these are separate corporations and 
that it is not possible to get one consolidated mortgage. Will the 
gentleman kindly explain whether that is possible or not? 

Mr. HUBBARD. That is one of the conditions under which 
the companies come tous. They say the companies have nothing 
whatever to do with each other. 

The tion that the various companies owning these roads 
have no relation to each other as companies, and do not want to 
be mixed up with each other in their settlements with the Goy- 
ernment, is wholly irrelevant. If we have a controlling mortgage 
on each of the two halves or four quarters of a railroad that is 
worth enough as a whole to pay all the debts of every part, we do 
not mix up the mortgagors by refusing to compromise with any 
of them for 50 cents on the dollar. is is not our side of the 


case. 
Mr. WATSON of Ohio. What does the gentleman mean by the 
expression ‘‘a controlling mor ae 
. HUBBARD. The Government is the atest creditor of 
these roads. It is assumed that the party who the most money 
involved in a given piece of property, and who in that way holds 
the controlling mortgage, not let it go, but will take advan- 
1 his control before consenting to lose his money. 
. WATSON of Ohio. Do you mean that the party that holds 
the highest amount of indeb ess will control the property? 
Mr. ARD. Not necessarily in every case. 
Mr. WATSON of Ohio. The gentleman’s expression struck me 


as a rather odd one. 

Mr, HUBBARD. By a controlling mortgage I mean that the 
Government holds the t amount of the indebtedness. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. I would like to have the gentleman’s 
definition of a “controlling mo: — 

Mr. HUBBARD. It is this—that the Government does not pro- 
pose to see this debt extinguished without payment when it has 
so large an interest in this proposition. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. In other words, the Government, in 
order to save itself, as the matter now stands must assume still 
further indebtedness. 

Mr. HUBBARD. I do not know that it is necessary to do that. 
The Government owns the controlling mortgage on these lines. 
Not only that, but there is the Sioux City and Pacific Railroad 
and the Central Branch of the Union Pacific. About $7,000,000 
is due from both those roads. The subsidy was ted at the 
same time as it was to the mainlines. But those lines were not 
even considered in the committee. We do not know what they 
poops to do with them—whether to give them away or just to 

et them hang fire.” All these roads ought to have fore 
the committee and treated the same way. They ought all to be 
put up and sold and the first mortgage cleared off. 

The gentleman from Vermont says it will take $60,000,000 or 
$70,000,000 to clear off. the incumbrances that precede the Gov- 
ernment lien. With the application of the sinking fund that is 
available for the discharge of the debts of these companies, the 
United States can, with less than $30,000,000, have a clean title to 
that road, including the terminals and everything else from the 
Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean. That does not mean Goy- 
ernment ownership of railroads, but the Government has the 

wer to bring those roads toa foreclosure, so that men who have 

usiness ifications, who have the capital and the brains to run 
these roads, may take hold of them. such men come here and 
ask the Government what it has to sell and the Government re- 
plies that it has an equity in these roads, that offers no sufficient 
inducement to capitalists. People do not run into the purchase 
of equities very fast. But if you tell them that you have a clear 
railroad from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, that there 
is not a dollar against it, and ask them what they will give for it, 
I guarantee you will have bidders for these properties offering 
much better terms to the Government than those embodied in this 
bill. The net earnings of the Union Pacific Railroad for the last 
ten years have averaged $7,500,000 a year, yet the committee pro- 
poses to make this settlement on the hypothesis that $4,000,000 is 
all the money that the company can have available for the pur- 
pose of liquidating the annual interest charges after paying oper- 
ating expenses and taxes. 

With these railroads united and with the Central Pacific cut 
loose from the lease that it has made with the Southern Pacific of 
Kentucky, what would be the situation? Now, I want to call 
attention to the statement of one of the Government directors, and 
a receiver of the Union Pacific Railroad Company, in regard to 
the freights hauled by the Central Pacific. He ought to know 
something about this matter. He is a man who has givenhis life 
almost to the attempt to save the interest of the Government in 
these roads. I refer to Mr. E. Ellery Anderson. He says that we 
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t to foreclose, But let me read his exact statement as made 
‘ore the Senate Committee on Pacific Railroads: 


Senator STEWART. You suggest that if the Central Pacific and the Union 
pe ware ane together, the line would be more valuable than if they were 
se y? J 
Mr. ERSON. Yes. 
Senator STEWART. Would that be because it would have a monopoly as 
inst those other roads that are attempting to get to the Pacific Ocean? 

r. ANDERSON. There would be no parm É mt the Union Pacific, con- 
trolling the Central Pacific, would be p from the plans of construc- 
tion which now exist in those several other roads, and would also be able to 
take for itself a larger portion of the California business than it now obtains. 
Our relations to the Central Pacific are friendly and pleasant in many ways; 
B ͤ ͤ Ä 
w. necessary reserve y relations us; w 
owned the Central Pacific, we would take very much more business than the 
Central Pacific now gives us. 


That is the testimony of a man who knowssomething. Thatis 
the evidence that comes to show that these roads ought to be 
united. So far as the line of the Central Pacific and the Southern 
Pacific of Kentncky is concerned—and understand that that is not 
a railroad company; it is not a railroad corporation—it does not 
own a mile of railroad; it was not a purchase of capital stock in 
the road, but it was trade of stock in the road for the purpose of 
3 a controlling interest, and it is an arrangement that could 
be dissolved at any time. Whatever benefit possible to accrue 
from the Southern Pacific Company to the Government under 
this bill could go up into the air at any moment. 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. ill the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. HUBBARD. Certainly. k 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. How is it possible, I would 
ask the gentleman, by any legislation of this Congress to unite the 
two roads? whe 

Mr. HUBBARD. Am I urging any such legislation? 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. I understand you to suggest 
that they should be united. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Certainly. That is one of the features—one 
of the objections to your bill. It does not unite them. 

Mr. NOLD of Pe lyania. But that is just the question 
Lask you. How can they be united by any l lation? 

Mr. HUBBARD. We are not suggesting egislation for that 
p ; we are only combating your bill. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Let me ask the gentleman how he 

r to unite them? 

. HUBBARD. Iam not making any such proposition. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. But you say you are combating the 
bill because you claim that it does not pro to unite them. 
Now, if you propose to combat the bill on that ground, you are 
bound, in good faith, to show how the bill could accomplish that 
seek wl and how they could be united. I think myself that 
ought to be done. And if it could be done, I would vote for th 


proposition in a minute. 5 

Mr. k HUBBARD. I say let the Government proceed as the 
President is pr i 

Mr, BAR That is it. 

Mr. HUBBARD (continuing). Let him proceed to clear off the 
first mortgages; and let me say to the gentleman that it would 
require less than $30,000,000 to doit. We have then the united 
road from Omaha to the Pacific Ocean. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Butthey are not any more united than 
va! are now. 

r. HUBBARD. Wait a moment; I am making the statement 
against the argument of the gentleman from Vermont. I say that 
you will have a united road from Council Bluffs, Iowa, to the 
acific Ocean, including the terminal at Council Bluffs, Iowa, and 
including the terminal at Kansas City, Mo. It will be taking all 
of the liens made by the Union Pacific, for what p I do not 
know, and the line can be extended from Kansas to Cheyenne, by 
way of Denver, without the expenditure of a dollar. And I deny 
the position of the gentleman, bothas a matter of fact and of law, 
that the lien of the Government does not attach to the terminals. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. HUBBARD. In a moment. It covers the terminals at 
Omaha; it covers the bridge; it is a continuous line from the point 
fixed by the President, in pursuance of the acts of 1862 and 1864, 
and the Government lien extends to all. 

Now I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Does not the gentleman from Missouri 
know that the Supreme Court has decided that the Government 
lien extends to any of the bond-aided portions of the road? 

Mr. HUBBARD. On the contrary, I am aware of nothing of 
the kind. : 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Do you deny it? 

Mr. HUBBARD. As a matter of fact and as a matter of law, 
as to the Supreme Court decisions you are wrong. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Do you deny that the court has so 
decided? 

Mr. BARHAM. Ido. 
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Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Iam asking the gentleman from Mis- 


souri. ' 

Mr. HUBBARD. I construct it differently. I say that the 
decision of the Supreme Court saying the lien did not extend 
farther than 394 miles was as clear a decision as was ever given, 
There can be no question about it. It does not extend west of the 
three hundredth milepost. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. I ask unanimous consent that the 
gentleman be permitted to conclude his remarks. 

The CHAIR Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Kansas? 3 

Mr. HEPBURN. Amoment, beforetheconsent is given. This 
is not to encroach upon the arrangement already made? It sim- 
ply extends his remarks in the time he controls? 

he CHAIRMAN. That is all. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Ihave no objection to that. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri will 

Mr. HUBBARD. That 


ecision was correct; it was right; it 
was law. The reason why the lite of railroad west of the three 
hundred and ninety-fo milepost to Cheyenne by way of Den- 
ver can be subjected to the Government N without cost- 
ing a dollar I will explain in a few minutes. e United States 
‘Supreme Court has never decided that the lien of the Government 
does not extend to the Omaha pidge and to the terminals at Kan- 
sas City and at Council Bluffs. It has never passed upon that 
nestion. You can not cite a decision of the United States 
upreme Court in which it has decided that in any way, shape, 
orform. It never has honn paar on; but I will tell you what 
was done. After that p ing of 1887, they took advantage of 
that, and have been insisting all the time since that the Govern- 
ment had no lien except upon such specific miles as its money had 
ne into, In other Words. if the money of the Government went 
into 20 miles of road here, and did not go into 20 miles at another 
place, the railroad companies have been insisting that the lien of 
the Government did not attach to the last property. 

Isay that that position is absurd. The officials of the Govern- 
ment, the men who have had the interests of the Government in 
their care, to guard them against these Pacific railroads, seem to 
have acquiesced in that opinion that the Government lien did not 
attach; but understand that acquiescence does not make nor con- 
struelaw. Then the question came up on the earnings of the Omaha 
bridge. If the Omaha Bridge was not a part of the Union Pacific 
system, if the Government had no lien on that, as it had not on 
thatline west of thethree hundred and ninety-fourth milepost, then 
the earnings on that bridge should not have been attached under 
the 25percent net earnings fixed by the Thurman Act. Not a 
dollar of the Government's money went into that bridge. You all 
understand that. The railroad company brought a suit for the 
7 5 of testing that, but they never pr their suit. Why 

ey not? 

The — Court of the United States has declared strongly 
and specifically, in neg Spe 2s that could not be improved upon, 
that the Union Pacific Railroad commences at Council Bluffs, in 
Towa, includes the Omaha Bridge, and runs to a point 5 miles west 
of Ogden; and if the Government lien does not attach to that, the- 
Supreme Court will have to reverse itself. 

r. WATSON of Ohio. In what case was that decided? 

Mr. BARHAM. In 91 U. S., 343. 

Mr. HUBBARD. The case of Hall vs. Union Pacific Railroad. 
Now, in regard to theproperty west af the three hundred and ninety- 
fourth milepost, the Denver extension and the Denver Pacific Rail- 
road, or the Cheyenne Division, as it is sometimes called: As ap- 
pears from the statement of the gentleman who presented the report 
and the bill from the committee, the reason why the Government 
is to raise, as it were, its present lien a little bit higher and permit, 
in so far as the Union Pacific Railroad Company is concerned, 
putting of an additional first-mortgage lien of $21,000,000 beneath 
us, was because the Government was securing property against 
= we had now no lien, and which was worth many million 

ollars. 

Now I want to take one of the trusts, the tenth, as it is givenin 
Poor's Manual. 

This trust is a mortgage to Russell Sage and George J. Gould 
to secure mortgage bonds to the authorized amount of $30,000,000, 
of which amonnt about $11,000,000 has been issued and are out- 
standing. It is called the consolidated mortgage. It covers the 
Kansas Pacific from Kansas City to Denver. It is subject to the 
first mortgage and Government lien on the Eastern and Middle 
divisions, so called, of the Kansas Pacific—the Eastern Division 
extending from Kansas City west to the one hundred and fortieth 
milepost and the Middle Division from the one hundred and 
fortieth to the three hundred and ninety-fourth milepost. The 
consolidated mortgage is a third mortgage on the Eastern Division, 
a fourth mortgage on the Middle Division. a second mortgage on 
the Denver Extension, anda mortgage on the terminals at Kansas 
City, but we do not know the or of its lien on the terminals, 
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on another 
large body of land and land contracts, and is further secured by 


It is also a first mortgage on one and a second mor 


the pledge with the trustees of a many millions in par of 
stocks and bonds, including a little less than $1,000,000 of the 
bonds on the Cheyenne Division. 

The third mortgage on the Middle Division, which precedes it, 
is an income mortgage of about $5,000,000, but all of those income 
bonds except $20,000 * to be up as collateral to the consoli- 
dated mortgage itself. The mortgage which precedes it on the 
Denver Extension secures bonds outstanding on that extension to 
the amount of $5,887,000, but the Denver Extension mortgage 
securing these bonds is also secured by a first mortgage on one of 
the bodies of land covered 4 consolidated mortgage and by a 
sinking fund, which are sufficient to pay off the Denver Extension 
mortgage and yield a surplus to go to the security of the consoli- 
dated mortgage of nearly $5,000,000. This surplus, with the lands 
on which the consolidated mortgage is a first lien (and the land 
contracts), are, as stated by the company, of sufficient value to pay 
off the consolidated mortgage to within $2,415,679.22. This would 
free the $5,000,000 income bonds on the Middle Division and allow 
them to be canceled, and there would still be left, to make good the 
above deficit on the consolidated mortgage, other bonds pledged 
under it to the par value of $4,314,000 and stocks to the amount 
of $1,797,500 more. So that there would seem to be a premium in 
assuming the consolidated mortgage, besides freeing the Denver 
Extension wholly, and the Cheyenne Division for the most part, 
from any mortgage whatever; but if not, then we may turn to 
another of the trusts—the third or 8 per cent sinking-fund trust, 
in which there is a clear surplus of nearly $3,000,000. 

Wherefore, in any event, if the Government can reach these 
assets or has any lien under the Thurman Act or otherwise, even on 
the equity or right to redeem, it is easy to give to the Government 
the property the company purports to contribute for the comple- 
tion of the Kansas Pacific system, and seemingly free from all 
mortgages and without cost. But it may be said this is not all; 
that there is the Union Pacific Railway Company Kansas Division 
and collateral 8 of $5,000,000 mentioned in the Drexel- 
Morgan securities. This, itis true, p rts to rest upon the Kan- 
sas Pacific Division clear through to Cheyenne. It was made in 
May, 1891. In respect to this mortgage Mr. Pierce made a some- 
what startling claim. He said: 

The $5,000,000 of Kansas Division and collateral trust 5 per cent bonds are 
secured by mortgage to the Mercantile Trust Company, and constitute a lien 
on the entire Kansas and Cheyenne divisions. It is also the claim of that 
mortgage that it constitutes a first lien on the equipment on that part of the 

3 inasmuch as all the equipment which had originally been bought 

y the constituent companies consolida into the present Union Pacific 
Railway Company had n worn out, and the present equipment was pur- 
gaed oy the present consolidated company—the Union c Railway 

om . 

If that is the effect of consolidation upon prior mortgages that 
included the rolling stock of the constituent companies, we think 
the information will astonish investors. It is timely for us, how- 
ever, for the proposed mortgages in the bill do not cover after- 
acquired property; or if so, that would not seem to matter in the 
event of any consolidation. An amendment, put into this bill on 
motion of my friend from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN], intended to 
secure equal privileges to all companies that should build lines to 
connect with these Pacific roads, impliedly gives to them the 
power to enter into any consolidation not in conflict with the 
terms of that amendment. We assume that the present equip- 
ment of these companies will be worn out long before our claim 
will be paid under this bill, and a good way to release new equip- 
ment from the Government lien will be to consolidate with some- 


dy. ` 
Bat glance at the history of this five-million-dollar mortgage. It 
contains the curious provision that it may be further secured at the 
election of the company by the pledge of all or any of the follow- 
ing mortgage bonds: 


Colorado Central Railroad Company . ----14 PANTEA $1, 378, 000 
opga Short Line and Utah Northern consolidated first-mortgage f 


1,810,000 
4,745, 


16, 894. 000 


These securities were worth much more than the 85,000, 000 to 
which they were to be collateral, and were more salable, too. 
Indeed, the $5,000,000 were not sold, any of them; but, with the 
foregoing optional collaterals, were apparently, only four months 
later, all put up with the Drexel-Morgan loan, from which, the 
indications are, a large part of them has been sold; but, in any 
event, a taking up of the Drexel-Morgan loan would release any 
collateral to the five-million-dollar loan, for all of the bonds of that 
loan itself would be released. 

This kind of financiering seems, on the slightest examination, to 
have been guided by no business foresight or prudence. 
We are aware that such transactions lend some little color to 


the rumor that the Pacific roads have been fixed to meet the Gov- 
ernment claim. We do not think they warrant such a charge. 
We do, however, submit that the making of bonds unsalable and 
never to be sold, even seemingly absurd bonds like the foregoing 
and the income bonds onthe Middle Division of the Kansas Pa- 
cific, and other bonds to be pledged and themselves to be secured 
at the option of the company, by | amounts of salable ponda 
challenge attention. They indicate that the right key to the righ 
trust unlocks many millions of bonds in excess of the debt secured, 
which bonds in turn dissolve other trusts, whose securities, thus 
freed, releáse one mortgage after another, and so on. 

In short, if there had been a —— to embarrass the company 
by unnecessary incambrances as foundation for extraordin 
claims, and to create trusts to secure bonds never to be issued, an 
to stuff the trusts with securities which it was desirable to protect, 
assert, or cover for a time, and then get rid of or retain, those 
purposes could have been accomplished by mortgages and trusts 
such as are manifest here, which, nevertheless, in this instance, 
we have but little doubt will be found to have been availed of for 
fair purposes. 

However, I do not know. It is impossible to get full informa- 
tion in regard to these roads. You have to get your information 
from half a dozen different books, from newspaper clippings, and 
from the wind and streets. 

Just a few words at this time in regard to the pending bill. The 
gentleman from Vermont was asked the very pertinent question 
why the bill did not include the personal property, stocks, and 
bonds of the Union Pacific Company, as it included those of the 
Central Pacific, and he said thatit did. I deny that statement, 
It does not do anything of the kind. It covers the personal prop- 
erty, stocks, and bonds of the Central Pacific, and that company 
has not a stock or bond to its name. It is leased to the Southern 
Pacific of Kentucky, and depends upon its rental for its income. 
The Union Pacific, on the other hand, is not required by this bill 
to mortgage any of its bonds or stocks, and it has millions of 
them. There are nine y-odd millions, par value, up behind that 
Drexel mortgage alone, although there are only about. $8,500,000 
of that loan outstanding to-day. There was an authorized issue 
of $24,000,000, an actual issue of $18,000,000 or $19,000,000, and the 
amount outstanding has been brought down to $8,500,000. My 
report says that the amount was $11,000,000 last year, bat it has 
been reduced so that it is now only about $8,500,000, and proceed- 


‘ings have been already instituted to foreclose that trust in order 


to eliminate the claim of the Government. Lest the Government 
should have any right in equity to redeem that property, the fore- 
closure is going on, in order to put the property beyond our reach 
in this settlement. 

This bill, I say, does not require the Union Pacific to morango 
its bonds and stocks. The bill further permits the Central Pacific 
Railroad Company to remain under lease to the Southern Pacific 
of Kentucky, which is certainly in violation of laws peed by 
several of the States, and in violation of a principle which has been 
recognized even by Congress, feeble as it has been in its effort to 
legislate to prohibit the consolidation of parallel or competing 


lines of road. 

This bill, I say, its that to be continued and carried on. 
The time that the bonds are to run under this mortgage is eighty- 
six years for the Central Pacific and eighty-three years for the 
Union Pacific, taking a second-mortgage 2 per cent bond, which 
is practically worthless, and giving away these properties, because 
if they should fail again it would require over a hundred million 
dollars to come in and clean off the underlying mortgage, whereas 
now it can be cleaned off for less than thirty millions and give the 
Government a clear road to sell. The bill is inadequate to guard 
the interests of the Government, delusive, and visionary, and the 
results of its practical application will be to destroy, not conserve, 
the rights it vainly assumes to protect. 

I reserve the balance of my time. [Applause.] 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. HAINER of Nebraska 
having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from 
the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, announced that the 
Senate had passed without amendment bills and a joint resolution 
of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 7945) to provide for the entry of lands in Greer 
County, Okla., to give preference rights to settlers, and for other 
purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 5407) to remove the charge of desertion now stand- 
ing against Oscar A. Bulette, known in his mili title as Austin 
Bulette, late private in Company E, Fifty-second Illinois Infantry 
Volunteers, during late war; 

A bill (H. R. 7777) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
furnish condemned cannon to Fort Thomas, Ky.; and 

Joint. resolution (H. Res. 205) authorizing the building of a 
telephone line in the District of Columbia. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed bills of 
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the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was 


uested: 
bill (S. 3328) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to repeal the 
timber-culture laws, and for other purposes; and 

A bill (S. 1781) making an 8 to furnish flags for the 
schoolhouses of the District of Columbia. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendment the bill (H. R. 3719) to provide for appointment by 
brevet of active or retired officers of the United States Army in 
which the concurrence of the House was requested. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL, 


The committee again resumed its session, 

Mr. BELL of Texas rose. 

Mr. Powers was recognized. 

435 CHAIRMAN. To whom does the gentleman from Vermont 

ield? 
Nur. POWERS. I do not yield to anyone, Mr. Chairman, but I 
understand that the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HUBBARD] 
yields to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL]. 

Mr. HUBBARD. That is right. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I suppose that I had a right to the floor 
as a member of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time is controlled by the gentleman 
from Vermont on the one side and by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. HUBBARD] on the other. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Mr. Chairman,I am aware that a great 
number of gentlemen whose constituents are much more directly 
interested in the proper settlement of the Pacific railroad debts 
than are those whom I represent desire to address the committee 
on the pending measure, and I should not occupy any of the limited 
time which has been allowed for debate but for the fact that I 
think the gentleman from Vermont has falleninto error as tomany 
of the okt es red which he has submitted. Most of what I have 
to say will be directed to attempting to correct some of the errone- 
ous impressions which, I fear, his remarks might have created. 

To begin with, as a member of the Committee on Pacific Rail- 
roads, I of course,in common with others, have become somewhat 
familiar with the details of the legislation proposed by.this bill 
and with the previous legislation on the subject, as well as with 
the history of the construction of the subsidized railroads and 
their subsequent operations. 

The gentleman who opened the discussion [Mr. POWERS] has 
very clearly and fairly stated the history of the legislation author- 
izing the building of the roads, but in order that my remarks may 
be reasonably complete I desire to repeat briefly some of the things 
which he has so well said: A 

The act of Congress approved July 1, 1862, authorized the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to issue bonds to certain companies named 
therein, which bonds were to be a loan to them, and tosecure the 
payment of which, together with the interest thereon, the Govern- 
ment was to have a first lien on the roadbed, the property of the 
companies, to aid in the construction of which the bonds were 
issued. No work was done under t is law. 

By the act approved July 2, 1864, the companies were authorized 
to issue first-lien mortgage bonds of even tenor, date, and amount 
of the Government bonds, and the lien of the Government was to 
be subordinate thereto. 

The Government was to retain one-half of all the corhpensation 
for services rendered it by the several companies, which sum, 
together with an amount equal to 5 par cent of their net earnings, 
was to be applied to the payment of the said bonds and interest. 

Five companies accepted the benefits of the act. They were— 


The Sioux City and Pacific road, which extends from 
Sioux City, Iowa, 101.77 miles in a southwesterly 
direction, and to it subsidy bonds were issued to the 
eee ß ens ool $1, 628, 320 
The Central Branch of the Union Pacific, which extends 
from Atchison, Kans., 100 miles westerly, and to 


which were issued subsidy bonds to the amount of- 1, 600, 000 


As it is not proposed in this bill to legislate with reference to 
these properties, it is not necessary to go further into details 
with reference to them. 


The Union Pacific, which extends from Omaha, Nebr., 

to Ogden, Utah, a distance of 1,038.68 miles, and to 

which were issued subsidy bonds to the amount of_ $27, 236, 512 
The Kansas Pacific, which extends from Kansas City, 

Kans., westward 393.94 miles, and to which were 


issued subsidy bonds to the amount oft 6, 303, 000 
err! eas ae Le 33, 539, 512 


These two companies have been consolidated and are now parts 
of the Ü nion Pacific Railway system, and in the subsequent dis- 


cussion I shall refer to them collectively as the Union Pacific 
Railway Company. 


The Western Pacific, which was absorbed at an early 
date by the Central Pacific, the two roads constitut- 
ing a continuous line from San Jose, Cal., to Ogden, 
Utah, a distance of 860.66 miles, and to the two 
companies, which are designated as the Central 
Pacific, bonds were issued to the amount of $27, 855, 680 


It was thought when the bonds loaned the companies were 
issued that the one-half of the compensation due by the Govern- 
ment for services rendered it by the respective companies and the 
5 per cent of the net earnings which was to be 9 5 to the pay - 
ment of the bonds and interest as stated would pay the interest 
and supply something to be devoted to the gradual extinction of 
the debt due the United States. 

This proved to be a delusion, and the companies having failed 
to keep the interest paid, a suit was instituted to recover jude- 
ment for the amount they were in default. It was decided by 1155 
Supreme Court in 1875, in the case of the United States vs. e 
Union Pacific Railway Company (91 U. S., 72), that the interest 
paid by the Government was not due from the companies until 
the bonds matured. 

As the companies made no effort to providea fund with which to 
discharge their indebtedness secured by the prior lien on the prop- 
erty upon which the Government had a lien, or to satisfy the Gov- 
ernment’s debt when it should become due, and as it was rapidly 
pati CAENE owing to the fact that the interest it was paying annu- 
ally largely exceeded the amounts paid by the companies, it was 
apparent that the claims against the subsidized portions of the 
roads would, before the Government debt matured, amount to 
much more than the value of the property upon which the Govern- 
ment had a lien to secure its debt. 5 

In 1878, by what is known as the Thurman Act, in order that a 
sinking fund might be accumulated with which to pay off the debts 
of the companies when they should become due, it was provided 
that the whole amount of compensation due to the Union Pacific 
and Central Pacific Railway companies, respectively, for the serv- 
ices rendered for the Government should be retained, one half to 
be applied to the liquidation of the interest paid by the United 
States upon the bonds loaned the said companies and the other 
half to be turned into a sinking fund. By the same act, in addi- 
tion to the 5 per cent of their net earnings which was to be applied 
to the payment of the interest on the bonds, as I have explained, 
the said companies were required to pay into the sinking fund a 
certain portion of their net earnings. The amounts paid into the 
sinking fund were to be invested in bonds of the United States, 
and the semiannual income thereof was to be in like manner 
invested, and the fund thus accumulated was to be held for the 
protection, security, and benefit of the lawful and just holders of 
any mortgage or lien debts of said companies, respectively, 
mount to the rights of the United States. This law, having 
tested in the courts and having been held to be a proper exercise 
of legislative authority, has been enforced, and consequently there 
has been accumulated in the sinking fund and is held in the United 
States Treasury securities and cash which is now available for the 
pa ose of paying off the mortgage debts of the Central Pacific 

ilroad Company $6,493,126.94, and of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company 815, 825,985.63. 

It is proposed by the bill reported by the committee to apply 
the amounts in the respective sinking funds to the extinguishment 
pro tanto of the Government's debt, and to this suggestion there 
can be no objection. j; 

A careful computation of the amounts which would be due the 
Government on the ist of January, 1897, after deducting the 
amount which the Government would realize from the securities 
in the sinking fund, shows that the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany will be indebted to the Government in the sum of 
$53,715,408.78 and the Central Pacific $57,681,514.29. 

To secure the indebtedness of the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, the Government has a lien on the 1,038.44 miles of road ex- 
tending from Omaha, Nebr., to a point 5 miles west of Ogden, 
Utah, and on the 393.94 miles of road extending from the eastern 
line of the State of Kansas to a point 393.94 miles west therefrom, 
making in all 1,432.38 miles; but the Government lien on thi 
property is subordinate to a prior lien to the amount of $33,532,000. 

To secure the indebtedness of the Central Pacific the Govern- 
ment has a lien upon the 737.50 miles of railroad extending from 
a point 5 miles west of Ogden, Utah, to Sacramento City, Cal., and 
from Sacramento City to San Jose, a distance of 123.16 miles—in 
all, 860.66 miles—but the lien of the Government upon this prop- 
erty is subordinate to a prior lien of $27,855,680. 

A part of the Government's debt against each road has matured, 
and the remainder will mature in a short time: consequently it is 
necessary that some steps be taken to protect the interest of the 
Government at an early date. © 

About the facts which I have repeated there can be no dispute, 


| 
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but I do not 


at all with the gentleman from Vermont that 
the owners of the stock of the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific 
railroad companies are in an attitude which entitles them to the 
least favorable consideration at the hands of this body. I did not 
suppose there would be anyone who would attempt to defend either 


the builders of these railroads or those who have subsequently 
operated them. The scandals that grew out of their construction, 
and particularly out of the construction of the Union Pacific, are 
a disgrace to the civilization of the and ought to be a warning 
to all who might be inclined to loan the credit of our Government 
to the prosecution of private enterprises. I do not, however, 
intend to be diverted from a discussion of the real merits of the 
pro’ settlement by questions of this kind, and would not refer 
to them except for the fact that it has been assumed that those 
who have been the beneficiaries of outrageous peculations and 
frands had conferred some great favor upon our country, and 
pec aay upon that section of it which is traversed by the roads 
which they constructed and have pate meaty wrecked. 

It has been asserted that it should e no difference to us and 
was none of our concern, if the Government of the United States 
was not directly defrauded, whether the manipulators who con- 
structed the roads acquired a fortune or not. From this proposi- 
tion I utterly dissent. I entirely agree that if any man by his 
labor, or by his superior judgment, can accumulate a fortune 
honestly and honorably, he ought to do so, and that he ought to be 
commended for doing so; but I dissent entirely from the proposi- 
tion that it is honest or honorable to accumulate a fortune in 
building railroads, or in other public enterprises, by watering stock 
or issuing bonds which do not represent an actualinvestment. I 
deny that those who accumulate fortunes in this way are public 
benefactors, and I particularly dissent from the suggestion that 
we, as representatives of the people, are not interested in prevent- 
ing such transactions, or in preventing those who have n the 
beneficiaries of them from enjoying the fruits of their ill-gotten 

ins. If gentlemen see proper to build a railroad, and if they 
issue stock or bonds in excess of the actual cost of the enterprise, 
the excess represents so much indebtedness which the public, who 
from the very nature of the thing are compelled to patronize the 
road have to pay the interest upon. If I were not anxious to ex- 

lain the details of the substitute which I propose to offer for the 

ill, and if I had sufficient time, I would like toelaborate upon this 
penaa subject at length: for, while I am one of those who be- 

eve that we can not have the Aal Keita which we are entitled 
in this country under the financial legislation which now prevails, 
and while I believe in the injurious effects which have followed 
the high-tariff systems of the past, still it is my deliberate judg- 
ment that far more injurious than all these has been the effect 
of the fictitious debts which have been created upon our great 
transportation systems, and which have occasioned (and I fear 
will continue to occasion) the transportation charges to be so op- 

ive upon our people; but I forego any discussion of this 
subject, and shall recur to the measure under consideration. 

Enormous land grants were made to the railroad companies, 
but it is unnecessary to discuss the disposition which has been 
made of those lands, as they were a gift and not a loan, but so far 
as the subsidy bonds are concerned the case is entirely different. 
It was not intended, and never was suggested, that these bonds 
should be given to the companies, but only that they should be 
loaned, and it was always understood that the Government was 
to be repaid the entire principal and interest upon them; but it 
has been su by the gentleman from Vermont that inasmuch 
as there ha repaid to the United States an amount equal to 
the original amount of the bonds granted, that, therefore, the 
Government ought to deal more leniently with its debtors in col- 
lecting the remainder of its debt. It isa familiar principle of 
law that partial payments upon a debt must be applied first to 
the payment of the interest, and this was in contemplation at the 
time the bonds were loaned. It was expressly provided, as I have 
already stated, that the Government should be paid one-half of 
the amount that might be due the companies, ies arog ed for 
transporting mails, troops, etc., and 5 per cent of their net earn- 
ings, and these amounts were to be applied to the payment of the 
interest, and if there should be any surplus then it was to be 
applied to the payment of the principal of the indebtedness, and 
it was thought, as I have already stated, that these payments 
would not oniy extingnish the annual interest 8 but would 
furnish something to discharge the principal of the Government's 
debt. If those who constructed the railroads had used the money 
which they realized from the sale of the bonds secured by the first 
mortgage, as well 2s from those which had been loaned by the 
Government, to the construction of the roads, and had issued no 
stock except for the money which was used in the construction 
of the eet the annual charges against the companies would not 
have been so great but that the amounts which were to be applied 
under the law of 1864 to the Government’s debt would have been 
sufficient to have paid the interest on the Government’s debt, and 
inasmuch as that was not done, and as those who constructed the 


roads made use of these moneys to accumulate immense fortunes, 
and did do so, I think they at least are in no position to ask favors 
at the hands of this wor 

When the Thurman Act became a law it was believed by those 
who pąssed it, as the discussion on the measure shows, tħat the 
sinking fund would be sufficiently large by the time the Govern- 
ment’s debt matured to pay it off; and itis probable thatif the roads 
had faithfully carried out the law such would have been the case; 
but as soon as the law was tested, and was sustained by the courts, 
efforts to divert the earnings of the companies from the sinking 
fund were made, and they have been very successful. So far as 
the Central Pacific Railroad is concerned, a lease was made to the 
Southern Pacific Railroad under which there could be no net 
earnings to amount to anything, and as to the Union Pacific, the 
construction of branch lines or feeders, as they are called, was 
undertaken, and the Union Pacific guaranteed the payment of the 
interest on the debts of these lines; and the result has been that 
very little has come into the sinking fund from either of the roads, 
except from the compensation due by the Government to them for 
services. We can well understand how this could be accom- 
plished if we will imagine a more simple case. Let us suppose, 
for instance, that some one is the owner of a livery stable and 
that he is compelled to pay one-fourth of the net earnings of it to 
another person. Suppose, then, that thesame man owns the horses 
and vehicles which are used in the stable, but does not have to 
divide any profits that may arise from their use. It can readily be 
seen that there would probably be a good profit on the stock and 
vehicles and none on the stable. And so it has been with these 
railroads. The same gentlemen who own the stock in the subsi- 
dized portions of the railroad systems own the stock in the feeders, 
as they are called, and the main line having guaranteed the pay- 
ment of the charges against the saag lines, they have received 
the benefits from the diverted traffic and an excessive proportion 
of the arenge of the system. 

I concede that most of what I have been saying on this subject 
is foreign to the real question at issue. We must recognize the 
fact that, as a matter of law, we are confronted with conditions 
for which we are in nowise responsible. and must secure the best 
settlement we can of a debt which we did not create and the secur- 
ity for which was fixed by others. But I have made these state- 
ments for the purpose of showing that we are under no moral 
obligation to deal leniently with those who have made immense 
fortunes out of the bounty of the Government and who have 
shamefully abused the confidence and generosity of our prede- 
cessors. Nor do I agree at all with the statement that these com- 
panies have built up and turned into a garden the waste places 
which formerly existed where the roads nowrun. It isa great 
mistake to suppose that the railroads make the country. The 
hardy and honest people who have settled up our frontiers have 
made the railroads possible, and the railroads have shared but not 
occasioned the prosperity, so far as it has prevailed. Prosperous 
communities were planted on the banks of the Mississippi and 
Ohio, and the fertile lands of Illinois and other Western as well as 
Southern States were occupied before there was a railroad. 

I maintain that from the time the first contract was made for 
the construction of either of the roads concerning which we are 
now legislating, every step has been taken with a view of render- 
ing it more difficult, if not absolutely impossible, for the Govern- 
ment to collect its debt; but at the same time we are not in nearly 
as bad a condition as some of the gentlemen seem to imagine. 
For instance, it was stated by the gentleman from Vermont that 
inasmuch as our lien did not attach to that part of the Union 
Pacific road which was within 3 miles of its eastern terminus 
therefore we could not use it in the event the Government should 
become the owner of the road, or that the purchaser of that part of 
the road upon which the Government has a lien could not do so. 
There is an express provision in section 15 of the original act 
cuartos the road which covers this case, and no one need have 
the least fear of such a catastrophe as the gentleman anticipates, 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman allow me a question in that 
connection? : 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POWERS. Is it not true that there was no Government 
aid extended to that portion of the line? 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I think the tleman is right on that 
point. I do not concur with the gentleman from Missouri in his 
contention on that score. 

Mr. POWERS. The Government has no mortgage on that part 
of the road. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. So I think. I listened with interest to 
that part of the ar; ent of the gentleman from Missouri and 
did not agree with him. That, however,is not the point to which 
I was referring. The contention of the gentleman from Vermont, 
as I understand it, was that the company could prevent the use by 
the Government or of any purchaser of t of the road upon 
which the Government has a lien of the 3} miles of road west of 
its eastern terminus. It is in opposition to this theory that I called 
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attention to the provision in the fifteenth section of the act of 1862, 


which covers that very case. I think, however, the general pro- 
vision of law with reference to common carriers would have coy- 
ered it anyway, but the provision to which I have referred is 


ess. A 
sg 8 POWERS. My position was that if we foreclose our mort- 
gage or seize the property of the road we could only foreclose or 
seize a line which would end at the Omaha Bridge. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. But the gentleman went further, as I 
understood, and stated that the company could fence off that part 
of the road and we could not get into Omaha. 

Mr. POWERS. What I meant was that we could not own the 


line beyond the point I have named. 
Mr. BELL of Texas. Then I see that I misunderstood the gen- 
tleman’s position entirely. 


Mr. BOATNER. Does the gentleman consider the ninth sec- 
tion of the Thurman Act as void? 

Mr. BELL of Texas. No, I do not. 

Mr. BOATNER. Well, that expressly declares thatthe United 
States shall have a lien on the entire line of the road, and was evi- 
dently intended to correct the interpretation of the law given to 
it by the Supreme Court in the Kansas Pacific case. 

r. BELL of Texas. I do not think Congress could or that it 
has attempted to interfere with vested rights. A mo: e that 
existed at the time was a lien, and Congress could not, if it desired 
do so, interfere with it. 

Mr. BOATNER. Certainly not; but could not the ninth section 
of the Thurman Act be enforced without interfering with any 
other rights? Of course Congress can not dispossess existing 
liens. It can not divest them of existing rights, but could it not 
declare that a lien could exist to secure the entire indebtedness of 
the Government? 

Mr. BELL of Texas. There is no controversy on that point. 

Mr. BOATNER. And the reason I make the suggestion was 
on account of the concession the gentleman has made to the posi- 
tion taken by the gentleman from Vermont, that the United States 
has no lien except on the portion of the line against which the 
subsidized bonds would show. . 

Mr. BELL of Texas. That was not the contention, as I under- 
stand, of the gentlemanfrom Vermont. I did not understand the 
gentleman to claim, and I certainly do not intend to concede, that 
the Government has no lien on the property of the company other 
than that in aid of the construction of which bonds were issued. 
The only point that I intended to concede, and all that I under- 
stood the gentleman from Vermont to contend for, was that the 
Government's claim on the terminal properties was not only sub- 
ject to the lien to secure the $35,000,000 debt, commonly called 
the first-morts debt, but was subject to other debts against the 
company. Of course, the Government could pay off all the debts 
of the Union Pacific Railroad Company and take all this property 

Mr. BOATNER. The gentleman from Texas was mistaken as 
to the contention of the gentleman from Vermont, who contended 
that the Government has no lien on that part of the line. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Well, I do not so understand the gentle- 
man’s contention, and state that I do not intend to concede that 
it is correct, if that was what he stated. 

But all this, Mr. Chairman, is merely preliminary to what I 
wish to say. After all, the whole Seine is a plain business 
proposition, and we should decide it from purely a business stand- 
point. We should not allow ourselves to be swayed by any 
prejudice against those who may have abused the generosity of 
our Government; nor,on the other hand, should we allow our- 
selves to be influenced in their favor on account of imaginary 
benefits which they have conferred upon our country, for, asa 
matter of fact, if they have conferred any favors they have been 
remarkably well paid for them. 

But now to come to the real merits of this controversy. It is a 
fact that these railroads owe an enormous debt of $112,000,000 to 
the Government, and to secure the payment of this debt the Gov- 
ernment has a second mortgage on certain lines of railroad. 
Some people contend that the property upon which we have a 
second lien is not worth as much as the debt secured by the first 


n. 

If this was true, then there is no oecasion for us to legislate on 
the*subject. No railroad corporation cares to pay more for prop- 
erty than it is worth, and if the debts secured by the first mort- 
gage is for a greater amount than the value of the roads, it is 
useless for the railroad companies to pretend that they are going 
to secure our debt by giving us a lien on other property. We 
would not do this in our ordinary business affairs, and certainly 
there has been nothing in the conduct of those who are in control 
of the Pacific railroads to justify us in supposing that they at this 
late day are going to do something as a favor that they can not be 
compelled to do as a matter of law. But I do not concede the cor - 
reciness of the statement that our debt is in no wise secured. We 
had a number of gentlemen before the committee which reported 


this bill,and they were persons who were entirely familiar with 


the subject. We asked them time and again what they thought 
of the value of the property. I particularly remember that Mr. 
Anderson, who has connected for many years with theman- 
agement of the railroad as a representative of the Government, 
gave it as his opinion that, so far as the Union Pacific was con- 
cerned, that part of it upon which the Government had a second 
lien would sell for enough to pay off the debt secured by the 
first mortgage and at least one-half of the Government's debt. 
So the Government is not absolutely without security. We are 
not entirely driven to the wall. We are not so far embarrassed 
as to justify us in surrendering our debts or settling on the terms 
that may be proposed by those who owe them. But what is it 
that this bill proposes todo? So far as the Union Pacific Railroad 
is concerned, the proposition is that we allow the debt which is 
secured by a mortgage prior to that of the Government to be in- 
creased from $33,539,512 to $54,731,000. If it is not ronan to lose 
our entire debt, the question is whether we would be in a better 
position and more able to collect it if the settlement is allowed 
than before. It is true that our second mortgage will cover some 
other property, but the trouble is that this property is not worth 
821,000,000, the amount by which the debt secured by a lien prior 
to that of the Government is to be secured. Of course, there isa 
difference of opinion among gentlemen as to the value of this 
property. Those who ap before the committee and gave 
their estimates of the value of the property did not think that the 
Government's position would be materially improved by the ad- 


ditional security. 

The bill proceeds u the theory that we ought to accept the 
proposition made by the railroad companies themselves instead of 
making a proposition of our own for them to accept or decline. 
No business man would ever make a settlement upon that princi- 
ple. When e are dealing with others, they get the best offer 
they can, instead of taking the most favorable offer from the other 
party to the proposed contract. We have accepted, or it is pro- 
posed that we shall accept, the offer of the railroad company, just 
as if they were entirely insolvent, and as if all we could do is to 
take what they are willing to give us. Now, I believe that by 
submitting a fair and reasonable offer to the companies, with the 
distinct understanding that they may accept or decline it, we 
can reach a satisfactory adjustment of our debt; that is, an adjust- 
ment that will be satisfactory to all those who are simply trying 
to collect the Government's debt, instead of trying to secure legis- 
lation by which their particular section would be benefited to the 
exclusion of other portions of the United States. It is true that 
these roads have not been making satisfactory earnings for several 

ears past, but the reasons for this are very plain. It is not to the 
interest of those who have managed and operated these roads that 
they should make money. 
here are two reasons for this: First, and one which by all 
means should be considered, is the fact that if the roads had 
making a satisfactory showing this body would not be disposed to 
settle on so liberal terms as they otherwise would; and another 
reason is the one which I have explained—that is, that.one-fourth 
of the net earnings of the roads would have to go into the sinking 
fund. But the settlement proposed by the committee proceeds 
upon the theory that we shonld take the present net earnings of 
the roads as a basis for settlement, and t we should fix only 
such charges as the present earnings of the road would meet. I 
think this is entirely an erroneous basis upon which to proceed. 
If those who own the stock in and the properties of the companies 
are not going to raise money in some way for the purpose of put- 
ting the corporations on a more solid basis than they are now, 
then we ra eel 3 to treat 8 pti = ris some other 
person get control of the property who wi isposed to do 
right by the Government. What is it that we propose to do for 
these companies? If they, or others who may be their successors, 
have to go into the market and borrow money, they would be com- 
pelled to pay probably 6 per cent per annum interest upon it. 

I do not discuss the proposition to extend the debt at the rate of 
2 per cent per annum, because I do not believe that proposition 
will meet with favorable consideration at the hands of any con- 
siderable number of the members of this body, but at the rate of 
8 per cent per annum there is a saving in round numbers of 
$3,000,000 per annum to these companies in interest charges alone. 
This is a bonus greater than has ever been conferred by any gov- 
ernment upon any corporation. It is one which we ought not to 
be compelled to consider the propriety of extending, but we must 
face the conditions as we find them. Without any fault of ours 
the conditions exist, and if we do not act cautiously and wisely 
our Government may lose its enormous debt. So, then, it is pro- 
posed that we confer npon these corporations a privilege which is 
equivalent to loaning them the credit of the Government, and 
thereby saving them $3,000,000 annually for an average period of 
forty-four years. What is it we ask in return? According to the 


bill recommended by the committee, absolutely nothing. We do 
not ask that they materially increase our security and make our 
debt more safe; in fact, that they do anything that will place the 
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Government in a better condition than it has heretofore been. 
But I assert that we are in a position which enables us by exer- 
cising some degree of firmness in dealing with these corporations 


to compel them to deal justly with the Government in settli 
its debt, and if they will not do so there are others who will. 
think the theory upon which the committee has proceeded—that 
is, that we determine what the companies can pay andacceptthat— 
is entirely wrong. We must insist, if we are going to confer the 
great favor of loaning our credit, and thereby enabling these com- 
panies to obtain cheap money, money, in fact, so cheap that no 
other company has ever been able to get money at nearly so low a 
rate We ought to exact something considerable of them in return. 
But if the theory of the committee that the earning capacity of 
the roads affords a correct basis for determining the amount of the 
debt which could be placed upon them is accepted, then I main- 
tain that what ther can earn is not properly shown by returns 
of recent years. 

I have already explained some of the reasons for this, but I shall 
repeat part of what I have said. The black lines upon this map 
represent the main system of the Union Pacific Railway Company, 
while the red lines represent the feeders or auxiliary lines. The 
testimony of the witnesses before the committee was that these 
short lines were operated at aloss tothe main system. They were 
built as feeders to the main system and the payment of the fixed 
charges upon them was guaranteed by the Union Pacific Railway 
Company, and from the time the process of extension began the 
whole system has been drifting into bankruptcy. But if we sever 
the branches from the trunk and let those who own the stock and 
bonds of the branch lines take their property, and if the main line 
should then be operated in its own interest, a very different return 
of net earnings would become apparent. Besides, owing to the 
universal depression which has prevailed in our country for the 
last five years, railroad earnings throughout the entire country have 
fallen off greatly, and perhaps in no section of the country has the 
depression been more acute and more protracted than in that 
traversed by the Pacific railroads. 

For these reasons, as well as others which I have already men- 
tioned, the Union Pacific Railroad’s earning capacity is not prop- 
erly reflected by the recent showings. Conditions have been even 
moreunfavorable to the Central Pacific. I have already discussed 
at length the motives of those who have control of the Central 
Pacific, but there is another reason which is even more control- 
ling than those Ihave mentioned. The Southern Pacific Railroad 
of Kentucky has leased the Central Pacific Railroad. It also con- 
trols the line of railroad commonly known as the Southern 
Pacific, which extends from California to New Orleans. Is it not 
plain that, not only for the purpose of having the net earnings of 
the Central Pacific Railway as small as possible, so as to avoid the 
necessity of paying a considerable amount into the sinking fund, 
and also so as to make as bad a showingas possible as to the earn- 
ing capacity of the Central Pacific Railroad, for the purpose of 
influencing legislation, but also for other reasons, it would be to 
the interest of the Southern Pacific Company, which controls 
the Central Pacific, to divert as much traffic as possible from the 
Central Pacific road? Freight shipped over the Central Pacific 
from California to Ogden would at that point have to be trans- 
ferred to the Union Pacific, and the Union Pacific would of 
course receive a part of the charges for transporting such freight. 
On the other hand, the Southern Pacific, having a through line, as 
I have stated, from the Pacific Ocean to New Orleans, would not 
have to divide with any other road. 

Mr. HUBBARD. And from New 
haul to New York. z 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Yes; so I understand. 

For these reasons, and others which I have stated, the several 
roads have not been operated for years past in the interest of the 
roads themselyes, and the showings they have been making can 
not beassumed as correct showings of their real earning capacity. 
Therefore, in any event, what they have been earning does not 
afford a proper test as to the terms upon which we ought to settle 
with them. But we ought, as I have stated, to proceed upon the 
theory that if those who owned the properties of the roads will 
not do something in some way to place us in a very materially 
better condition than we are at present, then we will not treat 
with them; and when I speak of a materially better condition, I 
mean in a very much better condition. > 

Our debt is an enormous one, and if we are not to receive 
materially better security than we already have, we had better 
take what we can get as the result of a forced sale and make the 
best of a very bad bargain. At presentif the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company should refuse to provide for its debts, the Gov- 
ernment, to protect itself, will compelled to pay in round 
numbers $33,000,000. If within, say, six months after the con- 
summation of the settlement proposed in the committee’s bill they 
should refuse to carry out the conditions of the new obligation 
which they have assumed, the Government, to protect itself, 
would have to pay off $55,000,000 indebtedness which would be 
secured by the lien prior to that of the Government. 


. 
Orleans they have a water 


Mr. POWERS. Fifty-five million dollars on the same amount 
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Mr. BELL of Texas. No; $55,000,000 on the whole road. 

Mr. POWERS. Then we would get the whole road. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Yes; we would get in addition to that 
which we would get now by paying $33,000,000 certain other 
property, which I do not believe would be worth near the $21,000,- 
000 which we would have to pay for it. The portion of the road 
upon which we have a lien mostly runs through a very fine agri- 
cultural country. The eastern part of Kansas is perhaps as fine 
agricultural country as there is in the United States, whereas the 
western part of Kansas and Colorado, through which the other 
parts of the road run, is very broken and almost worthless from 
an agricultural standpoint. It is not susceptible of supporting a 
dense population, and, as all understand, the profit to a railroad 
company is principally derived from the local traffic, the rates on 
through traffic being so low that little is derived from that source. 
So again I say that if the additional property upon which the Gov- 
ernment gets a lien is worth more than the $21,000,000 which we 
have to pay to secure it we would be benefited; if it is worth less 
we would be injured. 

Now, as to the Central Pacific it is not assumed that we will 
receive any additional security except that which will be derived 
from having the Southern Pacific Company of Kentucky guaran- 
tee the payment of its obligations. e must not confuse the 
Southern Pacific Company of Kentucky with the Southern Pacific 
Company proper. The Southern Pacific company of Kentucky 
is a corporation chartered by the legislature of the State of Ken- 
tucky. It was organized for the purpose of and is engaged in 
leasing and operaung railroads. It does not, as I am informed, 
own any railroads. It 3 has leased a great many railroads, 
and has leased and operates lines which extend from California 
to New Orleans. This corporation could wind up its affairs at 
probably an expense of a hundred thousand dollars. Suppose 
that this corporation should determine six months after it had 
guaranteed the payment of the obligations of the Southern Pacific 
Railway Company that it did not wish to longer. comply with 
its contract,.tae holders of the mortgages against the Southern 
Pacific Company of Kentucky could institute suit and have the 
property of the Southern Pacific Railway Company of Kentucky 
sold; and, if the Government should obtain a judgment inst 
it, there would be no property which would be subject to sale out 
of which the Government could collect its judgment. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Is it not a fact that the Southern Pacific 
Company of Kentucky, which is the company poun of by the 
gentleman, has limited liability for its stockholders, and limited 
to a small proportion? : 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I must acknowledge that I did not know 
of that fact; but it is very easy for stockholders to transfer their 
stock and avoid liabilitiesanyway. I am not supposing an imag- 
inary case. Practically all of the large railroad companies in the 
United States have at one time or other gone through the bank- 
rupt courts, and in this way have wiped out all of their existing 
liabilities, except those which were secured by a lien of certain 
property. Those whose indebtedness was secured by a mortgage 
in rem generally secured payment of their debts, all others hav- 
ing to lose. This is the case with many of the railroad corpora- 
tions in the State in which I live, and, I understand, has been the 
case everywhere else. Of course, if the debt is so small that it 
would not be profitable for the corporation to wind up its affairs 
and be converted into a new corporation, the debt would be paid. 
But it is proposed to have the Southern Pacific Company of Ken- 
tucky guarantee a debt of $24,000,000. It could avoid the liability, 
as I have shown, and I think it is perfectly safe to assume that it 
would do so, I remember when Mr. Huntington, who is presi- 
dent of this corporation, was asked the question as to the value of 
the stock of the Southern Pacific Company, he stated that it had 
only a nominal value, and that dividends were not paid upon it. 

Mr. Chairman, I think the facts which I have stated show that 
we would not materially improve the condition of the Government 
and not increase to any considerable extent the prospect of the col- 
lection of the Government’s debt by adopting the bill reported by 
the committee. For that reason I oppose the legislation. But I do 
not wish to appear in the attitude of antagonizing measures that 
others recommend without suggesting some other remedy. * 

There are three courses which naturally suggest themselves as 
those which ought to be pursued in attempting to settle the Pacific 
railroad debts, : 

First. That the Government should pay off the indebtedness 
which is secured bya prior lien, and should thus become the owner 
of theroads. I donot desire to enterintoa discussion of the merits 
of this proposition. I do not at all favor the proposition that the 
Government should become the owner of railroads or engaged in 
the railroad business. I am aware that there are very few mem- 
bers of this body who favor that policy, and so it is useless to con: 
sume any time in attempting to antagonize it. i 

Second. A foreclosure of the Government lien and a sale of the 
property. Of course, if the property would bring the amount of 
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the Government's debt, as well as that which is secured by the 
prior lien, this would be the most satisfactory way in which a set- 
tlement could be effected; but there has been no evidence before 
the committee. and, so far as I know, no one believes that if the 

property should be sold at forced sale it would bring anything like 
enough to nator the debt due us; that is, aftersatisfying the debt 
secured by the first lien. Hence, if it can be avoided, we ought 
not to adopt the second proposition. 

Third. An extension of the debt due the Government by the 
respective railroads fora long period of time, at alow rate of inter- 
est. If it was likely that at a forced sale the property would 
bring very nearly enough to satisfy the Government's debt after 

aying off that which is secured by the prior lien, I should be in 
. of having the Government take What it could realize and 
sever itself entirely from the railroad business; but the debt is so 
enormous that if there is any possibility of our being able to secure 
a reasonably satisfactory settlement, we ought to forego our indi- 
vidual preferences and attempt by every possible means to pre- 
serve the Government from loss. 

The bill recommended by the committee provides for funding 
the Government’s debt at 2 per cent per annum interest. Inas- 
much as the Government can not obtain money at this rate, but 
must pay 3 per cent per annum, I do not think we ought to enter- 
tain any suggestion of a lower rate. 

The other question then is, How can the company secure the 
Government in the collection of its debt? I have prepared a sub- 
stitute for the committee’s bill which I propose to offer at the 
proper time. This substitute provides that the moneys in the 
sinking fund shall be applied as a payment upon debt which is 
now due the Government, and that if the companies will pay off 
and discharge the debts which are secured by mortgage, which is 

rior to that of the Government, then the debt shail be extended 

or an average period of about forty years at 3 per cent per annum 
interest. 

I presume everyone will agree that this settlement would be 
much more satisfactory and beneficial to the Government than 
that proposed by the committee’s bill. But the question arises, 
Can the companies 7 ee with the terms of the proposed sub- 
stitute? I agree fully that if the present owners of the stock 
and properties of the companies do not propose to assess them- 
selves or in some other way raise money for the purpose of dis- 
charging and paying off the debts secured by the prior lien, then 
it can not be done; but I insist that they can and will do so. It 
is true that the evidence which we have had on the subject shows 
that the properties if sold under forced sale would not bring the 
amount of the debts which are secured by the first mortgage upon 
it and what will be owing the United States; but I am confident 
that in order to secure the use of the $112,000.000 at the low rate 
of interest of 3 per cent per annum efforts will be made, and suc- 
cessfully, too, to raise the money and accept the terms of the pro- 
posed substitute. If the companies would settle upon the terms I 
suggest, the Government would probably be able in a short time 
to sell its bonds; and the substitute bill expressly confers author- 
ity upon the Secretary of the Treasury to do so. 

Mr. BOATNER. ill the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. BELL of Texas. C y. 

Mr. BOATNER. I have been very much impressed with the 

entleman’s proposition, but I should like to know what course 
i would suggest in the event the railroad companies refused to 
accept the sh ena which his substitute contemplates, 

Mr. BELL of Texas. The substitute bill provides fully for the 
contingency which the gentleman speaks of, and I will now dis- 
cuss that particular branch of it. 

The substitute provides that if within three months of the time 
it becomes a law the railroad companies, through their proper 
officers, do not signify their acceptance of the settlement proposed, 
and if within a given period thereafter they do not comply with 
the terms of the bill, then the Attorney-General shall institute 
proceedings for the foreclosure of the Government's lien and pro- 
ceed as directed in the act of March 3, 1887, which authorizes the 

roper officers to fully protect in every way the interest of the 
Tnitea States. It is not suggested how the United States, if it 
has to acquire title to the respective roads, will dispose of them. 
I suppose that it would be better to leave that question for subse- 
quent legislation. 

Mr. MAGUIRE, The gentleman will let me suggest that the 
Attorney-General has asked for some legislation. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Yes; he asked that the venue of these 
suits shall be fixed in the District of Columbia. I have copied in 
full as a part of my substitute the bill prepared by the Attorney- 
General, and which has been introduced into both branches of 
Congress, and which confers 1 upon the courts of this 
District to try these cases. also embodied the suggestion of 
the Attorney-General that the foreclosure proceedings could run 
against each of the roads at the same time and that the two prop- 
erties should be sold together. 

Mr. HEPBURN. So that is included in the substitute? 
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Mr. BELL of Texas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TERRY. If the gentleman will permit me, instead of di- 
recting the suits for foreclostre to be brought under certain con- 
ditions, why not stand on the rights reserved under the act of 1862? 

Mr. BELL of Texas. We could do that, of course, if it were 
thought best 

Mr. TERRY. It is more effective. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I donot think so. 1 think it would be 
better to have the foreclosure proceedings and have the property 
sold and all questions of conflicting liens adjudicated in the suit; 
and, besides, I do not want Congress to do anything which might 
be regarded as committing it in the direction of Government own- 
ership of the railroads of this country. 

Mr. TERRY. In regard to that proposition, permit me to say 
to the gentleman that we would be committing ourselves to no 
new doctrine. We would be standing on the doctrine that this 


‘Congress stood on in 1862, when it was declared that in the event 


of a default in the payment of the debt due the Government the 
Secretary of the Treasury could take possession of the roads for 
the use and benefit of the United States. It is, therefore, no new 
departure. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. If it be not a new departure, still I believe 
in repudiating that feature of the act of 1862. If it be the law, it 
is one which is more honored in the breach than in the observance. 

Mr. Chairman, I hope I have made the propositions which are 
embraced in the substitute clear. I regret as much as anybody 
the necessity of our being compelled to even consider the pro; 
sition to refund the debts which are owing to the Government 
the Pacific railroads, but we must face the conditions as we find 
them, and we must collect the enormous debts which are owing 
to the Government if we possibly can. This, I believe, we can do 
if we give those with whom we have to deal to understand that 
we propose to insist pan our rights and notallow them to dictate 
terms of settlement which certainly will not be beneficial to the 
Government and which may not be creditable to us. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman from Missouri 
will yield to me for a moment, I wish to ask permision to present 
an amendment which I propose to offer at the proper time to the 
bill, in order to have it now printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. HUBBARD. I yield to the gentleman for that purpose. 

Mr. PERKINS. I simply desire to present the amendment and 
have it printed in the RECORD, now waiving the reading of it. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. SHERMAN in the chair). Without objec- 
tion, the proposed amendment of the gentleman from lowa will be 
printed in the RECORD for the information of the House. 

There was no objection. 

The proposed amendment of Mr. PERKINS is as follows: 


An amendment to be inserted in House bill 8189: 

“And for the 4 of enabling a connection between said Union Pacific 
Railroad and Sioux City, Iowa, and the benefit and advantages thereof as 
originally intended, Daniel L. Plumer, of Wausau, in the State of Wisconsin; 
Thomas A. Stoddart, of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri; Fred W. Esta- 
brook, of Nashua, in the State of New Hampshire; William Reynolds, of 
Marblehead, Commonwealth of Massachusetts; William B. Weedon, of Provi- 
dence, in the State of Rhode Island; Corpa C. Head, of Latrobe; Adolph 
Woll, of Philadelphia; E. O. Macfarlano, of Towanda, in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania; John Ellis, of Kewanee, and James S. Huey, of Chi in the State 
of Illinois; Isaac Ò. Elston, of Crawfordsville, in the State of Indiana; Robert 
McCurdy, of Youngstown, in the State of Ohio; W. C. tig aN f Post 
and Fred L. Eaton. of Sioux City, in the State of Iowa; W. R. Kinyo 
Owatonna, in the State of Minnesota; B. S. Spofford, of Coldwater, in the 
State of Michigan, and S. T. Jones, of Oakland, in the State of Maryland, and 
their associates and successors, be, and hereby are, created a body corporate 
under the name of the Northwestern and Union Pacific Rail: Company, 
with the usual pagers of railroad corporations and with all such powers as 
Congress may w in the premises, to construct, acquire, assemble, oper- 
ate, and maintain a railroad from Sioux City, in the county of Woodbury and 
State of lowa, ina 8 southwesterly direction to and connecting with 
the main line of the Union Pacific Railway Company at North Platte, or any 
point on said main line to the east thereof, and using the bridge recently con- 
structed across the Missouri River at or near Sioux City, in pursuance of an 
act of Congress entitled An act re MaA construction of ahigh wagon 
bridge across the Missouri River at or near Sioux City, lowa, approved 
2, 1859, and amendments thereof,’ all, however, subject to such State recog- 
nition or further incorporation, and the obtaining of such State franc 
if any, as may be necessary or convenient for the exercise of any rights an 
franchises herein bestowed. 

“And if and whenever, at any time within a period of six years from the 
date hereof, said company herein incorporated shall acquire, construct, or 
assemble a line of railr between the points so lucated as aforesaid, then 
said Union Pacific way Company, its successors, lessees, or assigns, shall 

rate in making track connections with said railroad, and shall afford to 
suc er pres he reasonable time, terms, rates. and facilities for the inter- 
change of traffle. both passenger and freight, delivering to it on the same 
terms a fair distributive share as between it and other roads connecting with 
the road of said Union Pacific Railway e ert! of unconsigned freights 
destined for points reached by the line or road of the company herein incor- 
rated, or the connections thereof, and such other roads connecting with 
he road of said Union Pacific way Company, and, upon like terms, so 
much of such bc sem fos seen. as may be destined for points more directly 
and by a shorter haul accessible over the road of the company herein incor- 
porated and its connections. 

“And the times, term, rates, facilities, and interchange of traffic to be 

afforded to the line of the company herein incorporated shall be as advan- 


tageous as are accorded to or enjoyed by any other, and in that respect the 
most favored of any of the roads or 2 with said Union Pacific 
road or any part thereof. 


“And any contract, arrangement, or device, by sale, lease, consolidation, 
through-car service, or otherwise, entered into or observed by said Union 
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Pacific Railway Company, its successors, lessees, or assigns, intended for or 
resulting in any preference or advantage whatsoever over the line of the 
company herein incorporated and in behalf of any other railroad so connect 

with the road of said Union Pacific Railway Company,or which shall 
subject the road of the company herein incorporated to any prejudice or 
. whatsoever, is hereby declared to be unlawful, aud the Federal 
courts having territorial jurisdic ion in the premises shall have jurisdiction 
to prevent the same and to secure the observance thereof.“ 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. ARNOLD], if present, will be entitled to the floor under 
an arrangement that I have made with him. F 

Mr. OWENS. I suggest to the gentleman that I have several 
amendments I desire to have printed. I ask that I may have per- 
— to offer them now, simply to have them printed in the 

ECORD. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Vermont yield to 
the gentleman from Kentucky? 

Mr. POWERS. If the gentleman from Kentucky will withhold 
the amendments for a few minutes, I shall have no objection to his 
request. I want to occupy the time, if ible, until the usual 
hour of adjournment, and had intended to yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania . ARNOLD]. Ido not see him at present 
on the floor, and I will yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Grow l; 3 

The C MAN. How much time does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. POWERS. All the time he desires. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Chairman, not expecting to discuss any of 
the features of this bill, I shall not trespass long upon the atten- 
tion of the committee. 

The gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL] has just given us a 
statement of his plan for disposing of this important question. 
He informs us that under all the information the committee had 
received, if the road was sold under foreclosure proceedings the 
first mortgage would be paid off, and perhaps one-half the Govern- 
ment lien, and possibly not so much. This is all that could prob- 
ably be received from the foreclosure proceedings. And yet he 
proposes and assures us with great comiidence that moneyed men 
Will be ready to take the road and pay off the first lien and allow 
the Government lien to be made first lien at 3 per cent interest. 
Who will invest money in the purchase of property that is not 
worth, by your own showing, the amount of money that would 
have to be invested? 

Supposing, for instance, that the road should sell for $5,000, or 
$10,000, we will say; the Government lien is $2,000, the first lien is 
$8,000. Now, by the testimony, according to the gentleman's own 
statement, if sold, the $3,000 would be paid and $1,000 on the sec- 
ondlien. That is all the property is worth. It would bring $1,000 
less than the amount of the investment. Who is going to invest 
money to make a first lien of our second one? Why should they 
make it a first lien? That is not a Yankee speculation, and if the 
gentleman had come from one of the New England States, where 
the boys serve apprenticeship in making wooden nutmegs, he would 
not have much confidence in such a proposition. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we represent the United States here as a 
board of directions, having a junior lien on property. y 

The reorganization of railroads has been a common thing in the 
country during the past few years. The first rule in reorganiza- 
tion is that the junior creditor must be the loser, if anybody. If 
the property is not worth the first lien, then the junior has no 
remedy. If the pro is not worth both liens, the junior loses, 
not the first itor. Now, we are here as junior creditors—— 

Mr. HUBBARD. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. GROW. Les. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Suppose you have a second mortgage for 
$10,000 on a piece of property. You are preceded by a mot 
of $8,000 on that property. If that property shows by its net 
earnings that it would earn a sufficient amount of money to pay 
a fair rate of interest, say 4 per cent. on the entire debt, would 
you permit the first lien to be foreclosed without bidding for it 
and protecting yourself? : 

e GROW. The gentleman can make all the suppositions he 
eases. 
g Mr. HUBBARD. That is not a supposition; it is a fact. 

Mr. GROW. Gentlemen can make all the suppositions they 
please. The gentleman himself claimed that the only basis of 
value on railroad property is its earnings, and there is no use in 
issuing a bond 8 what the earnings will pay interest on. 

Now, the first thing in reorganizing a railroad is the question 
of issuing new mortg There may be a first, second, third, or 
any number of liens. e first mortgage, if the property is good 
for anything, is a perfectly good security. Hence mortgagees 
are not required to make much if any sacrifices, unless in a fair 
business way they might be required to reduce their rate of in- 
terest. In reorganizations every where the first point is the secur- 
ing of the principal of each of the liens if it can be done. By re- 
ducing the rate of interest the principal of all liens may besaved. 
But without a reduction of the rate of interest and extension of 
time for payment some lien must lose. It is expected that the 
greatest reduction should be on the junior mortgage, Our junior 
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mortgage has been receiving 6 per cent interest on its principal, 
and, as was shown by the chairman of the committee[Mr. 8 7 
the Government has received back an amount substantially equal 
to the principal invested, if there had been no interest to calculate. 
The interest is calculated at 6 per cent, which is above the rates 
of interest a by solvent debtors for a few years back. Six 
per cent is interest reckoned to make up the sum that these 
people owe the Government. The junior creditor has been re- 
ceiving a greater amount of interest on its money than his money 
was worth. Its principal has been paid back, What is owing 
now is only an accumulation of interest. 

The question is, what can this property pay in indebtedness? 
That depends upon its net earnings, and if its net earnings are 
not enough to pay the interest on $10,000,000, there is no use of 
issuing $15,000,000, because it will be sure to go into 1 tats 
again after its reorganization. There is no railroad in the Uni 
States, ma by any directors who are business men or whose 
stockholders have any business capacity, that expects upon reor- 
ganization of the property to have greater liens upon it than its 
net earnings will pay interest on. 

As I said before, I do not propose to enter into the details of 
this question; but under the showings which have been made by 
gentlemen on both sides of this question, if you let this property 
go to public sale the Government can not collect the amount of 
its claim, That is conceded by the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
BELL] in his proposition; and it is conceded on all hands, under 
the information which the committee bring before the House, that 
on aforeclosure and sale the Government must lose about one-half 
of its debt or perhaps more. 

Now, Mr. irman, if I had my say, I would say to these people, 
“ Pay the Government the largest amount of money that you can 
raise” and aor on pores the loss of the difference. 

F bras Is not that the thing to be done by foreclosure 
and sale 
Mr. GROW. The evidence is that foreclosure and sale will not 


give you your debt. 
_ Mr. MAG It will give you more than you can ever get 
in any other way. 


y 

Mr. GROW. Oh, no; it will not. We had a rate once on the 
public lands of this country of $1.25 an acre, and a proclamation 
was issued by the President. Who ever heard of an acre of 
public land at these sales selling for more than $1.25? Put up 
these railroads at public sale on foreclosure, and in my judg- 
ment, unless this Government raises the money to pay the first 
lien, they will not pay a cent more than the first lien, for the 
reason that 9 

Mr. MAGUIRE. We have testimony that they will sell for 
$120,000,000, which would give the Government $60,000,000. 

Mr. GROW. There are some more suppositions and beliefs. 
With the testimony before us that these roads are not worth the 
first and second liens, what is the use in talking about somebody 
giving more than that amount on a supposition or belief? 

Mr. MAGUIRE. This committee no testimony taken; not 
a word of testimony was taken. 

Mr. GROW. The gentleman from Texas who last spoke stated 
that they had gentlemen before them, and spoke of the whole evi- 
dence they had collected, and that they went into a full examina- 
tion of the subject. He says that the Government could not get 
more than one-half of its debt from the sale of the property. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. That testimony was unsworn statements. 

Mr. GROW. What is your statement but an unsworn state- 


ment? ee Your statement is just as as theirs. 

Mr, GUIRE. Exactly; and theirs is w and should 
not be acted eee 

Mr. GROW. And yours is worthless if you have not the 
money. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Mine is negative. 

Mr. GROW. Lou have not got the money and do not guarantee 
that any amount of money would be paid. Money is the most 


timidofall things; and there is nothing more timid than $1,000,000 
except $2,000,000. [Renewed laughter.} Moneyed men do not 
invest their money in any kind of enterprise without knowing as 
to its value; and when noe, Parc the net earnings of a railroad 
they know how to invest. the evidence as to the net earnings 
do not show that they are sufficient to pay the interest on the first 
mortgage and on our lien, which is second, at a rate of interest 
not greater than 2 per cent on the bonds, why expect moneyed 
men to put their money into this property and give us a first lien 
and they take a second? There is no money circle in the world 
charitable enough to do that for our Government. 

Should these roads be put up for sale on foreclosure, the Govern- 
ment would have either to take out of the Treasury money enough 
to pay the first lien, or the owners of the first lien will make the 
same combination that was always made when we made a sale of 
we lands by the Government, fixing the price at $1.25 per acre, 

here would be no probability of the Government realizing any- 


thing unless the Government pays the first mortgage. Are we 
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ready to raise money and pay off the first lien? Right here let it 


be distinctly understood the Government has no more right in this 
case than any other junior creditor that has invested his money 
in an enterprise, I do not care what it is. | 

The Government passed a law in 1862, as was stated by the 
chairman of the committee [Mr. PowERs], when the bands of this 
Union were loosened, when the spirit of disintegration swept over 
the country, and when on the western limits of the country, over 
the Sierras, a spirit was growing up that if there was to be a dis- 
memberment of the Union they would have a republic on the 
shores of the Pacific. The great motive for the 2 of the 
act was to bind the country together, when the last spike was 
driven in the connecting rails of these roads that bound the Pacific 
to the Atlantic with iron and steel bands. At a time when the 
air vibrated with the boom of hostile cannon, and the continent 
shook under the tread of armed men, this enterprise was com- 
menced, and it was an enterprise on the part of Congress of 
patriotism. 

Congress did not care then whether the Government ever got 
back a cent or not if anybody would build the road; and a hun- 
dred million dollars would have been voted just as quickly if we 
could have had a certain pres that a road of this kind would be 
built within five years. it been Feisty to make it a dona- 
tion even, it would have passed that Congress, if nia e It 
was not an investment of money for percentage of profit. It was 
an investment for a percentage in FN an investment that 
would bind the Union together and hold it forever. While one- 
half, almost, of our territory was in arms against the other, that 
law passed. It was a year and a half before any capital made 
any move to build the Union Pacific. It stood for a year anda 
half without capital seeking it as an investment. e are told 
now that money is ready to take this road and pay off the first 
mortgage; and yet the evidence shows that it is not worth the 
amount of the first and second mortgage, and would not on fore- 
closure sale pay more than 50 or 75 cents on the dollar of our claim. 

Mr. Chairman, to back to my first point. We are a board 
of directors in council settling a plan for reorganizing a railroad, 
and to submit to the stockholders a proposition by which the road 
is to be ee and continued instead of being disintegrated 
and sold at foreclosure at whatever it will bring in the market. 
The Government has no more right, and in fairness and in busi- 
ness honesty, because we have a vote in our power to give as we 
please, we have no more right, as the junior creditor, to put an 
exaction upon the first mortgage than we would have as men sit- 
ting on the board of a private corporation and because of some 

wer to do so we might have to compel the first-mortgage bond- 
Rainer te release a part of their claim. Weare bound in good 
business faith to do the same as we would as individuals (without 
any vote or power to coerce a icular course of action) of a 
board of directors in reorganizing a road in which we had indi- 
vidual interests as junior creditors. 

Money seeks investment, and those who put money into great 
public enterprises are entitled to the benefits that come from 
them if they take the risk. In this case the capital of this coun- 
try stood back a year and a half after we pse the law for giv- 
ing the bonds and the public lands in aid of this enterprise, d 
right here permit me a diversion. I was always in favor, from 
the time the bill for the construction of a Pacific railroad came 
into the House, of passing it and building the road. I did not 
care what amount of bonds per mile were to be at but I would 
not vote for the land grant, use in my whole life I never gave 
voice or vote for any disposition of the public lands except to 
actual settlers. Hence I was opposed to the land grant and would 
not vote for it, and as I could not vote for the bill without it, I 
am not on the record either one way or the other. If I stood in 
the same positon to-day, I should favor the bill for bonds, caring 
nothing about what amount per mile should be given if necessary 
to secure the building of the road; but I would withhold the land 
grant, and if necessary I would make the amount of bonds large 
enough to take their place—if absolutely necessary. But that is 
among the bygones, and I refer to it now only as a historic inci- 
dent of a personal character. 

Mr. Chairman, the question is now, What shall we do in this 
case? We are legislators voting to give legal power for reorgan- 
ization to those who invested their money in a great enterprise. 
It was an enterprise which has made the dream of Se a 
reality. The le of the land of his birth now go westward to 
find the Indies. It opened this great central line of communica- 
tion around the globe. Our Government invested $64,000,000 of 
bonds in that great undertaking, and now legislation is necessar: 
for reorganization, and we as legislators, in dealing with this 
question, have no more right to govern our action according to 
our view of the character of the men who engaged in the enter- 
prise and carried it through than we would have in dealing with 
any merely individual enterprise. Neither this enterprise itself 
nor the men who carried it to success ever received from the Gov- 
ernment one bond more than the law gave them. The law fixed 


the amount at so much per mile, and they never received one 
dollar in bonds or one acre in land more than the law gave. If 
they could make money out of the enterprise under those condi- 
tions, that was their good fortune. They took the risk of losing it. 

The Central Pacific Company, under a law of California, first 
commenced work, and soon after Congress passed the law for the 
building of the roads was in full force in construction. When 
the idea of building a railroad to the Pacific was first taken up, 
three railroads were in contemplation. One was to be a southern 


road and there was a controversy between the city of Loess yo 7 


and one or two other points in the South as to which shoul 

the eastern terminus of the Southern Pacific. Another was to be 
a northern road, starting somewhere on Lake Superior, and, of 
course, there was to be this great central road. These projects of 
three lines across the continent were presented to Congress before 
the time when a part of the people's representatives here went 
forth to the battlefield to destroy the Union of our fathers. 

Soon after that event this single line was started, and the effort 
was made to have it completed in as short a time as possible. 
That effort was successful. The enterprise has been accomplished, 
The country has received its benefits. We, sitting here to-day, 
are not required to determine whether the legislation of that day 
was wise or unwise, or whether the men who engaged in that great 
enterprise have made money or have lost money by it. Neither 
are we to inquire whether they have ma their railroads 
differently from the way the directors and stockholders in other 
enterprises have managed their roads. The question before us is 
not one that we can settle by the main strength of our votes if we 
propose to act fairly and justly with the men who invested their 
money in this great enterprise which originated in legislation for 
the unity and benefit of the country and of mankind. [Applause.] 

Da leans te nor gan orn oper AME 
other gentleman who upon the bill this evening. 
As I have already said in the hearing of the members of this com- 
mittee, it was intended when the bill was presented that it should 
go into operation the Ist of January. That time having passed, 
it now becomes necessary to change the word January wher- 
ever it occurs in the bill to the word“ July,” and also in one or 
two instances to change July“ to January.” My desire is to 
offer this amendment and ask the committee to agree to it, in 
order that the bill may be printed in correct form to-morrow 
morning. I propose now to offer the amendment for the purpose 
I have stated. 

The CHAIRMAN, That would require unanimous consent 
under the rules, 

Mr. POWERS. I am aware of that, so I ask unanimous con- 
sent. A 

I did not quite finish my statement. My See embodies 
one or two other very slight amendments designed to make the 
language of the bill conform to the differences in the computation 
of interest. On sundry pages which are specified in the amend- 
ment the word ‘‘January” should be erased and *‘ July” inserted. 


Everybody familiar with the bill will understand the reason for 


that change. j 4 

Further amendments which we propose are as follows: 

e 6, lines 7 and 8, strike out“ nning on the Ist day of July, 1897,” 

and insert“ ing on the Ist day of January, 1898." 

Page 17, line 24, and 18, line 1, strike out“ beginning on the Ist day of 
July, 1897,“ and insert ning on the Ist day of January, 1898." 

Page 27, lines 6 and 7, for . 4%. 818.20“ insert ‘*$2.414.326.21." “ 

Page 27, line 12, before upon the constituent parts,” rt “to the Ist day 
of July, 1897.” $ 

That has reference, I will say, to the computation of interest on 
the amount of the sinking fund. 

Page 27, line 15, after "officers of the Treasury," insert “except that on 
amounts ascertained to be due on account of services for the Post-Office 


Department, interest to be computed from the dates of the respective cer- 
tificates of the Post-Office Devertinens.” 


That relates to the section of the bill providing that the officers 
of the Treasury Department shall ascertain the amount which will 
be due the companies on the ist day of July for transportation 
charges. I understand that as to postal transportation charges it 
is necessary to wait until a certificate can be obtained from the 
Post-Office Department as to the amount due. This amendment is 
designed to make that matter plain, 

Mr. MAGUIRE, I understand the committee reporting this 
bill now asks leave to make those corrections in its own bill. 

Mr. POWERS. That is all. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Lou do not want the Committee of the Whole 
to 77 5 any of these amendments now? 

Mr. PO RS. Not at all. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Then I have no objection to the gentleman's 
proposition. 

r. POWERS. There is one further amendment: 
Page 2, line 23, add at the conclusion of clause 2 the following; 
And any amounts heretofore forming part of the sinking fund applicable 


to said companies which shall have been applied toward ment or 
tion of such subsidy bonds.“ a rom 
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I understand that the Treasury 


Department has sold, or is about 
to sell, certain bonds in the sinking fund. When this bill was 
drawn, there was no such sale contemplated. The object of the 
amendment is that if there should be such a sale before the bill 

s into effect the amount of the bonds which may actually have 


n sold may be a 
Government. I as 
in these respects, 

Mr. MAGUIRE. The gentleman proposes that the committee 
which reported the bill be allowed to correct it in this way? 
Mr. POWERS. Exactly. - 

Mr. MAGUIRE. I am perfectly willing that all those correc- 
tions be made, but I do not want it understood that they are 
adopted by the Committee of the Whole as amendments to the bill. 

. POWERS. Well, I ask that the bill be amended so that it 
can embrace these points. When we get back into the House, I 
shall offer a resolution to print some extra copies. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont asks unani- 
mous consent, as the Chair understands, that the amendments 
which the Clerk will read be reported to the House—— 

Mr. MAGUIRE. As I understand, the gentleman’s request is 
that the Committee on the Pacific Railroads have leave to make 
these corrections and have them printed in the bill. That, of 
course, I am willing to consent to. 

The CHAIRMAN, The reprinting of the bill can only be or- 
dered by the House. 

Mr. POWERS. With a view to having the bill reprinted, Iask 

‘that before the Committee of the Whole rises the Committee on 
the Pacific Railroads have leave to make these corrections in the 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of the Whole can not make 
the order which, as the Chair understands, the gentleman rauen 
The Committee of the Whole might agree to these amendments 
and report them to the House. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. The gentleman had better make his request 
in the House, I shall object to it in the way in which the Chair 
states it. Iwill make noobjection to the committee being allowed 
to make those corrections in the House. 

Mr. POWERS. That is all I ask. I yield for a moment to the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL]. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. I desire to offer a substitute for the bill, 
that it may be printed. 

The CHAIRMAN. That can only be done in the House. 

Mr. POWERS. 1 move, then, that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. PAYNE reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, haying had under consideration 
House bill No. 8189, had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I now ask unanimous consent 
that the Committee on Pacific Railroads be allowed to amend 
their bill in the c that I have already indicated in the 
Committee of the Whole, respecting a change of dates when the 
bill is to take effect, and also that 1,000 extra copies of the bill 
shall be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. MCEWAN. Lobject, Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of ask- 
ing a question. 

ill not the amendments which have already been stated, that 
are to be made to the bill, be printed in the RECORD to-morrow 
morning? I refer to the amendments you have just now sent up. 

Mr. POWERS. That is probably true. But I will say to the 
gentleman that several members who have been using the origi- 
nal bill to-day find it difficult to follow the changes that have 
been made, and at their request and for the convenience of the 
members of the House I have asked that the bill be printed in 
the amended form. 

Mr. KYLE. I suggest to the gentleman that he also ask for a 
reprint of the report. 

r. POWERS. I think there is a sufficient number of the 
reports, if the gentleman will permit me. 

r. MCEWAN. I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. POWERS. There are several amendments indicated on a 
slip of paper that the Clerk has, and also on a copy of the bill as 
prepared by the committee. The request is for unanimous con- 
sent for the adoption of these amendments by the committee, and 
then that the bill be printed as so amended to the number that I 
have stated. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont asks unani- 
mous consent that the bill, amended in accordance with the sug- 
gestion submitted by him to the Committee of the Whole, be 
17 1,000 extra copies for the use of the House; and that that 

ill be considered as the pending bill before the Committee of the 
Whole. Is there objection? 

Mr. MAGUIRE. I understand that these are mere corrections 
made in the bill by the Committee on Pacific Railroads, for which 
the gentleman asks consent. To that I have no objection. , 

Mr. POWERS. That is correct. 


lied to the discharge of indebtedness due the 
unanimous consent that the bill be amended 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection, and that order 


will be made. 
Mr. POWERS. Now, Mr. S r, to further complete the 
of the House, that an amend- 


bill, I ought to say, in the he 
ment proposed by the gentleman Iowa . HEPBURN] was 
agr to by the Committee on the Pacific ilroads, but in his 
absence it was inadvertently omitted in preparing the printed 
bill. We have assured him that he should lose no standing by 
reason of that fact. I therefore ask unanimous consent to incor- 
porate that amendment in the bill which is to be acted upon by 
the Committee of the Whole. 

On page 30 of the bill, after the word service,“ in the fourth line, 
he proposes to strike out the remainder of that section and insert 
in lieu thereof what I send to the desk. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the proposed amendment, 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike ont, in line 4, on 30, section 22, all after the word service, down 
to and including the word “thereon,” and insert: 

“And that said companies hereinbefore mentioned, their successors, le: 
and assigns, cooperate in track connections with all railroads of 
other companies now or hereafter built to points of junction with their roads; 
and at any point where two or more railroads connect with their roads 
or either of them they and their successors, lessees, and assigns shal! afford 
to all such connecting roads equal times, terms, rates, and facilities for the 
interchange of traffic, both passenger and freight, between such connecting 
roads and their respective roads and every part thereof. And any contract, 
arrangement, or device by sale, lease, consolidation, through-car service. or 
otherwise, intended for or resulting in any preference or advantage whatso- 
ever to any such rail so connecting at such common point, or which shall 
subject any such railroad so connect at any such common point to any 
prejudice or disadvantage whatsoever, is hereby declared to be unlawful.” 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the additional correction 
pee by the e from Vermont? 

There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will therefore be printed, and sub- 
mitted to the committee with the changes indicated. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
those members who have addressed the House on this subject 
may be permitted to extend their remarks in the RECORD. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I have a substitute for the 
bill which I propose to offer at the proper time, and I ask unani- 
mous consent that it be printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, that order will be made, 

There was no objection, 

The proposed substitute is as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be. and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to ascertain the amounts of the respective indebi ess of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company and the Kansas Pacific Railway Company, to which 
the subsidy bonds of the United States were advanced in aid of the construc- 
tion of the Pacific railroads and branches as of the Ist day of January, 1898 
upon the same yore as if the whole sum of said bonds and interest paid 
and to be paid by the United States thereon and not theretofore repaid | by 
credits on account thereof were to be paid to the United States in cash on 
said day: and the said sum shall be computed and ascertained as follows: 

“First. To the whole of the principal of said subsidy bonds attributable to 
each of said companies shall be added the interest or to be paid by the 
United States upon the same, so as to ascertain the total amounts that would 
have been due the United States for principal and interest paid on the bonds 
issued to each of said companies at their maturity if no payments or reimburse- 
ments had been made thereon by the companies. 

“Second. From said amounts so ascertained shall be deducted any payments 
or reimbursements made by or on behalf of either of said companies upon 
their indebtedness at any time before the Ist day of January, 1898, as shall 
appear in the bond and interest accounts of the es, respectively, 
with the United States, or from the sinking fund thereof, or otherwise. 

Third. Compute the present worths of the amounts so found as of the 
Ist day of January, 1898, on the basis that money is worth 3 per cent per an- 
num during the period between the date of average maturity of the said 
bonds and the Ist day of January, 1898. From the sums so ascertained there 
shall be deducted the amounts the sinking fund applicable to said com- 

ies, respectively, computing the value of any bonds in the said sinking 
‘und at their market value at the time of such computation, as estimated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury; and said sinking fund shall thereupon be ap- 
plied as a payment upon the debt of such company to the United States. The 
regate amounts so arrived at shall be deemed the sums that would be re- 
nis d to be paid on the said Ist day of January, 1898, by said companies for 
0 8 ot completely discharging their entire debts to the United States.“ 
„SEC. 2. That the Union Pacific Railway 8 successor to the Union 

Kansas P. c Rail 


d com 


complete description and inventory of all the property affected 
p $o repared under the direction at 


said aggregate amount arrived at as above provided, each of which bonds 
shall be for th oes sum of $1,000, and shall be pasane as 

in thisact, Said bonds shall 1.1 

est at the rate of 3 per cent per annum, pa le semiannually on the ist 
days of July and January in each year, ing on the Ist day 
1808, and continuing until said bonds shail be paid. The said bon 


s 
the time of the execution and delivery of the said mortgage, be deli 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and shall 


be received by and on behalf of the 


1897. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


amounts of indebtedness 8 
and 


United States as payment of said aggregate amoun 
gion provided tu sortion Lot thisack, © hen the indebtedness secured 
which is prior to the Government's lien, shall have been sa 


of record. 

“Sec. 4. That the Union Pacific Railway Company shall execute and deliver 
its m and bonds to the United "States afar the debts of the Union 
Pacific Railroad 8 and of the Kansas Pacific Railway Company to the 
United States, and the said bonds shall be numbered consecutively from one 
to a number which will include the whole amount thereof, and shall be pay- 
e in lawful money of the United States. Said company shall, on the Ist 

y of January of each yaen o a — of 2 ae commencing on the 


wy da: x 3 — rev Aa vag hag of the United 
puso K e ich shall then be duo on ts said bonds 
so to . and delivered to to him, the sum of $365,000 of princi 
annum; and for ten y. commen on the 1s Ist day of January, 

y to the gang heap Toft the the 5 3 to the interest which shall 
teen be due on its — bonds, the sum of ah gh ya poten annum; and 

thereafter, commen cing on the Ist day e shall 
pay i to the Secreter of the dition to the interest whic shall 


Treasury, inad 
be due on its said bonds, the sum of $750,000 of Sete pe Fos annum until 
the whole Soas of said bonds shall have been fully pai e payments of 
be applied in payment of the bonds of said company to an 
5 ent and in the order of the number of such bonds, 
o bighost unpaid number. Each of said bon respec- 
tively, when paid, thereupon be enced 6 one surrendered to the com- 
ny and no other wake under said TOONER EDMI be issued by said compan: 
E hon th thereof. When the said bonds and mortgage securing the same chal | gas 
be delivered to the Secretary of the Treasury, then, in case the lien thereof 
is subject to no prior lien, the lien of the United States upon any of the rail- 
road and embraced in said mortgage and all charge or claim of the 
United States upon Sore TEs Of 5 of the revenues of such property under or by 
virtue of any exis cease and determine. When the bonds 


issued under section 3 of this act shall b have been paid in i as herein pro- 
vided, the ee represented thereby shall be whol „and 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall cancel and D mortgage given 


to secure the same under this act. 

“Sec. 5. That the statutory lien created and subsisting under and by virtue 
of the act of Aste to neare the July 1, 1862, and the act of July 2, 1864, and the 
act of May 7. 1878, to secure the payment of said subsidy bonds issned to —.— 
Union Pacific Railroad Co and the Kanes Pacific trip Been 
orth in said G aoia and ae ape all t. 

— and remain force for property 


for — debts owing b; ies to the b United States until — 


issue and gotea to the N 5 ol the United States of 
the bonds and m 8 
“Sec. 6. That the tary of the , author- 


ary — and he is Dorp 
ized and directed to ascertain the amount of the respective in 

the Central Pacific Railroad Company of California and the Waster Pacific 
Railroad Com to which the an su Say bonds of wh pel ha States were 
advanced in ad of the 5 of the Pacific railroads and branches, as 


of the Ist day of January, 1898, upon the same principle as if the whole sum 
of said Pinak and interest paid and to be paid by the United States thereon 
and not theretofore repaid by credits on account thereof were due and pay- 


able to the United S tates in cash on said day; and the said sum shall 
puted and asce as follows: 

First. Tod yes) 3 of tr Principal of the said subsidy bonds attribut- 
able to each of said companies shall be added the interest paid or to be paid 
by the United States u the same, so as to ascertain the total amounts that 
would have been due the United States for rincipal and interest paid on the 
bonds issued to each of said companies at their maturity if no payments or 
reimbursements had been made thereon by the companies, 

From said amounts so ascertained shall be deducted any pay- 
ments or reimbursements made by or on behalf of either of said com 
time before the Ist day of January, 
Wed pont aby Feary accounts of tthe said com 
W th the 2 — States, or from the sinking fund 
the present worths of the 8 so found as of the 
lst day Taira. Paren eis 1898, on the basis that money is worth 3 per cent per 
annum during the 3 — . — the date of average eee 2 said bande 
and the Ist day of , 1898. From the sums so ere shall 
re 3 . 1 e the value of 
es, r vely, computing the value of any bo 
their market value at th 
CC to the United States. 
ent upon the de su y e e 
gale amounts so arrived at shall fe d leemed the sums that would be fred 
VVV 1808, by said com es for 
the 3 of completely their entire Souss to the United States.’ 
EC. 7. That the Central o Hailroad Com Y. successor to the Cen- 
he Western Pacific 
Sor authorized to ‘Geant and deliver to 
the Secretary of the certain Tade who is hereby authorized and directed to 
enture of mortgage, which shall bear date 


be com- 


lete description and inventory of all the property a: . such mort- 
s E E he 8 of the Treasury, 
h wee a him his af 


W 

SC. 8. Tha Railroad Company is 2 Po mes 
ized to make, execute, and issue under its mortgage aforesaid its bonds 
amount ual to the said aggregate amount arrived at as above rovided, 
each of which bonds shall be for the pach reg sum of $1,000, and be 
able as provided in eae Said bonds shall bear interest at the rate of 
cent per annum, 6 on the Ist days of January and uly 
in each 5. nning on the the Ist day c of shail, at th 1898, and contin until sai 
bonds aleal byl said bonds oa time of execution and 
livery of ihe d mortgage, be delivered to thi tary of the Treasury, 
and when the indebtedness secured Se fen which is prior to of f the 
Government shall have been satisfir of record, be re- 
ceived by and on behalf of the United Staten as 8 of sald id aggregate | at 
amount arrived at as provided in section 6 of this act, and the 
acter of the Central Pacific Railroad pany and its franchises: derived from 
the United States shall continue until the bonds authorized to be issued un- 

der this 33 Shall have been fully paid. 

“So, 9. That the Central c Railroad Company shall execute and 
garer its mo: 2 55 ponos tothe United States a the debts of the Cen- 

tral Pacific of California and the Western Pacific Rail- 


thereof, and shall be payable in lawful money of the United 8 
company shall, on the Ist cons of January of each vont) Fc fora Ne ork ne of a 
on the ist day of Janu 5 tS BAY to the Secreta 
interest which 


United States, in addi 


XIX -37 


then be due on its indebtedness, the sum of $365,000 of 
shall pay to the Secretary of on the ist day of January, 1 

3 e 
shall Z be due on its indebtedness, sum of 000 


the 5 8 
ost 3 Ahl ont be due on its indebtedness, the sum of $750,000 of prin 
i id ts of ipal shall be 5 
said payments of princi a 0 
Be a sto to an amount in the order 
of the 3 such bonds, beginning with t 
Each of said bonds, respectively, when paid 2 — bo 
surrende to no other bonds under said mur a 
be ign fall. said se es sari — 5 ere When amen bonds shall have been 
fore refi 
Treasury cone PX, and rey the mo 
85 10. Nhat the statutory li ted and subsisting under and by virt 
“SEO. en created an under ue 
of the act of os approved July 1, 1862,and the act of July 2 I. and 
to secure the payment of said subsid ds issued to 
c Railroad Company of California and the ees Pacific 


a e 


se given to secure same 


a En dec of sections 
in the event of any 
1 5 continuing for six months in the oe De of interest the 


iatel, arare; an ni States pon entitled to 
enter upon and take on of the mortgaged properties of such default- 
ing company without a applying to the courts or te 5 for 9 80 
to do, or may at its op tute and maintain ap; ‘oceedings at 


P jurisdiction for the 


of the Treasury 
mortgages vered to the Secretary of the 
. and upon the 9 thereof eel respectively be 
gm each of e property ortgagor com 
sonal, braced CCC 
such delivery shall have all ti the effect of recording the same in any 
or copies thereof certified by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
on any gpa rules and ~ 
and, for 
ies thereof sor ima 
after their tive Ana 
the clerksof 25 t courts o 


default u 
such se 


no 


unl y 3 nor unless said compa pany 
shall have and interest then due 
and payal act, nor unless the said 
after interest accrued, but not tb warrant at me time 
of the declaration of such dividends, shall be sufficient the pay- 
83 t thereof. In no event shall either of said com 

ay any dividend exceeding the rate of 4 wel sport 

unless the $ the said company shall, at the time of declaring such 
cess of 4 per cent per annum, so long as any of the said bonds are held 
ho ton V ual to 

um so declared to the 


com 1 suffice ens — e payment of such excess and the 
payment to the 8 r or officer who shall d or 
pay or aid in declaring paying a a iind rohibited 8 oa ised by 
apon ort eae of inv cow competent 3 

risonment not exceeding two years or by a fine not exceeding G00, & 
by. th such fine and imprisonment. 

“SEC. 14, That this shall take effect as to each of Cee 


respec 
the board of directors of such 9 in nd atos over the corporate seal of 
such compan pany, si . ee pre by its bein 


. — naa a 8 
she Deeg? m hie ach subj 5 . as to each company, to the 
— of the settlemen adjustment in this act proposed and pro- 


vided; but an company which shall not so file its acceptance shall take no 
benefit from this ac pon the filing of said acceptance and the execution 
and delivery of the mortgage and bonds referred to in the second, third, 
seventh, fet Treasur: y is 


1. — reas y ork of this act, the Secretary of the 

authorized and 3 sell any securities held in the sinking fund Yor 

said company so acceptin; 8 = pay the proceeds of said sale to the amount 

of 1 855 value, as under the first and sixth sections of this act. into 
ry of the Unt United States. Any excess realized from such sale above 

the value of such securities as estimated under the first and sixth sections of 

Sety act shall be paid to the company; any Sens balon below such value nek 

be paid by the = company upon demand the Secretary of 
such sale, 


“SEC. 15. That either of said companies may, at any time after the execu- 
tion and delivery of their said bonds, pay the whole or any portion of said 
bonds, by pa: the amount thereof, together with the accrued interest 
thereon, to the Recretary of the Treasury, who shall thereupon cancel the 
bonds so paid and deliver the bonds so canceled to the said company. No 
bonds so canceled shall be reissued, but the Secretary of the 8 — 2 
by direction of the President of the United States, sell any of the bond 
which may be in ae at any time, and the purchase price shall be paid in 
lawful money of the United States. 

“So. 16. t as to such com es as shall accept the visions of this 
act, and in the manner and wi the time herein provided as to it, from 
and after the completion of the said adjustment and settlement, all provi- 
sions of law relating to the appointment of Government directors shall be, 
g 2 same are 1 5 oo re ma 2 ae onos is hereby sooned 
an provisions of law re g e co on of any percentage of ne 
earnings, and to the withholding or application of any 5 — due or to be- 
come due from the United States for any services rendered by either of the 
said companies or any of its branches or auxiliaries or leased lines, other 
than as hereinbefore provided, are hereby ig nape and all such amounts 
shall (provided the said company shall not be default in the payment of 
the interest of the bonds or in the payments required by this act) be paid to 
the said company as soon as amounts shall have been ascertained, and all 
8 or w — e either of 5 2 — 
pledging its proper repeal either of said compan: 5 
after the tance of the terms of tints att, as hereinbefore provided, have 
and possess the usual powers of borrowing money on its credit or on 
and of constructing or extending its railway 
* ise, and of leasing its railway and property 
thereof, and of acquiring title to 3 condemnation — — 

ý . to and exerc by railwa: 
corporations in the respective States and Territories in which the said Tall. 
way is or may be situated. 

“SEC. 17. That each of the companies accepting the provisions of this act 
shall keep its railroad and telegraph line in repair and use, and shall at all 
times transmit dispatches over sai 5 line, and Mapori mail, 23 
and munitions of war, supplies, and public stores upon said railroad for the 
Government whenever required to do so by any Department thereof, and 
that the Government shall at all times have the preference and the use of the 
same for all the p aforesaid at fair and reasonable rates of compensa- 
tion, not to exceed the 5 rivate es for the same kind of 
service: and said companies at es afford to all other lines of rail- 
road now built, or hereafter to be built, and reasonable facilities for 
making connections with them, or either of them, and equal and reasonable 


from mo or 


facilitie: for the transportation of f ht and passengers thereon. 
“Sco. 18. That it shall be the duty of the Attorney-General to cause the pro- 
visions of this act to be enforced, and he shall take all steps n to t 


end and shall make report to the President each year or oftener thereon, 
which report shall be laid before Con and until the execution and deliv- 
an. of the bonds and mortgages in this act provided for shall be completed 

existing provisions of law relating to said companies, respectively, shall 
re 


main in force. 

“Sec. 19. That in the event either of the said companies shall fail within 
the time 8 by this act to accept the benefits thereof, or to comply 
with all the conditions herein requ of it, it is hereby made the duty of 
the Attorney-General of the United States to enforce by public p: 
against the said company or companies all the rights of the United States 
under existing laws and to institute proper proceedings for the foreclosure 
of the lien of the United States upon the property of such company or com- 

es, respectively, subject to the said lien. 

“Sec. 20. That the court of appeals of the District of Columbia is hereb: 
given jurisdiction over any and all suits that may be brought by the Uni 

tates to enforce or obtain other relief upon any lien or liens on any railway 
or railways or any property belonging to one or more railway corporations, 


wherever such prope may be situa’ é 
“Sxc. 21. That separate liens upon different railways or railway rties 

may be enforced by the United States in the same suit when such ways 

constitute or were intended toconstitute a through line, or are of or con- 


nected with a through line or general system of railways. The court shall 
have power to make such orders concerning the sale of said property as ma 
be just and proper for the protection of the Interests of all parties concerned. 

BEC. 22. tsaid court have power toissue process, mesne and final, 
which shall run into any district and served as other like process, by the 
marshal of such district, and to enter all proper orders, decrees, and man- 
dates, incl orders, decrees, and mandates for the payment to the United 
States of any deficiency arising upon asale under such lien. 

“Sec. 23. Phat holders of liens on any such railways or property may be 
made parties tosuch suit, or may intervene if not made parties, and said court 
may order any and all p ings by any party or ies in other courts 
having 8 of part only of the property involved to be discontinued 


or stayed until the te: tion of such suit by the United States. 
“So. 24. That this act and each and eve: rovision thereof shall sever- 
ally and tively be deemed, taken, and held as in alteration and amend- 


ment of said act of and of said act of 1864, and of said act of 1878, — 
tively, and acts amendatory thereof or on e thereto, and of 
said acts so far as they are inconsistent with this act, nor shall anything in 
this act be construed or taken in anywise to affect or impair the right of 
Congress at any time hereafter further to alter, amend, or repeal the said 
acts hereinbefore mentioned, and this act shall be subject to alteration, 
amendment, or re as in the opinion of Congress justice or the public 
welfare may require, and nothing herein contained be held to deny, 
exclude, or im any right or remedy in the premises now existing in favor 
of the United States. This act shall be published and printed as a public act, 
and in all proceedings may be cited as such.” 


Mr. HARRISON. Mr. S. er, I desire also to ask unanimous 
consent to have printed in the RECORD a substitute which I desire 
to offer at the proper time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks that the substitute which 
he proposes to offer may be printed in the RECORD for the infor- 
mation of the House. there objection? à 

There was no objection. 

The proposed substitute is as follows: 

Strike out all after the enactiug clause in the bill and insert the following, 


wit: 
“Seorron]. That the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of the 
Interior, and the Attorney-General, and their successors in office be, and 
they are hereby, appointed a commission with full power to settle the indebt- 
edness of any and all the bond-aided Pacific railroads to the Government 
u such terms and in such manner as may be agreed upon by them and 

e owners of said railroads: Provided, That any and all settlements thus 
made shall be submitted in writing to the President for his approval or disap- 


proval, and unless approved by him shall not be binding. 


_ “Sec. 2. That said commission or an 
ized and empowered to administer oat 
ance and take the testimon 
and documents needed in 

Spo. 3. That 
of the next 


member of the same is hereby author- 
to summon compel the attend- 

of witnesses, and cause to be produced all papers 

© course of their negotiations. 

said commission shall withi 


due and un 

“Spec. 4. the sum of $5,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
and moby arin ont of any funn oy roapury ot others 
provisions of this act.” = 5 * 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED, 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills were 
taken from the Speaker's table and referred as follows: 

A bill (S. 3328) to amend an act entitled “An act to repeal the 
timber-culture laws, and for other purposes”—to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

A bill (S. 1781) making an appropriation to furnish flags for the 
schoolhouses of the District of Columbia—to the Committee on 
Appropriations. i 

LEO L, JOHNSON. 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. S er, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 5808) which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 5808) for relief of Leo L. Johnson. 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Court of Claims is hereby empowered to hear 
and adjudicate the claim of Leo L. Johnson for the net proceeds of 461 hogs- 
heads of sugar taken from his 8 situate in the parish of Lafourche, 
La., under orders of General Butler, in November, 1862, and ship: to New 
Orleans and sold by the sequestration commission, and the ne 8 
. to $37,351.49. d to Colonel Holabird under orders from Gene: 
—— and by him credited to the United States and afterwards covered into 
nr, PAYNE. I object; and I move that the House do now 

journ. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York objects to the 
present consideration of the bill, and moves that the House do now 
adjourn. Pending the motion, the Chair will submit a report from 
the Committee on Enrolled Bills. 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION, SIGNED, 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled joint 3 
(H. Res. 205) authorizing the building of a telephone line in the 
District of Columbia; when the Speaker signed the same. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. LITTLE, for ten days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Browy, indefinitely, on account of sickness in his family. 

To Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi, for five days, on account of sick- 
ness. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Payne (at 5 o’clock and 7 minutes 
p. m.), the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, a letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, making a statement as to why the information called 
for by the resolution of the House, dated June 5, 1896, has not been 
furnished, was taken from the Speaker's table and referred to the 
Committee on Reform in the Civil Service. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS, 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII. bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
which was referred House bill No. 9565, reported in lieu thereof a 
bill (H. R. 9863) to extend and amend an act entitled An act to 

t the right of way to the Kansas, Oklahoma Central and 
Benth wentect Railway Company through the Indian Territory 
and Oklahoma Territory, and for other Bae approved De- 
cember 21, 1893, accompanied by a report (No. 2400); which said 
bill and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MILLIKEN, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred sundry bills of the followin 
titles, reported the same, accompanied by reports; which sai 
bills and reports were severally referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, as follows, to wit: 

The bill (H. R. 10) to provide for a public building at Cleve- 
land, Ohio. (Report No. 2401.) . 

The bill (H. R. 344) to provide for the construction of a public 
building at Tacoma, Wash. (Report No. 2402.) 

The bill (H. R. 2184) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
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the erection of a public building thereon at Pekin, in the State of 
Illinois. (Report No. 2403.) : : 

The bill (H. R. 1697) to provide for the erection of a public 
building at Kansas City, Kans. (Report No. 2404.) “see. 

The bill (H. R. 829) to erect a public building at Lawrence, 
Mass. (Report No. 2405.) 

The bill (H. R. 296) for the erection of a custom-house and post- 
office building at Brunswick, Ga. (Report No. 2406.) 

The bill (H. R. 7048) for the erection of a public building at 
Bowling Green, Ky. (Report No. 2407.) 

The bill (S. 772) entitled An act to provide for the purchase of 
sites for public buildings in the cities of Hastings and Norfolk, in 
the State of Nebraska, and for other purposes.” (Report No. 


2408.) p 
The bill (H. R. 826) to provide for the erection of a public build- 
ing at Bradford, Pa. (Report No. 2410.) 


The bill (H. R. 4460) to provide for the construction of a public 


building at York, Nebr. (Report No. 2411.) t 5 

The bill (H. R. 2630) to provide for the erection of a public 
building at San Diego, Cal. (Report No. 2412.) 82 

The bill (H. R. 7380) for the erection of a public building at 
Talladega, Ala. (Report No. 2413.) 

The bill (S. 131) entitled “An act to provide for the purchase of 
a site and the erection of a public building thereon at Nashua, 
in the State of New Hampshire.” (Report No. 2414.) 

The bill (H. R. 844) supplemental to an act entitled An act 
to provide for the erection of a public building in the city of Nor- 
folk, in the State of Virginia,” approved January 2, 1891. (Report 


No. 2415.) 8 25 
The bill (H. R. 8834) providing for the erection of an addition 
(Report 


to the United States public building at Canton, Ohio. 
No. 2416. 

The bili H. R. 4790) for the purchase of a site and the erection 
of a public building thereon in the city of New Brunswick, N. J. 
(epore No. 2417.) 7 ; 

. The bill (H. R. 2790) providing for the erection of a public 

building at Shamokin, Pa. Geers No. 2418.) 

The bill (H. R. 1207) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at the city of Eau Claire, 
in the State of Wisconsin. (Report No. 2419.) f 

The bill (H. R. 7217) to increase the limit of cost for the erection 
of a public building at Stockton, Cal. (Report No. 2420.) 

The bill (H. R. 8022) providing for the purchase of additional 
property for the use of the post-office and other Government offices 
in the city of Brooklyn, State of New York. (Report No. 2421.) 

The bill (H. R. 864) for the erection of a public building at 
Malden, Mass. (Report No. 2422.) 7 

The bill (H. R. 839) for the erection of a public building in the 
city of Hopkinsville, Ky. (Report No. 2425 . f 

he bill (H. R. 2711) for the construction of a public building 
at Clinton, Iowa. (Report No. 2424.) 

The bill (H. R. 820) to provide for the purchase of sites and the 
erection of public buildings at Salt Lake City and Ogden City, 
Utah. (Report No. 2425.) : 

The bill (H. R. 802) for the erection of a public building at 
Waterbury, Conn. (Report No. 2426.) ; 

The bill (H. R. 1995) to provide for a public building at Win- 
ston, N. C. (Report No. 2427. > 

The bill (H. R. 233) for the erection of a public building in the 
city of Woonsocket, R. I. (Report No. 2428.) 

he bill (H. R. 6263) to providas for the erection of a public 
building at Lebanon, Pa. (Report No. 2429.) ? 

The bill (H. R. 2704) for the erection of a public building at 
Green Bay, Wis. (Report No. 2430.) 

The bill (H. R. 1465) to proride for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at Alameda, in the State 
of California, (Report No. 2431.) 

The bill (H. R. 5919) to provide for the acquisition of additional 
land and the erection of an addition to the custom-house, post- 
office, etc., building at Bridgeport, Conn. (Report No. 2432.) 

The bill (H. R. 884) to provide for the erection of a public build- 
ing ae city of Portsmouth, in the State of Virginia. (Report 

0. 2438.) 

The bill (H. R. 253) to provide for the erection of a public build- 
ing at Freeport, III. (Report No. 2434.) 

The bill (H. R. 783) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at Deadwood, in the 
State of South Dakota. (Report No. 2435.) 

The bill (H. R. 6252) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at Rome, in the State of 
New York. (Report No. 2436.) 

The bill (H. R. 2267) for the erection of a public building at 
Lebanon, Ky. (Report No. 2437.) 

The bill (H. R. 850) for the construction of a public building at 
Owosso, Mich. (Report No. 2438.) 


The bill (S. 260) entitled An act to provide for the construction 
(Report No, 2439.) 


of a public building at Butte City, Mont.” 


The bill (H. R. 1979) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at Santa Rosa, in the 
State of California. (Report No. 2440.) 

The bill (S. 1717) entitled An act to grant to the city of Charles- 
ton, S. C., the use of certain real estate in said city on which is situ- 
ated the building known as ‘ The Exchange.’” (Report No. 2441.) 

The bill (H. R. 3540) to provide for the erection of a public 
building in the city of St. Cloud, Minn. (Report No. 2442. 

The bill (H. R. 5163) for the erection of a public building in 
Reno, Ney. (Report No. 2443.) 

The bill (S. 717) entitled An act for the erection of a public 
building at Fergus Falls, Minn.” (Report No, 2444.) 

The bill (H. R. 4695) for the erection of a public building at 
Paris, anh (Report No. 2445.) 

The bill (H. R. 1652) for the erection of a public building at 
Fulton, Mo. (Report No. 2446.) 

The bill (H. R. 252) for the erection of a public building at 
Menominee, Mich. (Report No. 2447.) 

The bill (H. R. 5165) to 8 for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a public building thereon at Woodland, in the 
State of California. (Report No. 2448.) 

The bill (H. R. 2002) for the erection of a public building at 
Wausau, Wis. 2 No. one? 

The bill (H. R. 9897) to provide for the erection of a public 
building at Grand Haven, in the State of Michigan. Reported in 
lieu of House bill No. 3136. (Report No. 2450.) 

The bill (H. R. 2627) to provide for the purchase of a site and 
the erection of a pues building thereon at Fresno, in the State 
of California. (Report No. 2451.) 

The bill (H. R. 3620) for the erection of a public building at 
Janesville, Wis. (Report No. 2452.) 

The bill (H. R. 1689) to provide for the erection of a public build- 
ing at Washington, Pa. (Report No. 2453.) 

r. GILLET of New York, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the 
House (H. R. 6197) to provide for the erection of a custom-house 
in the city of New York, reported the same with amendment, ac- 
companied by a report (No. 2409); which said bill and report were 
os to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 

nion. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. LAYTON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill 985 R. 7242) granting pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Dennon, 
widow of the late John Dennon. (Report No. 2395.) 

By Mr. SULLOWAY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill 185 R. 9553) granting a pension to Verona Harriman. 
(Report No. 2396.) 

By Mr. ANDREWS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 3977) granting a pension to Frank J. Hood, of 
Georgetown, Colo., and late of Company D, Thirty-seventh New 
Jersey Volunteer Infantry, and Company A, Two hundred and 
fourteenth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. (Report No. 


2397.) 

By Mr. CROWTHER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 9617) granting a pension to John N. Smith. (Re- 
port No, 2398.) ; 

By Mr. BAKER of Kansas, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions: The bill (H. R. 8331) granting an increase of pension to 
Adam Crawshaw. (Report No. 2399.) 

By Mr. COFFIN, from the Committee on Pensions: The bill 

S. 1501) entitled ‘‘An act granting an increase of pension to Mrs. 
ucy Alexander Payne, widow of Capt. J. Scott Payne, Fifth 
United States Cavalry.“ (Report No. 2454.) 

By Mr. MOZLEY, from the Committee on Pensions: The bill 
(S. 396) entitled An act granting a pension to Henry Farmer.” 
(Report No, 2455.) 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Pensions was 
discharged from the consideration of the bill (H. R. 9481) to in-- 
crease the pension of Alice De K. Shattuck; and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
5 5 following titles were introduced and severally referred as 

ollows: 

By Mr. GOODWYN: A bill (H. H. 9862) to amend the act of 
July 1, 1862, relating to the tax on fermented liquors (section 
3339 of internal-revenue laws of August 28, 1894)—to the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means, 


By Mr. VAN HORN: A bill (H. R. 9864) to enact e 
5 bridge la w- to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
mmerce. 

By Mr. McCORMICKE: A bill (H. R. 9865) extending the time 
for the completion of the bridge across the East River, between 

the city of New York and Long Island, now in course of construc- 
tion, as authorized by the act of Congress approved March 3, 
1887—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. DALZELL: A bill (H. R. 9866) to authorize the con- 
struction of bri across the Ohio, Monongahela, Mississippi, 
Great Kanawha, Tennessee, Cumberland, and Illinois rivers, and 
to prescribe the dimensions of the same—to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. BAN AD: A bill (H. R. 9895) to authorize the 
Attorney-General to appoint assistant district attorneys to aid 
the Solicitor of the Treasury in collecting judgments in favor of 
the United States upon which execution has been returned by the 
yarious United States marshals, ‘‘No property found”—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MINOR of Wisconsin: A bill (H. R. 9896) to correct a 
clerical error found to exist in an act entitled An act makin 
appropriations for the construction, repair, and preservation o 
certain public works on rivers and harbors, and for other pur- 
— passed June 3, 1896—to the Committee on Rivers and 

TS. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following 
titles were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BANKHEAD: A bill (H. R. 9867) for the relief of W. 
FH. Bickerstaff, of Walker County, Ala.—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. BROWN: A bill (H. R. 9868) for relief of James A. 
pret of Warren County, Tenn.—to the Committee on Military 


‘airs. 

By Mr. BRUMM: A bill (H. R. 9869) granting a pension to 
Mrs. Mary McVeigh—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CATCHINGS: A bill (H. R. 9870) for the relief of the 
estate of Samuel Stowers, dece „late of Warren County, Miss.— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9871) to correct the 
military record of Washington Kelloge—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9872) for the relief of 
Peter, alias Louis, Heck—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
By Mr. GILLET of New York: A bill (H. R. 9873) granting a 

msion to Rachel Aber, dependent mother of William Aber, jr., 

mpany K, Ninetieth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers—to 
the ittee on Invalid Pensions. 

a Goat HARTMAN: A bill (H. R. 9874) granting an honorable 
discharge to William Miller—to the Committee on Mi saad Posy oie 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9875) granting a pension to Mrs. Winifred 

i to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

y Mr. HULING: A bill (H. R. 9876) granting a pension to Paul 
Summers—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9877) for the relief of Joseph Loudermilk, of 
Monroe SISA W. Va.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 3310) pranang a penson to Sarah 
C. Ward—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 9879) for the 
benefit of J Sng Ronan—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORSE: A bill (H. R. 9880) granting an increase of 
pension to Charles W. Brown—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. OTE: A bill (H. R. 9881) to increase the pension of 
Harriet J. Hutter—to the Committee op Pensions. 

By Mr. SOUTHARD: A bill (H. R. ) to increase pension of 
Charles S. Ely—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 9883) for the relief of the 
estate of Levi Elmore, dece „late of Claiborne County, Miss.— 
to the Committee on War Claims. ; 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9884) for the relief of Mrs. Catherine P. 
82 of Claiborne County, Miss. —to the Committee on War 

ims. 


By Mr. VAN HORN: A bill (H. R. 9885) granting a pension to 
Clarence St. Clair—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H. R. 9886) for the relief of George 
3 Jackson County, Ala. —to the Committee on War 

ims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9887) for the relief of the estate of Presley 
W. Harden, of Landerdale County, Ala.—to the Committee on 
War Claims, 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9888) for the relief of Willis Darby, of Con- 
ecuh County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9889) for the relief of Andrew J. Esslinger, 
of Madison County, Ala,—to the Committee on War Claims, 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 7, 


Also, a bill (H. R. 9890) for the relief of Lemuel Hannah, of 


Madison County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims. 
Also, a bill R. 9891) for the relief of Jessie Vann, of Madi- 
son County, —to the Committee on War Claims. 


Also, a bill (H. R. 9892) for the relief of the estate of Hamilton 
G. Bradford, deceased, late of Huntsville, Ala.—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9893) for relief of James K. Johnson, of 
Huntsville, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9894) for the relief of Anderson Hamer, of 


Madison County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause i of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

a est BINGHAM: Protest of news dealers and booksellers of 
P delpha, against the passage of House bill No. 4566, relating 
to second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BROMWELL: Petition of M. B. Mooney and other citi- 
zens of Cincinnati, Ohio; also petition of Walter Hartpence, of 
Harrison, Ohio, protesting against the of House bill No. 
4566, relating to second-class mail matter—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

= Mr. CHICKERING: Resolutions of citizens of Belleville, 
N. Y., relative to American citizens in Turkey subjected to peril 
and insult—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of Kansas: Resolutions of the Master Car Build- 
ers’ Association, opposing the metric system—to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By MR 3) ELL: Resolutions of the Master Car Builders’ 
Association, opposing the metric system—to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures, 

By Mr. GROUT: Resolutions adopted by the Master Car Build- 
ers’ Association, opposing the obligatory use or the introduction 
of the metric system into the United States at any time to the 
Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. HARMER: Memorial of the members of the Societies of 
the Colonial Dames of America, asking for the incorporation of 
the name ‘‘ National Society of Colonial Dames of America,” as 
pornot for under Senate bill No. 3087—to the Committee on the 

rary. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Sun titionsof Mount Vernon Place 
Church; Fifth Con: tional Church; Mount Pleasant Church; 
Union Methodist Episcopal Church; Wesley Chapel Methodist 
Episcopal Church; Central Union Mission; Concordia German 
Lutheran Church; Emmanuel Protestant Episcopal Ladies’ Society; 
per and deacons of Calvary Baptist Church; Rev. J. J. Muir, 

. D., pastor of E Street Baptist Church; and Revy. L. B. Wilson, 
pemg elder Washington district, all of thecityof Washington, 

. C., urging the of House bill No. 9515, to raise the age 
of protection for girls in the District of Columbia to 18 years—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, paper of James F. Brerton, recording secretary Branch No. 
371, National Association of Letter Carriers, Keokuk, Iowa, favor- 
ing the passage of Senate bill No. 3058—to the Committee on Rules. 

Also, paper from the Waterloo Order of Railway Conductors, 
favoring e passage of the arbitration bill, the contempt-of-court 
bill, and the aniye commission bill—to the Committee on Rules, 

By Mr. HOWARD: Resolutions of the People's Party of Kauf- 
man, Tex.. relating to the independence of Cuba—to the Com- 
mittee on 5 Affairs. 

By Mr. HURLEY: Petition of William Fawcett, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., for increase of duties on harness and saddlery—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of Edward N. Loomis, John Nix & Co., and other 
produce merchants of New York City, in relation to the duties on 
toes and onions—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LACEY: Papers to accompany House bill for the relief 
of Sarah C. Wood—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LAYTON: Papers in support of House bill No. 8393, for 
the relief of Mark Guyton—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. LOUDENSLAGER: Resolutions of surviving members 
of the Twenty-fourth Regiment New Jersey Volunteers; also 
resolutions of W. B. Hatch Post, No. 37, Grand Army of the 
ig blic, of Camden, N. J.; also resolutions of Bethlehem Lodge, 
A. P. A., of New Jersey; also resolutions of the town council of 
Stockton, N. J.; also resolutions of Thomas Jefferson Council, 
No. 138, Junior Order United American Mechanics, of Camden, 
N. J., expressing sympathy for the Cubans in their struggle for 
freedom—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, petition of Benjamin Patterson, of Woodstown, N. J.; 
also petition of the Methodist Publishing Company, of Camden, 
N. J.; also petition of William H. Clew, of em, N. J., pro- 
testing against the passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to 
8 mail matter to the Committee on the Post- Office and 
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By Mr. MEREDITH: Petition of the heirs of Coleman Reid, de- 
ceased, late of Fauquier County, Va., praying that his war claim 
bo referred to the Court of Claims under wman Act to the 


Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. REYBURN: Resolutions of Fairmont Lo 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen, favoring the 
of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. : ~ 

Also, petition of Henry Berkowitz and others, of Philadel 
Pa., praying for favorable action on House bill No. 4566, to amen 
the postal laws relating to second-class matter, and Senate bill No. 
1675, to prohibit transportation of obscene matter—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SORG: Petition of Post No. 646, Grand Army of the 
Republic, De ent of Ohio, favoring the recognition and in- 
dence of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

y Mr. WADSWORTH: Petition of R. D. Ashford and other 
citizens of Lockport, N. Y., for a post-office building, to accom- 
pany House bill No, 9861—to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

By Mr, WANGER: Petition of George C. Ewart and 32 other 
members of the Baptist church of Doylestown, Pa., praying for 
favorable action on House bill No. 4566, amending the postal laws 
relating to second-class matter, and Senate bill No. 1675, prohibit- 
ing the transportation of obscene matter—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


„No. 333, 
dence 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


FRIDAY, January 8, 1897. 


z Tho House met at 12 o’clock m., and was called to order by the 
peaker. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. Coupxx. 

„ of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
prov 


PRINTING OF TESTIMONY BEFORE CIVIL SERVICE COMMITTEE., 


Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. S. er, I ask unanimous consent for the 
; nca consideration of the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service be authorized 


to have printed, for the use of the committee, the testimony taken before the 
committee on important bills pending before it. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the resolution just reported to the 
‘House. Is there objection? 

Mr. McMILLIN. I should like to ask the gentleman what 
5 embraces? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, some testimony taken on two bills. It is a 

8 amount and will cost very little. 
. MCMILLIN. What are the measures upon which the tes- 
timony was taken? 

Mr. BROSIUS. What we call the retiring-fund bill and a bill 
for the extension of the civil-service law to the District of Colum- 
bia. The amount of testimony is very small, and it will cost very 
little money CP oye it. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? 

Mr. GROSVENOR: Mr. S. er, I shall object unless I can 

know one thing. I want to ask the gentleman whether these hear- 

ings have all been ex whether any notice of these hearings 
‘has been given, and whether anybody else has been heard except 
the affirmative side of this question. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Every person has been heard who expressed a 
desire to be heard, and both sides have been heard. Testimony 
has been taken on both sides. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO DISTURBANCES IN CHICAGO IN 1804, 
Mr, TURNER of Georgia. Mr. , I ask unanimous con- 


sent for the present consideration of the resolution which F send 
to the Clerk’s desk, : 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. TURNER] 
asks unanimous consent for the present consideration of a resolu- 
tion which will be rted by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved by the Hi R. tatives (th 
a a fe cc i ce 

ann 

ppen a 2 o cor- 


persons, railroad companies 
ative to the disorders in the el said year, and to 
i 


orago: IL, d 
taken by the Government of the United States insuppressing the same. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration) 
of the resolution? 

There was no objection. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD FUNDING BILL. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union’ 
to consider House bill 8189. 

The SPEAKER. It is not necessary to make the motion. Un- 
der the rule adopted the House, the House resolves itself into, 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the 
pompas of considering the bill H. R. 8189, and the gentleman from! 

ew York, Mr. Payne, will please take the chair. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. PAYNE in the chair, 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering the 
bill H. R. 8189. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield thirty minutes to the 

tleman from Tennessee [Mr. PATTERSON]. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. Chairman, as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Pacific Railroads, and in view of the Yo 5 impor- 
tance of this measure, I deem it to be a duty whic owe to the 
House to briefly recount the reasons which have influenced a 
5 in coming to the conclusion that I ought to 9 

ill. As the time given is very limited, I hope that the House will 
it me to assign these reasons without interruption. 

There is a side to this question which may be termed the senti- 
mental side. It finds expression in the aration that the pro- 
moters of these railroads were great public benefactors; that they 
practically converted a wilderness into a land of promise, and that 
the Government has made vast sums of money by reason of the 
construction of these railroads. 

I confess I do not subscribe to this idea. The truth about the 


And then, ST iain, e with my friend from Texas 
. BELL], that giving subsidies to these railroad schemes has 
an evil tendency, fostered paternalism, and given birth to 


ideas which are dangerous to our institutions. I attach no im- 
portance to the sentimental view of this question. 

On the other hand, there is another view of it which might be 
called e side. It goes to the effect that the men who 
constructed these railroads were in point of fact public robbers; 
that they misappropriated a very large amount of public moneys, 
and that they ought to be held accountable in the courts of justice 
for the wrongs they have committed. I confess I have no sym- 
pathy with this view of the case. 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman yield for a moment? 
5 I ask that we have order in the House. It is difficult 

ear. 

The CHAIRMAN. All gentlemen will be seated and cease con- 
versation, à 

Mr. PATTERSON. Itis entirely useless to discuss wrongs be- 
fore this House for which there is no remeđy in the courts; and I 
am thoroughly of the opinion, and the majority of the committee 
concur in that opem that there are no wrongs, however greedy 
the promoters of these enterprises may have been, which can be 
corrected by the United States in any court of justice. The truth 
about the matter is the Government of the United States lent its 
bonds to these railroad companies and took a security from these 
companies for their payment, and there is no trust relation be- 
tween the Government and the promoters of these enterprises. No 
right of action has accrued on the part of the Government. And 
when I lay down these legal propositions in this way I am thor- 
oughly in accord with the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States in the case of the United States against The Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, . in 98 United States Reports. 
7 the opinion given this commit- 
tee by the Attorney-General of the United States. We have no 
legal rights, so far as wrongs complained of are concerned, against 
the promoters of this enterprise. For whatever wrongs were 
committed, if they were accountable at all they were account-, 
able to the companies and the stockholders of the companies, and 
not to the United States. 

Now, for the purposes of what I am about to say, I shall treat 
the entire line extending from the Missouri River to San Jose, 
Cal., and from Kansas City to the three hundred and ninety-third, 
milepost out west as one line, simply for the reason that the same 
laws and the same conditions are isely si yer to both lines. 
Now, the facts are that these various lines of subsidized railrodds 
amount to 2,293.4 miles. This embraces neither the terminal facili+ 
ties at Omaha, Denver, Ogden, Kansas City, nor San Francisco, 
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Again, the first-mortgage bonds on these 2,293 miles of railroad 
amounted to $61,385,000. The Government bonds loaned to these 
railroad companies amounted to $61,395,680. Now, mark you, 


these subsidy bonds were not the bonds of the railroad companies. 
They were the bonds of the United States Government, loaned to 
them; and the only security which the Government of the United 
States took was a second mortgage on these 2,293 miles of railroad; 
and the Supreme Court of the United States, in the case referred 
to, so holds—that this was the security, and the only security, 
which the Government had for the payment of this loan. 

Mr. BOATNER. What case does the gentleman refer to? 

Mr. PATTERSON, It is the case of the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company against The United States, reported in 98 United States 
Reports. I called the case a moment ago. 

ow I desire to call attention to the fact that the incumbrance 
on these lines amounted to $53,545 per mile, and it is no wonder 
that these two railroad companies in the rapid construction of their 
lines lapped as described by my friend from Vermont [Mr. Pow- 
ERS]. te is no wonder, I say, that each of these companies should 
have been anxious to construct as many miles of railroad as pos- 
sible under these conditions, and I have no doubt that the pro- 
moters of these enterprises, out of the opportunity given them by 
the Government, made very large sums of money. 

The next fact to which I desire to call attention is this: By the 
acts of 1862 and 1864 the Congress provided that one-half the com- 

msation paid by the Government to these railroad companies for 

ansportation should go into the Treasury of the United States 
for the purpose of rang a fund sufficient to meet the interest 
annually accruing upon the bonds of the Government, and 5 per 
cent of the net earnings of the companies was to go into a sinking 
fund for the purpose of redeeming the bonds at maturity. This 
rovision, deemed at the time ample to protect the Government, 
ame wholly insufficient by reason of the rapid decline in 
freight rates, in passenger rates, and in the compensation for car- 
rying the mails, army stores, and all other supplies transported 
by these railroads on account of the Government. The interest at 
6 per cent remained, but all these charges were greatly diminished, 
-and the high rate of interest and the constant diminution in the 
amounts paid by the Government to the companies brought about 
a condition of affairs which made this provision wholly inadequate 
for the purposes originally in view. Thereupon an effort was 
made on the part of the Government, by a suit against the rail- 
road companies, to enforce the collection of the interest which it 
had paid upon its bonds, but the Supreme Court of the United 
States held, in 1875, that the Government having made such pro- 
yision as it had deemed sufficient to meet the interest upon the 
bonds it had loaned to the companies, no interest matured until 
the maturity of the bonds themselves, and that therefore the com- 
anies were not liable in that suit. Thereupon, in 1878, Judge 
urman introduced his act, which became a law. Instead of 
requiring but half the compensation due from the Government to 
the railroad companies to be paid into the Treasury, that act 
required that the whole of it should be paid in, one-half to go to 
the interest account and the other half to go into the sinking fund 
for the purpose of retiring the bonds. It provided, furthermore, 
that the 5 per cent of net earnings which was to go into the sink- 
ing fund under the acts of 1862 and 1864 should still be paid, and 
then it provided that if the entire compensation and that 5 per 
cent should not equal 25 per cent of the net earnings of the road, 
then the companies should pay a sum not exceeding $850,000 in 
addition, so as to make the amount which would go into the 
Treasury annually equal to at least 25 per cent of the net earnings 
of the rai é 

Let us see how this account stands with the Government of the 
United States. The Government mortgages, as I have stated, 
amount to $61,395,680. The interest which had accumulated up 
to the 1st day of January, 1897, amounted to the enormous sum 
of $106,557,125, making the entire debt due to the Government of 
the United States from these companies $168,152,805. But in the 
meantime, under the acts of 1862 and 1864, and also under the 
Thurman Act, a fund was accumulating in the Treasury to the 
credit of these railroad companies and it amounted to $56,755,394; 
which, taken from the gross sum, leaves a net balance on the Ist 
day of January, 1897, of $111.396,411 due to the Government of 
the United States. Now, when you add to this the $61,385,000, the 
amount of the first-mortgage bonds which rest upon this property, 
you have an aggregate of $172,702,411 of incumbrance on these 
2,293 miles of railroad. That amounts to $75,352 a mile, without 
embracing the terminal facilities at any of the points along the 
entire route. 

Mr. BOATNER. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. PATTERSON. I would rather not. I requested at the 
beginning that I should not be interrupted, and I prefer not to be. 

r. BOATNER. Very well. 
Mr. PATTERSON. ow, the question is, Mr. Chairman, What 
is the Government going to do with this enormous indebtedness 
which is due to it of $111,000,000? We ought to look at it as a 


business question. I submit, Mr. Chairman, that we must take 
one of two alternatives. It means the foreclosure of the mortgage 
upon these railroad companies and the Government ownership of 
this entire line or it means a settlement with the existing railroad 
companies. I desire to say that, so far as I am concerned, my 
face is set like flint against any proposition which looks to the 
Government ownership of a mile of railroad in this Republic. 
[Applause.] I would, so far as I am concerned, rather see this 
entire debt canceled than to see the Government engaged in the 
operation of a railroad. I have done what I could since I entered 
public life to take the Government out of the banking business, 
and I now enter my protest against the Government going into 
the railroad business. . 

If we go into a settlement with these companies, we must go 
into it intelligently and on terms which will enable them to liqui- 
date ultimately this enormous debt due the Government. And 
the very first remark I wish to make in this connection is that 
time is an important and essential element of the transaction. 
There is not a railroad in the United States, so far as my observa- 
tion extends, on which a mo does not rest. The whole 
system of building railroads in the United States consists in plac- 
ing mortgages upon these properties for long terms of years and 
then paying the interest upon those mortgages semiannually out 
of the incomes of the roads. 

The fact is that these bonds have matured or are about to ma- 
ture, and this whole indebtedness, amounting to $172,000,000, is 
now practically due, The only way in which we can take care of 
that indebtedness is to do as is done in every other similar case— 
extend the time by placing bonds upon the property at such a rate 
of interest as will enable the companies, within the limitations 
prescribed, to pay the interest and to pay ultimately the princi- 
pal of the indebtedness. 

In this connection, I submit that it is very important to embrace 
in the security of the Government not only the 2,293 miles of 
railroad extending from the Missouri River to San Jose, but all the 
other properties of these companies, embracing about 1,000 addi- 
tional miles of railroad, and also the terminal facilities at Omaha, 
Kansas City, Denver, Ogden, and San Francisco. These lines, 
haying been constructed in conjunction with the roads of those 
companies, are important in the progress of their administration; 
and it is very material that the mortgage of the Government 
should extend so as to embrace the entire mileage of the com- 
panies and all their facilities for transportation. 

As to the additional security, in respect to the Central Pacific 
Railroad, the mortgage extends over 442 miles of railroad not 
embraced in the aided line, and the railroad running into San 
Francisco and all the terminal facilities at San Francisco and Oak- 
land. There is one important fact in this connection to which I 
desire to call attention, and it is that the fixed charges upon this 
additional mileage of railroads are being paid to-day by the Central 
Pacific Company. There is no default in the payment of interest. 
The Central Pacific Railroad Company has d the interest at 
maturity upon these liens; and as, under the provisions of the 
bill, the first mortgage is to be reduced so that the bonds shall 
bear a rate of interest not exceeding 5 per cent, it is safe to say 
that the mortgage extending over these terminal facilities and this 
additional mileage of 442 miles will be an additional security and 
better for the vernment. In addition to this, the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company indorses this contract for the Central 
Pacific Railroad Company and guarantees the payment of all the 
obligations assumed by it under the proposed settlement. 

In respect to the Union Pacific Railroad, I regret that my friend 
from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] is not in his seat, because since he 
put the question to the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. POWERS] 
yesterday I have looked a little more carefully into the matter he 
referred to. The Union Pacific Railroad proposes to embrace in 
the mortgage the line of road be, aning poB miles from Kansas 
City, which extends to Denver and from Denver to the junction on 
the main line at Cheyenne, a distance of 881 miles. It is proposed 
to put that property into this settlement at the rate of $17,500 a 
mile. In other words, while this part of the line is just as im- 
portant as the 393 miles east and is to all intents and purposes a 
part of the main line and is just as valuable, it goes into the ar- 
rangement at the rate of $17,500 a mile, while the mortgage upon 
the main line amounts to more than $25,000 a mile. 

Again, there are 194 miles of branch lines, and these go into the 
arrangement at a valuation of only $8,000 per mile. Then there 
are the brido at Omaha, the terminal properties at Omaha, 
Kansas City, Denver, and Ogden, together with the lands, which, 
in my judgment, are not worth $16,000,000 or anything like that 
sum. On that proposition I agree with my friend from Texas 
Be BELL]. Thenthereisthe equipment, amounting to$1,400,000, 

covered by 


1l these are embraced in the settlement and are to 
the proposed mortgage to the Government. 

Let us see how it will work. The interest charges on the unaided 
and aided line belonging to the Union Pacific system amounts to 
Under this bill the mortgage bonds provided 


$3,323,300 annually, 
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for in this settlement are to bear a rate of interest not exceeding 4 
per cent. Now, when the first mortgage is placed upon all these 
‘properties, including all the terminal facilities, the interest charges 
‘annually will amount to $2,171,520; that is to say, there will be an 
annual reduction of 81, 151, 780. 

The present annual interest charge upon the first-mortgage bonds 
on the aided portions of these r is $2,011,920, whereas interest 
charges upon the subsidized lines of the Union Pacific Railroad 
under the 1 bill will amount only to $1,341,280, or a saving 
of $670,640 in favor of the Government. The present annual in- 
terest e of $2,110,920 will be increased under the operation of 
\the bill to $2,271,520. In other words, the entire interest charges 
upon all the property of the Union Pacific, including the aided 
and the unaided portions of the line and all the terminal facilities 
‘will be only $160,000 more annually than it is to-day on the aided 
‘portion alone. 

The CHAIRMAN, The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I would like very much to be permitted to 
proceed for a few minutes tonger. 

Mr. POWERS. _I yield to the gentleman ten minutes longer, 

Mr. PATTERSON. As I was saying, on the aided portion of 
the roads the interest on the first-mortgage bonds accruing now 
is within $160,000 of the amount of the entire interest that will be 
paid on the first-mo bonds, embracing all of the aided and 
unaided portions of the lines, and all the terminal facilities at all 
points along the line. 

Mr. HERMANN. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I would prefer not to yield at present. 

Mr. HERMANN. I only wish to ask the gentleman what 
remedy the Government reserves in the bill in the event of default 
of payment of the semiannual interest by the railroad? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Iwas just coming to that point, and my 
friend anticipates only for a moment what I have to say. 

On the point I am just leaving, I submit that it is a substantial 
increase of the security of the Government, and the security of 
the Government is greatly strengthened by the proposed settle- 
ment. 8 

But there is another view of the question to which I wish to call 
the attention of the committee. It is this: There are embraced in 
‘the bill 1,017 miles of additional railroad. On these lines the 
Government transports its troops, its mails, its supplies, its muni- 
tions of war, and everything that the Government needs to trans- 
port in the country through which the lines run. Therefore the 
compensation which the Government pays these two railroads is 
very largely increased by means of the inclusion of these unaided 
lines and terminal facilities in its mortgage. 


support this bill. I desire to say in conclusion that the committee 
pere the most careful and painstaking investigation to the subject. 

ey have listened to arguments both for and against the propo- 
sition. The committee have gone to all of the sources of 8 
tion that were available, and I shall vote for this measure believin 
that if it be enacted into a law these companies will accept watt 
comply with the terms of settlement. 

I will vote for it because under all the circumstances I believe 
it to be the best settlement we can make for the Government. We 
are not responsible for the conditions which confront this Con- 

. They have come down to usfrom thelast generation. We 
can only deal with them as they are, and do that which we believe 
to be best for the country. 

I yield the balance of my time, if I have any remaining, to the 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. POWERS]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has three minutes remain- 


ing. 
Fir. POWERS. I sug: that the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. HUBBARD] go ahead. 
Mr. HUBB. I yield an hour and thirty minutes to the 
ntleman from Alabama [Mr. Harrison], with the privilege of 
istributing that time as he pleases. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. Grow haying taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, sundry messages in writing from 
the President of the United States were communicated to the 
House of Representatives by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, 
who also announced that the President had approved and signed 
the bill (H. R. 9700) authorizing the issuing and loaning of the 
ensigns, flags, signal numbers, etc., of the United States for the 
purpose of decorating the streets of Washington on the occasion 
of inaugural ceremonies on the 4th of March, 1897. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL, : 

The committee again resumed its session. 

Mr. HARRISON. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the gentleman come over this way, so 
that he can be heard? 

Mr. HARRISON. I should like very much to accommodate the 
gentleman, but I have some papers before me which desire to use 
in my argument. If Iam not heard, however, I will change my 
position. ‘ 

Mr. Chairman, I agree with the distinguished chairman of the 
Committee on Pacific Railroads [Mr. Powers] in believing that 
this is a at business proposition. I further agree with him 
that the time for action has come. But, Mr. Chairman, I do not 


And now to the point to which my friend from Oregon called | and can not agree with him and the majority of the committee in 
my attention. In the event the railroad companies make default | believing that the bill now pending is the remedy or is such action 


lin the payment of the interest, under the provisions of the bill the 
President of the United States has the right to retain the entire 
compensation otherwise to be paid by it to the railroad companies, 
and it is to be instantly covered into the Treasury to protect the 
Government from loss. 

$ . Does. the same raned extend to the non- 
1 0 8 of the principal at the rate of $1,000 a day as fixed in the 


Mr. PATTERSON. The same, precisely. In other words, the 


as Congress should adopt as a ement of this important busi- 
ness transaction, a transaction involving, as we have been told, 
$110,000,000 or $112,000,000. 

I propose, Mr. Chairman, first briefly to submit my reasons wh 
I believe the report of the majority should not be adopted. 
must do so rapi ay for a number of my colleagues and associates 
desire to be heard, and I have consented to divide my time with 
three or four other gentlemen. 

First, I say that the proposition embraced in the report of the 


remedy that the Government has for the nonpayment of the majority is too liberal to the railroad companies. I agree with 
principal and semiannual payment of the interest, as provided in | my friend and colleague the gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL], 


e bill, is that the Government can stop payment of any compen- 


sation to the companies for transportation; and this includes not | owners of 


who so 1 showed this committee on yesterday that the 
ese railroads have not so acted in the past as to entitle 


only the compensation accruing upon the aided lines, but also | them to any further privileges or favors at the hands of the Ameri- 


upon the unaided lines. And, Mr. Chairman, not only do we 
stop that by the provisions of the bill on account of the failure to 
make the required payments on the principal, but we stop it also 
on account of the default in the payment of the semiannual 
83 So that in either event the Government is amply pro- 
‘tected. 

Mr. HERMANN. What lien does the Government retain for 
the charges which have accrued in the meantime? 

Mr. PATTERSON. As long as the companies pay their semi- 
annual interest into the Treasury of the United States and the 
sum required to be paid annually on the principal the Govern- 
ment will pay them for the transportation of its troops, supplies, 
mails, and munitions of war, just like it would pay any other cor- 
‘poration for such services. 

One other point and I will conclude. We required the railroad 
companies to come before the committee and submit a statement 
of the gross and net earnings of the road for the precoding five 
years. It was perfectly apparent to the committee that these com- 
‘panies could not carry out this arrangement if as much as 3 per 
cent was imposed in the way of interest on the debt, and while 
‘the companies might make an annual payment on the principal, 
and semiannually pay 2 per cent interest on this enormous indebt- 
edness, it was clear that they could not go beyond those figures, 


can Government. YetI have no harsh words for them. Mr. 
Chairman, I propose to treat with them as I will further show; 
but I propose to treat with them simply on the basis of a business 
proposition, and to treat with them use I believe they are in 
a condition to make a better trade with the Government, that is, 
to pay the Government more on their indebtedness than any other 
person or persons will or can do. 

I have endeavored as a member of this committee to gain all the 
information that I could upon this subject. During the last ses- 
sion of this Congress I devoted all the time I could spare from 
other Congressional duties tothe hearings before the committee and 
to reading all of the Government and other reports on the subject. 

J have reached the conclusion, as the result of my investigations, 
that this proposition is not only the proposition of the debtor rail- 
road companies, but the proposition of the weaker of the two, and 
even a worse proposition than that which the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company had indicated, by the testimony of its attorney, 
Mr. Pierce, that it was willing and able to make when he first came 
before the committee. It is true that he afterwards withdrew it, 
and agreed that perhaps the Union Pacific could not do better than 
is proposed in this bill. 

ut, Mr. Chairman, it is an indisputable fact that in these two 
railroad companies there is a great difference in ability, so great 


Now, I have stated to the House the reasons which have influ | that any reasonable man must admit that the Union Pacific is in 
‘enced my judgment in coming to the conclusion that I ought to | better condition to pay, or in a condition to pay more on their 


inde than is the Central Pacific. E 
we should accord to it the same terms that we do to the Central 
Pacific, T to this com- 
privilege not accorded even to 
E the Central That reason alone, Mr. Chair- 
man, a on mek tes (0 
„ hat sort of ee the report based? 
sir, upon W 0 is the 
Examine the report of the hearings before the committee during the 
the past session and you will find that the testimony was in effect 
ex parte testimony, and that not under e but merely upon the 
statements of gentlemen who had come before the committee of 
their own accord. Your committee had ace power, or at least 
exercised none, in sending for persons and papers. No witness 
was sworn. No one came before the committee except those who 
voluntarily a The majority report is based upon a state- 
ent co the earnings and E ai of these companies, based 
are in the main friendly to this 
nag that the sort oie evidence that the veneer of Rep 
* business proposition, 
to act upon in disposing of à debt of 8110, 500,500 or 312.000, 0004 | comel 
For one I can never consent, either as a member of the committee 
or as a member of this House, to make a settlement of a question 
of the magnitude of the one now before us upon such testimony, 
Again, the distinguished chairman of the , the gen- 
tleman from Vermont [Mr. Powers], on yesterday, in reply to 
the question whether or not the railroad companies could carry 
into effect the pending bill, answered that they could. I have no 


doubt thatthey can. I have some doubt, however, whether or not | the Fifty- 


they will, some time in the far future, be willin todoso. That 
they not only can do it, but are anxious to it is one reason 
why I am opposed to the bill. It is in effect priced as sey at 
It is, as I understand it, the proposition of the 
Railroad Company, the weaker, financially, of the two. I believe 
this company can carry it out, and feel assured that the Union 
Pacific Company can do so much more easily. 
The distinguished from Vermont [Mr. Powers] said 


CFF It looks to me as though I 


it was not only based on hard times, but, if you believe what was 
so eloquently said by the gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL 
= y, that it was based on some very hard practices. ý 
ELL showed you how they at least had the opportunity to reduce 
their net incomes so as to prevent the paying into the Government 
TROS WDE TRE RSD BE UDAT ma the Thurman 


A k tho e of 8 House, Are vou willing to 
make a settlement based figures of the ee 
gentleman from e he says, upon hard 
ano; 3 tleman from Texas has shown you, u case, 

i the attention of the committee to the that when 
thes siten ox of the gentleman from Vermont was called to this, 
he used this „that everyone must determine for him- 
self as to whether that would be a proper basis.” Now, lo 


yourselves, by the facts and presented by the 3 
what is the income of these ‘oad companies? Upon what basis 
can you make this settlement? Are you satisfied in your minds 


guished 

must determine this for yourselves. 

will further on attempt to show to 
we have no information before us which we can in y 


101 
e e eee 
Favor git ‘or in the bill. Ta tae boen wilh wed Ne vee axes hs 
vor, ought we not to receive something for it? Are we under 
al obligations to these companies or either of them? 
Cextainiy not. have not time to go into it, but I believe this 
House will concur with me in answering that we are not. Is this 
If so, ought not 
urity for the favor? 


ed whieh hi permi 
to'be given, and then, in 

better security than we have at present. I respect- 

y submit, too, in this connection that a „ 
dibs DOO TTN 45 tus CEAk thak oe bate before this 
committee, this debt is worth somewhere at least from 850, 000, 000 


. 
777770707700. on the fact that 
. there is more in 5 

than it will receive under the pen bill. At 
least we have not satisfactory evidence to induce us as 
atives to make a settlement without further inquiry and more 
im sr aE AES 1 bill, 
am not simply to oppose this but propose, after 
spending six months of Investigation onthe Committe on Pacific 
to submit such su as have occurred to me. 
My colleague, the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HUBBARD], who 
first spoke in to this bill, as I understand him, —— 
nothing. In fact, he said that he had no measure to pro 
and was attempting to put no measure before Congress. ile 
Tapto maueh that he said, I disagree with ok cht or pg 
are concerned; yet he offers no rem Will it do 
irit simply kill the bili? T think not, foras I said at i 
the time for action has arrived, and something ought to 
8 Some of these bonds ha ve already matured, and many of 
them will soon mature. 

What is the remedy? Must we sim 2 the bill as offered 
without in some remedy? If I understand the temper of 
this House, it is y to do it. e at least have the precedent of 
third and Pifty-second Congresses for killing bills of this 
sort. Are we to neglect our duty by doing noth For if the 
time of action has arrived we should at least l te on this sub- 
ject. If we do not settle it, we should ae some one to do 
it. My friend and colleague from Texas 
an admirable substitute, which I the 
railroad could y support. 
There is g in it that I object to, except that I believe it to be 
so stringent that the railroad companies could not comply with it. 

think the railroad companies would be unable to live up to it, 
and thus y there will be no legislation. I think t t his 
on | bill leans too far against the railroad companies, while I think the 
bill of the majority leans too much toward their interests and 
doés not properly protect the Government. Entertaining these 
views, I have submitted a substitute, which the committee will 
find in the Rrecorp of yesterday, page 578, which at the proper 
time I propose to offer, and which I think under all the circum- 
stances the best that Congress can now do. This substitute 


pro- 
vides for the 


intment of a commission, consisting of the Sec- 
Hin the pee es of ‘the Interior, and the 
Attorney-General, wi er to settle the questions pending 
between the Government Land tes hond-aided railway companies. 
It also provides that any settlement they may upon shall be 
submitted in to the President of the United States, and 
that before it becomes binding it must have received his approval. 
Ed: why should Congress adopt such a plan? I say, first, 
because Congress has not and can not readily acquire the neces- 
ay information upon which to properly act; sonona because 
Houses of will bly never a settle- 
ment; and in substantiation of that opine | oni 8 
fact that this question has already been before both the Fifty- 
second and the Fifty-third and failed. Many gentle- 
men here will at least remember the discussion in the Fifty-third 
Congress on the Reilly bill, which, itis conceded, was a much better 
measure for the Government than the bill which is now pending, 
1. peine tiomence Omeien Bask 
on as yet Ouse o gress. Suc 
a bill has not merely to run the gantlet here, but also in the 
Senate, and has to secure the approval of the President. Now, 
judging the future by the , are we this ind enact any such 
measure? If not, what is become of this ebtedness? This 
is no new theory, Mr. Chairman. In inv ting this matter 
and ia to find out what remedy ought to be pursued, I haye 
noted 3 President Harrison, in his third ae 
sage, sent to Fifty-second Congress, referred to su 
and I desire to read a short recommendation which he then made: 
1 he Commissioner of Railroads shows that the total debt ot 
the su railroads tothe United States was on July 31, 1890, $112,512,613.06, 
„ Some policy for with 
provision exista for te payment shonld be at once 
and impossible DERMIS DE S 
necessary tions and in I therefore recommend that pro- 
vision be forthe a 77... ead A E 
e 
How prophetic does that language of President Harrison appear 
iaa ——— later, when we find that, for the very reasons 
assigned by him, Congress has up to this time been unable to 
agree upon any legislation on this question. 
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i 8 the first. report of the Commissioner of Rail- 
ee , e eee e erg ik Satay Seon 
ne y the same recommendation, which also I 
read: 


tude of the interests involved and of the fact that the 


In f th 
view oi y — 


es of all the — 
to be arrived at by so large a 
ways are in the ordi 

that ent 
interests of the ee be just e 


3 cause settlement eg lip nar poms 

lebtedness . — 

— and as the not in a condition to meet their Habilities, the 

r runtive will ba laft — will be to assume owner- 
of the roads, or to accept such terms as may be proposed by the officials 


of companies. 
prods bakeries on these roads, in order 
— $150,000,000, But and this 


but would 


members al- 
beets is it probable 
hile protecting the vast 


a second 


disastrously th say whenever tried 
> ge dene If this plan is deemed staat — 6 8 
ane fa the adjustment of all matters: pertaining to the subsidized 


asl Kare i — — — involved, 
— 25 ee in -= udgme: be best — 8 
y 


little consequence. 


Mr. Chairman, how much time have I consumed? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has occupied twenty-two 
minutes.. 

Mr. HARRISON. I will ask the Chair to stop me at the endof 
thirty minutes, as I have promised to divide my time with other 
gentlemen. 

I have read to this committee the recommendation made by the 
Commissioner of Railroads in his first report. I find that in the last 
report of the same officer he renews the recommendation made by 
him in 1893. Mr. Chairman, have not these opinions of President 
Harrison and of the Railroad Commissioner, expressed three or four 
years ago, been fully justified by the inability of Congress to act 
upon this question up to this time? In my substitute b 
the recommendation of the Commissioner of Railroads in this: 
recommends the appointment of commissioners by the ee 
but, after consulting with other members and reflecting upon the 
subject, it is my opinion that we had better appoint ee offi- 
cials of the Government to constitute this commission. 
therefore, names three heads of Departments as the 3 
the proposed commission. Are not the gentlemen now occupying 
those positions, and those who will likely succeed them, i 8 every 
way qualified to render this service? Mark it,no action upon their 
part — nn until it is approved by the President of the 


to act as 


ee eee 
r ee to face? Under the provisions of this substitute 
the officers designated to act as this commission can send for wit- 
nesses, can administer can secure docum evidence;. 


3722... ˙ eirag pana ager u i agh 


be to t the interests of the Go t 
— —e—êi vernmen 
— o — — 
ue and unpaid. 


pied gear — deem t. „ aca 
ment and with companies face to face, they 
will, as I have already have better facilities for reach - 
ing a settlement than we ve. It seems to me the only question 
is, whether Congress is willing to intrust the settlement of such 
a question to a commission such as the substitute vides for, 
pees See ee are > Se Senet ye Eee nt, is to be 


ar HERMANN. Is there any limitation whatever prescribed, 
in this substitute as to the settlement which this commission shall, 
be cane poy to make? In other words, will it be within the! 


oes the commission to remit gntirely the: indebtedness of 
a = og Government? 
The substitute proposes to give them full 
wer. 
= HERMANN. Absolute wer? 


ute power. Whatever settlement 
they may reach, subject io the approval of the President, is to be 


Mr. DOCKERY. Will the gentleman state what is the esti. 
mated value of these. railroads—the entire line exclusive of ter- 
minal facilities? 

Mr. HARRISON. I do not remember the exact figures, but 
my friend will find them set out in the report of the majority of 
the committee. 

A MEMBER. Sixty or seventy million dollars 
Mr. HARRISON. I believe, Mr. Chairman, the thirty minutes 
to which I limited myself have expired. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman has two minutes remaining. 

Mr. HARRISON. Then, in conclusion, let me ask you to con- 
sider this proposition fairly and carefully. I desire to urge upon 
the members of the House the necessity of some action. I ask 
you gentlemen if you have any reasonable belief that we shall pass 
this funding bill or any other funding bill? I ask you whether 
you will be discharging your duty to the great American people if 
you let this Congress expire without taking action on this ques- 
tion—a question involving $110,000,000 or 8112,000, 000? Ought 
not something to be done? If we will not pass this substitute, 
then let us pass the Attorney-General’s bill or some other meas- 
ure. Whatever may be our differences, we should enact some leg- 
islation on this subject. Let us perfect some bill and protect the 
interests of the Government. 

I that the time allowed for the consideration and discus- 
sion of this matter is so short. I trust that members of the House 
will give it proper consideration and will recognize the fact, so 
ably urged by the chairman of the committee, that the time ‘for 
action has arrived. For one, while wedded to no theory, I sub- 
mit that so far as the House of resentatives is concerned, we 
should place ourselves upon record as having legislated in some 


WtheCHAIRMAN, Thirty nin 
Thirty minutes of the gentleman’s time have 


now 
IN. Iwill now yield ten minutes to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. MCCALL]. 
A MEMBER. Mr. MCOALL is not now in the House. 
Mr. HARRISON. Then I yield twenty minutes to the gentle- 


found 
regret tome that the consideration and discussion of probably the 


eh ae 


oaths, entary 
and they can argh ee eee r of these railroad com- go 


panies face to face. need a home the first proposition which 
the com eee themselves may submit counter 
propositions, They can ae this Whore question as business 
men. Are they not capable of 2 Iinsist that they are. 

Mr. COX. I wish to ask the whether the settlement 
which may be made by this p: board or commission is to 
be final, or will it.come back to gress for approval? 


Mr. HARRISON. If a settlement is made by the commission, 
it will be final. The bill proposes to give them full power. 
Mr. COX. Final whens approved by the President? 
Mr. y substitute 


- Yes, sir. to go on 


HARRISON proposes. 
forthe and provide what shal be done in ca thero should be a 
lure to reach any agreemen t me read provision 
substitute in regard to that matter: 


Sc: & That said commission shall withinsixty assembling of 
ie DANA henkee automat ACEO OSA AA oe min oe valuable 


8 


the settlement pro- 
posed the railroad companies, because this bill is substantially 
their offer of settlement, on the ground that the Government is 
powerless, and that we ought to take the best the companies will 
give us. 

a einen eset mars Sita broken, 
and disjointed dg of the lin e terminals 8 
parts of the systems are free of the Government lien, 


a avail 
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and that with t to the unsubsidized portions of the property 
the Government has no rights and can enforce no remedies. 

We are told that if we reject the proposition submitted to us, 
the first mortgage will be immediately forecloseđ, and we will be 
compelled either to advance money enough to pay all the com- 
panies’ debts which have priority over those due the United States, 
which amount to many millions of dollars, or see the roads sell 
for the first mortgages, resulting in a total loss of the debt due 
the United States, amounting to over $100,000,000. 

Weare told, sir, that it is simply a question of business, whether 
we will accept what we can get for a second mortgage on prop- 
erty the ee lien on which is about equal to its value; in fine, 
we have heard all the disadvantages of our position so movingly 
depicted that one unacquainted with the subject would suppose 
that we would do well to get rid of the claim upon any terms at 
all that released us from liability to the railroads for damages for 
breach of contract. 

Mr. Chairman, I agree most heartily with the gentleman from 
Vermont [Mr. PowErs] that the question at issue is one of busi- 
ness and of vital importance; but there is also involved a question 
of morals not second in importance to the money which it is 
claimed we are about to lose, which the gentlemen who have 
3 the bill and who support it appear to have entirely over- 

ooked. 

If, however, sir, we look at it from a purely business standpoint— 
if we ignore the moral question to which I will refer later—we 
ought at least to give the Government the benefit of all the means 
of recovery which are available. The majority of the Committee 
on Pacific Railroads have poise on the assumption, first, that 
the Government’s lien and mo: rest upon portions of the 
lines only, the Omaha bridge and valuable terminals being ex- 
cluded; that these fragments upon which the lien rests are of little 
value comparatively, and can be paralleled at less cost than the 
mortgages which take priority over the Government; and, second, 
that the Government has no recourse against the officers and 
directors of these companies to make them account for the money 
and property unlawfully converted to their own use and against 
the stockholders for the payment of their subscriptions to the 
capital stock unlawfully issued to them without money and with- 
out price. 

e, the representatives of the United States and guardians of 
the people's interests, are rig permed asked to ignore a plainand 
unambiguous statute, which declares that the United States has 
a lien and mortgage upon the entire line and on the property of 
every kind, nature, and description of these roads to secure the 
payment of all sums due by them to the United States, because 
the Supreme Court decided before the passage of the law that 
our lien upon the income of these roads extended to only part of 
the lines, and are also asked to ignore the existence of a perfectly 
lawful and valid claim of these companies against their officers, 
directors, and some of their stockholders for an amount suffi- 
cient, or nearly so, to pay the debt due the United States, and 
which can be made available by the United States. 

In the case ef The United States vs. Kansas Pacific Railroad 
Company, reported in 99 United States, page 445, et seq., it was 
held that the mortgage and lien retained, or rather attempted to 
be retained, by the acts of 1862 and 1864, incorporating the Pacific 
Railroad companies, did not extend to certain portions of the 
roads, which in the view of the court were unsubsidized. 

Under the 1 of those acts the companies availing them- 
selves thereof were entitled to receive bonds of the United States, 
in sums of $1,000 each, at the rate of sixteen—and in some cases 
thirty-two—thousand dollars per mile, bearing 6 per cent per an- 
num interest, and payable thirty years after date, the bonds to be 
issued to the companies on the completion and acceptance by the 
officers of the Government of the road in sections of 20 miles; and 
to secure the payment of principal and interest it was declared in 
the act that the issue of said bonds and delivery to the company 
shall ipso facto constitute a first mortgage on the whole line of the 
railroad and telegraph, with the rohing stock, fixtures, and prop- 
erty of every kind and description, and in consideration of whic 
said bonds may be issued.” It is perfectly apparent to my mind 
that the obligation of the companies to pay the bonds at maturity 
in principal and interest and the mortgage of its whole line and 
all its property of every kind and description was the considera- 
tion of the issue of the bonds referred to in the law, and that the 
construction given this section by the Supreme Court would con- 
fine the mortgage of the United States to the particular miles of the 
roads against which bonds were issued. The construction placed 
upon it by the court seems to be at war with the plain and unam- 
biguous language of the law, which reserved, or attempted to 
reserve, a mortgage on the whole line, but, ‘‘as the law awards it 
and the court doth give it,” we must needs accept the decision of 
the court as final, and as the authoritative construction of this 
statute. ; 

But, Mr, Chairman, Congress, in anticipation that such a deci- 
sion might be rendered, the case cited being then pending and 


this contention being made by the railroad companies, sought to 
set the question at rest by the enactment of what is commonly 
known as the Thurman Act, which is so plain that misconstruc- 
tion is impossible. 

Section 9 of that act provides as follows: 

e 8580 a same due be the oe Soper tig 85 1 of said com 2 
res) vely, whether payable presently or not, an sums to 
paul to the United States or tuto the 8 or into i n fund 
under this act or under the acts hereinbefore referred to, or other are 
hereby declared to be a lien upon all the property, estate, rights, and fran- 
chises of every description granted or conveyed by the United States to an 
of said companies, respectively or jointly, and also upon all the estate af 
property, real, personal, and mixed, assets, and income of the said several 
rai companies, 5 from whatever source derived, subject to 
52 lawfully prior and paramount mortgage, lien, or claim thereon. But 
this section s not be construed to prevent said companies, respectively, 


from using and di of any o i 
proper, and pes gene AA of t i res. 8 faith ad rae 
valuable consideration. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if that act is not yoid, it is conclusive of 
the question under discussion. 

If void, for what reason? 

It violates none of the limitations of Co ional power con- 
tained in the Constitution. It impairs the obligation of no con- 
tract. It divests no vested right. It takes no property without 
aoe process of law. Itis not ex post facto nor retroactive in its 
effects. 

How, then, is it void? And why does it not create a mortgage 
and lien in favor of the Government, to date from its enactment? 

The act of which it is a pars was framed by the late Senator 
Thurman, of Ohio, it was understood, with the assistance of Sena- 
tor Edmunds, of Vermont; certainly very high legal authority to 
draw or propose a void and unconstitutional statute. 

It was elaborately construed by the Supreme Court in the sinking 
fund case, repo: in 99 United States, 700, and the clause under 
consideration by the court in that case found constitutional. 

The provision of the law assailed by the Central Pacific Rail- 
road Company was the section of the act which amended the act 
of 1864 by providing that all instead of one-half of the compensa- 
tion for services rendered for the Government by said companies 
should be required to be applied to the payment of the bonds 
issued by the Government in aid of the construction of said roads. 

Sections 2 and 3 of the act of 1878 provided that the whole 
amount of compensation which may from time to time be due 
to said several railroad companies for sérvices rendered for the 
Government shall be retained by the United States;. one-half 
thereof to be appina at once to the liquidation of the interest 
which the United States had paid on the subsidy bonds issued in 
aid of the roads, and the other half turned into a sinking fund, 
and to be annually inyested by the Secretary of the Treasury in 
bonds of the United States, and to be applied at the maturity of 
the debt due the United States to its payment and to the payment 
of the first-mortgage bonds upon the roads. 

This amendment of the law, Mr. Chairman, was vigorously 
attacked as void, because it changed the terms of the contract 
between the United States and the railway companies without 
their consent; because it compelled them to pay a large part of 
their debt before it was due; because it increased the security of the 
Government for its debt, by impounding a part of the revenues of 
the roads upon which it had no lien, and that for all these reasons 
it deprived them of their pice without due process of law. 

Mr. Justice Field, Mr. Justice Bradley, and Mr. Justice Strong 
maintained these views in opinions of t strength, but the ma- 
jority of the court, through Chief Justice Waite, held otherwise. 

This corporation— 

Says the court— 
is a creation of the United States. It is a private corporation created for 
1 vu and its property is to a large extent devoted to public uses. 


tis therefore subject to 1 tive control so far as its business affects the 


ublic interests. * Giving full effect to the principles which have been 


us authoritatively stated, we it safe to say that whatever rules Con- 

might have prescribed in the ori, r 

fhe corporation in the administration of its affairs it retained the power to 

establish by amendment. In doing so it can not undo what has already been 

done, and can not unmake contracts that have already been made; but i may 

rovide for what shall be done in the future, and may direct what prepara- 

t E shall be made for the due performance of contracts already entered 
Into. 

In other words, Congress, having found that the provisions in 
the act of 1864 for the payment of the principal and interest of the 
subsidy bonds were wholly inadequate, was authorized to make 
adequate provision therefor by withholding payment of all that 
the Government might owe for transportation from time to time, 
and by requiring the companies to pay 25 instead of 5 per cent of 
their annual net earnings. 

These changes in the contract were sustained on the ground that 
Congress might direct the preparations to be made for the due 
performance of the contract already entered into with the United 
States. 

Section 9 of the act, Mr. Chairman, constituted no material 
change, and was manifestly designed for the same purpose. Con- 
gress, it is to be supposed, realized the necessity of securing the 


al charter for the government of 
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entire amount of the Government indebtedness by a lien upon 
the entire line of the road. The omission in the act of 1862, or, 
rather, the construction which the court had placed upon that 
act, rendered it absolutely necessary that an amendment of the 
law should be had in order to secure a lien in behalf of the Gov- 
ernment on the unsubsidized portion of the line and terminals 
which the companies had acquired. In my judgment, the objec- 
tions to the provisions of the statute which took all instead of one- 
half of the compensation due by the Government to the roads, and 
25 instead of 5 per cent of the net earnings, constituted more radi- 
cal and important changes of the contract—one more subversive 
of the rights of the ies—than the creation of the lien, which 
interfered with no rights, impaired no obligations, did not even 
embarrass the companies in the use of their property, and was 
only a conservative measure taken for the security of the rights 
of the Government. 

I do not agree, however, Mr. Chairman, that the existence or 
nonexistence of a Goyernment lien on the unsubsidized portions 
of the line is a matter of the vital . which the support- 
ers of the bill seem to attach toit. It is, of course, if it exists, 
second to all other liens which existed upon these properties at 
the time of the enactment of the statute of 1878, and would be 
useful only in foreclosure proceedings. The absence of the lien, 
however, would not seriously interfere with foreclosure proceed- 
ings if the United States should see fit to institute them. ether 
or not the debt due the Government is secured by a lien upon the 
unsubsidized portion of the roads, the debt, undeniably, is one due 
by the companies, and even as an ordinary and unsecured claim, 
could be used to force a sale of the company’s property. In fact, 
it not infrequently occurs that the unsecured and floating debts 
of corporations are the basis of proceedings by which their affairs 
are placed in the hands of receivers, and liquidated under the 
order of the court. 

It is argued that the decision of the court in United States vs. 
Central Pacific Railway Company (118 U.S.) is conclusive upon 
this question. : 

I do not find, Mr. Chairman, that the question of liens was at all 
involved. In that case the Treasury officials withheld the compen- 
sation for transportation rendered the United States by the Central 
Pacific Company over 2,175 miles of its railroad which had been 
constructed without the aid of the United States. Thecontention 
of the United States was that they were justified in withholding 
the compensation due by virtue of the provisions of section 2 of the 
act of May 7, 1878, commonly known as the Thurman Act, and 
the court said that the contention was not well founded. The 
court held that section 2 of the act of 1878 only authorized the 
retention of compensation due for transportation on the roads to 
which had been issued the bonds of the United States to aid in 
their construction, and did not apply to branch and leased roads 
which belonged to the Central Pacific Company or to those por- 
tions of the line in aid of which no bonds had been issued, In 
fact, the decision here is a mere reiteration of the opinion rendered 
in the case of the United States vs. The Kansas Pacific (99 U. S., 
page 455), and does not at all bear upon the question of liens. 

ontra to the position maintained by the supporters of the bill, the 
Supreme Court said in the case of the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company vs. The United States (99 U. S., page 424): 

It may perhaps be urged that the first-mortgage bondholders have no lien 
on the net gs, but it has the same lien that the Government has. Both 
liens are coextensive with the whole property of the company, so far, at 
least, as relates to the railroad and telegraph lines and their equipment, and 
all property appurtenant thereto. 

It may be, Mr. Chairman, that the Supreme Court will hold, as 
maintained by the supporters of the bill, that section 9 of the act 
of 1878 is void, but to do so they must reverse the principle an- 
nounced by them in the Sinking Fund case, and must hold that 
Congress was without the power, after having made the contract 
embraced in the acts of 1862 and 1864, to change or alter the same 
without the consent of the railway companies. 

Mr. Chairman, the friends of the bill display a great deal of im- 
patience at the discussion of the frauds which were perpetrated in 
the construction of these roads. They seem to think that no good 
can be accomplished by their recital, and that it serves only to 
prevent a reasonable and businesslike settlement of the questions 
at issue between the United States and the Pacific Railway com- 
panies. If I agreed with their conclusions that both the Govern- 
ment and the railway companies are remediless to recover from 
their officers and stockholders the value of stock not paid for and 
profits unlawfully obtained by their officers in contracts with 
themselves, I would agree that no useful purpose could be sub- 
served by exposing to public view the colossal frauds committed 
many years ago, and which amount to a national scandal. 

But, sir, in my judgment, the obligation of the great capitalists 
and the great estates which are the outgrowth of these frauds to 
account to the Union Pacific, the Central Pacific—in fact, all the 
roads in which they occurred—is an asset of these companies of 
very great value, and, in my opinfbn, it is a duty of the House of 
Representatives not only to use all legal means to force the recov- 


ery of the sums from the money standpoint, but because it is con- 
trary to good morals and public policy that we should appear to 
give our indorsement to such malversation of corporate funds 
and abuse of the confidence reposed by the Government and people 
of the United States. 

By an act approved March 3, 1873 (17 Statutes at Large, page 
509), the Attorney-General was directed “to institute a suit in 
equity in the name of the United States against the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company, and against all persons who may in their own 
names or through any agents have subscribed for or received 
capital stock in said railroad, but which stock had not been paid for 
in full in money, or who may have received as dividends or other- 
wise portions of the capital stock of said road, or the proceeds or 
values thereof, or other property of said road, unlawfully and 
contrary to equity, or who may have received as profits or pro- 
ceeds for construction or equipment of said road, or other con- 
tracts therewith, moneys or other property which ought in 
equity to belong to said railroad corporations, or who may, under 
pretense of having Bones with the acts to which this is an 
addition, have wrongfully and unlawfully received from the 
United States bonds, moneys, or lands which ought in equity to 
be accounted for and paid to said railroad company or to the 
United States, and to compel payment for said stock and the col- 
lection and payment of said moneys and the restoration of said 
property or its value either to the said railroad corporation or to 
ve United States, whichever shall in equity be held entitled 

ereto.” ; 

The revelations and disclosures made by the Wilson committee 
of that year were the direct cause of the enactment of this statute, 
which was placed as an amendment on one of the appropriation. 
bills, and, in mE opinion, Mr. irman, is the reason why no 
Congress since that time has ever been willing to pass a funding 
bill. Nor do I believe, sir, that aniy eas pci will be found con- 
senting to a funding bill until the charges contained in the report 
of the Wilson committee and in the report of the commissioners 
appointed by the President in 1887 are disproved, or the liability 
of the colossal embezzlers of public money is determined by law. 

The Attorney-General instituted the suit in accordance with 
the directions of Congress, and reiterated substantially the charges 
made in the Wilson report. He charged substantially that the 
stock of the company had been fraudulently issued without pay- 
ment either in money or property; that the officers of the Union 
Pacific had made contracts with Hoxie, Ames, and Davis, each 
one of these parties being a mere trustee for the officers and 
directors, all of whom were interested in the contract; that oer 
virtually paid to themselves excessive prices for construction an 
all services rendered to the company. In other words, that they 
prostituted their offices as officers and directors of the company to 
plunder it and to unlawfully appropriate to themselves every- 
thing of value which the company possessed, The suit was 
against the company, the officers who had betrayed their trusts, 
and the stockholders who had failed to pay for their stock. None 
denied the charges, but all united in demurring to the bill. The 
Supreme Court sustained the demurrers as to the Government, 
because it held that the Government had no interest to be sub- 
served by the suit, nor could any decree be rendered in which the 
Government would have such an interest as to entitle it to stand 
in judgment. The court found that the railroad companies were 
complying with their contracts to the Government. There was 
no allegation in the bill to the contrary. Under the terms of the 
contract—to wit, the acts of 1862 and 1864—the companies were 
only bound to pay 5 per cent of their net earnings to go intoa 
sinking fund, and to leave in the hands of the Treasury one-half 
the compensation which should be found due to them for trans- 

rtation of mails, troops, etc. The court was of opinion that 

Jongress, having made these provisions for the protection of its 
rights, had no interest in the management of the company until 
by a default of the company action for the protection of the Goy- 
ernment’s interest should become necessary; that the Govern- 
ment had retained no visitorial power over the companies; that it 
was not in any manner bound, nor did it have the right, to pro- 
tect the rights and interests of stockholders of the corporations, 
these people being able to protect themselves. The bill was there- 
fore dismissed. In dismissing the bill, the court says: 

The substance of the charge is that the board of directors of the railroad 
company made contracts for building the road, and for running the Pull- 
man cars on it, and for mining its coal lands and purchasing the coal so 
mined, which were a fraud upon the company: that these contracts allowed 
exorbitant prices for work done and material furnished; that otherwise 
they were very advantageous to the other contracting parties and injurious 
to the company; that in all of them the directors, or a controlling majority 
of them, were interested adversely to the company; that, in fact, they were, 
in the name of the company, making contracts with themselves as the other 
party. In short, it may be taken for granted that if these allegations are 
true, as they must be held to be on demurrer, frauds more unmitigated than 
those set forth in this bill were never perpetrated on a helpless corporation 
by its managing directors. 


That these frauds are such as a court of equity would relieve inst in a 


Dropar case may be seen in tho opinion of the circuit court for the Nebraska 
wing out of the Wyoming Coal 5 contract. 
nion Pacific Railroad Company, 4 Dill. , 330.) 


trict, in a suit 
(Wardell vs. The 
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aie tee, aiT arenes oie Senn Sect Fas Pee Pee, eee en, and 
who is entitled to it? esas 


The obvious reply to the first branch of the question is, that the parties 
made this contract and received the benefit of it can at law 


who con 

be made rr to com; tor the 

loss suffered. There would bo no difficulty adju ing in a 5 suit 
rs of the Union 


pe: another name for themselves) were void, and then 
on 


ors angus cb rn TTT nipar — of 
— 2 5 mines. coal, ete., and w 
been received for such work and materials. The ty is, to whom shall 


this money be paid when recovered, and can it be recovered in this suit? If 
e — — 7 8 into purer hands, had brought such a suit, the 
But the company is not the complainant here. It seeks no relief for these 


wrongs, etc. 

No seme? well-informed are will deny that an action 
lay in behalf of the Union Pacific Railway Company, in fact, in 
behalf of all of them, against any stockholder who had obtained 
stock without compensation to the company. The law positively 
forbade the issuance of stock except for money, and no one who 
obtained 1 in violation ot y law par evade the demana of the 
com r payment for it if made by its proper officers. 

ee Mr. Chairman, I apprehend that no lawyer will dis- 
pute the proposition that the contracts made by the officers of 
those companies with themselves under another name were void, 
and that whatever construction and work was done by them 
nominally as contractors would be held to have been done by 
them in their capacity as officers of the company, and while they 
would beentitled to receive credit for the ac cost of the work, 
they would be held to account for all that they had received from 
the company in excess of such cost. This is plain! i 
decided in 55 

m- 


who issued and sold their first-m 
the proceeds of the ificent land grant, these roads would be 
able to pay off their entire indebtedness to the United States, and 
would have a handsome surplus in their respective treasuries. 
The gentlemen, however, who advocate the passage of this bill 
sneer at the idea that anything can be recovered, and claim that 
if no other obstacle stood in the way the statute of limitations 
would bar all the actions. I confess I know of no statute under 
which they would be barred. Fortunately for the United States, 
a suit was brought by the Attorney-General against Mrs. Stan- 
ford, the widow of Leland Stanford, to make the estate of her 
deceased husband liable for a certain 8 of the debt due 
to the United States by the Central Pacific Railway Company, 
under the provisions of a statute of the State of California, which 
renders the stockholders of rations personally liable for their 
debts in proportion to their holdings of stock, and Leland Stan- 
ford having been a large holder of stock of the Central Pacific, the 
effort was made by the Government to hold his estate liable for 
his proportion of the debt due by the company to the United 
States. The Supreme Court of the United States maintained a 
demurrer to the bill, and held in substance that the rights of the 
United States and the obligations of the stockholders of the Cen- 
tral inp yr to the United wench to be Seger 9 the 
acts of Congress incorporating company, authorizing the con- 
struction of the road, issuing of bonds, ete. This decision has 
been referred to in this debate as settling adversely the right of 
the United States to proceed against the officers, directors, and 
stockholders of these roads. In my opinion, if is just the con- 
trary. It deprives these of the benefit of the statutes of 
limitations of the several States. It eliminates the questions of 
State law and hinges the whole case on the construction of the 
statutes of the United States to which I have referred. 
The Supreme Court said in 1878 that the United States could 
eth ig against the stockholders and officers of the Union 
ific because at that time its right of action had not arisen. 
The bonds issued in aid of the road were not due either in prin- 
cipal or interest. The companies had not defaulted on any of 
their obligations, and non constat but that the Union Pacific would 
be prepared at the maturity of the obligations to meet them. 
Their maturity has now been and the court which said in 
1878 that the United States could not sue until 1897 can hardly 
say when suit is filed in 1897 that it is barred by the statute of 
limitations. It is an elementary principle of the civil law as old 
as the Pandects of Justinian that prescription (at common law of 
the statute of limitations) does not run against those who are un- 


able to act, and the application of the maxim, which is founded in 
reason and justice, as well as law, to the facts in this case would 


certainly operate as a msion of the statute of limitations 
during that the Supreme Court had tied the hands of the 
officers of Government by declaring that their right of action 


had not arisen. The ray contingency which was anticipated by 
Congress when it directed the suit to be brought against the actors 
in the Credit Mobilier scandal has arisen. The officers of that com- 
pany looted its 3 have rendered it unable to comply with 
its obligations to theGovernment. By ser ty of intentional 
mismanagement, 5 fraud; by years of resist - 
ance to the acts of Congress intended to secure a compliance with 
the company’s obligations to the United States, they have reduced 
its stock to a y nominal value; they have mortgaged every 
available piece of 1 which it possesses; they have appro- 
priated to themselves all the resources and means of the company 
which could be abstracted, and present it to-day, at the maturity 
of its obligations to the Government, a financial wreck, seeking 
an extension of eighty-five years on its debt to the United States 
as a result of the peculation and fraud to which its affairs have 


been subjected. 
I confess, Mr. Chairman, that I see no difficulty in the way 
of exercising the remedies of the United States against the prop- 


erty of this road, and the others also, and of thus proceeding by a 
suit in the nature of a creditor’s bill against the stockholders . — 
have not paid for the stock that was issued to them, and against 
the officers who have violated their trusts, for the recovery of 
whatever amounts they may owe to their respective companies. 
But this course would be attended with the danger of the Gov- 
ernment’s being compelled either to buy in the roads and pay the 
prior mortgages and liens or to let them go for the first mort- 
es and trust to the p: against the stockholders and 
irectors for the recovery of the amount due the United States, 
This course, I a: will not be pursued, and as there is a 
better and more practical one, I am that the committee, 
in the absence of a better proposition from these companies, has 
not introduced a bill which would enable the officers of the Gov- 
ernment to assert our rights by this means. 
Under section 11 of the act of 1878 it is provided that— 

If either of said railroad companies shall fail to perform all and singular 
requirements of this Mnane the acts hereinbefore mentioned, or of any other 
act relating to said act to be by it performed, for the period of six months 
next after such performance may be due, such failure 


feiture of all the rights, privi grants, and franchises 
by itfrom the United States, and it would be the duty of the Attorney-General 
to cause such forfeiture to be judicially enforced. 


It would be easy to amend this provision of the act by provid- 
ing for the appointment of receivers or liquidators, in whom should 
be vested the entire powers of the corporations for the 8 
of liquidation and settlement, and to authorize and require those 
liquidators to institute all such suits as the company itself could 
have instituted against its stockholders for permen: of the stock 
issued to them, and against the officers and directors for the 
frauds and peculations committed by them. 

Pending suits, and until the ascertainment of their result, 
the railroads might be operated as have been o ted for 
several years past—by receivers—under thecontrol and direction of 
thecourt. Ifattheend of these proceedings it should be ascertained 
that the facts stated 3 committee, and reiterated by the 
commissioners of the ific Railroads, are untrue in point of fact; 
or if it shall be found that the stockholders who fraudulently re- 
ceived millions of dollars of the stock of these companies, with which 
they have since controlled it, tothe wrong and injury of the United 
States, are beyond the reach of legal processes; or if it be estab- 
lished that the Credit Mobilier was a lawful corporation and law- 
fully conducted its business with the Union Pacific; if it be 
found that the Contract and Finance Company of California was 
likewise a lawful corporation, and that the directors and officers of 
the Central Pacific did not use it as a hex a) to plunder that 
company, and in doing so, its bona fide s ders and creditors, 
then we will be in a position to decently accept the best settlement 
which the financial condition of the companies would admit of. 
But until we have instituted these remedies we will, if we accept 
the settlement proposed, or any other funding bill, condone and 
give our approval to the frauds to which I have referred. 

But, sir, the gentlemen in charge of the bill maintain that the 
actions against the stockholders and officers of the companies can 
be maintained, notwithstanding the acceptance of the settlement 
5 by the railway companies, and refer to a section of the 

ill under consideration which substantially reserves them. 

I am astonished, Mr. Chairman, that any well-informed lawyer 
will maintain for a moment that such a reservation is possible. 
The moment the United States accepts the settlement that the 
com: es propose its rights for the time being are dischar, 

It will occupy exactly the same position which it occupied in 1873, 
when the t which I have cited was brought by the Attorney- 
General, and when the Supreme Court said it had no right of 
action because the obligations of the company to it were not due, 


It would be an absolute discharge of all collateral obligations. 
Let no man deceive himself on that subject. $ 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Is not that the very purpose for which the 
owners of the Southern Pacific Railway are trying to get this bill 
through? They are the responsible men. 

Mr. BOATNER. It appears to me, Mr. Chairman, that that is 
true. It has always been the motive at the bottom of this legis- 
lation. The owners of the accumulated and colossal fortunes 
which grew out of these peculations are more interested in oe 
5 their obligation to the Government of the Uni 
States than they are in settling the rights of the United States as 

these companies. But twodifficulties would present them- 
ves in pursuing this course one, the statute of limitations; the 
other, the difficulty at this length of time in procuring the evi- 
dence n to sustain the actions. Since the decision of the 
Supreme Court in the Stanford case, I apprehend that there will 
be no serious difficulty with the statute of limitations. If the 
stockholder sued for the value of the stock issued to him plead the 
statute of California or New York in bar of the action, the decision 
in the Stanford case would be a full reply. The stock was issued 
under the act of Congress. The act of Congress provided that he 
should pay for it. The act of Congress provides no statute of lim- 
itations for the action. Nor do the statutes of the United States 
establish any time as a bar to any action resting in the enforce- 
ment of its provisions. 

If, however, Mr, Chairman, the House is determined to effect a 
settlement of this question upon purely a business basis, as my 
friend from Vermont puts it; if it is a matter of no co uence 
how the officers and directors of corporations created by the United 
States for a great and beneficent purpose have betrayed their 
trust, and we are to deal with them as honest debtors, reduced by 
misfortune to a condition of bankruptcy, then, sir, we should 
adopt the suggestion of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Har- 
RISON] and commit the settlement into the hands of a commission 
who will deal with it to the best advantage of the United States. 
It is impossible for so large a body as the House of Representa- 
tives, or even the Committee on Pacific i to deal with 
this question with the accuracy and judgment with which it 
could be handled by a smaller commission. They could negotiate, 
not only with the companies, but with other companies who might 
desire to obtain control of the property. They might sell the Goy- 
ernment lien, foreclose, or take such action as would seem for the 
best interests of the Government, after ascertaining by negotia- 
tion the very best arrangement that could be made, and while I 
am opposed to the bill under discussion or to any funding bill at 
present, if we are to make a settlement on the lines proposed by 
the committee I shall vote to place it in the hands of commis- 
2 proposed by the substitute offered by the gentleman from 

bama. 


Mr. HARRISON. I yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Swanson]. 


[Mr. SWANSON addressed the committee. See Appendix. 


Mr. HARRISON. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. McCatu]. 

Mr. MoCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I am some- 
what reluctant to say anything about this measure in the time of 
those who are porna its , but there is one matter which I 
have discove my limited investigation of the subject which 
I think should be brought clearly to the attention of the House. 
I find that the report of the committee and the report of ious 
committees in Congress—the Reilly report and the report of the 
minority of that committee—have proceeded upon the assumption 
that the Government has no lien upon the bridge and Omaha ter- 
minals of the Union Pacific Railroad. The gentleman from Ver- 
mont [Mr. Powers], the chairman of this committee, is not apt 
to overlook any proposition of law; but he seems to have been 
misled by the uniform tenor of the reports on this subject. 

The Kansas Pacific case has been referred to repeatedly in this 
debate. That case covers some five p in the report of the 
United States Supreme Court. Nearly four pages are taken up 
by a statement of the case and collateral matters which are not 
important, while one page of the report apparently disposes of this 

t question which involves many mili ions of the money of the 

8 of the 3 a 8 

would appear to an ordinary lawyer, casually examin e 
question, that the court could not have had in view in its . 
any such momentous consequences as the decision is regarded as 
involving. But I find Sy ee investigating the matter that that 
decision was not the only one made by the court at that time. 
There were four other Pacific railroad cases which were argued 
substantially at the same time and were decided upon the same 
day, involving precisely the same question; and the opinion in 
every one of these cases was rendered by the same justice. 

The Kansas Pacific case sustains apparently the proposition 
made by the gentleman from Vermont, that the Government has 
no lien upon such portions of the road as are not shown by affida- 
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vits to have been built with the aid of the subsidy bonds. The 
court says, in the Kansas Pacific case: 
From a careful examination of the statutes relating to this subject . 


of opinion * * that the su bonds granted to th 
iene only in respect of the road, terminating at 


The question at issue in all these suits was upon what portions 
of these various lines the Government could claim 5 per cent of the 
net earnings. In, I think, three cases the Government was the 
plaintiff, attempting to recover its 5 per cent; in the other two 
cases it was the defendant, being sued for the cost of transporti 
the mails; but it put in as a set-off its claim of 5 per cent upon thè - 
net earnings, so that in all the cases the issue was 5 y iden- - 
tical. The question was upon what portions of the road could the 
Government claim 5 cent of the earnings; and the court held 
that it could only claim its 5 por ceni of earnings upon those por- 
tions of the road on which it a lien. 

a MEMBER. To what column and page does the gentleman 
refer. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Ninety-nine United States 
Reports, page 458, in which the court took the position that the 
Government’s right to its net earnings was practically coextensive 
with its lien; that the one is as long and as broad as the other. 

Now, in turning to the first case decided on that day, which is 
the princi case on this subject, I find that the court paroa 
upon the claim of the Government against the very railroad here 
in 8 Union Pacific Railroad Company. It endeavors 
in the first place to ascertain what are the net earnings to which 
the Government is entitled. It says: 

In the first place they are the ‘net of the road; that is, the net 

gs of the road as a railroad, includin e telegraph. These earnin: 
however, must be regarded as embracing all the earnings and income npara 
by the company from the railroad proper, and all the appen: and a 
tenances thereof, inclu its fe: and 1 Omaha, its cars, nd all 
its property and apparatus timately conn: with its railroad. 

So, Mr. Chairman, we have here a positive decision by the court 
upon the very matter at issue that the Government had a lien on 
the earnings, and consequently it follows from the doctrine in 
the Kansas Pacific case, to which I have referred, that the lien of 
the Government extended over the bridge and ferry as well. 

The same question was considered and the same decision was . 
reached by the court in a prior case—I think the case against Hall 
which I do not happen to have at hand. President Lincoln fixed 
the eastern terminus of the road, and did not in the order men- 
tion the State of Iowa, although it was clearly described. When 
it was afterwards brought in 1 he wrote a letter explain- 
ing the original order, in which he said that he had intended to fix 
the eastern terminus in the State of Iowa, opposite ‘‘a place called 
Omaha;” a city that has become very much more famous now 
than it was then, or the President would not have alluded to it in 
that indefinite manner. Now, of course, if the Government has 
no lien on the terminals at Omaha its security is not worth near 
as much as it otherwise would be. 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him 
for a moment? 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman refers to the case reported in 
99 United States Reports? 

Mr. McoCALL of husetts. Yes. : 

Mr. POWERS (continuing). In which the court held that for 
the purpose of determining the net of the whole Union 
Pacific system the principle there laid down would be followed. 
But they held, to all intents and purposes, that the lien of the Goy- 
ernment only extended to the portion of the road that had re- 
ceived aid. 

I refer the gentleman, however, to 118 United States Supreme 
Court Reports, where this question came up and where the deci- 
sion was rendered, referring to the former case. If the gentleman 
will listen to me for a moment, I will read the exact text of the 
decision. I refer now to the case of United States vs. The Central 
Pacific Railway Company, in which the court say: 

In the case of United States vs. Denver Pacific Railway 88 (99 U. S., 
400), decided at the same term. and in which the jud nt was delivered by 
the same justice, it was held that the United States no right, under the 
sixth section of the act of 1862, to retain compensation for services rendered 
JJ Ee Se A ae 
fadno Hon except upon a road Thich it had so aided, and could retain neither 
the 5 per cent of the earnings of a road to which it had issued no bonds, nor 
compensation for transportation services thereon. 

Now, this case in 118 Reports rose under this very section of the 
Thurman Act which the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. BOAT- 
NER] contended to-day changed the law on that subject. The 
court go on to say: 

This court having thus interpreted the act of July 1, 1862, we can not, con- 
sistently with the established rules of construction, give a different meaning 
to substantially the same words in the act of May 7, 1878. (Reiche vs. Smythe, 
13 Wall., 162.) In the act of July 1, 1862, the provision is, that all compensa- 


tion for services rendered aar the Government shall be srne to the Pe 
ment of said bonds.” In act of May 7, 1878, the wo. are, that 
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whole amount of compensation * * + for services rendered for the Gov- 
ernment shall be retained by the United States, one half to pay interest and 
the other half to be turned into the sinking fund. If the two acts are to be 
construed together and as one act, we must give the same meaning to like 
expressions in both. We can not say in one case that the compensation men- 
tione@ means compensation only for services on aided and in the other 
that it includes compensation for services on roads not aided. 

So I reiterate the statement which I made on yesterday that the 
Supreme Court has decided that the lien of the Government only 
extended to that portion of the road that received the subsidy 


bonds. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I am very grateful, Mr. Chair- 
man—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has expired. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield the gentleman from 
Massachusetts five minutes on account of the time that I occupied 
which po ly belonged to him, . 

Mr. ALL of Massachusetts. I am very much obliged to 
the gentleman from Vermont for the 3 as well as for 
the time that he has extended to me. I am obliged to the gentle- 
man for reading from such an authority as the Supreme Court of 
the United States, but I do not see that what he read, with 
all due deference to him, affects the decision I have already cited. 
It is distinctly decided in the case to which I called the attention 
of the committee that the Government lien does extend to the 

i of the ferry and the bridge at Omaha, 

Mr. POWERS. You agree that these terminals received no aid 
from the Goyernment. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Well, I am not so sure that 


they did. 

Mr. POWERS. They did not. 

Mr. McCALLof Massachusetts. Ithink they are proper append- 
ages to the railroads. 

Now, Mr. S er, [am not in opposition to the gentleman's 
position, but I think it is a material matter for the House to con- 
sider what rights the Government has here before we pass any 
law on the subject. I donot agree with a great deal of the invec- 
tive which is brought into this case. I think the interest of the 
Government requires that there shall be some final settlement of 
this matter and that this railroad shall be permitted to reorganize. 

But I think that the bill before the House is not sufficiently fay- 
orable to the Government. It rests upon a false fundamental 
assumption that the Government does not have a lien upon certain 
valuable property that the courts hold it does have alien upon. 

I want to say, sir, that e upon this question is entirely 
in line with the almost uniform conduct of the officers of this 
Government, and in line with the position of the Commissioner of 
Railroads, and of the Secretary of the Interior. You will find 
this view amplified in a letter written by Mr. Secretary Lamar, 
when he was Secretary of the Interior, to Charles Francis Adams, 
who was then the president of this railroad. 

Mr, WATSON of Ohio. May Iask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Ihave only a minute. Mr. 
Lamar was a great jurist. He had carefully considered this ques- 
tion, and took the ground ee angen and it seems to me he dem- 
onstrated, that the Government a lien on these properties at 
Omaha that the committee say it does not have a lien upon. I 
think the Government can not expect to have its baie geese foe 
bonds converted into first- mo bonds, and that it should look 
at this as a business matter, and that it should ask for the same 
security that it has now. But I believe that it should have arate 
of interest upon its bonds which will at least be equal to its own 
credit, and the net earnings of this company for a period of four or 
five years, embracing two or three years, will show that the 
company can easily afford to pay the Government3 percent inter- 
est upon these second-mort; bonds. I trust that the commit- 
tee, or the tleman from Vermont [Mr. Powers], before this 
matter shall come to a vote, will see fit to offer an amendment 
making the rate of interest in the bonds 3 per cent instead of 2, 
and if he shall do that, it seems to me that he will make a proper 
concession on account of the Omaha property, which I believe the 
Government has a lien upon. 

Mr. HARRISON. I yield the remainder of my time, fifteen 
minutes, to m . WHEELER]. 

The C MAN. e gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
WHEELER] is recognized for fifteen minutes. 


[Mr. WHEELER addressed the committee. See Appendix.] 


The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from Missouri Ir. 
HUBBARD] or the gentleman from Vermont now occupy time? 
Mr. PO RS. Has the hour and a half been used? 


California. 
r. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Chairman, itis related that 
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there were two men in the wilds of North Carolina who had grown 
up tomanhood there, never had been away from home, knew nothi 

of theriches of othercountriesor of civilization. Impelled by a de- 
sire to increase their knowledge, it is stated that they took their 
blankets and started off to find new fields. They walked down the 
mountains and over the plains, and finally came totwo parallellines 
of iron, as they thought, nailed upon wood, of which they knew 
nothing andcouldimagine nothing. They walkedalong for atime, 
and it became evening, and they were rr, They walked to the 
bank adjacent, spread their blankets, and went to sleep. Shortly 
there came along an express train, somewhat behind time, and as 
it came rumbling and roaring and thundering down the grade it 
awakened one of these men, and as he looked up he saw the head- 
light of the locomotive making everything light and turning night 
into day, and as it him, with its clattering noise, seeming 
powerful enough to wake the dead, and when he saw the fireman, 
grimy and enlarged by the reflection, with the furnace door wide 
open, the sparks flying, the coals dropping, the fire roaring, and 
heard the whistle’s shrill shriek, he grasped the man with whom 
he had walked and said, Sam, the devil is moving hell, and here 
is the first load!” [Laughter.] 

So, Mr. Chairman, there are men in this Con who, when- 
ever anything is presented here touching the Pacific railroads, 
awake from a sleep, their e and exclaim, “ Hunt- 
ington is moving the United States Treasury, and this is the first 
load!” B They do not seem to realize that this matter 
should disc in a business way. They do not seem to 
realize that the question for consideration is how the United 
States of America shall get back the money it has invested in this 
Pacific Railroad enterprise. As to the construction of the roads, 
I have not time to spook now, nor of the motives of the men who 
built them, nor of the work that they did, nor of how the whole 
subject was considered by Congress at that time. I hope to be 
able, in extending my remarks, to say something on that subject. 
I will, however, say a word now about the lan nts of which 
we have heard so much. More than twenty other railroads in 
the United States have received greater land grants than did the 
Pacific railroads. It must also be remembered that the land 
granted was absolutely valueless until the road was built. Hence 
the land grant so much discussed becomes of very small moment 
in deciding upon the bill before us. 

Mr. Chairman, when we are called upon to settle the question 
as to what the United States shall get out of its second mortgage, 
which is the only matter before us, we are met by the gentleman 
from Louisiana [Mr. BoATNER] and other gentlemen with this old 
talk that the men who built these roads made money. All right; 
suppose they did make money, They did only what everybody 
else would do if they had hadthe chance. Just imagine! Th these 

mtlemen who now denounce so fiercely the men who built the 

acific rai ds had only been in their positions at the inception 
of that enterprise, how differently they would have acted. Sup- 
pose some of the gentlemen from the great State of California 
who are members of this Congress, and who—especially one of 
them—fight this railroad question at all times and without re- 
gard to sense or reason [laughter]—suppose that some of those 
8 in connection with the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. 
. ee and the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. ne Who 
out-Heroded Herod in the last Congress in denunciation of those 
who constructed these roads suppose they had been engaged in 
that great work. 

Suppose that they had built the road, and after they had com- 
pleted it, seven years ahead of time, they had come ther, and 
when the last spike had been driven at Promontory Point, and 
when all the nations of the earth were rejoicing that we had suc- 
ceeded in binding together the East and the West, the waters of the 
Atlantic and the waters of the Pacific, I suppose that just the 
moment these gentlemen had finished the wor 85 would have 
started for Washington, they would have invaded the East Room 
of the White House, they would have presented themselves before 
the then President of the United States (that silent man and silent 
general whose memory we all honor)—they would have presented 
themselves before him, and the gentleman from Louisiana, or per- 
haps the gentleman from the Fourth district of California, or the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, would have been the spokesman, and 
he would have said: 

Mr. President, we have built this road, and wehave built itseven 
years ahead of time, but we find that by some strange miscalcula- 
tion we have made some money out of it. [Laughter.] Wehave 
made some legitimately, and we have gobbled all we could get, and, 
on the whole, we have made a good deal of money. Wehavekept 
every agreement we have made with you; we have built the road 
as you wanted it built; your Government directors and your 
Government commission have inspected and accepted the road; 
we have kept every part of our contract, but, mirabile dictu, we 
have made money, and our consciences will not permit us toretain 
it; so we come now to pour it back into the Treasury of the 
United States.” [Laughter.] 


1897. 
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That, doubtless, is what these gentlemen would have said and 
done. The gentleman from Wisconsin 2 COOPER] nigb have 
said that he would like to have some of the money saved for the 
improvement of the harbor of Manitowoc. [Laughter.] The gen 
tleman from the Fourth district of California [Mr. MAGUIRE] 
would probably have expressed a desire to have some of it appro- 

ria’ for the propagation of the doctrine of the single tax. 

Laughter.] And the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. BoaTNER] 
might have asked forsome to pay thee of his contested elec- 
tions. [Laughter.] Some of it might have gone in the interest of 
my colleagues to Petaluma Creek, and some to building a public 
building at Oakland, Cal. [Laughter But the balance would 
certainly have been covered into the Treasury of the United States. 
(Laughter. } 

Now, Mr. Chairman, would those gentlemen really have done 
that? Why, if Adolph Sutro, who has been bombarding Congress 
with letters on this subject, or if that blackmailer, Hearst, who 
runs the Examiner in San Francisco, had been connected with 
this great enterprise, they would not only have made all the money 
that the other men made, but they would have brought the Gov- 
ernment itself into contempt and ruin, and would have us the 
entire control. [Laughter.] But, Mr. Chairman, the real ques- 
tion for us to consider is, How shall we get back our money? It 
is porey a business question with us. Abuse of the men who 
built the roads, animadversion upon their motives, or denuncia- 
tions of their acts will not avail us. We must deal with the mat- 
ter as it is in 1897. Our ancestors made the mistakes, if any were 
made, that resulted in the present status of the case. 

Now, there are three ways to deal with this question. The first 
is to sell these roads under foreclosure to the highest bidder; the 
second is for the Government to take the road and run it; the 
third is to extend the time for the nes of the indebtedness. 
I apprehend that ahha cd in this House is opposed to the Goy- 
ernment ownership of railroads. Every s er so far has de- 
nounced it. No sound argument can be presented in its favor. 
We can eliminate that factor from the problem. The next ques- 
tion, then, is, Shall weforeclose? If we foreclose, how much shall 
we get? Who will bid? 1 do not ask any of these gentlemen from 
California to answer that question, because they are all wealthy, 
and if they did not have the money themselves they could call 
upon the committee of fifty in San Francisco and get the money 
from them—from Sutro or from Hearst—and thus they could bid 
on this property. [Laughter.] But I ask gentlemen from other 
parts oft the United States, who would bid in these properties if 
they were offered at auction? Name somebody. Name some cor- 
poration or some body of individuals that would or could make 
such a bid. There are just three parties that could bid. One 
would be the United States. The United States could, of course, 
bid, could pay off the first mortgage, and then carry on the rail- 
roads. But nobody wants that to be done. The Vanderbilts could 
bid, because they own a line of road leading into Omaha. But 
they say they do not want the property. The only other parties 
that could bid would be the same men who now control the Cen- 
tral Pacific and the Union Pacific roads. They might bid the 
2 in at their own price, and thus get rid of paying the debt 

ne to the Government. 

If the men who control the Central Pacific—the men who have 
been roundly abused pring and directly upon the floor of this 
House (and who are abused by men who are here lobbying in 
this House to-day as ex-members of Con against this bill)— 
if those men should, at foreclosure by the United States, bid in 
this peek what could hinder them from so doing? Whocould 
outbid them? And then what would they do? If, when this prop- 
erty were put up at auction, they should undertake to biditin, who 
could bid against them? Nobody on earth. You all know that 
no corporation could be formed to bid against them, for corpora- 
tions of that magnitude are not easily formed, especially to fight 
other corporations, and no individual has sufficient means to 
undertake the job. They would bid only enough to pay the first 
mortgage. Any opposing bidder, if such could be found, would 
bid no more, for by an expenditure of that amount they could 
parallel the road with a new line with less bridges, lower grades, 
easier curves, and straighter line. No new corporation would 
buy an old road at a greater sum than they could build a new 
one. Hence there would practically be no competition at the sale. 
The testimony taken before the Railway Commission and the 
statements made before our committee were to the effect that 
these roads could be duplicated for less than the amount of the 
first mortgage upon them. Sixty-one million dollars in round 
numbers is the amount of the first mortgage upon both roads; and 
the roads could be duplicated for that amount. The Central Pacific 
road could be duplicated for less than the amount of the first 
mortgage upon it. Who, then, would bid? Who could, as a safe 
business proposition, bid against the railroad people who are 
in possession of the property, and who by purchase can rid them- 
selves of a large debt. Every dollar less than the amount due 
the United States that these companies could secure the roads 


for at forced sale would be that much clear gain and the Govern- 
ment’s loss. 

Did any of you ever have a second mortgage on a man’s prop- 
erty? If so, when the second mor e became due and yu 
found that the property would not sel! for enough to pay the fret 
mortgage, did yon foreclose and sell simply for the papse of 
enabling your lawyer to make some money? Such would be the 
inevitable result of foreclosure in this case. Whoever buys these 
roads at foreclosure sale must of course purchase subject to the 
first mortgages, and that amount is gigantic of itself. No per- 
sons could overbid the men who now control these companies 
except the United States. If the Government overbid, it must, 
like an individual, pay the first mortgage, and that means taking 
$61,000,000 from an already depleted National.Treasury to engage 
in the unwise policy of Government ownership and management 
of railroads. 

Therefore it seems to me that from a business point of view a 
sale under foreclosure | leering would be of no advantage, but 
a positive loss to the Government. All agree that a sale under 
foreclosure would result in losing at the very least one-half of 
the debt due the United States unless the Government bid the 
property in. None of us wish to lose this amount of money. 

The next question is—and this I understand to be the 
ment of all who have spoken—whether or not this debt should be 
extended. Gentlemen do not 2 the proposition for extension 
as a matter of principle, but only as to its details. It is said that 
the Government ought to get a larger rate of interest. Let us 
examine that question. Every man knows that a railroad is valu- 
able only for the money that it can make; it is of no value for any 
other purpose. Everyone knows that a railroad company can 
only pay its debts out of its earnings. Everyone knows that the 
United States Government itself could not pay its debts if they 
were all presented at once. A railroad company in debt is not in 
a different position from anybody else, nation, corporation, or 
individual, who is indebted. There is not a bank in the United 
States, except one, I believe, that could pay its debts if they were 
all presented at once. There is not a bank in California (and it 
is the greatest State in the Union, as you all know)—and it has 
some Con, en who are bank directors—there is not a bank in 
California that could pay its debts if they were presented all at 
once. These railroad companies, then, are in no worse condition 
than the United States Government or the banks or the eral 
people. The question beng, How shall we extend their indebted- 
ness? its solution dependssolely upon the ability of the railroad com- 
panies to comply with ọur conditions and to pay us our debt from 
their only source of revenue, their earnings. If we agree to extend 
the indebtedness, clearly we can do nothing but impose such terms 
as they can comply with. What is the good of calling upon a man 
to pay $1,000,000 when he can not do it? What is the good of ask- 
ing a man to pay 6 per cent, or 5 per cent, or 4 per cent interest 
upon his debt due us when he can not doit? Therefore, in making 
terms with these railroad companies, we should look, as I have 
before said, solely at their earning capacity? Is that not true? 

Now, the question is, What is the earning ca) ipa} of these 
roads? What are the net earnings of the rai 15 t will not 
do for us to assume that the gentleman from Missouri is correct 
when he says that the net earnings of the railroad companies are 
the amounts that they receive over and above their operating ex- 
penses. Those are not net earnings. The net earnings of a rail- 
road company are the earnings that mey have to apply to a reduc- 
tion of their indebtedness or payment of dividends after they have 
paa all of their fixed charges, including interest upon their debts. 

he Central Pacific road—and I speak of that because I am more 
familiar with it—the Central Pacific road for the last five years 
has had an average of $291,967 as a surplus Spero to the pay- 
ment of our indebtedness, and that is all. Is that too much to 
leave for emergencies that frequently arise? In the committee's 
estimate of the amount to be paid by these companies we have put 
an item for payment of interest at 4 per cent upon their first- 
mortgage indebtedness. Is this correct? Should we estimate that 
they can refund their old debt at 4 per cent? I do not think so. 
Money is not pan for railroad corporations at such a low rate 
of interest. 1 think they would have to pay at least 44 per cent, 
and if so, that will use up all of the surplus and consume all the 
earnings of these roads. e are estimating the earnings upon the 
figures as given by the officers of the Central Pacific. 

Yow, it may be, as has been intimated, that they lied. But, Mr. 
Chairman, let us consider the facts for a moment. When the 
gentlemen insinuate that the officers of these roads, in their state- 
ments made under oath to the officers of the Government, are 
lying, they are simply having a reflex of their own minds, it seems 
to me. e must assume that they tell the truth to the stock- 
holders and to themselyes. Men may lie on the outside, especially 
when engaged in business which would make such a system profit- 
able. But when they are dealing with themselves, it is to be 


assumed that they will at least tell the truth to themselves. These 
are reports that they make themselves to themselyes about the 
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condition of their business. It must be conceded that they are cor - 


rect. They cover their affairs for five years last past. They are 
accepted by the officers of the United States charged with that 
duty in dealin g with the companies, and must therefore be treated 
by us, as other officers of the United States, as being true. 

In reference to the Central Pacific, these are the earnings, They 
say they can not pay more. The books of the apd anes justify 
their statement. e must show error or accept these 
No error has been charged or insinuated. The amount, then, of 
earnings the committee has named being correct, it naturally fol- 
lows that the payments to be exacted from the 8 can not 
exceed the sums named by the committee, and that the rate of 
interest can not be increased. In the Central Pacific we receive 
additional security. That road, Mr. Chairman—that is, that por- 
tion covered by the Government mo is like one of Gun- 
ter's novels, ‘‘ Miss Nobody of Nowhere.” It commences in the 

lains of Utah and ends 50 miles from San Francisco. It runs for 
miles from Utah to Truckee in California, through a country 
that does not have business enough to pay for the oil that greases 
the locomotives that draw the trains through that region. Hoes 
ter.] All the business that pays them is from California and the 
through travel. We can rely only on the California and through 
business for revenue to the Sai ar from which to pay us our 
debt; clearly, then, we should get the road into such condition 
that it can get that business. ; 

What is the object of a railroad company? It is to get from 
somewhere to somewhere, from some city to another city. What 
makes the Baltimore and Ohio, and the Pennsylvania, and the 
New York Central valuable? It is because they begin at some 
great city and end at another. They have business between, it 
is true, in the thickly settled portions of the East, but the Central 
Pacific has no paying way business except in California. What 
is the object o reaching California by a railroad? To get to the 
city of San Francisco, it did not get to San Francisco it would 
have no value, The aided portion of the Central Pacific does not 
reach San Francisco. Now, the proposition of the bill is to per- 
mit the United States to have a mortgage on property that will 
enable the Government, if it is obliged to take the road, to get 
into the cityof San Francisco. They propose, in addition to what 
the Government now has, to have a mortgage on a road leading 
north, as you will see by reference to the map, up into Oregon, 
through a very fertile valley that will make money. There is 
another mortgage on a road leading directly south, as you will 
also see by reference to the lines on that map, into the San Joaquin 
Valley, and another from Niles to Oakland, and the ferry from 
Oakland to San Francisco, and the terminals at both cities, thus 
giving us a road commencing at some place and ending at the 
center of wealth and business and civilization on the Pacific 
Coast. Its arms thus extended, one to the north, the other to the 
south, and its head res in San Francisco, will enable the road, 
in case the United States is obliged to take ion of it in the 
future, to obtain business from California’s fertile valleys and 
enterprising cities, and thus secure revenue from other than mere 
overland traffic. If taken now, the United States will have abso- 
lutelyno business save the through overland trade, and that is not 
enough, and it will bein ion of aroad without ing or 
end, from the Bay of San Francisco, and dependent upon 
connecting lines for paying business, If this bill passes and de- 
fault is made, and the United States is obliged to take possession, 
it will have a road which will be able to do business without ask- 
ing the permission of anyone. So if the United States is obliged 
to take it at all, it will be in a position where it can make money. 

Now, whatare the other propositions embodied in this bill? 0 
provide that they shall make payment of principal and interest 
every six months. At the end of the first six months they must 
make such payment, at the end of another six months a 

yment, and unless these payments are made the bill provides 
That the entire debt of the road shall become immediately due, at 
the option of the President. We have a guarantee, therefore, of 
the good faith of the company. In addition to that thereisa guar- 
antee of the Southern Pacific Company, a gigantic corporation, as 
my friends from California often say, a wealthy corporation, as I 
hear them say continually; a corporation that has dominated every- 
thing throughout that country, and wealthier than any other cor- 
poration in the country, as I have often heard them say—and that 
corporation guarantees the performance of the contract of the Cen- 
tral Pacific, 

Weareabsolutely safe, then, in getting the money, and we ought 
to pass the bill and get the money due to the Government. Indi- 
vidually, as I have said, I would bein favor of wipi ut the 
entire debt. That, of course, would help my people i California, 
If the roads did not have this debt upon their shoulders, they 
could reduce their rates of fare and transportation, and that would 
help my people; but as a citizen, and for the welfare of the whole 
country, I am in favor of making these railroads pay their debts, 

d on that theory I favor the bill because I believe that will be 

e result of it if it goes into operation, But they say that the 


State of California is against this bill. Well, now, the mere fact 
that the State of Cali iui davai bill is entitled to con- 
siderable weight, perhaps, but it does not settle the question. But 
before this point can be considered it must be conclusively estab- 
lished that the Sasi of California are against the bill. I know 
of one man from California that is not against this bill, and that 
is myself. I am not at all afraid to express my sentiments, I 
will show later that the voice of my State is not unanimous 
against this bill, but that a fair majority are for it, as evidenced 
by the newspapers of California. 

I hope the chairman of the committee will give me ten minutes 
more. 

Mr. POWERS. I yield to the gentleman ten minutes more, 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. There is not a man from Cali- 
fornia in this House, if he dared to express his honest sentiments, 
but what would be in favor of this bill, always excepting the gen- 
tleman from the Seventh [Mr. Bowers]. Every 4 — man, if he 
dared to express his honest sentiments, would be in favor of this 
bill, but they are all afraid of a blackmailing newspaper in San 
Francisco. They are afraid of the attacks made upon them and 
upon others by this blackmailer, 

The opposition in California is unreasonable and hollow. Ip 
makes up in noise what it lacks in solidity. It mistakes vituper- 
ation for argument, abuse for reason, catures for facts. 

The traveler across the Western plains has frequently been 
deprived of needed rest and felt compelled to mount guard all 
night by hearing the most unearthly and hideous noises coming 
seemingly from every quarter of the horizon, and apparently from 
the lungs of a thousand wild animals anxious to rend his limbs 
and feast upon the bodies of his horses, his family, and himself. 
Often has he paced the weary rounds of his camp with heart quickly 
beating, rifle in hand, finger on trigger, neryously waiting an 
assault while praying for the morning to come that he might face 
and fight in day light the fierce wild that, as he thought, 
encircled him. en at last the glorious orb of day came rising 
above the eastern horizon, illumining the whole earth, drivi: 
darkness away and 3 gor to man and beast an 
flower and shrub alike, he carefully scanned the country round 
about him that he might see the hordes that he thought had all 
night watched and waited for his death, when lo he found that 
two measly, gaunt coyotes had furnished all the noise and given 
him all the terror of his wasted night. So with this California 
opposition to this funding bill. If you turn the sunlight of truth 
upon it, 28 77 ord secrecy, and show its true relations to the sub- 
ject, you will find that all this noise, this opposition, this denun- 
ciation of the funding bill and its friends, all this fearful wail 
against Huntington and the railroad and the friends of funding 
comes from two persons gifted, like the coyote, with leather lungs, 
innate wickedness, and an infernal desire to injure all that they 
can not control. 

These two are Adolph Sutro, by some mischance mayor of San 
Francisco, and William R. Hearst, by the gift of his parents the 
proprietor of the San Francisco Examiner—arcades Ambo. 

Of Sutro but little need be said. He admits his opposition to be 
founded upon personal spite against C. P. Huntington Poor old 
man. Ihave naught but pityfor him. He is undoubtedly crazy. 
The city and coun sonay o San Francisco, Hon, H. T. Cres- 
well, a Democrat, a lawyer of high standing, a citizen well known 
and respected, has on two occasions publicly stated that, in his 
opinion, based upon official and personal intimacy with him, 
Sutro is insane and should be examined by a N of lunacy 
and sent to the insane asylum. Hon, William ck, county 
auditor of San Francisco, a Democrat, a man of sterling 9 — 7 
and great ability, indorses and echoes the views of Mr. Creswe 
Hence we can afford to let the Iurid-covered envelopes and liter- 
ature of Sutro pass unheeded as being the emanations of a brain 

Ot the ste Lip ghee 8 2 if tite otes, William 
other of t ous pair of li coyotes, Willi 
R. Hearst, much could be said. ae 

He is a young man, rich not by his own exertions, but by inherit- 
ance from his honored father and gifts from his honored mother. 
He became possessed of the idea t he wanted to run a news- 
Un ged Like the child in the song, he wanted a bow wow,” and 

is indulgent mts gave him the Examiner. By the reckless 
diture of large sums of money he has built PRs proat paper, 
e Examiner has a very large A PESEE It did haye a great 
influence in California. s, 

It has done t good in California. It has exposed corruption 
denounced villainy, unearthed wickedness, pursued criminals, and 
rewarded virtue. 188 

At first we Californians were suspicious of Our Willie,” as 
Hearst is called on the Pacific Coast. We did not know what he 
meant. But we came to believe in him and his oft-repeated boasts 
of independence and 3 Daily editorials written by ‘Our 
Wilie’s” hired men praisin motives and 5 hon 
esty had their effect des, Our Willie” through paper 
was doing some fe 
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We knew him to be a debauchee, a dude in dress, an Anglomaniac 
in e and manners, but we thought he was honest. 

We knew him to be licentious in his tastes, regal in his dissipa- 
tions, unfit to associate with pure women or decent men, but we 
thought Our Willie” was honest. 8 

We knew he was erotic in his tastes, erratic in his moods, of 
small understanding and smaller views of men and measures, but 
we thought“ Our Willie,” in his English plaids, his Cockney accent, 
and his middle- d hair, was honest. 

We knew he sought on the banks of the Nile relief from 
loathsome disease contracted only by contagion in the haunts of 
vice, and had rivaled the Khedive in the gorgeousness of his harem 
in the joy of restored health, but we still believed him honest, 
though low and depraved. ; 

We knew he was debarred from society in San Francisco because 
of his delight in flaunting his wickedness, but we believed him 
honest, thongh tattooed with sin. r 

We knew he was teful to his friends, unkind to his em- 
ployees, unfaithful to his business associates, but we believed he 
was trying to publish an honest paper. 

We knew he had money, not earned by himself (for we knew 
he was unable to earn any money save asa statue for a cigar store), 
but given him by honored and indulgent ts; we knew he 
needed no bribes with which to pay his way, hence, while we knew 
all these things, we did believe“ Our Willie” to be honest. 

We thought that he was running an independent N on a 
lane far above the ordinary altitude of newspapers, with a sincere 
esire to do good to the world, with an honest wish to expose shams, 

to speak the truth, and to establish a paper that, while it ht 
bea personal organ, would still be an honest one. ecame y 
to ire Our Willie” and to speak well of him and his paper. 
When William R. Hearst commenced his abusive tirades against 
C. P. Huntington and the Southern Pacific 83 and the 
Central Pacific Railroad Company and all who were friendly to 
them, and to denounce the funding bill and all who favored it as 
thieves and robbers, we thought his course was wrong, his meth- 
ods bad, and his attacks brutal, but we believed Our Willie” to 


be honest in it. = 

When C. P. Huntington told the truth about Our Willie” 
and showed that he was simply fighting the railroad funding bill 
because he could get nomore 8 from the Southern Pacific 
Company, we wers dazed with the charge, and as Californians we 
were humiliated. 

We looked eagerly for Our Willie's” denial, but it came not. 
On the contrary, he admitted that he had blackmailed the South- 
ern Pacific Company into a contract whereby they were to pay him 
$30,000 to let them alone, and that he had received $22,000 of his 
blackmail, and that C. P. Huntington had cut it off as soon as he 
knew of it, and that he was getting even now on Huntington and 
the railroad company because he had not received the other $8,000 
of his bribe. He admitted by silence that the Southern Pacific 
Company was financially responsible, but that he dared not sue 
it for the $8,000 he claimed to be due because of fear that his 
blackmail would be exposed in court. 

With brazen effrontery only equaled by the lowest denizen of 
the haunts of vice ‘‘Our Willie” knows so well in every city of 
the globe, he unblushingly admitted he had blackmailed the rail- 
ead moras eg but pleaded in extenuation that he did not keep 
his contract, but swindled them ont of their money. 

He showed himself to be the correct exponent of a scoundrel, 
as defined by Bill Tweed, namely, A man who wouldn't stay 
bought.” I can not tell how sad I felt to learn of this phase of 
Hearst’s life. I had been his attorney. I had regarded Hearst as 
honest. I had praised his Examiner for its course, because I 
believed it to be dictated by honest, although at times mistaken, 


To learn Our Willie” was nothing but a common, ordinary, 
everyday blackmailer—a low 5 of the newspaper 


world —grieved the le of ornia, myself included. 
Iregretit. For the honor of California I wish this exposé had 
never necessary; but it is true, sadly true. 


We have lost on the Pacific Coast an idol. We mourn a leader. 
We grieve over a dead and wicked newspaper. 

People read the paper because it gives the news in large type, 
but they say while reading it. Isn't it too bad Hearst should have 
sold hi We did not expect it. He must be wicked at heart, 
for he didn’t need the money.” 

If it be given to spirits of the departed to know the actions of 
those left behind them on this earth, the honored and respected 
father of Our Willie“ is suffering now from the blackmailing 
conduct of his son. [Laughter.] 

And that is the man who has created all this furor in Califor- 
nia. He has intimidated men. He has intimidated people. You 
donot know the terrorism that he has exercised in California with 
his paper: It is a paper that has a large circulation. You know 
how it has abused and maligned and caricatured ~~ in ar 
. POWERS], 


House, the honored chairman of our committee 
XXIX——38 


and other members of our committee, and our honored Speaker. 
I will not speak of myself, because I do not know but what [ can’ 
reasonably even with this man before I get through with him. 
Laughter.) But he has carried it on for years, While we knew 
all these things about him, we believed he was honest because he 
said he was, because he had his newspaper; but he has debauched 
the public mind in California by terrorism, he has terrorized over 
everyone, he has issued his edicts that any man who dares to favor 
this funding bill shall be driven from public life, shall be ruined 
in private life, and shall be disgraced before the pie ang before 
the gods. But for one, knowing that I am right, knowing that 
this is a business settlement of the question, I am willing to stand 
for what I believe to be right, evenif this blackmailing paper does 
continue to assault me. 

These two persons have caused great opposition to the fundi 
bill in San Francisco, but even there, where they have been ai: 
by another paper owned by a business rival of the Southern Pacific 
company, they are alone practically. 

A number of papers in Ban Francisco of equal prominence with 
Hearst's organ not smarting under loss of blac il, favor the 
funding bill. Nearly if not quite nine-tenths of the newspapers in 
California outside of San Francisco favor a funding bill. 

In the Congressional district that I have the honor to represent 
I do not know of but four newspapers that oppose the funding 
bill. In the cities of Stockton, Manysville, Nevada, Grass Valley, 
and Sacramento, the popora; I believe, are unanimous for the bi 
The city of Auburn has two papers favoring it. The thriving 
town of Jackson has two papera favoring it. e city of Oroville, 
one paper favoring it. could go on all over the district giv- 
ing names and location of the papers that favor the funding bill. 

of them are representative papers. They represent all s 
of political belief. 
he Chamber of Commerce of Sacramento, the capital of the 
State, composed of 176 representative business men of all classes 
of a city of 30,000 inhabitants, adopted unanimously the following 
resolution in favor of the bill: 
* SACRAMENTO, February 12, 1398. 

At the regular annual meeting of the Sacramento Chamber of Commerce 
the following resolution was offered and passed unanimously: 

Whereas it is important for the welfare of our community and our State 
that an early solution be had of the question of the indebtedness of the Cen- 
tral Pacific and Union Pacific railroads to the Government; and 

Whereas we believe that any measure which will uire the payment of 
ee, upon reasonable terms would p Sro pe — the inserts 
0! Ə An 

‘Whereas the application of business principles to this indebtedness would 
indicate that an extension of the time for the payment of this indebtedness 
vona be the best solution of the question to the end that the future finances 


of said railroads may be clear, and said ge rties be used, improved, and 
extended to their utmost capacity, with the object of insuring corresponding 
benefits to ucers and shippers: Therefore, - 

Beit re That our representatives in Congress be requested to favor 


any measure which will provide for the settlement of such indebtedness upon 
reasonable terms within a period of fifty years. 3 
JOSEPH STEFFENS, President. 

So it is all over the State. A majority, as I am informed, of the 
newspapers in the district represented by Mr. MCLACHLAN, and 
that represented by Mr. Bowers, and that represented by Mr, 
BaRHaM support the bill. 

Why, then, all this talk about California being opposed to the 
proper settlement of this question? 

I may remark right here that there is a man from California, 
who is a member of this House, who has undertaken at certain 

imes to defend this man Hearst, and no doubt he will now. If 

e does, I hope he will fool no man in reference tothe matter. It 
is a question of defending a blackmailer, and not of defending a 
newspaper. 

Now, in conclusion, in reference to this matter, shall we pay 
any attention to the wailings of this blackmailer; shall we pay 
attention to the shrieks of this man Sutro; or shall we pay atten- 
tion to the settlement of a business matter, and settle it once and 
forever upon business principles? It is purely and solely a busi- 
ness question. It does not rise to the . of anything else, 
All of the past should be forgotten. t us look at the pres- 
ent. Let us not think whether or not we would have done better 
than those men who built the road. I hate to think of what some 
men would have done if they had had the chance of these men who 
built the road. [Laughter.] Of course 1 do not allude to any 
man in this House, but I hate to think of what would haye been 
the result if others I could name had been given the opportunity 
to construct these railroads. 

Now, is not this a business question? In regard to the Union 
Pacific, I frankly confess I am not familiar with that road. I 
have read their statement and the proposed settlement, and it 
seems fair and full. So far as the Central Pacific is concerned, I 
am familiar; and I want to say that as a Californian I am proud 
of its action. Under the act of 1862 the Central Pacific built 31 
miles of its road where the Union Pacific did not build a single 
mile, and could not until the act of 1864 was passed. a Cali- 
fornian I am proud of the Central Pacific, because of all of the rail- 
roads aided by the Government that is the only road that never 
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has defaulted on its interest and never has failed to keep every 
contract it made with the Government and with everybody else. 
It is the only aided road that has never gone into the hands of a 
receiver. en gentlemen speak here about that railroad being 
unable to keep its contract, they do not speak with reference to 
the fact. They are pany. speaking of their own feeling; for I 
repeat, that road so far kept every contract it made with the 
Government. It has never defaulted. It has paid every dollar of 
its indebtedness as it becamé due. 

It stands ready to-day to take up this contract and to it 
on. But gentlemen say the rate of interest is too small. The 
say 2 per cent is too small a rate. Why is it too small? It is all 
they can pay. You say they could pay more. Why? The mere 
fact that a man says so does not prove anything. The earnings 
are shown for five years by the report, and they show that this 
road can not pay or larger sum than it is proposed to pay. This 
debt the railroad will commence paying immediately. the first 
year $1,500,000 of principal and interest, in addition to $2,400,000 
of old debt. The charges upon this road are fixed by law, and 
they can be ascertained by everyone. The charges fixed for 1896 
are $4,326,000. I ask every member of this House to drop every- 
thing except the common-sense, business view, and to accept the 
settlement of this question on a business line. Remove it from 
politics; remove it from Congress; remove it so that the black- 
mailer no tonger can hold it in terrorem against men, but will be 
obliged to allow everybody to. carry out their ideas as to them 
seems proper. [Applause. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

The committee informally rose; and Mr. GROSVENOR having 
taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a from the Sen- 
“ate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had 
passed bills of the following titles; in which the concurrence of 

e House was 8 

A bill (S. 3219) rasei condemned cannon and cannon balls 
to Wadsworth Post, Grand Army ofthe or y of Helena, Mont. ; 

A bill (S. 3035) granting a pension to . Elizabeth Gnash; 

A bill (S. 2393) for the relief of William E. Bond; 

A bill (S. 2338) for the relief of Joshua Bishop; 

A bill (S. 811) to provide a district attorney and marshal for 
the western judicial district of the State of South Carolina; 

A bill (S. 687) to apply the unexpended balance of the amount 
heretofore appropria for the relief of the captain, owners, 
officers, and crew of the late United States private armed brig 
General Armstrong, their heirs, executors, administrators, agents, 


or . and 

A bill (S. 470) granting to the State of Washington certain 
lands therein situated for the purpose of a fish hatchery. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
1 the bill (H. R. 3877) granting a pension to Henderson 

arple. 

The m also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendment the bill (H. R. 2663) to amend the laws relating to 
navigation, asked a conference with the House of Representatives 
on the bill and amendment, and had appointed Mr. FRYE, Mr. 
Mag site and Mr. WHITE as the conferees on the part of the 

ate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendment the bill (H. R. 2259) for the relief of William B. Ellis 
in which the concurrence of the House was requested. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL. 


The committee again resumed its session. 

Mr. POWERS. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania . ARNOLD]. 

Mr. NOLD of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, I will detain 
the House but a very few moments, as my time is limited. I de- 
sire in the first place to repeat what has been uently said upon 
the floor of this-House, and that is that this is a business proposi- 
tion. All these allegations of peculation and of fraud in connec- 
tion with the building of these roads has, I believe, no place in the 
discussion before this House. It may be true, as alleged, that a 
large amount of money was made in the construction of these 
reads. It may betrue that they have paid large dividends, some 
of which money should at least have been paid to the Government. 
It is true beyond question that when Congress many years 
postponed by an of Con the Government lien, a mistake 
Was committed. But with all these things we have nothing to do. 
Weare confronted, in the language of another gentleman, with 
“ a condition and not a theory” about peculations and any allega- 
tions in reference to fraud. ese all may have occurred. I know 
nothing about it, and many members here know nothing about it 
whatever. We do know to-day, however, there are due this Gov- 
ernment something like $110,000,000 from the Union Pacific and 


Central Pacific railroads, and it becomes our duty as members of 
this House to ascertain, if we can, how we may best get our money 
back and how certainly we may get it back. 

As the gentleman from California stated, and as I have said, 
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there are practically two propositions before this House. One is to 
extend this indebtedness according to the terms of this bill, and the 


other is Government ownership of these railroads; indeed, it was 
asserted time and time again before the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroads, by gentlemen who will argue against this bill to-day, 
that the very purpose of preventing the funding of this debt was 
that the Government might become the owner of the roads, I 
desire to state further that the committee in considering and pre- 
paring this bill had two objects in view, the first being that the 
Government should get its money, and the second that it should 
get that money as rapidly as the earning power of these roads 
would permit. 

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HUBBARD], my genial 
friend the Doctor, who has spent a large portion of his time in 
5 for dead patients [laughter], stated that the net earn- 

ngs of these roads were largely in excess of the amounts stated 

by Mr. Tweed before the committee. As the gentleman from 
California stated, we obtained the es Ba information possible, 
and the gentleman from Missouri leads this body when he 
states that the net earnings of these roads ran in 1890 to over 
$6,000,000, in 1891 to $7,400,000, in 1892 to over $5,000,000, in 1893 
to over 88.000, 000, and in 1894 to nearly’$5,000,000. ‘The gentle- 
man, I say, is not fair, because he omitted to state that he had not 
deducted from these alleged net earnings the moneys paid into the 
sinking fund, or the interest on the mortgage indeb ess, which, 
with other sums, would reduce the net earnings to about the 
amount claimed by Mr. Tweed. 

The net earnings in 1890 were $898,000; in 1891, a little over 
$2,000,000; in 1892, $861,000; in 1893, $784,000; in 1894, $441,000, 
and in 1895, $420,000; an average of $812,000. During that time 
there was $530,000 taken out of the net earnings and paid annu- 
ally into the Treasury. The committee ed this question 
very carefully, and they deemed it especially important to ascer- 
tain how far and to what extent we could tax these companies to 

y the debt due the Government. In that connection the ques- 

ion of interest was all important—whether we could afford to fix 
such a high rate of interest as would make it absolutely impos- 
sible for them to pay it, and whether we should require such a 
so ae sum during each year as to defeat the whole purpose of the 


We examined these questions with great care,and our calcula- 
tion is that after paying under this plan on the principal at the 
rate of $365,000 the first year—$1,000 for every day in the year 
$550,000 the second year, and $750,000 ann y thereafter until 
the debt is paid, with interest at the rate of 2 per cent per annum 
on the extended indebtedness, and with the payment of these 
sums on the principal of the debt, the earning power of these roads 
would be taxed to its utmost limit. In other words, as was eng 

ested by the gentleman from California [Mr. JoHNsoN], an addi- 
ion of even one-half per cent tothe rate of interest which they pro- 
on the first- mo lien would more than eat up the small 
ance that would be left in the Treasury, and, as the gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. PowrErs] has stated, it is very important that 
some small amount shall remain in the Treasury. So, in framing 
this bill, we have simply done the very best we could in view of the 
earning capacity of the roads. I have no doubt in my mind of 
the ability.of these roads to ay, for two reasons: First, because 
we do not tax them beyond their ability, and second, because the 
next generation, after all of us have gone, will see such magnifi- 
cent deyelopment in the West as will increase the value of these 
properties immensely. As the gentleman from California has 
stated, they are valuable only because of their earning power, 
and as the great West settles up the earning power of these roads 
will largely increase. 
in, toshow the safe ds which the committee have endeav- 
ored to throw about this bill, let me suggest this point. The com- 
panies, under the terms of this bill, can not pay any dividends upon 
their stock until they shall have first made these annual payments 
on the panapa and shall have paid all the interest under the 
terms of the bill, and then they can not pay over 4 per cent divi- 
dends. Any amount in excess of that is to go to the liquidation of 
the principal debt. 

Again, it was all that this was simply an extension sought 
by the Central Pacific road for the purpose of getting rid of pay- 
ment altogether; that they had no intention to pay. It was 


alleged by gentlemen from California that the Southern Pacific 


was a = and richcorporation; that ithad absolutely ruined the 
Central Pacific property, and that the Central Pacific, therefore, 
could not earn its share of the money to pay this debt; in fact, 
that the property was not worth even the first lien. 

Now, in order to protect the Government against those allega- 
tions, whether they be true or false, we have provided in this bill 
that the Southern Pacific Company shall guarantee the payment 
of the princi and interest as it becomes due. We have gone 
further and have investigated the charter of the Southern Pacific 
road to ascertain whether under the charter it has the power to 
make the guaranty—whether it would be bound in law by such @ 
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All these questions have been carefully examined. 

ow, I want to say, without boasting and without attempting to 
flatter any of the members of the committee, that I know this 
committee has labored earnestly and most assiduously in the 


aranty 


preparation of this bill. The subject has been before Congress for 
years, The time has come for the settlement of the question. 

e President of the Uniteđ States in his last message has stated 
that some action would necessarily be taken by the Executive 
unless Congress would move in this matter. I believe this is a 
just and honest bill. The 3 opposition to it comes from 
the Pacific Coast. Now, I have nothing to say as to the allega- 
tions against Mr. Huntington, either for or against them. I do 
not know anything about them, so far as I am concerned. But I 
do know this, that in all departments of life—in political life, in 
business life, in professional life—success, wherever you find it, 
succeeds only a short time before there follows a lot of mud 
slinging in the rear. You have all experienced that. Further- 
more, the principal opposition to this bill comes from the State of 
California. 

Doe the hammer cate 

r. POWERS. I yield to the gentleman two minutes more. 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. I simply wish to say to the 
House that we are not to legislate for the State of ifornia. 
Much as I admire that State, much as I want to see that prosperous 
State still more prosperous, much as I want to see the prosperity 
of the people of that State advanced, I wish to say that we are 
legislating for the entire Union. Let the fight as between Mr. 
Sutro and Mr, Hearst on the one side and Mr. Huntington on the 
other go on to the hearts’ content of the combatants. But let us 
address ourselves to the question before us, which is not their 
fight, but the question how the Government can save its money. 

The proposition to defeat this bill is simply in the interests of 
Populism pure and simple—the Government ownership of rail- 
roads. I ss 55 say, as I have stated before, that there are just two 
questions before this House—either pass this bill or have the Gov- 
ernment bent 4 of railroads. Iam opposed, as I believe the 
vast sears igs this House is, to any Government ownership of 


railroads. eare GPA Bes get out of the railroad business instead 
of getting into it. [Applause.] 
. Mr. POWERS. r. Chairman, I believe that under the rules 


we on our side have the closing of this debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont has fifty- 
seven minutes remaining, and the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
HUBBARD] has an hour and one minute. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I call the attention of my colleague on the 
committee [Mr. Powers] to the fact that there will not be to-day 
that full amount of time, because under the rules there must be 
a recess taken epean tly at 5 o'clock. 

Mr. POWERS. I am aware that four or five minutes will be 
lost by somebody; and I am willing to divide the loss with the 
gentleman from Missouri, one-half the time to be taken for his 
side and one-half for ours. Is that fair? 

Mr. HUBBARD. Yes, sir. 

I now yield fifteen minutes to the 
[Mr. COOPER]. 


[Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin addressed the committee. See 
Appendix. } 

Mr. HUBBARD. I yield thirteen minutes to the gentleman 
from Colorado [Mr. SHAFROTH]. 


[Mr. SHAFROTH addressed the committee. See Appendix.] 
Mr. HUBBARD. Iyield one-half minute to the gentleman from 


Wisconsin. 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin, Mr. Chairman, there is only a 
word that I want to say at this time. I desire to call attention to 
a fact which I think some members are not familiar with, and it 
is this: The Government directors of the Pacific railroads are 
e favor of a foreclosure by the Government. Their 
report for 1895 so recommends, and they indorse that recommen- 
dation in their report of this year, and among them are such men 
as— 

68 the hammer fell.] 

. HUBBARD. Mr. Chairman, I now yield seven minutes 
and a half to the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PARKER]. 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I have given weeks of study to 
this matter ever since I heard it was coming before this body at 
this session of Congress. 

How I can tell my conclusions in seven minutes and a half I do 
not know, but I have studied this question from the ground of 
what a prudent man would do in a case of this kind. 

None of these reports pos before Congress the net average earn- 
ings of these companies for the last ten years. This is information 
which must be obtained from various books. None of these 
reports shows the average fixed charges. I have thatinformation 
from the Railroad Commissioner, find that in the last eight 
Fears the Central Pacific paid all its first-mortgage interest on all 
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classes of securities; that it paid $7,400,000 of dividends; that it 
put five and three-quarters millions into its sinking funds and 
put four and a half millions into the United States sinking fund; 
and that its net earnings over the first-mortgage interest, instead 
of being nothing, were $2,400,000 a year, and were sufficient to 
pay over 4 per cent on the claim of the United States against 
t, aclaim, instead of being, as originally, $27,000,000 of principal, 
has been increased until the net claim now is somewhere near 
$60,000,000. 

The Union Pacific is in the hands of receivers. Their reports 
show the same result. Their net earnings over the first mort- 
gage, if you take out sinking funds, were, per year, $2,778,000— 
enough to pay 5 per cent on the claim of the United States. And 
these are the figures for the last ten 5 years for railroads. 

Under these circumstances the United States Government is 

oing to borrow money to pay off $60,000,000 worth of bonds. Is 
i then to receiveinreturn 2 per cent, not only on that, but on what 
it has already paid for interest, on which payments for interest it 
has already lost a sum of money which, I believe, amounts to 
about $26,000,000? 

These roads are not insolvent; nor need the Government take 
8 nor need they be foreclosed; nor need it foreclose, 

ivers are now operating the Union Pacific for the benefit of 
those concerned. The Government lien applied by the origi 
statute of 1864 to all property of the whole line of road and all 
property of both these railways. The Supreme Court has not said 
that the lien does not extend to all that property, but that it does 
not affect any road which has not been helped by subsidies. If 
the lien be defective, we as the holders of a mortgage on part of a 
plant have a right to insist that the first mortgage on the whole 
lant shall be so administered and marshaled as to give us the 
Benefit of the lien on the whole. That is law and equity. We 
have this right in any foreclosure which may be made. 

What is more, the Government can not be foreclosed. 
first mortgagees can take possession; they can hold the property 
and apply the rents and profits through a receiver and prevent the 
Government in all fairness from taking any more for sinkin, 
funds and can pay off their mortgage with the income, rents, an 
profits, which would pay it off, even at 6 per cent. But they can 
not say that the Government has been guilty of laches in not 
exercising an equity of redemption; and they can not foreclose, 
and it is not fair that they should foreclose, the people of the 
United States. 

Now, when, after thirty years of waiting, the right has accrued 
to the Government of the United States to insist upon the pay- 
ment of its debt out of whatever assets the company has, is this 
Congress to accept the very first proposition that is made to it—a 
a ition that the one hundred and thirteen and a half million 

0 
fif 


The 


rs which these companies owe shall be paid on an average in 
ty years, with interest at 2 per cent, and that we shall lose from 
1 to 1} per cent every year in the interest we pay on the money 
that we have borrowed to pay interest, or shall borrow to pay the 
principal, now coming due? 

One and a half per cent for fifty years on $113,000,000 is some- 
where about $80,000,000, which this bill would give away, although 
the property that is left, without counting any right of recourse 
to anyone to restore the lien of the Government on property that 
has been taken away, is amply sufficient to pay the whole debt 
included in both the first mortgage and the Government lien at 


any fair rate of interest. 
Here the hammer 124 
r. HUBBARD, I yield the balance of my time to the gentle- 
man from Colorado 0 r. BELL]. 
Mr. BELL of Colorado. r. Chairman, as strange as these 
may seem, we are now trying to pass a bill for the 


roceedin 
Pacific railroad companies and in derogation of the sacred rights 
of the people of the United States. The act creating these roads 
gives possession, control, and management of them to the Govern- 
ment without legal pos or hindrance upon default of the pay- 
ments required by the act; hence the Government is now amply 
protected. No doubt but the country, as well as this House, was 
greatly surprised at the special plea and specious defense made of 
these companies by the distinguished chairman of the Railroad 
Committee. For the first time, probably, since the organization 
of these companies, we have found a distinguished United States 
official not financially interested who commends, extols, and up- 
holds what every historian as well as the public press and tradi- 
tions of the people consider the most disgraceful piece of legerde- 
main and unpardonable corruption and scandal that has ever 
blotted the bright escutcheon of the American Government. 

The chairman declared that after the United States granted the 
charter the contrivers of these roads failed to build, that they 
returned to Congress and reported that by reason of the Govern- 
ment's first mortgage they could not secure money, and that Con- 
gress patriotically withdrew its first lien and took a second mort- 
gage. Mr. Larrabee, an old railroad manager, an ex-Republican 


governor of the State of Iowa, and the author of that splendid 
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book on the evolution of railroads, as a historian, has given 
a different version of this transaction. He says it is true that 


the manipulators of these roads assumed the garb of patriotism 
and appealed to the Government for help, warning them that 
if they did not connect the West with the East they would 
country west of the Mississippi River. 

without hesitation, much consideration, or debate, granted 

gen with harter of 1862, That these manipulators of men, seeing their 


efforts so fruitful and the obstacles so trifling, reached the con- | 


clusion that thes might. with asmall effort, 8 most anything 
from Congress they might demand. Therefore, they doubled their 
demands and 5 all they asked. He, and every committee 
and every man that has ever written the subject, pronounces 
the building and operation of these roads the most scandalous and 
fraudulent transaction with which the American people have ever 
been connected. Mr. Larrabee further says: 


The charter of the Union Pacific Railroad 
fhe robe the Ist day of July, 182. 3 

bellion 6 country that 

road was a national necessity bat without it wecould not to retain 
long the Fanno Ce It Sear ao vere plausibly argued that political 
benefits to be derived by the country from the construction of such a road, 
as well as its treat length and rising and patriot cost, made it the duty of the 
nation to promoters in the prose- 
cution of — 2 2 — were in- 
clined to question the motives of those who advocated what a to be 
patriotic measures, or to nurious e expenditure o pa rsa Fane 
Tengine . such expenditure. 

0 


was granted by Con. 
beginning of the war of 
a transcontinental 


en to the Central Pacific Railroad 
— — 5 


The charters of the 
repayment to the United States of the amount of 
thay shouid ipso facto ee a first mortgage on the entire lines 
pro er ogether with their rolling Hon patars, and other property. 
8 and donations thus a were most valuable; in 
fact, the latter were alone suffi t to —— In 
however, of the ral grants and in t necessi 
roads in those years of national trial, 
slow Th romoters were men of 


iy as privato 3 and when they fully realized how 
their deman 


ve roads to an amount aan tothe bonds of of the United 
States, and that the Herr of the United States bonds be made subordinate to 
— lien created by the companies’ bonds. By the act of See 
804, all these demands were granai — o the two companies us vir- 
gy ees e 
moi 0 an am 
their atereholders many of whom 3 k fiy in 
con 


eration of their influence in and out of 

Catted States to these com AOSE CE teas canbe aoe bam pee bees 
far from $80,000,000, of w over 600,000 was paid in bonds, and the re- 
mainder in lands, which aggregated about 23,000,000 acres. The whole line 
from Council to 1,780 miles „It will thus be seen 
6 about $45,000 per besides the t of 


the Pacific those wonderful and very expensiv: 
eross the Andes and the Alps. Those who have not eromed thecontinent can 
of this line was neither more 
than that of any of the numerous 
— — t. but such is the 
This company now comes to Congress and not only asks Con- 
gress to give it the whole of the debt that it owes the people, but 
to also loan it the credit of the Government for fifty more years. 


ee better for the people of the United 
States to give this debt to these roads without quibble than to 
loan them their credit for another half century with all of the 
annoying expense and attending scandals. 

There is more in this controversy than the mere securing of the 
Government debt. The Southern Pacific Railroad has leased the 


Con- } i 


Central Pacific, a com line; has complete control of it; has 
one traffic manager the two roads. e Southern Pacific, 
owned by the lessee, and 3 from California to New Or- 
leans, has a connecting line of steamships from there to New Vork, 


and thence across the Atlantic and to all the world, and by extend- 
giving them a monopoly of these two great 
transcontinental lines, they will 5 under, to the 
ruin and injury F ope. 
committee and the gen- 
. Grow] lauding the builders of 
as entitled to great consideration at 
the ggg eran, ee at the hands of the people of the United 
States. Thee nee of Mr. Hun 1, the chief moving spirit 
in the Southern Pacific and Central „ frankly admits that 
these roads were built ee hay Contract. and Finance Co 
consisting of himself, Leland Stanford, Mark Hopkins, — 
Crocker, and maybe some other small interests, the same men 
that owned and were building the Central Pacific Railroad. He 
frankly admits in his testimony that the directors of the Central 
Pacific contracted with the directors of the Contract and Finance 
88 being the same men in each board, for the building of 
tral Pacific road. The Central Pacific directors took the 
stock and bonds, turned them over to the Finance Company, and 
tho Financo Company. baile the toad, When the committee of 
ies were 
nestion 
their right to trade with themselves and cheat or defraud them- 
selves, as they claimed the right to make such contracts with 
themselves as hag” dhe fit. They said to the committees of Con- 
gress that when they contracted as directors of the Central Pacific 
road with the directors of the Contract and Finance Company, the 
same individuals, the rule of equity, asitis written in theinjunc- 
tion, pone Serre oe certainly did not apply to 
own interest and were not 


n very boldly admits that the companies spent 
3 of dollars in employing lobbyists, or agents as he 
call them, to appear before Congress, tures, and other 
organizations and explain their interests to the lawmakers, and 
admits that he is spending money now in Madai sa on in explain- 
cos —— hisinterests to the members of Congress. is examination 
ore the Senate 1 2 place between 


Senator Mond aN and Mr. H „ Viz: 

Senator MorGAN. Ido not want to try to prove that you mone’ mem- 
bers of of leginiatures or ta members of tho . Tae noe think 
—.— re any case at this particular 


legisla: Congress, 
g him all the facts in the case. I erstand 
le; tors have so much to do that they can not examine 
and while I can not get to talk with them, almost eve 
— PR his eee him and who can sit Kaen 8 beside him and 
the matter over . Lean not do soif I would, and I have to get 
it do done by others. Isee that the great London and Northwestern Railway 
t £500,000 000 to get their charter through Parliament, and nobody sup- 
4 thas they 6 


be more than ‘that. 

Senator MORGAN. You told them so in your de tion? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. I think Idid. One rail 5 
8 Albany he always calculated to spend $250,000 a year for port Pens ay wd 
go 

Senator MorGAN. Did that $2,000,000 which you spent come out of your 


did it come from? 
TON. From the Oontrect and Pivanoe Company, I suppose. 
Leland Stanford stated upon oath that they had declared divi- 
dends or divided up stocks amounting to fifty-two millions of dol- 
lars at the completion of the roads. I do not mean to say or for 
one moment to intimate or infer that a single member of this or 
the other House has or could be influenced by the use of Mr. 
Huntington's or any other man’s money, I believe such t 
are beneath any member of either House, and I would not have it 
po to the country as coming from me that any member of this 
y or the Revol was sie to influence by the direct use of 
ther have I ever seen anything Sampar service to 
chtest suspicion that any member of Congress has 
3 But th Ts and manipu- 
lators of men and lobbyists undou 


from 
3 My d 
. than whom there is no better 


Representative, weakens upon the fear that 
the Government might own and control a railroad. This is his 


or more commendable 


weak point. 

The gentleman from Texas [Mr 
that intimidates him—that is, should these roads 
Government to be operated in the interests of the le, that the 
patrons of the road would have a lower rate of than the 
other people of the United States. If that would be the result of 
the Government ownership of railroads, the mrg: people of 
this country would welcome it in every part of the land. But we 
ask no such advantage. Let the Government a reasonable 
rate on its investment. It is not 3 rates that de- 
stroy prosperity so much as the discri tion between different 
interests and combinations to make different articles pay eve 
cent that the traffic will stand and induce the shipment, . 
of placing the traffic on the actual cost of transportation with a 
reasonable income on the actual investment. Our demand is not 
that the Government build a road, or that the Government buy a 
road, but simply that the Government shall use the right it has 
already bought and paid for. It has paid for the buil of this 
road, and the promoters thereof have made a vast fortune ont of 
it. There is no law in morals or elsewhere that requires the peo- 
ple to pay toll to outsiders on their own donations. It is not 
necessary that there shonld be any t mac 53 
these roads. They may be operated under a er; y ma 
be operated by the Government directors, or they may be opera 
under a lease. 

And, in further answer to our friends, Judge Dillon, of the 
United States court, in an order appointing Hon. J. B. Grinnell 
receiver for the Central Railroad of lowa in 1876, said: 

The railroads in the hands of the court, and in the pa nara aay 
pact DATO AA DOON FUR de fy mugyr ean cccarad AnA DOTE TaS gS teen 

this will noe tion, and that the 
Will be worth more at the end of ths litigation. ee 

Upon Mr. Grinnell’s tion, after nearly three years of 

sees mee Grant, in as for the discharge of his bondsmen, 


. BELL] has the 98 
taken e 


of the state co: TS he 


mmissioners that very 
and he left it in far 


I concur entirely in the has 
ved the superior 


much impro condition of the 
condition to that in which he received it. 


Mr. Larrabee says, in his excellent work on railroads: 
A number of European States, 58 — France, and porn Africa 


well as Australia, British India, and the onies in southern 
pted ee eee ot railroads. The motives which 
in various ent 


to this ste countries differ 7 % Oo: erer 
of state r and management of . — & has been afan pkn tried in 
i and with the best results. With an ex t service, the rates of 
| state roads are the in . first-class passen- 
are, next to the zone tariff recent! opted in the State of Hun- 
Y, the lowest in the world 1 same distance, lower than 
8 In Prussia state upon the whole, is 
aeo rivate companies, and is probably equal to the pub- 


Government onl; 6 — 
tant lines, but furnishes u these a more efficient and per service 


22 peand te e regen Ut 

ose regu: s 
notwithstand vernment and management f railroads 
a success in Europe. 


Mr. Jeans (an English author on railroads) says of state rail- 


tisfaction 
regards regularity of conveyance, cheapness of 
travelers. . 

“Tt is difficult to see how any unbiased person can travel on any 
of the state roads of Europe without coming to the same conclu- 
sion. State er! ee offers certainly some advan to the 
public. Above all, the business of the roads is not conducted for 
the advantage of a few, but for the common 
Commerce is not arbitrarily disturbed to aid unscrupulous man- 
agers in their stock tions. New lines are not built for 
speculative purposes, but for the development of the country. 

tes are based more upon the cost of service than upon what the 
traffic will bear, and the ultimate object of the state’s policy is not 
high profits, but a healthy growth of the country’s commerce, 
while the sole aim of a private company is to get the largest 
revenue possible.” 

The weak points of Mr. Powrrs, of Vermont, and Mr. Grow, 
of Pennsylvania, are influenced through their extreme patriotism. 
Notwithstanding the conclusive evidence that the Government 
subsidy bonds and lands granted have paid for the entire building 
of the roads, and the proof showing that Stanford, Huntington, 
Crocker, and Hopkins, who at the time they built these roads. at a 
cost of forty or ty million dollars, were assessed for not to exceed 
a quarter of a million dollars, came out multimillionaires, among 
the richest men of the country, our friend from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Grow, seems to regret that, in addition to the land nt la: 
enough to make an empire and a subsidy of over $50,000,000 
bonds, they did not give them a bonus of $100,000,000 more in cash, 


and says that Congress would have readily done it had it been ' Pacific 


asked. 8 vo them in bonds and land more than suffi: 
cient to build the r = 
It will be bered that 
ged elit om pe ring propositions? Oe s oson comitee ostab 
— known as the “ Hoxie contract,” the "Ames" 
vis contract.“ 
the Span ip meee assignments made by the holders 


to h the intervention of a 
y known as the t Mobilier of America,“ the profits 


own votes. 
these three contracts was as follows: 


ofts derived 

frou con’ 5 and promoters of the Union 

10 . persons received these profi etermined 
S bi ms 


— $12, 974, 416. 
e 


42, 825, 328. 34 
To this should be added the amount paid Credit Mobilier on 
e . . . G OOD 
Total profit on construction 43, 929, 328.34 
Fourth. The actual cost of construction under these three contracts was 
su valent to the proceeds of the first-mo: bonds of the 
company and of the Government bonds, as shown by the following table: 
First- TTT $27, 213. 000. 
Sold at a TT. 8, 494, 991.23 
r e 
b bonds , 7, 8. 00 
Sold at a 1 — = 91, 348. 72 
PD A ———x—T—x—— • ta ene OAT Te 
— 5 
te net proceeds of both classes . 50,803, 172.05 
whole road to the contractors..................--........ 50,720,953. 94 
Difference between proceeds of bonds and costs 142, 213.11 
Fifth. That the actual profits realized from the three contracts, after 
reducing the bonds issued to their cash value and charging the stock issued 
8 were $23,366,819.81. These profits are stated as 
WS: 
Ames and Davis contracts. 
SDR TTTTTdT—.. ͤ— — 811,310. 900. 00 
Twenty-four stock, at 30 — 7.200, 000. 00 
r w T i 
CTT ͤ —— popes tnd aarll UCU TOO 


CENTRAL PACIFICO. 
(2) In 1878 the disclosures made by the examinations conducted by the Wil- 
committee ‘erence 


son 6 
to Union Pacific Railroad Company through 
the intervention of Mobilier. „ 
intends Aang = aHes bai affairs of the tral Pacific Railroad Com- 
ey. ver, was examined as a witness. exam- 
as to resul: construction of the Central Pacific 
road. He them as confined to the stock of the company, and 
that the share recei ted to $1,000,000 of this stock. ry 
of the Wilson ttee, evidence of Hi con. pose MP) This evi- 
ce was more two e of the Central 
Mr. Stanf. has testified that each of the 


and 
interest recet 000 of the stock of the com 
profits. (See ——— Stanford, volume 5, pages INN 
The report of the Wilson and Pattison Pacific Railroad Com- 
mittees unite in these conclusions as the reasons for passing these 
railroad acts: 


This act was not passed to further the interestsof the 9 

nor for the advancement of commercial interests, nor for the convenience o 
public alone; but in addition to present and 

future, of the Government, as such, were to be su A t highway 

was to be created, the use of which for tary, 

was to be secured to the Government “at all but ularly in time 

of war. Your committee deem it important to ca l attention to 


declared ob; of t, to accomplish which object the munificent t 
of lands Hay pio F To make such High 
way and to have it ready at “all 8 tim: A 
to meet the demands that might be ie upon it; to be able to withstand the 
loss of business and other incide: 

the Government such reasonable 2s 
solvent 


these subsidies were placed were, in the opinion of your committee, under 
nothin; th 


the h: moral, to sa: ofl or equitable, tions to use the 
utm — gh of aith howard p agio riia aasan in the exercise of the 
powers d of the subsidies. 


Our friends say the Government does not want to go into the 
transportation business. Why has the Government gone into the 
tion business by keeping up the great Mississippi River 

and the Missouri River, and other great rivers of the country? 
It is that the commerce of the country may circulate 3 
the interior of the country to the coast lines. Why not take the 
i a road built by the Government of the United 
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States, a road that was never built by the Huntingtons, never 
built by the Hopkinses, except as agents of the Government of the 
United States, for the construction? 

Now, if these roads are taken possession of by the Government, 
let them never pay off anything except the original bonds, and let 


every railroad in the United States that desires make reasonable 
traffic arrangements to run their trains over the track, just as 
they run their boats up and down the great Mississippi River. 
When that is done, Mr. Chairman, let the Government char; 
what is necessary to pay the running = only, with a sm 
precautionary sinking fund, and we 1 get a cheaper rate of 
transportation than we get now and aratealike to all of the people. 

Now, there has never been any competition over this line, and 
I want to say that in this hearing before the Senate another com- 
bination has been shown. Mr. Huntington owns these great rail- 
roads and steamship line, and his com pony and others contracted 
with the Pacifie Mail Steamship Line and bought every particle 
of room in those vessels, that there might be no competition 
between land and water transportation. I here append their 
agreement: 


cific 8 e Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rai mpany; the 
Atlantic and Pacific Rail Company; the California Cen Railway Com- 
pany; the California Southern Railroad Company; the Burlington and Mis- 
souri River lroad Company; the Denver and Rio Grande way Com- 


Na tion Com 7 
ay Company; the Texas an Praf Railway Com: 
‘oad C Son . e T 
0 om ; the 
Railway; Denver, Texas and Fort Worth Railroad, and 
the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway Company, which association 
is now represented by James Smith, its chairman, party of the first pa and 
the Pacific Mail Steamship Oom 7 a corporation created by and existin, 
under the laws of the State of New York, party of the second part, made an 
entered into this Ist day of October, 1889, witnesseth: 
First. That the said party of the first in consideration of the under- 
gsand agreements of the said si ip company hereinafter contained, 
undertakes, promises, and agrees to and with said steamship company to 
rantee, and does hereby guarantee, that the earnings u roug! 
ght and passengers between New York and San Francisco to rovid 
to said steamship company by said party of the first part shall be $75,000 per 
month. All the gross earnings of said steamers 8 8 
between New Vork and San cisco each way shall go to and belong an 
be payabis to said party of the first part or credited upon its said guaranty 
to said steamship company. 
Second. In consideration of said gaaranty of sald party of the first part, 


Kansas and Ne 


wiss its own cost and expense, 

York for Aspinwall not more than 

r month, and not more than three nor less than two steamers con- 

necting therewith from Panama to San cisco, and from the port of San 

Francisco for Panama not more than three nor less than two through steam- 

ers por month, and not more than three nor less than two steamers con- 

necting therewith from Aspinwall to New York, and that said 5 
com) rmit said ty of the first part to fix the rates at which 

t between New York and San Francisco and all ngers 

rted by the vessels of the steamship company from the pork 

of New York to the port of San Francisco and from the port of San Fran- 

cisco to the port of New York, and will furnish room on each of said steamers 
— 5 8 transportati 

ers, for the tr on 

cisco and from San Francisco to New York all and only such passengers 

fixed by said party of the 

600 tons of 2,000 1 

each, in case it runs two steamers per month, and 400 tons, in case it runs 


ers 


the deficiency of excess of said 
upon any one steamer may be added to or taken from, as the case may be, 

cargo of any other vessel sailing in same direction within the same calen- 
dar month, the intent being that the steamship company shall carry monthly 


an average of 600 tons per vessel in case two steamers per month are run, or 
a monthly average of tons per vessel in case three s ers per month 
are run. 


All above steamers to be first class and equal to those now maintained, and 
in case of the loss of a steamer or its withdrawal for any cause, the Pacific 
Mail Steamship Company shall as soon as le asteamer of equal 
capacity and rating. In the event of failure on the part of said taaah 
company to furnish pr and adequate facilities for the transportation of 
+ least 1,200 tons of freight each way per month, at the rate of at least 400 

— per vessel, then the guaranty herein provided for shall be reduced pro 
rata. 

The steamship company is to bear and all the expenses and charges of 
every kind of oie such 5 and freight from New 
York to San Francisco and from Francisco to New York, including all 
charges and expenses of every kind in the ports of New York and San m- 
cisco, and all supplies of passengers with food and sleeping accommodation, 
them proper accommodation according to class, and to continue to use 
all efforts to obtain first-class and other rs as heretofore. 

8 age a agents 

rough bu pan 

between New York and San Francisco each way, and that no through freight 
ngers shall be taken except at prices to be fixed by the party of the 
it bene said control shall bo 

hrough the established agencies of said steamship company. If 
steamship company shall have room or capacity for more than 600 
tons, in the event of its running twosteamers per month each way, orfor more 
than 400 tons, in the event of i Sages frais steamers per month each way, 
of through freight on any steamer, and the party of the first desire 
to fill it, the gaty of the first part shall be at liberty to do so at rates 
fixed jointly by duly authorized representatives of the parties hereto, the 
pad of the first part to have one half of the freights on such excess and the 


p 8 other half. 
Fourth. The Pacific Mail Steamship Company shall render to the party of 
the first part an account or statement of the transactions for through busi- 


by its the 
pa to be hereto annexed, attested by its secre’ 
e; 


ness of each month on or before the 10th day of the succeeding month, show- 
ing the amount claimed to be due from the Hain of the first sA under this 
agreement, and on or before the 30th day of the succeeding month the chair- 
man of the party of the first part shall draw his draft in favor of the Pacific 
Mail naps A * pew pon each of the railroad companies constituting 
the party of the firs t for the portion payne b it t to said steamship 
company on account of the egate amoun vable by the party of the 
first part to the said stea: p company acco: to the fo ing provi- 
sions hereof. The portions of such te amount payable from ene to 
time by the respective companies fo the party of The first part shall be 
such as has been or may be fixed or prescribed among themselves; and each 
of the said companies forming the party of the first part shall eee 1 


own portion of such aggregate amount, but none of such companies 
3 for the portion payable by the others or any other of such companies. 


‘ovided, Deverthaless, that in the event of default in payment by any one 
or more of the companies constituting the party of the Bret part ot ite pro- 
pornon norom 8 for, it wer ge be op onal — the y 75 8eCO! 

T rmina: agreement on giving ten s’ notice to the party o 
De 8 — pars 2 h 1 5 és 7. 

e party o e first part, or any other companies constituting the same. 
may, A any time, on demand, examine the Tonis and accounts of the said 
steamship company for the murpose of obtaining full details as to freight 
and gers transported by said steamship . . under this agree- 
ment, and verifying the accounts and statements of the BERN company. 

Fifth, It is mutually understood and agreed that this contract shall be 
deemed to have commenced on the Ist day of October, 1880. and to include 
the earnings from through business on steamers sailing on and after that 
date, and as toeach and all of the . — provisions shall continue in force 
thereafter until ninety days after written notice of the intention to termi- 
nate the same shall have been given by either party to the other, with this 
exception, that if the exclusive contract between the said s p com- 
pany and the Panama Railroad Company, so far asit refers to the business 
of t — . compan: DOTAN en Francisco and New Yor is rokan 
or chan any or if any other com (pin, tne or vesse 
shall be established een the waters of the Atlantic and 
shall affect th 


either overland or via the Isthmus of Pa 
usiness concerning which this agreement is made, then the said party o 


nama, that 
as it may elect. 
Sixth. In 


rd to the freight and passengers received by the steamshi 
company at for trans 
understood 


1 rtation to Euro vis Panama, it f 
that the class business co be taken and tha rates to be charged 
shall be the subject of conference and mutual agreement between 
Francisco agenoy of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company and the San 
. the y of the first part, tothe end that the inter- 

ests of parties may be y protected. 
In witness whereof the party of the first part has subscribed its name hereto 
chairman, said steamship oie — has caused its corporate 

bo 


thereon 
the San 


and its name to be signed 
reto Py its president, the day and year first above written. 
(SEAL. 5 JAMES SMITH, 
Chairman Transcontinental Association. 
GEORGE J. GOULD, 
Abe President Pacific Mail Steamship Company. 


Jos. HELLEN, Secretary pro tem. 


When these companies bought all the ship capacity of the Pacific 
Mail Steamship line, they had a monopoly and put the tariff at 
1 what they desired, by land and by water. I want to say to our 

tern friends they have but little idea of what the people of the 
ling West have stood and what they have to stand from the 
great Eastern corporations that come up and a peal to you for 
rotection. You have but little idea of the combinations and the 
estruction that has stripped that country through the monopoly 
of railroads. I have seen in my own State, through the combina- 
tions of railroads, between two days, coal oil go from 55 cents to 
afew cents per gallon, and not an oil well at Florence, Colo., 
could operate a pump until the owners to pump just so 
many barrels an it at such prices and within such range of 
territory as the Standard Oil trust determined; and it has stood 
that way for twenty years. We have seen manufacturing enter- 
rises strangled one after another through railroad combinations, 
rimination, and rebates. 

I want to say to you my friends here that when you talk of put- 
ting another mortgage on the road you simply put another burden 
upon the shoulders of the people of the West. When yousay you 
will assume a mortgage that is on the branch lines of the road, 
amounting to millions of dollars, and add it to the present debts 


of the 8 , to be paid before our debt, you simply say to the 
peona of the Pacific you must pay that additional sum in 
eight rates. We should not be burdened with any further debt. 


Great changes are taking place in railroad sentiment in this 
country because of their fostering the great trusts. It is conclu- 
sively shown by Mr, Larrabee, by Mr. Lloyd, by Mr. Brooks 
Adams, Mr. Stickney, and other noted economic writers that there 
must be a radical change in railroads, else the interior of the coun- 

where there is no competition will be strip and impover- 
ished and there will be a plethory of people in the cities at com- 
petitive points. They have reached the irresistible conclusion 
that there can be no competition between railroads where combi- 
nation is possible, 

Mr. Stickney declares, as a lifelong railroad man, that while 
a railroad can deal with one great concern by giving it a draw- 
back, and thereby secure the business, it is not going to deal with 
the smaller concerns. 

Mr. Lloyd says the trusts, syndicates, and combinations are 
always made with the railroads behind them, ‘They hold back 
the riches of earth, sea, and sky from their fellows, who famish 
and freeze in the dark. They declare that there is too much light 
and warmthandfood. They assert the right for their private profit 


1897. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


599 


to regulate the consumption by the people of the necessaries of 
life and to control production, not by the needs of humanity, but 
by the desires ot a few for dividends. The coal syndicates think 
there is too much coal. There is too much iron, too much lumber, 
too much flour for this or that syndicate. The majority have 
never been able to buy enough of anything, but the minority have 
too much of eve ing to sell, Liberty produces wealth, and 
wealth destroys liberty.” 

Mr. Stickney, manager of the Great Western Railroad Company, 
said a short time ago, before the Interstate Commerce Committee: 


You charge the Kansas and Nebraska farmer 13 cents to haul his grain 200 
miles. You charge the grain dealer 6 cents to haul that same pan miles 
to Chi I tell you, gentlemen, it is that kind of business that is making 
out of the farmers west of the Missouri River. 

A newspaper adds: 

Now, one never hears any complaint about the office mane ope selling 
postage stamps to the rich corporations for less t! the farmer is asked, or 
of the New York 3 a lower rate of postage on its edition of many 
tons a day over the small coun weekly with an issue of 25 pounds. 

A few days ago there was a hearing in this city before the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission. The railroad people pleaded for a 
suspension of the long and short haul clause in the interstate-com- 
merce law between Denver and the Pacific Coast. Two Colorado 
gentlemen took part in opposition of the suspension. I notice in 
one of my home papers, upon their return, that one of them re- 
ceived this notice from ashipper: 

That Dave Day is not the only person in southern Colorado who kicks 
against being robbed by railroad Corporations is attested nafton simple fig- 
ures and just twenty-five words sent this office on 1 from Rohde 
Konig, butchers, of Rico. The memoranda on one of their monthly state- 
ments are in figures and words as follows: 


shee / A E R 
Neiehk io. 3 

Net received for 77 sheep pelts . 
ee — were shipped to Henry Cadwell, Montrose, Colo. What do you 

Well, Saamen. we thinka d—n thief had considerable todo with the mak- 
ing out of the freight schedule, and that the thief, thus far, has the eternal 
cinch on the suckers. 

The distance these pelts were shipped was 77 miles only. 

These things are the products of private ownership. These are 
the things our friends so much admire; but the final verdict of the 
people will be that rather than be owned by the railroad compa- 
nies they will peter to own and manage theirown transportation, 

Mr. POWERS. I yield now the balance of the hour to the 
gentleman from Iowa Ra HEPBURN]. $ : 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Iowa is recognized for 
fifty-seven minutes, À 

. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that it would 
be well if we could strip this discussion of a good deal of the extra- 
neous matter and a great many of the improper considerations that 
have occupied the attention of gentlemen. Weare not discussing 
a question of benefit to this man or that manor theother. Itisa 

lain, open, business proposition of how the Government of the 
United tates, finding itself a creditor, dealing in a large amount, 
with a bankrupt debtor—what course shall be pursued to secure 
some portion of that which is due to the Government. I con- 
fess at the outstart, Mr. Chairman, that Iam not satisfied with 
the bill now pending before the committee. It is not such a one 
as I would prefer to have presented; but I believe it is the best 
proposition that is attainable. I would be glad if these debtors of 
ours could be compelled to pay every cent they owe to the United 
States, and do it quickly. I am not, like some gentlemen who are 
opposing this bill, in that condition of mind that I would suffer 
. disappointment in case the debtors were able to pay all that 

ey owe. 

Mr. Chairman, in order to show to some extent the animus of 
some of the gentlemen who have argued against this bill, who are 
opposing this method of settlement, who have opposed every 
method of settlement, and will oppose all propositions looking to 
an adjustment that will leave these roads in the hands of the cor- 
poration owners, I want to call attention to a frank and candid 
statement made by a great newspaper that has been already men- 
tioned in the course of this debate. One of the characteristics of 
that great paper is its frankness. It states without hesitation, 
without disguise, the actual proposition that it advocates. Let 
me read briefly: 

Mr. POWERS. What paper is it? 

Mr. HEPBURN. I read from the Examiner, of San Francisco, 
of Friday morning, January 3, 1896, the leading article on the 
editorial page. Commenting upon an article on this subject in 
another paper, this editor says: 

Our 3 has put the cart before the horse. The people of this 
Coast are interested in the collection of the debt chiefly asa means of forein 
the roads into the hands of the Government. If the hope of Governmen 
ownership were eliminated, they would take very little . in the ar- 
rangements that might be made for the recovery of the money lent. Their 

terest in that point is precisely the same as thatof every pert a section of 


in’ 
the Union. As taxpayers, the poppis of California are no more directly con- 
cerned in the settlement of the debt than the people of Maine. The thing 


California, while 
be made a lever to 


that roused a flame of eg: Ba ar 3 por a 
e de 


Maine remained cool, was the 


pry 8 the fetters that bound Coast under the rule of an arrogant and 
ori corporation. 


r. Huntington should pay his debts in full and keep his road we could 
not legally object, but the ple of this Coast would be bitterly disappointed. 
If there should be a fo: osure sale and he should bid in the property for 
half the amount of his obligations the disappointment would be greater yet. 
We should have neither emancipation nor money. The only satisfacto: 
outcome would be foreclosure, followed by purchase on Government accoun 
and operation for the public benefit. t is what the 200,000 signers of 
the Examiner's petition demanded. The whole scheme hangs together and 
can not be segregated. To prevent foreclosure from being an even greater 
sacrifice of the public interests than funding would be, it must 8 
with a provision for Government purchase. Without that provision, fore- 
closure would be simply another name for the gift of the roads to Hunting- 
ton, free of incumbrance. 

Mr. Chairman, that discloses the animus of much of the opposi- 
tion that this bill has encountered, and especially from members 
from California. Perhaps it is not necessary that Ishould remind 
gentlemen who were in the last Congress of the bitter assault that 
was mage apon the proposition then presented from the Commit- 
tee on Pacific Railroads. Yet that proposition was, in all of its 
substance, precisely like that which was made here yesterday by 
the 5 from Texas [Mr. BELL], and which received the 
plaudits of these gentlemen from California; but I undertake to 
say that if that proposition was the one pending, if that was the 
measure before us here looking to securing the debt of the United 
States, every one of those acclaiming gentlemen of yesterday 
would be heard in the same bitter hosti y to it that they mani- 
fested two years ago, and that they manifest to-day against the 
bill of the committee, They do not want any settlement that 
does not look to the ownership of this road by the Governmen 
and its operation as a great highway upon which the owners o 
trains can compete with each other. They propose that we shall 
inaugurate the new but not untried riment of Government 
ownership and operation of railroads. We have had experiences 
in that line. No less than seven of the States of this Union have, 
at different times, tried the burdensome and costly experiment, 
and in every instance the result has been loss to the public, dis- 
satisfaction on the part of the shippers, and emancipation from 
the business at great loss to the State. 

The gentleman from Colorado [Mr. BELL] tells us of the admira- 
ble manner in which this experiment is resulting in some of the 
European countries. I say that it has never been a success in any 
country as compared with proper management, or with the ayer- 
age management, of railways in the United States. In every in- 
stance it has been more expensive and less satisfacto I have 
studied that phase of this question. I have read of the experi- 
ments that have been e, and, save in the two countries the 
gentleman names, it has been the effort of every nation in Europe 
to divorce itselffr om railroad business, and wherever the gov- 
ernments have been able to do that, they have done it. The ex- 
periment generally has been a failure. In Belgium, with a dense 
population, with short roads having an immense traffic, the Gov- 
ernment has been enabled to run its roads without loss, and there 
are two roads in Hun of which the same may be said; but, 
with those exceptions, neither the gentleman from Colorado nor 
any other gentleman in this House can point to a single instance 
where satisfactory results have been secured. 

r. BELL of Colorado. How about France? 

Mr. HEPBURN. France has abandoned the experiment in a 
great majority of instances, though there are still two or three 
roads in which the Government participates in ownership and in 


operation. 
They tried it only in sparsely settled 


Mr. BELL of Colorado, 
portions of the country. 

Mr. HEPBURN. At one time the Government either owned or 
operated nearly all of the roads in France, but they have aban- 
doned it, or are abandoning it as rapidly as they can. 

Mr. Chairman, there has been much of misstatement with re- 
gard to alleged propositions which have been laid before the Com- 
mittee on the Pacific Railroads. I do not mean tosay that any of 
these misstatements are willful, but I do say that they misrepre- 
sent the actual facts. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HUB- 
BARD] declared that very much better propositions had been made 
to the committee than the one it has reported to the House, and 
there was something of a sneer in what 1 5 said to the effect that 
the committee, abandoning those that were better, had selected the 
worst of all that had been brought to its attention. I deny it. 
The gentleman spoke of the ‘‘better” proposition made by Mr. 
Pierce. That proposition was that the Union Pacific road should 
be authorized to place a mortgage of $100,000,000 upon the prop- 
erty, with which they would remove the now prior lien. 

Of that one hundred millions of bonds the Government was to 
accept thirty-five millions. Its lien, mind you, not superior, but 
only equal to that of the other bondholders—in amount, $65,000,000. 
Then, for the balance of its debt, it was to accept stock or a 2 per 
cent bond, secured by a second mortgage. That was the so-called 


Pierce proposition. The gentleman from Missouri made his fig- 
ures upon that as though each year there would certainly bea 


payment, as though the interest on the whole would be met, and 


as though the Government would be taking norisk in ecg e 
in this m where there would be $65,000,000 of „at 
equal to its own, which it might be compelled to advance in order 
to protect its own; and he assumes that is a better proposition 
than that of the bill. Again, the gentleman referred to what he 
called the Hubbard 2 ition. What was that? It was that 
the principal of the debt of the Government should be paid at 
once; the of the debt to be extended and paid with a 2 per 
cent income bond. That is, the bond would be paid if the com- 
pany had the income. But, sir, the ity of the company 
making this proposition ed upon its ability to ex- 
tend its mortgage so as to enable them to borrow the money 
which would be paid to the Government. 

How could we do that? Where is the authority? This Hubbard 

position was not made authoritatively. It was not made by 

e Central Pacific Company. It was the idea of a single man 
who represented an estate that held some of the securities of one 
of the Central Pacific roads. No authoritative proposition of 
that kind has been made, and no man has the authority to say 
that itis within the limit of possibility. Yet the gentleman from 
Missouri, without that ingenuousness that ought to have charac- 
terized him, discussed this as a feasible business proposition, and 
censured the committee for peeping 4 the proposition they had 
advocated rather than the other. thought this course was 


scarcely fair, and I would: have been atly astonished if it had 
tements that the gentle- 


not been for some other 3 

man made. He told us that the tral Pacific Railroad had 
made a clear net profit in the buil of its road of $52,000,000, 
and the Union Pacific a profit of $44,000,000 out of construction. 

Mr. Chairman, the entire resources of the Central Pacific road 
were $27,000,000 in subsidy bonds and $27,000,000 in first-mortgage 
bonds. Remember, gentlemen, that those bonds were curre: 
bonds. Gentlemen talk of the bountiful lar, of the Uni 
States in g the act of 1862 and the act of 1864. The act of 
1862 provided for the subsidies and largely the land grant that sub- 
sequently came to the road; yet for more than two years those 
companies were absolutely powerless to move, We were in the 
midst of a great war. Within days after the pamare of the 
second act the notes of the United States were sold in the market 
for 38 cents on the dollar. The Government did not give to these 
corporations dollars; it gave to them all it had; it gave them 
FVV -W 

nder the ac e pro com es a 
tempted to raise money. 8 at that time eee the 
gigantic character of this enterprise; and in addition to the land 

ants, in addition to the subsi it authorized a stock subscri 
ion of $100,000,000. It was believed that the land ts and the 
subsidies and the stock would all be needed to build these roads. 

-Gentlemen will remember the differing conditions now and 
then—the difference in the cost of construction now and then. 
Now 12 5 those Sor voni be 157 7 8 with 
our knowledge of the geography and topography t country. 
All men know now that the road is feasible: then the fact was 
known only to the explorers and the few people who had crossed 
the thousands of miles of wilderness between the settlements apon 
the Mississippi River and the Pacific coast. Men could nobe 
induced to engage in the enterprise. The law required that the 
stock books of the Popy De opened in all the principal cities 
of the United States for subscriptions. It ted the amount 
of stock that each single individual might take to inconsiderable 
sums. Yet with all the efforts that were made—the president of 
that provisional company was an honored citizen of my own 
State—we knew what was going on—we in Iowa were as much 
interested in this enterprise as any one of you people—we observed 
with solicitude and constant watchfulness what was being done— 
we were compelled to note that the money of this country would 
not flow into this questionable en rise. 

Then came the act of 1864. those two years, be it re- 
membered, no progress of any kind had been made; not a pound 
of iron had been secured—not a spike, not a spade had yet gone 
into the earth. Then Con extended the land grant and 
authorized the issuance of bonds in amounts equal to the sub- 
sidies, which were to have the preference over the Government's 
mort; Yet, with that wonderful stimulus, it was a year and 
a before any operations were begun on this side; and they 
were very meager ones in the valley of the Sacramento River, upon 
the other coast. Less than 20 had been built there—none 
at all here—up to the fall of 1865. After the close of the war the 
bonds had somewhat appreciated and were sold, the first ones at 
a loss of 80 cents on every dollar to the ation. 

Now, I want to call the attention of the gentleman to the seri- 
ous error he made. The total amount of the receipts of the Cen- 


tral Pacific road from the sale of bonds at 70 cents—a few of them 
were sold at a higher price—was $39,200,000. Remember that in 
construction the land-grant mo 

ber that there was scarcely a d 


was not available. Remem- 
of stock available, gentle- 


7JCCCCCCTCVT0CC sag 1633 upon this 
tion of the committee, makes the beer eee 
e ee ee „200,000 the Central Pacific Company, 
ravenous and ra; ms corporation, managed to gobble - 

000,000. In the case of the Union Pacific road the pat available 
for its construction from sale of bonds at 70 cents was $46,200,000, 
and it realized $44,000,000 of profit. It is by such statements as 
these that this question has been beclouded. 

I do not know whether money was made out of this enterprise, 
I presume it was. I am not here to defend or to those 
men who were engaged early in the enterprise. I know me 
that if they made money out of this en , it was because o 
the rise in the securities that they receiv When they received 
the stock of those roads, it was valueless; no dividends had been 
paid, nor were any dividends made for years afterwards. What- 
ever there was of value in the stock came from the successful 
building of the road and the successful management afterwards, 
I only refer to this because I think gentlemen, whether their pro 
sitions are true or not, t not to bring them here as sa 
weights against the proposition of the committee. 

I am advised of fact, that among all of the men connected 
with the Union Pacific road during its inceptive and constructive 
) od there is not, sofar asmy knowledge any one man to-day 
ving who owns one of the securities of ys —that is to say, 
one of the security holders—who is trying to effect this arrange- 
ment. These men who are the present holders, at least of the 
Union Pacific securities, are not the men at whom these gentlemen 


have been leveling their lances. Those men have passed off the 
stage of life long, long ago. These men are, in large numbers, the 
foreign bondholders of the road, and are re to save something 
for themselves; not the first-mo e bon ders alone, but also 
some of the third-m bondholders, and to some extent the 
stockholders, who the fact that under a foreclosure all 
is lost to them, 


Mr. Chairman, I desire this committee to look the facts that 
confront us squarely in the face. These two companies owe the 
United States, after appropriating every available dollar in their 
respective funds, something more than $100,000,000. This 
debt is secured a second m on abont 2,200 miles of 
trunk railroad, but the m oes not cover any of the ter- 
minals in Omaha, Kansas City, Denver, or San Francisco. Prior 
to the mortgage of the United States on these same miles of rail- 
road there is a first ca ei to secure bonds amounting. 
with interest, to about $64,000,000. It is the opinion of the most 
8 experts that the mo 2, 200 miles of railroad is 
wi but little more than $64,000,000. 
the Government can 
foreclosure of its secon: 
secured 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there are three propositions, three courses 


pose that the Secretary of the > dh alone at ot the 
oads to m 


ness to the Government of these roads several millions of dollars, 
perhapsasmuchastwenty millions. Wewillstillhaveadebt, how- 
ever, of $41,000,000 of principal and nearly $70,000,000 of accrued 
interest. We will have to pay off the first-m bonds, 
There are $61 ,000,000—with interest $64,000,000—therefore, that the 
Government must advance before it can have any title to the road. 
After the Government has title to the road, the great bulk of its 
indebtedness is still unpaid, because the roads are not worth one- 
half of its debt and the first-m bonds. 

Now, this is the actual situation: If the Government were to bid 
the amount of the first-mortgage bonds and the subsidy bonds, 
over $100,000,000 for the two roads, there would still be that great 
mass of interest that has been accumulating on $61,000,000 since 
1868—more than $70,000,000. Do we want to do that? We are 
bound to be the loser. The property we will take will not be 
worth these twosums. It has been suggested by every man who 
has 1 N with anything like authority on this subject, save one 
and he at one time agreed with all the balance—that these roads 
would not sell to-day for the amount of the first-mortgage bonds, 
I believe that they could be duplicated to-day for a sum equal to 
that amount. I have no doubt, in fact, about it. I have talked 
with many experts in railway construction, and I think it is the 
opinion of all men that these roads—that is, that portion of the 
roads on which the Government has a lien—could now be built 


1897. 


28 a mile. I know there are many enterprising men in 
the United States who would be glad to take the contract at that 


sum. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if we would bid this colossal sum of which 
I have spoken, we should have a railroad on our hands worth at 
oe mee Calg reer weg eae mpc 

Mr. LACEY. Does that include the rolling stock and other 


e 
. HEPBURN. I think so, sir. 

If true, we are losing the whole of the debt. It is all wiped out, 
because I assume that the Government would want to dispose of 
its railroad in some way. I do not be that we 8 5 
to enter upon an experiment in rai operation. y, Mr. 
C , just think what that would mean. 8 this—the 

chase of these roads at the foreclosure sale—to be that enter- 
Bg wedge that will find full lodgment in the policies of the United 
States Government. It must mean that beyond the officers and 
employees now ing the Government the must be extended 
to the enormous number of 900,000 men beyond the number that 
find their names upon the Blue Book—and 150,000 names are found 
upon the Blue Book at the present time—for all of the employees 
and servants of railroad companies in the United States will be- 
come officers of the Government when it takes upon itself the 
ownership and operation of all the railroads, and there are 900,000 
ms now employed by the railroads in the United States. 
There are prophets of the future who have told us that the t 
peril to our institutions lies in the fact of the great number of offi- 
cers we have—150,000—giving added interest to the quadrennial 
elections; that this is a constant menace and aconstant = As 
an adjunct to this control of railroads we must have the ograph. 
There are 100,000 more officers to be added. In other words, we 
are to extend the Blue Book to six and one-half times its present 
limit. Are we ready for that? Do gentlemen want to do that? 
And yet that is what is involved in this proposition of Govern- 
ment ownership and Government control of railroads. 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Mr. Chairman ; 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Iowa yield to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin? è 

Mr. HEPBURN. For what purpose? 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. For the purpose of asking a ques- 
tion. I understand you to say that—— z 
er HEPBURN. Well, will the gentleman come to his ques- 

on 

Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin. Do you assert that this question 
of Government ownership of these railroads in the United States 
is td in the foreclosure of the Government lien on these 

Mr. HEPBURN. I do not. Idid not say so. If the gentleman 
had paid me the Sree to listen at the proper time, he would 
have known that A d not say that. 


Pe COOPER of Wisconsin. Will you answer one more ques- 
on 

Mr. HEPBURN. Oh, I should prefer not to be interrupted. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman declines to yield. 

Mr.HEPBURN. Askthegentlemanfrom Colorado . BELL), 
does he believe that this is the entering wedge? he not 
believe that it will be followed on and; on and on, no matter at 
what expense, until every mile of railway in the United States is 
under the control and operation of the United States Govern- 
ment? Look at every platform, repeated over and over again as 


the years go by. If there is any one thing above all others that 
that somewhat whimsical Populist party is addicted to, itis to this 
ition of railway ownership by the Government. Each year 


tc 8, in part, the fundamental and eternal” principles 
that underlie its organization, but never this. It is always con- 
sistent in insisting that railway ownership and operation by the 
Government are essential to the happiness and prosperity of the 


American le. Ownership and operation by the Government 
of the Pacific roads is what en from California desire. 
It is because of that desire they fight the ding bill. It is for 


such ownership that the Examiner article that I read contends. 

Ido not believe that we are ready to go into that experiment. 
And yet, whatever the Populist party may mean, we know that 
the gentlemen from California mean that; for here, without dis- 
guise, they tell us that the payment of the debt, the doing of all 
that the Government is interested in, the complete wiping out of 
the relation of creditor and debtor between these corporations 
and the United States—that if that could be accomplished by lay- 
ing down the money in the Treasury, the people of Calif 
Would suffer the bitterest disappointment.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I believe that this proposition of foreclos- 
ure under the law as it now exists simply means the total loss of 
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delinquent interest, amounts to about $64 000,000, or nearly 
that we shall have to pay before we have the title. Then 
comet the question, If we do not desire to continue the owner - 


Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman allow me to sisk him a 

uestion of fact right there? Do I understand him to say that if 
e is no legislation under existing law, with foreclosure, the 
Government would have to pay off, without any further legisla- 
tion, sa ,000,000 of the first lien? 

Mr. BURN. I am not positive that the Secretary of the 
Treasury could pay that off wi t legislation. I am not pre- 
pared to say whe! these payments could be made to that ex- 
tent. The sinking fund, however, could certainly be used for that 


p ý 
.POWERS. The act of e ‘gong sinned e the Sec- 
of the Treasury shall pay it off. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Then it would have to be paid. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Then it would have to be paid. I thank the 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Powrrs]. 

Mr. CANNON. Then I understand the money goes out of the 
Treasury to redeem from the first m e. Now, another ques- 
tion. The road is to be sold under that act of 1887. Am I correct 
about that? 

Mr. POWERS. Under the act of 1887. 

Mr. CANNON, For what it will bring? 

Mr. POWERS. The process of foreclosure in the Federal courts 
always results in a sale. That is the proper Federal procedure. 

Mr. CANNON. To sell for what it will bring. 

a POWERS. To sell for what it will bring, to the highest 
er. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, has the gentleman any information that 
if that decree were entered stan fl d this sale advertised, the 
road would bring any more than $64,000,000 that the Govern- 
ment would have to advance, or less? 

Mr. HEPBURN. All the information that we have is to the 
effect that the roads could not sell for more than the subsid 
cigs Only „ eer aR He a . my knowl- 

„any con , and he sai e same ina 
formal report that he made to the President. Afterwards he 
changed opinion, and thought perhaps it would sell for 50 per 
cent of the principal, in addition to the amount of the first-mort- 
gage bonds. But that was simply a conjecture. He did not 
assume to have any information upon the subject. 

Now, gentlemen, that is the situation. We would then, instead 
of having a loss of our debt, have a new expenditure by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States amounting to nearly $64,000,000, 
and we would have no compensation for and no justification 
of our act to our co: Now the Government invested 
in the roads more than $100,000,000. Then it would have invested 
in the roads more than 8104, 000, 000. We would have a railroad 
without terminals on our hands, that we could build or replace 
sad less than the money—this $64,000,000—that we would have to 

vance. 

Now, that is a business tion, and that is the one that 
stares the members of this House in the face now. Gentlemen say 
that they think that the railroad companies, the corporations, 
ought to do ing better than this; that we ought to have a 
i ta eek Oiearioah 6 

e ongress in a proposi e companies 
said they could not 3 with its terms, but some of the Com- 
mittee on Pacific Roads then believed they could. It provided 
that the subsidy bonds should be paid off, and that we would ex- 
tend the interest for a series of years at 3 per cent. 

3 1 Will DDES ap pker t 
him, it provi that the mortgage shou! pai 5 
not the subsidy bonds. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Now, you will notice how these gentlemen 
assailed that sap ging They insisted then that that was not 
a security. ain gon it removed ev that lay above the 
lien of the United States; ae. superior to it; and we would 
have a first lien upon every mile of the aided roads. They told 
us that that was not sufficient security. And these gentlemen 
that are now opposing this measure attacked that with the same 
vehemence that they do the present proposition. Then they were 

j to deny the ulterior or underlying purposes that animate 
them, namely, the especial benefits that would inure to the State 
of California. Those gentlemen complained of the burdens that 
they were under. They groaned under the exactions that Mr. 
ee pe and other persons controlling the Central Pacific road 
imposed upon them; and yet here is a great city, the wealthiest 
city of its population. possibly, within the limits of the United 
States. Do you believe that if the exactions were so burdensome, 
if the burdens were so great, those men of enterprise and intelli- 
gence, of colossal wealth, would lay under them from year to year 
and submit to the lash, be prod with the goad, and simply 
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content themselves with whimpering to Congress? Not a bit of 
it. They would parallel the Cen Pacific road and have com- 
petition in their traffic. : 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman yield to me? I desire to 
ask the gentleman from Iowa if it did not appear before the com- 
mittee that the freight rates and the passenger rates of the State 
of California were to-day, under the load of this octopus, lower 
than they are in New England? 

Mr. MORSE. I know that is so from personal knowledge of 
shipment of freight to San Francisco, 

r. HEPBURN. I believe that is so. 

Mr. POWERS. Did it not appear that the regulation of the 
freight rates in the State of Calif ornia is under a board of railroad 
commissioners elected by the people of that State? 

Mr. HEPBURN. That appeared. There is no question abont 


that. 

Mr. LACEY. Will my colleague yield for a correction of a 
statement made by the gentleman from Vermont as to the com- 
pulsory payment ofthe debt? I find on an examination of the stat- 
ute it is optional with the President to order the payment. 

Mr. PBURN. Very well. Undoubtedl e President of 
the United States would do that. He certainly would not seize 
upon this property and hold it, relying upon the fact that the 
owners of the first-mortgage bonds could not sue the United 
States, had no compon process against the United States, and 
no power to compel them to do right and justice. I take it that 
he would make that payment just as certainly as though the 
statutes said he should do that. 

Mr. Chairman, we have one other proposition, and that is to do 
nothing. We could sit . we could instruct the Secre- 
tary to do nothing in this behalf, and allow the first-mor bond- 
holders to proceed. Who would probably be the bidders? Cer- 
tainly it would be those persons who havean interest other than that 
of the mere shippers. oarethose? Those she who hold the 
securities of the railroad—the first-mortgage dholders. They 
would be the active ones who would move in this enterprise, and if 
the present company were content to stand out of the way and let 
them have the roads they would probably take them by securing 
that lien, which would give them title. We are confident, how- 
ever, that no bidder would appear who would offer the amount of 
the principal of the Government debt and the first- mo bonds. 
Remember that those aggregate now $126,000,000, less the sum that 
isin the sinking fund, something like $20,000,000. sar aggregate 
at least $106,000,000, but the Government would probably apply the 
sinking fund to the payment of the interest, in which case the two 
debts—without interest—would be more than $126,000,000. 

Now, is it probable that any bidder can be found within the 
length and breadth of the United States or elsewhere who would 
pay $126,000,000 for these roads, more than $50,000 a mile, when 
there are men standing ready to-day to duplicate the roads for 
half that sum per mile? Gentlemen seem to think that there is 
nothing in the fact that we do not own or have a lien upon the 
terminals. I presume that some kind ofan arrangement could be 
made. I recognize the fact that in some instances the terminals 
are not of great advantage without connection with the Union or 
the Central Pacific road, but there are certain other cases where 
3 in the business of the terminals would not be a mat- 

of trifling importance. At all events, the 3 to use them 
could only result from purchase, and the fact of the necessity of 
paying for that right would, to that extent, diminish the value of 
the roads to the purchaser under foreclosure proceedings. So 
that it is a matter of importance from any point of view. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, as I have said, for my part this proposi- 
tion is not just what I would desire. I undertake to say that no 
member of the committee is entirely satisfied with it. e would 
have been better pleased if we could have secured larger annual 
payments and shorter time, but we present it to you as the best 
and most feasible settlement that we believe to be attainable. We 
have no hope of anything better, and from the estimate I have 
been able to make of the probable earnings of these roads, that is 
all that can be got from them, and that a demand for larger sums 
would simply mean continued and renewed periods of bankruptcy, 
when ‘‘the roads would be operated, to their great advantage,” 
according to my friend from Colorado Mr. SHAFROTH], by a re- 
ceiver. According to my friend’s theory, a corporation is always 
better off the nearer it approaches to absolute poverty and bank- 
2 When it becomes utterly unable to meet its obligations 
and falls into the hands of a receiver, an officer of the United 
States, presto, it is at once rejuvenated, its condition is immedi- 
ately bettered, and the results—he did not say the results to the 
stockholders and bondholders, however—are immensely improved. 
[Laughter.] What a boon the gentleman's advice will be to all 
struggling corporations in this country, the officers of some of 
which are lying awake nights in fear of the losses and the igno- 
minies that will result from the strong hand of the United States 
being placed upon their properties and those properties being op- 
erated without their experience, their aid, their consent. 

I admit, Mr. Chairman, that we do not get by this bill that per- 


fect security which I wish wecould get; but this proposition gives 
us better security than we have now. I have no hesitation in 
affirming that we increase the security, even in the case of the 
Union Pacific Company, and we largely increase the security in 
the case of the Central Pacific, notwithstanding the fact that in 
both instances we authorize an increase in the first mortgage. 
Gentlemen belittle the security that is to be given to the Govern- 
ment in the cooperation of the Southern Pacific Railroad Com- 
py in the paymentof the debt of the Central. Inthe first place, 
. Chairman, there is the donation of $2,500,000 belonging tothe 
Southern Pacific road, which comes in as a first payment. That 
certainly seems to indicate good faith. That is the rst step to be 
taken. Then we have the guaranty of the Southern Pacific Com- 
pany. I do not know just what it is worth, but I know that Poor 
says, in his last Railroad Manual, that the assets of the company 
are worth $189,000,000, and it seems to me that the indorsement 
of that kind of a guarantor is worth something. I do not know 
what value the Southern Pacific Company sets upon its lease of 
the Central, but I suppose they reg itas valuable. I assume 
that they desire its continuation. I assume that they know or 
believe that it will be lost if they should fail in their guaranty, 
and I believe that no other condition than that of impossibility 
will prevent the antag all the obligations of that guaranty. 

Now, gentlemen, this House can of course refuse to accept this 
measure. WecanturnthequestionovertoanotherCongress. We 
can have another hearing. e can gather more literature on this 
subject. The gentleman from Missouri . HUBBARD] complains 
that there were not facts enough brought out for him. Why, Mr. 
Chairman, there are volumes of facts bearing upon this subject 
that would have answered every question that seems to agitate 
the gentleman’s mind he seen fit to examine and investigate 
them. The gentleman seems to think, however, that testimony 
which is not adduced before himself fails to convince, and he has 
refused to look to the erimay heretofore given, setting forth 
facts no more pertinent when they were narrated than they are 
now. The gentleman claims that there are no proofs such as 
would operate on his mind. [Applause.] 

Here the hammer fell.] 
he CHAIRMAN. The hour of 5 o’clock having arrived, the 
committee will rise. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. PAYNE, from the Committee of the 
Whole, reported that they had had under consideration House 
bill No. 8189 and had come to no resolution thereon. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED, 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills were 
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

A bill (S. 3035) granting a ion to Mrs. Elizabeth Gnash— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. 2338) for the relief of Joshua Bishop—to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

A bill (S. 811) to provide a district attorney and a marshal for 
the western judicial district of the State of South Carolina—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill (S. 470) granting to the State of Washi n certain 
lands therein situated for the purpose of a fish hatchery—to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to ask permission of the 
House that the session be extended until he can present one or 
two messages from the President of the United States. Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none. 


SLAUGHTER OF CATTLE, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message of 
the President of the United States; which was read, and, with the 
accompanying documents, referred to the Committee on Agricul- 
ture, and ordered to be printed: 

To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith, in response to the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of May 8, 1800, requesting information as to what had been done 
88 Department of State to carry out the provision in the act of March 2, 
1895, making appropriations for the Department of a es ato for the year 
1896, as to negotiations with Great Britain to secure the abrogation or modi- 
fication of the ations req the slaughter of cattle from the United 
States at the port of entry, a report from the Secretary of State, with accom- 


DROME HE GROVER CLEVELAND. 
VE MANSION, 
Washington, January 8, 1897. 
OFFICIAL FORCE OF STATE DEPARTMENT, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message of 
the President of the United States; which was read, and, with the 
accompanying documents, referred to the Committee on Reform 
in the Civil Service, and ordered to be printed: 

To the House of Representatives; 
I transmit herewith the report of the Secretary of State in response to the 


resolution of the House of Representatives of June 5 5 ‘or informa- 
es made in the force of Department since the 


tion concerning the chang: 
4th day of March, 1893. 


1897. 


This report has been in my hands since the 9th day of December, 1896, and 
Pe transmission to the . of Representatives been delayed by my 


vertence. 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, January 8, 1897. 


The SPEAKER (at 5 o'clock and 4 minutes p. m.). In accord- 
ance with the rule of the House, the House now stands in recess 
until 8 o'clock this evening for the pension session, when the gen- 
tleman from New York, Mr. PAYNE, will please act as 8 er. 


EVENING SESSION. 
The recess having expired, the House at 8 o’clock P; m. re- 


sumed its session and was called to order by Mr. PAYNE as 
Speaker pro tempore. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER pro tempére. The Clerk will report clause 2 of 
Rule XXVI. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The House shall on each Friday at 5 o'clock 


. take a recess until 
o'clock, at which evening session private pension 


bills for the remo 


of political disabilities, and bills removing c of desertion only shall be 
ee . said eve session not to extend beyond 10 o'clock and 80 
u 


Mr. THOMAS. I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole House for the consideration of business on 
the Private Calendar under Rule XXVI. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ERDMAN. The point of order is that the special order 
under which the House is now sonnig 5 for the discussion 
at this time of the Pacific Railroad’ bill under the five-minute 
rule, and does not permit our going into Committee of the Whole 
for pension business, as indicated in the motion of the gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. Toomas]. I will read the special rule: 

That the said bill—the Pacific Railroad funding bill—shall be considered 
under the rules governing neral debate du the said day and the day 
following until the hour of 5 o'clock p. m., at which time general debate 
shall close, and then said bill shall be open toamendment and consideration 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. Will the gentleman read a 
little further? 

Mr. ERDMAN (continuing the reading)— 
under the five-minute rule until 5 p. m. the following day, at which time the 


committee shall rise, etc. 

Now, that was the ial order which abrogated the standing 
order of business making Friday private bill day. I have an 
amendment which I propose to offer to the Pacific Railroad bill. 
That business is in order now, not the consideration of pension 
business. There was no reservation anywhere in the special order 
saying that this evening should be devoted to pensions. The spe- 
cial rule abrogates the general rule; and therefore the motion of 
the gentleman from Michigan is not in order. 

Mr. LACEY. I suggest that the point of the tleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. ERDMAN], even if it were well taken, comes 
too late. At 5 o'clock this rnoon the question arose as to the 
recess under the general rules of the House until 8 o’clock for the 
consideration of private pension business. The House took that 
recess. If the objection that the 2 now urges was good, 
it should have been made at that time. It is too late to make the 
point after the Honse has taken the recess and has reconvened 
under the rule, because the House has already conclusively acted 
upon the matter. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I will ask the gentleman how the point of 
order could have been raised at that time? 

Mr. LACEY. Just as you raise it now. 

Mr. ERDMAN. No, sir; this is raised on a motion. 

Mr. LACEY. When the Speaker made his announcement, the 
gentleman could have suggested that the recess could not be taken 
under the general rule, because that rule had been suspended by 
the 5 under which the House was acting. That was 
the time to make the point, if at all. It is too late now. 

Mr. THOMAS. If anything could be assumed from the special 
order with respect to the Pacific Railroad bill, the fact that the 
time for the gloei or general debate was fixed at 5 o'clock to- day 
with a provision that amendments should then be offered unti 
5 o'clock to-morrow, would justify the assumption that the special 
order was not intended to override the session of this evening 
under Rule XXVI, which has been read by the Clerk, With that 
suggestion, I am willing to leave the question for the decision of 
the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Whethers the 55 5 order 
adopted by the House is in conflict with clause 2 of Rule XXVI may 
be a question; but in the opinion of the Chair the point of order, 
if good, should have been raised at 5 o’clock. The House could 


not be declared in recess by the Speaker from 5 o'clock until8 except 
When that announcement was 
any member to raise 
ad then, if ever; 


under clause 2 of Rule VI. 
made by the Speaker, it was in the power of 
the point of order; and it should have been 
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because, had not the House been declared in recess until this time 
by the Speaker under the rule, it would have continued in session 
until a motion to adjourn or to take a recess had been made. The 
Speaker having determined at that time that clause 2 of Rule XX VI 
was in operation with respect to this evening's business, a point 
of order now comes too late. The Chair therefore overrules the 
point of order made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I respectfully appeal from the 
ruling of the Chair. : 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania appeals; and the question is, Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House? 

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr. 
ERDMAN) there were—ayes 56, noes 1. 

Mr. ERDMAN. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evidently no 

Mr. THOMAS. I move a call of the House. 

A call of the House was ordered. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, when the following members 
failed to answer to their names: 


quorum is present, 


Abbott, Dinsmore, Little, Russell, Conn. 
Acheson, Dockery, Li Russell, Ga. 
Adams, Dolliver, Long, Sauerhering, 
Aitken, Lt ra Lorimer, vers. 
Aldrich, W. F. Ellett, Loud, Scranton, 
Alen. diss. Neger 14, — — 5 Shatsoth, 
en, 2gera re, rot 
Anderson, Fletcher, Setoa. on, 
Apsley, Foote, McCall, Mass. Shaw, 
Arnold, R. L Foss, McCall, Tenn. Shuford, 
Atwood, Fowler, McClure, Simpkins, 
Avery, ble. McCormick. nner, 
Ba ; Gillet, N. Y. McCreary, Ky. mith, Mich. 
ey, Gillett, Mass. McEwan, Snover, 
Baker, Md. oodwyn, MeLaurin, Sorg 
Bankh raff, Sou hwick, 
Bar Griffin, Rae. 85 a 
ais Griswold, eiklejohn, Spencer, 
Barrett, Grosvenor, ercer, Stahle, 
Bartlett, N. Y. Grout, Meredit Stallings, 
h, Grow, Meyer, Steele, 
Belknap, Hadley, Miles, Stewart, N. J. 
II. Tex. Hall, Miller, Kans. tokes, 
nnett, Halterman, Milliken, Stone, C. W. 
Borry. ly, Stone, W. A. 
Bingham, Harmer, Miner, N. Y. Strait. 
Black. Harris. Minor, Wis. Strowd, N. OC. 
Boatner, Harrison, Mitchell, ulloway, 
Boutelle, n, Mondell, zer. 
rewster, Heat wole. Money, Swanson, 
romwell, Heiner, Pa. Moody, Talbert, 
Brosius, Hemenway, Morse, Tawney, 
Brown, Henderson, Moses, Tayler, 
Brumm, Henry, Conn. Murphy, erry, 
Buck, Hepburn, Murray, Thorp, 
Bull, Hicks, Newlands, Towne, 
Cannon, Hil N. well, 
Catchings, Hitt, Northway, Tucker, 
Chicke: iz Hop! Odell, Turner, Ga. 
Clark, Iowa, Howe, Ogden, Turner, Va. 
Clarke, Ala, Hub A Otey, Van Horn. 
Cobb, Huff, Overstreet, Van Voorhis, 
rell, Hulick, Owens, Wadsworth, 
Coffin, Huling, Parker, Walker, Mass, 
Colson, Hunter, Patterson, Walker, Va. 
Cooper, Fla. Hutcheson, Pearson, 
Cooper, Tex. Hyde, Pendleton, Watson, Ind. 
Cooper, Wis. eee Cal. er Watson, Ohio, 
Corliss, ohnson, Ind. Phillips, e 
Cousins, Johnson, N Pickler, Wheeler, 
Cowen, Jones, Pitney, ite, 
Crowley, Joy, Powers, Williams, 
mp, Kem, Price, illis, 
Culberson, Kerr, Prince, Wilson, Idaho 
Cummin; Kleberg, Quigg, Wilson, N. Y, 
rtis. ulp, y. Wilson, 
Dalzell, wson, Reyburn, x 
Danford, fever, Richardson, Woodman, 
yton, 3 dt Robertson, La. Woomer, 
De Armond, ter, Robinson, Pa. Wright. 
Dingley, Lewis, usk, 


Pleat Spa ia members subsequently reported “present” under 
e rule: 

Mr. CHICKERING, Mr. DINSMORE, Mr. DR Armonp, Mr. Gii- 
LET of New York, Mr. Puen, Mr. SNover, Mr. SPARKMAN, Mr. 
Sore, Mr. TATE, and Mr. WILSON of New York. 

During the call the 9 proceedings took place: 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I think it is evident that we will 
not be able to get a quorum to-night within the time that this 
session can continue under the rule. I therefore move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Te e was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 19, 
noes 39. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleague, Mr. LES- 
TER, be excused from attendance to-night on account of sickness, 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr. BROSIUS, is absent on account of illness, and Lask that 
he be excused. 

There was no objection. 
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The SPEAKER pro wopo: One hundred and twelve mem- 
y the 


„5 roll call. 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolution I send to the 


desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the t-at-Arms take into custody and to the 
— of, 2 such of its members as are now absent without leave 
o; . 

The question was taken on the adoption of the resolution; and on 
a division there were —ayes 55, noes 32. 

So the motion was — to. 

‘ae SHERMAN. . Speaker, I move that the House do now 
ourn. 

92750 question was taken; and on a division there were —ayes 33, 
noes 50. 

So the motion was rejected. 

Mr. HENDRICK. . Speaker, I desire to ask unanimous con- 
sent to put upon its p at this time a bill to pension a blind 
woman, the widow of a soldier. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No quorum being present, the 
Chair can not entertain the gentleman’s request. 

Mr. HENDRICK. I thought the Chair had announced the pres- 


ence of aquorum. [Laughter.] 
Mr. SHERMAN, Ut in order, I will move to take a recess until 


12 o'clock to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That motion would not be in 
ee mors that farther pacing 

1 . r. Speaker, I move t rp 

under the call be dispensed with. 

ig question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 45, 
noes 48. 

So the motion was rejected. 
; Mr. HOOKER and Mr. BOWERS moved that the House ad- 

ourn. 

The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 89, 
noes 52. 

So the motion was rejected. 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary iry. 
I want to know if it would be in order to submit a few remar 
on the general perversity and cussedness of human nature in gen- 
eral and of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ERDMAN) in 


particular? 5 
The SP. R pro pore. The Chair thinks that in the 
judgment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Harpy] that is 


not in order, and the Chair is of the same opinion. [Laughter.] 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move that further proceedings 
under the call be dispensed with. 

Thequestion was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced 
that the noes appeared to have it. 

On a division (demanded by Mr. Cooke of Illinois and Mr, 
Tonus), there were—ayes 40, noes 52. 

Mr. THOMAS. I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were refused, 34 members, not a sufficient number, vot- 
ing in favor thereof. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I understood a parliamen inquiry 
was submitted to the Chair a few moments ago, and we have not 
yet heard the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair announced that the 

roposition of the gentlemen from Indiana was not in order, and 

d been so decided. 
ae THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 

journ. 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 46, noes 47. 

Mr. THOMAS. Tellers, Mr. Speaker. 

Tellers were ordered; and the Speaker pro tempore appointed 
Mr. THomas and Mr, ERDMAN. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 52, noes 47. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD and Mr. MAHANY demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The 1 was taken; and there were—yeas 47, nays 72, not 
voting 236; as follows: 


YEAS—47. 

Arnold, Pa. Denn Hu Me Dearmon, 
Baker, Kans. Doolin Hurley, Payne, 

oe Erd. Kao Steph 

man. x, 0 

3 Evans, Kyle. Stewart, Wis. 
Calderhead, Gardner, Lacey, Strong, 
Clark, Mo. 5 50 1 Tate, 
Cooke, III. Hainer, Nebr. Linton, Thomas, 

y Hart, Treloar, 

Towa Henry, Ind. McCleary, Minn. ler, 
Curtis, N. X. Hooker, McClellan, Yoakum. 
ell, Dulloch, 
NAYS—7?2. 
T Bl Clardy, Arm 
‘race eee tee pee 
Trews, rre mnolly, 

prea Gone Ne ((( 

0 urton, 0 X Y,- 

Col ckering, Crowther, Fairchild, 


Faris, Kirkpatrick, Southard. 
Fenton, Latimer, gien, 8 5 
Gibson Prince, 
Gillet, N. Y. Etz Pagh, Strode, Nebr 
Hardy, Leonard, Raney, Taft, 
Hatch, Low, Reeves, Tracey, 
Hendrick, Mahany, Rinaker, Updegreff, 
Hermann, Martin, Royse, anger, 
M Warner, 
Howard, Miller, W. Va. Smith, Il. Wilson, N. Y. 
Kendall, Mozley, Snover, Wilson, Ohio 
Kiefer, Neill, Sorg, ood. 
NOT VOTING—26. 
Abbott, Dockery, Little, Robinson, Pa. 
eson, Dolliver, Livingston, Rusk, 
a Long, Russell, Conn. 
itken, le * Russell, Ga. 
Ar e ee Be 
c 1. tage 1 vers, 
en, Miss, Fle a Maddox, Scranton, 
A psl F i Shatroth, 
psley, on, 
Arnold, R. I. Fowler, MeCall, Mass. Shaw, 
twood, Gamble McCall, Tenn. Shuford, 
Avery, Gillett, Mass. McC! pking, 
Bailey, Graff, , Ky. 
Baker, Md. Griffin, Megan Southwick, 
Bankh Griswold, McLaurin, Spalding, 
Barham, Grosvenor, McMillin, Spencer, 
— A] Grout, Rae Stahle, 
Grow, Meiklejohn, Stallings, 
Bartlett, N. Y. Hadley, Mercer, Steele, 
Beach, Hali, Meredith, Stewart, N.J. 
Belknap, . Halterman, Moor, Stokes, 
Bell, Tex. Hanly, Stone, C. W. 
Bennett, Harmer; Miller, Kans. Stone, W. A. 
Berry, Harris, Milliken, Strait, 
Bing Harrison, Milnes, Strowd, N. C. 
Hartman, Miner, N. Y. Sulloway, 
Boatner, Heatwole, Minor, Sulzer, 
Boutelle, Heiner, Pa. Swanson, 
Hemenway, Mondell, Talbert, 
Bromwell, Henderson, Money, Tawney, 
Brosius, Henry, Conn. Moody, Tayler, 
Brown, burn, Morse, Terry, 
Hicks, Moses, Thorp, 
Buck, Murphy, ‘Towne, 
Bull, Hitt, Murray, Tracewell, 
Ca Hopkins, New Tucker, 
Catchings, Howe, Noonan, Turner, Ga. 
Clark, Iowa Hubbard, Northway, ‘a. 
Clarke, uff, Odell, — 5 
Cobb, en, an Voor 
Cockrell Huling, fyg Wadsworth, 
Coffin, unter, Overstreet, Walker, Mass. 
Colson, u Owens, Walker. Va. 
Cooper, Fla. Hyde, Parker, Washington, 
Cooper, Tex. J Watson, Ind. 
, Wis. Johnson, Pearson, Watson, Ohio 
Cor! Johnson, N. Dak. Pendleton, Wellington, 
Jones, Perkins, er, 
Cowen, E. White, 
Crowley, z Wilber, 
Crump, 1 8 Wilhams, 
Culberson, Kleberg. Powers, aS, 1 
Daisell, 22 — 
Lefever, y. Woodard, 
Danford, burn, 
Dayton, Lester, Woomer, 
Dingley, Lewis, Robertson, Wright. 
So the House refused to ađjourn. 


The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. THOMAS. If it is not out of order, I wish to inquire if the 
warrants for the arrest of absent members are in the hands of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms? 

8 ro tempore. The Chair is informed that they are, 


Mr. FAIRC D. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary in- 
uiry. 

> The SPEAKER tem . The gentleman will state it. 
oe FAIRCHILD, I should like to know what 3 

ve been taken e Sergeant-at-Arms in of the reso- 
Intion that was by this House. hres 

The rot tae pro tempore. The Sergeant-at-Arms has not yet 
repor i 


r. FAIRCHILD. Well, then, I rise to another parliamentary 
inquiry, and that is, What proceedings can we take to ascertain 
what proceedings have been taken by the Sergeant-at-Arms under 


the resolution? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks that is hardly a 
parliamentary inquiry. e Chair will state, for the information 
of the tleman from New York [Mr. FarrRcHILD], that it took 
some time for the Clerk to copy the names, to make out the war- 
rants, and they have not been in the hands of theSergeant-at-Arms 
for a great length of time, and thatis probably the reason why no 
report has been made. 

. FAIRCHILD. One more question. Have the warrants 
been ey by the Speaker yet? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The warrants have been signed 


by the 8 
Mr. BOWERS. If I may be permitted at this time 
The SPEAKER pro tem There is no question before the 


I pore. 
House, and the gentleman would not be in order, 


1897. 
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Mr. POVERO: 3 consent „ 
ment. Cries ‘Io j n and Regular order * . 

Mr. HARD I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the consideration of private pension bills 
on the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER protempore. That motion is not in order. 

Mr. THOMAS. That motion is pending. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to suspend all further proceedings 
othe be on tak dthe tem anced 

e question was taken; an Speaker pro anno 
that the noes seemed to have it. a 

Mr. JENKINS. Division! 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 36, noes 50. 

So the motion was rej a 

Mr. BO I move, Mr. Speaker, that the House do now 

urn. 


e question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced 
that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. BOWERS. Division, Mr. Speaker. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 46, noes 52. 

Mr. JENKINS. IL ask for a vote by tellers, 

The question was taken on ordering tellers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Twenty-nine gentlemen have 
arisen—not a sufficient number; tellers are refused. The noes 
have it, and the motion is rejected. 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I ask for leave of absence on 
account of sickness. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Wisconsin 
asks that he be excused from further attendance on account of 
sickness. Is there objection? 

Several MEMBERS. I object. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, many members have been coming 
in since the order for the call of the House. Has a record been 
kept so as to know the number now present? 

SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is informed from the 
Clerk’s desk that 118 members are present. ; 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, it would seem to me the number 
resent is greater than that. There may possibly be an error, and 
am inclined to insist that there is a quorum. 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I move that all further proceed- 
ings under the call be dis with. 

e question was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced 
that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. JENKINS. Division! 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 46, noes 50. 

Mr. McCULLOCH. The yeas and nays, Mr. Speaker. 

The 8 was taken on ene the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tem Twelve gentlemen have risen— 
not a sufficient number; the yeas and nays arerefused. Thenoes 
have it, and the motion is rejected. 

Mr. LACEY. I move that we take a recess until twenty-nine 
minutes after 10 o’clock. p 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That motion is not in order. 

Mr. LACEY. en I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Thequestion was taken; and the Speaker pro tempore announced 
that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. LACEY. Division! = 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 49, noes 48. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. The yeas and nays! 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 52, nays 61, not 
voting 242; as follows: 


YEAS—82. 
Andrews, Curtis, Iowa H McC 
Arnold, Pa. See Hurley > 223 
Baker, Kans, Dooli enkins. Lachlan, 
Bartholdt, Eddy, Kiefer, Otzen, 
Bartlett, Ga Ellis, Knox, Parker. 
ishop, Erdman, Kyle, Payne, 
Wers, Gardner, 8 
Broderick, er, Latimer, Sherman, 
er, Nebr. 5 Strong. 
Clark. Mo. Hart, Linton, Tate, 
Cooke, III. Heny a 5 1 e xi 
Crisp. erma cCleary, Minn. egraff, 
Growth, = M Wilson, Ohio. 
NAYS—6L 
T. H. Dovener, Leighty, Snover, 
tah irchild, aes Sorg 
Baker, N. H. Faris. Low, Southard, 
Bell, Colo Fenton, y. Spar 
Blue. Gibson Martin. Sperry, 
ell, Gillet, N. Y. Miller. W. va. Strode, Nebr, 
Burton, Ohio Hatch: Neil Thomas 
Chickering, Hendrick, Poole, . 
Clardy, Hicks, Prince, Wanger, 
Goan 7 Howard, 7 i Wiles I. 
nolly, 0 ey; A 
— How: ef Wood. 
De Wit S Kirkpatrick, vse, | 
ore, Smith, III. 


NOT VOTING—2#2. 
Abbott, ‘ley, Livingston, Sauerhering, 
Acheson, A Long, Sayers, 
Adams, Dolliver, Lorimer, Seranton, 
Aitken, Draper, Loud, Settle, 
Aldrich, II. Ellett, Loudenslager, 
Aldrich, W. N Evans. ox, Shaw. 
n, Miss, Fischer, Shuford, 
Fi Sim; 
Apsley, Fletcher, r, 
Arnold. R. I. Foote, McCall, Tenn. Smith, Mich. 
tw — Se McC wick, 
Avery, Fowler, McC ick. 8 
Babeock, Gamble. McC „Ky. 5 
Bailey, Gillett, Mass. McEwan, 8 e, 
Baker, Md. Goodwyn, McLaurin, 8 
Bankhead, Graff, McMillin, Steele, 
Barham, Griffin, McRae, Step 
Barney, Meiklejohn, Stewart, N. J. 
Barrett, Grosvenor, Mercer, Stewart, Wis. 
Bartlett, N.Y. Grout, Meredith, Stokes, 
Grow, Meyer, Stone, C. W. 
Belknap, Hadley. Miles, Stone, W. A. 
Bell, Tex. Hall, Miller, Kans, Strait, 
Bennett, Halterman, M Strowd, N.C. 
2 Hanly. Milnes, Sulloway, 
Harmer, Miner, N. Y. Sulzer. 

a Harris, s Swanson, 
Boatner, Harrison, Mitchell, Talbert, 
Boutelle, Hartman, Mondell, Tawney, 
Brewster, Heatwole, Money, Tayler, 
Bromwell, Heiner, Pa. oody, ; 
Brosius, Hemenway, orse, Thorp, 
Brown, Henderson, ones, ‘Towne, 
Brumm, Henry, Conn. Murphy, 

Buck, Hepburn, Murray, Tucker, 
Bull. Hilborn. Newlan Turner, Ga. 
Cannon, Hitt, 00) Turner, Va. 
Catchings, Hopkins, Northway, ler, 

Clark, Iowa owe, II. Van Horn, 
Clarke, Ala. Hubbard, Van Voorhis, 
Cobb, Huff. A ‘adsworth, 
Cockrell, Hulick, Overstreet, alkor, 
Coffin, uling, Owens, Walker, Va. 
Colson, Hunter, Patterson, Washington, 
Cook, Wis. 3 — wee —.— 
Cooper, ie, eton, atson, 
Cooper, Tex. EA aaa i Wellin 
Cooper, Wis. Johnson, Ind. Phillips, Wheeler, 
Corli Johnson, N. Dak. Pickler, White, 
Cousins, Jones, itney, * Wilber, 
Cowen, Joy, Powers, Williams, 
Cox. Kem, Price, Willis, 
Crowley, Kerr, Quigg, Wilson, Idaho 
Cramp, Kleberg, . ilson, S. C. 
Culberson, Kulp, Reyburn, oodard, 
Cummings, Lawson, Richardson Woodman, 
Cartis, Kans. Lefever, Robertson, La. Woomer, 
Curtis. N. Y. Leisen binson, 3 
Dalzell, Lester, Rusk, Y 

Danford. Lewis, Russell, Conn. 

Dayton, Little, Russell, Ga. 

Mr. THOMAS (at the end of the call). Mr. S. , I ask 
unanimous consent to interrupt the roll call for the purpose of 
offering a resolution. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The roll call has been completed, 


but the vote has not yet been announced. 
Mr. THOMAS. I wish to offer the resolution before the vote is 
announced. 


The SPEAKER tempore. It is not in order until after the 
announcement of the vote. 

Mr. THOMAS. Not by unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not by unanimous consent. 
There is not a quorum t. On this question the yeas are 52 
ani 8 nays are 61. e nays have it, and the motion toadjourn 
is lost. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolution which I 
send to the desk. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 
277 TTT. 

ouse w any, 
deputies, in = —— members. i 
tempore. The Chair thinks the motion is 
suggest that the inquiry be made directly of 
nt-at-Arms. 

Mr. THOMAS. I have offered the resolution in good faith, for 
the purpose of ascertaining how efficient the officers of the House 
are, as nearly two hours have elapsed since this call Š 

Mr. WANGER. Mr. „I move to amend the resolution 
by out pene and inserting ‘‘Sergeant-at-Arms.” 

Mr. THOMAS. I do not accept that amendment, Mr. Speaker 
for the reason that I suppose the Sergeant-at-Arms is now engaged 
in the active discharge of his duty under the order of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Clerk will report the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


Strike out the word “ m N 
ogu — 8 . Resolved, 
Mr. TRACEY. I move to amend the amendment by inserting, 


after the word report,“ the word immediately.“ 
The amendment was adopted. 


to the 
or his 
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Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. S. er, I move to amend 
by striking out the word ‘‘ requested and inserting ‘ directed.” 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. BAKER of 
New Hampshire, the Speaker pro tempore declared that the ayes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. CHICKERING. I ask for a division. 

On a division the amendment was adopted—ayes 45, noes 4. 

The resolution as amended was adopted in this form: 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to report immediately fe 
the House what progress, if any, has been made by him or his deputies 
arresting absent members. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms, accompanied by three members, appeared 
at the bar of the House and reported as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, the Sergeant-at-Arms begs leave to report that, 
in compliance with the order of the House, sundry warrants have 
been issued for the arrest of absent members. Some of them are 
now in process of execution, and in the meantime the Sergeant-at- 
Arms has the honor to report the presence of Mr. STALLINGS, Mr. 
WOODARD, and Mr. KLEBERG, who have been arrested by order 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. STALLINGS, you have been 
absent from the sitting of the House withoutleave. Whatexcuse 
have you to offer? 

Mr, STALLINGS. I have not been well for some time, Mr. 
Speaker, and therefore I did not come out to-night. 

5 Mr. Speaker, I move that the gentleman be 
excused. 


The motion was agreed to—ayes 75, noes 0; and Mr. STALLINGS 
was excused. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. WOODARD, you have been 
absent from the House during its session without leave. What 
excuse have 8 to offer? 

Mr. WOODARD. I regret to say, Mr. Speaker, that I have 
not so good an excuse as that of the gentleman from Alabama. 
Indeed, I haye none. I did not suppose that my presence would 
be needed this evening, but I came as soon as I learned that there 
was no quorum. _ 

pe HULL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the gentleman be ex- 
cused. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. BAKER of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary 
inquiry. Can the House excuse a member when it finds itself 
without a quorum? ` 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House has a right to do any- 
thing in the matter of procuring the attendance of a quorum, and 
this is a step in that direction. The gentleman is excused. 

Mr. KLEBERG, you have been absent from the House during its 
session. What excuse have you to offer? 

Mr. KLEBERG. I was behind with my correspondence on 
account of sickness, and I did not think my presence would be 
required this areni I have been present on every other occa- 
sion, and I hope the House will excuse me. 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, is debate in order? 
[Laughter.] RRRA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks it is. 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I do not rise to say any- 
thing in the way of levity, but to say that since, under the rules 
of the House, we have Friday night sessions for special business, 
it does seem to me that eyery member who has the interest of his 
constituents at heart ought to be present to aid in the transaction 
of the business of these sessions the same as at any other time 
during the sitting of Congress. Now, I know, Mr. Speaker——_ 

Mr. HICKS. I rise to a point of order, Mr. Speaker. What is 
the question pending before the House? : 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the motion to 
excuse the gentleman from Texas for his absence. 

Mr. SMITH of IIlinois. I know, Mr. Speaker, that there are 
many members who, during the eight years I have served in Con- 
gress, have never absented themselves during Friday night ses- 
sions and who never absent themselves during the day sessions of 
Congress. I consider attendance on the one just as important as 
the other. And sometimes I think that such a great y of Rep- 
resentatives of this country of ours ought to take into considera- 
tion the seriousness of all our legislative deliberations and of all 
the sessions of this House. I know that during the time I have 
served here there have been scores of members who have never 
been seen on this floor at Friday night sessions. Yet we havea 
Committee on Pensions, a Committee on Invalid Pensions, and a 
Committee on Military Affairs, the reports of which are all to be 
considered at our Friday night sessions. And I believe thatevery 
member ought to attend and assist in disposing of the business 
which those committees have presented to this House. 


No man on this floor, however, is more willing than myself to 
excuse any brother member for nonattendance, if he has a reason- 
able excuse. There is none of us who has not plenty of work; 
none of us who has not more work than any single member can 


do; none of us who does not need a clerk, and most of us need at 
least two, besides doing all the work we can ourselves. 

Ido not consider that matters of this character ought to be 
treated as schoolboys’ pranks in school. We ought to sit here as 
business men and attend to the business we are elected to attend 
to, and seriously consider the interests of our constituents in every 
matter pertaining to their welfare. 

I am more than willing that our colleague shall be excused to- 
night. I simply wanted to enter my protest against absenteeism 
from Friday night sessions by those who ought to be here assist- 
ing in performing the duties of this House. There are no ques- 
tions coming up for consideration of more vital importance to 
individuals than the bills that are brought up for consideration 
at Friday night sessions. They are bills to relieve those who are 
supposed to be e individuals whose cases are not covered 
by the general law, and who have not received and can not receive 
under the general law the relief which they seek. Weare not sup- 
posed to be here at our Friday night sessions as a body doling out 
charity. We are supposed to consider carefully cases not covered 
by the general law, and as men of intelligence, as men of patriot- 
ism, and as American citizens, to deal out justice to those who are 
entitled to it under such circumstances. [Applause.] 

Lam willing on any occasion to spend the time from 8 o’clock on 
Friday night of each week until past 10 in helping the old 
soldier who has sustained this country, made it what it is, carried 
his flag, the Stars and Stripes,” through the valleys, over the 
mountains and the hills, and who under the general law can not 
obtain the relief which he deserves. I am willing also to sit dur- 
ing the same time to aid his widow whose case is not covered by 
the general law, and his orphans who are in the same situation. 
[applauso] 

utduringtheeight years I have been here there have been many 
members who carried their muskets and marched under the flag, 
and who, session after session, have taken aetan in making long 
speeches for home consumption in favor of the old soldier—too 
many of such men I haye known have never been present on Fri- 
day nights to help an old soldier, his widow, or his orphan needing 
assistance. [Applause.] 

As I have said, I am willing to vote and shall vote to excuse our 
colleague to-night; but I do hope that during the remainder of 
this session Representatives on this floor, whether on the one side 
or the other of this House, will rise equal to the occasion and ex- 
hibit their patriotism, their love of country, their love for the old 
soldier—especially if they themselves have marched under the 
same flag—by being here to aid him when the services of a mem- 
ber of Congress are necessary. [Applause. ] 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, in support of the motion that I 
have made to excuse the gentleman from Texas, I wish to say that 
the excuse offered by him presents a case very natural to any of 
us; and I hope the motion will prevail. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr, Tuomas, it was 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Texas is 
excused. 
Mr. THOMAS. Ioffertheresolution which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as fgllows: 
Resolved, That the order directing the Sergeant-at-Arms to take into custody 


and bring to the bar absent members be e returnable to-morrow (Satur- 
day) morning, after the reading of the Journal. 


Mr. HICKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
Does not the pending pe order concerning the consideration 
= we Pacific Railr funding bill preclude any matter of this 

nd? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is of opinion that it 
would, and that the resolution of the gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. THomAas] is out of order. 

Mr. THOMAS. I should like to be heard on that question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will hear the gentle- 


man. 

Mr. THOMAS. I will modify my resolution by fixing Monday 
or Tuesday instead of to-morrow, if that will obviate the objection 
of the Speaker. 

Several MEMBERS. Do not modify the resolution. 

Mr. THOMAS. I read from the Manual, page 300: 

The House may, however, by resolution continue in force beyond an ad- 

ournment the order that the Secgountat Ares take into custody and bring 
the bar absent members, and may make such order returnable on a day 
subsequent to the day of adjournment. 


I ask the Chair whether the resolution which I present is not a 
matter of the highest privilege—above all other orders, even the 
special order under which the House has been acting? 

Mr. WANGER. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. THOMAS. I insist on the 8 resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr. WANGER] moves that the House do now adjourn, which 
motion takes precedence, 
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The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 12, 
noes 66, 

So the motion was rejected. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The Clerk will report the resolu- 
tion as modified by the gentleman from Michigan. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the order directing the Sergeant-at-Arms to take into cus- 


tody and bring to the bar absent members be made returnable on Tuesday 
morning next, after the reading of the Journal. 


Mr. GARDNER. I wish to submit for the consideration of the 
Chair that the Friday night session is held under a special order 
of the House, which prescribes that it shall consider certain busi- 
ness on the Private Calendar only; that because of that it has 
jurisdiction of no other matter, and has not the jurisdiction to 
prescribe or make a special order for the House at any other 
time. 

Mr. THOMAS. The sont eman is wrong in that, because we are 
not now in Committee of the Whole. The House is in session, and 
we are acting under an order for a call of the House. No business 
is in order under that call except that which pertains to it, and 
no motion except with reference to the call or a motion to ad- 
journ could be considered as in order now. The motion that I 

ve made has direct reference to the call of the House now pro- 


gressing. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read clause 2 of 
Rule XXVI. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The House shall on each Friday at 5 o'clock p. m. take a recess until 8 o'clock 
p. m., at which evening session private pension bills, bills for the removal of 
political disabilities, and bills for removing charges of desertion only shall be 
ar cep iti said evening session not to extend beyond 10 o'clock and 30 min- 
2 ; 


Mr. LACEY. I would like to suggest that the right of the 
House to have a quorum on Friday night is just as sacred as it is 
on Monday, or at any other time in the week; and the same power 
to secure and preserve a quorum on Friday night necessarily 
nheres in the House as well as at any other session which they 

old. 

Mr. GARDNER. That is a fact that nobody disputes. The 
Friday night session has the same power to take the same means 
to get a quorum as any other session of the House; but the pre- 
scribing of the return of the warrant as the special order of the 
House for some other time than the Friday night session is not 


necessarily a part of the power for poog a quorum, and doesnot |- 
at 


under the rule for the 
day night sessions. On the contrary, the resolution providing 
for the return of the warrants on Tuesday next is in direct con- 
flict with the attempt to get a quorum to-night. 

Mr. THOMAS. But the rule provides that the return can be 
put off to some other date, and this is the session of the House this 
evening just as well as it was this afternoon when the House was 
considering the other matter. 

Mr. GARDNER. But limited to a special order only. 

Mr. THOMAS. Not limited for this parpoge, 

Mr. WANGER. I suggest to the gentleman from Michigan 
that he address his remarks to the Chair, and not to the gentle- 
man from New Jersey. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is a point of order already 
pending. 

Mr. THOMAS. Let us have a ruling. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks the motion of 
the gentleman from Michigan is inorder. This is a proceeding to 
compel the attendance of members at this session of the House. 
It is the prerogative of the House, ghen the members are brought 
in, either to-excuse or to punish them as the House may see fit, 
and this resolution provides that the return of the warrants for 
the arrest of absent members shall be made at some future day to 
the House, namely, next eae 

The Chair thinks under the rule that the House has the power 
to compel a quorum at these Friday night sessions, and has the 
power also to provide for the return of the warrant at such time 
as it shall determine at this session. 

The question, therefore, is on the motion presented by the gen- 
tleman from Michigan, 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a 
parliamentary inquiry. What will be the effect if the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms should bring in other meinbers to-night? Will 
the adoption of this resolution discharge the Sergeant-at-Arms 
aon bringing in any person who might be arrested before we 
adjourn. 

Mr. GARDNER. Certainly. 

Mr. THOMAS, Certainly not. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. It seems to me that would be the result 
if the resolution were adopted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will decide that ques- 
‘tion when it comes up, if it ever arises. 


rtain to the power of the House 


The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 68, 
noes 11. 
Mr. CHICKERING. Yeas and nays, Mr. Speaker. 

The yeas and nays were refused, 10 members, not a sufficient 
number, voting in favor thereof. 

3 motion of Mr. THOMAS was agreed to. 


Mr. THO. 
adjourn. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I ask the gentleman to withdraw the 
motion for a moment. 

Mr. THOMAS. I withdraw it temporarily. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I have just received a telephone message 
from my colleague [Mr. Curtis]. He is absent on account of 
sickness in his family. I ask to have him excused. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Kansas 
[Mr. BRODERICK] asks that his colleague [Mr. CurTIS] be excused 
on account of sickness in his family. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BURTON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, Iam informed that my 
colleague [Mr. NortHway] is detained at home by serious illness 
in his family, and I ask that he be excused. 

The SP pro tempore. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Burton] asks that his 8 ar NorTHWAY] be exc on 
account of illness in his family. there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. LINNEY. 8 er, I am informed that my colleague 
[Mr. Strowp] is absent by reason of sickness. I move that he be 
exc 


The SPEAKER protempore. The gentleman from North Caro- 
lina asks that his colleague [Mr. Srrowp] be excused. Is there 


. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 


objection? 
There was no objection. , 
Mr. DOOLITT I ask that my colleague [Mr. HYDE] be 


excused on account of sickness. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Washing- 
ton [Mr. DOOLITTLE] asks that his colleague [Mr. HYDE] be 
excused on account of sickness. Is there objection? 

Mr. RANEY. I object. 

Several MEMBERS. Oh, no. 

Mr. RANEY. I withdraw the objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Missouri 
ees RANEY] withdraws his objection. Is there further objec- 

on? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker, my coll 0 pe How] is un- 
avoidably detained to-night on account of sickness in his family, 
I ask that he be excused. 

Mr. RANEY. I object. 

Mr. POOLE. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, I should like to know what effect 
this order will have on the Speaker of the House. I ask that he 
be excused. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Kansas 

. BLUE] asks that the Speaker of the House be excused. Is 
ere objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. PRINCE. ask that my colleague [Mr. HADLEY] be ex- 
cused, because he is at home sick, and has not been present at this 
session of CO for that reason. ; 

The SP. ER pro tempore. The gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. PRINCE] asks that his colleague Mr. HADLEY] be excused on 
account of sickness, he . absent on that account during 
this session of Congress. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. © 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. I move that the Sergeant-at-Arms be 
directed to make an additional report. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I call attention to the fact that 
es ag he. half parr Ie bas ites 

5 KER Š parliamentary inquiry, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. CHICKERING. ow does this leave the members of the 
House who will be arrested before to-morrow morning’s session 
and who will be brought here under arrest? They can not vote. 
The same will be true on Monday, because this warrant is not 
returnable until Tuesday, and in the meantime the members will 
be under arrest. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will say to the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. 3 that these questions will 
be decided By ot Chair when they shall come up. 

Mr. CHICKERING. Well, they will come up. 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Has my motion been reeognized? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Missouri 

. BARTHOLDT] moves that the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed 
report at once. The hour of 10 o’clock and 30 minutes havi 
arrived, the House stands adjourned until to-morrow at 12 o’cl 
noon, 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 

pene were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
‘ollows: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, re of examination and survey of 
the Mississippi River from St. Paul to the mouth of the Missouri 
River—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and ordered to 
be printed. 

A letter from the Secre of the Treasury, transmitting a re- 

rt as to the suitableness of a public reservation at the intersec- 

ion of Ohio and Louisiana avenues with Tenth and Twelfth 
streets, in the city of Washington, D. C., as a site for the pro 
hall of records—to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
n copy of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
Peter R. Andrews, administrator of Peter Andrews, deceased; 
T. E. Hendricks, administrator of Catherine E. Sumner, deceased, 
and James Watterson, against The United States—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Postmaster-General, transmitting a report of 
all contracts made for carrying the mails within the year; a report 
on land and water mails established; of allowances made to con- 
tractors, of curtailments of expenses, fines imposed, etc.—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting state- 
ments in reply to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of June 5, 1896, concerning employees of the Department—to the 
ea pi on Reform in the Civil Service, and ordered to be 
printed. 

A letter from the Attorney-General, transmitting a reply to the 
resolution of the House of resentatives of June 5, 1896, con- 
cerning employees and explaining the delay of the ae the 
Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, and ordered to be 
printed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. RAY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 2984) 
entitled “An act in relation to contempts of court,” reported the 
same with an amendment in the form of a substitute, accom- 
panied by a report (No. 2471); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
reraared | to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. GRIFFIN, from the Committee on Military Affairs: 
The bill (H. RER to correct the military record of Samuel 
Steinman, of e, Pa. 8 No. 2456.) 

By Mr. ANDREWS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

The bill (H. R. 9382) granting an increase of pension to John 
L. Sanders. (Report No, 2457. 

The bill (S. 2605) entitled An act 1 increase of pen- 
sion to James M. Simeral.“ (Report No. ) 

The bill (9: 240) entitled ‘‘An act granting a pension to Jackson 
( rt No. 2459.) 

Mr. of Kansas, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions: The bill (H. R. 9418) granting a pension to William 
Hoffner, of Junction City, Kans., late of Company B, Fifty-fifth 
Pennsylvania Infantry. (Report No. 2460.) : 

By Mr. CROWT. from the Co ttee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: The bill (S. 2481) entitled An act granting an increase of 
pension to Charles Edson.“ (Report No. 2461.) = 

By Mr. KIRKPATRICK, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: 

The bill (S. 1690) entitled An act granting a pension to Rich- 
erie bill CHL, R OBIS) grani 2 f to Cath: 

ill (H. R. ting an increase of pension a- 
rine Clifford., o. 2464. 

By Mr. PI „from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (S. 8152) entitled An act granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Ransom S. Angell, late private of Company G, First Regi- 
ment Wisconsin Cavalry.” (Report No. 2463.) ‘ 

By Mr. POOLE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 8785) granting a pension to Lowell H. Hopkinson. 
(Report No. 2465. f 

By Mr. SULLOW AY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (S. 3415) entitled An act granting a pension to Ella D. 


Cross.” (Report No. 2466. 
By Mr. N, from Committée on Military Affairs: The 


bili (H. R. 1841) authorizing the restoration of the name of | Babcock 


Thomas H. Carpenter, late captain, Seventeenth United States 


Infantry, to the rolls of the Army, and providing that he be placed 
on the list of retired officers. (Report No. 2467.) 

By Mr. SNOVER, from the Committee on Claims: The bill 
(H. R. 981) for the relief of William C. Dodge. (Report No. 2468.) 

By Mr. HUTCHESON, from the Committee on Claims: The 
2 ge 9475) for the relief of Calvin T. Hazelwood. (Report 

0. ; 

By Mr. BISHOP, from the Committee on Military Affairs: The 
bill (H. R. 8706) to correct the military record of Patrick Hanley, 
(Report No. 2470.) 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, committees were discharged from 
= consideration of the following bills; which were referred as 
‘ollows: 
The bill (H. R. 9798) for therelief of F. W. Thomas, postmaster at 


Dyersburg, Tenn. mmittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads 
discha: , and referred to the Committee on Claims. 
The (H. R. 9885) granting a pension to Clarence St. Clair— 


Committee on Pensions di 
on Invalid Pensions. 


and referred to the Committee 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
o mhe following titles were introduced and severally referred as 

ollows: 

By Mr. HURLEY: A bill (H. R. 9898) for the erection of an 
8 statue of Maj. Gen. Henry W. Slocum in the city of 

ashington, D. C.—to the Committee on the Library. 

By Mr. KEM: A bill (H. R. 9899) to restore medical freedom to 
the people of the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. FISCHER: A bill (H. R. 9900) donating two condemned 
cannon and cannon balls to Grand Army of the Republic, G. K. 
Warren Post, Department of New York, No. 286, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y.—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

S Mr. TRELOAR: A bill (H. R. 9901) to detach tha county of 
Audrain from the western district of Missouri and to attach the 
same to the eastern district of said State of Missouri—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: A bill (H. R. 9902) to regulate the sale of 
poisons in the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the Dis- 


-| trict of Columbia. 


By Mr. MAHON: A bill (H. R. 9903) to authorize the readjust- 
ment of the accounts of certain army officers—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. MAHANY: A joint resolution (H. Res. 229) authoriz- 
ing the Secretary of War to deliver a condemned cannon to the 
National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, to be 
held at Buffalo—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, pame bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BENNETT: A bill (H. R. 9904) removing charge of 
desertion from record of James Carolan—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9905) removing the charge of desertion from 
ve record of Conrad Schindler—to the Committee on Military 

‘airs. 

By Mr. BERRY: A bill (H. R. 9906) for relief of Charlotte H. 
Fenton—to the Committee o ar Claims. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9907) for the relief 
of Elenor W. Smith—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. CURTIS of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 9908) for the relief of 
Alanson D. Gaston—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. GIBSON: A bill (H. R. 9909) for relief of John C. Buck- 
ner, of Union County, Tenn.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HOWARD: A bill (H. R. 9910) for the relief of Lewis 
King, of Selma, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9911) for the relief of Richard Smith, of Dal- 
las 3 Ala. to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9912) for the relief of Mary Ann Jackson, of 
Selma, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9913) for the relief of A. S. Keener, of Blaine, 
Ala. to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SMITH of Illinois: A bill (H. R. 9914) for the relief of 
gene N. Elder, of Saline County, III.—to the Committee on 

ims. 

By Mr. SMITH of Michigan: A bill (H. R. 9915) granting a 

ion to Sarah F. Smith—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9916) granting a 8 to Catherine E. 

ensions. 5 


—to the Committee on Iny: 
By Mr. SOUTHARD: A bill (H. R. 9917) to grant an increase 
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ons. 

By Mr. PATTERSON: A bill G R. 9919) for the relief of Mrs. 

Genoa Finney, of Memphis, Tenn.—to the Committee on War 
ms. 

By Mr. PICKLER: A bill (H. R. 9920) to correct the military 

record of H. G. Dow—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


—— 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. FENTON: Petition of Frank Ehrman and 150 other 
citizens of Beaver, Ohio, praying for relief for Charles L. Bueh- 
ler—to the Committee on Claims. ey 

By Mr. FLETCHER: Resolution of the Minnesota Historical 
Soclety of Colonial Wars, in favor of a bill 1 the desecration 
of the American flag to the Committee on the Judiciary. : 

Also, resolutions of the Minneapolis Trades and Labor Council, 
in favor of Government postal savings banks—to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. GIBSON: Petition of Mrs, Isabella R. Boyd, of Knox- 
ville, Tenn., asking reference of her claim to the Court of Claims 
under the provisions of the act of March 3, 1883—to the Committee 
on War Claims $ 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Petition of the First Baptist Church of 
Vineland, N. J., asking the passage of a bill to raise the age of 

otection for girls to 18 years in the District of Columbia—to the 
223 on the Judiciary. 

Also, paper from Governor Claude Matthews, of Indianapolis, 
Ind., favoring the passage of House bill No. 8273—to the Com- 
mittee on Rules. 

By Mr. HILL: Resolution of the Bridgeport (Conn.) Board of 
Trade, favoring a permanent tariff commission—to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Also, resolution of the Board of Trade of Bridgeport, Conn., 
favoring a department of commerce and manufactures—to the 

mmittee on Manufactures. 

By Mr. KENDALL: Papers relating to the claim of James E. 
Hall—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. KIEFER: Resolution of the St. Paul Chamber of Com- 
merce, favoring a gold standard—to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. 

D Mr. LEISENRING: Petition of the Christian Endeavor 
Society and members of the Presbyterian church of Hazleton; Pa., 

raying for the protection of life and property in Armenia—to the 


ttee on raih Tara 
By Mr. MAGU : Protest of the board of supervisors of the 
dy A county of San Francisco, Cal.; also protest of citizens of 
, against re ng the c railr ebts— e 
' orni ainst refunding the Pacific railroad đebts—to thi 


airs. 
B r Greenvill bli 
Q sl to ag aba Nov at Cuba—to 


eign Affairs, 
OODY: Petition of John G. Whittier Association, No 
tive Association, favoring the recognition of 


By Mr. REYBURN: Sundry petitions of William G. Nebig and 
others, Chris. Halberstack and others, Pinon Friedman and others, 
of the Philadelphia Conference of Baptist Minis ters, praying 


to 1 cent Veal half ounce, and bill 
laws relating to 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. P 
By Mr. SMITH of Ilinois: Resolutions of the Board of Trade 
of Cairo, III., appealing to Congress to close the crevasse in Pass 
a Loutre and to improve the Southwest Pass—to the Committee 
on Rivers and Harbors. $ : 
By Mr. STRODE of Nebraska (by request): Resolutions adopted 
at a mass meeting of the citizens of Omaha, Nebr., favoring the 
recognition of the independence of Cuba—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. f ‘ 

Als, resolutions of the Master Car Builders’ Association, op- 
posing the metric system—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 

ay Mr. WHEELER: Petition of O. E. Comstock, sr., of Shef- 
field, Ala., protesting against the passage of House bill No. 4566, 
amending the postal laws relating to second-class matter—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, 


XXIX—39 


PIET WILSON of Ohio: Petition of J. T. Van Vickle, of New 
Holland, i 


Qhio, protesting against the p of House bill No. 
4566, relating to second-class mail 3 the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WOOD: Evidence in support of House bill No. 755, to 
remove the charge of desertion against Edward Wesner—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, evidence in support of House bill No. 4771, to correct the 
prota record of John H. Neidigh—to the Committee on Military 

airs. 

Also, evidence to accompany House bill No, 4952, for the relief 
of Jubal Grant—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
. SATURDAY, January 9, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. COUDEN. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved, 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE RED RIVER BETWEEN THE STATES OF 
ARKANSAS AND TEXAS. 


Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, in behalf of my colleague [Mr. 
i 


McRar}], I ask consideration of the following It is a very 
short one. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (S. 1728) to approve and ratify the construction of a bridge across 
the Red River between the States of Arkansas and Texas, at a t_above 
the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said river, built by the Texarkana North- 


ern Railway Company: but now rated and owned by the Texarkana and 
Fort Smith Railway Company, and to authorize the latter com y to matn- 
= said bridge over said waterway, subject to certain stipulations and co 
ons. 

The bill was read at length. 

The amendments recommended by the committee were read, as 
follows: 

Add the following new section 7, to be inserted between sections 6 and 7, 
and change number of present section 7 to 8: 

“SEC. 7. That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of the 
1 5 50 herein authorized be not commenced within one year and completed 
within three years from the date of approval thereof.” 


Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I move the adoption of the amend- 
ment recommended by the committee. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. I should like to ask the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas a question. This seems to be a bill to validate the construc- 
tion of a bridge already built, and not the construction of a new 


bridge. It is not in the usual form, and I should like to have 
some lanation before unanimous consent is given. 
Mr. TERRY. The report of the Chief Engineer explains the 


whole matter. This is a bill that I have called up at the request 
of my absent 2 pi MCRAE], who is detained at home by 
the sickness of his ter. Ido not know very much about the 
bill; but I know this, that it has been approved by the Chief of 
Engineers, General Craighill, has the unanimous indorsement 
of the committee, and is in the usual form of bridge bills. 

Mr. PAYNE. Well, I have no objection. 

Mr. TERRY. I move the adoption of the amendment recom- 


mended 1 

The SP . Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. The 
question now is on agreeing to the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. TERRY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. POWERS. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Pending that, I make a motion to recon- 
sider. On page 607 of the RecorpI find the following resolution 
was adopted by the House last night: 

Resolved, That the order directing the Sergeant-at-Arms to take into c 


tody and bring to the bar absent mémbers be made returnable on Tuesday 
morning next, after the reading of the Journal. 


Imove to reconsider the vote by which that resolution was 


adopted: 
r. BENNETT. Mr. Speaker, it was impossible to hear what 
the gentleman said. 

The SPEAKER. The tleman from Iowa moves to recon- 
sider the vote by which the following resolution was passed last 
evening. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 
a directing the Sergeant-at-Arms to take into 
pody and bring to the bar absent 8 rs be made returnable — Tusda 
rning next, after the reading of the Journal. 

Mr. THOMAS, Is that in order, after the regular order has 
been demanded? 

The SPEAKER, It is. 

Mr. THOMAS. I desire to be heard on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Iowa. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan desires to be 


heard. 

Mr. DOCKERY and Mr. HENDERSON. The motion is not 
debatable. 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Iwill hear what the gentleman from Mich- 
igan has to say. 

Mr. POWERS. I call for the order, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thi this is the regular order. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, first I desire to state that the gen- 
tleman was not present. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I hope we shall have 
order. We can not hear one single word. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen will please take their seats and 
cease conversation. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to submit a parliamentary inquiry 
to know whether it is too late to submit a question of order against 
the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is too late to submit a 
point of order against the resolution. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to inquire if the Chair has 
decided on the arity of the motion now pending; that is to 
say, whether it displaces the order of to-day? Now, I 
understand a motion to reconsider is a privileged motion, and 
that it might be entered as a privileged motion; but how does 
that bring up the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution involves the arrest of mem- 
bers of the House, which would seem to be a question of privilege. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, in order to avoid interfering 
with the regular order, I am willing that the motion may be 
entered and di of after the regular order is disposed of. 

Mr. RI DSON. The special order is a matter of privilege. 

Mr. THOMAS. I am willing that it should go over until Tues- 


day. $ 
Mr. HENDERSON. Let it 


man will state it. 
Mr. BAKER of New pshire. I wish to know if it is com- 
tent for the gentleman from Iowa to enter a motion to recon- 
Eder, he not having been here and voted for the resolution itself? 
Mr. HENDERSON. Tou do not know.  - 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Yes, I do. 
Mr. HENDERSON. You just tell what you do. 
The SPEAKER. There not having been a yea-and-nay vote, 
e Chair can not take cognizance of that. The gentleman from 
owa asks unanimous consent that this matter may be postponed 
til after the vote is taken upon the Pacific funding bill 


Mr. THOMAS. I will to that if the gentleman will con- 
sent to have it go over until Tuesday, = 
Mr. HULL 


> k e ee I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. I 
derstand that the House last evening ordered the Sergeant-at- 
to place under arrest a large majority of the House of 
98 [Laughter.] Now, if this question goes over un 

esday, will not those members be at least constructively under 
arrest, and can they 8 in the business of the House? 
The SPEAKER. me such difficulty might arise if the ques- 
tion should go over until ics ee 
Mr. HULL. For that reason, Mr. Speaker, I think the matter 
ught to be decided now, because those members will undoubtedly 
esire to vote on the ding bill. 
Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I think I havea right to enter 
motion and let it go over. 
no 5 _ The matter SE now ee the House, re the 
gentleman from Michigan . THOMAS been recognized, 
Mr. BAKER of New nel e. tte 8 , I make the 
point that the gentleman from Iowa [Mr, HENDERSON] did not 
vote for the resolution which was passed last evening, and that 
therefore it is not competent for him to move to reconsider it. 
Mr. HENDERSON. That makes no difference. I did not vote, 
and therefore I am competent to move to reconsider. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from SENE has the floor 
p 3 the motion, unless some arrangement is made for post- 
nement. z 


m 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, this resolution was adopted in 
good faith and in the interest of securing a quorum of this House 
at the Seer yr eb sa sessions. It deyolves upon me, as ranking 
member of Committee on Invalid Pensions, to defend, to the 
best of my ability, the action taken by the House last night with 
that end in view. Therefore, in the first place, I think the objec- 
tion is well taken that the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDER- 
son] has no right to enter this motion, because the records of the 
House show that he was not t at the session at which the 
resolution was adopted, and I propose to object to the vote of 
every member who attempts to record his vote upon this propo- 
sition who was not present last evening, and who appears as being 
under arrest. The record of the House shows that certain mem- 
bers were absent and that the House directed the Sergeant-at- 
Arms to take them into custody and to report on Tuesday next. 
That was entirely in order, as will be seen by reference to page 
300 of the Manual and Digest: 

The House may, however, by resolution continue in force beyond an ad 
1 or sea the order that the rgeant-at-Arms take into cusi and bring 

the bar absent mem! and may make such order returnable on a day 
subsequent to the day of adjournment. 

Now, that the members put under arrest in pursuance of the 
order of the House would not have a right to vote on this question 
is clearly shown from clause 2 of Rule XV, which provides that 
‘the House shall determine upon what conditions the members 
shall be discharged,” and from clause 1 of Rule VIII, which pro- 
vides that every member present shall vote unless he has a direct 
personal interest.” 

That the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] has no right 
to make the motion to reconsider or to vote is shown from clause 
1 of Rule VIII, which provides that every member present shall 
vote unless he has a or pecuniary interest in the 
event of such question.” Now, every member who was absent 
os a personal interest, and clearly, under the rule, is not entitled 

vo 

Mr. Speaker, if it is permissible for members of this House to 
absent themselves from the Friday evening sessions and then to 
come in here on Saturday morning and vote to do away with the 
action of the House for the purpose of securing a quorum at those 
sessions, it is obvious that that can go on indefinitely, and that 
no legislation can be cope oper on Friday evenings. A few 

ntlemen, I know, say that a part of the legislation enacted at 

ese Friday evening sessions is unjust; but, however that may 
be, it is the duty of every member to be in his seat, so as to give 
the House a quorum, in order that justice at least can be done to 
the defenders of thiscountry. I 4 to be placed on record, first 
er ty Nea ai tothe gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON 
motion to reconsider, and second,as objecting to the 
vote of every member whom the RECORD shows to be under ar- 
rest, and I ask the Clerk to read, as a part of my remarks, the 
names of the absentees—first those who were absent without leave, 
and then the report of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the names of the 
3 whom he has already arrested and those that are yet to 


Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamenta 
inguiry. If this question is to stand over until next Tuesday, 
desire to know whether the Sergeant-at-Arms will furnish trans- 

rtation, lodging, and food for the prisoners during that time? 
E 

The SPEAKER. pal sg co a a parliamentary 
inquiry in precisely that form. 2 

Several members 9 the Chair. Dir. T: 

EAKER. gentleman from Michigan . THOMAS 
has see A ba his remarks. 1 

Mr. ERSON. Has the gentleman a right to have the 
names read as of his remarks? 

Mr, THO I desire to have the names of the absentees 


read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman 
that they are already a of the record. 

Mr. THOMAS. I understand that, but for the information of 
the House and of the country, I desire to have them read as a part 
of my remarks. ; 

See HENDERSON. The gentleman might put in the whole 

ECORD. 

Mr. STEELE. I ask consent that the gentleman be allowed to 
pene He is, of course, more zealous in the discharge of his 

uties than any other member of the House. We all concede that. 
(Laughter. ] ; 

[Confusion in the Hall.] 

The SPEAKER. The House must beinorder. The gentl 
from Mehigan is entitled to have the names read as a part of 
remarks, 

Mr. STEELE. Wouldnot the gentleman be satistied to have 
re. hgs his constituents ađmi his superior attention to 

u 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know, 

Mr. THOMAS. The gentleman from Indiana will find, before 
he is through with this matter, that he will not desire to have all 
his remarks in the RECORD. : 

Mr. STEELE, All of whose remarks? 

Mr, THOMAS. Your own remarks. 

Mr. STEELE, My remarks will remain in the Recorp, I pre- 
sume. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan will please 
furnish to the Clerk what he desires to have read. 
ee HEPBURN. I should like to make a parliamentary 

quiry. 

Mr. THOMAS. I ask that the Clerk read the list of those mem- 
bers absent and not excused. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan has the floor 
ont . HEP BI N. I t li tary inquiry, Mr. Speak 

r. I rose toa parliamentary ing „Mr. er. 
Sone SPEAKER, Has it reference to the question before the 
ouse? 

Mr. HEPBURN. Yes, sir; to this subject. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I desire to know whether it is competent for 
less than a quorum of this House to make a continuing or contin- 
uous order? 

Mr. THOMAS, It is a matter of the highest privilege 

Mr. HEPBURN. Less than a quorum, as I understand, may 
remain continuously in session, but. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not understand the statement 
of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] to be aparliamentary 
inquiry proper to be pa in the time of the gentleman from 
Michigan, 4nd would not like to pass upon that question in this 
incidental way. The Clerk will read. 

Mr. O S. Mr. Speaker, I make the point of order that a 
minority of the House can not make a continuing order. Where 
a quorum is lacking, less than a quorum may make an order for 
the arrest of absent members, but—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not regard that as a point of 


order at this s but an expression of opinion. 
The Clerk as follows: 
Abbo Livingston, Russell, Ga. 
33 Dolliver, Long, Sauerhering, 
dams, Draper, 121 vers, 
tken, Ellett, Lond, Scranton, 
2 Af F. ee eee Spare 
cl 5 tzgerald, 
Allen, Miss, Fle ý = 
Anderson, k McCall, Mass. Shaw, 
. Powder Swe 
Arnold. R. I. xe McClure, Simpkins, 
Atwood, Gea eCormick, 8 
Avery, Gillet, N. Y. McCreary, Ky. Smith. Mich. 
Bailey, 5 —.— 
ey, wyn, cLaur 5 
Ranch Griff MeRae Spalding * 
; n © na 
Barham, Griswald, Meiklejohn, cer, 
ey, Grosvenor, Mercer, poe 
Grout, Meredith, 
Bartlett, N. V. Grow, A Ae Steele, 
z Hadley, Miles, Stewart, N. J. 
Bell T6 atman, Maliks Stone C. W. 
„Tex. a en, e: 
tt, Hanly, Stone, A 
Berry, Harmer, Miner, N. X. Strait, 
Bing 4 Harris, Minor, Wis. N. O. 
Black, H itchell, Sulloway, 
Boatner, Har Mondell, 7 
Boutelle, Heatwole, Money, 8 
Brewster, Heiner, Pa. Moody, 
Bromwell, Hemenway, Morse, Tawney, 
Brown, Henderson, Moses, Tayler, 
Brumm, s Murphy, Terry, 
Buck, 1 Murray. Thorp, 
Bull, Hicks, Newlan Towne, 
Cannon, Hilborn, N Trace well. 
Catchi Hitt, Northway, Tucker, 
Chicke 7 Hopkins, Odell, Turner, Ga. 
Clark, Iowa Howe, Ogden, Turner, Va. 
Clarke, Hub! Otey, Van Horn, 
bb, Haff. Overstreet, Van Voorhis, 
Cockrell, Huli Owens, hb, 
n, Huling Parker, W. , Mass. 
„ Hunter, Patterson, Walker, Va. 
Cooper, Fla. Hutcheson, as i 
per, Tex. de, Pendleton, Watson, Ind. 
der, Wis. Johnson, Cal, Perkins, Watson, Ohio 
Corliss, Johnson, Philli Wellin: 
sins, Johnson, N. Dak. Pickier, Wheeler, 
Cowen, Jones, itney. White, 
Crowley, Joy, Powers, W. 
P, Kem, Wilis, 
8 Kar. Eriet: we 3 
mmin; berg, Ss ilson, N. X. 
Curti Kulp, es Wilson, S. C. 
Dalzell. Lawson, Reyburn, Woodard, 
Danford, Lefever, Richardson. Woodman, 
Dayton, Leisenring, Robertson, La. Woomer, 
Armond, Lester, Robinson, Pa. Wright. 
Pingley. Le Rusk, 
— Little, Russell, Conn. 


Mr. THOMAS. I now desire to have read by the ip to jus- 


tice to members, the names of those who were absent with leave. 

Mr. CHICKERING. And those who came in under the rule 
and were recorded as present. 

Mr. THOMAS. Those absent with leave or who were excused, 

The Clerk read the names of members who were absent on leave, 
as follows: 

Mr. LITTLE, Mr. BROWN, Mr. ALLEN of Mississi Mr. Joy, Mr. BUCK, 
Mr. BARRETT, Mr. GAMBLE, Mr. HUTCHESON, Mr. PIOKLER, Mr. Hurr, Mr. 
MCRAE, Mr. GRAFF, Mr. Dockery, Mr. HANLY, Mr. KULP, Mr, RUSSELL of 
Georgia, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Crump. 

Members excused: 

r. Mr. Nortaway, Mr. Strowp of North 
Ar. von be Bowe tha Speaker, Mr. REED, and Mr. HADLEY. 8 
ue following members subsequently reported present“ under 

e rule: 

Mr. CHICKERING, Mr. DINSMORE, Mr. DE AMON D, Mr. GILLET of New 
York, Mr. PUGH, Mr. SNover, Mr. SPARKMAN, Mr. SORG, Mr. TATE, and Mr. 
Wurson of New York. 

Mr. THOMAS. I now desire to submit as part of my remarks 
the names of members for whom warrants have been issued and 
are now in the hands of the Sergeant-at-Arms. I ask the Clerk 
to read the names marked on the list which I send to the desk. 

Mr. HENDERSON. That is not a proper matter to be pre- 
sented—a statement of what the Sergeant-at-Arms has in his 
hands, That is no part of the record. The gentleman has no 
right to introduce that. : 

fr. THOMAS. Itisa part of my remarks. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman introduces it as part of his 


remarks. 

Mr. HENDERSON. But how can he make that statement—— 

Mr. THOMAS. Iwill state to the House that I get this infor- 
mation 3 from the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. HENDERSON. That is just why I object to it. The Ser- 
geant-at-Arms is the proper officer to make that showing, and it 
should be made ata pon time. : 

The SPEAKER. e gentieman from 8 is having this 
list read as a part of his remarks. It has no official standing. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask that order be restored. We can 
not understand what is being done or said. 

The SPEAKER called the House to order, and, after order had 
been restored, said: The Chair h that members, having resumed 
order, will keep order. The ir will try to insist upon that; 
and he Rope to have the cooperation of the members of the 
House, tlemen cease conversation and remain in their 
seats unless they desire to retire to the cloakroom, The gentle- 
man from Michigan will proceed. 

Mr. THOMAS. If there be no objection, I will ask that this 
2 5 as part of my remarks without being read by 

erk. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. WELLINGTON, I object. 

Mr. THOMAS. Then let the names be read. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

_ Mr, McCALL of Massachusetts. I make the point that it is not 
in order for any member in the course of his remarks to call other 
members by name. I understand thatthe gentleman from Michi- 


gan proposes to make this list a of his remarks, and in doing 
so he is naming members of the House. 
The SPEA] . The Chair does not think the point well 
taken in this instance. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Abbott, Catchings, Grosyenor, Livingston, 
4 8 x 8 or 
Adams, Clarke, Ala. Grow, 5 
Aitken, Cobb, Hali, Loud, 
Aldrich, W. F. Cockrell, Maddox, 

rich, Coffin, Harmer, M. e, 
Anderson, Colson, Harris. on, 
Apsley, r, Fla. H McCall, Mass. 
Arnold, R. I. C r. Tex. Hartman, McCall, Tenn. 
At w. Corliss, Heatwole, McCh 
Avery, Cousins, Heiner, Pa. McCormick. 

Cowen, Hemenway, McCreary, Ky. 
Bailey, Crowley. McEwan, 
Baker, Md Culberson. Henry, Conn. McLaurin, 
Bank zi Cummings, 5 McMillin, 
Barham, 7 eiklejohn, 
Barney. ‘ord, Hitt, ercer, 
Bartlett, N. T. Da Hupa Meredith. 
Beach, Dingley, Hubbard, Meyer, 
Belknap, Dolliver, Huli iles, 
Beil, Tex. Draper, Huling, Miller, Kans. 
Bennett, Ellett. Hunter, en, 
pary. Fischer, Hutcheson, 
Bingham, Fitzgerald, Johnson, Cal Miner, N. Y. 
Black, Fletcher, Johnson, Ind Minor, Wis. 
Boatner, Foote, Johnson, N Mitchell, 
Boutelle. Foss. dones, ondell, 
Brewster, Fowler, Kem, Money, 
Bromwell, Gillett, Mass. Kerr, Moody, 
Bramm, Goodwyn, Lawson, Morse, 
ull, Griffin, Lefever, M 
on, Griswold, g, M: A 
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urray, | Reyburn, Stahle, Turner, Va. 

ewlands, Ric’ Steele, Van Horn, 
Noonan, Robe: Stewart, N. J. Van Voorhis, 
Odell, Robinson, Pa. tokes, adsworth, 
Ogden, $ tone, C. W. Walker, Mass. 
Otey, Russell, Conn. Stone, W. A. Walker, Va. 
Overstreet, Sauerhering, t, 

ens. vers, Sulloway, Watson, Ind. 
tterson, ton, 85 r. Watson, Ohio 
earson, Settle, Swanson, e n, 
Pendleton, 8 Talbert, Wheeler, 

r W. Tawney, te, 
Phillips, Shuford, Tayler, Williams, 
Pitney, impkins, Try, Willis, 

‘owers, kinner, orp, Wilson, Idaho 
ice, Smith, Mich. Towne, Wilson, 
ce, Southwick, well, W. 
gg. Spalding, Tucker, Woomer, 
Ys Spencer, Turner, Ga. Wright. 


Mr. PRINCE. I want to correct that roll. I claim the right 
to do so as a question of privilege. y 

The SPEAKER. This is not a roll which isin any way official 
or subject to correction. It is a statement made by the gentle- 
man from Michigan. It may or may not be true. It is not a 
question of privilege to correct the statement of a member on the 
ground that it is untrue. The gentleman from Michigan will 


Mr. THOMAS. It must be presumed until the contrary is 
shown À 

Mr. PRINCE. Will not the gentleman yield for a correction? 

Mr. THOMAS. No; I decline to yield. 

Mr. PRINCE. Iwas here; and t list is incorrect. 

Mr. THOMAS. All right, if the gentleman wants to make that 
correction. Members should bear in mind that this action on my 
part is not directed toward individuals. Many of those whose 
names are on this list have been constant attendants at the Friday 
en meetings, and are leading members of the House. If the 
0 is carried out, everyone will have an 1 cape ied to present 
his reasons for being absent, and there will be no injustice done. 
On the other hand, I have been informed that an attempt would 
be made to peron business on Friday evenings, so I deem ita 
duty to emphasize the necessity of a quorum. 

Mr. PRINCE. If the — will turn to page 608 of the 
RECORD he will see that I was here and asked that one of my col- 
leagues be excused. If those members who were here are to be 
punished as well as those who were away, all might as well remain 
away. 

Mr. THOMAS. The inclusion of the gentleman’s name in that 
list is undoubtedly an error, and I beg his pardon. The list was 
copied from that of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. PRINCE. Ihopethe gentleman will have my name stricken 
from that list. 

Mr. MEREDITH. Isuggest that the gentleman from Michigan 
have printed as a part of his remarks his petition for appointment 
as Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. THOMAS. I know of no such petition, and therefore am 
unable to eeens it for publication. 

Mr. EDITH. Iso heard, sir. 

Mr. THOMAS. I presume, Mr. Speaker, that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms has been engaged in the active discharge of his đuty since 
the order of the House was issued; and therefore it may be as- 
sumed that every gentleman whose name was read on that list, 
and for whom the warrant was issued, is under arrest. 

Clause 4 of Rule XV provides that after being discharged from 
arrest they shall be given an opportunity to vote. So it is plainl 
to be inferred from this rule, and the other clause to which 
called the attention of the Chair a few moments 80, that these 
gentlemen who are under arrest should not be allowed to vote 
until they are discharged from custody by the House; and further 
that the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] who made the 
motion to reconsider this resolution was out of order for the same 


reason, 
And with this statement I am ready for the decision of the 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, on the point that I had no 
right to submit the motion it is unnecessary to consume any of 
the time of the House, because that point should have been made 
at the time the motion was submitted. It was too late afterwards. 

Mr. THOMAS. I did submit it at the time. 

Mr. HENDERSON (continuing). And I now demand the pre- 
vious question on the motion to reconsider. 

The previous question was ordered. ’ 

The question was taken on reconsidering the vote adopting the 
resolution; and on a division 9 Mr. THoMAs) there 
were—ayes 180, noes 19. 

Mr. THOMAS. On this I demand the yeas and nays. I desire 
to have it appear of record that the House refused the yeas and 
eck on this question. 

e yeas and nays were refused, 16 members only voting in 
fayor thereof. i 
the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The question now is on the adoption of the 
original resolution. 
e question was taken; and on a division (demanded by Mr, 
THOMAS) there were—ayes 16, noes 165. 
Mr. THOMAS (before the announcement of the vote). 


I rise 
to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. THOMAS. I desire to ask the Speaker if he has counted on 
this vote any of those members who are under arrest? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is not aware that any of the mem- 
bers are under arrest. The Chair has no such information. 

Mr. THOMAS. I would like to ask 

Mr. STEELE. Regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan has risen for 
a parliamen inquiry, and will state it. 

r. THOMAS. I would like to ask if it is not a part of the 
record of this body that certain members are under arrest? 

The SPEAKER. There is no record of which the Chair has 
mit eile e to that effect. Can the gentleman from Michigan 
point out such a record? 

Mr. THOMAS. Ido not desire to have any controversy with 
the Speaker; I only asked for information. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will be very glad to answer the 
1 inquiry, and if he can point to any such record, the 

hair will consider the question that he has raised. 

Mr. HENDERSON. was informed, Mr. Speaker, that no 
arrests were made under that resolution. 

Mr. THOMAS. The gentleman is mistaken in that. 

Mr. HENDERSON, ot one. 

The SPEAKER, If there is a record showing that there have 
been such arrests, the Chair would be very glad to have the gen- 
tleman furnish it. 

Mr. THOMAS. Certain arrests were made last night; certain 
members were brought before the bar of the House and excused, 
and I am informed by the Sergeant-at-Arms that he has made 
some arrests this morning. 

The SPEAKER. Neither the Chair nor the House has such 
information. 

Mr. THOMAS. Of course the writ was not returnable until 
Tuesday next, and so the information is not officially before the 
House; but as a matter of fact certain members are under arrest. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can not take cognizance of the 
question except on official information. 

On this question the yeas are 16, nays 165. The noes have it, 
and the resolution is rejected. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I take it for granted that the adjournment 
last night suspended all further proceedings under the call; so 
that a motion would not be necessary. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not had the matter brought 
2 to his notice, but such has been the precedent hereto- 

ore. ; 

Mr. THOMAS. If that is done, I understand that it would set 
ando the runig gy gos Congress, notably in = 8 

, and in the Fifty-secon ongress, in which it w. 
decided that the House 55 


aright to continue the proceedings 
beyond adjournment. 
e SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that question whenever 


it eS 

Mr. DERSON. I move, in order that there may be no con- 
fusion with reference to the matter, that all further proceedings 
under the call be dispensed with. There are important matters 
to be considered to-day, important votes to be taken, and we had 
better settle the matter now. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, all further proceed- 
ings under the call will be sey irae with. 

re was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD FUNDING BILL. 


Mr. POWERS. I call for the regular order. 

Under the special order, the House resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, with Mr. PAYNE 
in the chair, for the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 8189) 
to amend an act entitled An act to aid in the construction of a 
railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri River to the Pacific 
Orcan, 1915 to pe rA the Government the ee 25 1 for 
postal, military, and other purposes,” approv y 1, 1862; a 
to amend an act approved F uly 2, 1864, and also an act seers 
May 7, 1878, both in amendment of said first-mentioned act, and 
other acts amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto, and 8 

rovide for the settlement of claims growing out of the issue of 
RAT to aid in the construction of certain railroads, and to secure 
the payment of all indebtedness to the United States of certain 
companies therein mentioned. i 

The CHAIRMAN. 21 order of the House, general debate is 
closed, and the Clerk will report the first section of the bill. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


e it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
eee and directechtgaasgertain the amounts of the respective indebted 
ness of the Union Pacific Railroad Company and the Kansas Pacific way 
company to which the subsidy bonds of the United States were advanced in 
aid of the construction of the Pacific railroads and branches as of the 1st da 
of January, 1897, upon the same 2 as if the whole sum of said bon 
and interest paid and to be paid by the United States thereon, and not there- 
tofore repaid by credits on accouht thereof, were to be paid to the United 
States in cash on said day; and the said sum be computed and ascer- 
tained as follows. 


M BOWERS. I move to strike out the last line of the para- 
S The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from California [Mr. Bow- 


ai Bag 5 x 
Eres HUBBARD. Will the gentleman yield to me for one 
ute? 

Mr. BOWERS. If the gentleman will give me a minute by 
and by. I have only five minutes. I yield one minute to the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. HUBBARD]. 

Mr. HUBBARD. I desire to say, Mr. Chairman, in reply to 
what the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] stated yesterday 
in reference to the four propositions that were submitted to our 
committee, wherein he attempted to prove that fifty-five million 
2 per cent bonds are better than t r 
bonds, I have made a careful computation, and have the four dif- 
ferent propositions worked out in parallel columns, and have had 
them printed fox distribution to the members of the House for their 
information. They are so simple that any 10-year-old boy can 
understand them, and I shall glad to have members of the 
House look at the printed statement, copies of which I have here. 


The CHAIR The 3 of the committee can not 
be interrupted by the distribution of printed matter now. 
Mr. HEPBUR I simply desire to say that the gentleman 


from Iowa ” made no such statement as the gentleman from Mis- 
souri . HUBBARD] has asserted. 

Mr. HUBBARD. You did make such statement. 

I yield back the balance of my time to the gentleman from Cal- 
ifornia [Mr. BOWERS]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from California [Mr. Bow- 
ERS] is entitled to the floor. 

. BOWERS. Mr. Chairman, it would be better by far for 
the Government to cancel all claims it now has for money and 
bonds advanced to the Union and Pacific roads than to pass this 
vicious bill. Better to say to these corporations that have mis- 
used the bounty, diverted it from the intended public benefit to 
private gain, Here, take your ill-gotten gains; we make you a 
present of the $113,000,000 you owe the peope, and now go away; 
you have had enough of the people’s money. It is shameful for 

ou to ask for millions more, and don't ask the Government to sus- 
in and indorse your rascality and uphold your damnable monop- 
oly longer. Go!” ; 

‘Let it be remembered that no legislation is necessary at this time 
to protect theinterests of the United States—of oe ee con- 
nection with these roads. Remember that this bill is brought in 
by the managers and manipulators who have made great fortunes 
out of these Whose private fortunes incre: in an almost 
exact ratio with the fraudulent indebtedness of the roads, and 
who also now have this Capitol 5 lobbyists and paid 
attorneys, urging the papago of this bill. Remember that this 
bill is wholly in the interests of these corporations; that it sur- 
renders all the security the Government now has for its loans; 
that the aggregate liabilities of the Union Pacific are $186,868,161 
on 1,038.68 miles of road, being at the rate of $158,461 per mile, 
$100,000 per mile of such liabilities being dishonest and fraudulent 
in every respect, for the honest cost of that road was less than 
$58,000 per mile. 

The Central Pacific liabilities are $185,033,682 for 860.66 miles 
of road, being at the rate of $215,153 per mile, of which not less 
than $140,000 per mile of liabilities are dishonest and fraudulent 
in every cular, for the honest and true cost of the Central 
Pacific did not exceed $75,000 per mile. The total fraudulent 
indebtedness of these roads is not less than $224,200,000, and this 
bill provides for the payment of 4 per cent interest on this fraud, 
That is one of the business propositions in this bill. 

The supporters of this bill assert that these two roads, with a 
mileage of 1,899.34 miles, and capitalized, or having, as they claim, 
a bona fide indebtedness of $371,891,843, are not worth the amount 
of the first-mortgage bonds, about $62,000,000—not worth one- 
sixth of the indebtedness, and that they would not sell for over 
$40,000,000, not one-ninth of their indebtedness. And in the same 
breath they tell us that under the operations of this bill these cor- 

rations can and will, from the earnings of these almost worth- 

ess properties, pay the Government the $113,000,000 owing it, and 
at the same time pay 4 per cent interest on $258,891,843 of indebt- 
edness outside of the vernment’s lien and 2 per cent on the 
Government claim. This is another of the preposterous business 
propositions contained in this bill. 

Remember that this bill provides that the Governmentshall pay 


— 


$62,000,000 more of the debts of these corporations, and as the 
Government is in debt about $1,000,000,000, upon which it is 
paying from 33 to 6 per cent interest, it therefore must borrow 


money to make the payments called for in this bill at not less than 
8} per cent. And this further loan these corporations promise to 
repay within about eighty years, with 2 per centinterest. This is 
another of the business propositions of this bill. 

How long will the credit of a nation or of an individual last that 
does business on such lines, borrowing money by the millions at 
834 9 and loaning it at 2 per cent? 

ember that this bill, if it mes a law, extends epee | 
the life and power of the most tyrannous and oppressive railro 
monopoly that ever existed in the United States. That it indorses 
and legalizes that infamous ninety-nine-year lease of the Central 
Pacific to the Southern Pacific of Kentucky, and which lease the 
Government directors say is the main cause of the present 
deplorable conditions of the Union Pacitic, being absolutely at the 
mercy of the Southern Pacific, 3 being brought to bear 
upon shippers who wish to ship by the central route to the east to 
compel them to ship by the Southern route.” 

Remember, when you pass this bill you give official notice to 
the ple that there is one law for the great corporations and 
another for the plain people; that corporations are to be favored 
in court and Congress at the expense of the people. We had bet- 
ter lose many millions than do that. That is what makes Popu- 
lists. Let it be remembered that this anaconda of the Pacific 
Coast, the Southern Pacific Company of Kentucky, proposes to 
swallow bodily the Central Pacific Railroad, through the infamous 
ninety-nine-year lease—it has it halfway down its ravenous maw 
already, and this bill is to enable it to finish the job. It proposes 
to steal à railroad, and comes here to ask the Governnient to 
become an accomplice in the crime. The owners of the Southern 
Pacific 8 of Kentucky sold millions of the stock of the 
Central road and now propose to freeze the purchasers out. Will 
the United States Government become a party to such a crime? 
T Realizing th f the in support of this bill 

izing the poverty of their arguments in support of thi 
and to some extent the enormities contemplated p this attempted 
raid upon the Treasury, its pig er turn to romance and Fe 
to prejudice, and declare that this is the entering wedge of Popu- 
lism. They know better, but they are hard pushed to make 
scheme possible and plausible. 

The Secretary of the Interior, regarding these roads, says: 

In pid manag e course should be pursued, two objects should receive 
consideration: the collection of the debt due the 1 seco! 


mi 
the creation of a great through line from the Missouri to the 0. Ths 
was Fo original purpose of the Government leading to the issue of these 
n 


Mr. Chairman, this bill will absolutely defeat both these objects. 
The Secretary goes on to say: 


I will not undertake to review the conduct of those who have managed this 
property, and who have misused the Government's aid. A most interesting 
presentation of the facts will be found in the report of the commission 
3 under authority of an act of Congress approved March Sa con- 

ting of Messrs. Anderson, Littler, and Pattison. a tion of leniency 
on the part of the Government should be made in the interest of those who 
received the Government's bounty, a study of the facts which this commission 
developed will show that the time has come to regard only the interests of 
the Government. 

The 1 states the amount due on the subsidy bonds and the 
first-mor o bonds, and ves the ts on account of the sinking 
fund. It shows what would be the investment of the Government in these 
properties if it is compelled to pay off the first-mortgage bonds, which alone 
are superior to the Government lien. It would be an in investment 
of $64,618,000 to save an investment already made of $117,436,000._ As the prop- 
erties are worth very much more than the first-mortgage bonds, and as the 
Government has the second-mortgage bonds, the Government occupies the 


are simply those of the railroad company, they could not be disposed of ag 

Goverment bonds would sell. the 
interest which they would draw comes out of the property to which the Goy- 
ernment must look for 5 of the second mo bonds, it would seem 
clearly better that the Government should assume the first-mo: e bonds, 
guarantee them, and put the rate of interest at the figure for w the Goy- 
ernment bonds sell if the bonds are to be renewed or extended. 


He says further, referring to the tables in his report: 


It will be seen that the average annual net earnings of the Union Pacific 
and Central Pacific main lines during the past ten years have been $8,181,220, 
while the total amount of the first-mortgage bonds and the Government bonds 
issued ge the main lines, less the g fund for the main lines, is $152,- 
245.551. This annual net profit shows the properties to have earned near! 

6 per cent on the entire amount which the Government has paid and wo! 
pay if it were compelled to pay off the first-mortgage bonds. This being the 
case, it would seem to bea clear business ruo tion that the Government 
ought not to lose any large amount if it should be compelled through fore- 
closure to collect its debt. 


due 
bond is worth more than par at the present time, there would be no 


net margin of $3,089,963. 
The Government should therefore be able easily to provide for the sale of 
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Mr. Chairman, these properties are valuable, and these men who, 
through the provisions of this bill, are attempting to get rid of the 
Government lien, know it. Let the Government remove that in- 
famous incubus, the ninety-nine-year lease, from these properties, 
enforce the law, commence foreclosure proceedings, place a re- 
ceiver in charge of the properties, and the revenues of both roads 
will be immediately doubled when they can be operated as one 
independent line. e Government is better entitled to its reve- 
nues in settlement of its debts than $200,000,000 of fraudulent lia- 
bilities. The Government is the sovereign. It should control 
these roads until it gets its just dues, which these roads can pay. 
This bill seeks to make corporations the sovereign and Govern- 
ment the vassal. 
Mr, JOHNSON of North Dakota. Mr, Chairman, let no man 
deceive himself with the idea that these roads were built by the 
rivate fortunes of citizens. Where did they get the money to 
mild these roads? In the first place, they got $61,000,000 from 
subsidy bonds, on which the Government has been paying 
interest at 6 per cent for thirty years, In the second place, by the 
law of 1864 they got permission to subordinate the claim of the 


Government to another mortgage, which was not to exceed in | Interest paid by the railroad 


amount the Government mortgage. TROY Ten right up to the 
limit. They got $61,000,000 outof that. That makes $122,000,000. 
Then they gor aland grant of 26,000,000 acres. They have already 
sold enough of the lands to take in $50,000,000 from that source. 
They have a lot of land left. I say nothing about the value 
of that, Add the fifty millions that they have already taken in 
for the sale of land to their one hundred and twenty-two millions 
that they got for the sale of bonds, that makes $172.000,000. That 
we have furnished them, without any call upon their own private 
fortunes. The law creating these corporations forbade them to 
sell one dollar of the stock for less than par, or for anything except 
money or money value. There may be a question as to how much 
they got for the stock. That is the only thing I am in doubt about, 
and that is the thing on which I have the oath of the officers of 
these companies. 

Mr. LACEY. The affidavits. À 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. Yes; the affidavits. On the 
27th of September, 1870, Mr. Oliver Ames swore that the Union 
Pacific received $36,000,000 and some more from this source, On 
the 28th of September, 1872, Mr. R. E. Carr filed an affidavit in 
the Interior Department, where all these affidavits are now on 
file, that the Kansas Pacific received $5,000,000 and some over from 
that source. On the 12th of September, 1871, Mr. Leland Stan- 
ford swore that the Central Pacitic received $54,000,000 from that 
source, and the 21st of September, 1868, Mr. Pomeroy swore that 
the Central Branch got some $900,000. 

In su por of this I refer to page 140 of the Report of the 
United States Pacific Railway Commission of 1887-88. 

Taking the amount received for stock as sworn to by these 
men, they got $97,000,000 for stock. 

Add this item to the foregoing and we have the following cash 
Teuron furnished them by the Government with which to build 

e road: 


First- mortgage bonds... ....-..--...--.------------- $61, 000, 000 
United States 6-30 Government subsidy bonds 61, 000, 000 
TANG Ti NOIG 4 5 asaya weet eo rds N 50, 000, 000 
PPC ˙. ( ⁵ ⁵ ⁵ Ab 8 97, 000, 000 

259, 000, 000 
Aptual cost d, 8 95, 000, 000 
Profit on building the roads. -._.........------------- 164, 000, 000 


(For actual cost of constructing the roads, see page 24 of Sena- 
tor MorGan’s report of April, 1896.) 

There was a clear profit of $164,000,000, How was that profit 
divided? On the Union Pacific the Credit Mobilier was organized, 
a ring inside of a ring, a wheel within a wheel, and these officers 
were making bargains with themselves as officers of their own 
companies. They had all the assets of the company. As direct- 
ors of the Credit Mobilier they built the road for themselves as 
directors of the Union Pacific, and voted to pay themselves there- 
for the entire assets of the Union Pacific Company. On the other 
end, the Credit and Finance Company, com of the officers of 
the Central Pacific, made the same kind of bargain with the Cen- 


discovered by Columbus, and all that; but what excuse are you 
and I, NN going to have, and what new and valuable con- 


o We for our country, if we now vote to give them 
a present of $228,000,000 more? That is what we would give them 
if this bill passes. Take, for instance, the Central P. They 


are now owing us $57,000,000. We propose to lend them the money 
for eighty-five years at 2 per cent interest, We will have to bor- 
row the money elsewhere to loan it to them. We must pay 3+ 
r cent or $171,000,000 of interest on that sum during those dak — 
ve years, 
Statement of the practical ration 
f ae — a opa of the Powers funding bill as applied to 


Pacific Railroad Company 
The amount due the United States (1807) 8 
Interest paid by the United States (eighty-five years) 71, 002, 508. 00 
229, 284, 019, 29 
Principal paid by railroad (first ten years) $ 650, 000, 00 
ntori paid 1 (first ten years)... 1, 207, 883.00 
Principal paid railroad (second ten years) , 500, 000. 00 
Interest paid by railroad (moma ten years). }, 311, 302. 00 
Principal paid by sixty-five years). „581,514. 29 
Interest paid by railroad (sixty-five ydars) 81, 890, 969. 00 
111, 091, 588. 29 
Loss to the United States e 3 118, 192, 431. 00 
Interest paid by the United States (eighty-five years) 171, 602, 505. 00 
t CCC 410, 074. 00 
118, 102, 431, 00 
Average annual payment of pied: WD 678, 606, 05 
Average annual payment of — 1 „ 631,547. 22 


The same analysis l to the Union Pacific shows that com- 
bining the two we shall lose in the transaction 8228, 000,000. It 
amounts to abandoning the debt and giving them a present of 
$116,000,000 besides. Now, those who went ahead of us thirty 
years ago could make some excuse to their constituents; but we 
can not. They got something; we get nothing, Do you expect, 
or do the railroads promise, to pnt on one more train a day or to 
run one train one hour faster if we vote them this princely bounty? 
No. So far as the service to the public is concerned, it A secured 
and paid for. The trains will run just the same, and never miss a 
day or slow up one mile by any vote here giving a new subsidy, 
collecting an old debt, or changin g ownership. 

What we would now like to know more than anything else is, 
what is this property worth on which we have a second lien? On 
that point we are hungering and thirsting after knowledge. On 
that point we turn from a reading of the report of the Committee 
on Pacific Railroads of this Congress in disappointment, 

It is well enough to say that the committee has given much 
study to the question,” and that from a conservative estimate of 
the earnings of the roads the committee finds that $4,000,000 is a 
fair average of their annual earnings that can be used as a basis 
of calculations,” etc. But why not state the facts? What are the 
netearnings? If we have thefacts wecan make “estimates” and 
draw conclusions as well as the chairman of that committee, 

Right there is where the failure to command the confidence of 
the House has come, Finding nothing on this pointin the report, 
we must look for information elsewhere in scattered authorities 
as to the net earnings. All are agreed that that is the fairest 
basis for estimating the value of the property. 

From the report of the United States Railway Commission of 
1887-88 and other sources, I have collected the following: 


Net carnings of Union Pacific: 
MOON s dacs d's svucdaoN aawens Susbeadspunabaraseadeansnsa hace vreerete $58, 357, 183 
1880-83 S3, 
1884-87 . = 24,798, 267 
1888-0 PE 7 80, 530, 711 
Net earnings of Central Pacific: 
4 years)... 


Jannar, Leth po e Ue 
anuary, 187 an z ears)... 
1885-1808 (10 S years 8 


59, 916, 082 
Total net earnings, both companies (25 years) 358, 765, B96 
Average per year, 1870-1504. __...-....-...-... 7: éA ) PRAA a 4 350 000 


On that basis of net earnings the pro should be 
$280,000,000 (5 per cent net), EN 

If honestly managed, the net earnings would long ago have 
paid all the debt. 

From Senator Mora@an's report to the present Congress I have 
taken the following: 

I will here insert a table of these figures for each company, taken from the 


best and only sources of information to which I have had access. They may 
not be exactly accurate, but they closely approximate accuracy: 


UNION PACIFIC SYSTEM. 


tral Pacific, and the entire assets of the Central Pacific were in Gross earn rati 

like manner swallowed up. In that way they made $164,000,000 To June W~ N 79 — 9 * 
in the construction of those roads. That is something that we 

can not recall, and of which we should not complain if they would $10, 559, 880 854,708 | $5, N 
only pay their debts, The gift was princely, but there was some | 1875 11,993,832 | 4,982,047 | 7,011, 
consideration. We got the opening of the country, binding to- 4 | beat) yee ee 
gether East and West, surmounting the o to navigation 12; 873,058 | 5,378, 7,407, 072 
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$13,201,078 | $5,475,508 | $7,725,575 
25, 766, 803 7 121.40 tbat bot 
28,971,250 | 18,840,080 | 13,131,170 
29,430,318 | 15,241,981 | 14,188,397 
28,029,222 | 16, 144,359 | 12,484, 882 
25,657,290 | 14,868,115 | 10,789, 145 
25,674, 674 | 15,987,233 | 9,887, 441 
26,608,797 | 17,608,618 | 8; 995, 178 
28,557,768 | 17,687,783 | 10,890,083 
30,195,523 | 19,734,888 | 10, 460, 635 
89,669, 600 | 26,013,553 | 13,656, OLT 
43,049, 248 | 80,811,164 | 12,238, 084 
42; 699, 588 | 29, 160,278 | 13, 539, 310 
43; 135,098 | 28,784,979-| 14,370, 119 
36,053,402 | 26,057,159 | 9, 996, 243 
22,319,144 | 16,008,870 6, 310,273 


$11, 963,640 | $5,011,278 | $5,952,381 
12,863,952 | 4.909. 271 7, 894, 681 
13, 611,690 | 5,268,131 8, 342, 898 
15,165,081 | 6,487,199 | 9,177, 882 
16,996,216 | 7, 857,211 9,136, 004 
16,471,144 | 7,774,417 | 8,890, 726 
17, 530,858 | 8,786,118 | 8, 744, 730 
17,153,163 | 11,206, 728 6, 825, 542 
20,508,112 | 12,873, 609 8,492, 115 
13, 984,825 | 5, 908. 361 7, 986, 462 
13, 738,182 | 6,146,275 | 7,580, 900 
18,175,757 | 5, 972, 189 7, 208, 568 
11,856,822 | 5,950,386 5, 906, 436 
10,546,809 | 4, 671, 167 5, 875, 641 
11,509,486 | 5,644,874) 5,954,611 
13, 604,682.) 7,271,923 | 6,332,758 
15,838,832 | 9, 632, 067 6, 206, 704 
15,530,215 | 9, 764,271 5, 765, 43 
15,987,004 9,875,018] 6,061, 956 
16, 629, 104 * 9,211, 740 7, 417, B54 
14,612,990 | 8,905,411 | 5, 707,578 
14,261,224 | 8,521,889) 5,739,385 
13,022,970 | 8,168,857) 4,854,112 
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These figures indicate net earnings of $15,000,000 a year from 
1870. We have other guides as to the value of this property. We 
'have the second lien. Onr claim is certainly senior to that of the 
stockholders. Central Pacific stock has never failed any year to 
‘pay dividends. In proof of this I quote from an interview of 
Dol. C. F. Crocker, vice-president of the Southern Pacific, pub- 
ape in the San Francisco Chronicle December 2, 1896, wherein 

says: 

The Central Pacific is not on velvet, but it is not in the d. of despair 
into which the Northern Pacific has fallen, and the stockholders have been 
receiving a small dividend every year. 

In the Weekly Financial Review of Henry Clews & Co. of Janu- 
ary 2, 1897, we find that Central Pacific stock pays dividends of 1 
‘per cent January and July. We also find in same authority the 
stock itself quoted at from $12 to $16.25, and the stockof the Union 
[Pacific quoted at $8.50. 

That would indicate that in the judgment of the men whose 
{business it is to buy and sell these stocks every day in the open 
‘market the roperty is worth at least $15,000,000 over and above 
‘all the bon ebt. 

And yet this bill is brought in on the astounding assumption 
[that this great not sell for more than $61,000,000. 
The committee says: The roads would, of course, go for what 
they would fetch, subject to the first-mor bonds, which it is 
[believed would yield little or nothing for the Government on its 


These railroads now owe the Government $112,000,000; prior 
iens pa „000,000 sinking fund), $61,000,000. If the property 
sells for 78,000,000 at foreclosure sale, it will pay the Govern- 
ment debt, princi and interest, dollar for dollar. Five per cent 
considered good profit on property of this kind. 
The question now is, Will a railway system which earned a net 
me 1 755 cent on 8280,00, 000 from 1870 to 1894 now sell for 
> ? 

There is a margin of over $100,000,000, besides the value of the 
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i 
ing law, the bill proposes to give these people the whole debt of! 
$112,000,000 and a bonus of $116,000,000 straight from the Federal 
Treasury besides. 

Instead of collecting this debt now due the Government, the 
bill proposes to loan these people $112,000,000 for eighty-five years 
at 2 per cent interest. We are paying 33 r cent. 
The difference between 3} per cent 5 — t the money costs us) 
and 2 per cent (What it is proposet toc zgo them) is a clear do- 
nation in money and would amount to $228,000,000 in eighty-five 
years. : 8 

Therefore I say that this bill, when stripped of all disguises, 
means not only an abandonment of the debt now due the Govern- 
ment, but a gratuitous donation of over 8100, 000, 000 besides. 

By skillful dividing the proposed annual payments and parad- 
ing some of them as principal and some as interest, it is made to 
a as if the debt would all be paid, interest and princi in 
eighty-fiveyears, But the fact remains that if all the payments were 
counted as interest they would never amount to 3 per cent in any 
one year. Heretofore the prior lien has only been 961,000,000. l 
the pakte Fane Now it is proposed to increase the first 
gage to $107,000,000 and make it cover the terminals and branches, 
which are already mo for more than they are worth. This 
would have the effect of not only increasing the prior lien 
$47,000,000, but it would also place the Government in the posi- 
tion of guarantor of the first mortgage thus increased. Few, if 
any, of the branch lines pay operating expenses, while the business 
they rian the main line is about 60 per cent clear profit to the 
main line. 

Instead of applying the earnings to the extinguishment of the 
debt, they have been divided among the stockholders as dividends 
on watered stock or squandered on fraudulent contracts in the 
construction of other railroads, sometimes competing lines. The 
Southern Pacific was built out of the earnings of the Central 
Pacific. Thus were the earnings not only diverted from the Fed- 
eral Treasury, but used to destroy the road on which the Govern- 
ment had a lien by creating a rival and bed so running both roads 
as to give the Southern Pacific the profitable business. 

The branches will never be abandoned. The capital invested in 
their construction can never be reclaimed. Somebody will operate 
them, even if they must be run at a loss, and as long as they run 
they are bound to furnish more or less business—of a very profit- 
able character—to the main line. Asitis, the owners of the main 
line get all, or nearly all, the benefit of the branches without in- 
curring the loss and risk of operating them. 

In this view of the case the owners of the main line would clearly 
be better off to have somebody else own and operate the branches, 

If I owned the main line, I would not take the branches as a gift, 
although I would be very glad to have other ple operate the 
branches, even if [had to pay them 50 pe cent of the gross receipts 
from whatever business they might ish to or from the main 


E. 
3 If they can not be bought or leased, 
they can be duplicated. It is nearer from Fremont to Blair, where 
the Government practically owns a bridge, than it is from Fre- 
mont to Omaha. Any city on the Missouri would gladly donate a 
bridge, as any city on San Francisco Bay would gladly give the 
ground and buildings to be made a terminus. 

Advocates of the bill seem appalled, and are trying to stagger 
the House on account of the itude of the first mort „ 
Sixty-one million dollars seems a large amount of money, but it 
must be borne in mind that we have $33,000,000 actual accumulated 
cash in the sinking fund now at our command, available to apply 
on the first mortgage, and that the roads are actually earning 
about $15,000,000 a year over and above operating expenses, 

The 5 8 1 shown 55 oy ah 5 only be 
necessary to raise abou „000, to off t mortgage. 
and buy all ne terminals. sit 

If we are afraid of the first mortgage now, how can we 
our successors to be any braver if we now add to it $47,000,009 
more and Ieaye the way open to run it up to $500,000,000 when 
the ane interest of nearly a century shall have done its 
work? 

They tell us, sir, we are weak, but when shall we be stronger? 

Never. 

The Government directors in their report in 1895 advised fore- 
closure. In 1896 they renewed the same recommendation. They 
have never advised funding or extending in any such way as pro- 
posed in this bill. They have from long years of training in the 
service of the Government become experts and specialists. Their 
advice should count for something. What are we to do, then? 
My answer is simply, Do nothing. There is nothing for us to do 
unless we want to giveaway therights and the money of the Uni 
States. The laws creating these railroads provided all the ma- 
chinery for enforeing the rights of the Government. when the 
fullness of time ghoul come and the default occur. The time has 
come, and the default. The clock has at last struck the hour, 
We can now either foreclose or the Secretary of the Treasury can 
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simply take possession of the property without foreclosure, as pro- 


vided in the original act. 

In neither event is Government operation necessary, We have 
of late years been too well accustomed to seeing the Government 
operate railroads through receivers to be scared at that. 

The enforcement of our rights is now an executive function and 
not a legislative one, and I for one am willing to rely with confi- 
dence on any administration in the belief that the President of 
the United States will protect the rights and the 5 of the 
United States. He is sworn to faithfully execute the laws. I 
believe he will do it. There are laws enough now on this subject. 
All they need is enforcement, and if given a chance the President 
will doit. The Reilly bill of last Congress po ed to give us 
first mortgage and 3 per cent interest. This bill offers a second 
mortg and only 2 per cent. We who spurned that bill and 
rejected it by an overwhelming vote ce y can never vote for 

8. 


this. 

Mr. DANIELS. I move to strike out the last word. 5 

In my judgment we can not adequately determine what is the 
obligation and the duty of the United States at the present time 
without looking at the circumstances which existed prior to and 
contemporaneous with the construction of these railroads. At 
that time the States were disintegrating themselves, and threat- 
ened the destruction of the Union. There was no means of com- 
munication between the East and the West except by sea and by 
crossing the Isthmus of Darien. This communication was liable 
to be interrupted and broken up at any time by the interposition 
of the war vessels of the Southern Confederacy. It was regarded 
as an imperative necessity, therefore, that a means of communica- 
tion should be created ough the country that could not be 
subjected to these risks. Every loyal person from one end of the 
country to the other felt the necessity of establishing communica- 
tions between the East and the West and connecting these extremi- 
ties substantially together. x ; > 

The people at that time were earnest in their desire that these 
railroads 3 be built for the purpose of so uniting the coun- 
try and operating this means of communication. There was no 
private company, no private interest, that could raise the funds 
necessary to construct the railways, and accordingly the Gov- 
ernment, actuated by the highest patriotism, concluded it to be 
necessary to aid and assist, by its subsidies in land and other- 
wise, the construction of the railroads. The circumstances were 
all looked upon carefully and weighed deliberately, and it was 
concluded that it was the only manner in which the construction 
of these roads could be assured. The people were all desirous that 
the object should be attained and secured, too, by the interposi- 
tion of the Government of the United States; and they were all 
satisfied at the time that these measures were enacted that what 
the Government had done for the purpose of securing this great 
enterprise assured the success of its operation. 

There was no feeling at that time, and none until long after 
these roads had been constructed, the action of the Gov- 
ernment, that the people had not received what they regarded as 
a full equivalent for all the Government had given by its subsi- 
dies and assistance; and the railways have hitherto connected and 
united the East and the West together, and secured a means of 
transit which at the time when it was first projected was beyond 
the attainment of all possible private enterprise. The country has 
received what it deemed to be just and proper, and a fair return 
for what was given to assure the success of this great enterprise 
in that time. ‘These are the circumstances under which we are 
required to look at the situation. We must look at the circum- 
stances and facts which were contemporaneous with this action of 
the Government to judge ofits wisdom. The Government deemed 
it to be proper, deemed it to be wise, to make these concessions 


and to expend these resources upon these companies; and if the 


companies and their promoters did, as they undoubtedly did, make 
alarge profit out of this assistance, the Government considered 
that itself received an equivalent for it from the success of this 
great enterprise, and the profit has resulted to the companies by 
reason of the circumstance that it was not then adequately un- 
derstood, and could not be understood, what would be the benefits 
resulting to the companies and their promoters from the great con- 
cessions that were made to promote the construction of these rail - 
ways. These benefits are beyond the power of the present to 
recall. 
It was also believed, as the fact turned out to be, that this enter- 
rise, in its success, would tend to promote the settlement of new 
Blates in that part of our country, às well as to unite the East and 
the West internally together. 
great services to the poopie of the United States, and to a 3 
great extent certainly have furnished an equivalent for that whic 
they received from the Government for the purpose of aiding in 


their construction. We can not recall or rectify the past; neither 


can we say that the concessions that were made, either in the form 
of subsidies or by grants of land,in view of all the circumstances, 
were improperly made, They have become a fixed fact in the 


These railroads have rendered. 


legislation of the 8 and now the question before us is simply 
what we shall do to settle this long-standing controversy. 
Here the hammer fell. 

r. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
the time of the gentleman from New York be extended for three 
minutes. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Mr. Chairman, I have no objection to any 
extension of time on the other side, but every man from the Pacific 
Coast has been shut out from the general debate, and I will con- 
sent to this extension only on condition that some of us on this 
side 1 additional time. 

Mr. HEPBURN. There will be no consent of that kind given, 
Mr. Chairman. If the Foreman was shut out yesterday, it was 
by his own election, and not as a basis for this kind of proposition. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request that the 
time of the gentleman from New York be extended three minutes? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DANIELS. Without detaining the House unnecessarily, 
Iwill simply add that the settlement of this indebtedness between 
the Government and these companies has become an urgent mat- 
ter—one of the most urgent before the Congress of the United 
States. Heretofore several propositions have been advanced with 
the view of securing a settlement, propositions much more advan- 
tageous to the companies than the one now before the House. One 
of the latest of those propositions was rejected by the House of 
Representatives, in part because it proposed to surrender the sink- 
ing fund to the companies, and also proposed to give them great 
advantages beyond that surrender. The bill before us has been 
drawn carefully and plainly. It is a measure which is believed 
to be the best that can be obtained at this time for ending this 
dispute which has come so frequently before the United States 
Congress, and in my judgment no better service can be rendered 
to the people of this country than the prompt passage of this bill 
and the adjustment of this controversy in the manner proposed by 
it, instead of leaving it as a legacy to the new Administration, to 
annoy, embarrass, and torment that Administration when it shall 
come into existence. 

The message of the President of the United States shows that 
the present Administration is in fayor of an adjustment of this 

uestion, and, as I have already said, this bill seems to be the best 
the circumstances will permit us to expect. Therefore, for 
the purpose of closing up the controversy and securing tothe Gov- 
ernment the best results that it can probably get under all the 
circumstances of the case, I think the House should pass this bill, 
and let the past be buried without further animadversions, criti- 
cisms, or condemnation. The of this bill will promote the 
interests and the quiet of the country, and will give the Govern- 
ment all that there is any reasonable ground to expect it can pos- 
sibly secure from these companies. The controversy has been too 
long open. The people expect it to be closed, and no proposition 
for the purpose of closing it has been brought before the House 
that seems to be so well adapted to that object as the one now 
under consideration, which the House will soon be called upon 
to either adopt or reject. In conclusion, I can dono better than to 
add the following letter, received this mo: from a distin- 
guished merchant and trader of the city of New York: 


New YORK, January 8, 1897. 


DEAR SIR: The National Board of Trade, at its last annual convention, 
appointed a committee, of which Iam chairman, to present to Congress its 

ews on certain measures connected with transportation interests, among 
which is the Pacific railroads funding bill, which is before the Hoase at the 
present time, The business interests of the country believe that a settlement 
of this question would be an important factor in reestablishing confidence in 
commercial and financial circles, and that the Powers bill should pass. 

Whatever differences of opinion exist, the facts remain that the original 
roads were a necessity; that the Government gave land grants to encourage 
competing roads, which reduced the 3 power of the original roads and 
made it impossible for them to meet their obligations at the time stipulated, 
and that the realized advantages of their construction have been so great 
that the benefit of any doubt should be given on the side of refunding the 
obligations. Outside of a small ic minority, who would be glad to see 
all the agencies of production and distribution “nationalized.” the great 
majority of the American people believe in individual effort. If one section 
can have its products transported below cost at the expense of the other sec- 
tions, we would have commercial chaos, the consequences of which no one can * 
foresee. I therefore hope that when the question comes to a vote you 
be present and vote according to your own good judgment as to what is for 
the greatest seen. of the greatest number. 
F. B. THURBER. 


Faithfully, yours, 
P. S. We also need an amendment to the interstate-commerce law, giving 
railroads the same right of contract enjoyed by all other persons and co: 
rations. In no other way can unjust discriminations be prevented. Poo! 
by railroads is necessary to secure reasonable, uniform, and stable rates, an 
under the supervision of the Interstate Commerce Commission there is no 
danger of an abuse of this power. The National Board of Trade, representin, 
the views of the average shipper, as distinguished from that of the favo’ 
ate A in favor of this amendment as well as a uniform classification of 
re $ 


Hon. CHARLES DANIELS. : 
[Mr. GROSVENOR addressed the committee. See Appendix.] 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I had not the pleasure of 
hearing those gentlemen who participated in the first day’s general 
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debate on this 
debate of yeste: 
to-day. In the light of the statements, estimates, and arguments, 
I shall cast my vote against this bill. It seems to me that the 
House is entitled to a complete financial exhibit of the affairs of 
this corporation in its relation to the Government. We ought to 
have an ample and complete fiscal exhibit. We are dealing with 
an alle insolvent debtor. The information thus far furnished 
to the House—at least so far as the debate of yesterday and to-day 
is concerned—relates mainly to the indebtedness of the Govern- 
ment and the amount of the first-mortgage bonds. It appears by 
the statements of gentlemen who have examined this question 
that the Government has loaned its bonds upon which it has paid 
interest, and that these companies are thus liable to the Govern- 
ment to the amount of, perhaps, $112,000,000. Italso appears that 
there are first-mortgage bonds ahead of the second-mortgage bonds 
of the Government amounting to about $61,000,000. In other 
words, the aggregate of the first and second mortgage liabilities is 
about $175,000,000—something near that, in round numbers. 

Now, it becomes material to us as business men to know the 
value of the railroad pro upon which these two mortgages 
rest. What is the value of the 2,200 or more miles of road upon 
which the Government has a second lien? What is the value of 
the terminal facilities that are proposed to be included in the 
mort; contemplated by this bill? What is the value of the un- 
aided lines proposed to be includedinthebill? What is the amount 
of the mortgages already existing upon these unaided lines? What 
is the amount of the liability, if any, upon these terminal facilities? 
The House is entitled to this information. The gentleman from 
Vermont—the chairman of the committee—is an able and well- 
informed gentleman, and can no doubt give us this information. 
If it has been already given I have not heard it—— 

Mr. POWERS. I wish to say 

Mr. DOCKERY. Weare entitled to a complete exhibit, so that 
when we make a statement of assets and liabilities this House and 
the ccuntry will know the resources of these companies available 
for the payment of this debt. 

Mr. POWERS rose, 

Mr. DOCKERY. I yield to the gentleman. * 

Mr. POWERS. The gentleman has said that he was not pres- 
ent during the first day’s debate on this subject 

Mr. DOCKERY. tis true. 

Mr. POWERS. At that time this matter was fully stated. If 
the gentleman will examine the RECORD and the reports on this 
case, he will find all this information. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Ishould be glad to have the gentleman state 
to the House the total estimated value of the terminal facilities 
pro to be included in this mortgage. 

WERS. The total value, at the v lowest possible 
estimate, is certainly not less than $15,000,000. Some well-in- 
formed persons say that the terminals at Denver alone are worth 


uestion, but I was an attentive listener to the 
ay and to the debate so far as it has progressed 


$10,000,000. 
Mr. DOCKERY. What are the liabilities existing to-day against 
those terminal facilities? - 


Mr. POWERS. Those liabilities consist simply of a first mort- 
gage which goesintoand formsa of the fifty-four-million-dol- 

ar 1 covers the Whole thing. 

Mr. Y. Then, as I understand from the gentleman, 
the net value of the terminal facilities, according to his estimate, 
is $15,000,000 over and above existing liabilities. 

Mr. POWERS. Yes; at the very lowest estimate. 

Mr. BOATNER. The gentleman does not mean over and above 
existing liabilities? 

Mr. POWERS. No; not over and above existing liabilities. 
There is a small first mortgage on all these properties; but that 
first mortgage, by the way, is included in the new first mortgage 
that the bill contemplates shall be executed. 

n a KERY. Now, there are certain unaided lines to be 
included. 

Mr. POWERS. All are covered by the first mortgage, I think. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Whatis theamount of the first mortgage now 
existing on the unaided lines? 

Mr. POWERS. I can state it in a word. 

0 5 DOCKERY. I shall be glad to hear the gentleman’s state- 
ment. 

Mr. POWERS. The first mortgage on the entire system, in- 
cluding terminals, including branch lines, including aided and 
unaided portions, aggregates $54,000,000. The first mortgage prior 
to a 8 the Government on the aided lines is included in that 
estimate. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But what I want to get at are the existing 
conditions. First, we want to know what is the fiscal situation, 
and then we desire to understand what you propose. 

Mr. POWERS. On the aided portion of the lines the mor e 
in round numbers is $33,000,000 in the case of the Union Pacific 
and twenty-seven or twenty-eight million dollars 

Mr. D RY. I hope the gentleman will give us the totals. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. Dockery] has ci igh 

Ral POWERS. Lask that the gentleman may have three min- 
utes longer, 
acs DOCKERY. I should be glad to have that much additional 

e. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to extending the time of 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. DockERYy]? The Chair hears 
none. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The gentleman states that the complete 
exhibit for which I have been asking was given in his remarks on 
the first day of this debate. I stated at the outset of. my remarks 
that I had not heard the 3 speak and had not had time 
to read his speech in the REcorp. But what I want to know and 
what the House is entitled to know is the amount of the first 
mortgage upon the total line, then the amount of the Govern- 
ment lien as it exists to-day. Now, it is proposed, as I understand, 
to include certain unaided lines. 

Mr. POWERS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DOCKERY. And certain terminal facilities. I assume 
that mortgages exist upon these unaided lines and these terminal 
facilities. 

Mr. POWERS. They do. 

Mr. DOCKERY. If we can get at the estimated value of the 
new lines, the unaided lines, and the terminal facilities, over and 
above the amount of the existing mortgages, and a practical esti- 
mate of the value of the 2,200 miles of road, we may then be able 
to determine something as to the solvency of the debtor. 

Mr. POWERS. I would state to the gentleman from Missouri 
that on the aided pees of the line the underlying existing first 
mortgage on the Union Pacific is $33,000,000 in round numbers. 
The new obligation of the road will amount to $54,000,000, which 
shows about $21,000,000 more than the first mortg: 
covers the unaided lines, plus the terminals and plus the branch 
lines. Now, the branch line of what is known as the Kansas 
Pacific system extends from Kansas City westward for a distance 
of some 394 miles. As J have just stated, the addition of these lines 
carries the amount to $54,000,000. The Government mortgage at 
present rests only on the aided portions of the line, and carries a 
maximum of, say, $33,000,000 in round numbers. So, under this 
proposed arrangement, we will own all of these lines; that is, that 
we will have a mortgage upon them all for the amount of 
$54,000,000, and thus get possession of property estimated within 
the last six years by the commission appointed for that purpose 
to be worth $92,000,000; and this has n enhanced by recent 
increases in the way of depots, side tracks, facilities, and so on. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Now, then, if the gentleman will permit me 
and I desire to dealin round numbers, for it is impossible to fix 
in the memory with the necessary accuracy these detailed figures 
but I would like to know, in round numbers, his estimate of the 
value of all the 1 included in the bill that he has pre- 
sented, covering the 2, 200 miles of road, the terminal facilities, and 
5 . lines? Let us have in round numbers the value of all 
of them. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Missouri 
has expired. 

Mr. POWERS. I would like to ask another minute's time. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the absence of objection, the gentleman 
will proceed for a minute longer. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. POWERS. There is no question, I would say to the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, from the most conservative estimates mada 
with reference to the value of this property. including the depots, 
side tracks, equipment, and so on, t the property is worth 
from forty-five to n dollars a mile, 

Mr. DOCKERY. ell, what is the total? Wehave been deal- 
ing with totals in regard to the indebtedness of the Government. 
What is the gentleman’s estimate of the value of this 8 hd 

Mr. PO RS. Well, it is forty-five times two thousand, or 
about ninety-odd million of dollars, I should say, in round num- 
bers, without stopping to calculate exactly. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Is that the total? 

Mr. POWERS. But, if the gentleman will permit me, I have 
only included one road. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Well, what is the total, including all of them? 

Mr. POWERS. Taking the whole of them, it is in the neigh- 
borhood of $170,000,000 in value. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That I understand to be the estimated value 
of all of the property included in your bill, against which stands 
the indebtedness of the roads, including the first and second 
mortgages, 

Mr. POWERS. If the gentleman will pardon me an interrup- 
tion, I can give him the exact figures quoted by the commission. 
We have, in this report of the commission, a total value, esti- 
mated, in the Union Pacific system, of about $230,900,000. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
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Mr. BOATNER. Mr, Chairman, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
GROSVENOR] a few minutes ago cited the case of the United States 
against Stanford in support of the proposition that the Govern- 


ment had no right of action inst the directors and officers of 
these railway companies for restitution of the property and 
assets of the companies of which they had unlawfully possessed 
themselves. But the Stanford case has no reference whatever to 
this question, and it does not bear upon it directly or indirectly. 

In that case the United States undertook to avail itself of a 
statute of the State of California which makes the stockholders 
of all corporations liable for the debts of the corporation in pro- 
prun to the stock they hold in such corporation. The Supreme 

mrt merety held in that case that the rights of the United States 
in the premises depended upon the statutes of the United States 
creating the corporation itself, and authorizing the issue of stock, 
and that the United States could not avail itself of the statutes 
of California for the p of maintaining a personal action 
not authorized and i by the statutes of the United States 
in the act creating the corporation. So that proposition, as quoted 
by the gentleman, has no reference to the question now pendin; 
before 15 e House and to which the gentleman from Ohio addresse 

So far as this question is concerned, it appears to me that if 
the gentlemen who are so 1 investigating its legal 
aspects would look at it from the standpoint of the interests of 
the United States there would not be very much difficulty in 
reaching a satisfactory mode of obtaining a business settlement 
of it. a private individual owned the debt of the United States 
against these railroads, the first step he would take would be to 
get in the hands of the officers of law all of the assets of the 
corporation which could be subjected to the payment of his debt. 
That can easily be 5 It can be accomplished readily 
if this body will enact the simple business I on necessary to 
reach it. ese railroads have defaulted on their obligation to the 
United States Government, or they will do so unless they pay 
what they owe the Government. If they do this, that renders 
any action on our part unnecessary. If they do not, then the 
United States must take the necessary steps to poret its rights. 

Under the plain terms of the decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, rendered in 1878, the time for action bythe 
Government has arisen. It is now perfectly competent for Con- 
gress to forfeit the charters of these companies, to that their 
affairs be put in the hands of receivers or of liquidators, and to 
direct those liquidators to bring theactions which these companies 
should have brought long ago, and which they would have brought 
had they not always been dominated by the very individuals whose 
interests would be affected by the suit to recover what was due 
these companies. We could easily put these companies into the 
hands of liquidators or receivers, whomight be authorized to bring 
suit against the directors and officers for the funds of which they 
have unlawfully deprived the companies, and i the stock- 
holders for the stock which they have received and for which 
those stockholders have never paid. . 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Will the gentleman allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. ATNER. Just one moment. If these suits shall be 
decided adversely; if it shall be decided by the courts of the United 
States that these actions do not lie; if the Supreme Court reverses 
its decision of 1878 in the case of The United States vs. The Union 
Pacific Railway Company, it will be time for us to take into con- 
sideration what we ought to do in the way of funding and extend- 
ing these debts. But certainly, sir, in advance of a legal decision, 
in advance of any accurate and reliable knowledge of what the 
decision of the court will be, or what the result of this litigation 
will be, we ought not to give the indorsement of this Government 
to the most flagitious frauds which have ever been committed in 
the administration of a publie trust. I now yield to the gentle- 
man from Ohio. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Is there es yer this bill which 
prevents these suits from being brought, if this bill is passed? 

Mr. BOATNER. Why, most unquestionably. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Have you read the bill? 

Mr. BOATNER. Yes, I have read the bill. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Do you not know that the last lines of 


the bill provide that very thing? 

Mr. BOATNER. Mr. i I will meet that question. 
The gentleman certainly must know, as a lawyer, that the very 
moment he makes a settlement with his principal debtor, any- 
thing in the line of a creditor's bill, anything in the shape of a 
collateral action against anyone else for that debt, immediately 
perishes, and can not be preserved. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Have you read the last lines of this 


bill? 
Mr. BOATNER. 


can not do it. This is one of the 


things Pekar the 2 2 of Congress to do. 
The C The time of the gentleman has expired. 


Mr. BOATNER. I should like to have another minute. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks that his time be ex- 
tended one minute. Is there objection? 

was no objection. 

Mr. BOATNER. Why, the gentleman knows that the United 
States can not receive in payment from the Union Pacific and 
from the Central Pacific bo in settlement of its debt, and then 
turn around and sue anybody else with r to that debt. 
These — 5 would plead this settlement as a discharge, and that 
the United States had no interest to prosecute the claim to which 
I have referred. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. When the act under which the settle- 
ment is ge dogs that we may do so? 

Mr. BOA “ at is a necessary consequence of the pas- 
sage of any funding bill, that it would 577 a complete disc . 
ere e who are indebted to the Union Pacific and to the 
Central Pacific can only be reached by actions brought through 
those co tions. 

Mr. OLD of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, I desire to add 
a few remarks to what Isaid yesterday. In the first place, I want 
to refer to some alleged facts and submitted by the gentle- 
man from Missouri . HUBBARD]. It is said that figures will 
not lie, but it depen y on who makes the figures, 

In the first place, in his calculation as to the proposition by thereor- 
ganization committee, the gentleman only counts some $30,000,000 
of principal in that calculation, when he should have counted 
approximately $55,000,000. In the second place, that ees 
which I now hold in my hand, provided, among other things, 
that the Government should be ual with the first lien as it 
now exists to the extent of $35,000,000, and that a blanket mort- 
gage of $100,000,000, a first mortgage, should be placed on this 
property, thirty-five millions of which should go to the Govern- 
ment. For the balance of our indebtedness we were to take stock. 
Now, it made the Government practically a partner with that 
first m re to the extent of $35,000,000, and practically, as you 
will see, obligated the Government to look after the interest. 
The other parties to the mortgage would say, We can not pay 
the interest, the earnings of the roads will not permit us to do it, 
and therefore let the Government come down and pay our 4 per 
cent interest.” 

That was one of their propositions. In other words, the syndi- 
cate comes in, represented is Seat Marvin Hewitt, of the Chicago 
and Northwestern, and Mr. Depew, of the New York Central, and 
they ask the small sum of $6,000,000 of this preferred stock for 
services in getting this proposition through. Our committee aban- 
doned that and took up the calculations. We have submitted it 
here to the gentleman from Missouri Mr. HUBBARD] and every 
member of the committee, except, pe aps, the gentleman from 
Louisiana, who is very rarely present in committee, as he has 
been continuously engaged in acontest. We have made caleula- 
tions ad infinitum, and we have brought before this House a bill 
which we submit in good faith, and I believe it is the best ible so- 
lution of this difficulty. What more does this involve? It wassug- 
gested here in the argument yesterday that a bill should have been 
presented covering the entire road making thisoneline. Any 

ntleman who is a member of the legal profession will see that 

t is absolutely impossible by any act of Congress or by any court 
in existence to say that we can legislate so that we can make one 
line of these two. That can only be accomplished by a foreclosure 
and a purchase of both lines, and operating them under a new 
charter as one road. 

There is another proposition that I desire particularly to call 
the attention of the committee to in this matter, and that is this: 
That if this bill does not pass it means Government foreclosure. 
It means Government ownership of the road. Now, what does 
foreclosure mean? It simply means the United States must pay 
off this 3 of $60,000,000 against the two com- 
panies, and that $60,000,000 more of Government bonds shall be 
issued. Within the last two years we have had $262,000,000 of 
Government bonds issued; and I want to ne to the people of this 
House now, that the people of the Uni States are tired of 
issuing Government bonds. The defeat of this bill simply throws 
upon the United States and the next Administration the necessity 
of the issuance of at least $60,000,000 to protect itself against the 
first lien against this property. Neither admitting nor denyin; 
any bullen of f of à generation it must be admitted tha 
the building of the Pacific railro was t in conception, 
marvelous and masterful in execution, and most beneficent in 
results. It is such genius and force as that possessed by men like 
Mr. Huntington which have made this a great nation and usa 


Elere the hammer fell.] z 


[Mr. HILBORN addressed the committee. See Apperidix.] 
un HARRISON. I desire to offer a substitute for the pending 
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The proposed substitute of Mr. Harrison was read, as follows: 
or a the enacting clause in the bill and insert the following, 


pon 
the owners of said railroads: i Thai y 
Saia shall be submitted in writing to tho President for his approval or dis- 


the next regular session 
‘of their failure to settle said indebtedness or any 


d. 

“SEC. 4. t the sum of $5,000, or so much thereofas may be necessary, be, 
and is hereby, ap] riated, out of any funds in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropria! to efray the expenses of said commission in carrying out the 
provisions of this act.’ 


The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, this substitute will be 
considered as ding. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Mr. Chairman, the other day I had printed 
in the Recorp a substitute which I now ask unanimous consent 
to offer as a substitute for the substitute of the gentleman from 
Alabama.and for the pending bill. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL] asks 

mission to offer a substitute, which has already been printed in 
The Recorp, and which he now sends to the Clerk's desk—a sub- 
stitute for the substitute offered by the gentleman from Alabama. 
Is there objection to the substitute of the gentleman from Texas 
being considered as pending? The Chair hears none, and it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. This substitute is very lengthy, and I 
think perhaps it will not be necessary to take up time in reading 
it just now. I ask that the reading be dispensed with. 

Tho CHAIRMAN. The 8 from Texas asks that the 
reading of his substitute, Which has already been printed in the 
Rheokb, be dispensed with. Is there objection? 
none. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Mr. Chairman, the bill under consideration is 
decidedly the worst measure for the settlement of the Pacific rail- 
road debts ever offered to Congress. the worst proposition that has 
evercome from those companies. Twoyearsago, in the Fifty-third 
Congress, the Reilly bill, an infinitely better bill than this, was voted 
down because of its viciousness, yet it was far more favorable to the 
Government than this bill. Here are the differences between the 
two: The Reilly bill extended the period for the payment of these 
debts for fifty years at 3 per cent per annum interest, while this 
bill extends debts for eighty-six years at 2 per cent per annum 
interest. The pany bill proviđed for a first mortgage on each of 
the roads to secure the Government; this bill provides for a second 
mortgage to secure the Government. 

The Reilly bill put no mortgages ahead of the lien of the Gov- 
ernment except those now superior to it; this bill puts other mort- 

es on terminals and feeders, amounting in the case of the Cen- 
al Pacific road to at least $14,000,000 more than the value of 
the so-called additional security now offered, ahead of the Govern- 
ment’sclaim. The majority of the committee has not stated what 
those additional securities are, has not stated what title the com- 
ies have to any of them, has not stated what. are the incum- 
ces now upon them, and has not stated whether any of those 
incumbrances overlap the aided ions of the road and are now 
subordinate to the Government hens. The only excuse for this is 
thatthe committee has not knowledge of the subject sufficient to give 
the information. The fact is, that there is a sixteen-million-dollar 
blanket mortgage resting on the Central Pacific system, which is 
a first mortgage on the Oakland Mole, the western terminus, so 
far as the proposition before the House is concerned, of the Cen- 
tral Pacific Railroad. It is a third mortgage on the remainder of 
the system, and is now subordinate to the present Government lien. 
Under the Powers bill it will all be included in the first mortgage 
and become prior to the Government lien. 

Now, the and Mole is not worth more than two to three 
million dollars, and at least $13,000,000 of the mortgage now sub- 
ordinate to the Government lien is to be made prior to it. In that 
item alone the Government is made $13,000,000 worse off, with 
respect to its security, than it is to-day.. Every other piece of so- 
called additional security is mortgaged beyond its value. The 
California and Oregon Railroad has a first mortgage resting upon 
it which amounts to $4,000,000 more than the road is worth. 

The other feeders of the Central Pacific are mo: , every 
one of them, to the amount of not less than $40,000 a mile; how 
much more none of us know. The committee does not know 
enough about those properties or the titles or the incumbrances or 
the relation of the liens to each other to advise this House what it 


e Chair hears 


should do with. respect to them. Not a word of testimony was 
taken before the committee. Not a witness before it pat 8 his 
statement underoath. The committee invited gentlemen to come 
before it and make voluntary unsworn statements—the statements 
of interested parties and their agents, who for thirty years have 
been lying to Congress and to all others who have to deal 
with the interests of the Government in these matters. 

The surviving partner of Leland Stanford made an unsworn 
statement which is accepted as truth by the committee 
about matters concerning which Mr. Stanford refused to testify 
before the Pacific Railway Commission, and was released from 
the obligation to testify by the United States circuit court on 
habeas corpus proceedings. 

This failure of evidence to establish any of the facts essential to 
this settlement should of itself cause the House to reject this bill. 
Ihave repeatedly called the attention of the House and of the 
chairman of the committee to this ing and fatal defect in their 
showing. They do not deny it. oe not deny it. Vet, with 
. they still ask the House to be satisfied and 
pass the I say to you that this House will never be in a posi- 
tion to legislate intelligently for a settlement of these claims until 
a court of competent jurisdiction shall have tried and determined 
all questions relating to the validity of all alleged liens and the 
relation of all valid liens to each other. Suchadecreeisabsolutely 
necessary as a basis for legislative action, if any legislative action 
shall then seem wise or necessary, but to legislate now in the dark— 
in utter ignorance—on a question of such importance, would be 
m ‘ous. 

The interests of the Government are not in any danger. The 
Government will have no payments to make on the first mort- 

ages until foreclosure, nor after foreclosure, unless it beeomes 

e purchaser at the sale. The Government must pay its subsidy 
bonds, no matter whether the debts are funded or not, and noth- 
ing more, except the expenses of the litigation, need be paid at 
any time, the Government buys the roads. 

The Attorney-General has suggested certain amendments to the 
Thurman Act in mere matters.of procedure, which should be 
made, and let foreclosure proceed. 

Why, sir, for twenty-five years the validity of a large onos 
tion of the so-called first-mortgage bonds of the Central Pacific 
Railroad has been in issue. To the extent of several millions of 
dollars they were issued contrary to law, and not for the purpose 
of constructing the road. The Thurman Act. expressly reserved 
the question of their validity. 

This question was submitted to the Committee on Pacific Rail- 
roads. on an able brief prepared by Mr. John T. Doyle, of San 
Francisco. The committee made no report on that question 
but by its bill waives the rights of the United States in this behalf 
reserved by the Thurman Act. 

T raised this question on the discussion of the Reilly bill two 


years. ago, and then insisted that the reservation in the Thurman 


Act must have been made advisedly and for substantial reasons. 

Members of the committee then assured the House that the res- 
ervation was due merely to Senator Thurman’s cautious method 
of drafting bills and had no definite purpose. 

T have since examined the record of that debate and find that in 
answer to a question asked of him by Senator Sargent, while the 
bill was under consideration, Senator Thurman stated that the 
reservation was made and must be retained, because of the cer- 
tain invalidity of some of the first-mortgage bonds and the alleged 
invalidity of a great number of them. is reservation means 
3 million dollars to the Government and should not be 
waived, 

Four million dollars and upward have been unlawfully paid by 
these two companies to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company as a 
subsidy to keep up freight rates, and were fraudulently charged 
to operating expenses of the roads. 

These expenditures ean be recovered for the Governmentin the 
courts, but this bill will waive its right to compel the return of 
the money so diverted. 

The directors of both roads have been found to have diverted to 
themselves se fraudulent contracts made with close corpo- 
rations controlled by them—the Credit Mobilier in the case of the 
Union Pacific and the Contract and Finance Company in the case 
of the Central Pacific Railroad. The Pacific Railway Commis- 
sion shows in its report that they have diverted enough of assets 
to pay the present debts due the Government. Most of these 
diverted assets can be recovered by proper suits in equity, yet 
this bill waives the right of the Government to pursue them. 

The stockholders’ subscriptions have never m paid. They 
may be compelled to pay those subscriptions if the Government 
should fail to realize enough by a sale of the roads. This present 
right 8 the Government the committee asks Congress to waive by 

ill. 
uestions should lie pueia paroa Congress un- 

a compromise with the debtor companies. 

Again, the Central Pacific Railroad Company will cease to exist 
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on the 1st of June, 1911, by operation of the constitution and laws 
of the State of California, under which it was incorporated. 
Its lease of life can not be constitutionally extended unless it is 


expected to make an act of Con override the constitution of 
the State in a matter of purely domestic concern, such as the life 
of an artificial person created under the laws of the State. 

It is therefore absurd to contract with that company for pay- 
ments to be made after 1911. 

I am opposed to the whole refunding scheme. Foreclosure is 
the only sensible business method of dealing with these properties 
and claims as they now stand. 

I can not close these remarks without noticing some of the 
extraordinary statements made by the gentleman from California 
[Mr. Sta in his speech of yesterday. That h is the 
most remarkable instance that has ever come to m owledge of 
the resident of a glass house throwing stones, but I am concerned 
5 answering the attacks made and shall confine myself 
to that pu 7 

The gentleman said that I, among other Representatives from 
California, would support and vote for the Powers refunding bill 
if left free to follow my own convictions and judgment in the 
matter, and that I am opposing it against my conscientious con- 
victions solely on account of my fear of the San Francisco Ex- 
aminer and its proprietor, Mr. Hearst. By that statement he 
sought to brand me before this House as an unfaithful Repre- 
sentative. 

He further sought in the same speech to smirch my reputation 
by stating that I was the personal friend and official defender of 
Mr. Mega R. Hearst, whom he attacked in terms of foulest 

roach. 
ith respect to the first statement of the gentleman to which 
I have called attention, I say that it is absolutely false and with- 
out the slightest shadow of foundation in fact. I am opposing 
the Powers bill, as I have opponed all similar bills, solely on my 
own judgment and because I am conscientiously convinced that 
itis a vicious measure. 

As to the second statement of the gentleman to which I have 
called attention, I say that I am the 5 and political friend 
of Mr. William R. Hearst. I have known him personally since 
his childhood and know him to be a man of honorable character 
and strong human sympathy. In his journalistic career he has 
shown himself a man of the highest genius and of sterling worth. 
He sympathizes with the afflicted and gives largely of his means 
to relieve distress. He loves justice and contends for it. He 
hates injustice and opposes it practically. He hates oppression 
and fraud and scourges them in high as well as in low 3 
He has done more than any other hundred men to purify the pol - 
itics of California, and he is doing more to-day to purify the pol- 
ities and the political institutions of the United tes than an 
other man within its borders. But he has one grievous fault. 
He is not merciful to the tyrants or the corruptionists whom he 
assails. This fault causes bitter and sometimes powerful ene- 
mies (I do not refer to the gentleman from California) to rise up 

inst him. Every human reptile that formerly reveled in the 
corruption with which his efforts have interf hates him as it 
hates sunlight and uts venom at him whenever it gets into 
a place of comparative safety. In their rage for revenge the 
vicious ones whom he has assailed are not restrained by any con- 
sideration of conscience or veracity. The worst f oods that 

Uuted minds are capable of b ing are by them preferred to 
Fath. I am speaking now of the sources of the gentleman’s in- 
formation against Mr. Hearst. 

Now, sir, I sat here on Friday last and heard with mingled 
feelings of horror and disgust the scurrilous attack made by the 

mtleman from California [Mr. JoHNson] upon Mr. Hearst. 

t attack was false in every sentence—f in every charge. 
I brand it now as false in whole and false in every detail ; 

Mr. Hearst needs no defense at my hands in this or in any 
other matter. When the historian shall come to estimate his 
character, the venom of all the enemies that he has made in the 
service of his 1 and of civilization will not weigh inst it. 
But I would not feel that I had done my duty if I should permit 
so virulent an attack to be printed in the permanent record of 
via aga without placing in the same record the brand of its 


N. 
. I will not further notice any of the contemptible falsehoods 
concerning Mr. Hearst’s private life, but thecharge that he levied 
blackmail on the Southern Pacific Company tangible and 
requires some attention. The facts upon which this charge is 
based, as nearly as I can remember them, are these: About five or 
six years ago the Southern Pacific Company made a contract 
with the San Francisco Examiner for advertising, during the 
Monas Fair period, for thirty months, at the rate of $1,000 per 

month. 
The advertising matter was published and the agreed price paid 
by the company for twenty-two months. en a controversy 
arose. The iner had occasion to éđitorially denounce some 


schemes in Which the company was interested. The company 
insisted that because of its advertising patronage the Examiner 
should refrain from attacking its interests editorially. A 
Mr. Hearst, through his business manager, immediately replied, 
repudiating that principle of business, and stating that under no 
circumstances could the advertising patrons either affirmatively 
or negatively control the editorial or news columns of the paper. 
There the matter ended, until Mr. Huntington, a few months ago, 


in a moment of impotent anger, stated that he, or the company, 
had paid the $22,000 to the Examiner as blac Mr. Hearst 
immediately Poblished the contract and the co mdence con- 
cerning it. e gentleman from California [Mr. JoHNson] said 


that Mr. Hearst had admitted receiving $22 from Mr. Hunting- 
ton as blackmail. That statement is simply false. 

The gravamen of the charge of the gentleman from California 
in that transaction is that Mr. Hearst was not honest because he 
would not Key poogt 

I deny that Mr. Hearst was ever bought in that or in any other 
transaction; but far be it from me to deny that his accuser believes 
in the Tweedian definition of honesty, which he quotes with such 
hearty approval. 

I have said that the charges made by the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia against Mr. Hearst were false in whole and in detail. Need 
I say that they were maliciously made? I leave their characteri- 
zation in that respect to the members who heard the speech and 
saw its author during the delivery of that portion of it. Enough 
of Mr. Jonnson. ‘Too much JOHNSON.” 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Chairman, when I had the honor of 
reporting the rule for the consideration of this bill to the House I 
made 8 a careful examination, not of the merits of the ques- 
tion , for I had not the time to do that, but to ascertain what 
had been the position of the executive officers of the Government 
on the point as to whether we i io to take up the question and 
do something about it or not. I foundalmost an unbroken line of 
recommendations, from the President down, favoring some action 
by Congress upon the subject. I stated at the time we brought in 
the rule that however members might vote on the rule reported, 
it would not interfere with their voting, of course, as they pleased 
ar the consideration of the bill had been completed in the 

ouse, . 

But I was struck with one fact. If those having the power to 
foreclose the Government's mortgage did not proceed to do so, 
and turned toward the legislative branch of the Government for 
help, by the substitution of some other mode of action, it was to 
my mind prima facie evidence of the fact that there was not in 
their opinion a satisfactory remedy by foreclosure, And this 
discussion, Mr. Chairman, has confirmed in my mind the impres- 
sion made by that investigation, 

I have endeavored to avoid, in listening to this discussion, any 
influence Whatever upon my mind by the local motives of any 
member of the committee. I am not here to criticise local motives 
or. local aif kein, 3 assume ee evi apron! of this bory is, 

e myself, represent his people; and my own judgment 
is that little is to be gained by crimination, recrimination, or per- 
sonal abuse, or by assaults made on the motives of the advocates 
of either side of the question. 

Wehaveallof us discovered, no matter howlongin years our term 
of service has been, the impossibilityof obtaining a detailed knowl- 
edge of the various matters pending before the various committees 
of which we are not members. To Biss degree we are compelled 
to accept the information given to us by our colleagues on the 
several committees who have made careful and detailed examina- 
tion and determination of the matters referred to them. I find 
that out of 14 members on the Committee on the Pacific Railroads, 
12 of them are unanimous in recommending to this House that 
foreclosure proceedings is not the best thing for the Government 
in this matter. Eleven of them unitedly urge the proposition 
under discussion reported by the committee. One of them, the 

tleman from Texas [Mr. BELL], has a proposition of his own; 

mt he was forcible in his remarks in the expression of his opinion 

that foreclosure would not give the best results to the Govern- 
ment creditors. 

Now, stripping this question of a thousand matters that stand 
out in the past, we are brought face to face with the question of 
what is best for us to do for ourselyes as members of this body 
in respect to this indebtedness. I am not going to attempt to 
enter into the old, stale questions and allegations that have n 
thrown into this discussion in battalions, and which go back of 
and do not touch the vital question at issue. I try to look at this 
matter as if I owned this claim myself, or if a client had come to 
me and said, Mr. HENDERSON, counsel me as to what is best to be 
done to pet as much money as I can out of this claim, an inferior 
lien.” that light alone do I look at it. 

There are two things clearly demonstrated in my mind by the 
discussion. First, we all agree that the claim of the Government 
is a second and inferior lien and that the claim of the first lien 
holder takes precedence over ours and is first to be settled. 


1897.- 


The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I should like very much to be permitted 
to proceed for a few minutes longer. 

e CHAIRMAN, The gentleman asks for an extension of his 

time for five minutes. Is there objection? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Preliminary to consenting, I would like 
to e he tid it is that other gentleman can not have their time 
extended? 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman object? ; 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I shall not object. I only wanted to get 
that information. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Inever have made an objection in my life 
to such an extension. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman must not understand me 
as having made an objection. I only wished to ask why others 
could not have the privilege extended to them. Imade no objec- 
tion whatever. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I understand the position of my friend 
from Tennessee, and I believe in a full discussion of the matter. 
I shall not transgress beyond the five minutes kindly given to me 
by the committee. 

This first lien, it is evident to my mind, substantially exhausts 
the assets of the debtor companies. I am satisfied with the state- 
ments made in this debate that if the Government mortgages are 
foreclosed on the properties of these companies, the Government 
claim will be left substantially unsettled. Of that I feel satisfied 
from all that I have learned in the course of the discussion. 

Another thought occurs to my mind in considering this ques- 
tion. I believe that the plan proposed will substantially secure 
the Goyernment’s debt. ere are conflicting views in regard to 
this matter, but one fact stands out clearly in my mind in the 
event that we make this effort. If it does fail, we will know it 
within a reasonable length of time, and we will certainly be no 
worse off then than we are now. Standing here, then, trying to 
save $111,000,000 hopelessly lost by foreclosure proceed 
we not justified in endeavoring by this plan to save that sum for 
the Government, or at least to save the most of it? Are we not 
justified in taking what seems to be, and what the committee says 
is, the very best step in the premises? I have examined the bill 
carefully to see whether a default on the part of these companies 
authorizes promt action by the Executive, and I find that point 
carefully and fully guarded in the bill. Default makes all come 
due; so that if we are being played with, and good faith does not 
underlie the 8 presented by this bill, we lose but little 
time, and if default comes it is within our power to move along 
the lines now open to us and still protect ourselves so far as that 
protection will go. 

In brief, then, I feel this: All, or substantially all, will be lost 
by foreclosure. I hope that we may save all, or most of it, by 
compromise. If it were my own property, Mr. Chairman, I should 
endeayor by this . to save my claim, rather than rush 
into the vortex of the courts by foreclosure, when this investigat- 
ae and recommending committee, substantiated by my own 
ju ent, gives no encouragement for any satisfaction. 

ese are all the observations I care to make. 
Here the hammer fell. 
. McLACHLAN. 


r. Chairman, in the brief space allowed 
me for the discussion of this bill there is not time to refer but 
briefly to the history of the railroads under consideration. Under 
the law of 1862 the right of way was granted these railroads, 
12,600 acres of land given for every mile to be built, and subsidy 
bonds issued at the rate of $16,000, $32,000, and $48,000 per mile, 
according to the character of the country through which the roads 
were to be built. These bonds were to constitute a first-mortgage 
lien upon the property and were to be repaid in thirty years. 
This was a princely donation, but the originators realized that 
they could do better, and took no active steps for two years, when 
the land grant was doubled, the lien of the Government subordi- 
nated to a second place, and a first 1 allowed to be placed 
upon the property equal to the original grant of subsidy bonds, 
amounting to about $64,000,000. 
- Then the gentlemen comprising the original projectors of this 
scheme, whose combined capital was insignificant, built the Cen- 
tral Pacific for $58,000,000, capitalized it at $189,000,000, and di- 
vided the profits and Government subsidy among themselves. The 
Union Pacific was manipulated in a like manner through the Credit 
Mobilier, and as a result $324,000,000 was paid to.stockholders of 
the Pacific companies. In addition to the $64,613,000 of bonds re- 
ceived, there were 31,900,000 acres of land nted. But notwith- 
standing these princely fortunes accumulated by reason of the 
fabulous liberality of the United States Government, from the 
very inception of the enterprise there seems to have been a steady 
esign on the part of those who had grown rich by this liberality 
to prevent the Government from ever realizing anything upon the 
advances it had made or the obligations it had assumed. From 
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Polna fe lessors of the Southern Pacific Railroad lines in Califo; 
nia, New Mexico, and Arizona, the Central Pacific was p 
under control of the latter company and its earnings practically 
limited to a 2 per cent ares pac 

The roads were completed on May 10, 1869, and the Government 
delivered the last of the bonds. Five later, when the - 
road companies were asked to account for the 5 per cent of theit 
earnings provided by law to ve paa the United States, they denied 
that the roads were completed. This point was decided against 
them by the United States Supreme Court, and they then 5 
that there were no earnings, because they had been ended 
building branch lines upon which the Government no legal 
claim. They denied the rights of the United States to a lien on 
the terminals and the Omaha Bridge, and these questions are now 
pending in court. Both companies i exorbitant charges 
against the Government for carrying mail and yee and these 
were disallowed by the Court of Claims. They denied the right 
of the Government directors to meet with the directors of the 
Union Pacific Railroad Company. The Union Pacific, with an 
original mileage of 1,821.86 miles, now has 7,672.09, the differen 
being built out of the profits of the original grant, but upon whic 
the Government has now no legal lien. 

These railroad companies went openly into politics and put out 
railroad tickets in the Western States. So notorious did this 
become that when the Credit Mobilier scandal was exposed but 
little surprise was manifested. Then came the Wilson investiga- 
tion of 1873; and the reports of that committee present a most 
astounding state of affairs, Then the Thurman Act of 1878 was 
passed, requiring theroadsto pay in all of theirearningsfrom trans- 
portation of fall. troops, munitions of war, and 25 per cent of their 
net earnings, which constitutedasinkingfund. The railroad com- 
panies at once tested the constitutionality of this law. It wassus- 
tained by the United States Supreme Court, and suddenly, in 1890, 
seventeen years before the debt became due, the railroad companies 
started an active effort to have their indebtedness to the Govern- 
ment funded. There had been no intimation of insolvency prior 
to that time by either company. Their stock ranked high in the 
market; dividends were paid with clock-like regularity, but sud, 
denly it developed that they were “about to become insolvent, 
according to their own claims. 

In 1887 another commission reported, and this report, as in case 
of the Wilson committee, charged gross frauds from the inception 
of these companies. Acting upon these reports, the Fiftieth Con- 
gress passed a law authorizing the Executive and Attorney-Gen- 
eral to 1 to foreclosure in case the indebtedness was not 
paid. ery Congress since that time has been besieged by these 
companies. Is their past record such as to inspire confidence in 
the stability of any agreement they A make in the future? 

The first thing that a prudent man does when entering upon a 
contract is to put in figures just what he obligates himself to pay 
and what the other party is obligated to pay or do. 

It is a well-known fact that United States bonds can not be 
floated bearing a less rate of interest than 3} per cent. 

This bill provides that the Central and Union Pacific shall pay 
2 per cent interest on the uncanceled portions of their debts to the 
Government. In addition they are to pay ‘‘installments of princi- 
pal” aggregating $730,000 a year for the first ten years, $1,000, ji 
a year for the next ten, and $1,500,000 annually thereafter unti 
the debt is paid.“ 

The principal of the debts amounted on the Ist of the present 
month to about 8121, 140,942.39. 

The funding bill provides for certain offsets which reduce this 
Agere slightly. A 

e first annual payment made by the Central and Union Pacific 
will be $2,422,818.84 for interest and $730,000 for ‘‘installment,” or 
$8,152,818.84 in all. After that the railroads will pay less and less 
for ten years, when they will be paying for interest and install- 
ment combined $3,021,418.84, or 2.5 per cent. f 

During all this time the Government will be paying its own 
creditors on an equal amount of debt $4,239,932.98 a year in 
interest, none of which will be counted as an installment on the 
principal. In this period of ten heap the railroads will haye 
reduced the principal of their debt by $7,800,000, and yet they will 
lack $11,528,141.48 of having paid the Government as much for 
interest and penoa combined as it will have paid its creditors 
for interest alone on the money: it has been obliged to borrow by 
reason of the nonpayment of this railroad debt. 

The next year the“ installment” will increase toa million dollars, 
and that will bring up the total railroad payments for the year, 
including interest, to $3,276,818.84, or 2.7 per cent on the original 

ebt, 

From tħis point baat A will decline for ten years more, until T 
the tenth year they will amount to $3,096,818.84, or 2.56 per cent. 
In this period of ten years the total railroad payments for interest 
and principal combined will lack 810,531, 141.43 of meeting 
cost of similar loan to the Government for interest alone. 
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The railroads will then owe the Government $103,840,942.39, 
8 they will pay off at the rate of $1,500,000 a year until it is 
re. 


The first year this ‘‘ installment,” plus interest at 2 per cent, 
will amount to $3,576,818.84, which will be equivalent to 2.95 per 
cent on the original debt. That is the largest payment that will 
ever be made in any one year during the whole course of the liqui- 
dation, and it will fall short by $663,114.14 of the amount the 
Government will have to pay its creditors for interest alone dur- 
ing every one of the eighty-nine years the process will last, and 
every year thereafter until it chooses to pay the principal in full. 
These installments will clear off the entire debt in about sixty- 
nine years more, making about eighty-nine years from the begin- 


The last full year’s payment for interest and installments com- 
bined will amount to $1,540,000, or 1.27 per cent on the original 
debt, and about $2,700,000 less than the Government charges for 
interest alone on a similar debt. 

The state of the account at the end of the process will be this: 
In the first ten years the Government will have paid its creditors 
in imterest on the money it has been obliged to borrow by reason of 
the nonpayment of this railroad debt $11,528,141.48 more than it 
Will have received from the roads for interest and principal com- 

i In the next ten years its excess of payments reach 
810,531, 141.43. 

In the remaining sixty-nine years it will pay 8117, 025, 125.64 more 
pee it will receive. By the time the railroads have ‘‘ extinguished ” 

eir debt their aggregate payments to the Government for inter- 
est and principal combined lack $139,084,408,50 of the Govern- 
ment's payments for interest alone, taking no account for interest 
on interest. And while the railroads will then be free of the debt, 
the Government will still owe the wholeoriginal principal, amount- 
ing to $121,140,942. Its total loss from the funding operation, there- 
fore, will be $260,225,350. The total amount of the payments for 

incipal and interest under the provisions of this bill will amount 

about 2.8 per cent on the principal debt for eighty-nine years, 
and at this rate would leave the principal debt still unpaid and 
due the Government. 

This is not a proposition for the railroads to Pay the United 
States Government, but purely and solely for the United States 
to prenent it with millions of dollars more than they have already 
recei 

There is not a railroad company in the United States that would 
not pay pagan AY have its Indebtedness funded for ninety years 
at 2 per cent. No such proposition was ever made before, and I 
venture to say that no such proposition would ever be entertained 

‘for a moment by any money lenders in the world under similar 
circumstances. 


That it should have received the indorsement of the committee 
is astounding, and I can not think that they ever carried the fig- 
tres out and learned what the ition a 

This bill in effect des t the companies be given a 
clear receipt for all they have obligated themselves to pay, and, in 
addition to that, be nted with a further subsidy. 

Tt has been well in one of the minority reports that it is 
not shown this is the best we can do, and on the faceof the propo- 
sition it is evident that it is the worst we could do. 

The bill provides that the companies Shall double the amount 
of the present first-mortgage indebtedness, and, in return for this 
reducing the present value of the security to the Government, 
colla lines are included, all of which are heavily m 
Are they worth the amounts they are already mo ‘or? 
Are they not already mortgaged for more than they are worth? 
We have no information upon that subject. In fact, the bill 
shows that thecommittee possesses no information. It in terms 
makes a contract in ignorance of the facts upon which it rests, 
and makes it the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to ascer- 
tain the facts after the contract is made. Heis not empowered 
to change the con should the facts show it to be a bad one. 
It makes the contract a utely without the facts, and calls upon 
the Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain them afterwards. 
such a dealing in the dark be justified? 

But it is said, and emphasis given to: the statement on the floor 
of this House, that something must be done, and the time is short 
in which to do it, The question must be settled. Why must 
something be done? The time is short in whichtodo what? Has 
not the question been settled? 

The United States Government at enormous expense formed a 
commission com of three of the ablest lawyers in America. 
They heard testimony which fills ten immense volumes. They 
rendered their decision. That decision was ratified nine years 
ago by the Congress of the United States with the evidence before 
if and after long, exhaustive debates upon every phase of the ques- 

ion, Co acted and passed a law. 

Under the act of March 3, 1887, the President is authorized to 
direct the Secretary of the Treasury to ‘‘redeem or otherwise 
‘clear off such (any) paramount lien, mortgage, or other incum- 


brance” on these roads prior to that of the United States by pay- 
ing the sums lawfully due in respect thereof out of the So 
He is also authorized to direct the Attorney-General ‘to take all 
such steps and proceedi in the courts and otherwise that shall 
be needful to redeem such lien, mortgage, or other incumbrance, 
and to protect and defend the rights and interests of the United 
States in respect of the matter in this section mentioned, and to 
take steps to foreclose any mortgage or liens of the United States 
on any such railroad property.” 

Congress has declared that the matter should be settled in the 
only branch of Government where all of the law and equity can be 
adjusted—the judicial. Who has ever objected to this very proper 
mode of collecting this indebtedness, the only one which a private 
individual or a corporation would ever think of adopting through 
their attorneys? Have there been any pee any demands 
upon Congress that it should independently of the courts and the 
duly constituted legal authorities of the United States take this 
matter out of their hands? Have the people expressed a lack of 
confidence in the Executive and the Attorney-General? With 
the plenary power to make such settlement as will best subserve 
the interests of the people given by this law, has anyone accused 
the Attorney-General of incompetency to fulfill the duty imposed 
upon him? It is a matter of personal knowledge to every member 

this House that there have been no such protests from 70,000,- 
000 people. They are not only satisfied to let the law take its 
course, but through the columns of the press, in political conven- 
tions, in mass meetings, and by petitions they have demanded 
that the law take its course. For whom is the time short? Not 
for the Government, for this is not a proposition to effect a set- 
tlement, but to extend the time for a century and to burden an 
already bankrupt Treasury with t additional obligations. 
Whose interests are in jeopardy? To say that those of the Gov- 
ernment are is a reflection upon the Executive and the Attorney- 
General. Whence, then, comes this clamor? From the debtors 
only. Usnally it is the creditors who insist that a debt shall be 
adjusted, but every session of Congress since that which placed 
the whole matter in the law department where it properly belongs, 
Congress has been besieged by emissaries of these rail com- 

es, claiming that the people's interests demanded that a set- 
ement be made of a debt was not due, Are they afraid the 
courts will do justice, and do they believe they can influence Con- 
gron to prevent justice being done? The p ition is an insult 
every member of this body, butit is the only legitimate expla- 
nation of the constant presence of the Pacific railroad lobbies. 

In this case the Government is the creditor, the railroad compa- 
nies the debtors. Nine years ago the creditor placed this entire 
matter in the hands of its attorneys, with full power to protect the 
interest of the Government, and the debtors were notified of that 
fact. Ever since that time the debtors have been importuning the 
creditor to take the matter out of the hands of its attorney with- 
out even consulting him and settle it without the assistance of 
legal counsel. No course of that kind would ever be justified in 
case of an individual or a private e and not be in 
case of the Government. What will be the result if Congress fails 
to act? Why, there will be a full hearing in a court of competent 
jurisdiction and a decree rendered in accordance with the law and 

acts, protecting so far as possible the interests of all concerned. 
arenen s hae) a calamity calling for the hasty interposition of 
ngress 
I use the word ‘‘hasty” intentionally, for it would be hasty, to 
use the mildest term, for this Congress, without the assistance of 
a judicial commission and without exhaustive sworn testimony, to 
overrule the decision of the Fiftieth Congress, which had the ben- 
efit of those aids, and that, too, when no one except the railroad 
companies objects to the decision then reached. What will te 
the result if we do pass this bill? We must receive less than we 
pay out, relinquish even what control we have of these compa- 
nies, and tax posterity for the next ninety years—a monument of 
folly! Is this result so desirable that we will be chargeable with 
neglect of duty if we allow the law to take its course and thus fail 
to 5 this legacy of debt to our children and our children's 
c en 


But this has been likened unto a composition with creditors by 
which time is extended. It shows no such phase as presented in 
this Con; Robbed of all superfluous verbiage, it is simply a 
proposition that one creditor—the Government—pay the debts of 
the other creditors at 100 cents on the dollar, reduce the rate of 
interest more than one-third below actual cost of carrying, turn 
the property over to the debtors, allow them to retain all of the 
profits, and their remote descendants will pay the principal in 
case they feel so disposed. Any court in the United States would 
appoint a guardian over any man who would accept such a prop- 
osition, and treat him as non compos mentis upon the 4 
tion of any relative. It has not even the advantage o ing 
ingenious. 

It is objected that only one-seventh of these systems are em- 
braced in the main lines upon which the Government liens rest, 
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and that with these branches in the hands of the companies the 
‘main line can not do business. While I am not inclined to dispute 
that the tail may the dog, yet if the tail is cut off I do not 
ink the dog will die and the tail continue to wag. As these 
ranches are feeders to the main lines, they can only be operated 
in connection with the main lines, not in a with them. 
The branches may . more mileage and be more profitable 
than the main lines, but the former can not be operated at all 
without the latter, and as the more they carry the more profitable 
they are, they will carry just as much to the main lines if they 
pass out of the hands of the owners as they do now. At any rate, 
the insolence of the ment is too great for it to be accorded 
much t. The railroad companies say: Tou advanced the 
money and we built the lines. Out of the profits we bought and 
built branch lines that belong to us and not to you. Our roads 
that we bought with the profits of your roads are more profitable 
than your roads; therefore, as you can not do anything with your 
roads without ours, you ought to give them to us. 

The prospect that the Government may have to buy in the roads 
frightens some people. It is not necessary that the Government 
should buy them in if that course does not appear desirable. Nor 
will the court confirm a sale where the price bid is grossly inade- 

uate. Take judgment as in any other foreclosure suit, and let 
the railroad be run by receivers until an adequate bid is received. 
The fact that his client did not want to buy a railroad would not 
deter a lawyer from proceeding to collect a debt against one. 

The “ bogy man” of the Government ownership of railroads has 
seemingly been conjured up by the railroad people to frighten 
timid legislators, and every time it is mentioned there are loud 
cries of ‘‘ Paternalism!” It has not usually been sup d that the 
Governments of France, Germany, Belgium, and Bavaria were 

ternal, These are the minent countries that have tried the 

vernment ownership of railroads. In all of them it has been a 
success, ‘There have been no failures to record against the system 
in Europe. Charles Francis Adams, jr., a former Government 
director of the Union Pacific Railroad, and subsequently president 
of that company, wrote a treatise against the Government owner- 
ship of railroads, taking the und that an entirely different 
state of affairs existed in the United States from that found in 
Europe. But he was honest enough to make the following state- 
ments. I quote from his book: 
isa result not likely to be attained under any sys- 
leanwhile it may, wi 8 S be asserted 


that the Belgium system is as satisfactory to people um as the 
nature of things human permits that it should be. Certainly the public feel- 
toward acq of the lines of 


ing points pint É; distinctly 
5 


the system by the Government, while the sale of the Government lines to 
12 co! ons has never urged any rable party. 
cially undertaking has proved a deci success. 
As to France he says: 


American method of operation, they do not hesitate to say that if any 
similar outrages were trated on the French le and blic 
by them the question of the state ownership of wou! 7 
assume a new shape. Such proceedings would not be tolerated. 

I do not intend to discuss at length the pros and cons of the 
question of Government ownership or operation of rai , Or 
to take any ground upon that question as an ob, oa proposi- 
tion. But under the existing conditions of these Pacific railroads 
and their relations to this Government, rather than this bill 
I would prefer to see this Government try the experiment of the 
Federal ownership and control of these roads, charging the people 
only sufficient for freight and passengers to pay running ex- 
penses, keeping the roadbed in repair, and paying the interest on 
whatever debts might exist inst them, together with & reason- 
able sin fund to pay off the existing debt, and giving the peo- 
ple the benefit of the lowest possible rates. 

The whole nation is clamoring to-day for the building of the 
Nicaraguan Canal under the control and management of the 
Government. Upon the same theory and under the existing con- 
ditions of these roads, I would like to see the experiment tried of 
this Government owning and controlling one transcontinental 
railroad from the Pacific to the Atlantic d. Such a rail- 
road would tend to regulate the rates of all transcontinental rail- 
roads, and might successfully solve one of the most difficult and 
complex questions that now confront the American people. 

To the extent that the right of way is conferred upon rai 
corporations it is a delegation of sovereignty, and such delega- 
tions are always dangerous. They are not amenable to all the 
laws concerning corporations. The courts make them a class unto 
themselves on the ground that they are quasi public corporations. 
It must be admitted that this quasi public character has operated 
in favor of the railroad companies and not of the public. 

So universal has this idea become that railroads are operated 
against the interests of the people that it is notorious that in 
the courts American juries will mulct railroad companies in the 
heaviest damages possible. Every attorney who represents a rail- 


road com: 
dice existing a 


y has had frequent cause to complain of the preju- 


inst that class of corporations. The American 
ple love justice. In no country do juries bring in as fair ver- 
icts as a rule as in the United States. The love of Americans 
for fair play is proverbial. Bankers, manufacturers, merchants, 
aré all accor justice by juries, and the fact that railroad com- 
ies alone encounter as an obstacle to the obtaining of their 
egal rights a universal prejudice is proof conclusive that the 
people have suffered at their hands. And among such offenders 
the Pacific railroad companies have never been backward. The 
have oppressed the farmers by extortionate charges, by neuf 
cient service, and by ting low rates to favored shippers until 
the fertile country ugh which their lines pass is almost 
ruined. Thefarms are mortgaged, corn is burned for fuel, and 
wheat and fruit rot because they will not bring a price that will 
pay for shipment to market. That I am telling the truth will be 
rne out by every man familiar with our Western States. This 
has caused, more than eve aang vee combined, the spirit of 
unrest that is found throughout t section. Throughout the 
States where these railroad lines pass there has been for years a 
general demand that the Government control. Now Congress has 
an opportunity, without incurring a dollar of extra ense, to 
allow the experiment to be tried in the very section where the 
demand for it is strongest. 

It would in the past have saved the $324,000,000 paid in dividends 
by these same roads, even though they had not been conducted 
more honestly than these companies operated the lines. That 
saving to the producers along these roads would have rendered 
them independent and prosperous. Their farms would not now 
be so heavily m and they be suffering for the necessities 
of life. If the experiment proved a failure, the railroads could be 
sold. It will cost nothing to try it, and it will settle one way or 
other this widespread popular demand. It will not do to predict 
a failure ex cathedra. It is successful in E and has never 
been tried in the United States. It is true that Ilinois, Indiana, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Georgia have tried it in a very 
limited way. It has not been altogether satisfactory nor alto- 

ther unsatisfactory, but there are difficulties in the way of a 

tate operating a railroad that do not exist as against the United 
States, for the States can not shipments from or into 
other States. 

In this case the people furnished the money, and I believe they 
have a right to demand that they, through their Government, 
shall have control of the property, at least till this debt is paid. 

I therefore o any funding scheme, believing that the 
Attorney-Gen should act in accordance with the terms of the 
act of 1887 and buy in the property for the people. 

But if any funding bill is passed, y the arrangement 
should be the best one possible. It is admitted that the Union 
Pacific can afford to offer better terms than the Central, and here 
is what Creed Haymond, attorney of the latter company, stated 
his company could do: 


nearly as — as is now upon 
288 our millions annually, which would 
pred expira! of 


inde! ess long before the tion forty years. indebtedness 
could be made E AIKOS A congnge, tll! sonar alt oh a and it would be 
a first mortgage readily available to vernment or to any person who 
desired to use the security. 


If Congress is to act at all, it should only do so after a thorough 
examination of all the facts and the law and equities of the case. 
We have nothing before us but the reports of the committee, of 
which there are three, all of them stating the facts differently, 
and the bill reported, leaving the facts for the Secretary of the 

tolearn. If the members of the committee who heard 
the evidence can not agree upon a statement as to the facts sub- 
stantiated, how can those members who did not hear the evidence 
base any conclusion upon these reports? We know that the Cen- 
tral and Union Pacifi c Railroad companies will owe the United 
States Government some money—as to how much, we have differ- 
ent statements. We know that no effort has been made by the 
law officers to collect it. We are informed by the debtors that 
ri Hae insolvent, but we do not know that this is true, while we 
do know that they have not always been truthful in the past. 
We have no schedule of assets and liabilities that would be ac- 
cepted by any court as such, or acted upon in any creditor's 
meeting. 

We know from the reports of the Pacific railroads commission 
in 1887, the Wilson commission in 1873, the reports of the Govern- 
ment directors of the Pacific railroads each year for the past 
twenty years, and the messages of Presidents Harrison and Cleve- 
land, that extensive frauds have been charged; that it is claimed 
there have been diversions of funds; that immense sums have 
been paid to stockholders, and that the companies are charged 
with violations of the provisions of their charters. We are 
told that there is not enough property to pay the first-mortgage 
bondholders and the United States, too, but there is no sworn 
statement or appraisal of the property. We have no evidence 
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that there is not enough, except the statement of the debtors them- 
selves. Taking for granted that this is true; going further, and 
taking it for granted that there is not more than enough propert; 
to pay the first-mortgage liens, as a matter of law, there are s 
some important questions to consider. What is the value of the 
equities? That is a matter a . body can not inquire 
into properly orreach. Itcan be determined only by the judiciary. 

Itis a well-settled principle of law that the statute of limitations 
does not run against the Government; hence a judicial inquiry 
would probe the frauds, if any existed, and every commission 
ever appointed has charged that extensive frauds were 8 rota og 
These frauds must have been to the mary of the United States, 
and the courts would follow all funds diverted by fraud and give 
judgment for their recovery. Pass this bill and we condone these 
alleged frauds without a legal investigation, cut off the possibili 
of ee oe in the future, give the rai a clean reco 
up to the date of its passage, and hereafter we must be governed 
by the provisions of this bill alone. These companies had prac- 
tically no money except that furnished by the United States. ce 
this create a resulting trust in favor of the United States in all 

roperty ponies with money belonging to the United States? 
tisa well-settled principle of equity that where property is bought 
with funds of another, the title being taken in the name of the 
purchaser, the owner of the funds has a resulting trust in the prop- 
so purchased. Is this a case within that rule? If so, every 
dollar of the Government money can be recovered. Has there 
ever been an attempt made to bring this case within this well- 
known rule of equity? Never. 

An attempt was made to hold the stockholders of the Central 
Pacific liable under the Californiastatute. This failed, the United 
States Supreme Court holding that they were not liable under 
that statute because it was a Federal and not a State corporation. 
That being true, the liability of the stockholders is under the Fed- 
erallaw. What is that law? The statutes being silent, would 
not the common law prevail, and the stockholders be liable under 
the common law? If the common-law liability could be enforced, 
every dollar of the indebtedness to the United States could be re- 
covered. Has there been any attempt to enforce it? None what- 
ever. Should the courts hold that either of these principles 
applied, the debt could be collected in full, even though there was 
ae dollar’s worth of property available under direct legal pro- 
ceedings. 

In connection with foreclosure p: ings, a bill of discovery 
could be filed, setting forth the allegations of fraud that have been 
made, Co onal committees have tried in vain to get the 
books, or information as to what they, contained. If a subpoena 
duces tecum is not powerful enough to bring them forth, a writ 
of sequestration, egapied with the authority of the courts to 
imprison for contempt, would secure the evidence. The hearing 
before Congressional committees has largely been ex parte. We 
have only the evidence of the defendants. We know nothing 
about the strength of our own side of the case. There is nota 
lawyer in this body who would risk his legal reputation by writing 
a legal opinion upon the intricate legal and equitable questions 
involyed with the confused and conflicting statements of facts 
before us for consideration. According to the provisions of this 
bill, even the amount of liabilities to assumed is left for the 
l of the Treasury to ascertain after the bill has “ 

If the decision of the court was against the United States on all 
of these points, no fraud was proved, no funds had been diverted, 
and the stockholders were not liable, we would be in no worse 

ition than weare now. We couldstill fund the debtif thought 
best It may be feared that the present foreclosure suits would 
be pushed and not await the action of Congress. Making the 
parties to the present suits party defendants will hold them in 
court; and if the judgment be adverse to the United States, and 
the Government does not want to purchase the prope and the 
first-mor bondholders refuse to wait until Congress acts, 
a suit for the annulment of the charter, for which there is ample 
und if reports are true, will bring the first-mortgage bond- 
olders to terms at once. Let us havea judicial determination of 
the facts, a schedule of assets and liabilities, with proper appraise- 
ments, a determination of the questions of law and equity; then 
we will have information upon which we can act intelligently. 
Until then, theories and opinions are absolutely valueless, for we 
know nothing about the case. 

Let us go into the courts, where the stockholders, the unsecured 
creditors, the bondholders, the Government, all, can be heard. 
Let us have a decision upon the merits of the case. Let us probe 
the charges of fraud to the bottom. Let us recover the funds that 
have been diverted, if any. Let us determine whether the stock- 
holders, who have grown 5 wealthy, can not be made 
to account for a portion of their dividends. I believe we will col - 
lect all of ourmoney. If not, we will bein no worse position than 
we are now. 

It is evident from the clamor about insolvency these debtors 
have made, and their desperate efforts to effect a long-term com- 


promise before their debt is due, that they are afraid of the courts; 
ut the United States has nothing to fear from its judiciary. If 
as they claim, they have nothing to pay with as corporations, an 
are not individually liable, why should they object to legal inves- 
tigation? Is it purely and wholly a proposition for their advan- 
tage, and only a plan to induce the Government to pay their debts 
and allow them to continue in control of the property? If it is, 
Congress has no nane to consider such a proposition for a moment, 
If not, it is inexplicable that they should keep up an expensive 
ORDY in order to prevent the present law from being carried out, 

While I am op to this funding bill, I can ses how others 
might be earnestly in favor of funding this debt. But I can not 
see how any member of this House can favor funding at a rate of 
interest below the actual cost to the Government of carrying the 
debt. Nor can I see how any member can favor taking action 
until the courts have passed upon the important questions in- 
volved, with all parties in interest in court. When that is done 
the conclusions can be entered upon the records as a decree of 
court, all creditors and parties in interest would be bound by it, 
and Congress would know just what the Government’s rights are 
and what the companies could afford to do. I believe that the 
strongest friends of this bill will vote against it if they give care- 
ful consideration to the lack of definite facts and of judicial inter- 
pretation upon which we can act. 

Are we justified in overruling these commissions and Con- 

when every political convention and every mass meeting 

of citizens that has acted upon the subject has indorsed what they 
have done? Let me beg of the members of this House to remem- 
ber that we are considering the question of collecting a debt. It 
has already been placed in the hands of the Attorney-General for 
collection, and he has not reported that it is uncollectible. We 
do not know whether or not the holders of the senior liens will 
bid enough to enable us to realize something upon our claims. 
We do not know whether or not other bidders can be secured. We 
only know that if we do not resort to legal pr our debt- 
ors, who, it is claimed, have persistently defrauded us in the past, 
agree to continue in control, provided we pay their preferred 
creditors. Two Congresses have favored compelling the collec- 
tion of the debt; two commissions have reported agi nst both the 
insolvency and faith of our debtors; three Congresses have 
refused to en in similar offers of compromise to that made 
now. The conduct of these debtors in the past has not been such 
as to command our confidence that they will carry out even the 
liberal provisions of this bill. They have strained every point 
in former enactments against the Government and have grown 
rich. While they have amassed fabulous fortunes by the liber- 
ee A of the Government toward them in the past, they have 
stu amay avoided making preparation against this day of settle- 
ment. 

Let us now deal with them as with an ordinary individual 
under similar circumstances. Let the law take its course. Let 
exact justice be done to all, and we shall have done our duty. 


aly” WATSON of Ohio addressed the committee. See Appen- 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Ohio is a 
member of the Committee on the Pacific Railroads, and I ask that 
he have a few moments more. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont asks unani- 
mous consent that the time of the gentleman from Ohio may be 
extended for five minutes. Is there objection? 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Iobject. The extensions have always been 
made to those in favor of this bill. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Mr. Chairman, in behalf of 
the people of the United States, and in behalf of the Government 
although not authorized so to do by any Government official, 1 
protest against the 28 of this indefensible bill. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio p . Watson] has said that this was a contro- 
versy between the State of California and the Government of the 
United States. I say, gentlemen, that this is rather a controversy 
between the people and their Government on the one hand and cer- 
tain railroad men on the other. Show the report of any Govern- 
ment director of the Union Pacific Railway in favor of this new 
bi 


ill. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Will the gentleman allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I certainly can not yield, as I 
have only five minutes. oe 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio, The Government commissioners get 
$18,000 a year, and this bill abolishes their office. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Show me the advocacy by any 
member of the Cabinet of the measure now before us for consider- 
ation. No gentleman can accuse me in this place of be 
enemy of capital; no one can say that I have ever led a raid agai 
a corporation, or have ever made an attack upon corporate inves} 
ments; but because I believe in dealing n just as fairly with a cor- 
poration as with a partnership or an individual, I do not propose 
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to consent to the lending of the money of the people of the United 
States to an insolvent corporation, to a corporation as to w it 
admitted that it can not pay its debts y; and yet, forsooth, 
ey ask us now to lend our money—not ours, but the money of 
the people—$112,000,000 for nearly a century to come. 

Isa ie erage after careful examination of every provision of 
this bill, that it is the worst, most reckless, and most improvident 
measure, in so far as the people and the Government are con- 
cerned, that has ever been offered to the Congress of the United 
States. Look at the report. I would that I had time to criticise 
its singular language. Let me point out to you, gentlemen, that 
it is claimed by the chairman of the committee, the distinguished 
gentleman from Vermont, that it is a great merit on the part of 
these railroad companies that the aggregate sum of the repay- 
ments heretofore made amounts to nearly the sum originally lent. 
Is it so in Vermont that the aggregate sum of interest on any loan 
can not, within a given number of years, equal the principal? 
Yet this partial payment of interest by these companies is consid- 
ered so meritorious that three times within three successive pages 
it is urged in behalf of the passage of this measure. 

The gentleman tells us that we have additional security. He 
tells us that the Omaha Bridge is a new security. Was the dis- 
tinguished chairman of the committee ignorant of the fact that 
the Supreme Court of the United States had decided in the case 
of the Union Pacific Railroad Company against Hallin 91 United 
States that that bridge formed an essential part of the Union 
Pacific Railroad, and that the railroad started from the Iowa side 
of the river? 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to ask the gentleman 
if the Omaha yey or the terminals received any aid? 

The CHAIR . The time of the gentleman from New York 


has gh Htc 

Mr. POWERS. I ask that the gentleman be allowed five min- 
utes more. . 

Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania. I object. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I have read this report care- 
fully. For ten years I have been familiar with this question, and 
have heard age f debates on various bills introduced touching 
the settlement of this indebtedness. I almost have by rote the 
speeches of the gentleman from California, for I have heard them 
many times on several bills. 

Now, sir, it seems to me that, from the pa standpoint, this 
matter is in a nutshell. People ahead of the Government have a 
lien on these roads for $64,000,000, whichis due, so that they can 
foreclose. The Government has $12,000,000 (in round numbers) 
due it, subject to this prior claim of $64,000,000. The debt to the 
Government also is substantially due, so that we can foreclose. 
By a law now on the statute book, in the act of 1887, there goes 
from the Treasury, in the absence of new legislation, $64,000,000 
to pay off that first mo: „so that we shall have $64,000,000 
more blown in,” and then, if there is no further legislation in 
the meantime, foreclosure comes. 

Mr. TERRY. Is not the gentleman in error in saying that the 
first mortgage is due and can be foreclosed? 

Mr. CANNON, Iam not. Now, Mr. Chairman, I undertake 
to state that in my judgment if these roads were put up to-day 
and sold under the hammer, nobody would come forward with the 
$64,000,000, the amount of the first mortgage. Therefore I am for 
legislation; first, because I do not want $64,000,000 more to go out 
of the Treasury. The gentleman from California is against legis- 
lation because he does want the money to go out of the Treasury, 
hoping and believing that the Government will take the road an 
operateit. I wouldrather that the railroad should sink a thousand 
feet ie aaa teen the Put gent should undertake to OwA and 
operate it, use. ut gentlemen say we get only 2 per 
cent interest. We have an unsecured debt of $112,000,000, and 
the proposition is that the Central Pacific Railroad, the moment 
this act , shall advance $2,500,000 in money as an evidence 
of good faith. Gentlemen may say that is nothing. Well, it is 
$2,500,000 that we have not got now and that we will have then. 
3 We shall be $2,500,000 better off then than we are 

fore we pass this bill. The interest thereafter is to be 2 per 
cent. There is also a payment of $1,000 a day from each of these 
roads for ten years, and if there is a default in that payment there 
1 baked in the Government to declare the whole debt due at once. 

ith two and a half millions paid down we shall have that much 
additional security that we shall have the whole debt paid. With 
the first year’s interest paid and twice $365,000, our security will 
be so much better. During the second and the third and the 
fourth years, and all the while, our security grows better. The 
gentleman says the rate of interest is too small. My only fear 
about this bill has been as to whether or no these companies will 
or can comply with this legislation if we enact it. at is my 
only fear. e gentleman compounds the interest at 2 per cent 
to show what we shall lose if we pass this bill. Well, gentlemen 
understand what compounding interest means—— 

[Here the hammer fell.] 


XXIX—40 


Mr. HARRISON. Mr. Chairman, in view of the controversy 
which arose afew moments ago between the chairman of the com- 
mittee [Mr. PowrErs] and the gentleman from California [Mr. 
HILBORN}, relative to the property of the Central Pacific Company 
not being embraced in the pending bill, I feel it my duty as amem- 
ber of the committee, notwithstanding the fact that I am opposing 
and shall continue to oppose the report of the majority of the 
committee, to say that in view of the evidence which came before 
the committee I must substantiate the statement of the chairman 
of the committee; and I would add that if the gentleman from 
California had the information which he states he now has when 
he appeared before the committee, which he did do, that he did 
not treat the committee properly in failing then to furnish the in- 
formation which he now states he has. 

Mr. KYLE. Mr. Chairman, more than thirty-two bent ago 
this Government loaned to the Central Pacific and the Union 
Pacific Railroad companies a sum of money. From that day to 
this a portion of that money has been owing to the Government 
by these corporations. The business that we have in hand to-day 
is to devise some means by which the Government can get its 
money back. All of this about the rascality of these people, 
all of this talk about their unfair dealing with the Government, 
may or may not be true. In the condition with which we are 
confronted to-day the question that presents itself to us is, How 
can we get back for the penie of the United States the money 
that these corporations have received from the Government? 
That is the practical question which concerns us, it is the prac- 
tical question that concerns the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
roads, and it is the question with which we have been dealing 
during these many years. 

We have taken up these matters in committee and have heard 
people from all sections of the country for and PINY the propo- 
sitions submitted. We have made earnest, fai „and honest 
efforts to arrive at the very best possiblė solution of the problem. 
We come here now and present the bill which is the result of our 
examination and deliberation. 

But the gentleman from California [Mr. MAGUIRE] says that 
we pro to extend to this corporation the privilege of owin 
this debt for eighty-six years. Now, I ask you gentlemen to d 
fairly with us in considering this proposition. I think you ought 
to treat us fairly; I believe we have tried to be fair wit i you and 
with the country. : 

I ask you to take this bill which we have presented to you and 
read it for yourselves and see whether the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. MAGUIRE] can legitimately draw such a conclusion as 
will justify him in making the statement he has made before this 
House, that this debt is extended for eighty-six years. Take the 
bill, gentlemen, and read it. It provides that on the Ist day of next 
July—what? That these companies shall begin to discharge the 
principal of this debt; that they shall pay at the rate of $1,000 a 
day for the first ten years that the debt runs and pay up the interest 
every six months. So that upon an ave at the end of about 
forty-seven years this debt and interest will beextinguished. That 
is the provision of the bill. That is not my statement. It is the 
statement of the bill, the gentleman from California tothe contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Mr.MAGUIRE. Can the gentleman show any statement in the 
bill that this debt is to be extinguished at the end of forty-seven 
years? 

Mr. KYLE. No. I say that is the average; which, if the gen- 
tleman will figure it out, he will find is the fact. If he makes the 
calculation he will reach the same conclusion I have reached. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Ihave fi the average at fifty-five years, 

Mr. KYLE. Then not eighty-six years, as you stated a while 


ago? 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Eighty-six years is the total—— 

Mr. KYLE. I do not want to be interrupted. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Eighty-six years is the total period; the aver- 
age is fifty-five years. 

Mr. K Y LE. Now, gentlemen, you have that proposition. The 
Government begins to get its money at the end of six months. A 
portion of it is paid during the first ten years, at the rate of $365,000 
a year; during the next decade payments are to be made at the 
rate of $750,000 a year; and so on until all the debt has been ex- 
tinguished. And gentlemen should remember that these compa- 
nies, under the provisions of the bill, are required to pay every 
cent of interest every six months; if they fail to do so—if they 
fail for six months to pay the principal or the interest of the debt— 
this bill provides that the whole of this indebtedness shall be con- 
sidered as due; and in that case the Government officials are 
charged with the duty of 1 to collect and enforce the 
lien provided for in this bill. 

Now, why do we fix the interest at 2 per cent? Why, gentle- 
men, for the best reason in the world. I do not suppose there is 
any lawyer in this House who has not during some period of his 
life had to deal with an insolvent debtor. What do good business 
sense and good business principles suggest in that sort of a case? 
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Why, to do the very best you can. Sup we exact more from 
these le than they are able to pay, and thus break them down? 
The t is, we simply destroy one of the great arteries of com- 
merce in this Saunat an put ourselves in such a position that we 
ean not realize our debt. 

The committee carefully took into consideration the income of 
those roads. We had men before us to testify as to their income; 
we had documentary evidence before the committee. As men 
who, I believe, were trying to deal honestly with the proposition, 
e took it up and, after considering the ability of those companies 
2 pay, we concluded that 2 = cent was that their earnings 
ould permit them to pay. How else than from their earnings 
can the companies pay this money? What is the use of requiring 
More than they can pay? Is it sensible to exact of them an impos- 

bility—something that they can not accomplish? y 

Besides the provisions for ent of the bonds that will be due 

Government under this bill, I call attention to the fact that 
are now in the teh gf te the United States, to the credit of 
Union Pacific Railroad Company, known as the sinking fund 
rovided under what is known as the Thurman Act, $15,825,985.63, 

d to the credit of the Central Pacific, under the provisions of the 

e act, $6,493,126.94. In addition to this, there is asinking fund 
the credit of the Southern Pacific of $2,409,818.20, over which 

e Government has no control so far as power to appropriate to 

e payment of its debt. All these sums are to be applied to the 

vernment debt inst these roads, and then the remainder is 
to be paid as I have before stated. 
y pera the hammer ian Oe 
. BELL of Texas. Chairman, I had not expected 

etain the committee again, but I desire now to repeat and indorse 
icularly what has so well said by the gentleman from 
bama [Mr. Harrison]. The gentleman from California [Mr. 
RN] is certainly mistaken in the position he has taken, and, 
understand, has been misled by a telegram received from some 
) „who it is I do not know. I would have said something 
ore on the same subject, but the very full and accurate state- 
ment ee gentleman from Alabama has covered the ground 

oroughly. 
But there are one or two other things to which I wish to call the 
ntion of the committee. It has been assumed by the gentleman 
m Iowa, by the gentleman from Illinois, and various other gen- 
emen who have addressed the committee, that we have no secur- 
ity at all for our debt against the Pacific roads. That is an entire 
pprehension of the facts. Why, sir, the debt which issecured 
75 the mortgage which has precedence over the Government debt, 
1 out of consideration the question as to whether we have a 
on any of the property excepting that part with reference to 
which there is no dispute that bt only amounts to an average 

f about $22,000 a mile. There is hardly a railroad in the United 

tes that is not mortgaged for more than that. We have in the 
State in which I live, and in that section of country, which is 
not so populous as that traversed by portions of the Union Pacific 
— various railroads, some of which are mortgaged to the extent 
of $48,000 or $59,000 a mile. Nobody questions the fact that they 
can collect that much out of their security. 
- Our mortgage covers 1,442 miles of the road, and about that 
there is no dispute, and the amount of the mortgage which is 
ahead of ours is $33,000,000, or about $22,000 a mile. Another 
thing that is worthy of consideration is that that portion of the 
road on which we have unquestionably a lien runs through and 
‘traverses the most densely populated section of the entire country 
through which the line passes. If they had to get the right of 
way again through eastern Kansas and Nebraska, through such 
cities as Topeka and many other ma € 
of the road, it would cost them for the right of way alone, over a 
portion of the road at least, as much as $22,000 a mile, without 
taking into consideration the question of the cost of construction. 

We may be treating with an insolvent creditor, but we are not 
treating with a creditor against whom we can not collect at least 
a portion, and a large portion, of what is due to us by a lawsuit. 

tis the fundamental mistake into which the advocates of the 
bill fall. If we insist on our right, and, if necessary, if we resort 
to foreclosure 8 under the act of 1887, we can get pos- 
ion of the road and sell to some other company for fifty or sixty 

So Mr. N repeat, that ing to conf t 

„Nr. i repeat, we are goin confer a 
favor by the plan proposed. I know that if the road is sold at 
forced sale, and no condition attached, it would not bring more 
Uan one-half of our debt in addition to the debt secured by the 
first mortgage. But in order to induce men to put into the enter- 
prise their own private means, and thereby to increase our security, 
‘we propose to extend to them the use of mesmo for a long time at 
an extremely low rate of interest, and if we will only stand firmly 
for our rights we will save our Government a large amount of 
money. 

Anote thing to which I wish to call the attention of the com- 
mittee. I occupy pretty much the same attitude with reference 
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to the funding bill as does the gentleman from Louisiana Ir. 
BOATNER]. t there are some things in his remarks which I 
fear might lead some to vote against any kind of settlement. 
There is an impression which has gained currency that we have 
a legal remedy a the men who accumulated the fortunes, as 
we understand they have, out of these roads. If we had such a 
remedy, I would be in favor of losing half of our debt in order to 
recover what spy ora rather than to allow them to enjoy their 
ill-gotten gains. t I assert, as a lawyer who is perfectly willing 
to risk what reputation he has, if he has any, upon the statement, 
that there is not the least chance under the sun to get one dime’s 
benefit for the Government at the end of a lawsuit against such 
parties. The Government of the United States can not main- 
tain such a suit. It is simply a creditor of the company, and the 
directors of the company, = have diverted any of the funds 
of the company or have defrauded anybody, have defrauded the 
2 itself, not the United States, and the company alone 
has the right of action. This cause of action was barred years 
ago. The committee has considered that point fully, and a sub- 
committee submitted the question to the Attorney- eral, who 
fare an opinion in accordance with the statement I have made. 
The only effect of such questions as this is to obscure the real 
issue and perhaps prevent us from effecting a settlement which 
may save us ions of dollars. In fact—— 

ere the hammer fell. ] 

. GROUT. Mr. Chairman, I with those gentlemen 
who advocate the passage of this bill that the real question before 
us is how we can save to the public Treasury this one hundred and 


to | eleven or twelve millions of dollars due to the Government from 


these roads; but I do not agree with them when they say that it is 
a matter of no 5 that the men who received the mone 
from the sale of the bonds which we loaned these companies aa 
expended it, made themselves rich 3 dishonest and 
fraudulent practices with which they are charged. 

I can not, for instance, agree with my friend the gentleman 
from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] in his statement that if these men be- 
camerichit was from the rise of the securities which they received— 
honestly received, as he would have us understand—in the con- 
struction of the road. 

Mr. Chairman, I can not agree to this when I find on e 143 
of the report of the Pacific Railroad ssion, which I hold in 
my hand, that there were large sums yoa for imp purposes, 
to wit, $263,812.08 on account of the Sioux City and Pacific Rail- 
way, which went improperly for the benefit of the directors of that 
road. On account also of constructing 1,171 miles of feeders to 
the Central Pacific, Stanford, Huntington, Hopkins, and Crocker 
issued to themselves $33,722,000 of bonds and $49,005,800 of stock, 
when the cost of these adjunct lines was but $27,216,931.01, thereby 
leaving a clean steal on this alone of $55,509,554.. Then as direct- 
ors of the Central Pacific they took a lease of these lines which 
Reg owned, at a rental of nearly 13 per cent. 

ow can I agree with my friend when I read further in sad 
report as follows: 


from Delta to the epee ge A ce miles. In — 
ment t . $8,000,000 and bonds to een h 
of $4,500, the market value of the stocks and bonds at that time boing 


sy 
ally profited by their own votes by that single transaction to the extent of 
SBEL | Mark Hopkins is dead, Lat his interest is still maintained for his 
es and heirs. 


The summary of the stealings from the Central Pacific is pre- 
sented by the commission in the following language: 


addition to this sum of $142,000,000 they also made profits in the opera- 
tion of fifteen or more com: oa which were direc ly or remotely sapping 
the revenues of Pacific Company. 


How can I agree with my friend from Iowa when I turn to page 
107 of this report and find the provision contained in the charters 
of these companies that no stock was to be issued until fully paid 
up in cash, and then read the following findings of the commission; 
that more than $60,000,000 of the stock of the Union Pacific was 
issued, but only $9,000,000 paid in cash; of the Kansas Pacific 
stock $9,000,000 was issued, and not a cent paid; of the Western 
Pacific $7,900,000 in stock was issued and only $200,000 paid; of the 
Central Pacific $68,000,000 stock was issued and only $7,000,000 paid 
in upon it; and of the Sioux City Pacific there were $4,260,000 of 
stock and only $1,894,000 paid—a total of over $139,000,000 of stock 
issued, and but $18,094,000 paid into the treasuries of these different 
companies. Then when Iturntopage5i of this zopa}, andfind that 
the total profit of construction of the Union Pacific was $43,000,000, 
as this commission figured it, giving the items and spreading them 
before us, which sum included $1,104,000 on account of the Credit 
Mobilier, how can I agree with my esteemed friend that these 

mtlemen became rich from the rise in the securities which they 

egitimately received? They really stole themselves rich and stole 
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these roads poor. Nor can I agree with my friend and colleague, 
the gentleman in charge of this bill [Mr. Powers], when he says 
it is none of our business how much these men cheated other 
people if they did not cheat the Government. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that it is not impertinent on the 
part of the American Co to haye a care that a corporation 
created by it be kept clean and honest, not only in its transactions 
with the Government but with all men. y, these rai 
are the children of Congress; they are our children, if you please; 
and can it be said that because our children have not cheated us 
it is none of our business that they cheat everybody else? 

But the trouble is, Mr. Chairman, these men have cheated us. 

‘ou will recall how, after they went away with their charters for 

hese roads granted in 1862, and started the construction of them, 
they came back in 1864 and said they were not 3 with mone 
enough to build the roads, that the stock and bonds were not sufti- 
cient in amount, when in fact they were more than sufficient only 
for the grand larceny of these men. They said, in short, that they 
must have another mortgage equal to the amount of the Govern- 
ment loan, and that it must be a first miaro SoA p Govern- 
ment mortgage made second. And, Mr. C Fou will 
remember, astounding as the fact now seems, how, through the 
egerdemain of the Credit Mobilier, the stock of which was held by 
ny a Member and Senator, whom it followed like a shadow to 
the grave, these men hoodwinked and wheedled the American 
Congress into making the Government mortgage asecond mort- 
gage and allowing them to sell, as a first mortgage, an amount of 
ds equal to those loaned by the Government, and then they 
ent to work and stole every dollar of that first mortgage and 
o or three times as much more. So I say, Mr. Chairman, they 
have cheated us. 

They also cheated the Government at the same time by falsely 
representing that the Sioux City road could not be built on a 
straight line from Sioux City to the North Platte, according to 

e original charter, and obtained permission to build on a cir- 
cuitous route at very much ter cost and to the inconvenience 
and great damage of the whole Northwest, but to the advantage 
of a connecting railway, which was in the conspiracy. 

By this line, as fraudulently built, after one gone 79 miles 
from Sioux City on his way to San ncisco he would actually 
be more than 20 miles farther east than when he started. 

Not only this, but when they defaulted in payment of interest— 
that is, the Union Pacific—I believe the Central Pacific has not 
defaulted— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has 5 
rst BARHAM. I ask that the gentleman have five minutes in 

ition. 7 

The CHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent is asked that the gen- 
tleman have five minutes in addition. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Chairman, when they defaulted in the pay- 

ent of interest any lawyer would suppose that possession of the 

could be taken by foreclosure proceedings. and the Attorney- 
General so supposed, and instituted snit for that purpose. But, 
when the Government got to the reps Court, it was discovered 
that the gilded hand of the Credit Mobilier had so shaped the act 
of 1864 that the Government could not foreclose in default of 
interest alone, but must wait till the debt itself fell due. None of 
the principal fell due till January 1, 1896. 

And here a word in reply to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
HENDERSON], who said the Government had confessed its inability 
to deal with this subject by not having already takenaction. The 
fact is the Government could not take action. There was not a 
dollar of the principal due till January 1, 1896, and under the 
decision already referred to nothing could be done till the debt 
itself matured. 

Since then they have been awaiting the action of Congress, and 
yay properly. only a year. 

ow, Mr. Chairman, after having been held up for thirty-five 
pen the Government has at last got where it can put its hand on 
is corporation; where it can foreclose its mortgage. And now 
these gentlemen and their successors and representatives * 
upon the scene again and ask eo ey to forget the falsehoods 
and frauds and robberies that have been committed by them dur- 
ing the Mitr Aye goare they have kept the Government out of 
debt. y not only this, but also ask the Government 
to tie its hands as to this debt again, and this time for eighty-six 
Fears and at 2 per cent interest. In other words, they ask the Gov- 
ernment to hire money at 4 per cent and let to them at 2 per cent. 
Why, the loss to the Government in interest alone on this transac- 
tion would amount to as much or more than the whole debt at the 
mt time. My colleague said in his speech presenting this 
tter that the Government had its choice, to accept this bill or 

W the debt away. 

If the bill is accepted, the debt would be 3 away 
ee the loss on the interest item alone. But, Mr. Chairman, 
the debt will not be lost should this bill fail, It could only be 


lost on the ground that the first mortgage could foreclose and 
shut out the Government mortgage. But this can not be done till 
Congress gives permission to be made a party to the suit. 
Sovereignty does not allow itself to be sued, does not allow itself 
to be taken into court by a dapper constable or a 7 marshal 
with a writ of summons except by permission of Congress, and 
that permission has not yet born granio If you will look at the 
Attorney-General’s report for 1896, you will find the Department 
of Justice stands upon this gro’ The Government can not, 
without further legislation, be foreclosed out of its rights in this 
property. Of course the first mortgage must be paid first, and 
whether in the hands of a receiver as now, or however it may be 


administered, that must be paid before ee can go to the 
Government. But the advocates of this bill say it will give us a 
mortgage on additional lines of railway. Mr. Chairman, in my 


inion the Government is better off with the security it now has 
it will be with that pro: by this bill; and if power could 
be vested in somebody to settle, as pro by the substitute bill of 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. ON], I believe it would 
result much more profitably for the Government than to this 
bill. The fact is, little if any additional security would be ob- 
tained by extending the mo e over the unaided portions, 
while the first mortgage would nereased, if this bill „ by 
the amount of $24,000,000. This is well illustrated by the Kansas 
Pacific, on-which we have a mortgage now to the three hundred 
and ninety-fourth milepost. Thisis really a valuable piece of road, 
every rod of it runing through a rich and productive country. 
Between vera an and Denver the road goes through an 


region practi worthless. That portion on which we now have 
our m. always be a valuable pro ; made so by the 
fertility of country. But the other partis worth nothing only 


for its connections, And so it is throughout the whole system. 
It is by no means clear that we shall not lessen, rather than in- 
crease, our security by ing this bill. 

The CHAIR e time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. I make the point of order that debate is closed 
on this amendment, and demand a vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is sustained. The Clerk 
will report the amendment. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, the only amendment offered 
was an amendment to strike out the last word. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending amendment is a motion to 
strike out the last word. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I withdraw the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is withdrawn, and there is 
rar penan amendment. The gentleman from Massachusetts 

r. Knox]. 

Mr. KNOX. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that we are engaged 
in passing one of the most important bills of this session or we are 
engaged in a mere idle discussion which will amount to nothing 
but boys’ play, and be utterly futile. Now, the question of whether 
wes succeed in this important business and pass something use- 
ful, in my opinion depends more than anything else u whether 
we phan paes a bill that some corporation or Gone ton of men 
with sufficient money, capable and willing to take hold of this 
road and run it and provide the payments, principal and interest, 
required by the bill may accept. The estimate of the committee 
is that the net earnings of this road properly applicable to the 
fixed charges are only $4,000,000. We know that at the present 
time of railroad competition a road must be kept up—new rails 
must be laid, rolling stock repaired and kept in condition; and 
the real question is expressed in the thought put forward by the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon], Is there a corporation, 
is there a body of men now that are willing to take this road for 
rtgage bonded indebtedness and the subsidy indebted- 


the first mo 
ness to the Government and pay the annual payments? That is, 
then, the question. : 

There is a large opinion in this House that this rate of interest 
should be larger; that it should be 3 per cent. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, I think we ought to concede that everyone on that commit- 
tee was as anxious to obtain the highest rate possible for the Gov- 
ernment as ry oye of us. They have looked into this matter, 
and have said that all that can be provided and paid is 2 per cent. 
Jam willing to take their statement, and trust and believe that 
there will be some corporation or some body of men that will take 
this road and pay the Government indebtedness, But, Mr. Chair- 
man, there are other parties interested in the road besides the 
bondholders. There are unsecured creditors. There are poor 
stockholders. Is the State of California the only State that has 
suffered by the Union Pacific Railroad? Have not the people of 
New England and New York and the East generally honestly 
invested their money in the securities of these roads, without guile 
and fairly, money honestly earned? Have not hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars of the people of New England gone into this road, 
and other like roads, where the money was honestly acquired, 
the fortunes of widows and of orphans? Would it be an objection 
to this bill that there is in it some hope, some remote hope, that 
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in the years that are to come, the eighty years or the fifty-five 
years that are to pass while this indebtedness is bein, = and 


at the end of that time, there mpy be something left of the wreck; 

that there may be some little substance to be gathered in of the 

t fortunes and the great amount of money that have gone 

to this road that has helped to develop the country of the peo- 
ple that are now objecting to this bill? 

Why, the gentleman from California said that the first scheme 
in respect to the Union Pacific was to have it end nowhere, and 
then have a 8 to get terminal facilities and rent to the 
Union Pacific. That was not the first time that game has been 
played. That has been played for New England people over and 
over again, and it has been played over and over again in therail- 
roads of the West; and if the officers of the Western railroads that 
have intentionally cheated and defrauded the American people 
had their just deserts, the penitentiaries would have to be enlarged. 
There is no way to punish a crime that has been committe 50 
laws passed after the offense. The money has been lost. e 

can not legislate for ourselves. We must legislate here for the 
Government; and this, it seems to me, is not only the best chance, 
but it is the last chance. What will be the prospects of another 
Congress? Will the President allow the time to elapse between 
this time and another Congress before a foreclosure? 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
The Chair desires to recognize somebody in the affirmative. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Chairman, I have listened intently and 

with great interest to the debate in the House on this bill, and one 
fact seems to me not to have been stated as clearly and briefly as 
it might have been, namely, a comparison between the reduction 
the Government will suffer, the reduction the first-mortgage bond- 
holders will suffer, and the tax put on the stockholders by the 
assessment on the stock of the Union Pacific Railroad. 

Under the reorganization plan and the proposed bill the security 
of the Government is cut down 2 per cent, and therefore it is 
contended that the Government is the only party that is to suffer 
by this measure, but as I understand the case, the stockholders 
are to be assessed $15 or $16 a share on the stock of the Union 
Pacific Company, which stock is now selling for about $9 a share, 
and the first-mortgage bondholders in this road, whose interest 
now runs from 5 to 6, 7, and 8 per cent, are to have their interest 
cut down to 4 per cent, so that the interest of the first lienors in 
this property is reduced one-third, and the stockholders are taxed 
by assessment over 150 per cent of the preion value of the stock. 

I have made these few remarks simply to bring these facts to 
the attention of this committee, as they do not seem to have been 
brought out clearly during the course of the debate. 

There is one other point which seems tome to have misled some 

tlemen here. There seems to be an impression that the stock- 
olders are to receive 4 per cent per annum. Now, as I under- 
stand the provisions of bill, the stockholders are limited to 4 
per cent; but the earnings of the roads, judging from the past, do 
not indicate that there is any chance for a long time and for many 
years to come for the stockholders to get 4 per cent, or, in fact, to 
get anything in the way of a dividend. 
The following figures show the proposed reduction in the inter- 


est on the first-mortgage bonds: 
$8: O88 000 - ALS ner cent 6). a negees $314, 640 
GLP (KW)) r DOr CONY. ono mas dnc een donee beans 1, 830 
$48,558,000 at 6 per cenie 2,913, 180 
$1,085,000 atO per cents. uc. 32 ane semee eon eeerneces , 150 
3, 323, 300 
Annual interest charges upon first- mortgage bonds un- 
ene oaea aaen ee asent dee GE 2, 171, 520 


Lost in interest per annum to first-mortgage bond- 
naa under proposed reorganization plan—proposed 11 
III ¼?d—ʃ „151, 7 


That is, about one-third loss to first-mort; bondholders. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Chairman, on the day of the opening of 
this debate 1 called the attention of the distinguished chairman of 
the Committee on the Pacific Railroads to the Sioux City and Pa- 
cific branch. I have been unable to ascertain that any considera- 
tion of that road was given by the committee in the formation of 
this bill. Now, I am not concerned here to-day with what may 
be alleged as to the wrongdoings of the men who constructed these 
Pacific roads originally, but I am here to assert that this Congress 
has to do with its own wrongdoings, and that it should correct 
them so far as possible at this time. The Sionx City and Pacific 
Railroad, a branch intended for the development of the northern 

rt of the United States, was originally authorized to run from 

ioux City southwesterly to a junction with the Union Pacific 
Railroad; but upon reports made, fraudulent reports, alleging that 
a road could non te constrncted in that direction by reason of the 
1 of the Black Hills, on the Missouri River, although the 
lack Hills were 500 miles away, the route was changed. In fact, 


it is as ooy io construct a railroad southwesterly from Sioux Ci 


as it would be to constract one across these Capitol grounds eas 
ward. Toon those false reports the road was diver by act of 
Con, own the bottom of the Missouri to a point now called 


California Junction, and then west to Fremont, 2 or 3 miles west 
of the starting point. 

_Now, it has been proposed to this committee that so far as pos- 
sible that robbery of the people of the Northwest should be cor- 
rected; but the committee has refused to consider that proposition. 
I submitted the other day, for the information of the House, an 
amendment, which was printed in the RECORD, and which was 
designed, so far as possible at this date, to correct the wrong done 
to that portion of the country; but I am informed by the chair- 
man of the Pacific Roads Committee that the committee will fight 
that amendment, and therefore I have to announce that I shall 
not offer it. I was induced to proposo that amendment very 
largely by the amendment offered by the gentleman from Iowa— 
theamendment known as the Hepburnamendment—which entirely 
destroys all right or opportunity to construct a road on that line 
and gain any advantage from the connection. 

Now, this Sioux City and Pacific road, as originally projected, 
was intended to serve the great interests of that northwestern 
country—a line coming down from St. Paul, the Sioux City and 
St. Paul, and the St. Paul and Sioux City, the McGregor and 
Missouri River, the Dubuque and Sioux City—great lines coming 
in like the fingers of a hand to get connection with the Union 
Pacific. All that region has been robbed of its rights by an actof 
Congress, and we are to-day invited to confirm that wrong; and 
Iam here to enter my protest against it in the name of the people 
of that great northwestern country. At the city in which I live 
steps have already been taken, with a view, trusting to the jus- 
tice of Congress, to build that line on the original survey, or at 
least in that direction, without any expense to the Government 
of the United States, and my own city has contributed $320,000 to 
the enterprise. A bridge has been built there at a cost of a mil- 
lion dollars, and now Congress refuses to consider the application 
of those people. Whether California has been wron, or not, it 
is for California to say, but the Northwest has been denied the 
lie Se which were granted to it under the original act, and this 
0 i Pacific Railroads is deaf to any appeal for redress, 

pplause. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the time of my friend 
from Iowa be extended for two minutes, as I would like to ask—— 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I object, Mr. Chairman, be- 
cause I did not receive any courtesy from that side, 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made. 

Mr.SPENCER. Mr. Chairman, there is a tiny plant springing 
up from out of the bosom of mother earth with peculiar charac- 
teristics. Toy with it and it will sting you; clasp it and it is 
harmless. 

As a coordinate branch of the Government, we are confronted 
with a duty that regure no toying with, else it may sting us, to 
our vain regret. e are not responsible for the conditions ante- 
dating this matter. Criminations and recriminations are usaless 
in this condition. Whatever peculation or frauds have existed 
we are not responsible for; but for the performance of our duty 
we are responsible; we must meet that duty as men. 

It is necessary that something be done with this question. We 
have before us here the fruits of the labors of a committee. In 
formulating our views and opinions upon these matters of legis!a- 
tion we must defer to the action of committees established for our 
guidance. They receive the subject in the committee room, digest 
and analyze it, and give us the results of their investigation; and 
we must accept them. We must accord to the members 0! the com- 
mittee patriotism and intelligence in all their actions and findings. 
In view of that fact, confronted as we are with such responsibility. 
I accept it as an individual, and I trust that those with whom i 
am associated will not let passion or prejudice or misconceived 
ideas of what has been done in the past thwart them in the per- 
formance of their duty now to go ahead, grasp the situation, accept 
the fruits of the committee’s report (made after a painstaking 
investigation), and settle for this Government a vexed question 
which has been a thorn in our flesh for so long a time. Under 
these circumstances and in accordance with the findings of the 
committee, I shall support in toto the bill as reported from the 
Committee on the Pacific Railroads, conscientiously believing it 
to be the best solution that can be satisfactorily accomplished. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Chairman, I rise simply to correct the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Vermont 2 Grout], who brought 
into this discussion the Credit Mobilier. The mortgage of the United 


States on these roads was changed from a first toa second mor 

by Congress two years before the Credit Mobilier ever came in 
existence. The Credit Mobilier, of which we have heard so much, 
had nothing in the world to do with the changing of that mort- 
gage from first to second. It was done because the syndicate that 
was expected to raise the money to construct the road said that if 
the Government would make its mortgage a second lien, thus 


1897. 
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taking the risk of the enterprise, they would put in the rest of the 
money for its construction. But they would not invest their 
money in second lien if their lien was to come after the Govern- 
ment’s first mortgage. So much for that. = 
But, Mr. Chairman, we are dealing to-day with the living, not 
with the dead. It is a third of a century since this enterprise be- 
an. Most of those who took part in its inception have passed 
En the scene of action. New men and new in ts have arisen; 
new investments have been made. The Houseof Representatives 
sit here to-day ina double capacity. In the first place, we repre- 
sent a junior creditor of an insolvent corporation. That creditor 


is the le of the United States. There is no question, I take 
it, for us to settle outside of this one proposition: Representing a 
cl inst an insolvent corporation—insolyent because it can 


not pay its fixed charges—how is that corporation to be reorgan- 


In all reorganizations of railroads, the first 1 coming up 
between the senior and the junior creditors, if there are sacrifices 
to be made, is, Which have received the greater advantage from 
the enterprise? And if there are sacrifices to be made, the party 
that has received the crean advantages is expected to make 
most of the sacrifices. Here the great question is as to reducing 
in rate of interest. The first-mort, bondholders are to receive 
spor cent on their mortgage. at is fair and all that can be 
asked. Thejunior mortgage bore 6 per cent. The only question 
is as to reducing the interest to 2 per cent. But can this insolvent 
debtor of ours pay any more? e representatives of the junior 
creditor themselves have selected a committee to examine that 
question, and that committee reports that 2 per cent is as large a 
rate as the net earnings of this debtor will warrant it in Paying. 
Now, sir, if a board of directors representing any railroad in the 
United States were considering the question of reorganization, and 
in a question between junior and senior creditors, the junior cred- 
itor should refuse to enter into an arrangement after receiving the 
greater advantage from the enterprise which his own committee 
recommended, is there a man here who would say that his con- 
duct was honorable and fair? I would take care, if I were dealing 
with such a man individually, that I had the most ample security 
for any money that I might loan him, 

The junior creditor in this case is the people of the United States. 
They have received greater advantage from this road than any- 
bodyelse. They have receiveda far greater amount of money than 
the amount of their debt in money saved on the transportation of 
Indian supplies, munitions of war, troops, and expenses of Indian 
wars. Nothing ends Indian outbreaks and threatened warfare 
more quickly than a locomotive passing over the Indian country. 
Are we any worse off if we accept the report of the committee, a 
committee selected by ourselves, representing the junior creditor? 
If a junior creditor is not to take the report of the committee 
selected by himself, I would like to know what fairness there is in 
business or money transactions of this kind? It is our committee 
that has made the report; and we represent the junior creditor 
here. Is each man to undertake to settle this matter for himself 
after he has selected a committee to do this business, and then 
give as an excuse for rejecting their action that he has not had 
time to examine the question? 

Mr. Chairman, what do we get under this arrangement? As the 
committee has reported, and as everybody agrees, we get a lien of 
the same amount as now on a large number of miles of unaided 
railroad to which the same considerations for Government busi- 
ness apply as on the aided lines. The amount of the Government’s 
business would apply on our debt. If we should allow the mort- 

age to be foreclosed and the property sold, the Government would 
be obliged to pay cash for all its transportation over all these lines. 
If the companies succeed in paying their indebtedness under this 
arrangement, then the Government, of course, has lost nothing; 
on the other hand, if there should be a failure, the Government 
can not be any worse off under the new arrangement than it is now. 
ere the hammer fell.] 
. BRODERICK. I believe, Mr. Chairman, no amendment is 
pending to this section. 

The CHAIRMAN. No amendment is pending to the first 
section. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I ask for the reading of the second section. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the second section, as follows: 

Sec. 2. That the Union Pacific Railway Company, successor to the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company and the Kansas Pacific Railway Company, be, and 
it is hereby, authorized to make, issue, and deliver to the Secretary of the 

„Who is hereby authorized and directed to receive the same, its 
certain indenture of mortgage, which shall bear date the Ist day of July, 
1897, covering and embracing all the lines of railway, rights of way, termi- 

terminal properties, bridges, rolling stock, lines of telegraph, and all 
the then unsold land grant and other fanaa, and all the then 8 
land and town lot contracts, and all n purtenant thereto em 
in and covered bye: mortgages of the on Pacific Railway Company, 
including all its unsubsidized as well as subsidized lines of railway and the 
branches and spurs connected therewith now owned by the Union Pacific 


Railway Company, the main lines whereof extend from Council Bl inthe 
State of Iowa, to a point about 5 miles west of Ogden, in the State of Utah, 


and from K City, in the State of Missouri, to Denver, in the Sta 
of Colorado, and from Denver to Ch e, in the State of Wyomin : 
from Leavenworth to Lawrence, in the State of aneys, toget er with 

apa covered 


such mortgage on the prope therein 
orized by this act; but this section or such mortgage shall 


eration, pnd said company may 
for valuable consideration any lands included in its lan 
grant and apply the proceeds thereof as required by the provisions of the 
new first mortgage hereinafter provided for: That every such d 
position of hese stocks, bonds, securities, or other roperey. owned by said 
company, whether by penn edge, or otherwise, chal be reported to 
Secretary of the Treasur thin thirty days after such disposition has be 
made, and that the bonds, stocks, obligations, or other property acq 
with the proceeds of the property 80 d of, shall, except as herein 
fore provided, in like manner and with the same power to dispose of 
same, be subject to the lien of the said mo: „and that true and prope 
descriptions and lists of the same shall be from time to time prepared 
filed with the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Chairman, I desire to submit the 
amendment that I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

i 13 on page 5, in line 21, after the word “Treasury,” by inserting the 
ollo : 

“Provided further, That the said Union Pacific Railway Company shall 
Aang my and abandon any and all claim, 5 interest, and dema: 
to or in a right of way exceeding 100 feet in th through the lands for- 
rach tn as the Delaware and Pottawatomie Indian reservations in thé 

te ansas.“ 


Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to reserve the point of 
order on the amendment for the present. I have not looked into it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The point of order will be considered as 


reserved. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Chairman, under an early statute en- 
acted in Kansas by the Kansas Territorial 1 organizin 
the Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western Railroad, which after. 
wards was merged into and became a part of the Union Pacific, 
400 feet in width was allowed as a nea of way through the two 
Indian reservations named, and by the statute incorporating the 
Union Pacific road that amount was allowed along the entire 
line or lines. But the act of Congress was amended by a subse- 
quent statute. The Territorial statute has never been modified, 
and this has raised the question. The owners of land along the 
Union Pacific Railroad through the Delaware and Pottawatomie 
reservations, a distance of nearly a hundred miles, have fenced 
their lands up to within 50 feet of the roadbed on either side. 
There has been no claim on the part of the railroad company until 
recently for this 400 feet of right of way. 

But a few years ago, some four or five years t, I believe, 
there was some claim asserted in a suit pending and prosecuted in 
the courts of Kansas. The court—a majority of the judges—held 
that the railroad company had abandoned its claim to the land 
and that the statute of limitations would run against the railroad 
claim. But it was intimated by one of the judges that the United 
States Government had an interest in the road, and because of 
this possibly the statute of limitations would not run. The road, 
however, never asserted any further claim, but allowed the own- 
ers on either side to inclose the lands, as I have said, to within 50 
feet of the road. 

The bill reported two years ago by Mr. Reilly contained the 
substance of the amendment I have submitted. It was omitted, 
however, in this bill. I simply ask that the provision of the Reilly 
bill regarding this right of way be inserted in this one. It does 
not take from the r any property. The road is not using this 
400 feet and it does not need it; does not even claim it as a matter 
of fact, but if it ever does assert a right of possession it will be as 
a matter of speculation on their part and not because they need it. 
It is valuable land, and the owners have been in actual possession 
for twenty-five or Senye years. They are clearly entitled to this 
land and of right should have this cloud removed and the question 
settled for all time. 

I trust, therefore, that the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. FARIS. Mr. Chairman, in the hearings before our com- 
mittee, when these charges of misdoing an ulation in the 
early days of the Pacific roads were presented before us and dis- 
cussed, I confess I felt that infinite injury had been done to and 
infinite advantage taken of the Government of the United States. 
I therefore do not wonder, when we have heard recited on this floor 
the alleged facts in connection with the history of the early days 
of these roads, that members who are not familiar with this great 
subject feel their blood warm and their judgment harden against 
any proposition of settlement. 


if we were to listen to the Wilh and considering the 


Why, sir, i 
7 g with and ee fe 

an on- pure case of railroad mismanagemen 0 
spire history of FE t 18 
. of our 

Why, sir, as the mileposts along the routes and the telegraph 
poles along the rights of way are strewn the wrecks of men, 
women, and estates who have lost their fortunes in the blunders 
and crashes attending railroad enterprises ted by private 
Capital. Iam here to admit that in building of these great 

there were engaged quite human men, whether they 
had connection with private enterprises or with these quasi public 
enterprises, There is no question of that. 

But what is our situation as it stands to-day? What are the con- 
ditions that confront us? It is that the Government of the United 
States has a claim of about 5112, 000, 000 against the Union and 
Central Pacific companies, and we are to deal with it in a manner 
that will probably save it or certainly lose it, according to the 
eee of good men. 

e distinguished gentleman from California [Mr. MAGUIRE] 

a while ago said that there was a third mortgage on certain of 5 

property. I presume his meaning was that it woul 

stand as a bar to the execution of the provisions of this bill in the 

Government getting a second mo e. But I call the attention 

the distinguished gentleman to the fact that there is a ponam 

the bill which says that all incumbrances, prior and junior, 

be relieved, and that the first incumbrance now resting 

upon the road shall rest upon all 3 and that the Gov- 

ernment shall have the second lien on all the property, instead of 
F 

$ GUIRE. If the gentleman will allow me to state 

Mr. FARIS. 1 decline to yield. 

Mr. MAGUIRE. That is right. That is the way to deal with 
the question. 

Mr. FARIS (continuing). I further note the fact that the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from one of the Dakotas says that under 
the provisions of this bill the Government must borrow $61,000,000 
at 3 per cent interest, or something like that, and says that that 
fact alone is a serious objection to the bill. That would be true 
if the fact existed. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, I would not be offensive to the gentleman 
(and I regret he has left his seat but from my point of view the 
proposition is nonsense and misleading. The Government pays 
no money to execute the provisions of this bill beyond which it is 
already liable for. The mortgage indebtedness already rest- 
ing on these properties shall continue, and the Government gets 
a second mortgage on all the pro , securing a debt already 
matured and maturing to the Government. Not a dollar of pub- 

lic money will be expended to carry out the provisions of this bill 
beyond Government's present liability. 

objections that have been mentioned might be disposed 
of, but, as you know, it is impossible to go into details in such 
matters in five minutes of time. 

Mr. Chairman, where should we expect wholesome public senti- 
ment ona tion of this kind? Would it come from Cali- 
fornia—which stood here solidly for years opposing every 
33 of settlement When it is known that every member 

m California who would dare come here and favor any plan of 

. settlement would that instant, and by that act, meet his political 
destruction? I mention this not to reflect on those able gentle- 
men, but to suggest they are not safe leaders in this case. Why, 
sir, I have the San Francisco Examiner of December 10, 1896, 
commenting on the President’s message. 

It says: 

Prasident Cleveland has declared that he will use the power ted him 
by i act of 1887 to secure the Government's interest in regard to the Union 
fic if the funding bill or other instruction does not come from Co 


that date. While no threat is made in te the Central Pacific, a de- 
t ot the funding bill will probably result in the same action toward that 


* s 


s = s * = 
The fight of California is cut out for her. The object of battle is to defeat 
action on the funding blil. 


* * * * * * * 
trie bebe Gee oe oo 5 — 6 at this day with a 
be settled when the Government getsthem. The thing todo tow is to let 
the law take its course. 

This indicates a purpose and hope that legal proceedings would 
result in the Government obtaining the operit, a purpose and 
hope indulged alone by some people of Coast and by 
the Populist party of the country. 

I have the New York Tribune of December 8, 1896, which edi- 
torially comments on this bill as follows: 

e EE te Seals oto ta 


t . them 
so desirable that they are quite willing the Government should lose the en- 


in order to effectit. From recent u 
Il as from other evidences, 


PO atone eny of Sie Purcnens Sater Fecetees Tora She sole cam be angie’ 
were constructed in war times, when 
the p: 0 abnormally high, and it is stated on 
the authority of those who are best fitted to form an intelligent jstement 
that the es would not sell for more than would the mort- 
gages. that this umbiased Ananos based upon careful consid- 
eration of the subject, after years of ost searching investigation into 
„J.... aaa C nats et the result of a sale undér 
would pay the first-mortgage and leave practically 

* — 5 = Government. _ J ‘with i 
© people of California may view sucha with complacency, 
the lous of a hundred millions ea the marent trifle so 8 8 
n but toreapsome ad van 


ose 
hope tage by it. * * that 0 
Government ought to take these roads and o te them for the benefit 
of California. mi 9 — 2 California 
1 e rest of the country hardly see i 
railroads are growing properties, and can 
doubt, sufficient to P and 8 in full if the Government will t 
a reasonable time for its money. If Congress can make some hard- and-fast 
contract with these roads by which the latter will have Soper currently and 
at stated intervals fixed amounts of 1 not too large for the 
debto: able to meet not too small to be just to the 


count- 
1 


3 l oth interest on deferred payments, it to 
that such 3 would be wise: = et arene oe 
This is the opinion of one of the great newspapers of the Atlantic 
Coast, reflecting, I assume, a great public sentiment there. 
ĮI aiso quote the following from an editorial in the Indianapolis 
Journal of Saturday, December 26, 1896, which I submit reflects 
the unbiased judgment of the le of Indiana, who are equally 
interested with those of other States in this great public question: 
The 1 now it is an imperative one, as the bonds are falling due 
is whether the Government will treat the t from a business 
point of view. The owners of the Pacific a 
sum of — 1 7 principal and interest. Business men 
seek an adjustment upon a basis w. 


— E Er would give the t- 
ors the security attainable and at the leave the de ina 
rion to meet his obligations. The g! 6 construction man- 
agement of the roads is not a factor in the blem, because there is 8 
in them that can be utilized. It can not F 
ee if that could have hers ont as it would — 9 5 
accom: ‘ears ago. 0 approv ð 
— in both branches of is to accept a funding scheme Whie 


will substitute a low-rate bond for the obligations the 
ernment, em a plan for the gradual extinction of the debt. 

Here is the opinion of a leading newspaper of the oo Central 
West, nay renea from railroad manipulators of the far East 
and from haters of the far West. Mr. Chairman, let 
this question be divested of personal animosities, of studied mal- 
ice, and be invested, as your committee has endeavored to do, 
with consideration for the public interest, and this bill affords a 
rational solution of this great question. 

The CHAIRMAN, Debate on this amendment is exhausted. 
F g to the amendment of the gentleman 
from 


= BARHAM. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last 
word. 

Mr. POWERS. By an arrangement with the gentleman from 
Kansas he has consented to hold this amendment a little while, 
until we can consider its effect. 

The CHAIRMAN. That can only be done by unanimous con- 
sent or by an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. POWERS. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. BARHAM. Mr. Chairman, I moved to strike out the last 
word before the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. POWERS] made 
the motion. 

Mr. POWERS. I want to give the gentleman [Mr. BARHAM] 
an opportunity to be heard. 

The CHAIR The gentleman from California [Mr. Bar- 


HAM] is recognized. 

Mr. BARHAM. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that the Exam- 
iner used all of its efforts to defeat me for a seat in this Congress 
and the next. 

Mr. FARIS. Iam glad it did not succeed. 

Mr. BARHAM. Well, I do not know about that. Now, I want 
to call the attention of the committee to a dispatch which I have 
received from the governor of California, notifying me of the action 
of the legislature of that State. 

It is as follows: 


Hon. Jonx A. BARHAM, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.: 
Pl following joint resolution was this day adopted by the California leg- 
ture: 
Assembly joint resolution No. 6 (substitute for assembly joint resolutions 
Nos. I and 2). 

Whereas there is FFF asthe Powers- 
Gear bill. which has for its object the refunding of the debts of certain Gov- 
ernmnt-aided railroads; and pi 

Whereas any scheme for refunding the Pacific railroads’ indebtedness to 
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1897. 
time fo: ent of 
5 9 any extension of the T paymi 


an ex ve 
high rates of fares and freights to get the in 
aS arden and disadvantage of the people 


ö of California: Therefore, p 
Bo it resolved by the assembly of the State of California (the senate concur- 
ring), That we 8 o to any all extensions of the time 
or payment of pak deb the Powers-Gear bill or any other bill of 
like import, and we hereby instruct our Senators and nest our Repre- 
‘sentatives in Congress to oppose, by all honorable means, the enactment of 


s such measure. 

( Jad be it further lved, That we favor the immediate collection of said 

debts, or in the event that the same can not be collected, then we ur 

‘enforce ws of the United States concerning the ques t; 

: land be tt further That we. petition in behalf ot the State of Cali- 
‘ornia for a hearing before the zoepooure committees of Congress haying 
urisdictioù of the subject, the Senate and House of Représentatives of 

í United States are hereby further petitioned to recommit the measure 

now. ee consideration, and delay Aal action thereon until such hearing 

can be had: 

Be it: further resolved, That: the governor be requested 
transmit by telegraph a copy of these resolutions to our Congr 
gation at Washington. 

ASSEMBLY CHAMBER, Sacramento, January 7, 1897. 


certify that the f is a true copy of assembly joint resolu- 
. 


to immediate! 
! essional tai 


There! 


ition No. 6, as y on the 5th of January, 1897. 


8. J. DUCKWORTH, 
Chief Clerk. 
JAMES H. BUDD, 
Governor of California. 
The California. delegation, as I understand, are not now, and 
never were, in favor of governmental ownership of these roads 
or any roads. So far as I am concerned, I disclaim any such 


j I want to call the attention of the committee to a remark made 
yesterday by the gentleman who is in charge of the bill. 

Mr. ORN: I hope that the gentleman will deny the state- 
ment made yesterday that we were all intimidated. 

Mr. BARHAM. Oh, everybody knows that a Californian is 
never intimidated by anything—the Examiner, or anything else. 

Mr. Chairman, the distin, ed gentleman who has charge of 
this bill said yesterday—and I deem it of most importance in this 
inquiry, as to whether we have a mortgage lien or a statutory 
lien upon the terminals—he said yesterday,in a statement to the 

tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. MCCALL], that the section 
to which the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. BOATNER] referred 
had been directly passed upon by the Supreme Court, and that 
the Supreme Court had held in that case that our statutory lien 
or mor e did not extend to the terminals. 

Now, I challenge that statement. Ifthegentlemanever read the 
opinion, he knows that that is not the effect of the decision. The 
court, in 118 United States, as the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 
Powers] knows, ne but one question, and that was section 
2ofthe Thurman Act. It was not upon section 9, as the gentleman 
undertook to make the committee believe yesterday. What is 
section 9? It is part of the Thurman Act, wn by that great 


constitutional lawyer, who knewall the facts governing this case. 
Section 9 covers like a blanket all of the pro which is referred 
to in this bill. It was written to cover it all. It covers the Omaha 


Bridge; it covers all of the terminals, and no man can read sec- 
tion 9 of the Thurman Act withont confessing, if he is a lawyer, 
or if he can understand the English language, that it covers the 
terminals and all parts of this road. And yet we are told by these 
gentlemen that we are getting additional security. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. BARHAM. Ican not be interrupted. If you will give me 
time I will answer any question you may ask. 

Section 9 says: 

That all sums of money due the United States from any of these com 

vely, whether payable tly or not, and all sums cogu to be 

by the United States into the Treasury or into the sinking fund under 

or under the acts hereinbefore referred to, or otherwise, are hereby 

d to be a lien on all of the P gad pote’ assets, rights, franchises of every 
sr gene nc oad sa opp Sega R cre 8S dower 
Peal; personal, 988 pom dong and 8 of said several corporat! a 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BARHAM. I ask five minutes more. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from California asks that 
his time be extended for five minutes, Isthereobjection? [After 
a . The Chair hears none. 

. BARHAM. Mr. Chairman, it appears from section 9 that 
all the property owned by the Union Pacific or Central Pacific is 
cov by the Thurman Act; and there can not be the least ques- 
tion in the world about it. Now, the gentleman from Vermont 
cites 118 United States Reports. All you have got to do in the 
world, gentlemen, is to read 118 United States to see that that 
decision is confined solely to section 2. And what is section 2? 
It provides for compensation for transportation. That is a debt 
from the Government to the companies, and does not require 
security, as section 9 does, 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio, Your time has been extended; will you 
answer a question? 
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or a mortgage upon this portion of the road the 
ment did not assist in building? 

Mr. BARHAM. By declaring as was declared in the Thurman 
Act. We never had, and have not now, anything but a sta 
lien, just as has been declared in this act, and as in the act of 
We never had anything buta statutory lien, nothing else; and the 
gentleman is a 3 and knows what I say is true, 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. I do not know anything of the kind. 

Mr. BARHAM. Then you do not know much law. [La 4 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. I would rather have somebody pass on 
that who does know some law. 

Mr. BARHAM. I am going to pass on it. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Do not you know that the Supreme 
Court has decided that the only lien the Government has is on the 
bond-aided portion of the line? 

Mr. BAR Tam glad the gentleman asked that question. 
The Supreme Court of the United States has decided nothing of 
the kind, under the Thurman Act, on causes of action. If you 
have read the decisions, you will find that they are upon causes of 
action that arose: before and not under the Thurman Act. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. No, sir; not at all. 
Mr. BARHAM. Yes, sir; at all; and if you have read them 
you know, 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. You seem to speak with a great deal 


of Seg aie 
. BARHAM. You seem to be attempting to mislead the 
House about the matter. 
I am not endeavoring to mislead the 


Mr. WATSON of Ohio. 
House. 

Mr. BARHAM. The great constitutional lawyer, Senator 
Thurman, drafted this act, and this act has been declared consti- 
tutional by the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio.. Will the gentleman allow me to ask 
him another question? 


Mr. BAR Certainly. 
Mr. WATSON of Ohio. ou not know 118 United States, 
the case to which you refer, declded that the act of 1878, the Thur- 


man Act, and the act of 1864—— 
Mr. BARHAM. Are in pari materia. 
Mr. WATSON of Ohio. In pari materia, to be construed to- 
gether; and therefore that the lien of the Government only at- 
tached to the bond-aided portion of the road. 


Mr. BARHAM. They did not decide anything of the kind. 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Well, lawyers will ee. 

Mr. BARHAM. They decided just what I have said, that the 
compensation for st eee 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman from California print in 
his remarks the opinion in the case of 118 United States? That 


will test your honesty in what you are saying. 
Mr. BARHAM. I hardly think it necessary to print the report 


Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Will you print any part of it in your 
remarks? 

Mr. BARHAM. Will you? 

Mr. POWERS. Here it is; will you read it? 

Mr. BARHAM. Iwill if the House will give me time. Is there 
objection to the time to be taken in reading this report? 

Mr. POWERS. Wait until somebody objects before you ask 


that. 

Mr. BARHAM. Now, I say to this House that section 9, to 
which the gentleman from Vermont referred, is not construed in 
this opinion; only section 2, which refers to tion. for 
transportation—over 2,165 miles of leased road which these roads 
did not own. That was the question under investigation, and 
wit Oaa oh Go hi lain legal remedy agains 

r. irman, the Government has a plain legal r t 
the stockholders of the bond-aided roads for any deficiency which 


in my remarks. 


may exist after sale of the roads on foreclosure. 


I call the attention of the House to the fact stated in the rt 
of the United States Pacific Railway Commission at page 140 (Sen- 
ate Executive Document No. 51, Fiftieth Co: ), where it is 


shown that of the subscribed capital stock only $1,797,350 was paid 
up, when $97,098,590 should have been paid up. That is, of the 
subscription to the capital there remains unpaid by the stockhold- 
ers over $95,000,000. 

By section 2 of the act of. 1864 the stockholders: are required to 
pay in for the capital stock at the rate of e poemate every six 
months, in money, until the same is fully in, and that there 
now remains of the subscribed capital stock $95,000,000 which has 
never been paid in. 

It is an elemen rinciple of equit corpo . 
tion, whether ia 255 the treasury 0 . . 3 b; the 
si olders of the corporation, isa trust fund to which the creditor of the 


corporation has the first lien and the equitable right to look to and subject 
it to the payment of his debts. 
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Thompson on Liability of Stockholders, section 11, says: 

This fund (the capital ope is the stock held out to the public upon the 
faith of which the company ob credit. 

The Government of the United States is a creditor of the Union 
Pacific, the Kansas Pacific, Central Branch, and the Central Pacific 
in the sum of about $112,000,000. Of these companies the stock- 
holders have only paid $1,797,350, although the amount which should 
have been paid in by the stockholders is $97,098,590 leaying an 
unpaid balance of capital stock of over $95,000,000. Now, it is an 
admitted fact that these companies are notoriously insolvent. 

The companies being insolvent, the United States being a credi- 
tor, there is no reason in the world why the stockholders should 
not pay this trust fund—this $95,000,000—to this Government. 

In Adler vs. Milwaukee (13 Wis., 60) the supreme court of 
Wisconsin said: 

It would be con to wW luity, as well 
common sen: after keying tT te tke nll eke A allow the 


stockholders, t h their own or the neglect and dishonest practice 
its officers, to refuse to pay in unpaid stock to discharge the fair and just 
debts due from the company. 


There is no conflict in the authorities upon this question; all 
law writers and commentators and all decisions which treat of 
this question lay down the same rule. 2 

It seems that some members have taken the view that the Goy- 
ernment, though being a creditor, could not sue the stockholders 
directly, but must work out its rights through the corporation; 
that the Government must have the corporation sue its stock- 
holders, or that the Government must sue the corporation, obtain 
3 issue execution, and have it returned nulla bona, and 

t because of the great lapse of time since the money should 
have been paid by the stockholders the Government is barred by 
the statute of limitations. 

They are, I submit, in error on all these propositions. It is ele- 
mentary law—a maxim—that the law never requires the Gning of 
an idle act. The corporations being confessedly insolvent, it is 
not required that the creditor should be compelled to pursue the 
idle process of suing the corporation, obtaining judgment, issuing 
execution, and have it returned unsatisfied. 

In 2 Cook on Corporations, section 11, page 251, lays down the 
universal rule thus: 

When a corporation is notoriously insolvent, the 8 against the cor- 
poration n not be pursued. The action may be brought by the creditors 
against the stockholders. 

There is no conflict in the authorities upon this question. There 
is an unbroken chain of authorities laying down this rule, besides 
which it is an elemen principle of common sense. It is so an- 
nounced in Camden vs. Doremus, 3 How., 515, 533; Terry vs. Tub- 
mab, 92 U. S., 156; Stutz vs. . Fed. Rep., 531; Kimber 
vs. Bank of Fulton, 49 Ga., 419; 9 g., 200, and in many other 
authorities. So that there remains no question about the right of 
the Government to maintain the action directly against the stock- 
holders when the corporation is insolvent. 

The next point urged by the advocates of the measure is that the 
Government is barred by the statute of limitations, and the chair- 
man of the committee upon this question obtained the opinion of 
the Attorney-General of the United States. The Attorney-Gen- 
eral gave the committee a written opinion in which he holds that 
the Government of the United States is barred by limitation from 
maintaining the action. 

The question propounded by the chairman of the committee 

. Powers] is whether, if such liability exists, the United 
tates will be barred in any action which might be brought for 
the enforcement thereof by the statute of limitations which would 
bar the companies if the actions were brought in their name and 
behalf. In other words, whether the United States would be en- 
titled to maintain action as creditors of said corporations against 
its directors and officers which the corporations themselves could 
not maintain. 

The Attorney-General answered in this way: 

As the United States would be merely asserting the rights of the companies 
as assets to be applied to the payment of their creditors, any statute of limi- 
tations which would bar the companies would also bar the United States. 

This is manifestly erroneous. There is a great mass of author- 
ity, without conflict, holding that the United States when assert- 
ing right as a sovereign power is not barred. 

nited States vs. Nashville and Chattanooga Railway Com- 

pany (118 U. S., 125), the United States had taken certain Cherokee 
mds, which if at the time the action was brought had been held 
by the Cherokee holders, it would have been barred by limitation. 

It is not possible to get a more 8 case, one on all fours with 
the one I am now discussing. e Supreme Court, Justice Gray 
delivering the opinion, said: 

It is settled a doubt or controversy, upon the foundation of the great 
8 of public policy, applicablet o all governments alike, which forbids 

t the public interests should be baby bee ae by the negligence of the officers 
or agents to whose care they are confined, that the United States, asserting 
vested in them as a sovereign Government, are no 


t an 
statute of limitations unless has clearly manifested its AA 
that they shoald be so barred. 


apparent that the Attorney-General has fallen into error in 
opinion to the committee. It is to be regretted that an official hi 
in office should upon such great 8 of public and nation 


Congress has never manifested such intention, It is perfectl 
a 
importance fall into error and to the great danger of the 


public interests. 
Yet this only illustrates the necessity of the rule laid down b 
3 urt of the United States which I have just ete, 
a 


The t principle of public policy forbids rests 
be prefudicel by the 3 of . — Ta — Lee nog hee 
are confided. 

The committee have, however, recognized the error of the Attor- 
ney-General upon this subject in this bill, and have attempted 
3 the rights of the Government upon the question Which 
presen’ 

It is provided at the end of the bill that— 


Nothing herein contained shall be held to deny, exclude, or im: an 
right or remedy in the premises now existing in vor of the United Stated 


It is manifest that this provision has no purpose except to mis- 
lead. It is perfect er What right or remedy is pre- 
served in favor of the United States, and against whom? 

vould any court construe that provision as retaining in the 
United States any right or remedy it now has against a stockholde 
who has not paid up his capital stock? Clearly nok It does no 
so provide. ides which, the Government is extending the debt 
of the corporations for many years, taking other security, and pro- 
viding that all liens upon the railroad, the property, and the rev- 
enue by virtue of any existing laws shall cease and determine,” 
and placing $45,000,000 more prior to the Government lien. 

Does not anybody know that the doing of these things ipso fac 
releases the claim against the stockholder? The only result of t 
provision is to mislead, bewilder, and confuse. 

Is it possible that it can be in good faith claimed that this pre- 
tended saving clause can be of any benefit to the United States? 
Already the question which I present is surrounded and beset 
with quite enough difficulty without encumbering it with the 
dead weight which this measure proposes. 

But, in answer to all this, it isthought by some that in the case 
of United States vs. Stanford, recently handed down by the Su- 
preme Court, the question has been settled against the Govern- 
ment. If gentlemen who have such views will simply read the 
opinion of the court in that case they will at once see that such is 
not the case. The point which I have just called the attention of 
the House to was not involved in that cas. The only point de- 
cided or involved in that case was as to the liability of a stock- 
holder of the Central Pacific under the constitution and laws of 
California—that is, the statutory liability in California; and the 
court held that, the California company having accepted the 
terms of the acts of congroes the ee became national, and that 
the liability of the stoc holder was no longer governed by the 
constitution or laws of California. 

The laws of California have imposed an additional liability. 

The liability of the stockholder to pay the full amount of his 
subscription is fundamental for the benefit of creditors of the 
8 OQur constitution has added a further liability which 
makes the stockholder liable not only to the extent of his sub- 
scription to the capital stock, but to whatever remains beyond for 
his proportion of the debt according to the amount of stock which 
he holds bears to the whole amount of capital stock. That is, 
although a stockholder may have paid in the full amount of the 
capital stock for which he subscribed, yet he is liable beyond this 
for his share of the debt of the corporation, measured by the 
amount of stock he holds. If he holds one-tenth of the stock, he 
must pay one-tenth of the debt. 

But I say the liability of a stockholder for his subscription to 
the capital stock is not passed upon in United States vs. Stanford. 

In that case (161 U. S., page 429) the Court holds that the acts 
of ies do not impose upon the stockholders a personal 
responsibility to pay the debts of Central Pacific, but in this con- 
nection says: 

They (the stockholders) were bound, of course, to make good the amount 
of their subscriptions; but that being done, their personal responsibility to 
creditors of the re at te body ceased. (Po vs. Baiez% Wall., 520; 
8 Little, 101 U. S., 216; 3 Thompson on Corp., sec. citing other 
autho; 


es.) 

The court then proceeds to show that the stockholders of the 
Central Pacific are upon equal terms with the Union Pacific, and 
that their responsibilitiesarethe same. The fact that the Central 
Pacific is a California corporation does not impose additional lia- 
bility on its stockholders. And at page 431 the court expressly 
reserves the question I am presenting, and says: 

It should be remembered that the question here is not whether the stock- 


holders of the California com can be made liable for its debts to the 
oora States arising in same ot way than under the Pacific railroad 
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The court must of necessity refer to the liability of a stock- 
holder to pay in his subscription to the capital stock, There 
no other liability, pon the statutory liability under the laws of 
California, inst which the court held in the Stanford case. 

I submit that with a cause of action in favor of the Government 
80 apparent, and one which will bring to this Government $95,000,- 
000, the people of this country will not justify Congress in releas- 
ing and in condoning what is claimed to be one of the greatest 
frauds of this or any other century. : 

This measure provides for the leasing of the roads which accept 
the terms of the act. 

This is provided for in section 21. The law as now construed 
by our courts does not permit one competing road to lease or con- 


trol another and competing line. This rule has its foundation in 
public policy, and is intended to prevent meet: I think this 
, and will over- 


poroa in the bill is the very Pandora’s box of e 
a principle which has been long established. 

The company which accepts the terms of this bill may by ex- 

authority lease its railway and property, or sny part of it, 

a competing road. Our courts, after many long and wearisome 
contests, have held, and the Supreme Court of the United States 
has just recently handed down two opinions, one from Kentucky 
and one from Montana, holding that the leasing of competing lines 
is illegal and void, being contrary to public policy. This provision 
will confer upon the accepting roads rights and privileges which 
no other roads have. 

It can not be that this House will change such a salutary rule 
of existing law in a bill of this nature when the attention of the 
members is not sup to be directed to it, and in the nature of 
things it would not be found in such a bill. 

I k a change of such importance should not be considered 
in a bill of this nature, 

Let us inquire for a moment into the result of one competing 
road leasing another and 3 

Take, as an illustration, one of the involved roads, the Central 
Pacific, which is now leased to the Southern Pacific. This lease, 
of course, is void; but see how it has operated upon the income of 
the Central Pacific. 

In 1894 a lease was made for ninety-nine years of the Central to 
the Southern. 9 

In 1891 the net earnings of the Central were $2,144,000; in 1892, 
$861,000; in 1893, $784,000; in 1894, the year the lease was made, 
$144,000; and in 1895, $42,000. 

It is inconceivable how the income of a road could be reduced 
from $2,000,000, and inside of four years, to §42,000—that is, the 
income of 1895 was only one fiftieth part of that of 1891—except by 
manipulation poenas to Pacific railroading; and yet this is just 
what happened, according to the statement of Mr. Tweed, made 
before the committee who reported this bill. 

And this leads to another thought in considering this measure, 
and that is, that under the Thurman Act, in 1891, the Central 
Pacific paid in, or should have paid, the percentage on $2,144,000, 
and in 1895 there was paid in a percentage on $42,000 only. The 
loss to the Government is apparent. 

Isubmit to the House that if this is only a coincident, it is a 
coincident that I think the courts should inquire into, and that 
this, with a mass of similar coincidents, should not be released and 
condoned without even an inquiry of any nature, but rather to 
offer a reward for future acts or coincidents of the same nature, 
by expressly providing in this bill that any accepting road under 
this act may lease its railway and property to a competing line. 

Considerable stress is laid upon the fact that the Government 
should, if it takes the roads, have the feeders and branches. 

In the first place, it is apparent that the feeders and branches 
have been constructed by the earnings of the trunk lines, and at 
a continuous loss to them. The distribution of earnings between 
the feeders and the trunk has always been in favor of the feeders, 
and has taken from the net earnings of the main line and decreased 
the percentage to the Governmeut under the Thurman Act. 
These feeders are now and always have been operated at a loss, 
and * 1 to the aided roads the loss has continually fallen 
upon them. 

ares She the so-called feeders have been built as competing lines 
to roads already built. Some have been built to open up the 

roperties of the stockholders of the trunk lines, and at a loss to it. 
ese branch lines in 1886 had debts to the amount of $48,000,000, 
with an interest charge of over $3,000,000 a year. 

In making returns of net earnings, these companies have never 
reported the amounts deducted by them for pools, rebates, and dis- 
criminations. They have deducted without right over $25,000,000 
for ls, rebates, and discriminations—a loss to this Govern- 
ment of $8,000,000. (Ex. Doc. No. 51, pp. 142, 143.) 

The Central and Union Pacific between them have paid over 
1 to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company to maintain 

rates. 
e Union Pacific Railway Company has a proprietary interest 
in 41 corporations, and owns stocks and bonds in 36 railroad com- 


pantes, and owns stock in 18 other tions, including the 

nion Elevator at Council Bluffs and . at 8 

In addition to these stocks and bonds, the Union Pac 1 
Company owns and other lands valued at over 8108, 000, an 
FEE feeding roads 

examination of the reports of the helpi ro 
will show a system carried on inconsistent With 3 

To inflate the capital of the n Short Line, its cost was 
ported at $29,000,000, while in it cost less than $15,000,000. 
(Ex. Doc. No. 51, p. 178.) 

The California and Oregon division of the 9 4 
reported as costing 88,340,000, when in fact the ac cost 
construction was only $3,505,609. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired, and 
the gentleman from Wyoming is recognized. 

. MONDELL. . Chairman, House bill 8189, now under 
consideration, and commonly known as the “Pacific Rai 
funding bill,” sets forth in its title, among other that it is 
intended thereby to provide for the settlement of c grow- 
ing out of the issue of bonds to aid in the construction of certain 
railroads, and to secure the payment of all indebtedness to the 
United States of certain companies therein mentioned.” 

I am opposed to the passage of this bill, because in my opinion 
the enactment of its provisions into law would not accomplish the 
very desirable objects thus set forth, namely: 

irst. The final settlement of claims growing out of the issue of 
bonds to aid in the construction of certain railroads. 

Second. The payment of all indebtedness to the United States 
of certain companies therein mentioned. 

I think there is no gentleman on the floor of this House but will 
agree that it is hi hiy desirable and exceedingly important that 
the questions involved in connection with the Government's rela- 
tions with the Union Pacific and Central Pacific railways be set- 
tled finally and forever, and that it is equally desirable and 
1 that the Government shall receive full returns for the 
debts owing by these roads to the Government. In common, there- 
fore, with probably every member of this House, I would hail 
withsatisfaction any a of settlement which would finally 
and fully dispose of the matter. . 

When the original acts ot 1862 and 1864 were passed, providing 
for Government aid to certain lines of railway under certain con- 
ditions, provisions were then made for payments to the General 
Government by the com es, which undoubtedly, in the opinion 
of the framers of that legislation, would beamply sufficient to secure 
the payment of the interest upon the subsidy bonds and entirely 
liquidate in due time the principal of those bonds. No better illus- 
tration of the seeming impossibility of making provisions in leg- 
islation of this character which shall fulfill the e tations of 
the framers of such legislation could be had than a knowledge of 
the results of these enactments. For many reasons which I shall 
not stop to detail, but some of which have caused vast scandal and 
tended to fasten in the public mind the conviction that no honest 
effort was being made by those in control of the roads to provide 
for the payment of either interest or principal on the debt to the 
Government, the provisions in the original act for the protection 
of the Government proved utterly inadequate to provide for the 
payment of the interest on the Government subsidy bonds. The 
notorious scandals connected with the management of the road 
and the fact that the Government seemed each year to be placed 
in a position which gave less and less hope of the ultimate extinc- 
tion of the debt owed by the roads called forth the Thurman Act 
of 1878, with its provisions for larger annual payment to the 
Government by the roads for the liquidation of the principal and 
interest of their governmental indebtedness and the extension of 
the Government lien to other properties than those included in 
the acts of 1862 and 1864. Owing again to numerous causes. 
among which figured prominently many acts of railway financi 
manipulation, which have subjected the management of the com- 
panies toa vast amount of merited criticism, the bill failed to 
realize the expectation of its framers, and now we find the Union 
Pacific and Central Pacific railways in the hands of receivers, con- 
fessed bankrupts, defaulters to the Government of the United 
States for many years’ interest, and finally for a part of the 
principal of their debts, seeking some settlement with the Goy- 
ernment and other creditors whereby they may resume opera- 
tions as solvent railway corporations. ; 

The ambition of the owners of these roads to settle their diffi- 
culties and resume operations in the normal manner are praise- - 
worthy and laudable, but, Mr. Chairman, in my opinion, the 
passage of the bill now pending before this House would ig 
continue for an almost interminable length of time the same uń- 
satisfactory conditions, or eyen more unsatisfactory conditions 
than have existed between the roads and the Government in the 
years > 
In the limited time at my disposal in the discussion of the ques- 
tion I shall refer to that phase of it which 5 bears upon 
the relations of the Government to the Union Pacific Rai 


bracing the Union Pacific Kansas Pacific bond- 
fded tines. The State which I have i to represent on the 
‘floor of this House has within its borders over 500 miles of this 
road. It is the only as of ee which traverses the southern 
‘portion of the State and is y line which extends entirely 
eros it. On this line of railway are 
$ 
‘of communication and 5 The country on both sides 
of the road is wonderfully rich in mine ucts—coal in inex- 
thanstible quantities, the precious minerals, iron, copper, soda, and 
‘petroleum abound, and are awaiting development. We of Wy- 
‘oming have been eagerly and anxiously looking forward to the 
time when the settlement, in some way, of the Government claim 
upon the road would once moro piso t in tħe hands of and under 
the managemen of the men who actually own it at a figure ap- 
poria y measuring the actual value and earning capacity of 
e road under fair freight and passenger rates. We have felt that 
so long as this enormous Government debt is ing over the 
Toad as a second mortgage we could not hope for the building and 
extension of feeders and branches tending to the development of 


motto of 
the —— 
emenshouldendeavor to ote. their own interests prior to the 


people at large 
cot thank us 
n from American 
ee and settle it once and for all time, and close up the unsat- 

actory copartn i 
corporations, Does this bill, in any particular, accomplish this? 
I believe not. 

The bill provides that for the next ten years the Union Pacific 
Company pay annually to the Government the sum of $365,- 
000 of the principal of its deb 

cent; that for the ten following the company shall Pay. on 
the principal of its debt the sum of $550,000 per annum, and there- 
after $750,000 annually, on the principal of its indebtedness—a 
scheme that will delay the final extinction of the Union Pacific 
debt to a date eighty-three 
which is not consummated until three erations of men 
have passed away, and which provides for the final payment of 
the debts of the company in the third century of the ublic— 
a kine so distant eee remote ees ma can Pay in ne will 
any p rty to levy upon, w. 8 conditions sur- 
j — the property, or what will be the value of the road or 
its earning capacity—a settlement which seems to be founded on 
the assumption that this company will be in a condition twenty 
s hence to pay the Government annually, on the principal of 
ts debt, double what it is now able to pay or will be for the next 
ten years; a settlement the real test of the success of which would 
not come for ten or twenty years hence, for the paltry sum pro- 
to be paid annually for the next ten A her on principal and 
terest would more than be covered by Government trans- 
rtation and mail contracts; a settlement that does not settle, 

r the reason that we have no means of knowing that the com- 
panies now operating these roads, or that may be organized to 
operate them, will accept these conditions; and, further, for the 
more important reason that the bill provides that the roads may 
be thrown upon the Government whenever the company finds it 
for its interest so to do. 

Section 13 of the bill provides that whenever, in the opinion of 
the President of the United States, it shall be deemed necessary 
to the protection of the interests and the preservation of the secur- 
ity of the United States in t of its lien, mortgage, or other 
interest in the property, the ident shall direct the Secretary 

_ of the Treasury to redeem or pay off any paramount lien by pay- 
ing the sums lawfully due in respect thereof out of the Treasury 
of the United States, and no man knows at what time in the 
eighty years during which the settlement shall be pending the 
President may be called upon to pay off ount incumbrances, 
or to what extent he may be forced to do so. It is not entirely 
clear to es erp what the intent of this section is, for I can not 
conceive that it gives the Government any further security or any 
advantage in the collection of its debt further than are conferred 


by the remainder of the act. I can readily understand, however, | 
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t, and interest at the rate of 2 per | good la 


ears from now; asettlement, forsooth, | the Uni 
shali 


that under the provisions of the first f this section Š 
pr of the part o Sec the com 


ogee might réap a conside Š 
Pierce, who ap before the Senate and House com- 
ttees in the interest of the reorganization committee, 


t under the act of Congress subordinating the Government 
lien to the first-mort bonds the consent of the Government 
to be sued was invol Taking this view of the case, it seems 
to me there would be so yeaa but that these gentlemen would 
hold that under the provisions of this act the Government could 
be made a party to a suit in equity for the foreclosure of the 
first-mortgage bonds. If conditions should arise (and such con- 
ditions are by no means impossible) whereby the of 
the Union Pacific Railway should be decreased in value to an ex- 
tent that would jeopardize the interests of the first-mortgage 
bondholders, and there was any r that the road under forced 
sale would not bring the amount of the first-mortgage bonds, by 
the simple act of failure to pay interest on these first-mortgage 
bonds a suit could be instituted for the foreclosure, and, under 
the provisions of this act, the people of the United States would 
be compelled for the “ protection of the interests and the preser- 
vation of the security of the United States in respect of its lien” 
to redeem or otherwise clear off the first-m lien by paying 
the sums lawfully due in respect thereof out of the Treasury 
the United States.” Really, this is a very clever ment, 
whereby in no event can the first-mortgage bondholders receive 
less than par for their bonds. 

The provisions of this bill will not settle the question of the 
Pacific railways, for the reason, further, that under those provi- 
sions there are created, prior and paramount to the Government 
lien and mortgage, a first mortgage on the Union Pacific lines, 
amounting to at least the sum of $54,388,000. 

The present indebtedness of the Union Pacific associated lines 
on first-mortgage bonds is $33,532,000. Under foreclosure at the 
present time this sum would be prior to the mortgage to the Gov- 
ernment. Under the provisions of this bill the Government allows 
the sum of $20,656,000 to be made prior to its lien in addition to 
the amount which now occupies that favored position. In view 
of allowing this further amount to be placed as a prior lien upon 
all of the property of the company, the 5 is, from read- 
ing the bill, that the Government secures a lien which it does not 
now have on the unaided portions of the road and certain other 
property of the company. As to this property, it is claimed, I 
presume, 57 those who are advocating the passage of this bill 
that it would for the first time become subject to the Governmen 
lien under the provisions of this bill. On that point some very 
awyers, among them Senators of the United States, are of 
the opinion that the so-called Thurman Act of 1878, by the pro- 
visions of section 9, which are as follows 


to be a lien upon all the 
„ 


any 
Tapoa or jointl — Suo uppta — — < 
ively, fro ‘ eta and. — — 1 2 ih pee ant bar 
vely, m w. ‘ver source su an 
mount mortgage, lien, or claim thereon— z 8 


extends the lien of the Government over all of the property owned 
by the Union Pacific Railway Company. I know that it is con- 
tended that the decision of the Supreme Court in the case of the 
United States against the Central Pacific Railway, of May 10, 1886 
(118 U. S. Rep.), is to the effect that the United States has no lien 
under the Thurman Act other than upon the bond-aided portions 
of the road and property referred to in the acts under which this 
road was organized. But it is also the opinion of many able at- 
torneys that that decision does not take up or decide the question 
as to the extension of the Government's lien for the payment of 
the principal and interest of the debt owed by the r to the Goy- 
ernment. So it appears to be a grave question whether the pro- 
visions of this bill, which adds twenty-odd millions of dollars to 
the debt of the road made prior to the lien of the Government, 
really adds a dollar's worth of property to the security the Gov- 
ernment now has or would have under a foreclosure carried out 
under the provisions of existing law. On the other hand, it is the 
opinion of many who are competent to judge of the value of the 
properties which it is claimed by the advocates of this bill are for 
the first time made subject to Government lien that the prop- 
erties are highly valued at the sum of over $20,000,000, which is 
by this act made prior to the Government lien, in addition to the 
amount of the present first mortgage, and that, therefore, even 
when admitting that these properties are for the first time added 
to those on which the Government has a lien, the Government 
does not receive any additional security thereby. It is pene 
altogether too much to say that, as a matter of fact, this propo 

extension of the Government lien really embraces any property 
not embraced in the extensions of the Thurman Act, in view of 
the expressed opinion of eminent lawyers to the contrary, and I 
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therefore insist that that is not a settlement in any senso of the 
Word which increases prior and paramount indebtedness without, 
With any considerable degree of certainty, furnishing any further 
Bec 


urity. 

Ths provisions of this bill, in my opinion, will not settle the 
question of the Government's unsatisfactory condition in its con- 
ection with the Union Pacific Railway, for the very important 
reason that this bill provides for the payment of the ig rapid 
‘debts to its public and private creditors by starting ont an 
assumption of an amount of indebtedness largely in excess of the 
teal 3 of the 3 and payable under conditions which, 
in my opinion at least, the company can never meet. It is all 
‘very well to say that we insist that the Union Pacific Railway 

pay every dollar of the indebtedness owing to the Govern- 
ment, principal and interest, but it is not carrying out the idea 
‘embodied in that statement in good faith to propose or to agree 
to a so-called settlement the conditions of which, taking into 
consideration the condition of the pro and the business the 


road is now doing and is likely to do in the future, im burdens 
which the ement of the road are quite sure to it impos- 
sible or not to bondholders to 


e interest of the ra ry 0 

attempt to fulfill, If, as a private individual, you are making a 
settlement with a creditor who has other debtors having claims 
prior, antecedent, and paramount to yours, you will first endeavor 
to ascertain the earning capacity of the property upon which the 
total indebtedness is a lien, and then arrive at some settlement 
ida see under the conditions which prevail, and which to your 
best understanding and knowledge of the conditions will prevail in 
thefuture, and that the property, to the best of your knowledge and 
belief, under all the circumstances, can, under ordinary 3 
meet accruing obligations. It would be the extreme height o 
folly to agree to a settlement simply to make a good showing on 
paper, the conditionsof which would relieve your creditor toa very 
‘considerable extent over a period of years during which human 
foresight can form a reasonable estimate of the earning capacity 
of the pr , and providing for heavy payments only ata od 
so distant in time that business foresight and sagacity could not 
possibly form an estimate of the earning capacity of property 
‘at that time. 

We now propose to lighten the burden of the Union Pacific Rail- 
way Company in payments to the Government for the next ten 
2 to the amount of about $1,400,000 per annum on principal and 

terest accounts. Under the requirements of the Thurman Act 
the company has owed the Government, since the passage of that 
act, an average amount of $1,468,931 per annum, so that by the ae 
visions of this bill, while claiming to extend the Government lien 
over a greater amount of property, and which should result in the 
ability of the company to pay a greater sum per annum, it accepts 
conditions which places the final payment of the Government 
indebtedness junior and subsequent to the payment of over twenty 
millions of the first-mortgage bonds, and at the same time actually 
reduces the amount of annual payment. 

The Government will not receive within the next ten years from 
the company under the 1 of this bill as much as has been 
due it annually for the seventeen years under the Thurman 
Act. without taking into account the interest which accrued and 
should have been received by the Government from the roads on 
the subsidy bonds during that period. During the next ten years 
thereafter the Government is to receive $185,000 more per annum 
than for the first ten years in payment on the principal, and at 
the es baron of ten years more, or beginning at the year 1917, 
$200,000 more in payment on the principal, or ,000 per annum. 
Now, if the Union ific Railroad is ever going to be able to pay 
its indebtedness to the Government, it is my opinion it will be in 
better position to do so within the next twenty than at any 
time in its hi thereafter, and if, in the opinion of the framers 
of this bill, the Union Pacific Compan: l not be able in the 
next ten or twenty years to pay more than the amounts provided 
under this bill, they confess to the world that in their opinion 
the l will never be able to meet its Government obliga- 
tions, for, if they have any grounds on which to base the assump- 
tion that the roads will be in better financial condition in the dim 
and distant than in the near future, have not made them 
known. Isubmitthat ee is nothing int ie Die e surround- 
ing these p ies which gives promise of ability to pay greater 
amounts 6 in the third and rife a fifth 
decades hereafter than in the next ten or twenty years. In fact, 
the Union Pacific Railroad has handled more cars and tons of 
freight at certain periods during the last twelve months than it 
has ever handled in the same length of time in its history. The 
next twenty years will witness the development of the mineral 
and agricultural resources along the line of its-road and in the 
country tributary to it, which will add to the earning capacity of 
the road, unvexed by reductions in its tonnage by further compet- 
ing lines. But this same development will in course of time 
encourage the building of lines which will draw more and more 
from its territory, and no man can foresee or tell to what extent 


ee ee ages anak Ws the narro of its territory in 
that length of time, or to what extent in linés shall keep 
down the natural increase in its local business or — — 
continental lines shall share with it the natural increase of 
passenger and freight business. 

The past twenty years has seen an enormous decrease in the 
cost of railway construction. It is not probable that the coming 
twenty years will witness ay further decrease in the cost 
of construction, but itis a well-known fact that at this time com- 
peting lines can be constructed more direct, and therefore shorter, 

ween competing points than the Union Pacific, with lighter 

grades and ata cost representing but a fraction of the indebted- 

ness per mile with whieh you Pa to burden this road by the 
‘ore us. 


plan of 5 now be 

Taking these matters into consideration, can any business 
man believe that there is the slightest probability that the road 
will be able to earn more and pay more to the Government twenty 
years from now than at any time in the next two decades? In 
my opinion, the golden era of the Union Pacific Railroad is to be in 
the immediate future when the increased prosperity of the coun- 
try in general, which we confidently hopa or and expect, and the 
development of the territory along its line shall largely increase 
its present business before further competition shall to reduce 
its proportion of throngh and local traffic. 

I do not know by what process of reasoning the framers of this 
bill have arrived at the conclusion that the amounts to be paid 
in the ing years provided therein are all that can be reasona- 
bly asked of the roads. I presume that they are judging the future 
2 the ability of the roads to pay in the past; and, taking into con- 

deration the fact that the Union Pacific has claimed to be unable 
to pay the interest on its first-m e bonds and pay the Gov- 
ernment the amount required by the Thurman Act, how do they 
expect that the road shall in the immediate future pay an increased 
interest charge prior to the Government's lien, by reason of the 
addition of $20,000,000 to its first-mortgage inde and then, 
ina dim and uncertain future, which the keenest human foresight 
can not fathom or explore, pay alargely increased amount of 
indebtedness per annum? 

It seems to me that this bill simply opens up an endless le 
and labyrinth of complications between the Government and the 
roads; continues a copartnership between the Government and 
private corporations repugnant to the spirit of our institutions, 
and, judging from past 5 one in which the Government 
always gets the worst of the deal. } : 

Let us imagine, if you please, that this bill goes into effect, and 
that the Union ific Company ts the provisions of this 
bill, and that for the next ten years the company continues to 

ay the Government its average yearly stipend of, fourteen hun- 

thousand dollars. Now, it is provided in section 21 of the 
bill that the companies taking advantage of the bill shall have the 
pre of constructing or extending its railway by consolidation, 

„or otherwise, and of leasing its railway and property or 
parts thereof. I leave to others the discussion of the 3 oe ques- 
tions involved in the pr ition of consolidation and lease and 
content myself with the single statement that this section confers 
powers on these railroad companies to consolidate with or lease 
to competing lines which are contrary to decisions of the Su e 
Court of the United States, the tenor of the statutes of the United 
States and of the States of this Union, and menacing the public 
good and welfare. 

That part of the provision which empowers the leasing of the 
railway or its property or any part thereof, those who are at all 
familiar with railway management will understand. One of the 
most prolific sources of injury to railway properties is the power 
exercised by railway managements to lease portions of their p: 
erty to other corporations at figures and under conditions whic 
the public has come to recognize as being in the interests of those 
in immediate control of the railway properties but not in the in- 
terest of the general creditors of the a 

Under the provisions of this bill, no matter how much increased 
shall be the business of the Union Pacific in the next twenty 
years, no matter how enormous its earnings in the management 
of its properties might be, the Government will receive only the 
paltry sum provided for in the bill. You can rest assured that 
the opportunity to lease certain properties of the road, which might 
include coal p ies which are immensely valuable, would be 
used in a way that would not leave the apparent of the 
company large enough to entitle the Government to any further 
annual payments than are prondes for on account of principal 
and interest in this bill. I do not make this statement use I 
believe that the Union Pacific Railway will be in the hands of 
men who will not conduct the affairs of the road within the lines 
of legitimate management, as it is understood in certain railway 
circles, but because they will exercise their sagacity in the man- 
agement of affairs, as the interests of those in the control of the 
road shall dictate, after eee their statutory obligations to 
the Government. Therefore it does not require any stretch of 
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the imagin&tion to presume that after ten or twenty years, or 
even sooner, if business judgment shall suggest it, the Union 
Pacific Railway, having been drained, as it has been in the past, 
of every possible dollar that can be gotten out of it by high rates 
and shrewd manipulation of its auxiliary property, shall, by a 


refusal to pay for six months the accrued interest to the Uni 
States, be thrown upon the people of the nation like a Dead Sea 
apple, with neither flavor nor su ce. Then the Government 
would be called upon to pay not the amount which it would be com- 
pelled to pay to-day in order to meet the first mortgage, if it sa w fit 
80 to do, but an amount increased to the extent of $20,000,000, or, in 
other words, to protect its interest in the road by the payment of 
the first-mortgage bonds, approximating $55,000,000. 

What better position will the Government be in then than it is 
to-day? It may be in an infinitely worse ponon, for we do not 
know when this will occur, and we do not know what the value of 
these properties will be when it does occur. It might be the case 
that the road would not be worth a dollar more and not be able 
to earn a dollar more than the interest on the fifty-five-million- 
dollar first-mort bonds, and then the Government would be 
in the business of railroading with a vengeance, having purchased 
a railroad at twice its value. If the Government does not see fit 
to operate the road at that time, it can sell the same for what the 
property is worth. If the property sells for more than the $55,- 

„000, the Government will save the amount of the excess, what- 
ever that might be, and there is noreason to suppose that it would 
be more—and it might be vastly less—than the excess over the 
amount of the much smaller present first-mortgage indebtedness 
: 5 the companies should the road be sold under foreclosure at this 

© 


I am opposed, Mr. Chairman, to the provisions of this bill, 
because they do not in any particular materially change the status 
of the Government in its very unsatisfactory relations with the 
Union Pacific railways. Some of the astute attorneys for these 
railroads endeavor to create the impression that the Government 
has but a very precarious tail hold on the property of the com- 
panies at this time. However that may be, we certainly have a 
grip upon the pe ase Be id Se firm and solid, although it 
may be only upon the cau appendage and it is my opinion that 
we should not let go this firm hold upon the brush of the animal 
with the hope that as it goes fleeting past we pow ed able to gr: 
it again, with a probability that our p be very muc 
nearer the end of the brush than formerly. 

I am o to the bill for the reason that it offers no ray of 
hope to the people living along the line of the Union Pacific Rail- 
way for relief from the very unsatisfactory conditions that have 
existed there for years past. With our people it is not a matter 
of so great importance how the Government connection with the 
Union Pacific Railway shall be settled as that it shall be settled 
now and for all time. We look upon the darkened vista of the 
future which this bill seems to open with fear and apprehension. 
We can not fail to realize that it means the capitalization of a 
railroad on which we are largely dependent to an extent which 
in our opinion renders it impossible for it to compete in freight 
and passenger rates with roads now completed, or building, or in 
contemplation, in our State or adjoining territory. The work- 
ingmen of my State—the cy at be of this road—look with appre- 
hension on a bill which shall give the management the excuse for 
a reduction of wages, on the plea of a vast indebtedness to the 
Government which must be paid, and I protest most emphaticall 
in the names of the employees of the Union Pacific Railro: 
whose interests are jeopardized by the continued unnatural and 
unsatisfactory relations existing between the railroad and the 
Government, jeopardized by immense capitalization of the road 
upon which they are employed, which would almost compel the 
reduction of wages to oe the net earnings up to an amount 
sufficient to pay annual fixed charges. 7 

I protest in the name of the business communities which I rep- 
resent against the provisions of an act which will give an excuse, 
nay, even demand, the maintenance of high local rates in order to 
meet interest ae on a road bonded for nearly twice what it is 
worth, and possibly double the amount for which it could be 
duplicated. 

rotest in the name of common business judgment against a 
settlement which does not settle, and against a proposition which 
brings up before us pebrina and probabilities of a long time of 
litigation, auxiliary legisiation, and probable final liquidation, with 
the Government holding the empty sack. 

I can not, in the brief time allotted to me for the discussion of 
this subject, even suggest legislation to meet the conditions now 
confronting usin the settlement with these roads. But I insist 


that no legislation that could possibly be conceived, or no condi- 
tions that under any contingency could arise under existing leg- 
islation, could bring about a condition so harmful to the people 
living along the lines of these roads, so fraught with future dan- 
gers and complications, so absolutely unfair to the Government, 
and, in the long run, so sure to prove unsatisfactory and damag- 


ing to the interests of the roads themselves and the owners thereof, 
as 


his 
If the Government has, by acts of legislation, been placed in a 
position where it is impossible to recover what it has 8 to 
3 . the 3 yp aao mes 7 0 tote it 0 70 be for 

e people of the nation, and especially for the people li alon 
the line of the roads. No fear of the possible 0 of the debe 
owed to the Government should swerve those charged with the 
duty of legislation or administration from winding up and severin 
for evermore all connection of the Goyernment and the people of 
the United States with the bond-aided corporations. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 
e CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from California with- 
draw his formal amendment? 

Mr. BARHAM. Yes, sir. A 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment 
to the section just read. I understand from the gentleman from 
Kansas, who offered an amendment just now, that he will reserve 
it for the present. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Thechairman of the committee, the gentl 
man from Vermont [Mr. Powrrs], and I have agreed that, j 
there be no objection on the part of the House, my amendment 
shall be considered as pending for a short time until he can ascer- 
tain whether it will be acceptable or not. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I ask that my amendment be 


The amendment was read, as follows: 


Strike out, in line 5, page 4, to the word “thereof” in li page, 
pe ge e the following: 205. 5 ; 


Mr. PARKER also offered the following: : 
Strike out in, line 21, page 5, the words within thirty days after such dis- 
tion has been o and insert 8 
tie npn naa bonn mma rt “approved by him before such dispo» 

Mr. PARKER. Mr. Chairman, I am not opposed to a funding 
bill. Lonly ask that any funding bill which we shall pass may 
oe for paying to the Government as much interest as the 

overnment has to pay out—3 per cent interest at least—and that 
the lien of the Government shall cover all the property of these 
companies. 1 told this committee yesterday that the business of 
these roads for eight or ten years past, according to information 
derived from the Railroad e eee shows that they have 
earned above their other mortgage interest nearly 5 per cent on the 
whole Government debt. The interest on that other mortga: 
debt it is proposed to reduce from 6 per cent to4 percent. If 
that be done, there will be over 2 per cent more which could be 
applied to the Government debt. There is ample security for 4 
per cent first mo they should not be blanket mortgages— 
and for 3 per cent to the Government and for proper sinking funds, 
But that is only so if all the property pat te by the Railroad 
Commissioner is included in the mortgage. 

Now, I have no hesitation in saying that property of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, valued by the Railroad Commissioner 
at $53,000,000, including stocks, bonds, and control of feeders, is 
left out of the description embraced in the bill. My amendment 

it in the first place that the description used in the bill as 
o the property of the Central Pacific Company shall be used with 
reference to that of the Union Pacific, and include all property. 
In the second place, instead of the general provision that the rail- 
road company may di of any of its stocks, lands, or other 
assets or securities in any way that it chooses, provided that such 
disposition be reported within thirty days to the Treasurer of the 
United States, my amendment progone to provide that this shall 
not be done without the consent of the Treasurer of the United 
States. This corresponds with the provision always included in 
similar cases. When trust mortgages are executed, the trustees 
must always consent. 

Now, let us see what property this bill popo shall be made 
subject to the mortgage ìn the case of the Union Pacific. Not all 
its property, but a certain line of road, together with certain land 
grants. The terminals are stated; and then, describing the prop- 
erty to be covered by the mortgage, the language is: 


All pr appurtenant thereto embraced in and covered by existing 
morigngerc tis Or 


nion Pacific Railway Company. 

That is all. What do those mortgages cover? Do they cover 
stocks and bonds? Those are not mentioned here. as this 
ero intentional? I find similar phraseology at the top of 
page 8: 

hall all the li £ rail $ „and ts emb; 
—.— loaver] . — re tt way property, franchises, and rights embraced 
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Again, in lines 9 and 10 of page 9, I find the same phrase: 

All other property embraced in said existing mortgages. 

Again, on page 10, lines 11, 12, 13, 24, and 25—I need not read 
the particular clauses—the lan age is repeated over and over 
again, that the new mortgage which the Government is to obtain 
is not to cover all the property of the company—its stocks, and 
bonds, and interest, and feeders, and whatever makes up the plant 
of which we know the income. Instead of that, this mortgage 
of the Government is to cover only certain parts of that property, 
carefully described as being included in the existing mortgages of 
that eee: Does that language cover all the property 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman allow a suggestion? 

Mr. PARKER. Les, sir. 

Mr. POWERS. _ IL see that the gentleman in framing his amend- 
ment has followed the text of the original bill, sothat the amend- 
ment is not applicable to the reprinted bill, in which the lines 


vary. a 

ah PARKER. But there is no change in the language that I 
have been reading. It is exactly the same in the bill last printed 
as in the 5 1 Print. 

Mr. POWERS. The object of my suggestion is to assist the 
entleman. His references tolines are wrong when applied to the 
ill as it is now before us. 

Mr. PARKER. I am very much obliged to the gentleman for 

his suggestion. 

MEN the hammer fell. 

. POWERS. Iask thatthe gentleman from New Jersey may 
have a fair opportunity to present his amendment. 

Mr. PARKER. I should like to have a few minutes more. 

Mr. POWERS. I hope Imay be allowed to complete my sug- 
gestion to the gentleman. The bill has been reprinted, and in 
reprinting the numbering of the lines has been changed. The 

entleman in drawing his amendment has 1 
the origina! bill with the lines as originally numbe: I sug- 
that he take his amendment and recast it so as to conform to 

‘Pere Be 2 

PAR I Will do so. 

Mr. POWERS. If the gentleman will recast the amendment, 
we shall be glad to examine it and take it into consideration. 

Mr. PAR I should like a minute or two more if I can 
have it. I ask unanimous consent to occupy three minutes more. 

The The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
PARKER] asks unanimous consent that his time be extended 
minutes. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. PARKER. I do not know what may have been the inten- 
tion of the committee in inserting the language that I have read. 
We have no valuations of particular parts of the property. We 
have no statements in the report of the Railroad Commissioner as 
to the earnings of the different parts of the property. But we do 
find in the statement of the assets of the Union Pacific Railroad, 
on page 20 of the report of 1896, a recital of other stocks and 
bonds,” amounting to forty-seven millions and some odd thou- 
sands; and also a reference to ‘‘ stocks and bonds held in trust for 
the company,” amounting to five millions and some odd thousands 
of dollars. 

We likewise have a statement of the liabilities of the road. 
There is under the first mortgage forty millions or more of indebt- 
edness; under the other funded debt forty millions more, and 
interest in arrears of two and a half millions on each, making 
$85,000,000 in all. And this bill proposes to place the funded debt 
at $54,000,000. Therefore, the question arises, What becomes of 
the other thirty or thirty-five millions? What has become of the 
other sixty millions (or ninety millions, as stated here by some one) 
of property on which the other thirty millions of debt is a lien? 
Why take a mortgage on part of the property instead of all of it? 
Give a lien on the whole of it, provide that it shall not be released 
without the consent of the Secretary of the Treasury, or any other 
persons you may name; fund the existing prior mortgages at 4 per 
cent instead of 6. Why make them a blanket mortgage? Give 
the Government 3 per cent interest instead of 2, include the 
interest in default that the Government has been out of for thirty 
years, and you will have a funding bill which is still backed by 
plenty of property, that is managed by Government directors, and 
through this extension of the Government indebtedness the whole 
amount can finally be paid. 

And I protest against taking a part of the property and allowing 
millions and millions to be taken away from the.Government lien. 
I protest against changing the debt to the Government due by 
these roads into one payable only after eighty years with interest 
at only 2 per cent. I am for an honest, straightforward funding 
bill, but I am sorry to say that I can not support the provisions of 
the pending bill without radical amendment in these regards. 

ere the hammer fell.] 

. SWANSON. Mr. Chairman, this proposition can be sus- 
tained only on the ground that the Government has an additional 
security or receives an additional security for the $21,000,000 in 
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the Union Pacific and $24,000,000 in the case of the Central Pacific, 
whichis made a prior lien to the Government lien on the main line 
of the road. 

It seems to me that if the House understood the proposition 
they would readily concede that this is the very worst bill that was 
ever presented for the settlement of the obligations of these roads. 
The proposition is wholly untenabie. In the Union Pacific there 
are 1,822 miles of road, and the Government has a second mort- 
page on most of the road, there being a prior lien of $33,000,000. 

bill provides to put $21,000,000 ahead of the Government lien, 
that sum of 821,000, 000, as conceded by these gentlemen, being no 
lien on 1,428 miles of the road. 

Now, what is the excuse for putting $21,000,000 to-day, that is 
not a lien on 1,428 miles of the road, as a mortgage upon the road, 
and making the Government lien subsequent to it? ey do it on 
the ground that the Government ge additional security for its 
claim. On what is this additional security based? On the 394 
miles of the road westward, to the rights pertaining to the Omaha 
Bridge, and to the land on which they claim that the Government 
has no lien to-day. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I say that these properties are already mort- 
gaged to their full value. This is shown by the fact that the 
5 based on them are selling on the market now at less 
than par. 

But further than that I want to say, and will show it by the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, that we have 
already asmuch of a mortgage on this property as we will get if this 
billshall become a law. By the ninth section of the Thurman Act 
the lien of the United States and all of the debts due the United 
States by these roads are extended to all the assets, real and per- 
sonal, of this road, as wellas all of the assets of the Central Pacific 
and the Union Pacific railroads. 

Now, we have a lien, subject to this $21,000.000 worth of bonds, 
on the 394 miles of the road, on the Omaha Bridge, and on the 
land. This bill simply provides for a second mortgage on all this 
property, subject to the existing claims; and we will give these peo- 
ple the right of putting $21,000,000 of mortgage, prior to ours, on 
wea miles of road that they have not a particle of lien on 

-day. 

But let us see what the decisions of the courts are. In 99 United 
States Reports, the Supreme Court, in the Sinking Fund Case, 
appropriating the funds of the Omaha Bridge and the assets of the 

nion Pacific road, decides this question. They hold that the 
Thurman Act was constitutional; that Con retained the power 
to amend the charters of these incorporations; and that Congress 
had a right to sequestrate the earnings of the Omaha Bridge, and 
of the entire system of the road, in order to provide for the sink- 
ing-fund requirement of the act. 

e gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Powkns] cited a case in 
118 United States to overthrow the decision in 99 United States 
Reports. The 99th United States Reports, in the decision of the 
oe Court, sustains the Thurman Act. Itsaid that Congress 
had the power to prevent the Union Pacific from making contracts 
subsequent to that time. The 118th United States sustains the 
Thurman Act also. It simply said, in passing under the second 
section of that act, that it applied to the subsidized portion and not 
to the unsubsidized portion in retaining on the part of the Goy- 
ernment the compensation paid for certain services on the road, 

In the very language of it, on page 238, it says: 

Err casə turns on the true interpretation of this section of the Thurman 
ct. 

Now, the United States gets its lien by the ninth section of the 
Thurman Act, which says that the United States shall have alien 
on all the assets, all the estate, real, personal, and otherwise, of 
the Union Pacific 8 and co uently these gentlemen 
do not give us a single additional lien on the terminals, the Omaha 
Bridge, or the unsubsidized portion of the railroad, but we waive 
our lien on 1,425 miles of road. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PARKER]. 

The question being taken, Mr. PARKER demanded a division. 

Mr. POWERS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. I arranged 
with the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PARKER] to defer 
until his amendment could be corrected. 

Mr. PARKER. My amendment is right. 

Mr, POWERS. The gentleman acknowledged thatit should be 
corrected. 

Mr. PARKER. It does not need correction. 

Mr. POWERS, Task that this matter be laid aside temporarily. 
I am very confident the gentleman has made a clerical error in 
reference to the numbers of the lines in the bill to which the 
amendment applies. He thinks he has not. Now, for his own 
protection he ought to be sure that the amendment is in proper 
om; at all events. The mistake grows out of the reprint of the 


Mr. PARKER. Iam right 3 to the reprint of the bill, 
and I had the reprint of the bill after all. : 
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The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. POWERS. Task unanimous consent that the considera- 
tion of this amendment be deferred for thirty minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair can hardly entertain that re- 

uest. 
4s Mr. PARKER, If the amendment can hold the floor for thirty 
minutes, Ido not mind. I do not want any other to come in. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee is dividing. The Chair does 
not see how the request can be entertained. 

Mr. POWERS. ask unanimous consent that the considera- 
tion of the amendment may be deferred for thirty minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks unanimous consent 
that the consideration of the amendment may be deferred. Is 
there objection? 

Mr. DEN. I at 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 52, noes 36. 

Mr. POWERS. I demand tellers. The House does not know 
what this amendment is. 
joanne CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont demands 

ers. 

Tellers were ordered; and the Chairman appointed Mr. POWERS 
and Mr. PARKER. 5 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I ask to have the amendment read again 
for the information of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio asks unanimous 
consent that the amendment be again reported. The Chair hears 
ho objection. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The amendment of Mr. PARKER was in read. 

The CHAIRMAN. As manyas favor amendment will pass 
between the tellers and be counted. 

The committee divided; and the’ tellers reported—ayes, 92; 


noes, 1. 
Acco: ro amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BRO ICK. Mr. Chairman, the next amendment was 
offered by myself, and there is an ment between shee) vol 
tleman from Vermont [Mr. Powns] and myself as to a ifica- 
tion of the amendment. I have handed the Clerk a note which 
will state the modification. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 


Mr. PARKER. I rise to a point of order. 1 have another 
amendment to the same section, which is in the hands of the Clerk. 
Mr. BRODERICK. Mine takes precedence. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed by the Clerk that both 
amendments of the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. PARKER] 
Were read together when first reported to the committee. The 
pek will report the amendment offered by the gentleman from 

nsas. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

th * Treasury,” insert the foll: 8 

Cp petted further That the sail Union Pacific Railway Genmanf shall ro- 
ag Spree and abandon any and all claims, right, title, interest, and demand to 
or in a right of way exceed 100 feet in th, through the lands formerly 
known as the ware watomie Indian Reservation, in the State 
of except where said right of way is now in actual use for railway 


purposes.” 

Mr. POWERS. I have no objection to that amendment. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Thechai of the committee says there 
is no objection. I ask that the amendment be agreed to. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
al WATSON of Ohio addressed the committee. See Appen- 


Mr. COOKE of Illinois, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that this 
subject seems to my mind so deeply important that itis overpower- 
. There is here involved a sum of money or property reaching 
to $112,000,000; and fi the members of this House have not be- 
fore them any complete report or record upon which they are to 
judge of this matter. Its intricacy, its extent, and its volume are 
so great that I confess for my part, though I have gathered much 
material and have been quite diligent in my researches, I have 
not been able to obtain all nor nearly all the documents upon 
which to conduct the studies that I feel it is necessary for me to 
conduct before I vote upon a question of this magnitude. I call 
the attention of the members of this House and the people of the 
country to the fact that we are sitting here in deliberation upon 
this great question without having before us a report from any 
committee of this House, or of the Senate, that even purports to 
Rive a list or catalogue of the documents, papers, records, or pub- 
ic proceedings upon which we must n ily form our judg- 
ment. We are necessarily in the dark to a very great extent. 
The report made by the majority of the Committee on Pacific 
Roads in favor of this bill I hold in my hand. It is a mere leaflet, 
containing only 13 pages. The report of the Senate committee 
upon this same subject, Se e adoption of the bill to settle 
this enormous indebtedness, I hold in my hand. It consists of 
another leaflet of but 10 pages. There is nowhere in either of 
ese reports, or in any report which I have been able to examine 
or place my hands upon, a list, a catalogue, anything that would 


answer to a bibliography of this great and appalling subject. For 
that reason, Mr. irman, I insist that this House is in no condi- 
tion, and will be in no condition to vote upon this question until 
it has before it something that it can in self-r t call a record 
upon which to act. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I would favor the 
option of a resolution something like this, which I now read 
simply for the information of the House: 
Resolved, That the ding bill be recommitted to the Committee on Pacific 


Railroads, and that t committee be, and it is hereby, directed to rt t. 
the House of resentatives at the earliest — ble moment = st or 


ts 
reports showing where — — of the same may be obtained, to the end that 
2 


Pema ig of the documents, information, reports, and data which are re- 
fe Co e committee in its said report of April 25, 1896, in the follow- 
w $ 


Very exhaustive inquiries have been conducted by committees and com- 
missions appointed Congress into all the facts affecting the relations 
between the Pacific roads and the Government, and into the conditions 
= — 82 the 83 of their 8 This eee avoid, i 

e ntre any unn repetition etailed ma tersembraced 
in r familiar and — j S reports.“ 


Mr. NORTHWAY. Mr. Chairman, I do not rise for the pur- 
poe of entering into a discussion of the main question. The fas 

insufficient for that. I barely wish to state some of the reasons 
which actuate me in the vote which I shall give inst the pas- 
sage of this bill. In voting against the bill, I wish it to be under- 
stood that I do not impugn the intelligence, the integrity, the 
patriotism, or the devotion to the public interest of the Commit- 
tee on Pacific Rai in the report that it has submitted to this 
House. I want to say, however, supplementing the remark of the 
gentleman who last addressed the committee . CooKE of Tli- 
nois], thatwhile I haveattempted to acquaint myself with this sub- 
ject and have spent nearly all my vacation in the effort, [am com- 
pelled to admit that Istand here to-day pretty much a stranger to 
it, and I donot believe that Iimpugn the intelligence of any member 
of this House when I say that very few of us 3 the com- 
plexity or the 1 of the subject with Which we are here 
called upon to deal. 

I have been a lawyer and have practiced law for thirty years, 
and I have never seen the day, poor a lawyer as I might be, when 
I would permit a client of mine to be dictated to by the party on 
the other side until I fully understood all of my client’s case. [Ap- 
plause.] We stand here acting in behalf of the Government, not 
in opposition to the debtors of the Government, but for the best 
interests of the Government itself, and if there is a single gentle- 
man here, outside of the members of the Committee on Pacific 
Railroads, who dares say that he fully understands all of the facts 
and all of the evidence so clearly as to entitle him to vote intelli- 
gently SRE this subject, I would like to see the tleman and to 
visit with him, for he can enlighten me. ng ter.] 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I have not time to answer questions. You 
have been on the floor a good deal; now let me talk a little. 
(Laughter, ] 

Now, Mr. Chairman, rather than vote for a bill that I know 
nothing about, which may compromise the Government's claim 
to $112,000,000, I will let the Government continue to occupy the 
position which it holds at present. [Applause.] I do not see any 
necessity for our running a foot race in the settlement of this busi- 
ness, e occupy a controlling position. No one can force us to 
act. I do not believe in permitting these debtors of the Govern- 
ment to dictate terms. [Applause.] They have done it for thirty 
years, but I think it ought to stop. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. PATTERSON], whom I regard highly for his intellect, as 
equal to any gentleman in this House, an able and patriotic man, 
stood here yesterday and pro to put into the hands of the 
debtors of the Government a bludgeon with which they can dic- 
tate a settlement. He is op; to foreclosing for fear that we 
shall have to buy the road. I do not believe that that gentleman, 
after thinking it over, would make the same speech to-day or 
would sanction the speech he made yesterday. I want to see this 
Government stand upon its rights and have all the rights of a 
creditor, even though that policy does force it to buy those roads. 
[Applause] 

here is no use in playing the coward and saying to these peo- 
ple, “We will not enforce our rights; now tell us what you will 
o?” The moment you take that position they will offer you the 
worst possible terms that they think you will accept. I believe in 
standing for the rights of the American ple in this matter. I 
believe in saying to these parties, We will stand upon our rights, 


even though we should be compelled to take the roads.” And I 
taking that position any more 
cores that the 
proper, cer 
Aad eon) the 


* 


do not see how we can suffer by 
than we should suffer under this bill, which 

President of the United States may, when he t 
tify to the Secretary of the Treasury that, in 
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security of the Government has become insufficient, whereupon 
the Secretary shall be Haynes to pay off the prior lien out of 
the Treasnry of the United States. t is the provision of this 
bill. Now, what is to hinder the owners of this road, if they 
make this settlement with the Government, from putting the 
money, as they have done during the last few years, into improve- 
ments upon the road, while they default upon the interest on their 
first-mortgage bonds, thus practically compelling the Government 
to forego what is due it in order that the amount may be spent 
upon improying the road? 
Another thing. I should like to know why the Government by 
this bill should permit the stockholders to receive a dividend of 4 
cent on the stock while we accept 2 per cent on the bonds. 
This road in the course of the next eighty years may become a 
profitable road, and may be able to earn more than would pay 4 
cent dividends on its stock. But under the provisions of sec- 
on 17, if the companies earn more than 4 per cent—in other words, 
they should earn 6 per cent dividends—they can, after paying 4 
per cent, take the other 2 per cent and give us only one-half, thus 
enabling 5 per cent to be paid upon the stock, I submit that the 
stockholders ought not to have more than 4 cent until the 
obligation of the Government has been paid off. They ought not 
to be i to derive in that way the excess over 4 per cent. 
ag the hammer fell.) 

r. POWERS. Iask unanimous consent that the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. HUBBARD] be allowed ten minutes on behalf 
of the opponents of the bill, and that I, following him, may be 
allowed the same time to close the debate, which must close, as I 


understand, at 5 o’clock to-day. This proposition, I believe, is 
acceptable to both sides. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentlemanfrom Vermont asks that the 


remaining time be divided equally between the gentleman from 
Missouri and himself. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I object. I want to occupy 
five minutes. 

Mr.NORTHWAY. Ifthisdebateshould proceed until 5 o'clock, 
will there be then opportunity to offer further amendments to the 
substitute or to the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Then I should like to offer an amendment 
now. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont [Mr. Powers] as to the division of the 
remaining time? 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. I object. 

Mr. NORTHWAI. I desire to offer an amendment to the 
amendmentof the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. HARRISON], and 
to have it pending, so that if his amendment should come up to 
be voted on, mine will be voted upon as an amendment to it. 

The MAN. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NORTH- 
WAY] offers an amendment, which will be read, to the substitute 
of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Harrison]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Pit Eg out all of section 1, after the words “Section 1," and insert the fol- 

That a commission consisting of three persons, to 

the Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of the Interior, and Attorney- 
Genera shall be constituted, with full power to settle, reshma} compromise 


o indebtedness of any and all of the bond-aided Pacific railroads to the 
Government of the Uni 


be named, one each, 


ident for his ap oval or 5 and when approved by shall 
n 


binding as a v. agreement.“ 

In lieu of section 4 insert the following: 

ie ieee sree morn a eae 
the eons of $15,000, or so much t eor as —— be needed to pay such 9 
sioners and to pay the ex incident to such settlement and to carry out 
the provisions of this „is hereby appropriated out of any funds in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.’ 

The CHAIRMAN. This will be considered pending as an 
amendment to the substitute of the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. r. Chairman and gentlemen, 
I did not wish to treat the leaders of the debate on either side with 
any discourtesy; but after having carefully studied this subject 
and having prepared a speech, I was very rudely cut off this 
morning. 

The committee in their report say that additional security is 
given by the Government lien covering unsoldlands. If you will 
examine the bill yon will find it especially provided that the lands 
unsold shall be sold for the benefit of the holders of the first 
mortgage. So that the securityis not additional. In fact, it is of 
but little value to-day, because, as I am informed, the lands are 
covered by millions upon millions of land-grant bonds. 

The reason I am op to any extension of the payment of 
this debt is that the Government of the United States is in a 
stronger poreon to-day with reference to these railroads than it 
can eyer be at any future time. The hour of deliverance, thank 

, has at last come. For thirty years the Government of the 
United States has been powerless to enforce the paymant of the 


interest on its debt. And now it is proposed that instead of a 
mortgage at 3 or 3} per cent, the lowest just rate according to the 


market rate of interest generally when the security is undoubted, 
we shall scale down the interest, so that by a reduction of 1 or 1 
per cent on the intérest the whole of the principal shall be cance! 
and the Government of the United States shall receive in reality 
nothing whatever on account of the principal of the debt. 

The rights of the United States are conditioned upon the matu- 
zma the bonds. That period has come at last. I believe that 
if these mortgages are foreclosed that, in so far as the Union Pacific 
road is concerned, the Government would receive some $46,000,000. 
That is the whole of its principal and 84 per cent interest on that 
principal. ButwhydolIsobelieye? Ibelieveit, gentlemen, because 
the various propositions offered by the Union Pacifi c in the past 
show that enough bonds—that is to say, bonds of the value of 
forty-seven or forty-eight millions of do would be set aside 
in their 1 of organization with which to provide for the pay-. 
ment of the Government liens. Moreover, it must be borne in 
mind that neither in the act of 1862, nor in the act of 1864, nor at 
any time by any act of Congress, has the United States abandoned 
its privilege as a sovereign not to be sued by the 8 so that 
without the Goyernment’s consent, without a voluntary appear- 
ance in the snit by the Attorney-General on behalf of the United 
States, no foreclosure by the first-mortgage bondholders can give 

title, no plan of reorganization can be efficacious or success- 

. In other words, before the railroad can be reorganized it 

musi first settle with the United States by guaranteeing an upset 

price which shall be satisfactory to the Government, and shall pro- 
tect sufficiently the lien of the United States. 

Now, so far as the Central Pacific is concerned,if you pass this 
bill you do not benefit the innocent stockholders of that road. Do 
they come here and ask for 1 tion? No; it is another corpora- 
tion. It is the Southern Pacific which desires to throttle the Cen- 
tral Pacific. 

Were that road to be sold under foreclosure proceedings, there 
would of necessity be three or four great bidders for the propersy: 
We should have the stockholders of the Central Pacific, we d 
have the Southern Pacific, we should have the reorganized Union 
Pacific, and we should probably have the Denver and Rio Grande 
to bid. So, as a business proposition, the road can be now sold 
for the best advantage of the Government and the people of the 
United States. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, a word further. While I do not believe, 
as an initial proposition, in the Government ownership of rail- 
roads, I do not believe any more in subvention, aid, or subsidy 
paid by the Government of the United States to the railroads. But 
this was a great national work, a national undertaking, born of 
a national necessity, and if to protect our rights—the rights of the 

le of the United States—we have to buy the lines, I say it will 
be tar better than to fund this debt under the provisions of this 
bill. We are not to blame for the misfortunes of the past, for any 
loss thus far entailed upon the United States, but we are responsi- 
ble for any unwise legislation in the present, and we shall be held 
accountable by the people as their trustees for any loss or 2 
which may come in the future by reason of the passage of this 
or the enactment of this proposed law. 

Mr, HUBBARD. Mr. Chairman, nothing could be more ap- 

parent to this House than that those who have sought to pass this 
ill have ceased trying to do so on its merits. They have aban- 
doned the merits of the bill, and three weapons sg have been 
used in their discussion to induce members to lend it their support 
on this floor. 
` The gentleman from Iowa on yesterday asserted in his observa- 
tions on the measure a proposition to which I wish to call atten- 
tion for a moment. He wanted the House to understand that the 
failure to support this bill possibly meant Government ownership 
and Government operation of these roads; that is their first 
weapon. Far be it from me, Mr. Chairman, and other members 
of the Pacific Railroad Committee who opposed the passage of this 
measure, to lend our aid in any way, shape, or form to Government 
ownership or Government operation of railroads. We stand here 
as representatives of the Government—Representatives of the 
ple of the United States—and ask that this Government be 
eated fairly when it comes to the question of settling its debt 
with these wealthy corporations. This bill does not deal fairly 
with us, and we ask its defeat on that ground alone. Nor does 
such defeat tend, either directly or indirectly, toward Government 
ownership of such roads. 

The second weapon being used is that the Treasury of the United 
States will be invaded. The gent eman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] 
also displayed this club, and the distinguished gentleman from 
IIlinois Mr. Cannon], always careful and always keeping his 
weather eye on the Treasury of the United States, to 13 and 
protect our moneys, came to his rescue, and advocates this propo- 
sition on that theory; for otherwise, he contends, the Government 
will have to issue bonds or take from the Treasury money to pro- 
tect its interests. 
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Let me call the attention of the committee for a few moments 
to Poor’s Railway Manual of 1896, where, on page 894, you will 


find a statement that there is now in the sinkin din the State 
of California 89,966, 132.57, and in the sinking fund of the United 
States the sum of $6,259,127.15, belonging to the Central Pacific 
Railroad, and there is another sum further on of some $17,000,000 
belonging to the United States sinking fund of the Union Pacific 
Railroad, not a dollar of which is in the United States A 
mo a available to be applied in liquidation of the first-mortgage 
nds. 

Mr. LACEY. What is the total of the sinking fund? 

Mr. HUBBARD. The total is somewhat in excess of $33,000,- 
000, more than enough to meet all maturing first-mortgage bonds 
that will fall due for more than a year to come. 

Mr. LACEY. What is the form of the sinkin ng Sande 

Mr. HUBBARD. Part cash and part bonds that are worth par 
in the market, and for which cash can be secured any moment. 
The gentleman from Illinois referred also to the $2,000,000 to be 
paid in, and he claims that the Government is that much richer 
for getting it. That money to-day, Mr. Chairman, is in the Treas- 
ury of the United States. Although it belongs to the railroad com- 
panies they can not get it unless Congress provides for paying itto 
them. It is on their earnings, and the passage of this bill will not 
add an additional dollar tothe Treasury of the United States. The 
third weapon being used on members to pass the measure—I under- 
stand it is being urged with great energy by the lobby—is that the 
incoming Republican Administration does not want to be embar- 
rassed by the settlement or readjustment of these debts. Shame 
on such a thought! Away with it! Is the incoming Administra- 
tion afraid to meet any contingency under the sun? 

Mr. Chairman, I want to say in behalf of the Republican A pcan! 
that I have the highest p le degree of confidence, and that 
unlimited, too, in the ability of that great party to successfully 
meet its obligations and promises as it has met all propositions 
in every way, manner, shape, form, and fashion heretofore. 
[applause] And there 1s not a line or page of her history that 
needs to be blotted from the record she has made. [Applause.] 
Within sixty days the next Administration will bein controlof the 
Government, and I am very certain that this Congress will be con- 
vened, and long before anything would need to come from the 
Treasury to liquidate the debt, or any part thereof, we will have 
had an opportunity to examine further into this matter and deter- 
mine more fully the best course to pursue. Let us have a little 

more information; we have not enough now to act intenligentiy or 
in the manner suggested here by the pending bill. [Applause.] 

Mr. hio [Mr. 


POWERS. 
GROSVENOR]. 

[Mr. GROSVENOR addressed the committee. See Appendix.] 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Chairman, in the thirty seconds that I 
have remaining I desire to say some intimation has been made 
on the floor that this bill was the bill of these railroad companies. 
Now, I desire to disabuse the minds of the members of this House 
of that insinuation. There is not a particle of truth init. This 
committee have labored earnestly and assiduously to 7 this 
subject and to prepare the best possible bill that they could for 
the interest of the Government. The railroad companies have 
come before us through their attorneys and agents and submitted 
their propositions, but we have in Svor single case refused to 
accept their . and have adopted the conclusions that we 
arrived at ourselves, after studying the gp bes these roads to 
respond, and we have given aes the only bill that the companies 
can ever ibly comply with. ete eran ; 

TheC MAN. The hourof 5 o'clock having arrived, unde: 
the order of the House the committee will rise and report the 
bill, with the amendments pending. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. PAYNE, Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, reported that that com- 
mittee had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 8189) to amend 
an act entitled “An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and 
telegraph line from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and 
to secure to the Government the use of the same for postal, mili- 
tary, and other purposes,” approved July 1, 1862; also to amend 
an act approved July 2, 1864, and also an act approved May 7, 
1878, both in amendment of said first-mentioned act and other acts 
amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto, and to provide for 
the settlement of claims growing out of the issue of bonds to aid 
in the construction of certain railroads, and to secure the payment 
of all indebtedness to the United States of certain companies 
therein mentioned, and had directed him to report the same back 
to the House with amendments, and also with amendments pend- 
ing, under the order of the House. 

r. POWERS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. PAYNE. Will the gentleman withhold that motion until 
the Chair can lay before the House a House bill with a Senate 
amendment? 


I yield to the gentleman from 
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Mr. POWERS. I withhold the motion for the present. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will lay before the House the fol- 
lowing House bill with a Senate amendment. 
LAWS RELATING TO NAVIGATION, 
The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H. R. 2663) to amend the laws relating to navigation. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will have to read the bill. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. PAYNE (during the reading). Mr. Speaker, this is a long 
bill, and the Senate has pot in one amendment in the way of a 
substitute. I only ask the House to nonconcur in the Senate 
amendment so as t the bill in conference. I ask unanimous 
consent that the further reading of the bill bedis ed with. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York asks unani- 
mous consent that the further reading of the bill be dispensed 
with. Is there pat cscs 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I only desire to ask the gentleman if it is 
the intention to put the bill in conference? 

Mr. PAYNE. We want to get the bill in conference. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And not toact on the Senate bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. My request is simply to nonconcur in the Senate 
amendmentand to agree to the conference requested by the Senate. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is all right. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The 
Chair hears none. 

Mr, PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House nonconcur 
in the Senate amendment, and agree to the conference requested 


by the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will appoint the following con- 


ferees: Mr. PAYNE of New York, Mr. SIMPKINS of Massachusetts, 
and Mr. Berry of Kentucky. 

Mr. POWERS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The eg was taken. 

The SPEAKER. Prior toannouncing the result, the Chair will 
submit the following personal requests of members. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. TRACEWELL, until the 14th instant, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. OVERSTREET, until the 14th instant, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. HEMENWAY, until the 14th instant, on account of im- 
portant business. 

To Mr. Hap ey, indefinitely, on account of illness. 

To Mr. SULLOWAY, indefinitely, on account of sickness in family, 

To Mr. FOWLER, for six days, on account of important business. 

The motion to adjourn was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 
5 igi and 5 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned until Monday 
n 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 

oe were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
OWS: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, sub- 
mitting an estimate of appropriation for a chemical laboratory 
for the Geological cris ica the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
inclosing an estimate of appropriation for the erection of addi- 
tional buildings at Navajo Springs, Colo.—to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIO 
RESOLUTIONS. * 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were sever- 
oy reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
re to the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. HULL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9710) to authorize 
officers who served during the war of the rebellion in the Regular 
Army to bear the title and, on occasions of ceremony, wear the 
uniform of their highest rank, reported the same without amend- 
ment, accompanied by a report (No. 2472); which said bill and 
report KEN referred to the House Calendar. 


BILLS AND 


HER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
which was referred House bill No. 3541, reported in lieu thereof 
a bill (H. R. 9921) to ratify and confirm an agreement with the 
Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa Indians, in the State of 
North Dakota, and to make appropriation for carrying the same 
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into effect, accompanied by a report (No. 2473); which said bill 
and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. CATRON, from the Committee on the Territories, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9709) to better define 
and regulate the rights of aliens to hold and own real estate in 
the Territories, reported the same without amendment, accom- 
panied by a report (No. 2474); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. BANKHEAD, from the Committee on Public Buildi 
and Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 7) 
to provide for the purchase of a site and the erection of a public 

ding thereon at Americus, in the State of Georgia, reported 
the same with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2475); 
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. y 

Mr. BENNETT, from the Committee on Interstate and Forei 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H, R. 
9865) extending the time for the completion of the bridge across 
the East River between the city of New York and Long Island, 
now in course of construction, as authorized by the act of Con- 
gress approved March 3, 1887, reported the same with amendment, 
accompanied by a topor (No. 2476); which said bill and report 
were referred to the House Calendar, 

Mr. FLETCHER, from the Committee on Interstate and Forei; 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 
9752) to amend an act entitled An act to authorize the construc- 
tion of a steel bridge over the St. Louis River between the States 
of Wisconsin and Mjnnesota,” approved April 24, 1894, as amended 
by an act approved August 4, 1894, entitled ‘‘An act to amend an 
act to authorize the construction of a steel bridge over the St. 
Louis River between the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin,” 
reported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 

No. wT); which said bill and report were referred to the House 
endar. 

Mr. MILLIKEN, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 2287) 
for the erection of a public building at Fond du Lac, Wis., re- 

rted the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2478); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Forei 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 
9736) authorizing the construction of a bridge across the Columbia 
River, in the State of Washington, reported the same with amend- 
ment, accompanied by a report (No. 2480); which said bill and 
report were referred to the House Calendar, 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. WOOD, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, to which was referred the bill of the House 
(H. R. 9129) granting a pension to Emma T. Martin, pepara the 
same without amendment, acco: ed by a report (No. 2479); 
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXIII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 

oi the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
OWS: 

By Mr. TOWNE: A bill (H. R. 9923) to amend an act entitled 
„An act for the relief and civilization of the Chippewa Indians in 
the State of Minnesota,” approved January 14, 1 the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9923) to confirm title to purchasers of certain 
lands under the timber and stone law—to Committee on the 
Dy ie DRAPER (by est): A bill (H. R. 9924) to in 

y Mr. uest): 1 R. to incorpo- 
rate the Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. Grant, and David G. Farra- 


t Memorial i Association, and for other purposes—to 

j By Mr TONES: A ul A. R. 9085) going to any State having 
> : gi an 

a claim for in ( in defense of the United States the 


expenses 
right to have the same adjudicated by the Supreme Court of the 
United States—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. DOOLITTLE: A bill (H. R. 9931) to amend an act pro- 
viding for the sale of desert lands in certain States and Territories, 
approved March 3, 1877, and the acts amendatory thereto, and for 
the relief of persons who have made entries thereunder—to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. BULL: A joint resolution (H. Res. 230) providing for a 
survey at Tiverton, R. I., to ascertain the proper location for a 
— orioa over the Sakonnet River—to the Committee on Rivers 
2n rbors. 


XXIX II 


Also, a resolution (House Res. No. 480) providing for the em- 
e ee e clerk in the file room of House—to 
Committee on Accounts. 
By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A resolution (House as ao 481) to. 
2 og rules of the House of Representatives—to the Commit- 
on es. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, Pe bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BARHAM: A bill (H. R. 9926) to authorize the United 
States Court of Private Land Claims to hear, try, and determine 
the issues as to the extent and boundaries of the Las Animas 
grant—to the Committee on Private Land Claims. $ 

By Mr. BULL: A bill (H. R. 9927) granting an increase of pen- 
sion to Sarah C. Taylor—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9928) granting a 
pension to Benjamin Sutton—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. FISCHER: A bill (H. R. 9929) for the relief of Henry 
J. Turner—to the Committee on War ims, 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9930) granting an increase of pension to Eliza 
N. Roscher—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 2 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following 8 and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Petition of the Keystone Limited Glass 
Works; also petition of William Reith and others, and Alfred 
Godwin and others, glass manufacturers, all of the city of Phila- 
Sapia, Pa., relating to tariff duties on glass—to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of the Philadelphia Board of Trade, favoring an 
appropriation for the purchase of a steam mail boat for the car- 
riage of foreign mails from incoming steamers from New York— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of the Philadelphia Conference of Baptist Minis- 
ters, praying for favorable action on House bill No. 4566, to amend 
the postal Jaws relating to second-class matter, and Senate bill No. 
1675, to prohibit the transportation of obscene matter—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, resolutions of the Grocers and Importers’ Exchange of 

Philadelphia, Pa., indorsing Senate bill 2447, for a 13 of 
commerce and manufactures—to the Committee on In ate and 
Foreign Commerce. 
By Mr. DALZELL: Resolutions of the Grocers and Importers’ 
. of Philadelphia, Pa., in favor of the establishment of 
a rtment of commerce and manufactures—to the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. FISCHER: Petitionof Henry J. Turner, for adjustment 
of account, to accompany House bill for his relief—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. : 

Also, petition of Eliza N. Roscher, for increase of pension, to 
88 House bill for her relief - to the Committee on Invalid 

msions. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Resolutions adopted by the Iowa Acad- 
emy of Sciences, favoring the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, for 
the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of 
Columbia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, paper and memorial from Sarah Clay Bennett, of Rich- 
mond, Ky., on the subject of election of members of Con and 
President of the United States—to the Committee on Election of 
President, Vice-President, and Representatives in Congress. 

Also, paper from the National Board of Trade, urging the 
sage of the Powers Pacific railroads funding bill and pared e 
the interstate-commerce law—to the Committee on Interstate . 
Foreign Commerce. 
e the post-office clerks’ de tal tn tes 

ng the of the office clerks’ ifica’ ill—to the 
Committee on Rules. 


Mr. HENRY of Indiana: Resolutions of the governing board 
of the Indianapolis Board of Trade, protesting against the passage 
of the Cameron resolutions for recognizing the independence of 
Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. KIEFER: Petition of J. Q. Adams, of St. Paul, Minn.; 
also portion p: A. M. tamai, of NA: ta Bear, 18 5 5 
ing against the passage ouse o. 4566, relating to second- 
class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 


piane of 
the National American Woman Suffrage Association ( James 
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By Mr. TAFT: Resolutions of the Manufacturers’ Club of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, in favor of Senate bill No. 2447, establishing a 
department of commerce and manufactures—to the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr: WATSON of Ohio: Petition of Samuel M. Hyneman 
and other Government employees at Columbus, Ohio, opposin 
the of House bill No. 8320, for the creation of a ci 
service retirement fund—to the Committee on Reform in the 
Civil Service, 


SENATE. 
MONDAY, January II, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
WILLIAM B. ALLISON, a Senator from the State of Iowa, appeared 
in his seat to-day. k 
The Journal of the proceedings of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 
CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate two communica- 
tions from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance to 
the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, certified copies of 
the ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice- 
President for the States of Iowa and Virginia; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

ACCOUNT OF PACIFIC RAILROADS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in response to a 
resolution of the 6th instant, a copy of the account of the amounts 
due the sinking fund of the Cen and Union Pacific railroads 
on account of subsidies paid the Pacific Mail Steamship Company 
by said roads and deducted from the ss earnings and charged 
to operating expenses, etc.; which, with the accompanying papers, 
was referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A m from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNINd, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the 


Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 7087) to amend section 8 of the act entitled An 
act po cas a civil government for Alaska,” approved May 17, 
1884; an 

A ae (H. R. 7088) to create the office of surveyor-general in 
Alaska. 

The m also announced that the House had disagreed to 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 2663) to amend the 
laws relating to navigation, agrees to the conference asked for by 
the Senate on the di ing votes of the two Houses thereon, 
and had appointed Mr. PAYNE, Mr. SIMPKINS, and Mr. Berry 

at the conference on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had passed a 
concurrent resolution authorizing the printing of the correspond- 
ence relative to the disturbances in Chicago in 1894; in which it 
requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The m also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the joint resolution (S. R. 205) aut! maig the building of 
ephone line in the District of Columbia; and it was thereupon 
by the Vice-President. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a memorial of the Iowa 
Academy of Sciences, remonstrating against the enactment of leg- 
islation providing for the further prevention of cruelty to anima 
in the District of Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of the Saco Valley Local Union 
of Christian . of Saco Valley, Maine, praying for the 
enactment of legislation for the relief of the suffering Armenians 
in Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

He also presented the memorials of the publishers of the Board 
of Trade Journal, of Portland; of the Rockland Daily Star, of 
Rockland; of the Aroostook Pioneer, of Houlton; of the Aroostook 
Times, of Houlton; of the School Days, of Farmington; of the 
School World, of Farmington; of the Sunnyside, of Augusta; of 
the Chronicle, of Westbrook; of the Maine Coast Co er, of 
Portland; of Odd Moments, of Bangor; of the Pemaquid Messen- 

er, of Bristol; and of seven different weekly papers edited by 
W. M. & A. C. Saxe pario an in GIADA ot Atna, 15 
monstrati ainst the passage of the so- ca ud bill, re 
ing to e AS mail matter; syn were referred to the Com- 

ttee on Post-Offices and Post-Ro: 


a tel 
SIgn 


He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Indianap- 
olis, Ind., remonstrating nst the poca of the resolutions 
favoring the recognition of Cuba, and praying that the United 
States extend its friendly offices toward bringing to a speedy ter- 
mination the contest now going on between Spain and the people 
of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented petitions of James A. Garfield Post, No. 
80, Grand Army of the Republic, of Red Cloud, Nebr.; of sundry 
citizens vf Sagoo Nebr., and of 1 of , Nebr., 
praying tha ngress shall recognize the independence of Cuba; 
Thich were ordered to lie on the table. pers 

He also presented the memorials of J. H. Stafford, of the Record, 
of Marshall, Okla.; of Murray & Gorman, of the Nashua Re- 
Soke) of Nashua, Iowa; of W. M. L. Knotts, of the Times, of 

trice, Nebr.; of L. H. Weller, of the Farmers’ Advocate, of Inde- 
pendence, Iowa; of M. O. Gentzke, of the Nebraska Volksblatt and 
Advertiser, of West Point, Nebr.; of the Southwest Publishin 
Company, of the Svenska Journalen, of Omaha, Nebr.; of J. M. 
Burnham, of the Wymorean, of Wymore, Nebr.; of L. H. Weller, 
of the Farmers’ Advocate, of Independence, Iowa; of the Ameri- 
can Publishing Company, of the American, of Omaha, Nebr.; of 
O. W. Henry, of the Christian News, of Bethany, Nebr.; of Clem- 
ent Chase, of the Omaha Excelsior, of Omaha, Nebr.; of R. D. 
Kelley, of the Leader, of Fremont, Nebr., and of Adam Breed, of 
the Hastings Tribune, of Nebraska, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-c mail mat- 
ter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. McMILLAN, I present a memorial ef the North Capitol 
and Eckington Citizens’ Association, of the District of Columbia, 
relative to the enactment of proposed legislation in the matter of 
street-railway facilities. I move that the memorial be printed as 
a document, and referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McMILLAN SEE a petition of the Presbyterian 
church of Vinita, Ind. T.; a petition of the Worcester Academy 
of Vinita, Ind. T.; a petition of 12 citizens of Vinita, Ind. T., and 
a petition of the First Baptist Church, of Vineland, N. J., pray- 
ing for the enactment of legislation raising the age of consent in 
the District of Columbia to 18 years; which were referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. - 

Mr. PERKINS. I present a memorial of the legislature of Cal- 
ifornia, which has been transmitted by wire to this body. It is 
short, and I ask that it be read for information. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested. 

The Secretary read the memorial, as follows: 


{Telegram.] ; 
SACRAMENTO, CAL., January 7, 1897. 
Hon. GEORGE C. PERKINS, i A 
United States Senator, Washington, D. O.: 


The os. joint resolution was this day adopted by the California leg- 
islative assembly: 


Joint resolution No. 6 (substitute for assembly joint resolutions Nos. 1 and 2). 


Whereas there is now pending is a measure known as the Powers- 
Gear bill, which has for its object the refunding of the debts of certain Gov- 
ernment-aided railroads; and 


us req hig 
yments thereon, to oo burden and 
tate of California; The: go 
” Beit resolved by the assembly Of the State of California, the senate concurring, 
t we are terably o to any and all extensions of the time for 
yment of said debts, and also the Powers-Gear bill, or — 4 other bill of like 
Poort: and we hereby instruct our Senators and 17 our Representa- 
tives in Congress to oppose by all honorable means the enactment of any 
such measure; and 
Be it further resolved, That we favor the immediate collection on maturity 
of said debts, or, in the event that the same can not be coll „then we 
urge the oe of existing laws of the United States concerning this 
uestion; an 
: Be it further resolved, That we petition in behalf of the State of California 
fora 8 the i ear committees of Congress having jurisdic- 
tion of the subject; and the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States are hereby further petitioned torecommit the m re now under con- 
sideration and delay final action thereon until such hearing can H 
Beit further resolved, That the governor be requested to immediately trans- 
rg ys — a copy of these resolutions to our Congressional delegation 
at Washington. 
ASSEMBLY CHAMBER, Sacramento, January 7, 1897. 
Ihereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of assembly joint resolu- 
tion No. 6, as adopted by the Paii ni on the 5th day of January, 1897. S.J. 
Duckworth, clerk. 
g Adopted January 5. 1897. 


S. J DUCKWORTH, Chief Clerk, | 
JAMES H. BUDD, Governor of California, 
Mr. WHITE. The communication which has just been read is 
similar to one which was received by me, and being a memorial of 
the Ss Fedo of a State, I presume it Will be spread upon the 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will lie on the table 
and be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a memorial of the Ohio State Acad- 
emy of Sciences, remonstrating against the enactment of legisla- 
tion restricting vivisection in the District of Columbia; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented memorials of the publisher of the Banner, of 
Bremen; of the Weekly Call, of Bremen; of the Argus, of North 
Amherst, and of the ee of New Holland, all in the State of 
Ohio, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BATE 8 a petition of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., praying for the passage of the so-called Torrey 
bankruptcy bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented memorials of the publishers of the Jackson 
Daily Sun, of Jackson; of the Tennessee Methodist, of Nashville; 
of the Coming Nation, of Ruskin; of the Vanderbilt ge Manr 
zine, of Nashville, and of the Southern Practitioner, of Nashville, 
all in the State of Tennessee, remonstrating against the p of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. WALTHALL presented memorials of the publishers of the 
East Mississippi Tribune, of Macon; of the Blue Mountain Breeze, 
of Blue Mountain; of the Westville News, of Westville; of the 
Head-Block, of Lumberton, and of the Tunica Commercial, of 
Tunica, all in the State of Mississippi, remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 

tter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
ost-Roads. 

Mr. VILAS presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Milwaukee, Wis., praying for the passage of the so-called Tor- 

rey bankruptcy bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

r. B CHARD presented the memorials of H. L. Brian, pub- 
lisher of the Louisiana Populist, of Natchitoches; of Robert Bene- 
field, publisher of the Southland, of Maurepas; of R. M. Boone, 

ublisher of the Baptist Chronicle, of Alexandria; of John H. 

umble, publisher of People’s Tribune, of Opelousas; of John 
Dymond, publisher of the Louisiana Planter and Seya Manufac- 
turer, of New Orleans, and of- P. M. Kakanam, publisher of 
Jennings Times, of Jennings, all in the State of Louisiana, remon- 
strating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating 
to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. TURPIE presented petitions of Samuel Reid Post, No. 87, 
Department of Indiana, Grand ean! of the Republic, and of the 
Spencer County Silver League, of Rockport, Ind., praying Con- 
gress to recognize the independence of Cuba; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Indian- 
apolis, Ind., remonstrating against the passage of the resolutions 
favoring the recognition of Cuba by the Government, and pray- 
ing that the United States extend its friendly offices toward 
bringing to a speedy termination the contest that is now going on 
between ree and the people of Cuba; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of C. W. Dufendach, of the 
Independent, of Huntingburg, Ind., and the memorial of E. A. 
Von Douhoff, of the New Albany Medical Herald, of New 
albany, Ind., remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of Joseph Lay, of Ridgeville, 
Ind., remonstrating against any change in the present duty on 
reed used in the manufacture of brooms and brushes; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BURROWS presented memorials of the publishers of the 
Daily Herald, of Menominee; of the Michigan Free Press (Ger- 
man weekly), of Bay City; of the Helios, of Grand Rapids, and of 
the News, of Sault Ste. Marie, all in the State of Michigan, and 
the memorial of A. S. White, secretary of the Michigan Artisan 
Company, of the State of Michigan, remonstrating against the 
passuge of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. PEFFER. Ipresent the petition of C. B. Bryan and anum- 
ber of others, formerly of the State of Kansas, now residents and 
citizens of Oklahoma Territory, praying for the passage of the 
free-homestead bill. As the bill is now the unfinished business of 
the Senate, the petition had better lie on the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 

Mr. PEFFER. I also present the petition of Le Grand Bying- 
ton, of Iowa City, Iowa, praying for the enactment of legislation 
embodying certain views: 

First. To prohibit any further issuance of Government bonds 
for any purpose, or in any form. 


Second. To reduce public expenditure all along the lines of 
appropriation by sums amounting to 40 per cent of the aggregate 
voted at last session. 

Third. To repeal the national banking act and at a speedy 
redemption of their circulating notes in the gold and silver coins 
of the United States. 

Fourth. To ra sa by mandatory legislation the Executive 
Departments to disburse said coins, as shall be most convenient 
to the Government, in the payment of all public dues, and to 
punish willful discriminations in such payments. 

Fifth. To open the mints to the equal and unlimited 5 of 
both gold and silver into standard legal-tender money of the 
Republic, and compel the immediate coinage of all the bullion in 
the Treasury, and disbursement of the same, and of all surplus in 
payment of existing debts. ‘ 

ixth. To make forcible seizure of the subsidy Pacific railroads 

and declare them public highways and mail routes, subject to use 

by all citizens on payment of tolls sufficient to keep them in good 
repair. 

venth. To submit to the States for adoption amendments of 

the Constitution abolishing life offices and the so-called electoral 

college, prohibiting government by injunction and by commis- 


sion,” and allowing election of Senators by popular suffrage. 

I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on Civil 
Service and Retrenchment. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr, PEFFER presented the memorials of the publishers of the 
Star and Kansas Independence; of the Educational Echo, of Nor- 
ton; of the Southwestern Banner, of Wichita; of the Times, of 
Oskaloosa; of the Enterprise, of Elsmore; of the New Era, of 
5 ipa Hill; of Cromwell's Kansas Mirror, of Kansas City, and 
of the Empire, of Alton, all in the State of Kansas; of the Echo, 
of Erie, Pa.; of the News, of Woodward, Okla.; of the Record, of 
Marshall, Okla., and of the Magnet, of Bartlesville, Ind. T., re- 
monstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relat- 
ing to second-class mail matier; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. GEAR. I present certain papers containing information 
eoncerning the ramie industry. move that the papers be 
referred to the Committee on 1 and 9 to be con- 
sidered in connection with a bill pertaining to the subject before 
the committee, and that they be printed. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. GEAR presented a memorial of the Iowa Academy of Sci- 
ences, remonstrating against the rcp of Senate bill No. 1552, 
for the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of 
Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of Boardman Cooley, publisher 
of the Mail-Press, of Strawberry Point, Iowa, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. Sarah Clay Bennett, of 
Richmond, Ky., praying that the right of suffrage for white and 
black women be granted equal to that accorded white and black 
men; which was referred to the Select Committee on Woman 


Suffrage. 
Mr. LDR ee a petition of the New England Furniture 
Exchange, of Boston, Mass., praying for the establishment of a 


nonpartisan tariff commission, to whom all tariff matters now 
and hereafter shall be referred for careful and disinterested con- 
sideration before Congressional action is taken; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by John G. Whittier 
Council, No. 25, American Protective Association, of Haverhill, 
Mass., expressing sympathy for the Cubans in theirs le for 
independence, and praying es, ee to recognize the Cuban 
Republic; which were ordered to lie on the table. b 

e also presented a petition of the Baptist Social Union, of Bos- 
ton, Mass., praying for the enactment of legislation prohibitin 
the sale of intoxicating drink in the Capitol or on the Capito 
Grounds; which was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

e also presented a memorial of the pooner of the Cottager 
and Ready Record, of Athol, Mass., and a memorial of the pnb- 
lisher of the News, of Easthampton, Mass., remonstrating inst 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class 
mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. : 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the memorial of the publisher of 
the Sabbath Advocate, of Stanberry, Mo., and the memorial of the 
publisher of Humanity, of Kansas City, Mo. 1 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 


8 ; . were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
ost-Roads. 
Mr. HOAR presented a petition of the Massachusetts State Board 
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of Trade, praying for the enactment of restrictive 1 ion 


rela- 
tive to second-class mail matter; which was ref to the Com- | th 


mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Ministerial Union, of Taunton, 
Mass., praying for the enactment of legislation to prohibit the sale 

of intoxicating liquorsin the Capitol building; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Healso presented resolutions adopted by the American Historical 
Association, expressing its strong approval of the action taken by 
the Massachusetts Historical Society in regard to the preservation 
of the United States frigate Constitution; which were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of Amos Cross, late first lieuten- 
ant, United States Army, praying that relief be granted him on 
account of being illegally confined in an insane asylum; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. : 

Mr. CULLOM presented the petition of Ferguson & Good- 
now, of Chicago, III., praying for the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented memorials of the publishers of the Woodstock 
Sentinel, of Woodstock, II.; of the Universal Truth, of Chicago, 
III.; of 8 s 1 Dect Brat st we ner Com- 
pany, o icago, III.; of the David C. lishing Company, 
of Chicago, III.; of the news dealers and booksellers of Chicago, 
III.; of the News Company, of Joliet, III.; of the McCormick es- 
tate and Gray, of Chicago, III.; i daira of the American 
Journal of Sociology, of Chicago, III.; of the American Journal 
of Education, of St. Louis, Mo.; of the Republican, of Ashmore 
III.; of the Gibson Courier, of Gibson City, III.; of the National 
Harness Review, of Chicago, III.; of the Wool Markets and Sheep, 
of Chicago, III.; of James A. Hawley, of Dixon, III., and of the 
S. B. Frank Publishing Company, of Chicago, III., remonstrat- 
ing against the of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-c mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post- Roads. 

Mr. FRYE presented the memorial of Harry P. Dill, publisher 
of the Rangeley Lakes, of Rangeley, Me., and the memorial of 
Waldo Pettengill, of Rumford, Me., remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr, QUAY presented a petition of the Board of Trade of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., praying that an appropriation be made providing for 
the er of foreign mails with a view to expediting their de- 
livery in Philadelphia; which was referred to the Committee on 


Appropriations, 

e also presented a ition of the Atlantic Coast Seamen’s 
Union of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the enactment of legisla- 
tion to better the condition of American seamen; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Phila- 
+ delphia, Pa., remonstrating against the enactment of legislation 
to so amend the interstate-commerce law as to relieve violators of 
section 10 of that act from imprisonment; which was referred to 
the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presented sundry petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
praying for the enactment of legislation to amend the postal laws 
relating to second-class mail matter, and also to prohibit the trans- 

rtation of obscene matter through the mails; which were re- 

erred to the Committee on Post-O and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the War Veterans’ Association of 
Allegheny County, Pa., praying for the appointment of a Con- 
gressional committee to examine into and report upon the alleged 
abuses in the present pension system; which was referred to the 
Committee on ons. 

He also presented petitions of Red Lion Council, No. 125, Order 
of United American Mechanics, of Pennsylvania; of Judson Kil- 
patrick Camp, No. 233, Division of Pennsylvania, Sons of Vet- 
3 ah Easton, gains ee eee Shee SDs No. 533, Patriotic 

ns of America, of Pennsylvania, prayin ngress to recognize 
the 5 of Cuba; which were dae Bae; to lie on the table. 

Mr. THURSTON presented the memorials of John Bradford, 
publisher of the Times, Fulton, Kans., and Prescott Standard; of 
the, publisher of the Tribune, of Hastings; of Lewis T. Waltson, 
publisher of the Pulpit of the Cross, of Omaha; of Clement Chase, 
ee of the Excelsior, of Omaha, and of J. M. Burnham, pub- 

isher of the Wymorean, of Wymore, all in the State of Nebraska, 
remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 


Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Territories, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of in 
i to construct a water sys- 


the Territory of to issue bonds 


tem, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 


ereon. 
Mr. PROCTOR. I rt without amendment, from the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, the bill (H. R. 6718) to extend 
North Capitol street northward through the property, of the Pros- 
pect Hill Cemetery, to pay for land to be taken for such purpose, 
and for other purposes. I ask thatit take the place on the Calen- 
dar of the bill (S. 2332) to extend North Capitol street to the Sol- 
diers’ Home, being Order of Business 830, and that the Senate bill 


be indefinitely eee 

The VICE-P IDENT. In the absence of objection, the 
House bill will take the place indicated, and the Senate bill will 
be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. BACON. Iam directed by the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 
214) authorizing the Secretary of War to grant permits to the 
executive committee on inaugural ceremonies for use of reserva- 
tions or public spaco in the city of Washington on the occasion 
of the inau on of the President-elect on March 4, 1897, etc., 
to report it favorably with amendments. I am further instructed 
by the committee to ask for the immediate consideration by the 
Senate of the joint resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read for 
information. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution and the amendments. 

Mr. PEFFER. I ask that the joint resolution as amended may 
be printed and lie over until I can have an opportunity to exam- 
ine it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is objection to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution, and it will go over under the 

e. 
RAILROAD TRACKS N WASHINGTON, 


Mr. BACON. Iam instructed by the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 
218) to permit railroads in the District to occupy additional parts 
of streets to accommodate the traveling public attending the in- 
augural ceremonies, to report it without amendment, Iam fur- 
ther instructed by the committee to ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate for the immediate consideration of the joint resolution. 

Mr. ALLEN, I should like to have the joint resolution read in 
full. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution? 

Mr. ALLEN. Ido not know that I shall object if I can get an 
answer from the Senator from Georgia to my inquiry. t pro- 
vision will be made respecting the cost of tearing up the streets 
and repairing them? 

Mr. BACON, If the Senator will observe the terms of the joint 
resolution, he, will see that ev ing is placed under the control 
of the Commissioners. All of the regulations with reference to 
where the tracks are to be laid, in what manner they shall be laid, 
how the e shall be borne of repairing the streets, are within 
the discretion and control of the Commissioners of the District. 
The railroad companies, by the joint resolution, are not author- 
ized to do anything except by the direct permission of the Com- 
missioners. 

Mr, ALLEN. I think as far as putting under thec of the 
Commissioners the authority to determine where the tracks are to 
be laid is concerned, their control of that matter is all right, but 
to place in charge of the Commissioners the question of who shall 
pay for the damage done to the streets in laying the tracks and 
repairing the streets after they are taken up, that question ought 
to be determined by Congress. It the raiitoaa companies are to 
get the benefit of the additional traffic and passenger carriage dur- 
ing the kingly ceremonies that are to take place in this city in 
March, then the railroad companies ought to pay for the damage 
done to the streets. 

Mr. BACON. I quite agree with the Senator that the railroad 
companies should pay whatever cost may be incurred in repairing 
the streets, and I have not the slightest doubt but that will be 
required of them. In fact, that was a matter so patent and so 
obvious that I presume it never occurred to the committee that it 
would be necessary to express it in the joint resolution. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President 

Mr. BACON. If the Senator will pardon me a moment, I will 
state that the Commissioners have no authority under the joint 
resolution to impose any of this either upon the Govern- 
ment or upon the treasury of the District. It is not to be pre- 
sumed that such will be done. Every influence, of course, will be 
on the other side, so far as those considerations which control this 
question are concerned. I presume there will be no objection, 
while we think it unnecessary, for the Senator to offer an amend- 
Lerne 5 that effect, because that is the intention of the joint 

ution. 
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I will state further, while I am on the floor, that it is the sole 
purpose of this measure to enable the railroad companies to do 
what they have done heretofore, I am informed, at every inaugu- 
ration, which is to lay additionsl tracks along their present lines 
simply for the accommodation of the increased number of cars 
which a large crowd will necessarily require. 

Mr. . To that I enter no objection. I am 8 
willing that the company shall have the right to lay additional 
tracks, under the supervision of the Commissioners of the District; 
but I do not want, after a time, some Senator to come in here and 
offer an amendment to an appropriation bill to cover the expenses 
of repairing the streets and charge that expense to the Government. 

Mr. BACON. Iwill ask the Senator if, in the past, any such 
claim has ever been made for similar service? 

Mr. ALLEN. I can not say that there has ever been any such 
claim made, but I know that it has been the policy heretofore to 
saddle every conceivable expense upon the Government in connec- 
tion with the improvement of streets, the laying of railroad tracks, 
and, in fact, everything that is done in this District. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Will the Senator from Nebraska permit me 
. amoment? 

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [had charge of this matter four years ago, 
and I will state to the Senator that it is the same joint resolution 
which has been uniformly passed since I have been in the Sen- 
ate. This measure will not apply to nor will permission be 
granted to lay tracks upon any asphalt streets at all, but they are 
the same streets on which the present tracks are running. The 
railroad companies have always been required by the Commis- 
sioners, under a similar joint resolution, to enter into an agree- 
ment with them to pay all the expenses of putting down the 
tracks and in putting the streets back in the same condition in 
which they were found at the time the additional expense was in- 
curred. That has always been provided by an agreement between 
the railroad companies and the Commissioners. 

Mr. ALLEN. With the understanding that the Commissioners 
will do so in this case, I shall not object to the consideration of the 
joint resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution? 

There being no objection, the joint resolution was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 8497) to define the duties 
of the secretary of the District of Columbia; which was read 
. twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3498) to punish the impersonation 
of inspectors of the health and other departments of the District 
of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and, with.the ac- 
companying paper, referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S. 3499) granting a pension to 
Mrs. Lucy P. Demon; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GEAR (by request) introduced a bill (S. 8500) for the relief 
of Stewart & Co., A. P. H. Stewart, agent; which was read twice 
by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. QUAY introduced a bill (S. 3501) eee a pension to 
Matilda F. Gageby; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3502) granting an increase 
of pension to Jacob Myers; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3503) for the relief of Samuel A. 
Lundborg; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. QUAY introduced a bill (S. 3504) granting arrears of pen- 
sion to H. Morris Husband; which was read twice by its title, 
neh with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. CHANDLER (for Mr. PRITCHARD) introduced a bill (S. 3505) 
for the relief of Cyrus W. Thompson; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 

THE TENNESSEE CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION. 

Mr. BATE. I introduce a joint resolution and ask for its pres- 
ent consideration. It is rather a matter of urgency. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 189) providing for the erection of a 
Government building at the Tennessee Centennial Exposition was 
= the first time by its title and the second time at length, as 

ollows: 


Resolved, etc., That the Secretary of the eee be, and he is hereb: 
authorized to solicit proposals and to contract for the erection of the buid: 


ing for the Government exhibit at the Tennessee Centennial b au- 
ee by ape act of Congress approved December 22, 1896, without publig 
ve men 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution? 

There being no objection, the joint resolution was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. : 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. LODGE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also submitted an amendment intended to be Hue by 
him to the District appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GIBSON submitted an amendment intended to be oes 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was ordered 
to be printed, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on the Library. : 

Mr. NELSON submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was ordered 
to be printed, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. MORGAN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, an 
ordered to be printed. > 

Mr. CHANDLER (for Mr. PRITCHARD) submitted an amend- 
ment intended to be po by him to the general deficiency 
appropriation bill; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


PRESENTATION OF MORNING BUSINESS. 


Mr. LODGE submitted the following amendment to the stand- 
ing rules of the Senate; which was referred to the Committee on 


ules: : 
AMENDMENT TO RULE VIL 


In section 1, after the wo: “followin; order,” strike out as follows: The 
ntation of petitions and memorials’ and the introduction of bills and 
oint resolutions.” 

Strike out sections 3 and 4 and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

. Members nering pecs or memorials or bills of a private nature to 
present may deliver them to the Secretary, indorsing their names and the 
reference or pins ave ng ss to be made thereof; and said petitions and memorials 
or bills of a private nature, except such as, in the jud mt of the Vice- 
President, are of an obscene or insulting character, shall be entered on the 
Journal with the names of the members presenting them, and the Secretary 
shall furnish a transcript of such entry to the Offi Reporters of Debates for 
publication in the RECORD. 

“4. Any petition or memorial or private bill excluded under this rule shall 
be returned to the member from whom it was received, and petitions and pri- 
vate bills which have been 5 referred may, by the direction of 
the committee having possession of the same, be proper! erred in the man- 
ner originally presented, and an erroneous reference of a petition or private 
bill under this clause shall not confer jurisdiction upon the committee to con- 
sider or report the same. 

“5, All other bills, memorials, and resolutions may in like manner be deliv- 
ered, indorsed with the names of members in ucing them, to the Vice- 
President, to be by him referred, and the titles and references thereof and of 
all bills, resolutions, and documents referred under the rules, shall be entered 
on the Journal and printed in the RECORD of the next day, and correction in 
case of error of reference may be made by the Senate on any day, immedi- 
ately after the reading of the Journal, by unanimous consent, or on motion ofa 
committee urisdiction, or on the report of the committee to which 
the bill has been erroneously referred. 

“6. When a bill, resolution, or memorial is introduced b request,’ these 
words shall be entered upon the Journal and printed in the Rscorp.” 


ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


Mr. ALLEN. I submit a resolution for which I ask present con- 
sideration. x 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, directed and 


uired to inform the Senate— 

irst, whether Isaac Walker of Philadelphia, Pa., who are engaged 
in 5 additions to and g repairs on the naval hospital at 
Brooklyn, in the State of New York, have violated, or are violating, or suf- 
fering violations of the act of Congress of August 1, 1802, commonly knownas 
the “eight-hour labor law,” by requiring those engaged in laboring for them 
on said work to work more than eight hours per day; and if so, what 3 if 
any, have been taken by the Navy Department to prevent such violations; 
and if like violations are being committed by P. J. Carlan, a contractor, of 
Brooklyn; N. Y., and what steps, if any, are being taken to prevent the same; 


an 
Second, what measures, if any, have been taken by the Navy Department 
to prevent violations of the so-called eight-hour labor law on Government 
works under its supervision; and if no such measures have been taken, what 
r on, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, is necessary 
to empower the Navy Department to supervise, control, and restrain the 
action of contractors and builders engaged in the construction and repairs of 
Government property. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the resolution? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I think the resolution had better go over 
until to-morrow. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. An objection being interposed, the 
resolution will go over under the rule. 

Mr: ALLEN. Can I have the attention of the Senator just a 
moment? 


Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. This resolutian only covers one suggestion. It 
is alleged, and I presume there is no doubt about the truthfulness 
of the statement, that Isaac Walker & Sons, who are engaged in 
repairing the hospital and making additions to the hospital at 
Brooklyn, N. Y., are violating the eight-hour law in requiring their 
laborers to work nine hours, and that by such means they are 
or tig with the established price of eight hours’ labor in that 
market. 

The resolution simply calls for such information as the Secre- 
tary of the Navy may ting this matter, and if he has 
no power to prevent a violation of the law it asks for his opinion 
as to the measures necessary to prevent a repetition of such a 
violation of it. I hope the Senator will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If it is a mere call for information I shall 
not object, but I ask to have the resolution read again. 

Mr. ALLEN. It is a mere call for information. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be again read. 

The Bed 8 ga read the resolution. 

Mr. CHAND In the first place, the words and required” 
should be stricken out. The language is directed and required.” 
One direction is enough, 

Mr. COCKRELL, That is enough. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The words and required” should be 
stricken out. 

Mr. ALLEN. Very well; let those words go out. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so modified. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Now, I ask the Senator whether he under- 
stands that these employments are in violation of an existing law 
of Congress. 

Mr. ALLEN. I do so understand, Mr. President. If the Sena- 
tor will indulge me just a moment, I will state that I understand 
the established custom in Brooklyn and in that of the coun- 
try has approved the eight-hour system, and that all day labor is 
based upon eight hours of labor by the employee. Ithink there is no 
doubt about the fact that Isaac Walker & Sons, and possibly Carlan, 
have ignored the law, and required their men to work nine hours 
for the same wages that other men receive who perform like sery- 
ices for private ies, and who are accredited with eight hours 
of labor. Now, if that is being done, and there is information in 
the Navy Department of that fact, it occurs to me the Senate ought 
to know it and the country ought to know it, and if the Secretary 
of the Navy has no power to put a bit upon Isaac Walker & Sons 
and other contractors who are doing Government work, then it is 
high time for Congress to know that fact and to know what fur- 
ther legislation may be necessary to authorize restraint upon con- 
tractors on Government works. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I may be very dull and not 
well informed, but I did not know that contractors for Govern- 
ment work could not employ men more than eight hours a day. 
The law prohibits employing men for more than eight hours a day 
in the navy-yards and other Government establishments, and 
that law I had the honor to strictly enforce when I was in the 
Navy Department. There had been an adjustment of the hours 
of labor that was not in exact accordance with that law. The 
error was corrected. The law is in force in the navy-yards and 
in the arsenals of the country, but I did not know that contractors 
with the Government were limited as to the hours of labor in 
which their men should be employed, 

The objection to the Senator's resolution is that it assumes all 
the way through that we have a law upon the statute book limit- 
ing Government contractors in their hours of labor for their men. 
Jam informed by Senators around me that they are ignorant of 
1 0 such law, and I think the Senator must be mistaken about it. 

r. ALLEN. Ihave no doubt the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire was a most excellent Secretary of the Navy and carried out 
the provisions of all laws, 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not doubt that myself [laughter], but 
what I do doubt is whether there is any law which prohibits con- 
tractors employing men for more than eight hours a day. 

Mr. ALLEN. Oh, Mr. President, the Senator from New Ham: 
shire is throwing a spear at a gnat. That is not the question at all. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator should not regard himself as 
a ae 1 hter.] 

„ALLEN. No. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ihave always disclaimed any idea of ever 

a ii the proportions of the Senator from Nebraska. [Laugh- 


Mr. ALLEN. Iagree with the Senator from New each wg 
that he was a A EA Secretary of the Navy, and that I am physic- 
ally a fair-sized statesman—I think we will agree upon that—but 
what I mean by saying the Senator is throwing a spear at a gnat 
is this: Congress passed an eight-hour law that controls all work 
under the supervision of the Government in all Departments. 
The Senator from New Hampshire and the Senators who ar sit- 
ting around him are all good lawyers, and I believe intend toca 
out the provisions of every law that is made and to enact mer 4 
other laws as may be necessary to bring about the ends of justice. 
Now, here are men who are occupying a quasi-official position in 
this country. The law of respondeat superior applies to the 
relation existing between these contractors and this 8 
There can not any doubt about that. The Secretary of the 
Treasury or the Secretary of the Navy has power, when he makes 
a contract with contractors to do work upon public buildings or 
in the construction of naval vessels, to prescribe the hours that shall 
constitute a day for the performanceof that work. I am satisfied 
my friend from New Hampshire, if he were in the Navy Depart- 
ment again, as he probably will be under the incoming Adminis- 
tration [laughter], would enforce alaw of that kind. I feel confi- 
dent that he would do that. - 

Mr. President, if it should so happen that the Secretary of the 
Navy technically does not ss this power, I appeal to my friend 
from New Hampshire, as the friend of down-trodden labor and of 
men who are compelled to earn their living by their daily toil, that 
it iseminently proper that the Secretary of the Navy should inform 
us upon this subject, and that we should enact such further leg- 
islation as may be essential to protect this class of people. That 
is all that the resolution calls for. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, the resolution is objection- 
able in that it assumes that there is a law prohibiting contractors 
with the Government from employing their men more than eight 
hours a day. There is no such law, and the Secretary of the Navy 
has no right whatever to interfere with the hours of labor of Gov- 
ernment contractors. He has control over the laborers employed 
directly by the Government, and no others. 

I think that the resolution is also objectionable at this time 
because it conveys an impression that there is a violation of law 
when there is no violation of law, as the Senator and every other 
Senator well knows. If the Senator will allow the resolution to 
go over, and it is in such a form that it does not create a false 
implication, then I shall have no objection to its passage. 

Mr. ALLEN. I want to submit to my friend just this one prop- 
osition, and then he can make his objection if he will. I want to 
ask the Senator if he takes the position that the Secretary of the 
Navy has not the power to insert in the contract with Isaas 
Walker & Sons a provision that they shall observe the eight-hour 
law and to cancel their contract if they violate it? 

Mr. CHANDLER. He may do it if he pleases, but he is not 
under the slightest obligation to do it. The Senator knows that 
the new Navy of the United States has been built mainly by con- 
tracts with outside parties; and the Secretary of the Navy never 
has undertaken to 3 the hours of the day during which 
the workmen upon those ships should labor. It would have made 
an enormous difference in the contract price of the vessels if he 
had. The Government has strictly limited itself so far to pre- 
scribing the hours of labor for its own employees, and the Sena- 
tor’s implication ought not to go in a resolution. The Senator, 
the more he talks, convinces me the more that the resolution ought 
to be carefully examined before it is Ng este 

Mr. ALLEN. If I had known that, I might have started out 
with the Senator’s views, and possibly I could have reconciled 
them with my present views, but I submit, if the Senator insists 
upon his objection, that while our Navy has been gotten up 
largely in the manner suggested by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, it has been at the expense of the life and the health and the 
rights of the men who did the work; and if this | ghee: Govern- 
ment has not the power to protect these people, and its Secretary 
of the Navy has not the manhood to protect them when he can 
because he has ample power to insert a provision in the contract 
for their protection—it is pretty near time the people of the 
United States should know that fact. 

Mr. MILLS. Is this discussion by unanimous consent, Mr. 
President? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The discussion is proceeding by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. MILLS. Then I object. 

Mr. CHANDLER, Will the Senator from Texas allow me one 
word more? 

Mr. MILLS. Very well. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Nebraska believes in an 
eight-hour day for all workmen, and possibly that proposition has 
some merit. 

Mr. ALLEN. I work sixteen hours a day myself. 

Mr. CHANDLER. But the law has not yet been put upon the 
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statute books that would authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 


do this thing. 

Mr. ALLEN. Idi ee with the Senator. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Therefore the Senator ought not to make 
an implication in the resolution that there is such a law, when 
everyone knows there is no such law. 

Mr. ALLEN. I think there is, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection being interposed, the reso- 
lution will go over. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories: 

A bill (H. R. 7087) to amend section 8 of the act entitled iF 
act providing a civil government for Alaska,” approveđ May 17, 
1894; an 

A — — (H. R. 7088) to create the office of surveyor- general in 


CHICAGO RAILWAY STRIKE OF 1804. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following 
concurrent resolution of the House of Representatives; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved by the House o, my ens eee Senate curring), 
Ps ea Bank be, eo is hereby, autho: and Baier oh 
appendix to his last annual report les of all telegraphic and other cor- 
respondence between the Department of Justice and public officers, private 
persons, railroad 5 their officers and agents, in the year nee 

tive to the disorders in a CET ae III., durin; d year, and to 
the action taken by the Government of the nited States suppressing the 


same. 
UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTOY. 


Mr. HOAR. I ask that House bill 8110, being the bankruptcy 
pill, be made the special order for January 25, a fortnight 


to-day. è 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the title of the bill be read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read by title. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (H. R.8110) to establish a uniform law 
on the subject of 8 throughout the United States. 

Mr. HOAR. What I desire is to have that bill made a special 
order not to come up before the 25th of January. That is b; 

ment with the Senator from Colorado . TELLER], whois 
absent at this moment, and also to accommodate the Senator from 
Mississippi 3 Sacre) Who is absent. The Senate will then 
have the matter completely in its power. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to ask the Senator from Massachu- 
setts if the pro arrangement is satisfactory to the Senator 
from Mississippi? (Sore > ; 

Mr. HOAR. I have no doubt it is, as it is satisfactory to the 
Senator from Colorado, who agrees with the Senator from Mis- 


sissippi. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Massachusetts? The hears none, and it 
is so ordered. 

TERMS OF PRESIDENT AND REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. PROCTOR. Iask that Orders of Business 62 and 63 on the 
table Calendar be taken from the table, read by the Secretary, and 
‘laid before the Senate for a very brief consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. e resolutions will be read by title, 

The SECRETARY. A joint resolution (S. R. 180) providing that 
the Constitution of the United States be so amended that the Presi- 
dent shall hold his office for one term of six years, and shall not 
be eligible for reelection, and a joint resolution (S. R. 181) pro- 
viding that the Constitution of the United States be so amended 
that the members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen 
every third year. 

Mr. PROCTOR. Mr. President, I believe in the wisdom of the 
changes proposed because: 

First. A longer Presidential term and ineligibility for reelection 
‘are more in accord with the ideas and purposes of the framers of 
‘the Constitution than is the present system as it has developed in 
practical results. : 

Second. The pro change is not radical or revolutionary, 
but is in the line of true conservatism. It is a change of the letter 


That the 
t as an 


to preserve the spirit of the Constitution. 
Third. Reeligibility is wrong in theory and vicious in practice, 
for it results in the use of the patronage of his office by the Presi- 


dent for the promotion of his chances of reelection, or else subjects 
him to the imputation of such use. 

Fourth. The change will more thoroughly divorce the legislative 
and executive branches of the Government, an end most strongly 
desired by the Constitutional Convention. 

Fifth. Even if the present system was wise in the beginning, 
the changed conditions, the growth of the country in population, 
especially in cities, the great increase in our territory, and the 
growing danger of sudden popular revulsions make the change 
now desirable. 

Sixth. Thereby the business interests of the country will be 


saved from such frequent disturbances, and the time and expense 
incident to campaigns will be proportionately reduced. 

Seventh. By lengthening the terms of Representatives to three 
years, laws will be better considered and will have a longer and 
fairer trial before their friends go out of power in Congress. 

The American people rightly regard the Constitution with great 
reverence. It has proven itself wonderfully adapted to conserve 
to them equally the blessings of liberty and the protection of law. 
Our own e of its merits is porene influenced by our 
affection; but the verdict of affection is also the verdict of Nisin in- 
terested criticism. Mr. Bryce, whose commentaries upon our 
institutions are 5 the most thoughtful foreign criticism 
since that of De Tocqueville, says: 8 

It ranks above every other written constitution for the intrinsic excel- 
lence of its scheme, its adaptation to the circumstances of the le, the 
simplicity, brevity: and precision of its language, its judicious of 
definiteness of principle with elasticity in de 

We are naturally conservative with respect to any proposal to 
change it in any way. Surely such a proposal is not to be made 
lightly nor without good reason. 

The amendment proposed by the resolution is one of detail. Its 
purpose is not to c but really to strengthen the most funda- 
mental principle of the Constitution—the separation of the exec- 
utive and legislative powers. Nor is the pro anew one. A 
lon Presidential term, without reeligibility, was the original 
decision of the Constitutional Convention. It was not changed 
without much wavering and many misgivings. A prominentmem- 
ber who declared near the close of the discussion that he had never 
made up an opinion on the question entirely to his own satisfac- 
tion, apparently spoke the sense of the whole. Since then it has 
been repeatedly proposed to revert to the original plan. 

The ers of the Constitution, witha wealth of 9 
experience, made every system yield the best of its frnits. m 
the English constitution and common law, from their own colonial 
and State constitutions, from former Spainn in republican 
government, and from the writings of political philosophers they 
took their precedents. 

The Constitution— 

Says a distinguished writer— 

on to the rule that ev which has 
T ͤ ͤ KX 

But when they came to the discussion of a National Executive, 
precedents failed them. It was practically a field of original in- 
vestigation. They wisely discarded, with practical 8 
the idea of a plural Executive; but how to elect the Executive, the 
length of his term, and whether he should be eligible to a second 
term occasioned much discussion in the convention, and certainly 
more vacillation than any other problem before it. 

On the Ist day of June— 

Says Mr. Bancroft in his History of the Constitution— 
the convention took into consideration the National Executive. The same 
spirit of conciliation prorated bas with a chaos of ideas and a shyness in the 
members to declare their min Sho the National Executive be one or 
many? a question, from a difference snou themselves, the plan of the Vir- 

delegates had left undecided. Shoul 


le, or by 7 bal by the State le 


gisla 
tates, or by one branch of the National Legislature, or by both branches! 


And if by both, by joint or concurrent ballot or by lot? How long should be 
reeligibility be limited) + + 


its term of service? and how far should its 


Here the convention marched and countermarched for want of guides. 

The old saying that intuitions are more reliable than after- 
thoughts would seem to apply here. The Virginia plan, presented 
to the convention May 29, 1787, by Mr. Randolph, provided for a 
National Executive “to be chosen by the National Legislature 
for ears, and to be ineligible a second time.” This 
blank was filled June 1 in committee of the whole house by insert- 
ing the word seven,“ by a vote of five and a half to four and a 

f States, and the following day the ineligibility of the President 
for a second election was affirmed by a vote of eight and a half to 
one and a half States. In that shape it was reported June 19 
from the committee of the whole. July 17 the convention voted 
to strike out the words to be ineligible a second time,” by a vote 
of six States to four; but the same day they unanimously voted 
to reconsider their action. Two days later the convention voted 
to make the term six years, without the ineligibility clause. But 
on the 26th of the same month, by a vote of seven to three, they 
reverted to the original proposition of a seven-year term, the Presi- 
dent to be ineligible a second time, and in that form it appeared 
in the original draft of the Constitution reported to the conven- 
tion August 6 by the committee on detail. August 31 the con- 
vention referred such parts of the Constitution as had been post- 
poned and such parts of reports as had not been acted upon toa 
committee of one from each State, and on September 4, or only 
thirteen days before the convention finally adjourned, that com- 
mittee reported the provision in question of the Constitution sub- 
stantially as finally adopted. 

Since then the proposal has often been made, and from the 
highest sources, to reintroduce the principle of ineligibility for a 
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second term. Jefferson was in favor of it. President Jackson 


urged Congress in several of his m to propose to the States 

an amendment to the Constitution ering the Executive ineli- 
ible after one term of service, and such a resolution was intro- 
uced in 1830. 

Mr. President, I have noticed on a very recent anniversary 
occasion that associations of widely different political views have 
in their separate meetings paid their tributes of respect and affec- 
tion to President Jackson. From another political standpoint I 
wish to indorse the views he gave on this subject. 

In his annual message that year, after stating that he had before 
recommended that the President be made ineligible for reelection, 


President Jackson said: 


The 


that he may approach the solemn ities of the highest office in the 
gift of a free le uncommitted to any other course than the strict line of 
constitutio: duty, and that securities for this jependence may be 


rendered as 


In due time the Whigs took up the one-term principle, and moy 
57 it in their platform in 1844. Henry Clay advocated it wi 

is accustomed vigor. The Southern Confederacy embodied it in 
its constitution. 1866 and 1871 it was by Wade and 
Sumner, who introduced resolutions in its behalf. Writing in 1871, 
Horace Greeley said: 


All that is needed is an inte earnest, widespread conviction that the 
* fraught with evil 


practice of reelecting a Chief trate while in office is 

and 3 it distracts his atten and duties of 
his station, and com: 

—— fill the offices in 


And again: 

Office seeking is our national vice, divesting our workshops of apprentices 
and our farms of half the intelligent, energetic, aspiring youth who ought 
to make our agriculture of the next thirty years exhibit a series of brilliant 
advances and 8 upon all that preceded it. But 1 we 
hope for such reform through the lopping off of branches while root of 
the upas remains intact and vital. t root is the reelection while in office 
of Presidents, governors, and other dispensers of vast patronage, with their 
8 temptation to use that patronage in aid of their own continu- 
ance in power. 


In 1876 Mr. Tilden, in his letter accepting the nomination for 
the Presidency, expressed himself as follows: 


complete and permanent until its Chief Magistrate is 5 2 

0 
restriction by can: 8 
only can he be effectively delivered from his greatest temptation to misuse 
the power and patronage with which the Executive is charged. 


August 18, 1884, President Cleveland wrote in his letter of 
acceptance: 


sense of duty avenge truth betrayed and pl broken, and when the 
suffrage shall bo altogether free and uncorru the full realization 
overnment by the people will be at hand. "And the means to this end not 


holders, with a zeal born of 
favors yet to come, stand ered to aid with money and trained political serv- 
does Sanger — apt mabelliges 
Danse characterize a government by the people. 

From the very foundation of the Government many of our 
ablest and most thoughtful public men have favored an amend- 
ment to the Constitution prohibiting the reelection of a President, 

In the Constitutional Convention the decision of the question 
actually turned upon the settlement of that other vexed e 
of how to elect the Executive. Choice by the National Legisla- 
ture was proposed by the Virginia plan, and it seems to have been 
in the beginning by far the most popular plan. The first vote for 
a seven-year term and ineligibility for a second term was taken 
when the greater part of the members regarded this as the most 
probable manner of election, and it was proposed by removing 
the possibility of a second term to make the Executive less depend- 
ent on the Legislature. As the plan to elect otherwise than by the 
National Legislature gained favor, it was urged that rotation in 
office was not . the choice of the Executive was not to 
be lodged in the Legislature. All the various plans crystalli 
into two, election by the National islature with along term 
and ineligibility, and choice by popular elections through the 
electoral college with a short term and reeligibility. 


The chief arguments put forward in o tion to 3 
were two. Roger Sherman urged that it kept out of the office men 
who were best qualified to execute its duties; but the experience 
of the last half century has proven that the influence of an able 
and faithful administration is not a match for the personai disap- 
pointments of the army of favor seekers whom the ident must 
turn away unsatisfied. Gouveneur Morris and Hamilton ur, 
that it tended to destroy the motive to good behavior. In practice, 
reeligibility has proved to be a temptation in the opposite direc- 
tion, to use the power and patronage of the office to promote re- 
election. The relation of 8 to the Natio Executive 
seems to have been little regarded. deed, the prospective patron- 
age was not then large. 

It was also suggested that as a strong and popular Executive 
came to the close of his term and could not be reelected, there 
might be great danger that the people would be tempted beyond 
control to set aside the Constitution for their temporary gratifi- 
cation. Such fears were perhaps not groundless when the Con- 
stitution was but an experiment. But the stability of our insti- 
tutions has long since banished such fears, and no man can rival 
the Constitution in the affection of the people. 
The resolution proposes a modification of the Constitution, but 
it is a modification of a detail in order to strengthen its most 
fundamental principle. The very basis of the Constitution is the 
complete separation of the legislative and executive powers. So 
long as the Constitutional Convention contemplated the election 
of the Executive by Congress, it favored ineligibility for a second 
term, in order that the ambition of a President to succeed himself 
might not make him dependent upon Congress, 


By the scheme of the electoral college— 
Says Mr. Bancroft— 


th mvention ho; to escape from the of a corrupt traffic between 
the National Legislature and candidates for the Executive” 


And again: 
in the purity of the electoral th blish 

Bayani the Execative oe again affirmed. Sa 1 

They foresaw the difficulty, but they were in error in thinking 
they had corrected it. There is no other part of the Constitution 
which in practice has worked so differently from what was ex- 
pected as the machinery of Presidential elections. It wascontem- 
plated that the people would simply delegate their elective powers 
to Presidential electors, and— 


No Senator or Representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit 
under the United States— 


Says the Constitution 
shall be appointed an elector. 


Members of Congress and Federal officeholders were to be ex- 
cluded from the electoral college. Thus they expected that the 
President would neither be dependent upon Congress nor upon 
his own appointees for a reelection. 

How different is it all in practice! The position of Presidential 
elector, though still regarded as one of dignity, is purely clerical. 
In honor he is excluded from the exercise of any choice. National 
elections are simply contests of the candidates of the political par- 
ties before the people. A President ambitious to succeed himself 
must secure the nomination from his party, and the most potent 
elements in national conventions are the very persons whom 
the Constitution intended to exclude from taking any part in the 
election of the President. Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress and Federal officeholders may not constitute the majority 
of representation by actual count in national conventions, but 
their influence is the most potent in their constitution. The very 
dependence, therefore, upon Congress and upon Federal office- 
holders for election to a second term which the Constitution in- 
tended to prevent in fact exists. It can not be doubted for one 
moment that if the framers of the Constitution could have fore- 
seen how little they were correcting the dangers they so evidently 
feared, they would never have abandoned their original intention 
of requiring rotation in the Presidential office, 

I will ask the Secretary to read what De Tocqueville said in 
1835. ; 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested, 

The Secretary read as follows: 

When a simple candidate seeks to rise by intrigue, his maneuvers must neo- 
essarily be limited toa narrow sphere; but when the Chief Magistrate enters 
the lists he borrows the strength of the Government for his own purposes. 
„ * The private citizen who employs the most immoral practices to ac- 
quire power can only act in a manner indirectly prejudicial to the publio 
n Ee or cument tw inci ini SELOR cake TAPIET ena tive 
success of his election is his first concern. All laws and negotiations are then 


nothing more than electioneering schemes; places e the reward 
of services rendered, not to the sation; bat to its chief; and the influence of 


the Government, if not injurious to the country, is at least no longer benefi- 
cial to the community for which it was created. 

It is 8 to consider the ordinary course of affairs in the United 
States wi t perceiving that the desire of being reelected is the chief sim 
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the public 
ple of reeligibility renders the are ananos ot ve governments 

more extensive and pernicious. tends to degrade the 
ity of the people, and to substitute adroitness for patriotism. 

Mr. PROCTOR. This De Tocqueville wrote in dispassionate 
and friendly criticism in 1835, when the patronage was relatively 
small. In the light of our subsequent experience and present 
conditions, can we say that he put the matter too strongly? 

If a President aspires to a second term—and the best Presidents 
usually have so aspired—his acts and his appointments, if not his 
policy, are necessarily influenced and colored by that fact. And 
if perchance he does not aspire to reelection, he is still hampered 
by the fact of the constitutional possibility of such reelection, 

is most unselfish and patriotic acts will be charged by some to 
that ambition, whether he entertains it or not. It promotes 
captious criticism. It induces distrust of the President's disin- 
terestedness and patriotism, and it belittles and detracts from the 
dignity of the office itself. And not only does it weaken the 
President and his Administration at home, but the possibility of 
reeligibility actually weakens the effectiveness of our foreign 
policy. In the beginning of our present Venezuelan crisis the most 
common comment abroad upon the patriotic positiontaken by the 
President was that it was an electioneering dodge. Thus does 
the world discount an official expression of the patriotic senti- 
ment of our people, because,in view of the possibility of the 
reelection of the President, the outside world also has become 
accustomed to look to that fact for the deepest motives of a 
President's actions. 

We sometimes speak of ga) orgs aa limit established by prece- 
dent against a third term. e wise and patriotic declension of 
Washington to serve a third time was based upon the very idea 
that there ought to be a limit to eligibility. But the limit thus 
imperfectly established does not meet the case, because actual pro- 
hibition of a third election does not relieve the first term from the 
evils of reeligibility, and because such a limit is so imperfectly 
established that in fact it scarcely relieves it of evil during the 
second, Reeligibility is wrong in theory, vicious in practice, and 
a should be a ite prohibition against it. 


test objection of which Iam aware to this proposed. 


change is that it might deprive us, in time of some t national 
exigency, of the services of a leader who seems to be peculiarly 
equipped to be at the head of the Government. Such a thing is 
possible, yet I can hardly conceive of an emergency in which one 
man, and one man only, shall be fit to be at the head of the Gov- 
ernment; and itis hard to believe that an emergency will arise 
that will last for more than six years, the term for which a Presi- 
dent will be chosen under the proposed amendment. It is impos- 
sible to portent any detail of a constitutional system so that itmay 
not wor 1 in some emergency. Constitutional sys- 
tems, however, tho intended to cover all exigencies so far as 
possible, are designed more to meet the everyday life and existence 
of the Government than some exceptional complication that may 
never occur. The question is, how to safeguard the public inter- 
ests in the most cases and in the largest cogen; how to obtain the 
most disinterested administration of the Government from day 
to day of our national existence. If a single term with prohibi- 
tion of a second will do that, then we need not fear the other. In 
this very connection De Tocqueville says that ‘‘ to reserve an expe- 
dient for extraordinary perils, the country has been to 
daily dangers.” 

To the objection that reeligibility is an incentive to good admin- 
istration and therefore should not be removed, we answer that 
such an argument is as strong for reeligibility to a third term, 
and as strong for reeligibility to afourth. There must be some 
final administration in which such incentive loses its force, and 
it may as well be the first. 

The perry er of ineligibility for a second term has always been 
coupled with the proposal to lengthen the term. Though less 
important, it is perhaps not an unnatural correlative of the other. 
In the convention the question was between a longer term with- 
out reeligibility and a shorter one with it. The latter was re- 

arded as the equivalent of the former, as it was expected that a 
ident, if worthy, would ordinarily be reelected. And such 
was generally the rule during the first half century. Now it is 
the exception. Frequent Presidential elections disturb the busi- 
ness interests of the country, which in their present complicated 
conditions have become vay sensitive to changes. At the foun- 
dation of the Government these interests were comparatively sim- 
ple. Labor was 8 own employer, and its relations were 
not easily disturbed. oducer and consumer were more often 
than now combined in one. Telegraphs and railroads were 
unknown. The developing resources of the country had not yet 
brought with them the increased complexity of business relations 
between the different sections, and especially between this country 
and foreign lands—relations that now exist and are so quickly 
affected by the shifting fortunes of politics. Competition had not 


become the fierce war of recent years. Not so nicely adjusted, 


business relations were not so easily disturbed. The influence of 
a Presidential election upon the business interests of the country 
was not contemplated by the framers of the Constitution. They 
thought of the Executive and his election only in relation to the 
Government they were forming. They contemplated the Ercca- 
tive as a factor in that Government. They did not consider the 
effect upon the governed of the process of electing him. To-day, 
in a manner oreseen by them, the Presidential elections raise 
the utmost havoc with all business interests. The unrest and lack 
of confidence in business circles truthfully reflect the uncertain 
of the result of each election. In a recent paper, I find the fol- 
lowing language attributed to Dr. Depew: 
f. 
Bene ee ee ee | 
phy because such are in the cam that business condi- 
ons are bound to be affected hy the result. ve hardly recovered 
from the effects of one Presidential campaign before we are plunged into the 
midst of another. Witha six-year term and a constitutional prohibition of 
ion, we would have a President free during his term of office from any 


temptation to use his power in any . renomination or reelec- 
tion, and free also from the suspicion of such an attempt, which is almost as 


Furthermore, the time taken up by a campaign and the expense 
incident thereto are matters of no small moment aside from the 
disastrous effects upon business interests. I realize that cam- 
paign funds are enveloped in a haze of obscurity, and that in 
speaking of them I am treading upon delicate ground; but it is 
safe to say that the expense of a campaign has increased many 
fold in the last twenty years. Grant's first campaign fund is said 
to have been 8150, 000, but now it would require more figures to 
* the amount devoted to campaign purposes. 

t has been suggested that the change might lengthen the term 
of a bad President, but there is not somuch strength in the objec- 
tion as there might seem. We have not often, if ever, had bad 
Presidents, and there would be much less danger of getting one 
with a six-year term than there is now with the four-year term, 
for there would be a longer time for the policy of the precedin; 
Administration to have a fair trial and be approved or condemn 
by the deliberate judgment of the people, and there would be 
much less danger of hasty political revulsions. If we were so 
8 as to. havo an 5 eee Torta not 
comman e confidence and respect of the people, hi wer 
would soon bechecked by the Congressional and 3 
tions; and if we were so unfortunate as to have a corrupt Presi- 
dent, a calamity which has never yet occurred, he would aljvays 
be subject to impeachment. 

It seems to have been the experience of a number of the 
States that long terms for their executive officers are desirable, 
Eleven of the States—California, Connecticut, Delaware, Indiana, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Vermont, 
Virginia, and West Virginia—have lengthened the terms of their 
governors from what they originally were, while of the eight States 
which formerly had gubernatorial terms of one year Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island only hold to the practice. 

Even if wise in the beginning, thechanged conditions, our growth 
in population, especially in the cities, the great increase in our ter- 
ritory, and the growing danger of sudden mlar reaction make 
the change advisable as a matter of safety. It is not a radical or 
revolutionary change, but one in the line of true conservatism. 
It isa change in the letter of the Constitution to preserve its spirit. 
It is more in accord with the ideas and p of the framers of 
the Constitution than are the practical results that have developed 
from the present system. 

In what I have said of the dangers of the present situation, 1 
speak with great deference of the great men who have filled the 
high office of President and who have been candidates for reelec- 
tion. I doubt not but that they have been as little influenced and 
controlled by the selfish considerations mentioned as one placed 
in so inconsistent a position could be. The difficulty, however, 
is that the ition is inherently an inconsistent and an 
nistic one, One person can not in the nature of be at the 
same time a perfect President and a Presidential candidate. I 
believe that the people are becoming more and more dissatisfied 
with haying the high office of President used, or having it possi- 
ble to use it, to prolong the incumbent's tenure. They are becom- 
ing more and more dissati with seeing Presidential campaigns 
run from the White House. It will be tried just as long as it is 
possible. It will on cease when the Con and the States by 
constitutional amen t return to the spirit of the Constitution 
and the original plan of the framers. Then no personal ambition 
of a Chief Magistrate can ever compete with his ambition to serve 
his 5 well and leave an honorable record for his Adminis- 
tration. 

The extension of the terms of Representatives in Congress should 
go with the extension of the Presidential term. The practical 
benefits sure to result from this change and the advantages of it 
to legislation are self-evident. Now the Representatives have 
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hardly concluded their first session before they come up for reelec- 
tion. This long session must necessarily become longer with the 

owth of the country. The legislation of the long session has 
faa no trial, and often, I may say ee in the case of impor- 


tant new legislation on lines of party policy, there is a popular 
reaction before it can have a fair trial. Then comes the short 
session, in which little is done except to pass appropriation bills. 
With a three years’ term, instead of the present single inordi- 
nately long session, there would be two ons unlimited by the 
end of a Congress, and of more moderate duration, which would 

ractically nearly double the time for deliberation and considerate 
legislation. The laws of the first session would have been in 
operation for a year or more, which would give time for a fairer 
trial and consideration by the people, with much less danger of 
too hasty legislation and too hasty condemnation of laws when 
once made—a danger to which the country is more and more sub- 
jected as it grows older. 

I believe that the amendments suggested, if anood; will lead 
to more stable administration and to better legislation and to bet- 
ter and more conservative consideration of public questions by 
the people. J 

I move that the joint resolutions be referred to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. President—— 


Mr. STEWART. The question raised by the proposed amend- 
ment is . 
Mr. MILLS. I gave notice that I would address the Senate dur- 
metie morning hour to-day. 
. STEWART. Iask leave to make just a few remarks. I 
will occu ay a moment. 
The VICE-P ESIDENT. Does the Senator from Texas yield 
to the Senator from Nevada? 


Mr. MILLS. The Senator from Nevada has the floor. 

Mr. STEWART. I will take but a moment. The recommen- 
dation that the President shall not be eligible for reelection I fully 
approve. There is no doubt that it would be a great gain. I con- 
cur with the recommendation of General Jackson in that respect. 
But to lengthening the term I see grave objections. There would 
be too much at stake. The country would be too much disturbed 
to have an election pending which would put the Chief Executive 
in office for the term of six years. That would be reform in the 
wrong direction. The Senator from Vermont suggests that it is 
very expensive to elect—— 

r. MILLS. I hope the Senator from Nevada will not take me 

off the floor. I gave notice that I would address the Senate this 

morning, and if he wishes to discuss this question, he can do so at 

some other time. I think I am entitled by the courtesies of the 
Senate and under the rule to proceed with my argument. 

Mr. STEWART. I did not know that the Senator from Texas 
was entitled to the floor. Let the joint resolutions lie on the table, 
and I will complete my remarks to-morrow morning. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS, 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had 
on the 8th instant approved and signed the following act and joint 
resolution: 

An act (S. 2047) extending the time within which the University 
of Utah shall occupy lands heretofore granted to it; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. 162) continuing in force section 2 of 
the act approved June 3, 1896, entitled An act to repeal section 
61 of an act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for the Gov- 
2 1 and for other purposes,” which became a law August 
28, 1894. 

The message also announced that the President of the United 
States had on the 9th instant approved and signed the following 
acts: 

An act (S. 337) to refer the claim of the owners of the brig 
Tally-Ho to the Court of Claims; and 

An act (S. 1265) for the relief of Emmart, Dunbar & Co. 

INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate a 
sins resolution introduced by the Senator from Texas [Mr. 

ILLS], which will be read. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 188) in reference to the recognition 
of the independence of foreign governments was read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, the expediency of g the inde- 
„pendence of a sr nage gove t belongs to Congress, and when Congress 
shall so determine, the Executive should act in harmony with the legislative 
department of the Government. 

EC. 2. That the independence of the Republic of Cuba ought to be, and 
hereby is, recognized, and the sum of $10,000 is hereby appropriated for salar 
and expenses of a minister to that Government whenever such minister 
be appointed by the President. í 

Mr. MILLS. Lask the unanimous consent of the Senate that 
when 2 o'clock arrives I may be permitted to continue my remarks 
until I have closed. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 

Mr. HOAR. Before consent is given, I desire to inquire what 
will be the order of business after that? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The homestead bill will come up as 
the unfinished business at the conclusion of the remarks of the 
Senator from Texas. 

Mr. HALE. I do not think the Senator in charge of the unfin- 
ished business would object to the request of the Senator from 
Texas if he were here. 

Mr. MILLS, If there is objection, I shall not take the floor. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not rise to object, but to learn what is to be 
the order of business later in the day. Is it the purpose of the 
Senate after the Senator from Texas concludes to go on with the 
homestead bill? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. So far as the Chair is advised, that 
will be the order of business. 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not think that that bill should stand from day 
to day eg big eee over all other business and at the same 
time not to be taken up. Ido not object to the Senator from 
Texas proceeding, but I should like to have it understood that 
when he concludes the homestead bill is to be taken up and pro- 
ceeded with. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will lay that bill before the 
Senate as the unfinished business at the conclusion of the remarks 
of the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. FRYE. Thenlet the request of the Senator from Texas be 
put in a little different form that at2o’clock the unfinished busi- 
ness shall be temporarily laid aside in order that he may complete 
his remarks, 

Mr. MILLS. It is all the same thing. There is no objection to 
eg wia request in that form. 

Mr. YE. It is hardly the same thing. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, it will be so or- 
dered. The Senator from Texas will proceed. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. President, on the 18th day of December last the 
Committee on Foreign Relations agreed to report to the Senate of 
the United States sg osha resolution recognizing the independence 
of the Republic of Cuba. On the morning of the 19th of December 
a statement was given to the public press by authority of the Secre- 
tary of State, challenging the authority of the Congress of the United 
States to deal with that question. He stated that in order to allay 
misapprehension and injurious results that might follow at home 
and abroad he thought it his duty to announce to the world that 
the President had the ‘‘exclusive” right to deal with the question 
of the recognition of a foreign state, and that if both Hones of 
Congress should pass a joint resolution recognizing the independ- 
ence of a foreign state, and it should be vetoed by the President and 
then be passed by a two-thirds majority over the President’s veto, 
the law would be inoperative and of no effect. 

I propose to meet that contention. It is an extraordinary con- 
tention, and this is the second time in the history of the Republic 
that it has been presented. When it was first presented, it met 
with a signal rebuke by the Congress of the United States, and I 
doubt not it will meet with the same rebuke now. Where the 
distinguished Secre obtains his authority I know not. The 
Congress of the United States and the executive department are 
both the creations of the Constitution, Whatever authority the 
President and the Secretary of State have comes from the words 
of that great charter, either by an express provision or by a just 
and necessary implication from an express provision. 

The Constitution of the United States gives the President the 
power to appoint an ambassador to a foreign government, but 
the foreign government must exist before the President can a 

oint an am or or a minister. The Constitution gives the 

esident power to appoint to an office, but the office must be 
created before the President can appoint, and the power to create 
an office in this Government is vested in the legislative depart- 
ment of the Government, and so far as the relations of the people 
of the United States are concerned, the power to create a forei 
government rests with the Congress of the United States, for the 
power torecognize its existence is the power to create our relations 
with it. : 

Iwillnotstop, Mr. President, further to discuss the constitutional 

rovisions, but I will deal with some of the precedents that have 
made for us by the illustrious men who have gone before us. 

The Secretary says that it is an exclusive right” and power of 
the President, and the President alone, and in order to allay dis- 
turbances abroad and in the United States he feels constrained to 
say to all the world that the Congress of the United States has no 
power to deal with this question. This is a most remarkable state- 
ment, The great respect I have for the Secretary personally, and 
for his high position, and the respect I have for his chief, and the 
high station he fills, forbid me to say more. He has his duty to 
perform and I have mine, and however high his station I will not 
refrain from criticising him when in my judgment he has gone 


beyond the boundaries assigned him by the Constitution and laws 
of the United States. 
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In 1822, after the provinces of Spain on this hemisphere had 
been in revolt about twelve years, the House of Representatives 
calied upon President Monroe for information, if any existed in 
the Department of State, in reference to the condition of those 
provinces, whether they were ready to be admitted into the family 
of nations. President Monroe did not say to the Congress, This 
is none of your business; this is my ‘exclusive right’ and power, 
and you are inquiring about something as to which you have no 
authority to s or to judge.” He did novaka. the sort. 
March 8, 1822, he sent his message in response to the inquiry of 
Congress, and he says to the Senate and House of Representatives: 

In transmitting to the House of 5 the documents called for 
by the resolution of that House of the 30th January, I consider it my duty 
to invite the attention of C toa very important subject and tocom- 
pune the sentiments of the Executive on it, that, should Congress en- 


similar sentiments, there may be such cooperation between the two 
cato ents of the Goyernment as their respective rights and duties may 
require. 


He seemed to understand that Congress had something to sa; 
about the recognition of the independence of a nation. Heseem 
to understand that both the executive and the legislative branches 
had a duty imposed upon them by the Constitution. He seemed 
to understand that they had to act in coo tion in this work, 
and after giving his views about the situation, after recommend- 
ing to trem: according to his views, that those provinces were 
entitled to be received into the family of nations, he does not say 
„ have recognized their existence; I have sent ambassadors to 
them; I have received their ambassadors.” No. He says, in con- 
cluding, after giving his views: 

Should Co concur in the view herein presented, they will doubtless 


ae ms propriety of making the necessary appropriations for carrying it into 
effec 


Mr. GRAY. From whom does the Senator read? j) 

Mr. MILLS. I was reading from the message of President 
Monroe of the 8th of March, 1822. > 

When this communication of the Executive was sent to Congress 
it was referred to a committee, the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
of the House of Representatives. That committee reported on the 
resolution, and they say: 

Your committee having thus considered the subject referred to them in all 
its 2 are unanimously of opinion that it is just and expedient to acknowl- 
page he independence of the several nations of S America without any 
‘erence to vernments; and in accordance 
with this opini e follo resolutions: 
Resolved, That the House of Representatives concurin the opinion expressed 

i March, 1822, that the American 
provinces of Sayre mdence and are in the 
3 of it ought to be recognized by the United States as independent 

ns, 


and Means be instructed to report 
ng $100,000 to enable the President to 


How, in the face of this precedent, can the President and the 
Secretary of State now stand before the American people and say 
that the lawmaking power of this Government bas no right to 
or as to the recognition of a foreign state with which the peo- 
'p s of tie United States have to enter into commercial and other 
relations 

If this, sir, were the only precedent, they would be estopped by 
it. The President of the United States in 1822 did not recognize 
the independence of these States until he was fully authorized by 
the Congress to do it. In the law which they passed on the 4th day 
of May, 1822, Congress made the 9 required accord- 
ing to the recommendation of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
On the 18th day of May, only a short time after, the President rec- 
ognized the independence of Granada, Venezuela, and Ecuador. 
On May 27, 1823, he recognized theindependence of Buenos Ayres, 
Chile, and Mexico. On the 26th day of May, 1824, he recognized 
the independence of Brazil, and on the 2d day of May, 1826, John 
Quincy Adams, his successor in the Presidential chair, carrying 
into effect the same provision of the statute of May 4, 1822, recog- 
nized Peru as an independent nation. 

In all these instances the President cooperated with Congress, 
believing that Congress could nige ouy pass upon the expediency 
and policy of recognizing the independence of a foreign state, and 
when Congress passed upon that as a fact then it was his 
duty to accept that fact as conclusive, and to carry it into execu- 
tion by appointing and receiving the necessary ambassadors and 
by making treaties with those governments. 

Now, sir, there is another instance in our history, and that is as 
to the great State one of whose public servants I am in this body. 
On the 2d day of March, 1836, the representatives of the people of 
Texas, then a State in the federal union of the United States of 
Mexico, met and declared their independence. On the 21st day 
of April her armies met in battle array the armies of the parent 
State and overwhelmed them with defeat and captured the Presi- 
dent of the Mexican Republic. On the 18th day of June, 1836, 
Henry Clay offered a resolution in the House of Representatives 
providing for taking the initiatory steps toward the recognition 
of the independence of Texas. Andrew Jackson was then Presi- 


dent of the United States. It was nota joint resolution, It did 


not propose to bind by force. It simply expressed the opinion of 
the people of the United States, speaking through their Repre- 
sentatives and Senators. Andrew Jackson did not say that he 
had the exclusive right to deal with the question; and he always 
maintained that the executive department had the right to con- 
strue the Constitution foritself. ButAndrew Jackson maintained 
that it was the prerogative of Congress to determine the expedi- 
ency of the recognition of a foreign State, and it was the duty of 
the Executive to cooperate. 

On December 21, 1836, after both Houses of Congress had passed 
this separate resolution—the resolution offered by Mr. Clay—the 
President said to the Senate of the United States: 


During the last session information was given to Con; by the Execu- 
tive that measures had been taken to ascertain ‘the political, military, and 
civil condition of Texas.“ I now submit for your consideration e 

from the report of the agent who had been appointed to collect it relative to 
the condition of that country. No stopa have been taken by the Executive 
to the acknowledgment of the independence of Texas; and the whole 
subject would have been left without further remark on the information 
now given bea yh it 28 that ae feo ene —— —— 8 
acting separately. resolutions ependence of Texas o 

to be . the United States whenever 1 inf on 
should be received that it had in su ul operation a civil government 
capable of performing the duties and fulfilling the obligations of an inde- 
pendent power.” 


Now, the difference between President Jackson and President 
Monroe was that President Monroe and Congress concurred that 
the condition had been reached when the foreign States ought to 
be acknowledged. Congress, in the instance of General Jackson, 
said that Texas had reached that condition, but General Jackson 
did not believe it. Here was a severe test tothe old warrior. He 
did not believe the time had come when the United States ought 
to acknowledge the independence of Texas. He was a man of 
strong will power. His convictions were strong and deep. His 
reliance upon their correctness made him almost immovable. 
But he, like President Monroe, felt that the two branches of goy- 
ernment ought to move harmoniously together. Hear what he 
says: 

The acknowledgment of a new state as independent and entitled to a place 
in the family of nations is at all times an act of pon delicacy and responsi- 
bility; but more y so when such state forcibly separated itself 
from another of which it had formed an integral and which still claims 
dominion over it. A premature ion under these circumstances, if 
not looked upon as justifiable cause of war, is always liable to be regarded us 
a proot ofan endly spirit to one of the conten parties. All questions 
relative to the government of foreign nations, whether of the Old or New 
World, have been treated by the United States as questions of fact only, and 
our 5 have cautiously abstained from deciding u them until 
the clearest evidence was in their on to enable them not onl; 
correctly but to shield their decisions from every unworth: 

* — J $ * * * 

Nor has any deliberate inquiry ever been instituted in Con or in an 
of our legislative bodies as 6 — ea i y pier § 
circumstances, to a declaration of war, sporo nowhere er delegated 

in some a 


y imputation. 


* * * $ 
by presenting with simplicity and direct- 
reflection I ha Ted tot 


* * * 
Having thus discharged my du 
s I have been ied to také of this 


ness the views which, after mu: 


if 

of dispassionate, prudent, and wise delibe: „with the assurance that 
during the short time I shall continue connected with the Government I 
shall propel and cordially unite with you in such measure as may 
deemed best fitted to increase the prosperity and perpetuate the peace of 
our favored country. 


I call the attention of the Senate particularly to these words: 

In the preamble to the resolution of the House of Representatives it is 
distinctly intimated that the ex eney of 1 g the independence of 
Texas should be left to the decision of Congress. In view,on the ground 
of expediency, I am disposed to concur. 

That is what I have stated in the resolution now under consid- 
eration. The question of the expediency of recognition of a for- 
eign state is within the province of Congress and not with the 
Executive. That, General Jackson says, is his opinion; that, the 
House of Representatives said, was its opinion; that, the Senate 
of the United States said, was its opinion. And, going still fur- 
ther, General Jackson's message, in December, 1836 

Mr. GRAY. Will the Senator from Texas read the sentence 
just following the one last read, separated by a semicolon? 
lens MILLS. Will the Senator just read it? I have closed the 

a GRAY. Shall I read it? 


. MILLS. Yes. A 
Mr.GRAY. Iwill read the whole sentence, repeating the part 
the Senator has read: 
In this view, on the ground of expediency, I am disposed to concur; and do 
not, therefore, 3 ee 3 any opinion as to the strict 


constitutional right of the Executive, either apart from or in conjunction 
with the Senate, over the subject. 


Mr. MILLS. The first sentence embraced the whole, that on 
the question of expediency he concurred. 
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Mr. CHILTON. If my colleague will read a little further, he 
will find a still further-recognition of that doctrine in the same 
message. 

Mr. STILLS. I think I will put the whole of it in my speech. 
5 is well in these days to go back to General Jackson and read all 

e says. 

Mr. GRAY. It is. 

Mr. MILLS. In order to 3 this still further, Robert J. 
Walker, then a Senator from the State of Mississippi, afterwards 
in the Cabinet of President Polk as Secretary of the and 
one of the most distinguished men this country ever produced, 
introduced a resolution in the Senate of the United States Jan- 
uary 12, 1837, which Ishallread. General Jackson’s message was 
in December, 1836. 

The resolution is as follows: 


that there is no longer an of ccessful prosecution 
of the war by Mexico said State, it is expedient and Toe and in 
conformity with the laws of nations, an 0 of this Government in 
like cases, that the independent of said State be acknowl- 


That resolution was adopted by the Senate, and then, on the 3d 
day of March, 1837—— 

Ar. HALE. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Vitas in the chair). Does 
the Senator from Texas po to the Senator from Maine? 


Mr. MILLS. y 
Mr. HALE. Was the resolution cited by the Senator as having 
been submitted by the then Senator from Mi ippi, Mr. Robe: 
J. Walker, a joint resolution? 

Mr, MIL No, sir; I said it was a Senate resolution, 

Mr. GRAY. It was an expression of opinion. 

Mr. MILLS. It was a Senate resolution. 

Mr. HALE. Does it in terms, like the resolution reported from 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, declare an assertion of the 
Republic of Texas, or is it only an expression that it should be 
recognized by the Government? The resolutions soporte by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, of which the Senator is a mem- 
ber, in terms assume the whole thing. I have found nowhere any 
resolution of either branch—— 

Mr. MILLS. I 1 55 the Senator from Maine will let me pro- 
ceed aud answer me hereafter. 

Mr. HALE. I will not interrupt the Senator. I do not pro- 
pose, I will say, to take part at the present time in the debate. 

Mr. MILLS. The Senator is proposing to answer my argument. 

Mr. HALE. I wanted to call attention to the fact. Then I 
wished the Senator also to state by what vote the Walker resolu- 
tion—a mere expression of opinion in a Senate resolution—passed 
that great body. 

Mr. MILLS, By a vote of 23 to 19. 

Mr. HALE. Has the Senator looked 

Mr. MILLS. But, in a republican government, Mr. Jefferson 
said that a majority of 1 is as good as if the whole body were 
unanimous; it is the expression of the body of the people; and all 
our institutions stand upon a majority. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator look a little further on, he will 
find that the last action which took place on the resolution is that 
on a motion to reconsider it was only saved by a tie vote—24 to 24— 
and that was the end of it. 

Mr. MILLS. I hope the Senator will answer me fully when I 
get through, and not attempt to answer every position that I take 


as I go along. 

Mr. HALE. I will not interrupt the Senator. But will the 
Senator allow me to ask him one more question? I do not wish 
to interfere improperly, but before he leaves this branch of the 
subject does he p to submit to the Senate the action the 
House of Representatives took? y 

Mr. M . Upon what? 

Mr. HALE. Upon this resolution? 

Mr. MILLS. It never was sent to the House of Representa- 
tives. It was simply a resolution of the Senate of the United 


States. 
Mr. HALE. I do not mean the Senate resolution, but upon this 
subject-matter and the m of President Jackson. I do not 


ask the Senator to do it; I shall do it myself at some future time, 
Mr. MILLS, Allright; that is satisfactory. 
Mr. HALE. But I ask the Senator if heis going into the House 
action at the time he cites the Senate action? 
Mr. MILLS. If the Senator will possess his soul in patience, I 
a wae ie in the course of the next hour what I am going 


Mr. HALE. Lshould like, as the Senator is— 
MILLS. wan o back e where 0 
distur 7 this sort.’ 1 


Mr. i 
the Senator will not b me of 
yan fair in debate 3 


att HALE, The Senate will judge whether it is a good practice 
or not, 

Mr. MILLS. To ask me to state what I am going to say in the 
next hour. 

Mr. HALE. Ishall not interrupt the Senator further. There 
will be pate time to give to the Senate these precedents. 

Mr. MILLS. Of course there will be, and no one can do it bet- 
ter than the Senator from Maine. He is thoroughly informed on 
all these questions and is a gentleman of acknowledged ability. I 
simply say that when a Senator rises to discuss a question it is not 
proper for others to rise and constantly take his mind from the 
subject by putting to him a catechism. 

. HALE. Certainly it is not, unless he is willing. 

Mr. MILLS. ltis permitted every day to ask a question of a 
Senator when he is Ee but I never have done so in twenty; 
five years in either House unless on his side of the question, and I 
could suggest something to him that he would overlook as he 
went along. 

To close this point on the history of Texas, Con passed a 
law, signed by Presi 2 5 Saokan on mip, 3d ony of March, 1837, 
making royision for the ap intment and pay of a representative 
or minister from the United States to Texas, and that finished the 
recognition of the independence of Texas by General Jackson, so 
the history says, in the very last act of his Administration. 

Mr. HALE. On what condition was that act passed? 

Mr. MILLS. The consular and diplomatic een bill 
made an appropriation of so much money to pay the expenses of a 
minister or a diplomatic agent to Texas. 

Mr. HALE. ‘‘Provided.” What was the proviso? 

Mr. MILLS. Of course, I say, provided the President sends 
him. I said that this is a coordinative function between the leg- 
islative and executive de ents. I am answering the extraor- 
dinary position assumed by the of State, that this whole 

uestion devolves exclusively on the President. I do not deny the 

dent’s part in that 33 but I deny his exclusive 
assumption of all authority over the subject. I will not stop to 
discuss the question of taste as to the Secretary of State announo- 
ing to the world before an act was passed by the Congress that 
per had not authority to do what they were going to do, and that 
if they did doitit would produce disaster throughout Christendom. 


Mr. MORGAN. May I ask the Senator from Texas whether on 
that suben 
The P. 


IDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Texas 
yield to the Senator from Alabama? 

Mr. MILLS. Oh, arinegi 

Mr. MORGAN. Has the Senator examined the report made by 
Henry Winter Davis? 

Mr. MILLS. Ihaveitbeforeme. I will come to it in due order. 

This, Mr. President, concludes two memorable instances. The 
first is the case of President Monroe, one of the noblest men this 
country ever produced, a man over whose shoulders boards of 
trade and stock exchanges never threw their tentacles, a man who 
had led the fighting squadrons of Virginia on many of the fields 
of the Revolution, and himself had fallen leading his gallant troo 
on the field at Princeton. He stood for the liberties of his people, 
and he sympathized with all struggles for liberty all over the 
world, and especially in this hemisphere, where he maintained 
that there was a uliar set of principles adapted to this hemis- 
phere with which Europe should have nothing to do. He was 
supported by many great men in council, one of whom succeeded 
him in the Presidency. All the members of his Cabinet doubtless 
concurred with him in the position he took. 

It is something strange at this late day, after so many illustri- 
ous statesmen in the United States have led the way and marked 
the jurisdiction of the legislative and executive d ents of 
the Government on this question, that the President in the closing 
hours of the nineteenth cen’ has just discovered the fact that 
he alone has control of this whole question, and that he will set 
Congress at defiance if they dare to pass a fon resolution, and 
pass it by a two-thirds vote over his veto. ould such an occa- 
sion ever present itself, this Government will not be wanting in 
ability to enforce the decisions which are made by the legislative 
branch of the Government within the jurisdiction given to it by 
the Constitution. 

Mr. President, during the Hungarian revolution in 1848 Zachary 
Taylor was President of the United States and John M. Clayton 
of Delaware, was his Secretary of State. He sent a special agent 
to Hungary to go among its poopie secretly and obtain informa- 
tion of the existing condition of revolution, and ascertain and 
report to the President whether the revolution had attained a 
condition that Hungary ought to be se ges as a member of 
the family of nations. I will read what Mr. Clayton said to 
special agent: 

Should the new government prove to be in your opinion firm and stablo— 

Quoting the very language, I believe, of James Monroe— 
the President will cheerfully— 

Do what? 


1897. 


recommend to Congress at their next session the ition of ~ 

ponon . intimate, if you should see fit, d tae President d 28 
even 

What event? In the event that Congress authorized it 

in that event be tilled to receive a diplomatic t from H in the 

United States 88 before the next s ED of OENAR and that he enter- 

tains no doubt whatever that in case her new government should prove to be 
and stable her independence would be speedily recognized by that 

enlightened body. 


He did not say, Obtain information and I will recognize it;“ he 
did not say, I have the exclusive authority by the Constitution to 
recognize or not to recognize;” but he said. Obtain information, 
bring it to the State Department,” and the President would ‘make 
it the basis of a communication to Congress, under the authority 

iven to him by the Constitution to 

Jongress.” It will be laid before „its recognition will be 

recommended by the President, and he had no doubt that that 

enlightened body would follow his recommendation and author- 
ize him to send and receive ambassadors. 

Here are three Administrations 1 this doctrine with- 
outachallenge. Zachary Taylor died while this agent was abroad. 
He was succeeded by Millard Fillmore, President of the United 
States, and John M. Clayton was succeeded by a man whose name 
stands easily firstamong the constitutional lawyersof the United 
States, Daniel Webster. Chevalier Hulsemann arraigned the Gov- 
ernment of the United States for unjustly interfering with the 
local affairs of Austria, and talked somewhat flippantly about the 

power of Austria. Webster was not of that character of diplo- 
mats who use words to conceal ideas. He spoke boldly, he spoke 
like an American citizen, and when Chevalier Hulsemann inti- 
mated that Mr. Mann might be executed as a spy, he did not call 
on the Government of Austria to know what they would do and 
communications back and forth for ten or fifteen years. 

e said, Sir, had you dared to do that, the Government of the 
United States would have exhausted all its military and naval 
resources to avenge thedeed.” He said, The Government of the 
United States has a perfect right, by the law of nations, to senda 
bs tren Pa Sail of its own into aninsurrectionary country to see and 
obtain information upon which to act, and you have no right, nor 
have the House of Austria, to object.” When the Austrian minis- 
ter spoke about the House of Austria and its importance, he said it 
is but a patch upon the faceof the earthas compared to the dimen- 
sions of the 5 And he said in that letter to Hulsemann 
substantially what Clayton had said. He tells him, It was only 
in the event that the ne government should appear, in the opinion 
of the a to be firm and stable that the President opola — 
what? To recognize its . No, sir; that the Presi- 
dent proposen to recommen ie Reger To whom? To 
the only y on the face of the globe that had the power to rec- 
ognize it, the la ing power of the Union. 

Going on further, here are three illustrious instances to which 
the of State and Chief Magistrates of the nation have 
closed their eyes. When it was proposed to recognize the ub- 
lics of Haiti and Liberia, Facey i Galata ow BS in 
which it is stated that the ident of the United States be 
and hereby is, authorized, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to appoint diplomatic resentatives of the United 
States to the Republics of Haiti and Liberia, respectively. Each 
of said representatives so appointed shall be accredited as com- 
missioner,” etc. 

There was no ambassador sent to either one of those Govern- 
ments until Congress authorized it by that act. 

Subsequently to that time the Republic of Haiti was recognized 
ee Be Governmentin snang acommissioner and consul-general, 

A jamin F. Whidden, July 12, 1862, he having been author- 
ized by the act of June 6, 1862. 

VV DETE ARRI A EA OA 
to iod in our history the tho never ve 
entered ska brain of any American sy bo that the executive 
branch of this Government was alone authorized to dispose of this 
question. 

Now, Mr. President, I reach the year 1864, during the Presi- 
dency of Mr, Lincoln, when Mr. Seward was Secretary of State, 
and this was the first instance in the of the country when 
the Secretary claimed that the executive ch of the Govern- 
ment was exclusively empowered to e independence 
of a foreign state. ing the French invasion of Mexico in 1864, 
when a monarchy was established by military order, and the reyo- 
lution was progressing by the republicans of Mexico to o 
it, Mr. Seward wrote a letter to William L. Dayton, who was our 
minister to France, in which he took the position which Secretary 
Olney takes to-day. He says: 

I send you a of a resolution ich the House of 

yı s which passed 2 85 Representa- 


tives on the 4th vote, and w. declares the opposi- 
tion of that body to a recognition of a monarchy in Mexico, M. Geofrey has 
no time in asking for an roceeding. | 


explanation of this p: 
Mr. MORGAN. What is the date of that letter 
Mr. April 7, 1864. Here was the 


declara- 
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tion of the House of Representatives that they were opposed to 
the establishment or recognition of a monarchy in this continent, 
keeping their feet strictly in the paths of their fathers, who said - 
that this b ere was dedicated to liberty, secured by govern- 
ments owing all their just powers to the consent of the governed. 
Mr. Seward then goes on to say, and Mr. Dayton said it, doubt- 
less, to the prime minister of France in Paris: 

ey err. after what I have heretofore written with perfect 


inform the Government of France that he does not at present contemplate 
any departure from the policy which this Government has hitherto pursued 
in regard to the war which exists between France and Mexico. It is hardly 
necessary to say that the proceeding of the House of Representatives was 
adopted apon suggestions arising within itself, and not u any communi- 
pan of no 3 3 Lape 5 the 8 88 onla 

seasonably a any change oi upon this subject whi 0 
President — at any future time think it . n A to po Nery 


Here is os authority upon which Secretary Olney and the Presi- 


dent stand. 

The President of the United States submitted the correspondence 
on a request from the House of Representatives. This correspond- 
ence was submitted to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. That committee reported, and I will 
read an extract from its report: 


e Committee on Foreign Affairs have examined the 


Th 
— ae hich it is entitled because of th of 
W. en of the it 
ed source from which it emanated. EARS 
dent should have so widely departed from the 
g resolution of so 
p. 


regret still more that the President should have thought proper to inform 
rs and serious conflict of o on and Taratis 
No expression of deference can make the denial of the 
constitutionhlly todo what the House did with absolute 


than derogato’ their S 
They learn EA 5 in the a of the President, the form 
and term of expressing the j t ot United States on i a 


right of Con, 
Pa phon 


udgmen‘ recognizing 
monarchical government imposed on a 2 republic is a purely ex- 
ve qu n,and the decision of it consti 3 belongs, not to the 
8 N tives. nor even to Congress, but to the President of the 


Fed pone s mign — equally Lethe and cas —— No President pa Leter 
an exciusive au — 0 can eve = 
pression to pass without dissent. 50 ch near pia Pa, 

Mr. MORGAN. Before the Senator proceeds to discuss that, I 
wish to ask if he has any objection to having that entire message 
and the entire report put into the RECORD as an appendix to his 
remarks? 

Mr. MILLS. None in the world. 

Mr. MORGAN, I will therefore make that request, and that 
it also be printed as a document. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unless there be objection, it 
will be ordered to be Esha in the RECORD as part of the remarks 
of the Senator from Texas, and separately printed as a document. 

Mr. MILLS. That message of ident Lincoln and this cor- 
respondence was referred, as I have said, to the Committee on 
Foreign i The committee reported, and at the end of their 
report submitted a resolution, which was not adopted, but was laid 
upon the table because of an objection to the verbiage of the reso- 
lution. Everyone knows how close to the hearts of the people of 
the United States at that time President Lincoln was, and every- 
one knows how strong was the hold that Secretary Seward 5 
The Congress of the United States was almost exclusively Repub- 
lican in both branches, with only a few Democrats in either body, 
and they did not feel like using any language that would reflect 
upon ei one of those illustrious chiefs at a time when the coun- 
try was involved in war—a great civil war, the greatest in the his- 
toryoftheworld. But when the objection to the peculiar language 
of the resolution reported was removed, another resolution was 
offered affirming the doctrines maintained in this report. That 
resolution was capable of division, and the 8 being made, 
5 bps divided. e first subdivision of t resolution reads as 

WS: 


Resol: Congress constitutional right to an authoritative voice 
apn Ree ng iting ths foreign y of the United States as well 


q 
e eri or neve ers as in Tma and it is the constitu- 
e 
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What was the vote on that resolution? Out of 126 members in 
that body, 118 voted in favor of this resolution and only 8 against 
it. Does that show to the President or to the Secretary of State, 
or to anybody else in the country, that Congress was disposed to 
acquiesce in the decision—first made in 1864—that the executive de- 

artment of this Government alone had the authority to deal with 

e question of the recognition of a foreign state? 

The second branch of that proposition was a rebuke to the Sec- 
retary of State for having informed the French Government of 
the division between the Senate and the House of Representatives 
on one side and the Executive on the other, and it read as follows: 

e d 
Ep an taae er alenee a AG the bon tock a ae 
while pending and urdetermined is not a fit topic of diplomatic tion 
with any foreign power. 


That was adopted by a vote of 68 to 58, and among those votin; 
` forit was a distinguished Republican whoafterwards asn Prest 
dent of the United States, Mr. Garfield; another I see before me, 
the venerable father of the body, the Senator from Vermont s 
MORRILL]; and the Senator from Iowa ALLISON], who, if the 
blic press is to be believed, is soon to be Secretary of 
te, and a more capable one can not be found within the Repub- 
lican party in the United States. 

Mr. President, I have shown by the long and illustrious line of 
precedents in the days of the giants of this Republic that no one 
ever intimated that the President of the United States had the 
exclusive right to recognize or not to ize the existence of a 
foreign state, and that when the proposition was first presented, 


even during the Administration of so t a man and one so 
strong in the affections of the A ay of the country as was. Mr. 
Lincoln, and-in a time of war, mgress of the United States 


with almost absolute unanimity, denounced it; and I hope it will 
meet with no better fate now. Congress has the power, as Gen- 
eral Jackson said and as the resolution said, to determine the ques- 
tion of expediency, and the Executive has the power when that is 
determined, and it is his duty, as President Jackson said, to act in 
harmony with the legislative department of the Government, and 

forward and finish the joint act, the power to perform which 
H conferred by the Constitution upon the two branches of the 
Government. 

But, Mr. President, it may be said there are instances, and 
numerous ones, where the President has acknowledged the in- 
dependence of foreign states without the interyention of Con 5 
Yes, when there was no question, when it followed as ama of 
course, when a dynasty was overthrown and a new government 
instituted within an hour, our ministers have been authorized by 
the President to acknowledge the new government. When Dom 
Pedro was overthrown in a revolution that began and was finished 
in five or six hours, he accepted the result of the revolution, took 
his family on board a ship, and announced to the people of Brazil 
that he was going to Portugal never to return. ere could be 
no question whether the new government should be acknowledged 
or not; and its independence was 93 by the action of 
the executive department of the Government; but all that only 
nee that when the sei yess: as re aoad of the ee 

epartment, assumes such a responsibility, he assumes it upon 
the supposition that the act is so confessedly just and right that 
the Congress will ge a him, just as it will in the case of a 

allant naval officer off in a foreign country who sees a citizen of 

e United States seized by the armed ship of another government. 
He can not stop to pe if he knows a citizen of the United 
States is going to be htered; he can not legitimately make 
war, for that can only be done by a declaration of Songra; but 
he knows what his armed ship is scouring the seas for, He knows 
that it is for the protection of the citizens and the commerce of 
the United States. 

It is that for which his flag is floating on the ocean. He is sent 
there for that purpose. When sucha case occurred, what did the 

Mant old commodores, such as we had many long years ago, do? 

believe they have not degenerated, for I believe we have as gal- 
lant a set of officers in our Navy now as ever stood on the quar- 
ter-deek of any vessel of any power on the earth. In Jefferson’s 
Administration, when the pirates had been levying tribute on the 
commerce of all the maritime powers who navigated the Mediter- 
Tanean Sea, one of our old tars said he wanted to pay his tribute 
from the mouths of his cannon; and this ublic, which barely 
had come into existence on the Western cer pace aro was the first 
power which laid down the principle that tribute would not be 
paid to the pirates of the Mediterranean, and that where we had 
aright to go we would go by force. 

I recall a memorable instance in our history. I have often 

ken of it. It is one of the brightest and most illustrious pages 
t has ever been written in our history. During that same 
Hungarian insurrection of which I ke a poor fellow who had 
taken a part in that insurrection, and who had seen the fall and 
ruin of country, fled to the United States. He declared his 
intention to become a citizen of Government; he re- 


nounced allegiance to all foreign princes and potentates on the 
earth; he had sworn he would r true faith and allegiance to 
the Government of the United States, and defend it against all 
enemies and op rs. The contract was made that invested him 
with the robe of citizenship of the United States. He went back 
to Smyrna, a neutral pores belonging to Turkey, was seized by 
an Austrian officer, and taken on board of an Austrian man-of-war, 
His papers entitled him to the protection of that flag that we call 
“Ol Glory.” Commodore Ingraham happened to be there with 
one of our ships, the St. Louis. Around him were fiye armed war 
ships of Austria. Knowing that this man was a citizen entitled 
to our protection, though knowing that he was not authorized to 
make war, yet he battened down his hatches, sanded his decks, 
shotted his guns to the lips, laid his vessel broadside to the Aus- 
trian vessel in whose hold Martin Koszta lay bound, and said: “I 
will give you until 4 o'clock to-day to release him, and if you do 
not release him, I will force his release.” He was released. Com- 


modore in reporting to the Secretary of the Navy, who 
called on because AEEA had complained of his 9 


I know, sir, I have taken a fearful responsibili upon ts 
but after Mr. Brown had informed me Koszta had taken the oath of allegiance 
to the United States and forsworn all allegian ustria; that he was an 
American citizen £ had been under the protection of the legation at Con- 
stantinople, I could not hesitate to believe he was fally entitled to 8 


It was a case of life and death, for if Koszta had been taken to 


fate was sealed; and could I have looked the American 
again if I had allowed a citizen to be executed. and not us 
hands to protect him, for fear of doing too much? 


He was not authorized to levy war, but he knew what his shi 
was at Smyrna for, he knew what it was on the high seas for, an 
he knew what that symbolized when it floated at the mast- 
head of an armed vessel of the United States. He knew that ho 
must protect the citizens of the United States, and he did protect 
them, and reported his conduct to the Secretary of the Navy, who 
said, “ You did right, and I approve of everything you did.“ 

So it is, sir, about the rec: tion of a fo government with- 
out the intervention of Congress. So Mr. Jefferson thought when 
he purchased Louisiana e said he was not authorized to pur- 
chase any territory. Mr. Jefferson was a strict constructionist, 
and he did not believe that the Constitution of the United States 
authorized the acquisition of foreign territory. He believed that 
the power to t new States meant the power to admit them 
out of territory then belonging to the United States. But here 
was territory that was vital to the very existence of republican 
government about to pass out of the power of a weak, 8 
and dying monarchy into the hands of the most powerful mon- 
archyinthe world. Mr. Jefferson stepped in and said to Napoleon 
Bonaparte that he would fight him on all the waters of the earth 
before he would permit him to take possession of Louisiana and 
the mouth of the Mississippi River. Mr. Jefferson then offered 
$15,000,000 for Louisiana, which Napoleon took, and Mr. Jefferson 
then reported his action to Site hea 

No, Mr. President, if there is a question raised, if Congress 
assumes that it has a right to speak and claims it, the President 
con not act until Congress has passed upon the expediency of the 
action. 

Here I leave this question and take up the question that fol- 
lows. Congress having the power to recognize a foreign state 
should it now recognize the existence of the Republic of Cuba? 
Why not? Cuba has a government; she has a president; she has 
a legislative assembly; she has courts; she has officers collecting 
the revenue; and I see by a statement just made by a gentleman 
who is soon to be a member of this body, already elected, who 
has been to Cuba, that the Cuban Republic even compels Spain 
to pay taxes to that Government, and that even General Weyler 
has to pay his share of such taxation. Nothing purchased in the 
island outside of Habana enters that city which does not pay 
taxes to the Republic before it enters the Spanish lines. of 
the flour, beef, bananas, potatoes, every 8 Which appears 
on the table; every cigar that is smoked by General Weyler, if 
produced in Cuba, pays taxes to the Government of the Republic 
of Cuba, of which Mr. Cisneros is president. Here is a Govern- 
ment in full operation, levying taxes, administering the laws, 
raising and supporting armies, fighting battles, and still the 
President says it is not ready for recognition. He tells us that it 
occupies two-thirds of the territory of the island—if he had said 
nine-tenths he would have been more accurate—and the Secretary 
of State says it occupies two-thirds of the territory. The dis- 
tinguished gentleman soon to be here as a colleague of my friend 
from Mississippi [Mr. WALTHALL] says, I believe, that the armed 
power of S can not get 25 miles from Habana without goin 
out and ing a raid and running back aena for shelter; an 
yet the President thinks that because the Cubans do not come ou 
and give pitched battle to the Spaniards they are not 3 0 


myself by this ac 


ition! The Cubans fight in their own way. The 3 
do not fight without arms and without munitions of war to enable 
the to take them all and shoot them to death. 
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fight so as to break down the pover of Spain; they fight in the 
only way they can fight; and they fight to the death. The same 
criticism, however, might have been made by the President if he 
had lived two thousand years ago, He might have said that Rome 
had no government because Fabius would not fight Hannibal in 
open battle when Hannibal was encamped around the walls of 
Rome for seventeen years. The historian says Fabius baffled 
Hannibal by refusing to fight until Rome got ready to give battle 
in her own way; and when she did it was in Africa, where she 
overturned the government of Carthage and destroyed Hannibal 
and his army. 

Now, we are told that Cuba is not to be recognized because she 
does not go out without arms in her hands, when she has only ten 
or fifteen or twenty thousand to fight one hundred or two hun- 
dred thousand; and the President says—and I suppose he isa great 
military genius—if they will do that the whole thing can be set- 
tled right off, and we should have peace in our neighboring nation. 
Yes, they could; but how is Cuba to obtain arms? How is she to 
obtain munitions of war? She can not build a ship like the South 
American provinces. Their armies had a vast extent of territory 
to go over. They could drive Spain and her armies; they could 
beat them occasionally; they could obtain munitions of war, but 
Cuba is surrounded by a chain of fire, surrounded by Spanish gun- 
boats, which are constantly going in and out of all her ports. She 
can only obtain munitions of war by occasionally pours by the 
gunboats and running in and 1 the munitions, which are 
obtained by the friends of Cuba e United States; but while 
the armed forces of Spain are found around that island, Krepi g 
the Cubans from getting anything with which to defend their 
lives, the President of the United States has so administered the 
5 laws of this Government as to make his Administration 
a devoted friend of Spain. The Spaniards compliment and praise 
him. I do not envy the President while he enjoys their enco- 
miums. I do not envy him the tributes he receives from Castellar 
and Weyler, men who curse and denounce the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States and the people of the 
United States, while they laud the President with praises for his 
course, 

The neutrality laws of the United States only bind the Admin- 
istration to prevent the sailing of armed expeditions, and over 
and over and over yas has it been ruled that the sailing of a 
vessel with arms and munitions of war is no violation of the 
neutrality laws of the United States, nor is it a violation of the 
neutrality laws of other countries. We have the neutrality laws 

assed in the Administration of President Monroe; and not only 
it been held that arms and munitions could be shipped, but 
it has been held that an armed ship may be sent to insurgents law- 
fully by the laws of nations, only it has to run the peril of being 
captured by the enemy. Whenever the ins mts in Cuba come 
to the United States to buy arms and munitions with which to 
defend their liberties and to save themselves from destruction, 
they have to apply to the customs officer when their boat is loaded. 
The customs officer telegraphs to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the telegrams to the Secretary of the Treasury are 1 pu 
lic. He telegraphs orders from the Treasury to the customs 
officer, ‘‘ Let the ship go, on her stating that she is going froma 
certain port to a certain port.” That information is given to 
Spain by the public press, and Spain’s gunboats can go to that 
port or seize the vessel on the way. x 
Is that fair and just? Would it be fair and just with any 
le of the earth outside of this hemisphere? President Washing- 

n in his Farewell Address to the people of the United States 
cautioned them against favoritism to governments, cautioned 
them against partialities. Neutrality means impartiality; means 
that all shall be treated alike; and yet the whole course of the 

licy of the present Administration in this Cuban struggle has 
bean to strengthen the power of Spain and hasten the hour of the 
destruction of the insurrection in Cuba. The President says in 
his m that the question of granting them belligerent ngns 
is now no longer urged. Where did the distinguished Chief - 
istrate of the nation get that remarkable information? He did 
not get it from Congress. Congress paag a law or a concurrent 
resolution, which is the expression of its opinion, and it is upon 
the statute book yet. If it wereno longer urged, somebody would 
offer a resolution to repeal it on the ground that we had made a 
mistake; but instead of retracing our steps of last year, Gongress 
is proposing to advance. I do not know where the President got 
that remarkable information. He did not get it from the people 
of the United States. The people of the United States are repub- 
licans and democrats in the broadest sense of both those terms. 
They believe in a government of the people founded on the con- 
sent of the governed. They are opposed to monarchy; they have 
no sympathy with Spain. 2 Sec out of every hundred 
patriots inthe United States deeply and profoundly ee 
With the insurrection in Cuba. It may be possible that the boards 
of trade, the stock exchanges, and the commercial clubs of the 


great exporting cities on the Atlantic Seaboard and in the North 
and West have had access to his ears and given him that informa- 


tion. 
Mr. MORGAN. The Senator will allow me to say that the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, when ey first passed on this 


3 had before them resolutions adopted by, I think, not less 
than fifty boards of trade in the United States, urging the recog- 
nition of the belligerency of the Cuban insurgents. 

Mr. MILLS. They do not do it now; they have gone back 
because I have received communications from some of them, an 
some very interesting letters from some of the distinguished com- 
mercial gentlemen in the United States, criticising me for the part 
I have taken. They say: Business has just begun to revive, and 
now you are going on tearing it all to pieces again; you want to 
bring on war. hat have we got to do with Cuba? We are 
exporting and importing to Cuba; we are making money. Let us 
alone.” It is this mercantile spirit in this country that is fighting 
against its honor. The President says we ought to do the right 
thing; not to use might, but to use right; and he speaks in his 
m of what we owe to Spain. e owe to Spain a certain 
duty that we ought to observe. He says: 

Deferring the choice of ways and methods until the time for action 
we should make them depend upon the precise conditions then existing; an: 
they should not be determined upon without giving careful heed to every 


py Se involving our honor and interest or the international duty we 
owe 


Do we owe no duty to the poor, struggling people whom Spain is 
butchering every hour? We havesai Gor one hundred years, and 
we say it to-day, and the President repeats it in_this very mes- 
sage, that we will let no other power interfere in Cuba. e will 
not let them go and assume a protectorate over that island. We 
have so said; we have shut them out from all houses of refuge; 
we have condemned them to slavery and to the despotism of the 
assassin who occupies the throneof Spain. We have done it; and 
we repeat it day y day, and yet shall we sit still in the Senate 
and in the House of Representatives and in the Executive chair of 
this nation and talk about our duty to Spain? We owe no duties 
to a despot, except the duties that we have covenanted in treaties 
that we have made with her, and which she has persistently 
refused to execute. 

We owe a duty to the people of Cuba. We said in the very 
beginning of our history that Cuba should remain under the 
dominion of Spain, We said no other European Government 
should acquire it. We said France should not have Louisiana 
and we compelled her to sell it tous. We took the same ground 
with reference to Florida in 1811. We were then in a condition 
of quasi 9 NE = ann and France. 8 ee 
our people reat Britain was tryi get possession of Flor- 
ida, On the 3d of January, 1811, Mr. Madison sent a m e to 
Congress in which he said the country east of the Perdido River 
was so intimately connected with the security and tranquillity of 
the United States that he asked Congress to say by a declaration 
that the United States could not see, without serious inquietude, 
that country pass from the hands of Spain into that of any other 


It was apprehended by 


foreign power.” Congress passed the act, and authorized him to 


take forcible ion of the territory, which he did, and occu- 
pied it with the Army, notwithstanding Spain was the proprietor 
of the territory; and from that day on to the day when the gallant 
Colonel Monroe, as President of the United States, threw the 
gauntlet of the young Republic at the feet of the Holy Alliance 
and dared them to it have we said that this hemisphere was 
not to be dominated by European influence. 

President Washington said in his Farewell Address that Europe 
had a set of primary interests that did not concern us; that we 
should not entangle ourselves with them. When he sent his min- 
ister to 1 the treaty of 1795, France and Spain proposed 
to the United States to enter into a triple alliance or tripartite 
treaty to guarantee the possession of Spain to all those provinces 
Ye this hemisphere. The proposition was instantly spurned, and 

or a hun 
and England and Spain to the United States, and on every occa- 
sion it has been refused. We have refused to consider it or to 
talk about it. We have said: This hemisphere belongs to the 


people in this country. Vour interests are different from our inter- 


ests; you have a set of interests and we have a set of interests 
wholly different. You have monarchies; we have republics. 
You have a balance of power by which, with vast standing armies, 
pa maintain each other’s boundaries, and by which you ally 

ese great powers together to prevent a strong power from oblit- 
erating those boundaries and extending its dominion; we have 
nothing of the sort. You have colonization schemes; we know 
nothing about colonization. Under the Constitution of our coun- 
try all territory which is acquired is acquired for the purpose of 
forming an equal State in the Union, with its Senators and Rep- 
resentatives. Your system is not our system.“ 

That thing has been repeated by Jefferson and Madison and 


years that proposition has been made by France. 


Monroe and John Quincy Adams. Daniel Webster, sarin; 
Crittenden, Clay, all of our + statesmen have repeated it, 

we stand on it to-day, and it is by virtue of that declaration that 
we say to all foreign governments, ‘‘ You shall not take that island 
from Spain. Our safety demands it, not yours. These ‘people 
must be sacrificed, but our safety demands that the island shall 
not pass out of the dominion of Spain. It lies close to our shores. 
It commands the mouth of the Gulf of Mexico, which washes the 
shores of five of our States. Into that great body of water are 
poured the tributary streams that ramify thewholecountry. We 
can not permit it to go into the dominion of any other 


wer 
except the rand dying power that holds it merely as a ee 
at will. eare the residuary legatees of that estate. The time 


is coming when we will take it. We have a right to grow just 


as vou have a right to grow.“ 
e ought to read the ificent letter of Edward Everett, 
S222 ö 
to enter into a tri ite agreemen main’ e 
— of Spain to Cuba: How would you feel if there were 
an island at the mouth of the Thames or of the Seine that com- 
manded the entrance to your capital, and if we, in the United 
States, who have no interest in Europe, should come and propose 
that that island, by a tripartite agreement, supported by the 
armed powers of those three powerful States, should remain in 
the hands of some one you can not control?” 

Cuba is in chains! ba is under a sentence of life condemna- 
tion! We talk about slavery. We talk about what we have done. 
We have deluged our land to blot it from our own continent when 
our own souls defiled by the slavery that now exists in Cu 
and a just God will call us to account for it. Wecan not stan 
and see these people butchered—men, women, and children—their 
arms and legs torn from them; raids made into the cities, and 
unoffending citizens of every age and condition taken out and 
shot to death, and we still say we can not interfere. “We put 
you there. We willkeep you . You shall not goto England, 
who is ready to take you at any moment. You not go to 
Germany, who is ready to take you, and powerful enough to do 
so. You shall not go to France. You shall stayin your dungeon 
until Spain shoots you to death.” And then, in their death strug- 
gle, in a war in which the motto is Independence or extermina- 
ion,” we are throwing the whole power of this Administration in 
the interest of the monarchy of Spain. 

Mr. President, we owe something to our own pe, as my dis- 
tinguished friend the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Morcan] said 
awhile ago, in conjunction with the debt we owe to the poor, op- 
proves of Cuba. The President says that the people of the 

nited States look with wonder and admiration—wonder and ad- 
miration!—upon the monstrous armaments ocak e 
upon the monstrous resources which she is pouring into this ter- 
rible and unequal conflict; upon the gigantic number of soldiers 
which she is concentrating upon that island for its desolation and 
the extermination of e bey that we, a people whose liberty has 

ifice of our fathers and their blood; that 
we who have erected, as a gift from a free pores statue of Lib- 


which the President has, I would call upon the a pe 
Government to Habana, and I would there protect the people of 
the United States or I would reduce those fortresses to a mass of 
mortar and ruin. [Applause in the reese te 
Why are not our own peo T 
question about that point. 
press is running in every direction over the earth to get informa- 
tion to distribute to the brains of the American people, a n 
paper correspondent without a penknife, with a certificate in 
et showing that he is a newspaper correspondent, with a cer- 
_ tificate showing that he takes no part in the armed on 
on the island, is taken out, s up between two trees, and a 
be ee of cavalry rides by—ata a gallant dash—and h 
flesh from his bones with machetes? Then what do we do 
What does this great Republic do? She writes a note, and that 
note calls upon another officer to write another note, and, as poor 
Sanguilly said, it is words, words, words. Lying in prison a 
violation of the provisions of the treaty of 1877 fora wee an 
now condemned to perpetual imprisonment! Words! hy can 
not we demand of Spain that the trators of this vile deed 
same gin shall punished? hy call upon Spain for 
words’ 


By mili order when Sanguill 
demned, I believe, to be shot or to 


can not be any 


was captured, he was con- 


transported for life to the 


hee colony in Africa, The sentence was one or the other. 
ernment called attention of the h Ç to 
the fact that by treaty he must be tried civil courts e 
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y is it that in this age when the | in 


JANUARY 11, 


civil courts in Cuba! They haye had the laws of the machete 
since 1825. Cuba has no courts but the courts that are decreed 
from the mouth of the Captain-General. Well,“ 


that will relieve you, all right.” The ju ent of the court at 
Madrid is set aside, 9 e to trial in Cuba 
by the civil and a civil court is the creature of Weyler, and 
when the time comes for the trial, he takes out the only witness 
who can prove that the man was a noncombatant, the only wit- 
ness who can prove his innocence, and boldly shoots him to » Pri 
and imprisons the atttorney who defends him—and then brings 
the prisoner up for trial and, without nop Pancreatic repeats the 
samecondemnation. Then, what does our Government do? Some 
more words, words, words. They say, He has been tried accord- 
ing to treaty. He has been tried by the civil courts. There is 
nothing to do now except to stand by and see an American shot 
to death for 3 say, Oh to that we had one hour of 
in Pierce, William 

I rae it is the duty of the Government of the United States to see 
that her citizen has a fair trial upon the merits of the accusation 
made against him, and to take some in that controversy her- 
self to see whether or not he is ished justly; and I care noth- 
ing about the verdicts of the courts of Spain or the courts of any 
other country on earth. If the citizen of the United States, in the 
judgment of his own Government, has violated no law, if he does 
not merit the age wes e erg a foreign government, I 
would make the atmosphere around Madrid smell of sulphur for 
a month. [Applause in the galleries. } 

As I said about Govin a while ago, he was a newspaper corre- 
spondent for the Journal, I understand. He went there properly 
accredited, intendin 2 the lines and among the people to 
getinformation. He his papers showing that he was a news- 
paper man. He did not even have a penknife, and yet he was 

off and cut to pieces; and when on for an explanation 
Weyler said he was wounded in battle one day and died of his 
wounds the next day, while other American citizens saw him 
strung between two trees and a charging squadron of cavalry 
come up and cut him to pieces with machetes. Is that satisfac- 
tory? It was not satisfactory to General Lee. He called for moro 
information, and there were more words. He told the Captain- 
General that there must be some mistake; that he must have 
given him the case of some other person; that it was not the case 
of Govin. The Captain-General said no more except that his gen- 
eral said the man was taken in a battle that nobody ever h of, 
and le 855 he was severely wounded and died of his wounds the 
next day. 

Then we fold our arms, and our representative at Habana asks, 
“What else can we do? I have pursued the inquiry until the 
Captain-General says the man is dead, and that he died from his 
wounds,” when witnesses say he never was in battle and he never 
was wounded until he was wounded by the machete in the hands 
of the Spanish soldiers. 

If it were not for the boards of trade and the stock exchanges 
and the commercial gamblers in the t cities who are inter- 
ested in the and imports, it might be possible for the Goy- 
ernment of the United States to show some virility all over the 
earth when the lives of its citizens and their persons are in dan- 
ger, Now they are trying to scare the Congress of the United 

tates with the tremendous power of Italy. Signor Crispi has 
declared, for the delectation of the American people, that Italy 
would regard it as a very serious complication of foreign affairs 
if we should recognize the independence of the people of Cuba. 
Who is Signor i? There was a day when the Roman name 
was kn out the whole earth. There was a time when 


d by ba 
i 8 ering legions, from the Danube to th 
qu ns, ube to the 
kalen Gear 


and an organ grin 
offense at the action of 
tes, and in conjunction with Spain he is desirous 
tomakea holy iance toattack the peopleof the United States, let 
them come with their monkeys and their organ grinders; let them 
come with their hot tomales and chile con carnê. [Laughter]. 


s Let come 


„Ake sacrifices er peng a 
And to the ‘d id of smoky . 
All hot, and will we offer them. 


This Government is too powerful to deliberate under the threat 
of the armed powers of the earth. [Applause.] It has power 
enough to defend its citizens under and on all the waters 
of the globe, and in its past history it has done so. , 

ier Castellar also has complimented the dent. He 

about the crazy Senate and people of the United States, 
about the 8 and the glory of the President of 

U: tes. I e . i 

men hands are besm with the blood of fifty-seven 


1897. 
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innocent American citizens who were executed while he was chief 


executive of Spain, murdered without trial. God grant that the 
day may come sometime when this t nation with all its power 
may once more be relieved from the shackles of the mercantile 
spirit of this country, when it may stand out in the face of the 
earth and assert and maintain the rights of its people everywhere, 
granting the rights of all other people honestly and religiously, 
observing them everywhere, and compelling every Government 
on the earth to respect the rights of its citizens. 

The President pays a high tribute to the national honor of Spain. 
I do not know at what period in her history his admiration begins. 
I do not know whether it begins when Torquemada was illumi- 
nating all the skies of southern Europe with the fires that burned 
to death those who opposed his views in religion and yet were loyal 
to the King of Spain. I do not know whether he refers to that 

iod when the Duke of Alva was baptizing by immersion in 

ood the Netherlands and exterminating the whole population 

Pan to the King and loyal to his Government. 
do not know whether it was in that heroic age when 

first put her foot on Cuba’s soil; when she found 3,000, of 
her poor, simple-minded, kind, and inoffensive people, who re- 
ceived them with open arms, labored for them cheerfully, and 
with glad hearts ministered to all their wants. They erected th 
altars of Christianity and told them of the Nazarene who sai 
they must love one another, visit the sick, clothe the naked, feed 
the hungry, and aap the needy. They toldthem there was atime 
coming pal 58 the dead should rise again, and the good should 
ascend to heayen. The innocent and unsuspecting crowded 
around the altars of the Christians and 51 them in mass. Be- 
fore the Spaniard came they had an abiding faith that they would 
live in in another and a happier and fairer land than even beau- 
tiful Cuba. They rushed into the arms of the church and accepted 
that beautiful religion which the Spaniard preached. Soon the 
missionaries who had brought them the good tidings began to 
butcher them. They pemen them and h them up and built 
fires under them and laughed when they writhed in contortions. 
They threw them over Sipe: ices, n of feet high. They 
tore them limb from limb. ey took women with their babes on 
their breasts, and 7 ee erin ores hes Hae 8 vey 
struggling to save them, the Spaniar ioned eac ee 
with fo sates lance; and as the mothers died they cried with 
tears streaming down their cheeks, We do not want to go to the 
heaven where the Christian goes.“ Is this the period in her history 
that attracts the wonder and admiration of the President? 2 

Mr. President, I feel that the people of the United States are in 
honor bound to interfere for the deliverance of those people; that 
they are in honor bound to protect our own people on that island 
and to see that when they arein possession of their rights not a hair 
ontheirheadsshall falltotheground, WhethertheCongressof the 
United States or the President shall go forward to the discharge 
of their high duty, so long as I remain in this body as a representa- 
tive of the people of Texas I will speak their views in favor of the 
discharge of every obligation of this Government and in favor of 
rescuing those poor people from the dungeon into which we have 
committed them, 7 in the galleries. ] 


APPENDIX A. 
PRESIDENT JACKSON'S MESSAGE IN RELATION TO TEXAS. 
To the Senate of the United States: 


ven to Ogre the Execu- 
tive that measures had been taken to “the teat, altar and 


civil condition of Texas.“ I now submit for your considera’ extracts from 
the Fy tty oy — peot yio had been appointed to collect it, relative to the 
condition country. 

No steps haye been taken by the Executive toward the acknowledgment of 
the independence of Texas, aud the whole subject would have been left with- 
out further remark, on the information now given to were it not 
that the two Houses at their last n, acting separately, resolu- 
tions that the independence of Texas ought to be acknow: PE ea 
United States whenever satisfactory information should be ved ra 

‘orming the 


had in su ‘ul operation a civil 5 capable of 

duties and fulfilling the obligations of an independent power.“ This mark of 
interest in the question of the independence of Texas and indication of 
views of make it proper that I should, somewhat in detail, presen 
the considerations that have governed the Executive in contin to o 
the ground previously taken in the contest between Mexico and Texas. 

The er a aren paan of a nov state as independent and entitled toa place in 
the family of nations is at all times an act of great delicacy and 1 
but more especially so when such state has forcibly 5 tself from 
another of which it had formed an integral part, and which still claims 
d ion over it. A premature recognition under these circumstances, if 
not looked upon-as justifiable cause of war, is always liable to be ed 
asa proof of an unfriendly spirit to one of the contending parties. oem 
tions relative to the government of foreign nations, whether of the Old or Ne 
World, have been treated by the United States as questions of fact only, an: 
our predecessors have cautiously abstained from deciding upon them un 

clearest evidence was in their ion to enable them not only to 
decide correctly, but to shield their decisions from every unworthy imputa- 
tion. In all the contests that have arisen out of the revolutions of France, 
out of the disputes relating to the Crowns of Portugal and Spain, out of the 
ions of both from the 


ican possessi European Govern- 
and out of the numerous and „ 2 for 
on in Spanish America, so wisely consistent with our 


XXIX——42 


has been the action of our Government that we have, under the most 
ical tances, avoided all and encountered no other evil 
transient es tot in those 

we have been by force of evidence competes 2. 
It has thus made known to the wor — mace the uniform policy and practice 
of one United States is to neal interference in disputes which merely re- 


e ee eee to 

e a 0 revailing party meo our parti 

Perean 21 views — to the merits of the controversy. Pub 0 
inion here is so firmly established and well understood in favor of this pols 


rg that no serious disagreement has ever 


n among ourselves in relai 
to it, sihira brought under view in a 
ir 


of fi and at ods 
the minds of the people were tly excited by the agitation of kopies 8 
liberate inquiry ever — 


3 1 = on han a de aquirs 
u or in any of our legislative bodies as to whom 0 
power of o recognizing a new state—a De ee. 
8 under some to a ation of wer 
where expressly delegated and only granted in the Constitution, asitsem 

y involved in some of the great powers given to Congress; in that 
to the President and Senate to form treaties with foreign powers and to a 


3 ambassadors and other public ministers, and in that conferred upon the 


preamble to 
tinctly intimated that the lency of recognizing the ind d 
Texasanouid bo tett to the decision o In this view, on the grou 


uld be view, on the 
of expediency, I to concur, and do not, theref: k Si nest 
toexpressany op asto the mal tof the Execu- 

tive, either apart in ay with the te, over the sub; 
It be t on no future will mte arise, as 
has between the tive the in 
ex the power of recognition. It always be co consis' 
with the spirit of and most safe it should 
when probably leading to war, with a preyious un ding with that 

yw war and by whom all the provisions for 


can 
taining its perils must be . Its 5 ch re 
sents Ao its branches the States of this Union, and in the other the 
paani of the United States, where there may be ble N to 
en afford the fullest satisf: 


a 
toour own country and a perone r goarnty oA all other nations of the justice 


a toreliove myself from the 
course the interests of 


q of character could be pre- 
8 — poison to — —— ale er be got per er for the yarad sng +74 
avoid ex 0 on other powers, an tain t. 
established Tarasia for fair partial But on Ling on eve 
other trying occasion, safety is to be found ina d adherence to principl 
In the contest between 8 and her revolted colonies we stood aloof, and 
waited not only until the ity of the new states to protect themselves was 
fany established, but until the danger of their being again subjugated had 
entirely passed away. Then, and nob until then, were they recognized, 
Such was our course in regard to herself. The same policy was 
observed in all the disputes roming outor the separation into distinct gov- 
ernments of those § — tes who began or carried on the 
contest with the parent aruni united under one form of government. We 
acknowledged the separate independence of New G 
and of Ecuador only after their 


ect of dispute, or Was actuall 
n previously united. 
control.the newly 


of the bliċ himself Re „and all ne pomar 

or, eee 'exas annihilated wi its confines. But. on the 
er , there is, in appearance at least, an immense disparity of physical 
of Texas. The Mexican Repu 

is pews hay rd forces under a new leader and 

recover its lost dominion. 

Upon the issue of this threatened invasion the independence of Texas may 
be considered as 8 and were there n peculiar in the relative 
situation of the United States and Texas, our acknowledgment of its inde- 
pendence at such a crisis could scarcely be regarded as consistent with that 

rudent reserve with which we have heretofore held ourselves bound to 
t all similar questions, But there are circumstan 
hich uire us to act on this 


g afresh invasi 


civilized inhabitantsare 
the same Seay y political and religi an oe 8 
un man 
of our citizens by ties ol friendship and kindred blood; and more than all, 
is known that the people of that country have instituted the same form of gov- 


matter of peculiar delicacy, and forces upon us considerations of the gravest 
r. The title of Texas to the territory she claims is identified with 
her independence; she asks us to acknowl: that title tothe territory, with 
an avowed design to treat immediately of its transfer to the United States. 
It becomes us to beware of a too early movemont, as it might subject us, 
however unjustly, to the imputation of seeking to establish the claim of our 
neighbors to a territory. a view to its subsequent at resp iF our- 
selves. Prudence, therefore, seems to dictate that we should still stand aloof 
and an A see our 9 it not until Mexico itself, or one of the 
grea powers 8 
ment, at least until the la 
yond cavil or dispute 


recognize the independence of the new govern- 

of time or the course of events shall have proved 
e ability of the poopie of that country to maintai 

eir se te sovereignty and to uphold the government constituted by 

them. Neither of the contending ies can justly onpas of this course. 

pursuing it we are but carrying out tho long-established policy of our 

Government, a policy which has secured to us respect and influence abroad 


rudent, and wise deliberation; with the assurance that, dur- 
0 continue connected with the Government. I shall 


ANDREW JACKSON. 
DECEMBER 21, 1836, 
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APPENDIX B. 


Trnirty-eighth Congress, 1 session. House of Representatives. Execu 
ie tive Document No. .] 


MEXICO. 


Message from the President of the United States, in answer to a resolution 
of the House of 23d t, in relation to Mexico. 


May 25, 1864—Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 


JANUARY 11, 1897.—Ordered to be reprinted. 


To the House of Representatives; 


In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of yesterday 
on the subject of the joint resolution of t the 4th of last month Ripah 2A 
Mexico, I transmit a report from the Secretary of State, to whom the resolu- 
tion was 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
WASHINGTON, — 24, 1864. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, May 24, 188h. 
The Secretary of State, to whom pas. rega Babs beh of the resolution of the 


House of Representatives of dent to commu- 
nicate to that House, “if not n ng he public aay bes any expla- 
Se respec ag Government of the of the United Government of 
and bearing of Prot pete EH relative to 
8 W. einen wine Ne Eloni of pe ead aes E Se unanimously on the 4th 
of April. B 7 honor to — before the President a en d 2410 Feet pe 
mce on file or on reco this Department ec 0 
SOIE TASOS resolution referred to. 
Respectfully submi WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
To the PRESIDENT. 


the Secretary of State to the Presi- 


List of papers . — 
<p o May. 5 1864. 


a to Mr. ene as a 
Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton, Ya —Extract. 
Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton, 2ist May, 
Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton. 
[Extract.] 
No. 825. DEPARTMENT o Pinte 
Washington, April 7, 1881. 
Sin: 
a * + * * * + 
I send youa ofa ee which passed the House of Representatives 
on the dh instant, by ous vote, and which declares opposition 
of that body toa rocomnition of a mo; y in Mexico. M. Geofrey lost 
ho C or an e tion 55 
It is hardl r what I have oe ae with prea 
candor for the > informahion of France, to sa; 


ter- 
Aer the United States in ater 


rets the unanimous sentiment of the 
2 net question whether the United 


Mexico. It is, 8 another and 
States would think it necessary or p: r to ress themselves in the form 
adopted by the House of Represents ves at time. is a practical 
and purely executive question, and the decision of its constitutionality be- 
longs not to the Howe D of n Weil ct ene. even to Congress, but to the 
President of the United States. You take notice that the 
declaration made by the House of tatives is ' is in ze form 5 a joint 
resolution, wh: before it can acquire the character of a | 
must receive, first, the concurrence of the Senate, and 8 
of the President of the United States; or, in case of his cuman th wed 
assent of both Houses of Congress, to be expressed by by 8 maajors . 
While the ee Sar nd the declaration o 


communication of e department; and that the French 


it 5 any Sod son 
sir, your — — servant, 


WX. L. SOE Esq., etc., etc., eta. 


WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward. 
[Extract.] 
No. 454.] PARIS, April 22, 1864. 
Sin: I visited Mr. Drouyn de Hu esterday at the department of for- 
affairs. The first words he airea fo me an entering the e room were: 
or b baa meo I asked him to what he referred, 


aaa 8 said he y referred more 9 to those 9 recently 
by 0 


4— 5 I did aot think 7 a pue Sug — 
war against her on account of any contain 

lutions; that aber embodied not more than ning cont 

to the French Government from the beginning; 


onists 
ere build —.— upon these resolutions as a means of Puree g ill feelin; 
pore batt this Gown: and, is 


secretary have gone 


fn although he has lace, Mr. SHAN, ibig sala, ha 
ough he has not yet got off tls oni anor 


* * * 


WM. L. DAYTON. 


I am, sir, Sa obedient fk 


Hon. WX. H. SEW. 
Secretary of State. ete., etc., eto. 


Mr. Dayton fos Mr, Seward. 
No. 461.] ] 


SIR: Immediately upon the r Ae. 

Mr. fast, TA de l'Huys for 

day last. I then said that on a ints the Fren 
anxiety in respect to the resolution which acy 3 been 
House of 3 in reference to . and pfe 
receiv copy of macy resolution, together 
of the nitod ta 3 if agreeable 
* — 


ee eh | this he assen 
mode. zonon ons, I read to him that 3 
ich app to this subject, sta! at the same 
T thought it was a President, When the Te of the ess and 


President. @ reading was Roast, Mr. 
8 de 1 „ queens and after ped 
to the effect of la: a resolu’ Upon the table in the 
ate, the 8 ter mina 
The extreme sensitiveness which was manifested by this Government when 
the resolution of the House of Representatives was ne ught to its 
knowled ledge has, to a considerable extent at least, subsided z 


I am, sir, eae obedient 8 
WM. L. DAYTON. 


Hon. WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 
Secretary of State, eto., etc., eto. 


PARIS, May 2, 1865. 
3 No. 525, I applied to 
9 red hor for Satur- 
rnment had felt sone 


view, wh 


I 
pa the views of the President 
to read — 


Mr. Seward to. Mr. Dayton. 


(Extract.] 
No. 542. EN DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
oit Washi: ates May 9, 1864. 
SIR: Tour dispiitch of A 11.23 (No. 484) has beon roost 
Aier ou have said to de 


Huys on the 5 of the resolu- 
House of tatives con Mexico, as you have re- 
ported it it, is entirely approved. The resolution y. remains unacted upon in 


Mr. Dorin wasto leave 8 the 3d instant under the leave of 
C Department on the 8th of August last. 


1 am, sir, shies obedient — 5 
Wu. L. DAYTON, Esq., ete., etc., eto. 


* + 


WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton. 
No. 56L] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, May 21, 1886h. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of Ma: 
2 One E ma to approve of your p = therein mentioned. Wo 


our minister plenipoten Mexico, is at Habana, 
on his sot tres to the United States, eps 3 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Wm. L. DAYTON, Esq., etc., etc., etc. 


[Thirty-eighth Congress, first session, ga of Representatives. Report 
0. 129. 


JOINT RESOLUTION ON MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 
JUNE 27, 1364.—Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
JANUARY 11, 1897.—Ordered to be reprinted. 
Mr. Henry Winner Davis, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, made 


the follo 

The Com: . on Foreign Affairs have examined the co mdence sub- 
mitted by the President tive to the joint resolution on Mexican affairs 
with id rofound t to which it is entitled because of the gravity of 
its subject and th ho distinguished source from which it emanated. 

They regret that the ident should have kye o widely departed from the 
usage of constitutional governments as to make a 8 resolution of so 
grave and delicate a character the subject of diplomatic explanations. They 

till more that the reagent should have thought 5 per to inform a 
3 ofa U and serious conflict o on and jurisdic- 
States the depositories of the legislative and AROGA NYE power of the 


on of 5 make the denial of the right of gy ee 3 
çonstitution 8 to x what the House did with absolute unanimity 


9 surprise that, in the opinion of the President, the form 


‘The ng 
and fern of expressing the judgment of ia Vented States on recogniz ing a 
monarchical r imposed on a neig . is a purely ex- 
ecutive ques ona not to the 


on, and the decision of it 5 — — 
Congress. 


House of Representatives, nor even to but to the President of the 
United States.” 


This assumption is staal ually novel and inadmissible. No President has ever 
claimed such an bit ve Asai No Congress can ever permit its ex- 


It is cortal that hat py Gonstitution nowhere confers such authority on the 
The precedents of 


ition, e i numerous in this revolutiona: 
era, da: not countenance view; an ere be one not inconsistent wi 
it, the committee have not found it, 


All questions of recognition haye heretofore been debated and considered 
as grave questions of national lisy on which the will of the people = 
be expressed in Congress assem the President, as the proper 

If he has ever anticipated 


of foreign intercourse, has executed that will 
its expression, we have not found tho case. 
The declaration and establishment of the independence of the Spanish- 


American colonies first brought the quesiion of tion of new govern- 
ments or nations before the Government of the Uni States; and the preo- 


edents then set have been followed over since, even by the present A: 
tration. à 


1897. 
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e correspondence now before us is the first attempt to depart from that 
and deny the nation a controlling deliberative voice in regulating its 


fo: licy. 

The tdllowing are thechief precedents on recognition of new governments 
and the policy of the United States Government on that topic: 

On the 9th of February, 1821, Henry Clay moved in the House of Represent- 
atives to amend the appropriation by the following clause: 

For an outfit and one year's salary to such minister as the President, b; 
and with the consent of the Senate, may send to any government of Sou 
America which has established and is maintaining its independency on Spain 
a sum not exceeding 818, 000.“ It failed. 

On the 10th of February he moved that the House of Representatives 
ticipates with the people of the United States in the deep interest which they 
feel for the success of the S provinces of South America which are 


Th 


struggling for their liberty and independence, and that it will give its con- 
stitu su; to the ent of the United States whenever he may 
deem it e nt to the sovereignty and independence of any of 
the said vinces. 


A motion to amend 8 proviso that this resolution si l not be con- 
strued to interfere with the independent exercise of the eaty-making 
power.“ and another “that the House approves of the course neretofore pur- 
sued by She Erp dent of the United States with regard to the said provinces,” 
were negatived. 

The 5 was adopted, and a committee appointed to lay it before 


President Monroe. 
The committee, on the 17th February, reported ; 
“That the President assured the committee that, in common with the peo- 
le of the United States and the House of Representati he felt great 
Fiterest in the success of the provinces of America which are strug- 
to establish their freedom and in 


mdence, and that he would take 
on, with the most perfect respect 
for the ed body from which it emanated.” 

“Bo the House of Representatives took the initiative toward 


. of ee zeri Congress the House of Representatives, on 


motion of Mr. Nelson, of V resolved 

“That the President of the United N be requested to lay before this 
House such communications as . the possession of ths Executive 
from the ts of the United States with the governme tg south of the 
United States which have declared their inde: see ed e communica- 
tions from the agents of such governments in the United States with the Sec- 


ayo State as tend to show the political condition of those governments 
stateof the war between themand Spain, asitmay be consistent with 
to communicate.” 

President Monroe the application on the 8th of March in an elab- 
orate message, of which the following extracts sufficiently show that he did 
not think recognition a purely executive question,” and t the decision of 
it constitutionally belo: not to the House of Representatives, nor even 
to Congress: but to the President of the United States:“ 

“In transmitting to the House of Representatives the documents called for 
by the resolution of that House on the 30th of January, I consider it my duty 
to invite the attention of Congress to a very important subject, and to com- 
municate the sentiments of the Executive a it; that should Congress enter- 
tain similar sentiments, there may be such cooperation between the two 
ve rights and duties may 


decisive success on the part of the right to th that it merits the most pro- 


ht to the rank of independent natio: 
with all the advantage incident to it in their intercourse with the Uni 


ments have a 


“ When we regard, then, the great length of time w. 
rosecuted, the complete success which attended it in favor of the prov- 
ces, the present condition of the parties, and the utter of Spain to 
fied an any change in it, we are compelled to conclude that its fate is set- 


ich the war has been 


ed, and that the provinces which have their independence, and are 
the enjoyment of it, ought to be Š 
In pro; this measure, it isnot hap esp to change thereby in the 
endly relations with either of the 
The measure is proposed under a thorough conviction that it is in strict 
accord with the law of nations, and that the United States owe it to their 
position and character in the world, as well as to their essential interests, to 


adopt it. 

bond Congress concur in the view herein presented, they will doubtless 
eed as propriety of making the necessary appropriations for carrying it into 

ect.” 

It is quite a nt that President Monroe was far from countenancing the 
opinion ias e ele sme in 1 e aor . gon think a 
necessary to express mselves on the icy 0 on is a pure 
executive qanstion, and that he did not think the decision of it consti Ard 
ally belongs not to the House of Representatives, nor even to but 
to the President of the United States, to the exclusion of Congress. Had he 


so thought he would pare refused the production of the Pn as President 
Washington did the diplomatic instructions relative to the ben 
He would have announced his . the repu and leftit 
to Con — 2 e for Spona c 3 RASA ae à 
Far from o pro or their consideration the policy of recognition, 
and, if they concur 5 that, 3 asks them to make the necessary appropriations 


to carry it into effect. 

He consulted the will of the nation at the mouth of Congress, and proposed 

to oe in its So jo dh a i re 

mgress understood him, for the papers and message were referred 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. That committee considered, in an elab- 
orate report, the question of independence of the republics, the policy and 
principles involved in their recognition, and on the of March, 1822, they 
submitted it to the House. It concluded as follows: 

Four committee, having thus considered the subject referred to them in 
all its are unanimously of opinion that it is just and expedient to 
acknowledge the independence of the several nations of America 
without any reference to the diversity in the form of their governments; 
and eae with this opinion they respectfully submit the following 
resolutions: 

** Resolved, That the House of Representatives concur in the o 7 = 

e 


are in the enjoyment of i 
independent nations. 


paowa; mhar the S of W ena Keans 8 a report 
a appropria! g a sum not exceeding „ enable President to 
‘ect to such recognition.“ 8 


give due e 
It is, therefore, equally a t that the House of Representatives of the. 
Seventeenth Congress was clearly of opinion with President Monroe that the 
question of recognition was not purely executive, but that it constitutionally 
— to Co: as well as to the President: that the legislature declares 
the of the Enited States, which the Executive gives effect to, each con- 
gorrin g in the act of recognition according to their respective constitutional 
ons. 
In obedience to that resolution, the followi the new 
nation, was reported and passed, and approved: on the lee — 822: 
That for such missions to the independent nations on the American conti- 
nent as the President may deem proper, there be, and hereby is, appropri- 
ated a sum not exceeding $100,000, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise 1 
The approval of that law completed the recognition of the new nations. 
The sen ters to some or all of them was matter of executive discre- 
tion, not at all essential to or connected with the fact of re ition. 


ters were appointed to Mexico, Colombia, Buenos A: and Chile on the 27th 
of January, None was appointed to Pern till 3 yet it is certain 
e other governments 


Peru was as much Tocognisea y the United States as 


from the 4th of May, à 
verned all that follow it. 
dence of Texas stands next in our his- 
nt, strictly following the forms observed 
vernments of S. 


June, 1836, on the motion of Henry Clay, the Senate adopted 


“That the independence of Texas aes tobe gn fat by the United 

States whenever satisfactory informa; shall be received that it has in suc- 
tion a civil government capable of performing the duties and 
obligations of an independent power.” 


a second: 
House of resentatives perceive with satisfaction that the 
ent of the United States has adopted measures to ascertain the polit- 


Ae amy cang civil condition 28. e e Globe, flrst session 
enty - fo Congress, pages 
Those resolutions were not formal acknowledgments of a government of 
Texas; the report of the Senate committee showed the circumstances were 
not suffi y known; and both Senate and House awaited further informa- 
tion at the ds of the dent. 
On the 2d of December, while communicating the information, President 
ackson the occasion to express to his opinion on the sub- 


J: 
ject. The f. owing passages are very instructivo, touching the authority to 
new : 


tes 

ever been instituted in Congress, or in 
bodies, as to whom belonged veto sad of 
a new State; a power the exercise of which is equivalent, under some cir- 
cumstances, 


e 
ven to the President and Sen- 
ors and other public ministers, 
ae in that conferred on the President to receive from foreign 
. n 
In the preamble to the resolution of the House of Representatives, it is 
distinctly intimated that the expediency of 3 the independence 
of Texas should be left to the decision of Congress. this view, on the 
pona of 5 Tam dis: to concur; and do not, therefore, think 
t necessary to express sny opinion as to the strict constitutionalright of the 
Executive, either apart or in conjunction with the Senate, over the 
subject. It 18 to be presumed that on no future occasion will a dispute arise, 
as none has heretofore oc „between the Executive and 1 ture in 
e exercise of the power of recogniti It will always be considered con- 
mt with the t of the Constitution and most safe that it should be ex- 
ercised, when probably leading to war, with a previous understanding with 
that body by whom war can alone be N and by whom all the provi- 
sions for N must be furnished. Its submission to Co: 2 


other the le of the United States, where there may be reasonable ground 
to — — Fal 


sa 
5 4 ie of the justice and prudence of the measures which ought to be 
opted.’ 

After forcibly stating why he thought we should still stand aloof,” he 
555 ting with simplicity and 

g thus m uty, by presenting w icity an 
directness the views which, after much reflection, I have been Ted to taka of 
this important subject, I have oy to add the expression of my confidence 
that if should differ with me upon it, their judgment will be the 
result of d: onate, prudent, and deliberation; with the assurance 
that during the short e which I shall continue connected with the Gov- 
ernment I shall Say rd and co y unite with you in such measures as 
may be deemed tted to increase the prosperity and perpetuate the 
peace of our favored country.” 

The concurrent resolutions of the Senate and House of Representatives and 
that m. of President Jackson leave no doubt that the views which pre- 
sided over the 7 of the South American governments still pre- 
vailed, and that the ident was as far from gins as Congress from 
8 the recognition of new nations and the foreign policy of the 
United States is a pure capone question. 

The independence of Texas was finally recognized in pursuance of the fol- 
lowing enactment in the appropriation bill of the second session of the 
Twenty-fourth Con „Which 5 money 

For the outfit and salary of a oe agent to be sent to the e 
of Te: whenever the President of the United States may receive satisfac- 
tory evidence that Texas is an independent gad and shall deem it expedi- 
ent toa t such minister.“ (5 Statutes, 170.) 

That law was approved by President Jackson. 

Not only is this exclusive assumption without countenance in the early 
history of the pet Wh but it is irreconcilable with the most solemn acts of 
the present A: tration. The 5 of Haiti is nearly as old as 
that of the United States; it antedated that of the South American republics, 
and the Republic of Liberia has long been recognized European nations. 
Both were first 5 by act of Congress, approved by President Lin- 
coln on the 5th of July, 1862, which enacted— 

That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint diplomatic rep- 
resentatives of the United States to the Republics o ti and Libe 
respectively. Each of the representatives so appointed shall be accredi 
as commissioner and consul-general, and shall receive the compensation of 
dommissioners,“ etc, 
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JANUARY 11, 


That was formal recogni 


met naa of poe republics by law, whether the Presi- 
dent sent di —— —— not, 
Quite in the spirit of 5 well considered language of the 


Supreme Co 
Those 
of ap anal 


ch gdichinge du . rome 55 the 5 — which 
prescri 
refusal of . Rien 3 declare i 
n amonarchi on exico. 
hich can be authentically and authori- 


1 only by the b y . with the legislative power of the 
“Resolved by the Senate and House of ge Lagi gee the United States of 

America in ess assem That th of the United States are 

unwilling, by silence, to leave the 1 of the world under the im 

that they are indifferent tors of the deplorable events now t: — 

ing in the Republic of M ; and they therefore think fit to declare x 

it does not wi e policy of Uni States to 

monarchical government on the ruins of any ropan eee 


in America, under the auspices of at aay, 


the United States has never, 3 the co: question, 
dered a purely Executive 

The most remarkable declaration of this kind in our which events 
seem now likely to make of as ere practical interest as when it was uttered, 

President Monroe’s declaration in his m of December 2, 1823: 

With the governments which have mce and main- 
tained it,and whose independence we have, after t tion and 
just principles, acknowedged, we could not view any in for 

urpose of oppressing them or con’ any other manner their 
$y any Euro Bion to in any other t than manifestation of 
a oel ion toward the United States.“ 
But though always the accurate exp. of the feelings of the American 


lo, it wag not regarded as tho se ana 8 because not 
. declared of President John 


Quincy Adams, nuch 10 0 we . — 3 . as spe 2 anexecutive 
. od as merely anezocutive dente; 
in ke e ee eee e 

to commit the United States to that policy fa bohalt of 3 — resolation 
was 8 — into the House of ETET 


8 That the 
upon what authority fea Peary the a pas of mire and States ta TES M 
declared Tad 


Repu in his haracter, plenipoten ol Goy- 

ernment that the United States tes have es not to permit any 

other power than to — with bo Tthe uth American 
ics] inde ce, or 1 9 government.“ ional 
Nineteen’ ngress, 

3 ed to soy gd tter of the 6th of May, 1826, to 


enry Clay, then Secretary of B 
» can not rest satisfi Sen ‘stating 3 that, in the observa- 
tions I made during my airy Gao with the can plénipotentinries, I 
see only to the message of the President of the Dat States to Congress 


1823. 
That m declared 8 eee has been 
and declaration of the views and 
and I have always consid- 
ag sehr lage ah E AE far as tho of the 
tion, ef. 


tioned of the United States; and when I spoke of Uni 
States N 3 not to permit any other power Spain 


to bring o Mex- 

President of the United States to 
their £ asserting certain t prin- 
ci — 3 intercontinental law = of Europe ; and, 
after n and enlarging on them, Mr. Olay p. : Both principles 
were iaid down after mach and anxious deliberation on the of th Tate 
Administration. The Bt pio i who then formed a 
entirely to coincide — pan, and e 


urge upon the Government of Mex- 

ico the propriety, and expediency of asserting the same principles on 
proper 

ec in 


ons.“ 

to the resolution of in of the 27th of Meron ar 
his instructions with th 3 N of 
Mr. Pe Poinsett's letter that the United States have contrac 
ment nor made any pledge to the Governments of Mexico and 
ica, or either of them, that the United States would not permit the interfer- 
ence of any foreign power with the independence or form of government of 


t by force had been made by allied Europe to su N 470 


an attem 
t ern nations on — continent, and to or tunon she 
the nited 


the liberties of the soui 


Adams, whose Secretary of 8 Was » Henry y Ol „and whose minis 
Mexico was Mr, tape yr a 4 e Legislature in 


T possible ha 1 the plabo te 
Sos ense rate m 
th of March, dedicated 
the a a DiS od o porsuading Congress 


ng Congress 2 Adams 
the sae oh — 


ples 


2 the session in both Houses are unmeaning on the assum: 

ence with the French Govarsivent: and th the considera’ niona ot 
its recommendations elevate President Monroe’s declaration to 
Meath SSA ution authority of the policy of the nation solemnly and legally 


in reply toa gry peti the President to in- 
8 apn pare, — objects the nts of 
in the deliberations of t con- 
gress” —0 
Anag other subjects of deliberat: 
of President Monroe above 


to take consideration the means of 
„as well as the means of —.. eink the 
rin alluding to these manne If wonld otriously be premature at this 
N wo o rema at this timo 
to anticipate that which is offered merely as e for CORNENI consultation, or to 
pronounce pe nag those measures which have been or may be . The 
Government is to concur in none which woul hos- 


„or. dusty. excite resentment in any of her States. ould it 
visable to contract any conventional engagement on 

our views would exten: a no further than to a mutual pledge of the ies to 

pact to the principle in application to its own terri “ 

and to permit no lodgments or ts of E 

tion upon its own soil; and 


es to such a dec- 
— “Beech aly i ad 
history years to know, 

be considered at the Panama meeting de- 

Upon this message, after Dorato debates, Congross passed 
pap adap go “for carrying into effect the appointment of 3 ine 
con Panama; and the president, bra and with the advice and con- 
sen 8 appoin and furnished them 
wi ctions in conformity with 8 3 and in execution ot the 


* Congress. 

Accident 5 our mission bef: ee oer 

lution_ of the ; put President Adams thought the gravity of the 

to the ministers for our information; the precedent saber 
the aut of Congress to declare and present the 


Webster 8 authoritative on 

tional power; in that debate, when the enemies 

rt particular instructions to the diplo- 

matic agents sent to that e . he clearly defined the limits of Executive 
in declaring 


and Con onal authority policy and conducting the 
tiations 2 effectuate it. 
A © 4th of April, 1826, he is reported to have said in the House of Repre- 
sen es: 


vo in tho Br First, Does not the Constitution vest the 
Dower, 5 8 the President? Second, Is not the giving o of in- 
to ministers a exercise of executive power should 
we retake tk this: responsibili on . He donded that the President had 
9 or or goula Ger devolve, his own constitutional responsi! 
o President 
‘or 185 . b voting the 
House was not on to act. va 


“There was h ae indeed, in which this House ht express its op 
the penvieran that Af the 1 That is by resolution. He agreed entire wien 
the gentleman that if the House were wa opinion that a wrong course was 
fit to our d alfoct the relations it 3 to sa he ay woes b 
b shoul a part of 


42 — izol all missions and not ane onl 

mahere F 
ons 

ple, V 

expressive of the sense of the House 

tions to be given to them all. att Dongen 

of pr g A I read Selmer 


Government 
eclared to all the = 


some measure 
intercourse, 


nama should act under these 
y to other diplomatic agents—for exam- 
or Nigel new States. A resolution 


lead to instrue- 
was, therefore, 


ae dyed mode 
333 at — documents, that our 
tosome of of Europe, perhaps it 
rincipal powers That week we Conia not consent to the 


i mae It thes 
at Panama; but ieee eis t, never- 


Tn! ee raed any „ 
theless, be ré on, thet Gisser and every where else. eee 
from this op: dissent should be declared by resolution, and that 
t we 
measure 
hands of any 


y circumstances, 
repestion of to y govornmen effect. 11 it should p 83 it — effect 
declarations as ha 


on of such event tho 
er Son” 


7 tat st session, 8 been 
Sets ew is, in ons o on of the committee, at pimp the int view and the 
ə Government; the will of pct poopie 3 in 
legislative form by Ana legislativo power can declare au tatively the for- 
eign ures fore of tho „ to the President is committed the diplomatic meas- 
ecting i 
The constitutional authority of Congress over the foreign relations of the 
United States can hardly be considered an open question, after the concur- 
nt resolutions of Mr. į r Sumner, adopted in the last . it is 
ved. at the 5 with the approval, of the dent, and 
officially no’ — to foreign governments, as the most authentic 
8 expression of the national will re: intervention, 
7 — ae avers other form of foreign intrusion into the domestic struggle in 
e 


presente i are not inclined to discuss theoretical questions of relative é 


1 5 e eee nota theoretical instrument. Be ee 
and construed 3 of practical 5 
hands bo yole of the poop F 
C 


1 


1897. 


But this 
edents, it 
would think ves 


CCFFCC com that in view ot the — 
is not a p ctncutive question whethoy tho — 
e pay is in orm the 
Honzo oE ups tatives at time; it belong to 22 
and eeide on the foreign policy of the U States and t du the 
mili 2 ed he * i * 
Sag”, wer au . 

The resident is not Jess bound to execute the national will expressed by 
Jaw in its foreign than in its domestic concerns. 
The President in a all — of the United States, but 9 


‘ore occurred, between the Executive and 
power of ition.” 

Hitherto new nations, now powon have always been 8 upo: 
sultation and concurrence of the executive and legislative departm 
on important occasions by and in pursuance of law in the particu- 


lar cases. 
Chan OR the pera ot STIET at salar Of recogarteed powers. whieh 
created nonew power, . gyi eb . 


but usually the Ww pro for diplomatic intercourse wi 
er whose in jon ed on the statute 
k and conf ap on the President, under the sanc- 


tion of which he has ited to the new of power. It 
is not known that hitherto the President has ever deh soar, men to recognize a 
new nation or a new power not before known to the history of the world, 

ledged by the United States, without the previous 


and not before ow. 
authority of 

It is peculiarly ortunate that the new view of the Executive au 
should have been ann: toa freien s ernment, the tendency of w 
was to diminish the force and effect of e on of what is ad- 
mitted to be the unanimous sentiment of the United States, by 


e 9 people of 
eee Naw town hee o Ay oe a b. 
100 any ony or npg sams SOA isthe best and onl; 
under the forms of tution, and R 
it otherwise than in constitutional ression of his assent or 
his dissent when presented to for 
C . r of war 


with France. e Emperor of the French make war on the United States 
when it suits his convenience and it can be Gone without danger to his dy- 


nastic interests. Till then, in the a or t on our 
there will be no war. When that arrives we have war, no matter 
how meek, inoffensive, or p our conduct may be, for our sin is 
our om and our power, and the only safety of monarchical, imperial, 
or despotie rule ies in qur failure or our overthrow. 
It postpones the inevitable day to be ready an werful at home, and to 
express our resolution not to r acts of vi 


co to Sy tee neigh- 
bors on our perpetrat to our ury. That declaration 
po Fg a, a S to ee os endure and not to 
mit. It is not perceived how an attack on the United Statescan promote the 
estab ent of a monarch in Mexico. It might serious] 


injure 
would be an additional obstacle to the accomplishment of that enterprise. 
It is fortunate that events in Europe, in great measure, embarrass any fur- 
ther warlike enterprise on this con‘ and the ruler who has not thought 
fit to mingle in the strife of Poland or -Holstein will hardly venture 
to oke a war with the United prates 
he committee are content to bide confident in the fortuneand 
fortitude of the American people, but resolyed not to encourage by a weak 
‘ore: tness and 


silence complications with inimical to our 
safety, . bit Woreter, bster, “a and 
what we hold to be our own rights and our own 


ly assertion of 
tend to avert.” 


terests would 


recomme’ 
and prescribing the foreign po wang Se 


in the recognition ters; 

tional duty of the ent to Sey. ped that policy not less in diplomatic 
negotiations than in the use of thenational force when authorized by law; and 
ety of any declaration of foreign policy by Congress is sufficient! 


ri 
ved by the vote which pronounces it; and su roposition while = 
and undetermined is net a fit topic of diplomatio explanation any 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I do not ropare now to take up 
much of the time of the Senate in debating either the joint reso- 
lution or the subject-matter. It is simply to-day a moot court 
procedure. No vote can be taken upon the joint resolution, and 
under the rules it will go either to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations or to the Calendar for future action by the Senate, if it 
choose such action hereafter. The whole subject-matter is pre- 
sented in the resolutions submitted by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, which now rest on the Calendar of the Senate, and it is 
presumable that at some day near or distant the committee will 
seek to take them up, which will open the whole subject-matter. 
At that time this question will be debated in full. Every phase 
of this great, most important, critical question before the Ameri- 
can people will then be discussed. 

Eloquent as has been the Senator from Texas . MILLS], who 
is undoubtedly in favor of extremities to the point of war, I shall 
not seek to answer him now, but will leave that to the real debate 
when the real question is before the body. 

I will not, however, let the opportunity go without amplifying 
somewhat upon the citation that he has given of the action of this 
Government in the case of Texas, upon the technical point as to 


where lies the power of recognition. The Senator has cited the l 7, 
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as fi his contention. If there is any case in the history 
this Government which clearly and plainly and overwhelmingly 
maintains the other side, that the power rests with the Executive, 
it is the Texas incident. I donot think the subject is bounded by 
that ohra: I do not think that is the chief 8 of the subject 
which is before us. I can understand that if I agreed with the 
Senator from Texas as to the question where the power of recog- 
nition lies I might then, unlike him, believe that the time had not 
come for recognition; and when this question shall be launched 
upon general debate it will not be confined to the issue whether 
the Executive or Ser are a W in Li ve power of AR ay 
ing a government of a foreign ple, but the ter 

whether in the damain of wisdom and patrio and careful 
action the time has come for such recognition. All that will 
be full 3 when the real debate opens, but I shall not 
attempt it now. 

I have the authorities on the Texas case, however, and as the 
Senator from Texas has cited the instance of his own State with so 
much confidence, I will in a very few moments give them to the 
Senate. The Senator cited the Walker resolution. I have here 
the original record of the Senate. January 12, 1837, Mr. Walker, 
of Mississippi, submitted the following resolution: 

That the State of Texas having established and maintained an independent 
government— 

And so forth, as the Senator read it— 
that the ind t tical existence of said State be ackno' 
the ithe dependent potan States. a ic IE 

I call attention in passin, . which will be found true of 
every resolution, so as I have searched the records, submitted 
upon the question of 8 by either House of Congress, 
that, unlike the resolution of the Senator from Texas or the resolu- 
tions of the Committee on Foreign Relations, it does not of itself 
recognize, and none of them recognize, the Government, but 
declare, as in this case, ‘‘that the independent political existence of 
said State should be acknowledged by the Government of the 
United States.” This resolution on February 10, 1837, as appears 
on page 236 of the records of the Senate of t day—the ate 
Journal—was laid on the table. > 

On ee rai will bear in ag the hos session 
was waning, ə Congress was exp Mr. er again 
attempted to bring up the resolution before the Senate. By a vote 
of 32 to 12, found on page 244 of the Senate Journal, he was 
defea and the Senate refused to consider the resolution. 

On February 27, found on page 292, he again made the motion 
and was defeated, and the resolution was postponed, although at 
so late othe fa Feb: 27, five days before the death of the 
Congress been 8 

On March 1 it was passed by a vote of 23 to 19, as found on page 
810, and on March 2, the day after this vote, the final vote was 
taken on reconsideration, and the resolution barely escaped defeat 
by a vote of 24 to 24, page 318. I wish to call the attention of the 
Senate to some of the Senators who are found voting at that time. 

On the motion to reconsider the vote adopting the Senate reso- 
lution the vote was 24 to 24, and the motion failed. Among those 
who voted in the affirmative to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was adopted are found Mr. Buchanan, afterwards Presi- 
dent, who, two days before the expiration of Congress, was not 
willing to vote either that the time for recognition come or 
that any power rested in the Senate to so 3 Mr. Clayton, 
who rwards became Secretary of State; Mr. Ewing, of Ohio; 
Mr. King, of Alabama, afterwards Vice-President; Mr. Page, Mr. 
Prentiss, Mr. Southard, Mr. Swift, Mr. Tallmadge, Mr. Wall, Mr. 
iene to ee Wright. 


Mr. E. ill the Senator from Maine kindly give the 
volume and from which he is reading? 
Mr 


4 5 Ba road og ZEON PRAETOR Gi Hin BOLETA see 
ond sonon of the Twenty-fourth Congress, the vote being found 
on z 
. President, upon almost the expiring day of that Congress 
it was only upon a tie vote that a Senate resolution, not in itself 
claiming to recognize Texas as an independent government, but 
only advisory, was barely saved from defeat, and after that noth- 
ing further was done. If the Senator from Texas can gain any 
in this point of law from that record, he is certainly 
welcome to it. 

But itis greatly surpassed by the House record. I have here 
the Journal of the House of Representatives of the second session 
of the Twenty-fourth Congress, and I find that on page 492 Mr. 
Howard submitted not a joint resolution, only an expression from 
the House: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of the United States, That the inde- 
pendence of the government of Texas ought to be i 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be directed to provide, 
in the bill for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government, a 
and outfit for such public agent as the President may determine to send to 
exas. 
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Upon which Mr. Ingen moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. This was as late as February 21, twelve days before the 
closing of the Congress. On page 492, February 21, the vote is 
taken and recorded upon the resolution, and it was laid on the 
table by a vote of 98 to 86. 

Mr. BACON. Will the Senator from Maine permit me to ask 
whether he considers that vote as an expression upon the consti- 
tutional power of Congress or upon the policy of the action pro- 

jsed? 


Mr. HALB. Upon both. 

Mr. BACON. y? 

Mr. HALE. Upon both, as the Senator will see when I come 
to the final action. 

On February 28, then within four days of the close of the session, 
an amendment to the diplomatic appropriation bill was offered by 
Mr. Thompson providing for a diplomatic representative to the 
Republic of Texas. It is found on pages 546 and 547 of the House 
Journal, which I commend for perusal and study to the Senator 
from Texas, as well as the report on page 268 of the House pro- 
ceedings of March 2 or 3, 1837, to which I will immediately refer. 
The amendment of Mr. Thompson was amended by the addition 
of the following words: 

Whenever the President of the United States may receive satisfactory evl- 
dence that Texas is an independent power and shall deem it expedient to 
appoint such minister. 

I do not know how it will be possible for Congress in 
upon this subject-matter to more definitely reco; the power 
and admit it to be in the President than in the lan e of 
the final action of the House, the only way in which it could be 

As the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] suggests 
me, they did not prescribe facts or conditions, but declared in 
terms that it should only be when the President himself should 
have decided in his executive function that the time had come, 
That was why I asked the Senator from Texas when he was re- 
ferring to this matter what condition was finally added by the 
House; and no answer was given until I read it here. It is most 
distinct and clear, 

Mr. BACON. TheSenator will recognize that even though the 
mover of the resolution, and even though Con; ht main- 
tain the ultimate power of Congress, he and it might be will- 
ing to allow the executive department to determine when the 
particular state of facts would authorize the exercise of that 

wer, 

2 HALE. It is 1 President, when we take this 
Texas incident and see upon which side it is an authority, to look 
at the debate in the House, whichis found on paso 268 of the Con- 
gressional Globe, of the second session of the Twenty-fourth Con- 
gress, in 1887, where Mr. Thompson’s proposition for a diplomatic 
agent to Texas was so modified as to clearly recognize the whole 
ao as to when recognition should be granted as lying with the 
ent. 

I e the Sip nena Globe of the proceedings of March 

8, 1837, page 268, as follows: 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIO APPROPRIATIONS. 
Tho House then took u 


the bill makin; sporoprinions for the civiland 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year 1837, the amendment 
roviding outfits and salaries for ministers to and Austria being 
en yp ot ag tonne 
Mr. Mercer inquired of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
if the President recommended a mission to Austria, That to Prussia he 
(Mr. Mercer] had no objection to. 
Mr. Howard (chairman 


of the Committee on Foreign Affairs) said that he 
could answer the question probably better than the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and would doso. The proposition emanated from 
the Committee on hander Affairs, and was adopted by them to aid, as far as 

the select committee of the oa 


that the gentleman fro: 
cane, he must fee 


ordered, i 
Mr. Cushing said this question lay within the com of a nutshell asa 
diplomatic question. He admitted and asserted the right of recognition on 
our part in all cases, but he insisted that the time of recognition was a ques- 
on of discretion, to be exercised according to our own convictions of our own 
terest. In the present case, in Mr. C. s judgment, the time had not arrived, 


and therefore he should vote against the amendment. 
Mr. Adams objected to the proposition of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina for the er reason 


I call the attention of the Senator from Georgia to this— 
that the President had recommended the 
of Texas to Congress, —5 Mr. A. was — n 


on, Bac responsibility from the hands of the Executive, where it properly 


After some remarks by M Jenifer, Mercer, Pickens, Hamer, Chil 
Allan, and William B. Shepard * en 

The last gentleman suggested the following modification: 

„Whenever the ent of the United States may receive satisfactory 
evidence that Texas is an independent power, and shall deem it expedient to 
* such minister.“ 

Thompson accepted this as a modification. 


After some remarks 5 White of Kentucky, 
tyes Cambreleng remarked that the phraseol of the amendment involved 
an incongruity as it was now modified, inasmuch as the first branch set forth 
that Texas“ was an independent Republic,” and the second left the “evi- 
dence” of that fact to the “satisfaction” of the President, and limiting his 
Sent Me 8 8 1 kiying t th rds “the ind: dent bli 
. Mercer mo 8 e out the words “the ependen' ublic.“ 
e Chair ruled the motion to be out of order. a Rep 


Mr. Thompson would compromise the difference between 8 and 
nt. 


modify the amendment by striking out the word “independent.” 

After some conversation between m, and Cambre- 
long, oe 575 was taken on the amendment of Mr. Thompson as modi- 
fied, and decided in the affirmativye—yeas 121, nays 76. 

So tp ee to the amendment of the 88 of the Whole was 

© amendment of the Committee of the Whole as amended was concurred 
fas Karn the whois appropriation was increased to meet the change involved 
e amen 


ent. 

There would have been no action of the House of Representa- 
tives, there would have been no action in the direction of recog- 
nition, except that the mover of the amendment upon the diplo- 
matic appropriation bill ted the amendment which declared 
in terms the powers of the ident. The whole force of the 
Texas incident is in favor of the Executive prerogative. 
examines the record thoroughly will find this to be the history. 

Mr. President, Iam not going to amplify the point; but in no 
case can any precedent be found where Congress—as is attempted 
in this Congress at the present session—has undertaken to absorb 
and assume the power of recognition. There are cases where the 
President has conferred with Congress, has submitted questions 
to Congress for its advice; there are cases where Congress has 

what may be called ad resolutions; but there are no 
cases where page has sought to clutch or has clutched the 
power of recognition and taken it away from the Executive. 

Mr. AL . Ishould like to ask the Senator from Maine a 


question. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly, 

Mr. ALLEN. Does he contend that the power to recognize 
either belligerency or independence is a 3 which resides 
exclusively in the executive department, and with which the leg- 
. has nothing to do? 

Mr. E. I believe that it does, Mr. President. I believe 
that after trying in the Continental 50 86 the experiment of 
conducting diplomacy and negotiations by a body legislative in 
its nature, the fathers of the Constitution were so wearied with 
that experiment that they 1 the power with the Executive, 
and intended to maintain it there. e only question that was 
ever raised when the State Department was created by law was 
that it took too much from that power of the President which had 
been acces with him by the Constitution, 

lt 7 855 Then N ie the pannos a jena 
question. e power to reco, erency or independence 
is exclusive in the Executive, and the Executive is UAI inde- 
pendent of the legislative in that respect, the power to recognize 
carries with it then the implied power to terminate the recogni- 
tion at the discretion or caprice of the Executive. Is not that 
true? 

Mr. HALE. Oh, it does not follow. After a government has 
been recognized it has a status not only with the nations of the 
world, but with this country. Neither do I claim that in all the 
incidentals the Executive is independent of Congress. Most of 
this controversy has come up because the Executive is not inde- 
pendent of Congress in the incidentals. He can not carry.out 
e On he can pay no accredited agent, he can not put the 
machinery afloat, he can not move an inch, unless appro- 
priates money. The underlying reason that will be found in al- 
most all the cases which have been cited by the Senator from Texas 
or by others upon that side, where any action of Congress has 
been taken, is in the fact that in the incidentals the Executive is 
not independent, but goes to Congress for the money that is needed 
to carry out his policy. But that the initial act, the recognition 
of a state, was intended to be lodged with the Executive, I, from 
my examination and research, can have no doubt whatever. 

. ALLEN. I suppose the Senator from Maine does not doubt 
that the establishment of commercial relations by Congress with: 
the Republic of Cuba would be of itself a recognition of Cuban 
independence, or at least of Cubanautonomy. That is, the estab- 
lishment of commercial relations would be one of the means of 
recognizing independence. 

Mr. HALE. £ course the Senator’s contention is, as it is of 
those who reported the resolutions, that the action of Congress is 
final; that it is the lawmaking power that can do this. 

Mr. ALLEN, What I want to say to the Senator is this: I 
understand the Supreme Court to have held (possibly I may be 


Messrs. Hoar, Thom 


1897. 
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mistaken) that the establishment of commercial relations with a 
nation or ple is itself recognition of the political existence of 
those . Pi 

Mr. HALE. I do not think the report has gone so far, but I do 
not take direct issue on the point as to whether a statute of that 
kind might be a practical recognition. But that is only incidental. 
No one can claim that any act of Congress approved by a Presi- 
dent or passed over his veto regulating the commerce of a nation 
or touching the neutrality laws is of itself a primal act for the pur- 
pose of recognition. We do not deal with foreign nations in that 
Way. We deal directly with them by something that is clear and 

licit and either does or does not recognize. : 

r. ALLEN. Suppose Congress should pass a law declaring 
that commercial relations should be established with the Republic 
of Cuba; that the Executive in his wisdom would veto that act, 
but we would pass it by the constitutional majority essential to 

ass a measure over the President's veto, and t law were in 
orce now, would not that of itself be a complete recognition 
of the independence and the political autonomy of the Cuban 
Republic? 

Mr. HALE. Ido not answer that question, because I am by 
no means certain; but I repeat that we do not go here to the ques- 
tion of recognition in that indirect way. It is not sought so here. 
It is sought by direct and explicit resolution, ha o force of 
law, to declare that Congress is the Government and, as the Goy- 
ernment, re Caba, 

Mr. ALLEN, In that connection, if the Senator will permit 
me 

Mr. HALE. And, as the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr 
Hoar] suggests to me, without exercising any Congressional 
power that may be incident to the subject. 

Mr. ALLEN. I think the Senator will find that there is little 
doubt of the fact that that would be a recognition of the inde- 
pendence of Cuba. That being true, and Congress being invested 
with the power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, it car- 
ries with it the power to establish, for that is one of the means of 
regulating. Therefore, is not the power through that provision 
of the Constitution exclusive in Congress to reco; ə the inde- 
pendence of Cuba, or a people struggl ing for their liberty? 

Mr. HALE. I do not agree with the Senator, but I do not wish 
to go into that discussion now, asI told the Senator from South 
Dakota pmr; Perrignew] that I would not consume much time. 

Mr. TE. If the Senator from Maine will excuse me, I 
wish simply to make one remark. It was suggested by the ques- 
tion of the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. 1 regarding the 
power of the President to revoke recognition. It was settled, I 
think, by almost all the writers on international law, at all events, 
howsoever it may be regarding our municipal laws, that a recog- 
nition once given can not be revoked. 

Mr. HALE. This whole subject-matter at my request has 
been gone over very carefully in an elaborate discussion of the 
subject, which I intend at some future time to use and quote 
from. It was 1 for me, and rather than quote from it now 
and read from it I ask that it may be printed in the RECORD as 
part of my remarks, 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator from Maine one 

uestion. 
N Mr. WHITE. Will the Senator from Maine allow the paper 
presented ae to be printed as a document also? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, 

Mr. HOAR. I will wait until the Senator’s request for print- 
ing be acted on. 

e VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the prin in 
the RECORD of the paper referred to by the Senator from o? 
The Chair hears none. 
Mr. HALE. Let it be printed as a document also. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. ` 


MEMORANDUM UPON POWER TO RECOGNIZE INDEPENDENCE OF A NEW 
FOREIGN STATE. 


STATEMENT OF QUESTION. 


The present question arises mainly upon the two following pro- 

joint resolutions: 

1. That the i of the Republic of Cuba be, and the 
same is hereby,.acknowledged by the United States of America. 

2. That the United States will use its friendly offices with the 
Government of Spain to bring to a close the war between Spain 
and the Republic of Cuba. 

First resolution: It will be noticed that this resolution is nel 
an act of legislation. It does not purport to direct any course o 
action for the future. It is simply a finding of fact. 

Regarded as the finding of a present fact, this obviously sug- 
gests two comments: 

First, that the word ‘‘ Cuba” is used in a novel and restrictive 
sense. The Republic of Cuba” is not coextensive with the 
Island of Cuba. uming the Republic to be a settled and inde- 
pendent Government, republican in form, its territory is less than 


that of the Island of Cuba, and the 


of that island which it 
does not is the most valuable and 22 part of the 
island. is raises some doubt as to whether the intent of the 
resolution really is to acknowledge a present state of independence 
as distinguished from a hope of early future independence; for if 
the former be the true construction of the first resolution, the 
second resolution would imply a desire for an immediate settle- 
ment of the present conflict between pyan and the “ Republic of 
Cuba” as now independent—or, in other words, a peace which 
would leave Habana, Matanzas, Cienfuegos, and the other most 
valuable portions of the island in the hands of Spain. If the reso- 
lution be intended to declare, not the existence of a present fact, 
but a hope for the immediate accomplishment of a desired result. 
then there can be no question of power between the legislative and 
the executive branches of the Government. The expression of a 


hope is neither a legislative nor an executive act. It is a privilege 
which the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of the 
Government all equally enjoy and 8 make use of. 


Second, that the adoption of such a resolution, whichever con- 
struction is put upon it, will be of no direct advantage to the 
insurgents in Cuba. It will cause no abatement in the enforce- 
ment of the neutrality laws. These laws were, indeed, originally 
drawn for application to wars between two powers whose inde- 

endence ha n recognized. Their application to insurrections 

ke the * was the result of amendments made at the in- 
stance of President Monroe in 1818. Nor would the obligations 
of this Government to the Kingdom of Spain be any less urgent 
if the independence of the Cuban insurgents were recognized. 

It will be shown, both by the terms of the Constitution itself 
and by the uniform practice thereunder, that the recognition of 
independence of a new foreign power is an act of the executive 
(President alone, or President and Senate) and not of the legisla- 
tive branch of the Government, although the executive branch 
may properly first consult the legislative. 

ile the legislative branch of the Government can not directly 
exercise the power of recognizing a foreign government, because 
that is a power executive or judicial in nature (and one which the 
judiciary, by refusing independently to examine the question, cast 
entirely upon the executive), nevertheless, if a recognition of such 
independence is liable to become a casus belli with some other for- 
eign power, it will be shown that it is most advisable, as well as 
pre r, for the executive first to consult the legislative branch as 
its wishes, and postpone its own action if not assured of legis- 
lative approval. on the other hand, the Executive did not con- 
sider that the time had arrived to act, expressions of opinion by 
the Legislature should be made with some caution, as an expres- 
sion of its opinion in too positive a form might create such inter- 
national complications as to make effective action on behalf of the 
nation seeking recognition more difficult. 

It is also to be noticed that while the legislative branch of the 
Government is not charged with the duty of ascertaining whether 
or not an insurrection in a foreign country has reached the stage 
of independence in fact, nevertheless it has the power and may 
recognize a duty to assist the insurrectionists. In other words, 
the power of Congress, either with the President’s approval or - 
with the concurrence of two-thirds of both Houses in case of the 
President’s veto, to help the present Cuban insurgents hy legisla- 
tive action is not disputed, It may be exercised by declarin 
war nganak pper; by issuing letters of marque and smd, 
against Spanish commerce; by suspending the operation of the 
neutrality laws; by enacting that the neutrality laws shall not 
apply to expeditions in aid of the insurgents, or by making an 
desired changes in our poros legislation which may be desi 
by the Republic of Cuba” or its supporters. These actions will 

violations of international law, but no more so than a recogni- 

of independence of the Republic of Cuba” at the present 

uncture. y one of them would be a casus belli, but none ex- 

cept the first two would necessarily result in a declaration of war 
y Spain. 

Second resolution. The extensionof “ friendly offices” is a purely 
diplomatic act, and, as will be shown, one not only confided to the 
Executive, but almost impossible of practical effect if attempted 
by the 0 ere branch of the Government. 

The following propositions can be clearly established: 


I. 


NEITHER THE LEGISLATIVE NOR THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT IS SUBORDINATE TO THE OTHER. THEY WERE INTENDED TO BE 
AND ARE COORDINATE 
This has been from the beginning so familiar and elementary a 

doctrine of our constitutional law that it would not have been men- 

tioned here if it had not been recently by some disputed. 

The distinction between the legislative, executive, and judicial 
departments of the Government is as old as Aristotle ea 
in 1 Foster on the Constitution, page 25), and he places them in 

he same order as that observed in the Constitution of the United 
tates. . Bancroft, quoted in Foster’s work, supra, points ont 


the first, the prin the Ia’ and chan; 
PT weeks Ghee whieh hie m made. By the second, ho makes peace 
recei nga 


is called the 1 ot judging the pre one simply the execu- 


te, etc. 

uieu proceeds to say that when in the same person or 
the same y of istrates the legislative power is joined with 
the executive power there is no li No law book was more 
familiar in 1787 than Mr. Justice Blackstone’s Commentaries, 


then ö His adoption of 3 reasoning is 
pointed out in 1 Story on the Constitution, section 522. 


The Constitution assumes, without expressly saying. that the 
three powers shall be independent and coordinate. cle Icom- 
mences with the words All legislative yros herein granted 
shall be vested in a Congress.” Article II commences with the 
words The executive power shall be vested in a President.” 
Article III be with the words “The judicial power of the 
United States shall be vested in one Supreme Court and in such 
inferior courts,” etc. The same fundamental division of powers 
is even more clearly ized in many of the State constitu- 
tions of that time and since. Thus, in the constifution of Massa- 
chusetts it is declared that in the government of this Com- 
monwealth the legislative department shall never exercise the 
executive and judicial powers, or either of them; the executive 
shall never exercise the legislative and judicial powers, or either 
- of them; the judicial shall never exercise the legislative andexecu- 
tive powers, or either of them, to the end that there may be amr 
ernment of laws, and not of men.“ (Constitution of 1780, Bill of 
Rights, Article XXX, quoted in 1 1 on the Constitution, sec- 
tion 520.) Mr. Justice Story says (1 Story on the Constitution, 
section 524): 
ane itis nonpas 8 of ebay! esis the 8 
instea: n eory, laced practical as 
Š iter strom da od tied the legislative, executive, and judi- 


Mr. Justice Story then proceeds to point out the care with which 
the framers of the Constitution had provided for the exceptions to 
this general subdivision of powers in order the better to peeve 
the balance of the whole. He points out the natural tendency of 
the legislative power, through its control of the appropriations 
and otherwise, to become supreme, but treats this, not as a tend- 
ency which should result in absorbing the others, but as one 
which was to be checked as far as possible. ; 

The first commentator on the Constitution was Mr. Justice 
Wilson, of the Supreme Court, who had in the constitutional con- 
vention of 1787, according to Curtis, ranked only next to Madison 
sot amon in influence. He says (1 Wilson’s Works, pages 

, 409, 410): 


Though the foregoing t 3 8 aa Judicial 
rs tance that 
kd 


and 
motives, views, and principles w. 
be free from the N influen 


ernment there ocht toboa mutual dependency as well as a mutual independ. 


ency. We have ndependency; let us now d 
dency. It consists in this, that the 3 of each, 

come furth into action and are ready to affect the whole, are liable to be 

examined and controlled by one or of the others. 


The most familiar recent statement of this principle is by Mr. 
Justice Miller in Kilbourn vs. Thompson (103 U. S., 168, 190-191), 
noted in 1 Foster on the Constitution, page 297. Mr. Foster 
quotes the following words of Chief Justice Waite in the 
Sinking Fund Cases (99 U. S., 700, 718), repeated by Mr. Justice 
Harlan in Clough vs. Curtis (184 U. S., 861, 871): 


One branch of the Government can not encroach on the domain of another 
without danger. 


We are now led to discover that between these three great powers of gov- 
nd- 


when they 


In re Tyler (149 U. S., 164), Chief Justice Fuller said: 


Tho maintenance of the system of checks and balances, characteristic of a 
republican constitution, Lap tari the coordinate 

ment, whether Federal or State, 

independence of each other. 
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An examination either of Congressional debates or of executive 
ocuments from the 8 of the Government will show the 
groat care with which pach ae hese pacer tne has endeayored, 
rare exceptions, n infringe upon the province of the 
6 is this more eek howi than in the 
upon power to recognize a new government— 
mgress on the one eek yo one House in 1869) confining its 
action to proffers of advice or assistance, while the President, on 
the other d, when any international complication from such 
ition seemed probable, so that tion would involve 
cies requiring legislation, would ascertain the wishes of 
tive branch of Government. 


II. 


IP ANY GIVEN POWER BELONGS TO THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE GOV» 
rei PRESUMPTIVELY If DOES NOT BELONG TO THE LEGISLATIVE 
It is clear all through the Constitution, and has never been dis- 

puted, that the intention was to distribute the powers of the Gov- 
ernment between its three branches, subject to such checks as the 
veto of the President or advice and consent of the Senate, and not 
to place any given power in two or all three branches of the Gov- 
ernment concurrently. 

The existence of the same power for the same purposes in both 
the legislative and executive branches of the Government might 
lead to most unfortunate results. For instance, if the legislative 
and executive branches both possessed the power of recognizing 
the independence of a foreign nation, and one branch should de- 
clare it independent, while the other denied its independence, 
then, since they are coordinate, how could the problem be solved 
by the Janos branch? 

The distinction must be borne in mind between the existence of 
a constitutional power and the existence of an ability to effect 
certain results 


For instance, alone has the power to declare war. The ' 
Executive, however, can do many acts which would constitute a 
casus belli, and thus indirectly result in war; but this does not 
imply in the Executive a concurrent power to declare war, and 
the war which would result would be one declared by a foreign 
power. Itis possible, even, that the ju inary, by declaring some 
act of Congress atan 3 moment to be unconstitutional, 
or otherwise incapable of execution according to its intent, or by 
some decision in a prize cause or otherwise, could give rise toa 
war with a foreign power; yet no one would claim that the judi- 
ciary had the power to declare war. 

elec? hig further, even, a State of the Union, although having 
admittedly no power whatever in foreign relations, may take 
action, uncontrollable by the Federal Government, and which, if 
not properly a casus , might nevertheless as a practical mat- 
ter afford to some foreign country the excuse for a declaration of 
war. We may instance the action which might have been taken 
by the State of Wyoming in relation to the ese massacres, or 
the State of Louisiana in relation to the Italian lynchings; or by 
the State of New York in its recent controversy with German 
insurance companies with relation to the treatment of its own 

ce companies by Germany. 
III. 

WHEREVER AFFIRMATIVE ACTION OF EITHER THE EXECUTIVE OR THE 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH OF THE GOVERNMENT MAY INVOLVE A CALL UPON 
THE ASSISTANCE OF THE OTHER, THE BRANCH ABOUT TO TAKE ACTION 
SHOULD, IF POSSIBLE, FIRST OBTAIN INDICATIONS OF THE OTHER'S DESIRES, 
It is of the highest importance that these two independent and 

coordinate branches of the Government should be always in 

accord, and that neither should endeavor to force action of the 
other by indirect means. For this reason Monroe consulted Con- 
ess before recognizing the independence of the South American 

Re ublics in 1822, and Jackson similarly consulted Congress 

before recognizing the independence of Texas in 1837; while, on 

the other hand, when recognition of the independence of a new 
country is nota probable casus belli, the President always acts 
without a consultation even when Congress is in session, as has 
recently been done in the case of the great Republic of Central 
America. S 


EITHER BRANCH MAY PROPERLY EXPRESS ITS OPINION OR WISHES TO THE 
OTHER, 


This was at first to some degree questioned, but has been along- 
settled 8 

The Executive, indeed, is expressly directed by the Constitution 
to recommend legislation to Congress: 


He shall from time to time give to tho Co 
of the Union, and recommend to their co: 


cont 
the le 


ress information of the state 
eration such measures as he 


shall judge necessary and expedient. (Constitution, Article II, section 3.) 
a has AIRIS pon 5 1 me pradan to indicate to 
gress his views of the constitutionality of proposed measures; 
8 should not 


and with eminent propriety, since the time of 


1897. 


JJC q ũ aa eee ee ge Baraat 
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be taken up with the consideration of measures which the - 
dent is secretly intending to veto. The relations between 
should be full and frank. 8 

On the other hand, either House of Congress may, and sometimes 
does, by resolution express its wishes for certain sutive action 
or its willin to effectuate such action by legislation; and 
occasionally both Houses have joined in such an expression by a 
concurrent resolution. Such resolutions are to be adopted with 
some caution when they affect the foreign relations of the Goy- 
ernment, because they may unwittingly be passed at inopportune 


momens, and thus j otiations of which 88 18 
necessari y ignoranih and tend to defer rather than to the 
accomplishment of objects which both branches of the Govern- 


ment equally desire. Thus President Monroe and his Cabinet, 
who were anxious both for the independence of the South Ameri- 
can republics and the dizement of our own territory by the 
acquisition of Florida and confirmation of title to Oregon, believed 


that the accomplishment of their wishes was ham by the 
declaration of a certain in the legislative br of the Gov- 
ernment who desired to hasten the former end. 


It is to be remembered that effective intervention in fore 
affairs sometimes requires the cooperation of other nations, while, 
on the other hand, the expectancy of future intervention some- 
times stirs up foreign governments to take preventive measures. 
Intervention, like other matters of diplomacy, sometimes calls for 
secret preparation, careful choice of the opportune moment, and 
swift action. It was because of these facts that the superintend- 
ence of foreign affairs was in to the Executive and not to 
the legislative branch of the Government. 

For these reasons care should be taken not to embarrass the 
President, who is intrusted with the initiative in all matters of 
diplomacy; while, on the other hand, the conditions will rarely 
be such as to require action by the President in matters affecting 


the peace and men of the United States without opportunity to 
satisfy himself that he has Congressional support. - 


V. 


ACTS CONCERNING FOREIGN RELATIONS—EXECUTIVE IN THEIR NATURE AS 
SHOWN BY HISTORY. 
{English practice.] 

That in Great Britain, the principal constitutional Government 
of Europe when our Constitution was adopted, the making of 
treaties and all matters affecting her relations with foreign coun- 
tries were prerogative—that is, executive—appears from Todd 
(Parl. Goy., volume 1, page 369). Until of late years treaties were 
not laid before Parliament until after ratification (page 367), and 
the initiation of a foreign policy, not taking the form of a treaty, 
belongs to the executive exclusively (page 369). 

It is in the light of this con on of the executive character 
of foreign negotiations and acts concerning foreign relations that 
our Constitution gave the President power to send and receive 
ministers and agents to or from any country he sees fit and when 
he sees fit, and not to send or receive any, as he may think best; 
also, the power to make treaties—that is, to negotiate with or 
without agents, as he may prefer, when he may prefer, or not at 
all, if he prefer; to draw up such articles as may suit him, and to 
ratify the acts of his plenipotentiaries, instructed by him, the only 

ualification of his power being the advice and consent of the 
tates in the Senate to the treaty he makes. 

These grants confirm the executive character of the proceedings 
and indicate an intent to give all the power to the President 
which the Federal Government itself was to possess—the general 
control of foreign relations. 

In Great Britain Parliament can refuse to pass laws to carry 
out treaties when ratified and binding between the nations; what 
Parliament can and habitually does do passes into a constitutional 
precedent. But powers wrested by Parliament from the Crown 
stand upon a different footing from powers granted in our written 
Constitution. They partake more of the character of mere might 
than of functions created to be exercised to given ends. Parlia- 
ment can do what it has the ability to compel the Crown to sub- 
mit to; but Congress and the President are not the result of strug- 
gles between hostile forces, While, therefore, Congress can re- 

to appropriate to a treaty into effect, since no one can 
compel it to do so, and the President can refuse to carry on a war 
authorized by Congress, or to execute any law by Con- 
gress, yet such proceedings are not constitutional and could 
never become constitutional by habit, fpr our Constitution 7i 
written, and each part of the Government represents the will o: 
the whole nation in exercising the functions assigned to it, and 
rebels against the will of the nation in preventing another part 
from exercising its functions to the fullest extent. 

The President, in making a treaty, is the United States, and 
speaks the whole mind of the United States. For this very reason 
it was deemed advisable to safeguard what he does by the advice 
and consent of the special representatives of the sovereign States 
in the Senate, since treaties are the most important and binding 


acts 


Federal relations, except 
solemn power of authorizing war is for the same reason made an 
exception. But not even the Senate is concerned with the matter 


making war. The 


of negotiating or 2 treaties, and all that great body of 
international business which may lead up to treaties or even to a 
war, which the refusal to receive a minister might occasion, is 
given to the Executive by the express grants concerning treaties 
and ministers. 

That this is a great power is true; but it is a power which all 
great governments should have; and being executive in the con- 
ception of the founders, and even from its very nature incapable 
of practical exercise by deliberative assemblies, was given to the 
President. 

The judicial branch of the Government has set a proper exam 
of respect for the other branches in declining to inquire into for- 
eign affairs even for the pore of deciding cases. Con 
should follow this example, which is but a recognition of the 
principle that each branch in its proper functions is the ultimate 
Soy. ty of the United States, the sole and final spokesman of 
the of the nation. 

Otherwise, the principle of mere right will be introduced, and 
each branch proceed to do or omit whatever the other branches 
have not means to effectually prevent, which will be the end of 
government of and by the people and the beginning of an us 
government over the people. Written constitutions, being, li 
all human contrivances, imperfect, will then have been proven 


impracticable. 
VIEWS OF EARLY STATESMEN. 

During the first session of the Senate we find that the question 
of directing the Presidentin regard to fo: affairs was a matter 
of consideration. In Maclay’s Sketches of Debate in the First 
Senate, page 104, the bill under discussion being one to organize 
a department of foreign affairs, Senator Maclay says: 

The first clause was: There shall be an executive department,” etc. There 


ber of such bills, and may be more, tending to direct the 


man 
most 5 men particle of the President's pions me A If he is to be directed w 


It thus appears that even the establishment of an executive 
department of foreign affairs was regarded as trenching upon the 
free action of the Executive in its proper sphere. 

Prior to the adoption of the Constitution, when all powers were 
in Congress, a resolution was adopted (1 Stat., 28) which shows 
the general conception of the os ee of foreign affairs. It was 
resolved that an officer have control of the department of foreign 
affairs, to reside where Congress or a committee of the States 
shall sit; that all books and papers relating to the department 
should be in his custody, no copy of any paper of a secret nature 
to be made without special leave of Congress; that the corre- 

dence and communications with the ministers, consuls, and 
agents of the United States in foreign countries, and with the 
ministers and other officers of foreign powers with Con; „be 
carried on through the office of foreign affairs by the said secre- 
tary, who is also empowered to correspond with all other persons 
from whom he may expect to receive useful information relative 
to his d ent: Provided always, That letters to the ministers 
of the United States, or ministers of foreign powers, which have a 
direct reference to treaties or conventions proposed to be entered 
into, or instructions relative thereto, or other great national sub- 
jects, shall be submitted to the i tion and receive the appro- 
tion of Congress before they be transmitted; that he may 
concert measures with the ministers or officers of foreign powers 
amicably to procure the redress of private injuries which any citi- 
zen of the United States may have received from a foreign power 
or the subjects thereof, making minutes of all his transactions 
relative thereto, and entering the letters at large which have 
passed on such occasions; that he shall use means to obtain from 
the ministers and agents of the said United States in foreign coun- 
tries an abstract of their present state, their commerce, finances, 
nayal and military strength, and the characters of sovereigns and 
ministers, and svory other political information which may be 
useful to the Uni States; that all letters to sovereign powers, 
letters of credence, plans of treaties, conventions, manifestoes, 
instructions, passports, safe-conducts, and other acts of Congress 
relative to the department of foreign affairs, when the substance 
thereof shall have been previously a: to in Congress, shall be 
reduced to form in the office of foreign affairs, and submitted to 
the opinion of Congress; and when passed, signed, and attested, 
3 the office of foreign affairs to be countersigned and for- 
warded. 

In passing the act to which Maclay objected (July 27,1789) the 
title of this officer was merely abbreviated, and he was to“ per- 
form and execute such duties as shall from time to time be en- 
joined on or intrusted to him by the President of the United States, 
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agreeable to the Constitution, relative to correspondence, commis- 
sions, or instructions to or with See ministers or consuls from 
the United States, or to negotiations with public ministers from 
foreign states or princes, or to memorials or other applications 
from foreign public ministers or other foreigners, or to such other 
matters respecting foreign affairs as the President of the United 
States shall assign to the said department; and, furthermore, that 
the said principal officer shall conduct the business of the said 
department in such manner as the President of the United States 
shall from time to time order or instruct.” 

This was, practically speaking, the whole law, except that“ the 
secretary for the ne geri of foreign affairs to be appointed 
in consequence of this act shall forthwith after his appointment 
be entitled to have the custody and charge of all records, books 
and papers in the office of the secretary for the department of 
foreign affairs heretofore established by the United States in 
Congress assembled.” 

It is thus clear that all the power of Con over foreign af- 
fairs was conceived to be transferred b e Constitution from 
Co to the President. A secretary to assist him in perform- 
ing his functions was provided by Co but the objection 
that he was in any way di how to perform them could not 
be well taken, at least as the bill, after amendments in the Sen- 
ate, was passed. 

The President was expected to do all that Congress had been 
doing, and this law provides for no report to ess about nor 
any interference by Co in foreign affairs. Not one of the 
matters in the resolution above quoted was attempted to be re- 
served to Congress; but all were eyidently believed to be trans- 
ferred by the Constitution to the Executive, so far as Congress 
‘was concerned. 

It is needless to say that the proceedings of the Government 
were conducted accordingly; that co mdence was carried on, 
ministers received, negotiated with, and sent, and that ‘‘such 
other matters relating to php S airs as the President of the 
United States” chose to assign to the said department were con- 
ducted without Congressional interference or comment for many 
years. 

Mr. Greuhm said that he had mentioned the matter when his 
letter was made out, but had been informed that but one letter 
from the King of Prussia to this Government was of record, and 
that was the one written when Mr. Adams himself took leave ( 
minister at Berlin, 1801). That was addressed to Congress, ani 
12 supposed it had been drawn up according to advice from Mr. 


Mr. Adams rejoined that he remembered it very well; that it 
had not been drawn up by his advice, and that he received it 


as drawn up and delivered to him withont objection because he 
did not to make any difficulty at parting and never supposed 
it would operate as a procedent afterwards. (IV Memoirs of John 
Quincy A 17, 18.) 


Later the Secretary of State sent the following circular letter 
on the subject: 
No. 18.] DEPARTMENT OF STA’ 

Washington, March 23, 1833. 
Sin: It is observed that ial communications from foreign powers in- 
tended for the Executive of the United States have been addressed 
to the President and Congress of the United States. 

This style was introduced under the old confederation, and was then per- 
fectly proper, but since the Federal Constitution has been formed its inac- 
curacy is Soparnik, the whole executive power. cularly that of foreign 
intercourse, vested in the President. You will therefore address a 
note to the m r for foreign affairs, app ng him that all communica- 
tions made directly to the head of our executive Government should be 
See, 9 the Président of the United States of America without any 
other on. 

You will, of course, observe that this relates solely to those communica- 
tions of ceremony which are made from one sovereign toanother—for exam- 
pi notices of births, deaths, changes in government, etc.—and does not relate 

0 poi ge diplomatic intercourse, which is to be carried on as usual 


e this Department. 
am, respectfully, your obedient servant. 
‘EDWARD LIVINGSTON. 
To HENRY WHEATON, Esq., 
Chargé di Affaires of the United States to Denmark. 


(The above letter is a circular and was sent, with the necessary 
variation in the address, to T. L. L. Brent, chargé d'affaires to 
Portugal, as No. 36; to C. P. Van Ness, minister to Spain, as 
No. 88; to C. Hughes, chargé d'affaires to Sweden, as No. 10, and 


to H. S. Legare, chargé d'affaires to Belgium, as No. 5.) 
In 1793 the questions of recognizing the new French Republic, 
and e or not the ties with King Louis as still 


binding, were discussed in the President's Cabinet, and there 


dent, who, by our Constitution, receives fore; rs, and not to 
(to which aay Mr. Greuhm's letter was 8 
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decided. A minister from the new od he was according] 
rere and a proclamation issued by the President, in which 

© says: 

Thave thereforet ht fit to declare the dispositi 
observe conguct aforesaid (friendly and 8 8 
respectively, and to exhort and warn the citizens of the United States, etc. 

1 bitterness occasioned by our failure to take 
part with France in the war, the right of the President to thus 
speak for the United States does not seem to have been questioned 
by Congre On the contrary, when the excited French Commit- 
tee of Public Safety sent a letter addressed to Congress, the House 
resolved, April 25, 1794, that it be transmitted to the President, 
“and he be requested to cause the same to be answered on 
behalf of this House in terms expressive of their sensibility,” eto. 
This was a distinct recognition of the President as the author- 
=i to receive and act upon such communications, however 


A bill to make additions to the act for punishing crimes against 
the United States (debated in the House on May 31 and June 2, 1794), 
known as the neutrality law, afforded an opportunity for question- 
ing the right of the President, but the debate proceeded on other 
lines and the law was in strict accordance with and in ai 
of the policy of the President and was urged by him for tha 


urpose. 

It seems to have been left for the Jay treaty with England, 
though hardly more exasperating to the partisans of France, to 
furnish the first cog swe of discontent with the power given to 
the President over foreign affairs. 

That gave rise to a long and memorable debate, when it became 
necessary to pass laws to carry it into effect, and a call was made 
ppon the President for the instructions he had given to the min- 


r who negotiated it. i 
In the course of this debate powers of Congress in regard to 
Impeach, the right to regulate Foreign commeroo, tho right to with- 

the re 0 commerce, the t to with- 
hold legislation Wan ey treaties, etc. 

Mr. tin, favoring the resolutions calling for papers, said that 
Cone possesses the power of regulating trade. The treaty- 

g power delegated to the Evecutive may be considered as 
clas with that. The question may arise whether a treaty made 
by the President and Senate, containing regulations touching ob- 
ge delegated to Congress, can be considered binding without 

1 laws to carry it into effect. * * * He con- 
cluded by o that the House were the grand inquest of the 
tony caine mg a right to call for papers on which to 
und an ent.“ 
ox. Nicholas said: 

It had been said that if the powers of the President and Senate as to treati 
were complete, 8 no right to claim cipation; this would 
not be denied. * In present case he contended the House had a 
V. 

He argued that the power of the House over the money matters 
stipulated in the treaty gasket the powers of the dent and 
Senate. In England, ‘‘the country from which we had borrowed, 
and with many other matters, this part of our Constitution,” their 
House of Parliament had exercised a control over the moneyed 
articles of treaties, and he contended that the House of Represent- 
atives has an 7 authority here as chief guardians of the purse 
strings. ‘‘Shal 


making pra more than others. He said great stress had been 
pe come that treaties are the supreme law of the 

land, but means supreme over anything in the constitution 
or laws of any State,” and does not affect the powers of the House. 
The laws are equally supreme, and it is absurd that treaties should 
repeal laws. The House would dwindle into a mere board of as- 
sessors and all powers be with the President and Senate, It had 
been said that no nation would treat with us if the House refused 
to carry out a treaty by appropriations, but gentlemen would 
probably be s ised sto be told that the British House of Com- 
mons possesses the same power now claimed. He quoted the Fed- 
eralist (pages 101 and 103) to the effect that ‘‘although the House 
of Representatives is not immediately to participate in foreign ne- 
otiations and arrangements, yet from the necessary connection 


tween the several branches of public affairs those particular 
branches will frequently deserve attention in the ordinary course 
lation and will sometimes demand particular legislative 
and cooperation,” eto. 


of le 
san 


1897. 


Mr. Smith said (page 452), referring to the arguments from the 
British constitution: 


But bai 
own Cons 


g power 
is exclusively vested in the King, wi rds,and 
under such constitution the House of Commons claiming a right to interfere 
in the psy sep their precedent would then apply; unless, indeed, it were too 
a d to be considered as a precedent. He said the 17 Governments we 
rfectly dissimilar. Why, then, introduce the practice of that Governmen 
a guide for this? He was well suited with the Constitution of America and 
wished not to assimilate it to any foreign constitution, and he hoped it would 
not be usu: and t to become like them. Were they about to form 
a constitution it might be desirable to take whatever was found good in any 
other; but when the Constitution was already formed and marked out by 
boundaries, in a manner too plain to Liao rn fg it be of any uso 
inquire what was the constitution of other countries? He said the conven- 


tion who formed our Constitution had avoided that part of the British con- 
has the sole power of making 


stitution as absurd. In England, the 
treaties, but, ufter the treaty is made, Par ent claim a right, in certain 
cases, to judge their merits. In this country the conyention, 
their Constitution, had seen fit to add the Senate to the Presidentin the - 
making treaties, and still further to the matter, required that 
e Senate should concur, and then, as if to completely shut the 
oor inst all further inv on of their merits, or any ca on the 
subject, declared that a treaty thus made should become the law of the land. 
The convention must supposed to be ovnen 5 with the 
usages in nm, ara at the time of framing our Constitution, and appear to 
have studiously avoided that part of their constitution. 


Mr. Gallatin (page 465) said that the House had a discretion 
to cooperate or refuse cooperation, and therefore, where their 
cooperation was necessary, the treaty could not have full effect 
and be, properly speaking, the law of the land, if they chose to 
use their discretion by refusing cooperation, A treaty may not 
be unconstitutional, but yet not the law of the land, if it embraces 
objects exclusively granted to a particular branch of the Govern- 
ment. The Constitution does not say what treaties the President 

may make. The general grant of power is limited by the other 
parts of the Constitution. The cae legislative powers granted 
were limitations upon the undefined power of making treaties. 
The Constitution says the treaty shall be a law. Some gentlemen 
had declared that the treaty-making power is executive; but a 
power of making laws can not be termed executive without an 
absurdity. 

He did not claim for the House the power of making treaties, 
but a check upon the treating-making power—a mere negative 
power. We, he said, are for this stigmatized as rebellious, dis- 
organizers, as traitors against the Constitution; but our op 
nents claim an unlimited power for the treaty-making authority 
capable of absorbing all other powers. 

r. Hartley (page 481) recurred to the argument from the Brit- 
ish constitution and denied that Great Britain has a similar con- 
stitution to ours. If the Parliament of Great Britain was to 
pass a law vesting this power in the King and House of Lords, 
would the Commons then claim the right of ratifying treaties? 
But still gentlemen ask, Have not the House as much power as the 
British House of Commons? He would answer this question by 
saying that the House has as much and no more power than the 
Constitution had given it. And if gentlemen required a further 
answer he would say that the Legislature of the United States did 
not possess as extensive power as the Parliament of Britain. That 
body can change the constitution, alter the religion of the country 
and, in short, its powers are really omnipotent. Such unbounded 

wers are not claimed here. But whether the British House of 

mmons have the power or not is a question of no consequence. 
The inquiry was not into the powers of British Parliaments or 
Houses of Commons, but into the powers of that House, and those 
powers were found only in the Constitution.” e 

Mr. Madison (page 488) very 5 discussed questions as 
to whether a treaty and law were or could be equal or the treaty 
pone paramount, etc., but, it having been determined by the 

Supreme Court that the later law repeals a treaty, municipally 
considered, because they are equally the law of the land, it is 
deemed unnecessary to quote him further. 

I have quoted principally from the advocates of the power of 
the House for two reasons, first, to show that the British con- 
stitution was relied upon by them, as it was by the others, the 
former showing thereby that treaty making, if not necessarily an 
executive act, philosophically speaking, was an act which the 
executive authority always performed, and the latter that, though 
this might be so, the executive’s authority was qualified or 
controlled to some extent by Parliament; and secondly, to show 
that no active W to take the initiative in foreign affairs Was 
8 but only a power to withhold cooperation in carrying out 
a treaty. 

The doctrine that the active management of our foreign affairs 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


667 


was committed to Congress beyond the express 2 of legisla- 
tive 1 1 7 on icular subjects was distinctly repudiated on 
behalf of his side by Mr. Gallatin, as we have seen. ‘ 
Mr. Smith referred to the practice of the Government in regard 
to treaties with Indian tribes as follows: 


Having stated the general Sutan of the public, as manifested by the friends 
as well as the enemies of the Constitution, Mr. Smith said he would proceed 
toshow the practice that Congress had, from the commencement of its ex- 
tence, been conformable to that opinion. Seyeral treaties had been con- 
uded with Indian tribes under the present Constitution. These treaties 
embraced all the points which were now made a subject of contest—settle- 
ment of boundaries, kanea of money, etc.; when ratified by the President 
and Senate, they had n proclaimed by the Executive as the law of the 
land; they had not even been communicated to the House; but the House, 
considering them as laws, had made the W matters of course, 
and as they did in respect to other laws. e treaties vere never discussed, 
but the requisite sums, as reported in the annual estimates, were included, 
as matters of course, in the General mass of moneys voted for the war es- 
tablishment in the item of Indian De: ment. It was not pretended that 
the Constitution made any distinction between treaties with foreign nations 
and Indian tribes; and the clause of the Constitution which gives to Con, 
the power of regulating commerce with foreign nations, and on which the 
ern doctrine is founded, includes as well Indian tribes as foreign nations, 


He also referred to another practice: 


That this House considered a treaty, when ratified by the President and 
mate, as the law of the land was further evident from a resolve of the 
ouse of the 4th of June, 1700, in these words: 

“Resolved, That all treaties made, or which shall be made and prom: ted 
under the authority of the United States, shall from time to time blished 
and annexed to their code of laws by the Secretary of State.” 

In consequence of this resolution, the several Secretaries of State had 
annexed the treaties which had been made to the code of laws as soon as the: 
were ratified by the President and Senate and promulgated by the Presiden’ 


The resolution calling for papers was adopted and the papers 
refused, the President sa e e and ance of tiie Presi? - 
dents, volume 1, page 194): 


The nature of foreign negotiations 5 Sade caution, and their su 
must often depend on secrecy, and even when bronght to a conclusion a 
disclosure of all the measures, demands, or eventual con 
have been proposed or contemplated would be extremely impolitic, for 
to have the pernicious infiuence on future Yas depen oF or produce imme- 
diate incoveniences, sporna Maree pe and misc in relation to other powers. 
The necessity of such caution C 

the power of making treaties in the President, with the advice and consen: 
of the Senate. The principle on which that y was formed, co; 

asmall number of members. To admit, then, a right in the House of 
sentatives to demand and to have, as a matter of course, all the 
respectin. ere with a foreign power would be to establish a . — 
ous en 

Raine been a member of the general convention, and kno the princi- 
ples on which the Constitution was formed, I have ever entertained but one 
opinion on this subject; and from the first establishment of the Government 
to this moment PY conduct has exemplified that opinion—that the power of 
making treaties is exclusively vested in the President by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, provided two thirds of the Benators present con- 
cur; and that every treaty so made and promulgated thenceforward became 
the law of the land. It is thus that the treaty-making power has been under- 
stood by fore nations, and in all the treaties made with them we have 
flociared and they have believed that, when ratified by the President, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, they became obligatory. In this con- 
struction of the Constitution every House of . has heretofore 

niesced, and until the present e not a doubt or a suspicion has appeared, 

my knowledge, that this construction was not the true one. Nay, they 
have more than acquiesced; for till now, without controverting the ob! 
Hon of noa ene they have made all the requisite provisions for 

em into e 

There is also reason to believe that this construction agrees with the opin- 
ions.entertained by the State conventions when they were deliberating on 
the Constitution, especially by those who objected toit because there was not 
he arb in commercial treaties the consent of two-thirds of the whole num- 

r of the members of the Senate instead of two-thirds of the Senators pres- 
ent, and because in treaties respecting territorial and certain other rights 
and claims the concurrence of three-fourths of the whole number of themem- 
bers of both Houses, respectively, was not made necessary. 

It is a fact declared by the general convention and universally understood 
that the Constitution of the United States was the result of a spirit of amity 
and mutual concession; and itis well known that under this influence the 
smaller States were admitted to 


on which mey 


th 
tical safety of the T 
roofs than 


pega 
only di 
measure, 


without the President. On the contrary, 
a committee to whiom had been 1 
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The law was only carrying out the general policy of the Presi- 


dent, and with his on, but the manner of passing it was 
the result of the President’s vigorous denunciation of the conduct 
of the French authorities upon the dismissal of Monroe as minis- 
ter, when they ne e Monroe and praised the American 
people, but attacked the American Government. (Special-séssion 


* May 16, 1797.) 

The House of Representatives ially was exhorted to beware 
of endeavors to foster and establish a division, which was insinu- 
ated as existing between the Government and people of the United 
States, and told that ‘‘to repel by decided and united counsel 
insinuations so derogatory to the honor and a ons so dan- 
gerous to the Constitution, Union, and ever ini dence of the 
nation is an indispensable duty.” 

It was not a time, therefore, for nice discrimination between 
the branches of the Government, but to show France that as 
against her hostile proceedings all branches were united. That 
spirit in which this law was passed, while Congress was 
engaged in exercising its power to authorize or declare war against 
France. It should not, therefore, be ed as evidence of what 
two-thirds of Congress could do against the will of the President. 

In the same year, 1798, a question arose as to appropriations for 
foreign intercourse and the right of the President to appoint min- 
isters, and Mr. Otis said (Annals of Congress, 1798, page 1157): 

T had been said the constitutional righs of 
House Bah nog ee sie O: Superson that he add tare 


few remarks. To vent confusion 
both sides of the House were agreed 


was the 


the Aripi of a minister imposed a moral 


able 
out the best reasons. I gentleman from Pennsy! 
whether the office of minister was created by the Constitution and whether 
222 tae sig tery Housh 30 ob peng re peap ee S r, and 
it was asse: by Din Gine te sit canta She HOUS hed nai sushonity So DACUS 
every appropriation. poini were at issue. To explain 
the reason of his doubt respecting the right of President to designate the 

h ministers should tleman had replied that 

the i tion which gives the rer of 9 

ministers to the Executive also gives that of a. ting judges the Su- 

preme Court, which he never tended to un © 

pars had been a b 


on co: one or more persons; 
the ju: ction is constituted by a law which describes the number of per- 


sons to whom it shall be committed. The Executive then a; ts those who 
are to exercise this legal ee gaa In case of foreign ia- if their 


destination must be esta F eir mis- 
sion must also be and ratified by the same a 3 — 
be exercised without d and the whole power of tion would 


It rig a urged 
might refuse to a riate; 
sacar: might form treaties ot 


are ob 
upon a presu abuse of pees department, 
sonable confidence that each will perform its 7 within its own sphere with 


But the law and practice as to appoin and receiving minis- 
ters and consuls has been elaborately set forth and discussed by 
Attorney-General Cushing (7 Op., page 242), who concludes: 

Further toshow that this act can not be reasonably 8 
a nom the President to do what the Constitu on considerations of pu 
y, has intrusted to the sole discretion of Executive, may be men- 
— — of the act which says, in words, that the President shall 
appoint a “consul” at Port au Prince. if done, would have the effect, 
3 to international 88 of placing Haitien in diplo- 
matic tion with the United States. It is not presumed that such was the 
purpose of the lawmakers; yet such is the necessary effect of the law, if the 
words “shall appoint” are mandatory in operation. If they are mandatory 
in any case, they are in all; if not mandatory in one caso, they are so in 
none. 

‘The President can, with concurrence of the Senate, appoint consuls at any 

place whatever, whether they be mentioned in the act or not. 


The Attorney-General shows clearly that the appointment of 
ministers was committed by the Constitution to the discretion of 
the Executive, and so as to all diplomatic and even consular offi- 
cers, all the instruments of international intercourse being thus 
placed in his discretion. 

The ordinary method of recognizing a new government was al- 
ways to receive a minister from it or send one to it; and all such 
- acts are expressly assigned to the President's control, as part of 
the business of foreign affairs, both by the Constitution and the 
law organizing the Department of Foreign Affairs. 


NATURE OF THE POWERS REQUIRES SECRECY. 
In the Madison Pa we find that secrecy was a main object 
in giving the President and the Senate the trea wae on 
] ber 7, 1787, a motion was made to add the House of Rep- 
resentatives, because, if treaties were to have the operation of 
laws, they should have the sanction of laws. The only ar, ent 
reported against this is that the necessity for secrecy in the case 
of treaties forbade a reference to the whole legislature.” The 
motion was defeated—10 States against 1. 
The Senate in the uncompleted Constitution having been given 
the power to make treaties, appoint ambassadors, etc., Mr. Wilson 
(Madison Papers, page 245) said: 


Eve 
y, to for 

8 ut to 
Gane will probably be a depository of the powers concerning the latter 

In this c tion of the framers, to avoid wars and make 
treaties evidently stands for the whole management of foreign 
relations, and it was intended to give all to the Senate. On page 
428 an argument is made the Senate’s having the power 
to make treaties, wherein it is objected that the treaty power 
belongs to the Executive, and the British constitution is referred 
to. On page 469 an e , Sag Morris to require leg - 
islative ratification of treaties, and Mr. Madison suggested the 
inconvenience of 2 a legal ratification of treaties of alli- 
ance, for purposes of war, etc.” Mr. Gorham said: 


Many other disadvantages must be or opens if treaties of and all 
negotiations are to be previously ratified; and if not ously ministers 
would be at a loss how to proceed. What would be the case in Great Britain 


if the king were to Ade the in this —— — 3 must gò 

abroad —. instructed same au as will o case 

ministers) which is to ratify their proceedings. bore 
Mr. Wilson said: 


In the most important treaties, the 
to Parliament for the execution 


ture to lay duties on exports. Under the 
out the amendment, the Senate alone can make a treaty requir- 
the rice of South Carolina to be sent to some one port. 

Mr. Dickinson concurred in the amendment, as most safe and 
ecg though he was sensible it was unfavorable to the little 

iri i which would otherwise have an equal share in making 
treaties. 

Mr. Johnson thought there was something of solecism in saying 
that the acts of a minister with plenipotentiary powers from one 
body should depend for ratification on another body, The ex- 
ample of the of Great Britain was not parallel. Full and 
complete power was vested in him. If the Parliament should fail 
to oe the necessary means of execution, the treaty would be 
violated. 


of Great Britain, being 


. on the spot were not to be desired by us; 
if the whole Legislature is to have anything 


ours, it is necessary to guard against the Government itself being 
seduced. 


An attempt was also made, but defeated, to except treaties of 
from the power of the President and Senate. 

In the State conventions to discuss the Constitution arguments 
as to the treaty power continually repeated that it was executive, 
and the British constitution, with Blackstone on the King's pre- 

tive right to make treaties, were, constantly referred to. 
liott’s Debates, volume 3, pages 506, 508, and 512; volume 4, 
pages 116, 120, 267, 269, etc.) 
CELERITY REQUIRED. 

The necessity for executive control to seize with celerity “tides 
in the affairs of men” is fully discussed in the Federalist, No. 63, 
EXPERT KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED. 

One idea which finds expression in Todd on the British Consti- 
tution, ubi supra, in the resolution of Congress prior to the Con- 
stitution as above quoted, in the law forming the Department of 

* Mr. Middleton, chairman of the Amelia Island committee, was also with 
ve him all the additional information that I possessed concern- 


ingit. Ishowed him the secret laws, singular anomalies of our system 
which have grown out of that error in our Constitution which confers upon 


r one of the first p i 

zan i op ee that of ha’ * 
0 war. 

— ertang 8 laws, that of June 1812, is so secret that this 


day it could not be found among the rolls at the mt. 
also followed from this machinery. The injune- 
y, 1812, from the la any 


rev: 
Representatives, and yet the p read 
(Memoirs of John @uitisy- Adams volume 4, page 25 


by a vote of the House of 
publishe 


never 


1897. 


Foreign Affairs, in the Federalist, and in the vision of the Con- 
stitution which says that the President from time to time, 
ive to Congress information of the state of the Union, should not 
lost sight of in this discussion. And that is that exact infor- 
mation ut the relations of the Government with foreign nations 
and of those nations with each other were regarded, when the Con- 
stitution was adopted, not as common property, but as derived 
from official correspondence with diplomatic ts. Journals 
were then published; but newspapers entitled to be socalled, tele- 
graphs, ocean cables, steamboats, railroads, the multiplicity of 
SR and the general education of the masses have produced a 
more or less exact knowledge among the le of matters for- 
merly executive secrets, or, at least, buried in archives and costly 
tomes. In those days the President alone was supposed to know 
all that was needed to be known to manage foreign affairs and to 
get his knowledge from undisclosed correspondence with nts 
pointed by him. The Constitution is to be read in the light of 
this fact, and, so reatl, we can not doubt that foreign affairs were 
intended to be conducted as they had been in all an coun- 
tries by the possessor of such knowledge, and that even the initia- 
tive in making war was to be taken upon a communica- 
tion from the President of such information, and not upon idle 
rumors and the tales of travelers. Certain it is that the war with 
France was begun in that way, Congress following the lead of and 
seeking knowledge from the President at every step. 

It were unreasonable to interpret the Constitution as the work 
of prophets of such an age as we now live in; but even now really 
exact 5 of our relations with Spain and other countries 
remains an executive possession, and reasons for the wisdom or 

iency of any course derived from rumor or newspapers 
may be wholly refuted by secret information of the Executive from 
some of our agents abroad. It still remains true, therefore, that 
the eral management of foreign affairs should be left to the 
one 3 charge of the diplomatio agents and in continual corre- 
spondence with them. > 

Vattel (first published in 1773) thus speaks of treaties: 

But all rulers of states have not a power to make public treaties by their 
own authority alone; some are obliged to take the advice of a senate, or of 
the representatives of the nation. 

It was undoubtedly either from the British constitution or from 
this general European conception of the kingly. or other personal 
sovereign. treaties, with or without the advice of a deliber- 
ative body, that the President’s power was derived, he being, in a 
limited sense, the nearest representative we have of the kings of 
the eee eee systems. 

1 of the ordinary way of making treaties through 
instructed plenipotentiaries, their work to be ratified. To give 
the President authority to appoint such plenipotentiaries in his 
discretion was to place him on a par with sovereigns in the manner 
of making treaties, and confirms the conception of him as similar 
to 8 heads of monarchies. 

n No. 63 of the 3 a the 2 -making 
power, every reason advan or giving or confining the power 
to the President and Senate is based on a view, not so much of 
treaties alone, as of foreign affairs generally. hiner | is there 
said to intimate that any part of foreign affairs is withheld from 
the exclusive control of the President and Senate. 

It has now been shown that under express grants the President 
is to make treaties as he may see fit, and appoint and receive am- 
bassadors and other ministers. The only qualifications seriously 
contended for are by reason of express grants on particular sub- 
jects to Congress, which subjects do not embrace the ee 
of the resolution in question. It has also been shown that foreign 
affairs generally were understood by the great formative first Con- 
gress to be transferred to the President and Senate. 

Disregarding the particular grants to Congress, treaties on all 
other jects at least are to be made by the President and Senate 
or not at all. The President and Senate are thus 3 power 
to make a treaty with the Republic of Cuba and a fortiori to rec- 
ognize its existence. So the President and Senate are granted 
power to send a minister to the Republic of Cuba and a fortiori to 
recognize its existence, and the President alone is granted power 
to receive a minister from the Republic of Cuba and a fortiori to 
recognize its existence. The President and Senate are general 
managers of foreign affairs, and part of such management is to 
recognize or deal with new governments, and so are empowered to 
deal with and recognize the Republic of Cuba. 

VI. 

All duties in connection with foreign relations not otherwise 
specified fall within the sphere of the Executive. 

The Constitution, by its own internal evidence, shows that all 
duties in connection with foreign relations not otherwise speci- 
fied, and this duty especially, are placed upon the Executive. 

First. The general principle has been already noticed that if a 
power is confided to one branch of the Government, it can not be 

resumed to be granted also to one of the other branches of the 
BTR. o te CDE Ex is aaa nee and for the same 
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purposes To make such an assumption would be to deny the! 
isdom of our forefathers and the homogeneity of their work. 
77 1 Wers. nae 
e following powers are expressly granted ə executive. 
branch of the Government: 
oan the 
LP Rang end gays deg amy amcor Senate, to make treaties, pro 


present 
And the President— 
Shall nominate and, with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint 
ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls— 


Congress having no power to alter the method of their appoint 
ment; and— 

He shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers. 

The power to receive public ministers, which is confided in the 
President alone, implies the power to decide who should be re- 
ceived; and this implies the power to examine their credentials 
and ascertain whether the foreign potentates by whom the cre- 
dentials are made out are in fact sovereigns. 

The power to make treaties implies a complete power over dip- 
lomatic negotiations. A treaty is an express contract or agree- 
ment with a foreign government. All contracts or agreements 
with foreign governments may be put into the form of treaties, 
although many of temporary character and minor importance 
remain in the rank of informal understandings. Diplomatic ne- 
gotiations are tiations toward the formation of agreements or 
contracts, fo or informal. These negotiations are carried on 
through the Secretary of State, who is appointed by the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, our public ministers, who 
are likewise appointed, and the public ministers of other govern- 
ments, who are received and recognized by the President alone. 

Treaties or formal agreements with other Governments are 
made, drafted, and informally agreed to by the President before 
they are submitted to the Senate, although, on very rare occasions, 
as in the Administrations of Washington and Polk, the President 
may request the advice of the Senate beforehand. The ‘‘advice 

consent” of the Senate, however, is a phrase which has a tech- 
nical meaning, signifying simply a vote, being adopted from the 
language of the British act of Parliament. connection with 
treaties and appointments it has always been practically construed 
3 vote taken after the preliminary signature of the 
treaty or r the nomination. 

The President, therefore, is charged by the Constitution with 
the drafting of all ponio treaties, as well as with the conducting 
of all otiations leading up to them. These treaties, when they 
receive “advice and consent” of the Senate, become part of 
“the supreme law of the land” by Article VI of the Constitution; 
and thus come within the provision that the President shall take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed.” 

Thus, by the ordi rules of construction of a document of 
this kind, the President becomes charged with the diplomatic 
affairs of the United States. All diplomacy, apart from such 
trivial matters as the exchange of compliments or procuring of 
social] introductions, consists in the making of international agree- 
ments, either temporary and informal or permanent and formal. 
The President’s power is subject simply to two of the famons 
**checks” of the Constitution, namely, t he must obtain the 
ratification of the Senate to the 5 of his diplomatic 
agents, and to the promulgation of any diplomatic agreement 
which is intended to be sufficiently formal and permanent in its 
nature to have the force of law. 

Ther ition” of independence or bye deme of a forei 
power, technically speaking, is distinctly a diplomatic matter. It 
is properly evidenced either by sending a public minister to the 
government thus recognized, or by receiving a public minister 
therefrom. The latter is the usual and proper course. Diplo- 
matic relations with a new power are properly and customarily 
inaugurated at the request of that power, expressed through an 
envoy sent for the purpose. The reception of this envoy, as 
pointed out, is the actof the Presidentalone. The next step, that 
of sending a public minister to the nation thus recognized, is pri- 
marily the act of the President. The Senate can take no part in it 
at all until the President has sent in a nomination. Then it acts 
in its executive capacity, and, customarily, in executive session.” 
The legislative branch of the Government can exercise no influence 
over this step, except, very indirectly, by withholding appropria- 
tions. 

There is another consideration also, which conclusively shows 
that the recognition of a foreign power belongs to the sphere of 
diplomacy, and, therefore, to the executive branch of the Gov- 
ernment. Two points are first to be decided before the independ- 
ence or belligerency of a foreign body is ‘‘recognized:” : 

* Whether the independence or belligerency in fact exists; 
an 

Second. Whether it is advisable for the United States to take 
official notice of its existence. A new nation may be in fact 
independent, yet its independence may not yet be recognized by 
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the older nation from which it has separated itself. War may 


still be waging between them, and the recognition of the inde- 
panan of the new nation may be regarded as a casus belli by 
he old one, National sympathy may be aroused in the United 
States to the extent of being willing to go to war with the old 
nation for the sake of encouraging the new one. Such was the 
feeling of France toward the United States in the Revolutionary 
war, and of the United States toward Texas in 1837. National 
sympathy, on the other hand, may not be aroused with sufficient 
unanimity to justify the nation’s agents, whether executive or lepi 
lative, to take such a step. The question may, therefore, be le 
to be decided partly by questions of expediency, and these ques- 
tions are mainly diplomatic in meth of solution. It is the 
executive branch of the Government which is best qualified to 
judge whether recognition would be a casus belli; whether other 
neutral nations would join in it; whether it would jeopardize 
negotiations pending with the nation which would be e ted to 
resent the recognition. Questions of expediency may arise which 
affect the interests not of the United States alone, but of the 
new government which seeks recognition. Hasty action by the 
United States alone might be of no ayail, and, at the same time, 
might tend to preyent other neutral nations from taking the 
same step. If, on the other hand, the United States, by diplo- 
matic negotiations, would obtain cooperation from other neutral 
nations, their joint action mine force the independence of the 
new country to be immediately recognized even by the country 
from which it was ee. to separate. 

The interaction of these various questions of expediency is fa- 
miliar to anyone who has studied the history of our relations to 
the South American insurrectionists during Monroe’s Administra- 
tion. The United States was then recovering from the effects of 
the war, and required caution in championing the affairs of 
would-be sister republics. President Monroe was continually con- 
sidering three different classes of problems: 

First, whether South American independence was actually an 
accomplished fact; 

Second, whether Great Britain or other European countries 
would j in him in its recognition; and 

Third, whether premature action on the part of the United 
States, while valueless for pastors of assistance to the insurrec- 
tionists, would jeopardize the making (and afterwards the ratifi- 
cation) of the treaty ceding Spain’s possessions in Florida and 
abandoning its claims to Oregon. 

We have said that the first act of recognition is, customarily, 
the receiving formally of an envoy from the country recognized. 

We may add that simple recognition per se in its ultimate 
analysis isnot an executive any more than itis a judicial act. The 
simple finding of the existence of a fact is not a complete execu- 
tive act any more than it is a complete legislative or judicial act. 
In-judicial procedaro a finding of fact, in order to have the effect 
of an adjudication, must be followed by a judgment, which has 
the effect of requiring some person or persons to do or refrain from 
doing some thing or Tingi: So a simple declaration of fact by 
the executive department is directly operative only so far as itis, 
in effect, information that certain action will be taken by the 
executiye under its express constitutional powers; or that such 
and such municipal laws of the United States will be executed in 
a certain way; or that certain rules of international law will be 
admitted by the executive as in present operation. The munici- 
pal laws of the United States may be changed at will by Congress, 
although their enforcement must be intrusted to the executive. 
So far as municipal laws are concerned, Congress can, in effect, 
control the future operations of the executive by enacting, for in- 
stance, that under such and such circumstances the laws should 
apply to the caseof a foreign 1 not yet independent as if they 
really were independent; or that they should apply to the specific 
case of some foreign le actually named as if they were inde- 
pendent. Congress can thus, by changing the municipal law to 
that extent, make the question of independence of any foreign 
nation an entirely immaterial circumstance. It has, however, no 
control over international law further than to enact that therules 
of international law shall not be r ted by the United States. 
Nor can it enact that something is a fact which is not afact. It 
can not make a foreign people independent, although it can enact 
that, for any specified purpose or purposes, it shall be regarded as 
n by our executive department or by our “nig Spee 
Neither can Congress control international law, which is ed 
upon the consensus of different nations. International law re- 

rds independence as a question of fact, and does not recognize 

t until it is a fact, irrespective of ee: Nor can the legis- 
lative branch of the Government hold any communication with 
foreign nations. The executive branch is the sole mouthpiece of 
the nation in communication with foreign sovereignties. Forei 
nations communicate only through their respective executive de- 

artments. Resolutions of their legislative departments upon 
Riplomatic matters have no status in international law. In the 
department of international law, therefore, properly speaking, a 


Congressional recognition of belligerency or independence would 
be a nullity. 

All of these considerations were familiar to the statesmen who 
framed the Federal Constitution; and it is clear, from the terms 
of that instrument, that all findings of fact as to emergencies be- 
yond the sea, for p es of international law and diplomacy, 
were intended to be in to the executive department; while 
as to such findings of fact for the p of the administration 
of our municipal law, the only doubt could be whether they be- 
ae Bs the executive or to the 3 

disposes of the first of the two proposed joint resolutions 
now under consideration. 

The second of these proposed joint resolutions contemplates 
negotiations for a future treaty to be carried on by the legislative 
branch of the Government. No such proposal could receive rec- 
ognition by a foreign country; and if such a proposal had ema- 
nated from the House of Representatives in the early days of our 
constitutional history there can be little doûbt that it would have 
been resented by the Senate as an infringement upon its own pre- 
rogatives, as well as upon the sphere of the Executive. 

view is confirmed by examination of the express powers 

nted to the legislative branch of the Government. That 
ranch is intrus with ‘‘all legislative powers,” but with no 
poros that are not properly legislative. Legislation is the mak- 

g of laws, and laws are rules of conduct. simple declaration 
of the existence of a fact is not a legislative act; neither is an 
offer to another nation to open negotiations. If a mere finding of 
fact is not in general a legislative act, especially is it not a legis- 
lative act when the fact to be found is one occurring in a foreign 
country. It would not be a legislative act to declare that in a 
suit of Smith vs. Jones, pending in a Federal or State court, the 
truth of the controversy was with Smith and not with Jones. Is 
it any more a legislative act to declare that in the case of Smith 
vs. Jones,pending in a Spanish court and involving a question of 
1 of rea 3 and not Jones has the truth on 

is side in swearing that he is in possession of the property? Is it, 
then, any more a legislative act to declare that in the controversy 
with Cuba Gomez and not Weyler has the facts on his side? 

5 not. For the p of the administration of 
our municipal law, it is an executive act when it relates to a 
question Which the Executive must decide, and a judicial act 
when it arises in court (although, for reasons which will be stated, 
the judiciary in deciding the question follows the executive). 

Congrens can help the Cuban insurgents by legislation in many 
wa; ut it can not help them legitimately by mere declarations, 
or by attempts to engage in diplomatic negotiations, if our inter- 
pretation of the Constitution is correct, That it is correct will be 
shown by the opinions of jurists and statesmen of the past. 

NATURE OF LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

Legislation is universally defined substantially as the power to 
enact laws. 

The following definitions of law are familiar: 

A rule of civil conduct, prescribed by the supreme power in a state, com- 
manding what is right an 3 what is wrong. — Blackstone. 

A command to a course of conduct; a command g the expression of a 
wish or desire conceived bya rational being that another rational being shall 
oo forbear, coupled with the expression of an intention in the former to 
eS ee evil upon the latter, in case he do not comply with the wish.— 

The present claim that the mere assertion of the existence of a 
state of fact in a foreign country is legislation makes the followin, 
remarks of Judge Penrose in the matter of American Banking an 
Trust Company (17 Penn. Co. Ct. R., 274, 280) pertinent: 

There are some things, however, beyond the power of the legislature, even 
irrespective of constitutional etions. It can not change the laws of 
nature, the pene ee of numbers, or the meaning of words. It can not mod- 
ify an axiom. ater will not boil at 110° nor freeze at 52°; 12 times 12 will 
always be 144; insufficient can not be made the equivalent of sufficient, ba 


the equivalent of good, and things which are not equal to the same thing 
pre in spite of the most solemn enactment to the contrary, be equal to each 


other. 
VII. 
THESE VIEWS ARE SUSTAINED BY THE WEIGHT OF OPINION AMONG 
JURISTS. 

While the question of boundary between the executive and 
legislative spheres in their foreign relations has been frequently 
a subject of discussion, there never has been, and probably never 
will t; an actual conflict between these two branches of our 
Government in this particular. There are, therefore, no judicial 
opinions of controlling authority. Such references as may be 
found in reported cases are obiter and valuable only as indicating 
the general understanding of the Constitution among the judges. 
The subject has been little considered by text writers. The im- 

ortance of the citations under this heading is therefore much 
feas than that of the citations from legislative and executive pro- 
ceedings which will be made under our next and last heading. 
1. Judicial utterances relating to the power to recognize the independence or 
belligerency of a foreign government, 

For the reasons above stated some of the judicial utterances ` 

upon this point fail to indicate whether the power to recognize a 
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foreign government resides in the executive or legislative depart- 
ment, the court saying simply that it resides in the “political 
department” or in the: Government.” Strictlyspeaking, it resides 
for the purpose of a case in court in the judiciary; but the judi- 
ciary have no means of deciding the question by taking evidence, 
and must for this reason, as well as because the 9 ofa 
foreign government is a fact which must be decided in the same 
way for the purpose of all private litigations, take judicial notice 
of it. Upon questions of judicial notice the court consults the 
best attainable means of information—dictionaries, public docu- 
ments, or whatever else it may be. The question thus arises: 
What authority shall the court consult in the ascertainment of a 
treaty by the processes of judicial notice? The courts have yay 

wisely looked to the other departments of the Government, bo 
as the best means of information and in order that there should 
be no conflict. There never has been any conflict between the 
legislative and the executive, and hence, when the Legislature has 
in any way indirectly recognized the existence of such a fact, the 
court may take notice of its action. Sometimes the recognition 
has been by the executive alone, in which case the court can look 
to executive action. When the executive has not A recognized 
independence or belligerency, as the case may be, the court holds 
that the fact is not established for the purpose of judicial notice. 
Where the Supreme Court has referred to the legislative as well 
as to the executive department, the question thus referred has 
always, with one exception, been one not strictly foreign. Thus 
in Foster vs. Neilson (2 Pet., 253, 307), United States vs. Arre- 
dondo (6 Pet., 691, 711), and Garcia vs. Lee (12 Pet., 511) the con- 
troversy related to the ownership of pro within the United 
States which had formerly, indeed, belonged to Spain, and whose 
title depended upon the former boundary between the United 
States and Spain; but the treaties upon which the title in part 
depended were not self-executing, and the question before the 
court was really a question of boundary, and not of belligerency 
or independence. e not altogether consistent dicta in Jones vs, 
United States (137 U. S., 202) are in a case where the question at 
issue was whether certain territory belonged to the United States. 
So far as the gaeng before the court was one of foreign bel- 
3 or independence at any given period, the court, if it 
i at all to what department it referred for information 
with the one exception aforesaid), has specified the executive 

55 of the Government. te 

nited States vs. Hutchings (2 Wheeler’s Criminal Cases, 543), 
in 1817, was a prosecution for piracy. The question arose whether 
at a certain date the Republic of Buenos Ayres was independent. 
Counsel argued that our independence began with the lara- 
tion of Independence in 1776, and therefore that the independence 
of Buenos Ayres ‘*‘ commenced with their declaration of independ- 
ence,” was a matter of notoriety throughout the world, and was 
roved by certain co ondence between President Monroe and 

e Spanish minister. Chief Justice Marshall was of opinion 
That a nation became independent from its declaration of independence 
only as respects its own government and the various departments thereof. 
SE apg a BAS 
— authority of those nations That as our Executive had eae 
— prye e a Spo ree ee Ayres, it was not competent to the 
In United States vs. Palmer (3 Wheat., 610, 634), arising two 
months later, the Chief Justice used language applicable to the 
legis ative as well as to the executive department, and this is the 
only exception to the general rule above stated in regard to such 


cases. 

Williams vs. Suffolk Insurance Company (3 Sumn., 270, 278) in- 
volved the question whether the fisheries at the Falkland Islands 
belonged to Buenos Ayres. It was decided by Mr. Justice Story, 
whose remarks are of especial interest, because he had discussed 
this very gasson in his Commentaries on the Constitution, and 
had, according to the general plan of the Commentaries, left it 
there an open one. He now said: 

Itis very clear thatit bee Yay exclusively to the executive department of 
our Government to rom time to time any new governments which 
may arise in the political revolutions of the world; and until such new gov- 
ernments are so ized they can not be tted our courtsof justice 
to have or to exercise the common rights and prerogatives of sovereignty. 

Mr. Justice Story further goes on to say that “this doctrine 
was fully 1 8 Supreme Court of the United States 
in Gelston vs. Hoyt (3 eat., 246, 324).” In that case the opinion 
had been written by himself and used simply the word“ govern- 
ment.” The learned justice’s interpretation of the opinion would 
indicate that whenever the word“ government” had been used in 
this connection the executive department has been intended; 
and it is also noticeable that the case thus referred to was decided 
at the same term of court with the Palmer case, above referred to, 
so that these remarks of Mr. Justice Story tend to confirm the 
inference which may be drawn from the Hutchings case that the 
reference to the legislative department of the Government in the 

almer case was an inadvertence. 

Williams vs. Suffolk Insurance Company, above quoted, came 


up for review in the Supreme Court of the United States (13 Pet., 
415). Mr. Justice McLean said (page 420): 


And there can be no doubt that when the executive branch of the Goyern- 
i in its correspondence 


In Kennett vs. Chambers (14 How., 80), the question arose 
whether Texas was an independent government in September, 
1836. Chief Justice Taney said (page 46) that it belonged to 
the Government” to decide when Texas becameindependent. He 
then refers to the President’s message of December 22, 1836, as evi- 
dence that it had not yet become independent at that time, and 
says (pages 50 and 51): 

It is a sufficient answer to the ra, Somer to say that the question whether 
Texas had or had not at that time ean independent state was a ques- 
tion for that de t of Government exclusively which is charged with 
our foreign relations, 

The department thus referred to is clearly indicated by its 
further characterization (page 51) as ‘‘ the treaty-making power.” 
The Prize Cases (2 Bl., 635) are not strictly in point, because they 
refer to domestic, not to foreign, difficulties. Mr. Justice Grier- 
(page 670) says: 

Whether the President, in fulfilling his duties as commander-in-chief, in 


opra an insurrection has met with such armed hostile resistance and 
a civil war of such alarmin; 
the characte: 


The italics are the court’s own. 

In the recent case of United States vs. Trumbull (48 Fed. Rep., 
99, 104), referring to the late civil war in Chile, Judge Ross says: 
It is beyond question that the status of the le com the Congres- 

of the commission of the offense is to be 

regard was then ed by piis polities or executive 
department of the United States. This doctrine is firmly established. 

In the Itata (56 Fed. „ 505, 510) the circuit court of apresia 
for the ninth circuit, 7 g through Judge Hawley, said: 

The law is well settled that it is the duty of the courts to regard the status 


of the Co onal party in the same light as they were led by the 
executive department of the United States at the t the offenses 
were committed. 


2. Utterances of text writers relating to the power to recognize the independ- 
ence or belligerency of a foreign government. 

This is a subject not touched upon in some commentaries, for 
the reason that such commentaries often undertake to show only 
the judicial exposition of the Constitution, and say but little u 
subjects which have not been of judicial cognizance. Of the few 
jurists who have treated this subject, probably the only one who 

as supposed any right of recognition to reside in Congress was 
Mr. Rawle. He states that the legislative branch has a higher 
right than the executive in this particular, but does not discuss 
the point, and cites no authority, apparently supposing it to be an 
undisputed one, and consequently giving it no careful considera- 
tion. (Second edition, pages 195,196.) He seems ignorant of the 
constitutional debates, which had practically settled the point to 
the contrary,and under the circumstances his opinion is not to be 
regarded as of much weight. 

e first real discussion of this question by a text writer is to 
be found in the Commentaries of Mr. Justice Story. It was not 
the plan of these commentaries to decide open questions. He 
therefore 1 5 states the a ents, although, in dictating his 
personal opinion, in favor of the executive power. Afterwards, 
as has already been pointed out, in the case of Williams vs. Suf- 
folk Insurance Company, he has stated most positively that the 
power resided solely in the executive. He says of the power to 
receive ambassadors and ministers that it is always an impor- 
tant, and sometimes a very delicate, function, sinee it constitutes 
the only accredited medium through which negotiations and 
friendly relations are ordinarily carried on with foreign powers.” 

He proceeds as follows (2 Story on the Constitution, sections 
1566 and 1567): 

But a much more delicate occasion is when a civil war breaks out in a 
nation, and two nations are formed, or two ties in the same nation, each 
claiming the sovereignty of the whole, and the contest remains as yet unde- 
cided, fagrante bello. Tho exereise of this prerogative of acknowl- 
— new nations or ministers is therefore under such circumstances an 
executive function of great delicacy, which requires the utmost caution and 
deliberation. * + If such recognition is made, it is conclusive upon the 
nation, unless, indeed, it can be reversed by an act of Co: repudiating 
it. If,on the other hand, such recognition has been refused by the Executive, 
it is said that Congress may, notwithstanding, solemnly acknowledge the 
9 of the nation or party (citing Rawle). These, however, are 
popon ons which have hitherto remained as abstract statements under the 

mstitution, and therefore can be p: unded not as absolutely true, but 
as still o iscussion if they should ever arise in the course of our for- 
eign diplomacy. The Constitution has expressly invested the Executive 

th power to receive ambassadors and other ministers. It has not ex- 
ressly invested Congress with the power either to repudiate or acknowledge 
em. 


That a power so extensive in its reach over our foreign relations could not 
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etchings Gia cantato on any other than 6. 
admit of little doubt. That it should be exclusively confided to that Ng 
ment without 5 of the Senate in the functions that y 
being conjointl: with the treaty-making power—is not so obvious. 
Probably the ye Pamor that in all foreign governments power was 
exclusively confided to the executive d. ent, and the utter impractica- 
bility of commas Os Senate constantly in session, and the suddenness of the 
emergencies w =i ed uire the action of the Government, conduced to 
the establishment of aut 


vo already placed 
us in situations to feel its critical character and the necessity of ha at the 
head of the Government an Executive of sober judgment, enlighte: views, 
and firm and ted patriotism. 

Clearly only the general plan of not deciding open questions in 
these commentaries was the learned justice’s only reason for not 
more positively prang dissent from the propositions of Mr. 
Rawle; and, as has already been shown, his eee this point 
were in accord with those of Chief Justice Mars as expressed 
upon the eo ey = trial in 1817. He refers also to the chapter 
on M. Genet and the neutrality proclamation of 1793 in Marshall’s 
Life of Washington; and all through that chapter it is clear that 
the Chief Justice with Washington and his Cabinet in con- 
sidering the recognition of a new government to be an executive 
function. 

Mr. Pomeroy is much more positive in the statement of his Oph - 
ion. He says (Pomeroy’s Constitutional Law, 669, 670, and 672): 

All foreign relations are thus confided exclusively to the President or to 
him in connection with the Senate. * * * 

Of the unlimited extent and transcendent importance of this function thus 
confided to the Executive, either alone or in connection with the Senate, there 
can be no doubt. 

Congress may pass resolves in relation to questions of an international char- 
acter; but these can only have a certain moral weight; they have no legal 
effect; they can not bind the Executive. The necessity for this is evident; 
negotiations generally uire a legree of secrecy; one mind and will 
must always be more efficient in such matters than a large di 
assembly. * * * 

The President can not decare war; 
But the President may, without any 
lature, so conduct the foreign in „the naus w tions 
other governments, as to force a war, as to compel another nation to take the 
initiative; and this step once taken, the challenge can not be refused. 


Mr. Wharton expresses his opinion in the following headnote: 
“Such ition determinable by Executive.” (Wharton’s In- 
ternational Law Digest, second edition, page 551.) 


3. Utterances of courts and text writers on extent of legislative power. 


No attempt, so far as we are aware, has ever been made by the 
Federal islature to decide the merits of a pending controversy 
by a mere declaration. We have already argued that such a dec- 
laration would be merely the expression of an opinion, and that 
it would not have any further force, because it would not in its 
nature be a legislative, but rather a judicial, act, and that it there- 
fore would not be included within the — of legislative powers 
by the first article of the Constitution; t, in other words, while 

mgress may have power to help one party or the other to a con- 
troversy by legislation, it can not decide the controversy by a 
quasi judicial utterance. 

It is a general principle that acts by a legislative body which 
are not an exercise of legislative power are utterly void, even 
though they may not be expressly forbidden (Cooley’s Constitu- 
tional Limitations, sixth edition, page 207): 5 


ive 


alone this attribute. 
ibility of 8 the | 


But when only the legislative power is delegated to one de mt and the 

dicial to another it is not important that the one should expressly for- 

idden to causes or the other to make laws. Theassumption of the judi- 
cial power by the in tuti beca 


pa inp such a case is unconsti onal, use, 
although not expressly forbidden, it is, nevertheless, inconsistent with the 

visions which have conferred upon another department the power the 
egislature is seeking to exercise. 


The following definition is given by Judge Cooley, page 108: 


And itis said that that which oo a judicial from a legislative act 
is that the one is the determination of what the existing law is in relation to 
some existing thing already done or happened, while the other is a prede- 
termination of what the law shall be for the regulation of all future cases 
falling under its provisions. 

He quotes also the following definition from Ervine's Appeal 
(16 Pa. St., 256, 266): 


That is not legislation which adjudicates in a particular case, prescribes the 


rule cohtrary to the general law, and orders it to be enforced. 
Legislative attempts to decide controversies between individuals 
are therefore held to be void, not merely because they contravene 
provisions of the constitutional bills of rights, but because they are 
not contained within the grant of legislative powers. The latter 
reasoning is applicable as well to controversies between foreign 
bodies as to those between individual citizens of our own country. 
Legislation is always defined as the power to make laws—the 
treaty-making power under our Constitution being regarded as 
quasi legislative (2 Story on the Constitution, 1519). A law is not 
a statement of a fact, but the establishment of a rule of conduct; 
although, of course, rules of evidence may be established by enact- 
ments whose effect is to provide that certain things which are not 
true shall for certain purposes be taken as true. 


VIII. 
THAT THE POWER TO RECOGNIZE BELLIGERENCY OR INDEPENDENCE OF A 


OUT EXCEPTION BY THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH. 

1. Acquiescence by Congress.—It is entirely erroneous to sup- 
pe the present question is a novel one. The boundaries 

the legislative and executive powers in relation to for- 
eign affairs have been debated since the very foundations of the 
Government. The right to recognize the independence of a for- 
eign state was discussed with great ability at the time of the South 
American revolutions, and received some attention again at the 
time of the revolution in Texas. The weight of authority, ! 
lative as well as executive, was strongly against the right of - 
gress to interfere. In each case the ident, when the time 
came for ition, acted in concert with Congress for the ob- 
vious reason that affirmative action might involve the nation in 
war, and thus force Congress to make large appropriations and 
otherwise assist in the settlement of the controversy thus opened. 
The question has occasionally arisen since for discussion, as in 
1864 and 1877. It has never been fully debated, however, since 
the time of Monroe. : 

The number of instances in which the Executive has recognized 
a new foreign power without consulting Congress (because not 
anticipating consequences which made such consultation neces- 
sary) has been very great. Noobjection has been made by Con- 
Riss in any of these instances. The legislative power has thus 

‘or one hundred years impliedly confirmed the view that the right 
to recognize a new foreign 8 belonged to the Executive; 
and if it is correct doctrine that the same power can not be exercised 
for the same p by two different branches of the Govern- 
ment, this implied approval is conclusive of the whole present 
controversy. 

Before quoting the discussions which have arisen directly from 
the point now involved, if may be well to refer to other interest- 
ing Congressional debates upon the general boundaries of the 
treaty-making power. A treaty is, by the ress language of our 
Constitution, part of the supreme lawof the land. In its self-exe- 
cuting provisions, therefore, it repeals all prior acts of Congress 
with which it conflicts, as has re! y been ruled. It may re- 
peal not only acts of Congress, but acts of State legislatures, as by 

ing laws prohibiting aliens from owning real estate. Itmay 
add territory to the Union, asin the cases of Louisiana and Florida, 
in which case concurrence of the legislative branch of the Gov- 
ernment is necessary only in case an cae tae is required for 
the purchase money. It may surrender territory to which the 
United States has long confidently laid claim, as in the case of the 
surrender of Texas by the Spanish treaty of 1819, the surrender of 
a part of Maine by the Ashburton treaty of 1842, and the surren- 
der of British Columbia by the Oregon treaty of 1846. In thecele- 
brated resolution of 1796, with reference to Jay’s treaty, the House 
of Representatives attempted to secure asharein our foreign rela- 
tions, but its claim was denied by the President with the support 
of the Senate. In 1820 the attempt was renewed by Mr. Clay in 
roposing a resolution reciting that as Congress has the power to 
hens of the territory of the United States, no treaty purport- 
ing toalienate any portion thereof is valid without the concurrence 
of Congress.” After opposition by Mr. Lowndes, the leader of the 
House, the resolution was dropped, and the treaty, with its aban- 
donment of Texas, went through without further protest. In 1846 
a large part of the session of Congress was taken up with debates 
over the Oregon boundary question, but when the President and 
the Senate abandoned the whole of our claim to the territory north 
of latitude 49°, the House of Representatives made no protest. 

Many treaties imperatively demand Congressional legislation in 
order to carry out the good faith of the Government. The fact, 
therefore, that, whether by affording a casus belli or otherwise, 
the treaty-making power is one which enables the President and 
Senate to force the hand of the House of Representatives, as it 
enables them to repeal almost any previous legislation in which 
the House of Representatives has taken part, does not affect the 
existence of this power as an Executive function. 

There are, as has already been stated, two ways in which the 
existence of a new foreign sovereignty would naturally be recog- 
nized: First, and most properly, by the President alone in receiv- 
ing its envoy; and, second, by the President and Senate in sending 
an envoy (the latter method not needing previous legislation, as 
the envoy would be an officer whose position is established by the 
Constitution itself, and who could either give his services gratui- 
tously or be reimbursed ont of a contingent fund, as was done in 
the case of President Monroe's Saith American commissioners in 
1818). Clearly a recognition by treaty would be proper, and a 
claim by the House of resentatives of a superior right would 
be resented by the Senate as an infrin ent of its prerogatives 


in its executive functions. But the right of the President to act 
in this way upon consultation with the Senate is no higher than 
his right to proceed in the other and more customary way entirely 


upon his own responsibility. 
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SOUTH AMERICAN REVOLUTIONS UNDER MONROE'S ADMINISTRATION. 
pparently the first discussion of the right to recognize a for- 


. eign power was in 1818 in reference to the new Republics of Buenos 
A „Colombia, and Chile. Statesmen took part in those debates 
whe ware familiar with all of our history after 1789, and the state- 
ments that the question then raised was a novel one may be ac- 
8 as true. i 
ese discussions were precipitated by Mr. Henry Clay, then 
Speaker of the House of sentatives. It will be remembered 
that the recognition of the South American republics was his 
measure and the one upon whose success he was mainly basing 
his aspirations for future leadership; and that he was assuming a 
ition of opposition to President Monroe and his Cabinet, whose 
ds he was endeavoring to force, claiming that they were lag- 
gua in this matter. The fact, therefore, that he never in these 
ebates claimed any power in Congress to recognize the independ- 
ence of a foreign government by a 3 or joint resolu- 
tion is one of very great weight. He clearly bore in mind during 
the whole controversy the distinction between legislative and non- 
legislative measures, and endeavored in vain to find some method 
of accomplishing his desires by genuine legislation which should 
be within the constitutional powers of the House over which he 
presided and in whose debates he took, at the same time, a leading 


part. 

On March 24, 1818 (Annals of Congress, page 1468), he be 
the contest in Committee of the Whole upon the appropriation 
bill, by a motion to amend the bill so as to SE DUNEN the sum 
of $18,000 as the outfit and one year’s salary of a minister to be 
deputed from the United States to the independent provinces of 
the River Plata in South America. 

He accompanied this motion with some remarks upon the ques- 
tion involved in his motion of a formal recognition of the inde- 
pendence of the South American States mentioned. 

Evidently his attention was called over night to the uncon- 
stitutional feature of his proposition in that it purported to recog- 
nize independence before the Executive acted, for on the 
following day he redrafted his amendment and put it in the fol- 
lowing form (page 1500): 

For one year's salary and an outfit to a minister to the united provinces of 
the Rio de la Plata, the salary to commence and the outfit to be paid when- 
ever the President shall deem it expedient to send a minister to the said 
united provinces, a sum not exceeding $18,000. 


In his speech upon this amendment he said, in answer to the 
objection that the Executive had not yet acted (page 1499): 


If we make the previous appropriation we act upon our constitutional re- 
sponsibility, and the President rwards will proceed upa his; and so if he 
make the previous appointment. * * Each branch of Government, mov- 
ing in its proper sphere, would act with as much freedom for the influence 
of the other as was practically attainable. 

There was great reason, Mr. C. contend 
the Ameri Government, in there being a ‘ect understanding between 
the legislative and the executive branches in relation to the owledg- 
ment.of a new power.. Everywhere else the porer of declaring war resid 
with the executive. Here it was deposited wi 
to his opinion, there were even a risk that 
state ht lead to war, it was advisable that the step should not be taken 
without a previous knowledge of the will of the 5 branch. He was 

to give to the President all the confidence which he must derive 
from the unequivocal expression of our will. This expression he knew might 
be given in the form of an abstract resolution declaratory of that will; but 
he preferred at this time proposing an act of practical legislation. 

He expressed his conviction (page 1500): 

Sr bel eg yik aaa 1 Aad the sewer elas power. 
peculiar ess we might express in an on our senti- 
ments, leaving him to the exercise of a just and 9 discretion. 

Mr. Clay was answered by Mr. Forsyth, of Georgia, afterwards 
Secretary of State, and then the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. Mr. Forsyth said upon this point (page 1502): 

Another objection, not less obvious, was presented by the constitutional 
division of the powers of the Government. Heretofore the President and 
Senate were left to the exclusive management of the foreign intercourse of 
the United States. Ministers were received from other powers, and sent 
from this country to other governments with whom political or commercial 
interest required us to negotiate, and the House of Representatives conten 
itself with its constitutional check upon the exercise of this authority, sa 
fied that they could at all times prevent its improvident exertion by with- 
holding appropriations from those missions the publicinterest did not require. 

Mr. Forsyth proceeded with these significant remarks (page 

1503): 

Were it really true that the Executive rate had discovered a erim- 

inal indifference on this subject, Mr. F. said he would be an opi the most 


from the peculiar character of 


eager to express such an opinion in the only form in which an opinion could 
be expressed, by a resolution of the House 8 and openl g its 
dislike of the course which had been 


ursued and recommen the neces-, 
sary chi . * * * Let us not at least pretend to give the Executive a 
discretion already possessed, thus diminiching his responsibility without 
adding to our own. 


The most important speech against Mr. Clay’s resolution 
to have been made by Mr. Lowndes, of South Carolina, then 
chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, and universally 
acknowledged to be the leader of the House. Mr. Lowndes spoke 
for an hour and a half (page 1525), but unfortunately his speech 
has not been preserved, except so far as it may be gathered from 
references by the other speakers. He said (page 1526) “that 
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it is the exclusive right ee Executive to manage our foreign 


relations;“ that (page 1607) this was a wise provision; that “we 
should poon a single front,” since the President only can com- 
municate, negotiate, and treat with foreign nations (page 1571). 
Mr. Smith, of Maryland, one of the oldest and most prominent 
members of the House, opposed the proposition as novel and 
wholly unprecedented,” saying (page 1538): 
tution has to I ti ; to the Presi- 
ee "im nates Yo 
us to interfere with his powers; his plans may be digested with om; our 
interference might destroy them, and Ronen at the moment when they 
would otherwise have succeeded. Each branch had better confine itself to 
the duties assigned to it by the Constitution. 
Referring to the conduct of our first Administration during the 
French Revolution, he said (page 1539): 
Did Con; on that occasion direct the conduct of General Washin 2 
Did that Co 2> 


ment; they sustained him by no act. Let us act in like manner by the pres- 
ent ef Magistrate; ot asked for our assistance; he has asked no 
outfit for a When he does, it will be time to consider 


the subject. 

Mr. Smyth, of Virginia ia, made a long argument upon the consti- 
tutional question in favor of the position that the measure pro- 
posed is an act of usurpation, an invasion of the executive author- 
ity” (page 1570). He said (pages 1570 and 1571): 

The Constitution grants to the President, by and with the 23 ofthe 

© 


Senate, power to 2 ambassadors and public rs and 
the usage of the Government. it is the President who 


treaties. According 
receives all foreign ministers and who determines what foreign rs 
shall or shall not be received. It is by the exercise of some one of these 


powers, in neither of which has this House any participation, that a foreign 
power must be Ow! . Thus the acknowledgment of the independ- 
ence of a new power is an exercise of executive authority; consequently, for 
Congress to direct the Executive how he exercise this power is an act 
of usurpation. To give such direction must 


shall have any effect. * * You possess the power of impeachment, 
con: penay may discuss and by resolution express an opinion on any past 
act, either of the executive or of the judiciary, but you have no right to give 
a di ion to either. The President is responsible for the proper execution 
of his constitutional powers; he may be punished for abusing them or for 
neglect of his duty. House is the proper body to prosecute him if he 
shail fail to do his duty. e i 


Mr. Holmes, of Massachusetts (Maine), also one of the leaders, 
and speaking in support of the amendment, claimed that it was 
only in aid of the President, and not an interference with his dis- 
cretion (page 1583). Mr. Henry St. George Tucker, of Virginia, 
took the same ground (pages 1589-1591, and 1596), saying: 

We command nothing—we leave everything tothe control of the Executive 
discretion. 

Mr. Clay, in summing up the debate, said (pages 1607 and 1608): 


That no of the Constitution had said which should have precedence— 

an appropriation for 

They} anguja be sim 

act of a g for pay should precede the sending of the minister 

* [auoting certain acts], from w „he said, that Congress 
theory of the Constitution 

ent of the Government must 


act within its own sphere, 3 and on its own respo) ity. * + = 
Mr. C. said kis eer. of the Constitution on this subject was that 
Con; had the right to appropriate money for foreign missions—the Presi- 
dent the power to use it. Both being before —the power oe er 


means of executing it—the President would judge on his own 
whether or not it was expedient to exercise it. In this course, Mr. C. sa 
each department of the Government would act independently without influ- 
ence from or without interference with each other. 

Mr. Clay, in the same speech, made the following further remarks 
(pages 1616 and 1618): 

There are three modes under our Constitution in which a nation ma 

: By the executive receiving a minister; secondly, by its sen 
one thither; and. — 2 this House e ey Hace the right to reeog- 
nize in the exercise of the constitutional power of Congress to regulate for- 
eign commerce. To receive a minister from a foreign power is an on 
that the party sending him is sovereign and independent. So the sen a 
minister, as ministers are never sent but to sovere: powers, isa recogni on 
of the independence of the power to whom the minister is sent. T 
House, Mr. C. said, had the incontestable right to 8 a foreign nation 
in the exercise of its power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, Sup- 
pone: for example, we passed an act to poe trade between the United 
existence of the na 


tates and Buenos Ayres, the tion would be thereby rec- 


ognized, as we could not regulate trade with a nation which does not exist, 


Mr. Clay always maintained that the clause that Congress had 
power to regulate commerce with foreign nations gave Congress 
the power to recognize the independence of a foreign country; 
but, although he was often very anxious to secure such a recogni- 
tion by legislative action, he never found any practical means of 
carrying out his theory. 

The practical construction of the Constitution from the begin- 
ning has shown that the theory is unsound for the following rea- 
son: That a regulation of commerce need not apply to the whole 
of the territory of any foreign nation. In other words, if a foreign 
nation is divided into various provinces, colonies, etc., Court 
has the undoubted power to e regulations of commerce whi 
shall apply to only one or more of such subdivisions. Such regu- 
lations might be casus belli, but do not constitute recognitions of 
the indepéndence of the subdivision with which commerce is 


be 


One very ancient provision is that by which commercial regu- 
lations are made to depend upon the panion whether importa- 
tions are from this side of the Cape of Hope or beyond it— 
a line which 8 no national boundary. This distinction 
| firms from the First Congress, which was controlled by the men 
who established the Constitution, and which itself adopted the 
first ten amendments. (Act of July 31, 1789, chapter 5, section 2; 
act of August 4, 1790, chapter 35, sections 2 and 39.) Section 3095 
of the Revised Statutes provides for importations into the col- 
lection districts ‘‘adjoining the Dominion of Canada.” This is 
evidently intended to apply to importations from Canada, as it 
its importations in a manner which would not be applicable 
to transatlantic commerce. This provision is taken from section 
92 of the revenue-collection act of 1799, which also applied to the 
icts on the rivers of Ohio and Mississippi.” ese districts 
adjoined the Spanish province of Louisiana; but no similar priv- 
es were permitted to the Spanish province of Florida. 
n act of 1866 (Revised Statutes, sections 2508 and 2509) makes 
a special regulation with regard to certain commerce with New 
Brunswick. Special regulations with respect to tonnage fees 
affect the Dominion of Canada alone (sections 1722 and 4222). 
These statutes speak of that Dominion as if it were an independ- 
ent power, but never have been considered as importing a recog- 
nition of an unclaimed independence. The power of Congress 
would be very much cut down if it had in each regulation of 
commerce to treat a foreign nation as a whole. 

Section 3006 recognizes ‘‘the proper authorities of the British 
Provinces.” Section 3008 makes special ations with regard 
to forfeitures of merchandise from the British North American 
Provinces.” Section 3002 makes special provision for exportations 
to Chihuahua, in Mexico. (See also sections 3003 and 3004.) Spe- 
cial privileges were given to merchandise imported from the 
British North American Provinces adjoining the United States” 
by an act of 1846 (Revised Statutes, 3053). Further privileges 
are given by an act of 1850 (section 3054) and by an act of 1845 
(section 3056). Another act of 1850 provides for reciprocity in 
certain matters with ‘‘the colonies hereinafter mentioned,” 
namely, Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, 
and Prince Edwards Island, or either of them.” 

The act of May 24, 1890, ope 292, provides that certain privi- 
leges to Canadian vessels s cease when a ‘‘reciprocal privilege 
has been annulled, revoked, or rendered inoperative by said Gov- 
ernment of the Dominion of Canada.” Does this recognize the 
independence of that Government?“ 

To claim that the power to regulate commerce with foreign na- 
tions involved a recognition of the independence of the nations 
with whom commerce is regulated would imply that no nation 
which is not independent can regulate commerce. It is, on the 
con’ , a familiar fact that Canada and many other colonies of 
Great Britain regulate their own commerce with practical inde- 
pendence to that extent. 

From 1789 to the present day the legislative branch of our Gov- 
ernment to make a regulation of foreign commerce turn upon the 
ind dence of the country whose commerce is to be regulated, 
while to give the word “nations” in the Constitution so narrow 
a ve py Heche give to the grant of legislative powers an unsus- 
pected and unreasonable interpretation. 

Mr. Clay declared (page 1616) that all he desired by the present 
amendment was to convey to the President an expression of our 
willingness that the Government of Buenos Ayres should be recog- 
nized. His amendment, however, was defeated by a vote of 115 
gh (page 1646) on March 28, 1818. FEENS 2 

e previous evening, as reported by John Quincy Adams, 
then Secretary of State, President Monroe had had an herea 
with a member of the Senate with reference to the power in ques- 
tion, and had informed the Senator that he was very willing to 
receive advice as to the feelings of Congress, complaining only of 
“the , acrimonious course pursued by Mr. 558.85 He also 
said with reference to Cabinet meetings in the fall of 1817 (4 
Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, page 71): 

That at the time the questions were proposed whether the Executive was 
ae Pg to owl the independence of Buenos Ayres, and, if so, 
whether it was expedient; that it had been concluded the Executive was 
com: t; but that it was not expedient to take the step without the cer- 
tainty of ae eet in it by the public opinion, which, if decidedly 
favorable to measure, would be ested by measures of Congress. 

This remark possibly referred to a Cabinet meeting on Decem- 
ber 6, 1817, with reference to Mr. Clay’s then projected motion 

acknowledge the Government of Buenos Ayres and perhaps 
ile” (id., page 28). ° 

Doubtless the failure to offer this motion was due to Mr. Clay’s 
conviction that it would be unconstitutional and therefore inef- 
fective. The President had already during the recess of Congress 
consulted the Cabinet as to an immediate recognition of Buenos 
Ayres (id., page 13). 

On January 2, 1819, (id., pages 204 and 206), Monroe’s Cabinet 

idered the question of the power to ize Buenos A 

„Calhoun 


vised acting in concurrence with Great tain 


(an act clearly 838 only by the Executive). Mr. Crawford 
advised acting by sending a minister there— 


which would give 
nt- 


President, laughing, said = -e 
over us, it would be quite convenient to have them thus pledged beforehand. 

Mr. Adams thought that the first minister should come from the 
country seeking recognition, and said: 


As to im t, Iwas willing to take my share of risk of it for this 
measure whenever the 3 Should deem it h instead of 


5 

I would expressly avoid that form of d 
rega the concurrence of those bodies. It was. I had no 
stitution, an act of the Executive og eek A exer- 
cised it in recognizing the French Republic by the reception of Mr. Genet. 
Mr. Madison had exercised it by declining several years to receive, and by 
finally receiving Mr. Onis; and in this instance I thought the Executive 
ought carefully to preserve entire the authority given him by the Constitu- 


tion, and not weaken it by setting the dont of either House of 
Congress exclusive 2 duty to perform, 


a party to an act which it was 

Mr. Crawford said: 

He did h a but admit: that th tion 
C F 

On March 30. 1818, Mr. Clay's amendment, which had been made 
in Committee of the Whole for the purpose of taking the yeas and 
nays, was renewed by Mr. Anderson, of Kentucky, when the bill 
was reported to the House. The only speech on the renewal of 
the motion was made by Mr. John C. Spencer, of New York, who 
said (page 1654): 

I believe most firmly that we have the constitutional power to legislate on 
this and every other subject connected with our foreign relations or with the 
regulation of commerce. I hold it to be a power concurrent with that of the 

... Gt me tae ng eye vg t which 


nal evidence of that claim. Since, then, no can flow from its adoption 
because it will be left to the Executive * + è let usadvance an 
share with the Executive that which now rests with him, 


which must in any event chiefly continue with him. 


The motion was again defeated by a vote of 115 to 45 (page 1655). 

The position thus taken by Mr. Spencer is clearly correct from 
a constitutional J see of view. A provision for a foreign mission 
whenever the ident shall deem it expedient” to send a min- 
ister is a strictly legislative act. The objection to the resolution 
is not in its words, but in its probable effect. It was premature, 
and thus likely to embarrass executive in its diplomatic work, 
and thus postpone rather than hasten the end which all desired. 

On May 10, 1820, the House of tatives debated the fol- 
lowing resolution, introduced by Mr. Clay (Annals of Congress, 
page 2223): > 

That it is mt to provide by law asuitable 
Resolved, expedie: + by 3 outfit and sala: 


for es eg or ministers as AR 2 th nel age 5 
consen © Senate, may send any vernmen: u 
blished and are S thelr independence of 


America which have esta’ 
Spain. 


This resolntion was opposed by John Sergeant and by Lowndes, 
but was carried, amid much surprise, by a vote of 80 to 75 (Id., page 
2230; 5 Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, page 108). 

Mr. Lowndes, at an earlier period of same session, had 
endeavored to force the hand of the President by legislation, intro- 
ducing a bill authorizing and directing him to occupy Florida and 
establish a temporary government there. - 

On February 9, 1821, Mr. Clay again moved his ten-thousand- 
dollar ere riation for a minister to any South American govern- 
ment which has established and is 5 den 
of Spain.” The resolution was opposed by Lowndesand Fi OG aa 
defeated by a vote of 86 to 79. (Annals of Congress, 1071 
and 1077.) On the following day he introduced the following 
resolution (page 1081): 
of the United States in de oe aaia they s ee toy te —.— of 
the unre provinces.of South America which are to establish 
their liberty and independence, and that it will give its ‘tutional su; 
port to the President of the United States whenever he may deem it expedi- 
ent to recognize the sovereignty and independence of any of the said 
provinces. 

A debate ensued upon this resolution, in which some members 
opposed it as an encroachment upon the Executive, while others 
defended it as not 3 to interfere with his discretion, but 
merely assuring him of the support of Congress if he should decide 
to take afflrmative action. Others still somewhat curiously in- 
sisted that the recognition of a new foreign government must be 
a conjoint action of the three branches—legislative, executive, and 
judicial. 

: John Sergeant, of Philadelphia, a well-known commentator of 
the Constitution, and one of the leaders of the American bar, as 
well as chairman of the Judiciary Committee, declared the inter 

est of the House in the success of the South American revolutions 
and its willingness to support the President ‘‘ whenever he may 
deem it e nt to recognize the sovereignty and epi sense es 
of any of said provinces.” Mr. Sergeant stated his objections 
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to the last clause of the resolution as follows (Annals of Congress, 
1820 and 1821, page 1089): 
i ‘ „that it expresses an individual opin- 
EO a ee eee must 8 T ee opin 
is not a legislative act, and is not to lead to a legi: ve act; that it con- 
f a declaration by which neither this House, the President, nor the Sen- 
ate would be bound; that it would involve the House in difficulties on a con- 
stitutional ground; that if Congress wish a recognition. having the power 
‘equally with the executive, they should effectuate their wish by a legislative 
ideas SEER bn eas Gln meter ae the SANS DA a breach ot tmp 
3 was important that this House should not disturb the har- 
mony of the different de ents of the Government as adjusted by the 
Constitution itself, and t it should not rush from its sphere and jostle 
others in their course. 

Apparently Mr. Sergeant, while conceding the constitutional 
queston to be an open one 3 as he was to a hostile House), 
Was himself of ee opinion that a concession of this right to Con- 
gress would ‘‘disturb the harmony of the different departments 
of the Government as adjusted by the Constitution itself.” He 
was referred to by another member as an upholder of the execu- 
tive power (page 1087). 

Mr. Clay (page 1088) „concluded that both © and the 
Executive had this power, but that the most regular, ordinary, 
and usual course was by the Executive, and it was therefore proper 
to assure him of the support of this House.” His conclusion as to 
Congressional power probably was based upon his argument above 

noted concerning the commerce clause of the Constitution. The 
st clause of the resolution was carried by a vote of 134 to 2; the 
second clause by a vote of 87 to 68. 7 
Mr. Adams says of this resolution that it “was niously 
adapted to its only object, which was that of covering its defeat 


of the preceding day.” (5 Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, page 
268.) 


A committee of two members was appointed to lay these resolu- 
tions before the President. Mr. Clay, on February 19 (pages 
1179 and 1180), made the following report from the committee: 

That the committee had, according 


respect for the distinguished body from which it had emanated. 


It will be noticed that this age would apply equally well 
to a resolution presented by any State legislature. 

On January 31, 1822, Mr. Trimble of Kentucky, one of the most 
radical supporters of Mr. Clay, introduced a joint resolution, b 
which the President was authorized and requested to acknowl- 
edge the independence of the Republics of Colombia,” and to ex- 
change ministers; and declaring that “Such of the Spanish prov- 
inces in South America as have established and are maintaining 
their independence of Spain ought, in like manner, to be acknowl- 
2 Riz po she beintare: b was a covert e to 3 d the 

tion o e legislature, N ing a power authorize" 
without assuming to direct. At Mr. Trimble’s request it was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union (page 982), but wasthere dropped. Meanwhile, on January 
80, the House, on motion of Mr. Nelson of Virginia, had requested 
the President to lay before it the documents bearing on the South 
American question ‘‘as it may be consistent with the public inter- 
est to communicate.” (P 825, 828.) ` 

In response thereto the ident sent in his well-known mes- 
sage of Masel 8, 1822 (Annals of Congress, page 1238), in which, 
after stating that in his opinion the time had come to recognize 
these Republics, he said: 

Should concur in the view herein presented, they will doubtless 
abe gy pro; ty of making the necessary appropriations for carrying it into 
e a a 

This message hè prefaced with the statement that he considered 
it his duty— 

To invite the attention of Congress to a very ag se ery subject, and to 
communicate the sentiments of the Executive on it, that should Congress 
entertain other sentiments, then there may besuch ration between the 
two departments of the Governments as their ve rights and duties 
may require, 

This clearly refers to the right of the executive department 

President) to receive ministers, the right of the executive de 
ment (President and Senate) to send ministers in return, and the 
right of the legislative department to decide whether or not these 
e ministers should be paid salaries and provided with suitable 
outfits. : 

The House resolutions, very carefully drawn with reference to 
the distribution of constitutional power, were passed substantiall 
as reported from the Foreign Affairs Committee by Mr. Russell, 
of Massachusetts (pages 1320 and 1402): 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives concur in the opinion ex- 

by the President in — oap the Sth of March. 1822. that the late 
American provinces of Spain which have declared their independence and 
are in the enjoyment of it ought to be recognized by the United States as 
independent nations. 
‘esolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to 


R 
bill 
a a 1 a sum nat 1 2 $100,000 to enable the President of the | has heret 


ve due effect to 


It has been claimed by some that President Monroe finally 


admitted power in the legislative branch to re ize a new gov- 
ernment. This is not correct. What he did acknowledge was 
the importance of consulting the legislative branch when a atep, 
was about to be taken whose expediency might be doubted, an 
which would 3 result in a request for appropriations. 

A note by the President, supposed to date from 1820 or 1821, 
has been found among his papers. It seems to refer to the resolu- 
tion of May 10, 1820, or February 10, 1821. Referring to the atti- 
tude which had been taken by the Administration, he said: 

It is believed that that attitude would have been perfectly ante, while it 
was undoubtedly very strong and 8 The vote of the House of Rep- 
resentatives reenforced it, and being not obligatory as a measure, t not 
to be considered in any other light. It is hoped t it will not. that 
side, it must be admitted, is the ger. 


TEXAS. 

Early in 1836 resolutions of the legislature of Connecticut and 
various memorials were referred to the Committee on Forei 
Relations of the Senate, praying for the recognition of the inde- 

ndence of Texas. Mr. Clay, on June 18, 1836, See the fol- 

owing Senate resolution (Gales & Seaton, page 1848): ; 

Resolved, That the independence of Texas ought to be 8 yii the 
United States whenever satisfactory information shall be received t it has 


in successful operation a civil government capable of performing the duties 
and fulfilling the obligations of an independent power. 
Mr. Clay said (pages 1847 and 1848): 

The recognition of Texas as an independent pcwer may be made by the 
United States in various ways: First, by treaty; second, by the pasaga a a 
law regulai commercial intercourse between the two powers; t by 
oer a diplomatic t to Texas, with the usual credentials; or, lastly, 
by the Executive receiving and accrediting a diplomatic representative from 
Texas, which would be a recognition as far as the Executive only is compe- 
tent to make it. In the first apd third modes the concurrence of che Senate 
in its executive character would be necessary; and in the second, in its l 
lative character. The Senate alone, without the cooperation of some other 
branch of the Government, is not competent to ree the existence of any 


power. 

The President of the United States, by the Constitution, has the charge of 
their foreign intercourse. Regularly ought to take the initiative in the 
acknowledgment of the independence of any new power. But in this case 
he has not yet done it for reasons which he without doubt deams sufficient. 
If in any instance the President should be tardy, he may be quickened in 
the exercise of his power by the expression of the opinion, or by other acts, 
of one or both branches of Congress, as was done in relation to the republics 
formed out of Spanish America. 


These remarks show that Mr. Clay still maintained the theory 
of the right of recognition under the commerce clause; a theory 
which, as already pointed out, is based upon misapprehension, 
and which has never yet been expressed in any practical form. 

It is clear that Mr, Clay did not consider that the Senate “in 
its legislative character” could take part in the recognition of a 
foreign government by a direct declaration. 

The resolution is merely an expression of the sense of the Sen- 
ate, and is of unquestionable constitutionality. 

In the debate upon the resolution on July 1, Mr. Preston said 
“that he had with difficulty restrained himself from offering an 
amendment to recognize the independence of Texas immediately.” 
Mr. Webster said (page 1915): 


He was to go so far as to vote funds to enable the President to send 
outa proper minister. But against a direct recognition he thought SoS 


roi oe It was the proper function of the 
take the lead matter. =) 


The resolution was adopted 5 (page 1928). 

In the House of resentatives, Mr. Bell moved on June 27 for 
an outfit and salary for a minister to Texas. His resolution was 
laid on the table by a vote of 135 to 56, on the ground that the For- 
eign Relations Committee had the matter under advisement (page 
4499). On July 4 that committee ir ge through its chairman, 
Mr. John Y. Mason, of Virginia. is report sets up no claim 
that Congress has the right to recognizea foreign power. 
(Report No. 854, Twenty-fourth Congress, first session): 

By the Constitution of the United States the duty of conducting negotia- 
ee and als 5 our relations with fo states is devolved on 

Two resolutions were reported by Mr. Mason, the first being 
similar to that which had been adopted by the Senate, and the sec- 
ond expressing pleasure that the President had taken steps to 
inquire into the matter. The House was about to adjourn sine 
die, and hence the resolutions were passed under the previous 
question, cutting off the desire of John Quincy Adams and others 
to debate them (page 4621). 

At the following session, on December 21, 1836, President Jackson 
sent in his well-known message, stating in detail the considera- 
tions that have governed the Executive in 3 oc 
the ground previously taken in the contest between Mexico an 
Texas.” It contains the following familiar passage (Gales & 
Seaton, pages 1138 and 1139): 


In the preamble to the resolution of the House of Representatives it is dis- 
tinctly intimated that the expediency of recognizing the independence of 
Texas should be left to the decision of Con; In this view, on the ground 
of expediency, I am disposed to concur, and do not therefore consider it nec- 


It says 


essary to express any opinion as to the strict constitutional right of the Exec- 
utive, either apart from or in conjunction with the Senate, over the subject. 
resumed that on no future occasion will a dispute arise, as none 
‘ore occurred, between the Executive and Legislature 

recognition. Itwill always be considered 


It is to be 


emer 


of the power of 
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the spirit of the Constitution, and most safe, that it should be exercised, when 


probably leading to war, with a previous understanding with that body by 
hom war can p — be d and by whom all the provisions for sus - 
its perils must be furnished. Its submission to Congress, which repre- 
sents in one of its branches the States of this Union and in the other the 
le of the United States, where there may be reasonable ground to appre- 
end so grave a consequence, would certainly afford the fullest satisfaction to 
our own 3 and a perfect guarantee to all other nations, of the justice 
and prudence of the measures which ht be adopted,—Congressional De- 
bates, Volume XIII, part 1, pages 1138 and 1139. 

President Jackson plainly was of the opinion that in a doubtful 
case, when international complications might be involved, the 
President should not recognize a revolutionary government with- 
out the assent of Congress. His lan e is so carefully guarded 
that no inference can be made with entire confidence as to the 
8 course if the Executive were strongly of the opinion that 

acts qustifying the gg Sage of independence did not exist. 

On January 11, 1837, Mr. Walker, of gc wih ge offered in the 
Senate a resolution (not a joint resolution) which recited the prac- 
tical independence of Texas, and resolved as follows: 

It is expedient and pi r,and in perfect conformity with the laws of 
nations and the practice of this Government in like cases, that the independ- 
ent tical existence of said State be acknowledged by the Government of 
the United States. 

The resolution was not adopted until March 1 (page 1013). 

In the House the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which the 
message had been referred, reported the following resolution from 
Mr. Howard on February 21 (page 1880): 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be directed to in 
the bill for the civil and diplomatic expenses for the Government a salary 
ma outfit for such public agent as the President may determine to send to 

XAS. 

On February 27 a motion was made to amend the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill by inserting the following provision (page 
2010): 


For an outfit and salary of a diplomatic agent to be sent to the independent 
Republic of Texas escent dollars. 


The ropa amendment was vigorously debated as to the exist- 
enceof independenceand the advisability of 8 Little 
was said as to the representative functions of the Executive and 


the hh eg 
Mr. John Quincy Adams said (page 2060): 


ition of 
is Goy- 


and he, Mr. A.. was not willing to set 
on the part of the legislative body without recommen: 
Mr. Hamer, answering this argument on behalf of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, said (page 2061): 
The Executive had referred it to us for the expression of an opinion on our 
part, He did not choose to act without some such expression. Why, then, 
o we send it back to him without action on the of Congress? Let us 
give an intimation of our wishes on the subject w will respond tothe call 
of the President, and serve as a guide to his proceedings in the future. 


Mr. Shepard moved the following amendment, which was ac- 

cepted (page 2064): 

enever the President of the United States shall receive satisfactory 
evidence that Texas is an independent power, and that it is expedient to 
appoint such a minister. 

Thereupon, on the suggestion of Mr. Cambreleng, the constitu- 
tional doubt as to the propriety of the provision was removed by 
striking out the word independent” before the words Republic 
of Texas.” 

It thus appears that great care was taken by both Houses not 
to assume for the legislative branch any (aden directly to recog- 
nize a new foreign government, but that the responsibility was 
left entirely with the Executive. 

Not even in connection with the recognition of the South Amer- 
ican Republics have the real facts been so misunderstood as here, 
MISSION TO MEXICO, 1842. 

On Spo 18, 1842, in the debate upon the appropriation act, Mr. 
Linn, of New York, moved tostrike out the provision for a minis- 
ter to Mexico. In the course of his remarks he said (Congres- 
sional Globe, Appendix, page 514): 

One of the most ol pany a functions bestowed on the Executive of this 
Wim wet ecpcinats teva AE ev DAOA EITO iver dex IOA meine 

use as a coor 

rather incidental than direct or express, and yet may as it should, be 


h potent and controlling. Accordingly, from the or; f this 
5 a to the Prat time, this House has exe: yower: hoo 


tive form, of either confining the appropriations within the limits 
ben Rhy 5 and discretion or of Wichholding them from — . — 
© service. 


Mr. Linn then proceeded to show how powerful a weapon this 
right to on sopas or withhold appropriations had beco; 
ckens, in re 


me. 
A ply, made the following remarks (Congres- 
gional Globe, page 418): 
o did not intend to enter into this debate, but when he heard the remarks 
the tleman from New York he could not repress the f. they ex 
ted. He believed that some alterations in our diplomatic arrangements 
„ but he was mat 


g to leave that ter to the direction of 


1 who was constitutionally charged with it. 
The debate upon Mr. Linn’s amendment was protracted and 
g, but no further references were made to the constitu- 
question; and the amendment was finally withdrawn. 


get 


OREGON, 1846. 

In the Presidential campaign of 1844 one of the issues was the 
maintenance of the claim of the United States that Oregon ex- 
tended to latitude 54° 40’, or the southern boundary of Russian 
America, President Polk was elected partly upon this issue. At 
that time, by the conventions of October 20, 1818, and October 6, 
1827, the United States and Great Britain were in joint occupancy 
of the disputed territory, an peg ee which either contracti 
party could, ‘‘in case either should think fit at any time after 
20th of October, 1828, on giving due notice of twelve months to 
the other contracting party, terminate.” Early in 1846 it was 
understood that the Administration were contemplating the sur- 
render of our claim to the whole of Oregon north of latitude 49°, 
This called forth a number of resolutions in both Houses of Con- 
po with the aim of forcing the President's hand by compelling 

to give notice of termination of the joint oceupancy. 

In the Senate Mr. Hannegan, of Indiana, introduced a resolution 
declaring that our title extended to latitude 54° 40, and that its 
abandonment would be dishonorable. Mr. Calhoun introduced a 
set of resolutions, including the following: 

Resolved, That the power of treaties embraces that of settling and 
fixing boundaries between the territories and possessions of the United 
Statesand those of other powers in cases of conflicting claims between them 
in reference to the same. 

Senator Haywood, of North Carolina, pronounced both sets of 
resolutions as premature, the President as yet having taken no 
action (Congressional Globe Appendix, page 46), Mr. Calhoun’s 
resolutions also expressing views upon the question. 

On January 8, 1846, the Committee on Foreign Affairs reported 
a joint resolution in mandatory form that the President give the 
desired notice. On February 10 this was taken up for considera- 
tion, together with Mr. Hannegan’s and Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions, 
and a resolution of Mr. Orittenden 3 President to 
give the notice in his discretion 350 and 351). ' 

Meanwhile the Committee on Foreign Relations of the House of 

resentatives, through Mr. ©. J. Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania, 
had also re a joint resolution directing the President to give 
this notice. The minority of ho committee (Messrs. Garrett 
Davis, of Kentucky; Truman Smith, of Connecticut, and Caleb B, 
, afterwards in Lincoln’s Cabinet) reported that it is nota 
matter for the decision of Congress, and upon it this House at pres- 
ent refrains from expression of any opinion” (pages 188 and 139.) 
: on oat 9 the majority resolution was adopted by a vote of 

o 54. 

The Senate debated the various resolutions until April 16, when, 
on motion of Senator Allen, of Ohio, that of the House of re- 
sentatives was substituted for the one which had been repo to 
the Senate. Mr. Reverdy Johnson then moved a substitute simi- 
lar to the Crittenden resolution, containing the words “at his dis- 
cretion,” Mr. Breese, of Illinois, moved to strike out the words “at 
his discretion.” The motion was defeated, 30 to 22, and Mr. John- 
son’s adopted, 30 to 24. The resolution was then passed, 40 to 14 
(pages 680-683). 

On 25 5 18 the House of Representatives, on motion of Mr, 
Robert Dale Owen, of Indiana, struck out the words at his dis- 
cretion” and inserted the words ‘‘as ia eect by a vote of 100 
to 87, and the resolution as thus amended passed, 144 to 40 ( 

691 and 692). A conference committee was appointed, arh pai 
of Messrs. Berrien, Corwin, and Haywood from the Senate, an 
C. J. Ingersoll, Owen, and Hilliard from the House (pages 70: 
and 704). This committee reported a resolution 5 
the form proposed by Mr. Johnson, and it was carried in the Sen, 
ate by a vote of 42 to 10, and in the House by a vote of 142 to6 
(pages 717, 720, and 721). The resolution, omitting the preamble, 
was as follows: ; 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in ss assembled, That the President of the United States 
and he is hereby, authorized, at his discretion, to give to the Government 
Great Bri o notice required by the second cle of the said convention 
of the 6th of August, 1827, for the abrogation of the same. 

It was approved April 27, 1846. (9 Stat., 10.) 

In June of the same year the President, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, by treaty abandoned our claim to the terri- 
tory north of latitude 49°. This treaty became part of the supreme 
law of the land, although not concurred in by the legislative 
branchof the Government (the Senate acting in its executive capac- 
ity). It was even an irrepealable law, for the territory in dispute 
haying been once surrendered to Great Britain, it was no longer 
in the power of any branch of our Government to recover it, except 
by arms. The question was one of vastly greater importance than 
the mere recognition of a new foreign government, but the House 
of Representatives entered no protest. 

RECIPROCITY TREATY OF 1854. * 

This treaty also contained a provision for its termination upon 
one year’s notice. It provided for reciprocal free trade 3 
the contracting parties in certain articles, and therefore entirely 
disarranged the revenue system at the time of the war. The notice 

terminate it was given in pursuance of a joint resolution — 

anuary 18, 1865 (13 Stat., 566), Which not only passed the 
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without question on the ground of its interference with executive 
functions, but was approved by President Lincoln, who in the 
previous year had taken very high ground against the right of 
the legislative branch of the Government to recognize or refuse to 
recognize a foreign government. The desire for the termination 
of this treaty was almost unanimous, The only references to any 
constitutional question were raised by Mr. Collamer, of Vermont 
(Congressional Globe, pages 210 and 211), who took the ground 
that a treaty interfering with the revenue system of the Govern- 
ment was either unconstitutional or at least inconsistent with the 
theory of the Constitution except so far as it might be ratified by 
statute. Mr. Collamer stated t the Cabinet of which he had 
been a member was of this opinion, and for that reason disapproved 
of the proposed reciprocity treaty. r 

Either to this reason or because of a desire to avoid constitu- 
tional collisions over a measure which was certain to be adopted 
(for Mr. Lincoln and an overwhelming majority of the Senate 
were in favor of the measure) the failure to raise constitutional 
poe is probably due. Mr, Lincoln had just been in sharp con- 

ict with the House of Representatives upon a similar constitu- 
tional point, as will be shown, and doubtless in this matter he 
was as desirous of obtaining the advice of Congress as had been 
Mr. Monroe in 1822 and General Jackson in 1886. 

EMPEROR MAXIMILIAN —1884. 

On April 6, 1864, a joint resolution was introduced by Mr. Henry 
W. Davis, chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
House of Representatives, as follows (page 1408): 

It declares that the Congress of the United States are unwilling silence 
to leave the nations of the world under the impression that they are indiffer- 
ent spectators of the deplorable events now 5 in the Republic of 
Mexico, and that they therefore think fit to declare that it does not accord 
with the policy of the United States to acknowledge any monarchical gov- 
ernment eree on the ruins of any republican government in America 
under the auspices of any European power. 

8 were made in support of this resolution by himself 
and by Mr. S. S. Cox, of Ohio, and it was unanimously, no 
constitutional question being nee Mr. Brooks, of New 
York, however, said: I have no objection to the joint resolution 
if it be not a mere paper fulmination. I do object, however, to 
paper thunder. If it means anything, I am in favor of the resolu- 
tion. If not, I am opposed to it.” He voted for it. 

In consequence of an article in the Moniteur, the official journal 
of the French Government, the House on May 23 requested the 
President to communicate ‘‘any explanations given by the Goy- 
ernment of the United States to the Government of France” re- 
specting this resolution. President Lincoln in turn, on May 25, 
communicated to the House certain correspondence between Mr 
Seward, the Secretary of State, and Mr. Dayton, the minister to 
France (page 2475). i i 

Mr. Seward writes that the French minister having asked an 
explanation of the resolution, he inclosed it with the statement 
that it truly interprets the uniform sentiment of the people of the 
United States in regard to Mexico.” He says, however: 

It is, however, another and distinct question whether the United States 
would think it necessary or proper to express themselves in the form adopted 
by the House of Representatives at this time. This is a practical and purely 
executive question, and a decision of it constitutionally belongs, not to the 
House of Representatives, nor even Congress, but to the President of the 
United States. 

He further points out that a joint resolution must pass the Sen- 
ate, etc., before it can acquire the character of a legislative act;” 
and transmits the following message from President Lincoln: 

He directs that you inform the Government of France that he does not at 

resent contemplate any departure from the policy which this Government 

as hitherto pursued in regard to the war which exists between France and 
Mexico. It is hardly necessary to say that the 3 the House of 
Representatives were adopted by suggestions arising in itself and not upon 
any communication of the executive department, and that the French Goy- 
ernment would be seasonably apprised of any change et poner. upon this sub- 
ject which the President might at any future time think it proper to adopt. 

On December 15, 1864, Mr. Davis reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Congress has a constitutional right toan authoritative voice 
in declaring and prescribing the foreign policy of the United States as well in 
the r tion of new powers as in other matters, and it is the constitutional 
duty of the President to t that policy not less in ere negotiations 
than in the use of the national force when authorized 
piety of any declaration of foreign policy by 8 is eee, 


power. ( 

This resolution was the first attempt in our history to establish 
the doctrine that Congress had a 1 authority in foreign 
affairs. It was at first laid on the table. Mr. Davis thereupon 
asked to be relieved from further service on the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, A debate ensued, in which most of the members 
. took the side of Mr. Davis upon the constitutional 
question. The only member who opposed him was Mr. Blaine, 
who cited the declarations of Jefferson to Minister Genet (2 Ran- 
dolph’s Life of Jefferson, pages 158 and 159) and said (page 49): 


To adopt this principle is to start out with a new theory in the administra- 
tion of our fore ‘airs, and I think the House has justified its sense of 
self-respect and its just appreciation of the spheres of coordinate d 
ments of Government by promptly laying the resolution on the table. 


On December 19 the resolution was again offered, and amended 
by striking out the word President” and inserting the words 


executive departments.” In this form it almost unani- 
mously, Mr. Blaine not voting, the temper of the House evident}: 
being much excited by some of the phraseology of Mr. Seward’s 
dispatch. In view of the attitude of the Senate, Mr. Davis very 
wisely did not draw it in the form of a joint resolution. 

PRETORIA RESOLUTION, 1876-77. 

In 1876 the Republic of Pretoria (now the South African or 
Transvaal Republic) sent to Congress its congratulations apon 
the first centennial of our-national independence. Mr. Swann, o 
Masrana on December 15, 1876, reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs (CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, page 228) the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State bo requested to communicate to the 
iy orp of Pretoria the high appreciation by the House of Representatives 
of the complimentary terms in which said Republic has referred to the first 
7 of our national independence in their resolutions to this House in 

On motion of Mr. Kasson, of Iowa, the resolution was amended 
so as to make it a joint resolution. It was then passed unani- 
mously, no constitutional objection being raised; and a similar 
resolution was at the same time passed in relation to congratula- 
tions from the Argentine Republic. OnJanuary 11, 1877, the two 
resolutions were reported by Senator Simon Cameron, of Pennsyl- 
vania, from the Committee on Foreign Relations in the 8 
and passed unanimously without debate (page 568), except that 
Mr. unds inquired as to the situation of the Republic of 
Pretoria, which Mr. Cameron was unable to describe, as he had 
never heard of it until recently.” 

On January 26, 1877, President Grant vetoed the resolutions on 
constitutional grounds (page 1112). His veto message was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and never reported 
therefrom. The President said: : 
‘Glitches ORDEA the VARCA Ob R AOINA Tene Sk AAT SAA 
conviction that their adoption has inadvertently involved the exercise of a 


power which infringes upon the constitutio: hts of the Executive, 
* the established 


national sove 
official communications fromthem, * * * him, in the e of 
one of the most eminent writers on constitutional law, the constitutional 
organ of communication with foreign states.’ * * If Congress can di- 
rect the 55 of the Secretary of State with foreign governments, 
a case very erent from that now under consideration might arise when 
that officer might be to present to the same foreign government 
entirely different and antagonistic views or statements. 


RELATION OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE SOUTH AMERICAN STATES. 

In 1808 Charles IV of Spain transferred to Napoleon, by the treaty 
of Bayonne, all his right and titles to the Throne of Spain and the 
Indies, which included the colonies of South America. Self-gov- 
ernment was thus forced upon the colonies, as they were deter- 
mined to resist the French. (2 Li ’s Diplomacy of the United 
States, second edition, 408-431.) ance was resisted by the juntas 
of South America in the name of Ferdinand VII, son of the King, 
whom Bonaparte had compelled to abdicate. 

The real impulse to independence came from the refusal of the 
Regency of Cadiz to recognize the South American juntas. The 
colonists saw that the Spaniards were resolved to keep them in 
absolute subjection, and the idea of independence gradually gained 
ground all over South America. When the European struggle 
was over and apan had been freed from the French, the colonies 
were punished for having acted independently. (European Col- 
onies, Payne, 234.) - 

PROGRESS TOWARD THE ACHIEVEMENT OF INDEPENDENCE PRIOR TO 
RECOGNITION IN 1822. 
Venezuela, 

Venezuela was the first to send agents to the United States.“ 
These were John Vincente Bolivar and Talesfero Orca, who were 
furnished with credentials dated Caracas, April 25, 1810, and com- 
petent powers to transact business. (Lyman, 425: Papers relative 
to revolted Spanish colonies, manuscript, Department of State.) 
A copy of the declaration of independence made by the provinces 
of Venezuela was communicated to this Government by the con- 
gress composed of deputies from those provinces assembled at Cara- 
cas, and was transmitted to Congress December 9,1811. (Annals 
of Congress, Twelfth Congress, Part T, page 335.) 

The two agents mentioned had no official intercourse with the 
Government, and the restoration of the royal authority in their 
country shortly after their arrival put an end to their diplomatic 
character. (Lyman, 425; foot note.) + i 


* The principal inhabitants of Caracas ever since the abdication meditated 
the formation of a provisional government on the model of the juntas of 
8 In 1810, when Napoleon's victory appeared complete, they, in the nam 
of Ferdinand VII, deposed the Spanish colonial officers and elected a suprem 

unta. Othersimilar juntas were soon established in New Granada, Santa Fe, 
uito, Carthagena, etc. fob 755 were opposed by the Regency of Cadiz. A con- 
of all the provinces of Venezuela met at Caracas and published a declara- 

on of independence July 5, 1811. (European 8 237 and 238. 

In 1812 an earthquake destroyed the capital and 20,000 inhabitants. The 
colonial troops were smitten with despair. Miranda capitulated and Vene- 
zuela fell again into the hands of the Royalists. At this (June, 1812) Con- 
gress, on Calhoun's motion, appropriated $50,000 for the sufferers at Caracas. 
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December 11, 1818, Mr. Clemente informed the Secretary of 
State that he had been appointed Venezuela's representative near 
the United States,” and requested an interview. 

He was informed that on account of certain misconduct of his, 
no conference could be held with him and no communication 
received from him.“ His correspondence was submitted to the 
Honse of Representatives with m of January 29,1819. The 
report of Mr. J. Q. Adams, Secretary of State, which accompanies 
this message, gives the reasons in full for delaying recognition 
at this time. (IV American State Papers, Foreign Relations, 


2-417, i 
s ) First Federal Republic of Colombia. 

This was composed of the provinces of New Granada and Ven- 
ezuela, together with the Presidency of Quito. The convention 
was held in Cocuta in 1821, and the union of the countries was 
decreed under the above title. 

Bolivar became President, and he completed their liberation, 
the second decisive victory of Carabobo, in 1822, finally securing 
Colombian freedom. The patan commander capitulated Decem- 
ber 23, 1828, at Puerto Cabello. (European Colonies, Payne, 241.) 

Buenos Ayres. 

The Province of Buenos Ayres made a formal declaration of 
independence July 9, 1816. This declaration was made by the 
representatives of the United Provinces of Rio de la Platain gen- 
eral congress assembled in the city of Tucuman, and was com- 

municated to this Government by Don Manuel H. de Aguirre, who 
came hither as a public agent from La Plata and a private one 
from Chile. 

He addressed several letters to the Secretary of Statein 1817 and 
1818, soliciting the acknowledgment of the Provinces of Buenos 
A formerly the vice 3 La Plata. 

o answers were given to those letters, conferences were 
held with him. The President declined to enter into any arrange- 
ments with this individual, for he did not appear furnished with 

wers to negotiate, and the independence of the provinces was 

Foe fram being established at that iod, several portions of it 
being in possession of the Spaniards, Montevideo of the Portu- 
, and the eastern shore under the government of General 

igas, who, though independent of the mother country, still 

i his 


independence of the Provinces of Buenos Ayres. 
(Lyman, 425.) Pare 5 z 
A short time after the declination of Agnirre’s application, 
David C. De Forrest renewed the consideration of the same claim 
in May, aay soliciting of this Government to be admitted as 
a consul-general. me > 
The President did not grant the nm, because it was not 
clear that the province even claimed an entire gn” spina 
Buenos Ayres having the intention at that time to offer special 
commercial fayors to Spain as a consideration for the relinquish- 
ment of her claims to sovereignty. 
The reservation of “an indefinite right to grant hereafter special 
fayorsto Spain for the remuneration of her claims of sovereignty 


left it uncertain whether the independence of Buenos Ayres would 


be complete or imperfect. * * * While the supreme director 
(Puerreydon) was insisting upon this reservation, a mediation be- 
tween Spain and her colonies had been solicited by Spain and 
meres to by the five principal powers of Europe, the basis of 
which was understood to be a compromise between the Spanish 
claim to sovereignty and the colonial claim to independence. 
(Secretary Adams's report, IV American State Papers, 173; Ly- 
man, 427. 

The following extracts from the diary of Mr. John Quincy 
Adams relate to the attitude of the Executive Government in 1818 
and 1819 toward the Spanish American provinces and especially 
toward Buenos Ayres. (Memoirsof John Quincy Adams, Charles 


Francis Adams.) ; 

‘January 13, 1818,—Mr. Adams s of the President's mes- 
sage to the two Houses sent in that day, relating to Amelia Island, 
South America, and Spain. Speaking of Clay’s system of opposi 
tion to the Administration, he mentions a conversation with Craw- 
ford, showing that Clay was anxious to avoid collision if ible 
and pro to make merely an appro iation for a minister to 
Buenos Ayres. On the same day Mr. A had a long conversa- 
tion with Mr. Aguirre, who urged answers to his demand for the 
acknowledgment of the Government of BuenosAyres.” (Volume 
IV, ‘page 40.) f 

** July 25, 1818.—The President gave Mr. Adams two letters to 
read in confidence. One was from Judge Bland at Buenos Ayres to 
J. S. Skinner, the postmaster at Baltimore. It contains much infor- 


— — — ́Gͤ]ᷓů -1ꝛ ͥ — — 
From 1812 to 1819 the Spanish under General Morillo held Venezuela, 
s successes brillian 


d wholly Aar phan pee 1819. ajl; Traan —— Paps ) ” 

an um d in . pean i. 

222 tore at tne he Buenos Ayres Junta 

was power ou e town, a country was 

amass r and confusion. (European Col Pn 23h) fa 188 the 

8 system led revolt in the Oriental, and 
Riverine provinces soon followed the e s 


(id. 
See these letters in 4 American State Papers, 175, 102. — 182. — 
(See page 178.) 


mation concerning the state of the country, a decided opinion that 
they will never again submit to the dominion of Spain, and an 
opinion equally strong that the Government of the United States 
oughtnot at present to recognize that of Buenos Ayres. Adams 
asked the President whether the other two commissioners enter- 
tained the same opinion as Judge Bland. He said he did not know. 
Adams said much would depend upon that, as Congress would 
doubtless look to their report particularly with a view to the ques- 
tion whether Buenos Ayres was to be acknowledged or not. The 


President said the commissioners would only state facts and give 


no opinion of their own. Adams said that would be very well if 
they would state all the facts, but many of those stated by Judge 
Bland, and precisely those upon which the President had made up 
his opinion, were of a nature not to be officially and publicly 
sta and yet if they were suppressed it would be impossible to 
give a view of the state of things upon which any reliance could 

based. The President showed some little impatience of manner 
at 3 and passed to another subject.“ (Id., pages 117 
an 

“ July 28.—Calhoun informs Adams that Rodney is of a differ- 
ent opinion from Bland, and so is Brackinridge, the secretary to 
the commissioners; and 5 has yet been made to 
the Government, Rodney and inridge are filling the news- 
papers with publications to operate upon public opinion in favor 
of recognition.“ (Id., page 119). 

‘t November g. - Adams mentions the displeasure of the President 
in learning that the late commissioners to South America—Rod- 
ney, Bland, and Graham—are so far from agreeing in the report 
they are to make that probably no two of them will upon 
the same. They will make their reports separately. e Presi- 
dent hinted that Rodney was under the influence of Brackinridge, 
who was a mere enthusiast, and that his report would be pur- 
posely adapted to the views of Clay and the opposition rather than 
to the views of the Administration.” (Id., ede 156). 

“ November j.—Adams speaks again of lack of harmony 
among the commissioners.” (Id., 159.) 

November 6.—Cabinet disc the propriety of laying before 
Congress an mpana to prove the ine iency, for the present, 
of a public acknowledgment of the Spanish American govern- 
ments, Crawford thought the reports of the commissioners 
should be communicated to Congress and the reasons stated by 
the Executive for still nine nee ees of the rey- 
olutionary governments. . AY thought there was no objec- 
tion in the President stating to Congress that he did not contem- 
plateany departure from the impartial neutrality hitherto observed 
in the contest, and referring to the m e at the commence- 
ment of the last session, he observed that the communication to 
Congress of the reports of the commissioners after their return 
naturally followed from the manner in which their mission was 
mentioned therein; and although Mr. Rodney's report was a per- 
petual argument in favor of the recognition of Buenos Ayres, yet 
the facts disclosed in it, as well as the opinions of the other com- 
missioners, afford ample reason for postponing its acknowledg- 
ment. Another reason for ent was the mediation under- 
taken by the European allies between Spain and South America 
then in operation, which must por y fail. That it was our 
true policy to let this expedient have its full effect, and after its 
failure we would be at perfect liberty to recognize any of the 
South American governments without coming in collision with 
the allies. Another reason for not acknowledging them at pres- 
ent was that though the Government of Buenos Ayres pretended 
to the sovereignty of the whole viceroyalty of the La Plata, yet 
Portugal was in possession of Montevideo, Artigas of the Banda 
Oriental, Paraguay under separate government, and the Spanish 
Royalists in five other provinces.” (Id., pages 165 to 168.) 

December 14.—Adams told Mr. De Forrest, who came the pre- 
ceding Ray va an application to be recognized as consul-general 
from the Provinces of South America, and who had recently 
renewed the application, that the President considered it would 
be a formal recognition of the Government of Buenos Ayres to 
issue to him an exequatur; that the President thought the time 
had not yet arrived when that recognition ought to take place, 
having in view both their interests and our own; that the Govern- 
ment was using their influence to produce a simultaneous acknowl- 

nt of Buenos Ayres by other powers as well as by the United 
States; and that when the proper time should come acknowl- 
edgment would not be withheld.” (Id., page 190.) 

“January 1, 1819.—Read to the President draft of his dispatch 
to Richard Rush, announcing it as the President's intention at no 
remote period to recognize the Government of Buenos Ayres. 
Crawford and Wirt were startled; Adams added that he had 
always considered and declared the question of acknowledging the 
South American Governments as a question of time; that besides 
the return of our commissioners other great changes had occurred 
in that question since last year; the time itself that had elapsed 
had given additional proof of the stability of the Government of 
Buenos Ayres; the victory of Maipu had strongly confirmed their 
capacity to maintain their independence. Mr. Crawford thought 
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if the acknowledgment was to take place it should be done, not by 

ting an exequatur to a consul, but by sending a minister there, 
í use the Senate must thenact uponthe nomination, which would 
give their sanction to the measure. Mr. Wirt added that the House 
‘of Representatives must also concur by assenting to an act tyes, 
priation. The President, laughing, said that as those bodies! 
the power of impeachment over us it would be quite convenient 
to have them thus pledged beforehand. Adams took a different 
view. He thought it not consistent with our national dignity to 
be the first in sending a minister to a new power. It had not been 
done by any Euro power to ourselves. If an exchange of 
ministers was to take place the first should come from them. In- 
‘stead of admitting the Senate or House to any share in the act of 
recognition, Adams would expressly avoid that form of doing it 
Which would ire the concurrence of those bodies. ‘It was, I 
had nodoubt, by our Constitution, an art of the executive authority. 
General Washington had exercised it in recognizing the French 
‘Republic by the reception of Mr. Genet. Mr. Madison had exer- 
eised it by declining several years to receive and by finally receiv- 
‘ing Mr. Onis; and in this instance I thought the Executive ought 
carefully to 35 entire the authority given him by the Con- 
stitution and not weaken it by setting the grocer of making 
‘either House of Congress a party to an act which it was his exclu- 
sive right and duty to perform.’ Mr. Crawford admitted that the 
recognition was strictly within the powers of the Executive alone.“ 
(Id., pages 205 and 206.) 

In reference to our recognition of the independence of Buenos 
Ayres, Mr. John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State, wrote to 
President Monroe, under date of August 24, 1818: 

In the draft of a letter to Mr. Aguirre * + I have stated to him the 
8 upon which the Government of the United States have been d 


leterred 
m an acknowledgment of that of Buen: the domin- 


os Ayres as inclu 

22 ˙ AAA and the repelticen balietine wes 
n com: royal an re 
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Alla de ee to have gained d, and vidently too much 
- o not a vo any ground, and are eviden’ mu 
eir losses to 8 the offensive. In this state the inde- 
y be considered in a condition to claim the 
in such contests when 


rty to recover their dominion utterly 
8 The neutral nation must, of course, — for itself when this 
pa has arrived; and as the belligerent nation has same right to judge 

‘or itself, it is very likely to judge erently from the neutral and to 
it a cause or pretext for war, as Great Britain did expressly 
in our Revolution and su ntially against Ho If war 
point of fact from the measure of recognizing a contested independence, the 
moral right or ped tye $3 the war depends upon the justice and sincerity and 

rudence with w. the rec nation took the step. Lam satisfied 
that the cause of the South Americans, so far as it consists in the assertion 
of independence against Spain, is just. Butthe justice of a cause, however 
it may enlist individual feelings in its favor, is not sufficient to justify third 
pano in siding withit. The fact and the right combined can alone author- 

aneutral to ap cyber oy anew and disputed 8 The neutral 
may, indeed, infer the t from the fact, but not the fact m the t. 
If Buenos Ayres confined its demand of recognition to the provinces of which 
it is in actual possession, and if it would assert its entire independence 
i the United States 


i hen 
eae a breach of neutrality. * * (Memoirs of 


Peru. 

No revolutionary movement took place in Peru before 1819- 
20, the landed proprietors, slaveholders, being fearful that a 
change of government would result in a loss of their property, and 
that the contest might end as that of St. Domingo ended. The 
Peruvians even sent an army into Chile in 1813 to reestablish the 
royalist government. General San Martin, a distinguished char- 
acter, with an army from Buenos Ayres, drove out the Peruvians 
in 1821, took Lima and afterwards Callao, the only places remain- 
ing in the possession of the King’s forces. Peru’s independerite 
was proclaimed July 5, 1821. (2 Lyman.) 


t be 
John Quincy 


Chile. 

The first 8 of revolution appeared in September, 1810. 
At a meeting of the junta in that year several parties were found 
to exist. One desired absolute independence, another favored 
compromise. Civil strife broke out, and the Royalists won a de- 
cisive battle in October, 1814, but in February, 1816, “ the patriots” 
regained Chile by the help of General San Martin and 2,000 free 
negroes from Buenos Ayres. O Higgins was made supreme direc- 
tor, who declared independence January 1, 1818.* (2 Lyman.) 

Attitude of the United States prior to 1823. 


Mr. Lyman says that these revolutionary struggles did not 
awaken any general interest in our citizens. Our Govern- 
ment was ‘‘left free and unembarrassed to pursue its steady course 
of good faith and exact neutrality toward Spain and of justice and 
policy toward the colonies.” He says: Neither the vicinity of 
some portions of their respective territories, nor the circumstance 


In this year was won the decisive victory of Maypo, April 6. 


of being members of the ‘same continent, nor the benefit to be 
derived from commercial relations, nor the similarity of their 
struggles for independence, appear in the least to have influenced 
the definite arrangements of this Government. On the contrary, 
the business was conducted with the utmost caution and circum- 
spection, and nothing done to give offense to Spain or awaken in 
other nations the slightest suspicion of the loyalty with which 
this conny was determined to adhere to its system of neutrality.” 
(423, 424.) 

SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS OF THE UNITED STATES TO SOUTH AMERICA. 

Between 1810 and 1820 the President sent commissioners on 
three different occasions to South America in order to obtain just 
and precise notions of the real situation of affairs there. ; 

First commission, 

The instruction of Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, to Mr. Joel 
Poinsett, agent to Buenos Ayres,” is dated June 28, 1810, and is 
found in British and Foreign State Papers, volume 1, pages 1219 
and 1220. His instruction to Mr. Alexander Scott, ‘‘agent to 
Venezuela,” is dated May 14, 1812. (Ibid., 1220-1222; seealso Report 
No. 72, House of Representatives, Twentieth Con , second 
session, 1829.) Mr. Poinsett's report on the condition of South 
America, dated November 4, 1818, is contained in American State 
Papers, Foreign Relations, Volume IV, pages 323-348. 


Second commission. 


Some progress having been made by several of the Spanish 
American provinces toward independence, and the representa- 
tions of the colonial agents not being satisfactory, the President, 
in 1817, sent Mr. Theodorick Bland, Mr. Cesar A. Rodney, and 
2 J EE Graham to examine into the condition of Buenos Ayres 
and Chile. 

Mr. Rodney’s report, dated November 5, 1818, is in American 
State Papers, Foreign Relations, Volume IV, pages 217-224; Mr. 
Graham’s, of the same date, PONE ap. . 224-227. Appended 
to these reports is an ‘‘ Historical of the revolution of the 
United Provinces of South America from the 25th of May, 1810, 


until the opening of the national congress on the 25th of rch, 
1816. Written by Dr. Gregorio Funes, and appended to his 
of Buenos Ayres, Paraguay, and Tucuman.” (228-245.) Not- 


withstanding the title, the account comes down to April, 1818. 
There are also other documents attached to these reports—a mani- 
festo directed to all nations by the General Constituent Congress 
of the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata; notes pre by the 
Secretary of State in the department of foreign relations for the 
information of the President of the United States and placed in 
the hands of en ae ete. ie pagos 245-270.) Mr. Bland’s 
separate report, ovember 2, „appears on pages 270- 
812, and is followed by appendices. 

These reports were communicated to Congress November 17 and 
December 15, 1818, 

Third commission. 


In 1820 Mr. T. B. Prevost and Mr. John M. Forbes were sent as 
agents for commerce for Chile and Buenos Ayres. 

Their reports were communicated to Congress March 8 and 
April 26, 1822, and are contained in American State Papers, For- 
eign Relations, Volume IV, pages 818 and 854. 

PRESIDENT MONROE'S MESSAGE OF MARCH $, 182, RECOGNIZING THE INDE- 
PENDENCE OF THE SPANISH-AMERICAN COLONIES. 

In replying to the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
January 30, 1822, asking for the reports of our agents to the Gov- 
ernments south of the United States which had declared their 
independence, the President mentioned the following facts as to 
their condition: 

Buenos Ayres assumed that rank (of an independent nation) by a formal 
Luan praca — 1816, and had enjoyed it since 1810 free from invasion by the 

rent country. 

Phe provinces composing the Republic of Colombia, after having separatel 

declared their independence, were united by a fundamental law of the 17t. 

igh ores Tera ied at that time certain parts of the territory 
stron, orce- occu att 0 e 

within their Timits, and ie, a destructive war; that force has since been 

repeatedly defeated, and the whole of it either made prisoners or destroyed, 

or expelled from the country, with the exception of an inconsiderable portion 

only, which is blockaded in two fortresses. * Chile declared inde 

ence in 1818, and has since enjoyed it undisturbed; and of late, by the assist- 

ance of Chile and Buenos Ayres, the revolution has extended to Pe 

It is distinctly understood that the new Government (of Mexico) has di 

its independence. and that there is no opposition to it there nor a force to 

make any. For the last three years the Government of Spain has not sent a 

single corps of troops to any part of that country; nor is there any reason to 

believe it will send any in future. : 


His message was accompanied by reports from agents to those 
countries, as follows: 

1. Ext. letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayres, September 2, 1821. 

2. Ext. letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayres, September 11,1821. 

8. Ext. letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayres, October 8, 1821. 

4. Ext. letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayres, October 26, 1821. 

5. Letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayers, November 8, 1821. 

6. Ext. letter from Mr. Forbes, Buenos Ayres, November 13, 1821, 
Pee Ext. letter from Mr, Prevost, agent to South America, June. 

> 1821. 
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? fs Ext. letter from Mr. Hogan, agent, Valparaiso, August 18, 


9. Letter from Mr. Brent, chargé, Madrid, July 10, 1821. 
an Letter from Mr. Torres, chargé, of Colombia, February 20, 

1821, 

11. Letter from Mr. Torres, of Colombia, November 30, 1821. 
12. Letter from Mr. Torres, of Colombia, December 30, 1821. 
13. Letter from Mr. Torres, of Colombia, January 2, 1822. 

14. Letter to Mr. Torres, of Colombia, January 18, 1822. 

1 Letter from Mr. Wilcocks (concerning Mexico), October 25, 
21. 

Mr. Monroe also laid this same report before the Senate March 

11 (Annals Seventeenth Congress, first session, Volume I, page 284), 

so that ‘‘should Congress entertain similar sentiments there may 

be such cooperation between the two departments of the Govern- 
ment as their respective rights and duties may require.” 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 19, 1522, 

They reported that the President’s message of March 8, and the 
documents accompanying it, having been referred to them, they 
had examined them with “profound attention” and ‘‘unani- 
mously” reported the following facts: 

That the provinces of Buenos Ayres, after having, from the 
year 1810, proceeded in their revolutionary movements without 
any obstacle from the Government of 5 formally declared 
their independence of that Government in 1816. After various 
intestine commotions and external collisions, those provinces now 
enjoy domestic tranquillity and a good understanding with all 
their neighbors, and actually exercise, without opposition from 
within or the fear of annoyance from without, all the attributes 
of sovereignty. 

The provinces of Venezuela and New Granada, after havin 
separately declared their independence, sustained for a period o 
more than ten years a desolating war against the armies of Spain, 
and having severally attained, by their N over those armies, 
the object for which they contended, united themselves on the 
19th of December, 1819, in one nation, under the title of the Re- 
publie of Colombia.” 

The Republic of Colombia has now a well-organized Govern- 
ment, instituted by the free will of its citizens, and exercises all 
the functions of sovereignty, fearless alike of internal and for- 
eign enemies. The remnant of the numerous armies com- 
missioned to preserve the supremacy of the parent State is now 
blockaded in two fortresses, where it is innoxious and where, 
deprived as it is of all hope of succor, it must soon surrender at 
discretion. When this event shall have occurred, there will not 
remain a vestige of foreign power in all that immense Republic, 
containing between three and four millions of inhabitants. 

The province of Chile, since it declared its independence in the 
year 1818, has been in the constant and unmolested enjoyment of 
the sovereignty which it then assumed. 

The province of Peru, situated, like Chile, beyond the Andes 
and bordering on the Pacific Ocean, was for a long time deterred 
from making any effectual effort for independence by the presence 
of an imposing military force which Spain had kept up in that 
country. It was nót, therefore, until the 12th of June of the last 
year that its capital, the city of Lima, capitulated to an army 
chiefly com: of aces from Buenos Ayres and Chile, under 
the command of General San Martin. The greater part of the 
royal troops which escaped on that occasion retreated to the moun- 
tains, but soon left them to return to the coast, there to join the 
royal garrison in the fortress of Callao. The surrender of that 
fortress soon after to the Americans may be regarded as the 
termination of the war in that quarter. 

When the people of Peru found themselves by this event free 
to e their will, they most unequivocally expressed it in favor 
of independence and with a unanimity and enthusiasm which have 
nowhere been excelled. 

The revolution in Mexico has been somewhat different in its 
character and progress from the revolutions in the other Spanish- 
American provinces, and its result in t to the organization of 
its internal government has also not 5 the same. Inde- 

ndence, however, has been as 5 declared and as prac- 

ically established since the 24th of August last by the ‘‘ Mexican 

Empire” as ever it has been by the republics of the South, and her 

geographical situation, her population, and her resources emi- 

nentl qaty her to maintain the independence which she has 
thus declared and now actually enjoys. 

The committee declared that the people of Spanish America did 
notoriously govern themselves b eir own authority and laws, 
and that the right of the Uni States to recognize the govern- 
ments which they had instituted was incontestible. 

The committee concluded their report with an expression of their 
unanimous opinion “that it is just and e ient to acknowled, 
the independence of the several nations of Spanish America, with- 
out any reference to the diversity in the forms of their govern- 
ments,” and they submitted two resolutions: 

First. That the House ‘ concur in the opinion expressed. by the 
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President in his message of the 8th of March, 1822, that the 
American proyinces of Spain, which have declared their independ - 
ence and are in the enjoyment of it, ought to be recognized by 
the United States as independent nations.” This was in 
the House March 28, 1822, unanimously with the exception of one 
vote. (Annals of Congress.) 

Second. That the Committee on Ways and Means be instructed 
to reporta bill appropriating not exceeding $100,000 “to enable 
the President of the United States to give due effect to such 
recognition.” (See debate thereon, Annals of Congress, Seven- 
teenth Congress, first session, Volume II, pages 1882 et seq.).* 


PRESIDENT MONROE'S MESSAGE TO THE SENATE, APRIL 28, 1822. 


On April 25 the Senate requested the President for information 
from our minister at Madrid or from the Spanish minister resi- 
dent in this country concerning the views of Spain relative to the 
8 crag of the independence of the South erican colonies,” 
Repl ying on the next day, the President transmitted the Spanish 
i oe s porani 3 as ge 9 

e minister, Don Joaqu e uaga, expressed rise at 
the President’s message of March 8, which T had geet in th 
National Intelligencer. He declared that Buenos Ayres was s 
in the most complete anarchy, a new despot appearing each day; 
that Peru, conquered by a rebel army, had near the gates of its 
capital another Spanish army, aided by part of the inhabitants; 
that in Chile an individual suppressed the sentiments of the inhab- 
itants, and his violence presaged a sudden change; that on the coast 
of Fernia the Spanish banners waved, and the ins nt generals 
were occupied in quarreling with their compatriots; that in Mexico 
there was no government. Heinquired: ‘‘ Where, then, are th 
governments which ought to be 3 where the pledges o 
their stability; where the proof that these provinces will not return 
to a union with Spain, when so many of their inhabitants desire 
it; and, in fine, where the right of the United States to sanction 
and declare legitimate a rebellion without cause, and the event of 
which is not even decided?” (IV American State Papers, Foreign 
Bethe reply of Me J Adams, Secretary 

e reply of Mr. J. Q. of State, dated April 
6, 1822, was also eaten. p 

Mr. Adams asserted that “ the civil war in which Spain was for 
some years involved with the inhabitants of her colonies in 
America has, in substance, ceased to exist. Treaties equivalent 
to an acknowledgment of independence have been concluded by 
the commanders and viceroys of Spain herself with the Republic 


of Colombia, with Mexico, and with Peru; while in the provinces 


of La Plata and Chile no Spanish force has for several years ex- 
isted to dispute the independence which the inhabitants of those 
countries had declared.” 

He refused to discuss the details of facts upon which your in- 
formation appears to be materially different from that which has 
been communicated to this Government.” (IV American State 
Papers, Foreign Relations, 345, 346.) 

e Senate does not appear to have discussed the message and 
reports, but passed the appropriation bill after a short debate on 
April 29, 1822. 

Mr. Lyman says (Volume II, page 447) that the recognition 
this country was the first, but it was delayed till not a shadow oi 
hope for therestoration of Spanish dominion remained. The last 
strand had fairly parted, and it had fully ceased to be matter of 
doubt whether injury was done to Spain. 

Under the leadership of Mr. Clay, the House of Representatives 
endeavored, on several occasions between 1818 and 1822, to recog- 
nize or procure the recognition of the independence of the Sou 
American provinces. 

On March 25, 1818, Mr. Clay offered an amendment to the appro- 
priation bill providing for one year’s salary and an outfit for a 
minister to the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata, the peng Bi 
Seen. and the outfit to be paid whenever the President s 

eem it expedient to send a minister to the said provinces. 

Mr. Clay said, in support of this amendment, that fro:n the 
peculiar character of the American Government there was great 
reason for there being a perfect understanding between the legis- 
lative and the executive branches in relation to the acknowledg- 
ment of anew power. Everywhere else the power of declaring 
war rested with the executive; here it was deposited with the leg- 
islative. If there was even a risk that the acknowledgment of the 
new State might lead to war, it was advisable that the step should 
not be taken without a previons knowledge of the will of the 
war-making branch. He wished to give to the President all the 
confidence which he must derive from an unequivocal expression 
of the will of Congress. He was aware that this expression might 
be given in the form of an abstract resolution declaratory of that 
will, but he preferred proposing an act of practical legislation. 

Mr. Forsyth, in opposition to Mr. ey: not only mentioned th 
absurdity of this method of acknowledging the independence o 
those provinces, as following it would not be acknowledging their 


This resolution was unanimously adopted March 28, 1822. 
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independence, but asking them to acknowledge ours, but presented 
also this objection: 

Heretofore the President and Senate were left to the exclusive management 
of the foreign intercourse of the United States. Ministers were received from 
other powers and sent from this country to other countries with whom polit- 
ical or commercial interest required us W e and the House of Repre- 
sentatives contented itself with its constitutional check upon the exercise of 
this authority. satisfied that they could at all times prevent its improvident 
exertion by ee eee from those missions the public inter- 
est did not require. This, however, proposes anew system; this House, instead 
of checking, is made to stimulate the executive toa further extension of its 
patro: . * * * The suggestion that under the present extraordinary 
ci: ces of the war the expression of the public opinion by the repre- 
sentatives of the le ought e the movements of the Executive 
was not entitled e weight which was given to it. The President does 
not require to be told that the representatives of the people who selected him 
to preside over their Government are prepared at all times and at every 
hazard to do their duty * * + 


Mr. Forsyth added: 


the steps 
laiming 


bility without adding to our own. 
Congress, Volume pages 145 and 146.) 

Mr. A. Smyth, of Virginia, said, on March 27, in opposing Mr. 
Clay’s motion: 


ministers and determines what foreign minister shall or 
shall not be received. It is by the exercise of some one of these powers, in 
neither of which has this House any participation, that a foreign power must 
be acknowledged. Thus the acknowledgment of the independence of a new 
wer is an exercise of executive authority; consequently, for Congress to 
Sirect the Executive how he shall exercise this power is an act of usurpation. 
+ * It is for the executive branch of the Government to decide to whom 
and when a public minister shall be sent. * You the power of 
im: ent, and spares e may discuss and by resolution express an 
opinion on any past act either of the executive or of the judiciary, but you 
have no right to give a direction toeither. The President is le for the 
roper execution of bis constitutional powers; he may be punished for abusing 
Ban or for neglect of his duty. This House is the proper body to prosecute 
him if he shall fail to do his duty. Weare not in like manner responsible and 
punishable. If we direct the President to do an act, however injurious to the 
nation it may prove, we can not make him responsible. Is it proper thus to 
deprive the people of the security which they have reserved to themselves 
in The President's constitutional responsibility? (Id., 162.) 

Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana, said it could not be otherwise than 
agreeable to the President to know the opinion of Congress on so 
momentous a subject. If that opinion, independently expressed, 
shall concur with his own, he will act conformably to it; on the 
other hand, if, from the position he occupies in the Government, 
from his better information, or from any other circumstances 
unknown to the public, he shall think it best to continue unchanged 
the state of our relations with South America, he will doso. (An- 
nals of Congress, Fifteenth Congress, first session, Volume II, 
March 26, 1818, 1526. : 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, considered the course of conduct on 
the part of Congress in this case novel and wholly unprecedented. 

The Constitution has given to Co: ss legislative powers; tothe President 
the direction of our intercourse with foreign nations. It is not wise for us to 
interfere with his powers. His plans may be di with om; our in- 
terference might destroy them, and perhaps at the moment when they would 
otherwise have succeeded. * * * Weare told * Robertson that we 
should pursue the course of conduct adopted by General Washington with 
the French Republic. Did C on t occasion direct the conduct of 

neral Was! m? Did tell him that he did not understand 
what he ought to do and that they would instruct him? No, sir; they left 
him to exercise the powers vested in him by the Constitution; tothe exercise 
of his own judgment. They sustained him by noact. Let us act in like man- 
ner by the present Chief Magistrate. He has not asked for our assistance. 
He has asked no outfit fora minister to La Plata: when he does it will be time 
to consider the subject. (Id., pages 1538 and 1539). 

Mr. Nelson of Virginia expressed views similar to Mr. Smith’s. 
(Id., page 1596 et seq.) - 

Mr. Clay rejoined on the 28th. He contended that though the 
administration of the foreign concerns of the country was con- 
fided to the executive branch, the House also had a participation 
in such matters when called upon to defray the expenses of foreign 
missions or to regulate commerce; that the Constitution did not 
say which should have precedence, the act of making the appro- 
priation for paying a minister or the sending of one. Hecontended 
that they should either be simultaneous, or if either had the prefer- 
ence the appropriation should precede the sending. He quoted 
several instances where this had been done. The act authorizing 
the establishment of certain consulates in the Mediterranean and 
affixing salaries thereto, in consequence of which the President 
had su et, oppaina consuls. He maintained that each 
department of the Government must act within its own sphere 
independently and on its own responsibility. He was willing to 
say to the President, Here is the money which we alone have 
the right to appropriate which will enable you to carry your power 
into effect if it seems expedient to you.” Congress had authorized 
appropriations without any official call from the Executive to do 
so in two recent acts, Volume III of the Laws, e 27, to defray 
the expense of such treaties as the President might deem proper 
to make with certain Indian tribes, and as he believed, in the case 
of the two millions appropriated for the purchase of the Floridas. 
(Id., page 1607.) 


Mr. Poindexter, of Mississippi, made the point (page 1630) that 
the amendment proposed to vest the President alone with author- 


ity to send a minister. If the object was to place the money at 
his disposal it could be done by simply making that addition to 
the contingent fund, in which case it could be expended or not, 
according to the exigencies which might arise, but if it was 
intended to clothe the President alone with power to appoint a 
foreign minister, it was manifestly unconstitutional. The Presi- 
dent needed no legislation to enlarge his powers whenever ho 
deemed it expedient to send ambassadors to foreign countries. 
No such appointment can be made without the concurrence of 
the Senate, and if they approve it the salary and outfit are already 
provided for by a general law, and needs not the aid of a special 
appropriation. The proposition then was . ars unless consid- 
ered directory of the sident on a point of duty devolved on him 
by the Constitution. It was an indirect censure. Foreign nations 
and perhaps our own citizens would imbibe that impression, and 
the Chief Magistrate would be considered as having incurred the 
frowns of the representatives of the people, whose interposition 
had become necessary to urge that high officer to a faithful dis- 
charge of the trust imposed in him by his countrymen. 

Mr. Poindexter called attention to the communication at the 
Hy wierd of the session of the views of the President contained 
in his message on the subject of internal improvements and stat- 
ing that the power to construct roads and canals within the 
respective States was not possessed by Congress, and that he 
would feel bound to withhold his signature from any bill which 
might be passed establishing a general system of internal im- 
provements. Mr. Clay at that time condemned this peremptory 
expression of executive opinion as an unwarrantable encroach- 
ment upon the freedom of legislation and the privile of the 
House of Representatives, to whom the right of 5 all 
laws was given by the Constitution. It was = t though 
the President was an integral branch of spin ture, he should 
have reserved his objections until he was ed on to act in the 
regular constitutional order of proceeding. Mr. Poindexter in- 
sisted that it equally belonged to the President to originate for- 
eign missions and by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate to appoint ambassadors and other public ministers, yet 
Mr. Clay claimed for the House the coordinate right to institute 
a mission to the Rio de la Plata, and considered it no encroach- 
ment upon the powers delegated by the Constitution to the Presi- 
dent and Senate. 

On March 28 Mr. Forsyth said that all who had addressed the 
committee on the subject desired to recognize the independence 
of the southern countries whenever it could be done consistently 
with our own interests and safety. : 

The only difference between us is that we do not wish to precede the r 
official organ of the nation in order to recognize the independence of these 
countries, and those in favor of the motion wish to do so. (Annals of Con- 
gress, March 28, 1818, page 1637.) 

On the goth of March, When Mr. Clay's amendment was under 
reconsideration, having been voted down, Mr. Anderson, of Ken- 
tucky, renewed it in the Committee of the Whole House in order 
to take the yeas and nays. Mr. Spencer, of New York, said: 

I believe most firmly that we have the constitutional power to legislate on 
this and every other subject connected with our foreign relations or with 
the regulation of commerce. I hold it to be a power concurrent with that 
of the executive branch, and believing it to -be one of the most important 
which this House I would make a me claim to the right on 
every proper occasion, and I would paos it on the records of the nation as 
an ete: evidence of that claim. (Id., 1654.) 

Mr. Clay declared that his amendment, if adopted, would impose 
no obligation on the President, but put in his power to apply the 
same to the purpoas specified whenever he chose to do so, if the 
Senate consented. (Annals of Congress, Fifteenth Congress, first 
session, volume pago 1645.) It was defeated 115 to 45 ¢ d., 1646), 
and again defeated by the same vote on reconsideration (Id., 1655). 

February 5, 1821,—Mr. Clay moved an amendment to the gen- 
eral appropriation bill in order to provide for an outfit and one 
year’s salary to such minister as the President by and with the 
advice of the Senate may send to any government of South 


America which has established and is maintaining its independ- 
ency of ieee (7 Benton’s Debates of Con 93.) This is 
very similar to the amendment proposed by Mr. Clay March 25, 


1818 (6 Benton’s Debates of Congress, 145), which was voted down 
after long discussion. It in turn was rejected by a vote of 77 to 
73. (Page 94.) 

February 10 Mr. Clay submitted the following resolution: 

That the House of Representatives participates with the people of the 
United States in the deep interest which they feel for the success of the 
Spanish provinces of South America which are struggling to establish their 
liberty_and inflependence; and that it will give its constitutional support 
to the President of the United States whenever he may deem it ex t 
fe $ the sovereignty and independence of any of the said provinces 

page 95). 


Objected to by Mr. Wood: 

1. It made needless professions, and not therefore consistent 
with self-r t. 

2. If it any object it was an encroachment on the power of 
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ments of Government, which was much to be deprecated. 

Favored by Mr. Floyd, who referred to an early message of 
Washington to Congress to show that at that time the previous 
consent of Congress was thought necessary to the institution of 
foreign missions. 

Thence and from other considerations this resolution, so far 
from interfering with the executive prerogative, was a fair exer- 
‘cise of the undoubted rights of the House. 

Also, it was expedient as tending to counteract the policy of the 
ser Alliance. 

, Archer zedroa a division of the question, so as to take the 
first vote on the first member of the resolution. 

Mr. Robertson deprecated the of the whole resolution. 

It was intended to goad the executive into a departure from its 
hitherto wise policy onthissubject. He was decidedly opposed toit. 

Mr. Montgomery adopted the view of Mr. Robertson and was 


not convinced that the people took a deep interest in the matter, 
Mr. Tyler and Mr. Walker favored both members of the reso- 
lution. 
Mr. Mercer 


ave reasons for his i ab doubted whether the 
President could recognize the independence of a foreign state by 
iving a minister without the consent of the House. 

Mr. Clagett, believing that the power of recognition was confided 
to another branch of the Government both competent and dis- 

d to exercise it when proper, and for other reasons assigned, 
00 ed to the resolution. 

Mr. Cobb considered sound policy against the second portion of 
the resolution, and there was no occasion for passing it. 

Mr. Baldwin objected because it proponi to refer to the Presi- 
dent an act which not he, but all three branches of the Govern- 
ment collectively, should perform. 

Mr. Maclay opposed because the subject had been long before 
the executive and much deliberated upon, and the House, before 

sing such a resolution, ought to be of full informa- 
ion on the subject—of all which the executive possessed and by 
which its course had been influenced—that they might judge 
whether that department had or had not performed its duty. 
Believing it had done so and would hereafter do so, he was against 
the resolution, 

Mr. Stevens defended the constitutional right of the House to 
express its opinion on any topic of public interest. This would not 
interfere with the executive authority, but facilitate its exercise. 

As to its poing a g to the Executive, there was no reason to 
believe that at this day he was to be driven from his course by any 
such measure, 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, opposed, because it attributed to the 

sident the power of recognition, too important to be exercised 

y any authority less than the three branches of the Government; 

use it made the House, incompatibly with the Constitution, 

he adviser of the President; that it made a bad precedent, which 

might be used in future times, through the influence of the Presi- 

dent, in the House; that it proposes that this House shall compro- 

mit its successors, which it could not do and which it was there- 
fore improper to attempt to do. 

Mr. Clay cited the precedent of the resolution of Congress to 
support the President in any consequences which might follow the 
dismission of Mr. Jackson, the British minister, some years before. 

He ridiculed the ar, ent that the resolution would encroach 
upon the authority of the Executive, On the contrarꝝ, it assumed 
only a fair responsibility, and added strength to the Executive. 

With respect to the mode of recognition of foreign powers, he 
said that both Con and the Executive had this power, but 
that the most re; , ordinary, and usual course was by the 
Executive, and it was therefore proper to assure him of the sup- 
port of this House, (Page 98.) 

Mr. Sergeant, of Pennsylvania, opposed, among other reasons, 
because— 

1. That it is not a legislative act and is not to lead to one. 

2. That it contains a declaration by which neither the House, 
the President, nor the Senate would be bound. 

8. That it would involve the House in difficulties on constitu- 
tional grounds, 

4. That if Congress wished a recognition, having the power 
a bet with the Executive, they should effectuate their wish by 
a legislative act. 

5. That if the House expressed its opinion, it should be done 
after due inquiry and examination of facts, none of which had 


been placed before it in anything like official shape. 
6. t the House ought not to lose sight in acts of kindness 
and expressions of good will to other powers of the duty which 


it owed to this nation—to the interests of the people. 

7. That general and vague oral information was not a sufficient 
ground for Congress to act upon, and that if official information 
was before it requiring it to act, its act should besomething plainer 
than this and presenting on its face a direct proposition; t its 
not doing so caused it to be more lightly considered and yoted 
upon than it ought to be. 
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8. That however independent of the Executive as an individual 
the House might be, yet with respect to the executive as a branch 
of the Government it was important for the House not to disturb 
the harmony of the different de ents of Government as ad- 
justed by the Constitution itself, and that it should not rush from 
its sphere and jostle the others in its course. (Pages 98 and 99. 

The first member of the resolution was carried, 134 to 12; secon 
member, 87 to 68. (Page 99.) 

February 19, 1821.—Mr, Clay, from the committee to present the 
resolution of the 10th instant to the President, reported that the 
President assured the committee that in common with the people 
of the United States and the House of Representatives he felt great 
interes? in the success of the provinces of Spanish America which 
are struggling to establish their freedom and independence, and 
that he would take the resolution into deliberate consideration, 
with the most perfect 11 a or the distinguished body from 

e 


which it had emanated. age 1 a 
j eee $1, 1822.—Mr. Trimble offered the following joint reso- 
ution: 
That the President of the United States be, and is hereby, authorized and 
uested to 3 the independence of the Repi of Colombia, 
and by an interchange of accredited ministers to place the political relations 
of that Government with the United States on an equal f with those of 


all other independent nations; that such of the Spanish provinces in South 
Ame as have established and are maintaining their independence of 
Spain ought in like manner to be acknowledged by the United States as free, 
sovereign, and independent governments, 

This was read twice and laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. (Annals of Congress, January 31, 1822, page 854.) 

February 11, 1822,—Mr. Trimble's resolution was committed to 
ne 9 of the hula 1 on the state of the Union. 

nnals of Congress, page 982. 

The views of the Executive are found recorded in a memoran- 
dum of Mr. Monroe, made while the question was under discus- 
sion in Congress. It is as follows: 

The object of the Executive has been to throw the moral weight of the 


United States into the scale of the revolutionary movement without such a 
* compromitment as to make them a party on that side. 
ith that view the mission to Buenos was adopted, all the messages 


to 3 were drawn, and other measures have been since pursued, par- 
ticularly the mission of Commodores Perry and Morris to Venezuela and 
Buenos Ayres. With that yiew was the open made to Great Britain 
directly by Mr. Rush, and to France and Russia through their ministers in 
the Uni States, to recognise the colonies in concert with those powers, a 
peepee which it was thought would have the best effect in that t— 

hat is, by throwing our weight into that scale, and in a way to 8 
as it would be a manifestation of respect for them, as wellas of moderation 
on our part. With the same view has the correspondence with the present 
Spanish minister been conducted, as well as the message to Congress announc- 


t. 

if object of the Executive has been to leave the affair where it was placed 
the attitude assumed in that correspondence and message, to witness its 

effect on Spain and other powers before other measures should be taken. 

It is believed that that attitude Would have been perfectly safe, while it 
was undoubtedly very strong and im . The vote of the House of Rep- 
resentatives reenforces Dani being not o — as a measure, ought not 
to be considered in any of er light. It ish. that it will not. On that side, 
it must be admitted, is the danger. ee onroe’s note, without date, sup- 
posed to be 1820 or 1821, Monroe’s writings, manuscript, Volume VI, 696.) 

Mr. HOAR. It is true that the time for a full debate of this 
matter, as the Senator from Maine has so well intimated, has not 
arrived. I do not understand that he has by any means said all 
that he will say before the debate is over upon this general ques- 
tion, but at the same time it is perhaps the first considerable dis- 
cussion of the mutter asit now stands with the pending resolution 
which will go out to the country, and what the two Senators to- 
day have said will attract attention in the press and from thought- 
kur students, and will make up public sentiment. Therefore, I 
wish to bring out very distinctly, if I can, by a question to the 
Senator from Maine, whether, in his researches into the history of 
this country for a hundred years, in which we must have recog- 
nized foreign governments more than a hundred times, taking a 
the numbers of the governments of the world and their political 
changes and revolutions which have established new govern- 
ments 

Mr. HALE. Over a hundred. 

Mr. HOAR. There must be over a hundred cases, as the Sena- 
tor says. Is there a single instance where in fact our relations 
with the foreign country have not been determined by the act of 
recognition by the President of the United States and without 
Congress? Has there been a single one? 

Mr. HALE. As the result of some considerable, and what I 
have tried to make faithful, examination of the subject and of 
what others have done for me, I answer the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts that I do not find one. 

Mr, ALLEN, As this question is very important and going out 
to the country to be criticised, I ask the Senator from Maine 
whether he will not state to the Senate whether he finds any 
instance in the history of this country where the question of inde- 
pendency was determined to belong to the executive department 


exclusively? 

Mr. HALE. In every one of the cases that have been referred 
to by the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] the recogni- 
tion was made by the executive department, acted upon, sub 
mitted to, and not questioned. 
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Mr. ALLEN. I think the Senator from Maine does not under- 
stand my question. Ido not contend that the Chief Executive 
is not the instrument through which we must act in recognizing 
the existence of another government; but I do contend that there 
is not a precedent to the contrary in the history of this country 

Mr. HALE. The precedents are all the other way. 

Mr. ALLEN. Wait a moment. I contend that the 
recognize is a power that must be exercised by the 
after action upon the part of the Legislature. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator will examine the panera peo he will 
give up that contention, because heis capable of careful examina- 
tion; he is a lawyer who knows the force of precedent; and he will 
find that in nineteen cases out of twenty the act of recognition 
has been by the President; that Congress has never lifted its voice 
or made a protest; and history has been made by the act of the 
Executive alone, and exclusively, except in a few cases, asin Jack- 
son’s action in the Texas case w. , in his wisdom—I think it was 
wise—when Congress was in session, reserving all the rights of the 
Executive, declaring that he would not assert them, putting it 
upon the question of expediency alone, he did confer with Con- 
gress. All the instances of Congressional intervention in any way 
on this great subject came about in that way and have never 
crystallized themselves into the form of attempting to recognize 
a government as is attempted by the resolutions of Committee 
on Foreign Relations or the utions of the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. LEN. If the Senator will permit me- and I shall retire 
from the discussion after making this statement desire to state, 
and have it goin connection with the statement of the Senator 
from Maine, that there is nota syllable in the Constitution, from 
its opening to the closing of the amendments, nor in the history 
of the time when it was formed and promulgated, nor is there a 
thing in the genius and spirit of our republican form of govern- 
ment which lends any color in the slightest degree to the careful 
student or though man to hold that the Chief Executive has 
the exclusive power of recognizing the independence of a country. 
On the other hand, the very atmosphere of the time when the 
Constitution was formed, the very spirit of liberty that was 
breathed by our people, the very genius of our institutions, and 
the language of the Constitution as well as its policy as the known 

licy of this Government is against the conclusion urged by the 
Se from Maine. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I do not wish to long this de- 
bate this afternoon, as I e to take some in the discussion 
of the question hereafter; but I think I should like to make one 
observation before the matter passes from the discussion of the 
Senate to-day in connection with what has been said by the Sena- 
tor from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN]. 

It seems to me that it is utterly incredible that the framers of 
our Constitution should not have expected that the mere act of 
recognition, not as an incident to some other power, should not 
have been lodged in the President of the United States. I hold 
that it is, as everybody will agree, an incidental power, if it exists 
anywhere, to some authority conferred on some de ent of the 
Government. La and believe that it is an incidental power to 
the power to te commerce, which is lodged in Congress; to 
the power to regulate by law the action and conduct of our citi- 
zens in our foreign relations, which, where lawful, we are bound 
to stand by to the extent of going to war for their protection, if 
need be; and I hold that Congress, the lawmaking power, without 
the assent of the President where it is not necessary, where there 
is a two-thirds vote, or where he keeps a bill without his signa- 
ture, may rightfully regulate the action of citizens of the United 
States in regard to the Island or the inhabitants of the Island of 
Cuba in a matter which must necessarily involve the determining 
for all American citizens the question whether that is or is not an 
independent nation. 

The existence of such a power in Con is no more inconsist- 
ent with the existence of a like power in the President than the 
treaty-making power, lodged in the President with the assent of 
this body, which is a lawmaking power, is inconsistent with the 
ordinary legislative power. The last treaty abrogates all previous 
laws; the last law abrogates all previous treaties where they are 
inconsistent with each other. But with that reservation it seems 
to me utterly incredible that the mere power of recognition, of 
establishing the status of a foreign government in its relation to 
our citizens and as a government for their conduct, should be 
lodged anywhere else but in the President of the United States. 

It is a very important question if an American ship be in the 
Caribbean Sea and a Cuban vessel approach her, claiming that she 
is the representative of an independent power at war with Spain 
and has the right of search, whether that action of invasion of 
our ship is piracy or whether the resistance to that action is a 


wer to 
tive 


violation of the law of nations, which is in itself an act in the la 


nature of piracy, and perhaps literal piracy. Iam not prepared 
to say how that is, Pa gh is not iam to say how that is at 
this moment. But suppose that to-day passes this naked 
resolution to r ize Cuba and adjourns to-morrow, and day 
after to-morrow the Spanish army captures every insurgent in 


Cuba, reduces the island to absolute subjection, occupies 


every 
inch of its territory, and the Spanish law extends over it peace- 
fully and quietly and without further resistance, is the President 
of the United States obliged to treat Cuba as an independent 
nation for ten months, or until we meet again in December? The 
mere power of determining whether a foreign nation is inde- 
pendent or not is a power which, in the nature of things, must be 
exercised from week to week and day to day, and sometimes even 
from hour to hour. It seems to me, with great deference, utterly 
preposterous to pretend that that is, can be, or ever could be by 
any sensible ers of the Constitution lodged in a legislative 
body, which some years is in session but three months out of the 
5 Ey That is the proposition of a naked resolution, which is 
to last not five minutes, but, if it has any power, is to last until 
the Congress that makes it repeals it. 

Now, add to that suggestion of the reason and the necessity of 
the case the further suggestion that for the one hundred and eight 

ears since the Constitution went into actual operation—it is one 

undred and ten years since it was formed—there has not been a 
single instance in all our history, though this very question of 
authority has come up again and again, where our relations with 
a foreign country, tions which settle the question whether a 
citizen ofthe United States,in the defense of his own vessel and 
of his own deck, is acting lawfully or is a pirate, have not been 
determined solely by the President of the United States; and never 
in a single instance has Congress exercised the power to do it, and 
never in a single instance has Congress asserted the power to do 
it, although you will find one or two reports in one or the other 
of the Houses where some individual Senator or Representative 
has done so. 

Mr. CHILTON. Mr. President, I have taken occasion to ex- 
amine this question with some care and have listened with great 
interest to the suggestions concerning it made in this Chamber 
to-day. I want to say only a few words about it on this occasion. 

It does not seem to me at all n that it shall be held that 
the power to recognize the independence of another nation is 
exclusive in its nature. The fact is that I have reached the con- 
clusion that it is not exclusive in either the Congress or the 
Executive. It has been argued here by several Senators that the 
power of recognizing the in dence of another country is 
incidental. That is true; clearly true. You do not find the ques- 
tion of the recognition of independence or belligerency treated in 
express termsin any of the Federal Constitution. Therefore, 
when you come to find the authority you must locate it under 
some clause of the Constitution which does not refer to it directly. 
Make this search, and where do you find it? The power, it seems 
to me, is incidental to the power to make war and the power to 
regulate foreign commerce, both of which are vested in the Presi- 
dent, the Senate, and the House of Representatives—that is, in 
the Congress. in, it is clear to me that it is a power inci- 
dental to the making of treaties, which is vested in the President 
and the Senate. Nor do I feel any doubt that it is a power inci- 
dental to the reception of ambassadors, which is vested in the 
President. 

Senators who have examined this subject can not have failed to 
read the rt of John Quincy Adams while Secretary of State. 
What does he say about it? He suggests that the proper method 
of izing the independence of another government is by 
treaty, and he calls attention to the fact that the recognition of 
the independence of this very Government of ours was first 
achieved by a treaty made with France. He goes on to set out in 
the same zonos that he'đoes not maintain that a treaty forms the 
es aha of recognizing the independence of another govern- 
men 

We all know what a great character in the history of our Re- 
public Mr. Adams proved himself, and yet, 2 the position 
of Secretary of State in the Cabinet of Monroe, never for one 
moment asserted the pretension that the power to recognize the 
independence of a foreign government was an executive function 
exclusively. S 

Mr. E. Did the Senator notice the reference I made to Mr. 
Adams's action, taking part in the debate, where the resolution 
was modified, giving the discretion absolutely to the President, in 
which Mr. Adams said thatit was exclusively an executive matter? 

Mr. CHILTON. You can find where the distinguished Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. MorGan] made a similar statement on one. 
occasion, and yet in his well-considered speech on the Brazilian 
question he maintained the true doctrine that it is a function 
belonging to the Congress as well as the President. 

Mr. HALE. As the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] 
just suggests, the treaty-making power is executive; the Senate 
is joined to the President in executive action. That is not legis- 


tive. 

Mr. CHILTON. I do not say that it is legislative solely, but I 
say it belongs to different departments of the Government. It is 
not n that the President of the United States should come 
out with a formal proclamation acknowledging the independence 
of another country. If he were to receive an ambassador from the 
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Republic of Cuba, that would constitute a recognition of the inde- 
pendence of that nation. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the Senator from Texas allow me a 
moment? 

Mr. CHILTON. Certainly. 

Mr. MORGAN. My opinion has been quoted here, but the 

uotation does not do justice tomy statement. Whenever I stated 
t the President of the United States had the exclusive right to 
recognize the independence of another country, it was in connec- 
tion with the fact that thatexclusiveright wasa right that belonged 
to him ex officio, and did not at all affect the ple of the United 
States. I always put that qualification in. It is a mere piece of 
1 authority which he derives under the laws of nations, 
which are recognized in the Constitution. 

Mr. CHILTON. I hope the Senator will not understand me as 
twitting him about his position at all. On the contrary, I was 
merely using that suggestion to illustrate how distinguished men, 
sometimes improvidently, use expressions which do not maturely 
state their real opinions. 

Mr. MORGAN. I would not have made the slightest statement 
in regard to it but for the fact that the 5 of State is 
reported in the newspapers to have made that quotation zpon me, 
às if I had stated it as a proposition of unive: law that the Pres- 
ident of the United States had the exclusive right to recognize the 
independence of a foreign country. As soon as the Senator from 
Texas has concluded, if I can get the floor for five minutes, I want 
to explain that a little further. 

Mr. CHILTON. Iwill explain to the Senator from Alabama 
and to the Senate that he will find in the speech which he made on 
the question of the Brazilian recognition a very fair view of this 
subject. In that speech he states in very clear language the true 
doctrine which governs. 

But I will get back to the report of John Quincy Adams. The 
Senator from ine has read, and no doubt remembers, that while 
Mr. Adams claims that the recognition of the independence of 
another country can be most feasibly accomplished by treaty, yet 
there are still other methods of doing it. That is all which is nec- 
essary to be said now, in my judgment. 

In the judicial authorities there is outlined the idea that the rec- 
ognition of 3 or belligerency (functions of the same 
general kith and kin) is not an exclusive power of either branch 
of theGovernment. In the well-known case of Kennett vs. Cham- 
bers the court alludes to the recognition of independence as a part 
of the treaty-making power. Lou can find in other judicial opin- 
ions—one 1 remember by Mr. Justice Field, when he was on the 
circuit—a reference to the power as one which belongs to the 
executive and legislative departments of the Government. It 
seems to me that is a sound doctrine. If the President of the 
United States should receive an ambassador from the Republic of 
Cuba, that would constitute a recognition of that Government. 
If the President and the Senate should make a treaty in which 
they ized the Island of Cuba as an independent republic, 
that would also constitute a recognition of its independence. If 
the President, the Senate, and the House of eee or 
Congress, as I should say, should pass a law which recognized the 
independence of Cuba, that, too, would constitute its effective 
recognition. It does not make any difference about the form it 
takes. The distinguished Senator from Massachusetts a moment 
ago seemed to intimate that Congress can do it under the law- 
making power, as under the power to regulate foreign commerce. 
I believe he intimates also that perhaps the President and the 
Senate could do it under the e ee power, but I gather 
that he thinks Congress can not do it by saying it in so many 
words. But, sir, the President’s only authority to recognize the 
independence of another country is inciden It is incidental 
just_as the power of Congress to deal with the same subject is 
incidental, and just as the same authority is incidental to the 
power of the President and the Senate. I maintain and want 
to say here—— 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator allow me to put a question there, 
because my mind and his seem to have traveled very much in the 
same channel, so far as I understand the Senator? 

Mr. CHILTON. Thank you. 

Mr. HOAR. Iagree with the Senator that the power of recog- 
nizing a foreign country is incident to certain legislative powers; 
it is incident to certain purely executive powers, as the receiving 
and sending of am AAA it is incident to certain powers which 
are shared by the President and Senate, which are sometimes 
spoken of as executive powers, but are, in strictness, legislative 
powers, because the Constitution, if I remember the phraseology 
correctly, declares that treaties are the laws of the land, and there- 
fore to make a treaty is to make a law of the land. Therefore the 
President and the Senate legislate when they make a treaty, in my 
judgment. But that is a question of name and not of substance. 

But what I want to get the Senator’s view upon, to see whether he 
differs or agrees with me, is, when you are not doing the princi 
thing at all to which this recognition of a foreign 
an incident, where there is any power lodged in 


overnment is 
agress, then 


to say simply not, We regulate by law the behavior of a citizen 
in Cuban waters in his dealing with Cuba and require him to ob- 
serve the rules which apply to an independent government,” but 
where we say purely and simply,“ We recognize the independence 
of Cuba,” and say nothing else, because you haye an incidental 
pone to do that when you are doing something else, and it is your 

usiness to do it, have you a right to declare the independence of 
Cuba by the legislative branch of the Government of the country 
and e that an act binding on citizens and binding on other 
departments of the Government? That is the question. 

. CHILTON. I think so clearly. 

Mr. HOAR. In other words, suppose we 
the 1 of Cuba on the gd day of March, 1897, over thé 
veto of the President and adjourn and do not come together until 
the following December, has the President of the United Sta 
for all his constitutional ses, got to deal with Cuba as 
independent power until the first Monday of next December, or if 
ppan occupied every foot on that island by the ist of April, has 

e President any right to accommodate the action of this Gov- 
Se to that new condition? There is the practical question 

ore us. 

Mr. CHILTON. I want to say, in reply to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, that the President has not any authority 
to do this as the principal thing either. Here is the mistake the 
Senator makes, in my humble judgment. 

Mr. HOAR. I have not said anything about that, and whether 
I have made a mistake or not will appear when I have made a 
statement on that subject, which I have not yet done. 

Mr. CHILTON. The Senator seems to think the President has 
some express power to do it, and that the other departments of 
the Government have only an incidental power to do it. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not say any such ane. 

Mr. CHILTON, Excuse me. Here is the true tion: The 
President only has the authority to recognize the 8 of 
another country as incidental to his power to receive ambassadors. 

Mr. HOAR. I to that. 

Mr. CHILTON. Therefore, if he concluded to issue a procla- 
mation in formal terms and should say, The independence of the 
Island of Cuba is hereby recognized,” Congress can do the same 
thing as one of its incidental powers. 

Mr. HOAR. Ihate to interrupt the Senator, because I agree 
with so much that he has said, but I should like, with his leave, 
to put the proposition in my own way. I have sent for a resolu- 
tion, which is now pending in the Senate, introduced by the hon- 
orable Senator from 2 [Mr. Bacon] and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, of which I am a member, and it is this: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurrin 
question 3 “oe by this 3 of aay le 2 1 
independent nation is one exclusively for the determination of Congress in 
its capacity as the lawmaking power; 

Resolved further, That this er of sovereign power does not apper- 
tain to the executive de: mt of the Government, except in so far as th: 
President is, under the titution, by the exercise of the veto, made a 
of the la power of the Government. 

I want to understand what the Senator thinks about that. 

Mr. CHILTON. Ido not concur in that statement at all. 

Mr. BACON. If the Senator from Texas will permit me, if I 
understand him, he maintains that this is a concurrent power? 

Mr. CHILTON. That is right; a concurrent power, just like 
bat gerd: of the Federal and State courts. 

. BACON. If the Senator will permit mea moment further, 
I want to see to what that leads. nder that view, whichever 
power first takes jurisdiction its action will be legal and binding; 
in other words, whichever makes the recognition first makes a 
valid recognition. 

Mr. C TON. Thatisright—whichever makes the recognition 


first. 

Mr. BACON. One step further, if you please. Therefore, the 
Senator’s contention must n ily lead to the conclusion that 
where one department fails to act the other can act? 

Mr. CHILTON. Not at all. 

Mr. BACON. There is no possibility of an escape from that. 
Where there is a failure to act on the part of one department, 
necessarily when the other acts its action must be valid. 

Mr.CHILTON. The trouble about the Senator’s position is that 
it confuses two things which ought to be separated. I maintain 
that whenever one of these departments exercises this power asinci- 
dental to some other authority conferred by the Constitution, then 
the recognition is complete; but until one or the other does act, the 
other may act. That is the true position, in my judgment. 

it HOAR. To what power is the resolution before the Senate 
incident? 

Mr. CHILTON. It is incident to the power to regulate foreign 
commerce; it is incident to the power to make war—to either of 


em. 

Mr. HOAR. Are we making war or regulating foreign com- 
merce now? If the Senator will pardon me, this is a form of reo- 
ognition by Congress with nothing attached to it, not incident te 
anything, and with nothing incident to it. 


a law declaring 
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Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator from Texas allow me? 

Mr. CHILTON. Inonemoment I will yield to the Senator, after 
I have replied to the Senator from Massachusetts. It seems to me 
the Senator from Massachusetts comes back to the same theory, 
that the Constitution gives the President some express authority 
concerning the subject. But I repeat that you do not find in that 
instrument any express authority conferred on the President to 
recognize independence, and you might as well say when he 
issues a proclamation recognizing the independence of the Repub- 
lic of Cuba that he is not thereby receiving an ambassador. Yet 
we know he derives the authority to recognize independence from 
that clause of the Constitution which confers upon him the juris- 
diction to receive ambassadors. So, now, if we were to recognize 
the independence of Cuba, we might not be, in so many words, deal- 
ing with commerce; we might not be, in so many words, mkg 
war, but our authority to r ize independence would depen: 
upon those clauses of the Constitution which gave us the authority 
to regulate commerce and to make war. The power to recognize 
is expressed nowhere. That is the point. Wherever you find it, 
this power is incidental—that is the proposition which I make 
but it is incidental to the functions which are conferred upon 
several different departments of the Government. Now I yield 
to the Senator from Nebraska. 

Mr, ALLEN. The Senator has got right to the point where I 
desire to ask him a question. The Senator from Massachusetts 
and the Senator from Texas seem to agree to this proposition: 
That the power to recognize the independency of a people or a gov- 
ernment is simply an incidental power, or a epove incident to 
the exercise of some other power expressly conferred by the Con- 
stitution. Now, does the Senator deny the proposition that Con- 

and the President, acting concurrently, could, by a mere 
8 an act of Congress authorizing the declaration, and a 
declaration itself, or a proclamation by the President, recognize 
the independence of Cuba? 

Mr. TON. I have been talking here for five or ten min- 
utes endeavoring to maintain that very proposition, that Con- 
gress does have the authority to do it. 

Mr. ALLEN. I understood the Senator from Massachusetts and 
the Senator from Texas, who were interchanging courtesies, which 
was perfectly proper, to agree that the power to recognize the 
independency of a government was only incident to the exercise 
of some other power expressly conferred by the Constitution. 

Mr. CHILTON. Yes, sir; but I do not think it is necessary to 
say in the resolution, We are regulating commerce,” or, We are 

ing war.“ You may do it, and then after it is done you have 
to refer it to some one of those powers of government. Thatis the 
proposition. 

r. ALLEN. Suppose we should pass a resolution here declar- 
ing it to be the sense of Congress that there is a well-established 
Republic in Cuba, and that it should be recognized, and following 
that the President of the United States should issue a proclama- 
tion or in some other public form recognize the existence of that 
Republic; that would be a direct recognition and not an incident 
to the exercise of any other power. Do we not possess that power 
under our Constitution? 

Mr. CHILTON, I think it is very clear that our resolution is 
valid, no matter what form it takes. In fact, I do not think it 
requires any 3 of recognition at all. That form is not 
necessary. the President of the United States to-morrow were 
to receive an ambassador from the Republic of Cuba and never 
say a word about recognizing its independence, that would never- 
theless constitute a recognition of its independence. The very act 
of receiving an ambassador is an acknowledgment of the inde- 
pendence of the country from which the ambassador comes. 

Therefore I say the power to recognize independence does not 
depend upon the form that it takes at all. It does not depend upon 
any particular language being used, but whenever independence 

is recognized either by the President, or by the Senate and the 
President, under the treaty-making power, or by the President, 
the Senate, and the House as a Congress, it is final. That is my 
proposition. Itis a concurrent power to recognize, and whenever 
either authority actually makes the recognition the jurisdiction is 
exhausted. 

Mr. MORGAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator from Alabama yield tome 
that I may move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business? 

Mr. MORGAN. I merely wish to say a very few words, and I 
would rather have them go into the RECORD now. 

Mr. President, the particular point of constitutional power and 
of the regularity of governmental procedure which is involved in 
this debate is about to have, I suppose, a vi ractical illustra- 
tion in our own history. We have herein Washington City, I 
am informed by the papers, a gentleman who has been accredited 
to the United States Government and received by the President 
on an exchange of felicitations between them, who comes from a 
new Government, that is, the Government called the Greater Re- 
public of Central America. Ican not call his name, because I am 
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not informed of it and do not know it personally, The Congress 


of the United States has no official knowledge of his presence in 
this city that Iam aware of. That gentleman professes to repre- 
sent a new institution down there, called the Greater Republic of 
Central America, com „if I remember it correctly, of the 
States of San Salvador, Nic: a, and Honduras. 

Now, we have laws which authorize a minister to be sent to each 
of those Governments, I believe. I know we have such laws as to 
two of those countries, and I believe we have laws that authorize 
a minister to be sent to each. Those three Governments have 
abolished their office of foreign affairs, and we now have ministers 
there from the United States to those Governments who have no 
chance to communicate with them because they have abolished the 
office of foreign affairs and have intrusted all of their diplomatic 
powers to this diet, as it is called, which sends the gentleman here 
as minister from the Greater Republic. 

I desire, for the purpose of giving a forcible illustration of the 
real practical question involved in this debate, to ask a question. 
Does the recognition of that gentleman as a minister from the 
Greater Republic of Central America repeal the laws of the United 
States by which we send ambassadors to Honduras and San Sal- 
vador and Nicaragua? I think almost anybody would hold that 
those laws are not repealed; that the President of the United 
States, by recognizing the new Government there, which in its 
diplomatic function combines the powers of all three of those 
States, has not succeeded in repealing the laws of the United 
States which authorize and require that ministers shall be sent to 
those Governments. 

Mr. HOAR. They do not require it. 

Mr. MORGAN. Now, why so? Why is that? Do I deny the 
validity of the President’s act in receiving that gentleman here? 
Not at all. But I deny its binding force upon the legislative power 
of this country. I deny that it has in any respect changed the 
laws of the United States, and that until Congress acts, either by 
a confirmation of some nomination which the President may send 
here to the Senate, or by some legislative act or some legisla- 
tive recognition, those three Republics of Central America will 
stand there as sovereign States, entitled to receive ministers from 
us, and so far as we are concerned entitled to hold with us diplo- 
matic correspondence. But so far as they are concerned that 

wer has la’ and it has been merged into the centralized 

unctions of the diet which sends the minister here. 

Now, that pope the whole situation. What are we going to 
do in a case of that kind? I have been very much in hope that the 
President would honor Congress with some statement about the 
matter, but it seems that we have sofar departed out of his recog- 
nition that he does not consider that we have anything to do even 
with a matter of that magnitude. Perhaps he will change his 
opinion if he ever sends here the nomination of an ambassador or 
a minister to be sent to that diet, or if he sends the recall of the 
ministers from these other Governments on the ground that he and 
the diet have abolished those offices. Suppose he shall come out 
and tell us that he and the diet of the Greater Republic have abol- 
ished the missions to Nicaragua, San Salvador, and Honduras. 
Then we would haye a practical illustration of where the division 
line is between the porns of the President and the powers of Con- 
gress. That would present it, and when that question comes here 
it will be presented, and it will be decided. 

I think that so far as I am personally concerned I am not with- 
out the guide of the Constitution in the statement I make here, 
that I believe that gentleman has the right which belongs toa 
minister of a foreign government at this seat of government; that 
is to say, he has the right to the preservation of his personal se- 
curity, and that of his servants, his attachés, and members of his 
staff, Probably he would have a right, recognized by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, to go into that tribunal on an origi 
suit for some wrong that might have been done him. The Presi- 
dent's recognition of him is so far a valid and binding official act 
as that it confers upon him the functions and characteristics of a 
minister while he is within our jurisdiction. 

Therefore it is not an idle act, but it is one that he may perform 
without the consent or the assistance of Congress. It is one that 
falls within the classification I have mentioned every time I have 
had occasion to present the subject at all, which, while it concludes 
the President, concludes the minister, concludes the foreign goy- 
ernment, as to this gentleman being the authenticated minister 
from that country, with due credentials, affects the people of the 
United States not at all. Now, why? Because the President in 
the performance of that act has merely executed alaw. He has 
performed an executive function, not a legislative function. He 

ad the right to perform it, fully to perform it, but it is an exec- 
utiye act and no more. It is not in any sense a legislative act. 

Where, then, does he get the power to perform this executive 
act? We look about through the Constitution. It is not a power 
derived from the right to do anything that the President has the 
right to do, to e treaties or to make nominations to office. 

ere does it come from? It comes from the laws of nations. 
What are the laws of nations to us? A recognized code named 
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in the Constitution. Congress, by the Constitution, shall have 
wer to pass laws to punish violations of the laws of nations. 
erefore we rec the laws of nations in the Constitution 
itself. That falls in line with a theory of mine, and I take great 
pride in being a devotee to it, which is that the Government of 
the United States, in all its external functions, powers, relations, 
and duties, is the equal of any other government in the world. 
It has all the power of an extraterri character of any other 
government in the world. How does it get those powers? By 
lacing itself amongst the family of nations and accepting in its 
Bonstitation all the Jaws of nations. 

The Constitution says that the executive power is devolved upon 
the President of the United States, and further it says he shall 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed. What laws? In- 
ternational as well as local—all laws that bind the people of the 
United States, and all laws that make for their advan . The 
President shall see that they are faithfully executed. Now we 
come to what the laws of nations prescribe or permit in respect, 
for instance, of the reception of foreign ministers. They permit 
and they prescribe that one holding credentials to a foreign gov- 


ernment, no matter where that government may be, from another 


government, shall present his credentials to the diplomatic head 
of the country, whether that may be a sovereign who has the right 
to send an ambassador abroad or a limited sovereign who has not 
that right perhaps as an individual or as a personal sovereign right. 
It makes no difference what the character may be, whoever repre- 
sents the diplomatic powers of the government, as they are recog- 
nized under the laws of nations, is the proper person to whom 
those credentials shall be presented. 

After we did that in our Constitution, we commenced to put 
restrictions upon the President of the United States. He shall 
exercise his function of executing the laws of nations, but Con- 

has the right to laws to inflict punishment for a viola- 
ion of the laws of nations. Congress has the right to repeal the 
laws of nations so far as they affect our people. Co: did it 
when it passed all this series of acts under which we have had so 
much commotion lately in r t to the security of foreign 
countries because of the disposition of our own people to go out 
and raid and furnish others with military munitions and sup- 
plies. Congress has exercised that function beyond the function 
and power and scope of the laws of nations. e have gone fur- 
ther than the laws of nations in that particular. 

I come back now to the simple 38 What, then, is the 
office of the President of the United States in respect of the recog- 
nition of a e Chet the weary So far as it relates to any execu- 
tive function of his, he has the right and must have the exclusive 

ight, but when by sucha tion he wants to change the 

tion or status between us and any other country, there hi 
power stops. He can bow a minister into the doors of the Govern- 
ment; he can pass upon his credentials; he can welcome him to 
our shores; he can throw around him the gis of the protection 
of this Government, but he can not compel us to respond to that. 
He can not compel us in any legislative sense to recognize the 
combination of threeGovernments constituting the Central 
American Greater Republic—not at all. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to put a question to the Senator 
from Alabama right here, which seems to be the point in 
his argument. desire to put this illustration, if the Senator 

leases: We recognize Cuba by joint resolution over the 
President's veto, or it becomes a law by his retaining it in his 
pocket ten days, or in any other way. In the meantime Spain 
makes war upon us. We declare war on her and adjourn on the 
4th of March. Now, there is Cuba i as a free and in- 
dependent nation, if the act of Congress can do it, without the 
President's action, and there is in at war with us. 

Spain conquers Cuba; the re submit, and she takes posses- 
sion of every part of the island by the ist of May, Co not 
being in session, and it becomes a Saas Of 80 lies and of warlike 
operations against us. Is the President of the United States 
bound, until we get together in December and repeal our action, 
to treat Cuba under those circumstances as a friendly nation 
which we shall not attack or fight with? 

Mr. MORGAN. IthinkI can answer the question by a very 
simple illustration, which I think the Senator will admit to be a 
correct one. If at any time during the period between the adjourn- 
ment and the next meeting of Congress, and before we changed 
our attitude, after we had recognized the Republic of Cuba by a 
joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress in the most formal 
possible way, aship bearing the flag of the Republic of Cuba should 
enter the port of Boston, the officers of the port would be com- 

d to recognize her not merely as belo! to a government, 

t as belonging to a friendly government, and to give her hospi- 

tality and all that. It would be a law passed by Congress which 
binds all officers of the United States until it is repealed. 

Mr. HOAR. Including the President? 

Mr. MORGAN. Now, suppose, as the Senator says, the next 
gay after we adjourn Spain overwhelms Cuba; they make peace; 

e subjugation comes, and all that, so that the revolution no 
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longer exists and peace prevails there by the consent of Cuba, 
That does not re the act of C Mr. President. 

Mr. HOAR. the President fit out an expedition during that 

Mr. MORGAN. That depends we 
k Š t depends upon the war-makin; er. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that. i 

Mr. MORGAN. Oh, yes; if we are at war it changes the whole 
relation of the United States. When we are in a state of war with 
sea SC Cuba or suyining else every men the United States 
is aw an enemy of every Spaniard in world. 

M.. HOAR. Exactly. 

Mr. MORGAN. His status is fixed by law. But the state of 
war, as it is known to the law, is utterly different from the state 
of peace, and the rules of law applicable to war do not apply at 
all to a state of peace. Idid not remember that that category was 
in the Senator’s question. So the other one is perfectly plain. 

I will suppose that we are not at war, but that we have recog- 
nized the in ndence of Cuba. Con hasadjourned. Spain 
and Cuba ey iting * oo pia elms Cuba. Cuba makes 
peace, surren and submits. Until Congress changes the law 
if a ship comes into a port of the United States bearing the flag of 
the Republic of Cuba, we are bound to respect it, and so is eve 
officer, because the laws of the United States are paramount, an 
they stay there until they are repealed. 

r. HOAR. Weare bound, the Senator would say, to give the 
necessary pa at the custom-house to this ship, which is bound 
for Cuba, although it is in the possession of the enemy and the 
stores would at once become supplies of war against us. 

Mr. MORGAN. Exactly so, unless the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury has some latitude in the regulations he may form which 
would relieve him of the difficulty. I hope he has, and I 
he has, and I believe he has, altho Tam not quite sure of it. 
But in a case of that kind I sup e Secretary of the Treasury 
would have some power of regulation that would relieve the coun- 

of the anomalous embarrassment and situation. 

r. SHERMAN, I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive b 

Mr. BACON. Will the Senator from Ohio yield to me- before 
his motion is acted upon, simply to ask that the pending joint 
resolution may lie upon the table? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Ohio yield 
to the Senator from Georgia? 

Mr. S . Certainly, for one moment. 

Mr. BACON. I merely wish to ask that the joint resolution 
introduced by the Senator from Texas may lie on the table, in 
order that on Wednesday morning next at the conclusion of the 
morning business I may submit some remarks thereon. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I believe the debate has been p 
by unanimous consent, and I desire now to have the unfinish 
business laid before the Senate. 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
unfinished business, which will be stated by title. 

Thé SECRETARY. A bill (H. R. 8656) providing for free home- 
steads on the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and 
bona fide settlers, and reserving the public lands for that p 2 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I now ask unanimous consent that the 
unfinished business may be taken up to-morrow morning imme- 
diately after the routine ail e 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ere objection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, : 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNINd, its Chief Clerk, annou: that the House had 
the bill (S. 1726) to approve and ratify the construction of a bridge 
across the Red River between the States of Arkansas and Texas 
ata i ge above the town of Fulton,in Arkansas, on said river, built 
by the Texarkana Northern Railway 5 , but now owned 
andoperated by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Railway Company, 
and to authorize the latter company to maintain said bridge over 
said waterway, subject to certain stipulations and conditions, with 
an amendment in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The m also announced that the S r of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon 
signed by the Vice-President: 


A bill (H. R. 3877) granting a pension to Henderson Marple; 

A bill (H. R. 5407) to remove the Lap hi desertion now stand- 
ing against Oscar A. Bulette, known in his military title as Aus- 
tin Bulette, late private in Company E, Fifty-second Ilinois 
Infantry Volunteers, during late war; 

A bill (H. R. 7777) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
furnish condemned cannon to Fort Thomas, Ky.; and 


A bill (H. R. 7945) to provide for the entry of lands in Greer 
County, 
purposes, 


kla., to give preference rights to settlers, and for other 
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USE OF MONEY IN ELECTIONS. 

Mr. ALLEN. With the consent of the Senator from Ohio, I 
desire to ask unanimous consent to have printed in the RECORD 
a careful analysis of the vote at the recent election as bearing 
upon the result of the Presidental election in support of the reso- 
lution introduced by me a week or two ago. 

Mr. HILL. What is the paper? 

Mr. ALLEN. It is an analysis of the Presidential vote of the 
United States, and is very brief. 

Mr. HILL. Who makes it? 

Mr. ALLEN. It was prepared by Mr. Emerson, a very com- 
petent tleman. 

Mr. HILL. I object. Let it be printed as a document. Ido 
not believe in encumbering the RECORD with everybody’s effusions. 

Mr. ALLEN. I am willing to take it as a document, by the 
grace of the Senator from New York. 

Mr. HILL. I have no objection to that. 5 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The paper will be printed as a docu- 
ment, in the absence of objection. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

Mr. SHERMAN, I renew my motion for an executive session. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the cor- 
sideration of executive business. After one hour and twelve min- 
utes spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 
5 o'clock and 47 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow, Tuesday, January 12, 1897, at 12 o'clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate January 11, 1897. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 

Capt. William T. Sampson, United States Navy, to be Chief of 
the Bureau of Ordnance, in the Department of the Navy, from the 
28th day of January, 1897. oe 

Commander Jopi B. Coghlan, to be a captain in the Navy, 
from the 18th day of November, 1896, vice Capt. Alfred T. Mahan, 
retired. 

Lieut. Commander William I. Moore, to be a commander in the 
Navy, from the 18th day of November, 1896, vice Commander 
Joseph B. Coghlan, promoted. 

P. A. Engineer William N. Little, to be a chief engineer in the 
Navy, from the 14th day of December, 1896, vice Chief Engineer 
David Smith, retired. 

Asst. Engineer Cleland N. Offley, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer in the Navy, from the 14th day of December, 1896, vice P. A. 
Engineer William N. Little, promoted. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Pay Department. 

Lieut. Col. George William Candee, deputy paymaster-general, 

to be assistant paymaster-general with ‘the rank of colonel, Jan- 
7, 1897, vice Canby, retired from active service. 

aj. Alfred Elliott Bates, paymaster, to be deputy paymaster- 

neral with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, January 7, 1897, vice 
dee, promoted. 3 


POSTMASTER. 
August Pein,to be ter at Eureka, in the county of Me- 
Pherson and State of South Dakota, in the place of H. 


Hooper, whose commission expired January 6, 1897. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, January 11, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clockm. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. 
Henry N. CoupDEN. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and 
approved, 

PACIFIC RAILROAD FUNDING BILL. 

The SPEAKER. The first business under the special order is 
the vote upon the various Fpl sing eared connected with the bill 
H. R. No. 8189. The Chair desires to state the condition of affairs 
to the House. As the Chair understands it, there are no amend- 
ments offered to the original bill. There are two substitutes, to 
one of which an amendment is offered. It will be n: first 
to vote upon that amendment to the substitute in order to perfect 
it. And when that has been done the substitute offered by the 
. from Texas [Mr. BELL] will first be voted upon, and 
if it is adopted it will take the place of the original bill, as being, 
in the N of the House, the position it ought to take; and 
there will be no vote upon the other substitute. If the substitute 
of the gentleman from Texas is not adopted. then the question will 
recur with regard to the first substitute. That will then be voted 
pon The Chair has an idea that is the understanding of the 

ouse and that that will do justice to the condition of the bill. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. S er— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is mistaken in saying that there 
are no amendments to the original bill. There are committee 


amendments that have been adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole. There were no amendments pending in the Committee of 
the Whole. The question will be taken first on the committee 
amendments to the original bill. 

Mr. POWERS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. POWERS. Iapprehend the Chair is in error as to the status 
of the two substitutes. The substitute offered by the gentleman 
from Texas Si BELL] is offered as a substitute for the substi- 
tute offered by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Harrison]. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. And for the bill. 

Mr. POWERS. And for the bill. It is first a substitute for the 
proposition of the gentleman from Alabama, not, as I understand, 
antagonizing the bill in the first instance, but first antagonizing 
the substitute of the gentleman from Alabama. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the amendment 
offered to the other substitute is in the nature of a substitute itself. 

Mr. POWERS. It is. The amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. NortHwaAy] practically substitutes one sec- 
tion for another, if my understanding is correct. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. There are four sections in the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Harrison], and I 
propose to amend only two of those sections. Mine is an amend- 


oat TERRY. A parllam inquiry, Mr. Speaker. Lund. 
; - par en inquiry, Mr. er. Iunder- 
stood the Chair to announce a w AAE that there was only one 
amendment, an amendment to the substitute of the gentleman 
from Alabama. As I understand it, the Committee of the Whole 
adopted certain amendments. 

e SPEAKER. The Chair corrected his original statement, 
The Chair had been told that there were no pending amendments, 
and technically there are no pending amendments in the sense of 
their boing nding in the committee. The Chair subsequently 
announ t there were amendments made in Committee of 
the Whole on which the vote would first be taken. The gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. POWERS] seems to think that the Chair is 
misinformed as to the order of the substitutes. 

Mr. POWERS. I beg the Chair's pardon—not as to the order, 
but as to the form in which thé substitute of the gentleman from 
Texas was ordered. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. HARRI- 
son] first offered his substitute. The gentleman from Texas, 
of course, would haye no parliamen status to offer an inde- 
pendent substitute to the bill, but he could offer his amendment 
as a substitute for the substitute proposed by the gentleman from 
Alabama, and he did so offer it in form. 

The SPEAKER. Wasthat done by unanimous consent? 

Mr. DOCKERY. It was. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from Vermont read the 
form in which the substitute of the gentleman from Texas was 
offered? The Chair was informed that the way in which the con- 
sent of the House was given was as the Chair stated it. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Here is what took place. Iread from 
page 619 of the RECORD: 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Mr. Chairman, the other day I had printed in the 


r 
RECORD a substitute which I now ask us consent to offer as a sub- 
aug dil for the substitute of the gentleman from Alabama and for the pend- 


The SPEAKER. If by consent of the. House the proposition 
was offered asa substitute for the substitute of the gentleman 
from Alabama, then it will have to be voted upon as such. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. And also, by consent of the House, it was 
offered as a substitute for the pending bill. 

The SP. It can not be both. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. It can by unanimous consent, can it not? 

The SPEAKER. It makes very little difference, inasmuch as 
it was all done by consent of the House. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. When I offered my substitute, the Chair 
stated it in this way: 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. BELL] asks permission 
to offer a substitute, which has already been printed in the RECORD, and 
which he now sends to the Clerk's desk—a substitute for the substitute 
offered by the gentleman from Ala Is there objection to the substitute 
of the gentleman from Texas being considered as pending? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. POWERS. That is correct. 

TheSPEAKER. The first question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ments of the committee adopted in Committee of the Whole. If 
no separate vote is asked for, the Chair will put the question on the 
amendments as a whole. 

Mr. POWERS. Those amendments are entirely satisfactory to 
the committee, Mr. Speaker. é 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. 2 as I understand it, those are 
amendments to the original bill. 

The SPEAKER. They are amendments to the original bill. 

The amendments were adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now upon the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NortHway] to the substitute of- 
f by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Harrison]. The 
Clerk will report the amendment., 
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The amendment of Mr. NorrHway was read, as follows: 
3 out all of section 1, after the words “Section 1.“ and insert the fo - 
ing: 


ng: 

“Thata commission consisting of three persons, to be named, one each, 
by the Secretary of the retary of the Interior, and Attorney- 

neral, shall be constituted, with full power to settle, adjust, or compromise 
the indebtedness of any and all of the bond-aided Pacific to the 
Government of the United States upon such terms and in such manner as 
may be agreed upon by such road or roads and such commission: Provided, 
That any and all settlements thus made shall be submitted in Parag to the 
AA for his approval or e and when approved by shall 
ment.’ 


In lieu 79 4 insert the following: 

171717 eapncnnen PA TECA FA an heidi A 

r 
the arn of $15,000, or so much thersot . be needed to pay such whe 9 
sioners and to pay the expenses incident to such settlement and to carry out 
the provisions of this act, is hereby appropriated out of any funds in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurson the substitute of 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 7 8 8 the substitute offered 
by the gentleman from Alabama . HARRISON]. 

The question being taken, the Speaker d that the noes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. BELL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 71 members voting therefor. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, a parliamen inquiry. Ofcourse 
Ishall vote against both substitutes, but should like to know, for m 
own guidance, whether, if the Bell substitute is adopted, that wi 
not eliminate the Harrison substitute from further consideration? 

The SPEAKER. It will. The question will then come upon 
the adoption of the substitute of the gentleman from Texas 5 
BELL] for the original bill. The question now is on the adoption 
of a substitute of the gentleman from Texas for the substitute of 


the gentleman from bama. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 110, nays 157, not 
voting 88; as follows: 
X YEAS—110. 
Abbott, De Witt, Leonard, Snover, 
Aldrich, T. H. 0 Lewis, 85 
v. Dockery, Linton, 8 
Baker, Kans. Doolittle. Livingston, Steele, 
Baker, N. H. Ellett, Martin, (or apy 
‘ham, Erdman. McCulloch, tokes, 
Bartlett, Ga. Fairchild, McDearmon, Strode. Nebr. 
P, Fenton, cEwan, trong, 
Bell, Colo. Fitzge MeMillin. Wwanson, 
Bell. Tex. 088. Meiklejohn, Talbert, 
Bingham, Grout, ercer, Tayler, 
Blue, ager, Moody, Terry, 
er, Hainer, Nebr. Neill, Thorp, 
Burton, Mo. Northway, Towne, 
y, Coden, Y, 
i, Howard, Otey, ` ler. 
Coffin. Howell, Parker, an Horn, 
Connoll Hubbard, P 3 Walker, Va. 
Cooke, II. ull, Pendleton, Wanger, 
Cooper, Fla. Hutcheson, Pitney, Warner, 
Cooper, Tex. Johnson, In Price, W. m, 
Cor! Jones, Prin te, 
Cox, Ke Pugh. Williams. 
Crisp, Kendall, Ric Wilson, Ohio 
Crowther, Kirkpatrick, Rinaker, Wood, 
berson, Kleberg, Sayers, ‘Woodard. 
Curtis, Kans. y, Scranton, 
‘ord, Latimer, 8 
NAYS—157. 
Adams, Curtis, N. Y. Hyde, Powers, 
Aitken. II. e k Quigg, 
Allen, Ù Daniels, o! ey, 
Anderson, yton, Johnson, N. Dak. Reeves, 
Apsley, De Armond, oy Robertson. La 
Arnold, Pa. Denny, Kiefer, Robinson, Pa, 
Arnold, R. I. Dolliver, Knox, vse, 
‘Atwood, Dovener, Kyle, usk, 
Avery, Draper, La Russell, Conn. 
beock, Ellis, Layton, 0 
Bankhead, Evans, Leighty, he 
ey, Faris, Lester, Smith, III. 
Bartholdt, Fischer, Linney, Southard 
Bartlett, Fletcher, Long, Southwick, 
Beach, Foote. Loud, § g, 
Bennett, Gamble, Low, 8 
Berry, Gardner, re, Try, 
Black, Gilet N. Y. Mahon,” Stewart, Wis, 
ers, e > on, 
Brewster, Gillett, Marsh, Stone, C. W. 
Broderick, Grow, McCleary, Minn. Stone, W. A. 
Bromwell, Halterman, McClellan, ulzer, 
Harmer, c . Ky. Taft, 
5 i McLachlan, te, 
ull, eredith, Tawney, 
Burrell, Hatch, Miller, W. Va. Thomas, 
Burton, Ohio Henderson, eS, Turner, 
Calderhead, Hendrick, Minor, Wis. Turner, Va. 
Cannon, Henry, Conn. Mitchell, U: A 
"Ca epburn, Morse, Van Voorhis, 
OChicke: a Hermann, Murray. Watson, Ohio 
Clarke, cks, ewlands, Wi m, 
Cob Hilborn, dell, W. 
Cod A Otjen, ‘Wilson, Idaho 
8 — Hooker, Ove Li N.Y. 
looper, ens, n, 
88 Howe: 7 Patterson, Wright. 
Crowley, uff, Payne, 
uling, r 
Curtis, Iowa Hunter, Poole, 
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NOT VOTING—33, 


Acheson, Griswold, McCall, Tenn. Settl 
Aldrich, W. F. Grosvenor, ene haw. 
Aldrich, III. Hadley, McCormick, Shuford, 
Allen, Hanly, McLaurin, impki 
Andrews, Hardy, McRae, er, 
Baker, Md. Harris, Mee Smith, Mich. 
Barret Heatwole, g, 
Bishop, Heiner, Pa. Miller, Kans, Stewart, N. J. 
Boutelle, Pemenways e trait, 
Brown, Henry, In Miner, N Y: Strowd, N. 0. 
B. tt, ond . ullowa; 
Clark, Iowa Hulick, Money, Trace K 
Clark, Mo. Hurley, Moses, y 
Colson, err, Mozley, Tucker, 
Cor Kulp, Murphy, Wadsworth, 
P, Lefever, 00) Walker, Mass, 
ley, ise 4 Phillips, ‘Watson, Ind. 
Eddy, Little, Pickler, Wheeler, 
5 e 
wyn, e 3 eyburn, , 
Graff, Maddox, ussell, oomer, 
Griffin, McCall, Mass. Sauerhering, 


So the substitute of Mr. B of Texas was rejected. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. My colleague, Mr. ANDREWS, was 
suddenly called to Chicago yesterday by a telegram announcin 
what is feared may be the fatal illness of a sister. I therefore as 
that he be exc from this vote and that he have leave of ab- 
sence for ten days. 

TheSPEAKER. Without objection, the request will be granted. 

There was no objection. . 

The following pairs were announced: 

Until further notice: 

Mr. MILLIKEN with Mr. MONEY. 

Mr. HANLx with Mr. Moses. 

Mr. HEMENWAY with Mr. MINER of New York, 

Mr. WooMER with Mr. SHAW. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr, Sora. 

Mr. Watson of Indiana with Mr. MEYER. 

Mr. CLARK of Missouri with Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi. 

Mr. Hirr with Mr. McRar. ; 

Mr. Cousins with Mr. MOLAURIN. 

Mr. TRACEWELL with Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia. 

Mr. Huck with Mr. Yoakum. 

Mr. KULP with Mr. STRAIT. 

Mr. Henry of Indiana with Mr. Srrowp of North Carolina, 

For this day: 

Mr. ALDRICH of Illinois with Mr. MILES, 

On this question: 

Mr. LEISENRING with Mr. BISHOP, 

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER with Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. Brown with Mr. LITTLE, 

Mr. HURLEY with Mr. FOWLER. 

Mr. LORIMER with Mr. SHurorp. 

Mr. Crump with Mr. Mappox. 

Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. ACHESON. 

X Mr. MCCALL of Massachusetts with Mr. WILsSoN of South Caro- 
ina. i 
Mr. WOODARD with Mr. SKINNER. 

On this vote: 

Mr. BOUTELLE with Mr. SIMPKINS, 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on the substitute of 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. HARRISON]. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Can we have that substitute read? 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the Clerk will read the 
substitute. f 

The proposed substitute of Mr. HARRISON was read, as follows: 


“ SECTION 1. That the Secretary of the Treasury, the tary of the 
Interior, and the Attorney-General, and their successors in office, be, and 
they are hereby, a) ttle the indebt- 


e owners of said railroads: 
made shall be submitted in writing to the President for his approval or dis- 
approval, and unless approved by Fan din 

SO. 2. That said commission or aay. member of the same is hereby author- 
ized and empowered to administer oa 


of their failure to settle said indebtedness or any 
of making such report, to recommend such legi 
may be n. or proper to protect the interests of the Government and to 
prey fa the prompt collection of any of said indebtedness that may then be 
due and unpaid ` 
“SRO. 4. 
be, and is hereby, appropriated, out of any funds in the 
wise appropriated, to defray the expenses of said commission 


on asin their judgment 


t the sum of $5,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
not other- 
carrying 


| out the provisions of this act. 


The guea having been put, 

The SPEAKER. The noes seem to have it. 

Mr. HARRISON. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The question being taken on ordering the yeas and nays, there 
were—ayes 47. 
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The SPEAKER, In the opinion of the Chair, not a sufficient 
number have voted to order the yeas and nays. 
7 HARRISON and Mr. HOPKINS. Let us have the other 
side. 
The negative vote having been taken on ordering the yeas and 


855 there were—ayes 47, noes 127. 
8 voting in favor thereof) the yeas and nays were 
order 

The 7 was taken; and there were—yeas 55, nays 214, not 
voting 86; as follows: 

; YEAS—55. 
Bankhead, urea Mrd Ky Bone, Ww. 
rou c A ne, C. W. 

Bar 5 McCulloch, trong, 
Bartlett, Ga. er, Nebr. 1b eco Talbert, 
pal Tex. cEwan, Terry, 
Boatner. n, McMillin, Thorp, 

‘ke, Ala. Hermann, Minor, Wis. Turner, Va. 

per, Fla. Hopkins, eill Upde 

x, Howe, Northway, an Horn, 

more, Hubbard, tey, alker, Va. 
little, Hutcheson, jèn, Wanger, 
15 55 

T eberg, endleton, i 

Honana, 7. 8 
NAYS—214. 

a , Sardis. To Joy, ey, 

en, em * 
Allen, Utah Cu N. Y: en ichar. A 
oer ci Dantord, Kirkpatrick, 5 

ley, o) r T ober 
Arnold, Pa. Daniels, OX, Rol n, 
Arnold, R. I. Dayton, Kylo, oyse, 

twood, De Armond, timer, nl 

very, Denny, Lawson, ussell, Conn. 
Ba De Witt, Layton, yers, 
Bailey, Dockery, Leight: Scranton, 
Baker, Kans, Dolliver, 3 Shafroth, 
e e . Simpkins 

ey, aper, ey, ns, 
rthold: dy, ntok, th, 
oe 1 tt, N. Y. = e Southard 
vans, $ u 
Colo. F i Lou uthwick, 
Bennett, F. W, palding, 

St Fenton, ypencer, 
Bing 8 Fischer, y, > 
Black, , Foote, Mahon, Paulie, 
Blue, Foss, Marsh, tallings, 
Boutelle, Gamble, Martin, Sen i 

wers, Gardner, McCleary, Minn. Stewart, W. 
Brewster, ibson. McClellan, toke: 
Broderick, illet, N. Y. McClure, tone, W. A. 
Bromw: Gillett, Mass. MoLaohlan, trode, Nebr. 
ea Grows are lejohn, 83 

u terman, ercer, Wanson, 
Bull, Harmer, Meredith, t $ 
Barron? 11 23 J Sad wi 

urton, Mo. ‘awney, 
Peete, Regd atch, Mitche! move! 

er eatwole, 1 omas, 
Cannon, Hendersgn, Moved, Towne, 
1 Hendrick, Mozley, a Y, 

cke 5 Henry, Conn. Murray, Treloar, 
Clardy, epburn, ewlands, Turner, 
Cockrell, Hitborn, . ny his, 

en, an Voor! 
Codding,- Overstreet, Warner, 
8 Hooker. Parker, 
Connolly, 0 Patterson, Watson, O 
8 is. Howell, Payne, elli m, 
Cooper, Te Huling Perkin Wiis 
r, Tex. uling, ‘erkins, 
Cooper, Wis. ull, Pitney, Wilson, Idaho 
Cor’ Hunter, Poole, Wilson, N. X. 
Hyde, Powers, agiango, Ohio 
Crowley, e Price, ‘oodman, 
Crowther, Johnson, Cal. Prince, Wright. 
Culberson, Johnson, Pugh, 
ings, Jones, Quigg, 
NOT VOTING—86. 
Acheson. Griffin, McCall, T Shaw, 
Aldrich, T. H. Griswold, McCormick, Bhuford, 
Aldrich, W. F. Grosvenor, cLaurin, Skinner, 
Aldrich, III. Hadley, cRae, Seni, 
Allen, any, Meyer, rg, 
Andrews, Har D iles, Stewart, N. J. 
Baker, Md. Harris, Miller, Kans. trait, 
Barrett, Heiner, Pa. en. trowd, N. O. 
Belknap, A Aa hi Miner, N. Y. oway, 
Bishop, Henry, Mondell, Cewe. 
wn, Hitt, Money, cker, 
` Hulick, 0568, Wadsworth, 
Clark, Iowa Hurley, Murphy, Walker, Mass, 
Clark, Mo. Kerr, Noonan, Watson, Ind. 
Colson, Kulp, Phillips, Wheeler, 
Co Lefever, Pickler, Wilber, 
Cowen, Leisenring, Ray. Wilson, S. C. 
Crump, ttle, Reyburn Woodard, 
Dingley, Lorimer. „Ga. Woomer, 
Fowler, Loudenslager, Sauerhe x Y 
Goodwyn, Maddox Settle, 
Graff, McCall, Mass. Shannon, 


So the proposed substitute of Mr. Harrison was rejected. 

Mr. HUBBARD. T rise to a parliamentary ss rd I W o 
be informed by the Chair whether this is the proper time to 0 
a motion to recommit. 
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The SPEAKER. After the bill has been ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time that motion will be in order. And the next 
question is upon ordering the bill to its engrossment and third 


Mr. POWERS. On that question I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 103, nays 168, not 
voting 84; as follows: 


YEAS—108. 
À Crowley, Hooker, Powers, °. 
Ke 4 Culberson, g. uigg, 
Al T E. 95 7 Hunter, ey, 
psley, N. Jenkins, Reeves, 
Arnold, Pa. Dalze Johnson, Cal. Robinson, Pa. 
Arnold, R. I. Daniels, Kirkpatrick, Royse, 
twood, Dayton, Knox, Rusk, 
Avery, Denn: Kyle, Russell, Conn. 
Babcock, Doveter, La: gna 
Bankhead, Draper, Leighty, mith, Ill. 
Baine Evans, Linton, Southwick, 
Benn t Faris, Long, Spencer, 
Berry 5 1285 
utelle, ‘oot 
Brewster, Gardner, Mechetian, Stone, 0. W. 
Brost eile N.Y. peg izer, 
Bull, illett, Mass. er, V: Taft, 
derhead, Grow, Mitchell, o 
Ca 5 Halterman, orso, Van Voorhis, 
Cate. Hardy, Mozley, Wadswo' 
Chickering, Harmer, urray, Watson, Ohio 
Clarke, Ala. Hak Odell, ellin; = 
Cobb Henderson, Overstreet, Wilson, N. Y. 
Connolly Booba outta Wright. 
mnolly, epburn, ayne, > 
Cowen, Hi, Poole, 
NAYS—168, 
Abbott, Dolliver, ys Rinaker, 
Allen, U. Doolittle, Latimer, Robertson, La. 
nderso; dy. La Sayers, 
iley, Ellett, ranto: 
Baker, Kans. llis, Lester, Shafroth, 
Baker, N. E Lewis, Shannon, 

f Linney, iey 
tholdt, Fenton, Li Smith, Mich. 
tlett, Ga. Fitzgerald, Loud, Snover, 

Bartlett, N. Y. Fletcher, mt 
H en Mahany, pal 3 
P, Gamble, Sparkman, 
Bell, Colo. Gibson, in, 8 
. Hager 3 
i, er, ure; e 
Bi Hazer, Nebr. McCormick, Stewart, Wis 
Blue. Hall, Moorea, Éy. Stokes, 
tner, McCulloch, Strode, Nebr. 
Wers, Hart, McDearmon, wanson, 
Brode: Ha McEwan, Talbert, 
Buck, eatwole, McLachlan, Tate, 
Burrell, Hendrick, McMillin Tawney, 
Burton, Mo. Hermann, Meiklejohn, Tayler, 
Burton, Ohio Hicks, Mercer, ‘erry, 
Clardy, Hilborn, Milnes, rp, 
Cockrell. Hopkins, — r, Wis. Towne, 
Cook, Wis. Howard, ys Tracey, 
Cooke, II. Howe. Neill, Treloar, 
Cooper, Fla. Howell, Newlands, Turner, Ga. 
Cooper, Tex. Hub Northway, Turner, Va 
Cooper, Wis. Huff, Ogden, ler, 
Cor! Hull. N. på ; 
Cox, Hutcheson, Otjen, Van Horn, 
p: Hyde, wens, Walker, Va. 
Crowther, Johnson, Ind. Parker, Wanger, 
Johnson, N. Dak. Pearson, Warner, 
Curtis, ones, Pendleton, Washi 
Danford, Joy, Perkins, White, 
De Armond, em, Pitney, Williams, 
De Witt, Kendall, Prince, Willis, 
Dinsmore, Kiefer, 4 Wilson, Idaho 
Dockery, Kleberg Richardson, 
NOT VOTING—S4. 
Acheson, Griffin, McCall, Tenn. Shaw, 
Aldrich, W. F. Griswold, Laurin, Shuford. 
drich, III. Grosvenor, Rae, er. 
‘Allen, Miss. ey, Meyer, a 
drews, Hanly, Mi Stewart, N. J. 
er, Md. Miller, Kans. Stone, W. A. 
Heiner, Pa. 3 Strait. 
hop, Hemenway, Miner, N. Y. Strong. 
Bromwell, Henry, Mondell, Strowd, N.O. 
Brown, Hitt, Money, Sulloway. 
Bru Hulick, 0808, Tracewell, 
rk, Iowa Hurley, Murphy, Tucker, 
rk, Mo. 2 Yoonan, Walker, Mass, 
Jofin, Kulp. Philli Watson, Ind. 
Colson. Lefever, Pickler, Wheeler, 
Co Leisenring, ice, Wilber, 
Crum Little. Y Wilson, Ohio 
Dingley, Lorimer, Reyburn. Wilson, 
888 eee Eoman Ga. ee k 
Goodwyn, Ox. uerhering, oomer, 
Graff, Call. Mass. ttle, Yoakum. 


a third time. 
Kihe announcement of the result was received with applause. ] 
. HUBBARD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ascertain now if a 
motion to reconsider and lay on the table would be in order. 
The SPEAKER. It Soal. 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote taken and to lay that motion on the table was adopted. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, this being the coy so a by 
the rules for the consideration of business reported from the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, and that committee havin, 

veral important matters to present which are not yet perf 3 
I would unanimous consent that next Monday may be consid- 
A as District day instead of this. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 

PRINTING ON FUNDING BILL. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a parliamen- 


tary ee f 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. TALBERT. I wish to ask if the ission to extend 


remarks in the RECORD upon the Pacific oad bill, which has 
Just been rejected, applied only to those who have addressed the 
‘House upon the subject, or whether it embraced any members 
‘who desired to do so? ? 

The SPEAKER. The recollection of the Chair is that it applied 
only to persons who have spoken upon the subject. 

Mr. TALBERT. I ask unanimous consent that this consent be 
extended to all members for ten days. 

There was no objection. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

from the Senate, by Mr. Piatt, one of its clerks, an- 


t the Senate had passed without amendment joint 


Am 
nounced 
fesolution (H. Res. 213) to permit railroads in the District to oc- 
gupy additional parts of streets to accommodate the traveling pub- 

attending the inaugural ceremonies. 

The m also announced that the Senate had passed the bill 
(S. 8318) for the relief of John N. Quackenbush, late a commander 
E the United States Navy; in which the concurrence of the House 


was requested. 
SENATE BILLS REFERRED, 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills were 
taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

A bill (S. 8219) donating condemned cannon and cannon balls 
to Wadsworth Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of Helena, 
Mont.—-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A bill (S. 3313) for the relief of John N. Quackenbush, late com- 

der in the United States Navy to the Committee on Naval 
‘airs. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 

that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 


lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 
Ab 7 5 R. 7945) to provide for the entry of lands in Greer 
County, Okla., to give preference rights to settlers, and for other 


urposes; 
E A bill (H. R. 7777) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
furnish condemned cannon to Fort Thomas, Ky.; 

A bill (H. R. 5407) to remove the charge of desertion now stand- 
ing against Oscar A. Bulette, known in his military title as Aus- 
‘tin Bulette, late private in Company E, Fifty-second Ilinois In- 
fantry Volunteers, during late war; an 

A bill (H. R. 3877) granting a pension to Henderson Marple. 

: PACIFIC RAILROAD FUNDING BILL. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I move to recommit this bill to 

the Committee on the Pacific Railroads. It is apparent that the 
of the House is against the principle embodied in the bill, 
t it is equally apparent, to my mind at least, that every mem- 

r wants something to be done to adjust this indebtedness, 

Mr. HARRISON, Mr. Speaker, we can not hear the gentle- 
man’s suggestion. 

Mr. POWERS. I will fe I say that it is manifest by the 
vote just taken that the House is oppned to the principle em- 

ed in the bill. I believe, though, that every member here 

esires some action in the premises, and if this is recommitted to 

the committee we will attempt to formulate a bill that will meet 
the approval of the House. 

I move, therefore, that it be recommitted to the Committee on 
Pacific Railroads. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman moves that this bill be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on the Pacific Railroads. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Is that motion in order? 

wes HUBBARD. Mr. Speaker, a point of order against that 
motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri will state the 
point of order. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to raise the point of order against it. 

The SPEAKER. On what ground? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Because the motion is notin order at this time. 


. The motion is notin order because the House 
has killed the bill by the action just taken, 


Mr. DOCKERY. The motion to recommit, as I understand it, 
can be made after the previous question is ordered and after the 


bill has been ordered to its engrossment and third reading. I have 
not the rules before me. But the House, by an overwhelming vote, 
refused to order the engrossment and third reading of this bill. 
I desire to submit, further, that there has been intervening busi- 
ness. The chairman of the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia claimed the floor, and under the rule secured the consent of 
the House to substitute next Monday for to-day. Other matters 
of business have also intervened. : 

The SPEAKER. By the order of the House it was provided 
that the previous question be ordered on this bill to its 1 
sage, and fmal vote thereon should be taken immediately a 
the reading of the Journal” to-day (Monday), So the previous 
question was ordered. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is true; but in this case, as 1 understand 
the parliamentary situation, the vote has been taken on the pr 
osition to engross the bill and order it to a third reading. The 
House refused to order the bill to be engrossed and read a third 
time, and thereupon a motion was made to reconsider and lay on 
the table the vote by which the House refused to order its engross- 
ment. The gentleman from Vermont now seeks to interpose a 
motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER. But the House, although it might have refused 
the bill on p passage in the House, may desire to recommit it for 
further action on the 3 75 of the co ttee. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I have been looking for the section of the 
rule that applies to this situation, but have so far been unable to 
find it. Iam of the opinion, however, that the motion to recom- 
mit is not in order until after the bill has been ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

e SPEAKER. The situation, the Chair will state, is rather 
an unusual one, and unless there is some authority on the subject 
to be submitted now perhaps the matter had better go over until 
to-morrow, 

Mr. DOCKERY. Iam de content that it shall go over until 
to-morrow morning immediately after the reading of the Journal. 

Mr. TERRY. . Speaker, there is another suggestion I would 
like to make in this connection. By an overwhelming vote of the 
House, not only has this bill been killed by refusing to order it to 
engrossment and third reading, but it has been killed and put into 
its coffin, and by the ‘‘eternal-cinch” effect of the motion to recon- 
sider and lay on the table the coffin has been nailed up. I do not 
see how the motion of the gentleman from Vermont can resurrect 
a body as dead as that is. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may possibly mislead the 
House by too much metaphor. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I un d this will go over until after the 
reading of the Journal to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to look into it. The 
Chair does not remember any such occurrence heretofore. 


TITLES AND UNIFORMS OF EX-ARMY OFFICERS, 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 9710) to authorize officers 
who served during the war of the rebellion in the Regular Army 
to bear the title and, on occasions of ceremony, wear the uniform 
of their highest rank, 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That all officers who have served during the rebellion 
as officers of the Regular Army of the United States, and have been honor- 
ably discharged or resigned from the service, shall be entitled to bear the 
official title and, upon occasions of ceremony, to wear the uniform of the 

est grade they have held, by brevet or other comm: m, as is now 
authorized for officers of volunteers by section 1226, Revised Statutes. 

ane 5 Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the 

Mr. BAILEY. Reserving the right to object, I should like to 
hear some explanation of the bill. 

Mr. HULL. With the consent of the House, I want to make a 
very brief statement. Immediately after the war Congress passed 
a law authorizing the officers of the volunteer service to wear their 
uniforms on occasions of ceremony, but did not provide for offi- 
cers who served during the war in the Regular Army and who 
resigned. This bill is simply to extend the provisions of that sec- 
tion of the statute, so that officers of the Regular Army who served 
during the war and who have resigned or been honorably dis- 
charged may have the same right that the volunteer officers have 
had ever since the war closed. s 

Mr. BAILEY. It involves no charge on the Treasury? 

Mr. HULL. Absolutely none. Itis simply a matter of senti- 


ment. 

Mr. CANNON. I suppose the officer will continue to wear his 
uniform of actual grade at all other times except on ceremonious 
occasions? 

Mr. HULL. It does not affect the officers now in the Army at 
all. Itonly affects those who have resigned and whoare no longer 
connected with the Army. 


1897. 


Mr. BOUTELLE. What grade of uniform do they wear? 
Mr. HULL. The highest grade that they had during the war. 
Mr. WADSWORTH. Why should they wear the uniform at 


all now, if they are not connected with the service? 
Mr. HULL. Why should the volunteer officers? 
Mr. WADSWORTH. For services rendered. K 
Mr. BOUTELLE. I should like to have the bill read again. 
TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will again report the bill. 


The bill was again read. ¢ 
The SP Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 


There was no objection. PER 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of . HULL, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
‘was laid on the table. 


W. H. WADE. 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill which I send to the Clerk's desk. 
| Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, will the Chair enter- 
tain a motion to go into Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union for the consideration of appropriation bills? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right to make that 
- ‘motion. 

|. Mr. CURTIS of New York, I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
for the purpose of considering appropriation bills, with a view to 
calling up the Military Academy appropriation bill. 

Mr. TRACEY. I trust the gentleman will withhold that mo- 
tion just a minute, in order that the House may consider the bill 
(H. It. 9593) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain and ac 
i dems teys quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers. It 
‘take only a minute. 2 
Mr. CURTIS of New York. I consent to the consideration of 
that bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the 
(fs, authorized and directed to credit the account of 55 
actin O 


‘books of the as 1 and regimental quartermaste: 
af —— of Ohio 8 with the sum of $420.15, re- 


the Thirty- 
‘ceived by him as such captain acting regimental quarte: r and dis- 
bursed by him to extra-duty men for extra duty as of date the 13th ~~ of 
September, A. D. 5 said W. H. Wade a receipt in full of 
if demands against on said account; and that he cause all proceedings 
jin the circuit court of the United States for the western district of Misso! 

said W. H. Wade to be dismissed and satisfaction entered on the 
records of said court of any judgment therein rendered against him as 

r on account of said receipt and 


be, and he hereby 


e un. ot pres interest, and costs of suit. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I should like to hear some explanation by 
the gentleman. 


Mr. TRACEY. I will cheerfully make an explanation, Mr. 
Speaker. This bill has the unanimous report of the committee 
because of the merits which were apparent on the testimony of- 
|fered, which testimony shows that in September, 1862, W. H. 
Wade was an officer in the Army of the United States, being cap- 
tain of the Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers. At that time he was 
acting regimental quartermaster, and there was transmitted to 
him, through Col. A. J. Mackay, assistant quartermaster, 8485.15, 
to be paid out by him on rolls to extra-duty men for extra duty 
performed. The money was paid out by him, as the pron shows, 
on the rolls and vouchers, to the amount of $420.15. e remain- 
der of the money, being withheld from payment hy reason of the 
absence of a part of the men, was subsequently turned over by 
Captain Wade to M. D. W. Harman, acting assistant quartermas- 
ter of the United States 8 that all of the money was ac- 
counted for by him, having been paid out to the men who were 
entitled to it, with the exception of that balance, He made a set- 
tlement with the Second Auditor of the Treasury, with whom he 
filed all of his vouchers, including the pay roll, but was not aware 
at the time that he was required to make a settlement with the 
Third Auditor of the Treasury. 

He was given credit for the payment on his account, and he sup- 
posed his accounts were entirely settled, and had no other infor- 
mation until a number of years after the war, when the Third 
Auditor of the Treasury informed him that this amount was still 
standing against him. In the first place, they said that Mr. Mackay 
was refused credit for the payment of this money to Wade; but 
subsequently he was allowed credit and his account settled. It 
would, therefore, be apparent that Mr. Wade ought to be allowed 
jeredit; and the officers of the Treasury think he ought to be 
allowed credit, but find themselves technically prevented from giv- 
ing him credit. They themselves action of Congress 
in order that he may be credited the amount asked, $420.15. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to ask the gentleman if 
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there has been an 
or Senate on this 

Mr. TRACEY. There never has been. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not object. [Cries of Vote!“ 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? [After a pause. ] Chair hears none, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, | 

On motion of Mr. TRACEY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, Imove that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union for the purpose of considering appropriation bills. 

The motion was i to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. HEPBURN in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering 
general appropriation bills. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call up 
the bill (H. R. 9707) making appropriations for the rs neh of the 
Military Academy for the fiscal ear ending June 30, 1898; and I 
ask unanimous consent to omit the first a — of the bill, and to 
proceed at once to reading the bill by sections. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York calls up the 
bill H. R. 9707 for present consideration, and asks unanimous con- 
sent that—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Let the title be reported. 

The CHAIRMAN (continuing). The first reading of the bill be 
omitted. Is there objection? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to hear the title of the bill 

rted, so that we may know what it is. 
e CHAIRMAN. e Clerk will report the title of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 9707) making a at ions for 
8 the yo pt a oa 30, ise? 8 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from New York? poe apause.] The Chair hears none. 
The Clerk will report the bill by sections. > 

Mr. DOCKERY. Before that is done—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I suppose general debate has not been 
closed on the bill, The bill is certainly open to discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from New York is recog- 


qava report by any committees of the House 


such | nized. 


Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, this is the bill for 
the support of the Military Academy, and carries an appropriation 
of $489,772.83, whichisabout $40,000 greater than the appropriation 
for the last year. That is occasioned by an increased attendance 
of cadets, which makesin the permanent establishment an increase 
of $4,000. For the extra pay of army officers at the Military 
Academy there is a reduction of $156 as compared with the last 
appropriation bill. For the pay of the military band there isa 
decrease of $2,220; for the civilian employees there is an increase 
of 81,000; for current and ordinary expenses an increase of 8123; 
for miscellaneous and incidental expenses an increase of $1,826; 
for buildings and grounds an increase of $35,000. 

There has been no material change in respect to any feature of 
the bill except in the division of buildings and grounds. The 
committee have recommended increased facilities for the purpose 
of providing pure water for the Academy. Until we reach that 
provision I can not think that there will be any question raised as 

the action of the committee. All variation in the various items 
result from the fact that the officers detailed there are younger 
men and receive less compensation, or else in some of the miscel- 
laneous items which are not usually ied at a uniform rate. 
The action of the committee has been taken with due regard to 
the condition of the Treasury, and they have avoided recom- 
mending such appropriation asked for which in the opima of 
the committee tho Treasury is not in a condition to meet. 

I ask that the bill may be read under the five-minute rule. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to ask the gentlemanin charge of this 
bill whether or not there are any increases of salary carriedin the 
bill, and if so, to indicate to the House where they may be found. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. There is an increase of two clerks, 
one in theadjutant’s and one in the quartermaster’s department. 
The salaries of these clerks were uced some four or five years 
ago, I believe, and the last Congress restored all the salaries, except-' 
ing in these two cases. 

r. DOCKERY. What does it amount to? 
Mr. CURTIS of New York. The amount of increase is 8200 in 


each case. 
Mr. DOCKERY., 3 the only increase of salaries carried? 
Mr, CURTIS of New York. Those are the only increases 
es. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to ask the gentleman in charge 


of the bill if it makes an Senge. in existing law? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Itmakes nochangein law. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, when we reach the items 
involving increases in compensation, I trust the gentleman will 
indicate them. At this point I will only express my regret that 
the gentleman in charge of this bill, at a time when there is pro- 
found commercial stagnation throughout the land, should have 
thought it necessary to make an increase in this bill of $47,000 
above the amount carried in the current law. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Only $40,000, and that arising 
almost entirely out of the necessity of improving the water facili- 
ties at the Academy. Mr. Chairman, if there are no further 
questions, I ask that the Clerk read the bill by paragraphs. 

The Clerk (reading the bill by paragraphs) read as follows: 


For extra pay of officers of the Army on detached service at the Military 
em 
of one Superintendent of the United States Military Academy 


y 
For pay, 
(colonel), in addition to pay as major of engineers, $1,000; 
For one comman 


dant of cadets (lieutenant-colonel), in addition to pay as 
not mounted, $1,200; 

‘or pay of one instructor Li i Ss military engineering (major), in addi- 
tion to pay as captain, mounted, ; 5 

For pay of one instructor of ordnance and science of gunnery (major), in 


addition to as captain, mounted, $500; 
For pay elght 9 professors (captains), in addition to pay as first 
lieutenants, not mounted, $4,000; 


For of four senior instructors of cavalry, artillery, infantry tactics, and 
on ery (captains), in addition to pay as first Heutenants, not 


mounted, $2,000; 
For pa y 2 four assistant instructors of cavalry, artillery, and infantry tac- 
tics (cap ), in addition topat Bo second lieutenants, not mounted, $2,400; 
For pay of one adjutant, in addition to pay as second lieutenant, not mounted, 


For pay of one treasurer, quartermaster, and commissary of cadets, in addi- 
tion to Pay as captain, not mounted, $700; 
Additional 


pay of librarian, $120; 
For additional pay of professors and officers (and officers on increased rank) 
for len of service, $9,144.51; 


In all, for extra pay of officers of the Army on detached service at the Mili- 
tary Academy, $21,964.51. 


Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, I would like to get some informa- 
tion from the gentleman in charge of this bill about these extra 
allowances. For instance, additional pay of librarian, $120.” 
What is the necessity for that? à 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, this appropriation 
for extra compensation for the librarian has been customary from 
a period beyond which the memory of no man in this House runs. 
An officer is appointed to the position of librarian, and we allow 
him this extra compensation for the discharge of those duties. 

Mr. HULL. And I will say further to the gentleman from 
Kansas that this is for extra work, and it is only fair that an of- 
ficer who does extra work should receive some additional pay. 

Mr. BLUE. If that is the case, why is this carried from year 
to year as an extra allowance, instead of being embodied in the 
general law? i 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Each grade of officer has his pre- 
scribed salary, but when an officer is detailed to this special duty 


he gets extra compensation. The librarian of the institution 
receives this extra allowance, and the instructors geta somewhat 
larger amount, 


. HULL. The librarian ma; 
one year and another man of another grade the next year. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, if it is not too late, I would like also 
to get some explanation of the increased aggregate appropriated 
in the first paragraph of the bill. The total in that paragraph of 
the pending bill is $202,000, while I see that the appropriation last 
year was only $198,000. 7 

Mr. HULL. That is under the head of Permanent establish- 
ment” of the Academy. The small increase there results very 
largely from the detail of officers and the increased number of 

ets. Officers detailed for ial duty at the Academy receive 
increased compensation according to their length of service, the 
older onescertain amounts and the younger ones smaller amounts, 
and the increase in this a gate appropriation results from that 
and also from the incr number of cadets. I believe that we 
have at the Academy now about as large an attendance as we have 
ever had at any time. I will say to the gentleman from K 
that this increase is due entirely, I believe, to the increase in the 
number of cadets. 9 

Mr. BLUE. Then it does not result from any increases of salary? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Not at all. e haye simply rec- 
ommended the appropriations required to cary ony existing law. 

Mr. BLUE. One other question. I notice that the provisions 
for additional pay occur in several places on page 3. 


ow, have 


those allowances been carried as permanent law all the time? 
Mr. HULL. It is the law that when an officer is detailed for 
duty at the Academy he receives a certain amount of extra pay 
ess of his rank. In some cases he may have the rank of 
major, in other cases he may have the rank of captain, but if he 
is a lioutenant or any grade below that, he gets corresponding extra 


be one man of a certain rank 


com tion. To illustrate the principle, take the case of an offl- 

cer in charge of public buildings an Legs rags here; his pay 

always that of a colonel, whatever may be his rank, so that if a 

lieutenant were detailed to take charge of the public buildings 

and grounds, his pay would be that of a colonel. 

par 15 Has there been any attempt to increase salaries in 
s bill? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I will say again to the gentleman 
from Kansas that there has been no attempt to increase salaries, 
but on looking at the details, which have just been handed to me 
by the clerk of the committee, I find that the increase for cadets 
is $5,000, while there is a decrease in extra compensation to officers 
of $1,000, so that there is only a net increase of $4,000, and that is 
entirely due to the increased number of cadets. There is not the 
slightest change or modification of the existing law. 

he Clerk read as follows: 


For constructing a set of filter beds and connecting the same with the new 
reservoir and otherwise purifying the water, inclu! all necessary appur- 
tenances, to be immediately available, $40,000. 


Mr.HULL. Mr. Chairman, Ido not want to propose any amend- 
ment unless it meets the 1 of the gentleman from New York 
in charge of the bill, but I want to call attention to the fact that 
the report of the Board of Visitors is very full and exhaustive on 
this question of the water supply, and among other things the 
writer of the report says that he believes that a well and thoroughly 
protected filter capable of containing 500,000 gallons could be con- 
structed at West Point for about $25,000. The appropriation, 
therefore, makes an increase of $15,000 over the estimate in the 
report of the Board of Visitors, but I understand that the War 
Department’s estimate is $40,000. Now, if it is possible to cut 
down this amonnt without injury to the Academy, it seems to me 
that the gentleman from New Yorkin charge of the bill would do 
well to move to reduce this item from $40,000 to $25,000. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr, 
HULL] has correctly stated the matter, and perhaps as fully as it 
needs to be stated. This is a question which is a ting a great 
deal of attention among scientificmen. The officers at the Acad- 
emy and those at the War Department, after considering the sub- 
ject, sent us an estimate of $40,000. One of the officers who acts 
in the capacity of an expert, being a physician, said that $25,000 
would be sufficient for the purpose of making these changes. This 
is a question between the officer detailed to go there and the Sec- 
retary of War. If the amount appropriated now should not be 
enough, another Congress can make a further appropriation; and 
as there seems to be a desire on the part of my friend the chair- 
man of the committee [Mr. HULL] to have this reduced, and as 
my friend from Misso . DocKERY] is looking anxiously for 
some modification of this bill which may counterbalance the $400 
which has been given to old and experienced clerks, I will, to 
cyl those gentlemen, ask that this appropriation be made 
$25,000 instead of $40.000. 1 move that amendment. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

n line 21, strike out “forty” and S — Fee 
es Saal 21, page P= 1 75 ty“ and insert twenty-flve; so as to 

The amendment was = pees to. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill, the 
last paragraph being the following: 

In all, for public buildings and grounds, $97,244. 


Mr. FENTON. I move the amendment which I send to the 


desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


After “dollars,” in line 13, e 24, insert: 
“ Provided, That no sec church or chapel shall be erected upon the 
Government reservation at West Point.” 


Mr. CURTIS of New York. I hope that amendment will not 
be adopted 

Mr. McCLELLAN. I make the point of order that the 
amendment embraces new legislation and can not be entertained, 

Mr. HULL. Before the Chair decides the point of order, I 
would like toask a question—whether there is any legal authority 
under which any building not expressly provided for by law may 
be erected? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. There is no sectarian religion 
taught at the Academy—— 

A MEMBER. Is religion of any kind taught? 

Mr. FENTON. I read in a New York paper which seenis to 
reputable an article remonstrating against a church being erec 


on the unds of the amaaan: I therefore assumed that some- 
tins of the kind might be on foot. That is all the information I 
ave. 


Mr. CURTIS of New York. There is no ee in this 
bill for the erection of any church or for remodeling or changing 
or ag bers any church building. There is no ce there now 
used for religious worship except the chapel, which has existed for 


1897. 
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many years. And no sectarian religion is taught there under the 
tio t. 1 think th 


ə motion o 


direction of the Federal Government. my 


friend . FENTON] is entirely out of order. I submit that it 
should W Gad either upon the point of order raised Le 50 
friend from New York [Mr. MCCLELLAN] that it is new legislation, 


or upon its merits. X z 

Mr. BLUE. Before the Chair upon this question, I 
should like an explanation inr to the appropriation provided 
for in the bill for public building and unds, $97,244.” If any 
part of that appropriation is for erecting a church I think the 
amendment may be in order, as it would have the effect of limit- 
ing the appropriation. 

A CUR of New York. My friend from Kansas [Mr. BLUE] 
has referred to the provision in the bill, For public buildings 
and grounds, $97,244,” and asks whether any portion of that is to 
be used for the erection of a church. If he will turn back in this 
bill to page 19 he will find under the heading Buildings and 

nds,” line 18, 5 of every improvement or modi- 
cation contemplated in the way of . dings and grounds. 
Nae not there specified can ordered by the Academy 


Mr. BLUE. But e from New York [Mr. Curtis 
is familiar with this bill, being a member of the committee; an 
Iask him to answer the 7 I have put. I have not found 
anything in the bill to indicate the answer. And I would like 
him to say squarely whether there is anything in this bill that pro- 
vides for the erection or repair of a church building. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I have already said that there isno 
provision in this bill appropriating a single cent for the erection, 
improvement, or modifi cation of a house for religious worship. 
There is no improvement of a chapel provided for, and there 
none in contemplation. Is that a answer to the gentleman’s 
question? 

Mr. BLUE. It is a full answer. 

Mr. FENTON. I should like to know whether the Secre of 
War has power to give permission for the erection of a buildi 
there to be used by any religious denomination. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. No, sir. 

Mr. FENTON. He has no such power? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Iam not aware there is any such 
power. The Secretary of War simply administers the laws relat- 
ing tothe Army. This institution has been established by law, 
and certain provisions are made from time to time for the erection 
of buildin Congress provides in each case for the erection of 
such buildings as may be desired. Outside of any such provision 
no one has authority to enter upon the grounds and erect any 


5 
Hae MAN. The Chair is prepared to rule on the point 
of order. 

The Chair thinks that this is new legislation as here proposed 
that it is obnoxious to the rule, and fore sustains the point 
of order. 

Mr. BLUE. One more question, Mr. Chairman. I would like 
the gentleman from New York in charge of this bill to give us 
some dight on the fifteen-thousand-dollar item in lines 1 and 2 on 
page 24. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. The gentleman refers to the lines 
beginning on page 23: 

For laying a water main and appurtenances to connect the new reservoir 


with the Mornay So tem of water distribution, so as to afford an adequate 
fire pressure, to ediately available, $15,000. 


I will state to the gentleman from Kansas that there has been a 
reservoir erected upon the side of the mountain at some distance 
from the lower reservoir, and money is needed to connect the one 
with the other—that is to say, to connect this reservoir with the 
present fire apparatus at the post. 

Mr. BLUE. Will it require that much? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. That is the estimate of the Secre- 
tary of War, it is the opinion of the Military Committee, and it is 
the opinion, and so stated, of the faculty of the Academy. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair would suggest to the gentleman 
from New York that a change in one provision of the bill makes 


necessary & rango in the aggregate. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I was going to suggest an amend- 
ment to correct that. It is a mere clerical matter. z 

There is an amendment that I will suggest, however, Mr. 
Chairman. It will be seen on pages 2, 3, 7, 9, 19, and elsewhere 
throughout the bill that a note is appended showing the amounts 
appropriated last year. This was only done for the convenience 
of the committee in considering the bill, and I move that those 
words be stricken out wherever they occur in the bill. 

Mr. HULL. . Chairman, a word or two about the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio . FENTON]. Of 
course, it is entirely out, but in reference to the bill I want to be 
heard for a few moments. 


My understanding is that the Military Academy grounds, being; 
public property, are not open to the erection of any . 
than those existing, or which may hereafter be provided by law. 
am aware of the fact that there is a rumor or a newspaper report 
to the effect that one denomination has had permission granted to 
it to erect a church on the Academy grounds, independently of the 
action of the Government in reference to the matter. I do not 
know 5 as to the truth of the assertion. I think, however, 
that such a which has received currency throughout 
the newspapers, is the motive which prompted the gentleman 
from Ohio in offering the amendment. But if this bea fact, if 
such authority has been granted, I believe it is a consent made b 
the officers of the Government that is entirely unauthorized by 
law, and that the Congress of the United States, when it knows 
that such a thing has been done, should pass some sort of an inde- 
pondent bill, or a provision not on an appropriation bill, to make 

t impossible in the future. If one denomination can enter upon 
the grounds at the Military Academy and erect a church, other 
denominations in the United States can have and will have a per- 


fect right to claim the same privilege, and you will have diverted 
from the public purposes for which it was contemplated this 
reservation. 


I do not suppose it is contended that anybody who goes to the 
Academy must belong to the church maintained there by the Gov- 
ernment, although, if I understand it, no sectarian doctrines 
whatever are taught. But certainly this ought to be true—that 
the religious instruction provided by the Government on public 
reservations should be of such character that it would not injure 
anyone, no matter what may be his religious beliefs, who is desir- 
ous of such instruction. And, for my part, I wish to take this 
time and occasion to say that if the Secretary of War, as a mere 
executive officer of the Government, has by order gvon authority 
to any denomination to erect a church edifice at West Point, in 
my judgment he has exceeded his authority, and the TEREE of 
the United States should take prompt action when officially noti- 
fied of the fact. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Now, Mr. Chairman, if the com- 
mittee will consider the motion I have made to strike out the lines 
5 ee referred, I believe that will complete the consideration 
of this bill. 

The motion of Mr. Curtis of New York to strike out the lines 
indicated by him was to. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I move that the committee rise 
and report the bill as amended favorably to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. HEPBURN reported that the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union having had under con- 
sideration the Military Academy appropriation bill, had directed 
him to report the same to the House with sundry amendments, 
and as so amended to recommend its passage. 

The amendments recommended by the Committee of the Whole 


to. 
The ill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS of New York, a motion to reconsider 
the last vote was laid on the table. 

WILLIAM B. ELLIS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (H. R. 2259) for 
the relief of William B. Ellis, with a Senate amendment thereto. 

The Senate amendment was read. 

Mr. OVERSTREET. I move that the House concur in the 
Senate amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

APPOINTMENT OF ARMY OFFICERS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 3719) to 
provide for the appointment by brevet of active or retired officers 
of the United States Army, with a Senate amendment thereto. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. S. er, I would inquire if that bill is intended 
to in any way give additional compensation to anybody by reason 
of that brevet rank? In theform in which it is read I can not tell. 
I shall be glad to have the gentleman who is in charge of the bill 
enlighten us upon that subject. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I have not this bill 
in charge, nor am I aware what member of the committee did 
have charge of it, but I can answer the question of the gentleman 
from Kansas [Mr. BLUE] by saying that it, makes no provision 
for an increase of compensation, or an expenditure of money in 
are eg with the carrying out of any of the provisions of the 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I think I will move that that bill be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, as the gentleman 
who has it in Nan not here. 

Mr. BLUE. I think it ought to go there. 
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The motion of Mr. HULL to refer the bill to the Committee on 
‘Military Affairs was agreed to. 


JOHN KEHL, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 1261) 
for the relief of John Kehl, and torestore him to his former rating, 
with Senate amendments thereto. 

The Senate amendments were read. 

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Speaker, Imove that the House concur 
in the Senate amendments. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE DEATH PENALTY. 


Ribe PERUTI also wa perete see House the bill a R, 878) 
reduce the cases in whic’! e death penalty ma; inflicted, 
with a Senate amendment thereto. 1 

The Senate amendment was concurred in. 


PATRICK RAINEY. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 2328) 
for the relief of Patrick Rainey, with a Senate amendment thereto. 


The Senate amendment was concurred in. 
MARGARET A. KIDWELL. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 3113) 
greene a ponon to Margaret A. Kidwell, with a Senate amend- 
nt thereto. 


The Senate amendment was concurred in. 
GEORGE W. TAYLOR. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (H. R. 6608) 
to remove the charge of desertion from the military record of 
George W. Taylor, with a Senate amendment thereto. 

The Senate amendment was concurred in. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to lay before the House a 
request for a change of reference. The Committee on the District 
of Columbia ask to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill (S. 2237) providing for the appointment of a guardian 
for pensioners in certain cases in the District of Columbia, and 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on Pensions. Without 
‘objection, that change of reference will be made. 

ere was no objection, 


CALL OF COMMITTEES, 


The SPEAKER. This finishes the business on the Speaker's 
table. The next thing in order is the call of committees. The 
call rests with the Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 
The Olerk proceeded to call the committees. 
Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, as the members of the House have 
ly all gone away on the theory that the . bills 
8 take up the afternoon, I move that the House do now ad- 
journ. 


Mr. LINNEY. Will the gentleman allow me to ask unanimous 
consent to have a pension b ed? 

A . Oh, certainly, if the gentleman desires to pass a 

particular bill, but I know the chairmen of committees have 


nearly all gone away. 

Mr LINNEY. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Iowa withdraw his 
motion? 

Mr. HULL. I withdraw my motion. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- jixe 


mittees. The Chair desired to call the committees because there 
were one or two matters, like bridge bills, ete., that the Chair 
thought could be cee 

Mr. HULL. I have no desire to interfere with the business of 
the House, and my only idea was that gentlemen who have left 
the Hall of the House would feel that they had been deceived by 

e fact that their committees were called during their absence, 

ey supposing that the consideration of the appropriation bill 
would consume the remainder of the y If the Speaker desires 
it, I will withdraw the motion, because I haye no desire to inter- 


fere. 
TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call. 
BANKING AND CURRENCY. 


Mr. HILL (when the Committee on Banking and Currency was 
called). Mr. S er, would it be in order to ask that the com- 
mittee be without prejudice, in order that it may be called 

p at some other time, without losing its place on the call? I 
ow that the committee desires to up two measures on the 
call of the committee, but the gentlemen in charge of them 

are absent at this time. 
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The SPEAKER. That can be done by unanimous consent. 
Mr. HILL. Lask unanimous hat the Committee on 


z consent t 
d an Currency be passed without rejudice, 
e DEARER, e gentleman asks 8 consent tha 
the Committes on g, and Currency be wi 


ithou 
prejudice. Isthereobjection? [After apause.] Chav hear 
none. 


INSPECTION OF SMALL CRAFTS PROPELLED BY GASOLINE, ETO, 
Mr. BENNETT (when the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 


8 was called). Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the bill 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (S. 164 vi for certai uirements fi ls propell 
e ee hid, e aes aoe eee 


Be it enacted, etc., That all vessels of above 15 tons burden, ca g freight 
motors, 


bo: and requiring engineers an 

ou 2 fa Sraciv or use, shall 

of the Revised Statutes of the United S 
steam vessels in passing each other; and toso much of sections 4233 and 4234 of 
the Revised Statutes, relating to lights, fog signals, steering, and sailing rules, 
as the Board of Supervising I rs by their regulations, deem 
applicable and practicable for their safe navigation. 


Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Mr. Speaker, I should like to 
ask the 1 75 4 72 from New Lork a question. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from New York yield? 

Mr. BENNETT. Y 


es, sir. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Is this bill agreeable to the 
builders of naphtha launches at Morris Dock, New York? 

Mr. BENNETT. I understand so. 

Mr. 3 of New York. And is it agreeable to private 
owners 

Mr. BENNETT. It is generally agreeable to all that I have 
heard from. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Is there no objection to it? 

Mr. BENNETT. None that I know of. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
that the report from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce on this bill be printed as a portion of my remarks, 

The report (by Mr. BENNETT) is as follows: 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign 898 to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 4242) small craft to comply with certain regulations 
of the Treasury De en Fapers that they have aqvepted Renate bill 1608 
as a substitute for the House bi 


The Senate bill 


by the Treasury Department, and requires compliance with section 4428 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States, and further, that all vessels pro- 
by 1 5 74 of whatever tonnage shall o all the rules of the road 
on relating to steam vessels in reser each other, 
lights, fog signals, steering. ae i 92 — pera Ree y £ ns = 
og 8 „an es, as the rd of Su 
arg tors — by their regulations, m applicable and — tor 
safe navigation. 
Your committee have authorized a favorable report on the bill, esting 
enactment into law for the benefit and 8 of na ti FA 
esse 


vigation. 
The Supervising ey ee ae of Steam Is in the letter attached presents 
the facts forcibly and fully: 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISING INSPECTOR-GENERAL, 
s Washington, D. C., February 1, 1896. 
Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference to this 
office for report, of a communication from the Committee on Interstate and 


1 8 House of Re 888 e 8 5 Cg AA 
‘ou D: first on, To amend section 0 
Statutes, e ferryboats, canal boats, ts, and other small ped s 


character propelled by line, fluid. naphtha, or motive power, 
be ree Sadar the 3 t yis. i» — 
Secr to f 


ts % 

Ihave the honor to report thereon that the bill referred = porous to 
bring within the law vessels propelled by motor power other than steam, 
namely, “gasoline, gas fluid, naphtha, or motive power." If amended to 
include all vessels p lled by machinery, which would include electricity, 
. y omitted in the bill. it would meet the entire approval 
of this office. At present the class of vessels refe to are, except on the 
Great Lakes, “free lances,” entirely exempt from all laws gove: steam 
or sail vessels, and because of the absence of any law governing them the: 

uently endanger themselves as well as the vessels that are naviga: 


under lawful rules and regulations. 
JAS. A. DUMONT, 
General. 


tfully, yours, 
Supervising Inspector- 
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


Mr. PARKER. My colleague from New Jerse 
NER] takes an interest in this question. Does he 
to be called u 


. GARD- 
a that it is 


7 
Mr. BENNETT. The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. GARD- 
NER] understood that this bill was to be brought up at the first 


rtunity. 
bia, * PARKER. Does he object to it now? 


1897. 


Mr. BENNETT. I will say for the information of the gentle- 


man from New Jersey, that I have talked the matter over with 
the gentleman from New Jersey . GARDNER]. 
. BAKER of New Ham . Does the gentleman from 


pew Jersey [Mr. GARDNER] give his formal adherence to the bill 
now 


Mr. BENNETT. On the last occasion this bill was up the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire asked me the same question, and I 
replied at that time that I had submitted it to the gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. GARDNER] and that he had given his consent 
to it. 

Mr. BARTLETT of New York. Will the gentleman allow me 
one question? Was not this bill objected to by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. ApAms]? 

Mr. BENNETT. No, sir; not that 1 remember. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. If the gentleman will allow me, I will state 
that when the bill was last up Imade objection to it. On return- 
ing to New York I consulted with the men whose interests were 

ected by it, and they told me that they were perfectly satisfied. 
I withdraw my objection, and shall vote for the bill. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
th the bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


BRIDGE BETWEEN NEW YORK CITY AND LONG ISLAND, 


Mr, BENNETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the present considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. 9865) extending the time for the completion 


of the bridge across the East River, between the city of New York 
and Long d, now in course of construction, as authorized by 
the act of Congress approved March 3, 1887. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the time for the completion of the bridge of the 
New York and Long Island Bridge Company across the East River, between 
the city of New York and Long Island, authorized by the act of geros 
entitled “An act gh igh amg e construction of a bridge across the 
River, between the city of Ne 3, 


w York and Long Island,” approved March 
1887, and the ous amendatory thereof or supplementary thereto, is 
hereby extended to and including the Ist day of January, in the year 1902. 


Mr. BENNETT. As a portion of my remarks, I ask for the 
reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. BENNETT) was read, as follows: 


course of 
1887,” submit the follo favorable report: 
S Je sia pala ya of At fe bridge (commonly called the pei 


ting for the time during which the con- 
demnation re e for the right of way were under consideration in the 
courts of the State of New York. 

Two of the main piers in the East River have been built and completed and 
another is in course of construction. The company has condemned or yur 
chased and paid for much of the land necessary for the right of way. 0 
company has acted in good faith throughout, aud promises prompt and dili- 
gont prosecution of the work, and has means necessary to meet the costs 

e same. 

The committee rt that the bill be amended by striking out the words 
“and two,” in line 12 of the bill, thus 3 two years the extension, 
and as thus amended your committee feel jus in approving the bill and 
recommending its at the present session of Congress, as without such 
action the rights of the company, as granted by the Government, willexpire 
on the 3d day of March ensuing, and great pecuniary loss will result to those 
who have furnished the capital for the construction of the bridge. 

The follow report of the Chief of Engineers of the War Department 
was submitted to the House of Representatives when the bill was originally 
considered, and is annexed to this report for its information: 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, 
UNITED STATES ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., December 22, 1886. 


Srn: I have the honor to return herewith H. R. 1004, a bill “authorizing 
the construction of a bridge across the East River, between the city of New 
York and Long Island,” and to invite attention to the following copy of the 
report of the rd of Engineers for Fortifications and for River and Harbor 
9 to whom it was referred. 

e views of the Board are concurred in by this office. 


“Orrick BOARD OF ENGINEERS, ARMY BUILDING, 
“New York, December 17, 1888. 


“Respectfully referred to the Chief of Engineers. 


+ * * $ * * * 


“The Board of Engineers has carefully considered the Senate and House 
bills * 5 construction of a bridge across the East River between 
the city of New York and Long Island.“ and have the honor to report that a 
bridge joining the city of New York and Long Island City, crossing the 
channels at about right angles near the middle of Blackwells Island, having 
its piers or abutments on the land side of the harbor lines of the East River, 

aclear elevation of its lower chord, 150 feet above mean high water, at 
the middle of each channel of the river, and no part of the lower of 
the channel span less 142 feot above mean high water, will not obstruct, 
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ilf of the Board. 
“THOMAS LINCOLN CASEY, 
“ Colonel of Engineers, President of Board.” 


Vv N bedient 

‘ery respectfully, your o nt servant, 10 
Brigadier General. Chief of Engineers. 

Hon. WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT, 


Secretary of War. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Do IL understand from the gentleman that 
2 — bill authorizing the construction of the bridge was passed in 
1887? j 

Mr. BENNETT. The act authorizing the construction of this 
bridge was approved March 3, 1887. 

Mr. RIC DSON. Now, that has been nine years, and do I 
a ra that no steps have been taken toward completing the 

ridge? 

Mr. BENNETT. Yes, sir; several hundred thousand dollars 
have been expended in construction. The piers on either side of 
the river are completed, but in consequence of the enormous 
undertaking it has been impossible to finish the structure. The 
president of the Long Island road, Mr. Austin Corbin, was sud- 
denly killed last spring, and as he had conducted the affairs of 
the road for a number of years, after his death it was impossible 
to carry the work forward and complete the bridge within the 
time required by the act of Congress, and an extension is there- 


fore asked. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. This extension, as I gather it from the 


reading, was to 1902—five years later. 

Mr. BENNETT. To 1900. There is an amendment offered to 
the bill by the committee. If the bill was read 1902,“ the amend- 
ment of the committee makes it 1900. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Is the bill unanimously reported by the 
committee? 

Mr. BENNETT. The bill is unanimously reported by the com- 
mittee. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered on the bill and amendment, 
and under the operation thereof the amendment recommended by 
the 8 yir agreed to, and Ped bill as eee “ie 
engrossed for a third reading; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

n motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the call of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
be suspended temporarily. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


RECEIVERS OF NATIONAL BANKS, 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS (when the Committee on Banking and 
Currency was called). Mr, Speaker, I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency to call up House bill No. 1708, 
to amend an act entitled “An act authorizing the appointment of 
receivers of national banks, and for eee pinpas approved 
June 30, 1876, as amended by an act approved August 3, 1 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That section 3 of an act entitled An act authorizing 
the appointment of receivers of national banks, and for other purposes, 
ee June 30. 1876, as amended by an act approved August 3, 1802, be, 
and hereby is, amended so as to read as follows: 

“Seo. 3. That whenever any association shall have been or shall be peer 
in the hands of a receiver, us provided in section 5234and other sections of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States, and 3 provided in section 
5236 thereof, the Comptroller of the Currency shall have paid to each and 
every creditor of such association, not including shareholders who are cred- 
itors of such association, whose claim or claims as such creditor shall bave 
been proved or allowed as therein prescribed, the full amount of such claims, 
and all expenses of the receive p and the redemption of the circulatin, 
notes of such association shall have been provided for by de ting lawful 
money of the United States with the Treasurer of the Uni States, the 
Comptroller of the Currency shall call a meeting of the shareholders of such 
association by giving notice thereof for thirty days in a newspaper published 
in the town, city, or county where the business of such association was car- 
ried on, or if no newspaper is there published, in the newspaper published 
nearest thereto. At such meeting the shareholders shall determin whether 
the receiver shall be continued and shall wind up the affairs of such associa- 
tion, or whether an agent shall be elected for that purpose, and in so deter- 
mining the said s! holders shall vote by ballot.in person or by proxy, each 
share of stock entitling the holder to one vote, and the majority of the s 
in value and number of shares shall be necessary to determine whether the 
said receiver shall be continued, or whether an agent shall be elected. In 
case such majority shall determine that the said receiver shall be continu 
the said receiver shall thereupon proceed with the execution of his trust, 
shal! sell, dispose of, or otherwise collect the assets of the said association, and 
shall possess all the powers and authority, and besubject to all the duties and 
liabilities originally conferred or iny upon him by his appointment as such 
receiver, so far as the sameremainapplicable. In ease the said mee shall, 
by the vote ofa jority of the stock in value and number of shares, determine 
that an agent shall be elected, the said meeting shall thereupon proceed to elect 
an agent, voting by ballot, in person or by proxy, each share of stock enti- 
tling the holder to one yote, and the person who shall receive votes repre- 
senting at least a majority of stock in value and number shall be declared 
the mt for the purposes hereinafter provided; and whenever any of the 
shareholders of. the association shall, after the election of such nt, have 
executed and. a bond to the satisfaction of the Comptroller of the Cur- 
rency, conditioned for the payment and discharge in full of each and every 
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claim that may thereafter be proved and allowed by and before a competent 
court, and for the faithful performance of all and singular the duties of such 
trust, the Comptroller and the receiver shall thereupon transfer and deliver 
to such agent all the undivided or uncollected or other assets of such associa- 
tion then remaining in the hands or subject to the order and control of said 
Comptroller and said receiver, or either of them; and for this purpose said 
Comptroller and said receiver are areuy severally empowered and directed 
to execute any deed, assignment, er, or other instrument in writin, 
that may be necessary and proper; and upon the execution and delive: 
such ent to the said agent the said Comptroller and the said receiver 
shall by virtue of this act be ed from any and all liabilities to such 
d to each and all the creditors and 


full account of all his p: ss, N and expenditures as such mt, 
which court shall, upon due notice, settle and adjust such accounts and dis- 
said agent and the sureties upon said bond. And in case any such 
opens so elected shall refuse to serve, or die. ae e or be removed, any 
holder may call a meeting of the shareholders of such association in the 
tS 5 or — oes — business of the said 8 N obey 
on, g notice thereof for ane per pu in sai 
deren n i blished. in the newspaper 


agent, voting by ballot, in K fearing or by proxy, each share of stock entitling 
© when such agoni shall have received votes repre- 
senting at least a majority of the stock in value and number of and 
shall have executed a bond to the shareholders conditioned for the faithful 
performance of his duties, in the penalty fixed by the shareholders at said 
meeting, with two sureties, to be approved by a judge of a court of record, 
and filed said bond in the office of the clerk of a court of record in the county 
where the business of said association was carried on, he shall have all the 

hts, powers, and duties of theagent first elected as hereinbefore provided. 
At any meeting held as hereinbefore provided administrators or executors 
of deceased shareholders may act and sign as the decedent might have done 
if living, and of nee and trustees of other persons may so act 
and sign for their ward or wards or cestui que trust. e proceeds of the 
assets or property of any such association which may be undistributed at 
ae aoe of such meeting or may be subsequently received shall be distributed 
as follows: 

First. To pay the expenses of the execution of the trust to the date of 
such payment. : 

“Second. To repay any amount or amounts which have been paid in by any 
shareholder or shareholders of such association upon and by reason of any 
and all assessments made upon the stock of such association by the order of 
the Comptroller of the 8 accordance with the provisions of the 
statutes of the United States; an’ 

“Third. The balance ratably amongsuch 5 roportion to the 
number of shares held and owned by each. Such distri on shall be made 
from time to time as the pri be received, and as shall be deemed 
advisable by the said Comptroller or said agent.“ 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Lask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. VAN VooRHIS) was as follows: 


The Committee on Banking and Currency, having had under consideration 
the bill (H. R.1708) to amend an act entitled An act to authorize the appoint- 
ment of receivers of national banks, and for other purposes,” approved June 

submit the following report: 

By the law with reference to the winding up of the affairs of broken 
national banks, as amended in 1892, full provision was made for the distribu- 
tion of assets among creditors in satisfaction of their claims, and the appoint- 
ment of an agent by the shareholders to act for them in distributing whatever 
might be left after claims were satisfied. There is, however, no provision 
for the case of the failure to serve, death, etc., of the agent 5 and 
instances have already occurred where, on account of the death of the agent 
first named, there has resulted t embarrassment and delay in distribu- 
tion of the remnant left to which the shareholders are entitled. The same 
reasons which justify the appointment of an agent in the first place, instead 
of relegating the shareholders to the jurisdiction of the courts of equity, are 
equally strong for the appointment of a successor to an agent whose service 
ceases before the fulfillment of his duties. 

The bill herewith reported reenacts section 3 of the act of June 30, 1876, as 
amended by the act of By ey 3. 1892, with an amendment providing for the 
selection of a successor to the agent first named, in case the latter lrefuse 
to serve, die, resign, or be removed. 

Your committee recommend that the bill do pass. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was eee Oia the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. VAN VOORHIS, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


NATIONAL BANKS IN SMALL TOWNS. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Commit- 
tee on Banking and Currency, I call up the bill (H. R. 7210) to 
amend section 5138 of the Revised Statutes, to provide for the or- 

nse of national banks in towns of not exceeding 3, 000 in- 

nts. 


The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That, section 5138 of the Revised Statutes is hereby so 
amended as to read as follows: 

“ Sec. 5138. No association shall be o; ized with a less capital than $100,000, 
except that banks with a capital of not less than $50,000 may, with the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, be organized in any pis the population 
of which does not exceed 6,000 inhabitants; and except that banks with a cap- 
ital of not less than $25,000 may, with the sanction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. organized in any piace the population of which does not exceed 
8,000 inhabitants. No association shall be organized in a city the population 
of which exceeds 50,000 persons with a capital of less than $200,000." 


The report (by Mr. VAN Vooruis) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on — — and Currency, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 7210) to amend section 5138 of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
to provide for the NI sea oe of national banks in towns not exceeding 3.000 
inhabitants, submit following report: 

Under the ee the minimum capital stock required for the organi- 
zation of a national is $50,000. In some sections of the country there has 
beena growing need for bank issues as well as for other 5 accommo- 


dations in towns . — the 88 ‘ne n kirey pon = y po ree 
or banking purposes. 0 uality in the distri m of na ban! 
is one of the marked features of . — In the East- 


ern and Middle States banks are abundant, — as this 8 in the law 
would not be availed of to any considerable extent. But in the Western and 
Southern States there is a dearth of banks in many sections, due no doubt 
to the lack of capital in those sections. 

The following statement illustrates the situation: 


Statement of banks, bank stock, and bank circulation in the States named. 


State. 


268 | $97,017,500 | $31,511, 706 

412 | 74,233,120 | 27,609,870 

834 | 87,136,060 | 35, 623, 522 

248 645,338 | 15,714,986 

220 | 38,696,000 7, 322, 015 

114 | 14,372,000 | 5,521,000 

102 | 14,385,000 +4, 966, 527 

S E SA 168 | 13,510,000 3, 865, 399 
North Carolina. 3s 27 2,716, 000 830, 067 
South Carolina 16 1,918, 000 540,473 
* * 29 | 3,666,000 1, 143, 504 
Florida.. 18 1,485, 000 368, 668 
bama.. 26 8,585,000 | 1,206, 823 
Mississippi. 10 755, 000 249, 532 
Loui: 21 8,735, 000 1,349, 892 
— —— wacatoun A 9 1,220,000 279, 916 


cy exists in the bank circulation 
tions in the different sections of the country. This inequality 
may be remedied, in part at least, and the existing need met to some extent 


It thus appears that a marked discre 
and accommoda; 


in the sections where there is a dearth of bank issues and banks are so remote 
from each other as to afford grossly inadequate accommodations. Relief of 

is character has been recommended by those best qualified to judge, and 
meets the approval of the Comptroller of the Currency, who is most familiar 
with the ing n of the country. 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill, with the fol- 
lowing amendments: 

In line 11 strike out the word “five,” making it read “ $20,000; " and in line 
passe out the word “three ” and insert four,“ making it read 4,000inhab- 


Amend the title of the bill by striking out the word “ three” in the last line 
and inserting the word “four,” so as to make it read 4,000 inhabitants.” 


Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Speaker, this bill has been very carefully 
considered by the Committee on Banking and Currency and unani- 
mously reported by that committee. Iam not aware of any opposi: 
tion to the billfromany section of the country. TheSouth an est 
are desirous of having it passed for the purpose of increasing their 
banking facilities. 1 think it is within the observation of all who 
have carefully looked at the situation that the need of additional 
banking facilities in those sections is pressing with extreme 
urgency and ought to be met as far as it is in our power without 
jeopardizing the currency of other sections of the Union or im- 
pairing the general banking interests of the country, in which 
all our citizens have a stake. That we may have a view of the 
conditions with which we have to reckon in devising a means of 
relief for the suffering sections, I have prepared some tabulated 
statements illustrating the diverse conditions existing in different 
sections of our country and which I believe create a real difficulty 
in the way of making any uniform system of banking equally 
efficacious in all parts of the Union. These conditions relate to 
area, population, resources, capital, industries, production, cur- 
rency, and banking as they are found in the different sections of 
our country. 

The first table shows the area, population, personal property, 
real property, farm lands, farm products, mortgages, average rate 
of interest, manufactured products, wages of employees in manu- 
facturing, silver product, and savings-bank depositors in the sev- 
eral States of the Union. The second table shows the number of 
national banks, capital stock, bonds to secure circulation, bank- 
note circulation, individual deposits, loans and discounts, mone 
due by national banks, State banks, and reserve agents, an 
stocks and securities held by the national banks in each State. 

For the p se of the comparison, I have classified the States 
as McKinley States and Bryan States, embracing, of course, in 
the former class all that gave their vote in the recent election for 
McKinley, and in the latter all that voted for Mr. Bryan. 
mode of classification is adopted for convenience only and not for 
the purpose of appealing to political feeling, for on the mone 

uestion there can be no politics, There is, however, a coinci- 
ence worthy of notice, that the States which voted for Bryan are 
those in which the greatest need for additional banking facilities 
done to exist. This fact suggested the mode of classification 
op ° 
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TABLE I.*—Showing area, population, school expenditures, personal and real property, farm lands and products, etc.—Continued. 


$28, 691, 726 6.02 $88, 363, 824 $19, 644, 850 
21, 471,428 7.72 40, 375, 450 7, 830, 536 
13, 780, 302 8.37 81, 926, 681 6, 590, 983 
27, 387,590 8.00 68, 917, 020 17,312, 196 
15, 505, 119 9,78 18, 222, 890 6, 513, 068 

214, 609, 772 7.68 824, 561, 993 76, 417, 364 
36, 115, 773 9.46 5, 682, 748 1,098, 418 

132, 902, 822 8.30 93, 087, 794 12, 984, 571 

243, 146, 826 8.68 110, 219, 805 16, 328, 485 |- 
40, 421, 396 6 72, 355, 288 16, 899, 351 
30, (27, 983 7.98 51, 226, 605 12, 676, 029 
19, 075, 980 9.50 18, 705, 834 4, 913, 863 
28, 513, 909 7.67 57,806, 213 13, 159, 564 
98, 864,178 9.80 70, 433, 551 18, 585, 338 
14, 386, 595 9.00 22, 659, 179 5, 740, 888 
8, 729, 907 10. 61 5, 507, 573 1, 948, 213 
4,967,065 10.22 2.807, COL 873, 646 
85, 058, 703 8.57 42, 480, 205 12, 235, 784 
8, 040, 829 9.70 8, 911, O47 2, 715, 805 
2, 194, 995 9.48 1.105, 063 445,508 
8, 167, 249 10.60 1, 396, 006 B24, 202 
44,078, 449 8.84 41, 768. 02 12, 658, 614 


Savings-bank d. - 
tore, dame, BS 


Per cent. 


Taken from Circular No. 3, issued by the Secretary of Agriculture. 


A brief statement will bring into more distinct view the condi- 
tions which these tables reveal. It shows that the McKinley States 
have in round numbers 35 and the Bryan States 65 per cent of the 
total area, while in population the ratio is substantially reversed, 
the McKinley States having 64 and the Bryan States 36 per cent 
of the total. 

In school expenditures the McKinley States rise to 78 and the 
Bryan States fall to 22 per cent of the total. In the former the per 

capita expenditure for education is $2.71, and in the latter $1.37. 

personal p ty the McKinley States possess 68 and the 
ng States 32 per cent of the total. Of real property the former 
hold 76 and the latter 24 per cent of the total. farm lands the 
McKinley States have 71 and the Bryan States 29 per cent of the 
total in value. 

Of farm products the McKinley States produce 60 and the Bryan 
States 40 per cent of the total product. Of real-estate mortgages 
the McKinley States are burdened with 81 and the Bryan States 
with 19 per cent of the total incumbrance. Of manufactured 
yoon the McKinley States produce 87 and the Bryan States 

8 per cent of the total product. Of the wags paid labor in 
manufacturing the McKinley States pay 88 and the Bryan States 
12 per cent of the total wage paid. In silver product the Bryan 
States are far in the lead, producing 98 and the McKinley States 
but 2 per cent of the total product. In number of savings-bank 


TABLE II.—Showing the banking 


depositors the McKinley States show over 98 and the Bryan States 
less than 2 per cent of the whole number, reversing the ratio in the 
case of silver. 

It must be admitted that these are most pregnant facts and are 
of the profoundest significance in the consideration of the banking 
and currency question and its ing upon those sections of the 
Union which exhibit such marked inferiority in all the elemen 
which constitute the basis of modern economy in the mechanism 
of commercial exchange. 

It is not my purpose at this time to submit any reasoning from 
the conditions I have brought into view. Every member of this 
House will be sensible enough of the influence they must exert 
upon the problem of supplying currency and credit to communi- 
ties so deficient in the very breath of life to fiscal institutions. It 
is not to be expected that communities comparatively weak in 
the material resources which must precede banking facilities can 
maintain a E system suitable to stronger, more developed, 
wealthy, and populous sections any more than we can e the 
feebleness of childhood or the decrepitude of age to admit of the 
regimen suitable to the vigor of mature manhood. Banks can not 
be maintained where there is no banking to do; credit money is 
unavailable where credit does not exist; but these will grow u 
in every community just as fast as material development, ape 
wealth, and business require them. 


1,156,000 | $5,724,490 | $5, 082, 555 
ep 830,000 4,074.00 “3,616,987 
6,985,000 | 3.901, 5% 3.438.035 
95, 377,500 | 34,488,400 30, 612, 288 
19, 337,050 | 8.182;500 | 7, 281, 530 
22,391,070 | 9,088,500 | 8,065,404 
85,488,040 | 42,034,900 37,128,309 
14,895,000 | 6,083,250 | 5,319,982 
74,683,820 32,040,050 28,999, 464 
2, 133, 985 795, 000 703, 657 
17,054,960 | 5,288,750 4,653,285 
3,451,000 | 1.88.00 1,151,120 
45,330,100 | 18,605,000 | 16,577,348 
14.282.000 | 5,298,550 | 4,740,727 
89,221,000 | 7,750,500 | 6,649,120 
13.100.000 4,628.50 4,111,682 
10,445,000 | 3,150,250 | 2, 828, 890 
14,850,000 | 2,022,300 | 2,291, 685 
13,095,000 | 4,160,950 | 3,713,875 
1,810,000 490, 000 440, 297 
084%) 4.280 4,673,630 
170,000 | 1,107,550 T 
000 1. 775,750 750 

200, 676, 940 
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Ca 


conditions in the States named. 

Stocks and 
discounts. securities, 
$15, 620, 057 $22, 619, 689 038 $98,690 | $3,007,252 | $2,225,806 
8, 824, 362 10, 500, 433 737 59,535 1,938, 240 2, 788, 477 
8, 542, 300 12, 190, 138 OT 57, 462 1, 602, 872 1,670, 122 
100, 847,137 244, 741,613 | 17,517,081 594,000 | 31,402,308 | 16,223, 078 
19, 037, 534 55, 022, 769 940, 309 65, 928 3, 264, 303 3, 062, 332 
2. 435, 961 43,497,818 | 1,870,981 309, 923 6, 139, 305 7, 139, 70 
383, 903, 438 425, 984,986 | 29,525,885 | 5,376,147 16, 866, 212 52, 527, 533 
52, 130, 195 51,426,414 | 1,984,081 469, 234 7, 702,978 8, 548, U8 
128, 143, 550 242, 803,386 | 10,105,494 | 1,363,343 28, 881, 753 33, 989, 392 
4,748,873 5,280, 704 170,111 49, 659 1,014, 183 568, 994 
83, 110,307 41,524,882 | 2,373,130 425, 542 4, 530, 423 8, 490, 922 
7. 100, 781 8,405,921 265, 307. 171,312 738, 732 440,486 
92,019, 431 116,110,919 | 5,201,560 | 1,699,952 12, 087, 264 9,108, 788 
29, 604, 637 31, 906,376 | 1,486,056 569, 894 8, 463, 085 2,750,602 
108, 544, 296 126, 476, 844 | 15,202,462 | 4,682,001 6, 637, 085 10,118, 502 
84, 868, 155 42,518,985 | 1,158,173 743,385 5,839, 442 1,372,105 
33, 534, 331 33, 498, 075 758,945 352, 342 5, 836, 988 1,866, 978 
31, 184, 739 36,063,155 | 1,416,038 943, 898 5, 320, 379 1,713, 680 
23, 725, 111 30,851,727 | 1,055,512 479, 560 3, 730, 774 2, 204, 052 
5,047,948 4,982,140 83, 346, 71,478 889, 556 396, 246 
15, 640, 253 26, 085, 866 906, 998 408, 213 2, 352, 474 1,050, O14 
7, 347, 681 6,372,213 431.511 280,813 605, 877 1,117,278 
16, 181,295 16, 974, 383 409, 526 852, 662 1, 372, 458 1,174, 268 

1,250, 892 1, 615,859,374 | 89,090,265 | 21,125,020 | 155,182,471 
1515 91.4 84.0 0 85.3 80.8 
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TABLE I—Showing the banking conditions in the States named—Continued. 


87 | $4,796,300 | $2,176,750 | $1, 891, 145 
28 |. “2,765,000 808, 000 705,385 
15| 1,848,000 499, 750 445, 785 
25| 4,016,000 507,000 | 1. 108.457 
17 | 1,350,000 405,000 382, 90 
65| 16,615,000] 2,862,050 | 2,568,320 
30 | 1,885,000 535, 750 476, 572 
113 | 10,975,000] 2,512,400] 2,235,610 
118 | 9.522.100 2.508.000 2,305, 802 
48| 8,275,000] 1691250] 1,495,889 
2 3,405,000] 1.81.50 1,063,660 
10 855, 000 242, 650 216, 790 
18} 2.8% | 1,115, 000 997, 22 
207 | 20,920,000] 5,064,700 4,515, 340 
9| 1,230,000 248, 500 288, 190 
25| 3.80.00 739, 350 659, 740 
i 560, 000 240.000 214, 085 
42 487,000 | 1,235, 500 107, 080 
11 900, 000 812, 500 460, 450 
1 3 20, 500 18,450 
11 206, 250 182, 825 
40 1, 018, 500 911,200 
909 20,747, 900 


This table presents the banking situation in all sections of the 
Union and reveals in some the weakness which comes from the 
lack of nourishment. With sparse population, limited capital, 
small resources in wealth and production, and a limited use of the 
instruments of economy in finance there will be in the nature of 
things inferior facilities for conducting commercial exchange. 
What we would e from an a priori view is precisely what 
we find in the banking statement to which I have directed your 
attention. A brief recapitulation will help us to a realization of 
the meaning of the figures contained in Table II. 

This exhibit shows that the McKinley States contain 75 and the 
Bryan States but 25 per cent of the total number of national banks. 
Of the capital stock the McKinley States have 83 and the Bryan 
States 17 cent of the total. Of bonds deposited to secure cir- 
culation the McKinley States have 89 and the Bryan States 11 per 
cent of the total. Of bank-note circulation the McKinley States 
have 88 and the Bryan States 12 per cent of the total. Of individ- 
ual deposits the McKinley States have 85 and the Bryan States 15 
p cent of the total. Of loans and discounts the McKinley States 

ve 91 and the Bryan States 9 per cent of the total. Of the money 
due from national and State banks and from reserve agents the 
McKinley States have between 80 and 85 and the Bryan States an 


average of about 20 cent of the total. Of the and securi- 
ties held by the the McKinley States have 87 and the Bryan 
States 13 cent of the total. 


But a glance at these percentages will show how completely they 
conform to those in Table I, demonstrating that banks exist 
were they are most needed and will multiply in proportion to the 
means of creating them and the need for their use. 

Now, let me, in the way of an object lesson, submit an illustra- 
tion of the disparity of banking benefits enjoyed in different sec- 
tions on account of differences in the conditions under which 
banking operations are carried on. 

Lancaster County, Pa., which constitutes the Tenth Congres- 
sional district of Pennsylvania, contains an area of less than 1,000 
square miles and has a population of about 150,000. It is an agri- 
cultural county, containing 500,000 acres of cultivated land divided 
into 9,000 farms which are assessed at nearly $90,000,000. Its agri- 
cultural product in 1890 was $7,657,790, exceeding by at least 25 

r cent that of any other county in the Union. Its people have 
$1,500,000 invested in judgments and sary It has 26 na- 
tional banks, with a capital stock of $3,650,000 and a note circulation 
of $1,087,430. No citizen in the county need travel from his resi- 
dence more than 12 miles at most to a national bank, where he can 
obtain all the accommodations he needs if he possesses the neces- 
sary collaterals. 

The following table exhibits the banking situation in that county 
on October 6, 1896: 


Bank statement for Lancaster County, Pa. 


Bonds to 
secure cir- 
culation, 


Notes in 
circula- 


Capital 
stock. tion: 


Individual | Loans and 
deposits. discounts. 


$1, 208, 920 | $5,568, 909. 60 | $7,985, 301.78 


I now present, in order to bring the contrast fully into view, a 
corresponding statement of the banking situation in the seven 
Southern States named, 


1,408,274, 084 | 2, 862,342,089 (106, 079, 188 | 29,106,912 | 198,849,019 


State reserve 
agents. 

813. 501. 874 „201,317 $730,847 | 8499, 473 $1,798,919 | 81, 17, 518 
4, 869, 968 18 4. 205 402, 308 246, 368 577,955 316, 603 
3,744,481 5, 856, 344 100,817 181, 460 440,120 931, 496 
6, 634, 493 8, 925, 609 615, 165 387, 691 602, 456 823,814 
3,911,651 3, 567, 624 109, 057 212.950 579, 572 744. 427 

32, 230, 542 45,174,149 | 3,978,314 | 1,961,085 4,992, 864 7, 040, 688 
3, 909, 709 3. 148, 904 266, 059 86, 566 859, 727 621,154 
17,037,122 19, 903, 647 599, 364 504, 049 8, 725,437 1,205, (22 
15, 585, 139 17,005, 348 981, 110, 689 8,401, S49 944, 988 
13,925, 620 18, 179, 688 997, 012 359, 760 1,910,307 270, 020 
5, 727, 07 6, 417, 525 361, 087 256, 646 720, 766 1, 152, 53 
2,082, 424 2,084, 229 177,538 35, 122 210, 655 414,522 
14,081, 010 12, 882, 970 387, 254, 6419 1,221,199 2, 229, 525 
30, 552, 776 38,918,048 | 2,746,738 866, 121 4, 242, 004 1,362, 977 
1,651,422 2,355, 437 67, 36,017 243, 154 117, 671 
11, 418, 179 9,619, 487 670,130 196, 413 1, 669, 257 1,231, 133 
1,885, 321 1,721, 965 42,5 6,348 302,120 217, 961 
24, 289, 416 18, 001,633 | 2,220,104 584,375 3, 577,046 1,725, 506 
2, 586, 555 2, 690, 633 200, 252, 45 225, 187 273, 003 
151, 442 a G a cae 521 5,557 9,565 
1,846, 374 1,197, 733 742,123 371,053 6, 637, 685 517, 488 
6, 468, 977 7,088, 013 454, 451, 583 528,712 1,149, 172 
246, 482,715 16, 988. 918 7,981, 883 38, 606, 548 25, 157, 276 

8.6 16. 21. 47 13.2 
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Banking statement for seven Southern States named. 
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In the foregoing comparison we see side by side two agricultural 
sections of our country—one a single county, with an area of 973 
square miles, with a population of 150,000and one Representative 
in Congress; the other, seven sovereign States, with an avi 
area of 48,985 square miles, an average population of 1,225,524, 
and an average representation in Congress of seven mem The 
result of the comparison shows that the former area, limited in 
extent and population as it is, has 37 per cent more banks, 65 per 
per cent more capital stock, 140 cent more bonds deposited for 
circulation, 100 per cent more circulating notes, 36 cent more 
individual deposits, and 57 per cent more loans and discounts than 
the average number and amounts in the States embraced in the 
latter extended area. 

The conditions which account for such disparity in banking 
facilities as are revealed in the foregoing comparison are conspicu- 
ous factors in the problem of national banking. They render 
impossible of attainment the proposal of some enthusiastic cur- 
rency reformers, viz, a banking system which will furnish equal 
facilities to and make credit 3 available in all portions of 
the country and distribute the loanable capital of the country so 
as to meet the needs of all sections. This might be possible in a 
country of more homogeneous conditions than ours, but here and 
now it is one of the “iridescent dreams” of financial Utopia, for 

issimilar conditions will never yield similar or equal results in 
banking any more than in other realms. The best we can do will 
be an approximation to this ideal; to so amend our system as to 
secure the least of the worst and the most of the best results of a 
uniform national banking system. That such a scheme will be 
evolved in due time out of the chaos of suggestions submitted, Ido 
not doubt. It will not be done, however, in mass meeting, but by 
the deliberate and painstaking action of the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency of Congress, aided by the best light, the latest 
thought they can obtain on thesubject. The bill before the House 
is an important step in that direction, and its will afford 
no inconsiderable relief in the sections of the country where the 
need is greatest. 

In conclusion, I submit the following observations from the last 
report of the Comptroller of the Currency. They leave no doubt 
of the wisdom of this bill. 


ORGANIZATION OF NATIONAL BANKS WITH A LESS CAPITAL STOCK THAN 


The national banking system was for many years protested 
against by those who looked upon its creation by national stat- 
ute as an innovation of the rights reserved to the States under 
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the provision of the Federal Constitution. Whether or not the 
premos against the system upon that ground has yielded through 

e decision of the Supreme Court upholding the constitutionality 
of the law, or for other reasons, the fact is that throughout the 
whole country whatever complaint is now urged against it is 

laced upon a different basis. It has drawn to itself support and 
8 general confidence because of its central and uniform 
governmental supervision and examination, the frequent publica- 
tion of sworn reports of condition, the double liability of share- 
holders, the percentage of reserve to be held against deposits 
required, and the necessity of having the bank’s funds invested in 

uick assets rather than tied up in real-estate investments. These 

eatures have been the means of giving it a strength beyond any 
State system, and guarantee its future continuance. Its useful- 
ness, however, can still be enlarged and its benefits to the people 
made more widespread. . 

The complaint to-day is mainly directed ets it because the 
minimum capital stock required is so large that small towns and 
villages can not have the banking ee which, if less capital 
were required, they might and would. e allegation laid is not 
without force, argument, and reason. In many sections of the 
country under existing requirements national banks, though 
needed, can not be supported from a want of surplus investable 
capital necessary toestablish them. These places suffer more for 
wint of banks of deposit and discount than from any need of 
banks of issue, but under amendments 6 and 7, to which atten- 
tion is called, either banks of issue, deposit, and discount or banks 
of deposit and discount alone could be had. 

The minimum capital stock required at present for the organi- 
zation of a national bank is $50,000, with a deposit -with the 
Treasurer of the United States of United States bonds of $12,500. 
The proposed reduction of capital stock to $25,000, with a propor- 
tionate reduction in the amount of bonds to be deposited with the 
Treasurer, in places of less than 2,000 inhabitants, would give 
independent banks of issue to communities in the South and 
West which, owing to the conditions surrounding them, can not 
take from their daily business needs a greater sum and invest in 
banking. The result is that they are deprived both of the use of 
foreign and local capital and the utilizing of their own credits. 
The safety of banking upon a reduced capital stock in such locali- 
ties would be not less than that which attaches at present in 
larger cities and towns upon a greater capital stock. State banks 
are, under proper regulations and safeguards, conducted upon 

basis of a small capital and, with the methods of examinations 
employed and the uirements exacted, there is no reason to 
believe that banks in the national system would be less safe. It 
would be far better for depositors in all towns and villages of 
limited population if officers and directors of national banks had 
dividends to pay upon but half of fifty thousand of capital instead 
of upon the whole amount. It would lessen the hazarding of 
loans upon uncertainties in order to make a profit which can not 
be legitimately earned, and therefore diminish the number of 
resultant failures. : 

The enabling of these communities to have national banks would 
bring them in touch with those portions of the country where 
there is asurplus of investable capital. For many years this capi- 
tal has been invested in other States, largely in national-bank 
stocks; and it has thus come about that facilities for commercial 
exchange have been afforded many places where local capital 
could not be furnished for the purpose, and the loanable capital 
needed increased, with the effect of lowering rates of interest 
beyond those previously prevailing. In evidence of the extent of 
this investment it was shown by an investigation made in 1889 
that nearly one-third of the capital stock of 520 national banks in 
Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska had been con- 
tributed by Northern and Eastern shareholders, while in Dakota, 
Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Utah, Washington, Wyoming, and 
Arizona more than one-half of that of 144 national banks was held 
by nonresident shareholders, In the States of Virginia, West 

irginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, of the shares of 410 national banks a little more than 
8 of the total was held by nonresidents. The investments 
of this character made by nonresidents since the date given, and 
especially so during the years from 1890 to 1892, have been at least 
as large, if not larger, than in the years prior, but the fi Ss are 
not at hand to state with accuracy the proportion he facts 
alluded to, however, form of themselves such data upon the point 
made as to make them worthy of consideration. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. May I ask the gentleman whether this 
bill has been submitted to the Comptroller of the Currency? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, yes, and he warmly recommends it. 

Mr. COX. I ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to yield to 
me a moment. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. ; ; 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, the whole object of this bill lies in 


this—and this is the only important point in it—that it gives to 
the people of small towns an opportunity to organize national 
banks upon a capital of less than $90,000. I have never been able 
to see why national banks with twenty thousand or twenty-five 
thousand dollars capital could not be organized to suit the 
convenience of communities, just as well as banks with 
$50,000 capital or more. The whole object of this bill, I say, is 
to give small towns an opportunity, under the regulations that 
exist in relation to national banks, to organize banks with less 
than $50,000 capital, and I can not see any objection to it. 

Mr. LACEY. With the existing law modified as this bill pro- 
poses, what capital is required in towns from eight to twelve thou- 
sand population? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Fifty thousand dollars. 

Mr. LACEY. The bill says that a capital of not less than 
$50,000 shall be required for any national bank organized in a 
place with a population not ee 6,000. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. One hundred thousand dollars is required 
for a place of eight or ten thousand inhabitants. 

Mr. Pings Then the existing law is not changed in that 

ect? 
. COX. Not at all. 

Mr. BROSIUS. This bill does not change existing law as to 
towns of more than 6,000 inhabitants. 

Mr. LACEY. Why would it not be right to extend that 6,000 
limit to places of 10,000 or 15,000 population? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, do not change the existing law in that 


t. 

Mr. LACEY. It is all very well to say Do not doit,” but why 
not? A town of 6,000 inhabitants or less, provided the population 
is not less than 4,000, can have a fifty-thousand-dollar bank, andif 
it is less than 4,000 it can have a twenty-thousand-dollar bank, 
while a town of 6,500 must have a one-hundred-thousand-dollar 
bank. There is too much difference between the requirements of 
the law as to towns of very nearly the same size and i 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I would like to inquire of the gen- 


ten years, or to a less period, where these banks are organized on 
a small capital? 

Mr. V VOORHIS. I will say to the gentleman that that 
was not the intention. 

Mr. GROUT. Well, now that the matter is brought to the 
gentleman's attention, does he not think that as a prudent it 
might be well not to give a bank with small capital so long a life 
as twenty years, but to limit it to ten years? At the end of ten 
years it could reorganize and could probably then be able to take 


a larger capital. enty years is the longest life a bank can have 
under existing law. 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Ido not think it would be advisable to 


create in this way two classes of banks. I do not know any reason 
why there should be such a limitation to time as the gentleman 


mpg 
COX. Will the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. GROUT] 
yield for a question? 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. Why does the gentleman propose to put restrictions 
upon small banks different from those imposed upon larger banks? 

Mr. GROUT. Twenty thousand dollars is a very small capital 
for a bank. A bank with no larger capital would be understood 
to be a very weak institution. 

Mr. COX. Ido not know as to that. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly it would be, so far as capitalization is 
concerned. Now, to say that a bank with $20,000 capital shall 
start on a career of twenty years is quite different from saying 
that a bank of $50,000 capital shall do so. 

Mr. COX. Ifin any given town or locality a bank with so large 
a capital as $50,000 could not be organized, does the gentleman 
think it would be right to exclude such locality from the privi- 
leges proposed when they might organize with a capital of $20,000? 

. GROUT. I would not exclude them; I would admit them. 
But my individual ooon is that the life of a bank with so small 
a capital as $20,000 should be limited to ten years, at the end of 
which time it might reorganize, very probably with a larger cap- 


ital. 

Mr. COX. Do you want to squeeze out the small fellows 
because they can not get up to the amount of capital that some 
others can raise? 

Mr. GROUT. Iam making no proposition to squeeze out the 
small fellows;” I propono toadmit them and give them a fair start 
on their career. But it seems to me only right to provide that 
where a bank organizes with so small a capital it shall notrun for 
so long a time as ten years without coming to a settlement. In 
an organization of banks with so small a capital as $20,000, I think 
Suon a ig ion as Isuggest—a limitation of ten years—would 

prudent. 
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entleman. 


Mr. COX. I differ with the 
KIEFER under the present law wind 


Mr Can not any 
np ai affairs at any time? 

. GROUT. But under such a provision as I propose—fixing 
a limitation of ten years—a bank with this small capital would be 
compelled to wind upattheendof theten years; whereas, otherwise 
it might run on and at the end of twenty years might be found to 
be utterly unsound, and that might be because of thesmallamount 
of the capital. When a bank has a capital of, say, $100,000 to 
meet deposits the case is different. But without the limitation I 
suggest, a bank with only $20,000 capital might take as large a 
sum in deposits as an institution with larger capital, and would 
have nothing with which to meet those oer except its small 
capital and the small reserve set aside for that purpose. 

do not wish to prolong this discussion; but it seems to me such 
a provision as I suggest should commend itself as a sound financial 
measure. With such an amendment it appears to me this bill 
would meet more hearty and general approval. 

Mr. COX. Right there allow me to ask the 1 ueman why the 
little banks should be put under a ten-years limitation and the 
FA banks under a longer limitation? 

. GROUT. I have stated fully the reason for it, but if the 
friends of the bill are opposed to it, as they seem to be, I shall not 
force the proposition in the form of an amendment, though I 
think it the of prudence to bring the affairs of a twenty- 
ee d capitalization to a settlement at the end of ten years at 

east. 

A MEMBER. What is the ordinary limit with the larger banks? 

Mr. GROUT. Twenty years. But, Mr. Speaker, as I have 
said, I will not submit any amendment. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I now call for the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the amendments reported by the committee were to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the amendment to the 
title, as reported by the committee, will be considered as agreed to. 

There was no objection. 

On motion of Mr. VAN VOORHIS, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


LEAVE TO PRINT. 


Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. ppasken I alluded some time ago to some 
figures which I would like to add to my remarks upon the bill 
just dinposed of. Iask unanimous consent for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the gentleman will have 
unanimous consent to extend his remarks, 

There was no objection. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. There is another bill which I have been 
instructed by the committee to bring before the House; but by 
reason of the absence of the chairman of the committee, who 
desires to be heard on the bill, I will ask that the committee be 

temporarily without prejudice. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks that the committee be 
again passed without prejudice. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr. BENNETT (when the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce was called). Mr. Speaker, I ask that this committee 
be passed without prejudice. 

heSPEAKER. Thegentleman from New York ee BENNETT 
asks unanimous consent that the Committee on Interstate an 
Foreign Commerce be passed without prejudice. Is there objec- 
tion? The Chair hears none. 
agen. Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries was 
AMERICAN REGISTER—BARK CERES, 


Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. Speaker, by instruction of the committee 
I call up for present consideration the bill (H. R. 8190) to provide 
an American register for the bark Ceres, 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioner of Navigation is hereby author- 
ized and directed to cause the bark Ceres, built in Maine, recently owned b; 
foreigners, but now owned by citizens of the United States, to be registered 
as a vessel of the United States, under the name of Lichtenfels Brothers. 


Mr. SIMPKINS. I ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. Sms) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries, having carefull: 
considered the bill (H. R. 8190) to provide an American register for the bar 
Ceres, beg leave to report, recommending that the bill do 

The Ceres is an American-built vessel, having been built in Maine in 1859. 
She was for some years sailed as an American vessel, and co ge! ager i sold 
to nore owners. She is now owned by American citizens, who desire to 
convert her intoa barge for the coastwise trade, at an expense of about $3,000. 
The laws which barred American-built vessels from an American register 
after once being sold to foreigners were enacted in 1797 and 1804 The reasons 
for such a law no longer exis 
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A I demand the previous question, 
The prenions question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SIMPKINS, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


AMERICAN REGISTER—BARGE BLACK DIAMOND, 


Mr. SIMPKINS. I call up now the bill (H. R. 7781) to provide 
an American register for the barge Black Diamond. 
The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioner of Navigation is hereby author- 
ized and directed to cause the ee ug ares barge Thomas S. owned by 
the Mobile Coal Company, of Mobile, Ala., a corporation under the laws of 
Alabama, to be registe as a vessel of the United States under the name of 
Black Diamond. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 8 

On motion of Mr. SIMPKINS, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


AMERICAN REGISTER—STEAMER KAHULUI, 


Mr. SIMPKINS. Ialso call up the bill (H. R. 1706) to provide 
an American register for the steamer Kahulut. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioner of N. 3 is hereby author- 
ized and directed to cause the foreign-built steamer Kahului, purchased and 


owned by Charles Nelson, a citizen of the United States, and repaired in the 
United States, to be red as a vessel of the United States. 


pres and appurtenances were not constructed pursu- 
ant to the laws of the United States, and were not constructed of iron stam 
pursuant to said laws; and the tests in the on of said boilers, steam 
pipes, and appurtenances shall be the same in respects as to strength and 

ety as are required in an inspection of boilers constructed in the United 
States for marine purposes. 

Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. S er, I wish to move an amendment 
by substituting Senate bill No. 206 for the House bill. This bill 
has passed the Senate, and is identical with the bill just read by 
the Clerk; and I ask that the House bill lie on the table. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 

The Senate bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. SIMPKINS, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 

The bill H. R. 1706 was laid on the table. 


MARKING OF VESSELS’ NAMES, 


Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. Speaker, I call up for present considera- 
tion the bill (S. 1424) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to amend 
section 4178, Revised Statutes, in relation to the marking of ves- 
sels’ names at bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the 
draft,” approved Fe 21, 1891. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the act entitled An act to amend section 4178, Re- 
vised Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ names at bow and stern, 
and also to provide for marking the draft,” approved February 21, 1891, is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

“That section 4173 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same is hereby, 
amended to read entire as follows: 

“SEC. 4178. The name of every documented vessel of the United States 
shall be marked upon each bow and upon the stern, and the home port shall 
also be marked upon the stern. These names s. SS egos 
consist of cut or carved or cast roman letters in light color ona dark ground, 
or in a dark color on a light ground, secured in place, distinctl 
visible. The smallest letters used shall not be less in size than 4 inches. 1 


any such vessel shall be found without these names bei so marked, the 
owner or owners shall be liable to a Laan | of $10 for name omitted: 
3 however, That the names on each bow may be marked within the 
year . 


„Sr. 2. That the draft of every rej red vessel shall be marked upon 

the stem and stern post,in English feet or decimeters, in either arabic or 

panan, numerals. The bottom of each numeral shall indicate the draft to 
e“ 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will call the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts to the fact that the proposition in the 
bill is that the names shall be marked, as indicated, ‘‘ within the 


year 1896.” 
Mr. SIMPKINS. I move to insert ‘‘ 1897 ” for “1896.” 
The amendment was adopted. 


The bill as amended was ordered to a third reading; and being 
read the third time, it was passed. 

On motion of Mr. SIMP. S, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. S er, the chairman of the Committee 
on Merchant Marine and Fisheries being absent, I move that the 
committee be passed over without prejudice for the present. 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent that 
the call of the committee may be temporarily suspended without 
prejudice. Is there objection? 

There was no objection, 

The Committee on the Territories was called. 


RIGHTS OF ALIENS TO REAL ESTATE IN THE TERRITORIES, 


Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 9709) to 
better define and regulate the rights of aliens to hold and own real 
.estate in the Territories. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That an act entitled An act to restrict the ownership of 

estate in the Territories to American citizens, etc.,”' approved March 8, 

, except so far as it affects real estate in the District of Columbia, be, and 
the same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows: 

“That no alien or who is not a citizen of the United States, or who 
has not declared his intention to become a citizen of the United States in the 
manner provided by law, shall acquire title to or own any land in any of the 

Territories of the United States except as hereinafter provided: Provided, 
That the prohibition of this section not reg be in which the right 
to hold or dispose of lands in the United States e trea’ 
to citizens or subjects of foreign countries, which ts, so far as they ma 
exist by force of any such treaty, shall continue to exist so long as su 
treaties are in force, and no longer. 

“Sec. 2. That this act shall not e Be land now owned inany of the Terri- 
id the United States by aliens which was acquired on or before March! 

, 80 long as it is held by the then owners, their heirs or le 
nor to any alien who shall become a bona fide resident of the 
and any alien who shall become a bona fide resident of the United States, or 
‘shall have declared intention to become a of the 
in the manner provided by law, shall have the —.— to 
lands in either of the Terri of the U; States u 
as citizens of the United States: Tha 

shall cease to be a bona fide a 


on 
therein, nor from lend: 
any interest therein, nor from enforcing any such lien, nor from 8 
— holding title to such real estate or any interest therein apoi: which a 
reafter or upon w: a loan of 
money may have been heretofore or hereafter may be made and secured: 
Provid: 


“ Spc. 4 That any al 


tories of the Uni of this act ma 

nevertheless convey his title thereto at any time before the institution of 
escheat procee: as hereinafter provided: Pr: any 
such conveyan: be made by such alien, either to an alien or to a citizen 


ce 
of the United States, 
vading th visions of this act, such conve shall be null and void 
= oi R Tape be forfeited and escheat to tho Unived 


tates. 
“Seo. 5. That it shall be the duty of the Saner Re eh of the United 
States, when he shall be informed or have reason to believe that land in an 
of the Territories of the United States are held contrary to the provi- 
sions of this act, to institute or cause to be instituted suit in behalf of the 
United States in the district court of the Territory in the district where such 
be situated. praying ‘or the escheat of the same 
to the Uni tates: Provided, That before 


reof ma 


persons having an interest in such lands of which he many bas actual or con- 

c obtained in some 
one of the modes above provided, then said notice shall be given DE pubiios. 
otice shall be pub- 


roceedings this the 
rt ie akee 


p: tha 

cow trying said cause shall render judgment condemning such 

shall same to be sold as under execution; and the of such 
e of such paid to the clerk 


. 
wW e con 
— a bona fide resident of the United 8 declarin; 
tion of becoming a citizen of the United States, or by the doing or happening 
of any other act which, under the provisions of this act, would entitle him to 
hold or own real estate, which being admitted or proto such suit shall be 
ee on payment of costs and a reasonable attorney fee to be fixed by 
Ə court. 


ect or change the laws regulating the of the 
United Skates And the act of which this act is an amendment shall remain 
in force and unchan 


VVV 


in the District of Columb’ 
„S. 8. That all lawi and of laws so far as they conflict with the 


provisions of this act are hereby repealed.” 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. S er, I would ask if that is not the same 
bill that was defeated in an attempt to pass it a few weeks ago? 
A bill referring to alien ownership of land in the Territories was 
considered and defeated in the House, 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman make that tof order? 

Mr. BLUE. I do, sir. I think that bill has . once 
this session. 

Mr. CATRON. This is not the same bill, I will state to the 
gentleman. While it contains many provisions of that bill, it 
contains others that were not embodied in it. 

Mr. BLUE. Is this a House or a Senate bill? 

Mr. CATRON. A House bill. 

The SPEAKER. Was the bill ordered to be brought up by the 
committee? 

Mr. CATRON. Les, sir; and it was reported by the committee. 

The SPEAKER. And this is brought up under the order of the 
committee? 

Mr. CATRON. The committee directed me to report the bill 
and bring it up at the earliest moment. They did not order me 
to bring it up now, but to report the bill and call it up as soon as 
Icould, The committee has been called, and this bill is in order 
under the call, and under the direction given to me I call it up 
for consideration. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. N I understand that some modifications 
have been made in thi bill, and I am told that it is satisfactory 
now to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] who the other 
day op it in its then condition. I am informed that it has 
been changed so as to meet with his approval. If that is true, I 
do not care to press this point of order, but I should like to be 
certain that my information is correct. 

Mr. CATRON. I will state that the gentleman from Iowa 
[Mr. HEPBURN] who made the objection told me he would make 
no objection to the bill. I spoke to him about it. 

Mr. McEWAN. Mr. S er, I renew the point of order. I 
think that some time ought to be given to us, when we are asked 
to change the organic law of the land, a law that has been in exist- 
ence in this country and in England for many years, and which 
is a proper principle. I raise the point of order, and ask that the 
bill go over sufficiently long to enable us 

The SPEAKER. ill gentleman state his point of order? 

Mr. MCEWAN. It is that this bill, substan „has been 
before the House at this session, and has been defeated. 

The SPEAKER, Will the gentleman give the Chair some 
authority for his point of order? 

Mr. MCEWAN. I submit it to the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not see that the point of order 
would be good. If the bill is changed, it ceases to be the same bill. 

Mr. McEWAN. Isay it is substantially the same bill that was 
defeated. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think that point of order 
could be sustained. 

Mr. MCEWAN. Then, if you will pardon me for saying so, I 
submit it to the superior knowledge of the Speaker on parlia- 
mentary matters, recalling that less than two weeks ago the Chair 
voluntarily tried to take me off my feet three times inside of two 
minutes, without being asked by anybody in the House, and I 
thought perhaps the Speaker in this instance would have used the 
same knowledge that he had at that time. 

The SPEAKER, Well, the Chair does use it, and overrules the 
point of order. 

Mr. MCEWAN. Very well. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. CANNON. Wherein does this bill change the existing law? 

Mr. DOCKERY. It seems to me there ought to be some expla- 
nation of it. 

The SPEAKER, The question is on the of the bill. 

The question being taken, Mr. McEwan demanded a division, 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 45, noes 4. 

Mr. McEWAN. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The 3 from New Jersey [Mr. Mo- 
Ewan] makes the t of no quorum. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Loup (at 4 o’clock and 12 minutes 
p. m.), the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the saloming executive com- 
munications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engineers, report of examination and survey of 
Ahnapee Harbor, Wisconsin—to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, submit- 
ting an increase in the estimate of appropriation for the continu- 


| ation of the investigation and exploration of the coal and gold 
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resources of Alaska—to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed, 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, recommending an 
appropriation for the construction of a money vault in the sub- 
treasury portion of the Boston post-office—to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. f £ 

A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in 
compliance with the House resolution of June 5, 1896, lists of 
appointments and changes of employees in the Interior Depart- 
ment—to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, and 
ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 20f Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. DE ARMOND, from the Committee on the Judiciary, sub- 
mitted the views of the minority of said committee on the bill of 
the Senate (S. 2984) entitled “An act in relation to contempts of 
court;” which said views (Report No. 2471, part 2) were referred 
to the House Calendar. 

Mr. HICKS, from the Committee on Public Buildi and 
Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 172) 
to increase the limit of the appropriation for a public building at 
Newport, Ky., reported the same without amendment, accom- 
panied by a report (No. 2481); which said bill and report were 
a to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 

nion. 

He also, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
bill of the House (H. R. 2718) for the erection of a public building 
at Mayfield, Ky., T ted the same with amendment, accompa- 


nied by a report (No. 2482); which said bill and re were 
333 to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
nion. 


Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to Which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 1215) 
gronding for the erection of a public building at the city of 

ttsmouth, Nebr., and for other purposes, reported the same 
with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2483); which 
said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

a Mr. HALTERMAN, from the Committee on Pensions: 

e bill (H. R. 1541) granting a pension to Henry Schnetberg, 
of Indiana, Pa. (Report No. 2484.) 

og 8 bill 155 R. $909) granting a pension to Esther Jackson. (Re- 
po 0. 3 

By Mr. MOZLEY, from the Committee on Pensions: The bill 
(H. R. 3692) granting a pension to Mrs. Annie M. Clemens, (Re- 
port No. 2486. 

By Mr. DE , from the Committee on Claims: The bill (S. 
eagla on An act for the relief of Joshua Bishop.” (Report 

0. 2487. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
75 a following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
ows: 
By Mr. COOPER of Florida: A bill (H. R. 9932) to provide for 
removing obstructions to navigation from the St. Jo River, 
Florida, and its tributaries—to the Committee on Rivers and 


arbors. 

By Mr. FISCHER: A bill (H. R. 9933) to reduce taxation and to 
provide revenue for the Government, and for other purposes—to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HOWARD (by request): A bill (H. R. 9934) to regulate 
the use of cars in the transportation of ms upon interstate 
railways, and for other purposes—to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. , 

By Mr. COCKRELL: A bill (H. R. 9935) to authorize the con- 
struction or acquisition of a bridge across the Rio Grande River, 
at El Paso, in the State of Texas—to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. WILLIS: A bill (H. R. 9936) to amend the naval appro- 
poscon bill (House bill No. ——) for the fiscal year ending June 80, 

898—to the Committee on T ropriations. 

By Mr. MILNES: A bill (H. R. 9944) to authorize the purchase 
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of a site for the Goyernment Printing Office—to the Committee 
on Public 5 and Grounds. 

By Mr. PEARSON: A bill (H. R. 9945) to amend an act to in- 
corporate the Washington Market Company, pei May 20, 
1870—to the Cofhimittee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WASHINGTON: A concurrent resolution (House Con. 
Res. No. 63) to print 15,000 additional copies of Messages and 
Papers of the Presidents—to the Committee on Printing. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following 
titles were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. R. 9937) granting an increase 
— pension to John Newton Breed to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9938) granting a pension to James F. Burch- 
stead—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9939) to amend the military record of George 
W. Wilder—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. DINSMORE: A bill (H. R. 9940) for the relief of Daniel 
McKeever, of Fayetteville, Ark.—to the Committee on War 


By Mr. PICKLER: A bin (H. R. 9941) granting an increase of 
pension to James Parsloe—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. THOMAS: A bill (H. R. 9942) granting a pension to 
e a Will GLB d granting a pension % Amn Brant 
0, a R. a on is— 
to the Committee on Inyalid N 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Grocers and Manufac- 
turers’ Exchange of Philadelphia, Pa., favoring the creation of a 
department of commerce and manufactures—to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, petitions of T. S. Johnson and others, and John H. Kra- 
mer and others, all of Philadelphia, Pa., favoring the passage of 
Senate bill No. 1675, forbidding the transportation of obscene mat- 
ter by express or otherwise—to the Committee on Interstate and 
eee ty mmerce. 

By Mr, APSLEY: Papers to accompany House bill No. 9449, for 
the relief of Egbert A. Stricksma—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. BARRETT: Paper to accompany House bill granting a 

msion to James F. Burchstead, of Com H. Fhirty-flist 

giment Maine Volunteer Infantry to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BULL: Resolutions of the Yo Islanders’ Association, 
Clan na Gael, of Pawtucket, R. I., in favor of the e of 
Senate resolution No. 163, for the independence of Cuba—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: Petition of the Bronze Club, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, in favor of Senate resolution No. 163, relating to 
the recognition of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CHICKERING: Petition of board of supervisors of Os- 
wego County, N. Y.,in favor of Cuban independence—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of Iowa: Resolutions of the Iowa Academy of 
Science, against Senate bill No. 1552, for the prevention of cruelty 
to animals in the District of Columbia! to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Also (by request), petition of Le Grand Byington, of the State 
of lowa, asking the repeal of the national-bank act and a reform 
in 83 methods; also to bring public expendi- 
euros and income to parity—to the Committee on Banking and 

urrency. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Resolutions of the Master Car Builders’ 
Association, opposing the metric system—to the Committee on 
canes Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. ON: Petition of George W. Schachleiter, to accom- 
pay House bill No. 2826, for his relief—to the Committee on 

valid Pensions. 

By Mr. FLETCHER: ResolutionsoftheSt. Paul (Minn. ) Cham- 
ber of Commerce, in favor of maintaining the gold standard—to 
the Committee on ing and Currency. 

By Mr. HARMER: Memorial of Francis Remmlein, in connec- 
tion with House bill for the removal of the charge of desertion— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, memorial relating to the military service of the late Charles 
G. Augeroth, jr.—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HOWELL: Petition of the New Jersey Society, Sons of 
the American Revolution, urging prompt action of Congress in 
the Cuban matter—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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By Mr. MERCER: Resolutions ado of 
citizens of Omaha, Nebr., in favor of Cuban independence—to the 


at a mass meeting 


Committee on Forei ® 

Also, tions of Clement Chase and tamis T. Wa mf 
Omaha, Nebr., publishers, against the r of House b 0. 
4566, relating to second-class mail matter to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

prne: PARKER: Resolution of the Newark (N. J.) Board 
of Trade, relative to the extension of the term of the President of 
the United States—to the Committee on Election of President, 
Vice-President, and Representatives in sis 

Also, resolutions of the Board of Trade of Newark, N. J., rela- 
tive to the delay in the matter of postal facilities and building—to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, petition of General Sedgwick Council, Order United Ameri- 
can Mechanics, No. 22, of Newark, N. J., favoring the interven- 
tion of the United States in favor of Cuban independence—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. STRODE of Nebraska: Petition of citizens of Lincoln, 
Nebr., respecting Cuban independence—to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs 


By Mr. SULZER (by request): Resolutions of voters of the 
Eleventh Congressional district of New York, favorable to the 
sy . and independence of Cuba—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. TERRY: Paper of the Arkansas River Improvement 
Commission, giving statistics of commerce to be benefited by the 
aliases of Arkansas River—to the Committee on Rivers and 

arbors. 

By Mr. UPDEGRAFF: Petitions of Dunlevy Bros., of Lansing, 
Iowa, and Boardman Cooley, of Strawberry Point, Iowa, against 
the passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail 
matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


SENATE. 


TUESDAY, January 12, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. NELSON, and by unanimous 
consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 


CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate four communi- 
cations from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of 
the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, certified copies of 
the ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice- 
President for the States of New York, New Hampshire, Nevada, 
and Utah; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. NELSON. I present resolutions of the Atlantic Coast Sea- 
men’s Union, and ask that inry may be read and spread upon the 
RECORD. I make the request because the secretary and the presi- 
dent of the association have asked me to prefer such a request, 
The resolutions are short. I should like to have them and 
spread upon the record. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Minnesota? 

Mr. HILL. What is the nature of the request? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New York makes 
an 2 of the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. L. I wish to learn what is the precise request. 

Mr. NELSON. It is to have the resolution read and printed in 
the Recorp. The petition comes to me from a sailors’ association 
with that request. 

Mr. HILL. It strikes me that we must have some rule upon 
the subject. A year or two ago my distinguished friend from 
Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS]; who is now absent from his seat, uni- 
formly objected to having all petitions and resolutions of this 
character printed in the RECORD. Of late everything of the kind 
poty much has been printed in the Rxconp. While I sympa- 

ize with the resolutions, I think, and the object the petitioners 
have in view, I do not believe we ought to lumber up the RECORD 


with such matters. I objected yesterday to a matter presented | tr 


by the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN], andit strikes me that 
I shall be compelled to object to this request, suggesting to the 
Senator from Minnesota that it will answer every purpose if the 
petition is printed as a document. 
Mr. NELSON. I ask to have it read to the Senate this morn- 
ing. I presume I would have the right toread it in my own time, 
but in place of doing so I ask to have the Secretary read it. 

Mr. HILL There are ways, of course, to evade the rule. I 
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realize that fact. The Senator, of course, can take any course he 


fit. 
Me: epic . hope the gentleman will withdraw his objec- 
tion. Tho eoolutions are very short. 2 
Mr. 0 withdraw it by reason of the appeal, but 
hereafter I shall object to printing such matters in the CONGRES- 
SIONAL RECORD. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the resolu- 
tions presented by the Senator from Minnesota. 
Mr. HALE. Isubmit,if the Senator from New York has with- 
drawn his objection, that there is no need for the ing of the 
tition. Let it be printed in the RECORD, as reques by the 
mator from Minnesota, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is that course satisfactory to the 
Senator from Minnesota? 
Mr. NELSON. It is satisfactory. 
The petition was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as follows: 
ATLANTIO COAST SEAMEN'S UNION. 
[General office: 152 Commercial street, Boston, Mass.] 
Port OF New York, Jan’ 4, 1897. 
(Columbia Hall, yn, N. Y.) 
Whereas American seamen under the nt laws enjoy that measure of 
ee berty accorded to all men by the Constitution of the United States, 
g 


subject to imprisonment and forfeiture of thor wages and clothing for 
violation of a civil ve map to perform labor (Re Statutes, piuhan 


4596, 4598, , and 4601); an 

Whereas by section 10 of the act of Co of 1884, as amended in 1886, 
seamen are permitted, and by the combinations of the crimps compelled, to 
sign away to an original creditor,"’ whether they owe it to him or not, more 
than 50 per cent of their wages ore ering earned the same, thus keeping 
en in a perpetual state of debt and poverty amounting virtually toslavery; 
an 


Whereas seamen are subject on the high seas to corporal 
any trifling offense which may by the master be constru 
are g. to beat, wound, or imprison" 
an 


unishment for 
as “ justifiable 
them (Revised Statutes, section 5347); 


Whereas those J Pile allotted to American seamen by law are decidedly 
less in quantity, and generally inferior in quality, to the rations served out to 
conyicts in our peniten’ „thereby causing erican ships, portion 
to their peg oad furnish five times as many cases of scurvy and beri-beri 
as those of G Britain, the leading maritime nation of the world: There- 


fore, 

Resolved, That we, the seamen of the poy of New Zin mass meeting 
assembled, hereby earnestly 3 x popon he Senate Committee on Commerce 
to report favorably on bills H. R. and 6300, as passed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives on the 8th of June, 1896, and we ap to all United States Sen- 
ators to interest themselves in the speedy enactment into law of the afore- 
said bills before the adjournment of the Fifty-fourth Congress. 

The aboye resolution was led by acclamation, after which the meeting 


eae a F. H. BURYESON, Se: 
H. cor . 
TIMOTHY CARROLL, 8 

Mr. CALL, I t a petition of sundry citizens of Florida 
living in Brev: County, who are interested and concerned in 
the improvement of the waterway between Titusville and Canay- 
eral Landing, on the Banana River. The petitioners show that 
if a small appropriation were made it would make avast and 
desirable improvement on this waterway and open the whole of 
that region of country to cheaper navigation. I move that the 
petition be referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ask the 
committee to give it early and favorable consideration. 

The motion was a; to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ithinkitis a matter of some importance, and 
I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business for a few moments. 

Mr. VEST. Will the Senator from Ohio permit me to present 
some petitions? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The executive session will take but a few 
moments. 

Mr. VEST. I desire first to present some petitions. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 

Mr. VEST presented a petition of the Ministers’ Union, of Kan- 
sas City, Mo., and of Kansas City, Kans., praying Congress to 
on the independence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on 

e table. 

He also presented a memorial of sundry news dealers and book- 
sellers of Kansas City, Mo., remonstrating against the passage of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


Roads, 

Mr. GORDON. Will the Senator from Ohio allow me to pre- 
sent some petitions? 
Mr. SHERMAN, I have no objection to formal business being 


ansacted. 
Mr. GORDON presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of 
Savannah, Ga., and a memorial of the Peacock & Hunt Naval 
Stores Company, of Savannah, Ga., remonstrating against the 
removal of the duty from alcohol used in the arts; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of W. D. Tutt, publisher of the 
Elberton Star, of Elberton, Ga., and the memorial of J. H. Deve- 


reaux, publisher of the Tribune, of Savannah, Ga., remonstrating 


1897. 


ere eee. Loud bill, relating to second- 
class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. We ; 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition of sundry citizens of Florida, 
relative to the Perrine land grant; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Bronze Club, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the er obo the so-called Cameron 
resolution, favoring the recognition of Cuban independence; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. : t 

He also presented the memorial of T, C. Raynolds, publisher of 
the Republican, of Wooster, Ohio; the memorial of Horace E. 
Dunlap, publisher of the Arizona Range News, of Willcox, Ariz., 
and the memorial of A. B. Flesler, publisher of Dress, of New 
York, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud dill, 
relating to second-c mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. ~ 

Mr. PLATT presented a petition of the Board of Trade of 
Bridgeport, Conn., praying for the establishment of a department 
of commerce and manufactures; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of Mohegan Lodge, No. 33, Inde- 
pendent Order of Good Templars, of Abington, Conn., praying 
for the enactment of legislation prohibiting the sale of into: 
ing liquors in the Capitol building; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented a memorial of the publishers of the New Eng- 
land Medical Monthly and the Prescription, of Danbury, Conn., 
remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relat- 
ing to second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of Jackson Circle, No. 4, 
Brotherhood of the Union, of den, N. J., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Phillips bill, authorizing the appointment of 
a nonpartisan commission to collate information and to consider 
and recommend legislation to meet the problems presented by 
labor, agriculture, and capital; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. r. 

He also presented. the memorial of W. A. Summervill, pub- 
lisher of the re Grove a of eee Loud bil. J ee 
strating against the passage of the so-call ud bill, relating 
second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Rey. J. Madison Hare and sun- 
dry other citizens of Burlington, N. J., and a petition of Louis F. 
Russi, of Bordentown, and sundry other citizens of New Jersey, 
praying for the enactment of legislation to amend the laws 
relating to second-class mail matter, and also to prohibit the trans- 

tion of obscene matter through the mails; which were re- 
erred to the Committee on Post-O and Post-Roads. 6 

He also presented a petition of the Central Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union of Camden, N. J., praying for the enactment 
of legislation providing for the better observance of the Sabbath 
in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PEFFER presented the memorial of W. P. Morrison, repre- 
8 o Homes ball No. 808, Known as tho 
strating against the passage of House bi 0. , known as the 
Lond bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petition of T. J. Hudson and sundry other 
citizens of Wilson County, Kans., praying for the recognition of 
the rights of Cuba as a belligerent power and that all the rights 
of independence be accorded to that people; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. GEAR presented the memorial of H. R. Gregory, publisher 
of the Montgomery County Independent, of Iowa, remonstrating 
against the passage of the Scalia Loud bill, relating to second- 
class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. , 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the memorials of E. K. Lyles, pub- 
lisher of the Herald, of Houston; of William Arsti, publisher of 
Waterways Journal, of St. Louis; of N. D. Thompson, publisher 
of the Journal of Agriculture, of St. Louis, all in the State of 
Missouri, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud 


- bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 


the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BURROWS presented the petition of Willard Williams and 
86 other citizens of Branch County, Mich., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Cameron resolution, favoring the recognition 
of Cuban tendeno; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I present a memorial of the Northeastern 
Suburban Citizens’ Association of the District of Columbia, rela- 
tive to improvements in certain parts of the District. I move that 
the memorial be printed as a document and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 
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The motion was agreed to. 
an HOAR ee sepia of the asmin Coast 3 

nion, remonstrating enactment of legislation pro- 
viding for corporal 3 or imprisonment of seamen; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. i 

He also presented the memorial of John H. Perkins, editor of 
the Grand Army Record, and the memorial of George L. Munn, 
of Easthampton, Mass., 5 inst the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. THURSTON presented a memorial of the publishers of the, 
Bugle, of Chambers, Nebr., e ee e sgait the of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-c mail matter; W 
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. TELLER presented a memorial of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Denver, Colo., remonstrating against the of the 
Pacific Railroad funding bill; which was ordered to lieon the table. 

Healso ted a petition of the Society of the Sons of the Revo-, 
Intion of 3 for the publication of all the archives of 
the Government ting to the formative iod of our Govern- 
ment from about the year 1720 to the close of the war of 1812; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

He also presented a petition of the Society of the Colonial, 
Dames of Colorado, praying that a charter be granted the National 
Society of Colonial Dana of America; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Library. 

He also presented a memorial of the Rocky Mountain Stamp 
Publishing Company, of Denver, Colo., and a memorial of the 
publisher of the Alliance of the Rockies, of Denver, Colo., remon- 
strating against the passage of the so-called Lond bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MURPHY presented the memorials of William Cowper. 
Courant, publisher of the Modern Medical Science, of New York; 
of W. N. Whittingham, publisher of the Looker-On, of New York; 
of Luke McHenry, ublisher of the Madison County Times, of 
Chittenango; of the Putnam Company, pang of the Peterson 

azine, of New York; of the London Needle Company, of New 
York; of Charles N. Stecker, editor of the Argus, of Mount Ver- 
non; of Frank M. Cornell, publisher of the Patriot, of Fulton; of 
J. M. Williams, publisher of the Register, of Phoenix; of Rev. 


J. J. Wynne, pu r of the e Director, of New York; of 
Rev. J. L. O'Neil, publisher of the Magazine, of New York; 
of Wenorauch & aefer, publishers of the Brooklyn Blade, of 


Brooklyn; of Alvin P. in, publisher of the Educational Ga- 
zette, of Rochester; of O° nor Bros., publishers of the Fort 
Plain Standard, of Fort Plain; of George Gunton, publisher of 
Gunton's Magazine, of New York; of Samuel T. Carter, publisher 
of the Church Union, of New York; of Henry A. Reeves, publisher 
of the Republican Watchman, of Greenport; of George W. Cor- 
liss, publisher of the Insurance Critic, of New York; of Frank 
Dromgoole, publisher of the Recorder, of Mount Kisco; of A. F. 
Ballinger, publisher of the Religious Liberty Library, of New York; 
of Charles S. Wilber, publisher of the ister, of Pine Plains; 
of L. Dermingny, editor of the Courrier de France, of New York; 
of W. S. Grant Cure, publisher of the Pine Hills Sentinel, of Pine 
Hills; of the Modern Stories Publishing 8 of New York; 
of the publisher of the Nyack Evening Star, of Nyack; of M. T. 
Balkary, editor of Union and Advertiser, of Rochester; of Albert 
Turner, publisher of Home Culture, of New York; of E. J. Ryan, 
ublisher of the Catholic Journal, of Rochester; of Charles A. 
uires, publisher of the Port Jefferson Echo, of Echo; of John 


esley j r of the New Education Publishing Com- 
pan „of New York; of the Christian Literature Co; y, of New 
ork; of C. H. Hufrich, M. D., publisher of the Homæopathic 


Eye, Ear, and Throat Journal, of New York; of Stumpf & 
Steurer, eee of the American Banker, of New York; of 
C. Bissell, secretary of the Household Words and Grape Leaf 
Company, of New York; of Aaron M. Powell, publisher of the 
Philanthropist, of New York; of Augustus Wi Abbott, sec- 
retary of the City Vi League, of New York: of C. P. 
Conard, president of the Railway Equipment and Publication 
Company, of New York; of W. B. Templeton, president of the 
Trade News Publishing Company, of New York; of Morris Phil- 
a & Co., publishers of the Home Journal, of New York; of 

enry Livingston, Son & Co., publishers of the Signal, of Baby- 
lon; of the Metaphysical Publishing Company, of New York; of 
the American Druggist 8 Company, of New York; of 
C. E. Irwin, r of Munro Publishing Company, of New 
York; of William Paris Balton, publisher of the Advocate, of 
Sidney; of Elbert & Hubbard, publishers, of East Aurora; of L. P. 
& E. E. Carpenter, publishers of the Morris Chronicle, of Morris; 
of P. Mann, ee of American Fabian, of New York; of A. E. 
Cowles, publisher of All y County Democrat, of Wellsville; 
of Louis S. Chapin, publisher of the Metropolitan and Rural 
Home, of Rochester; of W. John Hinchey, publisher of the Herald, 
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of Middleport; of Frank N. Lattin, publisher of the Oologist, 
of Albion; of the Sun Publishing Association, publishers of the 
Sun, of Alfred; of Robert N publisher of Stillwater 
Journal, of Stillwater; of R. A. race e of Anthony’s 
Photographic Bulletin, of New York; of C. E. Merritt, publisher 
of the Chenango Telegraph, of Norwich; of S. H. Spencer, pub- 
lisher of New Christianity, of Ithaca; of Stillman & Spooner, 
publishers of the Courier, of Brookfield; of F. L. Northrup, editor 
of the Advocate and Family Guardian, of New York; of R. N. 
Plummer & Co., Mey pg Hee of the American Medical Review, of 
New York; of O. N. Bane & Co., publishers of the Glovers 
Journal, of Gloversville; of B. Holmes, jr., publisher of the 
Poultry Monthly, of Albany; of A. C. Kessinger, publisher of the 
Rome Sentinel, of Rome; of S. N. Moore & Co., publishers of the 
Ladies’ World, of New York; of the Art Amateur, of New York; 
of sundry booksellers and news dealers of Troy; of sundry book- 
sellers and news dealers of Buffalo, and of sundry booksellers and 
news dealers of Albany, all in the State of New York, remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
— — mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented: the petitions of W. O. Stitt, of New York; 
of Clifford Thomson, publisher of the Spectator, of New York; of 
C. R. Clifford, of New York; of the American Trade Press Asso- 
ciation, of New York; of Clifford & Lawton, of New York, and 
of W. N. Lawton, of New York, 8 the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to second e mail matter; which 
were referred to the C ttee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I now move that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After twenty minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened. 


RED RIVER BRIDGE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1726) to approve 
and ratify the construction of a bridge across the Red River, 
between the States of Arkansas and Texas, at a point above the 
town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said river, built by the Texar- 
kana Northern Railway Company, but now owned and operated 
by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Railway Company, and to 
authorize the latter company to maintain said bridge over said 
waterway, subject to cer stipulations and conditions. 

The amendment of the House of Representatives was, after sec- 
tion 6, to insert an additional section; and it was read, as follows: 

Sec. 7. That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of the 
bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year and completed 
wi three years from the date of approval thereof. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I move that the Senate concur in the 
House amendment. 

Mr. FRYE. It is the House amendment which has just been 


read? 

Mr. BLANCHARD. It is. The Senate bill was passed by the 
House with an amendment suggested by the House committee and 
adopted by the House. It just adds another section to the bill to 
the effect that the bridge must be commenced within a certain 
time and finished within acertain time. That is all thereis in it. 

Mr. FRYE. I have no objection to the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNINd, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the following bills: 


A bill (S. 206) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Kahului; and 
A bill (S. 1646) 


A message 


Fortine for certain requirements for vessels 
propelled by gas, fluid, naphtha, or electric motors, 
e message also announced that the House had ed the bill 
8. 1424) to amend an act entitled An act to amend section 4178 
vised Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ names at 
bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the draft,” 
approved February 21, 1891, with an amendment in which it 
uested the concurrence of the Senate. 
he message further announced that the House had agreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the following bills: 
A bill (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the penalty of 
death may be inflicted; 
A bill (H. R. 1261) for the relief of John Kehl and to restore him 
to his former rating; 
A bill (H. R. 2259) for the relief of William B. Ellis; 
A bill (H. R. 2828) for the relief of Patrick Rainey; 
a bill (H. R. 8118) granting a pension to Margaret A. Kidwell; 
an 


A bill (H. R. 6608) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
military record of George W. Taylor. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the fol- 
vang bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R.1708) to amend an act entitled “An act authorizing 
the appointment of receivers of national banks, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved June 30, 1876, as amended by an act approved 
August 3, 1892; 

A bill (H. R. 7210) to amend section 5188 of the Revised Statutes, 
to provide for the organization of national banks in towns of not 
exceeding 4,000 inhabitants; 

A bill (H. R. 7781) to provide an American register for the barge 
Black Diamond; 


A bill (H. R. 8190) to provide an American register for the bark 


Ceres; 

A bill (H. R. 9593) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain 
and 15 ee imental quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers; 

A bill (H. R. 9707 e for the support of the 
Mili 5 or the year ending June 30, 1898; 

A bill (H. R. 9709) to better define and regulate the rights of 
aliens to hold and own real estate in the Territories; 

A bill (H. R. 9710) to authorize officers who served during the 
war of the rebellion in the Regular Army to bear the title and on 
occasions of ceremony wear the uniform of their highest rank; and 

A bill (H. R. 9865) eee ae time for the completion of the 
bridge across the East River, between the city of New York and 
Long Island, now in course of construction, as authorized by the 
act of Congress approved March 8, 1887. 


SENATOR FROM DELAWARE. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I rise to a question of privi- 
lege having reference to the vacant seat in this body belonging to 
the State of Delaware, and I will read the following memorial: 


JANUARY 11, 1897. 
To the honorable the Senate of the United States: 


Your petitioner, Henry A. Du Pont, who is now a citizen of the State of 
Delaware, and has been such Wiel pee ye Soak. See whole life, begs leave 
to state and show that on the 9th day of yY, „he was duly and legally 
elected to the Senate of the United States by the legislature of the State of 
Delaware for the term of six years beginning on the 4th day of March, 1895 
and in due time his credentials as such Senator-elect were presented and 
filed; but objection being made as to the legality of such election, the said 
credentials were refe to the Committee on Privileges and Elections with 
directions to investigate such election and Oy et to the Senate; and this was 
done by such committee and a report submitted favorable to the validity of 
such election, with a resolution for adoption by the Senate that your peti- 
tioner was entitled to his seat under and by virtue of such election. 

After debate upon the matter, the co: ttee's resolution was not adopted, 
and your petitioner was denied a seat.“ 

Your petitioner respectfully claims that his said election was 1 and that 
he isentitled thereunder to aseat asa Senator from the State of Delaware, and 
further respectfully claims that injustice has been done the State of Dela- 
ware and your petitioner Ls rend refusal of your honorable body to seat him 
as a Senator from the said State. 

Your petitioner therefore submits that, under the circumstances, the ques- 
tion of the validity of his election should again be inv ted and acted upon 
by the Senate as a fixed, continuing body which never loses and never can- 
lose control and jurisdiction over its membership, and which can not forfeit 
or surrender itsright at any time to inquire into the claim of any person as a 
member thereof. 

Your petitioner further states that he h and expects toshow on another 
consideration of the subject that he is entitled legally to such seat. 

Wherefore he respectfully prays that all the papers and documents on file 
in such case be taken therefrom and again referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, with directions to such committee to reinvestigate 
such election and to reconsider the same in full and in all particulars, and re- 
port to the Senate, that it may reconsider the case and seat your petitioner, 
as he deems law and justice to the State of Delaware and to himssif require 
to be Gone, and bok each other relief as he may be entitled to. 

ery respectiully, 
H. A. DU PONT. 


The undersigned, who were members of the Delaware legislature on the 
9th day of May, 1 and who voted on that date for Henry A. Du Pont for 
— office of Less ted taen 8 from eg f G aa heartily join in the 

‘oregoing petition, and respec y reques nted. 
WILLIAM WILSON, JR. 
FREDERIC PYLE. 
HENRY H. McMULLEN, 


of the House o, spresentatives. 
r * $RANGIS M WALKER. 
8. ALRICHS. 


JOHN M. 
GEO. F. 
G. H 


I ask that the memorial may be received, and, with all the other 


papers in the case relating to the vacant seat, may be referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HILL in the chair). Is there 
The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. PEFFER Had Mr. Brice), from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 3319) to increase the pension of 


objection? 


Alice de K. Shattuck, widow of Lucius H. Shattuck, Company I, 
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Fifth Massachusetts Infantry, three months, reported it with 
amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also (for Mr. GALLINGER), from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2941) granting increase of pen- 
sion to Alfred P. Buss, reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 

Mr. C ON, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3196) granting an increase of pension to 
George W. Walton, reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a rt thereon. 

He also (for Mr. PRITCHARD), from the same committee, to whom 
Was referred the bill (S. 3185) granting an increase of on to 
John McGrath, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a 
report thereon, 

He also (for Mr. GALLINGER) , from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 3311) to increase the pension of Arabella 
V. Washburn, reported it with amendments, and submitted a 
report thereon. 

. ROACH (for Mr. GALLINGER), from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2901) granting a pension 
to Sarah R. Frary, reported it without amendment, and submitted 
a report thereon. 

. BAKER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3324) granting a pension to Allen Buckner, of 
Baldwin, Kans., reported it with amendments, and submitted a 
report thereon. 

. SHOUP, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 94) increasing the pension of Melancthon 
McCoy, of Company K, One hundred and forty-eighth IIlinois 
1 reported it without amendment, and submi 

ereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 1640) granting a pension to Catherine L. Nixon, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. MARTIN, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8726) to provide for the pay- 
ment of certain claims against the District of Columbia by draw- 
back certificates, reported it without amendment, and submitted 
a report thereon. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2672) granting a pension to John J. Shockey, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 8190) granting a pension to Amos L. Hood, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
pill (S. 3191) granting a pension to Milton T. Bedford, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3103) granting a pension to Jesse O. Davy, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a reponi thereon. 

Mr. MILLS. I ask unanimous consent to call up for consider- 
ation a little bill reported from the Committee on Commerce that 
will take only a minute. It is Senate bill 3490, to provide for the 
appointment of a board of engineers to examine a work and report 
upon it. 

Mr. PLATT. Is the morning business through? 

Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator from Texas allow me to intro- 
duce a bill? 

Mr. MILLS. I will withdraw the request for the present. 

BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. SEWELL introduced a bill (S. 3506) for the relief of Emma 
R. Rusling; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companyin popem, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PLA’ ntroduced a bill (S. gh to provide for light- 
houses and other aids to navigation; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. BURROWS introduced a bill (S. 3508) to authorize the 
purchase of a sitefor the Government Printing Office; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 3509) to increase the pen- 
sion of Gen. James W. McMillan; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CANNON introduced a bill (S. 3510) for the relief of Ve- 
rona E. Pollock; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3511) amending the military record 
of and granting an honorable discharge to Nelson A. Potter; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3512) increasing to $12 per month 
the pensions of widows of survivors of the Mexican war; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 


a report 


Mr. HOAR introduced a bill (S. 3513) to authorize the appoint- 


ment of an additional judge of the United States court in the 
Indian Territory, and for other purposes; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (S. 3515) to grant a pension 
to Rey. Warren Cochran, of Omaha, Nebr.; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SHOUP (for Mr. GALLINGER) introduced a bill (S. 8516) 

nting a pension to Louise Van Atter; which was read twice by 
ts title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLARK. introduced a bill (S. 3517) to provide for the pur- 
chase of a site and the erection of a public building thereon at 
Evanston, in the State of Wyoming; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Commi on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask, out of the usual order, unanimous con- 
sent to call up Senate bill 8375, authorizing the construction of a 
bridge across the Columbia River, in the State of Washington. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Washington? 

Mr. PLATT. I desire to introduce a resolution before we pro- 
ceed to business on the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed. The int 
duction of bills and joint resolutions is still in order. 5 


TERMS OF POSTMASTERS, 


Mr. HILL. I introduce a bill which I ask may be read, when I 
shall ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to make a brief ex- 
lanation of the bill, and I will then ask that it be referred to the 
ittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
The bill (S. 3514) to regulate the term of office of postmasters, 
a esa the first time by its title, and the second time at length, 
as follows: 


master, occasioned by death, removal, 
shall be filled by a) tment for the 

oF office of a tmaster shall 
the date of his assumption of the discharge of the duties of his office,a record 
of which shall be kept in the office of the Postmaster-General. 

That the term of office of all tors now in office shall be four years 
(subject to the power of removal or suspension according to law), and such 
terms shall be deemed to have commenced from the date of the assumption 
of the duties of the office by the occupant: Provided, however, That where the 
prenn occupant shall have been spona to fill a vacancy occasioned by 

he death, removal, resignation, or otherwise, of his immediate predecessor, 

he shall only hold his office for the remainder of the unexpired term of four 

ded he was appointed from tho same political party to which 

ed, or is a member of the family of such predecessor. 

Sec, 2. All acts 2 de of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
Sy. 3. This act s take effect immediately, * 


Mr. HILL. Mr. President, the object of this bill is to remedy 
the present situation of post-office appointments. The matter is 
now in a sort of a hotch-potch condition, and I think it important 
at this particular time to commence pe bookkeeping upon 
correct pono 5 and fair and honorable policies. 


The object of the bill is to determine definitely and certainly 


exactly what ought to be donein regard to post-office spaas 
ments. I call the attention of the Senate, in the first place, to 
the material alteration proposed in the existing law. The bill 


provides that all postmasters shall hold their terms for the definite 
period of four years. Fourth-class postmasters have always held 

heir terms of office at the pleasure of the appointing power. 
This is a “reform,” if I may use that expression, whereby a defi- 
nite term shall be fixed for those offices. 

Permit me to call the attention of the Senate to the fact that 
both political parties have used this power for the arbitrary and 
summary removal of fourth-class postmasters. It has been 
deemed that as they hold their offices at the pleasure of the ap- 
pointing power the appointing power should remove them at 
will without any reason being given whatever. The policy was 
pursued, perhaps, to the satisfaction of all parties at that period, 
when the office of Assistant Postmaster-General was held by the 
distinguished Presiding Officer of this body. Subsequently, under 
the administration of a reform“ Postmaster-General, Mr. Wana- 
maker, of Pennsylvania—and I trust Ido not offend the distin- 
guished junior Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Quay] by thus 
speaking of that Postmaster-General—that same policy was pur- 
sued, and he removed fourth-class postmasters at will. 

Since the advent of the present Administration to power, a new 
policy has been pursued with regard to fourth-class post-offices; 
whether wisely or unwisely, whether to the demoralization of the 
party to which the President belongs or otherwise, I do not now 
propose to discuss. The present Administration has permitted 
all fourth-class postmasters to serve out a full four years’ term, 
although there is no term fixed by law. Removals have been very 
rare, and made for good and sufficient cause. 


Mr. President, I know not what the new Administration of Mr. 
McKinley may do. Ido not know of anyone around this circle 
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who is authorized to speak for him; but it may Bi that we must 
trust to the generosity of the incoming President to pursue the 
icy of the nt Administration. I think the matter had 
tter be ted by law. Ithink if So polioy pursued by the 
present Administration is to be continued at all, it should be 
settled, determined, and continued by law, and that the 1 9 8 


upon it to iately remove these Democratic postmasters and 
appoint Republican i in their places. Therefore this bill 
is presen 


post-oftices of whatever grade should be placed upon a par. 
Therefore, the first point in favor of this bill is that it makes the 
term of fourth-class postmasters a definite and fixed term of four 
ears, subject to the right of removal for good and sufficient cause. 
think it will be productive of much good if Congress shall now 
pass this bill and establish the principle that these offices which, 
whether wisely or unwisely, foolishly or necessarily, have been 
made the football of party itics shall be p. upon some 
basis which is definite. Let it not be said that one Administra- 
tion by reason of its wisdom or its caprice, or whatever you may 
please to term it, allowed all these officers to remain for four 
years, and another Administration arbitrarily and unwarrantedly 
turned them out of office. 

What next does the bill provide? It provides a method by which 
ponura bookkeeping can be made accurate. The difficulty now 

that a nomination may be made, and it may be held up by the 
Senate for along period of time. It may be a recess appointment. 
The person takes possession of the office. I know of several cases 
where nominations have been held up for a year or so, the Presi- 
dent persisting in making the ap tment and the Senate not 
choosing to confirm. 8 y the Senate relents and the 

aster is confirmed. It is held that under existing law he 
olds his office from the date of his confirmation. That gives the 
officer in all such cases a five or six years’ term of office. Whena 
new Administration comes into power, it must trump up charges 
to satisfy the conscience of the President—and sometimes it does 
not take very much to satisfy the consciences of our Presidents 
where they desire to make removals—in order to make an imme- 
diate chan I would relieve every Administration from the 
responsibility for this state of affairs. I would relieve all Admin- 
istrations from the importunities of their party friends in asking 
that in such cases a removal shall be made. 

Mr. President, there is another class of cases. A postmaster 
holds for three years and over—a Democratic postmaster, for in- 
stance. Few die and none rai Once in a while a Democratic 

tmaster dies, and the President sees fit to send in the name of 
bis widow for that office. The Democrat may have held the office 
for a period of three Fa and a half, and our Republican friends 
naturally object, under the existing political situation, to having 
the widow for four years. 

Without endeavoring or intending now to divulge any of the 
_ secrets of the Post-Office Committee, I speak apo this subject with 

full knowledge of the situation, being one of the minority mem- 
bers of that committee. Ihave been importuned by Democratsin 
all parts of the Union to look after their rights. ere is a large 
number of States where there are no Democratic tatives 
in this Chamber, and Democratic Senators are becoming gradually 
less, especially in the Northern States. There are postmasters 
writing to me from all parts of the North calling attention to the 
fact of their nomination and asking whatcan be done. There are 
to-day 250 Democratic nominations in the hands of the Post-Office 
Committee awaiting some action. There are postmasterships 
now about which there will be some friction, which will con- 
tinue to become ter until the 4th day of March, 

Mr. CHAND: Is it convenient for the Senator to have me 
ask him a question at this time? 

Mr. HILL. I hope the Senator will wait until I get through. 
Then I shall be pleased to answer. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is right in this connection. 

Mr, HILL. Very well. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator stated that the present Admin- 
istration had not made remoyals of 8 auring the terms 
expressed in their commissions. want to ask the Senator 
whether he is able to say removals have not been made since the 
8d day of November last of postmasters on account of their polit- 
ical action in the election of that day? 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, what I was particularly saying was 
that fourth-class postmasters had been allowed to serve out a full 
term of four years, although there was no law fixing the term. 
That, as a general rule, is absolutely true. It is further absolutely 
true that every postmaster whose appointment is fixed by law has 
been allowed to serve out his term with ibly a half dozen 


exceptions, where they have been remo for political 
or pernicious activity. Allow me to say right here President, 
that I take but li stock in 5 But that is now 
foreign to the real question invol 


Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow me to say he has n 
answered my question. The question is whether since the 8d 
November Presidential appointments, officers confirmed by 
the Senate, have not been removed during the term for which they 
Phil appointed on account of their political conduct at that elec- 

on + 

Mr. HILL. Yes; I think that is so as to a few of them, a half 
dozen of them. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Is the Senator informed as to the number? 

Mr. HILL. I think about half a dozen. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Judging from the complaints that have 
come to me, there are a t many more that. 

5 2 HILL. By the clamor one would think there were a thou- 
sand. 

Mr. CHANDLER, I should think there were many more than 
half a dozen. The complaint is specifically made to me as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads that post- 
masters have been removed for no other reason than because they 
voted for Mr. Bryan for President; and I want to present that fact, 
if it is so, in 2 to the statement of the Senator from New 
York that while Mr. Wanamaker made removals of postmasters 
during his term this Administration has not removed any post- 
masters during the terms for which they were appointed. ; 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, the defense of the former Post- 
master-General, Mr. Wanamaker, is entirely superfluous and un- 
called for. The Senator will recollect what I said. I said Mr. 
Wanamaker had pursued the policy pursued by his predecessors 
in office of removing at pleasure all fourth-class Sters. 
That is the proposition I made. I did not speak of Mr. Wana- 
maker’s action in regard to Presidential offices. I know he made 
eee removals in such cases. Let me give the Senator an in- 
stance, é 

Mr. PLATT rose. 

Mr. HILL. I decline tobe interrupted now. I ask the Senator 
from Connecticut to wait. 

In the city of Elmira a Republican ter was appointed 
by Mr. Harrison very early in his Administration in the place of 
a Democrat, whose term of office had expired. He was confirmed 
and held office for three years and a . Then, by reason of a 
factional squabble in the Republican party, an inspector was sent 
to Elmira, and he trumped up some char, inst as good a 
postmaster as there ever was in that city. That Bacuttions post- 
master was remoyed under the ‘‘reform” administration of Mr. 
Wanamaker, and another Republican was put in his place. If 
the present Administration had not taken action about it, we 
should have had the spectacle presented of seven years and a half 
of a Republican postmaster and a half year of a Democratic 
postmaster. 

Let me go further, and be entirely frank, because there is no 
politics involved in this question—I mean no political advantage 
to be gained by either party by this bill, but Saco is fair politics 
involved in an honorable disposition of this question. Mr. Cleve- 
land kept that Republican postmaster in office until about a year 
or so ago, and then the Post-Office Department here, in the usual 
way, sent an inspector up there, who trumped up some charges 
against the postmaster, and the present Administration put him 
out, and a good Democrat occupies the office to-day. But it is 
po 8 just that miserable way of doing business that I protest. 
It is just such a method that I desire to have avoided in the future. 
Let these men hold their offices for four years. 

What was the remedy? After the Republican had held this of- 


fice for three years and a half, and by reason of a factional squab- 
ble it was desired to remove , another Republican should have 
been appointed for only the ining six months. That is what 


remaining 

this bill provides. Not that every commission shall be for four 
= t is the existing law—but that every appointment shall 
for four years, and where a vacancy occurs by removal, by 
resignation, or by death that the new appointee shall hold for the 
si geen of the unexpired term, pro he is of the same polit- 
I have also provided in the bill for a case where the appointee be- 
longs to the same family, thus covering the case of the widows and 
daughters of a d ter. That is a fair proposition. 
This question has got to be settled. It will be as fair for one party 

as for another in the end. 
When the new Administration comes in, what spectacle will con- 
front it? Within the last ten days there have been several ap- 
intments sent to the Senate of widows of deceased postmasters. 
course, our Republican friends will dislike to object to their 
confirmation. Republican members of the other House will nat- 
urally not desire them to beconfirmed. Why? Because the new 
appointees will hold over three years and a half of a new Admin- 
istration, and no political party should get an advantage over 
another by death, removal, or tion. That is the point 
It is a simple measure, 
will want this measure in 1901. Both 


involved, an that is the effect of this i 
: Our Democratic frien 
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It prevents a scramble from now 
until the 4th of March in regard to the appointment or confirma- 


parties ought to have it now. 


tion of these various postmasters. : 

Mr. President, I have already said that there are 250 nomina- 
tions now pending before the Post-Office Committee. What is to 
be done with them? Am I to appeal simply to the generosity of 
my opponents for action upon those nominations? Are we to have 
a squabble which will become more and more severe every three 
months during the closing days of every Administration? I think 
we should not, I think the best policy would be to define exactly 
the status of these postmasters, and let them thoroughly under- 
stand what is to be done. 

That is the effect of this bill. It gives no political party any 
advantage over another. In other words, there is no injustice to 
us and no injustice to our ublican friends. Possibl my 
friend from New Hampshire . CHANDLER] will say that 
need not worry about the Republicans, that they are competent 
to take care of themselves. They are usually, and they generally 
get the 5 of the Democratic people. We Democrats do 
not wish to be taken for chumps, if I may use such an ow hme pe 
Let us have the rights of our respective parties detined by law 
and let not the terms of office depend upon the a ee 0 
members of Congress, upon the 8 of Senators, upon ree 


ability to persuade and induce colleagues to confirm ce: 
nominations. 
A fourth-class postmaster holds, as I said before, during the 
poasit of the appointing power. There has been a num- 
r of fourth-class postmas ips raised to the third c dur- 
ing the present Administration, and they have been raised to the 


class after the Democratic aypoinee had held the office for 
over three years, and if we rm the Democratic opines 
many of these particular Democratic appointees will hold for 
seven-odd years. That is unjust to the ublican party, and 
undou y there will be more or less contention before the 3d day 
of March on the question of nominations. I want to avoid that. 

Mr. President, when you have made a third-class office out of a 
fourth-class office and appoint the man who has held the place for 
three years, that Democrat should be satisfied when his four years 
are out, and he should turn the office over to a Republican. That 
can not be done under the existing law. The only way a new 
Administration can make all things even for the party is to go to 
the miserable subterfuge of trumping up charges to satisfy the 
conscience of the President in order to put the incumbent out. 
What has been done under the present Administration has been 
done under all Administrations, except that the present Admin- 
istration has allowed all fourth-class postmasters to fill out a full 
period of four years just as though the law provided for a four- 
year term. 

Mr. ALLEN. May I ask a question of the honorable Senator 
from New York? 

Mr. HILL. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. Task the Senator from New Yorkif he can e 
any instance in the history of the country where the President o 
the United States has removed any postmaster or other officer for 
8 = intelligently supporting the nominee of his party for 

n 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I am not going to stir up old by- 
ponen; but away back in the time when Mr. Douglas was the can- 

idate for President of the regular Democratic party, and Mr. 
Breckinridge was the candidate of another wing of that 2 
postmasters were removed by President Buchanan for the simple 
offense of 1 0 perp Mr. Douglas for the Presidency; and 
records are full of just such instances. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt 


? 

Mr. HILL. I am not to be diverted into a discussion of this 
last subject, because that question is not involved. This bill will 
not prevent any President from removing a man from office u 
charges. You can not so provide. You have got, should this bill 
become a law, still to trust the appointing power, because he must 
have the inherent right to remove for cause; but I want to relieve 
every Administration from the necessity of trumping up charges 
cacy to equalize political advantages. That is what this bill 
will do. 

If any President shall see fit to remove an official because of 
t‘ pernicious activity,” as it is called—a phrase which I do not fully 
comprehend, understand, or appreciate—there is no way of pre- 
venting it, because he has the absolute power to remove under the 
Constitution of the United States and under our existing laws. 
Take the case of a Democrat whose post-office has just been made 
a third-class office. He has held office for three years and a half, 
and now under his commission he is going to hold for four years 
more. The Republican member of Congress from that district 
wants to oust that man. Naturally he does not want him, because 
his political friends at home will say: ‘‘ This is not right. Simply 
because that office was made a third-class post-office is no reason 


this man should be permitted to remain in his office.“ What 


wh 
is the effect of it? His friends get around the Postmaster- 
General and trump up charge and that c e against him in 
order to secure his removal, whereas if the term of the office should 
expire after a man had held for the full term of four years, he 
could honorably retire from the office. It is-to prevent these re- 
movals, which more or less carry a stigma with them, that I have 
introduced this bill, and because my attention has been called to 
them on account of the fact that Iam an humble member of the 
minority of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, where, 
to a large extent, the burden of looking after the interests of the 
minority falls. 

Therefore, Mr. President, I submit 12 proposition, which I ho 
will be taken up by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
in 8 5 in which I have introduced it, and that they may be 
induced, in the interest of better government and in the interest 
of fair political 8 report favorably on this bill. What 
else I desire to say on this subject may better be said in executive 
session, 

Lask that the bill be referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Bacon in the chair). That 
reference will be made. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. PLATT submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BLANCHARD submitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was 
. to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. ? 

Mr. CLARK submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military "Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. 555 485 Rescigno 1 = be to: 
posed o the gene e appropriation ; whic 

as referred to the Committee on Finan ce, and ordered to be 
prin 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. WILSON. I again ask unanimous consent for the con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 3375) authorizing the construction of a 
bridge across the Columbia River, in the State of Washington. 

Mr. PLATT. I wish the Senator would withhold his request 
until resolutions can be introduced. 

Mr. ALLEN. I hope we may be permitted to get through with 
the morning business. 

The P IDING OFFICER, Objection is made to the request 
of the Senator from Washington. 

NATIONAL BANKRUPTCY BI. 


On motion of Mr. HOAR, it was 
Ordered, That 4,000 copies of Senate Docum á. session Fifty- 
fourth Congress, be printed for the use of the Comma te Tadiclary. 
REPRINT OF PACIFICO RAILROAD BILL. 
5 Mr. 3 1 nee are pee 5 whi 
as been incorrectly printed, chrough my fault and parti 
through the fault of the Printin Office, 
The order was agreed to, as follows: 
Ordered, That the hie apes je Hag iw Se yo So trustees of the Union 


Pacific Railroad Com an Railroad Company, and to 
fund the bond debts thereof, and for other purposes, be reprinted. 
ABBREVIATION OF CONGRESSIONAL REPORTS, 
Mr. PLATT submitted the following resolution; which was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Rules is instructed to consider the prac, 
ticability of abbreviating the daily reports of the proceedings of Congress ad 
published in the CONGRESSIONAL RD. 

Mr. HOAR. Who will abbreviate the reports? 

Mr. PLATT, I do not wish to make any remarks about the 
resolution, except to say that there is a growing necessity for les- 

sening the volume of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. I desire that 
the resolution may be referred to the Committee on Rules. I 
have introduced it simply to call the attention of the Committee 
on Rules to the subject. 

Mr. GORMAN. I suggest to the Senator from Connecticut 
that that resolution ought to go to the Committee on Printing, as 
that committee has special charge of the matter of the printing of 
the RECORD, 

Mr. PLATT. Ihave no objection to that reference. 

Mr. HALE. I think the Committee on Printing would be very, 
pua to have the valuable suggestions of the Committee on Rules 

ore acting upon the resolution, and I should prefer that the! 
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resolution in its travels should go first to the Committee on Rules, 
and then, after a proper delay, it will come to the Committee on 
Printing for proper delay there. [Laughter.] 

Mr. PLATT. It is a resolution instructing the Committee on 
Rules to consider the question. I ask, therefore, that it may be 
referred to the Committee on Rules, 

Mr. HALE. I think that is better. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, the resolu- 
tion will be referred to the Committee on Rules. 


EMPLOYMENT OF STENOGRAPHER. 


Mr. CULLOM submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate: 


Resolved, That the stenographer reporting the hearings before the Com- 
mittee on Interstate Commerce under the resolution of the Senate of Decem- 
ber 9, 1896, and also the area pending before the Committee on the Census, 
be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 


ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


Mr. STEWART. Yesterday the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
Proctor] spoke on a joint resolution to amend the Constitution 
with reference to the term of the President of the United States, 
and I was about to make a few suggestions on that joint resolu- 
tion. Is it now before the Senate? 

Mr. ALLEN. If the Senator will permit me, there is a Senate 
resolution now on the table coming over from yesterday morning 
which should be laid before the Senate. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the Senator from Nevada will allow 
iad resolution of the Senator from Nebraska to be laid before the 

ate. 

Mr. STEWART. rom well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair lays before the Sen- 
ate the resolution submitted yesterday by the Senator from Ne- 
braska [Mr. ALLEN], which will be read. 2 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, directed and 
red to inform the Senate— 
rst, whether Isaac Walker & Sons, of 1 who are en d 


in constructing additions to and making repairs on the naval hi at 
Brooklyn, in the State of New York, have violated, or are violating, or suf- 
fering violations of the act of E A , 1892, commonly known as 


of August 
the “ eight-hour labor law,“ uiring those engaged in laboring for them 
on nid work to work more ett hours per day; and if so, what steps, if 
any, have been taken by the Navy De mt to prevent such violations; 
ani if like violations are being committed by P, J. Carlan, a contractor, of 
Brooklyn, N. V., and what steps, if any, are being taken to prevent the same; 


and 

Second, what measures, if any, have been taken by the Navy Department 
to ores violations of the Se nalsi eight-hour labor la on Government 
farther legisla ation ff! ot: Ue Have: a TnT, 

1 © opinion of the of the Navy, is n 
to — the Navy Department to supervise, control, pide! restrain the 
action of contractors and builders en, in the construction and repairs of 
Government property. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I desire to say that when this resolution 
was under consideration yesterday, the Senator from Nebraska 
was right and I was wrong. There isa law upon the statute book 
which prohibits the employment for more than eight hours a day 
of laborers and workmen by any contractor on the public works 
of the United States, and therefore a resolution which suggests 
violations of that law is a proper resolution to be adopted. I send 
the act to the desk and ask that it may be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read as re- 
quested, if there be no objection. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

CHAPTER $52, LAWS OF THE FIFTY-SECOND CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION. 
An act relating to the limitation of the hours of daily service of laborers and 
mechanics employed upon the public works of the United States and of the 

District of Columbia. 

Beit enacted, etc., That the service and employment of all laborers and 
m. ics who are now or may hereafter be employed by the Government 
of the United States, by the District of Columbia, or by any contractor or 
subcontractor upon any of the public works of the United States or of the 
said District of Solumb is hereby limited and restricted to eight hours in 
any one calendar day, and it shall be unlawful for any officer of the United 
States Government or of the District of Columbia or any such contractor or 
subcontractor whose duty it shall be to employ, direct, or control the services 
of such laborers or mechanics to require or permit any such laborer or me- 
chanic to work more than eight hours in any calendar day except in case of 


ext: emergency. 

SEC. 2. That any officer or nt of the Government of the United States 
or of the District of Columbia, or any contractor or subcontractor whose 
duty it shall be toemploy, direct, or control any laborer or mechanic employed 
upon any of the public works of the Uni States or of the District of 
Columbia, who shall intentionally violate any provision of this act shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and for each and every such offense shall 
upon conviction be punished by a fine not to exceed $1,000 or by imprison- 
ment for not more m six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, 
in the discretion of the court having jurisdiction thereof. 

Sud. 3. The provisions of this act s not be so construed as to in any 
manner apply tu or affect contractors or subcontractors or to limit the hours 

m ice of laborers or mechanics enga; upon the public works of 
the United States or of the District of Columbia for which contracts have 
been entered into prior to the passage of act. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Lask that the date of the act be read. 
The SECRETARY. An act approved August 1, 1892. 
Mr. ALLEN obtained the floor, ‘ 
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Mr. HALE, Before the Senator from Nebraska proceeds, let 
me ask him a question. At what place is the allegation that the 
law was violated fixed by the Senator? I did not notice that point 
in the reading of the resolution. 

Mr. ALL At what locality? 

Mr. HALE. Les. 

Mr. ALLEN. Brooklyn, N. X. 

Mr. HALE. In the navy-yard? 

Mr. ALLEN. Ves, in the hospital. 

Mr. HALE. I call the attention of the Senator from Nebraska 
to what I understand is a fact, that the law which has just been 
read has been construed as applicable to men employed under con- 
tract upon public works, that is, upon buildings, and that it has 
been construed as not applicable to outside work upon materials 
before they enter into or are entering into the construction of the 
building. Whether that is true about navy-yards I do not know. 

Mr. AL I do not think there can be any doubt about its 
application in this case. 

. CHANDLER. The first clause specified in the resolution 
is work upon the naval hospital in Brooklyn. 

Mr. AL It refers to men engaged in work u 
structing an addition to and making repairs of the nav 


itself. 

Mr. HALE. Upon the building? 

Mr. ALLEN. Les, and not engaged in planing lumber or saw- 
ing lumber 1 to its going into the building. 

r. HALE. I think the law has been e as applying 

clearly to such a case. 

Mr. ALLEN. I aes agree with the Senator on that point. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is not stated what P. J. Carlin, the con- 
tractor at Brooklyn, is doing, and I should like to call attention to 
the distinction drawn by the Senator from Maine that the law 
does not apply to contracts for ships. It applies to nothing except 
repairs upon real estate, public works of the Government, such 
as buildings and river and harbor improvements, 

Mr. AL This is purely a resolution calling for informa- 
tion, and I desire to submit simply a word in its support and not 
to argue it at length. 

Under the first section of the act of August 1, 1892, volume 27, 
page 840, of the United States Statutes at Large, it occurs to me 
hat no man can mistake the fact that Congress by that act pro- 
hibited the employment of men in its service or men en in 
contract work for more than eight hours per day. Now, I will 
read that section, although it has been read by the Secretary: 

That the service and employment of all laborers and mechanics who are 

now or may he: r be 8 by the Government of the United States, 


rea te 
by the District of Colum or by any contractor or subcontractor upon any 
of the public works of the nited States or of the said District of Columb 
is hereby ted and restricted to one hours in any one calendar day, an 
it shall be unlawful for any officer of the United States Government, or of the 
District of Columbia, or any such contractor or subcontractor whose duty it 
shall be toemploy, direct, or control the services of such laborers or mechanics 
to require or permit any such laborer or mechanic to work more than eight 
hours in any calendar day except in case of extraordinary emergency. 

So that section prohibits the Government and the District of 
Columbia and contractors and subcontractors with the Govern- 
ment from working their men more than eight hours a day. 

Now, the singular fact about this matter is that the attention 
of the Secretary of the Navy was called in a respectful manner by 
Mr. Charles Burns, secretary of the Board of Delegates of the 
Building Trades of Brooklyn and vicinity, 123 Smith street, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., to this violation of the law by Walker & Sons, and to 

e letter of Mr. Burns the Secretary of the Navy on the 8th of 
December, 1896, replied as follows: 

SIR: This Department is in receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, in which 

5 bite state that you are instructed by the Building Trades of the city of Brook- 
yn to invite attention to an alleged violation of the eight-hour law on the 
part of the contractor for the naval hospital, and ask t this Department 
see that the law be not violated by the con r in connection with the work 


upon said building. 

ropiy you are advised that it has been and is the policy of this Depart- 
ment to insist upon an absolute observance, both in letter and spirit, of the 
requirements of the act of August 1, 1 commonly called the eight-hour law, 
so far as all laborers or m ics employed under its on or control 
are concerned, and I am not aware of any nce in which the provisions in 
the law are being violated by any of the subordinate officers or employees of 
this Department. By reference to the law itself, however— 


Here is the remarkable part of the letter of the Secretary of the 

Navy, in view of the language of the law which I have read— 

ill perceive at once that a Doper arged 
ths, duty. ana is not vets the hier 155 e ee tue lea oie mie 
laborers and m ics employed under the direction or control of con- 
tractors or subcontractors, the latter being themselves directly responsible 
for any disregard of its provisions of which they may be guilty. 

The Secretary of the Navy takes the position that under the 
eight-hour law he has no power to enforce the provisions of that 
law upon contractors and subcontractors doing work upon 
Government buildings. I disagree with the Secretary of the 
Navy entirely upon this subject. I have no doubt in my own 
mind that he has anple ower by the language and the spirit and 
the evident policy of the law, but if he does not possess power and 


n con- 
hospital 


Congress desires to vitalize the law of 1892 and make it effectual, 


1897. 
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then it is proper for us to know to what extent the law is being 
violated by contractors and subcontractors, and what provisions, 
in the judgment of the Secretary of the Navy, would be essential 
to preserve the rights of labor. 

Now, respecting P. J. Carlin, of whom the Senator from New 
Hampshire has spoken, I read from a letter written by Mr. Burns 


to John W. Hayes, the 
Knights of Labor, dated 


During the past week the contract for 3 the addition to the hospital, 
to cost, I believe, about $40,000, was awarded to P. J. Carlin, of this city 


Brooklyn— 

a firm that the board has been at odds with for some time. This may be very 
likely a subcontract from Walker & Sons, but am not sure, and if lin can 
work his men nine hours without interference, he will certainly doso. You 
can imagine what effect that will have on the firms who employ union men 
and pay the It is the desire of the -board that you should bring this 
matter before Congress. 

So Carlin is either an independent contractor with the Govern- 
ment, the same as Walker & Sons, or he is a subcontractor from 
Walker & Sons, and in either event he is subject to the provisions 
of the act of August 1, 1892. : 

I do not desire to make any political capital at all; I am not 
inspired by any motive of that kind, but it seems idle that the 
Congress of the United States should pass laws from time to time 
respecting policies that are to be pursued by our Departments and 
yet a great Department officer, who has under his control thou- 
sands and possibly hundreds of thousands of men, certainly the 
disbursement of hundreds of thousands if not millions of dollars, 
should by inaction, in a negative way, if not in a positive manner, 
constantly, persistently, and without reason set at defiance those 
laws. Chief Justice said this wasa Government of laws 
and not of men; and it was upon the roe pete that law reigned 
supreme in the United States, or should reign supreme, that our 
Government was formed as a republic. And yet because these 
men who are compelled to labor fora dollar or a dollar and a half 
a day, struggling from early morning until late at night to sup- 
port themselves and families, are made defenseless to a certain 
extent in consequence of their excessive physical labor, we find 
Dag officers of the Government neglecting the enforcement of 

e law and by that means impinging upon their rights. I do not 
know what gers IES a man can have of his obligation to dis- 
charge a great p lic duty conscientiously and to the interest of 
all inyolyed who can sit down complacently and congratulate 
himself that he is a great statesman when he is not enforcing the 
laws made by the 989 of the United States, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the resolution submitted by the Senator from Nebraska (utr. 


meral secretary and treasurer of the 
ecember 19, 1896: 


N]. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
TERMS OF PRESIDENT AND REPRESENTATIVES, 


ee PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning business is now con- 
cluded. 

Mr. STEWART. I ask unanimous consent that the joint reso- 
lutions introduced by the Senator from Vermont |Mr. Procror 
in regard to certain amendments to the Constitution may be lai 
before the Senate. The joint resolutions were laid over yesterday 
by unanimous consent. I was then about to make a few remarks 
on the subject, but yielded. 

The PR ING OFFICER. The Senator from Nevada asks 
unanimous consent that the joint resolutions indicated by him 
may be laid before the Senate. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, The joint resolutions will be stated by title. 

The SECRETARY. A joint resolution (S. R. 10 pror in that 
the Constitution of the United States be so amended that the - 
dent shall hold his office for one term of six years, and shall not 
be eligible for reelection, and a joint resolution (S. R. 181) pro- 
viding that the Constitution of the United States be so amended 
that the members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen 
every third Tr 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I desire to say a fow words in 
reference to the joint resolution proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution to extend the term of the dent of the United 
States from four to six years, and to limit the Executive to one 
term. So far as the limitation to one term is concerned, I am 
heartily in favor it. I believe that that has been the concensus of 
opinion among statesmen for many years, so much so that candi- 
dates for the Presidency have frequently pledged themselves that 
they would not be candidates for reelection. I think Mr. Cleve- 
land, before he was elected the first time, made such a pledge in a 
vey solemn manner and with the approval of the country. 

he suggestion to extend the term to six years, however, is, to 
my mind, most objectionable. I would much prefer to have it 
limited to two years. The strain in electing a ident for four 
years is about all the country can stand. e 1 is too great, 
and the struggle we have just passed cue shows what efforts 
are made to secure it. It is alleged that ons were expended, 


every engine of power was brought into requisition to secure the 
great prize of the Presidency. It must be remembered that the 
patronageis growing very rapidly. It has become an all-absorbing 
subject. The salaries were fixed when prices were much higher 
than now. The money now, in its purchasing power, is double 
as much as it was when those salaries were . Times are 
hard; Government employment is a great boon, and it is sought 
after with a vigor that threatens the stability of the Government. 

If the elections could occur every two years, at the same time 
that Representatives in Congress are elected, the President would 
go into office in harmony with the Congress, and the will of the 
people would be expressed frequently and easily. There would be 
no great excitement. The elections would pass off quietly. I 
believe in trusting the people. The disposition to get farther and 
farther away from the people, to make this a despotism instead of 
a Republic, is manifested in every great struggle where the Presi- 
dential office is at stake. We know very well that other republics 
have failed over a disputed succession to the presidency. That 
was recognized by the framers of the Constitution as the great 
danger to this Republic. Some of the delegates to the Conven- 
tion were afraid to have a president at all. It was a matter of 
great discussion. The term was finally limited to four years. If 
they had put in the other limitation, that a man should be eligible 
to but one term, it would have been better. If we had anelection 
for President every two years, there would be no great struggle, 
and the people would submit for two years without making a con- 
test which would destroy the Government. But if a six-year 
term is involved, there is great danger that a time will come—and 
it seems, if human nature remains the same, that the time will 
come—when there will be such a struggle over the succession that 
it will destroy the Republic. 

I hope there will be no effort to lengthen the term, making the 
danger greater at Presidential elections. Congressional elections 
pass off every two years without a ripple: verybody submits; 
everybody acquiesces. If the Executive could be elected at the 
same time there would merely be a spirited election, and every- 
body would be satisfied to waitfor two years. On the other hank, 
if you should make the term six are and a struggle should come 
on that would i the Republic, there would then bea clamor 
to continue to lengthen the term in order to avoid such danger. 
That is not the way to avoid political dangers in this country. 
The way to avoid political dangers is to trust the people, to go 
often to the people; and to let them know and feel that it is their 
Government and the Government which ey control. Whenever 
you put this Government out of the control of the people, when 
you remove it from them, when you make it what you call con- 
servative, you are moving toward despotism, and when you get it 
very conservative you peano revolution. 

Iam a conservative in this respect. I am a conservative who 
trusts the poopie and believes in frequent elections. They disturb 
business less than elections at long periods, when great interests 
are involved. There is no danger if the 5 are consulted 
often that they will ruin their Government. ey will preserve 
it. The oftener you take the public sentiment upon great ques- 
tions the better for the Government, and the better for the pres- 
ervation of free institutions. 

I did not intend to elaborate 5 25 this point at all, but I thought, 
inasmuch as the question was brought up, that this suggestion 
ought to be made. 

Mr. PROCTOR, If there is no other Senator who wishes to be 
heard on the joint resolutions, I move that they be referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, 

The motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED, 


The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

A bill (H. R. 7781) to provide an American register for the bark 
Black Diamond; i 

A bill (H. R. 8190) to provide an American register for the barge 
Ceres; and 

A bill (H. R. 9865) extending the time for the completion of the 
bridge across the East River, between the city of New York and 
Long Island, now in course of construction, as authorized by the 
act of Congress oe March 3, 1887. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance: 

A bill (H. R. 1708) to amend an act entitled An act authorizing 
the appointment of receivers of national banks, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved June 30, 1876, as amended by an act approved 
August 3, 1892; and 

A bill (H. R. 7210) to amend section 5138 of the Revised Statutes 
to provide for the organization of national banks in towns of not 
ere 4,000 inhabitants. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 9598) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain 
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and 


acting regimental quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volun- 


teers; and 
A bill (H. R. 9710) to authorize officers who served during the 
war of the rebellion in the Army to bear the title, and, on 


occasions of ceremony, wear the uniform of their highest rank. 

The bill (H. R. 9707) ing appropriations for the eet hak of 
the Military Academy for the year ending June 30, 1898, was 
re y its title, and referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

The bill (H. R. 9709) to better define and regulate the rights of 
aliens to hold and own real estate in the Territories was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I now desire tocall up the unfinished busi- 


ness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair calls the attention of 
the Senate to the fact that yesterday, by unanimous consent, it 
was agreed that the bill to which the Senator from South Dakota 
refers should be taken up to-day immediately after the conclusion 
of the morning business. That bill is now in order. 

Se age LLAN. Aer no objection 3 res- 
olution in regar e ina ceremonies, yes- 
terday by the present occupant of chair . Bacon], Ishould 
like to have it di of at this time. ss 
W. Idesire to have the unfinished business 

laid before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair lays before the Sen- 
ate the unfinished business, which will be stated by title. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free home- 
steads on the e lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and 
bona fide settlers and reserving the public lands for that pe cari 

Mr. McMILLAN. The Senator from South Dakota yields to 
me, I understand? 

iil weg ais I will yield if the joint resolution leads to 
no 8 

Mr. McMILLAN. The joint resolution was read yesterday, 
ae went over upon objection from the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 

FFER]. 

Mr. PEFFER. I do not object to the consideration of the joint 
resolution. I shall offer an amendment to it when it is taken up. 
I do not think it will lead to very much discussion. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. If there is to be a controversy over the 
joint resolution I shall decline to yield. 

Mr. PEFFER. I will state to the Senator from South Dakota 
that I do not think there will be a contro I wish to offer 
an amendment, ard perhaps it will be accepted upon being men- 
tioned. If not 

_ Mr. PETTIGREW. I think I must insist upon proceeding with 
the unfinished business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from South Dakota 
declines to yield. The unfinished business is now before the Senate. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The absence of a quorum being 
suggested, the Secretary will call the roll. 

he Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators an- 
swered to their names: 


Allen, Chil Hoar, 

Baco Cockre' y, 
Baker, Daniel, MeBride, ell, 
Bate, Davie: M 8 
Berry, Fai er, Martin, houp, 
Blanchard, Frye, Mo. tewart, 
Brice, ar, Morrill, Teller, 
Brown, Gibson, Nelson, 

Burrows, Gordon, Peffer, Turpie, 
Call, Gorman, Per V. 
Cannon, Pettigrew, Wal 
Carter, Hawley, Platt, W. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Forty-eight Senators having an- 
swered to their names, a quorum of the Senate is present. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 8656) providing for free homesteads on 
the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide 
settlers and reserving the public lands for that purpose, the pend- 
ing question being on thefirst amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will state the 
pending amendment. 

The SzcreTary. In section 1, line 5, after the word “ tribes,” 
strike out the words ‘‘in the Territory of Oklahoma.” 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the effect of the amendment? Let 
it be read in connection with the text. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

That all settlers under the homestead laws of the United pratas unon the 


public lands acquired by treaty or agreement from the various In 
who have or who shall hereafter reside u the tract entered in good 


2 7 fai 
end eo entered, upon the payment to the local land officers of the usual and 


areewera rt fy meachagei apa pA POTONE SATEEN kind whatsoe shall 
be required from such settler to entitle him toa patent for the land covered 
by his entry. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the Committee on Indian Affairs was, 
in section 1, line 15, after the word “entry,” to insert the follow- 
ing proyiso: 

Provided, however, That all sums of money so released, which if not re- 
Hasoa Lyonia belong to any Indian tribe, shail be paid te such Indian tribe by 


The amendment was agran to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thiscompletes the amendments 
of the committee. The bill is open to amendment as in Commit, 
tee of the Whole. If there be no further amendments, the 
will be A gio to the Senate. 

Mr. . I understand the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. 
NELSON] wishes to take the floor to make some remarks. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota 
had not indicated his p so to do. 
Mr. VILAS. I should like to hear the Senator from Minnesota. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota had 
not addressed the Chair. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I understand the Senator from Minnesota 
has some remarks that he wishes to submit m the bill. 

Mr. VILAS. Iso understand. However, I do not wish to in- 
trude u the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. N. Mr. President, I am aware that considerable 
prejudice exists in the minds of some Senators in reference to the 
object and purport of the pending bill. I am satisfied if Senators 
could be induced to look at the subject-matter in its proper light, 
from the actual standpoint of the case and the ac facts of the 
case as they exist, the bill would have the unanimous support of 


In 1862 we adopted the free-homestead law. Under that law 
thousands of acres were conferred upon active, intelligent, and 
enterprisin earr who built up great States. Those lands were 
among the best lands in the entire borders of the United States, 
They were lands that we had acquired from the Indians, in one 
form or another, by treatyand purchase, They had all from first 
to last cost the United States large sumsof money. Still we gave 
those, the very best of our lands, freely—as free as water—to the 
settlers on the frontier. The result is that great States have grown 
up from the 3 of that land policy. Lou may take a large 

rtion of the State of Wisconsin, my own State. the State of 

innesota, the two Dakotas, Kansas, Nebraska, and most of the 
States to the west of those I have named, and they have all grown 
up under this liberal e 
The lands which are still left, that are the subject-matter of the 
ding bill, are, so to speak, the mere remnants of our public 
omain. They are mere remnantsin more senses than one. They 
are not only remnants as being the balances that are left of the 
large bodies of land that were once occupied and roamed over by 
the Indians, but w are remnants in the sense that they are the 
inferior and scrubbiest portion of our public domain. 

Now, most of these lands, the lands in Oklahoma, the lands of the 
Big Sioux Reservation in Dakota, the lands in Montana, and the 

er reservations to the south and west, are within whatisknown 


as the arid belt of the country—lands that are of little value for 


icultural purposes except with irrigation. They are lands 
which, if not occupied by homestead settlers, would be occupied 
by the cattle men and the sheep men. 

Take the lands in my own State that once belonged to the Chi 
pewa Indians. These are to a lar extent of the poorest and most 
inferior grade of lands in the State of Minnesota. The settlers 
who have gone there are of the very poorest class, so far as pecun- 
iary means are concerned. The lands are in the extreme north- 
ern of the State, and it is a very important matter to get them 
settled up and developed as soon as ible; and without offerin 
inducements of this kind—that of homesteads—these lan 
will settle up slowly and at great sacrifice and suffering to the 
settlers, who are handicapped with poor lands, a northern zone, 
and the scantiest of means. 

The facts as reported by the Land Department in reference to 
these reservations do not entirely do the question justice. Take, 
for instance, in the State of Minnesota, the Chippewa Indian res- 
ervations, which in that State are composed of two classes of land, 
divided by the act opening them for settlement into lands known 
as pine lands and agricultural lands. The lands that are known 
as pine lands are not subject to the provisions of this bill. On 
those lands the pa is examined, estimated, and appraised, and 
the lands are sold for cash at public sale, to the highest bidder, for 
not less than the appraised value, which can not in any case be 
FERE $3 a thousand feet, board measure, for the pine on the 

A large share of the reservations in Minnesota are of that class 
of lands which can not be affected by the provisions of the pend- 
ing bill, because it is simply limited to homestead lands an 
homestead settlers. The part of the lands in Minnesota to which 


3 does not exceed in all 2,000,000 acres. By the re- 


port made by the minority of the committee it is represented that 
there are between four and five million acres of those lands sub- 
ject to homestead entry. That is a mistake. If you take out the 

ds that are still unceded, if you take out the lands that are sub- 
ject to appraisal and sale under the pine-land 8 there are 
scarcely more than 2,000,000 acres that would be subject to home- 
stead entry, and a large portion of those lands are in the extreme 
northern part of the State on what is known as the Rainy Lake 
and Rainy River basin, the basin bordering on the Province of 
Manitoba upon the north. Much of the land is of a wet and 


swampy character. 
Those lands were thrown open to settlers 5 There was 
a great rush of people up to that country. en they came there 


they found that a large extent of the lands were flooded and under 
water, and over 90 per cent of the settlers who had rushed to that 
country left and abandoned that region. The few ple who 
finally concluded to stay there, and have settled there for the pur- 
pose of making homes, have the greatest trouble in the world to 
subsist and maintain themselves, and it is inflicting upon them a 
serious and heavy burden to compel them to pay for those, the 
poorest and most wretched lands that have been ed for settle- 
ment under the land laws in the State of Minneso 

Now take the lands in the other States. Most of them are of the 
class known as arid lands, and if they are not taken under the 
homestead law by homestead settlers, they are left undeveloped 
and untaxed, to be used simply as a range for the cattlemen. 

I take it that it is for the interest of the country that these 
lands, poor as they are—the arid lands and the swampy and wet 
lands of the Red Lake reservations—be settled, cultivated, and 
improved, and be made into farms and homes for those who have 
no other means than their strong hands and stout hearts. 

The price that is to be paid to the Indians for these lands is but 
a EKN item. It will cut i 


ta small in the aggregate of our 
disbursements. The Government will more than e up for 
what it will be compelled, under tho pending bill, to pay the In- 
dians for the lands, by their early se ent, by having the lands 
made promo and by making them subject to taxation and 
the other burdens of government. It is better that the lands 
within the arid belt and the lands in the extreme northern 
art of our country bordering on the Rainy Lake shy: ie should 
et cultivated and occupied by settlers than that they should 
remain in the condition they are now in—that of an unsettled 
wilderness. 

Mr. President, after we have given away oceans of our best and 
most valuable lands to settlers under the homestead law, without 
money and without price, surely it would be an act of injustice, 
when it comes to the disposal of the mere remnants of the rer 
and more inferior portions of our public domain, to load the set- 
tlers witha burden, a that we did not impose upon the settlers 
who got the better class of our public lands. 

Take the Red Lake Reservation, in the State of Minnesota. 
There are perhaps about 2,000,000 acres in all that would come 
under the homestead features of the law. But of those I appre- 
hend that not to exceed a million acres can possibly be settled and 
improved within the next ten years. By and by, in course of 
time, ifas of drainage is inaugurated connecting the head 
waters of Lake with the Rainy Lake region, perhaps good 

rtions of that land may be opened to settlement and occupied 

4 3 settlers; but years elapse before this can be accom- 


We are discussing in the public prints, our public officials are 
considering, and the question has been agitated here in Congress, 
what to do with our arid lands, how to promote their settlement 
and development. Mr. President, there is one way to promote 
the settlement and development of the arid lands. It is to push 
forward an army of pioneer homestead settlers by givi em 
this bonus of free homesteads. Thatis one way of colonizing and 
settling a country that would otherwise for years remain a dreary 
waste. The same is also the case and true with the wet and over- 
flowed lands in northern Minnesota to which I haye called your 
attention. By and by it will be a question how to settle them. 
In the northern part of Minnesota, within recent years, the legis- 
lature of the State has ded thousands of ania in drai 
wet lands in order that they can be opened to cultivation an 
tillage. The sooner we can develop and open such country, 
whether wet or arid, by public aid, State and national if need be, 
the sooner will our country reach that state of high development 
to which we all aspire. 


y them in their task and mission. We give pro- 
tection by means of a tariff, Mr. President, to the manufacturers, 
the producers, and the farmers. A few years ago, until it was 
repealed by the so-called Wilson law, we gave encouragement to 
the cane- su 88 of Louisiana pe the mapl ro- 
ducers of New England and the beet-sugar producea of the} est 


in the shape of a bounty of 2 cents per pound. In view of these 
facts it is no more than just and right that we should give the 
pees who go into the outer verge of civilization, into our 
ontier country, into this dreary waste of arid and wet land, this 
pittance of protection and encouragement that is afforded by free 
omesteads. This is a protective tariff that can come nearer to 
them and be more effective than any other. 

What is a paltry amount of thirty or thirty-five million dollars 
to the great Government of the United States? And yet, Mr. 
President, to these settlers it is everything in the world. It does 
not begin to equal the amount of magar bounties we paid under 
the McKinley Act. What is involved in this bill does not begin 
to equal the amount we are oy cease, Joar by year for the 
improvement of our rivers and harbors. is a great country. 
We must look after all its interests. It is just as much our duty 
to aid and assist these poor ore on the frontierasit is to aid the 
large cities by improving their harbors, as it is to aid the manu- 
facturer, the laboring man, the miner, the lumbermen, and the 
farmer, by means of a protective tariff. It seems to me that it is 
but just and proper that we should aid these por settlers; and T 
trust that you gentlemen who live here in the ern and Middle 
and older States, who enjoy the benefits of a protective tariff, and 
who hope to enjoy itin days to come in a more perfect degree, 
will accord this little tarift benefit to the poor settlers of the 
frontier. I think they are fairly entitled to it. I think it is a 
narrow policy to look upon this subject as a mere matter of dol- 
lars and cents. 

Mr. President, there are some people who fancy that when you 
talk about public lands, when you talk about Indians, when you 
talk about pine lands and free hom there must be of neces- 
sity some kind of a job in it, some kind of a land scheme. Why, 
in this little bill there is everything but aland scheme. What- 
ever there is in it is against the greatest of all land schemes that 
is possible in this country, and that is the scheme of the cattle 
kings, the scheme of occupying and using large areas of the pub- 
lic domain without taxes, without any color of title, without 
any atemp: at improvement, simply ee them as a naked 
cattle range. They are the parties who would be benefited and 
interested by leaving these lands in the condition that they now 
are in—unimproved. The sooner we can get these lands occupied 
by bona fide homestead settlers, with their houses and barns, their 
little gardens, and their little fields, the sooner we can make them 
into cultivated farms, the better for the country. After we have 
given acres and acres of land to canal companies, to transporta- 
tion companies, and to railroad companies, to companies that have 
become great monopolies, it comes with bad grace at this late day 
to attempt a 3 spirit of economy at the expense of a few 
pioneers on the frontier. 

Mr. President, there is congestion in the labor world, and has 
been for more than three years past. Our laboring men are to-day 
swarming our large cities, idle, and with nothing todo. The 
are there helpless, a burden to themselves and to their surround- 
ings, many of them living in the most wretched state of pov 

t a blessing it would be if we could get all of those poor, i 
men out on the frontier upon quarter ons of land, where they 
could in time make themselves happy homes, build railroads, 
churches, and schoolhouses, and develop the country! 

Mr. President, we can surely afford to aid the laboring men; we 
can surely afford to relieve the congested labor situation of to-da 
by holding out this little petty bonus, by saying to them, 
you will only go out there on these reservations in Oklahoma, 
in the Dakotas, in Montana, in Minnesota, if you can pay your 
transportation to reach these places, Uncle Sam will give you 160 
acres of land as a freehome.” Many of those people ma able 
to pay their tr: ion. They may be able to go there and 
build a little cabin; they may be able to buy an ox team, or a pair 
of ponies, and a cow or two, and get a breaking plow. They may 
in fact be able to buy a few of the necessaries that are required to 
start on the frontier. But when they have procured these things 
and paid their transportation, and landed on the quarter section 
where they intend to make their homes, they find themselves 
utterly empty in pocket, withno money to pay fortheland. Now, 
when a poor man is able to leave the overcrowded city; is able to 
secure transportation; is able to make a start, but still lacks the 
requisite amount to pay for the land, would it not bea short-sighted 
policy, a poor policy, to say to him, My poor fellow, you can not 

ave what your more fortunate brethren had a generation : 
you can not have these lands unless yon pay from a dollar and a 
c nape to a dollar and a half, or two dollars and a half an acre 
or them?” 

Mr. President, the condition that is to-day confronting us did 
not confront us a generation ago as strongly and palpably as it 
does to-day, and why? Because we had the t West, the grea 
undeveloped West, our great body of unsettled and undevelo 


land, open to homestead settlers, and whenever the realm of labor 
became overcrowded, whenever there became want of employ- 
ment and want of room for the laboring men in our large cities, 
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they could wend their way to the great West, obtain Government 

homesteads, make themselves happy homes, and build up the 

country. And thus we were able to stave off the evil days that 

are now upon us. ; . 

Mr. President, if these lands were of the kind and the quality 
that we gave away as a free gift a generation ago, they would 
to-day be readily taken and paid for at this price; but the lands 
are the most inferior and poorest of all the lands of our public 
domain, and we shall, by and by, as I said a moment ago, have 
one problem to confront, and that is how best to get these arid 
and unsettled sections of the West, these waste lands, these poor 
lands, settled and occupied by homestead settlers. 

There can be no monopoly in this measure, Mr. President. No 
one can get these lands except homestead settlers. They have to 

o there and make their homes, improve and settle and cultivate 
fhe land. The speculator, the land shark, can not do that. He 
does not want to get land in that way. 

Even if we relieve those poor people from the burden of i 
this payment, they would still have to comply with the homeste 
laws in all other 3 Under our legislation the only practical 
way by which lands of this kind can now be obtained, I mean 
agricultural lands, is as homesteads under the homestead law. 

These men still have to g there; still have to improve, settle, 
and cultivate the land, and live there five years, unless they are 
ready to pay for it. The settlers have still, if you relieve them 
from the burden of paying for those lands, to live on them five 

ears, improve them, and cultivate them in order to obtain them 

No land shark, no ulator, no land schemer is going to 

do that. Under the provisions of the homestead law, requiring 

five years’ settlement, 3 and cultivation, none but 
bona fide settlers can get these lands. 

I submit again, as I did a moment , that in view of the con- 
dition existing in this country at this time among st ip 
men, it ought to be the duty and it ought to be the inspiration o 
every statesmen to do all he can to encourage and aid the idle 
laboring men and mechanics to leave our large cities, go to the 
frontier, and make themselves homes. In no way can we aid them 
and encourage them to do this more practically, more effectively, 
more justly, than by giving them free homesteads without money 
and without price; and I appeal to you, my friends from the older 
States, who have had the benefits and advantages of a protective 
tariff; you who have had the benefits and advan of a bounty 
upon your sugar; you who are not subject to the toils, tribulations, 
and annoyances of pioneer life; you who are our older and stronger 
brethren—I ap to you under these circumstances and con- 
ditions to aid us in giving our le in the far West this little 
bonus, this little protection, and this little advantage contemplated 
by the amended bill. What will the pany. sum of thirty or forty 
million dollars in the course of time be to the great Government 
of the United States as compared with the advantages which will 
flow to these settlers? 

I hope, Mr. President, without taking up further time of the 
Senate, that Senators will look at this question, not from the 
narrow standpoint of the“ ighty dollar,” but from a broad, 
humanitarian standpoint; that they will look at it in its good re- 
sults, that they will look at the question from the standpoint of 
how much good it will do for our poor, suffering, sgh Pages A 
If they look at it in that light, I feel assured that this bill 
pass with but few dissenting votes. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I desire to offer but a word or 
two in support of the pending measure. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Is the absence of a quorum. 

Mr. ALLEN. I hope the tor will not do that. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is too late to object. The suggestion 
having once been made, it can not be withdrawn. 

Mr. ALLEN. I thought possibly the Chair did not hear the 
suggestion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HILL in the chair). If the 
Senator from South Dakota withdraws it, the Chair did not hear it. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I yield to the deafness of the Chair, though 

it has never been observed before in that position. 

Pie PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Nebraska has 
e floor. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I desire to offer but a very few 
words in support of the Beit measure. I shall cast my vote 
for the passage of this bill, and I desire to detain the Senate long 
enough only to give some of the reasons that will actuate me in 
doing so. 

It has been the policy of this nation to dispose of its public lands 
in aid of works of internal improvement on the supposition that 
actual settlement would result in greater good to the public than 
doling them out for a mere pittance. The reasoning appie with 
aopa force in the disposition of the public domain to homestead 
settlers. 

Both of the old political parties possess a history on the subject 
of homesteads well worthy of consideration at this time. 


In 1860 the Republican party declared in its national platform— 


That we protest against any sale or alienation to others of the public lands 
held by actual settlers, and against any view of the free-homestead policy 
which regards the settlers as paupers or suppliants for public bounty— 


I call the attention of the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] 
to that language— 


and we demand the p: e Congress of the complete and satisfacto; 
homestead measure T passed the Hose. 3 * 


In 1872 it was said by that party that 


We are opposed to further ts of the public lands to corporations and 
rt ein n demand that the national domain be set apart for free homes 
or the people. 


In 1876 the Republican party again said: 
We reaffirm our opposition to further nts of the public lands to corpora- 


tions and monopolies, and demand that the national domain be devoted to free 
homes for the people. 


In 1884 it said: 


The public lands are a heri of the le of the United Sta 
should be reserved as far as le for small Roldings by settlers. ae saa 


In 1888 the same party declared: 
Wo reafflrm the policy of appropristing the public lands of the United States 
can citizens and 


to be homesteads for e settlers, not alie: hich t 
Republican party established in 1862. oo get! ns 


In 1892 it was declared: 

We favor cession, subject to the homestead la f the arid public la 
He a and irika esin which they lie under such s sslonal restr: 

ons as to disposition, reclamation, and occu se 
the maximum benefits to the people. 8 goes 2 
In 1896 it said: 

8 an an e return by Bar „ 25 the 
ublican party, and urge the sage ngress of a satisfacto’ ree- 
5 such as — a passed the House und is now 8 
0 3 


At this point I think it advisable to call the attention of the 
Senate to the remarks of the Senator from Connecticut made in 
this body on the 7th of this month in discussing this question, 
On page 539 of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of that date this col- 
loquial discussion took place: 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Connecticut yield to the 
Senator from Nebraska? 

Mr. PLATT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLEN. I only wanted to call the attention of the Senator from Con- 
necticut to the Republican platform of 1896 on this subject. 

Mr. PLATT. Do not undertake to me up in that way. Ifit is any- 
thing about the Nez Perces, I shall 

Mr. ALLEN. Will 


Mr. ALLEN. It is as follows: 

We believe in an immediate return to the free-homestead policy of the 
Republican party, and urge the passage by Congress of a satisfactory free- 
homestead measure.“ 

Referring to this identical bill. 

Mr. PLATT. If I am accused of violating any portion of the Republican 
platform, I prefer the accusation shall come from a member of my own party, 
rather than from members of other parties. 

. Mr. President, if the tor will permit me, it is barely pos- 
sible that a member of another med migns be in a position to judge whetnee 
a Republican is living Aas to the faith of party, or whether tho platform 
was simply promulgated to deceive voters. = 

Mr. PLATT. I may as well say one word on that gee paea and I hope I may 
be able to get back to the Nez Perces Reservation, which Ishall keep care- 
sally in one corner of my brain while Iam 5 about another matter. 

e all understand how matters creep into national platforms; and I ven- 
ture to ne Pome when that resolution and that platform was adopted there 


were not fifty 3 in the St. Louis convention who d any attention 
to it or knew what it was pocan us had ny, idea of what it involved. 
Mr. ALLEN. But are they not bound by it? 


And ee is the remarkable language of the Senator from Con- 
necticut: 

Mr. PLATT, Iam not; and I think that before we get through the discus- 
sions of this poe. ire I shall be able to refer to some planks or resolutions in 
some of the P. t platforms, or the platforms of the party with which the 
Senator from pth has acted since he broke into national politics, which 
he scarcely would feel like saying he was bound by. 

The particular language, or perhaps I should say idea, to which 
I desire to call attention is the open declaration of the Senator 
from Connecticut that he is not bound be Beas plain declarations 
of his party platform, and the implied ission that this decla- 
ration in favor of free homes, in favor of this precise measure— 
because it was pending before Congress at the time the platform 
was adopted—has no force whatever, and was simply designed to 
mislead honest voters and obtain their votes upon the supposition 
that that was an honest declaration upon the part of the party 
which it intended to execute. 

I have no desire at this time, Mr. President, to comment upon 
what I believe to be a very grave vice of American politics, and 
that is to be found in good men coming together in a convention 
and prom ting a platform in which certain doctrines are an- 
nounced, with the distinct understanding at the time that the 
declarations have no force; that they are simply to be used as a 
means to lift the party into power, and when the party comesinto 
power it is not bound to execute the doctrines as therein an- 
nounced. 

Mr. HOAR. May T ask the Senator a question? 

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 
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Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask him on what theory of morals 
he speaks of such people as good men?” 


shall have to ask the Senator from Massachu- 
setts to be a little more specific and definite in his question. 

Mr. HOAR. Perhaps I misunderstood the Senator, but I un- 
derstood him to say that he was about to atte of a practice 
which prevailed in American politics by which good men” got 
together and announced a platform containing a declaration for 

itical purposes, and then said afterwards that it was merely 
ntended to carry the election and get people to support their can- 
didate. Perhaps I have not quoted the Senator's exact language, 

Mr. ALLEN. Perhaps I would better qualify the statement 
by arag e men in all other respects.” 

Mr. H And scoundrels in that respect. 
` Mr. ALLEN. Not necessarily so. 

Mr. HOAR. I should think so. 

Mr. ALLEN. Politicians in that respect. 

Mr. HOAR. I should say scoundrels. 

Mr. ALLEN. Possibly the Senator would. He is plainer in 
his lan e than I am. I do not intend to make the charge 
which the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, I suppose, 
would have me make if he could have his way about it—that all 
such men are scoundrels. I would not be guilty of a charge of 
that kind, but Isay that a spirit has grown up in this ese 
and it has been practiced in the Republican party, according 
the admission of the honorable Senator from Connecticut, of 
making declarations of great doctrines to be applied in the admin- 
istration of our affairs and crystallized in the form of statutes 
when there is not the slightest purpose on the part of the persons 
who engage in formulating these doctrines and platforms that 
they shall ever become laws or be acted upon. It is a thing, Mr. 
President, to be deprecated, not to be commended or excused 
under any circumstances, and I was forcibly struck with this 
lan, of the Senator from Connecticut, whom I regard as one 
of the ablest and fairest of American statesmen. 

The Democratic party also has a history on this subject of free 
homes.” In 1868 it declared that the public lands should be dis- 
tributed as widely as possible among the people, and should be 
disposed of either under the preemption or homestead laws or sold 
in reasonable quantities, and to none but actual occupants, at the 


Mr. ALLEN. 


minimum price established by the Government. 
In 1872 it advanced a step further, declaring that: 
We are opposed to all further ts of lands to railroads or other corpora- 


tions. The public domain should be held sacred to actual settlers. 
In 1880 it said that— 
Public money and public credit for public purposes solely, and public land 
for actual settlers. 
In 1884 the party said again: 
We believe that the public land ht, as far as possible, to be kept as home- 
atanda for actual settiors. eee aj 
In 1892 it was declared by them— 
That every acre * * * shall be reclaimed and restored to the people. 
In 1896 the party said: 
The Democratic party, believes in home rule, and that all public lands of 
pe United States should be appropriated to the establishment of free homes 
or American citizens. 


While this last declaration does not pronounce in favor of the 
pending measure, as the Republican platform of 1896 does, yet it 
was drafted and put out with the knowledge of those who partic- 
ipated in the Democratic national convention that such a measure 


was pending before Con . The same policy respecting public 
lands has been 5 by other political es. 
In 1872 the Labor Reform party declared 


That all public lands of the United States belong to the ee and should 
not be sold to individuals nor granted to corporations, and should be held as 
a sacred trust for the benefit of the people, and should be granted the land- 
less settlers only in amounts not to exceed 100 acres of land. 

In 1876 the Prohibition party declared for— 

The . of the public lands, in limited quantities, to actual set- 
tlers only. 

_ In 1884 the Greenback party demanded the reclamation of pub- 
lic lands that had been granted to corporations where the terms 
of the grant had been unfulfilled, and said that they should be— 

— as a sacred trust, to be granted only to actual settlers in limited quan- 

es. 


In 1892 the Populist party said: 


Tna ee 8 rs . nena gine of 8 is the . the 
people, an ould no monopolized for speculative purposes, an en 
ownership of land should be n All land now held by_ railroads and 
other corporations in excess of their actual meeds and all lands now owned 
by.aliensshould be reclaimed by the Government and held for actual settlers 


only. 

Tcal attention, Mr. President, to this splendid declaration of a 
great truth, that “the land, including the natural sources of 
wealth, is the heritage of the people, and should not be monopo- 
lized for speculative purposes,” or in any other form. 

In 1896 it was said by that party: 


We demand that bona fide settlers on all publiclands be granted free hom: 
as provided in the national homestead ian. a 


And upon that declaration, Mr. President, in fulfillment of the 
requirements of the groai political party to which I owe allegi- 
ance, I take my stand. 

There is no difference, however, in the ee announced by 
the political parties. They have all demanded, down through the 
years from 1860 to the present, that the public lands of our coun- 
try which were not fit for agricultural purposes should be held 
as a sacred trust for actual settlers; and now we are told for the 
first time, after the Republican party has won a great victory on 
this with other declarations that it made, that this plank in the 

latform amounts to nothing; that the honorable ator from 

onnecticut will not be bound by it; that it does not bind the 
party to which he belongs; and therefore, as a sequence of his 
position, it was made simply to mislead voters. 

How do these declarations which I have just read from the 
Republican platform sound in comparison with this language of 
the Senator from Conntcticut? 
this 

ser ge 
vernment ough 


For seven or eight years Congress has recognized 
upon it, and Auco tha whole time there has not beena 
quarser in the United States that that was not what the 

io— 


speaking of the policy of charging actual settlers so much 
acre for those lands. In fact, there had never been a 8 
from any authoritative source that there should be any other pe 
manent policy pursued by this Government respecting the publi 
lands than to open them to the poor and needy for homes pur- 
poses. Every declaration of every political party had committed 
the party to that porey 

Now let me call attention to another thing, and I put my sup- 
port of this bill above the mere question of the dollars and cents to 
this Government which there may be in the transaction at this 
time. What will become of these settlers whose interests are 
involved at this time if we are to pursue the grasping policy of 
requiring them to live up to the letter of the contract? I think 
it is quite evident to Congress, it is evident to the eres of the 
United States, that those people can not live up to their contract. 

But the Senator from Connecticut seems to assume that they 
are anxious to recede from their contracts and anxious to throw 
themselves upon the Government and receive aid from it, as he 
puts it. He tells us that there has grown ap in this country a 
disposition upon the part of certain citizens whenever the affairs 
of the world do not go to suit them and they meet with some diffi- - 
culty in financial matters to appeal to the Congress and the Gov- 
ernment for aid. Mr. President, if there is a spirit of -that kind 
in this country outside of those who are constantly appealing to 
Congress to give protection to their industries by the imposition 
of additional tariff taxes, I do not know it. I do not know of such 
persons, 

The honorable Senator from Connecticut spoke of paternalism, 
and he connected that 8 with the people who are occupy- 
ing the public lands. It has become quite common of late, when 
seeking to defeat a measure, to point out that it is paternalisticin 
its character, and by that means to hold it upto ridicule. 1 chal- 
lengo the honorable Senator to pointouta government on the face 
of the habitable globe now or in the past which was not or is not 
in its first conception paternalistic. Our Government is a pater- 
nalistic government in a qualified sense. The very fact that 
human beings come together and form a government for mutual 

rotection, giving authority to congresses, presidents, and judges, 
is of itself evidence of 8 in a qualified form. But I do 
not myself believe in that species of paternalism which would 
have the Government assume responsibility for all the misfortunes 
and financial ills of the individual. However, we have pursued 
this 1 | of opening our public domain to actual settlers, to 
homestead settlers, and why now, with the few remaining acres of 
land that is not highly desirable, should we change and require the 
settlers to pay $2.50 an acre? 

It will be impossible for the homestead settlers on these lands 
pe a their obligations to the United States; this fact is practi- 

y settled, They have not the means to do so, nor is it probable 
that they will be able to do so for many years to come, if ever; 
and the Government will be reduced to the necessity of expelling 
them from their homes, unless it shall see proper to pursue the 
policy that has been pursued in the past; and I know of no reason 
why it should not pursue that policy. Why should we, at this 
time in our national history, reverse the course that has been pur- 
sued by the Government r ting the opening and settlement of 
our public lands, and especially as the lands we are now offering 
to settlers are not equal in value or productiveness to those here- 
tofore given away? 

It is claimed in the minority report that the Government would 
lose several million dollars if these lands are not paid for by the 
settlers, but the settlers can not pay for them, and therefore the 
loss must take place, whether they are permitted to occupy them 
or are expelled from them. But what is the loss of four or five 
million dollars in comparison to the potential loss to be sustained 
by the Government by hundreds of thousands of people being 


716 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


JANUARY 12, 


driven from their homes and becoming . eal. pn on the balance of 


on these 
tizens can 


own li 


the nation, by being deprived of earning 
1 


comes from 3 habitation, however humble and unpreten- 
tious it may be, w 


are 3 of, and are essential to be rendered by, a people in 
Suppo: 


And looking at the question in this broad and comprehensive 
light, I distinctly assert that the United States can not afford to 
drive these people from their homes, and all this, sir, apart from 
any sentiment that may attach to the question. 

tt should be remembered that these lands are distant from mar- 
ket, and what little they produce is made very cheap and almost 
unsalable as a agers Foe py of that fact, but their products will 
sustain life; they feed the few animals they are able to raise, 
and af ter long and weary years of privation on the part of husband, 
wife, and children, a home may eventually be established and some 
of the comforts of life acquired. 

There are other hardships incident to pioneer life, of which many 
of us can speak from personal know: . There are diseases 
incident to new and undeveloped countries that must be subdued 
and overcome, as we subdue and overcome the physical difficul- 
ties. There are obstacles to be found in the absence of church 
school, and social privileges that must be overcome after years of 
perseverance and en . Cities, towns, and homes must be con- 
structed, churches and schools erected, after these citizens have 
taxed their property and their energin to the utmost. These are 
blessings that must be made by t , by economy, and by e A 
and they should be considered by the Senate in determi 
whether this bill shall become a law or not, I leave out of view 
the question of mere ‘‘cent per cent” in this matter, and assert 
that we can not afford to higgle, dicker, and deal, as hucksters 
would, respecting the disp on of public lands. These lands 
must either be settled by a courageous class of American men and 
women who are willing to undergo the hardships of pioneer life 
in the erection of homes and the founding of communities, or they 
must be turned back to the public domain to remain an unbroken 
wilderness, save as they may be used by cattle kings, who will 
pay nothing for their use. 

Under such circumstances there is little doubt in my mind as to 
the course that reason and humanity dictate we should pursue. 
And what, in the event these people are turned from their homes, 
as they must be, if this bill is defeated, will become of the 
slight improvements they have made upon their lands? All the 
money they had when they be their settlement was invested in 
their homes, in breaking out a portion of the land, in building 
stables, sheds, yards, and pastures, and in the construction of other 
improvements that can not be taken with them if they shall be 
expelled. These gr alae eee in many instances, are of more 
actual value than the lands themselves, What 
them? Are these poor and worthy pe to lose the money and 
labor they have invested in the lan y our action, through no 
fault of theirown? Is it not enough that the should be required 
to undergo the privations and incident to life in a new 
country without g forced to lose the money they have invested 
in the farms and improvements and the time they have uncom- 
plainingly devoted to the cultivation and building up of communi- 
ties in an attempt to subdue a new country, grow crops, and estab- 
lish commerce, and would not the benefit to be derived to the 
United States by the final conquering of this portion of our coun- 
try, and the ippon of some means that will make it productive, 
be a thousandfold greater than the mere pittance that would be 
received from 3 these people to pay for their homesteads, 
if the amount can ueezed ont of them, or be expelled from 
them in consequence of lack of ability to pay? 

Mr. President, there are no circumstances under which Congress 
can afford to deprive these people of their homes. We can not 
commit such injustice in the eyes of an intelligent and God-fear- 
ing people. The settlers should be given a complete title by occu- 
so 5 and cultivating the lands the requisite length of time under 
the provisions of the general homestead act. Open these lands to 
actual settlers, and through the honest toil and privation of a 
brave and generous race, pioneers’ homes will be built that will 
bless their owners, their posterity, and the Government that mag- 
nanimously gives them. 

The declarations of the different political parties de e 


80 
N e 8 4 — ofthem to 


will become of | stead 


deny that the ting of free homes has become an established 
de e the United States. Is this policy now to be reversed in 
the disposition of the semiarid lands of our country? The ſreason- 
g undying the granting of public lands in aid of works of 
internal improvement e with more force the granting of 
our lands to private individuals and to actual settlers. 

I piace my support of this measure on higher ground than hag 

et been stated. The United States possesses the power to give its 

nds to actual settlers, and as the right to 9 the earth and 
draw sustenance from the soil is as complete an ect in every 
individual as the right to enjoy the ht and air, and is as 
in ble and necessary, for that matter, to the maintenance 
of life, a wise and judicious policy, and the dictates of du 5 
mingling with the merciful and just, prompt the adoption of th 
course. The world has become altogether too sordid: and grasp- 
ing, and now that we have reached the reign of bankruptcy and 
suicide, logical ig rae of the financial policy recently adopted 
by the count lieve it is wise for us to pause and retrace our 
adic as speedily as possible and enter on an era of unqualified 
justice $ ; 

Mr. PLATT. I suggest that there is not a quorum present, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CARTER in the chair). The 
ape of a quorum being suggested, the Secretary will call the 


The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators an- 
swered to their names: 


Allen, Clark, Jones, Ark. Pugh, 
Cockrell, . 
Cullom, ride, 
Berry, Daniel, McMillan, Sewell, 
Blanchard, Davis, antle, Shoup, 
Brown, Faulkner, Stewart, 
Burrows, Frye, Murphy, Teller, 
Call, Gear, Nelson, 
Cannon, Gibson, ffer, 7 
Carter, eee Wal 
Chandler, wley, Pettigrew, Wetmore. 
Chilton, Hill, Platt, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Forty-seven Senators have an- 
swered to their names. A quorum is present. 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, this bill hardly seems to attract 
much interest, and yet it is a bill which proposes to surrender 
some $35,000,000 of money, according to the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, in part at least now due to the United States 
upon contracts which have already been made between the Gov- 
ernment and various individuals. It is due from the several indi- 
viduals in small amounts, varying from $160 or less, perhaps, to 
as much as $400 or even in amount. It is therefore a bill to 
bestow upon individuals these several sums of money which in 


the aggregate is very large. 
It would seem to require strong reasons, granting the rightful 
pect of Congress to do it at all, to justify its , and it is 
teresting to note what are the reasons pro for measure, 


So far as I have been able to discern by listening to the arguments 
of its friends, they are of a twofold character. One relates toa 
question of public policy. It is proposed to reverse, to repeal the 
laws which have been enacted d the last eight years in t 


to the disposition of certain parts of the public domain, and it is 
said that this ought to be done as a matter of sound public policy, 
that the people should recur in to the principles of the home- 


law and bestow these lands without money and without 
price upon them who have entered on the land for the e some 
of settlement and homes. The other reason is one 

simply on all fact. It is contended that the various persons 
who have e these contracts with the United States are too 
poor to enable them to peron their contracts. 

Now, a different method of consideration is required of these 
different reasons. The two ought not to be 8 If it is 
desired to reverse the policy which has been adopted cone ae 
last eight years, and to relinquish entirely the contracts which have 
been made with the United States under that policy, then neces- 
sarily it follows that the proposal of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs is a correct one, and that the policy should be extended to 
all cases of public land. But it seems to me worth while to con- 
sider with a little more care whether this policy ought to be 
reversed. 

The homestead law was a very different thing from the proposal 
which is now before the Senate, and the principles of the home- 
stead law as it was originally enacted do not support the propo- 
sition now urged for adoption. At the time when the homestead 
law was first proposed the people of this country did not number 
one-half so many as at present compose its population. The public 
lands of the United States were wild, remote from civilization, 
ies enor with roads or other means of easy communication, 
and the settler who was invited to experiment in the forests or 
upon the remote plains was challen to a life of privation and 
e different from that which exists in connection with 
the lands to which the pending bill relates. 

The homestead law was one of the measures which arose out of 
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the great contest between slavery and its opponents in this coun- 
try, and if we recur to the ents which were propose in 
support of that law we do not by any means find em the 
motives which really underlay the proposal of it at that time. 


The homestead law its origin in that body of men who were 
known as Free Soilers, and the contest was a contest on the one 
hand for the establishment of free States and was resisted lest 
there should come to be an undue proportion in the arrangement 
of the Federal Union between the States which were free and the 
States which maintained the institution of slavery. The argu- 
ment against the homestead law was at that time that it was 
unconstitutional, and the first homestead measure was vetoed by 
Mr. Buchanan on that 8 among others, and his veto was 
sustained in the Senate. Yet that homestead bill proposed a pay- 
ment of 25 cents acre by the homestead settler after he should 
have completed the term of years required to entitle him to the 
land. That price, the President said, was merely a nominal price, 
and hence in reality the question was whether the Congress of the 
United States the power under the Constitution to 
bestow upon individuals the public property of the Government. 

The homestead law was passed as an outcome of the great slav- 
ery controversy. It was in the first Congress which met 
after war was develo, tween sections of the country. But 
the principle upon which that law went was, as I have already 
said, very different from that now pro Then it invited 
the settler to enter upon lands which had no value except a pro- 

tive one, and in order that he should obtain the lands the set- 
er was required by his labor, as well as by that of others like 
him, in privation, in suffering, even in peril, to furnish a consid- 
eration moving from him to the Government quite equal to the 
value of the land he would obtain in the end, and, on the other 
hand, the Government derived, by the action of the settlers in 
building up communities where it possessed omy a wilderness, a 
consideration moving to the Government much exceeding the 
value of the lands which it bestowed. 

The conditions came to be very different by the year 1889. 
Indeed, some time before that period settlement extended 
over the area of the UnitedStates. There were many reservations 
of Indians which were of excellent land. The value of that land 
in the market had already become established as a present, not a 
prospective, value. On all sides of such reservations settlement 
existed; railroads had been built; many of the reservations were 
traversed by trunk lines of railroads; there wanted nothing but 
the mere opportunity to take them to realize at once an immediate 
and present value, generally far exceeding the price which was 
proposed by the United States, 

So Congress adopted a new policy, ually coming to it, as 
such things are usually done. the t place, Congress made 
such treaties as were made with the Osages in and with 
the Utes in Utah and Colorado. The Government undertook as 
trustee for the Indians to sell the lands to settlers at prices stipu- 
lated in the treaties and to receive into the Treasury of the Uni 
States the produce of such sales, and to hold it as a trust fund for 
the Indians. That was the case with the Osages; and by that ac- 
tion the Government of the United States, as the mediator between 
that tribe and settlers who wanted their lands, obtained for the 
Indians a vast sum of money, sufficient to make that people to-day 
the richest people on the face of the earth, every Indian of that 
tribe being entitled to receive in the interest annually paid by the 
Government upon the trust funds a sum of money almost i 
quite sufficient to support him; a family of that tribe, father and 
mother with three children, receiving annually about $800 in 
money from the Government, besides being possessed of an abun- 
dant farm, with house, and equipment of horse, wagon, and uten- 
sils for agriculture. ' 

If the policy of a free homestead is to prevail, why should not 
the settlers in Kansas who paid for those lands be reimbursed by 
the United States? : 

The next step in the mediation between tribes and settlers cov- 
etously seeking the lands of the Indians was for the United States 
to directly with the Indians to pay them a specific price; and, 
on the other hand, to sell the lands directly to the settler. Tha 
was the course pursued in Oklahoma in respect to Indian reser- 
8 and in Minnesota, in Oregon, Montana, and some other 

tates. 

The third policy was that 1 with reference to the Great 
Sioux Reservation. There the Government paid first a partial 
sum of money, $3,000,000, as an advancement on the price which 
the Indians should receive, and agreed that they should have all 
the residue over and above that sum which would result from the 
sales to settlers at prices stipulated, guaranteeing at least 50 cents 
per acre in ten years. 

Now, let us observe for a moment the operation of this new 
policy: Take the case, for example, of the Cherokee Outlet. 

ore the Indian title, such as it was, to the lands in that strip, 
embracing about 6,000,000 acres, was extinguished, there was 
settlement on the south of it, settlement on the north of it, on the 


not |. 


vernment superior 
the Five Civilized 
t strip was already 
The lands were de- 
scribed as being among the best lands of the United States; their 
fertility was uni y lauded; and for years men who knew all 
about the circumstances pressed in greas bodies to enter upon 
that property and enjoy it. The United States was obliged, in 
order to maintain its treaty with the Indians, to use its troops to 
me 175 * avidity of the settlers to take possession of that delec- 

After long negotiation, and after the application to those In- 
dians of something very like governmental duress, they yielded 
their desire to retain their Tapper and sold it to the United 
States, and the United States opened it to settlement upon condi- 
tion that a new system of 5 should take the p. of the 
former laws for mption and sale. The old preemption law 
was repealed. t law provided that any n who wished to 
buy the lands of the United States might by first settling upon 
the lands, cultivating and improving them, and building a home, 
become entitled to buy at the fixed price. The new preemption 
law, which was passed in pursuance of the polioy I have spoken 
of, was a wise one, calculated to be for the benetit of the honest 
settler. It gave; first, the right to buy those lands only to the 
genuine homesteader who should enter upon them, cultivate, and 
improve them, and reside there for five years. It thus gave that 
settler ac as against the speculator. It gave that settler an 
opportunity to earn the money to pay for the land by a culti- 
yation of it as his own for five years without the payment of 
local taxes. 

Mr. President, that was a erous preemption law. At the 
time when it was devised for the Cherokee Outlet those lands were 
estimated to be worth, and I suppose they were worth, on an aver- 
age, at least $5 per acre, perhaps $10, and in some instances more 
than $10 per acre; and yet it was proffered to the settler to choose 
his home of 160 acres, build his house, raise his crops, and at the 
end of five years of effort he had to accumulate on some of the 
lands only $160; on other lands, $240; on other tracts he would be 
required to accumulate as much as 8400. That was all that was 
asked of the settler, to save in five years’ time money to that 
amount, in order to purchase a farm of 160 acres. 

Mr. President, it seems to me that from every point of view that 
policy, instead of being repealed, ought to be maintained. Of 
course there may be a difference with respect to different tracts 
of land in different portions of the country. In some of the reser- 
vations, and I suppose that is true of the Great Sioux Reservation, 
there are lands of little value. Those the settlers for whose relief 
this bill is proposed did not select. They had the first pick of the 
land. The especial beneficiaries of this measure the first 
choice in every case of the lands upon which they were to enter, 
They exclu by their choice others who were as eager as they 
to obtain the lands and pay the price. More than that, sir, to pass 
this bill now for their benefit would bea injustice to poor 
men who at that time would have been glad to take those lands if 
they had had the opportunity open to them then to take them 
without price. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Will the Senator from Wisconsin allow 
me a moment? 

Mr. VILAS. Certainly. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. re are 8,000,000 acres of these lands still 
untaken by anyone in the United States to which those people can 

There are several million acresin Oklahoma also. They still 
ve an opportunity to take lands. 

Mr. PLATT. May J ask a re right there? 

Mr. VILAS. Let me remark with reference to the Great Sioux 
Reservation in the State of South Dakota (extending also, I believe. 
into Nebraska and North Dakota), there are doubtless many bad 
lands. They are known as such and so marked on the map, 


They, however, are paid for at the price of but 50 cents acre 
because of that fact. I sup there are very few lands in fertile 
Oklahoma which haye not already been taken. — 


Mr. PLATT. I wish to inquire whether it is not true with 
reference to the Great Sioux rvation that the lands which 
control the granng of that entire reservation have been entered 
upon under the law? 

Mr. . I suppose it is true; but I will ask the Senator 
from South Dakota if that is not the case? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Iwill answer the Senator by saying that 
there are still large areas of this reservation containing water. -I 
rs | Sa that is what the Senator refers to. 

r. PLATT. That is what I mean; whether there is water. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. There are still large areas of it open to 
settlement under the law, and any citizen of the United States 
who has not had a homestead right can go there and take it, 
There are ae of those claims. 

. VILAS. On the question of fact which is urged in support 
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of this measure I shall address some observations before I am 
through. I am speaking now generally of the question of policy, 
whether the United States should now reverse for the benefit of 
the settlers the policy which was devised originally for the benefit 
of their class, wisely devised for their benefit, as well as with jus- 
tice to the public, and by which they have succeeded in obtainin 
ion of the very best lands which the United States offe 

for sale out of this tract of 33,000,000 acres. 

Now, let us not confuse the question of fact with this question 
of policy. There lie in other parts of the United States still other 
Indian reservations which have not yet become the property of 
the United States except in its sovereign capacity. e proprie- 
tary title of the Indian there still remains in Indian ownership. 
Some of those lands are among the very best. In the State of 
Washington there are lands within one of the Indian reservations 
which I sup are worth on an average from $50 to $75 per acre. 
There are other lands within that Indian reservation (or were the 
last time my attention was attracted to it) which white men were 
striving to get, that were said to be worth very much more than 
that, even a thousand dollars per acre—lands within the reserva- 
tion lying near the city of Tacoma. 

In many of the United States there still remain Indian 
lands which undoubtedly will eventually come into the possession 
of white owners that are of a pee value far exceeding any 
price that was ever proposed to be c to thesettler. Are we 
to deny to the general public who will buy these lands of the In- 
dians the right to have the price which they shall be compelled to 
pivo repaid by the settlers upon whom the right of purchase shall 

bestowed, the Government being in truth only a mediator? 

ies of Signe pat by a homestead settler, I repeat, 

merous, and beneficent provision; fair to the whole 

nited States, and considerate and beneficial to those 
who will haye the advan of it. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to ask the Senator from Wisconsin 


a question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Wiscon- 

sin yield to the Senator from Nebraska? 
r. VILAS. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLEN. Does the Senator desire to reverse the policy of 
his party, declared no later than July last? The Bogie at that 
time, if the Senator will -permit me, expressed itself in favor of 
the pending bill. 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, there was almost nothing in the 

latform to which the Senator alludes which I do not consider 
Inimical to the welfare of see le of the United States. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Ishould to ask the Senator what plat- 
form he refers to? 

Mr. VILAS. I refer to the platform to which the Senator 
alludes. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I presume he alluded to the Republican 
platform, which I suppose the Senator from Wisconsin supported. 

Mr. VILAS. Oh, no, sir; the Senator from Wisconsin, if we 
are to be diverted for a moment into 

latform promulgated at 3 i there be any Sena- 
bor on this floor who can say that there is one word or line in it 
which is not based upon the sound, ancient faith of the Democratic 
party, I should like to hear him point it ont. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator, then, is opposed to a home- 
stead law at all, under any circumstances? He is opposed to the 
giving away of the public domain to anyone? ; 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, I am not called upon to enter into 
moot questions. The homestead law is a thing of the past. The 
homestead law has been 5 repealed. All of the lands 
which are of desirability to settlers to be taken under the home- 
stead law have nearly or quite been taken. The lands which were 
offered under the special acts of Congress to which the pending 
bill relates, and which the bill pro to repeal, were in one 

ct very different from those which were offered to settlers 
under the homestead law. They were lands which at the moment 
they were offered had a ter present value than was asked of 
the settler to be paid after he should occupy them for five years 
to earn the money. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the Senator from Wisconsin permit me to 
read a couple of lines from the Democratic platform? 

Mr. VILAS. The Senator from Nebraska can read anything he 
chooses from a Democratic platform, but if he is reading from 
the paca adopted at Chicago last summer as the Democratic 
platform, and reading it to me, I should prefer to ask his atten- 
tion to the Democratic platform adopted at Indianapolis; and if 
he finds anything there on this subject which requires me to aban- 
don the principles of the Constitution and in favor of bestowing 
this land upon settlers, I will yield to it. 

Mr. ALLEN. I read from the regular Democratic platform, I 


This new s 
is a most fair, 
people of the 


y politics, supported the 
and if 


do not read from the rump affair at Indianapolis: 
The Democratic party 
Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, I yield with pleasure to the Senator 


to read anything he chooses on the subject, but I can neither adopt 
it nor pursue it as obligatory on me. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin yield to the Senator from Nebraska? 

r. ALLEN. Of course I have no desire unnecessarily to inter- 
fere or interrupt the Senator at all, but he is making some state- 
ments that do not bear analysis. If the Senator will let me pass 
from this point, upon which he seems to be a little tender, I wish 


Mr. VILAS. Not the least; not the least tender. 

Mr. ALLEN. I wish to call the Senator's attention to an impor- 
tant fact in this discussion, and possibly he may throw some light 
ope it. From 1867 to 1896 this country, through the instrumen- 

8 of the Republican party and the Democratic party, of which 
the Senator from Wisconsin was then a loyal member, donated 
to homestead settlers 157,873,796 acres of the finest land in the 
world. Now, the Senator says that we have established a new 
pay, which he does not want to see reversed. I want to know 

om the Senator from Wisconsin if by charging the settlers $2.50 
an acre for these semiarid lands that have practically no value 
except for grazing purposes he is not inclined to abandon tho 
tenets of the Democratic party and establish a new policy? 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, I again wish to challenge the Sena- 
tor’s attention to the fact that he is confusing two things in his 
question. He is insisting upon the question of fact as being al- 
ready settled in his favor that these are semiarid lands of no value. 
Thus he is throwing the question of value into consideration at 
this moment. Iam not dealing with the question of the value of 
pomena lands. Ishall haye something to say on that subjecta 

ttle later on. Iam dealing with the question of what should 
be the policy of the United States with reference to such Indian 
reservations as we have sold under the several acts to which this 
bill relates, and such other Indian reservations as the United 
States still owns, which are of t value, worth much more in 
. immediate present market price than the price asked of the 
settlers. > 

Mr. ALLEN. But does the Senator pretend to claim that the 
Government of the United States now owns as proprietor, or that 
the Indians own, any lands which are equivalent in fertility and 
yalue to the lands along the Missouri and Mississippi basins which 
were given away under the general homestead ace 

. VILAS. I think there are Indian tribes—— 

Mr. ALLEN. There mey be exceptions. 

Mr. VILAS. Which still own lands as good, perhaps, as any 
which have been relinquished; not a very great amount, perhaps, 
for we have been very rapidly extinguishing the Indian title. 

Mr. ALLEN, But what I want to call the attention of the Sen- 
ator to—and I hope he will not think I am unnecessarily captious 
in interrupting him—— 

Mr. VILAS. Not at all. 

Mr. ALLEN. Is the fact that these lands, as a whole, 90 per 
cent of them in round num in consequence of the climate 
where they are located, in consequence of the lack of precipita- 
tion in winter and in summer, are arid lands, as a rule, not fit for 
farming p ; and are altogether inferior, I should say by 50 
per cent, if not more, to the 157,000,000 acres that have been given 
away under the general homestead law. : 

Mr. VILAS, The Senator is again dealing with the second 
branch of this argument, which is a pure question of fact, and not 
with the question of policy as to how the Government shall dis- 
pose of valuable Indian reservations. I am going to deal with 
the question of fact presently. 

The lands in the Cherokee Outlet were, at the timeit was opened 
for settlement, held to be worth 5 twice as much as was 
asked per acre of any settler. The Cherokee Outlet was landed 
by Senators who wanted to obtain epee of it for settlers as 
among the very finest, most delectable, and fertile lands in this 
9 

Mr. LEN. Has not the Senator visited the Cherokee 3 

Mr. VILAS. No, sir. Iam taking all my information in respec 
to it from credible testimony, and I s presently discuss the 
question of the value of the land. 

Mr. ALLEN, Will the Senator permit me to interrupt him for 
just a moment to make a suggestion? 

Mr. VILAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator has not, he says, been to the Chero- 
kee Strip. Should he ever go there he would find this to be true, 
that the soil itself is a fertile soil; there is no doubt about that; 
but, aside from the little valleys along the creeks and rivers, which 
are not very numerous, the lands are high, arid plains, upon 
which the precipitation is not sufficient at any season of the year 
to do more than start the grasses in the spring, So far as their 
being producta three seasons out of four the Senator might just 
as well locate a farm near the Eyra of Egypt. Yet if you can 
get water enough upon them, they become as fertile lands as you 
‘would want to see. 
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Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to say that there are twenty 
one counties in western Kansas, lying right alongside of the Chero- 
kee Outlet, of which the Senator from Wisconsin is speaking, which 
had a population in 1887 of 101,000, Sixty thousand of them have 
moved away since that time and abandoned the lands to the peo- 
ple who held mortgages upon them, because of the fact that the 
rainfall was so light that they could not make a living upon the 
land, which, as I have said, adjoins this territory. 

Mr. VILAS. I have heard that fact stated several times in the 
course of the debate, and I do not care particularly to challenge it; 
but I suspect there were a good many other reasons which have 
caused the population of that portion of Kansas to leave, if we 
were to inquire particularly into it. Political reasons have had 
their effect upon the prosperity of that State. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. If the Senator will allow me, the popula- 
tion of the eastern part of the State of Kansas has increased 18,000 
during the past year, while the western part, comprising these 
twenty-one counties, lost 21,000. So, instead of leaving the State 
when they could not make a living on this arid land, they pre- 
ferred to make a living in another part of the State instead of 
moving to Wisconsin, 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator from Wisconsin does not pretend 
that those people went over to Illinois and Ohio and voted the 
Republican ticket last fall, does he? 

Mr. VIL. The Senator from Wisconsin makes no pretense 
on the subject. He is perfectly satisfied with the intelligence 
which was manifested by the vote of the people of his own State, 
and challenges no other State in the Union. I am not debating 
political matters. The Senator from South Dakota is not refer- 
ring to the land to which this bill relates when he turns aside to 
discuss the question of the lands in Kansas. 

Mr. ALLEN. Do I understand the Senator from Wisconsin to 
state that he fully 1 of the State of Wisconsin going Re- 
publican last fall? He seems to think it was an intelligent act. 

Mr. VILAS. I most cordially approve of the decision of the 
people of the State of Wisconsin, by which a majority of nearly 
110,000 in a voting popnlarion of about 425,000 was cast against a 
policy which, if it had been adopted, would, in my opinion, have 
worked great trouble and woe to the people of the United States. 

Mr. ALLEN, Then the Senator approves of McKinley carry- 
ing that State and its vote being cast for McKinley’s election? 

Kir. VILAS. I do not intend to pursue a mere political contro- 
versy and indulge in partisan qipa, I am discussing a measure 
of great public consequence to the people of the United States. 

Mr. ALLEN. I understand, then, the Senator approves of dis- 
loyalty to his own party? 

Mr. VILAS. I do most assuredly approve what I did. There 
is nothing about it which was done under cover, no step taken 
‘without careful reflection, and no act of mine in reference to the 
political affairs of the last year with which my conscience re- 
proaches me in any way. X 

Mr. ALLEN. Thatis the same plea which Wat Tyler made a 
number of years ago. 

Mr. VILAS. Mr. President, there may have been the same plea 
made by other men, perhaps during this year, who were no better 
than the person to whom the Senator alludes; but we have no 
occasion for that sort of discussion here. In the political affairs 
of the country I did my duty as I understood it; and I again say 
that if, in the declaration of principles which was enunciated at 
Indianapolis, there be any Democrat who can find one line or word 
that is not bottomed and founded on the ancient principles of that 
party, I shall be glad to hear what it is. 

Mr. President, let us return to the subject that we have under 
discussion. I have no desire to engage in the Senate in the badi- 
nage of politics. We have an important measure here proposed 
for adoption. I say that the policy which the Congress of the 
United States has adopted for the last eight years is a sound and 
right policy, just to the whole people, fair to the settlers, enabling 
them to obtain good lands, with a right of preemption so guarded 
in the circumstances which attend it as to secure its exercise by 
genuine and honest settlers, and to afford fair opportunity to earn 
upon the land the cost of it. 

Now let us look to the other reason for a moment which is 
urged for this measure. It is said that these lands are semiarid, 
the semi“ being thrown in to apologize for classifying them as 
arid, I suppose. They have always been reckoned among the 
most fertile lands, and the Senator from Nebraska, who, I judge, 
has been there, could not hesitate in his acknowledgment that 
they are fertile lands. When these settlers went there they were 
supplied with railroads, while settlements and civilization em- 
braced them on every hand. The lands were easy to develop. It 
was a simple thing to effect settlement there. Neither privation 
nor suffering nor remoteness from civilization was imposed upon 
those settlers. Sir, are they arid or are they semiarid? That is a 
question of fact. If we are to bestow these lands upon the home- 
steaders who haye entered into contract with the Government to 


pay the $2.50 in some instances for the best land, and $1.50 for 
other land, and $1 only for still other land—if we are to repeal 
the laws under which they made their bargains because the lands 
are poor, worthless in value—ought we not to have proof of it 
furnished to us? If this bill is to be passed on a basis of fact, 
ought there not to be some inquiry into the truth of the assertions? 

Is this Senate to assume that every acre of the 33,000,000 acres, 
some in Oklahoma, some in Minnesota, some in North Dakota, 
some in South Dakota, some in Montana, in Idaho, in Oregon, in 
Nebraska, that 9 throughout the public domain all 
these lands that the United States offered for homestead preemp- 
tion for a price, and which the settlers rushed on with such 
avidity to seize that they swept over the land like an army of 
occupation—is the Senate to assume that all these lands are worth- 
less because somebody chooses to baptize them with the name of 
“semiarid”? Are we to yield perhaps $20,000,000 already con- 
tracted to be paid, $35,000,000 in the aggregate amount which 
Congress has justly expected to receive, and which the lands are 
worth upon the terms proposed—are we to yield that upon an 
assertion of fact, without a particle of evidence being produced to 
justify it, without discrimination between one body of those lands 
and another? I think the proposition a most extraordinary one. 

What is the evidence on the subject? The Senator from Con- 


| necticut [Mr. PLATT] produced one piece of evidence to which 


we ought at least give some heed, the report of the governor of 
Oklahoma, made only during last summer, in which he does not 
intimate a particle of difficulty with the productiveness of those 
farming lands. On the contrary, in that report he sets forth the 
fact that they are especially productive of cotton and various other 
articles mentioned in the report, from which the farmers, he says, 
are deriving good returns in money. Who is it that gainsays this 
report of the governor of Oklahoma? Upon what testimony are 
we to surrender $15,000,000 due to us for purchases of land in 
Oklahoma? Not a word or scintilla of evidence is proffered to 
support assertions directly contrary to this report and to all that 
has heretofore been heard of these lands in Congress. 

If that land is of the character which Senators would seem to 
0 the idea that it possesses, we had better, if we are to 
this bill, pass also another to repeal some of the measures which 
were taken at the last session of this body to secure possession of 
the remainder of the Indian Territory. 

Think of it, sir! It is said here, or we are asked to believe here, 
that those lands are so poor that upon 160 acres the settler can 
not in five years save $160 to pay the price to the United States 
at which he was so eager to buy the land five years before; that 
he can not upon 160 acres of other Jands, which were valued much 
higher and supposed to be worth $10 or even more per acre, in five 
a pay $400. If that is the character of the land in Oklahoma, 

et us proceed further with our work, and repeal the laws which 

we have been passing to break down the rights of the Five Civil- 
ized Tribes; let us recall the Dawes Commission, which is there 
now insisting upon some measures being taken by those govern- 
ments to yield up the rights of the Indians solemnly guaranteed 
to them by the United States forever. 

If the report of the governor of Oklahoma is not true, if these 
lands are indeed so poor and miserable that an honest settler on 
them can not in five years save $1 per acre with which to pay the 
United States the price he promised to pay, I think if would be 
better that he should leave, better that we should not try to main- 
tain him there in ponpa m and suffering; far better that the 
land should go back again to the Indian tribes who enjoyed a gov- 
ernment of their own under which they had Toras. to a very 
notable degree in civilization. If this be the true character of 
those lands, let us recall our Dawes Commission; let us repeal 
those laws by which we have put a tremendous duress upon those 
Indians in defiance of the treaty rights which were guaranteed to 
them; let us lower the legal bludgeon raised against them and 
maintain at least the good faith of the United States by leaving to 
them the occupancy and enjoyment of what this . 
promised should be theirs forever. g 

Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator permit me to make a suggestion 
at that point? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin yield to the Senator from Connecticut? : 

r. VILAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PLATT. In the Indian appropriation bill that has been 
reported in the other branch of Congress is a provision to pay 
$2,000,000 to the Kiowa, Commanche, and Apache Indians to 
extinguish their title to the same character of land. 

Mr. VILAS. If there had been produced a particle of testi- 
mony to support the accusation against the nature of the Terri- 
tory of Oklahoma, we might spend some little time in debating it, 
but I again put the question, Is the Senate to yield this vast sum 
of money, destroy all those contracts, repeal its policy, because 


somebody urges simply a statement of fact upon us without evi- 


dence? we are to proceed upon the conditions of soil, upon the 
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conditions of the settlers in different parts of the various page 
where these 88,000,000 acres lie, let us send out a commission 
inquiry, let us know what the truth is. 

ith what justice shall we release to some and keep the mon 
which others have paid? Are we to assume that the same condi- 
tion exists throughout the Territory of Oklahoma and thence to 
the State of Washington, throughout all these different bodies of 
land to which this bill relates? There may be special instances— 
Iremember a statement made on the floor by the Senator from 
Montana who now occupies the chair [Mr. CARTERI there may 
be particular instances, such as were spoken of with reference to 
the Crow Reservation, where some relief may be due by reason of 
facts applicable to such cases. Let us distinguish those cases by 
fair inquiry, and not pass a sweeping law of such injustice in its 
general nature as this. 

I noted the reasons—a third class of reasons—given by the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota [Mr. NELSON] this afternoon. He appeals 
to his political brethren who believe, as I do not, that it is lawful 
for the Congress of the United States to bestow bounties under 
the tariff law, either directly in money, as was done to the sugar 

lanters, or indirectly in other sums still more enormous, as is 

one every day by the operation of the tariff laws, to manufactur- 
ers—to give the settlers a share, and on that basis it may be ana 
peal can be made to share this plunder of the public; upon that Das 
it may well perhaps be claimed by Senators who are willing to 
support the tariff iniquities perpetrated upon the people of this 
that these Government debtors ought to participate in 
the division of the spoil which the “‘ confederacy of rapine” secures 
from the United States. Why, then, do we not also provide for 
irrigating those lands at the mse of the Government? Why 
not supply these poor homestead settlers with the water at public 
cost, which shall make these fertile lands blossom with the riches 
of productiveness? 

Mr. President, it may be qnite useless to mention another con- 
sideration, for Iam perhaps in the class the Senator from Con- 
necticut rates himself as ibly Delonping t that of old fogies. 
Iam still one of those who believe that the Constitution of the 
United States im upon legislators in this body an obligation 
to observe the principles upon which it is based. I still believe 
that the Constitution of the United States gives this body no right 
to enact a law unless you can find within its terms the distinct 
and direct authority to enact it, or a just and rightful implication 
from somè power given. 

I understand this Government to be one of delegated powers, 
and I know of no line of the Constitution which warrants this 
body in bestowing the Babbe moneys gratuitously upon any class 
of persons whatever. If this bill is to be enacted, then in justice 
to those who have paid for their lands under similar legislation it 
would be incumbent on Congress to take from the Tr the 
money they paid in there and restore it to them from whom it has 
been taken. What difference can you draw between eee, 
a promise to pay by a debtor of the United States, made upon suf- 
ficient consideration, which he is able to keep and ought to roep 
by every reason which enters into the obligation of contracts, an 
taking the money directly from the Treasury? It can be done by 
no authority which the Constitution of the United States has 
ar egies ars beginning of th t, the original 

said, sir, in the g of the argument, the origin: 

homestead law was challenged for that reason. The Democratic 

arty withstood the enactment of the homestead law upon that 
N a President of the United States vetoed the bill be- 
cause it was unconstitutional, and yet we are seeking here to find 
a power not to invite settlers upon a wild domain in order to build 
up States—we are seeking to find a power which shall authorize us 
to surrender moneys promised to be paid upon a fair contract for 
a fair and just consideration, and in respect of which no sort of 
complaint is or can be made, except a general assertion that they 
are poor and do not want to pay. 

Mr. President, I leave the question there, having said more 
than I intended when I took the floor. 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, before the pending bill is dis- 
posed of I wish to offer a suggestion or two. In the first place, 
these people and their friends in Congress are not asking alms at 
the hands of the Government of the United States. They are not 
asking a donation of money. They are not asking an appropria- 
tion of money from the Treasury of the country. ey aresimply 
asking that they may be permitted to enjoy the benefits of the 
homestead law. The object of that law was to procure and to 
secure homes for the people, The battle cry of the young Repub- 
licans thirty-six years ago last fall was Lands for the landless 
and homes for the homeless.” The theory of American govern- 
ment, the philosophy of American society, is that where the people 
have homes of their own they are bound tothe soil by ties of own- 
ership, which breeds loyalty, tuates patriotism, and will con- 
tinue the Republic down through the ages to come. The philoso- 
phy of our whole social pon the homes of the 
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people. The homes are the nurseries o the 
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where the most sacred relations of life are formed. Thereis where 
republicanism is taught in its infancy and in its purity, and there 
is where the principles of republican and popular institutions are 


first taught to the 3 citize . ; 
Mr. President, people who are 1 they may be 
relieved from the payment of debts which they find hanes: 


unable to pay have not done so until they discovered their utter 
inability to complete those payments. en a debtor is unable 
to meet his pec obligations, courts are called to the assist- 
ance of the creditor; the laws and the machinery of the courts are 
Se into action; the pars rty of the debtor is seized, and he may 

destroyed, he and his family may be turned out of their home 
that the creditor may be saved. So it would be in this case. If 
these people, being unable to pay the obligations which have been 
imposed upon them by Congress, remain unable to pay, the Gov- 
ernment would simply have to remove them. That would be all. 
The Government would save nothing; it would make nothing, 
but a pues of the best people in the world would be turned out 
of their homes and no good accomplished in any direction. 

Now, our attention has been called by the Senator from Connec- 
ticut . PLATT] and also by the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. 
ViLas]}, who has just left the floor, to the message of the governor 
of Oklahoma, who speaks in very high terms of the Territory and 


its natural resources. Men who have been long resident in the 


Western country understand the force of messages of that charac- 
ter. The people of Oklahoma are now in the advertising stage, if 
I sig Mo that expression. We have all passed through a fever of 
that d, and if a governor can be found in a new State or even 
in an old State anywhere who would not defend his State and put 
its best possible condition forward and conceal the worst ones, he 
would not be elected to office a second time, certainly. 

In the earlier stages of the Oklahoma excitement that Territo: 
was pictured to the world as a sort of second-hand Eden. So it 
was in Nebraska, so it was in Kansas, soit was in Montana, so it 
was in Idaho, and in all the new States. I remember that in the 
earlier history of Kansas our State board of ture published 
a large volume every year in which maps of our counties were 
given; the county seats were located; the townships and principal 
towns and the railroads and streams were all given on beautifully 
colored maps. Those works were almost wholly, I might say 
wholly, for 3 purposes. The railway companies came 
to our assistance and spread broadcast advertising literature 
throughout all the nations of the world from which it would be 
likely ise emigrants would come tous. In the last report, recentl 
published, I discover rey much tothe credit of the secretary an 
the board, that the policy as been changed, and the secretary takes 
occasion in the opening to call attention to the fact that he is 
now proceeding to look after the interests of agriculture and not 
so much to advertising. The plain truth is known concerning the 
Western country to all of us who are resident there. Weare bet- 
ter able, because of our knowledge, to speak advisedly about these 
matters than are persons who are not familiar with them. 

Now, it is charged that it is paternalism to relieve those people 
of their indebtedness, and yet we have time and time again donated 
lands by the thousands and hundreds of thousands and by the 
millions of acres to railway companies, ostensibly for the purpose 
of operating as pioneers to open settlement, to direct the course 
of population to these newer regions. We paid them for doing it. 
Six years ago we passed a law providing for the payment of boun- 
ties to such of our citizens as would engage in the manufacture of 
sugar. Our object in that instance was to establish the ind S 
We proposed to pay for it. So, in the laying out of railways into 
the new Territories, we were paying the companies to do the work. 
We gave nearly 28,000,000 acres of land—more than twice as much 
h iero 60 in the . 1 Kantino the Lea Pacific 

mpany alone, for the purpose of paying the com 

to build a railway across the country. cared 
We made appropriations, I have forgotten now the number, but 
al number, in the earlier history of the Republic for the open- 
ing and the construction of national roads from the city of Wash- 
ington. Roads were projected to Maine, one to Buffalo, and an- 
other one through Wheeling and Cincinnati and through various 
towns in Ohio to St. Louis and on west. There were two others 
to the southwest, diverging somewhere about Louisville or 
Nashville, one going farther south and the other one farther west. 
I have gone through the record, but I do not now recall the num- 
ber of appropriations or the exact amount of money set apart, 
but there were a great many of them. 

So it has been in our manufacturing industries. We have de- 
voted large sums of money by way of protective tariffs to encour- 
age our national industries. One of the first acts, indeed I believe 
it was the first general act approved by the first President of iy 
United States, was a tariff act “to protect and encourage domestié 
5 a s 1 arin 

e Senator from Wisconsin argued, and it was 3 
by the Sonator fr Copnertons, that if this poli 75 now to 
the pending ill is to become a law, therefore, in justice 
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to the citizens who have in the past paid for lands, the Govern- 


ment should refund the amount of money they have paid. Mr. 
President, a phil hy of that kind would overturn the structure 
of Government. hen a court reverses its decision, is there any 
law, is there any custom, is there any rule, either of law or prac- 
tice, by which persons who have in the past time lost property, 
character, or reputation by reason of the decisions of courts that 
are now reversed are reimbursed or by which their property is 
restored? The idea is utterly impracticable. In the march of 

rogress there are constantly wrecks of fortune and of property 
fett in the way. We can not account for those things. It woul 
bo a recoupment that would destroy every government under 
heaven, way from the grain cradle to combined mower 
and reaper has been one of loss. The way from the wheelbarrow 
to the railway car has been one of loss and destruction, but we 
can not sto take account of those things and to make good the 
losses which have occurred as society is moving forward. 

It is charged that this is paternalism, that we are estab 
a system by which when men become troubled in their finan 
affairs they may appeal to the Government, which will take them 
in its gentle arms and care for them in the future as the shepherd 
does his lambs. That is not the theory of this bill, Mr. dent. 
Government is paternalism. Government ought to be paternal- 
ism. It is made for the p of 3 care of the interests of 
the people. Shall we abolish our splendid postal system because 
it is paternalistic in its character? Shall we give out the carry- 
ing of our mails by private contracts? If you go up and down our 
broad streets you will see daily and hourly a two-horse n, 
nicely arranged, with two or three men on the inside of the 
. mail as they go up and down the street. It stops at 
the boxes along the principal streets of the city, the men gather the 
mail, and then distribute it for the proper points of destination. 
That is the hand of the Government operating in the 1 
hiser for their interest. That ispaternalism. Are we to abol- 
i t 
You may go into any State of the Union, you may go to the 

statutes of any of our States, you may go to the ordinances of our 
cities, and you will find that the individual conduct of the citi- 
zens, the personal habits of the le as to their buildings, and in 
many instances as to their clothing, and as to their modes of liy- 
ing, are regulated. Those things are necessary in the structure of 
society, in the maintenance of order, in the enforcement of disci- 
pline, in the preservation of health. All those things are natural 
in their order, and yet when people come to the Government and 


ask for relief it is called pate } 

Look at our own records here. cay: bid Seed pension bills in large 
numbers are passed, and I dare say more than 25 per cent of 
the bills that are read from the Clerk’s desk are ion cases. Is 
it paternalism that this good-hearted people should take care of 
the needy ones? Are yor, going o destroy the ple? Are you 
going to slaughter the as they come into the world, so 
that we shall not be expected to care for them in time of need? 

I believe that men and women have a right to the soil. I be- 
lieve they have a right to live where they were born. I believe 
that men and women have just as much right to the soil as they 
have to the sunlight and water and to the air they breathe. These 
are God’s bounties given to men for our use and enjoyment. If 
this be paternalism, what-will the Senator from Massachusetts 
8 think about it when he calls up the C 

ing the last two or three days he has been urging the Senate 
to take up that bill for consideration. There are people by the 
thousands and hundreds of thousands all over the country who 
have become embarrassed and unfortunate in their business, un- 
able to pay their debts, and now they appeal to the same Govern- 
ment that the peuple in Oklahoma are appealing to. They do not 
ask for a donation; they do not ask that the Government 
reach its hand into the 8 and pour money into the laps of 
the unfortunate, but simply that they may be relieved from their 
debt burdens, that the great heart of a mighty people, feeling out 
through its arms of power, will take up these ortunate ones 
and set them on their feet again. That is all that is asked for by 
the pending bill. 
e Senator from Wisconsin says that the homestead law is 
5 repealed by our recent course of legislation and con- 
uct. If that be true, it is time that we retrace our a and get 
back again to the principle of the homestead law—lands for the 
landless and homes for the homeless. 

Attention is called from different directions to Kansas settlers 
and the Senator from Wisconsin in his eloquent address reminded 
the Senate that a great many citizens of Kansas are now living 
upon lands that were in the beginning Indian lands. Thatis true; 
and no one there is asking to be relieved. No onein Kansas has 
ever asked to be relieved in that respect. The only requests that 
have ever come to Congress from the people of Kansas for relief 
were of the same character as those that came from Nebraska, 
that came from Colorado, that came from the settlers on public 
lands everywhere in the great West and the Northwest—that 
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when misfortunes and drought or other unavoidable misfortunes! 
came in the pathway of the settler, the time for payment on lands 
might be extended; and it has been done time and time again, 
That is all they have ever asked. 

But, Mr. President, there are two classes of lands in all that 
magnificent region in the midst of which Kansas happens to bo 
located. The eastern portion of that country from the north to 
the south has more regular seasons and greater rainfall than the 
western section. A record has been kept by the officers of our 
State University in Kansas for a number of years, running back 
more than 1 if I remember it correctly, and the aver- 

ə rainfall in the eastern one-third of our State has been about 

inches, or 8 feet, to the year, an abundance of rainfall; whereas 
in the southwestern portion of our State near the western border, 
at Fort Dodge, where the Government has been keeping records} 
for many years, it ap that the average rainfall is about 10 
inches to the year, and from that to 15 inches. 

If that quantity of rain would fall upon the soil at just such, 
times as the farmer most needs it, it would be enough to mature 
all the crops that grow well in that region of the country. But 
the rains do not come just at the times when the farmers m 
need them. It is for that reason that agriculture in the western 
portion of our State and the western portion of Nebraska and all 
that region north and south is more or less 3 and we 
have found in our experience that farming an iculture in gen- 
eral in the western portion of the State has not m in the main 
profitable. But where men with large means were able to t 
cure water from under the surface by pumping it, or where the 
were able to draw water from the streams an cery it through, 
irrigating ditches onto their farms, they have uniformly been 
prosperous. I have never seen better crops of any kind, and espe- 
cially of fruit and vegetables, than are grown in the semiarid 
regions of Kansas under irrigating ditches. I have seen 

ens—the gardens of women who were keeping boarding houses 

villages—that were as oases in the desert, while the prairies 

around were gray and brown and sere; and in the hot simmer- 
ose 


ing sunshine were green with vegetation, made so 
by reason of an abundance of water brought from under th 

surface by pumping. So it is that large num of people in all, 
that d on have found it n , in order to save 


themselves and their families, to move away in times of trouble 
and to go to other places. 

Inthe earlier 3 of Kansas settlement nearly all of the Indian 
lands that were p from the Indians were paid for at tho, 
time of purchase either by money belonging to the purchaser as 
his own or by money borrowed from others. It was common at 
that time, as it has been in every one of the newer States, for loan 
agencies to be established in all of the country. You might 
go into a town of 200 or 300 people, and among the business signs 
you would see quite as numerously as any others those of the loan 
agents—‘‘ money loaned,” bonds bought and sold,” “ mortgages, 
negotiated,” etc. There was a mortgage period throughout all 
that Western region, and during that time the lending of money 
was a renee business. Men came from the East and from the 
South and from the Northeast, andsome of our own citizens became 
agents for Eastern money lenders and started up in business, — 
ing People to borrow money. All of those lands, I say, or nearly 
all of them, were paid for in one way or another; but you have 
never yet found a citizen of Kansas coming to Congress asking for, 
relief 115 any of that class of burdens, and, Mr. President, you 
never ~ 

These homestead settlers in Oklahoma did not go there in the 


condition in which our settlers came to us. Our Kansas 
settlers were nearly all well-to-do people. They either had ee 
of their own or the: 


were energetic, enterprising people and — 
rowed money. But the homestead settlers in Oklahoma went, 
there poor. They were poor when they crossed the border. They 
were poor when they lay along the line for weeks and months 
waiting for the hand of the clock to point to the hour of 12 on a 
certain day when they 8 55 rush across the line and procure) 
homes. ter having settled upon the lands, and finding that by 
reason of climatic conditions they are unable to raise monty enoug 
to meet the payments to the Government when they are due, and 
at the same time to maintain their own families and to meet the! 
demands that are made upon them by reason of the social sur- 
roundings, they come to Congress, and honestly, not in a spirit of 
suppliance, not as beggars, ask to be relieved, exactly the same a8) 
men who are unfortunate in other lines of business come and ask 
to be relieved through bankruptcy laws. 
When I plead the cause of these people I do it not asa sup- 
liant. I ask it as an act of justice due these people. 14 5 
he pending bill is not p and the people are compelle 
leave their homes. Who will be the gainer? The people who are 
now there are acclimated. They know what they can do, and by 
perseverance, energy, and a little act of justice upon the part of 
the Government they will yet improve their lands, saye their 
homes, and become good citizens of the Republic. 


722 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


JANUARY 12, 


When it was suggested by the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. 
3 that a large number of the present residents of Okla- 

ma and upon this 8 portion of territory had gone there 
from the State of , the Senator from Wisconsin, in the 
goodness of his heart, expressed the thought that possibly political 
considerations had something to do with that fact. I t very 
much that the Senator did not proceed to explain what he meant 
by political considerations; how he meant to apply his thought. 

ether it was that men regarded the going into the Territory as 

a political movement for their political preferment, I do not know. 
I rather think, however, that the Senator's thought was i 
along the lines that were preached to us during the last year; tha 
is, that the people of Kansas had become infatuated with a sort of 
political mania, with a view of revolutionizing the State govern- 
ment and the National Government and throwing themselves 
upon the country by repudiating their debts. 

Now, in that connection and in answer to that charge, I wish to 
have something inserted in the RECORD. If the Senate will not 
object, Lask that the Secretary may read it. It is a printed letter 
by Mr. P. I. Bonebrake, one of the most icùous citizens of 

nsas. He is president of the Central National Bank, of Topeka. 
He was for eight years clerk of Shawnee County, in which the 
capital is situated. He was four years or more auditor 
of the State, and he is to-day one of our most respected citizens. 
While this nonsense was going on about the repudiators of Kansas 

d what would take po when the new Populist administra- 
fion came into power, Mr. Bonebrake wrote this letter, which I 
ask may be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read as 


requested. 
"No, 


r. PEFFER. Before the Secretary reads, I am asked 
Senator on my right whether Mr. Bonebrake is a Populist. 
Mr. President, he is a radical Republican of the old-fashioned 
abolition stamp. 


The Secretary read as follows: 
The following is a y of the letter sent by P. I. Bonebrake, president of 
mal to Governor Woodbury, of Vermont, 9 to 


affairs: 
“At the request of e Mr. E. B. Merriam, I submit to you a few 
„I know 


know that Eastern parties who have invest- 


not all cranks nor re naem nor has Kansas ‘gone to the 
an 


ushels of wheat, 267,000,000 of corn, more beef and pork than any State in the 
nion, while T Ce: vegetables, and fruit bave ke there- 
th. We still have 9,025.6 miles of ra in th $35, 023.23 of 


schoolhouses, valued at 
10,999,081, wi university, normal school, agricultural college, tutions 
r the blind, deaf and dumb, insane, 5 reform ool, Soldiers’ 
Sonne: soldiers’ 95. — home, and State capital, all costing $8,826,025, without 
the rom thisit will be seen that the State can and will continue 


“Tt is undoubtedly true that the result of the election will — sto T- 
his m or n 


tors. In fact, jt could not 
ed their education east of 


to have voted the Democratic-Populist ticket, then Kan- 
‘ord to invite a comparison with her sister States of Illinois, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York, in all of which many 
kind were cast in Kansas. 
Not lon: im the city of Chi 
6 riy while the governor and 200,000 business men stood idl 
t 6 work of destruction to continue until g squad of Uni States troops 
and reed the rioters. Kansas bad the same experience some years 
when the governor quietly p paoa the State troops on the ground, and 


thout loss of life order reign 

“A prominent New York charges Kansas with Gilera Ta seod onl 
e fle! pro: 
flag ed 


parison. 
life and prop- 
Sy and allowed 


T 
recall the fact that in 1861- Kansas sent more men into 
ion to population than any State in the Union, and if the was 
y she would do the same thin 
It is true that the ‘silver craze 
tion must be allowed to our people, who up to a few 


ye 1 rA that they — — 

Kinley, Ingalls, and the Republican generally, when the issued four 

8 and sixty-six millions of fiat silver between 1873 and June 30, 1890. 
e 


no paons seemed to think that if a half a billion of silver was a good t 7 
a 5 was better. They were mistaken, as were the eminent gentlemen 

nam 
“I condemn the hue and of some of our le who are continuall 
‘all mon bug East- 


bugs," ete. oe it was 
7 hat gave us our marvelous development. bt tI also denounce the 
statement that our popie are 1 thiev: 8 and anarchists. 
te affairs are in the hands of the Democratic-Populisb 
party: but we are best 
terests of the State. down.’ 


to trust them until they prove false to the 
they do that, they will be quickly ‘turned 


thy 
„intelligence, loyalty, 


ed, I al 
A STE EE ay ick 
k your inv en as me our friend, the 
as secure as a bond of the State of Vermont. bre 3 
10 tr uly, 


P. I. BONEBRAKE.” - 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator from Kansas, if he 
Will allow me, whether that statement of the wealth and resources 
of the State is, in his judgment, substantially correct? 

Mr. PEFFER. I think it is, sir. The writer is one of the most 
careful, pai ing citizens we have. 

Br H 8 Then it i Se isit 5 — Kenai is one of the 
most remar e examples of the rapid and great prosperity of an 
agricultural ulation that exists in buman history?. pa 

Mr. PE . Thestatement of the writer is to the same effect 
that any similar statement would be in a general way. He gives 
the figures of our population; he gives the figures of our produc- 
tion, as to our railways, and our agricultural production; he refers 
to one year when we produced upward of 70,000,000 bushels of 
wheat; to another year when we produced in the neighborhood of 
250,000,000 bushels of corn; he 3 of our live s That is a 
statement embracing the whole State of Kansas. 

ow, I was rng a moment ago, and it is 
. HOAR. the Senator from Kansas allow me? 

Mr. PEFFER. Pardon me a moment. If the Senator will read 
it carefully, when he sees the letter in the RECORD, he will dis- 
cover that there was a time in our history when our State was 
overrun with loan agents. You will find a passage that is marked 
in my own hand, if you will examine the original slip, where ref- 
erence is made to that fact; and Mr. Bonebrake so far as to 
say that it would have been better for us now if some years ago 
our wild progress had been checked. 

Mr. HOAR. This is what I want to ask the Senator: Kansas 
was forty years sgota -two o, certainly—with the 
exception of a v ew settlements, an uninhabited waste, roamed 
over by tribes of Indians. Now, does the Senator know another 
instance on the face of the earth, unless it be some neighboring 
American State, where a territory has grown up in forty-two 
years containing such a population, such wealth, such value of 
agricultural lands, such vast agricultural products, and the 
money-makers of the earth chasing them to get them to borrow 
their money? I should like to know if there is another instance 


of such pro rity. 

Mr. P FER. I have frequently said on this floor, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and I now repeat, that to take the people of Kansas as a 
whole, and the State of Kansas as a State, they have no parallel 
in human history. 

Mr. HOAR. Now, would it not 

Mr. PEFFER. I hope the Senator will allow me to get through 
with my statement, so that it may be properly expressed. 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly; Ido not wish to urb the Senator. 

Mr. PEFFER. This chopping up of ideas never serves a good 
purpose upon either hand. 

Our seen have grown in about thi 
handful of squatters toin the neighborhood of a million anda 
half of people. When I went to Kansas in 1870, we had but a few 
miles of railway. I remember riding ont from Topeka 18 miles 
on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe road to the end of it. I 
went from there to Emporia, in the adjoining county, riding on a 
stagecoach drawn by four horses. From that place, the next 
day, I went down to the second adjoining county in a two-horse 
mail hack, and the third day, going to another adjoining county, 
Irode an Indian pony. The farther I got, the nearer I approached 
the Indian country, the less comfortable and the less capacious 
were the means of transportation. 

Well, we have grown until now we have nearly 10,000 miles of 
railway. We have upward of 9,000 schoolhouses. Our churches 
afford a seating capacity for more than 25 per cent of the people. 
3 of every hundred of the people are native-born citizens 
of the United States. And in what we call good crop years we pro- 
duce enormous crops of wheat and corn. Our State is a splendid 
agricultural and grazing region. So we have an abundance of 
stock, and our ple are living well. We have a great deal of 
pro g That has nothing to do 

Mr. OAR. May I ask the Senator from Kansas one other 
question? 

Mr. PEFFER, Les. 


-five years from a mere 


pad pce and 
th and comfort, and schoolhouses and churches, and rai oads 
by the = thousand miles, rather than to depart from it and try 
& new one’ 
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Mr. PEFFER. Some of the things connected with that progress 
have been most deleterious. I have stood by and seen men and 


women sign notes and mo s agreeing to pay as high as 40 
per cent interest on borrowed money. t is a destructive 

licy, I will say to the Senator from husetts. During the 
as e from 1880 to 1890 Kansas people borrowed over $500,000,000, 
and the average rate of interest that it cost the borrowers was at 
least 10 per cent. If the Senator wishes me to include that policy 
in the system of progress to which he refers, I then say we do not 
want any more of it; for it is that which, with all of our thrift 
and all of our energy, has brought about the political revolution 
in Kansas. These mortgage hunters, theseloan * no matter 
where they came from, no matter whose agents they were, have 
done Kansas and Nebraska and all that at region of country 
more harm than all of the visitations of Providence which have 
ever befallen us, 

Mr. President, Kansas people have become more noted perhaps 
than some of our neighbors because of our energy, because of our 
peculiar characteristic of going ahead and taking care of ourselves 
and of being good to our neighbors at the same time. You will 
remember t when the Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fe Railroad 
Company began their work (the Union Pacific as well, but more 
especially the Sante Fe) they sent their ee matter like 
leaves of the forest, scattering it over the habitable globe, and 
sent their agents to every civilized nation, proclaiming the richness 
of our soil, the delightfulness of our climate, the salubrity of our 
atmosphere, the energy of our people, and the vastness of the empire 
that was round about us. So from the very beginning of our his- 
tory Kansas people have always been in the front, advertising our- 
selves and building up our Commonwealth. 

To-day we are still in debt; and it is largely because of the op- 
pressive burden of these debts that a political revolution has come 
about in the State. Our people are as honest to-day as they ever 
were; our lands are as good as they ever were; our sunshine as 
shimmering and our climate as salubrious as it ever was, and our 
people are as enterprising as they ever were. From year to year, 
through this sad, hard rience, we are learning wisdom, and we 
will come out in the end master of the situation. We have not 
up to this hour asked the Government fora penny. Two years 
ago, when a bill was brought before the Senate asking for relief to 
settlers in some of the other States on account of losses occasioned 
by drought, while I voted for the bill and urged its passage, I took 
occasion to say at the time that the people of Kansas were suffer- 
ing in like manner, but that we were able to Get ourselves, and 
we did not propose to ask the Government for help. 

The rights which Indians have in these reservations are pos- 
sessory rights. That was determined long ago. The object in 
purchasing them from the Indians is to procure homes for our 
poopie. I need not recall to the attention of the Senate the scram- 

le and the rushing, the tumbling and the racing, the anxiety of 
the people who were anxious to get across the line in order that 
they might secure homes on Indian lands just opened to white 
settlement. While itis true that the town builders were there, 
and the speculators, yet the great body of the people who engaged 
in that dreadful race was composed of men and women who were 
in search of homes for themselves and their families. It has 
come toa time in this country, Mr. President, when homes are 
in demand, and the object of the homestead law was to procure 
homes for the people. 

There are two reasons, Mr. President, why the pending bill is 
proper. One of them is that in a large measure in the region of 
western Nebraska, western Kansas, western Indian Territory, and 
Texas the lands are not well adapted to the ordinary processes of 
agriculture common among the people from the Eastern States, 
who move upon those lands to cultivate them. It required a long 
time in Kansas for our farmers in the western portion of the State 
to adapt themselves to the climatic conditions, to the peculiarities 
of the soil. The traveler in passing over that region will observe 
as he goes from the eastern part of the State away beyond that 
the native prairie grass is from 2 to 6 feet high, and I have seen it 
as high as 11 feet in the low grounds, for horses and men riding 
would be lost in the prairie grass, because the tops were above the 
men’s heads. Go to the western part of the State, and you will 
find the grass growing from 4 to 6 inches in height, a fine, - 
iarly colored grass, known as buffalo in that region. Not onl 
is the climate different, not only is the rainfall less, but the soil 
conditions themselves are different. Different crops necessarily 
are 3 to the different regions. All these things have to be 

earned. 


Most of the settlers in Oklahoma have discovered that the cli- 
matic and soil conditions there are not favorable to the methods 
of cultivation to which they have been accustomed. - Those people 
are not yet able to master the natural difficulties that are in the 
way, but doubtless they will be in time, if they are permitted to 
remain where they are. 

In addition to that, modern methods of agriculture have oper- 


ated to reduce the profits upon labor the same as modern methods 
of manufacture have reduced the profits of manufacturing, and 
this adds to the troubles of the Oklahoma’ people. 


There is one further idea I wish to im upon the Senate. 
Men and nations have certain rights within and of themselves, 
but their rights do not extend beyond those that naturally belong 
to their individuality, either as persons or as nations or communi- 
ties. For example, the head of one family has no natural or moral 
right, no legal right, to interfere with the manageme, the home 
discipline, or any of the affairs of another family so long as they 
are not violating the orderly laws of society. So it is with nations. 
Nations have no right to govern people at arm’s 5 On that 
theory alone I favor the independence of Cuba. e see Spain, a 
monarchy 3,000 miles away, in the closing years of the nineteenth 
century, governing by the harsh rule of 
The thing in i is preposterous. The civilization of 
has gone beyond that kind of government. 

The power of Britain is felt in every part of the civilized world. 
The footprints of the Engli are everywhere, but every 
i ne ape of Great Britain has local autonomy, and so mu 
attached are the people there to the Government of their mother 
country and to the habits of the people in England that they are 
now ing about forming an empire which will be world-wide, 
advancing and establishing the ee of the Toena ple. 
But here in Cuba we have an armed revolution against the foreign 
power recurring every few years. 

So upon general principles, the principles of natural right, I 
would argue in favor of the independence of Cuba, and, if I were 
not a Senator of the United States, I would go so far as to sa: 
that I believed it to be the duty of the Government of the Uni 
States to say to the Government of Spain: We want this war 
propped, we want Cuba to be free, no matter what it costs here or 

where.” 

So it is, Mr. President, as to the rights of individuals. I said a 
moment ago that I believe men have rights. The boys who are 
sng in front of me here have the same rights exactly that you 
and I have, Mr. President, and that these venerable Senators 
around me have. When a child is born into the world, he comes 
with the same rights that the mother who bore him had and that 
his father before him had. They have no right to banish him 
when he comes to what we in law call the age of majority, 21 years 
and past—the father has no right to banish him from the home 
where he was born. I believe the Government ought to establish 
as a permanent policy that whenever it purchases a foot of land 
from Indians or from any other person or corporation it should 
be purchased for the use of the people as homes. Mr. President, 
the people of this country have a right to live here, they and the 
children who are coming after them. I hope the bill will pass 
upon its merits. 

I am pleased to see that the opposition which has been thus far 
manifested against the bill is farfetched and upon technical 
grounds. Two of the Senators who have argued in opposition to 
It say they may 8 be considered old fogies, as men behind 
the age. Those Senators need not be sensitive upon that point. 
There is such a thing, however, as progress. The world is moy- 
ing. The old States-rights Democrat is one of the things of the 
past. He has come to understand, as all the rest of us do under- 
stand, that the sphere of the State government is purely local 
and for local purposes; that we have neither time nor inclination 
to take a surveyor with us when we travel across the country at 
the rate of 50 or 60 miles an hour to mark the location of State 
lines, that we may know under what different laws we are as we 

through the different jurisdictions. The poopie of the United 

tates constitute a nation, and now we are big enough to take 

care of ourselves and to take care of those of our people who are 
unfortunate and who need relief at our hands. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. L ask unanimous consent that to-morrow, 
immediately after the disposal of the routine morning business, 
sed pending bill may be made the unfinished business and be then 

en up. 

Mr. FRYE. Does the Senator expect to get a final vote on the 
bill to-morrow? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I think we can. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. THURSTON in the chair). 
The Senator from South Dakota asks unanimous consent that the 
pending bill be taken up as the unfinished business immediately 
after the morning business to-morrow. 3 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Immediately after the disposal of the rou- 
tine morning business. 

Mr. HO. I will not object to that unanimous consent if 
the Senator will further ask unanimous consent that some time 
to-morrow be assigned for taking the vote. I think the Senate 
is ready to vote. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Iam 
request the further request t 
to-morrow. 


erfectly willing to embrace in m 
t the vote be taken at 4 o’cl 


e sword another poopie; ' 
o age 


wl 
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Mr. ALLEN. I su there are Senators who are not now 
here who ought to be advised when the vote is to be taken; and 
I suggest that the day after to-morrow be fixed as the time. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I think we had leave that question 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. HOAR. I shall object unless proposition be included 
that the vote be taken to-morrow; butif the Senator from Nebraska 
[Mr. ALLEN] prefers the latter time, I will not object to that. 

Mr. AL A 1 that if we take the vote 
to-morrow, as there are but few Senators now present who would 
know of the order, it would be rather taking snap ju ent on 
those who are absent. 

Mr. HOAR. I will consent to an arrangement being made that 
the vote be taken the day after to-morrow. 


Mr. ALLEN. pees the Senator from South Dakota will be 
8 to-morrow to that a time be fixed when the vote shall 
en. 


Mr. HOAR, I think the Senate is ready to fix an hour, but if 
the Senator from Nebraska thinks that the fixing of the hour 
to-morrow may disappoint some Senators who would like to be 
here, I shall not object if the next day be fixed as the time when 
the vote shall be taken, but I shall object to any unanimous con- 
sent unless it is ag TASS with a proposa of some time for 
taking the final vote. Of course, if the ate is ready to vote 
before then, it can be done. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Ishould like to make an inquiry. Iam 
told the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Bacon] gave notice that he 
desired toaddress the Senate to-morrow in to some reso- 
lution now pending before the body. Is that the case? 

Mr. PLATT. Yes; on the resolution in relation to the recog- 
nition of Cuba. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. If that is the case, I should prefer to make 
the request for a vote to-morrow, and to see what we accomplish 
to-morrow. I do not know that we can accomplish anything, for 
when a Cuban debate arises here it takes up all the time of the 
Senate; and therefore I renew my request. 

Mr. HOAR. Ishall joes 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Very well, then, the bill can go over as 
the unfinished business for to-morrow. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator can get the bill up to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from South Dakota 
requests that the pen bill be taken up as the unfinished busi- 
ness immediately after routine business in the morning hour 
to-morrow. Is there objection? 

Mr. FRYE. I understood that the Senator withdrew that re- 

uest. 
4 Mr. PETTIGREW. No; I did not withdraw that request. The 
Senator from Massachusetts has objected to it, as I understand. 

Mr. FRYE. Then that ends the request. 

Mr. HOAR. It is obvious, for the reason the Senator has stated, 
if he is correctly informed, as unquestionably he is, that a Senator 

roposes to take the floor to-morrow after the routine morning 
Postuen to speak on Cuba, that unanimous consent will be of no 
value to the Senator from South Dakota, because his bill will be 
laid aside for that So I object. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator from Georgia 
would ask leave of the Senate to address 


morning. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I think that there can be no harm in 
granting the request, because if the Senator from Georgia should 
conclude his speech in the morning hour we can then take up the 
pending bill, and hasten with it. 

Mr. HOAR. We can take it up as it is. 

Mr. CALL. I propose to move, if there be no objection, that 
the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. FRYE. There are some pa on the table of the Presi- 
dent which I should like to have laid before the Senate before 
adjournment, if the Senator will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. CALL. Very well. 


MARKING OF VESSELS’ NAMES, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1424) to amend 
an act entitled An act to amend section 4178, i Statutes. 
in relation to the marking of vessels’ names at bow and stern, and 
also to provide for marking the draft,” approved February 21, 
1891, which was, on page 2, line 24, to strike out the word six 
and insert“ seven.” 

Mr. FRYE. I move that the Senate concur in the House amend- 
ment, whichis rendered nec by the fact that this bill passed 
the Senate a year ago, and provided that the marking should be 
done e Sai year 1896, but the bill having just been passed by 
ee ouse, of course 1897“ has to be substituted for 
“ 1 a * — 


ve notice that he 
e Senate to-morrow 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring 
in the amendment of the House of Representatives, 
The amendment was concurred in, 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 


Mr. CALL. The Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE] desires to 
move an executive session, and I will yield to him for that p 
Mr. FRYE. I move that the Senate proceed to the 9 
tion of executive business. 
ioe motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business, After sixteen minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o'clock and 
82 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Wednes- 
day, January 18, 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate January 12, 1897. 
CONSUL. 


Thomas S. Doyle, of Virginia, to be consul of the United States 
et Beirut, Syria” 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 


William H. White, of Virginia, to be attorney of the United 
States for the eastern district of Virginia. 


PROMOTION IN THE REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 


Second Lieut, Frank H. Dimock, of Massachusetts, to be a first 
lieutenant in the Revenue-Cutter Service of the United States. 


POSTMASTERS. 


William M. Farrington, to be postmaster at Memphis, in the 
county of Shelby and State of Tennessee. 

Daniel D. Scott, to be postmaster at Jellico, in the county of 

J chp ate tape o 2 Shell Lak 

ames Devereux r at She e, in the coun 

of Washburn and State of Wisconsin. 7 

David Thompson, to be postmaster at Black River Falls, in the 
county of Jackson and State of Wisconsin. 

Grace Lamont, to be tmaster at Dillon, in the county of 
01 0. V5 5 Berkeley, in th of 
e C. Vinzent, r at Berkeley, e count, 

Alameda and State of California. z 2 
Ralph W. Putnam, to be postmaster at Paso Robles, in the 
county of San Luis Obispo and State of California. 
Addison M. Gooding, to be postmaster at Hartington, in the 
pags ig Cedar and aya of Nebraska. 1 
a acartney, postmaster a och, in the coun 
of Contra Costa and State of California. si 
George McCracken, to be postmaster at Dover, in the county of 
Morris and State of New Jersey. 
Amelia H. Bates, to e e at Sonoma, in the county of 
Sonoma and State of California. 
Howard Melvin, to be postmaster at Denton, in the county of 
Caroline and State of Maryland. 
John C. Sto to be postmaster at West Palmbeach, in the 
county of Dade and State of Florida. 
May J. Munson, to be postmaster at Millington, in the county 
of Morris and State of New Jersey. 
William J. Whelan, to be postmaster at Elizabeth, in the county 
of Union and State of New J men 
Frank B. Dailey, to be postmaster at Bloomfield, in the county 
of Essex and State of New Jersey. 
Patrick H. O'Hara, to be postmaster at Graceville, in the county 
of Bigstone and State of Minnesota. 
Thomas J. Butler, to be ter at Mount Jewett, in the 
Sonny of McKean and State of Pennsylvania. 
Michael J. Hickey, to be postmaster at Raritan, in the county 
of Somerset and State of New Jersey. 
William Pintard, to be 3 at Redbank, in the county of 
Monmouth and State of New Jersey. 
William Gallagher, to be postmaster at Sandersville, in the 
= 5 8 and 1 of i aged $ ty 
ord F. m, to be postmaster at Wynne, in the coun 
of Cross and State of Arkansas. 
James F. Corbett, to be postmaster at Punta Gorda, in the 
county of De Soto and State of Florida. 
Albert F. Derouen, to be postmaster at Jennings, in the parish 
of Calcasieu and State of Louisiana. j 
William B. Taylor, to be postmaster at Mansfield, in the parish 
of De Soto and State of Louisiana. 
A. L. Fairchild, to be postmaster at Gainesville, in the county 
of Cooke and State of Texas. 
John W. Clark, to he postmaster at Ripley, in the county of 
Lauderdale and State of Tennessee. 
Orrin L. Mickel, to be tmaster at Woodbine, in the county 
of Harrison and State of Iowa. 
Michael F. Bowler, to be porma at Groton, in the county of 
Brown and State of South Dakota, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


TUESDAY, January 12, 1897. - 


The House met at 12 o’clock noon, and was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. COUDEN. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and 


approved. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE, 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a change of 
reference. At the last session of s we what was 
known as the Quackenbush bill; for the relief of John N. ken- 
bush. It passed both Houses, but failed to get the approval of the 
President. It has again the Senate and reached this House 
8 being referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

eJ 5 has passed upon the bill again, and it is 
on the Calendar as reported from our committee. By some mis- 
take it was referred yesterday to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
I move that the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from 
its further consideration, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The SP That is a question for the House to determine. 
As many as are in favor of the motion of the gentleman from Iowa 
[Mr. HENDERSON] will say “aye.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD FUNDING BILL. 

The SPEAKER. On the question of the Pacific Railroad fund- 
ing bill, the Chair thinks that the motion made yesterday by the 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. POWERS] to recommit the bill 
was not in order. The Chair thinks that such a motion could 
have been made if the House had passed the bill to a third read- 
ing, or if other business had not intervened. 

OFFICERS AND CREW OF THE BRIG GENERAL ARMSTRONG, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to call the attention of the 
House to the bill (S. 687) to apply the unexpended balance of the 
amount heretofore appropriated for the relief of the captain, 
owners, officers, and crew of the late United States private armed 
brig General Armstrong, their heirs, executors, administrators, 
agente, or assigns. On the face of it, it seems to relate to a war 
claim, and did remotely so relate; but the Chair is informed that 
the question involved is a legal question, as to the meaning of a 
resolution passed by a previous Congress. Therefore the Chair 

asks unanimous consent that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

R. M. RIDGELY. A 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the following commu- 
nication from the office of the Postmaster-General. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

oF POSTMASTER-G 
SENA Washington, D. O., January 11, 1897, 
SIr: I beg leave to call your attention to my letter of December 11, 1896, in 
which I requested the return to this Department of certain 
of theclaim of R. M. postmaster at 


mitted by me on the 3d pig tes gap snes 
ance with the act of May 9, 1888. mgress, . June II. 
ving extended the limit in such claims of the j m 


of the Postmaster- 

I desire to take up this case for decision under the authority of that 

BO you kindly direct that these papers be returned to the Depart- 
men 


Very respectfully, 
Hon. THOMAS B. REED, 
Speaker House of Representatives. po 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the Chair will direct 
the papers to be returned. The Chair hears no objection, 


CALL OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER. There being no other business on the Speak- 
er’s table except one matter which the Chair will submit later, the 
Clerk will resume the call of committees. 


ALIEN OWNERSHIP OF LANDS IN THE TERRITORIES. 


at CATRON. Mr. Speaker, there was a matter pending last 
night. 

e SPEAKER. There was an unfinished matter before the 
House from the Committee on Territories, and the question was 
on the passage of the bill the title of which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 8615) to amend an act entitled An act to restrict the owner- 
ship of real estate in the Territories to American citizens, eto,“ approved 
March 3, 1887. 

The question was taken. 

Mr, McEWAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question, for infor- 
mation. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. McEWAN. Is not that the same bill that was defeated in 
the House the 10th day of December? 


W. L. WILSON, 
Postmaster- 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know, i 
1 McEWAN (continuing). Except as to one section. Ves; 


The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. DE ARMOND. Division! 

The House divided; and there were—ayes, 59; noes 26. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON (at the request of Mr. 
Catron), a motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had joint resolution (S. R. 189) 
providing for the erection of a Government building at the Ten- 
nessee Cen ial Exposition; in which the concurrence of the 
House was req x 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the 
amendment of the House of R tatives to the bill (S. . 
to approve and ratify the construction of a bridge across the 
River, between the States of Arkansas and Texas, at a point above 
the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said river, built y the Tex- 
arkana Northern Railway Company, but now owned and operateđ 
by the Texarkana and Fort th Railway Company, and tọ 
authorize the latter company to maintain said bri over said 
waterway, subject to stipulations and conditions. 
PROCEDURE IN CONTESTS BETWEEN CLAIMANTS TO MINERAL LAND 

AND AGRICULTURAL LAND. 

. HARTMAN (when the Committee on Mines and Mining 
was called). Mr. Speaker, I call up for consideration the bi 
(H. R. 6780) to amend section 2835 of the Revised Statutes. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That section 2335 of the Revised Statutes be amended to 


read as follows: 

“Spo. 2335. All affidavits ired to be made under this chapter may be 
verified before any officer authorized to administer oaths in any State or 
Territory in the United States or in the District of Columbia ha an offl- 
cial seal; and all testimony and proofs may be taken before any such officer, 
and when duly certified by the officer the same, a by his seal 
of office, shall have the same force and effect as if taken before the 


ural 
such notice and regulations as 
rescribe: Provided. resence of rock in place or of deposits 
pe 9 are, shall be regarded 
con 


than agricultu- 
discovered or 8 
be corroborative evidence that 
in character: And provided further, That 
wherever is proven to be within a well-defined mineral belt it shall be 
deemed priina facie evidence of the mineral character of said land.” 
Mr. DOCKERY. Is that bill on the House Calendar? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that it is on the 
House Calendar. 
Mr. DOCKERY. It aims indirectly to provide for the dispo- 


sition of public lands. 
Mr. RICHARDSON, Itought not to be on the House Calendar, 


Mr. DOCKERY. It seems to be a very important bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I make the point of order that it ought 
not to be on the House Calendar. 

Mr. HAR . Now— : 

The SPEAKER. What is the p rt of the bill? 

Mr. HARTMAN. The p rt of the bill is 8 appli- 
cants for mineral lands to make their evidence before other offi- 
cers than registers and receivers of the United States land office, 
and thereby to prevent the long travel which is necessary in ordet 
13 appear before those officers; and there is one other phase of the 


Mr. DOCKERY. But it does more than that. 

Mr. HARTMAN. Iwasabout to say there was one other phase, 
but I can not say it all in one sentence. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, before this discussion proceeds, 
the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands desires to raise! 
the question of jurisdiction. 

Mr. LACEY. I do not know that I desire to raise the question 
of jurisdiction. 

The SPEAKER. All points are reserved. 

Mr. LACEY. I reserve the point of order until I can hear fur- 
ther what is the nature of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is already made. 

Mr. HARTMAN. The second purpose of the legislation is to 
establish a rule of procedure in contests between claimants to 
mineral and agricultural lands. The bill was introduced by the 
gentleman from Utah [Mr. ALLEN], and is favorably and unani-. 
mously reported by the Committee on Mines and Mining. If 
further explanation of the bill is desired, I will yield to the gen- 


tleman from Utah, who is entirely familiar with it. 
desire is, why this bill was 


Mr. LACEY, What I 


not sent to the proper committee haying charge of matters of this 
kind. I do not see what jurisdiction the Committee on Mines 
and Mining would have as to the disposition of lands that are 
mineral in their character. It would lead to endless confusion if 
there should be legislation proposed from two committees on the 


same subject. 
Mr. HARTMAN. Unquestionably the Committee on Mines 
ation in respect to the busi- 


and Mining has . ction of 1 

ness of mines an oi 

oer LACEY. Certainly; but not as to the question of public 
nds. 

The SPEAKER. The rules prescribe that if by any error or 
misunderstanding a bill has been sent to the wrong committee, it 
is the duty of the committee who desire jurisdiction to present the 
matter to the House for a change; and no 8 having been 
raised, and the committee having reported, the Chair thi it is 
too late to raise the question of consideration. On the other point 
of its being on the House Calendar—the Chair hardly knows where 
it could be but on that Calendar. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The ruling of the Speaker of the last House 
was that you could raise the question 3 at this point. 
But perhaps the rule of that House is different in this respect. 

The SP. R. The rules differ in some respects. 

Mr. LACEY. At any rate, inasmuch as the Committee on 
Public Lands has been examining these questions and are responsi- 

ble for this class of legislation, and inasmuch as that committee 
had no knowledge of the existence of this bill, I would at least 
like to hear a full statement of the merits of the bill. 

Mr. HARTMAN. In that case I will yield tothe gentlema 

: feast Utah [Mr. ALLEN], the author of the bill, who explain 
it fully. 

The SPEAKER. Of course the gentleman from Iowa ` 
Lacey] can, if he desires, move at the proper time to refer the 
bill to the Committee on Public Lands, and if the House sees fit 
to do that, the mistake can be rectified, if a mistake has been made. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Mr. Speaker, this bill was introduced 
in the Fifty- third Congress, and was referred to the Committee on 

Mines and g. at committee reported it favorably to the 

Honse, and when it was reintroduced in the present Congress it 
went to the same committee that had passed upon it in the Fifty- 
third Congress, and it seems to me that the Committee on Mines 
and Mining clearly has jurisdiction of the questions involved. 
This is not, in the broad sense, a bill 5 the jurisdic- 
tion of the Committee on Public Lands, of which committee I also 
am a member. There are but two points in the bill which would 
change law. One is in relation to the sirara Bs affida- 
vits, the law now og es uiring that sio be made before the register 
and receiver of the land office of the district within which the 
claim is located. 

Now, many of these land districts are very large. The State 
of Utah constitutes but one, and there are 84,000 square miles in 
that State; so that, under the present law, extensive travel is 

uired, and in many instances great e is incurred in 
order to make the necessary affidavits for the entry of claims, and 
the committee are quite satisfied that no harm can come to any- 

‘body from the change 25 in this bill, allowing those who 
have the right, under the State law, to administer oaths, to take 
these affidavits and attest them with their seals. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Has this bill been submitted to the Commis- 

oner of the General Land Office or to the Secretary of the 

terior? 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. This same bill was submitted to the 
Department in the Fifty-third Congress and a favorable report 
upon it was made to the committee. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Do I understand that the Commissioner re- 
ported favorably 15 — the pill, in writing? ; 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Tes, sir. The committee's report shows 
that. The second point in the bill which would change existing 
law is intended to fix the burden of proof, in the case of an entry 
of mineral lands situated within or adjacent to a mineral- ing 
zone, which is contested by an phe ges claimant, upon the 
agricultural claimant, where it should be. These are the only 
two points involved, and it seems to me that the bill ought topass, 
because it will afford relief in many instances. 

The SPEAKER. Thequestion is on the engrossment and third 


pein, he the bill. 
Mr. CEY. Mr. 8. er, I move to commit this bill to the 
Committee on Public ds, and upon that motion I desire to 
make just afew remarks. The gentleman who introduced this 
bill is a member of the Committee on Public Lands, so that no 
injury can come to the bill from its being referred to that com- 
ttee, which is the proper committee. It is utterly impossible 
for the members of that committee to give the bill proper con- 
sideration at this time, owing to the hasty manner in which it is 
838 up in the House. ere the questions involved of minor 
rtance I should not feel inclined to make this motion, but the 
is really a very important one, involving the whole subject of 


the disposition of mineral lands and a chan, 
proof in such cases. Evidently it ought to 


of the methods of 
À considered by the 
proper committee and ought to be referred to the Department for 


information. Ibelieye that no delay will result from referring 
the bill to the Committee on Public Tanda, and it certainly ought 
to go there. 

Mr. HARTMAN. Does the gentleman really consider that this 
bill makes an entire change in the method of obtaining titles to 
mineral lands, when in fact all that it does is this: It says to the 
applicant for a mineral land patent, You may appear before the 

erk of the court in your own town, or before a nota ublic in 
your own town, and make your affidavit there, instead of gettin: 
on the train, Serene two or three or four hundred miles, an 
manng the same affidavit before the register of the land office?” 

Mr. LACEY, That is merely a change of procedure. 

Mr. HARTMAN. And the gentleman really thinks that is so 
important a question that the Committee on Mines and Mining is 
not capable of dealing with it? 

Mr. CEY. No. If that was all there was in the bill I would 
not make te pont; but thereis more than that. There are ques- 
tions involved as to the burden of próof, and as to the presumption 
arising aom the location of rockas affecting the mineral character 
of the land, and other questions. This bill was introduced onl 
on the 19th of December last. I do not see any occasion for suc 
a hasty disposal of it, and I insist that it ought to be referred to 
N committee. 
3 . ALLEN of Utah. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Iowa 
is under an entire misapprehension as to this bill. In the first 
place, it was not introduced hastily. 

Mr. LA I said lately. 


. LACEY. I did not say hastily. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Nor lately. 

Mr. LACEY. It was introduced on the 19th of December. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. It was introduced at the first session of 
this Congress by me. It was introduced Sipe gentleman from 
California, Mr. Caminetti, in the Fifty-third Congress, and was then 
referred to the Committee on Mines and Mining. That committee 
took jurisdiction and returned it to the House with a favorable 
report, that report being practically the same as the one now pre- 
sented. The bill was referred to the Interior ent during 
the Fifty-third Con and was favorably reported upon by that 
Department. On the 19th of December, 1896, the committee re- 
ported the bill to the House, and the report contains what the offi- 
cers of the e gaia had said concerning the two points in the 
bill that would change existing law, and I remind the gentleman 
thatthe Land Office has now the same head that it had when this bill 
was favorably recommended by the Department during the Fifty- 
third Congress. Therefore, I can not see that anything will be 
pees by referring the bill at this time to the Committee on Pub- 
ic Lands, even though it might have gone there in the first place; 
though I have my doubts as to the jurisdiction of that committee 


in this case. : 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Lacry to refer 
the bill to the Committee on the Public Lands, the Speaker declared 
that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. LACEY. Iask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 26, noes 43. 

So the motion was rejected. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HART . Mr. Speaker, I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. LACEY. I object to laying the motion to reconsider on the 
table. I would be glad to have the motion lie over until further 
time has been given for the examination of the bill. Lask unani- 
mous consent that the motion to reconsider lie over until to-mor- 


I think we had better have the question set- 
tled at this tim as 


is time. 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 
The question being taken upon laying on the table the motion 
to reconsider, it was agreed to; there being—ayes 53, noes 7. 
PREFERENCES IN THE CIVIL SERVICE. 


Mr. BROSIUS (when the Committee on Reform in the Civil 
Service was called). I call up from the House Calendar the bill 
which I send to the desk, 

The bill (H. R. 5635) to amend section 1754 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, relating to preferences in the civil serv- 
ice, was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That section 1754 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
8 which reads as follows: SEC. 1754. Persons honorably discharged from 
the military or naval service by reason of disability resulting from wounds or 
sickness incurred in the line of duty shall be preferred for appointments to 
civil offices, provided they are found to possess the business capacity neces- 
ong for ne roper discharge of the duties of such offices,” be amended so as 

read as follows: 

Sr. 1754. Preferences in appointments to the civil service of the United 
States shall be given to the persons and in the order herein designed, namely; 

FFC the mili or naval service of 
nited States by reason of disability resulting from wounds or sickness 


= incurred in the line 


1897. 


all 3 e nion sol- 
e war of the rebellion and the widows of such honorably 


duty; second, 
6 Provided, That they are found to the business 
capacity for the proper discharge of the duties of such offices.” 

Mr. BROSIUS, I ask that the report of the committee be read 
in my time. 

The report (by Mr. VAN VooruIs) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 5635) to amend section 1754 of Revised Statutes of the United States, 
report the same back to the House with a recommendation that it do pass, 
amended by inserting the word “necessary” after the word capacity,“ in 
the last line of the bill. 

Under existing law the class to which preference js given in appointments 
is extremel ted, so much so that in the year there were but 14 of 
that class p. u the eligible list for the entire classified service of the 
United States, and only 10 secured appointments. In the year 1893, 15 were 

laced on the 1 geo list and 13 received 3 From June 90, 1894, 

January 1, 1896, only 4 were appointed in the departmental service. 

After the lapse of thirty years from the close of the late war, and in view 
of the widely prevailing sense of gratitude and generosity toward the surviv- 
ing defenders of the Union, it is believed that the extension of the preference, 

ot to interfere with the surviving remnant who now enjoy the preference, 
Dut as a second preferred class, to all honorably discharged soldiers and 
sailors of the late war would be an act of justice which the Be ys of the 
United States, in grateful recognition of the services and sacrifices of those 
who served in the Army and Navy in the war for the Union, will highly 


commend, : 

It is believed that the average age of the surviving Union soldiers is about 

60 years while the average age of those passing examinations is about 27 

8 tis therefore apparent that the number of this class who will pass 
he merit test under our civil-service rules will be very limited. 

The extension of a preference to the widows of soldiers and sailors who 
were honorably discharged from the service of the United States would be a 
recognition of a meritorious class to whom the patriotic women of America 
are quite willing to concede the slight advantage which will inure to them 
through the proposed preference. ? 

In the nature of the case, only a com: tively small number of this class 
will be able to enter the civil service. ‘om June 30, 1894, to January 1, 1896, 
but one woman was appointed from the clerk and copyist list in the depart- 
mental service, so that to give precedence to those who successfully pass the 
examination is only putting the law in harmony with the generous sentiment 
and common f g of the country without the slightest danger of any 
impairment of the public service. 


Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Speaker, if there are no inquiries to be 
made about this measure, I will ask the previous question. 

Mr. RIC DSON. Ishould like to have some explanation of 
the bill. It was almost impossible for us to gather the full tenor 
of it from the reading. 

- Mr. BROSIUS. I asked to have the report read because it states 
clearly the object of the bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It wasimpossible for us to understand it. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Very well. Then I will endeavor to make the 
matter clear by an explanation. 

Mr. WAS GTON. Will the gentleman yield a moment? I 
should like to have the bill read in. I think that no member 
in this 55 understood the reading. 

The SP If there be no objection, the bill will be again 


The bill was again read. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Now, Mr. Chairman, if there are no inquiries, 
I will ask the previous question. 

Mr. RIC DSON. I hope the gentleman will first make the 

lanation which he offered to make, 
. BROSIUS. Certainly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I wish to call the gentleman’s attention 
particularly to the language of the proviso: 

Provi That they are found to possess the business ca necessary 
for the ariei dictates of the 2 of such offices. pacity 

That proviso seems to limit the qualifications tosimple business 
capacity, saying nothing about intellectual or other qualifications. 

MEMBER. Or moral qualifications. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. should like to hear the gentleman’s 
lanation of the bill. 

r. BROSIUS. It is understood by all that a limited number 
of the soldiers of the late war enjoy a preference under the exist- 
ing civil-service law and rules. The number is very limited, 
because it only refers to those who have been disch from the 
service by reason of wounds or sickness contracted in the service. 
As the report states, the number of those who have enjoyed the 
privilege of that preference by admission to the civil service has 

en extremely limited. This bill does sea propose to abolish the 
privilege of that class in any way; the remain in the same 
sition in reference to the service; but it proposes to extend the 
rivilege to the remaining honorably n soldiers of the 
ate war, 5 55 these a second preference, 
Mr. RI Hans N. I do not wish to interrupt the gentleman 
unnecessarily, but I should like to call his attention to one matter. 
Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The language of the existing law, section 
1754, which this bill is designed to amend, reads: 
Persons hono; ili 
oh dieler = td discharged from the military or na val ser vice by reason 
Now, I notice that the proposed amendment varies this lan Ə 
s0 that the provision of the section will apply— sii 
rsons honorably ged from the military or naval service 


First, to pe dischar; 
of the United States by reason of disability resulting from wounds or sick- 
„to all honorably discharged 


ness incurred in the — 5 of duty; second 


and sailors, e * 
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Now, I observe that in this second provision different language 
is used from that embraced in the first clause; and the question 
in my mind is whether the language all honorably discharged 
poio soldiers and sailors” might not apply to others than re, 
soldiers. 

BAe BROSIUS. Oh, no; I do not think there is any possibility 
of that. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Might it not apply in some cases to per- 
sons who were in the militia? They might be designated “Union 
soldiers,” but I imagine the gentleman would not want to extend 
the provision of the bill so far. 

r. BROSIUS. Iam not sure that I recall the reasons for the 
distinction embraced in the language used. But I want to direct 
my friend’s attention to the language of the existing law: 

Persons honorably discharged from the military or naval service 


Mr. RICHARDSON. That language is not objectionable. 
Mr. BROSIUS. I know it is not objectionable to my friend; of 
course, it is not. i 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then why not retain it? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Because, literally taken, it might include the 
Confederate service as well as the Union service. There is noth- 
ing in that language which makes any discrimination as to the 
side on which or the service in which the soldier seryed. I do 
not remember distinctly the reason for that change of language, 
but I see every reason, as far as I understand the objection of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, for retaining that language in the bill. 

But, in order to make entirely clear the language as used in the 
bill, “ discharged Union soldiers and sailors of the war of the 
rebellion,” it seems to me that the express terms used should be 
retained, for it leaves it beyond all doubt and makes perfectly 
clear the intention of Congress in the matter. Certainly it can 
do no harm. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Undoubtedly; but if the gentleman will 
allow me a moment—— 

Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. In the first place, it says in the first 
provision: 

Persons honorabl har; 
iR Pie en bly discharged from the miltary or naval service by reason 

And so on. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Because that is the language of the existing 


law. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No, sir; the gentleman is mistaken. It 
is not the language of the existing law; and if the gentleman will 
adopt that language it will remove all of the objections. 

But, secondly, this bill 1 to all ‘‘honorably discharged 
Union soldiers and sailors of the war of the rebellion.” Now, in 
the first place, let me state to the gentleman that I do not object 
to the insertion of the words “ United States” in the first provi- 
sion, because, although that is not in the language of the original 
act, it was so understood and has always been so applied, although 
ay 1 do not appear in the section the gentleman proposes 

amend. 

The gentleman in the first clause of this bill limits the provision 
of this act to soldiers and sailors of the United States; then in the 
second clause he says to all honorably discharged Union soldiers 
and sailors.” Why not use the same terms in the second clause 
that are used in the first, namely, that is all “ honorably disc 
oldies and sailors of the United States?” Why make such a 
change 

Mr. BROSIUS. Ido not know of any cogent reason why one- 
should have been used more than the other, or why the words 
should have been chan in drawing the bill. But inasmuch 
as they are already in the bill, unless my friend can show that 
they are ambiguous, and are likely to result in harm, I do not see 
where the objection comes in. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Why, the objection is that this might 
include militia as well as the discharged officers and soldiers of 
the Re; Army of the United States. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I have no objection whatever to the change 
edly the gentleman suggests by inserting the words United 

But let me call the attention of the gentleman to another i- 
ble reason for using different language in the two sections. 5 is a 
part of the existing law in making any reduction of the force in 
any of the Executive Departments of the Government the head 
of such Department shall retain those persons who may be dst rout 
qualified and have been ‘‘ honorably discharged from the military 
or naval service of the United States.” My friend will mark the 
ee And the widows and orphans of deceased soldiers and 

ors.” 

Now, the preference that the bill contemplates over and above 
the eens preferences is just this: To give them, when they 
apply for admission to the service, the precise privilege which they 

eady enjoy under the law after they are within the service; and 
that is the purpose of the bill, to e it uniform. 

Now, in order to make it not only identical in sentiment, but in 

as well, Iam quite willing to amend by striking out the 
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* ti cee gh h with existing har- 
eep it no y armony urpose: 
ae hey phraseology of the existing law. my friend content 

Mr. RICHARDSON, That is all I have sig 

Mr. DOCKERY. Then the section would read as amended: 

md, rsons rably' th rvice 
cd the United Besson, und tho wilows ot mach hencrebly Aho Dera 

Mr. BROSIUS. That would be the modification. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That, I understand, would meet the sugges- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Yes. 

Mr, RICHARDSON. Does the 
ment, or does he wish me to offer it 

Mr. BROSIUS. The gentleman can offer it, and I will not 
object to it. : 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to amend, then, in section 1, so 
that the paragraph will read, “first, to persons honorably dis- 
charged from the military or naval service of the United States in 
the war of the rebellion.’ 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendment suggested 
by the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

CCC 
States of the war of the rebellion, and the widows of such honorably dis- 
charged persons.“ 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I would suggest that the lan would 
be a little better if the gentleman would use the exact language 
embodied in the first clause—that is, persons honorably dis- 
charged from the military or naval service of the United States,” 
and the widows of such honorably discharged persons. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I understand that would be the amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will offer that amendment. 

Mr. BROSIUS. It occurred to me, and perhana it occurred to 
the gentleman who drew the bill, that this would include not only 
soldiers of the late war, but all soldiers of the United States. 
That is a possible reason for drawing itin this manner. It would 
include soldiers of the Regular Army as well as those of the late 
war of the rebellion, which was not the p of the bill. If my 
friend will include in his amendment soldiers and sailors of the 
1 States in the late war of the rebellion, that will be satis- 

actory. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee had perhaps 
better reduce his amendment to writing. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is right. 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. Does the 8 from Pennsylvania yield? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I think it would be better to get the 
amendment adopted. 

The SP . The Clerk will report the amendment pro- 
posed the gentleman from Tennessee, 7 

The Clerk read as follows: 


entleman offer that amend- 


On 2, line 17, strike out all the word “second.” 

8 out all of lines 18 and 19, and rt “all persons honorably 8 
from the military and naval service of the United States in the war of the 
rebellion, and the widows of such honorably discharged persons.” 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Now [ask fora vote on the amendment. 
The amendment was 0. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. ow, Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the 
attention of the gentleman to the proviso in line 20, and ask him 
if he does not think that the proper grammatical construction of 
that proviso would make it apply alone to the second law and not 
to the first? I think he meant that it should apply to both, and it 
seems to me that it ought to be made to apply to both classes. In 
other words, I think it should read: 

Provided, That they are found in each case to possess the business capacity 
necessary for the proper discharge of their duties. 

That will make the fen perfectly plain. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I think that the language of the bill is not sub- 
ject to the objection made. I think grammatically the proviso 
refers to both classes named. I think that was put in the bill in 
order to keep it in harmony with existing law. Section 1754 of 
the Revised Btatutes contains the same proviso: 

Provided, They are found to possess the business ca ty necessary for 
the proper e res of tha duties of such offices. vac 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I call the gentleman’s attention to the 
fact, however, that there is but one class referred to in the law 
which he has just read. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I know. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. While in the law, as he now offers it, 
piero are two classes. Therefore the proviso ought to apply to 


th. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I understand my friend’s point, but I do not 
think it is well taken, because the proviso refers, I think, gram- 
matically to both classes, and it does not require a discriminating 
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word 10 made 18 cover both classes, I think there is no possibility ~ 
of rok tes the of the bill. * 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 


, then, the gentleman would not 
object to having it made so in so many words. 
BROS I do not see any objection, except the objection 


that always lies to introducing needless and useless verbiage into 
a 


RI DSO N. Imove that the bill be amended by insert - 
ing after e word „that,“ in line 20, the words as to both 


. DOCKERY. As to both classes. 
. BROSIUS, I do not object to that. 
e Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 
On page 2. line 20, after the word “that,” insert the words “as to both 


Mr. BROSIUS. I have no objection whatever to that. 
The amendment was eed to. 
Mr. JOHNSON of ornia. Mr. Speaker 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Sahn paa to the gentleman from California [Mr. Jonnson]? 


Mr. BROSIUS, I have not yet 2 
Mr. JOHNSON of California. it in order, Mr. Speaker, to 
rsonal privilege now? : 


rise to a question of 

The SPHAKER. ot unless it has connection with this case. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Then I must wait until this bill 
is disposed of? 
Mr. BROSIUS, It will be disposed of in a minute. 
Mr, JOHNSON of California. Then I shall ask the floor at that 
time a a question of personal 2 

Mr. \ ASHIN GTON. I wish to ask the gentleman from Penn- 

lvania [Mr. BROSIUS] a question. 

Mr. BROSIUS. inly. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. I believe you are an advocate of the merit 

stem and the enforcement of the civil-service rules. Does not 
this set aside the merit system and the competitive examination 
theory on which it is based entirely? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Only partially. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, in the matter of sentiment there is an 
order of precedence as well as in other matters, and the people of 
the United States have always been willing to relax the merit prin- 


‘ciple sufficiently to give a preference to those who saved the coun- 


. That is all I care to say in res to that question. 

WASHINGTON. Mr. S er, I want to know from the 
gentleman if he can give us any information as to how far this 
sentiment is to be applied. Does this set aside the list of those who 
have passed the civil-service examinations from civil life, and give 
. regardless of their merits, to those who have served 
in military and naval service, and for which service they have 
always received compensation? If that is sufficient to get them 
on the eligible list, then Ithink it is a great and gross injustice to 
the young men and young women of the country who are trying 
to e themselves for the civil service of Government. 

Wi gentleman answer that question? : 
Mr. BROSIUS. I will be glad to answer that question in the 
best way I can when the case arises; but I shall now ask the pre- 


vious question. 
Mr. Dx. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 
Mr. BROSIUS. Certainly. 


Mr. HARDY. I should like to ask the gentleman whether, 
under this beautiful civil-service system as now devel if he 
knows of any Union soldier who votes the Republican ticket who 
has ever been found of sufficient business 2 to enter the 
civil service under this Administration? you name one 
Republican soldier who has been given a preference during the 
past three years? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Speaker, if I were to answer that question 
I would show that I had been making inquiry into the politics of 
those who have et for admission to the civil ce in the 
country—a thing that is forbidden by the law and the spirit of 
the merit system [laughter]—and therefore I am unable to say, in 
reply to my friend, whether any soldiers who have gone into the 
civil service have been Republicans or Democrats. 

Mr. HARDY. As the gentleman is such a close student of civil- 
service reform, I supposed he had investigated the question in all 
its details and knew all aboutit. You evidently do not know 
anything about ciyil service as practiced by this Administration, 
[Laugh a £ 

Mr. W : HINGTON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
a question 

. BROSIUS. Of course anything relating to politics in the 
civil service, which is the essence of the spoils system, is some- 
thing with which a real advocate of the merit system in the civil 
service of the country is not supposed to be conversant. I now 
ask for the previous question. 

Mr. WA And now will you allow nie to ask you 
one question? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Why, with pleasure. 
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Mr. WASHINGTON. In that same line? You decline to in- 


quire into the st of any applicant for this civil 
examination, and say that the merit system eliminates all ques- 
tions of politics; but the gentleman nevertheless insists on an 
en sentiment other than politics, which shall be recog- 
pirog 15 appointments to positions in the civil service, regardless 
of merit. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Well, now, I will let my friend have the bene- 
ey 1 last remark; and will demand the previous question on 

ə bill. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I would like to inquire if there is any 
op’ ity to offer an amendment to this bill? 

e SPEAKER. Not unless the House votes down the demand 

for the previous question. 

Mr. BROSIUS. I yield to the gentleman from Ohio for a ques- 
tion. 


Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, in order that I may under- 
stand the operations of this bill, if it should become a law, I want 
to ask two or three questions, seriously. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is right; go ahead. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. First, I desire the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to state whether these soldiers are required to take 
the examinations necessary for entering the civil service? 

Mr. BROSIUS. My friend will excuse me; my attention was 
diverted and I did not catch the beginning of his question. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. My question is, whether these soldiers 
who are to have the preference are required to take the civil-service 
examination? 

Mr. BROSIUS. Oh, yes. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Then how do they get a preference after 
the examination has taken place 4nd they have passed the civil- 
service examination? 

Mr. BROSIUS. They get the advantage they now have in the 

reentage. The soldier in the limited class under the existing 

aw who gets an average percentage of 65 goes upon the eligible 
list; and the soldiers included in the present bill would have the 
same advantage. Seventy is the lowest average that will place an 
applicant upon the eligible list—that is, the ordinary applicant. 
But in the limited class, soldiers who enjoy the preference under 
the existing law will be placed upon the eligible list if they have 
a ntage of 65; so that they have an advantage of 5 points. 
WILSON of Ohio. Then, after they have passed the exami- 
nation, is there any preference in taking them on the list that is 


sent? 

Mr. BROSIUS. They go to the head of the eligible list and are 
certified. That is the whole of that. I ask for the previous 
question. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Suppose three are certified; does that give any 


preference? 
Mr. BROSIUS. No; not at all. 


The previous question was ordered. i 

The SPEAKE There is a committee amendment which the 
Clerk will report. > Hers 

The amendment was read, as follows: : à 

Pago 2, line 21, after the word “capacity,” insert the word necessary.“ 

The amendment was adopted. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and ; 

Mr. BROSIUS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed, and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROSIUS. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. I have 
a small bill which really ought to be passed, but it is not on this 
Calendar, and my inquiry is, whether it is permissible in this hour 
to move that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. - 

Mr. BROSIUS. Then I have nothing further at this time. 


QUESTION OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Speaker — 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California rises to a 
question or paanui privilege. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Speaker, last Friday I made 
some remarks upon the bill then pending before the House, known 
as the Pacific Railroad funding bill. In the course of my re- 
marks, in order to illustrate the weakness of the opposition to 
the bill coming from California, I undertook to state the real, 
secret, underlying causes of that opposition, and I did it openly, 
bolaly, knowing whereof I spore and being responsible for what 
I said, During the debate the gentleman from Wisconsin 1 
COOPER] made some personal remarks in reference to myself. I 
Was unable to get the floor on Friday to reply to him. On Satur- 
day I was unable to reply to him because he was not in the Hall, 
The floor was tendered to me two or three times by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. PAYNE] then in the chair, but I declined 
to accept it because the gentleman from Wisconsin was still absent 


from the Hall, Yesterday I was unable to get the floor. The gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin is absent now, and therefore I shall have 
nothing to say in reference to his attack. The House, on the 7thda 
of this month, upon the motion of the gentleman from Misso 
[Mr. Husparp], ago aresolution authorizing members who had 
participated in the debate upon the funding bill to extend their 
remarks in the RECORD. Iam not familiar with the rule or the 
tice of the House with reference to the extent of that privi- 
ege. Speaking as one man and as a humble member of the le 
profession, I would understand such a resolution to mean that a 
member, having addressed the House upon a 8 eas ure, 
would be permitted to amplify the remarks that he had upon 
the bill, and not to go outside of that. k 

I was informed yesterday by two or three members of this 
House, among them my honorable friend from North Carolina [Mr. 
LinnEy], that the tleman from California, from the Fourth 
Con onal district [Mr. MAGUIRE], intended to assail me per- 
son: Y upon the floor yesterday, and to call me to account for 
what I had said, not with reference to himself, but with reference 
to someoneelse. Iwaited here yesterday all day, though not well, 
in order to be for the ‘‘ roasting” that I was to receive, 
and to endeavor, with the permission of the Chair, in a feeble 
manner, to reply to anything that might be said. This morni 
my attention is called to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, where 
find, upon pages 706 and 707, what purports to bea speech delivered 
by the gentleman from California [Mr. Macuire}, in which one 
whole column is devoted to a bitter personal assault upon myself, 
That speech was not delivered upon the floor of this House. That 
speech was not delivered anywhere, except by writing it upon 
paper, handing it to the Reporter, and haying it printed in the 

ECORD. 

I am not here, Mr, Speaker, to say anything in reference to 
whether or not that is a violation of the rules of the House. I 
leave that question for other, older, and more experienced mem- 
bers to determine. But I am here to endeavor to say afew words 
with reference to the matters contained therein, in order that the 
antidote may go with the poison, for whatever may be the view of 
the House with reference to that which I deem to be a violation 
of its rules, whatever may be the action of the House with refer- 
ence to what I deem to be a wanton and malicious disre; of 
the rights of a member of this House, and a wanton breaking of 
a rule of this House in publishing a personal attack upon a brother 
member, in his absence, under the guise of extending remarks 
made upon the floor, whatever may be the action of this House, 
whether it shall permit this matter to stand in the RECORD, or 
shall expunge it, or shall take no action, the attack has already 
gone broadcast all over the United States under the sanction of hav- 
ing been delivered in this House, when it never was, and I there- 
fore have a right to speak upon it. In addition, I am handed 
to-day by a brother member of this House, the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. MOZLEY], a copy of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat of 
Monday morning, in which the correspondent of that paper says 
Mr. MAGUIRE is going to roast me; is going to allude to what 
has happened in my life;-is going, in his language, to cause 
GROVE JOHNSON’S ged skeletons to be led forth,” and he states 
2 Mr. MAGUIRE says he is going to say in reference to the 
matter. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, this was no sudden burst of wrath. It 
was intended by the gentleman from California to be given to the 

le, and to given without allowing me an opportunity to 
8 and to be given in what it seems to me is a cowardly 
and unmanly manner. I would not, in order to secure the success 
of any measure in which I may be interested, assail a member of 
this House in his absence to secure a unanimous vote; and my 
action with reference to the gentleman from Wisconsin 5 
COOPER], which is known to the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. PAYNE], shows that I would not. 

Now, what is said in reference to me? And I have a right 
speak of it now, because telegraphic advices that I have recei 
from California state to me that Mr. William R. Hearst has already 
published in the columns of his paper, the San Francisco Exam- 
iner, the speech alleged to have been made by Mr. MAGUIRE upon 
this floor, and in addition, that he has published the echoes of a 
speech delivered against me in 1871, in which certain of my youth- 
ful actions were brought to light, and in which I was made to 
appear in every manner possible for a man to appear when he was 
not being put in a proper attitude, Inasmuch, therefore, as this 
has been published; inasmuch as every member of this House 
receives a copy of the Examiner free of charge; inasmuch as on 
Friday mo g that paper will be placed upon the desk of every 
member, again reiterating the statements of the gentleman from 
California, I may just as well face this matter and answer this 
question now as to wait until then 

In this speech alleged to have been made by the gentleman from 
California [Mr. MAGUIRE] he does not 8 of matters directly. 
He dares not. In this House he made no remarks, and the gen- 
tleman from Iowa Bur. BURN] told him the reason why. In 
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this speech he makes a cowardly . me, but has 
not the courage to state it openly and f y- In that he is 
lacking the courage of the man that ordered him to assail me, 
William R. Hearst. 

I accept the insinuation. I am not here to seek shelter behind 
anything. I am here to meet any charge that can be made against 
me and to explain every action in my life, if need be, that has 
been alluded to by this man in what I think a cowardly and 
unmanly attack upon me, > 

It is true, sir, that thirty-four years ago I was in trouble in the 
State of New York. It is true, sir, that thirty-four years ago I 
was indicted. It is true, sir, that thirty-four years ago I did go 
to the State of California to endeavor to rear a new home for 
myself. It is untrue that I went there under any name except 
that of Grove L. JOHNSON, as the gentleman from Syracuse [Mr. 
Pool], who has known me from boyhood, knows. I went to 
Sacramento. I settled there in 1865 as GROVE L. JOHNSON, well 
knowing the charge against me, the people in 8. use well 
knowing it and my residence in Sacramento. I worked in Sacra- 
mento day in 5 day out, and by the blessing of God and the 
help of my wife and through my own labor I was able to pay 
back every dollar of indebtedness that I owed in the city of Syra- 
cuse, in the State of New York. -[Loudap el Every charge 
against me was dismissed. The very men that suffered peoun- 
iary loss at my hands were the first ones to congratulate me upon 
my success. And I visited Syracuse in 1870, and nearly every 
year since—always as Grove L. JOHNSON. 4 

Now, while in Sacramento every man knew me, I am not of 
that sort, as you all know, that can sit idly by without taking 
part in any fight or discussion. Why, sir, it is natural to me to 
indulge in politics and to fight, and Tal ways fight hard. I am 

erfectly willing to receive as well as to give blows. And Cali- 
Lornia is not the most peaceable country in the world. I have 
always been indulging in political battles there. Every man in 
California, every man in Sacramento, knew of er past history. 
I never concealed it. Why, sir, with full knowledge of all these 
against me, I became a member of the Independent Order 

of Odd Fellows; and notwithstanding that eve: dd Fellow in 
my city and in my State knew of these charges I was elevated to 
the highest position nearly in the order, and met in sovereign 
and lodge with my learned friend from Connecticut [Mr. 

5 as a representative of the grand lodge of the State of Cal- 
ifornia. They knew what I had done, but they knew that I had 
tried to live an honest life in California, and unlike this human 
hyena from the Fourth district [Mr. MaGu1RrE] they did not dig 
up the grave of the past in order to injure my wife, my children, 
and myself, but they met me as one man should meet another. 

I became, Mr. Speaker, with a full knowledge of these matters, 
a member of the Improved Order of Red Men, and have filled the 
highest offices in the gift of that order in the State of California, 
and met with its great council of the United States, as the honor- 
able gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Moopy] can testify, and 
as the honorable gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. LOUDENSLAGER 
knows. And every man in that order knew of these charges an 
this talk against me, and that I had been assailed in this manner. 
With reference to other orders, it was the same. I am a member 
and officer of the Druids, the Knights of Pythias, and other kindred 
fraternal societies just the same, and I became a member of and 
president of the Exempt Firemen’s Association of Sacramento 
with all of this knowl before those who elected me in all of 
these organizations. And in 1877 I was a candidate for a member 
of the assembly in Sacramento County. I went before that con- 
vention, and I said to the members of the convention, ‘‘ Gentle- 
men, I will tell 7 “nf history.” I told them the truth about 
these charges. I said I had been indicted, but that I had paid off 
every dollar of . I said to them, I do not want 
any member of body to vote for me and after he has cast his 
vote be permitted to say that had he known of these things he 
would have voted against me.” 

After that statement these men of Sacramento, with 3 
of all of these charges, gave me the nomination by a three- fo 
majority, and I was elected by an overwhelming majority in my 
own county. Afterwards I served my term as an assemblyman, 
and was nominated unanimously to the State senate and elected, 
receiving the vee, owe vote of any candidate. That was the condi- 
tion of affairs then, although every man in that county knew of 
2 life and the circumstances connected with my going to Cali- 

‘ornia. 

Afterwards I was renominated for the State senate, and after- 
wards I carried my county unanimously, as the nominee for mem- 
ber of Congress in 1892, in the face of these Saeed ore although I 
was beaten in the nomination in the district. In 1894 I was unan- 
imously nominated for Congress, and again had the support of 
the people of my district, and notwithstanding the fact that these 
charges were again scattered throughout the district, with a full 
knowledge of my history, I was unanimously nominated and 
1 elected, being the first Republican elected from the 
distric 


I speak of these things, Mr. Speaker, to show that I never con- 
cealed that sad blot on my life. I speak of it to show to you and 
to this House and to the country that I am not afraid of my life, 
Can every man in the United States, can every member of this 
House, say the same thing as boldly and courageously as I do? I 
know Í did wrong. Ihave repented of it, and I have paid up all 
of the obligations that I contracted. Ihave made amends for it, 
and the people with whom I have lived and have been associated 
have known of the facts. Since then in Sacramento I have built 
up a name and fame and I have been honored with the nomina- 
tions and elections to important offices, and the confidence of the 
men who know me in that community has been given unto me. 

In 1896 I was renominated for Congress, and the bitterest fight 
against me was made that was ever made against any man on 
earth, You, Mr. Speaker, yourself have knowledge of that fact, 
because you were present in California and took part in that cam- 
paign; the honorable gentleman from Maine [Mr. BOUTELLE] 

ows of the fact, for he was present and participated in the cam- 

as also did the honorable gentlemen from Massachusetts 

5 MoCaLu and Mr. ApsLEY]. They can all testify to the con- 
tion of affairs eela alas they were present in my district. 
And yet, Mr. Speaker, in view of those facts, despite the bitter 
fight made against me * andalthough Sacramento County 
we 800 majority for Bryan, I carried every election district in 

o city of Sacramento, my home, 5 1,200 majority 
in the county. [Applause.] The district is Democratic; it gaye 
Bryan over 2,000 ority. 

refer to this, sir, to show that the people of Sacramento, who 
know me well, and who knew of the charges made against me, 
regarded them as they would the rattle in the tail of a toothless 
snake, which is heard without exciting alarm. But during that 
entire campaign, from the very beginning to the end of it, I was 
the recipient of the vilest abuse from the paper conducted by this 
man Hearst—the vilest abuse that was ever heaped on a man. 
That paper was filled with the bitterest slanders and the vilest 
caricatures of myself. Every man here has received a copy of it. 
You tlemen who were present in our State during t 
vass know the facts of which I speak. You know how our hon- 
ored Speaker was caricatured by that paper during the campaign, 
because you were present and saw it. You know how bitter were 
the assaults that were made upon him. The panes from 
Maine [Mr. BouTELLE] knows how he was assailed by that infa- 
mous paper; but the bitterness of the assaults upon our honored 
Speaker were but as drops of water compared to the roar of the 
cataract of Niagara to the assaults that were made on me. I am a 
man, with all the sentiments and 3 a man, and can stand 
a reasonable amount of punishment, although I am not invulner- 
able to every shaft. But in addition, while my wife lay sick upon 
her bed doring the campaign, from which sickness the d rs 
said she might not perhaps recover, this infamous wretch sent 
copies of his paper to my wife; and in order that she might be 
gaven the agony of reading the abuse of her husband, he cut out 

editorials and the caricatures from his paper, put them in envel- 
opes sealed them, and sent them to her as correspondence, until 

e doctor directed my daughters never to give my wife a letter 
until they had first read it themselves to know what was in it. 

Is it wonderful that, having been assailed in this manner, I 
struck back when the opportunity came? Is there a man here 
who would do less, ex the gentleman from the Fourth distric 
JAMES G. MAGUIRE? there a man here who would not protec 
his wife? Is there anyman here who would not protect himself? 
I have no newspaper. I did what I did boldly. Iknew the attacks 
would be made upon me. I knew I would be assailed in the col- 
umns of this paper. I knew I would be assailed by others, but I 
did not e to be attacked in this cowardly, this unmanly, this 
underhanded method of printing in the RECORD a speech that 
never was deliveredin the House, There is a race of men in Ire- 
land called ‘‘informers.” There is a race of men in Italy called 
„bravos.“ There is a race of men in Russia called “ paid police 
. Either one of those would have scorned to do what the gen- 

eman from California [Mr. MAGUIRE] did with reference to me. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I say to you, I say to the House, that in this 
matter I did what I thought was right. I had aright to oppose 
any measure or to favor it. I had the right to favor the funding 
bill. The gentleman running the San Francisco Examiner had a 
right to oppose it. He had no right to abuse and to vilify me 
because I favored it. He had a right to discuss it freely an log- 
ically, and yet he saw fit, without other cause—for I appeal confi- 
dently to the columns of that paper, to the fact that they never 
assailed anything in my Congressional life except my friendshi 
for the funding bill—without other reason he abused and malign 
me, as I have stated, and I struck back. I think I did right. It 
may be that other men are so tinctured with the teachings of the 
meek and lowly One who taught us from Calvary’s Mount that 
they would sit quietly by and not attempt to defend themselves. 
It may be that other members of this House would do that, but I 
can not. I have never been taught to believe that it was good doc- 
trine in public life, if a man smite thee on one cheek, to turn the 
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other,” and if he smote you on that cheek, then I hig h thought 
it was nahh in the language of Brigham Young, to do the best 
you could to defend yourself and punish him. So in this I have 
attempted to explain Hearst’s connection with the matter. Ihaye 
attempted to speak of his conduct with reference to this matter in 
proper terms. I feel that I did what was right. 

Every charge that I made inst Hearst is capable of proof. 
I do not shelter myself behind my constitutional N 
Whatever I say as a Congressman I am responsible for personally 
and 3 as a man. I have nothing to hide. My life is 
open. I have told you here to-day of it because of the assault 
made upon me. I ask you now is it right, I ask you is it manly, I 

k you is it decent, for one man to assail another in this under- 
handed and what I deem cowardly manner as the gentleman from 
California [Mr. MAGUIRE] has so wickedly attacked me. I ask 

ou gentlemen from the Sunny South, in whose veins is supposed 
to run blood that is hotter than in those from the other parts of 
the nation, I ask you if you indorse that kind of an attack, to 
assail a man without notice, to give notice to all the Se ir cee 
reporters that you propose to attacka man in the House, and then 
to print your remarks in the Recorp that you never made upon 
the floor of the House? 

Go you to the mountains and 8 of Tennessee, go you to the 
mountains and plains of South Carolina, go you to the mountains 
and plains of Mississippi, go you to the vast plains of Missouri, 
go yon all over the South, go you to Virginia, that mother of States 
and statesmen; ask your people there i eer. indorse that kind of 
treatment of one man by another. And the answer you know 
for you know it in your hearts, you know what the answer would 
be, that they would say to you as one man, RICHARDSON, and 
CaTcHINGs, and TALBERT, and HALL, and OrEx, and Swanson, 
and MCMILLIN, they would say, ‘‘ Repudiate such attacks upon a 
brother member, or we will forever hurl you from power in these 
States.” And I appeal to you men from the North, men whose 
blood does not course with the same fiery vigor, but men that 
knowing your rights, dare maintain them, men who in the cooler 
winds of the North think twice before you act once, I appeal to 
1 85 is it right, is it decent, is it manly thus to attack a man be- 


d his back? I appeal to you, the patriarch of this House, that 


men are glad to honor, the man who was S er thirty-four years 
ago. Search your recollection and see if even the antebellum 
days brought out an incident like this. 25 
So, if you can take your mind back to the time when Pryor and 
Potter and Burlingame had their discussions, see if any man 
attacked another in this cowardly and underhanded method. And 
you, from the great States of Pennsylvania and New York; and 
ou from the State of Ohio; and you gentlemen from New Eng- 
tend, that is always true to the right, I ask you is it right, is it 
decent, is it manly, that a man should be attacked in this under- 
handed—in my judgment cowardly, indecent, and unmanly—way 
in which I have been assailed by the person who represents the 
Fourth Congressional district of California? I ask you to answer 
to yourselves; I ask you to ask your wives as to whether it is right. 
Lask you to ask your God when you go before him in the solitude of 
your chamber is it right. I submit that it is wrong. [Applause.] 
It may be said I assailed a man that was not present; and the 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Cooper], speaking of it, said I 
was sovany in so doing. Wardly in assailing a man who had 
assailed me for more than a year, that lives in New York, that is 
safely ensconced in the fortress of his house in New York, who 
sends his order 3,500 miles to California to have me attacked when 
I can not reply nor see him! Is that cowardly? If the gentleman 
from Wisconsin thinks that 1 am at all cowardly, or if the gentle- 
man from California thinks I am at all cowardly, let either of 
them repeat to me outside this Chamber what they said in this 
Chamber, and their curiosity will be appeased. [Applause.] 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I have no desire to trespass longer upon your 
time. I have to say to you that I have spoken out of the fullness 
of my heart. It is not an easy matter to be compelled to speak of 
these things. It is not an easy matter; but I submit to you that 
in every civilized nation on earth there is a statute of limitations 
running against every grade of crime. The 2 tell us 
that man changes every seven years; and here for thirty-four years 
I have lived in California. For thirty-four years I have tried to 
make a living for myself, my children, and my grandchildren who 
have been born unto me (and I have taken good care of them); 
and now, in my old age, when I can only look backward and not 
forward in life; when but few more years are given to me; when 
I ought to be permitted to enjoy a few years of peace, is it right 
that a man should go back thirty-four years and unlock the doors 
of the secret recesses of the past to bring up the skeleton of my 
oe conduct before you and exhibit it to the people of the 
nited States, especially in this sneaking, cowardly manner? Is 
it right? Ought not there to be a statute of limitations to the 
past of a man? Is it right that a man should thus be cowardly 
assailed? If I should say what I was going to say, it would not be 
proper. I say, is it right, is it proper to go back thirty-four years 
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in the life of a man and bring out the follies and crimes of his 
youth and forever throw them at him? 

I beg of you to deal in this matter fairly; and I say, Mr. Speaker 
and gentlemen, in conclusion, that I have tried to do my duty as 
a member of Congress, that I have always done what I deemed to 
be proper. Sometimes I may have spoken perhaps harshly, but 
always I have been willing to do everything to help my brother 
members. I have tried to do my duty. I have never concealed 
my feelings or my thoughts in my life—I never have here in this 
House—and I submit this question to you now. I submit to you 
older men, upon whose heads has fallen that frost that knows no 
melting until the summons of Azrael, the King of Death, is heard 
by you. I submit it to you younger men, who rejoice in the future 
pleasures of life; I submit it to you all—is it right that a man 
should be assailed in this manner? Isit right that there should 
be no limit to the abuse of newspapers when they seek to terror- 
ize a man from the 
Is it right for a coward thus to strike a secret blow, as this man 
from California . MAGUIRE] has done? May the day come 
in the history of this nation when men will be judged absolutely 
by their acts in the present, when no man, no newspaper, will be 
permitted to assail a man by delving into the mysterious recesses 
of the past, to bring sorrow to his wife, sorrow to his children, 
sorrow to his grandchildren, and sorrow to his gray hairs, when 
he is trying to make a living for his children and doing his duty 
to his God. [Applause.] 

Mr. MAGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, in reply to the speech of the 
gentleman from California [Mr. e I desire to say that I 
never printed anything anywhere in my life or asked another to 
print it or to say it that I was not myself ready to say in the pres- 
ence of any man on earth. 

On Friday last, sir, one of the most remarkable, one of the most 
outrageous, one of the most malicious speeches that I ever heard, 
or that in my opinion was ever delivered in a respectable assem- 
bly of gentlemen, was delivered by the gentleman from Califor- 
nia. It contained an assault upon an absent man, upon a man 
who had no right to defend himself or even to say nay in this 
cnt upon a man who had no legal right to put even his 

enial of the false charges made against him in the permanent 
RECORD of this House to which the gentleman from California 
committed his charges. 

Iwas unable on Saturday to complete my speech, which was inter- 
rupted by the expiration of my time before I reached the part of 
which the gentleman complains. I could not get the floor again to 
complete it, although I had been assured by gentlemen who would, I 
thought, be able to control the matter that I should have fifteen 


or twenty minutes, as I had been excluded from the general debate. 


I was unable to finish my speech because of the persistent objec- 
tion of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Harun. On Monday I 
came here with the intention of delivering that part of my speech - 
to which the gentleman from California refers upon a question 
of personal privilege, and discussed with the Speaker the question 
of my right to rise to a question of privilege concerning these par- 
ticular matters. The Speaker, after consideration, took the view, 
and I think properly, that I had no right to deliver that part of 
my Saturday’s h upon a question of privilege. There was 
then no means left to me to defend the man whom the gentleman 
from California had so unjustly, so cowardly, so falsely assailed 
upon this floor but to print in the RECORD, under the permission 
pran by the House, the remainder of my h as it would have 
n delivered had it not been for the objections of the gentleman 
from Iowa. The only difference between that part of the speech 
as it ee in the RECORD and as it would have been delivered 
on the floor if I had had the opportunity to so deliver it is that the 
speech in the RECORD is mild by comparison. 
That part of the speech to which the gentleman refers makes 
no direct assault upon the gentleman from California, except that 
it brands as false certain statements which he made. Any mem- 


ber of the House might read the speech from beginning to end 
without discovering any unparliamentary reference to the gentle- 
ressions of dissent.] It was only because his knowl- 


man. 
page enabled him to identify the man described in the picture I 
drawn of the author of the most malicious, malignant charge 
relating to the early life, to the boyhood of an absent man whom 
he had so cowardly assailed, that he felt so outraged. He has 
spoken of a statement published in the St. Louis Globe-Democrat 
1 to set forth what I was going to say. I have no recol- 
ection of having been interviewed by anybody representing the 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat, and I have not seen the article to 
which the gentleman refers, but it was an open secret that I 
intended to defend and vindicate my friend Mr. Hearst, whom 
the gentleman had foully assailed, and to whose noble and honored 
mother he 7 to bring the grief and anguish which he whines 
about having brought to members of his own family by state- 
ments which he knew Mr. Hearst himself would allow to pass 
him as the idle wind which he r ts not. 
It was well known that I would reply. It was well known to 
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the gentleman himself thatif I had an bi pale I would not 

t the character or reputation of a d of mine to stand 
undefended or unvindicated any more than I would permit the 
same assault upon myself to pass unchallenged. The KERATAN 
whines about what he calls the attack upon himself. thinks 
only of himself—his own a e self. He thinks not of grief, 
thinks not of trouble, thinks not of anguish, until it strikes the 
only man on earth he cares about—himself. Why did he not think 
of these things before making an assault on Mr. Hearst. Why 
did he not think of what the people of the Southern States, and the 
people of the Northern States, and the people of the Western States, 
would think of such a cowardly assault? The man who has made 
this whining, weeping, tearful speech before you this morning, 
pleading with you to believe that I should not have replied to him 
as I did, used this language concerning an absent man, whose 
character or whose life, either in boyh or in manhood, was not 

a Seating pestivenbe E NE 10 of e 
: e€ g paragrap 8, 9, an e column on page 
710 of the daily RECORD.) 

The tleman from California said these thi of an absent 
man. They are false, and it ill becomes him, after mang that 
language, to whine about oy answer to his charges. [A use.] 
He need not concern himself about my courage or that of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin . COOPER]. In California I should 
pay little heed to what the gentleman says; but here, with his 
right to print in the RECORD, with his i to make a ent 
record of whatever ha may choose to say in the way of vilification 
of other men, it is quite different. $ 

He states, by way of justification of his attack on Mr. Hearst on 
Friday last, that Mr. Hearst during the last campaign had sent 
edito and caricatures denouncing him and holding him up to 
ridicule to his wife while she was sick. Mr. Hearst has not been 
in California for over a year, except perhaps for two or three days 
on business, when he had no tjme to think of the gentleman from 
California or his concerns. He has been living in New York for 
more than a year, conducting one of the greatest newspapers 
printed in the English bee ay PR acy ahs and applause|—the 

on 


eatest newspaper printed continent. [Renewed laugh- 

r and applause. } 

Mr. WILL A. STONE. Will you kindly tell us what that 
paper is 


eSPEAKER. The House will be in order. 
Mr. MAGUIRE. Iam ee to the supporters of Mr. 
‘JOHNSON in his assault upon Mr, Hearst. 

Mr. Hearst did not send nor direct to be sent to the wife of the 

entleman the editorials or caricatures of which he speaks; and 

e gentleman from California should know it, if he does not. 

Now, sir, the speech of which the gentleman opisna 3 
C00 ˙ AITA Gotten of VEIAS 

t was a part of my 0 Y, only a portion of w 
I had an opportunity to deliver. It was in answer to an argu- 
ment made in favor of the Pacific Railroad funding bill, and the 
part of which the gentleman complains is confined strictly to 
answering the charge. I have no apology to make for having 
— Tona bag pc I would 7. Net Aa the eee on 17. 

oor opportunity. Not having portunity, 
I printed the whole of Tho speech that I was here to deliver, under 
the permission given by the House to members 1 2 to com- 

lete their speeches in the RECORD when they not time to 

iver them in full on the floor. 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. S r, I very much dislike being brought 
into this controversy, but 1 find my friend of nearly years 
ago assailed in a bitter and a cowardly manner, and I can not sit in 
my seat and k uiet under such a condition of things. 

Arr. RICHARDSON, Mr. Speaker, I rise toa question of order. 
It is impossible for us to hear what the gentleman is saying. I 
ask for order. - 

The SPEAKER. The House is somewhat in confusion, but the 
Chair has no doubt it will be in order at once. 

Order having been restored, 

Mr. POOLE. Thegentleman from California, GROVE L. JOHN- 
SON, was my playmate in youth, and I feel honored by his 

uaintance to-day. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point of order. So 
far as the parties to this controversy are concerned, I take the 
same view that every other member of the House seems to have 
taken, in favor of giving the greatest latitude to their state- 
ments, but it strikes me there ought to be something before the 
House before the gentleman from New York [Mr. Pool] pro- 
ceeds with his remarks. If the gentleman will state any question 
of privilege to which he has the right to rise, I would be the last 
to controvert his right in that respect. But as the two principals 
in this controversy have been heard, it strikes me, unless what 
the gentleman from New York is about to submit pertains to a 
question of 1 this debate should not be extended. 

Mr. aoe . Before I conclude my remarks, which will be 
very short—— 


tleman from New York can only ad- 
us consent, in view of the objection, 


Mr. POOLE. I ask unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. 0 pensam from New York asks unani- 
mong consent to make a statement to the House. Is there objec- 

on 


Mr. MCMILLIN. To what does the gentleman propose to direct 
his remarks? I think fhat is a pertinent inquiry, because if the 
gentleman obtains unanimous consent he have the floor for 


an hour. 
Mr. POOLE. Ishall move, at the proper time, to expunge from 
the RECORD a fae of the 5 N 

Mr. McMILLIN. Then I suggest, if the gentleman is going to 
move any proceeding of the House, that his remarks will more 
properly come on his motion. With all kindness, I suggest to him 
that that is the better way to proceed. 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. S er, I move now to expun 
RECORD the said to have been delivered by 
and published in this morning’s RECORD. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I will inquire of the gentleman whether he 
Proponer to do that without having read at the desk the remarks 

> be expunged? The proper course, it seems to me, would be to 
dispose of the matter upon a motion to refer it to the appropriate 
committee, as was done in the case of the controversy of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. WALKER] with Mr. Williams 
and others in a former session. I shall not resist any motion the 
gentleman may make in that direction, but I hope that whatever 
may be done will be regularly done, and think reference to a com- 


of the House best. 
. POOLE. Mr. S er, I will send to the desk the RECORD 
and ask that the portions I have marked be expunged from the 
RECORD; and on that motion I wish to S 

Mr. MITCHELL. _Is it proper, Mr. Speaker, to offer an amend- 
ment at this time? If so, uld like to move an amendment 
that the remarks of a personal character which have been deliv- 
ered by the gentleman from California [Mr. JOHNSON] against 
Mr. Hearst and reflecting on his past be also expunged. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think that would be in 
order. The Clerk will report the proposition of the gentleman 
from New York. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out, on TOT of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, the following words 
»The foulest anil akl of the gentleman's 8 s 
of 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will simply indicate ioe on 
the RECORD the tleman from New York proposes to o out. 
The Clerk as follows: : 
Strike out all after the word “ detail,” in the second paragraph. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York must put his 


from the 
. MAGUIRE 


proposition in writing. 
r. POOLE. Very well, Mr. Speaker, 
I now move to strike out the language that I have marked in 
the RECORD. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will indicate the language. 

The Clerk read as follows; 

Strike out in the second column on 707 of the Rxconp the 
commencing with the words “ The foulest and falsest,” and coding with ‘be 
words “ unscrupulous revenge.“ 

Mr. McMILLIN. I make the point, with the view to determin- 
ing the matter, that this must be referred to the proper committee 
under the rules of the House. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks if it is a question of privilege 
the House must paes upon it. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I no doubt about what the ruling of the 
Chair would be. I therefore move, Mr. Speaker, its reference to 
the Committee on Rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman from New 
York is first entitled to be heard. 

Mr. McoMILLIN. Certainly. . 

Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker, in making this motion I am actu- 
ated by only one motive. The attack of the gentleman from 
California T. MAGUIRE] upon my friend from California, 
GROVE L. JOHNSON, erroneous in many important particulars, 
as I think 1 can explain to the House, and as such I do not think _ 
that the gentleman from California himself [Mr. MAGUIRE] can 
afford to have the lan e which he has inserted in the RECORD 
remain as a part of the official records of this body. 

_ I have known Grove L. JOHNSON, as I was saying a few 
moments ago, ever since boyhood. We were schoolmates almost 

years ago, and I have known him all his life, and am proud 
to have been always his friend. He was as bright a scholar 
as any in the district school in the city of Syracuse, where he 
was born, and where he was raised e comes of an excellent 
family, his father, whom I well remember, being a member of the 
bar. 5 with honor at the high school of Syracuse 
he studied law and built up a good practice. He was elected time 
after time a member of school board of the city, and was 


p 
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1897. 
ee because of the same good qualities which 
e has exhibited upon this floor. 

It is true, Mr. Speaker, that at one time in his life he had the 
misfortune to become very heavily involved in debt. He then did 
what other men in similar circumstances have done—left his home 
and went westward; but he went under his own name, and we all 
knew where he could be found. There was no concealment about 
it. We all knew where he was; we knew where he could be found 
and that hecould have been returned at any time if desired. But 
we did not care to send for him. We all had faith in Grove L. 
JOHNSON; we knew that he was aman df honor, and that although 
he had made mistakes, if he was given time he would redeem 
himself, as he did. It was but a very few months before the 
charge that he was in hiding was proved to be false. It was 
scarcely two months after leaving his home before he sent money 
back to partially redeem the outstanding indebtedness, and to-day 
he does not owe a dollar. And not eg Gera Mr. er, not 
only did he pay the principal of the debt, but he paid in upon 
it. He comes back there year after year, and GROVE L. JOHNSON 
is and liked by all of our ple. 

Mr. Speaker, when aman in after life as GROVE L. JOHNSON 
has done, attempted to prove and sustain his honor, he should not 
be assailed by a gentleman on this floor who knows ing of 
the circumstances except what he may have heard through the 
slanders in the San Francisco Examiner, and I think it would be 
unjust to the gentleman from California [Mr. MAGUIRE] to allow 
the words that he has uttered to remain in the ent records 
of this Congress in the speech which was published in the RECORD 
this morning. 

I i sir, the motion will prevail. I reserve the remainder of 
my time. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire to discuss the 
motion at the t time, and I address my remarks to the gen- 
tlemen on the other side. I think the proper course is to refer 
this to an a iate committee. We had just such a precedent 
in a former Congress under the alleged abuse of the pees of 
printing by a gentleman from Massachusetts inst one of his 
colleagues from that State, Mr. Williams, and House on that 
occasion, when its attention was called to it, took the course [have 
suggested and referred the matter to a committee of the House for 
consideration and report, and finally disposed of it upon the com- 
mittee’s report. 

The committee can report what, if anything, ought to be stricken 
out. I make this suggestion the more fealty because the com- 
mittee can take co; 
1 to go out and What should not, if anything. I hope there 

ill be no objection, therefore, to that m, and they can 
report at any time. I would suggest that it be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. They have charge of matters of print- 
ing; or any other committee to which it is referred will be satis- 


factory to me, 
Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, if it is proposed to refer this 
matter to the Committee on Printing, I may as well say now for 


myself that I would be unwilling to review matter that has e 
into the RECORD by consent of the House in debate on the r. 
If it was objectionable, any member at that time could have risen 
in hia plage and objected, and it would not have appeared. Now, 
the only question involved is as to this matter printed in the 
RECORD, under consent of the House, as to whether if it had been 
offered or spoken on the floor it would have been objected to at that 
time. Repeatedly, for m , I have protested against this gen- 
eral consent to print. I do not believe in it. I believe that the 
RECORD should contain only the matter spoken here upon the floor, 
or some paper which the House directly gives its consent to be 
rinted the RECORD. The only question that would come 
ore the committee upon this reference would be this language 
which is cited to the House now, upon page 707 of the RECORD, 
It occurs to me that if the House desires to act upon this matter, 
it has all the information that any committee could give, and is 
competent to act now as well as at any other time. The com- 
mittee, I can say for myself, would not be willing to consider this 
matter which has preceded and which has been spoken on the 
floor in the presence of the members, when an opportunity was 
open for any member to object if he saw fit. 

McMILLIN. I would suggest to the gentleman that the 
course I have indicated is the one always taken in cases of this 
kind. I have known no variation from it; and it strikes me that 
another day is a better time to settle a matter of this sort, and if 
for no other reason, I think the reference should be made. 

Mr. PERKINS. For myself, I am as 9 to report as at 
t language out of 


any other time. Iam in favor of striking 
the permanent RECORD. |Ap 
Mr. MAGUIRE. 8 
Ths SERAKHE, Par het purpose does’ the gentleman trom 
e . For what purpose does the eman : 
Minnesota rise? re 
Mr. TOWNE. I desire to move an amendment, 


lause. | 
‘er— 


ance of the whole speech; can say what fail 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman offers an amendment. 
Mr. MITCHELL. Ishould like to ask whether the motion which 


I suggested before ht not come in now as an amendment. 
The SPEAKER. th 


ere is already one amendment offered, 
which the Clerk will re á 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Amend by adding “to strike out also paragraphs 8, 9, and 10 on 705 or 
the à wi ‘ g f 
bas aera Perryn: tattooed . te ain red ge! 
Mr. NORTHWAY. I rise to a point of order—that that is not! 
a germane amendment. 
The SPEAKER. It is not at all germane. 
. I should like to move an amendment to 
75 TOWNE. Is the point of order made against the amend- 
men 
The SPEAKER. The point of order is made by the gentleman 
from Ohio . NORTHWAY]. 
Mr. DOC. Y. Would it be in order to move to refer the 
whole matter to the Committee on Rules? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee . McMir- 
a) ee eae to the Committee on Printing. 

. McMILLIN. As the chairman of the Committee on Print- 
ing says he has prejudged the case, I have no objection to referring 
the matter to the Committee on Rules, inasmuch as there is some 
ee of preference that it should go to the Committee on 

es. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Let it go to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. MOMILLIN. I have no objection and no preference as to 
what committee it is referred to. I think it ought to be referred. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri moves that the 
matter be referred to the Committee on Rules. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. DOCKERY demanded a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 52, noes 87. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Let us have the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 67, nays 128, noti 

voting 165; as follows: 
YEAS—47. 

Abbott, De Armond, Latimer, Sayers, 
Aldrich, T. H. Dingley, Lawson, Simpkins, 
Allen, Utah Dolliver, Layton. 

nderson, Ellett, Livingston, Spencer, 

ey E Loud, Stokes, 

Bartlett, Ga. a McClellan, Sulzer, 
Bell, Colo. Fitzgerald, M „Ky. Swanson, 

> Hagon M Talbert, 
Broderick, er, Nebr. McDearmon, Tate, 

Buck, Harrison, McMillin, Terry, 

. Hartman, Neill, Towne, 
Cobb, Hendrick, en, Tucker, 
Cockrell, Hilborn, vy Washington, 
Cooper, Tex. Howard, 8 
oui FFF 

rson, ones, e 
Cummings, Kleberg, 

NAYS—123. 
A Doolit! Pu 
Aitken, pagate, . b Fah. “4 
Apsley, Ellis. Leonard. Reeves, 
Arno! Evans, Lewis, Rinaker, 
Arn R. Fenton, Linney, Royse. 
Avery, 0 Linton, Russell, Conn. 
Baker, N. H. te, Loudenslager, Scranton, 
oe. er, z Smith, III. 
Barrett, Slee Snover, 
Boner” Gillett, take McCormick, S : 

0 e ITY, 
Boutelio, Grow, McEwan, 8 
Bross Hardy, ` M Step 5 

us, > ercer, p 
F 

m, Mo, ‘eatwo! e ne, 

Okio pburn, oody, Stone, 
Calderhead, Hermann, orse, Strong, 
* og Mozley, Taft, 

R. Mo. Hill. Murphy. Tayler, 
Cod 3 Murray, 

Connolly, Huff, Northway, 8 
Cook, Wis. Hulick. Van Voorhis, 
Corliss, H Overstreet, adsw 
Crowther, Hunter, Parker, Wanger, 
Curtis, lowa J Payne, Warner, 
Curtis, Kans. Joy, Pearson, Watson, Ohie 
Dalzell, Kiefer, kins, illis, 

‘ord, Kir itney, ‘ood, 
Daniels, Knox, Poole, Wright. 
Dayton, y. Powers, 

NOT VOTING—16. 
Acheogn Baker, Md. Berry. Burrell, 
Aldri F. Bankhead, Cannon, 
aig oes Blue, Cate 
Allen, Bartholdt, Boatner, Clark, lowa 
Andrews, Bartlett, N. Y. Bowers, Clarke, 
= £2 ca ee 
Dy wi, 
er, Bell, Tex. Cooke, III. 
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Cooper, Fla. Henry, Conn. Meredith, So: 
Sooper: Wis. Henry, Ind. Meyer, Southwick, 
Co Hitt, Mil es, 8 
Cowen, Hooker, Miller, Kans. 8 5 
Cox, Howe. Miller, W. Va. Stewart, N. J. 
Crowley, Howell, en, trait, 
Crump, Hubbard, Mil Strode, Nebr. 
Curtis, N. Y. Huling, Miner, N. Y. Strowd, N. C. 
Denny, +- Hurley, Mondell, Sulloway, 
De Witt, Hyde, Money, Tawney, 
Dinsmore, Johnson, Cal. Moses, Thorp, 
Dockery, Johnson, In Newlands, _ Tracewell, 
Dovener, Johnson, N Noonan, Treloar, 
¥ em. Odell, Turner, Ga. 
Kendall, Phillips, Turner, Va- 
Fischer, Kerr, Pickler, ler, 
F. Kulp, Price, pdegraff, 
Fowler, Kyle, Prince, Van Ho: 
Gamble, Lefever, Quis, Walker, Wass. 
Lester, y. Walker, Va. 
Graff, Little, Reyburn, Watson, Ind. 
riffin, Long, Ro * elin 
Griswold, Lorimer, Robinson, A 
Grosvenor, Maddox, usk, te, 
Grout, Ga. Wilber, 
Hadley, , Sauerhering, Wilson, N. Y. 
Hall in, Settle, Wilson, 
Hanly, McCall, Mass. Shafroth, Wilson, S. G. 
Harmer, McCall, Tenn. Shannon, 
Harris, McCleary, Minn. Shaw, Woomer, 
Hart, McClare, hi 
satin Pa. amas inp Bar 
lemenway, cree inner, 
Henderson, Meiklejohn, 


So the motion was lost. 

The following pairs were announced: 

Mr. MoCaLL of Massachusetts with Mr. Hart. 
Mr. MCCALL of Tennessee with Mr. McLAuRIN. 
Mr. PICKLER with Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey with Mr. STALLINGS, 
Until further notice: 5 

Mr. Cousins with Mr. COWEN. 

Mr. Kuli with Mr. STRAIT. 

Mr. TRACEWELL with Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia. 
Mr. Hirt with Mr. MRAE. 

Mr. Watson of Indiana with Mr. MEYER. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. Sora. 

Mr. WOOMER with Mr. SHAW. 

Mr. HRMENWA with Mr. MINER of New York. 
Mr. HANLY with Mr. MOSES. 

Mr. MILLIKEN with Mr. MONEY. 

Mr. Crump with Mr. Mappox. 

For this day: 7 
Coox of Wisconsin with Mr. TURNER of Virginia, 
HUBBARD with Mr. DINSMORE, 

PRINCE with Mr. MEREDITH, 

GROSVENOR with Mr. Cox. 

HENRY of Indiana with Mr. COOPER of Florida, 
HARMER with Mr. CATCHINGS. 

ROBINSON of Pennsylvania with Mr. BERRY, 
HENDERSON with Mr. BANKHEAD. 

BINGHAM with Mr. DOCKERY. 

HvLine with Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi. 
BAKER of Maryland with Mr. Yoakum, 
SuLLOWAY with Mr. SPARKMAN, 

WALKER of Virgini 84 Mr. TuRNER of Georgia. 
. LITTLE. 


8 Ee 


Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gentle- 
man from New York. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. TOWNE. A privileged motion, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Missouri has a privileged 
motion. 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to present the following 
rt from the Committee on Accounts. 

r. MCMILLIN (to Mr. Towne). Tours is a privil motion. 
Mr. TOWNE. I desire to present a motion of privilege. It 
pertains to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. Is that the purpose for which the gentleman 


rose? 
Mr. TOWNE. It is. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is bape Sate 
á m TOWNE. Ioffer the motion which I send to the Clerk’s 
es 
The Clerk read as follows: 
e from RD the following language, 
ninth and — e oe. first column of paing tne ip ene trast 
The SPEAKER. The question is on ing to the motion. 
The question was taken; and the er announced that the 
noes seemed to have it. 
Mr. TOWNE. Division! 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 47, noes 77. 


re 


Mr. TOWNE and Mr. McMILLIN. Let us have the yeas and 


nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I ask to have the matter read that 
is to be stricken out. It has not been read, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is too late to ask that. 
The House has just ordered the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GROUT. It can be read by unanimous consent. 
to vote, and I do not know how to vote. 

Mr. HICKS. What is the language? 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman will find it in the RECORD. 

Mr. HICKS. On what page? i 

The SPEAKER, If there be no objection, the Clerk will read 
the resolution. 

Mr. MoMILLIN. I believe the yeas and nays have been or- 
dered, and we may just as well proceed. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

Mr. HICKS. I just wanted to know what the matter was. 

Mr. Mc I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. HICKS. I merely wanted attention called to where itisin 
the RECORD. 
Mr. McMILLIN. I withdraw my objection to its being read, 
if the gentleman desires it. 

Mr. SWANSON. It is a very small part to be stricken out, and 
I ask that all of it be read. 

The SPEAKER. The difficulty about describing it in the reso- 
pores is, you put it in at the same time you order it to be stricken 
ou 


Mr. MCMILLIN. That was the cause of my objection. 

Mr. PAYNE. I would like to inquire of the gentleman from 
Minnesota if his resolution refers to the same language that was 
read by the gentleman from California [Mr. MAGUIRE] in his reso- 
lution this morni 

Mr. TOWNE. It does, substantially. 

Mr. DOCKERY. It is off the same piece of cloth; the other 
goods just went out. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 81, nays 95, not 
voting 179; as follows: 


I desire 


YEAS—81. 
Abbott, Dinsmore, McEwan, Swanson, 
Adams, Ellett, Mc. Taft, 
Anderson, Erdman. Meredith, Talbert, 
Atwood, Fairchild, Mitchell, Tate, 
ey, Gillet, N, Y. Neill, TTY, 
Bartlett, Ga. Hainer, Nebr. Ogden, Towne, 
Bell, Colo. Otey, Tucker, 
Bade Hilton," Patte Turner, Ve. 
rn, rson, er, Va. 
Catchings, Johnson, N. Dak. Payne, en 7 
Clardy, ones, Pendleton, pd A 
Clarke, Ala. Kem, Ric Van Horn, 
Cockrell, Kleberg, Robertson, Wadsworth, 
Cooke, Ox, Sayers, Walker, Va. 
Cooper, Tex. Latimer, Shannon, Wanger, 
Crisp, yton, Simpkins, Washington, 
Crowley, Livingston, Southard, 
Culberson, cClellan, Spalding, 
Cummin, Moray; Ky. 85 gS, 
De Armo; McCulloch, Stokes, 
Dingley, McDearmon, Sulzer, 
NAYS—95. 
Acheso. Doolittle, Linton, Reey: 
Arnold, Eddy, Loudenslager, Rinaker, 
Arnold, R. I. Gamble, Low, yse, 
Avery, Gardner, Mahon, nton, 
Baker, N. H. Gibson, Marsh, Smith, Mich. 
Barney. Grow, McCormick, Snover, 
Bennett, r. es. oer i 
Blue, terman, Minor, Wis. Stahle, 
Bromwell, Hardy, oody, Steele, 
Brosius, Hatch, Morse, Stephens 
Burton, Mo. Henry, Conn. Mozley, Stewart, W. 
Burton, Ohio Hepburn, Murphy, Stone, W. A. 
Calderhead, Murray, Strong, 
= on. Hopkins, 5 Thomas, 
ickeri u en. Tracey, 
Clark, Mo” Hunter, Overstreet, Treloar, 
Codding, Je Pa: ker, Van Voorhis, 
Connolly, Kiefer, Per! Warner, 
Crowther, Kirkpatrick, Pitney, Watson, Ohio 
Curtis, K. y. Poole, Willis, 
Dalzell, Leighty, Powers, Wood, 
Daniels, 5 Gulag Weight ji 
wis, uigg, 
Dayton, Linney, Saeg, 
NOT VOTING—i79. 
Lare. T. E Bartlett N Y, Ball. Curtis, T 
ich, e owa 
Aldrich, 8 5 AAN Curtis, N. Y. 
Aldrich, Belknap, Clark, ay 
Allen, Miss. ERT Bile Cobb, De itt, 
Allen, Utah Bin. 5 Coffin, Dockery, 
drews, op, Colson, Dolliver, 
Apsley, Boatner, Cook, Wis. Dovener, 
Babcock, Boutelle, Cooper, Fla. per, 
Baker, Kans. Bowers, Cooper, Wis. 
Baker, Md. Brewster, Corli Evans, 
ee . Broderick, 8 5 
ham, Brown, wen, enton, 
Barrett, X, er, 
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Hubbard, McLaurin, 
tcher, Hulick, McRae, Shuford, 
Huling, Meiklejohn, 
F pal — e th, II. 
‘owler, urley, eyer, 
Gillett, Mass ute Miles, ub wick, 
Goodwyn, Hyde, Miller, Kans. 
Graff, Jo „Cal. Miller, W. Va. Spencer, 
riffin, Johnson, Ind. Millike: Stewart, N. J. 
Griswold, Joy, Miner, N. Y. Stone, C. W. 
Grosvenor, Kendall, Mond pros 
Grout, Kerr, Money, trode, Nebr. 
Hadley; Kulp, Strowd, 
Hanly, Kyle, Newlands, Sulloway, 
paos, 3 N Ta 
arris, Lefeve’ . ANE 
Leonard, earson, orp, 
Hart. Lester, Phillips, Tracewe 
Little, Pickler, Walker, Mass. 
‘eatwole, 22 Price. Watson, Ind. 
einer, Lo: a Prince, 
emenway, 2 Ray, wee 
en Maddox, urn, 
enry, Ind. 12 Robinson. Pa Über, 
Hermann, M y: Rusk, Wilson, 1 
icks, Martin, Russell, Conn. ilson, N. X. 
= a peta geome Eu ge wee 
er, cCall, Tenn. Sauer ilson, 
Howard, McCleary, Minn. Bettle, oomer, 
owe. icClure, Shafroth, 
Howell, Shaw, 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, I am paired with the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, Mr. Binauam. If he were present, I should 
vote in the affirmative. ; 

The following additional pairs were announced on this question: 

Mr. Grout with Mr. CHARLES W. STONE, 

Mr. WELLINGTON with Mr. HICKS. 

Mr. JOHNSON of California. Mr. Speaker, I voted on this 
uestion, but I am not certain that I had a right to do so. There- 
ore, in order to be certainly on the safe side, I withdraw my vote. 

The SPEAKER. On this question the yeas are 82 and the nays 
are 94. Mr. FoorE of New York, Mr. BARRETT of Massachusetts, 
Mr. Hupparp of Missouri, Mr. Dockery of Missouri, Mr. 
WHEELER of Alabama, and Mr. Jounson of California are present 
and not voting. These members, together with those voting, 
constitute a quorum, and the resolution is rejected. 

J. HERMAN BARNESLEY. . 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I nowcall up the report from the 
Committee on Accounts which I have already sent to the desk. 

The report was read, as follows: 

“Resolved, That the compensation of J. Herman Barnesley, now on the fold- 


ers’ roll of the department of the Doorkeper, be inc: om por an- 
num to $1,200 per annum, he, the said J. Herman Barnesley, performing in 
an efficient and satisfactory manner the duties of an — PE doorkeeper 


and of messenger to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, and 
said increased sum being the minimum customary rate for such services; 
aaa 5 — extra compensation be paid by the Clerk out of the contingent 
und o ə House.“ . 
The Committee on Accounts, to whom was referred the resolution provid- 
pg that the compensation of J. Herman Barnesley, now on the folders’ roll, be 
creased from 20 per annum to $1,200 yer annum, he, the said Herman J. 
Barnesley performing in an efficient and satisfactory manner the duties of 
an assistant doorkeeper and of messenger to the Committee on Interstate 
d Foreign Commerce, said extra compensation to be paid out of the con- 
gent fund of the House, bog to report that they respectfully recommend 
‘or 


t the same do not pasa; for the reason that the resolution isin violation of 
e law which prohibits any increase of to be paid out of the contin- 
gent fund of the House. 


Mr. TRACEY. I ask for a vote. 

Mr. WANGER. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 
To discuss the resolution? 

Mr. WANGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRACEY. I move the previous question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
j eos a vote, the report was adopted; and the resolution was re- 

INVESTIGATION OF SOLDIERS’ HOME, LEAVENWORTH, KANS, 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, Ihave sent up also another report, 
which I desire to have read. 
The report was read, as follows: 
Resol That the chairman of the Special Committee to Iny te the 
Soldiers“ Home at Leavenworth, „be, and is hereby, autho to ex- 
pend the sum of $1,000, or such part thereof as may be necessary, to complete 
‘the investigation of said Home, to be accounted for in the manner prescribed 
House resolution ordering said investigation, adopted Juné 9, 

e Committee on Accounts, to whom was refe: the accompanying res- 
lution authorizing the chairman of the Special Committee to Investigate the 
oldiers’ Home at venworth, Kans., to expend the sum of $1,000, or such 
f thereof as may be necessary, to complete the investigation of sald Home, 

to report that they respectfully recommend the passage of the same. 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say with reference to 
this resolution that I have here the items of account 
Mr. RICHARDSON (interposing). Mr. Speaker, is this appro- 
| priation to be made out of the contingent fund of the House? 
Mr. TRACEY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I did not understand the resolution as 
read to so provide. If it does not, I want to make a point of order 
against it. 


$ 


Mr. TRACEY. Mr. er, the original resolution authoriz- 
ing the appointment of the committee made ap ae ey for the 
payment of its expenses out of the contingent of the House, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But Ido not think this resolution does 
so. I may have misunderstood it in the reading, but I do not 
think it contains that provision. = 

Mr. TRACEY. My understanding is that it does. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will submit the question to the S er. 

The SPEAKER (reading from the resolution). And to be 
accounted for in the manner prescribed by the House resolution 
boar es investigation adopted June 9, 1896.” 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, let me sug that that continues 
the first resolution and practically appropriates this money out of 


the contingent fund of the House, because the original resolution 
makes the appropriation from the contingent fund. 

The SPE. . The Chair does not think it is quite clear 
from the lan of this resolution that the money is to come 
from the con ut fund of the House. 

Mr. RICHAR N. That is the point that I have made, Mr. 
Speaker. Unless that is the provision, the resolution is not priv- 


ileged. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say that it is well 
known to the House that the original resolution providing for the 
payment of the mses of this ial committee appropriates 
the money out of the contingent fund, and this is intended to fol- 
low the original resolution. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I Sia peg to the gentleman that it would be 
well to amend the resolution so as to make its meaning certain. 
It might be amended by inserting the words to be paid from the 
contingent fund of the House.” 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the resolution be so 
amended. 

TheSPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Tennessee withdraw 
his point of order? > 

. RICHARDSON. I do not know anything about the merits 
of this proposition, Mr. Speaker, but I withdraw the point of 
order to let the tleman make an explanation of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is withdrawn. The ques- 
tion now is on the amendment ponad by the gentleman from 
Missouri, which is to insert after the words ‘‘said Home” the 
words ‘‘ to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House.” 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman from Missouri will 

rmit me, I will suggest that there are two of these resolutions. 

e resolution originally introduced provided for an investigation. 
That resolution went to the Committee on Military Affairs. Sub- 
sequently a resolution of similar character went to the Committee 
on Accounts; and it was upon the latter resolution that the investi- 

ation was had. I think the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 

RACEY] will remember—the chairman of the investigating com- 
mittee would remember if he were here—that the resolution pro- 
vided for the payment of this expense out of the contingent fund 
of the House. I apprehend that the Speaker has before him the 
resolution that went to the Committee on Military Affairs instead 
of the one that went to the Committee on Accounts. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair read from the resolution now pend- 
ing; but by the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri the 
Seen will be obviated. 

he Ler irs being taken on the amendment of Mr. TRACEY, it 
was a $ 

The resolution as amended was adopted. 


FUNERAL EXPENSES OF HON. CHARLES F. CRISP. 
Mr. TRACEY also reported from the Committee on Accounts 
the following: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to pay out of the contingent fund of the House to the widow of 


Charles F. — . late a 8 in Co from the State of Georgia, 
the expenses of the last illness and funeral of said Charles F. Crisp, such 
expenses amounting to $1,480.38. 


The resolution was adopted. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


5 The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 
Mr. BENNETT. The Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce was passed yesterday without prejudice. I wish to 
know whether it is in order for that committee to be called. 
The SPEAKER. If the gentleman desires it, that committee 
will be called now. 


BUTLER AND PITTSBURG RAILROAD COMPANY. 


P on Interstate and Foreign Commerce having 

n 

Mr. BENNETT. I desire tocall up House bill No. 9072, to author- 

ize the Butler and Pittsburg Railroad Company to construct a 

bridge across the Allegheny River. A Senate bill similar in its 
rovisions to this has passed both Houses, has been approved by 
e President, and has become a law. In order that this House 
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a ae! be removed from the Calendar, I move that it lie on the 
e. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BRIDGE ACROSS SULPHUR RIVER, ARKANSAS, 


Mr. BENNETT. I call ap fee bill (S. 8 approve and 
ratify the construction of a bridge across the Sulphur River, in 
the State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Railway 


Company. 

The bill was read. 

one amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
WS: 


Add the following new section 5 between sections 4 and 5, and change num- 
ber of present on 5 to 6. 
„Sud. 5. That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of the 
b e herein authorized be not commenced within one year and completed 
three years from the date of approval thereof.“ 


Mr. BENNETT. I submit the report of the committee as a 
portion of my remarks. 
: The report (by Mr. BARTLETT of New York) was read, as fol- 
OWS: 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom wasreferred 
the bill (S. 1722) entitled “A bill to 1 3 sag ratify the construction of a 
tage Ling eB et tag River, in og — G 3 the Texarkana 
and Fo: Railwa mpany,” vo to submi ‘ollowing report, 
and recommend that said bill do with an amendment. 

Add the following new section 5 between sections 4 and 5, and change num- 
ber of present section 5 to 6. 

“ro. 5. That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of 
ced within one year and com 


men 
wi three — from the date of approval thereof." 
commi 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., February 14, 1896. 
Srn: I have the honor to return herewith a letter, dated the 24th instant, 

from the Senate Committee on Commerce, inclosing, for the views of the 
War Department thereon, S. 1722, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session, “A bill 
to approve and ratify the construction of a bri across the Sulphur River, 
in the State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Railway Com- 

and, in 1 eis reference to this office, I beg to say that I know $ 
Be objection to iora, pia the bill by Congress, so far as the interests 
navigation are concerned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


W. P. ORAIGHILL, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Engineers. 
Hon. DANIEL S. LAMONT, 
Secretary of War. 

The amendments reported by the committee were agreed to. 

Mr. OGDEN. I ask that bill be ordered to a third reading 
and put on its passage. 

ae bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 


On motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


BRIDGES ACROSS CUMBERLAND AND TENNESSEE RIVERS. 


Mr. BENNETT. I call up the bill (H. R. 8551) to establish 
railroad bridges across the berland and Tennessee rivers in 
Kentucky. : 

The bill was read. j 

The amendments reported by the committee were read, as 
follows: 

At the end of line 11, section 2, add: 

“ Provided, That the length of the dra ns may be increased if, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of War, the inte: of navigation demand it.” 

After the word “construction,” in line 19, section 5, add “or after comple- 


tion.“ 


In line 8 of section 6 strike out “five” and insert “three,” and in line 4 
ve.” 


strike out eight and insert “five. 
Strike out section 7 and insert in lieu thereof the following: 
“That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby expressly 


” 


Strike out section 8. 


Mr. BENNETT. Isubmit the report of the committee as a por- 
tion of my remarks. 
The report (by Mr. SHERMAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Interstate and tay Se Commerce, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 8551) to construct railroad bridges across the Cumberland and 
‘Tennessee rivers, in Kentucky, submit the following report; 

The bill gives authority to the Cairo and Tennessee River Railroad Com- 
pany to erect, construct, establish, and maintain railwa orages 
proaches thereto across the Cumberland River, in the State of Kentuc 
pomis to be selected by said railroad, or itssuccessors or assi between — 


tle and To in T. County, and also another bridge across said 
river 3 on S 


river, in Kentucky, and the Tennessee State 
line, and also a bridge across the Tennessee River, between Pine Bluff, in 
Calloway County, Ky., and Birmingham, in Marshall County, Ey. to be se- 
lected by said railroad, or its successors or between said described 
points on said rivers, which said bridges shall not interfere with the free 
navigation of said rivers. 
The bill has been submitted to the War Department, and under date of May 
12 General Craighill su certain amendments to the bill; and if thus 
amended knows of no objection to its passage, so far as the interests of navi- 


cerned. 
© committee ad the amendments, which are as follows: 


‘ine “construction,” in line 19, section 5, add “ or after comple- 
I " “ * “ * 
CCC and insert “three,” and in line 4 
Str è en 7 and insert in lieu thereof the following: 
he th right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby expressly 
trike out section 8 
thus amended, the committee recommend the passage of the bill. 
The amendments reported by the committee were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time ent paad, 
On motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


BRIDGES ACROSS THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH. 


Mr. BENNETT. I call up the bill (H. R. 8814) to authorize 
the construction by the Duluth and North Dakota Railroad Com- 
pany of two bridges across the Red River of the North, between 
the States of Minnesota and North Dakota. 

The bill was read at len; 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. Speaker, I submit, as a part of my re- 
marks, the report of the committee accompanying the bill. 

The report (by Mr. SHERMAN) was read, as follows: 


the bill (H. R. 8814 
Dakota Railroad Com ay of two bri across 
between the States esota and North Dakota, submit the following 


report: “4 
Phe bill provides that the Duluth and North Dakota Railroad rE pen 
under the law of the State of No 
itis hereby, authorized to construct 
thereto across the Red River of the 


meral says: 

»The bill makes maple provision for the protection of navigation interests, 
andI ace sally eta det its passage by Congress, so far as those interests 
are concerned." 

The bill is therefore reported with a recommendation that it do pass. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. i 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE MONONGAHELA RIVER, 


Mr. BENNETT, Ialso call up for present consideration the 
bill (H. R. 9733) to authorize the Union Railroad Company to 
construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River. 

The bill was read at | h. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BENNETT, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the.table. 


BRIDGE ACROSS RED RIVER, ALEXANDRIA, LA. 


Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, I call the bill (S. 1725) 
authorizing the Kansas pa LP atkins and Gulf Railway Com- 
pany to construct and main a bridge across Red River at the 
city of Alexandria, La. 

e bill was read at length. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and being read the 
third time, it was passed. 

On motion of Mr. PATTERSON, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


AWARDS OF LIFE-SAVING MEDALS, 


Mr. WANGER. Mr. Speaker, by instruction of the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, I call ap for present consid. 
eration the bill (S. 2334) construing the acts of Congress in relation 
to the awards of life-saving nedala. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


1895, has reny 
dered an opinion that the statutes authorizing the award of life-saving med 


don 
1 medals of the 
o were suffer- 


or connected wi 
Be it enacted, etc., 


to life-saving statio! 
and the Life-Saving 


une 18, 1878, and May 
1882, as provided for the a edals shall be construed so 
to empower the bret 2 of the ury to bestow such medals upon per. 
making signal exertions in rescuing and succoring the shi kod and 
Sons fr drowning in the waters over which the United States 
hex the said persons making such exe were or 
or whether or not such exertions 


life-saying ý 
were made in the vicinity of a iiteenvicg station. 


co a 
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The report (by Mr. WANGER) is as follows: 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom was refe: 
the bill (S. 2334) construing the acts of Congress in relation to the award of 
life-saving medals, report in favor of the passage of the same without amend- 
ment. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury respecting the subject-matter 
of the bill is printed in Banate Report No. 900 The Book tary suggested the 
insertion of the word “hereafter” after persons,“ in line 9, but the Senate 
did not insert it, and your committee think it should not be inserted. 

There haye been many acts of pro heroism in saving the lives of 5 
by others than members of the Life-Saving Service, and they merit recog- 
nition as well although performed since the opinion of the Attorney-General 
of January 30, 1895, as if performed before, or as if performed after the pend- 
ing bill has become a law in case it is enacted. 


The bill was ordered toa third reading; and being read the third 
time, it was passed. 

On motion of Mr. W ANGER, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 


mittees. 

The Committee on Election of President, Vice-President, and 
Representatives in Congress was called. 

r. CORLISS. I would ask unanimous consent that that com- 

mittee be passed over without prejudice for the present. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Task that the other committees be called. 

The Committee on Printing was called. 


UNLAWFUL USE OF FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I am instructed by the com- 
mittee to call up for . consideration the bill (H. R. 9601) to 
amend an act entitled An act providing for the public printin 
and binding and the distribution of public documents,” approv: 
January 12, 1895. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That section 85 of the act aforesaid be amended so the 
section may read as follows, to wit: 
“SEC. 85. The Vice-President, Senators, resentatives, and Delegates in 
8S, the Secretary of the Senate, an erk of the House of Represent- 
atives may send and receive through the mail free all public documents 
rinted by order of Congress; and the name of the Vice Prodent. Senator, 
Re resentative, Delegate, Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House 
be written thereon, with the proper designation of the office he holds; 
and the provisions of this section shall apply to each of the persons named 
therein until the Ist day of December following the expiration of their re- 
spective terms of office, except in the case of the Secre of the Senate and 
erk of the House of 1 whose franking p vilege shall EERS 
upon the qualification of their successorsin office. The Vice-President, Mem- 
bers, and Members-elect of and Delegates and Delegates-elect to ree 
have the privilege of sending free torona Eho mails, and under their 
frank, any mail matter to any Government o or to any person, corre- 
spondence, not exceeding 1 ounce in weight, upon official or departmental 
business: Provided, That if any person shall ə use of any franked envel- 
ent of postage on his private letter, package. or other 
mail matter, or shall insert in such envelope printed or written matter not 
entitled to be tted free of , or use the frank of another 
without special written authority therefor, to secure the free transmis- 
sion of books or public oe pate the person so offending be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor an subject to a fine of $300, to be prosecuted in any 
of competent jurisdiction.’ 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask to have the report accompanying 
the bill read. 
The report (by Mr. RICHARDSON) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9601) to 
amend an act entitled An act providing for the public printing and bin à 
and the distribution of public documents,” approved anuary 12, 1895, have 
had the same under consideration and submit the following Aport: 

This provision of the act above referred to was incorporated in the public 
fastened bill by an amendment offered while the bill was pending before the 

ouse, and was agreed to without full discussion and not after due inyestiga- 
tion of the subject. A ey for the abuse of the franking privilege of 
members was probably revany left out. The necessity for the adop- 
tion of some measure of this r is so a 
sary for your committee to dwell at an: inne 
That the frank of members is ini ing 
will deny. The Post-Office 


ess: 
ope to avoid the 


parent that it seems unneces- 
upon these sufticient reasons, 
. now by a great many 


people no person partment is unable to pre- 


vent this. 
The bill is recommended by the Post-Office Department, and your com- 
mittee would respectfully recommend that it do pass. 


The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering the bill to be 
ossed and read a third time. 
r. CANNON. Wherein does this bill change existing law, I 
would ask the gentleman from Tennessee? 

Mr. RIC DSON. This bill was introduced by the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. Loup], and I yield to him for the pur- 
pose of making an e ation. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I will say in answer to the question 
of the gentleman from Illinois that this bill simply provides a 
penalty, not now provided in the law, for the unlawful use of a 

ank of a member of Congress—without his permission. 

I want to say to the members present that probably they have 
discovered before now that the frank of members 3 in- 
discriminately used by a t many people. It was brought 
to my attention very forcibly in the late campaign by a gen 


XXIX——47 


man writing to me a letter acknowledging the receipt of a bound 
copy of the statutes. He rather facetiously, in his letter, stated 
that he would like to get the statutes, but would much prefer to 
have them sent direct, rather than through a law publishing firm 
in San Francisco, because, of course, I would not charge him any- 
2 a them, while those that were sent to him came at a charge 
of $3.50. 

Again, I have a return registered receipt—I have received man 
of them during the last year—but here is a return regist 
receipt, for instance, received from the town of Delano, in my 
own State. Iam assumed to have sent a package to this gentle- 
man, and this is the return e I never sent any package of 
that kind to a ar era neither do I know him. 

Mr. CANNON. That is a registered package, is it? 

Mr. LOUD. A registered package. 
Mr. CANNON. ell, postage was paid on that, was it not? 
Mr. LOUD. No, it was not; and it is not necessary. You can 
CANNON Do you mean y ter anything tha 
A Do you mean you can register anythi t 
is frankable without the noyment of postage? < 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, certainly; you can register a sack. I have 
done it, and probably the gentleman has done it himself. You 
can register a sack of books by the payment of 8 cents. 

Mr. CANNON. Let meask the gentleman further—I am quite 
in harmony with a penalty for the improper use of the frank— 
does this interfere with the right of a Representative or Senator 
to authorize another to use his frank? 

Mr. LOUD. It does not. This simply provides a penalty for 
the use of the frank eT by consent of a member. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ionly want to say a word. This bill is 
an amendment to the printing bill. It will be recalled by gentle- 
men who were here in the Fifty-third Congress, when the print- 
ing bill pn that this provision, giving the franking privilege 
to members, was not in the bill. Itis no part of the ework 
of that bill, but this provision, allowing the franking privilege to 
members in a modified form, was put into the bill on the floor as 
an amendment by a gentleman then on the floor of the House. 
It was not ca y prepared, as I have stated, and for that reason, 
possibly, this amendment is more necessary. í 

I think the amendment should be adopted. 

Mr. LACEY. I wish toaskthe gentleman from California [Mr. 
Loup] S 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I wish to ask the gentleman if he has in- 
cluded a clause enlarging the penitentiary? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. LACEY. I wish to ask the gentleman from California 
whether this interferes with the transmission of seeds? 

Mr. LOUD. It does not interfere. I will sayto the gentleman 
in perfect good faith that this simply provides a 5 for the 
use of a member’s frank without his authority. 

Mr. LACEY. It seems to go a little further. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. We simply repeat the law as it now ex- 
ists; that is all. 

Mr. LACEY. Then another question. You say the frank shall 
be written. Does that preclude the use of a stamp? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is the present language, but it is 
construed to mean that it may be written by another, with the 
1 of the member. 

Mr. LACEY. The question is, whether a stamp can be used. 

Mr. FOOTE. If a member should inadvertently send some 
matter through the mails that he thought was frankable, if it 
on turn out that it was not frankable, he would be liable toa 

eo 8 

Mr. LOUD. L assume that is so. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. A member is authorized now to frank 
letters that do not exceed an ounce in weight, if they are on offl- 
cial business. Now, suppose the gentleman was to send a letter 
that exceeded an ounce in weight, or suppose he should make a 
mistake and put into the letter correspondence which did not re- 
late to official business. He would be subject to a penalty now. 
Therefore the argument fails, it seems to me. 


Te 


Mr. FOOTE. there a penalty to-day on the matter franked 
by á member? j 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is a penalty for any violation of, 
the postal laws. 


. FOOTE. For everybody but members, is it not? 

Mr. LOUD. For everyone except members. 
Mr. FOOTE. This extends it to members themselves, a most 
dangerous proceeding. 25 pred 
r. BOUTELLE. I should like to ask the gentleman in charge 
of the bill whether it is a fact that the franked envelopes which 
members of Congress are now permitted to use in correspondence’ 
concerning the public business are used under a three-hundred- 


dollar 1527755 5 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I think not. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. I think not. Well, now, you are changing 


the law in that regard. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. No. We do not change it in that respect, 
as I understand it. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. It must be a change, if there is no such thing 
in the law and you propose to make such a thing. 

Mr. LOUD. It provides a penalty on all ble matter. 

Mf. FOOTE. It says ‘‘any person.” 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If members willfully violate the law, why 
should they not be liable? 

Mr. BO LLE. Iam not discussing that question. I only 
want it understood that you are making achange. It has been 
supposed up to this time that a member of Congress was trust- 
worthy in regard to the use of these envelopes. 

A MEMBER. I am glad to hear that. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BOUTELLE. That seems to be a matter of ridicule with 
some gentlemen. I allow every man to place his own estimate 
upon himself and his trustworthiness. an hter.] Down in 
my part of the country the people are incli to trust me with 
the use of a 2-cent envelope. But this proposition makes a radical 
erg i I do not know whether it is an undesirable change or 
not, but it has a three-hundred-dollar penalty for the use of an 
envelope which we are now authorized to employ in the trans- 
mission of replies to correspondence in regard to public business; 
and it may be just as well that members who are supplied by law, 
by Congress, with the assistance of clerks, to understand if one of 
their assistants should put an unmailable, unfrankable paper in 
one of these envelopes they would be subject to a fine of $300. 

Mr. BRODERICK. The clerk, or member? - 

Mr. BOUTELLE. The clerk, or member, or any other person. 

Mr. LOUD. There is no doubt but what the violation of the 
law would have to be willful in order to convict the gentleman 
from Maine. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I do not know. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But does not the law say that the penalty is 
to be imposed where the use of the envelope is made to avoid the 
pa mt of tage on er matter? 

. BOUTELLE. ere area great many cases where the line 
is very difficult to draw, and my judgment would be that it would 
be a great deal better for an occasional slip of that kind to be made, 
with the trivial loss of 2 cents, than it would be to run a quorum 
of the members of the House of Representatives into jail some 
time when we might need them on the floor. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WASHINGTON. Not if they were trustworthy like 
the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. BARRETT. I desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. You might have to spend more in having 

e Sergeant-at-Arms bring the members into the House than the 

on postage. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I will not yield the floor at the 

resent. I want the House to understand just what they are do- 

ngin this matter. There is no doubt but what there is being sent 
through the mails to-day tons of matter where the frank of a mem- 
ber is used without his knowledge or consent. Now, it seems 
pna to any person, I think, that that evil ought to be remedied. 
ere is no other way to remeđy it except by providing a penalty. 
I have been in consultation with the Post. Office 3 for a 
long time about this matter. They say there is no law providing 
a penalty, that Congress has not seen fit to take any action in this 
matter, and if they were to begin to prosecute for the wrongful 
use of the frank of a member, they can not punish the guilty party. 
Hence the Post-Office ei ela a has continued to take no cog- 
nizance of it whatever. I do not assume that this bill would trenc 
on the individual privileges of any member of this House. I think 
the act, by the reading of this bill, must be willful. I do not 
think there is any doubt about that. And,so far as I am con- 
cerned, I would be willing to stand a penalty if I willfully com- 
mitted a bo act; and I think the gentleman from Maine 
would, too. t amendment does the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts desire to offer? I retain the floor. 

Mr. EVANS. I want to offer an amendment which, itseems to 
me, will obviate the trouble suggested by the gentleman’s remarks, 

The SPEAKER, Does the gentleman from California yield to 
the gentleman from Kentucky to offer an amendment? 

Mr. LOUD. I yield for the reading of it, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. EVANS. e amendment which I would suggest, Mr. 
Speaker, would be, in line 24, on page 2, to insert after the word 
„person“ the words ‘‘other than one entitled to the franking 
poe ; so that it will read in such a way as to exclude a mem- 

of Congress, for example, from the provisions of the section, 
and make it apply to a person using his frank entirely unauthor- 
ized by him; and then it seems to me it would meet the objection 
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Mr. Loup. I can not hear the gentleman. [After a pause.] 
Iam willing to accept that amendment. 

Mr. DOCKERY. H hope the gentleman in charge of the bill will 


not accept that amendment.. By implication that gives members 
of Sungra clearly the rigħt to violate the law. 
Mr. LOUD. I think it would be so by implication. 
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Mr. DOCKERY. Ido not think members want to be putin any 
such attitude as that. 

Mr.LOUD. I do not think the House, on proper second thought, 
8 want to put itself in the position of exemption from the 


W. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I would not like to vote on a provision 
that ken me from the law. 
Mr. DOCKERY. There has been no extension of the franking 


estas w by the bill? 
Mr. OUD. Not at all. This bill cuts off some of the franking 


privilege: 

Mr. DOCKERY. Iwould say to the gentleman that I regret 

that the Postmaster of the House, the Clerk, and the Sergeant-at- 
are not included in this provision, because the House ap- 

8 a sum of money for that purpose every year. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to hear. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would be very glad to know what 
is being said. If gentlemen would take their seats, most of them, 
=e cease conversation, it might be possible to understand what 

going on, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE, Will the gentleman from Califor- 
nia let me ask him a question? 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from California yield to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky? 

Mr. LOUD. I believe I will not, on second thought. I yield to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania for a question. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Lunderstand that the gentleman’s 
complaint against the abuse of the present privilege is that people 
use the franks of Congressmen without authority. Is that it? 

Mr. LOUD. That is it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. There is no complaint, then, that 
any Member of the House, or any Delegate, has ever abused the 


privilege granted to him by the legislation of last Congress? 

Mr. LOUD. Not that I have heard of. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then why is it neces: to in- 
clude in this bill restrictions and penalties on ourselves? clerks 


or others are abusing the privilege, it may be well enough to pro- 
vide a penalty for their acts, but I can not see any reason why we 
should not poha the dignity of our office as members of Congress. 

Mr. LOUD. Why should we exempt ourselves? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Why should we put ourselves in 
the penal class unless from some sense of wrongdoing? 

Mr. WASHINGTON. Any member who violates the law will 
put himself in the pénal class. 

Mr. LOUD. 1yield to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CAN- 


NON]. 

MI. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer an amend- 
ment striking out from lines 22 and 23 the words ‘‘not exceeding 
1 ounce in weight.” I desire to take the sense of the House on 
that amendment. 

Mr, LOUD. Iwill say to the gentleman that I would greatly 
prefer that he should bring that p ition before the House in 
some other manner. It is an extension of the franking 3 
which perhaps ought to be considered by the House, but, co: te 
ing my own wishes, I do not think that under the conditions which 
surround this bill that amendment should be accepted. 

Mr. CANNON. I hope the gentleman will allow the House to 
express its sense upon the amendment. 

. LOUD. I hope the gentleman from Illinois will not press 
the amendment at this time. 

Mr. CANNON. I ean offer it only in the event that the pre- 
vious question is voted down, and I hope the gentleman from 
California will not require me to make that test with him. 

Mr. LOUD. I earnestly hope, Mr. S er, that the gentleman 
from Illinois will not press that amen nt upon this measure. 
If we want to extend the franking privilege, let us do it in another 


way. 

Mr BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary ing . Iwish 
to ask the gentleman having this bill in charge if it is his inten- 
tion, as evidenced by his statements to the gentleman from Illi- 
nois and the gentleman from Kentucky, to move the previous 
aaeanoa upon this bill without allowing amendments to be 
offered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that is hardly a parlia- 
mentary inquiry, but rather an 1 to be addressed to the 
gentleman from California. Does the gentleman from California 
ask for the previous question? 

Mr. LOUD. Iwill say, Mr. S er, that that is my intention. 
I yield now to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. PERKINS], unless 
the gentleman from Massachusetts desires to propound some 


uestion. 
3 Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I do desire to ask a question. I 
would like to ask the gentleman whether it is his intention to 
move the previous question on this bill without affording to the 
gentleman from Tin ois and the gentleman from Kentucky an 
2 to offer the amendments which they have already 
indicated, r 
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Mr. LOUD. I will say to the gentleman that that is my 
intention. ; 

Mr. BARRETT. Then, Mr. Speaker, I trust that the House 
will vote down the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. LOUD. They have that privilege, of course. I yield now 
to the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. PERKINS]. Aaa 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. S er, the provisions of this bill change 
existing law in only two particulars. In the first place, a limita- 
tion is placed upon the right of the Secretary of the Senate and of 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives to use the franking 
privilege; that is, the right is not extended to them after the expi- 
ration of their terms of office. The only other change is contained 
in the proviso in the end of the bill which provides that any per- 
son who shall use the franking privilege without authority, or in 
a manner violative of the law, shall be subject to the specified 

nalty. At the present time there is no penalty upon the statute 
3 for the violation by anybody of this privilege which is ex- 
tended by law to members of Congress. Anyone, anywhere, can 
use the of a member and there is no penalty for it. The 

rovision of this bill is intended not to reflect upon members of 
ngress, but to prevent the fraudulent use of franks by those who 
are not entitled to use them. I can see no objection to the qualifi- 
cation of this proviso in line 26 by inserting before the word‘ shall” 
the word willfully;” but Ne e re ought to be some pen- 
alty for the fraudulent use of the ing Privilege as extended 
to members of Congress by law. That can now be done promis- 
cuously, and no penalty attaches. The provision of this bill is 
intended to stop that abuse, or subject those who trate it to 
the same penalty which now applies in the case of departmental 
business. 

Mr. LACEY. I notice in lines 26 and 27 the words ‘‘or shall 
insert in such envelope printed or written matter not entitled to 
be transmitted free of postage,” etc. Now, suppose a member 
receives a letter in pa to a pension matter, and after looking it 
up answers the — ti and in doing so adds the compliments of 
the season, or, perhaps, sends a message of some private character 
to one of his friends. In such a case the member would be, as I 
understand, subject to a penalty of $300. . 

Mr. PERKINS. I do not so understand. Isuppose any gentle- 
man would be permitted, in such a case, without violating his 
privilege, to write a courteous letter. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Not under this bill. 

Mr. LOUD. I will say to the gentleman from Iowa that, if the 
amendment will obviate objection on the part of any members, 1 
Mage assent to inserting the word willfully after the word shall“ 

ine 26. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California, as the Chair 
understands, moves to amend by inserting after the word ‘‘shall,” 
in line 26, the word“ willfully.” 

Mr. TRACEY. If there is any merit in that amendment, the 
word willfully” should also be inserted after the word shall“ 
in line 24. It is just as necessary in the one case as in the other. 

Mr. LOUD. I assent to the amendment simply for the purpose 
of relieving the sensitive feelings of some members of Congress. 
Line 24 does not refer to members of Con 

Mr, TRACEY. It says any person.” I assume it might in- 
clude a member of Congress. j 

Mr. LOUD. Iassume that the bill would be construed as imply- 
ing the term“ willfully.” Ido not think there is any necessity 
for the amendment. 

Mr. TRACEY. If the amendment be inserted in line 26, it cer- 
tainly ought to be inserted also in line 24. 

Mr. LOUD. I do not think so. 

Mr. TRACEY. The effect is precisely the same in each case, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE rose. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from California yield to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania? > 

Mr. LOUD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A.STONE. Would not the gentleman consent to 
add, after the word ‘‘ Congress,” in the twentieth line of page 2, the 
words ‘‘ Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House?” These 
officers have now no franking privilege at all, except in reference 
to books. It would vic proper to give them the same privilege 
that is intended to be conferred in the first section. 

Mr. LOUD. I hope the gentleman will not press that amend- 
ment now, because this bill does not seek to extend the franking 
pons If the House wants to consider that question, I prefer 

t should be taken up in another manner. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But at the present time the Clerk 
of the House and the Secretary of the Senate have to pay their 
own e on official correspondence. They have not been 
included in previous legislation on this subject at all. It would 
seem to be proper that they should be covered by this bill. 

Mr. DOC V. Allow me to suggest that the law now makes 
an 3 2 riation for postage of 8100 each year to the Postmaster 
of the House, 8300 to the Clerk of the House, and $200 to the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, 


Mr. a A. STONE. So do members receive an appro- 
iation for 

gires DOCRERY 5 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I had hoped that when this ques- 


tion came up these officers would be included among those entitled 
to the benefit of the franking privilege. 


Mr. DOCKERY. inly, they ought to be. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I will not press the amendment 
now, however, if the gentleman from California objects to it. 

Mr. LOUD. I see no objection to the proposition or its merits. 
But to be frank with the gentleman, there is this objection: If the 
door be opened in one direction he can readily see that there may 


be no end to amendments of this sort. Ishould prefer, therefore, - 


that any measures for the extension of the franking privilege 
should be dealt with in another manner than on this bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Allowmeasuggestionin thisconnection. It 
is not my parnose to offer any amendment, because I can see that 
the offering of one amendment may lead to the offering of othe: 
and thus perhaps embarrass this bill, But if there were submi 
to the House a measure to which the amendment would be proper, 
I should offer an amendment to include among those entitled to 
the franking privilege the Clerk, the Sergeant-at-Arms, and the 
Postmaster of the House. I believe that money would be saved 
to the Government by such a provision. In the current legisla- 
tive appropriation bill we have appropriated for postage on official 
letters 8300 for the Clerk, $100 for the Postmaster, and $200 for the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 

A MEMBER. And those officers use the money, do they not? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I have no doubt they do. Still, I think that 
by granting them the franking privilege the Government would 
save mone 

Mr. W IAM A. STONE. Ishould prefer to offer the amend- 
ment I have indicated, if the gentleman from California will 
allow it to be offered. 

Mr. LOUD. Ifthe gentleman can get unanimous consent for 
his amendment, I will not object to its insertion. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The proposition is simply to per- 
mit the Clerk of the House, the Doorkeeper, the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and the Postmaster to have the same privilege now accorded to 
members in reference to the franking of public documents. 

Mr.HULL. Have they not already afund provided for postage? 


Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Precisely the same as we have, but 


that does not cover the expense. Lask unanimous consent to offer 
that amendment. 

* Mr. BARRETT. I will certainly object if it contemplates only 
a single amendment 

Mr. DOCKERY. I will object if it contemplates this privilege 
in addition to the postage already authorized. My understanding 
was that this was to be in lieu of that, and would in the end bea 
saving of expense. In other words, that while the franking privi- 
lege was extended, it would result in cutting off the allowance for 
postage hereafter. 

Mr. LOUD. Your committee will have the control of that. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. If weare going to do this at all, 
we must do it properly, and extend this privilege where it is so 
much needed, in the manner I have suggested, all at once. 

Mr. PERKINS. What is the gentleman’s amendment? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. general terms, to extend the 
franking privilege to the Clerk of the House, Doorkeeper, Ser- 
geant-at-. s, and the Postmaster. 

Mr. BARRETT. I object to the request of the gentleman 
ey ee unless all others are permitted to offer amend- 
ments. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I have not stated all of my propo- 


sition yet, Mr. S er. 
Hace SPEAKER. But the gentleman objects to a part of it. 
ughter. 
Mr. BARRETT. I object unless all other members are granted 


the right to offer amendments. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I think I shall have to call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then I hope the demand will be 
voted down. 

Mr. BARRETT. Pending that demand, Mr. Speaker, I offer 
the following motion. 

The SPEAKER. What motion does the gentleman submit? 

Mr. BARRETT. A motion to recommit the bill. 

I move to recommit this bill to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads with instructions not to report the bill again 
except with the words not exceeding 1 ounce in weight,” in lines 
22 and 23, stricken out, and the words not entitled to the frank- 
ing privilege under this act” be first inserted after the word 
person,“ in line 24. This motion embraces the amendments 
25 3 by the gentleman from Kentucky and the gentleman from 

ois. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Will you include my amendment 
also among them? 
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Mr. BROMWELL. The gentleman makes his motion to re- 
commit this to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- Roads. 
It should be the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iam perfectly willing, I will say to the 
gentleman, that it shall go to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. It ought to go to a committee having jurisdic- 
tion of the matter if it is to be recommitted at all. 

Mr. BARRETT. I will change my motion and move that it be 
recommitted to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. LOUD. How can that motion be submitted now? 

Mr. DOCKERY. It can be done after the previous question, 
has been ordered, under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. After the demand for the previous question 
on the passage. It could not be done until after the bill had been 
passed to its engrossment. 

The first question is on the motion for the previous question. 
Does the gentleman from California make his demand up to the 
engrossment, or to the ge of the bill? 

Kr. LOUD. On the bill to its 3 

The SPEAKER. The question is, S the previous question 
be ordered? 

The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 37, 
noes 73. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I make the point of order that no quorum 
has voted; but pending that, I will withdraw the point and the 
bill from consideration. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Can the gentleman from Tennessee with- 
draw the bill now, at this stage? 

Mr. DOCKERY. There has been no vote upon it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And no amendment adopted. 

The SPEAKER. There has been no vote or amendment, as the 
Chair is informed. The question would arise whether, the com- 
mittee having presented the bill, or directed it to be presented, it 
can be withdrawn in this way. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Is the bill not now in the possession of the 
House to determine whether it will order the previous question 
and cut off all debate, or go on debating it? e seem to havea 
sort of clutch on it, one way or the other. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules of the House, a bill may be 
withdrawn. 

But the Chair would like to understand exactly the motion and 
the condition of the bill. Was the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from California agreed to? : 

Mr. LOUD. Amendments were accepted. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But there was no vote. They were not 
submitted to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee on the question of the right to withdraw a bill which has 
been presented by a committee. 

Mr. BARRETT. Pending that decision, I desire to submit to 
the Chair that I have al y, under the rule, a motion pending 
for a recommittal with instructions, and until that motion is dis- 
posed of it is not in order to withdraw the bill from the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thatmotion would not be in order until 
after the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. That motion could not be voted upon until 
the bill had passed to engrossment. 

Mr. BARRETT. The rule says that pending the motion for 
the previous question upon the passage it shall be in order 
for the Speaker to entertain and submit a motion to recommit.” 
4 motion has been made and was pending for the previous ques- 

on. 

The SPEAKER. But it is the previous question on the passage 
which is referred to. 

Mr. BARRETT. The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup 
expressly stated that he moved the previous question up to an 
including the passage of the bill. 

The 8. . Precisely. A motion can be made for the pre- 
vious question upon the engrossment and third reading of a bill, 
or it can be double and made on the engrossment and third reading 
of the bill and its ; but the place where the motion to re- 
commit comes in is after the bill has passed to its engrossment and 
third reading, and when the question of its passage is pending. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, the rule is very explicit 

The SPEAKER. Theruleseems tothe Chair to be explicit, and 
= practice of the House agrees with the understanding which the 


8 to present. à à 8 
Mr. RETT. Then, Mr. Speaker, I wish to submit this 
proposition: That where a rule of the House states a case as clearly 
as it is possible for the English language to express it, members 
who may not be used to the practice of the House are entitled to 
ae * rae enforced as they are mea This rale is as clear 
as the English language can make it. 8a; at pen 0 
otion for the previous question on the final passage it shall be 
order for the Speaker to entertain a motion to recommit, 


The SPEAKER, The Chair has endeavored to explain to the 
gentleman—probably it is the fault of the Chair in not being able 
to explain it clearly—but the proposition is that it is the motion 
for the previous question upon the final rear that is spoken of 
as pending, and during the 8 or after the passage of which 
a motion to commit may submitted. Now, the rule of the 
House permits a double motion, which is to move the previous 
question on the engrossment to the passage, so that when under 
the operation of that double motion, or a motion double in its 
effect, a motion to recommit is presented, it must wait until the 
bill has passed to be engro before it can become pending, 
Such has always been the ruling in the House, and such, as it 
seems to the Chair, is the plain meaning of the rule. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, will the Chair allow me for a 
moment 

Mr. BOUTELLE. One moment. Does that involve a condi- 
tion of tangs in which a gentleman, by asking for the previous 
uestion, including the engrossment and up to the passage, would 
eprive members of the privilege of moving to recommit? 
e SPEAKER. Not at all. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Then the Chair understands that the motion 
must still be acted upon 

The SPEAKER. It is simply a question as to when the motion 
to recommit becomes effective in the proceedings. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. But the point is that the previous question, 
as the question is now, does not include the of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The bill could be passed in this way: First, by 
a motion for the previous question upon the engrossment of the 
bill, and then the previous question would exhaust itself, and the 
question might become a subject of discussion if the previous 

uestion were not renewed on the p ; and it is at that time 
that the motion to recommit is admissible under our rules, upon 
the theory that the House, having amended the bill, and havin 
ordered it to be engrossed, and having presumably examined th 
engrossed copy, is not satisfied with the amendments which have 
been made in the bill, and therefore wants to recommit it, and 
then the House has a last chance to send it to a committee. 
According to our system, the billis up. The House has the right 
to send it to a committee or a right to amend it. It chooses to 
amendit. Having amended it, and having had it engrossed, and 
having examined it, the House comes to the conclusion that it is 
not satisfied with the bill, and therefore, by its rules, gives itself 
the right to send it again to a committee, to enable them to make 
such changes as may make it more acceptable to the House. 

Now, where the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BARRETT] 
is misled is in the joining together, by the rule of the House, of the 
two motions for the previous question—the one on the motion that 
the bill be engrossed, and the other on the motion for the passage. 
Now, that seems to the Chair to be clear. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, will the Chair allow me to weary 
him for one moment? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. BARRETT. The point I make is in a different line. Now, 
the question is whether or not a motion for the previous question 
is pending after it has already been adopted. contend that a 
question is pending in this House before it is voted upon, and that 
after it has been voted upon it is no longer pending. I think any 
gentleman in this House or in the chair will agree to that propo- 
sition. Then the only time to make the motion to recommit, 
under the rule which says it may be made “‘ pending” the motion 
for the previous question, is to make it before the motion for the 
previous question is voted on. It is only voted on once, and the 
time I suggest is the only time the motion can be made pending” 
the motion for the previous question. 

Now, the rule says that while a motion for the previous ques- 
tion is pending on the final passage of the bill, then a motion to 
recommit may be made. The Chair says that only after the pre- 
vious question is ordered—and therefore the motion for it is no 
longer pending—a motion to recommit may be made on the final 
passage, after the bill has been engrossed. 

Iclaim that the rule clearly states that either before or after 
the previous question is ordered—and in this proceeding it is only 
voted on once—the motion to recommit may be made and must 
be submitted. 

I contend that if this rule means anything it means that a 
motion to recommit may be made when the previous question is 
pending—the previous question that is voted on—and it certainly 
is not pending after it has been adopted. When I offered my 
motion to recommit the bill,it was pending. The Chair says that 
after the motion for the previous question has been adopted—it 
certainly is not then pending—then it is in order to move to re- 
commit. I concede that. But the rule says that it shall be in 
order both while the previous question is pending and after it is 
adopted. This practice deprives the House of its right to vote on 


recommittal he previous question. 
The SEA RAR. That refers to the ee motion, for the 
previous question on the final passage of the bill. 
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Mr. BARRETT. It was for the passage of the bill that the 
gentleman from California asked the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The motion torecommit cannot comein until 
after the bill has been engrossed. 

Mr. BARRETT. I ask the Chair, in order that I may under- 
stand this matter, and I know many members desire to understand 
it, whether or not when the gentleman from California moves the 
previous question on the final passage bf this bill that that motion 
is pending after it has been adopted? : 

The SPEAKER. It is peas but as to two places. The 
motion for the engrossment and the motion for the final age; 
and under the practice of the House, for the reasons which the 
Chair has given, the motion to recommit comes in before the 
motion for passage and after engrossment, 

Mr. BARRETT, I appreciate the point made by the Chair, and 
can see where the practice may have arisen; but I respectfully 
contend that a motion that may be made pending any certain 
motion must be made before that motion is adopted, for after it 
is adopted it is no longer pending. I do not deny the practice. I 
sam that the practice is in violation of the plain reading of the 


rule. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman will see that the original rule 
did not allow two motions for the previous question to be made at 
the same time, and when the change was made it was made pend- 
ing the custom already established, and that attached itself to the 
8 of the House, as the Chair has described; and such has 

m the practice of the House. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is the history of it. 

The SPEAKER. That has been the history of it. 

Mr.BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I do not contend but that it may 
have been the practice of the House, but I do most certainly say 
that, so far as my knowledge of interpretation of the English lan- 
guage is concerned, there can only be one interpretation put upon 

s rule, and that is that the motion to recommit can be made 
while the previous question is pending. The language of the 
rule, if explicit, is final, and when adopted abrogated all previ- 
ous customs inconsistent with it. That is the point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know whether the inter- 
pretation can be properly placed there or not; but the House has 
placed it there for a great many geoes 

Mr. LOUD. Imove that the House do now adjourn. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 878) to uce the cases in which the penalty of 
death may be inflicted; 

A bill (H. R. 1261) for the relief of John Kehl and to restore 
him to his former rating; 

A bill (H. R. 2328) for the relief of Patrick Raney; 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 213) to permit the railroads in the Dis- 
trict to occupy additional parts of streets to accommodate the 
traveling p c attending the inaugural ceremonies; 

A bill (H. R. 6608) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
miary record of George W. Taylor; 

A bill (H. R. 2259) for the relief of William B. Ellis; and 
A bill (H. R. 8118) granting a pension to Margaret A. Kidwell. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. KULP, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. HULING, for four days, on account of important busi- 
ness. 

To Mr. Manon, for three days, on account of important busi- 


ness. 

To Mr. DovENER, for five days, on account of important busi- 
ness, 

To Mr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH, indefinitely, on account of im- 
portant business, 

To Mr. McLauri, for five days, on account of important busi- 
ness. 

To Mr. Sora, for ten days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Henry of Indiana, for four days, on account of impor- 
tant business. 

To Mr. Noonan, for ten days, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Faris, for one week, on account of important business. 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to announce the following 
committee appointments: 

Mr. SToKEs of South Carolina, to the Committees on Agriculture 


and nditures on Public Buildings. 
Mr. Crisp, to the Committees on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads and Mileage 


Mr. BOATNER, to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. BAILEY, to the Committee on Rules. 

The motion to adjourn was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 
5 o'clock and 8 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive commu- 
Ex aang were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 

ollows: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting in detail infor- 
mation concerning changes in the force of the office from March 
4, 1898, to June 5, 1896—to the Committee on Reform in the Civil 
Service, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
reply to the resolution of the House of June 9, 1896, relating to 
the material of minor coins—to the Committee on Coinage, 
vee and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a communication from the Secretary of the Interior relat- 
ing to the reimbursement of David F. Day, United States Indian 
agent at the Southern Ute Agonoy; Colo.—to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, submit- 
ting an estimate for an appropriation for compiling a digest of 
certain decisions and opinions relating to Indian affairs—to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a copy of a communication from the Commissioner of Fish 
and Fisheries, submitting certain changes in estimates—to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a list of leases 
granted during the calendar year 1896—to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be pines : 

A letter from the Postmaster-General, transmitting, in response 
to the resolution of the House of June 5, 1896, a statement relating 
to changes in the force of omnioyaa in the Post-Office Depart- 
ment—to the Committee on orm in the Civil Service, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in 
response to the resolution of the House of June 5, 1896, a state- 
ment showing certain conditions relating to the 5 in the 
Department to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, 
and ordered to be printed. i $ 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. FLETCHER, from the Committee on Interstate and For- 
= Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House 
(H. R. 9788) to authorize the Union Railroad Company to con- 
struct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River, re- 
ported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 

Re 2459); which said bill and report were referred to the House 

endar. 

Mr. BRODERICK, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 8050) entitled An 
act to validate the appointments, acts, and services of certain 
uepaty United States marshals in the Indian Territory, and for 
other purposes,” reported the same without amendment, accom- 
panied by a report (No. 2489); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. TATE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which was 
referred the bill of the Senate (S. 1211) entitled An act author- 
izing and directing the Secretary of the Navy to contract for the 
purchase of a lot of land opposite the Gosport Navy-Yard,” re- 
ported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2499); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

_Mr. BURTON of Missouri, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9901) to 
detach the county of Audrain from the western district of Mis- 
souri and to attach the same to the eastern district of said State 
of Missouri, reported the same without amendment, accompanied 
by a report (No. 2500); which said bill and report were referred 
to the House Calendar. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. NEILL, from the Committee on War Claims: A resolu- 
tion (No. 485) to refer the bills (H. R. 9441) for the relief of estate 
of Alice Hardaway, deceased, ate of Benton County, Miss., and 

H. R. 6051) for the relief of the estate of Samuel N. White 
eceased, late of West Feliciana Parish, La., to the Court of 
Claims. 5 79 150 No. 2490.) 

By Mr. ON, from the Committee on War Claims: A reso- 

lution (No. 486) to refer the bill of the House (H. R. 8097) for the 
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relief of the heirs of the late J. H. McVeigh, of Alexandria, to the 


Court of Claims. (Report No. 2491.) 

By Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 5827) to grant a pension to James J. Gibbs, of 
Knox County, Tenn. (Report No. 2494.) 

By Mr. BAKER of nsas, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions: The bill (S. 3035) entitled“ An act granting a pension 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Gnash.” (Report No. 2495.) 

By Mr. MILES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 9481) to increase the pension of Alice De K. Shattuck. 
(Report No. 2496.) 

By Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Inyalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 7122) granting a pension to Maria E. Hess, widow 
of Florian Hess. (Report No. 2497.) 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Inyalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 9337) genting an increase of pension to Mazie V. Sul- 
livan. (Report No. 2498.) 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE.. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, committees were discharged from 
Pogam Araon of the following bills; which were referred as 
‘ollows: 

The bill (H. R. 9719) granting arrears of pension to H. Morris 
Husband—Committee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

oo py of Catherine C. Smith, praying for an appropriation of 
$1,200 on account of service of her brother in the late war m- 
mittee on Claims discharged, and referred to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

Petition of John C. Richey, prayi: 
Claims discharged, and referred to 


for a pension—Committee on 
e Committee on War Claims. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
2 following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
‘ollows: 
By Mr. QUIGG: A bill (H. R. 9946) to prevent the oo ape 
of impure and unwholesome tea—to the Committee on Ways and 


eans. 
By Mr. HARRISON: A bill (H. R. 9947) ch neta a commis- 
sion to settle the indebtedness of the bond-aided ific railroads 
to the Government—to theCommittee on Pacific Railroads. 

By Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 9948) to amend subdivision 10 of 
section 2238 and to re subdivision 12 of section 2238 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States—to the Committee on the 

Public Lands. 

By Mr. BARHAM: A bill (H. R. 9949) to provide a life-savi 
station at or near Point Arena, Mendocino County, in the State o 
California—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H. R. 9960) to continue the im- 

rovement of the Tennessee River between Chattanooga and 
iverton—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: A resolution (House Res. No. 482) rela- 
tive to the consideration of such bills as are in order at Friday 
prenne sessions on Tuesday, the 19th instant—to the Committee 
on es, 

By Mr. COBB: A resolution (House Res. No. 483) to pay $100 
to Kendall Lee for caring for room of Committee on Accounts— 
to the Committee on Accounts. $ 

By Mr. TRACEY: A resolution (House Res. No. 484) to pay to 
widow of John Ryan a sum equal to six months’ salary and $250 
for funeral expenses—to the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. B : Aresolution (House Res. No. 487) to compensate 
Wiliam Tyler Page for services rendered in the Clerk’s office 
during the Fifty-fourth Congress—to the Committee on Accounts, 

By . LEWIS: A concurrent resolution (House Con. Res. 
No. o to print 15,000 additional copies of Messages and Papers 
of the dents—to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. OTJEN: A concurrent resolution (House Con. Res. 
No. 65) to print 15,000 additional copies of Messages and Papers 
of the Presidents—to the Committee on Printing. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. APSLEY: A bill (H. R. 9950) erning a pension to 
Egbert A. Stricksma—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. CLARDY: A bill (H. R. 9951) for the relief of John J. 
Stodghill—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9952) granting 
increase of pension to Jonathan Welch—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FENTON: A bill 1 R. 9953) for the relief of Gabriel 
R. Bartl ey, of Portsmouth, Ohio—to the Committee on Military 


By Mr. GIBSON: A bill (H. R. 9954) for the relief of the 
National Guards of East Tennessee—to the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs. 
By Mr. HENDERSON: A bill (H. R. 9955) for the relief of the 
city of Dubuque, in the State of Iowa—to the Committee on 


P TUCKER: A bill (H. R. 9956) for the relief of George 
5 ise, of Richmond, Va.—to the Committee on Appropria- 

ons. 

Also, a bill 5 R. 9957) for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Paul McNeel, deceased, of Pocahontas County, W. Va.— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: A bill (H. R. 9958) for the relief of Wil- 
liam F. Haralson, of Scott County, Miss.—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9959) to grant an honorable dis- 
charge to Thomas J. Goolman, ee Company I, Third Indiana 
Cavalry - to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ACHESON: Petition of Joseph C. Marshall, of Broad- 
ford, Pa., for the passage of an act pensioning Union soldiers who 
were confined in rebel prisons—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Also, remonstrance of L. H. Turner, of McKees Rocks, Pa., and 
the Master Car Builders’ Association, opposing the obligatory use 
or the introduction of the metric system into the United States at 
, Weights, and Measures. 

Also, petition of Dr. Byron Clark. of W 2 Pa., for a 
duty on hides—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, resolution of the National Board of Trade, favoring an 
amendment of the interstate-commerce law—to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the Grocers and Manufacturers’ Exchange 
of Philadelphia, Pa., favoring the creation of a department of com- 
merce and manufactures—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

Also, petition of H. W. Talmage. publisher of the Lighthouse, 
McKeesport, Pa.; also petition of Oscar E. Lindborn, publisher 
of the Swedish Weekly, of McKeesport, Pa., against the passage 
of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail matter—to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: Petition of Jonathan Welch, of 
Macon, Mo., to accompany House bill for increase of pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HICKS: Petition and resolutions of citizens of Everett, 
Pa., praying that Congress shall take proper steps to protect the 
posse of Americans in Turkey—to the Committee on Foreign 

‘airs. 

By Mr. LACEY: Resolutions of the lowa Academy of Science, 
against Senate bill No. 1552, for the prevention of cruelty to 
animals in the District of Columbia”—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. . 

By Mr. LOUDENSLAGER: Petition of Jackson Circle, No. 4, 
Brotherhood of the Union, of Camden, N. J., favoring the pas- 
sage of House bill No. 6119, known as the Phillips bill—to the 
Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. MEIKLEJOHN: Petition of the Congregational church 
of Neligh, Nebr., urging that the Government immediately secure 
satisfaction for dam to American citizens and property in 
Turkey—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MERCER: Protest of the American Publishing Com- 
pany; also of publisher of the Western Cyclist; also of the 
Svenska Journalen, all of Omaha, Nebr.; also of the Times, Bea- 
trice, Nebr., and of the Gazette, of Waterloo, Nebr., against the 
passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail mat- 
ter—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Ey Mr. QUIGG: Sundry petitions of members of the Tea Trade 
residing in San Francisco, Cal., Chicago, III., Philadelphia, Pa., 
Baltimore, Md., and Portland, Me., for the passage of an act to 
prevent the increasing importations into the United States of 
rora and unwholesome teas—to the Committee on Ways and 

eans. 

By Mr. SMITH of Michigan: Petition of J. L. Thomas and 
others, of the State of Michigan, asking for the passage of the 
Dingley bill—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WHEELER: Protests of Edgar. James, of Florence, Ala.; 
R. W. Massey, of Montgomery, Ala.; Forbes Lithographic Manu- 
facturing Company, of Boston, Mass., and others, against the pas- 
sage of House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail matter— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WOOD: Evidence in support of House bill No. 9525, to 
correct the military record of 3 J. NcNamur—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


any time—to the Committee on C 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE EMPLOYEES. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Public Printer, transmitting, in to a resolution 
of June 10, 1896, a report of Mr. James E. Teale, cashier of the 
Government Printing Office, relative to employees of that office 
who have accrued and unpaid leaves of absence; which, with the 

ing papers, was ordered to lie on the table and be 


ee amit 
printe 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A mess: from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
e eee oua Spee poet fs that the Honse had passed 
the following bills and joint resolutions: 1 ¥ 

A bill CEL K. 1725) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and 
Guif Railway Company to constructand maintain a bridge across 
Red River at the city of Alexandria, La.; 

A bill (S. 1741) to authorize the Muskogee, Oklahoma and West- 
ern Railroad Company to construct and operate a line of railway 
through Oklahoma and the Indian Territory, and for other pur- 


A bill (S. 2334) construing the acts of Congress in relation to 
the award of life-saving medals; 72 X 

A joint resolution (S. R. 133) authorizing Surg. P. M. Rixey to 
accept from the King of Spain the grand cross of naval merit with 
the white distinction mark in recognition of services rendered to 
the oficer and sailors of the Santa Maria who were injured by 
an explosion on that ship; and é 

A joint resolution (S. R. 189) for the erection of a Government 
building at the Tennessee Centennial 3 : 

The message also announced that the House had passed the bill 
(S. 1722) to approve and ratify the construction of a bridge across 
the Suiphur poh in the State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana 
aud Fort Smith Railway Company, with amen 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

The m further announced that the House had the 
following bills; in which it requested theconcurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 5635) to amend section 1754 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, relating to preferences in the civil service; 

A bill (H. R. 6780) toamend section 2335 of the Revised Statutes; 

A bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad bridges across the Cum- 
berland and Tennessee rivers in Kentucky; 

A bill (H. R. Soig ted authorize the constraction by the Duluth 
and North Dakota Railroad Company of two bridges across the 
Red River of the North between the States of Minnesota and North 
Dakota; and z 7 

A bill (H. R. 9783) to authorize the Union Railroad Company to 
construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint resolution; and they 
were thereupon signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the penalty of 
death may be inflicted; 

A bill (H. R. 1261) for the relief of John Kehl, and to restore 
him to his former rating; 

A bill (H. R. 2259) for the relief of William B. Ellis; 

A bill (H. R. 2328) for the relief of Patrick Rainey; 

A bill (H. R. 3118) granting a pension to Margaret A. Kidwell; 

A bill (H. R. 6603) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
military record of George W. Taylor; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 213) to permit the railroads in the 
District of Columbia to occupy additional parts of streets to 
accommodate the traveling public attending the inaugural cere- 
monies, í 


ents in which 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to move an executive session for a few 
minutes.- I make that motion. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After two hours and ten min- 
utes spent in executive session the doors were reopened. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. MoMILLAN presented the memorials of H. O. Fifield, pub- 
lisher of the Daily Herald, of Menominee; of Benno Muehlen, pub- 
lisher of the Freie Presse, of Bay 8 A. S. White, secretary 
of the Michigan Artisan Company; of Charles A. Osborn, publisher 
of the News, of Sault Ste. Marie, and of W. H. Egabroad, of Dun- 
dee, all in the State of Michigan, remonstrating inst the pas- 
sage of the so-called Lond bill, relating to second-c mail mat- 
ter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petitions of Paul Griffith, pastor of St. 
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A e's Church; of the Woman's Home Missionary Society; 
of St. Paul's English Lutheran Church; of Plymouth Congrega- 
tional Church; of the First Congregational Church; of the united 
faculties of Howard University, and of the Universalist Church 
Society (Church of Our Father), all in the city of Washington, 
D. C., praying for the passage of the so-called Shannon rais- 
ing the age of protection for girls in the District of Columbia to 
18 years; which were refe tothe Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. ALLEN presented resolutions adopted at a mass meeting of 
citizens of every race and color, held at New York City Decem 
18, 1896, favoring action by the Senate to do all in its power to 
give immediate relief to the victims of oppression and despotic 
rule in Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GEAR. Ipresenta communication from C. P. Huntin, 
together with a copy of the lease of the Central Pacific Rai 
Company to the Southern Pacific Company and amendments 
thereto to date. I move that the communication and accompany- 
ing papers be printed and referred to the Committee on Paciflo 


The motion was to. 

Mr. GEAR. I also present a communication from E. Ellery 
Anderson, on the part of the receivers, containing a detailed state- 
ment of the stocks and bonds of the Union Pacific Railway Com- 
pany, referred to in the resolution submitted by the Senator from 

uth Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW]. Imove that the communication 
and 8 documents be printed and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pacific Railroads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRICE presented a petition of the Bronze Club of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, praying for the passage of the so-called Cameron reso- 
lution in regard to the Cuban situation; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of the New Holland Leader, of 
New Holland, Ohio, remonstrating against the passage of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. FRYE presented the petition of Judson B. Bryant and 73 
other citizens of Wayne, Me., praying for the enactment of le; 
lation prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol 
building; which was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

r. DANIEL presented a petition of Post A, Virginia Division 
Travelers’ Protective Association of America, praying for the es- 
tablishment of a department of commerce and manufactures; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the memorials of W. H. W. Moran, publisher 
of the Manassas Journal; of James Cannor, jr., publisher of the 
Methodist Recorder; of B. J. Hillegi, publisher of the Normal 
News; of M. L. Harmon, publisher of the Normal News; of Nathan 
T. Stout, publisher of the Messenger; of Greek D. Brown, pub- 
lisher of the Grayson Gazette; of C. B. Cannady, publisher of the 
Roanoke Collegian; of J. F. Winn, M. D., publisher of the Rich- 
mond Journal of Practice; of John Mitchell, jr., publisher of the 
Planet; of Frank St. Clair, publisher of the Southern Virginia 
Enterprise; of Gilbert N. Knight, publisher of the Big Stone Gap 
Post; of W. H. Stroud, pois er of the Southwestern Democrat, 
and of C. A. Brice, publisher of the Southern Clinic, all in the 
State of Virginia, remonstrating inst the passage of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to second-c mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


INSURANCE CLAIMS. 


Mr. BRICE. I present a communication from the Secre 5 of 
the Treasury, together with one from the Auditor for the War 
Department, transmitting a list of claims allowed by the Second 
Comptroller and Acting Second Spit Nag in favor of sundry 
insurance companies, for amounts paid for the loss of steamboa 
which was settled for under the act of March 8, 1849. I move tha 
the communications be printed and referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

e motion was agreed to. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2588) fortherelief of George S. Simon, reported 
it with an amendment. 

Mr. STEW ART, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the amendment submitted by himself on December 21, 
1896, intended to be proposed to the sundry civil be riation 
bill, reported it favorably, and moved that it be re to the 
Committee on Appropriations, with the accompanying report, and 
ordered to be printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Mc AN, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9647) to authorize the 
extension of the lines of the Metropolitan Railroad Company of 
the District of Columbia, it with amendments, and sub- 


| | 
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Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 8477) to remove the charge of de- 
sertion from the military record of William H. Linton, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 1427) to provide for promoting Capt. William N. Tisdall, 
United States Army, now on the retired list, to the rank of major, 

ted it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

r. BURROWS, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3423) for the allowance of certain claims for 
stores and supplies reported by the Court of Claims under the pro- 
visions of the act approved March 3, 1883, and commonly known 
as the Bowman Act, reported it with amendments. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 180) to carry out the findings of the Court of Claims 
in the case of Augustus P. Burditt, reported it without amend- 
ment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. LODGE, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, re- 

rted an amendment intended to be proposed to the consular and 

iplomatic appropriation bill; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2752) granting a pension to Wilson S. Hulse, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2995) granting a pension to James M. Dennison, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 8516) granting a pension to Louise Van Atter, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 1190) for the relief of Lizzie M. Sibley, reported it without 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. SHOUP, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3451) granting a pension to Rebecca P. Quint, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 8445) to increase the pension of Capt. John H. Mullen, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3408) granting a pension to Ann King, widow of Samuel 
King. deceased, reported it without amendment, and submitted a 
report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3504) granting arrears of pension to H. Morris Husband, 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and that it 
be referred to the Committee on Claims; which was d to. 

He also, from the Committee on Education and Labor, to whom 
was referred sundry petitions from the Congregational Church of 
Danville, Iowa, and 300 citizens of New London, Iowa, praying 
for the enactment of og eget to prohibit the sale of intoxicat- 
ing liquors in any building owned by the United States Govern- 
ment, asked that it be discharged from the further consideration 
of the petitions, and that they be referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TELLER, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the amendment submitted by Mr. WALTHALL on the 6th 
instant, intended to be 1 to the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill, reported it without amendment, and 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on Appropriations 
and printed; which was agreed to. 

JOHN KEEFE. 

Mr. TELLER. Iam directed by the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4538) for the relief of John 
Keefe, to report it favorably, and submit a written report thereon. 
I will say that this bill involves a little matter of but $220 to pay 
a laborer in Syracuse, N. V., and that it has the approval of the 
Treasury Department. I therefore ask that it may be considered 
at this time and put on its 8. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. Itproposes to pay to John 
Keefe, of Syracuse, N. Y., the sum of $220, in full compensation 
for his services as engineer in the United States court-house and 
post-office building in Syracuse, N. Y., for the months of July and 
bin, hex 1888, and from June 1 to August 17, 1889. 

e bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


USE OF THE LIBRARY BUILDING. 


Mr. MORRILL. Iam directed by the Committee on Additional 
Accommodations for the Library of Congress to report back the 
resolution which I send to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HILL in the chair). 
resolution will be read. 

‘The Secretary read as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 
building 8 additional accommodations for the Library of Congress 


not used or occupied, nor any part thereof, for an panos other 
that legitimately pa aiaa with the aforesaid Librarya Congress, 


The 


Mr. MORRILL. [am directed by the committee to ask imme- 
diate consideration of the resolution, to which I think there will 
be no objection. 

Mr. TELLER. Let it be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the resolution? 

Mr. ALLEN. Letit be ain read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Theresolution will beagain read. 

The Secretary read the resolution. 

Mr. HALE. I wish the Senator who has reported the resolution 
would state to the Senate just what is meant to be covered by it. 
If it is simply intended to prohibit any inauguration ball or cere- 
monies of that kind in the new Library building, that is one thing, 
and perhaps nobody would object to it; but if there are spaces in 
the building which need not be devoted to the Library for years to 
come, I do not know of any reason why they may not be utilized 
in some way. I have seen reports in some of the newspapers that 
some of the rooms were intended to be occupied for what perhaps 
would not be strictly Library p „some scientific or semi- 
scientific purposes, and, for one, I do not see, considering that 
there isa great deal of waste in the building, any objec- 
tion to that. Ishould like the Senator to explain, before I give 
consent that the resolution be considered to-day, just what he 
intends by the resolution. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, the resolution was very care- 
fully considered by the full committee, and has been before the 
committee for some time, and there has been no opinion expressed 
in opposition to it. I will say that it is intended to exclude every- 
thing which is not pertinent to the Library itself. The Library 
perhaps is larger than will be needed for the present for the 
amount of books which we now have, but it is not any larger than 
will be e in years to come for the Library alone. If we 
are to begin by letting in one Department and then another, and 
they are apt to make applications from all sources for accommo- 
aon im the new Library, I think we shall find ourselves in some 
trouble. 

I understand that the 8 Society desire that room 
shall be assigned them. It has been proposed that the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor shall have a place in the Library 
building, and still further that a part of the National Museum 
shall be placed there, as that might obviate the building of addi- 
tional accommodations for that institution. 

I hope, therefore, that the resolution will be allowed to pass, 
and yet if the Senator from Maine desires to have it lie upon the 
table, I shall not object. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I think the resolution had better 
go over. The Library building is a most magnificent one. It is 
a credit to the designers, to the officers who had its construction 
in hand, to the Congress which has furnished the money which 
has built it, and to the country; but it has immense space divided 
and partitioned into different rooms that for a few years to come 
may be occupied for some useful purpose, and not in the slightest 
degree interfere with the Library; occupied for purposes where a 
removal may be made at any time; occupied where it will be no 
reproach to the Librarian or to the Library for it to be so occu- 
pied. Ishould like that the resolution stand over for the present 
until Senators can look into and examine it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being made, the reso- 
lution will go over. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BROWN introduced a bill (S. 3518) for the relief of Edward 
Byrne; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CHILTON introduced a bill (S. 8519) to authorize the cons 
struction or acquisition of a bridge across the Rio Grande River, 
at El Paso, in the State of Texas; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MURPHY introduced a bill (S. 3520) to provide for the erec- 
tion of a custom-house in the city of New York; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

. MCBRIDE introduced a bill (S. 3521) removing the charge 
of desertion from the name of James K. Parker, who served as a 
private in Company B, Third Hast Tennessee Infantry, and also as 
a private in Company B, Ninth Tennessee Cavalry Volunteers; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
paper, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

r. GEAR introduced a bill (S. 3522) to amend an act entitled 
“An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line 
from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure 
the Government the use of the same for postal, military, an 
other purposes,” approved July 1, 1862; also to amend an act ap 
proved July 2, 1864; and also an act approved May 7, 1878, bo 


in amendment of said first-mentioned act and other acts amenda- 
tory thereof and supplemental thereto, and to provide for the 
settlement of claims growing out of the issue of bonds to aid 5 
the construction of certain railroads, and to secure the paymen 

of all indebtedness to the United States of certain companies 


1897. 


therein mentioned; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

Mr. HOAR introduced a bill (S. 3523) to provide for further 
proving the genuineness of handwriting by comparison; which 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. A 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3524) to remove doubts concerning 
the jurisdiction of district judges; which was read twice by its 
title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. McBRIDE submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 

posed by him to the legislative, executive, and judicial appro- 
riation bill; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
nds, and ordered to be printed. 

He also submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 


him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to the | party 


Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHOUP submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the Army appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FRYE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the diplomatic and consular appropriation bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed, 

STATISTICS OF THE PRODUCT OF MINES. 
Mr. STEW ART submitted the following resolution; which was 


considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Mines and Mining be instructed to exam- 
ine and report as to the best method of gathering statistics of the product oi 
the mines of the United States. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

A bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad bridges across the Cum- 
berland and Tennessee rivers, in Kentucky; and 

A bill (H. R. 2 to authorize the construction by the Duluth 
and North Dakota Railroad Company of two bridges across the 
Red River of the North between the States of Minnesota and 
North Dakota. 

The bill (H. R. 5635) to amend section 1754 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, relating to preferences in the civil service, 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Civil 
Service and Retrenchment. 

The bill (H. R. 6780) to amend section 2335 of the Revised Stat- 
utes was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The bill (H. R. 9783) to authorize the Union Railroad Company 
to construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. QUAY. Lask that that bill may lie on the table for the 
present, as @ similar bill has been upon by the Committee 
on Commerce, which I wish to substitute for the House bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill referred to by the Sen- 
aa from Pennsylvania will lie on the table, if there be no objec- 

on. 

WATER SYSTEM BONDS IN FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ, 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Bacon] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS. Iask the Senator from Georgia to yield to me for 
a moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Georgia 
yield to the Senator from Minnesota? 

Mr. BACON, Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ishould feel greatly obliged for unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to enable me to call up House bill 8676. It is 
an exigent and meritorious bill for the relief of a town in Arizona. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The title of the bill referred to 
by the Senator from Minnesota will be read for information, sub- 
ject to objection. 

The Secretary read the bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of 
Flagstaff, in the Territory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct 
a water system. 

Mr. ALLEN. I supposed the bill was simply being read for 
1 I did not know that consent had been given to take 
it up. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the bill? 

Mr. DAVIS. L hope the Senator from Nebraska will not object. 
Mr. ALLEN. I want to ask the Senator from Minnesota what 
is the necessity for Congress passing such a bill? Can not that 
authority be given by the Territorial legislature? 

Mr. DAVIS. Not under the Territorial charter. 

Mr. ALLEN. Does not the enabling act authorize the Terri- 
tory to do so? 
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Mr. DAVIS. It does not. They could not negotiate a bond 
without the passage of this bill. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

USE OF MONEY IN ELECTIONS. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, on the 11th of January I obtained 
permission to have printed as Miscellaneous Document No. 55 a 
statement of the vote at the recent Presidential election. My at- 
tention has been called to two subheadings which I think ought 
to be corrected. Where the subheading ‘Successes of Mark 
Hanna” is printed, I wish that stricken out and the subhead 
“ Contested States” inserted in lieu thereof. The next subhead- 
ing, “Failures of Mark Hanna,” I ask to have stricken out and 
instead that the words States not carried by the Republican 
be inserted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The changes asked for by the 
Senator from Nebraska will be made, in the absence of objection, 
The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 

Mr. GORMAN. I ask that the joint resolution on which the 
Senator from Georgi 8 Bacon] desired to submit some re- 
marks may now be laid before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maryland 
asks unanimous consent that the unfinished business be tem 
rarily laid aside, and that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of a joint resolution, the title of which will be stated, in order 
that the Senator from Georgia may submit some remarks thereon, 
Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Lask if the unfinished business has been 
laid before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not yet been laid before 
the Senate. The Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished busi- 
ness coming over from ü 8 the title of which will be stated, 

The SECRETARY. A bill (H. R. 8656) providing for free home- 
steads on the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and 
bona fide settlers, and reserving the puns lands for that purpose. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I wish to ask unanimous consent that the 
unfinished business shall be taken up to-morrow immediatel 
after the routine morning business, and that the vote be h. 
to-morrow afternoon at 4 o’clock. $ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from South Dakota 
asks unanimous consent that the unfinished business be taken u 
to-morrow immeđiately after the routine morning business, an 
that a vote be had upon the bill at 4 o’clock to-morrow. Is there 
sa! ga The Chair hears none; and it is so ordered. 

3 e bill will now be laid aside temporarily, in the absence of 
objection, 


INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA. 
Mr. HALE. Ihope the joint resolution on which the Senator 
from Georgia desires to address the Senate may now be laid 


before the body. : 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair lays before the Sen- 
the recognition 


ate the joint resolution (S. R. 188) in relation 
of the independence of fareign governments. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have an amendment in the way of a substi- 
tute for that joint resolution, which I ask may be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be ordered 
to be printed, in the absence of objection. 

The Senator from Georgia is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, I regret exceedingly the lateness 
of the hour and the circumstances under which I am now call 
upon to address the Senate on this very important question. I 
should ask the further indulgence of the Senate for a postpone- 
ment until some other time but that I fear the pressing business 
of the Senate might not, in that case, give me the opportunity to 
present certain views which I am anxious that I may have the 
e to present to this body. 

n December I introduced a concurrent resolution, which has 
been referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. I will read it: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 
question of the re ition by this Government of any people as a free and 
independent nation is one exclusively for the determination of Congress in 
its capacity as the lawmaking power; 

Resolved further, That this prerogative of sovereign power does not apper- 
tain to the executive department of the Government, except in so far as the 
President is, under the Constitution, by the exercise of the veto, made a part 
of the lawmaking power of the Government. 

The resolution being before the Committee on the Judiciary, it 
is not competent for me to call it up, and I therefore avail myself 
of the opportunity presented by the pendency of the joint resolu- 
tion introduced by the Senator from Texas [Mr. MILLS] to ad- 
dress myself to the general subject, which is also embraced in the 
at section of his joint resolution, which I ask the Secretary to 
rea 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read as re- 
quested. 
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The Secretary read as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent 
America in ngres assembled, That the expediency o 
mdence of a een gorena belongs to Congress, 
sọ determine, the 


Mr. BACON. Mr. President, the general subject of the powers 
of the Executive and of Congress as the lawmaking power is raised 
. as well by the first section of the joint resolution of the Senator 
from Texas as by the resolution offered by myself, and in the dis- 
cussion I shall treat the subject generally, having more icular 
reference to the phraseology and direct provisions of the resolu- 
tion offered by myself, which is now before the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

This, Mr. President, may be said to be a question which has not 
come before us incidentally. It is true that the question arises 
out of the pendency of the question of the recognition of Cuban inde- 
pendence, but it has been brought before usin a much more direct 
way than could possibly be accomplished by the simple pendenc 
of that matter. The Committee on Foreign Relations, eee 
of Senators of experience and ability, men not only eminent in 
this body, but eminent as the foremost men of the nation, have 
reported to the Senate a resolution in which they affirm indirectly 
the power of Congress to deal with this subject. They have rec- 
ommended the adoption of a resolution by which the api. Paton 
of Cuba would be acknowledged by this Government, and thereby 
have affirmed that in their opinion it is competent for the law- 
making power by the adoption of a joint resolution to acknowl- 
edge such independence. 

mmediately thereafter an officer of another de 
Government, the Secretary of State, publishes what we may ac- 
cept as an authorized interview, in which he denies the power of 
Congress to take such action, denies its authority to pass upon the 

uestion whether or not a government shall be acknowledged as a 
F kan and independent government, and claims that under the Con- 
stitution the exclusive power so to do rests with the Executive. 
In pursuance of the expression of that opinion, and in the same 
interview, he announces that if Congress should take such action 
it would be treated by the Executive as of no authority, and he 
3 invites the attention of foreign nations to the fact 

t the executive department of this Government, as regards 
this question, acknowledges no such authority in the lawmaking 
department of the Government. 

We have here, Mr. President, a direct, most undisguised issue; 
one which has been presented in such a manner that this depart- 
ment of the Government must either meet and assert its preroga- 
tive or by its silence must consent to the assertion that it has no 
such prerogative. Therefore I say thatthis question has not been 
incidentally raised. It has been presented to us as the sharpest, 
the most distinct of issues. We must either meet it, or we must 
assent to the proposition that we are not entitled to exercise this 
prerogative; and when I say “we” I mean the la ing power 
of the Government. 

This question is to be decided by a consideration of what are 
the powers of these two great departments of this Government as 
88 upon the several departments by the provisions of the 
Constitution of the United States. There has never before been 
a time in the history of this Government, 8 period of more 
than one hundred years, since its foundation, when this question 
has been distinctly raised. There have been claims and asser- 
tions on the one side and on the other as to what were the rights 
of either of the departments, but there has never been an instance, 
so far as I know or have been able to ascertain—and if I am in 
error I shall be glad if some Senator who has had more ence 
will correct me—where the question has been distinctly raised 
between the legislative de ent, the lawmaking department 
of the Government, and the executive department as to which 
department has the right to exercise this aces power. In the 
consideration of the question it is necessary that we should ap 
to the grants of power found in the Constitution to each of these 
departments, and that we should endeavor to har both by the 
letter and the spirit of the Constitution which of these depart- 
ments has a right to exercise this great power. 

Mr. President, I submit that this is a very Eraro question; that 
itis a question of the highest importance; that it is a question 
the importance of which isnot measured by the influence which 
it may have upon the further question of the independence of 
any foreign government, but that it is a question the impor- 
tance of which is measured by the fact that it must have in its 
decision a large influence in determining the lines which divide 
the authority and the power of one great department of this Gov- 
ernment from the power and authority of another department of 
the Government. thermore, it is a question the importance 
of which is measured not simply by the decision so far as it may 
affect the particular question of the right to recognize the inde- 
83 of a government, but it goes further, for the reason that 

e 
ti 


iples which are involved and which will control this par- 
question will also control very many more questions that 
closely concern the interests of the people of this country. 
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In considering the question as to where this power lies it is 
necessary to see what the Constitution has granted to the executive 
department. It is nec that we should endeavor to see what 
was the design of the Constitution as to where the {sovereign 
powers should be vested, and that we should endeavor then to 
classify this particular power to see where it should lie. 

Anyone who reads the Constitution must be impressed by the 
fact that the great central object in the formation of that instru- 
ment was to make this a representative government, not simpl 
a government representative in form, but a government whak 
should be representative in fact, and a 5 which the 
people, through these whom they might elect as their lawmakers, 
should determine what should be the measures, what should be 
the policies, and what should be the laws of this country. In 
accordance with that design, all 33 power is committed 
to Congress, and the very first section of the first article in the 
Constitution, the very first line in the Constitution after the pre- 
amble, is one which asserts that all legislative powers conferred 
by that instrument are conferred upon a Congress of the United 
States to consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

This is not only a broad and a general grant, but it isan exclu- 
sive grant, and when we come to examine the powers conferred 
upon the Executive, we find no vestige, no scintilla of an inten- 
tion to confer upon the President any legislative power whatever 
except in so far as the veto power may make him a part of the 
lawmaking power of the Government. Thus it is that when a 
power is claimed for the executive department, and the question 
arises whether it is a power which belongs to the executive de- 
artment or is a power which belongs to the legislative depart- 
ment, one infallible test is this: Will the effect of the exercise of 
that power by the executive department be to enable it to accom- 
plish that which is equivalent to the creation of law? Will it be 
to make that law which was not law before? If it does, then itis 
in the nature of a lawmaking power, and the test will decide that 
it is not one to be exercised by the Executive, but that it must be 
exercised by the legislative department. 

Mr. President, if we apply this test to the particular question 
(I shall endeavor to hurry through this part of what I have to 
say, because it is only necessary to speak of it in general terms) 
whether the executive 9 has the right and the power 
under the Constitution, the exclusive power, to acknowledge the 
independence of a country, and endeavor to ascertain whether or 
not the acknowl ent of the independence of acountry has the 
effect to accomplish that which would be in the nature of the 
creation of law, what do we find? What is the effect of the ac- 
knowl ent of the independence of a nation? One necessary 
effect of it is to make that law in this country which was not law 
before. One necessary effect of it is to make all the obligations 
which apply under international law to any independent nation 
the law of this country as to that nation. 

If under this test such a recognition is in its nature and effect a 
legislative act, even though not in the usual form of a statute, the 
power rests exclusively with Congress in its lawmaking capacity, 
and in the absence of express grant in the Constitution it can not 
possibly belong to the Executive. 

Is, then, such a recognition an act legislative in its nature and 
effect? An act, whatever be its form or guise, is legislative in 
effect whenever it imposes binding obligations and imperative 
duties upon the community which did not theretofore exist, 
Whatever is commanded by competent authority becomes law, 
and any such command, operating upon a whole people and also 
upon the departments and officials of the government, is a public 


law. 


The recognition of the independence of a people does impose 
upon the per and officials of this Government new obligations 
and new duties. It lays upon them commands to observe such 
new duties and obligations to the new nation, its people, and its 
officials, and forbids them to infringe on rights which did not 
theretofore exist, rights which are by such recognition. 

International law. although never enacted in statutory form b, 
any congress or parliament, is a recognized code of law of bind- 
ing authority, and is so recognized and administered by our 
courts. It guarantees certain rights and imposes recipr obli- 
gations between independent nations. So soon as the independence 
of a nation is recognized by this Government, the duty is imposed 
upon our people and upon our officials that they shall regard 
those rights and observe those obligations in and to the people 
and government of the new nation. As respects a people not an 
independent nation no such obligation of law rests upon us. But 
when, by legal authority, the independence of a people is recog- 
nized, the act of recognition instantly, without more, lays upon 
our people and upon our officials the command to observe these 
obligations. As regards the relations between the people and 
officials of this Government and those of the newly independent 
people, that is made law for us which was not theretoforelaw. If 

lay these commands upon the people and officials of the Gov- 
ernment isin the nature of a legislative act, then the official act 
which necessarily operates to create such commands is not within 
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the province of the Executive except in so far as it may be per- 
formed with the assent of Congress. p 

Mr. President, in addition to the view which I have thus far 
suggested, in a still broader sense has such recognition the nature 
and effect of a legislative act. 

The act of recognition, when legally done, makes the independ- 
ence of the new nation the law of this country. The object of 
the recognition is to change the legal status in this country of the 
people whose independence as a nation is thus declared. If not 
80. what is the purpose and what is the effect of such recognition 
by thisGovernment? The purpose and effect can not be to change 
the legal status of such people in the contemplation and laws of 
other governments. That would be an im ibility. It can not 
be only to extend the expression of ar y to the people of the 
recognized government. It is not simply intermeddling bravado. 
Nor is it merely a defiance to the one and a message of encour- 
agement to the other of two contending parties. On the contrary, 

by such recognition is intended, and in fact found, something more 
material, something more practical. à 

It isa declaration of law in thiscountry, with all of its attendant 
consequences, that a new nation has come into existence and that 
in its relations with this Government and this people it has all 
of the attributes and all of the rights of sovereignty; that it has 
the right to enforce every duty of citizenship upon those owing it 
allegiance; that it may declare war and make ; that it may 
raise and maintain armies and build and commission ships of war; 
that it may lay and collect duties on imports, and that it may make 
treaties with foreign nations izing its independence.. 

Irepeat, Mr. President, that the recognition makes the independ- 
ence of the new nation a part of the law of this land. It becomes 
law binding upon the citizen, the official, and the Government; 
law 3 administered by our courts; law under which 
in our own courts title to property is vested and divested; law 
which can be made the test of alleged crime; law which no judge 
of our courts could wantonly and capriciously ignore and refuse 
to administer without subjecting himself to impeachment and 
removal from office. 

The declaration of a simple fact as a fact can not accomplish 
such result. The mere declaration of a fact as such can not coerce 
the action of a whole people and command the judgments and 
determine the decrees of courts as to property and personal lib- 
erty and life. Only law can do this, and only Congress can by 
the exercise of this power of recognition of the independence of a 
nation declare this law. When the act of recognition is by the 
Executive, it derives its validity from the assent of Congress, actual 
or implied. Such recognition by the Executive, in an undisputed 
case, is entirely consistent with the implied assent of Congress, 
and entirely consistent with the recognized existence of the final 
or supreme constitutional power being in Congress. 

Mr. GRAY. Would the Senator from Georgia object to an 
interruption? 

Mr. BACON. Not in the least. 

Mr. GRAY. Iam very much interested in the argument the 
Senator is making, and it is new, so far as I know. I understand 
him to say that there can be a law which exists and is binding as 
a law directing conduct and controlling the action of officials and 
citizens that exists by the implied consent of Congress. 

Mr. BACON. The shah eee is this: International law is a 
part of the law of this land and will be administered by the courts 
of this country, both Federal and State, without any distinct legal 
enactment either by Congress or by any State government. When 
throngh legal action by proper authority a nation is recognized as 
an 8 nation, all the rights which that nation has under 
international law are rights which under the law of the Federal 
Government, rights which under the law of State governments, 
can be enforced either in the courts of the Federal Government 
or of the States by reason of the fact that such ind dence has 
been acknowledged. That is the proposition, and, Mr. President, 
I did not suppose it would be questioned. If the learned Senator 
from Delaware does question it, while I have not the books here 
I can undertake to furnish him with authorities, both Federal 
and State, to the effect that international law is a law which, 
while it has never been enacted by the authorities of this country, 
is binding upon the courts, both Federal and State, and will be 
enforced in either of those jurisdictions. 

Mr. GRAY. I do not question at all the proposition the Senator 
has just advanced. I only asked him a question in order that I 
5 87 understand his proposition. I perhaps misunderstand it, 
and I wish to be corrected if I am wrong. I understand that the 
Senator’s opposition to the proposition that the Executive can 
recognize the independency of a new government not heretofore 
existing in the family of nations is based on the ground that such 

an act is essentially a legislative act, because it creates a rule of 
‘conduct for officials and citizens that hitherto has not been created. 

Mr. GRAY I e that of his correct]: 

3 I Iun at part is argument A 
Then I understand the last proposition, as to which T ook iho 


this, to be that hereto- 
ndence of a 
ing act was 


liberty of asking the question 
fore wherever the 8 has recogni the in 


government the only validity that it as a la 
m the implied or tacit acquiescence of Congress. 

Mr. BACON. Exactly. 

Mr.GRAY. My questionis, whether any law can be created by 
the implied sanction of the of the United States? 

Mr. BACON. The distinguished Senator, I presume, would 
like to lead me off into a very hair-splitting discussion. The gen- 
eral proposition is this: There are a great many acts performed 
by the Executive which depend for their ultimate authority upon 
the fact that the Executive, as the executive arm of the ern- 
ment, is doing that which, while not specifically and directly in 
terms authorized by the lawmaking power, is with its implied 
assent; and if the distinguished Senator will do me the honor to 
hear me to my conclusion I hope to satisfy him that the act of the 
Executive in the recognition of the independence of a nation does 
not depend upon the ultimate power and exclusive authority of 
the executive department to make such recognition, but depends 
upon the fact that Con , which alone has this ultimate power, 
is consenting to what the Executive does. 

Now, Mr. President, if the ultimate power is with Co „and 
if Congress assents to it, it is a legal act, and whether it is an ex- 
press or implied act, all! consequences must flow from it asif 
it were directly authorized by Congress. 

Mr. GRAY. I understand the Senator's proposition, and I shall 
not interrupt him further. 

Mr. BACON. I have no objection to interruption. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CHILTON in the chair), 
Does À 3 Senator from Georgia yield to the Senator from Connect- 
icu 

Mr. BACON. Certainly, 

Mr. PLATT. How does the Senator claim that Congress assents? 
Because it does not dissent? 

Mr. BACON. Where it has knowledge of the facts, where the 
Executive is proceeding and Congress has full opportunity to 
know and does know everything which is done, of course - 

assents. If the Senator from Connecticut will pardon me 

or a moment, and will allow me to get further into my argument, 
he will see what I mean. But in order that he may not misunder- 
stand me now, I say the proposition which I shall endeavor to 
maintain is, that the ultimate power to determine whether a na- 
tion shall or shall not be recognized by this Government isa power 
in the lawmaking department of the Government, and that where 
the lawmaking department sits by in full knowledge of what is 
going on and permits the Executive to act as the agency, the me- 
dium through which this is always done, appropriates money to 
ministers, as is suggested to me hy the Senator from Montana 

| r. CARTER], or in any other way acquiesces in it, it is a con- 

Mr. GRAY. The f money 

3 3 e appropriation o is an affirmative act. 
I with the Senator. 

. BACON. It is an affirmative act, but it is an indirect 
affirmation. I will say to the Senator from Delaware and the 
Senator from Connecticut that if nt Ble permit me to develop 
the argument a little further, they see what I mean without 
causing me to explain each step as I go along. I do not, however, 
object to interruptions, and I shall be more than happy to answer 
any question, so far as my ability will enable me to do so, that 
may be asked by either of the distinguished Senators or by others, 

Mr. GRAY, I ize the Senator’s courtesy in the matter. 

Mr. BACON. I said that the simple declaration of a fact 
could not accomplish in the way of making a law which is to be 
enforced by courts what is accomplished whenever the legal dec- 
laration is made by competent authority of the independence of a 
nation, that that could only be accomplished by law, and that only 

can, by the exercise of this power of recognition of the 
independence of a nation, declare such law. 

Mr. President, there is yet another view, still more controlling, 
inmy pienas, in support of the proposition (and I ask the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Delaware and the attention of other Sen- 
ators to this point, because it largely answers, I think, or rather 
bears upon the solution of the question which they propounded to 
me) that this power rests, under the Constitution, with Congress, 
and not with the Executive. 

The recognition of the independence of a people, with all of the 
consequences which may flow from such recognition, is necessarily 
an act of the highest sovereignty. Mr. Seward, when Secretary 
of State, used this language in a letter addressed to Mr. Adams, 
then minister to England: 


To recognize the independence of a new state, and so favor, possibly deter- 
mine, its admission into the family of nations, is the highest 8 
of so’ power, because it affects in every case the w of two na- 
tions, and often the peace of the world. 


The prerogative to determine upon the exercise of this highest 
possible sovereign power belongs properly and necessarily to that 
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authority in the state which in its constitutional functions most 
fully representsits sovereignty. That authority in this Govern- 
ment is the lawmaking power. 

Tne Government in its entirety is the e But the 
Constitution has invested Congress with almost all of the prerog- 
atives of that sovereignty. The broad, unlimited, and exclusive 
grant of all legislative powers under the Constitution, without 
more, carries with it the larger and most important part of the 
powers of sovereignty. But the enumeration in the Constitution 
of the powers of Congress goes further, conferring upon it, among 
others, the powers— 

To lay and collect taxes. 

To provide for the common defense and general welfare of the 

United States. 

To regulate commerce with foreign nations. 

To coin money and regulate the value thereof. 

To define and punish offenses against the law of nations. 

To declare war. 

To raise and support armies. 

To provide and maintain a navy. 

To suppress insurrections and repel invasions. 

Each of these, besides others of which I have omitted to make 
mention, is a distinct power of sovereignty—the powers which 
kings with unlimited power personally wield; and in addition 
thereto, after enumerating these most sovereign powers, there is 
the following comprehensive grant of power to Congress: 
2. powers end sil exter powers rested by tule Coast 
tution in the Government of the United Sta or in any department or 
officer thereof. 

. By this, not only is Congress clothed generally with all power 
of legislation necessary to carry into effect all the powers granted 
to Congress, but Congress is further and exclusively vested with 
the power to make any and all laws necessary and proper for the 
execution of any of the powers of the Government of the United 
States and of any department of the Government. Mr. Presi- 
dent, when to these Ege powers is joined the power to impeach 
and remove from office any officer of the Government, from the 
President to the lowest civil officer, little could be added to com- 

letely invest Congress with every attribute of the sovereignty of 
The Government. 

Compared to this great array of sovereign powers granted to 
Congress, those conferred on the President present a most strik- 
ing contrast. He is clothed with the great power and responsi- 
bility of the execution of the laws, but beyond this the only pre- 
rogative of sovereignty with which he is exclusively invested is 
the pardoning power, and even that is denied to him in cases of 
impeachment by the House and conviction by the Senate. Least 
of all is there to him the slightest grant of the greatest of all pow- 
ers—the power to make law. 

Mr. President, the fact can not be too distinctly announced, it 
can not be too highly appreciated, that the only distinct prero 
tive of sovereignty which is granted to the President of the Uni 
States is the pardoning power, and in that he is limited in cases 
of im hment, where he is denied the exercise of it. Least of 
all, Mr. President, is there the least grant of the slightest legis- 
lative function to the Executive of the Government. 

We have passed by more than two hundred years the period in 
the history of our race when one man could assume and exercise 
the power to determine, independently of the a aes depart- 
ment, what should be, even in part, the laws of the government. 
The framers of the Constitution stood nearer by a hundred years 

than we do to the time when a king sought to rule without par- 
liament and in defiance of parliament, when he sought to take to 
himself all the powers of government and set at naught the laws 
and wishes of the country’s constitutional legislators. The great 
and wise men who framed our fundamental law stood in the cen- 
tury next removed from that which had witnessed the culmination 
of that at struggle from the events of which they gathered the 
lesson that the material interests and the liberties of a people are 
safest when the great powers of government are lodged not in the 
control of one man, of whatever title or office, but in the hands of 
their elected representatives. They had learned from it that one 
man invested with such powers was quick to consider his own for- 
tunes and the fortunes of his favorites of more co: uence than 
the 5 of a whole people. They were taught by that his- 
tory to fear that one so girt with power would grow great in his 
own conceit, that he would attempt to draw to himself all the 
authority of government, and that, puffed i Paki the estimate of 
his own greatness, not only one born to the ki gly office, but also 
one who held but temporarily the elective office of President, might 
come tothink himself compassed with “the divinty that doth h. 

a king.” 
These framers of the Constitution at that time, when they were 
defining the powers of the Executive doubtless then had in antici- 
tion that the first President under the new Government would 
Washington. They would not have feared to invest him with 
all power; but they looked beyond. While they hoped that only 


good and wise men would be chosen to that high office, they for- 
got not the frailties of the weak nor the agping ambitions of the 
strong. They guarded against the worst. ey designed that in 
the hands of a weak Executive the Government should not fail, 
and that in the hands of one strong, self-willed, and ambitious 
there should not be imperiled the free institutions which the 
sought to establish. erefore while they created a great an 
noble office, one within its legitimate sphere the greatest and the 
noblest of all the earth, they designed that its greatness and no- 
bility should not consist in the arbi powers of the kingly 
office. The greatness of the Presiden’ office does not consist 
in his will being the law to 70,000,000 people, but in the fact that 
the President in himself personifies the will of a great and free 
people as that will is expressed by them through another depart- 
ment of the Government. Noman can shut his eyes to the fac 
that, to that end, while they invested the President with all the 
at ada power of the Executive office, they carefully withheld 
from the grant of the powers of sovereignty. Every power 
given to him was most carefully restricted and guarded. 

While they gave him the power of the veto, they gave to Congress 
the power to override his veto by a two-thirds vote of each House, 

Vhile they gave him power to negotiate treaties with forei 
nations, they made such treaties of no effect until agreed to by 
the Senate. 

They gave him power to pardon those convicted of crime, but 
denied to him the power to paroon in cases of impeachment. 

They gave him the power to appoint all civil officers, but except 
temporarily, when Congress is not in session, such appointments 
are of no validity until confirmed by the Senate. 

They made him Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, 
but they left it to Congress to determine what should be the size 
and constitution of the Army and Navy, and whether there should 
be any Army and Navy. They denied him the power to appointa 
single officer of either the Army or the Navy, from the command- 
ing officers to the lowest subalterns, unless each of such appoint- 
ments should receive the confirmation of the Senate. They gave 
him no power to equip and maintain either Army or Navy fora 
day. ey gave him no power to make war, nor can he of him- 
self conclude peace. The power to make rules for the government 
and regulation of the Army and Navy is denied RISS and is 
expressly conferred upon Congress. It is evident that as Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy he is but the executiv: 
arm, and that in that capacity he is himself in every detail an 
particular subject to the commands of the lawmaking power. 

Finally they made the Chief Executive, as well as every other 
civil officer, from the head of the Cabinet to the most obscure civil 
official, subject to trial and removal from office, without appeal, 
upon im hment by the House and conviction by the Senate 
a power in much conservatism and wisdom but seldom exercised, 
but nevertheless a power, resting as it does, without defined limits 
as to what shall be deemed a high crime or misdemeanor, almost 
exclusively in the discretion of the House and Senate, which 
bat gron? safeguard against encroachment and official miscondu 

. President, in this analysis I am 3 , by an examina- 
tion of the various and relative powers co: erred upon the legis- 
lative department on the one hand and those conferred upon the 
executive department on the other, to ascertain where properly 
rests the function of sovereign power in the exercise of which a 
Lint sd is recognized by this Government as a free and independent 
nation. 

Upon this general analysis it would seem to be established tha 
almost all of the functions of the sovereignty of the Governmen 
are vested in their ultimate power in the legislative department. 
It is further true that all the functions of the sovereignty of the 
Government, in so far as they necessitate affirmative determina- 
tion and command, the directing of what shall be done and what 
shall not be done, are vested exclusively in the lawmaking power. 

If the recognition of the independence of a j} le as a free and 
sovereign nation is in itself an act of high sovereignty—anud who 
will gainsay it?—it would seem to be a necessary conclusion that 
in the absence of express grant to any particular department such 
act can only be legally performed under the determination, express 
or sopia, of that department of the Government which has been 
invested with those functions of sovereignty involving the deter- 
mination of all affirmative action by the Government. 

Mr. President, if I am wrong in this view, if there is a single 
function of the executive department outside of the treaty-making 
power in which he is clothed with the power of a determination 
of anyaffirmative action other than that which he gets in the exe- 
cution of the laws, I should like for some Senator to point out 
where, under the Constitution of the United States, is the Presi» 
dent authorized to perform one single affirmative act topong 
new duties, outside of the treaty-making power, for which he d 
not get the authority by express statutory provision. 

Mr. GRAY and Mr. PLATT addressed the Chair, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Georgia 
yield to the Senator from Delaware? 

Mr. BACON. Certainly. . 
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Mr. GRAY. I call the attention of the Senator to what he has 
already no doubt considered, the power expressly given to the 
President to appoint ambassadors, ministers, consuls, etc., and to 
receive ministers from foreign governments. ~ 

Mr. BACON. Iam speaking of an individual act of the Presi- 
dent that he is authorized to perform, which shall have the effect 
to create a duty which theretofore did not exist. I am not speak- 
ing of an act that he is authorized to perform which has to be con- 
firmed by this body. I shall have something to say upon the sub- 
ject of the reception of ministers. ; 

Mr. GRAY. But the fact that no ambassador or other public 
minister can be appointed except by the advice and consent of the 
Senate does not support the contention that Congress has any par- 
ticipation in that act. 

r. BACON. I am not on that point now, Mr. President. 

Mr. GRAY. The Senate is merely the advisory council of the 
executive branch, created by the Constitution. ; 

Mr. BACON. Ishall come to that question later. Iam now 
upon a distinct question, and I am ready to answer any question 
the Senator will ask me upon that particular point. The question 
is whether there is under the Constitution of the United States 
authority to the President of the United States, not in conjunc- 
tion with any other department, but of himself alone, to perform 
a single act the performance of which shall have the effect to 
create an obligation which did not theretofore exist. 

Mr. GRAY. Suppose he receives a minister from a foreign 
nation. 

Mr. BACON. Iam coming to that as a separate matter. 

Mr. GRAY. Very well; then I will not anticipate the Senator. 

Mr. BACON. Iam ready to answer the Senator any question 
he may desire to ask me, so far as I may be able, which relates to 
the receiving of ambassadors. 

Mr. GRAY. I pointed out one; but I do not want to anticipate 
the Senator's argument, of course. 

Mr. BACON. Iam speaking of an act which the President is 
to perform, which is binding upon our people, not an act per- 
formed in the reception of a minister. 

Mr. GRAY. Is not that act binding upon our people? 

Mr. BACON. Ishall discuss that as a separate matter. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Georgia 
yield to the Senator from Connecticut? 

Mr. BACON. Certainly. 

Mr. PLATT. How does the Senator from Georgia suppose the 
President gets the authority to make a demand upon a foreign 
power for an indemnity to be paid to this Government for losses 
which have been sustained by a citizen of the Government? 

Mr. BACON. Certainly u the ground that he is the execu- 
tive officer, and he makes a demand as such, but a demand which 
Congress may at any time come in and stop and say he should 
not make. erefore, he makes it by the implied assent of Con- 
gress. Does the Senator dispute that if a demand were made upon 
a foreign government by the President, Congress by joint reso- 
5 an ascites d i. best | has cannad honid tative 

o . am sp go ate power when I am 
Seat wer. Isay the ultimate power would be in Congress b 
act or by joint resolution to stop the President and say he s 
not do it. Therefore, if that is the case it must be done by the 


implied assent of Congress. 
Mr.PLATT. Then I understand the Senator’s ition to be 
that the President as the executive officer is clothed with certain 


powers, but that Congress may overrule them. Is that it? 

Mr. BACON. I mean to say that so far as the execution of the 
laws is concerned the President derives his authority from the 
Constitution, and so far as he exercises any other function where 
there is an express grant to him in the Constitution he exercises 
it by virtue of that express grant; but that in the general admin- 
istration of the executive office he isin the main executing the 
laws passed by Congress, laws over which Congress has the ulti- 
mate power either in their enactment or their repeal, and laws, 
therefore, in the execution of which Congress can at any time 
arrest him. 

Mr. PLATT. Suppose the President makes a demand upon a 
foreign power to surrender a citizen unlawfully detained by that 
sores power, where does he get that authority under the Consti- 

on 

Mr. BACON. He gets it from the fact that he does it with the 
assent of the lawmaking power, for the reason that the lawmak- 
ie powe could at any time step in and stop him, 

. HALE. May I ask the Senator from Georgia a question? 
Mr. BACON. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. I see how extremely exhaustive and trenchant is 
the effect of the Senator’s position, and I ask him whether on his 
Proposition and under his reasoning he believes that the Consti- 

ution has left to the President any independent power? 

Mr. BACON. The distinguished Senator from Maine was not 
in his seat at the time when I began my remarks. Ido not think 


he was here at the time when I spoke of the Presidential office as 
one of the highest and noblest of all on earth, and gave the reasons 
upon which I based that opinion. I will say, in answer to the 
honorable Senator, that the President is undoubtedly clothed with 
every function which is expressly conferred upon him as the Exec- 
utive for the purpose of carrying into effect the laws of the land, 
The ped injunction imposed upon him by tho Constitution is 
that he shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed; and 
within the exercise of that power he is certainly supreme, except 
that it is within the poner of Congress at any time to change any 
one of the laws that he is called upon to execute. Therefore, the 
ultimate power is in Congress. 

Mr. HALE. Precisely. Is it not the logical result of the Sena- 
tor’s reasoning that the whole power of the Government is in the 
legislative branch; that the President is in operation only carry- 
ing out the laws of the Government enacted by the legislative 
branch; that he may at any time be arrested by the legislativ 
branch in ng out a law; and that therefore the sum an 
substance of all the Constitution is that the fathers ordained and 
established a legislative Government as the primal power? Is not 
that the contention of the Senator? 

Mr. BACON. It is the lawmaking power, which consists not 
simply of this House and the other House, but consists of the 
majority of the Senate and of the House of Representatives in con- 
nection with the President, or two-thirds of the Senate and of the 
House without the President, and in despite of his disapproval. 
That is the lawmaking power. 

Mr. HALE, When the Senator says that the only duty of the 
President is to execute the law, that in the field of inistration 
there is nothing but that, and that the legislative branch may at 
any time arrest him in executing the law, certainly if there is any 
logical force in that, it follows that as a component part of the 
Government, as a branch by itself independent, there is no such 
thing left, and the Executive is annihilated. 

Mr. BACON, Will the distinguished Senator permit me to ask 
him if he doubts the proposition that it is within the power of 
Con to repeal any law which is upon the statute book; and 
if when so repealed is not the power of the Executive to further 
execute me aw gone; and if that applies to one law, does not it 
apply to 

r. HALE. This is about the way I understand that. An- 
other Senator has said, referring to the pardoning power which 
we believe to be lodged with the President, that Congress may 
open the doors of every prison—— 

. BACON. Not at all. 

. HALE. But another Senator said that. Can it not do so? 
Undoubtedly, but it would be revolutionary; undoubtedly it can 
do so, but it would not be within the scope, as I understand it, of 
the intention of the framers of the Constitution, who did make 
these distinct departments, and gave certain powers, some inci- 
dental, some direct. 

My fault with the contention of the Senator is—and I see how 
closely he is pursuing it and how logical his march is in his rea- 
soning—that it practically annihilates the Executive. 

Mr. BACON, I think not, Mr. President. The Executive has 
a distinct office. The distinct office of the President is to execute 
the will of the lawmaking power so far as the general executive 
powers go. He has, in addition to that, other distinct and express 
grants of power, the treaty-making power; thatis, the origination 
of treaties, the tion of ambassadors and ministers, the ap- 
pointment of civil officers, and other things which do not depend 
upon the legislative department. But the contention of the dis- 
tinguished Senator that because, 3 to its legitimate end, the 
exercise of these powers would be revolutionary, certainly is no 
argument against the fact of their existence. That would be a 
very good argument against the revolutionary exercise of these 
powers, but we are not discussing the question as to whether or 
not the power should be abused. We are discussing the question 
as to where the power rests, and the fact that if abused it would 
be revolutionary does not controvert the proposition as to whether 
that power does exist. 

td proposition, in brief, Mr. President, is that the ultimate, 
final, supreme power is with the lawmaking power. I shall have 
2 more to say hereafter which I hope may lead my dis- 
tinguished friend from Maine to agree with me upon that subject. 
. HALE rose. 

Mr. BAOON. I desire to say, if my friend will pardon me a 
moment, that in the consideration of this question I am, so far as 
I know myself, controlled by a desire to arrive at the truth, inde- 
pendent behest influence it may have upon any pending question 
now exciting the public mind or engaging the attention of Con- 
5 5 75 This question, in my opinion, Mr. President, of what are 

e legitimate bounds of the Executive authority and how far the 
legislative authority goes, is a question much higher, much more 
important to us than ao question connected with the 3 
— p ee o any particular people who may claim to 
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Mr. HALE. I understand the Senator not to be arguing the 
general subject of the Cuban revolution. 

Mr. BACON. No, sir; not at all. 

Mr. HALE. But only the law of the matter. 

Mr. BACON. Yes, sir. 


Mr. HALE, Task the Senator what would happen if, in the con- 

y of a * claiming recognition and sending an accred- 

agent to Washington, the President should receive that min- 

that ambassador, that agent, by whatever name his credentials 

entitle him, and Congress in session being of a contrary opinion, 

that the nation was not entitled to n and being entirely 

posed to the President, and it being the lawmaking power, how 
en would the Senator have Congress assert itself? 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, in the subsequent part of my 
argument I am intending to deal with the particular question of 
the reception of ambassadors. If the distinguished Senator from 
Maine will pretermit his question for the present, and propound 

t again when I reach that branch of the argument, I be very 
y to do what I can to answer if. 
. HALE. I shall be very glad to have an answer to it. 

Mr. BACON. But at the present time it would not be exactly 
in the order of my argument. 

Mr. HALE. I do not ask the Senator to do it nowif it will 
interfere with his argument. 

Mr, BACON. Ishall be very happy to do so later, and the post- 

ement of the answer will give me the assurance that I shall 
kare the continued attention of the Senator until I come to that 

int. 

Piir. GRAY. I do not intend to interrupt the Senator any lon 
nor to trespass upon his extreme courtesy in the matter of yield- 
ing to interruption, but he was e a moment ago in answer 
to the question as to where the Constituion had given the Presi- 
dent any ultimate power over Congress—— 

Mr. BACON. Oh, no; that was not the question. 

Mr. GRAY. Then I am mistaken in the Senator’s proposi- 


It was the question, though I did not state it in 


the power absolutely ultimate, free from ser participation on the 
Co mean the pardoning 

power. 2 
Mr. BACON. I am extremely unfortunate if I can not so 
express myself as to be understood on that particular point. 
There is no question about the fact that wherever there is an 
express power granted in the Constitution to the President it does 
not depend in any manner upon the control of Congress, and I 
expressly said when enumerating the powers of the Executive 
that the only power of sovereignty which had been vested in the 
President was the pardoning power, and that all other important 


powers of sove —those which are usually y exer- 
cised by unlimited sovereigns—were in the la i wer, but 
that the pardo: power was the exception, altho that was 
limited F ument. 5 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not wish to the Senator a question for the 


urpose of antagonizing or testing his argument, but I should 
Wie to-underetand: #¢ I cant exactly the length to which he goes. 
I was obliged to be absent from the a few minutes dur- 
ing the first part of his argument. I want to ask the Senator's 
view of this proposition to see what he understands is exactly the 
constitutional position. Suppose that the la ing power 
enact—the President not assenting, but keeping the enactment ten 
days without any objection, or by a two-thirds vote, in either way 
in which we can pass laws—in these terms: The Island of Cuba 
is hereby, and shall be, recognized as an independent power by 
the United States“ 

Mr. BACON. If the Senator will pardon me, I e he 
intends to propound the same question he did the other day in 
reference to the happening of a case during the recess of Congress? 

Mr. HOAR. Perhaps the Senator will alow me to state my 
question in a single sentence. 

Mr. BACON. I was only going to suggest to the Senator that 
I shall come to that matter in a later part of my argument. 

Mr. HOAR. Then I do not wish to interrupt the Senator. 

Mr. BACON. I will hear the Senator. 

Mr. HOAR. 88 Congress should say, The Island of Cuba 
is hereby, and s be, recognized as a free and independent State 
until the ist day of December next, then adjourn to the Ist of 
December next, and in the meantime the President of the United 
States desires to receive an ambassador from Spain; or suppose 
we say, Cuba shall not be recognized,” and Cuba meantime estab- 
lishes her independence, and the President says, I should like to 
receive an ambassador from Cuba, and in order to make recogni 

the 


ments for the exchange of ambassadors I will first 
Cuba.” Does that enactment of the lawmaking power 


President during the recess of Congress, it having enacted in 

terms that he shall be so bound? That is what I want to know. 
Mr. BACON. Do I understand the Senator to state the case 

wne Congress has passed a law that a foreign country shall not 


Mr. HOAR. Either; put it that way if the Senator prefers. 

Mr. BACON. Isay when 3 passes a law that a foreign 
country shall not be recognized there is no power in this country, 
the Executive or any other, which has power to make such r -= 
nition. But I will say to the Senator from Massachusetts that in 
a later part of my argument I shall come to a discussion of that 
precise question, as to what is the effect of an enactment by Con- 
gress that it will or will not maintain diplomatic relations with 
another government. If the Senator will on me until that 
time, and will put his question later, I shall endeavor to answer 


Mr. HOAR. I did not put the question for the purpose of an- 
tagonizing the Senator’s argument, but simply to get at an under- 
standing of the Senator's position. 

Mr. BACON. Perhaps fortunately for the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, but unfortunately for me, he has not been in the Senate 
during the hour I have been trying to state what my tion is. 

Mr. President, the legislative department, which is invested 
with the exercise of these great powers of sovereignty, has been 
most conservatively organized by the Constitution. The law- 
making power does not consist in the majorities of the two Houses, 
but in such majorities with the Spero! of the President, or two- 
thirds of each House despite the disapproval of the President. It 
is safer that the exercise of this high act of sovereignty should be 
committed to the House of Representatives, the Senate, and the 
President than to the President alone. The exercise of this power 
by the President alone is, in my judgment, diametrically opposed 
to the fundamental principles upon which our representative Gov- 
ernment is founded. : 

Sir, it is a sound proposition of-law that the President has only 
such powers as are directly conferred on him by the Constitution, 
and such other powers as are inherent in the office of President— 
those which are arona to the proper exercise of those directly 

anted. It is conceded by all that t is nosuch ress grant 
in the Constitution. ` Unless, therefore, the right to the exercise 
of such power by the President is inherent in the office unless, 
in other words, the exercise of this power by the President is nec- 
essary to the full and proper exercise of some power directly 
granted to him by the Constitution, the power does not exist at 
all as one of the functions of the executive office. I presume that 
nobody will gainsay the proposition that there is no such 8 
grant in the Constitution; and unless such a grant can be deduced 
as an inherent power from an express grant, it does not exist. 

Mr. GRAY. In either branch of the Government? 

Mr. BACON. Les, that is true. 

The important and controlling question, therefore, is, Is there 
such an inherent power; and if so, where is it to be found? To 
what power di granted does it attach as an inherent power? 

It can not be contended that it is a power generally inherent in 
thé executive office. It is a power which may in other govern- 
ments, and under other systems, be frequently attached to the 
power of the executive office. It may be that the executive head 
under those governments and systems most usually exercises this 
power. But that fact does not establish the proposition that the 
power is inherent in the executive office. e general function 
of the Executive under our Government is to execute the laws 
and no other power belongs to it except where by reapers granted 
to it by the Constitution. I am speaking now of the general func- 
tions of the Executive, not of special grants. The recognition of 
the independence of a people has no relation to the exercise of 
such general executive function. The exercise of the power of 
recognition can not by any strained construction be shown to be 
essential to the proper and full exercise of the power to execute 
existing laws. It can not be made to appear that any single law 
would fail of execution at the hands of the President because of 
his inability to exercise the power of 5 the independ- 
ence of a foreign people. If it can, I should be very glad for some 
Senator, if not now, at a time when this question may be fur- 
ther discussed, to point out the single law which the President 
could not properly execute if, he did not have the power to recog- 
nize the independence of a forei 5 single law, 
the execution of which would fail if he did not have that power. 
Iam not now speaking of a special grant, but of a single law 
which he would not have the power to execute in the exercise of 
his al functions as the Executive. 

e recognition of the independence of a people is in no sense 
the execution of a law, unless a law has been enacted that there 
shall be such recognition. 

Where such recognition is the independent act of the President, 
so far from it in any sense an execution of law, so far from 
its having any tion to the execution of law, it is, as I have 
endeavored to show, an act in the nature of making law. 


1897. 


So that I think it may be safely assumed that the power to 
recognize the independence of a people is not an inherent power 
essential to the proper and full discharge of the general powers of 
the Executive office. 

We must therefore examine to see whether it is an inherent 
power essential to the proper execution of any particular func- 
tion specifically devolved by the Constitution upon the Presi- 
dent. There are but three powers conferred by the Constitution 
upon the President which relate to foreign pegples or govern- 
ments. 

The first of these powers, which is found in the second section 
of the second article, is that— 

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
make treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senate present concur. 

The very most that could possibly be contended under this pro- 
vision is that the recognition of the independence of a nation is 
in the nature of a treaty; butif so, it disposes of the contention 
that the power rests 3 the President, for if the power 
of recognition lay here it would require the consent of the Senate. 
So that nothing can be taken by those who claim the recognition 
of independence as an exclusive executive power, from that pro- 
vision of the Constitution. 

I will not stop now to discuss whether the power of recognition 
is a part of the treaty-making power, as I am now discussing the 
8 that the power is not exclusively in the President. 

at it is his exclusive power is the contention of the Secretary of 
State, and that, as I understand, is the contention of the Senators 
who oppose the view which I take of this matter. 

The second of these powers is found in the same section of the 
Constitution, and provides 

And he shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate shall appoint, ambassadors, other public ministers, and co 

It is true of this provision, as it is of the preceding, that all power 
granted by it is shared by both the Senate and the Executive, and 
any inherent paver arising under either provision must necessa- 
rily belong to both the Executive and the te, and does not be- 
long to either exclusively. 

I do not understand that the exclusive power of recognition is 
claimed for the Executive under either of these provisions, and I 
only cite them in order that every line in the Constitution relating 
to any connection of the President with foreign affairs may be 
brought within the scope of this examination. 

The third and only remaining power relating to foreign govern- 
ments or peoples which the Constitution confers upon the Presi- 
doni it of the second article, which is as 

OWS: 


He shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers. 


Upon this slender grant, this single line, imposing the duty of a 
ceremonial, isattempted to be rested this vast power with its far- 
reaching c uences, the exercise of which must be conceded by 
all to be one of the highest attributes of sovereignty. There is no 
0 construction of this clause which will sustain this con- 

usion. 

There can be no question that the design of the Constitution is 
that the Executive shall be the medium of official intercourse 
between this Government and those of foreign nations. The con- 
ferring of the power to initiate the making of treaties evidences 
sufficiently that design. The imposition of the duty to receive 
am ors and ministers is further evidence of it. It is neces- 
sary that a foreign minister accredited by his government should 
be officially received, and the President is designated to formally 
and officiallyreceivehim. That is the plain language of the grant. 
The inherent powerunder this grant is to hear officially whatever 
message or communication such ambassadors or ministers may 
bear from their governments to this Government. 

As the Presidentis the medium through which this Government 
receives communications from foreign governments, as he is the 
medium through which this Government communicates with 
foreign governments, as he is the officer designated to negotiate 
the treaties which are to be submitted to the Senate, the design of 
the Constitution in designating him as the officer of the Govern- 
ment to receive ambassadors and ministers is very plain: and it 
is not necessary to look béyond the functions the exercise of which 
is required to carry out these purposes in order to determine what 
inherent powers go along with this grant to the President. 

By no legitimate construction can the imposition by the Consti- 
tution of the duty to receive am ors and ministers carry 
with it such inherent 3 as makes the President the arbitrary 
and absolute controller of the relations between this Govern- 
ment Fie all foreign governments, the making of treaties alone 
excep 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BACON. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. I see clearly the Senator’s reasoning strips the 
President, under the constitutional provision which gives him the 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


751 


power to receive ambassadors, of everything except a ceremonial 
power, Let me ask the Senator 

Mr. BACON. I beg the Senator’s pardon. If he had observed 
what I said—— 

Mr. HALE. Ihave listened to every word the Senator has said. 

Mr. BACON. I went further than a ceremonial. I spoke of 
the fact that the President is the medium through which this 
Soe makes its negotiations, which is more than a cere- 
monial. 

Mr. HALE. Let me ask the Senator whether that provision of 
the Constitution does not clothe the President not only with the 
power of receiving—a ceremonial—but with the critical, underlyi 
power of selecting the time that he shall receive that ambassador’ 

Mr. BACON. When the President shall receive him? 

Mr. HALE. Is not the one essential question as to recognition, 
When has the time come that this Government shall receive? 
and is there not in that power given to the President something 
clearly beyond ceremonial? 

Mr. BACON. Does the Senator ask me whether or not that 
power does not carry with it the inherent power to determine 
whether that ambassador represents such an ind dent govern- 
ment as will justify the President in receiving him? Is that the 
question? 

Mr. HALE. The question amounts to that. When I ask if it 
does not give the President power to select the time when he shall 
receive, does not that carry with it the power of deciding the time 
when a i government shall be recognized? 

Mr. BACON. When the Senator speaks of the time, does he 
mean the time in the history of the country or the time in the 
period of the year? 

Mr. HALE. The date, the hour, at which the President will 
receive the representative of a people claiming to be an independ- 
ent government. 

Mr. BACON. Does the Senator mean as to what time in his 
business can the President spare the particular minute when he 
will receive such a representative? Iam asking for information, 
for I really do not understand the Senator’s question. 

Mr. HALE, I will put it as the Senator says. Does not the 
constitutional provision which gives the President power to re- 
ceive ministers, ambassadors, and agents, give him necessarily 
the authority to settle the critical time when that nation shall be 
recognized? 

Mr. BACON. I am asking the Senator, in order that I may 
answer his question, whether he refers to the time in the history 
of the government, or the proposed or alleged government, or 
whether he means a particular time as to the President’s own 


personal en nts? 

Mr. HALES It. is the same thing. If the President decides 
that he will not receive the minister, then there is no recognition; 
but if the President decides that he will, on next Friday, receive 
the accredited t of a people claiming to be an actual govern- 
ment, does not that power that he has of fixing the time clearly 
page in him the whole question of recognition? 

. BACON. I will say, in answer to the Senator, that I am 
going to discuss at this immediate time the particular question as 
to how far the right to receive ambassadors clothes the President 
with the power of deciding the question whether or not an alleged 
nation is entitled to be recognized as an independent nation, if 
that is the question. 

Mr. 2. I hope the Senator, then, if he thinks it is worth 


his while, — 
Mr. BACON. I think anything is worth my while if the Sena- 
tor desires me to answer it. 


Mr. HALE. I hope the Senator will, if he thinks it is worth 
while, tell us what his view is upon the very subject of the meer 
of the President to receive—which must be done at some partic’ 
time in the history of the country asking to be received—whether 
that does not leave with the President the power of recognition? 

Mr. BACON. If the Senator means by his question to ask me 
whether there is anything in the grant of power to the President 
to receive an ambassador or a minister which carries with it the 
inherent power, either directly orindirectly, to determine finally, 
absolutely, and without appeal, whether a government is an inde- 
penant nation or not an independent nation, I answer him no, I 

o not think there is any such. If that is not comprehensive, I 
will say that 1 do not think under any circumstances that that 
inherent, final, unlimited power exists; and it can not be accom- 
plished by the President through his supreme, unlimited power, 
either Lo drechen or by indirection. 

Mr. LE. What would be the result for the time being, if 
Congress were not in session, if the President— 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, it is now past 4o'clock. Ishonld 
be more tban willing to follow the Senator from Maine through 
a general discussion as to any questions which he might desire to 

und, but I wish to present a connected argument, and man: 
of the questions which the Senator is now asking me I shall 
endeavor to answer in the progress of this argument. 
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Mr. HALE. Of course I could not understand what the Sena- 


tor's line was, and I waited—— 

Mr. BACON. But the best way, I submit to the Senator, is to 
give me the 8 to develop it, and I can not have the op- 
portunity if the Senator, before I have developed the argument, 
anticipates and asks questions which will be answered later. 

Mr. HALE. I see the force of what the Senator says, but the 
Senator will remember that when some questions were asked by 
other Senators at a former time during his very able and enter- 
taining speech, he suggested that they wait until he came to this 
part of his 5 

Mr. BACON, I have just simply touched it. 

Mr. HALE. As the Senator had reached that part, I ventured to 
put two or three questions. But I will not trouble the Senator 


ain. 
as BACON. Ihave reached it, but Ihave not got into it. The 
Senator ore me at the threshold. 

Mr. HALE. I will not trouble the Senator again. 

Mr. BACON. Ihave remarked that by no legitimate construc- 
tion, in my opinion, can the exercise of this simple duty to receive 
ambassadors and ministers be so extended as to make the Presi- 
dent of the United States, as is claimed by those who say that he 
has this exclusive power, the absolute, unqualified, uncontrolled, 
and uncontrollable power to decide as to all mattersrelating to our 
foreign relations, so far at least as they include any question of 
the ition of the independence of a people claiming to be 
free and independent; and yet that is the result to which the con- 
tention must lead. Ifit had been intended—and I ask the Sena- 
tor’s consideration of this proposition—by the grant of power to 
receive ambassadors and ministers to confer with it the power to 
recognize the independence of a foreign nation, the exercise of that 
power by the President would doubtless also have been guarded 
as was the treaty-making power, by requiring the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate to act. 

Mr. HALE. Now the Senator asks me a question. 

Mr. BACON. Iwas not conscious of the fact. If the Senator 
so construes it, it is all right. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator put it in that form. I will not take 
advantage of that lapse of the Senator. The Senator did ask me 
a question. 7 

Mr. BACON. Icertainly have not indicated any indisposition 
to have the Senator interrupt me. Iam always more than happy 
to with the Senator, and always very much distressed when 
I differ with him. It gives me very great distrust when I do. 

The contention is that the duty imposed apan the President to 
receive ambassadors and ministers necessarily involves the duty 
of determining what governments are such free and sovereign 

vernments as are entitled to send ambassadors or ministers to 
fhis Government; and further, that as he can not determine whom 
to receive and whom to refuse to receive as ambassadors or min- 
isters unless he also exercises the power to determine what states 
are sovereign and independent, therefore the power to determine 
and recognize the independence of a nation is a power inherent in 
the power to receive ambassabors and ministers. That is the 
— argument in a nutshell, as I understand it, and there is no 
other single line or letter in the Constitution upon which this 

wer is claimed than the single line that the ident shall 
ve the power and it shall be his duty to receive ambassadors 
and ministers and consuls. 

If it be true (and I ask the attention of Senators who are law- 

ers to this proposition) that there is no reasonably practical way 
fa which the President can be informed what pen is enti- 
tled to send ambassadors or ministers to this Government, unless 
the Executive has the original, absolute, and exclusive power to 
determine what nation is a free and independent nation, and what 
nation is not a free and independent nation, then the ar; ent is 
sound. I concede it, if that be true. In that case the power 
3 for him is one of his inherent powers, because without it 

e could not perform the duty of receiving ambassadors and 
ministers, NA à i 

But if, on the contrary, it be true that it is entirely practical for 
the Executive to receive from the la g power of the Goy- 
ernment the necessary direction through joint resolution, in cases 
of doubtful or disputed independence, then the argument is not 
sound. In that case the power claimed for him is not one of his 
inherent powers, because without its exercise by him he can per- 
form the duty of receiving am ors and ministers. 

Mr. President, let me suggest an illustration, and I ask the atten- 
tion and consideration of the distinguished Senators who have so 
kindly given me their attention during the progress of this argu- 
ment to this illustration upon the point whether or not the duty 
to receive ministers carries with it the inherent power to deter- 
mine, as a supreme constitutional power, whether or not a gov- 
ernment is an ca itt nation. By some, in times = - 
ators in this Chamber have been spoken of as am ors from 
their several States. The Senate, a consonne Doof receives a 
Senator upon his credentials from his State, Senate has no 
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right to receive a Senator except from a State which is one of these 
United States—a member of the Federal Union. When a Sen- 
ator presents himself to be received here, how does the Senate 
determine that the State whose credentials he holds is one of thig 
class? Is it determined arbitrarily, under its own judgment, and 
in obedience to its own will? No. It turns to the records and 
ascertains that the State in question is one of the original thirteen, 
or it turns to the statute book and finds that this same sovereign 
lawmaking power has enacted that it has become one of the United 
States entitled to send Senatorshere. It matters not whether the 
designation of Senators as ambassadors is apt, the purpose of the 
illustration is served. It would be just as logical to claim it as 
one of the inherent rights of this Senate to determine, by its own 


judgment and will, independently of any statute and in defiance 
of the lawmaking power, whether a community offering to send a 
Senator to this was or was not a State in the Union as to 


claim that the President must necessarily exercise the exclusive 


power to determine upon and recognize the independence of a 
people in order that he might properly perform the duty of receiv- 
Sg nat and ministers. 
. WHITE, Will the Senator from Georgia permit me to ask 
him a question? s 
Mr. BACON. Certainly. 


Mr. WHITE. Suppose the case of a country which by means 
of a revolution has actually severed itself from another country; 
that Congress had not recognized its independence, but that a 
party claiming to be and actually being the accredited party rep- 
resenting the government presents himself to the President and 
claims to be the am or or minister of that government. 
Would the reception of such minister or representative by the 
Barta be a recognition of the independence of that govern- 
men 

Mr. BACON. As a final recognition, I should certainly say no. 
It would be a recognition upon which courts could act. 

Mr. WHITE. ow me to present another question. Could 
such recognition be revoked at all by anybody? 

Mr. BACON. Irecognize the principle of law—there is no ques- 
tion about this—that whenever there has been an authoritative 
recognition of a government it can not be revoked; but I say that 
whenever there has been simply a tentative reception of anambassa- 
dor from a 88 not theretofore independent, done during 
a recess of Congress by the Executive, while it would give him a 
certain quasi position which the courts would recognize so long 
as he occupied it, it would be competent for the lawmaki 
power, when Co assembled, to determine whether or no 
that government which claimed to be independent and which 
represented a people who had sundered a certain portion of terri- 
tory from another country with which this Government was in 
amicable relations, should so stand as an independent country, or 
whether this Government should refuse to recognize it and say it 
still constituted an integral part of the mother country. I will 
come in a moment to a line of argument which sustains that 


proposition. 
8 Then the Senator would say that after recog- 
nition, in the manner which has been indicated by him, had been 
anted by the Executive and the minister had been received and 
assumed the functions of a minister, Congress could order him 
sent home? 

Mr. BACON. Most undoubtedly. I do not hesitate on that 
proposition, sir—not a particle. 

But, Mr. President, right in that connection I wish to say that 
while of course the argument of inconvenience is a proper argu- 
ment for consideration, it is never an argument which can settle 
finally the question of legal power. The illustrations as to the ar- 

ent of inconvenience which the distinguished Senator from 
ifornia and the distinguished Senator from Maine suggest to 
me are both of them illustrations which would be met easily by 
the lawmaking power if it would take up this subject and legis- 
late on it as it ought to do. If the power rests with Congress to 
determine when a nation is an independent nation, if that is the 
highest act of soverei, „as Mr. Seward said it was, if it belongs 
ey to the department of government which exercises almost 
without exception all of the powers of the sovereignty of this 
Government, the fact that it can not be conveniently exercised by 
Con by act or joint resolution during a recess, does not pre- 
yent this Congress or any future Con from passing a general 
law which shall prescribe what shall be done in such cases as the 
Senators have indicated. 

The position that Congress is the ultimate power to determine 
whether in a disputed case a nation is or is not an independent 
nation is fortified by the consideration that then meanin, 
of this provision of the Constitution is that the President sh: 
receive ambassadors or ministers from such governments as the 
lawmaking power of this Government shall consent to diplomatic 
relations with. Iam sorry that the Senator from California whd 


propounded a question to me a few moments ago is not here, 
cece what 1 shall sow may will bares some bearing on the nero, pat 
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which heasked me, although not direct. The legitimate construc- 
tion of that is that he shall receive ambassadors and ministers 
from such governments as Congress shall consent to have diplo- 
matic relations with. f 

This consentis assumed to be given in the cases of all civilized 
independent nations. with which this Government is at peace. 
But will anyone contend fora moment thatit is beyond the power 
of Congress to say by statute or joint resolution that this Govern- 
ment will not hold diplomatic relations with any particular gov- 
ernment it may designate? 

Mr. President, it is understood to be true that during the past 
twelve months or so there have been thirty or forty thousand or 
more of Armenians—defenseless men, women, and children— 
mercilessly butchered in Turkey, and that this has been done, 
if not by the command, with the wish and approval of the Turk- 
ish Government. Suppose that Congress by a joint resolution or 
statute regularly enacted should declare the Turks to be without 
the. pale of civilization, that they are savages and fiends, and 
order that this Government thereafter shall hold no diplomatic rela- 
tions with the Turkish Government. Willit be contended fora 
momentthat when diplomatic relations with that Government were 
thus sundered by Congress the President could refuse to obey the 
law and still receive a minister from bi rag ata Congress has the 

wer to sunder diplomatic relations with xoy and send away 
er minister and prohibit the reception of any diplomatic repre- 
sentative from that Government, it has the power to do the like, 
in its discretion and judgment, in the case of any other govern- 
ment. 

It is difficult to see any ground upon which an argument can be 
based denying the power of Congress in such case. The power to 
declare war, which is by the Constitution vested in Congress exclu- 
sively, must of necessity include the inferior power to sunder 
diplomatic relations, not only when war is declared, but at any 
time, and for any cause by it deemed to be sufficient. The power 
to declare war must involve the ultimate supreme control of all 
those relations out of which war may grow. It must therefore 
follow logically that if Congress has the power in its discretion 
thus to sunder diplomatic relations and to forbid the reception 
of an ambassador or minister from that government, then Con- 
gress is the final power to determine from what countries ambas- 
sadors or ministers shall be received. If so, the President is but 
the agency designated for the reception of ambassadors or minis- 
ters from governments with which Congress directly or tacitly 
consents to hold diplomatic relations. 

It is idle to say that power to the contrary rests with the Execu- 
tive unless we are prepared to ge further and admit that the 
President would still have the right to officially receive in the 
Executive Mansion and negotiate with a foreign minister after 
Congress had by law duly enacted declared there should be no 
diplomatic relations between this Government and the govern- 
ment of that minister. I must believe, Mr. President, that the 
most ardent advocate of extreme executive prerogatives will hesi- 
tate before he will undertake to maintain that the President has 
any such autocratic power. 

o what conclusion then, Mr. President, does this proposition, 
if successfully maintained, inevitably lead? The inherent power 
to and determine, so far as this Government is con- 
cerned, the question of the independence of a nation is claimed 
for the Executive upon the ground that it is for him to determine 
what government is entitled to send an ambassador or minister 
to this Government. But if this premise is not true, if on the 
contrary the controlling power rests with Congress to determine 
whether any ambassador or minister shall be received by this 
Government from any designated people or government, then the 
inherent power does not belong to the Executive. The inherent 
power must follow the original power, and it also must vest with 
such original power in Con, . It is impossible as a proposi- 
tion of law that the inherent power shall rest exclusively in the 
President, while the original power, which alone gives existence 
to the inherent power, rests ultimately and absolutely with Con- 


gress. 

Sir, I must utterly dissent from the proposition that the duty 
of receiving ambassadors and ministers in the contemplation of 
the Constitution devolves upan the President the power, in his 
single will, to determine without regard to the sanction of the 

wmaking power, whether a minister is-accredited to this Gov- 
ernment by a government of a free and independent nation where 
that question is in dispute. The ambassadors and ministers 
which the Constitution has in contemplation—directs the Presi- 
dent to receive—are those from recognized independent govern- 
ments—governments the existence and independence of which are 
so universally recognized and undisputed that courts would take 
judicial knowledge of their status, and of which the President 
would take like knowledge, without proof. The whole theory of 
our Government, as well as the genius and pu of our free 
representative institutions, are utterly at war with the construc- 
tion that out of the simple duty imposed to receive ambassadors 
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and ministers should be evolved the sovereign power in the Exec- 
utive, in his unrestrained discretion and in pursuance of his 
unbridled will, to say authoritatively and finally that a people 
theretofore a part of a recognized foreign sovereignty either had 
or had not won the right to be a new, independent nation, and 
thus say and authoritatively decree, even though his judgment 
were opposed by the opinions and wishes of the entire Congress 
and of the entire poopie; 

ALLEN. I should like to make a suggestion to the Senator 
from Georgia at this point. I do not want to interrupt him, how- 
ever. 

Mr. BACON. It is no interruption. 

Mr. ALLEN. Itisa pani in connection with the thought he 
is now developing. If the position of the Senator from Maine be 
true, that the power to recognize is an original and exclusive 
power of the Chief Executive, then, if he shall see fit to do so, he 
might recognize a straggling community of a few hundred people, 
which would be binding upon us. 

Mr. BACON. I will come to a case of that kind in a moment. 

Mr. ALLEN. Orhemight ee toa perfectly estab- 
lished nation of a million or more people. 

Mr. BACON. That is right. I come to that point later. 

If this power is vested by the Constitution in the Executive it is 
an unlimited power. There is no escape from that proposition. 
There are in such case no bounds set within which he is author- 
ized to act and beyond which he can not go. There is in such 
case no other power in the Government which can either command 
or stay his action. The scope of his discretion is without limit, 
and his single will is absolute law. What he refuses to do no 
other pomer in the Government can do or compel him to do. 
What he does no other power in the Government can oppose or 
prevent. His uncontrolled and uncontrollable action in the exer- 
cise of an act of the highest sovereignty of the Government—one 
which, so far as the action of this powerful Government can affect 
it, alters the map of the world, and changes the relation of this 
Government to other goyernments—one which may in strong 
probability involve it in war—such an action, within his sole 
power, is final, without a and without power of reversal! 

Those who claim that t power rests exclusively in the Execu- 
tive must follow their argument to its final results, and they can 
not escape the conclusion that if this contention is correct no 
monarch in the day of arbitrary and unlimited rule ever wielded 
more absolute and unquestioned power than does the President of 
the United States in this regard. I will add that there is not on 
earth to-day a constitutional monarch who personally wields such 
power; not one. 

If there should be an insurrection in Manitoba and its leaders 
should set up a government for the whole of Canada, and the 
President should recognize the independence of Canada agai 
the Sy pry and wish of Congress and of the whole country, it 
would, if their contention be true, be a final act beyond the power 
of question or control by Congress, On the other hand, if at the 
time of the beginning of an Administration the Cubans should 
drive every Spaniard off the island and set up and maintain a 
government complete in all its functions and recognized by every 
other nation on the earth and the President should refuse through- 
out his term of office to recognize Cuban independence, such 
refusal would prevent recognition for four years even though 
every member of Congress and every other man in the United 
States favored such recognition. It will be said that these are 
extreme and improbable cases, and I reply that the correctness of 
W is tested by extreme cases. 

President, it is the evident purpose of the Constitution, in 
case the President and at hese should unfortunately come in 
conflict, that the latter should control the former, It limits the 
President’s exercise of almost every important function by requir- 
ing theretothe approval and cooperation either of the two Houses 
of Congress or of the Senate. But more than this, it puts abso- 
lutely within the power of Congress, two-thirds of each House con- 
curring, without his approval, and despite his disapproval, to dic- 
tate to him every law that he shall r And as a final 
evidence of this intent, the Constitution places within the power 
of a majority of the House and of two-thirds of the Senate to im- 
peach and remove the President from office for any alleged mis- 
conduct which they may deem tobe a high crime and misdemeanor, 
How is it 8 to recognize such intent to place controlling 
power in the hands of Con, „with the contention that the Con- 
stitution has clothed the President with exclusive, absolute, un- 
limited power, regardless of the will of Congress, in dealing with 
all the foreign relations of this Government, the making of trea- 
ties alone excepted. 

The utter unreasonableness, themonstrosity of such a contention, 
is found in the fact that the management and control of the for- 
eign relations is one of the chief functions of the Federal Govern- 
ment. Of the two principal objects which led to the formation of 
the Federal Government, one was*to regulate and control the 
reciprocal relations between the several States, and the other was 
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to 
and 
untenable that in the formation of a government where such care 
‘was taken to deny the Executive every attribute of sovereignty, the 
pardoning power alone excepted, there should be found, not by 
3 but by inference only, an intention to confer u; 
the dent royal power, unrestrained and unlimited, in the wide- 
reaching and important matter of foreign relations, excepting only 
in the matter of treaties. 

The contention that it was the intention of the Constitution to 
confer the unlimited und exclusive power upon the President in 
dealing with any branch of foreign affairs is utterly i mcil- 
able with the fact that the Constitution does not permit him to 
declare war, that it only porni him to make a treaty with a 
foreign nation when two-thirds of the Senate consents to it, and 
that it requires him to procure the consent of the Senate to every 
foreign appointment he makes, from the ranking ambassador to 
England down to the humblest consul in the Island of Haiti. 

Mr. President, it is not only opposed to the spirit of our repre- 
sentative institutions and to the letter of the Constitution that 
such unlimited power should be placed in the hands of one man, 
but it would be unsafe todo so. The President is but one man 
faren from the ranks of a 3 of the country, in most 

ances not superior either in ability or experience to the average 
of those standing in the front rank. 

In this day of the powerful influences exerted by powerful 
interests it is safer that the determination of such great questions 
sbould not be within the will and discretion of any one man, but 
that these questions should be under the control of the great law- 
making power, which has been invested by the Constitution with 
omon ee rage of eee in the Government. 

2 ident, are and ingenious arguments urged 
in favor of the on of this exclusive and soverei wer 
the Executive, but I submit that no argument is conclusive on 
is question which does not rest upon a A prano of power in the 
Constitution, either or implied. ese ents are in 
the main rested upon the facts that the executive department has 
in a number of instances to exercise the power; that the 
officers of the executive de ent have, in their diplomatic cor- 
respondence, claimed the right in that department to exercise the 
power, and that there are cases in which the dicta of the courts 
speak of it as an executive power. 

‘These facts, while entitled to weight and consideration, are none 
of them conclusive in the settlement of this question. 

In the many instances which have been cited in which the Ex- 
ecutive has recognized a change of government or the ind: d- 
ence of a nation there is not one in which it may not be iowa 
that the act was with the actual or implied assent of Con; . 
There is not a single instance in which there is the least evidence 
of opposition by Congress and action by the Executive contrary 
to the will and wishes of Congress. The Executive is the agency 
through which the lawmaking power ef the Government deals 
with foreign governments. Much is left to the judgment and 
discre "a of the snip e Te m ana s0 Jong as the aoa 
of the department are not obj to by gress they are tacitly 

niesced in by the lawmaking power. 

ermore, it is true that a very large number of these rec- 
ognitions, as shown by the memorandum submitted by the Sen- 
ator from Maine, were made by accrediting diplomatic agents or 
consuls to the new governments, all of whom were necessarily con- 
firmed by the Senate. In such cases there was not only the im- 
plied assent of Congress to the act of recognition, but the direct 
action of the Senate. 

So that the instances cited of the exercise of this power by the 
Executive do not constitute precedents establishing the rule in 
favor of this exclusive right or power in the Executive and in 
denial of the final right of control in the lawmaking power. 

The Senator from Maine, who does roe 7 po 5 = inter- 
ested in this argument, was engaged at the time I stated the prop- 
osition—in which, if I am incorrect, I hope the Senator at some 
future time will set me right—that there is noinstance in the his- 
tory of this Government where the Executive has exercised this 
power in conflict with the express will of Congress to the contrary. 

Nor do the writings and 3 correspondence of officers 
of the executive department furnish a sufficient basis for the con- 
tention in favor of this exclusive Executive power, except in so 
far as sec Sg shown to be rested upon constitutional grant of 
power. t these officers of the executive department should 
endeavor to magnify their office is not to be wondered at. That 
their claims thus expressed have provoked the utterance of no 
dissent from Congress is due to the fact that in no instance r 
to the utterances of Secretary Olney have they, in i m, 
directly antagonized the legislative d nt and made an issue 
as to the right and power of Con to deal authoritatively with 


the question. That antagonism now been directly and 


te and control the relations between foreign governments 
e States in the aggregate. The position is unreasonable and 


that issue has now been distinctly raised by the present Secretary 
of State. In anticipation of the action of Congress he has in the 


most public manner denied its pren defied its authority, and 
proclaimed through the press to nations that even if such 
propane action should be formula and put upon the statute 
in due form of law, the President would not obey it. He 
has practically threatened Congress with the veto of the President, 
and added that if passed over his veto it would be flung back in 
the face of Congress as so much waste paper. Never was chal- 
lengeof f more y made; never was defiance of authority 
more boldly given. If Congress is uiescent, if the challenge 
is unheeded, if the defiance is permitted to pass without the asser- 
tion by Congress of its prerogative, it must be confessed that 
there will be in such case at least one precedent of claim of exclu- 
sive power by the executive department which will in the future 
count against the right of Congress to claim this power as one of 
its prerogatives. 
either do the advocates of this exclusive power find support in 
any judicial decision on this question. All the utterances of the 
courts, in so far as they appear to class this as an exclusive Exec- 
utive e are mere obiter dicta, which these courts themselves 
would refuse to regard as decisions if the question were now 
directly presented for their adjudication, There is no single case 
in which the issue therein ted was whether this power be- 
longed exclusively to the Executive or to the an power. 
The issue in each of these cases was simply whether there had been 
recognition by the Government, and while deciding that issue the 
ascription of the power to any one department was, as every law- 
yer must recognize, mere obiter. 

And, sir, in the consideration of these utterances by the courts, 
the fact is not to be overlooked that wherever the power rests to 
determine upon the act of recognition, the performance of the act 
of x pinon eee =e fins the ap It is 
throngh the Executive that the of recognition by the supreme 
power is made known to the poopie Saas eee In dealing 
Pap renis anar iar aagi CCC 

a i case the courts, ing of suc ion by 
the 3 can only be legitimately construed to have reference 
to the particular function of the act of recognition by the Executive, 
without reference to the particular department of the Government 
having the final power to determine upon and direct such act. 

I will not attempt now to discuss the question of the power of 
the courts to decide upon the exercise by Congress of its political 
poras It is sufficient to say that the question has so far never 

n decided by the courts. And the case has never been made 
which would have justified them in attempting so to decide; not 
one can be found in the books. 

Mr. GRAY. May I ask the Senator whether in making that 
assertion he has in view the case in 3 Sumner, in which Judge 


itory—— 

Mr. BACON. Possibly the Senator did not understand the 
statement which I made, The statement I made was that there 
never had been a case made where the distinct issue, where the 
question to be decided, that upon which and under which rights 
were to be determined, was whether a recognition by the execu- 
tive department in contradistinction to the right of the legislative 
was a valid recognition. 

Mr. GRAY. But there is a case reported in 8 Sumner 

Mr. BACON. There are plenty of cases where they k— 

Mr. GRAY. In which the only recognition had been the exec- 
utive recognition, and the court decided distinctly there that it 
was 3 8 which the judicial department would recognize 
as v: 

Mr. BACON. Most undoubtedly, and in accord with what I 
have said. All this recognition was through the executive de- 
partment. There is no other medium by which recognitions are 
made. My contention is that the ultimate power todecide whether 
it shall be done or not is in the legislative d t, and that 
where there is no disavowal by the legislative department, espe- 
cially where they go forward and do acts which show that they 
confirm it, it is an affirmation of it—a ratification. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Georgia permit me to ask 
him there what he says as to the case Which 

Mr. BACON. Which the Senator suggested? 

Mr. HOAR. Not exactly that, but upon this particular point: 
Suppose on the 5th day of March of a year when Congress ad- 
journed the 3d, the President recognizes anew government. Now, 
there is no meeting of Congress until December, and of course 
there is no implied acquiescence of Con Does that have an 
lawful effect whatever, or any lawful relation to conduct of Ameri- 
can citizens during the summer? Is the ambassador who is re- 
ceived entitled to sue in the Supreme Court of the United States 
for that summer? 

Mr. BACON. I will state to the distinguished Senator from 
Massachusetts that the same question has already been asked me, 
at a time when the Senator was not in the Chamber, by the Sen- 
ator from California [Mr. WHITE], and that I have already 
answered it. But I will answer it again in brief. Isay that of 
course the reception by the President is good so far as an official 
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recognition that the courts will enforce, that it is in the nature of 
a tentative recognition. All intervening mign of course, would 
be preserved under that recognition, just like the de facto acts of 
any government or officer; but it is within the power of Congress 
when it convenes to say as to that particular piece of territory 
which the President had determined should thereafter be an inde- 
pendent government and should not thereafter be a part of the 
mother country, that the action is reversed and we do not approve 
of it, and it is still a part of Great Britain, for instance, or Spain, 
or any other country. 

Mr. HOAR. Then, until Congress has negatived the President's 
act, it is valid? 

Mr. BACON. Until Congress negatives the President's act it is 
in the nature of a tentative recognition, and in that case it entitles 
them to legal rights. : 

Mr. HOAR. And the recognition is binding on our courts and 
on our citizens? 

Mr. BACON. I will say to the distinguished Senator from 
Massachusetts that that particular illustration and that particular 
answer was suggested to me by one of the strongest constitutional 
lawyers known to this punini and one who has held (I will not 
say whether he does not now hold) a very high judicial position. 

Mr. HOAR. I simply wanted to understand the Senator. Then, 
taking the ground, as the Senator does, that the Executive may 
make a recognition which shall be binding on the courts and on 
American citizens and every portion of the country until Congress 
has negatived it, does the Senator say we should pass a resolution 
declaring that the power is 3 one in Congress? 

Mr. BACON. I think so most undoubtedly, because the ulti- 
mate power is there and the validity of it depends upon the implied 
assent of Congress. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator 

Mr. BACON. But, if the Senator will pardon me just a moment 
and then I will hear him, I want to finish this point. I wish to 
say that the distinguished and honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts has not done me the honor to hear my argument, and he 
comes in momentarily and propounds a question which, if he had 
heard the whole of it, he would not have put. I desire also to 
repeat that the argument of inconvenience does not overthrow a 
legal proposition; that the argument of inconvenience is one to be 
met by appropriate legislation. I would suggest that the proper 
legislation in this case is in the recognition by Congress of its 
supreme and ultimate power, and in a provision which will meet 
all of the cases that the distinguished Senator suggests might pro- 
duce inconvenience. It is perfectly competent, if the ultimate 

wer is in Congress, for Congress to pass a law which shall regu- 

ate the manner in which the President shall proceed under such 
circumstances, and to preserve the rights of all parties. Now I 
shall be glad to hear the distinguished Senator from Maine. 

Mr. HALE. I was only going to suggest that the Senator’s 
argument, ingenious as it is, enforces more strongly than ever 
upon me the strength of the proposition in the Constitution that 

the President may receive ambassadors. Otherwise the conten- 
tion of the Senator must amount to this, that the receiving of 
ambassadors does not fix the status of the state received; that it 
is only a temporary act to be overridden by Congress, and that 
the provision should have been, in order that the language might 
measure the effect. temporarily receive.” 

Mr. BACON. No, sir; not by any means. 

Mr. HALE. Clearly that is the result that the Senator reaches. 

Mr. BACON. Not at all. 

Mr. HALE. Because he says that, although on the 5th of 
March, after the adjournment of Congress, the President receives 
an ambassador, it does not fix the status of the country received; 
it does not fix its recognition except temporarily, and that when 
Congress assembles it may at once, without stretch of power but 
by powers clearly granted to it, overthrow the whole thing. If 
that be true, it is certainly only a temporary reception. 

Mr. BACON. Let me give an illustration to the distinguished 
Senator from Maine, the force of which I think he will appreciate. 
I suppose we all understand that the Senator from Maine regards 
it as an unheard-of proposition that in the present condition of 
affairs the independence of the Island of Cuba should be recognized. 
That is the emphatic statement in substance which he has fre- 
quently made in private and in this Chamber. 

Mr. HALE. Hardly “unheard of,” because we have heard a 
great deal of it. 

Mr. BACON. Possibly I am in error in that, but that it would 
be an extremely improper thing to do. 

Mr. HALE. Not a wise thing to do. 


Mr. BACON, Nota wise thing todo, Theillustration I want 


to submit to the Senator is this: We are at amity with Spain. 
We hold all the relations with her that we hold with other civil- 
ized nations with which we are at peace. There is no doubt 
about the fact that Spain has a title to the Island of Cuba; that 
as it now stands it is an integral part of her territory; that it is 
subject to her sovereignty. 

There are distinguished gentlemen who are members of this 


Congress who are eminently fit to be President, who, by experi- 


ence and ee an are recogni by the country as fit for that 
office, who think that the nd of Cuba ought to be recognized 
as an independent country. Suppose that one of these gentlemen 
was in the Presidential office. The condition of affairs exists as 
it does now, and on the 4th of March Congress adjourns, That 
President, Seng iroony opposite from the manner in which 
the distinguished Senator from Maine thinks m the present con- 
dition of affairs, immediately upon the adjournment of Congress 
recognizes the Island of Cuba as an independent republic under 
these circumstances, where there is so little to justify it, as there 
is in the opinion of the Senator from Maine. 

Now, here is this Government having amicable relations with 
the Government of Spain. Here is this t la ing power 
invested with all the attributes of sovereignty except and saving 
the single attribute of exercising the pardoning power. Congress 
comes back here in December and the condition of affairs has not 
changed. There is still the great want of evidence as to whether 
independence in the Island of Cuba would be proper that there is 
now. Under those circumstances, if every Senator in this Cham: 
ber and every member of the House of Representatives thought 
that the President had done wrong, if they thought that it had 
been an outrage on Spain, that Spain was still legitimately entitled 
to rule over that island, will the Senator from Maine say that the 
action of that President would be final and that the lips of every 
Senator and every Representative would be closed and dumb, and 
that the matter could never be reversed? 

Mr. HALE. In a case like the one the Senator has given, ap- 
plied to Cuba, or as it has been Ne to other people seeking 
recognition, if the President formally receives a minister, as has 
been done in the history of this Government, and he comes to 
Washington, and the President in return sends an agent duly ac- 
credited by him to that power, I should say that any case against 
the recognition of that people would be practically hopeless, and 
that no instance would ever be found 8 under such circum- 
stances that recognition will be reversed. The history of every 
precedent shows exactly what the presumption is, that the Execu- 
tive will be conservative in his action; and when he does what 
the Senator himself has put as a President doing, and all the ac- 
companying acts go with it, I should say that when in December 
Congress assembles there never will a case arise where that recog- 
nition will be taken back. 

Mr. BACON. I do not agree with the Senator in that proposi- 
tion. I am inclined to think that if the position were reversed, 
and the Senator had the same view as he has now of the right of 
Cuba to be recognized as an independent government, and if a 
President should assume to exercise that great sovereign power in 
the name of this Government, the distinguished Senator from 
Maine, while 1 doubt not the honesty and sincerity of the present 
expression of what he would anticipate, would be one of the first 
to assert the power of the department of the Government in which 
all these great powers of sovereignty have been lodged, and to say 
to the President, Yon shall not do this great wrong to a country 
with which this Government is at peace, and it shall be reversed;” 
and that it would be a legal action I have not the shadow of a 
foe oF zar as my limited ability as a lawyer permits me to 
judge of it. 

. HALE. Go still further in my theory of acquiescence in 
recognition. If it followed that by the action of the Executive in 
recognizing a province of a country with which we were at peace 
war ensued between that country and this country because of 
such recognition, no instance would be found where there would 
not be (while it would be called and believed to bea calamity) a 
capes ition to sustain the Government in the war that followed. 
I should regret it 

Mr. BACON. We would all stand by the Government, of 
course, in case of war. 

Mr. HALE. Everybody would regret it; but the acquiescence 
would be such that if war came we would pursue the war and 
maintain the honor of the country; and if war did not come I 
should look upon the case as hopeless after the recognition. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, I beg the indulgence of the Senate 
only a few minutes. 1 have occupied very 8 longer time than 
I anticipated, but of course it has not all been consumed by me. 

I think I may say that if neither in the prior exercise of this 
power by the executive department, nor in the writings and diplo- 
matic correspondence of the officers of that department, nor in the 
decisions of the courts there has been a settlement of this question, 
it then stands now for determination by the test of argument upon 
the constitutional grant of power. Itis not a question for deter- 
mination by precedents, because there are no controlling prece- 
dents, and it must be decided on original constitutional principles, 

Mr. President, the fact is not to be disguised that the actual 
exercise of power by the executive branch of the Government in 
this day far ex the bounds set for it by the Constitution. 
The correspondence in relative position of a president in a repub- 
lic and of a king in a monarchy; the glamour of a great office 
which one man among 70,000,000 is chosen as the sole head of a 
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great department of the Government, while in the other depart- 
ments the honors are divided among many; the gigantic measure 
of patronage and removal where he seems to have unlimited power 
to bestow, or to withhold, or to take away—these and other in- 
fluences combine to elevate in the popular mind the prerogatives 
of the President far above the point fixed for them in the Con- 
stitution, 

It is a remarkable fact that in England, a monarchy, the con- 
stant progress has been toward restraint of executive power and 
the enlargement of the power of the legislative branch of the Goy- 
ernment, until now practically all F power is in the con- 
trol of the elected representatives of the people. It is a fact still 
more remarkable that in the United States, designed distinctively 
as a representative republic, there has been a no less steady prog- 
ress in the direction of the absorption of power by the Executive 
and its practical surrender by Congress. 

Mr. President, this is a most vital question. Its great impor- 
tance is not due to the fact that it has arisen out of the progress of 
the Cuban question, or that its determination may affect the future 
of Cuba. Its chief importance is because it concerns the proper 
exercise of the great functions of our Government, and because 
its decision is to affect the future of the American people. With 
this arrogant avowal and assumption of power, with this out- 

ken defiance of law when duly pnaoted, silence on the floor of 
Gon ess invites further encroachment by the executive de 
ment. Acquiescence by Congress in such encroachment is to 
encourage and increase the growth and exercise of the great one- 
man power, which the framers of the Constitution studiously 
sought to deny to the executive head. They set bounds to the 
t powers with which they invested him, and there is no more 
inding obligation on Congress than to see to it that he does not 
ass them. 
k The history of the struggles of centuries to free the peoples of 
the earth from the domination of one-man power is the world’s 
history of the struggle of all mankind for liberty. 

The great struggle of centuries has been to free the people from 
the domination of one-man power. The culmination and triumph 
in that struggle was typified in the formation of this Government. 
So long as the executive head is confined in the exercise of power 
to these bounds set for him by the organic law, there can be no 
one-man domination. 

To guard and fortify against the growth of power centered in 

e man, which all experience had shown to a ive and 

gerous, the legislative is, under the Constitution, made the 
highest branch of this Government. While it isin no manner 
answerable to either of the other branches of Government, on the 
contrary all officers of all other branches of the Government are 
answerable to Congress as to atribunal of final power. The 
governmental functions, the exercise of the great powers o. the 
sovereignty of the Government, have been committed to it by the 
Constitution with the particular 9 and intent that they shall 
not be exercised by the- Executive; that, at great cost of blood 
fad treasure, wrested as they had been from the grasp of kings 


ese great powers should never be again within the control o 
any one man. 
The fundamental pu e was to elevate the people rather than 


to exalt any man who of necessity should be set up torule. The 
supreme design was that their commands should be executed by 
him, rather than that they should be subjected to his will, “to 
the end, that this may be a government of laws and not of men.” 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the N bills: ; 

A bill (S. 1448) to withdraw from the Supreme Court jurisdic- 
tion of criminal cases not capital, and confer the same on the cir- 
cuit courts of appeals; x 

A bill (S. 3050) to validate the appointments, acts, and services 
of certain deputy United States marshals in the Indian Territory, 
and for oe atonal and 

A bill (S. 8210) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The m also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills: 
A bill (8.1646) poraa for certain requirements for vessels 
propelled by gas, fluid, naphtha, or electric motors; and 
A bill 8. 1726) to approve and ratify the construction of a 
bridge across the Red River, between the States of Arkansas and 
Texas, at a point above the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said 
river, built by the Texarkana Northern Railway Company, but 
now owned and operated by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Rail- 


way Company, and to authorize the latter company to maintain 
pata. bridge over said waterway, subject to certain stipulations 
and conditions. 


SULPHUR RIVER BRIDGE, IN ARKANSAS. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1722) to ap- 
rove and ratify the construction of a bridge across the Sulphur 
iver, in the State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana and Fort Smith 
Railway Company, which was, on page 3, after section 4, to insert: 
Sec. 5. That this act shall be null and - void if actual construction of — 


bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year and comple 
within three years from the date of approval thereof. 


Mr. FRYE. I move that the Senate disagree to that amend- 
ment and ask for a conference with the House of Representatives. 

Mr. BATE. What is the bill? 

Mr. FRYE. It isa bridge bill, and the House of Representa- 
tives put on an amendment providing that the building of the 
bridge must be commenced within one year and completed within 
three years, when the bridge is already in existence. 

3 1 Do I understand that the bridge is located in Ar- 
Sas 

Mr. FRYE. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion 
of the Senator from Maine, that the Senate disagree to the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives and ask for a conference 
with the House thereon. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Presiding Officer was authorized to 
my aig te the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. VEST, 

. NELSON, and Mr. BERRY were appointed. 
Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 12 minutes 
. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, January 
4, 1897, at 12 o'clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. - 
Executive nominations received by the Senate January 13, 189% 
POSTMASTERS. 

Alexander A. McPhee, to be postmaster at Wagoner, in the 
Creek Nation and Indian Territory, in the place of Frank W. 
Barnes, removed. 

John H. Whelan, to be postmaster at Weymouth Center, in the 
county of Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, in the place of 
Robert F. Shaw, whose commission expired Jan 7, 1897. 

John J. Winn, to be postmaster at Haverhill, in the county of 
Essex and State of Massachusetts, in the place of Henry H. John- 
son, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

Peter A. Peterson, to be postmaster at Cannon Falls, in the 
county of Goodhue and State of Minnesota, in the place of Peter 
A. Peterson, whose commission expires January 28, 1897. 

James F. Maher, to be postmaster at Litchfield, in the county of 
Meeker and State of Minnesota, in the place of John W. Wright, 
whose commission expired December 22, 1896. 

John Schmelz, to be r at Springfield, in the county of 
Brown and State of Minnesota, in the place of Michael Huiras, 
whose commission expires January 28, 1897. 

William Gill, to be postmaster at Rockaway, in the county of 
Morris and State of New Jersey, in the as of Edward H. Todd, 
whose commission expired January 7, 1897. 

Edwin L. Drake, to be postmaster at Winchester, in the county 
of Franklin and State of Tennessee, in the place of Jesse M. Little- 
ton, whose commission expired December 14, 1896. 

John A. Isaacson, to be postmaster at South Superior, in the 
county of Douglas and State of Wisconsin, in the 2 of Frank 
O. Cerveny, whose commission expired January 5, 1897. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 13, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. COUDEN. . 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read an 
approved. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr.PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, House bill No. 2668 was erroneously 
referred to the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, as 
it is a bill for the amendment of the existing tariff law, and by 
direction of the committee I ask that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

There was no objection, and the change of reference was made, 

AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. WADSWORTH, from the Committee on iculture, re- 
ported the bill (H. R. 9961) making appropriations for the Departe 
ment of Agriculture for the year ending June 80, 1898, and moved 


that it be referred to the Committee of the Whole Honse on the 
state of the Union. 


1897. 
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Mr. DOCKERY and Mr. RICHARDSON asked to have all points 
of order reserved. 
The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, with all points of order reserved. 


TENNESSEE CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION. 


Mr. 8 Mr. Speaker. Lask unanimous consent 
for the consideration at this time of the Senate joint resolution 
(S. R. 189) which is now on the Clerk’s desk. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, etc., 3 Secre of the Treasury be, and a. is 2 
authorized to soli to contract for the erection of 
5 exhibit at the Tennessee Centennial Ex 
12 act of Congress approved December 22, 1896, withou 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this joint resolution? 

Mr. BAILEY. I reserve the right to object, Mr. Speaker. I 
take it that this joint resolution is intended merely to expedite 
the construction of the building, and does not increase the appro- 
priation or authorize the Secretary to contract beyond the 8 
a the a ae riation already made. 

GTON. . Speaker, in answer to the inquiry 
of 1 5 I will state that this joint resolution does not 
change the bill as it passed here some days ago in any particular 
whatever. It does not increase the appropriation nor authorize 
the Secretary to contract beyond the 290, 000 appropriated in the 
bill. It simply allows him to advertise for a shorter time than is 
now required by law. The resolution was introduced at the 
request of the Secre for the reason that the e ition will 
opan. on the 1st day of May next, and if he is compelled to adver- 
tise for thirty days for tenders for the construction of this build- 
ing, it can not be completed and ready for the opening. The 
Secretary will advertise all the same, but for a shorter time, and 
will communicate with all the persons who are accustomed to 
take contracts for the erection of Government buildings. 

The joint resolution was ordered to a third reading; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. WASHINGTON, a motion to reconsider the 
ae by which the joint resolution was passed was laid on the 

e. 


tion au- 
t public 


PHILLIP KIRSHNER. 


Mr. CORLISS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
esent consideration of House bill No. 3851, to reimburse Col. 
hillip Kirschner for money paid for the services of a band for the 
Sixteenth Regiment of Ohio Infantry Volunteers. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of be authorized a poe 


"Kirschner t the sum of 


.. 101 0.1808 f a by him as sat 
reon from Au 5 
sioned officer in the Army for the e ofa Pax onthe ixteenth 
ment of Ohio Infantry Volunteers g the war. pon, roper proof of 
AT of the said sum by sai 2 uly submf to and ap oved 
the auditing or accoun officer wh ich n cum is here 


“Tho SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
Mr. MCMILLIN. Reserving the right to object, I would like 
= Date the report read, or else a statement of the merits of the 


Mr. CORLISS. The report explains the matter in detail, and I 
ask that it be read. 
The report (by Mr. SNOVER) was read, as follows: 


Pe ca Comments oo on Claims, to whom was referre rreg mme bill (H. R. 
ree Cok ERUN p Kirehier for money paid for services of a ban 
thet e gs of o N Volunteers, 


tion of this claim shows the following fac 
5 em Phi mer ee ded 
Company E. 


captain of Sixteenth 
Q 9 mont entry, on 25 April April 20. Wal. and served until August 18, 


1861, on which la mpany . mustered out of service. e 
army T show that he rodnligt in the service October 13, 1861, 
as or of the Sixteenth Ohio Infan o! 1 and served in the y 
un T 31, 1864, recei 


ving the r. of colonel for distin; es. 
y records that the band of 18. 00 - 
Jed A. a 28, 1861, at Springfiel hio, and 


by ol. P. p Kirshner 7 ai a judgment ob- 
ons i of the teen Ponds e Sixteenth Ohio 
covenant, | which he, in connection with other 
ble for their services, at a 
was vatter wards allowed by the Government. 
1861, an act was y Congress authorizing 
ni ment of beg and fixing the com: — | for such services. 
Pd Boas an act Kot approved he 81, 1861, the in the of War ge! 5 and 
ou an manar 0 ‘Treasury not otherwise a: 
priate, 2 the volunteers called ed out by the President's proclamation o the 
1861, such amounts of mo: y have bes been N 
54 the soporna. ot fue or company ban 
ef service under sai 
cts shove, Peat to to that commissioned officers 
wus 5 en ds, and the funds advanced by them refunded 
by the act above ng th . — 


Colonel Kirshn: pons oop aa at ote claim certified copies of 


Malen in the bil. gs owing the ja Tit of the ane leader of the — Dana setting 


1 9 


It also a rs from the 
o Taf yas e 


tinued in service 
this claim 5 for for money pa 
tain . 
Infantry in — 5 


offi 
ice exceeding 
ri that on Jul: 


forth the terms of the contract and bea reasons for the nonpayment of the: 
full amount et of the Governmen 


It also a the satisfaction of ie committee, that t the 
long delay i the beessi m wy of m the fact that t Golon 
er, until within a few years, vate means, and did no 
inte: upon the Gove: — until forced adverse circumstan 
and ness to ask for this The claimant is at ers resent time 
and in d . 3 recommend t the bill for 


cial 
relief do pass, nin theta owing amendments: 
Amend by striking out lines 5 and 6 and the words “and sixty-six,” in line, 
7, and substitute therefor ** $337. 52. 
The letter“ e“ in Kirshn 


er's name appears to be aclerical error, and should 
also be stricken out. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I notice that there are several amendments 
provided for. Am I correct in understanding that the item for 
interest is stricken out? 

Mr. CORLISS. Les, sir; on the recommendation of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. McMILLIN. It appears from the report that this man was 
authorized to make the employment. 

Mr. CORLISS. A large number of similar claims were paid, 
but Colonel Kirshner never expected to have to call for the pay- 
ment of this claim. 

. MCMILLIN. But it was a liability of the Government 
under the law existing at that time. 

Mr. CORLISS. It so appeared to the committee. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, there is quite a number of these claims, 
and although I have no objection to their merit, Ido not think 
they ought to be passed by unanimous consent; so 1 object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection i is made. 


Subsequently 
Mr. COX withdrew his objection. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that he will be dis- 


hereafter to regard objections as final. 

There being no further objection, the House proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill. 

The amendment reported by the corun rites was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be e and read a 
third time; and it was 5 read the third time, and 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the title will be amended 

roposed. 

a Phere was no objection. 

On motion of Mr. CORLISS, a e to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

BARZILLA C. HUDSON. 

Mr. OVERSTREET, Mr. S er, I ask unanimous consent 
for the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 2258) for the relief 
of Barzilla C. Hudson. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, ete., 2 Pew the Secretary of War be, and is hereby, authorized 
from the Afar record o f Barzilla C. 


th ri 
son, lat of Batte Bester nares off Fourth nited States 2 and . him 5 
o e 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 
Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Ppeaker; reserving the right to object, I 


will ask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr, PARKER) was read, as follows: 


Committee — ae Affairs, to whom was referred the bill R. 
L Marzi O W Ak having considered the —.— 
win amendment. 


end that ee ohh do 
This isa bill to remove the charge of desertion and grant an honorable 
Amend by adding to date Ma: 1865: Provided, —_ no pay, bount; 

y g beot y 26, ; cle a y, or 
favorably. These soldiers 29 a April 
been meanwhile t 7 erred to ei artillery and 
1 aap O ‘hey: 


but he could go home, 
ifty-third, third session, 
) is as Airi 


in Com K, Thirteenth Indiana Voluntee: 
5 con 


“On the 9th day of r ber IAG, a wien Pomona e m this 
service for the purpose N ‘ourth tea States 
in accordance with ee ia Batt po eS of the War Depart- 


Artille 
ment, The object of the order was to recruit artillery service from the 
ranks of the 4 o Pied 
is service in the rteenth Indiana Volunteers was honorable and 


= ae rian abt grat . in Battery D. Fon D, Fourth United States Artillery, fon 
the unexpired eu ot there Volunteers, and 
served ind the tek "of nd oe oS bag 3 therefro: 2 — 81 
1864. . ig in hanged Fourth ourth United 
Artillery, , and served — oat when he is re 2 

ese 

His entire term of service covers a od from April ae until May 
ne) See all of which time he was fai and prompt in the discharge o 


“It will be remembered that at the date ver his alleged desertion the war 
practically closed. one uni re disintegrating, and tho: 
Shona without the formality of 


Si the volun r ed to 

o would be en to his upon these facts had he 
gery 1 but ha Posni to the 
troops, the general la 3 


w does not cover his case. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Soh oom Bt — 
ted. trahazardous, and 
enlistment in that service was of no advantage to him, but rathera favor 

Go The fact that he enlisted in the volunteer service dur- 
the impression which he seems to have had that 
term was limited to that war. "Ho says that he eo understood 
and that he only followed the example of others in that 


Owa ihat the ranka of Wa Bpuulat Arny rere eee 


respect. 
d ed immediately to his home and 
ve no e ot any Intention to avoid detection, but has remained con 
11 2 dr al K i pour committee think the charge of desertion should 

remo’ 

There Lee no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill 

The amendments reported by the committee were to. 

The bill as amended was oF ordered to be en and read a 
third time; and it was accordin, iy read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. OVERSTREET, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


COGSWELL & CO. 


Mr. COBB. I ask unanimous consent for the present consider- 
ation of the bill (H. R. 939) for the relief of Cogswell & Co. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioner of Internal Revenue be, and is 
hereby, authorized ‘and directed to 8 the refunding claim of well 
& Co., of St. Louis, Mo., 3 claim is now on file in his oon 
examine it, and allow so much thereof as he may find to have been paid 

xcess of the amount Pp behets by law; and the Secretary of the Treasury i 
28 autiona and to pay such amount as is allowed by the 
Commissioner of Inte 3 ou i in the Treasury 

otherwise approp 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. COBB, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


HARRIET F. HERRICK. 


Mr. MOODY. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
pana of the bill (H. R. 2859) granting a pension to Harriet F. 
rrick. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the 1 and he is pereng, 
authorized and directed to Joace on the pension roll, a r month, su 
— to the provisions and mpeg of the pension —.— the name of Har- 
a oria e of Beverl: 8 28 of — — widow of Moses S. Her- 
8 a member of Company E, Eighth Regiment Massachusetts 
olunteer Infantry. 
The co icp ar Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill 
Mr. CROWTHER. Reserving the right to object, I should like 
to hear an anation. 
Mr. MOODY. Let the report be read, and I think that will 
satisfy every gentleman of the justice of the bill. 
The report (by Mr. Pool) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid avira fe e . 


aen whom 
2859) 2 sion to Harriet F. Herrick, report as To as fi : 

Moses 8. Herrick, h usband of the beneficiary . 3 
1861, and was mustered in as —— lieutenant Company Eighth — 
chusetts Volunteer Militia Infan He was honora! iy discharged M May 20, 

on surgeon’s certificate of disab ty on account of amput: = 
leg near the ankle, for gunshot wound of foot received while 2 — 
the Rotunda of the 1 at Washington, in consequence of fall oe k 
wras duo loaded musk The evidence does not show that soldier's death 
was due to se 


of any money not 


the S has A other property, and depends upon — daily labor for 


. no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the , which was ordered to be en and read a 
third time; and it was ingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. MOODY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

HENRY MACKRILL. 
` Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 3690) restoring a pension to Henry 
Mackvill, alias Henry Mackey. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it neon etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby 
rized directed to 


= and to place or reinstate on the pension roll name o! 
— Mackvill, enry Mackey, a late landsman in the United States 
naval service durin 


6 rebellion, and cause him to be paid a pen- 
E on account of catarrh, disease of rectum, disease o 

d disease of eyes, and necessary results thereof, subject to the 
— — and limitations of the pension laws. 


: The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
ows: 
. t y NE tad aea in line 4; substitute the name 


Mack- 
for" in line 5; strike out the word “fifteen” in line 7 and 
goot “twelve in lieu thereof, and strike out all after the word month.“ in 


ta amenā the title of — a as to read: “Granting a pension to Henry 


Mackrill, alias Henry 


tthe 5 Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the 

Mr, DOCKERY. I suggest that the report be read; or, if it is 
very lengthy, that the tibe pontem make a statement, 

e report (by 'ATRICK) was read, as follows: 
122053 Committee on phon 33 NP ta ee 8 tho bill (H. R. 


nry Mackrill, alias late lands- 
man Oe rae — Wary, 2 carefully — — all all the facts and 
circumstances y 2 out as follows: 


The Anditor tor for the the Navy ae 

“Henry Mackrill, lan 5 o naval station at Chicago, and 
was entered on the rolls of the Princeton January 23, 1864, and served to 
March 3, 1864; on the 55 to May 4, 1885, as landsman; on the Prince- 
ton as ordinary seaman to Ma gh , 1865, and was discha from pi 
ordinary seaman The ro o not show anythi refer- 
ence to his being 5 95 prisoner or having served in the Confederate 


The War De Tiri — ns mea hd Mississippi Infan 

“Hen: vate, Com 18 
federato States army, Sham enh ies at at Vicksbasp. Mins tox three 
ears, and is 31, 


years, 9 858885 i 18 
absent, sick since Octo . 2, 1808, by or y December 
on sin: 


See gra Chickama: 
Tenn., — ovember 26, 1863. k Island, „December 13, 1 rey 
in the Une peer Mao and — ag to naval ere 


Camp . — III., Jan 25, 1864." 
a alleges 1 1 of the war va was a British su 
hie. wood away, and it was im 


eat unless he enlisted, and un 


surroundings 8 
= o Confederate States army, in 


ee away at first opportunity, 


When he enlisted fn the in the United States Navy he asked to ae his eae meya 


aor Aronde aT irera eariy was known as Henry Mackey: rey? had the 
capers aba! 
a under that name, and has been 


— 
for pension under act of June 27, 8 a and 
Pears ay 9, 1891 . affidavi 


erate se msion was 8 October 2, isi at fis per 
of rectum, 


monthfrom 
July 25, 1890, for ontarrh, disease — 


eyes.” 
e was dropped from the rolls for “ disloyalty“ tember 23, 1895, under 
Leer 3 of 2 Statu dart 5 aided or 
the rebellion t the 8 of the United States. 


8 is no question in this case but that the applicant is disabled for 

forming manual labor. The bodrd of examining surgeons at Delhi, Ind., July 

15, 1891, rated him four-eighteenths for nervous debility, six-eighteenths for 
-nasal catarrh, two-eighteenths for disease of eyes, four-eighteenths for 


eys, and four-eighteenths for piles, and his disa ilties have pr 
since then. 


The construction of theact of June 27,1890, which — 9 several months 
without objection, while the w enacted it was 2 in session, 
that ninety days’ service and an ble to pre- 
vious loyalty were the 1 toa pensionable status miler that act, 
gave this sailor a pension, to which your committee believe he sateen eee th 
Soe — he are faithfully served more one and one- nore Ant 


eee ore recommend the passage of the bill with the fol- 


amendments: 
Strike out the words“ or reinstate “in line (; substitute the name Mack- 
rill" for Mackvill" in line 5; strike out the word “fifteen” in line 7 and 


snap rey mainte lieu thereof, and strike out all after the word “month” 


Also amend the title of bill so as to read: Gran‘ a pension to Henry 
Mackrill, alias Henry Mackey.” vised 

Mr. „ I wish to ask the gentleman in c 
bill how lon 1 was in the Confederate service. 

Mr. HATCH. About a year or a little over. He was in the 
Union service a year and a half. The fact is that he wasina 
starving condition when he joined the Confederate army; and at 
the first opportunity he joined the Union Army. After the war 
he received a pension, which was granted notwithstanding his own 
statement that he had been in the Confederate army. After 
receiving that pension for some years he was last year stricken 
off the rolls on account of it having been found that he had served 
in the Confederate army. 

Mr. DOCKERY. fie this bill been unanimously recommended 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions? 

Mr. HATCH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I shall not interpose any objection if it is the 
policy of the other side to pension ex-Confederates with a record 
such as is shown by the report in this case. 

Mr. LOUD. This case may have some merits; but I do not 
think it has such extraordinary merit that it should be passed by 
unanimous consent. Let it take its turn on the Calendar. There 
are other bills there which have equal merit. 
aaa SPEAKER. Objection being made, the bill is not before 

e House. 


of this 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN ALABAMA. 
Mr. BANKHEAD. I ask unanimous consent for the consider- 
ation of the bill which I send to the desk. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


a sg 2 R. 9671) to detach the county of from the northern division 
the northern district of 


Marion 
Alabama and attach the same to the southern 
Al ken of said district. 


Be it enacted, ete., That the coun’ 
and the same is here! etached 
district 


division of said northern 


B Se ae 
e northern division of the north- 
“the State of — — attached to th 
judicial district. 
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2. That all civil and criminal, hereafter issued persons 
aet — ts said —— Marion shall be made returnable mop pee in held 
e 

the circuit or ict cor e 
— — in the said county of Marion, at the city of Huntsville, in said State, 
shall be determined in aie courts. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this 


bill? i 

Mr. PAYNE. Let us have some explanation of it. ; 

Mr. BANKHEAD. The report is very short, and I will ask 
that the Clerk read it. 

The report (by Mr. CONNOLLY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on the Judiciary,to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
9671) to detach the county of Marion from the northern division of the north- 
ern district of Alabama and attach the same to the southern division of said 
district, report: 

The sole purpose of the bill is to transfer the county of Marion from the 
northern to the southern division of the northern district of the State of 
Alatama. It affects no public interest, except in so far as it concerns the 
single county of Marion, and it 1 e to the committee that by reason of 

roximity to the place of holding the court and directness of routes of travel 

tigants cf the county of Marion will be better accommodated in the south- 

ern than in the northern division of sid northern district, and as we have 

te objections to said bill presented, we therefore recommend that the 
o pass. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I will state to the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Payne] that this matter has been carefully examined 
by a subcommittee—— e 

Mr. PAYNE. The bill seems to be all right. Iam not dis- 
posed to object to it. j 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be en and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. BAN HEA, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


DAVID SAMPLE. 


Mr. SPALDING. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 3926) to correct the 
war record of David Sample. à 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, subject to the right of 
objection. 

e bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to soamend the records of the War Department as to remove 
of mutiny, conduct unbecomip 


me BE TAER; Is thereobjection to the present consideration 
of the 

Mr. LOUD. I ask that the report accompanying the bill be 
first read. 

The report (by Mr. FENTON) was read, as follows: 


» The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8926) entitled A bill to correct the war record of David Sample,” beg leave 
to submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass: 

This is a bill enacting that the records of the War Department be so 
amended as to remove the charge of “ mutiny, conduct un an officer 
and a gentleman, and disobedience and defiance of orders from superior 

cers” from the record of Second Lieut. David Sample, late of Company 

„ Fifteenth Michigan Infantry Volunteers, and that an honorable 8 

granted to the said David 5 all the pay und other emolumen 
due him at the time of disc e the service. 

The beneficiary of this bill, David Sample, who was a second lieutenant in 
Company E, Fifteenth Michigan Infan Volunteers, was, on or about the 
8d day of July, 1865, stationed with his nt at or near Devalls Bluff, Ark. 

On this same day, July 8, Sampleand Lieutenant McBride, of the same regi- 
ment, were walking about the town of Devalls Bluff, and coming to a bowl- 
ing alley they went in and played a = of tenpins. After this they went 
upstairs toa saloon to geta drink. It seems there were quite a number 
other soldiers in the saloon at the time, and the prov — eee 

who was in the saloon. ere 


ar- 
gone out of doors he (Autenreith) was knocked 
before he would submit toan arrest. Sam- 


and 

88 bsequentl ferred against Sample for “mutin: 

were su uen ‘or “mu con- 
duct unbecoming an aller —. ntleman, burglary, od disobediense and 
defiarnc» of orders from his feet pm officers." He was tried by a court-mar- 
tial, fe und guilty of the charges, except the charge of nanay, and was sen- 
tenced to be dishonorably dismissed the service, with forfeiture of all 
pay and allowances, and the sentence was approved and ed out. Sam- 
Ple's record as a soldier is an enviable and most honorable one. He was en- 
Tolled asa . early in 1861. and gave four years of honest and faithful 
service to this country. He participated in the battles of 1 Vicksburg, 
Missio Ridge, A ta, and was with Sherman on his historic march 
the sea. He was also through the cam in North and South Carolina 
which culminated in Johnston's surrender, and eve here his gallantry and 
3 were highly recommended. His colonel, Fred S. Hutchinson, pays 
him the highest compliments for 3 efficiency, and says that 


taken to 


bill for his relief is only a matter of the plest justice, and ought to pass. 
In view — N 3 t the war was over at the time the offense was com- 
an ample's ous record was especially your 
ittee are of opinion the bill ought to pass. 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to make a su 
the gentleman from Michigan which may obviate objection to the 


on to 


consideration of the bill at this time. 
pave soldier, he would have been punished by imprisonment, 

e bill proposes to return to him all the pay and allowances due, 
and which were withheld. Now, if the gentleman would strike 
out those words by an amendment, and provide that no pay or 
allowances shall become due by reason of the act, I am perfectly 
willing, so far as I am concerned, that it shall be considered now, 

Mr. SPALDING. Very well, Mr. Speaker; I am willing that 
that should be done. The purpose of the bill is simply to give this 
man an honorable discharge. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of the 
bill as pro to be amended? : > 

Mr. Sr LE. Let us hear how it will read as amended. 

The bill was read as pro to be amended. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That does not cover F Bev ground. The 
amendment should be 5 to the bill t no pay, emolu- 
ments, or allowances shall become due or payable by reason of 
the passage of this act. Imean, to insert the usual proviso in such 
cases. 


Mr. SPALDING. Ihave no objection to that. 

The SPEAKER. Then the proposition is to amend the bill? 

Mr. SPALDING. Yes, sir; by inserting the usual provision 
that it will not entitle the beneficiary to the receipt of emoluments 
or allowances. 

The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Now, let the Clerk report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 10, after the words David Sample,” strike out the following w. 
“with all the pay and other emoluments due him at the time of discharge f 
all services,“ and insert Provided, That no pay, emoluments, or allowances 
be made to the said David Sample.“ 

The amendment was adopted. > 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. SPALDING, a motion to reconsider last 
vote was laid on the table. 


RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Mr. DINSMORE. Mr. S. er, I ask unanimous consent that 
the House proceed now to the consideration of Senate bill 1741, to 
authorize the Muskogee, Oklahoma and Western Railroad Com- 
pany to construct and operate a line of railway through Oklahoma 
and the Indian Territory, and for other purposes, and that the 
House bill on the same subject be ordered to lie upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill. 

Mr. DINSMORE. Mr. Speaker, this bill, I will state, is in the 
usual form of all bills of a similar character granting rights of 
wa: ra unless the reading be insisted upon I ask to dispense 
with it. 

Mr. PAYNE. Is this a bridge bill? 

Mr. DINSMORE. No, a right of way for a railroad company. 

Mr. PAYNE. the Indian Territory? 

Mr. DINSMORE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PAYNE. Is there still room there for another railroad? 
[Laughter. 

Mr. DINSMORE. I think so. 

Mr. PAYNE. If the gentleman is satisfied with that fact, I 
shall not interpose objection. But it seems to me that we have 
been 1 very great number of rights of way there. 

Mr. DINSMORE. I can assure the gentleman from personal 
knowledge that there is enough room for this one. 

Mr. STEELE. What is the width of the proposed right of way? 

Mr. DINSMORE. One hundred feet. 

I will state that I introduced the same bill in the House, which 
was favorably considered by the House Committee on Indian 
Affairs and placed upon the Calendar. The Senate has passed a 
similar bill, identical in terms, and I now ask unanimous consent 
to lay the House bill on the table and take up for consideration 
the Senate bill. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

There was no objection; and the House bill (H. R. 5486) of the 
same title was ordered to lie on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the Senate bill. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. DINSMORE. Mr. Speaker, I think my request or state- 
ment a few moments ago was misapprehend: I asked to dis- 

with the reading of the bili. I made the statement that it 
is in the usual form of all such bills heretofore passed by the House, ` 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to omitting the reading of 
the bill, which the gentleman states is in the usual form: 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and being read the third 
time, it was passed. 


this person had been a 
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On motion of Mr. DINSMORE, a motion to reconsider the last. 
vote was laid on the table. 


SURG. P. M. RIXEY. 

Mr, BOUTELLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of Senate joint resolution 133, authoriz- 
ing Surg. P. M. Rixey, of the Navy, to accept from the King of 
Spain the grand cross of naval merit with the white distinction 
mark, in recognition of services rendered to the officer and sailors 
of the Santa Maria who were injured by an explosion on that 


ship. 
he bill was read, as follows: 
Resolved, etc., That Surg. P. M. Rixey, of the United States Navy, be, and 


is 1 authorized to accept the cross of naval merit with the white 
distinction mark, conferred u: by the King of Spain in tion of 
the services rendered by that officer to an officer and sailors of the Santa 


Maria injured by an explosion on that ship in New York Harbor. 

The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BOUTELLE, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


ANNA P. JOHNSON. 


Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill (S.3210) granting a pension 
to Anna P. Johnson. à 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll of the United States 
the name of Anna P. Johnson, widow of Paul Johnson, late a private in Com- 
pany I, Sixteenth Iowa Volunteers, at the rate of $12 per month. 


The PE RANI Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, pending the reading of the report, 
I reserve the right to object. 

The SPE ER. The gentleman asks for the reading of the 


t. 
: The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7128) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson, widow of Paul Johnson, late 

rivate Company I, Sixteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, at $12 per month, 
having carefully examined and considered the same. respectfully report: 

The War ‘tment records show: 

Paul Johnson was drafted into service and received at draft rendezvous, 
Davenport, Iowa, November 5, 1864; forwarded to regiment December 5, 1864; 
8 as private Company I, Sixteenth Iowa Volunteer ET and de- 

ivered at headquarters ashville, 
Nashville. 
d Janu- 
2, ital, 3 January 

2 1888, with * and was transferred February 27, 1855; admitted to 
ospital, isville, Ky., February 27, 1865, with chronic 

wn Hospital March 14, 1865; entered Brown 


wick General H 


as sent to 
, Ky., March 
150 


t a 
—, Ninth Iowa Cavalry, or I 
Hospit Louisville, Ky.. Apri 17, 1 
K Jul 70 1808. 
are Sud 


om Brown 


five children, the youn; being born January 9, 
T e widow em) loved Joha J Neshin to go to Louisville in the latter part 
and endeavor to brin. 


William Russell, who was drafted at the same time, swears he saw him 
about July, 1865, being led about at Louisville, Ky.. by two men, who said he 
was He also testifies to the search made at Louisville and New Albany 
By John 3. Neshin and lf for Paul Johnson. 2 

v. Amund Olson t es that Paul Jo! m escaped from hospital about 
the last of June or first of July, 1865, and that he with othersstarted in search 
of him July 4, 1865. That they learned that a conductor put a crazy soldier 
off his train at some point in Indiana, and sent telegrams to different points, 


but were never able to get any definite trace of him. 

Widow filed claim for pension December 23, 1882, and filed proof of fore: 
ing cts. Her oat was rejected April 6, 1892, on the ground that “the 
ge eand fact of soldier's death is not shown; and, if dead, there is no evi- 

lence that death was due to his military service, and claimant avers her 
inability to an er evidence.” 

Sentra FFC 
being clear own Ə reco e was osp or “fever,” 
ESDAS W. 8 — 5 and “insanity,” from December 28, 1864, to 


um 
July 6, 1885, e probability 
ma 2 
15 hearty t rty-one years makes it almost absolutely certain that he died 
most pro 
away the 
os. committee 


urgentl 
ba d woman, who has so patiently awaited the return of her husband, who 


on common should haye t her in presuming the death 
him she was no more to see on and the passage of the is 3 
ore recommended without t. $ 5 . 


to of corporal, sergeant, and first ser, 


The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. UPDEGRAFF, the corresponding House bill 
(H. R. 7128) was ordered to lie on the table. 


EDWARD H. MURRELL, 
I $ er, I ask unanimous consent for the pres- 
ent consideration of the bill (S. 1590) for the relief of Edward H. 
Murrell. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
to pay, out of any mmeys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, to Edward H. Murrell the sum of i 409.34, said amount having been 
ec by the agents of the U; 
Orleans, La., belonging 
partment. 


Mr. OTEY. Mr. 8 


ted States from propert in New 
and by them turned over 2 the Treasaxy 


The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. Let the report be read. 

Mr. OTEY. Mr. Speaker, I should like just to say a word or 
two on this bill. This is to pay a gentleman by the name of E. H. 
Murrell, who is a resident of the city of Lynchburg, Va., and has 
never changed his domicile, but who had property in New Orleans 
at the surrender of the city to General Butler. In the cartel of 
surrender 8 property was to be respected. He had some 
property there which he had leased. A Treasury agent took 
charge of that property, collected the rent, and covered it into 
the Treasury. He asks that this money be paid him. He had 
the papers from New Orleans and came here for the purpose of 
collecting the money. His overcoat, in which the papers were, 
was stolen, and he was thereby prevented from getting the money 
at that time. The Supreme Court has decided the case of the 
Planters’ Bank, exactly similar to this, and I bore that there will 
be no objection to the bill. It has passed the Senate twice. It 
has been reported by two committees of this House unanimously, 
and comes here now unanimously reported by the committee. 
Here is the report. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I think this case ought to take the 
ar course. I shall have to object. 
Ir. OTEY. Lask the gentleman from New. York [Mr. PAYNE] 
to hear the report read. 

Mr. PA I will read the report. It is useless to take up 
the time of the House with the reading of the report now. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


JOSEPH A, BLANCHARD. 


Mr. PITNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 6686) to correct the mili- 
ours record of Joseph A. Blanchard, late first lieutenant of Troop, 
E, First New York Mounted Rifles. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to correct the mili record of ey os A. Blanchard, late 
first lieutenant of Troop E, First New York Mounted es, and to grant him 
an honorable discharge, to date from July 28, 1864. 

The Committee on Military Affairs recommended the following 
amendment: 

Add to the bill the following: 

“ Provided, That no pay, bounty, or other allowances shall become due and 
payable by reason of the passage of this act.” 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Let the report be read. 

Š Mr LOUD. It would be better to have the report read, Mr. 

peaker. 5 

Mr. DOCKERY. I understand the report is of some length, 
and a brief statement will probably be satisfactory. 

Mr. PITNEY. Ican make a statement that I think will satisfy 
gentlemen who are interested in this matter. 

This bill is to remove not a charge of desertion, but a dishonor- 
able dismissal of the soldier, which was ordered without notice, 
trial, hearing, or opportunity to be heard, and without reasonable 
cause. The soldier enlisted on the 24th of July, 1861, as a private 
in Company A, First New York Mounted Rifles, to serve three 
years. He served for that period without a blemish on his record, 
and was promoted, on his own merits, through the several grades 
ant, to second lieutenant 
and first lieutenant. He was first lieutenant when the expira- 
tion of his three years’ term arrived. He then tendered his 
resignation on the ground that the term of his enlistment had 
expired. He was informed, in response, that his commission asa 
first lieutenant bound him in the service for an additional term of 
three years. To that he replied, in writing, stating that when he 
acce the commission as first lieutenant he did not understand 
that he was bound for an additional term of three years; but, on 


e 


1897. 


the contrary, 


was assured that it made no difference; that he 
wouldnot be Doi be 1 inal term. He theren sora 


replied by 1 — 85 fon in writing, i 


understandin, 0 ag his commission. Upon receipt of 
that comm 85 his 8 officer recommended that he be 
dishonorably discharged ‘‘for tendering his tion in the 


face of the enemy; and without notice or opportunity of explana- 
tion, without trial by court-martial or otherwise—— 

Mr. STEELE. I object. 

Mr. PITNEY. Ihave not finished my statement. 

Mr. STEELE. But you have made enough statement for me to 
object. 

Mr. PITNEY. I hope the gentleman will be courteous enough 
to allow me to finish my statement before he objects. 

Mr. 0 I have no objection to that, but I will object to 
the b 

Mr. PITNEY. If the gentleman will permit me, I should like 
to complete my statement. On the day the news of this officer’s 
dismissal reached the command in which he had served a written 
testimonial was prepared, which I have on my desk, and a SORT o7 of 
which is appended to the committee’s report, It was sign 
all the other preci = t the one who had recommended his 
dismissal, and eir desire to testify to his uniform 

tlemanly con pen. to his gallantry and 8 and the un- 

Haunted courage which has characterized his career as a soldier for 
the past three years.” Some of the signers of that testimonial I 
know personally, and they have told me that the dismissal of this 
man was an outrage, and I think that justice rues that he be 
given an honorable discharge at this time. unishment 
Was required, he has been sufficiently punished 5 the um which 
has rested upon him during all these ran He procured a receipt 
showing that he was not chargeable with any public property 
aa elossa I hope the gentleman from Indiana will not object. 

Mr. STEELE, I object to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


CAPT. BRADBURY W. HIGHT. 


Mr. HAGER. Mr. S er, Lask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (S. 1949) granting an additional pension to Capt. Bradbury W. Hight. 


Be it enacted, eios That the 5 of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
8 an rected to the pension roll the pns of Bredbary 
W. Hight, late of 1 mont Vermont Volunteer Infan 


n 
at the rate of $72 per month, in Boron of his present pension of $17 per mon 


Mr. LOUD. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


ont 3 on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred = bill eet eo 
crease of pension to $72 per month to aber W, Hight, late 

pe Se a ny O, n Warrant ‘olunteer ty, having carefull 

examined and conside; facts as embody res) = — the repo 

of the Senate Committee on 

recommend 


ensions as embod respect ay adopt eatures, an 


the passage of the bill. The Senate committee's report is as fol- 
Tho Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 1949) grant- 
an additional pension to Capt. Bradbury W. Hight, have e: ed thi 
for 


e, and 3 

Claimant enlisted June 20, 1861, and was 
have been disease of the eyes June 20, 1864. He was incre 
.50 per month for dipeane of eyes. Pension w. 
7, 1884, to $15 2 =e for amau and it was 

mber 17, 1 to $17. b Head TAR, 15, soldier 2 octane 

er increase, alle; tal blindhess, but the application was rejected by 

e Pension Bureau. 


id to 


8 ee 2 — 
Novem 


o ly understand this case, it is 2 E -to ke > guai tho fact 
tha bol dier T was Lew nies for amaurosis, whi to Dunglison's 
Me . —.— onary; 

Diminution cee cn plete loss of sight hen any ES alteration 
in the ma of the mares general], loss of | gale of the optic 
nerve or re rpa degenerative atroph of tl hat nerve.” 

ee ip hus be goon that as long ago as November, ld or had a dis- 
A or which he was pensioned, that must inevitably result in 
ness 88 8 later It 1 pears, further, that in about ten years 
thereafter it di blindness; and there seems to be no valid 
n assigned wh ~ 5 Was not then in to the rate for total 
biindsess, which is the amount asked for in this bill. 
On the question of total b] 


dness, it is only necessary + to roter t to the find- 
ings on the part of the medical officers of „Ls 5 gy 
examining board at Council Bluffs, Iowa, under date of 
closed ite report in these words: 
a totally and wind aks blind, and can not 3 light from 


yes ane examination was made by the same board twelve days later, the 
closing paragraph of the report being as follows: 
“Claimant . 9 blind, and so incapacitated as to require the constant 
*Apparently no t 8 thi: ‘ami of the soldier was 
n ot con an examination =f soldier or- 
a madet 5 H. “Gifford, a distin; oculist of Omaha, Nebr., 


on March 
= Patient totally blind from glaucoma. Disability is total—of first de- 
Your committee are unable to discover any reason for the re potion of this 


claim. It grasped py must have been made upon a technical m l paint too too 
fine to pea ordinary minds. They tì therefore tonne ne 
sage ee balog annae E striking out all amend t 115 


E rovision for . 
owed b 5 8 also end that the 
1 
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Ay — 5 Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I object. 


A. B. PEDIGO. 
Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
sent for the present consideration of the 


Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 1280) for the relief of A. B. Pedigo. 
Be it enacted, sto; That the Secretary of the Treasury is here 


I ask unanimous con- 
bill which I send to the 


author- 


pay me directed to pay tie B. sam of BL cen of any any money yin the 
n rwise a © sam 
Que for United teck Nerz 1 


yöl, 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. PAYNE. hope the report weer be read. 

Mr. LOUD. Let us have the yt be ghee 

Mr. COOPER of Texas, I ask that the report be read, and the 
accompan papers. Ther are a letter from the Auditor for the 
Post-Office and two affidavi 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the report will be read. 

The report (by Mr. HUTCHESON) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was . the bill (H. R. 1280) for 
the relief of A. B. P. „submit the foll 
as the 1 See that A. B. P. 


It has been shown t: 5 of 
contractor on Route 
tor 5 eat 


"oe under a contract prvi 
Pomana ber 80, 1860, and 
eaei apa pe pee 00. sum of money 
during States Government or the late 
ur 
States; wherefore your 


siapa to Ea a 


Betobe I 
rate States 
bill rs pass. 


O was a l 8 
ously Soyal citizen that 
The communications were read, as follows: 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF AUDITOR FOR 8 Posr-Orrron DEPARTMENT, 
ashington, D. C., January 27, 1896. 


to Sin: In xen toe vee verbal a rec tie honor to r . A. B. S 
or carryim ve onor ‘orm you 
the 8 of this thine show that A. igo was the con 
Route No. 8619, Wood Beaumont, in et ot t as, under a + 
tract commencing J aly i E ; that he was paid in 4 30, 
740. the a stands to credit Aak rie tee Oneal r 1, 1860, to 
1861, the date to which — 2 has been certified. ounting to 
he record of payments made by the 1 B government 
claims of cont 2 for service performed 7 — to Jun 1861, is f aone 
a register w. is incomplete, ber of ges an 
leaves but ry ge ak iad poset e dence oi 8 
ment ha made to Mr. the resi tates government 
for service under his contract with nited Sers 
Very respectfully, 


GEO. A. HOWARD, Auditor. 
Hon. vA B. br Sebo 


House o, N Washington, D. C. 

STATE oF Texas, County of Tyler: 

I, A. B. Pedigo, a citizen of the State of Texas ae col oe, 83 
solemnly swear tI pares never ag Nag pa; EEE EN e Uni 
of America for cutee nited — He the State of Texas fro: 
October 1, 1860, oes Ak 18 1861, and that the Confederate 
never paid mo for Pi mail service, and 
has never d. 


tes governm 
that the $331.06 is a just debt 


A. B. PEDIGO. 


Sworn toand subscribed before me by A. B. Pedigo, well known to me, on 
this the 6th day of February, A. D. 1896. 


8 
A Notary Public Duly Qualified and Acting in and fori Ile Coun Seal res, 


Tun STATE OF TEXAS, County of Tyler: 
1, William S. Dur a citizen of the State of T. anapo n mal 
do solemnly swear that I am we with . A. B. 
also a citizen na oa p to the and coun 1858 ve been ‘acquainted 
ve always known Ain te 
W. S. DURHAM, 


from‘ the eck Ieee resent 

a loyal ci n of thet oink tates o inte, and ) 
before me, the undersigned ublic d 
for Tyler County, Tex., en de the ote $ a 


Sworn to and subscri 
ualified and acting in an 
‘ebruary, A. D. 1908. 


A Notary Public in and for Tyler County, 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present e 


of the bill? 
Mr. PAYNE. . I think there is no finding of the 
Court of Claims that this man was loyal but the evidence of one 
man in general terms. I object. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. It is not the character of claim that 
F. Bo w the Court of Claims, for that court has no jurisdiction 
of such cases. 


The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


BRIDGE OVER THE ST. LOUIS RIVER BETWEEN THE STATES OF 
WISCONSIN AND MINNESOTA. 


Mr. S. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 9752) to amend an act 
entitled An act to authorize the construction of a steel bri 
over the St. Louis River between the States of Wisconsin an 
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Minnesota,” approved April 24, 1894, as amended by an act ap- 
Baden August 4, 1894, entitled “An act to amend an act to author- 

the construction of a steel bridge over the St. Louis River 
between the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin.“ 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That sections 3 and 9 of the above- entitled original act 
and section m Sof the the same as amended by F 
entitled An act to amend an act to authorize the construction of 
Sele be ami the St. Louis River between the States of Minnesota and Wis- 

” be amended so as to read, respectively, as —— 


“SEO. 3 t the 8 works referred to section 
oar be Le ee piers, or other suitable: — — oh structures for 
the flow of water toa nent channel, and — 


an . rafts, and other water craft safely through the ‘draw 
as shall be required by the of War; and in addition thereto. 
tnd before the construction of the to be built under this act, the com- 
pany or persons or holding such bridge shall be under the 
tion Tor the Secretary of War or such oilicer as he shall designate, to 
dredge above and below said bridge to such depth and for such distance as 
in the 9 of the Secretary of War or of such other officer as he shall 
pace 9 or mall have been rendered necessary by of the piers to 
ee a That this act shall be null and void if actual construction of the 
dge therein authorized be not commenced within one year and completed 
9 1, A. D. 1897.” 
So. 2. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of this 
act are hereby repealed. 
Mr. PAYNE. I would like to inquire if this bill is reported by 
the committee? 
Mr. FLETCHER. Itis iy ecb unanimously. 
Mr. JENKINS. The bill has been reported by the committee. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? [After a pause.] e Chair hears none. 
ae bill was ordered to be en > Pepa At aaie 2 and 
ng engrossed, it was according y read the time, and passed. 
vem motion of Mr. JENKINS, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


SAMUEL C, TOWNE. 


Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani- 
mous consent for the present consideration of the bill (S. 146) 


grauting an increase of pension to Samuel C. Towne. 
The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it etc., That n be, and he is hereby, 
authorized directed to place on the pension roll. ject to Ad gag erry ions 
and n the n a the ae — . 

Compan ew un ＋ In 
hima cs iy tape ys 9 sien lieu of that he is now recei y 


ae Ly gece Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the 
Mr. LOUD. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. SuLLOway) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred Senate bill 146, 
having carefully considered the same, 
Claimant was a member of DODANY G, 
Volunteer Infantry, serving from July 26, 1862, to June 10, 1865. He 
oned for chronic diarrhea, — to back. 
month, which was 3 increased to a 
the act of June Gites 


There is medical testimony on file to the effect that 


fom the nei to the back. That is possible, but the proof is not conclusive 


Bein 1 the maximum rate under the act of June 27, 1 
!!!.... . 


ige to 
he bill the Senate February 19, 1896. After a careful examination 


ott the evidence your committee are unanimously of the opinion that the bill 
should pass, and so recommend. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 
Mr. ERDMAN. I object. 
MARY A. WIDDORES. 


Mr. HENDRICK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of House bill No. 8788, granting a pen- 
sion to Mary E. Widdores. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, su 
and limitations of the pension laws. the name of Mar 

v. Ky., widow of Joseph F. Widdores, who served in ee 
ent Ohio Volunteers, and pay her a pension of $20 per mon 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. LOUD. Let us have the report read, Mr. Speaker. 

The report (by Mr. a) was read, as follows: 


8788) granting a pension to 
late private, Conn} pany K. Fir 
examined and Ean arad tho facts tally’ rt as follows: 
F. Wi pany K, th Ghio 88 
June 


mittee urgently recommend the 


in line f, and inserting ‘A place thereof “late; 5 
wog Cavalry“ between the words Ohio“ and ` Volunteers,” in lines 7 


amount now, $8 a month. 


5 Sr F. Widdores on November 29, 1888. She 


and was pen- 


her. Hor 


relati 
i mother (72 years old) is living with her, but can — dar itera: to her 
In view of the pales eed necessitous condition of the — yon 2 aby 


of ar dae ely Sag 
Aes in line out 9 


out “of Murray, Ke striking 
vate, and by inserting the 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the tleman 
how much this applicant would be entitled to provided he could 


prove that her husband had died as a result of his service in the 


2 
Mr. HENDRICK. I su she is receiving the maximum 
r x do not know whether it would make 
any difference if she could show that her husband had died as the 
result of his service. 

Mr. LOUD. Then she is receiving the maximum amount to 
which she is entitled under the law? 

Mr. HENDRICK. So I understand. I desire to say to the gen- 
tleman, however, that the statements in the report are literally 
true. This woman is totally blind, her home is about to be taken 
2 her, 5 she has an aged mother who is more or less depend- 
ent upon 

Mr. LOUD. Still, under the theory of our ion laws, we do 
not pension widows on account of their own disabilities. I recog- 
nize that this is a very pitiful case, but there are a hundred thou- 
sand, aye, 300,000, just as bad. 

Mr. HENDRIC I do not believe there are a dozen others in 
the country as helpless as I know this woman to be. 

Mr. LOUD. Oh, yes; I know of several. I shall have toobject, 
Mr. Speaker. 

NANCY HOLLENBANK. 


Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of on bill 1 . R. 4184) granting a pen- 
sion to Nancy Hollenbank, formerly Nancy Boaz, formerly Nancy 
Yeley, a hospital nurse during the war of the rebellion. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, 
authorized and directed to on the S 
month, the name of Nancy Hollenbank, who was 8 named oy 
Boaz and Nancy Yeley.a hospital nurse in the war of the 8 
ß quarterly in the same manner as other per- 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I think the report ought to be 


read. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 
The Co nmittee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was 


referred the bill R. 
bank, submit the f Bh 


U a pension to Nancy 
Under the arm regulations in in force at the beginning of tha wero the 
rebellion, pant obi! men onl as army nurses. After first 
battle of Bull Run it was 


3 „began se „ pital at 
eons tember or October, 1861. This hospital was esta! 

by Be. . Hamilton, who was then surgeon of the post at Paducah, his 

Fort Bonsigon sho wa of said post. When the arm mong to the 

e famine eee tal. e ere 


ort Donelson were removed to that . hes h she continued 
So duty as „ under the 
of“ June, 1862, the Paducah marme bos L 2 the 


General, 
converted into 3 engi Hollenbank went to the 
camp —— Dr. gery ee! and fea 

re, in K of S 
ilton, as a nurse at the army hospital on the Ohio maver CAN, Mou ears ain 


when, 

— nurse, she was orange Tap on 

Her Aray pa aerar mar phe fully ee s she is pay old, feeble. and = 
poor that she is com upon her own r, supplemented 

the charitable assistance of an I neighbors. 

She applied for pension under the law, but her claim was rejected 

on the sole ground that none of the hospitals were recorded in the War 

tals until after her service was rendered. This 

general hos- 
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ve been loyed in eral hospitals or employed by an authority recog- 
bere the War Department as competent, ae iav rendered six months’ 
service in any tal. or camp hospital, and being now unable to 

Hollen over two years’ service in all these 
of hospitals, under the direction of the army surgeons in charge of 
at the time of her service, andit seems very ust now to deprive her 
ofa og for the ve ical reason now given, that the War 
has no record of surgeons actually in charge of these hospi or 
apo to recognize the regimental, post, camp, or hospital surgeons 
under whom she served as nurse. 

Your committee therefore recommend the of the bill, with an 
amendment to the title by striking out the words “formerly Nancy Boaz, 
formerly Nancy Yeley, a hospital,” and inserting in lien thereof the words 

‘an army; also, amending bill by striking out between the words Hollen- 
k.“ in line 5, and nurse,“ in line 7, the words who was formerly Nancy 


and inse in lieu thereof “an army; 
3 also by striking out ali ol oo 8 bill the word “rebellion Win 

@ 7. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. COX. Lobject. 

DEWITT EASTMAN. 

Mr. TAWNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
consideration at this time of the bill (H. R. 1628) for the relief of 
Dewitt Eastman. 

The bill was read, as follows: fe 

i 4 or- 
AET tee O a ea es came ee 
late of Company B. Second Minnesota Volunteers, and of the Fourth 

nited States Artillery. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

There was no objection. f 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

MICHAEL KRIES. 


Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. S er, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 997) for the relief of 
Michael Kries. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorised and direc out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 


appropriated, to to Michael Kries the sum of $15,872 for property and 
supplies taken torte United States Army in the year 1864 and used by said 
y- 


TheSPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. The report ought to be read, Mr. Speaker. 

The report (by Mr. LESTER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 997) 
for the relief of Michael Kries, submit the following report: 
The claim is for tobacco 


bacco, 

Claimant filed his claim before the Southern Claims Commission, and that 
commission disallowed the claim for the reason that they were not convinced 
of Mr. Kries’s loyalty, 

The 8 from a report of the commissioners of claims on the sub- 
ject of tobacco furnished the Army: 

“ Tobacco.—Until the act of March 3, 1885, tobacco was not furnished to the 
Army. Under that act it has been issued to those who use it, and charged to 
them on the pay rolls. 

“Tn the that have come before us, tobacco has not usually been re- 
garded asa supply. and therefore has been disallowed. 

“ Claims for tobacco alle to have been taken and issued to the troops at 
Atlanta. Ga., under the order of General Sherman of September 8, 1 are 
ponding before us. The ex: ion of them is still going on, and they will 

8 upon hereafter. 

“After the capture of Atlanta, in September, 1864, General Sherman found 
that he was short of rations for his army. and that the soldiers were subject 
to many privations. To make his army contented, and, as far as possible, to 
make up to them for their usual rations, of which they were for the time 
deprived, he issued an order on the 8th of September, 1864. authorizing the 
chief commissary of subsistence to take Wel of and issue to the 
all the tobacco in Atlanta, and give certificates thereof to the owners, to 
accounted for in accordance with existing orders. 

“ Pursuant to this order. tobacco belonging to George J. Stubblefield was 
taken, and upon his making claim Tor panen the co: department 
recommended, As this tobacco was en by order of General Sherman and 
issued to the troops in lien of other rations, and as the loyalty of the claimant 

clearly 9 that 8 0¹ be made. was approved 
the Secre of War, Mr. Stanton, and the claim was paid. 

“The payment stands upon the ground that when an army is de of 
its usual rations the . can, in his judgment, authorize an 
article nota supply to be taken and used for the time being as a supply, and in 
lieu of other rations; and in such case the Government is bound to partos it. 

»The commissioners of claims followed this precedent and allowed for to- 
bacco when taken under General Sherman’s order. 

“The commissioner of claims, under twelfth article of treaty of 8th May, 
1871, between the United States and Great Britain, adopted the same prin- 
ciple. Hale's report to the Secretary of State, Nov r 30, 1873, page 45, 

showing an award only when it was allowed as an ae ration.“ 

Your committee are of opinion that the claimant should be paid for the to- 
bacco he furnished to the Army during the late war for the suppression of 
the rebellion, which, at the time and place of taking, was reasonably worth 
the sum of $4.936. No allowance is made for buildings and 8 destroyed, 

— — on. 


as such destruction, if it occurred, was by way of de i 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill with the following 
amendments: 

In line 6 strike out “ 16,872” and insert in lieu thereof “4,938.” 

Strike out the whole of lines 7,8. and 9 and insert in lien thereof 

ds of tobacco furnished the Army of the United States at Atlanta, Qa., 

uring the late war for the suppression of the rebellion, which shall be in full 

discharge of all claims against 


United States.“ 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
Mr. PAYNE. I object. 


WINSLOW WARREN, 


Mr. DRAPER. Mr. ppan I ask unanimous consent for the 
resent consideration of the bill (H. R. 7281) for the relief of 
inslow Warren. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 


Beit 3 etc., That the 
authorized and directed to pay to said Winslow Warren the sum of $500, 
full for the claim due him as aforesaid. 

The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts what was the extent of this service? 

Mr. DRAPER. It was the examination of the files of the court 
at the time of the change of clerks. The judge appointed Mr. 
Warren commissioner to examine the files and report to him, and 
he testifies that the report was worth many thousands of dollars, 

Mr. PAYNE. And there is no other way, I understand, of pro- 
viding for the compensation except by ial act? 

Mr. DRAPER. No other way except by special act. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? . 

Mr. COX. Lobject. 

JAMES A. CROUCH. 


Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 710) to remove the charge 
of desertion against James A. Crouch. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is Dario; author- 
ized and directed to remove the of desertion James A. Crouch, 


charge $ 
late of Com — t 
r apa 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. LUCY ALEXANDER PAYNE. 


Mr. MEREDITH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimousconsent to take 
up and consider at this time the bill (S. 1501) granting an increase 
of pension to Mrs. Lucy Alexander Payne, widow of Capt. J. Scott 
Payne, Fifth United States Cavalry. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit ¥ d 
232 ] ĩV 8 
widow of Capt. J. Scott Payne, Fifth United States Cavalry, on the pension 
roll at $30 per month, in lieu of the pension she is now receiving. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

r Mr. BARRETT objected, but immediately withdrew the objec- 
on, 

The SPEAKER. The objection is withdrawn. Is there further 


A 


objection? 
r. COX. Tobject, Mr. Speaker, and demand the ar order. 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made and the order is 


demanded. The Chair will first submit a report from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. 1646) providing for certain requirements for vessels 
propelled by gas, fluid, naphtha, or electric motors; and 

A bill (S. 1726) to approve and ratify the construction of a 
bridge across the Red River, between the States of Arkansas and 
Texas, at a point above the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said 


river, built by the Texarkana Northern Railway Company, but - 


now owned and operated by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Rail- 
wey Company, and to authorize the latter company to maintain 
said bridge over said waterway, subject to certain stipulations 
and conditions. 


UNLAWFUL USE OF FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the call of 


committees Skit prasa 

Mr. RIC ON. Mr. Speaker, under that call there is a 
bill pending and undisposed of, the bill (H. R. 9601) to amend an 
act entitled An act providing for the public N and binding 
oa the distribution of public documents,” approved January 12, 
1895. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee, as the Chair 
understood, proposed to withdraw that bill. Has he the authority 
of the committee to do so? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes, sir; I have such authority, I wish 
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fe say, if I may be 8 a moment by unanimous consent, that 
t occurred to the committee that it was n to make some 
kind of an amendment to the existing law in order to prohibit the 
indiscriminate use of the frank of members. That was the 
object which the committee had in view. But inasmuch apr 
tlemen on the floor seemed to think that this bill went T 
than that and would interfere with some of their prerogatives, I 
thought if any amendment could be agreed on which would obyi- 
ate that objection without destroying the essential features of the 
bill, I oala cheerfully accept the amendment, so that a proper 
correction might be made of the existing law. Ido not want to 


withdraw the unless gentlemen desire to make radical changes 
in the frankin 8 If they do, I think it would be best that 
the bill be wi wn. 


Mr. PAYNE. It has already been withdrawn. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I asked to do so; but objection was made. 

The SPEAKER. This matter is proceeding by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Entirely. 
mous consent 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I wish to inquire of the gentleman whether 
the present franking law under which members of Congress are 
allowed, for departmental and other official business, the use of 
franking envelopes, was intended to invest members with the same 

rivilege theretofore enjoyed by the heads of Departments and 
8 in the use of the penalty envelope? I will say to the gen- 
tleman that, somewhat to my surprise, I have found in the pres- 
ent law a limitation tothe weight of 1 ounce as applied to the cor- 
mdence of members. 
. RICHARDSON. Yes, sir; that is the law. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I have been trying to look this matter up; 
and if Iam mistaken I want some gentleman familiar with this 
subject to enlighten me. I understand, contrary to my previous 
impression, that under the law as it stands—the law of January 
12, 1895—the use of these franking envelopes for official or public 
business of members is limited to 1 ounce. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is right. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. But I further understand that the penalty 
envelopes provided for the use of heads of Departments or bureaus 
may be used on all public documents, reports, etc., as well as all 
correspondence which relates entirely to public business, without 
limitation as to weight 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Willthe gentlemanallow me a moment? 
The law is not the same in respect to public documents franked 
by members as it is in respect to correspondence. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. When Iused the terms public documents,” 
I meant co ndence. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. In this case the limitation of weight in 
the case of members is 1 ounce. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. But the law as it stands to-day, and as it 
was enacted years prior to the present law in regard to the priv- 
noga or members, permits the use of penalty envelo by heads 
of 
corre: 


If we can not agree by unani- 


partments and bureaus for all matters of public or official 
ndence without limitation as to weight. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is correct, as I understand. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Now, in the debate (which I remember very 
well) at the time this provision was extended to members of Con- 

it was understood, I think, by a majority of members that 
the change in the law was to extend to members of the House and 
the Senate and the other officials mentioned the privilege thereto- 
fore exercised by the heads of Departments for franking to people 
who had correspondence with them upon matters of purely Gov- 
ernment business any response or document that might be involved 
in the correspondence. I do not think it was ponsraliy understood 
by the House or the Senate that the use of such envelopes by Rep- 
resentatives or Senators was limited to documents not exceeding 
1 ounce. I am very sure that I have inadvertently used those 
envelopes for the transmission of documents that would weigh 
more an an ounce. Perhaps I ought to have studied the law 
more carefully. : 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The law does not prevent the sending of 
documents exceeding in weight 1 ounce. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I spoke of correspondence. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman said documents.“ 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Well, in speaking of documents, I did not 
mean printed books; I used the word ‘‘ documents” as applied, for 
instance, to a report of the Secretary of State, in manuscript. 
When I have made an inquiry of the Secretary of State, for in- 
stance, in regard to some business pending between our State 
Department and some foreign government in relation to a ship, or 
pe right of an American citizen, and in reply to 3 the 

s of State has forwarded to me (as he did in relation to 
the Armenian difficulty some time ago) an official reply inclosing 
other official communications on very heavy paper, weighing 
undoubtedly considerably more than an ounce, ve not hesi- 
tated to place that in one of these franked envelopes and to send 
it to the party with whom I was corresponding. I did so because 
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I was laboring under the impression that the envelopes provided 
for the use of members of the House and the Senate ed with 
them exactly the same privilege that had been extended to the 
ents and bureaus under the old system. 

ow, in order to make this matter clear, let me 8 = 
case: I send a communication from some constituent of mine, i 
you please, to the Secretary of the Treasury making a certain in- 
quiry in re to public ess. The Secretary of the Tr 
ury ay me; and his reply would weigh 4 ounces. Now, it 
seems under the present construction that I can be permitted to 
make some kind of a reply to my constituent in which I ma 
inclose an ounce of that correspondence, but for the other $ 
ounces I have got to secure stamps, pa it in another envelope, and 
pay the legitimate postage on it. Ido not believe that that was 
the understanding of the members; nor do I think it was their 
intention in passing that act. 

It covers all correspondence in which members of the House or 
of the Senate are called upon to take action in dealing with their 
constituents; and frequently, in reference to requests made in the 
various Departments of the Government for inkormation, cover- 
ing matters in which individuals are interested, the correspond- 
ence is more or less voluminous and could not come under this 
ounce rule. That, of course, has to be transmitted through the 
mails, under this construction, at the cost of the member himself, 
My understanding has been that the purpose of the law was to 
enable the members of Congress to transact their business with 
their constituents, without personal expense as far as practicable 
to themselves, and therefore to transmit, under the franking priv- 
ilege, any legitimate correspondence, with any of the Depart- 
ments of the Government, and with a constituent, 1 
panio business of the United States, that all such matters 

ereafter be protected by the frank of the departmental officers, 
under the penalty-envelope system; and I certainly think if there 
is any reason for the maintenance of the law at all, itought not tọ 
be limited to the weight of an ounce, It would be very difficult 
for a member to adjust his correspondence on that basis. 

For instance, it is common in our correspondence with the De- 
partments—more common formerly than it is now—to have a 
reply returned to the member asking for the information, statin 
that it was ‘‘inclosed herewith,” and there would be also incl 
a letter to the person making the inquiry, and an envelope di- 
rected to that person, supplied with the frank of the Department 
to carry it through the mails. It was regarded, as I remember, 
at the time this matter was under discussion in the House, a 
somewhat of an indignity upon members of Congress that we 
should invest the heads of divisions, or the chief clerks of the De- 

artments of the Government, with a power to grant, in their 

iscretion, to us the privilege of using a franked envelope to trans- 
mit business co mdence between the Department and our 
constituents with which we were legitimately connected. And 
you can readily see how that will operate now. If we receive 
from the Departments a reply to an inquiry, and the departmental 
officer should see fit, in his discretion and liberality, to send an 
addressed envelope with the frank of the ag aah gear upon it, we 
could send the correspondence under that frank. But if he did 
not, we would be obliged to write a letter within the ounce limit 
to our constituent, and then pay postage on the response of the 
Department on the remainder and send it in another envelope. 

Mr. LOUD. Will the gentleman allow a suggestion just there? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. In a moment. I only wish to make a brief 
statement; and do not wish to trespass upon the patience of the 

ouse. 

It seems to me to bea matter that seriously concerns us all, and 
I make the suggestion that I personally, as a member of the House, 
should not be willing to assist in the reenactment of that condi- 
tion, if that is the construction. We certainly would not have 
voted for it if we had been aware of the fact that such a limitation 
was placed upon this right at the time. 

I think I Woa gas yo for my own part, not to have the frank- 
ing privilege at all, unless the members of the House and Senate 
can be invested with this privilege for the transmission of the 
same character of public correspondence which we have by law 
accorded to all of the Departments of the Government, to be used 
at their discretion. 

Mr. LOUD. Will the gentleman allow me? 

a BOUTELLE. Certainly; I have concluded what I desired 

Say. 


Mr. LOUD. I hope the gentleman will retain the floor for a 
moment. 

It seems to me that this penalty which is proposed to be invoked 
here should be enacted into a law. 

Whether the franking privilege should be extended or not is an en- 
tirely different question, which we think should come before the 
House on its merits, and notin connection with a bill of this charac- 
ter. There is to-day an indiscriminate and unwarranted use of the 
franks of the members of this body. I say an indiscriminate use, 


| and I apply the term with a perfect knowledge of the facts, 
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Mr. BOUTELLE. I do not think that is so. I believe the gen- 
tleman is mistaken. I have no knowledge of it. 

Mr. LOUD. I will state to the gentleman from Maine that it is 
absolutely true. It is a fact to my own knowledge. A large 
number of documents have come back to me with my frank on 
them; and I do not know who has used that frank. I have in my 
pocket to-day, that I presented to the House on yesterday, a re- 
turn register receipt on which they sent a document privileged by 
Congress and, I suppose, necessarily, g my frank. I do not 
know the man who sent it. Certainly he had no authority. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. But you can easily call him to account. 

Mr. LOUD. That I am trying to find out, permit me to say; but 
there is no law or penalty for such 5 use of it at present. 

Now, the gentleman well knows that the abuse of the franking 
privilege a number of years ago was what caused its repeal. The 
indiscriminate use of the frank of members brought it into dis- 
credit before the country. Now, if this House wants, when the 
question is up for discussion, to extend the weight of such frank- 
able matter, let us do it on that proposition. But personally I 
do not think it wise, because the ease with which the frank of a 
member is used permitted, as in days gone by, as has been strongl 
intimated, the sending of washing 500 miles and its return throug 
the mails. There is a legitimate privilege extended to members 
in this matter of public co mdence. Let us see that it is used 
with care and cretion, and circumscribe it as nearly and as 
closely as possible by law. But if we open the doors, then the 
abuse becomes so great that we must deny ourselves a privilege 
that we should N enjoy. 

Mr. EVANS. lask the gentleman a question? 

The SPEAKER. the gentleman from California yield? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I hold the floor by unanimous consent and 
yielded to the gentleman from California [Mr. Loup] at his 

uest. 
r. BOWERS. The gentleman had taken his seat. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Oh, no. I was requested by the gentleman 
from California [Mr. Loup] to retain the floor. 

Mr. EVANS. ill 8 yield for a question? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I to say just a word, and then anybod 
can have the floor. The gentleman from California [Mr. OUD 
is addressi: ng himself to something to which I made no reference 
whatever. see that in applying this penalty we reenact the 
8 law, and however I might act or vote in regard to apply- 

g a penalty for the misuse of franks, I will not vote to reenact 
that law as it stands, becanse I understand it to-day as I did not 
understand it before, and I will not vote for this position 
because I can see no possible reason, if you should change this 
law, wy you can not put it in such shape as we want it to re- 
main 


Mr. LOUD. We do not change the law. 

Mr. BOUTELLE (continuing). Why we should not recommit 
bill and then bring in a law in the form in which we want 

Mr, HOPKINS. Why can we not amend it here? 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Let the committee amend it and put it into 
reasonable shape, or let us doit now. I want an opportunity to 
move to strike out that limitation. Iwantthe people of this coun- 
try to trust me to use a frank for the transmission of correspond- 
ence upon the public business, just as this House and the Senate 
have, over and over again, trusted to the honesty, the integrity, 
and the discretion of the departmental clerks of this Government. 

Mr. BARRETT, Mr, Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BARRETT. The Recorp shows that the gentleman from 
Tennessee yesterday withdrew the bill. I should like a decision 
7 the Chair as to whether the bill is now pending before the 

ouse. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman announced that it was b 
auihoriiy, of the committee, and the Ohair thinks that in 8 
one ANB previous rulings he would have the right to withdraw 

e bill. 

Mr. BARRETT. The point is that the RecorpD shows that the 
gentleman did, last night, in terms withdraw the bill. I ask if 


the bill is 1 

The SP. R. The bill is not now pending. The Chair has 
already stated that it was by unanimous consent that all this 
discussion took place, and the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
RICHARDSON] stated the same. 

Mr. BARRETT. I desire to ask for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. If there is any objection to the continuance 
of the discussion, the Chair will bring it to an end. 

Mr. BOWERS. Mr. Speaker, am I recognized? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will hear the gentleman, unless 
there is objection. 

Mr. BARRETT. Ishall . unless the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. RICHARDSON] will afford me an opportunity to offer 
an amendment. 


The SPEAKER. Objection is made. The Clerk will proceed 
with the call. 

The Committee on the Judiciary was called. 

APPEALS N CRIMINAL CASES. 

FF Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up Senate 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON], 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, presents a bill, which the 
Clerk will report. $ 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That so much of section 5 of the act entitled “An act to 
establish circuit courts of appeals and to define and late in certain cases 
the jurisdiction of the courts of the United States, and for other purposes," 


approved March 3, 1891, as reads in cases of conviction of a capital or other- 
wise infamous crime,” 
infamous," so that the same will read “in cases of conviction ms capi 
crime; and that appeals or writs of error may be taken from t! 
courts or circuit courts to the proper — court of a 
conviction of an infamous crime not capital: Provided, That no case no 
pending in the Supreme Court or in which an a or writ of error 

ve been taken or sued out before the of this act shall be here’ 
affected: but in all such cases the jurisdiction of the Supreme Oourt 
fenan ai said Supreme Court shall proceed therein asif this act had not 


been 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say to the House 
that this bill was called up at the last session of Congress, under 
a suspension of the rules, and failed to receive the necessary two- 
thirds vote. It was then antagonized by the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. CULBERSON], who has since examined the authorities 
and the law, and is now favorable to the passage of the bill. 

The purpose of it is simply to cut off appeals from the circuit 
courts of apes to the Supreme Court in criminal cases other 
than capital. Capital cases may yet be appealed, and I desire to 
say that until the act of 1891 this power was never given to the 
Supreme Court. We have now pending in the Supreme Court 
over forty cases, many of them of a petty character, taking up the 
time of the Supreme Court and bloc the other legitimate an 

roper business of that court. I believe this bill to be needed an 
© be in line with the spirit of legislation which gave us the co 
of ap’ . which was for the purpose of relieving the Supreme 
Court of the more inferior class of cases. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Will the gentleman allow mé? 

Mr. HENDERSON. I will now yield to the gentleman from 
New . 5 ner: BAKER] who reported the bill. 

Mr. NO AY. Ishould like to ask the gentleman a ques- 
tion. e 

Mr. HENDERSON. Certainly. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. How does it affect the right of appeal from 
the district courts of the United States to the court of appeals? 

Mr. HENDERSON. It does not interfere with that. That is 
not interfered with. : 

Mr. NORTHWAY. It does not interfere with that; it only in- 
terferes with the right of appeal to the Supreme Court? 

Mr. HENDERSON. That is all. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Do I understand the gentleman to say that 
this jurisdiction was only conferred on the Supreme Court in 1891? 

Mr. HENDERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McMILLIN. That the jurisdiction over the class of offenses 
now to be taken from the Supreme Court had only been cognizable 
by the Supreme Court in 1891? 

Mr. DERSON. That is right, sir. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. S er, at present I ask 
to have the report of the Attorney-General, where I have mar 
it, upon this subject read. This is his report for 1896, and his 
report for 1895 is in sosiy strong terms; but I will not ask that 
that be read at present, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

CRIMINAL APPEALS. 


The unfortunate results of the present law gove writs of error to th 
Supreme Courtin criminal cases are still 4 ag wit ondanta in criminal 
cases are 12 7 55 poor. It is hard for them to o counsel to defend them 
at home, a is generally beyond their r to o to argue 
their cases before the Supreme Court. e the 


1 
t court is now 80 ex 
spent by the justices in t 
mts of these cases are, comparatively 
ew. They are mainly confin cases against the wealthier classes of dè- 


fendants, such as smugglers and Sat ficers. 
The questions these criminal cases are for the most part compara- 
impo: of the 


cti 
sive as to take up a considerable of tho time 
os ày of records and brie: we thea argu- 
‘or the reason above sta 


tivel, vial and not of gen rtance. I think that a transfer 
ap to the t courts of 8 tho t m of 
rmittin rtant questions to be presented Supreme t by cer- 
ification, hight å ble for various reasons. It w e more de- 
endants to have their cases orally argued instead of 99 upon 
s. It would save the very large amount of time ve now spent 
the Supreme in stud: records of cases in ving come tivel 


para’ 
rtant questions, and would thus probably ve n result in the cl 
ets, so that cases could be argued AT witht he pres- 


of the 
en Jong are It would not cut off the right of review b. e Supreme 
Court of important questions, for the courts are very 1 e in 
of defendants in rimina and if the circuit courts of ap; shou, 
to certify such questions when asked to do so, the 3 co 
y bring them before it hy the writ of certiorari,and, I am ad 
t the practice of doing so. Questions would then be sharply and clearly 
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from the voluminous records in which they are 


— hidden: the cost of printing which is alone very great and gener- 
ally falls on the Government. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
question is to be asked, as this is a united report of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, I shall ask for a vote. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 


, unless some 


read the third time, and 


On motion of Mr. B of New Hampshire, a motion to re- 


5 the vote by which the bill was was laid on the 
table. 
TO PREVENT THE PURCHASE OF CLAIMS AGAINST THE GOVERN- 


MENT. 
bits ix serttos tee PL of ec AAA ta decir anal 
to prevent the purchasing of or ting in clai 
the Federal Government by United States officers, and I yield to 
ve 2 from Massachusetts [Mr. GILLETT] who reported 
e bill. 


The bill was read, as follows: 
hereafter be unlawful for any United States 
marshal, or any clerk or 9 of any court of the 


or position of trustor 
to purchase, either directly 
5 © 


SEC. 2. That any who shall be guilty of a violation of the first sec- 
tion of this bills! be liable toan indictment by the grand jury of the United 
States and, upon conviction, shall be fined inany sum of not less than fifty nor 
more than five thousand dollars, and final j t the defendant 
ghall ipso facto operate as a removal of the persor con render his 
office or position vacant. 

— eran ere ee laws in conflict with this bill are hereby 

Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the 
reading of the re; Itis short. 

The report (by Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts) was read, as fol- 
lows: 

Se OSS eee ie eT eet 
of or speculating in claims against the Fed 


Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, unless some op- 
position is manifested or questions asked, I will ask for the pre- 
vious question. This is a unanimous report of the committee. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to be éngrossed for a third reading; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 


p On motion of Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts, a motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table- 
ADDITIONAL UNITED STATES JUDGES FOR THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 
Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I now call up the bill (H. R. 
4154) to amend section 9 of an act entitled! An act to provide for 
the appointment of additional judges of the United States court 
in the Indian Territory, and for other purposes,” and yield to the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CONNOLLY] who reported the bill. 
The bill was read at len: 
Mr. FLYNN. Mr. T, let us have an explanation of the 
bill, please. 
Mr. HENDERSON. Let the report be read. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the report. 
Mr. HEND N (during the reading of the Bi ih Mr. 
er, I desire to lay that bill aside temporarily, pass it for 
e time being. N 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Iowa asks 
unanimous consent that the bill be laid aside temporarily. Is 
there objection? 
5 ERSON. I will call up in place of that the bill 
Mr. FLYNN. May I ask the gentleman from Iowa a question? 
. ill up this afternoon, during this 
our 


Mr. HENDERSON, No, sir; we will not take it up this after- 
noon. Some gentlemen desire an opportunity to examine it, and 
I desire to give them that opportunity. 

CONVENTION OF AMERICAN INSTRUCTORS OF THE DEAF. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I now call up the bill (H. R. 6883) to 
incorporate the Convention of American Instructors of the Deaf. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, ete., That Edward M. of Washington, 
of Columbia: ‘Francis D. Clarke, of Flag dn the State of Michigag; 8 
Walker, of Jacksonville, in the State of IIHnois; 1 Fari- 
t, in the State of Minnesota; Sarah Fuller, of Boston, in the tate of 


Massachusetts; David C. Dudley, of Colorado Springs, in the State of Colo- 
rado, and John R. Dobyns, of Jac in the Bate of ee officers and 
members of the Convention of American Instructors of the „and their 
associates and successors, be, and they are 1 incorporated and made a 
8 corporate in the District of Colum la by the name of the Con- 
vention of American Instructors of the Deaf,” for the promotion of the edu. 
cation of the deaf on the broadest, most advanced. and practical lines; and by 
that name it may sue and be sned, plead and be impleaded, in any court of law 
or equity, and may have and use a common seal and change the same at 


p 
Sec. 2, That the said corporation shall have the power to take and hold 
estate such real estate as shall be necessary and for the 
promotion of the educational and benevolent purposes of 
which shall not be divided am the members of the tion, 
descend to their successors for otion of the obj aforesaid. 
Sec. 8. That said corporation have a constitution and regulations or 
aws. and shall have power to amend the same at pleasure: 
such constitution and tions or by-laws do not conflict with the 
laws of the United States or of any State. 
SEO. 4. That said tion may hold its mestings in such places as said 
inco: shall determine, and shall Fences © Conen; throagh tho 
t of the Columbia Institution for the and Dumbat Washington, 
. C., such portions of its and transactions as its officers shall 
Soe ee interest and value concerning the education of 


- Mr. COX. I desire to have an explanation of that bill. 
Mr. HENDERSON. An explanation would be best given by 
what is said in the report: 


The incorporators are actively interested in promoting the education of the 
deaf and dumb and desire a corporate jendia — that they may more ef- 


ee. „ carry on their eil 8 7 and — 
‘or ma, encouraged and preser v. purel; ta 
and educational — Sarr n Eyi 2 


This is done at the instance of Professor Gallaudet, who is really 
the father of this t work of educating the deaf and dumb. 
The bill was in uced by the gentleman from Maine . DING- 
LEY], and has been pressed upon us by all who take an interest in 
this matter. It is simply to incorporate them, in order that they 


may more effectively on their efforts. 
. BAILEY. I think I understand the bill makes this a Dis- 
aie co! tion. 


x DERSON. Well, itis an organization in the District 
of Columbia, as I un d it. 

Mr. BAILEY, I think it makes it a body corporate of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. HENDERSON. It is to incorporate them in the District 
of Columbia. A 

Mr. BAILEY. Then that is all right. 

Mr. HENDERSON. It is exp y so stated in the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
being engrossed, it was accordinglyread thethird time, and 

On motion of Mr. HEND N, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Parr, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment bills 
of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system; and 

A bill (H. R. 4538) for the relief of John Keefe. 

The m also announced that the Senate had agreed to the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1424 
to amend an act entitled An act to amend section 4178, Revi 
Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ names at bow and 
stern, and also to provide for marking the draft,” approved Feb- 


ruary 21, 1891. 
POLICE COURT JURISDICTION, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 3623) 
to amend section 4 of an act entitled An act to define the juris- 
diction of the police court of the District of Columbia,” and I yield 
o e from New Hampshire [Mr. BAKER] who reported 

e bill. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That section 4 of the act entitled “An act to define 
the jurisdiction of “no pones court of the District of Columbia,” 8 
saon a k be, and same i is, so amended as to read as follows: 


prescribed regu court of 
appeals of the District of Columbia for the transaction of ess to be 
brought before it under this act, and for the time and method of the entry 
of appeals, and for a ELE of writs of error thereto from the police 
court of the District of Columbia; and if, E e presentation to any justice 
of the pours of appeals of the District of Columbia of a verifi 

setting 


ion that the same o 


tim 99 ͤ v 
e as ma e court of ap as here’ ore prov: 
‘Any defendant esiring the benefit of the provisions of this section shall give 
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. his arcsec pa lre sara for a 3 . 
exce and thereupon p rein shall ‘or ys: 
er bo en mel ek poem g aby e 
su su 4 eju 0 
VCC : tion for a writ of error he 
will, within five days next after the — #2 on of said ten Gays, appear an 
said police court and abide by and ‘orm its judgment, an in the 
event of the granting of such writ of error he will appear in said court of 
appeals of the District of Columbia and te the writ of error and abide 
by and perform its judgment in the premises. Upon failure of any defend- 
Ef dink police copies I sand ant AE A ponding peomeediies pon ice 
e police cow stand ani execu! pe gs u 
application for a writ of error and until the final disposition thereof by the 
id court of appeals. 


Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the 
enpor be read. Itis quite brief. ; 
e report (by Mr. Baker of New Hampshire) was read, as 
follows: 
on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3823) 


The Committee 
entitled “A bill to amend section 4 of an act entitled ‘An act to define the 
jurisdi the District of Columbia,’ having had the 


By section 4 of the act of Congress approved March WI (38 Stat. L., 849), 
writs of error in matters of law were authorized from the court of the 
the su court of the said t upon the 
pore of a judge of that x 
9 on of the statute was satisfactory to both the bench and the 
bar, but was repealed gA the act oe age i court of ap of the Di 
approrod February 9, 1893 (27 Stat. L., 496). This was incidental, 
80 far as a from the poa court were concerned, was probably inad- 
vertent. e act referred to destroyed the general appellate jurisdiction of 
the supreme court of the District, and did not authorize writs of error from 
the police court to the court of a) 
The purpose of the present 
police 


upon the ap 
Herria 5 de ill A eee — Roa 3 8 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
AUDRAIN COUNTY, MO. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 9901) 
to detach the county of Audrain from the western district of Mis- 
souri and to attach the same to the eastern district of said State 
of Missouri. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the county of Audrain, in the State of Missouri, be, 


and the same is hereby, detached m the western judicial of the 
State of Missouri and attached to the eastern judicial district of said State of 


uri. 
Sec. 2. That all process, civil. and criminal, hereafter issued against persons 
5 in said county of Audrain shall be made returnable to the courts 
d at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, and all suits and tions now 
pending in the circuit or district courts of the United States against persons 
83 the ee of Andrain, at Jefferson City, in said State of Mis- 
souri, be de in said courts. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I yield to the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. Burton] who re the bill. TH 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri. Mr. S „this is simply a change 
of this county from one district to the other as a matter of con- 
venience. is legislation is prayed for generally by the bar of 
that county who practice in the Federal courts, and 1 believe the 
bill ought to pass. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was ingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BURTON of Missouri, a motion toreconsider 
the vote by which the bill passed was laid on the table. 


DEPUTY MARSHALS, INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I call up Senate bill No. 3050, 
to validate the appointments, acts, and services of certain deputy 
United States marshals in the Indian Territory, and for other 


u 
. The bill was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted, etc., That the Yop Tee of deputy United States marshals 
in the Indian Territory made by the marshal in either district of said Terri- 
since the Ist day of March, 1895, and . 
en by such d T and 
services rendered by such deputy United States marshals in pursuance 
od faith, are herety ratified and validated. All accounts for the 
marshals shall be subject to the 


tory shall give 
bond, with two or more sureties to be approved by the judge of said distric 
in the sum of $20,000, conditioned as by law required in regard to the bond o 
other United States marshals: Provided, That whenever the business of the 
courts in said Territory shall make it necessary, in the opinion of the Attor- 
ney-General, for the United States marshal of any district therein tofurnish 
greater security than the official bond herein required, a bond in the sum not 
exceeding $50,000 shall be given by said marshal when required by the Attor- 
shall fix the amount thereof. 


Mr. HENDERSON, I yield to the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. 
1 

Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Speaker, the act organizing the courts 
in the Indian Tonig provan for the appointment of a marshal 
in each district, and also provided for the appointment of deputy 
marshals by the marshals. Under the law the deputies were re- 
3 to take the oath of office before the judges of the several 

istricts, but in fact many of them who were appointed took the 


oath before the clerks, the ju 
no provision in the statute au 
office before the clerk in the absence of the judge, but these depu- 


not being present. There was 
rizing the taking of the oath of 


ties did it and then went on and rendered service. An appropria- 
tion has been made Sed payen for theirservices, but the accounts 
have not been audi or paid. This bill is intended simply to 
legalize what has been done eee, but in good faith; and the 
services of these men have been actually rendered. This is a Sen- 
ate bill, and the Committee on the Judiciary has reported the bill 
just as it the Senate. 

Mr. CK. This is to confirm what has been done without 
authority of law; but does it also authorize the clerks to admin- 
ister the oath of office to deputies? 

Mr. BRODERICK. No; the statute provides that the judge 
shall administer the oath. 

Mr. HULICK. That is the provision in the existing statute; 
but does your bill provide for clerks swearing in these officials, 
the very thing that you are now proposing to ratify? 

Mr. BRODERICK. No; it simply legalizes what has been done 


in this ect. 

Mr. HULICK. Then why not authorize the clerks of these 
courts to administer the oaths? 

Mr. BRODERICK. We propose to do that in another bill which 
is now pending before the committee. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time. and š 

On motion of Mr. BRODERICK, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

Mr. DERSON. Mr. Speaker, the committee has no further 
business to call up at this time. 


OLEOMARGARINE, ETC, 


Mr. WADSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, Icall up the bill (H. R. 1221) 
to make oleomargarine and all other imitation dairy nets sub- 
ject to ten laws of the State or Territory into which they are 
transpo; 5 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That all articles known as oleomargarine, ee 
imitation butter, or imitation cheese, or any substance in the semblance 
butter or cheese not the usual product of the dairy and not made exclusively 
of pure unadulterated milk or cream, transported into any State or Ter- 
ritory, or rema therein for use, consumption, sale, or storage therein, 
shall, upon arrival such State or Territory, be subject to the operation 
and effect of the laws of such State or Territory enacted in the.exercise of 
its police powers to the same extent and in the same manner as though such 
articles or substances n produced in such State or Territory, and shall 
not be exempt therefrom by reason of being introduced therein in original 
packages or otherwise. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, the member of the com- 
mittee having this matter in charge being unavoidably absent at 
this time, I yield to the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout] 
who introduced the bill. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. § er, I think this subject can not be 
better presented to the House than by the reading of the report 
of the committee, which quite fully explains the necessity for 
this legislation. 

The report (by Mr. WILBER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Agricult to whom was referred House 1221. 
makes the following rt: ae z es 


regulation of the laws in the States and Territories into which such articles 
shall have been transported from other States for sale. 
The doctrine was announced by our Supreme Court = the case of Leisy vs. 


known as the “ori, P 


o. 
State and placed on the market, that the sale of such article of commerce 
dnt eII pachsign aut oad AAT memos A T these ne 
and un 0 CO - 

ucts of the State into which they were shipped. i 
The cultural ttee, to whom was referred this bill, has given the 
— 55 careful consideration, and recommend the passage of this with 


+B ine Sc aller AAA A 
e9, r word“ val.“ erase * su te 
Bie a M a ani raei eR 
ost of the of the Union, it seems, have ws ating the 
e of oleo; e, etc. These laws, so far as the committee has been 
able to ascertain, do not prohibit either the manufacture or sale,at whole- 
ro Sh 5 er of these = icles; but — — sa be pa pene of the — ptr 
‘or the of preven e of cleomargarine, ete., for but- 
ter, etc. In oner words, no ex ion has been taken to the sale of oleomar- 
rine, etc., as such, but comp ts continually come against the sale of 
Imitation articles as the uine, and it seems that most of the States havo 
upon their statute books laws of this character; but as soon as the 0 


oe? decision was rendered, the dealers in ol ‘ine and other 
tation products saw an opportunity by which they could evade 
those laws effect at least one sale without fear of prosecution. The 


representatives of the farmers and dairymen of the States claim 
that a large amount of imitation dairy products have thus been placed upon 
the market, and the sale of said imitation dairy products — tm 
mensely increased. 

The opponents of this bill place their o ition on the grounds that the 
farmer will receive decreased prices for the ingredients used in the manu- 
cringe nting Tarte DIE ˙ Ü 
man, preveni rom a cheap su tu or the gen 
product, palatable and wholesome: in its eee i 

The first objection is too trivial to be seriously considered. No honest 

a permanent for any of his products except for honest 
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d timate As to the second ground of tion, it is a well- 
own fact that no one ever ao 


purchases 8 or any other tation 
dairy product, knowing it to be such, except the dealers and persons who 


y conduct restaurants, boarding houses, and hotels. No man ever buys 
je tor family use, kno it to be imitation; and when the incre an pee 
y it for family use, he pays about the masy ce to the retail er t 
he would pay for the ge e article, for the simple reason that if the retail 
dealer made any t erence in the price between the genuine and the 
imitation article it would e the fraud, and the consumer would pe 
chase the genuine and not the tation article, But the enormous profits to 
the retail dealer induces him to palm off the imitation article whenever an 
op nity offers. 

he manufacturers of 
itory laws as to the man’ 
they have, with much force and unquestioned justice, 
imitation dairy products shall be sold upon their merits, and not disposed of to 
unsuspecting consumers as the pennino article; and it seems to the commit- 
tee that an interest so large and important as the dairy interests of the United 


States—an interest the yearly products of which amount to $1,000,000,000— 


should be recognized in any reasonable legislative demands. 


Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, it would seem to me that there 
ought not to be any necessity for discussing this bill, but I have 
just been informed by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. WIL- 
Haus] that he would like to be heard upon it. Of course there is 
no objection to that, and I now yield to the gentleman such time 
as he may desire to present his views. 

Mr. W IAMS. Mr. Chairman, this is one of those measures 
which look very innocent upon their face, but mean a great deal, 
and it is proper that Congress should know, before it enacts it into 
law, just exactly what the bill does mean. This is a bill to anni- 
hilate the interstate-commerce feature of the Constitution of the 
United States in so far as it protects dealing in oleomargarine. 
The bill reads that— 

Allarticles known as oleomargarine, butterine, imitation butter, or imita- 
tion cheese, or any substance in the semblance of butter or cheese not the 
product of the ry and not made . pure and unadulterated 
milk or cream, when 88 into any State or Terri or remainin; 
therein for use, consumption, sale, or aero rein upon arriv: 
within the limits of such State or Territory, be subject to the operation and 
effect of the laws of such State or Territory. 


That means not only all such laws as now exist in the said States 
or Territories, but all laws that may, after the passage of this 
bill, be enacted by such States or Territories. It puts oleomar- 
garine, a wholesome product, upon the same footing with whisky, 
and takes the same measures with regard to it that Congress too. 
after the ‘‘ original-package” decision of the js aoe Court in the 
case of whisky to stamp out dealing in it in interstate commerce, 
to prevent its being protected in the States by the interstate-com- 
merce clause of the Constitution of the United States. Now, 
understand me distinctly, Mr. S er, I have no objection to any 
bill which the gentleman will introduce here which forbids any 
transaction in commerce between the States in oleomargarine, or 
in butterine, or in anything else, when shipped or sold under any 
name except its own name, or under any e or semblance except 


own. 

Mr. GROUT. That is all that this bill tee 

Mr. WILLIAMS. That is not all that this bill provides. This 
bill does exactly as to oleomargarine what the whisky legislation 
which followed the “ original-package ” decision did as to whisky. 
It absolutely prohibits, for instance, within the State of Vermont, 
dealings in oleomargarine or any similar products, whether sold 
as oleomargarine or as butter if the State chooses to enact sucha 
prohibition. This bill will absolutely enable Pennsylvania or any 
other State of the Union having dairy products which come into 
competition more or less with these other products to stamp these 
competing food products altogether out of existence within the 
State, just as a. stamp out whisky or any other poisonous 
or deleterious substance—to prohibit its sale or manufacture in 
or importation into the State. 

Now, sir, oleomargarine and similar products are not whisky, 
are not upon the same footing, are not injurious to the human 
race. the testimony that was brought before the committee 
shows that these articles are made of wholesome substances and 
are as healthful and as fit for use as food by the human race as 
butter made from the milk of the cow. 

I concede that the dairy farmers haye a right to complain if 
these products are sold, as 1 A ae frequently are, for butter. 
People should not be deceived into buying oleomargarine thinking 
that they are buying butter. If the gentleman will introduce a 
bill see to prevent such deception, and closing, if you choose, 
the channels of interstate commerce altogether to the access of 
any product, I care not what, which under a name not its 
own—which assumes a deceptive semblance or guise—that will be 
all right. But when the gentleman attempts to take a product 
made of the oil of cotton seed, from lard, from various other 
things, vegetable oils, etc., products perfectly -pore and whole- 
some, much purer and more wholesome as a rule than butter— 
and when he 5 to enable the State of Vermont, for instance, 
to stamp out of existence commerce in these products, because 
their sale conflicts with the sale at higher prices of certain prod- 
ucts of the people of the State of Vermont, then, Mr. Chairman 
he is undertaking to make the Constitution, which was intended 
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to protect us eee shield of defense for a part of the country and 


a sword of attac t another part. x 

This sort of pa rere may be justifiable in the case of whisky, 
upon the broad and general ground of the conviction of human- 
ity that whisky is injurious to the human race and that its salọ 
ought to be prohibited or regulated, or atany rate upon the ground 
that the community ought to have the right to prohibit or regu- 
late it because of its injurious character, or because they think it 
injurious, whether it is so or not—in short, because whisky, like 
lotteries and gambling, falls within the police powers” of the 
State. But no man can assert that these products are of that 
character. 

Lask gentlemen of the House to pause before taking a step which 
will be a precedent for the Iliad of all our woes in the way of a 
certain class of new legislation, new legislation in the direction 
of making the Constitution of the United States, or at least a 
particular clause of it, a thing which shall protect some products 
of some sections everywhere, while it shall not protect others any- 
where in the rights guaranteed to them by the Federal Constitu- 
tion in matters of legitimate interstate commerce. 

Now, let me read this bill and ask whether I can possibly be 
mistaken in my construction of it. Leaving out repetitions, it 
provides— 

That all articles known as oleomargarine— 

Etc.— 


not made exclusively of pure and unadulterated milk or cream, transported 
into any State or Territory, or g 8 for use, consumption, sale, 
or storage therein, shall, upon arrival within the limits of such State or 
Territory, be subject to the operation and effect of the laws of such State or 
Territory enacted in the exercise of its police powers— 

Okt its police powers!” It will be seen that the bill puts the sup- 

5 or extinction of these products upon exactly the same 

ooting as the suppression of gambling or whisky or a hundred 
other things of that sort, the “police powers” of the State being 
so broad that it has been held by the courts that the Constitution 
of the United States does not contemplate any interference of any 
description by the General Government with them. 

I = my statement that after this bill is passed any State of 
this Union may pass a law to prohibit the sale of oleomargarine 
in its natural color, under its own name, is undeniable—is a cor- 
rect statement of the effect of this measure. 

The clause which I have already read continues— 
to the same extent and in the same manner as though such articles or sub- 
stances had been produced in such State or Territory, shall not be ex- 
empt therefrom by reason of being introduced therein in original packages 
or otherwise. 

Thus it will be seen that 5 if any State chooses to 
prohibit them, may be within t State entirely stam out. 
And, of course, a (Rey dairy State—any dairy State—would choose 
to make the prohibition, use these products, even in their 
own semblance and under their own name, furnish a food product 
which enables humanity to eat something besides butter, and 
hence make butter somewhat cheaper. At any rate, that is the 
ground upon which the legislation would be based. 

Now, I ask members of Congress to reflect before they take 
again in this case a step which was a doubtful precedentin the case 
of whisky, and only justified in that case by the character of the 
product itself. In that instance Congress went out of its way to 
pass a law which it would not have passed in relation to any 
other substance, in relation to any foodproduct. In this case you 
are asked to take a perfectly wholesome product—pure vegetable 
oil, much purer than the average butter, much more wholesome 
as feod than ordinary butter—and treat it toa doseof the “ police 
powers” of any section of the country with whose products it 
may happen to come into competition—coming into competition, 
mark you, not as butter, but as what it really is. Whenever you 

ropose to pert articles of this description from competing as 

utter—under the name and semblance of batter—with genuine 
butter, Iam ready to go with you; but we must not give to any 
State of the Union the right, under the broad police powers of a 
sovereign State, to prohibit absolutely the manufacture and sale 
of the wholesome product of other States under their own name 
and in their own color. Ithank the gentleman for the time he 
has yielded me. 

Mr. COX. If I understand the gentleman correctly, his oppo- 
sition to this bill is based on the ground that it prohibits any of 
these products, such as oleomargarine, from being sold in a State, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. No, sir; but the bill will enable any State 
after the measure takes effect, to prohibit the manufacture or 
sale of such product if it chooses. 

Mr. COX. Sup that the State does make such a prohibi- 
tion and that is the object of the bill, as I understand the gen- 
ible and natural and nec- 


tleman—— 

Mr. WILLIAMS. It is one of the 
essary effects, whether it is or is not one of its objects. I think 
myself that it is one of its objects; but I do not like to make tha 
statement, because other gentlemen here are of course the fai 
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jndges oftheir own motives. But that is one of the possible effects 
of measure 


e 5 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, Iam very sorry to find my friend 
from Mississippi so exercised about the effect of this bill. He 
says that on ite face it is harmless, but that concealed within it 
is all manner of mischief and wickedness. 

He says he is in favor of having oleomargarine E upon the 
market for just what it is, and then declares that this bill will 
accomplish some other terrible purpose, but does not make it clear 
what calamity will follow, and to prove his words reads a clause 
from the bill. ES 

Now, allow me to read the whole bill, which is very short. 

It is as follows: 


As you see, all that this bill provides is that when oleomarga- 
rine, imitation cheese, or ‘‘any substance in the semblance of but. 
ter or cheese” is tr rted into one State from another it shall 
be subject to the laws of the State into which it is taken. Now, 
is there anything so very terrible about that? The bill contains 
no other provision, only that all these false and imitation dairy 
products shall be subjectto the laws of the State into which they 
are transported. The language is unequivocal. | . f 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Ifthe gentleman will permit an interruption. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. Iyield to the gentleman. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Ithink you will tind that you are mistaken, 
I think the gentleman has not gotten the real gravity of the lan- 
guage: 

That all articles known as oleomargarine. 

Now, if this bill stopped right there, without any disjunctive 
or conjuntive word following, until you came to the verb, there 
could be no question as to its meaning. But you have added other 
articles—butterine, imitation butter, or any substance in the 
semblance of butter or cheese’—which changes the entire con- 
struction and meaning of the sentence. 

Mr. GROUT. But the gentleman is entirely in error as to his 
contention. Let us read the language of the bill to which he 
refers. Here it is again: 


Now, there can be no possible question about that language. 
It is as clear as language can be. simply places these imitation 
products under control of ‘the law of the States into which they 
are taken for consumption or sale, and that is all there is to it. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, if the bill is not sufficiently explicit 
on this point, I am entirely willing that any amendment shall 
be adopted to make it so. 

The only object of the bill is to prevent these false and fraudu- 
lent imitations of butter and cheese from being transported 
from the State in which they are manufactured into a State where 
they are not manufactured, and there put on sale in such a way 
as to deceive the purchaser as to the real character of the article, 
as could have been done under the decision known as the original- 
package decision, which allowed one sale while in the original 
package in spite of the laws of the State where the sale was made, 
no matter how great the fraud that may have been practiced upon 
those who consumed it, This, I repeat, is the n of the 
bill, to make certain that when this imitation, thi audulent 
substance, is taken from the State where it is manufactured into 
another State the 2 law of the State may become operative 
to the same extent and in the same manner as though the article 
had been produced in said State or Territory. That is all that the 
bill seeks to do. N 

Mr. COX. But, let me ask the gentleman, if you go that far 
why do you not put it within the power of the State prohibit 
its coming into the State altogether? 

Mr. GROUT. The bill leaves to each State the right to regu- 
late the sale in its own way. There is nothing in it to justify the 
conclusion that its sale may be prohibited. ‘ 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. If I understand the purpose of the bill, it 
places that article—oleomargarine—when carried into a State, 
within the local jurisdiction of that State? 

Mr. MORSE. That is exactly where it ought to b 


Mr. GROUT. And that is precisely what the bill dons and all 


it does, 


XXX II. 


Mr. LIVINGSTON. Then the bill is a good one, and it ought 


pass. 
Mr. COX. It ought not to be passed. 
Mr. GROUT. ell, I am very t that gentlemen so dis- 
tinguished on this floor differ so radically. 
ow, Mr. Speaker, just a word as to the history of the imitations 
butter business in connection with the legislation and the decis, 
sions of the courts respectingit. It will be remembered that in 
1886 the 3 act Was passed, and under that law the 
production and sale of it were checked to some extent, as you will 
see by the following statistics: In 1887, the year after the passage 
of the law, the number of manufacturers was 87, wholesale dealers 
288, and retail dealers 6,977, or a total of 7,802 persons engaged 
in the business as manufacturers and dealers, wholesale and retail, 
in oleomargarine. Under that law the manufacturers and dealers 
went down from this total of 7,802 in 1887 to 6,035 in 1889, a reduc- 
tion of over 1,000 in two years. In 1889 came the original-pack- 
age decision, under which, as I have said, oleomargarine could 
be taken from one State into another, and one sale made in spite 
of local laws, which put it into the hands of the retail dealer and 
started it on its way of cheating the purchaser, who invariably 
buys it for butter. Nobody buys oleomargarine for consumption 
except the boarding-house keeper and the restaurant and hotel 
keeper. The purchaser always buys butter, but often gets oleo- 
margarine, because this stuff so closely counterfeits butter that 
few except experts can tell the difference between the two. 

And now again, in 1887, the first year after the oleomargarine 
law was passed which put restrictions upon it, the total revenue 
from oleoma ine was but $723,904.04. But when the original- 
package decision came, protecting it in its transfer to the retailer, 
who could work it off to the uns ting purchaser as butter, the 
total receipts jumped in the following year from that figure to over 
a million and a half of dollars. The ences hag from the tax uponit 
a good deal more than doubled in a single year. Now, as y 
as the Government wants revenue just now, it does not want it 
Sem as e apg an thi 1 this was we: hoor 
which the original-pac: ecision gavetooleoma ethrough- 
out the country, by putting it everywhere into the hands of the 
retail dealer, who really practices the fraud upon the people. 

But in 1893 there came another decision of the Supreme Court, 
which lays down the doctrine contained in this bill. That was 
rendered, however, by a divided court, the opinion being given 
by Mr. Justice Harlan. The Chief Justice and Justices Field and 
Brewer dissented. Now, I want to read from that opinion, in 
answer to my friend the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. WIL 
LIAMS] and in answer to my other friend the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Cox]. I will say, however, before doing so, that the 
reason for this legislation is that this decision was by a divided 
court, and the dairy interests of the country fear that possibly 

The court, some fine day, 
May hold the other way. 

Mr. Speaker, the dairy interests of the country are of immense 

roportions in the aggregate, though made up from a vast num- 

r of small interests, many of them weak and comparatively in- 
significant when standing by themselves, but in their united 
strength they are a power in the land, and they demand this legis- 
lation. Theyask that this decision of the Supreme Court be writ- 
ten in the statutes of the country, and not left to the possibly 
fluctuating opinion of the court. And now let me read from that 
decision of the court. Byit, all the constitutional arguments and 
fictions of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMS] and 
others opposing this bill are at once wiped away. It is in the case 
of Panier vs. chusetts (155 United States Reports), in which 
the plaintiff in error had been prosecuted and fined under a Massa- 
chusetts statute prohibiting the sale of oleomargarine in the guise 
of butter. He pleaded his constitutional right to handle this 
product from another State, in the absence of Federal prohibition, 
the Massachusetts statute to the contrary notwithstanding. But, 
as I say, he was convicted and fined under that statute, and, being 
held in jail for nonpayment of the fine, brought a writ of habeas 

us before the supreme court of Massachusetts, which decided 

t him and in favor of the constitutionality of the State 

statute. The case came to the United States Supreme Court on 

appeal, and the following is the closing part of the opinion by Mr. 
ustice Harlan: 


We are of opinion that it is within the power of a State to exclude from its 
markets any compound manuf: in another State which has been arti- 
ficially colored or adulterated so as to cause it to look like an article of food 
in general use, and the sale of which may, by reason of such coloration or 
adulteration, cheat the general public into. purchasing that which they may 
notintend to bu. The Constitution of the United States does not secure to 
anyone the privilege of defrauding the public. The deception against which 
the statute of Massachusetts is aimed is an offense against society; and the 
States are as competent to pee their people against such offenses or 
wrongs as they are to protect them against crimes or wrongs of more serious 
character. And this protection may be given without violating any right 
secured by the National Constitution, and without infringing the author! ty 
of the General Gove: nt. A State enactment forbidding the sale of decet: 

itations of food in Nog among the people does not 
any secur’ of the United States, nor, in any 


fret sense, interfere with the freedom of commerce among the several States, 
red Sloan which “can be most advantageously exercised by the States 
Mr. MORSE, Massachusetts does not allow soap grease to be 
sold for butter. 
Mr. GROUT (continuing) 


to observe—that the acknowl wer of the States to protect the morals, 
the health, and safety of their people by appropriate l lation sometimes 
touches in its exercise the lines separating the respective of national 


ce Marshall, 
‘ernment whose action extends over the whole, but which 


United States ahoula not strike down a 1 tive enactment of a State— 
8 if it has direct connection with the social order, the health, and 
the morals of its people—unless such legislation . — aod palpably violates 
some Tan granted or secured by the national tution or encroaches 
apon e authority delegated to the United States for the attainment of 
0 yes of national concern. 

e can not so . in reference to the statute of Massachusetts, and as 
the court below co y held that the plaintiff in error was not 
of his — fad violation of the Constitution of the United States, the judg- 
ment must be affirmed. 

Now, from this opinion you will see that this bill only proposes 
to put this decision into statute law, and for the sole purpose of 
‘giving it 8 permanency. It does not enlarge or take from 

e law of this decision a single iota in any particular. 

Mr. MORSE. Will the gentleman from Vermont allow me to 
ask him a ae j 

Mr. GROUT. I yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
for a question. 

Mr. MORSE. I want to ask the gentleman from Vermont A 
Grout] if there is anything in this bill which prevents the sale of 
oleomargarine or any imitation of butter in States where it is al- 
lowed by law? 


Mr. GROUT. Why, of course there is nothing. It simply 
leaves that matter to the States. 
Mr. MORSE. Gentlemen here sayso. Gentlemen are deluded 


who think that. y 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire to be heard in 
my own time. 

r. GROUT. What time does the gentleman desire? 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois, Ten minutes. 

Mr. GROUT. I will yield ten minutes to the gentleman as soon 
as I have concluded my remarks. I had merely concluded the 
reading of this opinion. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Under the operation of this law, if it 
should be enacted, is it not possible for the States to enact a law 
forbidding the sale of oleomargarine in those States? 

Mr. GROUT. Not by authority of this law. The billis drawn 
within the provisions of the law laid down by the court; it is 
drawn strictly in accordance with it; and if it ts of that view, 
he must argue with the court and not with myself. 

Mr. S er, now a word as to another view of the matter. 
Gentlemen talk about interfering with the sale of a product de- 
signed for the subsistence of the poor. Ah, Mr. § er, this is 
a mere pretense, as false as the product itself. Oleomargarine 
now in the garb of butter—‘‘semblance of butter” in the 
words of the bill—to the poor and is sold as butter, not at the price 
for oleomargarine, but at the price butter bears; and so neither 
the r nor the rich get oleomargarine except at an enormous 
profit. Most of the States now have laws, if they are allowed to 
take charge of this stuff as this bill proposes, which will secure 
its sale for just what itis. Then the poor will get oleomargarine 
at somewhere near its cost, instead of paying the price of butter 
for it as now. And then, too, butter will be sought by those who 
are able and want to pay a good price for a article. The 
producer of butter will thus be benefited at the same time that 
the poor man is furnished with oleomargarine at one-half or one- 
third what he pays now. No one will be hurt but the manufac- 
turer and dealer in this false and fraudulent article, who, between 
them, now realize enormous profits in palming it off for butter. 
And even they will not be hurt, but will only be confined to reason- 
able profits; and, as we have seen, all for the benefit of those who 
feel themselves unable to buy butter. 

Besides the fraud on 1 in imposing upon them a coun- 
terfeit product of doubtful wholesomeness, the damage to the 
honest dairy interests of the country is immense in ging down 
the price of butter by the sale of vast quantities of the chea 
greases that go into oleomargarine, but which are colored for bu 
ter and so flavored by the use of buttermilk as to give the product 
every appearance of butter and even the taste of butter. It is one 
of the boasted merits of this product, but really its chief infamy, 
that an ordinary person can not detect the difference between the 

nuine and the false; and I agree that it is so disguised that it is 

ifficult to tell. 

Now, nobody objects to its going on the market in its own color. 
‘The court says so expressly in the opinion which Iread. Itis only 
when it assumes the semblance of butter, and so is calculated to 
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peace deceit and fraud, that it is proposed to make it subject 
the police laws of the State where it is sold. The bill sa 
the same thing. It is only where it goes on the market in the 
‘semblance of butter or cheese” that this bill authorizes the police 
laws of the State into which it goes to take hold of it. If it goes 
on the market as oleomargarine, with the color of oleomargarine, 
and undertakes no cheat or falsehood as it goes, there is no objec- 
tion to it, There is nothing in this bill that will allow any State 
9 fonon it by way of prohibition if it goes on the market for what 
tis. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Will the gentleman accept an amendment? 

Mr. GROUT. In a minute. e only insist that this uncer- 
tain stuff shall not sail under false colors, so that the rman 
shall have the ponus ata cheap 8 with a reasonable profit 
only upon it. e shall thus be helping the poor man and pro- 
tecting an honestindustry at thesametime. Besides, it allows this 
pense to be brought out of its disguise in every State that sees 
t to do it. If a State chooses to let it be sold for butter, it can do 
so; but thereis no State in the Union thatis willing todo that; and 
there is no honest man in this country who is willing it should 


be done, 
Mr. TERRY, P vlan the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
Certain]: 


tion on that poin 
Mr. GROUT. 5 0 ay 
oes not the United States legislation alread 
provide that the product ‘‘ oleomargarine” shall peel as 8 


Mr. TERRY. 
garine? 
Mr. GROUT, Yes; it provides that it shall be stamped and put 
on the market in the original package. 

Mr. TERRY, How is it possible, then, to deceive anybody? 

Mr. GROUT. Idid not yield to the gentleman for remarks, 
You asked me a question. Nowletmeanswer. It is an easy mat- 
ter for the retailer to slip the tub off the stuff and set it on the 
counter alongside of butter and sell it as butter in small lots as 
called for. Remember, it is so like butter that only an expert can 
tell the difference in appearance or taste. Frequently nothing 


short of the micr can make the difference certain. 

Now I yield to the gentleman from Georgia. 

5 LI GSTON. Will the gentleman accept this amend- 
ment?— 


Shall not be interfered with by the State or by State regulations in a Stato 
when sold as oleomargarine. 

If you will he that amendment in, I think it will be agreed to. 

Mr. GROUT. But that would defeat the express purpose of 
the bill, which is to give to the States the right to regulate the 
sale of oleomargarine. We do not ask for the power in the States 
to prohibit the sale of it. The Supreme Court says the States 
have the right to regulate its sale, and I am surprised that my 
friend the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 8 from a 
State-rights State, and my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Cox], 
from a State-rights State, and now also my friend from Louisiana, 

Mr. BOATNER], who, I see, is 8 a 8 also from a 

tate-rights State, are willing to stand in the way of the rights 
of the States under the Constitution, as determined by the Supreme 
Court in the opinion which I have just read. 

Mr. BOATNER. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 

Mr. BOATNER. Does not the gentleman from Vermont think 
that this bill and all bills of a similar character rest on the author- 
SA o: mop Federal Government to regulate commerce between the 

s 

Mr. GROUT. The Supreme Court says not in case of articles 
like false butter and cheese, calculated to deceive, or at least the 
Supreme Court says that the States may regulate and suppress 
falsehoods and frauds of this character. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
believe the dairymen, who are intelligent men, throughout this 
country, having knowledge of this decision of the court, would 
have asked more, but they felt that it being by a divided court, 
it rested upon too uncertain a basis. They realize that the specious 
arguments which the gentlemen are suggesting in opposition to 
this bill now may be at some evil but more favorable time thrust 
upon the court, and the decision perhaps overturned. They want 
to see this law on the statute book also—— 

Mr. BOATNER. But does not the gentleman from Vermont 
concede that this bill if enacted into law is a concession of a 
part of the authority and power of the Federal Government to 
regulate commerce between the States? 

r. GROUT. No, it is rather anindorsementof or acquiescence 
on the part of Congress in the decision of the court, Which is to 
85 effect that the States may exercise this power without leave of 

mgress. 

Mr. BOATNER. Otherwise, what necessity is there for the 
bill, if it takes nothing away from the power of the Federal Gov- 
ernment and adds nothing to the different States? 

Mr. GROUT. It does not contravene the powers of the Gen- 
eral Government to control interstate commerce, as stated by 
the court in their opinion. This question lies close to the line 


1897. 
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between the authority of the General Government and of the 
States, but to prevent a fraud the court holds that the States may 
act through their police power, and I believe it is sound doctrine, 
and reat simply puts into statute law the decision of the court; 
that is all. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire to be recognized 
in my own time for ten minutes. 

Mr. GROUT. Very well; I have not yielded the floor. If the 
gentleman desires time, I will give it to him; but I do not pro- 
eo to yield the floor. If I yield the floor I lose control of the 


Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire ten minutes, and 
I understand that the gentleman from Vermont has yielded me 
that time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I submit that the time in this 
discussion ought not to be controlled 7 by one side, and 
that some agreement on that subject ought to bearrived at. The 
gentleman in favor of the bill assumes to control all the time. 

Mr. GROUT. Oh, gentlemen need not raise that question at 
all; they will have as much time as they want. There is not the 
least di tion to suppress discussion. $ 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point of 
order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. As I understand it, there has been 
no previous question ordered, nor any limitation placed upon the 
debate upon this bill? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is correct. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. Then the gentleman from Vermont 
has no more control of the time than any other gentleman upon 
this floor. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. During his hour he has control 
of the time. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. But when he sits down his hour ends. 

Mr. GROUT. Oh, no. Iam willing to yield to the gentleman 
from Illinois ten minutes, Mr. Speaker, I hope there will be no 
feeling about this matter, because there is not the slightest dis- 
position on our side to prevent the discussion of this bill. Weare 
perfectly willing to give the gentlemen all the time they want. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Mr. S. r — 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Ver- 
mont yield to the gentleman from Illinois? Pee 

Mr. GROUT. will first ask the gentleman from Illinois 
whether he intends to support or to oppose the bill. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I intend to oppose it. 

Mr. GROUT. Well, Mr. Speaker, since gentlemen want some 
division of the time and are desirous of controlling the time in 
opposition to the bill, let us try to reach an agreement about it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. That is what I proposed a while ago, but 
the gentleman seemed not to understand me. 

Mr. GROUT (to Mr. WILLIAus). There was so much confu- 
sion I did not understand you. How much time do you want? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I suppose an hour on each side. 

Mr. GROUT. Taking out of Fo hour the time that you haye 
used, and out of mine the time I used? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Taking the time that I have used out of the 
time on our side, and taking the time that you have used out of 
the time in favor of the bill. 

Mr. GROUT. Does the Chair understand the proposition of 
the gentleman from Mississippi? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair does not understand 
that there has yet been any proposition made, 

Mr. GROUT. The gentleman's proposition is that there shall 
be an hour allowed in favor of the bill, which I am to control, 
and an hour in opposition to the bill, to be controlled by the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Two hours in addition to the time 
that has already been consumed? 

Mr. GROUT. No; two hours in all, the time the gentleman 
from Mississippi has occupied to be deducted from his hour, and 
the time I have occupied to be taken out of my hour. 

Mr. BOATNER. ay Lask how much time the gentleman from 
Mississippi occupied? 

The S BAKE pro tempore. The Chair is informed that the 
gentleman from Mississippi occupied fifteen minutes. 

Mr. GROUT. How much time did I occupy, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
occupied twenty minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Now, Mr, Speaker, I yield twenty minutes 
to the gentleman from Ilinois [Mr. COOKE]. 

Mr. GROUT. Wait until we get an arrangement. Will the 
Chair take the sense of the House on the proposition? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Unanimous consent is asked that 
debate on this bill be limited to two hours, to be equally divided 
between those who fayor and those who oppose the bill, the time 
already occupied being deducted from the two hours. Those in 


favor of the bill have occupied twenty minutes and those opposed 
fifteen minutes. 

Mr. STEELE. And at the end of the time the previous ques- 
tion is to be considered as ordered? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, That is understood. 

Mr. McEWAN. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. Is it 
in order at this time to present an amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. During general debate any gen- 
tleman who has the floor will have an opportunity to present any 
amendment he may desire. 

Mr. MCEWAN. Perhaps this amendment will be accepted by 
the gentleman in charge of the bill. 

Mr. GROUT. Itis her suggested to me, Mr. Speaker, and 
Isuggest to the gentleman on the other side, that as the attend- 
ance in the House may not be very full toward the hour of adjourn- 
ment to-day, we take the vote on the bill and such amendments 
30 may be adopted to-morrow morning, after the reading of the 

ournal. 

Several MEMBERS. That is right. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not know about that. As far as I am 
personally concerned, I have no objection, but I have no authority 
to make any agreement of that kind. - 

Mr. GROUT. No; but I ask the gentleman to help get an 
ment. r, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair desires now to have 
an understanding with regard to amendments. Inquiry has been 
made as to whether amendments will bein order. There is one 


committee amendment now pending, and if, as the Chair under- 


stands, the 1 question is to be considered as ordered at the 
close of the debate, there will be no opportunity after that to offer 
other amendments. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not understand that to be the agree- 


ment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Then the Chair will say to gen- 
tlemen that there must be some definite agreement upon that 


point. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I propose that we have all the 
amendments submitted to-day, and that the bill and amendments 
be voted upon to-morrow morning, after the reading of the Journal. 

Mr. TAWNEY. The gentleman means that the vote shall be 
taken on the amendments then pending. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. And amendments may be introduced any 
time to-day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi that only one amendment to the bill can 
be pending at a time unless by generat consent. 

r. WILLIAMS. Two can pending; one amendment and 
one substitute. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Now, will the gentlemafi from 
Vermont state the proposition that he desires to have submitted 
to the House? . 

Mr. GROUT. The proposition as to amendments is, that the 
bill be open to amendment under the rule during the discussion 
this afternoon, that all amendments shall be offered this after- 
noon, and that to-morrow, after the reading of the Journal, the 
House shall proceed to vote upon the bill and amendments. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
asks unanimous consent that debate on this bill be limited to two 
hours, including the time ey occupied by those who favor 
and oppose the bill; that at the close of the debate the previous 

uestion shall be considered as ordered; that a vote be taken on 
the bill and such amendments as may be pending immediately 
after the reading of the Journal to-morrow; that pending the gen- 
eral debate any member shall have the privilege of offering an 
amendment, and that the same shall betonsidered after the close 
of the debate when the bill is taken up to be voted on to-morrow. 
Is there objection? 

Mr. McEWAN. For the purpose of understanding the matter 
thoroughly, I object. If this arrangement be made, would I be 
at liberty at any time during the debate to offer an amendment? 

A MEMBER. That is a part of the ment. 

Mr. GROUT. If the gentleman had listened to the statement 
of the Chair I think he could not have misunderstood it. The 
object of the proposition is to offer an opportunity for amend- 
Dienie to the bill this afternoon, all proper amendments under the 


es. 

Mr. DOCKERY. The amendments to be offered under the rule, 
as I understand. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly, 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is, there may be pending at one time an 
amendment, an amendment to the amendment, a substitute, and 
an amendment to the substitute. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the arrange- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Vermont? 

Mr. COOPER of Florida, I object. 
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The SPEAKER 19 25 tempore. Objection is made. 

Mr. GROUT. Objectionis made, as I understand, to taking the 
vote to-morrow morning. I ask the Chair to submit the renee 
for unanimous consent to close the debate at the time indica 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. My objection is to the whole propo- 
sition. Let the bill take its regular course. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Ver- 
mont yield the floor? 

Mr. GROUT. I do not. Unless there can be some understand- 
ing with reference to this matter, we will proceed until the hour 
is up, and then vote on the bill. Weare perfectly willing to make 
any fair arrangement: but unless some agreement can be reached, 

we will ae and get along without it. 

Mr. TERRY. Go ahead, and see what you can do. 

Mr. GROUT. Allright. Let it be understood we are ready 
now to make any fair agreement. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not understand that the gentleman 
from Vermont has the control of the time of the House or can do 
anything except to move the previous question whenever he has 
the floor to do so. 

Mr. GROUT. And that I shall do at the end of the hour unless 


an agreement is made. I so notify gentlemen. 
A MEMBER. You can not do soi 2 give up the floor. 
Mr. GROUT. Ofcourse not. Is o so within my hour. 


Mr. BOATNER. Will not the gentleman age a of his 
time to some of us who would like to discuss the option feature of 
this bill? I should like to have ten or fifteen minutes. 


Mr. GROUT. Certainly. I will yield first to the gentleman 
from Illinois . COOKE], because I have agreed to do so. 
Mr. COO of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I agree with the gentle- 


man from Mississippi [Mr. 3 that if we pass this bill we 
shall be entering upon such changes in legislation as will be very 
sweeping and far-reaching in their character. Itis true, as stated 
in the report of the committee, that the Supreme Court of the 
United States has laid down a rule applying to articles of the 
character here in question where they enter into interstate com- 
merce. The Supreme Court, as stated in the report of this commit- 
tee, decided, in the case of Leisy vs. Hardin, known as the “‘ orig- 
inal-package” decision, that where any article of commerce 
manufactured in one State and transported into another State and 
laced on the market the sale of suéh article of commerce should 
protected to the extent of one transfer while the goods remained 
in the original 2 and until they became part of the com- 
mercial products of the State into which they were shipped. 

Now, the object of this bill, as I understand it, is todo away 
with the effect of that decision by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, so as to place oleomargarine in the ca ry of articles 
which may be prohibited from manufacture by the laws of the 
several States, and so that they can not be shipped from one State 
into another and there sold in original packages, which was rec- 
ognized to be the right of shippers under the Constitution of the 

nited States by the decision from which I have quoted and 
which is refe to in the report. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not think it necessary to amplify the remarks 
made by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMS] to show 
that this bill in its effect and tenor proposes to leave to the States 
the entire power to regulate the manufacture and sale of oleo- 
margarine, butterine, and these other articles which are made in 
imitation of butter. In other words, it seems to be clear that this 
bill contemplates putting it in the power of the States, for the first 
time, to so regulate or prohibit the manufacture or sale, or the 
receipt into the States, of oleomargarine, ete., as to make a very 
great change in the law. 

Now, I submit that I am willing to go as far as any other mem- 
ber on this floor in the ct regulation of the manufacture and 
sale of oleomargarine and butterine and other imitations of dairy 
products. I am willing to go as far as any other member herein 
the regulation of the sale, so that a purchaser shall be able to 
determine what he is buying, and that none shall be deceived by 
8 articles for real butter Which are only imitations. 

ut such legislation as that ought to be by a general law of the 
United States. I submit to the House that we ought not to per- 
mit the matter to be regulated by the several States according to 
the shifting and vargue view that may there obtain. 

Now, the United States statutes on the subject regulate the 
manner of the manufacture, exposure, and sale of these various 
articles. That law is now in force, and if we pass this bill we will 
entirely change that regulation, and thereby set aside the general 
statutes of the United States, which are of universal operation 
and effect throughout the entire Union. I refer, sir, to the act 
known as the “Act defining butter, and also imposing a tax upon 
and regulating the manufacture, sale, importation, exportation, 
etc., of oleomargarine,” which became a law on August 2, 1886, 
and is printed on page 200 of the Revised Statutes. That is a 
very long act, and it contains minute provisions regulating the 
manufacture, as well as the exposure and sale, in the various 


States of the Union of all the articles to which the 


resent bill 
refers. Among other sections is the sixth section, whi 


provides: 
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than two years. 

The act so in force thus complies with the decision of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States on the particular point referred 
to by the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. GROUT], as to original 

cages, and I will not take the time of the House to read the 

aw in full. But I will my that that section 6, together with the 
preceding sections and other sections following, covering in all 
about four pages of the Revised Statutes, forms a complete regula- 
tion of the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine and butterine 
in all of the States of the Union. If we pass this bill reported 
from the committee by the gentleman from Vermont, we will, in 
effect, abrogate and 505 set aside, and change in toto the en- 
tire law of 1886, to which I have referred, and will be authorizing 
the substitution for it of new laws, different in all of the States 
of the Union. In other words, I hold that it should be by alaw of 
the United States and not by the acts of the particular States that 
we should regulate a subject of this kind, involving, as it neces- 
sarily does, articles of interstate commerce. This is upon the 
principle, sir, that there is nothing inherent in the character of 
these products which places them in the category of distilled spir- 
its or intoxicating liquors of any kind, or cles properly wi 
the police power of the States; that there is sen wrong in their 
manufacture or sale, nothing deleterious or pernicious in their use 
by the people, and that all we need to do is to regulate the manu- 
facture and sale so that the purchaser may not be deceived. 

Now, an attempt has been made, by the Revised Statutes to 
which I have referred, to so te and so determine the manu- 
facture and sale of oleomar, e, imitation butter, and so on, as 
to prevent deception; and if the law is not sufficiently stringent, 
if it does not go far enough, if it is not o tive in the direction 
contemplated, I should favor amending it, but not in this ques- 
tionable method, I refer to its acy Sipir taint e in the sense of 
its being an unwise system of legislation, whereby we would per- 
mit the entire interstate commerce of the country, in articles of 
this sort, to be regulated by separate State enactments. We shall 
enter upon new and untried legislation when we open that door. 

Mr. TUCKER. Will the . na yield to me for an inquiry? 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. rtainly. : 

Mr. TUCKER. If I understand the gentleman’s argument, 
and I listened somewhat carefully to it, it is an objection to this 

ific bill rather than to a general bill in reference to this class 
of business. I desire to the gentleman whether he would 
agree to an amendment to the bill striking out in line 8 the words 
that all articles known as oleomargarine, butterine, imitation 
butter, or imitation cheese,” and so on, down to and inclu 
the word cream,“ in line 6, so that it will read: That all ~ 
cles transported into any State or Territory, or remaining therein 
for use, consumption, sale, or storage therein, and so on, shall be 
mos to 27 operation and effect of the laws of such State or 

erri: n 

Mr. COOKE of Ilinois. I ask unanimous consent to reply to 
the gentleman for a moment. - 

Mr. GROUT. on the gentleman a minute for that purpose. 

Mr. COOKE of is would not consent to the oe seman 
made by the gentleman from Vir. , for the reason that it woul 
still leave the subject open to all these objections which I have 
mentioned, and because we ought to have the subject regulated 
by general law and not by the particular laws of the several States, 
which this act will allow. 

Mr. ow of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman answer 
a question? 
ics r. COOKE of Illinois. Iwill gladly do so, if I may be allowed 

e time. 

Mr. GROUT. Iwill upas to the 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire, 
the provision of the statute of 1886 which wo 
any way repealed by the enactment of the pro bill? 

r. GOOKE of Illinois. Yes; I will do so, Mr. Speaker. sat 
section of thatact, from the ing to the end, would be change 
in every State of the Union, according to the views pertaining in 
those States. 


ntleman another minute, 
ill the A seen int out 
d be n ed or in 
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Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Only as they relate to oleo- 
margarine or butterine within that specified State. 
. Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I think so; yes. 

Mr. BOATNER. It would recognize the doctrine of nullifica- 
tion so far as this particular subject was concerned. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. It simply permits the people 
of a State to regulate their own affairs in their own way. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Yes; permitting them to do so on this 
subject, instead of having Congress make the regulations, as is 
done by the act of 1886. 

Mr. TUCKER. I wish to ask whether such an amendment as 
I have suggested to the gentleman will be satisfactory to him, so 
that all articles transported into any State shall be subject to the 
same regulations? 

Mr. GROUT, I have not had time to look into this proposition, 
and I need not, for it is entirely aside from the purpose of this 
bill. It is too much of a load, anyway. I think if we take care 
15 8 butter—if we deal with that in this bill—we shall 

o we 

Mr. TUCKER, My friend will find that it will relieve the load 
that he is now ing to do so. 

Mr. GROUT. e principle the gentleman suggests may be a 
good one, but it will be out of place in this bill. 

Mr. BOATNER. Lask the gentleman to yield to me ten min- 


utes. 

Mr. GROUT. Ican not yield the gentleman ten minutes. I 
have not sufficient time. 5 

Mr. BOATNER. Then yield to me five minutes. ; 

Mr. GROUT, I yield fiye minutes to the gentleman from 
Louisiana. 

Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Speaker, I have never obtained my own 
forgiveness for having been seduced into voting for a bill of a 
similar character, introduced here a few yearsago under the pre- 
tense that it was in execution of the doctrine that every State 
should be permitted to manage its own affairs in its own way. It 
seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that the limits of jurisdiction defined 
in the Constitution should be preserved and perpetuated, and that 
the Federal Government should not n delegate any 
of its authority to the States, any more t it should trench upon 
the jurisdiction of the States. Now, sir, it is perfectly manifest 
that unless the subject-matter of this bill fall under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Federal Government under that clause of the Consti- 
tution which declares that Congress shall regulate commerce 
between the States, the passage of the bill would be entirely 
unnecessary. Unless Congress properly has jurisdiction of the 
question, why, the State has. the State has jurisdiction, it 
requires no enabling act from us to permit it to exercise it. If 
the State has no jurisdiction, we can not give it jurisdiction with- 
out taking away a part of the jurisdiction which properly belongs 
to the Federal Government. 

Now, Mr. To as the years roll by the wisdom of that pro- 
vision of the Constitution which directs that Congress shall regu- 
late commerce between the States becomes more manifest. The 
framers of that instrument put that provision there to provide 
against the jealousies and rivalries and the local influences and the 
tyrannies of local majorities over minorities, which were going to 
arise in the development of this great Government. Hence, sir, I 
say that this Congress ought not to abrogate any part of the ae 
diction given to it by the Constitution, and it ought not to throw 
upon any State the power to exercise the jurisdiction which it 
itself should exercise. Why, sir, this bill might be entitled “A 
bill to authorize the several States of the Union to nullify the law 
o Congress upon the question of oleomargarine and counterfeit 

utter. 

Mr. BARHAM. Is not that just what it does? 

Mr. BOATNER. We havea statute here which was intended 
to meet the very difficulties and grievances of which the gentle- 
man from Vermont complains. It was argued that the ers of 
oleomargarine were palming it off on the public as genuine but- 
ter, carrying on practically a fraudulent trade. After careful 
consideration a statute was enacted, putting the manufacture of 
this commodity under the direction of an officer of the Govern- 
ment, providing that it should be put upon the market in certain 
Ways, and after certain stamps had been put be it, and that it 
should be sold everywhere upon its merits. ow, here comes a 
bill declaring that any State may prohibit or authorize the sale of 
this commodity, not in accordance with the provisions of the act 
of Congress, but in accordance with such statute as the people 
of that State may see fit to enact; and the very moment any State 
in the Union sees fit to enact a law upon this question, that 


moment the act of which we have passed becomes super- 
seded and suspended in its effect, and the State law comes into 
operation. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I think we violate one of the fundamental 
principles of constitutional law whenever we take away from Con- 
gress any power or jurisdiction vested in it by the Federal Consti- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


773 


tution, as much, sir, as when we undertake to trench upon the 
authority of the State. 

No one questions the right of the State governments, in the ex- 
ercise of the police power conferred on them by the Constitution, 
to regulate the sale of anything which may be deleterious to the’ 
bx health, which may be injurious or which may constitute a 

udulent business, and such a statute does not trench upon the 
authority of Congress to regulate commerce between the States; 
but whenever, under the pretense of exercising police power, the 
legislature of a State crosses the line and does interfere with the 
regulations of commerce between the States, that moment a Fed- 
eral question arises, which can be determined by the Federal 
courts, and the statute of the States is set aside and annulled in 
so far as it trenches upon Federal authority. ) 

For the reasons which I have given, I earnestly oppose not only 
this bill, but any bill of this character which interferes with the 
even operation of the laws under the Constitution of the United 


Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, how much time have I left? 
The SPEAKER protempore. The gentleman has nine minutes 


remaining. 
poe GROUT, I yield to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
CKER]. 

Mr. TUCKER. Imove to amend this bill by strikin 1 
line 3, after the word article,“ all down to line 6, including the 
word “‘cream;” so that it will read: 

Beit etc., That all articles transported into any State or Territory, 
or remaining thordin for uso, sale, or —.— ny 
upon arrival within the limits of — ome Territory, be subject to the 
operation and effect of the laws of such State, etc. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr, Speaker, I raise a point of order inst the 
gentleman’s amendment. I did not yield for an dee en eon I 
sup the gentleman was going to submit some remarks. I 
said to him some time ago in open House that I did not feel like 
1 that amendment; that we had enough to do to take care 
of the bill as it is. . 

The SPEAKER ee tempore. The Chair sustains the objection. 
The Chair thinks t the yielding of five minutes to the gentle- 
man for discussion would not authorize him to offer an amend- 
ment in that time. 

Mr. TUCKER. Of course, I do not desire to take advantage of 
my friend’s courtesy. If I have a right under the rules of the 
House, and with proper for that courtesy which is due 
from one member of the House to another, I desire to offer the 
amendment. If I have not the right, well and good. Iam sure, 
however, that the proposition which I lay down by the amend- 
ment must commend itself to my friend from Vermont as substan- 
tial and correct. Why single out the article of oleomargarine, 
when the principle applies to all articles? My friend from Loui- 
siana [Mr. BoATNER well said Congress has undoubtedly, 
under the itution, the power to te commerce with for- 
eign nations, among the several States, and with the Indian tribes, 
but that provision comes in conflict with another article of the 
Constitution, which my friend from Vermontinvokes in this bill, 
namely, Article IV, section 2, which provides that the citizens of 
each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of 
citizens of the several States. No more, no less; all. That is, 
that the citizen of each State has the right to do business in a for- 
eign State, and to do that business under the same conditions that 
the citizen of the State does the business under. A man comes 
down from the ayol Baltimore to the State of Virginia to do 
business as a merchant. Under the decisions of the Supreme 
Court quoted by my friend that man has the right, under the 
interstate-commerce clause, to go there and do business as a mer- 
chant without paying the State tax; whereas the citizen of Vir- 
ginia is 8 to pay the State tax under the State law. I Say 
that the true policy is that no man should be permitted to enter a 
State to do business in that State except in accordance with the 
laws of the State. 

Mr. COOKE of Ilinois. 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Suppose that the law of that State 
comes in conflict with some provision of the Constitution of the 
Hew States, as construed by the Supreme Court of the United 

S? 

Mr. TUCKER. Then it must give way, and, for the very rea- 

son that it must yield to the decision of the Supreme Court, Con- 
is here, in the person of my friend from Vermont, trying to 
get rid of that difficulty. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida (to Mr. TUCKER). That is, you pro- 
pose to do in whole what my friend from Vermont 12 5 GROUT 
propose to do in part—repeal the Constitution of the Uni 

tates by giving each State the power to interfere with interstate 
commerce, 

1 AE COOR of Illinois. That is precisely what heis proposing, 

i 


Will the gentleman permit a question? 
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Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir. 

I propose to do exactly what my amendment states. As I have 
said, it seems to me that there ought to be no principle better fixed 
and settled than that the people of each State know better than 
anybody else what is best for them, and when a stranger comes by 
courtesy to do business in a particular State, surely he ought not 
to claim that he is entitled to greater advantages from the State 
than its own citizens enjoy. : 

Mr. BOATNER. Does the gentleman mean to say that a man 
coming into a State to do business ought to be put ona with 
the citizens of the State in which he proposes to do business, or 
does he mean that each State ought to have the right to regulate 
its own affairs, allowing or refusing importations of goods from 
other States according as its laws may prescribe? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman from 


Bhs ag has expired. h 
r. TUCKER. A parliamentary inquiry, Mr: Speaker. I de- 
sire to know if it is in order to offer the amendment which I have 


aße SPE 
e SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair rules that it is not. 

Mr. TUCKER. en I desireto know whether, under the ruling 
of the Chair and the understanding which was arrived at, I be- 
lieve, when I was not present, it will be in order to offer theamend- 
= at any time between now and the taking of the vote on the 

ill? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia that objection was made to the proposed 
arrangement, and that the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout 
has the floor, with the understanding that before the expiration o 
his hour he will demand the lah ka question. Thatis the par- 
liamentary situation of the bill. 

Mr. GROUT. How much time have I left, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman has four minutes 


remaining. 
Mr. CANN ON. Mr. S. ‘er—— 


peak 

Mr. GROUT. I do not yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. CANNON. I want to get accommodation for a little time, 
by unanimous consent, to represent my constituents, if I can. 

Mr. GROUT. Very well; I am willing to have an arrangement 
made after I have asked the previous question. 

Mr. CANNON. That cuts off discussion. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I call for the previous question, 
without further remarks. Let me say, while I call for the pre- 
vious question now, Lam still willing to make any arrangement as 
to time that is fair and reasonable. The other side have occupied 
all but twenty minutes of the hour. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. A point of order. 

Mr. GROUT. You can have all the time you want to discuss 
the bill. 

Mr. CANNON. I ask unanimous consent for an extension of 
the time for thirty minutes, to be divided half and half, for dis- 
cussion; and that will leave the gentleman in full possession of 
the bill, and he will still be able to call for the previous question 


at the expiration of that time. 
Mr. GROUT. I will agree to that after I call the previous 
question. 


Mr. TUCKER. I hope the gentleman, in that connection, will 
accept my amendment. 5 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. er, I demand the previous question. 

Mr. CANNON. I ask unanimous consent that the time ma, 
be extended thirty minutes before the previous question is order 

Mr. GROUT. A parliamentary inquiry. If my time expires 
before the Chair states my call for the previous question, will I 
still be recognized to make that call? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
has already demanded the previous question within hishour. The 
Chair holds that if, by unanimous consent, the time for debate 
is extended, pending this, for 3 minutes, the rights of the 
gentleman from Vermont will be the same as they are in force 
now. 

Mr. GROUT. How, if refused? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If refused, then the vote will be 
on ordering the previous question. 

Mr. WILLIA But, Mr. Speaker, he can not yield to the 
minutes 

Lask unanimous consent to extend the time 
thirty minutes. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. How is the time to be controlled in the 


thirty minutes? 

Mr. CANNON. I suppose half and half, . 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pending the motion of fie on 
tleman from Vermont, that the previous question be orde on 
the amendment, and to the engrossment, third reading, and pas- 
sage of the bill, the gentleman from Illinois asks unanimous con- 


sent that the time for debate be extended thirty minutes, to be 
equally divided between the friends and the opponents of the bill, 
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and that at the expiration of that time the vote be taken on the 
motion of the gentleman from Vermont. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Before that is submitted to the House, Mr, 
Speaker, under whose control is the time to be? 

The SPEAKER protempore. The Chair would recognize the 
ee from Illinois to occupy the time in opposition to the 

ill and the gentleman from Vermont to control the time in favor 
of the bill. 

Mr. TRACEY. A parliamen inquiry, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. e gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I want to ask a question. 

Mr. TRACEY. I want to make this parliamentary inquiry: 
Will there be any opportunity to offer an amendment to the bill 
during that time? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not under ae conditions, 
5 NON. If the previous question is voted down, there 


Mr. TRACEY. Then let us vote it down. 

Mr. CANNON. Let us have a discussion for thirty minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Illinois? 

Mr. LIAMS. I want to submit a parliamentary inquiry, 
and I will be excused for making it, because I am not as old and 
experienced as many onor gentlemen around me. The gentleman 
from New York . WADSWORTH], chairman of the Committee 
on iculture, in control of this bill, yielded to the gentleman 
from Vermont. Does he yield for an hour, or does he yield the 
control of the bill to him? 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I yielded the control of the bill to the 
gentleman from Vermont. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. There are other members of the Committee 
où Agriculture, one of whom I am, who desire to debate this bill. 

Mr. STEELE. I call for the regular order. 

4 555 I hope that my friend from Indiana will not 
0 > 5 

Mr. STEELE. I will yield for the purpose of discussion, but 
not for these side speeches. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman m Illinois for an extension of the time of 
debate as stated by the Chair? 

Mr. WIL . Provided that the previous question is not 
coap ed with it, I will not object. 
$ . CANNON. It leaves the previous question just where it 
is now. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. If it is the understanding that the demand 
for the previous * is not coupled with the request, then I 
will not object. it is, I object. 

The SPEAKER pro ee. The Chair has stated the request, 

Mr. DOCKERY. A 5 inquiry 

Mr. WILLIAMS. If it has oop ed with it, according to the 
statement of the gentleman from Vermont—— 

Mr. DOCKER . In the event the time is extended, 
one-half to be controlled by the gentleman from Ilinois, will he 
have the right in his fifteen minutes to offer any amendments? 

The SPEAKER Bey tempore. The Chair thinks not. 

. Understanding, Mr. Speaker, that the de- 
mand for the previous question goes with the request for the ex- 
tension, I object. Now, if the gentleman e will put 
his request in his own way I will not object. 

Mr. CANNON, My request is that the time for discussion be 
extended thirty minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. To that I do not object. 

Mr. CANNON. Then at the end of the thirty minutes the 
previous geuen will be voted upon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. there objection? 

Mr. COX. Lobject. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objection is made. 

Mr. CANNON. I wish you would not do that. X 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
has demanded the previous question—— 

5 Mr. CANNON. I hope the previous question will be voted 
own. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
has asked for the previous question on 
en 


ntleman from Vermont 
e amendment, and to the 
ossment, third reading, and final passage of the bill. 
he question was taken on ordering the previous question, and 
5 Break er pro tempore announ that the noes seemed to 
ave it. : 
Mr. GROUT. I call for a division. 
The question being taken, there were—ayes 62, noes 66. 
Mr. GROUT. I call for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Grout and Mr, CANNON were 
appointed. : 
Mr. CANNON. I hope the Chair will appoint some one in my 


1897. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair appoints the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Cooke] to act as teller in place of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON]. 


The House again divided; and the tellersreported—ayes 72, noes 70. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. No quorum. 

The oP appa pro tempore. The point is made that no quorum 
has voted. - 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iwithdraw that point, and I call for the yeas 


and 8 à 

Mr. GROUT. I hope the yeas and nays will be ordered. Let 
us all rise. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 90, nays 100, not 
voting 165; as follows: 


YEAS—90. 
Acheso. Evans, Leo Spalding, 
Aldrich, T. H. Fairchild, Linton, perry, 
beoc: Fletcher, McCleary, Minn. 8 85 
Baker, Md Foote. McLac’ tephenso’ 
Baker, N. H. Gamble, Miller, W. Va. Stewart, W. 

ey. Gardner, Stone, C. 
Bennet Gillet, N. Y. Minor, Wis. Strode, Nebr. 

op, er, Mitchell, Strong, 

lue, Halterman, Mondell, t, 
roderick, 3 orse, Tawney, 
Bromwell, Heatwole, Murray, Tayler, 
UI. enry, Conn. Northway, 
Burton, Ohio Otjen, pde * 
ickering, Overstreet, an Voorhis, 
Clark, lowa Howe, Payne, Wadsworth, 
ding. Huli. Perkins. anger, 
Sooper: Wis. Hull, Phillips, Warner 
ther, Hunter, Pitney, Wellington, 
Curtis, Iowa Je Poole, illis, 
Curtis, Johnson, N. Dak. Pugh, Woomer, 
Danford, Kiefer, Scran Wright. 
Daniels, 1 Smith, Mich. 
Dolliver, Leighty, Southwick, 
NAYS—100, 
Abbot r, Tex. Knox, ret 
Allen tan Corben’ Kyle, Robertson, 
r ip TENA Shatroth, 
no) £ r n, Tro! 
twood, Crowley, Linney, mith, III. 
Avery, berson, 717755 u 
ey, tallings, 
Baker, Kans. De Armo: aa — Stok 
5 Dinsm: Marsh, Stone, W. A. 
tt, Dockery, ate, 
Bartlett. Ga. Ellis, McCh j ‘erry, 
Belknap, Erd owne, 
Bell, Colo. Fitzgerald, McEwan, Y, 
Berry, Foss, Mercer, Treloar, 
Black, G Money, Tucker, 
Boatner, Grout, Mozley, Turner, Ga. 
Bull, M . Turner, Va. 
Burton, Mo. Neill, Tyler, 
Cannon, Hendrick, Ogden, Van Ho 
Cai opkins, Q 980 Walker, Va. 
7. Howard. Pendleton, ashington, 
Clarke, Ala, Jones, Price, White, 
Connolly, Kem, uigg. Williams, 
Cooke, Kirkpatrick, ey, Wood, 
Cooper, Kleberg, ves, Yoakum. 
NOT VOTING—165. 
Tami F. Lefever, Rinaker, 
itken, Fenton, Leisenring, Robinson, Pa. 
Aldrich, W. F. er, Lester, Royse, 
Al „ I Fowler, pada Rusk, 
Allen, Mi Gillett, Mass. 2 Russell, Conn, 
Andrews, wyn, Lorimer, Russell, Ga. 
Apsley, Graff, Loud, Sauerhering, 
Arnold, Pa. Griffin, Loudenslager, ttle, 
Griswold, W. Shannon, 
Bartholdt, rosvenor, Maddox, Shaw, 
Bartlett, N. Y. row. ,. She 
sh, Hadley, — Shuford, 
Bell, Tex Hainer, Nebr. Call, Mass. Simpkins, 
ing yu, McCall, Tenn. Skinner, 
Boutelle, 8 McClure, Snover, 
Bowers, Hardy, McCormick, Sorg, 
Brewster, Harmer, 133 Ky. 8 
Brosius, Hart. McCulloch, jpencer, 
Brown, Hatch, McLaurin, Steele, 
Brumm, einer, Pa, McMillin, Stewart, N. J. 
Calde head, Henderson, Meiklejohn, Strowd, N.C. 
er enderson, eiklejo! wd, 

k, Mo. Henry, Ind. Meredith, Sulloway, 
Cobb, epburn, Meyer, ulzer, 
Cockrell, Hermann, es, Swanson, 
Coffin, Hilborn, Miller, Kans, Talbert, 
Colson, Hitt, Milliken, Thorp, 
Cook, Wis, Hooker, Miner, N X. well, 
Cousins, Howell, ‘oody, Walker, Mass. 
Cowen, Hub 5 Watson, Ind. 

mp, Huff, Newlands, Watson, Ohio 

artis, N. Y. Huling, oonan, eeler, 
alzell, Hurley, Odell, Wilber, 
Dayton, Hutcheson, Owens, Wilson, Idaho 
enny, Hyde, Parker, Wilson, 
e Witt, Johnson, Cal. Patterson, Wilson, Ohio 
Dingley, Johnson, Ind. Pearson, ilson, 
oolittle, Joy, Pickler, Woodard, 
ovener, endall, Powers, n 
` maay nlp, Ray,” 
+ P, 
Ellert, Lawson, Reyburn, 
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So the House refused to order the previous question. 

Mr. GROUT (before the result was announced) changed his 
vote from ‘‘aye” to “no.” 

The following pairs were announced: 

Until further notice: 

Mr. Kup with Mr. HUTCHESON. A 
Mr. Cousins with Mr. COWEN. 

Mr. Crump with Mr. MADDOX. 

Mr. HANLx with Mr. Moses. 

Mr. Hemenway with Mr. MINER of New York. 
Mr. Woomer with Mr. SHaw. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. Sora. 

. Watson of Indiana with Mr. MEYER. 
Mr. Hirr with Mr. MCRAE. 

. TRACEWELL with Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia. 
For this day: 

Mr. Brosius with Mr. COCKRELL. 

Mr. Bowers with Mr. KENDALL. 

Mr. Wooparp with Mr. SKINNER. 

Mr. LEISENRING with Mr. STRAIT. 

Mr. LouDENSLAGER with Mr. TALBERT, 

Mr. HvuLine with Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi. 
Mr. Henry of Indiana with Mr. Strowp of North Carolina, 
Mr. GROSVENOR with Mr. McCreary of Kentucky. 
Mr. MCCALL of Massachusetts with Mr. HART. 

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey with Mr. ELLETT. 

Mr. PICKLER with Mr. WILsON of South Carolina. 

Mr. MCCALL of Tennessee with Mr. McLAuRIN, 

Mr. BINdfHau with Mr. SWANSON. 

Mr. SNOVER with Mr. SPENCER. 

Mr. REYBURN with Mr. MCMILLIN. 

Mr. McCLURE with Mr. MEREDITH. 

Mr. AITKEN with Mr. Coss. 

Mr. Harner of Nebraska with Mr. LESTER, 

Mr. HARMER with Mr. Lawson. 

Mr. Cook of Wisconsin with Mr. HALL. 

Mr. MILLIKEN with Mr. BELL of Texas. 

Mr. SuLLoway with Mr. SPARKMAN. 

Mr. Smompxins with Mr. OWENS. 

Mr. LEFEVER with Mr. SULZER. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

Mr. GROUT. I move to reconsider the yote just taken, and 
pending that—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. GROUT] 
moves to reconsider the vote by which the House refused to order 
the previous question. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. GROUT. I move that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont moves that the 
Honse adjourn. TheChair will state thatif the House should now 
ett Nady the right to lay on the table the motion to reconsider will 
still remain. s 

The question being taken on the motion to adjourn, there were 
on a division (called for by Mr. WILLIAMS)—ayes 116, noes 17. 

So the motion to adjourn was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


eae the result of the vote on the motion to adjourn was an- 
nounced, 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. 2334) construing the acts of Congress in relation to 
the award of life-saving medals; 

A bill (S. 1424) to amend an act entitled An act to amend sec- 
tion 4178, Revised Statutes, in relation to marking of vessels’ 
names at bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the 
draft,” approved February 21, 1891; 

A bill (S. 1725) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and Gulf 
Railway ene may to construct and maintain a bridge across Red 
River at the City of Alexandria, La.; and 
er oe 206) to provide an American register for the steamer 

a: Ut. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. DRAPER, for two days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. HoWELL, for five days, on account of sickness. 


REPRINTING OF A REPORT, 


On motion of Mr. MILLIKEN, by unanimous consent, a reprint 
was ordered of House Report No. 1021. 

The result of the vote on the motion to adjourn was then an- 
nounced; and accordingly (at 4 o'clock and 45 minutes p, m.) the 
House adjourned. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. PAYNE, from the Committee on the Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9734) 
to provide an American register for the bark E. C. Mowatt, of 
P lphia, Pa., reported the same without amendment, accom- 
panied by a report (No. 2503); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. CUMMINGS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the joint resolution of the House (H. Res. 223) 
relative to the medal of honor authorized by the acts of December 
21, 1861, and July 16, 1862, reported the same without amendment, 
accompanied Dya report (No. 2504) in writing thereon; which 
said bill, amendment, and report were referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LACEY, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9948) to amend subdi- 
vision 10 of section 2238, and to repeal subdivision 12 of section 
2238 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, reported the 
same without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2506); 
which said bill and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. BRODERICK, m the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 2037) entitled An 
act to provide times and places for holding terms of United States 
courts in Utah,” rted the same with amendment, accompa- 
nied by a re (No. 2513); which said bill and report were 
bg to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS, 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
reracred | to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. MOZLEY, from the Committee on Pensions: The bill 
(H. R. 9619) granting a pension to Mirum C. Peck. (Report No. 
2505.) 

By Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

e bill (H. R. 9689) for the relief of Daniel E. De Clute. 


(Report No. 2509.) ‘ j 
The bill (H. R. 9943) granting a pension to Emma Francis. 
(Report No. 2510.) ; 

The bill (H. R.9942) granting a pension to George Francis. 
(Report No. ee f ay : 

By Mr. TRACEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs: 
The bill (H. R. 9666) to correct and amend the military record of 
John Long, late private, Company H, Thirty-first Regiment Mis- 
souri Volunteers. (Report No. 2512.) 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

Mr. BERRY: A bill (H. R. 9962) for the erection of pens 
building at Carrollton, Ky.—to the Committee on Public Buildings 


By Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. R.9983) granting thirty days’ 
leave of absence with pay to the employees of the Government 
Printing Office and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing—to 
the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. COCKRELL: A bill (H. R. 9964) to onde for the pur- 
chase of a site and the erection of a public by, Sh agar at 
Abilene, in the State of Texas—to the Committee on Public Build- 
_ ings and Grounds. 

By Mr. BARRETT: A bill (H. R. 9965) for the improvement of 
the United States Naval Hospital at Chelsea, Mass.—to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BURTON of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9966) to further 
define certain duties of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the same being supplementary to an act under the 
same caption approved October 1, 1890—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, 

By Mr. HILBORN: A bill (H. R. 9973) to authorize the pur- 
chase of the property known as the Corcoran Art Gallery, in the 
city of Washington, D. C.—to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 


and Grounds, 


By Mr. BABCOCK: A bill (H. R. 9974) to define the duties of 
the secretary of the District of Columbia—to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9975) to amend an act approved March 2, 1895, 
entitled An act for the removal of snow and ice from the side- 
walks, cross walks, and gutters in the cities of Washi: m and 
E etc.—to the Committee on the District of Colum- 


Also, a bill (H. R. 9976) to punish the impersonation of inspect- 
ors of tlie health and other eee of the District of Colum- 
bia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. CLARKE of Alabama: A joint resolution (H. Res. 231) 
relative to the improvement of the waterway between Birming- 
ham, Ala., and the Black Warrior River—to the Committee on 
Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. OTEY: A resolution (House Res. No. 488) directing the 
Secretaries of War and Navy to furnish Senators and Representa- 
tives with copy of Rebellion Records, Army and Navy—to the 
Committee on Prin ting. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were 3 and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BARHAM: A bill (H. R. 9967) for the relief of Daley & 
Zollner to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9968) arming a 
pension to Isabella Sacket—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9969) to correct the military record of James 
Dutton—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HICKS: A bill (H. R. 9970) to remove e e of 
AniS against James J. Fluke—to the Committee on Military 


By Mr. WILLIAMS: A bill (H. R. 9971) for the relief of Miss 
M. O. Chapman, postmaster of Paulding, Jasper County, Miss.— 
to the Committee on Claims, 

By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9972) granting a pension to 
Charles M. Layman—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ACHESON: Petition of Col. William P. Tyler, of Wash- 
ington, Pa., for the preservation of the old frigate Constitution— 

Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BARRETT: Petition of C. S. Goddard & Sons, of Worces- 
ter, Mass.; also of A. F. Cox & Son, of Portland, Me.; also of Isaac 
Prouty & Co., of Spencer, Mass., protesting against imposing a 
duty on hides—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

, memorial to 3838 a bill granting thirty days’ leave 
of absence with pay to the employees of the Government Printing 
Office and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing—to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

By Mr. BREWSTER: Resolutions of E. G. Marshall Post, No, 
397, Department of New York, Grand Army of the Republic, in 
favor of granting belligerent rights to the Cubans—to the Com- 
mittee on chee Affairs. 

By Mr. BROWN: Petition of John Powell, of Franklin County, 
Tenn., praying that his war claim be referred to the Court of 
Claims under the Bowman Act—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. COOKE of Illinois: Resolutions of the John A. Logan 
Club, of Chicago, III., relative to the recognition of the independ- 
ence of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of New York: Petition of Fred. W. Smith 
and 27 other citizens of Blue Mountain Lake, N. Y., favoring the 
recognition of the independence of Cuba—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DOLLIVER: Petition of the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
prenos Union of Algona, Iowa, urging the e of House 
D ran 6119, known as the Phillips bill—to the Committee on 

abor. 

Also, petition of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of 
Algona, Iowa, praying for the of House bill No. 7441 and 
Senate bill No. 2846, for the prevention of gambling—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of 
Algona, Iowa, favoring the p of House bill No. 3203, known 
as the Broderick bill, and Senate bill No. 1498—to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FLETCHER: Petition of Thomas Gibson and 248 other 
citizens and ex-Union soldiers of the city of Minneapolis, Minn., 
in favor of House bill No. 9209, granting a service pension to hone 
orably discharged officers and soldiers of the war of the rebellion— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. MOODY: Petition of councils of Junior Order of Ameri- 
can Mechanics of the State of Massachusetts, g the recogni- 
tion of the Cubans as belligerents in their struggle for liberty—to 
the Committee on kes t Affairs. 

By Mr. LEISENRING: Protest of J. E. Lentz. of Packerton, 
Pa., representing the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company's Car 
Builders’ Association, opposing the metric system—to the Com- 
mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. STRONG: Sundry resolutions and petitions of profes- 
sors and students of the Ohio Normal University, of Ada, Ohio; 
Eugene Reynolds Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of Bellefon- 
taine, Ohio; Bigelow Council, No. 342, Junior Order United 
American Mechanics, of Richwood, Ohio, and 140 citizens of New 
Richland, Ohio, urging the passage of a resolution recogniz- 
ing the independence of Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign 

‘airs, 


By Mr. WOOD: Evidence in su of House bill No. 9959, to 
grant an honorable discharge to Thomas J. Goolman, of Com- 
pany I, Third Indiana Cavalry—to the Committee on Military 
Affai 


Airs. 

Also, petition of Charles M. Layman, of Company D, Forty- 
8 National Guard, for pension to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


SENATE. 


THURSDAY, January 14, 1897, 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Minox, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate two communi- 
cations from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of 
the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, certified copies of the 
final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice- dent 
for the States of Californiaand Kansas; which were ordered to lie 
on the table. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT announced his ture to the follow- 
ing enrolled bills; which had previously been signed by the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: é 

A bill (S. 1646) providing for certain requirements for vessels 
propelled by gas, fluid, naphtha, and electric motors; and 

A bill (S. 1726) to approve and ratify the construction of a 
bridge across the Red River, between the States of Arkansas and 
Texas, at a point above the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said 
river, built by the Texarkana Northern Railway Company, but 
now owned and operated by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Rail- 
way Company, and to authorize the latter company to maintain 
said bridge over said waterway, subject to certain stipulations 
and conditions. 

THOMAS POLLOCK. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of ray kp bli to the bill (S. 2176) granting a 
pension to Thomas Pollock. f SeT. 

The amendment of the House of Representatives was, in line 7, 
after the word ‘‘at,” to strike out the words “‘the rate of $20 per 
month” and insert such rate as the degree of his alleged disa- 
bility may entitle him to.” 

Mr. SHOUP. I move that the Senate concur in the amendment 
of the House of Representatives. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a petition of sundry citizens 
of Philadelphia, Pa., praying Congress to the independ- 
ence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BURROWS presented a petition of the Michigan State 
board of health, praying for the passage of the so-called Wright 
bill, . for a permanent census service; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Census. 

He also presented a memorial of the State board of health of 
Michigan, remonstrating against the passage of Senate bill No. 
1552, for the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. i 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. I present a petition of certain Ca- 
tawbaIndians, praying that the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to inform them as to the status of the tribal lands of the Catawba 
Indians formerly occupied by that tribe in the Carolinas, and to 
secure anything that may be due them as accruing from. these 
lands. The petition is accompanied by a resolution. I move that 
the petition and accompanying resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to 


Mr. FRYE presented a memorial of the Boston Paper Trade 


Association, of Boston, Mass. 
of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
mai was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


remonstrating against the passage 


Mr. ALLISON presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Algona, Iowa, praying for the of 
the so-called Broderick bill, to punish the carnal and unlawful, 
knowing of any female under the age of 18 years; which was 
ref to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Algona, lowa, praying for the passage of Senate 
bill No. 2846, to protect State antigambling laws from nullifica- 
tion through interstate gambli y telegraph, telephone, and 
otherwise, etc.; which was referred to the Committee on Interstate 
Commerce. zi 

Healso presented a memorial of Local Union, No. 4, International 
Brotherhood of Bookbinders, of Washington, D. C., remonstrating 
against the enactment of legislation reducing the salaries of Gov- 
ernment employees; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. : 

He also presented the memorials of Thompson & Strong, publish- 
ers of the Semi- Week Madisonian, of Winterset, Iowa; of S. M. & 
F. E. Stauffer, publishers of the Sac Sun, of Sac City, Iowa; of 
A. H. Rudd, publisher of the Enterprise, of Dow City, Iowa; of 
F. A. Gates, publisher of the Boone Valley Gazette, of Eagle 
Grove, Iowa; of James M. Haskins, 8 of the Republican, 
of Sioux Rapids, Iowa; of J. B. Swinburne, publisher of the Earl- 
ville Phoenix, of Earlville, Iowa; of Charles A. Joseph, publisher 
of the Farley Advertiser, of Farley, lowa; of L. Gonner, 5 
of the Kathalischer Wester and Luxemburger Gazette, of Dubuque, 
Iowa; of Will M. Narvis, of the Six Journals Printing Company, 
of Muscatine, Iowa; of S. R. Yager, publisher of the Courier, o 
Calmar, Iowa; of W. R. Mead, publisher of the Iowa Plain Dealer, 
of Cresco, Iowa; of Charles D. Brown & Co., publishers of the 
Chariton Herald, of Chariton, Iowa; of John J. Clark, publisher 
George f. Taylor publisher of the Negro Soliciton of gde, 

rge E. Taylor, publisher e Negro citor, o 

Towa; of Ed. Madigan, publisher of the Star, of Clarksville, Iowa; 
of Dorcas Bros., publishers of the Mechanicsville Press, of Mechan- 
icsville, Iowa; of Oscar A. Hoffmann, ae of the Sioux City 
Volksfreund, of Sioux City, Iowa; of Boardman Cooley and Clar- 
ence Marsh, publishers of the Mail-Pre=s, of Strawberry Point, 
Iowa; of C. O. Stout, publisher of the Jackson Journal, of Maquo- 
keta, Iowa; of Dyke & Odds, publishers of the Intelligencer, of 
Charles City, Iowa; of E. M. Jenison, publisher of the Republican, 
of Ottumwa, Iowa; of John Westley Geiger, publisher of the 
Freemason and the Fez, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; of George B. 
Boatman, publisher of the Appeal, of Ruthven, Iowa; of J. W 
Kinie, publisher of the Iowa Medical Journal, of Des Moines, Iowa; 
of E. E. Nichols, publisher of the Register, of Manilla, Iowa; of 
J. A. Digerness, publisher of the Chronicle, of Ellsworth, Iowa; 
of Snyder & Hurd, 8 of the Gazette, of Cedar Falls, Iowa; 
of E. A. ta foe publisher of the Bulletin, of Perry, Iowa; of S. W. 
Young, publisher of the Herald, of Henderson, Iowa; of John T. 
Thornton, publisher of the Sentinel, of F. t, Iowa; of C. D: 
Bald win, panan of the Pioneer, of Cascade, Iowa; of Duncombe 
Bros., publishers of the Chronicle, of Fort Dodge, Iowa; of B. T. 
Holst, publisher of the Boone County Teacher, of Boonesboro, 
Iowa; of C. A. Warwick, publisher of the Constitutional Demo- 
crat, of Keokuk, Iowa; of A. J. Kynett, publisher of the Chris- 
tianity in Earnest, of Philadelphia, Pa.; of H. R. Gregory, publisher 
of the Montgomery County Independent, of Iowa; of Dunlevy 
Bros., blishers of the ee Journal, of Iowa, and of 
Schockley Bros. & Cook, publishers of the Saturday Globe, the 
Iowa Helper, the Penn Chronicle, and the Western Work, of 
Iowa, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offioes and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of the Lake Seamen’s Union, 
of Chicago, III., praying for the enactment of legislation giving 
better protection to American seamen; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Hersman Church and the 
Christian Endeavor Society of Hersman, III., praying for the 
enactment of legislation abolishing the saloon in the National 
Capitol; which was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

He also presented the memorial of William C. Hollister, pub- 
lisher of the Eight-Hour Herald, of Chicago, II., remonstrating 
against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented resolutions adopted at a meeting of the Metho- 
dist ministers of Cincinnati, Ohio, favoring the passage of inter- 
state 38 laws; which were referred to the Committee 
on Interstate Commerce. 
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Mr, HILL presented a petition of E. G. Marshall Post, No. 397, 
Department of New York, Grand Army of the 5 of 
Rochester, N. Y., and a petition of sundry citizens of Blue Moun- 
tain Lake, N. Y., praying Congress to recognize the independence 
of Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BATE presented the memorials of Waters & Co.; publishers 
of Good Reading, of South Berlin, Tenn.; of Bald Vance, pub- 
lisher of Messenger-Review, of Humboldt, Tenn.; of P. J. Hani- 
fin & Co., publishers of Cooperative Detective and Police Journal, 
of Nashville, Tenn., and of the Review Publishing Company, pub- 
lishers of the Review, of Knoxville, Tenn., remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class 
mail matter; which werereferred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of the Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil of Minneapolis, Minn., praying for the establishment of postal 
savings banks; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post- Roads. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by the Chamber of Com- 
merce of St. Paul, Minn.,in favor of upholding the gold standard 
of money; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of Duluth Division, No. 336, Order 
of Railway Conductors, of Two Harbors, Minn., praying for the 

ge of the so-called Phillips commission bill, the arbitration 
ill, and the contempt bill; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a memorial of 30 firms of news dealers and 
booksellers of St. Paul, Minn., remonstrating against the passage 
of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


8. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I present the memorial of William Hale, 
editor of the Hickory Press, of Hickory, N. C., earnestly protest- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, r ing the 
transmission of second-class matter through the mails. As the 
bill has come to the Senate from the House and is now before the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, I move that the me- 
morial be referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Vineland, N. J., praying for the enactment 
of legislation to amend the postal laws relating to second-class 
mail matter, and also prohibiting the transportation of obscene 
matter through the mails; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

le also presented the memorial of Joseph A. Dear, treasurer of 
the Evening Journal Company, of Jersey City, N. J., remonstrat- 
ing inst the p. of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Co: ttee 
-on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. GEAR presented a petition of the Baptist church of West 
Union, Iowa, and a petition of the Methodist church of West Union, 
Iowa, praying for the enactment of legislation raising the of 
protection to girls to 18 in the District of Columbia and the Ter- 
ritories; which were referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Baptist church of West 
Union, Iowa, and a petition of the Methodist church of West 
Union, Iowa, praying for the enactment of legislation prohibitin; 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in Government buildings; whic 
were referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. WETMORE presented a petition of the Young Irelanders’ 
Association, Clan na Gael, of Pawtucket, R. I., praying for the pas- 

sage of the so-called Cameron resolution recognizing the inde- 
pendence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table, 

He also presented the memorial of John W. Tillinghast and sun- 
dry other citizens of Rhode Island, remonstrating st the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail mat- 
ter; eo referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post- 


Mr. PROCTOR pranon a memorial of the Business Men’s 
Association of Burlington, Vt., remonstrating against any inter- 
ference by the Uni States in the Cuban-Spanish war; which 

` was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Addison County, Vt., praying for the passage of the 
so-called Broderick bill, to punish the carnal and e know- 
ing of any female under the age of 18 years; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Addison County, Vt., praying for the N of 
Senate bill No. 2846, to protect State antigamblin: ws from 
nullification through interstate gambling by telegraph, telephone, 
and otherwise, etc.; which was referred to the Committee on Inter- 
state Commerce. : 

Mr. McMILLAN presented petitions of the Woman’s Christian 


Temperance Union of Vineyard, N. J.; of the Methodist church of 
Okum, Okla. ; of 600 citizens of Chester County, Pa.; of the Trinity 
Episcopal Church of Vineland, N. J., and of 14 citizens of Okum 
Okla., praying for the enactment of legislation raising the age of 
rotection of girls to 18 years in the District of Columbia and the 
erritories; which were referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a memorial of sundry citizens of 
Youngstown, Ohio, remonstrating against the privation of rights 
of people and lawlessness in the South; which was referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented the memorial of the Moore Printing Company, 
8 of the McComb Record, of McComb, Ohio, remonstrat- 

ng . the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. Tee, by one a 1 of 1 citizens of 
Omaha, Nebr., praying Congress to recognize the independence 
of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 82 

He also presented the memorial of George A. ant, publisher 
of the Waterloo Weekly Gazette, of Waterloo, Nebr., and the 
memorial of Homer E. Moore, publisher of the Primitive Chris- 
tian, of Panama, Nebr., 3 inst the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. McBRIDE presented a petition of sun citizens of Oregon, 
praying for the passage of the so-called Dingley tariff bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CALL. I present a petition of the citizens of St. Augus- 
tine, Fla., accompanied by a letter from Henry Marcotte, prayin 
that an appropriation be made for the preservation of the old fo: 
at Matanzas Inlet, now in danger of complete destruction through 
the washing away of the foundation. I will state that this is an 


old fortification of the Middle Ages. I move that the petition be 
referred to the Committee on itary Affairs, and 1 request the 
committee to give it special consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOAR presented a memorial of the Boston Paper Trade 
Association, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented a petition of the banking institu- 
tions of St, Louis, Mo., and a petition of the Live Stock Exchange 
of St. Louis, Mo., praying for the or of the bill (H. R. 8298 
relating to mortgages in the Indian Territory; which were referre 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GORDON 883 the memorial of Bickert & Blumen- 
thal, of Atlanta, Ga., remonstrating against the enactment of leg- 
islation allowing distillers to bottle whisky in bond; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PLATT presented a memorial of the Young People’s Society 
of Christian Endeavor of Norwich, Conn., remonstrating against 
the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol building; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 

He also presented a memorial of the Boston Paper Trade Asso- 
ciation, . ainst the of the so- called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SMITH presented a petition of the Young Men’s Club of 
the First Congregational Church of Newark, N. J., praying Con- 
gress to recognize the independence of Cuba; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorials of David Spencer, editor of the 
Morris Journal, of Dover; of H. J. Decker, of Hoboken; of 
William H. Chew, publisher of the National Standard, of Salem; 
of C. E. Pearsell, publisher of the Union Standard, of Westfield; 
of Augustus Koehler, publisher of the Orange Sonntage Blatt, of 
Orange; of E. Corcia, publisher of La Montagwa, of Newark; of 
B. H. Crosby, publisher of the Tuckerton Beacon, of Tuckerton; 
of Eltweid Pomeroy, publisher of the District Legislative Record, 
of Newark; of Hugh Collins, publisher of the Pleasantville Press, 
of Pleasantville; of J. J. O Sullivan, publisher of the Pilot, of 
Butler; of W. W. Bugle, publisher of the Ocean Grove Times- 
Record, of Ocean Grove; of F. B. Hoagland, publisher of the 
Points, of Paterson; of E. P. Roberts, publisher of the Unionist 
Gazette, of Somerville; of Stanton & Wilson, publishers of the 
Sussex Independent, of Deckertown; of Alexander Schlesinger, 

ublisher of the New Jersey Staats Zeitung, of Jersey City; of 

rge D. Roe, publisher of the Times and Journal, of Lakewood; 
of Benjamin Patterson, publisher of the Monitor-Kegister, of 
Woodstown; of the American Sabbath Tract Society,of Plainfield; 
of Schultze Pilgrim, publisher of the Daily News, of Philli 
burg; of the Rising Sun e of Nutley; of Wil- 
liam Stout, publisher of the Church and Home, of Rocka way, all 
in the State of New Jersey; and a memorial of the American 0 
Press Association of New York, remonstrating against the pas- 
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sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating tosecond-class mail matter; 
which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


Mr. COCKRELL. I present a petition from leading St. Louis 
banking institutions, and one from leading members of the St. 
Louis Live Stock Exchange, in regard to the laws governing chat- 
tel mortgages in the Indian Territory, favoring the passage of 
House bill 8298, which was passed on the 18th of May last by the 
House of Representatives, sent to the Senate, and is now pending 
before the Committee on the Judiciary, and urging its passage as 
an absolute necessity. I move that the petitions be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the amendment submitted by himself on the 15th instant, 
intended to be pro to the diplomatic and consular appropria- 
tion bill, reported favorably thereon, and moved that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations; which was to. 

Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Military ‘airs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9710) to authorize officers who 
served during the war of the rebellion in the Army to 
bear the title and, on occasions of ceremony, wear the uniform of 
their highest rank, reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 

Mr. QUAY. lam instructed by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9638) appro- 

riations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending 
, — . e to report it with amendments, and submit a written 
rt theron, 
desire to give notice that after the 8 of the morning 


re 


business at the next session of the Senate I shall ask the Senate to 
put the bill upon its % 
Mr. WETMORE, from the Committee on the Lib: , to whom 


was referred the bill (S. 1499) to purchase a portrait of Daniel D. 

Tompkins, late Vice-President of the United States, painted by 

Jarvis = 1812, reported it without amendment, and submitted a 
rt thereon. 

. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4853) for the relief of John 
3 reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report 

ereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 6148) for the relief of Peter Young, reported it with 
‘amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 9593) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain and 
acting regimental quartermaster -first Ohio Volunteers, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3486) for the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain and actin 


regimental quartermaster Thirty-first Ohio Volunteers, repo: 
adversely thereon, and the bill was ned indefinitely. 
Mr. BATE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 


was referred the bill (H. R. 3772) to correct the muster roll of 
Company I of the Seventh Iowa Infantry Volunteers, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a rt thereon. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the amendment submitted by Mr. MILLS December 17, 
1896, intended to be Syl ia to the sundry civil appropriation 
bill, reported a bill (S. 8525) to provide for an examination and 
survey of a water route from the mouth of the jetties, at the city 
of Galveston, Tex., sprouse the ship channel and up Buffalo Bayon 

to the city of Houston, Tex., and appropriating money therefor; 
which was read twice by its title. 4 

Mr. PROCTOR, from the Committee où Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1836) granting an honorable dis- 
charge to Wilson Kale, reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a rt thereon. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2912) increasing the pension of William C. 
Perey ie, repo it without amendment, and submitted a report 

ereon, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 3145) to increase the Pona of Wiliam Hulsizer, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2991) granting a pension to George G. Eakins, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2818) granting an increase of pension to Joseph Brown, 

rted it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2097) granting a pension to Joel M. Gibson, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 


Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred an amendment submitted by Mr. CLARK on 
the 12th instant, intended to be proposed to the sundry civil appro- 
priation bill, reported favorably thereon, and moved that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations and printed; which 
was agreed to. 


ARBITRATION TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN, 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the usual number of the recent treaty between the United 
States and Great Britain in relation to arbitration be printed as a legislative 
document, and that in addition thereto there be printed 3,000 copies, 2,500 of 
4 shall be for the use of the Senate and for the use of the State 

partmen 


RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS, 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That there be printed 2,500 additional copies of Senate Document 
No. 40, Fifty-fourth Congress, second session, being Memorandum on the 
method of recognition of foreign 1 and fore states by the 
Government of the United States, 1789 to 1807,“ 2,000 of which shall be for 
the use of the Senate, and sent to the Senate document room, and 500 for the 
use of the Department of State. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (S. 3526) to provide for the natu- 
ralization of certain Indians residing upon the Annette Islands, 
Alaska; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Territories. : 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3527) granting a penon to Joseph 
Koehler; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panan rs, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

. OM introduced a bill (S. 3528) for the classification 
of clerks in first and second class post-offices; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. QUAY introduced a bill 5 3529) to correct the military 
record of William Gilfoyle; which was read twice by its title, 
and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the mittee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SHOUP (for Mr. GALLINGER) introduced a bill (S. 3530) 
9 g a on to Emma Francis; which was read twice by 
1 CA 


and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also (for Mr. GALLINGER) introduced a bill (S. 3531) grant- 
ing a pension to George Francis; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also (for Mr. GALLINGER) introduced a bill (S. 8532) grant- 
ing a pension to Jane B. Johnston; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PERKINS introduced a bill (S. 3533) to amend an act to 
permit the use of the right of way through public lands for tram- 
roads, canals, and reservoirs, and for other Fock Sere which was 
so twice by its title,and referred to the Committee on Public 


ds. 

Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (8.3534) to grant a pension 
to Rey. Warren Cochran, of Omaha, Nebr.; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3535) granting an increase of pen- 
sion of Aurelius Roberts; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a bill (S. 3536) to remove the charge 
of desertion from the military record of John Percella; which was 
W by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 

airs. 

Mr. MANTLE introduced a bill (S. 3537) for the relief of 
L. Le Fevre, Mrs. Jennie G. Bell omas Jefferson Green, an 
Hal W. Green, heirs of Hal W. Green, deceased, late of Warren 
County, Miss.; which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. Eod uced a bill (S. 8538) to amend section 8 of the 
act of Congress entitled An act to establish a court of appeals 
for the District of Columbia, and for other purposes,” approved 
February 9, 1893; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3539) proving for the 
adjudication of certain claims by the Court of Claims; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. CO ELL introduced a bill (S. 3540) granting a pension 
to Mirum C. Peck; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. BRICE introduced a bill (S. 3541) granting a pension to 


Jane B. Johnston; which was read twice by its title, and referred: 
to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. HILL introduced a bill (S. 3542) granting a pension to 
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Mrs. Susan T. Pratt, wife of Maj. Gen. Calvin E. Pratt; which 
85 read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
ensions. 
Mr. VEST introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 190) for the relief 
of Robert L. Lindsay; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. CHANDLER submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
Teer ees io: be Dist sn Wh tie aaen a Vener: 
‘was ordere printed, and, wi e accom’ 5 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 8 

He also submitted an amendment intended to be pro; by 
him to the bill (H. R. 4566) to amend the laws relating to 
second-class matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McMILLAN submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the District appropriation bill; which wasreferred 
to Barth Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
z Mr. BLACKBURN 1 an 1 erat tore 

posed by hi e Military Academy appropriation bill; whic 
1 referred to the Committee on eee j 


Mr. PERKINS submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the general 8 2 5 iation bill; w 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 


printed. 
THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, 


Mr. CULLOM submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


OCES Congres winters in obetioncs to the roel requirements of the civil 

W. er, in o co e - 

law of January 16, 1883, the said Commission made to the ale A 

ual rt for the fiscal year 1895, 

and also for the fiscal year . And if so, give the dates thereof, and if not, 
give the reasons for such failure or neglect. 


INTERSTATE COMMERCE INVESTIGATION, 


Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following resolution; which 

was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Interstate Commerce be directed, in con- 

poruon with its investigations under the resolution of the Senate of Decem- 
r 9, 1896, to inquire into the agreement recently made b; 


the 3 of 
the lines of steamers on the Great Lakes to maintain such rates of ight 
railroads constituting 


transportation as may be fixed by the managers of the 
the Joint Traffic ‘Association. 7: 
PACIFIC RAILROADS. 
Mr. MORGAN. I submit a resolution and ask that it may be 
read and lie over until a later day, when I propose to make some 
remarks upon it. 
The resolution was read, and ordered to lie over, as follows: 


Whereas it is all that certain bonds issued by the United States in aid 
of the Central c Railroad Company and also of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company have fallen due and remain nopan and that by reason of the 


default in the payment thereof the property held and owned by each of said 
companies at thst time became the ada est of the United States, and that 
said property of every description so held and owned by said companies at 
the Pin of such default now rightfully 1 to the United States: 
Resol That 

and re W. 

report the nature tle of the United States in 
and to said property. and the descriptions of or classes of 3 aieh that have 
so inured to the United States under the law, and whether e of said rail- 
road companies has any lawful right or equity of redemption of said property, 


MRS. DAISEY JOHNSON. 


Mr. COCKRELL submitted the n which 
. was referred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contin- 


gent Expenses of the Senate: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and hereby is, authorized 
and directed to Per out ot the Sppre riation for miscellaneous i of the 
contingent fund of the Senate rs. Daisey Johnson, widow of the late 
Thomas R. Johnson, deceased, a laborer and acting watchman under the 
Architect of the Capitol, the sum of $360, being an amount equal to six 
months’ salary as such laborer and acting watchman, and including all 
funeral and other allowances. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HALE. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be 
to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. MILLS. I hope the Senator from Maine will hold that mo- 
tion and let me call up a little local bill for Texas. 

Mr. HAL This is only the usual motion. 

Mr. MILLS. I understand; but there may be some opposition 
to it, and I should like to get the bill up now. 

Mr Very well. 
ARANSAS PASS IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. MILLS. Iask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 3494) providing for an examination of the 
improvements at the Pass of Aransas, Texas. The bill has been 
unanimously recommended by the Committee on Commerce, 


joint resolution loo 


There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It provides that for the 
purpose of ascertaining the character and value of the improve- 
ments made at the Pass of Aransas, on the Gulf coast of Texas, b 
the Aransas Pass Harbor Company, a board of three engineers 
be op os i ie the President, as follows: One a civil engineer and 
the other two from the Engineer Corps of the Army; and such 
board shall personally make examination of the work done by the 
company for the purpose of deepening the channel and removing 


ba at or noar the Pass 5 Ne 
TO; appropriate to pay the expenses of the board 
and fr he services of the engineers, the: amount of compensation 


for the services to be fixed by the Secretary of War. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 


Mr. HALE. I renew my motion. 

The VICE-PRESID The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maine, that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to 
meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. $ 


COLUMBIA RIVER BRIDGE, 


Mr. WILSON. I ask unanimous consent to call up the bill 
S. 3375) authorizing the construction of a bri across the 
umbia River, in State of Washin 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 
The was reported to the Senate withoutamendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


INAUGURAL CEREMONIES, 


Mr. BACON, Three days since, by direction of the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, I from that committee a 
to regulations with reference to the in- 
augural ceremonies. Upon the request of the Senator from Kan- 
sas [Mr. PEFFER], the consideration was at that time postponed 
until the amendments of the committee could be printed. The 
amendments have been printed and laid on the of Senators 
for two days. I nowask the Senate to consent to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution, as it is im t that the par- 
ties who are to be in charge of this work should know what they 
can be allowed to do. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Georgia asks for 
the present consideration of a joint resolution, which will be read 
for information. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution (H. Res. 214) anthoriz- 
ing the Secretary of War to grant permits to the executive com- 
mittee on inaugural ceremonies for use of reservations or public 

in city of Washington on the occasion of the inauguration 
of the President-elect on ch 4, 1897, etc., as follows: 

Resolved, etc., That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to gran 

committee on inau 


permits to the executive ceremonies for the use of 


any reservations or other public spaces in the cit W m on the 
A the ina: jn of the President-elect on the 4th 


such reservations 5 
sioners of the District of 
poses on the occasion af 
city of W. as they may deem 


ever, That all stands or Platforms that ma 

aforesaid be er Fy, ss rae of said executive committee 

in accordance with plans and to be approved by the Architect of the 
Capitol, the Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, and the build- 
ing inspector of the District of Columbia. 


The Committee on the District of Columbia Py ines to amend 
the joint resolution by adding the following ad 
which were read: 


SEC. 2. That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia are hereby au- 
thorized to t the committee on illumination of the citizens’ executive 
committee for the inaugural ceremonies, March, 1897, to stretch suitable con 
ductors, with sufficient supports, wherever necessary, for the purpose of 
effecting the said illumination: Provided, That the said conductors not be 
used for the convering of electrical currents after March 5, 1897, and s 
with their suppo oy and entirely removed from the streets 
avenues of the said city of Washington on or before March 15, 1897: Provided 

rther, That the stretching and remo’ of the said wires shall be under 
the supervision of the Co: mers of the District of Columbia, who shall 
see that the shay Se of this resolution are enforced, that all needful pre- 
cautions are taken for the protection of the pabiic and that the pavement of 
any street, avenue, or alley disturbed is rep! nas condition as be- 
fore entering upon the work herein authorized: Provided further, That no 
expense or on account of or due to the stretching, operation or re- 
moving of the said tem by the 
United States or the 

SEO. 3. That or as much thereof as may be necessary, payable from 
any money in the Treas: 
nues of the District of 


roper and n : Provide 
be . public spaces 


tional sections, 


rary overhead conductors shall be incurred 
rict of Columbia. 


Pa a aa Bee e intai 1o 
um r ereby appropr 
istrict 0 ve) 


enable the Commissioners of the Columbia to maintain public or- 


der and protect life and property in said District from the 28th of February 
to the oth of M. 187, both inclusive. Said Commissioners are here 
authorized and d to make all reasonable tions necessary to se- 


to 
cure such preservation of public order and proi on of life and property, 


| 
adj 
dge 
gton. 
bill 
reported 
portan 
gual coremaios for, ths nao 
x h da of Marcle 
Commis- 
ewalks in said 
d, how- 
and 
| 
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1897. 
and fixing fares by public said Any person yio- 
33 pte be py A 


to exceed 
Toas oa np ooh in men crit erat on ERA District for not longer 
SEO. 4. 1 of War and the Secretary of the Navy be, and 
by, autho: 5 to the committee on cere- 


onies such ensi: eto. (except battle flags), that 
— 4 suitable — 1 ese torre decoration and 
service; su 
and 


interior of the reception hall: That com- 
the said Department, or either of them, for any loss 
incident to such use. 


hereb: thorized to rmit the Western Union Telegraph Company to 

are „au 

Sxtend overhead wires 2 p and ong 

the line of e as shall marshal 9 

in conn: with the ral purposes, the said wires 
m of the ceremonies on 


taken down within ten days after the concl 
the wth day of March, A.D. . 

Mr. HALE. So far as I could gather in the confusion, that is a 
bill somewhat regulating matters in the District connected with 
the inauguration ceremonies. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is a joint resolution, 

Mr. HALE. I should like to examine it before it is acted upon. 

Mr. HOAR. What is the joint resolution? 

Mr. HALE. I do not think any Senator exactly knows. Icould 
not hear it very well. 

Mr. BACON. I can not hear what the Senator says. 

Mr. HALE. I could not get at thescope of the joint resolution 
from the reading; there was so much confusion in the Chamber. 

Mr. BACON. I will state to the Senator that the joint resolu- 
tion embraces about the ordinary 8 of the joint resolutions 
which have been agreed to b ngress on previous occasions 
when a President was to be ugurated, looking to the use of 
streets and squares in such manner as the Secre of War shall 
direct and consent to. Ihave been furnished by the clerk of the 
committee with a number of the joint resolutions to upon 
previous occasions, and I have compared them with the present 
measure. While they-are not identical in all particulars, they 
are substantially so. 

I will further state to the Senator from Maine that this joint 
resolution was reported from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia by me, by the direction of that committee, several days 
ago, with a request for immediate consideration, as it is important 
that the inaugural committee charged with this work know 
what permission is to be granted in order that they may make cor- 
responding arr Upon the N of a pension the joint 
resolution, for which present consideration was then asked, was 
allowed to lie over to pentet for the convenience of Senators. 
Of course if the Senator not seen the joint resolution in print, 
oe Aaro time to examine it, there will be no objection to afur- 

er delay. 

Mr, HALE. Ishouldliketo do that. Some of these things that 
have been tted heretofore I do not think should be permit- 
ted now. I would not be that everything should be done 
as it has been done heretofore. I should look with great scrutiny 
and some jealousy upon giving the Commissioners of the Dis 
of Columbia very much poa in relation to this matter, I 
promise the Senator that I will examine it carefully, as other Sen- 
more aanre to do, so that at the next meeting of the Senate he can 
Gall it up. -. 

Mr. HOAR. Ishould like to be permitted to say one word at 
this time. 

re aad args fae knows that in some years we have had a very 
inclement cay for the inauguration of the President. People 
come from all parts of the country and stand out in the area east 
of the Capitol and catch their deaths by the exposure. I suppose 
in the year of the second inauguration of President Grant and 
in the year of the inauguration of President Harrison there were 

undreds of persons who got serious diseases—perhaps hundreds 
got fatal diseases—by exposure. 

It does seem to me that it must be practical and feasible to have 
some shelter, which shall be erected of plain boards, which will 
protect the gathering from rain or high wind or severe cold, with- 
out limiting the number who can be present to see the inaugural 
ceremonies, the shelter to be put up before the inauguration, the 
material to be sold afterwards or kept for another occasion, and 
taken away immediately after. It appears to me that the capacity 
of the architects of this country ought to be sufficient to furnish a 


design for such a building. . Clark, the Architect of the Capi- 
tol, seemed disinclined to take up the sabjodt four years ago when 
it was su, r upon new and doubt- 


ted; he was unwi groen 
ful experiments in the matter; but I hope the executive committee 
will get the aid of some skilled architect and will see whether that 
thing can not be accomplished. 

Mr. HALE. If the joint resolution goes over, it will be printed? 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution goes over, objec- 


tion bein; a ee 

Mr. HALE, . I want Senators to 
examine into — 7 oroughly. 

The VICE-P. ENT. It has been printed, and is on the 
Calendar, the Chair will state. 

Mr. HALE. The District Commissioners, in defiance of law and 
in, I think, an impudent manner, have permitted the streets o 
Washington to be.torn up, so that everywhere we are confron 
with work upon streets that 9 prohibited. I do not 
want to give any more power or discretion to the Board of Com- 
missioners until I look into the proposition thoroughly, 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. k 


from the House of eee by Mr. W. J. 
that the House had passed 


A message 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announ 


the ae mia: 

A bill (S. 847) to remove the c of desertion and grant an 
honorable discharge to Helmuth F. kel; and 

A bill (S. 1075) for the relief of the heirs of D. Fulford. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 710) to remove the charge of desertion against 
James A. Crouch; 
A bill (H. R. 989) for the relief of Cogswell & Co.; 
A bill (H. R. 1628) for the relief of Dewitt Eastman; 
A bill (H. 
A 
A 


A ( R. 8926) to correct the war record of David Sample; 
A bill (H. R. 6884) to prevent the purchasing of or ation 
in claims against the Federal Government by United S officers; 

A bill (H. R. 6883) to incorporate the Convention of American 
Instructors of the Deaf; 

A bill (H. R. 9671) to detach the county of Marion from the 
northern division of the northern district of Alabama and attach 
the same to the southern division of said district; 

A bill (H. R. 9752) to amend an act entitled An act to authorize 
the construction of a steel bridge over the St. Louis River between 
the States of Wisconsin and esota,” approved April 24, 1894, 
as amended by an act approved August 4, 1894, entitled An act 
to amend an act to authorize the construction of a steel bridge 
over the St. Louis River between the States of Minnesota and Wis- 


consin; and 
A bill (H. R. 9901) to detach the county of Audrain from the 
western district of Missouri and to attach the same to the eastern 
district of said State of Missouri. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The m further announced that the S er of the House 
had Simed o following enrolled bills and joint resolution: 
peg re. 206) to provide an American register for the steamer 

Ut; 

A bill (S. 1424) to amend an act entitled An act to amend sec- 
tion 4178, Revised Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ 
names at bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the 
draft,” ap ed February 21, 1891; 

A bill (S. 1725) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins aid Gulf 
Railway to construct and maintain a bridge across Red River, at 
the city of Alexandria, La.; : 

A bill (S. 1741) to authorize the Muskogee, Oklahoma and West- 
ern Railroad Company to construct and operate a line of railway 
through Oklahoma and the Indian Territory, and for other pur- 


poses; 
A bill (S. 2334) construing the acts of Congress in relation to 
the award of life-saving m ; 
A bill (H. R. 8570 for the relief of John Keefe; 
A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system; and 
A joint resolution (S. R. 189) providing for the erection of a 
Government building at the Tennessee Centennial Exposition. 


FREE HOMESTEADS IN OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning business is closed, and, 
the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business coming 
over by unanimous consent from yesterday. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free homesteads on 
the public lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide 
settlers and reserving the public lands for that purpose. . 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. Mr. President, I hope that this bill 
will pass. Some of the speeches made here would seem to 
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indicate that some Senators think that the homestead laws were 


designed simply to fill up the Western 8 5 and to provide 
freight for ads. I am one of those who believe that the pur- 
pose of the homestead law was to permit the building of Ameri- 
can homes; and I think it would be a desirable thing if every 
quarter section of land in this country had a home on it. 

The public domain has been set apart absolutely for the use of 
homes and homesteaders. I can see no difference whether the 

ublic domain has been derived from the French or from Indians. 
* that were bought years ago from France and paid for are 
open to hom settlement, and no price is required to be paid 
by the homesteader except the expenses of the land office. - en 
lands are acquired from Indians for the public domain, they be- 
come a part of the pario domain just as other lands are, and I 
can see no reason why the settlers on lands acquired from Indians 
should be required to pay for their homes when settlers on other 
lands are not. There is no just distinction between the two. It is 
true that when we acquired these lands a few years ago it was done 
with the understanding that the Government would be reimbursed 
for the amounts of money paid to the Indians for the extinguish- 
ment of their title. If farming had been reasonably prosperous, 
this could easily have been done, but under the conditions which 
exist now it is a practical impossibility for a man to do more than 
make a living on his homestead. ` 

These people have gone on wild land; they have built houses 
and fences, and have cultivated the land. They have brought it 
under tillage; they have 5 — What little money they had in erect- 
ing houses and fences, and have been unable to save money enough, 
in addition to making a living, to pay the small debt they owe the 
Government. Now, Mr. President, I ask what is to be done. If 
the lands are not remitted to these homesteaders, what will the 
Government do? Will it proceed to evict these people from their 
homes? Will it drive them out, and confiscate the houses and the 
fences they have built and the labor of their hands in bringing 
the land under tillage? This Government, strong and mighty 
and powerful as it is, is not strong enough for that. There is a 
power behind the Government which will check and restrain any 
such act of vandalism and ruthless robbery as that would be. 
Public opinion will not permit the Government of the United 
States to deprive these people of the pittance they have pag upon 
their homes in an honest effort to provide a place for their wives 
and children simply because of the hard conditions by which they 
are surrounded, which make it impossible for them to pay the 
Government the 50 or 75 cents or the $1.25 an acre which they 
promised to pay for the land. 

Under these circumstances, it seems to me there is but one 
thing for the Senate to do. That is to concur in the action of the 
House of Representatives and remit this small amount of money 
in favor of these homesteaders, that they may be allowed to live 
in peace and not be harried by this great Government as if it was 
a soulless corporation or a usurer. 

The exact similarity between the lands acquired from Indians 
and the lands acquired from the French, it seems to me, is a suffi- 
cient reason why these homesteaders should have exactly the same 
night on this land that they would have on other public land. 

ere is another feature connected with this bill that commends 
it very warmly to me. I have been here for some years and I 
have seen bills introduced to 7 manufactures, bills intro- 
duced to extend the powers and rights and privileges of national 
banks, of railroads, and other corporations; but this, I believe, is 
about the first time that I have ever seen a bill introduced in this 
body which was intended to be of some benefit to a handful of 
farmers scattered through the homes of the West. I should like 
to see that sort of legislation encouraged to the extent of passing 
this bill. We have been in the habit of 22 Jogislating in favor 
of those people who are able to take care of themselves, who ap 
represented by lobbyists and attorneys around the Halls of Con- 
gress; but these people, who are unable to send anybody to repre- 
sent them, simply make a plain statement that they are unable to 
pay this money for their homesteads, and they think it unfair 
that they should be required to do so, when homesteads have been 
freely given to other people. 

If I had no other reasons, these would seem to me to be sufficient 
that this bill should pass. 

Mr. GRAY. How much money will the bill take out of the 
Treasury? 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. It does not take out any. It will put 


some in. 

Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, the objection that has been 
invariably urged to the passage of this bill is the claim that it is 
taking from the Government of the United States a certain amount 
of money. The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] who 
addressed the Serfate on the subject some days ago, I believe 
placed the possible loss to the Government at $35,000,000. That 


was the theory that all the land embraced in all of these several 
grants shall besold for the price provided for in the statute. 


It is well known to those who are familiar with the country 
where these reservations are located that a very small percentage 
of the land can ever be sold at the prices 3 Take the reser- 
vation in the State of Colorado called the Ute Reservation, I 
think to-day that practically all the available agricultural landsin 
that reservation may be said to be taken up. There remains a 
large quantity of mountain lands, mineral lands, which are not 
capable of being converted into farms, undisposed of, and which 
neyer will be disposed of except in a few cases where mineral 
claims may be made, which are not disturbed or interfered with 
by this pone legislation. If every acre of the land should be 
taken, the Senator from Connecticut stated that there would be 
received for it by the Government $35,000,000, as I recollect. I 
have not mys attempted to fi it. We weretold by the Sen- 
ator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW] that while the lands 
had been opened in that State for some time, yet comparatively a 
small number of acres had been taken; and thatof those that had 
been taken for farms a number were in danger of being abandoned. 

Ihaye some personal knowledge of a Godly portion of these reser- 
vations. Ihave been twice across the Territory of Oklahoma from 
north to south on different lines; I have been on its borders, and I 
know something of the climatic conditions as well as of the geog- 
raphy of the country. It is true that when this purchase was being 
made it was stated here and elsewhere that tliese lands were fer- 
tile and valuable lands. They are fertile lands, as stated by the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. A the other day, and there are 
no more fertile lands anywhere than may be found in the Terri- 
tory of Oklahoma and in other sections of that Western country; 
but it does not follow that they are so valuable for farming pur- 

, unless there shall be a sufficient quantity of water provided 
or 1 purposes, for those lands lie in what we call the 
ari * 

The Senator from Connecticut seemed to think that he had 
made a great pone against the bill when he read the report of the 
governor of the Territory of Oklahoma. The Senator ought to 
recollect—and I suppose it could not have escaped his notice, 
because he is on the committee which has been dealing with this 

uestion—that there is a considerable portion of the Territory of 

klahoma which does not fall within the provisions of the pend- 
ing bill. I do not remember how many, but there are several 
counties at least that were purchased of the Indians by the Gov- 
ernment years ago, long before there was any settlement in the 
Oklahoma country, where we have not exacted from the settlers 
in that section suy 5 whatever for the land. In seven 
counties, I am told by the Delegate from that Territory, lying in 
the eastern part, the most valuable of all that section of country, 
the settlers have been allowed to make settlement under the old 
homestead act. 

Again, much of the valuable land on the line of the streams 
was selected by the Indians in the first instance. A large number 
of Indian locations were made on the Canadian and other streams. 
On the best land, on that which was most easily cultivated, that 
which was lying near the streams where it might be irrigated 
with less expense, the Indian has already made his allotment. I 
can not say that he has settled on those allotments, because I think 
in most cases he has not. But we gave to the Indians the choice, 
the preference. He could take from this fertile country the best 
of it before the white man could go upon it. Upon the residue a 
large number of white people have gone; I do not know how 
many; but as Oklahoma cast somewhere between fifty-three and 
fifty-four thousand votes at the last election, there must be a very 
large population in that section of the country. Most of this 
country taken under the provision of the paid homestead lies 
west of what we call the arid line. It lies west of that section of 
country where you can not depend on timely rains for the culti- 
vation of the crops. If that country ever becomes a successful 
farming country, it must depend on irrigation, and it is a coun- 
try where, unfortunately, during the period when irrigation is 
required there is a great scarcity of water. Some day, when capi- 
tal can be induced to construct reservoirs, that country will 
very valuable; but it will take a long time before that can be 
done. It may be done to some extent by farmers combining; it 
may be done by capital; but it must be done by the expenditure of 
a large amount of money whenever it is done. ; 

Settlers have gone there. They went there under the impres- 
sion that they could pay for those lands. Their experience has 
demonstrated, as I understand, that it is almost, if not quite, im- 
possible, under present conditions, to pay for thoselands. I believe 
we have extended the time of payment. We shall be required to 
extend it again if we do not pass the pending bill; we shall be 
required to extend it again after awhile, and ultimately at some 
time in the future we shall come to the point when we shall give 
to these people this land which we ought to have given them in the 
first instance. 

The Senator from Connecticut said that in 1880 we made a de- 
parture in our land system. Mr. President, nobody connected 
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with this Senate, nobody connected with this Government, Pap: 
osed in 1880 that we had made any departure from the esta 
ished policy of the Government of the United States, and that was 
a policy of free homesteads. The Senator from Montana [Mr. 
CARTER] the other day told us, and rightly, too, that the title we 
had extinguished to the Indian lands had cost the Government of 
the United States more than $400,000,000. Millions of acres of 
land held by the Indians were taken up in the Northwest and in 
the West under the homestead law, and were paid for by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States; and yet up to 1880 it was never 
supposed that the settlers should pay for the land. In 1880 the 
Government concluded a contract with the confederated bands of 
Ute Indians in the State of Colorado, and acquired from them 
about eleven or twelve million acres of land. The agricultural 
land of that reservation is the best on this continent. Some of 
the valleys are equal in richness and natural wealth to the valley 
of the Nile. In all those valleys there was an abundance of water. 
There was no question of the paucity of water, although there 
was great paucity of rain. Those valleys have been taken up. 
They lie 2 to a mining community, where higher prices 
are paid for all the products of the soil than in any other place 
on this continent, New York City not excepted, The agricul- 
turist raised grain and sent it into the mountains and sold it 
to the mining population; the fruit grower and the vegetable 
grower sent their products into the mountains and sold them to 
the mining population. There has been no complaint from that 
section, and there would be none from this if the people were situ- 
ated as they were situated on the Ute Reservation. This bill will 
not materially relieve anybody in the State of Colorado, and Iam 
not making this plea in behalf of anybody on the Ute Reserva- 
tion, but in the interest of the people who have gone upon less 
favored reservations and are there trying to make a living. 

If the Senator from Connecticut and the Senators who agree 
with him think that a loss of $35,000,000 is a loss too great to jus- 
tify the Government of the United States in inducing settlement 
upon these arid lands, they would not think so if they could have 
seen what I have seen, if they could have seen what other Sena- 
tors who represent Western States have seen, the settlement of a 
new country. If the entire $35,000,000 were to be lost, which it 
never will be, because it could never be got out of these lands—if 
the whole $35,000,000 were in issue here, it would be a mere noth- 
ing compared with the advantage of spreading over those great 

lains civilization and settlement. Ultimately those plains must 
be settled, ultimately they will be settled. I know what it has 
cost those people to settle there. We are told that in the western 
part of Kansas, where there were 100,000 le, there are now but 
40,000. What does that mean, Mr. President, to the 60,000 people 
who moved out of that country? How much hardship, how much 
deprivation, how much distress did that mean to those people who 
had attempted to brave a climate which was inhospitable to them, 
without water, and, having been unable to continue there, have 
moved themselves to more favored sections? 

I have seen the West settled. I have traversed the State of 
Kansas when there was no settlement except upon the Missouri 
River; I have traversed the State of Nebraska when there was no 
settlement except on the river. Now there are two and a half or 
three millions of as good people in those two States as live upon 
the American continent. They have made them great States, not 
with the ease that they made the State of Iowa, not as they settled 
the State of Illinois and some of the more easterly of the great 
Western States. They went there with a climate which was not 
so favorable, and yet by diligent and systematic cultivation they 
have made those States blossom, and they are as productive and 
as valuable States as any in the Union. Youcan build 3 
in the Dakotas just such States as have been built in Kansas an 
Nebraska, but it will take time. It must be done by the settler 
by the hardest kind of methods. You can build up a State in 
Oklahoma which will support a large population; but there is no 
reason why you should say that the people who go there now and 
who have gone there within the last five years shall be subjected 
to hardships and demands which were neyer made upon people in 
any other portion of the country. 

ese people are far from markets. Even if their lands were 
well watered, if they could irrigate them without great expense 
by the natural streams which run through them, still they are 
under difficulties which should appeal to the charity of the great 
American people. 

Mr. President, the farmers of this country for a few years have 
had hard times; they have suffered great hardships, and in no 
place have they suffered more than in the extreme West. Take 
the States which I have mentioned, or take the Territory of Okla- 
homa, There, with all the disadvantages of a new country and 
with a somewhat difficult climate on account of its aridity, those 
people are away from a market, they are distant from the market 
centers, and the corn, the wheat, and the vegetables of that sec- 
tion of country must be marketed at a very low price. To say 


that the people who 52 upon the arid lands of Oklahoma or those 
of South or North Dakota shall, in addition to all they have to 
encounter in settling a new country, be subjected in some in- 
stances to a payment of $400 in the first instance, with the inter- 
est which is to be attached and the interest which is to accumu- 
late, when they are unable to pay, is practically to say to them 
that they must get out and leave those lands. 

I submit to the Senate, if the time ever comes when it shall be 
demonstrated that those people can not pay for those lands, do we 
expect to have the spectacle of the American people evicting the 
settlers from those lands? Are they to be put out? If they are, 
where are they to go? Mr. President, there is not anybody here who 
would be willing to vote to put those men off those lands if they 
fail to pay, if 5 say they are unable to Tar and can not pay, 
and that they will pay if they are able. Every man who settles 
down upon a quarter section of land desires to have his title, 
The very thing that is nearest and dearest to his heart is that he 
may have a title to his land. He will pay for it if he can; but if 
he can not, will the Senator from Connecticut say that this t 
Government of ours shall turn itself into an evictor and put Bone 
people off those lands? It is a difficult question to meet. If those 
people can not pay, you will be obli ultimately to give them 

e lands. American sentiment will never submit to the eviction 
of a great community the members of which have made every 
effort to pay for the lands according to the statute. It should be 
our policy to increase the number of farms and to draw as many 
people as possible from the congested centers of population out 
upon those agricultural lands, if 5 they may be called. 

In almost every instance, if the farmer is not compelled to pay 
for his land, if he can use the 8400 that he would otherwise have 
to pay the Government, he can get a few head of cattle and a few 
appliances about him by which he may make a living. I remem- 
ber not long since receiving a letter from a citizen of my State 
who said he had been in controversy with the Government of 
the United States concerning the title to his land. One of those 
officious, 3 Government agents had conceived the 
idea that that settler had not complied withall the technical requi- 
sites of the law, and so he instituted a contest against him in the 
land office and compelled the settler to go to the land office, a long 
distance from his home, to prove affirmatively that he had com- 
pics with every technicality of the law. When he had established 

is title, he sat down and wrote to me that upon this title, which 
the Government was supposed to have given him, and under which 
he had then been living for a number of years, he had expended, 
in defense of what he had ere to be an actual and perfect 
title, 8400. He said, I am without stock; I am without the needed 
appliances for cultivating my land; but if the Government had let 
me alone I should have had $400 with which I could have bought 
some cattle and with which I could have bought some implements 
of agriculture.” If you give to these people the $400 that they pay 
for a quarter section of land, they will use itin making themselves 
homes upon the land, and you will secure their adherence to the 
land; you will keep them there; and, Mr. President, the great 
threatened danger to this American Republic to-day is the con- 
gestion of people in the great commercial centers. avers effort 
ought to be made to spread out the people, to encourage them to 
go upon the public lands to make homes, to make rural settle- 
ments, rural communities, where, as we all know, virtue and pa- 
triotism reside even when it may be lost in the large gathering of 
men in the great commercial centers. 

Thirty-five million dollars! Mr. President, we put that much 
in a river and harbor bill. We put twice that much in the last 
river and harbor law for the 8 of commerce and trade, 
in which the great mass of the American people have but little 
interest, and in which the great West does not participate at all 
except as it furnishes and as it has furnished the great body of 
exports which go to make this 8 rich and great. We have 
no local interest in the measure, and yet you put into the last 
river and harbor law, either in direct appropriations or in author- 
ity to make contracts, a sum amounting, as I recollect it, to more 
than twice the sum involved in this bill, if it should happen to be 
$35,000,000, which it never will be and never can be. 7 asked 
what I think it will be. I think at the most it will not be more 
than one-third of that amount. These lands can not be sold at 
such an extravagant price. You can find now in many sections 
of the country better lands than these are, better situated lands, 
tor an money, even where the title is uncontested and unques- 

oned. 

Mr. President, I disclaim having for my people any special 
interest in this matter, but I know that there is a demand which 
every American Senator ought to respect. There is a demand by 
the people who have taken upon themselves burdens which they 
find they can not carry, and which we ought to have known, when 
we exacted the terms of them, that they could not. They were 

oor people who went upon these lands. They went upon the 
nds practically with nothing, inmany cases, except their hands; 
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built themselves sod houses, built themselves caves in the hillside, 
and lived there, as many settlers have lived there, hoping and hay- 
ing reason to hope that they could better their condition ulti- 
mately. Shall the Government put a weight upon them that they 
can not support and can not endure? Shall it turn them out and 
evict from a quarter section a man and his family in order that 


claim from some other man three or four 
up its depleted revenue? 

Mr. President, we may be without revenue, but the American 
people is not a people that needs to oppress any class of its citi- 
zens in the interest of its revenue. Weare not without untouched 
means of taxation. We have, as I once heard the Senator from 
Towa [Mr. ALLISON] say more untouched taxable means than any 
other nation in the world, and if we are out of revenue we can get 
it in legitimate ways that will co: d with the dignity of a 


the Government ma 
hundred dollars to 


great people, and not take it ont of the y pioneers of the West. 
Mr. ALLISON. I desire to make an inquiry or two respecting 
the scope and extent of the pending bill. I have not had time to 


ive it examination as to its details. I should like to have the 

nator from South Dakota state whether the bill now applies to 

all Indian reservations. Is there any exception as to Indian res- 
ervations? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will state, in answer to the Senator from 
Iowa, that there are many Indian reservations to which the bill 
does not apply, but they are reservations which have not 8 
ceded, no negotiations having been had with the Indians. ə bill 
simply applies to the homesteader who has taken a home upon the 
reservations which have been ceded by the Indians since 1889, and 
allows the settler to secure title after five years’ residence. It 
does not relieve the person who chooses to commute after four- 
teen months’ residence. It does not relieve any other person 
than the man who has 160 acres and has resided upon it for five 
years and made it his exclusive home and residence. 

Mr. ALLISON. Now, will the Senator 

Mr. PLATT. If the Senator from Iowa will permit me, I will 
state that it does apply, as I understand it, to all lands where the 
Government has by negotiation with the Indians acquired por- 
tions of their reservations. It applies to all the lands that have 
been so acquired, as I understand it. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Not at all. It does not apply to those 
reservations which embrace mineral lands, 

Mr. PLATT. Oh, of course not. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The same reservations embrace, accordi 
to the statement made by the ee areas of min 
lands not subject to homestead entry. e Government will still 
sell those lands and get revenue therefrom. The bill does not 
relieve anyone except the settler who has taken 160 acres and has 
resided upon it for five years. It relieves no one else whatever. 
Very large areas of these reservations are timber land, and there 
is special provision made for its sale. It is not subject to home- 
stead entry. I estimate that three-fourths of the area of the res- 
ervations embraced in these treaties will never be taken under 
the provisions of the homestead law at all. Therefore the area 
that is embraced is comparatively small. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to the Senator whether or not the 
bill embraces timber lands, so known, in the State of Minnesota 
and other States where large reservations have been ceded? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will state, so far as Minnesota is con- 
cerned, that the bill does not provide for the di of timber 
lands. There is a special provision in the treaty by which the 
timber land is to be appraised and sold at not less than $3 a thou- 
sand stumpage and the money deposited in the for the 
benefit of the Indians. Where there is no timber upon the land, 
where it is purely agricultural land within the Minnesota reserva- 
tions, the bill does apply. But those lands are not of the best 

uality, and the area t is not timber is mostly swamp, and 
erefore the number of people affected in Minnesota is not 


large. 

Mr. ALLISON. Isee by the statement of the minority report 
made by the Senator from Connecticut that the Chippewa Minne- 
sota Reservation, embracing 5,000,000 acres, is included. That 
must eset include a very large area of timber land. 

Mr. PLATT. If the Senator from Iowa will examine the table 


a little more closely he will find inst that statement that the 
proceeds are to be devoted to the Indians, The Government did 
not pay for the land. 


d 3 

Mr. PETTIGREW. The reply to that statement is that the 
timber land is not subject to entry under the homestead law, and 
therefore is not affected by this legislation. 

Mr. ALLISON. I was led to this S by the differ- 
ence between the statements made by the Senator from Colorado 
[Mr. TELLER] and the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] in 
reference to the actual loss to be sustained 99 55 25 United States 
in case the bill shall pass. Of course, if the bill embraces prac- 
tically all Indian reservations heretofore ceded, or which may 
hereafter be ceded, which, I take it, when ceded, will come within 
the provisions of the pending bill, unless some special arrange- 


ment is made, then the moment the remainder of the lands in the 
Indian Territory are ceded to the United States under some treaty 
already made or to be made very soon, those lands will be em- 
braced within the provisions of the pending bill. Am I right 
about that? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I did not hear the Senator's question. 

Mr, ALLISON. Does the bill apply to any future acquisitions? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. No. 

Mr. ALLISON. To none whatever? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. No, sir. It leaves Congress free to make 
such disposition of lands hereafter acquired as it may choose. If 
we are to get revenue from this source, we must change our policy. 
We can cred ed it under our present policy. 

Mr. COCKRELL. id we dispose of other lands as we did 
dispose of these; then a similar to this one will come in to give 
the land away. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I think so. It ought to. 

Mr. TE . Will the Senator from Iowa allow me to say a 
wat in 1 s that 7 75 

. ALLISON. I am only making an inquiry, because I wish 
to ascertain the of the Pill. a 
55 mab compose po . The ae arom Taya ee. saon bak Indian 
erri 8 suppose he means the lands occupied b; e Five 
Civilized Tribes, as they are called? j 

Mr. ALLISON. I refer to reservations not already acquired. 

Mr. TELLER. We have acquired all the land we can acquire 
from those Indians. We shall never acquire another acre, in my 
judgment. What kind of an arrangement the Dawes Commission 
may secure for the division, etc., of their property 1 am not now 
able to say. But it is to go to the Indians, There is no purpose 
and no plan, and it would be utterly impossible for the Govern- 
ment to buy that land; and if we did, what would be the result? 
On that land there are at least five white men where there is an 
Indian. In the Indian Territory there are at least three or four 
hundred thousand people, white farmers, in addition to sixty or 
seventy thousand Indians. That need not be a matter for future 
concern, because we shall expend no money to buy that land, and 
we shall not be called upon to donate any of it to settlers. 

The difference between the Senator from Connecticut and my- 
self in the estimate grows out of the fact that the Senator from 
Connecticut assumes that all of thisland, every particle of it, is to 
be occupied at the prices—— 

Mr, PLATT. I did not. 

Mr. TELLER. If the Senator did not, he could not make it 


$35,000,000. 

Mr. PLATT. I never said, either in the report which I made 
or in my speech, that the loss would be $35,000,000. I said what 
had been stated by the Land Office. I stated in my vis gh that I 
thought it was more than the majority report allowed it to be. 
According to the majority it was thought that it would 
not be more than $17,500,000, but I stated that I think that is too 
low. grn I canne = speak cite it, I ar 1 put the ojoro 
u e ground of the amount particularly that was going to 
8 by the Government. ja 

While I am on my feet, if the Senator from lowa will permit 
me, I wish to make a single remark, 

Mr. ALLISON. Certainly. I merely rose to make an inquiry. 

Mr. PLATT. I did sayin my report, and in the remarks which 
I made, that we are now proposing to establish a eee for the 
future; that these Indian reservations would undoubtedly be 
goy diminished in the future, and that if the policy was to be 
that the Government should pay the Indians for the lands and 
then donate them to settlers, it would undoubtedly be a larger 
amount than has been mentioned, either by the Commissioner of 
the Land Office or any other person in this discussion. That, I 
e aro establishin li This the India 

e are establishing a policy now. is very year in the Indian 
appropriation bill as reported to the House of resentatives 
there is a proposition to pay $2,000,000 to the Indians to relinquish 
their title to the Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache Reservation, which 
is west still of these semiarid lands, as they are called. That is 
at the rate of $1.25 per acre. So the policy of the Government is 
undoubtedly to be to go on and extinguish the title to more and 
more of the Indian reservations, and of course if we say that the 
land is to be given to anybody who will homestead upon it, all of 
that will have to be added not to the immediate expenses, but to 
the future expenses of the Government. 

Take the Osage Reservation. The time is coming—it may not 
be immediately—when those 1,500 people will undoubtedly part 
with a considerable portion of their reservation. I undertake to 
say that it is as fertile land as lies under the sun in any country. 
Isit to be the policy for the Government to pay the Indians for 
the land and then to give the land to settlers? ; 

Now, if that is to be the policy, we may as well understand it 
now for the present as for the future. That is the claim which is 
made here—that whenever any desires a home, desires land to 
settle upon, the Government must look around and see where there 
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is any land, buy it, pay for it, and then give it to the people who 
will settle upon it for five years. That is the point I have been mak - 
ing all along, and in the replies which have been made nobody seems 
to 5 rehend the point. Perhaps it has not been made so that it 
could be apprehended, and possibly it is not a good point anyway. 
But I think it is. 

Mr. TELLER. I did apprehend it, but it seemed to me absurd 
that anybody should have made any such claim. I did not sup- 
pose that because we relieve these pore who have areny dem- 
onstrated that they can not pay for their lands we would buy 
lands that were fertile, valuable, in the State of Kansas or some- 
where else and give them to other people. I supposed that Con- 

ess had sense enough to determine each case as it arose, and I 
T not understand how we create any legislative precedent which 
yon oai not avoid. In fact, I never before heard of a legislative 

nt. 

¥ The Senator may think that this would be dangerous it may be 
that it would be somewhat persuasive—and that if you gave one 

iece of dry land to one man you shall give another piece of dry 
fand to another. But by no logic with which I am familiar can 
it be said that if you give a piece of worthless land to one man 

ou must give to some other man a good piece, a valuable piece 
like the Osage land, which, if it is ever sold, will be sold by the 
Indians and not by the Government. 

Mr. PLATT. e opened last year the Nez Perces Reservation. 

We paid for it to the Indians at the rate of $3.75 an acre, and we 
ut that price upon the lands. Now, does not the Senator from 
lorado know that a large portion of those lands have been 
erly sought for at $3.75, and that they are worth it anywhere? 
ire: TEL ER. Iknow they have been eagerly sought. In the 
first place, they are not worth that price and were never worth it. 

Mr. PLATT. The Nez Perces lands? 

Mr. TELLER. Yes. It may be that a settler thinks he can 

y that price for them, and he may be willing to pay it for them. 
But he can not pay it for them. ere is not one settler out of 
twenty who can pay $3 anacre. The average man who moves 
upon public lands in the West in these days is too poverty stricken 
to do that. He goes upon Government land because he can there 
have a place where for a time at least he can make a home; but 
he goes there hoping that in some way he can better his condition. 
When he finds he can not, and the Government gets after him, as 
the Senator from Connecticut hopes it will, with a writ of evic- 
tion, he will be hunting another place. If somebody offers him 
a place at twice that amount, he will take it and go upon it, and 
if he can not pay for it, and he finds after a while that he can not, 
he will move again, and he becomes an agricultural tramp. That 
is what the policy of the Senator from Connecticut would make 
of the people who have gone upon this land in Oklahoma. 

The 8 who are in the far West have enough burdens upon 
them if they get the land for nothing. They are caniyang oe 
of civilization and decency and morality in the West. They are 
people for whom every decent man ought to feel sympathy, and the 

act that some persons may ask you later to give them other land 
is no answer when we say these men can not pay for their lands, 
when we say that those lands are not worth what the Government 
is exacting for them, nor is it an answer when the Senator says 
we have paid $3 an acre for land. What right had you to pay = 
an acreforit? It was land that belonged tothe people. The lan 
of the United States never belonged to the Indians. They belonged 
to the United States in trust for the pee who chose to occupy 
them, and if, in defiance of good legislation, we have given to the 
Indians, as we have, millions of acres for which they had no use 
and to which they had no title, it is no reason why anyone should 
Bay We have made a bad in with the Indians, and we will 
take it out of the people of the United States.” 

You gave to the Indians two-thirds of the State of Colorado in 
the first treaty that was made by you, and not an Indian inside of 
the borders of the State of Colorado had the slightest title to the 
land or ever did have under the Government from which we 
derived the land. No Spanish Government or Mexican Govern- 
ment had recognized title in Indians to the lands, and we took the 
State of Colorado absolutely without any embarrassment of 
Indian title. Yet the Government of the United States, after we 
had been organized into a Territory, by a treaty gave two-thirds 
of that great State to less than 5,000 Indians, and now shall the 
Senator say here that against the people of the United States 
those Indians have title? Lou can not give a title of that kind 
which in morals or in law shall estop us from saying that the 
great mass of people who are seeking homes shall have an oppor- 
tunity to make them upon this land. 

You have no right to take it away, and because you made a bad 
bargain or a wicked trade with the Indians in an early day, say, 
“ You shall pay now the value of this land,” to which, I repeat, 
the Indians have no claim. The Indian title in this country has 
never been a title in fee groep aa we gave it to them. It has 
neyer been a title which has n recognized as more than an 


occupation. We are the only people in the world who have eyer 
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recognized the aborigines as entitled to full com 
land over which they roamed. It is against civilization to insist 
that the Indians now have such title that the Government shall 
pay them the full value for it, or, if they have, to say then that this 

d shall be held to those who are fortunate to have the most 
money and can buy it. 

Mr. President, the policy of the Republican party in its — 
day, when it was the party of the people, was for free homes an 
free soil, and the very ticket for which the Senator voted at the 
last election was nominated upon a platform that declared for this 
identical bill. The American people declared in both of their great 
conventions that they intended that the people should have free 
homes, and if the policy to which the Senator refers was adopted, 
as he says it was, in 1880, the two conventions repudiated 
it. The Senator said the other day that he knew that these things 
got through conventions. That provision of the Republican plat- 

‘orm came into the subcommittee , and it went into the 
whole committee. With the consent of every member of the sub- 
committee and every member of the whole committee, it went into 
the national convention and met the approval of every man there. 
But now the Senator says he is not obligated and that none of us 
is obligated to supportit. The Democratic convention at Chicago 
declared for the same thing, the Populist convention declared for 
the same thing, and if it can be said that there is any one matter 
on which the American people have been heard, it is that they 
intend as long as there is any land to be occupied that it shall be 
areo to the American citizen who is willing to go upon it and make 
a home. 

Mr. President, $35,000,000 is a bagatelle. You waste more than 
that every year on yogur Army. You waste more than that upon 
your ships that will rotin your harbors, and you do it that you 
may protect the great Eastern Coast. You do it at the demand of 
the great corporations who want to make armor and build ships, 
but when an American settler wants, not $400 out of the public 
Treasury, but to be relieved from the payment of that which he 
asserts, and which we who know his condition assert, he can not 

y and ought not to be gen bee: to pay, then the Senator from 
5 and the men who stand with him, who have made 
these great demands of us for twenty years here, to Which we 
have responded, ask us to turn out the settler, put him afloat, and 
make him a tramp. 

Mr. President, so far as Iam concerned, I will give every acre 
of unoccupied land to the men who will 1 A it, and I shall be 
doing my ah to my country when I do it. e great danger to 
the Republic, I repeat, is that 22 have not farmers enough. You 
have too many men in your factories and in your mines and in 
your mills, and not enough on farms. The fathers of the Republic 
saw the danger, and they said, We do not want to have a great 
manufacturing people, becanse the manufacturers and the ‘poopie 
who work in shops are not the men to carry liberty and law; 
they are not the men to be patriotic in every hour of the country’s 
distress.” Every time we have called upon the American people 
we have found the agricultural body responding, and there is 
where our hope lies. 

Thirty-five million dollars, Mr. President! Any Senator on this 
floor ought to be ashamed to talk about it, if we are correct in our 
statements of facts. which the Senator does not deny. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I have not quarreled with the 
statement of facts made here, but I wish to call attention to the 
fact that there have been no petitions to Congress from settlers 
asking for this relinquishment. I wish to attention to the 
fact that there has not been a memorial from any State or from 
the people settled upon any Indian reservation asking for this leg- 
islation. I wish to call attention to the fact that the governcr of 
Oklahoma—and there seems to be some attempt to cast discredit 
upon his representation of the condition in his Territory—in his 
annual report does not mention that it is required. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Ishould like to interrupt the Senator from 
Connecticut for one moment. Iam informed by the Delegate from 
Oklahoma that petitions signed by 200,000 people are on file in the 
House committee, requesting the passage of the pending bill. 

Mr. PLATT. Possibiy. Right here, while on this subject, I 
wish to say a word about the people of Oklahoma. The Delegate 
from Oklahoma is undoubtedly responsible for the passage of the 
pending bill through the other House. It was by his solicitation 
and his earnest effort that it was passed through the other House. 
I think perhaps I should say here—— 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Fourteen million voters voted for this 
proposition. 

r. PLATT. Oh, well, 14,000,000 voters voted that we should 
have a Delegate in Congress from Alaska. Whom does that bind? 
It is to be determined on principle and by what may be supposed 
to be public policy when the question comes here. 

But I was speaking of Oklahoma. The Delegate from Okla- 
homa was earnest and active in securing the passage of this legis- 
lation through the other House. He did not think of the necessi- 
ties of the great Northwest, which has added three times as much 


tion for the, 
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to the bill as was affected by it when it came from the other House. 
But he became a candidate for reelection. He made this an issue 
before the people of Oklahoma. He asked to be reelected on that 
issue, and they voted him down. Neither the governor of Okla- 
homa asked for it, nor have the ple of Oklahoma, in a direct 
issue madein the campaign, seconded this demand from Oklahoma. 

Several days ago the question was asked by the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] of the Senator from Kansas pe 
PEFFER] whether he thought that in any period of the world there 
had been any such progress made as had been made during the 
last forty-two years in the State of Kansas; and I believe it was 

here practically that in the development of wealth and 
population and resources and all that goes to make a State great and 
prosperous there really had been no such development during the 
period of forty-twoyears as had 7 place in Kansas. But I want 
to say that, from my knowledge of Oklahoma, from what the gov- 
ernor says about it, from some little personal observation of it, 
comparing the time of seven years since the establishment of the 
Territory of Oklahoma with the forty-two years since Kansas was 
first made a State, the progress, the development in wealth, in 
population, in resources, in ability to take care of themselves far 
surpass that of Kansas or any other instance in American or in 
the world’s history. 

That may be stating it pretty strongly, Mr. President, but I 
believe it. I believe that never in the history of civilization has 
there been a 1 within seven years’ time of any portion 
of the globe that has resulted in the same 8 the same 
development, the same advancement toward wealth, which have 

occurred in Oklahoma, where it is asked that this law shall be 


appued: RY 
presume there have been petitions in the House, There have 
been none here. 

Now, Mr. President, a single other word. It is an ungracious 
thing to oppose a farmer, an agriculturist, a settler, in any de- 
5 that he may make. I may repeat what I said when I was 
on my feet the other day, that I think I have respect for the 
pioneer and sympathy with the pioneer fully equal to that of some 
of the people who live nearer to him. I think I may go further 
and say that Iam as peso of the development of this country 
which has been wroughtby the people who since its settlement have 
taken up the march of civilization toward the West as any man 
living in that part of the country. 

And I 3 another thing, that while the West, or some por- 
tions of the West, or some ple in the West, as frequently illus- 
trated on this floor, think that something is to be gained for that 
section of the country by sneering at the East, by throwing accu- 
sations in the face of Senators and ogg oma who come from 
the East, I have never heard any tern Senator making any 
such accusations with regard to the West. I have never known 
an Eastern Senator or an Eastern Representative who had any 
prejudice for the population of the West. We regard them as our 
own kith and kin. e know that the influences which built up 
the magnificent territory of the West, that new pee a of the 
earth, had its home and its development in the East; and we regard 
the Western settlers, the pioneers, the men who have developed 
the resources and the 7 elect and the wealth and the strength 
of the West, as members of our own family, and we are sorry to 
see them at any time so far forget their origin as to feel that they 
gain anything by taunting the people in the section from which 
they came. It is no use to the West to have an army or a navy; 
it is no object to the West to spend any money on rivers or har- 
bors; it is all for the East. 

Mr. President, I had not supposed that this was a sectional coun- 
try. Ihaveneversincelhave been a Senator cast a vote with refer- 
ence to what I supposed was a sectional measure or a measure in- 
volving sectional interest pending before the Senate. 1 dislike to 
hear this talk about sectionalism, about the West and its interests 
being opposed to those of the East, and the East and its interests 
being opposed to those of the West. I believe that I have a mind 
and a heart broad enough to ize and take in every section of 
this country in my admiration and in my love. 

It is quite time, Mr. President, that we cease taunting one 
another about the section of the country from which we come and 
in which we live. This is one country, thank God, from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific, and what helps the West helps the East and 
what helps the East helps the West. It is a common country, 
and a Western man can no more divorce his interest from the East 
than the Eastern man can divorce his interest from the West. 
The Northern man can no more divorce his interest from the South 
than the Southern man can divorce his interest from the North. 
There is no measure which is calculated to help any section of 
this country but helps the entire ean 

Let us get rid of this sectionalism, President. Let us get 
rid of this sectional prejudice. For one, if I should be permitted 
to remain in the Senate, it will be a great provocation, to say the 
least, which makes me so far forget that I am a citizen of the 
United States and that all the citizens of the United States are 


my brethren as to retort in kind whenever an attack is made 
upon the East. 

I did not intend to make any remarks beyond what I made the 
other day upon the pending bill. Ihave no doubt there are man 
people who have taken up land under the homestead law with 
the obligation to pay at the end of five years who find it difficult 
and who, perhaps, will find it impossible to make the payment, 
but there are others, Mr. President, who will achieve under their 
settlement what to some men seem a fortune, even if they pay 
for the lands the price which was stipulated. There has been no 
investigation; there is no discrimination. A man who has been 
successful is to receive this donation as much as the man who has 
been unfortunate. 

The point I make about it is that the homestead law has noth- 
ing to do with it. These lands have been acquired upon a condi- 
tion precedent, so far as the settlement is concerned. They have 
been acquired with the understanding that they were wanted for 
5 and that the settlers would reimburse the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to ask the Senator a question. 

Mr. PLATT. I beg Bore for a moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CHILTON in the chair). The 
Senator from Connecticut declines to yield to the Senator from 
Nebraska. 

Mr. ALLEN. Allright. « 

Mr. PLATT. The Senators upon this floor who have seen the 
Government paying out its money for these lands, who have been 
familiar with these lands, or who ought to have been familiar with 
them, never intimated that the Government was paying too much 
money for them. They come in now and say that the Government 
has squandered its money in the purchase of them because the 
lands were good for nothing. But during all the time these pay- 
ments and purchases have been urged upon Congress there has 
not been an indication that the Government was paying for these 
lands beyond their real value, It was only in 1895 that the open- 
ing of the Nez Perces Reservation was made. We were told here 
that those lands were richly worth $3.75 an acre, and now they 
are classed with the arid lands on which nobody can get a living. 

The homestead question does not touch this. Free-homes; land 
for the landless. Yes, as long as the Government has it to give 
to them, but not when the Government has got to buy it to give 
it to them. There is the distinction. It seems that in the desire 
to benefit these people that distinction is wholly lost sight of. 

It was the proposition when these lands were purchased that we 
must buy them so as to afford an opportunity for settlement under 
these conditions. If the homestead act means that we must buy 
lands for people to settle upon as fast as the desirable lands are 
taken up, then the matter must go on as I suggested in reply to 
some inquiries of the Senator from Iowa. If it be the bounden 
8 the Government to provide homes for the homeless and 
lands for the landless at whatever cost, then we can not stop with 
the Indian lands; we must buy other lands. That is the posi- 
tion which is taken here when you analyze it, that the Govern- 
ment must find lands for the landless and homes for the home- 


less. x 

Mr. TELLER. N 4 has taken it except the Senator himself. 

Mr. PLATT. That is the logic of the position here. We bought 
these lands not to give avay Nobody supposed that we bought 
them to give them away. e bought them upon the understand- 
ing that the Government was to be reimbursed. 

ow, it is said that was a bad policy; that it was the Govern- 
ernment’s business to snpply lands to the landless and homes to 
the homeless, and therefore it was PN 3 that we should 
buy them and give them away. If that is the policy, if there are 
no limitations, no qualifications to it, it must go on to the full ex- 
tent of the wildest doctrine of paternalism. The Government 
mustsupport those who can not support themselves. The Govern- 
ment must furnish land to anyone who has not got it and who 
wants it and who is willing to live five years on it, and if the Gov- 
ernment has not got the land it must get it. 

Mr. ALLEN. Who makes that claim? 

Mr. PLATT. That is the logic of the claim which is made here. 
Senators talk about its being a part of the principle of the home- 
stead law. Not at all. 

I take the new case that is coming up for our consideration 
before we get through with the present session. Here is the 
Kiowa, Comanche, and Wichita Reservation. It lies west of the 
Chiekasaw Reservation, and between that and Greer County, in 
Oklahoma, still farther west than where it is said these arid lands 
are which nobody can get a living on. Now, the proposition is 
that we shall put out $2,000,000 more of the Government's money 
to get lands for the landless and homes for the homeless. Pretty 
soon some other Indian reservation lands will be wanted for 
settlers. Then the Government must buy them of the Indians 
and give them to people who desire to settle upon them, in order 
that there may be lands for the landless and homes for the home- 
less. There must be some limitation, Mr. President, upon that 
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rinciple; otherwise we have to go into the business of buying 
3 ks private owners and donating them to individuals. 

The Senator from Colorado thinks we ought not to have paid 
the Indians an: sag; that the land belongs— 

Mr. TELLER. I have never made any such statement at all. 

Mr. PLATT. Well, Mr. President, the Senator from Colorado, 
like myself, gets excited sometimes in talking. 

Mr. TE I never get enough excited to make that state- 
ment. 

Mr. PLATT. If I did not misapprehend the Senator from Col- 
orado, I understood him to say in effect that the Indians had no 
title to these lands, that the Government ought not to have paid 
for them, that the Government could not have given them any 
title which they claimed, and did not give them any title to the 
lands which they claimed. I heard him, I think, refer to his own 
State of Colorado, in which he said that although the Government 
paid the Indians for the title the Indians had no title; that the Gov- 
ernment could not give them any title. } 

Mr. TELLER. Ifthe Senator from Connecticut will allow me, 
I said that in Colorado the case was different from that in the 
other section. We took that country from Mexico, which did not 
recognize any burden of Indian occupation. Now, what I said 
was that the title was in the United States, subject, of course, to 
the embarrassment of the Indian occupation. I never have inti- 
mated that the Governnient of the United States should not have 
paid them something. But when the Senator puts this upon the 

ound that we bought the land as we would buy it of him, that 
is not correct. The Government all the time had a title, as he 


ows. 

Mr. PLATT. If the Senator will look at the remarks which he 
made when the manuscript is handed him this evening, he will 
find that in his zeal 

Mr. TELLER. I will leave it just as it is. 

Mr. PLATT. He will find that in his zeal he went even to the 
extent of saying that the public land of the United States belonged 
to the white poopie 

Mr. TELLER. No, I did not. Isaid “the people.” f 

Mr. PLATT. Well, meaning the white people. He said that 
it belonged to the people who wanted to settle upon it; that they 
had a right to settle upon it; and he will find that the unmistak- 
able inference of his language was that the white ple were 
entitled to the lands which were occupied by the Indians if the 
white people wanted them for settlement; that it did the Indians 
no good, and that the Indians had no right to claim large tracts 
ant bodies of land when the white people wanted them for settle- 
ment. I thought as I was listening to that statement that the 
“ey ries from Colorado would hardly, in his cooler moments, abide 

t. 

Mr. TELLER. If the Senator will allow me, I should like to 
state what my theory is upon that point, and then he may dilate 
on it as he sees fit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Connect- 
icut yield to the Senator from Colorado? 

Mr. PLATT. Certainly. 

Mr. TELLER. My theory as to the public land is that the pub- 
lic land oan, ies to the United States nominally belongs to the 
people of the United States; that the Government holds it in trust; 
and that any man, without reference to his color or anything else, 
if he is a citizen of the United States, has a right to occupy a cer- 
tain limited amount of the public domain under proper regula- 
tions. Ido not think the Government of the United States has 
the legal power to set aside a great tract of country and say it 
shall never be occupied. I do not say that the Government should 
not have paid the Indians something for this shadowy title. Isa 
they should have 5 any title that they had recogniz 
If they paid too much for it, that is another question. 

In my twenty years of public service I have never been for de- 
spoiling the Indian, and the Senator knows that as well as any- 
body on this floor; he knows I have always insisted that the Goy- 
ernment should keep its contracts with the Indians; that if it was 
an unfortunate contract it still should keep it; but if it made a 
contract that was bad, it had noright to shoulder the unfortunate 
contract on the agriculturists of the country, who, in my judg- 
ment, were entitled to this land if they would occupy it. 

Mr. PLATT. Well, Mr. President, I do not know whether we 
made bad barges or not. I have no right to speak of the repre- 
sentations made by members of the other House, but I know that 
Senators residing in the vicinity—perhapsin the States—where we 
have opened these reservations, when the proposition came here 
that the Government should make the appropriations to pay for 
the lands, have never lifted their voices to say that it was nota 
fair price paid for the lands. I think even the Senator from Col- 
orado at last acceded to the purchase of the Cherokee Outlet. I 
do not think that any Senator here, knowing the property, know- 
ing what the Government was paying for it, has ever intimated 
that the Government was paying to the Indians any more than it 
ought to pay to them. 


That is what I object to, Mr. President. I believe in lands for 
the landless and homes for the homeless, furnished under the home- 
stead law, so far as it can be done. But Ido not believe in buying 
lands from Indians, from individuals or syndicates, to give them 
away because of the homestead act. 

That is all the objection I have made here. I have said that 
this has been perfectly understood from the first; that it was un- 
derstood when these payments were made and these lands were 
opened that the Government was to be reimbursed; that we have 
had no evidence here that as to any considerable portion of the 

ple who have taken up homesteads they can not N with 

e terms upon which they were taken up; that both in the open- 
ing of the lands, so far as getting them from the Indians and open- 
ing them to settlement was concerned, and in the very settlement 
of the lands themselves, there was a contract with the Govern- 
ment which ought to be observed if the parties are able to observe 
it, and which, if it is to be relinquished, ought to be not by whole- 
sale, not by sweeping in all ceded reservations, whatever their 
character and whatever the character of their lands, but relin- 
quished upon some wise understanding, upon evidence, upon facts 
as to those cases in which it is proper to relinquish it. do not 
know why a man who under these acts acquired 160 acres of land 
in the eastern portion of the Cherokee Outlet, which he can sell 
the moment he gets his patent for from $15 to $20 an acre, should 
have the price that he to pay relinquished to him. 

Mr. R. They can not do it. 

Mr. PLATT. I do not say that all of them can; but I believe 
we were told there were sections there that were worth $50 an acre; 
and I believe there are many holdings in the eastern portion of the 
3 Outlet that could easily be sold for from $10 to $15 and 

an acre. 

That is not right, Mr. President. If it be right to extend relief 
to some who has = out to the semiarid regions, who has 
gone out too far and got lands that he can not pay for and that he 
can never get a living upon, there should be some discrimination. 
You can not determine whether this ought to be done by the four 
words land on ceded reservations.” t is not a test by which 
to determine it ought in justice and fairness and equity to be 


done. 

Referrin, ain to the Nez Perces Reservation, I understand, 
and I thi am not mistaken about it, that that land is very 
valuable agricultural land, opened only a year ago to settlement. 
The proposition is that because valuable land happened to come 
from a ceded Indian reservation the persons who have taken up 
that land in this way, with the understanding that they were to 
pay for it, shall be relieved from the payment just as much as if 
they were living in a sod house on the very western portion of the 
Great Sioux Reservation, where the rains never fall and where no 
human being, as it is said, can get a living by agriculture. 

There is agung in the principle of the homestead act, in the 
idea of land for the landless and homes for the homeless, of sym- 
pathy with the 5 of admiration for the charac- 
ter of the men who are building up the great West, or in the fact 
that these lands come from ceded Indian reservations purchased 
with the money of the Government for the sake of opening them, 
which justifies the enactment of this wholesale policy. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, this bill, it strikes me, is too 

eneral in its character. When it came to us from the House of 

epresentatives it related only to the lands in the Territory of 
O oma. Now it seems to be extended to all lands that have 
been hitherto ceded to the United States by the Indians, and when 
pedon hereafter without special provision, of course it will apply 
to them. 

I do not agree with the Senator from Connecticut in what is 
implied at least by his remarks, that when we buy lands from an 
Indian tribe the United States is bound to recoup the cost of the 
purchase price of the lands from the actual settlers. 

The Senator from Connecticut says that there is no claim that 
we have paid too much for extinguishing the Indian titles. Mr. 
President, I believe we have paid too much for many of them, and 
I think the Senator from Connecticut knows of at least one or 
two recent purchases, including these in the Territory of Okla- 
homa, where we paid far beyond the amount which should have 
been paid to the Indian tribes which claimed the lands. But, as 
I understand this question of the acquisition of the Indian title, 
it is that we pay for them so much or so little as will enable us 
to acquire the territory we seek to obtain. Therefore, I think 
that the question of price should be segregated from the question 
of what we should do with those lands r they have been pur- 
chased from the Indians. 

As I understand the situation as to many of these tribes, we 
have paid too much for the land. I undertake to say that we 
have paid far too much for the 9,000,000 acres which were pur- 
chased from the Sioux tribe in South Dakota. Those 9,000,000 
acres of land which were acquired from the Sioux tribe are worth 
nothing for agricultural purposes without irrigation, and it will 
be difficult to irrigate them. Thatland may be of some value, 
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and is of some value, for pasturage purposes; and yet it is treated 
in this pill as though it Was agricultural land. 

I made this inquiry because the Senator from Colorado seems to 
dwell upon the idea that it makes no difference if we are giving 
$35,000,000 which belongs to the Treasury by the passage of this 
bill. Mr. President, I do not know the character, and I regret 
that we have not information showing us the character, of each 
one of the reservations which are embraced within the policy of 
this bill. I do not find the information in the ag poste repo e 

The Senator from Connectieut says that the land Nez 
Perces Reservation is worth $3.75 an acre. That is what we paid 
for it. I have no doubt, without any special knowledge of the 
subject, that that sum is less than it is worth. Many of the 
Indian reservations have been scaled down from time to time b 
the encroachments of settlements upon them from the east an 
from the west, and all around them. For one, I do not believe we 
are obliged to pay the Indians a high price for the lands, whether 
it be $8.75 an acre or any other sum, and then leave it open to the 
scramble of the men who may live near the reservations who can 
first get upon them and take them as homesteads. I am perfectly 
willing, so far as the settlers are concerned who have gone upon 
those lands under the authority of law, who have promised to pay 
for them but can not pay for them, and who wish to retain their 
settlement and occupation of them, to relieve them so far as we 
can without regard to the promise that they have made, but I do 
not like to go into this wholesale business of rel all lands, 
whether they be in close proximity to cities or towns in Oklahoma 
or in other Territories or States of this Union, thereby having 
acquired a value of forty or fifty dollars, or it may be $500 an 


acre. 

I shall, however, vote for this bill. Before we have finished the 
discussion the Senator from Colorado will, perhaps, think I will 
not. But 1 think, as it stands, it is too in its character, 
and that it ought to be so limited as that it will apply exclusively 
‘to settlers on agricultural lands who have gone e and at- 
tempted to make homes, but who have been unable to pay for 
their homes, and not to those who have speculated in homes within 
a mile or two of what may have hitherto been 
Oklahoma or elsewhere. 

The Senator from Connecticut says that there is a policy about 
this bill, Iam glad to hear both the Senator from South Dakota, 
who is in charge of the bill, and the Senator from Colorado sa 
there is no policy in it. I want, as one Senator, if I remain in 
body, and while I do remain here, to deal with each Indian reser- 
vation, the price paid for it, and what we shall do with it at the 
time the question properly arises, and not now bind myself by 
law to a policy respecting it. 

As to the original Rae the homestead law, I see the vener- 
able father of that law listening to this debate in the Senate. 
What was its original scope and object, as explained in the House 
of Representatives? It was that the lands, which were far distant 
from the settled portions of our country, should be opened to those 
who might seek them, whether living upon our shores or coming 
to us from abroad, to build up homes and communities. When 
the homestead law ,in my State there was not a farmer 
who lived within 100 miles of the Mississippi River who could 
secure for his crops a sufficient price to pay for their transporta- 
tion from his home to the river, which was his only way to market, 
Therefore our people thought the object of the homestead law and 
its policy at that time was that the new prairie States should be 
opened to settlement. thereby inducing the occupation of that vast 
section, and also inducing railways and other transportation 
companies to reach their homes to take away their products, 
That has been the policy of the homestead law from that time to 


this. 

Ido not think, however, that in its proper scope thatlaw embraces 
the idea that all lands of the United States which have been taken 
in close proximity to cities and towns, and are used and held by 
speculators for speculative purposes, shall be relinquished to them 
because of their purchase. Therefore, while I am willing for one 
to relinquish, so far as the United States can relinquish, to these 
homestead settlers the price they have agreed to pay, I dislike 
exceedingly to vote for a sweeping bill which is to apply to all 
lands acquired from Indian tribes, whether worth 50 cents or 
whether worth $50 an acre. 

As to the provision which we are told has been inserted in the 
Indian appropriation bill for the purchase of certain Indian lands, I 
havenospecial knowledge; but I venture the statement that they are 
not worth one-half of the price named in that bill. Every man who 
enters upon those lands hereafter and tries to secure a homestead, 
unless he can secure it by means of irrigation, will only find him- 
self, as the people of western Kansas in many instances found 
themselves some years ago, starving because of the impossibility 
of anes grain or farm a upon those lands, 

What I object to in this bill is its sweeping nature, By the 


prosperous cities in 


striking out of one or two words in the bill which came to us it is 
made to apply not only to Oklahoma, but to sweep over the entire 


territory of the United States, without accurate knowledge cer- 
tainly upon the part of theSenate—the committee may possess it, but 
they have not furnished it to us—of what is the actual value of those 
lands which were recently or remotely ceded to the United States, 

I have said what I know of the Sioux Reservation. The lands 
already taken up as homesteads on the Sioux Reservation are not 
only unfit for homesteads, but absolutely unfit for anything except 
grazing purposes. Therefore it is holding out a hope to those 
people that we are giving them homesteads, whereas we are not 
giving them homesteads; and for one, I want to protest against it, 

shall vote for this bill against the idea that I am voting out of the 
Treasury $35,000,000, or one-half of it, or more than one-third of it 
for those lands, but 1 do not like to vote, I will state frankly, for a 
bill so sweeping in its character. I shall therefore move toamend 
the bill, in line 6 of section 1, in lieu of the words stricken out, .in 
the Territory of Oklahoma,” to insert “ prior to the passage of this 
act.” So that we at least shall know that this proposed law will 
not include lands hereafter acquired. 

Mr. TELLER. The Senator from Iowa . ALLISON] will see, 
if he will think for a moment, that it is impossible to deal with 
these cases individually. You can not go to work and select from 
the people who are on the ground those who can and those who 
can not afford to pay. That would be an impracticable and an 
impossible thing. you grant relief at all, you must grant it in 
a general way. It is very possible and very probable that some of 
this land conld be made profitable at the price fixed and that some 
of the people who have gone upon it can pay for it. When you 
speak in general terms, you do not mean that there may not be 
exceptions; and I want to disabuse the mind of the Senator from 
Connecticut . PLATT] who has gone out of the Chamber, or 
that of any other Senator, from any impression they may get from 
yeu have said that there can not be farms made upon this 

d land. There can be farms made u that land, and most of 
the men who have gone on the land and are there now will event- 
ually, if they are allowed to remain, make homes, and good Ameri- 
can homes. 

There is not time now to go into a discussion of what may be 
done upon arid land, but I may say in a moment that I live in a 
section of country the most arid of any in the United States; at 
least in my State there is a point where there is less rainfall than 
in any other place in the United States. I can show the Senator 
from Iowa one of the finest orchards he ever saw which has been 
made with water falling only the first year that the trees were put 
out; but I should have to the Senator that it is land that every 
week in the from early in the spring—and our i ne ad are 
early and our falls late—from early in the spring until late in the 
fall every acre of that land has to be plowed and harrowed once 
a week. In that way crops can be raised upon these arid lands. 
But think of the labor of a man who raises 15 or 20 bushels of corn, 
who must cultivate his corn day in and day out systematically. 
Tn that way even in the arid region a man may raise a crop. 

This is not An Aa Toon of whioh weare speaking; itis asemi- 
arid on, capable of being converted into agricultural land by 
the industry, the diligence, the skill, and the intelligence of the 
settler; but it is of that character which requires the utmost labor, 
the utmost skill, the ntmost intelligence, and the utmost diligence, 
and I have felt that when you attempt to build up a community 
in a country like that, it is unfair for the Government to exact 
from the settlers day in and day out the little earnings that they 
could get by such diligence and such zeal. If any man will go 
over that country and see what it costs to settle it, he will think 
that the people have got the land very dearly, that they have taken 
it only because the better regions of the country have been settled, 
and because the best land is now gone they are taking the inferior. 

Mr. President, we did not bu lands; we extinguished the 
Indian occupation and the Indian title, but the land all the time 
remained in the United States. I will admit with the Senator 
from Connecticut and the Senator from Iowa that in some in- 
stances we paid the Indians more than we should have paid; but 
it was better that we should have paid them than that we should 
stand before the public in the position of taking from them, with- 
out their consent, that which we had nominally accorded to them 
and recognized as belonging to them. 

Take the purchase of the millions of acres of the Cherokees. 
We had given to the Cherokees a title which they claimed to be 
an absolute title. We had made a deed, a patent, to them unlike 
that granted in any other section of the country. There was a 
title which we were bound to respect, and they were the owners 
in fee of that land, subject only to this limitation, that when they 
abandoned it, it became the property of the United States and not 
the property of the State in which it would have been located, 
They demanded of us an extortionate sum; there is no doubt 
about that; but I was in favor of paying it. I have said that two 
or three or four million dollars is as nothing compared with eer: 
ing the public faith. You said to the Indians, ‘‘ This is your land; 
we will give it to you for all time; we give you a patent for it; we 
make you a deed.” In addition to that we said to this tribe of 
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Indians, No settlement shall go west of your reservation; for all 
time we will keep that mumy apen to you.” - 

Mr. Presiđent, the State which Fak part represent was included 
in that semigrant. We took that away from the Indians, we 
filled it up with people, we destroyed the game, we destroyed the 
Indians’ opportunity of living in the manner they had been living 
and in the manner they desire tolive. When they came here an 
said, We want a dollar and a quarter an acre,” I knew that price 
was extortionate. We did not want it for homesteaders, but I 
said, ‘‘Itis better to pay that sum,” and I would myself rather 
have the Government of the United States pay $20, 000 than 
to have the people of the world say, ‘‘ You have repudiated an 
honest obligation that you made with these semidependent na- 
tions.” How did we pay it? We made a treaty with the Indian 
tribes. We have extinguished their title and paid more than the 
land was worth, and we will continue in all such cases to pay 
more because of the improvident manner in which we pr ed 
to legislate in the early days. It is one of the taxes and burdens 
put upon us because of our lack of proper care and proper atten- 
tion when we recognized their title to the 2,000,000 acres that they 
say we areto pay for. It is better to pay the Kiowa and Comanche 
Indians than to have the Indians and other pans say we are 
despoiling and robbing them. There is in the appropria- 
tion bill $2,000,000 to be paid to the Turtle Mountain Band of 
Indians, now amounting to some 2,500 or 3,000, when originally 
there were but 220 or 230 Indians, the number haying been in- 
creased by the accretion from other tribes or sections. Those 
people have no title whatever to that land. Every particle of title 
the Chippewas ever had to that land has been extinguished, and 
yet all through the United States there is a great mass of our 
ple who believe that these Indians have been despoiled. So long 
as that sentiment prevails it will be better for us to pay a large 
sum to the Indians than to have the people believe we are despoil- 
ing our wards and robbing them. 

We have the Indians outside of the Five Civilized Tribes prac- 
tically on our hands. We made a treaty with the Ute Indians in 
Colorado—a most important treaty—in 1880, by which we said, 
“We we will support you until you become self-supporting.” 
Mr. President, they will never be self-supporting. They are no 
nearer self-support now than they were sixteen years ago, and 1 
they are occupying the very cream of the land of that State, the 
very heart of it, the very best of it. I would not despoil them; I 
would not take it away from them; but I would pay them for it 
if they would cede it to us, so that the citizens of our country 
might go upon it and make homes. 

Lhave noticed what the Senator from Connecticut has said about 
an attack upon the East. His words were evidently leveled at 
me. Because I had said that the East received benefits from the 
Government that we of the West did not; because I had said that 
we in the West have stood for everyting that the East demanded, 
the Senator charges that I am ma g an attack upon the East. 
Mr. President, during twenty years of public life Í have never 
failed to respond to any demand from any section of my country 
that I believed to be just and right. I have had no feeling of sec- 
tionalism, and there is none whatever in my 2 of the country. 
As the Senator said, we are the children of the East. We have not 

forgotten our origin. We have left behind us more relatives and 
friends in the neighborhoods from which we went than we have 
in the land to which we have gone; we are as dearly connected 
with the East—and the extreme East—many of us, as the people 
who live there. All their associations of the past are ours, all 
their reputation and their glory are ours, but we do feel sometimes 
that you in the East have not realized that we are encountering 
obstacles which you upon the coast do not encounter, that we are 
away from the great avenues of trade, and that when you ask us 
to appropriate money for rivers in Maine, in Massachusetts, and 
in other sections on the Atlantic Coast, it is not for our benefit, 
except, as I agree with the Senator, that whatever is for the benefit 
of the East is likewise for the benefit of the West. 

I wish, Mr. President, that I could feelin my heart that at all 
times in the East that feeling was responded to as I believe we 
have responded to it in the West. I wish thatthe East would 
always feel that what is the interest of the West is the interest of 
the East, But we have had reasons sometimes to think that the 

East did not appreciate that fact, and sometimes when we knew 
that we had responded to every patriotic demand, and when we 
have seen benefits withheld from us, we have felt that it was not 
through prejudice, but ignorance of our condition and ignorance 
of our wants. That is all I meant to say. When you have asked 
us for coast-defense appropriations, you have found the entire 
West at your back; when you have asked us for ships, when you 
have asked us for river and harbor improvements, you have always 
found us voting for them. 

This bill is of vast interest to the West; itis of vast interest to 
a class of people who ought to be entitled, I repeat, to the sym- 
pathy of the American people; it is in the interest of a class of 
people who lie very near at least to my heart if they do not to the 


hearts of other Senators; it is in the interests of the men who have 
carried the flag of civilization and morality and religion in the 
West, and who have built up those great Commonwealths. These 
are the men who have built up Kansas and Nebraska, and, hav- 
ing been unfortunate, left those States where land had become too 
high for them and emigrated to the newer regions. They are the 
pioneers; they are the men who have made farms in other States 
and failed. They may be failures, but they are American citi- 
zens, and they are good American citizens; and if the Governmen 
relinquishes to them a few dollars an acre it is a paltry sum, and 
the Government will get back thousands and thousands of dollars 
where it has expended one, 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the Senator from Colorado if he has 
in mind any specific instance where the Commonwealth of Massa-, 
chusetts has failed to support any desire of the Western people for 
their advantage? 

Mr. T. . Well, Mr. President, I should not care to go into 
any specific charge, for I am not making any, I only said that 
sometimes we felt that they did not appreciate our condition. I 
have no complaint to make of any Senator or of any section of the 
country beyond what I have sai 

Mr. HOAR. I understood the Senator to say that when the 
West had done everything that the East desired in the way of 
rivers and harbors, and ships and coast defenses, the East had 
failed to understand the conditions in the West—through ignor- 
ance, he was kind enough to say, but not rouge malice or proj- 
udice—and I want to know if there is any specific instance in 
mind in reference to my own State? 

Mr. TELLER. Ido not recall any reference to Massachusetts, 
and if I did, I should not care to detail it. I want to say, in 
explanation of that statement, which may seem peculiar, that the 
Senators who si gas the West are, with rare exceptions, not 
Western born. I have served now in the Senate and in another 
capacity in public life for twenty years; I have known the men 
who represented the West, and very largely they have been men 
born east of the Alleghany Mountains. They are familiar with 
the East; they go and they come. There is not a Senator in the 
West who does not every year go to the East. Your coasts of 
Maine and Massachusetts are as familiar to us as is the interior, 
Not so with the Senators from the East. They rarelycome toour 
section of the 5 have sat in this Chamber with men for 
years who had never west of Chicago, who absolutely knew 
nothing about the great West; who have no comprehension of its 
great population and its great wealth; and that may be the rea- 
son—I do not pretend to say that it is owing to sectionalism or 
prejudice—but they are unacquainted with our wants; and as we 
men from the West are tty ive, active, and pushing in 
matters that we believe to be in the interests of our section of the 
country, if may be they have come to think that perhaps we are 
sometimes unduly making demands upon them. It is not worth 
while for us to bandy words. I agree with the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts that the great West and the great East are so closely 
linked together with the center, that what is the interest of one ig 
the interest of all; and upon that I think I can stand upon my 
record in the Senate. No man can accuse me of ever having voted 
against any Eastern interest because it was an Eastern interest, if 
he can find that I ever voted against an Eastern interest at all, 
which I think he would have a great deal of difficulty in doing. 

Mr. President, I have said a great deal more about this question 
than I intended to say, but I havesaid it because, as I said before, 
the interests of these people lie very close tome. They are notin 
my State, but they are the classof men with whom I have been in 
contact now for more than a generation. For nearly forty years 
I have been coming in contact with the men who broke the prairie 
sod and made the settlement of the West. When all the history 
shall be written, when the truth shall be told, it will be seen that 
there was never a better class of men than the men who have done 
this oe work and built up those great States. They may be 
called by hard names in political campaigns; but there is as much 

triotism, as much love of country, as much love of God and 

aw in the West as there is in any part of this country of ours. 
It is for that class of men, unfortunate and now in distress, that 
I have appealed to the Senate in the way I have. 

Mr. President, if my zeal has led me to say what I ought not 
to have said, I shall regret it, and yet I believe that I have not 
told one-half of the truth, nor have I presented this case as it ought 
to be presented to the American people. If it could be presented 
we would have got the full verdict of the people, as I claim we did 
when the two conventions declared for this principle and for this 
law. I believe that if this question were submitted to the Amer- 
ican oe there would not be any question as to what they would 
do. They would say, These hardy sons of toil are entitled to the 
mere pittance of $2.50 an acre; take it, and make your home a fit 
place upon which to rear American citizens, a fit place for an 
American citizen, an American freeman, to live.” ` 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, this is a proposition tò give 
free homes to certain classes of persons now occupying the land 
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and to those who may hereafter occupy similar lands—necessarily 
so. What were the circumstances under which those lands were 
occupied? Before discussing that, let us see what the homestead 
law was intended for. 

The senior Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] touched upon 
the truthful point in regard to homesteads. The homestead meas- 
ure was introduced at a time when there were millions and hun- 
dreds of millions of acres of unoccupied lands in the West. 
1 the whole Western country was unoccupied. Born 
and reared in the county in Missouri where I now reside, I have 
some knowledge of the Western country. I have traversed Kan- 
sas when there was scarcely a white man within its borders, 
Here was an invitation given to the people of the United States 
to Imigranti from every nation and clime, to come here an 
occupy those lands. They were invited to make homes on the 
lands, and they were told that when they had complied with those 
laws they should have title. 

Now, was that law enacted or was it ever intended to apply to 
lands which were surrounded by walls of homes and firesides, as 
these lands are—the wall in Kansas, 175 living right down to 
the border; the wall in Missouri. people living right to the border? 
Was it ever intended to apply to lands which we bought, lands 
for which we obligated ourselves to pay, and lands for which we 
shall have to pay? The homestead law was never intended for 
any such tracts of land as those embraced in the pending bill. It 
is a perversion of the object and eed ges of that law to undertake 
to make it * to such lands. 

These lands were not made subject to entry and disposition 
under the general land laws. They were not public lands in the 
true sense of the word. They were not opened to settlement under 
the general law. They were opened to settlement under a specific 
law. That law was advertised. The result of it was, that ten 
times as many people as could secure land stood there in a great 
wall, ready to rush over and make the grab. What was the result? 
Iwillread a letter which I have received from one of the men who 
made the struggle for a home and hear what he says. He is there, 
and knows the situation: 

We trust that you and Senator Vest will not vote for the unjust free-home 
bill. This is a county and is settled by many Missourians. It isa fact 
that not more than one in five of the citizens from Missouri got a homestead, 


fhe other four either settled in towns on the “Strip” or else returned to 
mri, Any of them would have been glad to have had the chance to get 


souri made the run for homesteads in one county 
only 500 men go’ k 
or returned ri. you make a present of $400 apiece to only such 


this when you the free-home bill—and not 75. one cent to the other 2,000 
men who Niled to got farms? They all were at great expense, and they got 
nothing who failed to getfarms. Even the citizens heredo not expect to get 
homes. It is a movement ot! politicians who expect to get office 
this agitation. There have never been 100 voters at a free-home meet 
here on the “Strip.” They expect to pay for their homes. If you give 


Five it to all in towns and on farms. 


Mr. TELLER. Will the Senator from Missouri give the name 
of his 8 ondent? 
Mr. COCKRELL. No, sir; I will not give his name. I will 
not subject him to the harsh criticism of the few men who are 
ressing this measure. It would not be just to do it. I know 
e gentleman personally, and he is an honorable and truthful 
man. The Senator from Iowa knows him, too. 
- Mr. President, where has the demand come from? These peo- 
ple settled upon those lands. They made the race for them. It 
was a struggle, a fearful struggle, and acontest. They wanted 
to take the lands at the terms upon which they were offered. They 
were lucky; they were fortunate. Some of them have splendid 
homes, as good as there are in any State of this Union, for there 
are agricultural lands in that section of the country just as 
as you will find in Iowa or Illinois. Yet those settlers got them 
for $2.50 an acre, and we now propose to release them from the 
payment of it and turn around and make the men in Missouri and 
elsewhere, who failed to get homes, pay $2.50 an acre for these 
lands for which we are bound to reimburse the Indians, Where 
is the justice, where is the equality, where is the honesty in any 
such measure? 
Ihave as much sympathy for those people as has any Senator 
on this floor, for an immense number of them were formerly 
citizens of my State; but shall I vote to tax the 2,000 Missourians 
who tried to get homes in Oklahoma and failed, and who came 
back after having incurred expense and delay, and after having 
expended their labor, in order to give free homes to the 500 who 
were successful in securing them? I can not see the justice of it. 
I wish I could help these people. I have as much sympathy for 
those who are unable to pay for their homes as has anyone on this 
floor, and I have equal sympathy for the hundreds, at least, if not 
thousands, of men in Missouri who have gone to the land office 
and paid $1.25 an acre in cash for their homes, have settled upon 
them, have borrowed money for the purpose of making homes 
and have been unsuccessful by reasons of failure of crops and 
other contingencies against which they were not able to provide, 


and whose homes have been sold from under them, and they have 
had to vacate. They have been unfortunate. Shall they be taxed 
to pay for homes for the comparatively few who went into Okla- 
homa? I can not see the justice of it. Ican not see whyI should 
let my sympathy go out to the few farmers in Oklahoma who-haye 
been unfortunate to the extent of imposing burdens for their ben- 
efit upon the equally meritorious and honest citizens of Missouri 
and other States who have been unfortunate and who have lost 
their homes. 

_ You make no distinction. Whereis the justice of that? There 
is aman who got 160 acres of land which to-day he can sell for 
twenty-five or thirty dollars an acre, and here is another man who 
got too far west, got into the semiarid region—this is not all semi- 
arid land—got where it was probably too sandy or toorocky. He 
undertook to make a home, and he failed. ow, shall the man 
with the 160 acres of rich land, as fertile as any in the Mississippi 
Valley, be given the 160 acres of land and all the people of the 
United States be taxed to pay for it, simply because you want to 
benefit an unfortunate one? Discriminations can be made. If 


sympathy is the cause, let sympathy run only where it is deserved. 


You can make distinctions, I beg to say, 4 Proper commission. 
The matter can be adjusted and there can be relief where it prop- 
erly belongs, and not for the enrichment of the rich. Thereis an 
easy way. The Government has power, by a commission or other- 
wise, to distinguish between the meritorious, the just, and the 
deserving, and those who are not. 

There are plenty of men occupying these lands to-day who are 
as rich as one-third of the Senators upon this floor. Shall they be 
given free homes? Shall they be given this privilege and the 
whole people be taxed to reimburse the Indians? For reimburse- 
ment comes; it is inevitable. In addition you set a precedent 
which in the future will make many honest men, who have paid 
for their homes in cash and lost them by reason of the failure of 
crops and other causes of that kind, believe that they ought to 
have their purchase money back; that they are just as much en- 
titled to have it refunded as these men are entitled to have the 
Government pay this money to the Indians and release them from 
their payments to the Government. 

Mr. President, as I said, I wish this were a case where I could 
honestly and conscientiously extend to the worthy and deserving 
my aid, but I can not vote for the pending bill. 

. STEWART. Mr. President, the letter which the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL] read does not ee be entirely 
impartial. It leaves the impression that the writer is one of those 
who did not get any land, and he might look with some jealous 
upon those who did, At all events, he does not take a br 

ew of the question. 

It is very probable that there are a few lucky ones who went to 
Oklahoma and got lands on which they can live. Those who were 
most fortunate in that Territory, however, were the first who 
went there, and who went there as homestead settlers. There are 
seven counties so settled in the best part of the Territory. Such 
persons were the fortunate ones. There may be some, a very few, 
who went there under the late purchase—— 

Mr. PETTIGREW, Will the Senator allow me for one moment? 


The first settlers who went to Oklahoma were not required to pay - 


for the lands. We opened up 2,000,000 acres of the best of it to 
homestead ng 

Mr. STEWART. That is the way I understand it. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. And those persons are not included within 
the provisions of this bill. 


STEWART. They are not included in this bill. They have 


their lands as homestead settlers. It is making a very harsh dis- 
tinction between them and their neighbors who went farther west 
upon land the general character of which I know to be semiarid 
and 8 to get regular crops. There is an occa- 
sional year when they can get a crop, but asa rule the dry seasons 
far exceed the seasons of sufficient rain. Those people are in a 
very sad condition, as I witnessed when I was on the committee 
investigating the question of irrigation along the line between that 
country and I have been in and across that country. It 
is pee the same quality of land that is found on the 9 
side. People have great difficulty in living there. 

But that is not the point about which I rose to speak. I wish 


again to call the attention of the Senate to the provisions of the. 


homestead law, which have worked so beneficially, and to protest 
against adopting a different rule now when the best lands are all 
gone. There is a vast region of country within the boundaries of 
the United States that is unoccupied. It is called the arid region. 
The arid and the semiarid region comprises about two-fifths of 
the entire area of the United States. It would support millions of 
people if it could be reclaimed, but it generally requires a combi- 
nation of men and capital to bring in the water. It requiresa 
different kind of cultivation—it requires a knowledge of irriga- 
tion, which our ple are kernik very rapidly. The process of 
settlement must be slow. It is q te as important that that part 
of the country should be occupied as that any other part of our 
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land should be, It is a very fertile country, and when once re- 
‘claimed it will be a erent addition to the wealth of this country. 
It is all we have, and we ought to apply to it the most liberal rules. 

I have been urged by people in that region to apply to Congress 
for appropriations to carry out irrigation. I have declined to 
undertake it, because it is not the kind of appropriation that Con- 

ess has been accustomed to make. The people in that region 

eel that they have not had an equal chance with those who set- 
tled in the Mississippi Valley, where they could have a home. To 
make a discrimination now against Ma bart who are piling to 
undertake the reclamation of the far West seems to me very dis- 
couraging. If anything can be done that will encourage those 
people, if anything can be done to lead them to open this country, 
which will be vahy valuable when reclaimed, Congress out to do 
it. By this harsh discrimination against those who are trying to 
subsist upon the semiarid lands you will discourage others. It 
will prevent others from making the effort. If they believe that 
$1.50 or $1.25 per acre, or any other amount, is going to be de- 
manded, they will not contemplate undertaking enterprises which 
they might otherwise establi But with a liberal policy on the 
part of the Government there would be great progress farther 
west. 

I think the pipe ap! of commencing now to make those who 
attempt to settle upon Western lands pay for theirlands, when we 
did not make peop e pay for lands in the Mississippi Valley, is bad 

licy, and it will do great harm to the country, I think we will 

ose much more by discouraging them by this kind of parsimon 
than we would by continuing the policy that has done so muc 
good. There can be no doubt that the best policy the Govern- 
ment can porene is to 5 people to occupy this vast area 
of land, which, when reclaimed, vill be equal to Say on earth. 
The undertaking is great. It is very discouraging. Men go there 
and return because they are unable to construct the works neces- 
sary to make it possible to live. Do not throw any sea 
ments in their way. Suppose a few of the men who went on the 
Oklahoma lands should get good lands. They would only get 
what their neighbors got in greater quantities and immense abun- 
dance in the Middle States, where they were nearer the market. 

In these times it is very difficult for those who have lands to 
cultivate to raise enough money to pay for the land and support 
their families. It is almost an impossibility if the land is ever so 
good. They do not have the advantage of those living near the 

eat cities, where they have a market. Transportation is high, 
the prices of agricultural products are extremely low, and there 
is no legislation pending to increase the value of agricultural 
products, There is no asin in the future. These men are 
suffering from year to year. I say do not let us attempt to extort 
money where money can not be paid. It seems to me cruel and 
unjust, and I hope the Senate pass the bill as it came from the 
committee and show that there is a feeling of generosity, at least, 
toward those who are attempting almost an impossibility for poor 
men to 8 But in time, as 1 increases, if the 
policy of the Government is liberal, there will be continual recla- 
mations of these lands, and finally we will add vastly to the power 
and wealth of this country. Let us continue the policy that has 
made great States and see if it can be applied so as to build up 
other great States in the far West. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I wish to say just a word in re- 

ly to the Senator from Connectieut Mr. PLATT] and the Senator 

om Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL]. I shall not undertake to discuss 

iu measure at any length, because I have done that to my satis- 
action. 

The Senator from Connecticut, when he refused to recognize 
my right to interrupt him, which was proper enough, was 
an assertion which I desired at that time to correct. He sai 
that we obtained these particular lands under some condition 
precedent which did not apply to the contract under which the 

revious lands were kaiaia] and given to homestead settlers. I 

o not think the Senator from Connecticut meant to assert any- 
thing of the kind, There may have been some slight difference 
in the terms of the contract, but we have acqui the title to 
athe acre of land in this country which we have given to home- 
stead settlers by extinguishing the Indian title and by purchasing 
the land and opening it to homestead settlement. 

Now, what difference, so far as concerns thelegal phase of the two 
transactions, is there between the method by which we acquired 
title to the millions of acres that were given away under the gen- 
eral homestead law and the manner in which we acquired title to 
these lands? There is no difference whatever. The truth is that 
this Government thirty-five years ago entered upon the policy of 
extinguishing the Indian title to our lands, making them a part of 
the public domain, and opening the land to settlers, upon the theory 
that the development and settlement of the country, in adding to 
the aggregate wealth of the nation, would amply compensate for 
any expense the nation was pos to in the acquisition of the lands. 
The same reasoning that applied to the enactment and the enforce- 
ment of the general homestead law of 1862 applies now to these 
lands, and there is not the slightest distinction in principle be- 


tween the manner in which those different lands were acquired 

by the Government, - 

4 ig he with the Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEWART] who has 
us 


aken his seat that the letter read by my honorable friend 

e Senator from Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL] condemns the very 
witness he offers. The letter goes on to recite that twenty-five 
hundred Missourians undertook to rush into Oklahoma Territory 
and ig homesteads, as merina arightto do. This man was 
one of the twenty-five hundred. His horse was not fast enough, 
possibly, or some misfortune may have overtaken him, and he did 
not succeed in getting a homestead. He was compelled to return 
to Missouri, or to go into one of the villages of Oklahoma, and he 
did not obtain the benefits of the act. 

He is, therefore, slightly envious of the 500 Missourians who 
did succeed, and because he was unfortunate in not obtaining a 
homestead such as he desired he wishes that the screws shall be 
put upon every man who did obtain a homestead and who has been 
a victim of the drought which has afflicted that country for many 
8 I have no doubt in my own mind that if the honorable 

nator’s correspondent had been successful in acquiring a home- 
stead, and drought had overtaken him and destroyed his crops, he 
would have been among the most clamorous of the inhabitants of 
the Territory for relief from the conditions which have been im- 
posed upon the settlers, 

Of course, Mr. President, you can go into some of the little 
towns and cities in Oklahoma and find men who have a pecuniary 
interest in defeating the homestead bill. It is a money-making 
transaction with them. They are shrewd, s men. They 
know how to write letters, and they beseech Senators and Mem- 
bers to defeat this measure, putting it upon high moral grounds 
in their letters, but designing, in fact, to profit financially them- 
selves by its defeat. There are not many of them, but there are 
some. Ihave received letters from Oklahoma and elsewhere, from 
hundreds of men whom I have known for years, some of whom I 
have known for thirty years or more, who are just as reliable as 
the correspondent of the Senator from Missouri or any other man, 
and they tell of conditions existing there that make it imperative 
upon the part of the Government to turn these lands over free to 
these settlers, or else it will be necessary for the Government to 
resume possession of the lands that the cattle kings may run their 
ae over them and herd on them free of charge for generations 

come. 

The Senator from Missouri was much concerned about his con- 
stituents being compelled to help pay for these lands. Mr. Presi- 
dent, we appropriate money by the millions and almost, I was 
going to say, by the Banden of millions every year to subsidize 
steamship and railroad companies, and to throw into the rivers 
and harbors and creeks and obscure estuaries of this country, 75 
per cent of which is lost to the American people, upon the suppo- 
sition that we are promoting the general welfare of the nation and 
the interest of all the people. We have given over $120,000,000 for 
the construction of railways, to bring the extreme East and West 
together, to hold the Union together at one time, and to develop 
the interior of the country, upon the supposition that the settle- 
ment of the country following the railways would bring to the 
national wealth infinitely more than the Government would ex- 
pend in pic, n the construction of the circ i I am not pre- 
pen to say that the reasoning was . aulty, although I 

ink it wWas anity in some respects. e give bounties and sub- 
sidies with liberal hand upon that supposition. And yet, Mr. 
President, when it comes to making the American home secure, 
which is the starting point of all e and all permanency 
in this country, we hesitate and dawdle and dicker over a dollar 
or two an acre for arid land. 

What can make our institutions more secure, what can make 
American society more permanent and more enduring, than 
giving every man and every woman and child an opportunity to 
own and occupy a portion of the soil that they can conscientious] 
and truthfully sp Boe their home? You can not make citi- 
zens of tramps. You can not make good and anent citizens 
of men who have no home. The hardships that these men and 
their wives and families will undergo incident to the settlement 
and development of this semiarid region will be a thousandfold 
worse and more onerous than the loss of the money the Govern- 
ment would sustain by giving them the opportunity. What is to 
become of them? Senators say they must pay. The Senator from 
Connecticut, like Shylock, is demanding the pound of flesh from 
these settlers. 

Mr. President, they have not the money to give. That is all 
there is to it. They went into this semiarid country with a few 
hundred dollars, constructed sod shanties and little cabins, broke 
a few acres of land, and made some other structural improve- 
ments, investing in most instances all they had and more than 
the land itself was worth. What is to become of the money wey 
have invested in these lands, in homes, in stables, in fencing, an 
in breaking, if they are driven from them by the action of the 
Government? All this will be lost, and the thousands and tens 
of thousands of persons who are inhabiting these semiarid homes 
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will be driven from them, and will be cast as a burden upon the 
balance of thenation. They must live; they must have 22 
tunity to work. If they are N sir, to undergo the 
incident to pioneer life in laying the foundation of great commu- 
nities that are to be, is it not wise policy for us to encourage 
D the 5 of giving them the land as a foundation with which 
No, Mr. President; if the policy of this nation in subsidizing 
railways and steamship companies and giving public money to 
improve rivers and harbors is a wise policy, it is 3 
wise, as it is more just, to give to those who are ing to 
establish a home an opportunity to do so without exac any 
money from them. > 
Mr. CARTER. Mr. President, I should at this late hour refrain 
from offering further remarks on the pending mesure were it not 
for the fact that certain questions have arisen in the course of the 
een relative to a lack of information on the part of the 
nate, 
The eminent Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. VILAS 
that this body was not in ion of sufficient evidence u 
which to base action 8 the lands included in the 


cerning 
vation included within the bill or to which its terms t apply. 

This Government for many years has maintained and now 
in operasion at great expense a scientific department known as the 
Geological Survey, and as a subdivision of that Bureau certain 
learned men have been for years giving poaa attention to cli- 
matic conditions all over the territory of the United States. By 
and through investigation condu by these capable men, we 
have as a net result before us in the Senate Chamber a map show- 
ing the limits of what is known and d ted as the region 
of the United States. With the exception of asmall portion of 
the ceded land in the State of Minnesota to which the bill will 
apply, every acre of land subject to its provisions, with an excep- 
tionin Oklahoma, will be found within the limits of the arid region. 

This arid region may be cultivated; its soil is fertile and its 
climate very frequently conducive to the rapid growth of vegeta- 
tion; but it always involves, in order to import the element of 
certainty into the transaction of farming, a necessity for artificial 
irrigation. This necessity places upan the settler the burden of 
reclaiming the land, at a cost of from $10 to $12 per acre upon 
the general average. This is a burden never before encountered 
by a settler on the continent prior to the approach of settlement 
to the borders of the arid region. 

The suggestion has been ther made that the reason for the 
passage of the homestead law has long since ceased to exist; that 
the original 2 of that law was to induce citizens to go out 
into the wilds of the far, far West, there to build up homes, sub- 
due savages, reclaim arid plains, and level the forests. The unten- 
able character of the position thus taken will be made quite 
obvious upon very slight reflection. 

In 1862 the Ilinois Central Railroad extended through the State 
of Illinois from north to south, and no part of the State of Illinois 
was more than 90 miles distant from the Ilinois Central road. 
Numerous railroads traverse that State from east to west, and the 
land of Ilinois, which to-day is worth from $20 to $150 and 8200 
an acre for farming purposes, was taken up by the homestead set- 
tler, and title given by the General Government as free as the 
summer air, save only for the burden of land-office fees attached. 
The same was practically true of the State of Iowa; the same was 
true of the State of Minnesota, and the State so ably represented 
by the eminent Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. VILAS]. 

The passage of that law in 1862 was an eminently wise act, as 
the sequel well shows. Never in the history of the world in any 
country on the habitable globe has such symmetrical, healthy, 
and vigorous settlement occurred as has occurred under the 
homestead law passed by a wise Congress in 1862. 

Mr, President, we gave nothing away in giving thisland. From 
a country from which the Government received comparatively no 
revenue at all in 1862, we have developed human necessities, con- 
tributing their share to the Government expense, until the inter- 

nal revenue from that once uninhabited section amounts in the 
aggregate now, as collected between 1863 and beled proas date, to 
nearly one-half the total internal revenue collected in that period 
by the General Government, or 81,571,000. 000 collected between 
1863 and 1865 from the people of these public-land States to assist 
in discharging the various obligations of the General Govern- 
ment. 

Let this be suggested as worthy of reflection that no country 
under the sun has ever 8 undertaken to make a profit 
of the pioneers or settlers. The erence between the Spanish 
system, the system of the Cavalier and the Pilgrim in this coun- 
try, clearly demonstrates this. The Spanish pioneers or first ad- 
venturers sought merely to extort the loose money, coin or bullion, 


found in the hands of the abo , and the whole policy pro- 
ceeded thenceforward upon the theory of extortion Petar ie woes 


ps 5885 The policy of our forefathers, on the contrary, in this North 


erican country was the direct opposite; it was enco e- 
ment of settlement, the development of individual citizenship, 
and a home life around the settler. While the dominion of Spain, 
with its history of rapacity and greed, is grad 

tential or important on this hemisphere, the theory of Anglo- 
on government has resulted in the development of a migh 


It is suggested, however, that the settlers in Oklahoma made 
contracts with the Government of the United States, and it is 
not within our power to waive the obligations thus assumed. 
The settlers did not voluntarily assume the obligations in the full 
knowledge of the consequences and conditions. To begin with, 
in all the country in Oklahoma save what is known as the Chero- 
kee Outlet and the seven counties constituting the original Okla- 
homa country, by virtue of the treaty with the Indians, the mem- 
bers of the tribes were permitted to make selections of land prior 
to the 1 up of the country to settlement. With What 
result? e Indians being permitted to go at will prior to the 
approach of the settler and select their allotment in 160-acre 
tracts, selected in each and every case the very cream of the 
entire country. In the one county of Blaine, in the Territory of 
Oklahoma, the Delegate from that Territory informs me, and I 
have no doubt correctly, that 1,200 Indian allotments were taken 
in that one county pior to the o of the country to settle- 
ment. The 1,200 allotments em tóna an area of 192,000 acres, 

up all the desirable land along the streams, taking up 
every available place which could be made the subject of barter 
and sale and profit on shortnotice, leaving to the settler who came 
in the high, rolling plains, the places without water supply or 
timber, and upon the high, rolling pleins some of the settlers have 
been s ing ever since. It been a close question, not ag 
to their ability to pay the Government the purchase price of 
the land, but to live without becoming a public charge on the 
chery = kindly disposition of benevolent people throughout 

e country. . 

Tnis bill is of incidental concern only to the r tive commu- 
nities surrounding these reservations. To the citizen of Wiscon- 
sin seeking a home it is of very great importance that the home- 
stead law should be permitted to operate over these reservations. 
It is of interest and importance to the citizen of every State, of 
every Territory, that the homestead law should continue. 

The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] suggests that wé 
propose a new policy here. We do not propose anything in the 
nature of a new policy. We propose the reestablishment and con- 
tinuance of an ancient policy under which the most beneficent 
results have been obtained for all the people of all the country. 

The passage of this bill is not urged in any sectional spirit. We 
think it is a matter of national concern. Frequent reference to 
sections and States can be of no special use or benefit to any part 
or portion of our common country. A generous rivalry between 
States and sections may conduce to the general good; invidious 
references can only tin injury. 

We ask for the passage of this bill because of the fact that the 
application of the homestead principle to these undesirable lands 
is an object of common justice to the settlers who reside upon 
them, and in view of the fact that in all the years prior to 1880 
during which the homestead law was in existence, the great Com- 
monwealths of the Mississippi Valley were filled up—broad acres 
of fertile land taken—we 5 t that the extension of the policy 
to the less desirable lands is an act of ordinary, plain, simple jus- 

ce. 

To insist upon these payments from the settlers wul not result 
in placing $17,000,000 or $35,000,000 in the public — The 
people can not get the money to make the payments. To insist 
upon the payment if collections can be e would be to place 
upon the pioneer homesteader on the frontier the burden of sup- 
porting the North American Indian, which is a common burden 
attached to the entire people represented in their Government. 
From every point of view, in common justice and as wise public 
policy, this measure should be ; 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, I wish to make but a few 
remarks at this time in connection with the bill. I want to say 
in the beginning that the hope of securing revenue by the defeat 
of the pending bill will be a disappointment. We propose by this 
legislation to give title to 160 acres of this land to any person who 
will go upon it, reside for five years. make it his exclusive home 
and residence, and place at least 5 acres of it under cultivation. 

These reservations were purchased from four to eight years ago, 
none of them less than four years, and some of them—those of the 
largest area—eight years ago; and yet the revenue of the Govern- 
ment from the sale of the lands has amounted to less than $500,000, 
Year by year Congress has been called upon to extend and has 
extended the time of payment on these homestead entries because 
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ear before t 

or these le to make payment, and now we find that it is im- 
possible ibe then to pay at all. The simple question is whether 
we shall drive these people from the land and leave it to be occu- 
pied by the grazers of cattle or give the settlers a title to the lands 
and let tea ano that as a basis of credit to secure a small herd of 
cattle and continue their residence in that country. 

I have here a letter from Mr. Small, who resides upon one of 
these quarter sectionsin my State. He located upon the Sisseton 
and Wahpeton Reservation the season when it was first opened. 
He went there with considerable money. He makes an excellent 
statement. He makes a statement which answers every objection 
which has been made against the passage of the pending bill. I 
ask the Secretary to read the letter so that it may appear in the 
RECORD. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. TheSecretary will read as indicated. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

ton Reservation the settlers a 
3 a hip in malt ng ths 8 for the land, but the co ons 


have bee: h as to make it impossible. The reservation was se on the 
Me ont The first summer was necessarily mt in breakin, 


re- 


r acre and selling at 45 to 48 cents per bushel, hence t 
Ther in debt. Tae petal bya 1895, the crop was from 5 to 15 bushels per acre 
and brought 40 to 45 cents per bushel. The crop of this year ave about 
15 bushels per acre,and the bulk was sold at about 50 cents per bushel. Set- 
tlers being confined to 100 were only able to put in a comparatively 
. 5 vo been short of enough to more than sup- 
“port m, and hardly A 
PX ow, the ple who settled on this land were mostly Scandinavians from 
Towa and Minnesota, and were people who had saved up from $100 to $500. 
Inquiry among many settlers leads me to place the average at $200. These 
economical, and 


‘urnish people had 
sell the in should have kept to live on. Sevent — 5 out of 160 peo- 
ple in Blooming Valle 5 to be 80 ded for in 1891. At 

resent, from extended inquiry, I know of no one in this whole section who 
not in debt more than one crop ahead, and allowing that to be a good one. 
Now, if the Government forces a payment on this land, whereis the money 
them Sill lond $100, or 62.20 per acre, on any of the land, unless Zhe iumrere: 
them en or per acre, on any oi un e improve- 
ments are wo that amount. The prin bank in Milbank 
there were but four claims in this 
would lend $4000n. And where is the company that will lend enoughmoney to 


pr 

on the land to prove u naking à moetgage on claims. So, what 

se —— People to dot ‘Lose homes they have created? The land that 
jo 


just as as and many settlers have acq acres at a total cost 
CH wae! y taking a homes a tree claim, and preemp' 160 acres. 
are still vacant, just as good as this can be taken under the 


th 
there would be no trouble in m g the ef yea There are many relin- 
quishments tha‘ t to-day at less 


t can be 15 
on the claim. To sum up. the peop 


work t to gain a bare li on. If this payment is forced, what is the 
Government to gain? 0 lə will be driven off; they can not borrow 
money to vo up; others will file on the claims. and over So pee people will 
be deprived of five years’ hard labor and the savings of several years more. 
If the bill passes, they will ually get out of debt, make good citizens, 
and become customers o! 6 in the East who may have a few 
cents to pay if the present bill sho ail. If it is su we could not 


borrow the money to prove up, we could never pay the interest and principal 
and live, so many would eventually lose their homes after a long struggle. 
Co may bother itself about Cuba or Armenia, but to eject 

of this land would be as heartless a piece 5 that has been 
done in either 8 Personally, I have worked tor four years, have 
sunk $1,800 in cash in provements, have lived as economically as possible, 
and had as good crops as the average, and to-day I am in debt for my machin- 
ery, etc., and if the Government is going to — EA me pay 8100 for my claim, 
they can have it, for Iam not going to put in any more money or go in debt 
any more. 

Bootie this may give you an idea of the condition of our people, 


n JOHN D. SMALL. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, I spent some time this sum- 
mer among the people who have settled upon these lands, and the 
statement made by this gentleman is a statement of the facts. 
The people of the otas did not occupy these reservations. The 
inducement held out to bring settlement were made by trans- 
portation companies and . agents, and the settlers 
came from the other great Western States. Of course the people 
of the Dakotas wanted the reservations opened to settlement, 
because, until their areas were occupied by people, they did not 
help to support by taxation the burdens cf government; but the 


le of the Dakotas themselves have their homesteads; they 
ve their lands. When a new reservation is opened, it is not our 
peame who go upon it. The peopleof other States who are land- 


ess are the people who have been in advance and taken home- 
steads. So the settlers who came, as this gentleman says, from 
the other States of the Union, came induced by the rosy repre- 
sentations of transportation companies, immigration agents, claim 
agents, surveyors, etc., supposing that because it was an Indian 
reservation it must be exceedingly fertile, and therefore it would 
be easy to make payment. struggling for from four to 
eight years, they find the crops are not more than sufficient to sus- 
tain life, to say nothing about gaining a profit with which to pay 
the Government for the land. 

Further than that, these lands are open to settlement and set- 
tlers are required to pay $400 for a quarter section, while they can 
go into the Cane River Valley, adjoining this reservation, and 

uy land from the Eastern mortgage companies for $1.25 an acre, 
or $200 for a quarter section. ə counties adjoining this reser- 
vation on the east from 1885 to 1890 lost 18,000 of their population. 
Their lands were foreclosed upon, and the parties holding the 
mo obtained the titles. Now they are willing to dispose of 
oe lands at one-half of what the Government charges for these 


Tcontend, Mr. President, that where men with their families 
have resided upon land for five years, have gone forward into a 
new country, built up roads and schools, and established homes, 
they have made payment—full payment—for the value of the 
property, and ought to have their title deeds, 

It is said we have not purchased lands for settlement. In 1872, 
after the Northern Pacific Railroad was built across northern 
Dakota, we purchased nearly half of the entire area of that State, 
gave every odd section, a . miles wide, to that railroad 
company and the remainder to ders. What did we buy 
that land for? The road was there. Why did we extinguish the 
Indian title? So that the land might be open to settlement under 
the homestead law. So it is across the continent. Wherever there 
have been Indian lands we have extinguished the Indian title for 
no other pur than to open the country to settlement under 
the homestead law. We never changed that policy until 1889, 
and the pacer was changed at the instigation of a member of the 
House of Representatives from Indiana. 

I well remember when these reservations were opened to settle- 
ment—the Great Sioux Reservation, for instance. We came here 
urging that the Sioux Reservation should be opened to settlement 
because it embraced one-third of the State of South Dakota. In 
1882 I was a Delegate from the Territory of Dakota in the House of 
Representatives. I secured the e of a measure to open that 
territory to settlement. Mr. Ho insisted that it should be 
opened only under the homestead law, although the preemption 
law, the timber-culture law, and the town-site law were still in 
force as to all the other poong lands in the United States. He 
urged that this area should alone be opened to settlement under 
the homestead law. I accepted the condition. Why? Because 
we had opened the western 25 of Dakota the mineral region 
for the people of the Black Hills, and we had settled the eastern 

rtion. is reservation divided the settlements. The railroads 

ad built to the eastern border and we wanted them to cross, so as 
to unite our State. Although I secured the p of legislation 
through the House of Representatives, it was defea in the 
Senate at the instigation of the Indian Rights Association. So 
the railroads were obliged to build around Dakota to reach the 
settlementin the western portion of my State; and to this day the 
eastern and western portions of Dakota are not united by railroad, 
and for no other reason. 

We were anxious that this reservation should be opened to set- 
tlement, that roads should be allowed to build through it, and we 
were willing to accept almost any condition. I came here winter 
after winter trying to secure the opening of the Sioux Reservation, 
only to be defeated by the representatives of the Indian Rights 
Association, whoimagined, Isuppose, they were doing some service 
to the Indians. Finally we 5 the condition which opened 
those lands to settlement under the homestead law, and provided 
that settlers should live five years on the land before they could 
secure title, and then pay the Indians for the land. I said: before 
the committee of this body that that condition was unfair and 
unjust, that we would accept it, but we should exert every effort 
to remove the injustice in the future. 

What has been the result, Mr. President? We opened up nearly 
10,000,000 acres of land, 1 this condition, and less than 
1,000,000 acres have been taken. The remainder of it to-day is 
open to settlement. If anyone has been cheated, if some one has 
had an advantage, it is the man who did not go rather than the 
one who went and spent his money trying to make a home upon 
thoselands. There are 9,000,000 acresyet. If thecitizensof other 
States feel they have been unfairly dealt with, the opportunity is 
open to them; go out upon those prairies and secure 


they can 
lands equally ued: with those secured by the people who have 
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struggled for the last eight years to build homes in that coun- 
tr. 


y. 

It seems to me, Mr. President, that there has been no argument 
made in opposition to the passage of this bill that is not founded 
upon an objection to the homestead principle, that is not founded 
upon opposition to the polioy of retaining the public domain for 


free homes to our people. These reservations are no better than 
and are the same in character as 600,000,000 acres of other lands 
now owned by the United States within the arid and the semi- 
arid region, and all the lands but those embraced within this 
reservation are subject to entry under the homestead law. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole, and still open to amendment. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I suggest the absence of a quorum, Mr. 
President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The absence of a quorum having been 
mnggested, the Secretary will call the roll. 

e Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators re- 

sponded to their names: 


Allen, . Clark, McMillan, Sherman, 

on, krell, Mantle, ou 
Baker, Cullom, organ, Smit! 

te, Da Morrill, Stewart, 

Try. Faulkner, Murphy, Teller, 
Blackburn, Frye, Nelson, Thurston, 

ice, 8 offer, e, 
Brown, Gordon, rkins, Vest, 
Cai Aar rie Flats sa Walthall, 

nnon, wiley, 

r, HM, White, 

Chandler, Hoar, ney ‘ilson. 
Chilton, McBride, we 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Fifty-one Senators having answered 
to their names, a quorum is present. The pending question is on 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLI- 
SON], which will be stated. 2 

The SECRETARY. After the word“ tribes,” in line 5 of section 
1, it 8 to insert ‘ prior to the passage of this act.” 

Mr. ISON. I would’ suggest that those words be inserted 
after the word acquired,“ in line 4, instead of after the word 
“tribes,” in line 5, so as to read: 

Slee 83 puue W Sorensen eral gi SBA 1 3 — 2 upon — 
V..... 

I think it will read better in that way. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Iowa. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLATT. Have the committee amendments been agreed to, 
Mr. President? s 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendments reported by the 
committee have been agreed to as in Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I move to strike out in section 1, begin- 
ning with and including the word “ Provided,” in line 18, down 
to and including the word Texas,“ in line 22, The language 
which I wish to strike out is this: 

Provided, That the public-land laws of the United States are hereby sus- 

nded until further egislation by Congress in so far as they may affect the 

rritory hitherto known as Green County, Tex. 

I will say that Congress at this session has ed an act pro- 
viding for disposing of the lands embraced within this area, and 
that it is now in the hands of the President, if it has not been 
already signed. Therefore the necessity for this legislation has 
been obviated. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from South Dakota. 

e amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. i 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to 
Þe read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. PLATT. Let us have the yeas and nays on that, 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. BATE (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
vote with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. BUTLER]. If he 
were here, he would vote for the bill and I against it. 

Mr. BERRY (when his name was called). On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Wyoming . WARREN]. If 
he were present, he would vote yea, and I should vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. CALL (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. PROCTOR]. If he were present, I 
should vote“ 8 but I do not know how he would vote. 

Mr. CHILTON (when his name was called). On this vote I am 
paired with the Senator from Washington [Mr. SQUIRE]. If he 
were present, he would vote “yea, and I should vote ‘‘nay,” 

Mr. FAULKNER (when his name was called). I desire to 


state that I am paired on this gauna with the Senator from 
West Virginia Į . ELKINS]. I do not know how he would vote, 
if present, but I should vote ‘‘ nay.” 

le on my feet I desire also to announce the pair of the Sena- 
torfrom Louisiana [Mr. BLANCHARD] with the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. PRITCHARD], and also the pair of the junior Sena- 
tor from Florida [Mr. Pasco] with the Senator from Washington 
[Mr. WILSON]. the Senator from Florida were present, he 
would vote ‘‘ nay.” 

Mr. HAWLE oben his name was called), On this question 
I am paired with the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Jones]. If ho 
were present, he would vote “ yea,” and I should vote nay.“ 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called). I have a general pair 
with the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr.Lopar]. Isu the 
Senator from Massachusetts was present until a short time since, 
when I learned he wasabsent. At the request of the Senator from 
Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN], I agreed to pair on this vote with 
the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. KLR I. I inquire if any 
Senator knows how the Senator from Massachusetts would vote 
upon this question, if present? I am placed in an embarrassing 
position, for I su aed he was present when I made the arrange- 
ment to which I have referred. Does the Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Hoar] know how his coll e would vote? 

Mr. HOAR, I do not, Mr. President. 

Mr. HILL. I will pass it over for the present. 

Mr. MoBRIDE (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE]. If he were 
present, I should vote yea.“ 

Mr. McBRIDE (when the name of Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon 
was called). My colleague [Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon] has a gen- 
eral pair with the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Vitas]. My 
colleague, if present, would vote yea.” : 

Mr. MORRILL (when his name was called). Iam paired with 
the senior Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Harris]. I do not know 
how he would vote, if present, so I withhold my vote. If he were 
present, I should vote no 

Mr. PERKINS (when his name was called). I have a general 
par vath the Senator from North Dakota [Mr. Roach], who is 

etained from the Senate Chamber by sickness, but I am informed 
oe if present he would vote in the affirmative, and I therefore 
vote veg.“ 

Mr. SEWELL 0 his name was called). Iam paired with 
ere tor from Wisconsin [Mr. MITCHELL], who is unavoidably 
absent. 

Mr. THURSTON (when his name was called), I have a gen- 
eral pair with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TILLMAN]. 
If he were present, I should vote yea.“ 

Mr. VILAS (when his name was called). I have a ponera pair, 
as stated by the junior Senator from Oregon [Mr. MCBRIDE], with 
his colleague [Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon], who, I understand, if 

resent, would vote ‘‘ yea.” I t pair to the Senator 
m Kentucky [Mr. Linpsay], who requested me to provide him 
with a So and will vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. WALTHALL (when his name was called). I havea gen- 
eral pair with the senior Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cam- 
ERON]. If he were present, I should vote “nay.” 

Mr. WILSON (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Florida [Mr. Pasco]. I think the 
announcement has already been made by the Senator from West 
Virginia [Mr. FAULKNER] as to how the Senator from Florida 
would vote on this question. 

Mr. CHANDLER (when Mr. Wo.cort’s name was called). I 
announce my paz with the junior Senator from Colorado [Mr. 
Wotcortt]. he were present, I should vote nay.” 

The roll call was concluded. 

Mr. THURSTON. I have announced my pair with the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. TILLMAN], but I understand an an- 
nouncement has been made upon the floor that the Senator from 
North Dakota [Mr. Roacu] is absent and for the bill, and that his 
pair has voted. On that statement, I therefore transfer my pair 
to the Senator from North Dakota Mr. Roach], and ask to vote 
upon the bill. I vote ‘‘ yea.” 

Mr. CALL. I transfer my pair with the Senator from Ver- 
mont [Mr. PROOroR] to the Senator from Maryland [Mr. GIBSON], 
and vote “yea.” 

Mr. Mc LAN. I announce that my coll 0 . BUR- 
Rows] is paired with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. CarrEery]. 

Mr. McBRIDE. I have announced my pair with the Senator 
from Mississippi . GEORGE]; but I transfer that pair to the 
Senator from South Dakota [Mr. KYLE], and vote “‘ yea.” 

Mr. WILSON. I inquire of the Senator from West Virginia 
pr FAULKNER] if he knows how the Senator from Florida [Mr. 

Asco] would vote? I think he made an announcement as to 
how the Senator from Florida would vote. 


Mr. FAULKNER. The Senator from Florida . Pasco] re- 


quested me to state that on this question he would vote “ nay.” 
— Jea my pair, if agreeable to the 


Mr, WILSON. Then I 
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Senator from West Virginia Ta FAULKNER] who has charge of 
the matter, to his colleague [Mr. ELKINS]. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Very well. That will enable the Senator 
from Washington and me to vote. 

Mr. WILSON. _I vote yea.” 

Mr. FAULKNER. I vote ‘‘ nay.” 

Mr. CALL. I understand that some mistake has been made as 
to the ition of the Senator from Maryland [Mr. Grsson] on 
this bill. So I transfer my pair to the Senator from Indiana 0 
VOORHEES], and will let my vote in the affirmative stand. 

Mr. WALTHALL. If necessary to make a quorum, I feel at 
liberty to vote. I vote nay.“ 

Mr. BERRY. As I stated, lam paired with the Senator from 
Wyoming [Mr. WARREN], but I am requested by the friends of 
the bill and by the coll e of the Senator from Wyoming to 
cast my vote in order to eaquorum. I therefore vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. L. I do not know how the Senator from Massachusetts 
pr LopGE] would vote if present. Of course I reserve the right 

vote to make a 3 at the request of the friends of the 
bill I now vote. I vote na 

Mr. BATE. Iam similarly situated, and not to vote on 
account of the absence of the Senator from North Carolina : 


BUTLER]. At the request of the friends of the bill, 8 = 
vo 


willing to record my vote in order to make a quorum. 
éi nay.” 
The result was announced—yeas 35, nays 11; as follows: 
YEAS—3. 

Alle Clark, M Shou 

— Cullom, Murphy, Smith: 
Bacon, Davis, Nelson, Stewart, 
Baker, Frye, Peffer, Teller, 
Blackburn, Gear, Perkins, 
Brown, Gordon, Pettigrew, Wetmore, 
Cannon, Melden. y, Wilson. 
Carter, Mantle, rockin: 

NAYS—1L 
gam, . ya 
D 
Brisa. We Vest, 
NOT VOTING—43. 
Aldri Gallinger, Jones, Nov. Pritchard, 
Aarish, DOTES 2 r. 
Burrows, Gibson, ndsay, 
Butler, Gorman, Lodge, Sewe 
Caffery, Hale, Martin, 
Camero! Hans! Mills, 
Chandler, Mitchell, Oreg. Turpie, 
Chilton, Hawley, Mitchell, Wis. Voor! 
Daniel, Hoar, M Warren, 
Dubois, Irby, Palmer, Wolcott. 
Elkins, Jones, Ark. Pasco, 
So the bill was 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I moye that the title be amended so as to 
read: A bill providing for free homesteads on the public lands 
5 actual and bona fide settlers, and reserving the public lands for 

t pe 

55 Was to. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I move that the Senate 
ence with the House of Representatives upon the b 
ments, 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. PETTI- 
GREW, Mr. Jones of Arkansas, and Mr. ALLEN were appointed. 


MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA. 


Mr. MORGAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 3247) to amend an act entitled “An act to 
incorporate the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,” approved 
February 20, 1889. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. TURPIE. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. CALL (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. PROCTOR]. If he were present, I 
should vote! yea.” 

Mr. GORDON (when his name was called). Iam paired with 
the Senator from Iowa [Mr. GEAR} who is not now in his seat. 

Mr. THURSTON (when his name was called). Ihavea general 
pair with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TILLMAN], 

Mr. VEST. I am paired with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. 
MITCHELL]. If he were present, he would vote yea“ and I should 
vote “nay.” 

Mr. WALTHALL (when his name was called). I am 
with the senior Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON 

Mr. WILSON (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Florida [Mr. Pasco]. Tam not advised 


uest a confer- 
and amend- 


1 


as to how he would vote upon this question. 


asio now B 0 If he were present, I 
ould vote yea.“ : 


The result was announced—yeas 33, nays 6; as follows: 


YEAS—33. 
Aldrich, Carter. McBride, Pu, 
Allison, Chandler. oMi r 
Bacon, Cullom, Mantle, well, 
Baker, Davis, Morgan, Shoup, 
Bate, Faulkner, Murphy, Stewart, 
Brice, 2, Nelson, White. 
Bro WD, r Peffer, 
Calls Hawley, Per! - 
Cannon, oar, Platt, 
NAYS—4. 

= Chil Gray, Teller. 

Blackburn, Cockrell, 
NOT VOTING—5. 

Allen. Gordon, Mills, Thurston, 
Blanchard, Mitch Tillman, 
Burrows, Hale, Mitchell, Wis. TEP 
Butler, Hansbrough, Mo; Ves 
Caffery, Harris, er, 3 
Cameron, Hill, Voor! 
Sen by, Pet W. ‘al 
Dani Jones, Ark. Pri Warren, 
Dubois, Jones, Nev. Y Wetmore, 
Elkins, z * Wilson, 
Gallinger, dsay, oo Wolcott. 
George, + 
Gibson, Mar 


Mr. MORGAN. I ask for a call of the Senate, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. No quorum having voted, the Secre- 
tary will call the roll. 

Mr. HILL. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
accomplish anything at this late hour. 

The motion was to; and (at 4 o’clock and 30 minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned until Monday, January 18, 1897, at 12 
o’clock meridian. 


We can not 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


THURSDAY, January 14, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. CoupEn. 
bth Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 
AMANDA WOODCOCK. 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the pres- 
ent consideration of House bill No. 9306, granting a pension to 
Amanda Woodcock. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre 


authorized and directed to place u 
sc the —.— of Amanda W. 


of the Iuterior be, and he is hereby, 
ê pension roll, at the rate of $12 per 
cock, of Richmond, Ky., widow of Robert 

eceased. late a private in the Fourth Kentucky Volunteer In- 
fantry, in the Mexican war. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? . 

There being no objection, the bill was considered, and ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly read 
the third time, and es, 

On motion of Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky, a motion to recon- 
sider the last vote was laid on the table. 


GEORGE W. GOODMAN, 


Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the bill (H. R. 
8866) for the relief of George W. Goodman, and oak unanimous con- 
sent for its present consideration. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to remove the charge of desertion from the records of the 
War Department as to George W. Goodman, late a member of Company I of 

him an 


> v. g A l 
tte. 3 . of Indiana Vo unteers, and to grant 
ae 0 Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 
Mr. McCLELLAN and Mr. STEELE asked for the reading of 


the report. 


The report (by Mr. TRACEY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Mili ere the bill (H. R. 


rt as follows: 


tnd; that he 3 voluntarily 
of thesixth district of Eeg a was TEX | Cons 
N rejoined it in Alabama on March 24, 


was ome June 27, in action at iudei Mountain, Georgia, was 
mis to the ental hospital the same 8 and the muster-out roll of 
J une 4, 1885, reports him ‘deserted from wounded fur- 


Se Mareh . Iss. 
long soldier ig nt ee that he ee a 


County, Ind., and went to Indiana 
the service and was there taken rege 


t 22, 1802, at Linto: ne 
„and was there 3 


received he was afraid to return to his regiment, but ly determined 
report to his regiment, and did so in March, 1 and was pe on duty 
KHAA not punished in any manner and received the same treatment as his com- 


i © was 
taken sick, and at the time the regiment was mustered out he 2 still un- 
a ngs to travel, and was not present to receive his discharge with the rest of 


Col. R. W Thom; tiles Wis personally wr at Terre Haute, Ind., and later 
Secretary of the Navy. personally written letter, which is as follows: 


TERRE HAUTE, June 18, 1896. 


During my service as 3 -marshal in this city while the war of the 


Fine was in p . . Goodman, who belonged to Company 
Ninety ge er. Regiment of Indiana Volunteers, reported to my one 
ick list an was permitted d by me to go to his hon ome and recruit his 

0 


ment. If on account of this h unj 
him, and the mark should pa: erased. He was a good soldier and severely 


wounded. 
R. W. THOMPSON, 
Late Provost-Marshal, 

Josiah pr ges E late ifn wh of Company I, Ninety-seventh Indiana Volun- 
teers, files his affidavit, in we he says: 

“Ihave known said Geo x Aad . Goodman since he was 12 years old; that 
he enlisted in Company * inety-seventh Indiana Volunteers, August 2, 
PRR 3 mm, ind that said Goodman went from there with the company 


ser doch Beane hee he did not see him any more until he arrived 


at ee bee 5 Rin N A. e Gel. F. 82 was placed on dut; . — ha 5 
Catterson, oo inety-seven 
Tad: th teat said Stanley was with said Goodman in rand or five 
hard-fought Geshe ptain Stanley further says in his affidavi 
“T verily believe a raver or better soldier did not exist in the Hela. 
“The monthly report shows him sick, wounded, in hospital from June 27 


to February ages Aa oh The roll of February, 1865, shows a deserter from 
furlough, which I am satisfied is an error. My reasons are these: Col. Dick 
Thompson. 5 of Terre Haute, sent him home from Terre 
Haute on account of his health and wound. He reported from time to time 
at this man's office. The mark of desertion is unjust and should be erased.” 
arid W. Corbin, of Linton, Greene County, Ind., also 5 “that aor 


= spring of 1865, in March or Ap: repr ips V: Goodman, oftcer for Jet ipany I. 


ety-seventh 5 Hana Volunteers Whi 
ferson Townshi penne act County gave me notice 


into the United 

In consideration of the fact that this soldier 9 returned to duty 
after the first charge of desertion was ə against him and pated in 
several battles, in one of which he was — — wounded, an 
further fact that the evidence raises a doubt as to his 
serted after being wounded at the battle of Kenesaw Mountain, The commit- 
tee are of the opinion that the bill should pass. 


There being no objection, the bill was considered, and ordered 


to be engrossed and moda a third time; and it was accordingly read 
the third time, and 
On motion of Mr. TARDY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 


was laid on the table. 
RICHARD BROOKINS. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
for the present consideration of the bill (S. 1690) granting a pen- 
sion to Richard Brookins. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted. 8 ie es the Secretary of the Interior te and he is hereby, 
authorized and di lace on the pension roll. t the rate of per 
month, the name of r Richard Brooking, who e Pts —— that nume in 
M and H of the Ninth B ent of the United S 


tes Cavalry from sf, and 
5, 1867, to Febru: and from January 2 85 to January 3, 1887, an 
under the name oi Dick Bpanosr fn in Company K. One hundred and twen 
third United States Colore from October 12, 1864, to October 16, 
The SPEAKER, - Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. KIRKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1690) 
granting g a pension to Richard Brookins, having considered the same, respect- 
the adopt the report of the Senate Committee on 5 and recommend 
o of the bill after being amended as follow: 
after the word month,“ insert the words “ subject to the provi- 
ans and limitations of the pension laws.” 
Strike out after the word “Cavalry,” in line 7, “from February 5, 1867, to 
N and from January 2, 1882, to January 3, 1887." 
Also. e out all the printed bill after the word “Colored,” in line 13, 
and insert in lieu thereof the word“ Infantey 
[Senate Report No. 1050, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1690) grant- 
1 a ving repor 5 Brookins, have considered the same. and submit the 


was enlisted on the Sth day of February, 1867, and was 


8 to Com M. Ninth United States 4 He was discharged 
on the 5th day of Fe 1872, by expiration of term of service. 
He e! on the day of January, 182, and assigned to rot Jam 
H. Ninth U States Oavalry. He was on the 3d day of pone A 
ary 1887, at Fort McKinney, Wyo., on surgeon's certificate of disa , being 
unit for duty because of chronic rheumatism. 
D. Dimmick, 1 of Company H. = inth United States Neri ah Volun- 
ed the discharge of said so! stated that he was dis- 
abled we “chronic ite, ape eee sp mtracted in the line of duty. Said soldier 
has 5 for * for the past year. Has been unfit for 


been 
cays for the last sixty da: 
Weisel, acting assistant 2 States Army, at Fort McKinney, 
Wrest ape p in the certificate of disability that said sol sr was unfit for du 


On the 17th — of A filed an lication for pension, 
in which he alle while about the 10th of May, 1st his leg 
eres reo falling wit with t his 
hie ma, lich to prove his . 


was injured by his carb 
o Was rej 
the 2d day of May, MERN he ang another application for 290 in which 
rare ie that in June, 1884, he dy exposure he contracted rheumatism, and 
et he disease was wae spas by subsequent exposure until he became 
totally disabled. On the 2ist day of August, 1888, he filed an affidavit, in 
which — claimed on account o asthma and disease 


1880 Mr. Brookins filed an application for on 
Be based this application upon se: 
mcer, in Gore 0p K. . hundred and 
enty-third n P tates Col m October 12, 
1864, to October 16, 1865. In this application he Sh me ire — was perma- 
nently disabled by reason of rheumatism and debility. 
bility. claim was also rejected on the ground hat there was no ratable dis- 
a 


The EE examining boards who have examined the soldier have found 
icted with rheumatism in a ratable de „and there is con- 
siderable medical and lay testimony on file to show t the claimant had 
been severely Lay age fon; Fy Sager 4 aay past. and that he has rheumatism and 
sciatica so badly in os si egs as to wholly incapacitate him for the 
performance of 3 T. 

The statement of the captain of his to the sa as officially made and the re» 
port of the acting assistant as to the soldier's hyaical condition are 
conclusive that he did suffer m chronic rheuma and that the dis- 
ability was contracted while in th 5 

There can be no doubt of the: tact that the soldier did contract chronio 
rheumatism while in the service, and it only remains to determine whether 
he is disabled to a 3 degree or snd The evidence of his comrades, 
the 83 of cians who have examined him, and the statements offi: 
cially made by t z various boards are conclusive that the soldier 
— disabled from performing manual labor by reason of the severe attacks of 
rheuma 

The evidence shows without question that the disabilit 
until now he is unable to earn a support by manual labor. 
is absolutely without means of support except what he could earn by his 
daily toil, but being incapacitated by reason of his disability he is dependent 
upon the charity of friends and n eighbors. TI ae on 8 of this bill is = 
sion him at the rate 3 Tee era- 
tion of the evidence submitted, lay, enh because of the 
eleven years’ pate yn meen by mam your committee are of 


the opinion that he is entitled to a pension, and that rate ee in the 
bill is 7 — and * We therefore recommend the passage of the bill 
without amendmen 


There being no objection, the bill was considered, the amend- 
ments recommended by the committee were agreed to, and the 
bill as amended was 3 a third reading; and being read 
the third time, it was Peay 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS of Kansas, a motion to reconsider the 
last vote was laid on the table. 

JOSHUA BISHOP. 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri. Mr. Speaker 
sent for the present consideration of the Kue bill (8. 
lief of Joshua Bishop. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That ab aise ns is hereby conferred on the Court of 


ask unanimous con- 
2338) for the re- 


Claims to try and and dete the claim of Joshua Bishop against the United 
States, for pay all to pry oe due and unpaid to him as lientenant-commander 
of the Navy from February 9, 1868, to February 28, 2 as shore pay, amount- 


to the eo of $7,767.68; and the statute of limitations shall not apply to 
claim, an À the judgment of s said court shall be final as to the same, sub- 
ject to the right of appeal by eith er party. 
The SPEAKER. Isthere objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 
Mr. PAYNE. Before consent is given, I would like to hear the 
ees. read, or have some statement made in reference to this 


ete ‘BURTON of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I will state that a 
similar bill was introduced in the Howes: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims, and ig aan hse Sie alpine | by that committee, a copy of 
which report Thold in m In the meantime this bill 
the Senate, came to the 5 — oa was referred to the said com. 
mittee, who made a favorable report upon it. 

I now ask, for the information of the gentleman from New 
York, the reading of the report of the Committee on the House 


The report (by Mr. DENNY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6137) to 
confer on the Court of Claims jurisdiction to hear and determine the law and 
the facts in the matter of the claim of Joshua Bishop, commander, United 
States Navy, the United States, as set forth int his petition, have had 
the same under consideration, and find, from the examination of — facts. 
that Ps is involved in the same a legal gu uestion which should assed 
upon by a oo — of af competens 3 jurisdiction for the following 8 Wit: 

case discloses serious doubts as to the correctness of the 
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findings, and a; ‘val of the court-martial before whom Com- 
Benet Nah was tried ant sentenced. 
The not disclose the fact that the officer (Rear-Admiral Bell) 


who ordered the court-martial at any time ever approved of the proceedings. 
findings, and sentence of said court, which said Den by and on the part of 
said rear-admiral, it is claimed by petition, was necessary to confer jurisdic- 


tion on the Executive authority. 


The record and evidence in the case does not show that the President of the 
United States upon the whole record of the findings, and 
sentence of said court, Ein a memorandum or brief u 


at that time in the service of the Navy Departmen 
titioner that the approval of the President in this behalf was not ju 
twentieth article, act July 17, 1862) and was therefore inoperative. 
e record discloses thi t 


N ‘At 6.40 p. m. May 31, 1867. 
by otder of Rear-Admiral Bell, 


N nder Bishop was restored to duty 
and it is contended by Commander Bishop 

at the time of the convening of the court- that he had already 

punished for the offe d had been restored to duty. 


mses charged, an 
the dismissal of Commander Bishop from the naval 


The record shuws that 
service of the United States was not in the customary form in use by the 

The rat Sa rape aa 2 ‘te beta vee 1 and discloses many 

is no and comple man 

hases of fact and law which, in our Sadana, should be passed upon by the 

Court 25 xittee therefore recommend that the bill pass 
yar commi erefore s 

Senate report of March 25, 1896, is hereto attached and made a part of this 

report. 


Mr. PAYNE. I understand the purpose of this bill is to refer 
the claim to the Court of Claims, but with authority to enter a 
ju ent against the United States for the amount involved in 
the bill—some $7,000; and from what I gather from the reading 
of the report the reason for sending the bill to the Court of Claims 
and setting aside the findings of the court-martial was because of 
some technical informality in the Rahrig : 

Now, if the gentleman will amend the bill, directing the court 
to report upon the facts and their opinion of the law to Congress, 
1 shall: not object. Otherwise, in its present form, I do not think 
the bill ought to be $ 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri. If the gentleman will permit me, 
the bill has this purpose: The Senate has the twice and 
it has been favorably reported at a p g session of this House, 
There were a great many irregularities involved in the record of 
the court-martial. In the first place, it was never approved by 
the presiding officer. In the second place, the 8 were 
never submitted to President Johnson, the only paper submitted 
to him being a brief supplied by one of the clerks. 

J hold in my hand in this record a letter of Mr. Robeson, Sec- 
retary of the Navy—who was Secretary at the time the court-mar- 
tial proceedings were held—stating that he believes this officer 
had 1 done an injustice. Upon the presentation of the facts 
to Congress Mr. Bishop was restored to the Navy and has rendered 
gallant and meritorious services. He is now about to be retired 
by reason of age. It seems to me as an attorney—and I think 
every member of the committee has been impressed with that 
idea—that an injustice has been done to this man. If so, he is 
entitled to his pay. If not, then he is not entitled to it. This bill 
merely provides that this claim may be submitted to a court com- 
petent and qualified to hear and determine these matters, and it 
seems to me that Congress ought to be willing to intrust the con- 
sideration and determination of a matter of this kind to a court 
of our own creation, which, under all circumstances and at all 
times, is e ted to well and truly guard the interests of the Gov- 
ernment. I hope my friend will not object. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to ask the gentleman if he thinks it 
is safe to re-review a case that has been determined by the highest 
naval court that could have been convened at that time? I ask 
him if he thinks it is safe to re-review the decision of that naval 
court eighteen years afterwards by a court not familiar with 
that class of cases? 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri. I thinkit would be perfectly safe. 
The record is all there. Everything that was done is in writing 
and on the files of the Department, and the officers of the Navy 
Department themselves have recommended this proceeding, in 


order that this man may receive justice at the hands of the Gov- 
ernment. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? P 

Mr. LOUD. I will yield the right to object. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, Is have to object to the bill in 


its present form. 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


FREDERICK LIERMAN, 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. S er, Lask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 8683) granting a pension 
to Frederick Lierman. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of tho Interior be, and he is hereby, 


authorized and to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of erick Lierman, late 
private 3 B. Johnson County Home Guards, Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
at the rate of $12 per month. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 


Mr. DOCKERY. Let the report beread. I understand the gen- 


no from Pennsylvania [Mr. ERDMAN] desires the reading of 
e report. 

The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid 8 whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8683) granting a a to Frederick Lierman, late private, Company B, 

o Enrolled Missouri Militia, having curatully 

ed and considered the same, respectfully $ 

The claimant enlisted at Warrensburg, Mo.. was mustered into serv- 
ice as private, je ew B, Johnson County (Mo.) Home Guards, on July 4, 
1861, and served with such o tion until December, 1361, or January, 
1862, when the regiment was disbanded at St. Louis, Mo., and mustered out. 
The regiment was also known as the Twenty-seventh Missouri Enrolled 
Militia. On account of sickness, he was not m out with his company 
when the regiment was disbanded. He returned to Sedalia, Mo., and was 
engaged as scout and guide by Lieutenant-Colonel Eads, of Georgetown, Mo., 
for some time, and then by Col. Dan Houston, at ton, Mo., and with 
Maj. Emory S. Foster, so that he was continuously in service, with the excep- 
Hs of a few days, up to and including the battle of Lonejack, Mo., August 


|. 1862. 

He served with his command during the siege of Lexington, Mo., as several 
of his comrades and or Foster testify, and also at Lone jack, where he was 
seriously wounded in the left side and in left hand during the battle. 

He was confined to bed for three or four months from the gunshot 
wound in left side received in battle at 

The testim: has 


ion was on und 

partment records fail to show cing sagen in fie United States service. 
and the receipt of 

Major Foster and several 


wn Wes Dear eneki feclitian ta dlachiaies Lim babsane it dose not 
from the reconda that he was in the United States service. Sains sy 

The ittee, in view of the facts and numerous precedents that a wound 
in action is ed as equivalent to muster in, recommend that the bill do 
pass without amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DOCKERY, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 

MALINDA KELLY. s 

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent, Mr. Speaker, 
for the present consideration of the bill (H. R. 5718) granting a 
pension to Malinda Kelly, of Jackson County, III. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the eral pension laws, the name of Malinda Kelly, 
mother of Drura ita lata a soldier in Company M. Sixth Ifi- 
nois Cavalry Volunteers, in the war of the rebellion. 


The Committeeon Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendments: 


1 In . out the word “soldier” and insert in lieu thereof the word 


rad at the end of the bill add the words “and pay her a pension of $12 per 
month.“ 


EN ED Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bi 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, pending that, let us have the re- 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman desires to have the report read. 


port read. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5718) granting a pension to Malinda Kelly, of Jackson County, III., submit the 


followin eh 
elly is the dependent mother of Drura (Drury) 


Malin tt, who was 
a recruit in Company M. Sixth Illinois Cavalry. He wasenro! asa private 
November 26, 1863, and was honorably d February go tegen ving 
served, according to the records of the War Department and the evidence, 


ninety-one days. He died about May 1, 1864, of catarrhal pneumonia. 
disease was the immediate result of measles contracted and from which he 
suffered while in the service. His mother was allowed and received his 

up to and including February 25, 1864. pages 2, 1890, the claimant applied 
for pension under act of June 27, 1800. On July 6, 1892, it was submitted for 
rejection by an examiner in the Pension Office on the ground that soldier did 
not serve in the Army ninety da In order to ju: this recommendation 
he seems to have changed one of the“ im: t dates“ by erasing the figures 
25 nh 7 7 toon in 1 in red ink. 7 re be bean) the Ne of 7 5 
c “February 22, at na maky T of service only eighty- 
eight days. We have carefully examined the 9 to discover the grant 
upon which the date shown in the records of the War Department was thus 
overturned. We absolutely find 1 except a manifest desire to reject 
the claim. It is true that Dr. Frank M. Agnew, on February 13, 1893, swears 
“that he was called 5 to attend Drury Baggott at his home near 
Western Sara „Union County, III., while at home on leave of absence on 
account of les, February 22, 1864; that the measles settled on his lungs, 
producing catarrhal pneumonia." 

He also says, in another affidavit, that soldier “never left his bed from the 
time of his discharge until his death.” 

The committee can not accept this statement as cutting down the period 
of soldier's service below ninety days. It is to the credit of the Pension 
Bureau that it did not accept this cha! of “important dates either. 
But it did adopt quite as inconsistent a fin On May 5, 1 it rejected 
the claim 5 the ground that soldier died of disability contracted prior to 
enlistment.” 

Measles was the cause of soldier’s death. This is clear from the evidence. 
The records show he was admitted to hospital January 31, 1864, with measles,_ 
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and was furloughed home February 19, 1864. It is simply absurd to say that 
this disease por eve on enlistment—November 26, isos, at is equally absurd 
ge— 


to accept the conclusions of the surgeons who examined him for r 
that he was “unfit for service by reason of tubercular diathesis, which ex- 
isted prior to enlistment.” The “ diathesis” of a soldier, or his family history, 
was never considered in ting him as a volunteer or drafted man. 

The committee recommend the passage of the bill with an amendment 
striking out the word “soldier,” in seventh line, and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word “recruit; also add at end of bill the words “and pay her a pension 
of $12 per month.“ 

TheSPEAKER, Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I object. 

3 HELMUTH F. SOCKEL. 


Mr. HENRY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent for the present consideration of the bill (S. 347) to remove 
the charge of desertion and grant an honorable di to Hel- 
muth F. Sceckel. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


d directed to remove the charge of desertion now stau 
record of Helmuth F. Sockel, late prixate Company O, Sixteen ent 


The N Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. HENRY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, the fact about this 
case is that this man died in Andersonville Prison. He was con- 
nected with a Connecticut regiment for two years, There is no 
record of his death, and consequently he is recorded as a deserter, 
His friends wish to have the cloud removed from that record 
because of his undoubted death in Andersonville Prison. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? i 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. HENRY of Connecticut, a motion to recon- 
sider the last vote was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing from the President of the United States was 
communicated to the House of Representatives by Mr. PRUDEN, 
one of his secretaries, who also announced that the President had 
approved and signed bills and joint resolutions of the following 
titles: 

On January 13, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 1891) granting a pension to Celestia R. Barry; 

An act (H. R. 1890) granting a pension to Mary Martin; 

An act (H. R. 1820) granting a pension to Neil McNeil; 

An act (H. R. 1599) granting a pension to Phosbe M. Woolley 
Palmeter; F 

Anact (H. R. 3755) to increase the pension of Mary C. Thompson; 

An act (H. R. 4355) to increase the pension of Theresa Peebles, 
of Jefferson County, Ga.; 

An act (H. R. 1062) to grant a pension to Armstead M. Raw- 
lings, of Arkansas; 

An act (H. R. 950) granting increase of pension to John Coombs; 

An act (H. R. 4721) granting an increase of pension to Orleina 
J. Clark, of Louisville, Ky.; 

An act (H. R. 1874) to place the name of Robert Smalls on the 
pension rolls; and 

An act (H. R. 2320) for the relief of Samuel Burrell. 

On January 8, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 6533)for the relief of A. A. Hosmer. 

On January 9, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 9472) to amend chapter 111 of the acts of the third 
session of the Fifty-third Congress. 

On January 11, 1897: : 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 205) authorizing the building of a 
telephone line in the District of Columbia. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills and joint 
resolution of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the 


same: 

A bill (S. 1741) to authorize the Muscogee, Oklahoma and 
Western Railroad Company to construct and operate a line of 
railway through Oklahoma and the Indian Yerritory, and for other 


purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system; 

A bill (H. R. 4588) for the relief of John Keefe; and 

Joint resolution (S. R. 189) providing for the erection of a Gov- 
ernment building at the Tennessee Centennial Exposition. 

THE FRIGATE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
for the present consideration of the resolution which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 


The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to furnish the House 
an estimate of the amount of money that Yeill bevequired to put the frigate 
Constitution, now lying at the Portsmouth Navy-Y: in proper seaworthy 
Sen nage to make the journey, without danger, from Portsmouth to Wash- 

m, to be here used as a naval museum. : 


Mr. FITZGERALD. I ask unanimous consent that that reso- 
lution may be acted upon at this time. 

The SPEAKER. ə gentleman asks unanimous consent for 
action on the resolution. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Speaker, in connection with the reso- 
lution I present a petition of the Massachusetts Historical Society 
that Congress may take some action with regard to the preserva- 
tion of the frigate Constitution, which now lies at the Portsmouth 
Navy-Yard and is in such a condition as to be in danger of sinking 
at any time. 

As every member of this House knows, there is no vessel in the 
American Navy that possesses the history and the record that the 
9 ee 

is my proud privi to represent in Congress the district in 
which is located the wharf oe this famous old frigate was 
built and launched. In gratefulmemory of her untarnished record 
it has been called Constitution Wharf.” 

As a boy I have the pleasantest recollections of the happy days 
spent at the wharf where the Constitution was built over à cent 
ago, and when I stand here pleading for the preservation of Ol 
Ironsides my deepest sympathies are moved. The achievements 
of the heroic sons of usetts with her have produced within 
my breast, as they must within the breast of every American 
citizen, feelings of the deepest reverence for the historic ship. 

Why should it be necessary to call the attention of the Govern- 
ment to its duty with regard to e ee e of the Constitu- 
tion, whose great victory in the naval engagement with the Guer- 
riére in the dark days of the war of 1812 brought hope and 
encouragement to our poopie and placed the United States among 
the first-class powers of the world? 

Why this shame of neglect toward an historic relic that typifies 
the heroism of our fathers and is an inspiration to succeeding 
generations? 

_Nelson’s flagship Victory is carefully 4 5 tuated by Great Brit- 
ain, and in such great reverence is she held that Englishmen 
. remove their hats Whenever they pass. 

ho shall say that the dear old Constitution, with her unbroken 
line of victories, unparalleled in the history of the world, is not 
worthy of like respect from a grateful Republic? 

In 1829, when the destruction of the Constitution was ordered, 
the stirring Bno poem of Oliver Wendell Holmes saved her from 
what would have been a disgrace to our country, and I think it 
proper that those inspiring words should be recalled at this time, 
when, through neglect, a like fate seems to be in store for her: 


OLD IRONSIDES. 


Ay, tear her tattered ensign down! 
mg has it waved on h. 

And many an e e has danced to see 
That banner in the sky. 

Beneath it rung the battle shout, 
And burst the cannon’s roar; 

The meteor of the ocean air 
Shall sweep the clouds no more! 


Her deck, once red with heroes’ blood, 
Where knelt the vanquished foe, 

When winds were hurrying o’er the flood, 
And waves were white below, 

No more shall feel the victor’s tread, 
Or know the conquered knee; 

The harpies of the shore shall pluck 
The eagle of the sea! 


Oh, better that her shattered hulk 
Should sink beneath the Wave; 

Her thunders shook the mighty deep, 
And there should be her ve. 

Nail to the mast her holy 8 
Set every threadbare sail, 

And give her to the god of storms, 
The lightning and the gale! 


Massachusetts asks that this grand old ship be perpetuated, and 
she relinquishes her claim to have her placed in the waters of the 
State, near where she was built and manned, that she may be 
placed in Washington, here to serve as a national monument of 
the triumphs of the American seamen during the war of 1812. 
Such has ever been the true, chivalrous spirit of Massachusetts. 

Through the care and labor of her own Historical Society she 
preserves the revered relics of the Revolutionary times and of her 
illustrious sons; and she feels that she has the right to insist that 
the National Government shall no longer be unmindful of its duty 
to the flower of the American Navy, the Constitution. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was agreed ta 
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W. H. L. PEPPERELL. 


Mr. CALDERHEAD. Mr. Speaker I ask unanimous consent 
for the present consideration of the bill (S. 250) for the relief of 
W. H. L. Pepperell. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


H, L. Pepperell, late t- 
master at Concordia, State of Kansas, to be credited with the sum of 1845. 
and that he cause said credit to be certified to the Auditor of the 5 
the Post-Office Department, being on account of the loss of $1,345 in e 
stamps and $200 in postal funds stolen from said post-office on August 27, 
it 4 that said loss was without fault or negligence on ell aie of 
said late postmaster. and the said sum of $1,545 is hereby appropriated, out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay said claim. 
1 5 PERAE Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I want to suggest to the gentleman 
who presents the bill that if this measure any merit the De- 
partment has already power to settle the claim. I do not think 
this House ought to settle cases of that character, when the De- 
partment has power to settle them to the amount of $10,000; and 
therefore I shall have to object. 

Mr. CALDERHEAD e loss occurred in 1887, and was 


. re- 
sented to the Department at that time, or some time before it 


power to make the settlement. 
Mr. LOUD. They have the power now, I would state, Mr. 
Speaker. 


Mr. CALDERHEAD. The Department has been refusing to 
reverse a ruling that has been made upon the case, for the reason 
that the Department held that the postmaster was liable for the 


e of his clerk. Since that time a different ruling pre- 
vailed in the tment, and where it is shown that the post- 
master has not 


with the negligence of his clerks; but still the Department is 
unwilling to reverse the former in this case. 

Mr. LOUD. I am still of the opinion, Mr. Speaker, that the 
House should not settle cases where the artment has power 
to settle them. If the ent does not hold that this case is 
such as should be settled, I do not think that Congress should 
review the action of the Post-Office Department in that direction. 

Mr. CALDERHEAD. IthinkI have a letter from the Attorney- 
General of the Post-Office Department in connection with this case 
that I will ask to have read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY-GENERAL 


FOR THE POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., June 11, 1898. 


Srr: Referring to your verbal in concerning the claim of W. H. L. 
Pepperill, late postmaster at Concordi ns., for credit on account of 
age stamps and postal funds stolen from his office October 22, 1887, I have the 


well as from b . fire, etc., when it appeared that suc 
caused or e to by fault or negligence on the part of post masters; 
and for some time previous to my entering upon the duties of this office it 
was held that postmasters were not liable for losses resulting from fault or 
3 on the part of their assistants. In this ruling I have fully con- 
curred. 

Very respectfull 


7, JOHN L. THOMAS, 

Assistant Attorney-General for the Post-Office Department. 
P.S.—If this claim was now before this Department for the first time I would 

recommend its allowance. 1 


Hon. W. A. CALDERHEAD, M. C., 
House Representatives. 

Mr. LOUD. What is the date of that letter? 

Mr. CALDERHEAD. I want to say in addition to that—— 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. LOUD. T hope the gentleman will hold it over until to- 
morrow and I will look into it. I think that the Department still 
has power to settle that case. 

Mr. CALDERHEAD. I want to say that $1,300 of this was in 
stamps and $200 of it was in money. The Department may pos- 
sibly settle for the money, but are not willing that they should 
settle for the stamps. 

Mr. LOUD. I have no doubt that the gentleman will be recog- 
nized by the S er to-morrow. 

The SPEA . Objection is made. 

W. J. TAPP & CO. 


Mr. EVANS. Mr, Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
prenant consideration of the bill (H. R. 464) for the relief of W.J. 
app & Co. 
e bill was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted. etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
bles) appropriated, to W. J. Tapp & Co., the sum of $240.10, as a refund of 

uties erroneously exacted on certain machinery for the manufacture of jute, 
at Louisville, Ky., in the year 1876. 


Prose 5 Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the 
Mr. PAYNE. I hope the report will be read, Mr. Speaker. 


guilty of negligence, he is not chargeable. 


the 


The report (by Mr. CoLsoN) was read, as follows: 
Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 464) for 
the relief of W. J. Tapp & Co., report: 

A bill identical in terms with this was passed by the House of Representa- 


tives of the Fifty-third but no action was taken upon it in the Sen- 
ate. Similar 


e Committee on 


recommend that the bill do paa 
of the committee in the Fiftieth Congress, readopted in the suc- 
n including the last, sets out the following facts: 

In y, W. J. Tapp Co., of Louisville, in the State of Kentucky, 
manufacturers of goods from jute fiber, imported certain machinery for 
their business, such machinery not being then made in the United States, to 
be used by them exclusively in the manufacture of that fiber, and which was 
adapted to and could used for no other p . By the provisions of 
section 7 of the act of February 8, 1875, such machinery was entitled for two 
years thereafter to enter free from duty. 

On the 12th of November, 1875, the Secretary of the Treasury decided that 
no machinery was exclusively adapted to such manufacture. 

When the machin of Ta) Co. arrived at the port of entry, they 
gained it 7 N to be tted a the aye at the e — mas 

e , and the duties and charges, amoun $240.10, „were 7 
them under protest. Other importers of rallar — — pursued the 


same course. 

The Secretary of the Treasury su uently, on the 23d of March, 1877, 
reversed his former decision and admi = free similiar machine 
2 ated 5 November, and December, by Buchanan & Lyall, 
ew York. 

Thereafter Tapp & Oo. applied to the Department for a rebate of the duties 
they had paid, and were re on the ground that they did not appeal from 
the original decision of the appraiser of customs declaring thei ery 
dutiable. The law vided for such appeal, but having paid the duties 
under protest they deemed it unnecessary, and no doubt su it would 
be una ng to appeal to a tribunal which had then recently, as to other 
parties, decided the same question adversely to their claim. 

In view of the fact that the Supreme Court has decided that a 
. of a fee or tax ill y exac 


ent 
is not 


such a yolum ent as reclude the m recovering it 
back” (111 Y, Sa, oar 55 of the imi that the — 2 — 
entitl ne re asked for, and recommend the passage of the accom- 
panying 


Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I understand that these parties had 
full remedy by way of appeal at the time, under the law, when 
the duty 8 would have been refunded. There were a 
number of other parties exactly in the same condition of affairs, 
and it seems to me that we ought not to commence now to open 
up claims for duties that have been claimed to be illegally paid a 
number of years ago. It would open the door to a large c of 


c $ 

Mr. EVANS. I want to say to the gentleman from New York 
the door was opened yesterday morning to aclaimat least six times 
as large as this, and without objection. 

Mr. PAYNE. I did not so understand it yesterday. If I had I 
would have objected; but if the door is opened now, the sooner it 
is closed the better. I shall have to object to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 


JAMES M. WILLBUR, 


Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. S. er, I ask unanimous consent for 
resent consideration of the bill S. 758. 
e Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (S. 758) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to adjust and settle 
the account of James M. Willbur with the United States, and to pay said 
Willbur such sum of money as he may be justly and equitably entitled to. 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 

to make settlement with James M. Willbur for excess in weight of material 

and excess in the superficial measurement of illuminated tiling. frames, and 
pad ey thereof, placed by said Willbur in, por 5 around the New York Cit 
-office and court-house building beyond what he was required to furnish 

y his contract with the United States, according to samples submitted and 
accepted, either upon the report of such excessive weight and superficial meas- 
urement furnished by the tion of the Secretary of the Treasury and Sen- 
ate committee, by the experts, Solomon J. Fague and Archibald Given, of date 
April 21, 1886, to the Senate committee, and on file with the Senate Committee 
on Claims; but if not satisfied with the report of such experts, the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall, within thirty days from the passage of this act, appoint 
three competent persons, who s be duly sworn to ascertain and report the 
sum, if any, which in justice and oquity ought to be paid James M. Willbur 
for excess in weight of material and excess in the su cial measurement of 
illuminated filing. es, and supports thereof, p said Wilbur in 
and around the New York City post-office and court-house 
what he was Cay Sin to furnish by his contract as aforesaid, such sum 
determined by the prices fixed in said contract, so far as they are applica- 
ble. The said persons so appointed shall also ascertain and report any in- 
creased or extra expense or cost incurred by said Willbur resulting from any 
chan and additions made in and to the weight, measurement, and charac- 
tne 5 uag or in the quantity thereof from that which was specified in 

contract. 

SEC. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall, within sixty days after 
the making of said report, pay to said Willbur such amount as he shall find 
from such report to be due to him, which sum shall be taken and received 
by said Willbur in full and final settlement of all and every claim the 

nited States on said account; and such sum as may be necessary to pay the 
amount so found due is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. I should like to hear the report read, reserving 
the right to object. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, the report is quite long, and I 
think I can explain the bill to the satisfaction of the House. This 
claim has been pending eyer since the erection of the New York 
post-office. The contract was taken under certain specifications. 
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When they came to carry out the contract, it was the opinion of 
the Government officers that the tiling and the framing provided 
for in the specifications were too light, that it would be dangerous 
to put them into the building, and that heavier tiling and heavier 
framing should be used. It was, of course, supposed by the con- 
tractor that he would be paid extra for the extra material, but he 


has never received his pay. He has come to Con repeatedl 
for relief, ifying a sum of money which he claims 
due him. bill for his relief passed the Houses of Co 


arately several times, and y passed through both tinier ti 
one Congress, and was sent to President Cleveland, who vetoed it. 
In his veto message the President says: 

In any view of the matter I regard the claimant as „5 relief. 
He is not entitled, however, to dictate the rule by which claim is to be 
rer et SRT la RS IT Og 
to afford equitable relief according to such rules and methods as are best 
calculated to reach fair results. 

The present bill was drawn up in the presence of the Presiden 
for the p of removing his objection, and I am satisfied tha 
ifit it will receive his signature. 

I yield now to the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Cox] such 


time as he desires. 
er, I think I am familiar with this bill, as 
‘ore our committee time after time. e 
* of facts: In building the 
New York a question arose as to the tiling 
The law under which the building was constructed provided that 
a certain amount of money, and only that amount, should be i 
pro riated for the erection of that post-office. The question of 
ind of tiling to be used was raised with a subordinate, and they 
put in this extra tiling and then brought this claim against the 


Government. Now, Lam not going to object to the consideration 
of the bill, but I am going to vote against it, because this man got 
a patent upon the tiling that was put into that building, and put- 


ting it in there was one of his modes of advertising. I concede 
that, divers the tiling of this claimant was somewhat better 
than that which was first contemplated, but I make the point that 
the appropriation for the building was strictly limited by the law; 
that the contractor made his contract with his eyes open, and 
therefore is not entitled to extra compensation. 

Mr, GS. Allow me rieni there to ask the gentleman 
whether it is not his opinion that the use of this tiling and this 
framing made the t-office far more safe than it would have 
been if the sage eo framing as ora d intended had been used? 

Mr. COX. That may be true, but it was also very important 
to this claimant to put his tiling into that great building as a 
matter of advertisin 

The SPEAKER. 


ae T there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 


Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to corroborate what the gen- | reasonable to 


tleman from Tennessee has just said. He and I have gone over 
this claim several times and have come to the conclusion that even 
if there was benefit to the Government from the use of this tiling, 


the claimant wasamply compensated by the advantage to him of 
having his i thin g put into that building that, in fact, he 
was benefited more than the Government was. I therefore object. 


The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 
MARTHA ©, CARTER. 


Mr. SIMPKINS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
t consideration of the bill (H. R. 6561) to increase the pen- 
sion of Martha C. Carter, widow of Rear-Admiral S. P. Carter. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit 2 etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

direc! pension roll, subject to the provisions 

and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Martha Custis Carter. widow 

Rear-Admiral S. ... ae a La E 

$100 per month from and after the passage of this act, the same to be in lieu 
of the pension now drawn by her. 

An amendment, recommended by the committee, striking out 
one hundred” and substituting ‘‘ fifty” before the word dol- 
lars,” was adopted. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
_ and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
an 


On motion of Mr. SIMPKIN: S, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


D. FULFORD, 


Mr. GAMBLE. Mr. 1 81 777 Lask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (S. 1075) for the relief of the heirs 
of D. Fulford. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the 8 of the Treasury be, and is hereby, 
instructed to redeem, in favor of the heirs at law of D. Fulford, two bonds of 
the United States, consols of 1857, of the denomination. 
as flve- twWen said bonds having been destro 
—— —— 8 roel, 1872, to the date of the 
of said bonds. x 


„and known 


SEC, 2. That the said heirs of D. Fulford shall also execute and file with the 
Secretary of the a bond with sufficient sureties, to be approved by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in the penalty of $2,000, conditioned to save 
harmless the United States from loss or liability on account of said bonds 
the interest accrued thereon: Provided, That as it appears from the reco: 


of the Treasury Department that there are now outstanding and unpaid a one- 
hundred-dollar coupon bond, numbered 83482, and two five hun -dollar 
CO ds, num’ 12792 and. of the loan known as consols of 1867, 


upon bon 1 
of which the last coupon bears date of July 1, 1872, the Secretary of the 
is hereb: Suthorined and directed to against bond 
indemni whenever said coupon bonds shall eee s 


The SPEAKER, - Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 
proof is there that the bonds were de- 


Mr. PAYNE. What 
stroyed? 

Mr. GAMBLE. If there is any question in regard to that, I 
will call for the reading of the report. It is quite long, though. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Let it be printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. GAMBLE. Then, Mr. Speaker, I will ask to have the 

rt printed in the RECORD as a part of my remarks, and in 

dition I will say that a bill to give this relief was passed by the 
last Congress and vetoed by the ident upon the ground that 
no indemnification was provided for the Government on account 
of the bonds. The bill in its present form remedies that objec- 
Po as appears by the recommendation of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, 

The report (by Mr. GRAN) is as follows: 


The waren eat age gt Sy alg referred the bill (S. 1075) for the 
relief of the heirs of D. Fulford, ha considered the same, respectfully 
recommend that the bill do A ge and submit the foll report, adopting, 
in the main, the report of Senate Committee on accompanying 


tteo 3 . that the — 5 ogn 2 was 
passed Senate and House of Representatives second ses- 
A Enron Paaran oak Doren ee ent. 
objection of the nt to the measure was his belief that the Government 
could =e = 5 agal 12 in — bonds soy 3 bo 
presen’ or paymen this objection is overcome e amendment 
— ; which was submitted in the form herein given by the Secretary of 
Tt has been ascertained by 
is represented in this claim 
Church and a resident of N. T. 
ment bonds, one for $500 and one for $10) and two f 


the class known as consols of 1867. The accompanying letter of the Secretary 
of the Treasury co this understan as to the $500 and $100 bonds, 
but indicates an error ing the of the two $50 bonds. 

Your committee upon the evidence, that Mr. Fulford was 


concluded, 
the owner of the bonds described and that the bonds were destroyed by fire 
as claimed. The Secretary of the answers, in his communication 
herewith submitted, that the outstanding 


ica: 
$100 bond ma: 
rics — at ing 5800 Lende belonged 10 Bf. N of investi 
e two oul © process of inves! 
tion can the bonds an: B than this tis 


ce from him of, the face s 
pensated, unal thron; 
misfortune, to present the evidence of governmental indebtedness. . 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OP THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., January 25, 1396. 
Sin: I haye the honor to acknowledge the N of your letter of the 18th 
eirs of ulford, and re- 
indemnity 


ow how may bonds are now outstandi: 
ons of $100 and $500, of hick 


9, 1872, viz: Two bonds of the den 
one bond of $500. He was unable to 
only means of identifying them was by the date of the last matured 
8 and sold, which he said 


was dated July 1, 187 
that the $50 bonds alleged to have been bag ta do not belon. 
nd referred to 


It is evident, therefore, 
to the loan 
one of the 


lost bonds, there is apparently no way of determining which, if either, of the 
two $500 bonds was the property of Mr. Fulford. 
In view of fi and to further protect the Government t a 


second ent by reason of the passage of said bill, it is respectfully su; 
gested that Senate ill be amende: 5 
of the amount claimed, and that a proviso be inserted therein to the follow- 
effect, viz: “Provided, T. d Treas 
ment that there are now outstanding and 4 555 a $100 coupon 
4 3411. of the loan 


, of which d 
of the . — is hereby authorized and diręeted to pro- 
md of indemnity whenever said coupon bonds shall have 
* 


A tin Secretarie 
cting Secre 
Hon. R, F. PETTIGREW, 

United States Senate, 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to submit a remark or 
two on this bill. I want to say to the House that my attention 
was distracted by certain gentlemen afew moments ago who were 
endeayoring to convince me that I knew nothing whatever about 
the bill to which I had objected, while the bill just preceding this 
was passed, giving the widow of some rear- a pension of 
$50 a month. Of course, 850 a month is not a great amount, but 
the bill would no doubt go into conference, and we should ulti- 
mately have a bill to pay a pension of $75 or $100 a month. My 
position is well known on the floor of this House—that I never 
would allow any pension bill to pass here giving these extraordi- 
nary amounts to the widows of officers of the y or Sekt I 
trust that hereafter gentlemen will not distract my attention from 
these cases when they are coming up. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 


passed, 
On motion of Mr. GAMBLE, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 
JOHN LONG. 


Mr. RANEY. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill which I send to the desk. oF 
The bill (H. R. 9666) to correct and amend the military record 
of John Long, late private Company H, Thirty-first Regiment Mis- 
souri Volunteers, was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the records of the War Department be, and the 
e are hereby, amended and corrected so as to show that John Long, late 
vate in Company. H. e Regiment Missouri Volunteers, United 
tates Army, was duly recruited, enlisted, and enrolled as a private soldier 
in said company and 8 on or about the 22d day of August, 1862, and 
that he was honorably harged from said service in said com yand 
ent in November, 1862, on account of disabilities incurred w. in line 
of duty in said company and regiment. $ 


The amendmentreported by the committee was read, as follows: 

At the end of the bill strike out the words: 

On account of disabilities incurred while in line of duty in said company 
and regimer.t.” 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion.of Mr. RANEY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


IMPROVEMENT OF GOVERNMENT RESERVATION, FORT SMITH, ARK. 


Mr. LITTLE. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 2923) for the better improvement of the 
Government reservation at the city of Fort Smith, in the State of 
Arkansas, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read. : 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. I object. 

MARY s. HIGGINS. 


Mr. HICKS. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill R. 4099) granting a pension to Mary S. Higgins, widow of Col. Jacob 
Se 55 9 late of Johnstown, Pa. 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll, subject to the oe 
sions and tations of the general pension laws, the name of Mary S. Hig- 

the widow of Jacob who was a Mexican veteran of Pennsylvan 
and colonel of the One hundred and twenty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry and the Twenty-second Pennsylv: Volunteer Cavalry in the war 
of the rebellion. 
i The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
OWs: 


After the word “rebellion,” in line 10, add: and pay her a pension of $30 
per month, in lien of that which she is now receiving.“ 
pom the title so as to read: A bill to increase the pension of Mary S. 
"Yue 


There being. no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

The amendment to the bill was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be en: and read a third 
time; and it was e read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HICKS, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the title of this bill will be 
amended as proposed by the committee. 

There was no objection. 

CHARLES DEAL. 


Mr. FOOTE. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 5597) for the relief of Charles Deal, 
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The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Sane Bf of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
and directed pay to Charles Deal, late a deputy collector of customs at 
Champlain, N. V., the sum — es for 5 incurred by him in the case 
of Hugh O'Hara against Deal, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. PAYNE. I should like to hear the sein 
The report (by Mr. SNOVER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5507) for 
the relief of Charles Deal, having had the same under consideration, report 
it back to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

As a part of this report we print House Ex. Doc. No. 188. second session 
Fifty-third Congress, which y explains this bill and contains the reasons 
given for our action: 

House Ex. Doc. No. 185, Fifty-third Congress, second session.] 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, April 7, 1894. 

SIr: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a communication from 
the Commissioner of Customs of the 4th instant, submitting the account of 
Charles D: late deputy collector of customs at 3 N. V., for reim- 
e expenses incurred by him in the case of Hugh O Hara vs. said 


in which suit the jury, in January, 1892, returned a verdict of no cause of 
action, and the fees o 

to $240.04 

the said Charles Deal. 

The provision of law for the A by the United States of costs in suits 
ane officers of the revenue is that made by section 989 of the Revised 
Statutes. That provision is restricted to cases in which a recovery is had 

inst such officer of the revenue upon conditions prescribed by statute. 
here having been no recove aen the deputy collector in the case 

sainak Mr. Deal, there is no autho: 15 of law for pa: the costs therein. 
e amount accruing tothe United States by the sale öf the goods referred 


to was $350.06. 
und for relief, I have to recommend 


As these facts constitute equitable 
that the appropriation of $240.04 asked for be granted. 

N Spn 

Acting le 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 


ully, yours, 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS, 
Washington, D. C., April h, 1894. 

SIR: e e Bg the claim of Charles Deal, late deputy collector of cus- 
toms at Champlain, N. Y., for reimbursement of arpensa incurred by him 
in the case of Hugh O'Hara vs. Charles Deal, etc., which was reported to you 
by me on the l6th of January last, I have now to further report that he Tas 
furnished vouchers in support of said claim amounting to .04, being the 
whole amount of said claim, with the exception of the item charged by him 
for interest, which, in my judgment, should not be allowed. Each voucher 
contains a statement that the amount thereof has been paid to the person 
receipting therefor by Charles Deal. and is attested under oath. 

This proof removes my previous objection to the recommendation of this 
claim to Congress for an appropriation. 

‘The vouchers referred to are herewith transmitted. 


ae ies WM. H. PUGH, 
Commissioner of Customs, 


The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROU: 
HoUsE OF REPRESENTATIVES, UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C., March 29, 1394. 
Sin: I have the honor to inclose herewith rs in the matter of claim of 
Charles Deal, late a deputy collector, — the United States, to Which 
papers I ask your kind attention. 
Yours, respectfully, 


Hon. J. G. 8 
Secretary of the Tre 


JOHN M. WEVER, M. C. 
asury, Washington, D. C. 


CHAMPLAIN, N. L., March 20, 189%. 
SIR: * find statement, with vouchers, for full amount of claim, as 


In refi to the item of interest, will say, 
$1.08 not rocoipts from seizure since Setobor, 1800, and Ye wen inthe arabes 
ion of m sustain 5 
but just that I should be allowed the interest thereon? o 
fully, yours, 
Hon. WX. H. PUGH, 
Commissioner of Customs, Washington, D. C. 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the consid 
ation of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and r a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passad. 

On motion of Mr. FOOTE, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


JOHN L. JEFFERIES. 
Mr. BROMWELL. Iask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 2308) for the relief of John L. Jefferi late a captain i th 
hundred and tenth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. co 


CHARLES DEAL. 


late a captain of Company K, One 
vania Volunteers, and to issue to him an honorable discharge, to da 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 


of this bill? 
Mr. STEELE. Let us have the report read. 
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Mr. BROMWELL. The report is quite long. I trust I may be 


allowed to make an 
Mr. STEELE. W. 


tion. 
I object. 
THOMAS WILLIAMS. 


Mr.SHAFROTH. Task unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 517) for the relief of Thomas Williams, 
= N of Sa aye folding Zoom, 8 n aaa received while 

the discharge o uties, in the year $ 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. COX. From what committee does this bill come? 

Mr. SHAFROTH. From the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. COX. Then I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the Chair 
zi lay before the House a communication from the Clerk of the 

ouse. 


OONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—BENOIT VS. BOATNER, 


Tas SPEAKER laid before the House the following; which was 
reac: 
OLERK'S OFFICE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., January 9, 1897. 
DEAR Sin; The contested-election case of Alexis Benoit vs. Charles J. Boat- 


ner, of the Fifth Congressional district of Louisiana, if mitted to take 
its usual course, and full time is used in the pre on of briefs (sixty days), 
can not reach the House for its action before its final adjournment. 


I call your attention to the status of this case, in order that the House may 
take such action as it may deem best. 
Yours, truly, A. McDOWELL. 
Clerk House of Representatives, 
Hon. THOMAS B. REED, 
Speaker 


House of Representatives. 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the Chair will refer 
this case to the Committee on Elections No. 2, which has had 
under consideration the other Louisiana case. The Chair will 
state that this is done with the consent and agreement of the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. BoaTNer], the sitting member, 
‘Without objection, the papers in the case will be prin 

There was no objection. É 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks 
announced that the Senate had disagreed to the amendments of 
the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1722) to approve and 
ratify the construction of a bridge across the Sulphur River, in 
the State of Arkansas, by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Railway 
Company, asked a conference with the House on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. VEST, Mr. 
NeLsoN, and Mr. Berry as the conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to tha 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 2176) 
granting a pension to Thomas Pollock. 


OLEOMARGARINE, ETC, 


The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees 
for reports. The pending question is on the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the House refused to order the previous ques- 
tion upon the bill (H. R. 1221) to make oleomargarine and all 
other imitation dairy products subject to the laws of the State or 
Territory into which they are transported. At the time when 
this motion was made it was followed by a motion to adjourn; 
and some gentleman 
reconsider, for which t 

ven when the matter came up again, if any gentleman 

make that motion. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois, I make the motion. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. I will move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to sub- 
mit a proposition, and I think time will be saved by 3 to it. 

If this motion is laid on the table it, of course, leaves the bill 
0 to discussion and amendment. If it should not be laid on 
the t table and the motion is reconsidered, I should even then ask, 
as I did repeatedly on yesterday, for an agreement as to time for 
discussion and amendment. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Submit your proposition. 

Mr. GROUT. Now, I ask unanimous consent that an hour 
f° far as I am concerned, I think that will be sufficient—that an 

our be given to the discussion of the bill, and for the 23 
amendments under the rule, and that a vote be taken the r 
upon the third pag, Se the bill. 

Mr. CANNON. 


y not put it in this way, if the gentleman |. 


from Vermont will allow a suggestion: That by unanimous con- 
sent the pr i may be vacated which refused the previous 
uestion, and that after an hour has been consumed in general 
bate, the bill be open in the House as in Committee of the 


ropnie lay on the table the motion to 
hair er there would be 3 = 


Whole for amendments under the five-minute rule. In that way, 
of course, the gentleman will keep control of the previous question. 

Mr. GROUT. That will be entirely satisfactory to me, sir. 

Mr. BAILEY. I would suggest that if the motion to lay on 
the table were withdrawn, and the motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the House refused to order the previous question were 
withdrawn, it would still leave it open for debate. But by unani- 
mous consent, if the oe is granted, and I see no objection to 
it, that same result would be reached. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the proposition of the 
gentleman from Vermont to the House. 

The gentleman asks unanimous consent that the . 
under the motion for the previous question be withdrawn. 


there objection? 

Mr. CANNON, I think that it should be coupled with a fur- 
ther request for unanimous consent that time be allowed for gen- 
eral debate and for the consideration of the bill and the offering 
of amendments in the House as in Committee of the Whole 
under the five-minute rule. 


The SPEAKER, The Chair will submit the request of the gen- 


tleman from Vermont. The geen asks unanimous consent 
that ie may be allowed to withdraw the demand for the previous 
question—— 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman will permit 
me before that request is submitted. I know of four or five gen- 
tlemen on this side of the House who have expressed a desire for 
time, and I hardly think that thirty minutes would be sufficient, 
I think it would require a little more time, probably forty min- 


utes. . 
Mr. GROUT. What time would the gentleman from Missis- 


“tir WILL 
te LIAMS. I would suggest that the gentleman ask 
unanimous consent for one hour and a half. 

Mr. GROUT. That is entirely satisfactory tome. I ask unan- 
imous consent to withdraw the motion for the previous question 
and that the House have general debate for one hour anda half 
on the bill, and amendments afterwards under the five-minute 
rule in the House as in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont? 

There was no objection. 

Mr, WILLIAMS. I ask unanimous consent that the time 
granted be equally divided between the two sides, one side to be 
controlled by the gentleman from Vermont and the other to be 
controlled by any gentleman on this side of the House whom the 


Speaker nate 

Mr. GROUT. I will not object to that, . I may be per- 
mitted to say that on yesterday forty minutes the hour were 
consumed by the opponents of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the division of the time 
equally between the two sides? f 

There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the Chair will recog- 
nize the gentleman from Vermont to control the time of the 
. and the gentleman from Mississippi in opposition to 

e bill. 

There was no objection. 


OLEOMARGARINE, ETO. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont is recognized 
as in control of the floor. 
Mr. GROUT. Will the gentleman from Mississippi proceed 


t? : 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. er, I yield ten minutes to the gen- 
tleman from Florida [Mr. PER]. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. Mr. 8 I will not detain the 
House possibly for the ten minutes allowed me, but I do wish to call 
to the attention of the House and to emphasize the importance of 
the legislation upon which we now propose to enter. It isa matter 
of elementary knowledge to every man who has studied at all the 
formation of the Constitution of this country that one of the chief 
motives that induced the formation of the Union and the adoption 
of that Constitution was the vesting in Congress of the control 
and regulation of interstate commerce. Now, this question is no 
party one; it is no sectional one; it is much broader than the mere 
question of whether or not dairy farmers in Vermont shall be 
authorized to discriminate against a commercial product manu- 
factured in the State of Ilinois. We stand to-day upon ground 
where we have boundaries and limits. We passed an act giving 
to the States the power to legislate, under their police powers, in 
matters affecting the sale of intoxicating liquors, even in the 
original package. 

ow, we can stand on that. We can say whisky is a thing by 
itself, and has always been under the police power and is known 
to nie police ulation;” but the moment we pass there and 
say t we will te to the several States the power to regu- 
late the sale of the products of other States—admittedly not such 


1897. 


as are necessarily injurious either to health or to morals—the 
moment we do that we invite constant assaultson Congress by 
various interests from the different States. Whenever there shall 
come here any article that can command votes enough, or when- 
ever there shall come any combination of articles that can com- 
mand votes enough, Jon will have demands that the power of 
Congress be relega to the States to permit them to legislate 
nominally under the police power. but really to permit legislation 
by some States to prevent competition in trade between articles 
which they produce and articles produced by other States. 
Now, many States would like that power as to various articles. 
If I could get a provision as to Chicago beef attached as an amend- 
ment to this bill, along with Chicago oleomargarine, I should like 
to have it, for we find in Florida the pressure of those great Chi- 
cago companies, not only actually driving out of the market, but 
rohibiting our people from fattening or selling their own beef 
E their own State, saying to butchers, “If you buy Florida-fed 
beef, we will crush you out.” But yet we have not come to Con- 
gress and asked for the power to legislate on the sale of beef from 
other States. If you give such power under the of an — 
tion law, you put it wholly in the power of a State to te 
and to control the traffic. 3 
Now, Mr. Speaker, here, where necessarily we exercise powers 
that affect material interests, we have frequent contests. We 
have them on the tariff, we are going to have them more and more 
on internal-revenue taxes, under certain precedents which we 
have set; but, sir, we can stop to-day in abandoning control of 
interstate commerce at the statute concerning intoxicating liquors. 
The moment we pass that threshold and declare that Congress will 
relegate to the States, under so-called police powers, the authority 
to regulate the sale of any commercial article not generally recog- 
nized and admitted to be injurious and within the interstate-com- 
merce clause of the Constitution, that moment we have no line 
where we can say thus far we will go and no farther.” It is 
not an idle apprehension that Congress will be constantly impor- 
tuned to go into this discriminating legislation. Wes have it 
here as certainly as we pass this bill. hy should we a bill of 
this character? The gentleman from Vermont pr: ROUT] says 
that the Supreme Court of the United States held that the 
States ee have sufficient police power to prevent the fraudu- 
lent sale of any article in imitation of another. If this is true. and 
his bill proposes nothing more, then we need no further legisla- 
tion. Tf his bill does propose something more, then we ought not 
to enter upon such legislation. 
Mr. BOATNER. the gentleman will allow me a suggestion 
right there 
Mr. COOPER of Florida. With pleasure. 
Mr. BOATNER. The real object of the bill is to add to the 
ice powers of the States byenabling them to absolutely prohibit 
e sale of an article within their territory which is being manu- 
factured and sold under a license issued by the United States. 
Mr. COOPER of Florida. Undoubtedly. I understand that. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, it has been said to me, You are a Demo- 
crat and a State-rights man. How do you oppose such legisla- 
tion?” There is no party consideration in this question; but, sir, 
the doctrine of the Democratic party, as I understand it, is and 
always has been that we stand on the Constitution of our fathers, 
not extending it by latitudinous construction, and not undertak- 
ing to sap or to weaken any of the legitimate powers vested in the 
Federal eee And this is not only a legitimate power, it is 
an absolutely essential power. The moment we begin to delegate 
to the States the power to control interstate commerce we bring 
about the very evils that this Union was framed to terminate. 
We throw all interstate commerce into confusion. One State will 
desire to discriminate against one thing, and another against 
another, and, as I have said, whoever can get votes enough here, 
either because one article is produced in a majority of States, and 
another in a minority, or because certain interests can combine 
and get votes to relegate to the States the power to discriminate 
and to prevent the sale of those articles within the States, they will 
do it, and Congress will be plagued with this precedent in a thou- 
sand forms. It isa new precedent which goes beyond anything 
we have ever done before. We are making a new precedent in 
constitutional legislation here. We are beginning to pull down 
one of the greatest bulwarks of the Constitution and to destroy 
one of its most beneficial features, and, sir, I for one do protest 
against entering on a path which I foresee will be so disastrous to 
the commercial interests of this whole country in the end, and 
will lead to infinite confusion, to continuous strife and conflict, 
and which will answer no good purpose in the long run, even to 
those who are now favoring it. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
T. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from 
V 
2 5 2 „it is ur; against the 
sage of this bill that Congress would be surrendering to the 5 
States a power which it ought not to surrender. It is claimed that 
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magol interstate commerce. with the iđea. I 
not have time to-day, in the short time allotted to me, to go over 
this subject fully. I desire to call special attention to twoor three 
matters only. One is this: That the people of this country in the 
various States have entered upon a justifiable warfare against 
adulterated and poisonous food products. If there is one thing 
that the people are determined apon, it is that the food products 
which are sold to the people shall be pure if it is possible to make 
them so; especially that they shall be free from deleterious drugs, 
etc. So far as the States are concerned, if there be any adulter- 
ated food product produced in the State offered for sale they have 
full power to regulate or prohibit it. Most of the States have 
passed very stringent legislation in this line, and the legislation 
upon this subject goes further than upon most any other criminal 
subject known. It is provided that an act, to wit, the sale of an 
adulterated product, shall constitute a crime. It has been held by 
all the State courts passing upon the question, and is held by the 
Supreme Court of the Uni States, that knowledge was not 
a part of the ingredient of the crime, and the “ fact” alone con- 
stituted the crime. They place it upon the high ground of 

ions, and the right of the people to declare that to bea 
crime, without knowledge, which will interfere with the health 
and life of the people. 

Now, I would be glad to know why it is that the people of Nli- 
nois or of Kentucky, if they ship to the State of Ohio or Iowa a 
food product, shall not be subject to the same regulations possar 
that the manufacturers of that kind of a product shall be in the 
State of Iowa or the State of Ohio. I see no objection. 

Mr. BOATNER, Will the gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Fora question. 

Mr. BOATNER. Is it a fact that there can be sold in any State 
any product from any other State which falls within the purview 
of the health and inspection laws of the State where it is offered 


to be sold? 
Mr. NORTHWAY. So far as the original-package decision of 
entleman will remember—goes 


Leasey against somebody—the 

it has been held that one sale made in the original package can no 
be interfered with. How far the pee wince opinion of the 
ay Court goes to modify that I am no 3 to say. 

r. BOATNER. If the gentleman will allow me to 
attention to the fact, the decision to Which he refers does not go 
to the extent of saying that an article can be sold in an original 
package one time when that article will be injurious to health 
and is inhibited by the inspection laws of that State and it hasa 
bad effect S pole th and publie morals. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. If the people of the State have full control 
of this matter, then this bill will confer no power upon the State 
and will take none from the General Government. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. If the gentleman will pardon me 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Ican not yield to the gentleman. I have 
not time to carry on a dialogue. 

If the people had full control over the matter, under the given 
opinion of the Supreme Court or any law then existing in am 
State, then it will not harm us to grant the power asked for in 
bill. Isubmit this, that so far as food products are concerned 
and I am not prepared to go into all interstate commerce but so 
far as food product is concerned, it should be under the control 
of the people of the State, because they can control it better than 
we can. 

Now, take any law that we may pass upon the subject. How 
will we enforce it? Take a food-product law. If we should en- 
force it, it will take an army of officers, or it will not be worth 
anything at all. Take the article of French pease, as insignificant 
as they look to be. They are adulterated. They are nothing but 
common pease colored by a coloring matter that is highly poison- 
ous. Every can of French is colored by a mineral colorin 
matter, and sold in the various States. It costs about $5 for eac 
analysis, and the General Government can not control the business 
at all, and you can not protect the people against it. We have no 
power unless we create a great army of officers bylaw. Ifwe con- 

er power upon the States to enforce these regulations, we intrust 
the people of the States to enforce them. If the State of Ohio en- 
ters upon a warfare and determines to give the people a pure food 
product, I say let the people of no other State have any more power 
on that subject than anybody in the State of Ohio. 

Take an instance that has justcome to my knowledge. To-day, 
at the great Soldiers’ Home in the city of Dayton, Ohio—and i 
make this assertion upon positive proof—to-day, at the great Sol- 
diers’ Home at Dayton, they are advertising for 48,000 pounds of 
oleomargarine, to be bought of Armour & Co., and they have 
bought it at 7 cents a pound, while the legislature of the State of 
Ohio denies to the convicts in the Ohio penitentiary the use of any 
such article. Why isit that the directors of that institution are 
to be allowed to supply our old soldiers with 7-cent truck, which 
is miscalled butter,“ while the convicts in the Ohio penitentiary 
are supplied with pure butter? Why should not both institutions 
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be under the same regulation in that respect? I have here the 
charge that has been made, and the admission on the part of the 
management of the Soldiers’ Home that they are buying this oleo- 
margarine, and they propose to buy another supply at the end of 
the quarter, at 7 cents a pound, to feed to the old soldiers of our 
country, while the convicts in the State penitentiary are supplied 
with pure butter. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit that the people of Ohio are capable of 
dealing with this subject, and if there is any power that we hold 
that we can confer apon them in relation to it, I insist that that 
power should be conferred, and that it is our duty, as it should be 
our pleasure, to give them the full right to obtain pure food prod- 
ucts, so that all these articles may be dealt with alike, and that 


the people may guard against impure and deleterious food. We tha 


should give the power to the people of the State, because we can 
not enforce it ourselves. As I have already said, if the Federal 
Government should undertake to enforce this power it would take 
an army of officers to do it, and then it would not be done effectu- 
ally. I insist that this bill is 55 asa business prop- 
osition. There is no sentiment in it. ere is no reason in saying 
that it is surrendering a power on the part of the General Goy- 
ernment that it ought not to surrender. I submit that it is 
simply surrendering to the people of each State what they ought 
to have, the power to control in all matters relative to food prod- 
ucts, whether to regulate them or to prohibit whatever is impure 
and deleterious. 

Mr. BOATNER. If it will not interrupt the gentleman, I would 
like to ask him a direct question. 

Mr. NORTHWAY.. I will hear it. 

Mr. BOATNER. The gentleman thinks that the legislature of 
Ohio should be given the absolute right to prohibit the sale of 
oleomargarine within the limits of that State. Now, if the leg- 
islature of Illinois were to declare that all cattle raised in the State 
of Ohio were unhealthy and were to pass a sweeping statute pro- 
hibiting the sale of any Ohio carcasses in Illinois, would the gen- 
tleman think that statute was constitutional and ought to be 
sustained? 

Mr. NORTHWAY. The gentlemanasks half a dozen questions 
in one. He asks if I think the people of Ohio, or the legislature of 
Ohio, ought to have the right to prohibit the use of oleomarga- 
rine. Ireply that I think the people of Ohio ought to have full 
power to determine whether the article is a pure food product or 
not, to determine whether it is adulterated or poisoned, and to 
prohibit the sale of anadulterated and poisonous article of oleomar- 

arine, just as they ought to have, and do have, the right to pro- 
ibit the sale of an adulterated or poisonous article of butter. 
The State of Ohio will not permit the Butter maker to color his 
butter with anything that is deleterious. Why, then, should it 
permit oleomargarine to be colored with deleterious matter and 
sold in Ohio as a food product? And yet to-day, under the deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court, oleomargarine can be sold in original 
kages, and it is sold to hotels and boarding houses, and it is 
reaking down the farming industry of our country, it is bring- 
ing into use a deleterious food product, and, just as the people of 
Ohio have the right to prohibit the manufacture or sale of adul- 
terated butter or adulterated cheese, so, I claim, they ought to 
have the same right to determine whether the manufacturer of 
oleomargarine is selling in original packages a pure article of 
oleomargarine or whether he is selling an adulterated article. I 
say there ought not to be any discrimination between food prod- 
ucts, and I hold that the States should have full control in all 
these matters. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 
P 1 ETE Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer an amendment 
to this bill. 

The SPEAKER 1 — tempore (Mr. BLUE). The Chair will say 
to the gentleman from Virginia that the amendment is not in 
order “ie this time unless he desires to have it read as a part of his 
remarks. 

Mr. TUCKER. Then, Mr. Speaker, I will merely offer it to 
be pending, and will state to the House, as I stated yesterday, 
that this amendment provides for striking out all after the word 
1 in line 3, down to and including the word cream,“ in 

ine 6. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. S er, I raise a point of order on that. 

Mr. TUCKER, Mr. Speaker, I think this amendment is clearly 
right if the bill is right. This bill, as I read it, is practically 
drawn from the law which was passed by Congress on the 8th of 


August, 1890, in response to the “ original-package” decision. As 
the House will remember, that law had reference to liquor, and to 
liquor alone. Here is a bill proposed in the exact form of that 


law, but covering another article of commerce. My friend from 
Florida [Mr. CoorER] has intimated that if we this bill now 
we shall probably have a similar bill covering Chicago beef, and 
then we may look for another applying to the lard which is made 
in Chicago. If the principle of this bill is right, why should we 
be cutting off a few articles every year instead of declaring our 
will by one general statute covering the whole? 


Why, Mr. aa just look at this. My friend says that it is 
a dangerous thing, that the commerce clause of the Constitution 
is being invaded, and that the passage of this bill will create great 
trouble in the country. I can not sympathize with that feeling. 
Why? The bill is carefully drawn, it seems to me. It declares 
that this article, when it arrives within the limits of such State or 
Territory— 

Shall be subject to the operation and effect of the laws of such State or 
Territory— s 

Laws how enacted?— z 
enacted in the exercise of its police power. 

The commerce clause can not interfere with or override the 
lice power of the State. We admit the power and the necessity 
t commerce and trade between the States shall be free. There 
is no confusion in the accepted construction of the commerce pro- 
vision of the Constitution and that which is r ized as the 
police power of the States. I recognize that this bill is nothing in 
the world but a declaration of what the Constitution is. It ns 
not propose to confer greater rights than now exist. It simply 
contemplates that the commerce clause shall have its full, free, 
active 8 in every direction, except when it comes in con- 
flict with that power which has been recognized by all decisions 
from time immemorial. As to any subject of commerce, either a 
food product or impure literature—in other words, whatever may 
be hurtful to the morals or the health of a people—as to those 
things the commerce clause yields to the police power of the State; 
and the power is left in the State to say, under the police power, 
This thing is deleterious and hurtful to the people. and there- 
fore the commerce clause must yield to the police power to protect 
the community.” 

Now, I ap to my honorable friend from Vermont to joi 
with me in stopping this chopping-up process which we haveh 
for six years in this House. enever a man begins to feel the 
effect of the evils of this system he comes in with an individual 
bill to help his individual matter. I say let us stop this whole 
thing by one bill, which can be done by accepting the amendment 
I have offered. 

Mr. GROUT. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. MORSE]. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. 8 I propose to vote for this bill. I 
believe it is a proper and just bill. And in voting for it I represent 
Massachusetts. Our State has passed stringent laws against these 
frauds called oleomargarine, imitation butter, or imitation cheese, 
In the Commonwealth which I have the honor in part to repre- 
sent, a boarding house that uses this vile stuff on its table must 
hang up in its dining room a sign: Imitation butter used here.” 
The manufacturers of this product in my State are not allowed 
to color it in imitation of the color of butter; they are obliged 
to sell it white, or its natural color, so that the man who butters 
his bread with it can see what article he is using. 

This bill pro to protect the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts from haying brought into her borders from other States this 
imitation product and sold contrary to the laws of the State. 
Ever since I have been a member of the House I have consistently 
and persistently voted for every measure that looked to the sup- 
presson of oleomargarine, imitation butter, or imitation cheese. 

very one of us has a personal interest in this matter. I, for one, 
do not want to butter my bread with soap grease, even if it has 
been chemically treated. 

The board of health of Massachusetts was called upon, while I 
was a member of the State legislature, to pass upon the healthful- 
ness of this product; and that board, composed of some of the most 
eminent men in our Commonwealth, said, among other things, that 
the door for the propagation of that awful disease known as 
‘**trichinosis”” was thrown open to some extent at least by the manu- 
facture of this poaa And why?. They explained why. They 
said that the oil of the hog, in order to be made into oleomarga- 
rine or butterine or any of these other products named here, could 
not be brought up to such a temperature that the diseased germs 
would be destroyed, because this extreme heat would break the 
globules and the butter could not be churned. On the strength 
of that report by the board of health of Massachusetts, the legis- 
lature, of which I was at the time a member, passed this very 
stringent measure to which I have called attention. 

I have said that in my Judgment this is a just and good bill 
I do not understand that it adds anything to the existing law. Ad 
explained by the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. GROUT] yester- 
day, it simply peatirms the decision of the Supreme Court, which 
was delivered by a divided court, and is liable therefore to be re- 
versed and overthrown. The manufacture of imitation butter and 
cheese is a fraud upon the great farming interests of this country, 
I have, since I have been a member of this House, voted uniformly, 
consistently, and persistently for every measure in the interests of 
the great farming class of our country. There are a great man 
tribunes of the farmers who are demagogues, who stand up an 
demand in the interest of the farmers things which would be 
. their interest cheap money, for instance. But Ido be- 

eve it to be in the interest of the farmer I believe it to be wise, 
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just, and proper—to legislate in behalf of the great dairy inter- 
ests of this country. 

I have listened to some of the constitutional arguments of the 
learned gentleman from Louisiana and the learned gentleman from 
Virginia. And when I hear some of these learned lawyers, judges, 
and jurists discourse upon the Constitution, I sometimes think of 
a minister that I heard of, of whom it was said that his principal 
qualification was that he could split a theological hair, and it was 
not so good after he had split it as it was before. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, Iam loyal to the Constitution of my country. 
I find in it a provision about interstatecommerce. If there is any- 
thing in that provision that will enable us to suppress, control, or 
restrain the sale of this vile, dirty compound, unfit for human 
food, I will vote for such a measure every time, and I wish my 
friend from Vermont would bring in some more bills like this for 
me to vote for. 

Mr. GROUT. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. LACEY]. k j 

Mr. LACEY. r. Speaker, the opposition to the pending bill 
seems to be under the control mainly of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi . WILLIaus]. Ihave on my table the statutes of the 
State of Mississippi, which provide that a person who sells, manu- 
factures, or exposes for sale, as an article of food consumption, 
oleoma ine, and so on, without being properly branded, shall 
be punted I will quote the exact language of the statute: 

. 12 or offers for sale as 
Ge e ch tcOd, me AO TAE Gx cokes DATAN ip ELSTA ne AAT 
article of food, without disclosing the imitation by a suitable and plainly 
visible mark or brand, indicating and naming what the substance pax is, 
shall guilty of a emeanor, and, on conviction, shall be fined not less 
than $10 nor more than $100, or be imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding 
on month, or both. 

That is the language of the statute of the State of Mississippi, 
and shows the views of the people of Mississippi as to the charac- 
ter of this product. : 

Up to 1890 it was understood that any State had the power to 
make such law with reference to intoxicating liquors, with refer- 
ence to cigarettes, or anything which in the Judgment of theState 
would seem deleterious to human health, or which in the judg- 
ment of the State might be used as a cheat or a fraud, to deceive 
consumers under the guise of the genuine article; that the power 
to regulate or prohibit the sale of such articles within the limits 
of the State was unquestioned. In 1890, however, this great con- 
stitutional right, of which my friend from Florida [Mr. COOPER] 
has spoken, and which he cli gs to so tenaciously, was for the 
first time discovered. He did not know it before; none of us knew 
of the existence of that constitutional right until the Leisy case, 
decided in 1890, as to intoxicating liquors. So we are not limiting 
the ancient powers of the General Government, as stated by the 
gentleman. This bill proposes to prevent the use of interstate 
commerce so as to allow cheats and frauds upon the people. 

te sale of an imitation of butter as butter is a crime at com- 
mon law. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it has been suggested that if we stop the sale 
of this imitiation butter or ‘‘bull butter” and these other fraudu- 
lent articles which are sold in imitation of wholesome products 
which have been in use among mankind for thousands of years, 
the next step will be to interfere with the sale of Chicago beef. 
Chicago puts up canned beef, and so does Kansas City. Suppose 
the packers should put into the cans the flesh of the horse. Horse- 
fiesh is not universally considered unwholesome; it is esteemed a 
good article of food by some people, and some nations prefer it 
even to beef, The opponents of this bill might say, Shall you 
interfere with wholesome horse beef? It is true it is sold as beef; 
it is true that it is branded ‘beef’ and so sold, and the public do 
not know the difference; but if a man don’t know what he is eat- 
ing, if he can not tell the difference, what harm does it do, and 
why should you interfere with the right of the packers in Kansas 
City and Chicago to put up and sell horse meat as beef?” That 
is the logic of their argument, and yet, Mr. Speaker, the mere 
statement of such a proposition would turn the stomachs of the 
constituents of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMS]. 
Taey would feel outraged if it was attempted to sell horse meat to 
them instead of beef under the protection of interstate-commerce 


WS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the gentleman permit me 

an LACEY. No; I have but a few moments and I can not 
yield. 

An honest.cow is the noblest work of God, and the best of her 
1 is a good article of butter, and nothing will destroy the 

iry business of this country, one of the very largest interests in 
the nation, any quicker than to tolerate by law, under the guise 
of the protection of commerce, the sale of counterfeit and imi- 
tation butter made of heg’s lard, cotton-seed oil, or any other 
spurious article, under the guise of butter. 

This hill simply proposes to do with the outside products that 
are brought into a State for sale exactly what the State does now 
or may do with its own food products, When the product arrives 
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in 1 0 or Iowa we can regulate how it shall be sold, and 
are enabled thereby to protect the purchaser from being imposed 
upon; but we have no power, except under the local laws of the 
State, to enable our ponie to know just what they are baying: 
If a man wants to buy 7-cent oleomargarine, he ought to be allow 
to purchase it, of course. Thatis hisright. Butatthesametime 
he ought to know what he is buying. He ought not to beimposed 
upon and made to buy oleomargarine under the name of butter. . 
e national law forbids the counterfeiting of national-bank notes 
or coin, and yet it would not be held that the States could not 
rotect themselves by local enactments on the same subject simply 
use the Constitution gives Congress the exclusive control of 
the subject under its general powers. 
This oleomargarine act was passed as a revenue measure. It 
po for taxation upon the product; it provides not only for 
e collection of revenue, but it provides the mode by which 
ple engaged in commerce throughout the country, when dealing 
in this subject, shall be required to protect their customers. But 
when this article arrives within the limits of the State the Con- 
gressional enactment is no longer regarded. Fraudulent dealers 
strip off the brand or marks required under the Congressional act 
to protect the innocent purchaser, and then they begin to perpe- 
trate frauds upon the local consumers. Why, then, should not 
the State have power to =P in and provide a remedy under its 
own police regulation? Why should not Mississippi, when this 
product is brought there, employ such methods as will enable the 
constituents of my friend to tell exactly what they are buying? 
Why should the subjected to this fraud? 
. WIL The State of Mississippi has that power, and 


L 8 
exercises it every day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Iowa 
yield to the eg gee from Mississippi? 

Mr. LACEY. I ean not; my time is about exhausted. The 
gentleman says that the State of Mississippi exercises that power; 
butif the article is sold as an original package, the power of the 
State may be undermined and destroyed. 

ee the hammer fell. 

. WILLIAMS. I 
CANNON] such time as he desires. 

Mr. C ON. Mr.Speaker,I think we had better see “ where 
we are at” in this proposed legislation. In 1886 I voted to levy a 
tax of 2 cents a pound on oleomargarine. The gentleman from 
Towa [Mr. Lacey] says it is a revenue measure. Yes; because 
only under the guise of a revenue measure could we enact it. But 
we enacted it because gentlemen, like the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. MoRsE] and others, took the ground that here was 
a food product that was masquerading in false colors. They said 
it was an unwholesome product, and all that kind of thing, and 
that people should be compelled to sell it for what itis. Now, I 
hold this actin my hand. What does it do? It levies a tax of 
$600 a year upon every manufacturer of oleomargarine. It levies 
a tax of $480 a year upon every wholesale dealer and a tax of $48 
a year upon every retail dealer. This is United States law. 
There are heavy penalties provided for nonpayment. 

It also levies a tax of 2 cents upon every pound sold. What 
else does it do? Icall the attention of my friend from Iowa [Mr. 
Lacey] to this because, from his remarks, it appears clearly that 
he does not understand the facts. It makes the manufacturer 
pack this product in packages so marked, and, as a part of the 
revenue measure, it must remain in the package. Aye, more. 
When it goes to the retailer in the State where it is manufactured, 
or out of the State where it is manufactured, no particle of it can be 
sold by the retailer except he puts it in a new package that is 
tattooed all over with the information that it is oleomargarine, 
This Federal law provides severe penalties for any violation of 
the act from the time this article is manufactured down to the 
time it goes into the hands of the consumer. Is there any com- 

laint that that law is not enforced? The gentleman from Iowa 
Mr. Lacey] says that when it goes to another State thus marked 
it is remoyed from the packages, and that it is sold as butter. 
Now, I say to my friend from Iowa [Mr. Lacey] that he evidently 
does not speak with knowledge 
0 mr GROUT. It is done every day, and convictions are had 
ori 

yr CANNON. It can not be done without fine and imprison- 
ment. 

Mr. LACEY. When they are caught they are punished, but 
they are not caught. 

Mr, CANNON. When they are caught they are 1 the 
gentleman says. When a man commits murder and is convicted 
he is hanged. The United States in enforcing its revenue laws 
has enforced them with more vigor and efficiency than any other 
laws have been enforced, and so with this. 

Mr. LACEY, But the United States officers are after the rev- 
enue ret 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, certainly, the United States officers are 
after the revenue, and the protection comes in, as I understand it, 


] 
eld to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
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in that way. They are after the revenue, just as they are after 
the revenue on. tobacco under the law which provides that a stamp 
must be canceled when the 8 5 are sold from a box. 

Now, what do we have? Here is a product which, I will say to 
my friend from Iowa [Mr. Lacey], his constituents and mine are 
more interested in than they are in the product of butter. 

Mr, LACEY. Oh, no. 

Mr. CANNON. It is a product made of what? Leaf lard and 
tallow, churned through milk. A wholesome product. I speak 
from knowledge. It is a far more wholesome product than three- 
quarters of the butter that is made in the United States. 

Mr. COOKE of Ilinois. Far more cleanly. 

Mr. CANNON. Far more cleanly and more wholesome, and 
where my friend from Iowa [Mr. Lacey] has one constituent 
interested in the butter trade, he has four constituents interested 
in this trade. 

Mr. MORSE. Will my friend allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. CANNON, If I can get any time. 

Mr. MORSE. We will give you all the time you want. 

Mr. CANNON. ‘The gentleman says I can have all the time I 


want. 

Mr. MORSE. I want to ask you whether you butter your 
bread with oleomargarine, if you use this—— 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, certainly I use it; and let me say to my 
friend, it is immensely better than three-quarters of the butter that 
is used as a food product. Now, here we have a product that, for 
the p of revenue, is singled out and marked from the time 
it is made until it reaches the consumer in pound or half-pound 

kages. That tells the story from beginning to end. Still this 
product has the merit that it is manufactured and consumed, and 
men who want to get rid of the competition in this product, in 
which my constituents are interested—and I represent an agricul- 
tural district—come and seek to do what? To shut it out of the 
markets entirely. 
Mor NORTHWAY. Now, will the gentleman permit a ques- 

on? 
Mr. CANNON. Well, I would sooner go on and make my 


speech. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Ili- 
nois yield? 

Mr. CANNON. I will yield later on. 

Now, what is the law? In the case of Plumley vs. Massachu- 
setts (155 United States) this statute was sustained: 
* 8 3 785 2 — or 33 render or manufacture, 
y Grice, praduck oF SEDONA TORJE MEOT or partly out of any fat, oil, 


an 
or ol 
ated milk or cream from the same, which shall be in imitation of yellow bat- 

or cream from the same; Pro- 


ter produced from pure unad 
vided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the manufacture 
and sale of oleomargarine in separate and distinct form, and in such manner 
as advise the consumer of its real character, free from coloration or ingredi- 
ents that cause it to look like butter. 

That is the Massachusetts statute. That statute has been sus- 
tained by the Supreme Court of the United States. Now, with 
that statute sustained, why does the gentleman want this legisla- 
tion? Becanse he wants the State invested with pora by Con- 

s, if it can be, to go further than the Massachusetts statute 
fae one. Let me say to the gentleman I have been informed, 
and Tesi it here as true, and I ask now to be challenged if it is 
not, that the State of New Hampshire, by legislation, declares that 
e mand shall not be sold unless it is colored pink. Now, 
the gentleman’s bill would validate that law upon the sale of this 
product—or green or blue—and the gentleman's legislation would 

further than the Massachusetts statute. It would validate the 
iw of any State that would say that this product should not be 
sold at all. Now, in addition 


Mr. GROUT. ‘Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 
Mr. CANNON. Certainly. (To Mr. WIIIIAus:) Am I taking 
too much time? 


Nr. WILLIAMS. Just go ahead. 

Mr. GROUT. The gentleman entirely misunderstands the pro- 
visions of this bill. A State law may operate under the police 
power by authority of the bill, upon this article when it is in 
*‘imitation of butter,” and only then. The bill confers only that 
authority. Now, if the gentleman will read the bill carefully, he 
will see that his remarks on this subject are all to one side of 
what the bill provides. 

Mr. C ON. Oh, well, I think not. The Massachusetts 
statute has been sustained. Now, then, does it not go far enough? 

Mr. GROUT. That is just as far as this bill goes. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, what is the necessity of this legislation 
if that is all that the gentleman wants. The State—— 

Thon SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman has 
expired. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I would be glad if they would give the 
Saar time to answer a question that I should like to ask 


Mr. WILLIAMS. How much time have I left, Mr. Speaker? 

Mr. LACEY. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman 
have five minutes in his own right. 

Mr. GROUT. Outside of the time to? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, well, if I talk abont this, I ought to have 
ten minutes. 

Mr. GROUT. Make it ten minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tem The gentleman from Vermont 
asks unanimous consent that the gentleman from Illinois be 
allowed ten minutes further time. there objection? [After a 
pause.] The Chair hears none. 

Mr. TAWNEY. I want to ask you this question. 

Mr. CANNON. Very well. 

Mr. TAWNEY. I would like to know what specific right the 
3 of oleomargarine will Jose by the passage of this 

aw 

Mr. CANNON. I will say to my friend that it places it in the 
power of the State of New Hampshire to enforce that law now 
upon the statute books, that oleomargarine shall be colored pink 
before it shall be sold, under the police powers of the State of New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. TUCKER. They have that right now. 

Mr. TAWNEY. Is it not a fact under the present law, as de- 
clared by the Supreme Court of the United States, that the State 
has the same right that it would have under this proposed law? 

Mr. CANNON. No. 

Mr. TAWNEY. If they have not, then what difference is there? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, well, if the gentleman is right, what is 
the necessity for the legislation? 

Mr. GROUT. If the gentleman will allow me 

Mr. CANNON, Now, who is going to have this ten minutes? 

Mr. TAWNEY. You have asked me a question, and I would 
like to answer it. 

Mr. GROUT. I was going to give the reason, as I have no time 
of my own. f 

Mr. CANNON. Weare under the five-minute rule, and if we 
can have further extension I will yield; but gentlemen just coming 
in from lunch. without listening to what I said in the beginning, 
and some of them es) Bee of questions and objections, they pro- 
ceed to make them. [Laughter.] Well, now, if gentlemen will 
just allow me to proosod for five or six minutes—— 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois und Mr. GROUT. You have ten minutes. 

Mr. CANNON, Well, then, I will ask for order. 

Mr. NORTHWAY, I should like to ask the gentleman a 
question. 

Mr. CANNON. I have just half a dozen asked me now. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I wish to ask you one question. 

Mr. CANNON. What is the question? 

Mr.NORTHWAY. The question is this: If there isan imita- 
tion of butter, made by a fraudulent or bogus concern, where is 
there any law or where is there any power in the State to regulate 
that matter if if is sold in the original package? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. In the sanitary and police power. 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman will read this statute here, 
the Massachusetts statute, that has been sustained—and it is a 
sweeping statute—by the Supreme Court, he will find it. 

Now, then, if the State of Vermont merely wants to exercise a 
power that it now has under the law, under its police powers, 
then this legislation is not needed; but if the State of Vermont 
wants to absolutely prohibit the sale of oleomargarine, under any 
and all conditions that it sees proper in the exercise of its police 
powers, as it does and may prohibit the sale of spirituous liquors, 
then this legislation is apt. 

Now, in my judgment, it is not desirable to do it. Let me show 
gentlemen where they are going. I say here, after investigation 
that oleomargarine is more healthful and more desirable for food. 
than three-fourths of the butter that is made in the United States. 

Mr. TAWNEY. If it is made ont of pure fat, it may not be 
unhealthful. 

Mr. NORTHWAY (in his seat). But suppose it is bogus oleo- 
margarine? 

Mr. CANNON. I trust that gentlemen who desire to interrupt 
me will do me the courtesy of rising to their feet. 8 
Oleomargarine is largely a product of my own State. e mate 
of which it is made comes from the hogs and cattle that are pro- 
duced throughout the country. 

Now, if we enter upon the palley of saying, in the interest of the 
producer of good butter or of poor butter, We will get rid of a 
competitor,” let us see where that will take us. The gentleman 

. MORSE] comes from the t old Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, of which he is proud and lam proud. She accommo- 
dates herself to circumstances. Falling off in agriculture, she 
went to dairying and to the cultivation of small products; she 


diversified her industries in various ways, and she stands to-day 
asa great Commonwealth in this country and a great force in 
civilization. I am proud of her. We are all proud of her. 
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Amongst other things, she manufactures more shoes than any 
other State. She splits the kip and “improves” the leather to 
make a ‘‘calf” shoe when it is not calf [laughter], and it takes an 
expor, to tell the difference. That product comes to my State, 
an —— 

Mr. WILLIS. Lou do not have to eat the shoes, though. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. C ON. Oh, Ido not have to eat the shoes; but I com- 
mend to the gentleman an improvement of his mind, whereby it 
can recognise the operation of a general principle withoutindulg- 
ing in a little bit of demagogy. 1 

‘ake another illustration from Massachusetts: In her great 
woolen mills she mixes shoddy with the wool, and she sells for 
dress goods and as all wool” a product that is perhaps one- 
fourth or one-half cotton, with shoddy interwoven. In Missis- 
syp they have less manufactures than in Massachusetts. Now, 
if the principle of this bill were carried to a legitimate conclusion 
it would authorize Mississippi or Ilinois, in the exercise of the 

lice powers, to 7 her people from being imposed upon by 
Bre sale of a “calf” shoe that is not calf, and of an all wool” 
textile product of the State of Massachusetts which is not all 
wool; and there would be God and 3 for it a great deal 
more than there is in this case, because the shoe that is sold for a 
calf shoe when it is counterfeit is not a good thing, and the dress 
that are sold as all wool when they are counterfeit are nota 

good thing, whereas pure oleomargarine is a good thing. 

Now, I will leave it to lawyers to wrestle about the Constitution 
and to split hairs. I put the case as a citizen of the great State of 
Illinois, representing a great agricultural district, and I say that 
it is better for us to recognize the spirit of the Constitution, the 
spirit underlying production and civilization, the spirit of com- 
merce, and to realize that, amongst ourselves at least, with forty- 
five Common wealths, making one great country, the United States 
of America, we can not afford, in the supp interest of a little 
knot of men here or a little knot of men there, to adopt prece- 
dents which if carried to their legitimate conclusion will sub- 
stantially destroy the Federal compact and make us forty-five 
independent governments, full of bickering. full of strife, full of 
jealousy, full of selfishness. [Applause.] I do not believe that 
this bill should be enacted intoJaw. Furthermore, the bill itself 
sails under false colors and professes to accomplish that which 
every honest man is content to have accomplished under the law 
as it now is and as it has been declared by our Supreme Court. 
While this bill sails under false colars it seeks to go further than 
the law now goes, and to authorize the absolute prohibition of the 
importation into the several States of the products of other States. 

r. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I now yield five minutes to the gen- 
tleman from Nebraska [Mr. Harner]. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I am heartily in favor 
of this bill. I believe the principle upon which it is based is a 
sound one and fully justifiable. e are brought face to face with 
conditions which members, I believe, generally understand. The 
dairy interest of this country, its Igast single interest, having 
an output of about $900,000,000 annnally, finds that its legitimate 
domain is invaded by the basest of counterfeits, having its home, as 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] has just told us, princi- 

Uy in the State of Illinois. The legitimate dairy products are 
being crowded out of the markets by the base semblance of low 
cost and still lower quality, Gentlemen who contend that oleo- 
margarine is a wholesome food product, that it is even better than 
butter, are reminded that oleomargarine always masquerades in 
the garb of butter, while butter never imitates oleomargarine, 
Oleomargarine in its nomenclature, in its packages, in everything 
connected with its sale, imitates butter. 

Mr. Speaker, the superior never imitates the inferior. Itis only 
the inferior and false that masquerades in the garb of the true and 
imitates the superior and the genuine. There are produced in this 
country annually about 70,000,000 pounds of oleomargarine, 99 per 
cent of which is sold as and for butter, at butter prices, and there 
is no man on the floor of this House who can by inspection dis- 
tinguish oleomargarine from butter. Oleomargarine—‘ bull but- 
ter, as we call it out West where we know it—costing 7 cents per 
pound or less, is sold for genuine butter, supplanting real butter, 
which averages 18 cents a pound. That means a fraud upon con- 
sumers of at least 11 cents per pound at the wholesale price. At 
retail the fraud aggregates at least double that sum. 

This bill proposes to place under the police regulation of the 
States this confessed imitator and fraud. The law of the United 
States is not sufficient to stamp out the fraud. The decision of 
the Supreme Court in the Pl case does, it is true, lay down a 

rinciple which allows the States to deal with the fraud. But, Mr. 

jpeaker, that decision was pronounced by a divided court. It 
overrules the decision in the case of Leisy. vs. Hardin. If weknew 
that the later decision would stand, we would be quite content 
with it. But frauds are active, their arguments are specious, and 
the personnel as well as the opinions of judges change, We there- 
fore desire to give legislative approval to that decision rendered 


in the Plumly case and thus protect the people of the United States 
from this fraud which is bearing down the prices of butter, and 


has been militating against the health and best interests of this 
country for years. It is idle to say that oleo isa wholesome prod- 
uct. It is essentially an uncooked fat. Not san poreon in a bun- 
dred voluntarily purchases and uses it. Even if wholesome, its 
use depends upon imposition, and that alone. But no uncooked 
fat is a wholesome food. 

Gentlemen can not—I care not how specious may be their argu- 
ment—make the people of this country understand that it is right 
by constitutional construction to give a status to a fraud. t 
tne cote of this country want is clean and fair dealing. We 
need in this land of ours three hundred and sixty-five days in the 
year to preach the doctrine *‘ Thou shalt not steal.” And we all 
understand that the worst kind of a thief is the man who holds 
out a food product to be genuine which as a matter of fact isa 
counterfeit and a fraud. 

It is wrong for the people of Massachusetts or elsewhere, as 
charged by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cannon], to sell 
their split leather for calf. That fraud, if practiced, ought to be 
denounced. Butthe gentleman from Illinois will hardly justify 
the sale of imitation butter as genuine by showing that somebod 
in . undertakes to palm off split leather for full ca 
or kip. 

These people, if they believe at all in the notion that oleomar- 
garine is a wholesome product, should have no objection to a 
measure of this kind, for its only effect is to authorize the States 
by proper police regulations to compel the sale of this product for 
what it really is, attending every transaction 8 with it 
from the time it comes into the State until it reaches the con- 
sumer with the proper safeguards, so that everyone may know 
what he is purchasing and what he is consuming. Every honest 
product is helped by such a law; only the dishonest suffer, 

Here the hammer fell.] 
r. WILLIAMS. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Louisiana [Mr. BoaTNER]. j 

Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Speaker, gentlemen who advocate the 
passage of this bill all proceed on the supposition that the sale of 
oleomargarine is a fraudulent business, that the product itself is 
a cheat and a fraud, and that therefore the States under their 
police powers 1 to be allowed to aup ress it. Now, sir, if 
the assertions of these gentlemen were well founded, they would 
not come to Congress for permission to the States to exercise a 


permit it to shelter itself behind the To power in the pee 

the United States, by falsely 
stigmatizing a business or a product as fraudulent and injurious 
ng the 1 health or public morals when, as a matter of fact, 
it is not. r 

Mr. MORSE. I should like to ask the gentleman whether he 
PERCHO his own preaching—whether he buys oleomargarine for 

own table. 

Mr. BOATNER. I do not know whether I do or not. I do not 
know whether I eat oleomargarine or butter when in Washing- 
ton. When at home, I eat butter. A 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman yield a 
moment for a question? 

Mr. BOA R. If it is not too long. 

Mr, BAKER of New Hampshire. the statement which the 
gentleman has made is literally true, what objection can he have 
to the statute of New Hampshire requiring oleomargarine, before 
it can be sold within the State, to be colored part 

Mr. BOATNER. My objection is the objection which the 
Supreme Court has found and sustained to innumerable statutes 
of the different States, violating the provisions of the interstate- 
commerce clause of the Constitution—seeking to draw discrimina- 
tions between citizens of different States and the products of 
different States. What right has the State of New Hampshire to 
affix a brand of that kind? What right has the legislature of the 
State of New Hampshire to interfere with the business of one of 
its citizens for the benefit of another of-its citizens? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. It does not discriminate 
8 citizens. It provides that the law shall equally affect all 
citizens. 

Mr. BOATNER. The gentleman will pardon me for declining 
to yield further. I have only five minutes. 

r. Speaker, this clause of the Constitution was adopted not only 
for the purpose of establishing absolute free trade among all the 
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States of the American Union, but for the perpen of seeuring for 
the citizens of each State and the products of each State all the 
rights and privileges in the several States accorded to citizens and 
the products of anyother State. That was the reasen for the adop- 
tion of this interstate-commerce clause of the Constitution. And 
we can not abandon to the States the authority thus reserved to 
the General Government without abandoning one of the most 
important functions and prerogatives of the Federal Government. 

the gentleman from Illinois has so ably and eloquently 
shown, but for the existence and maintenance of this clause of the 
Constitution we would be split up into forty-five independent 
States, each one seeking to obtain an advantage for its citizens 
and its products over the citizens and products of every other 
State. The State of Mississippi, for instance, which until recently 
was not very much in love with the State of Massachusetts, might 
pass an act declaring that Massachusetts shoes were a fraud and 
a cheat and that none of them should be sold within the limits of 
that State unless they were painted green. [Laughter.] Another 
State might declare that whereas the shoes made in the State of 
Massachusetts frequently had paper soles, they could not be sold 
within the borders of that State. 

2 the hammer fell. } 

r. MORSE. Massachusetts makes the best shoes in the world. 

Mr. BOATNER. That is what Chicago says of oleomargarine. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I now yield ten minutes to the 
gentleman from Delaware [Mr. WILLIs], a member of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, I have been in favor of most of the 
laws passed with reference to oleomargarine, both by the National 
ee ee and in the legislatures of the States, because I think 
they move in the direction of justice and of right. I think this 
law moves in the direction of justice and right, and in so far as I 
can see it does not infract the rights of the States or the nation. 

The history of oleomargarine, and of those who have made 
earnest and urgent attempts to manufacture and put Wagon the 
American market, reminds me of a passage I haver in the 
prophet Amos: 

When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the Sabbath, 
that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, 
and falsifying the balances by deceit? 

That strikes one of the root propositions, not only of the great 
ancient theocracy, but it strikes at the very animus of the oleo- 
margarine interest. If you are going to have legislation that will 
stand, legislation that t. SR ig e in subsequent generations will 
approve, legislation that will be for the benefit of re, paral aan 
of the people; it must proceed and can only proc on honest 
principles. j ; 

Now, nobody has undertaken or is undertaking to prevent, as 
I understand it, the manufacture or sale of oleomargarine, but is 
simply setting up a claim that oleomargarine, if it speak at all in 
the American markets, shall call a spade a spade; that it shall not 
speak with a lying tongue; that it shall not come, as the gentle- 
man from Nebraska [Mr. HAINER] so well said,“ masquerading 
under false colors,” reminding us, so aptly as he did, that the su 
rior never masquerades in the garb of the inferior, but the inferior 
in that of the superior. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, a word in regard to the eloquent and glow- 
ing remarks of the gentleman from Illinois ANNON], Which 
have been referred to by the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. 
BoATNER]. I will not say that the article called oleomargarine is 
a deleterious compound and an unhealthy food product for some 
stomachs. Why, I know that acobblestone has gone through the 
gizzard of an ostrich. [Laughter and applause. ] 

Mr. TOWNE. How do you know that? 

Mr. WILLIS. Because I have seen it. [Renewed laughter and 
applause.] But I will undertake to say that oleomargarine is not 
a wholesome food sited for some people. Now, ask me how I 
know that. [Laughter.] But Iwill tell you the way I know. It is 
because, as the colored man says, I have proved it by ’sperience.” 
[Laughter.] Anything that has got hog’s lard in it wi nee up 
an unpleasant memory in my stomach for half a day. [Laughter. 
But anything that comes to me in the sweet and uncontamina 

lobules of pure cream is not only harmless, but nutritious and 


ealth inspiring. é 
Mr. HE ERSON. Makes you feel like dancing a hornpipe. 
[Laughter. 


Mr. WILLIS. Yes—— 

A MEMBER. They would turn you ont of church, then. 

Mr. WILLIS (continuing). And the illustrations introduced 
in some parts of the apoca of the gentleman from Illinois were 
somewhat amusing, In trying to illustrate, I believe, the point 
he was making with reference to charges against oleomargarine 
not being a healthful food product, he brought in the question of 
leather. He said that some of the leather sold in the market as 


calfskin was made of horse hide, but he forgot the idea that one 
went on the outside of the man and the other on the inside 
[laughter], and there is a tremendous difference, Mr. Speaker, 


between that which is on the outside and that which is on the 
inside of a man. [Renewed laughter and applause. | 
Now, if a man has a good digestion, if he has a good stron 

stomach, he can probably eat and digest anything in the whole 
category of food products, from a tough Texas mule toa quail, 
If he has such a stomach as that, I will not join issue with him o 
his natural-born right to eat oleomargarine. [Laughter.] But k 
will say to you that I do not want it and will never have it, sim- 
ply. because it is unwholesome for me. 

ut I am only one of a great multitude. Now, what is the harm 
in having a law or many laws, in order to make the thing sure, 
that will give a man the opportunity to judge what he is eating 
and to make a safe selection? Life at best is none too long. The 
comforts of this world are not overmultiplied, and the question of 
dietetic pronac, dietetic arrangements, dietetic articles is one of 
the most important of all we have. All these laws proceed upon 
sanitary and health-giving and hata peek tins | principles that 
this country ought always to give its hand to. [am in favor of 
this bill, because I believe it is a reassertion of the principle of the 
decision of the Supreme Court; and from the very fact that there 
seems to be a spat of bd den ty Shale nas in this country against 
the authority of the Supreme Court; from the very fact that some 
of our friends from the South and very many of them from the 
North, once under the ægis of the old-time Democratic party which 
used to clamor for State rights, have forgotten that guiding star 
that led them and their forefathers, and under the influence and 
magnetism of some of these Strange: goda of modern times, have 
gone off and framed a great poli platform that seems to de- 
nounce, or at least to discount, the authority of the decisions of 
15 Supreme Court. Let Congress assert itself in this bill, and 
et us pass it. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. S er, I yield five minutes to the 
gentleman from Kentucky * . CLAR DVI. 
Mr. CLARDY. Mr. Speaker, the legal aspects of this question 


have all been ably discussed by the able lawyers on each side of 
this question, and, as is usual, of course, they are about half on 
one side and half on the other. Upon nearly all the legal ques- 
tions that we have ever discussed in this House, this, 1 believe, 
has been the state of the case. We laymen, those of us who are 
not lawyers, are unable to form an opinion from what they have 
said. So we shall have to discard that and take just a common- 
sense view of this question. 

Now, what is the real object of this bill? What is its ultimate 
purpose? If this bill is intended only to require the producers of 
a particular article to sell that article exactly for what it is, we 
have already a general law which provides for that. Now. if the 
States do not seek to go any further than simply to carry out that 
law, and if the gentlemen who have this bill inc will amend 
it so that it will simply apply to the stamping of this particular 
product and to require everybody who sells oleomargarine to sell it 
as oleomargarine or butterine, then I will go with them. I will 
agree with them on that question. But the scope of this bill far 
exceeds that. As 1 understand it, it will give the authority to 
the State to absolutely exclude from sale in that State any par- 
ticular produce that they do not raise or manufacture and do not 
wish sold. That is where the wrong comes in. 

Now, the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
TUCKER] is simply worse than the original bill, in the sense that 
it gives a still wider scope to this proposition. Under that bill, 
any particular thing, no matter what, could be excluded from 
any State where it was not manufactured, and where the people 
desired to prevent its sale. Now, for instance, take a product of 
the State of the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout], maple 
sirup. Any State in this Union that does not make that product 
and does not desire it to be sold, could exclude it. Why? No 
doubt when it leaves the gentleman’s State it is a pure and a very 
desirable and palatable food, but, my friends, when the sojourners 
at our hotels and boarding houses meet with it they can not tell 
whether it is sweetened water or watered sweetening. 

Now, these are facts. Take another article largely produced in 
some States and not produced in others, which is considered a 
luxury, but which is denounced by many people all over the coun- 
try, who say that it is a sin and almost a crime to use it. I refer 
to tobacco, which is produced largely in some States and not pro- 
duced in others. How long will it be before some of these States 
governed and ruled by fanatics on this subject, will pass a law that 
tobacco in any of its fabrications can not be sold in that State? 
This amendment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] 
would make such a thing possible. 

Now, another point. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NORTH- 
way] stated that the law as it at present exists in his Sta 
allows oleomargarine to be sold, and that it interferes with an 
cripples the dairy industry of that State. This shows the pur- 

e of this bill and what it is really intended to accomplish. It 
is really intended to protect this one industry, the dairy industry, 
and to make it more profitable, at the expense of another industry, 

It never has been established as a fact that oleomargarine 
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is not as wholesome a food as butter. Nobody has been able to 
prore that. My friend from Delaware [Mr. WILLIS] says that 

is stomach would repudiate anything with lard init. Now, my 
friends, he is evidently a dyspeptic, and you can not rely on his 
stomach, because the healthiest people in the world use lard quite 
largely, all over the country. 

i ere the hammer A 

r. WILLIAMS. Will the gentleman from Vermont now con- 
sume some of his time? 

Mr. GROUT. There are but ten or eleven minutes remaining 
on this side, and I shall yield it to one gentleman. I think we 
should be allowed to close. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. How much time have I remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Eight minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Does the gentleman from Vermont prefer 
that I go ahead? 

Mr. GROUT. Ves; I prefer to have you occupy your time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, a desire is expressed by the 

entleman from Vermont that this side consume the balance of 
its time, and then he will consume his. 

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the House, when the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. NorTHWAY] was speaking, he said that the States 
and the people were engaged in “a warfare against an injurious 
and deleterious food product.” With that warfare I sympathize 
heartily; but the trouble with the gentleman’s position is that 
oleomargarine, butterine, cottolene, and these various substances 
are not unwholesome, deleterious, or injurious food substances. 
If they were, they would fall now under the sanitary and police 

powers reserved to the States in the Constitution of the United 

tates, as was announced by the Supreme Court of the United 
States on the very article of oleomargarine when it delivered lately 
on the oleomargarine statute of Massachusetts. What were the 
facts in that case? The facts are set forth by the court, and they 
were agreed facts. I quote: 

It is admitted t the article sold was sent by the manufacturers thereof 


in the State of Lilinois to the petitioner, their agent in Massachusetts, and 
was sold by him in the original packa; 


8 — 

I call the attention of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. LACEY] 
to that fact. He said when he was on his feet that when the oleo- 
margarine was in the original package it was not within the scope 
of regulation under the police powers of the State. The admitted 
fact in this case was that it was in the original package— 
and that in re:pect to the article sold, the importers and the petitioners 
had complied with all the requirements of the act of Congress regulating the 
sale of oleomargarine, and it was marked and distinguished by all the marks, 
vons and stamps required of oleomargarine by the laws of this Common- 
wi — 

That is, the State of Massachusetts. 

Now, the Supreme Court of the United States held upon that 
state of facts t the law of the State of Massachusetts, which 
does everything which my friend from Delaware [Mr. WILLIS] 
says he wants to do, everything that my friend from Vermont 
[Mr. Grout] says that the bill is intended to do, namely, forbid 
absolutely the sale of oleomargarine whenever sold under the guise 
or semblance or butter, whenever it was sold it all, unless it came 
within the following proviso: 

That nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the manufacture or 
sale of oleoma: in a separate and distinct form, and in such manner as 


will advise the consumer of its real character, free from colorations or 
ingredients that cause it to look like butter. 


Now, the statute of Massachusetts forbade the sale of this prod- 


uct with that proviso. The Supreme Court of the United States 
under this state of facts and with this proviso held that act to be 
constitutional. Therefore it follows that if all the gentlemen 
wanted to get was what they say they want to Pet (and gentle- 
men will understand by that that I mean that if their intent in 
passing the law was all the effect of the proposed law), then there 
is no need for the law. But the trouble about the whole thing is 
that the law goes further than they say they want to go, and gives 
the State the power not only to do what Massachusetts did, and all 
they say they want to do, and what the Supreme Court says they 
can now do, but it subjects oleomargarine to any law of the States, 
whatever the law may be, whether on the statute books now or to 
be hereafter passed, and putsit within the broad scope of the police 
powers, which are held to be so much a pen and parcel of the re- 
served rights of a sovereign State that the Supreme Court of the 
United States has held that no clause of the Constitution caninyade 
them. Where the trouble of the gentleman from Ohio comes in is 
this: That if he can prove what he asserts, viz, that this is an un- 
wholesome and injurious product, he would have no need to pass 
the law; but as it is in fact, despite his assertion, a wholesome and 
healthful product, but as he wants toshut it out under the pretext 
that it is an unwholesome food product, he is in favor of the pas- 
sage of this law. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Lacey] said 
something facetious about horse beef, and said it will be absurd 
_ to compare the two things, because if people want horse beef they 


ought to have horse beef, and the gentleman thinks they ought to 
have it if it was sold as horse beef; and then he wants this prod- 
uct sold also, provided it shall be sold as oleomargarine, and sa 
mer are making no opposition to any law provided that it is so 

at way. 

5 Mr. GARDNER. Will the gentleman yield to me for a ques- 
ion? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Yes, sir; I haye only eight minutes, and I 
desire you to make it brief. 

Mr. GARDNER. Have you ever seen or have you ever heard 
any reputable person say that he has seen oleomargarine for sale 
in a retail store under its own name? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I am tolerable “reputable,” and I have seen 
it scores of times, and so has everybody upon this floor who has 
ever entered a retail store. I have seen it branded ‘“‘cottolene,” 
I have seen it branded ‘‘butterine,” and branded oleomarga- 
rine,” and everybody can see it if they will go down to the stores in 
Washington. 

Mr. CANNON. Ihave bought it scores of times in preference 
to three-fourths of the article sold as butter. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Now, there is a gentleman I know my friend 
will admit to be“ reputable,” because he is from the right latitude. 

Now let us goon. The gentleman from Iowa says that men 
ought to be allowed to buy oleomargarine if they want to, but 
that they should know what they are doing. I agree with him; 
but the trouble with this bill is that if it becomes a law a man 
can not buy oleomargarine, whether he knows what he is doing or 
not, provided the State in which he wants to buy it forbids its 
sale. The gentleman says that he does not want “the legitimate 
domain of butter invaded.” What is the legitimate domain of 
butter”? To be butter, is it not? So that oleomargarine can not 
invade the legitimate domain of butter unless it goes there pre- 
tending to be butter. But the trouble with this bill is that it goes 
beyond the prevention of that fraud, and provides in effect that 
oleomargarine, not only in the guise of butter, but in any other 
guise, can not be sold or bought if the State of New Hampshire, 
or the State of Vermont, or the State of Mississippi, or any State 
forbids the sale or purchase of it within the State lite. 

If this bill passes, and if the Supreme Court holds that the law 
is constitutional, that will be its effect. I have my doubts of its 
constitutionality, but I am not going to indulge in such a remark 
as was made by the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. Harner], who 
said that the Supreme Court having made a certain decision, the 
matter would be all right if the people were not afraid that the 
decision might be changed. In the last campaign people who 
referred to possible changes of Supreme Court decisions were 
denounced as ‘‘ anarchists” {laughter , but I will not so denounce 
the gentleman from Nebraska. p 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I yield ten minutes to the gentle- 
man from Ohio 555 GROSVENOR]. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, if there is one feature of this 
proposed legislation more conspicuous and important than all 
others, it is that which provides for the exercise of what we call 
the police power in the States, and it is that power which this bill 
seeks to establish and strengthen within the jurisdiction of the 
States of the Union. That is, the power that is exercised in regu- 
lating the sale of intoxicating liquors. There is not a State in 
this Union that does not authorize its legislative body to prescribe 
the terms upon which all kinds of intoxicating liquors may be 
sold within its borders. Indeed, I believe that in a number of 
States the power to absolutely prohibit such sale has been upheld, 
and it has been upheld upon the ground of the peculiarly danger- 
ous nature of the commodity, involving the loss of the property 
and the character, and sometimes the life of the citizen. That 
power, I say, is universally recognized, and yet I hear a gentle- 
man on the other side of this ber, whom I have alwa 
recognized as a lawyer of ability and distinction [Mr, BOATNER], 
saying that the baie Sete of this police power implies a power 
in the State to prohibit the sale of cloth and of boots and shoes! 

Why, Mr. Speaker, the very underlying principle of all legisla- 
tion of this kind is the recognition of the same power in the State 
which regulates the presence and the movements of the victim of 
a contagious disease, or the sale of decayed or decaying vegeta- 
bles, or of impure milk. The State of Massachusetts went to the 
very verge and upheld a statute, to which my friend from Ohio 
[Mr. NortHway]| must have referred, which made the sale of 
adulterated milk a crime without proving the scienter, and the 
supreme court of Ohio has very recently made a like ruling, al- 
though the language of the statute neither involved in terms the 
guilty knowledge nor attempted to say that the crime could be 
committed without the guiltyknowledge. I think that was going 
a little beyond what I should have believed to be an absolute con- 
sonance with the liberty of the citizen in this respect. 

But now let us come to the sale of this commodity. A gentle- 
man who has just made an argument on the other side says that 
this is a question of practical common sense, and that is true. 
There is no occult question of law involved here. The State has 
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the right to regulate the sale of a deleterious or an impure com- 
modity and to 2 against fraud. Now, I am not going to 


discuss, from the standpoint of some of our friends present, this 
uestion of the character of oleomargarine. It does not make any 
direna in this case whether what they say about it is true or not, 
or whether, if I were to express an opinion, I should be compelled 
to modify their statements in obedience to my own knowledge and 
judgment. It is enough to say that the legislation of the country, 
egislation which, I believe, has been thoroughly approved by the 
ple, has re; ted, or attempted to regulate, the manufacture, 
esr Ary and sale of oleomargarine. 

That legislation has been upheld by the courts of the f 
It is a very simple proposition, and I never had any doubt myse 
about the constitutionality of that law. There was never, in 
my mind, during the long discussion of the subject here, any 

uestion, except the question whether it was goed patie to use 

he taxing power of the Government to thus break down an 
existing industry. That industry was assailed all along the line 
by evidence as to the impure and deleterious and fraudulent char- 
acter of the commodity produced. We have passed away from 
that situation, and now, in any supplemental legislation that we 
may enact, it seems to me that we ought not to discuss here the 
original question of the power of Congress to interfere to regulate 
the manufacture and of this commodity, or the propriety of 
its exercise of that power. Having, therefore, passed forward 
from that, the next question that arises is whether this legislation 
is needed and whether it is proper 568 

The tieman from Louisiana [Mr. Boa rxER] says, in effect, 
that if it is lawful to sell a commodity in the original package in 
a State, made lawful by act of posers and the law upheld by 
the Supreme Court, we can not undertake to interfere with the 
article after it gets there. Does the gentleman understand where 
the logic of his argument would e him? The State of Ken- 
tucky may manufacture whisky and put it into barrels and ship 
it to the State of Kansas. No man can prevent that traffic under 
the law. But can not the State of Kansas regulate what shall be 
done with a commodity after it comes within the borders of the 
State? That is this question; that is all there is of this profound 

uestion that we have here now. The law of Congress says 
that this commodity shall be marked and branded. The decision 
of the court is that the State of Kansas or the State of Kentucky, 
or any other State, may not exclude the interstate commerce that 
carries the package into that State. Now comes the supplemental 
act of Congress which says, While that is true, we recognize the 
lice power of the State.” We have not attempted by this legis- 
tion, and the court has not undertaken by its decision, to destroy 
the police power of the State. Therefore, while asking legislation 
of 8 that remits to the State the power to r te tho 
Sale 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Would it not be wise, in view of the 
complex character of this question, to have this regulation made 
by Con; so that it shall be applicable alike to all the States? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I would not permit Congress to so far 
invade the independence of a State as to adopt legislation which 
would debar a State from exercising its police power. 

Now, it is very interesting to me to hear some of the arguments 
which we hear made on the other side. It is a good long time to 
live—we have traveled a long way in the evolution of political 
questions in this country—when gentlemen of the old Democratic 
school of Lape who all their lives have been proclaiming the 
doctrine of the rights of the States, and who in 5 by oe ve 
carried that question to the arbitrament of war and blood, now 
stand up here in favor of an act of Congress that shall strike down 
the power of the State to regulate the sale of food products within 
its borders. 

ee the hammer fell at the end of five minutes.] 

e SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont 
. GROUT] has one minute remaining. 

Mr. GROUT. I shall not occupy that minute. I ask that the 
bill be now read for amendment. 

The SP. pro tempore. The bill will now be read for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That all articles known as cleomargarine, butte: 
imitation butter, or imitation cheese, or any substance in the semblance 
butter or cheese not the — ore of the dairy and not made exclusively 
of pure and unadulterated or cream, tra! ed into any State or Ter- 
ritory, or remaining therein for use, consumption, sale, or storage therein, 
shall, upon arrival in such State or Territory, be subject to the operation 
and effect of the laws of such State or Territory enacted in the exercise of 
its police powers to the same extent and in the same manner as though such 

cles or substances had heen produced in such State or Territory, and shall 
not be 6 by reason of being introduced therein in original 


er wise. 
. TUCKER. I offer the amendment which I send to the 
The Clerk read as follows: . 


After the word “articles,” in line 3, strike out “known as oleomargarine, 
butterine, imitation butter, or imitation cheese, or any substance in the sem- 
blance of e eee PA eed ek easing dairy and not made 
exclusively of pure and unadulterated or cream. 


Mr. GROUT. The gentleman proposes to strike out. What 
does he pro to insert? 

Mr. TUCKER. Nothing. 

The SPEAKER ge tempore, The gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. TUCKER] has the floor. 

Mr. TUCKER. Imerely offer the amendment. Ihave nothing 
to say about it. 

Mr. GROUT. Why, Mr. Speaker, that amendment would abso- 
lutely disembowel the bill. 

A MEMBER. Of course; that is what it is intended for. 

Mr. GROUT. Isay the amendment would absolutely eviscerate 
the bill. If that is the gentleman’s object, the same end could be 
reached, if he has sufficient numerical strength on his side, by 
yoting down the bill on its third reading. It does not seem to me 
that we need spend any time in discussing the amendment. 

Mr. TUCKER. I should like to have a vote. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I move to amend by striking out 
the last word. I make this motion for the purpose of saying a 
word by way of answering the attack made upon my State in 
some of the illustrations which have been used in the argument 
of gentlemen on the other side. It has been said in the course of 
the debate on this floor, by the way of justifying this oleomarga- 
rine fraud upon the great farming interests and the consumers of 
this country, that the manufacturers of Massachusetts are not 
honorable merchants and business men and are guilty of fraud in 
the manufacture of leather, shoes, woolens, etc. Lest by silence 
I should appear to give consent to that charge, I wish to say a 
word here in my place. 

I call the attention of the House to the fact that a distinguished 
Representative of Massachusetts on one occasion in antebellum 
times, when the dark crisis was impending and the mutterings of 
war and secession were heard, stood on this floor and said, in 
answer to an attack on our Commonwealth, that he threw down 
her glove to the whole band of her assailants.” That man was 
Anson Burlingame. Now I stand in my place and in behalf of 
the manufacturers of Massachusetts, and, measuring my words, I 
say that for business honor, for enterprise, for integrity, I throw 
down the glove of her manufacturers, bankers, and business men 
to the world. [Applause. : 

Mr. Speaker, the manufacturers of Massachusetts sell woolen 
goods and shoes for what they are. There is no attempt, as in the 
case of oleomargarine, to palm it off for something itis not. If 
there is any split leather in their shoes they are sold for split 
leather, and for half the price of whole leather. If their clothes 
are made in part of cotton (as charged), it is to cheapen them 
sad bring them in the reach of the poor, and they are sold for what 
they are. 

I say now, in this presence, that the manufacturers of Massa- 
chusetts, by their genius, enterprise, and inventiveskill, haye done 
more than any other section of the country, or perhaps of the 
world, to produce articles of necessity and luxury. ten thousand 
articles which go to adorn and embellish modern civilized life, and 
made cheap by the inventive genius of her sons, so as to place 
them in the reach of the humblest of our citizens, and so that 
humble people to-day enjoy comforts and luxuries that were un- 
known to the wealthy a few decadesago. 1 have in my district, 
at Brockton, one of the great shoe markets of the world, and they 
make as good shoes as are made on the face of the earth. Con- 
trast the price of shoes to-day with the price a decade or two de- 
cades ago; contrast the price of cloth and clothing and a thousand 
onuga 8 the price be Serias or two ago. i 5 : 

Speaker, I might go throu, e whole cate of articles 
made by the eee of „ eee san teal in civi- 
lized life, and prove by statistics that our manufacturers, for honor, 
for enterprise, for integrity, and for success, can safely challenge 
the world. More than that, Mr. Speaker, when the yellow wings of 
a pestilence flap themselves in a Southern sky, when fire or famine 
or flood or pestilence overtake any section of our country or over- 
take humanity anywhere in the wide, wide world, in starving 
Ireland, in famine-stricken Russia, or the far-away victims of the 
Sultan in Armenia—I say, who pours out its treasure like water 
to relieve affliction and distress? Why, these same manufactur- 
ers who have been abused and misrepresented on this floor to-day, 
these men who are accused of making clothing out of *‘ shoddy” 
and shoes out of ‘‘ pasteboard.” 

` Mr. Speaker, Massachusetts needs no eulogium or defense from 
me in these closing hours of my service here. In the language of 
one of her great sons, we say, There she stands.” Mr. Speaker, 
if this is the last word I shall speak in this House, I stand in my 
place and throw back to the gentlemen who made these charges 
against the manufacturers of the Commonwealth I have in part 
the honor to represent—I say I deny that her manufacturers are 
guilty of fraud and deception in their products. [Applause.] 

Mr. TERRY. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr.BARRETT. Mr. S er, being desirous of having a vote on 
the pending amendment, I make the point of order that no other 
amendment is in order that does not apply to that amendment until 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia is disposed of. 


JJ 8 


1897. 


Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I believe I have the floor. 
Mr. TUCKER. I demand a vote on my amendment, if in 


order. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The Chair overrules the pointof 
order of the gentleman from Massachnsetts. The Chair under- 
stood the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. TERRY] to move a pro 


forma amendment, and under the practice of the House he is recog- |’ 


nized for debate. 

Mr. BARRETT. Do I understand the Chair to rule that when 
an amendment is pending, another amendment which has no ref- 
erence to it may be offered. 

The SPEA pro tempore. An amendment to the amend- 
ment is in order. 

Mr. TERRY.” Thope the Chair will not count this time against 


me. 

Mr. BARRETT. I submit that an amendment to the amend- 
ment, unless it pertains to the subject-matter of the pending 
amendment, is not in order. The amendment to strike out the 
last word has no reference to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

My poin:, if the Chair please, is that the gentleman from Ar- 
kansas makes a formal amendment, and that that amendment has 
no reference to the pending motion. The gentleman from Vir- 

inia has moved to strike ont a certain portion of this section of 

e bill, but not a part of the section affected by the gentleman 
from Arkansas. j 

Mr. TERRY. I understood the gentleman from Massachusetts 
pr MoRsE] had moved a formal amendment and withdrew it. 

e was recognized, and made some remarks on his amendment. 
I made a pro forma amendment and was recognized by the 

aker, and am entitled to the floor. If the gentleman from 

husetts did not withdraw his formal amendment of one 

word, I will make my amendment to strike out about three 
words. r 

Mr. BARRETT. The fact that no opposition was made to the 
suggestion of my colleague and to his occupation of the floor on 
his amendment does not prevent the point of order being made 
against another amendment of a similar character. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair overrules the point of 
order, and holds that the gentleman from Arkansas is entitled to 


floor. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the attention of the 
members on both sides of the Chamber to the true question 
involved in the pending bill. It is a question of the interests of 
a few dai en, as against the interests of the farmers of the 
country, North, East, South, and West. Every man whose product 
enters into the composition of ol ine, tallow or lard— 
every farmer whoraises hogs, or sells cotton seed, every man that 
deals in lard or its products, or cotton seed or its products, has 
his interests directly assailed by the bill now pending in the inter- 
est of a few dairy associations throughout the country. It is a 
bill to strike down rival products and increase the price of butter. 

Now, sir, when we recollect what was the original the 
moving p se—for which the + Constitution of the United 
States was formed and accep by the States, we are enabled to 
form a proper understanding of the real issue involved in this bill. 
One of the main purposes of the Constitution was to have free 
trade among the States as to all products whose importation or 
sale was not injurious to health or public morals, and for the pur- 
pose of preventing any State from regulating, tampering with, or 
prohibiting the introduction of, or discriminating against, the 
products of any other State. 

In order to secure the formation of a constitution that would 
accomplish these objects and grant these powers to the General 
Government, the people of the great North made concessions to 
the people of the South in the matter of resentation partly 
based on the holding of slaves. All of these things they sacrificed, 
and a great many other convictions as well, in order to have a con- 
et a that would permit this unrestricted commerce among 

e States. 


But now, sir, we behold the representatives of States that stood 


out most strenuously for this power to regulate interstate com- 
merce among the very first that now come up here to strike down 
or cripple that great power in the Federal Constitution. Weupon 
this side of the Chamber are asked, ‘‘ Have you not been State- 
rights men in the past?” Certainly we have been. But we have 
also sivod by the Constitution that our fathers framed, as we un- 
derstood it, and we propose to stand by it now as the palladium of 
our liberty and the ægis of our protection. 

Now, this bill is a direct assault upon the very purpose of the 
interstate-commerce clause in the Constitution of the United States. 
I hold for one that any product the introduction or sale of which 
is injurious to the health or the morals of the people of any State 
is not within the commerce clause of the Constitution of the United 
States. But, unfortunately, the Supreme Court of the United States 
has ruled otherwise in what is known as the origi e 
case,” and it then became necessary for Congress, in that 
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the States might prohibit the sale of intoxicating Ii if they so 
JJC ↄ A 7 oa ST ADR s 
Mr. Speaker, if it becomes necessary in any case to authorize the 
States to prohibit the introduction of anything injurious to the 
health or morals of the people, Congress ought to grant it, but 
should nòt go further. 

Here isa product that is notinjurious to the health or the morals 
of the people. Whisky was, according to the contention of a 
great many people of United States, and according to the al- 
most universal consent of the world. It became, therefore, proper 
to take that out from under the operation of the interstate-com- 
merce clause. But we should not go beyond that principle. Let 
us keep that principle in view, and whenever we are to 
make a concession to the States let us simply make concessions to 
prohibit those things that areinjurious to public health or morals, 
and stop there, and then we will be standing by the Constitution 
as our fathers framed it. 

ere the hammer fell.] 
. GROUT. Mr. Speaker. justa word in regard to this amend- 
ment, which is really very objectionable. It provides that— 

Allarticles into any State or Territory, or therein for 
use, consum m, sale, or storage therein, shall, upon arrival within the 
limits of such State or Territory, be subject to the operation and effect of 
the laws of such State, etc. 

This would be a complete surrender by Congress of the consti- 
tutional power with which it is now vested to regulate commerce 
between the States. It goes far beyond any decision yet made by 
the 3 Court, and far beyond the purpose contemplated in 
this bi The court, in Plumley vs. Massachusetts, simply say 
that where a fraud is sought to be perpetrated in the sale of an 
article of food taken from one State into another the poles 
power of the Stateinto which it is may lay its ds 
upon the article and strip it of its false band compel its sale 
for exactly what it is. But this am t of the gentleman 
leaves all articles, whether fraudulent or otherwise, to be con- 
trolled by State legislation, which simply abrogates the consti- 
tutional power of Congress to regulate interstate commerce. 

Mr. TUCKER. I think my friend is entirely mistaken about 
that, and I think he will see it on reflection. All articles are to 
be subject, under the bill as amended, to the police 
power in the State. That police pont in the State refers to any- 
thing which is deleterious to health or morals; so that if oleomar- 
garine, if beef, if lard, or all articles are amenable to that objec- 
tion, 7 5 police power of the State would have the authority to act 
upon them. 

Mr. GROUT. But still it should be remembered that the court 
in the Plumley case bases its decision simply upon the fraud. 
Where fraud is attempted to be practiced, the court says the State 
has the power to prevent it, and that is all this bill asks. The 
pong power of the State seizes on this article when it goes into the 

tate in “semblance of butter or cheese,” and under no other cir- 
cumstances. To make the thing entirely plain, after this amend- 
ment is di of, and perhaps one or two others offered, I 
intend offering an amendment, which has been agreed upon be- 
tween myself and the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. WI 
LIAMS], and which will make this point clear to all. He is not 
willing to offer it, because, even when adopted, he says he wonld 
not be willing to vote forthe bill. Sol ose to offer it. LIhope 
riä amendment of the gentleman from Virginia will be voted 

own. 

Mr. TUCKER. I hope the amendment will be voted up. 
[Laughter.] 

The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. TUCKER; and 
on a 8 (demanded by Mr. TUCKER) there were—ayes 23, 
noes 88. 

Accordingly, the amendment was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the next amendment, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 9, after the word “arrival,” “in” 
2? line 9, after the word “arrival,” strike out the word “in” and insert 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GIBSON. I offer the amendment which I send to the 
Clerk's desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out or.“ in line 7, page 1, after the word Territory,“ and insert 
the word and.“ 

Mr. GROUT. I ask the Clerk to read the bill as it will be if 
that amendment is ad 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Transported into any State or Territory, and remaining therein for use, eto. 


Mr. GIBSON. The object of that amendment is to avoid this 
possible construction, that under the bill as it is now framed it is 
pages that oleomargarine in transitu might be subject to the 

tate police laws. The object of this is to confine it to eleomar- 
. tate and remaining there for use, sale, 
e 
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Mr. GROSVENOR. The amendment is perfectly unn 


ecessary, 
because this says in plain words that the law only applies to that 
which is transported into a State and retained there for use. 
Mr. GIBSON. I wish to make it read— 


and remaining therein— 


Instead of — 
or remaining therein. 


Mr. GROUT. There is no objection to that amendment. I do 
not think it changes the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GROUT. Now, Mr. Speaker, I offer the following as a 
proyiso to the bill, not because I think it necessary, for the bill 
Itself, in express terms, upon the ground that in order to 
touch this pare by the police power of any State it must bein 
“the semblance of butter or cheese.” But to make it plain, so 
that there shall be no question as to the power of the State to pro- 
hibit it when it comes as oleomargarine, this amendment is of- 
fered, as I have stated, after a conference with the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. WILLIAMS]. 

The SPE. The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to permit any State 
to forbid the manufacture or sale of oleomargarine in a separate and distinct 
form and in such manner as will advise the customer of its real character and 
free from coloration or ingredient that causes it to look like butter. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I move to strike out 
the word customer and insert the word consumer.“ 

Mr. GROUT. I have quoted the exact language in the Massa- 
chusetts statute, which has already been adjudicated by the Su- 

reme Court, unless I haye made a mistake in transcribing. My 
intention is to follow the exact language of the Massachusetts 
statute. 

Mr, TAWNEY. That particular phrase was not construed by 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. GROUT. It was recited in the opinion, and of course may 
be understood as having in a sense been construed. 

Mr. TAWNEY. Iam speaking of the word customer.” 

Mr. GROUT. I find the word consumer“ is used in the law. 
I thank the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. Hainer] for calling 
attention toit. The error occurred in a second transcription. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. That is all right. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Nebraska to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Vermont. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recars on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Vermont as amended. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. . Mr. Speaker, I desire to offer a substitute 
for the amendment offered by the gentleman from Vermont. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Add to the the follo : 
u vided, The sale packages at such articles, produced in any 
State or and marked as p ed by the laws of the United States, 


shall not pronibites by the laws of any other State or Territory.” 


Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I understand from the advo- 
cates of this bill that the purpose of it is to prevent the sale of 
oleo: ine and kindred products under udulent names. 
If that true, this amendment or proviso that I offer to attach 
to the bill will permit the bill to be operative to that extent; but 
if the purpose of the friends of this bill is to absolutely prevent 
the gale of oleomargarine produced in one State in any other 
State, then gentlemen will not suppa this proviso. This pro- 
viso is that where oleomargarine or kindred articles are produced 
in any State or Territory,and are marked as provided by the laws 
of the United States, then their sale shall not be prohibited by the 
laws of any State. The States retain in their hands the right to 
make just as stringent regulations as they choose to prevent 
fraud in the offering and sale of this kind of article; and when 
the United States shall have acted and made all the requirements 
they choose to make, then it provides that those States shall not 
by their laws override these requirements of Co and pro- 
hibit the sale of that article. It seems to me that if the friends of 
this bill are in earnest in their declaration that its purpose is 
simply to prevent the sale of fraudulent food products, they ought 
to be willing to Teora proviso and retain the power in Con- 
gress to make all the limitations it may choose to make from time 
to time in the future and not give to the individual States the 
right to override this limitation made by Congress. 

r. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, this amendmentorsubstitute really 
says that the bill shall have no effect. In other words, it enacts 
into statute law the original-package decision and more, too, and 
repeals or does away with the decision of the Supreme Court in 
Plumley against the State of Massachusetts, on which this bill is 


Mr. CONNOLLY. Will you permit me to ask you a question? 
Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 


Mr. CONNOLLY. Tou desire to do something more than 
merely A 1 5 5 the sale of a fraudulent food product? 

_ Mr. OUT. Nothing more, as is expressly written in the 254 
lines of the bill, aud then as added by the proviso at its close; an 
this for the purpose of making it so plain that ‘‘ the wayfaring man, 
though a fool, may not err therein.” 

Mr. CONNOLLY, You say when oleomargarine is marked 
oleomargarine and is sold in the semblance of butter, your bi 
prevents that sale. 

Mr. GROUT. Precisely so; because they can take the tub off, 
as I stated yesterday, and set it alongside of butter and sell it any+ 
where they please as butter, and nobody can tell the difference, 
and this very thing is done in this city every day, 

Mr. CONNOLLY. When the thing is ct in the original pack- 
age itself? That amendment relates to the original package. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, this amendment is all that the 
oleomargarine factories in Illinois or anywhere else can ask for, 
Let us vote it down. 

Mr. CANNON. If Imay be permitted, I move to strike out 
the last word. I want to ask my friend if he has taken into con- 
e the propriety of amending the la w of 1886, which reads 
as follows: 


That for the purposes of this act the word butter” shall be understood 
mean the food product usually known as butter, and which is made exclu; 
— from milk or cream or both, with or without common salt, and with 
or without additional coloring matter. 


Does the gentleman propose ayes in this legislation, before 
he gets through with it, to get rid of that which is to him a perni- 
cious practice of coloring butter as a food product? 

Mr. GROUT. The gentleman has asked me a question, and 
will try to answer it. Butter has a color of its own—the color o 
gold—and has had it from time immemmorial, even from the time 
when Jael, the wife of Heber, the Kenite, brought forth butter 
in a lordly dish.” 

Frequently during the winter months, while the cow is on 
feed, a little coloring is added, to suit the fancy of the consumer, 
but the article still has its own proper color. Barely there can be 
no offense in artificially intensifying the color of butter. Nor, in 
itself, is there anything intrinsically wrong in coloring oleomar- 
garine. The wrong consists in selling the nasty fats of which t 
is composed, not as oleomargarine, but as butter, which could no 
be done if the filthy stuff had not the color of butter. Right here 
is the wrong, right here is the fraud, which can only be committed 
by this piratical product when it sails under false colors, This is 
my answer to the gentleman. 

. CANNON, Rich, creamy butter, where the animal is fed 
upon 8 clover, has a yellow color; but in the absence of such 
feed the butter is white. 

Mr. GROUT. No; it is never white. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, yes; substantially white. Now, does my 
friend propose to continue the practice of taking the white but- 
ter, or that which is substantially white, made from the milk of 
poor, lean cows, and coloring it with anatto or other coloring 
matter? Is that kind of fraud to still go on, and is that counter- 
feit butter to continue to demoralize the stomach of the eloquent 
gentenan from Delaware without rebuke by my friend from 


ermont? Togou ] 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I compliment the gentleman on 
his ingenuity in undertaking to bring into this discussion in the 
closing moments a subject entirely foreign to the matter in issue, 
If the gentleman thinks there is some g wrong in the colori: 
of butter which he talks about, I shall be glad to sit down wi 
him and philosophize upon that subject early and late; but that 
has nothing whatever do with the question now before the 
House. We are now called upon to say whether it is a proper 
thing for one State to overhaul an article of food coming from 
another State ‘‘in the semblance” of that which it is not, and tear 
off its mask and compel it to go upon the market for what it really 
is; in other words, we are simply to determine the question 
whether the States have the power to stop a cheat and a fraud in 
an important article of food, even though it come from another 
State. This is the whole story. I hope we shall vote down this 


8 substitute. 
e question pani taken on the substitute proposed by Mr, 
CONNOLLY, the § er declared that the noəs seemed to have it. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 78, noes 98. 

So the substitute was rejected. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I send to the desk a substitute 
for the amendment. 

The proposed substitute was read, as follows: 

Provided, That nothing herein shall be so construed as to authorize any 
State or Territory to prohibit the transportation and sale of such articles 
original packages when transported or sold in their true character. 

Mr. TRACEY. I only desire to say, in support of this amend- 
ment, that Iam and have aay been decidedly in favor of su 
regulation governing the sale of these imitations of butter as 
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prohibit their sale except in their true character, but I am equally 
opposed to legislation which will put it within the poner of any 
State or Territory to prohibit the transportation and sale of these 
articles which, notwithstanding what has been said here, are not 
unhealthy or uncleanly. They are largely manufactured in the 
State in Which I ive, and their sale is prohibited as butter, and 
they are sold as oleomargarine or butterine. 

Mr. TAWNEY. Is it not a fact that a State now has the power 
to prohibit the manufacture and sale of any commodity or food 
product which, in the judgment of the State legislature, is deemed 
to be deleterious to health? 

Mr. TRACEY. I presume that any State legislature in this 
country could by law prohibit the transportation and sale within 
the borders of the State of any article which the legislature should 
allege to be poisonous or in any manner deleterious to health; but 
I assume, also, that there is no legislature in this country that 
would allege for one moment that oleomargarine and butterine, 
as they are now made, are poisonous or in any sense deleterious to 
health. I know, personally, that both of those articles are used 
very largely in the State in which I live, and that they have not 
been and are not now regarded there asin any manner deleterious 
to health, but, on the contrary, they are conn regarded as 
healthful. They constitute an rap. ree ood product, and are 
used by a large number of people throughout the country volun- 
tarily and knowingly. I think it is safe to say that there can not 
be found a place within the State of Missouri in which these articles 
are sold otherwise than in their true character. They are sold as 
*‘oleomargarine” and as ‘‘ butterine,” branded as such on every 
17 7 %. of a pound or more, and hence nobody is being defrauded 

y the sale of those articles, but the people are given an oppor- 
to buy a substitute for butter at a less price than they 
be compelled to pay for butter, ard these imitations are 
regarded as better for consumption than a t deal of the but- 
ter offered for sale. What I have said, Mr. Speaker, is in no 
sense a plea for oleomargarine or butterine, but is a protest against 
the enactment of a law which, in my humble judgment, violates 
a sacred right of every citizen of this country—the right to make 
and sell without unreasonable restrictions any legitimate article 
of consumption. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose the substi- 
tute. The oleomargarine battle which was fought on the floor of 
the House some years ago was one of the hardest contests I ever 
saw. It lasted for many weeks—one long, continuous, tireless 
filibuster against the bill. The gentleman from Illinois spoke this 
morning of . here and there.“ The opposition did come 
from ‘‘ here and there;” it was located chiefly in Kansas City and 
in Chicago, where vast wealth is massed to make money at the 
expense of the agricultural interests of this country. 58 laa 
The attempt has been made to have it a that the lard an 
tallow interests are aeaoe the bill pending before us. I repre- 
sent a district where lard, tallow, and all the dairy products form 
the leading articles of production; and I do not believe that there 
is a farmer in my district who is not against this fraud and in 
favor of this bill—not one. [Applause. 

I hold in my hand a telegram from the dairy commissioner of 
Towa, urging the Iowa delegation to stand by and support this 
bill. No member of the Iowa delegation needed that telegram. 
A quick ear for the heart beat of the agricultural interests of Iowa 
was enough to instruct. us as to the wishes of our constituents. 
We have been through this battle before; and I want to say to 
my distinguished friend from Ilinois [Mr. Cannon], who pointed 
at the frauds in the manufacture of other articles, that the time 
is fast coming when legislative attention, State and national, must 
be directed to all of these frauds. And he only points the moral 
and adorns the tale” when he gives those illustrations. I say 
wherever you find a fraud imposing upon the ple—running 
masked batteries into the commerce and trade of this country— 
do not stand back and howl at the efforts that are being made to 
strike at the first fraud, but help us now and bring on your bat- 
teries and let us attack the others. For one I am for this bill and 
every bill that will unmask deception and let us have fair play 
among aeons of this country. [Applause.] 

Mr. C ON. Mr. Speaker, I move to strike out the last word. 
I have lived long enough to learn that in matters of legislation 
when I act on any question in the light of the facts I can very well 
afford to rely for justification upon the facts. It is not n 
for me, nor as I believe for any other gentleman, to ignore the facts 
in order to justify ourselves upon this question. 

What is pro to be done here? hat is the evil e 
to be remedied? There is a product manufactured called oleo- 
ard Sool From the place where it is manufactured till it 
reaches the consumer it is marked carefully, effectively. Itis a 
wholesome product. The men who make it, whether they live in 
the district of the gentleman from Iowa, or in mine, or elsewhere, 
and those who furnish the material from which it is made, are 
American citizens and have the right to follow a lawful $ 
And when these men do make that product, then in fairness under 
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the Constitution they have, in my judgment, a right to find a mar- 

ket for it. That they have found, and not under a false pretense, 

sh ree a lie in their mouths or in the mouth or the product 
ey sell. 

Now, because they do find that market and great masses of 
people in the United States knowingly buy that product for a food 
si wah and because, forsooth, it interferes with the makers of 
other food products, gentlemen are swiftfooted to clothe them- 
selves with a defense of the farmer and seek to legislate in his be- 
half. I think that this matter when it comes to be tried upon its 
merits, if it ever does, in the light of the approval or condemna- 
tion of the people, will not be judged by declamation. I am thank- 
ful to believe that such is the case. 

Ican not go with the gentleman who N this legislation, 
notwithstanding its eloquent approval by the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON], because the legislation (not speaking 
offensively) is a fraud on its face. Professing to do one thing, 
with a misrepresentation in its stomach, it seeks to do another 
thing, and is blessed by the men who deal in declamation and 
denunciation. For that reason I shall vote against this bill, and 
without apology. 

I have no fears but that when I am called on to meet my agri- 
cultural constituency. (and it is peculiarly an agricultural con- 
stituency) they will have intelligence enough to understand that 
their products of tallow and leaf lard are combined and churned 
through milk and made a cheaper product than butter, going to 
the homes of multiplied thousands who earn their living in the 
sweat of their faces, who can not buy fine dairy butter at 30, 40, 
and 50 cents a pound, but who buy this in preference to bad but- 
ter—when they understand that, I will risk my justification. 
Anyhow, whether I am justified or not, my judgment is that this 
legislation is vicious; is fraudulent—pretending to do one thin 
when it in fact does another. And to retain my self-respect, an 
sce s conviction of what is right, I shall vote “no.” [Ap- 
plause. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I move to amend by striking out the last 
word of the substitute. Mr. Chairman, if there is anything 1 feel 
badly about it is to see my colleague from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] 
resorting to declamation, He is the only gentleman who has done 
so this afternoon. When I came upon the floor he had all the 
appearance of a man in a high ecstacy on this subject, and was 
assailing other frauds. I am not here for declamation. I am not 
here with any prepares speech. A man does not need much prep- 
aration when he is attacking a curse of the kind that is being 
attacked by this bill. The gentleman by his remarks would make 
it appear that 1 have era eS to question his motives. He 
knows me better than that. attacked some of his references, 
but I had no intention of attacking his motives, or those of any 
other member of the House. 

Every man here has a right to fight for his own constituents 
and their interests. But one thing I do know, Mr. Speaker. I 
know where the head and front of this defense is located. It is 
located in the great capitalized institutions of Chicago and Kan- 
sas City, with Mr. Armour and Mr. Swift and those men who 
have 8 the cattle interest of the great West, including my 
own State, keeping down the price of every slaughtered animal 
and raising the price of every pound of beefsteak sold in the 
limits of the United States. It does not need declamation to tell 
God's simple truths to this House and to the people. I simpl 
mean this, and I allude to my friend from Louisiana, who asked 
a short time ago why legislation in the interest of one class against 
another should be enacted, and who said that a State had not a 
right to do it. In response to him I say that a State has a right to 
put stripes on its convicts in the penitentiary, and I am in favor 
of everything in that line that will brand infamy and brand false- 
hood, so that it may be recognized by the people. Let the vio- 
lators of law and those who are tran: ng the great rights of 
the people in the commerce of the United States be designated so 
as to give fair protection to all classes in the country and equal 
punishment to all criminal impositions. 4 

But, Mr. Speaker, because I am denouncing the manufacturers 
and sellers in a fraudulent way, I am not denouncing any gentle- 
man who thinks proper to defend what he believes to the 
interest of the tallow and lard raisers in his district. The tallow 
and lard raisers in my district are milk producers and butter 
producers as well. But they find a market for their tallow and 
their lard as such. All we Want is fair play, so that these articles 
can not be reduced in price or value by forgery and fraud. 

I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. MONDELL, Mr. Speaker, from the remarks of gentlemen 
who have just addressed the House on this subject it seems that 
this question has resolved itself into one of the interests of the’ 
constituents of the gentlemen Who have spoken. Now, as a Rep- 
resentative of a constituency who have no direct interest in the 
manufacture of oleomargarine and who do not produce any con- 
siderable amount of dairy products, I feel that my testimony may 
possibly have some weight in the matter. 
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In en ong we produce no considerable amount of dairy prod- 
ucts. en we want to milk a cow in my part of the country, 
we generally have to rope her and hog-tie her [laughter], and we 
have no oleomargarine factories; therefore I am not influenced in 
this matter by considerations of local interest. 

But, sir, I object to this legislation for the reason that it seems 
to me it tends, as 1 from Illinois [Mr. Cannon] has 
just so forcibly stated, to prohibit or restrict, to a considerable 
extent at least, the sale of a food product which is not considered 
deleterious to health—a healthful food product—under the pre- 
tense of preventing fraud. 

Mr, G VENOR. Will the gentleman allow an interruption? 

Mr. MONDELL. Certainly. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Under the oleomargarine act the manu- 
facture has been largely increased, and the producers are enabled 
to furnish a very much better 833 in the past. That is 
the report before the Committee on Ways and Means, sustained 
by abundant evidence. 

Mr. MONDELL. Ijudge, therefore, that the oleomargarine law 
was a law. - 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Yes 

Mr. MONDELL. And I am entirely in favor of any legislation 
that will prevent fraud of any character or legislation that will 
prevent the sale of any deleterious or adulterated food product. 
As I understand it, the State now has the right to provide by leg- 
islation that no article shall be sold under misrepresentation as to 
its true character; that food products shall be sold precisely for 
what they are, and that these provisions may include oleomarga- 
rine as well as other food -produe But I deny the right of an 
State to say that I shall not use or purchase or manufacture or se 
any healthy food product; and it has never been established 
ne er 2 or elsewhere that oleomargarine is not a healthy food 

uct, 

We are simply by this legislation up a vista, the limit 
of which no man may see, of legislation of this character in cov- 
ering other articles where the seeming interest of the people on 
the one side may be contrary to the interest of those on the other. 

Mr. NOR AY. Will the gentleman allow an interruption? 

Mr. MONDELL. Certainly. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Had you rather trust the * le of your 
own State to legislate on this matter than the people of the United 
States? Do you think that we are better prepared for the enact- 
ment of such a provision than the people of the State? 

Mr. MONDELL. I am in favor of allowing local legislation in 
all matters that donot conflict with the general good of the people 
of the United States, and do not. conflict with the commerce of 
the United States; but I am opposed to any legislation that in any 
way prevents the manufacture and free distribution and sale, 
from one end of this nation to the other, under its true name and 
properly branded, and sold for what it really is, of any product 
whatever that is wholesome and not injurious. Therefore I am 
posed to all legislation of this character. [Applause and cries 


of “Vote!” „Vote!“ 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. S „1 believe the House is ready to vote 
upon this question. I submit no remarks, but desire to have 
read from the Clerk's desk a telegram which I have just received 
which shows that this is not only a question in which the rural 
districts and agricultural States are interested, but that it is a 
matter in which business interests everywhere are concerned. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


BALTIMORE, MD., January E, 1897. 


Hon. W W. GROUT, 
House — Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
Congratulations u tting your bill up for discussion. Explain that it 
isa facsimile of ae OCNA oF the Wilson law with respect to liquor, and 


no novelty in the way of national tion. We wish you dy success. 
= x BALTIMORE CITY PROD CE EXCHANGE. 


Mr. GROUT. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask for the previous ques- 
tion on the bill and amendments, unless some gentleman wishes 


to be heard. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is ordered on the bill, 
the amendments, and the substitute for the amendments. The 

uestion is first on the substitute of the gentleman from Missouri 

fat. Tracey] for the amendment. The Clerk will report the 
substitute. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That nothing herein shall be so construed as to authorize any 
State or Territory to prohibit the transportation and sale of such articles in 
original packages when transported or sold in their true character. 


The question being taken on the substitute, on a division (de- 
manded by Mr. Tracey) there were—ayes 88, noes 100. 
Accordingly, the substitute was rejected. 
The SPEAKER. The question now is on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Grout], which the Clerk will 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The question being taken on the en ent and third i 
of the bill as amended, on a division 3 by Mr. WILLIAMS 
there were—ayes 122, noes 88. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 126, nays 96, not 
voting 133; as follows: 


YEAS—126. 
Acheson, Foo Jones, R Conn. 
Aitken, Gamble, Kiefer, 
—.— Gibson,” Lacey Simpkins 
y n 
Baker, Md. Gillet, N. Y. Lefever, T. 
Baker, N. Leigħty, over, 
Barham, Grout, h ti 
Barney, Grow, Leonard, South 
Bartholdt, 5 Lewis, a 
Bishop, er, Nebr. Linton, 8 
Blue, Hall, Loudenslager, Steele, 
Boutelle, A Low, Stewart, 
powers, Harris, M ñ Stone, C. W. 
Broderick, Hatch, McClure, Strode, Nebr. 
Bromwell, Heatwole, MeCo 4 Strong, 
Bull, Henderson, McEwan, Tawney, 
Chick sen hata ha Meikle] h 5 
0. A enry, o 
Coddin; Hepburn, Miln sey Treloar, 
Cook, Hermann, Minor, Wis. 8 
Crowther, Hicks, Mitch Van Voorhis, 
Curtis, lowa Hilborn, Moody, Wadsworth, 
Ourtis, N. X. Hill, Wanger, 
Danf Howe, Northway, Warner, 
8 1 yne, Wellington, 
ull, illis, 
Dolliver, ulick, Perkins, Wilson, Idaho 
Doolittle, ull, Phillips, Wilson, N. Y. 
Ellis, Hunter, Pitney, oomer, 
Fairchild, Hurley, Poole, Wright. 
Fischer, Jenkins, 
Fletcher, Johnson, N.Dak. Royse, 
NAYS—96. 
Aldrich, T. H. Cooper, Fla. Maddox, Sparkman, 
Allen, Miss. Cooper, Tex. Spencer, 
3 ee 
Y, N 3 . je 
Baker, Kans. Crowley, M 5 Stokes, 
Bartlett, Ga. Dayton, MeMillin Talbert, 
Belknap, Dinsmore, i W. Va. Tate, 
Bell, Colo. Erdman, Mondell, Terry, = 
Bell, Tex. Goodwyn, Money, Tracey, 
Berry, Halterman, ae A 
Black, Harrison, oP . Turner, Ga. 
Boatner, Hendrick, Neill, Turner, Va. 
Buck, Hopkins, en, Tyler. 
Burrell, K Otey. Van Horn, 
Burton, Mo. Kendall, Patterson, Walker, Va. 
Calderhead, Kirkpatrick, Pendleton, W. 
Kleberg, Prince, Wheeler, 
Clardy, Latimer, nigg, White, 
Clarke, Layton, ey, —— 
Cobb, Ys Reev Wilson, S. C. 
Cockrell, Little, Richardson, Wood, 
Connolly, Li Rinaker, Woodard, 
Cooke, III. Sayers, Woodman. 
NOT VOTING—13%. 
Abbott, Dingley, Kulp, Reyburn, 
ery, Kyle, Robertson, La. 
Aldrich, W. F. ner, Lawson, Ro 
8 prape: Lester, Rusk, 
en, > Long. 
Anderson, Elett, em Sauerhering, 
Andrews, Evans, im Son ton, 
Arnold, Pa. Faris, y, Settle, 
Atwood, Fenton, Mahon, on, 
Avery, Fitzgerald, Martin, Shaw, 
Barrett, Anes McCall, Mass. Shuford, 
Bartlett, N. Y, Fowler, McCall, Tenn. kinner, 
Beach, Gillett, Mass. McLaurin, Smith, Mich. 
Bi ee riffin. Mercer. Sean 
K ercer, 
Brevater, Griswold, Meredith, Stewart N J. 
Brosius, Hadley, Meyer, Stone, W. A. 
Brown, UA es, Strowd, N.O. 
‘Vy Miller, Kans. Sulloway, 
Catchings, Hart, N julzer, 
Clark, lowa Miner, N. V. Swanson, 
Heiner, Pa. Moses, „ 
Hemenway, Murray, Thorp, 
H tt, Newlands, Towne, 
Cooper, Wis. Hooker, Noonan, Tracewell, 
Howard, Odell, Walker, Mass. 
Consins, Howell, Otjen, Watson, Ind. 
Cowen, uling, Overstreet, Watson, Ohio 
on P, Hutcheson, seos wien 020 
berson, y Par er, 
Johnson, Cal Pickler, — 
Dalzell, Johnson, Ind. Powers, r 
Denny, Joy, ice, 
De Kerr, Ray, 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
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The following pairs were announced: 

Until further notice: 

Mr. Cousixs with Mr. COWEN. 

Mr. Hirr with Mr. MCRAE. 

Mr. Watson of Indiana with Mr. MEYER. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. Sore. 

Mr. MCCALL of Tennessee with Mr. McLAuRIN, 

Mr. TRACEWELL with Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia, 

Mr. HEMENWAY with Mr. MINER of New York, 

Mr. HANLY with Mr. Moses. 

Mr, Tart with Mr. ROBERTSON of Louisiana. 

Mr. Crump with Mr. CULBERSON. 

Mr. Kup with Mr. ABBOTT. 

For this day: 

Mr. Curtis of Kansas with Mr. OWENS, 

Mr. Coruiss with Mr. Denny. 

Mr. BINGHAM with Mr. DopKery. 

Mr. Foss with Mr. Yoakum. 

Mr. MILLIKEN with Mr. LESTER. 

Mr. PICKLER with Mr. Swanson. 

Mr. SuLLoway with Mr. TYLER. 

Mr. Schaxrox with Mr. Rusk. 

Mr. AVERY with Mr. FITZGERALD, 

Mr. MERCER with Mr. HART. 

Mr. Faris with Mr. KYLE. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE with Mr. ELLETT. 

Mr. HuLING with Mr. PRICE. 

Mr. REYBURN with Mr. MAGUIRE. 

Mr. Jounson of Indiana with Mr. MEREDITH. 

On this question: 

Mr. CLARK of Iowa with Mr. SULZER. y 

Mr. S{urra of Michigan with Mr. TOWNE. 

Mr. Lone with Mr. CATCHINGS. 

Mr. Brosrus with Mr. Joy. 

Mr. Watson of Ohio with Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts. 

Mr. CURTIS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I desire to withdraw my 
vote. I find Jam paired with the gentleman from Kentucky, Mr. 
Owens. Were he present, I should vote yea.” 

Mr. BOATNER. Mr. Speaker, my coll , Mr. ROBERTSON, 
is detained from the House by illness. I do not know how he 
would vote. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, Iam paired with the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, Mr. BINGHAM. If he were present, the Grout 
amendment reting opas adopted, I should vote for the bill. 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I am paired with the 
gentleman from Minnesota, Mr. TOWNE. If he were present, I 
would vote „yea“ and he would vote nay.” 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. Speaker, my colleague, Mr. BENNETT, was 
called out a few moments 3 — present, he would vote yea.“ 

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Speaker, my colleague, Mr. Tart, has 
been called home by important business. He would have voted 
for the bill if present. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The bill was accordingly engrossed and read the third time. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the Speaker announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Division! 

The Honse proceeded to divide. 

Ptah WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the call for a 
vision. 

The SPEAKER. The call for a division has been withdrawn. 
The ayes have it, and the bill is passed. 

On motion of Mr. GROUT, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


VETO MESSAGE—EASTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following veto message 
of the President of the United States; which was read: 
To the House of Representatives: 


act to constitute a new division of 


t appears that terms of court are now held at four different places within 
the eastern judicial district of Texas, and that parties having busin 
courts are not r inconvenienced under present arra: 

Both the Federal judge and district attorney in this district express them- 
selves in opposition to the bill as unnecessary and an interruption to the 
transaction of the large volume of business now pending and constantly com- 
ing before the court. 

have before me certificates of the clerks of the present divisions of the 
courts showing that during the last five years the counties which it is pro- 
shall constitute the new division have contributed but forty-two cases 

the calendars of the court. 

Conclusive proof is also before me that the additional terms of court 
yided for in this bill would so interfere with the terms already appointed in 
the existing divisions that the proper administration of the civil as well as 
the criminal law would be impracticable. 

The criminal docket of the terms held at Paris is so large that under present 
arrangements and with the utmost industry trials can not now be as promptly 
disposed of as the ends of justice require. This condition would be r 
eggravated if terms of the court should be held at Beaumont on the dates 


5 bill, since they are fixed at such times as to necessarily cur- 
the period now devoted to the Paris terms. 

On the grounds stated, and because I am unable to discover how the publis 
interests can 8 be promoted by the pro , I am con- 
strained to withhold my approval of the bill un aN o eration. 


CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January Il, 1897. 

Mr. COOPER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the veto mes- 
er together with the bill, be referred to the Committee on the 

udiciary. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas asks that the veto 
message, together with the bill, be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. Without objection, it will be so ordered. 

There was no objection. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. ARNOLD of Pennsylvania, for five days, on account of 
sickness in his family. 

To Mr. Cooper of Wisconsin, indefinitely, on account of sick- 
ness. 

To Mr. Moses, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

Mr. GROUT. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills and a joint 
resolution of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the 


same: 

A bill (S. 3050) to validate the appointments, acts, and services 
of certain deputy United States marshals in the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes; 

A bill (S. 1448) to withdraw from the Supreme Court jurisdic- 
tion of criminal cases not capital and confer the same on the cir- 
cuit courts of a + 

A bill (S. 3210) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson; and 

Joint resolution (S. R. 133) authorizing Surg. P. M. Rixey, 
of the Navy, to accept from the King of Spain the grand cross of 
naval merit with the white distinction mark, in te of 
services rendered to the officer and sailors of the Santa Maria who 
were injured by an explosion on that ship. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, re- 
ported the bill (H. R. 10002) making appropriations for the cur- 
rent and contingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for 
fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the 
fiscal year ton Fad une 30, 1898, and for other purposes. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to reserve all points of order. 

The SPEAKER. All points of order are reserved. The bill 
will be ordered printed and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PAYNE. I move that the Honse adjourn. ° 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont has alread: 
3 that the dere adjourn, x 

e motion to IE A O ee e e accordingly (at 
4 o'clock and 52 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. mA 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
munications were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as 


follows: 
A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a copy of acommunication from the Secretary of War submitting 


an estimate of a iation for the Springfield Arsenal, Spring- 
field, Mass.—to the mmittee on Appropriations, and ordered bo 


printed. 
A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a copy of a communication from the Attorney-General submittin 
an estimate of ysl e for rent of quarters for the Court o 
e the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to bo 
prin 


A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitti 
a copy of a communication from the Attorney-General, 8 
ting an estimate of an appropriation for establishing a site for a 
penitentiary at Fort Leavenworth, Kans.—to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally rted from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. LOUDENSLAGER, from the Committee on Pensions; 
The bill (H. R. 9683) granting a pranon to Rachel Waddell, of 
Newport, Tenn. (Report No. 2514.) 

By Mr. BLACK, from the Committee on Pensions: The bill 
Ser 1888) for the relief of Mrs. Isabella V. Jett. (Report No. 
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By Mr. STALLINGS, from the Committee on Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 8898) to increase the pension of Elizabeth Wellons. 
(Report No. 2516.) 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
1 following titles were introduced and severally referred as 

ollows: 

By Mr. WALKER of Virginia (by sig ane A bill (H. R. 9977) 
for the incorporation of an association for the mutual protection 
and benefit of Government employees—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WATSON of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 9978) to promote the 
safety of railroad employees by the blocking of frogs, etc.—to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. SAYERS: A bill (H. R. 9979) to provide for a perma- 
nent census—to the Committee on Gy angie 

By Mr. WELLINGTON: A bill (H. R. 9980) to amend an act 
to regulate the practice of pharmacy in the District of Columbia 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. GAMBLE Qy request): A bill (H. R. 9981) granting 
lands to the State of South Dakota to aid the construction of the 
Dakota Pacific Railroad Company from Sioux Falls, S. Dak., to 
3 eon the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: A bill (H. R. 9982) to insure a full 
bench in the Court of Claims for the hearing of the cases entitled 
The United States against La Abra Silver Mining Company and 
- others,” and “ The United States against Alice Weil and others“ 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MONDELL: A bill (H. R. vate to authorize the en 
and patenting of lands containing petroleum and other mine 
oils under the placer-mining laws of the United States—to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 10000) tor the payment of 
re interest on Chickasaw trust funds—to the Committee on Indi 

airs. 

By Mr. CURTIS of New York: A concurrent resolution (House 
Con. Res. No. 66) to print 8,000 copies of the chronological list of 
battles in which troops of the permanent establishment have par- 
ticipated from the organization of the Army in 1789—to the Com- 
mi on Printing. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BELL of Colorado: A bill (H. R. 9984) for the relief of 
Thomas H. Breen—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 9985) for the relief of Oliver 
C. Bosbyshell, late superintendent of the United States mint at 
Philadelphia, Pa,—to the Committee on Claims, 

By Mr. BURRELL: A bill (H. R. 9986) for the relief of Alfred 
U. Whiffen—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CLARK of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 9987) granting a pen- 
sion to Edward Hownsom—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DINSMORE: A bill (H. R. 9988) for the relief of 
estate of Jesse Hollingshead, deceased, late of Benton County, 
Ark.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HURLEY: A bill (H. R. 9989) for the relief of Ella S. 
Claussen, widow of Peter J. Claussen, deceased—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. MILLER of West N ition A bill (H. R. 9990) to pen- 
sion Absolom Maynard—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 9991) for the relief of 5 
Sarah Martin, of Holly Springs, Miss. —to the Committee on War 
Claims 


Also, a bill (H. R. 9992) for the relief of Burwell V. MeGuffee, 
of Hinds County, Miss. —to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9993) for the relief of L. D. McNair, of Hinds 
County, Miss. —to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9994) for the relief of Olivia F. Montgomery, 
of Hinds County, Miss. —to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9995) for the relief of the estate of William 
O. Moseley, deceased, late of Hinds County, Miss.—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. . 

By Mr. WALKER of Virginia (by rea est): A bill (H. R. 9996) 
to correct the mili record of Capt. S. C. Means—to the Com- 


mittee on Milita airs. ? 
By Mr. WHE : A bill 88 R. 9997) for the relief of the 
heirs of A. C. Barton to the Committee on War Claims. 


Also, a bill (H. R. 9998) to reimburse Dew M. Wisdom—to the 
Committee on Claims. $ 
By Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 9999) to grant an honorable dis- 
chargo to Charles W. Hammond—to the Committee on Military 
‘airs 


By Mr. FLYNN: A bill (H. R. 10001) for the relief of Stewart 
& Co.—to the Committee on Claims, 


JANUARY 14, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ACHESON: Resolutions of the manufacturers of plumb- 
ers’ ironware, for the passage of a law protecting free labor from 
the injurious effects of convict-labor competition—to the Com- 
mittee on Labor. 

By Mr. ADAMS: Petition of Rey. T. A. Fernley and other citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, for the passage of Senate bill No. 1675, to 
prohibit the interstate transportation of obscene matter by any 
agency—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

By Mr. AVERY: Memorial of I. Winslow Ayer, relating to his 
claim pending before Congress—to the Committee on Claims. 
By Mr. BA COCK: Memorial of the Civic Center, of Wash- 
ington, D. C., praying for a commission to investigate the con- 
tamination of Potomac River water—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. - 

By Mr. BELL of Colorado: Petition of the Society of the Sons 
of the Revolution in the State of Colorado, for the publication of 
the 5 of the Revolutionary war—to the Committee on 
Printing. 

ce Beg BARRETT: Resolution of the New England Furniture 
Exchange, favoring a permanent nonpartisan tariff commission 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of Lucien Beebe & Son and 14 other leather deal, 
ers in the State of Massachusetts, protesting against an increase of 
1 on East India tanned skins—to the Committee on Ways and 

eans. 

By Mr. COOK of Wisconsin: Resolutions of the Board of Trade 
of Baltimore, Md., protesting against the action of the Senate 


Comain o e ere in agreeing to r ors 5 
a joint resolution to recognize the independence of the ublio 
of Cuba—to Hii Committee on Fore i N 


‘airs. 

Also, resolution of the National Guard of Wisconsin, unani- 
mously adopted at their mee in Milwaukee, Wis., January 8, 
1897, in support of Senate bill No. 2849, to promote the efficiency 
of the milika to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of the publishers of the Leader, of Waupun, Wis., 
protesting against the passage of House bill No. 4566, relating to 
second-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. COUSINS: Resolutions adopted by the Iowa Academ 
of Science, December 29, 1896, in opposition to Senate bill No. 1552, 
for the prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Colum- 
bia —to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. DINSMORE: Papers relating to the claim of William 
H. Engles—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, memorial of the Arkansas River Deep Water Convention 
of Fort Smith, Ark., for the improvement of Sabine Pass, via 
Port Arthur—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. FITZGERALD: Resolution of the Boston Merchants’ 
Association, of Boston, Mass., . of the attitude of the 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations in re to the affairs of 
moa, and brorta a peisir atar wr in me e now 
going on upon the island— e Commi on Foreign Affairs 

Also, resolutions of the Massachusetts State Pharmassatioal 
Association, relating to the tax on alcohol—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HARMER: Memorial of Matua Lodge, No. 160, Broth- 
erhood of Railroad Trainmen, of Philadelphia, Pa., protesting 
against the passage of House bill No. 9120—to the Committee on 
Interstate and 5 
Ba Mr. DERSON: Paper from the warden of the Fort 

ison (Iowa) Penitentiary, opposing House bill No. 6116, to 
rotect free labor from competition with convict labor—to thé 
mmittee on Labor. 

By Mr. HUNTER: Petition of various citizens of Bowlin 
Green, Ky., asking for the passage of Senate bill No. 2962, for th 
oe of the boo ents of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. HURLEY: Petition of the Young Men’s a ee of th 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, N. V., agains 
the mode of warfare 88 by the Spanish troops in Cuba 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, petition of the Union Pearl Works, of Brooklyn, N. V. 
relating to the duties on pearl goods—to the Committee on Ways 


and Means. 

By Mr. LOUDENSLAGER: Petition of the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union of Salem, N. J., representing 100 members 
urging the passage of Senate bill No. 2485, to recognize Sunday 
a of rest in the District of Columbia—to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. MEIKLEJOHN: Report of a committee appointed at 
a meeting of the citizens of Omaha, 55 held Decembe 


r 80 
1896, protesting against Spanish rule in Cuba and speedy 
ee ee part ot ma nited States in behalf of Cuban inde 
pendence—to the Co: ttee on Affairs, 


1897. 


By Mr. STEWART of Wisconsin: Petition of homesteaders in 
Ashland and Bayfield counties, Wis., Ashland land-office district, 
requesting immediate action on measures now pending, and such 
further measures as may be necessary to relieve their condition 
and to do them justice—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, resolutions of the Wisconsin Valley Lumbermen’s Associa- 
tion, favoring a duty of $2 1 thousand feet upon lumber to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. Ress 

Also, resolution of the Wisconsin National Guard Association, 
favoring the reorganization of the National Guard and the militia 
of the United States—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Federated Trades Council of Wisconsin; 
also of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of Ashland, 
Wis., in behalf of Cuban liberty and independence—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. ; 

Also, petition of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis., 
deprecating the action of the Senate Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions in regard to Cuba—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRI DAX, January 15, 1897, 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. COUDEN. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
UNION PACIFIC RAILWAY LANDS IN UTAH. 


Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
ae She present consideration of the resolution which I send to the 


The resolution was read, as follows: 


Whereas there are many tracts of land situate in the State guma which 
were a part of the grant made by the United States to the Union Pacific 
3 a patents for w are withheld by the Department of the 


Whereas facet of these lands were sold by said railway company to bona 
fide purchasers who are in possession of them and who have made valuable 
9 on said lands: Therefore, 

esol That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, directed to 
report to Hi the cause of the omission to issue patents to the lands so 
granted to and sold by said railway company. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this resolution? 
i Mr. HALL. I should like to hear some explanation of the reso- 

ution. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. It simply asks the Secretary of the In- 
terior to inform the House why patents are held up in the cases of 
lands which were granted to the Union Pacific Railway in the 
State of Utah and which have been sold to bona fide purchasers. 

Mr. HALL. Does the resolution come from the Committee on 
Public Lands? 


Mr. ALLEN of Utah. It has not been referred to the commit- 
tee. It simply asks for information. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, a similar resolution has already been 
een iy the House, and the Secretary has made his return. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Yes; but that resolution applied only to 
lands in Kansas. 

4 Mr. HALL. I do not object to the consideration of the resolu- 
on. 

Mr. PAYNE. I understand the gentleman from Utah says that 
this resolution mi asks for information. 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. Yes, sir. 

The resolution was adopted. 
ELIHU JONES. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. ker, I ask unanimous consent for-the 
present consideration of the bill which I send to the desk. 

The bill (H. R. 5981) was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place the name of Elihu Jones, of Potwin, Butler 
County, Kans., late captain Company G, Eighth Illinois Infantry, on the pen- 
8 = pay him a pension of $50 per month from and after the passage 
Q e 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to object, I 
would like to hear the report. 

The report (by Mr. KIRKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 


5981) granting a pension to u Jones, late captain Company G, Eighth 
Illinois Infantry Volunteers, having fully examined and considered the facts 
p mted, respectfully report: 


u Jones served as a member of Battery G. Fourth Regiment United 
tates Artillery, from December, 1853, until March, 1860, when he was dis- 
¢ under general orders. He spent some months in recruiting, and 
entered the volunteer service in April, 1861,as a member of 5 G. 
‘hth Illinois Volunteers, ene rons ape ve pen of the company in February, 

1 d serving in that ca ty until October 7, 1864. He was wounded 
Fe arm by ashell, and is now drawing a pension of $10 per month for that 
application for additional pension on account of diseaseof the 


. His 
eyes yee rejected the Pension Office because he failed to prove treatment 
or in the service, on the ground that said disease existed prior toenlist- 
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ment. There is no question raised as to the claimant's having lost the sight 


of one eye years and having almost entirely lost the use of the other. 
ere is an abundance of testimony showing that he was a brave and faith- 
ful 8 and a sober and temperate man, who took unusual care of his 


ealth. 
His title to an increase of pension turns upon the point whether disease of 
eyes existed prior to enlistment, The Pension Office held that it did, basing 
action upon a special inv: tion, which the examiner says was hur- 
riedly made. An examination of the evidence on this Besar pase your 
committee that this action was erroneous, and that the of eyes origi- 
nated in the service, as claimed. This belief is corroborated by the fact that 
claimant was able to 5 efficient service for more than three years, and 
was not troubled seriously with his eyes until near the close of hisservice, as 
well as by the further fact that claimant served over seven years in th 
Regular 5 to enlisting in the volunteer service, and was a auend 
man during period. 
Your committee believe en Jones equitably entitled to a higher - 
sion, on account of his disability from his wound and his blindness, and we 
tfully recommend the of the bill, after being amended by 
striking ou the word “of,” in line 4, by striking out Potwin, Butler Count; 
Kans.," in line 5, and by striking out all after the word “month,” in line 7, 
and by striking out all after the word Jones,“ in the title of the bill. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
will permit me, I desire to say, in further explanation of the bill 
that this man is represented to me to be now entirely blind and 
in indigent circumstances. He is so disabled as to require the 
constant aid of an attendant. He served several years in the Reg- 
ular Army, and, in view of his condition, he would be entitled to 
$72 a month, but this bill grants only $50 a month. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Has this bill been considered in Committee of 
the Whole? 

Mr. BLUE. No, sir. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Then I object. I intend to object to all pen- 
75 ane that have not been considered in Committee of the 

ole. 
GEORGE H. PLANT. 


Mr. SWANSON. Mr. 5 I ask unanimous consent for 
re e consideration of the bill (S. 1088) which I send to the 
es r 

The bill was read, as follows: 

For the relief of George H. Plant, of the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay to George H. Plant, of the District of Colum- 
bia, out of any 8 the ry not otherwise appropriated, the sum 
of $5,216.85, the same the amount found to be due to him by the Court 
of Claims for losses and sustained by him by n of a collision 
between the U. S. S. Gettysburg and the oe A Sa Lady of the Lake, on the 
Potomac River, and to be ved by him in full satisfaction of all claims 
and demands in consequence of said collision. 


The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE. Let the report be read, Mr. Speaker, subject to 
the right to object. 

The report (by Mr. DENNY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Cl: to wh 
relief as 15 7 S ae l l the flowing report: An 

s the e i 
meet a natn rte ce er 
ur co! refore recomm: 

House bill, and that said House bill ie on the table. ter 


The report upon House bill 1845 by Mr. Denny was also read, 
as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.1845) for 
the relief of Geo’ H. Plant, have had the same under consideration, and 
ay “ly it back to the House with the recommendation that it do 

e facts in this case are fully set out in House Re rt No. made at 
the third session of the Fifty third Congress by Mr. 
is hereby ree BS as the report of your committee, with the explanation 
and statement that the present conforms to recommendations made 
said 5 ke by Mr. Loup, and should be passed as introduced. The aforesal 
report is as follows: 

Ka ere Report No. * 9 Congress. 3 session.] 

Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the 8.429) fi 
relief of George H. Plant, have had the same under 8 me rare 
it back to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The facts in this case are all fully set out in Senate Report No. 210, made at 
ne second session of the Fifty- Congress by Mr. Pasco, which is as 

‘ollows: 
[Senate Bere’ bh Fifty-third Congress, second session.] 

This claim was co: e by the committee in the Fifty-second Congress, 
was favorably reported with amendments, and th 
Ail metion waa eee ene an 

e presen e same u e Fifty: sec Cc 
the 8 52 the report made to the Senate in that Co os sad 

The present bill is subject to the same objections that the committee made 
to the former bill, and the same amendments are necessary in order to make 
it conform to the views heretofore expressed by the committee. 

When thus amended, the committee recommend that the bill do pass. 


[Senate Report No. 064, Fifth-second Congress, first session.] 
The committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 707) for the 
relief of George H. Plant, of the District of Columbia, have carefully consid- 
ered the same, and submit the 8 report thereon: 
The claimant in 1874 was the owner oi 


UD, and said re 


tysburg. On the 9th a June the Secretary of 8 pointed a co 


ces 

e blame, if any, should rest 
further on in this report. Though 

the Lady of the Lake, the court 
ble for the collision. Subse- 


report its causes and u 
some blame was cast upon the rs of 
found the officers of Gettysbur: 
quently the Treasury 


g 
„ 


of July, 1s, that the p „„ > N 


2 the pb bee 
tions for the 8 Nie 70 f 
— es rt . was exonerated from all blam: 
But no a eller cwowes = fin Repo of 2 two eee and the yrs 
shoes Set he could re : 0 12 for pe and loss 
action. —— a was introduced 
4 Sixth = and a similar bill in each 
‘hth, when, on the 27th day of February, 1884, the 
art of Claims under the act of March 3, 1883. 
filed its Potings of fact, and they were trans- 


us Document, 
. The report of the case is here 


On June 2, 1890, the court 
tted to the Senate June 6, 1800, and a 
Congress, first session, No. 


[Court of Claims. 9 io George H. Plant vs. The United 

At a Court of Claims held in the city of W. 
A. D. 1890, the court filed the following findings 
FINDINGS OF FACT. 


1 * Se 5 me ah day pry once Feb: 
nate on on of Fe 
a Good or claimant, 24 4 Arney: 


rag Apo MA AAT oE Fena; 
to wit: 


court, upon the evidence and after 
sagt ome V f 
on May Potomac River, 


Hout EMONA a collision occurred on 
2 ey pete between 8 8. 8. jor done and the 
nder tobe 
* been down 75 river with an excursion 


Lake party 
Ti Loy fe Tats a persons, and was on her return 


Tio Gettysbu 5 by Lieutenant McRitchie, was down. 
When first sighted the steamers were about three-fourths of a mile apart. 
At that time the ray E was on the Virginia side of 828 
the Gettysburg on d side. 
By the law of hay chew ee pce was required to keep to the right in 
ng, but the law also permitted them, by signal agreement, to keep to the 


yiana 2 because the e cg: 
*eTherefor ie the steamers were about half a mile a 
Lake gave two blasts of her steam whistle, was one proper 
mest that the steamers ae or pass by. each keeping to the left. 
the Gettysburg immediately re mded by tro peet of the 
assen! 


hich was the 
then held A her — far about a quarter ofa oe! 
McRitchie, gave one blast of h. — han te which is the 
— poes righ immediately 


pogana, Beed course to 

Lady of ihe Lake iman — 
indica el and held her course. 
eee eir engines, but col- 


e 
3 the 


„ 


ion could not then be avoided. 


The bow of the Gettysburg struck the Lady % the Lake on her starboard 
bow, crushing in 5 upper and lower decks. 0 pora were injured. 

Both Lieutenant M ie and the claimant agree in their testimony that 

e signals were given and heard by the officers of each steamer, as above 


The Gettysburg. by porting her helm and directing her course to the Vir- 
eoira) 6 DET RIR a TOE tae collision. 


re 


The rule established by the Board of aye ding gem acne 
29 of ‘oe ga of 5 1871 (10 bati b 450), to bserved 1 7 — steam 
‘vessels ä ows: 
When 3 


in deter- 


of 

of each 8 3 by the einer i 0 far 
or nearly so, or if the vesse! ronning a each other 23 a manner 
that to the t Gas pid ar deemed unsafe by the pilot of 


either the pilot so first 3 give two short and 
distinct of his steam whistle, W punvor the other steamer shall 
answer y by two similar blasts of his steam whistle, and they shall 
pass to the or on the starboard side, of 

F ered meeting. head and head 
80 long as both the colored lights of each are in view of the other. In the day 
a r position will also be considered head and head.“ “] 


June 9, 1874, the Secretary of the Navy constituted, by the following order, 
a naval court of inquiry: faz! 
To Commander JOHN H. RUSSELL, 
United States e fe Rockville, Md. : 
of the Hart N. noe o United States," a Oy na. Sah rit i pero bettor he: 
e Na e 0 9 u rif 5 
8 John 1 teat re 


Lieut. Commander r Frederick Rodgers on erea Gand First Liew 
Reid. of the Marine Corps, Judgeadvocats of a court of Bones hag whi 
Ging of dune, srt ache sao ra hen aa P E e i a te th 
2, ‘or v circumstances 
do Taek wae plas on at 
5 187, 5 
th Lad; n paranin this duty the court 


act my Sikes ereto, 
t about the collision, its opin- 


Given under my hand at the avy Departmentof the United States this 9th 
of June, in year 1874. 
GEORGE M. ROBESON, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


That ae pr Gettysburg. N boat Lady of the Lake 
an o; ro 
the act A er 1864 (page 188. Naval ex 
in addition to the above the court 
e on the water, and in addition to t laid down by the 
Inspectors in pursuance of the act of Congress of Feb- 


no ne between these two sets of “rules,” but the rules of the 
Board of 3 eae the naval “ Rules of the road” by cer 
or signals to be used between vessels, subject to the directions 
of the Board of Supervising Inspectors. 
regards the facts 3 with the N N the weight of evidence, in 
shes the that the vessels, at the time of 
of their N whistle is tema most be considered us CO! un- 


ms on the water (Naval 
Laws, page 161), and also under rule the Board of Su- 
or ney for the ls positior of sine that is, 


itted an error of judgment in putting his 


fee Sears 
At the same time, as the 3 — 13), “end on, or nearly 
end on,” implies a certain margin for ju on the part of pilots, the 
court are of the opinion that the oe —— of the Lady of th hed: 2 though tech- 
nically in the wrong: can not in circumstances nsidered as being 
very censu: 
rt the SORAIBA are considered as within the of article 13 of the 


law for preventing collisions on the 8 the 5 find that the Gettysburg 

acted in violation of law in answ: Lady of the Lake’s two whistles 

one in e hia hal helm to starboard, 3 that the fact of her pilot having 
renders her responsible for the collision. 

40e pilots of the two vessels are therefore considered by the court as hay- 

ing been principally to blame for the collision, Lieutenant McRitchie mas 


owing the Rules of the road” in Thad done se trom tho as the weight 
of 9 shows that if both Sinn A had done so from the first 1 the 


collision would in all probability have been avoided. 

But when it becomes evident that the Lady ef the Lake did Aot ursue the 
same course that a collision was very probable, he would, in nion 
of the court. have been justified In aht his helm,in accordance with ar- 


= 19, , page 162, Rules of the Road, Naval Laws. 

The evidence shows that after a collision became Wpro robable both vessels 
= stopped an and reversed their engines, in conformity article 16, Rules of 
e 


page 161, Naval Laws. 
JOHN H. RUSSELL, 
Commander, United States Navy, ee Sas o 8 of Inquiry. 
First Lieutenant, United States Marine Corps, Judge-Advocate, 
Tho ‘Treasury pw pr denned also authorized an Rien apn b; the super- 
vising inspectors of steam vessels, pre made the following rej <s 
Orrice OF U. S. LOCAL INSPECTORS OF STEAM 3 
Baltimore, July 17. 1871. 
Sin: In compliance with your instructions roceeded to Washington, 
. C., to take T sion between the U. S. S. 
Gettysburg and steamer Lady of the Lake, which occurred on the Potomac 
River, off Fort Washington, on the evening of maps 3 . Foske hand, ped 
ha received said testimony, both on 
of the Lake together with a number of di eee oot 55 ro on 
steamer, we find that mo KEA in charge of the 8 — the com ped 
with all the Taos and re tions for ma governme ———— applicab! 
933 all blame in 


said case, and is 1. exonerated fro: 
ae) report also their inability to officers of the Gele Gettysburg to 
8 D. LOWRY, 


ILLIAM O. SAVILLE, 
United States Local Inspectors of Steamers, Baltimore District, 
JOEN HENSHAW, Esq., 
Supervising Inspector of Steam Vessels, Third District. 
IV. 


Ma; e the claimant was the owner of O pv phe fave Sacre — had 

Lye sp varen; at 12 which he had to transfer ar- 
tridge, the captain of This interest had not been pad for, and 
claimant arranged ne “rho Partridge for it and took it back. 


. 


At the time of the collision the Lady of the Lake was engaged in the business 
of carrying freight and between Washington and Norfolk and 
taking excursion pers up and down the river. It was the busy season of 
the year and her business was and profitab! 

The cost of repairing the boat amounted to $2,216.85. The loss in earnings 
while undergoing 3 8 to $3,000. 

After resuming her trips her earnings, in consequence of the inter- 
ruption and loss of confidence ia her safety, were much diminished. This 


can not be accurately calculated, but may be E a T 
Filed June 2, 1890. ; 
A trae 


ipis th day of June, A. D. 1800 a 

f JOHN RANDOLPH, 

Assistant Clerk, Court of Claims. 

No action was taken npon the findings and opinion of the court d 25 
Fifty-first ne pipas to refer the case to this 8 with a bi 
them out. During the time that the matter has been pending in the 
committee and the Court of Claims various have been 
introduced into the House of Representatives for the claimant's relief, but 
no final has ever there taken. 

Pho Court of Claims came to the same conclusion as to the responsibility 
for the collision that was reached in the former 1 and it only 
remains to determined whether an 5 be made in favor 


It is true that the 9 does not . 1 generally 
for acts of wrong or neg! ts subordina 
agents, but this rule has n 
ma yp Tt has 0 deci 


ble 
te officers or 


guilty of a maritime tort as much as if the offending vessel 
seman pond ton prisa cases, however, such a- claim can 
retan 5 because, for reasons of pu c policy, jurisdiction is withheld 
Sting ee . matt af ens tae bel —— 
— i — collisions and to treat — Eie 


from ordinary eases of negligence and wr 


cing on the part 
in part from 


5 
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ven to an officer command- 


t power and authority which is necessarily 
G's sees and it is pt spac too, that when 
ers on the 


present practice is to file a libelin rem, — which the 
directs a letter to be written to the lords of the admiralty reqnesting 
an appearance on behalf of the Crown. This is generally given, and the case 
oceeds to j t. It is insisted that the final decrees are little more 
than awards, so far as the Government is concerned, but the suits are insti- 
tuted and conducted on the h esis that claims are created against the 


paying 
vessel causing the injury belon; to the United States. d 

It is true that in the 8 ie the findings of the Court of Claims do not 
have the same force as a jo ut, but the claimant presented his case there 
with the permission of the Senate in accordance with law. The United 
States was represented by an assistant of the Attorney-General, and the case 
was duly defended, and a careful review of the findings shows that they are 

dance with the facts of 


ace the case so far as the party in fault is con- 
After the matter has proceeded thus far with the consent of those who 
represented the Government, and who had authority under the law to act, 


the committee think that the claimant in this partic case should receive 

imbursement for the damage which has resulted directly from the col- 
fision, without w: for the enactment of a oa law. e court finds 
that the cost of ring the boat was $2,216. . 


earnings while she was undergoing repairs was . These sums amount 
in the — te to. 216.85, and the committee recommend the appropriation 
of this sum in full satisfaction of the claim. 


The court i of the boat in 


2 asks that he be paid the amount for his time and expenses 
in ing his steamboat in condition for navigation.” He 


vers gains, profits, and advantages which would have accrued 

to him from his contracts and business, but expressly states that he makes 
no claim except for his time and expenses as stated. 

Tocarry out the views of the committee the following amendments are 


In line 6 strike out “six” before “thousand,” and “seven” before hun- 
dred” and insert in the first place “fiye and in the second place “two.” 

Add at the end of the bill as printed “and to be received by him in fullsat- 
isfaction of all claims and demands in consequence of said collision.“ 

Mr. PAYNE (before the conelusion of the reading). I wish to 
ask the gentleman whether there is anything in the latter part of 
the report which changes the facts as so far shown? It appears 
from the report so far that while the officers of the Gettysburg 
were guilty of wrong, and while there is no doubt that their neg- 
ligence contributed to the accident, still the officers of the La 4 
g the Lake were also guilty of contributory negligence. I wis 

e gentleman would state if there 8 further in the report 
which shows that the officers of the y of the Lake were free 
from negligence. i 

Mr. SWANSON. The gentleman from California [Mr. Loup 
made the report, and I will ask him to answer the gentleman's 

nestion, _— 

i Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say in relation to this case 
that I have given it very careful consideration in the Committee 
on Claims during two Congresses, and if there ever was a just 
claim presented to Con I believe this to be the one. If the 
tleman from New York be at all nautical—and I know that 
e is at the head of a committee which has something to do with 
nautical matters—he will understand from the facts presented 
that the Lady of the Lake was coming up against the stream and 
was entitled, under the rules governing navigation, by giving 
notice of that fact, to take advantage of the eddy along the shore. 
Thecaptain of the N ed the Lake signaled that he desired to take 
that course, and the tysburg answered the signal and accepted 
it. Subsequently the Gettysburg desired, for some reason which 
does not appear, to take a course which she was not entitled to 
take, and she signaled back to the a of the Lake reversing 
her former tance of the signal. The Lady of the Lake was 
then unable, as the whole evidence goes to show, by reason of the 
speed of the current, to change her first signal, so the accident 
became inevitable. No action on the of the officers of the 
Lady of the Lake, when the later si of the Gettysburg were 
made, could possibly, 1 the report of the inspectors, 
have prevented the collision. the case were that of a private 
individual against another private individual, or that of one cor- 
poration against another corporation, I do not believe there is a 
court in this country but would hold that the Lady of the Lake 

could recover damages. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, it is true that at the outset the 
day of the Lake and the 3 were each on the wrong side 
of the river according to the law. It is also true that, according 
to the regulations, the Lady of the Lake had the privilege of offer- 
iog tocontinue on that side by blowing two whistles, which she 
. Itis further true that the e e Saree with two 
whistles, accepting the offer of the yof the Lake, Afterwards 


the 8 ee another signal, which the Lady of the Lake 
did not accept, but responded with two whistles, signifying that 
she would continue her first course. 

Now, if the Lady of the Lake had obeyed the second signal or 
warning of the Gettysburg and instead of am to keep on her 
course had changed hercourse, which it would have been natural 
for her to do under the rules and regulations, it does not appear 
from the findings either of the Court of Claims or of the court of 
inquiry of the Navy Department that the collision would not 
have been avoided. On the contrary, it does appear from the 
findings of the court of inquiry of the Navy Department that that 
court censured the officer of the Lady of the e, blaming him 
for his share of the collision. The court does not find him free 
from negligence, but, on the other hand, there is some language in 
the findings showing that he was at least guilty of contributory 
pri re and, of course, if such was the fact, there could be no 
rig t of recovery. 

think, therefore, that this bill should not come up under this 
order, but should take its place upon the Calendar and have ample 
time for further consideratign by the House. I therefore object. 

Mr. LOUD. I will say that the rule which the gentleman 
New York undertakes to lay down might be applied to every case. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—BENOIT VS. BOATNER. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana submitted the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That Committee on Elections No. 2, to which the gontested- e 
case of Alexis Benoit against Charles J. Boatner, from the Fifth Congressio: 
district of Lo been bry bar bas and is hereby, instructed and 
authorized E peewee to the consideration of said case, and. having first 
th 


8 rtunity to 
same, to report e House their conclusions with to such case in 
same during the 


time toafford tothe House an opportunity to determine 
present session of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana, a motion to reconsider 
85 vote by which the resolution was adopted was laid on the 
table, 

WILLIAM MORGAN AND HARRISON MOORE, 

Mr. HALL. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill which I send to the desk. l 

The bill (S. 1320) to confirm the title to certain lands in Wil- 
liam Morgan and Harrison Moore, and to require the issue of pat- 
ents therefor, was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the entry on March 24, by William Morgan, of 
lot No. 21 of the southwest quarter of section No. in township No. 16, of 
oo ol 8 east, in the State of Kansas, under the act of March 16, 1880, for 
w full payment been made and final certificates issued, be, and hereby 
is, confirmed, and the patent therefor shall be duly issued. 

Sro. 2. That the entries by Harrison Moore on December 31, 1880, under said 
act of March 16. 1880, of lot No. 15 of the northwest quarter of section No. 19, 
and lot No. 22 of the southwest quarter of section No. 18, both in said town- 
ship No. 16, of range No. 8 east, in said State, and on January 5, 1881, under 
the act of July 5, 1876, of lots Nos. 13 and 14 of section No.19, in said township 
and range, for each of which tracts full ex has been made and final cer- 


tificates issued, be, and hereby are, „and the patents therefor shall 
be issued. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of this bill? 

Mr. PAYNE and Mr. LACEY. Let us hear the report. 

The report (by Mr. UNDERWOOD) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1320) 
to confirm the title to certain lands in William Morgan and Harrison Moore 
and to reqnire the issue of patents therefor, have duly considered the same 
and report it back and recommend its passage. 

The ec clipe Sa EBONE RESO paste stra ee 

Harrison Moore, on December §1, 1880, entered, at Topeka (Kans.) land 
office, lots No. 15 of the northwest quarter of section 19 and No. 22 of south- 
west quarter of section 18, both in township 16, range 8 east, under the act of 
Congress of March 16, 1880, and on January 5, 1881, entered, at the same land 
office. lots Nos. 13 and 14 of the northwest quarter of said section 19, in same 
township and range; under act of July 5, 8 ao in full for each 
tract, and on July 16, 1881, received final certificates. e said Moore and his 
wife, after the issuance of such final receipts, conveyed said lands to Charles 
A. Scott, who, with his wife, on March 13, 1882, conveyed said lands to William 
Morgan. The said William Morgan thereafter, on 24. 1 entered at 
said land office, under the act of March 16, 1880, lot No. 21 of i 
quarter of said section 18, in same to paas range, and received final 
certificate on January 14, 1884; and the said William 5 his wife, on 
lith — $73 September, conveyed all of said tracts to Wilcoxsen. 

The total area entered Moore was 190.54 perk g hea ghee tinge parties in 
eee lands are res to 160 acres, said entry was held for 
cancellation. 

It clearly appears that these tracts of land were entered in Rood faith, full 
payment to the proper land officers without objection, the 
as required by law, and final certificates issued on entry. It is equally 
clear t no or can resultto anyone by confirming these 
and requiring patent to ed. 


There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill; which was ordered toa third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HALL, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

PATRICK DOUGHERTY. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Iaskunanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the 3 R. 4943) to remove the charge of de- 
sertion ing against the name of Patrick Dougherty, Company 
A, Thirteenth New York Volunteer Infantry. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is 3 author- 
and directed 


ized toremove the charge of desertion: Sy eect against the name 
of Patrick N a prye in Com Bea baer Regiment 
— ew York Volunteer and to issue to honorable discharge as 


of date of 27th day of April, 

Mr. LOUD. Let us hear the report. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Task chat the Clerk read the portions of 
the report which I have marked; they are the essential parts. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on 8 airs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R- 
4943) to remove the 8 standing the name of Patrick 
N Company A. oA Thirtsenth New York olunteer Infantry, having 
had game under consideration, Noe report thereon as follows: 

It is shown by the records of the War Department that this soldier was 
enrolled and mustered into service January 23, 1802, as a member of the Thir- 
3 New York Infantry Volunteers, to serve two years; that he deserted 
April 27, 1863, and never returned thereafter. — 27 5 owed service until 
January 23, 1864; that on December 15. 1 e enlis in violation of the 
hes Spe oe. fiftieth) article of 3 n Sopas Eighth New York 


olunteers, to serve three ; that he appears to have 
Lonel faitntally ws under this enlistment un 


— — 80. 1865, when he was mus- 
tered out of service as a member of Com I, Tenth New York Infantry 
Volunteers, to which he had been transfe ; that the of desertion 

ing against this soldier upon the records of the Thirteenth New York 

try Volunteers can not be removed under orena law (act of Congress 
approved March 2,1889) for the reason that the period of his absence from the 
service exceeded four months. 

Ita rs from affidavits presented to your committee that the Thirteenth 
ork Infantry Volunteers was pannen in April, 1861; that the Den 
aay, “Patrick Doug! herty, in such regiment as a recruit, an 

mstered . January 23, 1862, to serve two years; that the — — 
with bedi he * charged 3 April 27, 1863. 
— * * 

In an 9 of a letter. 2 A tant-General's Office, W. 
3 28, 1 addressed to , Springwater, N. og is 
8 in a letter from n ‘Hess. one of the aMants, i tis stated as 

ows: 

In reply to your communication of the 23d instant, I am directed to say 
that men who are be recruited to fill up the old regiments of . — 
are received for the unexpired term of service of the 


This urports 1785 5 been ed by Geo Ruggles, Assistant 
$a tant General, a and ence on tho part of Tieutenant Hess 
dica 


hasa 5 2 the ee gray of this beneficiary. 


td my contained in the affidavits of the two es who served 

t the benefi are deemed by your committee 

suiticiont t to u the 5 that 5 returned to his command 
ester to be mustered —.— The affidavits 


it on its way to 
of those engaged in the 8 ser vice at the time Doug was enrolled 
sustains 1 that he intended only to N for e 3 
ont with fie “i re of a8 regiment, and hence he should have been m 
* t a en 


tuen 
— — 
loy Volunteers, and having 


Sonn desertion. Itc * that he sh 
ith the Thirteenth New one Infantry Volunteers in May, 
Sore which he claims to nares bes and concerning which es test 
was 1 ted. oe pee Aa ie a the time from April 27 until the 
muster-out oi he regiment on 
N . that the bill do pass. 


There no 8 the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the b ch was o KORTO De Sou eres And Fone © 
third time; and it was accordin 171 iy, read the third time, and 
On motion of Mr. WADSWORTH, a motion to reconsider 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


BASIL MORELAND, 


Mr. BOWERS. I ask unanimous consent for the 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 1475) for the relief of 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That there be d, out of any money in the Treasury 
8 e e appropriated, to Moreland the sum of in full for 
he may have against the United States for his land and improve- 

out in Blue Earth County, Minn., taken by the United States for the Win- 


nebago In 
Mr. PAYNE. Ishould like to hear some explanation of this bill. 
53 


Mr. BOWERS. The report will give a ful 
— report (by Mr. FISCHER) was read, as follows: 


e Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
1470 ‘tor = 5 5 of Basil Mo: reland, have had the same under consideration, 
and find that a bill identical with the bill under consideration was favorabl 
reported from this committee in the last 8 ga December 21, 1894, A 
the House February 13, 1805. and Senate March 2, 1895. 
8136, CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of said ance ) 
å “Tai bil with many others, passed the Senate too late to receive the Presi 
ent’s signature. 
Your committee report back the bill and recommend that it do Toon 
The report of this committee, made to the House December 21, 1894, on this 
= is herewith made a part of ‘this report, and sets forth fully the merits of 
e case. 


House Report No. 1533, Fifty-third Congress, third session.] 
The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
4704) for the relief of Basil Moreland, the fol considered oe same and accom- 
penying i pepers, respectfully submit the following 
commit as sta 


aaa —.— 7 5 to be tod tn i in Senate Report 57 
Forty-sixth t of this report m. Which said reportis hereto annexed an 
made a of this f this report, 2 5 is aa follows: 

1 Moreland settled u 


neon the aed popes lands 
in the 8 of Minnesota, on Blue Earth River. He buil house 
= fenced and cultivated a considerable portion of said eee tthe 

this 5 no right of 1 as to the unsurveyed public lan 
Sxisted b. ut in that same year—August 4, 1854— Con; 8 an act author 
{ging such preemption. On the th of March, oreland, having con- 


the 


resent con- 
Moreland. 


tinued to reside on mee cultivate said land, went to the land office with his 
witnesses to prove his settlement sen i right of preemption, and offered to pay 
the money, which was refused by the vonistar of the land office upon Rho 
ound that this land was 5 in the bo 
aaa 5 for the Winnebago Indians 
e 


boundary recently set apart as a 


in accordance with a 


returned to said farm, foe ving. pee to reside on and cultivate the same 
until it was sold for = Denant of the Winne for $1,212 in 1883. 

“The trea centy with th tern e not locate the reservation, but pro- 
vided it should be on ine Earth River, and it was surve and located so 
as to include Moreland's land, after M d's settlement, and after the pas- 
sage of the act of August 4, 1854, Dy: which he acquired a clear vested right to 
preempt said land, and of which his expulsion could not divest him; and 
when he returned to it in 1861 his rights were as complete as when he was 
forcibly expelled from it. 

He made another effort to perfect his title by an appeal to the Secretar 

of the Interior, Hon. Caleb paies, and offered to locate the land with a mill- 
tary land warrant. The „ after a full examination of the case, in 
SPE 1862, decided that Morelan Was entitled to precnips said land, and 

ed the Commissioner of the Land Office to allow him to perfect his title 
by locating the same with a military land warrant, which was a. and the 
patent actually issued, dated 7 10, 1863, but was arrested in its transmis- 
sion nith in the of Secretary of the Interior J. P. Usher, who had 5 


Caleb the Department of the Interior. 

“The entry was canceled and the land warrant returned on the ground 
ance ö with the Indians was the supreme law of the land. e rea- 
soning of the 


7 retary is not satisfactory, ut admitting its force as a mat- 
ter of law. it does not affect Moreland's ee claim for Ae eT There 
can be no doubt of his right to preempt d land,and that he did all the law 
required of him to e his title, but lost his land and improvements and 
has never been paid for either. 

An act of Congress of July 14, 7 ae directed the Secretary of the Interior 
to examine and on the of persons damaged by the treaty with the 
Winne 8 tors to the number of 20 presented the claims 
which were allowed U 1 and have all been 


except More- 
. letter * beets Usher to Commissioner of Indian Affairs of 


1d tor 81.21. the improvements were veined, at $1,200, and the 
committee believe that Moreland just ennueg to this sum, the value 
of the land warrant, which was returned ing oui i ; and they therefore 
ho words ° fiye thousand 

hundred and twelve 
do! Barg. in full oatistaction of all claim OF orld Korehand in fis behalf. 

There being no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accor: RET read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. BOWE. a motion to reconsider 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had | passed bills of the following titles; 
in which the concurrence of the 1 House was req 

A bill (S. 3375) authorizing the construction of a bridge across 
the Columbia River in the State of Washington; an 

A bill (S. 3494) providing for an examination of t the improve- 
ments at the Pass of Aransas, Texas. 

The m also announced that the Senate had with 
amendments the bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free homesteads 
on the public lands in Oklahoma, and reserving the public lands 
for the purpose, asked a conference with the House on the bill 
and amendments; and had appointed Mr. PETTIGREW, Mr. JONES 
of Arkansas; and Mr. ALLEN as the conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 


e vote 


HUGH M'LAUGHLIN. 


Mr. HUFF. 50 ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (H. = he for the relief of Hugh McLaughlin. 


The bill was as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War bag hs and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to issue an honorable to Hugh McLaughlin, late 


mergone 8 B. Fourth Regiment New Jersey Veteran 
antry 
There bene no objection, the House proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill, which was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
EMPLOYMENT OF ADDITIONAL FOLDERS. 
Me THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I demand the regular order. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker; I desire to submit a report from ` 
the Committee on Accounts. Iam directed by the committee to 
report back the resolution which I send to the desk, accompanied 
by a report in writing, and recommend its passage. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That the ee r of the House be, and he 8 is, aga 


olunteer 


ized to appoint fifteen additional folders, to serve du session 
fifteen days thereafter, and pay them a at the rate of $75 per mont 
out of the contingent fund o the House. 


The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Accounts, to whom was referred the accompany 
lution, authorizing the Doorkeeper of t the House to appoint fifteen ad onal 
folders to serve during the on and fifteen days thereafter, and pa pap aen 
a salary at the rate of $75 per month out of the contingent fund of th 


be Sore ed hear eee e ully recommend t o paguo 3 
ant 2 Bu hee 8 that the public pacea ty soe theap- 
pointment rot this mal force grew out of the demolition of t 
used heretofore, in which a large number of volumes of public documen: 
e storm, which made it eat 20 800 remove all public docu, 
bull and rewrap about 50. 3 the original 
wrappers having been partially or wholly destroyed. 
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Mr. DOCKERY. Does thatincludethe Lacey amendment that 
the House acted upon a short time ago? 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, this is not new legislation; and 
inasmuch as this matter was thoroughly discussed on a previous 
oceasion, I ask the previous question on the adoption of the report. 

Mr. PAYNE. Before that, Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the 
gentleman a question. Is this substantially the same resolution 
that the House rejected a week or two ago? 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Itis substantially the same. 

Mr. TRACEY. In to the gentleman from New York, 
I will say that it is the same with this exception, that that amend- 
ment provided for the employment of this additional force for 
three or three and a half months, about, and this only allows the 
employment for sixty days. The committee find it to be abso- 
lutely necessary that this resolution shall be adopted. 

Mr. PAYNE. How many employees are provided for? 

Mr. TRACEY. Fifteen. 

Mr. PAYNE. And for sixty days? 

Mr. TRACEY. Yes, sir. e amount of the expenditure, I 
would say, is $2,250; and the committee regard the employment of 
these men as absolutely necessary. 

Mr. PAYNE. It seems to me that the gentleman ought not to 
pe the matter now, and that the House ought not to reverse its 

ormer action on this proposition, unless there is something new 
resented or some additional reason given to justify such action. 
t will be remembered that the House rejected a similar proposi- 


tion 5 recently. 

Mr. MILES. at is the amount involved? 

A MEMBER., Something over $2,000. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I demand the cabins question. 

ane question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 9, 
noes 46. 

So the demand for the previous question was rejected. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I now offer the same amendment 

bese was adopted by the House before, with some slight modifica- 
on, 

The SPEAKER. The amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Iowa will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the resolution: 

“ Provided, That the Doorkeeper shall select sion employees from States 
and Territories not now represented on the Doorkeeper’s roll.” 

Mr. LACEY. That is the same provision that was adopted 
before by the House, and then suddenly, for some reason, my 
friend lost his interest in the proceedings the moment after the 
amendment was adopted. Gentlemen concluded that they did 
not want the folders at all if this limitation was im: on their 
employment. But the House adopted the amendment, and it 
seems to me that the House should recognize at least the justice 
of the appointment of these employees from those States that are 
not now represented. - 

Mr. W IAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman 
will allow me a moment, I will ask if he does not know it to bea 
fact that if that amendment is adopted it will require the selec- 
tion of all of these employees every one of them—from the south 
of Mason and Dixon’s line? 

Mr. LACEY. I am not aware of that fact; but if it is true that 
these States are absolutely unrepresented in the employment of 
the House, I think it only presents 4 greater reason for the adop- 
tion of the amendment. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Why cut out your own State? 

Mr. LACEY. This does not cut out any State; it simply pro- 
poses to do justice to all of them. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to saya word in this con- 
nection. 

I confess I am somewhat surprised at the course taken by my 
esteemed friend from Iowa [Mr. Lacey] with reference to this 
resolution. When the resolution was presented the first time by 
the Committee on Accounts a few days ago, it met with the same 

reception that it now meets with. I think I can safely say from 
the record that has been made by the committee during this Con- 
gress that I am warranted in claiming that the committee would 
not authorize or indorse any unnecessary expenditure of the pub- 
lic money. We have been criticised frequently for refusing to 
authorize such expenditures in cases where members have deemed 
it necessary. But we have never authorized or turned down a 

resolution submitted to us without first making an investigation 
of the facts connected with it and basing our action on that 
investigation. 

I can say to the House truthfully that the committee has en- 
deavored to discharge the duty imposed upon it 5 the House 
faithfully and solely with a view to serving the public interests, 
and not with a view to serving any private interests of any kind 
or character. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when this resolution was first presented, 
your committee took the trouble to investigate the facts upon 
which the additional force was asked, and in making that inves- 
tigation your committee discovered that a public exigency had 
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been created by an occurrence over which Congress had no control, 
that is, by a storm which destroyed the building that had been 
occupied for several years as a storage house for the foldin 
department. That building was destro: by the storm, and i 
necessitated the removal of about 400, public documents to 
another room. That necessarily took time and employed the 
force at the disposal of the su tendent of the folding room in 
a business outside of the ordinary public duties devolving on 
that force. It imposed BEOR them the performance of work that 
took a number of days of their time away from the duties to which 
they ordinarily deyote themselves. 

In addition to that, the wrappings on 50,000 or more of these 
documents were either wholly or partially destroyed, so that the 
documents must be rewrapped, and yet no additional force has 
been provided in order to meet that new demand, a demand not 
created by Congress, but by the elements. Now, inasmuch as 
the regular force that has been employed were thrown behind in 
their regular work by the imposition on them of this absolutely 
necessary demand created by the elements, and inasmuch as the 
documents the wrappers of which have been destroyed must be 
rewrapped, the superintendent of the folding room, after 
pats ons assured the committee, in a letter which was read 
to this House when this proposition was before it a few weeks 
ago, that it would require the full and constant employment of 
these fifteen additional men for a period of at least sixty days to 
enable them to get even with the condition the department was 
in when the storm occurred. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. What is the objection to the 
amendment? 

Mr. TRACEY. Now, as to the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Iowa [Mr. Lacey], I desire to say that the amendment 
is intended to destroy the virtue of the resolution, if there is any 
virtue init. Thatis the object and p of it. There is not 
now a single State north of Mason and Dixon’s line unrepresented 
on the Doorkeeper’s roll, 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. May I ask the gentleman a 
question? 

Mr. TRACEY. Certainly. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Will the gentleman name 
one from the States of New pshire, Iowa, or Oregon? 

Mr. TRACEY. Yes; there is at least one from each of those 
States. 

Mr. BAKER of New pare cere Not a solitary one. 

Mr. JOHNSON of North Dakota. Will the gentleman name 
one from North Dakota? 

Mr. TRACEY. There is one from every State north of Mason 
and Dixon’s line. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. If they are there, they are 
charged to those States without authority. It is not true in any 
proper sense of the word. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Spaen I desire to say that a large ma- 
jority of the States, whether Democratic or Republican, are repre- 
sented now on this roll. There may be a few of the States unrep- 
resented. lmay have made my statement too broad when I said 
that every one of the States north of Mason and Dixon’s line was 
represented on that roll; but I do know, from an investigation of 
my own, that there can not be more than two or three of those 
States unrepresented north of that line. I do know that the State 
of Iowa is iy hanes on that roll. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, [ desire to yield five minutes to my friend 
from 7978 5 her [Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE]. 

Mr. DOCKERY. IL should like to be heard when the proper 
time arrives. 

Mr. TRACEY. yay well. 

Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE. Mr. Speaker, in reference to the 
merits of this resolution, it is simply a question as to whether these 
publications shall be properly cared for, whether this work, made 
necessary by a storm, shall be done or not. So far as I am PE 
sonally concerned, it does not make any difference to me. 0 
work of the Government ought to be done, but I do not like to 
see the members on this side of the House take this means of dis- 
posing of this resolution. When an amendment is made that all 
of the fifteen appointments shall be made from States now notre 
resented on the Doorkeeper’s roll, naturally our friends on the 
other side of the House will support that resolution and that 
amendment because they will get nearly all of those fifteen a 
pointments. Therefore I can see how our friends on the other side 
of the House will help my friend from Iowa [Mr. LACEY] toamend 
this resolution. Now, if the employees are not necessary, let us 
vote the resolution down without any help from our friends on 
the other side. : 

Let us not amend it in such a manner as that we shall need their 
assistance to dispose of a matter that we are entirely competent to 
se ae of without their help. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. May I ask the gentleman a 
question? ’ 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Les, sir. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Is it not true that when this 
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resolution was up for consideration some time ago that you called 
m your followers to vote the resolution down? 
r. TAWNEY. After the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I did; and will do so again if it is 
so amended as to give all of the appointments to States represented 
by our friends on the other side of the House. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. But that is not a necessary 


` 5 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I do not believe that our majority 
is so small that we ought to make these appointments from Demo- 
cratic States. 

A Mr. MILES. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
on? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Yes. 

Mr. MILES. Do youpropose to exclude the gentlemen on the 
other side” practically from an opportunity to 8 in legis- 
lation the purpose of which is to benefit the public service? 

Mr. W A. STONE. Not at all. I do not think it ought 
to be done in an amendment to a resolution that emanates from the 
Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. TRACEY. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. DockERVI. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, Iam obliged to the gentleman 
from Missouri for his courtesy in yielding me five minutes, but I 
do not think I will occupy that time. I regret very much that my 
friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE] seems to be 
disposed to exclude this side of the House from any partin the set- 
tlement of the issue raised by the amendment of the gentleman 
from Iowa [Mr. Lacey]. I want to call attention, Mr. Speaker, 
to one fact that seems to beconceded. If theevidence of the Door- 
keeper and superintendent of the folding room is at all reliable, and 
1 suppose it is, a public necessity exists for the employment of this 
force. The interest of the pe service, according to the testi- 
mony of these officials, will be subserved by the passage of this or 
a similar resolution. So that the contest here resolves itself into 
an unseemly scramble—I trust my friends will pardon the criti- 
cism—an unseemly wrangle on the other side as to who shall 
distribute the fifteen places carried by this resolution. 

Mr. MILES. And further, that we shall not be permitted to par- 
ticipate in this issue when it is for the benefit of the public service. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is one feature. My friend from Mary- 
land says thatthe Democratic side will be excluded by the sugges- 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania from any part in the 
settlement and disposition of this 5 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I do not make any such sugges- 
tion as that. We do not need to be taken care of by an amend- 

ment such as that proposed by the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I suggest to the gentleman that if it be true, 
as he suggested, that these employees will be appointed by this 
side of tite House, then we ought to have something to say in the 
matter. But I assume that the gentleman was not serious in mak- 
ing the su, tion, and that no Democrat will be appointed. 

r. W. A. STONE. I did not mean that; but if the 
amendment should prevail, then no State, with the exception of 
one or two States, can agli ong in the distribution except Dem- 
ocratic States, as nearly all the Republican States are now repre- 


sented. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshi I do not know that it will be 
nece: to take any from those States. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Or else take the whole fifteen from 
the State of New Hampshire. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. There is Oregon and halfa 
dozen other States that have not aman on these rolls unless he 
was put there without authority. 

Mr. MEREDITH. You need not give them to New Hampshire. 
I can dispose of them in the Eighth Virginia district. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. TRACEY. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from New 
York . PAYNE]. 

Mr. McMILL It strikes me—— 

The SPEAKER. Onemoment. The gentleman from Missouri 
retains the floor and yields to the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr.Speaker,I do not believe we ought to ham- 
per the officers of this House in their appointments by directing 
that they shall select these new employees from any particular 
33 I do not believe it is best to . that precedent 
in the House of Representatives. I think that we ought to have 
confidence enough in our officers to allow them to select their 
subordinates without Np bee to 2 It may aa that 
there is not a man from the State of California on this roll. Does 
the gentleman propose to have the Doorkeeper send to California 
and get some one or two men to help refold these documents? If 
the exigency exists which the committee have reported, they 
ought to go to work at once; and the Doorkeeper ought to be 
allowed to select men who can perform this intricate work, even 
if he gets some of them from the District of Columbia; and he 


ought to be allowed full discretion in the matter. With all due 
respect to the gentleman from Iowa, I think that an amendment 
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of this kind is ridiculous a motion such as has been presented 
by the gentleman from uri. I hope the amendment will be 


voted down. Then it will be for the House to determine whether 
the necessity exists for these fifteen additional employees. 

If the facts are as stated by this committee, it ce seem that 
there is a necessity for more employees to take care of these pub- 
lic documents, and I su that, although the Treasury is run- 
ning behind, we can still afford to pay whatever is required to 
preserve the documents already printed. But let us give the 
officers of the House full discretion to select their own subordi- 
nates, without confining them to any particular locality in the 
United States, whether that locality be great or small. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, if there is no other gentleman 
who Verse to make any remarks, I will call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. MoMILLIN. Task the gentleman to yield me five minutes. 

Mr. TRACEY. Very well. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Speaker, it will be remembered by the 
House that a resolution similar to this was introduced and brought 
up for consideration two weeks agoor more. The amendment 
that is suggested now, providing the method by which the men 
should be selected for this work, and limiting the appointments to 
those States that had no patronage on the roll, was adopted, and 
immediately it turned out that a number of gentlemen who had 
been zealous ge aries of the resolution turned the other way 
and helped to it. Now, it struck me at the time that that 
action on their part threw some light upon the probable impor- 
tance of the resolution, It struck me that if there was any neces- 
sity for an increase of the force, as was an objection 
to the mere method of the appointment of the additional employees 
ought not to be sufficient to influence those gentlemen to turn their 
backs on the resolution after that amendment had been adopted. 
It is not a very important matter who shall receive these appoint- 
ments. The question in which the Government is specially inter- 
ested is whether they are really needed; and for one I think I am 
within the bounds of reason when I say that there has not been 
furnished, during the present session of Congress, a quantity of 
8 or documents to be folded as large as is usually supplied 
at an ordinary session. It strikes me, therefore, that we can prob- 
ably get along without this increase of force, and if we can we 
ought to doit. The tlemen did not think we needed them be- 
fore, after the method of appointment was changed. If, however, 
the increase is necessary, and these additional men must be em- 
ployed, I see no objection to those States that have not been recog- 
nized in the distribution of loaves and fishes being permitted to 


sa aa the basket. 
. TRACEY. Mr. S er, I yield one minute to the tle- 
man from New York . FAIRCHILD], who desires to offer an 
amendment. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. Mr. Speaker, I offer an amendment to the 
amendment, 

The amendment to the amendment was read, as follows: 


Strike out States and Territories,” at the end of the amendment, and in- 
“ Congressional distri 


sert cts.” 
panene] : 
e question being taken on the amendment to the amendment, 
the Speaker declared that the ayes seemed to have it. 
Mr. CHICKERING and Mr. TRACEY asked for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 19, noes 75. 

So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. TRACEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask for the previous ques- 
tion on the resolution and the amendment. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I make the point of order that the 

tleman from Missouri can not demand the previous question. 
2 the right to close the debate. 

The SP The gentleman from Iowa was entitled to the 
control of the discussion after the refusal of the House to order 
the previous question, but the gentleman did not assume control, 

. LACEY. I did not care to claim it. 

The SPEAKER, On thecontrary, the gentleman seems to have 
left it in the handsof the gentleman from Missouri, who the Chair 
supposes has the right to move the previous question, under the 
circumstances. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman from Iowa de- 
sires to make any remarks I have no objection to his taking five 
or ten minutes. 

Mr. LACEY. Ishall probably not occupy more than three min- 
utes. I trust that the House will not regard this as an unseemly 
scramble for office. We all understand the complaint that has 
been made heretofore in regard to the distribution, locally, of the 

tronage of the present House. If it were under the civil-service 
pee ography would have to be taken into consideration, and 
the offices would be apportioned in a general way over the coun- 
try. Itis well known that certain States have been ignored alto- 

ther. I am not complaining of the method by which it was 
one, but the House has already acted on the idea of this amend- 
ment and directed that the omitted States should be recognized 
when additional force was required. Take the great State of 
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Maryland. It lies south of Mason and Dixon’s line, but it is a 
rejuvenated State, and, in a political sense, is now on the t 
side of the line, or, rather, there is no longer any Mason and - 
on’s line, yet that State has no representation on the Doorkeeper's 
roll. Now, an omission like that ought not to exist. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Does not the gentleman know the 
fact. that Maryland has two men on the roll now? 

Mr. LACEY. I am informed by gentlemen from Maryland who 
understand the situation that she has none. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. She has two. : 

Mr. LACEY. The House, understanding the situation in this 
respect, adopted this same amendment a short time ago, and I 
want it now to have an opportunity to doso again, because every- 
body will admit that a man from a State that is now unrepre- 
sented on the Doorkeeper’s roll can perform these services just as 
weil as a man from one of the previously favored States. 

Mr. TRACEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. LACEY, 
the Speaker declared that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. MILES. Lask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 58, noes 84. 

Mr. LINNEY. Let us have the yeas and nays, Mr. Speaker. 
ge ros and nays were ordered, 110 members voting in favor 

reof. 

The question was taken; and there were —yeas 67, nays 132, not 
voting 156; as follows: 


YEAS—67. 
Allen, Miss. Ellis, Little, Smith, III. 
m, Erdman, Livingston, 8 ry 
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Neuland Ro La. par 
Noonan, Rusk, Spencer, Walker, Masa, 
8 Euwe Ga. A Walker, Va. 
ti a ering, henson, T, 
8 Ls 1 — Stone, OC. W. W. shing 
TSON, o, . 
Shafroth, Strowd, N. O. te, 
Phillips, Shannon, Sulloway, ‘Wilber, 
V 
ey, o 0 
rtd 3 r, Tucker, oodard. 


bas eee was rejected. Gi 
e touowmg pairs were announ : 

Until further notice: 

Mr. Cousrys with Mr. COWEN. 

Mr. Hrrr with Mr. McRar. 

Mr. Watson of Indiana with Mr. MEYER. 

Mr. WILBER with Mr. Sora. 

Mr. TRACEWELL with Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia, 

Mr. Hemenway with Mr. MINER of New York, 

Mr. Hany with Mr. Moses. 

Mr. Tart with Mr. ROBERTSON of Louisiana. 

Mr. Kup with Mr. ABBOTT. 

For this day: 

Mr. Coruiss with Mr. DENNY. 

Mr. Scranton with Mr. RUSK. 

Mr. REYBURN with Mr. MAGUIRE. 

Mr. PICKLER with Mr. DE ARMOND, 

Mr. PITNEY with Mr. OTEY. 

Mr. Cook of Wisconsin with Mr. PATTERSON. 

Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. BANKHEAD. 

Mr. MCCALL of Tennessee with Mr. BELL of Texas, 

Mr. HILL with Mr. CATCHINGS. 

Mr. SouTHWICK with Mr. CLARKE of Alabama. 

Mr. CHARLES W. Stone with Mr. Cooper of Florida, 

Mr. SuLLoway with Mr. Cox. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia with Mr. DINSMORE. 

Mr. ALDRICH of Ilinois with Mr. FITZGERALD. 

Mr. ARNOLD of eae with Mr. HUTCHESO; 

Mr. Brumm with Mr. DALL, . 

Mr. Harpy with Mr. KYLE. 

Mr. Harmer with Mr. Layton. 

Mr. HEATWOLE with Mr. MEREDITH. 

Mr. Hooxer with Mr. PRICE. 

Mr. Huld with Mr. RUSK. 

Mr. Johxsox of Indiana with Mr. SPARKMAN. 

Mr. Low with Mr. TURNER of Virginia. 

Mr. MILLIKEN with Mr. WASHINGTON. 

Mr. MozLEY with Mr. WHEELER. 

Mr. Prrney with Mr. WOODARD. 

Mr. Quice with Mr. Harr. 

Mr. SAYERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my co Judge 
ABBOTT and Mr. HUTCHESON, be excused, on account of ess. 

TheSPEAKER. Withoutobjection, the request will be granted. 

There was no objection. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of the resolution, it 
was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. TRACEY, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted was laid on the table. 


POST-OFFICE BURGLARIES, 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the following; which was 


OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C.. January I, 1897. 


Sin: In compliance with the act of May 9, 188 (Supplement Revised Stat- 


utes, 91, 585, 586), I transmitted to the Speaker of the House of Representativ. 
various claims for credit on postal accounts of 


ees, with recommenda: for the of Con- 
gress. Congress, by an act approved June 11,189, amended the former act by 
cont power and authority u the 


rs trans- 
mitted by me to the Speaker of the House may be returned to this Depart- 


authority thus given the Postmaster-General. The following comprises a 
list of the cases fh Transmitted: = 


cag Dee. 12, 1893 d 
Aa Shreveport, La. . Apr. 9. 1890 do 
Newport News, Va. Feb. 8, 1804 40 24, 
ton, Pa.. Aug. 3, 1894 do ....| Jan. 17, 


E 


Ihave tho honor to be, very tfully, yo: 
3 W k. VII Postmaster- de. 


EED, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Washington, D. O. 
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The SPEAKER. Without ie e the House will order the 


return of the papers, as requ: in the document just read. The 
Chair hears no objection, and it is so ordered. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. THOMAS. I should like to Has aly Mr. Speaker, whether 
the regular order now is not the unfinished business on the Calen- 


dar? 
The SPEAKER. Ther r order is the unfinished business 
of last Friday, now on the House Calendar. 


WILLIAM F. BUCKMASTER. 


The first bill on the Calendar of unfinished private business was 
the bill i 90) for the relief of William P. Buckmaster, 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER. This bill was reported wee Committee of 
the Whole House with the recommendation that it be indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr. JOY. In the absence of the gentleman from Wisconsin 
a OTJEN], who reported this bill, I ask unanimous consent that 

t be passed over until next private bill day, retaining its place on 
the Calendar, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri 1 Joy] asks 
unanimous consent that the consideration of this bill be a a ar 
until the next private-bill day. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none. e Chair understands that under this permission 
the bill remains in the same situation, with the recommendation 
of the Committee of the Whole still standing. 


LAURETTA S. PRINCE. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 2620) to place the name of Lauretta S. Prince on the 
pension rolls. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, is this a favorable report 
from the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the question ison the 

ge of this bill. There was a demand made for the reading of 
The engrossed bill, which has just now been read. 
The bill was passed. 


OFFICERS AND CREW OF GUNBOATS KINEO AND CHOCURA. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 8294) for the relief of officers and crew of the United 
States gunboats Kineo and Chocura, reported from the Committee 
of the Whole with favorable recommendation. 

The bill was considered, and ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO. ` 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 1524) to execute the findings of the Court of Claims in 
the matter of William B. Isaacs & Co., reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole with favorable recommendation. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


GEORGE M’ALPIN. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 1353) for the relief of ew McAlpin, to repay moneys 
unlawfully collected from him by the United States, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole with amendments, 

The amendments were considered, and agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; andit was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The title of the bill was amended to conform to the recom- 
mendation of the Committee of the Whole. 

= 


MATHIAS PEDERSEN, 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
pill (H. R. 4810) for the relief of Mathias Pedersen, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole with an amendment. 

The bill was considered, the amendment recommended by the 
committee was agreed to, and the bill as amended ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

FANNY MOALE GIBBON. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
pill (S. 2008) granting a pension to Fanny Moale Gibbon, reported 
from the Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Speaker, I offer the amendment I send 
to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out, in line8, the words one hundred ” and insert in lieu thereof the 
word “fifty,” so that the bill will read 850 per month.” 

Mr. CROWTHER. I understand that this is one of the bills 
that inevitably causes a great deal of friction and trouble in the 
Committee of the Whole, as well as in the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions, and also much unnecessary discussion on the floor of 
the House. This is a bill ing to fix the rating of the pen- 
sion of the widow of a general officer at $100 a month. 

Many members on the floor have desired to get at some uniform 
and equitable rate for these pensions, so that they could be passed 
without unne discussion and consumption of time. But 
it seems that this bill was without discussion in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and I desire to make that amendment, so 
that the matter can be regulated as we have attempted to regu- 
late the pensions of the widows of general officers. 

I reserve the remainder of my time. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose the 
amendment s by the gentleman from Missouri. 

My friend is in error in saying that this bill passed the Com- 
mittee of the Whole without debate. There was a motion made 
to reduce the sum fixed in the original bill to $75 a month, anda 
discussion was had upon that, and the committee voted on the 
motion and sustained the report of the Committee on Pensions. 

I desire to call the attention of the House to pension legislation, 
and also ban § to its attention some considerations why there 
should be a difference in the pensions allowed to the widows 2 
general officers as compared to those allowed to the widows 
private soldiers. We increase the pension of the widow of a gen- 
eral officer above the pension given to an enlisted man, and it has 
been the practice of the Government from its very organization. 
It has also been the habit of Congress to increase the pensions in 
5 to the value of the services rendered by the officer. 

e have had pensions given to the widows of general officers, for 
instance, at a rate of $5,000 per annum, and we have never heard 
any objection because of that discrimination from the people of 
the country, especially when it is considered that the officers 
themselves rendered such magnificent and valuable services as to 
have commanded the respect not only of our own country, but o 
the whole world. Our friend woul pas this lady, the widow of 
Maj. Gen. John Gibbon, on the same plane on which he has offered 
to put other widows whose husbands were lieutenant-colonels 
and colonels. 

Thisis adifferentcase. Itappeals to the judgmentand the 
nanimity of the poopie, and I am sure that there are few in t 
House who would withhold from the widow of John Gibbon this 
sum which has been voted to her by the Senate, by the Committee 
on Pensions, and by the Committee of the Whole of this House. 

General Gibbon was a eee of West Point, entering a cadet 
from the State of North Carolina. Although with Southern per- 
sonal associations, he was one of the three most distinguished 
men of Southern origin and Southern associations who in the 
dark days of 1861 stood by the flag. George H. Thomas, John 
Gibbon, and John Newton were the names of those three distin- 
guished men. Since the death of the other two, Congress has 
given consideration to their families in equal proportion to the 
sum asked in this bill. General Gibbon serv th the volun- 
teers and rose to the grade of major-general. In that hot contest 
at Gettysburg, when a corps commander was disabled, John Gib- 
bon was selected on the spur of the moment by those who knew 
his 5 take command of the corps and to continue in 
command throughout that battle. 

But there was a greater service rendered the country by John 
Gibbon. In the closing days of that great struggle there was a 
contest between the artillery, the cavalry, and the infantry to push 
forward to overtake the army under the command of Lee. On 
the morning of the 9th of April General Lee had not come to think 
that an immediate surrender was necessary, and when the Confed- 
erate forces were ordered forward they supposed the cavalry was 
all they had to meet; but the cavalry wheeled out and uncovered 
the infantry of the Twenty-fourth Corps, which had arrived under 
command of Maj. Gen. John Gibbon. That oe had marched, on 
the 8th of April and the night of the 8th and the morning of the 
9th, 87 miles to support the cavalry. Our associate from the First 
district of West Virginia [Mr. DoVENER] was in that corps. And 
in the State of the gentleman who makes this motion there is now 
living one of the most distinguished men in that State, Gen, 
John W. Turner, who commanded one of the divisions under John 
Gibbon. It was the skill of John Gibbon and the ma pugen work 
of his men which marched that corps to the place where they were 
enabled to Lp peat with the cavalry and made forever memorable 
the 9th day of April. If that had not been done the 9th of April 
would not have been one of the memorable days in American 
history. The presence of the Twenty-fourth Corps saved slaugh- 
ter and great losses, which would have continued for several days 
had it not been for the skillful and masterly evolution of the men 
under Major-General Gibbon. 

Is it in the heart, the judgment, or the conviction of any mem- 
ber that this widow, aged 70 years, without property, blind, with 
a daughter in feeble health, and two grandchildren without father 
or mother, the children of a secant daughter, shall be left upon 
this pittance proposed by the gentleman from Missouri? Will it 
meet the wish of any true lover of the country that these persona, 
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especially this widow, should be left in want, as they would sub- 
stantially be with the small sum 8 This widow is with- 
out means, and I do think the House should vote down this 
motion and stand by the action of the House in Committee of the 
Whole and the Senate. s 
Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Speaker, I desire to grant a portion of 
time to the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. BLUE]. 
. BLUE. r. Speaker, it has been to some extent a mooted 
uestion for a t many years as to who put down the rebellion, 

e have found out now that it was General Gibbon. Perhaps to 
that extent the gentleman’s measure is meritorious. He has set- 
tled that question. But I apprehend that there were others who 
participated in that conflict, others, somewhat less pretentious 
oftentimes, who did their part equally well, although that part 
might have been the part of the humblest private of the command. 
It was the great common soldiery of this 8 who fought that 
conflict. hile the men who led them deserve credit, they de- 
serve it in no higher degree than the common soldiery of the 
Republic. The chief merit of that contest was the patriotism and 
heroism of the common men, and when the history of that stupen- 
dous and wonderful struggle comes to be written it will be replete 
with the acts of heroism of the men who carried the musket, as 
well as of the men of rank who bore the sword, and who chanced 
to be in such positions that they became famous by reason of the 
valor of the men who sustained them. 

There can always be found in this body eloquent gentlemen who 
zustain the claims of the widow of the officer; but who pleads for 
the lowly widow of the common soldier here? If an offer is made 
to increase her pension beyond $12 a month there are always advo- 
cates ready to object to any increase beyond that humble tae 
tance, on the ground that the general rule should be adhered to 
and no greater amount should be allowed. Let us have a law of 
equity and justice in the application of the rule to officers of this 
army. I regret to say, for myself, that the vote that I cast here 
giving $75 a month to pension the widow of the only major-gen- 
eral that Kansas furnished to the service has been more criticised 
than any other official act of mine in this body, I here at this 
moment upon the floor of the House apologize to the gentlemen 
who have criticised that vote in the past and say that if I had an 
opportunity to make it $50 I should avail myself of the privilege 
KESI to make it $50. I think that the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. CROWTHER] should prevail. I think 
that the rule ought to be $50 in these cases, and it ought not to go 
beyond that. Reventy-five dollars would be the limit in very 
extreme cases, but thére is no special extremity in this claim that 
demands any such pension as $100 a month. 

One of the most beautiful temples opon the face of the globe is 
St. Paul’s Cathedral. Itis atempleof the living God. It was born 
of the intellect of a great architect, and in and about that splendid 
structure, among the magnificent sarcophagi that rest there, is 
the tomb of Sir Christopher Wrenn, the architect of the structure, 
and upon the marble slab that covers his tomb is a Latin inscrip- 
tion which contains this sentiment: “If you seek for his monu- 
ment, look about you.” When there shall be builded a stupendous 
and glorious monument to the heroism of the common soldiery 
that saved the life of the Union and perpetuated our institutions, 
let there be written on that monument: If you seek for their 
achievements, look about you.” lappiause e can already see 
in the splendor of this the noblest and greatest of civilized RAMONE 
the works that have followed the services of those heroes and re- 
alize what the patriotic common soldiery of the nation can accom- 
plish. In deference to their heroism, in deference to the good 
names of their wives and children, let us apply a little of the gen- 
eral rule to these pensions for generals’ widows and sustain thi 
1 2 

Mr. CRO . Iyield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I want to stand up in my place and 
indorse the eloquent remarks of the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. 
Bun]. I remember that once a little boy had heard his father 
expatiate on his exploits in the Army at great length and very many 
times, who finally said, Papa, did N help you to put down 
the rebellion?” Now, when I listen to some of the eulogies pro- 
nounced upon the officers of the Army, I am constrained to give 
utterance to a similar sentiment. Iam not here to detract any- 
thing from the glory or patriotism of the services rendered by these 
men who commanded the Army whether in a minor or greater 
8 but I am here to say Amen“ to what the gentleman 
from Kansas has 80 . said when he says that the real 
honor belongs to the men who fought in the ranks, without which 
the officers would have been powerless. 

Now, Mr. 5 ag Iam here to say further, that some votes I 
have cast in this House since I have been here, giving large pen- 
sions to the widows of officers, have been criticised at my home, 
in my district, and in my Commonwealth more than any other 
vote I have cast in this House. I want to ask what rhyme, wit, 
wisdom, or justice is there in giving a pension of $75 a month to 
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the widow of an officer, while the widow of a private soldier, wh 
lives in the next house, who lost her husband in the service, and 
who endured as much for his country as the officer—that that 
widow should have only $8 or $12 a month? 

Mr. Speaker, that is a conundrum that I am unable to solve. I 
am unable to make any satisfactory explanation of such a differ- 
ence. I think it might be proper for an officer’s widow to have a 
difference in her favor, but no such difference as this. I think 
that all of this kind of legislation should be covered by some gen- 
eral pension bill. It is manifestly very unjust for persons who 
have a friend in court and smin members of Congress to come 
in here and bring in a pension bill to give a large pension to the 
widow of one soldier, while the widow, as I say, of an equally 
meritorious soldier, living next door, only gets $8 or $12 a month. 
Only afew are reached in this way, and it serves to make the thou- 
EARS of sioners dissatisfied with the bounty of the Govern- 
ment. fours since I have been a member of this House intro- 
duced very few pension bills, not over two or three. I do not 
know that I have passed a single one, because I have not believed 
in the justice of this special legislation. It produces great dissat- 
isfaction among the pensioners of the country. They can not see 
the justice of it, and there is no justice in it. And while I have 
to confess to my inconsistency, while I have to confess to the 
fact that I have done what I ought not to have done in that I have 
voted several times for large pensions for the widows of officers 
I am here to say that in the little time remaining to me, on the 
principle that While the lamp holds out to burn,” ete., I do not 
propose to vote for any bill giving a large pension to an officer’s - 
widow; but I shall cast my vote for this amendment or for a 
smaller sum. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I donot know whether 
I reserved the balance of my time, but I hope, at least, I shall be 
allowed to say a word in reply to the argument of my friend from 
Massachusetts [Mr. MORSE], as well as my friend from Kansas 

Mr. BLUE], who have entered into a discussion of the policy of 
he Government in discriminating in pensions between en 
men and officers, and the widows of sted men and the widows 
of officers. That is a discrimination which has always existed. 
That is a discrimination which has existed in respect to their pay, 


their 5 , and everything pertaining to the service. 
Mr. CROWTHER. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him 
a question? 


r. CURTIS of New York. Certainly. 

Mr. CROWTHER. What amount of pension would the widow 
o a general officer, a brigadier-general, obtain under the general 

aw? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Thirty dollars a month, and a pri- 
vate soldier $12 a month. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Now, we propose to give this widow, not 
the general, $50 a month. Certainly that is sufficient. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. No. Mr. Speaker, this Congress 
and other Congresses, from the close of the war, have seen fit and 
many times to increase the pension over the statute provision for 
the widows of distinguished officers. They have alsoincreased the 
pensions for widows of soldiers, but I do not think that question 
properly comes up for consideration at thistime. There has been 
no case since the close of the war when the merits of the man, 
the character of his services, or the needs of his family more 
strongly appeal to the sense of justice, generosity, and good feel- 
ing of the American peoe than the case now before the House. 
My friend speaks of the private soldiers and compliments them as 
they deserve, but what is the value of a single musket? The im- 

i fies thing in war is organization, skill in maneuvering, which 

rings the greatest number of muskets, the greatest force of artil- 
lery, the greatest number of cavalry sabers to strike at the de- 
cisive time. We are not now passing upon the r tive merits 
of the private soldier or the officer in his individual capacity; we 
are considering the value of the services rendered by General Gib- 
bon, and among all the officers who performed gallant and dis- 
tinguished service in the last war there can not be found one more 
meritorious, one who showed greater capacity in the field when 
he had an opportunity to exhibit it, than Gen. John Gibhon. 

His widow is poor. She is 70 years of age. The pension here 
proposed to be granted is a small sum, not greater than has been 
given in this very Fifty-fourth Congress to the widows of officers 
whose services were no more to be compared with the services of 
General Gibbon than a nickel is to be compared with a dollar. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Speaker, I yield ten minutes to the gen- 
tleman from Nebraska [Mr. ANDREWS]. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, this question has been gone 
over frequently in committee before bills have been reported to 
the House. We have reviewed the arguments here pro and con 
at almost every Friday night session when we have been able to 
transact any business at those sessions. On Friday afternoons, 
and at other times, this House has been entertained with a review 
of the arguments relative to the ratings of pensions cd 1 re 

order 
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before the House at this time the action which the Commit- 
on Invalid Pensions has taken upon this question, and to pre- 
sent also in full the report which that committee has recommended 
to the House for „I send to the Clerk’s desk and ask to 
have read as of my remarks the action of the committee, 
which will be found on page 410 of the RECORD of the first session 
of this This re was acted 1 by the Committee 
on Invalid ons, and I was instructed to report it back to the 
House with the recommendation that the resolutions there pre- 
sented be passed. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


r.... aah Gens a tena agin cing Otago anos 


uniform FF Therefore, 
Be it resolved, That it is the sense ot the House that all private pension bills 
should be wh to the rates of n indicated by the general 
ion laws unless the evidence should ear tetany: ton, eager 
req See * the question of the "s rank 
considered wholly immaterial an rating. 
should bein 


economize the time and labor of the House in the 
msion bills. Such bills are usually drawn at rates 
dicated b Deen eee 


Seek ager nag hpg sone: SA) wenn otetes panied Nar» Neat of neei paagi t 
vidence when it reaches the proper tee, many meritorious bills c 

passed in the time Seg gars consumed by repetitions of opinions relative 

to exceptional ratings. It is assumed that the members of the House will 

readily recognize the benefits that could thus be conferred upon many deserv- 

ing soldiers whose bills ought to be passed immediately. 

the rates fixed by the general pension laws are not fair and just, a bill 

ust discriminations be put upon its passage immediately 

Thus on discussion would settle the question of rates, and Congress would 

business which would be 2 5 ought to be 


Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, itis not my desire, neither was 
it the desire of the Committee on Invalid Pensions in the 
tion and adoption of this report, to cast any reflection whatever 
upon the brilliant services of any officer in the late war of the re- 
bellion. We simply seek to suggest here a rule of business pro- 
cedure whereby this miscellaneous discussion can be N of 
once for all the of a general statute that will remove 
the question from debate. Then each successive committee from 
Congress to Congress will have a definite policy marked out rela- 
tive to their recommendations of pension bills to the House. 

In the early part of the first session of this Congress the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions was very severely criticised for the 
presentation of bills that were 1 to be out of harmony with 
e eee ee ee e ws. Whether those criticisms 
were just or not we need not now debate. It is not the intention 
of the committee, as [ understand it, by this recommendation to 
question what should be done or what should not be done ina 

eral statute, but so long as there are general laws 
er rates of pension to the widows of officers than are 
to the widows of privates those general provisions of law should 
be observed; and if present ratings are unjust, a bill removin 
unjust discriminations should be put upon its passage and 
into law immediately. 
Now, with a provision of that character the House would have 
some rule of action. But here, with cases coming up from time 
to time ranking up to the grade of captain, it has been practically 
nd paa ag to secure a recommendation of the Committee of the 
ole for anything beyond $20 a month; butwhen you pass to an 
officer of higher rank than that of captain, or beyond the rank of 
major, it is a comparatively easy matter, on the ground of rank 
alone, to leap from $25 to $100 a month without ing to ask 
why. I submit that a practice of this kind is wholly inconsistent, 
— that on this question we ought to maintain our action within 
bounds. We should come to the business side of the ques- 

n. and say that in the ratings of pensions to the widows of officers 
we should hold as closely to the provisions of the general law as 
we do in fixing the rate of pensions for the widows of privates. 
Upon these paua I stand in supporting the amendment which 
is proposed for the reduction of the rate indicated in this bill. 

. CROWTHER. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Delaware [Mr. WILLIS]. 
Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Speaker, it has always been averse to my 


feelings either to offer or vote for any proposition lessening the 
amount of ion which is to go toan old soldier or to the widow 
or the orphan of an old soldier. It is therefore with exceedin, 


reluctance that I have to deny the claim which the uence 
the gentleman from New York, General CURTIS, so aptly makes 
to my sensibilities. But in this case I am compelled to do so on 


this principle: You know that when a t business concern 
down, an account is taken of the assets and liabilities: and w 
the concern is found to be bankrupt, those who settle up the busi- 
ness do not make one or two or five or ten or twenty or evena 
hundred creditors preferred creditors; but ona principle of justice 
D divide up what is left and pay so much on the dollar. Now, 
so far as concerns the debt that this country owes to the soldiery 
that sustained it in the hour of its peril, it can never pay that 
debt. It is bankrupt in inoney; and it is bankrupt in gratitude. 
The best it can do is Sa ace so much on the dollar; and the only 
way it can do that is to deny unusually large amounts to a certain 
class and to endeavor as much as toreach an equalization 
in the distribution of the whole amount. 

Upon that principle I have to refuse to vote for $100 a month 
to the widow of an officer who may not be any more needy than 
the widow of a private. I know that there are to-day thousands 
and thousands of soldiers’ widows who can not get even $12 per 
month; there are thousands that would be glad to get even $8 
a month who are now nothing. On this principle of a 
somewhat just distribution of the assets in hand, f can not vote 
for $100 for the widow of an officer when I have to vote for $12 
for the widow of a private. I shall therefore sustain the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CROWTHER. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. GROSVENOR]. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. , am very much obliged to 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. CROWTHER] for yielding time 
to me; but he understands that I am not going to support his 
amendment. 

Ihave heard a great deal on the floor of this House for ten or 
twelve years in the line of the argument now used in opposition to 
this bi But I have this to say: Never re in my contact with 
the private soldiers of the country, have I ever heard any ratifica- 
tion of the cy assumed by these gentlemen. I have been a 
member of the State encampment of Ohio almost ever since the 
war. Ihave been six times a delegate to the National Encamp- 
ment of the Grand Army of the ublic; and I am elected a 
delegate to the State encampment of Ohio now. And never yet 
in any one of those meetings, nor in any of the Grand Army 
reunions, nor in any reunion of the great assemb of the 
Army, have I ever heard a private soldier or anybody else attempt 
to draw the line that is here attempted to be drawn between t 
private soldier and the officer. 

Now, let me add this: The distinctions that have been made 
since the war in favor of the great officers of the war have been 
made by the private soldiers themselves. The very spirit that 
= to the Army of the Potomac their pride in such men as John 

ibbon has run through the third of a century that has followed 
the close of the war; and to-day the men who stand by this dis- 
tinction with the greatest enthusiasm are the enlisted men of the 
Army. Point out to me, if you can, one place where there has 
been an authoritative declaration N e recognition of such 
men as Sherman and Grant and Sheridan, and their relatives 
after their death. Show me the place where there was a private 
soldier who did not indorse the conferring of the pension upon 

So. “Mr. Speaker propositi this: While if I had the 

30, ~ my on is this: ile i 
framing of pension laws all over again, so far as the volunteer 
service is concerned I would make no distinction of rank—I have 
said so many a time—the same considerations do not apply in the 
case of an officer of the Regular Army; and our system of volun- 
teer pensions we derive from the y system. 

In the present case, General Gibbon, an officer of the Regular 
Army, having reached his sixty-fourth year, was retired upon a 
reduction of pay. He devoted his life to the service of the Govern- 
ment, and at his death he had accumulated nothing. He leaves be- 
hind him a widow. Now, although I never served in the Army of 
the Potomac, I venture to say that if every survivor of the Army of 
the Potomac—enlisted man or officer—could register his vote upon 
this apropos ninety-nineoutof every one hundred of those votes 
would be in the affirmative. [Applause.] That is the sentiment 
Sei hep i testified upon the Dasa re and which they take 
pride in testifying upon every ible and proper occasion. 

So, Mr. Speaker, while I will not assail this proposition made 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions—while I wish it could be 
carried out, and that we could have something which would take 
these questions out of Congress—I am not willing that a man who 
did the service for his country that John Gibbon did in the hour 
of greater than I ever saw in any command to which I had 
the honor to belong—shall be made an example of in favor of an 
assumed demand of a sentiment which, I say, does not exist any- 
where in the United States. [Applause.] 

Mr. CROWTHER. Will the gentleman from Ohio permit a 
question? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Certainly. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Do I understand you to say that we are 
attempting to make an object lesson of this bill? $ 
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Mr. GROSVENOR. Not at all. Isaid that this debate had 
‘been taken 8 of for that purpose. 


Mr. CRO . This morning the House passed a bill 

anting a pension to the widow of a distinguished officer who 
Lad reached the highest rank in the Navy, and then stepped out, 
joined the Army, and obtained the very highest position that 
could be obtained there. We passed that bill at only $50 per month. 
And I hold in my hand the conference report, to by the 
Senate Committee on Invalid Pensions, regarding the same ques- 
tion, wherein they stand by the uniformity of their action with 
reference to the amount I have proposed. y 

Mr. WATSON of Ohio. Let me ask the gentleman from Mis- 
souri if his objection in this case is special or pe ` 

Mr. CROWTHER. A general objection. I have been fighting 
these bills all the way through. 

Now, I desire to yield a portion of the time to-the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Woop]. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I do not wish to make any discrimi- 
nation against the widow of Gen. John Gibbon; but something 
has been said here in regard to the pues of making a distinction 
between the pensions of officers and privates who have served in 
our Army. I recognize no such distinction and no policy of the 
Government except that which comes through general law. The 
law in a private or individual case is not a precedent, and the pol- 
icy of the Government can not be founded upon or determined in 
the future by the passage of any private act. That is an entirely 
different question. 

The 1 law is an anomaly in legislation. It is sometimes 
resorted to to confer privileges upon those who ought not to have 
them or who do not have them under the general law. In a 

ublic like ours it ought to be in the nature of equitable legis- 


Clar 
lation, and should be based on a general principle, each case of | Cobi 


pnn legislation that comes up for consideration in this body 
ing determined by the circumstances surrounding it. 

The policy of the law in regard to pensions is that where the 
soldier died from the effect of wounds or injuries received or dis- 
ease contracted in its service, that the Government will confer 
open the widow of such soldier $12 per month, and upon the widow 
of a general officer who performs services under similar circum- 
stances the sum of $30 per month. The policy of this Govern- 
ment in reference to ne as shown in the public laws of the 
United States—and that policy has been uniform—is to give to the 
widow of the officer and the soldier alike a similar pension where 
the death did not result from wounds received in the service or 


from disease contracted in the line of duty. Weare departing | A: 


from this policy of the law, and without any good reason. The 
pension that comes through a private law is a gratuity pure and 
simple. It is not supported on any legal principle. e pensions 
that come through a general law, ially an act that was passed 
before the soldier enlisted, perhaps, or while in the service, is in 
the nature of a debt and an obligation on the part of the Govern- 
ment. We have made this distinction, although in the amount of 
pay and in the rank of the party the pension comes under the pro- 
visions of the general law. 

Now, it is proposed a this amendment to make the pension of 
the widow of General Gibbon $50 per month. I recognize, as we 
all recognize, the distinguished services of Gen. John Gibbon. I 
recognize the fact that he got the infantry, in that relentless pur- 
suit, along on the same time of the cavalry. But it was the en- 
ergy, it was the endurance, it was the bravery and determination 
of the private soldier that enabled him to do that. Ido contend 
that agers ought not P a4 eee this distinction between the 2 
cer an e privates, „serving in the same corps, an 
both un ing the same E and the same privations. 

Besides that, Mr. Speaker, this offlcer was there for life, a place 
that is sought after eagerly by all the young men of the country, 
so many of whom wish to enter the military service. When the 
proper age comes, he may be retired on three-quarters of his full 
pay. The pension allowed to his widow is two and one-half times 

t allowed to the private soldier. And if the amount should be 
cut down to $50 per month, under the amendment pending, based 
on the facts set out in the report, it will still be doing full justice 
to the widow of this distinguished officer, and it will be very much 
more than has ever been granted to the widow of any private 
soldier under our pension laws. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the adoption 
of the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Missouri. 

The question was taken; and upon a division (demanded by Mr. 
Curtis of New York) there were—ayes 60, noes 59, 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

TheSPEAKER pro tempore appointed Mr. Curtis of New York 
and Mr. CROWTHER as tellers. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 54, noes 82. 

5 CROWTHER, Mr. MILNES, and others demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 68 nays 128, nob 
voting 159; as follows: ý 2 


YEAS—68. 
Aitk Danford, Kirkpatrick, Royse, 
‘Allen, Miss. Ellis, Lacey, - 
Anderson, Fenton, Latimer, 
Gibson, Le Snover, 
Baker, N. H. T, Loudenslager, 
ri R Halterman, Strait, 
Bell, Colo. Hatch, McLaurin, Strong, 
ishop, Hemenway, Talbert, 
Blue, Henry, In Minor, Wis. Tate, 
Burrell, Morse, 
Burton, Mo. Hover, Mouer, 88 

y. u orthway, egraff, 
Clark, Iowa Hulick, iin 4 
Clark, Mo. ull, Overstreet, Wilson, Ohio, 
Codding, ‘unter, Pendleton, Wilson, S. G. 
Connolly, Johnson, N. Dak. Per Wood, 

er, Raney. Yoakum. 

NAYS—123, 
Kyle, 
Arnold, R. I. Dockery, Layton, mith, Mich, 
W. Leisenring, kman, 
8 Dovener, mard, Branost, 
Ellett, Livingston, 8 
Barney, g. Steele, 
Ev: Low, Ste 
Bell, Tex. Fairchild, Maddox, Stewart, N 
Bennett, Fischer, re, Stewart, Wis. 
Bingham, Fletcher, on, Stokes, 

r, Foote. McCall, Mass. Stone, W. A. 
Boutelle. Gamble, McCleary, Minn. Strode, Nebr. 
Bromwell, er, McClellan, 8 

G McCreary, Ky. Tawney, 
Burton, Ohio Griswold, McCulloch, Terry, 
tech Grosvenor, MeDearmon, Thomas, 
Chickering, Grout, McLachlan, Towne, 
ke, Hainer, Nebr. Mercer, Turner, Ga. 
ib, 2 Miles, Turner, Va. 
Harmer, Miller, W. Va. Van Horn, 
Cooke, III. itchell, Van Voorhis, 
aoon T, Henry, Conn. aa Wadsworth, 
rliss, urray, anger, 
Huff. Neill, Warner, 
Crowley, Hurley. Newlands, Watson, Ohio 
Culberson, Jenkins, Owens, Wellington, 
Johnson, Cal. Poole, eler, 
Johnson, Ind. Powers, Wil 
Curtis, N. X. Joy Prince. Wilson, N. L. 
Kiefer, Pugh. oodard, 
Daniels, Klo 75 Richardson, Wood 
OX, Shannon, Wright. 
NOT VOTING—159. 
Abbott, De Witt, Lefever, Reeves, 
Din 5 8 Reyburn, 
Aldrich, T. H. Dolliver, . — aker, 
Aldrich, W. F. Draper, Linney, 
Aldrich, III. Eddy, Linton, Robinson, 
Allen, Utah Fa Little, Rusk, 
Apsley, Lorimer, Russell, Conn. 
Arnold, Pa. Foss, Loud, Russell, Ga. 
beock, ler, Mahany, Sauerhering, 
Bailey, Gillet, N. V. Martin. Sayers, 
Gillett, Mass. McCall, Tenn. 
Baker, Md. wyn, M Settle, 
Barrett, Graff, McCormick, Shaw, 
Grow, McEwan, Shuford, 
Bartlett, N. L. Hadley. Me Millin. FER 
q ner, 
Belknap, Hani A Meikle} Sorg, 
$ n, Meredith, Sou 
Hart. Meyer, South 
Bowers, Hartman, er, Kans, Sperry, 
Brewster, Heatwole, Milliken 8 
Brosi 8 oct 2 Strond N ‘a 

us, enderson, onde wd, N. 
Brown. Hendrick, Moody, Sulloway, 
Brumm, Hepburn, Moses, Swanson, 

Hermann, Murphy, 
Calderhead, Hilborn, N Tayler, 

on, Hitt, Odell, Thorp, 
Coffin, Hooker, Otey, x 

n. Hopkins. Otzen. Tucker, 
88 H Petters Waiks Mass. 

8 Ow! tterson, er, 
Cooper, Wis. Huling, Payne, Wi Va. 
Co Hutcheson, Pearson, W 
Cowen, Hyde, Watson, Ind. 

: Kendal, Pituey, Wilbe: 

P, en tuey, T, 
Curtis, Iowa Kerr, Price, Wilson, 
Dayton, Kulp, gg, 

1. Lawson, . 


So the amendment of Mr. CROWTHER was rejected. 
The Clerk announced the following additional pairs: 
For this day: 

Mr. BARRETT with Mr. TUCKER. 

On this question: 

Mr. LEIGHTY with Mr. WILSON of Idaho. 

Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. COOPER of Texas. 

Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts with Mr. DENNY, 
Mr. Simpkins with Mr. Miner of New York. 

Mr, MEIKLEJOHN with Mr. LITTLE, 

On this vote: 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah with Mr. Harrison. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded, 
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Mr. BLUE. 
Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move to amend by striking out of 
line 8 the words one hundred” and inserting in lieu thereof 


Mr. 


“seventy-five.” 

Mr. TIS of New York. I hope that will not be adopted. 

atje SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report the amend- 
men 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 8 strike out the words “one hundred“ and insert in lieu thereof the 
word “seventy-five.” 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, is it in order to offer 
this amendment now in the House? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. HULL). The Chair thinks 
itis. The previous question has not been ordered, and the bill is 
open to amendment. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I hope that amendment will be 
voted down. 

The question being taken, the Speaker pro tempore announced 
that the noes seemed to have it. 

On — division (demanded by Mr. BLUE) there were—ayes 57, 
noes 86. 

2 the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I now ask for the 
previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The question being taken on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
and read a third time, Mr. BLUE demanded a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 102, noes 13. 

Mr. BLUE and Mr. CROWTHER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused, not a sufficient number rising 
in support of the demand for the same. 

Accordingly, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS of New York, a motion to reconsider 
the last vote was laid on the table. 


GRAY’S BATTALION OF ARKANSAS VOLUNTEERS. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill a R. 1061) granting pensions to Gray’s Battalion of Arkan- 
sas Volunteers. 

The bill was read. 

Brig Mr. Speaker, I move the preyious question on 

e bill. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, I hopa that will not be ordered now. 

The question was taken; and Speaker announced that the 
ayes a red to have it, 

Mr. BLUE. I demand a division. Let us see whether this is a 
private bill or a public bill. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 55, noes 40. 

Accordingly, the previous question was ordered. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. Canamo- 
tion be made at this time to refer this bill to the Committee of the 


Whole? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that such a motion is in 


er. 

Mr. NEILL. This bill has been carefully considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole and reported to the House. 

Mr. BLUE. I move that this bill be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks this is in the nature of a 
motion to recommit, and would be in order after the bill has been 
ordered to engrossment and third reading. 

Mr. BLUE. Then I desire to make the motion at that time. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Has this bill been engrossed? 

The SPEAKER. It has not been engrossed. 

Mr. CROWTHER. I rise to a point of order, that the bill not 
having been engrossed, it is not properly before the House. 

The SPEAKER. It has not yet been ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Then I call for the reading of the engrossed 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman can do that after it has been 
ordered to be engrossed. The question is on the motion ordering 
the bill to be engrossed. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Now, Mr. Speaker, I call for the reading 


he gentleman asks for the reading of the 


my ge bill, which is not present. 
. BLUE: Now, Mr. Speaker, I offer the motion to recommit, 
and before I do that, in the attitude which the bill has now assumed 
7 reason of the action of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
ROWTHER], is it in order no 
The SP The Chair thinks that when the bill oomes 


up to be read as an engrossed bill, then it will be in order. 


Mr. CROWTHER. To facilitate matters, with the consent of 
me House, I withdraw my motion for the reading of the engrossed 


Mr. POOLE. I 75 1 0 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the withdrawal, whic 
= 3 to a renewal of it. The Clerk will report the n 


WILLIAM M, DALZELL. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
Le 15 R. 1498) to grant an honorable discharge to William M. 
zell. 


The bill was read. 

Mr. STEELE. Let us have the report read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks for the reading of the 
report. If he desires to have it read as a part of his remarks, the 
report can be read. 

. STEELE. Yes. 
The report (by Mr. GRIFFIN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Mili Affairs, to whom was referred the bill AE 
1498) granting an honorable to William M. Dalzell, ha examin 
and conside the same, report the bill back to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

From a report made by the War De ent in this case it appears that 
William M. Dalzell was enrolled May 27, 1861, for three years, as corporal of 
Company B, Second Iowa Infantry, and is reported on the muster roll of the 
company for September and October, 1801, as ering been_transferred to 
the recrui service for the State of Iowa October 1, 1861, With the ex 
tion of the roll for July and August, 1862, on which he is similarly repor 
his name is not borne on any muster roll from October, 1861, to the Tate of 
muster-out of the company on July 12, 1865. 

The application for honorable discharge previously submitted was denied 
on ber 10, 1880, on the ground that there was no evidence of the alle; 
transfer to the United States Navy, and that the applicant's unsuppo 
statement did not warrant a ars A in the record. 

An investigation, brought about by asimilar application in September, 1888, 
elicited the ä t $ rted that the: record of claiman 

o Na on re Was no t's 
service in che ted States 1 775 

The Second Auditor reported that there were no papers on file in his office 

relative to the case. 

yp ag mag Boe 1888, the claimant was informed that no record nad been 
found of him m October, 1861, to June 15, 1862, when he ing ees civil 
employment in the Quartermaster’s Department, and that no favorable 
action could be taken in his case except u satisfactory evidence of his 
discharge from the military ferries priog to employment as a civilian. 

An inguiry of the 8 of Iowa elicited the Snowing reply: 

Willa M. Dalzell was reported transferred October 1, 1861, and also 
August |, 1861.. Report of transfer does not state to what organization trans- 
ferred, but in remarks says to Iowa State recruiting service. He is supposed 
to have been transferred to Marine Brigade. There are no records i this 
onos gai 22 show in what organization, other than the Second Iowa Infan- 

served.” 
"Hie claimant makes the following statement under oath as to his where- 
abouts after the transfer above referred to: 
y B. Second Iowa 


“About October 1, 1861, Capt. R. M. Littler, of Com 
Infantry, transferred me to the Navy De ent, under command of Cap- 
tain Pennock, who was then in charge of the naval station at Cairo. Having 
for many years previous to enlistment been a steamboat captain, I was or- 
dered b ptain Pennock to take charge of the steamer , which I did. 
d boat until October 1, 1802, on which date I was ordered to go with 
the boat to Memphis, stopping at Randolph, Tenn., to find out about the kill- 
ing of a lieutenant a few days before. e ashore at Randolph I was take: 
prisoner, but saved the boat by calling to the pilot to back her off. Later 
was paroled and released. Returning to Cairo, I was informed by Captain 
Pennock to go home until he got an exchange of prisoners. I afterwards 
learned that there had never man exchange of naval prisoners; thatI 
could not go back to my company, as Captain Pennock claimed me, and that 
I was a paroled prisoner.” 

Quincy McNeill, of Quincy, III., swears that he was in command of Island 
No. 10 from May, 1862, to October, 1862; that he is well acquainted with Will- 
iam M. Dalzell, of Datanpa , and has so known him for about forty years; 
that said William M. D: ll was a steamboat captain, and as such was in 
command of the steamer Eugene in the service of the United States in the 
war of the rebellion; that he frequently saw said steamer with said Dalzell 
in command; that some time in October, 1862, said steamer landed at Isiand 

o. 10, at which pisao afflant was then in command, and re d that at a 


place about 12 miles above, Captain Dalzell, while ashore, been taken 
prisoner. Afflant piaced Company L. Second Illinois Cavalry, on the boat to 
proceed to New Madrid, Mo., and, in conjunction with Company D of said 
regiment, to pursue the Ue tite which was done. Captain ll was not 
ree: ere 1s expedition returned with about twenty prisoners of 
e marau party. 
Abram H. Clark, of Peoria, Ill., swears that he was a member of Compan 


B, Second lowa Volunteers, in which company and regiment said Dalze 
served until October 1, 1861, when he was transferred to the naval transport 
service, in which he served for one year; that he was taken prisoner while in 
command of the nayal transport steamer Eugene, and afterwards paroled 
and sent home. 

It also appears from the report made by the War Department that there 
were other affidavits in support of the statements made by said Dalzell, 
including the affidavit of Captain Littler, who was in command of Dalzell's 
company at the e the transfer is said to have been made. 

So far as any record appears 3 the question of transfer to the 
marine or naval transport service, such record sustains the claim and state- 
ments of the beneficiary, and on this evidence the transfer, although perhaps 
not made strictly as it should have been, must be conceded to have taken 

lace. That W. M. Dalzell was in the naval ee service and was 


en prisoner and 8 is sustained by the affidavits of Col. ir 
MONG whọ from to October, 1862, was in command of Island No. 10, 
an ram 


Clark, of Peoria, III., who was a member of the same 8 
with said Dalzell. The soldier's affidavit shows that there never had been 
any exchange of nayal prisoners, and that he was informed by Captain Pen- 
nock, under whom he served on the naval transport Eugene, the could not 
to his oompany: while a paroled prisoner. 
Your e ve arrived at the conclusion that no intention to desert 
appears in case, and that the charge of desertion has wu out of the 
ding the soldier, and for which, in the opinion 


surrouni 
of your committee, he should not be held accountable. 


1897. 
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Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 
the bill to its passage. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

The SPEARER pro tempore. The question is on the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I want to ask if debate is not in order, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate is not in order, the pre- 
vious question having been ordered. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I want to know whether it will be in 
order to offer an amendment to the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It would not, the previous ques- 
tion having been ordered. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I did not understand what stage the bill 
had reached. % 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill has been read a third 
time, and the question is now upon its passage, the previous ques- 
tion having been ordered by the House. 

The question was taken, and the bill was passed. 


GEORGE M. BROOKS. 


The next unfinished businesson the Private Calendar was the bill 
(8. pany renting: a pension to George M. Brooks. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of 5 
ks, late private in D cna of the Sixty-ninth Regiment of In 

Infantry Volunteers, and pay a pension of $15 per month. 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 


the bill to 5 

Mr. RIC DSON. Ih the gentleman will not do that 
until the report is read or we have some explanation of the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman withdraw 
the demand for the previous question? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to have the report read, so 
that we may know what we are acting on. 

Mr. THOMAS. The report has been read and discussed in the 
Committee of the Whole, but if the gentleman is not familiar 
with it I shall not insist on the demand. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would like to have the report read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I withdraw the demand, so as to have the re- 


Port read. 

PeThe SPEAKER pro tempore. The report will be read in the 
time of the gentleman from Michigan. 

The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on tavasid yo to o waon eka referred sable — aD 
sam pr AA as their . Gente report (N. 0. B81), ane 8 
mend that the bill do pass. 

(Senate Report No. 351, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 


a ion to George M. Broo! 


record shows that said Brooks was enrolled on the 9th day of August, 

1502. as a private in Company D, Sixty-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 

Said Brooks testifies that he con the measles while in camp at 
Indianapolis, Ind., about the middle of November, 1862, which ent: 

destroyed his voice and induced in his br from which he is still wake 

fering; and that Curing the fallof 1862 and the following winter, while he was 

in the service of the United States, he in a throat and lung trouble 


curred 

from which he has never been entirely clear since; that it has at times been 
better, and at other times worse, and sometimes very bad; that some of his 

h: told him that he had bronchitis, others that it was a throat and l 
Troabie, and others asthma; that for years he has been troubled with dizzi- 
ness and in the head, glimmering in the eyes, shortness of the 
breath under moderate exercise or excitement, and has general disability. 

Surgeon Jameson testifies that said Brooks had some acute bronchitis fol- 
fowing the measles; he also had the jaundice, which was contracted while in 
. United States service and line of duty at Indianapolis on or about Novem- 


r 15, 1862. 

In certificate of disability for discharge the surgeon certifies to aphonia and 
general debility, consequent upon measles contracted in camp. 
The examining surgeon, on October 23, 1863, finds aphonia and debility, con- 


5 upon measles; that he is still unable to labor; disability at three - 
0. 


P. H. Jameson, acting surgeon United States Army, states that when sol- 
dier was di “he was unfit for duty by reason of acute bronchitis 
following measles: he had also jaundice, which was con while in the 
service of the United States and the line of his duty at Indianapolis, Ind., on 
or about the 15th day of November, 1862." 

Said Brooks was honorably discharged on the 29th day of April, 1863, and 
on his certificate of discharge it is stated that he was discharged “ by reason 
of general pe ron aphonia, consequent upon measles contracted in 
camp at 1 ie £ 

The evidence shows that said Brooks made application for an invalid pen- 
sion in 1863, which was granted to him on pension certificate No. 19631. e 
pension certificate stated that said Brooks should have an annual examina- 
tion in order to draw his yearly pension, but on account of his having failed 
to appear for his medical ex nation in 180 he was dropped from the rolls 
as a pensioner, and has never received any pension since. 

On February 27, 1891, said Brooks made application to the Pension Office for 
“restoration to the pension rolls on account of permanent disability from 
bronchial trow weak eyes, piles, disease of liver, and general debility.” 
But on account of his not being able to furnish all the evidence required of 
him by the Pension Office he has failed to get restored to the pension rolls. 

Said Brooks further testifies that he is unable to 1 evidence required 
„ condition from 1864 to 1868 for the following reason, to wit: 
Soon r being discharged he left home on account of his health, and d 


Pea ae Sacre ma i ag of a family and having no from p ? 
place and not remainin any one ani ving no nen 
home until the winter of 1807 U and the tims. ving so long since — that 


A r. @; 
three-fourths incapacitated for o 
from aphonia and debility. 

L. D. Personett, M. D., es February 21, 1863, that said Brooks had been 
under his treatment for bronchitis and I ie the result of an attack ot 
measles while in pee ae Indianapolis in November, 1862. 

W. P. Morrison, M. D., under date of August 20, 1881, testifies as follows: 

“T have known the above meee M. Brooks for the last thirteen zay 
that I am his family Diy eae 8D that the said George M. Brooks has suf- 
fered from aphonia and chronic liver disease; further, that he is a strict] 
temperate man and of good habits; that Iconsider him incapacitated fo 
heavy manual labor or farm work, and has been the entire e of my a- 
quaintance with him, by reason of the above 3 2 

Following is the professional statement of a reputable physician concern- 
ing the present condition of the soldier’s health: 

SALINA, KANS., February 18. 1896. 


I have this day examined George M. Brooks, about 53 years of ago, late a 
rivate in Company D of the Sixty-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 
ving been his family physician for the last two Tam of the opinion 
that his disability resulted from an attack of measles which led to a chronio 
bron th exacerbations and remissions and attended with consider- 
5 bron orrhea, always worse in the winter months. He also has a weak 
ear’ 
He is entirely unfit to perform manual labor, but does perform about one- 
fourth that of an able- ed man. 
W. 8. HARVEY, M. D. 


Personally eee before me, clerk of the district court in and for Saline 
County, Kans., W. S. Harvey, personally known to me to be a practicing 
physi „and made the fee ing affidavit. 
‘worn to and subscribed before me this 20th vee of 88 D. 1896. 

] AUG. SWED. URY, 


SEAL. 

t Clerk of the District Court of Saline County, Kans. 
STATE OF KANSAS, County of Saline, ss: = 

I, A. L. Brown, clerk of said county and State aforesaid, do hereby certify 
that W. S. Harvey is a practicing physician of twenty-five years’ standing, as 
shown by the records on file in my office. 

emr] A. L. BROWN, County Clerk. 

The soldier himself makes oath and testifies as follows: 

SALINA, KANS., February 19, 1896. 

Geo M. Brooks, late a private in 88 D, Sixty-ninth iment Indi- 
ana Volunteers, being duly 0 says t. George M. 
Brooks above refe: to; that he is now in the fifty-fourth year of his 
He AREAS says that he is disabled from doing physical labor, and that this 


disa is the result of measles contracted in the fall of the year 18 w 
he was in the mili service of the Uni States, so he verily believes; 
that he never been able to do physical labor since he was dis- 


charged from the service of the United States. 


GEO. M. BROOKS. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 19th day of Feb: „1808. 

(SEAL.] A. L. BRO WN, County Clerk, 
oor 2575 which being considered, your committee recommend the passage of 

e 


Mr. THOMAS. Irenew the motion for the previous question, 

The as question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered toa third reading; and it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN J. BOATWRIGHT,. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
aoe Sig R.6233) granting an increase of pension to John J. Boat- 


t. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 
the bill to its passage. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the amendment recommended by the Committee of the 
Wh. le was agreed to, and the bill as amended was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

CHARLES W. SENTMAN. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 1311) granting an increase of pension to Charles W. 
Sentman. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 
the bill to its passage. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the amendment recommended by the Committee of the 
Whole was agreed to, and the bill as amended was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading: and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

CLARA L. NICHOLS, 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 6528) to increase the ion of Clara L. Nichols, widow 
of the late Byt. Maj. Gen. W. A. Nichols. 

The bill was read. as follows: 

Be it enacted, ete., That the pension of Clara L. Nichols, widow of the late 
Byt. Maj. Gen. W. A. Nichols, of the United States Army, be, and it is hereby, 
increased from $30 per month to $100 per month, and the Secre of the 
Interior is hereby authorized and directed to pios the name of the said Clara 


L. Nichols upon the pension roll at the rate ot $100 per month, subject to the 
provisions of existing pension laws. 


Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, this bill as it was origi ally in- 
troduced called for a pension of $100 per month. The Committee 


on Invalid Pensions reported the bill at $75 a month, and the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on consideration of the bill, amended it by 
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inserting $50a month. Now, I trust that this amendment will not 


paes: and if I may ju the temper of the House by the action 
en within the last hour in the case of the widow of General 
Gibbon it will not pass; and measuring the sense of the House 
by its action in that case, it ought not topass. There is no reason 
in the world why this distinction should be made between the 
widow of Gen Gibbon and the widow of this gallant officer of 
the Regular Army, for there was no more gallant officer in the 
Regular Army than General Nichols. He served a period reach- 
ing from 1838 to 1866. He was a soldier, a distinguished soldier, 
of the Mexican war. His services in the Mexican war were many 
times recognized in a public way and by promotion, and upon the 
strength of his services alone his widow 8 to have the amount 
that was named in the original bill. But, Mr. Speaker, outside of 
that altogether, this bill maltes the appeal to this House upon 
another and a different ground. This widow, 60 years of age, 

the right to come here and for her own services ask recognition at 
the hands of the Government. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
a question? 

r. DALZELL. Certainly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. What was the actual rank of General 
Nichols? He was a brevet major-general, I know, but what was 
his actual rank? 

Mr. DALZELL. I will read the gentleman his record; it is 
very brief: z 

Cadet at the United States Military Academy, Jul: 

7 se 


1, 1834, to July 1, 1838, 
when he was graduated and promoted; brevet second lieutenant Second Artil- 
Jery, Ju yi. 1838; second lieutenant, July 7. 1838; first lieutenant, June 1, 1844; 

1848, to Decembe 


ih: een adiutant general March I e 

; breve or, utant-general, Heu 

el, po me „August 3, 1861; colonel, assistant adjutant- 

eral, June 1, 5 

W captain September 23, 1846, for t conduct in the several 

conflicts at Monterey, Mexico: or, September 8, 1847, for gallant and meri- 

torious conduct in the battle of Molino del Rey Mexico; 5 
ber 24, 1864, and major-general, March 43, 1865, for meri! and 

services during the war. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. But the gentleman does not state what 
General Nichols's actual rank was at the end. 

Mr. DALZELL. I understand that his actual rank was major- 

neral. 
ais RICHARDSON. Brevet major-general, was it not? 

Mr. DALZELL. I read at the end of this record the words: 

And major-general, March 13, 1865, for meritorious and faithful services dur- 
ing the war. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I understand the report to say that he 
was a brevet ek the 

Mr, DALZELL. ell, I am unable to further inform the gen- 
tleman what his real rank was. 

Mr. STEELE. The reading of the report shows that he was a 


major. 

Mr. DALZELL. I am informed that he was actually a briga- 
dier-general. i ; 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, has the report in this case been read? 

The SPEAKER protempore. It has not. 

Mr. BLUE. The report will disclose what was the actual rank 
of this soldier, and I ask to have it read. 

Mr. DALZELL. Oh, it is not worth while to take up time 
reading the report. 

Mr. BLUE. It is very short, I believe. 

Mr. THOMAS. It is two closely printed pages. 

Mz. BLUE. Well, my recollection is that the report does not 
say that he was a major-general or that he ever claimed to be a 
major-general. The highest rank he reached, according to my 
recollection, was major-general by brevet. A 

Mr. THOMAS. But he was an actual brigadier-general. 

Mr. BLUE. Iam not certain about that. 

Mr. THOMAS. That is my recollection, and the presumption 
is that he yoa Atay brevetted a major-general unless he was 

a bri b 

Mr. BLUE. Oh, he might be. 

Mr. DALZELL. He is called at the beginning of this report 
“Byt. Maj. Gen. W. A. Nichols.” 

Mr. BLUE. And that is what he really was. 

Mr. DALZELL. Well, Mr. Speaker, I do not care whether he 
was a major-general or only a major, there is no reason in the 
world why there should be any distinction made between this case 
and the one that was upon less than an hour ago, and I 


a 

4 hen I wasinterrupted I was 
services of her husband, this | 
this House upon her own merits, and in inp 
I read from a document that was presented to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions and is embodied in this report: 


Unfortunately, the war of the rebellion found General Nichols serving in 
. a Soe arch tesitor Gen: Davi and with 
many others he was to submit to the humiliation given over 


to the enemy as a “prisoner of war” without even the opportunity to draw 
sword in his own defense or the service of his Government, way Bin here 
General Nichols rendered good and efficient aid by thwarting the plans of 
a and his 5 will be shown by the Saree pease wed 
CC 3 of ka Civil 
; ł ‘s tes 
ar, and the Records of the Rebellion. 
waa this matter I was able toassist my . by sewing in my clothing val - 


* I concealed of cotton, lacing litt) 
round label. These spools I ft ly ke re ng lir nf 
of the artillery, Colonel Waite, and others. thus saving to the Governmen 


the valuable L. * 
mand from being’ 8 by the Tocas 
arms and munitions. 

Upon that ground, I say, if upon no other, this worthy widow 
is entitled to recognition. She is now 66 years of age. Not until 
she found it impossible to rely upon her own resources did she 
make any aren to the Government for aid. Upon the death of 
her husban: 1866, General Sheridan for her the posi- 
tion of postmistress at Fort Leavenworth. Kans., and for twenty- 
three years she has been 8 herself by her own labor. 
She is now old, needy, and helpless, and I tly mistake the 
temper of this House if it shall turn out that 125 makes this appeal 
to it in vain. I hope the amendment will not prevail. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I wish to ask the 
true that the greater of the services of General Nichols in 
the late war were rendered in the Adjutant-General's Office? 

Mr. DALZELL. I have already stated that he was taken pris- 
oner at the beginning of the war. and was thereby crippled in the 
service that he could otherwise have rendered. 

Mr. THOMAS. Now, Mr. S. er, I move the previous ques- 
tion on the bill and amendment to its passage. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The question being taken on the amendment reducing the 
amount to $50 month, the Speaker pro tempore declared that 
the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. DALZELL. [ ask for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 43, noes 60. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The committee amendment striking out ‘‘ one hundred” before 
the word! dollars“ andinsertin 555 was then adopted. 

The bill as amended was ordered to engrossed and read a 
third time. 

Mr. CROWTHER called for the reading of a copy of the en- 
grossed bill, but withdrew the demand. 

The bill was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. D LL. a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

LEROY Mu. BETHEA. 

The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 7317) to increase the pension of Leroy M. Bethea. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move the previous question on the bill to its 
passage. 

3 question was ordered, and under the operation 
th the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN J. COPLEY. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 1474) granting a pension to John J. Copley. 

The bill was read. 

The amendment re from the Committee of the Whole 
House, to strike out. line 9, the word twelve“ and insert 
“eight,” so as to make the rate of pension 88 per month, was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move the previous question on the amend- 
ment and on the bill to its final H 

previous question was ordered. 

The amendment was E 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

SA AH E. COMLY. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (S. 937) granting an increase of pension to Sarah E, Comly, 
widow of Maj. Clifton Comly. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move the previous question on the bill to its 


The previous question was ordered; and under the o 
thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading, read 
time, and passed. 


Colonel Waite's entire com- 
and deprived of their 


tion 
third 


The next business was the bill (H. R. 1810) directing the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to place Sarah E. Comly on the 
THOMAS. As this House bill is 
race sip that S TA tala bal 
8. 


pension roll, eto. 
univalent in its provi- 
this bill lie on the 


ntleman whether it is not 


# 
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BERNHARD STUEBER. 

The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 537) to remove the charge of desertion from the mili- 
tary record of Bernhard Stueber. 

The bill was read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out the two paragraphs beginning with the word “ Whereas.” 

Mr. THOMAS. Icall for the previous question on the amend- 
ment and on the bill to its passage. 3 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I hope the gentleman will allow me 
one moment. : 

Mr. THOMAS. I withdraw the call for the previous question 


temporarily. 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I desire to submit a parliamentary 


inquiry. A 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PAYNE). The gentleman will 
state it. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I secured the passage 
through this House of a bill relieving a man from the.charge of 
desertion, but the Department rarai to grant him a discharge. 
I want to add his name to this þill, requiring the Department to 
grant a discharge. ' 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Such an amendment as that 
would not be germane to this bill. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Well, I ask that it be done by common 
consent. My statement is this: In the Fifty-third Congress a bill 
introduced by myself was passed relieving the man to whom I 
have referred from the charge of desertion. I failed to put in the 
bill a requirement that he should have an honorable discharge. 
The 5 has refused to grant him the discharge. By add- 
ing to this bill such a provision as 1 have indicated, he will get his 
discharge, to which he is clearly entitled, because the charge of 
desertion has been removed. Lask unanimous consent that the 
amendment I have indicated be added to this bill. 

The SPEAKER protempore. Such an amendment would not 
be germane to the bill and would not be in order. The Chair does 
not think he aune to entertain such a proposition. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Not by unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. I sup the Chair has the pre- 
rogative of objecting. [Laughter.] The gentleman from Michi- 
gan [Mr. Tuomas] moves the preron question. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Do I understand that the Speaker, by 
virtue of his membership, makes the objection? 

The SPEAKER pe tempore. The Chair declines to submit the 
proposition to the House because it is directly in conflict with the 
rule, which in this case the Chair thinks ought to be enforced, 
because if the precedent should be set of allowing a private bill 
relating to one individual to be amended byi i e name of 
another, it might lead to endless confusion. For this reason the 
Chair declines to submit the proposition. The gentleman from 
Michigan moves the previous question. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to have the bill read. 

The SPEAKER po tempore. Does the gentleman from Michi- 
gan withdraw the demand for the previous question? 

Mr: THOMAS. No; because the bill has been read. 

Mr. LOUD. Let me suggest to the gentleman that he has not 
votes enough here to order the previous question if opposition 
should be made. I only want the bill read as it now appears. 
That is the only request I make. 

Mr. THOMAS. Very well. 

Mr. LOUD. The request is perfectly reasonable. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report the bill as 
it will read with the amen: nt. 

The bill was again read as amended. 

Mr. LOUD. I only wanted to see the shape in which the bill 
was placed by the amendment. There were a number of ‘‘ where- 
ases” in the original bill. It was a perfectly reasonable nest, 
as I understand it, to ask for the sto ee of the amended bill. 

Mr. THOMAS. Certainly. The whereases were stricken out. 
I now demand the previous question, Mr. S 3 

The previous question was ordered, under the operation of 
which the er eae were agreed to, and the bill as amended 
ordered to be en, and read a third time; and it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

JOSEPH H. JOHNSON. 

The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. 2364) for the relief of Joseph H. Johnson, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole with a favorable recommendation. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War is hereby directed to remove 
the charge of desertion from the military record of Joseph H. Johnson, late 
a private of PO, I, One hundred and fiftieth Regiment Indiana Volun- 
teer Infantry, and to issue to him an honorable discharge as of date August 
6, 1885, and t said Johnson shall be entitled to receive from the accounting 
officers of the Treasury all 2 allowances which may have been due him 

X 


on said date of discharge, e ing therefrom the time of his absence with- 
ont leave. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Is there not an amendment to that bill? 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. S. „I desire to ask if an amend- 
ment is recommended by the committee to that bill? 

The SPEAKER protempore. There seems to be no amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DOCKERY. If I e the reading of the bill aright, it 
is an entire departure from the custom heretofore prevailing in 
respect to bills for the removal of charges of desertion, in that it 

ives to this soldier back pay and allowances to which he may 

ve been entitled. 

Mr. THOMAS. I donot understand that to be the effect of the 
bill. It was by the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
as I understand the bill, it excepts the payment of all allowances 
to him during the time he was absent. 

Mr. DOC Y. Iwill read the bill. The bill reads: 

And that said Johnson shall be entitled to receive from the accounting offi- 
cers of the all pay and allowances which may have been due him 
„VVVVWWWWWWWWWW Spe Ne the time of his absence with- 

Now, so far as I am able to recall, this is the first bill that we 
have undertakerf to pass in this form. Nosuch bill has passed the 
House heretofore. A special eee to these bills granting an 
honorable discharge has he ore always excluded pay, bounty, 
or other allowances. 

Mr. LOUD. Had not we better have the report read? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I ask, as I have the floor, that the report be 
read in my time. 

The report (by Mr. TRACEY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Mili Affairs, to whom was referred the bill R. 
2264) for the rel 1 e Johnson. have had the same under considera- 


Joseph H. Johnson was enrolled and mustered into service as a private in 
dred and fifteenth Indiana Volunteers on the th 
day of February, 1865. to serve one year. He is charged with having deserted 
on the lith day of July, 1805. He left the command at that date and did not 
MASADAN AOOO SAS aa in nag 3 of 


son for lea: a rata Ss Sally coexponneced Sy Ape Lees Deny, wan eens. hs BG 
been informed that his wife was very sick. Heapplied fora furlough and was 
refused. He went home and remained t or ten days, until his wife was out 
then started to return to command. When he arrived at 


the regiment had been mustered ont. then rot 


es. 

When be left the command in V; he told his comrades that his wife 
was not expected to live, and that he was going home to see her and would 
return soon if he could leave her. He left gun and accouterments with 
the ordnance sergeant. 

The testimony shows that he was a man of 
a faithful soldier. Relief was denied the War Department for the reason 
that the case does not come within the provisions of the act of Congress 
approved March 2, 1889. 

t is apparent, however, to your committee that the soldier did not intend 
to desert his command. He testified himself 


—_ him leave to go. His i whee A appears to be unquestioned, and the f; 
wife is conclusive proof that his conduct was not that of a $ 
3 therefore report the bill favorably, and recommend that 

Mr. DOCKERY. I would suggest to the gentleman in charge 
of this bill that even if it were proper to grant the gorge? Eos 
the bill baoi pa and allowances, the lan; e of the bill 
not accompli at purpose. It provides that— 

Said Johnson shall be entitled to receive from the accounting officers of the 
Treasury all pay and allowances, etc. 

The accounting officers of the have no money for such 
purposes, and the bill is therefore faulty, in that it makes no 
appropriation. s 

x Sa. spre I will offer an amendment, to strike out all after 
the w “ sixty-five,” in line 8, down to and including the word 
„leave,“ in line 12. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask the previous question. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I think there has been some inadvertence in 
framing the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro Loser pal The Clerk will read the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Missouri. 

The Clerk as follows: 

‘on line 8, after the words “ sixty-five,” strike out all the remainder of the 

Mr. THOMAS. I desire to say that the gentleman who reported 
this bill is now present. It comes from the Committee on Military 
Affairs. I know nothing personally of the facts. Mr. TRACEY, the 
gentleman who made the report, will explain the bill. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Speaker, I wish to move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri by striking out the 
words shall be entitled to receive from the accounting officers of 
the Treasury.” 

As I understand it, it is entirely proper that the bill shall state, 
in granting the discharge, and the testimony warrants the state- 
ment, that the soldier shall be entitled to receive the pay and allow- 
ances which may be found due to him and which were withheld 
because of the charge of desertion made against him and now on 
the records of the Department. 

Mr. LOUD. Was he a deserter? 


Mr. THOMAS. I move the 2 question. 


character and habits, and 


souri [Mr. 8 


` 
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Mr. TRACEY. He was not. The testimony shows conclu- 
sively that he was not a deserter. 

Mr. LOUD. What is the definition of a ‘‘ deserter”? 

Mr. TRACEY. The gentleman will find it very carefully and 
accurately stated in a note appended to the Supplement to the 
Revised Statutes of the United States, in which itis stated that 
desertion must be determined by the intent of the soldier at the 
time he left the command. 

Mr. LOUD. Can you now determine what was the intent of 
the soldier, what was in his mind, at this distance of time? 

Mr. TRACEY. I determine the intent, as the court always de- 
termines the intent, by the actions of the party, by his conduct. 
That is the way a court determines what the intent of amanis. I 
took the actions of this man, and the committee, in its investiga- 
tions, took the actions of this soldier, into consideration for the 
pues of determining what his intent was; and his actions show 

rom the beginning to the end that there was no intent whatever 
to desert his command, but that, on the contrary, he went home 
because his wife was reported to him to be sick without hope of 
recovery. 

Mr. LOUD. How many of these wives were sick? I think this 
is about the ten-thousandth one that I have heard of. 

Mr. TRACEY. That may be true; but I know something about 
this from 6 experience, and perhaps the gentleman does. 

Mr. LOUD. Does the gentleman that the soldier’s long 
and meritorious services entitle him to this consideration? 

Mr. TRACEY. No; he did not have long and meritorious 
service. 

Mr. LOUD. He went in after the war was over did not enlist 
until the latter part of February, 1865. 

Mr. TRACEY. No; he went in during the latter portion of the 
war, and he was not an old man, either. He was a young man at 
the time, and while it is true that his enlistment was during the 
last months of the war, yet his services while he remained with 
the Army were those of a faithful soldier, and the proof before the 
committee warranted the committee in saying that he returned to 
his home with the full intention of coming back to his command 
as soon as his wife recovered so that he could come; and as soon 
as his wife was out of danger he did start back to join his com- 
mand, and on the way back to join the regiment was informed by 
comrades of his own regiment returning home that the regiment 
had been mustered out of the service. Now, it seems to me that 
with these facts before the committee there ought to be no goar 
tion about the right of this soldier to an honorable discharge from 
the Army, and with the honorable discharge from the Army the 
right to receive whatever pay and allowances may have been due 
him at that time. 

Mr. LOUD. Ithink the gentleman should accept the very lib- 
eral amendment of his coll e from Missouri [Mr. DOCKERY]. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. S er, I hope my friend will not insist 
on retaining this proviso in the bill. 

Mr. TRACEY. I have no icular objection, Mr. Speaker 
to nd the amendment go; but, at the same time, it is an 


of injustice. I shall not make any further opposition to the 
amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Mis- 


propose an amendment? 

Mr. TRACEY. I propose an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. LOUD. I think you had better withdraw that. 

Mr. TRACEY. I desire to say, Mr. Saas that if there seems 
to be any real desire on the part of the House to affix the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. DocKERY] to the bill 
I shall not make any further objection, although it be an act 
of injustice. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I only want to say, Mr. Speaker, that I re- 
member that all the bills that have passed the House in recent 
years have carried a provision that no pay, emoluments, or bounty 
shall become due by reason of the passage of the act. That pro- 
vision does not appear in this bill, but, on the contrary, you allow 
him pay, emoluments, and bounty. 

Mr. TRACEY. If I may be permitted, I will withdraw my 
amendment to the amendment. i 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman withdraws his 
amendment. The question is on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. DOCKERY]. 

The amendment of Mr. DocKERY was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


IRA POWERS. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
a (H. R. 5061) to pension Ira Powers, of Henderson County, 


enn. 
The bill was read. 
Mr. THOMAS. I move the 
amendments to the passage of 
The previous question was ordered. 


revious 


question on the bill and 
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The 5 recommended by the Committee of the Whole 


; as amended was ordered to be en and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
HESTER A. BOSTWICK. 

The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. 4941) to pension Hester A. Bostwick. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The amendment recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

JOSIAH P. HILL. 

Thenext unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. 1168) to increase the pension of Josiah P. Hill, late Com- 
pay F, peoa Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, in the war 
of the rebellion 


The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move the previous question on the bill and 
amendments to its passage. 

The Pres question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the amendments recommended by the Committee of the 
Whole were to, and the bill as amended was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

SUSAN E. CUNNINGHAM. 

G8. 51 5 8 oe Onenen a the Puya Calendar was the bilt 
$ ng a on usan E. Cunningham. 
F 
Mr. THOMAS. I demand the previous question on the bill to 

its r posene: 

e previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

GEORGE L. BENNER. 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the bill 
(H. R. 6841) granting a pension to George L. Benner. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre £ the Interi d he is 
authorised and Girected to 3 —.— the pension i eee e tee 
L. Benner and t him f 
termaster’s ent; said on to be rated acco; 
disability ex: g as the result of said injury. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on 
the bill to its passage. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I think the gentleman had better 
have the re 


rt read. 
Mr. THO. . Mr. Speaker, I will withdraw the demand for 


that 1 ee 
Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I want the rt read, as this is a 
radical de from the law and established custom. 


The SP . The Clerk will read the report as a part of 
the remarks of the gentleman from California, 
The report (by Mr. MILES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6841) entitled “A bill granting feat spinon to George L. Benner,” beg leave 
5 8 report, recommend that said bill do pass withou' 
amendment: 

This is a bill enacting that the Secre! of the Interior be authorized an 
directed to place upon the pension roll the name of George L. Be 
grant him a pension because of a fracture of the right thigh, received during 
the civil war while said Benner was an employee of the Quartermaster's De- 
partment, to ae according to the degree of disability existing as the 
result o jury. 

George L. Benner was a teamster during the war of the rebellion, employed 
by the United States under Captain Dana, United States Army, an rp 5 
q T; also under a wagon master named Lyles, and wasacciden 
maraa while performing his duties, by being caught between the fron 

eel of an army Taon and a tree, about November 7, 1861, incurring a frac- 
ture of the 7 thigh. 

Dr. N. S. Lincoln, 2 of quartermaster's hospital, testified Febru 
28, 1 that George L. Benner was admitted to the quartermaster's hospital, 
under 522 


to the quartermas- 

res hospital November 7, 1861, with a fracture of the thigh, and that he was 
disc ed therefrom in Ma: from the effects 
oftheinjury. Th 


assistance. 

Your committee believe the bill is meritorious, and precedents having been 
set by previous action of Congress in pensioning the employees in Quarters 
master’s Department for injuries received in line of duty, earnestly recom- 
mend the passage of the bill without amendment. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Speaker, I can not understand why this gen- 
tleman is any more entitled, either by law or equity, to a pension 
than any man who was injured in the performance of any service 
to an individual, a corporation, or to the Government. ‘This am 3 
tleman voluntarily sought employment in the Quartermas 
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Department—it is true while there was a war pending, but he was 
in a very safe position, as everybody knows, out of range of any 

ibility of being killed, without some accident should happen 
which emight himself contribute. I have known of teamsters 
that, used to get too much liquor and fall off their teams. I want 
to suggest, in perfect fairness to the gentleman from Michigan, 
that he ought to withdraw this bill to-night. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. S er, the gentleman from Maryland 

x Mure, who made the report, being present, I could not do 
t without his consent. 

Mr. It is not my bill, but I did make the report. 

Mr. THOMAS. The gentleman from ceed fg Ere 8 
introduced this bill, and if he is present I would like to defen: 
the bill. 

Mr. MILES. I did not introduce the bill, but I did make the 


report. 

Nr. LOUD. I hope the gentleman will assume the responsi- 
bility in this case that he has in previous cases and withdraw the 
bill. 

Mr. THOMAS. Iam willing that it should go over, remaining 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. LOUD. Of course, if it is withdrawn it would occupy the 
same position it does now. I think we ought to have a little fuller 
House to pass this bill. : 

The SP R. Without objection, the bill will be considered 
as remaining on the Calendar without prejudice. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


ANNIE E. NOLAN, 


The next unfinished business on the Private Calendar was the 
bill (S. 2129) granting an increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the ion la the name of Annie E. Nolan, w of 
Nicholas Nolan, late major Third United States Cavalry, at the rate of $50 
per month, in lieu of the pension she is now receiving. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the report be read in 
this case. 
The report (by Mr. PooLe) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2129 
granting an Der of pension to Annie E. Nolan, adopt the following 1 — — 
0. 2 


report ( 
“The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2129) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan, have examined the same, and 


t: 
"P Nicholas Nolan served his country as a soldier continuously from Decem- 
ber 9, 180 to October 25, at which time he died from wounds and disease 
contracted in the service. He entered the Army asa private and was suc- 
cessively promoted h the several grades to that o or of the Third 
United soldier, his 
Arizona, the Indian Territory, and other far western ts — ey thee in 
e 5 y 
est military order. For a considerable time before E death ne was Telek 
man, but he remained with bis command and literally died at his post of duty, 
after a mili career of over thirty-one years. 
»The foll is Major Nolan's military record, as furnished by the War 
Department: 
“War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
“ Washington, February 20, 1896. 
“Statement of the military service of Nicholas Nolan, late of the United States 
ERS: Army, 8 ee 
rved as private and corporal of Batte: 
December 9, er x Ped 5 1, 1858; as private 
tof Troop , Second ‘Dragoons, from be 
tember 5, 1861, and as sergeant and first se tof 


valry, July 17 ee 
n ’ n 
28, $: major, 


“ SERVICE. 
“ He served as an prone stl his regiment in the 
inspector-gene: 


cy Riker and 

th 1 in the Army of the 
to 80, 1865, when taken pris- 
led at the battle of Dinwiddie e ee on le and 
N 1865; with regiment in Maryland to and in 
Texas and the Indian Terri to November 13, 1870; before a board at 
Wi iment in the Indian Terri- 
chuca, Ariz., t Tag th ISS. id the post of F 5 . to Oey: 

uca, to 1 and the of Fo: = 

ber 16, ae he left on leave of absence for Holbrook, Ariz., where he 


died October 25, 1883. 
i „W. P. HALL, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


. She is now receiving a pension of 
to earn sufficient to 5 herself an 
or an increase of 


rt, it is shown that this 
widow cares for an invalid e ay the son of the er, for whose care ny 
support she is in no way legally bound. seems to your committee 
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raise this above the general run of cases, and to make it exceptional. 
much as the sale Way, in which the can provide for this in 
of duty is by increasing the - 


son of a brave soldier who died at the 
‘ore rcommend the passage of the bill. 


sion of the widow who cares for 

Your coi theref 

The amendment recommended by the committee was read, as 
follows: 

Strike out “fifty” and insert “twenty-five.” 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. ker, I move the previous question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. fore the gentleman moves the previous 

uestion, I want to ask him if there is not an amendment proposed 
there which reduces the pension from $50 to $25? I understood 
the Clerk to read such an amendment. She is getting $25. 

Mr. THOMAS. I understand she receives only 820 a month, 
on the rank of captain. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The report stated that she was getting 
$25 a month. 

Mr. TRACEY. She is only getting $20. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. As I understood the Clerk, he read it $25, 
and I could not understand why the amendment should propose 
8 when she was drawing $25 a month. I think you better 

ook to see if I am not correct. 

Mr. THOMAS. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Poor] 
made the rt. He can make a statement. 

_ Mr. POOLE. Mr. Speaker, in this case the widow is now draw- 
ing $20 per month. t matter was fully looked into by the 
committee. I made the report, and the committee unanimously 
reported the bill at $25, which is an increase of $5 per month. 

r. RICHARDSON. I was not opposing it, but I was under 
the impression that the rt stated that she was now getting $25, 

Mr. OMAS. I think that is an error if it is so stated. 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the amendment was agreed to, and the Ml as amended 
was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly read the 


third time, and 
Mr. THO . Mr. Speaker, I move to reconsider the votes by 
which the several bills have been a under the special rule, 
and I also move that that motion be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
oe FORT DAO Pain ied rak AA enrolled bills of the fol- 
0 es; when the er e same: 
A bil S. 2176) ing a pension to Thomas Pollock; 
R en — bien the den of the = of D. Fulford; and 
g remove the c. of desertion and grant an 
honorable discharge to Totnes F. Socket 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. PITNEY, on account of sickness, 
To Mr. HEATWOLE, for this day, on account of sickness. 
To Mr. JouNsoN of California, on account of important busi- 


ness. 

To Mr. Dayton, for two days, on account of important busi- 
ness, 

To Mr. VAN Vooruis, for five days, on account of important 
business. 

To Mr. Wooparp, for six days, on account of important busi- 
ness. 

To Mr. ACHESON, for two days, on account of important busi- 


ness. 

To Mr. Van Hor, for four days, on account of important busi- 
ness. 

To Mr. STAHLE, for two days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. HILL, for five days, on account of important business. 

To Mr. Hart, for one day, on account of important business. 

To Mr. WILLIAMs (on motion of Mr. BOATNER), for this evening, 
on account of illness. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to make a parliamentary in- 
quiry as to the status of House bill No. 3656, the free-homes bill. 

t the House, went to the Senate, and now comes back 
with amendments enlarging the scope of the bill, and the question 
I wish to ask is whether it would be proper to move to nonconcur 
and ask for a conference, or what course the bill would take under 
the zalogo the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The bill, under the ruling of the Chair, would 
take the course of reference to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LACEY. Let me suggest, however, that the Senate asks 
for a conference and names the conferees. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is aware of that, and perhaps he 
had better state to the House now the conclusion he has arrived 
at as to cases of that kind, having acted at least once recently 
upon a bill in a similar situation. The question has been passed 
upon once before in the history of the House, and in very much 
the same way. Mr. Carlisle, then Speaker, was at first inclined 
to think that the request of the Senate for a conference was suf- 
ficient to take the bill out of the operation of the rule of the House, 
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and so ruled; but after reflecting u 
he came to a different conclusion, w. 
which will be found inthe Recorp. The present occupant of the 

hair in the Fifty-first Congress had originally the same idea that 


pon the results of that ruling 
ich he announced in a decision 


. Carlisle had first entertained, and was dis to give prog- 
ress to such bills; but not having time to examine the question, he 
accompanied his decision with a statement that it was subject to 
further consideration. Upon further consideration it seemed very 
apparent that any other course than referring the bill to the House 
committee having charge of the matter would have the effect to 

ive a preference to the Senate’s request over the rights of mem- 
E of the House, which could not be tolerated. Under our rule 
House bills with Senate amendments are to be considered without 
reference when the Senate amendments, if they had originated in 
the House, would not have to be considered in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; but when they would have been 
subject to such consideration, then it is the duty of the Chair to 
refer the bill with the amendments to the appropriate committee, 
That is the rule of the House. 

Now, this bill comes before us with amendments made by the 
Senate which change its nature to such an extent as, in the opinion 
of the Chair, to bring the bill within the operation of the rule of 
the House which requires that Senateamendments making appro- 
priations which have not been considered by the House s be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. That being the case, this bill would be referred to the 
committee unless there is something in the request of the Senate 
for a conference to dispense with the réference. But the request 
of the Senate for a conference, or the request of either House for 
a conference, in order to be binding upon the other House, in 
courtesy, should indicate, or should come after, an absolute dis- 

eement between the two Houses, Then is the time when 
either House can obtain a conference, but either can ask for it 
before. I suppose that the House might pass a bill and ask for a 
conference upon it without the bill haying gone to the Senate at 
all, and so the Senate might pass a bill and ask a conference upon 
it without the House having received the bill; and if, in that event, 
the measure was not subject to the rule of the House, then the 
Senate would have a method by which puey conia be more preva- 
lent in the House than the members of the House themselves, and 
dispense with a rule of the House, and that conclusion is, of 
course, one that would not be proper or suitable and could not be 
tolerated. The Senate may ask for a conference, but when the 
bill reaches the stage of disagreement, then that request takes 
effect upon the House, and the House will accede to the conference 
in pursuance of that courtesy which exists between the two 
houses of a legislative body. 

Before it reaches the stage of disagreement the House has its 
own methods of examining questions and should not abandon 
them, and by its Rule No. has indicated its wish not to abandon 
them. Whatever under Rule XX goes to the Committee of the 
Whole must be referred to the committee having charge of the 

ubject-matter. 

The Chair has thought it worth while to state this view, 
although he has acted upon it at least once before without mak- 


OT nee a ‘Sipe 

r. LACEY. Mr. S. er, I made this inquiry because there is 
no record of any such decision, although I knew that such seemed 
to be the view of the Chair. 

Mr. PAYNE. I now renew my motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. PAYNE] 
asks that the House now take its recess until 8 o’clock this even- 
ing. The Chair hears no objection. The Houseis accordingly in 

until S o’clock, at which time the gentleman from New York, 
ay Payne, will please take the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The recess having expired, the House at 8 o’clock p. m. resumed 
its session, Mr. PAYNE in the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER protempore. The Clerk will report clause 2 of 
ule XX VI. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The House shall, on each Friday at 5 o'clock p. m., take a recess until 8 
o'clock, at which evening session private pension bills, bills for the removal 
of political disabilities, and bills removing charges of desertion 8 bo 
N said evening session not to extend beyond 10 o'clock and 30 
minu 


Mr. THOMAS, I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar under the special 


e. 

The motion was to. F 

The House gly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the Private endar, Mr. CHARLES W. STONE in the 


LENA D. SMITH. = 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chairman, before the committee proceeds 
with the regular order I desire to make a request—I might say an 
appeal—upon the facts which, with the permission of the commit- 
tee, I will state. 

Gen. Green Clay Smith was a soldier of the Mexican war. He 
enlisted also in the war of the rebellion, and reached the rank of a 
ee eee He was twice a member of this House. After 
the close of the war he entered the ministry of the Baptist Church, 
and continued in it in my city and State for a number of years. 
Finally he came to this city, where, a year or two ago, he died, leay- 
ing a widow without means. Her son, I believe, her only son, 
has died since this House reconvened in December. At the last 
session of this Congress both Houses passed a bill giving her a 
pension. It so 1 that the bill reached the President dur- 
ing the last days of the session and failed to receive his considera- 
tion. Since we reassembled the Senate has again passed the bill; 
and under these circumstances it seems to me that in making the 
present request, I am only asking that the bill be restored to the 

lace of advantage it had before the adjournment deprived the 
esident of the opportunity to consider the bill after it had passed 
both Houses of Congress. Under these circumstances, I ask the 
unanimous consent of the committee for the consideration of the 
bill at this time. 

Mr. MILNES. What is the amount of on proppet 

Mr. EVANS. Fifty dollars a month. e husband of the lad 
whom it is proposed to pension Was a bri er-general; and {I 
believe that is about the e at which such widows are usually 


pensioned by Congress. 
The CHAIR . Is the bill on the Calendar? 
Mr. EVANS. Yes. 


Mr. BLUE. Has there been a report in this case? 

Mr. EVANS. Yes; the bill is on the Calendar. It has been 
pood by the Senate and considered by the committee of the 

ouse. 


Mr. BLUE. Do I understand the gentleman from Kentucky to 

say that this man was a brigadier-general? 
. EVANS. He was; and he was also twice a member of this 

House, if that adds any weight to the case. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Reserving the right to object, I ask that 
the bill be read. 

The bill (S. 3381) granting a pension to Lena D. Smith, was read, 
as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll the name of Lena B. 
Smith, widow of Green Clay Smith, late colonel Fourth Kentucky Cavalry 
and b: neral United States Volunteers, and to pay to her a pension 
of $50 per mon from and after the date of the passage of this act. 

Mr. MILNES. Let us hear the report. 
The report (by Mr. ANDERSON) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid P to whom was referred the bill (8.3381 
granting a pension to Lena D. Smith, havin, fully considered the facts an 


Nanas — resented, submit the follows K: — . 
na ihe, ting a pension o r mon this ciary 
passed the Senate fe i Fate $e thi -i 


1800; was favorably reported from this com- 
286, and passed the House with an amend- 
ment fixing the rate of pension at $30 per month on rng 29, 1896. The House 
to in the Senate and the bill passed June 2, 1896, 

granting her a pension at $30 per month. The President failed to approve 
bill, and ten days not ha elapsed between the date when he received 
ee l adjournment of Congress, June 11, 1896, the bill failed to 

me a law. 


In view of these facts the present bill was introduced and passed in the 
Senate December 14, 1596, on a verbal report of same by Senator VILAS from 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Your committee attach hereto their former report on Senate bill 1342, and 
in consonance therewith recommend the passage of this bill. 

House Report No. 843, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, n considered the bill 
(S. 1342) to pension Lena D. Smith, ey — as follows: 

Cla: the husband of claimant, was mustered into service 
‘une 9, 1846, as second lieutenant Company H. Biss Kentucky Cavalry, Mex- 

onths, and was mustered out June 
red in as colonel Fourth Kentucky 88 S 1862; 


States forces near Covington and Newport, Ky. He continued in active serv- 

past e and some of the time a division. 
until December 1, „when his resignation was accepted. e has a record 
of treatment for chronic diarrhea of two months’ standing in 1863. He was 
brevetted major-general of volunteers to date March 13, for meritorious 
services during the war. 

As is well known, General Smith died in this diy a short time ago, and the 
evidence presented to this committee shows that he left his widow without 
means of ee 

In view of his well-known services, he having rendered gallant and meri- 
torious services in two wars, and of the need of the widow, your committee 
recommend the passage of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN, Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of this bill? 

There was no objection. AA : , ; 

The CHAIR The question is now on laying the bill aside 
to be reported favorably to the House. 

—. MILNES. Does this bill provide for a pension of $50 4 
mon 
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1897. 

Mr. EVANS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILNES. Did it not before at $30 a month? 

Mr. EVANS. I will say to the gentleman that that was an 
accident—— 


Mr. MILNES. Well, Mr. Chairman, I move to amend the bill 
80 as to make the pension a month. 

Mr. EVANS. hope that amendment will be voted down. 
The uniform rule, I believe, has been to give at least $50 a month 
to the widow of a brigadier-general, and I am we sure there is 
no reason in this case why the House should act differently. To- 
day we gave two widows of this class more than that amount. 

Ar. CLARDY. Mr. Chairman, if the . from Michigan 
[Mr. MILNES] had known Green Clay Smith as I knew him, he 
would not make this objection. To we ed a bill giving a 

ion of $100 a month to the widow of an officer of similar rank, 

ere is a case in which we ask for the widow of a brigadier-general 

a pension of only $50 a month. It does seem to me the most rea- 

sonable thing in the world that the House should accede to this 
proposition. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Michigan. 5 5 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, I really believe 
that if my friend from Michigan could recall the services of Green 
Clay Smith, who was a Kentuckian in that part of the State that 
contributed so many men to the Southern cause, and who did so 
much to retain the State in the Union so far as the official action 
of the State was B many men went each way 
my friend would hardly wish to reduce this pension to the widow 
of a man who was so palant a soldier and who did so much for the 
Union. He rende valuable services in the Congress of the 
United States aside from his services in the Army. Mr. Chair- 
man, as to the widow of that officer—his services being of achar- 
acter that rendered the name of Green Clay Smith illustrious—I 
would hardly think any man on this floor, even my friend from 
Michigan, would interpose an objection, although he is desirous of 

ualizing the pensions of officers and soldiers. £ 

is pension is a small one, very small in comparison with the 
services rendered by General Smith, and it ought to be granted. 
Mr. MILNES. Ar. Chairman, I deny that I am opposed to 
granting anything more to the widow of a general than to a pri- 
vate. I believe there is a distinction, but the trouble is that we 
undertake to make it too great in this House, There are thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of the widows of soldiers in this 
country who are just as n and more dependent, perhaps, 
than the widow of this officer, widows of as gallant soldiers as 
ever carried a musket in any army on earth, and who are unable 
to get a pension of over $8 a mon I think it wrong to grans a 
pension that makes such a discrimination as this, and I hope, 
therefore, the amendment will prevail. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment, 

The garson was taken; and the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a 
favorable recommendation. 


ELIHU JONES, 


Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, this morning, under a request for 
unanimous consent, my friend from Pennsylvania inte an 
objection to the consideration of a bill for a blind soldier because 
it had not gone through the Committee of the Whole. This is an 
instance of a soldier who has become, as I understand it, entirely 
blind. Heserved through a large portion of the war, served seven 
years in the Regular Army, and performed gallant and proficient 
services. This is an exceptional case. He is in very feeble health 
and poor circumstances; and I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 5981) granting a pension 
to Elihu Jones, of Potwin, Butler County, Kans. 

Mr. MILES. Did the gentleman say that he served in the late 
War? 

Mr. BLUE. Les, sir. 

Mr. MILES. How long a time? 

Mr. BLUE. Well, I am not positive as to the exact time, but I 
think he probably served three years. He was seven years in the 

ar ph A 

Mr. RIN ARER. Was he a general? 

Mr. BLUE. No, sir; he was not. He was a captain. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the bill, after which 
the Chair will ask if there be objection to its present considera- 


on. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place the name of Elihu Jones. of Potwin. Butler 
County, Kans., late captain Company G. Eighth Illinois Infantry, on the pen- 
Ron roll ana pay him a pension of $0 per month from and after the passage 
of this act. 


The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the present considera- 
tion of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read in this connection. 


The report (by Mr. KIRKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 


5981) nting a pension to Elihu Jones, late captain Company G, ‘hth Nli- 
nois 2 Volunteers, having fully examined and considered the facts 
presented, respectfully report: 

Elihu Jones served as a member of 5 Regiment United 
States Artillery, from December, 1853, until h, 1860, when he was dis- 

under general orders. He spent some months in recruiting, and 

entered the volunteer service in April, 1861, as a member of Company G, 
Eighth Illinois Volunteers, beco: captain of the Som pany in Fe S 
1865, and serving in that capacity until October 7, 1864. He was wounded 
the right arm by a shell, and is now drawing a pension of $10 per month for 
that disability. His ee for additional pension on account of disease 
of the eyes was rejec by the Pension Office because he failed to prove 
treatment therefor in the service, on the ground that said disease existed 
poe to enlistment. There is no question raised as to the claimant's ha 
ost the sight of one eye years ago, and having almost entirely lost the use 
the other. There is an abundance of testimony showing that he wasa brave 
sg cert soldier, anda sober and temperate man, who took unusual care of 


t 

His title to an increase of pension turns upon the point whether disease of 
eyes existed prior to enlistment. The Pension Office held that it did, basing 

is action upon a special alte a which the e er says was hur- 
riedly made. An examination of the evidence on this point satisfies your 
committee that this action was erroneons, and that the of eyes origi- 
nated in the service as claimed. This belief is corroborated by the fact that 
claimant was able to perform efficient service for more than three years, 
and was not troubled 8 with his eyes until near the close of his serv- 
ice, as well as by the further fact that claimant served over seven years in 
the Regular Army prior to enlisting in the yolunteer service, and was a sound 
man during that period. 
mmittee believe Captain Jones equitably entitled to a higher pen- 


Your co: 
sion on account of his disability from his wound and his oni nag wa we 
of the bill, after being amended by strik- 


y recommend the t 
ing out the word of.“ in line 4; by striking out Potwin, Butler 9 5 i 
i 


Kans.,” in line 5; and by striking out all after the word “month,” in line 
and by striking out all after the word Jones,“ in the title of the bill. 

The amendments recommended bY the committee were agreed 
to, and the bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the 
House with a favorable recommendation. 


AMBROSE D. MANION. 


Nr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, I ask for the regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The regular order is demanded. 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Chairman, I ask the indulgence of the House 
fora moment. My term in this body is drawing to a close, and I 
have never yet asked the consideration of the House for a bill. I 
rise now to ask unanimous consent for the present consideration 
of a soldier’s case, who is old and bedridden, helpless; lying, per- 
haps, upon his death bed; an old man who has two 0 
wounds, is too feeble to help himself, who is partly paralyzed, and 
is afflicted with a disease which requires the attention of a nurse 
all the time. He is perfectly helpless, in other words; and unless 
he gets justice now and e he will never get it in this world. 
I hope gentlemen will allow me the privilege of asking the con- 
sideration of that bill at this time. 

Lask unanimous consent for the present consideration of the 
bill (H. R. 6215) to increase the pension of Ambrose Manion. 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, [have asked for the regular order. 

Mr. LEWIS. I hope the gentleman will not insist upon that. 
1 am satisfied if he understood the facts of this case he would not 

0 so. 

As I stated, this old man is bedridden, paralyzed, with two 
gunshot wounds, and suffers from a disease which requires the 
attention of a nurse all the time. I hope the gentleman will allow 
the bill to be considered at this time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill will be read, subject to the right 
of objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and ted to increase the pension of Ambrose D. Manion, 0! 
Munfordville, Ky., late of Company K. Kentucky Infantry, from $30 per 
month to $50 per month, and to issue a certificate 13 — and increas- 
ing his pension to said amount, in lieu of pension ce cate No, 10246 now 
held by said pensioner. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommend the adoption 
of the following amendment: > 

In line 5 strike out the words of Munfordville, Ky., 
the word month,“ strike out the remainder of the bi 

There being no objection, the bill was considered, and the amend- 
ments recommended by the committee were agreed to; and the 
bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I have a bill—— 

Mr. THOMAS. Let us have the regular order. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentlemanfrom Michigan 
demands the regular order. The Clerk will report 
the Calendar. 


and in line 7, after 


. THOMAS] 
e first bill on 


RUFUS H. PAYNE. 


The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1505) 
granting an increase of pension to Rufus H. Paine. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and ke is hereby, 
authorized and directed to piace on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Rufus H. Paine, late of Com- 
pany A, First Regiment New Hampshire Heavy Artillery, and pay him a 
pension at the rate of $12 per month in lieu of that he is now receiving. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside the bill with 
a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 

The report (by Mr. SuLLOWAY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid F (B. 1500) 
increase of pension to Rufus „ 


y report: 
e ptombe 


ad tion 
. oe creer 4 — 
of $8 on account 


ing 
veins and inary to {o left hing. 

On . filed a declaration for in: 
— from Ep causes, among other ht, and h 7 2 2 285 
5 8 = . 
sees C. C. Snellen’ s ye at s eet; ive eye had been removed, an 


Was wearing an 
The claim, 8 on the ground of No increase; rate 


was 
covers mys disabilities fot 
Under the 


neral 
but in addit: to this in 
the ex: 


ier has, to the mpor bent g 
board, a be se ani aloft i oldie ha hernia, r) 

ba mane Be gd rrr inju hand, almost total loss of t of t wy 
physical rally incapactt and the evidence further shows, in y 


ormance 
te 8 

Your committee oe N opinion mpeg ory =a — 
maximum rate under the act of 1800, and 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. TALBERT, Mr. Chairman, here is an application for an 
increase of pension to Rufus H. Payne. On June 23, 1891, accord- 
ing to the report, he was allowed a pension of $8 a ‘month on ac- 
count of rheumatism, varicose veins, and injury to left hand. On 
February 2, 1895, he filed a declaration for increase, alleging ag- 
feria disability from pensioned ee defective sight, and 

ernia. April 29, 1895, the examining board reports, among other 


t nt was e entitled to the 
y recommend 


things— 
A ec tem ht ob! ~ 
— hernia; teft oblique ingui hhysical * La Bay 2401 lique in- 
About the same that the reig 5 reported. The Pen- 
sion Bureau, 


after 5 ed the claim, . it on the 
pome of no increase. that the rate covers all the disabilities 

rmerly alleged, Now, the question is whether or not this House 
will overrule the decision of Pension Bureau, whose duty it is 
to examine carefully into all of these claims and to report prop- 
erly upon them. I think, sir, that we should stop and reflect 


before we go at a rapid and overturn the of the Pen- 
sion Bureau. I think man is dra a sufficient pension, 
according to all the . and I think this bill should not pass. 


I just want to call the attention of the House to this fact, that it 
seems to be evidently an attempt to overrule the decision of the 
Pension Bureau, without bringing forward any reasons whatever, 
according to the report of the committee. 

1 should be glad to hear from some member of the committee. 
Possibly the committee have something more to state in regard 
to this matter. This is a very short report. 

4255 THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call the attention of 

tleman from South Carolina [Mr. TaLBERT] to a portion 
e report farther down: 


ee the evidence further shows, in terms, that he is totally inca- 
pacitated for the performance of —— labor. 


Therefore he would be entitled to more than $12 a month, and 
the bill only provides for 812. The gentleman’s statement is cor- 
rect, so far as the first of. the report is concerned, as to the 
action of the Pension O: 

Mr. TALBERT. If the gentleman will allow ie; the point I 
make is that the Pension Bureau were in n of all the 
e in the report when they filed their eee. 

e man 

Mr. 8 I do not understand that to be so. If they 
were, then they overlooked some of the facts, because the evidence 

is certain! cient to give this man $12 per month. 

Chass sly sul Ido not propose to make any fight against 

ting of a pension. I only wanted to call the attention of 
the ouse 5 this disposition to overrule the decisions of the Pen- 
sion pea ope which I think is wrong and setting a dangerous 
precedent, 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


JARED S. CHAMBERLAIN, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 878) 
granting a pension to Jared S, Chamberlain. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior 2 and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 


and rere mp of the pension laws, the name of Jared 8. Chamberlain, late 
a private in Company E, Twenty-third Ohio Volunteers. 


TheCHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside the bill with 
a favorable 1 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read. 


The report (by Mr. PICKLER) was read, as follows: 
nvalid Pensions, to 1 was referred the bill (S. 878) 
Lege to Jared 8. Chamberlain, e a eee 
ying Benai as their own, eae 


sa: Doar Report No. 96, Pity oar eee eee 


t, Jared S. Chamberlain, 
25th 
a e EER 


Ais | He on a = da; 2 3 
o uen W ears a 
time ¢ of — be was able 


tat t 
record further show; that be x 83 a gunshot sod of ood it the 
at the 


jo proot that nel ai to the service and continued wi 


ose of the war. It 
was received the sight of his Fa right eye 


re 2 ttt baforet 


t the sight of 
9 woun 


8 seai ee that he —— 
ex can not 


pe nthe 8 armx . — 
F 5 tim afte 

By Chamberlain's affi Sya his eon rs, it it appears that his 
8 — 4 9 has been constan from the 
date of the receipt of “ot the 3 e e to. ana — now 88 years of age and 
eg el upon manual ‘or rt, his abiliiy to porton labor 


ng not only b; vanced age, but likewise b — hysi 
sehen dl — Ava t. A — rious deen o eh n ey fis 9 5 tn ha 
u rejec! ion Departmen: ont an mpt at a review 
of the ony, which is yery voluminous a 1284 The sto 


ing — a — by = tnoontradict testimo ny of 3 

esses on the reco’ Chamberlain's e; was good before; 

that it became impaired immedia upon the of the ‘ound, and 

. an impaired 5 2 ped in this s ERZE t 
Wo reco: 

recommends that the bill do pass. oe * 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of perfectin, 
this bill, I offer an amendment. 5 ae s 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

am — bore peed = thd letter itn nee “volunteers,” and add 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

MARGARET O'DONNELL. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4828) for the relief of Margaret O’Donnell, nurse, United States 
Volunteers. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the eat od Mang the ages be, and he is hereby, 


authorized and directed op on roll the name of Margared 
0 3 pay her at th © 5 pan ii nsion as provided for army nurses by 
the act of Congress approved August 


The CHAIRMAN. The ee e is on laying aside the bill with 
a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hove the report. 

The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 


The Committee d Pensions, to whom ref 2 the 
y for the relief of t O'Donne! ‘tfully re we N 
e 


claim of this woman under the of ie jected 
eee eee Gy taut wea the ground. 3 


claimant's service as nurse during but a certifi- 
cate filed by her it appears that she tox pe reni No 56 
£ the Interior, on appeal, 


said act. 

The ain Re peal, decided that the action of the Pen- 
sion Office in rejecting the claim o on Ky 5 7 7 was wrong, and he 
directed that the claim be reopened. examination for 
the purpose of 3 — —.— by iarann autho ity ä rendored 
the services as nurse, whi e Secretary to be prima 
shown to have been rendered, that claimant becaifod upon toturniah adai 
tional once u that ‘thet ech of her case. The onl <á point on which the 
ö have any doubt is as to whether the services shown to 
have been rendered were 8 9 authority. The evidence shows 

t her husband was a me: r of 

BS 1 5 55 Light park of the Bi and that she was with the batte: 

acting a he 


6 as laundress, and when any of 
were — ursing th 


em. 
go heed ve e wpe Ace of the com join in a petition that she 
be pensioned, saying that she was constantly with them from 1862 to 1865, 
never absented herself one day from her — or duty, aes was ever ready to 
proses aid and comfort to the members of the company; that she is an invalid 
* rheumatism contracted in the service of her coun 
è testimony of the members of the company shows t at she did actuall 
nurse them when sick, and that her services were greatly needed in view 
the fact that there was no surgeon or t sargon with them. 
In view of these facts, the committee are willin i 
requirement of the law as to em spionen by authority recognized b; 
War Department, and they there’ recommend the passage of the bi 
Mr. MILNES. Iam quite positive in my own mind, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the beneficiary of this bill is 


there is no use in up any more time. 


enty-second Battery, New York 
from 1862 to 
e members of 


to waive the technical 
the 


ead. If that be true 
1 think it is a bill 


tha 

evesigh T 
3 
also appoars nz 

t since 
eak and 
his 
ed 
| 
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that I had something to do with last winter, and the husband of 
this lad 2 told me since this session began that his wife is 
dead. itive that that is the case. 

Mr. THO} 8. Zos was introduced by my colleague from 
Michigan [Mr. BISHOP]. 

Mr. MILNES. I pet that the bill be passed without prejudice. 
If it is laid over, we can get the necessary information. 

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Chairman, I introduced this bill by request, 
and wees nothing in regard to its merits. 

Mr. DOCKERY: The question of fact is raised as to whether 
the beneficiary is dead. 

Mr. THOMAS. I ask that the bill be laid aside without preju- 


dice 

Mr. MILNES. I make that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan asks unani- 
mous consent that the bill be laid aside without prejudice, retain- 
ing its place on the Calendar. Is there objection? [ a pause. ] 
The Chair hears none. 

ISABELLA MORROW. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1128) 

granting a pension to Isabella Morrow. 

The bill en read, as follows: 


Pes 5 FFT 
authorized upon 

of the late ee os Morrow, colonel of the Twen l 
United States Infan colonel and brevet major-gene’ gnent 


States Army, and pay a pension of $76 per mon 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read. 
Mr. THOMAS, I desire to offer an amendment. 
The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 
f 
granting a pension to Tabella N is, to whom was referred the hill (8.1138) 
Port No Mu, and in view of the o facts there n set forth, and the further fact 
t evidence before this of this bill 


ee Gop apt 
ent u ers for care su o rse. 
he = ; that sho is now about 60 years o 9 


800 henlcdr. and and is without property, your commi 
82 80 the bill. 
[Senate Report No. 240, Fifty- fourth Congress, first session.] 


The Commi! on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1128) grant- 
g a pension to lla Morrow, after consideration, make a favorable report 
— when amended, at the rate of $75 per month, which is done in com- 


Col. Henry A. Morrow, whose widow the bill proposes to pensian, was born 
in Virginia July me 1829. At the age of 17 he volunteered for service in ma 
Mexican war, serving = the campaign of General Taylor from 
Monterey, taking part in the battle of Monterey. In [854 he the be 
tice of law at De and three years later he was elected to the honorable 


positon of judge of Eoi an recorder's court of the city of Detroit tor a term of 
Seite ont outbreak of the war of the rebellion found Ju 


83 e meeting — matt at trot on orth 


— on the a 


ee rogimentt © oJ aoge awe the en Po of us wat 

Assign e Iron Brigade of the Arm e PO o Michigan 

recruits were but coldly received by the ac Boe C 

who made up that fam: but at 5 the men of the 
comrades, and 


at Gettysburg they won high T y 
Stone arrows oA Histo 2 


Volunteers, July, 1862. Joined Arm; 
bu d in ba tle of Frederi FF ; 
„and in battle c mber, ng, 
SeN ted in pat hal of ee h Oranii cell, r in ep 
in panera’ order from First 


former 8 and eee tor promotion for con- 
duct. April, 1863, commanded two ie eee in expedition Port 

ow 8 on Ra ver. Com ented in 
order from my four ho Corps for “en — an in march of nearly 36 


Band for ne Soran t manner in ogi the expedi 


was accomp! Eve ents in ex tion down 
“Northern ished, ov 8 ies 
In cam throngh land and P 


burg, July 1, 1965, and wounded whil 
color bearers been killed and three srounded. 
— to 8 N when esca] j 
th Army of Potomac winter 1863-64, in comman 
r, Va. Severely wounded E in battleof Wilderness. While 


88 8 N Augus by ident to 
moray Auge anded Iron o from Peters- 

burg to to Washington 8 — 5 alge e ted in d review of Army of Poto- 
n order of War Departm to command gt yeteran regi- 

n na m ion iment a Wisconsin} Indiana, 2 and con- 

—— to CCC 


into a division of Arm 
Mustered out of volun’ 


of Tennessee. 
service July, 


REGULAR ARMY. 


to command of this division, 


ined E Infantry, as 1866; 


-sixth 
ptember, 1867, at For Bandera, 
command of regiment, win 
1869, Command of Fort Faerie T T; Ser 
O., June, 


en 8 


5 of Utah and 
bor to October, 1874, when ordered 


ovember, 
ent in New Orleans winter 
T, 


, Nebr., from Se; 
Or 


June, 


Indianapo! ind N 
an 
ovember. pecially commended by 
conductat Scranton. On 
try, 


July y and ee — 


BREVETS. 
Colonel in gy ne be yA for gallant and meritorious services in battle of 
8 f vol for gallantand ished services d 
r-general of volun or capone gr fe ices dur- 
ing n before Bi volunteers, for dis- 


g . and pona acne — — — for good conduct before Peters- 
urg, Va. 


Was nominated by President and confirmed by F 
brevet. bri; eral in Army, for gallantry at Ge 
Commission not issued because an act of rari —. forbade . 

except in time of actua! 


l war. 

Honorably mentioned in reports of battles of Fredericksbu: (Rec nny 
Crossing, or second battle of ericks e ee, oe 
Wilderness, and Hatchers Run; in 

ry of 5. ln try; rye AG City 'sDanger an 
fense, ton, 1887 aye s Promenade au Tour du monde, 1871, 

and Chancellorsville an 9 by Doubl sey 1882. 

The passage of the bill as amended is recommend 


Mr. DANIELS. Mr. Chairman, I eases 

Mr. THOMAS. I desire to offer an amendment. 

Bon TANU Mr. Chairman, I trust the amendment pro- 

y the gentleman from Michigan will not prevail. 

pow Ua MAN. The amendment has not wet been read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I offer the follo amendment. I desire to 
say that this bill passed the Senate at $75 a month, and the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions re it at per month, There 
was an error on the part of the clerk in ing it $75. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

In line 82 strike out the words “sevent Ave and insert the word “ fifty; 
so as to read, “a pension of $50 per mon 

Mr. DANIELS. Mr. Chairman, I trust the bill will pass as it 
passed the Senate, at$75a month. The career of the 
soldier has been a most remarkable eres. perhaps as much so as 
any other — who was engaged in the military service of the 
country, commenced as a mere boy, at the age of 17, and en- 
listed in the United States Army for service in the Mexican war, 
and was in the Mexican war under General Taylor until the war 
closed, Then he retired from the Army and studied law. He was 
elected to the office of recorder of the city of Detroit, and while he 
was holding that office and soon after its commencement the civil 
war broke out, and he then enlisted at once in the service of the 
United States in the civil war. He served through the civil war. 
and while in a large portion of the battles, he remained there until 
the close of the war, and was then mustered out of the service, 
advancing from the tion of private to that of an officer. He 
then enlisted in the Regular Army, and was brevetted major-gen- 
“ral for distinguished services in the civil war, and also brevetted 
brigadier-general for services in the Army. His career 

been a most remarkable one, perhaps more so than that of any 
other officer whose case has been submitted to the consideration 
of this House in an app hokon o for a pension. He is now d 
and his widow, 60 years of age, has a youn, g child to care for, an 
has no resources for her support or that of the child beyond that 
obtained by her own exertions. The case is one thatis entirely and 
thoroughly meritorious, and I trust that the amendment will not 
prevail and that the bill will pass as it the Senate. 

Mr. MILNES. Mr. Chairman, the House very well knows I 
have been opposed to all pensions of this dimension; but if there 
ever was a worthy case, this is one of them, Iam well acquainted 
with the services of Colonel Morrow, and no more gallant man 
ever went into the Union Army. He was three times wounded, 
and every time with the colors in his hand, having taken the col- 
ors from the color bearer after being shot down. Four of them 
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were shot down at Gettysburg. He was wounded at Gettysburg 
on the first day of the battle, and he was again wounded in the 
Wilderness and was again carrying the colors; and again at 
Hatchers Run, where he was carrying the United States colors in 
the front of his regiment. If there ever was a worthy case, this is 


one. 

Mr. MERCER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to second the remarks 
made by the two preceding gentlemen. Colonel Morrow was not 
only in the Mexican war, but he was in the civil war, and then 
later engaged in a great many Indian wars. His widow lives in 
my district, is over 60 years of age, has a son dependent on her for 
support, and she is almost entirely without means. She has 
another son, who entered the Re Army and is there to-day, 
working his way up by studious application to the duties of his 
position, and, I believe, is now second lieutenant by meritorious 
service. It shows that Colonel Morrow and his descendants are 
of a patriotic order. They belong to that class of citizenship 
which believes in protecting the American Union and the Ameri- 
can flag at all times and under all circumstances. 

I sincerely trust, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of this House, 
that you will grant this lady $75 at least, because this is a Senate 
bill, and if you amend it now and reduce the amount to $50, the 
bill would be returned to the Senate and go through another 
legislative ordeal. The gentleman from New York . Wans- 
WORTH] calls my attention to the fact that one widow has re- 
ceived $75 and another $100 a month at the hands of this House 
to-day. But aside from that, the record of General Morrow 
would entitle his widow to at least $75 a month pension, and I 
trust this House will vote down the amendment of my friend 
[Mr. THomas], who is simply doing his duty as instructed by his 
committee, and give to this widow a pension of $75 a month, to 
which she is justly entitled. [Applause.] 

The C MAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Michigan. 

The question was taken; and the Chairman announced that the 
noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. BELL of Colorado. Division! 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 22, noes 68, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

JOSEPH E. VANTINE. 


Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Chairman, I ask the consent of this com- 
mittee to hear a report read. Iwill not venture to ask unanimous 
consent for the consideration of the bill until after the committee 
shall have heard the report and I shall have made one or twostate- 
ments. 

The CHAIRMAN, Is there objection to the reading of the 


i yg 8 X 
r. DOCKERY. I have no objection, Mr. Chairman, but I 


would like a 5 myself. nent) 


The report (by Mr. MILES) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7969) to increase the pension of . Vantine, late first-class fireman on 
the U. S. 8. RANA, United States Navy, having carefully examined and 
fully considered the facts presented, respectfully 8 pacha 

Joseph E. Vantine enlisted in the United States Navy May 19, 1857, as sec- 
ond-class fireman on the U. S. S. Minnesota; promoted to first-class fireman 
May 26, 1857, and served as such to June 10, 1859, when 8 

e reenlisted as first-class fireman July 13, 1861, and served on the North 
Carolina to July 27, 1861; on the Richmond from i, has 1861, to August 29, 
a 7 — the 5 from August 30, 1864, to September 9, 1864, when honor- 
a harg x 

7 E. Vantine was the first man to the use of chain cables 
hung over the sides of vessels for protection from the enemy's missiles, and 
the efficiency of the device was demonstrated 7 Commodore t's 


b 
in the of Forts 
ackson and St. Phillip, and the encounter with the Confederate ram, and it 
resulted in the capture of New Orleans, La. This 
afterwards on board the Kear: in her pr of the Alabama. 

In the attack on Fort H»dson. „March 14, 1863, a shot from the enemy's 
guns struck the boilers of the Richmond, and the fire room and other 
of the vessel were filled with steam, when he, under great difficulties, w 
the fires from under the boilers and prevented them from exploding, thus 
saving the ship and perhaps many lives. While this was being done, he be- 
came exhausted from the heat and ee Set and had to be relieved 
every few moments, until by his persistent intrepidity and assiduous efforts 
the grand work was accomplished. For this heroic act he received 
complimen mention in the Admiral's Report ia was afterwards pre- 
sented with a bronze medal of honor” b of Congress.’ 

Joseph L. Vantine is now pensioned at gle r month, under the act of June 
NN , for injury to back and ase of rectum. 

The proof submitted to your committee shows that claimant received an 
injury to his back about July, 1861, while removing a of an iron ventilator 
from the port coal bunker of his vessel, and that injury was enhanced 
and the disability vated by the arduous work at Port Hudson, La., in 
March, 1863, and the disability has increased with his advancing years; and 
that he had a stroke of apoplexy August 6, 1895, and is now ering with 
complete paralysis of the right side and entire loss of the power of speech; 
and that he is now totally and permanently helpless, and, Paronen says, 
“will probably never be any better.“ He has Ores minor e n and 
wife, entirely dependent, and with no income except his small pension; and 
he is now in such condition as to require the care and attention of another 


person. 
In view of the testimony, from which it is reasonable to conclude that his 
ysis is a result of his naval service, and in view of his gallant and meri- 
ous service, your committee earnestly recommend the passage of the 
without amendment. 


Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Chairman—— 
Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. I call for the regular order. 
Mr. WILLIS. I hope the gentleman will not call for the regular 
order until I shall have made a remark or two. 
Gin LOUDENSLAGER. I call for the regular order, Mr. 
irman. 


The CHAIRMAN. The regular order is called for, and the 
Clerk will report the next bill. 


MRS. SARAH B. LEET. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1682) 
granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Sarah B. Leet. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mrs. Sarah B. Leet, widow 
of the late Byt. Lieut. Col. Geo Leet, United States Army, at the rate 
of $25 per month, which rate of per month shall be in lieu of the pension 
she is now receiving. 


Mr. McCLELLAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. ERDMAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1 
entitled A bill granting an increase of Teao to Mrs. Sarah B. Leet, 
leave to 12 * following report, and recommend that said bill do pa 

George K. e tery 
—— 29, 1862, and served therewith to J ay 1863. Served in the office d 

tant eee e e 5 . of Tennessee, unt 
discharged T 29, ving m appoin captain assistan 
adjutant-general United States Volunteers, October 5 
assistant adjutant-general United States Volunteers, Fe 25, 1865; 
assistant quarte 1866 


8 h 23, 1366 
€ nited States Army, March 2, for taer 
and meritorious services during the war); on staff duty at General Grant's 
headquarters from October 29. 1883, to March 4, 1869; on duty at the War 
Department March 1, 1870; honorabl 3 August 1, 1870. 

0 8 shows that in 1862-83, ae an —.— Mer gatcwol. Miss., 
Geo Leet contracted camp diarrhea and erysi; and was sent 
h meal but the ental h. tal records are not on fils. zd 


January 23, 1884: 
“T certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief . George K. Lee’ 
assistant nit States A y; p oom from diarrhı $ 
g his service in Washington on the 8 
of the General of the Army, from the autumn of 1865 to the winter of 1868; 
se occasionally prescribed for him for this disease.“ 


e t testifies that after leaving the Arm her husband contin 
to suffer from diarrhea, g what remedies were prescribed, but r 
is unable to ony from any ph; until 


£ 
he suffered | his bo ag) 
this soldier for piles, bilious 


Dr. J. B. Griswold testifies that the soldier died March 26, 1881, the imme- 
diate cause of death being phthisis A ang meg Just what the precise nature 
1 me htop h, with 8 anil Trglen = 

a 00) an in 
ro was diarrhea, abd tu 


The soldier only lived three or four weeks after 3 his charge. 
The soldier gave him a history of chronic diarrhea con ted in the Army 
and which continued 3 or less severity ever since. 

Mrs. Sarah B. Leet is the ow of K. Leet. She was married to 
him February 18, 1864, and is now 59 years g She has never remarried, and 
has no means of support except by her children. 

ue has one aooe ohna, d. dent upon Den aa 

e was a on . — of Congress approx. 4. 1884. 

The rate fixed by the Pension u was > per — and g per month 
additional for each of three minor children who were not then 16 years of age. 
meral law (act of March 19, 1886) the pension was increased to $12 
FAR commencing from the date of the act, at which rate the cishuant ie 
now pensioned. But one child is now under 16 years of age, consequently 
the amount of pension actually received by claimant is $14 per month. 

Your committee therefore earnestly recommend the passage of the Senate 
bill, appending the report of the Senate Committee on Pensions, as follows: 


(Senate Report No. 295, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1682 t- 
ing an increase of ponsion to Mrs. Sarah B. Leet, have conaidared the sams 
Tre 


an rt: ` 

Ta this case the claimant was ted a pension by special act of Con; 
approved July 4, 1884. The rate fixed by the Pension Bureau was 85 per 
month and $2 a month additional for each of three minor children who were 
not then 16 years of age. 

By general law (act of March 19, 1886) the pension was increased to $12 per 
month, commencing from the date of the act, at which rate the claimant is 


On August 1, 1870, on his own er 
hi 


troubles and diseases pare therefrom, contracted in the line of duty. 

8 support and is dependent wholly upon her 
own earnings. Under the circumstances your co ttee believe this to be 
a meritorious case for increase, and they acco’ 


rdingly recommend that thi 
bill be passed with an amendment so as to provide a pension for this claiman 
at the rate of $25 a mouth. N 

Amend by striking out the word “thirty wherever it occurs in line 8 of 
said bill, and insert in lieu thereof the word “twenty-five.” 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with tha 
recommendation that it do pass. 
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ANNIE SCHIFIRLI. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was a bill (H. R. 
7821) granting a pension to Annie Schifirli. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Annie Schi- 
firli, widow of John E. Schifirli, late parate; Company M, First Regiment 
United States Reserve Corps Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and to pay her a 
pension at the rate of a month, subject to the provisions and limitations 
of the general pension laws. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report, Mr. Chairman. 

The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
4496) granting a pension to Annie Schifirli, beg leave to submit the following 
report: 

ohn E. Schifirli served in Company M, First United States Reserve Co’ 
uri Volunteer Infantry, from May 22, 1861, to August 20, 1861, when he 


was honorably discha: 
The ‘widow Â now pensioned at $8, under act of June 27, 1890. She was 


in 1842 to the soldier, who died in the county infirmary February 22, 
1885. The widow is shown to be totall d, and so helpless as to require 
the regular aid and attendance of another person; that she is totally desti- 
tute, and is supported by a son-in-law. view of her helplessness and 
destitution, it is recommended that the bill do after being amended by 
striking out all after the title and substituting the . 

He it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the retary of the Interior be. and 
he is hereby, authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name 
of Annie Schifirli, widow of John E. li, late private Company M, First 
Regiment United States Reserve Corps Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and to 

y her a pension at the rate of $20 a month, subject to the provisions and 
Ervitations of the general pension laws.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, the House ought to understand 
that this is pension legislation of a kind that they may not desire 
to approve. It is an attempt to pension the widows of soldiers 
according to their disabilities. If you are going to do that, do it 
by general legislation. There are thousands upon thousands of 
ep ite of disabled soldiers suffering from different degrees of 
disability, and if you are going to do justice to them all, you will 
either pass 10,000, or perhaps 100,000, private bills for their benefit, 
or you will enact some 8 law fixing the rate of pension for dis- 
abled widows as you do in the case of old soldiers. The question 
presented in this case is whether or not you are going to pension 
widows according to their disability. 

Mr. MILES. ‘Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that this 
bill be laid aside without prejudice. 

The CHAIRMAN. Isthere objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland? 

Mr. ALLEN of Utah. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made, and the question recurs 
on laying the bill aside to be reported to the House with a favor- 
able recommendation. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment 


fact that this lady is now receiving 88 per month. I understand 
that she is totally blind. That is all that I think it necessary to 
say. As the gentleman from Pennsylvania says, this bill is based 
on the physical condition of this widow and her necessity, and it 
ought to 79252 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, to-day we passed a pension bill 
that was based solely upon the infirmities, the age, and the need of 
awidow. That pension bill carried with it $100 per month. It was 
the widow of a good soldier in that case; it is the widow of a good 
soldier in the present case. The difference is that in the former 
case it was the widow of an officer who, when he was in the serv- 
ice, was allowed from four to six horses, with forage for them, and 
a servant to take care of them, while in this case it is the widow 
of a private soldier who trudged along on foot. We have been 

g bills here based upon the condition, the circumstances, the 
þnfirmities, and the necessities of widows, so far as the widows of 
officers are concerned. Why should we not do it so far as private 
soldiers are concerned? 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Do I understand that my friend 
from Kansas [Mr. BLUE] is in favor of this bill, or has he changed 
his position in respect tothe interest of private soldiers when their 
cases come before the House? On behalf of the private soldiers 
of the Union Army, with whom I had the most intimate connec- 
tion for more than four years, I ask that this bill may receive the 
generous consideration of this committee, in accord with what I 
trustis the wish and desireof my friend from Kansas. 1 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Chairman, in perfect consonance with what 
said this afternoon, as I understand that this widow was the wife 
of a soldier during the war, having married him in 1842, and as 
we pensioned the case of my friend from New York this afternoon 
at 1 a month, I am going to vote for this bill. [Laughter and 
applause. 

r. CURTIS of New York. Thank God for that! [Laughter.] 

Mr. BLUE. If I understand this case correctly, if it was proper, 
in the case of my friend from New York, to pension the infirmities 


of the widow of a general at the rate of $100 a month, certainly 
it will not bankrupt the Treasury to pension this poor woman at 
$20 a month. Therefore I shall cast my vote for this bill, in line 
with what I said this afternoon. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I voted against the proposi- 


tion to give the widow of General Gibbon $100 a month, but it was 
carried here almost unanimously. I voted also against the pen- 
sion bill for the widow of General Nichols, at I believe, the same 
amount, 

A MEMBER, That was $75 a month. 

Mr. TALBERT. I voted against those bills because I did not 
believe they were right, but they passed here all the same. 

Laughter.] We gave a pension this evening to the widow of 
eneral Smith at the rate of $50 a month. e gave the widow 
of Colonel Morrow, who was only a brevet major-general, $75 a 
month, and Iam astonished that any gentleman here, especially 
on the Democratic side, should get up now and move to reduce 
the allowance se cer r and totally blind woman from $20 to $8 
amonth. [Applause. 

I stand here ready to give this blind widow of a private soldier 
as much as you gave the widow of General Gibbon or General Nich- 
ols or Colonel Morrow, or any other officer. I think she is just as 
much entitled to a liberal pension as the widows of those officers. 
I can understand why Republicans in this House do some things 
sometimes [laughter], but I can not understand why Democrats 
should walk through here like greyhounds to vote one-hundred- 
dollar pensions to the widows of bri, 5 and yet should 
sit quietly by when an effort is e to reduce the pension of the 
poor blind widow of a private soldier from $20 a month to $8. 
shall support this bill with all my heart at $20a month; and I would 

willing to give this widow more in justice to the claims of the 
private soldier on account of her being totally blind, but I shall 
always 66 any extravagant or unjust pension claim, as I have 

e 


me in t. 

„Mr. MILES. Mr, Chairman, I shall support this bill very cor- 
dially; and I want to be understood as withdrawing my motion 
to lay it aside. I thought there would be some debate over the 
bill and that the measure might be endangered in the absence of 
my friend from Kansas [Mr. BAKER]; but I find that he is now 
paent and I do not believe, since the eloquent speech of my 

iend from South Carolina [Mr. TALBERT], that the bill is in any 
danger at all. I shall support the bill; but I want it understood 
that in doing so I am following the lead of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, who is consistent, and not the lead of the gentle- 
man from Kanae [r BLUE], who is inconsistent. 

The CHAIR . The question is on the adoption of the 
amendment. e 

Mr. THOMAS. Was not the amendment withdrawn? 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair did not so understand. 

The question . the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the House with a 
favorable recommendation. 


CHARLES H. TWOMEY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2257) to increase the pension of Charles H. Twomey. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is h 
authorized and directed to place dete 2 : 
vate of Company H, One hundred and 3 Regiment Indiana Infantry 


. 
paid him. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 


In line 8, strike out “seventy-two” and insert thirty; so as to mak 
rate of pension $30 per Ease eg J 9 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report. 
The report (by Mr. KIRKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R: 
2257) entitled “A bill to increase the pension of Charles H. Twomey,” beg 
leave to submit the following report, and recommend that said bill * pass 
with an amendment: 

Charles H. Twomey enlisted May 10, 1884, and was mustered out with his 
company as corporal Company H, One hundred and thirty-ninth Indiana 
Infantry Volunteers, September 29, 1864, and honorably 3 

He filed claim for pension May 16, 1885, alleging that he in deafness of 
right ear at Mumfordsville, Ky., wid 7, 1864, from firing a gun containing 
three charges, ca ulceration of the ears. 

He was pensioned September 16, 1886, at $2 per month from May 16, 1895 
(date of filing claim), for total deafness right ear. His pension was increased 
to $4 from November 15, 1887, and to $10 from August 27, 1888. 


He filed a claim August 3, 1892, under act of June 27, 1890, alleging deafness 
and blindness, and was os under that act from August 3, „ at 812 
per month for total blindness of both eyes. 


The board of 1 at ville, Ind., who examined him 
June 17, 1885, certified to his total deafness of right ear and that the tym- 
panum of left ear was perforated, resulting in slight deafness of left ear,” 
and each of the six boards which examined after that date described the 
condition of left ear approaching more closely each year to loss of hearing in 
that ear. Under these examinations heshould haye received $20 or more per 
month since August 27, 1886. 

He lost his 3 in 1890 from an accident, occurring since the war, and 
not due to his itary service, the first mention of it being made DI tae 
board of examining surgeons at Martinsville, Ind., August 6, who 
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re te DORE “almost total deafness of right ear and severe 
deafness of left ear,” but the Pension Bureau then refused to give him more 
than $10 per month. 2 
The applicant is now totally deaf, as your committee believe, from causes 
arising in his military service, and is also totally blind from an 2 
since the wür, and 5 committee are of opinion that he show 


occurrin, 

have at least $30, the on for total deafness of both ears, and recommen 
— — . bill be amended by striking out the word “seventy-two,” in line 8, 
an there 


of insert the word thirty,“ and, as amended, earnestly 
urge the passage of the bill. 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I offer an amendment to per- 
fect the bill. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
In line 8 strike out the words the sum“ and insert a pension.” 
The CHAIRMAN. The first question is on the amendment 
rted by the committee. 
e amendment was agreed to. 
The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. THomas, it 
was to 


agreed to. s 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. : 


re 


HENRY SLAUGHTER. 


77 next business on me See poner: eee bill (H. R. 
5 ing increase of pension ug 7 
The ill a read, as follows: ez 

Be it en eto., . the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


authorized an to on the roll the name of 
3 private in OAY A, Fourteenth Regiment of Indiana Vol 


The report (by Mr. KIRKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 
Your ttee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the ee 


Commi' th 

2725) entitled A bill ting increase of pension to Henry Sla à 

rie te — San folowing report, and recommend that ad sit do pass 
out amendment: 

Henry Ga ma ag enlisted June 7, 1861, as private, Com: Fourteenth 
Indiana Infantry Volunteers, and was E N tmtoetien Juno 
16, 1864. He reenlisted as private, pany A, Fourth United States Artil- 
lery, October 7, 1864, and was honorably as sergeant October 6, 
12 having fait 


loft arm was 


ring prostate d 
Aite tle of the Wilderness, Virginia, 
wound of left hand, ball t 
tating amputation at me 


p. 
another gunshot wound of left arm, 


third, passing ard and upward, injuring both bones of forearm, and 
making exit at posterior surface, 2 inches above the entrance. 

He filed claim for pension July 20, 1864, and his claim was allowed Fe 
16, 1872, ae per month from June 17, 1804. deductin; period of su uent 
service. pension was increased to $10 from April 4, 1876, and to $12 from 
February 24, 1886, for gunshot wounds of left arm, hand, and testicle, at 
whic? rate he is now pensioned. 


15 The board at Greenville rated him 
and the board at Brazil, Ind., said, May 2, 1894: 

y crippled because of these wounds, and unable to doany 
kind of manual labor requiring the use of both hands.“ 

The Pension Bureau gives no reason for cy Seca nine increase claims 
during this period, wherein he is shown to have sop titled tosame, 
tthe arbit: dictum of the medical referee of “no 45 

eve the bill is meritorious and the claimant clearly 
entitled, and therefore earnestly recommend the passage of the bill. 
Mr. THOMAS. For the purpose of perfecting the bill, I offer 
the amendment which I send to the EPRS 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 6 strike out the letter “s” at the end of volunteers“ and insert the 
word “infantry.” 

to. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 
JANE CUNNINGHAM. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5068) to grant a pension to Jane Cunningham, widow of James 


9 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, 
instructed to place upon the pension roll the name of Jane 8 
widow of James Cunningham, late of Company B. Seventh Wisconsin In- 
5 to pay her a pension of $12 per month from and after the passage 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report. 
The report (by Mr. THOMAS) was read, as follows: 


his poverty and distress, 
resulting from JVC 


de committed suicide. 


Tho widow's claim under the general law was rejected by the Pension Of- 
fice, and the rejection affirmed by the Secretary of ic 3 on the ground 
that the evidence did not satisfactorily show that the soldier's death was duo 
to causes arising in the service. The certificate of examination m de 
June, 1886, shows that at that time he was totally blind in one eye and coul 
not distinguish any of ‘‘ Mellen's test types“ with the other. When the 
claim was finally allowed, a short time after the soldier's death, his rate 
was fixed at $30 per month. 

Your committee are of opinion that the soldier was so despondent on 
count of his condition and so discouraged use his claim was not allow 
that he became mentally unbalanced, temporarily at least, and that while so 
mentally 5 in consequence thereof,took his own life, and thé 

is therefore recommended with an amendment, strikin 
“instructed,” in lines 3 and 4, and inserting in lieu th 
the words, “ authorized and directed.” 

The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 

In lines 3 and 4, strike out the word “instructed” and insert the words 
“authorized and directed.” 


a CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend- 


men 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, the House ought to know what 
this bill is about. We have in this case an attempt to prove that 
suicide is of service origin. [Laughter.] We have done many 
strange things in pensioning soldiers and their widows, and I do 
not know that we ought to be astonished at this proposition; but 
here is a deliberate attempt to pension the widow of a soldier who 
committed suicide lo ter the war, at the rate she would have 
received if the soldier died of some disease of service origin. 
So that, as I say, the bill practically undertakes to determine that 
suicide may be of service origin. I move to amend so as to make 
this pension B a month, instead of $12. 

Mr. THO. Mr. I hope the amendment of the 
8 from Pennsylvania will not prevail, for several reasons, 

is that this man was receiving a pension at the rate of $30 per 
month for injuries received in the service and in the line of duty. 
Had he not committed suicide the widow would have been un- 
8 8 under the general law at $12 a month; and 
that is 6 bill asks. I think it is merely an act of justice and 
that it should prevail. 

I might add that the fact he committed suicide saves the Gov- 
ernment the difference between $12 a month and $30 a month, if 
you allow that sum to the widow. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend in line 7 by striking out twelve“ and inserting “ eight; “ so as to 
read $8 per month. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is first on agreeing to the com- 
mittee amendment. 

The committee amendment was agreed to. 

The question was taken on the amendment proposed by Mr, 
ERDMAN, and it was rejected. ' j 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation, 


LEWELLYN D. KING, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
7849) to pension Lewellyn D. King. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the roll of the United States 
the name of Lewellyn D. King, of Oriskany Falls, N. V., late a private in Com- 
pany E, Eighty- New York Volunteers, at the rate of $30 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report in that case. 
The report (by Mr. POOLE) was , as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7349) to pension Lewellyn D. King, bes leave to submit the following reports 
This soldier enlisted October 17, i 
ice for liver complaint and general debility. 


1887, on the ground that the evidence 


Claim under act of June 27, 1800, filed O! 
20, 1892, on the ground of no disability except that due to venereal disease. 


he was examined on Sep- 
tember 22, 1892, stated that they foand claimant in bed, to which he had been 
confined for ten years. He was unable to sit or stand, and without perce 
Hon Bae foe Could not button his clothes or feed himself. They carefully 
e all paid lon usually affected by venereal disease, and found them 
free from any evidence of having ever been affected thereby. In their opin- 
ion venereal disease is not a factor in his disabilities. 

Dr. Foster P. Utley, of Danville, N. V., testifies that claimant's disability 
could not be of venereal origin, as ‘he never heard of such a case resulting 
from venereal disease. 

The claim was evident! en principally on the testimony of Dr. James 
H. Glass and Dr. Judson J. bourn, surgeons at St. Luke's Hospital, Oneida, 
N. V., where claimant went for treatment in 1885, both of whom were young 
men who knew nothing of him aside from what they learned during his three 
months' stay in hospital, neither of whom has any knowledge that he ever 
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had venereal one of 
but 1475 find an 
— found an intangible, 
ne: 


whom says he examined claimant's body for that 
indications thereof, while the other claims to 


describable somet] in his eyes which he 
thought indicated venereal o but both seem to have been largely u- 
Ae the fact that they not find anything else to attribute it to, and 
they to account for it in some bass Oe they charged it to an assumed 
venereal disease which t never had. 
As bef 
had venereal 


disease 
found, it must have become constitutional, and it could not have produced 


the present condition without leaving evidences of its presence on some of 
the parts usually affected. In the absence of ref other discernible ca it 
seems fair to presume that the Ems saps resal from the general debility 
and nervous prostration for-which he was ed fro; service. 


m 
In view of these facts your committee believe that the Pension Office was 
in error in rejecting the claim on the ground that the disability was due to 
vicious habits, and they therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendment I send 
to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In lines 5 and 6 strike out the words “ of Oriskany Falls, N. V.,“ and in line 
7 strike out at the rate” and insert the words and pay him a pension.” 


The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 


with a recommendation that it do pass. 
FRANCIS BROWN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 646) 
for the relief of Francis Brown. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
directed to place on the pension roll the name of Francis Brown, late of Com- 
pany B, Massachusetts Cavalry, subject to the limitations of the gen- 
— pension laws. 


Mr. ERDMAN. I ask for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. PooLe) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 646 
for the relief of Francis Brown, have carefully examined the same and re: 


as follows: 

Francis Brown served in Company B, Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Cay- 
alry, from May 12, 1864, to October 31 „when he was honorably d 5 
He filed a claim for pension under the act of June 27 5 „ 
which claim was rejected Jul 1891. He filed another er said act, 
which was rej March 3, both rejections being on the ground, as 
W of no ratable disability under said act. 

bill has been passed by the Senate to place him on the pension rolls 
under the general pension laws. This isevidently anerror, because he never 
claimed pension under the general law, and never alleged that his disabilities 
were of service origin. He d however, meet the requirements of the act 
of June 27, 1890. He served nearly a year and a half and was honorably dis- 


charged. 

With to his disability, he was examined in this city December 19, 
1893, by a rd com of physicians of high professi standing and 
great skill and nce, who state in their report as follows: 

“Rheumatism.—Lumbar region and both knees slightly sensitive to pres- 
sure, and painful upon passive motion. 

“Heart. —Apex beat normal, action rapid and strong, organ very irritable, 
pulse rate no organic disease. 

t of left knee is a movable tumor, apparently of penta 
and measuring at base 17 inches in penini, Aitado 
Jaimant to limp slightly. No evidence of vicious 
ts. Claimant is disabled, by reason of rheumatism, irritable heart, and 
tumor above described, for manual labor except of a light character.” 
e maker of this report has seen man and examined to some extent 
the above-descri tumor, and knows by nal observation that claim- 


ant is greatly disabled, and your committee are constrained to be . 
an 


by the evidence of their own senses and the opinion of the three 
experienced surgeons who e: ed him carefully, taking measurements, 
etc., rather than by the opinion of the medical examiners, who never saw 


Your committee therefore recommend that the Senate bill be amended by 
striking out all after the word “cavalry,” in line 5, and adding “at $12 per 
month,” and that as amended it do pass. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, it does seem to me that this is 
a very 8 bill. According to the report of the commit- 
tee itself, it is a bill that ought not to pass. 

It seems that this man filed a claim for on under the act of 
June 27, 1890, on August 28, 1890, and the claim was rejected on the 
13th of July, 1891. He filed another claim under the same act, 
which was rejected on the 3d of March, 1894, and, according to the 
language of the report: 

5 pe ine ec being on the ground, as alleged, of no ratable disability under 
Bald act. 


Now, there are three distinct times that this applicant was 
rejected by the Pension Bureau after a thorough investigation of 
the facts. However, the report says here: 

He does, however, meet the requirements of the act of June 27, 1890. 

This statement is made, when as a matter of fact he was rejected 
on March 3, 1894, by the Bureau, and if he comes or came under 
the provisions of the general law, as a matter of course the Pen- 
sion Bureau would not have rejected the claim in 1891 and again 
in 1894. It seems to me to be a plain case of contradictory state- 
ments, There is some mistake evidently, and this bill ought not 
to be passed. 

Pa therefore move to lay it aside with an unfavorable recommen- 
on. 


Mr. POOLE. Mr. Chairman, the fact is that the report was 
made in 1896, While this man was examined in 1891 and again in 
1893, as is shown. Now, if he could be examined again at the 
present time, there is no doubt in my mind that he would get a 
paon of $12 a month. He is in a very bad condition to-day. I 

ave seen him quite recently, and have personally examined his 
injuries and know that he is disabled. If the gentleman from 
South Carolina could see him to-night I know he would not hesi- 
tate to t the pension which is asked here. 

This has been passed by the Senate, but under some misa 
prehension it was provided that the pension should be paid“ — 2 
ject to the limitations of the general pension law.“ That, as I 
show in the report, is a mistake, because if he was entitled under 
the general law he would be entitled to about $30 a month. He 
is disabled now and is clearly entitled to $12 a month, and I hope 
he will be pensioned. 

Mr. TALBERT. Itseems from the report that he was in the 
service but a few months. 

Mr. POOLE. A year and a half. X 

Mr. TALBERT. He had no organic disease. He had a little 
lump on his knee, and his pulse beat a little fast. From the report 
of the board there seems to be nothing serious the matter with 
him. I do think that it is mantu claim and ought not to 

Mr. THOMAS. Will the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 


Mr. Chairman, I desire to say a word or two, 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr, 
THOMAS] offers an amendment, which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 3, after the word “ hereby,” insert authorized and.” 
In line 6 strike out at and insert “and pay a ion of.“ 
Amend the title so as to read A bill gran‘ a m to Francis Brown.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I am a member of the com- 
mittee that reported this bill. From the report the House might 
infer that this committee had made an examination of this appli- 
cant, and had seen fit to differ from the pension board t 
examined him. If I were to sit here without making any objec- 
tion, I might possibly be held also to have made an e e 
The report says: 

Your committee are constrained to be governed by the evidence of their 
Own sonses. 
Well, now, I beg, as a member of the committee, to say that 
my own sense certainly has never been consulted in this case. 
know the members of the House are under the impression that 
we in the committee pass upon these bills carefully and con- 
siderately; that we present reports here which have received the 
deliberate action and consideration of this committee. Now, I 
say to you that that is not so. I refer, for instance, to the com- 
mittee meeting on May 28, 1896, in which we passed the following 
bills in the space of about an hour and a quarter. I desire the 


Clerk to read the statement as a part of my remarks. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Amount. Rank. 
H. R. 4621... 1 Private. 
ae | gute 
~ . — $ u 
H.R. eee Law. | Private. 
H. R. 7290.... 17.00 Do. 
H. R. 5001 25.00 Do. 
H. R. 6235... 30.00 Do. 
H. R. 471 12. 00 Do. 
FR T50 b0] De. 
H. R. 88. 30.00 Do. 
H. R. 8403 8.00 Do 
H. R. 6419 50. 00 . 
2 me 72.00 vate. 
H. R. 5 — 12.00 Do 
H. R. 4388... 50. 00 Do 
H. R. 283 Law. Do 
H. R. 8500 12.00 Do 
H.R. 7976... 20.00 | Captain. 
g 1 8.00 vate. 
R. el Ha 50.00 Do 
H. R. esse 12.00 Do 
H.R. — Pai 12.00 | Nurse. 
H. R. 9000 12.00 Assistant sur- 
H. R. 6604 80.00 vate. 
1 ee - 50.00 Do. 
H. R. 8510. 12.00 Do. 
S. 83. 25.00 Do. 
H. R. 82 80.00 Do. 
H. R. 02 12.00 Do. 
1 E| aupa 
R. sacs È urgeo 
H. K. 109. A 12.00 vate. 
R. 7687 12.00 Do. 
R. 8511. 12.00 Do. 
R. 5263 12.00 Do. 
H. R. 1042 27.00 | Major. 
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Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, thirty-seven bills were consid- 
ered and passed by the committee in the space of about an hour 
and a quarter. e reports were directed to be written. These 
bills carry an annual payment of about $10,000, and if you were 
to go into the market and purchase annuities for these ple it 
would probably cost $150,000. The work was done by this com- 
mittee in one brief hour and a quarter, and you are to vote on them 
without any further knowledge or consideration. If the House 
think that is the right thing to do, it rests with them. But they 
do not pass on it without having been told what the actual facts 


are. 
Mr. POOLE. Mr. Chairman, in regard to the ding bill, I 
want to say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania . ERDMAN] 
that I will acquit him of favoring that bill, and almost every other 
bill that we hare ever considered in the committee. In making 
the report, which was read a few moments ago, there was a state- 
ment read which the gentleman, in referring to the report, has 
omitted, I had the honor to make this report, and it contains the 
following vital statement. I say distinctly: 

The maker of this report has seen this man, and examined, to some extent, 
the above-described tumor— 

He has a tumor which is simply horrible— 
and knows by personal observation that claimant is greatly disabled, and 
your committee— 
using the usual wording in a committee report 
and your committee are constrained, etc. 


The gentleman omitted to read the first part, in which I ex- 
pressly stated that I had personally examined the man. He is a 
colored man, who served a year and a half, instead of about five 
months, as stated by the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
TALBERT]. He isa very poor man, and the case is one of very 
great distress. Ih bill will pass. 

Mr. TALBERT. A irman, I want to correct what I said 
in regard to the service of Francis Brown. I do not want to do 
anybody an injustice. Isaid he had only served five months. I 
find he a year and fiye months. I therefore make that 
correction. 

However, I do not think he is entitled to a pension, and, as I 
said, this report seems to contradict itself, from the fact that he 
filed a claim for a pension under the act of June 27, 1890, on 
August 28, 1890, which claim was rejected July 13, 1891. He filed 
another claim under said act, which was rejected March 8, 1894, 
both rejections being on the ground, as alleged, of no ratable dis- 
ability under said act. 

Yet a little further down the report says: 

passed e Senate to place him h 
eee papis eed 12 1 . 9 an — 8 
claimed pension under the general law, and never alleged that his disabilities 
were of service origin. He does, however, meet the requirements of the act 
of June 27, 1890. 

Now, he in fact made two applications under that very act, but 
was denied a pension; so that it seems to me that there is a dis- 

cy there which I can not explain. 

Mr. MILES. I want to call your attention toa fact that you 
have overlooked, and in the line of your argument, that the rejec- 
tion was made— 

Mr. TALBERT. Possibly so. I do not want to do the man an 

justice. 

. MILES. It is in the line of your argument, and consistent 
with it. 

Mr. TALBERT. What is the matter with it if it is all right? 

Mr. MILES. It was rejected in March, 1894. 

Mr. TALBERT. Then let it alone. 

Mr. MILES. I am not saga, ares bill, my friend. 

Mr. TALBERT. Imove, Mr. Chairman, in view of these incon- 
sistencies, in which my friend agrees, that the bill be recommitted 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, so that they can bring it in 
correct, Sna mend the man will then get a pension. 

Mr. MILES. Mr. i , the gentleman from California 
refuses very properly to permit me to interject my speech into his 
remarks, but perhaps that does not matter, since he agrees with 
me; I hope, however, he will remember not to ask me to do the 
same thing for him. But I wanted to call his attention, and 
that of the House to the fact that the rejection was made several 
months after the time when this local medical board made its 
examination, which has been made a part of this report. The 
pension claim was rejected by the Pension Office in March, 1894, 
and the report of this local examining board was made in Decem- 
ber, 1893. So that the man’s condition as it was seen by this local 
medical board was en upon by the Pension Office in 
the following year. I would like to call the attention of my friend 
from New York [Mr. PooLE] to the fact that, after all, this med- 
ical report does not carry with it that significance which he 
attaches to it. I know my friend is always fair and just, and I 
do not wish in this instance to unduly criticise him or his report; 

but I want him to notice the fact that this report from this medi- 
cal board, on which he lays so much stress, states expressly that 


this is a movable tumor, apparently of a benign nature.“ Now, 
if I understand anything of medical terms, that means that this 
is a tumor which could have been easily removed and when 
eee, would have gotten rid of the only disability this soldier 


That is all I desire to say. Iam not given to making captious 
opposition to these private pension claims. I do not recollect 
whether I was present in the committee on the 28th of May, 
when so many bills were passed in so short a time; if not, perhaps 
I was not doing my duty in that respect; but I have since exam- 
ined this case very carefully, and have also read the report very 
carefully; and as a member of this committee I do desire to pro- 
test against the passage of this bill. I think it is entirely devoid 
of merit and ought not to pass. 

Mr. TALBERT. I move to recommit this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole, 
and the question is first on the amendment of the committee. 

The amendment of the committee was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs on the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Michigan. 

The amendment was to. 

The question was taken on ordering the bill as amended to be 
laid aside with a favorable recommendation; and the Chairman 
announced that the ayes seemed to have it. i 

Mr. TALBERT. Division, Mr. Chairman. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 63, noes 5. 

Mr. TALBERT. No quorum. ` 

The CHAIRMAN. e gentleman from South Carolina makes 
the point of no quorum. The Chair will ascertain. [After count- 
ing,] One hun and nineteen gentlemen are present; a quo- 
zon appear? to bo resent; the ayes have it, and the bill is laid 
aside with a favorable recommendation, 

Mr. FENTON. , Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the Senate bill 
2500. [Cries of “ Regular order!”] T hope there will be no objec- 
tion to this, if gentlemen will hear the report. Itis very short, 
[Cries of “Regular order!“ 


IRA H. SWEATT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1323) for the relief of Ira H. Sweatt. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay to Ira H. Sweatt, late of Company I, Thir- 
teenthe New Hampshire Volunteers, a dependent pensioner, the amount for 
which he is borne upon the rolls, and in addition he receive the amount which 
has already accrued to him while his name was borne upon said rolls. + 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. POOLE) was read, as follows: 


ane, ee 1 58 Invalid 7 to whom was zonara. 83 (H. R. 
1823 g for the paymen a pension alread went 
of Company I. Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteers. 6 submit the following 


report: 

H. Sweatt enlisted January 1 — 85 and was discharged 

1865. On September 10, he applied for a msion, alleging that whil 
front of Petersburg, Va. in aiy, 2 — ted d voie i 
as 


, in 1865, to y 10, 1871, and $20 a month from that date to June 3, 

On the Mth of J See he m dropped from the rolls on th d tha 

© une, e was m the rolls on the groun t 
the disability for which pension was granted was not contracted i in line of 
duty, but while absent without leave. 

On J a 25, 1890, Ira H. Sweatt made application for a pension under the act 
of June 27, 1890, alleging prea which pension was allowed October 19, 1892, 
at $12 per month from date of the a cation, with a proviso that all pay- 
ments under that certificate should be withheld until the Government could 
be reim for all per ment made under the first certificate. 

The evidence examined by Pond committee shows that Ira H. Sweatt twice 
appealed to the Secre of the Interior against the order dropping aan 

t 


The committee are satisfied that the claimant has no resources; is abso- 
lutely helpless; that all moneys heretofore received by him as a pension (and 
which he claims he was honestly entitled to) have been expended in his sup- 
pory In view of the facts set forth, the complete paralysis of the 5 

poverty, and present age, your committee believe that justice will be dono = 

by passing this bill that provides that the pension ted Ira H. Sweatt by 
certificate dated October, 1892, be continued, and they recommend the 

sage of the bill, with an amendment striking out ali of the printed bill after 
the word Volunteers.“ in line ö, and in place thereof inserting a pension 
of $12 per month from the passage of this act, under certificate No. 121,863, 
issued October 27, 1892, and no of it shall be retained by any authority 
to reimburse the Government for any pension heretofore paid.” 


Mr. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Chairman, I am heartily in favor of 
the amendment, and believe that the bill as amended should pass. 
I desire, however, before the vote is taken, to make a brief state- 
ment. I have been a member of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions ever since the convening of this Congress, and I believe that 
during that time I have been absent on only one occasion. The 
rapid manner in which we have transacted the pension business 
of this House has been made manifest by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. I have attended every Friday night session with 


1897. 
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the exception of one, and when this bill is passed I shall ask as a 
rsonal favor that I be permitted to call up a bill. I have never 
d a unanimous consent in this Congress, and I shall now ask the 
favor of calling up a short bill in which I am much interested. 
Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say to my friend that 
I think he will find there will be no opposition to his very reason- 
able request upon this side of the House after this bill shall have 
been disposed of. I do not, however, agree with him that the 
pending bill is a meritorious one. I think it is entirely lacking in 
merit. I desire to call the attention of the House to a few facts 
which I think they will find bear me out in that statement. The 
report in this case states the facts in this case, and I hope gentle- 
men will bear the facts in mind when they come to vote, and if 
they vote in favor of the bill they will, in my judgment, vote in 
disregard of certain facts which ought to damn this claim for a 
pension. This man applied for a pension away back in 1875 and 
was pensioned at the rate of $8 a month from the time of his dis- 
charge in 1865 and drew that pension down to May 10, 1871. He 
drew a pension of $20 a month from that date to June 3, 1872, and 
a pension of $24 a month thereafter. 
ow, I never was much of a mathematician, and I have not 
taken the pains to calculate how much money this man drew, but 
entlemen can see for themselves that it was quite a large sum. 
These facts peng borna in mind, let us see what was ascertained 
ultimately after he had drawn this large sum of money. On the 
80th of June, 1882—which I ask gentlemen on the other side to 
note was long before the Democratic administration of the Pension 
Office began—on the 30th day of June, 1882, he was ee from 
the rolls on the ground that the disability for which the pension 
had been granted had not been contracted in line of duty, but had 
been contracted while the claimant was absent from duty without 
leave, while he was, in other words, practically a deserter. He 
had drawn these different pensions, as I have stated, from 1865 to 
1882, and then the Pension Office discovered that during all that 
time he had been drawing the money fraudulently, because the 
disability for which the pension had been allowed had been con- 
tracted while he was in the attitude of a deserter. These are the 
facts, gentlemen, as you will find them set forth in this very 
report. I read further from the report: 
On July 25, 1890, Ira H. Sweatt made application for a pension under the act 
of June 27, 1890, alleging paral: which pension was allowed October 19, 1892, 
at $12 per month from date of the aes e a proviso that all be 


yments 
under that certificate should be wi Government could be reim- 
bursed for all payments made under the first certificate. 


That was obviously a just and proper disposition of the case. 
The man was granted a pension at the latter date, with a proviso 
that before he should draw it he should return to the Government 
the money which he had unjustly and unlawfully drawn from the 
public Treasury. £ 

Now, I have never stood here and made factious opposition to 
meritorious pension claims, and I ask my friends on the Pension 
Committee—for I, too, shall out of history as an American 
Congressman after the 4th of March next—I ask my friends on 
that committee to bear witness to the fact that I have not done so. 
I have tried to bejust. 1 have tried to treat Union soldiers fairly, 
although I am a Southern man and a Democrat, and although, as 
I stated hereon a former occasion, the people from whom I sprang 
were a class of ple whose hopes, aspirations, and sympathies 
went out after the flag that was followed by Lee and Jackson 
rather than for the flag that was borne aloft by Grant and Sher- 
man. But, 55 all these considerations, I am here to 
say now that, like my friend from South Carolina [Mr. TALBERT], 
I have always tried to be just and todo m daty on the Pensions 
Committee im ially and conscientiously. hope, therefore, 
that the ap; which I now make will be heard in the spirit in 
which it is made. Do not, gentlemen, do not, I beg you, burden 
your pension roll, which should be a roll of honor, with cases 
such as this, which tend to stamp it as a roll where deserters are 
rewarded. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, there is no attempt in this bill 
or in the 5 . to disguise the facts, and they are nearly as stated 
by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Mites]. This man made 
application and did receive a 1 of $24a month first $10, then 
sio, then $24. There is no charge on the part of the Department 

hat it was fraudulent evidence which secured him this pension. 
But it was the opinion of the Department, after a review of this 
case, that his disabilities were not due to service in the line of duty. 

Mr. MILES. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. THOMAS. Certainly. 

Mr. MILES. I do not know whether the gentleman is a lawyer 
or not—— 

Mr. THOMAS. I have had some experience with lawyers. 

Mr. MILES. I think the gentleman must overlook what is cer- 
tainly a legal implication from this action of the Pension Depart- 
ment. If it was not a moral fraud, it was at least a legal fraud, 
by which this man drew this money from the Treasury. He must 
have laid beforé the office some testimony upon the question 
whether or not his disability was 5 in the line of duty. 


Somebody got up that testimony. He knew whether that testi- 
mony was true or false. It must have been false testimony or his 
pension of $24 a month would have been continued. He allowed 
that false testimony to go to the Pension Office; and he drew first 
$8, then $10, then 820, and then $24 a month as pension. And still 
the gentleman stands here and would have this House believe that 
this man knew nothing about the frandulent testimony on which 


he drew this pension. Why, sir, it is a preposterous claim. And 
I always grow especially vehement when I see efforts made to dis- 
honor the pension roll. Asa Southern man I protest against it, 
This pension roll hereafter is to be known as an American roll, 
not a roll of the Northern soldiery alone. As was shown in the 
case of a pension claim passed this afternoon, Southern men are 
found on that roll. It is an American roll, Mr. Chairman, and I 
would have it pure and clean. 

Mr. THOMAS. I believe I am entitled to the floor. 

Mr. Knox rose. 

Mr. THOMAS. I yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Knox]. ; 

Mr. KNO. Mr. Chairman, I have no disposition to contradict 
the professions of fairness made by the gentleman who has just 
addressed the committee. I have no disposition to contradict his 
statements of the fidelity with which he has attended the meetings 
of the Committee on Invalid Pensions. The only thing that I have 
seen to militate against an opinion of his fairness is the earnest- 
ness of the declarations he has made in his opposition to this bill. 

It is unimportant to me or to this 9 whether the gentle- 
man is a Southern Democrat or a Northern Republican or a Po 
ulist. That has nothing to do with the question that the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions was called upon to decide, and the question 
which is now before this Committee of the Whole, a question to 
be decided upon the law and the evidence before us and the merits 
of the case. All I ask in the consideration of this case is that the 
House recognize the facts as they appear and the law which is 
applicable to them. If it is unjust that this man should receive 
the pension asked, I do not wish him to receive it. 

But what are the facts? This man, Ira H. Sweatt, is a resident 
of Lowell, in my district. I know him. He is totally disabled. 
Both his legs are paralyzed, one arm is paralyzed, the other he 
can not bend at the elbow, and when he sits at the cobbler’s bench 
trying to eke out a living he strikes the blow with his hammer 
from his shoulder. He is a totally disabled man. 

He served in the Army of the United States for almost one 
year—from January to December. It is the uncontradicted evi- 
dence, from the papers in the Pension Office, that while he was in 
the service he contracted dumb ague and malaria, which were 
followed ESB a ng He went home in December, 1864. 

Mr. MILES. ill the gentleman allow me a single suggestion? 

Mr. KNOX. Certainly, if it is upon a question of fact. 

Mr. MILES. The gentleman started out with a very fair state- 
ment that he proposed to discuss the law and the facts as the 
a somewhere or other; I do not know where. Now, 
should like to know whence he has derived the information that 
the Pension Office has records to show that this man’s wound was 


of service 55 

Mr. KNO He was not wounded at all. Certainly the gen- 
tleman is not familiar with the facts of the case. 

Mr. MILES. I understood the gentleman to maintain that this 
man's injury was of service 1 

Mr. KNOX. I say that while in camp before Petersburg, in 
ost service of his country, he was taken with dumb ague and 
malaria. 

Mr. MILES. Why, then, did the Pension Office discontinue his 
pension in 1882 on the ground that his disability was not of service 
origin? 

Mr. KNOX. I was coming to that point in a moment. He 
contracted this disease in the service; and when he was conva- 
lescing he was allowed to go home on leave. He had resided at 
Holbrook, N. H., close to the Canadian line. He had left his 
wife living with his brother, and in his absence his brother had 
exchan his farm for a farm across the line. When he went 
home, this disease which he had contracted at Petersburg was re- 
newed, and he was again prostrated, so that he was unable to 
return to the service. Thus it did appear upon the records of the 
Army that he was absent without leave, because it did not appear 
then (as the gentleman can easily see) that after returning to his 
pone he had had this relapse, so that he was unable to go back to 

e Army. 

Now, fom that fact of his being absent without leave, the gen- 
tleman from Maryland has seen fit to tell this committee that this 
man was a deserter. He was prostrated by a relapse of this very 
disease, contracted in the service; and the authorities of the United 
States, on an investigation of the circumstances, granted him an 
honorable discharge, as appears from the records and the report 
that is before you. And I ask the gentleman from Maryland if it 
is customary for the United States Government to give an honor- 
able discharge to deserters from its Army? 


The Pension O 
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He is not, then, a deserter, but an honorably discharged man, 
tall ; tracted, 


who is to disabled from a disease con in my judgment, 

in the line of duty while in the service of the country. 

But leaving that question for a moment, on account of being 
entirely helpless he received a pension running finally uP, to $24 
a month for a period extending from 1871 or 1872 up to 1882, when 
it was taken from him by an investigation set on foot by the Pen- 
sion Office; an investigation, and I do not care who did it, or who 
set it on foot, that in my judgment was a contemptible, hiding, 
skulking investigation, behind a man’s back, without giving him 
an opportunity to beconfronted with witnesses or be permitted to 
understand what character of evidence was given against him; 
and he was a poor man, utterly unable to 
he could have made when the action of the Department was set 
before him. In my judgment, that pension was wro; y taken 
away from a totally disabled man and he ought to have had it 
restored promptly. 

But I make no contest for that now. We give it up; he has 
lost it, and it has gone, perhaps never to be recovered. But under 
the law of 1890—the act of June 27 of that year—he applied for a 

on as a disabled soldier. Is there any question on the evi- 
ence that a of record that he is not disabled? Is there any- 

body who deny, upon the evidence, that he is totally disabled? 
Is there anybody who will deny that he was a soldier, that he was 
disabled in the service, and that he had an honorable di ? 
Why, then, was he not entitled to the pension accorded him? 
cause he was granted a pension, and had an honorable discharge 
to found the t of a pension upon. What was the reason? 
ce said that from 1870 to 1880 he had been in re- 
ceipt of a — for total disability which was too large, and 
that he had received some three or four thousand dollars in all, to 
which they claimed he was not entitled. 

When the soldier went to Boston to E his small pension he 
was to receive in lieu of the larger oné that had been withdrawn 
from him, they said, “ Call around some time after you have paid 
the Government $8,000 or $4,000 that you have drawn improperly, 
and you can talk to us about the matter. Call around some time 
in 1915 or 1920 "—yearsafter the man will have been in his 3 
“take some fifteen or twenty years to pay back the money that you 
received;” and in the meantime the helpless soldier is without sub- 

sistence. 

Mr. MILES. Will the gentleman allow a question? 

Mr. KNOX. Certainly. 

Mr. MILES. Where is the evidence that the conversation you 
have just detailed to the House ever took place? 

. Mr. KNOX. I donot claim that it is the exact conversation 
that took place. Isayit was the substance of what was done; and 
neither you nor anyone else can deny that this man’s pension was 
withdrawn from him. 

Mr. MILES. I do not find any such conversation in the record. 


Mr. KNOX. I do not pretend to say that that was what was | amendments 


said to this man. I was not trying to repeat a conversation; I was 
only relating the facts which took place and are not questioned. 

* . I understood you were to discuss the law and the 
facts. Now, the gentleman has detailed a conversation as a part 
of thefacts. I want to know what.the facts are, so that the House 
can take cognizance of the matter. 

Mr. KNO. The gentleman knows that I was not undertaking 
to detail exactly a conversation that occurred. I was only speak- 
ing generally of the circumstances attending the taking away of 
this man’s pension, and I say it is a fair inference from the facts 
that did occur. I was not present, of course, but it is a fair de- 
scription of what occ 

oe . The House can not take cognizance of such a fact 
as that. 

Mr. KNOX. I repeat, that it is a fair construction based on the 
facts as they are known. 

They say to this man, You shall receive a small payment of $12 
a month after you pay back the three or four thousand that have 
been overpaid you.” There is no law, Mr. Chairman, there is no 
act of Con, , which warrants any such practice as has grown 

in the office of . these repayments. But I give that up. 
I do not insist upon that position. Iwill concede, if necessary, that 
there is such a law, and that the tice can be upheld by law; 
but the Pension Office itself, by a late decision of Assistant Secre- 
tary Reynolds—a decision rendered within three months past— 
has he!d that a pensioner could not be called on to repay a pension 
granted to him by the office—wrongfully, inadvertently, or erro- 
neously granted—unless there is positive proof that it was done by 

ud. 

Mr. ERDMAN. If that be the case, why does he not make appli- 
cation to have it determined by the Bureau of Pensions? 

Mr. KNOX. I will answer that. When the decision of the 
Assistant Secretary was brought to the attention of the office, it 
was after the bill was pending here; and I will say to the gentle- 
man, in the case of this man I thought his bill could be sooner 
got through Congress and give him relief much quicker than to 
commence anew end go through the Pension Office, 


Mr. MILES. Will the gentleman allow me one other question? 
5 i 
T. sup e gentleman understands that if the 
claimant is in the 8 in which he represents, he could have 
had his case made ial in the Pension Office. 

Mr. KNOX. Well, we could do a good many things, if they 
would let us. You and I haye had some experience as to what we 
are permitted to do in the Pension Office. The man is on tho 
rolis already. Now, I would say that there is not one scintilla of 
evidence in the Pension Office that there was any fraud upon the 
part of this man, or that, if this disease was not ca by his 
army service, there is no evidence to show that he did not hon- 
estly believe that it was so caused, and he had the right so to 
believe, as is shown by the testimony. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

The question being taken upon laying aside the bill with a favor- 
able recommendation, ona division (demanded by Mr. Mtes) there 
were—ayes 81, noes 5. 

Mr. MILES: No quorum, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN (after counting the committee). One hun- 
dred and nine members are present. The ayes have it, and the bill 
is laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recom- 


mendation. 
; A . Chairman, I desire now to ask 
unanimous consent to take up the bill H. R. 9795— 
Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. call for the regular order, Mr. 


n. 

The CHAIRMAN. The order is called for, which is 
equivalent to an objection. Clerk will report the next bill 
on the Calendar. 


WILLIAM R. HARLESS, 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


4629) ting a pension to William R. Harless. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Interior be, and he is hereb; 
seinen spires fg Piada, ane nna te mame ot ag 
and E, eth t Enrolled Missouri Ñ x the war for the — 


pression of the rebellion, and pay him a pension at the rate of $12 per mon 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendment: 

Strike out all between the word “ Harless,” in line 5, and the word 15 
in line 8, and insert in lieu thereof the anon “late private in Companies 
and E, Sixtieth Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia." 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is on the amendment offered 
by the committee. 

Mr. MILES. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 

The report (by Mr. CROWTHER) was read, as follows: 

2 N — . Pensions. 3 wae Spp t he bg Bo aE R. 
on A granting a pension illiam ” 
othr, the folllowing report, and recommend that said bill do pass — 


William R. Harless served as a private in Company B, Sixtieth Regiment 
Missouri Enrolled Militia, from July, 1862, to January, when the com- 
y was rporal Company E, Sixtieth 


as col 

Morton, in the s of and 
dishanded in January, sO; ho also 
Cook’s company of the St. Clair County 


: also, he 
Enrolled Militia, under Cap 
served with it until the e fy be 
served a as porion in Capt. A 


service. 
nsion June 13, 1881, for results of typhoid pneumonia 
ry County, Mo., which set: and hips. 
claim was zeuc on the grounds of no ratable disability from 
alleged causes since of filing claim 


He filed a claim July 22, 1890, under act of June 27, 1890, for “ affection of 
back and hip,“ which was re, on ground of his not having been in the 
eg sae” service of the United States. 


have been presented to your committee showing clearly that the 
claimant served, as alleged by him, in the Enrolled Missouri tia about 
one and one-half years. 
On the ca of disability claimant filed, Se: 
Osborn that he examined him a 


disease, and the spinal column affected, lower end being 
arteries ruptured, and also hydrocele—a case z 
to finding considerable tenderness over ere 


‘ht ribs broken, three on right an: 


veins of both legs, rupture in left inguinal region, oa right hi 
side, and has heart disease, his disabilities amounting three-fourths or 


legs and abdomen, hernia left side, injury to back and hips. 
‘alvular disease of the heart, and from having eight ribs brok 
his ailments are of long 1 of a permanent character and not 
aggravated from vicious habits, He had asevere cut with an ax, severing 
lower third of fibula of left ee PI 


He was examined by a . April 4, 1883, who gave 
him no Derg eee — not been examined since ore OIR board. o 


th the committee a numerously signed petition, 

to his service and the merits of his and egy ad Tog 
of r forth that while a mem- 
uri Enro tia, he had a bad spell of 


month; also the testimon: 
Ber of Company B. Sixtieth 


en ment with the enem d 
which caused rupture in left side, and that from vaccina: his blood was 
contaminated by ‘ected him ever since. 


poison, which has aff . 
Your committee believe him entitled to a pension, and recommend that the 
bill do pass with the following amendment: 
in line 5, and the word “and,” 


in line 8, and insert in lieu thereof the wo: „late Private in Companies 
and E, Sixtieth Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, it appears that the organiza- 
tions to which this 8 belonged were not in the service of 
the United States. e records of the War Department show 
that they were not in the service of the United States. I should 
like to know whether these organizations ever rendered any serv- 
ice at all, and if they did, why we should not pension them all 
together? Why single out this one? Why not pension them all? 

r. CROWTHER. Mr. Chairman, for the information of the 
gentleman, permit me to say that if he had been a constant attend- 
ant at the meetings of the Invalid Pensions Committee, he would 
have learned something about the Missouri Enrolled Militia. 

Mr. ERDMAN. I have heard a good deal about it. 

Mr. CROWTHER. There is no doubt whatever about the serv- 
ice of this regiment. There has been no doubt in the minds of 
the officials of the War Department about the service of the Mis- 
souri Enrolled Militia. The only reason why these men who per- 
formed service in these organizations have not been placed upon 
the pension rolls is on account of the technicality in swearing 
them into the service. They were not sworn in by the regular 
mustering officers, but OM officers detailed from the general head- 

uarters at St. Louis. They served under the command of United 
States officers. They served with the United States troops, and 
many of these militia performed four years’ service in the Army 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, this is a very singular thing, it 
seemstome. By the report here I see that this gentleman served as- 
a private in Company B, Sixtieth Regiment Missouri Enrolled Mili- 
tia, from July, 1862, to Jan , 1863, when the company was 
disbanded, five or six months. Itdoes not say what particular kind 
of duty they were engaged in, or exactly where they were, except 
that they werein Missouri. The re rt farther says that this man 
enlisted again as a 5 in Company E, Sixtieth Enrolled 
Militia, under Captain Morton, in the spring of 1863, and served 
with it until the company was disbanded, in January, 1864. 

Mr. THOMAS. Task the gentleman if he will yield to allow 
me to move that the committee rise? 

Mr. TALBERT, I will yield to the gentleman, Lede 9 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the committee rose; and Mr. PAYNE 
having resumed the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. CHARLES 
W. STONE, chairman of the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, re that that committee had had under 
consideration sundry bills, and that they had directed him to 
report to the House, without amendment, and with the recom- 
mendation that they do pass, the bills S. 3381, 1505, 1128, 1682; 
H. R. 7821; with amendments, and with the recommendatio 
as amended, they do pass, the bills H. R. 5981, 6215; S. 878; H. R. 
2257, 2725, 5068, 7349; S. 646; H. R. 1323; and that they had had 
under consideration a bill (H. R. 1469) and had come to no reso- 
lution thereon. 

Mr. THOMAS. I ask unanimous consent that the previous 
question may be considered as ordered on these bills, with a limit 
of ten minutes’ debate on each bill, 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I do not think we shall have any 
trouble abont it. There are one or two bills on which we might 
want a longer debate. As the gentleman saw to-day, there was 
no factious opposition to any of the bills on the Calendar of un- 
finished business. 

Mr. THOMAS. The greatest trouble about it was that gentle- 
men who were not in attendance at the Friday night sessions 
called for the reading of the reports. 


of the United States. 


Mr. ERDMAN. I suggest you may cut that off by asking 
for the previous question. You will be i first. There 
are several bills that need considerable discussion. I therefore 


ranpe that we do not agree upon that. There are one or two 
bills that I should like to see discussed at greater length. 

Mr. THOMAS. I will withdraw the request, then. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman withdraws the 
request. The hour of 10 o'clock and 30 minutes having arrived, 
the House stands adjourned until to-morrow at 12 o’clock noon. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
10 gtd were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 

ollows: 

A letter from the president of the Washington and Great Falls 
Electric Railway Company, transmitting the report of the H grot 
tions of the company for the year ending December 81, 1896, to- 

ther with a list of the shareholders and the number of shares 
held by each—to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed, 


that | bill of the House (H. R. 9099) for the re 


A letter from the 
to the House resolution of 
stead entries on certain Union Pacific land 
the Committee on the Public Lands, and or 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. FLETCHER, from the Committee on Interstate and Forei 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9168) 
to authorize the construction of a bridge over the Monongahe 
River from the city of McK rt to the township of Mifflin, 
Allegheny County, Pa., the same without amendmen 
accompanied by a nh, (No. 2518); which said bill and repo 
were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. MILLIKEN, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 105) 
entitled An act for the erection of a public building at Aber- 
deen, S. Dak., reported the same without amendment, accom- 
panied by a report (No. 2519); which said bill and report were 
reared the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 

nion. 

Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to which 
was referred House bill No. 9361, reported in lieu thereof a bill 
a R. 10009) to increase the efficiency of the Regular Army of the 

nited States and to localize the recruiting of regiments in time 
of war, eee Weary by a report (No. 2520); which said bill and 
report were referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. TOWNE, from the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, to 
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9756) toamend the 
river and harbor act of Au 18, 1894, reported the same without 
amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2522); which said bill 
and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union. - 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Forei 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. f. 
9935) to authorize the construction of a bridge across the Rio 
Grande River at El Paso, in the State of Texas, reported the same 
with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2523); which said 
bill and re were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. CURTIS of Iowa, from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 
9023) to prevent the spread of contagious diseases in the District 
of Columbia, repo the same with amendment, accompanied 
bya are (No. 2524); which said bill and report were referred 
to the House Calendar. 

He also, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
tion of cemeteries and 
the disposal of dead bodies in the District of Columbia, reported 
the same with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2525); 
which said bill and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

He also, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
bill of the House (H. R. 9142) to regulste privies in the District 
of Columbia, reported the same with amendment, accompanied 
by a report (No. 2526); which said bill and report were referred 
to the House Calendar. 

Mr. WELLINGTON, from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9704) 
to authorize the Washington and Glen Echo Railroad Company 
to obtain a right of way and construct tracks into the District of 
5 600 riety rted oa zame 3 e e accom- 
pani a (No. ); which said bill and report were 
referred to the ous Calendar. 

Mr. HULI from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R.8499) in relation 
to taxes and tax sales in the District of Columbia, reported the 
same with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. ); which 
said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9841) 
to amend an act authorizing the West Braddock Bridge Com- 

y to construct a bri over the Monongahela River from the 

rough of Rankin to Mifflin Township, reported the same with- 

out amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2530); which said 
bill and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. CORLISS, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9600) 
to provide for aids to navigation, reported the same with amend- 
ment, accompanied by a report (No. 2531); which said bill and 
report were referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. A 

He also, from the ə committee, to which was referred the 
bill of the House (H. R. 9566) to provide for light-houses and other 


of the Interior, transmitting a reply 


e 5th instant, relating to the home- 
ts in Kansas—to 
to be printed. 
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aids to navigation, orted the same with amendment, accom- 

panied by a report (No. 2532); which said bill and report were 

17 5 to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
nion. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. HURLEY, from the Commit- 
tee on War Claims, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 9989) 
for the relief of Ella S. Claussen, widow of Peter J. Claussen, 
deceased, reported the same (Report No. 2528); which said bill 
and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. WELLINGTON (by request): A bill (H. R. 10003) con- 
ferring the rank and pay of warrant officers in the Navy upon the 
three clerks on duty in the office of the Superintendent of the 
Naval Academy, at Annapolis, Md.—to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10004) to authorize the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Company, of Maryland, to exted its line into and within 
the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

By Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts: A bill (H. R. 10005) fixing 
the age for retirement from the classified civil service—to the Com- 
mittee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

By Mr. LINTON: A bill (H. R. 10006) to prevent the desecra- 
tion of the national to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WOOD : A bill (H. R. 10007) to amend an act 
entitled An act to incorporate the Brightwood Railway Com- 

y to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. CORLISS: A bill (H. R. 10008) to improve and remodel 
the old post-office building and erect a bonded warehouse upon 
the grounds of the United States located at the corner of Larner 
and Griswold streets, in the city of Detroit, Mich.—to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: A bill (H. R. 10010) to provide a site 
and erect a public building in Covington, Ga.—to the Committee 
on Public Bandaga and Grounds. 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 10011) to authorize the Secre- 
tary of State to purchase the Island of Cuba—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. : ; 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A bill (H. R. 10012) relating to the im- 
provement of Eastchester Creek, State of New York—to the Com- 
mittee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. HILBORN: Memorial of the senate of the State of Cali- 
fornia, relative to the tariff—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 


—ä — 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. CATCHINGS: A bill (H. R. 10013) for the relief of 
John Noble, of Bolivar County, Miss. —to the Committee on War 


Claims. 

By Mr. ELLETT: A bill (H. R. 10014) to compensate Gen. 
Dabney H. Maury for his cavalry tactics—to the Committee on 
Claim 


8. 

By Mr. HILBORN: A bill (H. R. 10015) referring the claim of 
Hannah S. Crane et al. to the Court of Claims -to the Committee 
on Claims. 

By Mr. KIEFER: A bill (H. R. 10010 granane a pension to 
Jane B. Johnston—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LORIMER: A bill (H. R. 10017) for the relief of Ellis 
Bigleather—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. OGDEN: A bill (H. R. 10018) for the relief of the estate 
of Phillip Poete, deceased, late of Natchitoches Parish, La.—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. OVERSTREET: A bill (H. R. 10019) for the relief of 
Wiliam H. Webster—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SULLOWAY (by request): A bill (H. R. 10020) grant- 
ing a pension to Louise Van Atter—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WILSON of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 10021) granting a pen- 
sion to John Shisler—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

ey Mr. AVERY: Memorial of the State board of health of 
Michigan, in favor of the passage of the bill to provide for a per- 
manent census service—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Also, memorial of the Michigan State board of health, against 


the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, for the further prevention of 


cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia—to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BELKNAP: Petition of L. Coatsworth, J. W. Farster, 
and W. C. Hawkins, all of Chicago, III., favoring the passage of a 
law requiring eight hours to constitute a legal day’s work—to the 
Committee on Labor. 

PEME HILBORN: Resolution of the Merchants’ Association 
of Francisco, Cal., urging the completion of the Nicaragua 
Canal—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. LORIMER: Paper to accompany House bill No. 10017, 
to correct the military record of Ellis Bigfeather, deceased, late 
of Company K, Third Regiment Indian Home Guards, Indian 
Territory—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. PARKER: Resolutions of the New Jersey State Horti- 
cultural Society, against tbe free distribution of seeds—to the 
Committee on culture. 

By Mr. ROBINSON of Pennsylvania: Petition of 600 citizens 
of Chester County, Pa., in favor of a bill to further protect the 
first pag lies the week as a day of rest in the District of Columbia— 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WARNER: Resolution of Homer Post, No. 263, Depart- 
ment of Illinois, Grand Army of the Republic, in sympathy with 
the Cubans—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. WELLINGTON: Petition of PETR Anderson, widow of 
Jacob Anderson, late of Company B, First Regiment Maryland 
Cavalry, for her relief—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of Levi Montgomery, late of Companies E and B, 
First Regiment Maryland Volunteer Cavalry, for his relief—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of Wilford C. McCardell, late of Company I, First 


Regiment Maryland Cavalry, for his relief—to the Committee on 


Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of the administrator of Emanuel McCoy, a Mexi- 
can soldier, asking relief in the matter of funeral expenses, etc.— 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. WILSON of Ohio: Petition of Julius L. Lust and 17 
others, of Pickaway County, Ohio, favoring a on to John 
Shisler, of Circleville, Ohio—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, January 16, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. 

The following prayer was offered by the Chaplain, Rev. HENRY 
N. CoupEn: 

We come to Thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, with 
renewed faith and confidence to-day, giving Thee hearty thanks for 
all the blessings which Thou hast bestowed upon us. ially do 
we thank Thee for those warm, life-giving currents which are 
ever emanating from Thy great heart, and which come sweeping 
through the souls of men, inspiring them to larger conceptions of 
Thee, of life, and its profound duties. Make us more and more 
susceptible to these things, that our lives may be so ordered that 
when we pass from this existence men shall rise up and call us 
blessed; and when we reach those heavenly portals we shall find 
our names written on the Book of Life, and hear the words, Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of th 
1 This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lor 

en. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

BRIDGE ACROSS THE COLUMBIA RIVER, STATE OF WASHINGTON, 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. S er, I ask that the bill S. 3375 be 
taken from the Speaker’s table and put upon its passage. It is 
identical with the bill H. R. 9922. 

The SPEAKER. Is the House bill on the Calendar? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The House bill is on the Calendar, and has 
been reported by the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 


merce. 

The SPEAKER. Then it would come up as a part of the regu- 
lar order, if it is a Senate bill carrying no appropriation. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. It carries no appropriation. 

The SPEAKER (continuing). If it is substantially the same as 
a House bill already reported, and if the committee wants it to 


come up. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Yes, sir. It is identically the same as the 
House bill. 

The Senate bill was reported at length. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the third reading of this 


bill. 

Mr. TERRY. Ishould like to understand exactly how this bill 
comes up here under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. This is a Senate bill, which does not require 
reference to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union, a bill substantially like which, not necessarily identi- 
cally the same, is on file and has been reported by a House com- 
mittee. 


1897. 
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Mr. DOOLITTLE. It is identical. 

Mr. TERRY. I understand that bills in that condition can be 
called up without a request for unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. They can be called up without unanimous 


consent by the committee. The three requisites are: First, that 
the bill shall not require reference to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union; second, that it shall be similar, 
substantially the same, as one that has already received the a 
proval of the committee having it in charge; and third, that it 
shall be called up at the request of the committee. There are two 
kinds of business which can be disposed of at once from the 
Speaker’s table. First, House bills with Senate amendments not 
involving consideration by the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, where the amendments do not require that; 
and second, this class of Senate bills. 

Mr. TERRY. I would like to ask the gentleman in charge of 
this bill if it does not create a corporation as well as authorize the 
construction of a bridge? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Not at all. The corporation is organized. 
And I wish to say here that this bridge is required in order to 
enable the mines to ship their ores ont. 

Mr. TERRY. Is this a unanimous report of the committee? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Oh, yes, sir; it is the unanimous report; 
and it is also recommended by the Secretary of War. : 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DOOLITTLE, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


ADJUSTMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF ARMY OFFICERS, GRADUATES OF 
WEST POINT. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Claims ask that the bill 
(S. 2570) to authorize the readjustment of the accounts of Army 
officers who were uates of West Point Military Academy be 
transferred to the Committee on War Claims. Without objection, 
the change of reference will be made. 

There was no objection. 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the . bills and 
House bill with Senate amendments were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and referred as follows: 

A bill (S. 8494) providing for an examination of the improve- 
ments at the Pass of Aransas, Texas—to the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors. 

A bill (S. 2393) for the relief of William E. Bond—to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

A bill (H. R. 8656) providing for free homesteads on the public 
lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide settlers, and 
reserving the public lands for that purpose—to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

NATIONAL SANITARIUM FOR PULMONARY DISEASES. 

Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
consideration of the bill (S. 2593) granting to the American Invalid 
Aid Society, of Boston, Mass., the abandoned Fort Marcy Mili 
Reservation in New Mexico for the purpose of a national sani- 
tarium for the treatment of pulmonary diseases. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the abandoned Fort Marcy Military Reservation, 
and all the improvements thereon, situated in the Territory of New Mexi 
be, and the same is hereby. nted to the American Invalid Aid Society, o 
Boston, Mass., upon the conditions that said society shall establish and main- 
tain perpet thereon a national sanitarium for the treatment of pulmo- 
nary d a : Provided, That said society shall within two years from and 
after the 
reservation a sanitarium for the p 


of this act accept this gan and shall establish on said 
e 
said lands and buildings shall cease to be 


rein named; and whenever the 
used by said society for the pur- 
poses herein provided the same shall revert to the United States. 
one set cea . Isthere objection to the present consideration 
of the 
Mr. STEELE. Let us hear something about that. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. This is subject to an objection, and I 
should like to have some explanation about the measure. 
Mr. CATRON. The report will explain; or I can explain it 
easier than the report of the committee. : 
Mr. STEELE. Let us have the report. I would rather have 
the report. 
The report (by Mr. LACEY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Public Lands have had under consideration Senate 
bill 2693, and report the same back with amendments, and as amended recom- 


o S. The climate of New Mexico is unsur- 
88 for its beneficial influences in such diseases, and this reservation would 
especially advantageous for the proposed purpose. 

The reservation is divided into two tracts—one of about 4 acres and the 
other of about 13} acres. There are several buildings on the reservation for- 
merly used by troops that may be utilized for sanitarium purposes, but it 
will avira? ta erect some new and permanent buildings. 

Your committee think that a portion of the grant oni be permanent so 
long as the land is used for the purposes proposed, in order that the corpo- 


rpose is a charitable one, and the amendments proposed by the 
committee require that the medical treatment shall be retainers. u 


who have given the subject any pnay 
Your committee incorporate the following telegrams in its report to show 
the view of the matter taken by the people of Santa Fe: 
; SANTA Fx, N. MEX., May 2, 1896. 
Hon. T. B. Carron, è 
Fredonia Hotel, Washington, D. C.: . 
Woman's board of trade a, with city council and board of trade about 
o tion Fort Marcy. Petition to TELLER to withdraw amendment mailed 
y. 


Mrs. IDA REVENBERG, President. 
BANTA FE, N. MEX., May 1, 1898. 
Hon. T. B. CATRON, 
Fredonia Hotel, Washington, D. O.: 
council Santa Fe strongly favors sanitari but is 
dian school proposition.” sa 
PEDRO DELGADO, 
Mayor of Santa Fe. 


“> SANTA Fe, N. MEX., May 1, 1898. 


Every member ci 
very antagonistic to 


Hon. T. B. Carron, 
Delegate to N 


Board trad 

ro tion. Mr. Staab will be in 
tive Santa Fe Board Trade. 
Attest: 


m New Mexico, 

ia Hotel, Washington, D. C.: 

e unanimous in favor of sanitarium, but against Indian school 
Washington Wednesday evening as repre- 


E. T. WEBBER, President. 
GEO. W. KNAEBEL, Secretary. 


The following opori of the Commissioner of the General Land Office and 
Secretary of the Interior we incorporate in this report: 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
‘ashington, D. C., May 4, 1896. 

SIR: Iam in . by your reference, for early report in duplicate and 
return of pavers, of Senate bill No. 2593, to t e American Invalid 
Aid Society, of Boston, Mass., the abandoned Fort Military Reserva- 
tion, N. Mex., for the por ee of a national sanitarium for the treatment of 
33 diseases, together witha letter from Hon. T. B. Car RON, and Senate 

port No. 771 on Senate bill No. 2593, all of which were submitted to you by 
Hon. JOHN F. LACEY, chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands of the 
House of Representatives, with the 88 that you make any suggestions 
thereon that you may deem . ial and that you give the present value of 
the land referred to in the bi 

The bill proven that the reservation, and all improvements thereon, be 
granted tothe society mentioned, upon condition that it shall establish an 
maintain 1 thereafter a national sanitarium for the treatment 
8 „provided that said society shall, within two years after 

he passage of said act, accept the grant and shall establish the proposed 

sanitarium; and whenever the said lands and buildings shall cease to be used 
ren society for the purposes intended, the same shall revert to the United 


States. 

In reply I have the honor to report that the Fort Marcy Reservation was 
established Executive order of 1 28, 1868, and was turned over to 
the Interior Department October 7, 1891, for disposal under the act of July 5, 
1884 (23 Stat. L., 103), or as may be otherwise provided by law. This order 
was roroa November 12, 1891, and the reservation thereof for military pur- 

again declared. 

Executive order of June 5, 1895, again placed the reservation under control 
of this Department for 8 

Said reservation is situa’ in the city of Santa Fe, N. Mex., and contains 
an estimated area of 17 acres, 8,425 yards, and 2,656 square feet. 

15 eee by the War Department shows that there are twenty-three 

gs thereon. 

As no appraisal of the lands and buildings has been made, this office is 
unable to state what is the value thereof. 

There is on file in this office a letter from Governor Thornton, of New 
Mexico. dated July 17, 1895, in which he says, among other things, that tha 
claim of the city for the site of Santa Fe has been co by the Court of 
Private Land No mandate of such court has been received, and this 
office has no knowledge as to whether or not the title to its site has been con- 
firmed, nor does that question affect the disposition of this reservation, since 
the 9 mentions im said letter that said land was excepted from the 
con ion. 

The records of this office also disclose that on April 13, 1874, James F. Proud- 
fit, then United States surveyor-general for New Mexico, recommended for 
confirmation, under section 8 of the act of July 22, 1854 aà Stat. L., 318), that 
the site of said city be confirmed, making ce: exceptions of land within 
its boundaries, one of which was the land within the reservation. 

On July 9, 1895, Governor Thornton made application to the Interior De- 
partment to have the reservation turned over to the city of Santa Fe by 
proclamation of the President. 

On December 30, 1895, this office submitted to you a form of a proclamation 
for the signature of the President, with a view to t the said reserva- 
tion over to the city of Santa Fe as requested. I have not been advised that 
said proclamation has n signed. 

The he gery legislation is for a worthy object, and I see no objections to 


e of the bill. 
Said bill and inclosures are herewith returned. 


Very respectfully, 
S. W. LAMOREUX, Commissioner. 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, May 7, 1896. 

Sin: Ihave the honor to hand you herewith a report from the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, dated the 4th instant, on Senate bill No. 2593, 
“granting to the American Invalid Aid Society of Boston, Mass., the aban- 
doned Fort Marcy Military Reservation, in New Mexico, for the purpose of a 
national sanitarium for the treatment of pulmonary diseases.“ he: 
For reasons stated in the Commissioner's report, in which he is of the opin- 
ion that there are no objections to the passage of the bill, I have the honor to 
say that I believe the should become law, and recommend its passage. 


„ WM. H. SIMS ta 
re Acting Secr 
Hon. Jonny. F. Lacey, „Acting etary. 
Chairman Committee on the Public Lands, 
House of Representatives, 
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The amendments proposed by your committee are as follows: 

Strike out on pase 18. 40 the word “ assembled," in line 2, all contained 
in lines 3, 4, and 8, down to and inclu the word diseases,“ in line 
9, and insert eu thereof the follo to wit: 

“All that part of the abandoned Fort tary Reservation, with all 
tbe improvements thereon, in the city of Sante Fe, Territory of N 


avenue and 


for the treatment of pulmonary di 
Amend inserting in line 12, after the word “named,” the following 
words, and shall make no charge for medical treatment therein.“ 


Mr. TERRY. Mr. S er, if occurs to me that this proposed | 


measure is a violation of all the precedents of this House in regard 
to these reservations. If I have caught correctly the reading of 
the report of the Interior Department, the governor of New Mex- 
ico wanted this reservation turned over to the city of Santa Fe; 
and now, instead of that being done, here is a proposition to turn 
it over to a private corporation organized in the State of Massa- 
chusetts. If this sanitarium is to be such a good thing, the people 
of Santa Fe ought to know it. If they are willing that this reser- 
vation in. the city of Santa Feshould be appropriated for the erec- 
tion of a sanitarium, then all well and proper; but we should give 
them a chance to say so. 

Mr. CATRON. at is their statement; they have recom- 
mended this very thing. 

Mr. TERRY. No; you have not submitted any expression from 
the citizens in that report. You have a statement that some 


officials 

Mr. CATRON. No; the mayor of the city states that the board 
of common council of the city recommends this disposition of the 
reseryation. That is stated in the report. 

Mr. TERRY. It has been held time and again that agreements 
or concessions made by city officials, when they are not assembled 
according to law, amount to nothing. It is very easy to go to a 
mayor or an alderman of a city and get a letter or statement from 
him; but to submit a question directly to the representatives of 
the people and get their yote upon it after full discussion is a very 
different matter. 

This bill does not undertake to turn this reservation over to the 
city of Santa Fe. If it did that, I think it would be perfectl 
proper, because that has always been the course pursued in reg: 
to these abandoned mili reservations. But you do not propose 
to do that in this case. You turn over this property, this very 
valuable piece of land in the city of Santa Fe, to a private cor- 

ration. 
E NON, I want to say to the gentleman that if he can obtain 
unanimous consent without my voice, I am not going to object to 
the consideration of the bill. But I submit to the judgment of 
the House whether or not we ought to pass such a bill as this. I 
for one will not vote to give one of these reservations to a private 
corporation entirely outside of the State, without the people con- 
cerned having had a chance to express themselves upon it either 
by their direct vote or through their immediate representatives. 

here a person simply goes around and gets the statement of an 
alderman or a mayor that he thinks a particular proposition is a 
very worthy one, and everything of that sort, that, it strikes me, 
is not the way to do business. It is not the legal and proper way 
to obtain an expression from persons charged with official respon- 
sibility. IS vote against this measure. 

Mr. STEELE. Is it not a fact that when it was proposed to 
abandon this reservation and build a new post near Santa Fe one 
of the reasons urged in favor of that proposition was that the 
land on which the old fort was located in the city of Santa Fe 
would sell for enough to nearly pay the se of the new post? 

Mr. CATRON, that question asked of me? 

Mr. STEELE. Of you or any other gentleman. 

Mr. CAT®ON. I know of no such statement ever having been 


made. 
Mr. STEELE. I do not think there is any question that it was 


e. 

Mr. CATRON. I know that if this ground were sold it would 
not sell for one hundredth part of enough to build a new fort. 

Mr. STEELE. What I meant to say was that according to the 
statement made this property would sell for enough to buy new 
ground for another 2 Soe not enough to build the fort. 

Mr. CATRON. The people of Santa Fe have offered to the 
Government a title free for the land on which to build the new 
fort. Hence there is no necessity for the purchase of new 
ground, and there is no pretense that such purchase will ever be 


uired. 
"The improvements on this land are made of adobe or sun-dried 
brick, which goes to ruin very rapidly. The old fort is now unoc- 
cupied, and in a 8 time will absolutely go to ruin. 
. STEELE. t is the value of the ground-—the 17 acres? 
Mr. CATRON. If you should go out and undertake to sell the 
land to-day in parcels, you might get $17,000 for it, $1,000 per 


acre. If you should put it up at public, forced sale, you could 
not get $5,000 for the whole of it, with the fnprowementta. 

Mr. TERRY. What is the population of Santa Fe? 

Mr. CATRON. Seven thousand. 

Mr. BOATNER. Is it true that the proposition is to donate 
this propan to a private corporation? 

Mr. CATRON. The proposition is to donate 4 acres to a cor- 

ration or, ed under the laws of Massachusetts, known as the 

nvalid Aid Society, who propose to establish a national sanita- 
rium, and who will be required by this bill to furnish medical 
treatment absolutely free; and if they fail to comply with the 
terms of the gift the property will revert to the Government. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. They do not propose to furnish free 
board to the patients? 

Mr. CATRON. No. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. How many persons will the buildings 
accommodate? 

Mr. CATRON, The expectation is to put up new buildings. 
These old buildings would accommodate very few—probably 40 or 
50. But the intention of the company is to erect new buildings 
worth several hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. STEELE. There is a statement somewhere in the papers 
that the judge of some court has decided that this ground tes re- 
verted to the State. 

Mr. CATRON. There has been no decision in New Mexico to 
that effect. 

Mr. STEELE. But that statement is made somewhere in the 
report. The Commissioner of the Land Office or the Secretary of 
the Interior says it has been claimed that such a decision has been- 
made; but the decision is not given. 

Mr. CATRON. -I state most positively that there has been no 
decision of that kind anywhere, either in New Mexico or out of it. 

Mr. STEELE. Sup there should be a decision of that kind? 

A MEMBER. Then the land would not pass by this grant. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. Mr. Speaker, this seems to be an impor- 
tant bill. It involves the donation of a military reservation. 0 
facts do not seem to be fully understood. We do not know whether 
this reservation has been fully abandoned by the Government or 
not. -I suggest that the bill might go over Monday, so as to 
give members a chance to investigate the case. I do not hear of 
m 8 15 from the Secretary of War advising this transfer. 

he SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. DE ARMOND. I object. 


JOHN RYAN, 


Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the resolution I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to pay, out of the contingent fund of the 
House of Representatives, to the widow of John Ryan, d late a mes- 
senger on the soldiers’ roll of the House of Representatives, who died Anguss 
10, a sum equal to his salary for six months, and the expenses of his 
illness and funeral, said expenses not to exceed the sum of 

There being no objection, the resolution was considered and 
agreed to. 


MIRUM C, PECK. 


Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for tho 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 9619) granting a pension 
to Mirum C. Peck. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Mirum 
.. ͤ meres 

on 1880 olun e war 
and limitations of the pension: laws. a 

The Committee on Pensions recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Add to the bill. and pay him a pension rated at $8 per month.“ 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to correct the committee amend- 
ment. The word him,“ in line 8, should be stricken out and 
“her” eens: so as to read, and pay her a pension rated at $8 
per month.” SA y 

The SPEAKER, Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. MILNES. Let us have the report read. 

The report (by Mr. MozLEY) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9619) 
granting a pension to Mirum C. Peck, have considered the same and report: 

The t is the widow of Hartwell B. Peck, who enlisted May 8, 1848, 
for the war with Mexico in Company D, Santa Fe Battalion of Missouri Vol- 
unteers, and was honorably discharged October 17, 1848. The service is a 
matter of record at the War Department, and the records also show that a 
detachment of which Peck was a member while acting as escort to Major 
Bryant, paymaster, between Leavenworth and Fort Mann, on the Arkansas 
River, had a severe engagement June 18, 1848, with hostile Comanche and 

T AEPA ra filed an application at the Pension Bureau under the Mexican 


war act of Janu: 20, 1887, but the same was disallowed upon the 
e teak the Macionn war baying ended May 30, 1848, the period of the 
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"s service e AI EO eA ene, Seen noes 
ve titio under 


to 
bserved, ä actual service covered a 
riod of five months and nine days. He enlisted in faith for the war 
Mexico, and participated in an e ment with hostile Indians while p yao: 
g the p proper, — the Uni tates. The value of his services to the 
as R si y march to Mexico would have 
pension under 


Treen, and the latter wo T.. ithe te the 
general law 

The soldier died January 16, 1865, and 8 beneficiary, is now 
about 66 years old, yhing toward and 8 affected by lung disease as to be 


unable to do am 
Th 


„ shown by th o testimony on file at the Pension Bureau. 
of the bill In respect? with an amendment 
adding after the word the words and pay her a pension rated at $8 per 


Mr. TALBERT. I-would like to ask the gentleman from Mis- 
psi toa that claim has been considered at a regular Friday night 


Ar. . Dock ERV. It has been considered by the Committee on 
Pensions, and rted unanimously. 

Mr. TALBERT, Thaan eee, bebe’ the Friday night ses- 
sion? 

Mr. DOCKERY. And is in every way a meritorious case. x 
hopem friend will not object. 

r. TALBERT. Ido oo object. 
There being no objection, the bill was considered. 
The amendment to fhe amendment recommended by the com- 


mittes was agreed to. aN 
ed and read a 


The amendment as amended was agreed 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engross' 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
On motion of Mr. DOCKERY, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 
JOHN H. WILLIS. 


Mr. DANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 4879) for the relief of John 


Willis. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Beit der etc., That the nope peer of War ba; sa he hereby is, directed 
e the against 


to remo 55 the name 
of John H. Willis, 0 Battery D, Fourth U States — 


The Committee on Military Affairs recommend the adoption of 
the following amendment: 
tho “to date That no or 
—— 4 —.— — e poop Bg! 6 of this act. — 3 
Mr. DANFORD. This bill passed during the last Congress both 
the Senate and the Honse, but so late that it did not reach the 
President in time for his This soldier served through- 
out the entire war—from 26th day of April, 1861, to the 26th 
day of April, 1865—and then, with the feeling that the war was 
over, he returned home. He did not desert whilst there was an 
sd in the field. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 
There was no objection. 
The amendment recommended by the committee was 
= TALBERT, I would like o have the report in 
rea 
R report (by Mr. BisHop) was read, as follows: 
e Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
ny, entitled “A — for the relief of John H. Willis,“ beg leave to . 
tie Wh in report, and recommend that said bill de pass, with an amendment 
as 


to. 
t case 


soldier 25, 1861, and serv thfully until Ma 24 iih, 
through the eniro t the war. He claims that it was his erstan: 
pees the date of of war should 
na Poe has earn 


h discharge by aie iy TAa ok tis adaliey Accoogh Sos GANTE NAINUT 
an honorable en! 
of the whole period of the war. 


RECORD AND PENSION Bashan WAR DEPARTMENT, 
5 January 18, 1894. 

DEAR BIR: In compliance with your of this 3 
be furnished with o, military record of Jobn B- Willis, late'a rivate of 
Company Thirteenth Indiana Infantry, and leona Ag United 

8 e the cords of this office U tha Jolm H A H. Willis, Company E, 
. Ə reco: Q ofice 
ppears pey 


th Infantry, was d April 25, 1861, 
He nether to have 3 ai aak with his command from 


Arm; 
records of tie permanent military establishment are not in this office, 
received from the Adjutant-General of Co pat Fao isthec 
those records, shows that this soldier enlisted ber 21, 1 
Bat D Fourth United States 755 a? Suffolk, Va.; that he was 
81, 1864, at Portsmouth, y reason reenlistment: that 
he 2 in the same battery ee 1 thar and deserted Ma 26, 1865, 
at Camp Lincoln, Va., and that on Novem r 23, 1893, he was 17 15 ed with 
ad s release under the = of April 11, 1890. 
No information with found upon the hospi- 
records from 1861 to 
y, 
F. C. AINSWORTH, 
Colonel, United States Army, Chief Record and Pension O; 


Hon. A. J. Pearson, 
Howse of 


buta 


inclusi 
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ARMSTRONGS MILLS, BELMONT COUNTY, OHIO, 


November 28, 1891. 
To the Honorable Members of Congress, U. 8. DN 


Dear Sms: John H. Willis, who was a — Fourth Reg- 
iment United States who at at this se session of E gae gorge have 
a petition — to your honorable bod removal 
desertion, soldier that volunteered in ron followed the fing throw ae 


all 3 ex and scenes of the war 
always ready for duty when called 0, an his health has been greatly 


300 le hardships wi he was 
Ere 4 He being a credible citizen, and ha served his cou 50 
— ia 6 examination and I 
8 will do him 
y, HENRY KINNEY, JR. 


ArusTRoNaS Mirs, ONIO, November 30, 1501 
Honorable Members of Congress, U. S. A.: 


would I consider to provide for and family. Consider his 
I take this opportunity of the members of Con- 
gress for the uniform courtesy and dness extended to the applicants, 


THE STATE OF OHIO, County of Belmont, $8; 
Before me, A. H. 1 


. 
personally came ö 5 — a = 
god Seve ces that Pane sears cone H. W. Company D n 


9 9 aed hon he came home from the war, soms t 
mon ws Bo mB pen nee trey 
with chroni hic Glarvhon, 


months or more, . tory his uae under treatment of the doctor, 
pac tog ownage R ge wy 8 
as she 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 12th da peas 
[sea] A. H. CALD 


THE Stare OF OHIO, County of Belmont, 8: 


he came 


1865, he was in 
that he did not perform any — labor for two months or more. 
MORGAN POWELL. 


H. ©. CALDWELL. 

Sworn toand subscribed 
D ie by said Morgan Powell before me this 15th day of 

[SEAL.] A. H. CALDWELL, Notary Public. 

Mr. TALBERT. fae pete ate ask if this bill has been con- 
sidered aropa. t session? 

Mr. DANFOR.: t has been considered by the Fifty-third 
Congress both House and Senate. The gentleman 
from South Carolina himself and the gentleman from North 
3 [Mr. Pzarson] had a colloquy on the floor in regard to 

Mr. TALBERT. I make no objection. 

There being no objection, the as amended was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DANFORD, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


HENRY F. THORNTON, 


Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I ask a consent for the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 1064) for the relief of 
F. Thornton. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Beit That the 
N oe — — ale FN Aw hone 


Mexi u certificate 
certifieate NO, BOA now held by eaid Thornton as a riger of eld wür- 
SEC. 2. That this act shall take effect from December £5, 1895. 
—— committee recommend the adoption of the following amend- 
ments: 
8 * 
eee er line . “twenty-five” and insert “fifteen,” and, 
The SPEAKER. 15 there objection to tho present consideration 
of the bill? 
Mr. SPALDING. Lask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. CoLson) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions. pe Dg opr dee the bill (H. R. 1064) en»; 
titled “A bill for the: relief of Hen: leave to submit the 


war. 


tram Deca io Pelna i, vided by the act of January Bae 
gran’ pension per mon o y act of Jam 
and this was su uently increased eased to $12 month under the act of Jan! 


a tans, and a ie TL 

— a condition . inca) tated fi or earning & 

support by manual further shown that he has absolutel: y nó! 
apg een OX pond Lingine asile from his pension. 

several precedents for the allowance of an increased rating to 


850 . CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 16, 


the wholly disabled and de; lent pensioners of the Mexican war, and your 
committes bali 4 — 7 


eve that su 
justice in this case. 

The following amendments are recommended: Strike out the word 
“twenty-five,” in line 6, and substitute therefor the word “fifteen.” Strike 
out the second section of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. OWENS. 5 according to that report, this vet- 

is now on the pension roll at the rate of $12 per month. The 
asks $25 a month. 

This man is some 70 years of age, bedridden, helpless, and with- 
out means of support, and his wife is nearly as old as he is and as 
helpless to earn a living ashe. The committee having conceded 
the necessity of some increase in his pension, I can not believe 
that they would insist on the amendment of $15 a month, an in- 
crease of but $3, which of course amounts to nothing. I hope the 


precedents may be followed with propriety and 


si fica Ride Ripa: insist on the user pry but ons ens ouse 
ill pass the bill as ori y proposed, a a mon 
Mr. STEELE. Mr. er, I notice that it directs the “ Com- 


missioner of Pensions.” 

Mr. OWENS. Yes, I noticed that. I want to move to amend 
that by striking out the words Commissioner of Pensions” and 
inse the words ‘' Secretary of the Interior.” 
Mr. STEELE. How long did this man serve? 
Mr. OWENS. Ido not remember; not very long. 
ing the Mexican war. f 

. STEELE. I understood from the reading of the report that 
he must have served as much as sixty days. 

Mr. OWENS. More than that. 

Mr. STEELE. Sixty-two days. I believe the committee con- 
sidered the bill very carefully, and it seems to me the gentléman 
should be satisfied with the recommendation of the committee. 

Mr. OWENS. It is in just this shape, that the man and his 
family are helpless and without any means of support whatever. 
He is confined to his bed and unable to do anything, and his wife 
is in nearly as herploss a condition. The question presents itself 
to the House whether the granting of an increase of $3 a month 
amounts to anything as a substantial increase. The beneficiary is 
an old man, not likely to live very long, and has been entirely 
unable to leave his for some time. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the first com- 
mittee amendment. 

The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr. 
Owxs) there were—ayes 22, noes 57. 

Accordingly the amendment was rejected, 

The SPEA. R. The question now is on the second committee 
amendment, which the Clerk will report. 

Mr. STEELE. Mr. Speaker, before that amendment is acted 
upon, I move to strike out “twenty-five ” and to insert “twenty.” 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment to strike 
out ‘‘ twenty-five” and insert ‘‘ twenty.” 

The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr. 
STEELE) there were—ayes 28, noes 52. 

Accordingly the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ST E. I move to make it $16 a month. 


THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE CHARLES F. ORISP. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the special order. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Saturday, January 16, 1897, bosinning at 1 o'clock p. m., be 

apart for paying a tribute to the memory of the Hon. CHARLES F. ORISP, 
late a member of the House of Representatives from the State of Georgia. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolutions 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. s 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. TURNER 
offers the following resolutions, which will be reported by the Cler 
of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the business of the House be now suspended, that rtu- 
nity may be given for tributes to the memory of Hon. CHARLES F. Crisp, 
late a Representative from the State of Georgia. 

Resolved, That as a mark of t to the memory of the deceased, and in 

ition of his eminent abilities as a distinguished public servant, the 
ouse, at the conclusion of these memorial Rr gs, shall stand adjourned. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Senate. 

Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to communicate a copy of these 
resolutions to the family of the deceased. 


Mr. TURNER of ng Mr. Speaker, Mr. CrisP was born 
on the 29th of Jan , 1845. In the month of May, 1861, while 
he was still but a lad, he enlisted in the army of the Confederate 
States, and his service was thenceforth rendered in the State of 
Virginia. At the end of the war he studied law, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 1866. Soon thereafter he became solicitor- 
general of his judicial circuit, was reappointed to that honorable 
station, and then became judge of the superior court, in which 
high station he served for five years, and was then nominated for 

ongress. 

Appearing on this floor during the Forty-eighth Congress, he 


It was dur- 


was reelected consecutively six times. He became Speaker of the 
House of Representatives during two terms, and during the pres- 
ent N Saag by the nomination of his party associates, he became 
leader of his party. 

During a prior Congress, and while he was Speaker, the gover- 
nor of Georgia tendered to him an ad interim appointment to the 
Senate of the United States, to fill the vacancy caused by the death 
of the late General Colquitt. That honorable position he declined, 
During the present Co s he became a candidate for a regular 
term in the Senate, to begin on the 4th day of March next, and 
in the early part of October last a general assembly was chosen 
in Georgia, which would in a few weeks, with practical unanim- 
ity, have elected him to the Senate. He died on the 23d day of 
October last, a few weeks after his last great success. 

The remarkable eminence which he attained seems greater when 
contrasted with his humble beginning. His training in the schools 
was limited. While yet a youth he joined the Confederate Army 
and had not reached his majority when the war ceased. From a 
military prison he went forth to the i of life, without edu- 
cation and without resources, amid a people prostrated by a great 
defeat in war and impoverished byits desolating consequences. He 
was the foster childof adversity. Inthe camp, on the march, and 
in battle he learned lessons more difficult than those taught in the 
schools. There is not in all the varied round of human experi- 
ence a more 3 trial than that of a tender youth suddenly 
subjected to the horrors of war. But the lad who can bear strain, 
and endure privation, and face danger and death, may in ce 
climb the dizzy heights to an elevation next to the highest in the 
world! His great career ended in his prime. His bright day closed 
at its noontide. He left this last field of honor without the sting 
of defeat, and amid the cheers of victory. But, sir, between my 
late colleague and myself there was a wide difference of opinion. 
I leave to others the pleasant task of delineating the traits of 
character which endeared him to his friends, and of recountin 
the steps by which he rose to the highest places of power asd 
responsibility. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, a sad duty engages our at- 
tention to-day. We are here to review the life, services, and char- 
acter of our distinguished colleague and ex-Speaker of this House, 
Hon. CHARLES F. Crisp, of Georgia. 

To his own delegation will be assigned the sacred duty of point- 
ing out historically the leading actions of his life. I will briefly 
consider Judge CRIS from the standpoint of my personal acquaint- 
ance and relationship with him as a member of this body. 

This House presents in a marked di evidence of the great 
law of change affecting all the relations of life. Judge Crisp com- 
menced his service as a member of this body in the Forty-eighth 
Congress. When he died, October 23, 1896, there were only twelve 
members in the Fifty-fourth Congress who had served continu- 
ously with Judge Crisp from the time that he entered Congress, 
and twenty in the same Congress who served with him in the 
Forty-eighth. 

He was one of seven elected to the Fifty-fourth Congress who 
were removed by death. 

Fe oe suggest the uncertainty of all life’s positions and of 
ife itself. 

My relations with Judge Crisp have been somewhat singular. 
He was the first member of Congress with whom I held heated 
debate, and I believe I was the last with whom he had debate de- 
veloping some of the feeling so often incident to our legislative life, 
but leaving no scar. Our relations always, saving our first experi- 
ence, were of the most friendly character, and our first sharp 
encounter taught us, I believe, to respect each other. 

Though never intimate with Judge Crisp in that sense which 
means comradeship, so necessary to my life, we were always good - 
friends, enjoying thoroughly cordial relations and mutual respect. 
I soon learned that his word once given to me was sacredly kept. 

He was a man of high honor, and self-respect was a dominating 
element in his character. 

He was truly a strong, deep, and earnest character. 

He was never a trifler. 

He was kind and gentle in his manner, so much so in ordinary 
relations that one often wondered at the high and intense feeling 
which at times he was capable of swiftly reaching. 

Some are constituted so as to move through life on a dead, cold 
level; others sound all the notes of life, reveling in its sunlight, 
suffering in its shadows. The greatest lives know both storm and 
rest. The Pacific Ocean can woo to its waters, but can drive in 
terror to its shores. 

These thoughts come from a study of Judge CRISP in my four- 
teen years’ relationship with him on this floor. He had in his na- 
ture the sunlight and the shadow, the tempest and the calm. 

Entering the Confederate army as a mere boy of about 16, he 
soon learned how very serious a matter life was. It 3 the 
good metal until it was capable of great work, and the boy with- 
out a boyhood was soon a powe and aggressive man. His 
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strength and ability invited the confidence of the People, whosoon 
elevated him, step after step, until, in this body, he reached a po- 
sition of power second only to that of the Chief Executive. 

When death took him he had not yet attained the fullest stature 
of his mind, j 

The great Georgian sleeps—after a hard, active, tireless sum- 
mer’s work and before the autumn’s harvest had come. 


Mr. CATCHINGS. Mr. Speaker, it has long been acustom with 
the House of Representatives, upon the death of one of its mem- 
bers, to set apart a day upon which addresses may be delivered for 
the purpose of placing upon its records in suitable form evidence 
of the esteem in which he was held. It is exceedingly difficult to 
prepare remarks for such purpose which shall be in all particulars 
appropriate. We are prone to indulge in fulsome eulogy, or, in 
the effort to avoid that, to fall short of paying just tribute. On 
this occasion, to me the task is peculiarly trying. The relations 
between Hon. CHARLES F. CRISP and myself were so intimate, my 
affection for him was so t, and my estimate of his character 
and abilities so high, that I shrink from speaking of him as the 
would naturally prompt me to do. The strong qualities whic 
enabled him to grasp and retain the unchallenged leadership of his 

arty in the House of Representatives, and which twice gave him 
ts Speakership, manifested themselvesin his boyhood, and steadily 
ew in potency and brilliancy up to the very hour of his death. 

e entered the Confederate army when a slender lad but 16 years 
of age. Notwithstanding his extreme youth, he was soon elected 
to a lieutenancy of his company. Had he not been made a pris- 
oner of war in May, 1864, and confined as such until hostilities 
had ended, there can be little doubt that he would have earned 
and achieved still higher and more responsiblerank. Within five 
years from his admission to the bar he was appointed solicitor- 
general for one of the judicial circuits of his State, and in 1873 
Was reappointed for a term of four years. 

His 1 in his profession was so rapid that in 1877 he 
was appointed judge of the superior court of the same circuit, and 
he was afterwards twice elected to that office. In 1882 he was 
elected a Representative in Con, , and was six times succes- 
sively reelected. Almost from the day of his entrance into the 
House of 5 he was recognized as one of its foremost 
members. In the Forty-ninth Congress, as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, in the absence of its distinguished chairman, 
he had in charge the bill to create the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission and define its jurisdiction and powers. That measure 
elicited prolonged, earnest, and serious debate, and the great skill 
and ability displayed by him in defending it and securing its 
passage gave him rank among the strongest and most useful Rep- 
resentatives. He had already, in the Forty-eighth Con; given 
evidence of that remarkable grasp and perception of parliamentary 
law which was ee to develop until he became one of its ac- 
knowledged masters. It will be remembered that the seat of Hon. 
John G. Carlisle, the Speaker of the Fiftieth Congress, was con- 
tested. This made it improper that the members of the Commit- 
tee on Elections, which would be charged with the duty of exam- 
ining into and reporting upon this contest, should be appointed by 
him. It was therefore provided that the committee shonld be 
chosen directly by the House of Representatives. . 

Hon. Henry G. TuRNER, of Georgia, then, as now, an honored 
Representative, had been chairman of that committee in the 
Forty-ninth Congress, and in that capacity had rendered most 
useful and distinguished service. He declined to serve longer on 
that committee. J nago Crisp’s power in debate, professional 
acquirements, and aptitude for parliamentary management had 
been so notable that, as by one impulse, his Democratic colleagues, 
though against his will, selected him for the chairmanship of the 
committee. His work in connection with it was of such high order 


that when the Fiftieth Congress ended he had greatly advanced 
himself in public estimation as well as in the regard of his col- 
leagues. In the Fifty-first Congress, which ha under 


Republican control, he was the senior member of the Democratic 
minority of the Committee on Elections. Though not holding a 
committee assi ent of such character as according to the prece- 
dents invested him with the highest rank, yet, immediately upon 
Mr. Carlisle’s retirement from this body to occupy the seat in the 
Senate to which he had been elected, by sheer force of his remark- 
able fitness he immediately forged to the front and seized the 
actual, substantial leadership of his party, which was never 
wrested from him until he had closed his eyes in his last and 
eternal sleep. No good purpose can besubserved by recalling the 
fierce and frequent struggles which marked the stormy career of 
that Congress. 

It is sufficient to say that this gallant and courageous leader was 
ever in the thick of the fight, battling bravely for the right as he 
saw it, and that amidst all the heat and fury of the turbulent scenes 
then enacted his mind was ever clear, his aims definite, his pur- 
pose unfaltering, and his poise of character so magnificent and 
superb as to challenge the respect and admiration of the whole 


When it became known that the Fifty-second Congress 
ve a Democratic majority, he was at once a candidate for 
the Speakership. His candidacy was not of his own making. It 


coun 
would 


came about upon the insistence of a large number of his 8 
colleagues, who, witnessing his steady growth, the wonderful ver- 
satility he had dis layed in the discharge of every duty to which he 
had been assigned, and, above all, the masterful qualities which 
had distinguished his conduct amidst the trying events of the 
Fifty-first Congress, desired that he should elevated to the 
Speakership and charged with the grave 53 pertain- 
ing to that exalted office. The contest over the Speakership of the 
Fifty-second Congress was one of the most memorable in the 
annals of the House of Representatives. With no external in- 
fluences to aid him, victory came to him through the sheer force 
of his strong and attractive personality and the profound admi- 
ration excited by the eminent services he had rendered his pa 
under circumstances which displayed to advantage his great an 
forceful qualities. During this contest bitter attacks were made 
upon him from many sources, but his character was so lofty and 
his qualifications so conspicuous that the shafts of misrepresenta- 
tion and calumny fell harmless at his feet. He did not regard his 
election as in any sense a personil triumph, and I know that he 
entered upon the duties of the office of Speaker with as pure and 
patriotic emotions as ever animated the human breast. 

The difficulties and responsibilities attendant upon that office 
are known to few outside of this Chamber, and in all their de- 
tails they are not fully appreciated by many of us here. The 
Speaker appoints all the committees of the House. This power of 
appointment, conferred upon him by our rules, enables him in a 
large measure to give color to all important legislation which may 
be proposed by the several committees. The pressure upon him 
by members of the House for such assignments as their ambition 
or tastes may lead them to desire is persistent and tremendous, 
While he can not and should not turn an indifferent ear to the 
claims of his friends and supporters, yet he must not forget that 
the responsibility for legislation rests largely upon him, and that 
beyond certain limitations, if he would have the best work done, 
he can not afford to be influenced Vy porsona considerations or 
the inclinations of friendship. And in any event, even where all 
considerations are equal, his appointments can not be shaped so 
as to satisfy the expectations or desires of all. 

Under the rules of the House, very few of the committees have 
the privilege of calling up for consideration at any time bills re- 
ported by them. Committees not possessing this privilege, and 
members interested in bills repo by them, are constantly im- 
8 the Speaker to allow such measures to be acted upon. 

is imposes upon him the burden of examining these bills, pass- 
ing judgment upon them, and determining whether or not he will 
intervene to secure their consideration by the House. In the very 
nature of things he feels the necessity in the large majority of 
instances of this sort to refuse his intervention. While the 
Speaker is not so separated from the membership of the House as 
that, as in the case of the speaker of the British House of Commons, 
he must cease to be a partisan when he assumes the duties of his 
office, yet as to all questions not involved in party policy it is 
incumbent upon him to deal fairly and impartially with all of the 
members of the House. A man so constituted that he can not as 
to such 1 questions be absolutely just and equitable is 
not qualified for the office of Speaker. No man can satisfactorily 
discharge the functions of the Speakership who is not a good judge 
of human nature. He must understand that there are many men 
of many minds;” that peculiarities of temperament exist among 
the members of this House as elsewhere; that some of them are 
insistent and persistent, while others are diffident and shrinking; 
that some are extremely sensitive and easily wounded, while others 
are phiogtaatig and not of so fine a mold; that self-assertiveness 
and loquacity are not always, or even usually, accompanied by 
the best ability, and finally, that, generally stated, ach member 
= Set striving to serve his constituency according to the lights 

ore him. 

How well Judge Crisp met the requirements of the Speaker’s 
office there are many here and elsewhere who can attest. His 
kindly and patient consideration of all requests made of him was 
notorious. He was always accessible, and neither by word nor 
manner gave offense to those whose official duties compelled them 
to approach him. Amidst all the pressure upon him, even after 
his health was broken and the burdens of the office seemed more 
than he could bear, as Clarendon said of the great Hampden, “ He 
preserved his own natural cheerfulness and vivacity, and, above 
all, a flowing courtesy to all men.” Indeed, his nature was so 
kindly and his desire to possess the esteem and friendship of his 
colleagues so intense that even when it must have cost him great 
effort he would assume that cordial manner and cheery smile so 
familiar to all of us in this Chamber. In dispensing the privi- 
leges at his disposal regarding the proceedings of the House he 
was absolutely impartial, and neither friend nor foe ever suspected 
that he had not received from him fair and equitable treatment. 
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As a presiding officer he has had few equals. His presence in 
the Speaker's chair was so fine and manly, his voice so full and 


differed à the right of all men to think 
for themselves, and imputed no improper motives or lack of 
ability to those who had reached conclusions and expressed opin- 


ions different from his own. 
This fairness upon his was ever displayed in his official 


capacity as „ as as in private intercourse. During 
* eee 1893, when the House of Representatives was 
called upon to deal with the t wee financial question then 
ted for its consideration, although he was an earnest ad vo- 
cate of the free coinage of silver, his official conduct was so fair 
and exempt from all personal bias or judice that no man, 
whatever views may have been, could have pointed to an 
wordor act of his upon which to base complaint or criticism. 
as in this i so it ever was with in dealing with great 
ri 


$ He had rendered 1 and valuable 
service, and oe K N the prime of life, he had abundant re- 
= u w e eee ete ee, COON 
and proudly have drawn in its interest and behalf. 

i were so 
t he was reelected to the 


in the Fifty- „which had passed 33 
control, he was complimented by the unanimous vote of his party 
associates for that office. During the Fifty-third he was 


tendered by the governor of 
to fill the vacancy created by the th Colq 
was no small part of his ambition to represent his State in that 
august body. Accompanying this tender came telegrams from 
distinguished citizens of 5 the vacant seat 
in the Senate, pledging him that if he would accept the appoint- 
ment he Konid DATO no opposition for election before the legisla- 
ture. He did not feel that under the existing circumstances he 
would be justified in vacating the Speakership, and therefore 
promptly put aside the tempting object of his ambition. In talk- 
with him on 53 that the opportunity to 

3 the Senate might never come to him again, and 
insisted that he was not called upon to perform such an act of 
self-abnegation. Other friends tendered him similar advice. He 
could not view the situation in that light, and so, placing country 
and party above self, he declined the great honor, and so far as 
outward appearances indicated, without the slightest pain or even 
regret. And yet I knew, as many of his friends did, that he 
desired almost above all things to be a Senator from the State of 
Georgia. No finer act was ever performed by a public man, and 
it is in itself ample proof of the nobility of his soul and the lofti- 
ness of his character. The people of his State, remembering his 
unselfish sacrifice, upon the announcement by Senator GORDON in 
the spring of last year that he would not seek reelection, promptl 
determined that Judge Crisp should be his successor, andalthoug! 
considerable effort was made to organize opposition, yet the admi- 
ration and respect of the people for him was so unbounded that it 
was swept away like chaff before the wind; and at general pri- 
maries held throughout the State in the summer and fall of 1896 
he was chosen as the Democratic nominee by a substantially 
unanimous vote. But the legislature of Georgia was not per- 
mitted to ratify this verdict of the ple by investing him with 
formal title to a seat in the United States Senate. 

The disorder from which he had long been suffering sonden 
struck him down on the 23d day of October, 1896, and, as wi 
Moses of old, when in of the goal of his ambition, his noble 


spirit took its flight from all earthly scenes. The deep and wide- | the 
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t which at once, 2 IN goer letters, resolu-. 
ons, and otherwise, manifested i in all sections of the couma 
try er evidence of the profound impression created throughout 
the United States by his eminent public services and of the high 
and affectionate esteem in which he was almost universally held. 
In the State of Georgia,upon which his splendid career had reflected 
such honor, the grief of the people knew no bounds, and was man- 
ifested by many and impressive public ceremonials. For a time 
his body lay in state in the capitol at Atlanta, where multitudes 
of both sexes and of all and colors thronged to view it. It 
was then carried to his home in Americus upon a 1 
escorted by the whole body of State officials and a delegation 
judges in behalf of the ju of the State. At all the stations 
along = ae vast crowds 8 Fast many instances accom- 
panied by organizations, and o insisting upon havi 
the casket . that they might once more behold the features 
of their honored dead. In Americus, his home, where he was 
revered by his bors for his great achievements and loved for 
his affectionate 


ity i 
district ee eee Lr wey On 
25th day of October, amidst the tears and lamentations of 
vast assem our honored friend and distinguished colleague 
was tenderly laid away in his last resting place. 

I have not yet apoken of his domestic latens indeed, I ecaroe 
know how to of them. poe snag no sumonod mp. in the 
statement that he was a devoted husband and a loving father, I 
doubt if in his family circle a harsh word or tude ace eee 
escaped his lips. Whon wiih his wite end ohiaren ha wrested 
of aay gentle care, and kindly consideration were beyond all 
power r 

The character of our distinguished friend easily accounts for 
the true and real lesderehip acquired and so long retained by him 
in the House of Representatives and elsewhere. I say elsewhere 
for, as I have already pointed out, he was under conditi 
and circumstances a true and real leader. He was wholly exempi 
from every species of charlatanry. Hoe had no trick of voice or 
deportment to distinguish him from others. He never strutted 
or posed, or affected an air of wisdom, or assumed a patronizi 
manner, In social life he never but contented him- 


did not 


great contempt, often say- 
ing that the FFT K 


His ia 8 Was eer 3 Se 
possessing great faculty for retort ebate i 
use oF it whenever it seemed to be the most effective weapon, y 
though smarting at the time, left no per- 
His cari was such that he rarel: 
took a false step in the t of the cause he had in han 
attributable to the fact that he lost sight of 
0 his official duties. I doubt if 


perf 
ty of p 


yimpeached. The traits I have described, coupled with indus- 
try, unceasing vigilance, SASE nal power in debate, and a 
mental poise which nothing could disturb, commanded the ađmi- 
ration, respect, and confidence of his party coll and caused 
them 3 to turn to him for advice and counsel. Th 
knew that he faithfully endeavored to serve his country an 
party; that no desire for personal preferment ever marred his pur- 
pose or his conduct; that he was alert and sagacio 
studious and thoughtful, careful and prudent. Such a man coul 
not fail to bea er,no matter what might be his environments. 
My personal devotion to him was t, and I had abundant cause 
to know that it was fully and co y reciprocated. It gives me 
infinite pleasure to reflect that the friendship between us was 
never impaired, and that to the very last I was the recipient of 
his love and confidence. With me no other can take his place, 


Mr. DALZELL. Mr. , it seems difficult of belief that, 
while we are engaged from day to day in the routine of Congres- 
sional life and strife, one who but lately was in the forefront of 
every battle on this floor is sleeping his last sleep in the soil of his 
Georgian home. It requires our positive knowledge of a melan- 
choly fact to persuade us that a glance across the aisle will not 
disclose his presence in his accustomed seat. His cheery voice, 
his kindly look, the warm grasp of his hand, I cas hardly realize 
that they may not be with me on the morrow. But they will not. 
He who was the leader of his party here and a potential factor 
when the first session of this Congress ended, ere its second session 
began, at the call of Providence, joined the great majority who 
have “passed over the river and are resting under the shade of 
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The thoughts suggested by an occasion like this, while they are 
of the most solemn, interesting, and ve character, are, 
nevertheless, trite and commonplace in their expression. True, 
they bring us face to face with the unsolved and insoluble prob- 
lem of immortality. But death is the common destiny of all. 
Men have been dying since the world began; and with each death 
the same queries have been made, and have failed of answer. 
There is no oracle outside of Revelation to make reply. What 
that country is, or whether any, to which we all are bound no 
man shall know save the emigrant thereto. From him no answer 
comes; and 8 and speculation are vain. There is no 
retreat save to the faith so aptly defined by the great apostle as 
“the substance of things ho for, the evidence of things not 

* 


seen. 

In bringing. my humble but sincere tribute to the memory of 
CHARLES F. Crisp, I shall not undertake to recite at any length 
the history of his life. Others more familiar with its details will 
do that, and they will do it lovingly. The merest outline of it is 
sufficient to prove him to have been a man of mark. Born to an 
inheritance of struggle, without the advantages of wealth or influ- 
ence or great name, his native virtues, and these only, were the 
factors in the problem of his successful fortune. His education 
was only that of the common schools—the common schools that 
so many times have been the grand universities productive of the 
highest type of American citizenship. The test of modern 
English poets has idealized such character in conception of— 


And 


makes ‘force his merit known, 
And lives to clutch the golden keys, 
To mold a mighty state’s decrees, 
8288 
on Fortune’s crowning slope 
The pillar of a people's hope. 
The language of eulogy, Mr. Speaker, is too apt to be the lan- 
guage of extravagance, and the extravagant eulogist overleaps his 
I would avoid that danger, and putting aside so much 
of the s language as would be extravagant here, will simp 
say that the boy of nameless birth who by his own inherent stre: 
became the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Ameri- 
can people has a right to be ranked as one who made by force his 
merit known, and lived to mold a mighty State's decrees. 

Into the ma of our friend’s life there are woven 
13 m a schoolboy he became a soldier; left home 

i to follow the flag that stood to him for the right. That 
was not our flag. From our standpoint, he was mis ; from 
his, he was a patriot. The time has long since gone by when dis- 
pute over that question may be had. d when he was borne, 
mid the lamentations of his people, to his last resting place, he 
could not have had (and I doubt not he himself would have said 
so) a more welcome shroud than the Stars and Stripes—the symbol 
of an indissoluble Union cemented in blood. 

In civil life, with great distinction, he illustrated the versatili 
of American genius and the grand possibilities of American citi- 
zenship. It is characteristic of the American that he is a man of 
many sides. A ible ruler as well as one ruled—a factor in the 
creation and mamtenance of enterprises which, under our system 
of government, depend upon individual effort instead of govern- 
mental, his education is that of experience, and is practical and 
varied. The life of our deceased friend proves the truth of this 
observation. 

He was a lawyer of mark—first, solicitor-general of his circuit; 
then clothed with the spotless ermine of a ju: It is said of him 
that in both of these capacities he measured up to the full stature 
of a perfect manhood. Retiring from his ju hip, he became 
the re tative of his State on the floor of this House. Here 
there is no need to sound his praises. They are part and parcel of 
the plain records of the American Congress. 

During his period of service many questions of national impor- 
tance enlis legislative attention. His attitude with 
thereto was the attitude of his party; and he was ever at the fore 
in the assertion and maintenance of that party’s principles. All 
honor to him for that! All honor, say I always, to the man of 
strong and honest convictions who has the courage to stand by 


In the assertion and maintenance of his chosen beliefs he was 

eld a leader. . the 5 of leadership. He was 

aggressive, logical, convincing. He was inspiring; men 

loved to follow him. He was as ein in defeat as a victory: His 
leadership asserted itself; and by the choice of his party duri 
two Congresses he presided with dignity in the great office 

er of this House. . 
do not say that he was always right. I donotsay that he had 


no faults. Far from it. He was a strong man and gentle; and 
his faults, such as they were, were overborne immensely by his 


virtues; and we have now no save for the latter. 
And so now, with this simple ute to his memory—so far 
short of its deserving—lI leave to his conspicuous place upon 


the roll of the nation’s illustrious dead—among those whom the 
world delights and will continue to honor. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, on the first Monday of De- 
cember, 1883, as a member of the Forty-eighth Con , CHARLES 
FREDERICK Crisp took his seat in this House. Idid not know him 
until the beginning of the Forty-ninth Congress, the first to which 
I was elected. Very early after the organization of the Forty- 
ninth Congress I was assigned to membership on the Committee 
on Pacific Railroads, of which he was also a member. In the 
arrangement of seats at the table of that committee I was placed 
by his side, and in this way first made his acquaintance. I was 
anew member, and althongh he had had then but one term, I 
found he was entirely familiar with all questions before the com- 
mittee and that its able and efficient chairman, the Hon. J. W. 
Throckmorton, of Texas, and the entire committee trusted implic- 
get ee opinions and his judgment. 

e acquaintance thus formed between us grew into perfect 
friendship. There was never an incident of any kind or character 
from the date of our first e Cragin all the long we 
served together in this House, that marred that friendship. It 
remained unbroken to his death. The reflection that throughout 
all his services here I had his esteem, his respect, and his friend- 
Aupas a source of su o satisfaction to me. 

a younger member of the House in service he always gave 
me his encouragement; as a coworker in committee he gave me 
his assistance; and RAN when he came to the ry position 
in the gift of this body, I rejoice to know I enjoyed his confidence 
and support. Each time when he sought the Speakership it was 
my to cast my vote for him; and on the occasion of his 
last nomination to that elevated station I had the honor (which 
Iregarded a high one) by his request to formally present his 
name. On that occasion, among other things, I said: 


caidas Boag saree arg has been given me of placing in nomination for 
Speaker e House in the -fourth a gentleman whois my . 
warm pe: and political frien It without saying that this gentle- 


og ed, and it only remains for 
the in this Chamber 240 of the chosen Representa’ 
and triumphant Democracy. it was, Ta and brilliant 

Iam to name was placeđ in aker’s chair. Two years 
later, when about 215 members of our party met here for a similar purpose, 
with the experience of a past. Congress to guide us, with full knowledge of 
his 5 and ability, he was unanimous action and with 
hearty ace again chosen our leader. e come now a small band of 


triots, so far as numbers are , to say again ho is our choice for 


responsible office, but we recognize the fact that 
tion is impotent. 

The roll was called, and he was unanimously chosen as our 
nominee. 

It will not be expected of me on this occasion to enter into an 
account in detail of his long and useful career as a member of this 
House and a citizen of Gooris. This has been done to-day by 
others of this body by whom these things are said more appropri- 
ately than by myself. Ishall content myself with speaking of him 
in a more general way. 

The effort on my part to fully describe the loss the country, and 
more particularly the Democratic party, sustains by his untimely 
death would be a failure. There is no man in public life to-day 
who could not better be spared than CHARLES F. Crisp. Hig 
place may be taken, but it can not be filled by any other Represent- 
ative. 

He enjoyed to the fullest capacity the confidence of his “ 
not only on this floor, but throughout the Union. Those who dif- 
fered with him here and scot, ea entertained for him marked 
respect. His powers in debate were of the very highest order, as 
all can testify who ever thus methim. He was always cool and 
clear-headed, and often quite aggressive. His eourage was unsur- 
pasen, as his supporters nine e all will bear witness. His 

onesty was never questioned. His conduct was always above 
reproach. Called to the responsible and exacting duties of Speaker 
of the House, he met these responsibilities and duties in such man- 
ner as to reflect not only honor and credit upon himself and his 
party, but upon the entire country. In the chair he was always 
amiab] 8 55 always positive. He was gentle, yet stern when du 
demanded sternness in the er. Heloved to do deeds of kind- 
ness as a presiding officer, but never did them when it was im- 
per to do them or when they were to be done at the expense of 
office. He was gifted in the statement of all questions and 
was a talented parliamentarian. He was at all times com 
and while others 8 excited, his self- ion was never for @ 
moment distur’ He was firm in his administration of the 


affairs of the House, and at times was quite emphatic, but he was 
always impartial. 


, considerate, and just. 
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There are times, we all know, in this body when amidst the 
excitement incident to debate on exciting political questions, 
when party feeling is running high and bitterness of expression is 
freely indulged, to preserve order and fair decorum the occupant of 
that chair is called upon to exercise and must, in his discretion, 
exercise great powers. Vet during all his experience through many 
trying and exciting scenes he never exercised those powers rudely 
or too arbitrarily. He never on such occasions abused the pre- 
rogatives and powers of the Speaker or brought his high office into 
contempt. 

I eae not be understood as saying or insinuating that he was 
not a partisan, or, more strictly speaking, a party man. He was a 
strong believer in the principles and tenets of his party, and this 
with a man of his pronounced conyictions and courage necessarily 
made him more or less a partisan; but his partisanship was never 
exerted at the expense of his patriotism. Though a partisan he 
was not a fanatic, : 

His experience as a lawyer and judge made him conservative 
and fair-minded. He never for one moment permitted his parti- 
sanship to provoke in him bitterness of feeling or expression or 
to render him uncharitable toward his political opponents or those 
with whom he differed. He never impugned motives when en- 
gaged in controversies nor assailed character in isan warfare. 

is public record covers a period when courage, high ability, 
and absolute integrity were alee to meet grave and important 
exigencies. It isa proud satisfaction to know that his connection 
with the history and his appearance in all these exigencies and 
emergencies were wholly honorable to himself and conspicuously 
serviceable to his State and country. 

In unofficial life he was given best opportunity to display those 

lendid traits of character which in him were so pronounced and 
distinguished. I have said he was honorable and just as a public 
man and presiding officer; so he was sincere and true as a private 
citizen. is was a changeless sincerity. He was never in dis- 

ise. He was the soul of honor. He had a contempt for every- 

ing low, mean, or sordid. Highly endowed as he was by nature 
and his own training, with so many estimable traits, his influence 
over men was almost without limit. 

He had no compromise to make with that which was wrong, 
and held with 8 tenacity to that which he believed to be right. 

He was warm-hearted, genial, and social in his nature. He 
enjoyed the companionship of friends, and made it both pleasant 
and agreeable for them to be with him. High toned, manly, and 
dignified in manner and conduct, he treated everyone, both high 
and low, in fashion becoming a gentleman, and expected like 
treatment in return. 

He was in every respect a most lovable man. 

All who came in close acquaintance or contact with him became 
his friends and admirers. He was a genuine type of the best ele- 

ent of the South. He was called before his work was finished. 

e did not die of old age or lingering delay. 

His eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 
He was an active worker until his life closed. The full meas- 
of his capabilities had not been reached, and his career was 
5 He was full of ambition, but was never sordid and 
venal. His ambitions were all noble. 

One of his highest ambitions, as I have heard him say, was to 
represent Georgia in the United States Senate. Yet he was so 
self-sacrificing to his conception of the true sense of duty that 
when the coveted seat was graciously tendered him by the gov- 
ernor of his State, he declined it, saying his first duty was not to 
himself, but to the House of Representatives, which honored 
and trusted him. S 

He held the high office of judge before being elected to Congress, 
and also filled other positions of responsibility and dignity in his 
State. In the late war between the States he was a courageous 
soldier. From his early manhood until death ended his bright and 
enviable career his pathway had been strewn all along with 
honors, his hands filled with trusts confided to him by his fellow- 
citizens, his brain continuously occupied in anxious and arduous 
thought, his body often taxed to the utmost of physical endur- 
ance, but his course had been steadily and unfalteringly upward. 

When the end came there was no stain upon his name and fame. 
He died in the maturity of his strength and in the fullness of his 
powers. The position he attained in his country’s pantheon is an 
elevated one. His name will survive long in the history of his 
State and the country. 

A familiar writer has said, ‘‘There is no antidote against the 
opium of time,” and that ‘‘ Gravestones scarce tell the truth forty 
years.” It is vain for any man to hope for immortality, or for 
f patent aroni oblivion, for there is nothing really immortal but 

mortality. 

It is a 1286 that only twenty-seven names of the multitude who 
lived make up the world's history before the Flood. The greater 
partot humanity by far must be content to be as though they had 
ao been, and be found in the register of God and not in the record 

man. 
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I will not . e the names of those who have gone before 
him in the high office of Speaker of this House. Many of them 
have been men of great renown and adorned that exalted sta- 
tion, but none of them surpassed him in zeal and devotion to duty, 
none surpassed him in patriotism, honesty, and courage, and none 
exceeded him in energy and integrity. e best that can be said 
of any of them can be truthfully said of him. ; 

His splendid and successful career was cut off when he was in 
his highest usefulness, and all must realize the irreparable loss 
his State and the Republic sustained when his incompleted life 
was terminated. 

The story of his life illustrates what energy, honesty, integrity, 
and devotion to duty will achieve. That story will illumine the 
brightest page not only in Georgia’s history, but that of our whole 
country; and his name, which passes as an invaluable heritage to 
his grief-stricken widow and children, will be preserved and per- 
petuated in spotless purity through a long hereafter. 


aly” BARTLETT of Georgia addressed the House. See Appen- 


Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, it is sad to have those at any 
time of life go from us who are capable of serving their country. 
But to have the gifted and 3 taken in the prime of life, 
when ability is at the zenith, when the enthusiasm of youth is 
happily blended with the discretion of age, is the greatest loss the 
State can sustain in the death of the citizen. 

Such was the case in the death of Judge CHARLES F. Crisp, 
He had by hard work and superior intellectuality fought the bat- 
tles of early life and won. ə had attained an eminence in his 
State and country of which any man might be justly proud. He 
had the respect and confidence of his party and people in a ver 
high degree. His State stood ready to bestow upon him still 

ter honors. His country was ready to applaud and ratify any- 

hing his State did in his honor. A future full of brightness and 

distinction lay before him when the relentless reaper came and 
claimed the harvest. 

Judge Crisp was one of the young men of the South who came 
on the stage just in time to see his country rent asunder and dis- 
tracted by a fierce fratricidal strife. Brave and enthusiastic, he 
united his fortunes with those of his State and section and risked 
his life in behalf of what he thought was right. The close of the 
war found him still a youth in a land devastated by the ravages 
of war, with its agriculture prostrate, its educational institutions 
closed, many of its young men buried on the battlefield, and sor- 
row and waste hanging likea over the whole land. Such had 
been the ruin around him that of the 11,000,000 people in the 
South the combined wealth of 7,000,000 would probably not have 
aggregated half a million dollars. Ruin stalked abroad where 
prosperity had only a few years before smiled on the whole land. 

There was everything to discourage, there was everything to 
dismay. Such were the scenes which surrounded this young man 
on his return from the greatest war of modern times, and the 
greatest civil war of history. Like many other noble and strong 
young men of that day and land, Judge Crisp saw these dis- 
couraging surroundings without dismay. Instead of giving up 
because his educational advantages had been restricted} by 
paote duties, he cast about him for the best means of restorin 

country to its former prosperity and its prestige. He did no 
give up the struggle of life because the struggle at arms had been 
unsuccessful. He had confidence in the strength of his people, 
the resources of his land, and the power and permanency of tres 
institutions. Others who have preceded me have given so minute 
an account of his action at that period, the exertion he made, the 
success he attained, the trust reposed in him by an appreciatin, 

ple, that it would be out of place for me to reiterate these, bu 

t may be truly said that he was one of the hard-working and 

potent agencies in reviving the drooping spirits of the people 
around him, and in building up the waste places of his loved 
land. Notwithstanding he died so young, he lived to see the 
agriculture of his country rise again to its feet. He lived to see 
the sails of commerce whiten the ocean and Gulf around him. 
He lived to see his own State one of the leaders in the manufacture 
of the cotton it produced. He lived to see the iron smelted in the 
valleys through which he had recently fought force its way 
its superiority or cheapness to the markets, not only. of this 
country, but many of the markets of the Old World. He lived to 
see educational institutions spring up anew where they had been 
paralyzed or destroyed by war. He lived to help return the ballot 
to his comrades in arms from whom it had been taken, and he 
lived to be a potent agent in resisting Federal interference with 
State elections, and in taking from the statute books the laws 
which tended to give undue influence to Federal power in the 
elections of the people. 

Although Judge aise died so young, if we judge his life by its 
activities, its accomplishments, its successes, we may truly say he 
had a long and eventful public career. I knew him well, having 
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served with him during his whole term in Congress, and being con- 
nected with him in committee service at the time of his death. 
He had a quick perception, a strong understanding, and a genial 
di ition. Having lived in the same hotel with | for a con- 
siderable period, I knew his domestic life as well as his public. The 
same gentleness in demeanor which characterized him when asso- 
ciating with his fellow-men he carried to the family circle intensi- 
fied. At the hearthstone, in the midst of his family, he was all 
that could be expected of the husband and father. As a member 
of this House he was watchful and painstaking. As its Speaker, 
when presiding over the House, he was courteous, ready, and firm. 

Mr. B ker, in the death of Judge Crisp his State has lost an 
able by pri Tees public servant, and our institutions a zealous 
advocate and a strong defender. To his family every member who 
served with him and knew him will join in most heartfelt expres- 
sions of sympathy. 

Mr. Speaker, the State of Kentucky, soon after the close of the 
Mexican war, erected in the cemetery at her capital a beautiful 
monument to hersons who fellin that war. The gifted Theodore 
O’Hara recited at its dedication a poem he . for the pur- 

e. He was afterwards a comrade in arms of Judge Crisp, and 
know not how better I can i gy the feelings of his associates 
here from whom he has been taken than by quoting the words of 
his comrade spoken at that monument: 
Nor wreck, nor change, nor winter's blight, 
Nor time's remorseless doom, 


Shall dim one ray of holy light 
That gilds your glorious tomb. 


Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, Tarquin, tyrant of Rome, once 
signified a desire to cut off the heads of his tallest nobles. If nobil- 
ity of nature had been the standard; and CHARLES FREDERICK 
Crisp had lived under his dominion, he would certainly have been 
in danger. Nature had fashioned him with the greatest care, In 
the class for which she had designed him she had left a space very 
near the head of the list wherein he was to write his name. To 
fit him for it, however, his training was to be severe and varied. 
Man, soldier, jurist, he acted his part well; but it was as orator 
and statesman that he was to round up his career. The vicissi- 
tudes that intervened taught him endurance, faith, hope, and con- 
stancy; so that when he arrived at his destined service he was 
fitted for the tremendous encounters he was to endure. 

He entered the lists with extreme modesty. His voice was low 
and soft, his demeanor graceful, his manner unobtrusive. He 
knelt at the shrine of the people, and rose knighted, the defender of 
their rights—a new champion in the lists. Among the throng 
he was hardly noticed, but he placed himself in front of his 
charge. When the poachers of power threatened his preserves, 
he started up— 

Not like a stag that spies the snare, 
But lion of the hunt aware. 

In the grapples that ensued he first leveled the approaches, that 
the contest might be fair. Then he stormed the citadel his adver- 
saryhad setup. With herculean power and unyielding constancy 
he made every crevice feel his incisive assaults, and every salient 
the unabated force of his well-trained battery. When demolition 
ensued and all was over, he made the ruin effulgent with instruct- 
ive lessons. 

I might here close this sketch, satisfied that I had given an out- 
line of the characteristics of this noble man; but he was my friend, 
at times my leader, always my instructor, and I feel it a duty on 
this occasion to fill it up with such observations on his career as 
my knowledge affords. 

shall speak of him with something of the suppressed emotion 
with which Antony struggled over the dead body of Cæsar, though 
in their lives there was little analogous, and in their death noth- 
ing whatever. Neither have I any motive, as the Roman had, for 
playing the cunning orator. To those who were here with him I 
need not say that his conduct was most noble under all circum- 
stances; to those who were not here I will say they have missed 
an exemplar whom they could have studied with advantage. 
Sonha of tremendous import, of vast national importance, 
ook this Hall during his membership. Call to mind the great 
struggle over the force bill; the lesser one over the McKinley bill. 
The first he opposed because he believed it a blow at the attributes 
of citizenship, sapping the foundations of our polity; the second 
because he deemed it the vicious outgrowth of a false political 
economy. All that party zeal, great research, and eminent ability 
could command clashed in these combats. At times the House 
swayed and tossed like a forest heaving to a tempest. When the 
storm had swept by and decorum had returned, such is the tenacity 
of py ties that alignments were found to be hardly affected. 
ow often, amid the wildest commotion, have Í seen CRISP rise 
calm, dignified, and graceful, confident in the justice of his cause, 
spurred on by duty, and by his almost faultless diction, his ear- 
nest manner, and his all-sweeping logic soothe the struggling 
elements. Members might not with him, but they woul 
listen. , nor even asperity. From 


There was no malignity in 


his well-filled quiver he drew no poisoned arrow, for he knew that 
passion and judgment could have little fellowship, and he was 
earnest to convince. 

His oratory was not overvehement. It flowed with regimental 
precision, close-ranked, animated, and confident. His bearing was 
always superb. I never knew him halt for a word, or at fault for 
an illustration. When the situation warranted, he would light 
up the House with the liveliest display of humor. In attributes, 
in political tenets, and in his manner of illustration, he might not 
inaptly be called the John Bright of the American Commons. 

His uts with our distinguished Speaker, eminent for his tal- 
ents and his audacity, were of thrilling interest. 

Flashes of lightning and mutterings of thunder betokened the 
storm. It was like those intense situations we have so often seen 
upon the stage, where the future is threatening and the outcome 
dubious. It was notin the nature of either to give an inch of 
ground. When they had thus met in full career, and the strength 
and mettle of each had fully proved themselves on the other, they 
generally unlocked, if I may so express it, with something like de- 
fiant.courtesy. Each had triumphed over the other for the Speaker- 
ship; each could generously and truthfully say of the other: Great 
let us call him, for he conquered me.” 

Many of us remember Crisp’s contest for the Speakership. It 
was his ambition to preside over the House, of which he was so 
devoted a member. His party dominated by an immense majority 
and were privileged to caucus for the prize. The contest was 
intense enough to unsettle nerves not proof against disturbance, 
From first to last he was threatened with defeat. Yet no ripple 
was observable in his even and well-sustained deportment. hen 
proclaimed victor he received the honor with thanks, . 
that he was conscious of the responsibility it im and mod - 
estly Powie he was confident he could meet its claims. His 
address on taking the gavel was a model of brevity and almost 
touching in simplicity. Here it is: 

GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: For the great honor 
you have conferred npon me I return you heartfelt thanks. 

I shall endeavor to discharge the duties of the office of Speaker with cour- 
tesy, with firmness, and with absolute nper nanti Let us unite in the h 
that our labors here may result in the advancement of the prosperity, the 
honor, and the glory of our beloved country. 

The words “our beloved country” flowed into the speech with 
as sweet a cadence as ever sprang from human heartand fell from 
human lips. By unanimous vote the House afterwards signified 
that he had ed his highest promise. 

It was during his Speakership that his constancy was severel 
tried. His highest ambition was to be a Senator of the Uni 
States; but he desired to win the honor by services faithfully ren- 
dered to his State and people. A vacancy in the Senatorship oo- 
curred. The governor of Snore tendered it tohim. He had 
but to accept it and walk into the other House. He put it in- 
stantly aside to serve out the term for which he had been chosen, 
Duty chained him to the House, and that was a chain at which 
he never strained. In such estimation was he held by the people 
of his State that on the first occasion that offered i they over- 
en 74 designated him for the high position he had declined. 

Such, . Speaker, was your predecessor as I saw him and 
knew him in this House for many years. But there was a softer 
and far more tender shade to his character. It was his love for 
his home and family. I saw him and knew him in his typical 
Georgia home. I have conyersed with him for hours while the 
mocking birds flooded the air with music and the sweet perfume 
of the cape jessamine was wafted to the porch. I have marked 
his devotion to an invalid wife, his tender affection for his chil- 
dren, and his generous care of old and tried servants emancipated 
in the war. I have sat at his table. Morning, noon, and night 
have I seen him bow his head and heard him ask God's blessing 
upon the food spread before him and his. It was a family uni 
in love and affection—one in which the good old Southern term of 
endearment, “honey,” was not forgotten. The children honored 
the father and the mother, and the parents honored the children. 
When the funeral procession the house, the words Hig 
old home” were ed in flowers above the gate. They had 
been placed there by his neighbors. It was thus he passed toa 
new home in the hereufter. : 

But his prilliant attributes will remain a resplendent memory, 
and when bereft of all human vanity, as I hope we may be, many 
of us, I am sure, as years go by, will declare with wholesome 
pride, “I was a member when Crisp was Speaker.” 


Mr. HERMANN. Mr. Speaker, it is related of a t historic 
character whose portrait was being painted that when the artist 
suggested he would eliminate from the picture a mole upon the 
face, the great man answered, No; paint meas I am.” Could 
the wish of our departed friend be known it would be that his life, 
like the face in the portrait, should be represented just as it was. 
And well he could afford this wish. Sir, for nearly twelve years 
it was my privilege to bg associated with Judge CRISP as a mem- 
ber of this Congress, and though differing with him on political 
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lines, I esteem it a high privilege to unite with other associates in 
expressing this my tribute of respect, of love, and admiration for 
the life and character of this distinguished statesman. I speak of 
him as I always found him. : i 
It seems but yesterday that we beheld in yonder chair the genial 
face and well-remembered form of him whose eulogy we now 
speak. Whether as the presiding officer of this House or as the 
unassuming and always courteous member on the floor, his pres- 
ence was such as to invite the most kindly attention from his 
associates as well as from the on-lookers in the gallery. Though 
one of the most devoted to any task undertaken by him, yet in the 
performance of that duty there was alwaysshown a ready willing- 
ness to suffer interruption and with patience to answer either 
friend or opponent, and with equanimity to continue. A remark- 
able trait by ex-Speaker Crisp was in his complete 
self-government. In all the debates in which he participated— 
and it was his lot while a member to participate in some of the 
most exciting controversies known to our annals—he maintained 
a manly self-possession, a placid, undisturbed, and unruffled tem- 
per, and a hold on his subject w eminently fitted him to occupy 
the trying ponon of leader of his party. It must have been a 
leasure and a pride among his p: to follow such a leader. 
ere Was an eof egotism, of arrogance, of captiousness, 
of hauteur in his character. To oa youn eee, more than 
erishe 
ouse can, if his self-will so ordains, 


ey procedure of the House. Never was there a member of 
this y more approachable, more opty S unconscious of high 
honors, sag et more dignified and more 0 
best test o 


there was still retained the 8 lovable qualities which ever 
distinguished him before. He had grown no greater, His asso- 
ciates had grown no less, And yet he was the able, dignified, re- 
spected Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

To the innumerable demands upon him for recognition he was 
courteous and patient—willing to the merits of the measure 
submitted, and then either granting, considering, or regretfully 
declining. Whatever was the answer, the member was made to 
feel that consideration was accorded him. His appeal had been 
kindly, respectfully heard. He could not complain. So sensitive 
was he to the feelings of his fellows, that never did he refuse a 
request that he did not suffer more than did the one denied. 
He never lost his control when § er. Weall recall Rice ah 
bearing when presiding over the House when often wrought up 
to intense excitement over some political debate. It would seem 
as if the angry passions, the personal taunts, the criminations and 
recriminations on the floor, even to the extent of harsh reflection, 
fiery invective, and individual criticism hurled at the Speaker 
himself, would so unnerve and disturb him as to prompt retalia- 
tion upon his tormentors. Speaker ORISP rose grandly above this 
temptation. With a cool head and a firm gavel he ruled the 
storm and mastered it. When order was restored and the mem- 
bership was again tranquil, and the hot heads were cooling, not 
the slightest indication could be discerned in the face of the 
Speaker of the siege he had just through. He exemplified 
in the most practical manner and under the most trying circum- 
stances the scriptural injunction: ‘‘ Let every man be swift to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.” à 

And when at last in the revolution of parties another succeeded 
him in the chair, again he returned to the membership on the 
floor and resumed his duties as a Representative; he was still the 
same as-hearted, considerate, self-sacrificing friend, asso- 
ciate, and member as he ever was. 

With all the angry contentions which history will note as a 
part of his administration of this House, and which are still in 
vivid recollection, it is a refreshing boast, and confers imperish- 
able luster upon his good name, that he exercised his powers as a 
Speaker in a fair and impartial manner as between the great par- 
ties on the floor, and that no stamp or stain suggestive of disrepute 
rests upon any public or private act during his long service as the 
tr and distinguished 1 representative of the people of his State. 

Like the spire on some lofty cathedral seen at close view, when 
neither its true height nor its majestic proportions can be accu- 
rately measured, so is ex-Speaker Crisp, in according to him his 
just place in history in so brief a period after his death. His 
splendid life work will shine forth in even greater luster as time 
goes on, for then the mists which more or less obscure every active, 
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ambitious. genius, surrounded by enmities and personal antago- 
nisms, will have faded away and exposed to view the intrinsic 


worth and the ect symmetry, the s and bea of 
5 
The t of our friend was extinguished while it was yet day 
yea, at high noon. He was still in the midst of his af dog 
and no premonition pointed out the untimely end. Thesummons 
came, and the work was done. It is difficult to realize that this i 
true. Do we comprehend the uncertainty of life? Is it so frail 
We hear the answer in the expiring breath and see it in the open 
ve. It leaves an admonition to us all: Do thy work to-day; 
or thee there may be no to-morrow.” May we not hope that if 
not here there may be that to-morrow in the celestial realms, 
in that temple not made with hands, eternal in the heavens?” 
Mr. Speaker, with these poor words in testimony of my high 
esteem for our departed associate, and in grateful remembrance 
of his noble, generous nature, I tenderly lay my sprig of acacia 
upon his honored grave. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, Imade the acquaintance of Judge 

ORISP soon = he entered the Forty-eighth Congress as a Rep- 
resentative from Geo: That 5 ripened into an 
intimate friendship, which continued till death removed him from 
the House of sentatives during the interval between the 
close of the and the opening of the second session of the 
present Congress. 
_ Notwithstanding our divergent political views often brought us 
into antagonism in debate, yet on all occasions he bore himself 
with such courtesy and kindliness of spirit, as well as ability and 
elevation of tone, that my re t for him personally and my ad- 
miration of his ability were increased. During my long service 
with Ju Crisp, in which we were frequently on opposite sides 
of im t and exciting, political questions, Sotka ever 0C- 
1 mar in the slightest degree our warm friendship and 
mu regard. K 

For some time after entering Congress Judge Crisp modestly 
refrained from active pete in the business and debates of 
the House, as he did the importance of familiarizing 
himself first with the rules and methods of the House, so dis- 
similar in many respects from the practice of all of our State 
legislative bodies. Unlike many other parliamentary bodies, the 
House, partly from the necessity which exists in an assembly of 
so large amembership and partly because of its rapidly changin; 
elements, pays little sy ee to courtesy in the 5 of its bast. 
ness, and grants very little to any member beyond what he is 
entitled to under its rules and practice. 

I well remember the first time that Ju Crisp forged to the 

as a legislator, but 


front and demonstrated not only his abi 
liamentarian. It was on the occasion of the 


also his skill as a 
consideration an apay of the interstate-commerce bill, when 
the enforced absence of Judge Reagan, the chairman of the com- 
mittee having that subject in charge, threw upon Mr. Crisp the 
responsibility of defen and ing that important measure 
pitti A the House, in the face of a well-organized and determined 
0 tion. This duty he ormed an ability, skill, and 
success which at once pl him among the lea members of 
ich he subsequently maintained without 
difficulty. 


When the Democratic party came into control of the House at 
the opening of the Fifty-second Congress it was natural that 
Judge Crisp’s name should have been prominently mentioned for 
the kership, especially in view of the fact that while tem- 
porarily occupying the chair he had shown himself to be an ex- 
pert 8 and a successful presiding officer. But his 
nomination over older associates of larger experience and greater 
prestige was a recognition of his fitness for the high office of 

er, which was shown to be well deserved. The ability and 
fairness with which he disch the duties of this important 
and difficult position entitles Mr. Crisp to a high place — 
those great statesmen who have graced this high office, secon 
only to the Presidency itself. 

Judge Crisp’s mind was eminently logical and judicial. The 
possession of such a mind is absolutely essential to real success 
and usefulness in public service. In high public ition men 
ruled by sentiment, who porcen little logical power, little capacity 
toaccurately weigh all sides of important questions, and especially 
to distinguish effects from causes, are always dangerous leaders, 
however sincere. Indeed, their power for mischief is only aug- 
mented by the earnestness which is sometimes born of inability to 
judicially weigh consequences, Mr. Crisp’s mind was so logical 
and judicial that he could see all around a question, and avoid the 
errors and dangers of surface thinking. 

Judge Crisr’s position in the House was reached as much 
through his industry as through his ability. Indeed, no one 
achieves eminence either in public or private life except by per- 
sistent and well-directed work. There is no royal road to real and 
permanent success here or elsewhere. One who has carefully and 
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thoroughly himself to meet ibilities is sooner or 
Tide ented the other hand, one who excuses himself from 
the labor required to make himself a master of his chosen line of 
study will never be able to keep to the front. : 

Judge Crisp’s rapid rise from an humble condition to so high a 

tion in the nation affords another illustration of the fact that 
this land of the free merit is accorded recognition regardless of 
station or wealth. In spite of the effort of narrow minds to create 
the impression that there are classes in this country who secure 
privileges denied to the masses, the fact is that no class distinctions 
exist among our le, and that there is no distinction, no honor, 
— privilege which is not. equally open to every citizen, however 

umble. 

It is here in this Chamber, where resentatives from each of 
the forty-five States of the Union meet to consult with reference 
to the interests of this ublic, that we feel as nowhere else 
the strength of the tie which binds together our seventy millions 
of people. Differ in opinion as we may, there rises above those 
re eee the mutual regard engendered by the friendships here 
formed, and the feeling that we are fellow- citizens of a common 
country whose interest we desire to promote, and the heirs of a 
common heri whose priceless blessings we desire to defend. 

When, therefore, one of our number is removed by death, espe- 
cially one who has been so long with us as has Ju CRISP, we 
feel the separation not only as a national loss, but as. a personal 
bereavement. 3 

What we call death—the dissolution of the mysterious union of 
soul and body which characterizes life as discerned b; e 
fect natural vision —is always an unwelcome, althoug le, 
visitor. But when it comes to one who, like Mr. Crisp, was still 

young and in the height of his usefulness, the shock is intensified 
and tie grief deepened. Happy is he who, when called to close 
his eyes on the scenes of earth and enter the life beyond, can 
meet this summons with a serene faith in Him who is over all and 
above all, as we doubt not was the case with our departed asso- 
ciate and friend. 


Mr. DE ARMOND. Mr. Speaker, this hour is appropriately 
devoted to services in memory of a distinguished m of this 
body, lately with us, now gone to 

The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 
No traveler returns. 

His life has been gracefully sketched by others far more familiar 
with it than I am, though I knew him quite well from service 
with him in the House of Representatives. I knew him some- 
what also in the relations of friendship, outside of the House. Of 
him it has been well said, because it has been truthfully said, that 
on the domestic side, as husband, father, friend, citizen, his life 
was not only without reproach, but admirable, 

The career of CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP as a public man has 
been ably and 3 outlined to-day before this audience and 
before the country. . He himself pai the picture, and the lines 
have been but pointed out by those who have just en 
attention of the House. A poor boy, he entered the Southern 
army from his Georgia home, and performed well the duties of a 
soldier in times that tried men's souls.” Emerging from the 

ison where he had been cast by the fortunes of war, with but 

e tion except that which had been made in the rude 
school of the camp, he the study of his chosen profession. 
How he rose in that ion, from the stripling attorney at 
the bar to be solicitor-general, and soon became the chief presid- 
ing officer of the court; how by the suffrages of those who knew 
him well he was sent to this House, and how his legislative career, 
begun here and ended here, is honorable and illustrious—all this is 
ore to his associates and to the country too well to need recital 

m me, 

It may be worth while to inquire in what rincipally the 
elements of the eminent gian's success. t was 
about him that elevated him above his fellows in a body always 
distinguished for having within it many men of great and com- 
manding ability? How did he attain and how did he retain lead- 
ership unquestioned within and over a party difficult to lead and 
ever ready to throw aside leaders and to choose new ones in their 
stead? at he was a man of ability all know. But he led able 
men, who willingly followed him. t he was a man of courage 
goes without saying. But he had cheerful followers in men inde- 

dent as well as co eous, because they felt that he would 
ead them aright. I believe that the one quality which con- 
tributed mightily in giving him this ascendency in the House— 
conceding to him great intellectual endowments—lay in his 
amiable and lovable disposition. He won power through his 
kindliness and retained it through kindness, supplemented, of 
course, by tact, ability, and firmness. 

His leadership was not self-imposed. To it he was called volun- 
tarily by his party associates, because they believed he would lead 
in the course which it was right for them to take—because it was 
not irksome to follow him— use his leadership was so pleas- 
ant that it seemed but superior fellowship. 
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possessed tha disposi- 
tion which attracted people to him, which made people love to be 
associated with him, and which preserved his sway over the minor- 
ity, as it is now—over the majority as it was for a time—as 
haps the sway of no other man of his will be establiahed ar 
maintained in this House in many a day to come. He has gone; 
gone to return to these Halls no more. I can not add to his fame 
nor could I detract from it. His life work is knovynz it is approved 
by those who knew it best. His career was indeed a remarkable 
one; and if he had not died in his prime, there is no guessing how 
many new triumphs of statesmanship might be mason to his 
b. 


What a proud thing itis, Mr. Speaker, for a man starting poor 
and working his way without extraneous aid to rise by the power 
of his own se jaar by his intellect and lovable qualities, to 
the high position which Crisp reached, and which yon, too, twice 
gained; an official position second only to one other in the world; 
a place which well filled—filled by intellect, courage, courtesy, 
kindness, impartiality—is often in a lifetime even er than any 
official station not occupied by a man possessing the same esti- 
mable qualities of the head and of the heart. Then, true indeed 
itis that CRISP’s was a life upon whose bright, clean, glorious story 
we may dwell with profit to ourselves and to those who are to 
come us. 

Leadership is not necessarily sought or coveted. It is generall: 
born in the man. Sometimes it is acquired by a man’s own zeal, 
and sometimes it is thrust upon a man. However, men of su- 
perior ability naturally pee leadership; not a few attain it 
without real merit. But t who, because of qualities inherent 
in themselves, retain leadership over followers possessed of the 
power to depose them—these few are men born to lead, as others 
are born to follow. 

Perhaps the proudest tribute to the memory of the departed 
statesman whose death we mourn is that he retained his ascend- 
ency over men not so much by virtue of 3 re effort as through 
the warm feeling, akin to affection, which his sunny disposition 
and native kindliness awakened in his associates, so that they 
felt themselves honored in honoring him. 

The loss to aker CRISP’s party and to his country is almost 
irreparable. ile we of the minority have many able and strong 
men among us, yet attention does not turn to any one in particular 
as being peculiarly fitted, as he was, for the post of leader. At 
least, no one stands out, to the exclusion of the others, like Crisp 
did, as the proper leader here of the forces of the Democracy. 

I esteem it a privilege, Mr. S. „that, as a member of this 
body, I have beheld two great parliamentary leaders. one u 
either side of the Chamber, each superb in his own way, ee 
their respective forces, now for attack, now for defense. I do 
not expect again in life, though my years be prolonged to great 


the length, to find their equals in ability to lead and govern their 


fellow-partisans in iamentary warfare. But could either 
have 50 suc! y the forces which followed the other? 
Often we think and say that those who die in their prime are - 
taken prematurely. Ofcourse, to family and friends, to love and 
hope and pride, the shock comes most rudely when the blast of 
death has blown where, it would seem, the blush of life ought to 
continue. But after all, when you consider the fame in years to 
come of a man whose life is full of good deeds and grand achieve- 
ments, as was Judge Crisp’s—looked at in the light of history—is 
it an unmixed misfortune in the annals of the world that such a one 
down when the sun is at — 25 noon, instead of lingering on 
the stage of action, often superfluous, until the long and ever- 
ening shadows from the West are falling upon him? 
et there is no doubt that if CHARLES F. Crisp were spared he 


‘| would long be one of the greatest members of the Senate, whose 


doors were open for him to enter; no doubt that, living, he would 
go from honor to honor; no doubt that his fame and usefulness 
would grow and 1 no matter how rich the honors and deeds 
to his credit when the dread destroyer overtook him. 

His tareer is hardly matched in the legislative history of the 
country. At least there are few to lay side by side with it; and 
with his honors full upon him, in the full possession of his mag- 
nificent abilities, surrounded by his beloved family and cherished 
friends, his warm heart ceased to beat and his great intellect was 
transferred to another scene of action. Long will his memory live 
in the hearts and in the minds of all who knew him. Long will 
his services to his country be remembered tefully by those 
who justly appreciate them, kindly even by those who believe he 
was wrong politically, because, above all things, he was an 
amiable man in high station, who as nearly avoided the giving of 
offense to any, and as uniformly treated all with consideration, 
kindness, and generosity, as any one of whom we have a record, 
or any one whom we may expect ever to meet. 

Mr. Speaker, in contemplation of these sad events, which are, 
occurring daily—for death is almost as old in the world as life; 
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with the centuries full of life and death, and death, like birth, mark- 
ing every hour and every minute of every day—we are brought, 
over and over, time and time again, to the strange, always old, 
and ever fresh reflections which will spring up when we gaze into 
the open grave, when we view the cold and lifeless clay which so 
recently was the mortal shelter of the departed spirit. Filled with 
that awe which the ages have not been able to banish, which par 
vades generation after generation, we solemnly ask whither has 
the spirit gone that lately tenanted this clay? What is there of 
existence beyond this world? Or is this all? Is this the end? We 
can not see through the veil just a little way before us, but thick 
enough to cloud the sight. Faith and Hope alone light up the 
gulf; alone give promise for the future. 
Our friend has gone. His memory is with us, enshrined in our 
hearts. By his example we hope to profit. But again the query 
resses for answer, If aman die, shall he live again?“ The aban- 
oned clay is in the churchyard at Americus, under sweet flowers 
with the soft Southern sky bending over all, but thespirit! What of 
it? Is that which was so much nothing now—yvanished, dissolved, 
annihilated, as though it never was? Did its existence terminate 
with the life of the body? Whatever vainglorious philosophersmay 
say, man rebels at the suggestion that there is nothing beyond the 
graye. The hope, sometimes clung to in desperation, sometimes 
cherished in brightest anticipation, that there is a hereafter, and 
that men, though they die, yet live in that hereafter—we will not 
give that up. No philosophy, even if ripened in ages of calm 
reasoning, can banish it. Itsprings as an inheritance of humanity, 
asan instinct in the soul of every human being that breathes. e 
believe—our hopes, our affections, all that we hold near and dear 
‘in life, admonish us to believe, constrain us to believe - that our 
friend has not perished, but that in a higher and nobler sphere this 
great intellect, this tender, loving spirit shall flourish and expand 
and achieve new triumphs and perform new deeds of glory and of 
grace, while countless ages roll on into eternity. 


Mr. DINSMORE. Mr. Speaker, in the presence of gentlemen 
here who were so much nearer to him, who were so fortunate as 
to have a more extended acquaintance with him, a closer relation, 
a longer term of service, I approach with diffidence and hesitation 
the honorable privilege which has been extended to me to speak in 
commemoration of a A Nig man who made his life a part of the 
illustrious history of House. Itis not for me to criticise his 
great character. I leave that to those more capable of the task. 
I only desire, Mr. Speaker, to place upon record the humble tribute 
of one who had an acquaintance and friendship with him through 
a few years, but who, during that whole time, learned to honor, 
admire,.and love him more and more. 

It is at all times a delicate and a responsible undertaking to 
speak here for the permanent record apon the life and character of 
one who has been a member of this House. Men are too prone to 
run into extravagant expression, to magne the virtues of the 
dead as well as disparage the merits of the living. What is said 
upon these occasions should be not only just to the dead, but faith- 
ful to truthful history. I fain would, in the few sentences which 
I shall speak to-day, do so as if in presence of the conscious 
spirit of our departed friend, knowing that he would have me 
give utterance to no sentiment that is not justified by his own 

e. Nor have I sought for information upon the detailed inci- 
dents of his history, preferring to put into words the impressions 
edd association with the man have made upon me, and to stop at 

t. : 

Duty does not demand of us to enlarge upon or even to refer 
to foibles of character; but, on the other hand, it is required of 
us that in the things we say we shall deal fairly and honestly with 
ourselves and with the dead. Therefore I shall endeavor to re- 
strain my expressions within the bounds of temperate speech, 
within the limits which I believe would be indorsed by our great 
leader if he could be present and hear what is said of him. 

Mr. Speaker, every man’s life, in a narrower or wider sense, is 
an ideal for other men. Whether it be lowly or exalted, whether 
it be humble or great, there is among every man’s associates some 
person who will look to him as an exemplar of his own conduct, 
who will find in him something worthy of imitation; apd it is 

leasant to think there are few men who do not thus exercise an 
influence for good upon mankind. The greatest good ofa great life 
is its influence upon society. In the aspirations of early youth the 
boy selects some great character of history and tries to fashion 
himself upon that model, to build himself up to that level. What 
a grand figure have we here to inspire the ambition, the fortitude, 
the patriotism, and the integrity of American youth, aye, and of 
American manhood! ; 

Mr. Speaker, I have had the honor, in the short time I have 
served in the House, to be associated with Mr. Crisp as S er of 
the House in one Congress and as the acknowledged leader of the 


minority in another. In every relation, in every emergonoy, bi 
Ə 


every situation it has appeared to me that he arose to thi 
stature of great manh: 


and capability of dealing with the diffi- 


cult tasks that confronted him. As Speaker of the House, as 
leader upon the floor, as a citizen in private life, he was always 
thoughtful and dignified, firm and unyielding in adherence to 
principle, and bold and fearless in defense of it, yet withal kin 
gentle, courteous, and considerate. As Speaker, he was easy o; 
access to every member of the House, even though the humblest 
newest, most. obscure member that had come into it—easy of 
approach, and always having words of encouragement for those 
who sought to make themselves useful in the great House over 
which he had the honor to preside. 

I have no doubt that each one having come into the House while 
he was Speaker has pleasant memories of his own experience and 
of the words of counsel he has given to him, and we cherish in our 
minds tender memories never to be effaced. He was gentle as a 
woman, simple in his demeanor, yet always calm, dignified, self- 
pore strong, and great. As leader of his party on the floor, 

e controlled his forces more by inspiring them with love an 
confidence than with fear of discipline. He was tolerant of the 
impulsive ardor of the inexperienced, of the“ vaulting ambition” 
of youth that in this forum so often ‘‘ doth o’erleap itself,” and gave 

value to the usefulness of every member. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it was in the of polemic tempest that the 
man rose superior to his fellows. e louder shrieked the winds 
of passion, the higher mounted the cel Wave of partisan 
animosity, the greater appeared the man, the more capable of 
battling for his cause and of representing the issues for which he 
stood. This was one of the characteristics of the man—that he 
shone best under the greatest difficulties—and it seemed to require 
great and critical situations to bring out his intellectual qualities 
and his great power of leadership. And he has challenged the 
admiration not only of this side, but of that, and the whole coun- 
try, for his 1 ability in performing the stern duties of presid- - 
ing officer of this unruly House. 

t perhaps accords with common observation that vate pond 
gentleness, kindness, and unostentation are almost univ: 
characteristics of the truly great man. Consciousness of acknowl- 
edged superiority, of security in a position of leadership, and of 
general ee and respect generates charity toward rivals 
and consideration for opposition, and causes a great mind to con- 
temn pompous parade and vulgar isplay, the artifice and the trick 
of the demagogue. Our departed friend despised all things of 
this character. He always drove straight for the mark, and b; 
the ponderous power of logic and reason and appeal to honor an 
patriotism he hewed his way to the accomplishment of his great 
purpose, always unyielding, brave, and courageous, yet generous 
to opposition, and never forgetting to be courteous to all and con- 
siderate of all. 

The privilege was accorded me of a slight glim into his 
domestic life; and it was there, Mr. Speaker, that the beautiful 
attributes of his character were brought most prominently into 
view. A devoted husband, a kind, gentle, and confiding father, 
his faithful wife adored him and his children hung upon him as 
the tendrils of the vine entwine themselves about the y of the 
great oak. Coming out of the war almost a youth, with no inherit- 
ance save an honorable soldier’s name won in a cause that was 
lost; with no posession other than a tattered uniform and the 
blood, brain, and brawn that God had given him, he started out 
to make for himself a place in society and in his country’s history. 
At the threshold there was linked with his lifea young, confiding, 
loving woman, who in the flush of youthful affection defied the 
will of parental authority and joined herself to him to march 
by his side through the highways and byways and the uncertain 
incidents of this world. 

When the time came, Mr. Speaker, when the blush of beanty 
had faded from her cheek and the form he loved in its youthful 
beauty had been wrenched in the cruel tortures of rheumatism, 
there was no lessening of the love which he gave to her in the be- 
ginning, but with stronger and Rage attachment he stood by her 
side, and when she held out her crippled hand the love light 
mounted to his eyes and he was wont to say: But I will be your 
hand, You shail walk upon my feet.” ose hands and those 
feet, Mr. Speaker, never failed her, but were.ever present to per- 
form their affectionate offices. A beautiful intimacy existed be- 
tween him and his children. Often have I looked up with admira- 
tion from my table at the hotel where we all lived when father 
and son—that son whom a loving people have sent here to fill the 
vacant chair caused by the relentless hand of death, honoring both 
father and son in the deed and themselves as well—would walk in 
side by side, sometimes hand in hand, often arm in arm, before the 
assembled guests, utterly unconscious that any were looking with 
admiration upon the beautiful comradeship which existed between 
these two. And there are not many things more beautiful than 
confidence and fellowship between father and son nor anything 
better calculated to impress the son or lead him upward and on- 
ward in an honorable life and to an enviable old age. 

But, Mr. Speaker, in the midst of his honors, in the very zenith 
of his usefulness and his splendid life, the scythe of the reaper has 
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mown him down. He has left his footprints upon the highways 
of our nationality; he has engraved his name upon the tablets of 
his country’s history; he has left behind him a name to be emu- 
lated and honored, and he has carried with him the respect of his 
enemies, the admiration and affection of his friends, the devotion 
of his family, the confidence and esteem of all; and what more, 
Mr. Speaker, can any man claim for himself upon going out from 
this world? 


Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I had hoped to be able to add in m 
best voice to the tributes that are paid to-day to the honored d 
But the elements seem against me; and I do not know whether I 
shall be able even to make myself heard. Š 

The propriety, Mr. S er, that some one young in member- 
ship in this House should say something of that great public serv- 
ant whose memory and whose deeds are here commemorated must 
be the apology for my presuming toadd my humble voice to these 
tributes. en Hamlet is challenged to the duel with Laertes, 
Osrick says to him: ‘* You are not ignorant of what excellence La- 
ertes is.“ Hamlet replies: ‘‘I dare not confess that, lest I should 
compare with him in excellence; but to know a man well were 
to know himself.” 

There is thereforein these things a semblance, if notasubstance, 
of self-praise which under any circumstances would make me mod- 
est in speaking of the great dead whom we honor here to-day. 

1 l however, the situation. I knew that members of 
this House who knew him better than I and were better able to 
speak his praises and display the beauties of his character would 
precede me and I would be relieved of — more than the 
expression of that impression which I gladly and truthfully con- 
vey and which it was my good fortune toimbibe from him during 
the short period that it has been my happiness to know him. It 


has, perhaps, been my good luck that in this very short period I 


have learned to know more of him than happens in the average 
intercourse between members of this House. d, without repeat- 

ing what has been said, I can only say pads perhaps by operation 
of that inexplicable intuition by which soul communicates with 
soul, I received the impressions of that greatness of character, that 
firmness of mind, that consistency of purpose, that devotion to 
duty which imr PEA Mr. Crisp and which language can not 
exaggerate. I will ask the privilege, in view of the fact that the 
memory of the dead and his deeds are on record, to pronounce a 
few reflections incident to this service which, perhaps, also convey 
their lesson. 

I have heard criticised—I may say ridiculed and condemned 
the practice not only of the Houses of Congress, but of courts and 
other public bodies, to spend hours like these in eulogies upon the 
dead. Well, it isin the nature of things. There is evil as there 
is good. The scoffer is at hand to tread upon the heels of the 
reverent. The jester and the clown are by in the motley myste 
of human life to mix their colors in the garments of wisdom an: 
of dignity. But these things come not from men who see books 
in the running brooks, sermons in stones, and good in everything.” 


Iam the spirit that denies— 
Says the arch scoffer— 
Part of the am I; once all, in night 
Part of the ness which brought forth the light. 


Why, sir, that is the struggle, the epic of man’s redemption, to 
overcome the spirit of denial and survive godlike in the prev- 
alence of truth. And truth prevails and is evidenced to-day when 
this House of Representatives turns aside from its usual business 
and from its public service to lay the flowers of tribute upon the 
tomb of the departed dead. As we look down the ages and let 
pass before the view the toils and the struggles, the failures and 
the successes, the lights and the shades of human character and 
effort; and above all, when we look into our own souls and try to 
square ambition with achievement, desire with consummation, 
hope with possibility—aye, all the contradictions and paradoxes 
of conduct and aspiration, we do rise from the contemplation with 
the conviction that through all there is a higher destiny: And 
even in the blankness of despair and the tr y of hopelessness, 
aad we exclaim with Hamlet in the ecstacy and exultation of our 
souls— 


What a piece of work is aman! How noble in reason! how infinite in 
faculties! in form, and moving, how express and admirable! in action, how 
like an angel! in apprehension, how like a god! 


Are not these thoughts justified when we recall that majestic, 
that self-controlled, that courageous, that manly figure that drew 
by his magnetic look the attention of his followers and the admira- 
tion, if not the approbation, of his opponents? 

blic service should, as a principle in our country, be always 
commended. Few men enter politics Kon puey selfish motives. 
They do nòt find, if they enter from sel motives, what they 
seek. They soon find that it is a service and a sacrifice, not a 
gathering of fruits; and whatever the original motive may be 


with which public men 
always at the bottom the sentiment of 
ambition to serve our fellow-men, to 
progress and of good toward our coun 


to develop themselves, there is 
triotism, a desire and an 
workers in the field of 
. The wholly selfish man 
blic life. He nurses his personal 
comfort, and concerns himself no further about the law and the 
liberty of the land than is n to protect his own rights and 
the pursuit of happiness as he understands it. Happily for the 
human race and happily for this great country and the people of 
the United States, mankind stands vindicated in the high shrines 
of the temples of duty and devotion. It awes thescofferinto inef- 
fectual retreat. It shoves by theselfish. The history of man and 
human progress is an eternal story of sacrifice, devotion, and of 
self-denial. 

We know where in this struggle the departed dead stood; and 
let us reflect, as has been said, t if he does not take his place 
among those meteoric successes which come from genius, yet he 
ranks among those men whose namés live in history, not by the 
noise which they have made for themselves only, as the Cæsars 
and the Napoleons, but in the rhythm of those gentle streamsand 
strains that flow from their hearts’ sympathy for the welfare of 
mankind. We admire genius, but genius is the gift of God rather 
than the virtue of attainment. We look up to a Homer, a Dante, 
a Shakespeare, and a Goethe as to the inspired of God; but when 
in solemn judgment, we pass on the merits of men in the light of 
their practical service and usefulness, the civilized acclaim goes 
up to the jurist and the soldier, the philosopher and the legislator, 
the inventor and the reformer, as the pillars on which the temple 
of development is erected. Behold Solon and Leonidas, Gutten- 
berg and Luther, Franklin and Washington! And, Mr. Speaker, 
if not among these men as leaders, still among them as a class 
we place the name of Hon. CHARLES F. CRISP. 

ot to repeat a threadbare quotation (if Shakespeare ever can 
be threadbare), he was of that robust directness which is always 
honest and honorable; firm as a rock and candid as the light. 
Aggressive, perhaps, at times to the point of severity, he was ever 
consistent and conscientious. Self-reliant without ostentation, 
fixed to his purpose like the northern star; his ambition cast in 
the high mold of patriotism and general welfare, he will hold his 
place, all in all, in that rank of men of giant and heroic mold, of 
all the elements of manhood well compact, of which the majestic 
Brutus will ever be the literary and historic 

Mr. Speaker, itis goatu to render these testimonials of affection 
and approval to the departed dead. It is grateful to live with them 
to remember them, as it were, in the pure atmosphere of spir- 
itual conception, gathering the good they have done into tangible 
shape as examples for emulation and pledges for the growth and 
happiness of the future of mankind. with our honored dead. 
However inadequate our tributes may be—while what he leaves 
behind him in the memory of his perfect character and patriotic 
service is already secure for all time—they give vital movement to 
the good which he accomplished; and its present influence will go 
out at once to the American people, that they may know and feel 
how glorious a thing is the perfect American citizen. i 

In this 12 republic of humanity, where, in every village 
churchyard, the willow shades the graves of sovereign masters; 
where oror eron the humblest—heart may swell with the pas- 
sions of a destiny grander and nobler than the majesty of kings, 
public virtue is a public need and public recognition a duty 8 
consecration. 

The republics of antiquity made their great men and their heroes 
gods, not only to honor the dead, but to incite the living to emu- 

te their illustrious careers. The great people of these United 
States, for once and ever, should turn back the slander that repub- 
lics are ungrateful, Let them ever recognize greatness and re- 
ward service, honor character, and glorify achievement. With 
that will come regard for constituted authority and reverence for 
law, which means peace and order. So shall we develop the perfect 
citizenship and consummate the highest aims of self-government. 
So shall we adorn our liberties and make sacred our sense of jus- 
tice. And so, Mr. Speaker, and so best, will be served and hon- 
ored the glorious dead, whose strong arms were their country’s, 
and whose heart throbs were theaspirationsof humanity. Amongst 
these, 3 in the light of immortality, will stand CHARLES 
F. Crisp, He will live long in the affections of his people, and the 
virtues of his patriotism and the record of his services will shine 
out amongst the brightest in the uplifting spheres of human lib- 
erty and the unmatched heavens of American citizenship. Thus 
the living render their devotions, that the dead may be at rest. 


Such honors [lium to her hero paid, 
And peaceful sleeps the mighty Hector's shade. 


rarely troubles hi about 


Mr. COOPER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I well remember the 
first day that I ever saw CHARLES F. Crisp. It was during the 
preparations for the opening of the Fifty-third Congress. He 
stood apparently in all the vigor of manhood’s prime, surrounded 
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by the leaders of his party in this House, full of life and h. 


ope, of 

tality and co „vet receiving all with that cordiali „that 

easiness of access, that charm of manner that was characteristic of 

the man, and was but the outward reflection of an inward kindli- 
ness of heart. 

It seems but yesterday. It is but a few short years as days are 
counted, and yet, within that space of time, we have made much 
history. We have seen many hopes fade, we have witnessed many 
misfortunes; but nothing sadder than the event that draped that 
desk in mourning, and cut short in mid course the high career of 
CHARLES F. Crisp. 

Truly, Mr. Speaker, these things are beyond human understand- 
ing. He was surrounded by a loving family, by troops of friends. 
He had the esteem and good wishes of thousands of his fellow- 
countrymen. He stood just upon the threshold of yet further offi- 
cial preferment and honor from that great State that has so often 
honored him and that he has so honored, when, at the very noon 
time of his life, when his sun seemed to be at the very zenith, 
suddenly it declined and went out. 

Sir, it is not merely an individual loss that we lament here to- 
day. Itis the loss to a great party, and the loss to his country. 
When the leader of one of the 8 of this country, 
of experience, yet in the rime of life, full of r epg and pa- 
triotism, of vigor and of force, and yet conservative as Mr. CRISP 
was, is taken away, his loss is at any time a calamity in such a 
country as ours. But at such a day as this, when dissensions and 
discords distract us; when, look where we will, we see but threat- 
ening clouds; when all circumstances call upon us to realize the 
need of those high attributes which the great State of Georgia— 
which he represented, and where I had the honor to be born—has 
engraved upon her coat of arms as the chief su ers of the 
governmental fabric, justice, wisdom, and moderation, how great 
is our loss in such a man! I had ho much from the wisdom 
and the moderation of Mr. Crisp. was never a theorist or an 
extremist. He hoped for the perpetuity of his party, which he 
regarded as one of the instruments of government, and he 
loved his Sonner: he ees know: 2 — men, — 
a high career before him, the open of opportunity, 
fooled for years of usefulmess and honor, in which he would have 
not only advanced his own reputation, but in which he would 
have been of most material assistance to his people, to the = 
vation of his party, and to securing the prosperity and w of 
his country. But, sir, that, too, has 

When I rose here, it was not with the idea that an: I 
could say would be of ang cue to his fame, or mes 
tohim. He has written his own memorial in the records of thi 
House and on the pages of his country’s history. When I was 
asked to assist in these services, I felt it to be a high honor. 
Others who have been much r here have dwelt upon his 
qualities and upon his course in this House. Ican add nothing 
to that; but to one characteristic it is peculiarly ap riate that 
I should render my testimony. I came to the -third Con- 
gress, a new member, comparatively a young man, and I know 
that everyone who e are in that Congress and who so came 
here, will join me in the tribute which I pay to Mr. Crisp when 
Isay that his generous hand, guided by that kindly heart, held 
wide opan. always, when it was possible, the gates of opportunity 
to the inexperienced, and to those who could do t for 
but for whom he could do so much. It is a pleasure to me in 
to-day to be able to testify in some small degree my gratitude 
for that constant kindness. He has gone beyond the reach of our 
words, but he is not dead. As the tall ship, whose lofty prow 
shall never stem the billows more,” he has merely sought a haven of 
rest. No man is dead while he is borne in 5 
ful remembrance, and, Mr. Speaker, CHARLES F. CRISP will live 
long in the hearts of many. 


Mr. SWANSON. Mr. Speaker, a great public career has ended. 
One of the foremost public men of our country has been stricken 
down. One of the greatest parliamentary leaders of this age is 
nomore. One of the shining lights of this House, whose splendid 
achievements have and will ever shed luster upon it, is no longer 
with us. The recognized leader of this side of the House, who 
counseled and directed us, has departed and left us to mourn a 
loss which is irreparable. A great heart, warm, generous, kind. 
and magnetic, no longer pulsates. A mind, clear, strong, and 
masculine, of great depth and grasp, no longer gives us its scin- 
tillations of thought. A tongue of . eu eloquence and power, 
which so often has stirred and swayed this House, is now silent 
in death. A life in which can be traced much of shadow and 
shine, much of S ye Marss and much of triumphs, inspiring in its 
successes over difficulties, admirable in development and attained 


proportions, has terminated, and we to-day pausein our delibera- 
tions to pay merited tribute to and to do reverence toone who has 
left behind him such a life. I rise to deliver no elaborate eulo- 
gium, others have done that, but simply on behalf of my State and 


| grave of 


myself to a modest chaplet of love and admiration the 
ES F. Crisp. Virginia has ever felt to CRISP 
an affection akin to that entertained for one of her own distin- 

; sons. When the storms of the late civil war burst over 

country, Crisp, then a youth in Virginia, enlisted in one of 
her regiments and became a gallant and brave soldier in defense 
of her soil. These years of consis of triumphs and priva- 
tions, of glory and ppointments, are interwoven with the his- 
tory of Virginia and her sons. No section rejoiced more than she 
at his increasing success and fame; now in mourning his loss she 
is second to none. 

Mr. Speaker, Emerson, one of the greatest of American think- 
ers and writers, has said: 

A man's fortunes are the fruits of his character. A man's friends are his 
magnetisms. 

How fully is this truth illustrated in the life of Judge Crisp. 
His life was one crowned with great fortune, blessed with friends 
innumerable. Thus we find in him a sterling, honest character, 
a strong masculine mind, blended with a warm, generous, mag- 
netic heart. To be great and to be loved as much as admired; to 
wield great power and influential leadership, with each day bring- 
ing an increasing devotion, indicates the possession of the highest 
nd oD tae er rapa 8 a ee o 

0 ever enjoyed in a ter d the 
combined confidence and affection of his followers than Ju 
ee eee , e ptr eee We all felt 
he was our indi end and our matchless party leader. 
We shall ever hold his eee traits in loving remembrance, his 
public career in proud recollection. Who can ever forget that 
straight, strong form, that handsome face, that unfailing courtesy, 
. of the hand, that genial, i 


derful powers as a parliamentary debater. With a voice at times 
slightly tinged with } S 


transacted business 

decided points of eee firm and decisive. He was 
courteous, deferential, and to his political opponents. His 
whole public life is without fe or blemish. For four y as 
e 

e cy, * on 
country. 5 the vast powers thus placed in his hands 
with ent care, patrioti and conscientiously, for what he 
conceived the best interest of his country. No corrupt job, no 
vicious, no unjust! ation ever received countenance from him. 
Mr. Speaker, the life of Judge Crisp is instructive. It comes 
like an inspiration to the poor boy, situated as he was, ed 
of high yearning, yet confronted with poverty and difficulties, and 
tells not to despair, but to build ħigh the pedestal of his am-' 
bition. It teaches the ambitious that great success and perma- 
VVV 
an iotic motives. ow a legislator can 
and should close his ears to the seductions of the rich few, but 
can and should listen to the heart beat of toiling and struggling 


Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that in the hurry and 
bustle of public affairs we should pause for a time and remember 
that all men are but mortal. The painful truth is thrust upon us 
from time to time as one of our associates falls out of the ranks. 

Our friend, whose death brings us again face to face with the 
great problem that we all in time must solve, had risen high among 
his fellow-men. There is but one official place among his country- 
men ya Aad than that to which he climbed. 

The 8 it has been often said. is the second place in 
this country in rank, if its power and infiuence be considered. The 
General Commanding the Army holds a more desirable place, be- 
cause his office tenure is for hfe. The Chief Justice and Vice- 
President both take a higher rank theoretically, but. the actual 
second place in the nation is that of the Speakership of the House 
of Representatives. 

All revenue bills must originate in the House, and that body in 
the most direct degree represents the people. Their term of office 
is so short that its members are mere constant touch with the 
people. A member of Congress is elected in November and does 
not, except in case of an extra session, take his seat until thirteen 
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months after his election. He has hardly entered his duties 
pe omg Of DIE nape ise Ne ty In every 
official act he is face to face with his constituents. 9 
The supreme position in a body of this kind is a leađership of 
the le themselves. 
ouse contains 357 members, and so large a body would be 
hopelessly inefficient and unwieldy if great power were not 
lodged in the Speaker's hands. He selects the committees and 
designates the seniority of their members and even prana their 
chairmen. The committee is the wor of the House, and no 
member can accomplish any results in his legislative work unless 
he is assigned to committees in which he is able to perform his 
chosen work. He is like an actor in a 3 
ing part if he is placed upon committees Where he has no 
opportunities for action, or in à line of work for which he is un- 
p d or to which he is unadapted. N 
Speaker may, in the very beginning of a session of Con- 
gress, place a member where he may have opportunities, or so 
shelye that he can accomplish nothing. This power extends 
to the minority membership as well as to those of the dominant 
party. and its influence is felt in every Congressional district in 
the Union. 

But the power of the Speaker does not end here. He has the 
right to recognize members upon the floor and he may refuse to 
do so, and there is no redress. He can shape the course of legis- 
lation by giving ities to present the measures which he 
may approve. He is the chairman of the Committee on Rul 
Ff this committee is composed of only five members, three 
whom are of his own party. In selecting this committee he is 
practically enabled to bring forward any measure he may wish at 
almost any time, and the House can only prevent action by voting 
against the present consideration of the pro; measure. 

Usually less than 10 per cent of all the proposed legislation in 
Congress is ever considered at all, owing to the enormous amount 
of business brought before that body. 1 

This being the case, of necessity there must be a power and dis- 
cretion resting somewhere by which the necessary business may 
be selected and considered out of the great mass of the measures 
introduced. In the last Congress presi: 9 Crisp, 11,797 
Senate and House bills were presented, and of these 563 p 
and 593 private bills were enacted into laws. Congress is gen- 
erally entitled to more credit for the bills that it permits to die 
than for any other part of its work, so that the failure to consider 
bills is not usually an evil. The power of the Speaker to pega 
legislation is therefore a most important function, The Speaker 
has the power to delegate his authority temporarily as presiding 
officer by selecting some other member for that purpose, and he 
also names the chairmen of the Committee of ole from 
time to time. 

New members are apt to chafe at first because of the extraordi- 
nary powers of the presiding officer, but upon further service 
they realize that in so large an organization, having such a mul- 
be area’ of important business, the system of which they com- 
piai at first is essential to the transaction of the business of 


the country. Ey E 
A which must consider the a; priation and expendi- 
ture of from eight hundred to a eee, millions of dollars in 
two years must be under a complete system of rules, or they 
could not have sufficient time for their duties. But, with all his 
power, the Speaker is still the servant of the House, and con- 
stantly recognizes that fact. Strong and able men are almost in- 
variably selected for this place, and they are almost always strong 


The responsibility of Congress to the people, and the fact that 
the Speaker himself must also stand for reelection in the near 
future, places him in a position where he must not abuse his power. 
He not only is in a place where his own future and that of most 
of the members is in his hands, but the future of his e 


cises his important proroga nes. He can shape the course of his 


The speakership of the English House of Commons, on the 
er hand, is not political, but is rather judicial in its character. 
The ministry upon the floor of that chamber are responsible to the 
House and to the country, and the speaker’s duties are more like 
those of a mere presiding officer in a court of justice. 

All who have seen service in this House will readily concede to 
our presiding officer a place second only to that of the President 
of the United States, 

Mr. Crisp’s first term of office followed immediately after the 
Fifty-first Congress, where the powers of the office had been so 
fully demonstrated by Speaker REED. The attention of the coun- 
try been called in an unusual degree to the Speaker's chair, 
and Mr. CRISP took 2 oes at a time when the people looked 
upon the office with a appreciation of itsimportance. Having 
personally assailed the prerogatives of the position when in the 


thirty years, 
again to the halis of Co: 


minority, he was embarrassed in his first term by his own utter- 
ances in debate. But in his second term, when his was dis- 
e which almost threatened its existence, he was 
com 


Party 
CC Those who served with him 
ew how ably he conducted himself in the most trying and dif- 
ficult 1 in which he had been placed. 

While the Speaker's chair is the seat of influence, yet in a stir- 
ring pomar assembly it is the object of constant partisan assault, 
and he whose memory we commemorate to-day in turn was the 
attacking and the assaulted party. But it is one of the pleasant 
features of parliamentary life that partisan foes are so per- 
sonal friends. Judge Crisp loved a good fighter, and was a hard 


VVVVFCFFCVCCCC pom eee ot Ifo ie oar 
Republic. 

In the Fifty-third Congress GaLusHa A, GROW was sworn in 
by Speaker Crisp as a member at large from the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. This was an spren act and brought into comparison 
two great periods in the history of our people. In 1861 Mr. Grow 
was chosen as the war-time Speaker of this House. Mr. Crisp 
was then a young lieutenant in a company of Confederate infan- 
Sy, ee ert ee ee ing with all its fury. 

1864 Mr. Crisp 5 of war, and was not released 
until after hostilities had ceased, in June, 1865. Now, after 

i the veteran statesman from Pe lvania returned 
and the young heutenant of 1861 
had become the Speaker of the House of Representatives of our 


reunited country and the oath of office to his prede- 
cessor, the ex-Speaker of that Congress which had enacted the 
measures to ute the war. 


Who say in the face of such an event as this that we have 
not laid aside the prejudice and bitterness of the struggle of 1861? 
And as a citizen of Iowa I wish to lay a tribute upon the tomb of 
the gallant Georgian, remem only that we were both in a 

d eee nited States of America. 
y first service in this House was in the Elections Committee 


-with our deceased friend in the heated and stormy sessions of the 


Fifty-first Congress. Election contests are proverbial for the 
partisan feeling that they engender. : 

Mr. Crisp on these occasions showed himself a sturdy partisan, 
and it was in these controversies that he won the influence with 
his party associates that brought him to the Speaker's chair in the 
Aale ited one e He was a good parliamentarian, subtle, 
quick-wit and always ready for any occasion that might arise, 
and his party friends rallied around him with that instinct which 
teaches men to involuntarily recognize a leader. 

In 8 relations he was an agreeable and pleasing gentle- 
man, made friends on both sides of this Chamber at a time 
when the political forces were nearly equally divided, and when 
party feeling ran high. But all his conflicts of the past, in the 
tented field, at the bar, on the hustings, and in the halls of Con- 
gress, are ended. Already pointed out by common consent for a 
certain election to a seat in the Senate, he was struck down in the 
very zenith of his career, mourned by those who knew him, of all 


es. 
It was a BARE eee the generous 
people of his old district to elect his son and namesake to fill the 
seat which his death had rendered vacant, and this pleasing cir- 
cumstance showed howstrong a hold he had upon theconstituenc 
which he had so long represented, and how fully they apprecia 
the beauty and purity of his private life and domestic relations. 

And the applause with which members of all ies ted the 
son upon the oath of office showed with what kindly remem- 
brance they held the sire. 


Mr. BELL of Colorado. Mr. S. er, during the latter part of 
October last, while crossing the plains of Nebraska, I glanced ata 
morning paper. My eyes e ee upon a familiar 
9 85 7 with an inscription below, Ex- Speaker Crisp is dead!” 

at sad announcement was followed by the crowding upon me of 
the many reasons he had for coveting a long life. I was forcibl 
reminded that nature had generously given him a comely and 
commanding presence; that his nature had been formed into such 
a happy blending of sunshine, good fellowship, and frank hospi- 
tality that his society was greatly sought, and life should have 
been to him an unbroken pleasure; that through his many com- 
mendable attributes he had become preeminently the favored son 
of his own great State, and was in sight of the goal of his political, 
ambition—the United States Senate—when death overtook him 
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and sent him thither. But sad as these misfortunes are for him 
and his immediate friends, the sad calamity is infinitely more 
deplorable as a great public loss. 

e death of an individual rarely disturbs the general current 
of the orderly course of human action, but occasionally one does 
fall by the wayside that leaves such a void as is difficult to fill. 
Such a one we lament to-day. His mental alignment approxi- 
mated the perfect equilibrium. Noone faculty had been dwarfed 
to give a surplus to some other, Therefore, he never startled the 
world with any phenomenal outbursts of genius, nor did he ever 
disappoint his friends by descending to mediocrity. He was of 

‘the solid, even-tempered, well-balanced line of men to whom only 
can the safety and perpetuity of a great country be confidently 
intrusted. 

It is true he was imbued with a laudable ambition to serve his 
countrymen in public places, not for compensation, as 
mercenary aspirations were beneath his high standard. He was 
not ambitious that he might revel in the g of official society, 
as such were too empty and sterile for his strong, common-sense 
view of the real pleasures and amenities of human life. He sought 
to serve his fellows because they evinced a desire for his services 
and because he believed that he could serve them well, and he 
believed that his policies enacted into law would inure to the 
greatest good to the greatest and most deserving number. 

The Populist party in Congress, for whom I speak as well as for 
myself, has every reason to pay high tribute to his memory. 

hile Speaker, we were few in number, misunderstood, and 

“grossly misrepresented by politicians and the partisan press, often 
intentionally, and more often through ignorance of our intentions 
and aspirations; but he was too large to be tainted with bigotry 
or intolerance, the worstenemies of mankind. Henever wavereda 
hair’s breadth in doing us complete justice at alltimes. Wenever 
visited him at his private apartments that his easy geniality 
and open hospitality did not convince us that he fully recog- 
nized that he was S er of the whole House. We never ap- 
proached him in the openeen chair thatthe hand of good fellow- 
ship and some friendly verbal greeting was not extended. He 
never denied our petitions without giving such cogent reasons 
therefor and in so ming a manner that we acquiesced in the 
conclusion that he could not be expected to do less, He granted 
our supplications in such an unostentatious manner that we were 
sent away feeling that a right and not a favor had been granted. 

He possessed none of the elements of the bigot—never fastened 
any doors between him and the public. He preferred to be with 
and of the people. None knew better than he the danger of tyran- 
nical majorities visiting oppression and injustice on straggung 
minorities. He was never a representative of any special c or 
section of the country. He was a statesman of the highest and 
purest type, and a representative of the whole people of the whole 
country. In this matchless contest for the supremacy of the peo- 
ple the loss of such a representative, so pure a 25 — of the founders 
of this Government, is indeed a great public calamity. When I 
returned to Washington and met the colored boy who used to care 
for his room, with moistened eyes, he said, We have sustained 
a great loss since you went away in the death of Speaker Crisp.” 
He added, “Everything that knew that man loved him.” 

That is a greater eulogy than I am capable of pronouncing. 
After all is said and done, the real character of a man is most 
truly photographed and known in his home life and by those who 
serve him. : 


Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, when the angel of death re- 
ceived the spirit of CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP, a man was taken 
from this world who had won the love of his State, the confidence 
and admiration of the entire South, and the respect of our whole 
country. 

As 8 native Georgian, I take ial pride in the great distinc- 
tion achieved by him whose death we mourn. 

Mr. Crisp always performed avory Anty in a most creditable 
manner. When little more than a boy, he was a brave soldier 
and officer in the Army of Northern Virginia, following the sword 
of Robert Lee in the many battles fought by that illustrious com- 
mander. With the return of peace he retired to his home and 
became a lawyer, respected for his ability, learning, and fidelity. 
As solicitor-general of his district and as judge of one of the 
superior courts of Georgia, he earned the highest commenda- 
tions. 

He was twice elected to preside over the popular branch of the 
Congress of the United States, and during a service of fourteen 

- years in this body he certainly reached a most exalted place 
among the statesmen of America. 
His reputation as a parliamentarian and a just presiding officer 
had extended throughout the civilized world. 
While in the midst of the performance of these high duties, he 
` was appointed and urged by the governor of Georgia to accept a 
seat in the Senate of the United States, but his high conception of 


the duty he owed to those who had elected him to preside over 
this body constrained him to decline the 8 honor; but the 
people of Georgia, appreciating his noble character and superb 
qualities, seized the first A e after the expiration of his 
term as Speaker to do him honor, and with almost unprecedented 
unanimity elected him to the office which but a short time before 
he had felt it his duty to decline—the highest office in their gift 
one which he was 3 in an eminent degree to adorn; but 
just as the decree of the people was to be recorded it was met by 

e dread messenger, Death. 

Well may it be said of him, right worthily he fought life’s bat- 
tle and won his way to fame; and the people who loved to honor 
him in life will revere and cherish his memory in death, and his 
name will be arrayed among those illustrious statesmen of Geor- 
gia who did their full part in perfecting the system of government 
which has built u 8 great and prosperous Republic. 

In the midst of his strength and usefulness, before age had made 
slow his footstep, or chilled the warmth of his heart, or dimmed 
the brightness of his eye, or withered the brilliancy of the intel- 
lect which had served his country and his State so long and so 
well, surrounded by the shadows and hills and sunshine of hisown 
beloved Georgia, in the midst of his coun en and the beloved 
family who knew his greatness best of all, he fought his last battle 
with sickness and pain, and answered to the roll call of the Great 
Captain and R from the mystery of this life upon earth into 
that greater life ‘‘ whose portals we call death,” though there can 
be no death to those who leave their names enshrined in the hearts 
of their countrymen. 

In our journey of life, in the halls of Co , in his old 
accustomed place, in the sunny vales of his home in the far South- 
land, we shall greet CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP no more. Hehas 
met his Pilot face to face,” and has crossed over the river and is 
at rest under the shades of the trees.” 

I can but echo the words of one who knew him well: Over his 
dreaming face, in the shadow of the Georgia hills, we say good 
night to , but good morning to his enduring fame.” 


Mr. WOODARD. Mr. Speaker, it is a loving service to those 
who knew, loved, and honored him to speak in memory of the 
life and character of Judge Crisp. 

As a private soldier he was brave and faithful; as judge of the 
superior court he shed luster upon the judiciary of his State; as 
a member of Congress he was long the trusted leader of his party; 
as Speaker he was a master of parliamentary procedure, a model 
presiding officer, firm and resolute, but always courteous; with an 
attractive personality, indomitable courage, great prudence, an 
earnest partisan because he believed the pol cies of his party, if 
enacted into laws, would redound to the honor and welfare of his 
country; a statesman in its best and broadest sense, his pary and 
his country have sustained a great loss in his untimely death. 

I do not propose, Mr, Speaker, to review in detail the early his- 
tory or services of Judge Crisp. That has been done by others 
who have known him longer, and who have, in appropriate and 
3 words, poraya his exalted worth as a citizen, his vale 
uable services to his party and conni 

I first met him at the 3 of the 8 Congress, 
when I entered upon my service as a member of this House, and 
my admiration for his character as a man and as a statesman in- 
creased with the passing years. 

When but a boy, oyag years of age, animated by that patriotic 
spirit which followed him throngh life, we find him a volunteer 
soldier in the Confederate army, where he served until the end of 
the war. Immediately after its close he commenced the study of 
law, and in a few years attained a high rankin his chosen profes- 
sion. He was elected solicitor-general and judge of the superior 
court, and while on the bench was elected to Congress. He had 
served in the House but a short time when his conspicuous ability 
pointed him out, as if by intuition, as the leader of his ey on 
the floor. Having been assigned by common consent to that hon- 
orable and responsible position, it was manifest that he was a 
born leader, equal to every emergency, always ready, always wise, 
always able, and ever true to his convictions of duty. While pos- 
sessed of that firmness and true courage so necessary to constitute 
a successful leader, Judge Crisp was withal a modest gentleman, 
and never forgot the amenities and courtesies due his opponents. 
On alloccasions he exhibited those manly and gentle virtues which 
never fail to win our warmest admiration and tenderest regard. 

In the Fifty-second and Fifty-third Congresses he was elected 
Speaker of this Honse, and in that delicate and responsible pon 
tion he morethan sustaineđ his 5 reputation for ability, 
firmness, fairness, and courtesy. is record as presiding officer 
will compare favorably with that of the most distinguished parlia- 
mentarians who preceded him. In every pote he was called 
upon to fill, Judge Crisp measured up to the fullest expectations 


of his friends, and his whole life affords a bright example for the 
young men of our country to emulate. 
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As a soldier, as a citizen, as a judge, as a member of Congre 
as Speaker, as the great leader of a great party, he was ever faith- 
ful to himself, to his people, to his party, to his country, and to 
his Maker. Those high, noble, and sincere virtues which made 
Judge CRISP a conspicuous leader in American politics and con- 
stituted him a pure and unsullied statesman were a part of his 
nature, and they appear with equal beauty and brightness in his 


private character. all the private and social relations of life 
the same purity of character, honesty of purpose, and noble aspi- 
rations which distinguished his public life made him a model citi- 


zen, a true and constant friend, a loving and tender husband, an 
affectionate father, and a Christian gentleman. É 

It was my fortune, Mr. Speaker, to be constantly associated 
with him during the last four years, as we boarded at the same 
hotel in this city. The more I saw of him the more I appreciated 
his high qualities and the beauties and virtues of his private life. 
During the latter part of the first session of this Congress the 
health of Judge Crisp became impaired, but his friends hoped his 
suffering would be only temporary. After adjournment he sought 
relief in the pure and invigorating climate of western North Caro- 
lina; but the disease which had attacked him was a fatal malady, 
and his indomitable will and brave heart e in vain against 
the inevitable result. Death came to him in the very zenith of his 
career. It came to him when his and country seemed to be 
in special need of his wise counsel and safe leadership. It came 
when he was so soon to receive at the hands of a 8 people 
the high office which had been the ambition of his life. Why 
should he have been taken at this time? We would not question 
God's providences, so mysterious in so many ways. Beautifully 
has it been said by another: 

There is an existence beyond the present life where all shall be made clear. 
We shall see as we are seen; we know even as we are known. Mr. 
Dickens made the poor, idiotic Barnaby and the coarse, strong Hugh, of the 
Maypole Inn, hold conversation about the visible wonders of the heavens, 
and they inquire of each other whence comes the light of the innumerable 
stars that dot the skies. When they were both under sentence of death, and 
just before the dawn of day were led across the prison yard toward the p 


lace 
of eee Barnaby, looking upward toward the m lights of the night, 
e 5 


0 Hugh, we shall know what makes the stars shine now.” 

Our faith here to-day ought to exceed that of the poor simpleton 
created by the imagination of the novelist. Not only shall we 
know what makes the stars shine, but all the wonders of the vast 
universe shall be open to our search. Our homes shall be amon, 
the heavens; the problems that our burdened souls have studi 
so despairingly shall be happily solved, and we may even become 
participators in the knowledge and power of Him— 

Whose power o’er moving worlds presides, 
Whose voice created and whose om guides. 

To this felicity the friend we now with tenderness remember 
has already fully advanced. We would not, if we could, bring 
him back to earth, slowly and painfully to die again. We wait, 
reverently and od ed for the summons to us to join him in 
some star that is shining, from eternity to eternity, with unfad- 
ing luster in God’s illimitable wilderness of worlds. 


Mr. LAYTON. Mr. Speaker, what is an ideal man? Who is a 
rfect man? Who can fully describe him? Where can he be 
ound? These questions present a fruitful and varied field for 
the writer and speaker, so broad and varied, in fact, that I do not 
deem it wise or appropriate to enter thereon or therein save for 
the purpose only of making a few observations this afternoon 
more or less pertinent to the occasion. 

Hence I would inquire, What is your ideal of an American 
statesman? Where say you he can be found? How would you 
describe him to your hearers? Have you ever seen his counter- 

? Is he now living or dead? Should these inquiries be ad- 
to myself, I would be constrained to answer in substance: 
Ihave never yet seen in its entirety my ideal of an American states- 
man. Neither do I know where he can be found, nor can I fully 
or satisfactorily describe him to you. Yet I well remember one 
who came so near to my ideal that I do not now hesitate to accept 
him assuch. But with a sadness I can but illy express, I would 
say he is no longer living. 
erhaps my ideal is too exalted. Perhaps, in fact, he never 
existed, can not, nor ever will. If so, I much regret it, for as I 
now view it in the light of more or less intercourse and associa- 
tion with many of our American statesmen, during the last six 
years especially, I do not regard my ideal as unreasonable or im- 
possible of attainment. And as an American citizen who loves 
and admires her men and her institutions, and believes in her 
continuing progress and advancement, it affords me great pleas- 
ure to say that while none of her statesmen of my acquaintance 
come up to the exact mark or line, yet so many come so near it 
that I shall ever refer to the fact with pride and satisfaction. So 
near have so many come to this exacting ideal that I can have no 
fear for the future growth and welfare of our now great Republic 
under their continuing care and guidance, 7 


In my humble judgment an ideal, a real American statesman, 
in these times especially, when aristocracy and plutocracy are.so 


freely referred to and censured, should at all times be purely demo- 
cratic in his ways, manner, and conduct with all his fellow-men, 
and yet always dignified. He should, of course, be educated, able, 
and intellectual. He should never be a demagogue. He should 
be affable and pleasant and still dignified. He should be firm and 
decisive, yet considerate and forbearing, a esr with his infe- 
riors in intellect and experience. He should not be sarcastic to 
individuals, no matter how caustic he may be in his references to 
criticisms of classes or parties, and above and 41 all, unself- 
ishness and patriotism should guide and control his every public 
utterance and action. We doubtless have had in the past and 
now have many American statesmen who fulfill many of these 
uirements if not quite all. Ican pay no higher or more Kess 
tribute to the memory of Hon. CHARLES F. Crisp than to say that, 
taking him all in all, he came nearer doing so than any other with 
whom I have ever had the honor of an acquaintanceship. None 
who knew him well will resent this statement or take offense 
thereat. He was always manly and dignified in his manner and 
conduct, yet ever affable and pleasant, whether on the floor of this 
House, in the committee room, in the Speaker's chair, on the street, 
in public gatherings, or in his own household, He was always 
paaro and firm in his convictions and opinions, and yet ever 
ind and considerate with those who might differ with him. In 
all matters he was totally unselfish, and true patriotism—the gen- 
eral welfare of his country—seemed to guide him in all his official 
conduct. He was not a great orator, but was a great, concisive 
debater. As a husband and father he was ever loving, kind, and 
gentle. Those who knew him best appreciated him the most. 
Term after term the people of his Congressional district returned 
him to Congress with almost a unanimous voice. In the Fifty- 
second Congress, when his party came in power, he was elected 
the high and important office of Speaker of this House—the most 
e stl on in the Union next to that of President. The 
ifty-third Congress again so honored him without any opposi- 
tion from his own y. He administered the office with great 
ability and imp; ity. At the beginning of the present Con- 
e was honored by his party associates as their choice for 
he same position. ile serving in this exalted position the 
governor of his beloved State, in willing obedience to the wishes 
of the people, tendered him the Senatorship by appointment to 
fill a vacancy in the United States Senate. And yet, while desir- 
ing the position thus so kindly offered him, he promptly declined 
the appointment on the sole and patriotic ground that he could 
is country and party the better by retaining the Speaker- 
Soon afterwards he was duly recommended as a candidate 
for the United States Senate by his party in Georgia with substan- 
tial unanimity. But, alas, before he could take his seat therein 
ruthless Death cut him down. But recently his young-but worthy 
son, CHARLES R. Crisp, was elected a member of this House 
without opposition to succeed his illustrious father and fill out 
his unexpired term in this Congress. On the first day of this ses- 
sion his untimely death was acknowledged by an appropriate res- 
olution, followed by immediate adjournment for the day in honor 
of his memory. regardless of section or party, conceded that 
his premature death in the prime of his manhood was a great loss 
to his State and the nation. No man, no newspaper, said an 
unkind word of him, but all, as we are now doing, sincerely regret 
and mourn his loss. Indeed may we say: 
None knew him but to love him, 
Nor named him but to praise. 

Ohio mourns with Georgia over the loss of her distin 
To every American citizen who desires or inten 
public official life I most sincerely commend the life, 
and history of CHARLES F. Crisp. May we, our children, 

our children’s children ever emulate his noble example. 


Mr. BANKHEAD. Mr. Speaker, to-day we stop for a brief 
season the onward current of our everyday duties to pay tribute 
to one who in life was most himself when en, „as we are 
daily engaged, in the business and affairs of this House. In the 
death of CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP, representative life in Amer- 
ica lost one of its most brilliant ornaments and our nation one of 
its purest and most exalted statesmen. 

Standing now in this presence, about to speak my words of trib- 
ute to our dead friend and associate, I feel crowding on me emo- 
tions of peculiar sadness. All the keen pain and anguish that 
touched my heart at the immediate occasion of his death are 
renewed, and what I would say is almost stayed. In our greet- 
ings and farewells we have no set and studied phrases. When we 
grasp the hand of one we may not have not seen for years, or ~ 
come to per with one we may never see again, then it is that 
speech is hollow and but sound, and the beaming eyes, the quiver- 
ing lips, the whole face give expression to an emotion beyond the 
reach of words, 


ished son, 
to follow 
character. 


and 
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Sir, when Mr. Crisp died he had barely passed the half-century 
mark, Born inthe year 1845, educated in the common schools of 
his State, a mere lad of 16 he entered the Confederatearmy. From 
his enlistment in May, 1861, to his capture in May, 1864, he was a 
brave soldier, winning the confidence and love of his superiors. 
He knew the true import of the word duty, and all his su uent 
career shows the influence on his life of the rigorous discipline of 
active warfare. Of the part he took in this rg conflict I 
know how he felt, and that feeling I find embodied in the tribute 

id by the distinguished Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] on 
Fhe late Senator Randall Lee Gibson, of Louisiana: 

We have come to this fierce and sangui struggle as an inheri 


regard it- 
ance from our fathers, wing out of an honest d pinion as to 
Goverment. Poor 


erence of o 
the framework of our human nature could 


arbitrator to settle this contention, but no that it has been settled by a sacri- 
fice of life and treasure almost unexamp!] history, i 
ae — — iy war to 1 —— and wer 
of this great Republic. z = i 
One qe after the close of hostilities found him admitted to the 
bar and located at Ellaville, Ga.,inthe i of the law, called by 
oo, ade aye first and noblest aaae sciences.” For six 
ears he toiled at his profession, struggling as its yon mem- 
3 do, with an effort to build up a paying practice. 8 
in 1872 his success had won him the first of the series of offices 
which was to end by his being the choice of the Empire State of 
the South for Senator in the United States In this year 
he was appointed solicitor-general of the southwestern judicial 
circuit, and after a twelvemonth he was rea; ted for four 
years. In 1873 he removed to Americus, where he spent the re- 
mainder of his life. From 1877 to 1882 he was one of the i 
court judges. The latter year closed his essional work as an 
active practitioner. These sixteen years of his life resent a 
career full of interest. He was a successful lawyer. ili 
commanded his first office and enabled him to hold it. As an 
advocate he was earnest and fearless. Transferred to the bene: 
his facilities easily adjusted themselves to the severe exactions 
the position, and he was all that is looked for in the terms an 


upright and a just judge. 
Taking hi 


g his seat in the Forty-eighth Congress, he early assumed | sel 


that prominent place and developed those splendid qualities of 
leadership which won for him the Speaker's chair of the Fifty- 
second and Fifty-third . His life and work here are 
known and read of all men. I know that I am in the limits of 
exact statement when [say that there are no acts of his while in this 
body that will not stand the test of the most searching criticism. 
In his relations with his fellow-members he was always genial and 
leasant. He seemed always happy; and while he might be lead- 
Bg a galloping charge on this floor, his natural manner never 
became ive, and at its conclusion his nnial humor and 
serene temper returned. In his work asa Representative he was 
always busy, and no duty did he leave unperformed if possible of 
attention. His constituents had un confidence and trust 
in him and in his power to serve them. 


Perhaps it was in his course as Speaker in this body that he 
displayed qualities of a higher order than in an er field. 
His ability as a parliamentarian was remarkable, his incum- 


bency of this exalted seat and in his administration of its duties 
he won the admiration of his political ments and was the idol 
of his friends. He was essentially fair and just. It was his desire 
to do right, and this he did at all times, as he conceived it. Quick, 
decisive, impartial, unfailing in resource, he must be ranked with 
ie prone predecessors, 

ile he was a good soldier, a successful lawyer, a learned 
judge, and a leader in the greatest representative assembly in the 
world, it is as a Christian gentleman he must be accorded the 
greatest honor. In his home life, which I can not here invade, he 
was the devoted, tender, and loving husband, and the ever fond, 
indulgent parent. I was first attracted to him because of his 
_ orderly habits of life and his loyal love of his home. Day by day 
Isaw him come and go, in the halls of Congress, in his intercourse 
with the world, in the bosom of his family, and I saw in his life 
the well-nigh perfect man. 

But he is gone from us now. In a little while we should have 
seen him take his seat in the other end of the Capitol, but instead 
he has gone up higher, “to where, beyond these voices, there is 

.” The journey done, he is resting now; he is sleeping the 
sleep that knows no waking, careless alike of the day dawn or the 
twilight. For him the dark night of death was the sunburst of 
an eternal hereafter. 

Iwill not say, “God's ordinance 
Of death is blown in eve wind,” 


For that is not a common ce 
That takes away a noble mind. 


His pc enh will live alone 

In all our pn Sy as mournful light 
That broods aboye the fallen sun 
And dwells in heaven half the night. 


ability | life 


Mr. McLAURIN, Mr. 8 no man can foretell the mys- 
terious issues of life and death. Few who saw Judge Crisp at 
the close of last session thought that death would so soon cast its 
pele haion upon that apparently robust body and vigorous 


How uncertain is the future! To-day life is bright, the sea is 
calm, the tide swells high and strong. ‘To-morrow the tide turns; 
business trouble, sickness, or death robs us of hope and pleasure. 
From the calm and beautiful harbor where we floated so confi- 
dently, we are rudely tossed out upon the wide ocean. The hori- 
zon stretches far d our vision, and the heave of its restless 
Waves comes from depths that are unfathomable. Vainly strug- 
gling, we either sink to the tranquil depths, where all is peace, or, 
tempest-torn and faint, are cast upon the shore. Well may the 
poet exclaim: 

What ip lites 8 

Sun, scarce brightening ere 5 
A flower, at mo: fresh, at noon $ 
4 still, swift river, guiding into shade? 

‘The man who would know its true secret must learn to live 
“in deeds, not years; in not breaths; in feelings, not in 
re e ree ee ende throbs. He most lives 

It sa a py perenne l the true meaning of lif 

i u true ife and lived 
in deeds, not years; thoughts, not breaths.” 

The first time that Isaw him, the thing that struck me most forci- 
bly was the strong, cheerful, and kindly expression of his face. He 
hadahearty, genial manner, witha pleasant smile and kind word for 
ev Ican well believe that in the home circle he was gentle, 
tender, and considerate; his sunny nature must have gladdened the 
hearts and lives of those who were traveling the journey with him. 
It is, however, for those more intimate to of him in private 
i As a colleague from a sister State, it is simply my wish to 
pay a brief but sincere tribute to him asa public man. Those 
who differed with him politically will that while firm in 
his convictions, he was generous and tolerant of the opinion of 
others, while those of us who accepted his leadership will say that, 
like Joseph of Arimathea, He was a just man and coun- 

or. n 


For the great, patient, toiling masses he had an active and sincere 
sympathy, He never lost sight of the fact that he was a public 
servant, sent here to represent the will of the majority. He was 
an ideal Representative, never imagining hi wiser than the 
collective thought of the people who sent him here. He was in 
close touch with his , with a thorough knowledge of their 
sentiments upon all public questions; after all, true states- 
manship in a representative government simply means the needs 
and wishes of the le ee into law. people love and 
appreciate a faithful representative. What a graceful and touch- 
ing compliment they paid Judge Crisp! When death came, the 
sent his son to occupy his vacant chair in this House. In 
there was no more beautiful sight than the almost brotherly confi- 
dence and intimacy that seemed to exist between this father and 
son, and the people of Georgia honored themselves in paying such 
a tribute to the memory of theirdead. I am sure that the mantle 
fell apon worthy shoulders, and that the trust will be regarded 
sacred by his successor and namesake, 

It was while engaged in a canvass of his State for the Senator- 
ship that the premonitory symptoms were felt of that disease which 
ended his life. Although apparently sound and vigorous; he prob- 
ably had full knowledge of vital weakness, but he did not allow 
it to deter him from his work.. I met him day after day in the 
committee room, cheerful and confident, while he was e at 
his post on the floor of the House, prompt and vigilant. It may 
literally be said that he died in the harness.” e are told that 
when that knight of old, without fear or h, Chevalier 
Bayard, was wounded unto death, he commanded his attendants 
to prop him up against a tree with his face to the enemy; then, 
after N sacrament, died with this beautiful sentiment on 
his lips: “ justice of Almighty God will be tempered by the 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.” With a character as pure and 
spotless, with as chivalrous courage; and a like trust in the justice 
and mercy of the same God died, without fear or repr , this 
gallant knight of modern day. 

The State of Georgia, Mr. Speaker, has been prolific in great 
men. At the mention of her name the mind reverts to Alexander 
Stephens, the conservative and sagacions statesman; to Ben Hill, 
the eloquent and gifted orator; to the lion-like and majestic 
Toombs, with his fiery and irresistible logic; but, sir, great as are 
these, CHARLES F. Crisp is well worthy a place in their ranks. 
The times did not afford him the same opportunity to display the 


most striking qualities of statesmanship that they did Stephens 


and history may not accord him as high rank; in the realms of 
oratory he was not, perhaps, the equal of Toombs or Hill, but as an 
all-round man, statesman, orator, and debater, he was the peer of 
Georgia's greatest. 
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Of t practical common sense, modest, imperturbable, evenly 
poised and cool, it was impossible to throw him off his balance. 

As the representative of a powerful majority, wielding the 
Speaker’s gavel, he was impartial, courteous, and kind; as the 
leader of the minority, he was cautious, tactful, and full of re- 
source, and it seemed to me that his masterly qualities were 
never better displayed than in the latter role. He had a Clear, 
clean-cut, incisive style, with an entire absence of attempt at dis- 
play. Inacalm, sensible, business-like manner, he went right to 
the marrow of a question. 

He inspired confidence, and men trusted Judge CRISP and 
accepted his leadership because they knew that he would never 
say or do a foolish thing nor be caught in an untenable position. 
Preeminently a safe man, it could confidently counted upon 
that he would say the right thing at the right time and do the 
right thing in the right place. Fully developed mentally, physic- 
ally , and morally, he was ready for andequal to every emergency. 
No one in this House ever saw him on any occasion, however dif- 
ficult, when he did not meet the requirements in every respect. 

He saw in an instant a weakness in the position of an adversary, 
and his thorough knowledge of parliamentary usage enabled him 
to seize every advantage. Under the most trying circumstances 
he fully met and often exceeded the expectation of his friends. 

Mr. Speaker, it is in such an hour as this, when the great and 
powerful are cut short in the midst of their career, that we are 
most forcibly reminded of our weakness and dependence upon 
God. Death isthe greatleveler; he makes no distinction between 
prince and pauper. It is the same everywhere; in the humble cot 
or the bright palace, in the wild forest or the brilliant city, in 
the swamps or upon the mountain top, to the humble laborer or 
the great stutesman, the same dread summons chills the blood 
and freezes the heart. Christ, and Christ alone, can dispel the 
pall of gloomy terror that hovers about the bed of death. The 

enius of man and the wisdom of the ages offer no other solution. 
The Go in peace,” and Thy sins are forgiven thee” must be 
spoken to each, and is our safe retreat. . à 

It is not given to many to rise to the elevated position occupied 
by Judge Crisp. All can not be eagles, but each of us has his 
work, great or small; and we are taught that the manner in which 
it is performed is of more account than the magnitude of the 
task accomplished. If the trend of our life is for good, if its 
course is ever upward and onward, if its thought and inspira- 
tion are in harmony with the purpose of Providence in creating 
us, however insignificant our work may appear to others, surely 
we shall find in the great final day of account that we have not 
lived and toiled in vain. . à 

As members of this House we lead here busy, active lives, and 
when we are at home the turmoil, strife, and jealousies of politi- 
cal rivalry leave little to prepare for the great beyond.” It is 
well, therefore, on occasions of this character to pause a moment 
and draw home the solemn lesson each for himself. 

Let us not be unmindful of the fact that a great leader, one of 
the busiest in our number, yet found time to seek that peace which 
will sustain the faltering soul in that last dark hour and make it 
radiant with the never- ying hope of eternal life. Judge CRISP 
was a consistent and faithful member of the Methodist Church. 
After all the triumphs which crowned a brilliant and successful 
career, I doubt not that if to-day his well-known voice could be 
heard in this Chamber he would reecho the dying words of the 
sounge ot his church, John Wesley, Best of all, the Lord is 
with us. 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, there is no arena 
which death does not invade. There is no place too sacred for its 
touch. There is nothing living on earth, no matter how great or 
small, how pure or vile, how rich or poor, but must finally suc- 
cumb to the dread Destroyer. There is always somewhere— 


genial, peara nature, and with the promptness and readiness 
with which he met every emergency. 

I N him as a noble type of American manhood, able, log- 
a 175 f-made, and self-reliant, and always courteous, cours geous, 
an e. 

He was firm and sincere in his convictions, faithful to his friends, 
liberal to his opponents, fair, just, and conscientious, and unceas- 
by oe the discharge of his duties as a Representative. 

e was the faithful friend and champion of the people. He 
loved liberty, civil, political, and religious, and he was devoted to 
popular government. 

ewas bothapatriotand aphilanthropist. Noman gave greater 
and more continued evidence of his love of country, and no man 
Tas more prompt to aid a friend or give freely to the needy and 

eserving. 

He worked for what he regarded as the rights of the people, 
and did all in his power to protect the interests and promote the 
welfare and prosperity of the Republic, and the radiance of his 
integrity and the brightness of his honor were never assailed or 
questioned. 

He was devoted to his wife, his children, and his home, and no 
husband or father was ever the recipient of more love and respect. 
His Pantig circle was full of affection and sweet communion, and 
here he illustrated how happy a man could be who was trying to 
do his duty to his God, his family, and his country. 

His life and achievements illustrated not only the splendid o 
portunities of our great Republic, but showed also the honorable 
success and great renown that will crown’earnest efforts, strict 
integrity, and steadfast devotion to duty. 

The first and last conspicuous events in his life showed not onl 
his courage, ability, and self-reliance, but also the confidence, 3 
miration, and love lavished upon him by those who knew him best. 
At 16 years of age he proved his courage and self-reliance by enlist- 
ing as a soldier in the Confederate army and bravely fighting until 
the close of the war for what he believed to be right. When he 
was 51 years of age, the popie of Georgia, who had for more than 
a quarter of a century studied his public service and his fidelity 
to his State and nation, sought to confer upon him the highest 
honor in their gift by making him a United States Senator, and 
practically-all of the State senators and representatives elected 
were instructed by the people to honor him with this great office; 
but his death prevented this great trust and well-merited distinc- 
tion from being conferred upon him. 

His views on finance, taxation, education, commerce, agricul- 
ture, an economical administration of the Government, the sov- 
ereignty of the people, and the independence of the coordinate 
departments of the Government, and on all other important ques- 
tions presented, were often announced in strong and eloquent 
speeches, which are found in nearly every volume of the CONGRES- 
3 RECORD issued since his service as Representative com- 
menced. s 

As an earnest, fearless champion of Dem , he was always 
ready to defend his party and his principles, and he loved to up- 
hold and support the teachings and doctrines of Jefferson and 
Jackson, 

It was as Speaker of the House of Representatives he gained his 
highest honors and made himself most conspicuous before the 
country. His knowledge of parliamentary law and procedure, his 
equipoise, and the ease, dignity, firmness, and fairness with which 
he presided made him popular with the members of all political 

arties and enabled him to conduct the business with order and 

ispatch, I believe the dispassionate judgment of those over 
whom he presided for four years is that he is entitled to be remem- 
bered as one of the ablest and most accomplished of the Speakers 
of the House of Representatives. 

The history of Georgia is luminous with the names of brilliant, 
earnest, and faithful statesmen. Among the ablest and strongest 


of that great xy the name of CHARLEs F. Crisp has taken its 

Some F permanent 1 His fame does not belong to Georgia alone, 
Some aome that is crane, nor to the South, but to the whole Republic, and in Kentucky we 

- Some loved person will cherish his memory, and his fame will survive along with 


that of the other dead statesmen, jurists, and heroes—Hill, 
Toombs, Colquitt, and Brown—who did so much to make Georgia 
conspicuous and illustrious. y . 

It is written in one of the tender and beautiful legends which 
the Talmud has preserved that at the moment of the death of a 
good man memories of his love and charity and good deeds float 
through his mind to cheer and console him as his spirit soars 
away from the cares and conflicts, the joys and sorrows, of life. 
If this be true, our friend in his last moments, when the darkness 
of death was settling upon him and the first glimpse of immor- 
tality was beginning to be seen, had much to soothe and comfort 
him. Reviewing his life, his early manhood, his mature years, 
he could see gli ng and glistening along his way deeds 
which benefited his fellow-men in the State and in the nation. 
He could see fidelity and devotion to loved ones at home; he could 


When our comrade dies, when our coworker is stricken down 
full of hope and high oe and great achievements, when he 
who has helped to elk istory and participated with us in the 
mpar aay legislation of our country is taken away in the prime 
and vigor of a splendid manhood, when his ability, integrity, and 
devotion to the public weal are most appreciated and most needed, 
we realize fully that death is very near to us, and that our afflic- 
tion is severe and our country’s loss is great. 

Others have given detailed accounts of thelife and career of Hon. 
CHARLES F. Crisp. I shall speak mainly of his character and his 
service in the legislative forum, where I knew him best and where 

I respected and admired him as a leader and loved him asa friend. 

I first met him when I commenced my service as a Re nta- 
tive in Congress in 1885. My admiration for him grew as I became 
better acquainted with him, and I was deeply impressed with his 
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see charity and love, fragrant as flowers in hes chy peue i 
and chastening a life well spent in the ce of his God and his 
country, and at the end of it all, I believe, he could hear the wel- 
come plaudit, Well done. thou good and faithful servant; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


Mr. WELLINGTON. Mr. Speaker, amid the lengtheniag shad- 
ows of this midwinter afternoon the Representatives of our 
nation have met to mourn the untimely ending of a great career. 
The strong voice of active legislation is at rest, the fierce conten- 
tion of partisan debate is hushed, and in their stead solemn de- 
corum and order reign. To-day we are concerned not with the 
living, in the present, or the future, but the dead and the past. 
We cull a halt in the march of life; we turn from the busy scenes 
and activities of living men to the grave that nestles with many 
others in distant Georgia, in that place set apart for the habita- 
tions of the dead; and as we stand before it with sad and sorrow- 
ful mien, I would lay a simple flower there while others may 
place a wreath of amaranth upon it as a tribute to the memory 
of CHARLES FREDERICK ORISP, 

From the quiet portals of the grave there come none but fond 
regrets and tender recollections.” Resentments are forgotten, 
faults forgiven, and remembrance portrays to us in vivid pictures 
the virtues and noble actions of the departed. 

As we unroll the canvas of the last half century, whereon time 
hath painted in ineffaceable colors the life history of the distin- 
guished man whom we mourn, there are few foibles to condone 
and much that was noble to commend. 

The annals of a nation are written in the Hogtaphy of its great 
men, The mass of the people have no history. The record of 
their lives is short and simple, and remains ever the same. They 
are born, they live, they die, and are forgotten; generation after 
generation meets the same fate. We blunder through yonth, 
struggle in manhood; and if perchance we are fortunate enough 
to reach old age, it is a scene of vain and unavailing regrets, But 
there are men who, by the force and power of taleht or genius, 
indomitable will, or never-ceasing perseverance, lift themselves 
above their fellows, and in the record of their lives write history 
for their ple. Such aman was CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP. 
Not a brilliant man, perhaps; not one whose name will flash with 
lustrous light, for he did not live in a time when splendid efful- 
gence reigned. Yet when the records of this commonplace period 
of American national life are made up, his figure will stand out in 
bold relief as one who stood by his section, who partook of the 
bitterness of sectional strife, and yet was broad enough to rise 
above rancor, and developed into a national character, which, 
though tinged with sectionalism, grew gradually until he reached 
the loftier elements of patriotism, humanity, and a gentleness 
rarely observed among men. 

Born in the stormy times when the unavoidable conflict was 
rapidly approaching, he had reached the days of youth when sec- 
tional Strife began. The bitter struggles of that eventful period 
have become a story of the „and a generation of men have been 
born and grown into ma: since the great civil war. To me 
it is a memory of childhood. Yet I can well remember when the 
two opinions of government, which had existed antagonistic to 
each other since the formation of the Republic, divided our land 
and arrayed one part against the other. 

In the North there had grown the idea of a strong Federal Gov- 
ernment, such as had been portrayed by the Declaration of Inde- 
panamos: In the South there was the sentiment of a confedera- 

on of States, such as had been contemplated in the Articles of 
Federation which bound the colonies in the Revolutionary war. 
These two rival principles met upon the border; there sentiment 
was divided, and therefore upon the borderland can be found that 
ju t which haps will give in more impartial manner 

it to each and both for the valor, heroism, and self-sacrifice 
with which each section maintained what it believed to be right. 

When the great struggle came, Mr. Crisp, who was then a youth, 
cast his fortunes with his native State. sarpe had broken the 
bonds that bound her to the Federal Union. She had joined her- 
self to that other government which had been named by the South- 
ern States. CRISP had been reared in the school of State rights, 
of sovereignty for the Commonwealth, and therefore it was bu 
natural to him to give allegiance to the Commonwealth which, 
angh not the placeof his birth, had 3 sustenance through 
childhood and youth, and from which he had received all she had 


to give. 

Emid all the changeful fortunes and vicissitudes of internecine 
strife the days of his youth passed into manhood, and in the for- 
tunes of war he became a prisoner in the hands of the Federal 
troops. There he remained until the conflict was ended and the 

t question upon which the perpetuity of this Government 
mded was forever put at rest. The first period of his life was 
closed. The sentiment of State sovereignty, which had colored 
his youth and led him to take up arms at the behest of his State 


against the General Government, was dead—aye, more; buried 
beneath four rig of weary rian ee attacks and repulses, vic- 
tories and defeats, a million lives, and billions of treasure. It 
was a lesson in national life which every nation must learn, and 
which, thanks be to God, the American nation has successfully 
committed to memory. It made a deep impression upon Mr. 
Crisp’s life; it fashioned all the years that were to come, and con- 
verted much of the partisan into a judicial temperament. He 
began life on his own account, studied law, and entered into its 
practice; Success attended his efforts, judicial honors were given 

, and then there came into his life another ambition, which led 


him into the path where he was most needed. The bitter passions 
and intense prejudices of sectional strife do not pass away in the 


fading of a moon nor yet in the circling of the seasons of one short 


year. They die gradually, and the people who would throw them 


off need the calm judgment, the sober second thought of men who 


ean lead them conservatively, who will appeal to nobler senti- 
ments and broader views, and no man in the past two decades has 
rendered greater service to his common country in this direction 
than CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP. His whole course in the House 
of Representatives, while it manifested the fact that he was true 
to the atmosphere in which he lived and faithful to the people 


whom he served, demonstated that he could look beyond the nar- 
row confines of his State, view the broad expanse of our country, 
and, step by step, guide the Southern States to the common van- 
tage ground where hands should be clasped and common cause 
made for the whole American ae le. 

When I met him first, but ittie over a 2 ago, I knew him 
only by the reputation he had made as the leader of the political 
organization to which he belonged; knew him by the record he 
had made as Speaker of the House of Representatives. I esteemed 
him, admired him, honored him, and personal contact but inten- 
sified that sentiment and feeling. 

As a leader of men of his own opinion, he was neither rude nor 
masterful. To the o ition he was very fair, just, and fre- 
quently charitable. To tyros and beginners he was not only 
gentle, but generous, and he had about him the subtle quality of 

ing firm upon his own ground, yet winning the confidence, 
trust, and good graces of his adversaries. 

I saw him last upon the floor of this House, when insidious dis- 
ease had begun its work, but he bore it bravely and by strength 
of will and nerve attempted to win the terrible battle of Tite 

inst death. Even then the silent angel poised the dread shaft 
which ere long was to speed and strike him down. The flowers 
of spring had bloomed and faded when he departed for his home, 
there to en in the contest which was to b him further 
honors from the people of his State. Summer p: , the harvests 
of autumn were gathered, and the winds of approaching winter 
were beginning to sigh and moan among the trees when the final 
summons came, and the wires flashed to friend and foe the news 
that saddened one and all, giving the tidings of his death. 

The record of his life is made up. It is fair and beautiful; and 
the characteristic which shall make him loved most among our 
a g is that he was just and generous toward all, and amy 
with justice and generosity that love which is the best part of ali 
men, for, in the language of the Ancient Mariner— 

rayeth well who loveth we! 


He 
Both man and bird and beast; 
oe penae best who loveth best 


1 both t mall; 
For the dear rds pong wiles ge 
He made and loveth all. , 

Thus we may leave him, life’s fateful mission accomplished and 
the enigma of the hereafter solved. His memory may be safel 
intrusted to the people with whom he lived and who now dwell 
where his ashes rest. 


Mr. TATE. Mr. gare we pause amidst the stormy strife of 
life’s fierce battles and the busy bustling scenes of party conten- 
tion and international disturbance to pay tribute to the memory, 
recall the services, tell of the exalted character, and recount the 
many virtues of one who has left his impress upon the age in 
which he lived. <A great leader has fallen. When the future his- 
torian comes to record the names of the illustrious statesmen who 
have been the pride and glory of our common country, that of 
CHARLEs F. Crisp will shine forth among the first and the fore- 
most and shed luster upon the greatest and the best. 5 

When Attorney-General ing, on December 9, 1853, an- 
nounced to the Supreme Court the death of that great and good 
man, William R. King, Vice-President of the United States, he 
said,among other beautiful things, concerning the dead statesman, 
these grand words, which are so appropriate to this occasion that i 
take the liberty of transcribing them: 

He stands to the memory in — 1 outline, as it were, against the sky like 
Sonahiic wravyed ˙ KKK bl 
pe per unity of a faultless proportion. 


1897. 


Mr. Speaker, death extinguished a great light when Judge CRISP 
died. He was not an orator like Clay, nor 8 like Webster, 
nor a metaphysician like Calhoun, yet he ssed in harmonious 
combination, ina great degree, all of these distinguishing attributes, 
and was, sir, the best-rounded character I ever knew. He was a 


pleasing, a charming speaker; graceful in manner, clear in state-. 


ment, fair in his representation of his opponent’s position and 
ent, candid in his search for the truth. 

e knew how to be, at the same time, a parken and a patriot. 

He was a partisan because he believed that the principles and 
policy of his party involved the highest interest of his country 
and his race. He was a patriot because he recognized in the 
beneficent Constitution and institutions of his country the world’s 
last and best hope for constitutional liberty and free representative 
vernment. He was no specialist, but he stood among the first 
in all things which go to make greatness, He was a wise coun- 
selor, an able statesman, an eloquent advocate, an accomplished 
rliamentarian, a courtly gentleman,and a true friend. is life 

is an inspiration to the young men who are to come after him—a 
beacon light to guide them toa higher sense of public duty, and 
give them a more exalted idea of unselfish patriotism. I do not 
care to dwell at length upon the Fe career of the illustrious 
dead, because it is a part of the public history of the country and 
familiar toall. Hisnameisindissolubly associated with all the pub- 
lic events of importance which have occurred in the last decade. 

From the time when, a mere youth, he first entered public life 
down to the moment when death called him from us, his career 
‘was a series of brilliant successes. As solicitor-general, judge, 
president of conventions, member of Congress, Sp: , every- 
where and at all times he met every obligation and discharged the 
duties of every trust committed to him with honesty, fidelity, and 
ability. Right here, upon the floor of this House, was the scene 
of his greatest triumphs—his most brilliant achievements. Cool, 
self-poised, and well balanced, he could always husband his 
resources at the right time and direct his energies with the best 
possible effect. Never did he develop his matchless powers or 
show his wonderful resources so well as when leading the forlorn 
hope of the minority; amidst the fire and clash of ty conten- 
tion he would always parry the blows of the opposition, and by 
well-directed aims send his own darts with fatal precision into 
the heart of the enemy. He never voluntarily gave offense, and 
frequently disarmed opposition by his kindness and urbanity. 
Those, however, who met him in debate found that there were 
blows to take as well as blows to give.” J 

Some men may have surpassed Judge Crisp in the subtle forces 
of thought; others may have excelled him in the divine gift of 
eloquence; still others may have been his equal in soundness of 
judgment and the judicial fairness with which he exercised 

wer, and perhaps he had his peers in the high social qualities 
or which he was so eminently distinguished, but men possessing 
all these high attributes in combination are rarely found. Judge 
CRISP them all. His was a clear, active, incisive intel- 
lect. He wasa fiuent and eloquent er, an upright and im- 
partial judge, an able and faithful resentative, a reađy and 
skillful parliamentarian, and as a Speaker of this House for 
ability and fairness he goes to history the peer of Blaine and 
Randall. He was a polished and courtly gentleman, genial in 
manner and spirit as an *““incense-breathing morn” in May, a 
bold and fearless Pays omen a faithful and confiding friend, and 
more than this, than these, than all, he was that noblest work 

of God, an honest man.” His was— 

One of the few, the immortal names, 
t were not born to die. 

Judge CRISP sent the sunshine of joy and gladness into the hearts 
of those who came in contact with his magnetic presence. It has 
been said that he never lost a friend nor made an enemy. Those 
of us who enjoyed the pleasure of comradeship with this golden- 
hearted man, who luxuriated, as it were, in the bright light of his 
genial companionship, can attest how great is our loss, how sad 
our bereavement. A panur, kindlier heart never beat within a 
human breast. Would that Icoulds of him in fitting language 
asa friend. He was my friend in all that term can suggest, and 
my personal loss is ter than Ican tell. Iloved him and I loved 
to follow where he led. But above all I loved to sit and hold sweet 
converse with him. 

He has departed from among us, and we will never see his like 
again. Silently and sorrowfully he was laid away in the bosom of 
the Commonwealth he loved so well and served so faithfully. The 

ef of thousands of stricken hearts followed his funeral train. 

e have embalmed him in our hearts forever, and Georgia con- 
tinues to weep upon the new-made grave of her best beloved son. 
Friend of my life— 

Farewell; my lips may wear a careless smile. 
My words W breathe the wy soul of lightness, 


But the tou heart must deeply feel the while 
That life has lost a portion of its brightness. 
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Judge CRISP was ambitious, “ that glorious fault of angels and 
gods.” He had ambition for official ponton not for its empty 
honorsand perishing emoluments, but for the privilege and oppor- 
ae it gave him to serve his country. His ambition was neither 
selfish nor inordinate. He was ambitious to do the most good 
within the compass of a life's duration, and to that end he conse- 
crated the best energies of his great mind and his honest heart. He 
wanted to go to the Senate, the sine qua non of every statesman’s 
ambition, but his desire to attain this exalted station did not over- 
come his fixed purpose to serve his country where he could do his 
country most . While we can not say of him what Antony 
said of Julius Cæsar, I thrice ted him a kingly crown—he 
did thrice refuse,” yet we all do know that he was once presented 
with a seat in the American Senate and that he did once refuse 
it, because his friends and his party thought he could render the 
country greater service by remainmg Speaker of this House, and 
with him their wish was law. He was assured by the present 
able and 8 junior Senator from ia [Mr. Bacon], who 
was at the time an aspirant for the position, that if he would 
accept the 8 to the office of Senator tendered him 
by Governor Northen, made vacant by the death of the beloved 
and lamented Colquitt, he would have no opposition for the suc- 
cession before the legislature; therefore his acceptance at that 
time meant the fulfillment of the cherished ambition of his life, 
Yet he made the personal sacrifice for the public good. Some 
men are stimula to great achievements by the love of glory 
others by the thirst for power, but the sentiment that absorbed 
the thought and thrilled the heart of Judge Crisp was love of 
country. , 

Breathes there the man with soul so dead 


Who never to himself hath said, 
This is my own, my native land! 


The greatest heroes of the world’s history are those who fought 
the battles against selfandconquered. Crisp did this. He fought 
this fight, he kept the faith, he gained the victory, and wears the 


crown. 

Pure and unselfish patriotism was his distinguishing character- 
istic. 

Mr. Speaker, Georgia, ever proud of the achievements of her 
sons, looked upon this, her favorite, with peculiar pride and fond- 
ness, and her people, unforgetful of the sacrifices he had made for 
them, with a unanimity unsurpassed, had named him for the 
highest position within her gift, when his great heart ceased to 
beat. And thus this light was extinguished in the very blaze of 
his test political triumph; he reached forth his hand to take 
the Senatorial toga and grasped a shrond. 

Mr. Speaker, as the stars go down to rise on some fairer shore, 
so our friend passes through the gloom of the grave to another and 
immortal condition of life. To those annealed in the blood of the 
crucified Gallilean, there is no death. . 


There is no death! ‘What seems 80 is transition; 
This life of mortal breath 


Is but a suburb of the life el: 
Whose portal we call Dea 
Divine revelation flashes from the sheen of the cross u the 
darkness of the grave, the light of life, and anchors the broken 


heart of humanity, by the cable of faith, to the cherished truths 
of the resurrection and immortality. The religion of Christianity 
offers the only rational solution of the problems of life and death. 
We shall meet our friend and associate again, with all those who 
have preceded us. 
We ow Ee sunder the veil p 5 
That hides from our vision gates of day, 
We only know, that their barks no more 
y sail with us o'er life's stormy sea; 
Yet somewhere, I know, on the unseen shore, 
They watch and beckon and wait for me. 


Our distinguished colleague and beloved friend was as felicitious 
in death as he was succes in life. He had lived long and well 
in a few brief years. He had served his country well and faith- 
fully, in positions of high trust and great honor. He was in the 
high tide of matured intellectual manhood, and in the noonday 
splendors of national fame. Age had not palsied his great pow- 
ers, disappointment had not paled the star of his hope, nor frozen 
the current of his love. His work well done, his fame assured as 
part of his country’s history, He wraps the drapery of his couch 
about him and lies down to pleasant dreams,” with every flower on 
his tomb wet with a nation’s tears. 


Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, when I first knew CHARLES 
F. Crisp he was a very, very young man. He had been appointed 


solicitor-general of one of the circuits in the State of Georgia, and 
so well and so faithfully did he perform his duties as solicitor, 
that when he asked an appointment to the judgeship of the same 
circuit, he received it at the hands of the governor. 


So well did 
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he perform the duties of judge—no stain, no criticism, no slander 
was cast upon him or his administration—that at the end of his 
first term he was elected by the Georgia legislature for a second 


In all his life he performed his duties well. Beginning without 
much of this world’s goods, with but few friends, and with a 
ee education, he learned to trust implicitly in that old adage 


Honor and shame from no condition rise; 
Act well your part; there all the honor lies. 


From his early manhood until the day of his death he wasa 
practical, upright, honest official in every capacity, whether State 
or national. 

In 1883 we had a very noted political contest, such as had not 
taken place for many years in Georgia. There was opposition to 
the nomination and election of the then acting governor, and there 
was a combination to beat him. There were, I believe, four or five 
candidates who were prominent. Two of them were very nearly 
equal, and controlling almost the entire vote of the convention. 
Judge Crisp was a delegate at that time in behalf of a man who 
had but 13 votes in the convention. Iwasa delegate, and when we 
met, the t question to solve was who should act as the perma- 
nent president of that convention. Neither of the dominant candi- 
dates could afford to allow his rival to name the presiding officer. 
There was a committee of thirteen appointed to suggest a presiding 
officer, and I am glad that I had the pleasure, as a member of that 
committee, of suggesting CHARLES F. Crisp and of stating in the 
committee room that, of all the men who were accredited as dele- 
gates to that convention on that day, CHARLES F. Crisp was, in 
my humble opinion, one of the fairest-minded and most impartial 
and honest men in the convention. The suggestion was accepted; 
he was elected, and well and satisfacto: id his selection prove 
to all interested parties, That was the beginning of his political 
life. 

Mr. Speaker, so much has been said of CHARLES F. Crisp to-day, 
both as to his life and as to his character, and the day has worn 
so far away, and there are so many others who are anxious to 
say something in his behalf, that I shall only consume a moment 
or two more of time. Iwas with him much during the last year. 
I have been intimate with him for many years. I have seen him 
in sunshine and under the clouds. I have seen him in prosperity 
and in adversity, but never in all my life did I see CHARLES F. 
CrisP so sorely tried as during the last year. When he thought 
of entering the race for United States Senator before the people of 
Georgia, the proposition was that this question should be re- 
manded to the people, by primaries that should select the name 
of the Senator, believing that the Georgia legislature would in- 
dorse their action. It is well remembered by everybody on the 
floor of the House that a very strong man—a young man, strong 
in mind and in body—met him on the hustings in Georgia, con- 
testing his claim to the Senatorship on account of his financial 
views. 

It was intimated, when Mr. Crisp left the field and failed to fill 
the engagements on hand, that it was for other reasons than his 
physical condition. He was criticised by the papers at home in 
some instances and by newspapers abroad. No one knew but Mr. 
Crisp his real condition. No physician who had attended him or 
prescribed for him knew his sufferings and the peculiar condition, 
physically, under which he labored. He withdrew. He submitted 
b those adverse criticisms and talked to me about it more than 
once. I was with him, Mr. Speaker, when he made his last speech 
onearth. Called by the people of Rome, Ga., and the surround- 
ing country last fall to liver a political speech, he had a mag- 
nificent audience, and never in my life did I see a speaker who 
nerved himself so thoroughly to do his full duty and measure u 
to his full capacity as did CHARLES F. Crisp on that occasion. It 
was painful to see the effort he made to meet the expectations of 
the vast crowd that was hanging upon his lips.- Yet he partially 
failed; it was his last effort. He only talked for a few minutes, 
and had to sit down. There were but few, perhaps, including Mr. 
Crisp himself, who were aware of how fatal the malady was or 
yona be, and how soon it would take him from his sphere of 
action. 

Permit me to say in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, that his death was 
a national loss; but a much greater loss to Georgia, and to his 
home circle and to his personal friends an irreparable loss. He 
was an honest man, a good man, a discreet man, a wise man, a 
kind man, a liberal man, a manly man. 


Mr. LAWSON. Mr. Speaker, on the 23d day of October last the 
soul of CHARLES F. CRISP, a great Georgian and an honored mem- 


ber of this body, passed through the gates of death into the pres- 
ence of God. On that day his eyes rested for the last time on the 
lendors of his Southern skies. At such a season life is 
or no artist, however deep his inspiration or exalted 


autumnal 
precious. 
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his imagination, has ever conceived a picture that rivaled in beauty 
and grandeur the surpassing loveliness of forest and landscape 
when every leaf is an opal, and every tres a bower of varied 
beauty.” From such a scene the soul of Judge Crisp, conscious of 
its impending voyage, and with no loved one absent, fearlessly 
launched upon the serene and placid sea of eternity. The places 
that knew him once will know him no more forever. Butin a 
potent sense he still lives—lives in the virtues which he illustrated 
and in the successes which he achieved. These are invulnerable 
to the leaden scepter. 

For the emulation of youth a nobler examble than our deceased 
friend can scarcely De meened, Ardent, courageous, patriotic, 
and loyal to his ado State, he, at the age of 16 years, grasped the 
sword in defense of her sovereign rights. Through four years of 
fatigue, hardships, and untold privations he followed the immor- 
tal Lee, the incomparable soldier and peerless citizen, amid the 
vicissitudes of fortune, to his final defeat. Then, at the age of 20 
years, located in a small south Georgia town, he began a new life. 
A stranger, without either fortune or ancestral distinction, he 
began that long civic combat which, protracted through man 
years, ended only with his life. There was nothing in the 5 
aspect of the country, nor in its social and political condition, to 
animate the bouyancy of his youthful spirits or to guide him to 
an elevated plain of manhood and usefulness. Physical desola- 
tion all around andathorough social upheaval, united with a galling 
oppression from without, tended to make the prospect cheerless 
and hopeless. But that manly courage and hardihood acquired 
in his soldier life qualified him for the conquest of adverse con- 
ditions and for his final triumph over all discouragements. His 
education was meager, such only as he had acquired in the com- 
mon schools; yet he was inducted into the learned profession of 
the law, a profession which in his Southern home had always held 
aloft the highest standards of learning, integrity, and honor. 
But by dint of native ability, strenuous effort, and unfailing 
industry, he soon won a firm foothold in the profession, and was 
promoted to the office of solicitor-general, mia. charged with the 
5 of all infractions of the criminal laws in his circuit, 

is able and faithful discharge of the duties of his office is evi- 
denced by the fact that on the first opportunity thereafter he was 
elected one of the judges of the superior courts of the State, courts 
which are vested with the highest original civil and criminal juris- 
diction in the State. Responsibilities of the most grave and 
onerous nature now devolved on him—none could be more so, 
To hold the scales of justice evenly between the contending animos- 
ities and passions of personal strifes, and to determine the issueg 
of life and death impartially according to law, is a responsibilit; 
and a duty more exacting of the intelligence, the patience, the 
integrity, and the humanity of the judge than can otherwise be 
imposed, Vet Judge Crisp bore this burden with fortitude, with 
a sound understanding, and with conscientious loyalty to justice 
and fidelity to the State, eminently displaying in all emergencies 
the immovable and calm equipoise of animpartial magistrate. His 
countrymen, to attest their approval of his able judicial adminis- 
tration, transferred him to a sphere of less serious responsibilities, 
but of higher honor and wider usefulness. They elected him to the 
Congress of the United States. I will not undertake to portray 
his labors and successes here. That will be much better done by 
his colaborers and cotemporaries. 

I did not witness any of his Congressional career until he was 
chosen Speaker of the House of Representatives. As his colleague, 
and 5 in part the same people, I witnessed, with a par- 
donable exhilaration of feeling, the industry, aptitude, ability, 
and fairness with which he deported himself in that great office, 
Quick to perceive, prompt to act, resolute of purpose, calm, com- 
posed, and suave in manner, he was a model officer. The stormy 
ebullition of partisan fury did not appall him, nor did sudden par- 
liamentary entanglements disconcert him. Deliberate, just, self- 

ised, courteously according equal consideration to political 

iend and foe, he pursued the even tenor of his way. His per- 
sonal bearing, and the unique blending of his moral and intel- 
lectual qualities, fitting him well and equally for action or for the 
council rd, plainly marked him for the leadership of his party 
in the House. His sagacity, if not unerring, was of the keenest 
description. For these reasons, when his ty suffered defeat, 
and when he descended from the chair to the floor of the House, 
party leadership was accorded him spontaneously, without rivaly 
ries, and without criticisms or comparisons. And though he 
knew that disease was SS te ha fountains of life, and 1 
haggard and wasted in strength, he sometimes seemed to ben 
beneath the burden, he resolutely maintained his station at the 
head of the column. Thus, as lawyer, jurist, legislator, Speaker, 
and statesman, he was a conspicuous figure and filled a large 
space in the public eye. 


His was the applause of listening senates to command, 
‘And to rond bic history in & ustion’s eyes. 
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And cut down in the midst of his years, in the prime and ma- 
turity of manhood, in the zenith of his fame and usefulness, his 
death is an irreparable loss to his State and country. y 

It may be remarked that his history was complete as it pro- 
gressed. He advanced step by step from one degree of honor and 
usefulness to a higher, but every inch trave: was thoroughly 
conquered ground, and he did not need the . of a later 
achievement to reflect back and supplement or amend the deficien- 
cies, the errors, or the failures of an earlier period. : 

One event in his political career stands out as a conspicuous illus- 
tration of his e. atriotism. It was well known to 
his friends, and a fact which he did not hesitate to admit, that he 
coveted a seat in the United States Senate. That seemed to be the 

oal of his ambition, the capstone to an unbroken series of polit- 
ical conquests. But when, on the death of Senator Colquitt, the 
governor of Georgia offered to fill the vacancy in the Senate by the 
appointment of Judge Crisp, he patriotically put aside the coveted 
rize, esteeming the services he was performing as Speaker of the 
ace of Representatives to be of far greater value to the country 
than his services as a Senator could be. His countrymen warmly 
appreciated and =i yest his self-denial, and in the fullness of 
e, when he could accept the office without a sacrifice of duty, 
they, with practical unanimity in a primary election, indicated 
him as their choice for the Senatorship. All that remained to 
consummate the people’s choice and his own ambition was the yote 
of the general pl iy which would have been cast before the 
passing of those beautiful October days. Had death spared him 
a few days longer an admiring people would have crowned him 
with the laurels he so long coveted. But he is gone; and the glit- 
tering prize which, like ripened fruit, was just dropping into his 
hande DaS fallen to the lot of another. 

I can not close this brief sketch without some reference to the 

rivateand unofficial life of the honored dead. Iwill not profane 

e sanctuary of his domestic life by any allusion to it except to say 
that he was a loving, dutiful, and indulgent husband and father. 
No man’s life is faultless. No man's life is as good as he wishes 
it to be and strives to make it. Life is a drama of alternate defeat 
and victory. The private life of Judge Crisp, leaving out the 
foibles and follies that human nature in the best of men is heir to, 
was untarnished and spotless. No one ever questioned his integ- 
rity, and no suspicion or slander ever cast a upon the clear 
surface of his character. It was above reproach. His affable 
manners and singularly democratic habits drew men to him and 
“ grappled them with hooks of steel.” No aspersion of his polit- 
ical foes ever escaped his lips; they even shared the beneficence of 
his Christian charity. His bonhommie was perennial; his cheer- 

‘fulness a never-failing stream. It was a delight to share in the 
leasantries of his sunny disposition. As greatness grew apan 
he did not forget his early and less-favored friends. e 

great poet tells us that— 
‘Tis a common b 


roof, 
That lowliness is young ambition’s ladder, 
Whereto the piimber-upwast turns his face; 
But when he once attains the ppm round, 
Doon in tha londa scaring tho baso degrees 
By which he did ascend. 

Not so with Judge Crisp. A friend once gained was a friend 
forever. The friends of his early days were the stancher friends 
of his last days. The period of his suffering and decline was 
wreathed in their admiration and love. And if any sacrifice 
which they could have offered could have beaten back the stealthy 
and relentless approach of the grim monster, he to-day, strong 
and militant, would be an active leader amongst us. 

I conclude with one other remark. Death came to him as it 
comes to but few. It did not with a sudden and resistless stroke 
mercifully cut him down. It did not, through wasting disease, 
always nearing the inevitable end, assure him that recovery was 
impossible. But it tantalized him with alternate hope and dread. 
Now . again it receded; but the dread Reaper was 
ever dimly present. In the noisy altercations of these halls, in 
the . of his home, in the council chamber, on the highway 
in the hall of assemblies, in solitude, in society, at funerals and 
at marriage feasts, everywhere and always, Death, toying with 
his heartstrings, mocked him. Whether.his.end was near or far 
off, he knew not; but he did know that his sleepless enemy was 
inexorable and relentless. For months he stood near and listened 
to the lashing of the waves upon the eternal shore and feared not. 
Surely the valiant never taste of death but once. 


Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, at this late hour I promise that my 
words will be very few. The great dramatist has said: 
All the world’s a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players. 
Of this Washington, with its ever-changing life, seems to me 
to be a fit illustration. I often think, as I ascend the steps of 
this Capitol building, of all the men who have served here and 


walked these streets, ascended these ste 
day of honor, fame, and pleasure, and 
majority. 

udge Crisp, in whose honor we have met here this afternoon, 
like all the rest, is but an illustration of Gray’s immortal Elegy in 
a Country Churchyard, that— 


The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 


These considerations should lead us to look away to that undis- 
covered country, should lead us to seek for honor and treasure 
laid up ‘‘where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break need, nor steal.” How it should lead us to 
strive for that incorruptible crown of glory that fadeth not away, 
for those enduring honors that will stand when the marble crum- 
bles, when the bronze turns to dust, and when the canvas fades— 
will stand when the elements have melted with fervent heat and 
the works thereof are burned up. 

Mr. Speaker, to know CHARLES F. Crisp was to love the man. 
I disagreed with this distinguished statesman upon nearly eve 
political question, upon economic and financial questions, but 
am here to bear testimony to the fact that I believe he was a thor- 
chee honest and sincere man. I am here to say that he was a 
refined and courteous gentleman; and I am here to say that he 
bore the duties of that t office which you enjoy, Mr. Speaker, 
and whose responsibilities you know so well—I am here to say that 
he bore those great honors with a quiet modesty and dignity. 
CHARLES F. Crisp was a gentleman in the widest, broadest sense 
of those words. Shakespeare says: 


The evil that men do lives after them; 
The good is oft interred with their bones. 


I have often thought when reading that that he spoe ironically. 
I think exactly the opposite is true. I think we love to recount 
the virtues of our deceased friends rather than their failings and 


, and had their little 
ve joined the silent 


faults. The distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 


DALZELL] has said that Speaker Crisp had faults; but he has 
truly and justly said that his virtues far outshone them; his gen- 
tleness, his culture, his urbanity of manner, even to his political 
opponents as well as his friends, was a marked characteristic of 
this great man, who now sleeps in the soil of his own loved State, 
the great empire State of 8 are 

Mr. 5 Mr. CHARLES F. Crisp died in the zenith of his 
fame. He died at the post of duty, as one should wish to die. 
You remember, Mr. Speaker, when the surgeons gathered around 
Mr. Garfield in the depot when he was stricken down by the 
vilest assassin that ever cursed the earth, he asked Dr. Bliss 
„Doctor, is the wound mortal?” And you remember the answer 
that the doctor made. Said he: “Mr. Garfield, we fear the 
worst.” And that great man said: Doctor, I am not afraid to 
die.“ Why not? Because he was at the post of duty. One of 
my illustrious and distinguished predecessors, who for sixteen 
Jone represented in yonder Hall the district which I have the 

onor to represent—John Quincy Adams, the old man eloquent— 
died in yonder Hall in 1848. He died as he lived—at the post of 
duty, like this man. He died on his shield, and his last words 
were: This is the last of earth. 1 am content.” Surely the 
place where a statesman would wish to die! 

Some of the oldest people who live in my country will tell you 
that their grandparents told them about a dark day. It occurred 
on the 19th day of May, 1780. It began to grow dark at 10 o'clock 
in the morning, and at noon it was so dark in New England that 
poa le could not see to read outdoors. Our fathers had very few 

besides the Bible, and in that book they read that God had 
appointed a day in which He would judge the world. Very many 
of the good propie of New England thought the day of judgment 
was at hand. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, as you know, the strange 
phenomenon has never been explained. The only explanation 
ever offered was that the smoke from dense forest fires in the 
West met a dense fog from the East. At any rate, on the 19th 
day of May, 1780, at noonday in New England a man could not 
see to read out of doors. This dark day overtook the Connecticut 
house of assembly in session; and amidst profound silence and 
gloom, one of the members arose in his place and said: 


Mr. Speaker, it is evident that some strange and wonderful providence of 
Almighty God is upon us, by which we can not see to read at noontime. It 
may be, sir, that the day of cb ng gone isathand. In view of this strange and 
wonderful providence of God, I move you, sir, that the Connecticut house of 
assembly do now adjourn. 


There was another member of thehonseof assembly, whose name 
was Abraham Davenport, and he was a Quaker; and he stood up 
in his place and opposed the motion. He said: 


Mr. President, I am opposed to the motion to adjourn. Iam utterly unable 
to explain the darkness. It may be that some n wonderful pon 
dence of God is upon us. It may be, as my brother said, that the day 
jo ent is at hand. wie sir, as I know of no better place to be overtaken b; 

eath and the judgment t atthe post of duty, I move you, sir, that the 
candles be brought in and the act be read again. 
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It was done; and the business of the house went on. 

Now, Mr. er, I have faith to believe that if you and I, like 
CHARLES F. , and John Quincy Adams, and James Abram 
Garfield, and Abraham Davenport, are found at the post of duty, 
in the largest meaning of those words, having our peace 0 
with God, we need not fear death or the judgment. Surely this 
man died at the post of duty: he died bravely and he sleeps well; 
his name and his memory and his record will be revered by his 
countrymen to the remotest time. Fare you well, CHARLES F. 
Crisp! We shall see you no more on the shores of time. We say 
to you a last and sad farewell. 


Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that gentlemen who have spoken on the pending resolutions 
may have leave to extend their remarks, and that others may have 
the privilege of furnishing remarks for publication within the 
next ten days. 

There was no objection; and it was ordered accordingly. 

The question being then taken, the resolutions were agreed to; 
and in accordance therewith (at 5 o’clock and 55 minutes p. m.) 
the House adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 

erer were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as 
OWS: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
reports from the accounting officers of the Treasury Department, 
with lists of delinquent officers during the year 1 to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the president of the Anacostia and Potomac Rail- 
way Company, transmitting a statement of receipts and expendi- 
tures for the year ending December 31, 1896, together with a list 
of stockholders—to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secre of the Treasury, transmitting 
list ot amounts due the Union and Pacific Railroad compa- 
nies; also settlements in favor of the Central Branch, Union Pacific 
Railroad Company—to the Committee on Appropriations, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. BABCOCK, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, to which was referred the joint resolution of the House (H. 
Res. 228) providing for additional telegraphic and electric-light 
facilities in the city of Washington, D. C., during the inaugural 
ceremonies on the 4th day of March, 1897, repo: the same with- 
out amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2533); which said 
bill and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred House bill No. 9491, reported in 
lieu thereof a bill (H. R. 10023) setting apart a plot of public 

und in the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia 
‘or memorial 8 under the auspices of the N ational 


PUBLIO BILLS AND 


Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, accom- 
panied by a report (No. 2534); which said bill and report were 
referred to the ittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 3071) 
entitled An act to authorize the construction of a bridge over 
the Monongahela River from the borough of Braddock to the town- 
ship of Mifflin, Pa., reported the same without amendment, ac- 
companied by a report (No. 2538); which said bill and report were 
referred to the House Calendar. 


—— 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. SHANNON, from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia: The bill (H. R. 4279) to cure the title to certain real 
estate in the District of Columbia. (Report No. 2535.) 

By Mr. BISHOP, from the Committee on Military Affairs: The 
bill (H. R. 8275) toremove the charge of desertion standing against 
Philip Beidle. to ao No. 2586.) 

By Mr. BAK of Kansas, from the Committee on Invalid 

ensions: The bill (H. R. 9878) granting a pension to Sarah C. 


(Report No. 2539.) 


ADVERSE REPORT. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. BISHOP, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, submitted an adverse report (No. 2537) on 
the bill (H. R. 6910) to remove the charge of desertion standi 
2 vanes F. O'Sullivan; which said bill and report were lai 
on the e. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
A the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 

ows: 

By Mr. SHERMAN: A bill (H. R. 10022) to amend the act 
entitled An act to regulate commerce ”—to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. VAN HORN: A joint resolution (H. Res. 282) for the 
relief of Robert L. Lindsay—to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

By Mr. SMITH of Michigan: A resolution (House Res. No. 492) 
requesting the Secretary of State to inform the House concernin 
the status of an a ent between the United States and Grea’ 
Britain regarding the building of war vessels on the Great Lakes— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A concurrent resolution (House Con, 
Res. No. 67) to print 6,000 additional copies of Bulletin No. 33, 
United States Department of Agriculture, entitled the Cotton 
Plant; its History, Botany, Chemistry, Culture, Enemies, and 


Uses—to the Committee on Printing. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETG. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

B . FITZGERALD: A bill (H. R. 10024) for the amendment 
of the military record of Herman Wenige—to the Committee on 


* Affairs. 
By Mr. OTEY: A bill (H. R. 10025) granting a pension to James 
tten, Company K, Fifteenth Regiment New Jersey Volun- 
teers—to the ttee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. PATTERSON: A bill (H. R. 10026) for the relief of 


John Morrison, of Shelby County, Tenn.—to the Committeeon War 
Claims 


By Mr. REED: A bill (H. R. 10027) to correct the naval record 
of John Richard Dimock—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Pr Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill (H. R. 10028) for the relief of 
William Johnson, administrator of Thomas J. Johnson, deceased, 
late of Fayette County, Tenn.—to the Committee on War Claims, 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 10029) for the relief of Anna 
Hunt, administratrix of the estate of George F. Hunt, deceased, 
late of Claiborne County, Miss.—to the Committee on War 


By Mr. WALKER of Virginia Ogrei: A bill (H. R. 10030) 
to correct the mili record of Thompson Tooley, alias James 
Hener the Committee on 1 

By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H. R. 10081) for the relief of Anthony 
Burleson to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10032) for the relief of John T. Lehman, of 
Lauderdale County, Ala. —to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10033) for the relief of John McMurtry, of 
Lauderdale County, Ala.—to the Committee on War Claims. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. FITZGERALD: Memorial of the Massachusetts Histor- 
ical Society, Charles Francis Adams, president, for the preserva- 
tion of the old frigate Constitution—to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

By Mr. MOSES: Petition of the heirs of Josiah Chambers, de- 
ceased, late of Carroll County, Ga., praying that his war claim be 
referred to the Court of Claims under the Bowman Act—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WALKER of Virginia: Papers to accompany House bill 
to correct the military record of 8 Tooley, alias James 
Heney—to the Committee on Mili Affairs, 

By Mr. SHAFROTH: Petition of the Society of the Sons of the 
Revolution in the State of Colorado, John F. Spalding, president, 
for the publication of the archives of the Government relating to 
the formative period, extending at least from about 1720 to the 
close of the war of 1812—to the Committee on Printing. 

Also, petition of Thomas Butler and 35 other ex-soldiers residin; 
in Longmont, Colo., urging the passage of House bil: No. 9200. 

ting a service pension to honorably discharged soldiers of the 
war—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. k 

J. p M. IRBY, a Senator from the State of South Carolina, 
a Ne in his seat to-day. ; 

Journal of the proceedings of Thursday last was read and 
approved. b 
CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate two communi- 
cations from the Secretary of State, transmitting. in pursuance of 
the provisions of the act of February 3, 1887, certified copies of 
the final ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice- 
President for the States of Kentucky and Tennessee; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. $ 

CHIEF OF CENSUS DIVISION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting for the con- 
sideration of Congress a communication from the Secretary of 
the Interior of the 14th instant, submitting an estimate of appro- 

iation in lieu of an estimate transmit to the Senate on the 

th instant, for a 3 e 8 Siig Ne the Nee 
panying papers, was referred to t mmittee on Appropriations, 
and bee ta be printed. 
ORIGINAL DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA TERRITORY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Attorney-General, transmitting, in response to a 
resolution of December 17, 1896, a statement of what proportion 
the present holdings of the United States in the State of Virginia 
and within the former limits of the District of Columbia bear to 
the whole territory originally ceded by that State to the United 
States, etc.; which, with the accompanying papers, was referred 
to WA Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
p THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Civil Servico Commission in response to a resolution of 
the 14th instant, stating that in obedience to the requirement of the 
law of January 16, 1883, the Commission on April 29, 1896, made 
to the President. for transmission to Steins Day its annual report 
for the fiscal year 1895; which was refe to the Committee on 
Civil Service and Retrenchment, and ordered to be printed. 
REPORT OF ANACOSTIA AND POTOMAC RIVER RAILROAD COMPANY. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the annual report 
of the Anacostia and Potomac River Railroad Company for the 
year ended December 31, 1896; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORT OF THE CAPITAL TRACTION COMPANY. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the annual re- 
rt of the Capital Traction Company, of the District of Colum- 
Bia, for the year ended December 31, 1896; which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed. 
DISTRICT CHARITIES AND REFORMATORY INSTITUTIONS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Martin a member on 
the part of the Senate of the Joint Select Committee to Make 
Investigations of the Charities and Reformatory Institutions of the 
District of Columbia, in place of Mr. Harris, excused. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 710) to remove the charge of desertion against 
James A. Crouch; 

A bill (H. R. 1628) for the relief of Dewitt Eastman; 

A bill (H. R. 2253) for the relief of Barzilla C. Hudson; 

A bill (H. R. 3851) to reimburse Col. Phillip Kirshner for money 

aid for the services of a band for the Sixteenth Regiment of Ohio 
3 Volunteers; and 

A bill (H. R. 3926) to correct the war record of David Sample. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

A bill as R. 3623) to amend section 4 of an act entitled “An 
act to define the jurisdiction of the police court of the District of 
Columbia;” 

A bill (H. R. 6834) to prevent the purchasing of or speculating 
in claims inst the Federal Government by United States officers; 

A bill (H. R. 9671) to detach the county of Marion from the 
northern division of the northern district of Alabama and attach 
the same to the southern division of said district; and 

A bill ae R. 9901) to detach the county of Audrain from the 
western district of Missouri and to attach the same to the eastern 
district of said State of Missouri. 


The bill (H. R. 939) for the relief of Cogswell & Co. was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The bill (H. R. 2859) nting a pension to Harriet F. Herrick 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

The bill (H. R. 9752) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
authorize the construction of a steel bridge over the St. Louis 
River between the States of Wisconsin and Minnesota,” . agro 
April 24, 1894, as amended by an act approved Angust 4, 1894, 
entitled An act to amend an act to authorize the construction of 
a steel bridge over the St. Louis River between the States of Min- 
nesota and Wisconsin,” was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

The bill (H. R. 6883) to incorporate the Convention of Ameri- 
can Instructors of the Deaf was read twice by its title. 

Mr. McMILLAN, ask that the bill may lie on the table. It is 
the same as a Senate bill now on the Calendar. à 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, : 


The VICE-PRESIDENT announced his signature to the follow- 
ing enrolled bills and joint resolution, which had previously been 
signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
ck ae 206) to provide an American register for the steamer 

ahului; 

A bill (S. 1424) to amend an act entitled! An act to amend sec- 
tion 4178, Revised Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ 
names at bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the 
draft,” approved February 21, 1891; 

A bill (S. 1725) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and Gulf 
Railway to construct and maintain a bridge across Red River, at 
the city of Alexandria, La.; 

A bill (S. 1741) to authorize the Muskogee, Oklahoma and West- 
ern Railroad Company to construct and operate a line of railway 
through Oklahoma and the Indian Territory, and for other pur- 


poses; 
A bill (S. 2884) ca mando, e acts of Congress in relation to 
the award of life-saving m 8; 

A bill (H. R. 4538) for the relief of John Keefe; 

A bill (H. R. 8676) to enable the town of Flagstaff, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, to issue bonds to construct a water system; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. 189) providing for the erection of a 
Government building at the Tennessee Centennial Exposition, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of the Illinois State Grange, 
praying for the establishment of a free rural mail delivery; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 

He also presented a petition of Local Branch No. 5, Junior Steam 
Fitters’ Association, of Chicago, Il., praying for the enactment of 
legislation providing for the protection of seamen on the Great 
Lakes; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Board of Trade of Alton, III., 
praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also 83 a petition of the general assembly of the 
State of Indiana, praying for the of House bill No. 3273, 
relating to the classification of clerks in first and second class 
post-ofiices; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of M. J. O! Shea, of Chicago, III., 
remonstratin ainst the ratification of the arbitration treaty 
with England; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

He also presented the memorial of Delaney & Murphy, whole- 
sale liquor dealers, of Chicago, III., remonstrating against the 
sage of House bill No. 8582, allowing the bottling of distilled 
spirits in bond; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the Christian Ministers’ Associa- 
tion, of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the enactment of legislation 
to prevent the nullification of interstate antigambling laws; which 
was referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presented resolutions 1 re by the Illinois State 
Grange, favoring the establishment of the equality of the sexes at 
the ballot box; which were referred to the Select Committee on 
Woman Suffrage. 

He also 3 a petition of the Illinois State Grange, pray- 
ing for the establishment of postal savings banks; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Cincinnati Baptist Ministers’ 
Conference,of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the enactment of leg- 
islation relating to gambling by telegraph and express; whi 
was referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presenton the memorials of Rev. J. B. McCrary, pub- 
lisher of the Baptist Truth, of Metropolis; of Bailey & Son, pub- 
lishers of the Bureau County Republican, of Princeton; of P. R. 
Nelson, publisher of the Winchester Times, of Winchester; of 
E. J. Doering, president of the Medical Recorder Publishing Com- 
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pany, and of W. H. Mansfield, publisher of the Roseland Review, 
all in the State of Illinois, remonstrating against the passage of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
vio were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
8. 

He also presented the memorial of J. R. Hammond, editor of 
the Arkansas Commonwealth, of Little Rock, Ark., remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petitions of John R. Marshall, publisher 
of the Record, of Yorkville; of H. W. Austin, president of the 
Oak Park State Bank, of Oak Park, and of Cad Allards, all in the 
State of Illinois, praying for the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CULLOM. I have just received a dispatch in the nature of 
a petition from the Bankers’ Club of Chicago, which I will read: 


Resolved, That the Bankers’ Club of Chicago hereby indorses the accred- 
ited representatives of the United States and Great Britain, and calls upon 
the Senate, in the interest of peace, the welfare of the business of the country, 
and the advancement of ci tion, to 1 it without unnecessary delay. 

JOHN J. MITCHELL, President. 
W. D. C. STREET, Secretary. 


I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present resolutions of the Kansas City 
Live Stock Exchange, in regard to the necessity of amending the 
law touching chattel mortgages in the Indian Territory. I believe 
a House bill for this purpose has been introduced, and I think 
there is a similar measure pending before the Judiciary Commit- 
tee of the Senate. I ask that the petition be referred to that com- 
mittee with the accompanying letter from the president of the 
Kansas City Live Stock Exchange, J. R. Stoller, and also a simi- 
lar letter from Tootle, Wheeler & Motter, of St. Joseph, and 
one from Murray Carleton, of the Wear & Boogher Dry Goods 
Company, of St. Louis. I think the Committee on the Judiciary 
is the committee which has that bill, and I hope it will act very 
promptly upon the matter. I move that the petition and accom- 
panving papers be referred to that committee. 

e motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL | presentea the memorials of William Davis 
Foster, editor of Medical Arena, of Kansas City, Mo.; of W. R. 
Adams, publisher of Taney County Sentinel, of Taneyville, Mo., 
and of Anton E. Neumeister, M. D., publisher of the Medical 
Arena, of Kansas City, Mo., remonstrating inst the passage of 
the so-calied Loud bill, relating to second-class matter; 
which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


Mr. PEFFER. I present the petition of Rev. J. C. Post, of 
Mulvate, Kans.,in which he asks ay aha! to submit to the legis- 
latures of the several States an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States requiring the Supreme Court of the United 
States, when ruling any act of Congress as in violation of the Con- 
stitution, to immediately submit their decision to Congress in the 
same way that a Presidential veto is submitted, with their reasons 
for such adverse action. Whereupon Congress shall consider the 
reasons upon which such adverse decision is made, and, if, after 
such consideration, Con; shall by a majority vote reaffirm 
their action, notwithstanding said action of the Supreme Court, 
then said law shall become a part of said Constitution.” Imove 
that the petition be referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PEFFER presented the memorials of L. S. Roby, publisher 
of the Kansas Endeavorer, of Topeka, Kans.; of the publishers of 
the Farmers’ Vindicator, of Valley Falls, Kans., and of P. F. 
Yearont, publisher of Emporia Times, Emporia, Kans., remon- 
strating against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 

` second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the memorial of Foster Bros., pub- 
lishers of the Gladwin County Record, of Gladwin, Mich., and the 
memorial of Eugene Glass, publisher of the Dog Fancier, of Bat- 
tlecreek, Mich., remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the West Chester State Normal 
School and sundry citizens of West Chester, Pa., praying Con- 

ess to restore the former law of the District of Columbia against 

unday traffic; which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Fifth Conference of 
the Foreign Missions Boards and Societies in the United States and 
Canada, praying for ye: ratification of the arbitration treaty; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented the memorial of John Calderwood, publisher 


of the Courier, of Greenville, Ohio, and the memorial of C. W. 
Charles, publisher of the Ohio Chronicle, of Columbus, Ohio, re- 
monstrating against the passage of theso-called Loud bill, relating 
to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PLATT presented the petition of Charles W. Bogart, pres- 
ident of the Twenty-third Ward Bank and 100 other citizens of 
New York City, praying Congress to authorize the Secretary of 
War tocontract with Charles Stoughton and his associates for the 
entire work of the Harlem Kills Canal; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GALLINGER presented a memorial of the Boston Paper 
Trade Association, of Boston, Mass., remonstrating against the 
sare 5 of the so-called Loud bill in its present form, and praying 
that the matter of second-class mail be referred to a commission 
to investigate and report a bill to remedy whatever abuses may 
now exist; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented memorials of Josiah B. Dyer, for Sargent, 
Dyer & Co., publishers of the Stone Trade News, of Concord; of 
Lewis W. Brewster & Son, publishers of the Portsmouth Journal, 
of Portsmouth; of A. F. Rowell, publisher of the Lancaster 
Gazette, of Lancaster; of F. W. Bittinger, 1 of the Weekly 
News, of Woodsville; of E. W. Townsend, publisher of the Inde- 

ndent, of Salmon Falls; of W. A. Whiting, manager of the 

merson Paper Company, of Sunapee, all in the State of New 
Hampshire, remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loyd bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CALL. I present the petition cr er atamass meeting of 
citizens of Pensacola, Fla., of which J. J. Sullivan was president, 
and other named officers, including Mr. S. R. Mallory, former 
member of Con . The paper states that the Spanish Govern- 
ment in the conduct of the war against the people of Cuba have 
disregarded the laws of humanity and of divilized warfare in 
massacring the wounded and dying, and butchering noncombat- 
ants, and have devastated and laid waste the island. It further 
states that the principles of liberty, humanity, and justice are 
sacred to the American people, and they view with displeasure 
the conduct of the Government of Spain in denying to the Cubans 
the rights which are the inherent birthright of all freemen. The 
petition Pade the Congress of the United States to recognize the 
rights of the people of Cuba, who desire now to form a govern- 
ment, and extend the hand of fellowship to them. I move that 
the petition lie on the table. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. LODGE prerani a memorial of the Boston Paper Trade 
Association, of ton, Mass., remonstrating inst the passa; 
of the so-called Loud bill in its present form, and praying thatthe 
matter of second-class mail be referred to a commission to inves- 
tigate and report a bill to remedy whatever abuses may now exist; 
1 m was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 

oads. = - 

He also presented a petition of the Atlantic Coast Seamen's Union, 
praying that so much of Senate bill No. 2623 and House bill No. 
6399 as relates to corporal punishment be stricken out; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

He also presented a petition of 143 depositors of the failed Freed- 
man’s Savings Bank, praying Congress to appropriate sufficient 
money to reimburse them for their losses resulting from the fail- 
ure of that bank; which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

He also pene petitions of the Batchelder & Lincoln Com- 

any, of Boston, Mass.; of W. Frederick Kimball, of Boston, 
ass., and of Charles H. magana & Co., of Lynn, Mass.. prayi 
for the passage of the so-called Torrey bankruptcy bill; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. TURPIE 5 a memorial of the Municipal Engineer- 
ing Company of Indiana, remonstrating against the passage of the 
so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of H. T. Benninghof & Sons, 
H. Gumberts & Son, and Otto Durre & Co., of Evansville, Ind.; 
the memorial of sundry wholesale liquor dealers of Indianapolis, 
Ind., and the memorial of W. E. Broderick, second vice-president 
National Wholesale Liquor Dealers’ Association of America, of 
Baltimore, Md., remonstrating against the passage of House bill 
No. 8582, allowing the bottling of distilled spirits in bond; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the Pastoral Association of 
Evansville, Ind., praying for the enactment of legislation to pre- 
vent the nullification of State antigambling laws by extending to 
interstate gambling by telegraph the penalties provided for inter- 
state gambling by mail and express; to enact a law raising the age 
of consent to 18 years in the District of Columbia and the Territo- 
ries; to enact a Sabbath law for the national capital, and to sub- 
stitute voluntary industrial arbitration for railroad strikes, eto.; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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tition of the Board of Trade of Indianapo- 
lis, Ind., praying for the enactment of a reciprocity law extending 


He also presented a 


the trade not only in flour and products of grain, but also in other 
commodities; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of sundry clerks and other 
employees in different branches of the public service in the State 
of e praying for the passage of House bill No. 8320, pro- 
viding for the creation of a civil service retirement fund, etc.; 
which was referred to the Committee on Civil Service and Re- 
trenchment. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin presented a petition of the Board 
of Trade of La Crosse, Wis., praying for the appointment of a bank- 
ing and currency commission; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the Board of Trade of La Crosse, 
Wis., praying for the establishment of a department of commerce 
and manufactures; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Wisconsin National Guard 
Officers’ Association, praying for the enactment of legislation relat- 
ing to the reorganization of the National Guard and militia of the 
United States; which was referred to the Committee on Military 


He also presented the memorials of Oliver Bros., publishers of 
the Waupin Leader, of Waupin; of Charles A. Brood, publisher 
of the Momior Sentinel, of Momior; of Chautors & ord, pub- 
lishers of the Brodhead Independent and Wisconsin Citizen, of 
Brodhead; of A. F. Churchill, publisher of the Times, of River 
Falls; and of Sommers & Reynolds, publishers of the Weekly 
Madisonian, of Madison, all in the State of Wisconsin, remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to sec- 
ond-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. GORDON presented resolutions adopted at a meeting of the 
General Assembly Home Missions of the Presbyterian Church of 
the United States (Southern), held at Atlanta, Ga., relative to 
property holdings in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations; which 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BATE presented the memorials of Rosenblett & Dolby, pub- 
lishers of the Musicial Idea, of Greenville, Tenn.; of Henry H. 
Dukes, publisher of the Newport Times, of Newport, Tenn.; and 
of S. A. Cunningham, of Tennessee, remonstrating against the 
passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. GORMAN presented a memorial of the Merchants and Man- 
ufacturers’ Association of Baltimore, Md., remonstrating against 
the adoption of the resolutions relative to the independence of the 
Republic of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

e also presented a resolution adopted at a representative meet- 
ing of the Religious Society of Friends (Orthodox), held at Balti- 
more, Md., urging members of Congress to use their influence and 
votes in the interest of the maintenance of peaceable relations 
between the United States and other nations; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented memorials of W. M. Abbott & Son, publishers 
of the Evening Capital, of Annapolis, Md.; of Plummer & Plum- 
mer, publishers of the Free Press, of Greensboro, Md.: of Charles 
W. Ely, publisher of the Maryland Bulletin, of Frederick, Md.; 
of J. M. Litzinger, publisher of the Mountain Democrat, of Oak- 
land, Md.; of J. M. Street & Son, publishers of the Harford Demo- 
crat, of Maryland; of C. Scott Duvall, 1 of the Temper- 
ance Sentiment, of Gaithersburg, Md.; of S. E. Whitman, 
pourh of the State Democrat, of Easton, Md.; of Edward 

eisler, pubiisher of the Carroll News, of Union Bridge, Md.; of 
the Health Magazine Company, of Maryland; of Enoch B. Abell, 
p blisher of the St. Marys Enterprise, of Leonardtown, Md.; of 

. W. Lewis, publisher of the Banner of Liberty, of Libertytown, 
Md.; of J. B. Morrow, editor of the Ellicott City (Md.) Times; 
of the National Underwriter Company, of Baltimore, Md., and of 
Albert Weil, general manager of the Baltimore (Md.) Life Pub- 
lishing Company, remonstrating against the passage of the so- 
called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 2 


Mr. PLATT. From the Committee on the Judiciary I ask that 
that committee be discharged from the further consideration of 
the bill (H. R. 7907) for the protection of the people of the Indian 
Territory, extending the jurisdiction of the United States courts, 
providing for the laying out of towns, the leasing of coal and other 
mineral, timber, farming, and grazing lands, and for other pur- 
poses, and that the bill be referred, with the accompanying papers, 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Was a similar bill pending before the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs? 


Mr. PLATT. It is the Curtis bill that was referred, after pass- 
ing the other House, to the Judiciary Committee. The same bill 


was pending before the Committee on Indian Affairs, having been 
introduced in the Senate: and when we reach the order of bills I 


am going to introduce another bill this morning covering the same 
ground. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Committee on the Judiciary is to be 
discharged and the bill referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs? 

Mr. PLATT. Les. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Inthe absence of objection, it will be 
so ordered. 

Mr. CULLOM. Iam instructed by the Committee on Appro- 
priations, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9643) making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 
of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, and 
for other purposes, to report it with sundry amendments and 
submit a brief statement of facts as a report. I give notice that 
to-morrow morning, or as soon thereafter as I can get the oppor- 
tunity to call it up, I shall ask for the consideration of the bill. 

mnp VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 

Mr. MCMILLAN, from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating 
to the laying of electric subways in the District of Columbia, 
reported it without amendment. 

. CHANDLER. Ishould like to ask the Senator from Michi- 
gan, the chairman of the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
whether he proposes to bring up the joint resolution for action 
either to-day or some near day. f 

Mr. McMILLAN: Iwill answer the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire that the measure will go on the Calendar and can be called 
up by any Senator. Iam not particularly anxious that the joint 
resolution shall come up this moming: 

Mr. CHANDLER. Lask whether the joint resolution will arrest 
the present work on the streets of Washington. 

Mr. McMILLAN. It would, if passed. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It seems to me that either to-day or to- 
morrow some time ought to be fixed for the consideration of the 
joint resolution, if it is to have any effect whatever. The fact that 
it is reported by the committee indicates that they think the con- 
struction of the present ditches and the tearing up of pavements 
ought to be stopped by act of Congress. If the work is to be 
stopped, the joint resolution ought to be acted upon immediately. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be placed 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. PETTIGREW, from the Committee on Appropriations, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9707) making appropriations - 
for the support of the ary Academy for the year ending 
June 30, 1898, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. QUAY, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to whom was referred the bill (S. 3520) to provide for 
the erection of a custom-house in the city of New York, reported 
it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom the subject was 
referred, reported a bill (S. 3543) for a public building at the city 
of Altoona, Pa., and appropriating money therefor; which was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. WETMORE, from the Committee on the Library, to who: 
was referred the amendment submitted by Mr. Gipson on the 11 
instant, intended to be proposed to the sundry civil appropriation 
bill, reported favorably thereon, and moved that it be referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations; which was agreed to. - 

He also, from the same committee, reported an amendment in- 
tended to be proposed to the sundry civil appropriation bill, and 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on Appropriations; 
and printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HILL, from the Committee on the 3 to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3514) to regulate the term of office of postmas- 
ters, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 9752) to amend an act entitled An act to 
authorize the construction of a sieel bridge over the St. Louis 
River between the States of Wisconsin and Minnesota,” approved 
April 24, 1894, as amended by an act approved August 4, 1894, 
entitled “An act to amend an act to authorize the construction of 
a steel bridge over the St. Louis River between the States of Min- 
nesota and Wisconsin,” reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
amendment submitted by himself on the 11th instant intended to 
be proposed to the sundry civil appropriation bill, reported favor- 
ably thereon and moved that it be printed and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations with the accompanying report; 
which was agreed to. 
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Mr. PEFFER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 


referred the bill (S. 3339) granting a ion to Louise E. Perkins, 

it with an amen t, aaa submitted a report thereon. 

. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 

was referred the bill (S. 947) ting a pension to Margaret Stone, 

widow of Benoni Stone, asoldier of Florida Seminole Indian war, 

re it without amendment, and submitted a re thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 

bill (S. 3491) granting an increase of pension to Capt. John W. 

Dodd, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 2375) granting an increase of 
pension to John G. Powers, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3177) granting a pension to Oscar A. Palmer, Tabor, Iowa, 

rted it without amendment, and submitted a rt thereon. 

Mr. VILAS, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 1811) to extend the uses of the 
mail service, reported it with amendments, and submitted a 
report thereon. 

He also (for Mr. BRICE), from the Committee on Pensions, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 2993 A granting a pension to Rebecca 
Gilbert, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

He also (for Mr. BRICE), from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 3541) granting a pension to Jane B. John- 
ston, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

He also (for Mr. BRICE) from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 2994) granting a pension to William G. 
Alspach, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to whom was referred the bill (S. 8481) to provide for 
the purchase of asite and the erection of a public building thereon 
at Joplin, in the State of Missouri, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

He also, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad bridges across the 
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, in Kentucky, reported it with 
an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 8814) to authorize the construction by the Duluth and 
North Dakota Railroad Company of two bridges across the Red 
River of the North between the States of Minnesota and North 
Dakota, reported it without amendment. 


MONONGAHELA RIVER BRIDGE, 


Mr. VEST, front the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3426) to authorize the Union Railroad Com- 

ny to construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela 
: River, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. QUAY. A similar bill passed the other House last week 
and upon reaching the Senate at my suggestion was laid upon the 
table to await this report. I should be glad if the Senate will in- 
dulge me to put the House bill upon its passage, as I am to leave 
the city within a few days to be absent until the Ist of March. I 
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the House bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Pennsylvania asks 
unanimons consent for the present consideration of a bill, which 
will be read for information. 

Mr. QUAY. The House bill was laid on the table several days 


ago. 

The bill (H. R. 9733) to authorize the Union Railroad Company 
to construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River 
was read, and, by unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee 
of the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. QUAY. move that the bill (S. 3426) to authorize the 
Union Railroad Company to construct and maintain a bridge 
across the Monongahela River be indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PLATT introduced a bill (S. 8544) to secure to the citizen 
Indians in the Indian Territory the eis use of their tribal lands, 
and to extend the jurisdiction of the United States courts therein, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the ittee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3545) amendato: 
entitled An act to regulate commerce,” approved 


1887, and the several acts amendatory 


to an act 
‘ebruary 
which was 


twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Interstate 
Commerce. 

Mr. VILAS introduced a bill (S. 3546) granting a pension to 
Ellie Kee, widow of Thomas Kee, late private Company F of the 
Seventh Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHANDLER introduced a bill (S. 3548) to provide for a 
perinanent census; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Census. 

Mr. GORMAN introduced a bill (S. 3549) to authorize the Chesa- 
peake Beach Railway Company, of Maryland, to extend its line into 
and within the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CLARK introduced a bill (S. 5300) granting an increase of 
pension to J. F. Crawford; which was twice by its title, and, 
with the accompanying paper, referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3551) to authorize the entry and 
patenting of lands containing petroleum and other mineral oils 
under the 8 laws of the United States; which was 
3 Dec y its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY CONFERENCE. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I introduce a bill in behalf of the junior 
3 from Colorado [Mr. WoLcorr IJ, which I ask may be read 
at length. 

The bill (S. 3547) to provide for the representation of the United 
States by commissioners at any international monetary confer- 
ence hereafter to be called was read the first time by its title, and 
the second time at length, as follows: 


Be it ena 
United States 


nsation of said commissioners and for all reasonable opines 
erewith, to 1 55 9 by the Secretary of State, uding 


the proportion to be paid e United States of the joint expenses of any 


such conference, the sum of $100,000, or so much the: as may be necessary, 
is hereby appropriated. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. To what committee does the Senator 
t that the bill be referred? 


r.CHANDLER. The bill is in the exact language of the three 
revious acts of Congress providing for the resentation of the 
nited States at international conferences. It is also in accord- 
ance with the act of March 2, 1895, in using the words with free 
mintage at such ratio.” Those words were first added in the act 
of 1895. The bill presents but a single point, and is well under- 
stood by Senators, so that I ask unanimous consent that, without 
being referred to any committee, it may go over until to-morrow, 
when I shall endeavor to prin it up for consideration. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and the bill will be placed on the endar. 
Mr. HILL. The bill will be printed and laid on our desks? 
Mr. CHANDLER. It will be printed, of course; and I ask to 
have printed as a part of my remarks this morning copies of the 
four previous acts of Congress. 
Re A T. Without objection, it will be so 
ordered. 
The acts referred to are as follows: 


[Bland-Allison Act, February 28. 1878, Statutes at Large, volume 20, page 25.] 
Sec. 2. That immediately after the passage of this act the President shall 
invite the ernments of the countries 3 the Latin Union, so called. 
and of such other 3 nations as he may deem advisable, to join the 
United States in a conference to adopt a common ratio between gold and 
silver, for the purpose of establishing i eran emo use of tallic 
money, and securing fixity of relative value between metals; such con- 
ference to be held at such place in Europe or in the United States at such 
time within six months as may be mutually agreed upon by the executives 
of the governments joining in the same, whenever 1 so in- 
23 or any three of them, shall 3 their ingness to unite in 
e 


same. 

The President shall, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
appoint three commissioners, who shall attend such conference on behalf oi 

è United States, and shall report the doings thereof to the President, who 
shall transmit the same to 

Said commissioners shall each receive the sum of 5 and their reason- 
able gxpenses, to be approved by the Secretary of State; and the amoun 
necessary to pay such compensation and expenses is hereby appropriated ou 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


[Sundry civil act, March 3, 1881, Statutes at Large, volume 21, page 455.] 

For commissioners, not exceeding three in number, to be appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United 
States, to represent the United States at a conference to be called to adopt a 
common ratio between gold and silver, for the purpose of establishing in 
nationally the use of bimetallic money and securing fixity of relative value 
between metals, the sum of $5,000 each, and for a secretary to said com- 
missioners the sum of $3,000. and their reasonable expenses, to be approved 
by the Secretary of State; the amount necessary to pay such com: 
VVV any money in the 

otherwise aj 5 
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[Sundry civil act, August 7. 1882, eae ype roon PA yeee 
ofa 


Secretary of State. 
[Sundry civil act March 2, 1895, Statutes at Large, volume 28, page 962.) 
That whenever the President of the United States shall determine that the 
United States should be represented at any international conference called 
with a view to secure internationally a fixity of relative value between gold 
and silver, as money, by means of a common ratio between those metals, with 
free mintage at such ratio, the United States shall be represented at such 
conference by nine delegates, to be selected as follows: The President of the 
United States shall select threeof said de the Senate shall select three 
members of the Senate as delegates, and the Speaker of the gren House of 
Representatives shall select three members of the House of Representatives 
of the Fifty-fourth Congress as 8 If at any time there shall be any 
vacancy, such vacancy shall be filled by the President of the United States. 
And for the compensation of said delegates, together with all reasonable 
therewith, to be approved by the Secretary of State, 
the United States of the joint expenses 
or so much thereof as may be neces- 


tutiading tne proportion.so be pal 
8 hee sum of $100, 
sary, is hereby appropriated. 
AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 
Mr. LODGE submitted two amendments intended to be pro- 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which were 
3 to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
rinted. 
5 He also submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the agricultural appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

‘Mr. PERKINS submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on Fisheries, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAKER submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 

by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PETTIGREW submitted an amendment intended to be 

proposed by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was 

referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 


nted. 
ue. NELSON submitted an amendment intended to be e 
by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BURROWS submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

THE COTTON PLANT BULLETIN. 

Mr. TILLMAN submitted the following concurrent resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Prin ting: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House x Representatives 8 That there 
be printed 20,000 extra copies of Bulletin No. 33 of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, entitled The Cotton Plant: Its History, Bo . Chemis- 
try, Cul En and Uses, of which number 80000 copies be for 


` ture, 
the use of the Senate, 12,000 es for the use of the House of Representa- 
tives, and 2,000 copies for dis ution by the Secretary of Agriculture. 


GRAIN RATES AT MISSOURI RIVER POINTS. 
Mr. PETTIGREW submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Interstate Commerce Commission is hereby directed to 
send to the Senate a copy of the evidence taken by them in the investigation 
of grain rates at Missouri River points. 


DIVISIONAL LINE BETWEEN. VENEZUELA AND BRITISH GUIANA. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I offer a resolution and ask unanimous 

consent that it may be considered at this time. z 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


€ ther with a copy of thi ty 
e Tila a a e S E eee 
Venezuela for consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the resolution? 

Mr. GRAY. I move that that resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Task to have the resolution printed and 
lie upon the table until to-morrow. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered, in the absence 
of objection? 


MISSOURI AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE GRANT. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I ask that the Committee on Public Lands 
be disc ed from the further consideration of the bill (S. 68) 
for the final adjustment of the agricultural college grant to the 
State of Missouri, and the bill (S. 3382) for the adjustment and 
correction of a selection of land by the State of Missouri under 
the act of Congress of July 2, 1862, donating to the States lands 
for the benefit of colleges of agriculture and ic arts, and 


or 
of 


that they be 5 postponed, as the grant has already been 


satisfactorily adjusted by the Secretary of the Interior. 

The VICE-PRESID . The bills referred to by the Senator 
from Missouri will be indefinitely postponed, in the absence of 
objection. 

BRIDGES ACROSS THE CUMBERLAND AND TENNESSEE RIVERS. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. L ask unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider at this time the bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad 
bridges across the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers in Kentucky, 
It is a bill which has just been reported favorably by the Senate 
Committee on Commerce. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Commerce with an amendment, in section 
1, line 14, after the word Kentucky,“ to insert the location of 
said bridges;” so as to read the location of said bridges to be 
selected by said railroad, or its successors or assigns, between said 
described points on said rivers.” 

The amendment was to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

THE TWELFTH CENSUS. 

Mr. CHANDLER. There has been an informal hearing on the 
subject of the Twelfth Census before the Senate Committee on the 
Census and various members of the Senate and House Commit- 
tees on Appropriations. I submit the minutes of that hearing, 
and ask that the usual number of copies may be printed as a doc- 
ument for the use of Con: 2 

aik VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, itis so 
0 8 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

Am from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CHAPELL, 
one on erks, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
in 8: 

4A bill (S. 637) granting a pension to George M. Brooks; 

A bill (S. 937) ting an increase of pension to Sarah W. 
Comly, widow of Maj. Clifton Comly; 

A bill (S. 1820) to confirm the title to certain lands in William 
3 and Harrison Moore, and to require the issue of patents 

refor; 

A bill (S. 2008) granting a pension to Fanny Moale Gibbon; 

A bill (S. 3182) granting a pension to Susan E. Cunningham; 


and 

A bill (S. 3375) authorizing the construction of a bridge across 
the Columbia River, in the State of Washington. 

The message also announced that the Honse had passed with 
amendments the following bills in which it requested the con- 
currence of the Senate: 

A bill (S. 1690) granting a pension to Richard Brookins; and 

A bill (S. 2129) granting an increase of pension to Annie E. 


Nolan. 

The m further announced that the House had passed the 
stone ills; in which it requested the concurrence of the 

mate: 

A bill (H. R. 537) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
mili record of Bernhard Steuber; 


A bill (H. R. 1168) to increase the pension of Josiah P. Hill, late 
of Company F, Eighty-first Regiment of Illinois Volunteers in the 
war of the rebellion; . 

A bill (H. R. 1221) to make oleomargarine and all other imita- 
tion dairy products subject to the laws of the State or Territory 
into which they are transported; 

A bill (H. R. 1311) granting an increase of pension to Charles 
. ill CHL k. 1958) for the relief of the administrat f Georg 

ill (H. R. or the of the inistrator o 0 
Wen R 1474) ting ion to John J. Copl 
R. 14 n a on 0 Copley; 
333 ͤ V 
i R. 14 rec e re’ of War to tan 
honorable discharge to William M. Dalzell; 

A bill (H. R. 1515) for the relief of Hugh McLaughlin; 

A bill (H. R. 1524) to execute the findings of the Court of Claims 
in the matter of William B. Isaacs & Co.; 

A bill (H. R. 2364) for the relief of Joseph H. Johnson; 

A bill (H. R. 2620) granting a pension to Lauretta L. Prince; 

A bill (H. R. 3294) for the relief of officers and crews of the 
United States gunboats Kineo and Chocura; 


R. 4310) for the relief of Mathias Pedersen; 
. 4941) to pension Hester A. Bostwick; 


A bill 
A bill 
A bill R 

A R. 4943) to remove the charge of desertion standing 


ill (H. 
ill (H. 
bill (H. 
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es the name of Patrick Dougherty, Company A, Thirteenth 
ew York Volunteer Infantry; 

A bill (H. R. 5061) to pension Ira Powers, of Henderson 
Coanty, Tenn.; 

A bill (H. R. 5597) for the relief of Charles Deal; 

A bill (H. R. 6233) granting increase of pension to John J. 
Boatwright; : : 

A bill S R. 6528) to increase the pension of Clara L. Nichols, 
widow of Byt. Maj. Gen. W. A. Nichols; . 

A bill (H. R. 6561) to increase the pension of Martha C. Carter, 
widow of Rear-Admiral S. P. Carter; 

A bill (H. R. 7817) to increase the pension of Leroy M. Bethea; 

A bill (H. R. 8683) granting a pension to Frederick Lierman; 

A bill (H. R. 9306) granting a pension to Amanda Woodcock; 


and 
A bill (H. R. 9666) to correct and amend the military record of 
John Long, late private Company H, Thirty-first Regiment Mis- 
souri Volunteers. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint resolution; and they 
were thereupon signed by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 347) to remove the cnargo oi desertion and grant an 
honorable Bering to Helmuth F. kel; 

A bill (S. 1075) for the relief of the heirs of D. J. Fulford; 

A bill (S. 1448) to withdraw from the Supreme Court jurisdic- 
tion of criminal cases not capital and confer the same on the cir- 
cuit courts of appeals; 

A bill (S. 2176) granting a pension to Thomas Pollock; 

A bill (S. 8050) to validate the appointments, acts, and services 
of certain deputy United States marshals in the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes; 

A bill (S. 3210) granting a pension to Anna P. Johnson; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. 133) authorizing Surg. P. M. Rixey, of 
the Navy, to accept from the King of S the grand cross of 
naval merit with the white distinction mark, in reco 
ices rendered to the officer and sailors of the Santa 
injured by an explosion on that ship. 


USE OF THE LIBRARY BUILDING, 


Mr. MORRILL. I ask that the resolution ted by me from 
the Committee on Additional Accommodations for the Library on 
the 18th instant ug es now taken up for consideration. 

Mr. QUAY. On Thursday last I gave notice that at the conclu- 
sion of the routine morning business to-day I should call up the 
Army appropriation bill; butif the proposition for which the Sen- 
ator from Vermont asks consideration is not going to occupy time, 


I will give way. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Sayed from Vermont to take up the resolution referred to by 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate resumed the consid- 
eration of the concurrent resolution reported from the Committee 
on Additional Accommodations for the Library of Congress Jan- 
uary 13, 1897, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the 
building providing additional accommodations for the Library of Congress 
wen not used or occupied, nor ur Pond thereof, for any purpose other 

that legitimately connected wi e aforesaid Library of Congress. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I have a statement from the 
Librarian of Congress showing how much of the space in the 
Library building will be eg See for present use. I have sub- 
mitted the statement to my friend from Maine [Mr. HALE], who 
has examined it, and I believe he has no further objection to the 
passage of the resolution. 

Mr. HALE. I objected the other day to the consideration of 
the resolution reported by the Senator from Vermont, believing 
then that there was available space in the new Library building 
which might properly be utilized by other branches of the public 
service. I have since then read a carefully prepared memorandum 
made by the Librarian, in which the whole subject of the uses of 
the different rooms in the building is gone into, and I can see 
from that memorandum (having a great deal of confidence in the 
Librarian about such matters) that the mere uses of the Lib 
itself will pretty much or quite engross all the space in the build- 
ing. For this reason I withdraw my objection, and shall not 
further ewe the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask that the statement of the Librarian, 
which I have presented, may be printed as a special document. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will 
be so ordered. The amendment reported by the Committee on 
eee ag’ Accommodations for the Library to the resolution will 

stated. 

The SECRETARY. At the end of the resolution it is proposed to 
add “ as authorized by law.” 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. HILL. Whatis the form of the resolution? 


ition of serv- 
‘aria who were 


The VICE-PRESIDENT, It is a concurrent resolution. Does 
the Senator desire the resolution to be again read? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Has the resolution ever been read? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution has been read. 

Mr. HILL, Is it expected that the resolution shall go to the 
President? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks not, as it is a con- 
current resolution. 

Mr. HILL (to Mr. 5 Is this a matter under the ex- 
clusive jurisdiction of Congress 

Mr. COCKRELL. Yes, as it relates to the Congressional Li- 


rary. 

Mr. HILL. Then I have no objection to the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution as amended. 

The resolution as amended was agreed to. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had 
on the 13th instant approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 264) providing for the location and pur of pub- 


lic lands for reservoir sites; 
el act (S. 1276) granting an increase of pension to John L. 
n; 

An act (S. 1723) to approve and ratify the construction of a 
bridge over and across Caddo Lake, at Mooringsport, La., by the 
Kansas 177 5 Shreveport and Gulf Railway Com j 

An act (S. 1724) authorizing the Kansas City, Watkins and Gulf 
Railway Company to construct and maintain a bridge across the 
Black River in Louisiana; an 

An act (S. 1883) to grant a pension to Charlotte O. Van Cleve, 
widow of Gen. Horatio P. Van Cleve. 

The message also announced that the President of the United 
States had on the 14th instant approved and signed the act (S. 
8245) granting a pension to Elvira Bachelder. 

The message further announced that the President of the United 
States had on the 16th instant approved and signed the following 


acts: > 
An act (S. 2711) granting a pension to Ira Harris; 
An act 5 1631) granting a pension to Emeline Filgate; and 
An act (S. 1881) granting a pension to Lydia Chapman. 
BILL BECOME A LAW. 


The message also announced that the bill (S. 724) granting an 
increase of pension to Helen M. Mallery having been presented to 
the President on the 5th instant and not having been returned by 
him to the House of Congress in which it originated within the 
ten days prescribed by the Constitution, it has o a law with» 
out his approval. 

- INAUGURAL CEREMONIES, 


Mr. BACON. Iask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of House joint resolution 214, which was reported by me 
from the Committee on the District of Columbia, authorizing the 
Secretary of War to grant permits to the executive committee on 
inaugural ceremonies for use of reservations or public spaces in 
the city of Washington on the occasion of the inauguration of the 
President-elect on March 4, 1897. This is a matter which has 
been twice brought before the Senate by me by direction of the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. I was instructed to ask 
for its immediate consideration, and each time it has been laid 
over at the request of some Senator, so that he might have further 
time to look into it. It was first laid over in order that it might 
be printed, and the second time the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
HALE] said he was not then ready for consideration and asked for 
a postponement. It is perfectly apparent that it is a matter which 
ought to be pt ag of at a very y date, in order that the com- 
mittee may, after due 


permission from the Secre of War, 
know to what extent they may be allowed to proceed in making 
the nece preparation for the inaugural ceremonies, 


Mr. HALE. e joint resolution will give rise to some discus- 
sion when it comes up, and I know the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Quay] is desirous of getting the Army appropriation 
bill through the Senate to-day. Therefore I hope the Senator from 
Georgia will let the matter le over fora day or two, and after the 
appropriation bills are out of the way I shall not further object 
to its consideration. 

Mr. BACON. I am perfectly content, Mr. President, that the 
joint resolution shall go over for a limited time, but I think it 
important, in view of the public interests, that some definite time 
mone be fixed for the consideration and determination of this 
matter. 

Mr. HALE. Ithink the Senator is right about that. It ought 
to be settled within a few days whether the joint resolution is or is 
not to pass. After a while, ra few appropriation bills have been 
passed, there will be an opportunity of bringing up the joint reso- 

ution, I shall not then Farther oppose the consideration of the 


1897. 
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joint resolution. I do not say that I am for the measure, but I 
shall not object to its coming up. 

Mr. BACON, I understand. 

PACIFIC RAILROADS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no further concurrent or 
other resolutions R ; 

Mr. QUAY. I move, in accordance with the notice heretofore 
given, that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the Army 
appropriation bill. Bad $ 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will recognize the Senator 
from Pennsylvania after the morning business shall have been 
concluded. 

The Chair lays before the Senate a resolution submitted by the 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGan], coming over from a previ- 
ous day, which will be read. F 

The Becretary read the resolution submitted by Mr. MORGAN on 
the 14th instant, as follows: 

it is alleged that certain bonds issued by the United States in aid 
of entre Paelfe Railroad 5 Company. and also ot the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company have fallen due and remain unpaid, and that by reason of the 
default in the payment thereof the property held and owned by each of said 
companies at that time became the property of the United States, and that 
said property of every description so held and owned by said companies at 
the time of such default now rightfully belongs to the United States: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary is directed to examine into 
and report whether such allegation is true in fact and in law, and that they 
report the nature and character of the right and title of the United States in 
and to said property, and the descriptions of or c of property that have 
so inured to the United States under the law, and whether either of said rail- 
road companies hasany lawful right or equity of redemption of said property. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator from Alabama who offered the reso- 
lution is out of the Chamber at present, and I suggest that it 
remain over for a few moments until he returns. I inquire 
whether the resolution should not properly go to the Committee 
on Pacific Railroads? í 3 . 

Mr. STEWART. I suggest that the resolution lie over until 
to-morrow morning and keep its place. 5 ' 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, that 
course will be pursued. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. QUAY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the army appropriation bill. ‘ 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of 
the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 9638) making 
appropriations for the 9 5 of the Army for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1898, which had been reported from the Committee 


on Appropriations with amendments. 
Mr. QUAY. I move that the first formal reading of the bill be 
dispensed with, and that the amendments reported by the Com- 


mittee on Appropriations be acted upon as they are reached in the 
reading of the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, that 
course will be pursued. The bill will be read. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill, and read to the end of 
the clause on page 6, ending in line 9, as follows: 

For additional to such officers for length of service, to be paid with 
their current cepa BR pay, $6,900. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I desire to offer an amendment to that clause, 
recommended to me by the War Department, to correct an injus- 
tice resulting from the general terms of the act of October 1, 1890. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Bacon in the chair). The 
Chair will suggest to the Senator that his amendment will come 
in after the committee amendments have been acted upon. 

Mr. QUAY. That order may be dispensed with so far as the 
committee is concerned and the amendment received. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will entertain the 
amendment of the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Isend the amendment to the desk, to come in 
after line 9, on 6. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In line 9, on page 6, after the word “ dol- 
lars,” it is proposed to insert: 

And the promotions authorized by law when a vacancy occurs in the office 
of the Chie Si Officer may be made in građes below that of colonel, upon 
the approval of this act. 

Mr. QUAY. I will accept that amendment, Mr. President. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Secretary resumed the reading of the bill. The first 
amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was, on page 18 
line 7, after the word same,“ to insert and including also all 
expenditures for construction and repairs required at the Army 
e Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark.;“ so as to make the clause 
read: 

Construction and repair of h tals: For construction and repairs of hos- 
itals at mili ts already blished and occupied, including the extra- 
calana or ee e e Sequined at e and ‘Naty 

Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., except quarters for the officers, $75,000. ak 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, on 
diseases, to strike out except a 
of;” so as to read: 


page 19, line 16, after the word 
and insert and the supply 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 
Medical and hospital . For the purchase of medical and hospital 


8 
supply depots, ey oe employees, medical care and treatment of officers 
and è men of 


Army pt bs tne from contagious or epidemic diseases, and the supply of the 


Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Roe Ark.; eee and other mis- 
cellaneous opaa of the Medical Department, the amount to be expended 
for pay of civ employees not to ex 000, $135,000. e 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 23, line 15, to increase the 
appropriation for the expenses of the Signal Service of the Army 
from $15,000 to $18,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was continued to the end of line 19, on 


e 23. : 

Mr. COCKRELL. Lask the Senator from Pennsylvania to per- 
mit me to offer an amendment at this point. In line 16, page 23, 
after the word“ may,” I move to insert in the discretion of the 
sass of War,” so that the Secretary will have control of the 
matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 
The Secretary. After the word “may,” in line 16, page 23, it 
is pro to insert ‘‘in the discretion of the Secretary of War;” 
so as to make the proviso read: ‘ 

Provided, Tont department commanders may, in the discretion of the 
Secretary of War, detail two enlisted men from each SOAT PO in their 
respective departments, under such arrangements as they may deem best, to 
report to the chief signal officer of the Department for instruction and duty. 
n The amendment is unobjectionable. Let it be 

opted. 

e amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed and concluded. 

Mr. QUAY. If the Secretary will return to page 8, there should 
be an amendment in lines 21 and 22, by striking out the words 
when traveling on duty without troops,” which occurs in a quo- 
tation from lines 9 and 10 of the same page, where that lan: 
is omitted. I move to strike out the words I have indicated. 

The SECRETARY. In line 21, 8, it is proposed to strike out 
the words ‘‘ when traveling on duty without troops;” so as to make 
the clause read: $ 

All the money he a 
mileage to e 
tor by the Pay Department as pay of the Army, and for that purpose shall 
constitute one fund. 

Mr. QUAY. That leaves the langnage as it is in line 9. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to 
be read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions: 

A bill (H. R. 1168) to increase the pension of Josiah P. Hill, late 
of Company F, aney rak Regiment of Ilinois Volunteers, in 
the war of the rebellion; 

A bill (H. R. 1811) granting an increase of pension to Charles 
W. Sentman; 

A bill (H. R. 1474) granting a pension to John J. Copley; 

A bill (H. R. 4000 granting a pension to Lauretta L. Prince; 

A bill (H. R. 4099) to increase the pension of Mary S. Higgins; 

A bill (H. R. 50613 to pension Hester A. Bostwick; 
$ A bill (H. R. 5061) to pension Ira Powers, of Henderson County, 

enn.; 
ta 99 5 (H. R. 6233) granting increase of pension to John J. Boat - 
gnt; 
A bill (H. R. 6528) to increase the pension of Clara L. Nichols, 
widow of Byt. Kw, Gen. W. A, Nichols; 

A bill Mes R. 6561) to increase the pension of Martha C. Carter, 
widow of Rear-Admiral S. P. Carter; 

A bill (H. R. 7317) to increase the pension of Leroy M. Bethea; 

F bill (H. R. 8683) granting a pension to Frederick Lierman; 
an 

A bill (H. R. 9806) granting a pension to Amanda Woodcock. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. 537) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
military record of Bernhard Stueber; 

A bill (H. R. 1498) directing the Secretary of War to grant an 
honorable discharge to William M. Dalzell; 

A bill (H. R. 1515) for the relief of Hugh McLaughlin; 


A bill (H. R. 2364) for the relief of Joseph H. Johnson; 

A bill (H. R. 3866) for the relief of George W. Goodman; 

A bill a R. 4943) to remove the charge of desertion 5 
inst the name of Patrick Dougherty, Company A, Thirteent 
ew York Volunteer Infantry; and 
A bill (H. R. 9666) to correct and amend the military record of 

John Long, late private Company H, Thirty-first Regiment Mis- 

souri Volunteers. > 
The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 

referred to the Committee on Claims: 


Co, 
A bill (H. R. 3294) for the relief of the officers and crews of the 
United States gunboats Kineo and Chocura; 
A bill K. R. 4310) for the relief of Mathias Pedersen; and 
A bill (H. R. 5597) for the relief of Charles Deal. 


REGULATIONS CONCERNING OLEOMARGARINE, ETC. 


The bill (H. R. 1221) to make oleomargarine and all other imi- 
tation dairy products subject to the laws of the State or Territory 
into which they are transported was read twice by its title. 

Mr. GEAR. I move that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Interstate Commerce. 

Mr. COCKRELL. My impression is that similar bills have 
always gone to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. I do not know whether or not they have gone to 
that committee, but certainly the Committee on Interstate Com- 
merce is the proper committee to consider a bill of the magnitude 
and character of the one now before the Senate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Which committee considered the bill in the 
other House? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. GEAR. It was considered in the other House by the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

Mr. HILL. Let it go to the Committee on Agriculture and 


oor here. 

Mr. BATE, Similar bills have heretofore gone to the Commit- 
tee on iculture of this body, I will say to the Senator from 
Iowa. They generally go to that committee. 

Mr. HILL. Is it not proper to refer the bill to the Committee 
on Agriculture? I think itis. I am inclined to believe that its 
reference to that committee will facilitate the wre of the bill, 
and if the Senator from Iowa is a friend of the bill, and I assume 
that he is, in making that motion 

Mr. GEAR. Iwill state, in reply tothe Senator from New York, 
that Iam on both committees. makes no great difference to 
which committee the bill goes. 1 favor the bill, but I think the 
Committee on Interstate Commerce is the proper committee to 
which to refer it. 

Mr. HILL. I suggest a modification, that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. Does the Senator 
from Iowa accept the suggestion? 

Mr. GEAR. No. I think it should be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Interstate Commerce, where, personally, I would prefer that 
it should go. 

Mr. BATE, Such bills, permit me to say, have heretofore gone 
to the Committee on Agriculture, and we had a similar measure 
before us last session by the action of the Senate. 

Mr. GEAR. Let the Senate decide the matter. I am not par- 
ticular about the reference of the bill. 

Mr. BATE, Tue Senator and I are both members of the Com- 


mittee on Agriculture and Forestry. 
Mr. HILL. I move to amend the motion of the Senator from 
Iowa by i the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry.” 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ir will state to the Sen- 


ator from New York that it isnot an amendable motion, except 
by way of instruction. 

Mr. HILL. Then I withdraw the amendment. I trust the 
motion of the Senator from Iowa will be voted down, and that 
the bill will be referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

Mr. COCKRELL, I hope that the bill may be laid over until 
the matter comes up regularly in the morning, when the Senate 
will be full. 

Mr. GEAR. I agree to that 3 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. e bill will go over. 


SOLDIERS’ HOME AT HOT SPRINGS, S. DAK. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (S. 2791) for the establishment, control, 
ration, and maintenance of the Northern Branch of the National 
ome for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers at Hot Springs, in the State 
of South Dakota. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from South Dakota 
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asks the unanimous consent of the Senate for the present consid- 
eration of the bill which he has indicated. Is there objection? _ 
Mr. BATE. Has the bill been before a committee; and if so, 
what committee? 
Mr. PETTIGREW. It was reported from the Committee on 
Mili Affairs. There is a written report accompanying the bill. 
Mr. BATE. In favor of the bill? 


Pan's PETTIGREW. Yes, sir; a unanimous report, I under- 


Mr. BATE. I know that we had the bill up in that committee, 


but I did not know what the final action was. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be read. 
The Secretary read the bill. 
Mr. BRO I object to the consideration of the bill. I do 


not think a bill of its importance ought to be passed without the 


most careful consideration. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I call for the reading of the report, and I 
should be glad to have the Senator from Utah listen to its reading. 
The PRESIDIN GOFFICER. The report will be read, if there 
be no objection. 


The Secretary read the report, submitted by Mr. SewELL May 
29, 1896, as follows: 


The Committee on Military Affairs. to whom was referred the bill (S. 2791 
for the establishment, control, and maintenance of the Northern Branch oi 
the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers at Hot Springs,in the 
State ar. South Dakota, ha had the same under Panic: nb ning report it 


endation tit do 
As is rovides for the erection of a 


th a recomm: pass. 
expressed in its title, this measure 
branch of the National Home for Disabled 


and 
health-giving prope: in re 
so exact that man, with all the skill that scientific knowl 
strive in vain to improve upon, and at last can only imitate. It is product 
of centuries of processes—a of the scheme of nature, which, in pre- 
ng the earth for man’s habitation, made provision also to combat ills 
which man has fallen heir. 

As a site for the pro Home the citizens of Hot Springs agree to donate 
ground sufficient for all the needs of the Home, and to give a deed of perpet- 
ual lease of one or more of the medicinal hot springs which there abound. 
Under the provisionsof the bill both the Home site and the spring or springs 
are to be selected the Board of Managers of the National Home for Dis- 

a r agreeing to abide by 
the choice of that organization. It is also provided that the of Man- 
agers are to have exclusive jurisdiction over the property. 

In presenting a favorable report upon the measure your committee bases 
its conclusions upon these a 

1. That another branch Home is needed in fulfillment of the intentions of 
the Government toward its veterans, exi-ting Homes being cro Ww 
the demand for accommodations is im 3 ; 

2. That the location of a branch Home at Hot Springs, S. Dak., will accom- 
modate the veterans of a region for which existing accessible Branch Homes 


possess inadequate facilities. 

3. That the medicinal water at Hot Springs, S. Dak., is a curative agent for 
ailments most common among eens aly cele having demonstrated 
this to the satisfaction of the officials who have watched the effect in a stated 
number of cases there su to experimental treatment. 

The bill which is made the subject of this i t was referred by your 
committee to the War Department and by the War Department to Gen. W. 
B. Franklin, president of the Board of rs of the National Home for 

In War Department ref 


Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. In response to the ‘erence, 
General Franklin 


reports as follows: 
HARTFORD, CONN., April 27, 1896. 
Sin: l return herewith Senate bill No. 2791, for the erection and mainte- 
ern Branch of the Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 


nance of the North 

at Hot Springs, S. Dak. 
There is no question in 2 ker s that another branch of the National 
Volunteer Soldiers should be established in the territory 
between the Mississippi and the summit of the Mountains, that one 
— being constantly overcrowded and unable to meet the 

uiremen: 

The location at Hot Springs is an eligible ove. and with the a riation 
a hi tal could be which would relieve the hospitals of the other 
Branches at once, and form the nucleus of a larger branch, should one be 


uired. 
1 bill No. 2791 is herewith respectfully returned. . 
Respectfully, yours, 


W. B. 
President Board T Ma 
or 


Hon. DANIEL S. LAMONT, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 
On the 4th of April last, the chairman of the Senate Committee on Indian 
Mr. PETTIGREW) a letter to General Franklin on the sub- 
ject of bill under consideration, and to that letter General Franklin re- 
plied in the following terms: 
HARTFORD, CONN., April 7, 1896. 

My DEAR Sin: I have received your letter of the 4th instant, on the branch 
of the National Home contemplated at Hot Springs, 8. Dak. 

A similar bill, H. R. 784. Fifty-fourth Congress, had been referred to me 
some time ago by the Secretary of War, from one of the Congressional mili- 
tary committees, The following isa copy of my indorsement on the bill,and 
I ought to say that my opinion was given as 4 member of the Board of Man- 
agers merely, and is not necessarily the opinion of the Board: 

“ HARTFORD, CONN., February II. 1896. 

„Sin: I respectfully 9 receipt of H. R. bill 784, Fifty-· fourth Con- 

first session, for the establishment, etc., of a hospital as u um 
of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. at Hot Springs, 
in the State of South Dakota, referred to me for remark. 

“I am of opinion that it is desirable that another branch of the National 
Home be established in one of the States west of the Mississippi River to 
supplement that at Leavenworth, established in 1884, but now overcrowded, 
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ection to the site proposed. 


and I know of no o It 
d be an advantage, but I am unable to 


the hot gs wo 
of that — . — 
“I think the 
but by 


may be that the use of 
53 


il would be shire abe he ny the name * hosp: 
it pS ranch of the National Home for Dianea 
Vo! 5 ‘Soldiers at Hot Springs, as the name of the institution. 
“ ropriation is not large enough. One hundred and fifty thousand 
e smallest that has been appropriated, in my experience, for the 
construction. of a branch home. 
3 condition as to donation of land and spri to the institution seems 
The second section of the bill does not, I think, need change. The 
A SEAL 


bill is is ‘herewith returned. 
tfully, yours, 
President Board of 5 ‘ational Hi 
“for led Volunteer Soldiers. 
“Hon. DANTEL S. LAMONT, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. Q 

I think it will be well to have ba name left blank, or to simply call it the 
Northern Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, and I also 
think the 5 so be Peni L PEETS should be 3 000 for the construction 

Hon. R. F. PETTIGREW 


ol the branch in 
Res) B. FRANKLIN. 
a rs National Home 
f Managers National, ‘olunteer Soldiers. 
Chairman Committee on Indian Affair: 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


We have in these two communications a full indorsement of the bill for the 
erection of a branch home at. Hot Springs by the president of the Board of 
M. of the National Home. ee e of the location of the Le pon 
branch bores, and testifies to the for another institution of that 
character for the relief of overorowded omes. General refers 
1 to the o porama here presented for the erection of a branch 

me witha view tofuture enlargement, should the exigencies of the service 
demand increased facilities It appears, from the information o ed b 
your committee, that existing Homes are not susceptible of enlargement 
upon the basis of pla pe ns adopted and put in force. 

Gen. W. W. A tant -general of the National Home for 
Disabled 9 — Soldiers, in a eom to Senator PETTIGREW, of South 


Dakota, under date of Fe 
“It may be well e all the 383 of the Home this side of 


the Rocky Mountains are crowded, and they can not bee tor a greater 
3 without a troublesome and expensive extension of their 9 
— heating, laundry, ete., which are now strained to 


ay yo 
. ‘youn ar e President Board o 


eral 8 eee had these conditions in view when he said, in 
e Secretary of War, ‘April 2 1806: 
3 at Hot Payee, eh isan val re one, and with the ie 5 riation 
a hospital could be erected ich 9 7 gang the Tom tals Ə other 
5 at once, and form the nucleus of a larger branch, should one be 
‘he demand upon the facilities of these homes of refuge is a growing one, 
and will increase rapidly fora numberof years. The defenders of the nation 
* reached an when many of them must succumb to ph; Pes ern 
disease, and whose years are attended soo rreman 
erty must place themselves under t pour of the parce impor: 
pover therefore, of a branch home that can be readily — . 
itself to augmented numbers is ap mt. 
Regarding the curative pr of the waters of et yor 
Springs your committee desires to speak at length. Thee 
— of the ee long before the white man found his way into the. jeak 
realm of t Hills coun er at re considered by the 
a panacea for all diseases. Their metrated the con- 
fines of civilization long before the ad wave ae te settlement had 
swept back the line of op; gry and driven the Indians from their last ral- 
lying point. As soon as Saxon had possessed himself of this long- 
contested 1 1 me ae rae to 1 5 applied to the medicinal 
sprin were made available © public, their 
tained. and thelr curative qualities proclaimed. An extensive hotel was 
erec baths constructed. and conveniences for the sick ed. In 
ota located and erected a Soldiers’ Home at Hot 
institution, filed with veterans of the late war 
in South Dakota. The watersof the ee ve been thoroughly 
tested, and in every instance have been founde 
Official evidence of facts in connection with the springs comes 
to your committee in the form of a report from Assistant Inspector-General 


Averell, who says: 
Batu, N. Y., February 7, 1894. 
DEAR SIR: I have been R te Foe se eee ge 
the advisability of and . ry sanitarium at H 
Springs, S. Your committee, I e was reports of three 2 — 
to the State Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers at that place made in 1891. 
analities of the wate contain ese knowledge of the climate and of the healing 
ties of waters of the katah o or Hot Springs. 

from the ne State Home durin 

3 disabilities which had entitled 


uent! 
year, 1893, u 
and sent from the Western Branch of the National ome, have 
belief in the efficacy of the waters of the Hot Springs for rheu- 
matism, sciatica, spinal irritation, and nervous prostration. 

The test, which is fully deseribed in my report, was severe, but too brief. 
It was upon about 30 men, 18 of whom were treated for rheumatism. In the 

days" test, 8 of them. or 44 per cent of those who were treated for rhen- 

were p ily cured, the remainder all benefited, excepting 1, and 
3 trom sciatica, spinal irritation, and nervous prostration were 
improved. I believe the percentage cured would have been doubled with four 
to six months treatment. During the year ending June 30, 1893, there were 
in the Central, Marion, Northwestern, and Western Branches of the National 
Home an average number sick of 1.590. of which 853, or 53 per cent, were 
treated for rheumatisin in its various forms, acute, subacute, and chronic 
(articular and muscular). These branches are the nearest and most accessi- 
ble to the South Dakota Hot Springs. and if provision were made for the 
treatmentof those 853 members afflicted with rheumatism at the Hot Springs, 
and 44 per cent of them were cured, there would ensue a saving to the Gov- 
ernment of the cost of their maintenance in the Homes, viz, $52,895, computed 
rn the he capita cost of $140.75, sp annum, and there would be something 

he producing power of country. 

Tee the ten State Homes nearest the Hot 8 Springs—Tilinols, Ohi Ohio, 4 N55 fa 
vania, Mic Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Ne „ 8 
rado- there were on the th of J 3 1895, 488 members sick, of whom a much 

— over 400, were for rheumatism. 
from a treatment at Hot S 


ne che eg 


same percentage of cures, 44, sai phen Py 


there would be 176 restored to health, and there would follow a saving of $100 
Total saving effected per anna . Thus there — — 


would 1 Bae itself within five years af ter it was occupa! in 
vin cost of maintenance in Soldiers’ Homes without cure. Without 
a cent of savings in money, the rescue from and misery the restora- 
tion to 1 5 those men for whose welfare the Government is responsible 
hte as geomnniical wadertaking for tae publi Goud, 
an econo. ‘or e 
which the en: ee appreciate and approve. 25 
am, Gene: very truly, yours, 
. AVERELL, U. S. A. 


WM. W. 
Asst. Inspector-General, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 


Gen. JOHN C. BLACK, 
Chairman Subcommittee on Soldiers’ Homes, etc. 


The report in detail upon the test cases at Hot Springs, S. Dak., referred 
to by Cremeans Averell runs as follows: 

Case L—Andrew J. Arnett, B. Sixth Kansas Infantry. Forwarded to 
South Dakota July 6,1893. Locomotor ataxia. Returned to Western Branch 


J 7 Heo Noim g under treatment. 

ASE II. Nat J. H. Fourteenth Infan Forwarded 
to Sou South Dakota July ô, 1900, Muscular rheumatism, lum nervous pros- 
tration, Western ovember 9. Rheumatism 
improved after treatment. Lumbago tis not fited. Com- 


cured. Cysti 
Sign Keeley treatment April 9, 1594, for tobacco; no infl 
Case IilL—Adam 
Forwarded to South Dakota 


No treatment in Western Branch Hospi 
P. Baum, E,One 33 and sixteenth Indiana — 


ment February 25 18%. Health now 5 Is one of the most 
competent nurses in hospital at this tim: 

Case IV.—Ira D. Chamberlain, D. Seventh Indiana Infan Forwarded 
to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Sciatica. Returned to Western Novem- 


ber 9. Since return from South Dakota (under treatment of Home su: E 
showed marked improvement. Used two crutches and suffered con ns 
pain when he commenced 3 now hind men 8 uses only 
one cane. Now absent with — 
omas 


Swellings all . Gained in w ht and strength. 
Commenced Keeley treatment February 22, 1894. 1 ꝗ— condition greatly 


ed. 
ASE VI.—Martin W. Co: orwarded 
to South Dakota July 6. 1893. Returned to 
Western Branch November 9. as much improved by treatment. Is now 
Cash VII lark eee x A ee Rhode Island Cavalry. = rwarded 
ASE í o 
to South Dakota nS tas ron 6, 1803. N prostration. Returned 


Branch November 9. Claims to ie hob. iciproved ul ro a eara 
tion sħows tenderness of spine. Is hypochron: ow in barracks. 
CASE Vill Charl les A. Gifford, H, Fourth Illinois 8 5 ‘orwarded to 


South Dakota July 6, 1893, Diabetes mellitus, Returned to Western Branch 
November 9. omes under treatment. Now in convalescent Company K. 
CasEIX.—Pa D. Thirteenth Indiana Infantry. Forwarded 
to South Dakota 5 Ayi 6, 1 Lum umbago; spinal irritation. Returned to 
Western Branch November 9. Improved under treatment; gained 4} pounds. 
Now in barracks. 
Case X.—Gillman D. Grove, United States Navy. Forwarded to South 
2 J 8 6, 1898. 1 prostration and lum . Returned to West- 
ch Novembe under treatment. Now in ks. 
CASS F hn Kerwin, H, Eleventh 
Infantry. Forwarded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. articular rheu- 
matism, Returned to Western Branch November 9. General improvement 
in condition. Now in barracks. 
Case XIL—Philander Hu D, One hundred and seventh New York 
Infantry. Forwarded to South akota July 6, 1898. Chronic articular rheu- 
matism. Returned to Western Branch November 9. Greatly improved by 
treatment. Swellings entirely from joints. Is 3 barracks. 
Case XIII. l H. TH Hughes. A, A. . —— Ohio . — — 
Dakota . oh ote irritation. 
Branch November 8. Rheumatism 
7 20, 1508. z bo am 


ASE XIV.— 
South t Dakota Jul 2 5 articular Returned to 
Western Branch 9 Was . treatment. 


Now in barracks. 
Case XV.—Edward F. apa la H, Second Colorado Cavalry. For- 
6, 1 Chronic articular rhenmatism. Re- 


turned of Wester Branch N ber 9. Greatly im ‘ed by trea’ it. 
estern AN ovember re Yov: tmeni 

ained in ap ak tn DATNE. 

One 8 and th 


Gi stre weight. 
oe XVI.— onzo Longacre. 
ss ome pg orwarded to South Dakota July 6, 1803. otor 
at Hot Sprin. . 
oe i third O Ohio Forwarded to 


Case XVIL—J 128 5 „C, F. Infantry. 
3 eumatism and 3 Returned to 


South Dakota J: 1 

Western Branch November? Greatly benefited. Pain entire 

from back and shoulders. Gained in weight. Commenced Ken 

October 21, 1893. Is now orderly for Home treasurer, and 5 
Case XVIII. Albert Mueller, E, Second Illinois Light Artillery. 

warded to South Dakota July 6, 1803. Chronic articular rheumatism. 

. to Western Branch November 9. Great improvement, but still swell- 

— left ankle and ee wrist. Gained in weight. 


Ror 


to South Dekowr July 6, 1893. arti r rheumatism: Returned to 
Western Branch November 95 Worse than before treatment. Is now in 
hospital 3 under treatment. 


Branch) 
CASRXX.—Exvi T. Nichols, E, First Onto ‘Light Artillery. Forwarded to 
South Dakota July 6, 1843. Chronic articular rheumatism and lumbago. Re- 
turned to Western Branch November 9. Practically a well 
pounds in weight. Now in barracks, 

Case XXI.—Rozell Randall, K, Forty-ninth Wisconsin Infantry. For- 
warded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Nervous prostration. Returned to 
Western Branch November 9. ed improvement. Spinal irritation less 


ks. 
Shea, H. Twenty-seventh New Jersey Infantry. For- 
warded to South Dakotas July 6, 1893. Chronic articular rheumatism. Re- 
turned to Western Branch November 9. Improved in matter of less pain, 


man; gain of 11 
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which was principal reason for sending him to the springs. Is now in hos- 
pital (Western boar Sy ar treatment. 

CASE XXIIL—Patrick A. Somers, F, Two hundred and thirteenth 1- 
vania Infantry. Forwarded to South Dakota July 6,183. Chronic 
rheumatism. Returned to Western Branch November 9. No better for the 


Branch November 9. eumatism entirely gone. Cystitis no better. Now 

in hospital (Western Branch) for latter. 
Case XXV.—John Walsh, United States Marine Forwarded to 
1893. Chronic muscular rheumati Returned to 


South Dakota July 6, 
Western Branch November 9. Some improvement. Legs still painful. - 
menced Keeley treatment February 2, 1894. Now in barracks as well as a 
man of his could expect to be. 

CASE XXVI.— Richard Youmans, ae aen steward, United States Army. 
Forwarded to South Dakota July 6, 1 Nephritis, jumbago, and rheuma- 
tism. Returned to Western Branch November 9. Rheumatism and lumbago 
both page (a ee Nephritis worse. Now in barrac 

CASE VIl—Frederick Zeigler, B. First Missouri Light Artillery. For- 
warded to South Dakota July 6, 1893. Chronic articular rheumatism. Re- 
turned to Western Branch November 9. Rheumatism all gone. 

I herewith respectfully submit my final rear of the ex ental test 
apa the details sent here (the Hot Springs of th Dakota) July 7, 1898, from 

e Western Branch National Mili Home, Kansas, of the curative proper- 
ties of the waters and climate of Hot Sp S. Dak., for certain chronic dis- 
eases, the nature and history of which are fully given in detailed report above. 

The number of men sent was 3), and time given for the test sixty days; age 
patient, 46 years; oldest, 71 years; average age, 52 years. 
be observed, the cases of locomotor ataxia, arthritis deformans, and 
aberration of the mind, conceded to be incurables, and sent only with the hope 
that some alleviation of suffering might be obtained, as well as others on ac- 
count of poor e . complication eee — seis on 
exceedingly severe , contrary to expectations, cures have n 
effected and permanent benefits Bored. $ 

It is to be regretted that incurable cases, such aslocomotor ataxia and senile 
decline, were sent here for two reasons: First, others could have been sent in 
their places who would have been cured; second, a better av and fuller 
credit given for cures and the treatment by the waters and the c te of this 


place. è 
As will be seen, almost every man was afflicted with rheumatic or nervous 
troubles, the same being cu in almost every instance. Iam satisfied that 
a careful inspection by the medical board on the return of the men will bear 
me out in saying that all things considered, of patients, shattered consti- 
tutions of some of them, 5 and complica’ 
t of this test, as shown by detailed repa is in 
A realization ọf ali the 


of youn, 


that the resul 
put forth by the promoters of this experiment as to the virtues of the waters 


Home, 

d. all in their power to aid in 

‘hanks A are due them for their N to do so much good. 
are 1 R. D. JENNINGS, 


Surgeon in Charge. 


WESTERN BRANCH NATIONAL HOME 
rok DISABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS, 
September 9, 1893. 
C ² u DENTE sent t Hoe Gpsinen, & Dek to 
‘ore an men e patients sen ot Springs, S. F 
test the efficiency of the waters for various diseases. 
Very y, etc., 
O. C. McNARY, 
Assistant and Acting Surgeon. 
Gen. W. W. 28 U. S. An 
Assistan 


National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. 
To sum up: 


Of the patients suffering from rheumatism and lumbago, eight are prac- 

* tically cured of that disease; the balance, except one, McGloin, are improved. 
McGloin is worse. Cases of sciaticaimproved, cases of cystitis were not bene- 
fited, cases of oral irritation improved, cases of neryous prostration im- 
proved, cases of diabetes mellitus improved, case of 3 worse. 

Of the cases of locomotor ataxia, one, ett, was sent home after two weeks 
on vated 5 no improvement; and one, 
Lon; ptem 

The treatment by baths and Sinking of the waters was supplemented b; 
internal and external medication (in all or most cases, I believe), 1 
cases by electricity. 

The eee have been a better and truer test of the efficacy of 
the waters had this medication and electricity not been employed. As it is, 
we can not judge of the true virtues of the water. We can only judge of the 
results of the treatment employed as they present themselves. $ 

The patients themselves, with two or three exceptions, believe their 
improvement would have been more perfect and lasting had they remained 
8 the treatment. This I Deno cate 


ever, the benefits received by the mts sent are, in most cases, 
quite satisfactory. bent 
respectfully submitted. 
> z O. C. McNARY, 
Assistant and Acting Surgeon. 
Your committee ha 


ve been furnished with a copy of the analysis obtained 

or the superintendent of the South Dakota Soldiers Home of the water of 
ree the springs in the Hot Springs group, and deem it of sufficient im- 

portance to l wi this report. 

An analysis by f.G. A. Maringer, chemist, Chicago, resulted as follows: 


MINNEKAHTA SPRINGS. 
(Constituents, in grains.] 


um chi: 


Analysis of two of the prominent — “f by Prof. Charles B. Gibson of 
Chicago, 


MAMMOTH MINERAL WATERS. 
(Constituents, in grains, per gallon of 58.229.) 


LAKOTAH OR INDIAN SPRING MINERAL WATER. 
[Constituents, in grains, per gallon of 58.329.] 


Total residue 57.2100 
Inorganic and nonvolatile. — 49.1600 
Q: c and volatile.. 8. 0500 
Sulphate of sodium 8. 8241 
Sulphate of potassium 3.3313 
Sulphate of calcium 16. 2909 
Chloride of calcium... 8.4990 
oride of ammonium. - 0191 
Chloride of magnesium 8.1408 
hosphate of calcium... 3110 
Nitrate of magnesium -1507 
Carbonate of magnesium. 3.045 
sesqui-oxid . 2000 
Alumina....----------- 0210 
pT Res I ER Bia Sd — et Se ee 1.8309 


Commandant Lucas, of the South Dakota Soldiers’ Home, located at Hot 
Pree in a report to Assistant Inspector-General Averell, says: 

2 ra careful observation of the results in the treatment of our sixty- 
odd veterans for severe and d. rate cases of rheumatism, I am constrained 
to say that I have no longer doubts about the curative properties of the 
waters. Every case been treated in the Home (not an exception) 
has resulted in a perfect eure. or the patient is approachingit. These results 
I re; as little than miraculous, when the enfeebled and broken-down 
condition of these men is taken into account. The waters are equally good 
and effective in treating cases of indigestion, scrofula, and all An or cuta- 


neous 

The Hot Springs of South Dakota are located in the mountainous western 
end of the State—a region abounding in 1 scenery and all the health- 
giving influences of nature in the rough. o more cha surroun 
can be found at any of the health resorts of the world. These springs lie 
within the boundaries of Fall River County, and about them has accumulated 
acommunity of a couple of thousand pean. incorporated asa city of the 
second class. Its buildings are constru with a generous display of archi- 
tectural skill and city can be reached over two lines of railway. 
Its altitude is 3,400 feet above sea level. The atmosphere of that on 
dry and bracing. Lying in a sheltered valley, it is protected from ter's 
ther a most satisfactory abiding place for invalids or 


J a eyes Representatives of those States are asked 
e bill which is the subject of the favorable action 


Whereas it is the polioy of the National Board of Managers for Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers Homes to provide a sanitarium for the treatment of ex- 
soldiers who are afflicted with rheumatism and kindred diseases; and 

Whereas from the a reports by General Averell and other indis- 
putable evidence it been demonstrated by thorough and fair tests that 
the hot water at Hot Springs, S. Dak., cures more 60 per cent of such 


cases; an ; 

Whereas an effort is being made tosecure the location of suchasanitarium 
at Hot Springs, S. Dak.; an 

Whereas we are satisfied from information furnished us that no better 
place has been Pe? discovered: Therefore 

Be it resolved, That we favor the location of a sanitarium at Hot Sprin; 
S. Dak., and urge our Representatives in Con; to support and aid in the 
passage of such bills as may be presented for t purpose. 

OFFICE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SOLDIERS AND SAILORS’ HOME OF COLORADO, 
Room 4, Capitol Building, Denver, 5, 1895. 

The aboye preamble and resolution were dates hee the board an 
after due consideration, the secretary was autho’ to state on behalf 
the board that both were unanimously indorsed and that this action 
N part of the permanent records of the commission. 


W. P. HARBATTLE, Secretary. 
The above 22 and resolutions were adopted at a meeting of the 
board of trustees, esota Soldiers’ Home, February 11, 1896. 
HENRY A. CARTH, President. 
J. R. B. BERBERG, tary. 
This is to certify that the board of managers of the Kansas State Soldiers 
Home indorsed the foregoing resolution on this 5th day of December, 1895. 
By order of the board. Fas eT aaret 
. TEW cretary. 
Col. C. M. CUNNING Commandant. 
MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 o’clock having arrived, 
and there being no unfinished business, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the first bill upon the Calendar. 


The SECRETARY. A bill (S. 1012) to prevent the desecration of 
the national 3 
Mr. MORGAN. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 


sideration of the bill 5 3247) to amend the act entitled An act 
to 5 the itime Canal Company of Nicaragua,” 
appro February 20, 1889. 
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Mr. MILLS. I ask my friend to yield to me a moment that I 


may have a bill : s 
r. MORGAN. As soon as the canal bill is taken up, I will 
yield for that a 9375 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Alabama, to proceed to the consideration of the bill 
indicated by him. 

Mr. CAFFERY. On that I ask for the N reg and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded 
to call the roll. 

Mr. WALTHALL (when Mr. GEORGE’s name was called). My 
colleague [Mr. GEORGE] is paired with the junior Senator from 
Oregon [Mr. MCBRIDE]. If my colleague were present, he would 
vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. GORDON (when his name was called). Iam paired with 
the Senator from Iowa [Mr. GEAR] who is not in his seat, and I 
withhold my vote. 

Mr. MARTIN (when his name was called). I have a general 

air with the senior Senator from Montana Mr. MANTLE], who 

not in his seat, and I withhold my vote. he were present, I 
should vote 1 2 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin (when his name was called). I 
am paired with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. If 
he were present, I should vote “ nay.” 

Mr. ROACH (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from California [Mr. PERKINS], but by an 
arrangement the pair has been transferred from the Senator from 
California to the Senator from Idaho [Mr. Shou]. If the Sena- 
tor from Idaho were present, he would vote yea“ and I should 
vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. THURSTON]. As he is absent, I 
withhold my vote. 

Mr. VILAS (when his name was called). Iam pared generally 
with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. MITCHELL]. he were pres- 
ent, I Tappo he would vote yea; I should vote ‘‘nay.” 

„ SON (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Florida [Mr. Pasco]. If he were pres- 
ent, I should vote yea.“ 

The roll call was concluded. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to state that my colleague [Mr. 3 
is paired with the senior Senator from Georgia [Mr. GORDON]. 
my o e were present, he would vote yea.” 

r. GORDON. Then I will vote. I vote ‘ yea.” 

Mr. McBRIDE. I have a general pair with the senior Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE] and my colleague [Mr. MITCHELL 
of Oregon] has a general pair with the Senator from Wisconsin 
[Mr. Vitas]. With the consent of the Senator from Wisconsin, I 
will transfer my pair to my coll e, so that the Senator from 
Wisconsin and myself may vote. I vote yea.” 

Mr. . Lvote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. MORRILL (after having voted in the affirmative). I am 
paired with the Senator from Tennessee : J, who ap- 
pears to be absent, and therefore I withdraw my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 86, nays 14; as follows: 


YEAS—386. 
Aldri: Clar Gray, Perkins, 
2 Kullen, Hale, Platt, 

n, Davis, Hawley, Proctor, 
wn, Faulkner, Hoar, Pugh, 
ea Galli ee, herman, 

nger, 0 
Cannon,” Gibson Mo Wer 3 
0 etmo; 
Chandler, orman, etter,” White” 
NAYS—14 

Bate, Chil Nelson, Vv: 

Cakra, Pet W. Wi 

O, 
ee Ki. Vaz 
NOT VOTING—39. 

Allen, Mitchell, Oreg. Smith, 
Baker, Hans Mitchell, Wis. 
. RES 
Brice, Irby, Murphy, Thurston, 
Butler, 8 rin Ss er, a 

T, on ey. asco; oor! 

el, Kyle, Pritchard, Warren” 
Dubois, Lindsay, Roach, ilson, 
Elkins, Mantle, Sewell, Wolcott. 

Mar Shoup, 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee 
of the Arnoa, yng to consider the bill (S. 3247) to amend 
the act enti An act to incorporate the Maritime Canal Com- 
pany of Nicaragua,” approved February 20, 1889, which had been 
reported from the Select Committee on the Construction of the 
Nicaragua Canal with amendments. 

Mr. MILLS. By consent of the Senator from Alabama, I wish 
to call up Senate bill 3525, a bill reported unanimously from the 
Committee on Commerce, in reference to the improvement of a 
waterway on the coast of Texas. 


XXIX——.56 


Mr. MORGAN. Several gentleman have appre to me to give 
way temporarily for the purpose of having bi 8 which they 


as somewhat ing. After the pen bill has been 
read, I will yield as far as 1 can do so without 5 it or 
losing my right of way. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read. 


The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from Texas He Muis] desires 
that the pending bill may be temporarily laid aside until he can 
call the attention of the Senate to a measure pone here. I 
have no objection on my part to that course, and I that the 
bill before the Senate may be temporarily laid aside. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. PLArr in the chair). It will 
be so ordered, in the absence of objection. 

WATER ROUTE BETWEEN GALVESTON AND HOUSTON, TEX. 


Mr. MILLS. I ask unanimous consent for the consideration at 
this time of Senate bill 3525. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of a bill the 
title of which will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (S. 3525) to provide for an examination 
and 3 of a water route from the mouth of the jetties at the 
city of veston, Tex., through the ship channel and up Buffalo 
pers to the city of Houston, Tex., and appropriating money 

erefor. 

Mr. MILLS. I will state that the bill has been unanimously 
rted by the Committee on Commerce. 
y unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proeeeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to inquire of the Senator from Alabama, 
he having consented to temporarily laying aside the Nicaraguan 
bill, if he expects to go on with it this afternoon? s 

Mr. MORGAN. ere are two Senators who have applied ta 
me for leave to ask for the consideration of bills, and one of them, 
as I know, is a matter of great merit. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not wish to interfere. I merely wanted to 
know for my own information if the Nicaraguan bill was to go 


on to- 
to go right on with it after the bills 
been disposed of. 


re 


MO 
Mr. MORGAN. Ipro 
to which I have referred have 8 
Mr. HOAR. The reason of my inquiry is this: I propose, at 
some time when the Senate is not desirous of proceeding with 
any other important business, to ask to have the bankruptcy bill 
taken up and read. I do not propose to have any action taken 
upon it until the return of one or two Senators, who are 
cially interested in it, especially the Senator from Colorado. If 
the Senate were transacting routine business, I would simply ask 
for the reading of that long bill. But as I understand the Base 
tor from Alabama desires to go on to-day with the Nicaraguan 


bill, I do not now make the request. 

The PRESIDING OFFI The bill taken up on the request 
of the Senator from Texas [Mr. MILL] is before Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 
WILLIAM H. LINTON. 

Mr. HAWLEY. The Senator from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN] 
has kindly consented to let me ask unanimous consent for the con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 3477) to remove the charge of desertion 
from the military record of William H. Linton. Inow make that 
request. 

ere being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
DEATH OF REPRESENTATIVE CRISP. 

Am from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CHAPELL, 
one of its clerks, communicated to the Senate the intelligence of 
the death of Charles F. Crisp, late a member of the House from 
State of Georgia, and transmitted the resolutions of the House 

ereon. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. President, I desire to give notice that o; 
Thursday next, at 3 o'clock p. m., I shall ask the Senate to suspen 
business to receive resolutions upon the subject to which the mes- 
sage from the House of Representatives relates, and to hear some 
remarks in connection therewith. 

CANALS BETWEEN THE GREAT LAKES AND ATLANTIC OCEAN, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the follow- 
ing message from the President of the United States; which was 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


Itransmit herewith the report of Messrs. James B. Angell, of Michigan, 
John E. Russell, of Massachusetts, and Lyman E. Cooley, of Illinois, who 
were 838 commissioners under the authority of a law March 
1895, to make inquiry and report, after conference with such similar commis- 
sioners as might be appointed on behalf of Great Britain or the Dominion of 
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Canada, concerning the feasibility of the construction of such canals as will 
enable vessels en, ocean commerce to pass between the Great Lakes 
and the Atlantic „ and the most convenient location and probable cost 
of such canals, ther with other facts and information in said act speci- 
fied relating to their construction and use. 

The commissioners have prosecuted the work assigned them with great 
wn hod be Cie SEDE tar SPIDEY IN LERIDA KEUN eo Ws 
em the and its accompanying e. Ww) of grea’ 
cp eas and interest as related to the project subjected to their exami- 
Da e 


on. 
The advan of direct and unbroken water 8 of the prod- 
ucts of our W rn States and Territories from convenient points of shi mt 
to our seaboard ports are 3 The report of the com oners 
tains, in my opinion, demonstration of the feasibility of securing such 
Transportation, and gives ground for the anticipation that better and more 
minterrupted commerce through the plan su; ted, between the groat 
West and Foreign ports, with the ease of national prosperity which must 
follow in its train, will not long escape American enterprise and activity. 
It will be observed that 3 of the commissioners, though as com- 
rehensive as the time and fi ties at their disposal permitted, does not 
Refinitely deal with the cost of the work they were upon to consider. 
and omits some of the other details related toit. Thus far they have labored 
without compensation, and a part of the small sum appropriated for the pay- 
ment of their expenses still remains unexpended. 
I suggest to the Con the propricty of making economical a for 
such further prosecution of their work as will more fully develop the infor- 
mation necessary toan exact and complete understanding of this interesting 


rtant subject. 3 
itis 8 851 GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 18, 1897. 


[Norz.— Report and accompanying documents transmitted to House of 
Representatives. | 8 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message will be printed 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce, in the absence of 
objection. 

MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 3247) to amend an act entitled An act 
to incorporate the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,” ap- 
proved Febr 20, 1889. ; 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, the subject of the Nic 
Canal has been so ine under consideration 5 the Senate, by the 

ple of the United States, and by the people of the world, and 
8 such a wide fleld for examination, that it is im ible for 
anyone to undertake to enter upon a full description of the merits 
of this great enterprise within the limits of a single address. On 
this occasion I shall make no effort of the kind. I find it difficult 
always to trust myself with an undertaking of this sort in connec- 
tion with this enterprise, because it has got such a hold pon my 
convictions that perhaps I may see it in a magnified light, though I 
could not, if I were possessed of all the powers of oratory and elo- 
. quence that any human being ever possessed, describe with suff- 
cient fullness and force the merits of this question as it concerns 
the people of the United States alone, to say nothing of the people 
of the whole world. 

In presenting this bill to the Senate I have the honor to state 
that the Committee on the Construction of the Nicaraguan Canal 
is unanimous in the approval of every feature of it. The bill 
which we have cra | here in fact originated in the House of 
Representatives, was reported to that body, and, after the most 
scrutinizing care we could bestow upon it, we have not found it 
necessary to change it in any of its features. 

. This measure, however, changes considerably 8 pro- 

d legislation on this subject, particularly the bill which passed 
through the Senate in the last Congress, and changes it in favor 
of amendments which were then suggested, propositions which 
were then advanced with sufficient reason to justify the commit- 
tee of this body and of the other House in believing that it was 
better to incorporate those features or those amendments into the 
bill rather than to jeopardize the measure in any sense at all or to 
invite opposition by excluding them on matters of detail that are 
not essential to this measure. : 

On a full survey of this bill and a full examination of it in con- 
nection with the great subject to which it relates, I am satisfied 

it is the best bill we have presented—the most conservative bill. 
It leaves all power in the hands of the Executive to arrest the 
progress of this enterprise in the event that he finds it is going 
wrong, and to inform the Government of the actual conditions in 
Nicaragua, as to all suggestions and questions which have been 
raised heretofore or can raised in regard to it, in full time to 
prevent any possible disaster. 

Mr. President, there is but one parallel case in history by which 
we can come to any judgment in reference to the advantages and 
profits which may be derived from this as a financial enterprise, 
and also as to the advantages which come to the nations who may 
control this gateway between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans 
politically and commercially and in every other respect. That 
standard of comparison is the Suez Canal. We have in the United 
States, however, two other standards of comparison with this 
canal in reference to the cost of its construction and the facility 
with which it may be built, and also with reference to its effect 
upon the increase of the interior commerce of thecountry. Those 
are the great locks at Sault Ste. Marie and the drainage canal at 
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This last enterprise is one which originated among the citizens 
of that great city, and has for its primary purpose the drainage 
of the town and the adjoining country. The progress that has 
been made in the construction of that canal, I undertake to say— 
and I think I can do it without incurring pn} contradiction—has 
proven to be a new development in the art of canal construction, 
and it really is the most astonishing piece of work in the economy 
and rapidity of construction which ever yet been accomplished 
by the aening of the American people, or of any other le on 
the earth. So I accept those two canals, the Sault Ste. Marie and 
the drainage canal at Chicago, as furnishing standards to which 
we can refer in estimating the cost of the construction of the 
Nicaraguan Canal, the difficulties to be overcome, and the facility 
or the rapidity with which it may be done. 

In the case of the Suez Canal, we have the advantage of a full 
comparison in all essential features: First, in the manner of its 
being dredged, opened, the water let into it, sea locks for the pur- 
pose of preventing the intrusion of high seas into the canal to 
wash it away, the difficulties of approach on the Mediterranean 
side and on the side of the Red Sea, and the necessity of building 
ports or harbors for the accommodation of the shipping about to 
enter the canal. 

Then, proceeding from that point, we have the analogy of the 
difficulties of maintenance, which, in the case of the Suez Canal, 
are really much greater than they will be in the case of the Nica- 
raguan al. the case of the Suez Canal the difficulty arises 
from the drift of the sand into the channel, caused by the winds 
which prevail there at certain times, and sometimes unexpectedly, 
and drift vast amounts of sand into the channel, so that the proc- 
ess of dredging is required to be continually kept up. A corre- 
sponding difficulty, but of quite a different nature, is to be met 
and overcome at Nica: a. In Nicaragua the trouble arises 
from the excessive rainfalls on the eastern coast of that State, and 
that difficulty can be met, and is met, in the line projected here, 
by placing the canal level, from its start on the Atlantic side to 
its terminal on the Pacific side, above the reach of any flood or 
high water. I consider that the difficulty in meeting the rainfall 
in Nicaragua is met and finally disposed of in the plan of con- 
struction, or rather in the axial location of the canal, whereas in 
the case of the Suez canal the trouble is ever recurring, and will 
remain there so long as the winds blow and the sands can be 
shifted by them. So I find in the history of the Suez Canal, both 
in the cost of its construction and maintenance, and more partic- 
ularly in the receipts—the income from its tolls—what I conceive 
to be a very excellent, perhaps a conclusive, standard of compari- 
son with the Nicar Canal. 

Before I enter upon a description of the project which we have 
brought forward in this bill for the purposes that it is expected to 
accomplish and the reasons for bringing it forward, I desire to call 
the attention of the Senate to some statistics in regard to the Suez 
Canal. That canal is 973 miles long, pretty nearly a straight line, 
though there are some curves in it. There are about 68 or 70 miles 
of canalization, actual lift of the earth and throwing it out upon 
embankments. That canal was constructed at a time when the art 
of canal building with dredges and pumps was very imperfect as 
compared with the present time. Wemight say the advantages now 
areas 100 to 50. e have more than double the advantage in bnild- 
ing a canal, going through any material which you please to select, 
whether it is stone, or mud, or clay, or sand, or gravel. We have 
now more than 50 per cent advantage in the method of construc- 
tion, in cheapness and rapidity of construction, over what existed 
at the time the Suez Canal was built, and this great advantage has 
come from the invention of American mechanics, American con- 
structors, who have been forced by exigencies which they could 
not escape to tax their genius so as to get machinery of different 
kinds for the construction of the great drainage canal at Chicago, 
which actually overcomes—— 

Mr. DAVIS. I should like to ask the Senator from Alabama 
whether any estimate has been made as to how far the estimates 
of cost which were before the committee in respect to the Nica- 
ragua Canal, can be diminished in view of the actual result at 


3 
Mr. MORGAN. We have that estimate here, and we have also 
the statement of the gentleman who constructed the canal. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the Senator state the percentage or anything 
of that kind? ‘ 

Mr. MORGAN. Ican not give the . except to say 
that at Chicago in rock channeling, rock lifting, the removal of 
clay and gravel out of the line of the canal and transferring it an 
average distance of probably two or three hundred yards the sav- 
ing is at least 50 cent. It is, I believe, the most marvelous 
pr ever made by mechanics in the history of such works, 

. DAVIS. I know there are great claims made about it, and 
I should be glad to see a specific statement. 

Mr. MORGAN. Before I get through I will call the attention 
of the Senate to the statements on that cope tee 

Now, Mr. President, when Disraeli was about to go outof office, 
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at least within a year or two before he went out of office, he had 
the courage to overcome a British prejudice against the Suez Canal, 
which was very intense and very foolish. The British Government 
had large and very valuable settlements at the Cape of Good Hope, 
and all the ships that passed around from the Atlantic to China 
and India and into the Pacific Ocean went by the Cape of Good 
Hope, touched there naturally, necessarily indeed, and were a 
source of enormous revenue and great profit to those people. 
Besides that, the British Government did not want to have a canal 
opened between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, for the rea- 
son that adjacent to that canal lay the territory of some of her 
most powerful rivals. Along the line of the Mediterranean there 
were 8 Italy, Turkey, and on the north African coasts there 
were several of the smaller states, including Egypt, under the 
suzerainty of the Sultan of Turkey. We findafter we pass around 
to the Red Sea that her possessions were flanked on one side by 
Arabia and on the other by Africa, with very enterprising colo- 
nies established by the French, the Italians, and the Germans in 
those sections of the world. So she did not wish her p from 
London or Liverpool to Bombay or any other port in India to be 
through states or in the vicinity of states that might hold a flank 
ition or a short line upon her, and could come out and attack 
* ships or her commerce or anything she might have to send 
through there and impede her way to her colonies. So Great 
Britain was opposed to it. j: : 

When the Suez Canal was originated it was a private enterprise. 
An endeavor was made to get the French Government into it, but 
the French Government declined to make the guaranties; it de- 
clined to take it up, and De Lesseps went through the south of 
Europe and got together a sufficient subscription for the purpose 
of building the great canal, or at least to start it. He then went 
to the Khedive of Egypt. The Khedive, with remarkable fore- 
sight and with great courage, committed his Government to the 
assistance of the canal, and together the ple of the south of 
Europe, most largely in France, and the Khedive of Egypt con- 
structed the canal. The British Government interposed a po 
test to the Saltan of Turkey against this thing being done, e 
Sultan interposed a protest to the Khedive against it, but not 
earnestly enough to prevent the construction of that great water- 
way. After the canal was built, and after, as we remember, the 
celebration of it, which was a fête that occupied the attention and 
excited the admiration of the world, the ch Empress being 
there for the purpose of inaugurating the work, Disraeli, with that 
sagacity which pethaps distinguished him as much as any other 
British statesman, concluded that it was to the best interest of the 
British Government to buy 9 interest in that stock; and 
he set about to doit. He could not buy a controlling interest. 
The other Governments objected. He could not buy an interest 
that cost him more than $20,000,000, at a little above par. The 
whole capitalization of the canal at that time was $100.000,000. 
So he conta get only about one fifth of it, instead of a majority of 
the stock; but he bought the stock, and he bought it at a slight 
premium in the market. 

He believed, and the world since that time has realized the fact, 
that that investment by Great Britain was of all others that that 
great Government has ever made the most profitable financially 
and the most important politically, and the occupation of Egypt 
to-day is due to the fact of the building of the Suez Canal an 0 
necessity that Great Britain is under of having both the terminal 

ints of that canal under her military control. She occupies 
Eg pt, and she will occupy Egypt so long as the P. ids do, 

son the Government in London breaks down. T was the 
moving cause; that was the consideration which forced her to take 
this ground, and she holds it with British tenacity. 

Now, without going any further into the general history of 
this matter, which I have given very imperfectly, I desire to call 
attention to what the British investment was. The canal was 
opened in 1870. It was completely built in 1869. Great Britain 
invested about $20,000,000 in the stock of the canal, just a few 
dollars under that sum, and put the stock in her treasury as an 
asset of the , which made it equal to the consol or any 
other obligation of the Government of Great Britain. At the 
close of 1895, as was stated by the treasury bench in the House of 
Commons—I have the authority to show it, a London paper—the 
cost of the investment had been returned by the dividends on the 
stock. The full cost had been returned in 1895. At the present 
rate of dividends, the present value of the shares is 8120, 000, 000. 

Mr. President, that looks improbable; it looks as if it were mere 
romance, mere fiction, mere fancy; and yet it is the solid fact. 
On the investment of 820,000,000, by Disraeli, the precise date of 
which I can give youif it is required, the stock to-day is worth 
$120,000,000. I have a table which shows the rate of 5 
the Suez Canal since 1869. At the rate of tolls now charged, about 
$1.87 per ton on vessels passing through the canal, taking no 
account, however, of the passenger trade, the Suez Canal, after 
nearly doubling its size, for it has been enlarged out of the reserve 
fund, and after a heavy fund is set apart for betterments, is earn- 


18 per cent dividends on a cost of $100,000,000. Of the cost of 


$100,000,000, $58,000,000 only was ded in actual canalization— 
actual work. Forty-two million dollars of the $100,000,000 was 
for interest, discount, fees for promotion, and losses in adminis- 
tration. Onlya partof it wasa necessary charge on the resources 
of the company. The Suez Canal was built in avery extravagant 
way, so far as fees and cost of promotion are concerned. Immense 
amounts of money were spent that ought not to have been spent. 
Nevertheless, the whole canal was capitalized at $100,000,000 after 
all these expenses were covered. 

The canal is now a permanent property, earning 6 per cent on 
$800,000,000, and it has grown to these proportions in twenty-seven 
years, The latest quotations of the shares on the Paris Bourse 
were on last Saturday, January 16, 1897, and the 500-franc shares 
($100) were quoted at 3,250 francs—common stock of thecanal com- 
pany—or in dollars a share of ee value of $100 is worth 8650. 

e Suez Canal. as I have stated, was opened to traffic in 1869. 


Its first year's realization was really in 1870. The growth and 


present magnitude of its business are shown in a table I have here 
and will insert in my remarks. 
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486 , 609 

1,494 | 2,000,984 | 5,281, 
1880 2,026 | 8,057,421 | 7,208, 
1835 3,624 | 6,385,752 12.011. 
1890 _. 3,389 | 6,890,094 | 13,485, 
1891 4,207 | 8,698,777 | 16, 789, 
1802 8,559 | 7,712,029 | 14,977, 
1893 . 8,341 | 7,659,000 | 14, 222, 
1804 . 8,852 | 8,039,175 | 14,825, 41 
a —— OEE TE TENE 16,000, 


It has gone on with a steady, gradual increase, 
the number of vessels for 1895 and 1896, but perha; 
before I close my remarks to-day. But I will 
number of vessels which through the canal in 1894 was 
3,352, against 486 in 1870; the tonnage was 8,039,175, against 436,- 
609 in 1870, and the receipts were $14,825,411, against $869,150 in 
1870. The tage of receipts upon the capital invested was 
18.50 per cent in 1895. In 1895 the receipts went up to $16,000,000, 
In 1896 they were $15,800,000. 

Now, if not another ship in the world passed through the Nica- 
ragua Canal except such as we would get by a division of ton- 
nage with the Suez Canal, and if we got 4,000,000 tons a year 
whilst she got 4,000,000 tons a r, and if we charged $1.50 a ton 
while the Suez Canal char; 1.87, we at once see that the profit 
on the investment pro’ by this bill in the construction of the 
Nicaragua Canal would be quite satisfactory. That is the view 
which the American people ought to take of this matter if they 
have only a money-making interest in the canal. It is a very en- 
couraging and profitable view to take of it, and it suits the temper 
of the present age, that in making investments of money or of the 
credit of the United States it should be clearly demonstrated that 
there is to be a profitable outcome, in dollars, from the investment. 

I do not indulge in the romantic sentiment which many have 
even boasted, that it would be better for us to build the canal and 
throw away the money than not to have the canal. At the same 
time that is a proposition which would be very hard to answer 
when you come to consider it in a national sense, for if we can 
spend $260,000,000 in two or three years for the purpose of main- 
taming the equilibrium of our it commercially with Great 
Britain, a matter about which I am not complaining, we certainly 
can afford to spend one-half of that sum or something equivalent 
to one-half in building a canal which, if it did not yield to us a 
dollar of profit, would at the same time furnish to the agricultur- 
ists and the industrial ple of the United States in oyar 
quarter such enormous advantages as would arise from 
method of cheap water transportation between our Pacific and our 
Atlantic coasts. Orif we were to build the canal alone for the 
use of the Navy as a wee movement, so that we might double 
the pr of our ayy without building two great fleets—one for 
the ific and one for the Atlantic—it might be said, in the 
American sense, properly, that we could throw away the whole 
amount of money we put into the canal and still make a very large 
earning in the advantage, of a maritime and strategic nature, 
which we would get out of the enterprise. Or if we built the 
canal alone for the convenience, advantage, and profit of our coast 
trade, we would still find that the poppis themselves would be 
stimulated by the rtunity furnished by the canal in all of their 
industries and all of their trades to that degree that we might very 
well afford to accept any opportunity that might be presented to 
put the money in that course of expenditure, without ever expect- 

to receive a dollar in return. 

if we look at the great national duty of connecting together 
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our coasts—the Atlantic and Pacific—and to form of this nation- 
ality that sort of union of interest, as well as of Teng and sym- 
athy, which would bind us together as a nation and a people 
yond all possibility of severing or of dissatisfaction in the future, 
then, if we were to throw away all the money that we propose to 
ut into the canal—in an enterprise so advantageous and so invit- 
ing—we should not consider that we had lost anything. Or if by 
building the canal we could open to the merchants and the sailors 
of the Atlantic Coast, to say nothing of the Pacific Coast, the ad- 
vantage of free and cheap water introduction to the traffic of the 
Pacific Ocean, with all of its vast undevelo and absolutely 
incomprehensible wealth, we would say that if we were to throw 
the money away it would be still well invested if it resulted in 
the production of this great waterway. 
e might find light also in the example of Russia, which builds 
a railway, called the Siberian road, from her eastern shores to 
Vladivostok, just above Korea. She can not expect to realize a 
very large profit upon the freight to be carried by that railroad. 
With the same feeling of enterprise that Russia must have in 
respect of enlarging her eastern possessions and opening the ad- 
vantages of the Pacific Ocean to her people, we might well say 
that we could as well afford to throw this money away, if it is to 
be thrown away, as Russia can to throw away the money she has 
put into the Siberian railroad without ever reclaiming a cent of 
it. But when we come to look into the actual facts and take the 
standard of comparison furnished to us by the Suez Canal, to 
which it is impossible to close our eyes, we are admonished that 
not only have we these great powers, privileges, and duties rest- 
ing upon us, but we have y in sight an enormous earning 
on a very small expenditure. : 

With these general observations, Mr. President, in an outline 
view of this great question, merely touching upon the surface of 
things, and not undertaking to penetrate into the actual argument 
about it, I desire now eae to the Senate the terms and pro- 
visions of the pending bill, to show that it is a thoroughly prac- 
ticable and, 9 a thoroughly wise measure. I would not 
feel authorized to indulge in that expression about it if I were the 
author of the bill, but perhaps 150 of the most intelligent men in 
the United States have had a part in the authorship of the bill, 
and many of those men have been in the Houses of Congress. The 
honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] presented two bills 
here, the terms of which were somewhat modified and changed as 
argument proceeded and experience was obtained, indicating that 
changes ought to be made. After long and laborious considera- 
tion on the of the Committee on Foreign Relations, I pre- 
sented a third bill, which changed the features of the former bi 
considerably. 

Then the subject went into the House of Representatives, and I 
must do the committee of the other House the justice to say that 
they have very much improved the whole plan. They have accepted 
propositions which originally I thought were antagonistic to the 
measure in rather a vital sense. I am now persuaded that they 
are wise amendments, and I believe that no more carefully con- 
sidered measure than this one has ever been brought to theatten- 
tion of the er as of the United States. It is obliged to be so 
because the different committees which have acted upon it and the 

t number of gentlemen who have considered it have thought 
the matter over in the most careful and considerate way. No per- 
son who has ever been connected with the proposed canal improve- 
ment of whom I am aware has attempted to inject into it any 

rsonal wish or desire or thought or feeling or advantage either 
Ror himself or the section of country which he happened to repre- 
sent. i 

It is a fair. ajust, a genuine bill throughand through, and from the 
very outset the measure has had the support of all the different parts 
of the American Union. The honorable Senator from Vermont, 
Mr. Edmunds, who was here, a wise and able man, was a great 
friend of the measure. He bestowed the closest attention upon it. 
The fact is, Mr. Edmunds is the man who originated the thought 
of our eee slation and brought the matter into the Senate of the 
United States. Then there was Mr. Dolph, over on the other 
coast, Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon, over there, and other a 
who are present with us to-day. Then there was the honorable 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN], in the center of the United 
States, and his former colleague, Mr. Payne. There was Mr. 
Eustis of Louisiana, who united in the first report, and it was a 
unanimous report from the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
after he went out of the Senate he became one of the directors in 
the scheme. Mr. Saulsbury was its active supporter. There was 
the Hon. Joseph Brown, who now sleeps in an honored grave, 
whom we all know was a man of extreme carefulness in respect 
of all public expenditures and public enterprises. He had, per- 
haps, as little of the idea of speculation upon Government credit 
as any other man who has ever held a seat in this body. He was 
an enthusiastic friend of this measure, and he wrote or telegraphed 
me from his sick bed in Atlanta, Ga., to pair him in favor of the 
bill; that it had his whole, hearty support. So from all over the 


United States, the East and the West, the North and the South, 


and the center have been represented by different gentlemen in the 
Senate of the United States and also in the House of Representa- 
tives who have concurred most heartily in bringing this subject 
forward as a matter of 3 national necessity and of 
captivating national glory and honor. 
Ho did it happen that the Senate of the United States thought 
it was prudent and necessary to take up this subject? It was in 
this way: The Government of the United States, under the Fre- 
Unghuysen-Zavala treaty with Nicaragua, had an opportunity to 
secure a certain control over the canal projected in that treaty, for 
which we proposen to pay. $4,000,000 to the Government of Nica- 
ragua, and we had an opportunity to acquire almost absolute 
sovereignty in Nicaragua, at least over an area of country 12 miles 
wide. The provisions for the construction, maintenance, and pro- - 
tection of the canal under the 5 treaty were 
very full and complete. I was one of its earnest supporters, and 
but for the fact that the succeeding Administration differed in 
opinion with the one that preceded it on that question and with- 
drew the treaty I think there is no doubt that it would have re- 
ceived the necessary two-thirds vote in this body. It received a 
majority vote upon every occasion when it was presented. But 
the defeat of that treaty was upon two grounds, one of which was 
that of an entangling alliance with foreign powers. There was 
supposed to be involved in it an entangling alliance with the 
Government of 3 Another reason was that there was 
some apprehension on the part of distinguished gentlemen that a 
controversy with Great Britain would arise out of this treaty in 
r t of the Clayton-Balwer treaty of 1850. 

ere was a controversy also that was thought ible to arise 
out of the application of the Monroe doctrine, which at that time 
was not quite so clearly defined in the policy of the United States 
Government as it is to-day. At that time there seemed to be no 
objection to the project as to its cost or feasibility. No point was 
raised about its feasibility, no apprehensions were expressed 
about its being a valuable investment, and no dangers were an- 
ticipated in respect of an intervention in a hostile way by foreign 
governments to claim an interest in the canal. The Senate of 
the United States and the executive department went forward 
with perfect freedom in the negotiation of that treaty. It was 
met at the time only by the argument to which I have adverted 
and by another which was a matter that has been prominent and 
very important in its effect upon the su uent movements for 
the building of the canal. e had the right by treat 
with Nicaragua, and Great Britain in the very same terms h. 
secured the right, she securing her right ten years before we 
secured ours, to our citizens to accept concessions from the Nica- 
raguan Government for the building of the canal, and some of 
our citizens at the time our treaty was formed with Nicaragua 
had a valuable concession which they were unable to carry 
through. The policy seemed to be then that it was better to have 
the canal in the ownership of private men than to have it in the 
ownership and control of the Government of the United States 
and in that way to avoid entangling alliances. 

So, after the Zavala treaty was completed, a tive and active 
encouragement was given by the Government of the United States 
to private citizens to gointo Nicara and to obtain concessions. 
That encouragement was in the direction of detailing men to 
make surveys, from the Navy Department and other Departments 
of the Government, engineering departments, and in relieving 
officers from duty in the Departments here to send them out for 
the purpose of negotiating such concessions. 

The man who was chosen to go there to make these negotiations 
had been twice before detailed for duty in the exploration of canal 
lines through Nicaragua and Costa Rica, and had made a great 
deal of very valuable and laborious research in the location of the 
canals and in the determination of those preliminary questions, 
which, of course, involved the other question, of the feasibility of 
building the canal. That man was A. G. Menocal, a Cuban by 
birth, educated in Cuba and in the United States, admitted as a 
civil engineer into the Navy Department of the Government of 
the United States, and who has been the projector and builder of 
some of the greatest works that have been accomplished by the 
Navy Departinent from that time to this. At all events, Mr. 
Menocal was selected, and it was a very wise selection, because he 
showed that he had as much diplomatic ability perhaps as he kad 
of engineering ability. 

The people of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, because of the rejec- 
tion of the Zavala treaty, had turned their eyes anxiously toward 
Europe for friends to build this canal, and they received Mr, 
Menocal with indifference, you may say, if not with antagonism. 
He was, however, a man of Spanish birth; he spoke the language 
3 and he was before that time in Nicaragua as an officer 

etailed by the Government of the United States to go down and 
survey the San Juan River and the harbor of Greytown at the 
request of Nicaragua. The Nicaraguan Government was very 
friendly to Mr. Menocal, because they had asked the Government 
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of the United States to detail him, as a favor to the Nicaragnan 
Government, to go to Nicaragua and survey the San Juan River 
and also the harbor of Greytown—work that he went there and 
rformed for the Nicar n Government at their request while 

e was still an officer of the United States Government. 

It would not do to say that he did not find any difficulties in 
the way; but he overcame them. He made a most admirable ne- 
gotiation, and the result of it was the concession from Nicaragua 
which is before us to-day, and is the basis of our action. He ob- 
tained a concession, not tò the Government of the United States, 
for the Government of the United States did not want it; they 
had just rejected a concession which was still more valuablein the 
Frelinghuysen and Zavala treaty; therefore it had to be a matter 
of private enterprise. A few gentlemen in New York and else- 
where in the United States, perhaps as many as twenty-fiye or 
thirty (I have all their names in the record here), concluded that 
they would organize a provisional association—a private com- 

any—for the purpose of getting this concession. They furnished 
Nr. Menocal with money. The terms of the concession required 
the payment of $100,000 in gold to fix the bargain, and required a 
payment also of $50,000 for the purpose of enabling the Govern- 
ment of Nicar to obtain the right of way from her citizens, 
who had claimed private rights of property on the western side 
of Nicaragua Lake. That money was subscribed and paid. Nica- 
ragua received the $150,000, and has it still in her treasury. 
ey came to the United States and they took a charter in Col- 
orado for this company I believe the name of it was the Nica- 
ragua CanalCompany—forthe purpose of receiving the concession 
from the gentleman to whom it was made in terms, for the conces- 
sion reads that it was made to Mr. Menocal for the benefit of these 
other persons or this corporation. So the concession eee into 
the hands of that incorporation, consisting of the gentlemen who 
owned the property and who had ese their money for it. 

Thereupon they concluded, and wisely concluded, that they 
would obtain a charter for this company to work the concession, 
which was the company of execution, from the Congress of the 
United States. They did that in order to have the power of this 
Government engaged in the regulation of the affairs of the cor- 
poration in connection with foreign Governments, and also for 
the name and the prestige of it, which was all entirely rightful 
and very proper. 

That matter underwent considerable debate in the Senate and 
in the House, and after quite a while a charter was voted. That 
charter has a very important political effect upon the whole plan, 
the whole scheme. I will not now go into it, inasmuch as I am 
not undertaking to give all the history of the progress of this work, 
but it regulated the amount of stock, the amount of bonds which 
the company. might issue; it required the officers of the corpora- 
tion under oath to report directly to the Secretary of the Interior 
in respect of all mattersconnected with the operations of the canal, 
and to answer to any other demands that he might make from 
time to time, in order that the Government of the United States 
might be informed as to the condition of this property, its progress, 
and all that related to it, and might take further legislative or other 
action that might be requisite. 

In that particular, and in many others which will be found in 
the charter, the Government of the United States united itself 
with this incorporation and with this concession to the extent of 
giving to it its protection, the pover of organization as a corpora- 
tion, and all the other things that abound in the case of an incor- 
poration, connecting the Government very clósely with it. Itis 
not possible to deny that we have united the political powers of 
the United States in a responsible way with this enterprise and 
with the concession upon which it is based. 

Now, this private enterprise, as we call it, was encouraged by 
the Government of the United States, and particularly by the then 
Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Whitney, who made the detail of Mr. 
Menocal to go out there and perfect the arrangement and to con- 
duct the survey. He had a detail there for nearly three years 
afterwards in conducting the surveys about which so much has 
been said. The Government of the United States in all of this 
matter has stood behind these gentlemen, has encouraged them, 
and giyen them to believe that at least their rights, whatever they 
might be under the concession, would always be preserved and 
peren py the power of the Government of the United States. 

all this the Government acted wisely and within its rights, but 
not withoutincurring obligations of duty and honor that 8 
should respect. 

There is nothing plainer than that. No set of men ever entered 
into an enterprise with a better guaranty from a government 
than was given by the Government of the United States to these 
men when they went out there and spent their money, and came 
back and got their e completed, and went to work to 
build this canal, on which they have spent four and a half million 
dollars of their own private money, and were then incorporated 
by Congress as the Company of Execution to work out the grants 

concession. 


Now, in that view of the situation, Mr. President, the question, 
of course, arose in the minds of these men where they Sonia diane 
the bonds. It was their business to raise the money to do what 
the Government had inyited and urged themtodo. There are 
very few men in the United States who by combination could 
build that canal. Perhaps there are one or two who might build 
it out of their own private fortune, but when you come to men of 
average ability in a financial way it would take perhaps a great 
pect Fn gre of them to unite the strength of their credit suc- 
c y for the purpose of building a canal of the magnitude of 
this work. They necessarily were thrown upon the financial 
markets of the world for the money with which to build their 
canal, That is not an unusual thing. There is not a railroad in 
the United States of any great extent that has not been built in 
the same way. The projectors of the railroads have been com- 
pelled to go to the financial centers of the world and to get the 
money by borrowing it, and they have to put up very heavy se- 
curity, usually a dollar of stock for a dollar of bonds, and some- 
times a great deal more than that, besides blanket mortgages. 

These gentlemen went to work to finance this scheme, and they 
raised in the United States almost exclusively—I believe exclu- 
sively—the four and a half million dollars which they have ex- 
pended, by the selling of the stock and by placing bonds u the 
market and in the hands of our own people. e list of bond- 
holders and stockholders, not in the Maritime Company, but in the 
Construction Company, amounted to some three or four hundred 
and all those names appear in the records of Congress here. 1 
have heretofore put them upon the record. They were makin 
progress. The Construction Company had an arrangement, 
think I might call it a contract, with Baring Bros. to finance 
the bonds. It will come out more fully in the statements made 
by Senator Miller and others here. The Baring Bros. were over- 
taken with misfortune and failed, and that cut them off. But 
before 3 as I remember the dates, Mr. Miller, who 
had been a member of this body and was well known, was met by 
Mr. Edmunds in the office of our Secretary of the Senate. Mr. 
Edmunds asked him what was being done about the building of 
this canal, in which he felt a very great interest. 

Mr. Miller told him they were at work at it; that the require- 
ments of the concession were pretty severe; that at least $2,000,000 
had to be spent within about eighteen months from the date of 
the completion of the ee that they had got the money together 
and they had complied with their contract; that they had secured 
the concession absolutely; the terms were rather severe, but they 
had complied with them, and besides that, they were then in the 
course of the expenditure of the balance of the fouranda half million 
dollars which they had already raised upon their bonds. Mr. Ed- 
munds suggested. Well, where are you getting the money?” 
Why, of course we are getting it from England. Everybody gets 
money from England.” Mr. Edmunds did not like the thought. 
What are you giving for it?“ Well, a . large amount of our 
securities. Weare building a canal that will cost, according to the 
estimates of the engineers, about $85,000,000 at the outside. We 
have promised that we will issue $150,000,000 of our bonds, and we 
will back it up with $100,000,000 of our stock, and with a mortgage 
upon the franchise and upon all the corporate rights of eve 
kind. That is what we have had todo.” Mr. Edmunds ented 
to Mr. Miller, Why, this is going to be an enormous tax upon 
the commerce of the United States. That canal ought to be built 
for the estimated price, and then your rates of toll can be lowered 
so that zoe will not tax the commerce of the United States to the 
extent that you would otherwise have todo.” Mr. Miller said that 
was very true, and he would be very happy if any arrangement 
could be made to bring about that result, but that the com- 
pany did not have the power to do it; that their financial credit 
was not strong one to enable them to get the money to build 
ee ee goon any better terms. They had done the very best 

ey could. 

It was their prope , and they had the right to-do with it the 
best they could, and no one at that time seemed to have any objec- 
tion to the idea that the stock of the canal was to be owned 
entirely abroad, any more than we have any seeming objection at 
this moment of time that the stock of the Union Pacific Railroad 
and the Central Pacific Railroad are owned abroad. Quite a 
maily of the stock of both of these great corporations is owned 
abroad. 

But at that time the question was not one that had been pub- 
licly agitated, and these gentlemen doubtless did not feel the em- 
barrassment that they feel now about a suggestion of that kind. 
Mr. Edmunds came into this body when it was in executive ses- 
sion, in order that no bad 5 might get out over the world 
in respect of what we were going to do or thought we had a right 
to do. He had a resolution passed requiring the Committee on 
Foreign Relations to make inquiry into this subject, and to ascer- 
tain upon what terms the Uni States could be permitted to 
take hold of this charter and build the road. That was the pur- 
port of the resolution; I do not know the terms of it, but that was 
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the purpose of it. And of course the committee, following the 
lead of the Senate, had executive sessions in to it. The 
ident of the Construction Company and the president of the 
ritime Canal 83 were summoned before the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and several of the directors and their clerks, 
and we examined carefully into the whole matter. Then the 
question arose, on the suggestion of the Senate committee, upon 
what terms will this corporation place its contract in the power 
of the United States? Negotiations, you may call them, were held 
between the committee and the owners of the franchise, and the re- 
sult was that certain terms were considered to be acceptable on 
both sides. It was probable that the terms agreed upon would be 
acceptable on both sides, and the Senate committee embodied those 
terms in a bill and reported it to this body. It never had a hear- 
ing here for the want of time, but an able report was made, which 
was signed by every member of the committee, favoring the plan 
and favoring the acquisition of the contract, as far as was per- 
missible, for the benefit of the United States. 

Now, I have brought this matter up, Mr. President, to the 

int where it rests at the present moment, and the question is, 
Will the United States buy this property from these men at the 
price and on the terms presented in the penan In. Thatis the 
question. It is their property; it is not ours. ey did not really 
come here to sell it, although they may now be anxious to do so, 
Jam not prepared to say that they are or that they are not. Butit 
is their property. They have paid for it. They acquired it under 
guaranties from the Government of the United States of the most 
solemn character; at least, that the Government had notany right 
to put terms upon them that would so embarrass them as that 
they would be compelled to surrender their property to this Gov- 
ernment. 

The first bill that was ented here was not upon the idea that 
the Government should become a stockholder, but that the stocks 
should remain in the Treasury of the United States, "ie disposed 
of along with the bonds for the purpose of raising fhoney. The 
company said. We are unable to negotiate that scheme if you 

ut it forward. There will be a very large additional cost and a 

oss to the Government and a loss to usif the proposition goes 
into that shape,” and they objected to it. Nevertheless, the com- 
mittee were in favor of it. They never intimated that they would 
agree to it, but we thought we had compulsory power nels 
over them to compel them to doit. That is the way we thought 
about it. We thought it was just, at least that it was nearly so, 
and that it was wise, and we would compel them to do it. 

The proposition that the Governmentof the United States should 

me a older in this company came from the Maritime 
Canal Company through their authorized agents. They said, Take 
the stock; take seventy million of the stock; let it 3 stock; 
and take it as a consideration for the guaranty of these bonds. 
Then that will leave us a sum of money to be distributed in bonds 
or stocks to Nicaragua and Costa Rica and the present owners of 
the concession, out of which we can get pay for what we have put 
in there, and that is all we are claiming.” 

The proposition for the Government to become a stockholder 
originated in the mind of some of the gentlemen who owned this 
concession, and in the mind of the Senators who were there rep- 
resenting the Government in that committee. 

Now, I should like to know whether, if we defeat the pending 
bill, any man in the world can justly say to the owners of this 
concession, ** You have not got the right nbw to dispose of it for 

our own benefit in any market where you can find a purchaser.” 
How can we ever place ourselves in an attitude so di ble 
and so unjust toward our own people? After we have rejected 
overtures, if you please, though they are not overtures, for the 
sale of this property, after we have refused to buy it, after we 
have he sa to have anything to do with it, how can we then 
turn to these men and say, You shall not dispose of this prop- 
erty to some foreign power or some foreign people?” 

And yet, Mr. President, we ought to say one thing or the other. 
They complain, and they have complained bitterly all the time, 
that the overture made by the Committee on Foreign Relations by 
the order of the Senate to the owners of these concessions so far 
crippled them in the markets of this country and abroad as that they 
could do nothing whatever with their bonds or their stocks after 
that date. They would go toa banker and say, ‘‘ Here, we want 
to place these bonds; here is ample security,” and all that. The 
banker would respond to them, as has been doneon many occasions, 
Jour security is good; your provesty is valuable; the guaranties 
are all right; but we know that when we start this project and get 
this canal on foot the United States will be compelled tocome and 
take it away from you, and then we shall have to give up our 
3 and the prospect of the profit that we expect to realize 

entering into the negotiation with you, and we do not choose 
to do it; itis too risky. If you were free, as a railroad company, 
to make your negotiations without the intervention of the Gov- 
ernment, that would be all well; but we understand perfectly well 
that no canal can be built through Nicaragua unless it is under 
the patronage and under the protection of some particular gov- 
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ernment that has to be strong enough to take care of it, and that 
Government is the United States, and therefore we are unwilling 


to 15 se, cig oney.” 

ow, Mr. President, Icontemplate the idea of these men seeking 
another market with their concessions with a great deal of dissat- 
isfaction and very serious apprehension. A doctrine has gone 
forth. I do not know who was the author of it, but he was a great 
man, whoever he was, and he lived somewhere between the days 
of Monroe and the days of Mr. Hayes. The doctrine is generally 
attributed to Gen Grant. Probably he might have been the 
author of it. It was couched in very terse words, Iremember to 
have seen it used in the dispatches of Mr. Evarts. The canal 
through the Isthmus of Darien must be an American canal under 
American control.” 

I believe that Mr. Evarts, whom we all honor, was the author 
of this true, patriotic, and noble sentence. It will never be 
changed while America is worthy of its glorious name. That 
doctrine has fast hold upon the conscience and heart of every true 
American under the flag of the country. There is not one man 
who is a true American who is willing to yield or abandon it. I 
number myself amongst the class who adhere to it with absolute 
pertinacity; and without und. to make any rash expression 
or anything that appears to be pertinent to an existing or pros- 
pective state of affairs, I do not hesitate to announce that I would 
not consent that any European power should go into Nicaragua 
and drixe this company out of their concession and take the place 
of the United States, as we now have it, and build this canal. I 
should never consent to that; and I would resort to any kind of 
force which might be necessary to prevent a result so damaging 
and so disgraceful as that would be to this country. 

Now, I will suppose that we have defeated this bill and, after 
we have defeated it, that no man can turn to the Maritime Canal 
Company or to any other company and say, ‘‘ We have got some 
lien, moral, legal, or equitable, upon your franchise;” no man can 
turn around and say they are under any obligation whatever in 
the disposition of this great property for which they paid and 
which we encouraged them to buy; we must in honor then say to 
them, Go where you will and sell it to whom you will, you have 
as much right to do it as an Alabama planter a right to sell 

is bale of cotton in London or in Paris, and to choose his mar- 
ket.” I will suppose, then, that this bill is defeated, and I will 
suppose that these men go to England and tender to the British 
Government precisely the situation we are in here to-day, and 
they should say to the British Parliament. Give us a charter in 
the very words of the American charter, mutatis mutandis, give 
us this identical charter, pass the bill which was reported by the 
Committee on the Nicaraguan Canal to the Senate of the United 
States, claim for yourselves the $70,000,000 of stock there, advance 
the $100,009,000 of guaranty which was necessary to build the 
canal, Peyon the little pittanċe we have näed here of four 
and a millions in this canal, pay it back to us, and give us 
seven millions of paid-up stock in the concern; pass your bill 
through Parliament in the very words of this bill, and give 
us the charter in the very language of the American charter, 
and you shall have the rights we have acquired under these con- 
cessions.” 

Mr. President, who can estimate the excitement which would 
occur in the United States upon the passage of a bill like that 
through the Parliament of Great Britain? How are we to pre- 
ventit? We may say that this is to be an American canal under 
American control, but before we can say that to Great Britain 
under the circumstances which I have just been announcing 
to-day, which are absolutely the fact, you have got to break down 
a treaty between Great Britain and Ni and also you have 
got to discard and ignore a treaty between the United States and 

icaragua, both of which are in the same terms. By a treaty 
made between Great Britain and Nicaragua ten years before our 
treaty was in existence, in 1858, eight years after the date of the 
Clayton-Bulwer treaty, Great Britain has precisely the powers 
and rights in Nicaragua which we have under our treaty made 
ten years later. There is a little story connected with that—not 
a story, but a piece of history which has not been very much com- 
mented Papen although it is in our diplomatic correspondence— 
which will illustrate rather forcibly, perhaps, the statecraft and 
statesmanship and diplomatic skill of the British Government as 
compared with ours. : 

en Mr. Cass was Secretary of State, he negotiated a treaty 
with Ayun—I think he was the man who negotiated it, though per- 
haps it may have been some other. That treaty was drawn up 


with t care. It is the same treaty which ten years or twelve 
years later we negotiated and concluded a second time with Nica- 
ragua. That treaty was made and already drawn up and agreed 


upon when the British Government sent out a special commis- 
sioner to Nicaragua toarrange certain matters between that Gov- 
ernment and Great Britain, including the rights Great Britain 
claimed to exercise and were also conceded to the United States 
under the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. When this British commis- 
sioner got there, he found that the Nicaraguan secretary of state 
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had already agreed to a treaty with the United States, and he suc- 
ceeded in ading him that the United States were the bitter 
enemies of Nicaragua; that it would not do to confer upon them 
any such poge and authority, and that they had better make that 
treaty with Great Britain, because Great Britain was a very much 
stronger power than the United States, especially as a naval power. 
He succeeded in taking that treaty out of the hands of the Nicara- 
guan Government and copying it—for he copied it literally—and 
got it signed as a treaty between Great Britain and Nicaragua; 
and it took this Government ten years to get a treaty in identical 
terms with Nicaragua granting us the right to build a canal or a 
railroad through her territory. Now, this concession, this law, 
the act of incorporation, and all that we have done in regard to 
it, is predicated upon that treaty between the United States and 
Nicaragua; and yet when we come to look over the field we find 
that Nicaragua had granted to Great Britain the same powers and 
privileges precisely, word for word, ten years sooner. 2 

How did we happen to manage to get ahead of Great Britain on 
that? Merely by the fact that our enterprising citizens, the very 
men whom we are now pulling up by the ears and questioning 
80 severely about everything, went there and got this conces- 
sion. That was all. e were first in time, and being first in 
time, were first in right. Now, discard it, throw it away, have 
nothing to do with it, spurn it, put your foot upon it, drive those 
men out of this Senate Chamber, and I should like to know whether 

our doctrine that this is an American canal under American con- 
is going to prevail against the British right to have exactly 
the sam concession from the very same people whom we are now 
casting away? Whether they would do it, or whether they would 
not, I do not know, but I do not care, after we have taxed these 
men to the extent we have, about making them lose the $4,500,000 
that they have expended, besides $7,000,000 of stock which they 
claim in the enterprise, I do not care about compelling them to 
throw that all away, or to burn it up as a sacrifice on the altar of 
their patriotism. I do not feel well to doa mean thing like that. 
No American can fail to blush clear behind his ears when the 
question comes up whether we shall contemptuously kick these 
men out of doors simply because they come here and offer to us as 
a bargain this canal, which would make us worth $100,000,000 
more than the canal will cost in fifteen years from the date of its 
construction, f 

How, then, are we to prevent these men from going to Great 
Britain, or, after we have destroyed their hope and power of 
realizing this matter in money and of building this canal, how 
are we to prevent Nicaragua from saying, The Congress of the 
United States has abandoned the project and the Government of 
Great Britain has got a right to come in?” 

Mr. President, I insist upon this bill being passed, or I insist 
upon its being defeated right now. We have matters lying just 
in front of us. They relate to the arbitration of matters of 
difference between the Government of the United States and the 
Government of Great Britain.” I want to know what those mat- 
ters of difference are. I want to know what we are signing our 
names to when we put them to that paper, and whether it includes 
differences about our rights to go to Nicaragua and Costa Rica 
and establish an American canal under American control. I want 
to pass this bill so that Great Britain shall have her fair oppor- 
tunity to say to us: This matter will be in difference between 
us.” Well, if a matter gets in difference between us relating to 
the Monroe doctrine, relating to the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, relat- 
ing to the rete eee Nicaragua and the United States, or a 
treaty between Nicaragua and Great Britain, I want to know it; 
and if it is to be a difference of the sort which involves the dis- 
claimer of that great utterance, ‘* This is to be an American canal 
under American control,” I want to know that. I want to know 
whether I am willing or prepared, or anybody else here is, to set- 
tle a difference of that kind or a difference in respect to the Monroe 
doctrine by a court to be established through the umpirage of King 
Oscar, or whether it is to be settled by the strength of the power o; 
therightarm of the United States, duly exerted in defense and pro- 


tection of our rights. That is why want this bill acted upon 
now. I want to know what the Congress of the United States 
intends to do about it. 


Then I want to know after that what the Government of Great 
Britain intends to do about it. Then I shall be prepared to under- 
stand what are the matters of difference between the United 
States and Great Britain. I conceive that there are no such mat- 
ters of difference; that there will be none, because if it is possible 
to work an estoppel at all upon the conscience of a government 
that eg i has become absolute by the fact that Great Britain 
obtained m Nicaragua a treaty, in the identical terms, ten 
years sooner than our treaty was signed—the very treaty upon 
which we are predicating this action, the very treaty which justi- 
fies us in every step we have taken or propose to take. Great 

Britain obtained the same concessions, or the same treaty rights 
from Nicaragua. but we, having been first in pat of fact in 
obtaining the concessions under that treaty and in acting upon 


them by legislation in 8 she is estopped from saying that 
as 


we have not as much she has, because we have got the 
same rights under the yton-Bulwer treaty that she has, and 
we have the same rights under the Nicaragua treaty that she has. 
So I regard the question as being absolutely settled, and the report 
of the committee fully sets forth the ground upon which we have 
rested that branch of this case. 

This bill, Mr. President, deals with two Republics, two sover- 
eign Republics. How did we ever get aright to 75 in res 
to the governmental powers of Nicaragua and Rica? 0 
got it under the treaty of which Iam speaking; we got it under 
the concession on which this legislation is based; we got it under 
a provision in that concession that New York should be the office 
of the company, and that this body of gentlemen who received 
this concession might apply to any Government they chose fer the 
purpose of getting corporate authority under the protection of 
sovereign power to build this canal, naming New York as the 
place where the central office was to be. Jof those men were 
Americans. The transaction was entirely with the people of the 
United States, and had in p t the granting of authority by 
Congress for the execution of that concession by the company of 
execution named in the bill, called the Maritime Canal Company 
of Nicaragua, the name which we adopted. That company of 
execution was to be created by some other Government than that 
of Nicaragua. Why? Because Nicaragua felt that she did not 
have the power to maintain and enforce its rights and powers if 
they were assailed by some great power. Where did she go? To 
this great Republic, her sister, in whom she has had the most per- 
fect confidence, almost blind confidence, from the time she 
adopted our form of government. 

eare dealing with two Republics. Those Republics are stock- 
holders in the Maritime Canal Company, and this bill poo 
that the Republic of the United States shall be also a stockholder. 
They are represented by directors. They have reserved to them- 
selves in the concessions a certain part of the stock that we are 
providing for. We have reserved the right here to alter, amend, 
or repeal that charter. Can we deal with Republics like Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica in this ordinary legislative way as we deal with 
private citizens, otherwise than through the stipulations of treaties 
and through their consent to our legislation? 

The original charter which we granted to this company, of which 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica were members, provided for stock that 
e te amount to $200,000,000. In this bill wə have changed it 
and provided that— 

The ital stock of the Maritime Canal Com of N: shall 
sist of 1,000,000 shares, of $100 each. ai 3 ae 

Making 8100, 000, 000. Then we come to some definitions of what 
the terms mean. 2 

That the words “the N Canal,” when 


icaragua ever used 
act to which this is an amendment, shall be held to include all real and per- 
and franchises, railroads, piers, channels, 


equipment, ä operation of the said interoceanic canal made 
f or under 

or to be 

granted by 

There we were and are legislating for these two Republics and 
putting our laws and the power of our laws into the very bosom 
of their sovereignty, but with their consent. We are not sover- 
eigns over them. but we exercise, with their consent, certain sov- 
ereign powers within their limits and with their cooperation, 

Then this company in the process of its organization and oper- 
ation created some debts and sold some of their stock and some 
of their bonds. The bill provides with the extremest care that all 

f these engagements must be absolutely taken up, liquidated, and 
canceled before the act shall go into effect; and that must be done 
to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States. 

The United States are then authorized in section 3 to subscribe 
for $70,000,000 of this $100,000,000 of stock, the stock to be issued 
and placed in the Treasury of the United States precisely as Great 
Britain placed the stock of the Suez Canal in her treasury as an 
asset of the treasury, and that is to be done now, and the consider- 
ation for doing that is as follows: 

Which stock shall be issned in consideration of the guaranty by the United 
States of the bonds of said company hereinafter provided for, and shall be 
regarded as fully paid and nonassessable. In addition thereto 70,000 shares of 
nonassessable capital stock of said Maritime Canal Company of Nica: 
shall be issued and delivered to such person or persons as may be designa: 
by those stockholders of the said company whose stock has been surrendered 
and canceled, as hereinbefore required. 

It will take more than that amount of stock to liquidate the 
. of this company. They will have to go 
down into their pockets to get the money to do it, 

The next prosan in the bill vacates the office of the present 
directors and appoints 11 directors, 8 of whom shall be appointed 


by the President of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. One shall be appointed as a director by 
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the ublic of Nicaragua, and 1 shall be appointed as a director 
by the Republic of Costa Rica, and I- making all be a director 
for the other stockholders of the 5 Beyond the amount 
of $7,000,000 of shares it is oe t private individuals can 
get into this corporation at all. It is exclusively governmental— 
seventy millions of it belonging to the Government of the United 
States, six and a half millions belonging to the Government of 
Nicaragua, reserved in the charter—that is a reservation of the 
charter—and a million to the Government of Costa Rica, also re- 
served inthecharter. Soitis a governmental establishment, with 
the mere provision that less than one-seventh of the stock of the 
company may be in the hands of private holders. 

Now observe what a total reversal that is of the doctrine with 
which we originally set out in this matter and which the Govern- 
ment set out with when it reversed the Zavala treaty. That 
treaty was rejected because it was a governmental affair and led 
to entangling alliances. The Government then preferred that 
the canal should all be in the ownership of private people with 

vernmental protection. Now we have reversed the thing until 
fhe clamor in the United States is that “ we are in favor of this 
canal if the Government can only own it, but we do not want to 
have any private man tohave anything to do with it.” That is now 
the complaint. It seems to me that that objection is raised merely 
for the sake of defeating any action at all. But, however that 
may be, I impute no motives to anybody. We have now got it 
just as close to absolute governmental ownership as it is possible 
to get it without usurping the sovereignty of Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica. They make a concession, in which they say expressly, 
“This concession shall not be sold to any foreign government, but 
they may get the stock; they may organize the company.” An 
interest in it may not only be sold, but the concession itself pro- 
vides for the open bidding on the part of the government, so that 
all may come in and take stock. That has n observed; that 
has been gone through with. The opportunity was offered to 
foreign governments to take stock, but they did not take it. Now 
the opportunity is offered to the United States Government to 
take it, and the question is whether they will. 

These eight directors are to be men who have no interest in this 
canal company. I had better read that provision. It as follows: 

The board of directors of the Maritime Canal Oompany of 8 Shall 
consist of eleven directors, one to be appointed by Costa Rica, one by Nica- 
ragua,and one by the stockholders o: e Maritime Canal Company other 

than the said Governments, and eight to be a nted by the President of 


the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and 
removable by the ent of the United States for cause. In case of a 


vacancy in the membership of directors ap ted by the President the same 
shall be filled by appointment by the dent, in the same manner, for the 
unexpired term. t no directors ap ted by the President of the United 
States shall own, directly or in y, eor ook or interest in 
said 8 nor shall any stockholder. director, officer, or — ee be 
conn in any manner with or inte y or indirectly, in any 


contract made by the said company for implements, equipment, material, or 
80 with the construction, equi; 
rs 


an connected 
canal, and not more than four of said directo: 
political party. 

I regard that as enough. It meets all the objections which have 
been made here. Then th 


© bill provides for the succession in 
office of the directors: 


The treasurer of said Maritime Canal Company shall give bond to said com- 
pany in such sum as may be fixed by the board of directors. 

The directors are to receive a compensation of $5,000 a year, and, 
in addition to that, their actual traveling expenses, and each di- 
rector appointed by the President shall visit the canal and make 
a personal examination of the works at least once each year.” Then 
they are required to send their report to the President of the 
United States, who is required to lay it before Congress with his 
next annual message. 

In order to arrive at the sum of money which has been expended 
in the construction of the canal by the Maritime Canal Company, 
or the Construction Company, an account is to be stated: 

Seo. 7. That as soon as practicable after the passage of this act an account 
shall be stated with the itime Canal Company of Nicaragua, which shall 


include all necessary and ope expenditures which have been made or 
incurred said company or for its account by its agents since the dd day 


ment, or operation of said 
be appointed from one 


of June, 
That is the time they commenced work— 


in and about the construction of said canal, orin any way incident thereto, or 
connected therewith, including all railroad and telegraph lines built by the 
said company, and all administration and promotion expenses. The amount 

ditures shall be ascertained and determined by a commission 


of said expen 
consisting of two members, one of whom shall be 3 by the President 
of the United States and the other by the stockholders of the time Canal 


Com of Nicaragua, whose be surrendered, as hereinbefore 
t and in case the said commissioners should fail to agree upon the 
amount of said expenditures they shall select some third person as arbitrator, 
whose decision in the matter shall be final. For the reimbursement of said 
expenditures so asce ed and in liquidation of the amount thereof, includ- 
ing interest thereon, there shall be issued and delivered to the person or per- 
sons selected by the stockholders of said Maritime Canal 1 of Nica- 
ragua whose stock has been surrendered and canceled as provided for in 
. said company in an . their par 
value to the sum of such D so ascertained, which sum shall not 
in any event exceed $4,500,000 and the interest thereon. 


They are fastened down within that limit. 


bonds so to be issued shall have the 
chee thereon, as provided in section 10 of this 3 tee 3 
the same shall be in satisfaction of all claims against the United States 
or the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua. 

Then the United States has reserved the right to purchase an 
of this $7,000,000 of stock, or the stock of Nicaragua, or the — 
of Costa Rica, paying for it not exceeding the rate of interest at 8 
per cent per annum; but that is to be done by an act of Congress, 
if ever done at all. 

Section 9 provides for an issue of bonds not to exceed $100,000,- 
000 at 3 per cent—3 per cent bonds payable quarterly in denomi- 
nations of not less t „nor more than $1,000.” They are to 
be coupon or . bonds, according to the election of the per- 
sons who take the 


to be dated on the Ist ay of Jara to be payable on the Ist day of July, 
ol 


1926, but redeemable at the pleasure of the United States at any time after 
the Ist day of July, 1906, at with interest at the rate of 3 per cent per 
annum, payable quarterly. 

* * * * 


+ + * 
And said bonds shall be secured by a first mortgage on its property and 


rights of property now existing or hereafter uired, of kinds and 
descriptions, real, and mixed, of all „ rights ot the said 
company, including its rights and franchise to be a co: 


h ration. Such — 4 8 
on for a . fund sufficient for the paymen 
on 12 of 


mo: as the lien u the Ni Canal and of the provision for 
the ng fund shall, ore execution, be approved by the Attorney- 
General of the United States, and the in such mo 8 
be approved wd the Secretary of the Treasury. Said mortgage s dul; 
ip the oftion of y of Gre Teeagery in Weoo Ean eats LDS oene 

e office of the of the m m and in the prope: 
offices in Ni d Costa Rica, 1 tod by the said States; an 


an Rica, to be 
as additional security for the og oe of said bonds, and to save the Uni' 
States harmless 5 of its guaranty of the same, there is hereby 
created a first lien in favor of the United S Nicaragua Canal. 

They have 1,000,000 acres of land conceded to them in absolute 
fee simple title by the Government of Ni and by the time 
the canal is built that 1,000,000 acres of land can not be worth less 
than $5 an acre. It is worth more than $2.50 an acre to-day. It 
is in one of the finest regions of Nicaragua. True, it is a wilder- 
ness region, but the hard wood upon it will pay for the land three 
times over. There is coffee land, sugar land, fruit land of every 
description, and corn land. I can not describe the different vege- 
tables that grow there, because Iam not acquainted with all of 
them; but it is a country of most rich abundance of production. 
A million acres they have absolutely in fee simple. ey bring 
that to us as a dowry, worth more than the stock we give them, 
they having yielded $6,500,000 of stock granted to them in the 
concessions. They transfer that into the hands of the company, 
which means seventy parts of a hundred to the United States. 
Then besides that, they have the unlimited right to take timber, 
stone, and material of every kind from any of the public lands 
in Nicaragua and east of Lake Nicaragua; and from that point 
down to Grey Town it is the rarest thing to find Any Ha ape aments 
There are a few settlers along the San Juan River, but the popu- 
lation of eastern Nicaragua is light—they commenced their set- 
tlements on the western coast. They have cleaned that up 
beautifully, and there is not a more agreeable and attractive 
country in the world than the western part of Nicaragua. It is 
well watered, with fine climate. It is healthful, and abounds in 
all manner of rich production. It has a very fine population. . 

The Indians inhabited that country originally, but they are now 
citizens of Nicaragua. There are no longer any tribal Indians 
there. They, of course, have built their wigwams about through 
the forests for the purpose of living upon the fruit where summer 
always prevails and where they have very little to do to obtain a 
living. That land when it is brought into convenient access by 
the canal will be one of the most beautiful and fertile regions on 
this earth. There is 1,000,000 acres. In addition, on the public 
land, they have a right to overflow as far as the canal can pos- 
sibly reach or there is any necessity for an overflow. 

Now, these bonds are to be signed and deposited in the Treasury 
of the United States. They are to be issued to the company, the 
whole $100,000,000 are to be signed and deposited in the Treasury 
of the United States. They— 


shall be issued by the Secretary of the Treasury from time to time to the 
said Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua — as the work on the Nica- 
ragua Canal progresses, as hereinafter provided. Before the issue of 
bonds by the Secretary of the he shall cause to be engraved an 
pes and duly executed on each of said bonds the guaranty of the Uni 
tates, in the words and figures following, to wit: The United States of 
America guarantees to the lawful holder of this bond the yment by the 
said bond and 
the Treasury is 


Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua of the principal oi 
the interest thereon as it accrues.” And the Secretary of the 

hereby authorized and directed, if the interest on said bonds as it becom 
due is not paid into the 8 the United States by the Maritime Canal 
ü oak of Nicaragua, to pay the same, and the sum required for that pur- 
pose is hereb appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
a pope ed: d all payments of principal of said bonds or the interest 

ereon shall be made through the Treasury of the United States. 


In the event of a failure on the part of the company to pay in- 
terest on the bonds, instead of ying interest at 3 per cent on 
these sums, interest is to be paid at 4 per cent, and the account is 
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to be stated whenever the interest is due and payable, so that the 


amount of accumulated interest bears interest at the rate of 4 


per cent. 
Out of its net earnings each year the said corporation shall „ first, the 
interest upon the bonded deb teed by the Uulteg Stat ; second, 


th eclare, out of the balance of the net earnings, a dividend upon the 
ptosis de nice year 833 5 per cont and the balance of the net earnings, if 
any there be, shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States and con- 
stitute a sinking fund for the payment of the principal and interest of the 
mortgage. All dividends d upon stock owned by the United States shall 
sen he ee into said si g fund, and the Secretary of the Treasu 
p as possible, apply the same to the extinguishment of said mort- 
gage debt. 
There we set apart 70 per cent of the net earnings of this canal 
for a sinking fund in the hands of the Government. 
I now come to a point about which there has been heretofore 
t difficulty, as to which concession has been made by the 
ouse committee—and I make it, too, and the committee over 
which I have the honor to preside makes it cheerfully: 


That the said canal shall be constructed under the supervision and accord- 
ing to the piana and specifications prepared by the eer Department of 
the United States Army. ' 

What more can any reasonable man demand as to the location, 
plans, or specifications than is here conceded? ae 

Nothing is actually located by this bill, except that it is to pass, 
of course, under the concession, through Nicaragua, They may 
put it entirely in the bed of the San Juan River if they want 
to; they may take the old Child 3 or the old Lull survey. 
and adopt it if they wish; they may take the Menocal survey and 
adopt it if they prefer; but Whatever they adopt, the plans and 

ifications shall be prepared by the Engineer Department of 
the United States Army. Now, that is putting it sufficiently, I 
suppose, into the hands of the Government of the United States 
- to tify the reasonable demands of any person in regard to it. 

ere is another important power in the hands of the President 
under this bill: 

The President of the United States, upon the recommendation of the Chief 
of the Engineer Corps of the United States Army, shall detail three compe- 
tent engineers from the War Department to enter ‘ly the service of 
the Maritime Canal Company, and said engineers s] select one of their 
number as chief engineer, and thereafter shall detail such additional number 
as may be required from time to time by the board of directors for the con- 
eo of eee canal, provided the same can be done without detriment to 

e c service. 

tit shall be the duty of the chief engineer in making his survoja and 
estimates, and of the directors in — contracts, to divide the work into 
such sections and parts as will secure the completion of said canal with the 
utmost expedition, 

That said canal . — shall pay annually into the Treasury of the 
United States the offi aries of said engineer officers while in the em- 
ploy of said company, and, in addition thereto, shall pay to said officers for 
their use 25 per cant of such salaries. 

That the dent of the United States may, and is hereby author in 
his discretion, at any time after ee ea T of this act, to appoint a board of 
three civil engineers, the members of w shall be selected from civil life 


That cuts out Menocal. They are anxious to put him out, and 


out he goes— 

to visit and carefully inspect the route of the said canal and to make and con- 
duct such examinations and inves’ tions in reference to the same as ma 
be deemed necessary, and to rt thereupon to the President of the Uni 
States. And the sum of $200,000 is hereby fe e. for the purposes of 
said examinations and investigations by sai rd of civil engineers. 

Spo. 14. That the board of directors shall quarterly file with the Secre- 
tary of the a detailed statement of the work done and the expenses 
incurred therefor during the preceding quarter, and the amount due and 
payable thereo: ther with all other expanse incurred by said 
and on his nation and approval of said statement he shall issue and 
deliver to said board of directors bonds sufficient at their par value to cover 
the amount approved by him. 


So that not one bond can be issued except upon work done and 
actually approved and a statement thereof laid before the Secre- 
Nreasury 


et of the 
ere are other careful restrictions on the powers of the cor- 
poration: 

Serc. 15. That the said Maritime Canal Se A 
or mortgages except as herein provided, and shall 
the paper, contract, or obligation of any person, pascor 


shall not issue any bonds 
not indorse or guarantee 
or corporation 


wha ver, except as herein provided, and no contrac be entered into 
or aer made by said company beyond the amount of bonds authorized 
we issued by this act. 


EC. 16. That the bonds so issued to said directors shall be disposed of b 
them at not less than their par value, and the proceeds arising from each 
sales shall be d into the treasury of the canal company, and, except as 
hereinbefore provided, shall be used for the extinguishment of the company’s 
inde ess cont after the appointment, by the President of the 
United States, of the eight directors herein provided for. 

Src. 17. That Congress shall at all times have the porer to alter, amend, or 
repeal this act, and this act shall be null, void, and of no effect if the Mari- 
time Canal Company of Nicaragua shall fail tocomply with the requirements 
of section 3 of act and to communicate to the retary of the Treasury 
its acceptance of the terms and conditions of this act within nine months 
from the passage thereof. 


If there can be anything more conservative or safer than is 
found in this bill, I do not see how human ingenuity is going to 
devise it, provided the company has power to do any workin com- 
plying with the terms of the concessions, Some gentlemen may 

loath to enter into an engagement of this kind on behalf of the 
Government because it contemplates the issue of bonds and the 
guaranty of the United States for their payment. You must 


remember that this bill so provides that the President of the 
United States can stop the issue of bonds at any moment. If he 
finds that we are going in a wrong direction, that a false step has 
been taken, that the canal is not feasible, or that it is going to cost 
too much, or that there is some question between ourselves and 
some other Government that interferes, the President of the 
United States can stop it at once. He has the power to withhold 
the issue of bonds, and of course that stops everything. We 
could not defer the Dulang of this canal until every contingent 
question that might possibly arise out of it could be brought up 
and settled. We can not afford to wait for it. Ihave stated one 
reason why we can not afford to wait for it, but there are a great 
many others which I can not undertake now to enumerate. Itis 
perfectly obvious, however, it seems to me, that the least reflec- 
tiye man can see that there must be a point where this legislation 
takes effect. Otherwise Nic and Costa Rice can say to us, 
Jou have done nothing. We have waited upon youa long time. 
We want to be excused from it. We intend to be ex We 
intend to have this canal constructed. We do not intend that you 
shall play dog in the manger any longer about it. We want you 
to act and to act decisively, or else say that you will not.” 

Iam informed—I do not know, but I believe it is true, because 
I have been informed by a very eminent diplomatist—that the 

rinci 
toe which caused the union of Honduras, San Salvador, and Nica- 
ragua under what they called a diet, a form of government hay- 
ing reference to outside administration and outside affairs, which 
they call the Greater Republic of Central America, was to facili- 
tate the building of this canal, to bring the powers of all three of 
those Republics in such a manner to the attention of the e of 
the United States and of the executive government that they 
would see the importance of going to work, having some definite 
line of action. 

Mr. President, if the voice of the Senate is against the building 
of the canal as an impracticable scheme, or one that is likely to 
involve us in expenses we can not afford to bear, or to involve us 
in conflicts with foreign governments of which we are afraid 
express it and let these men go—let them have their rights and 
profits—and let us no longer hang as a shadow over them or an 
obstruction between them and other parties who will be only too 
glad to take up the construction of the canal. 

Let me ask every Senator on this floor if he does not believe that 
the Nicaraguan Canal has as good a chance for traffic as the Suez 
Canal? The possibilities, the probabilities, the inducements, the 
field of operation for the of ships from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific Ocean seeking marts of trade through this opening are so 
great that the wisest navigators and the greatest merchants in the 
world do not hesitate to put the annual income, at $1.50 a ton, up 
to $16,000,000 per annum. They do not hesitate to do it. Of course 
there is a variety of opinions on this subject; but take the most 
intelligent men, inni eya Commodore Maury and coming 
down to date, and you will find that the consensus of opinion is 
overwhelming in favor of the proposition that we will at least get 
8,000,000 tons, at $1 a ton, and at $1 a ton that would be $8,000,000. 
Set apart $1,000,000 for maintenance of way, which is a very large 
allowance, and $3,000,000 for the payment of interest on $100,000,000 
if you please, and you have $4,000,000. What else have you got? 
At $1 a ton you have $4,000,000 for dividends, in which the Gov- 
ernment has seven-tenths interest, per annum. That is clear profit. 

There is not a government in the world which has the opportu- 
nity to put its money into this enterprise that will not do it the 
very moment we let go, and when we let goof this proposition we 
must e t it to go into the hands of Great Britain, unless weare 
prepared to load our guns and stand by them in defense of the 
doctrine, the inspiring thought, that this must be an American 
canal, under American control. We have come toa point in this 
matter where we have to act. If you throw away this contract, 
after that we can say nothing more about it. Let us not play fast 
and loose. Let us not play like children with a question of this 
kind. Let us either accept it or discard it and take our ground 
where we feel that duty and honor call us. 

I shall not complain at all of any man who takes ground op 
site my views upon this question. I should not think of sucha 
thing; but I say to him, My friend, act now. Come along. I 
am for it, and you are against it. If you have more votes on your 
side than I have, vote it down and let it go. Let us quit it.” 
When you wipe out this concession, you wipe out all chance that 
the United States is ever to get control of the canal unless you do 
it by overpowering Nicaragua and Costa Rica. That is the reason 
why I have been so very anxious that we should bring this matter 
to a conclusion. We are standing in the way of gentlemen who 
have done us no harm, to say the least of it. Neither are the 
mendicants. They are not beggars for favor from us; but if 
would speak of them as I feel, I would class them as we know them, 
from their character, to be amongst the noblest and most patriotic 
of our American people. There is not a man connected with the 
Nicaragua Canal, ei with the Construction Company or with 


point in the movement recently taken in Central Amer-- 
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the Maritime Canal Company, who is not a gentleman of great 
excellence, and many of have tations that are appre- 
. ciated and loved by the whole people of the United States. 

Let me read from the report of the committee, because it is 
more succinct than I could otherwise state it, what we claim. 
There is great doubt about what the canal will cost. If I would 
state that my own judgment is that the canal will not cost ex- 
ceeding $70,000,000 when it is finished, you might say I was mad; 
that I had been misled; that 3 had become unbalanced. 
Yet I believe it. But there are others who believe that it will 
cost $150,000,000. Some of them are men of ability and character 
whose opinions are worthy of much consideration. The Commis- 
sion we sent out there, after adding very largely to the estimates 
which had been made before and for causes that I will not nowsto 
to inquire about, reported that it would cost $135,000,000. It 
entirely feasible, they report. There is no doubt about any 
of it. e harbor, the water, the control of the flood, the drought 
every contingency and every circumstance are taken into con- 
sideration. e hundred and thirty-five million dollars is what 
they say it will cost, and the estimates are from that down until 
we come to $70,000,000. Some men who have built great works 
and who have the money to build others are willing to take the 
canal to-day, as their letters show, and to build it upon Menocal’s 
estimate. They are now ready to do it. Now the committee have 
oome to the following conclusion about it: 

Estimating that the canal can be completed in five and placing the 
cost at $150,000,000-- e 2 

As an argument 

estimate—and the expenses 000. um, we 
5 e cent. jes a Svs years of 
$11.250,000 to be added to the cost of the two and a half years being the 
average period of expenditure in its construction. 

Of course, we do not put the bonds out until the work is done. 

The cost of the canal on this estimate would be $161,250,000, and the interest 
thus compounded on this sum for the next ten years after the canal is com- 
ee ee A E 

— te eames period, computed on the lowest basis of ton- 


by anyon 000,000 tons. inclu: passenger 
which is less than the toll rates of the des Canal) 


per annum. 
One million six hundred and sixty-two thousand five hundred 
dollars per annum net profit. There is the lowest computation of 
tonnage, 5,000,000 tons; the highest cost, $150,000,000; interest, 
expense of maintenance, all that put in, and that is the result. 
If every cal-ulation of the owners of these 
ble conjectures 


, and its stock a dividend-pa 
to the cost of the canal at $30, 


o at 9 tons, on the av a th 
tion. The “y 5 


firs terest account on that 

stand thus at the date of the ng of the canal: Interest accumulated 
while the work is in progress, . the canal 000,- 
000. The interest on this sum for ten years, at Fiance ded ym) 


for operating expenses $10,000,000, and the entire 


that pe 
The income at $1.50 ton, including r fares, would be 
per ae ce or $146,000.000 for the first ken Tears that the canal isin 
This is not an extrav: t estimate when it is compared with 
the Suez Canal, which 
000,000 in al 


8 “tho Arst ten years „ 12727800000 

net ‘or on 

FF “Phe Suez pays in dividends 
per 


The Suez Canal pow tare 18} per cent, as I have shown: Fs 
tables which I laid before the Senate to-day. We take the medium 
between that, 7} per cent. Certainly we are on safe ground. 

The Suez Canal pays in dividends 8} per cent on asum that makes the value 
of the stock in the market at least four times its par value. 

When I wrote this report it was only a little over four times. 
Now it is nearly six, so rapid is the growth of the value of the 
property. 

Co; intervened in the effort to control the construction and future 
direction of this canal for the purpose of regulating the cost of it in order to 
prevent it from being too great a burden upon our commerce, especially in 
our coastwise trade. 


The other advantages of such control, while trare very t. are not so 
directly within the reach of O action. Theneu ty of the canal 
by our treaties, apply equally to all nations 


and its innocent use, 
and are properly subject in some respects to the laws of nations. 
In this opening address—perhaps I may not speak any more 
about it; Tdo not know—I will not go into particulars to delay 
and weary Senators, who have trouble enough in listening to me 
- at all; but the subject is one of extreme interest and extreme 

importance. 

. President and gentlemen of the Senate, the committee have 
laced themselves on the solid rock of mathematics as to this bill. 
there is truth in reach of human endeavor to discover it, either 


by calculation based on facts which are known and events which 
are conjectural, or upon the evidence furnished to us by the Suez 
Canal and by the Sault Ste. Marie Canal, these rts cover and 
t that truth, and what we have to do and all we have to do 
respect of the financial question concerned here is to ascertain 
what the investment must be, how long it will take to build the 
canal, what the custom of it will be in the way of tolls, and what 
the receipts from that custom ought to be, say, at $1 or $1.50 ton. 

If Europe and the world can afford to pay the Suez Canal $1.87 
a ton for sending its commerce through that canal, they certainly 
can afford to pay us $1.50 or $1 a ton, and we do not pro to do 
an else than to lower our rates so as to bring a large part 
of the traffic of the world through this canal, although it is not 
necessary for its maintenance or its profit that we should divert 
a single ship from the Suez Canal. 

Mr. President, if I should undertake to discuss this question as 
far as I should like, or as far as the suggestions that arise in my 
mind seem to require me to do, I should detain the Senate ver 
much too long, both for its own patience and for my personal wel- 
fare. I will therefore leave the subject now in the hands of the 
Senate, and will undertake, if any objections are raised to it, to 
do my best to answer those objections without passion or preju- 
dice or anything of the kind, in a deliberate way, and to present 
the facts, for they are all before us, in answer to any objections 
that may be made to the bill as it is presented. 

I dislike to see the bill amended, because the House has agreed 
upon it after such a patient and full examination, and after the 
House has conceded everything that has been demanded against 
the bill heretofore. I dislike to see it amended, but at the same 
time I would not say that I am adverse to such amendments if 
any Senator here can show good reason why the bill ought to be 
amended, for I want the best bill that can be had. : 

Now, there is not one unclean speck upon this whole business, 
There is nothing connected with it in the nature of a job, or of 
pressure, or even imputation in what is being done here. While 
we all know that it would gratify the gentlemen who belong to 
these companies, what is being done here is done on the motion 
of the Senate of the United States. We originated it. We did it 
in executive session. We have interfered with these people. We 
tried to get this contract out of their possession on terms that 
were agrees tous. They never asked us to do it, and they never 
would have asked us. They had no occasion to ask us. But they 
would have felt mortified, as we all would, to have found that the 
power of money in Great Britain was so great and abundant and 
so supreme that those people over there could take anything we 
were concerned in and finance it and work it because of our sup- 
posed pores: 

Mr. President and gentlemen of the Senate, our po here is all 
supposition. Seventy millions of people, or eighty millions of peo- 
ple, in a country like we have here, are able to do what any other 
people in this world would have ever ventured to do, or will ever 
venture todo. I can show this to the Senate by the e ience of 

tlemen here, old and young, all of whom have looked in the face 

e facts to which I am about to refer. I can show to them that 
within the last thirty or forty years of our national experience 
the people of the United States under this form of government, 
under this flag, and upon this continent, are able to survive and 
outlive and grow rich upon any misfortunes that can possibly 
befall them. 

About thirty years ago I saw the fairest part of thisland almost 
covered in ashes. The smoking ruins sent their columns of grief 
to the skies. It is the most beautiful land there is upon this con- 
tinent. There were left there, as an inheritance of those people, 
conflicts with other races that seemed to challenge not merely the 
powers of manhood but the powers of divinity itself to overcome, 
and I have seen opposed to those same people the power of a great 
government that they had to overcome. Yet I have seen the 
wealth, the enterprise, the honesty, the firmness, the courage of 
men rise above these low conditions, and they have rebuilt a 
coun in thirty years than which there is not to-day a more 
beautiful or a more lovely country in this world. No man need 
ever attempt to convince me that the American people have not 
got it in their power to accomplish anything that they think they 
e to do that is right in the eyes of God and man and honor- 
able in the history of nations. — 

Here is a duty lying before us that we ought to thank God for 
the opportunity of performing. From the time of the visit of Co- 
lumbus to these shores down through every age of that long period 
almost every enlightened government in the world has been ex- 
cited on the subject of finding a communication right through the 
waist of this hemisphere so that the union might be completed 
between the Pacific and the Atlantic in zones where there were 
peace and harmony and sunlight and breezes to create and increase 
the happiness of nations and of men. Many of the greatest men 
have been thinking of it and projecting it for years and years, and 
all intelligent men have | for its consummation. Millions 
of dollarsof money, thousands of lives, have been expended in these 
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explorations, and the world has no more idea of giving up the 

completion of this canal than the Christian world has of giving u 

the millennium. It is fixed in their minds that it is to be comple 
When was there a grander opportunity? When was man ever 


called upon in performing the high functions that he holds in 
virtue of his dominion over this world to do a nobler and a more 
worthy thing than that of assistingin building this canal through 
the waist of this hemisphere? Who can shrink from it and go to 
his grave feeling that he has honored the opportunities that God 
has given him to make for his country wealth, glory, power, and 
splendor? Giveusthat canal: plant us there ina position of powerful 
influence, for it can not be less than that, in the midst of these great 
continents, with our form of government, our traditions, our pur- 
poses, our prospects, and the influence that we have already gath- 
ered and will gather around the majestic character of the American 
nation, which has already ascended above the nations like the 
monument to Washington stands above the plains of the Poto- 
mac; give us that attitude in the midst of this hemisphere, and 
then we can expect, then we can know that our grand sever 
ment of the right and power of man in self-government 
spread its influence not over this hemisphere alone, but will hold 
its position there against the united world. Then weshall not be 
out of harmony with the age in which we live; then we can live 
in the happiness of great duties well performed; then we shall not 
be in an apologetic position with respect to foreign countries. 
Neither shall we be domineering in this country; but, standing in 
thelight of God's own truthas He has given it tous, and, as I believe, 
it has been materialized, concentrated, and crystallized in the 
Constitution of the United States, we will be the most powerful 
people on this earth. Ithank God that He has given me as an in- 

ividual man, as 1 am, in the Senate of the United States, the 
opportunity of raising my voice in favor of this bill. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. HILL. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business. After twenty-seven minutes 
spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o'clock 
and 15 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
Tuesday, January 19, 1897, at 12 o'clock meridian. 


NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate January 18, 1897. 
COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

Thomas D. Byrum, of North Carolina, to be collector of cus- 
toms for the district of Albemarle, in the State of North Carolina, 
to succeed Kenneth R. Pendleton, whose term of office has ex- 
pired by limitation. 

POSTMASTERS. 
ter at Rockwell City, in the county 
Iowa, in the place of Joseph C. Thorne, 


John R. Lucas, to be 
of Calhoun and State 
deceased. 


Alpha R. Young, to be postmaster at Caldwell, in the county of 
oema and State of Kansas, in the place of William A. Sturm, 
removed. 

Francis M. Mumford, to be postmaster at St. Francisville, in the 
parish of West Feliciana and State of Louisiana, the name of the 
office having been changed from Bayou Sara to St. Francisville. 
Mr. Mumford was originally appointed July 15, 1886, and has been 
continued since the office became Presidential. His present com- 
mission will expire March 29, 1897. : 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Subsistence Department. 

Col. Thomas C. Sullivan, assistant commissary-general of sub- 
sistence, to be Commissary-General of Subsistence with the rank 
of brigadier-general, from January 18, 1897, vice Morgan, retired 
from active service. 

Cavalry arm. 

Capt. Louis Henry Rucker, Ninth Cavalry, to be major, January 
18, 1897, vice Kennedy, Fourth Cavalry, retired from active service. 

Capt. Eli Lundy 8 Cavalry, to be major, January 
13, 1897, vice Kramer, Si Cavalry, retired from active service. 

First Lieut. Philip Pendleton Powell, adjutant Ninth Cavalry, 
to „ January 13, 1897, vice Rucker, Ninth Cavalry, pro- 
moted. 

First Lieut. Lloyd Milton Brett, adjutant Second Cavalry, to be 

tain, January 13, 1897, vice Huggins, Second Cavalry, promoted. 

ond Lieut. George Tayloe Langhorne, Third Cay „to be 

first lieutenant, December 11, 1896, vice Brown, First Cavalry, 
promoted. 

Second Lieut. Uyas Grant Kemp, Eighth Cavalry, to be first 
lieutenant, Decem 15, 1896, vice Bullock, Seventh Cavalry, 


Second Lieut. Charles Young, Ninth Cavalry, to be first lieu- 
tenant, December 22, 1896, vice Baldwin, Seventh Cavalry, ap- 
pointed commissary of subsistence, who resigns his line commis- 
sion. 

Second Lieut. Alfred Charles Merillat, Eighth Ca to be 
first lieutenant, December 22, 1896, vice Knight, Third Cavalry, 
appointed assistant quartermaster, who resigns his line commis- 
sion. 

Second Lieut. Robert Bruce Wallace, Second Cavalry, to be first 
lieutenant, January 4, 1897, vice Brainard, Second Cavalry, ap- 
pointed commissary of subsistence, who resigns his line commis- 


sion. 
Second Lieut. Francis Cutler Marshall, Eighth Ca to be 
first lieutenant, January 5, 1897, vice Cruse, Sixth Cav: „ap- 


pointed assistant quarter master, who resigns his line commission. 
Infantry arm. 

First Lieut. James Berryman Jackson, Seventh Infantry, to be 
captain, December 22, 1896, vice A. H. Jackson, Seventh Infantry, 
appointed pa: who resigns his line commission. 

Second Lieut. Joseph Dugald Leitch, Twenty-fourth Infantry, 
to be first lieutenant, December 22, 1896, vice Jackson, Seventh 
Infantry, promoted. e 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate January 18, 1897. 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
David R. Francis, of Missouri, to be Secretary of the Interior, 
PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Pay Department, 7 
Lieut. Col. George William Candee, deput T- 
to be assistant 5 with the Saa of c aoa 
Maj. Alfred Elliott Bates, paymaster, to be deputy paymaster- 
general with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 
INDIAN AGENT. 


Frederick Treon, of Crowcreek, S. Dak., to be agent for the 
Indians of the Crow Creek nmcy, in South Dakota, in lieu of his 
ition as agent for the Indians of the Crow Creek and Lower 
rulé Agency, the latter agency having been divided and its name 
changed to Crow Creek by the act approved June 10, 1896. 
APPOINTMENT IN THE NAVY. 


Joseph Py, a citizen of Massachusetts, to be an assistant pay- 
master in the Navy. 


PROMOTIONS IN THE MARINE CORPS, 


First Lieut. Littleton W. T. Waller, United States Marine Corps, 
to be a 1 

Second Lieut. Albert S. McLemore, United States Marine Corps, 
to be a first lieutenant. 

Melville J. Shaw, a graduate of the Naval Academy and a citi- 
zen of Minnesota, to be a second lieutenant in the United States 
Marine Corps, from the Ist day of July, 1896, to fill a vacancy ex- 
isting in that grade. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 

Asst. Naval Constructors Lloyd Bankson and John G. Tawresey, 
to be naval constructors in the Navy. 

Holden A. Evans, a citizen of Florida, William P. Robert, a 
citizen of Mississippi, Daniel H. Cox, a citizen of New York, 
Thomas G. Roberts, a citizen of Alabama, and Lawrence S. Adams, 
a citizen of Pennsylvania, to be assistant naval constructors in 
the. Navy, from the 1st day of July, 1896. 

Lieut. Commander John P. Merrell, to be a commander. 

Lieut. Commander Joseph G. Eaton, to be a commander. 

Lieut. Charles P. Perkins, to be a lientenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Daniel P. Menefee, to be a lieutenant, 

Ensign Volney O. Chase, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. Benjamin H. Buckingham, to bea lieutenant- commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) John H. Gibbons, to be a lieutenant. 

ign George R. Slocum, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Themas Snowden, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign William G. Miller, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Edwin H. Tillman, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign George W. Kline, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 
Lieut. (Junior Grade) Robert F. Lopez, to be a lieutenant. 
Ensign John P. McGuinness, to be a lieutenant (junior grade), 
Lient. (Junior Grade) Frank W, Kellogg, to be a lieutenant, 
Ensign Joseph Strauss, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 
Lieut. (Junior Grade) John L. Purcell, to be a lieutenant. 
Ensign Charles S. Stanworth, to be a lieutenant Ganor grade). 
Lieut. (Junior Grade) Reuben O. Bitler, to be a lieutenant. 
Ensign Robert L. Russell, to be a lieutenant (junior e). 
Lieut. Commander Seth M. Ackley. to be a commander, 

Lieut. Charles G. Bowman, to be a lieutenant-commander. 
Lieut. (Junior Grade) Herman G. Dresel, to be a lieutenant. 
Ensign Harrison A. Bispham, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 
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Lieut. (Junior Grade) Harry Phelps, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Armistead Rust, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Ensign Geng > Evans, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Commander Colby M. Chester, to be a captain, 

Lieut. Commander William W. Gillpatrick, to be a commander. 

Lieut. William P. Potter, to be a lieutenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Patrick W. Hourigan, to be a lieutenant, 

Ensign Edward W. Eberle, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Commander Charles E. Clark, to be a captain. 

Lieut. Commander Benjamin S. Rich , to be a commander. 

Lieut. William H. Beehler, to be a lieutenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) John B. Bernadou, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Charles M. McCormick, to be a lieutenant (junior e). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Homer C. Poundstone, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Glennie Tarbox, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. Commander Benjamin F. Tilley, to be a commander. 

Lieut. Giles B. Harber, to be a lieutenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Albert A. Ackerman, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign William W. Gilmer, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Albert P. Niblack, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Robert E. Coontz, to be a lieutenant (junior eam. 

Lieut. 2 Grade) William Truxtun, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign William H. G. Bullard, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Commander Charles J. Barclay, to be a captain. 

Lieut. Commander Harry Knox, to be a commander. 

Lieut. Sumner C. Paine, to be a lieutenant-commander. 

Lieut. (Junior Grade) Stokely Morgan, to be a lieutenant. 

Ensign Webster A. Edgar, to be a lieutenant (junior grade). 

Lieut. Commander Clifford H. West, to be a commander. 

P. A. Engineer James P. S. Lawrance, to be a chief engineer. 

Asst. Engineer Walter S. Burke, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer. 

P. A. Engineer Isaac S. K. Reeves, to be a chief engineer. 

Asst. Engineer Oscar W. Koester, to bea passed assistant engi- 
neer. 

P. A. Engineer Wythe M. Parks, to be a chief engineer. 

Asst. Engineer Edward L. Beach, to be a passed assistant engi- 
neer. 

P. A. Engineer Frank H. 5 to be a chief engineer. 

Asst. Engineer Herman O. Stickney, to be a passed assistant 


engineer. 
. A. Engineer George S. Willits, to be a chief engineer. 
Asst. Engineer Louis M. Nulton, to be a passed assistant engineer. 
P. A. Engineer Walter F. Worthington, to be a chief engineer. 
Asst. Engineer John B. Patton, to be a passed assistant engineer. 
Asst. Engineer George W. Danforth, to be a passed assistant 
engineer. 
. A. Paymaster John S. Carpenter, to be a paymaster. 
Asst. Paymaster Philip V. Mohun, to be a passed assistant pay- 


master. 

Paymaster Daniel A. Smith, to be a pay inspector. 

P. A. Paymaster Livingston Hunt, to be a paymaster. 

Asst. Paymaster Martin McMahon Ramsay, to be a passed as- 
sistant paymaster. 

P. A. Pa er John A. Mudd, to be a paymaster. 

Asst. Paymaster Guy G. Rodgers, to be a passed assistant pay- 
master. 

George G. Seibels, a citizen of Alabama, to be an assistant pay- 

master. 

Edmund W. Bonnaffon, a citizen of Pennsylvania, to be an 
assistant paymaster. 

Medical Inspector Daniel McMurtrie, to be a medical director. 

Surg. John L. Neilson, to be a medical inspector. 8 

P. A. Surg. John M. ames to be a surgeon. 

P. A. Surg. Thomas C. sig, to be a surgeon. 

P. A. Surg. Philip Leach, to be a surgeon. 

George D. Costigan, a citizen of California, to be an assistant 


sur m, 

Middleton S. Elliott, a citizen of South Carolina, to be an assist- 
ant surgeon. 

Frank L. Pleadwell, a citizen of Massachusetts, to be an assistant 


surgeon. 

Dudley N. Carpenter, a citizen of New Hampshire, to be an 
assistant surgeon. als 

Daniel H. Morgan, a citizen of West Virginia, to be an assistant 
surgeon. 

POSTMASTERS. 

Winfield S. Mercer, to be rat Albany, in the county 
of Delaware and State of Indiana. 

Lang C. Allen, to be postmaster at Clarksdale, in the county of 
Coahoma and State of Mississippi. 

Edwin L. Drake, to be postmaster at Winchester, in the county 
of Franklin and State of Tennessee. 

David A. Minnich, to be postmaster at York, in the county of 
York and State of Pennsylvania. 

David B. Howerton, to be postmaster at Hallettsville, in the 
county of Lavaca and State of Texas. 


Mira Johnson, to be 5 at Mount Pleasant, in the county 
‘exas. 


of Titus and State of 
Emma L. Lombard, to be r at South Ashburnham, in 
ne coun gd e e sn State of Massachusetts. 
an D. : rat Leicester, in the coun 
of Worcester and State of Massachusetts, i nf 
Miss Georgie L. B. Tobin, to be postmaster at Barnwell, in the 
county of Barnwell and State of South Carolina. 
William V. Leech, to be postmaster at Cape Girardeau, in the 
county of Cape Girardeau and State of Missouri. 
Alva H. O'Dowd, to be postmaster at Weston, in the county of 
F 
ohn W. Duncan, ter at Adrian, in the county of 
Bates and State of Misso A vie r 
Kate E. Sullivan, to be postmaster at Excelsior Springs, in the 
county of Clay and State of Missouri. 
Rella C. Harber, to be postmaster at Trenton, in the county of 
Grundy and State of Missouri. 
Charles Ray, to be postmaster at Cassville, in the county of 
„ 
es Q. Hardman, to ter at Edina, in the coun 
of Knox and State of Missouri. q 
Gideon B. Hart, to be ee at Breckenridge, in the county 
of Caldwell and State of Missouri. 
Edward C. Meehan, to be postmaster at Norborne, in the county 
of Carroll and State of Missouri. : 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MONDAY, January 18, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. COUDEN. 
The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings was read and approved, 


HENRY F. THORNTON. 


The SPEAKER. The first question before the House is the 
unfinished business coming over from Saturday. The Clerk will 
sepor the pending bill. 

e bill (H. R. 1064) for the relief of Henry F. Thornton was 


The SPEAKER. The pending question is on an amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. STEELE] to insert $16 
instead of $25 as the amount of the pension. 
hag oer pric Has consent been given for the consideration of 

e bill? 

The SPEAKER. Consent has been given. 

Mr. BLUE. I t that the arrearage clause, the second 
section of the bill, which provides that this pension shall take 
effect from December 25, 1895, is not customary. If I was cor- 
rect in understanding that as the provision of the bill, it should 
be amended 8 out that clause. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I do not think that the House 
gave consent for the consideration of this bill except upon the 
understanding that the amendments reported by the committee 
should be agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Unanimous consent was given for the con- 
sideration of the bill, and there was no attempt to qualify that 
consent. 

Mr. PAYNE. The first amendment of the committee, I believe, 
was voted down. But the previous question was not ordered. 

The SPEAKER. It was not. 

Mr. MILES. When was unanimous consent given? 

The SPEAKER. On Saturday. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. STEELE] 
striking out $25 and 33 816. 

The amendment was agreed to; there pane ayos 48, noes 28. 

Mr. BLUE. If this bill provides, as I understand it does, that 
this pension shall begin December 25, 1895, I desire to move an 
amendment so that the act shall take effect on its passage. I do 
not care anything about the amendment as to the amount, but I 
do not think we should assent to this principle of paying arrear- 


ages. 

The SPEAKER. The matter is covered by the second amend- 
ment of the committee, which has not yet been put to the House, 
The Clerk will read the amendment next in order. 

The Cierk read as follows: 

In line 3, strike out the words Commissioner of Pensions“ and insert 
“Secretary of the Interior.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read the second amend- 
ment of the committee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the following: 

SO. 2. That this act take effect from December 25, 1895." 

Mr. OWENS. I suggest that the House ought to be very seo 
ful in acting on this amendment, because we have already agr 
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to an amendment giving to this poor pensioner the princely in- 
crease of $4 a month. Hence, I repeat, the House can not be too 
careful as to the time when this increase shall take effect. Ý 

Mr. PAYNE. It would not be a very good time now, upon this 
bill, to commence granting arrearages of pensions. 

Mr. OWENS. Yes; I say the House ought to be very careful. 

Mr. PAYNE. It has been the practice of the House to strike 
out these provisions for arrearages. 

Mr. OWENS, That is why I wanted to invite the attention of 
the gentleman from New York and others to this question, so 
that they might make no mistake in this case. 

Mr. PAYNE. I call attention to another fact—that unanimous 
consent for the consideration of this bill was obtained after the 
committee’s amendment had been reported at 815 a month. If the 
House had not thought that that amendment was to be adopted 
it would not have consented to the arrangement. I know of at 
least one member who would not have consented to the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

Mr. OWENS. That is the trouble with the gentleman from 
New York, he too often mistakes himself for the House. 

Mr. PAYNE. The gentleman from New York” was very 
careful to make his objection to the House and not to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. 

Mr. OWENS. I was conscious of that. 

The SPEAKER. As the debate seems to have been closed on 
the bill [laughter], the question is on agreeing to the amendment. 

The e was adopted. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 
mittees, there being no unfinished business on the table. 

The Committee on the Public Lands was called. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, there is one bill, No. 43 on the 
House Calendar, the bill H. R. 4804, which is the only bill the 
committee has on the Calendar, and I desire to call it up for con- 
sideration. 

The SPEAKER. The bill does not seem to be in the hands of 
the Clerk. 

Mr. LACEY. With the understanding that this can be returned 
to, I do not wish to detain the House.. It is only one bill and will 
take, I think, but a very few minutes. I ask consent that the 
next committee be c: 0 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed with the call of com- 
mittees. 

The Committee on Indian Affairs was called. 


SALE OF INTOXICATING DRINKS TO INDIANS, 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, there is a bill that the 
man from Nebraska [Mr. MEIKLEJOHN] will present to the 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, I call up the bill (H. R. 280) to prohibit the 
sale of intoxicating drinks to Indians, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That any person who shall sell, give away, of, 
exchange, or barter an malt, spirituous, or vinous liquor, including beer, 
ale, ore gol lh or any ent or other intoxicating liquor of any kind what- 
soever, or any essence, extract. bitters, preparation, compound, composition, 
or any article w. ver, under any name, label, or brand, which produces 
r , to any Indian to whom allotment of land has been made while 
the title to the same shall be held in trust by the Government, or to an 
Indian a ward of the Government under charge of any Indian Se aos 
or agent, or any Indian, including mixed bloods, over whom the Governmen 
through its bad rien exercises guardianship, and any person who 
introduce or attempt to introduce any malt, spirituous, or vinous liquor, 
including beer, ale, and wine, or any ardent or intoxica’ liquor of any 
kind whatsoever into the Indian country, which term shall include any Indian 
allotment while the title to the same shall be held in trust by the Govern- 
ment, or while the same shall remain 8 by the allottee without the 
consent of the United States, shall be puni: re mprisonment for not less 
than sixty days, and by a fine of not less than $100 for the first offense and 


ntle- 
ouse 


not less than for each offense thereafter: Provided, however, t the 
person convicted shall be commit until fine and costs are paid. But it 
shall be a sufficient defense to any charge of introducing or attempting to 


introduce ardent spirits, ale, beey, wine, or intoxicatin Le hanged nto the 
Indian country that the acts charged were done under authority, in writing, 
Se e . or any officer duly authorized thereunto by the 

a . 

SEC. That so much of the act of the 24d day of July, 1892, as is inconsist- 

ent with the provisions of this act is hereby repealed. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 

reading of the bill. 

Mr. MADDOX. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the gentle- 

man from Nebraska to explain this bill. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Mr. Speaker. I would say in reply to the 
entleman from Georgia that this bill passed the House at the 
ast session of the Fifty-third Congress, but reached the Senate 

too late for consideration. 

The present law prohibits the sale of intoxicatin 

Indians under a penalty of a fine of not more than 


liquors to 
00 for each 


offense or imprisonment not exceeding two years. The only 


change the pending bill contemplates in the present law is that 
the 1 for the sale of intoxicating liquors to Indians 
shall be for the first offense not less than $100, and for each offense 
thereafter not less than $200 and imprisonment for a period of 
time not less than sixty days. 

The United States courts in Oregon, Washington, Montana, and 
certain other States have held that under the Dawes law the 
allottee of Indian lands, while the title is held in trust by the 
Government, is not a ward of the Government, and that the sale 
of liquors to an Indian to whom an allotment of land has been 
made is not a crime under our present statutes. 

This proposed legislation amends the existing statutes in three 
particulars: 

First, it makes it unlawful to sell, give away, dispose of, 
exchange, or barter ‘‘any essence, extract, bitters, preparation, 
compound, composition, or any article whatsoever under any 
name, label, or brand which produces intoxication.” 

Second, the punishment by imprisonment for not more than 
two years or by a fine of not more than $300 for each offense” is 
changed to ‘‘imprisonment for not less than sixty days and by a 
fine of not less than $100 for the first offense, and not less than 
$200 for each offense thereafter.” 

Third, the term Indian is defined to embrace an Indian “to 
whom allotment of land has been made, while the title to the 
same shall be held in trust by the Government;” an Indian ‘‘a 
ward of the Government under TAE of any Indian superin- 
tendent or agent;” or an Indian, “including mixed bloods, over 
yon the Government, through its departments, exercises guard- 
ianship.” 

The bin is recommended by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


the Secre of the Interior, the board of Indian commissioners, 
the Indian Rights Association, and judges and marshals of the 
United States courts. 


ey petitioned for by the Indians themselves and the civilized 
tribes. 

In the interest of the Indian, in the interest of society, and in 
the interest of good government it should become a law. 

Mr. MADDO he question is whether the House is author- 
ized to pass such a law as you are asking for. That is the point 
on which I wish to hear the gentleman from Nebraska. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. In the case of United States against 
Holliday, reported in 3 Wallace, page 407, that question is very 
fully considered; and the courts have always held until the recent 
decisions in Washington, Oregon, and Montana that the decision 
of a pe department of the Government as to whether the 
tribal relations of the Indians had ceased would be followed by 
the courts. That omnia has been the law until the recent de- 
cisions of the United States courts in the States mentioned. 

I therefore believe that we have full authority to pass such a 
bill, and if there is any question as to the constitutionality of the 
measure, in my judgment it ought to be left to the courts. 

Mr. LITTLE. I would like to ask the gentleman—not bein 
familiar with the decision to which he has referred—if it was no 
roa on the fact that the allottees became citizens of the United 

tates 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Lou refer to the decisions in the courts of 
Oregon, Washington, and Montana? 

r. LITTLE. Yes. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. It was upon that ground, 

Mr. LITTLE. On the ground of citizenship? 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Yes. 

Mr. LITTLE. When the Indian takes his allotment, he becomes 
a citizen of the United States, and ceases to be a ward of the Gov- 
ernment. Iam inclined to think that to give the Federal courts 
jurisdiction of offenses committed He Secon against citizens 
trenches upon the authority of the States, an authority that ought 
to be retained in the State governments. If they are citizens of 
your State, I see no reason why the legislature can not pass ample 
and sufficient laws to protect its own citizens, and I am inclined 
to think it ought to do so. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. I will say to the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas that it is my judgment that under the Dawes bill, so long as 
the title is held in trust by the Government, for twenty-five years 
from the date of the allotment, the Indian allottee does not gain all 
the rights of full citizenship to an extent that precludes the Goy- 
ernment from exercising control and guardianship over him 
through its political departments. 

Justice McKenna, of the United States circuit court of appeals, 
ninth circuit, in the case of Eels et al. us. Ross, delivered the 
opinion of the court October 10, 1894, as follows: 

We do not consider it necessary to consider or decide all the propositions 
argued. If the land was an Indian reservation, the agents had a right to re- 
move all persons found therein contrary to the law. (Revised Statutes, sec- 
tion 2147. See also Revised Statutes, sections 2118, 2140.) It is not disputed ta 
the lands are a part of those set apart as the Puyallup Reservation, and t 
the reservation has not been directly revoked; but it is contended that 
allotment of the lands in severalty, and afterwards making = ee — 2 

carefully considered. It is clea? 


zens, n ly had the effect to revoke the reservation. ere is p 
bility in the argument, and it needs to be 


— 
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t is not nec 


advantages of a reservation are not; and 
others not Indians are excluded, it is not clear what right they have to com- 
lain. The act of 1887, which confers citizenship, clearly does not emancipate 


e Indians from all control or abolish the reservations. 
Section 8 provides for under certain con cies, under the 
ms of the Secretary of the Interior, and the proviso of the section 


Com: vs. Whitney, U. S., 857, 308. 10 Sup. Ot., 112; Sturr us. 
48,1 „W) That ition 0 


133 U. S. 10 Sup. 
the pof the Badiane is the ultimate hope of the policy there can 
S 555 . 
es to the or by sup eir na can eg- 
tive enactment. But the a Re ees claim contract with the Indians, and 
right to occupy the land, and the circuit court held that the Government, 
making the Tadian proprietors citizens, lost the power to coerce such 
ns into ing contracts, or of molesting persons upon 
with the operations of 
law." And the court further 


Rod ges has clear words of prohi 
alienation, and, even if it omitted them, the treaties and 
Taylor vs. Brown (Dak.), 40 N. W., 527.) 
vernment to impose the restraints is not questioned, 
is certainly not ambiguous. The treaties with the In 
t of the land in severalt: . them in 
rmanent homes. By article 6 of the treaty the ege of allotment can 
only be availed of by those who will “locate on the same as a permanent 
home,” and the purpose is so careful, insistent, and dominant that the Presi- 
dent is given power to “prescribe such rules and regulations as will insure 
to the family in the case of the death of the head thereof the possession and 
enjoyment of such permanent home; and he may issue a patent only to such 
person or family who has made a location . ome, and if issued. 
may cancel it if such person or family ‘rove pe sees to place; and the 
tract may be declared abandoned and thereafter ed to some o per- 
son or Bi 
From its relations to the title and from the terms of the Fest Ste think 
. ey were 
citizens. Such effect can not be deduced 


or ee 
b; pga Sern emg en not in 
or 


con 

f such time. In Smythe vs. Henry (41 Fed., 705) a statute which 
fand to the Cherokee „Junaluska, with t u and 
also made him a citizen of the United States, was considered, and it was held 
that a restraint against alienation was not inconsistent with the grant of cit- 


127 Mass. 7 ) thatit wascompetent for the 
ip of In by the State after they 


h — 
have not distinguished between the lease and the contract to convey, as we 
= ams 


for the interests of th than 
vided for themselves in the contract with ap 
cause remanded, with directions to dismiss (Fed. Rep., volume 417.) 

Mr. LITTLE. As I understand, you base your opinion on the 
fact that the Government still retains the supervision over his 
allotment, his lands; but does he not become a citizen to all intents 
and purposes, with the right to vote, and so forth? 

Mr. ME{KLEJOHN. It is my judgment that he does not gain 
his full rights as a citizen so far as the control of the Government 
is concerned, and whether Indians are to be considered as a tribe 
or have ceased tribal relations is primarily a question for the polit- 
ical 5 of the Government. > i 

Mr. LE. I fully concur with my friend as to the impor- 
tance of legislation of this sort, if it can be properly enacted. I 

think the highest restrictions should be placed for the protection 
of these Indians. ra 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. In reply to the gentleman’s question, if 
he will pardon me, Iwill read what Commissioner Browning says: 

It will be observed that the tendency of the courts below is to declare In- 
dians who become citizens by taking allotments in severalty not to be under 
the Indian agent within the meaning of the law 5 the sale of liquors 
to Indians, and to be free to purchase intoxicating liquors, notwithstanding 

nts are maintained over them by the Government, and as 
the cases in which these decisions are made are of a criminal character and 
can not be appealed by the Government, it will be absolutely necessary for 
the full protection of the Indian allottees that some such legislation as is pro- 
posed in this bill shall be enacted. The of allotments to In 
changes their status as to citizenship, but it does not change the Indian char- 
acter or his tastes. As much harm, therefore, can come to an Indian allottee 
by the free use of intoxicating liquors as he could receive by such use as a 
member of a tribe, and the presence in the midst of any community of Indian 
allottees who would be free See intoxicating liquors would be a men- 
ace to the lives and property of the law-abiding members of such community. 

William H. Brinker, United States attorney for the district of 
Washington, in a communication to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, says: FA 

Unless this trafficis prohibited by legislation, the policy e Government 
to civilize the Indian will be defeated, and he will be converted from a wan- 
dering nomad into a drunken loafer. 


Mr. LITTLE. Now, I fully agree with what is said there; but 
while the character of the Indian has not been changed, or his 
tastes or habits changed, has not the power to which he must 
look for protection been changed, by the action of this Govern- 
ment, as well as by his consent? In other words, ought he not to 
look to the State government for his protection when he becomes 
a citizen and exercises the rights of a citizen? 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. May I inquire of the gentleman from 
Arkansas, if the United States courts in different jurisdictions are 
not as to the construction of the Dawes bill on citizenship 
of the Indian, would it not be wise to pass the measure and leave 
the constitutionality of the act to the Supreme Court? 

Mr. LITTLE. e can afford to look into it somewhat our- 
selves. I confess I have not examined the authorities, but it does 
occur to me, without any careful examination, that it is go'ng a 
step too far, and that the Federal courts ought not to be empow- 
ered to interfere with the jurisdiction which, in my judgment, 
properly belongs to the State. 

I will ask the gentleman this further question: Why is it that 
your State government can not protect these Indians as amply as 
the Federal Government can? Your legislature can laws 

ing the penalties as high as it wants to. The State has the 
arm of all its officers and the local courts, which, it seems to 
me, would be more efficient in this regard than the Federal 


n 

Mr. M OHN. Does the gentleman understand that the 
change in the present law provided by the bill, so far as the In- 
dians who are subjected to it are concerned, is its application to 
allottees of Indian lands during the time that the title is held in 
trust by the Government? 

Mr. LITTLE. Well, yes; I understood that there was some 
limitation in that line, and I am glad to hear the gentleman state 
that; but I do not think the character of the land holdings is the 
turning point in the case. I think it is a question of the status of 
the individual, his citizenship. 

Mr. MADDOX. In other words, the question is this: If this 
House has not the jurisdiction or authority to pass this law that 
you ask for, the law will have no legal effect, and you will fail in 
we ea for which you pro it. 

r. IKLEJOHN. May I inquire of the gentleman, so long 
as the Supreme Court has held that Indians under the control of 
an mt are wards of the Government, as it held in United States 
vs. Holliday, would it not be well, notwithstanding decislons to 
the contrary by United States district courts, to pass the bill and 
leave the question of legality of the act to the courts? 

Mr. MADDOX. But when the land is allotted, as in this case, 
and the Indians become citizens of the State, this Congress has no 
longer the power to legislate on the subject, so far as they are 
concerned, and your legislation will be void. I e with the 
gentleman as to the necessity for this legislation, but I think it 
ongie tobe State legislation instead of Federal. Now, the diffi- 
culty that I have, if the gentleman will pardon me, is that I do 
not want to stand here as a member of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs and allow this sort of a law to be without entering 
our protest against it, because I do not believe we have any right 
to pass any such law, or any authority. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHS Is it not your opinion that we best take 
chances on the constitutionality of this act than to continue this 
nefarious business of debauching our Indians and bringing them 
to degradation instead of civilization? 

Mr. MADDOX. I can not say about that; but you and I have 
both taken an oath here to support the Constitution. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Iam of the opinion that the bill is con- 
stitutional and should be passed, and I believe the courts will 
hold that citizenship under the Dawes law does not remove the 
Indian from governmental control. 

Mr. MADDOX. The trouble is that we differ as to the consti- 


5 of it. 
Mr. OHN. In Beck vs. Flournoy, etc., Company, 
decided by the circuit court of appeals, eighth circuit, December 


10, 1894, Judge Thayer, in delivering the opinion of the court, said: 
Tt is su; as we understand, that because Con; conferred the 


right of ci hip upon ail Indians to whom allotments of land might Be 
an 


made and . every Indian who should take up a residence separa 
apart from his tribe and adopt the habits of civilized life, the power to sell, 
and oth dispose of allotted lands was confe as a neces- 


sary incident of 8 It is urged, as we understand, that Con 
should not make these Indians citizens of the United States without at the 
same ving to them the unrestricted power to sell, use, and control all 
property whatsoever in which they chance to have an interest. This argu- 
ment appears to us to be untenable. We know of no reason, nor has any 
why it was not compet nt for tod that these 
eemed citizens of the United States and entitled to the 
hts, n and immunities of citizens while it retained for the time 
title to certain lands in trust for their benefit and withheld from 
them for a certain period the power to sell, lease, or otherwise d of 
their interests in such lands. * * And we can conceive of no sufficient 
reason sot e United States in the exercise of its sovereign power should 
be denied the right to impose similar limi yen tec ns va Dig it is deal- 
ing with the defendant race like the Indians, who have always been regarded 
the wards of the nation. * * * It does not follow, therefore, that the 
deal with land which was held by the Government 
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that when land had n allotted to an . separa’ his 
tribe and adopted the habits of ci life he should be entitled to all the 
rights, privileges, and immunities of a 3 The two sections of the act 
are by no means nsistent with each other. The im a limi- 
tation upon the power of not conflict with the subsequent 
clause conferring the boon of ci ip. provisions may well stand 
together. They were inserted for a well-defined which it is easy to 
provisions, a and the act should be so construed as to give Scag to paa 


I nee to submit as a part of my remarks the committee report 
on this bill. It is as follows: 


The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. opts 
8 3 bill to prohibit the sale of 1 5 to Indians, and fo 


other beg leave to submit the 
that PEEN Wil do do 3 pn Sor an amendment: 
Amend the ti meee amt Ging read: “A bill to prohibit the sale of intoxicating 
liquors to Indians, nalties therefor, and for other purposes.“ 
‘his bill enacts t vat ire 5 ono = e away, 


dispose of, exchange, or barter any intoxicating 
soever to any India n to whom allotment of land has ape . Ale 
is held in trust by | the che ggg or to any Indian a ward of the Govern- 
ment, irfcluding mixed bloods, over — * the Government exercises super- 
vision. a o prosen law relating to the A of 
E oE Ar uors — manon Hovised Bi tatutes, 2139, is — powe z 
“No arden r. intoxicating liquor or liquors oi 
zese kind — introdu Sod undor an any pretense into the vonage coun- 
Eve rson who sells. exchan; ves, barters, or disposes of any 
ardent spirits, alo, bee beer, wine, or in FCC 
Indian in of any superintendent or pa, manag or i eee or attempts 
to introduce any ardent spirits. ale, 9 toxicating liquor into 
the Indian country, shall be punished *b Pate ator for not more than 
two 8 or by z of not more than for each offense.’ ™ 
in amends the statutes > 
of, exc 


com ition, or an 
which 8 BoR 


t 
has been made, while the title to the same shall be held in trust by the Gov- 
denn an “award of the Government t under charge of any Indian 
Indian, including mixed bl over 


ents, exercises guardianshi 
iy 5 ... 


ible device aoa oe to part a the Indian 3 the authorities, an 
Ww, until port have gone to the extreme of having intoxicating liquors, — 
der labels or brands of essences, extracts, bitters, preparations, compounds, 
or compositions containi 6 fruits, and other articles of diet, specially 
pre d for this traffic w 
a eee under the present law, . provides they shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment for not more than two years or. A ek of not more 
than 8500 for —4 offense,” are pene to pay the small by the 
courts, 2 2 se and return to the reservation to ne haponi 2872 occu- 
ous traffic. The minimum punishment in this bill is 
isonment and a fine of $100 for the first offense, and a fine of 
ereafter. 
The district courte of the United States have held that a sale of intoxicat- 
ors to an Indian to whom an allotment of land has been made does 
constitute an offense. 


y port the 
a decision by Judge Bellinger, of the United States district court of TO 
in which it was held that e sale of liquor to Indians who have taken ot- 
A ion of section 2139 of the Revised Statutes as 
oe the act of July 2 l (SF Stab L. 80). 1 also set forth my 


reasons for believing that the court erred in its di 
PRE on boone Beso phe pei reagan ora tes circuit court of a at San Fran- 
as rendered a decision in the case of Eells et al. vs. (64 Fed. Rep., 


aif, which sustains my view as to the authority of the Government over 
allottees and shows how the court would hold if it were to 
get before it a case of liquor selling to such allottees; but, as these cases are 
of a criminal character, no appeal can be taken by the Government. For this 
reason the office made strenuous — to secure the of the bil) 
(H. R. 6657) which was introduced in the last Congress by EIKLEJOHN, 
and which was as follows: 
* = * = kd 
“The bill was passed by the House of Representatives in “the last ENA of 
the last session, but too late to receive the 5 of the Sennte, and 
uently did not become a law. It is my purpose, however, on the 
— — kyani of the next Congress, to submit the. matter to the tment in 
with a view to having the bill again introd and, if pos. 


into law.” 
fap aon ma Paap e and indorsement of the Secretary of the Interior, 
the Commissioner dian Affairs, United States district attorneys, and the 
EEE NA 

e ‘or ation is clearly set out in the accom: e 
ters, which Gh ake AAS apart of this report. x 


OFFICE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, DISTRICT OF OREGON, 


nd, October 12, okee 
DEAR SIR: Permit me to ge receipt of your communication 
der date of 5th pi nares 


Repl. thereto, I have 2 say that Judge Bellin 
ger's decision was never repo. 


„but was in substance as follows: 
under section 6 of the act of Congress 


page 390), 1 23 allotted to them in severalty T tho 
act are deemed to be citizens oi the United 
fates and subject to the laws, both civil and criminal, of the State wherein 
they reside, that it was the . opting section 6to 
the provisions of section 2139, Revised Statutes, so far as said allotted 

are con * 

Respectfully, yours, DANIEL R. MURPHY, 
United States Attorney. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, January 13, 1896. 


Sin: Referring to office ee of 8 12, 1894, in toa 
from Hon. Thomas nap in — Ea copy of House bill No. 7, to 
to an this 


the sale of intoxicants dians,”’ and 3 for the opinion of rt- 
ment thereon, I have the honor to transmit herewith, in duplicate, yota 
anuary 4, from the United States attorney for the dis- 


24 Stat. L388), 3), Bro rovided for the amissio to citizenship in the Unived 
States of — who 


S 

of J e G Stat Ta 6 
ee rovides a penaity for the sale of 8 liquors to 
Indians 4 Dad en allotments under the said act of 1887,and in that 
i, ei ae that as the tendency of the courts was to declare an 
In who had ə a citizen by taking an allotment in severalty to be 
free to conten intoxicating tonora; not maintained the fact that agents 
ha ler the direction over such Indians by 
the Indian allottees are 

in this bill 


or. 


} 
uor nor —.— the Indian any 
was before. ee was acy aa 


See ocho but it does 


ee the said 
a law. 
L copy of this report and of Mr. Brinker's 
chairman of the Senate Committee on . 
8 e suggestion that it is desirable that said 
should become a law. 


, your obedient servan 
aS D. M. ‘SROWNING, Commissioner. 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


Orrice t UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, 
DISTRICT oF WASHINGTON, 
Seattie, Wash., January 4, 1895. 


bill 


aed on Na ie pear ngress some remedial tion passed 
cove 
FFT 
a or anyone to ive, etc., to 

an a under the char; an Indian agent or superin give ot sp fai 

8, 1887 (24 Neer ye passed what is known as tho 
os Dooce pill.“ pro for the eee in e ol the ot certain 
reservations to the In The sixth section of this 


e e that every 
Indian to whom allotments have been made is a es of the United States 


and is entitled to all the rights, and ties of such citizens." 

The United States courts in and in Oregon have decided that 
the effect of section 6 is to e vi iaus from the control of the 
Indian —— ei in the — ene that it is 


such citizens with 
liquor. 

fr contention has been, eee eee . 
the remains the reservation over which an inted 
he is protected by section 2130, Revised — but this dest 


Itseems to me that the 56 
and e r o T E a TIa Daa ban direction, 
land so that by the reflection of they ma 


ing and become attached ace wegen 


ties, as ever existed. It 
tment of land will not alone 
any the less dangerous 


of the Govern- 
be converted from a 


to ge before. 

Unless this res prohibi legisiation, the 
ment to civilize the Toda will 2 de: 1 and he 
wande: into a drunken loafer. 


dence = conclusive 


track, where he was found by an officer, and u being ar- 
„56S . 


officer. 

These Indians testified that th lived upon lands which had been allotted 
to them in severalty. and the cours instructed the jury to return a verdict 
me Pk th 55 attenti 3 hope that legislation 

ese ‘our ntio e some 
panad waen will make the A the offenders lia’ Paget tht saab ery asd 
ery y, 
WM. H. BRINKER, 


Untted States Attorney. 
Tho COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, Orsron oF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 


ington, January 26, 1895. 
SIR: Iam in receipt letters of January 2, 1895, transmitti 
of House bill G8. tee “to rokibit the saie of intox! ene Indians." ri, a h 


on which you 


opinion of this 
“ Be it ene House of 5 


the Senate 
America, in e ee ee Ae Parson who shali sel 
away, dispose dispose ot, exchangn, oF barter an irituous, or vinous 
W tretitine bear: ale, and ss ld ting liquor of 
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made while the title fo th e SAM Tudia to whom & trust by the Goy- 


55 or to ein . ward of the Government under ones of an 
Indian stiperinten “any or gent; and any person who shall ice, or — 
tempt troduce, an irituons, or vinous liquor, —.— 


aie, ar 5 — 7 or any aldent oe ntoxicatin; ing I panes: of any wha 
into the Indian country, shall be Eat mprisonment for not more 
than two years, or atthe of not fe ess than $1 to the first offense, and n 
less than for eac ense 3 or by both fine and imp men 
in the tion of the court: Provid: t when the prisonment 
shall be b e the person convicted shall be committ sg that fine and 
= eae e informers to have and receive one-half of Aand col- 

But it shall be a sufficient defense to any charge of trogucing, | wo 
— ee on introduce, ardent spirits, ale, beer, wine, or intoxicating 
liquors into the Indian country that the acts were done under author 
ity, in writing, from the War Department, or any officer duly authorized 
thereunto by the War Department. 

“Sec. 2. That so much of the act of the 23d day of a 1892, as is incon- 

piston | veh the proren of this act is de Fep pa 1 18 

e 11, section 1, you SOK Bost An anen men e y inserting after 
theiword Government,“ and before the word“ under," the words Sr 
Ind an over whom the Government exercises wardship.” The 1 5 of f this 
amendment is, as you say, in order to avoid any misunderstanding as to the 
nae and intent of the word ward” as used in the bill. 

rep 


ed, however, 


yI pare — 1 that the Office has experienced some considerable 
difficulty in deali: Indians to whom allotments have been made under 
the various pro iene a law touching the same on account of the duty of the 


Government with respect to the sale of liquor to Indians who have re e 
allotments, the act of 1887 (24 Stat L., 888), known as the general allo 
act, making such Indians citizens of the ted S = 
It has been held by this Office that tow allotments have been 
made, where the allotments are held in trust byt t ie nited States, and the 
Congress and this Department have found itn to tain an agency 
over them for any i purpose whatever, would be under EERS; 320 of Fos 
United States Indian thin the meaning of section 
Statutes as amended oP the ae act of Juy Ia, 155 Stat. L.. 0 and that any- 
one selling or otherwise furnishing them with intoxicatin; ng liar 9 wont 
liable to punishment in like manner as they would be if Bad net 
been given their allotments. 
opinion was based on the decision of the Supreme Court in United 
States vs. s: Holliday (31 (3 Wall., 407) Wherein it 1 held ee o question whether 
“any particular class of aar rotate still 2 tribe or have 
to hold tribal relations is 8 requ or the political depart- 
—— 5 of the Government, and if they have ecided it, this court will follow 
eir lead.“ 
The district courts of the United States, it seems, have not, kee ee held 


this view of the case, the office having received 5 vta trom its 
nts ci cases where the district courts haye hel ng of 
otments to Indians of a reservation makes 1.95 pe son of. the ted 
States and takes them out from under the nited 


held, in a case which Wes tried in th din the 1 district of 


were citizens of 
punishable under the statutes, basing pinion on the ground that the Con- 
appears to this office to bein 


and the 1 were not . 
ndians after Thog had paoor e citizens. This a’ 
ae KEEN an ruling of the Supreme Courtin the case of Holliday 
ve ci 

The district court of the United States for Oregon, Judge Seg Si Se held 
in the case of The United States vs. Thomas Kawkes and Edwin none 
hig sa arse ee published, so far as I know) to the same eff 

Indians who have received allotments in seye ay have become ci 

of the United States and are ers ae of the 4 
therefore the sale of liquors to 


app. one ipa ta to the In overnment. 
rved that the tae of the courts below is to declare 
In Fe wl wW — — become citizens allotments sin: severalty not to be 
under the Indian agent haig e s meaning of of 545 law prohibiting the sale ee 
liquors to Indians, and to be free 3 toxicating liquors, not wi 
7 fact that agents are tained over them by the Government; 
. o naples these decisions are made are of a eee 
J ee ra 
e e sp e n all oe such le; on as 
in this bill macted. The making of Semen lation as 6 
ranges their riei as on Chizenship but it doesnot change the ag Soa 
acter or his tastes. As much harm, theref fore; omg Game to sa Piman 
by the free use of intoxicating liquors as he be oe ld receive bya such ao ep 
member of a tribe, and the presence in the mi f any community of Indian 
allottees who would be free to purchase intexienting liquors would be a 
enor to the lives and ibe St of the law-abiding members of such com- 
munity 
In a report of AGERE 16, 1006, Capt. P. H. Ray, U U. 155 A., wi a 8 the 


acting Indian agent of the Shoshone Agenc: 33 the 
attitude of the courts toward this questio o that if yt to de dh in eee re- 
tation of the law by the courts he does not think — vantage to 


from allotments will compensate for the SAR that yi follow the o; 
the reservation to whisky sellers, and that in their present pan on it 991 
practically destroy these people to remove them trom the Dawe onoi ae 
and turn them over to the most lawless element on ontier. 
F. T. B. Brentano, the Indian agent for the Grande Ronde Agency, in Gregan, 
reported on the subject also, and expressed somewhat similar fears as to 
results to the Indian allottees the decisions of the courts respecting this re 
ter would have. 

Ihave ae recently received a letter dated Seattle, Wash., January 4, 1 

m William H. Brinker, United States district attorney for ne district o 


ashington, invitin attention to the decisions of the courts respecting 
the sale of liquors to Indvan all hose apy and expressing the belief that th 2 
tion of Congress should be called o same, and some remedial | i legislation 


covering it. He says that N this traffic is 8 feat l 
tion the policy of the Government to civilize the oai yal 
he will be converted from a wandering nomad into et 2 . 

Under date of Oetober 12, en the office submitted a re ae to tto thie Seere; 

tary of the Interior on this bill, at the request of Hon. 
Wisconsin, and on J: ene 18, 1895, two copies of „Brinker s a letter, 8 
referred to, were transmi tted to the Secretary, with the peau fat 1 8 
Lynch's attention be invited to the eee Hope gs of the 8 
and that a copy be furnished the 8 tee on Indian Affairs of the Sens 


and 


with ae statement that the passage of this bi orome such | rg 
not onl 1 ed desirable but apparently absolutely necessary for the a ie 
protect tion of tho Indian allo ttees. 

th respect to the amendment which you suggest tothe bill, I have to say 


that it would seem to be desirable that the bill etre pe pe rote in some 


er, but I sue su that the words bene: 
after the word. ” and before the word “ and.“ in line een t 
8 for this is hat if f the amen t were rted at the place 

1 ypu sugg suggest, the law you not be applicable to allottees who have re- 
ts under the fourth section of mo act of 1887, their nee 


BUER zae 1 17 — th 1 — Bg he jurisdiction of the any Uni 


quasi the Govern- 
Binig and n: —.— ‘pe — the p Bok tecting arm a eke United al 
I wo 9 oe amendment to your Ne 44 oe by the ir insertion 
of the wo hem ii 8 5 mixed bloods” r the word dian and before 
the word “over.” This amendment see 5 to be esirable, in view of the 
ind hog mi there re appesrs to be t 0 7 as to what an 
į em e laws; poy siso be th rtion of the 
0 Its politi da artments " after the Perl! een 

nd the substitution of es wor BS apts eg ip " for wardship.” 
e pr. K copy of t sed bill showing how syon recommend that it be 
fiaink it ve wo O — i I havo once or twice berane said in this letter, 

hat 7 t it very desir 


t Co oag ahead. at 8 
same into law or pass sirab ie: don ler dat ths session, enact the 


Very respectfully, 
D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner. 
Hon. GEORGE D. e 


of Representatives. 
(Through the ee of the Interior.) 


. OF THE INTERIOR, 
8 3 ashington, ber 10, 1895. 
IR: I have the honor to transmit eres draft of a bill prepared b 
Co oner of In Affairs to prohibit the sale of intoxicating BAAS od 
to Indians, and eri other purposes. 
The accompanying re . of the 88 r, dated 23d ultimo, sets out 
reasons for the desired „and the matter is presented for the 
avorable action of 


Very respectfully, 
HOKE SMITH, Secretary, 
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


DEPARTMENT OF THR I 
OFFICE OF INDIAN ATRS, 
ales 3 C., November 23, 1895. 
56 and 12 We to the 


reference was in m; ual “ahaa iy t seq.), and te 
n made repoxt for L 0 s 
the provisions of a bill which was pee pea Boe 1 — Steel 
KLEJOHN, oan vitia view to abject fst Stee e 
In concluding of this subject I stated that it was my pur- 


m 
pos on the rin ay eson 9.8 the next Congress to submit the matter to tho 
pa rt with a view to having the bill W | pats 


du and if ce of this. 
the honor to submit ere th in in duplicate i the d drat o of a bill * Ro pro. bit the 
mee of intoxicatin: bas A 5 and for other purposes. 


TO) drinks fo ndash a ons to the one by the House 
a e in the last hours of ist Congres the modifications 


oon PA ares the words“ Indian coun’ 2, of the words 
ca which te clude any Indian allotment while ene 1225 to the game 
shall be held Karens 7 by the Government or while t the remain in- 
aris by the . ny the anume os the Uni nied Btates." 18 
e change of the rovi fixing the minimum e 
— risonment 8 of the s 


88 Wers to ma informer of one- the 
e reasons for the first m cation pro are based on the apparent 
disposition of the United States district couso 575 in Montana, Ore- 
and Washington. to regard the allotment of lands as the extinguishment 
Sf the Indian title and the destruction of m e wai toaa coun n 
on of the circuit co oF spione Us vs. Ross ( Fed. 
Rep., 417) lays down a rule which, if follow: son its logical co conclusion, wo 
prevent the introduction of liquors on allotted t decision woul 
also ee the sale of liquors to the allotteesif tthe lower 2 5 would apply 
y 


„ir the Indian allottees are to — 1 57 fullest ben- 

efits from the gislation, that the allotted lands held in trust by 

the Government, and those that are inalienable by the allottees without the 

8 of the United States, shall be specifically included in the description 
x coun’ 

The modifications as to penalties proposed are, on account of the disposition 
of the courts, generally to im; only small fines on l who may have 
been convicted, and in case of imprisonment to im such short terms as 

ractically destroy the effect of a conyiction to deter the es or oth 
£ | from engaging in the traffic. Fines of afew 1 and oi ay imprisons 
ment are frequently the only result of the efforts of this Departuent and of 
the Department of Justice to enforce the law. 

Fines alone will not provers the traffic, for the enormous profits made by 
the illicit dealers would warrant them in paying very large fines and contin: 
uing in the business. 

It is therefore necessary that the law shall be specificas to the punishment, 
and shall make the minimum sufficiently severe as to be effective. 

The other modification 3 (the 3 out of the clause to pay 
informer half the fines) is suggested on account of the op tion deve ped 
against the bill in the last Congress b 1888 of thatclause. Indeed. theo: oy. 
reason why the bill was not passed Senate was, I have been told, 
cause of the objection Senator PLATT 255 to it on that account. Said clause 
is therefore stricken out. 

In connection with this matter, and as showing the t necessity fo: 
some such 1 lation as is proposed in the accompan: raft of a bill, I ine 
close duplicate copies of correspondence 1 the In Sagents of the Silets 
and Grande Ronde agencies, from which it will be seen that since the all 
ment of lands in peveraity at those pe ree and the Toreon of Judge 
linger above referred to, holding that there is no violation of law in se 
liquor to Indian allot the moral and financial condition of the Indians 
been materially aff the use of intoxicants. 

Oier A nts where allotments have been made report a similar state of 

urge some action to stop the evil, 

I inclose two copies of this report and two ro copies of the proposed bill, Avs 
gether with two copies of the other papers referred to herein, and I have 
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honor to recommend that one copy of each be forwarded to the Vice-Prest- 
dent, 4 Fabs Say ad that it be laid before the Senate at the assemblin ces * 2 = 
0 


on mber 2, 1895, and that one sey Ad each be forward: 
8 of the House of Representatives, to be laid before that body on its 
4 8 tfull: bedient se 
e , your o nt servan 
ad we. D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner. 


The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 


A bill to prohibit the sale of intoxicating drinks to Indians, and for other pur- 
poses. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in assembled, That any person who shall sell, giveaway, 
of, ex go, or barter any malt, spirituous, or vinous liquor, includ- 

ing beer, ale, and wine, or any ardent or other intoxicating liquor of an 
kind whatsoever, or any essence, extract, bitters, preparation, pnpa 4 
icle whatsoever under any name, label rand, 


com ition, or any a „or 
which produces intoxication, to any Indian to whom allotment of land has 
been made while the title to the same shall be held in trust by the Govern- 


ment, or to any Indian a ward of the Government under charge of any Indian 
superintendent or agent, or any Indian, inclu mixed bl over whom 
the 5 5 its Departments, exe: p, and any 
person who s in uce or attempt to introduce any malt, spirituous, or 
vinous liquor, including beer, ale, and wine, or any ardent or ntoxicatin 
ind whatsoever into the In country, which term 

dian allotment while the title to the same shall be held in trust 
by the Gove: ent, or while the same shall remain inalienable by the allot- 
tee without the consent of the United States, shall be Pees. by imprison- 
ment for not less than sixty days and prs © of not less than 8100 for the 
first offense and not less than $0 ‘or each offense thereafter: Provi how- 
ever, That when the 3 8 be by fine the person convic shall 
be committed until fine and costs are paid; but itshall be asufficient defense 
to any charge of introducing or poms ny Se introduce ardent spirite, É 
beer, wine, or intoxicating liquors into the Indian country tha 

charged were done under authority in wri from the War Department or 
any officer duly authorized thereunto by the War Department. 
day of July, 1892, as is inconsistent 


uor of an; 
paver any 


EC. 2, That so much of the act of 
with the provisions of this act is hereby repealed. 


UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Grande Ronde Agency, Oreg., June 10, 1895. 
J 5 Peet you will find a copy of the Sheridan Sun of last Thursday 
une 
You will observe that I have marked an article entitled A Donnybrook 
picnic.” It will show you what the sale of liquor to Indians is d. for some 


of them. I have some Indians that are just as moderate as any white man; 


. eee ype 
Since the day of April (when the Indian court was disbanded) there 
has been an immense increase of crime resulting from intoxication. y 18, 


Thom. Lawney and Oleman Isaac tried to kill Robert Metcalf on this reser- 
tion, and were only prevented by the timely arrival of the Government 


er. 

On May 28, Dan Wacheno beat his wife. They were both drunk. Next day 
she left him, and they are now separated. 

On May 30, Bill Warren tried to murder James Silqueand John Pratt. The 


wise! T have m been personally assaulted by an Indian, without, how- 
ever, e i 

There is no law Se drunkenness a crime in this State, and if there was 
it would not be enfo; 


Do you think that ‘ongress could be induced to enact a new law making it 
a crime to sell a aa an Indian, and would not Judge Bellinger hold such 
o! 


sayon ar, ours, JOHN F. T. B. BRENTANO. 

e; A FB ee y 

i 8 United States Indian Agent. 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


[The Sheridan Weekly Sun, Sheridan, Thursday, June 6, 1808. 

A“ DONNYBROOK” PICNIO—THE INDIANS FROM THE AGENOY GET BOILING 
DRUNK AND FIGHT—THE WILLAMINA POSTMASTER ASSAULTED—HE is DE- 
FENDED BY CITIZENS ARMED WITH AX HANDLES—OBSCENE AND PROFANE 
LANGUAGE USED—SWAGGERING BUCKS CAUSE LADIES AND CHILDREN TO 
GIVE THE SIDEWALKS—OUR NEW CITIZENS ENJOY THEIR FREEDOM. 

The school picnic at Willamina last Friday was well attended. The exer- 
pes, literary, musical, and other including an address from Superin- 
dent Stilwe boa) 
nde 


teresting. e ball game between the Sheri 
zaa uninteresting. Only three innings were 
yed. The be ngee were drunk to 86 a 3 from a barn 
r, and failed to make a run. Later 2 ar day when king alcohol got the 
‘air = 


t was out for several hours, the Indians fighting 
ong themselves like veritable demons. Lame J: is left arm broken 
twop! Z pe lay bruised, drunken, and bleeding by the roadside between 
and Grande Ronde from Friday evening until nearly noon Satur- 


other fellow named Tipton attacked Postmaster Dundas, who was going 
out to the ball ground with two of his little A the 
dian down several times with his fist, but the bloodthirsty brute followed 
uptown to his store, being joined by four or five other intoxicated 

In Mr. Dundas secured an ax handle, and being reenforced by Mr. 
Shaller, Jo. Stewart, and others, the onslanght of the 58 was checked. 
Stewart then e . the I dians to take Tipton away. is vig ow Se 
to do, so th und him hand and foot and w ea fat 


rker 7 
en lord’ 
number of the dark sex got glorionsly hi 


aren home, but runnin; 
mee e family. Fortunatel 
lages that he was stab 


The language used by the Indians was disgusting|y obscene, interlarded 
with We oaths. The ladies who came to witness the games were forced 
to retire, and even upon the streets had to step aside to make way for stag 


ring, oes indiane The citizens of Willamina are 8 gi 
f en Indians. As the are now citizens, they can not be con- 
a4 the agent, and as re is now bad b tween the whites and 
In tizens, the people fear trouble in the future. 
pa Bill Warren, who got drunk at the W. and ma Ji 
tt and Lame Jim almost over to the evergreen shore with an gru 
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last Frid: 
Ari Connor at Ballston to appear before the next Polk County 
jury. 


ay, was arrested and put under $800 bonds on Wednesday 2 


gran 


UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Grande Ronde (Oreg.) Agency, September 10, 1895. 
Str: L regret to have to report of a murder on this reservation. On Au; 
81. 1895, Peter Lafferty, an Indian, crushed the skull of Jonas Short, In 
both of this reservation. 
This crime, like so many others, can be laid directly tobad whisky. I truse 
that 5 may be done in the near future to punish those that 
W. to Indians under the charge of an 8 5 
ery truly, yours, JOHN F. T. B. BRENTANO, 


United States Indian Agent. 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


P. S.— The above Jonas Short died on September 7, 1895, 
J. F. T. B. B. 


UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Grande Ronde (Oreg.) Agency, September 17, 1895. 
Stn: Inclosed you will find the Daily O of this morning. In the 
first column, on the third page, you will find a dispatch which will explain 


itself. I have marked it. 
I wrote to you about the w troubles on the 10th of June, when an 
Indian (W: two old Indians belonging to this res- 


illiam Warren) tried to 
T have also reported this bad state of affairs here in my annual report on 
this agency e 23, 1895). “i 
On September 10 I reported to you the death of Jonas Short (an Indian 
belonging here) at the hands of Peter Lafferty, another Grande Ronde Indian. 


Now comes this case tioned in to-day’s Oregonian. 
Can not something be tone to stop this r business with these Indians? 


If not, most of them will be lost. 
Very truly, yours, JOHN F. T. B. BRENTANO, 
United States Indian Agent. 
The CoMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
P. S.—I have not heard an about this matter contained in to-day’s 
Oregonian, and know nothing more what was contained 5 N 


[Extracts from Morning inca FS Oreg., Tuesday, September 17, 


AN INDIAN STABBED. 
INDEPENDENCE, OREG., September 16. 

Yesterday was not the usual quiet Sunday in Independen to 
7 T and . all did a ea 5 


with peop: ess. 
also ty Feu to Sunda: ht pa 
had p of cus! en unday nig! må disorderly of tho streeta: 


Since the reihe keeps the drunk and diso; 

A fight took place over the river opposite here Sunda: t among 
Indian op pickers. Two of them were voir S g a third, 
a Grande Ronde In stepped in to separate them, when Billy Tom, a Si- 
letz In 0 ed and stab him with a knife, one wound very near 
the heart. y Tom been arrested and taken to Salem. o Indians 


were more or less 
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVI 
Grande Ronde (Oreg.) Agency, September 24, 1895. 
Sin: Inclosed find Yamhill County Reporter of September 20, 1895. Yo 
will — two marked items on the first . Both cases have been repor 
to F hina y me, by my letters of September 10 and tember 17, 1895. 
y dear sir. thing be done to stop whisky business? 
Since May 1, 1895, when the court of Indian offenses was abolished h 
they haye wn wild. With the old court we checked them to a good 
extent, but since there is no court, we have no way of controlling them. 


ery truly, yours, 
did 2 JOHN F. T. B. RRENTANO, 


United States Indian Agen 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. S . 
P. 8.—See also my letter of June 10, 1895. 


[Extracts from the Yamhill County Reporter, McMinnville, Oreg., Frida 
Septem’ „1805. j Ki 7. 


FROM THE COUNTY PRESS. 
* * * . * * 
[Sheridan Sun.] 
* i 


* * * * * 
Another row took place on the rvation one day last week. An Indian 
by the name of Peter Lattert crushed the skull of SLnothar by the pame of 
Jonas Sho: My Be piece of 2 by 4 tling by way of emphasis. ee it 
is feared notlive long. Should he live short, Lafferty may not live long. 
Bh ar da i sie comma tee ce Goverment male 
a mistake when it inves’ e ns W. ve 
swing at fighting fire water. x = sien 


[Oregon News and Notes.] 
s * * 


* * 


* $ * * 
Independence must be getting tough. A dispatch sent out from there 
Monday said: Yesterday was not the usual quiet Sunday in Independence. 
The town was crowded with people, and the stores all did a business; 
the saloons also had plenty 4 1 Sunday night 11 drunks were run 
in; since the marshal gets ees he keeps the drunk and disorderly off t 
streets. A fight took p over the river opposite here Sunda: nigh amon; 
the Indian hop pickers. Two of them were baat using & {hir Fri 
Isaacs. syd ande Ronde Indian, 3 in to separate them, when Billy Tom, 
a Siletz dian, turned and stabbed him with a knife, one wound Ling, Bh 1 
near the heart. Billy Tom been arrested and taken to Salem. o In- 
were more or less a 


UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Siletz Indian Agency, Oreg., October 24, 1895. 

Sin: I haye the honor to submit my report on the condition of affairs at 

this agency for the month of 5 808 
* * * * + + + 

Indians.—The larger portion of the Indians have been in the hop flelds å 

0 
V. © Q! abie uy w. out an 

t. They have spent this money in this way and there are n 


- 


898 


hands of the law. ODS n Ses Bleta Todisna WIL Likely go £o.the pent: 
tiary for stab the Grande Ronde Indians. It is very unfortu- 
. Save taled Shon te ia ova INET Of law teal ERA 
hisky. I have consulted the United States district attorney in the matter; 
advises me we are powerless—can do no . cause. This 
F...... re- 
sulted, and will, I fear, continue to result, in much inj to these 
As stated above, the larger have been engaged 
pee Str ee ee for the present month a 
engaged plowing and sowing fall grain, while others will 


ery respectfully, 


The COMMISSTONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, December 31, 1895. 
Sin: Referring to Department letter of 10th instant, addressed to the Sen- 
ate and House ion pi get aly es and transmitting draft of a bill prepared 
by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to pon t the sale of intoxicating 
8 Indians, and for other ae 1 8 to transmit here- 
nicati: Commissioner 


a u 
FFT by the Indians of 


sett. in favor 
Very N 


HOKE SMITH, Secretary. 
The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
House of Representatives. 
a DECEMBER pay sae a 
Sin: Referring 22 of November = 1895, transmitting 
a bill to prohibit pt the sale of liquors to Indian allottees, - 0 
recommendation that one copy thereof be transmitted Vice- resident 
to be laid beforé the Senate, and the other be 8 to the ker. to 
be laid before the House oho re Ihave the honor to ine. re- 
with, in 93 a copy of the report ber from Joseph 
Clemen: Indian agent of the Santee Agency ebraska, 
with wbich he forwards a tion, numerously signed by the Indians of 


“The legis! posed in th Seat enbmitted by hi bo ted is 
e lation pro; n the su y him as above stai 
tained in two bits introd peed the of Arkan 


280), and many features 


introduced by Mr. MarxiaJOMNin the House. pet the bills herein 5 
to have been referred by the House ittee on Indian 

of H 7 7 honor to in 
Order that the committees may be advised with to the sentiments 
of these pras vowed aaae EEA of the inclosed papers 
be forwarded to the the other copy be 
forwarded to the Sonate Committee on indian for their in: fg 


Very respectfully, your vbedient 4 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. S 


Unsrrep STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Agency, December 20, 1395. 
DEAR SIR: amare Eee Rono Se harenite Tawera ‘ou a petition b; 
an AOE et Hany OE ONEAN O IW SOE SR i = 3 dl by 


ness — peer tally aware of thoir weakness and the injurious and 
degrading oft ignor e . 5 
eyw yall sign Wo abp apparteni petition 


them; but many of them have a agency for 
91 s that there be added to the bill the fi 
it punishable for one Indian to sell or give li 


JOS. CLEMENTS, 
2 United States Indian Agent. 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 


Ramer, D. C. 
We, the undersigned women of the. Santee Sioux tribe, feeling that the 
—.— traffic is demoralizing and our 2 destructive to habits 
of industry and ruinous to our homes, respect 


express our (approvat 
of the bill introduced by Representative MEKLEIONN to stop the of all 
intoxicants to Indians, and we urgently and earnestly pray the United States 


tors and Representatives in to earnestly work to secure its 


passage. 
Anna Bro Jane Walker, Louisa Red ee ee 
wn, a = — i wing wn, 


en Iron Mary 
. — Holmes, Emma 
Sarah Young, Tulia Wakeman. 


Frere Trudell. et radelt. Wabashaw. th 
wing. Emma Smith, Harriet Robinette, 
it 10 meN peaa pany y Pay, Coray Stone. 


We. the unde: 


ed Indians of the Santee Sioux tribe, respectfully e 
Brash 5 of t N 


bill presented by Re tative MEIKLEJOHN, 
the vont of all intoxicants to Indians.“ and ur, 
ray the United States Senators and Representatives 


work to secure its 
ames Garvie, Jose vodteacher Geo D, Redowl, Alfred H. 
Whipple, er, Joe Robertson, John 
William Holmes, Esaia 


Barker, ce aon 
eri Truden, Chas. įr., John Jones, Albert Frazier (council- 
estman. Lame Rawillard, Louis Robineet. Joe 


man), Henry W. 


nily Da 
to earnes' anxiously p sin 
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9 T. J. Gemack, Joseph Waba- 

e wnhani, W. Wabashaw, James 
e — 5 Laewix, William Abraham, John T. 

ang Red Cloud, Joseph Cash, James 

John B. Chapman (councilman), Joseph A. Kitto (councilman), 

—— „ Brown, Chas. Frazier, Simon Kitto, 

Hedro, uel Wolfe, Solomon Jones, Charles Jones, 

fii Jones, Solomon W. Barker, James C. oshua 


tto, 


Jose; C. — John Kitto, Ji h Red- 
wing, Charles Wolfe, Herbort Whi [ones Isaac 


5 George Hen: 
Willie Bruss, James Sharp, Adam Bulestone, Henry 
Johnson owl, John C, d, John K. Home, 


Joseph nett, Daniel — Go 
John C. Tuttle, John B. Walker, 
Whipple. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, February 13, 1896. 


Sır: Referring to previous ence relative to a draft of a bill 


pared by the of Indian Affairs. To prohibit the sale of in - 
of | Biting drinka to Indiane, and for other "Ihave the honor to trans- 
mit herewith a ion of lith instant and accompan 


Copy of a commmunicati 
tion from the naha Indians of Nebraska, asking for the the 
introduced 3 MEIKLEJONN, having in view prohibition of sales 
of liquors to Indian allottees. 


Very respectfully, 
HOKE SMITH, Secretary. 
The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
House of Representatives. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. 


D. C., February 11, 1396. 
SIR: . ber Decem 18%, rela- 
tive to certain proposed 1 2 ibit sale of liq 8 
allottees, I have the honor to inclose herewith ae duplicate) y of a letter 
tha 8 and Wie Ne -A 15 22 tho . — 
ne 
ing for the pg AP bill e Mr. MEIKLEJOBN, 
having in view the pro! T allottees. 
I recommend that one copy of this petition be forwarded to the chairman 
of the Senate Committee on 4 Fairs er be forwarded 
to the chairman e ttee on Affairs, for the informa- 


THE INTERIOR, 
NITED States Txt antan SERVICE, 
Omaha and R Agency, Nebr., February 5, 1898. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit a petition signed b; the Omahas, relative 
to the liquor bill introduced by the Hon. Groner D 3 member 


f Co: 
* Ve ry respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Captain, Tenth Cavalry, 8 
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN Te 
Washington, D. C. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 


OR, 
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Omaha and Winnebago Agency, Nebr., Ji 


anuary $1, 1896. 
The CoMMISSIONER OF INDIAN 2 SES 


liquors to to Indians, and be the frien 
“Sy Signed by 238 indians, of whom 153 are males and @ are females.] 


December 9, 1895. 


9 FF... menage in rh: vig boar favor of the 
Sth instant, with inclosures. Absence from the city has prevented an earlier 


INDIAN RIGHTS 8 1305 ARCH STREET, 
Philadelphia, 


allotments. gad es be glad to 
OSS RE IR Oe AS PE oaa Oe TIO ce passage of 
your 

I will also be glad to embody the substance of your letter in our annual 
PEA oe apip completed. . 

„o 
ie wit Secretary Indian Rights Association, 
Hon. G. D. METKLEJOHN, 


House of 8 Washington, D. C. 

Mr. GAMBLE. Mr. Speaker, I only care to say a word in 
regard to this. Although under the Dewes Act of 1887, which 
gives the Indians citizenship—— 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, 5 like to hear this dialogue. 


1897. 
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‘There is so much confusion that we can not hear what gentlemen 


are saying. ; 
The SPEAKER. Will the House please be in order, and will 
gentlemen have the kindness to take their seats? 


Mr. GAMBLE. Mr. Speaker, Ido not know that I could alee 
on the suggestion made by the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. 
MEIKLEJOHN]; but under the law of 1887, which confers citizen- 
ship upon ians who are allottees, yet at the same time under the 
general supervision by the Indian Department of the Indians their 
relations to the Government do not change, and it is essentially 
necessary for the good government of the Indians and for their 
betterment that the sale of intoxicating liquors under any pretense 
should be excluded, 

Mr. MADDOX. Wedo not disagree upon that point at all. 

Mr. GAMBLE. Now, then, if these Indians are still under the 
charge of an Indian agent, which nof are, although they may 
have taken allotments, and although they receive annuities and 
maintain the same relation to the Federal Government practical]. 
that they did before, I believe that this law is in harmony wi 
the Constitution in the pure supervision over the Indians of 
the country; and I apprehend that the courts of the country have 
taken different views on this question. I understand that one of 
the courts in California has held that even under the existing stat- 
ute they have the right to exclude the sale of liquors to Indians, 
and that arrangement was carried out there. I believe that this 
is in line with the best judgment of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs and the Interior Department; and I think that the Govern- 
ment can better protect the Indians from the sale of intoxicating 
liquors than by referring it to the States in which they may be 
located. I earnestly hope that the bill may pass, because I believe 
a 4 thoroughly essential for the government and control of the 

ans. 

Mr. LITTLE. May I ask my friend a question? 

Mr. GAMBLE. Certainly. 

Mr. LITTLE. I sup there is no doubt but what the State 

vernments have jurisdiction of those Indian citizens. If the 

tate courts have jurisdiction over the Indians who have become 
citizens of the United States, what is the necessity of Congress 
taking this advanced and doubtful ground for their protection? 
Are not the States amply able to do that? 55 

Mr. GAMBLE. There a to be a conflict of opinion as to 
the right of the State or the jurisdiction of the Federal Government 
in these matters. These matters heretofore have been controlled 
by the Federal Government entirely, and such has been the 
expectation of those having the control of the Indians that it 
should remain in the Government and not in the State authori- 
ties. They think it can be better and more efficiently controlled 
by the Federal Government than by the State. 

Mr. LITTLE. But sup: anyone under the law of the State 
should be indicted by the State court, and likewise be indicted by 
the Federal court. It seems to me that that would get up endless 


confusion. What have your States held heretofore. on the subject? | 85, 


Mr. GAMBLE, I do not think the question has ever come 
before the courts that my attention has been definitely called to. 
The State courts have never taken jurisdicti It occurs to me, 
as suggested by my friend from Nebraska [Mr. MEIKLEJOHN], 
that the Indians are still wardsof the Government. They simply 
hold a title under the jurisdiction of the Government, which may 
be AE = 1 years. x ; 

. BAILEY. ill the gentleman permit an inquiry 

Mr. GAMBLE. Certainly. 

Mr. BAILEY. Does not the act provide that when they take 
this land in allotment they become citizens? 

Mr. GAMBLE. They become citizens. 

Mr. BAILEY. Then it is utterly impossible for them to be citi- 


zens and pupils of the United States at the same time. It is very | eral 


clear that the Government has the right to continue them in the 
state of tutelage and dependence, but when it terminates that con- 
dition and makes them citizens of the United States, then it has 
no more power to legislate specifically for them than for any other 
citizen. 

Mr. GAMBLE. This is entirely a question of jurisdiction. It 
is a matter that ought to be passed upon and determined by the 
courts. The Interior Department, I know, does exercise jurisdic- 
tion and contro! of the Indians who have taken allotments, that 
is, those who still retain tribal relations, and I believe we can bet- 
ter maintain this tu than by referring it to State jurisdic- 
tion. [Cries of “ Vote!” Vote!“ 
Ms. IKLEJOHN. Mr. Speaker, if there be no others who 

desire to speak on the measure, I would ask for the previous 
question. 

Mr. MADDOX, Just a word, Mr. Speaker, and then I am 
through. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. I yield to the gentleman. 
ew lero aise ps wee 50. * anason which involves 8 — 

onality of the law w gentleman proposes à 
am fully aware of the necessity of this 8 and 8 


dom of this legislation. It is only a question as to whether Con- 
gress has the right to this law on the subject. The gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. LITTLE] and myself are of the opinion 
that Congress has no authority to passthis law. We believe that 
when these Indians have their lands allotted to them and they be- 
come citizens of a State, the State only can legislate on this sub- 
ject. Our friends take a different view from this. We want to 
= ourselves right upon the record. We have no objection to the 

egislation, except we believe it to be unconstitutional and will 
vote no.“ 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say in reply to 
the gentleman from Texas, in relation to the act of 1887, known 
as the Dawes Act, that it is a contested question what qualifica- 
tions relating to citizenship that act carried with it. I for the 
previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The question being taken on the passage, the Speaker declared 
that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. MEIKLEJOHN. I ask for a division. 

The house divided; and there were—ayes 82, noes 22. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. MEIKLEJOHN, a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

The title was amended as proposed by the committee. 


KANSAS, OKLAHOMA CENTRAL AND SOUTHWESTERN RAILWAY 
COMPANY. 


Mr. SHERMAN, Mr, Speaker, on behalf of the Committee on 
Indian Affairs I call up the bill (H. R. 9868) to extend and amend 
an act entitled An act to grant the right of way to the Kansas, 
Oklahoma Central and Southwestern Railway Company through 
the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, and for other pur- 
pee ee December 21, 1893. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the provisions of an act entitled “An act to d 
the 7. —.— way to the Kansas, Oklahoma Central Southwestern Hall 
way pany through the Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, and 
for other pu m 3 December a be, and the same are hereby, 
extended or a period two years from and after December 21, 1898, so that 
said Kansas, O oma Central and Southwestern Railway Company shall 
have until December 21, 1898, to build the first 100 miles of its said railway lino 


0 
Railway Co: v. a corporation organized, created, and an 
by virtue of the laws of the Territory of Okiahoma, and of the laws of the 
re 


2 5 3 is . invested and empowered with 
e righ’ loca , constructing, equipping, opera a , and main- 
— one line ong che Bane man: 

been allotted to 


taining a railway, te „and te 

Msas. 8 or reserved — Indian beginning at b 
at an: 

to be selected by railway company on theasath tine of the State y Nan 

ontgomery. the south of . 


thereof; 
cable ronte into and a Eran to a point on the Texas 
State line and on Red River between said State of Texas and the Comanche 
Apache Indian in Oklahoma Territory, by way of 
esville, Pawhuska, 3 D ders op ana irene. | in Okla- 
on e Osage, Pawnee. 
rigs Fo a i 8 tions, and through the 
coun wn Logan, Oklah 
Territo: eee eee eee 
i extensio; deem to their interest to 


ozts, and ms as said company ma 
coasters sins and upon the right of way and depot grounds herein pro- 
wer to 


les ville. Indian Territory, an thence in a south or south- 
easterly direction, a distance of not to exceed 30 miles, to coal and 
lands or mines which are operated or may hereafter be operated in the 
Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory 


Mr.SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this bill issimpl 
to extend for two years the time for the construction of this ral. 
road; but, While extending the time, we insert certain limitations 
that are now put in all bills of this character, though they were 
not usually inserted in them at the time when the original bill was 


The bin was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee on Indian Affairs have no 
further business at this time, Mr. Speaker. 

PATENT LAWS. 

Mr. DRAPER (when the Committee on Patents was N 

Mr. Speaker, L am directed by the Committee on Patents to 


for consideration the bill (H. R. 3014) revising and amending 
statutes relating to patents. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, "etc., That section 4885 of the Revised Statutes be, and the 
same 88 amended by inserting on line 4, after the word! country,” 
the words before his invention or discovery thereof,” and on line 5, after 
the word “thereof,” the words “or more than two years prior to his applica- 
tion,” so that the clause so amended Will read as follows: 

“Seo, 4886. Any person who has invented or discovered any new and useful 
art, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful 
improvements thereof, not known or used by others in this country before 
his invention or e en A thereof, and not patented or descri in any 

rinted publication in this or any foreign country before his invention or 
very thereof, or more than two years prior to application, and not in 
public use or on sale in this country for more than two aoe prior to his 
application, unless the same is proved to have been abandoned, may, upon 
payment of the fees required by law and other due proceeding had, obtain 
a patent therefor.” 

SEC. 2. That section 4920 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same hereb 
is, amended by adding to the third clause of said section after“ thereof" ani 
before “ or’’ the following words: * or more than two years prior to his appli- 
cation for a patent therefor; so that the section so amended will read as 


follows: 
“ Sec. 4920. In any action for infringement the defendant may plead the 
general issue, and, having given notice in writing to the plaintiff or his attor- 


ney ns phe ope be before, may prove on trial any one or more of the following 


matters: 

“First. That for the pu of deceiving the public the description and 
specification filed by the patentee in the Patent Office was made to contain 
less than the whole truth relative to his invention or discovery, or more than 
is necessary to produce the desired effect; or, 

“Second. That he had surreptitiously or unjustly obtained the patent for 
that which was in fact invented by another, who was using reasonable dili- 
gence in ada) ng | and 8 the same; or, 

Third. That t has bsen patented or described in some printed publication 
prior to his 3 invention or discovery thereof, or more than two years 
prior to his application for a patent therefor; or, 

“Fourth. That he was not the original and first inventor or discoverer of 
any material and substantial part of the thing patented; or, 

“Fifth. That it had been in pene use or on sale in this country for more 
Mone one years before his application for a patent, or had been abandoned to 

e public. 


or to have had the prior Ty ee be of 

i been used; and if an 

one or more of the special matters all shall be found for the defendant, 

judgment shall be rendered for him with costs. And the like defenses may be 

pleaded in any suit in equity for relief against an alleged infringement; and 

fs of the same may be given upon like notice in the answer of the 
efendant, and with the like effect.” 

BEC. 3. That section 4887 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same hereb: 
is, amended by inserting on line 1, after the words no person,“ the wanda 
“otherwise entitled thereto,” and on line 3, after the words caused to be 
patented,” the words by the inventor or his legal representatives or 

“and by erasing therein all that portion of the section which follows 
the words “in a foreign country,” on lines 3 and 4, and substituting in lieu 
thereof the following: unless the application for said foreign patent was filed 
more than seven months prior tothe Sling of the application in this country, 
in which case no patent shall be gran in thiscountry. This section, as 
hereby amended, shall not apply to any patent in this country granted prior 
oe passage of 127 act, aneto 2 5 a f in 8 
en pen nor to an nt gran ‘or such a pen app: on,“ 80 
that We — i so Amanna will read aa follows: ? 

„So. 4887. No peton otherwise entitled thereto shall be debarred from 
8 a patent for his invention or eae sa nor shall any patent be 
decl invalid, by reason of its haying been patented or caused to be 
patented by the inyentor or his legal representatives or assigns in a foreign 
country, unless the application for foreign patent was filed more than 
seven months prior to the filing of the application in this country, in which 
case nr paua shall be ted in this country. This section, as hereby 
amended, shall not apply to any patent in this country | 0 prior to the 
passage of this act, nor to any applications for a patent in this country then 
pending, nor to any patent granted on such a . 

SEC. 4. That section 4894 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same hereby 
is, amended by striking out the words “two years” in every place where 
they occur and substituting in lieu thereof the words “six months,” and by 

g at the end of the paragra h the 8 sentence: And upon failure 
complete the case for final ac teen monthsafter the filing of 
the application the Commissioner of Patents maay rodra the applicant to 
en thereon; and if upon such 

has not been prose- 


“Sec. 4894. All eae ete for patents shall be completed and pre 
for examination wi 


h 
to the applicant, ong feo be re ed as abandoned by the parties thereto, 
shown 


or any co! 
ular officer authorized to 


meant eee gis 


or before an 
88 y -acts under section 1750 of the 


or perform n 


Statutes, the certificate of such acknowledgment, under the hand and offi 
seal of such notary or other officer, shall be prima facie evidence of the — 5 
cution of such assignment, grant, or conveyance;” so that the section so 
amended will read as follows: 

„SEC. 4898. Every patent or any interest therein shall be assignable in law 
by an instrument in writing, and the patentee or his assigns or legal repre- 
sentatives may in like manner grant and convey an exclusive right under his 
patent to the whole or any specified part of the United States. An assign- 
ment, grant, or conveyance shall be void as against any subsequent pur- 
chaser or heehee for a valuable consideration, without notice, unless it is 
. in ae atent san 9 three months — the date beret onl be 

“Tf any such assignment, grant,or conveyance of an tent sha 
acknowledged before any notary public of the several Sta 155 Territories 
or the District of Columbia. or any commissioner of the United States circuit 
court, or before any secretary of legation or consular officer authorized to 
administer oaths or perform notarial acts under section 1750 of the Revised 
Statutes, the certificate of such acknowledgment, under the hand and official 
seal of such notary or other officer, shall be prima facie evidence of the exe- 
cution of such ent. grant, or conveyance.” 

Sec. 6. That section 4921 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same hereby 
is, amended by adding thereto the following sentence: 

But in any suit or action brought for the infringement of any patent 
there shall be no recovery of profits or ages for any infringement com- 
mitted more than six years before the filing of the bill of complaint or the 
issuing of the writ in such suit or action, and this provision shall apply to 
existing causes of action;” so that the section so amended will read as folicws: 

“Src. 4921. The several courts vested with jurisdiction of cases arising under 
the patent laws shall have power to grant injunctions according to the course 
and principles of courts of equity, to prevent the violation of any right secured 
by patent, onsuch terms as the court may deem reasonable; | upona decree 
being rendered in any such case for an infringement the complainant shall be 
entitled to recover, in addition to the profits to be accounted for by the defend- 
ant, the damages the complainant has sustained thereby; and the court 
assess the same or cause the same to be under itsdirection. And the 
court shall have the same power to increase such damages, in its discretion, 
asis piven to increase the as found by verdicts in actions in the nature 
ions of t: upon the case. ‘ 

But in any suit or action brought for the infringement of any patent there 

be no recovery of profits or for any infringement committed 
more than six years before the filingof the bill of com tor the issuing of 
the writ in such suit or action, and this provision 1 apply to exis 
causes of action.” 


Mr. DRAPER. Mr. Speaker, I ask for the reading of the report 
as a part of 8 
The report (by Mr. DRAPER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Patents, to whom was referred House bill 3014, have had 
the same under consideration and report as follows: ; 

This is a bill prepared by a special committee of the American Bar Associa- 
tion on amendment of the patent law, whose report was accepted and indorsed 
by the entire association. 

Coming before the committee and the House as the result of the study of 
the ablest lawyers of the anton Dlr have had to deal with all the — — 
under the patent law that come before the courts, your committee have felt 
that their recommendation was entitled to great weight, and have been nat- 
urally inclined to report the bill without amendment. They haye, however, 
further sought the advice of the Commissioner of Patents and of some of the 
most eminent judges on the bench, whoconcur in the opinion that the changes 
recommended are wise. 

In one point only have the committee ventured to amend the changes pro- 
ee by the eminent gentlemen responsible for the bill. There isa strong 

eeling in the community that undue delays in the Patent Office, which have 
sometimes taken 1 are against public policy, and your committee have 
endeavored to make the amendment proposed by the bar association to meet 
this state of things even more stringent. 

To this end they recommend an amendment to this bill, as follows: That 
section 4, line 5. on e 5, be amended by the insertion after the word 
“months” of the following: 

“And by adding at the end of the paragraph the following: ‘And upon fail- 
ure to complete the case for final action within eighteen months r the 
filing of the application, the Commissioner of Patents may require the appli- 
cant to show cause why final action should not be taken thereon; and if upon 
such hearing the Commissioner determines that the application has not been 
prosecuted with reasonable diligence, he shall make an order requiring the 
applicant to complete his case for final action within six months therea ter, 
and upon the expiration of said six months final action shall be taken thereon. 
In cases where been dec , three years’ additional time 
may be allowed for the ee of the interference, which e may be 
extended by the Com oner of Patents upon its being shown to his satis- 
faction that due diligence has been shown in prosecution of such action.“ 

An y adding, in line 14 of the same section, after the word unavoid- 
able,” the same language, as follows: 

And A en failure to complete the case for final action within eighteen 
months after the filing of the application, the Commissioner of Patents may 
require the giao to show cause why final action should not be taken 
thereon; and if upon such hearing the Commissioner determines that the 
application has not been prosecuted with reasonable diligence, he shall make 
an order uiring the applicant to complete his case for final action within 
six months thereafter, and upon the expiration of said six months final action 
shall be taken thereon. In cases where interference has been declared, three 
years’ additional time may be allowed for the prosecution of the interference, 
which time may be extended by the 5 of Patents upon its being 
prowa: to} pis satisfaction that due diligence has been shown in prosecution 
of su on.“ 

The amendments proposed in this bill are none of them of a radical charac- 
ter, and are needed, in the judgment of the committee, to harmonize the 
statutes, in view of court decisions,and to meet certain abuses that have 
grown up under the present law. 

The first amendment to section 4886 provides that the patenting or publi- 
cation of an invention in any foreign country, if more than two years prior 
to the application in this country, shall bea bar toa patent. As the law now 
stands, an invention may be published and patented abroad, and years after 
be patented to the foreign inventor in this country. The same reasons that 
compel the 5 for a patent under the present law to apply within two 
years after the invention gone into public use in this country make it 
reasonable that he should apply for his patent within two years after it has 
been patented or published abroad, 

The amendment to section 4920 is to make that section harmonize with sec- 
tion 4886 as amended. 

The amendment to section 4887 is made desirable by recent decision of the 
8 Court, which limits the term of a United States patent to that of a 
foreign patent, if a foreign patent is taken out on the same invention and 
issues before the patent in the United States. It is proposed as an amendment 
that the granting of a foreign patent to the same in ventor or his assigns shall 


terference has 
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not affect the term of the United States patent unless the spies for said 
fore atent was filed more than seven months prior to the filing of the 
application in this country, in which case no patent be granted here. 
Asimilar provision exists in the laws or treaties of most European countries, 
and this provision, it is believed, will accomplish the l which the legis- 
lators had in view in framing the present law, and obviate all of its 
present inconveniences. section as amended will not a ply to any 
patent in this country granted prior to the passage of this nor to an 

applications for a patent in this country then pending, or to any pateni 


ted on such a pen application. 

or The amendment provided pli section 4 to section 4894 is for the > dag Eng of 

reventing delays in the Patent Office. The bill provides that the term of 
sh ears within which the 9 must complete and prepare for exam - 
ination the filing of his apples ion, and also the same term within which he 
must prosecute the same for action thereon, be reduced to six months. 
The committee believe that this shortening of time for delay is proper ann 
have gone further in the same direction in the amendment to the W. 
they have recommended. 

Section 5 of the bill is a matter of detail, and provides that a certificate of 
acknowledgment of assignment of patents before a proper officer shall be 
prima facié evidence of execution. 

Section 6 provides a statute of limitation in patent cases. Under the deci- 
sions of the Supreme Court the State statutes of limitation apply to actions 
for infringement of patents brought upon the law side of the court. It seems 
to your committee desirable that there should be a uniform statute of limi- 
tations, and Bay therefore adopt the recommendation of the committee of 
the bar association. 8 

It is believed, as before stated, that these amendments will simplify and 
improve she poten law, and they are unanimous in recommending the 
sage of the bill, with the exception of the last section in regard to the stat- 
ute of limitations, in regard to which a minority of the committee reserve 
the right to dissent. 


Mr. DRAPER. Mr. Speaker, this bill proposes half a dozen 
minor amendments to the patent law which have been recom- 
mended unanimously by the American Bar Association. A year 
ago or more a committee of that association was appointed to con- 
sider such amendments as might be found desirable in the patent 
law, and that committee, while unable to agree on matters which 
they considered of great moment, did to recommend the 
hal? dozen amendments which are embodied in this bill. I will 
not discuss the matter generally at length, but will take up these 
modifications one at a time and explain them to the House. I 
may say in the outset that the bill, in the reading, sounded some- 
what formidable, because the entire statutes that are proposed to 
be amended were read. 

The first amendment is to section 4886. It provides that the 
patenting or publication of an invention in any foreign country 
more than two years prior to the application in this country s 
be a bar to obtaining a patent. at is to say, if a patent is 
granted in a foreign country, then after two years from the grant 
of that patent the applicant can not obtain a patent in the United 
States, as he now can. As the law now stands, a man may publish 
or patent an invention in a foreign country and years afterwards 
it may be patented in this country. In the United States if an 
inventor has his invention in public use more than two years be- 
fore he applies for a patent he can not obtain a patent upon it. 
It seems to me, and it seems to your committee, that this amend- 
ment would be a very proper addition to the law, and an addition 
in the interest of the public. 

Section 5 of the bill is a matter of detail. It provides that a 
certificate of acknowledgment of assignment of a patent, before 
a proper officer, shall be pema facie evidence of execution. 

tion 6 provides a statute of limitation in patent causes. This 
is the only section upon which there was any difference of opinion 
in your committee. Some members of the committee thought 
that the statutes of limitation of the several States should con- 
trol, whereas this bill proposes to make a universal statute of six 
ears, covering the entire country. Nominority report, however, 
tas been filed, so that the bill stands as the recommendation of the 
comunittee. 

It is also sought in the bill to remedy an evil which some have 
considered almost an abuse in the Patent Office, namely, that an 
applicant for a patent can make his application, receive a rejec- 
tion, wait two years before making an answer to the rejection, 
and continue in that way, so that the application may remain in 
the Patent Office a long time, a term of five or ten or possibly 
fifteen years, and then may come out of the office and cover the 
invention for seventeen years from the date of issue, This bill pro- 
poses an amendment to that part of the law by substituting the 
words „six months” for the words “two years,” so that after 
receiving a reply from the office to his application the applicant 
shall be required to make his answer within six months, thus 
reducing the length of time that an application can remain in the 
office. This, however, did not seem a sufficient limitation to your 
committee, and the amendments which they have Pid aes go 
still further in the direction of limiting not only the time that 
the applicant can delay answering the reply of the Patent Office 
to his application, but also limiting the time that his application 
can remain without final action in the office, except in cases of 
interference. 

The amendments which are proposed by the committee apply to 
different sections of the bill, but mean exactly the same thing. 
The amendment to section 4 proposes to insert the following: 


And 8 failure to complete the case for final action ba go thteen 
months after the filing of the application the Commissioner of Patents may 


action should not be taken 
oner determines that the 
reasonable diligence, he shall 0 


the applicant to show cause why final 
the 


ereon; and if upon such heari 

3 “a patie te his case for final action within 
Q! 

atx months the; ter, nd upon the expiration of said atx monthe final action 

shall be et n thereon. In cases where inteyference has been „three 

years’ onal time may be allowed for the prosecution of the interference, 

which time may be extended by the Commissioner of Patents upon its 

yt — 4 5 satisfaction that due diligence has been shown in prosecution 

Another amendment of the committee proposes a change in the 
provision of section 4887 of the Revised Statutes. This amend- 
mentis made sees base by arecent decision of the Supreme Court, to 
the effect that under the present law, properly interpreted, the term 
of a United States patent is to be limited by that of a foreign patent 
if the foreign-patent was for the same invention and was issued 
before the patent granted by the United States. The fact is, that 
when this bill was prepared it was intended to cover cases of for- 
eigners taking patents in the United States. But there have 
arisen cases in which Americans, having made inventions, have 
applied simultaneously for an American patent and a foreign pat- 
ent; and in such cases, owing to the fact that in most foreign 
countries there is no system of examination, while in our country 
there is such a system, which delays the issue of the patent for 
months, at least, and possibly for years, the foreign patent has 
frequently come out first. In such cases, according to the decision 
to which I refer, the American patent expires at the date of the 
expiration of the foreign patent. The amendment to section 4887 
was intended to cover these cases. It is pro as an amend- 
ment to the existing law that the granting of a foreign patent to 
the same inventor or his assigns shall not affect the term of the 
United States patent unless the application for said foreign patent 
was filed more than seven months prior to the filing of the appli- 
cation in this country, in which case no parens shall be granted 
here. A similar provision exists in the laws or treaties of most 
European countries, and this provision, it is believed, will accom- 
plish the object which the legislators had in view in framing the 
present law, and will obviate all of its present inconveniences. 

This section as amended would not apply to any American pat- 
ent that has been granted prior to the passage of this act or to any 
applications now pending in this country for a patent, or to any 
patent granted on any pending 5 It will apply onl 
to applications which may be made after the passage of this bill, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I believe I have explained the cases that this 
bill is intended to cover. It embraces, as will be seen, merely 
minor modifications of the patent laws. Its passage is recom- 
mended by the bar association, whose committee bestowed a great 
deal of time in the hier oy me of the subject. It is recommended 
by the Commissioner of Patents, and recommended also by your 
Committee on Patents. 

Reserving the balance of my time, I shall be glad to answer any 
questions in regard to the bill that any gentleman may desire to 
Ask. If no one desires to make any inquiry, I will ask for a vote. 

Mr. HULICK. I wish to ask the gentleman, in the first piace 
whether there-areany copies of this bill which can be had? I have 
been trying to secure a copy of the bill and report, but have thus 
far failed to do so. 

Mr. DRAPER. Copies of the bill and report are, so far as I 
know, in the document room; but I shall be very glad to furnish 
to the oe my copies. 

Mr. ICK. There is one further question I should like to 
ask. I wish to know whether these amendments have reference 
to cases where patents have expired and where parties have de- 
sired to obtain renewals. There are cases where, upon the expira- 
tion of a patent, parties may desire, by reason of the death of the 
inventor, or for some other good reason which might be satisfac- 
tory to the Department, to obtain a renewal. Has the committee 
in any of these amendments provided any means outside of the 
existing laws by which patents may be renewed; and if so, for what 
length of time? 

Mr. DRAPER. One of the amendments provides that the Com- 
missioner of Patents may require the applicant to show cause why 
final action should not be taken, and if he shows reasonable cause, 
it is supposed that that will govern. The gentleman is speaking 
of the amendments of the committee, I presume. : 

Mr. HULICK. Yes, sir; and with reference to the particular 
matter I have just indicated. 

Mr. DRAPER. Ifthe gentleman desires, I will read the amend- 


ments > 

Mr. HULICK. I think the géntleman did not comprehend the 
scope of my question. 

Mr. DRAPER. I desire to do so. 

Mr. HULICK. Solunderstand. Now, I wish to know whether 
the existing laws or the regulations of the Department in refer- 
ence to the renewal of a patent which has expired by limitation 
of time are affected by any of these amendments submitted by the 
committee? There are, of course, cases where it may be desired 
for some good reason that an extension of the patent be granted, 
in order that the patentee or his representatives may realize some- 
thing from the invention. 


Mr. DRAPER. There is nothing in the bill which affects that 
question one way or the other. 

Mr. HULICK. Well, I have not had time or opportunity to 
examine the bill; hence I asked the question. 


Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, this bill (H. R. 3014) has been 
so carefully considered by the committee and so ably presented 
and explained by the chairman of the committee [Mr. DRAPER] 
both in his report and in his remarks, that those who have read 
the one and heard the other will be convinced of the importance 


of . this bill. 

e great ingenuity of the American le, their fertility of 
ideas, and their untiring energy in carrying them out have been 
among the great causes of development in this country and the 
reasons for its groat advancement in industry and wealth. The 
protection of the inventions of our people by granting them 
the right (by patent) to sue others using their improvements 
without permission from the inventor has given the inventor the 

rtunity of getting the necessary assistance to perfect and 

ly develop his ideas and put their resultant on the market. 

The effect has been that our machinery and mechanical devices 
have so cheapened in many matters the cost of production that 
we find our goods selling cheaper in foreign markets than they can 
be made for there, and yet the American laborer is paid in the 
manufacture of these articles double and treble the amount paid 
for similar labor in foreign countries. 

Our statutes affecting patent rights have long needed the amend- 
ments made by this bill in order, among other things, to expedite 
the granting of patents and to give our patentees relief from the 
effect now given to foreign patents, and their lapsing affecting our 
pace under certam conditions. This bill properly r tes 

ese matters and gives only such rights as should have been pro- 
vided for longago. In this respect it relieves patentees and those 
who are assisting them from a cumbersome system, which worked 
no good to any one and great harm to the American inventor in 
many instances. 

The universal statute of limitation provided for by this bill 
will also meet, I am satisfied, with general approval by the courts, 
for it again simplifies the issues gives six years—an abundant 
time to the industrious prosecutor of his rights—to push his claims, 
and prevents an inventor sleeping on his rights too long and allow- 
ing others to develop his invention, and when they have amassed 
a profit by their industry, to compel them to pay triple dama 

r a long lapse of years. The statutes giving patent rights 
being national, the limitation of recovery should be limited 
by national laws and be uniform throughout the country. 

Mr. DRAPER. I ask for a vote on the amendments of the 
committee. 

The question being taken, the amendments Lido, pe to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DRAPER, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. - 


PATENTS GRANTED TO NAVAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. FAIRCHILD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up another bill 
from the Committee on Patents, the bill (H. R. 4178) providing for 
the use by the United States of devices covered by letters patent. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted. etc., That whenever, in the 7 2 of the Secretary of the 
Navy, the public interests will be promoted by the usein the naval service of 
devices covered by letters patent j to an 

retained in his owne: or assign 
eee ee — £ i Keri 
as may to the Secretary e Navy seem just and equital 
— ny the ie geen to be paid by the United States for assignment 
or for the use of such devices will be had by the Secretary of the Na 
to any facilities in originating the work or perfecting the invention whi 
the inventor may have enjoyed by reason of his connection with the public 


Mr. FAIRCHILD. Lask for the reading of there in my time. 

The report (by Mr. FAIRCHILD) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Patents, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4178) pro- 
viding for the use by the United States of devices covered by letters patent 
which may be he r issued to any officer of the Navy, have examined the 
same, and report as follows: 

The evils sought to be remedied by this bill, and the ts in support 
thereof, are ae to by the Secretary of the Navy in annual report to 
Con; as follows: 

“Inventions useful to the naval service are Sie gee Lg mer by officers 
of the Navy. Officers have aliar opportunities in the line of their duty 
for discove' the defects of naval ap) fences and devising remedies for the 
same. When they have been especially assigned to the duty of making ex- 

riments for the purpose of suggesting improvements in some particular 
g 7 if the fi me 3 5 conducting ie y anu have 83 

e Department, an e expenses, including the procuring of pa 
hove been borne ortos Department, the improvements or devices are the 


et A of the U 
bee however, an officer is not acting under authority of the Depart- 
DA 8 = the — 5 was especiall 


the duty of in rr! Lear age Seon, Fee = 
ments and 8 the le tent are borne by the officer, it m 
tent isthe PODELE OF the officer, and is valid as against the 


The inventive genius of officers should not besu 
unjustl see 


essed, nor should the: 

be eae oe fruits of their labor, but, on the other hand, there 
ought to no ex ry stimulus to turn to their own 
advantage knowledge acq at the expense of the Goyernment and tend- 
ing to promote the interests of the service in which they are employed. 
Such a stimulus exists where the Government must do without improve- 
ments essential to its naval power or pay to whom it has educated 

es for developing wach improvements such 


ons 
PONNY uitable and : The piinia — may be used by or for Her 
esty’s service, and that the terms of payment, if any. shall ecided 

the ty,’ and in settling terms, either for assignment or 
a . lty — See ay es 7 ace — wW out, 
an ‘ecting the invention w. theinventor ma vee ed by reason 
of his official position.’ 7 egies ` 

“As naval officers receive their education at the expense of the Govern- 


ment, and their opportunities to make improvements in naval appliances 
result largely from such education and the facilities afforded them by the 
duties they perform under the Government, I have the honor to recommend 
that Congress be asked to enact legislation providing that the United States 
vices covered by letters patent 


may at any time the right to use 


issued to officers of the Navy, w. er retained in their ownership or assigned 
to others, u eg aa ge render ag si beer ae reo eon „by the 
8 the Navy, be deemed just and le.“ (Annual rt of 


of the Navy, 1895, pages 48 and 49.) 
— azote thereport of the Judge-Advocate-General 


to Co 
In 


mend the ponaga the bill with the following amendments: 
Insert after words “covered by letters patent.“ in line 5, * oe may 


The amendments were agreed to. The question recurred on 
the en ent and third reading of the bi 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, I would like some explanation other 
than the report gives about this bill. Is it the purpose of its en- 
actment to give to an officer in the employ of the Government the 
benefit of a patent gained while in the discharge of his duty, while 
in the pay of the Government, and when his services and time 
belonged to the Government? Does it give him an opportunity to 
receive the full benefit of a patent which he may acquire under 
such circumstances? : 

- Mr. FAIRCHILD. I will answer the gentleman by stating that 
a naval officer now in the employ of the Government has the priv- 
ilege to which he refers, and he has it to an extent that he can 
deprive the Government even of the right to use the patent in any 
way whatever except upon his own terms. It is to correct that 
very evil that the bill is drafted, in accordance with the recom- 
mendation of the Secretary of the Navy, who has had experience 
resulting from the present situation; and the bill is designed, while 
not taking away from the officer the privilege of receiving proper 
compensation for any invention that he may make, to provide a 


means of determining what that proper compensation shall be 
when the patent is used by the United States Government. 
Mr. BL Then the bill seems to be in the direction of cor- 


recting the evil I thonght it was attempting to establish. I have 
no further questions to ask. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and z 
(H. R.-4178) is also of 


Mr. MIT LL. Mr. , this bi 
There is not a company 


great importance and should be 
engaged in manufacture in the United States and properly man- 
which does not seek to protect its interests by securing itself 

in the right to the exclusive use of the inventions of its employees 
in the line of the business which they are carrying on; and it is 
customary for companies developing new ideas to have an agree- 
ment with every employee providing for the purchase by the em- 
ployer of the inventions of the employee on some fair basi 

The rights secured by peen emanate entirely from the Gov- 
ernment, and it is a special privilege granted by statute to invent- 
ors, and from which the inventor derives exclusive advantages. 

As the average business corporation, as I have before said, pro- 
tects itself even from an employee who may be only a short time in 
its employ, certainly the Government should be p aced in as good 
a position as the average company, and should not be excluded 
from using, under some fair arrangement, the inventions of men 
who are not only in the employ of the Government but whom the 
Government has ially educated for many years, at its own 
expense, in the line in which the inventions are made. It would 
seem that no argument would be necessary to convince even the 
naval inventor who would be affected by this particular bill that 
it was most eminently fitting for him to give to the Government, 
for a fair re the exclusive right to the use of any improve- 
ments born of his inventive genius. Were the Government de- 
prived of this right it might prove disastrous to the country. 
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Those inventions might be the very ones which would be re- 
uired to perfect some mechanical device which would place the 
ernment in a much safer position than it otherwise would be 
in. It would, therefore, be a mistake to put any curb on the in- 
ventive genius of the naval inventor. This bill does not put a curb 
upon it, but gives the Government the opportunity of acquiring 
the inventions on paying the employee of the Government such 
com tion as his inventive genius may be entitled to, and thus 
obtaining the exclusive right to the use of his inventions. 
CONSIDERATION OF PRIVATE PENSION BILLS. 
Mr. HENDERSON. Mr.Speaker, I desire tosubmit a privileged 
a ede from the Committee on Rules, and ask its present con- 
sideration. 


I am directed by the committee, to whom was referred House 
resolution No. 482, to report back the same and recommend its 


passage. 7 y 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That on Tuesday, the 19th day of January, immediately after 
the reading of the Journal, the House resolve itsel? into Co ttee of 
the Whole House for the consideration of such bills as are in order on the ses- 
sions of Friday evenings, and that in the consideration of such bills under 
this resolution ten minutes’ debate shall be allowed on each 
amendments pepe 
and those oppene 5 e bill: Provided, however, That nothing in this resolu- 
tion shall be ed as interfering 
appropriation bills. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Lask the previous question. = 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker—— 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. GROSVEN OR. Mr. Speaker, I was trying to pt the 
attention of the Chair for the purpose of stating that as I under- 
stand it an assignment of an election case was made for to-morrow. 

Mr. HENDERSON. That goes over by consent, or request of 
the Elections Committee, until Wednesday. Jud cCaLL 
desires me to state to the House in this connection that the Vir- 

inia contested-election case of Yost vs. Tucker will come up on 

ednesday next. 

The resolution reported from the Committee on Rules was 


agreed to. 
The Clerk proceeded with the call of committees, 
CHARGES OF DESERTION IN CERTAIN CASES. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, I present the bill which I send to the Clerk’s 
k. 


des 

The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 9102) to amend section 5 of an act to relieve certain appointed 
or enlisted men of the Navy and Marine Corps from the charge of desertion, 
approved August 14, 1888. 

The SPEAKER. This call is for bills upon the House Calendar. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. This bill does not come up under the rules 
now? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order now. 

LEASE OF CERTAIN ISLANDS IN ALASKA. 

Mr. SCRANTON. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee 
on Territories, I present the bill (S. 2555) to authorize the Secre- 
tary ot the Treasury to issue leases of certain islands in Alaska 
for the breeding of foxes. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I hope we = have the report read, Mr. 
Speaker, so as to understand the bill. 4 

The SPEAKER. This bill is not on the House Calendar. lt 
has never been reported. 

Mr. SCRANTON. The committee has authorized a favorable 


report. 

The SPEAKER. It is not on the Calendar. It must be on the 
Calendar to be in order under this call. 

Mr. SCRANTON. A Senate bill? 

The SPEAKER. A Senate bill. The idea of this committee 
hour, so called, is to bring up bills which are on the Calendar of 
the Honse and which do not involve an 3 The bill is 
required to be on the Calendar, so that House may have some 
notice of its existence as a bill. 

Mr. SCRANTON. Then I will ask to withdraw the bill. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. BARTHOLDT. Lask unanimous consent to have the Com- 
mittee on Immigration called again. I have a resolution from that 
committee. 


The SPEAKER. Is the resolution on the House Calendar? 
Mr. BARTHOLDT. No, sir. 

The SPEAKER. It is of no use to call the committee then. 
Mr. BARTHOLDT. It is merely a formal matter. 

The SPEAKER. This would not be the proper time. 

The Clerk resumed and completed the of committees. 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make a parliamentary 


uiry. 
SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 


Mr. BAILEY. I desire to know if to-day was designated as Dis- 
trict of Columbia day? 

The SPEAKER. it was; but the chairman of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia thought he would not call up matters 
from that committee until later. 

Mr. BAILEY. Then I desire to know if, under that regular 
order, he has the sled to desist so long as he pleases, and then 
take advantage of the order at any time he pleases. It seems to 
me, if this day has been set apart for that purpose, he owes it to 
the House to enter upon the business of that committee. > 

Mr. DOCKERY. He should either claim the day or disavow 
his intention to do so. 

The SPEAKER. If anybody is to blame for that, the Chair 
thinks he is. The Chair thought that, as he was informed that 
the business of the District of Columbia would take but about two 
hours, perhaps we could finish up some business on the House 
Calendar in a more expeditious way in the early part of the day, 
rather than in the later part. 

Mr. BAILEY. I frankly say to the Chair that I have been in- 
duced to make the inquiry by reason of the fact that a number of 
gentlemen have inquired of me what the District Committee in- 
tended to call up, and I was unable to answer, 2 

The SPEAKER. Well, the Chair is unable to answer that. H 
Was not aware of any special matter that was to be brought up, 
but understood that there were some matters that would be likely 
to take an hour and a half or two hours, and in endeavoring to 
dis of the business of the House it seemed that this would 
perhaps be the better way to do it. . 

Mr. BAILEY. I should not have interrupted the call excep 
for the fact that there seems to be no further committee business. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, there seems to be a sort of inter- 
tte bore and I should like unanimous consent to get a bill in. 

ughter. 

Mr. S MAN. I ask unanimous consent that we return to 
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. SHER- 
MAN] asks unanimous consent to return to the Committee on In- 
terstate and Foreign Commerce, for the consideration of a bill 
that will be appropriate under this call. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had the following resolution; in 
which the concurrence of the House was recta: 

Resolved by the Senate ov House of e ah eran falar concurri: 
building 3 additional accommodati 
shall not be used or occupied, nor any part thereof, for an 
that legitimately ed with the aforesaid Library oi 
ized by law. 

The message also announced that ihe Senate had passed with- 
out amendment the bill (H. R. 9733) to authorize the Union Rail- 
road Company to construct and maintain a bridge across the 
Monongahela River. 

SENATE RESOLUTION REFERRED. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following resolution was 
taken from the Speaker's table and referred to the Committee on 
the Library: 

Resolved the Senate (the House of Ri tatives concurri 
building providing additional poorat tions for the Library oe 8 


shall no used or occupied, nor any part thereof, for an other than 
that legitimately connected with the aforesaid Library of Gongress as author- 


ized by law. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing from the President of the United States 
‘was communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secre- 
taries, who also announced that the President had approved and 
signed bills and joint resolutions of the following titles: 

On January 14, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 4604) granting a pension to Jane Fisher. 

On January 15, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 878) to reduce the cases in which the penalty of 
death may be inflicted. 

On 3 16, 1897: 

An act (H. R. 5407) to remove the charge of desertion now 
mandog Aaa Oscar A, Bulette, known in his mili title as 
Austin Bulette, late private in Company E, Fifty-second Illinois 
Infantry Volunteers, during late war; 

An act (H. R. 2358) for the relief of Arminda White, widow of 
Israel White; 

An act (H. R. 5393) for the relief of Lucinda Rickards, widow, 
and the minor children of John D. Rickards, deceased; 

Wee act (H. R. 979) granting a pension to Frances E. Helfen- 
n; 
An act (H. R. 2405) granting a pension to Maria Gibbons; 
An act (H. R. 4405) granting a pension to Augustus G. Cary; 


ng), That the 

ons for the Library of Congress 
rpose other than 
asauthor- 


An act (H. R. 5050) granting a pension to Ransom C. Hazelipș' 


oe act (H. R. 5311) granting a pension to Sarah Ann Wible; 
an 
An act (H. R. 9139) granting a pension to Margaret J. Young. 
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On January 16, 1897: 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 218) to permit railroads in the Dis- 
trict to 8 additional parts of the streets to accommodate the 
traveling public attending the inaugural ceremonies. 

Tho following bills were presented to the President on the 5th 
instant, and not haying been returned by him to the House of 
8 in which they originated within the time prescribed by 
the Constitution of the United States, have become laws without 


his approval: 
An act (H. R. 2969) to grant a pan to Mrs. Lucy A. Allen; 
An act (H. R. 4361) to pension William H. Nesbitt; 
An (H. R. 986) for the relief of Hiram P. Pauley; 
An act (H. R. 5787) for the relief of Henry A. F. Worth; 
An act (H. R. 1022) to increase the pension of Bryan Cotton; 
An act (H. R. 6468) to increase the pension of Andrew R. Ladd; 
an act (H. R. 6466) to increase the pension of George V. Bar- 
nard; 


An act (H. R. 5400) to increase the pension of Mary L. Bacon, 
widow of the late George B. Bacon, late lieutenant-commander of 
the United States Navy; 

An act (H. R. 1178) granting a pension to Sarah Weedon Jones; 

- An act (H. R. 1825) granting a pension to Mary Prince, widow 
of Ellis Prince; 

An act (H. R. 1827) granting a pension to Nancy B. Prince, 
widow of Elbert Prince; 

An act (H. R. 1892) granting a pension to Catharine Darragh; 

An aċt (H. R. 2359) granting a pension to Katherine Zeigen- 
htim, of Louisville, Ky.; 

An act (H. R.3152) granting a pension to Charlotte A. Welton; 

An act (H. R. 4720) granting an increase of pension to Isaac H. 
Whetsel, of Louisville, Ky.; 

An act (H. R. 4052) approving certain acts of the legislative 
assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, authorizing the issue 
of certain bonds of said Territory, and for other purposes; 

An act (H. R. 3139) for the relief of M. R. William Grebe; and 

An act (H. R. 3771) for the relief of Stratton H. Benscoter. 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE RIO GRANDE AT EL PASO, TEX. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce, I call up the bill (H. R. 9935) 
to authorize the construction or acquisition of a bridge across the 
Rio Grande River at El Paso, in the State of Texas. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this is a bill containing the 
usual limitations, qualifications, and restrictions, and it differs 
from ordinary bills of this kind only in that it gives the compan 
a right to acquire the title to any bridge that now exists at 
Paso, and to enlarge and strengthen it for the use of the com 
provided that can be done. The War Department reports 
will not obstruct navigation, and approves of the measure, 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and a third 
time; and it was vate read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


BRIDGE ACROSS MONONGAHELA RIVER IN ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PA. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I also call up for consideration 
the bill (S. 3071) to authorize the construction of a bridge over 
the Monongahela River from the borough of Braddock to the 
township of Mifflin, Pa. 

The bill was read at length. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 


WEST BRADDOCK BRIDGE COMPANY. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I also call up for consideration 
the bill (H. R. 9841) to amend an act authorizing the West Brad- 
dock Bridge Company to construct a bridge over the Monongahela 
River from the borough of Rankin to Mifflin Township. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. Speaker, this is simply an extension of 
the time for the construction of this bridge, which is now under 
way, for three months, or until the middle of July next. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


DISTRICT BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin, chairman of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, calls up the business 
of that committee. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
for the consideration of bills on the Calendar reported from the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. DALZELL in the chair. 


y, 
tit 


The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering 
bills reported by the Committee on the District of Columbia. The 
Clerk will report the first bill. 


BRIDGE ACROSS EASTERN BRANCH OF POTOMAC RIVER. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 8010) to authorize a survey for construction of a bridge across 
the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River in line with Massachusetts avenue 
extended eastward. 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and directed to cause to be made, as soon as practicable, a survey, plan, 
and estimate of the cost of constructing a substantial wooden, iron, steel, or 
masonry bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and the necessary os adie thereto, such bridge to begin 
for its westward end at a suitable point on the Government reservation in 
line with Massachusetts avenue extended eastward, and extending thence 
across the said river toa suitable point in the line of usotts avenue 
extended, for its eastern end, such bridge when constructed to be - 
tained as a free bridge for travel, and to be of such strength and dimensions 
as to accommodate the ordinary traffic which passes over an ordinary high- 
Way, and also the tracks and traffic of any street railway or railways em- 

loying horses or electric or mechanical motors (not steam-operated motors) 

or the propulsion of its cars which may hereafter be granted the right to 
cross such rako by the authorities vested with such power, and to report 
theroon to the Congress of the United States on the first Monday of Decem- 
ber, 1896; and that the sum of $3,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated; 255 such sur- 
vey, plan, and estimate, and such contingencies ag arg necessarily inciden 
eer such sum of money to be immediately available upon the passage 

act. 


Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, this bill is formulated upon a 
report made by the Secretary of War, and is a substitute for the 
bill offered before the committee for the purpose of constructing 
a bridge across the Eastern Branch at the end of chusetts 
avenue extended. The Secretary of War made this report—that 
it would be desirable first to make an appropriation for a survey, 
after which the bill can be ay soa considered and brought before 
this House. This matter has been on the Calendar for some time, 
and it would seem to me that the bridge would be a public neces- 
sity in the near future. I move, Mr. Chairman, that the bill be 
laid aside with a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I suggest that the gentleman 
should amend the bill. Here is a report provided for, to be made 
on the first Monday of December, 1896. That time has alread 

assed. I suppose the gentleman would desire to have it amend 
or the report to be e on the first Monday of December, 1897, 

Mr. BABCOCK. I move that amendment, Mr. Chairman— 
that in line 23 1 to the first Monday of December, 1897. 

The CHAIRMAN. ithout objection, the amendment will be 
considered as agreed to. [After a pause.] The Chair hears no 
objection. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor- 
able recommendation. 


TAXES AND TAX SALES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I call up for present consid- 
eration the bill H. R. 4149, which is on the Calendar. A substi- 
tute has been offered by the committee, but for some reason it is 
not on the Calendar. It is the bill H. R. 8499. 

The title of the bill H. R. 4149 was read. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I ask that the reading of the bill H. R. 4149 
be . with, and that the bill H. R. 8499 be substituted in 
its e. 


Š e CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wisconsin asks unani- 


mous consent to dispense with the reading of the bill H. R. 4149 
and that House bill 8499 be substituted in its place. Without 
objection, it will be so ordered. [After a pause.] The Chair 
hears no objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
A bill (H. R. 8499) in relation to taxes and tax sales in the District of Columbia, 


Be it enacted, etc., That the assessor of the District of Columbia shall pre- 
pare a list of all taxes on real property in said District subject to taxation on 
which said taxes are levied and in asrpere on the Ist day of July of each 
year hereafter; and the Commissioners of said District are hereby authorized 
and directed to appoint two clerks, at an annual salary of $1,300 each per 
annum, to prepare said list and perform such other duties as may be assigned 
to them by theassessor. And the Commissioners of said District shall publish 
the said list, with notico of sale, in a pamphlet, of which not less than 2,000 
copies shall be printed for distribution to taxpayers applying therefor. Said 
Commissioners shall, on the third Tuesday in March of each year hereafter, 
give notice, which shall contain the name of each and every person in which 
each piece of property is assessed, 3 A with the amount of tax against 
each, by advertising twice a week fur three successive weeks in the re r 
issue of two or more daily newspapers published in said District that said 
phiet has been pnma, and that a copy thereof will be delivered to any 
xpayer 8 85 therefor at the office of the collector of taxes of said Dis- 
trict; and if the faxes due, ses rege with the penalties and costs that may 
have accrued thereon, shall not be paid prior to the day fixed for sale, thi 
property will be sold under the direction of the Commissioners of the Distric 
of Columbia at public auction at the office of the said collector of taxes, com- 
mencing at least three weeks after the first publication of said notice, and con- 
tinuing on each following day, Sundays and legal holidays excepted, until all 
said delinquent proper’ issold. Adescription sufficient to identify the prop- 
erty shall be co ered a proper description: Provided, however, That pro 
m advertised and sold for nonpayment of taxes 
the same tax. 
ed aforesaid the Commissioners shall pro- 
any and all property upon which such taxes 
remain unpaid, and continue to — — every secular day until all the 
real shall have 


property as aforesaid brought to auction and sold. Ia 


> 
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case no other person bids the amount due on any lot, the said collector of 
taxes shall bid the amount due on the same, and purchase it for the District. 
Sec. 3. That every purchaser other than the District, at any sale of property 
sold as aforeasid, eel pay the amount of his bid to the collector of taxes 
within five days after the last day of sale. If any such purchaser shall not 
have paid his bid, or the same shall not have been collected from him within 
the time above mentioned, the Commissioners may set aside the sale for 
which the bid was made, and all the rights of the purchaser under such bid 
shall thereby be exti 3 after the close of the sale, upon 
payment of the purchase money, the said collector of taxes shall issue to the 
rchaser a certificate of sale, and if the property shall not be redeemed by 
fhe owner or owners thereof within two years from the last day of sale b 
ent to the collector of taxes of said District, for the use of the | 
fa er of the certificate, the amount for which it was sold at such sale and 


15 cent per annum thereon, a deed shall be given by the Co: 
of the District, or their successors in office, to the purchaser at such tax sal 


his heirs or de or to the ee of such certificates, which deed 
be admitted and held to be prima facie evidence of a good and perfect title 
autho: ; and all 


in fee simple, to any propery | bou 


es, penal 
shall thereupon be bid off by the said collector of taxes, inthe name 


is aos Sep 5 
e en 
a and tha: ma; 
have accru 


a rty, two years after having been so bid off at any sale in the name 
of ed Distelce, under this or any other law, whether heretofore or hereafter 


ts, costs, and charges due the District, of 
whatsoever nature, shall have been paid in full: And provided also, That 
minors or other persons under legal 3 be allowed one year after 
attaining full ago; or after the removal of such legal disability, to redeem the 
roperty so sold, or of which the title has, as aforesaid, become vested in the 
istrict of Columbia, from the purchaser or purchase 
assigns, or from the District of Columbia, on payment of the amount of pur- 
chase mon: 


cent per annum interest on the amount 

assessments: vided, however, That failure on the part 

of the District, from any cause whatsoever, to enforce the liens 

8 shall =< release the property from any tax whatsoever that may 
ue the . 

SEC. 4. That the owner or authorized agent of the owner of any property 
sold as aforesaid, or any other pan ha an interest therein at the time 
of sale, may redeem the same from such sale at any time within two years 
after the last day of sale by paying tothe collector of taxes, for the use of the 

his heirs and e sum mentioned in the certificate of sale 


e ther with any tax or assessment which 
the holder of said certificate shall have paid between the days of sale and 
redemption, with interest on the same at the rate of 10 per cent per annum. 

Sec. 5. That the collector of taxes shall, within dara ter the last 
e 


as aforesaid sold to the District. Any lus 
remaining after the collection of taxes, penalties, and costs on any real te 
shall be collected as provided in sections 16l and Se, 6, of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States rela’ to the District of Columbia, and shall 
be de ted by the collector of taxes to the credit of the surplus fund, to be 
paid to the owner or owners, or their legal representatives, in the same man- 
ner as other payments made by the District. 

SEC, 6. That the said 5 shall not convey any property sold for 
taxes if they shall discover, before the conveyance, that the sale was for an 
cause invalid and ineffectual to give title to the 3 sold; but the 
cancel the sale and cause the purchase money to be refunded to the parcliaser, 
his representatives or assigns. 

SEC. T. That the expenses of advertising and the printing of said hlet 
shall be paid by a charge of $1 for each lot or pisos of property ve) F 
A sum suficient to pay the salaries of the clerks herein provided for, up to 
and including the year en June 80, 1897, is hereby appropriated. yable 
in equal ropes out of the Treasury of the Uni tates and the rey- 
enues of the ict of Columbia, to be immediately available; and the Com- 
missioners of said District shall hereafter, in their annual estimates, include 
all n protons to out the purposesof this act. 

SEC. 8. The this act shall take effect from and after its passage; and all 
acts ne cr pare of acts inconsistent herewith be, and the same are hereby, 
re 


Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, the bill that is to be considered 
at this time by the committee is a substitute for the bill H. R. 
4149, which has been placed upon the Calendar and a favorable 
report has been filed thereon; but it was, upon further considera- 
tion, thought, in view of the amendments t were suggested by 
the committee to the original bill, that it would be better to be 
5 by another bill, which is the one now under consid- 
eration. 

The report was made upon the original bill, with some amend- 
ments suggested. I ask that that report, which applies to the 
principle of this bill, be now read, with the exception of the amend- 
ments suggested. The amendments suggested are incorporated 
in the substitute. 

Mr. COX. Before that report is read, I would be glad to hear a 
statement concerning this bill. It is a long bill, and I could not 


distinctly hear all the clauses read. Will some member of the 
committee give us an explanation of it? 


Mr. HULICK. I thinkif the tleman will have the report 
read it will give him an idea. It is not very long. 

Mr. COX. All right. I do not know what I am voting on. 

The report (by Mr. HuLick) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred the bfll 
(H. R. 4149) in relation to taxes and tax sales in the District of Columbia, have 
carefully considered the same, and, with certain amendments herein sug- 

recommend the of the bill. 

The laws in the D lumbia relating to the listing of property and 
the assessment and collection of taxes are very unsatisfactory; in many in- 
stances great injustice is done to the taxpayer, and in other cases the D ct 
fails to collect the taxes. Millions of property in the District now escapes 
taxation that should pe: placed upon the tax duplicate. After assessments 
have been made upon estate and the owners fail to pay the taxes, it is 
difficult for the District to collect the delinquent taxes. 

One essential fault is the peremptory requirement that at the expiration 
of two years from the date of the sale of a piece of estate for overdue 
taxes the Commissioners must, on demand of the owners of the tax-sale cer- 
tificate, issue a deed for the property, without providing as a condition 
cedent to such deed that all overdue taxes and assessments other than those 
involved in such tax-sale certificate shall also have pee pee 

Under a decision of the supreme court of the District of Columbia in the 
case of John H. Brewer vs. The istrict of Columbia et al., equity, No. 9513, 
decided November 1, 1866 (5 Mackey's Reports, 274, et so.), a deed of prop- 
erty made in pursuance of asale for arrears of taxes for any certain year 
pone the property involved to the purchaser at such sale, 

ens of all taxes and assessments remaining due and = at the time 
the sale, so far as the District is concerned. As a tax d thus carries wi 
it a clear title against any claim of the District for taxes due 7 — to its issu 
it is a convenient agency of frequent resort for the evasion of the payment of 
overdue assessments and taxes. The bill 2 1 to amend the statute by 
providing that no tax deed shall be issued until all taxes and assessments 
3 on the tax books against the property embraced in the deed, with 
the pe ties, interest, and costs, inclu the taxes for any years for which 
bene istrict have purchased the property at tax sale, shall have been 


The bill contains other modifications suggested by the experience of the 
tax officers of the District d ed to enable the authorities to better en- 
force the collection of if be fades es, and at the same time making increased 
vision for notice to delinquents, and providing for the pro on of the 
terests of those laboring under legal disability. It was prepared after con- 
ference with the assessor, the collector, and the attorney for the District. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire tocall the attention of the gentleman 
from Ohio in charge of the bill to the fact that section 7 pro- 
vides that the expenses of advertising and the printing of said 
pamphlet shall be paid for by a charge of a dollar on each lot or 

iece of property advertised. The law now provides a charge of 
B. 20, and therefore, when the time comes, I desire to move to 
add an amendment so as to bring this charge up to the amount 
now levied by the existing statute. 

Mr. HULI This amount was thought proper by the com- 
mittee, but if there is any reason why it should be increased, that 
can be done. 

Mr. DOCKERY. It was placed at $1.20 on the testimony of the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia, and has been carried 
at that sum for a number of years. 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, if there are no other questions, 
I will make a brief statement of the provisions of this Dill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Very well. 3 

Mr. HULICK (continuing). And would be very glad to answer 
N relative thereto. 


airman, this bill is one of per great 2 to the 
taxpayers of this District, and evidently of considerable impor- 
tance to the taxpayers of the whole country. There is perhaps more 
dissatisfaction aroused and more injustice done by the assess- 
ment of personal and real property in the District of Columbia 
than in any other community in the United States. It is a fact, 
as the members of the committee have learned from coming in 
contact with the people of this city, that the chattel ip reed 


2 
of 
th 


the District is not taxed, and that the real estate that is char, 
with taxation has been subject to the claims of parties who have 
3 to pay their taxes, who have let their real estate become 
delinquent, and in that way have failed to bear their share of the 
pabio burdens. The law as it stands, as it was interpreted by a 

ecision of the ane Court in the case of Brewer vs. The Dis- 
trict of Columbia, decided in 1866, is to the effect that where prop- 
erty has been sold for taxes the deed to the purchaser gives him a 
title exempt from any other taxes for which the property was not 
sold. That is, if taxes had been delinquent for two or three or 
four years (which has been the fact in many cases), the purchaser 
of the property at a tax sale took it free from all those previous 
taxes, or liens for taxes, or assessments. The law as interpreted by 
the Supreme Court held that a deed made in pursuance of a sale 
for arrears of taxes ed the property involved to the purchaser 
discharged from all liens for taxes and assessments remaining due 
and unpaid at the time of the sale. 

Now, the amendment that is provided in this bill will be found 
on page 5, as follows: 


And that before the deed is issued, as hereinbefore mentioned, notice 
be published three times in two daily newspapers published in the Distri 
that a deed has been applied for, and that unless the owner comes fo: 
within thirty days from date of said notice and pays all arrears of taxes, gen- 
eral and special, then due, the deed will be issued in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this act. 


Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I think I catch the idea clearly. I 
understand the gentleman to say that under the existing law, as 
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construed by the ah r Court, the deed issued to the purchaser 

at a tax sale was held to give a good title as against all preexisting 

taxes, and this amendment provides that when the owner comes 

to redeem (as we would call it in Tennessee) he shall be required 
to 74 all prior taxes and liens. Is that correct? 

r. HU LICK. Yes, sir. We pepon to amend the law by 

roviding that no tax deed shall be issued until all outstanding 

es shall have been paid in full. 

Mr. COX. In other words, when the owner comes to redeem, 
he must clean up the property free from all taxes and liens for 
taxes or assessments. Does not your proposed law limit the 
redemption to thirty days? 

Mr. LICK. No. It gives two years after the sale. It pro- 
vides that no deed shall be issued until two years after the sale. 
The owner of the property can come in within two years and pay 
the taxes, penalties, costs, and other assessments or liens that ma 
have accrued against the property, and then the sale is cancel 
and the property is thereby cleared from all liens or taxes, etc. 

Mr. X. But the two-year provision applies to preexisting 
taxes as well as to the taxes under which the sale was made. 

Mr. HULICK. It oe to all taxes and assessments accruing 

jor to the day of sale, and also to those which may accrue 

tween the time of sale and the time of redemption. 

This bill has been moroughiy considered by the officers having 
charge of the execution of liens upon real estate in this District, 
ona Ae Doan 8 by oe Et bat 5 5 section oe that 
a list prepared, and to that end it pro the appoint- 
ment of two extra clerks, who shall be charred with the duty of 
making out such list. Then the District Commissioners are re- 
quired to publish the list for at least three weeks after the first 
publication of it, the time of the sale being fixed by them. I will 
add, Mr. Chairman, that I think there should be an amendment 
stating more specifically that fact that the Commissioners are to 
fix the time of sale. That suggestion has been made by the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire Mr. BAKER], and I will offer an 
amendment to that effect,if there be no objection. I pr to 
amend in line 11 on the first page, in the first section of the bill, 
whereitsays, And the Commissioners of said District shall publish 
the said list, with notice of sale, in a phlet,“ ete. I think it 
should be expressly provided that the Commissioners shall fix the 
time of sale, and that the time shall be published, so that property 
owners may know when their property is to be offered for sale. 

Mr. COX. Would it not be well to provide that, where the 
owners of the property are known, one of the pamphlets or lists 
provided for in the bill shall be sent to them, so as to bring home 
notice of the transaction to the owners? 

Mr. HULICK. I think there is some force in the gentleman's 
suggestion, Mr. Chairman, that if the owner of the property is 
known he should be personally notified by sending him one of 
these pamphlets. 

Mr. COX. The idea is this: You may publish the notice in 
two newspapers. or in these pamphlets, and the chances are that 
many owners will never hear of it, but if you adopt this plan of 
sending the owner, where he is known, a copy of the pamphlet 
containing the property advertised, you will bring home notice to 
him, and, as a matter of fact, in most cases the owner is known. 

Mr. HULICK. The text of the bill provides for printing 2,000 
copies of these pamphlets for distribution among taxpayers apply- 
ing therefor. Now, the suggestion of the gentleman (which I 
think a good one) is that the Commissioners cause to be sent to 
the owner of the property, if he is known, one of these pamphlets, 

Mr. COX. Yes, sir; that is substantially the amendment I sug- 
soir. HULICK. I hope the gentleman will put itin shape; or, if 
he wishes, I will do so. 

Mr. COX. Ifthe gentleman will do so, all right. 

an CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will send the amendment to 
the desk. 

Mr. HULICK. I wish to suggest an amendment which is very 
brief and which I desire to have adopted now. I move to amen 
by inserting, after the word ‘* shall.” in the eleventh line of the first 
page, before the word * publish,” the words fix the date of sale 
and;” so as to read, and the Commissioners of said district shall 
fix the date of sale and publish the said list,“ eto. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I have an amendment which I wish to sug- 
gest to the gentleman in charge of the bill. The first section 
authorizes and directs the appointment of two clerks at an annual 
salary of $1,200 each. This is an organic act, and the clerical 
force of the office may vary from year to year. 1 suggest, there- 
fore, that this specific provision fortwo clerks at $1,200 be stricken 
out, and that the clause be amended so as to read as follows: 

And the Commissioners of said District are hereby authorized and directed 


to employ a sufficient clerical force to ee è said lists and perform such 
other duties as may be assigned to them by the assessor. 


If this amendment be adopted, it would leave to the annual 
appropriation bill for the District provision for the clerical force 


as it may he needed from year to year. At times two clerks may 
be required; and at another, one; and another, four. 

Mr. HULICK. Does the gentleman assure us that there is 
3 authority for the Commissioners to employ additional 

er 

Mr. DOCKERY.. No. I assume, however, that this bill will 
pass in sufficient time to enable the Committee on Appropriations 
to provide for the clerical force in the regular District appropria- 
tion bill, inasmuch as that bill has not yet been considered by the 
subcommittee of the House Committee on Appropriations. This 
bill if passed will go to the Senate, and by the eh the regular 
appropriation bill is reached we shall have such knowledge of the 
fate of this bill as will enable us to make provision for the neces- 
sary clerical force. 

I wish to call attention further to a provision in section 7 appro- 
priating “a sum sufficient to pay the salaries of the clerks herein 
ee for up to and including the year ending June 30, 1897.” 
I think that this provision might very well be allowed to remain 
in the bill, so that an amount sufficient to cover the time inter- 
vening between the approyal of this bill and the 1st of July would 
be appropriated. 

LICK. If the Commissioners are allowed authority to 


Mr. 
make these appointments, even though no appropriation be now 
made, vee ey not under that authority employ additional 
service 


Mr. DOCKERY. They could; but after the 1st of July they 
would not have any money with which to pay the clerks so ap- 
pointed. Mysuggestion is that provision for the number and pay- 
ment of this clerical force for the year beginning July next be made 
in the regular staf a e Seat bill, which has not yet been 
reported, and which will not be 5 Sorbo probably until the fate 
of this bill at the other end of the Capitol is known. 

Mr. HULICK, The committee have relied as to the necessary 
amount of clerical force upon the judgment of the Commissioners, 
who have recommended this bill. 

Mr. DOCKERY. This bill does not, at any rate, make any a 
propriation; it ay rovides for the appointment of two cler 
at an annual salary o $1,200, and the appropriation for their com- 
pensation must be made in the regular appropriation bill unless 
this bill be amended. 

Mr. HULICK. Provided authority is Bie to the Commis- 
sioners having in charge the execution of this law to appoint addi- 
tional clerical force, we have no objection to such modification as 
the gentleman from Missouri s 
Mr. DOCKERY. I with the gentleman that such author- 
ity ought to be given. the bill be amended in pursuance of 
my suggestion, the clause will read: 
to appoiat a tiariosl lores to prepare PAIA TEFA peafucai masts other Duties 

a ut a clerical force 
as may be assigned to them „ e 

Mr. HULICK. Would the gentleman leave out the provision 
as to their ent? 

Mr. DOCKERY. Les; I would leave that for the regular ap- 
propriation bill. 

r. HULICK. But appropriation bills are made in pursuance 
of law. As a rule, the law fixes the amount of the salary of any 
United States officer, and the appropriation bill provides for the 
8 of the amount fixed by law. 

r. DOCKERY. My suggestion is that we omit now any pro- 
vision for a fixed salary or for a fixed number of clerks. In an 
organic act like this such matters ought to be left to be deter- 
mined by the needs of the office as they arise from year to year. 

Mr. H CK. Well, I think the s tion as to the 
number of additional clerks, but as to the amount, it occurs to me 
that the salaries ought to be fixed by law and not by an appro- 
priation bill. It is not the object of an appropriation bill to fix 
salaries, and it would be subject to exception on the floor of the 
House when presented before this body. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Not if the authority is given for the appoint- 
ment of the clerical force. Still you have no appropriation in 

our bill as it now stands. 

Mr. HULICK. That we expect the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to deal with at the proper time. 

Mr. BABCOCK. If 1 understand the position of the gentleman 
from Missouri, this bill makes no appropriation, and it would be 
necessary for the Committee on Appropriations to take action to 
carry it into effect. 

Mr. BABOOGK. And your props is to thority to 

r. 5 your proposition give authori 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to employ the 
necessary force, and when they can show the necessity for one, 
two, or three clerks 

Mr. DOCKERY (interrupting). Or four. 

Mr. BABCOCK (continuing). They can employ that number. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is correct; and when the appropriation 
is made in the proper bill, it would not be subject to the point of 
order under our rule, 


1897. 


Mr. HULICK. Your suggestion is that the Appropriations 
Committee should make the appropriation of the amount of the 
salaries. Now, at one time they would make it $1,000, another com- 
mittee might say $1,200, and another $1,400, and another a different 
sum. Unlessyou fix it by law, there is no way that youcan havethe 
salaries regulated. I think it ought to be fixed by law as all of 
the others are. : 

Mr. DOCKERY. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. The salaries 
of all the clerks are not fixed by law. 1 

But, Mr. Chairman, with the consent of the gentleman in charge 
of the bill, I will offer an amendment, which I send to the desk. 
I move, in lines 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, to strike out the words “clerks at an 
annual salary of $1,200 each per annum,” and insert after the word 
“appoint,” in line 8, the words “a clerical force to prepare said 
list and perform such other duties as may be assigned to them by 
the assessor.” ie 

Mr. HULICK. I think there could be no serious objection to 
the form of the amendment. I have no objection to it myself. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In line 8, after the word insert the words a clerical force to 
pe V duties as may be assigned to them 
22 


Mr. DOCKERY. That is not quite complete, Mr. Chairman. 
It should provide to strike out, in line 8, after the word “ appoint,” 
the words ‘‘two clerks, at an annual salary of $1,200 eaca per 


annum. 

Mr. HULICK. I would suggest to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri that he include the word “sufficient” before the words 
“clerical force,“ so as to read sufficient clerical force.” 

Mr. DOCKERY. I have no objection to that. 

The amendment as modified was agreed to. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I would like to ask the gen- 
Sane ai Serie GEUS SOLS ren 

Mr. HULICK. Certainly. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I notice, in lines 5 and 6, on 
the first page of the bill, that the assessor is to prepare a list of 
taxes in arrears on the 1st day of July of each year hereafter, and 
at the bottom of the page it i that said Commissioners 
shall, on the third Tuesday in March of each hereafter, give 
notice, and so on. Does the e ee intend that there shall | be 
no tax sale this year, or is it his design to proceed under existing 

? 


W. 

Mr. HULICK. The tax sale will proceed under existing law, as 
amended by this statute. 

Mr. B of New Hampshire. But suppose that this bill 
becomes a law between this session and the next regular session. 
In other words, it may not be applicable at present, but in April. 
say, 17 April it becomes a law at a called session? 

Nr. H CK (interrupting). Oh, if the bill does not become 
a law at this Congress, then we have no further jurisdiction. It 
goes where the woodbime twineth.“ Sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof.” 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. The suggestion was only for 
the purpose of illustrating the possibility that there may be no 
islation and no tax sale at all this year. 

re HULICK. It is hard to tell what this Congress will fail 
to do. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to offer an amendment to the sec- 
ond section of the bill. 

I move, Mr. Chairman, after the word Columbia.“ in line 2, on 
page 5, to insert the words sell such property at public or private 
sale and;” so that it will read: 

The Commissioners of the District or their successors shall, in the name of 
and on behalf of the District of Columbia, sel! said property at public or pri- 
vate sale and issue to any purchaser of said property a deed, etc. 

This clearly emphasizes that there shall bea sale; but the words 
do not 2 Which empower the Commissioners to sell. It says 
that the deed shall issue, but it does not contemplate a sale; and 
these words simply provide that they may sell and that the deed 
shall follow. 

ee the hammer fell.] 

. HULICK, Mr. Chairman, I am not quite certain that that 
amendment ought to be adopted. I am not quite certain that it 
would be right to let the Commissioners of the District make a 
private sale of this property, after failure to have a purchaser at 
the public sale. It was not my understanding that the bill should 
have that import. : 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I get the idea of the gentleman, and if he 
will listen to me for a moment, I think he will see the propriety of 
these words. Now, what is the bill? Going back to page 4, com- 
mencing in line 15: 

And if within two years thereafter such property is not redeemed by the 
owner or owners thereof, or their legal representatives, by the payment of 
the taxes, and ages due at the time of the sale, cod that tan have 
accrued that date, and 10 Say oe annum thereon, or if any 
property, two years after having 80 off at any sale in the name of 
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said District, under this or any other law, whether heretofore or hereafter 
made, is not or has not been so redeemed as unless it shall be shown 
8 sale for taxes was irregular and void, then the Commissioners of the 
istrict— 
Having the property now in their hands, and nobody having re- 
deemed it : 
or their successors, shall, in the name of and on behalf of the District of 
Columbia 
Do what? 
issue to any purchaser— 


Well, who is he? There is no purchaser. 

Mr. HULICK. Then that ought to be stricken out. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iam amending the text of the bill so as 
to show that there may bea sale. To whom are they going to 
issue the deed? There must be a sale. The text of the bill con- 
templates that there shall be a purchaser, and there can not be a 
purchaser without a sale. I simply provide that there shall be 
a sale, and then that they shall— 

sree} —— oll ths varie tlle: ene state of all per 
convey and ves! suc u: a es 
sons whomsoever clahnivg an interest in said property, exeept.as 
provided. - 

Then follows the proviso. Now, if you aregoing toissue to the 
purchaser a deed—and that is the language—how are you going to 
pene it unless there is a sale by the Commissioners to such pur- 
chaser? 

Mr. HULICK. I see the suggestion of the gentleman—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman says he does not wish the 
sale to be private. Why should it not be private? They have 
complied with all the terms. They have advertised the property 
two years before. They have bid it in on behalf of the District 
of Columbia. Nobody has come to redeem it. Nobody has claimed 
it. No heirs, no legatees, no distributees, nobody claiming the 
property, What is the District going to do with it? If they ad- 
vertise it and sell it, why, then, they have to bid it in again, and 

would be exactly in the same attitude. After paying costs, 
and paying for the advertisement, and paying all the expenses 
incident to the sale, they would be sitting there with the property 
on their hands and have to wait two years more for redemption. 
Now, they ought to be authorized, it seems to me, to sell it, and 
not to sell it publicly, because there might not appear any pur- 
chaser; but if they can find anybody, pabio or privately, who 
will take it off their hands, pay all the taxes, take their title 
to it, in accordance with the proves which is there, it seems to 
me 2 ought to be allowed to sell it. 

Mr. HULICK. I think I Me ip a the gentleman’s sugges: 
tion, but E do not think that the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and I do not believe that the Committee of the Whole, 
would be willing to place the power in the hands of the Commis- 
sioners of the District after they had failed to make a public sale 
to sell it at pacer sale to anybody for the taxes, when the prop- 
erty might be worth $10,000 or $50,000. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I get the point. Now, I ask the gentle- 
man, what would be the harm in their putting it up at private 
sale? If they put it up at public sale somebody bids it in for 
that very amount—that is, the accumulated taxes and costs and 
expenses of the sale—he would be in favor of selling it to that bid- 
der publicly. Now, if you would do that publicly, what is the 
harm in the Commissioners of the District, selling it privately, 
without incurring any additional cost? 

Mr. HULICK. There might be no harm. But I do not want 
to put it within the poe: 0 ae gt earner ose of this District 
to have appearance of evil or appearance of harm, and I 
would not be in favor of letting the Commissioners sell property 
worth perhaps $50,000 or $100,000 for the taxes, at private sale 
and I do not think the committee would have reported in favor of 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, now—— 

Mr. HULICK. One moment. Let me answer the i 
already suggested by the gentleman. I think this bill did not 
intend anything of that kind, although I admit that the language 
is not as clear—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I was going to ask you what you propose 
to do with it? 

Mr. HULICK. I think the gentleman is mistaken when he says 
that there will be no purchaser. Of course, if there is no pur- 
chaser at the public sale, the Commissioners would have no one 
to Five the deed to. The property would then be returned, would 
still be delinquent on the tax duplicate, subject to the tion 
of this statute at the next public sale which would be held under 
the provisions of the statute. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now, what I want to ask 

Mr. HULICK. Now, one moment, please. I think the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. RICHARDSON] and the gentleman from 
New Hampshire [Mr. BAKER} called my attention to the same 
point. I SS ee properly comprehend this lan- 
guage. As I before, it is not as clear, possibly, as it should ba. 
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Now, let me see whether we have not got a purchaser in this: 
And if within two years thereafter— 

That is, after the property has been bid off. I will read 

But the property so bid off e 


Mr. RICHARDSON. By the District Commissioners. 
Mr. HULICK (continuing) — 


shall not be exempted from assessment and taxation. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. That is, bid off by the Commissioners? 

Mr. HULICK. Yes. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Go ahead. 

Mr. HULICK (continuing): 

But shall be assessed or taxed as other R and if within two years 
thereafter such property is not redeemed by the owner or owners thereof, or 
their 1 representatives, by the payment of the taxes, penalties, gud costs 
due at the time of the sale, and that may have accrued on and after that date, 
and 10 Sead cent per annum thereon, or if ay, proper y wO years after 
having n so bid off at any sale in the name of the said ict, under this 
or any other law, whether heretofore or hereafter made, is not or has not 
been so redeemed as aforesaid, unless it be shown that the sale for taxes was 


sors shall, in the name of and on behalf of the District of Columbia, issue to 
any purchaser 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Who is the purchaser under that? How 
are you poing to got a purchaser? 

Mr. WILL A. STONE. Let me suggest that under the 
lan; they can sell it at private sale. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. A little louder. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I say that under the law as it 
now stands the property bid off in the name of the District of 
Columbia can be sold at private sale. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. HULICK. The gentleman has not read quite far enough. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. IthinkI have. Read on, and let us see, 

Mr. HULICK (reading): ? 

Then the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, or their successors, 
aed to he name of and on behalf of the District of Columbia, issue to any 
pu r of such property a deed which shall have the effect to convey an 
Vest in such purchaser all the right, title, and estate of all persons whomso- 
ever claiming an interest in said property, except as hereinafter provided. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thatis right. Then the proviso. 

Mr. HULICK. Then there is the proviso. Now, it occurs to 
me that if that is the thought on the part of the gentleman—and 
it possibly may have that construction placed upon the language 
3 was not the intention of the Commissioners to have it so 

rovided. 
p Mr. RICHARDSON. Now, your language there—the original 
text—you will not question, contemplates a sale, because it says the 
District Commissioners, having bid off this property and havin; 

id the cost and expense upon it, must issue to the purchaser of 
it from them a deed. Now, then, I say that contemplates a sale. 
We agree on that. Now, the only controversy between us is 
whether you want that sale to be a public or a private sale. My 
-amendment simply makes it plain by saying it may be either pub- 
lic or private in the discretion of the Commissioners. You object to 
its being a private sale, and I say that if you offer it publicly and it is 
bid off by Sram again, itis likely in this way to be offered every two 
years and nobody may come to redeem it, or nobody is an appli- 
cant for it, and you advertise it again and again. You simply go 
over and over the same operation every two years, except that you 
have incurred the additional cost of the j sess ication of the second 
sale, and when thatis made, the District Commissioners simply bid 
it off again and accrue additional increased cost upon the same 

roperty, and they get recat the same title that they had before. 

ow, I want them to have the right to sell it—and you contem- 
plate that in the text of the bill—and the only question is whether 
that sale should be public or poaa and if they sell it privately 
there will be no more cost. ey should be allowed to sell it in 
private if they can get a bidder. They can sell it privately with- 
out any cost and sell it with the same condition as contained here 
before the deed is issued— 

And before the deed is issued as herein mentioned, notice shall be published 


three times in two daily newspapers published in the District that a deed has 
been applied for. : 


That gives everybody notice to come forward and redeem it and 
pay off these extra costs and expenses and take the property, or 
we will give a deed to this private purchaser. It is not a private 
sale after all, because there has been this advertisement before 
they can give the deed. If there is a private sale, they must go 
ahead and readvertise the property before they can give the deed. 

Mr. Dockery and Mr. BLUE rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio has the floor. 

Mr. BLUE. If the gentleman from Ohio will permit me, I would 
like to make a suggestion to the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The practice of a good many States of this Union does what this 
bill purports to do in regard to lands that are not bid off at the 


uublic sale. In other words, it provides that such lands shall be 
3 off to the District. A further practice is, and the law is, 


for the State to hold that until some one comes forward and off 
to ra — pi Sosa for 5 8 1 issued, and 
upon r the expiration of a certain time, a deed will issue. 

Mr. RIGHARDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BLUE. I think the gentleman from Tennessee is simply 
seeking by this amendment, not pot I apprehend, but in 
fact, to add additional cost when he provides that no sale shall 
be required unless it be a private sale. 

_Mr. RICHARDSON. the gentleman will notice the first sec- 
tion of this item, it provides for the yey contingency suggested 
by the gentleman from Kansas; that is, that the purchaser ta 
the certificate of sale and waits his time, and then a deed is issu 
to him in two years, and he becomes the purchaser. But here is 
a case where the District bids it off, there being nobody who comes 
forward to take the certificate, and the two years having expired, 
it is sold two, three, or four times and nobody comes forward to 
take the certificate. Under the condition that the gentleman 
speaks of, this will have to be gone over each two years. There 
will be the same farce of bidding off this property at the expira- 
tion of two years, giving no possession of it to anybody, as nobody 
has come forward to take the certificate, but if any does come 
forward this provides that he shall take the deed. Now, then, 
this is sipiy permitting him to do so. 

Mr. BLUE. If the gentleman from Tennessee will permit me, 
this as it is now authorizes the sale. It uses the word “property” 
instead of sale certificate, but I think it authorizes the sale to any- 
one who may come forward to take the property without addi- 
tional expense of an advertisement. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Thatis what I 5 against the 
additional expense of an advertisement. edo not want any addi- 
tional expense for advertising. Lower down there is a proviso 
which says that as a further saving to everybody, after you have 
found the purchaser, before his property shall be taken from him 
for these unpaid taxes, a publication shall be made to the owner 
that you are going to give title and finally take his property from 
him for arrears of taxes. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I believe, Mr. Chairman, that I can make this 
matter clear; at least I can try. Ithink the gentleman from Kan- 
sas [Mr. BLUE], the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. RICHARDSON], 
and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Hu.icxk] do not clearly under- 
stand each other. All that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr, 
RICHARDSON] seeks to do by his amendment is to authorize the 
Commissioners to sell at private sale the certificates of property 
bid in by them. That is the common practice everywhere through- 
out the country in almost every State of the Union. The gentle- 
man from Tennessee proposes that any tax certificate that has 
been bid off by the District can be sold to anybody who goes in 
and offers to take the certificate, pa: what it cost at the time 
of sale with accrued interest from that date. As J understand the 
gentleman from Tennessee, his position is that the bill is not clear 
as to the authority of the Commissioners to sell such eee 
after they have bid them in. Certainly it is perfectly proper tha 
they should sell those certificates at private sale, because that is 
common practice. 

85 ICK. Not in Ohio. 

Mr. BABCOCK. After the pro y has been bid in by the 
county, they do not have to offer the certificates at public sale. 

Mr. BLUE. It becomes a mere assignment of a certificate, then? 

Mr. BABCOCK. That is all. 

Mr. COX. Let us see how this will work < practically: The 

roperty is advertised for sale and it is offered for sale and the 

mmissioners buy itin. They do not buy it in for themselves, 
They buy it in for the District. Therefore, the District is the pur- 
chaser. Now, why should we make any discrimination between 
the rights of the District of Columbia as the purchaser and the 
rights of any individual who might have bid off the property? 
r. BABCOCK. That is a good idea. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But we make this exception, that before 
the title shall pass the Commissioners, lest they should do injustice 
to some heirs or other persons, must advertise to this effect: We 
have sold this property, we have found a purchaser, and unless 
you come forward within thirty days and pay up these taxes and 
costs we are going to foreclose you Snai: 

Mr. COX. That provision is for the advantage of the owner of 
the property. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, let us have the amendment 
reported at this point. 

he amendment was read, as follows: 

Page 5, line 2, after the word “ Columbia” insert advertise the sale of said 
property at public or private sale and.” 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike 
out the last word. 

Mr. HULICK. I believe I have the floor, Mr. Chairman, and I 
do not propose to yield it until 1 get through answering questions, 
I yielded to the gentleman from Tennessee to offer an amends 
ment. 


1897. 
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Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I think Ihave the floor, Mr. Chair- 
man, as we are under the five-minute rule. I move to strike out 
the last word. À 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. HULICK] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HULICK. I call the attention of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to the amendment just read. I think the Clerk read it oth- 
erwise than as the gentleman intended it. The Clerk read it “at 

public or private sale,” but I understood the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to say ‘‘at private sale.” : 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No; I would leave it to the discretion of 
the Commissioners whether they shall sell at public or at private 
sale. If they choose to sell at public sale, they have a right to do 
that, but they should also have the right to sell at private sale. 
Suppose they offer a piece of property for sale for unpaid taxes 
ee i nobody bids, These tax sales occur every one or two years, 
as I understand. Suppose that nobody bids on this piece of prop- 
erty and the Commissioners bid it in; unless we give them the 
right to sell it at private sale, they will be required to sit down 
and wait for one or for two years, until the time comes for another 

mblic sale, although they might perhaps have found a purchaser 
for the property who would have taken it off their hands the very 
next day after they had bid it in. 

Mr. HULICK. I thought the gentleman proposed that the sale 
should be private only. But, Mr. Chairman, if that amendment 
is to be adopted, I wish to suggest that there are other sections in 
this bill that will have to be considered in connection with it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. A great many of them. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman suggest one? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I will, if I get a chance. 

5 RICHARDSON. I was addressing the gentleman from 
io. 

Mr. HULICK. I want to call attention to section 4. In that 
section it is provided— 

That the owner or authorized mt of the owner of any property sold as 
aforesaid, or any other person having an interest therein at the time of sale, 
may redeem the same from such sale at any time within two years after the 

day of sale by paying to the collector of taxes, for the use of the pur- 
chaser, his heirs and assigns, the sum mentioned in the certificate of sale 
therefor, with interest thereon at the rate of 15 per cent per annum after 
the date of such certificate of sale, e with any tax or assessment 
which the holder of said certificate shall have paia between the days of sale 
and redemption, with interest on the same a 
annum. 

Now, let us see what will be the practical operation of this. 

The statute up to this time has provided that there shall be a sale 
made after delinquency isasserted. When the Commissioners bid 
in the property, two years have to pass before they can make this 

-private or public sale provided by the amendment. Then, under 
section 4, thare will be two additional years, so that the parties in 
interest would still have the right to redeem for four years. Isit 
the intention to give them four years? I understand that the in- 
terpretation of the statute would give them two years for redemp- 
tion after the public or private sale provided for by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, My amendment does not affect that 
question at all. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Chairman, the discussion 
upon this amendment establishes pe clearly the fact that this 
bil has not been properly considered. It is a bill which proposes 
to change the whole system of taxation in this District. It modi- 
fies or practically repeals the present system and establishes a 
new one. Now, there is no matter that directly affects so many 
people as the question of taxing property. And I find here two 
members of the committee unable to agree as to the construction 
of the bill which they have reported. It seems to me that this in 
itself is evidence that this measure, affecting so many people and 
so much property, ought to be more carefully considered before 
we are asked to make it a law. 

The amendment which tite gentleman from Tennessee proposes 
to insert, in the second line on the fifth page, seems to be neces- 
sary to give the Commissioners power to sell property previously 
bid in by them in the name of the District. There appears to be 
at present no power on the part of the Commissioners to dispose 
of property thus bidin by them; hence the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee becomes important and essential, if this 
bill is to become a law. I find that the bill gives the Commissioners 
no such power. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Oh, yes; it does. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. In what part? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman will turn to page 5, he 
will find a provision that ‘‘the Commissioners of the District, or 
their successors, shall, in the name of and on behalf of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, issue to any purchaser of such property a deed.” 
They could not issue that deed unless somebody purchased the 


TO : 
i Me. WILLIAM A. STONE. That is an implied power. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 


the rate of 10 per cent per 


Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE. But when you undertake to give 
power to officials to sell real estate, the power should be specific, 


Mr. RICHARDSON. That is the reason I have offered the 
amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I so understand; and I say that 
the gentleman's amendment is important and ought to be adopted 
if the bill is to pass. But the purpose of the gentleman’s amend- 
ment is to give to the Commissioners a power which they have 
not now under the law as it stands except by implication. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, that may be. a 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But I find other objections to the 
bill. For instance, on page 5, beginning at line 16, I find this lan- 
guage: 

And provided also, That minors or other persons under legal disability be 
allowed one year after attaining full ago, or after the removal of such legal 
disability, to redeem the property so sold. 

It seems to me, on a hasty examination of this clause, that the 
Commissioners might have to wait until an insane person had re- 
covered his reason before they could dispose of the property. 

Mr. HULICK. Would not that be right? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. There are various other difficulties 
in this bill. When we undertake to pass a tax law the question 
should be v with the greatest deliberation and caution. 
All possible difficulties should be foreseen and provided for. 

Now, 1 do not know of 5 necessity for a change in the 
system of taxation in this District. I have very little personal 
interest in this matter—only to the extent of a very small lot 
which Jown. But I should hesitate, without very careful consid- 
eration, to vote for a bill like this, which proposes to change in 
most essential Beha pr the existing system of taxation, and to 
authorize the Commissioners to sell real estate. 

Mr. HULICK. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Later on I will. It may be that 
there is an absolute necessity for a modification of the tax laws of 
this District. 

Mr. BABCOCK. There is. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Ihave not heard of any such ne- 
cessity. I have no doubt that gentlemen of the committee will be 
able to give the reasons for such a necessity if it exists. But I 
snonla iks to see this committee agree upon some one paragraph 
of its bill. 

Mr. HULICK. We are upon all of them. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then why come in here and dis- 


agree? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. HULICK] 
said that he did not understand my amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Ifully understand the gentleman’s 
amendment, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But the gentleman from Ohio did not 
understand it. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The 8 in charge of the 
bill stated that he did not understand that your amendment was 


necessary. : 

Mr. RICHARDSON. He does now understand its necessity. 

Mr. HULICK. I did not understand that the word public” 
was included in the amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The amendment was read some- 
thing like half a dozen times. 

Now, sir, I fail to see the necessity of any change in the tax 
laws of this District. This bill proposes a radical, a sweeping 
change. It pro to repeal the existing system of law on this 
subject. It seems that the attorney of the District recommends 
the bill, but I think in a matter of so much importance we ought 
to have more time to consider it. 

Mr. FAIRCHILD. And also the Commissioners of the District. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Yes, sir; the Commissioners of 
the District. And I think that this committee ought to be able 
to come in here and present a bill without practically and radi- 
ord disagreeing among themselves on its provisions. 

r. HULICK. There is no disagreement whatever. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Well, what is the great necessity 
of passin 151 875 bill? 

Mr. HULICK. Allow me to answer the gentleman. He has 
asserted that this bill has not received full consideration. The 
first bill, House bill 4149, was considered by the committee and 
reported at the last session. But an amendment having been 
suggested, as stated in this report, the Commissioners reviewed 
the matter, took it under further consideration, and sent us the 
bill which is now offered asa substitute. It has been fully con- 
sidered by the assessor, by the attorney for the District, and b 
the Commissioners of the District, and it has been carefully consid- 
ered by the District Committee and comes unanimously reported 
by the committee after a full and fair investigation. And I want 
to say further, if the gentleman will permit me, that the District 
of Columbia at the close of the last fiscal year, 1896, lost over 
$20,000 in taxes because the tax law as it is now is inefficient to 
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return into the Treasury the money that was due for taxes. It 
could not be collected. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Is the gentleman's question con- 
cluded? ughter.] Now, let me answer the 9 ques- 
tion by asking another: What is the greg for the legislation? 
Is it possible that the Commissioners of the District of umbia 


are unable to collect taxes from anybody? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Yes, it is. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. Very nearly that. 

Mr. HULICK. Iwill state, Mr. Chairman, in a Ea to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, that that is very nearly the condi- 
tion of affairs. Under the old law the deed given to the purchaser 
at a tax sale carried with it only the taxes for that year. They 
were resisted in many cases, in the case of McKay against some 
parties, and other cases that could be cited, and the courts decided 
that it passed title, clear of all incumbrance for taxes, and so the 
District lost the tax for that sale which had accumulated, and, as 
I have already said, the loss in the fiscal year 1896 was over $20,000 
from the same causes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I wish to make an inquiry. 
Are we operating under the five-minute rule? 

The CHAIRMAN . The Chair so understands. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Should the four-minute question 
of the gentleman from Ohio be taken out of my time? augh- 


ir. HEPBURN. I move to strike out the last word for the 
prepa of making a suggestion to the gentleman in charge of the 
Ul. 


I wish to call his attention to the peculiar condition that ma; 
arise under the provisions of the bill. 8 of the proposed 
legislation is to co: the payment of delinquent taxes. Under 
the present law, as I understand it, these delinquent taxes bear 1 
per cent interest a month asa penalty for nonpayment. Under 
the provisions of this bill the party in default is entitled to a re- 
conveyance of the land on payment of the taxes and pet cent 
interest thereon per annum. So that it will be to the advantage 
of a person who refuses the payment of his taxes to allow theland 
to go to sale, and then within the two years, or in the case of a 
disability such as that spoken of a little while ago, after even the 
period of ten or fifteen years, to come in and pay the 10 per cent 
penalty, for he will save 2 per cent on the taxes by allowing the 
property to go to sale. 

as the ntleman from Ohio considered that feature? 

Mr. HOLICK. I suggest to the gentleman that instead of 10 
per cent penalty it is 15 per cent penalty in the first instance. and 
10 cent annually on the amount puid in for taxes, 
and the additional taxes that may be paid by the purchaser after 
the deed is given. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call the attention of the 

ntleman in charge of the bill to another section that has not been 
ee up to this time. I refer to section 6, which provides— 

That the said Commissioners shall not convey any Process sae for taxes 


Se eT weg ac Soan 40 gin oleate ine DEDO anit, DALAT otek 
e property sold; 
cancel the sale and canse the purchase money to be refunded to the pur- 


chaser, his representatives or assigns. 

Now, you have constituted the Commissioners of the District, 
under that sec:ion, a judicial tribunal to try any question of title 
that may arise. Suppose you put up the property for sale, I be- 
come a purchaser in good faith, and offer to pay the taxes on the 

operty, and the Commissioners decline to give me the title. 

ey say, ‘‘ There is a defect in the proceedings.” Have you not, 

in other words, provided a way that the Commissioners them- 

selves can destroy the effect of the legislation you are enacting? 

But suppose I insist that the proceeding is valid, and I have com- 

lied with the law; you make it conclusive upon me that the 

8 settle the question, and I have no say whatever. 
Am I mistaken in that? 

Mr. HULICK. The Commissioners are given authority that, if 
they say the sale is ineffectual to pass title, by inadvertence or 
otherwise, it would not stand 

Mr. COX. But that is a judicial proceeding on their part. 

Mr. HULICK (continuing). And under those circumstances 
they have a right to regulate or to cancel the sale. But suppose 
the purchaser did not agree in the conclusion of the Commissioners 
and says. No; 1 will take the title as it is. The Commissioners 
say, No; it isirregular and ineffectual to pass title.“ Theremedy 
of the gentleman would be to go into court and have a writ of 
mandamus issued to compel the Commissioners to pass the title 
by issuing the deed, and under the operation of the law the court 
mr "COX. Wall h tl all to say right there that 

f; ill the gentleman allow me to say rig ero 
he has created a tribunal, in the persons of the rp AoE AS to 
settle the very question. I know the gentleman is aware, 
his know] of the law, that when you put the right to decide 
what is the law in a certain body of men no other has the 
right to revise their decision. 


Mr. HULICK. It must be for a cause invalid or ineffectual, 
If the Commissioners are mistaken in their judgment, the court 
can review and correct the mistake. 

Mr. COX. I wish I could agree with you, but I do not agree 
with you. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, we are drifting away 
from the amendment which 1 have offered. Everybody agrees 
that that amendment ought to be adopted. I ask that the vote be 
taken on the pending amendment, and then we can take up the 
other objections that the gentleman makes. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Let me ask the gentleman from 
Tennessee one question. I noticed similar language on page 4, 
lines 24 and 25— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. You are raising another question. 

Mr. COX. Yes; we had better get them all up. 

A. STONE. Speaking of the right to sell— 
Unless it shall be shown that the sale for taxes was irregular and void. 


Mr. COX. Yes. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It does not say whois to decide 
whether the sale is irregular and void. Evidently the Commis- 
sioners — reconsider the whole thing. 

Mr. COX. To whom are Pas going to show it? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. That is the point. It is almost as 
difficult of comprehension as some of the provisions of the civil- 
service law. ughter. 

Mr. COX. d then in the sixth section you create a ial 
tribunal; and the amuy in the gentleman’s mind, with all due 
respect to him, I think is this: Yonu fix a tribunal to decide whether 
the sale is valid or invalid. When you do that there is no court 
which can mandamus that tribunal and make them do differently 
from their own conclusion. : 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. There is no tribunal to fix that. 
It rests in the Commissioners. 

Mr. COX. That is it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Now I ask for a vote on the amendment 
which nobody objected to. 

Mr. WILL A. STONE. Nobody outside of the committee, 

Mr. HULICK. Nobody inside the committee. 

The amendment of Mr. RICHARDSON was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will submit the committee 
amendment. The question now is on agreeing to the amendment 
submitted by the committee. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I move that the committee rise and report the 
bill 5 

Mr. DO RY. Oh, no; I have another amendment or two. 

Mr. BABCOCK. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to offer an amendment to section 7, 


on A 
Ar. HEPBURN. I want to get in an amendment before that, 
Mr. 8 Si . en You go ahead. ath y 
Mr. HEP é oe ps I move to amend lines 2 an 
8, O pape 4, by striking out the words until the contrary is 
proved.” 


As the section now reads, it says: 


dall i rior to said deed f 
eae ee is proved. x er 

I want to strike out the latter words. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not object to that. 

The question being taken on the amendment offered by Mr, 
HEPBURN to strike out the words until the contrary is proved, 

Mr. HULICK demanded a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 13, noes 1. 

1 the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HEP URN. Now, Mr. Speaker, I move to strike out the 
word “presumed,” in line 2 on pagé 4, and insert in lieu thereof 
the word held.“ e 

The Clerk read as follows: 


2, page 4, strike out the word “presumed” and insert the word 


In! 
“held.” 

The amendment was a to. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Now, Mr. Chairman, I onght to 
offer an amendment, but I can not imagine one that would fit the 
case. Perhaps the gentleman in charge of the bill will help me 
out of the difficulty, On page 5, line 16, is the following: 


And * also, That minors or other persons under legal disability be 
allowed one year after attaining full age, or after the removal of such legal 
disability, to redeem the property so sold, or of which the title has, as afore- 
said, become vested in the District of Columbia, from the pamoha, or pur- 
chasers, his, her, or their assigns, or from the District of Columbia, on pay- 
ment of the amount of purchase money so paid therefor, with 10 per cent 
per annum interest th: ‘oresaid, together with all taxes and assess- 
ments that have been paid thereon by the purchaser or his assigns, between 
the day of sale and the period of redemption, with 10 per cent per annum 


interest on the amount of such taxes and assessments. 


Now, suppose the owner of property is insane, are you going to 
gets well? 


wait until 
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e eres Would you take his property before he was 
restored? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then you propose to give hima 

after he becomes sane? 

Mr. HULICK. Well, if he should die— K 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Isimply want an explanation of it. 

Mr. HULICK. The explanation is this: The committee did 
not wish. as we found in the statutes in almost all the States, that 
the disabilities, while they exist, should be a bar to the title 
becoming perfected in the purchaser under a tax sale. There is 
no charity for purchasers who have paid a hundredth or a thou- 
sandth part of the value of the property; and they take it subject 
to this condition. If they are paying gie property that belongs 
to an insane person, they get the high penalties, the per annum 
penalties upon the investment. A, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. What does the District get? 

Mr. HULICK. The District gets the taxes, and the purchaser 
has to pay as long as he owns the property, until the insane per- 
son becomes sound or dies. If that be twenty years, the District 
gets the taxes in the meantime. . 3 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Suppose a man is insane and his 
property is sold, and he lives ten or fifteen years after that. The 
property is nonproducing. The property has not produced any 
revenue for the support of the District government, and when itis 
sold the party has to wait until he dies or gets well. 

Mr. LICK. That is an extreme case the gentleman is sup- 
posing. Of course it is not expected it would probably arise in 
one case out of a thousand instances. $ 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. There are a great many insane per- 
sons in the District, and a good many members of Congress buy 


ro here. 
£ Me HULICK. That might infer that there are a great many 
members of Congress who are insane. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I would not say that; but I ask, 
where are you going to get the revenue out of the property? 

Mr. C What remedy have you in an extreme case like 
that? What would you s t? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STON I believed that the committee, who 
have very thoroughly considered the matter, especially the law- 

ers on the committee, would be able to present the proper leg- 


on. 
Mr. BABCOCK. If the gentleman will permit me, I will state 
it makes no difference where the party. is, whether he is insane or 
not, the District gets its taxes. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But when this is a public sale it 
goes into the hands of the District. 
Mr. BABCOCK. If they do not pay the taxes, it will be sold 
_ for the taxes regardless of whether the party is in the asylum or 


not. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. But the property sold is in the 
hands of the Commissioners. 

Mr. BABCOCK. So far as the execution of the law is con- 
cerned, the insane party has no power over it, and the taxes for 
the next year are and it can be sold e year for taxes. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Yonr policy is to let the property 
remain in the Commissioners’ hands, and the tax remain in the 
hands of the minor. 

Mr. BABCOCK. This is simply for redemption. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, If the gentleman will allow me for a 
moment, I think I can make it clear. Let us assume that the 
2 owning this property has been dealt with as we contemplate 

wn to this provision. ow, it turns ont that that isa 
minor This bill provides in favor of the minor; that is to say, 
that his property will still remain subject to redemption, notwith- 
standing all the preliminary steps have been taken, for one year 
after the disability is removed, and he has become of age. Now, 
there can be no objection to that, because that is definitely fixed. 
There is no court, I venture to say, that will give a deed to take 
the property of a minor for tax without allowing that minor an 
opportunity to redeem that property after the disability has been 
removed. Now, then, that does not seem to be the difficulty in 
the way of the gentleman. The difficulty is that somebody is 
insane. If there be such a person whose property has been sold 
under the conditions that we contemplate down to this s of 
the bill, what is the effect? The District Commissioners sell the 
property at public or private sale, as we have provided, and exe- 
cute a deed after giving thirty days’ notice that they will do so. 
Let us assume that Mr. Smith is the purchaser of that insane 
person's property under this condition. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. That is, where the Commissioners 
have sold the title which they have? 

Mr. RICHARDSON (continuing). And he takes the title. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. That is, where the Commissioners 
have sold the title which they have bought? 

Mr. RICHARDSON, And after they have sold it, if it belonged 
to an insane person, the provision is that until that disability is 
removed the insane person can have the right to redeem 


perty; and, as suggested by the 
Hotie] on ni committee, that is right and 


gentleman from Ohio [Mr, 


roper 

Mr. Smith goes forward and purchases pro riy for taxes worth 
fifty or a hundred times as much as he pays for it, he does so with 
fuli knowledge that he is baying the pr of an insane person, 
and that that insane person when the disability is removed has 
the right to come forward and do what? Redeem his property oy 
paying him what he has paid on this insane person’s property an 
all the penalties and costs additional. Thatis the law as itis now 
in several of the States. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania has expired. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I thought I had the floor. Then I will 
take the floor in my own right, and having taken the time of the 
ganman after a statement I will yield to the gentleman from 

nnsylvania. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Isimply wantto ask the gentleman 
a question. In the meantime, in the case which n have supposed, 
there is no tax or revenue from this property. o will purchase 
propery in that condition? 

r. RICHARDSON. Now, then, I assume that Mr. Smith be- 
comes the purchaser at this sale, and nobody having come forward, 
after the conditions have been complied with he takes the title to 
this property. That property is assessed, in either event, for next 
year’s taxes, and he pays for the first year, the second year, the 
third, and the fourth. and he pays the taxes until after the insane 
man, having recovered, comes forward and redeems the property. 
Before he can redeem he must pay the back taxes and pay the 
taxes that Mr. Smith, the a el has paid each year. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The gentleman is imagining two 
insane persons, the one who owns the property and the man who 
is insane enough to buy it under such conditions. [Laughter.!] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If nobody is insane enough to buy it, 
then the E will remain in the hands of the Commissioners. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And there will be no taxes col - 
lected upon it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, what is the gentleman’s remedy 
for collecting the taxes of an insane n? 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I would not to suggest a 
remedy in the face of the statement that this bill has received 
more careful consideration than any other measure reported by 
this committee. aughter. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, Mr. Chairman, to be serious about 
it, there is a necessity for this bill. The Commissioners say that 
it will relieve them greatly; the assessors say the same sting: the 
District attorney favors it; the District Committee thinks it is a 
good bill; and, while it may not be perfect, we venture the state- 
ment here that it isa very great improvement on the existing law. 
Therefore, having done the best we can, we ask that the be 
put upon its passage unless some other gentleman has an amend- 
ment that he desires to offer. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment 
which I send to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


After the word nn line 2, 4, insert the words “and no deed 
WWW or that no tax was due at the date 
e.” 


Mr. COX. Ifthe gentleman will refer to section 6, he will find 
the principle settled there that the very foundation of the deed 
lies in the decision of the Commissioners. Now, when they 
upon the question and decide that it is a valid deed, how is the 
other party going to get into any court to have that action re- 
vised or reve: ? : 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, Ithink the gentleman has not 
read section 6 carefully. It provides— à 

That the said Commissioners shall not convey any property sold for taxes 
if they shall discover, before the conveyance, that the sale was, for any cause, 
in and ineffectual to give title to the property sold. 

That is all. f 

Mr. COX. That is, if they discover that there is a defect in the 
sale, they shall so decide and refuse to convey the property? Now, 
will not that be a judicial decision? 

Mr. HEPBURN. No; but there may be defects in it that they 
do not discover. They are prohibited by this section only when 
they do discover defects in the sale. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I think that provision is only sing 
and that the action of the Commissioners would be subject 
review. : 

Mr. COX. It is not directory. 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, I do not object to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Iowa. 

The amendment of Mr. HEPBURN was agreed to. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend section 7 
page 7, line 17, by adding after the word dollar ” the words “and 

y cents.” 
Mr. HULICK. Mr. Chairman, I do not know that I have 


the | objection to that amendment, but I can not see any reason for i 
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Mr. DOCKERY. That is the price that is now fixed by law, 
and it is necessary in order to reimburse the District treasury. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I offer a further amendment. 

The amendment was read, as follow: 

Strike out all after the word “of,” in line 19, section 7, to the word “ up,” 
in the f $1,200 per annum 


he same line, and insert “two clerks at the rate o 
each; so that it will read “ a sum sufficient to pay the salaries of two clerks 
at the rate of $1,200 per annum each.” 


Mr. HULICK. The gentleman will remember that in the first 
section of the bill, at his suggestion, a provision for two clerks at 
an annual salary of $1,200 each was stricken out, and the Commis- 
sioners were authorized to appoint sufficient clerical force. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Yes. 

Mr. HULICK. Then why do you now propose this amendment? 

Mr. DOCKERY. For the reason that it is necessary to provide 
for c: ing forward this work until the regular appropriation 
bill shall become available, on the 1st of J ne 

Mr. HULICK. Then why not use here the language you sug- 
gested before and say sufficient clerical force“? 

Mr. DOCKERY. In that case you would have to insert the 
amount, $700 cr $800. 

. HULICK. You might put it in that way. 

Mr. DOCKERY. We might make an appropriation of $700 to 
pay the salaries of clerks up to the beginning of the next fiscal 
year, but I think the amendment I have proposed will accomplish 
the object quite as well. 

Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 5 

The committee accordingly rose; and the S er having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. DaLZELL, from the Committee of the Whole, 
reported that they had had under consideration bills of the follow- 
ing titles and had directed him to report them severally to the 
House with recommendations, as follows: 

A bill iz R. 8010) to authorize a ey for the construction 
of a bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River, 
etc.—with the recommendation that it do pee. 

A bill (H. R. 8499)—with the recommendation that as amended 


it do pass. 
5 bill (H. R. 4149) — with the recommendation that it lie on the 
e. 
DISTRICT BILLS PASSED. 


Bills of the following titles, reported from the Committee of 
the Whole with amendments, were taken up, the amendments 
agreed to, and the bills as amended ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and they were accordingly read the third time, 


and passed: 
A bin (H. R. 8010) to authorize a survey for construction of a 
bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River in line 


with Massachusetts avenue extended eastward; and 

A bill (H. R. 8499) in relation to taxes and tax sales in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. BABCOCK, a motion to reconsider the vote 
aha the two bills last named were passed was laid on the 

e. 

By unanimous consent, the bill (H. R. 4149) relating to tax sales 

was laid on the table. 


GEORGE W. WATSON, 


Mr. BABCOCK. Icallup for consideration the bill (H. R. 4279) 
to cure the title to certain real estate in the District of Columbia. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


uare 996, in Washington, in the District of Columbia, ng for the samo 
10 full and receiving a deed in fee simple therefor ocr 24d emu Cross 
id George W. Watson, ever since the purchase of said 


an 
Whereas the said George W. Watson, and those under whom he claims title 
ble and uninterrupted possession of the 
out of the city of 
gton, and have a continuous record chain of title tothesame by di 
in fee simple from December 4, 1822; but prior to the gd 1822 the title thereto 
is in the United States, and by some inadvertence the conveyance thereof to 
one William Prout, who rere the same in 1822 to one William Jones, 
sarees. whom said Watson and his grantors claim title, was never placed on 
record and become lost, and therefore, notwithstanding said long occu- 
pancy by said Watson and his grantors for a period of more than seventy- 
three years, a cloud rests upon said title; and 
Whereas said Watson has become advanced in years and is infirm, havin, 
been confined for six months as a prisoner of war, wounded three times, an 
lost a leg near the hip in battles as a Union soldier during a service in the 
Federal armies from the spring of 1861 to November 14, 1864, when he was 
3 on account of loss of leg near the hip; said property is his home 
and all t he has, and by reason of said ancient cloud upon said title he 
can not sell or borrow money on the same. He 
epithe and did not learn of said cloud until long 


‘or: Therefore, 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Ri 


of America in Congress assembled, That the 


ure! the same in good 

ter he had bought and paid 

entatives of the United States 

nited States hereby quitclaims 

and releases in favor of George W. Watson, his heirs and enigne ay and all 
in or tolo 7 


claim or title which they, the said United States, have in Boe Tena 
8, in square No, 996, situate in the city of Washington, District of 
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2 The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
ows: 


Strike out all of the preamble that follows the title, d li 
In line 3, substitute for the words quitclaims end 88 words 
“quitclaim and release.“ 


Mr. SHANNON. Mr. Speaker, I ask the reading of the re 
accompanying this bill, which will, I think, give the House all the 
information necessary. 

The report (by Mr. SHANNON) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
(H. R. 4279) to cure the title to certain real estate in the Districg of Come 
oe it pey Wit! the oe f th tof Co; 

n accordance ə provisions o e act o mgress of July 10, 1 
co! ioners were appointed by tho President t 
Washington, and in 1791, in . aly hli of the 55 5 t out tho city of 


to derive from haying the Federal city u their lands, the original — 
etors d nated to the United States certain le „ ae 


In r, 1871, George W. Watson purchased these lots, after havi 
the records y acarched, and after ing furnished with an 8 
title certif: that the same was good and sufficient. Three years later, in 
1874, he learned for the first time that shes was a possibility that his title to 
Bie oe ae Baca pi Seep ae ame Cree e E fe i 
reco: 0 e . 
Another mo -A careful inves tion of the records was then e, and th 


title was back to Sho t the owner of lots at tha 

search, n thing further 33 till, un th date of August 4.15805 rd — 
ts) the 

5 the same William Prout had assigned these bts to the United 


ted 
them to o 5 that the 1 

T ds of priva parties, ha’ Nene atl 
e 


and transferred and again, cont to 
taxes on them is tie Gere down to the present time, a pori of — A 
enty-five 37 and that the United 8 have never any title 
whatever to the property and do not . The published reports of the 
Government officials in of ae public grounds do not include square 
996 among the prope enumera’ as belonging to the United States. 

The only reasonable explanation of the discre in the earlier records 


ypancy T 

rej the title of these lots is that they were ed by the Uni 

States to Wiliam Prout some time after and before 15 e, io ue 

he assign: em I Pin and as By is a well-authenticated fact tha 
0 


In peculiar facts surroun this the committee are 
unanimously, of the ion that the relle Sakon for in bill should be 
grants . In their ju ent facts that the purchase of these lots was un- 

oubtedly made in perfect good faith; that improvements haye been made 
upon them; that taxes have been paid upon them to the United States for a 

od of seventy-five years, and that this long and oceu- 
rs was never questioned or constitute con- 


siderations of sufficient merit to j the passage of the re, 
The committee therefore recommend the passage of H. B. 4279 with the 
following amendments: 


Strike out all of the pannie that follows after the title down to line 1. 
In line 3 substitute in place of the words quitclaims and releases the 
words * quitclaim and release." 


Mr. SHANNON. Mr. S er, as stated in the report which 
has just been read, Geor . Watson and those under whom he 
claims title to these lots have had peaceable and uninterrupted 

ion of the same for the period of seventy-five years; that 
is, the records show a continuous, unbroken chain of title since 
the year 1822, when William Prout, one of the original proprie- 
tors of the lands on which the city of Washington was founded, 
e BE this property to one William Jones. Andif the earlier 
record of 1808, referred to in the report, only showed an assign- 
ment to a private individual instead of to the United States there 
would of course be no ‘necessity for the relief which Mr. Watson 
seeks under this bill. As it is, however, the cloud resting upon 
his title makes it impossible for him either to sell or negotiate a 
loan upon the property—a very t h ip, indeed, consider- 
ing that all he has in the world has been invested in these lots 
aad the improvements made upon them, 

There are numerous precedents which may be cited showing 
that Congress has frequently granted relief in cases exactly simi- 
lar; but I will only refer to one, since the report which accom- 
panied the bill in that case speaks of the destruction by fire i 
1814 of the records of titles in the District. As it is very ark t 
ask for the reading in my time of Report No. 4016, accompanying 
H. R. 10991, which passed the Forty-ninth Congress, 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred House 
bill 10991, submit the following sepat: 

There is a defect in the record title of the lot mentioned in the bill beca 
of the fact that the records of titles in the District were destroyed by 
about the year 1814. 

The persons whose relief is contemplated by this bill have paid the taxes 
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for more thirty and are clearly entitled to the 
ted States has 5 just claim, 


on the pro 
same; and as Uni your committee report 
the bill back to the House, with the recommendation that it do pass. 


Mr. SHANNON. I desire to say further, Mr. Speaker, that the 
bill now before the House was referred to the Commissioners of 
the District and by them referred to the District attorney for ex- 
amination and report. That report finds the facts to be substan- 
tially the same as set forth in the report of the committee, and 
recommends the bill to the favorable consideration of Congress. 
I ask that the report be read in my time for the information of 
the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
Washington, February 8, 1896. 

GENTLEMEN: I have examined House bill 4279 (Fifty-fourth Con first 
— ton) to Sore UY title to coran real 2 in ny District of Columbia, 
W. ou refe to me for examination and report. 

Pron an abstract of title to lots 7 and 8in square 996 in Washington City, 
pre d by Mr. J. T. Cull, a member of the bar, and one of our} ex- 
8 it appears that in the division between the United States and the 
aon proprietors, these lots were assigned to the United States; that in 
1822 William Prout, one of the o proprietors, made a ninety-nine-year 
lease of part of lot 8, which was afterwards assented to by the other original 
roprietors. This would seem to indicate that the lots were reassigned by 

e United States to the original proprietors. From 1822 down to the present 


these lots appear to have been dealt with as private property. They have been 
assessed for taxes in the name of private individuals, and the United States 
does not appear to have ever asserted apy claim to them. 

As no statute of limitations bars the ted States, and so far as the record 
is concerned the legal title to these lots isin the United States, it is necessary, 
in order to perfect Mr. Watson's title. to have the United States either release 


its claim, or disclaim any interest in the property. 
The history of the title as shown by the above abstract bears out the state- 


ment in the preamble to the bill. 
of the b d for that reason, I think it 
is entitled to your favorable . anne bill is herewith Dan 
3 7 8. T. THOMAS, 
Attorney District of Columbia. 
Hon. COMMISSIONERS, ETO., 
The amendments reported by the committee were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engro and read a 
third time; and it was 3 read the third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. SHANNON, a motion to reconsider the last 
vote was laid on the table. 


WASHINGTON AND GLEN ECHO RAILROAD, 


Mr. BABCOCK. I call up the bill (H. R. 9704) to authorize the 
Washington and Glen Echo Railroad Company to obtain a right 
of way and construct tracks into the District of Columbia 600 feet. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Beit enacted, etc., That the Washington and Glen Echo Railroad Company, 
a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Maryland and operating 
a street railway in said State, the eastern terminus being at or near the north- 
ern boun of the District of Columbia in Chevy Chase, be, and said corpora- 
tion is hereby, authorized and empowe to obtain a right of way and con- 
struct its road and y double t thereon into the District of Columbia a 
distance of 600 feet, and no farther, from the point in the boundary line of 
the District where said railway extended crosses the boundary line of the 
District and from said point on a line across the Columbia boulevard, thence 
on private property to a point in Connecticut avenue extended, on a route to 
be I by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, said corpora- 
tion to have full power and au RROA to operate cars upon said road for the 
pu 2 its traffic; said corporation to use electric motive power in pro- 
pe cars. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


TELEGRAPHIC AND ELECTRIC-LIGHT FACILITIES, 


Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I call up for present considera- 
tion the joint resolution (H. Res. 228) providing for additional 
telegraphic and electric-light facilities in the city of Washington, 
District of Columbia, during the inaugural ceremonies on the 4th 
gh: of March, 1897. 

he joint resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, etc., That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to permit the extension of overh wires into 
the Pension Pulldin and to such other points as shall be deemed suitable and 
convenient for use in connection with the parade and other inaugural pur- 


poses, the said wires to be taken down within ten days after the conclusion 
of the ceremonies on the 4th day of March, A. D, 1897. 


Mr. BABCOCK. I ask a vote on the resolution, 
The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


BUILDING FOR DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 


Mr. BABCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say that I have in 
my hand House bill No. 10023, being a bill setting apart a plot of 
bee ground in thecity of Washington, in the District of Colum- 

ia, for memorial purposes, under the auspices of the National 
Seciety of the Daughters of the American Revolution, which was 
reported by the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
but by an error was placed upon the Calendar as having been 
reported by the Committee on the District of Columbia. Itisa 
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bill that might properly have been considered by either commit- 
tee, and Iam . x the peneman in charge of that bill to 
call it up, as it is on the Calendar reported from this committee. 

I ask for the consideration of the bill, and move that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to consider it. 

Mr. DOCKERY. [reserve the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will examine the rule and see 
whether under the circumstances it is broad enough to cover the 
motion of the gentleman from Wisconsin. What was the gen- 
tleman’s statement? 

Mr. BABCOCK. Itis, Mr. Speaker, that the bill is on the Cal- 
endar as having been reported from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, but, as a matter of fact, it was reported by the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, I make the point of order that 
this bill was not reported by the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and is not in order under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not in order, but will 
examine the rule. 

Mr. STEELE. Why, Mr. Speaker, if they can call up a bill 
reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
they might call up one reported from the Military Committee or 
any other committee. 

he SPEAKER, The Chair wants to see how broad the lan- 
guage of the rule is, 

Mr. BABCOCK. This is a matter, as I have already said, that 
might come before either committee. 7 

Mr. STEELE. But it did not. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the rule applies exclusively 
to business reported by the Committee on the District of Columbia, 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. MORSE. Is it in order to ask unanimous consent to con- 
sider this bill? 

Mr. STEELE. What is the 3 of the building? 

Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, the House to indulge me a 
word of explanation of this bill. This measure is asked for by 
the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion. As I understand it, they propose to erect in this city a 
memorial building, to cost, if I remember rightly, something like 
$200,000. Part of this money has already been raised. All the 
ask of the Government is to donate to them a site for the build- 
ing. The bill, as you see, is carefully drawn, and the land reverts 
to the Government in the event it should ever cease to be used 
for the patriotic purposes indicated in the bill. The building is 
to be a museum of antiquities connected with the American 
Revolution, and to contain a hall for the meeting of this patriotic 
society. Theland asked for is unimproved land, near the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing. 

The building, Mr. Speaker, will be an architectural ornament 
to the city, as well as a memorial to the men and women of that 
far-off time who laid here broad and deep the foundations of civil 
and religious liberty; a building to tell to coming generations 
that the Daughters of the American Revolution are not ungrate- 
ful or unmindful of the valor and patriotism of the men and 
women who founded this Government. Mr. Speaker, I can not 
conceive that any gentleman could object to the use of public 
land in this capital city for such a patriotic purpose. 

I hope the gentleman will withdraw his objection and give to 
the House an opportunity to consider this bill. 8 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, I am to the use of our publio 
parks for any other purpose than that for which they were origi- 
nally set aside, and I therefore object. 

Mr. MORSE. But this is nota park. It is only a piece of un- 
occupied and unimproved ground down near the Bureau of En- 
graving and Printing. 

Mr. BLUE. It is a part of a public space intended for a very 
different purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will submit the proposition for- 
mally to the House. Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts? 

Mr. BLUE. I object. 

Mr. MORSE. These Daughters of the American Revolution 
will get after you for objecting to their bill. 

Mr. BABCOCK. The Committee on the District of Columbia 
has no further business to present to-day. 

CANALS BETWEEN THE GREAT LAKES AND THE OCEAN. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message 
ae the President of the- United States; which was read by the 
erk: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives; 

I transmit herewith the report of Messrs. James B. 3 of Michigan; 
John E. Russell, of Massachusetts, and L. n E. Cooley, of Illinois, who 1 
appointed commissioners, under the authority of a law passed March 2, 1 
to make inquiry and report, after conference with such similar commission- , 
ers as might be sppainted behalf of Great Britain or the Dominion of Can- 
ada, concerning the f Ar of the construction of such canals as willenable 


vesse in ocean commerce to pass between the Great Lakes and the 
Atlantic n, and the most convenient location and bable cost of such 
act specified relat- 


T 


Uigence, resul in 
embodied in their report and its accompanying exhibits which is of great 
as and interest as related to the project subjected to their exami- 
nation. 


The 3 of direct and unbroken water transportation of the prod: 
ucts of our Western States and Territories from convenient points of 
shipment to our seaboard ports are plainly palpable. The report of the 
Commissioners contains, in my opinion, demonstration of the feasibility of 
securing such transportation, and gives ground for the anticipation that 
ter and more uninterrupted commerce, 8 the plan suggested 
een the great West fore ports, with ə increase of national 
prosperity which must follow in its train, will not long escape American 
enterprise and rataa p fO 
It will be observed t 8 of the Commissioners, though as com- 
hensive as the time and f. ties at their x not 
nitely deal with the cost of the work they were called upon to consider, 
and omits some of the other details related to it. Thus far they have labored 
without compensation, and a part of the small sum appropriated for the pay- 
ment of their expenses still remains unexpended. 


Isu it to the Congress the propriety of making economical provision 
‘or a 3 further prosecution of work as will more fully the 
rmati derstanding of this inter- 


necessary to an exact and complete un: 
portant 


o; on 
esting and im subject. 
GROVER CLEVELAND. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 18, 1897. 


The message, with the accompanying documents, was referred 
to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—YOST VS, TUCKER, TENTH DISTRICT OF 
VIRGINIA. 


Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I desire to give 
notice that on Wednesday, after the reading of the Journal, I shall 
call up the contested-election case of Yost vs. Tucker, from the 
Tenth district of Virginia. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. May I ask the gentleman when 
that case was reported? 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. The case was reported near 
the end of the session last summer. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. What was the report in that case? 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. The report of the majority 
was in favor of the sitting member, Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. How many of these cases does the 
committee intend to call up that have not been disposed of? 

Mr. McCALL of usetts. Thatis the only case from the 
committee of which I am a member that has not been di of. 
There is, however, one other case from Virginia, which will be a 
short case. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. HOWELL, for ten days, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Truman H. ALDRICH, for six days, on account of im- 
t business. 

To Mr. Goopwyyn, indefinitely, on account of important busi- 


ness. 
To Mr. MCMILLIN, for one week. 
To Mr. SPENCER, for ten days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. LINNEY, for seven days, on account of important business. 
And then, on motion of Mr. PAYNE (at 40’clock and 7 minutes 
p. m.), the House adjourned, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETO. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
nena were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 

ows: 

A letter from the secretary of the Deep Water Ways Commis- 
sion, transmitting a report of Deep Water Ways Commission at 
Detroit, Mich., December 18-22, 1 to the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the cases of 
Abner T. Fuller and Samuel W. Carson, administrators, against 
The United States—to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A letter from the president of the Capital Traction Company, 
transmitting its report for the year ending December 81, 1896— 
the 5 on the District of Columbia, and ordered 


REPORTS OF CO 


MMITTEES ON PUBLIO BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 

the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 
Mr. MEIKLEJOHN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
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to which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 8328) entitled A 
act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to repeal the tamber-culture 
laws, and for other purposes,’” reported the same with amendment, 
accompanied by a report (No. 2540); which said bill and report 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. FISCHER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9371) authorizing the 
Galveston and Great Northern Railway Company to construct 
and operate a railway through the Indian Territory, and for other 
purposes, reported the same with amendment, accompanied by a 
report (No. 2541); which said bill and report were referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SCRANTON, from the Committee on the Territories, to 
which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 2555) entitled “An 
act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue leases of 
certain islands in Alaska for the breeding of foxes, reported the 
same without amendment, accompanied by a repari (No. 2544); 
which said bill and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. GILLET of New York, from the Committee on Public 
5 Grounds, to which was referred the bill of the House 
(H. R. 9861) for the erection of a public building at Lockport, N. V. 
7 sighs the same with amendment, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2545); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FLETCHER, from the Committee on Interstate and For- 
e Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the House 
5 9799) to amend an act entitled An act to authorize the 

ttanooga Western Railway Company to construct a bridge 
across the Tennessee River near Chuttanooga,” pring he said 
company more time in which to begin and complete bridge, 
reported the same without amendment, accom ed by a report 
— — e, which said bill and report were referred to the House 
endar. 

Mr. CUMMINGS, from the Committee on the Library, to which 
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 5383) for the purchase 
of the oil portrait of Mrs. Pony Mton, by E. F. Andrews, re- 
ported the same without amen t, accompanied by a report 
(No. 2547); which said bill and report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole Honse on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XII, Mr. PARKER, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 2070) 
for the relief of George W. Spencer, reported the same (Report 
No. 2542); which said bill report were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, committees were from 
3 of the following bills; which were referred as 

ollows: 

The bill (H. R. 9874) granting an honorable to Wil- 
liam Miller—Committee on Military Affairs disc and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Petition of the Wisconsin National Guard Association, favorin 
the reorganization of the National Guard and Militia of the Uni 
States—Committee on Military Affairs discharged, and referred to 
the Committee on the Militia. 

Petition of the National Guard of Wisconsin unanimous] 
adopted in Milwaukee January 8, 1897,in support of Senate bill 
2849, to promote the efficiency of the militia—Committee on Mili- 

A laire Glechagged: ana soles to the Gomimittes on the 
Militia. 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
ES following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. LOW: A bill (H. R. 10034) to supplement and amend an 
act entitled An act for the erection of a new custom-house in the 
city of New York, and for other ” approved March 3, 
1891—to the Committee on Public dings and Grounds. 

By Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 10035) to amend the pension 
laws—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KIEFER: A bill (H. R. 10036) to incorporate the Na- 
tional Grand Lodge of the Order of the of Hermann—to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BELL of Colorado: A bill (H. R. 10037) ceding the 
Sugar Loaf Reservoir site, in Lake County, Colo., to the State of 
Colorado—to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. MoCORMICK: A bill (H. R. 10038) to regulate the sale 


1897. 
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of poisons in the District of Columbia—to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H. R. 10039) granting the right to 
erect dams to Thurston H. Allen and others—to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 

By Mr. HUTC N: A bill (H. R. 10057) to provide for an 
examination and survey of a water route from the mouth of the 
jetties at the city of Galveston, Tex., and 3 the ship chan- 
nel up Buffalo Bayou to the city of Houston, Tex., and . 
pinag money therefor—to the Committee on Rivers and - 


By Mr. FISCHER: A joint resolution (H. Res. 233) directing 
the Secretary of War to submit estimates for work upon the chan- 
nels in Jamaica and Canarsie bays—to the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors. 


By Mr. PERKINS: A joint resolution (H. Res. 234) providing 


for the distribution of the maps and atlases of the United States 
Geological Survey—to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. WASHINGTON: A joint resolution (H. Res. 235) to 
provide for the expenses of the Tennessee centennial commission- 
ers from the District of Columbia—to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. : 

By Mr. MCCORMICK: A resolution (House Res. No. 495) relative 
to the widening and deepening the channel of the East River on the 
eastern side, at Ravenswood, Long Island, N. Y., atornear Rainey’s 


cofferdam—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII. PEVAR bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 


By Mr. ANDREWS: A bill (H. R. 10040) granting an increase 
s pension to George W. Ferree—to the Committee on Invalid 
ensions. 


By Mr. BLUE: A bill (H. R. 10041) granting a pension to Ma- 
linda Draper—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10042) granting a pension to Florence E. 
Wilber—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 3 removing charge of desertion from the 
record of Reuben Randall to the 5 on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10044) granting a pension to Josiah C. Ury— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10045) granting a pension to John A. Reeds— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10046) removing charge of desertion from 
rocon of Abraham W. Crawford—to the Committee on Military 

airs. 

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: A bill (H. R. 10047) for the relief of 
zas ag Iron Works, of Cleveland, Ohio—to the Committee on 

ims. 

=! Mr. COX: A bill (H. R. 10048) for the relief of the estate of 
J. E. Brennan, deceased, late of Nashville, Tenn.—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. DOVENER: A bill (H. R. 10049) granting a pension to 
Nicholas C. Wilson, of Braxton County, W. Va.—to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A bill (H. R. 10050) for the relief of Louis 
Hublitz—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10951) for the relief of John Conway—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts: A bill (H. R. 10052) for the 
rey of Alexander Sutherland—to the Committee on Military 

airs. 

By Mr. MILES: <A bill (H. R. 10053) granting a pension to Leah 
Jones, widow of John Jones—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


sions. 
By Mr. QUIGG: A bill (H. R. 10054) granting an increase of 
ion to Laura Sprigg Foster—to the Committee on Invalid 
ensions. 
By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: A bill (H. R. 10055) to cor- 
rect the military record of Edwin T. Leach—to the Committee on 


Mili Affairs. 
By . WOOD: A bill (H. R. 10056) pm nga pension to 
Martha A. Crooker—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BELL of Colorado: Petition of soldiers of Dolores 
County, Colo., in support of House bill No. 9209, granting a serv- 
ice 8 to honorably discharged soldiers of the late war- to 
ay? saves ees a re Pensions. = rs 

y Mr. : Papers accompanying House bill granting a 
msion to Florence E. Wilber—to the Committee on Invalid 
ons. 


Also, papers to accompany House bill granting a pension to 
Malinda Draper—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, 1 to accompany House bill granting a pension to 
Josia C. Ury—to the 5 on 0 Pensions, 3 

o, papers to accompany House granting a pension 

John A. Reeds—to the Committee on Invalid Penslons 

Also, papers to accompany House bill to remove the charge of 
ae against Reuben Randall—to the Committee on Military 


airs. 

Also, a to accompany House bill to correct the military 

7 5475 of Abraham W. Crawford—to the Committee on Military 
airs, 

By Mr. BURTON of Ohio: Resolution of the Lake Carriers’ 
Association,in regard to gas buoys on the Great Lakes—to the 
Committee on A priations. 

By Mr. DALZELL: Petition of J. P. Henderson and others, of 
Pittsburg, Pa., praying for favorable action on House bill No. 
4566, relating to mail matter, and Senate bill No. 1675, prohibiting 
the transportation of obscene matter—to the Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce, 

By. Mr. DO ER: Petition of N. W. Lloyd and 19 other citi- 
zens of Braxton County, W. Va., asking the passage of a special 
so to pension Nicholas C. Wilson—to the Committee on Invalid 

ensions. 

= Mr. HARMER: Petition of Rachel P. Leys, Joseph Foulke, 
M. D., and others, of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for favorable 
action on House bill No. 4566, relating to second-class mail matter, 
and Senate bill No. 1675, prohibiting the ibaa, e of obscene 
matter by any agency—to the Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce. 

Mr. HEMENWAY: Resolution of the Pastoral Association 
of Evansville, Ind., praying for the passage of legislation of vari- 
ous kinds—to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce. . 

By Mr. HULL: Petition of H. Catley, captain, United States 
Army, retired, of Syracuse, N. V., in relation to Senate bill for 
the readjustment of the accounts of certain army officers, and 
ee relating to his military recond - to the Committee on Military 


airs 
By Mr. LACEY: Petition of Rev. Fred Arnfort and others, of 
Keokuk, Iowa; also petition of Mary L. Allen and others, of 
Richland, Iowa, praying for protection from intoxicating liquors 
the Territory of Naka the Committee on Alcoholic Liquor 


afric. 

By Mr. LITTLE: Petition of John B. Bruno, Elizabeth Vraux, 
and Mary Moose, of the Citizens band of Pottowatomie Indians, 
of Pottowatomie County, Okla., relating to land patents under 
act of May 23, 1872—to the Committee on Indian rs. 

By Mr. OTJEN: Resolution of officers of the Wisconsin Na- 
tional Guard, favoring the passage of Senate bill No. 1169, entitled 
“An act authorizing the Secretary of War to issue Springfield 
rifles to each State and Territory, for the National cnet thereof, 
75 peace for other rifles now held”—to the Committee on the 

ilitia. 

By Mr. REYBURN: Petition of Falls Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of Philadelphia, Pa., praying for favorable action on 
House bill No. 4566, aiso Senate bill No. 1675, to prohibit the trans- 

rtation of obscene matter—to the Committee on Interstate and 


oy aa 

By Mr. RINAKER: Petition of B. P. McDaniel, of the Sixty- 
third United States Colored Infantry, residing in Madison County, 
III., for relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: Papers to accompany House 
bill to correct the military record of Edwin T. Leach—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of 
Norwich, Conn., favoring the passage of House bill No. 3203 and 
sundry other bills—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WOOD: Petition of Benjamin V. Carey, of Robinson, 
III., in behalf of Martha A. Crooker, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. UPDEGRAFF: Papers of N. N. Jones, warden of Iowa 
State penitentiary, relating to House bill No. 6116 and its appli- 
cation to the transportation of goods manufactured by convict 
labor—to the Committee on Labor. 

Also, pein of the Iowa Academy of Sciences, protesting 
against the passage of Senate bill No, 1552, for the further preven- 
tion of cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia—to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. : 

Also, petition of the Baptist church of West Union, Iowa, for 
the prohibition of the sale of intoxicating liquors in Government 
buildings—to the Committee on Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. y 

Also, petitions of the Wesleyan Methodist Church and of the 
Baptist Church of West Union, Iowa, to raise the age of * 
tion for girls to 18 years in the District of Columbia and Territo- 
ries—to the Committee on the Judiciary. - 


` 
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SENATE. 
TUESDAY, January 19, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 

JoHN P. Jones, a Senator from the State of Nevada, appeared 
in his seat to-day. 

The Secretary proceeded toread the Journal of 3 pro- 
ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. GALLINGER, and by unanimous 
consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTORS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in pursuance of the 
rovisions of the act of February 3, 1887, a certified copy of the 
Enel ascertainment of the electors for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent for the State of South Dakota; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. ; 
ANNIE E. NOLAN. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 2129) ting an 
increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan; which was, in line 7, before 
the word ‘‘dollars,” to strike out fifty“ and insert “ twenty- 
five.” 

Mr. GALLINGER. I move that the Senate nonconcur in the 
amendment of the House of Representatives, and request a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 8 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to ap- 

oint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Mr. GALLINGER, 
Mr. CANNON, and Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin were appointed. 


EULOGIES UPON THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE CRISP, 


Mr. GORDON. I wish to announce that in consequence of the 
absence of some Senators who are expected to participate, the 
_ eulogies upon the late Mr. Crisp, formerly Speaker of the House, 

will be postponed from Thursday until Monday next at 3 o’clock, 
by the permission of the Senate. 

PETITIONS ANQ MEMORIALS. 


Mr. ALLISON presented a memorial of the Iowa Academy of 
Science, remonstrating against the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, 
for the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of 
Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HALE presented the petitions of Henry B. Cleaves and sun- 
dry other citizens of Maine; of the Boston Marine Insurance Com- 
pany, of Boston, Mass.; of V. C. Brown and sundry other citizens 
of New York, and of sundry citizens of Baltimore, Md., praying 
for the establishment of a light-house near the broken part of Pol- 
lock Rip Shoals, at the northeastern entrance of Nantucket Shoals; 
which were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CALL presented the memorial of H. F. Smith, publisher of 
the Pensacola Daily Times, of Pensacola, Fla., remonstrating 

ainst the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
dasi mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. So t 

Mr. TURPIE presented a memorial of 6i citizens of Indian- 
apolis, Ind., praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the memorial of Herbert M. Locke 
and 500 other citizens of the District of Columbia, remonstrating 
against the of Senate joint resolution 187, relating to the 
laying of electric subways in the District of Columbia; which 
was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 

He also presented the petitions of the Gorsuch Methodist Episco- 

Church; of the St. Luke’s Baptist Church, of Brightwood; of the 
aptist Ministers’ Colored Union, and of the Shiloh Colored Baptist 
Church, all in the city of Washington, D. C., praying for the 
enactment of legislation raising the age of protection for girls in 
the District of Columbia to 18 years; which were referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of Branch No. 1, American 
Workmen's Protective League, and 161 citizens of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
praying for the enactment of legislation restricting immigration; 
which: was referred to the Committee on Immigration. 

He also presented a petition of the West Lynn Shoe Company, 
of 313 and the petition of Thomas E. Emerson's Sons, 
of Massachusetts, praying for the passage of the so-called Torrey 
pankruptcy bill; which were ordered to lie on the table. À 

M: SEWELL presented a memorial of the New Jersey Horti- 
cultural Society, remonstrating against any appropriation being 
made providing for the free distribution of seed; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. s 

He also presented resolutions adopted by General Sedgwick 
J. EEE TT with tne OUERS GAF MEULES EOE 

.J., exp) pathy with the Cu in their s gle for 
independence; which were ordered to lie on the table, 


He also presented a y tion of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 


ance Union of Salem, N. J., through N. A. nter, president, 
and Mary E. Hire, corresponding secretary, and a petition of the 
Union Methodist Episcopal Church of Camden, N. J., through 
John S. Heisler, pastor, and John J. Rice, clerk, praying for the 
passage of Senate bill No. 2485, to further protect the first day of 
the week as a day of rest in the District of Columbia; which were 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Elizabeth, N. J., 


praying that immediate steps be taken by the Government to ` 


obtain reparation for injuries inflicted on Armenians in Turkey; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a memoria] of the Medical Society of New 
Jersey, remonstrating against the perenne of Senate bill No. 1552 
for the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of 
Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of A. M. Taylor, of 9 
N. J., praying for the enactment of legislation to amend the pos 
laws relating to second-class mail matter, and also prohibiting 
interstate transportation of obscene matter through the mails; 
wao was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 

oads. 

Mr. CAMERON 8 memorials of the publishers of the 
Quakorto wa Free Press; the Souderton Independent; the Saxton 

erald; the Conference Journal; the Palmyra Herald; Mont- 

omery Transcript; the Young Folks’ Catholic Weekly, of Phila- 

elphia; the Hazleton Journal; the ong, epora; of Mahanoy City; 
the Daily Standard, of Hazleton; the Tocsin, of Black Lick Sta- 
tion: Food, Home, and Garden, of Philadelphia; Der Neutraliot, 
of Shippock; the Wayne Independent, of Honesdale; the Home 

meen and New Ideas, of Philadelphia; the Lykens Register; the 

ews Item, of Middleburg; the ip and Spur, of Philadelphia; 
the Bradford Le OA ei the Republican Advocate, of Wells- 
boro; the Medical World, of Philadelphia; the Philipsburg Ledger, 
the Christian Standard, of Philadelphia; the FARRS Sentinel; 
the Millers’ Review, of Philadelphia; the Middletown Press; the 
Methodist Herald, of Newport; the American Journal of Photog- 
raphy, of Philadelphia; the Advocate, of Dallastown; the Chure 
Advocate, of Harrisburg; the Medical Bulletin; the Universal 
Medical Journal; the York Daily; the York Weekly; the Common- 
wealth, of Philadelphia; the Forest Republican, of Tionesta: the 
Proco Latinus, of Philadelphia; the Tusculum, of Philadelphia; 
the Musician, of Philadelphia; the Sledge Hammer, of Meadville; 
the Church News; the Reynoldsyille Volunteer; the Conoquenes- 
sing Valley News; the Sun, of West Newton; the Denver Press; 
the Chester County Post, of Westchester; the Public Democrat, 
of Westchester; the Democrat, of Newcastle; the County Jour- 
nal, of Loganton; the Vienybe Lietuyniky, of Plymouth; the Sun, 
of Liverpool; of sun citizens of Philadelphia; the American 
Slavonic Gazette, of Pittsburg; the News, of Newcastle; the 
ars COA of Ashland; the Watchman, of Newton; the Post, of 
Middleburg; the Weekly Record, of Brockwayville; the Daily 
Democrat, of Johnstown; the Times, of Hawley; the Franklin 
5 of Chambersburg; the e de e Messenger, of 
Indiana; the American Law Register and Review, of Philadelphia; 
the Record, of Waynesboro; the Echo, of Erie; the Daily Courier, 
of Blairsville; the North 8 Tribune, of Bridesburg; thé 
Bulletin, of Hyndman; the Tribune-Republican, of Meadville; 
the Review, of Marietta; the Pulpit and the Preacher's Helper; 
the Journal, of Huntingdon; the Times, of West Newton; the 
News, of Harrisburg; the Il Vesuvio, of Philadelphia; the Ento- 
mological News, of Philadelphia; of J. W. McMaster, of Thurlow; 
of Howard M. Jenkins, of Philadelphia, all in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and of the Journal of Kildare, Oklahoma, remonstratin 
= the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented petitions of the American Railway Literary 
Union of Philadelphia; of David J. Pearsall, of Mauch Chunk; of 
Rey. Robert A. McIlwain and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; 
of John H. Cramer and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; o 
William G. Liebig and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; of 
Simon Friedman and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; of 
E. J. Brown and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; of Thomas 
Moore, jr., and sundry other citizens of Philadelphia; of Rev. 
George C. Ewart and sundry other members of the Doylestown 
Baptist Church; of Dr. Henry Berkowitz and sundry other citi- 
zens of Philadelphia; of Byron A. Woods, president of the Phila- 
delphia Conference of the Baptist Ministers; of I. B. Jones, of 
Philadelphia; of Walter H. ett and sundry other citizens, 
of John M. Calver, of Dr. Joseph Foulke, and of Edward Smith 
Kelly, of Philadelphia, all in the State of Pennsylvania, praying 
for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class 
mail matter; which were referred to the Commit ee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of Dr. H. C. Wood, of the faculty 


1897. 


of the University of Pe Ivania, and the memorial of H. P. 
Armsby, a director of the Pennsylvania State College, remon- 
strating against the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, for the fur- 
ther prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. l 
He also presented a petition of the Christian Endeavor Society 
of Manheim, Pa., praying for the enactment of legislation to pro- 
hibit the sale of intoxicating liquors in the United States Capitol 
building; which was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. f f 
e also presented the memorial of W. E. Broderick, second vice- 
president of the National Wholesale Liquor Dealers’ Association, 
of Baltimore, Md., and of the Hannis Distilling Company and 


sundry other distillers and wholesale liquor dealers of Philadel- 
hia, Pa., remonstrating 2 the passage of House bill No. 
8882 to allow the bottling of distilled spirits in bond; which was 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented petitions, in the form of resolutions adopted 
by the Young Irelanders’ Association (Clan na Gael) of Pawtucket, 
R. I.; of. Fairmont Lodge, No. 333, Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers, of Philadelphia, Pa., and of the Bronze Club, of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, praying Congress to recognize the independence of 
Cuba; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ALDRICH presented a memorial of sundry publishers, news 
dealers, and booksellers of Rhode Island, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class 
mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BURROWS presented the memorial of H. C. Kudner, pub- 
lisher of the Lapeer County Democrat, of Lapeer, Mich., and the 
memorial of Foster Bros., publishers of the Gladwin County 
Record, of Gladwin, Mich., 55 against the pa e of 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PROCTOR presented a memorial of the Master Car Build- 
ers’ Association, of St. Albans, Vt., remonstrating against the 
adoption of the metric system of weights and measures; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented two petitions of members of the societies of 
the Colonial Dames of America, praying that a charter be 
them under the name of the National Society of the Colonial 
Pane of America; which were referred to the Committee on the 

ibrary. 

Mr. BRICE presented the memorial of the Weideman Company, 
Ullman Einstein & Co., Weideman, Holmes & Co., and William 
Edwards & Co., of Cleyeland, Ohio, remonstrating against the 

of House bill No. 8582, to allow the bottling of distilled 
spirits in bond; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Rey I. L. Kephart, editor of 
the Religious Telescope, of Dayton, Ohio, and the petition of Eu- 

ne E. Diehl, of Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the enactment of 

egislation prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Cap- 
itol building; which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented the memorial of C. W. Charles, publisher of 
the Ohio Chronicle, of Columbus, Ohio, remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class 
mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Merchants’ National Bank, 
of Toledo, Ohio, and a petition of the Ketcham National Bank, of 
Toledo, Ohio, praying for the passage of the so-called Lond bill, 
relating to second-class mail matter; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post- Roads. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were referred the followin g bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (S. 1538) granting a pension to Joseph M. Waddell; 

A bill (H. R. 4490) to restore the name of Ethan A, Sellman to 
the pension roll; 

Pe bill (H. R. 5712) granting increase of pension to John W. 
ines; 

A bill (H. R. 1646) for the relief of Dolly S. Brown; and 

A bill (H. R. 9592) to amend an act entitled “An act granting a 
roam to Jesse McMillan,” received by the President May 27, 

6. 


Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 1647) to increase the pension of Clark W. 
Harrington, late sergeant of Company I, Ninety-third New York 
3 reported it with amendments, and submitted a report 

ereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 4363) to increase the pension of Joseph J. Hudson, 
a it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon, 

also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
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bill (H. R. 6247) to grant a pension to Miss Jennie E. Moore, 
rted it with amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

. PEFFER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 1018) to increase the pension of Bennett 
8 Shaug, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 

ereon. 

He also (for Mr. BRICE) from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2992) granting a pension to Ellen O'Hara, re- 
ported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2975) granting a pension to John Amrein, reported it with 
an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2908) granting a pasion to Franklin Andrews, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2909) nting a pension to Henry Shafer, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. i 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 596) for the relief of Ellis H. Roberts, re- 
ported it without amendment. = 

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 8329) to increase the a paton of George W. 
Smith, late a captain, Seventh Regiment New Jersey Volunteers, 
reported it with amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2959) granting a pension to Sarah Townsend, reported it 
with amendments, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 4481) granting an increase of pension to Patsey E. 
Broaddus, of Marion, Kans., reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

_He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 3380) granting an increase of pension to John R. Row 
of Toronto, Kans., reported it without amendment, and submitted 
a report thereon. 

Mr. ROACH, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2718) granting a pension to Miss Mary Hayne, 
teparteg it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

. SHOUP, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2177) granting an increase of pension to Henry 
B. Conway, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a re- 
port thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 5855) granting a pension to Emily Elliott, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 1500) granting a pension to George W. Bagley, re- 
ported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. McBRIDE, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the amendment submitted by himself on the 18th 
instant, intended to be proposed to the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill, reported it with amendments, and 
moved that it referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4267) granting an 
increaso of pension to Gabriel Widmer, reported it without 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 4298) granting an increase of pension to Annie Thomp- 
o reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 

ereon. 

Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 1256) for the relief of Henry A. Webb, 
reported it with an amendment. 

. HALE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3492) for the relief of Paymaster James E. 
Tolfree, United States Navy, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3493) for the relief of Pay Clerk Charles Blake, United 
States Navy, reported it without amendment. 


DISTRICT NAVAL MILITIA, 


Mr. HALE. I am directed by the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 3355) to provide for organizing 
a naval reserve battalion in the District of Columbia, to re it 
with amendments and submit a report thereon. I should like to 
have the bill put upon its passage at this time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill, and, by unanimous consent, the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its considera- 
tion. ; 

The amendments of the Committee on Naval Affairs were, in 
section 1, line 6, after the word! naval,” to strike ont ‘‘reserve;” 
in section 2, line 1, after the word naval,” to strike out ‘‘ reserve;” 
to strike out sections 4, 5, and 6 of the bill; in section 7 [4], line 4, 
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before the word “‘ battalion,” to strike out “ 
8 [5], line 2, before the word ‘‘ battalion,” to strike out reserve.“ 


and in section 


e amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I listened to the reading of the bill as well as 
I could with the noise around me. I should like to know who 
will pay for the service of these yolunteers. Is it a voluntary 
organization? 7 Í l 

Mr. HALE. Itis entirely voluntary. Itis something like the 
Naval Reserve Militia in the differentStates. TheGovernment has 
nothing to do with the payment. In fact, they will receive no 


5 SHERMAN. There are quite a number of officers named 
in the bill. Will they receive any pay from the Government? 

Mr. HALE. None at all. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If it is a mere voluntary naval organization 
I have no objection to the bill, but if it were an addition to the 
Navy I should object to it. 

Mr. HALE. I should certainly object if it were to be any addi- 
tion to the Navy. It is like the organizations of the different 
States, which are run mee ay oy the members themselves, without 
any salary or pay from the Government. 

Mr. SHERMAN LI have no objection to the bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I should like to ask the Senator from Maine 
whether the or, 
the militia of the District of Columbia? 

Mr. HALE. It is to be a part of the militia. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is to bea naval company in addition to 
the infantry and artillery companies of the District? 

Mr. HALE. That is exactly what it is to be. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill to provide for or- 
ganizing a naval battalion in the District of Colambia. * 


ELLIS H. ROBERTS. 


Mr. MORRILL. Lask that the bill (H. R. 596) for the relief of 
Ellis H. Roberts, reported this morning from the Committee on 
Finance, be taken up for action at the present time. It proposes 
to pay Ellis H. Roberts $800. 5 

he VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 

i „That the Secre of thi be, and he is here 
re 
States at New York City, N. V., out of any moneys in the Treasury not other · 
wise appropriated, the sum of 8800, the said sum of mong representing a 
loss incurred in the said office of said assistant treasurer, without default or 
negligence on his part, and made good to the Government by him. 

Mr. MORRILL. We have a long report made in this case, but 
the bill is so obviously correct that the committee were unani- 
mously in favor of reporting it, and I will not ask to have the 


rt 
Fhe VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? ; 
There being no objection, the bill was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. ¢ 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BURROWS introduced a bill (S. 3552) for the relief of the 
legal representatives of John Roach, deceased; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. RRY introduced a bill (S. 3553) for the relief of the 
trustees of the Presbyterian church of Dardanelle, Yell County, 
Ark.; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. . 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3554) for the relief of the estate of 
Parkes & Ward, of Yell County, Ark.; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. 


Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill (S. 3555) to amend an act entitled 
An act granting to the Eastern Nebraska and Gulf Railway Com- 
pany right of way through the Omaha and Winnebago Indian 
reservations, in the State of Nebraska,” by extending the time for 
the construction of said railway; which was read. twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. GALLINGER introduced a bill (S. 3556) granting a pen- 
sion to Carlton W. Muzzy; which was read twice Ppi title, and, 
8 the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. TURPIE (for Mr. VOORHEES) introduced a bill (S. 3557) 

nting a pension to Emma M. Elliott; which was read twice by 
fioi title, 3 with the accompanying paper, referred to the Com- 
VFC 
Nr. (by requ in a giving 
any State having a claim for expenses n defense of the 


ganization is to be anything more than a part of | P 


United States the right to have the same adjudicated the 
ö Court of the United States; which was read twice by its 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also request) introduced a bill (S. 3559) for the relief of 
the heirs of Jonas P. Levy, deceased; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. À 

Mr. GALLINGER introduced a bill (S. 3560) for the purchase 
of the oil portrait of Mrs. Dolly Madison, by E. F. Andrews; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 


Library. 

Mr. MORGAN introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 191) relative 
to the improvement of the waterway between Birmingham, Ala., 
and the Black Warrior River; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 
Mr. PEFFER submitted an amendment intended to be pro 


by him to the sundry civil a jation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildi and Grounds, and ordered 
to be printed 


Mr. PETTIGREW submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
rinted. 

Mr. BACON submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHOUP submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. HOAR submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him tothe sundry civil supro iation bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public dings and Grounds, and ordered 
to be printed. 

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY CONFERENCE, 


Mr. CANNON submitted an amendment intended to be pro- 
posed by him to the bill (S. 3547) to provide for the representation 
of the United States by commissioners at any international mone- 
tary conference hereafter to be called; which was ordered to lie 
on the table and to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT ALTOONA, PA. 


Mr. QUAY. Lask the unanimous consent of the Senate to po 
ceed to the consideration of the bill (S. 3543) for a public building 
at the city of Altoona, Pa., and appropria: money therefor. 

There being no objection, the ate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to purchase by private sale or secure by condemna- 
tion a site for, and cause to be erected thereon, a suitable build- 
ing, with fireproof vaults therein. for the accommodation of the 
United States district and circuit courts, post-office, and other 
Government offices, at the city of Altoona, county of Blair, Pn. 
The plans, specifications, and full estimate for the building shall 
be previously made and 8 according to law, and shall not 
exceed, for the site and building complete, $125,000. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MONONGAHELA RIVER BRIDGE. 


Mr. QUAY. I move to recommit to the Committee on Com- 
merce for fu consideration the bill (S. 2898) to authorize the 
construction of a bridge over the Monongahela River from the city 
of McK to the township of Mifflin, Allegheny County, Pa. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CONVENTION OF INSTRUCTORS OF THE DEAF. 


Mr. McMILLAN, Lask unanimous consent to call up the bill 
(H. R. 6883) to incorporate the Convention of American Instruct- 
ors of the Deaf. The bill came over from the House yesterday, 
and lies on the table. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the order of business? 

Mr. McMILLAN. It is a House bill, and is exactly the same as 
a Senate bill on the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will beread for information. 

The Secretary read the bill; and, by unanimous consent, the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its considera- 


tion. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I move that the bill (S. 2572) to incorporate 
the Convention of American Instructors. of the Deaf in the Dis- 
a Columbia, which is on the Calendar, be indefinitely post- 


poned. 
The motion was ageeed to. 
CONFIRMATION OF LAND ENTRIES, 


Mr. BERRY and others addressed the Chair. 
What is the regular order? 


Mr. OULLOM. 
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Mr. BERRY. I ask unanimous consent to call up House bill 


3. 

Mr. CULLOM. I have been waiting for the morning business 
to be concluded, so that I might call up an appropriation bill; but 
we seem to be on the Calendar. y 

Mr, BERRY. I hope the Senator from Illinois will not inter- 
pose. I ask leave to call up a bill which it will not take two min- 


utes to x 

The 0 ICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that the Senator 
from Illinois is entitled to recognition after the morning business 
is concluded, if he desires it. 2 i 

Mr. CULLOM. I will not interpose an objection to the bill the 
Senator from Arkansas wishes to call up; but I wish to state 
while 1 am on the floor that the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial appropriation bill has been reported and is now ready for con- 
sideratiom® However, I understand that the Senator from Indiana 
[Mr. Turpie] desires to take the floor immediately after the 
routine business, and I am disposed to give him the right of way 
for the purpose of making his address. I would not like to have 
the routine business continue all the morning by calling up bills 
from the Calendar. 

Mr. BERRY. I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate at 
this time to proceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. 8413) 
to confirm certain cash entries of public lands. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That all entries of the public lands made under the pro- 
visions of the act entitled “An act to graduate and reduce the price of the 


thereto. 

Sec. 2. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict herewith are hereby re- 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? $ 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider. the bill, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

EDWARD H. MUNSON. 


Mr. HAWLEY. I ask unanimous consent to call up for con- 
sideration the bill (H. R. 4199) to correct the military record of 
Edward H. Munson, late a private in Company H, Thirty-second 
New York Regiment of try. It will not take two minutes 
to pass the bill. 

y unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. - 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELECTRIC SUBWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. COCKRELL. The joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to 
the laying of electric subways in the District of Columbia, intro- 
duced by me and reported favorably from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia by its chairman yesterday, should receive 
immediate action. It is an important measure, and it is important 
that it should be acted upon at once. I ask that it may be now 
taken up and disposed of. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Missouri asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the joint 
resolution indicated by him. 

Mr. HILL. That measure will lead to considerable debate. I 
hope it will not be taken up now. 

“Phe VICE-PRESID Objection is interposed to the re- 
quest of the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of Senate joint resolution No. 187. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will recognize the Senator 
from Missouri at the conclusion of morning business, 

Mr. COCKRELL. Very well. 


PACIFIC RAILROADS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate, as 

a part of the morning business, the resolution of the Senator from 

bama [Mr. MorGaNn], coming over from a previous day. The 
resolution will be sta’ 

The Secretary. A resolution directing the Committee on the 

Judicia 1 and report as to the default of the Central 

Pacific Railroad Company and the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 


pany in the payment of bonds issued by the United States in aid 
of said roads. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution. k 

Mr. MORGAN. Iask unanimous consent that the resolution 
may go over without prejudice. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, it will be so 
ordered. 

DIVISIONAL LINE BETWEEN VENEZUELA AND BRITISH GUIANA. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate 


the resolution of the Senator from South Dakota . PETTIGREW], 
coming over from a previous day. The resolution will be sta 

The SECRETARY. A resolution directing the Secretary of State 
to send to the Senate a statement of the proceedings of the com- 
mission appointed to investigate and report upon the truedivisional 
line between the Republic of Venezuela and British Guiana, etc. 

Mr. PETTIGRE As I do not find the resolution printed 
and on my desk, I ask to have it lie on the table until to-morrow 
morning, when I shall call it up for disposition. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will 
be so ordered. The morning business is now concluded. 

ELECTRIC SUBWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to the laying 
of electric subways in the District of Columbia. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the joint resolution indicated by him x 

Mr. HILL. Let us have the joint resolution read first, before 
the motion is agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read. 

The SECRETARY. A joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to the 
laying of electric subways in the District of Columbia. 

- . GRAY. I should like to have the joint resolution read at 
e 


he VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read. 
The Secretary read the joint resolution, as follows: 


Whereas it is provided by the act of June 11, 1596 (29 Stats., 401), that 
no underground naan ee era i wires or conduits therefor be laid in 
the District of Columbia east of Rock Creek, excepting in the extension of 
3 service within certain specified territorial lim- 

Whereas the Senate and House are both investigating, their re- 


of the said 
letter of February 8. 1896, an 55 by Senate bill 2081 and House bill 
accompa: said letter: erefore. 


Resolved, etc., That until definite action is taken b; regarding the 
construction of said general subway system it shall N to open any 
streets, roads, avenues, or alleys in the District of Columbia for the purpose 
of laying electrical wires, cables, or conduits therein, excepting in the exten- 
sion of the existing electric-lighting service. within the territorial limits 
specified in said act: Provided, however, That in cases where the public inter- 
ests shall, in the opinion of the Commissioners of the District of Colum 
require an inadi te extension of existing service permits 5 be issu 

refor. and also for all necessary house connecti to the United States 


Ins. 
Electric L ing Company in the territory! east of Rock Creek, and to 
the ise EP AS — Power Company in 


territory lying west of Rock 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
The joint resolution was reported yesterday from the ittee 
on the District of Columbia, I understand. Is there any report 


Se ary it? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is no report, the Chair is ad- 


Mr. FAULKNER. There is no report. 

Mr. HILL. Is there any amendment reported by the committee? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is no amendment reported to 
the joint resolution. The question is on agreeing to the motion of 
the Senator from Missouri to proceed to its consideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of 
the Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If no amendment be 3 as in 
Committee of the Whole, the joint resolution will be reported to 
the Senate. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I desire to hear some reason why 


this extraordi joint resolu ion should pass this body. 
„Mr. COC . Well, Mr. President, there is nothing extraor- 
dinary about it. It gives upon its face a plain A B C statement 


of the reasons why the streets and alleys in the city of Washing- 
ton shall not be torn up at the will and pleasure of this or that 
person until Congress has passed upon the question and has deter- 
mined n one subway in which all wires are to be placed. Con- 
gress is legislating upon that question. The two committees of 
the Senate and House on the District of Columbia have the matter 
before them, and at the last session we prohibited anything of this 
kind being done until those committees could act upon it. That 
is the object of the joint resolution. 
Mr. HILL. Will the distinguished Senator from Missouri oblige 
me by pointing out the particular statute passed last year which 
prevented the very action which he is now seeking to prevent by 
this proposed legislation? If the act complained of is y pro- 
hibited, what is the necessity for this legislation? I pause for a 
reply for a reply is appropriate at this particular time. 
hy, the very point involved is that there is no legislation which 
prevents this new company from doing precisely what it is doing 
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to-day, much to the gratification of the honest people of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Therefore it is no answer to my inquiry to say 
that the action now proposed to be stopped has already been 
1 y stopped by previous legislation. 

. President, I had hoped that we might have been presented 
something beyond the mere reading of the joint resolution to 
convince us that we ought to this measure. I had hoped, as 
there was no report from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia setting forth in detail the reasons for this extraordinary legis- 
lation, that some one might rise in his place and vouchsafe to 
honor us with a brief statement of the reasons for the passage of 
the joint resolution. 

The mere fact that when conduits are laid in the streets the 
streets are necessarily torn up is no argument why there should 
be no more electric lighting in the city of Washington. Accord- 
ing to the brief statement made here, we must stop this tearing 
up of our streets until somebody prepares a general system by 
which such i Ae is to be done, and until Con does 
so, there must be no more tearing up of the sacred soil of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. STEWART. Except by a particular company. 

Mr. HILL. Except bya particular monopoly—that is it—except 
by the monopoly which seems to have the ear of some of the com- 
mittees of this Senate. Ispeakplainly. I thank the Senator from 
Neyada for that suggestion. Are we to proceed to pass this joint 
resolution upon a theory which will not stand, upon a false theory, 
‘upon the mere bare suggestion that we are tearing up these streets, 
and therefore such tearing up must not be done? 

I assert as a proposition of law that this new company has a 

rfect legal right to do what it is now doing, the company which 
called the Potomac Company, which dares to enter into compe- 
tition with the United States Electric Fighting Company. If 
there is no authority for what the Potomac Company is doing, the 
courts of this District are open to enjoinment at the instance of a 
committee of the Senate or at the instance of any taxpayer in this 
city. Why has not some application been made to the courts to 
stop this improvement? I have in my humble residence in this 
city, opposite are 1 Square, had to endure the miserable light 
which we have had in the park for the last two years, and thi 
new company, which has now laid its conduits in front of that 
square, has inspired me with the hope that within a brief period 
we may be enjoying good light. But we are told that it shall not 
be done, and we are told that the mere fact that they are tearin 
up the streets is enough to make us hasten to stop it. We are tol 
we have already prohibited it. Where is the law which declares 
that prohibition? 

Mr. President, what are the facts? The facts are that this whole 
question has been litigated in the courts of the District of Colum- 
bia, and those who are B trary this measure know it. Noone 
knows it better than the United States Electric Lighting Company, 
because they were parties to the litigation. Some time ago that 
company, having, of course, the interests of the people of this city 
at heart, and not their own, sought to prevent this young and 
vigorous company from coming into competition with them in this 
city, and rushed into the courts to procure a permanent injunc- 
tion to stop the doing of this very work. I am not here to cast 
any improper reflections upon thisold monopoly. Of course the 
are acting for their own selfish interests and for their own good. 
They assume to be acting in the interests of the public, but they 
are looking for their own revenues. I never knew a monopoly 
yet which proceeded in the courts which did not assume to act in 
the public interests. But whether this company was acting in 
the public interests or not makes no difference to the question 
e Whether they resorted to the courts for a proper or an 
improper purpose, the courts have decided the question in con- 
troversy. The courts decided that the new company had theright 
to proceed under existing law and lay down conduits. That liti- 
gation has been disposed of so far as the application for a tem- 
porary injunction is concerned. has been made to the 
only tribunal 5 to decide it, and it decided the question 
adversely to the old monopoly. Thenthe new company proceeded 
to lay down the conduits, and immediately we are told that the 

District of Columbia is going to“ rack and ruin,” because some- 
body other than this old monopoly is going to make some public 
improvement in this District. 

have had some talk with citizens of this city, and I venture the 

statement that they want competition; I venture the statement 
that they hail with delight ay opportunity which will give them 
additional lighting facilities; I venture the assertion that public 
opinion in this District is upon the side of this new company, 
which wants an opportunity to share in the electric-lighting busi- 
ness of this great city of 250,000 or 300,000 people. 
Therefore, Mr. President, continuing my argument, it is an idle 
pic, it is a silly plea,it is a babyish plea to say that we must pass 
is joint resolution, in the first place, because the new company 
are tearing up the streets of the city, and in the second place, it is 
an illogical argument, and a false and untrue argument, to say 


that this new company is violating any 5 law. That ques- 
tion has been determined adversely to the old monopoly and in 
favor of the new company. 

What is there about this? There is nothing to conceal about it. 
Why not tell the Senate Baniy just what there is of it? That 
this new company haye met with great difficulties in obtaining a 
foothold in this city is true. It is composed of active, vigorous, 
energetic young men. They hail from the city of New York 
from my own State. They put their money into this business, and 
are anxious to do something to aid themselves and to help the 
people of this District. If they are right, they should be sustained. 

hey have met, of course, the persistent, the continuous opposi- 
tion of the old company, and last session, having some controversy 
in regard to this matter, certain legislation was put upon an appro- 
priation bill. The theory of this proposed legislatiog is that in 
some way outside assurances were given, some verbal assurances, 
to some members. of the various committees, conference commit- 
tees or otherwise, whereby it was agreed by the new company 
that nothing should e ee be done until the Congress of the 
United States should provide a general system of subways in this 
city. When is that tobe done? Echo answers, When? Whohas 
recently introduced a bill for that purpose in this Senate, and 
where is there a bill for that purpose introduced in the other 
House? What bill upon this subject is any committee consider- 
nar I pause for a pay. 

r. FAULKNER. As the Senator pauses for a reply, I will 
state to him that there is a bill before a subcommittee of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, who expect to have a meeting 
on it to-day, I think. 

Mr. HILL. When was it introduced? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I think at the last session of Congress. It 
was a bill drawn by one of the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia, Mr. Truesdell. 3 

Mr. HILL. Iam glad of that information, for it throws some 
light upon the question. When is the committee likely to report? 

. FAULKNER. I think it would be absolutely impossible 
for me to answer that question. I ho Heleg report during 
will 8 into a law 


the present session, and I hope the bi 
during this session. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, so far so good. The bill had attracted 
so little attention in the various discussions preliminary to this 
matter that I was not informed there had been such a bill intro- 
duced. Nothing could be of more importance than that bill if one 
is to be passed—I put it, if one is to be passed. If the committee 
had given as much attention to that general subway bill as they 
have given to the effort to stop the Potomac Company from going 
on with those conduits, we could have had a bill here and been 
discussing it at this very hour. 

Mr. BACON. I will state that Iam a member of the subcom- 
mittee to which that bill has been referred, and the criticism of 
the Senator from New York is not just. In order that what I say 
may ery its full force, I desire to say to the Senator that I agree 
with him as to the propriety of permitting the present action by 
the Potomac Company, although I do not propose to antagonize 
the committee further than by my vote, as I am in the minority. 

Mr. HILL. To what committee does the Senator refer? 

Mr. BACON. The Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The ae Sarge) of all the details and the determining of what 
powers shall be granted to a company which may be a general 
3 company are exceedingly difficult. The subcommittee 
has had repeated meetings, and will have others. I desire that 
the imputation shall at least not rest upon the subcommittee that 
there is any indisposition to make a prompt report in this matter. 
For myself, I heartily favor it. Iam in favor of a general sub- 
way system. In the meantime, I repeat, I am in favor of per- 
mitting the present Potomac 5 Company to go on with its 
work. I onlystate that fact in order that my disclaimer of undue 
delay on the part of the subcommittee may not be misconstrued 
or lack anything of its full weight. 

Mr. TIL If the Senator will allow me, I should like to 
ask some member of that committee to tell us whether the present 
company, the one that has the monopoly, will continue laying its 
wires whether you report or not? 

Mr. BACON. Ido not understand the question. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Is there not already in existence on this side of 
Rock Creek an electric-light company which has permission to lay 
subways without waiting for your committee to report or act? 

Mr. BACON. That would lead me into a gen discussion of 
this matter. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Answer the question, yes or no. 

Mr. BACON. I decline to answer yes or no. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Ofcourse you are at liberty to answer in your 
own way. 

Mr. BACON. I will say that this matter is largely, if not alto- 
gether, proceeding under the control of the District Commission- 
ers. I merely rose for the purpose of setting the subcommittee 


right as to the statement made by the Senator from New York 


1897. 


Now, to put me upon the stand to be catechised as to what is the 
law of the District in 5 to all these matters of subways is 
hardly proper, when the Senator from New York is on the floor 
disc g the matter, and the question of the Senator from South 
Carolina can not be answered yes or no. I decline to answer now. 

Mr. TILLMAN. L only hope that somebody will answer yes or 
no the proposition contained in this joint resolution to the effect 
that somebody has the privilege of doing this very thing while you 
gentlemen are considering whether you will report on the general 
subway question or not. 

Mr. L. I will inform the Senator from South Carolina that 
the object is to let this old company go on and prevent the new 
company from doing anything. That is apparently the scheme. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HILL. I can not enter into a joint debate now. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Will the Senator yield to me a moment? 

Mr. HILL. Not at present. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I simply wanted to say there is neither 
trick nor device nor scheme in it. | 

Mr. HILL. Then somebody ought to be able to explain these 
things as they arise. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The Senator has not permitted us. We 
will do it in our time. 3 A 

Mr. HILL. Twice I stopped for an answer to pertinent inqui- 
ries, and I received no answer to respectful and proper questions, 
which were put to elicit information. 

Mr. GALLINGER. If the Senator will permit me to say so, 
he will get all the answers he desires on this question before he 


ts through. 
J Very likely. 


Mr. HILL. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The Senåtor will get all he desires. 

Mr. HILL. But when Senators say this new company is pro- 
ceeding illegally, I ask them to point out wherein it has been so 
proceeding, and Senators remain silent. I will stop right here 
and let the Senator from New Hampshire explain wherein this 
company is violating any existing law, if he can explain. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Mr. President, I do not propose to explain 
just now. The Senator can proceed to make his speech in his own 
time and in his own way, but if he will be kind enough not to 
impute dishonorable motives to the members of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia and to other Senators, he will be keeping 
within the rules of the Senate. 

Mr. HILL. I shall try to keep within the rules of the Senate, 
but it would not violate the rules of the Senate to have some one 
explain wherein this new oompany is violating the law. Ifit 
would, the rules of the Senate should be amended. 

Mr. President, I do not know of any good reason why this new 
company should wait until a general system of subways for this 
entire District shall be perfected, if, under existing law, this com- 
pany have the right to put in the new conduits that they are now 
putting in. They are limited in number, and it would not bank- 
rupt the city and would not bankrupt the other company. There- 
fore I can not see any reason for the undue haste and zeal with 
which this matter is pushed. 

There seems to be an idea that nobody has a right to enter the 
District of Columbia and compete with any old established insti- 
tution. I hold in my hand an argument, an ‘oral argoment 
printed—how that can be I do not know, but it is probably an 
oral argument delivered before a committee and subsequently 
printed. It is headed, Oral argument and it is printed in good 
style—‘‘of Col. A. T. Britton,” whom I know very well, a very 
able lawyer and a good citizen of this city—as counsel for the 
United States Electric Lighting Company. It is oral, although it 
is a printed argument, by“ Colonel” A. T. Britton. Of course, 
the old saying is once a colonel, always a colonel,” and it seems 
to be necessary even for a lawyer to be a colonel. The Colonel“ 
seems to realize that there has been a litigation, but others here 
in this Senate do not seem to be aware of the fact that there has 
been a litigation, in which the old company has been worsted, and 
Colonel Britton takes thirty-two to explain how the old com- 
pany came to be beaten—an explanation which does not explain. 
At the close of his argument there is this statement: 

We do not have many opportunities for managing affairs connected with 
ourselves in this District, and it really seems to our citizens that a company 
of our own ownership, built up through all the hard and g times of ex- 
perimental electric lighting, and being the first to pioneer the way under the 
direction of Con in the matter of underground conduits, and which isin 
full position, with plant and equipment far in excess of the present demands 
upon it; able to do with its present plant at least double its present work 
it really seems to us that it should be preferred in the matter of electric light - 
ing of this District to a lot of outside people. 

Here it is openly avowed that outside people” must be kept 
out, and insiders be given the preference. 

That is the milk in the cocoanut; that is the motive; that is the 
scheme; that is the device to which I allude. You must be one 
of the oldest inhabitants” in order to be able to compete for 
electric lighting in this So You must have lived here, and your 
fathers and your grandfathers must have lived here, before you 
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can be put upon the same plane with the old and existing monop- 
olies which have built themselves up in this city, with or without 
the favoritism of Congress. 

I do not take much stock, Mr. President, in ancient thin just 
because they are ancient. This city belongs to the whole United 
States. There is no citizenship per se here, if I may use that ex- 
premian: Every citizen of the United States has a sighs to come 

ere with equal 3 compete honestly and fairly in all 

the enterprises that pertain to this great capital city, and we are 
not to be met with the argument that outside people” should 
not be allowed to come in, and that a preference shall be given 
to the old hangers-on” who have grown rich out of the fran- 
chises obtained from this District and selfishly want to keep 
out the people whom they call ‘‘ outsiders,” the citizens of New 
York and elsewhere, who come here and who have the same right 
to help build up this great city as the sons and daughters of the 
old residents in this part of the country—‘‘colonels ” and other- 
wise. 
I have not time to review all of the able argument of Colonel 
Britton, but the Colonel understands this question pretty well 
after all. This joint resolution looks as though it had been intro- 
duced in the interest of the public welfare. Whatis the head- 
note of this argument on the face of this elegantly bound book? 
It is as follows: . 

Oral Seni of Col. A. T. Britton upon behalf of the United States 
Electric Lighting Company, and stating its position in advocacy of the Cock- 
rell Senate resolution. 

Colonel Britton understands that this is a contest between the 
two companies, and he is counsel for one of them. He submits 
an argument, not in the public interest, but in the interest of his 
client, this particular corporation. I do not know who was heard 
before the Committee on the District of Columbia. I do not care 
to repeat some things which have been said to me aboutit. This 
debate as it has proceeded has thrown light upon the subject, 
but there was no mention yesterday that anybody dissented from 
this report; the fact was very carefully concealed or inadvertentl 
omitted. The distinguished Senator from Georgia [Mr. Bacon 
just a moment ago said that he favored the Potomac Company 

ing permitted to go on, but when that was presented 
here yesterday there was not a word of dissent from any member 
of the committee. 

Mr. President, I was here the other day and heard the fèw re- 
marksupon this subject from his seat of that member of the District 
Committee, the Senator from Tennessee [ Mr. HARRIS], now absent, 
He is as familiar with the affairs of the District of Columbia, I 
think, as any other Senator around this circle. Is theré a single 
member of this committee authorized to state that the Senator 
from Tennessee favors this joint resolution? Not one. I do not 
desire this resolution ong dis of in his absence. I prefer 
to hear his views upon this subject; and he has decided views, 
He has been called away on account of the sickness of his wife, 
He is a leading member of this committee who could throw some 
light upon this subject. Sir, I think I hazard nothing in stating 
that he is most earnestly opposed to this joint resolution. Yester- 
day it was made to appear I say ‘‘ made to appear.“ but perhaps 
that is not the proper expression; it did appear, apparently, from 
the report that it was unanimous, Noone so stated, but where 
nothing is said when such a report is made it might be assumed 
that the report was unanimous. The distinguished Senator from 
Georgia virtually dissents, and I think at least one other member 
does not approve of the report. : 

I think that this resolution ought not to for another reason. 
I regret that by reason of the situation here in the District of 
Columbia Congress necessarily has to be a sort of common coun- 
cil for this District. I would have as little to do with the details 
of this matter as possible if I could have my way. I would leave 
as much discretion as is proper and feasible to the District Com- 
missioners. I would not have grave Senators discussing every 
little detail of a dirty conduit, as to whether or not it shall go 
along a particular street. I do not think we should bother our- 
selves with the little details of municipal government. We have 
Commissioners appointed by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate, I think. A Senator on my right, who is pretty good au- 
thority, says they are confirmed by the Senate, They are pre- 
sumed to be men of capacity, ability, honesty. They are old resi- 
dents here of the District, probably having been brought up here. 
They know all about the city, its ins and outs. They should have 
as much discretion as possible in regard to the ma: ment of the 
local affairs of the District. Every time a little ditch is tobe du 
in this great city, are we to haye a joint resolution introduced? 
Are we to debate it and discuss it, and to overrule the District Com- 
missioners because we think it ought not to be done? We have 
the power to doit. Ithinkit is an unwise procedure for us to 
attempt to review all the minor acts of the officials of the District 
of Columbia. 

Now, are they, too, violating any law? No. Point it out if you 
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I have alread 
ing any law, and 


can. said that the Potomac Company is not violat- 
have challenged contradiction of that state- 
ment. I have already said that if the Potomac Company is violat- 
in te law, go to the courts. But you have been in the courts 
and you have been beaten. Now, if the Commissioners are vio- 
lating any law, go to the courts and restrain them. But they are 
not violating any law. They a ve of the action of the Potomac 
Company. ey see no ob on to it. They see no wrong in 
what is being done. They believe it is a proper and legitimate 
exercise of existing anthority, an improvement proper to be made, 
with which Co: ought not at time to interfere. 

Mr. VEST. yiI the Senator from New York a question? 

Mr. HILL, Certainly. 

Mr. VEST. I understood the Senator to make the statement— 
ibly I am wrong—that the Potomac Company, as he calls it, 
now, under existing law, the right to tear up the streets when- 

ever it thinks it proms: to do so. that authority exist under 
its charter right 

Mr. HILL. The Senator will excuse me. I did not say that. 

Mr. VEST. I beg pardon. 

Mr. HILL. No, sir; I did not say it. 

Mr. VEST. What is the existing law, then, in regard to the 

ights of that 5 
r. HILL. It a right under the authority of the District 
Commissioners to lay down these particular conduits. 

Mr. VEST. But the Commissioners can prevent it from doing 
so if they see proper? 

Mr. L. They can. But the Commissioners, in the exercise 
of their judgment, having carefully considered the matter, have 
seen fit to decide that it is in the public interest that the work 
shall go on; and we are asked to review the action of those Com- 
missioners. We are asked to take up the time that should be 
devoted, as my friend the Senator from Florida [Mr. Cau] 
would probably say, to the discussion of the Cuban question, to 
the discussion of the goanen of tariff or of revenue, to the dis- 
cussion of the arbitration question, or some of the importart and 
vital subjects which ought to occupy the attention of this body. 
But we are here now to discuss the great question whether a few 
conduits shall be laid under a few streets in the District of 
Columbia. 

Abolish your Commissioners, if you have no confidence in them. 
The newspapers stated the ather day—they are not always reli- 
able; but still we can get a good deal of information from them— 
that the Commissioners were going to be im hed. ‘That was 
the first thing to do. When a public official does not do some- 
thing that certain men think he ought to do, immediately they 
vent their indignation by saying: Well, we will impeach him.” 
It was said immediately that the Commissioners of the District 
were to be impeached for this high-handed outrage which the 
courts have sustained. A few days have elapsed, and we do not 
hear so much about the impeachment proceedings as we did. 
That has apparently blown over. 

We come right back tothe question, What is the precise ground 
upon which we are to act? 

Whereas the Senate and the House are both investigating— 

I ask my friend the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. FAULK- 
NER] what bill is before the House on the question of subways? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I do not feel it necessary for me to pass upon 
that question. The records of the House are open to the Senator 
from New York, and if he desires, he can investigate the matter 
for himself. All we have to do is to attend to our iness in the 
Senate. 

Mr. HILL. If we attend to our strict, iomat business, it 
will keep us 7 My friend the Senator from West Virginia 
is hardly fair to the Senate. Of course he has a right to decline 
to answer any question, but being familiar with this matter as a 
member of the committee that with eagerness or with reluctance, 
I do not know or care which, reported the joint resolution which 
declares upon its face that the other House is investigating the 
question, I think he might have informed us whether there is a 
bill on this 5 bofore the other House. 

Mr. FAULKNER. If the Senator from New York will permit 
me, I will state that when a joint resolution drawn up by so dis- 
tinguished and careful a Senator as the Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. COCKRELL] asserts something as a fact in its preamble, he 
ought to give credit to it unless he can overthrow the statement 
by 1 the author of the joint resolution is mistaken. 

Mr. HILL. It may be true that the other House is investigat- 
ing the matter without any bill being before it. All that the joint 
resolution recites is— 

3 Ero Sim HECAT CoE PORSE ape: DONE SETAE + * the sub- 
ject, 

That does not show that there has been a bill introduced which 
is pending before the other House. Oh, no; the answeris begging 
the question; it is quibbling, with all due respect to the Senator 
from West Virginia. I do not know whether there is a bill pend- 
ing in the other House, although I have been informed that there 


is no such bill. Ican ascertain, of course, by inquiry. I can do 
that, and I think I will be informed as to the fact, because there 
is no monopoly yet as to the bills of the two Houses. Any mem- 
ber of either House has the right, at least yet, to apply for and get 
a copy of a bill. 
en this report is to be made does not appear, but the joint 
resolution says: 
That until definite action is taken by Co: 


regardin 
of said general subway system, it shall arent to open streets, roads, 
paths peas or alleys in th a coe eie 


wires, 
existing electric-lighting 


In whose interest is that provision? It is in the interest of the 
old company, in the main. It may extend its conduits indefinitely 
if the Commissioners see fit, but those of the new company can 
not be laid. 

A little more electric lighting in this city would do no injury. 
I do not go out very much at night, but still I find that I do geta 
little co in trying to cross some of the squares which are 
peony lighted. I donot know who isto blame for it, but I always 

don the wrong side of the square or the street, and I insist 
apoi it, nearsighted as I am, that we ought to have more electric 
ights. j 

Mr. GALLINGER. Will the honorable Senator yield to me 
for a moment? 

Mr. HILL. 8 

Mr. GALLINGER. I desire to ask the Senator from New York 
if he is aware of the fact that the number of lights is absolutely 
re d 2 law passed by the Congress of the United States? 

. HILL. No; lam not aware of it. Iwonld leave a little 
something to the District Commissioners. I would not monopo- 
lize everything for the Senate and the House. 

Mr. GALLINGER. The Commissioners can not, of course. go 
beyond the amounts of money appropriated by Congress for this 


Per. HILL. That is all right, but I would not 


service, 


in an act 
of Congress just precisely every electric light. I would not regu- 
late the place where such light should be put. You have the right 


to doit, of course. Co 
shall be used; Co may desi 
the light shall be . I should like to have one in front of 
where I live. Perhaps there are lights in front of the residences 
of other Senators. I, however, would leave something to the discre- 
tion of the District Commissioners, so far as we can. I think we 
should have better government. I object toso much special legis- 
lation for the District of Columbia. we have in our system of 
government three Commissioners appointed by the President and 
confirmed by the Senate, the best men in the District of Columbia 
should be selected, and i prs! such men have been appointed. 
I would vest in them the discretion that is reasonable and 

per, and I think I would trust them to put in two or three extra 
a 5 the matter ver, and sporna by act z 

mgress framed by the most dignifi islative body upon earth, 

Mr. GALLINGER. If the Senator pen me again, I will 
state that I did not mean to say, and I do not think the Senator 
could have understood me as saying, that Co: determines 
precisely where an electric light s be placed. What I meant 
to say was that Congress makes an appropriation of money for 
this purpose, and acting under the direction of Congress the Com- 
missioners place the lights up to the limit of the appropriation. 
If the Senator can ree them to put a light in front of his 
residence, that is all right. 

Mr. HILL. Oh, Mr. President 

Mr. GALLINGER. But this new company will not place 
lights except under the appropriations of Congress paying them 
for that service. 

Mr. HILL. Of course all the moneys for the control and man- 

ent of the affairs of this city must come through Congress, 
They must come from appropriations, and of course the Commis- 
sioners can not exceed the appropriations. That is all right. No- 
body disputes that proposition. But the point is that I would 
limit the Commissioners and restrict them as little as possible. 
I think it might be desirable to have electric lights from another 
company. I would givethe privilege to the District Commission- 
ers to allow the new 55 to enter this District. I would break 
up the existing monopoly, if I could, in the interest of free com- 

tition. 

ae TILLMAN. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Vas in the chair). Does 
the Senator from New York yield to the Senator from South 
Carolina? 

Mr. HILL. Certainly. 

Mr. TILLMAN. I should like to have information from some- 
body who can give it as to whether these companies are going to 
supply electric light only for the city or are to go into private 


can regulate the materials which 
te the precise corner where 


and let some of us who are now fooling with ill. 


gas get electric lights where we live. 


1897. 
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Mr. HILL. I understand that the new lights for which conduits 
are now being put down, and about which all this fuss is made, 
are for public lighting; that it is not pr to interfere at pres- 
ent with the existing monopoly of the old company in regard to 
private lights, as I have been informed. 

Mr. TILLMAN. In other words, they will not allow you to buy 
electricity from any other company than the one on this side of 
the creek? 

Mr. HILL. My friend the Senator from South Carolina reaches 
his conclusions pretty accurately and pretty quickly. 

The joint resolution provides— 
That until definite action is taken 
of said general — it 

avenues, or alleys in the Dist: 
trical cables, or conduits the 
sring electric-lighting service wi 


Then comes the proviso. That is a pretty broad prohibition. 
You have not confidence enough in your Commissioners to allow 
them to permit the new company to extend its conduits a single 
foot. That they may be permitted to extend the others is fairly 
discernible from the terms of the joint resolution. . 

Is there not an existing appropriation under which the new 
company have a right to receive some of this electric lighting? I 
wish to read the first clause of the preamble of the joint resolution: 


Whereas it is vided the act of June 11, 1896 (29 Stats., 401), 
that no ont iil b et Gentine wires or conduits therefor Shall be laid 
in the District of Columbia east of Rock Creek, excepting in the extension of 
ei existing electric-lighting service within certain specified territorial 


ts. 
What is the 3 of that? ae we to vote Aor the joint era 
tion just upon reading it, with no explanation vouchsaf 

have as much confidence in the committees of this body as has 
any other Senator, but committees sometimes make mistakes. 
Committees are not alwaysaccurate, and when no Senator vouch- 
safes to give us a single word of explanation as to the joint resolu- 
tion, seemingly expecting us to vote for it just because it has 
been „have a right, sir, to comment upon some of the 
peculiar features of the joint resolution, and in so doing I cast 
no reflections upon the distinguished Senator who is its author, 
A more painstaking, capable, or honorable man does not sit in 
this body, but he is human; he is subject to the same prejudices 
that exist with other Senators. We therefore have a right to 
consider his joint resolution, and when he himself vouchsafes no 
explanation of it, I think we have a right to debate the question 
until somebody comes forward here and explains the reasons, 
legal or otherwise, why this thing should be done. 

y friend the Senator from Missouri, with the earnestness and 
impetuosity which characterizes a young man like himself, rather 
resented the idea that I should call this an extraordi — 
joint resolution. There was no reflection upon anybody intended 
in that statement. Is it not extraordinary? I think when the 
debate shall have proceeded we shall be told that an extraordinary 
situation is presented which calls for extraordinary action. It is 
not an ordinary joint resolution. It is not ordinary legislation. 
It is unusual; it is extraordinary. 

Mr. President, I have been reminded by my friend the Senator 
from West Virginia [Mr. FAULKNER] that we ought not to talk 
about House and House action. There are two sides to this 

nestion. No one knows it better than my friend the Senator 

om West Virginia. I have talked with the members of the 
House who were its conferees upon this subject; but I sup: I 
must not repeat what they said. This joint resolution is going to 
have hard sledding before it becomes a law. No one knows it 
better than these gentlemen. Without going into the details of 
what we have heard about conference committees, I will state that 
there is a misunderstanding—I think I state it accurately— 
between the House and the Senate in regard to this question. I 
am not to take my conception of duty from some understandings 
had between conference ttees, not reduced to writing. 

I hold in my hand a letter from the ident of the new com- 
pany, the Potomac Company, in which he goes on to give his ver- 
sion of certain things that took place when, last spring, we were 
preparing the appropristion bills here. I do not think it neces- 
sary to read the letter here now, because nobody has all any 
misunderstanding. The proposed legislation is put right upon 
the broad ground that, whereas some time or other there is going 
to be a general system of subways, therefore, until that millen- 
nium day shall come, we shall not havea single extension of a foot 
of electric lighting in this city v the new company. That is the 
proponon. How long is the old company to have a monopoly? 

obody knows. You propose to stop every work of this kind 
until the two Houses have upon more general legislation 
upon this subject. Would it not be better to invest the Commis- 
sioners of the District with the power to give each of these com- 

ies the right to extend its conduits within reasonable limits? 
atis the objection to it? I do not knowof any. I can not 
imagine any. 

Senators say they expect the bill will be reported and passed at 


the construction 
shall wful to open any streets, roads, 
of Columbia for the purpose of laying elec- 
in, excepting in the extension of the 

the territorial limits specified in said 


the present session. 
tten that we have already 
anal bill? And he knows as well as I do what is implied by that 


Has the Senator from West Virginia for- 
agreed to consider the Nicaraguan 


fact. Extensive debate, elaborate argument; day r day con- 
sumed in the discussion of that eb How is the subway bill 
to be passed if there is formidable opposition to it? Yet the joint 
resolution proposes a perpetual stay of ings. It is a bar 
for all time against the laying of a single foot of electric-light 
wires by this new and enterprising company hailing from New 
York or hailing from Nebraska or hailing from Indiana or where- 
ever it comes from. Yet I am reminded that I must not call the 
joint resolution an aig bag rages | one. It is a simple, ordinary 
resolution, introduced to sto electric lighting in this city 
except by one company, and that company may go on and extend 
its lines. That is all. 

Mr. President, I do not like the joint resolution. That is evi- 
dent from what I have said. Before the joint resolution shall 1 
I should like to have some statement from the District of Colum- 
bia Commissioners as to what they think about it. I have not the 
honor of an acquaintance with a single member of that commis- 
sion. I will go a little further and say that not a single man in 
theemploy of the District Commissioners was ever a nted upon 
my solicitation. strange as that may seem. I care little about the 
Commissioners; I am under no obligations to them; but if they are 
charged with the management of the affairs of the District of 
Columbia they ought to be treated ully; and I think before 
we enter upon this extraordinary legislation we should have some 
communication from the Commissioners giving the reasons for 
their action in allowing a few additional conduits to be laid. Such 
a wert should be presented for the consideration of the Senate. 

I know it has been said that the new company is proceeding 
with undue haste. I have not been very long in the District, but 
I have noticed some of the public works that have been carried 
on, and I .venture to say that if this work is to be done at all 
nobody should object because it is done immediately, Almost like 
magic have these conduits been put down, with the least ible 
discomfort to the people. The trench is dug for a certain di ce 
and the conduits laid in a day: They have done what few men 
in tearing up the streets*of,the city ever have done. They clear 
up everything behind them and leave the street in perfect shape. 

ever has any work been performed, if you say with greater 
rapidity, I say with better public satisfaction. Yesterday I rode 
up onone of the street cars here, and I heard citizens discussing the 
question among themselves and complimenting the Potomac offi- 
cials for the rapidand 1 manner in which they had utilized 
the streets; that is, with the least public inconvenience possible, 
filling up the trenches which had been dug and leaving the streets 
absolutely in as good condition as before. Public work always 
should be performed promptly. The streets should not be encum- 
bered by great piles of material. This company, above all others 
that I have noticed for five years, has performed its work faith- 
fully and well, so that y a day elapses after the digging of 
a 3 before the whole street is capable of being fotos | by 
v es. 

So, Mr. President, upon any ground u which you can con- 
sider this joint resolution it ought not to be passed. t me sum- 
marize what I had the honor of saying: First, the statement that 
this company is violating law is not true; second, the statement that 
the Commissioners are violating law is not true; third, the ques- 
tion has been litigated in the courts and decided against the old 
company; and fourth, we should leave this question to th: Com- 
missioners, largely to be determined by their discretion. The 

of the . resolution is a virtual reflection upon 
the discretion of the Commissioners vested with the control of this 
matter. 

I am not willing, sir, to vote for a measure that condemns pub- 
lic officials unless some Senator can point out the precise line of 
the statute that they have violated. I think I have been one of 
those, since I have been in the Senate, who have not hastily en- 
tered upon investigations sipiy because there was a or. I 
do not believe in holding up the Commissioners of this District, 
or any other body of men or public officials, to scorn, to criticism, or 
in reversing their action, unless I can have pointed ont tome what 
statute they are violating, what particular discretion they are 
abusing, what power they are pease: Sagres for some wrongful 
purpose. It is not sufficient for me that it may be said a commit- 
tee or two committees of this body want this measure „and 
therefore we should passit. I am not willing to surrender my 
judgment as a Senator to the keeping of any committee and lend 
my support to the pending measure unless it can be shown by 
argument ther than the mere presentation of the bill itself that 
we ought to vote for it. Otherwise, Mr. President, we all would 
surrender to committees the discretion properly vested in us here 
as Senators. 

T have already referred to the fact that this was largely a fight 
between two electric-light companies; that one company has got 
the ear of the committees of this body and the other has not. 
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That of itself may be unfortunate for the com 
in the cold. I hold in my hand a statement of the Potomac Com- 


ny that is left out 


pa which has just been sent tome. It is astatement, res 
form, dated Jan 19, 1897. Itis addressed to the Senate and 
House of Representatives. 

We respectfully submit the following statement, and that unfavorable 
action may be taken by you upon Senate resolution No. 187. 

It is signed by Mr. O. P. Crosby, president of the Potomac Elec- 
tric Power Company; and here is an elaborate statement giving 
all the reasons why the joint resolution ought not to pass. I do 
not propose at this time to detain the Senate by reading it, but no 
Senator ought to vote for the joint resolution until he has heard 
both sides. No Senator should be in haste to pass the joint reso- 
lution simply because some committee wants it If men 
have come here from abroad and have had the effrontery to place 
their money in public improvements in this city, they have a right 
to be heard before it shall be confiscated. What is the joint reso- 
lution? It virtually is a confiscation of the property and money 
of this new company. The two companies are not placed upon 
an Been One is given more privileges than the other. I 
stand here asking for fair play, for equal rights, no matter 
whether the men were born in the Distri ct of Columbia, or, un- 
fortunately, born in the city of New York. If you once establish 
the principle that men of capital are not invited here, are not 
wanted here, they of course will refuse to come. 

Mr. President, that would be abad principle and a vicious policy 
and a narrow-minded course. I trust the time will never come 
when the Senate, by the passage of resolutions of this character, 
will indorse the statements contained in the brief of Colonel Brit- 
ton, that those here in pore who have the monopoly should be 
preferred against outsiders. 

Why, sir, awing the recent campaign the distinguished candi- 
dđate for the idency on the Democratic side was criticised by 
some people because in a jocular or semihumorous way he had 
spoken of the ‘‘enemy’s country.” The criticism was farfetched 
in the light in which he spoke; in the connection with which he 
zad those words there was nothing especially objectionable in 

em. Ce n 

Mr. President, it is indeed true that no part of our common 
country is the enemy's country.“ That is true. But no part of 
this country, especially no part of this little municipality (10 miles 
square) belongs exclusively to a few people, so that outsiders have 
no business here. 

Mr. President, not only should there be competition, legitimate 
and proper, in electric lights, but there should be competition in 
eve g in this capitalcity. There should be competition in all 
the things that concern the happiness of the people of this District. 
This Government can afford to pay for the best of everything. 
The ple of this District who assemble here, especially those 
who five here during each winter season, who are residents here 
in the winter time, and are also Senators and Representatives, 
have a right to have the best lights, the best water, the best gas, 
the best streets, the best government that is to be found anywhere. 
I do not intend to discuss the question as to whether the people 
here should have the elective franchise, because I want to confine 
myself strictly to the pending joint resolution. 

. President, the system of our government for the District of 
Columbia will permit the best government, if it is properly admin- 
istered. But you can not have good government if every time a 
street is torn up you are to have a bill introduced in Congress to 
stop it. J as a Senator do not want to be a sewer commissioner of 
this city. I do not want to be a road inspector. I do not want to 
have thrust upon me duties which are inconsistent with those that 
pertain to the dignified office of Senator of the United States; and 
therefore I would leave to the District Commissioners the fullest 
possible discretion. 

Mr. President, I have said that I did not intend to put in evi- 
dence at this time the statement of the president of the Potomac 
Light Company, nor do I care about reading the letter of the 
president in regard to the understanding or the misunderstandin 
that was had last spring about 5 legislation, because unti 
that branch of the subject has been touched it would not be ger- 
mane. I am here to say, in conclusion, that the joint resolution 
is extraordinary; I am here to say that it violates the rights of 
the new company; I am here to say that it is in the interest, 
whether intended or not, of the old company. I mean to say that 
it is in the interest of a monopoly against which the people of this 
city have long contended. Isay itis based upon a wrong spirit, 
a narrow spirit, such as has been exhibited in the brief that I have 
read here. It will do more to retard the progress of your Dis- 
trict, it will do more to retard public improvements, it will do 
more to constitute a pernicious precedent, than any other piece of 
8 that can be enacted. 

President, having said this much, I will yield to anyone 
else who desires to discuss this question, simply saying that I think 
the joint resolution is a mistake. I cast no reflections upon the 
committee that reported it. I presume they gave both sides a 


hearing. I have not been advised in regard to that matter. I 
ask my friend from West Virginia whether that is true? 

Mr. FAULKNER. It is true. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator answers that it was done. I do not 
wish, of course, to interrogate him against his will, but I would 
simply ask whether it was not understood that there was to be a 
further 8 

Mr. FAULKNER, If the Senator from New York has finished 
talking against time, I will then take the floor and answer, I think 
all the questions he wants answered as to the facts. Of course 1 
can not follow him in the line he has taken as to language, nor 
make any insinuations similar to those which he has indulged in; 
but in other respects I will try to present the facts to the Senate 
on which the committee acted. 

Mr. HILL. What is there about this question, Mr. President, 
that is so ticklish? What is there about it that Senators are so 
sensitive upon, when Iask a respectful question as to whether there 
was not possibly an understanding that there was to be a further 
hearing upon the bill (a matter which occurs every few days in 
regard to a bill) that we should not havea frank answer? I do 
not understand it, Mr. President. It is beyond my comprehension 
that there should be so much sensitiveness displayed in regard to 
this matter. I assume that the committee 3 to be fair; I 
am willing to assume that they have been fair from their stand- 

int; but I did understand that those connected with it were to 

ave some further hearing in regard to this matter, if adverse 
action against the Potomac Company was to be taken. I may be 
informed properly or I may not be. I may be mistaken in regard 
to it. It is certain, Mr. President, that if there was not a full and 
complete hearing, if there was to be a further hearing which has 
not been had, we at least can have that hearing here, because 
before we are through with this question it ought to be discussed 
in all its bearings. Whil emy friendfrom West Virginia unkindl 
suggests that 1 have been talking against time, I confess that 
have been talking, Mr. President, ry ge a joint resolution that 
is ill timed. Perhaps that is what he means. Sir, I would talk 
any length of time that I might deem necessary to defeat it, or at 
least to prevent its passage until every Senator around this circle 
should understand precisely what the joint resolution means. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New York 
will please suspend. 

Mr. HILL. I will 5 eee Mr. President, for to-day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of 2 o’clock having 
arrived, it is the duty of the Chair to lay before the Senate the 
unfinished business, which is Senate bill 3247. 


MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 3247) to amend an act entitled An act 
to incorporate the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,” ap- 
proved February 20, 1889. 

Mr. TURPIE. Mr. President, the opposition we make to the 
pending bill is not founded on any hostility to the project of the 
isthmian canal by the Nicaraguaroute. Weare earnestly in favor 
of an American canal under American control, meaning thereby 
acanal built and owned by the people and Government of the 
United States and under the control of the Congress and President 
of the great Republic. 

The isthmian canal, sir, is a great design, worthy of this age and 
of this Government—the crown of thisage. It purposes to remove 
the Straits of Magellan thousands of miles to the north, to erase 
from the ocean sailing charts the tedious and prolonged voyage 
around the Horn, to sever and divide those grand divisions of the 
earth’s surface, North and South America, and yet, sir, to make 
them more adjacent, to weld them in closer union and with a more 
binding tie than they have ever been before. 

The consummation of this enterprise, so long desired, so lon 
expected, meets the favor of every statesman, of every citizen o 
the world within the bounds of civilization. It is because we 
favor, because we earnestly favor, the construction and comple- 
tion of the isthmian ca: by the Nicaragua route that we are 
3 to letting it go into the hands of à private corporation, 
the beneficiary of this bill, an insolvent corporation without 
means, without money, without credit, an association, sir, already 
clothed with the left-handed prestige of failure, whose further 
connection with this great enterprise must assuredly lead to its 
disastrous defeat. 

The completion and successful navigation of an isthmian canal 
has been an ideal conception for two hundred and fifty years—ever 
since this hemisphere been the site of settled and permanent: 
European colonization. The project has been common to the 
countries and the people of both North and South America. It 
has been a conception heretofore like that which prevailed in the 

od of Columbus with respect to reaching India by sailing con- 

inually to the west. It has been an ideal conception like that 
which prevailed in a later period with respect to a northwest 
sage to Asia. It has been an ideal conception like that w 
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prevails even now with respect to the exploration, the discovery, 

=o paan occupancy by human footfall of the North Pole o 
e et. 

H ha however, passed out of the sphere of mere ideal concep- 
tion. It has made the attempt and passed beyond that line into 
the line of a project tentative and a acre abe and actual upon 
certain conditions and limitations. There is nothing new in the 
designitself. There is nothing new in the Nicaragua route. There 
is nothing new in the constructive purpose of this bill, of the 
original act, or of the amendment now pending to it. 

This is in its historic order the twenty-first concession, inspec- 
tion, survey, and attempt at the construction of the isthmian 
canal by the route of Nicaragua. Indeed the governments which 
have successively controlled the dominion and the eminent domain 
of this route have been in all their existence extremely liberal in 
the grant of concessions; they have been extremely liberal in their 
gift of concessions; they have been extremely liberal in their pol- 
icy to all parties and persons who wished to avail themselves of 
preparatory or concessionary rights upon the land which the 
canal if successful must traverse. This is not only the twenty- 
first concession in historic order to parties, persons, and corpora- 

tions for this purpose, but it is the fourth American concession 
for that purpose, using the word American in the sense of belong- 
ing to the United States. 

e first concession and charter was made in favor of De Witt 
Clinton, whose distinguished successor I see now occupying a seat 
in this Chamber. It was made to a governor of New York and his 
associates. The second was made to a well-known citizen occu- 
pying no official position but controlling unlimited credit and 
unlimited funds, Cornelius Vanderbilt, and his asssociates, also of 
New York. The third was made to gentlemen of the same city 
and of thesame abundant financial resources, Frederick Kelley and 
his associates; and the fourth one, the one nowexisting, was made 
to the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua. There was the 
same concession, upon the same terms, upon the same condi- 
tions, for the same price, a merely nominal one, paid in all these 
instances. 

It is valuable to consider the history of former concessions, not 
only to our own countrymen but to countrymen of other nation- 
alities, when it is claimed here that this concession has an extraor- 
dinary validity or contains some extraordinary rights which have 
not been heretofore granted or considered by the concessionary 


parties. 

This is the fourth concession to citizens of the United States for 
the construction of this work. All of these concessions and proj- 
ects have been expensive, prolonged, and heretofore abortive. 
This has not been for the reason that the project or design in itself 
is devoid of merit, but because capitalists in Europe and America 
have alike not been convinced of ifs commercial possibility or its 
pecuniary returns as an investment. 

I listened with pe pleasure, as I always listen, to the honor- 
able chairman of the select committee upon this-subject, who 
reported the pending amendment to the original act, with refer- 
ence to the immense profit to be gathered in the prosecution and 
completion of this work. He refers to the enormous recent im- 
provements which have been made in the instrumentalities of 
excavations and embankments, giving new facilities and promis- 
ing new methods of success in its prosecution. All these and 
many more reasons have been ur for years upon the capital- 
ists of both hemispheres; and yet not one has been convinced that 
this work ought to be undertaken as furnishing the means of a 
profitable investment. Indeed, sir, this project, tentative yet, ex- 
perimental yet, passed by numerous failed efforts into the sphere 
of projects 5 named this project is yet tabooed. It would 
not be heard, it would not be considered, in any office of any capi- 
talist either in the United States or Europe. For the last fifty 
years it has been blacklisted; it has been placed beyond consider- 
ation as a money investment. We have very recent proof of this, 
and the most authentic proof which could be offered for the exist- 
ence of any contention or fact in human testimony. That proof 
is in the history of this Maritime Nicaraguan Canal Company. 
That company was peered when it opened its books and sought 
subscriptions for stock and bonds to realize means for the con- 
struction and 8 of their work to make publication for 
thirty successive days in the principal newspapers of London, 
Paris, and New York. 

This publication, which was required by the terms of the origi- 
nal concession, as it had been required by the terms of former 
concessions, was made. This project, with all its advantages, 
with all its enormous profits, and with all its roseate predictions, 
was thrust into the face and under the eyes of every member of 
the Bourse in Paris, of every member of the stock exchanges of 
London, of every operator in Wall street, and was rejected 
totally rejected. No one in any of these capitals took one penny 
of stock, one dollar of bonds, of the Maritime Nicaraguan Canal 
Company. So that this condition of taboo of which I have spoken, 
this condition of absolute isolation, is founded upon the most 


recent evidence, and justifies any careful man in saying that 
investment in this project, and the proa itself, is an outcast, a 
fugitive from the financial world; itis a beggar, a pariah in any 
rational financial system. 

Some money was raised—how much I do not know; some mone 
was expended—how much I do not know; but none of it was rais 
by the Maritime Canal wipe ea of Nicaragua. All the money 
that was subscribed was subscribed and paid by citizens of the 
United States, and most of that subscription was confined to the 
citizens of New York. Our fellow-citizens of the United States 
conversant with this enterprise, expressly notified that financial 
aid was needed, learned very early to make a distinction between 
the solvency and responsibility of the Maritime Canal Company 
and the solvency and responsibility of the Nicaraguan Construc- 
tion Company. It is true these companies were very closely con- 
nected; they were the Siamese twins of this scheme; but it was 
very early understood, most distinctly 3 although the 
Maritime Canal Company had undertaken a project financially 
unjustifiable and financially unprofitable, yet that the Nicaraguan 
Construction Company might make money out of the expendi- 
ture. The construction company only related to the expenditure 
of money. It had norelation at all tothe completion of the canal 
or the profits which were toaccrue. All the holders of stocks and 
bonds in the construction company looked to was an expenditure 
of money as the work proceeded and the profits which might be 
made, the profits which would accrue by jobs and subjobs, from 
contracts and subcontracts, details—very rich financial details in 
the prosecution of such a scheme, very fruitful financial details 
in t e prosecution even of a similar scheme afterwards to be 
noticed. 

Our people, therefore, very early came to the conclusion that 
the canal might never be completed. That did not interfere with 
the details of the construction or with the policy of the Construc- 
tion Company. They came very early to the conclusion that the 
canal might never be completed, or, if completed, that its returns 
upon investment would worthless. erefore, their invest- 
ment. was made in the capital stock of the Nicaraguan Construc- 
tion Company, a corporation of the State of Colorado, a corpora- 
tion yet in existence, a corporation which has enjoyed new life 
and accession of fresh vitality from its recharter in the State of 
Vermont, awaiting this appropriation of $100,000,000 to be ex- 
pended in construction, awaiting the movement of the larger fish 
as the pilot fish accompanies the whale, awaiting the movement 
like the kingfisher who pounces on the bird which has caught the 
prey and compels its redelivery to itself. Thatis the compara- 
tive situation of these companies. So even our own people, 
residing in New York and elsewhere, with full notice of the ap- 
prehended or expected profits from this magnificent financial in- 
vestment, no less than the people of London and of Paris, have 
turned their backs upon it and given no credit to those arguments 
which proceeded upon the supposition that it would be a profitable 
financial investment. 

The project, then, as such, stands discredited, totally, wholly dis- 
credited, in our own country and in allothers. The stocks or bonds 
of the Construction Company, in case an appropriation is made, 
will have a market value; but the stocks and bonds of the Mari- 
time Canal Company, depending on the pomp ehon and the conse- 
quent rentals from the canal, are considered as a dead loss—caput 
mortuum—on the minus side. That this should be the condition 
of the — 5 75 beneficiary of this bill, and that it should be finan- 
cially dis ited, totally discredited, is not strange. 

The Nicaragua route is 8 only a few days’ sail from 
a city and country which is ed Panama, and this route—the 
Panama route—had been advertised in the same way, craving for 
investors, yet no capitalist took any stock in the Panama scheme, 
no government took any stock in the Panama scheme of the 
isthmian canal, no European government even gave it incorpora- 
tion. It was undertaken by a private co tion, incorporated 
under the Government of Colombia, in South America, its charter 
providing its pee office should be in Paris, just as the charter 
of the Maritime Nicaraguan Canal Company provides that its 
principal office shall be in New York. 

Millions were expended in the prosecution of the work of con- 
struction of the Panama Canal. It is only 41 miles long. This 

roposed Rare gee Canal is more than 100 mileslong. Two 

undred and fo . million dollars were expended in the attempt 
to construct the Panama Canal; but, sir, it was not at the expense 
of any capitalist, of any Government, either directly or indirectly. 
It was made by a grand levy upon the plain people of France, it was 
made by a grand levy e the small tradesmen, the ts, and 
villagers of France. e first investment of the company was to 
subsidize the French press. There was not a newspaper through- 
out the country from which any information could be got except 
that the canal by the route of Panama was going to be a success 
and be as profitable as the canal of Snez. It was due to the cre- 
dulity of the multitude; it was due to their willingness to believe 
and accept the promise of the Panama Canal Company, deluded 
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capable of . at all. as the sequel will show. 


with the glamor of the scheme and ed with the splendor of 
its projector, De Lesseps, fresh from his magnificent achievement 
at Suez, that they subscribed and paid this enormous sum, only to 
sink it beyond the reach of redemption or of resurrection. 

Not only was the first subscription of $100,000,000, the sum 
asked in this bill, so sunk; but after that had been swept away by 
the storms and floods of the isthmus—as prevalent at Nic: 
as they are at Panama—after the last vestige of improvement had 
been wiped out, credulity, which seems like the wool on a sheep— 
you may shear it, and yet it will come out on the same animal a 
second time—after $100,000,000 had been sunk and was known to 
be sunk in the Panama scheme, $100,000,000 more—the second 
crop of extortion—was contributed by the peasantry, artisans, and 
villagers of France. 

Although this is the fourth American concession and the fourth 
organi effort for the construction and completion of this de- 
sign, it is the first in one feature. De Witt Clinton, the late gov- 
ernor of New York—not a very late one—in the early twenties 
saw in imagination all the greatness of this design being effected 
and completed. He had as associates the most wealthy and re- 
sponsible citizens in his own State, and made at that time an 
inspection and survey of this route. Cornelius Vanderbilt, whose 
name is synonymous with enterprise, with public spirit, with suc- 
cessful investment, and with great accumulation of cash, a man 
of abundant resources, made also the same attempt under the 
same auspices, with a similar organization. Frederick Kelley, of 
New York,and his associates and friends, the successors of the 


first before-mentioned American projectors and promoters, under- 


took the same enterprise upon the same route, All these failed. 
But neither De Witt Clinton nor Kelley nor Vanderbilt ever came 
to either House of Congress and asked them for $100,000,000, or 


any other sum, to assist in the prosecution of the work. They 


never even dreamed or conceived of asking what is called Govern- 
ment aid and assistance in that which they had undertaken. 
Neither of these gentlemen would have advised or asked this Gov- 
ernment to undertake an enterprise in which they had themselves 
failed. 

Mr. Vanderbilt spent a quarter of a million dollars in the work 
of preliminary survey—a very handsomeinvestment. He received 
the profiles, maps, drafts, and all the details of a most elaborate 
report, and then abandoned the enterprise. What the estimate 
of cost was I do not know. I have frequently inquired for that 
report and for the papers, not only here but o tlemen in New 
York, but I have never seen them. Kelley and De Witt Clinton— 
none of these promoters of the enterprise, who were once conces- 
sionaires, just as these gentlemen are, under treaties with the 
Republics of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, ever came even to the 
threshold of the Senate to ask an appropriation of a dollar in aid 
of theirenterprise. Thisis the first project of thatkind. But the 
Maritime Canal Company, a corporation without money or credit, 
utterly bankrupt and insolvent, ask that we pay out of our own 
Treasury into their treasury $100,000,000, to be used in a work 
which, according to their own designs, is shown to be not capa- 
ble of financial completion, profitable completion. and whol! ae 

ey 
have abandoned their design, and peg ane chosen no other, but 
on general principles they want $100,000,000. 

Some of the engineering Pree of this corporation are spoken 
of as bold and daring, but I think its financiering project far sur- 

them. It is bold, bald, and brazen in effrontery, aud yet so 
Jeliente in its tracery and form that it may be hard to determine 
whether it depends most for its success upon corruption or cre- 
dulity. Their bill, which was discussed very fully here three years 
ago, asked for $70,000,000. Why do they now want $30,000,000 
more? 

I voted very reluctantly for the act of February 20, 1889, the 
original act of incorporation of this company. It was a matter 
here of a good deal of discussion sub silentio, from seat to seat, 
from desk to desk. The promoters were gentlemen—one of them 
was from my own State—very distinguished gentlemen, from 
different parts of the Union, named in the act as incorporators, 
but the concession, which controls the charter, and the act which 
had not yet become a charter both provided that the principal 


office of the company, all its securities, and all its archives should 


be kept and preserved in the city of New York. Therefore we 
suggested to them thatit onght to be a New York corporation 
and that the United States ought not to meddle with the grant of 
corporate power; that even the grant of an ordinary incorporating 
act might entangle financially the Government with the enter- 
rise itself, and that at home they would have a forum with which 
ey were perfectly familiar, State courts with whom the enter- 
prise, if not received with favor, would be at least treated with 
great impartiality and fairness. For weeks, day after day, we 
remitted, and sent them again and again to the New York forum 
for an act of incorporation. 
Finally it was said to them in very express terms, We are 
apprehensive that in granting this act of incorporation the Gov- 
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ernment may be in some way pecuniarily liable directly or indi- 
rectly for the expenditures of your undertaking.” They said no, 
they did not want a dollar of this Government or of any govern- 
ment. They said the initial strength—that is the term; it takes 
the very highest class of operators to invent these terms—they 
said the initial strength and inceptive favor of the enterprise itself 
would attract and draw to them all the capital and more than 
would be needed for the prosecution of the design. They repre- 
sented to us that an English syndicate was ready to take the con- 
tract for the copes of the route from the Atlantic to Lake 
Nicaragua, and that a French syndicate was waiting to take the 
contract for the completion of the canal from Deseado to Brito, th 
Pacific terminal. They represented to us that London and Paris 
were Bones and thirsting to take the stock, bonds, and con- 
tracts, and that they did not desire any pecuniary aid. 
Me gave them our most ample consideration and very diligent 
attention. The result was a conference between those hesitating 
about the support of the bill—I was one of them—and the friends 
of the bill, and they came to a very definite conclusion; they 
came to a well-ordered and acute point in this controversy. ‘‘ You 
say you donot want any money. Are you willing to put that into 
the act? You say you do not want the United States to assume 
the slightest liability on account of this work. Are you willing 
to make that a part of the charter?” They said they were; andit 
was upon that condition that the original act of incorporation of 
the Maritime Canal Company was passed, and it was upon that 
condition that I, among others, voted for the bill. I believe that 
condition, which is a proviso, was drafted by the honorable and 
learned Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE], who, I regret, is 
detained by severe ribs ape from his seat at this time. I wish 
to call attention to it. It is part of the fundamental law in this 
case. Itis of the fundamental policy of the incorporation. 
It is a condition precedent to the granting of the charter, accom- 
panying the granting of the charter, running yet with the charter. 
The principal office of said corporation shall be in the city of New York— 


I read from page 2 of the original act of incorporation 


and all legal process may be served 7 the person who may at the time 
be in charge of said o 8 attorney of said company, whose 
name and address shall be certified by the resident of the company; and 
such certificates shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State of the 
United States: Provided, however, That nothing in this act contained shall 
be so construed as to commit the United States to any pecuniary liability 
whatever for or on account of said company, nor shall dne United States bo 
held in any wise liable or responsible in any form or by any implication for 
soy debt or liability in any form which said company may incur, nor bo 
held as guaranteeing any e t or contract of said company, or as 
roel re of a plone on an reari soon peg kat Pr red —— 
mante entered into in the United States. z 

In the operative la ge of the act is guaranteeing”—the 

vor word used in this Bill 
that is not a conclusive estoppel at law and in equity against 
this demand for an appropriation of $100,000,000, the English lan- 
can not frame one. 

We were determined that the 5 should never be incor- 
porated at all without this proviso. e proviso being in the 
charter is not only prima facie but conclusive against their rights, 
against even their equity to come here and make this enormous 
demand for subvention and subsidy. 

The Government of the Uni States was not the only one 
interested in saying ‘* Hands off!” with respect to this incorpora- 
tion. Equal precaution, sir, was taken by both the Republics of 
South America whō were parties to its origi concession. I 
wish to call the attention of the Senate to the provisions of the 
original cession upon that subject. 

Article 15 of the treaty, the concession between the Maritime 
Canal Company and Nicaragua, is identical with the same article 
in the treaty between this corporation and the Republic of Costa 
Rica, and reads in the following terms: 

All expenditures for surveys, construction, maintenance, and operation of 
the Interoceanic Maritime Canal shall be borne by the concessionary com- 
pany, without any subvention in money nor guaranty— 

They took the pains to report apan that very thing, and not 
only to report, but to agree upon that very thing which is asked 
for in the pending bill— 2 
without any subvention in money nor guaranty of interest on the part of the 
Republic, nor other conces ions than those specified in the present agreement. 

The Government of the United States was not the only one that 
distrusted the Maritime Canal Company. The Government of 
the United States was not the only one that discredited this corpo- 
ration. Even in its beginning, even in its inception, all three of 
the Republics that were signatory parties to the treaty of cession 
declared that they would not be bound either directly or by guar- 
anty for any pecuniary liability of the company in this enter- 
prise. It is not to be taken as any disfavor to the prosecution of 
this enterprise. The cor tion has always pretended and pro- 
fessed that it wanted none; that it had itself the money, or could 
command it, to construct and complete the canal. Whether it did 
or not, it voluntarily made the agreement with all three of the 
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paying the reasonable cash value at this time for what they have 
there, if they have anything, but I think it is a very inequitable, 
thoroughly unjust provision that we should be bound to pay what 
they expended when they expended, as the archives of the com- 
any show, four times more than the work wasestimated at. This 
longs, sir, to that field of operations, that close field similar to 
mare clausum in international law, which is foreclosed between 
5 8 company and the principal company engaged in 

e Work. 

This is the third attempt which the corporation has made to 
procure money from the Government. Heretofore they have got 
nothing, and, according to the terms and conditions of their own 
charter, they ought neither toask nor to receive one penny. This 
magnificent enterprise in their hands has been totally discredited. 
Why should we encumber ourselves with the wreck and fragment 
of a defunct body corporate when we can by tripartite treaty with 
the Republics interested build, own, and operate this canal, regard- 
ing its construction asa necessity, when, upon grave consideration 
and accurate estimate, we find it to be practical to do so. What- 
ever is possible, the Government of the United States mag accom- 

lish and will accomplish. What we do here pecuniarily ought 
E be done on the account of the Government, not on the account 
of a private co tion. 

The gist ofthe bill is in sections 9 and 16, and I propose to 
examine those sections. 

Sxc. 9. That to secure the means to construct and complete said canal, and 
to meet the e tures made on account thereof, the said Maritime Canal 
Donde oF bath, of the said company; in denominations of not less thant $80 nor 
more ‘than, 81.000, toan amount mot exceeding $100,000,000, to be dated on the 

y of July, 

That undoubtedly is a numerical error, because the day has 
already passed— 
to be payable on the Ist day of July, 1926— 

They are thirty-year bonds or designed to be such— 
but redeemable at the pleasure of the United States at any time after the lst 
day of July. 1906, at par with interest at the rate of 3 per cent per ann 
payable quarterly on the Ist days of ber, January, April, and Jul 
each year, from the delivery of the bonds to said company by the Secre 
3 act req : Provided, 
the 3 the United perrea 100 U any time suspend the issue of said 


Congress, being in: 

sion, shall otherwise pe a said bonds shall be — first 

on its an roperty now pros k reafter acquired 
87 A1 Kinda and descriptions, rsonal, and mixed, of all franchises and 
rights of the said company, inclu its rights and franchise to be a corpo- 
tation. Such mortg: lcontain a provision for a sinking fund sufficient 
for the payment of tala bonds at maturity in accordance with the provisions 
of section 12 of thisact. Such Shall be soframed as to be valid asa 
first lien under the laws of N and Costa Rica. The form and suffi- 
ciency of such morgage ss the lien upon the Nicar Canal and of the 
provision for the fund shall, before execution, — pap by the 
Attorney-General of the United States, and the trustees named in such mort - 
gage shall be approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, Said mo 
shall be duly executed in triplicate by the officers of said 5 and 
be recorded in the office of the Secretary of the in Washi and 
in the proper offices in Nicaragua and Costa Rica, to be de: by the 
said States; and as additional security for the payment of said ds, and to 
saye the United States harmless by reason of its guaranty of the same, there 
is hereby created a first lien in favor of the United States upon the Nicara- 
gua Canal. 

I come now to section 16: 

That the bonds so issued to said directors shall 8 of by them at 
not less than their par value, and the proceeds arising such sales shall 
be paid into the treasury of the canal company, and, except as hereinbefore 
provided. shall be used for the extin; ent of the —— ^s indebtedness 
contracted after the appointment by the President of t nited States of 
the eight directors herein provided for. 


Now, the first question in this case, which has always seemed to 
me, sir, a very serious question, is, Has Co the lawful author- 
ity to guarantee the note of a citizen of the United States—of any 
citizen? The Maritime Canal Company, the beneficiary of this 
bill, is a corporation. That is very true. It is chartered by the 
Government of the United States. A corporation is decided to be 
a person, and not only a person but a resident, a resident of the 
State in which its principal office is situate; and if its principal 
office be situate in any State, it must therefore be 3 and 
resident of the United States. 


Where in the Constitution is the authori 
what section, in what clause, either by indirection, by any sort 
of implication, for there is no provision on the subject—to guar- 
antee the bond or note of a citizen, for the person sought to be 
guaranteed here is a citizen. I should think it would be a thing 
to be avoided in the foundation of any government. I do not 
think a constitution could have been framed or adopted which, 


given Congress in 


even by implication, gave the power to the National Government 
either to indorse or guarantee the note or bond of à citizen. I can 
conceive that they might guarantee the bond of a State or of sev- 
eral States; that is, I conceive that authority might have been 
given them todo that. Possibly such a proposition might have 
prevailed, but no one looking at the solvency of the Government, 
no one having the presence of the taxpayers before him, no con- 
stituent body depending upon votes for election would ever even 
have considered the proposition to allow the National Government 
to indorse or guarantee the note or bond of a citizen. 

Yet thatis the bone of this bill. Whatever its flesh may be, very 
loose and flabby, the bone of the bill e upan the lawful au- 
thority of the Government to go security will put it in the most 
colloquial term upon the note or bond of a citizen. Theframers 
of this measure say there is nothing in the Constitution forbiddin 
it. I do not think there is. Such a monstrous proposition need 
no prohibition. Whatamount of taxation would be needed to sup- 
ply the Treasury with funds if we should undertake to guarantee 
the payment of the notes or bonds of citizens? 

The promoters of this measure were the only persons who could 
conceive of any such prohibition. I do not think it is an answer to 
a constitutional objection to say that the power questioned is not 
forbidden in the provisions of that instrument. The Constitution 
is an instrument of granted powers, and where powers are not 
granted they are not; they exist not. Here is a power not granted; 
not purposed to be granted; not implied as granted; not by an 
possible intendment granted. And it is not. There is no suc 
power. 

It is very fortunate for us that we have limitations in the Con- 
stitution. It is the only lawful a upon zeal without 
know upon that energy without bounds—I am putting it 
upon high grounds—upon that enthusiasm which has no measure 
and no mood in its operation; that erous enthusiasm which 
has so often found utterance here on thistheme. The only bound 
we can put to it with respect to the pecuniary subsidies of this 
kind asked of the Government is that we might be pleased to do 
it, but we have not the power; we have not the authority to tax 
the people in such manner. 

The ial of this power has nothing to do with the denial of 
the construction of this work or its completion. The Government 
may borrow money. That is a necessary power implied by many 
of those granted. The Government may appropriate money from 
the Treasury; that is, set apart and designate and mark it as ap- 

licable toa certain purpose. lam rather of the opinion indorsed 

y Mr. Edmunds, formerly a Senator, that the power of appro- 
priation is perhaps the most absolute power in the body. But 
then that operates upon funds, it operates upon money, it operates 
upon specie, it operates upon the cash in hand or thereafter to be 
such from tax collections. 

This bill is not an appropriation of money. I would not trouble 
much about the power of the Government to construct the canal, 
to build and complete it, under ordinary political and legislative 
conditions. I would raise no question in regard to it ing ap- 
8 directly for that p or issuing and selling its 

ds upon its own account for that purpose. That is not what 
the bill requires. It requires that we shall guarantee the bonds 
issued by a citizen of the United States, and gives as the over- 
keris, Peper for it that the citizen is bankrupt and has no 
credit of his own. 

There is no precedent for the exercise of such authority. I 
know we have very often purchased territory and issued bonds to 
raise the money for that purpose. We have often acquired intra- 
territorial property for the erection of public buildings in the 
same manner. But we have never guaranteed bonds as asked for 
in the pending bill, nor even taken any action resembling this 

t in one instance, and that was in 1864 in the case of the 
Pacific Railroad Company. It is a very disastrous precedent. But 
the question raised here was not raised at all in that enactment. 

Sixty-four million dollars of bonds were issued by the United 
States in subsidy and aid o the Pacific Railroad Company twenty-. 
two years ago. The provisions in that act were just as they are 
in the bill now ing, for the appointment of directors by the 
President, for the payment by the company of the interest upon 
and punpa of the bonds, that in case of their nonpayment they 
should be a first hen upon the road, and for the execution of the 
mortgage, which was executed, making another first lien, if such 
is possible. Whether it is possible or not it is the exact language 
of this bill, and it was the 1 of the act for the Pacific Rail- 
road Company. It seems to mea very difficult, if not an impos- 
sible proposition to make the expenditure a first lien on the road, 
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and then to make the mortgage 

that Congress in its dealings with the Pacific 

evidently did not believe they had authority to guarantee the pay- 

ment of the railroad bonds, and consequently issued the bon 

directly to the company, relying upon the first lien and Stiria ie 
how there 


given a first lien on the road. But 
Company 


to secure the Zape nen of the money, I do not see hoy 

can be two first liens. That was the language of the Pacific act. 

It is the language of the pending bill. 5 
There was another provision, that the road should be finished 

in sections, and that a car should actually pass over the section 


and it should be approved before the bonds were delivered over to 
the company. Such a provision is not in this bill in reference to 
the Sanii Twill notice it further in the sequel. I was very glad, 


sir, to notice the action of the other House in the National Legis- 
lature a few days ago in respect to our securities upon the Pacific 
railroad. That company owe us yet upon this subsidy more than 
eh ieee They owe us, if we had the money, enough to pay 

or the subsidy which this company is asking. Would it not be 
well enough, I submit in all co and kindness to the pro- 
moters of this work, to wait until we have collected the $100,000,000 
due to us from the Pacific railroad company before we make 
another investment of the same character? 

All the provisions for repayment in that instance have failed. 
We have nothing left but the land over which the right of way 
runs, a strip, I believe, of 200 feet of actual embankment, the in- 
corporeal hereditament, the right of way, the ties, and the rails; 
we have only achance to get them. If it had been possible to 
get the bonds without laying a single rail, they would have been 
taken by the company; but as they could not take them without 
completion of section by section, we have this remnant of security 
and this fragment of indemnity left. Whether we shall realize 
upon it I do not know, but, as I said before, I am very glad that 
the honorable House has seen fit not to surrender our chances 
for indemnity against this great loss. When so much has been 
said and is likely to be said concerning the personal ability and 
respectability, solvency, and high character of persons who are to 
be appointed by the President as directors of the Maritime Nica- 
ragua Canal Company, that was all repeated twenty-two years 
ago with the same veracity and gravity as it is now repeated with 
respect to the directors of the canal. There is no amount of per- 
sonal respectability or ingens or character which will give us 
this guaranty, the guaranty of honest, . integrity, by 
incorporate action. Every Senator whom I address knows that 
to be true. 

There is a provision in that act 5 the railroad, a sub- 
sidy, that the directors should visit the road once a year, just as 
this bill provides that they shall visit the canal once a year, and 
there was the ordinary provision that their expenses should be 
paid, just as this bill 3 that they shall be paid, and the sal- 
ary was $5,000, just the same salary mentioned in this bill for the 
directors of the canal. There is a remarkable similarity between 
both these acts, and I very much fear there will be the same simi- 
larity with respect to the fate and fortune which will befall the 
taxpayers of the United States in relation to results, 

It is true it may be said that the Government directors were in 
the minority on the Pacific Railroad. 5 There was a 
majority there of interest not controlled by the United States, but 
we had a minority on the board. When the land grants were 
exhausted, were used, were sold, were disposed of, and had real - 
ized money 8 to build and equip the road, we got no 
payments either of principal or interest. There never has been 
n single year in which we have had any net profits reported 
on the road, because net profits would have made a payment 
to the Government upon its debt e Net profits“ 
is the term used in the bill which is now before us. It may be 
said that these Government directors could not prevent that, but 
they could have at least advised the country of this enormous con- 
fiscation. They went and attended every year; they attended 
every board omg Was there ever. any complaint made by 
any one of them? Did they advise the Government or the people 
or the Congress of the misuse of funds, the extravagant abuse of 
funds, the enormous pos amounting to 400 pee cens, in the 
building of this road? What do Government directors or any 
other kind of directors know about those intimate and delicate 
relations between the principal company and the construction 
company, for the Pacific Railroad had a construction company 
which absorbed the land, earnings, everything except the steel 
rails, which sucked the crane dry and left the principal company 
an empty shell? What could they do to prevent that? What do 
these canal directors know, and what will they know about the 
relations between the construction company mentioned in the bill 
and the Maritime Canal Company? hat do suey know about 
the contractors and subcontractors, material men, the overcharg- 
ing, the salaries of subordinates rendering no service? What 
they know about larceny and laches which infest the expenditure 
of vast sums of public money, which cost those who nd it 
nothing, and who constantly rely upon new supplies of funds 


from = ao facile source which yielded to their demands in the 
first p 

There is no directorate that can give us any additional security, 
any indemnity for the expenditure of the money realized upon the 
bonds, or the slightest guaranty of the completion and construc- 
tion of this piles There is nothing in the machinery of govern- 
ment directorate in such a work for the honest an intelligent 
expenditure of the sums of money granted, least of all none for its 
re onon or return, 

en this great enterprise is undertaken it ought to be under 
the direct action of Congress authorizing the Secretary of War to 
build this canal as he builds a fort or improves a harbor, without 
the aid of construction companies, cliques, or combinations, and 
beyond the risk or the reach of such conspiracies. We should 
then have the assurance that every dollar would be honestly 
pa ese not only in construction, but in every hour of labor 
with reference to its final completion; whereas if we rashly and 
imprudently give to this corporation the panig ot $100,000,000 
the profits of construction in the way of labor to its numerous 
officers and agents will prolong that process, and completion will 
be the last thing which they either desire or design. 

This work, if it should ever be completed, Mr. 8 if you 
will allow me the expression, will be and must be armored. There 
will have to be a fleet or squadron at the Atlantic terminal and at 
the Pacific terminal; there will have to be batteries in defense on 
land at both of these terminals, and there are several places in the 
interior where the officers of the Government detailed to make 
inspection say that it will be n to keep a military force 
not a large one, but a constant military force for the purpose of 
guarding it either from public enemies or from private malice. 

In every way it will not only be a national but a military and 
strategic point for the United States. How will this jurisdiction 
and control of ours be reconcilable with the policy of the private 
corporation, and what part will they be willing to give or have 
they set a for such military reconnoissance and naval observa- 
tion as will undoubtedly be necessary the moment the work is 
constructed and completed? If the work is to be so essentially a 
Government establi ent,and must necessarily be a charge in a 
military and naval sense upon the Government, why ought not, 
in its inception, the construction to be undertaken wholly as a 
Government enterprise? 

Section 4 of the bill, which I will ask to have inserted in my 
remarks, provides for the creation of the directory of the new 
company on a new capitalization of the company, which is pro- 
vided for in the bill: . 

SEC. 4. That upon the issuance and delivery of the stock and bonds pro- 
vided for in sections 3 and 7 of this act the of the directors of the Mari- 
time Canal Soren. of Ni except such as represent the States of 
Nicaragua an ta Rica, 3 e vacant. The of directors of 

y 


the Maritime Canal Compan shall consist of eleven directors, 
one to be . by ita Rica, one by Nicaragua, and one by the stock- 


holders of the Maritime Company other than the said governments, 
and eight to be appointed by the President of the United States, by and with 
the adyice and consent of the Senate, and removable by the President of the 
Uni tates for cause. a vena in the membership of directors 
a same 


In case of 
the filled by open 
n the same mee ge aoe unexpired term. That no directors 


One of the directors must be a resident of the eee of Costa 
Rica. That is one of the provisions of the first ty. One of 
the directors must be a resident and in behalf of the Republic of 
Nicar under the same terms of the previous concession. One 
of the directors, in the bill it is provided, shall ee the Nic- 
aragua Canal Company. The whole number is eleven. Eight of 
the directors would be, then, under the provisions of the bill, ap- 
ee by the President of the United States. This is a new 

eature in the bill. The original bill provided for fifteen directors; 
this reduces the number to eleven. Three are already provided 
in the bill; the eight are said to be dependent upon Executive 


appointment, 

his section of the bill in regard to the directorate of the Mari- 
time Canal Company deals with that function as if they had abso- 
lute power respecting it, as if there had been no primary and man- 
datory provisions in regard to it, as if it was nova res, a thing 
entirely new, created only in this enactment, and which might be 
entirely controlled by it. It proceeds upon the supposition that 
all they have to do is to consult Congress in regard to the making 
or unmaking of directors and in regard to the way the 1 
power of the directorate shall be exercised. This would be true 
if Congress were as regardless of public treaties as the promoters 
of this measure. 

This charter of the Maritime Canal Company was made subject 
to the treaty of concession executed between the representatives 
of the Nicaragua Association and the Republics of Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua. It follows, then, that all our legislation, 
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both the charter and any conceivable amendments to the charter, 
must bemade subject to the conditions of the original treaty of con- 
cession. Inother words, the treaty of concessionis dominant upon 
the future policy of the company, upon the directorate, znd upon 
every other incident of the incorporation government with which 
it deals. I wish, therefore, to call the attention of honorable 
Senators to Articles I, VIII, IX, and X of the treaty of concession. 
Article I, page 110: 

The Republic of Nicaragua— 

And it is proper to say that the treaties between Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica and this company are identical except as to where 


names are changed— 


ARTICLE I. 


to excavate and 


Atlantic and P. C oceans. 
* + + $ + a * 
ARTICLE VIII. 
resent concession is transferable only to such company of execution 
. the Nicaragua Association, in no case to 


governments or to foreign public powers. 
* * * * * * * 


ARTICLE IX. 


* $ $ $ * * + 
ARTICLE X. 
The com shall be organized in the manner and under the conditions 
nerally adopted for such. Its principal office shall be in New 
Fork, or where it may be most convenient, and it may have branch 
the different countries of Europe and America, where it may con- 


sider it expedient. 
name shall be the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,” and its 
> 1 $ at least of them shall 


direc shall be composed of persons, one- 
— — ee the promoters who — — preserve their quality as such. 

The promoters are named in the original charter as well as the 
provision for the election of directors, and it is provided, as is 
usually done in such incorporations, that no person shall be a 
director who is not a stockholder, and that when he ceases to be 
a stockholder he shall cease to be a member of the directorate. 
Here is a plain provision that one-half of the directorate shall be 
chosen from among the promoters. The President of the United 
States may appoint, under the provisions of this charter, but he 
could only Sprint one-half of these persons from the list of the 
promoters of the Maritine Canal Company. He could not do 
otherwise without violating the terms of the concession. 

Now, there are eight directors after the three who have already 
been nominated in terms in the bill. One-half of that number 
would befour. There would be four directors from the promoters 
of the Nicaragua Canal. There would be one director chosen by 
that company, one director each for the two Republics, making in 
all seven directors in the interest of the canal, leaving four who 
might be disinterested appointees of the United States. 

Mr. President, it will be seen, then, that under the terms of the 
concession which control all our enactments and must control all 
the action of the company, under the terms of that treaty, there 
will be seven persons chosen in the interest of the Maritime Canal 
Company and four who may not be in that interest. These four 
may be in the interest of the United States or they may be per- 
fectly impartial and disinterested, as directors should be in such 
a work. But it is claimed that this provision in the bill grog 
the power toappoint these directors by the President of the Uni 
States gives some security to the United States for the expenditure 
of the moneys which are to be procured upon the guaranty of the 
Government, and gives some control to the United States of the 

licy and operation of the canal. That is not possible, sir, unless 

our men can control seven. It is not ible except that in this 
case in a board of directors com of eleven members the 
majority shall be four. It is very plain that there is no sort of 
security for usin that provision. e lan of the treaty is 
extremely peremptory; it is what is called mandatory; it is in 
such terms as may be enforced; it is in such terms as to admit of 
a writ of prohibition against a person not properly appointed, a 
peremptory writ of mandate to a person who is appointed prop- 
erly. I will call attention to it: 

D of Ni “an 
pons ok Girertor®s ahnt DO CAPON Of DNAS coe RAI st lenat of whoen 
= be chosen from the promoters who may yet preserve their quality as 
suc 

They losenoright by being chosen as directors; they still retain 
their rights as promoters. The operative words are shall be 
chosen, and none I conceive could be made more peremptory; no 
* right could rest upon a stronger foundation. 

f we were di to treat with a friendly republic upon 
strictly legal grounds, which I do not suppose we ought, I sup- 
pose an assumption, even if there had not been this strong lan- 
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ion, that half the directors should 
chosen from among the promoters made by thesignatory pow- 


a recital, a 


ers thereto, would be as binding on the Government of 
the United States, or on every government di to honor 
treaty obligations, and I do not think that any tive of the 
United States, any President of the United States, would be for a 
moment guilty of the discourtesy of questioning the peremptory 
power of this provision in the treaty. It was reserved for the 
friends of the pending bill to violate their own treaty, to infract 
their own agreement, and publicly to disparage the character of 
these two Republics in South America by coming here to Congress 
and asking us by law to make an enactment in contradiction to 
their own treaty. 

On this subject, sir, Ishall ask to read an extract from the 
of the honorable Senator from. Florida [Mr. Pasco]—and it can 
not be read too often by persons who are desirous of being ac- 
quainted with the fundamental elements of knowledge in re 
to thecareer and history of the Maritime Canal Company of Nica- 
ragua. It will be found that this treaty concession was not drawn 
without caution; it will be found that the provision in relation to 
the name is as 2 as the provision in relation to the direct - 
ors; that one- of the directors shall be promoters, and the 
name shall be the Maritime Canal Com; . Could they submit 
an act here changing the name? Could they pass it? ould a 
majority disre; the terms of the treaty of cession? I read from 
the remarks of the honorable Senator from Florida in treating of 
this provision of the original cession: 

One of the provisions of the bill for the protection of the interests of the 
United States, upon which great stress is laid by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations in their reports and by some of the friends of the proposed scheme 
in the debate upon the is that ten of the fifteen directors are to 
be appointed by the United S and that with this majority control the 
interests of our people will be fully protected. 

That is the claim made here now. 

Those who urge this in favor of the bill must have overlooked the tenth 
article of the concessions. The last clause of that article reads as follows: 

“Its name shall be the ‘Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,’ and its 
board of directors shall be of persons one-half at least of whom 
—— be chosen from the promoters who may yet preserve their quality as 
su 

The Senator from Florida remarks upon this provision: 

This means that eight at least of the fifteen directors are to be chosen from 
the every Par on as pagan bone JA ee Rica 1 this leaves 
the United States with the p A OF Oa but five of the n direct- 
ors to represent her interests, and of course the control of the corporation 
passes to the private stockholders, who are to own, under the plan of reor- 
ganization of the company, not more than $7,000,000 of the ital stock. 

If the United States can choose ten of the directors while article is in 
force, five of them must be from these promoters who own the stock and 


control the company as now organized. This sweeps away the foundation 
for the provisions of the bill to give the United States controlof the Mari- 
time Company through the of directors. 


Every word of that very able and elaborate analysis of the terms 
of the original concession is as applicable to the pending bill as to 
the original bill, except as to the number of directors. e pend- 
ing bill reduces the number to eleyen, and of that eleyen seven 
must be chosen, under the provisions of the bill, from those who 
are promoters of the company, who represent the interests of the 
corporation and the two Republics. Four alone are to be appointed 
by the President of the United States as representatives of any 
interest the United States may have in such company. 

It is very clear that under terms of the treaty of cession it 
was not intended, and it will not be permitted to the Maritime 
Canal Company, to transfer the control of its own operations to 
the Government of the United States, or any other government, 
without a violation of the treaty of cession. They can not trans- 
fer this control, not even for money. 

Here is the grinding perverseness of these original conditions in 
the treaty of cession, that they can not transfer the control of the 
company from their own corporation—not even for 8100, 000, 000. 
They arevery willing to makeatransfer; they are anxious tocom- 
mit suicide—snicide of the corporation. They are anxious to make 
a gift of the directory, willing to violate treaties, compacts, obli- 
gations. What possible ties can bind such action? What possible 
sense of duty can exist in men who are not only willing but anx- 
ious to infringe and to break down the provisions to which they 
agreed in the original treaty of cession? If there is anything in 
this treaty, that part of it which provides that one-half of the di- 
rectors shall be promotors in the company, the part of the directory 
which belongs to the two Republics, that the concession shall never 
go to a foreign government or state—if there is anything in this 
treaty declared, written with every sort of emphasis and accent, 
it is the fact that this corporation must control itself under the 
terms of the cession, must retain control of the canal, can not 
transfer it to the United States or to any other government. That 
isthe very thing which is not permitted, which is forbidden, which 
is prohibited by the treaty of cession, and it is the very thing that 
this bill provides for against the treaty and its covenanted terms. 

Mr. BATE. Mr. President, if the Senator from Indiana does » 
not desire to continue his remarks this evening, I move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business, 


Mr. TURPIE. I will retain the floor, and resume my remarks 


to-morrow. 

Mr. CULLOM. Did I understand the Senator from Tennessee 
to move an executive session? 

Mr. BATE, I did, but I will withdraw that motion if Senators 


desire. 

Mr. CULLOM. I should be very glad if the Senator would 
allow me to call up the legislative, executive, and judicial appro- 
priation bill, and proceed with it for an hour or so. 

Mr. FRYE. I hope that will be done. 

Mr. BATE. It is now 4 o'clock. 

Mr. ALDRICH. That will not interfere at all with the bill 
which has been pending; 

Mr. BATE. I have no objection, 

Mr. CULLOM. Of course I do not care to interfere with the 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. TURPIE] in finishing his speech at 
whatever time he desires. 

Mr. BATE. It was for the reason that the Senator from In- 
diana desired to suspend his remarks this evening that I made 
the motion for an executive session. 

Mr. CULLOM. So I understood. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Debate is out of order. The 
motion of the Senator from Tennessee for an executive session is 
not debatable. 

Mr. BATE. It has been suggested 
of the appropriation bills that they wo 
sidered, and therefore I will withdraw m 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
withdraws his motion. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


Am from the House of resentatives, by Mr. W. J, 
BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the bill (S. 3071) to authorize the construction of a bridge over 
Tho Mono n 22 855 River from the borough of Braddock to the town- 
0 n, Pa. 

he message also announced that the House had disagreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 9638) makin; 
appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1898; aske a conference with the Senate on the disa- 

eeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. 

ULL, Mr. PARKER, and Mr. MCCLELLAN managers at the con- 
ference on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had passed the 
following bills and joint resolution; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 280) to prohibit the sale of intoxicating drinks to 
Indians, providing penalties therefor, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 1064) for the relief of Henry F. Thornton; 

A bill (H. R. 3014) revising and amending the statutes relating 
to patents; 

ji bill (H. R. 4178) providing for the use by the United States 
of devices covered by letters patent; 8 

A bill (H. R. 4279) to cure the title to certain real estate in the 
District of Columbia; ; 

A bill (H. R. 4879) for the relief of John H. Willis; 

A bill (H. R. 8010) to authorize a survey for construction of a 
bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River in line 
with Massachusetts avenue extended eastward; 

A bill (H. R. 8499) in relation to taxes and tax sales in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. 9619) granting a pension to Mirum C. Peck; 

A bill (H. R. 9704) to authorize the Washington and Glen Echo 
Railroad Company to obtain a right of way and construct tracks 
into the District of Columbia 600 feet; 

A bill (H. R. 9841) to amend an act authorizing the West Brad- 
dock Bridge Company to construct a bridge over the Monongahela 
River from the borough of Rankin to Mifflin n 

A bill (H. R. 9863) to extend and amend an act entitled An act 
to grant the right of way to the Kansas, Oklahoma Central and 
Southwestern Railway Company through the Indian Territory and 
Oklahoma Territory, and for other purposes,” approved December 
21, 1893; 

A bill (H. R. 9935) to authorize the construction or uisition 
of a bridge across the Rio Grande River at El Paso, in the State 
of Texas; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 228) providing for additional tele- 
88 and electric-light facilities in the city of Washington, 

Oh; 
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we those who have charge 
d like to have them con- 
motion. 

nator from Tennessee 


uring the inaugural ceremonies on the 4th day of March, 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CULLOM. Lask unanimous consent for the present con- 
ny en of the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 


Mr. MORGAN. And that the regular order be temporarily laid 
aside for that purpose? 
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Mr. CULLOM,. Certainly. 

Mr. HILL. For what length of time does the Senator from 
Illinois desire to proceed with the bill of which he is in charge? 
i Mr. CULLOM. Ithink we ought to run along for an hour of 

WO. 

Mr. HILL. I thought the Senator said he desired to take up the 
bill and consider it for an hour. 

Mr. CULLOM. We must get in the habit of working a little 
longer each day; but we can determine later as to our course of 


procedure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Illinois asks 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill named 
by him. _Is there objection? 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 9643) making appro- 
8 for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of 

e Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, and for 
other 28 2 777 

Mr. C OM. I now ask that the first formal reading of the 
bill may be dispensed with, and that the amendments reported by 
the Committee on Appropriations may be acted upon as they are 
reached in the 8 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and that course will be pursued. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill, which had been re- 
ported from the Committee on Appropriations with amendments. 

The first amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was, 
under the head of ‘‘Senate, Office of the Secretary,” on 2, 
line 12, after the word!“ Senate,“ to strike out “$5,000” and, in 
line 14, after the word “Senate,” to insert ‘'$5,000;” so as to read: 

Office of Secre : For Secre of Sena pensa 
disbursing er of the — — feck y of the — T hares shan 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘‘ Office of Sergeant- 
at-Arms and Doorkeeper,“ on 6, line 7, before the word car- 
ponis to strike out ‘‘two” and insert ‘‘three;” in line 12, after 

he word ‘‘each,” to strike out telephone operator, $720” and 
insert two telephone operators, at 5720 each;” in line 15, after 
the word dollars.“ to insert ‘‘press-gallery page, $600;” in line 
17, before the word “laborers,” to strike out “twenty-two” and 
insert ‘‘twenty-five;” and, in line 22, before the word ‘‘dollars,” 
to strike out ‘“‘twenty-four thousand two hundred and twenty- 
four” and insert “twenty-eight thousand six hundred and sixty- 
four;” so as to make the clause read: 

Office of Se: t-at-Arms and Doorkeeper: For Sergeant-at-Arms and 
Doorkeeper, $4,500; horse and wagon for his use, or so much thereof as 
oy Pad necessary; forclerk to Sergeant-at-Arms, $2,000; assistant doorkeeper 

„502: acting assistant doorkeeper, ; 3 messengers, acting as assistan 

oorkeepers, at $1,800 each; 46 messengers, at $1,440 each; assistant messenger 
on the floor of the Senate, $1,440; messenger to Official Reporters’ room, LHO § 
messenger in ch of storeroom, $1,200; upholsterer and locksmith, $1,440; 
8 carpenters to st him, at each; skilled laborer, $1,000; 2 janitors, at 
$900 each; laborer in charge of private 
charge of ladies’ retiri: room, at $720 
each; telephone page, $0: press gallery page, $600; 3 labore: 
25 laborers, at $720 each; 16 pages for the Senate Chamber, at the rate of 8.50 
per day each during the session, $8,280; in all, $128,664. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was continued to the beginning of the 
clause on page 7, line 5, making appropriations for the salaries of 
the 8 15 ees of the Senate document room. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will it be agreeable to the committee to receive 
amendments from members of the Senate now, or do they prefer 
to have the committee amendments first acted upon? 

Mr. CULLOM., I have no objection to receiving small amend- 


‘ments as we proceed with the 8 of the bill. 


Mr. MORGAN. There being no objection, there is one part of 
the bill to which I should like to offer an amendment as we go 
along, which I think will not be objected to. I send the amend- 
ment to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Theamendment proposed by the 
Senator from Alabama will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. On page 7, line 6, after the word“ dollars,” 
it is proposed to strike out ‘‘three assistants” and insert “ first 
assistant, $1,600; two;” so as to read: 

For superintendent of the document room (Amzi Smith) $3,000; first 
assistant, $1,600; two assistants in document room, at $1,440 each, etc. 

Mr. MORGAN. That makes a change only in the compensa- 
tion of the real first assistant there, Mr. George H. Boyd. Mr. 
Boyd has been in that office now almost since his childhood, and 
has got to be almost as proficient in it as Mr. Smith, and that is 
saying a great deal for anybody. I think it is time we moved his 
salary up to the point suggested in my amendment, which is 
$1,600. The corresponding officer in the House of Representatives 
receives a salary of $2,000. 

Mr. CULLOM. The Senator’s proposed amendment is to make 
m ratty first assistant, and then to have two assistants in 

on 
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Mr. MORGAN. That is right. 

Mr. ALLISON, Is that in the document room? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes. : ioe 

Mr. CULLOM. I am inclined to think the amendment is right. 

Mr. MORGAN. I think it is. 

Mr. CULLOM. Ihave no objection to the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 7 

Mr. CULLOM, The amendment just adopted will necessitate 
a change in the total sum appropriated at the end of the para- 

ph. I suggest that the clerks may be authorized to change the 
tals where such change is made necessary by the adoption of 
amendments in any particular clause of the bill, That will 
obviate the necessity of calling attention to each particular change 
that may be made n 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the absence of objection, that 
will be understood as agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 
the Committee on A propriations was, on page 7, line 16, before 
the word “thirteen,” to strike out ‘‘and;” in line 17, after the 
word “each,” to insert and page, six hundred dollars;” and in 
line 18, before the word hundred,“ to strike out ‘‘ twenty-five 
thousand six” and insert “ twenty-six thousand two;” so as to 
make the clause read: 

Folding room: For su tendent of folding room, $2,160; assistant in 


fold room, $1,200; clerk in f room, ; foreman in fol room, 
155 nino 2 at $1,000 each; thirteen folders, at $840 each; and page, 
; in all, ` 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of Under Architect 
of the Capitol,“ on page 7, line 22, before the words“ assistant 
engineers,” to strike out three“ and insert four;“ in line 25, 
before the word “firemen,” to strike out two” and insert three;“ 
on e 8, line 1, before the word ‘‘ laborers,” to strike out four“ 
and insert six; and in line 4, before the word dollars,“ to strike 
out ‘‘ sixteen thousand one hundred and fifty” and insert “twenty 
i a one hundred and twenty-five;” £0 as to make the clause 
read: 


Under Architect of “ey Shas fe For chief engineer, $2,160; 4 assistan 
engineers. at $1,440 each; 8 conductors of elevators, at $1,200 each; machin 
and assistant conductor of elevators, $1,000; 3 firemen, at $1,005 each; 6 labor- 
ers, at $720 each; in all, $20,125. 

The amendment was agreed to. 7 

The next amendment was, on page 9, line 2, before the word 
„thousand,“ to strike out one“ and insert ‘‘two;” so as to make 
the clause read: 


For materials for furniture and repairs of same, exclusive of labor, $2,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 9, line 4, before the word 
„thousand,“ to strike out one“ and insert two;“ so as 5 
the clause read: 


For services in cleaning, repairing, and varnishing furniture, $2,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the provisions for the House of 
Representatives, on page 17, line 8, after the word “days,” to strike 
out: 


And thea riations made in the foregoing paragraphs under the egret | 
and House . for session employees shall be available on an 
after the first day of the meeting of the Fifty-fifth Congress, and continue 
available until the final adjournment of the first session of said Congress. 


So as to make the clause read: 


That wherever the words“ during the session“ occur in the foregoing par- 
agraphs whey shall be construed to mean not ex: g seven months, two 
r and seven da: 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 17, after line 12, to insert: 


For clerk hire, Members and Delegates: To pay Members and Delegates the 
amount they certify they have paid or to 2 erk hire neces- 
sarily employed by them in the discharge of their o and representative 
duties, as provided in the joint resolution approved March 3, 1800, during the 
and when Con is not in session as provided in House 

$400,000, or so much thereof as may be naear 

= . and Delegates elect to Co: whose credentials in due 
orm of law have been dul ed with the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, in accordance with the provisions of section 31 of the Revised £ Statutes 
of the United States, shall be entitled to payment under this appropriation. 


The amendment was agreed to. . 

The next amendment was, on page 18, after line 13, to strike out: 

To pay Members and Delegates the amount which ret Sra they haye 
ome or agreed to pay for clerk hire n y employed by them in the dis- 

Be of their official and representative onur as provided in the joint 

resolution approved March 3, 1893, and House resolution, passed May 8, 1896, 
$400,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was continued to the end of line 20 on 


at are 
. CULLOM. As there are a good many Senators who are 


n of Con; 
resolution passed May 8, 1896, 


especially interested in the Library of Congress, and as the Senate 
is not very well attended this evening, I suggest that we pass over 


all of the provisions relating to the Library, which will be from 
the words! Library of Congress,” in line 21, page 19, down to and 
including line 12 on e 26. 
7 85 PRESIDING OFFICER. Without reading so much of the 

Mr. CULLOM. Yes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection, that 
course will be pursued. The Chair hears none. 

The reading of the bill was resumed, beginning with line 13 on 
page 26. The next amendment of the Committee on Appropria- 

ions was, under the head of Executive,” on page 27, line 2, after 

the words President of the United States,” to strike out Pri- 
vate Secretary“ and insert Secretary;” so as to read: 


For 5 to the following in the office of the President of the 
United States: Secretary, $5,000. 3 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of Department of 
State,” on page 28, line 15, before the word “dollars,” to insert 
“four hun ;” and in line 23, before the word dollars,“ to 
strike out ‘‘nineteen thousand six hundred” and insert ‘‘ twenty 
thousand;” so as to make the clause read: 

For com: tion 000; = 

r Socend and Third Assistant Becretarioe, nt $2500 each; SRE AT 

,500; six chiefs of bureaus and one translator, at $2,100 each; private secre- 

to the Recron $2,400; eleven clerks of class 4; four clerks of class 8; 
seven clerks of class 2; one clerk of class 2, for indexing records, $1,400; six- 
Seiten Sree teen cee ea ee 
sengers; packer, $720; and ten laborers; in all, $120, t; 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘Office of Comp- 
troller of the Treasury,” on 86, line 8, before the word 

hundred,“ to strike out “five” and insert seven,“ and in the 
same line, after the word “ dollars,” to strike out: 


Five law clerks revising accounts and brie: inions, at $2,100 
three clerks of class four; oe — p 885 


And insert: 


Chief law clerk, $2,700; four law clerks revising ‘accounts and briefin, 
opinen; one at $2,100, and three at 1 75 each; two confidential clerks o 
c 4, including one for the Assistan mptroller. 

In line 15, before the word “‘clerks,” to strike out “four” and 
insert ‘‘ five,” and in line 17, before the word hundred,“ to strike 
out six and insert ‘‘nine;” so as to make the clause read: 

Office of Comptroller of the Treasury: For Comptroller of the Treasury, 

„500; Assistant Comptroller of the Treasury, $4,500; chief clerk, $2,700; chief 

w clerk, S; four law clerks revising accounts and briefing opinions, one 
at $2,100 and three at $2,000 each; two confidential clerks of class 4, includin: 
one for the Assistant Comptroller; five clerks of class3; two clerks of class 15 
two messengers; and one assistant messenger; in all, $39,900. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of Office of the 
Treasurer,” on page 41, line 28, before the word ‘‘clerks,” to strike 
out ‘‘eighteen” and insert ‘‘twenty;” on page 42, line 1, before 
the word “clerks,” to strike out eight“ and insert “ten,” and in 
line 3, before the word“ hundred,” to strike out “sixty-six thou- 
sand six” and insert “seventy thousand eight;” so as to make the 
clause read: 

For tho force employed in redeeming the national currency (to be reim- 
bursed by the nati banks), namely: For superintendent, $3,500; teller, 

500; 1 224005 assistant teller, $2,000; two clerks of class 4; three 

lerks of class 8; four clerks of class 2; twenty clerks of class 1; one skilled 
borer, $1,000; ten clerks, at $1,000 each; ten clerks, at $900 each; three 
assistant messengers; and one charwoman; in all, $70,800. 

The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of Office of 
the Director of the Mint,” on page 47, line 6, after the word 
dollars,“ to insert “‘examiner, $2,500,” and in line 15, before the 
word hundred,“ to strike out ‘‘twenty-six thousand eight” 
and insert “twenty-nine thousand three;“ so as to make the 
clause read: $ 

Office of the Director of the Mint: For Director, $4,500; examiner, $2,500; 
computer, $2,500; assayer, $2,200; e of accounts, $2,000; two clerks of 
class 4; one clerk of class 3; four clerks of class 1; translator, $1,400; one clerk, 
$1,000; one copyist; one messenger; assistant in laboratory, $1,000; and one 
assistant messenger; in all, $29,360. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of Office of Super- 
yising Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service,” on page 48, line 
19, to insert the following proviso: 

_ Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized, in his 
discretion, to srant to the medical officers of the Marine-Hospital Service 
y 


commissioned the President, without deduction of pay, leaves of 8 


pz the same periods of e and in the same manner as is now authorized 


granted to officers of the Army by the Secretary of War. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was, under the head Office of assistant 
treasurer at Chicago,” on page 54, line 11, before the ber **dol- 
lars,” to strike out four thousand five hundred” and insert “five 
thousand;” in line 16, before the word ‘‘clerks,” to strike out 
“ten” and insert“ eleven,” and in line 21, before the word “hun- 
dred, ” to strike out thirty-four thousand two” and 

“thirty- five thousand nine;“ so as to make the clause read: 


Office — assistant treasurer at 2 For assistant treasurer, 
AA ; assorting teller and 
at $1.50) e each; oaa ge „and tw: 


rapher, 

The kee Was e 

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘Office of assist- 
ant treasurer at New York,” on page 57; line 8, after the word 
„dollars,“ to strike out engineer, $1,050,” and insert “ two engi- 
neers, at $1,050 each;” and in line 9, before the word „dollars,“ to 
increase thé total appropriation from $194,590 to $195,640. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of United States 
mints and assay offices,” on 59, line 15, after the subheading 
„Mint at Carson, Nev.,“ to o out 


F. yer in charge, melter, $2,000; assistant assayer, $1,500; and 
one clerk, $1,300; in all, 0 5 sa 


And insert: 


tenden 000; nd melter and refiner, at each; 
2 lot, ShA $1,500; mh A a 8 . et assayer, vB nan — 
and refiner, and weigh clerk. at $1,500 each; in all, $17 


So as to make the clause read: 
Mint at Carson, Nev.: For superintendent, $3,000, etc. 


The amendment was to. 

The next amendment was, on page 59, line 25, to increase the 
appropriation for wages of workmen at the mint at Carson, Nev., 
from $10,000 to $15,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 80. 60, line 1, under the head of 
“Mint at Carson, Nev.,“ to strike out 


For incidental and contingent expenses, $3,000— 
And insert: 


For incidental and contingent on including wastage of operative 
officers and loss on sale of sweeps, $7. 


So as to make the clause read: 


For incidental and contingent —— including wastage of operative 
officers and loss on sale of sweeps, 


The amendment was to. 
The next amendment was, on page 64, after line 24, to insert: 


ffi gh ea ood: Dak: The Secretary of the Treasu jo howe 
rye oe wes “et a rovide sufficient root for an assay o 


— gune 11. hye entitled pepe 


act making of 8 as 3 od by the „ 


1 ppropriated in addition to the sum 5 5 
said office to Ped gi ape under the provisions of an ob ae miter 
act revising and amending the laws relative to the U 18 assay 
coinage of the United States,” approved February 12, 
The amendment was agreed to 


The next amendment was, under the head of Nautical Almanac 


Office,” on page 80, line 8, to increase the a tion for 
services of a com tent mathematician to su e completion 
of the tables of the planets” from $2,000 to 

The amendment was agreed to 

The next amendment was, under the head of “ artment of 
the Interior,” on page 84, line 13, after the word ‘‘each,” to insert 


„census clerk, $2, 
„thousand,“ to strike out twen 
so as to make the clause read: 


poe of the e For com e e of the 8 of the Interior, 
— tk, Firat Assistant Rocrotary $100 intendent of the betext fA 
er as supe: en e ce 
members of a board of pension a rely ha 
of the ee: at BE SH each; s 
the of tho public. land servi oe, to bo a 
of the Interior and to She subject to his 
of documents, $2,000; custodian, who 1 bond seh 8 a as the Sec- 
retary of the Interior may determine, $2, six clerks, chiefs 3 division, at 
$2,000 each, one of whom be Serana clerk; four cler each; 
census clerk, $2,000; private secretary to the Secretary of the ator ior, $200 
eleven clerks of c 4; nine clerks of class 3; thirteen clerks class 2} 
twenty-five clerks of class 1, two of whom all be stenographers. or t 


ra and on age 85, line 12, before the word 
Retour *and inacet "twenty: six;” 


writers; returns office clerk, $1,200; female clerk, ignated by the 
President, to land patents, $1,200; two clerks, at $1,000 each; one cler 
3 seven © 5 3 tor, $600; three ; six tan 
m wers; two ed mechanics, one at ‘con 
£220; two G we pean reed ; one laborer, 9000: gma 
ductor of e elevator, $720; four charwomen; captain of the 4 warch, 
; additio: nal to two watchmen noting as Hou ls orty 


at $120 each; assistant 000; and firemen: 
enable the 88 172 Interior 8 yt — Sn the work of ie 
tributing the re: of the Eleventh Census, $3,960; in all, $228,080. 


Mr. CULLOM. I ask the Senate ta diago to the amendments 
reported from the Committee on Approp ons which have just 
been stated. 

The amendments were rejected. 

Mr. CULLOM. Now, I offer an amendment to come in Aa anew 
paragraph after the word *‘ dollars,” in line 12, > ONDARE SS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment be stated, 
ee: On page 85, after line 12, it is proposed to 

T 


For a clerk of class 4, to act as census clerk, and rn beggar H 8 


y ht incident to the proper care and p 
venth and previous censuses, $6,800, to be immediately available. 


The pay rare ON was to. 
The reading of was resumed. The next amendment of 
the Committee on 5 a under the subhead “ Patent 
© 21, to increase the appropriation for pure 
onal and ‘scientific books and expenses of trans- 
porting We of patents aea DY the Patent Office to fore 
ee Sot ee from 8 to $3, 
ə amendment was agreed to 
The next amendment was, hes the subhead ‘‘ Bureau of Edue 
cation,” on page 93, line 23, before the word dollars,“ to insert 
“six hundred; and on page 94, line 18, before the word hun- 
TN 55 to strike out “two” and insert “eight; ” so as to make the 
clause r 


Bureau of Education: For Commissioner of Education, 
i statistician, $1, 


n as a D —— and crim: 
1 four clerks of 3 seven 
at $1, 000 each; seven copyists; two two at 


$ laborer: $100: EA oea eet 


The amendment was 

Mr. BATE. In the clause which has just been amended, on 
page 93, line 24, after the word “‘statistician,” I move to strike 
ou “« $1,800 ” and insert “$2,000;” so as to read: 


Statistician, $2,000. 


78007 
; two clerks of class 4; 
ee 68 two cler. 


two . two — — at 
aa all, $50,820. 


That is merely givin; e Poe increase of salary to the statistician 
of the Bureau of on of $200 a year, which should be agreed 
to. He is the chief of a division. 


Mr. CULLOM. I understand the statistician in the Bureau of 
Education is really a chief of division. The Senate adopteda re 
ilar amendment last year, which the other House 
or at least the conferees re: to agree to; but I am w: bill. og a 
far as I am concerned, to let the amendment go into this bil 
there seems to be some merit in it. 

Mr. BATE. That is right. A similar amendment was agreed 
to at the last session. 

a amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Appropriations was, under the head of ‘‘Sur- 
veyors-general and their clerks,” on page 100, line 12, before the 
word dollars,“ to strike out “ight thousand five hundred” and 
insert ten thousand; ;” and in line 13, before the word “ dollars,” 
to strike out “ten thousand five hundred” and insert“ twelve 
thousand;” so as to make the clause read: 

for surveyor-gene: 4 1800 
zX 2 pa rover . . ral of . Mexico, $2,000; and for clerks 

The amendment was 1 to. 

The next amendment was, under the head of „Department of 
Labor,” on 1 page 111, line 17, before the word ‘‘laborers,” to strike 
out “two” and insert “ four; and in line 22, before the word 
dollars,“ to strike out one thousand two hundred and twenty” 
and insert two thousand five hundred and forty;” so as to 
e clause 2 

or compensation of the Commissioner 
8 clerk, 1 Sa four statistical 
class 4; five clerks of class 8; six clerks of 
; one „ 
three Spe yii, laborers; two charwomen; six special 
A pea apop agents, at $1,400 each; four special agents, 


aro 000; chief clerk, $2,500; 


600 each; four clerks 8 
oo clerks 1 class 1 rigors 


—— 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in the provision for Court of Private 
Land Claims, on page 114, line 9, after the words “on the,” to 
strike out Bist day of December and insert “ 4th day of March;” 
and in line 11, after “the word “and,” where it occurs the first time, 
to strike out ‘ninet -eight” and insert ‘*ninety-nine;” so as to 
make the clause rend: 
prec 93 19. That the powers a and functions of the court established by this 


cease and deter e 4th day of March, 1899. all rs, 
and records in the VFC pu 


1897. 
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papers, files, and records a th posession of or 
im 

Ma be prm —j to and filed in 

The amendment was to. 

ca pea of the was continued to the end of line 5 on 

e 115. 

Pie COCKRELL. Iam not certain as to the effect of the pro- 
vision on page 114, beginning with the proviso in line 23 and 
going down to the beginning of the additional proviso in line 5 
on page 115. Iam fearful that it may have some effect on the 
salaries of United States marshals and deputy marshals, and 
therefore I will ask that it may be stricken out so that we may 
consider it in conference. 

Mr. CULLOM. Would it not be just as well to have the pro- 
viso referred to over for to-night? 

Mr. ALLISO We can not dispose of the bill this evening. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That would be very much better. 

Mr. CULLOM. It think it would be better, perhaps. We will 
look into the matter meanwhile. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let it be passed over. 

Mr. CULLOM. I ask that the proviso may be passed over for 
the evening. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That course will be pursued, if 
there be no objection. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Appropriations was, under the subhead . United 
States courts, Indian Territory,” on page 115, line 12, after the 
words “per annum,” to insert and give bonds as other marshals; ” 
so as to make the additional proviso read: 


TTT other 
5 rtaining to said court 
e Interior. 


Provided further, That each of the district pe pet apy the Indian Terri- 
tory shall receive a salary of $4,000 per annum, and each of the marshals shall 


receive a salary of $4,000 per annum and give bonds as other marshals. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The reading of the f 
ge 116. 

Mr. CULLOM. I desire to offer an amendment to come in after 
the word“ dollars,“ in line 23, page 116, which seems to be neces- 
sary in order toenable the Government to keep a commissioner in 
the Yellowstone Park. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The Secretary. After the word “dollars,” in line 23, page 116, 
it is proposed to add: 

— ee and judicial exper sce of the the Gove Patent for the sal 
legislative, * — ve, an — ——— of the ornamen — 


year une 30, 1897, or other p Mra 
hot be ed as the right of of Bad 8 5 — receive said 
salary as herein provided. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The reading of the bill was resumed and concluded. 

Mr. CULLOM. On_page 3 I overlooked a little amendment 
which the committee desire to have made. In the provision for 
the office of the Secre at the Senate, line 11, after the word 
“each” where it occurs first time, I move to insert: 


One assistant messenger, $1,200. 


The amendment was 
Mr. CULLOM. In line 12 pha Imove tostrike outthe words: 


Page, nine hundred and twelve dollars and fifty cents. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

0 gan ee Then the total should be changed so as to read 
4 7 n 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That change will be made. 

Mr. CULLOM. I Bope that to-morrow the Senate will take up 
the pending bill as early as possible and conclude its considera- 
tion during the day. The reading of the bill having been com- 
pleted, and all the amendments of the committee having been 

agreed to except with to the provisions relating to the 
Library and to public buildings and grounds, I move t the 
Senate adjourn. 

Mr. LODGE. I hope the Senator from Ilinois will withhold 
that motion for amoment. I should like to ask unanimous con- 
sent for the present consideration of a bill. 

Mr. CULLOM. veroa 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will lay before the 
Senate bills from the House of Representatives for reference, 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED, 


The following bills were sever a rend twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia: 


A bill (H. R. 4279) to cure the title to certain real estate in the 
District of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. 8010) to authorize a survey for construction of a 
bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River in line 

with Massachusetts avenue extended eastward; 


RETRE R. 8499) in relation to taxes and tax sales in the Dis- 


A bill (H. R. 9704) to authorize the Washington and Glen Echo 


Railroad Company to obtain a right of way and construct tracks 
into the District of Columbia 600 f feet; and 
A joint resolution (H. Res. 228) providing for additional tele- 
graphic and electric-light facilities in the city of Washington, 
during the inaugural ceremonies on the 4th day of March, 


The following bills were 88 twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerc 

A bill (H. E. BSI) to amond an act author the West Brad- 
dock Bridge Company to construct a brid e Monongahela 
River from the borough of Rankin to 8 and 

A bill (H. R. 9935) to authorize the construction or acquisition 
85 a bridge across the Rio Grande River at El Paso, in the State 
of Texas. 

The following bills were 55 nee by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affa 

A bill (H. R. 280) to prohibit the sale of i 5 drinks to 
cay wey providing penalties therefor, and for other purposes; an 

ill (H. R. 9863) to extend and ‘amend an act entitled An 

ee 15 grant the e ht of way to the Kansas, Oklahoma Central 
and Southwestern cag through the Indian Terri- 
tory and Oklahoma 5 for other purposes, approved 
December 21, 1893. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions: 

A bill (H. R. 225 for the relief of Henry F. Thornton; and 

A bill (H. R. 9619) granting a ion to Mirum C. Peck. 

The bill (H. R. 4879) for the relief of John H. Willis was read 
iets by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Af- 

The bill (H. R. 3014) revising and amending the statutes relate 
ing to patents was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents. 

The bill (H. R. 4178) providing for the use by the United States 
of devices covered by letters patent, was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the action of 
the House of Re tatives di to theamendments of the 
Senate to the (H. R. 9638) ing appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Ay for So mean 8 eae gp 30, 1898, ont 
requesting a conference wi e Senate on the disagreeing vo 
of the two Houses thereon. 

Mr. ALLISON. In the absence of the Senator from Penns: 2 
vania [Mr. Quay], who has charge of the bill, I move that 
Senate insist upon its amendments and accede to the request of 
the House of tatives for a conference. 


The motion was agreed to. 
By. unanimous consent, the Officer was authorized to 
oe the conferees on the part 5 e Senate; and Mr. Quay, 
pointed. 


and Mr. BLACKBURN were ap 
RICHARD BROOKINS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the amend - 
ments of the House of . to the bill (S. 1690) grant- 
9 to Richard 
amendments were, in line 5, after the word month,“ to i in- 

sert “subject to the provisions and limitations of the ion 
laws;” in line 7, after the word Cavalry,” to strike out down to 
and including the word „seven,“ in line 11; and, in line 13, after 
the word Colored,“ to strike out down to and including the word 
Pager pobre 15, and insert the word“ Infantry;” so as to make 

read: 


Be it enacted, eto., That the 5 the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to 


month, subject to the 
name of Richard Bri who served un 
of Ninth ee United States Cavalt 
K, One hundred and twenty-third United States Colored 
. BAKER. I move that the Senate concur in the amend- 
ments made to the bill by the House of Representatives. 
The motion Sone fs 


ALFRED P. BUSS. 


Mr. LODGE. I ask unanimous consent for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 2941) granting increase of pone to 
Alfred P. Buss. It is a small bill which has been reported by our 
committee without amendment. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to place on the 
ae roll the name of Alfred P. Buss, late private pany D, 

ourth Regiment Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, at $30 per month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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SETTLEMENT OF CERTAIN CLAIMS AGAINST THE DISTRICT, 


Mr. GORMAN. Lask the Senate to consider at this time the 
bill (H. R. 8726) to provide for the payment of certain claims 
‘against the District of Columbia by drawback certificates. Ithas 
been reported unanimously by the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CULLOM. I renew the motion that the Senate adjourn, 

The motion was eed to; and (at 5 o'clock and 45 minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Wednesday, Janu- 
uary 20, 1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


TUESDAY, January 19, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
Henry N. Coupen. 
pise ournal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 
prov 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. S. er, I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House for the consideration of 
pension bills, under the special order. 

The SP a 
tleman demands the regular order. 


Mr. THOMAS. I demand the ar order. 

The SPEAKER. The House will resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House to consider ‘pension bills, under the special 
order of the House. The Clerk report the special order. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That on e 19th day of Jan immediately after the 
reading of the Journal, the House shall resolve itself into Committee of the 
‘Whole House for the consideration of such bills as are in order on the sessions 


shall be co: 
priation bills. 
Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. TALBERT. I would like to ask if the ten minutes allowed 


is to com 1 7 
The SP R. The Chair thicket t the report of the com- 


mittee is only read as a part of the debate. 

Mr. TALBERT. As part of the debate? 

The SPEAKER. It is only read as a of the debate. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House, Mr. HENDERSON in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole, 


under the order adopted yesterday morning, to consider 
bills proper to be considered at the voy pees sessions. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, a parliamentary inquiry. 


The CHAIRMAN. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. ERDMAN. Does not the special order require that the 
House shall resolve itself into Committee of the Whole? 

The CHAIRMAN. It has resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole now. 

Mr. ERDMAN. By what action? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was done in pursuance of the special 
order, and by order of the Speaker. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Can the Speaker resolve the House into Com- 
mittee of the Whole or must it resolve itself? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is resolved in the usual way, and we are 
now in Committee of the Whole. The Clerk will report the first 
bill 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I understand the first bill is 
Calendar No. 630, which was being considered when the commit- 
tee rose at the last 18 The gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. 5 re the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. Calendar No. 608 was passed over without 
prejudice, the Chair is informed. 

Mr. THOMAS. We had one bill under consideration, the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. TALBERT] had the floor, and I 
asked him to By for a motion that the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will first dispose of the bill 
that was under consideration. 

Mr. THOMAS. Lask that that bill be disposed of, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

WILLIAM R. HARLESS. 
A bill (H. R. 4629) granting a pension to William R. Harless. 


— 


That would be the regular order, if the gen- 


The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Interior be, and he is 
F 
oi u un ©., late a soldier in panies Ban 
E, Sixtieth Regiment fled Missouri Militia, in the war for th ressi 
of the rebellion, and pay him a pension at the rate of $12 Ker anon cy 
Laks TOURER T- Mr. Chairman, I would like to have the 
Te — 
ce CHAIRMAN, The report will be read in the gentleman’s 
ê. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the report, which is as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
4629) entitled “A bill granting a pension to William R. Harless,” beg leave to 
— 5 report, and recommend that said bill do pass with 
endments: 
William R. Harless served as a private in Company B. Sixtieth Re 
Enrolled Militia, from J — — Tsss, whens: the ee 


, Company E, Sixtieth Mis- 
Militia, under Captain Morton, in the spring oe 1863 and served 


ort period in Capt. 
Sines z 


‘The records of the War De ent do not show that either of these organi- 
zations were ever mustered into the United States service. 
Claimant ap lied for on June 13, 1881, for results of typhoid-pneumonia 
contracted at Quincy, Hickory County, Mo., which settl and hips. 
The claim was rejected on es grounna of no ratable disability from al- 
1 causes since date of filing c x 
o filed a claim July 22, 1800, under act of June 27, 1890, for “affection of 


back and hip,” which was rejected on und of his not having been in t 
3 service of the United States. = ji aa ane 

Proofs have been presented to your committee showing clearly that the 
claimant se „as by him, in the Enrolled Missouri tia about 


mont th 5 questi Not disability claimant filed, September 10, 1885, th 

o question p r 10, e affidavit 
of Dr. M. M. Osborn that he examined him and found a 5 m debilitated 
condition. He was then suffering from varix of thighand leg, chronic inflam- 
mation of bladder, and diseased condition had appearance of long standing 
and permanency. Disability three-fourths. 

Dr. W. J. Gilbreath testified that claimant was afflicted with congestion of 
arteries and kidney disease, and the spinal column affected, lower end being 
curved inward; founda great amount of albumen in urine, and urine bloody; 
troubled with cramps, and arteries ruptured, and also hydrocele—a case of 
general disability to extent of three-fourths at least. 

Dr. J. H. Hill testified to finding considerable tenderness over kidne: 
excessive flow of urine, and applicant complains of continuous pain in region 
of AA nt bladder, and varicosed veins of both legs and feet. 

Dr. L. urdett filed March 28, 1891, that claimant suffered with varicose 
veins of both legs, rupture left inguinal on, injury to hips and back, 
and rheumatism. Has had eight ribs broken, three on right and five on left 
side, and has heart disease—his disabilities amounting to three-fourths or 


more. 
Dr. J. T. Stewart testified March 28, 1891, that he has varicose veins in both 
legs and abdomen, hernia left side, injury to back and hips, and rheumatism 
and valvular disease of the heart, and from having eight ribs broken. All of 
his ailments are of . of a permanent character and not ag- 
parana from vicious habits. had a severe cut with an ax, serving lower 
ira of fibula of lert log. ‘ ‘Aven k 
o wase a board o 2 pril 4, 1883, who gave 
him no Teeni He has not been examined since by a er K = 
Claimant filed with the committee a numerously signed petition, San el 


on of 


he had a bad ll of ty- 
and that in 28 


ever since. 


poison, x 
on, and recommend that 


believe him entitled to a 

the bill do pass with the follo amendment: 
Strike out all between the word `“ t . in line 5, and the word “and,” 

in line 8, and insert in lieu thereof the wor Br og private in Companies B 


and E, Sixtieth Regiment Enrolled Missouri 
Mr. TALBERT (during the saang of the report). Mr. Chair- 
man, I ask that the further reading of the report be dispensed with. 


This is a claim for pension to a man where the reports from the 
War Ted php do not show that either organization was ever 
mus in as United States troops. They give him no ratable 
disability. It seems to me that it is a very unjust claim, and it 
ought not to pass. 

e amendment recomended by the committee was agreed to. 

The question was taken on ordering the bill as amended to be 
laid aside with a favorable recommendation; and the Chairman 
announced that the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Division, Mr. Chairman. 

The committee divided; and there were ~~ 79; noes 21. 

So the bill was ordered to be laid aside with a fayorable recom- 
mendation. 

MARGARET O'DONNELL. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R, 
4823) for the relief of Margaret O'Donnell, nurse of United States 
Volunteers. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. MILNES. Mr. Chairman, that is a bill that was passed 
over the other day. The beneficiary of that bill is dead. I there- 
fore move that the bill be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

J. R. PACK. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 

6234) to restore the name of J. R. Pack to the pension roll. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, 
authorized and directed to restore to the pension roll of the United States 
the name of J. R. Pack, who was a private in Company D of the Webster 
County (Mo.) Home Guards, and acting assistant surgeon of the United States 
Army, and pay him a pension at the rate of $12 per month. 


Mr. TALBERT. I ask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. CROWTHER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6234) entitled A bill to restore the name of James R. to the pension 
roll.“ beg leave to submit the following report, and recommend that said 
bill do pass with amendments: 

James R. Pack seryed as a pirea in Company D, Webster County (Mo.) 
Home Guards, from June 12, 1861, to November l, 1861, when honorably dis- 
charged; and also served as an acting assistant surgeon United States Army, 
from September 9to November 9, 1862. The following certificate of discharge 
proves his service in the Webster County, Mo., Home Guards: 

To whom it may concern: 

Know_ye that, under the provisions of the act of Congress 0 May 
15, 1886, J. R. Pack, who was enrolled as a private in Company Webster 
County (Mo.) Home Guards, on the 12th of June, 1861, ig hereby discharged 
the service of the United States, to date November 1, 1861. 

Given at Washington City this 20th day of June, 1891. 

By authority of the Secretary of War: 

F. C. AINSWORTH, 


Major and Surgeon, United States Army. 


msion July 18, 1891, under the act of June 27, 
disease 


This applicant applied for 
pi — te of application at $12 per month for 


2 and was pensioned from 
ungs.” 
His name was drop from the rolls November 3, 1894, on the ground of 
insufficient service (two months), subsequent service as acting assistant 
surgeon not recognized. 
e medical examination under which he was pensioned shows him rated 
2 5 for disease of lungs and six-eighteenths for general 
e 5 
Your committee are of opinion that the soldier's discharge, copied above 
from the original issued by the War De ent, is conclusive evidence of 
service of more than ninety days and an honorable 3 and that there- 
n 


fore the appuvent fulfilled all the requirements intended in the act of June 
27, ee and therefore recommend the passage of the bill, with the following 
amendments: 

Amend bill by substituting the word “J: instead of the initial J” in 
the Christian name of the beneficiary, in line 5; also by adding after the last 
word in the printed bill the following proviso: 

be Provided Tha: 


$ t the Leary herein granted shall be paid to James R. Pack, 
and that no part of it shall be retained by any authority to reimburse the 
Government for any pension heretofore paid.’ 

Also amend title by sper bio, E e Christian name James instead of the 
initial “J” in the name of the beneficiary. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I just want to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact that this is a claim for a pension for 
a man where there is no evidence that he ever served as long as 
ninety days. He wasin the Home Guards, and it was never stated 
that he did any duty or anything of the sort. It seems to me that 
itis a very unjust claim, and has no merit at allin it. I move 
that the bill be reported to the House with the recommendation 
that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. CROWTHER. Mr. Chairman, I am surprised that my 
distinguished friend from South Carolina, who professes to be so 
fair and friendly to all old soldiers, should raise any objection to 
this case, when if he had read the report or paid attention to the 
reading of the report, he would have discovered that this soldier 
was in the service from the 12th day of June, 1861, until Novem- 
ber 1, 1861, when he was discharged by order of the War Depart- 

man Hence, there is no question about the service of this 
soldier. 

Mr. TALBERT. The point I make is this—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. CROWTHER. For a question, yes. 

Mr. TALBERT. There is no evidence that the man ever served 
ninety days. À 

Mr. CROWTHER. There is evidence from the War Depart- 
ment, and it is set forth in the report. 

Mr. TALBERT. Did he ever serve at all? 

Mr. CROWTHER. Certainly he served. 

Mr. TALBERT. The fact of his being discharged is no evidence 
of service. The report states that he served in the Home Guards, 

but there is no evidence as to what those Home Guards did in the 
wayofservice. There were thousands of men who were in Home 
uards ” for only a few days and never did any real service. 

Mr. CROWTHER. If my distinguished friend will read Report 
No. 1000, he will discover that there was an agreement between 
the President of the United States and the State of Missouri 
whereby the Home Guards of that State and the Missouri Militia 
were recognized as a part of the United States Army, and were 
mustered into the service in pursuance of that agreement. 

Mr. TALBERT. In the case which preceded this it was stated 
that there was no record in the War Department of this Missouri 
Militia ever having been mustered into the service. 

Mr. CROW There is no record pertaining to some of 
these organizations in the War Department, but the record does 
exist in the adjutant-general’s office of the State of Missouri, 
together with the original agreement entered into between the 
President of the United States and the governor of Missouri, all 
of which is fully detailed in Report No. 1000, to which I have 


called the gentleman’s attention. Now, Mr. Chairman, no claim 
that has been presented during this Congress is more just or equi- 
table than this one. The claimant was placed upon the roll by 
order of the Pension Bureau, but when the present administration 
came into power the roll was revised and he was stricken from it, 
There is no question about his service. There is no question about 
the justice of his claim, and I hope the committee will be sustained 
in its recommendation in this case. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I call attention to this lan- 
guage in the report: 


His name was dropped from the rolls November 3, 1894, on the ground of 
insufficient service (two months), subsequent service as acting assistant sur- 


geon not rec: d. 
The medical examination under which he was pensioned shows him rated 
eighteenths for general 


at twelve-eighteenths for disease of lungs and 
debility. * 


It appears, therefore, from the report itself that it is all a matter 
of guesswork as to the length of this man's service. It so appears 
from the report of the committee. 

Mr. TRACEY. Mr. Chairman, I know this claimant for pen- 
sion personally, and have known him for some years. I personally 
know about the service in and of which he was a part. There is 
no question about that service having been rendered, nor is there 
any question but that since the time when he was stricken from 
the roll he has become completely disabled. He was not com- 
1 — disabled at the time the examination was made by the 

ard, but since that time and since his name was stricken from 
the roll he has become a physical wreck. 

Mr. TALBERT. Do you maintain that his disabilities can be 
traced to service origin? 

Mr, TRACEY 8 o. He was pensioned under the law of 1890; 
but it remains true that disabilities which can not be traced by 
competent testimony to service origin have a strong presumption 
in favor of their origin in the service. 

Mr. TALBERT. You say that you know him personally. Do 

ou state here that you know personally that his disabilities can be 
aced to service origin? 

Mr. TRACEY. I donot know that personally, but I do person- 
aiy know about the service. 
att r. TALBERT. Do you know that he ever did any service at 


Mr. TRACEY. Ido. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. TALBERT that 
the bill be laid on the table, the Chairman declared that the noes 
seemed to have it. 

Mr. TALBERT. I ask for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 14, noes 75. 

So the motion was rejected. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was then 
moped and the bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass, 


JAMES WARBROOK. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R, 
7115) ting a pension to James Warbrook. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject tothe limitations 
and provisions of the peonon laws, the name of James Warbrook, late private 


in Company K, One hundred and twenty-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania 
Volunteer try, in the late war of thè rebellion, at $12 per month. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: : 


u 
1 e 

on enlistment a 
disease seems to ha 


charged, as shown by his ce’ 
of the heart. The evidence 
was a good soldier and has an honorable discharge. 
been incurred from exposure while in the service. 

A claim under the general law was rejected June 13, 1893, on 1 7 of “no 
pensionable disability from alleged disease of heart since date of filing claim." 

A claim under act of June 27, 1800, was rejected June 28, 1893, on ground of 
B appiicadicn tor seeping: Tho opal 

o c n e application for 2 e legal reviewer a: 

proved the same “for disease of heart, kidneys, stomach, at bowels, ie 
matism, and general ill health.” 

The medical referee rejected same on the former ground of no ratable 


e 
9 times bee: mined by medical board: iy ern 
ve es n exa medica! S, on 
May 14, 1890, and ending September 26, 1894. 8 are given in the fast 
two, the sanie being had in 1894, when, by rule of the Pension Office, no rat- 
ings were allowed. In the other three examinations one gives “no 
disability.“ one four-eighteenths, and one six-eighteenths. A comparison af 
the condition of the ela t as shown in these five examinations indicates 
clearly to the minds of the committee that claimant is disabled at least six- 
eighteenths from rheumatism and heart disease, which last disease appeara 
to be of service origin. : 
of medical contradiction the committee have carefull 
vits of two reputable W and six disinterested oar 
who have known claimant from six to fifteen years. This testimony shows 
from manual labor. One 


ve 


exam- 


of the physicians, Dr. J. H. Ston a radasta of St Louls Medical College and 
of the r. J H. a uate o an 
in Dra iso nineteen years, examin i fo 


ed claimant January 18, 1895, and found 
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Mr. THOMAS. Mr. 3 1 sate to offer an amendment 

to ect the bill, 
amendment was read, as follows: 

In line 8, after the word “Infantry,” strike out the balance of the bill and 
insert and pay him a pension of $12 per month.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House. 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

RICHARD O. ENRIGHT. 


Peg next business on the Private Calendar wer the bill (H. R. 


ti il was fed, as follows o Enright, 
ill was read, as follows: 

of the Interior be, and 
to place upon the pension roll t bse 

—— third New Vork Volunteer Infantry, and 
in lieu of the pension now being paid to 


Mr. TALBERT. Lask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 


* ting a pension to Richard O Ennis ht, submit the f report: 
Richard ©. Enright was colonel Sixty-third Ne ew York Volante ten 
Dstt October 80 1801. to the date of his honorable 
widence of himself, which is to 
face oP gir glen ge raeas. satisfies the commistos that on or about 
Jan geen gmp wA —.— icket duty at t Hill, near 
ASN a, the line; his hon horse stumbled by step- 
ole, eyes Aang apis Pgs Largo . 
and and left 


—— So far as the accident itself is concerned, there is no eyi- 


ee ee 
ES. The fact that he was disabled on his return is 


Pot I ee the testimony of his ? 
ag ee d, a yo captain, is it not? 


Mr. MILES. [prise MG: e Shak GE te bo PaSA 


Tio bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 
GEORGE E. REID, 
EB Regie yo on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


PPN to gona George E. Reid. 
was read, as follows: 
85 gen e ete., argh the 3 of the ier oe be, 1 be 1 — 


name of 


<a ei 5 ih Regiment 0 0 5 a 


ses pice 3 by the committee, to strike out 
“twelve” and insert six,“ so as to make the pension $6 per 
month, was read. 
ee STRONG. Mr. Chairman, I trust that the amendment 
eevee the Committee on Invalid Pensions will not prevail. 
rge B. id was the youngest of three brothers who enlisted 
in the United States at the same time, the oldest of whom 
was under 20 years of age. The two older brothers died from 
wounds received in the Army. George E. Reid survived, but is a 
wreck. I happen to know the witnesses whose affidavits have 
been in evidence before the committee. Dr. J. A. Sansell and Dr. 
W. A. Swimley are two as 2 and efficient physicians and 
sur as we have in our part of the country, and rrp either 
of makes a statement it means something. Both of them 
know this man, George E. Reid; both of them have examined him} 


private in Company E of the One h 
ə One hun 
1B ace Save Infantry, and pay him a pension 


from resulted anch 8 
and from which there has resulted and and — both of them to a state of facts showing that he is perma- 
by the medical board at Chicago, III., January 6, 1893, shown to be | nently disabled. He is crippled in the es ht hand so as to aa ea 
F sty e also eight- | it useless. He is crippled in the right shoulder so that his arm 
— much testimon AEAT att evel — — | can sot eth be freely or fut raised. Hab — rheumatism of the spine. 
has been e the comant committee, and there is ve v little doubt but that | He has other ts that absolutely incapacitate him to perform 
his disabilities entitle: him to a pension of $30 per mon work. 


Claimant is now aante month N act of June — 1890, for 
tu left-arm and shoulder, —— and disease of h < 
he only difficulty is in the proof that the disa 


At the time of the accident claimant was alone. is shown to have 
disabled immediateley thereafter an sor since. He does no 
r to have been in any to the alleged accident. 
He has furnished evidence that in the nature of — aree" ö 
under the general laws; the Pension Bureau so There is 


recognize. 
8 attached to the papers in the case by the First Deputy Commis- 
oner: 
555 to prove.” 
Beli him to have been disabled in the line of duty, and toanextentthat 
entities him to month, and that he is unable to uce the necessary 
amount of evidence requ 


Me.’ TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I simply want to call 8 

to the statement of the committee — —— 

only difficulty is in the proof that the disability is of service ori- 
in,“ thus admitting that they have no proof Whatever that the 

JJ origin. they sa, : “ Believ- 

ing him to have been disabled in the line of duty;” so recom- 

mend this case without a scintilla of real proof. I submit, sir, 

that that is a very flimsy basis upon which to bring ina bill grant- 

ing a pension of 880 a eee 

to the attention = the committee. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, there is plenty of evidence in this 
case entitling the claimant to a pension of a month. There is 
his own testimony, which is corroborated one of the captains. 
of the company. To be sure, it is not.so much proof as the Pen- 
sion Office requires in these cases, but, from thenature of the acci- 
dent, there could eager any other direct evidence but his own. 
He had established the line, and in returning his horse 
gpa from stepping into a hole, and the claimant here thrown 


sig in 
“ Sts, SELES. Will the gentleman permit an interruption right 
there 
Mr. WOOD. Certainly. 
Mr. MILES. Isym * with the gentleman’s claim that this 
beer t it would be difficult, under the cir- 
as would be required by the 
e to ask the ee now that 


Eo has tho flocr, to tall the eee ee eee, e individ- | and 


ual testimony of the claimant himself is corroborated, as the re- 
— states it is, by some companion who was along with him at 
time when the accident occurred, 

Mr. WOOD. It is a fact that he went out on the picket line. 
that night, mounted. It is also a fact that when he went out he 
was „ On the return of the 
he was found to be disabled, disabled in the manner he 


F = 


at | be ERDMAN 


They say “the iiey 


merely wish to bring this point | 


Now, George E. Reid did not put down the rebellion. He was 
too young to engage in the — ker the war. He must have 
been under 16 8 nlisted. But he served fora 
period of ten months. . after the war, and as long 
as his services were Eor I believe eae na — 
liberal action it has other cases, and especiall 
liberal course it has pars in ere see Haves 
00 a month, ought 2o now tò 


stopand le about giving this poor man month the amount 
called for by the Mitt’ and and which the committee propose to cut 
down to the itiful sum of $6 per month. I hope amendment 

e Committee on alid Pensions will be vated down. 


MAN. I ask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. Layton) was read, as follows: 
Pensions, to referred 
) “A bill to pension George . 
too EY served as a = ny ys aoe i Ono h eat 
5 Ohio Volun =i & 


in Menge ava 
Bos and 2 Saar, 


the act a= une 27, October 10, 


1804, all ity from injury — ena ulder, t hand, left — 
and bac disease of eyes —— and right i 

rejected June 24 aayon the ground of “no ratable bility shown undef 
the act of June 


which was another on go — es 


was examined by 5e 
14, 1893, 3 who rated tiny, at poset 9 
saree (or ) 5 lumbago, and one-fi (or $2) — 
and p 


He Pb yh wb copier at eee by the 8 * Eye 3 . a 


or 5 — above vec <> o shoulder; th boy leg wget 


at Kenton, Ohio, Jane 
— pw shoulder, oné- 
catarrh affecting larynx 


— 


He 
Lungs an and heart DODAT: no oyt 
t Snelien’s at 15 feet with either e 
No catarrh in head. 


each eye, and 2 they interfere with 9 of 
tot right ———— ta prone de chroni enia 
men nous a ce, and ex: 
a the post-nasal en men er ipo apr utition and 
£ he has chronic dyspepsia, p ioaea and ahe 0 
is — pore the spine, lieves int said George E. Hold is 
Dr. W. A. Swimley filed vit A 1894, fully corroborating Dr. 
Stansell, both as to symptoms of pe 7 oad —— 2 — 


ee 
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our ving considered all the facts presented in this 

recommend that the bill be ` out the word “twelve,” 

7 the word six;“ and, as recom- 
mend the passage of th 


The question being taken on the amendment 
committee, it was rejected; there being, on a division (called for 
by Mr. MiLEs)—ayes 9, noes 54, 

3 bill was then laid asi aside to be reported favorably to the 
ouse. 
GEORGE C. ABBEY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 350) 
granting an increase of pension to George C. Abbey. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


to increase th 


Mr. TALBERT. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. Kerr) was read, as follows: 


The Committee 9 Aaa to whom was referred the 8. 
granting an increase of to Cearge 0. Abbey, submit the fı hag acre 


report: 

at eee aed DEDA 
on Pensions, and recommend 

The Senate report is as „„ 
on Ve eg Neca was referred the bill (S. 350) t 

C. Abbe xamined the 8 
2 2 bill was introd in the the Fifty-third Congress, first session, re- 

ferred to the Committee on Pensions, examined, reported favorably, and 


passed the Senate. 
The facts are as follows: 
CCC vate tr Tor ccs Naty ini gt | 
Artillery, J: 1862, and was nora harged ptember 
While in the service he contracted malarial chills and fever, and 
nervous prostration, w. resulted in chronic epilepsy and general pn 
a maa een DOLDE IONES been unable to support himself an 


falling and I 
to business 
—— honest. A former port Shar set forth 
the fact that a repute t examining surgeons, who &: oa 
for paonon originall mgs 
the Commissioner 
F from August „which he is now draw- 

1 ae 8 for eee has been rejec! 
your committee believe that the 3 
FDD recom- 


cage Ge to have special 
mend that the 7 5 do with an amendment. 
“Amend line 6 b 125 striking out the word ‘thirty’ and insert in lieu thereof 


the word ‘twenty. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House, 
WILLIAM T. WALKER. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1888) 
granting an increase of nsion to William T. Walker. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be e ip rate Fag pag angered the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
directed — — on 88 pension . tothe provisions 


333 oe ic ying for hours in 
vulsions, and is y kind. Heis 


laws, Walker, late of 
ent Tatiana DRAY, at the rate of 8 per 
receiving, 


Mr. OWENS, 


8 THOMAS. Eight dollars a month. 

Mr. OWENS. The House decided 3 that an increase 
from $12 to 816 a — was the ol se amount of increase where 
the man was ectly helpless and had nothing to live upon. 
Would it not be well to confine ourselves to that precedent and 


va PRA A E Oak ee Foe x 
pear ge any 


What is the pension that this man is now receiv- 


I do not understand that 
such precedent as the gentleman from Kentucky 
Mr. ERDMAN. I suggest that we have 2 report ee pear’ 
The report (by Mr. KERR) was read, as follows: 


The Commit ies: on Rival Pensiaze whom: eda at eg Ca 8.1888) 
granting an of pension to m T. Walker, submit the 
o committee, after carefully examining the bill, adopt the Senate report 
the report of the committee, and recommend the paseage of € the bill. 
The Senate re is as 9 
“ The Committee on Pensions, cone was referred the 


Lae ier 1888) grant- 
ing a increase of pension fo William T Walker, have examin: same and 
ort 

vu similar bill was introduced in the Senate at the second session of the 

-third Con, ‘erred to the Commi on Pensions. 

rite t was examined, favorably re passed the Senate. The facts 
are as follows: 

The claimant in this case enlisted 3 12, 1864, and was honorably dis- 
charged November 18. 1863. Was m November 19, 1865, at 
Fro r month, for of left side. T 12 a mont 

‘om July 10, 1900, under 


the act of June 27, 1800, for left varicocele, rheuma- 
tism, disease of heart, and rot 5 of left hand. mber 6, 1893, 
e 


was notified by Commissioner of Pensions that his TEY would be reduced 
79 88 r month unless he should ish evidence that he was suffering from 
ed and meng 2 — nich his pension was granted under the act ot 


1894, claimant filed in Pension Office the affidavits 
Seas of Urbana, Ohio, where he resides, all of whom 
t from — ba own personal know: othoy. know that 
y ee —. for which ed, 
. manual labor to any exten, and that 


27. 
of five reputable 
state, su 8 


claimant is 
K 


rted by the 


aaa nervous and sickly and at times weak tally. It 
very —— era po men N. appears from 
the circumstances, and in view of tho statements of the physicians 


d that the bill do pass. 


Mr. OWENS. AR the report in this cas ts a 
case almost parallel with the one presented Bencana 
order to give the 8 ity to eee I move 
Sr ws the increase in this case be $4; in other words, that the rate 

ion fixed by the bill be $12 instead of $25. 
es question being taken, the amendment was rejected; there 
being—ayes 24, noes 54. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I ask to be allowed to take up, 

out of its order, the bill (H. R. 6765) —— 
Mr. e Mr. Chairman, Iam compelled to ask for the 
ar order. 
. TALBERT. If the gentleman will allow the bill and the 
rt to be read, I am sure he will not object. 

THOMAS. I would like very much to accommodate the 
gentleman from South Carolina, but on conversation with gentle- 
men around me, I find many whose bills will be reached to-day, 
and I have ised, for ha resent at least, that we will 
in the y with the Calendar. Later on in the day I shall 
be very glad, it possible, to accommodate the gentleman from 
South Carolina. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is the 8 of the committee to 
determine the order in which it will proceed with the business. 
We will pursue the Calendar unless the House decides otherwise 
or by unanimous consent permission is given. For the 
the gentleman from Michigan objects, and the Clerk 
the next bill on the Calendar. 

JAMES L. M’KINNEY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8688) to pension James L. McKinney for services in Oregon Indian 


one 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, eto, That the Secre! 
directed to place on the 1 roll 
L. MeKinney, of Capt. W. Chapman’ pany I, 

Oregon Moun unteers, for meritorious service, and for 
cared in the Indian wars in Oregon, then a Territory, and allow 
sion at the rate of $12 per month. 

The committee recommend the adoption of the following amend- 
ment: 

Strike out twelve and insert Aap ges so it will read “$8 per month.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with favorable recommendation. 

DANIEL GILES. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8989) to pension Daniel Giles for services in Oregon Indian wars, 

The bill was read, as follows: 

etc., That the 8 of the Interior be, and 
airected to piaco ont on the 8 —— of the Government the howl ot Daniel 
oi Oregon unteers, an 

9 also pe Sam e E Edward vard Sheicid'a Company, A A, of ot ante ee volunteers, for 
— — Pas than a eines an ma 2550 5 him a portie at the 
rate of $12 per 83 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, it seems that the House is will- 
ing to let anything and everything go through without knowing 
what it is doing. I do not know but what the country might per- 
haps be a little better satisfied with our action if they had some 
reasons set forth for the pension which is proposed to be granted 
in these bills, and I therefore ask for the reading of the r 

The report (by Mr. STRODE of Nebraska) was read, as 


beg leave to report: 
iles 


re; 


Dreg 
report 


of the Interior and he is hereby, 
name of James 
nt 

uries re- 


a pen» 


xe 


of 1855-56, in the Ep Territory of 1 and that his service continued . 
paaa May N e testimony shows that guro sa 
d 5 hardships as permanently to disable him for 
years. The lof his regiment, Col. William J. 
, testifies that he required his services in a scouting party durin; > 
war, and selected him among fourteen others to perform a very haza: 
undertaking; that the party were caught in a heavy storm in the winter Ag eg 
the moun and as they were not permitted to have fires, so as not to 
disclose their camp to the Sonny. that during this exposure Daniel Giles 
contracted a heavy cold, which settled on his inga and in his spine, and that 
after nursing him for some weeks in camp, the colonel testifies he sent him 
to the hospital. He, e recovered sufficiently to continue in the serv- 
ice until the close of the war. 

The colonel says he was a brave and efficient and honorable soldier; that he 
has known him ever since, and that Pgs ara ind is broken, and he has reason 
to believe it is so from his hardships Indian wars. 

Two comrades of the same companies also testify substantially to the same 
facts, and as to his being an invalid ever since, although a strong, robust man 
when bod è now over 60 years of age. and is in dependent cir+ 


The n a United States pension examining surgeon, who recently 
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xamined aig beverage that he is totally disabled for manual labor, chief 
fro disease of lungs and spine, the result of exposure; that his disease 
chronic, p ve, and inc ble, and that he requires frequent medical 
aid and medicines. 


Representative HERMANN, who has known the claimant for thirty-four 
years, states to the committee that he knows him to be an invalid and dis- 
abled for manual labor. 

Wherefore your committee reports the bill back with a recommendation 
that it do pass with an amendment fixing the rate of pension at $8 per month. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


GEORGE B. MERCHANT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
3166) granting a pension and arrearage of pension to George B. 
Merchant. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the gerne! Hig! the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll, at the rate of $72 per 
month, George B. Merchant, late 5 Company K, F h Regiment 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, the same to be in lieu of the on of $50.a month 
now drawn by soldier, and to be subject to all the conditions and limitations 
of the pension laws. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to said B. Merchant, out of the moneys appro: ed 

e 


t 
ce 
between the 5 . of $30 a month drawn by soldier from December 4 iso, 


and April 17, 1895, and t p 
81, 1895, at the rate of r month, and the full rate of $72 per month, for 


total disability, req constant attention and help of another perso! 
to Parnas woldier was entitled id ti * Ts 


Mr. MILES. Let us have the report in that case. 
The report (by Mr. KERR) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H, R, 


8166) nting a pension to George B. Merchant, submit the following report: 
The soldier enlisted April 2. 1551. in Company K, Fourth Ohio Volunteer 


ura 


Infantry, and was honorably di June 21, 1864, on account of wound 
received at Spottsylvania Court-House on the 10th of May, 1864. He was shot 
through the mouth and neck, resul in injury to spine and nervous sy: 

This soldier had a remarkabl 


$ war record. 
He was in battle at Middle Fork Bridge July 7, 1861; at Rich Mountain, 


tober 26; at Blue Gap, J: eg 1862; t Wincheste 
Cree rt blic, at Antietam, at 
Briston, at the Wilder- 
ness, and Spottsylvania Court-House, besides almost innumerable skirmishes 
during his service. 
In November, 1864, he was granted a pension. of $8 per month for service 


1887, his pension was increased to $30 per month. On January 23, 1889, he was 
allowed $50 


act of Co. 


rson. In 
ffice), he ane 
and 


creasing sin 
must be oarried to his mouth and his 
be dressed and 


un 
When down he can not rise 4 pe assistance. 
_ 8 attendance of another person, and rated him at $72 
n 


of A 
1893, he was reinstated at the rate oi Epor month to ko RoE to hi m 
sion December 4, 1891. On April 17, 1895, he was increased to $50, and he is now 


„as stated in his certificate, is gunshot wound 


The evidence ariy shows the soldier entitled to per month, and the 
co! ttee recommend the 2 the bill with the following amendments: 
Strike out sections 2 and 3, and t the title be amended by striking out the 
words “and arrearage of pension,” and that as amended the bill do pass. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, to further perfect the bill, I 
offer the amendment I send to the desk. $ 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out in line 4 all after the word “roll,” and add . the name of 1 
B. Merchant, late sergeant Company K, Fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
mas pay him a pension of $72 per month in lieu of the pension he is now re- 
ce K. 


Mr. ERDMAN. I merely suggest to the gentleman that the 
rt in this case is defective and incomplete. It appears that 
soldier was dropped under a Republican administration, and 

that under a Democratic administration of the office he was rein- 

stated. The reportought Kenavo DUNE the ordi course— 

a tirade against the administration that did that work. When 

that is added it would perfect the report so as to accord with the 

usual reports from the committee. The House is now doing what 
the Republican administration failed to do for this soldier. 
The amendment of Mr. THomas was then agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 
MARY L. TWEDDLE. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5793) granting a pension to Mary L. Tweddle. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is here’ 
authorized and directed 


* 


b e e e l eee Staten tee 
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nne of at Ma: E 8 ia i of dl oe 88 Led captain 
mpany K, Ten entu olunteers, an era ib, 
to the provisions and are Ah of the general pens: on ieee Sart 


Mr. TALBERT, Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of the 


report. 
The report (by Mr. ANDERSON) was read, as follows: 
aoe Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5 y 8 3 to Mary L. Tweddle, submit the following report: 
Tweddle, the husband of this petitioner, served as captain of Com- 
pany K, Tenth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, from November 2, 1861, until 
August 7, 1862, when his resignation, tend by reason of having contracted 
rheumat: stort ne ee back and lower extremities, was accepted. 
LM the Pension Office at the rate of month from 
ay 13, 1882, and $20 from March 24, on account of 
diarrhea, and, as will be seen by the fore; rates, 
his disability gradually increased until he was allowed the total of his rank as 


© died August 22, 1892, of con: on of the brain. 
The petitioner applied to the 
g medical testimony yey Captain Tweddle’s death was 
‘oor nape von for w 


hysician, showing that the primary cause of death was congestion of the 

festa and the remote cause — iios and diarrhea, but the claim was re- 

jected in the Pension Bureau upon the 9 that it was not shown from a 

medical standpoint that the cause of death was due to the disabilities for 
which this officer was pensioned. 

Both the officer and the petitioner had been previously married, and the 

oe oF caa of the former consorts was duly shown in evidence on file in the 

on ce. 

The petitioner married the officer on January 5, 1891, and consequently can 

pave no status for pension under the act of J ane . 1890, which act tires 

t a widow of a pOT shall have been married tosuch soldier prior to the 


passage of such act. 
The medical testimony furnished by Drs. Mannakee and Muncaster, of this 


ty, physicians of high standing, shows that the congestion of brain was no 
Tori Paresulten the heart trouble from which the officer had suffered as a 
result of the rheumatism, which for a period had only affected the lumbar 
muscles, but became general thereafter. 

Medical authorities admit that congestion of the brain, the result of impeded 
return of the blood from the head, may be caused by impediments within 
th ulation, such as of heart. 

ẹ the connection of the death cause with the pensioned disabilities 
may not have been sufficiently shown by the testimony of the eins phy- 
sicians, your committee believe that the case from all its surroun nests 
sioh a one as to present equitable features, and do recommend that the bill 


o petitioner ld and d dent e assistan 
. — who is edie able tonnes 5 of anon hg . 
of her own to support. x 

Mr; TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I desire briefly to call atten- 
tion to this report. 

This is a claim for pension to the widow of Captain Tweddle, 
who was a gallant sol „Who had been 5 up 
to the time of his death, his disabilities being to service 
origin. He was a ù 3 He had been married before, 
however, and his former wife was the woman who shared with 
him the troubles, the trials, and turmoils of the period of war. 
The widow, who is opo to be the beneficiary of this bill, was 
married to him in 1891. The act of June 27, 1890, expressly says 
that the widow of a soldier who shall receive the benefits of that 
ie shall have been married to the soldier prior to the passage of 
the act. 

Now, will this House, in direct violation of the law which it has 
enacted, grant a pension to this widow who shared none of the 
troubles, privations, and trials of this gallant soldier d the 
period of the war? There is no doubt of the testimony; it is all 
right, as far as that is concerned; the board of examiners say that 
it is all right. Now, will you violate the law, will you repudiate 
your own action, will you stultify yourselves and turn round and 
abrogate the law which you have adopted?. The only reason as- 
signed for the action of the Committee on Pensions is that this 
petitioner is old, and dependent upon the assistance of friends 
and a daughter who is hardly able to assist her by reason of hay- 
ing a large family of her own to support.” That may be true, but 
there are other widows in the land just as needy and just as old 
as this one is. No doubt she is a good woman, and all that sort of 
thing; but I submit, sir, that this House should not violate the 
direct spirit of the law in granting a pension to this widow who 
married the soldier after the act of June 27, 1890, was 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, in the absence of the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Evans] who introduced this bill, I will ask 
thatit go over without pe 

The CHAIRMAN. e gentleman from Michigan [Mr, 
Tomas] asks that the bill be laid aside without prejudice. If 
there be no objection, it will be so ordered. 

There was no objectiou. 

JOSEPHINE GLOVER. , 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5532) to increase the pension of Josephine Glover. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, 
di: to increase the ion of Josephine Glover, widow of Capt. E. V. 
Glover, Company A, Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers, and that she be 
paid a pension of $30 per month. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on ordering the bill to be 
laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 
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Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 


6 7 eene? blowing re 
t t 059; e Gloyer, subm e follo 4 
The claimant 5 £ Bvt. Lieut, Gol. Elisha V. Glover, jr., late 
of Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers. She in nt circum- 
stan herself by keeping are oing the work mostly her- 
cae meee retin, e tem eRe 
e y 

Sach of two children. e des ‘at Werrington, Fla. Her husband nied fa 
1885 TODOR disease, evidently of service OF 


- Volunteers, September 3, 1863; as cap 
April 15, 1864; or, b; toon or t and meritorious serv- 
88 „1885, ig PA Reet bs dene by 


ices, N ber brevet, for gallant and 
viene Pols ay ices, by t o President of the United States, on July 28, 1866, 
to rank from November „1865. 


t and the honorable record of this 
soldier, the committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 


EMILY M. TYLER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6560) to increase the pension of Emily M. Tyler. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

it ted, etc., t the Secre of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
eee e placo 8 5 pension roll the name of Emily I. 
ler, widow of Erastus B. Tyler, late a brevet major. general of United 
States Volunteers, at the rate of $100 per month, in lieu of the pension she is 
now receiving. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendment: 

In lines 6 and 7 strike out the words one hundred“ and insert in lieu 
thereof the word “seventy-five.” 

The amendment was agreed to. ; 3 : 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is on ordering the bill to be 
laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 

The report (by Mr. MILES) was , as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6560) to increase the pension of Emily M. Tyler, having carefully considered 
1 fe bill er e Emily M: Tyler, the widc 

TO} cr e 5 A 8 
the late Btle. nd Byt. Maj. Gen Erastus B. Tyler, who died January 9, 


Erastus B. Tyler entered the service as colonel of boy Seyenth ent 
Ohio Volunteers, three-month organization, April 25, 1 and muste in as 


éolonel of the same regiment for three y June, 1861. He continued in 
gommand of his regiment until May . 1862, when he was promoted to 


Ti ralf on the field. 
regiment of wi ones coloneland the © which he commanded 
st 9, 1862; Antie 


were in action at Cross Lanes, W. Va., A t 20, 1861; 
5 —— h ublic, June 116 1862; Cèdar Mountain Au 8275 sn 
r i ce. 2b 8, 2,87 U burg, In 
Be 3 ville, May 3,3 24 Paha N 


1 Chan 
Lookout Moun: 
ber 25, He was a 


fevet 
h 18, 1865, and finally mustered out on August 21, 


erecord. Although clearly entitled to and often importuned by fri 
now © 


stan claimant z $0 ae 
month was approved, and tt . 


this now s 
i of her late husband alone would enti 
ber to ae 4 ab he bands of Congress even he cause of his ass h 
were of doubtful origin. M TIu ould be pensioned at the rate now so 
generally conceded to the widows of general officers. 

Your committee therefore Teapot nily recommend the passage of the bill 
with the following amendment: 

In lines 6 and 7 strike out the words one hundred“ and insert in lieu 
thereof the word “seventy -five.” 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, I move to further amend by strik- 
ing out “‘ seventy-five ” and 8 “ fifty,” I desire to call the 
attention of the committee to the fact that the reason which is 

t forth for granting this pension of $75 a month is that on 

arch 8, 1891, she received a pension, by act, of $30 a 
month, and that she should be pensioned at the rate now so gen- 
erally conceded to the widows of general officers. My recollec- 
tion of the evidence that was submitted to the commi is that 

this widow is in pretty good circumstances, outside of the pension, 
and I think that if this bill should pass at $50 a month, especially 
in view of the fact that in 1891 $30 a month was su to be 
sufficient, we should be going as far as we ought to, under the 
circumstances, 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, I made this report, but I did not 
introduce the bill. It will be seen from the report that General 
Tyler was an Ohio soldier. The bill to pension his widow was 
introduced in the Senate, and passed that body with an allowance 
a $100 a month. There is no member on this floor at present, so 

ar as I know, who feels called upon to defend this bill. I desire 
ply to make a statement. neral Tyler's widow is now a 
and woman, who lives not in my district, but in the city 

f Baltimore. She is not ‘in pretty good circumstances,” as m 
friend seems to suppose, but isin rather indigent circumstan 


an old woman, and I think it is unfair for the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Woop] to take out of this report only one fact, 
to wit, the fact that she was granted a pension of $30 a month in 
1891, and call the attention of the committee to that fact alone. 
There are other facts in the report to which he would do well to 
call the attention of the committee, among them the fact that 
General Tyler fought gallantly in nearly every one of the great 
battles of the late war; that although before he died he wasa gers 
man, and although he was frequently appealed to because of his 
circumstances to apply for a pension, he persistently refused to 
do so, and died without ever having drawn a cent from the Treas- 
of the United States other than his salary. 
ow, Mr. Chairman, I was not inclined myself as a subcom- 
mittee of the Committee on Invalid Pensions to go beyond $50 a 
month, and I believe I recollect p have so reported to the com- 
mittee, but when the record of this soldier's gallant services was 
ead to the committee, when the condition of his widow was 
rought to the attention of the committee, and when another lit- 
tle incident—which I will not violate good taste and peopeaty By 
reciting to this committee—was called to the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, that committee with much feeling, 
greene? me, and reported that this widow should have $75 a 
month. 

I trust, Mr. Chairman, that those members of the committee 
who may have a recollection of the circumstances attending the re- 

rt which I made to the committee and the facts which were then 

losed will understand and appreciate a tendency on my part 

p indulge a statement with r t tọ this bill which, to say the 

east, would be natural to us all, if similarly situated, and that 
further o tion to the bill will not be e. 

The C MAN. The question is on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Woop], 

Mr. THO . Mr. irman, I desire to ay that the state- 
ment made by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. ES] is my 
opinion of this case, and I hope that the bill will be passed as it 
came from the committee. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Woop] said that the evidence was that the lady was in fair cir- 
cumstances. I do not understand that to beso. Itis a fact that 
she has some property, but her income or her available means of 
support are very slim, and I remember distinctly the discussion 
in the committee. I hope that the bill will pass as recommended 
by the committee. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I hope this amendment will 

revail winong the pension from $75 to $50 a month. It seems 
me that if House will at once adopt that common medium 
t save a great deal of discussion which has to be gone over 
and over again in this House. Several widows of general officers 
have been oy eau atthe rate of $50 per month, and it seems 
that it would be just and proper to this House, and just and proper 
to the widows of soldiers themselves, and just and proper to the 
country, if this House would settle once forever that question of 
pensioning officers’ widows, and that can be done by ting the 
common medium of $50. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, the chairman of 
the committee that brings these bills before the House has ad- 
vised the adoption of the report of the committee. The gentle- 
man from Maryland [Mr. MILES], who has learned much of this 
case, and who is a member of that committee, reports also and 
speaks very earnestly in favor of it, and the facts as disclosed fully 

ustify the House in being consistent in these measures and giving 

the widow of a distinguished officer like General Tyler the sum 

recommended, I trust that the amendment will not prevail, and 
that the bill will go through the House at $75 per month. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the amendment; and 
the Chairman announced that the noes appeared to have it. 

. TALBERT, Division, Mr. Chairman. 
he committee divided; and there were—ayes 29, noes 85. 

Mr. TALBERT, I demand tellers, Mr. Chairman. 

Tellers were ordered. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Woo: 
so 155 gentleman from Michigan, Mr. THomas, will please 
as tellers. 

bey anmes again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 33, 
noes 45. 
pr TALBERT. No quorum, Mr. Chairman. 

e Chairman proceeded to count the House. 

Mr. TALBERT. I withdraw the point of no quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN, The point of noquorum is withdrawn; the 
noes have it, and the amendment is lost, 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 


ISAAC HOLBROOK, z 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


2896) genting a pension to Isaac Holbrook, late private in - 
„One hundred and twenty-first Regiment Ohio Volun 


Pntantry 


940 


The bill was read, as follows: 
— Yast roe fed to piace on the pension rel sub) 


th on the pension — Tenby, 
an ns 

aud Umitations ot the vate 
unteer 


ARA 
laws, the name of * la 
— and G, One hundred and twenty-first Regiment O Volos 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. Layton) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
pension to Isaac Holbrook, having 1 


brook, enlisted and was duly enrolled as a private 
Company G, One hundred and Sle i Bag Ohio Volunteer Infantry, on 
of August, On day of tember, 1862, all the mem- 
bers of the e e save and sre said Hol! 


were ly mus- 
tered into the United States serviceat Camp Delaware, Ohio. Said H 


account of his then 
never would be. there 
where, on or about the 20th day of —— 
months he had actually served, and then wen 
the service. 


an sickness, 
adcount of his then plat Daans Soe ed never been mustered, and on 


He was a strong, healthy man when he first enlisted. He has been more or 
less disabled ever since he left the service. He wasnever m 
He never received a certificate of — — about 75 years 
in feeble health, and totally inca; from L peta man 
labor. He has no property or income, but is dependent upon charity 
friends for support. h 
He made application for pension ( No. 773501), but it was rejected on 
the ground that he had never been duly mustered in the service and never 
vod a certificate of 5 
All the foregoing facts are clearly shown by the official records and the 
sen 3 Q Bracon wide p ea 
view o 


e factsabove stated, your committee are of the opinion that 
said soldier is entitled to the relief ithstanding 


sought, notwi the fact that he 
was never formally musi 


into service, and therefore earn rec- 
ommend the of the bill with the following amendment: Add thereto 
the following seas aa “and pay him a pension of $12 per month.“ 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, the House ought to under- 
stand this soldier was never in the service. He never was a sol- 
dier. He formed the intent to become a soldier and started to 
become a soldier; but he never was in the service. He never 
rendered any service. Ido not know but what this is as good an 
example of paternalism as we could point the country to—to pen- 
sion everybody who intended to go into the service, and give hi 
= high spamon as e pooner gts S EO NET se = 

e country. is ave example for the coun ook a 

Mr. HULICK. Mr. ‘Cantons: I introduced this bill and am 
familiar with the facts and circumstances of this case, and it is 
certainly a very meritorious one. Mr. Holbrook is now about 76 

ears of age. He enlisted in this regiment, as the report shows, 
ptember, 1862. He went to Camp Delaware, Ohio, and while 
there, and before the regiment was mustered, he was sent to the 
hospital and confined with intermittent fever. While at the hos- 
pital the regiment was ordered to the front. He left the hospital 
and went to his company, shouldered his musket and went to Cin- 
cinnati, and thence to Louisville, Ky. He was there ordered from 
his company by his captain and told to go into ital, because 
he was not able to farther. He geme over the river into 
Indiana to another hospital of the vernment, and remained 
CVVT 
stating that the condition of his health was such that he could not 
be mustered and he could not go with theregiment. He remained 
there in that hospital until he was able to report under the orders 
of his captain at Columbus, Ohio. He was there in the hospital, 
and when he became sufficiently able to leave the hospital the 
captain told him that as he was not mustered he could go home, 
He was then paid off in full for five months’ service. 

It is true, as the gentleman says, he never rendered any service. 
He enlisted, and he remained in the service five months, and then 
was sent home, having been paid for five months’ service as a sol- 
dier. He applied for a ion. He is pensionable under the 
law, under the rules and regulations of the Pension Bureau, and 
would receive a pension but for the fact that he was not mustered. 
This special bill is to muster that old soldier, who is to-day with- 
out a dollar of money, who has to rely oe his relatives, and the 
fact is most of the time he remains in the house. He was a 
He is now a total 


T y. 
Why is it that this soldier did not have him- 
self mustered in during that whole period of five months? 

Mr. HULICK. The report shows that but I will answer 
the question. He was at Camp Delaware, in Ohio, and before the 


mustering officers appeared 
ordered to the front without having been mustered in, and he too 


regiment was 
y left for f the regi- 
d i to remain until he should be ab 
to join the ent and then to report at Columbus. 

Mr. T. T. But it seems to me that he might have had 
himself mustered in during those five months if he had been very 
anxious. So far from giving this man a pension, it seems to me 
that he might very reasonably be classed asadeserter. How many 
thousands of men are there in the country that might come here, 
if we should establish this precedent, and claim that they were in 
the service and never mustered in, and that some officer told them 
to go home and they went home? 

. HULICK. I can not answer the gentieman’s question as to 
the number of men that might be so situated, but whether there 
are a thousand or one, the principis isthe same. This soldier did 
eve in his power to serve his country $ 

ere the hammer fell. ] 

e question being taken on the adoption of the 
committee, the Chairman declared that 

Mr. ERDMAN. Lask for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 32, noes 4, 

Mr. TALBERT. No quorum. 

Te a count, 105 members were found to be present. i 

e report of the committee was adopted. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK, 
oon 8 on = Private Caeser was the bill (H. R. 
g a pension to Margaret Kirkpatrick. 

The bill was read, as follows: kp ; 

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secre of the Interior i: 

a sea pda upon the pension pali of tho od Sain tha pame 
the tations of the pinden: — laws. S 

Mr. TALBERT, I ask for the reading of the report. 

The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid to whom was refe e 
= granting a pension to area Kirkpatrick, beg 8 au t as 


of tho 
o ayes seemed to have it. 


The ion Office records show that t Vincent served and was 
Jea ua maton TTT o., from November 1, 1864, to 
April 6, 1865, five months px dave; and ihat service was of a character 
and under authority by the War Department and ized Pa 

Office as under the act of August 5, 1892, provided 
were six months in service of which there is com- 
November 1, 1864, and lacks twenty-four days of the six months pre- 
scribed, but the evidence shows her service as n y mced 
in the summer and was sufficient len to bring her within the 
= E her ear rende: authority recognized by 

e War 


Department. 
An affidavit of Surg. A. B. Castle, of the post hospital at Macon, Mo., on fil 
in the Pension Office shows that Vincent ~ — ne 3 

un 


of 1805. but he can not give the precise dates. While this perhaps d 
not mee ...... that the claim: 
ant actually rendered more than six months’ service as nurse and matron in 
a United States post tal. 


hospi 
The evidence shows that the claimant is over 62 years of 
earn a support, by reason of age ánd physical infirmity, i ee ee 
income from any source. 

The passage of the bill is recommended. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. ker, this is a bill similar in its nature 
to one for the benefit of widow Tweddle that was up a wh le 
ago. The act of August 5, 1892, provides that nurses of this class 
must have served over six months in order to be entitled to a pen- 
sion, and, as I understand it, there is no evidence to show that 
this lady served even six months. Consequently, to give her a 

ion will be to go directly against the law of August, 1892. 

e reason assigned for the passage of this bill is that the pen- 
sioner is 62 years of age. Well, Mr. , there are a great 
many ladies in this country 62 years of age. Another reason is 
that she is unable to earn her support; but unfortunately there 
are a great many ladies in this country who are unable to earn a 
support. It is a pity and we may sympathize with them, but we 
have no right, as representatives of the pope to pension them 
when they are not entitled to ion under the laws of the coun- 
. This bill, I say, is very similar to the one for the benefit of 

L. Tweddle, which was up a while ago, and I think it ought 

to be treated in the same way and passed over without ey ean 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Chairman, this bill was introduced by me, 
and I call the attention of the gentleman from South Carolina 
the fact that this applicant not only served in this hospital, but 
she served in another hospital for over a year, as shown by the 


Nr. MILES. The difficulty, as I understand it, is that that hos- 
pital was not authorized by the War Department. 
Mr. LACEY. It was not authorized by the Department, but 


she served within twenty or thirty days of the time 


law ina N gs tempat hospital, and in the pede 


the general 
one, ari was a ospital, she served over a year. 

Mr. MILES never cases was of thesame general 
character, 


Mr. ter, suppose Tes, sir; of the same general character, and the 
committee thought that her case came clearly within the spirit of 
the law and that she ought to receive a so 


Mr. I think so myself. 
Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer one or two amend- 
ments to perfect the bill. 


The amendments were read, as follows: 

In line 3, after the word ere e eye the words “be and he; and in 
line 4 strike out the word required and insert “directed.” 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


ANNIE M. ERMER, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1095) ting a pension to Annie M. Ermer. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
ee e etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
SSS 000000 
land Infantry, — — to the conditions and — — the pension 


The report (by Mr. Mines) was read, as follows: 
ttee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the 
to Annie M. Ermer,” 


The Commi 
1095) entitled “A bill ting a 


2 R. 
grun beg les 

— ora following report, and recommend that said bill do pass 3 — 

amendm 


This ‘sa ‘ba 5 — 5 eae — —— M. 2 widow of He: Ermer, late 
= 5 be Demands subject | 2 


to ps conditi phit bpe —— ror tt on 

Ermer e June 23, 1863, . — in Copasa — yi 
“ar try 8 and —.— 1 — 5 ý 
being a out as corporal his company. 4 
pneumonia. 

Annie M. Ermer filed claim for pension March 29. She furnished proof 
of legal marriage to soldier February 27, 1879, an a every re- 
quirement.of the Pension e pong ong as toher 
ence, and her claim was rejected November 33 ound of nonde- 

other means of su her y labor.” 

She appealed from the decision of be on, but the Secretary of i of 2e 
Interior a the decision, figuring out her 8 813.927 


erty ibe at $6, 
debts it was all ered except 280 bes of real rere 


$100 worth of household e when 2 brought in 840 
1 CCT t claimant swears 
hat this $40 is her entire income, out of which she = tp Interest, taxes, taxes, 
says hae rent, light, ete., leaving very little, if 
She testimony in support of her statement, wine that t! building, 
which brought the only income, was vacant for several mon and that as 
she had been an invalid for many years she was then (uns. 1894) dependent 
on friends 5 those not legally bound to contribute to her support for her 
maintenan 
Claimant t filed with the committee the affidavit of Dr. dan of A H. 


Sar 5 —— ts bres 5 a te — 5 . 
nonm, e inca; 8 0 a live! mani r. 
d really constant ad and attendance. She is now childless and 
belt less ana has to be assisted by those not fe oF ange nt for her sw 

statement. is supported the 2 of ghia E oare veland; Marga 
retta H. Cleaveland, Susan D. Evans, and thelat. lat- 


for her 


se e the A nipe presented, eee mre epee penare the 55 is de- 
thin meaning an e law, and recommen: pas- 
—— ofthe bill without pop reper s z 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, in order to perfect the bill, I desire 
to offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


In line 7 strike out the words “conditions and regulations” and insert 
“provisions and limitations.” 


The amendment was N 
Mr. TALBERT. Mr. a few moments ago we 2 
a bill allowing a pension to a lady on the ground that she was 
unable to earn . support. Here is the case of a woman who is 
fully capable of supporting herself, who has an income large 

sonieh to support her without any labor. Now, if you are song 

pd soe one on the ground that she is unable toearn a 

are going to pension another when she has a support, I eat not 

see what is to prevent you from pensioning the whole crowd. 
[Langhter.] Imerely want to draw attention to the inconsistency. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
e that it do pass. 


ELLA HATFIELD. 
The next eee on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
1066) Bi to Ella Hatfield, invalid ese eis of 
Maj. David Ha Hatfield, First Regiment New Jersey Infantry Volun- 
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The bill 3 Sa — follows: 

Beit 

eld, daughter gt a the late to pines 
olunteer Infantry, at the rate 2 er mont 

Mr. TALBERT. I ask that the report be read. 

The report (by Mr. MCCLELLAN) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill 
1066 entitled “A bill granting a pension to Ella Hatfield, invalid da 
beg —— to submit the following report. 

without amendment: 


of the Interior be, and he is here’ 


R. 
ier ot 


First New Jersey Infan oe Ma: n 1861; was. promoted to 
or of said — In the bat Va., June 
id was shot T e Wo! 


y E. Hatfield, his widow, filed claim for pension iain tgs 1863, which 
F each of five children. the 

of which, Ella Hatfield, became 16 years eid Cep haa 2 8. 

e widow remarried eae 1867. 

a of the 2 — — phon por eee was helpless — 15 e 

ved February, 

23, Bl He tied eke 4, by speciai at the par tin at Mo: Moris Plains, N. J., of 
erip“ 


c dementia. 
ä — — delicate from 
infancy and never a — tome She is now 31 — and tee 


a sanitarium for 
Dr. W. H. that he attended and treated her at various 
attacks of malaria, disorders of digestion, nervous — nents, debility, 
a nervous e A 
ane 5 5 
e orm an r continuously. e 
emer, 1) at x in the Adirondacks for treatment 


ford 
Dr. J. C. Young testifies to treating her since 189, and sa; 


Piksi isa typical case eee peo and v. susceptible: to disorder of 
digestion, nervous derangements of jous kin eng as pain, — pee 
and muscular twitchings, 88 faintness, dizziness, an: 
ustion, and me to all the effects o a EER it a dicken for 
her Soan 58 Lai ly, she has become enf for the 
orm N en the ene 


5 
past year scarcely po perf s . —— of the household.” 
In another ner affidavi of Novem Yo states that from date 


Hatfield 


said 
T2 catod a lat latent nt pleurisy, and ti 


N T testifies, November 21, 1895, that she is’ 


lungs for same. 
Hated and her er John G. — — cor with- 
any means or property beyond that eir own present maintenance 
wie t, and none of her near relatives have any means other than their 
Tn views of tho facts presented one ete meritorious agiter should be cared 

Major Hatfield, your committee believe this inv: 5 00 

for by the Government. and earnestly wg 
without amendment. 


Mr. WOOD. For the purpose of perfecting the bill, I offer the 
8 which I send to the — 
The Clerk read as follows: 
After the word “Infantry,” in line 6, insert “and y her a pension.” 
the title of the bill i 

5 soas to read: "A bail granting a pension to 

The amendments were agreed to. 
gore bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 

ouse. 


oF 


EDWARD C. SPOFFORD. 
— 7 next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
30) a pension to Edward C. Spofford. 
othe ill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the — of the Interior be, and he is here 
uthorized and and directed to m the pension zoi tay name of Edward 
Massach: 5 


F, Thir usetts 
to a sergeant of Company honti from and after the passage af 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be a 
The report (by Mr. SULLOWAY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on . whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
to Edward C. Spofford, having carefully considered 


Ps granting a 
The claimant enlisted ul 28, 1802, in Com 5 -fifth Massachu- 
setts Infantry, and was 1 pt a commission as 
second earet Mar in Battery A, First * Artillery, but there 15 
nor record of his mustered in on the same. 
t the battle of South en September 14. 1862, he was wounded in 
the 3 and on 3 1891, he was granted a pension under the general 


law on this accou: 
Since the date ast mentioned the claimant has become parel in right 
— side, and leg, and on August 27, 1894, he filed a claim for increase, alleg 
ing the paralysis to be the result of ‘the wound in head, the pensi disa- 
October 10, 1894, the 8 board reports that the claimant can not 
dress himself, undress ine 8 to the of nature without assist - 


ance; and on e 
aboye disabilities as 


otal disability: 


$36: right 
This was rejected, ho however because the paralysis was not 
as a result of the wound in head, al althou: i he m referee says 
resulted, in all — es from cereb: — — 
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The to the head is thus di bed by the board: 
* above 1 eye a . — ge — 
and to the left ear, 4 inch 


groove in the external ta e entire length of the scar; the groove is one- 


backward 
1 — Is elevated and erent; there is a distinct 
e 
n pressure entire len; sg 


soldie: t 
time a shell bs ageing j È 
concussion. He was taken sron atie battlefield to a 9 structure 
as a hospital, and on this point assistant surgeon of the regiment testifies: 

“He was under my personal a after the wound, at the not a 
said wound pang on the top of the head and partially fracturing 
Tleft him at the hospital, said h tal being a 3 di 1 and yard 
surrounding it. He, with many others, was lying there, while I went on 
py. regiment to Antietam. He was subsequently sent to general hospital a 

ddleton, Md.” 

It is further shown by the 
his home in Massachusetts, where he was confined to his 
months, during four weeks of which he was delirious. At time his e 
a to be affected, and his right shoulder and arm were Paralyzed. 

en he reported to his regiment about January 1, 1863, he could — 
9 gun, and this account he was procured . for 
8 duty. The paral gradually grew better, and did not trouble him 
very much for about thirty F begs when he had the stro W. ch is 
now suffe; „in prac ly the same right arm and shoulder, ly er- 
tit now exists in a greatly vated degree. Hé is now 

t of June 27, 1890. 

most potent reason for not finding 
“the long interval without sym 


l analysis of the f: the is sufficient! made out. It is 
analy: hy 5 y pay on 


tLe Tie EES sauce: ALAE SORAA by E TODE OEI EA tok 
or ea: u a an 
virilit of young tnexihiood, both oy. ch are herein found, 

If there is any doubt at all in ho matey t should be resolved in favor 
the: soldier, and your committee recommend the passage of 

Mr. WOOD. For the purpose of perfecting the bill, I offera 
formal amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 6 strike out the letter s,“ at the end of the word Volunteers,“ and 
insert Infantry.“ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, as I understand this a abe 
this soldier rendered distinguished service. The statement of the 
report is that he enlisted July 26, 1862, and was discharged May 
19, 1863, in order to accept a commission as second lieutenant, but 
it seems there is no record of his having been mustered in upon that 
commission. It is shown, however, that at the battle of Sou 
Mountain he was wounded, and was carried from the field. In 
that and other engagements he appears to have rendered distin- 

ished services as a soldier; he showed himself to be a brave man. 
think, therefore, he deseryes the pension proposed in the bill, 
and I shall vote for it heartily. I hope the bill will pass. 

The question being taken, the bill was laid aside to be reported 
fayorably to the House. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. STEELE having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, by 
Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had disa- 

eed to the amendment of the House of Representatives to the 

ill (S. 2129) granting an increase of pension to Annie E. Nolan, 
asked a further conference with the House on the disagreeing 

otes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr, GALLIN- 

ER, Mr. CANNON, and Mr. MITCHELL of 
ees on the part of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had bills of 
the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was 

uested: 
bill (S. 3525) to provide for an examination and survey of a 
water route from the mouth of the jetties at the city of Galveston. 
Tex., through the channel and up Buffalo Bayou to the city of 
Houston, Tex., and appropriating money therefor; and 

A bill (S. 3477) to remove the charge of desertion from the 
military record of William H. Linton. 

The m also announced that the Senate had passed bills 
of the following titles, with amendments in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested: 

A bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad bridges across the 
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers in Kentucky; and 

A bill (H. R. 9638) making ey amg for the support of 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment bills of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 8413) to confirm certain cash entries of public 


lands; 

A bill (H. R. 6883) to incorporate the Convention of American 
Instructors of the Deaf; è 

A bill (H. R. 4199) to correct the military record of Edward H. 
Munson, late a private of Company H, Twenty-second New York 
Regiment Infantry; and 

A geen bap 596) for the relief of Ellis H. Roberts. 

Mr. . Mr. Speaker, I ask that the Army appropriation 
bill, which has just been returned from the Senate with amend- 


awing r month under the ac 
To the — — of the feree the 


consin as the confer- 


ments, may be taken up now, so that we may disagree to the 
amendments and have a committee of conference appointed, 

ques SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, it will be so 
ordered. 

Mr. HULL. I move that the House disagree—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I submit that the Committee of the Whole 
having risen 3 Journal will not show this action. 
There was no motion that the committee rise, and it has always 
been held irregular for the House to transact any business when 
the Committee of the Whole had simply risen informally. I object 
to q: action requested unless the committee rises regularly by 
motion. 

Mr. HULL. Such action as I now ask has been taken repeat- 
W consent. 

. RICHARDSON. The gentleman is mistaken. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ial order under which 
the House is acting to-day provided, as the Chair understands, for 
conference reports, 

_Mr. RICHARDSON. Where the Committee of the Whole has 
risen without a motion, it has not been usual for the House to take 
action in the way now proposed, Such action could not be jour- 


. HULL. I submit it has always been held that action could 
be taken in this way by unanimous consent. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the opinion of the Chair, it 
can be done by unanimous consent. Is there objection? 
Mr. RICHAR N. I object, unless the Committee of the 


Whole rises é 
The Commi of The Whole resumed its session. 
HANNAH E. RODGERS. 


Tiy a lepe on = 3 G. Kode, was the bill (H. R. 
gran a pension 5 ers. 
The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Interior be, and is hereby, 
directed to place on the pension roll of the United States of America the 
name of Hannah E. e Ma daughter of Josiah Hunt, deceased, 
fo rly of Chautauqua County, State of New York, a soldier of the Revo- 

utionary war, at the rate of 80 per month, according to the rules and reg- 
ons governing pensions. 

The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows; 

siine 8 strike out the word “thirty ” and insert in lieu thereof the word 
u ve.“ 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report. 

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Will not the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. ERDMAN] and other members of the House be satis- 
fied with a statement of this case? This bill proposes to pension 
the daughter of a Revolutionary soldier 

Mr. DMAN. I am afraid the gentleman will not make his 
statement as full as that of the report. I should like to hear the 


report. 

The report (by Mr. LOUDENSLAGER) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1832) 
entitled A bill granting a pension to Hannah E. ome ” beg leave to sub- 
mit the following report, and recommend that a bill do pass with an 


is t Hannah E. rs be placed upon the pension 
roll as the and dependent daughter of Josiah Hunt, who is shown by the 
records of the Pension Bureau to have served three terms of enlistment, 
coyering the entire period from January, 1777, to June, 1783, in the New Jer- 
sey Line, war of the Revolution. During his service he participated in the 
battles eA ord! Hills, Brandywine, Germantown, Monmonth, Green Springs, 
and Yorktown. 
The claimant declares under oath that she is 80 years old and dependent 
upon a son, a wounded veteran of the late war, for support. She resides at 


The testimony . the bill fully establishes her relationship to 
the soldier, and shows that the soldier and his wife have been dead for many 


ears. 
* All the factsare fully substantiated by the testimony on file, and it isstated 
that Bowes mers also rendered service in the war of ; but of this no record 
en secu 

The of the bill is respectfully recommended with an amendment 
8 out the word “t in line 8. and substituting therefor the word 
“twelve,” so as to fix the rating at $12 per month. 

The question being taken, the amendment reported by the com- 
mittee was agreed to. ; 5 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 

JAMES CHARLES CRAMER, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
3714) removing the charge of desertion from the military record 
of James Charles Cramer, 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Soar of War be, and he is horeby, author- 
ized and directed 


to remove the charge of desertion standing ere James 
Charles Cramer, late a private in Company E, One hundred and forty-eighth 


Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and to issue to him an honorable dis- 


charge. 
Mr. McCLELLAN. Let us have the report in that case. 
The report (by Mr. GRIFFIN) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on ! Affairs, to whom was referred the bill tie R. 
8714) removing the charge of desertion from the ames 


tary record of 
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Charles Cramer, having had the same under consideration, would respect- 
fully report thereon as follows: 

It is shown by the records of the War Department that James C. Cremer. 
whose name appears on some records as James C. Cramer, was draf 
from the Twenty-fourth subdistrict of Pennsylvania August 22, 1863, to serve 
three years; that he was received at Carlisle, Pa., rendezvous November 3, 
1863; that he joined Company E, One hundred and torty-eighth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, to which he was assigned, and was present therewith until May 
10, 1864, when he received a slight gunshot wound of left side at the battle of 
Po River, Virginia; that he was admitted to Stanton General Hospi 
Wi n, D. C., May 13, 1864; that he was transferred May 17, 1864, an 
2 plas se ora ut gah ace a MAIK k aag 

t he dese: ere: une 

Applying for removal of cha: of desertion, Cramer declared July 14, 
1888 that he was wounded in the left side at the Po River, V ia. May 10, 
1864; was sent to W. ton, and thence to Satterlee Hospital, West Phi 
delphia, for treatment for a wound; that he went home from said hospital 
and there remained till September, when he returned to his 51 5 5 with 
which he remained until May, 1865, when he went home “all broke upin 
Nerd and Sera. That he was then Cet the datect his alder t able to do but 

and ears; that he was then (at the oi able 0 
head 8 of Bg oe ee mas = re 1 ears.” 

Edwin A. Scott, of Imla Y, ay 01 mpan 
New York Volunteers, under date of March 15. 1888, testified that he met 
applicant in the intrenchments in front of Petersburg, Va., in the latter 
part of November, 1864, applicant being then so deaf that it was difficult to 
converse with him. This affiant also declared that he remembered that 
applicant told him in the intrenchments in front of Petersb in Novem- 
ber, 1864, that he had lately returned to his command from h. ital. 

J. Wesley Allen, M. D., of Altoona, Pa., under date Decem 13, 1888 - 
fied that he treated applicant after the battle of Mine Run, N ovember 20 
aa 210 3 that applicant was also wounded in battle at Po 

ver 5 2 

John F. Sutton, late captain Company E, One hundred and forty-eighth 


lvania Volunteers, under date Jan 1 testified that appli- 
rare ehram) a . wound in battle at b River, y 10, 1864; that he 
went to hospital, and returned to the regiment in October, 1864, remaining 


with it thereafter until the close of the war. 

February 19, 1892, Captain Sutton also stated: 

“Applicant was carried on the rolls as absent wounded till the notice was 
received of his desertion from Satterlee Hospital June 15, 1864; that his roll 
from October 31 to December 31, 1864, shows applicant pone in company; 
that he can not say how the other rolls are, as is so torn he can not © 
out; but be as they may, they are wrong. for the man was present, as he (the 
captain) said in hisaffidavit, which he made from the rolls and the best knowl- 
edge he could of the fact. What makes him, in particular, remember appli- 
cant's case is this, that after applicant's return he had occasion to reduce sev- 
eral noncommissioned officers and he was about to appoint 3 for his 
former good quality as a soldier, but the older 8 began to rebel and he 
reinstated the men. My company was not under command of any 
commissioned officer only part of the time, as we had very few. He was, 
toward the last, in command of the regiment most all the time. This, he 
unka, is mes 3 . the mistake in applicant's case for not being properly 

en up on the rolls.“ 

On March 14, 1892, applicant stated that he was in all e ments with his 
regiment from October, 1864, to the close of the war, and that Dr. Allen gave 
him medical attendance " du the winter and spring of 1865. 

On March 22, 1892, he testified t he got word in June, 1864, at Satterlee 
Hospital, Philadelphia, that his wife and children were lying at the point of 
death; that he tried to get a furlough, but could not; that he then went 
home, but returned to his company and regiment in October, 1864, and served 
thereafter with it, N present in all of the engagements in Which it par- 
ticipated until ag a i 

On August 22, 1804, John Tanner, of Roselawn, Ind., late of Company A, 
Fourteenth New Jersey Volunteers, testified that he became acquainted with 
applicant during the battle of r Creek, Virginia, October 19, 1864, and 

t he (apparaat was so very deaf that affiant could “hardly talk to him.” 

On August 28, 1894, applicant repeated his former testimony as to his 
having rejoined his company. 

The charges of desertion in this case are predicated upon the following 


circumstances: 

First. The soldier left the hospitalat West Philadelphia, Pa., June 6, 1864, 
and went home, but returned to his regiment in September of that year and 
remained until May, 1865. The soldier,in his affidavit, gives as the reason 
for his lea’ the hospital at the time stated, that he received word that his 
wife and children were lying at the point of death; that he tried to geta 
furlough, but could not, and then went home. These facts, standing alone, 
might Justify the charge of a technical desertion, but if we are to credit the 
statement in the affidavit of the beneficiary, it is ap; nt that in leaving 
the hospital desertion was not his p „but rather to visit his family, who 
were ill. The return of the soldier 70 his command in September of the 
same year, and his service until the close of the war, acco: to his cap- 
tain's testimony, negatives the presence of any intention on the of the 
soldier, to desert, and his conduct as to this first charge of desertion does not 
vary much from that of serge! soldiers who, under like circumstances, visited 
their families on account of the illness of some member thereof, but returned 
to their commands, and t whom the e of desertion was never 
entered; and, in the opinion of your committee, the soldier in this case should 
be excused under the circumstances from the t of desertion. 

As to the second charge of desertion, occurring in May, 1865, after the close 
of the war, although the date of the month is not definitely fixed, and not- 
withstanding the fact that the affidavit of the 8 is the only evi- 
dence found showing that he served until May, 1865, if such were a f. he 
atone pe Fs a rom the second charge of desertion under the act of 

In the absence of any proof to the contrary, your committee is inclined to 
give the soldier the benefit of the doubt, if any exists, and recommend that 
the bill do pass. 


During the reading of the above the hammer fell. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time under the rule allowed for debate 
on this bill has expired. 

Mr, McCLELLAN, I ask consent that the rest of the report 
be printed as a part of my remarks, 

here was no objection. 

The entire report is printed above. 

Mr. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, I move that this bill bereported 
to the House with the recommendation that it lie upon the table, 
According to the man’s own admission he was a deserter. 

The motion of Mr. STEELE was agreed to. 


The bill was accordingly laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do lie on the table, 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that the 
committee rise informally for the purpose of nonconcurring in 
the Senate amendments to the Army appropriation bill, and ask a 
conference on the di ing votes of the two Houses on said bill. 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 3 who objected 
to my request a few moments ago, tells me that he would not 
object to this proceeding, and it is necessary, in order to get the 
conference ordered by the Senate this afternoon, that the action of 
the House be m ed back to the Senate promptly. 

The CHAIR . Is there objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 

The committee informally rose; and Mr. STEELE took the chair 
as Speaker pro tempore. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House nonconcur in 
the amendments of the Senate to the Army appropriation bill and 
ask a committee of conference thereon. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro ee er announced the appointment of Mr, 
Hutt, Mr. PARKER, and Mr. McCLELLAN as conferees on the part 
of the House. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair, if there be no objec- 
tion, will correct the reference of a Senate bill. The bill S. 702 
which was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions should 
be referred to the Committee on Pensions, Without objection, 
that order will be made. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
8659) for the relief of John E. Wilbur. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of the 
report in my time. 
; STERLE. Mr. Chairman, I do not believe this bill comes 
within the purview of the order of the House. It is not a deser- 
tion case or a bill for the removal of such a charge. The order 
involves only the consideration of pension bills and bills removing 
charges of desertion. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Does the gentleman make objection? This 
gentleman was dismissed from the Army, but his dismissal was 
practically vacated by President Lincoln. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair is clearly of the opinion that the 
17 not come within the rule; and the Clerk will report the 
nex F 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
989) to amend the military record of Capt. Thomas M. Elliott. 

The CHAIRMAN. This is a bill of the same character as the 
last one, and will be laid aside as not coming within the rule of 


y- 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6686) to correct the military record of Joseph A. Blanchard, late 
first lieutenant of Troop E, First New York Mounted Rifles, 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. McCLELLAN, I ask for the reading of the report in my 


e. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, I raise the pointof order that this 
bill is not in order under the rule. 

Mr. MCCLELLAN. The report will disclose that fact. Iam 
not familiar with the report. 

Mr. HULL. This is a court-martial case, and of course it 
would not be in order. 

Mr. WOOD. It is not a bill for the removal of the charge of 
desertion, but to correct a military record. 

Mr, McCLELLAN. But that correction might be for the re- 
moval of the charge of desertion. 

Mr. HULL. It is not. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Then the bill is not properly in order here. 

The CHAIRMAN. The suggestion of the gentleman from New 
York might be true, but on the face of the bill it is not properly 
within the purview of the rule and, in the opinion of the Chair, is 
not in order. 

The Clerk will report the next bill. 

JULIA D. BEEBE, 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6915) granting a pension to Julia D. Beebe, widow of Frank D. 
Beebe, late assistant surgeon, One hundred and fifty-seventh Regi- 
ment New York Volunteers. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, ete., That the Secre of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll of the United States 


the name of Julia D. Beebe, widow of Frank D. 


Beebe, late assistant surgeon 
of the One hundred and fifty-seventh Senay New York Volunteer 2 
eee $20 per month, to commence from the date of the passage 
0 


Mr. ERDMAN. I ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by Mr. PooLe) was read, as follows: 

on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
e 
8 ED. Bee 


asassistant 9 and fifty-seventh 
New York Volunteers on the 19th of 3 No- 
vember 9, 1853, he having been o T 
become chronic, the records o ne bgp pape showing that he hed on 
a contin eg over three months. — te 26th of Jan 
made application for pension, ntery, result of 
contracted in the Army. Da pees allo 8 cedar 
eam A ril 4, 1883, at the rate of $8.50 per month from the. ate of his eae 
November 10. 1863. On the 15th of July, 1891, Dr. Beebe e 
another claim June a great 
and 
to cease 


de 
nena a a from May 17, 
be died. The amount due under this 


— aria 
Beebe made application Tra see as the widow of Frank D. 
Heche, ‘Au: which claim was rejected T thi 
resulted ted from disease of . — not — 9 — 


completely, and two weeks before death he was confined to the house, two 
da 115 ter to his bed. 


r. Langworthy was the attending aig at the time of the death of 
Dr. Beebe, and made the certificate of eath at the time, from which the 


„B. D. Chase, of aunty, made an affidavit May 6, 1895, in which 
he says that he knew Dr. Beebe in the y and up to the time of death; 
that ok thay yokes hp wes ted him on the board of examining 


Gi for pensions; 
Grea: that several 
tion of Dr. Beebe, and concludes 


ak Gore all those years he suffered greatly from 
times d: those years he made a pe — 


life after his return from the e Army, acknow) 
and in view of all the 9 
question but that Dr. Frank D. 
E e r ee eo 
thereof the “seventeen.” & 58 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendments I send 
to the desk to perfect this bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

s * inse “ 
eee 
80 a8 to read: “A bill granting a pension to Julia B. Beebe. 

The amendments were agreed to 
The question being taken on the amendment recommended by 
the committee, it was to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 
SHUBAEL GOULD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1310) 
granting an increase of pension to Shubael Gould. 
Tre bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That beige — of the Interior be, and he is 8 
thorized and and directed to 


au 5 roll, ee a to the 

sions and 8 of the the pensi m 1 he name of Shu Gould, raf a 

private in Company G t Vermont teer — and 

pay piy ain a pension at kae rate of $50 per month, 1 lieu of that he is now 
g. 


The CHAIRMAN. Shall the bill be laid aside with a favorable 
recommendation? 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read. 
tied CHAIRMAN, The report will be read in the gentleman's 

e. 
The report (by Mr. SuLLoway) was read, as follows: 
* Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2 
rod. the 33 thos 5 mitted Ea th their own, 
snd respectfully recommend the passage of ea 
[Senate report No. 127, Fifty-fourth Congress, first men 


The claimant under this bil lenlisted December 24, 1863, and 

June 28, 1865. He was 8 at = r month for 3 of right 
which was 55 o E ana $30, the ble causes 
being stated on these occasions as disease of ore an pa — — 
He applied for further 3 wk the ground that th: 
then e: condition was dace in part to other cansos: 

T condition, Seon 
attendance person, one being and 
heart's action distur In his behalf ne E ecntended thet condition is 


due to the . 
Bureau took he ground that the paralysis was cerebral pore band pm 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 
JOHN NICHOLS. 
oon next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 638) 
an increase of to John Nichols. 


was read, as follows: 
8 u 3 etc., That the Interior be, cog tr is hereby, 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. 3 let = have the report. 
The CHAIRMAN, The report will be read. 
The report 3 ANDREWS) yu read, as follows: 


boars Report No. 159, Fifty-fourth Congress, first planing 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 638) gran 
** —— 1 ) t 


ing an same and 
e claimant served I, 2e Beg and el 
S 
uty a he received, on a ot 
through thi tholett shoulder, the nig 1 
the shoulder blade, for which disa ty is now wee cn of $4 
8 ‘He has made several a} that his 
F y unable 


mputated, e tot 
ee peras im for increase was re; 


msldered 


as, ion of the referee, his disabilities were not co: 
sufficient to entitle him to this 
“perform any man 


sof his physician opel neighbors, is now 

nal labor said gunshot wound 

webs To at to dress 

3 nd, whi renders the left arm use- 

Tess and 8 to the loss of arm rat t — shoulder joint; that said wound 

open the left lung, and causes entire loss of voice at times. 

In the opinion of your ittee the disa enumerated from 

JJ... entitas ean $e tha Tatie OF the total disabilit: 

of loss of use of arm, which is $36 per month, and the passage of the bill is 
therefore recommended. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 
GEORGE B. CUSTER. 

The next business 8 PENO e Was me wn con 1806) 
anting a pension rge B. Custer, 0 mpan 
f. 8 Regiment Indiana Volunteer Takantry a 

bill was read, as follows: 


Bei ge ng hee SOOT of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


authorized and directed to place u nsion roll the name of Geo 

Custer, late H Seventy. Third Regiment Indiana Fe 
Infantry, aod pay pay hi Somes month, said to be for in- 

Joner to cant d, rig 1 in service and line 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report. 
The CHAIRMAN. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. PickLER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill 115 1808) 
fr tho ea a pension to George B. Custer, having carefully considered the facts 
he — respectfully re $ 
tion for on in this case was filed t, Geo: 
B. 88 November 3, 1879, under = act of July 14, at tor inder 4 — ringuries to 
right hand, right foot, and right ankle. The claim was the Pen. 
sion Bureau on the d that the claimant had failed in — 2 of 
juries in the * of — 75 
o facts of the case, from the evidence filed by claimant and the reports 
of the yarious special examiners, are as follows: 
The claimant, George B. Custer, is a Mexican war veteran and is now draw- 
a pension of $$ per month for services in that war. 
enlisted in the Seventy-third Indiana Volunteer Infan for the war 
2 robellion July 1 and served until mustered out, July 1. 


1, 1865. 
his application for pension that ho incurred sert: 
ous injuries to his ht hand, right f ‘oot, and ankle while in service 


aie That the said injuries were incurred in February, 1863, Exit bs 
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TOs OD Gail Mor VIoS pane Pno? OETA t he was the onl; detailed 
from his company on such duty, and tha ——— members 5 
neer corps were rs to him. That in F Ne 
55 nk, near 5 
across a 
— ny a to raise a bent helping to o lift thet the timber 
the other men fot goand the we t of the heavy tim 
came Seen en TARI and, a ee 3 pany De to the d mber 
Pr in handspike and his righ bt underneath and badly 
rds of the War Department show that in Marchand April, 1863, he 
wasin h tal, but the nature of his disability is no t stated. 
The tes shows claimant was an able- 


ny W healthy man at 
enlistment, and ween without injury up to the time he was detached from his 
company for detail in pi 

The lieutenant 


lent soldier, fai in t eee and one of the most 
reliable men he ever knew. That he remembers fared to tho eo 8 
—.— duty in the pioneer Beet gor 2 when poor A 8 the compan; 
wally corgi members distinct Boes 
not! 8 at 52 i — were, Se claimant th 
1 ering from varicose veins in 
shown him. That shortly after c t's return ieee 
ment was ordered off on a raid and oe. t was left tment 
. injuries. He also remembers claimant was re to the com- 
he was unfit for dut; t on the raid 


in the pioneer corps co; 
er ading to deponent was — pi i for nineteen months 


1 . Seventy-third Indiana Yolunteer Infantry, 
ven 
tectities that he! he know 0 5 H 0 1 disabili ty $ bs 
ble-bodied, healthy A of an: 
vi and does not remember condition at 5 claim- 
ury, but does not 


Lieut. Wilson Daily, of Opay. Seventy ty-third Sew Volunteer 
as o priy. 


fan „who had servei 8 eee eee that 
niet manded 2 n apen Aa for ae oe så absence of officers; 
that he knew t well, and tha soldier, always for 
duty until he met tha acer 3 w th 


e t of 
Te claimant oomplatn. 
discharge in 1865. 


of injuries. Has not seen claimant sin 
veral comrades ae uries in a vagu. way; 
case is pee of the 3 of Ran 
and since his 


rest of the evidence 
Annies oo 2 tablish ori 
not o h of cia es 
in ems A still, in a gene: Send i confirms . of claimant's ag 
Twelve special 9 


report the case as merito; 
as devoid of merit. 


seven of whi 
two report tas Si ar merit, and three 


o certificates of the different boards of examining surgeons before 
whom the „ has 57 times been ordered show the existence of 
the injuries as all t and his consequent disability, and 5 


of eig en pap eo 
Po 55 eee 6 walks 


MAS. Mr. Chairman, I offer the following amend- 
ments, to perfect the bill. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Aae he fs nom out all after the word “months” and add “in lieu of the 
ep ene heis now title so as to read: “An act ting an increase of pension to 
title so 
.* A. Oae ex z 
The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


HENRY MACKRILL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar heh pha bill (H. R. 
8690) restoring a pension to Henry Mackvill, alias Mackey. 
The bill was read, as follows:. 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the 8 be, and he: — 
aoe and ted to place or 9 the e X 
H Mackey, a late PAo, PE f the t pito 8 


oo big uring Be war of re * op, an 
on o r month on account of catarrh, l 
aas; an disease of rectum, d 


f d necessary resul 

provisions and limita‘ 8 tions of the — pension laws. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendments: 

Strike out the words or reinstate in line 4; substitute the 
rill” for * in line 6; strike pid the word “fifteen” in » 
peers “twelve in lieu thereof, and strike out all after the word moat 
arse, amend t the title of Ma 50 as to read: “Granting a pension to Henry 

Mr. ERDMAN. Lett us have the report. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
ERDMAN] demands the reading of the report. 

The report by (Mr. KIRKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 


88800 f ees on Invalid Pensions, to whom =o 8 the bill (H. 


a pension to Henry „late lan 
man 9000) pron he e 5 155 ee, Navy, Raving carefully . alf oh e facts and 
circumstances ted, res ully report as follows: 
yee Auditor t for tl the Navy 


res a food ata says: 
= aces on the rolls of the Princeton, 1 1804. and served to 


dsman, enlisted at the naval station at Chicago, and 
ig as lan 
ton as o) 
Fanta ee crete 


XXIX—60 


a Boney Make priate Commany p, Ninth Mississippi Infantry, 0.8. 
enlisted April II. at Vicksburg 88 for r teat | 
on to A 3 — October H. ‘al mont sic since 
28 20, 1863, by 8 Williams December 81, 1868. onh mint, 
ing in action since day after Ri November 25, 1868. 
er aoet ff Name not found on rolls of — date. Nature of disabili 

war ow Henry Mackeral, Compan: 

Ninth Mis Infantry, ca) OPT Donation ih ie whee, overnber 
at Rock III., December 13, where he 

the Uni States Navy, and sent to naval rendezvous, Camp Douglas, 


January 25, 
Claimant alleges that at breaking out of the war he wasa British subject, 
in cu ‘ood on the Lower 


and engaged wi pi; that the floods 
washi word Sy . and it was im cable to * — en, jt me or even 
anything to eat an 3 tho 
ings he enlisted in e Confedera Stat a Ke b ge Lawa 
opportunity, which came at battle of 

others surrend: one Union soldier. 

en he enlisted a United States — 1 £44 he asked to eee name put 
on rolls as gas. for fear that he migh’ risoner; 


ey; he had 


8 8 


ae lied for pension un 8 
ap 1891, and with the latter an affidavit 


service. His ion was der f. ll. at e month from 

5 25, 1890, for “ catarr! of rectum, kidne: eyes,” 
© was from rolls for “ Ke bg fer September 1895, under 
authority of ion 4716, Revised Stai 1 8 Aat 1 y aided or 

abetted re on t the iy wer Soest oP the United S 

There is no qu this case but that the applicant Sed disabled for per- 
labor. The Toad of e: ms at da, 
aiy 15, 1891, rated — 5 four-eighteenths for nervous ¢ ity, six-eighteenths 
for 5 ost-nasal e two-eighteenths for eyes, . 
1 Gp and four-eighteenths for piles, and his dien ve progressed 


sine th — of the act of June 27, N which prevailed several —— 
8 objection, while the Gm vee = me 7 — in sessi: 


days’ service and an — aischarg one 
vious loyalty, were the uisites to that ach, 
ve s bo just 


ve or a to which vous panonna o believe 
entitled, he ee served more than one and 
onora 
therefore recommend the CEES fol- 


the words “or reinstate" inline 4; substitute the name Mack, 

In line 5; strike out the word “fifteen” in line 7 and 

2 8 S 55 in lieu thereof, and strike out all after the word “ month,” 
eee fo rendi “ Gran a to 

Also, ting pension Henry 


ents CHAIRMAN. aeh question is on the committee amend- 
ments. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
In line 6, after the word service,“ insert on U. S. S. Ticonderoga.” 


ent Was to. 

Mr. TALBERT. M. Catrin, it seems to me this is a very 
singular kind of an individadl f He is a British subject, then an 
American; first a Confederate and then a Federal, and finally he 

changed his name two or three times. It seems to me the matter 
ought to be „ This is a matter for the Pension 
x Mr. TATOH. ir I wish to that he 
Mr. Chairman, I say hangol 
his name because he feared that if he ena again captuređ by the 
9 it would be worse for him. 
Mr. TALBERT, I submit, Mr. Chairman, that this matter 
ought to be laid over for further ee apap 
Mr. HATCH, This man came from gland to this country 


nothing in regard to the great questions that were at 
et ore the people. He was cutting wood on the Lower Mis- 
sissippi. The floods came and carried away his wood, and as there 


= no opportunity for obtaining employment he joined the Con- 
erate 
Mr. TALBERT. How do you know whether it was this fellow 


or the other fellow? 
Mr. HATCH. It gives his name here. 
Mr. TALBERT. Yes; but he changed his name so often that 


, | you can not catch up with him. I think the matter ought to be 

Mair ated further, 
OMAS. This man is thoroughly identified by 

roar once admitted as a pensioner at $12a month. Under me 2 


ferent construction of the law his name was drop from the 
fous His identification is certainly complete, and we need not 
1 5 bill aside for the pi e of identifying the beneficiary. 
DOOCKERY. I think he is sufficiently identified. 


Mr. THOMAS. His case is certainly before us on its merits. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HATCH] 
has the floor, 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Chairman, this is merely a reinstatemen 
This man drew a pension for five years under the act of 18 
s ee or the year before last, he was dropped from the opion 
pa he had been in the Confederate service. At 
made eee for the pension he made an affidavit that the 
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had been in the Confederate service. I think he is sufficiently 
identified in the Pension Office. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I do not think that is the 
trouble in this case at all. I think this case is fully identified. I 
am satisfied he served in the Confederate army, because I remem- 
ber when we had this case before the House some days since it 
Was shown that he had been in the Confederate army for more 
than twelve months; also that he was a subject of Great Britain, 
aoe later on he changed his views and entered the Army of the 

nion. 

Mr. LOUD. How do you know that he changed his views? 

Mr. DOCKERY, I accept the suggestion of the gentleman from 
California. He changed his service. I suggest to my friends on 
the other side, if you are to inaugurate the policy of pensioning 
ex-Confederates, it seems that you should begin with worthy 
cases. The report shows this spphoani to be unworthy. . 

The CHAIRMAN. Time for debate against the bill is exhausted. 

Mr. LOUD. We were berry See it. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!” 

Mr. DOCKERY. I hope the House will not pass this bi 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the adoption of the 
amendments recommended by the committee. 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is onlaying the bill aside with 
a favorable recommendation. 

The question was taken; and the Chairman announced that 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. TALBERT. Division, Mr. Chairman. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 65; noes 26. 

So the bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to give notice that I 
reg ask for a yea-and-nay vote in the House on the passage of this 


PETER J. CLAASSEN, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
2221) granting an increase of ion to Peter J. Claassen. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. Mr. i this bill was introduced by 
my colleague [Mr. HURLEY] and was reported My myself. Since 
it has been reported the beneficiary has died. I therefore move 
that the bili be reported to the House with the recommendation 
that it lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MARY FORWARD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4930) granting a pension to Mary Forward. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mary Forward, of Allegan, 
Mich., widow of Charles Branch, late of Company O, d Michigan Cavalry 
Volunteers, and pay her a pension of $12 per month. 


Mr. TALBERT. I ask for the reading of the report, Mr. 
Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN, The report will be read in the gentleman's 


e. 
The report (by Mr. THomas) was read, as follows: 


The 98 =, . 8 whom was s neha Lael ea bill (H. R. 
4930) gran a pension y Forwa: re £ 

This claimant was married December 24, 1855, to Charles 8 who served 
in Company I, Tenth Veteran Reserve Corps, and who died March 24, 1805. 
She was pensioned as his widow until October 7, 1866, when she was in 
married, this time to Joseph Forward, who died December 22,1891. The 
claimant is now old, bled, and needy. She was the wife of the soldier 
suring the war, and cared for their three children during his absence in the 


nii view of these facts, your committee are of opinion that this woman should 
not be left to suffer in her age and decrepitude. In co; uence of her re- 
marriage the Government was relieved from the payment of about $2,300, the 
amount she would have received aS eee from date of her remarriage to 
the present time had she not rem: ed. 

Your committee are of opinion that she should be again pensioned, and 
recommend the passage of bill with an amendment, striking out the words 
“of Allegan, Mich.,“ and inserting in lieu thereof the words formerly the.“ 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I submit that if this claim is 
passed it will be a direct violation of the law, which says that 
when a widow remarries she thereby forfeits all her claim to a 
pension. Here is a bill asking that a lady who has remarried 
shall receive a pension. In consequence of her remarriage she is 
not entitled to a pension. The reasons given for granting her 
this pension are that she is poor and needy. There area great 
many others in our country who are in the same fix. I submit, 
sir, that this bill ought not to pass. 

The question was taken on agreeing to the ameadment recom- 
mended by the committee; and the Chairman announced that the 
ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. TALBERT. Division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 41, noes 4. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question was taken on ordering the bill as amended to be 


laid aside with a favorable report; and the Chairman announced 
that the syon seemed to have it. 
Mr. TALBERT. Division, Mr. Chairman. 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 52, noes 16. 
So the bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 
ELIZABETH A. MARTHON. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
5764) granting a pension to Elizabeth A. Marthon. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Beit ted, etc., That the Secre 
E 
mmande 
in lieu of the pension she is soe receiving. PIER Ae Ree ne 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have Mie repari read, 
5 CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the time of the 
gentleman. 
The report (by Mr. HALTERMAN) was read, as follows: 
The Committee Pensi: 
Si a r e 


submit the follo and recommend that said bill d R 
. 1 wing report, o pass, with 


The claimant is the widow of Joseph Marthon, late alieutenant-commander 
United States Navy, whose service i as a seaman September 90. 1801. 
He was subsequently promoted through the several grades to the rank of 
master, which he held when rege discharged December 31, 1865. 
He was reappointed acting master April 19, 1866, and was subsequently pro- 
moted for valuable and meritorious service, until he finally attained the 
rank of lieutenant-commander July 1, 1882. His death occurred while still 
on the active list and from causes originating in the service at Shanghai 
China, November 19, 1891, and his widow is now receiving the pension d 80 
per month allowed by the general laws to the widows of lieutenant-com- 
manders who die from causes of service origin. 
The following statement of Hon. S. L. — member of Congress, 
shows the facts upon which your committee bases its favorable recommenda- 


tion: 
WASHINGTON, D. O., March 9, 1896. 


Mrs. Marthon is a native of Belfast, Me., the city in which I reside. I 
have known her since she was a girl, and knew her family, which was one of 
the prominent old families of Belfast. I knew her husband. Lieut. Com- 
mander Joseph Marthon, when he was alive. Since his death the little prop- 
erty which he left has suffered such losses that she is dependent almost 
en y upon her pension for the support of herself, and her husband's 


mother and maiden sister also. 
S. L. MILLIKEN, Member of Congress, 

JSV 

e © so as s an 
Elizabeth D. Marthon,” and strike out the initia a? OL 7 beteg it 8 to 
claimant’s name in the body of the bill and substitute therefor the initial 
D.;“ also strike out the word “seventy-five,” in line 6, and substitute there- 
for the word “ fifty,” so as to fix the ra at $50 per month. 

The amendments recommended by the committee were agreed to, 

Mr. MILNES. Mr. i n, this officer whose widow it is 
8 to pension would rank as lieutenant-colonel in the Army, 

t is proposed adh 9 her a peor on at the rate of $50 a month. 
Before voting for this bill, I should like to learn some good rea- 
2 why we should pay $50 a month to the widow of a lieutenant- 
colone 

Mr. BRODERICK. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Maine 

. MILLIKEN] and the gentleman from Pennsylvania Mr. 

Rosius] understand this question, and had e ted to be here 
to 7 — the bill. The gentleman from Pennsylvania is ill, and 
the other gentleman is not in his seat. I have some information 
about the matter, but not much aside from what appears in the 
report. The report says that this officer was in the service during 
the entire war, and from the promotions that were made he evi- 
dently was a good officer. He was in the service when he died, 
He resigned soon after the war closed, and within a year was 
e ee and given the position he held when he resigned. I 
say 1 think it is clearly shown by the report that he was a good 
officer. His widow is a meritorious lady and is entitled to the 
pension, I was asked, if these gentlemen were not present, to say 
something of this claim; but I know little beyond what is given in 
the report. 

Mr. MILNES. Now, Mr. Chairman, there is no question about 
the meritorious service of the husband of this lady; but it does 
seem to be a question of paying $50 a month to the widow of an 
officer of that rank. We have given $50 and $75 and in some 
cases $100 a month pension to widows of generals, those who have 
attained the rank of brigadier-general and major-general in the 
Regular Army. If this man had been in the Army, he would have 
had the rank of lieutenant-colonel. This lady is now receivin 
$30 a month, and that is all she ought to ask in all fairness,i 
seems tome. I move to amend by striking out fifty ” and insert- 
ing thirty.“ y 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion comes too late, the amendments 
of the committee having been adopted. 

Mr. HALTERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I wish to say in regard 
to this case that it isa most meritorious one. This lieutenant- 
commander enlisted in the Navy in 1861 as a common seaman, and 
advanced step by step until at the time of the taking of Mobile he 
became an acting master, and for meritorious conduct was made 
a 33 master. He served a howitzer in the maintop While 
Admiral Farragut was in the shrouds, He was promoted for 


1897. 


bravery on that occasion. He remained in the service until his 
death. In the Chinese waters he contracted the malarious dis- 
ease from which he died. His widow now supports his aged 
mother, who is an inyalid and a paralytic, and I think that this 
lady is entitled to an increase of her pension to 850 a ment. 

r. LOUDENSLAGER. Mr. Chairman, I hope the House will 
give this case fair consideration. The committee have endeay- 
ored to be conservative in their action on this bill granting to this 
widow a pension of 850 a month, which is from $25 to $50 less than 
would be justified by several precedents. Even in this Congress 
we have passed bills at the rate of $75 and $100 per month—$75 ina 
case where the rank of the officer was only equal to that of this 
lieutenant-commander. The service which he rendered to his 
Government entitles his widow to receive at least fair and equi- 
table treatment, and I trust that the Committee of the Whole will 

ort this bill to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

r. CURTIS of New York. Mr. Chairman, I rise for the pur- 
pose of correcting a remark of my friend Mr. Mil xks, which I 
think was made without due deliberation, that the rank of this 
naval officer would correspond to that of a lieutenant-colonel. 

Mr. MILNES. Lieutenant-commander. e 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. As I understand the matter, his 
rank would be that of captain. The fact that this man rose from 
the forecastle to the position that he occupied at the time of his 
death is a consideration which must appeal strongly to this House 
when called on to recognize his merits as an officer, and, as the 
chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pensions has said, I believe 
the pension in this case should be retained at the figure named in 
the bill, especially as it will be, even at that figure, below many 
other pensions that have been granted in similar cases. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 

HANS JOHNSON. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1495) 
granting a pension to Hans Johnson. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pensior roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Johnson, late corporal 
of Company I, Twenty-seventh Regiment Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and to 
pay sai 8 at the rate of $50 per month from and after the date of the 


passage of this act. 


nsion, in sums yaryin; 
to er Age 1890, when his a 


d 
when h tered the service, and continued so until attacked by dysentery, 
en he en y y 5 Ty, 
8 developed while in the service. 


twelve physicians of the best repute, residing in the claimant's city an 

county, and covering all the years between 1868 to 1896, such re bay apis haying 
either attended him professionally or certified to his condition as members 
of pension examination boards. disabilities since the war and their pro- 
gressive character are also testified to by the claimant's neighbors and asso- 


ciates, among whom is the name of ex-Gov. Lucius F. Hub! . The Hon. 
O. K. Davis, Senator, has also stated to the committee his personal ee 


to the high character of the claimant, and of the progress of his disab 
within his observation. The sum of all this testimony is that the disease of 
the eyes now amounts practically to total blindness; or, in the language of 
N. Juell, M. D., of the claimant's city, Red Wing, Minn.: 

N. Juell, being duly sworn, on oath says that he is duly licensed and prac- 
ticing physician in the said State and residing at the city of Red Wing, in 
said State; that he has examined the eyes of Hans Johnson (late of Company 
I. Twenty-seventh Iowa Regiment Volunteers), and that he finds a central 
atrophic coroido-retinitis involving both eyes; the central field of vision is 
entirely obliterated, so that he can not see the sun. In the marginal field he 
can see objects when placed in a strong light, but not sufficiently clear to 
count his fingers; as a consequence he is ost totally blind, and has to 

ide himself with a stick when walking. The disease is gradually progress- 


Enis affidavit is dated January 7. 1896, and represents the claimant's pres- 
ent condition. It isa condition of utter helplessness, and entitles the e - 
ant to a substantial increase beyond that which he is now receiving. 

Your committee therefore approve the bill and recommend its 
after being amended by striking out the word “seventy-two,” in line 8, =a 
substituting therefor the word “fifty.” 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr, Chairman, in order to perfect the bill, I 
move to amend by inserting after the word Johnson,” in line 8, 
the words “a pension.” 

The amendment wasa d to, 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 


ROBERT KIRACOFE, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1017) 
granting a pension to Robert Kiracofe. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it e etc., That the Secre 
authorized and directed to place on the 
Kiracofe, late a private in Company G, Ei, 


and pay 
18 now rT 


The report (by Mr. LAYTON) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1017) 
ting a pension to Robert Kiracofe, having carefully considered the facts 


the ctfully report: 
August A. 1862, thec nt enlisted in S G. Eighty- first Ohio 
y 


of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
msion roll the name of Robert 

ty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 

him a pension at the rate of $12 per month, in lieu of the amount 


y 27, ce he applied ging catarrh, deafness, rheuma- 
tism, and resulting of heart, contracted in line of duty, in addition to 
i ed. e testimony of four com- 


of heart, two-eighteenths. ES a 
und of “no record in the War ent; no medical testimony show- 
treatment in the service or at harge, an 


nce coe Soler not 
in the service and continuance since discha 68. 
be filed under the act of June 27, 1890, alleging 

rheumatism, disease of heart, catarrh, deafness, and disease of eyes. 
Au 15, 1894, the report of the e ing board shows that the claimant 
is bled “ equivalent to the loss of a leg at the knee for manual labor.” 
March 2, 1896, he was granted a pension of $6 under said act, for rheumatism 
and disease of heart, the other disabilities alleged not being considered, on 
the pron of “no ratable 3 

The medical and lay evidence in the case shows that the soldier is disabled 
for the 3288 of manual labor, and your committee are of opinion 
that he is entitled to the maximum rate under the act of June 27, | as 
fixed by the bill which passed the Senate February 19, 1896. 

Your committee therefore respectfully recommend its passage. 


Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, the question in this case is 
whether we ought to be guided by the report of the regular exam- 
ining board or by medical and lay evidence coming from outside, 
The report of the regular board says that— 


The claimant is disabled “equivalent to the loss of a at the knee for 

teda panon of $6 under said act, 
he other n bilities alleged not being 
y- 


cient to establish ori 
Thereafter, on June 6, 


The medical and lay evidence in this case is to the effect that 
the soldier is disabled for the 8 of manual labor, and 
the committee on that ground recommend this pension. Now 
the question is, Which ought we to be guided by, the report of the 
official board, or outside testimony given gratuitously? 

Mr. LAYTON. Mr. Chairman, in answer to the gentleman 
from South Carolina, I will state to him that if this committee 
were to be governed by the report of the examining surgeons this 
applicant would be entitled to considerable more pension than the 
amount provided in the bill, Further, I call his attention to the 
fact that the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House would 
have recommended giving this applicant the full amount that he 
would be entitled to under the law, according to the report of the 
last board of examining surgeons, had it not been for the fact that 
the Senate bill had fixing the pension $12 a month, and the 
committee did not desire toimperil the bill by submitting another 
amendment which might result in defeating its . Accord- 
ing to the report of the last i oy board this man's disability 
is equivalent to the loss of a leg below the knee, which, under 
existing law, would give him a pension considerably more than 
$12 a month. 

A MEMBER. It would entitle him to $36 a month. 

Mr. LAYTON. Yes; he would be entitled according to the 
official report of the board of examiners to $36 a month, but as 
the Senate had passed this bill pensioning him at the rate of $12, 
the House committee thought it unwise to hazard the passage of 
the bill at this session by proposing to increase the amount, and 
therefore decided to adopt the Senate bill. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

ELLEN DAY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
6803) granting a pension to Ellen Day. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Ellen Da; 
stepmother of Albert L. Day, late private in Company K, Fifth Regim 
Ohio Infantry, at the rate of Sie per month, 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. LAYTON) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
6803) granting a pension to Ellen Day, 1 of Albert L. Day, having 
carefully considered the same, reports as follows: 

The soldier, Albert L. Day, enlisted and was duly enrolled as a private of 
ay I, First Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantr , April 20, 1861, and was 
killed in battle at ar Mountain August 9, 1862. He was never married. 

Theclaimant, Ellen Day. was duly married to Berry Day, the father of said 
soldier, on the 17th day of August, 1847, at which time tho said soldier was 
but 18 months old. From this time until the day of his enlistment she always 
treated him with the utmost kindness, the same as if he was her own son, and 
he always exhibited the test fondness and affection for her. 

Said Berry Day, the father of said soldier, filed an application tor ponsi 
as the dependent father June 17, 1885, but his claim was rejected ch 1. 


Y, 
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eee ee Subsequently, 5 
oved J ted —.— month, which 
gf eR sn ie eath, whch y aa — 


5 is therefore of the opinion that this stepmother should. 
in tha spirit o of the la others of ‘be 


88 eee the paaga nr the — 5 with Kek Hares > senaren E P 
y” 1 in fifth 


The eee recommended in the last paragraph of the 


e wer 

The bil l to be reported to the Hose with the rec- 

ommendation oes iat hae pee 
MAJ. GEN. JULIUS H. STAHEL. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4534) to increase the pension of Maj. Gen. Julius H. Stahel. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. I move tosubstitute Senate bill 
No. 1694, which is the same as the House bill. 

The motion was agreed to 

The Senate bill was read, as follows: 

hi oN Ny er San Wee eee * 


authorized 
e ral of volunteers in the Union 5 222802 
op opt Bete in lieu of what he now receives, from and after the passage 


“The report on the House bill (by Mr. MILxs) is as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
4534) to increase the pension of Maj. Gen. Julius SEER AER EY aye 


considered the same, respectfully report: 
Julius H. H. Stahel is a native of Hungary, who f t in the upris- 
ing of 1848 and 1849, and after the suppression of t movement 83 
e United States, where he was in pu on of a newspaper 


and enlisted, 
tod d April zs for meritorious 


of and o! 
To wae e and organizing troops, on court-martial duty, and con- 
tinued on such until February 8. 1865, when, owing to ill heaith, he resigned. 


General Stahel was W one of the most gallant soldiers who 
f Oficial ef the Rebellion, a few 
bear ample testimony to the 


8 It was 
the Eighth N. 


sees: Regiment tw 
completely checked advance and pursuit of the Army. 
At o second battle of Bull Run he distinguished hi „ and was 


sions, and on one occasion cap 
President Lincoln — br ‘General Stahel 


of the From the tne he a 


through, an ned pane paring oe ee 

— the lines ‘On this oconsion ‘he pro proved himself not only a gallant 
soldier, cinch cof good organizer, as will be seen from General Hein 8 
letter, wherein h 


e said: 
“I have seen General Poena and many officers of his co: and 
W . ualifed of the id condi- 
N 


lowing referen : 
wi "oforence to him in Bis jetter ip General Hallock of Jang i 150 o, 
ment he displayed excellent of coolness and 
for the final happy result the coun 
eee ee 


— * Lar close of 3 er he e a) y 
service, and re: such service when, in conse- 
ence 55 ill health engendered by disease 2 the Army, he was 

Ow iis services as consul were appreciated is shown by the following let- 
ter from Secretary Bayard 


DEPARTMENT or STATE, Washington, October 24, 1885. 
My Dear SIR: ‘of consul general at Shanghal and make unfelgned expres 


regret FF services of so 
a d faithful an officer. isi aate to say how much my regret 


y the cause of your nes: 
The record of your public service ee eras I — trust 
Dara gor you may fany toore De have lost, and 
enjoy an ample and p: r 
Very respectfully, — sed gae 


BR 
1155 
r 
2 85 


T. F. BAYARD. 

Gen. JULIUS STAHEL. 
5 recove: his health he secured a business position in the 
ts, ay of York, in which he continued until recurrin 
of old his final 


General Stahel many thanks from 
offi ding Generals McCle! Schenck, Hunter, 
set out in extensoin Re o. 1089, third 
session, to w! reference is hereby made. 
He is now 70 and in need of the increase asked for. 


the fact that — 2 8 — saved ee thousands 
ago. when he could have obtained the — it 8 fet ante 
gallant soidier should receive liberal treatment in his old age. 
Your committee therefore respectfully recommend the passage of the bill. 
The Senate bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 
The Honse bill was, by unanimous consent, laid on the table. 
BETSEY J. WEBBER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 178) 
granti a pension to Betsey J. Webber. 
was read, as follows: 
Sie ra De ete, ge ESRT E O TIOE LAA ar giro 4 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the gene 
F e aoa 
ment Infantry Volunteers. 
The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 
In line 6, before the word “ mother.“ insert the word dependent.“ 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report. 
The report (by Mr. SULLOWAY) was 5 as follows: 


msidered the same, 


sap tis wocompany Senate report ve 43) as their o and respecte 
fully recommen of the bill with the followin, eee 
Hy recommend th pas “mother,” insert the word ndent.** 
[Senate canter No. 133, eee, Congress, first session.] 
The Committee whom was referred the bill 7 178) grant- 
the same and report: 


ing a peusion to Betsey y Y. We bon have examined 

tis the dependent mother of Otis Webber, late private of Company 

A Twenty-ninth Maine Volunteer Infant Soldier served from September 
12. 1863, to August 22, 1865. There is mu evidence. rer file to show that he 

received a sunstroke while in the line of duty, and it is conclusively shown 

that he exhibited aberrations of mind continua'ly from the date of his return 


home to the time of his death, which occurred May 9, 1894, from drowning 
1 It is 


also made to appear, by numerous affidavits, that soldier, 


ee servica —— 3 able 22 work after his — con- 
earnings toward the support father and mother, 
in destitute circumstances. eatery 


TT tion, addressed to Hon. WILLIAM P. FRYE, sets 
Eapana i E aG phe niger got tag and that they are subjects 
07 T parle men 


e mother filed a claim for pension under the act of June 27, 1890, which 
ejected on the ground that soldier's death by drowning was not due to 


and 
Long —.— a strict inter- 
pretation of the law. Butit — bo borne ti in mind bat the ‘soldier's men- 
tal condition, which induced to commit suicide, was probably the result 


In 
e aragi A p to mmaa a gre 
sick and destitute, recommend favorable action on the bill. 


The amendmen by the committee was agreed to. 
ü wan daid ealia to bo coerecd terneriay ts 


the House. 
RICHARD WILCOXTON. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
bar Raed pin Richard Wilcoxton for services in the late war. 
read, 3 


of Co 5 
severe disabilities recel cone 
allow in the United E 12 ot gi th, commencing e me ee the 12th 
TS mom on e 
day of August, 1890. Re. 


3 reported by the committee were read, as fol- 


Strike pen — e “for — 


late war.“ 
33 eee er meritorious services, for 
severo disabilities and disease contracted by him while in the United 


States during the 8 
Strike out of lines 10 and 11 the following: commencing on the 12th day 
of August, 1890.” 


The amendments were agreed to. 
Mr. THOMAS. Iask the adoption of the amendment which I 
send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
3 strike out the word “ allow” and insert “ pay; so as to read pa 
a pension. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear 3 
bees report (by Mr. KERR) was follows: 

Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
l 0 Somer Richard Wilcoxton, submit the follo 


o committee, after careful examination of following report the facts to ba 
substantially as follows: 
The soldier was a 5 in 8 G, First Ohio Heavy Artillery, and 


was honorably discharged from 
He Bled his lain for De Pension, under the act of 1890, on ration, disease of 


The clai d 
F * 
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with the contention that the med- 

6 This board reported “no 

rating.” The 3 was affirm Kin 

pension under the old law, which claim is still d- 
1892, he ä 


From this decision an a ee ae 


medical and 
pepon that he had following disabilities and was entitled to the fol- 
hteenths; for rheumatism, four- 


2 —.. a ths. Under fi 
mths, and for n ormer 
ef the Pension Bureau this would entitle soldier to $12 per month under 


laps 9 — are of the opinion that the e should have $12 per 
month in to ers | under said law of 1890, and therefore recommend 


the 1 — o: the following amendments, viz: 

S out of title “for services in the late war.” 

Strike out of lines 6, 7, . For meritorious services, for 
severe disabilities received. and disease contracted by him while in the United 
States service during the late War.“ 
shen 2.1580 of lines 10 and 11 the following: “Commencing on the 12th day 

ugus! 


The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House, 
JAMES EGANSON. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
7451) for the relief of James Eganson, of Henderson, Ky. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it nacat etc., That . of the Interior — and he —4—2— hereby, 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us hear the report. 
1 Baker of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The © “the relief of James Eyanson," bog leave to submit the 
gntitied SA bil for the reket ot beg leave to submit the 
bill do without amendment: 


9 
. ated May I7. 17, eat in the U3 
aboard the Foanayloan 


as an ordinary ia and the States until 
8 —.— tha in bruney, IMA ba = . — 
‘or a con — 
matism, but as tailed to treatment disease while in 
service and the claimant could not meet all the 8 the Pen- 

as wus ro, 


the eooni 
that he recommended its allowance, but the board of revi 
accept the evidence as sufficient. 

Joseph J. Holland, a reputable and „ of Yates County 
N. C., swears that he served aboard nited States with the claimant, 
knows that cruise around 


on deck ani 8 borne on the 
rolls of the ship United States, along with Waker the — the 


89 e who ee known the claimant for 9 than 
thirty y. 3 off and on during that entire period he been a 
sufferer fron d vn . board of examining reported, under 

Ə Henderson, oi 
ante of October . d Gant t was 74 old and @ — 
tender joints, with otion Erop of muscles. 
the relief ed for Aana very properly be 
petition 55358 be entirely cy and that he is poor, very Tid and 
wholly disabled. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 
ELIZABETH T. ANDERSON, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
7121) to restore Mrs. Elizabeth T. Anderson to the pension roll. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
of 15 
9 eee 8 . au- 


th the pension roll 
beth T. Anderson, of 8 Ga., and pay ory pension at the rate of 
dollars per month as the widow of John And peed of Loyal’s company, 
nd Georgia Volunteers, Creek war, beginnin the date from which 
she was last paid. 


5 amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol- 
WS: 
In line 8 strike out “with” and insert “on. 


At the end of the bill strike out the words” “from which she was last paid ” 
and insert the words “ of the approval of this act. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 
The report (by Mr. BLACK) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7121 
entitled “A bill to restore Mrs. Elizabeth T. Anderson to the pension roll 
beg leave to submit the following report, and recommend that said bill 
pass with an amendment: 

‘The claimant is “hese widow of John Anderson, who served as a musician in 
Captain Loyal’s Co: rier d eae! ng Volunteers, Creek war, 1836. 

he following letter from Commissioner of Peusions contains a full 
history of the at the Pension Bureau, and in the judgment of — . — com- 
¡mittee the facts are such as to justify the pro restoration 
‘ant's ne to the rolls, with an We: ing the date of a commence- 
ment of pension on the date of the passage of the act. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU OF PENSIONS, 
Washington, February 27, 1896. 


Sır: In response to rsonal inquiry in respect to the claim for pen- 
nion No. 2167, of Mrs. bel . 5 widow of John Anderson, musi- 
Gian, Captain ts Compay 988 junteers, Creek war, I have caused 


sonnan egg 

8 from “April, 88, 6 on account of 
the service 90 her husband in an Indian the provisions of the act 
of July 27, 1892, and drew this pension until September 13. 1895, when her 
from the rolls, as it was oat that the 3 had 


n erroneous in that the so! 8 — 
days’ service to give ber title under the aforesaid law. Te ere perp rs 


83 ty 180) at Columbus, Ga., and dischi t, I find that soldier 2 
enrolled June 9, 1836, bus, 1836, 
samo place, and that he Was p Cen Jane 5. . to July 1, 1385. 


month and eleven days, ‘inclu twelve days’ travel. 

Arber ef decision Mo. 1% dated Merch . 1 W ce 

departmental decisi 1804, a copy 
eich ie here wih inclosed, in which fe i8 held that the actual actual service of a 
8 not be 0 ‘hich he was paid, but 

actual service Toga of rendezvous until 
„ It does not a that any better pean 
of the in this case can be made than by reference to the d i 
the terms of which exclude all other period for which paid than covered 
by the between arrival at rendezvous and return 


. return to rendezvous. 
nder circumstances there was no other action for the Bureau than to 


WM. LOCHREN, Commissioner. 
Hon. Jonn W. MADDOX, 
House of Representatives. 
The bill as amendeđ was laid aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 
FRANCIS M. ROSS. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 


“The bil was read, as follows: oo 


was read, as follows: 
it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior he is herel 
8 upon the roll the name mo of Francis Me 1 Ross ot 


ö late a soldier ages’ Svs hiia 


payment shall date 

at which time the name of said Ross was drop; a fra from the pension roll; 

the said Ross shall be entitled to receive any increase a 
lawfully entitled to 3 establishing his 

under the laws of the United States, anything in this — notwithstanding. 


and 

roll the Francis M. Ross, late & 
et tg NA FE 
Amandi title by striking out the word “relief.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


5986) restoring the pension of Francis 
The facts in this case are these: Francis M. of Montross, Lee Gona, 
Towa, formerly a chat coy in Company B. 5 — I 
a pension of $12 a month ‘ander ORAON o. 204667. lication — oe 
crease was before p — ie y 27, 1895, When 
he received this n notice: 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU OF PENSIONS, 
Washington, D. C., May 27, 1895. 
Sin: Ihave to ad’ that n ay been. drop from 
the roll, gelte No. e reasons set forth in ey letter 
to you under date of December 11, 101 gi that the disability for w the 
pension was allowed has ceased to exist in a n degree. 
OCHREN, Commissioner. 
or an increase he filed von the 898 


In his 
Pensions the following añ — 1 of established 
8 distinguished personal r, and Ach ee mot their profes 
on: 
KEOKUK, June 10, 1892. 
see or Iowa., Lee County: 


for heart trouble on the 13th da ar of September, 1885, and have examined him 
and treated him for said trouble as u number of occasions since. He has a 
chronic organic lesion of the ciency, 
also rej tation (mitral), such aise ty ging about a very serious 
FFC — aor 5 
and u 

occurs a severe attack of tation. He ts ani tor manual labor, and 
ciall 7 — that weer oe — much . — . fio aes ens — of dis- 
abilii more than it w from or arm. inte 
est in the tion of this claim. 8 S 


2 JOHN J. RIGG, M. D. 


MONTROSE, LEE County, Iowa, September 16, 1890. 

In the matter of the claim of F. M. Ross, late private in Company B. Forty- 

Sn a ee 
y a ‘ore me, a no pu ‘or count: 

State, J. M. Anderson, — i whose post-office address is Montrose. Lee 
County, Iowa, whom I certif: A bet to be 5 and entitled to credit, and 
declares in reference to the a 

Ihave been 1 acquainted Dich cates soldier for twenty-five y 
and a portion of that time was his family physician. I treated soldier pout 
— . — years ago for . and discovered at that time eae he 
had cl 8 mT have pre 


5 upon his abdomen, his 
face a on is pillow: 2 reason of these complicated diseases he is inca- 
tated labor, and nara F 


J. M. ANDERSON, M. D. 
Keokuk, IOWA, December 22, 1394. 


A..Weisman, M. D., a citizen of Keokuk, Iowa, wh post-office address 
1198 Main stroct, well. known bo ma to be repuiable 2 nt oftion aaron iy 


950 
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and who, being duly sworn, declares in relation to aforesaid case as follows: 


Lam a practicing physician, and have been acquainted with said soldier for a 
short time. I never attended claimant professionally, but have made an 
examination of his physical condition at this date at own request, and 
have found the following disabilities: 

He mic 3 affecting both lungs. Some empl of left 
lung, slight over base of right lung. Pleuritic adhesions of left lung, causing 
dry, hac cough, . at night. Can't lay on his back or on either 
side for any length of time, causing dyspnœa; bowels tympanitic, spleen en- 
larged, hypertrophy of heart, and anæmia. Disabilities increase in cold and 
damp 1 and are in such a W jeer as to disable him from doing any 
manual labor. The disability did exist, as claimant states, while in the service. 

The above affidavit is in my own handwriting, and in making the same I 
did not use and was not aided or prompted by any written or printed state- 
ment verified, prepared, or dictated by any other person and not attached as 


on credit of testimony. 
5 att 85 A. WEISMAN, M. D., Keokuk, Iowa, 


KEOKUK, Iowa, January 15, 189h. 

In the pension claim, No. 204667, of Francis M. Ross, of Montrose, Io 
respectfull submit the following in to the case: I have alors} 
soldier intimately over ten years and have 
greater part of thistime. He has suffered from chronic ple 
gion over the lower lobe of left lung; also al som pg 
insufficienc FF.. achro! 
dr cal e ons around the h and in the abdominal cavity, also of the 
left leg and foot, and h of entire left side. Is now totally disabled 
so far as earning a support by manual labor is concerned. His bilities 
are permanent and progressive, and were not caused by vicious habits; and 
— ew of the above facts, and knowing the condition of soldier, both phys- 
cally and financially, I would regard case deserving of more than 
present rating, and respectfully recommend the increase asked for. 

Respectfully submi 5 


tted 
JOHN J. RIGG, M. D., 
Member Board United States Pension Examiners, Keokuk, Iowa. 


Montrose, IOWA, December 18, 1894. 
In regard to the case of F. M. Ross, would state that I have this day exam- 
ined him and found the following conditions in regard to pleu: $ 
hesions of all the lower lobe of left 1 ; also 1 lower lobe 
; would further state that I have been intimately acquainted with 
mant for past six years, have 8 for him frequently during that 
e for pleurisy, and, in fact, whenever he contracts a cold he is troubled 
ore or less; it is nic form, is progressive and 3 His disability 
real. withdut the least shadow of doubt. Would state that I have no inter- 
est whatever in the prosecution of this claim. 
H. CARNES, M. D. 


c gastritis; has 


These medical opinions establish the LE sad of Mr. Ross to the on and 
amply justify the of this bill. o recommend that the bill do pass, 
with the following amendments: 


Amend the title by striking out the word “ relief.” 
Gotan p bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and substitut- 
the following: 
“That the Secretary of the 1 be, and he is 3 authorized and 


directed to place upon the pension roll the name of late a pri- 
Ton Gam y B. Forty-second Indiana Infantry, and pay him a aber re 
a month.“ 


The amendments reported by the committee were 
The bill as amended was lai 
the House. 


to. 
aside to be reported favorably to 


JOHN BEAIRD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
7457) granting an increase of pension to John Beaird. 
The bill was read, as follows; 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre! of the Interior is authorized and 
directed to place upon the pension at the rate of 


pe 
r sergeant, Com: E, Eleventh Regiment 
testy ies same to be in feu of the ponaion now pecekved. 
The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 


In line 4 strike out “fifty” and insert thirty;“ so as to make the rate of 
pension $30 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. I ask that the report be read. 

The report (by Mr. KERR) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
Popa a an increase of pension to John Beaird, submit the following 


his soldier was a sergeant in Company E, Eleventh Missouri Voluntee: 

enlisted on the 20th day of July, 1861, and was on the 2th day 
September, 3 of ot wound. He was wounded in the battle 
of Vicksburg, on the day of September, 1863. A ball entered his 
hip, penetra’ to the bone, and ranged iownward to the knee. The whole 
course of the ball is 20 inches. A portion of the muscles of the thigh were 
destroyed, and along the whole course they are adherent tothe bone. He is 
a very heavy man, and by reason of this wound he is wholly incapable of 
ooie any manual labor. It is only with great difficulty that he can walk 
about. 

He is at present drawing a pension of $17, and an application for an increase 
has been rejected. 

$ 5 surgeon for the Pension Office, as far back as 1874, reported 
as follows: 

“It (the wound) must necessarily render locomotion both irksome and 


painful during life. 
In 1867 an examining reported him three-fourths disabled. A med- 
1 board in 1888 reported as entitled to second e, and one in 1892 
reported as fol- 


ported him as entitled to third grade. This latter 
ent, after a careful weigh- 


lows: 

5 AoE purpose of manual labor, it is our jua 
in; the facts in the case, that the disability is ivalent to the loss of 
a 1 or foot. We therefore recommend a rating of third grade. The pres- 
ent rating seems utterly inadequate to so severe a wound.” 

Dr. E. H. Pocock testifies that he has known Mr. Beaird for ten years, and 
that during that Gases bY. e of said wound, he has been wholly incapaci- 


tated from doing man: j 

Dr. E. V. Ken e of the medical board of Ashland, Ohio, testifies 
that he has knowh the sol: 1 family 
physician, and that he is not able to do any manual labor, 


The whole case leaves no doubt in the minds of the committee but that th: 
So per A S and has most satisfactorily proven his right to a pension 
CCC 

The amendment reported by the committee was agreed to. 

The bill as 8 was laid aside to be reported favorably to 
the House. 


ALPHONZO O. DRAKE, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
7205) granting a pension to Alphonzo O. Drake, late a private in 
1 E, md 5 Rhode Island Volunteers. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject tothe provisions 


and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Alphonzo O. Drake, late a 
private in Company E, Bosona Regiment Rhode Island Volunteers. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. PooLE) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 


7205) gran’ a jon to Alphonzo O. Drake, late a private in Com 
ee Rhode Begimens Volunteer Infantry: submit the thieving 
report: 

Alphonzo O. Drake enlisted in the Second Rhode Island Regiment A 
15, and was une 26, 1865. April 1, 1867, he ente in 


eee J 
Company I, Thirteenth United States Infantry, and was d May 16, 
8 e ol tor the third time in Com: 


sipelas, chronic ulcers of 


ht leg, and epile’ an 
1 s tes. and epilepsy 


from y twice on account of epilepsy, 
under the general law was rejected meta 21 on 
prior to enlistment. 


The records of the Pension Bureau admit the fact that Drake served in the 
Second Rhode Island nine months before any evidence of opilops ap 
o ever 


and these records show that there was no evidence thai 
epilepsy before the war. 
We have examined the affidavit made by William E. Randall, of Warwick, 


R. I., who swears that he has known ə intimately since he was 5 years 

old, and that he never knew of his paving Sy. . or other fits; that he 

was a strong boy and man; that he wor with him during the year 1862, 

Albert E. Randal 
n. 


Drak 
for him, and that during all the tim 
es affida’ 
til the war, and that during that entire time he never had a fi! 
and ble-bodied. 


al 

Olive T. e, the t's mother, makes an affidavit in which she 
says that some years ago, when she was in a mental condition which unfitted 
her for testifying, she was approached by a special examiner of the Pension 
Bureau, who caused her to say that her son had epileptic fits before the war 
and from his boyhood. She now swears that such statements were utter]. 
untrue; that her son never had a fit of any kind before he first enlisted, ond 
that he was strong and well from his b up. 

We have also the affidavit of Dr. Lorenzo Travis, of Providence, R. L, as 

Drake's condition for the past ten are. He says: 

bor by reason of the epileptic fits that 

he now has 5 and that he is absolutely without means and unable 


thi 

In view of all the evi enon 8 by your committee, which is uncon- 
tradicted, we recommend the of the bill with an amendment ad 
after the word Volunteers.“ in line 7, the words and pay him a pension 
the rate of $12 a month.” 

Mr. THOMAS. I offer an amendment for the purpose of per- 
fecting the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 7 strike out s“ in the word Volunteers“ and insert the word 
“Infantry;” also amend the title so as to read: A bill granting a pension to 
Alphonso O. Drake.” 

The amendments were agreed to. ` 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. . 


NANCY T. DUNCKLEE,. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1787) 
granting a pension to Nancy T. Duncklee. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc., That the “pardoned Sha the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the 

visions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Nancy T. Duncklee, 
dependent stepmother of Lucian A. Duncklee, late of Company O, Sixteenth 
Regiment New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry, at the rate of $12 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. SULLOWAy) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8.1 
granting a pen to Nancy T. Duncklee, ha’ carefully considered 
same, the accom g Senate report (No. 165) as their own, an 
9 recommend the passage of the bill. 


(Senate Report No. 165, Fifty- fourth Congress, first session.] 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1787) grant- 
a pension to Nancy T. Duncklee, have examined the same and report: 
udien A. Duncklee enlisted October 10, 1862, and served until August 9, 180 


1897. 


bein 1 for disability from chronic diarrhea. He died at Mattoon, 
pl. È st 25, 1863, on his nd home from the Army, at the age of 19 years. 

oel W Duncklee, soldier's father, applied for and received pension as de- 
pen yey Sotme bd ea continued to draw until the date of his death, on 

e4 0 2 . 

Claimant under this bill is the dependent 5 sald soldier. She 
married Joel W. Duncklee when the soldier and a twin sister were only afew 
months old, and testimony shows that she was a devoted and kind mother to 
them. She is now 76 years of „and in very straitened circumstances. 
The following affidavit from Dr. B. S. Dearborn, of Milford, N. H., will speak 


To imali MILFORD, N. H., January 20, 1898. 
3 55 h Darans 8 have been family physician for 
. W. Duncklee during the n years. 

His widow, Nancy T. 8 is a wreck, both physically and mentally; 
is unable to perform labor, and is wholly unfit to take care of herself; in 
3 WIII never be able to do any more work. Her mental condition 

see ee D. 8. DEARBORN, M. D. 


MILFORD, January 20, 1896. 
BTATE Or NEw HAMPSHIRE, Hillsboro, ss: 


Personally appeared this day D. S. Dearborn, M. D., and made oath to the 
ba of the statement by him signed. 
[SEAL] J. M. LAWS, Notary Public. 


The fact that claimant is not the mother of the soldier bars her f f — 
sion under the Lerma laws, but the further fact that she tender] for 
soldier from ear 3 her title to pension by special act, there being 
many precedents for such legislation. 
it 3 committee report the bill back favorably, with a recommendation that 
o pass. 
Tue bill was laid aside with the recommendation that it do pass. 
DUDLEY F. BROWN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1811) 
an increase of pension to Dudley F. Brown. 
The was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, etc.,. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the ion laws, the name of Dudley F. Bro late pri- 
vate of Company A, Sixth New Ham re Volunteer Infantry. and pa: kim 
a pension at the rate of $20 per month, in lieu of that he is now ving, 
payable to his legally-constituted 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 
The report (by Mr. SULLOWAY) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensi to whom was referred the bill (S. 
4811) granting an increase of pension to Dudley F. Brown, late private Com- 
y A, Sixth New Ham Volunteer try, havin examined and 
fully considered the facts and circumstances presented in this case, re- 
y adopt the report of the Senate Committee on Pensions, and recom- 

mend that the bill do pass. 


[Senate Report No. 58, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1311) grant- 
6 F. S 


mant under this bill had an honorable military record, and was wounded 
while in the line of duty. He Supt for pension under the general law, bu 
f naag the consideration of his became so necessi that h 


ing 
owed signs of insanity, and is now confined in the New Hampshire ay 
goo the 1 at anity apais H., a hopeless lunatic. The affidavit o Dr. 
Charles P. Bancroft, superintendent of said asylum, is as follows: 


New HAMPSHIRE ASYLUM, 
Concord, N. H., January 7, 1896. 


Dran Sin: At the request of Weare N. Shaw, the of Dudley F. 
Brown, I hereby depose and say that F. Brown is in a state of chronic 
elusional 8 He has been here twice. The first time he was commit- 
here on the llth of August, 1892. He had a history then of bering be g baen 


Ə about three years. case apparently was one of organic 


t 
— the 5th of May, 1893. 

Two months after he left the asylum he appeared quite ratio 
he began to make unusual remarks. He 1 naoa of the heat o 
and was unable to work out of doorsexceptin the coolof theday. He endeay- 
ored to e shoes, his trade being that of a shoemaker, but he conld not 
appl his mind continuously. He complained of his head quite constantly, 
an 


t was not long before he began to manifest delusions, that batteries were 
head, and electrici 


and then 
the sun, 


at vo on his and that somebody was ty through 
e omaia not sleep nights because of these morbid ideas and sensations, 
He finally grew more coi nd maining out in the woods all night 


and dazed, re: 
without any covering, and was recommitted at the asylum on tbe 9th of Feb- 


ruary, 189+. 

His condition is evidently one of structural brain disease, and there is no 
probability that he will ever his natural state of mind, and it is also 
quite certain that he can never be self-supporting and must always depend 
upon the charity of others for his maintenance. 

CHARLES P. BANCROFT, M. D., 
Superintendent New Hampshire Asylum for Insane. 
Hon. JACOB H. GALLINGER. 
Personall: ap before me the above-named Charles P. Bancroft mg 


rsonally 

k oath that the above statements made by him concerning the 

mdition of Dudley F. Brown are true. 7 a 
J. H. CASE, Justice of Peace. 


JANUARY 7, 1896. 


This case is one that s 


ly and properly appeals to Congress for relief. 
Your committee recommend * t the bill d do pane 2 
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The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, several members have come to 
me and informed me that they had bills of special interest and 
importance which ought to be at this session, and I am in- 
clined to waive the right of ing the re order and allow 
the balance of the session of to-day to be devoted to unanimous 
consents, with the understanding that if on Friday evening we 
make some arrangement by which the roll shall be called or any 
other method is reached for allowing members to present bills, 
those persons who have been recognized to present bills to-day 
shall be skipped when the names are called until all of the other 
members have an opportunity, and with that understanding I 
will waiye all objection to present unanimous consents for the 
balance of the session this rnoon. 

Mr. ATWOOD. Lobject, and demand the regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN, It is in the power of the committee, the 
Chair would s t, to move to pome such course as it pleases 
in reference to taking up bills under the rule. 

Mr. THOMAS. Imove that that course be taken during the 
present session for the remainder of the afternoon. 

5 — . raise the point of order that that is not in 
order. 


The CHAIRMAN. If the committee will give its attention, the 
Chair will read the clause of the rule: 

In Committee of the Whole House, business on their calendars may be 
taken up in regular order, or in such order as the committee may determin 
unless the bill to be considered was determined by the House at the time 

g into committee; but bills for raising revenue, general appropriation 
3 bills for the improvement of rivers and har shall have prece- 

The Chair thinks the motion is in order. 

Mr. HULICK. I desire to submit a 3 inquiry. 
Weare acting under a special rule of the House, under which 
this class of pension bills is to be taken up. Now, can we, in 
8 of the Whole, and in derogation of that rule, change 

e order r 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has just read the rule authoriz- 
ing the committee to determine the order in which bills will bə 

en up. The rule of the House under which we are acting, the 
special order, authorizes the consiđeration of bills that would 
come up under the ordinary rule at the Friday evening session. 
But the order of their consideration is a matter for the committee 
to determine. 

Mr. MoCREARY of Kentucky. The rule did not establish any 
order by which the bills should be taken up, and I think the 
motion of the gentleman from Michigan is clearly in order. 

The CHAIR . The Chair has so held. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. THOMAS, ona 
division (demanded by Mr. ERDMAN) there were—ayes 58, noes 29. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


JOSEPH E. VANTINE. 


Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Chairman, I call up for present considera- 
tion the bill (H. R. 7969) to increase the pension of Joseph E. 
Vantine. 

The bill was read, as follows: j 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place the name of Joseph E. Vantine, late fi 
class fireman on the U. S. S. Richmond, United States Navy, on the pension 
roll at the rate of $72 per month, in lieu of his present pension. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. . 
The report (by Mr. MILES) was , as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
N increase the pension of Joseph E. Vantine, late first-class fireman on 
the U. 8. 8. Richmond, United States lait having carefully examined and 


eg . Venting led in te 8 fos Navy Ma 19, 1857, 

osep! j. an CE9 e ta a as sec- 
ond-class fi romoted fo 89 fireman 
„ W. 


reman on the U. S. S. Minnesota; 
May 26, 1857, and served as such to June 10, 1 en i 

e reenlisted as first-class flreman July 13, 1861, and served on the North 
Carolina to July 27, 1861; on the Richmond from July 28, 1861, to August 29, 
— i on the Princeton from August 30, 1864, to September 9, , when hon- 
orably discharged, 

Joseph E. Vantine was the first man to su the use of chain cables 
hung over the sides of vessels for protection from the enemy's missiles, and 
the efficiency of the device was demonstrated by Commodore t's 
squadron on the Lower Mississippi in April, 1862, in the passage of Forts 
Jackson and St. Phillip and the éncounter with the Confederate ram, and it 
resulted in the capture of New Orleans, La. This chain armor was used 
afterwards on board the e De her capture of the Alabama. 

In the attack on Fort Hudso „March 14, 1863, a shot from the enemy's 

ns struck the boilers of the Richmond, and the fire room and other parts of 

e vessel were filled with steam, when he, under great difficulties drew the 
fires from under the boilers and prevented them from exploding, thus saving 
the ship and perhaps many lives. While this was being done he became 
exhausted from the heat an 


cooking steam and had to be relieved every few 
moments, until by his persistent intrepidity and assiduous efforts the grand 
work was accomplished. For this heroic act he received special complimen- 
tary mention in the admiral's report, and was afterwards presented with a 
mze medal of honor” by act of Congress. 

h L. Vantine is now pensioned at $12 per month, under the act of 
June S, 1890, for in; to and disease of rectum. 
The proof submi to your committee shows that claimant received am 
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or chil 
e, entirely dependen Stee no noun ax t his small pension; 
wife, entirely Gependen di rr te bo xequire the care sail attention of another 


ee view of the testimony, from which it is reasonable to conclude that his 


ysis is a result of his naval F 
lous service, your committee earnestly recommend the passage of the bill 
without amendment. 


Mr. BRUMM. Mr. Chairman, a pele 4 
would like to ascertain 1 tet the Chairman 5 aa a lis Eol members for 
recognition, pre ore T ution was 

The CHAIR The Chair is preparing a list of applications 
as they come. 


Mr. BRUMM. That is no answer to the question. 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. That is not a parliamentary 


"JOHNSON of Indiana. That is not a fair question any way. 
The CHAIRMAN, The question is on laying aside the bill. 
The bill was laid aside with the recommendation that it do pass. 
DAVID N, THOMPSON. 
Gl. K. 3 8 z Soniy = pan up the bill 
) to increase the pension of Da mpson. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it oeae etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
d directed to increase the 


authorized an pension now paid to David N. PS — 4 

Son, late a private of Compan y C, Thirty-fourth t Illinois ag ol $ 

3 „ the pecan of $28 pee month, Sm How of the pension the 
is now recei 


The Committee on Inyalid Pensions recommended an amend- 
ment as follows: 
In line 7 strike out the word “seventy-two ™ and insert the word “ thirty.” 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
oe CHAIRMAN. Let the report be read in the gentleman’s 
The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 


The 9 on Invalid 1 having had under consideration the 
MUOR N 65) to increase the pension of David N. Thompson, respectfully 


bh soldier served from r fer 1864, to July 27, 1865. He was treated 
in service for chronic diarrhea and remittent fever, as shown by the port of 
He is pensioned at $12 per month under act of 8 27, oer 
his last medical examination by a board of surgeons, mad 
describes some disability due to chronic diarrhea and great di e 
parently from disease of neryous system, but no rate for 
as, at the time the examination was made, the surgeons were no’ . 


8 t became overheated and suffered with brain fever 
as well as chronic diarrhea in service, that he was weak and emaciated when 
he came home and never fully recovered, tex sah his present helpless condition 
is ee ER be due to exposure in th GE Safe 
alegos poverty and that he three persons to su a 

Foar OEE AAi consider the bill one of merit, an pase 
with an amendment striking out 1 ea 11 ane 7, and inserting 
lieu thereof thirty,” so as to give him a pension of $30 per month. 


The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the Honse with a favorable recommendation. 
CAROLINE WILKINSON. 


Mr. ELLETT. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up the bill (H. R. 
mo ting a pension to Caroline Wilkinson. 
ebill ill was read, as follows: 
Ben — — ete., . of Spec „anā the is he: e A 


rized 
and limitations of the pension laws, 2. — name 


Chesterfield County, Va., the daughter John a 8 in 
Revolutionary — —5 who enlisted of John Spears, ne er the 
$12 per month. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the r t read. 


The CHAIRMAN. Let the report be read in the gentleman’s 
time. 


The report (by Mr. LOUDENSLAGER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. uty 
entitled A bill granting a pension to Caroline Wilkinson,” nen yava basun to 
mit the ai report, and recommend that said bill do 
amen 

The 8 is the 8 of John 8. who 185545 asa . for 
fifteen monthsin the eee Line, 
war of the Revolution. The service | a matter of resord, and he was a 

er on account of same until death in 1842. OW, 


stances, and dependent „ 
an ent u 
he 2 1 is shown b; 


8 
illiam Phaup. and other aged ci of Chester- 


There ee p 
s grea’ 
such — os 


of Bann 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported tothe House 
with a favorable recommendation. 
BRADBURY W. HIGHT. 
Mr. HAGER. Mr. Chairman, I call up the 8 Hic E grant- 


an additional pension to Capt. Bradbury W. 
[eS 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
nt yorman Volunteer Abar} 


Ar. ERDMAN. Mr. I should be very glad to have 
in this case read, but it is so manifestly con tothe 
facts that I will submit a memorandum presented to me 
by the gentleman who offers this bill [Mr. HAGER], and let that 
be read as the report. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

causing 3 from that f. - 
sion granted. Pensioner has high degree a congenital defect in 
shape of 5 causes s very li . in childhood and youth, 
but re: ames 3 and declares 
itself by and ebe attacks. In this case tho 
o 15 rig — be double the — . — of the oo 
resul 5 wo that 

to the ex: of its fellow. Glau — D— inflammal 


ection T 1 also 
8 most frequen of ae yperopia. 
t glaucoma coul — been 5 by the — or that it ft contre 25 
subsequently arisen as a remote result of army service. 

Mr. LOUD. I should like to ask if that is the report presented 
by the 1 who offers this bill? 

This was given to me. 
ate HAGER. No; this is not the report of the committee. 
Mr. LOUD. I should like to have that matter settled. 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the question of the gentleman from 
California? 

Mr. LOUD. _Is this the report of the gentleman who presents 


the bill to the House? 
The CHAIRMAN. It was read as a part of the remarks of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ERDMAN 5 
Aes ERDMAN. The gentleman submi that to me as a part 
of the case. 
Mr. LOUD. That is, that this man’s disability is not the result 
i hay and oe not have oen the xomi = ee Sadis 
sim roposition to present & e man use 
F ees 
be HAGER. No, and if the Clerk will read the report of the 
committee, that will explain the case. This is one of the most 
meritorious cases ever presented here. The memorandum which 
has 55 the minutes of a finding in the Pen- 
9 ce. 
2 . Does the 3 demand the reading of 


report 
Mr. HAGER. No. The bill has passed the Senate, and I ask 
that the committee act upon it ae Ai 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the bill be laid aside 
„ to the House with the recommendation that it do 


Pete question being taken, Mr. STEELE demanded a division. 
The committee divided: and there were—ayes 56, noes 14. 


One hun- 
dred and twenty 33 present. 

Mr. STEELE. 1 Enee the point. 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House 
with a favorable recommendation. 

ELIZABETH WELLONS. 

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 8898) to 
increase the pension of Elizabeth Wellons. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

it ena etc., That the Sec: of In 

os meee pA 1 the . — hereby, 
of a soldier of the war of 1812, from $12 per month to §20 per month.” 

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Chairman, the beneficiary of that bill is an 
old lady, 81 oara 8 of age. She is very feeble and can not possibl 
live long. the widow of a soldier of the war of 1812, and 
ho seeds will be no objection to the bill. 

The question is, Shall the bill be laid aside 
wits cs recente t t it do pass? 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let the report be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Let the report be read in the gentleman's 
time. 

The report (by Mr. STALLINGS) was read, as follows: 


The 8 Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8898 
ä of Elizabeth Wellons, have considered the same, an 


3 is the widow of William S. Wellons, who served as a private 
in the North Caro Volunteers from September 24, 1814, to February 5, 


we: abies 
tho general laws for the widows of soldiers of ths war of 1siz She 1s 30 yea 
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and in ex e ng ay Aside from her pension she has no 
— alesis which does not produce an income to exceed $25 
ber anni 


There are several 8 for be . legisla; and in 
the claimant's great age and necessities the passage of the’ is respectfully 
recommended. 


The 5 ee taken on ordering the bill to be laid aside to 
be reported ouse with a favorable recommendation, 

Mr. STEELE demanded a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 82, noes 4. 

Mr. STEELE. No quorum. 

The Chairman 3 to count the committee. 

Mr. STEELE 8 the count). I withdraw the point of no 

uorum, 
2 . One hundred and thirty members, a quo- 
rum 

1 the bill was laid aside to be reported to the House 


with a favorable recommendation. 


MARY E. ELY. 
Mr. AVERY. Mr. eo I call up the bill (S. 2183) grant- 


ing a pension to Mary E. El 
e bill was read, as 8 


Ri it . etc., That the Bay of the Interior and he is hereby, 
d directed to the pension roll, sub; to the pro 
shorted and of the iawa, the name = ' Mary E. Ely, widow of ph 
y, late lieutenant-colonel th Michigan V pay a pen- 
sion at the rate of $30 per mon 
The CHAIRMAN. Shall the bill be laid aside with a favorable 


recommendation? 
Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 
Tho report (by Mr. Tuomas) was read, as follows: 
ee kinaa the 8 ce relat- 


nate report, and recommend the 8 1 


The beneficiary named is 72 years and is the widow of 
was mustered into 85 . of the United States Abie ong Oy 


— — being no ee The soldier prosecu 


a claim 
ion on account of sarin’ disabilities, which was allowed ty os Pi 
Bureau after his death and paid to the widow. It was shown tha aa Sae soior 
while on pon ona march from Fredericksburg to Warrenton Ji 3 Au 
1862, was ed by a horse, 1 a fracture of three of his ri 
ber of affidavits tend to show tha cr alg caused the er tr trouble. and 
from the time of 5 re 10 the time of his death and prevented him 


m perf 

The 8 being taken on ordering the bill to be laid aside to 
be re ouse with a favorable recommendation, on a 
division e Mr. STEELE) there were—ayes 52, noes 22. 

Accordingly the was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 


NETTIE A. CHEEKS. 


Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I call ER for consideration the 
bill (S. 2918) granting a pension to Nettie A. Cheeks. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Beit bp A Sy ark the ee 


for n- 
ension | 4 


8 and he is here 


tho: pension roll the hame of Nettie 
Ch ow of Peter O.C Goce aati Gaia Caan D, Thirteenth e 
— ti nited Sta 5 asta Marine Crone: 
pay B 4 pn at $0 


The amendment eee E by the committee was read, as 
follows: 

In line 5 strike out the initial SOS and insert the initial C;“ so that the 
name will read Peter C. Cheeks.” 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to, 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the read. 

5 CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the gentleman’s 


“he report (by Mr. 3 Was read, as follows: 


to whom was referred the bill (S. 2918 
on to Nettie A. widow of Peter 


of voile 
genting late privato o Company D, Thirteenth United a Infantry, and 
Marine Corps, haying red the same, hereby 
—.— ‘een the 


in the U 
225 and was 8 harged by reason of expiration 
p aans He died from phthisis pulmonalis January 13, 1894. 
Pps for pension, which was allowed at $8 per month from October 4, 
33 1 5 thisis nes His Narre was increased to $14 from March 28, 
m May i 12, 1878; to $24 from April 10, 1880; to March 
K io 0 from N 17. 7,1880, and then by act of Congress 
per month from J 
8 den to soldier February 6, 1879, „ 
record e eee had an invalid husband td care for from the 


assiduous attention 1 as they were out 


self in ————— en ferns 


health, until now she finds her- 


She applied for pension in March, 1894, and 3 
— soldiers death Totes Ba nay been consumption, egg gn . 
The testimony 


“In view of the facts presen 
passage of the bill.” 

Mr. McCREARY of ees Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the bill be laid aside with a favorable recommendation. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Woop] 


ttee earnestly recommend the 


is 
Mr. STEELE. I call for a division on that vote. 
i CHAIRMAN. The demand comes too late. 
i Mr. STEELE. I called at the proper time. I beg pardon of 
o Chair, 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not hear the gentleman. 
Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Other business intervened. 


Mr. STEELE. The Chair did not hear me, but I called for a 


vote. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 8108)—— 
f Mr. STEELE. The Chair may not have heard me, but I called 

or a vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has had no agape in 8 

the gentleman state his request before. It comes too 
JESSE DURNELL. 


Mr. WOOD. Icall up the bill H. R. 3108. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
$108) to t 
33 ĩðͤ eet ern 


The bill was me as raai 


and limitations 8 . 
1 sfiata ortas t transf 
ar TOA vil 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, : 
The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the gentleman’s 
time. : 

The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to ‘whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8108) gran a pension to Jesse Darnell, late second-class por on gunboat 
Lexington transferred to gunboat Marmora, submit the following report: 
Jesse Durnell, the claimant, was a lo: 3 Virginian daring the war, and is 
now 87 years of age. His wife is ears of age. He no means or 
income whatever, and he and. ne bao e are dependent upon charity for 


a support. 

He was commissioned as a second-class Pilot by Rear-Admiral David D. 
Porter, February 4 1864 i Ag the „ and honorably dis- 
charged J 1865. eed ye aS On S. steamers Meteor, Elk Lering. 
ton, Abrona, and Marmora, also on peg} iro steamer Mattie Cook, g 1 
orders < A Porter, utenant-Commander Bache, and Fleet 


the 3 as first-class 
Admirals is 


at an moment while steering their 8 to in thei hands, 
and should not 5 of any portion of their pay. 4 
double the amount the Government paid for their serv: 
The claimant had a claim for nsien: there for any years poor to June 
27, 1890. He was unable to su ent, 
8 N to servo 


on 80 different vessels, ana: the could not remember his pre- 
cise condith ion of disability. He then 8 pension under act of Junb 27 
„ o was 15, 1895, and 


June 
A 8 rea upon which = was 
ropped, as communica’ of Pen- 
sions, is, that he moe dare were not regularly oy enticed or mustered into the United 


States service. 

There has been considered by the committee the claimant's commission, 
his certificate of honorable discha , and one mere ofabsence. His 
sion is sought to be justified un er the decisi 
Shannon (seventh 3 —— e, pagu 64), who was a RONO NANANA]; The com- 
mittee believe that the d i 
was 9 thst 5 which he was dr 
sna uncalle ene f , commissi as 

a ha: 1 aie ag Se ee — that he was sworn into service, Captain Penn 
a oa 


You N in view y the great age of this claimant and his destitu- 
tion, recommend the passage of the bill with an amendment striking out all 
after the word Lexington.“ in line 7, and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words “and pay him a pension of $% per month.“ 

Also amend title by striking out all after the word “ Lexington.” 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favora- 


ble recommendation. 
ELIZABETH L. LARRABEE. 


Mr. BARHAM. Mr. Chairman, I call up for 5 


bill (8. 1250) to increase the pension of th L. Larra 
widow of C. H. Larrabee, late of the Twenty-fourth Regim 
of Wisconsin Volunteers. 


954 
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The bill was read, as follows; 
Be it enacted, ete., That the Secreta 


of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
directed to place upon the pension roll the name of Elizabeth L. Larrabee, 
widow of Col. C. H. Larra deceased, late colonel of the Twenty-fourth 
8 of Wisconsin Volunteers, subject to the limitations of the PARO 

ws, and to pay ker the sum of $30 per month in lieu of the pension of $8 per 
month which she now receives. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the gentleman’s 
time. 
The report (by Mr. Woop) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
) to increase the pension of Elizabeth L. Larrabee, widow of Col. O. 
abee, late of the Twenty-fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, sub- 
mit the eee B pede x 
The claimant is the widow of Col. C. H. Larrabee, late of Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin Volunteers, is 41 years of age, and is drawing a n of $8 per 
month under certificate 365150. She was married to 
December 5, 1878. The medical evidence submitted to the committee shows 
mclusively that she is now disabled by diseases and injuries to such extent 
t she is unable to earn a living. Other evidence shows that she has at 
present no means or income except her pension. 
Colonel Larrabee was killed in a railroad 


RAN whereby unscrupulous persons have gotten from her what was left. 
one 

ary record. He was city attorne 
firs' 


poren om 1848 to 1858, and member of Pong a Sto He was 
md lieutenant and major of the Fifth Volunteers in 1861 and 
1862, receiving the warm commendation of Gens. W. F. Smith and W. S. 
Hancock. On July 25, 1862, he was commissioned colonel of the Twenty- 
fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers. On Angus 30, 1863, he was com- 
pelled to resign his commission on account of disabilities incurred by diseases 
con in the service. 

In 1884 Colonel Larrabee removed to the Pacific Coast, and was a member 
of the convention which formed the constitution of the State of Washington. 
tock. His father commanded 
o, and also lost an arm at 

andfather, at the age of 16, 
ttle of Bennington, in the 


This claimant eviden y must rely largely upon charity during the balance 
of her life, and the commit’ should be the charity of the great 
Government which her late husband so faithfully served rather than that 
of private persons or of the municipality where she lives. 


The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and the § er having taken 
the chair, a m from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its 
clerks, announced that the Senate had insisted upon its amend- 
ments to the bill (H. R. 9638) making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898, 

to by the House of Representatives, had agreed to the 
conference asked by the House on the disagreei ap ore of the two 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. Quay, Mr. HALE, and Mr. 
BLACKBURN as the conferees on the part of the Senate. 
The committee again resumed its session. 


WILLIAM d. BUCK. 


Mr. DE ARMOND. Mr. Chairman, I call up for consideration 
the bill (H. R. 8388) for the relief of William G. Buck, 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 


authorized and directed to increase the pension of William G. Buck, late of 
Company E, Fifteenth Regiment Iowa Volunteers, to $30 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report. 


The CHAIRMAN, The report will be read in the gentleman's 


time. 
The report (by Mr. CROWTHER) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
8388) to increase the pension of William G. cs late of Company E, Fifteenth 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry, to $30 per month, having considered the facts pre- 


sen re y report: 
W. G. Buck enlisted February 3, 1862, and was honorably discharged 
July 24, 1865, as a private. 3 
He filed claim for pension December 6, 1884, alleging malarial poisoning and 
asthma, resulting in general debility. He was pensioned at $6 from Decem- 
ber 6, 1884, for malarial poisoning; increased to $8 from February 3, 1886; to 
from December 22, 1555. for malarial poisoning and results and for chronic 

hea and ulceration of rectum. A 

The medical board rated him twelve-eighteenths for chronic diarrhea and 
results, December 22, 1886; at six-eighteenths for malarial poisoning and re- 
sulting disease of heart, and ten-eighteenths for chronic diarrhea and results, 
on April 2, 1890; and at twelve-eighteenths for diarrhea and results, and four- 
eighteenths for lung „February 11, 1891. 

e Pension Bureau rejected his claim May 21, 1890, 3 heart disease 
not a result of malarial poisoning, and again September 29, 1891, claiming he 
was not entitled to increase. 

Testimony filed with the committee, in connection with that filed in the 
Pension Bureau, convinces us that claimant is totally disabled for the per- 


formance of any kind of reaso’ 
ease of heart met Tones 5 r 2 —— 
recommend the passage of the bill without amendment. 

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom- 
mendation. 

_ TheCHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. MILNES] 
Mtr BAILEY, Mr. Chai liamentary inquiry. 
r. 2 f rman, a parliamen inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 8 

Mr. BAILEY. I desire to know how it is that the Committee 
of the Whole can proceed in this irregular way? 

The CHAIRMAN, In pursuance of an order adopted by the 
committee some time ago. 

Mr. BAILEY. I desire to submit that the committee has no 
power to proceed in this irregular way. 

The CHAIRMAN. That matter has been passed upon by the 
Chair when the point was raised, and we have been proceeding by 
unanimous consent for some time. 

Mr. BAILEY. The fact that the committee resolved to do what 
it had no power to do does not prevent any member of the House 
from raising the question. 

The C MAN But we can not have the question raised 
every five minutes after it has been settled. 

Mr. BAILEY. I know another way to raise it, 

The CHAIRMAN. The question was raised by a gentleman, 
and it was disposed of; and we have been proceeding since 4 O clock. 
Of course the penseman can avail himself of his rights. 

Mr. DAYTON. Aparliamentar bag af Is it proper to move 
that we proceed in the consideration of these bills according to 
the Calendar in the manner? 

The CHAIRMAN. Undoubtedly it is in the power of the com- 
mittee at any time. 

Mr. DAYTON. _I make that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN, But this bill must first be considered. 

Mr. DAYTON. I make that motion right now. 

Re CHAIRMAN, After the bill has been disposed of that can 
one, 
DANIEL k. DE CLUTE. 


Mr. MILNES. I call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 9689) 
for the relief of Daniel E. De Clute. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Daniel 
De Clute, late a private of Company B, Forty-fourth Regiment Illinois Vol- 


unteer Infantry, and hima sion at the rate of r month. in lieu of 
the —.— eek by bie. 5 


Thi hereb ted to date f 
— e e pension hereby gran rom 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report, Mr. Chairman. 

Pehe CHAIRMAN. Let the report be read in the gentleman’s 
@. 

The report (by Mr. THOMAS) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
9689) for the relief of Daniel E. De Clute, having considered the facts pre- 
bee en asia private in Company R Party-fourth Un 
nois Volunteer Infantry, August 15. 1861, and wast onerahis discharged 


ae ee ey ee 21, 1888, f. t wound of neck and 

e app! or on January 21, or ot woun neck an 

1 d inal affection or disease of spine, the wound being received in 
ea 


© River, Tennessee, January, and again a od Jan 
18, 1890, for chronic diarrhea, piles, and paralysis. He was ! at 
from Jan 21, 1888, for ot wound of neck, and at $8 from January 
ot wound of neck and chronic diarrhea and resulting 
creased to $17 for same disabilities from September 
e and spinal 
nsioned disabilities. 
1891, rated him fourteen- 
hteenths for chronic diar- 
hteenths for disease of heart. On February 14, 
1894, the board found him wholly inca) tated for manual labor. 

On September 12, 1894, the said. He needs the constant aid and atten- 
tion of another person,” and also my “He had a stroke of paralysis seven 
years ago; also one on 6th of June, 1894." 
tember 11, 1895, the board rated him fourteen seventy-seconds for 

hea and disease of rectum, eight seventy-seconds for gunshot 
wound, and fifty seventy-seconds for spinal irritation and paralysis, making 
$72 per month, and say, He needs the constant aid and attention of another 
person on account of paralysis and dementia.” 

Soldier has been pronounced insane and his pension is drawn by Seraphina 
De Clute, his guar: . She appealed to the tary of the Interior on the 
decision of rejection of paralysis, and the Secretary affirmed the decision 
November 7 after securing the opinion of the medical referee, who gave 
an opinion that pensioner was now ving a pension commensurate with 
his bilities contracted in service. 

Dr. Thomas J. Tamer, medical director of the United States Navy, testifies 
substantially that afflant has had personal acquaintance with soldier nony 
six years, and examined him A 29, 1895, and found him physically an 
ualified for any kind of labor, ‘Iam of opinion that the primary 
S 


* disq 

cause of this disability has n chronic diarrhea, which has so aff ta D 
r: 

and marrow.” 


tion that the well-known results are seen in the nutrition of 
Br. David H. Wood testified that he examined soldier May 1, 1895, and after 
describing a condition of mental and physical helplessness, gives the opinion: 
“The condition of claimant is due to imperfect nutrition, or starvation of 
inal marrow, the result of a long and continued diarrhea.” 
Dr. Newton dwin testifled October 30, 1895, substantially: 
“A ffiant has been 5 acquainted with claimant for last ten * 


and all that time have known to be a sufferer from the effects of c 
diarrhea, the greatest difficulty being the spinal difficulty, so common as a 


1897. 


sequela of the diarrhea. The spinal disease 
ago, and, seemingly characteristic, it has 3 progressed until 
resent time he is a perfectly helpless mass of flesh—one side entirely hel 

Toss and paralyzed—with the other hand, left, he can at times automatically 
feed himself. The mental condition is now that of an imbecile; the urine is 
ammoniacal and ths bladder paralyzed, necessitating the constant use of a 
catheter, Is constantly fed by his wife, because he has too little use of his 
left hand to be relied upon, if he knew enough to feed himself, which he does 
not. He can not stand alone, and requires the constant aid and attention of 
another to exist.“ 7 8 

Dr. William Wilson testified that he examined soldier October 25. 1895, and 
found him a physical and mental wreck, requiring as constant attention and 
care as an infant, and said: A lis 5; 

The cause of his helpless condition is paralysis. The entire motor system 


is affected, the limbs, tongue, throat, muscles of face, bladder, and rectum 
all involved. Mentally he is an imbecile. 


There are two scars in the lower 
cervical region of the spine, where it is claimed he received a gunshot wound 
inthe Army. Ihave not the least doubt but that his paralysis is the result 
of ibat injoy: Crippen testified that he and his preceptor (Dr. Littlefield) 
treated claimant for spinal trouble, the result of the shot wound, soon 
i Spin the e eee e eg e °° So and 
ener the R condition of soldier be due to chronic diar- 
rhea or to the gunshot wound, about which the medical men who have treated 
and examined him differ, there is no other cause shown or even su; 
than that one or the other, both of which are re and admit to be 
due to his military service, is directly responsible for the present deplorable 
helplessness of the soldier. 

he committee therefore believe the claim meritorious and recommend 
the passage of the bill, after being amended by inserting the letter B“ in 
line 5, immediately after the word 5 by st: out the word 
“fifty and inserting * in lieu thereof in line 7, and by striking out 
all the printed bill after the word him,“ in line 8. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I thought that by unanimous 
consent all bills removing the charge of desertion were to be 
passed over. Several bills of that character were laid over. I 
ask the gentleman if there is any statement in that report except 
the statement of the soldier himself? 

Mr. MILNES. What was the question? 

The CHAIRMAN. This is a pension bill, and not a bill to 
remove the charge of desertion. : Í 

. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, on this bill I desire to say that I 
have not been opposed to any bills that have been passed this 
afternoon any more than I am against this bill, which [ shall sup- 
port. I recognize, in the first place, that there are brought into 
this House from the Committee on Invalid Pensions bills 3 
the allowance of pensions to a great many soldiers who really n 
special legislation; but, in my opinion, too many of the bills that 
are brought in here are for the relief of soldiers Who are not as 
deserving, certainly not more deserving, than are thousands and 
thousands of others for whom no special legislation is asked. 
This procedure is very irregular and very unfair. For myself, I 
went to the Chairman among the very first to have my name put 
on the list. I went to him twice gubeequentiy, and did not find 
my name on thelist. This is why I have objected to this method 
of procedure. I do not believe it is equitable or fair. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. For what purpose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. WOOD. To make a remark or two in reply to the gentle- 
man from Indiana. I wish to say that so far as the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions are concerned, they 8 brought in 
bills here for amounts which have been rai by the Committee 
of the Whole, and the bills have been passed here carrying very 
much larger rates of pension than those recommended by our 
committee, so that the reflections which the gentleman from In- 
diana makes upon the Committee on Invalid Pensions are quite 
uncalled for. That committee has enough to answer for without 
being made the pial ey of unjust reflections, 

Mr. STEELE. r. Chairman, I do not wish to be understood 
as saying that the present Committee on Invalid Pensions is any 
more lax or liberal than other committees have been. Ever since 
I have had the privilege of a seat in Congress it has always been 
so with the pension committees, and it always will be so, but I 
object to this manner of 1 780 There is no better friend to 
the soldier than I have tried to be, and very few who have a larger 
soldier constituency than I have, and for that reason I am opposed 
to unjust discriminations in pension legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN. I will remind the gentleman from Indiana, 
who reflects upon the Chair, that we are pr ing under an 
order of this Committee of the Whole. The Chair has been en- 
deavoring to follow out the suggestions of the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, whose acting chairman stated that there were some 
grave cases which could not be reached to-day by following the 
regular order, and that the committee would therefore prefer to 
procos to take up bills for unanimous consent. The Chair has 

een trying to carry out that suggestion of the committee, and at 
the same time to follow his own judgment as to giving due recog- 
nition to members on the Democratic side of the House. 

Mr. STEELE. The bill that I wanted to call up is for the relief 
of the widow of a deceased soldier, who is utterly helpless physic- 
ally, and is destitute. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana put in his re- 
quest at a time when there was a long list of names that had been 


was well established ten years 
il at the 
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submitted to the Chair under the suggestion of the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. STEELE. Until now I was not aware that members of the 
committee had pepara and submitted a list to the Chairman be- 
e 


fore the present rule was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment recommended by the com- 
mittee to the pending bill was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee rise. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. STEELE, the 
Chairman declared the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I ask for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 49, noes 54, 

Mr. LOUD. I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and the Chair appointed Mr. Loup and 
Mr. Woop. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 50, noes 30. 

Mr. LOUD. No quorum, Mr. Chairman, 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee pro- 
ceed to take up bills in the order in which they appear on the Cal- 


endar. 
The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Payne, the 
Chairman declared that the ayes seemed to have it. 


Mr. HEMENWAY. Mr. Chairman, I ask for a division. 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 87, noes 31. 

The CHAIRMAN, The motion is agreed to, and the Clerk will 
report the next bill. - 
MARIA SOMERLAT. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1323) 
propune a pension to Maria Somerlat, widow of Valentine Som- 
erlat. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
rected 


dh 
authorized and di iea — — 


to place on the pension roll. subject to the 


ro 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Maria Someriat widow of 
8 Somerlat, late a private Company A, Twenty-ninth Regiment 


Volunteers, and to pay her a pension at the rate of $8 per month. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read. 

The report (by Mr. Tuomas) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred Senate bill —— 
e ee the same, adopt the accompanying Senate re 
(No, 237) as their own, and y recommend 3 of the 
with the following amendment: 

In line 8 strike out the word “eight” and insert in lieu thereof the word 


“twelve.” 
The soldier died in the prison pen of Andersonville May 5, 1864, and 
bill as amended gives her the persica she would ko kla Son 


March 19, 1896, when the rate was increased from $8 


[Senate Report No. 237, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.] 


The beneficiary named in the bill was pensioned at $8 per month August 
1864, by certificate No, 75871. She subsequently re: ed, and on the ba 
poing 5 to the Commissioner of Pensions, the pensioner was dropped 
rom the ro 

The evidence before the committee includes a certified of the findings 
in an action for divorce begun by Hiram J. Smith sy he Smith (for- 
merly Maria Somerlat), in which the judge of the circuit court for Steuben 
County, Ind., sustained the cross bill and rendered judgment for the defend- 
ant on the ground of cruel treatment, refusal and failure to support, and for 
driving her out of his house. It was shown that the plaintiff had never con- 
tributed for the defendant's support, and that she was obliged to work at 
service to obtain bread. 

In view of these facts and following precedents heretofore established, the 
committee are of the opinion that the benefi should be 


: restored to a 
pensionable status, the rema: having brought her no 33 whatever, 


and that she has been entirely without a husband's support since the death 
of the soldier. 
The amendment recommended in the second paragraph of the 
report was ee to. 
ae 75 TALBERT. Mr. e Fae a „ it, this is a 
i msion a remarried widow who, by marrying again, relin- 
8 all claim for a pension. “i 
Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I submit that by passing bills of 
this kind we assume the position of paying a bounty to widows 
who are not entitled to pensions under the law. 
The CHAIRMAN. e question is, Shall this bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation? 
Mr. TALBERT. I move that the committee rise. 
The motion was rejected—ayes 25, noes 59. 
The question being taken on laying the bill aside with a favor- 
anig „„ the Chairman declared that the ayes seemed 
o have it. 
Mr. TALBERT. I ask for a division. 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 50, noes 19. 
So the bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 


FRANCES P. TRUMBULL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
11 2 for 57 relief of Frances P. Trumbull, widow of Matthew 
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The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the ae and he here 
ea seared, tary be, by is, 


to cause to be pon the on roll of the 
name of Frances P. Trumbull, ide of Matthew M. Trum- 
uatenant-colonel of the Third lowa Infantry Sat Se eee Oe Sees he 

bellion, at $100 per month in lieu of pension now being her. 


Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report read. 
A report (by Mr. Woop) wasr as follows: 


ttee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill 


e Commi H. R. 
54857 for relief of Frances P. Trumbull, widow of Matthew M. Trum 


sub- 


mit the following report: 

Petitioner is the widow of Matthew M. Trumbull, who died May 9, 1894. She 
was to him June 24, 1866. „ has no prop- 
ert 5 


eans, or income whatever, ex 
of dane 27, 1800. Her deceased hus 
Matthew M. 


a June une 8, 1861, as captain OWS 
try. He was promoted tolieutenant-colonel of same Px ornare ore, 10, 1862, 
and honorably discharged November 20, ney Heagain ree: 
80, — as colonel Ninth Iowa Cavalry, and was honorably 
ruary 28, 1866. He was brevetted brigadier- senesced March 1 13, 1865, for Kalk- 
ful and meritorious services. 


captain Third Iowa Infantry he was wounded at the battle of 
which caused his from the service N ber 20,1862. The m. 
records of the Army show on A 16, 1862, he was orchitis“ 
Galen trouble) aaia from received at the of Pittsburg” 


The medical evidence examined by the committee, and which is on file at 
the Pension Office as well as before the committee, shows that for man 
Teea prion to Dip Cearn Genaral ‘Trumbull suffered from disease of the blad. 
er and Sng Dan On the aoe eg his death a post-mortem examination 
made Lemuel C.and Wallace F. Sueras of See Tias 


Anoye, with g 
lvis of one of them.” 152 ? 
rosvenor es affidavit that these pathological conditions 
were the cause of his death.“ He had been General bull's family ERY. 


and had had frequent 
TTC 
of the er. e gives under oa e“ sure 
of said Tumbalf Ema resulted from, and was caused 


that said condition and dea 
by, said wound so received.” 

PE AORE E TEN BA DACA A apo aE pE t of 1889 
and 1890, and treated him “for which was due to retention of 
urine in the bladder.” y, having read the affidavit of Dr. L- O, 
Grosvenor, says, on oath, that * * stone in the kidneys was caused by and 
due to the reten in the bladder; that the Td. tọ the bladder 
caused traumatic obstruction to the urethra, thereby causing the retention, 
paa a that flowed therefrom.” 

mmittee have no doubt but the wound 8 by General Trum- 
pails at at the battle of Shiloh was the cause of his death. 

There is no reason am, 5 should not have been n 
as widow of a captain in July, 1895. T 


stone of considerable = in the 
Dr. L. 


physicians, Drs. 9 Murphy. were shown to E on 
rsonal interview with a special examiner were shown to have personal 
wledge of the facts about which they made affidavits; petitioner's claim 
under the general law had been on file since July 9, 1804; all the evidence 
obtainable, the nature of the case, had been considered. 
3 passing upon the claim seems to your committee to be inex- 
plicable. 


a — pense at e ä is all petitioner could get through he Pension 
e can 
8 68 = 3 Trumbull's services, and the 


The committee. 

destitution of petitioner, recor recommend the passage of the bill with the Ene 
ame en 

1 out the moros “one hundred,” in lines 7 and 8, and insert in lieu 


è words “tho relief” and insert in lieu thereof the 
wr Strikg ont of title tho y 


Line 7, after the 9 “infantry,” insert “colonel of the Ninth Iowa 
Cavalry and brevet brigadier- general.“ 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, Irise for a parliamentary 


inet CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. How much time is allowed for debate on 


this bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘Ten minutes; five minutes for and five min- 
utes a, t the bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is now ten minutes after 5 o'clock. I 


think i it is time that the committee should rise. I make that 


Age . THOMAS. I should like to offer a few amendments to per- 
fect this bill and then have it acted on, after which I will myself 
make the motion which the monan from Tennessee suggests. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ifthe gentleman will make the motion 
when this bill is disposed of, allright. I do not object to this bill. 


I withdraw my motion. 
Mr. THO Loffer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
In line 4 strike out the words cause to be and insert place.“ 
In line 8 strike out at and insert and pay a pension of.” 
The amendments were agreed to 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
favorably to the House. 


OMAS. I move that the committee now rise. 
The motion was agreed to 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having re- 
sumed the chair, Mr. HENDERSON reported that the Committee of 
the Whole House had directed him to without amendment 
9 sea 5582, 7451, 7 1 — 


2188, and 1886) a 
1810, 688, 1017, 1694, 1787, 1811, 1949, 49, 2183, an vba 


committee had directed him to report with amendments House 
bills numbered ely 4629, 6234, 7115, 6539, 3688, 3999, 3166, 
6560, 2396, 6099, 1 „1069, 6730, 1832, 6015, 3000, 4390, 5764" 6803" 
4901, 7121, 5986, 7457 7205, 6765, 3108, 9689, and 5435, and Senats 
bills numbered respectively 1806, 1495, 178, 2913, and 1323; also 
that the committee had directed him to report House bills num- 
bered respectively 4823, 3714, 2221, and 4534, with the recommen- 
dation that they be laid on the table. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. BRoMWELL, for four days, on account of important 
business. 

To Mr. Eppy, for ten days, on account of sickness in his family. 

To Mr. DINSMORE, for one week, ning yesterday. 

To Mr. STEWART of New Jersey, finitely, on account of 


1 ALLEN of Utah, for three days, on account of illness in 
y. 
To Mr. WELLINGTON, for one week, on account of illness. 
CONTESTED ELECTION—YOST VS. TUCKER, 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia, by unanimous consent, Aann 
the views of a minority of the Committee on Elections No. 8 
ea the contested-election case of Yost vs. Tucker, from the 

th district of Virginia; which were ordered to be printed. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that they had examined and found trul roned bills of the fol- 
4 titles; when the Speaker signed 

(H. R. 9783) to authorize the Union 5 Railroad Company 
oe construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River; 

A bill (S. 3375) authorizing the construction of a bridge across 
the Columbia River, in the State of Washington; 

A bill (S. 3182) granting a pension to Susan E. Cunningham 

2 bn 9975 ee RaT Ee a 

gran a pension 

A bill (8. 1820) to confirm the title to igen Nig ey lands in 5 cna 
Morgan and Harrison Moore and to require the issue of patents 
therefor; AR 

rate Orca OT pernio O- Sarai- 


A bill (S. 
Comly, widow of 
SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills were 
taken from the Speaker's table and referred as follows: 

A bill (S. 3525) to provide for an examination and of a 
water route from the mouth of the jetties at the city of Galves- 
ae 1 hog the ni § channel and up ety cer’ big to the 
city of Houston, Tex., and a riating mone ‘or—to the 
Committee on Rivers and ehori, 2 

A bill (S. 3477) to remove the charge of desertion from the mili- 
f arie iliam H. Linton—to the Committee on Military 


And then, on motion of Mr. Payne (at 5 o’clock and 15 minutes 
p. m.), the House adjourned, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com- 
sos ications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 

ollows: 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
recommendation for anincrease of the limit of Bes of the e 
building at Newark, N. J.—to the Committee on Public 
and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the I Interior, transmitting coe 
to the resolution of the House of January 15, 1897, 1 to 
certain lands in Utah—to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
e 

etter from the Ac e nsmitting 

a 2 copy of gener menor g from the Secretary of War recom- 
g an en fho for the construction of a sea wall at 
Sandy Hook on Appropriations, and 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of rule XIII. bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
284 several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. HULL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to which was 
referred the bill of the House (H. R. 5835) to reorganize the line 
of the Army, etc., reported the same with amendment, accompa- 
nied by a report (No. Hp) Sers said bill and report were re- 
Clone ee the Whole House on the state of the 


PUBLIC BILLS AND 


1897. 
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He also, from the same committee, to which was referred the 
bill of the House (H. R. 8719) entitled An act to provide for ap- 
intment by brevet of active or retired officers of the United 
Btates Army, with certain Senate amendments thereto, re 
the same accompanied by a report (No. 2564); which said 
rt were referredeto the House Calendar. : 
. HILBORN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which 
was referred House bill No. 9567, reported in lieu thereof a bill 
(H. R. 10066) to provide for organizing a naval reserve battalion 
in the District of Columbia, accompanied by a report (No. 2565); 
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LESTER, from the Committee on War Claims, to which was 
referred the bill of the House (H. R. 7618) authorizing the Court of 
Claims to adjudicate certain claims arising under the provisions of 
the act of March 12, 1863, entitled An act to provide for the collec- 
tion of abandoned property, and for the prevention of frauds in 
insurrectionary districts within the United States,” BG 7 the 
same with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. ); which 
said bill and report were referred to the Commi of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. z 

Mr. CHARLES W. STONE, from the Committee on Co xi 
Weights, and Measures, to which was referred the joint u- 
tion of the House (H. Res. 183) authorizing ponar, proceed- 
ings looking to the adoption of an international coin or coins, 

rted the same with amendment, accompanied by a 11 
(N o. 2569); which said bill and report were referred to the - 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana, from the Committee on Elections 
No. 2, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9274) 
to amend an act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the nibble bis e year ending June a 1880, and for yen 
purposes, and to re a certain provision therein, e 
same without amendment, accom by a report (No. 2576); 
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 


and 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on Military Affairs: 
The bill (H. R. 9970) to remove charge of desertion against James 


J. Fluke. 8 tes No. 2549.) r : 

By Mr. IN, from the Committee on Military Affairs: 
The bill 185 R. 5265) for the relief of Anson W. Gillett. (Report 
No. 2550. 

By Mr. TRACEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs: 
The bill (H. nro! to remove charge of absent without leave” 
from mili of Abraham M. Runyon. (Report No. 2551.) 

By Mr. BUCK, from the Committee on War Claims: The bill 
85 R. 558) for the relief of Amelia A. H. Richards, of Fairfax 

unty, Va. S rt No. 2552.) 

By Mr. COO of Texas, from the Committee on War Claims: 
The bill (H. R. 9789) for the relief of the Roman Catholic Church 
of St. Peter’s, at Jackson, Miss. (Report No. 2553. 

By Mr. LESTER, from the Committee on War 3 
; bill (S. 296) entitled “An act for the relief of William H. 
1 . sergeant, United States Army. 

0. £ 
X ə bill o R. 525) for the relief of Christian Ubele, adminis- 
trator of Christian Ubele, deceased. (Report No. 2555.) 
The bill (H. R. SE for the relief of Margaret Geibelhouse, 
administratrix of p Geibelhouse, deceased. (Report No. 


2556.) 

The bill (H. R. 3778) for the relief of Henry Fields, of Savan- 
nah, Ga. rt No. 2557.) 

The bill (H. R. 526) for the relief of William G. Ebbs. (Re- 
port No. 2558. 


) 

A resolution (No. 496) to refer the bill (H. R. 9086) for the relief 
of the estate of Maria Gibson, deceased, late of Culpeper County, 
Va., with all eg Ege For to the Court of Claims, re- 
ported in lieu of House bill No. 9086. (Ropars No. 2559.) 

By Mr. NEILL, from the Committee on War Claims: 

6 bill (H. R. 1186) for the relief of Anna Hunt, administra- 
trix of George F. Hunt, late of Jefferson County, Miss., as found 
due by the Court of Claims under the act of March 3, 1883. (Re- 

rt No. 2560 


port No -) 

The bill (H. R. 2455) for the relief of William Johnson, admin- 
istrator of Thomas I. Johnson, deceased, of Fayette County, Tenn., 
as found due uy Mp Court of Claims under the act of March 3, 
1883. ( rt No. 2561.) 

By Mr. PUGH, from the Committee on War Claims: 

e bill (H. R. 1814) for the relief of Dr. John R. Hall, of Louis- 
ville, Ky. (Report No. 2562.) s, 


A resolution (No. 497) to refer, together with all accompanyi 


papera, to the Court of Claims the e for — 
ef of B. J. Young; (H. R. 2093) for the relief of E. C. Oakley, 
administrator of W. H. Neal, d. late of Shelby County, 
Tenn.; (H. R. bag oes the relief of estate of B. B. ille, de- 
ceased, of Shel aunty, Tenn.; (H. R. 2090) for the relief of 
Jacob Glenn, of Memphis, Shelby County, Tenn.; (H. R. 1574) 
for relief of Mary F. Pollan inistratrix of William H. Pollan, 
deceased, late of Crittenden County, Ark.; (H. R. 2516) for 
the relief of Mary N. Westmoreland, of Obion 1 Tenn. 
formerly of Lauderdale County, Ala.; (H. R. 1765) for the relief 
of the estate of W. S. Hyland, ased, of Warren County, Miss.; 
H. R. 1087) for the relief of S. L. nter, of Fayette County, 
enn.; (H. R. 2496) for the relief of the estate of James L. Hol- 
land, deceased, of Lauderdale County, Ala.; (H. R. 2587) for the 
relief of the estate of Vincent Armistead, deceased, and (H. R. 
8799) for the relief of Mrs. Sarah E. Norton, of Memphis, Tenn., 
reported in lieu of House bills Nos. 5058, 2093, 2115, 2090, 1574, 
2516, 1765, 1087, 2496, 2537, and 8799. (Report No. 2563.) 
By Mr. BELL of Colorado, from the Committee on the Publi 


Lands: The bill (H. R. 9499) authorizing and di the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to sell certain to A. L. Willi and 
for other . (Report No. 2566.) 

By Mr. IN of Idaho, from the Committee on the Public 


Lands: The bill (H. 2 9162) for the relief of the heirs of John W. 


Johnson. 0. 2567.) 

By Mr. AT RICK, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

ons: 

The bill (H. R. 5898) granting a pension to Amanda M. Way, 
* The bill (H. R. 9717 n of to Willia 

e $ ) ing an increase ion m 
Blades. rt No. 71. as 

By Mr. McCLELLAN, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: The bill (S. 2184) entitled An act granting a pension to 
William F. Johnson.” (Re No. 2572.) 

By Mr. SULLOW AY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 10020) granting a pension to Louise Van Atter. 
(Report No. 2578.) 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
a “a 8568) granting a pension to Florence Tate. (Report 

0. 

ig Bones AVERY, from the Committee on War Claims: The bill 
(S. 2570) entitled An act to authorize the readjustment of the 
accounts of army officers who were vee of West Point Mili- 
tary Academy.” (Report No. 2575.) 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 

re following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
‘ollows: 

By Mr. FISCHER: A bill (H. R. 10058) in relation to the col- 
5 flrs of revenue to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MAHON; A bill (H. R. 10059) to authorize the read just- 
ment of the accounts of certain army officers—to the Committee 
an Mr JENKINS: A bill (H. R. 10060) making 

y Mr. $ R. an appropri 

ion for the purchase of the scale known as Fairbanks's infallible 
American gold and silver coin scale and counterfeit-coin detector, 
for use in the post-offices throughout the United States—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. MEIKLEJOHN: A bill (H. R. 10061) to amend an act 
entitled “An act granting to the Eastern Nebraska and Gulf 
Railway Company right of way through the Omaha and Winne- 
bago Indian reservations, in the State of Nebraska,” by extending 
the time for the construction of said railway—to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. HYDE: A bill (H. R. 10062) to grant a right of way 
through the Fort Pap Military Reservation, in the State of 
Washington, to the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway 
Company—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SCRANTON: A bill (H. R. 10063) to provide for the 
naturalization of certain Indians residing upon the Annete Islands, 
Alaska—to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. SAYERS: A bill (H. R. 10064) to provide for the twelfth 
and subsequent censuses—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill (H. R. 10065) to incorporate the 
District of Columbia Suburban Railway Company—to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. PAYNE: A bill (H. R. 10067) toamend . An act to amend | 
An act to amend section 4400 of Title LII of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States, concerning the regulation of steam vessels,’ 
approved August 7, 1882,” and also to amend section 4414, Title 
LU, of the Revised Statutes, ‘‘ Regulation of steam vessels“ to 
the Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 

By Mr. BEACH: A resolution (House Res. No. 498) relative to 
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a uniform standard of value in trade andcommerce with 
China, Japan, the several republics and colonies of the American 
Hemisphere, the Hawaiian Islands, and the Dominion of Canada— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, a resolution (House Res. No. 499) directing the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce to ascertain and inform the 
Honse of Representatives whether any good reason exists for the 


securi 


further continuance of the bonded privilege between the Great 
Lakes and the Pacific Ocean—to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BOATNER: A bill (H. R. 10068) for the relief of Mrs. 
Ellen Yznaga—to the Committee on War Claims, 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10069) for the relief of Mrs. E. R. Allen, of 
West Carroll Parish, La.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BURRELL: A bill (H. R. 10070) for relief of Phillip 
M. Smith—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10071) for the relief of Edward Chasteen— 
to the Committee on Mili Affairs. 

By Mr. CLARDY: A bill ( 
A. Short—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. KIRKPATRICK: A bill (H. R. 10073) for the relief of 
Barr & Sanner—to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10074) granting a pension to John Clopine— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PICKLER: A bill (H. R. 10075) granting a pension to 
Martin G. Sands—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10076) granting a pension to John W. Elliott 
to the Commiitee on Invalid Pensions. : 

By Mr. RUSSELL of Connecticut: A bill (H. R. 10077) grant- 
ing a pension to Nancy D. Perkins—to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCK: A bill (H. R. 10078).to correct naval record 


of Charles F. Brown—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following 8 and papers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

Mr. ADAMS: Resolutions of the Commercial Exchange of 
Philadelphia, favoring a mail boat in New York Harbor for expe- 
ditin, seigi mails—to the Committee on the Post-Oftice and 
Post- i 

Also, petition of Charles G. Frowert and 18 others, of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., praying for favorable action on House bill No. 4566, 
relating to second-class mail matter, and Senate bill No. 1675, pro 
hibiting the transportation of obscene matter by any agency—to 
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. BOWERS: Petition of 200 citizens of Ontario, Cal., 
favoring the e of the Cameron resolution relating to Cuba— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Petition of Maj. Theodore John Eckerson, 
United States Army, retired, in favor of the readjustment of ac- 
counts of retired officers under act of July 5, 1838—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. GROUT: Petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Addison County, Vt., Mrs. L. D. Dyer, president, 
for the passage ot Senate bill No. 2485, to further protect the first 
day of the week as a day of rest in the District of Columbia—to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, memorial of Jovite Pinard, late of Company C, Eighth 
Regiment Vermont Volunteers, in support of the petition granting 
a medal to those who participated in the siege of Port Hudson, 
June 15, 1863—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HURLEY: Petition of macaroni manufacturers of the 
State of New York, fora duty of 2 cents per pound on macaroni— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. OVERSTREET: Paper to accompany House bill No. 
$278, for the classification of clerks in the first and second class 
post-offices, and fixing the salaries of the same—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. QUIGG: Petition of members of the Tea Trade of the 
United States, residing in New York City, relating to the importa- 
tion of impure and unwholesome teas—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. TRACEWELL (by request): Petition of Samuel Reid 
Post, No. 87, Grand Army of the Republic, of Salem, Ind.; also 
petition of 92 citizens of Harrison County, Ind., requesting the 
recognition of Cuba as a free and independent government—to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. WOOD: Evidence in ypo of House bill No. 9999, to 
correct the military record of Charles W. Hammond—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. A 


R. 10072) for the relief of William 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D, 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yesterday's pro- 
ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, and 
by unanimous consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 

HARBOR AT ASTORIA, OREG. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in onse toa 
resolution of December 21, 1896, a report of the Chief of Engineers 
relative to the harbor at Astoria, Oreg.; which, with the accom- 
panying papare was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be print:d. 

ST, LOUIS RIVER BRIDGE. 

Mr. VILAS. I should like to have referred back to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce the bill (H. R. 9752) to amend an act entitled 
“An act to authorize the construction of a steel bridge over the 
St. Louis River between the States of Wisconsin and Minnesota,” 
approved April 24, 1894, as amended by an act approved August 
4, 1894, entitled An act to amend an act to authorize the con- 
struction of a steel bridge over the St. Louis River between the 
States of Minnesota and Wisconsin.” The bill was reported by 
the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. NELSON], who is upon the floor, 
and with whom I have conversed in respect to it. e object of 
the recommittal is for a further hearing in respect to the provi- 
sions of the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, it will be 
so ordered. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. GALLINGER. I present a petition authorized by the 


American Humane tion in annual convention at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, September 26, 1896, praying for the of the 
bill for the prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Co- 


lumbia. 

In connection with the petition I desire to present letters from 
the president and vice-president and four members of the board 
of trust of Western ve University, of Cleveland, Ohio; 
Charles F. Meserve, president of Shaw University, Raleigh, N. C.; 
James R. Day, chancellor of Syracuse University, of Syracuse, 
N. V.; Jesse Johnson 5 of Muskin College, New Con- 
cord, Ohio;. L. L. Hob , president of Guilford College, Guilford, 
N. C.; D. H. Cochran, president of the Pol hnic Institute, of 
Brooklyn, N. X.; Albert Bushnell Hart, of vard University, 
Cambridge, Mass.; John Bascom, of the faculty of Williams Col- 
lege, Williamstown, Mass.; Harriet Prescott Spofford, of Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Hiram Corson, of Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y.; 
Herbert E. Ward and his distinguished wife, Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps Ward, of Newton Highlands, Newton Center, Mass., and 
William Rounseville Alger, of Boston, Mass., all praying for the 


of the bill. 

I ask that the petition of the Humane Society and the letters I 
have phates be printed asa document for the use of the Senate, 
and that the petition and 3 papers lie on the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the memorial of Leo Wise, publisher 
of the American aelite, of Cincinnati, Ohio, remonstrating 
against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second- 
class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of Homer E. Moore, pub- 
lisher of the Primitive Christian, of Panama, Nebr., remonstrat- 
ing e the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CHILTON presented the petition of John B. Bass and sun- 
dry other citizens of Smith County, Tex., praying for the estab- 
lishment in the rural precincts of mail boxes for the reception of 
mail; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. MORRILL. I peen a petition of citizens of this city who 
are owners of several parcels of land that occupy a position in 
front of the Senate wing, near that occupied now by the Library 
building, praying that Congress will take some action in relation 
to the purchase of those squares and of three triangular lots cor- 
responding to those that were purchased by the Government for 
the Library building, so that they may know whether the Senate 
will act favorably or unfavorably upon the bill authorizing the 
purchase of a site for the accommodation of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. I move that the petition be printed as a 
document and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, 

The motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. THURSTON porsa a petition of James A. Garfield 
Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of Red Cloud, Nebr., pray- 
ing for the adoption of the so-called Cameron resolutions recog- 
ay g the independence of Cuba; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 
He also presented the memorial of John C. Thompson, publisher 
of the American, of Omaha, Nebr., and the memorial of R. B. 
Enslow, publisher of the Argus, of Alexandria, Nebr., remonstrat- 
ing against the ge of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. sae 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Camden, N. J.; praying for the enactment 
of legislation to protect State antigambling laws from nullifica- 
tion through interstate gambling by telegraph, telephone, or other- 
wise, etc.; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Camden, N. J., praying for the passage of the so- 
called Phillips bill, authorizing the e of a nonpartisan 
commission to collate information and to consider and recommend 
legislation to meet the problems presented by labor, agriculture, 
son 75 ital; which was referred to the Committee on Education 
an r. 

Mr. BATE presented the memorial of Bishop & Smith, publish- 
ers of the Crossville Chronicle, of Crossville, Tenn., and the me- 
morial of W. H. Weakley, assistant editor of the Messenger, of 
Nashville,Tenn., remonstrating against the passage of the so-called 
Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PROCTOR presented a memorial of the Master Car Build- 
ers’ Association of Rutland, Vt., remonstrating against the adop- 
tion of a metric system of weights and measures; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Mr. COCKRELL, Isupposed that the bill (H. R. 8298) relat- 
ing to mortgages in the Indian Territory had been referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and, so supposing, I had referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary sundry petitions, memorials, etc., 
to be considered in connection with that bill. Lask that the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged from the consideration of 
the papers, and that they be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs for consideration with House bill 828. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 567) for the relief of the Continental Fire Insur- 
ance Company and others, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submi reports thereon: > 

A bill (H. R. 8683) ting a pension to Frederick Lierman; 

A bill (H. R. 2231) for the relief of Bluford Reeder; 

A bill (H. R. 8333) granting a pension to Thomas S. Daugherty; 

A bill (H. R. 717) granting a pension to Mary Ann Lafferty; an 

A bill (S. 8540) granting a pension to Mirum C. Peck. 

Mr. BACON, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 939) for the relief of Cogswell & Co., 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. WALTHALL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 514) to remove the charge of 
desertion from the military record of Wear Crawford, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. STEWART, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the amendment submitted by Mr. GORMAN on the 21st 
ultimo, intended to be propo to the general deficiency appro- 
priation bill, reported favorably thereon, and moved that it be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, with the accompany- 
W and printed; which was agreed to. 

e also, from the same committee, reported an amendment 
intended to be proposed to the general deficiency appropriation 
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom were referred the 
following bills, reported them severally without amendment, and 
submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (S. 8424) for the relief of Capt. george W. Goethals; 

A bill (S. 514) for the relief of Warren Hall; and 


A bill (S. 881) for the relief of the administrators of Isaac P, 
Tice, deceased, and others. 

Mr. BURROWS, from the Committee on Claims, to whom were 
referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
1 all (8. 3689) pone To fi or db adden certain claims 
í 5 ro or the adju on o c 
by the Court of Claims; 


A bill (H. R. 897) for the relief of James Stewart: and 
A bill (S. 3443) for the relief of the Globe Works, of Boston, 


Mr. PEFFER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were 
referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 6282) to increase the pension of Alexander Mc- 
Bride; and F 

A bill (H. R. 4264) granting a pension to Mary Pelham. 


Mr. QUAY, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 


Grounds, to whom was referred the amendment submitted by 
Mr. Hoar on the 19th instant, intended to be proposed to the 
sundty civil appropriation bill, by tice 1 thereon, and 

oved that it be referred to the Committee on Appropriations 
and printed; which was . 80 5 to. 

Mr. PROCTOR, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5610) for the relief of George 
T. Stevens, assistant surgeon Seventy-seventh New York Volun- 
tears, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 

ereon. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom were 
referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment: 

A bill (H. R. 9841) to amend an act authorizing the West Brad- 
dock Bridge Company to construct a bridge over the Mononga- 
hela River from the borough of Rankin to Mifflin Township; and 

A bill (H. R. 9935) to authorize the construction or acquisition 
of a bridge across the Rio Grande River at El Paso, in the State 
of Texas. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3519) to authorize the construction or acqui- 
sition of a bridge across the Rio Grande River at El Paso, in the 
State of Texas, reported adversely thereon, and the bill was 
postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom were referred the following bills, reported them 
severally without amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 6549) prieg a pension to Gideon L. McGinnis; 

A bill (H. R. 4994) for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Martin; and 

A bill (H. R. 6590) granting a pension to William Greer. 

Mr. CANNON, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were 
referred the following bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submitted reports thereon: 

A bill (H. R. 8053) granting a pension to Alice Gard; 

ae (H. R. 6900) increasing the pension of Mary T. Young; 
an 

A bill (H. R. 4547) granting a pension to Silas S. White. 

Mr. BRICE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 1171) to pension Hannah Yazell, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a rt thereon. 
bin 1 8 pame 0 1 5 W. . referred the 

R. granting a on omas J. Thorp, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report . 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 3397) granting a pension to Etta S. Stillson, widow of 
Philo B. Stilson, lieutenant-colonel One hundred and ninth Regi- 
ment New York Volunteers, reported it with an amendment, and 
submitted a report thereon. 

CHICAGO RAILWAY STRIKE OF 1894. 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was 


referred the following concurrent resolution of the House of me 5 
nsid - 


resentatives, repo it without amendment; and it was co 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved by the House of Representat 


ives (the 
Attorney-General be, and is hereby, eee and instrueted to print as an 
appendix to his last annual report full es of all telegraphic and other cor- 


Pelative to the disorders in the city of Chi Hl, d d year 5 
Telative e rders e city oi 0 du sai „and to 
the action taken by the Government of the nited States in 
same. 

RECOGNITION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF A FOREIGN STATE, 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution; and it was considered by unanimous consent; 
and agreed to: : 

Resolved, That there be printed 2,500 additional copies of Senate Document 
No. 56, Fifty-fourth 88 second session, being is Memorandum upon the 
power to recognize the independence of a new foreign state,“ 2,000 of which 
shall be for the use of the Senate, and sent to the Senate document room, and 
500 for the use of the State Department. 


COST AND PRICE OF ARMOR. 
Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution; and it was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 


_Resolved, That there be printed 2,500 additional copies of House Document 
No. 151, Fifty-fourth Congress, second session, being a report of the Secretary 
of the Navy on cost and price of armor, 2,000 of which shail be for the use of 

he Senate, and sent to the Senate document room, and 500 for the use of the 

avy Department. 
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THE COTTON PLANT BULLETIN. 

Mr. GORMAN, from the Committee on Prin’ to whom was 
referred the concurrent resolution submitted by Mr. TILLMAN on 
the 18th instant, reported it without amendment; and it was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to, as follows: 


the scat the Banat in cpa fr’ the aso of the Hout of Representa 
tives, and 2,000 copies for distribution by the of Agriculture. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WILSON introduced a bill (S. 3561) to grant a right of way 
through the Fort Spokane Military Reservation, in the State of 
Washington, to the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway 
Company; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying paper, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also in uced a bill (S. 8562) for the relief of Thomas H. 
Burns; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3563) granting to the Western 
Washington Development Company a right of way through the 
Quinaielt Indian Reservation, in the State of Washington; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill (S. 3564) granting a pension to 
Joseph W. Skelton, of Nebraska; which was read twice by its title, 
8 with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 

ensions. 

Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 3565) to compel street 
railway companies in the District of Columbia to remove aban- 
doned tracks, and for other p ; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. THURSTON introduced a bill (S. 3566) for the relief of 
William H. Webster; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TURPIE (for Mr. VoorHEEs) introduced a bill (S. 3567) 
granting an increase of one to Hugh L. English; which was 
read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred 
to the Committee on ions. 

Mr. BURROWS introduced a bill (S. pod granting thirty days 
of sick leaveannually, with pay, to employees of the Govern- 
ment Printing Office and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on 8 3 

Mr. BURROWS. I present, to accompany the bill, a petition 
of sundry employees of the Government, praying for its ` 
I ask that the petition be printed as a document, and referred to 


the Committee on Printing. 
. In the absence of objection, it will 


The VICE-PRESIDEN 
be so ordered. 

Mr. ALDRICH introduced a bill (S. 8569) to provide a life- 
saving station at or near Green Hill, on the coast of South Ki 
ton, in the State of Rhode Island; which was read twice by its 
title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. PERKINS. I introduce a joint resolution, which I ask to 
be read and referred to the Committee on Mines and Mining. 

The joint resolution (S. R. AS to provide means for securing 
information relating to mines and related industries was read the 
first time by its title and the second time at length, and referred 
to the Committee on Mines and Mining, as follows: 
interests of the United States have not a clearly 
m in the of the 5 and 

Whereas it is desirable that shall be gath and pu ed statis- 
tics and other information that will be of value to and related indus- 
the statistics now obtained are secured by the Geological Survey 


aud the Director of the Mint; 
“Whereas it is desirable that all statistics relating to mines and mining be 


co by one organization: 

Resolved, etc., That a commission be, and is hereby, eink pen cl caper ye oe ad 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, the Commissioner of 5 
and the Di ical Survey, whose duty shall be to determine 


Whereas the mining 
defined representation i 


irector of the 
the best method of e the facts of general importance relating to 
mines and mining within the United whether by a mining bureau, a 
secretary of mines and „ & commissioner of eS, or a 
and ta report to the Secretary of the Interior for his examination and appro 
a bill providing means for securing all necessary information concerning 
Tulnthg and related industries within the United States. 

AMENDMENTS TO SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. FRYE submitted an amendment intended to be pro 
by him to the sundry civil 5 bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the sundry civil e e bill; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. os 
A message from the House of Representatives, W. 
BROWNINd, its Chief Clerk, announced that the Tse hall passod 


the third time, and passed. 


the bill (S. 319) for the relief of h who i 
as ( ) i telegraph operators served in 


war of the 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 8551) to establish rail- 
road bridges across the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, in Ken- 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 


The message further announced that the of the House 
had signed the follo enrolled bills; and were thereupon 
signed by the Vice- dent: 

A bill (S. 637 pension to George M. Brooks; 


an a 

( Ga — — an increase of pension to Sarah E. 
Comly, widow o Maj. Clifton Comly; 
A bill (S. 1320) to confirm the title to certain lands in William 
Morgan and Harrison Moore, and to require the issue of patents 


therefor; 
A bill (S. 2008) granting a pension to Fanny Moale Gibbon; 
m; 


A bill 8. 8182) granting a pension to Sarah E. Cun: 
A bill (S. 3375) 3 the construction of a bridge across 
the Columbia River, in the State of . 
A bill (H. R. 9783) to authorize the Union Company to 
construct and maintain a bridge across the Monongahela River. 
NEW YORK CITY CUSTOM-HOUSE BUILDING, 


Mr. HILL. In behalf of my coll Ə [Mr. Murpuy], who 
was called away and has not returned, I ask for the present con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 8520) to provide for the erection of a cus- 
tom-house in the city of New Yor 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds with an 
amendment, in section 1, line 8, after the name Post” to strike 
out and,“ and in line 4, after the name Kilbreth,” to insert 
Edward F. Brown and Hugh J. Grant,” so as to make the sec- 


tion read: 

That Charles N. Taintor, George B. James T. Kilbreth, Edward F, 
Brown, and Hugh J. Grant, citizens of New a yp Bs ta nists ted and 
constituted a board of commissioners, to be known as the ted States 
custom-house building commissioners, and they the erec- 
tion an of a suitable, commodious, and fire 
3 tom-house, 


tor the p of a cus upon the t 
in the — of New Y hi 
N. E N ork, which sito is Bounded By Wall, William, and 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Ishould like to know if the bill has been 
reported from a committee, and if the report is unanimous? 

8 5 The report is unanimous from two committees of 
y. 

Mr. PETTIGREW, Ishouldlike to have the Senator from New 
York inform me further whether it is customary to appoint a 
commission and name them, for the purpose of constructing these 
bonding, or is this a new departure 

Mr. . It is customary. It has been done in a large 
number of instances, I will inform the Senator, and the Sec- 
Pita fe the Treasury approves of this form. There is no objec- 
tion to it. 

Mr. QUAY. I understand that the bill follows the precedent 
in oe" 3 New York public buildings, and it is a bill 
approve 0 8 Department. 

$ PETTIGREW. I understand the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds to say that it is custom- 
8 8 t these commissioners in the bill itself? 

A g AY. Yes; that is my understanding. 

. PETTIGREW. And that this designation is approved by 
the Treasury? 


of the 
Mr. QUAY. Yes; these bills come from the Treasury Depart- 
ment. The bill makes no appropriation. It merely diverts a 


sum of ere icra! pe as to the purchase of a site 

for the erection of a new building upon the old site. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. It seems to me it would be a better custom 
to have these officers appointed by the Treasury Department 
to upon the qualifications of 


rather than have us pass 
these people and Se orig them ourselves. It ap to me it 
is a bad custom and that it ought not to be adopted. No such 
precedent ought to be established by the Senate. If it has been 
established 

Mr. QUAY. It has been established. 


Mr. PETTIGREW. If that has been the custom, Ido not know 
that I am prepared to undertake to change a custom already 
established, but it is certainly a very bad one and never ought to 
have been established. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment reported by the committee. 

The ent was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 


ment was conc in. 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 


1897. 
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PACIFIC RAILROADS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
resolution of the Senator from Alabama Hur. MoRGaN], coming 
over from a previous day. The resolution will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A resolution directing the Committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire into and report as to the default of the Pacific 
railroads in the payment of certain bonds issued by the United 
States in aid of said roads. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask unanimous consent that the resolution 
may go over. Because of other engagements I have not been able 
to examine certain 


IDEN‘ i 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, the reso- |* 


tution will go over as indicated. 
DIVISIONAL LINE BETWEEN VENEZUELA AND BRITISH GUIANA. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
resolution of the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW], 
coming over from a previous day. The resolution will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution submitted by Mr. PETTIGREW 
on the 18th instant, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, ad is hereby, directed to send to 
the Senate a statement of the proceed of commission ap to 
inv te and repor upon the true divisional line between the Republic of 
Venezuela and British Guiana, together with a copy of the treaty or agree 
ment between the United States and Great Britain upon the foubject of the 
boundary, — eement has been submitted to the Government of Vene- 
zuela for consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution. : : 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, this is a simple resolution 
of inquiry, and upon a subject, I think, that should be brought 
to the knowledge of the people of the United States. 

The controversy over the boundary between Venezuela and 
British Guiana has continued for seventy-five you. England 
has constantly encroached upon the territory of Venezuela, occu- 
pyi a county more than twice as great as the original region 

to her. 

This controversy continued until 1841, when England marked the 
Schomburgk line, building mounds and setting posts and designat- 
ing the country that she claimed. To this Venezuela protested, 
and her protest continued until 1887, when she withdrew her 
minister and refused to have further diplomatic relations with 
Great Britain. The good offices of this country were solicited, 
correspondence ensued, and the present Executive, through the 
Secretary of State, asked Great Britain to submit the question of 
boundary to arbitration. This was refused. The British prime 
minister, in hisletter to the British am or, makes the follow- 
ing statement: 

It will be seen from je ne ee that the Government of Great 
Britain have from the first held the same view age the extent of territory 
which they are entitled to claim Amater of rig t. It comprised the coast 

e whole n of the uibo River 


line up to the — Amacura, an 
and its tributarles. A portion of t claim, however, they have always been 
gard to another portion, they have 


willing to waive altogether; in been 
and continue to be — — to gu t the r of their title to 
n the so-called 


bitration. As regards the rest, that W. lies Schom- 
— ine, they do not consider that the rights of Great Britain are open to 


question. 

In response to this letter on the part of the British prime min- 
ister, the President of the United States transmitted to the Senate 
a message, a message which startled the world and aroused an 
enthusiastic 1 from the patriotic citizens of this country. 
It aroused also in response a of rage from the foreign element 
that has dominated this Administratior, who have their head- 
quarters in New York and are the gamblers of Wall street. 

In response to this message, the Senate passed a bill providing 
for a commission to investigate and determine the true line be- 
tween Venezuela and British Guiana. From this commission we 
haye had no report, although at the time the question was dis- 
cussed as to whether we should not limit the time in which they 
should report, as prompt action was deemed necessary. But no 
report has come. However, in the meantime the Administration 
itself has taken up the matter, has negotiated with Great Britain, 
and finally, as I understand, has agreed upon a treaty and sub- 
mitted it to Venezuela for their ratification. The public prints 
inform us that this treaty provides that no territory shall be sub- 
ject to arbitration which has been in the possession of Great Brit- 
ain or British citizens for fifty years. In other words, this treaty 
provides that there shall be no arbitration of the territory inside 
the Schomburgk line. The treaty provides, then, that we shall 
surrender the whole contention, for the Schomburgk line was run 
in 1841, fifty-five years ago. The treaty provides that possession 
for fifty years shall be construed as conveying a title, and that 
territory occupied for fifty years shall not be arbitrated. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. President, it seems to me the 
people of the United States, for they are supposed to govern this 
country rather than the present Executive, should be taken into 


the confidence of the Executive and the Government, and these 


facts laid before them. 
I presume that Venezuela will submit, although she broke rela- 
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tions with Great Britain because she refused to accept arbitration 
which did not embrace the country within the Schomburgk line. 
She will accept it because, having asked our good offices, she has 
nothing else to do. Any other e e pawarta] nation, would 


have gone to war, would have attacked and driven ont the en- 
croaching settlers from British Guiana and occupied their own 
territory. Venezuelais weak. She Ft er to find a friend and a 
defender in the United States. Ins of that, our Administra- 
tion joined Great Britain and is now compelling them to accept 
thut which they refused to accept and for which they dissolved 
relations with Great Britain. 

Further than that, Mr. President, it is a matter of humiliation 
to the people of the United States, after having mded so ar- 
dently and so earnestly to the only thing Grover Cleveland ever 
did that entitled him to their respect, that they should now be be- 
trayed into the hands of this modern pirate without a full knowl- 
edge of all the facts. I say that it is due to the Administration 
that the treaty should be laid before the country and before the 
Senate and that all the facts be known. 

This remarkable message, in the light of the treaty which has 
now been made and submitted to Venezuela, reads as follows: 

o course to be pursued by this Government, in view of the present con- 
dition, does not appear to admit of serious doubt. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President 

o VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from South Dakota 
vie 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Certainly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have already suggested to the Senator that 
I think it is notin order to comment upon a treaty pending in the 
Senate except in executive session. I therefore make the point, 
and ask that the doors be closed if the Senator wishes to go on 
and discuss the matter. I consider it my duty to do it, in view of 
the position loccupy. I think that the better way, unless the Sen- 
ator will defer his remarks until an executive session. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I will say to the Senator from Ohio that I 
am not commenting on a treaty which has been submitted to the 
Senate. I introduced a resolution asking the Secretary of State 
to transmit to the Senate a copy of the treaty which has been sub- 
mitted to Venezuela for their ratification. Under the circum- 
stances, I think it is entirely proper that all the facts should be 
known to the country. However, I wish simply to read a portion 
of the President’s 815105 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Dakota will 

suspend. The Chair did not understand whether the Senator 
from Ohio entered a motion. 
_ Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection at all to the Senator read - 
ing from a public document, but reference to treaties, etc., pend- 
ing can only be made, according to our rules, in executive session, 
I do not wish in the least to disturb the Senator in his discussion 
of any matter already published, and it isin order, of course, to dis- 
cuss what has appeared in a public document. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. This is a ae document sent to the 
Senate on the 7th of December, 1895. This message, which the 
President transmitted to the Senate, which was construed as a 
declaration of war, so far as he is able to declare war, contains 
the following paragraph: 


The course to be pursued by this Government in view of the present - 
dition does not ap to t of ous doubt. Hayi: red faithf 
for many years to induce Great Britain to submit this mte to impa: 


recognize 
Great Britain’s present propositi 
ough any 
r her advan- 
and may enter into of 
to by the United States. 


Mr. President, it appears from all the knowledge we have of the 
treaty submitted to Venezuela that we have surrendered this very 
contention, and have insisted that only that territory outside of 
the Schomburgk line shall be submitted to arbitration, exactly 
what Great Britain insisted upon doing previous to the sending of 
this message to the Senate. I say, therefore, that the people of 
the United States have a right to know what this agreement or 
treaty is that we have submitted to Venezuela, in order that the 
may pass judgment upon it before the people of Venezuela act. 
ask unanimous consent for the adoption of the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on ing to the 
resolution submitted by the Senator from South Dakota. 

Mr. HILL and Mr. SHERMAN. Let it be read. 

The Secretary again read the resolution, 

Mr. SHER I think the resolution had better lie on the 
table. I 5 to its consideration to-day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state to the Sena 
from Ohio that the resolution comes over from yesterday, an 
that it has been reached in the regular order of business. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I then suggest an executive session. I 


moye—— 
Mr. PETTIGREW. Let it be referred. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator from South Dakota will allow 
the resolution to be referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, I think that would be'the best disposition of it. Imovethat 
the resolution be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I-shall not object to its reference to the 
‘Committee on Foreign Relations if that is the desire of the chair- 
‘man of the committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR TO ELECTORAL MESSENGERS, 


Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask unanimous consent that the gen- 
tlemen who come to the capital as m rs from the electoral 
co of their several States, bringing the electoral vote, may 
be admitted upon the floor of the Senate for twenty-four hours 
after their arrival im Washi 
Senators from their State. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 
the Senator from Massachusetts? The ir hears none, and it 
Will ‘be:so ordered. 


ELECTRIC SUBWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to the laying 
of electric 5 — in the District of Columbia. 

~The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Missouri. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of 
the Whole, resumed the consideration of the joint resolution. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. President, I regret that, by reason of 
the position which I have held as a member of the subcommittee 
which investigated this entire question and as a member of the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, it becomes my duty to 
lay before the Senate the facts upon which that committee acted 
and the reasons that influenced it in presenting a favorable recom- 
mendation to the Senate of the joint resolution. I regret also that 
the Senator from New York [Mr. HILL] in the discussion of this 

nestion has deemed it proper to use la ə Which I am satis- 

he did not-intend—at least I hope he did not—and which, if 

‘believed he did. I should feel justified in o izing in a 
manner which would at least vindicate my sense of indignation 
at the application of such terms to either subcommittee, the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, or the distinguished Sen- 
ator from Missouri [Mr. CookRELL] who introduced this joint 
resolution. When a Senator uses such as that this is 
“a trick” and “a scheme,” it is not only unparliamentary, but, 
sir, it implies that there are motives other public motives 
which influence and control Senators who are responsible for the 
favorable report onsuch a resolution. It was such remarks which 
made me somewhat sensitive yesterday; it was thatremark which 
should make any b card Senator sensitive; but I feel that 
Jam bound to give the tor from New York the benefit of the 
disclaimer he made before he took his seat, when he said that he 
did not mean to imply improper action on the part of. member 
of the Senate or of the Committee on the District. of Columbia in 
the reporting of the joint resolution. 

There is another matter which I regret, which occurred in the 
discussion by the Senator from New York. He ‘has assumed to 

lave this question before the Senate the narrow basis that 

t involves only the interest of two electric-lighting companies 
2 within the District of Columbia, I can assure the Sen- 
ate und the Senator from New York that if that were the question 
involved by this joint resolution, [should not occupy two minutes 
‘of the time of the Senate to vindicate the duty of the Senate in 

assing the joint resolution which has been reported favorably 
by the Committee on the District. of Columbia. It is not a ques- 


tion between two electric-lighting companies. The question in- 
volved in this joint resolution is a question of public policy, 
inaugurated six years ago by the Congress of the United States, 


through its committees, and one approved at every session of 
Congress since by both Houses of Con 
applicable to this District, which has in stronger 
‘more emphatic, and clearer language, by the distinguished Boar 
of Commissioners now in office, than I feel competent to equal by 
any language which I could employ. No, sir; this is not a contest 
een two rival companies; this is not a controversy involving 
the digging a little ditch” in the streets of Washington. The 
principles involved in this joint resolution embrace the control of 
every corporation in this city, and its pw is to hold Congres- 
sional control over such corporations, Which has‘been firmly held 
for a period of five years in carrying out this public policy. 

I feel that Ishould give to the Senate a brief account of the 
conditions which have produced the state of affairs necessitating 
the passage of ‘this joint resolution ae The Potomac 
L ing Company bought two plants in the ict of Columbia, 
one at Eckington and one at Georgetown. In 1895 and 1896 they 
received permits from the ‘District Commissi: 


„on being introduced by the 


down under s 


It is a public policy 


oners to extend their 


Iines, both overhead and underground. It proceeded to extend 
its lines for some considerable distance, When an infunction 
was filed against a further extension Whether the United 
States Electric Lighting Company or by citizens of e District, I 
am now unable to say, and it is immaterial to this controversy 
by whom filed. When that injunction came on to be finally 
heard, Justice Bingham, of the District court, decided that under 
the law as it exists there was no law wering the Commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia to allow one foot of con- 
duit or overhead wires for electric purposes to be laid, or that 
could authorize them to grant permits for connection with the 
wires already laid for house lighting. That decision of Justice 
Bingham applied solely to the Potomac Company, and rendered 
absolutely worthless the plants which they had in Eckington and 
Georgetown. 

Mr. HILL. WilltheSenatorallow me to ask him a question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ALLEN in the chair). Does 
heen! from West Virginia yield to the Senator from New 

ork? ` 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HILL. What was the date of that decision? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I can mot state to the ‘Senator ‘the exact 
date, but it was in the spring of 1896. As soon as ‘that decision 
was rendered, the Potomac Company came to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia and laid their grievances before it. The 
committee held that this was unjust not only to the company 
but it defeated the rights of a large number of citizens who had 
constructed buildings based upon the existence of this plant as 
constituted to connect their wires. They were not within the 
reach of any other electric-lighting company or gas company, and 
therefore were driven back to the use of oil or candle li for 
illuminating purposes. 

Mr. HILL. Ido not mean to annoy the Senator 

Mr. FAULKNER. Not at all. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator is entirely familiar with this matter, 
and I desire to get what information | can in regardtoit. At the 
time of which the Senator speaks, of Justice Bingham's decision, 
Were the wires of the other company in use into Washington? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Of course. 

Mr. HILL. It does not follow as of course. f 

Mr. FAULKNER. It does, because those wires had been put 
ial laws passed year by year by Congress, and 
had authorized such constructions and extensions. There is noth- 
ing in the decision of Judge Bingham and nothing involved in 
the er in that case which affected the company known as 
the United tates Electric Lighting pany. but decision 
did seriously affect the Potomac Company. When this company 


came to Con and ted this condition of affairs, showing 
not only the injustice to it, but demonstrating the t injustice 
to the public in Georgetown, and as the relief sought did not con- 


flict with any general policy that Co had established, the 
committee at once reported a bill, which we ‘understood at that 
time was satisfactory to the . which would meet 
their full approval and give ‘the ief asked. That bill was 
reported by the distinguished Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Har- 
ae) in May, 1895. When, therefore, the Senator from New York 
said on yesterday that he could state to the Senate what the posi- 
tion of Senator from Tennessee upon this joint resolution was, 
I would question that assertion, unless he bases his information 
of the position of that ‘Senator n information subsequent to 
the reporting of the bill to which I have referred. 
What did that bill provide? It demonstrated the correctness of 
rel ponon which Jam now maintaining, shows that it was en- 
irely satisfactory to the co: Y, and that it was in the interests 
of the public. bill provides: 


5% A line conn 
of the Potomac Electric 
on U street and the power house of 


ae Company, to be used for power purposes only within the city of 
ashin 


ton. 
(c) The Potomac Electric Power Company is further authorized to make 
necessary house connections with its lines. 


This bill was favorably reported by the Senator from Tennesseo 
on the 8th day of May, 1896, with, I believe, a unanimous 
from the District Committee. We found that it was then too late 
in the session to secure the relief demanded by the Potomac Com- 
pany, and feeling, therefore, thut a t injustice was being done 
to the mer eres as well as to the public interests in that section of 
the city of Washington, we appealed to the Appropriations Com- 
wittee—I think I was selec’ y the Committee on the District of 


Columbia and instructed to bring the subject to theattention of the 
t committee had in conference 
I appeared before that committos 


Committee on Appropriations. 
the District appropriation bill. 


1897. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 963 


and called their attention to the subject and to its im ce and 
to our inability to pass the bill and secure the relief at so late a 
day in the session. The result was that the subcommittee of the 
Senate took up this question with a view of granting the relief 
asked by the Potomac Company in accordance with the provisions 
of the bill introduced and reported favorably by the Senator from 
Tennessee on behalf of the District Committee; and after hearing 
both sides, it being understood that it was satisfactory to all in- 
terests, and yet at the same time preserving the policy which has 
verned that committee and the Committee on the District of 
Solumbia for fiveyears, they then embodied what they considered 
to be the language used in this bill or its equivalent in the appro- 
priation bill for the District of Columbia. They thought the 
uestion was satisfactorily settled, but it seems that it was not. 
ter the adjournment of Congress the Commissioners advertised 
for bids for the electric lighting in all parts of the District. 

Mr. GRAY. May I ask the ator a question for information? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from West 
Virginia yield to the Senator from Delaware? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Certainly. 

Mr.GRAY. By what authority of law did the Commissioners 
ask for those bids? 

Mr. FAULKNER. The authority upon which the right of ex- 
tending the conduits is based is the authority contained by impli- 
cation in the appropriation act for the District of Columbia and 
in the sundry civil sib act passed on the 1ith day of 
June, 1896, which made an appropriation for lighting and exten- 
sion of service, and, as the court held, impliedly authorized the 
Commissioners to extend the conduits of either of these companies 
in carrying out this authority. 

Mr. GRAY. Iam very much interested in what the Senator is 
saying, and I ask again for information. Was there another de- 
cision after the one to which the Senator first referred? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I shall presently refer to two more. 

Mr. GRAY. Then I understand there were decisions in which 
the Potomac Company was the plaintiff? 

Mr. FAULKNER. It was the defendant. 

Mr. GRAY. A case in which the Potomac Company was 
defendant, in which the court held that there was no pones in the 
District Commissioners to grant licenses to anyone to lay conduits? 

Mr. FAULKNER. To grant permits to the Potomac Company. 
The court did not go outside of the issues made in the case in ren- 
dering its decision. 

Mr. GRAY. To the Potomac Company? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Les; and not only not to lay conduits or to 
extend overhead wires, but even that there was no authority to 
make connections with the conduits and wires already laid. 

Mr. GRAY. And it was the hardship imposed upon them by 
that decision that was relieved by your committee in 1896? 

Mr. FAULKNER. In 1896. 

Mr. GRAY. Afterwards, the Senator says, there was a provi- 
sion inserted in a general appropriation act, which, the court con- 
1 the Commissioners by inference the right to do that? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I will explain that. 

Mr. GRAY. Ionly want to get at the facts. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The District appropriation bill having been 
passed and the sundry civil bill providing for electric lighting in the 
streets and parksenacted, as the committee supposed, limiting these 
corporations geographically in the extension of their wires, the 
Commissioners advertised for bids, assuming that they had theright 
to let contracts to any company, whether existing at the time of 
the passage of the act or that might come into the District at any 
time before the bids were a ed. Before the Commissioners 
awarded any contract they referred the question of law to the dis- 
trict attorney, as to whether they had the power, under the law, 
to give the contract for lights east of Rock Creek to any other 
company than the United States Electric Lighting Company. The 
district attorney, in his written opinion, held that they had not 
such a right, but the Commissioners, believing that their construc- 
tion of the law was the correct one, proceeded to award the con- 
tract for certain lighting east of Rock Creek to the Potomac Com- 


any. 
* On the 5th of August, the Potomac Company having bid for all 
the electric lighting authorized by law, although it had no con- 
duit west of Rock Creek, 1 cent less per light per night than the 
other company would have received under the appropriation made 
by Congress, which, as usual, designated the maximum 1 to be 
paid, and as to pek lighting having designated absolutely the 
rice that should be pai r night, two of the Commissiðners de- 
5 ed that, in their judgment, they had the right to t the 
contract for certain lighting east of Rock Creek to the Potomac 
Company, but decided that in all streets Where the United States 
Company were then lighting they would contract with the United 
States Company. I am trying to make an absolutely fair and 
si yey statement of the facts of this case. 
en that was determined upon, the United States Electric 
Light Company obtained an injunction from Judge Cole, involv- 


ing the question as to the legal exercise of the power claimed by 


the Commissioners to grant to the Potomac Pic aad the right 
to extend the system east of Rock Creek. After argument 
and a full review of the case, Judge Cole decided that under the 
terms of the two appropriation acts, by implication the Com- 
missioners had the power, in the exercise of their discretion, to 
award the contract to the Potomac Company, and as a necessary 
result that if the Commissioners gave the contract to a company 
that had no conduit in streets or parks to be lighted they would 
have the right to nt a permit to such company to construct 
proper conduits. at. in substance, was the decision of Judge 
Cole. The United States Electric Company attempted to a 

peal from this decision to the court of appeals. That court held 
that the right of appeal did not exist as a matter of right, as in 
this case it was an attempt to appeal from an interlocutory order 
and not from a final decree; and that as it did not affect any 
possessory right, or the rights of these ies, even if they had 
an exclusive right of easement in the ets, it did not t 
such a case as would take it out of the eral rule and would 
authorize the court to grant the appeal. The court remanded the 
cause back to the circuit court of the District of Columbia, to be 
further proceeded with to a final decree. The case is now before 
the court, proceeding in the ordinary and usual course of chan- 
cery causes, for the purpose, I suppose, as any lawyer would infer, 
of enabling the complainant to get a final decree from the circuit 
court, and, if he deems it proper, back to the court of appeals for 
its final determination as to its legal rights under existing law. 
an is the condition of the law to-day under the decision of Judge 


e. 
What is the real serene involved, admitting that, under the 
decision of Judge Cole, the Commissioners had a legal discretion 
to give to either of these companies the right to construct con- 
duits to carry out the provisions of the act of June 11, 1896? The 
ee presented for the decision of Congress, in the exercise of 
that discretion with which the Commissioners were clothed, is, Was 
it wisely, e and properly exercised in the interest of the 

ublic? If it was, then, of course, I admit that the Senate should 

efeat this jointresolution. Ifthe discretion was wisely exercised 
in this case by the Commissioners, then the policy heretofore 
adopted by Co: during the last five has been a mistaken 
policy, and we should at once change and reverse it. That is the 
question you must pass upon, and thatis the only question involved 
in this joint resolution. 

Let it be remembered by the Senators who so kindly give me 
their attention that the permits granted to the Potomac Company 
to tear up the streets of the eters the tearing up of 7 miles 
of asphalt pavement. Remember, when you come to consider the 
facts in 23 upon the exercise of a wise and judicious discre- 
tion by the Board of Commissioners, that at most of the points 
where these lights were required to be put there were wires or 
electrical conduits established by another company. 

Mr. HILL. Does the Senator say that on the same streets where 
the Potomac Company is now putting down its conduits another 
company was already doing the lighting? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Not in all cases. I said that where the 
lights were required under the decision of the Commissioners of 
the District to be put, in almost every instance the electric wires 
were already upon those streets, New York avenue, I believe, 
being the only exception. 

Mr. HILL. Lafayette Square has none. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes. To furnish lights for Lafayette 
Square the Potomac Company has been compelled to tear up the 
streets for two miles and a half in order to bring their wires to 
that point to furnish but seven lights to that square, when there 
were underground conduits already on three sides of that square. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator give us the figures as to precisely 
what is the extent of this proposed 7 miles on which the United 
States Electric Lighting Company have already their condnits? 

Mr. FAULKNER. The United States Electric Lighting Com- 
pene have their conduits in the streets that come from Rock 

k, but to what extent the conduits are on the same street I 
am unable to answer accurately. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator will allow me one moment. In case 
it is proposed to extend the lights to streets not occupied by the 
United States Electric Lighting Company, in case that company 
had been given the contract where there were no conduits, of 
course the United States Company would also have had to dig up 
the streets, would they not? : 

Mr. FAULKNER. That involves the question I am arguing 
as to the exercise of a wise discretion by the Commissioners, 
There are but very short spaces—— 

Mr. HILL. The point I am making is whether it makes any 
difference, if the streets have to be dug up, what particular com- 
pany digs them up? 

Mr. FAULKNER. No; and that is the very reason I am try- 
ing to get the Senator to understand the fact that it would not 
have been necessary to dig up the streets if the lighting contract 
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had been given to the United States Electric Lighting Company, 
and for this reason the Commissioners have not exercised a wise 
discretion. 

Mr. HILL. Lask what 
already occupied by the 
pany? That is the point. i 

Mr. FAULKNER. I do not suppose there has been a mile. 

Mr. HILL. Not a mile. 

Mr. FAUERKNER. Perhaps not half a mile; I do not know; it 
might have been half a mile. I am not thoroughly familiar with 
the facts, but it certainly is not over a mile. 

Underground electric conduits sufficient to furnish every light 
required would have been constructed, if the contract had been 

iven to the old company, within a limit of a half mile, and there- 
2 it is a question for Congress to decide as to whether the Com- 
missioners have exercised a wise discretion in tearing up six and 
a half more miles of asphalt pavement than was necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this act of June 11, 1896. 

Let us take for illustration Mount VernonSquare. From Mount 
Vernon Square to Lincoln Park is about 3 miles, as these conduits 
are laid out. The contract provides for seven lights in Lincoln 
Square. To light these seven lights 3 miles of the asphalt pave- 
ments of the District must be torn up, which never can be re- 
paired-and put into the condition in which they were prior to the 
time the streets were broken—and 3 miles of underground con- 
duits are to be put down for the purpose of furnishing these seven 


lights. 

Ar. President, the committee felt that this was not an exercise 
of sound discretion upon the part of the Commissioners. Ido not 
pro to criticise the personal character or the integrity of any 
of the gentlemen composing this Board. I have known some of 
them for years, and, so far as my observation has gone, I want to 
say that they are gentlemen of the highest character and of sterlin, 
3 


roportion of these 7 miles have been 
nited States Electric Lighting Com- 


but when they exercise a discretion which is unwise an 
which is against the public interests, as I understand it, it is my 
duty, as one of the common council of this city, to call a halt upon 
their action. t 

Mr. MILLS. May I ask the Senator a question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Bacon in the chair). Does 
the Senator from West Virginia yield to the Senator from Texas? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILLS. Would the public interest suffer any injury by 
both of these companies putting up their lights on the same streets 
if they su uently repair the streets and make them as good as 
they were before they tore them up? Would there then be any 

jury to the public? UAE 

Y: FAULKNER. I will try to answer the question in a gen- 
eral way when I oat to the general policy t Congress has 
adopted. I am glad that the Senator from Texas asked me the 
nestion, and I hope Senators will ask any question as to which 
they desire information, because it is ziy 28 to know the facts 
raf equally my duty to impart them. The chairman appointed 
me a member of the subcommittee, and with others I investigated 
this subject, which enables me to answer questions bearing upon 
it, which I am anxious and willing to do. 

What has been the public policy which has governed Congress 
for five years? Congress realized that this city was to be made 
the most beautiful city in the United States; that it was to be sup- 
plied with all the appliances which the demand of an advanced 
civilization required—water; light, both gas and electric; tele- 
graph, telephone service, etc.; that it should have the best system 
that could be devised 4 the skill of the scientists of this country; 
that all might be utilized without destroying or marring its beauty. 
In 1891 a commission was 55 to act upon the question of 
subways in the District of Columbia, that we might get rid of all 
of the unsightly overhead wires, and looking to the adoption of a 
municipal system by which 5 in the city of 5 
should be put under ground. en once such a system has been 
adopted and put into operation, it would then be within the power 
of 8 to say to any company, You may come here, but 
you must put your wires through the ducts provided for them.” 

The Senator from New York says this isa monopoly. I answer 
that it has been the policy of Congress in the District to establish 
a monopoly until this subway system is established. Not a mo- 
3 in the sense spoken of by the Senator from New 
York. What I mean by using the word“ monopoly“ is that it 
has been the policy of Congress to control absolutely the cost to 
the citizen of all these different agencies—telephone service, elec- 
tric and gas light, railway rates, etc., by law and not by competi- 
tion. The result has proven the wisdom of that policy. As an 
illustration, do we not refuse to permit competing or multiplica- 
tion of railways? We have said, No; if you want to come in 
from the outside of the city you shall have the right to come, but 
over the tracks of the company that reaches the point to which 
you desire tocome.” This city is not to be gridironed by rails 
under franchises ted to railroad corporations. If the public 

d requires that citizens shall have facilities in reference to 


street railways which they have not, we say, We will make the 


existing corporation which is nearest to the point of connection 
with the line that you want to establish extend its road so as to 
give the public the facilities which are necessary, whether it 
pays the company to do so or not, but we will not allow new 
companies to be chartered.” Why? Experience has proven that 
when you allow so many small corporations to be chartered the 
business is so divided that they soon become bankrupt, and when 
we seek to enforce wise regulations in the public interest, when 
we demand lower fares, when we demand rapid transit, when we 
demand improved cars that are decent to ride in, they reply, Oh, 
no, we can not do that; we are too poor; we pay no dividends.” 

We have therefore said we will limit the number of charters; 
compel these corporations to furnish the very best service, upon 
the principle that the traffic justifies the expenditures. That we 
may have full information of their condition, and be in a position 
to control them, we require that on the Ist day of January of 
every year each company shall report to Congress every dollar of 
receipts and every dollar of expenditures cunna ine year. 

This is a monopoly, but it is a monopoly which is absolutely 
guarded and controlled by the immediate domination and dicta- 
tion of Congress in the exercise of all of its publicfunctions under 
its franchise, 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from West Virginia allow me for 
a moment? 

Mr. FAULKNER. 8 

Mr. HILL. While I do not think the attitude of the committee 
or of Congress toward street railroads is exactly in point here, 
the Senator having alluded to it, I will ask him what bills have 
been passed, which occur to him now, compelling some of the rail - 
road companies to lay rails upon streets where they did not want 

go 

Mr. FAULKNER. There are numerous cases. The Metro- 
puen Company is one. I remember that as one without pausing 
to reflect. 

Mr. HILL. I think I am somewhat familiar with the form of 
legislation adopted by some companies when they really want to 
occupy a street. The form of legislation adopted is to have a bill 
passed compelling them to use a certain street. 

Mr. FAULKNER. There has never been any such practice to 
my knowledge in the nine years I have been in the Senate of the 
United States. Whether it is the practice in New York, I do not 


know. 

Mr. HILL. What other bills are there beside the one for the 
ae ee Railroad Company? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I can not remember each one. That is our 
policy, and let me give you a striking illustration now which oc- 
curred in Se it out. 

Wesaid to the Washington and Georgetown Railway Company, 
operating the Pennsylvania avenue line, and to the Metropolitan 

ompany, ‘* You must give the people of this city rapid transit.” 
They said, We will not doit; we can not do it. The expense is too 
great. It will cost us millions of dollars. We can not afford it.“ 

We said it must be done, and having been wise enough in 


granting these corporate rights in the District of Columbia to 


provide in every charter that Congress shall have the power to 
alter, repeal, or modify the charter, we compelled rapid transit. 
Mr. L. There is nothing new about that. It is the usual 


clause inserted always in corporation legislation. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I beg the Senator’spardon. If he will look 
back and study the history of this question in the District as I 
have, he will find many charters granted prior to that time which 
were passed without such a provision being in them. 

Mr. HILL. Does the Senator mean to say that without that 
provision Congress would not have the right to repeal or modify 
the charter? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Ido. 

Mr. HILL. Of course not. It has that right without such a 
provision. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The question would then be whether a char- 
ter is not a contract to such an extent that Congress has not that 
right without a reservation to that effect by the insertion of a 
clause of that character. 

Mr. HILL. It has, absolutely. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I am not going to discuss that question. 
We were taking no chances, and inserted that provision. When we 
compelled the change as to the two main street railway lines com- 
ing to the Capitol, we provided that unless that change was made 
within å certain period, the charters would stand repealed. The 
companies resisted. Yet the District Committee and Congress 
maintained the proposition and made them obey the law. 

We have within the last six years taken from the streets of this 
city every horse railroad except two, which are now petitioning 
Congress for an extension, because of the fact that they are tryin. 
anew power. They assert that because of the limited volume o 
their business, yielding such a small revenue, they can not afford 
to adopt either of the expensive systems, and that they are trying 
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the air motor, are conducting experiments in order to carry out 
the views of Congress, but they have been unable yet to do it, and 
desire a further extension. 

We have done the same in reference to the oe company: The 
gas oompany has 1 2 all over the city, and if I recollect aright, 
my friend the Senator from New York stood by us in that fight. 

e declared it unwise to charter another gas company, to tear up 
every street in the city of Washington for the purpose of laying 
pipes, when we have the absolute power to control the price of gas, 
the quality of gas, and every other detail in reference to the supply 
of gas. therefore refused at the last session, ca g out the 
same policy, tocharteranew company, but we fixed ahigher candle- 
power, im more stringent regulations upon the old company, 
and provided for a gradual reduction of the price of gas down to 

1 a thousand feet. That was done in accordance with the uni- 
orm policy adopted by the District Committee and the Committee 
on Appropriations, with the sanction of both Houses. ; 

It applies also to all telephone companies. I regret to say it, 
but city is in a most unfortunate condition in reference to its 
telephone system. Is it known to Senators that not one foot of 
5 5 for telephone purposes can be laid, under the law as it 
exists to-day, and it was so decided by the Commissioners not two 
weeks ago? They are of the opinion that they have not the au- 
5 a wire to be extended from an alley pole to any 
house not in the same „and have not authority to grant 
permits to lay underground conduits. No extension of the system 
can be made. : RENo 

Mr. HILL. Who framed the laws that create this injustice? 

Mr. FAULKNER. With a view to carrying out the general 
policy, we have taken from the Commissioners the right to issue 
permits to dig up the streets to lay subways until we securealaw 
providing for a uniform system authorizing subways to be laid, 
when we propose to make every company use those subways and 
pay a royalty to the District of Columbia for their use. 

ese temporary inconveniences must be obviated to some ex- 
tent by the committee this year. The people must have the 
e Of the telephone system, if it can be done without any 
great detriment or injury to the general plan which we have in 
view for laying the ducts under municipal control. You can 
extend the right, to a limited extent, by allowing a wire to be car- 
ried from the top of the pole in an alley, over houses to the next 
square, or something of that kind. But the policy of Co ss is 
to have no more digging up of the streets in the laying of these 
subways than is absolutely necessary to meet the immediate de- 
mands of the public, until a system can be devised and put in 
operation, and then we will bring the wires ofevery one of these 
corporations—the electric-light company, the telephone company, 
and all others—into those general conduits. 


Is the committee acting wisely in restricting these private sub- 
ways? Are they censurable for carrying out this a icy, and is 
or being sò 


the Committee on 5 to be condemn 1 
strict in prea I it? Do you not know that when these ee 
are laid they will be the property of the ies laying them 
Many of these conduits will not be serviceable as municipal sub- 
ways. They are simply laid, as this one is being laid now, for pub- 
lic lighting, not for industrial purposes, house lighting, or to 


accommodate other interests. ere are but twelve ducts in the 
conduit that is being laid. : 
Mr. TILLMAN, Will the Senator from West Virginia allow 


me to ask him a question? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Certainly. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Did not the Senator say a moment ago that 
he proposed to have a general system of conduits, with one ee 
subway, in which all the corporations were to be forced to lay th 
wires, and for which they were to pay aroyalty? Then he turns 
right around and says the conduits are private property. That 
would imply that you can not make the companies come into your 
general conduit. A 

Mr. FAULKNER. That is what lam afraid of, and that is wh 
we are trying to keep down the number. If the conduits are, as 
believe, private property, and we condemn them as a part of the 
municipal subways, we will have to pay the company the cost of 
construction or the value of the conduits. 

Mr. TIL If that is the Senator’s opinion of the impor- 
tance of this question, in the name of common sense and decency 
why does not his committee report a scheme and act, and let us 
get through with the matter? 

Mr. FAULKNER. That implies that the committee has done 
unwisely and is negligent of the public interest. If the Senator 
will examine the history of this matter, he will find that after a 
good deal of study, work, and reflection, the District Commis- 
sioners, on the 11th day of February, 1896, submitted the draft of 
a bill which in their judgment would carry out the plan of which 
Tam aking, for municipal conduits for all purposes, and sent 
it to the other House. It was introduced into that body on the 
11th and in the Senate on the 12th of February, 1896. The Senator 
from Georgia now occupying the chair [Mr. Bacon] is a mem- 


ber of the subcommittee of the District of Columbia Committee 
of the Senate, of which the Senator from Vermont [Mr. PROCTOR] 
is chairman (who the third Senator is I do not know), which is 
considering this question, and I am satisfied that upon a state- 
ment of the Senators who are members of that subcommittee, any- 
one will recognize that they will do this work as rapidly as in 
their 5 775 the 5 of the matter will permit. 

Mr. MAN, ould the Senator claim that any subcom- 
mittee, however honorable and intelligent and zealous, can devote 
or have devoted, or ever will devote, the necessary time to give us 
a better scheme than that formulated by these three gentlemen, 
2 were appointed by the President and who have nothing else 

o do 


Mr. FAULKNER. All that the subcommittee is doing is to see 
whether those three gentlemen have wisely done their work. The 
Commissioners have prepared the bill; they have prepared a letter 
explanatory of every provision of the measure, and that is the bill 
and that is the letter which are now before the subcommittee. It 
is the Commissioners’ bill. 

Sir, need I do anything further, in order to show where the 
Commissioners onght to stand in this matter, than to read the 
— to Congress from the Board of Commissioners dated last 
February, in Which they use the language I will quote as to the 
. should maintain? ether they have chan 

heir opinion since that time I know not, but I do not believe they 
have. I think they unfortunately and unwisely granted this per- 
mit; but I believe that when the guenon is presented to tet 
they will tell you that the statement I am going to read from them 
presents their true views of the policy which should control Con- 
gress in these matters. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Before the Senator from West Virginia 
reads the letter, I should like to call his attention to one impor- 
tant fact. The expenditure of millions of dollars depends upon 
what kind of subway is laid. The cost of laying the subways 
would be between and five million N depending, of 
course, upon the manner in which they are constructed. There- 
fore it is important that the subcommittee should get all the in- 
Sorma eg before they make any report. 

Mr. . If the system of subways is going to cost that 
amount of money, we had better let the corporations, or a couple 
of them, put it in at their own expense. 

Mr. FAULKNER. A couple.” Why not a dozen? 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to inquire of the Senator from 
West Virginia to what extent the Potomac Company are author- 
ized under the present permit to lay their wires and their sub- 


ways? 

Mr. FAULKNER. To the extent of 7 miles. 8 

Mr. STEWART. What proportion of the work has already 
been commenced? 

Mr. FAULKNER. That is hard to tell. They are seeing if 
they can not beat Congress, and in my humble judgment, to be 
perfectly frank with the honorable Senator and with the Senate, 


lieve-they will beat Congress. 


Mr. HILL. I hope they will. 
Mr. FAULKNER, But that should not affect the question. 


The resolution should be passed as expressive of the opinion of 
Congress on any future permits. 

If the Potomac Company do finish their conduits before the joint 
resolution is passed, it will not apply to them. It directs the’ 
Commissioners to stop any work that is in process of construction 
at the time of the passage of the joint resolution, and not to give 
any other permit rie 4 when necessary for the public convenience. 
It declaresa policy. the Potomac Company completes their con- 
duits before the joint resolution is „it will not affect them. 
If they do not, and any part of their work is unfinished, they will 
be affected. But it affects the question of the enunciation of a 

ublic policy and the control of the Commissioners as to any 
f 2 8 permit; and that is the reason why the committee is urg- 
ing it. 
his is the unanimous report of the Commissioners submitted 
last February: 

The Com loners, however, 
to 8 of tearing ino e 

This is as to a new gas company 


for the purpose of laying gas pipes or conduits therein, whether for the use 
of a telephone company or an electric-light company— > 


Or an electric-light company— 


haye taken the ground that it was against the public interest to grant pri 
leges of this kind to new companies; that the business carried on by su 
companies was under such conditions as to make a monopoly desirable, if ni 
necessary; that, aside from the great damage to the pavement and the 
inconvenience to the public occasioned by digging up miles of public stree 
it is not necessary or wise to duplicate any gas pipes or conduits in the publio 
streets, for Congress has full power to regulate the rates to be charged by 
such companies, as well as to correct any other evils. The same majority in 
Congress which determines that a new telephone company, a new gas = 
— anew electric-light company must be chartered 15 ive the public 
ts pA can bring about the same result by controlling crite panies 


or 
ights com 
and with much less inconvenience to the public. = 
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Mr. TILLMAN. Will the Senator allow me for a moment? 
That letter emanated from the Commissioners? 

Mr. FA Yes; in reply to a bill sent to the Commis- 
sioners, as the committee always send every bill to them. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Vet the Senator quotes those gentlemen as 
sustaining his proposition, and they are the men who have given 
the permit to new electric-light company, Is not the Senator 
quoting his witness against himself? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Iam quoting the Senator’s witness against 
himself, That is it. 

Mr. . The Senator is quoting the Commissioners as 
sustaining his proposition of a monopoly, when they themselves, 
in the fulfillment of their duty to the citizens and to the city, have 
granted this special privilege pending the magnificent subway 
plan which the subcommittee has under consideration. 

Mr. FAULKNER. In February, 1896, they said the 

referred to should not be granted, and ought not to be 
in the public interest. 

Mr. TILL Then why did they grant it? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Ah! Now, thatisa matter for which I am 
not responsible. The Senator himself must ascertain why. Per- 
haps it was done in the h and confusion of the moment, for 
the court decided the question on the 17th day of December, and 
on the 17th day of December the Commissioners executed the con- 
tract. Congress was then in session. 

_ Mr. HILL. The Senator from West Virginia wants to be fair 
in his statement. They started last August. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Oh, yes. TEE 

Mr. HILL. But the other company procured an injunction 

„and they could not 


privil 


which kept them in court until 
start any earlier. 

Mr. FAULKNER. But Congress was here as the absolute con- 
trolling power, and the policy which had been established in 
accordance with the views of the Commissioners of February, 
1896, was known to them to be the policy of Congress; yet, on the 
17th day of December they entered into a contract which permit- 
ted this company to tear up 7 miles of the asphalt pavement of 
this city against the protest which they had made to Congress in 
February, 1896. 

Mr. H The Potomac Company did not need to apply to 
Congress when the courts had already decided in their favor. 

Mr. FAULKNER. No one said they did. I said that on the 
17th day of December the Commissioners executed this contract 
for the lighting of certain streets and parks in the city of Wash- 
ington from the Ist day of July, 1896, to the 30th day of June, 1897, 
in violation, I will say to the Senator, of a well-established rule 
and regulation adopted by the Commissioners themselves, which 
they have enforced for years, that no company should be allowed 
to tear up the asphalt pavements of this city between the Ist day 
of December and the 28th day of February. 

Mr. HILL. Was not the contract proposed to be executed and 
fulfilled last summer? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Of course it was, on the 5th day of August. 

Mr. HILL. Was not the delay the fault of the other com- 
pany, which obtained an injunction that would not stand? That 
was the reason of the delay. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Why speak about companies? I am not 
here arguing for a company. If the Senator represents a com- 

ny here in the expression ‘‘this company or the other company,” 
Pac not. Iam not arguing this question for one oompany or the 
other. Iam arguing the standpoint of an estab public 


es; we understand that. 
L hope the Senator will understand it. 

Mr, HILL. But the Senator having alluded to the subject of 
whom he represents, which I regret, may I ask him a question 
which is a pertinent one? Where does the United States Electric 
Light Com hail from? 

Mr. FAUL R. I do not know, and neither do I care. 

Mr. GALLINGER. If the Senator will permit me 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from West 
Virginia yield to the Senator from New Geis goede 

. FAULKNER. I have never con in private with any 
members of that company, and I know but one person connected 
with the United States Electric Company, and that is its presi- 
dent. Ihave never spoken to him on this subject except in the 
committee room. I have spoken with the president and his attor- 
ney, representing the Potomac Company, and have listened to all 
they had to say in favor of the position they have taken in this 
matter. 

Mr. HILL. I did not know but that in view of the Senator's 
familiarity with the whole subject he might at least have heard 
something about where the company hails from. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I have not heard, I frankly say to the Sen- 
ator. I do not know where the company was esta at 

Mr. HILL. I do not wish tocharge the Senator any negli- 
gence in the matter. 


Mr, FAULKNER. It is not a matter of negligence. I repudi- 
ate any such assumption on the part of the Senator Doa de 
York. It is nota question whether I am sustaining one company 
or the other, as the Senator seems to think. This fight stands 
upon a broader basis. The question is whether we will vindicate 
* policy adopted by Congress and enforced at every session for 


ears, 

HILL. Will not the Senator allow the courts to determine 
the question as to what our statutes mean? 
Mr. FAULKNER. Yes, sir; and there is not a word in the 
joint resolution criticising the court in any way for its decision or 
taking issue with the court as to its construction. 

Mr. HILL. No; but the court having decided that the new 
company has a right to lay its conduits, the Senator is now seek- 
ing, bys special act of Congress, to preventits being done. Is not 

e? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HILL. Ofcourse. The Senator admits it. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The court has never decided what tho 
Senator asserts that it has. 

Mr. HILL. It came Loe close to it. 

Mr. FAULKNER. It decided that the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia had a right to grant the permit, and that 
they couid exercise that discretion by giving the contract to the 
Potomac Company; and, as I have said, the question involved in 
this resolution is whether they have exercised a wise and sound 


discretion. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from West 
8 yield to the Senator from South Carolina? 

. FAULKNER. Certainly. 

Mr, TILLMAN. The terms under which the contract was 
awarded were that it should be given to the lowest bidder. That 
was the authority given to the Commissioners by the Appropria- 
tions Committee in the act last winter. The Potomac Com- 
pany made their contract last summer; they had their permits to 
go to work, because they were the lowest bidders, and they were 
stopped by injunction until December. Now they are endeavor- 
ing to 2 4 out their contract, and a special joint resolution is 
brought in here to stop them. Those are the facts. 

Mr. HILL. That is the situation. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The Senator from South Carolina is entirely 
mistaken. I dislike to differ with the Senator upon facts, but 
when the Senator is so absolutely certain of his facts would it not 
be well for him to read the law before he makes so positive a 
statement? You will learn, sir, if you read the law 


Mr. TILLMAN. Will you read it now? I have got it here. 
Mr. FAULKNER. Iam not in the habit of the briefs 
of my friends on the other side. But I will be with the 


Senator, and tell him that the provision in reference to advertisin 
was stricken out in the House of Representatives on the report o 
the conference committee and was not enacted into law for the 
— that it might create a doubt as to the true meaning of the 
provision. 

Fen HILL. Then will the Senator explain, if I do not annoy 

m— 

Mr. FAULKNER. Not at all. 

Mr. HILL. That clause of the act making appropriations for 
the electric lighting? There was an increase of moneys appropri- 
ated, was there not, for the purpose of placing some new electric 
nee in the District of Columbia—arc lights? 

. FAULKNER, I really can not state whether that is a fact 
or not. I do not remember the amount that was previously appro- 
priated and what we appropriated last year. 

Mr. HILL. I have ascertained that you gave them an increase 
of about five or six thousand dollars upon the lication of the 
Commissioners. It was said that in certain portions of the city ` 
there ought to be these are lights in carrying out the rapid-transit 
system, and for that purpose the appropriation was placed in the 
act. What com ny was under that appropriation, if 
not the lowest bidder, to put in those extra lights? 

Mr. FAULKNER. The cost was fixed by law as a maximum, 
which is the uniform rule. It was not more than 30 cents in one 
case and 28 cents for parks. It was the understanding of Congress, 
or at least the committee, that it would be done by this old com- 
pany east of Rock Creek. 

HILL. Then does the Senator mean to contend that it was 
intended by the provision to which I have referred to give to the 
United States eee the entire monopoly? 

Mr. FAULKNER. No; not all, because some of those lights 
were to be west of Rock Creek and some east. 

Mr. HILL. That has nothing to do with it. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I say it was certainly the understan of 
the is Lk feat Committee that in carrying out this E icy 
they should give it to that oompany which would tear up less of 
the streets in making their conduits to the point of lighting; and 

tearing up of 


in reference to the parks, it would have caused the 
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only 150 feet, for the reason that the old company had the author- 
ity to run in the Metropolitan subways there from a point on 
East Capitol street, where their wires were, to Lincoln Park. 
Mr. . What price does the Senator understand was to be 
id? 
Per. FAULKNER. Not to exceed 30 cents a light. 

Mr. HILL. It says 24 and 30. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Not to exceed 80 cents in one case, and for 
the lighting of public parks the price is fixed absolutely at 28 cents. 

Mr. HILL. en let us understand one another. The clause 
that 1 have mentioned is construed by the Senator and the com- 
mittee to mean that this extension, if desired to be even, should 
be given exclusively to the United States Electric Light Company? 

Mr. FAUL On the east side of Rock Creek, and on the 
other side—— 3 

Mr. HILL. We are talking about this side, for here all the 
question arises. s 3 

Mr. FAULKNER. No; it does not.all arise here on the point 
upon which the Senator asks me, as to the number of lights. 
Some of them being on the west side, the Potomac Company was 
to have the contract for lighting, and those on the east side of 
Rock Creek the other company was to have. for in the one case 
the Potomac Company had their power there. their conduits laid, 
and their wires up; and on this side the other company was in a 
similiar situation; and we pro ed to hold them in statu quo 
until the general system to which I have referred had been adopted. 

Mr. HILL. With all that elaborate explanation, still it comes 
right back to the question, What question was submitted to the 
court? I have the briefs here. i 

Mr. FAULKNER. Ihave told the Senator what question was 
submitted to the court. 

Mr. HILL. Was not the very guestion submitted whether that 
clause gave to the United States Company the exclusive right? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Why does the Senator from New York ask 
me that question? 

Mr. L. Because I understand that is the question. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Now, be frank and state why you ask that 
question. 

Mr. HILL. Because I want the information. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The Senator has listened tome attentively. 
Iam very much obliged to him for the compliment. 

Mr. HILL. The compliment is mutual. 

Mr.FAULKNER. The Senator heard me discuss that question 
fully, and I have given the decision of the court that the Com- 
missioners were empowered to give it to either one of these com- 
panies in the exercise of their discretion. s 

Mr. HILL. Why do you need additional legislation, then? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I have also answered that question. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator need not repeat it, but I certainly 
failed to comprehend his point. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I said that the joint resolution criticises no 
one—neither courts nor Commissioners—— 

Mr. HILL. That is not an answer. 

Mr. FAULKNER. But that it was to announce as the opinion 
of Congress a policy adopted six years ago and never departed 
from during that period. 

Mr. HILL. How many times do you want to readopt that 

licy? 
ik Tg FAULKNER. We find thatthe policy agreed to by Con- 
gress during these six years and indorsed by the Commissioners in 
the most solemn form in their advice to Congress last year, has 
now been repudiated by the Commissioners when they were in- 
‘vested, as the court said, with a discretion either to exercise the 
policy that they had indorsed or to inaugurate a policy in conflict 
with the judgment of Congress and their own advice. 

Mr. HILL. Still, I do not think the Senator has answered my 

uestion. 
y Mr. FAULKNER. Ah! He who will not understand, Mr. 
President, can not be enlightened. ; 

Mr. HILL. And he who will not explain does not want to 
enlighten 8 else. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Have I not explained? Tell me a single 

uestion you have asked that I have not explained as far as my 
ted abilities enabled me to do so. 

Mr. HILL. It does not take that amount of language to answer 
my simple question. 

. FAU ER. Mr. President, when the Senator asks me a 
question, having the floor, I will be my own judge of the charac- 
ter of its answer, but it shall be full and complete so far as I have 
the information to give. 

Mr. HILL, Yes; that is all very well. 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator from West Virginia allow 
me? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from West Vir- 
ginia yield? 

Mr. FAULKNER. To whom? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is for the Senator to decide, 


1 I will yield with great pleasure to the Senator from 
evada, : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Nevada. 

Mr. STEWART. There is one point on which I should like to 
hear the Senator from West Virginia. He has stated that the de- 
cision of the court was to the effect that the Commissioners ‘had 
the discretion and the power to make this contract. If that be 
true, and the contract has been made and entered upon, would not 
that give some rights which Congress should not interfere with 
without due consideration? 

Mr. FAULKNER. None whatever. 

Mr. STEWART. None whatever? 

Mr. FAULKNER. None whatever; and I will give the Sena- 
tor the reasons. The Commissioners, doubtful, I suppose, of the 
attitude in which they stood with reference to this question, tak- 
ing legal advice, as they should in a matter of this character, were 
wise enough when they granted this permit to put upon its face 
“subject to revocation at any time by the Congress of the United 
States.” Itis simni the permit that is affected by the pending 
joint resolution; and on the very face of the ee accepted by 
this company is a clause which protects the Government and this 
shew eon any liability whatever m withdrawing the power 
grant ry it. 

Mr. STEWART. Is not that same power reserved in all the 
acts we pass in regard to rations, Congress reserving the 
right to repeal or modify, and does not Congress, in considering 
a matter of repeal or modification, take into consideration also 
what has been done under the law? Is not Congress bound to 
take into consideration what has been done under a valid con- 
tract? That brings me to the point, What has been done? I 
should like to ask—— 

Mr. FAULKNER. I suppose they have gotten two-thirds of 
the work through, and by to-morrow night or the night after, or 
some time soon, they will have the balance through, and it makes 
no difference. Do not let us narrow this question down to the 

uestion of mere dollars and cents between two corporations. 

he members of the District. Committee or the Appropriations 
Committee are not contending for a policy that decide 
whether we shall give one company or another afew dollars. We 
are maintaining a policy in the interest of this 5 and 
beautiful city, to guard all its rights in such a way that when we 
come to put a general subway system in operation we can do it 
without going to these corporations and paying them enormous 
sums for subways ‘that they laid and which can not be used for 
general municipal purposes. 

Mr. STEWART. But my point is, Have they acquired any 
equities under the contract? 

r. FAULKNER. They have acquired no equities whatever, 
in my sa Se but I do not want to go into the question of 
equity. They did it with their eyes open. They knew the policy 
of Congress in reference to this matter. The revocation clanse 
expressly gave them notice of the fact that Congress might, now 
being in session, repeal it the next day or the day after. 

Mr. President, I see the time is coming when I shall have to 
close. LThavenotdiscussed, by a good deal, all the questions which 
are involved in this case. 

Mr. HILL. Beforethe Senator closes, he has omitted, of course 
inadvertently, to inform the Senate whether there was any saving 
between the amount that would have to be paid for the lights to 
the United States Company and to this new company. Perhaps 
the Senator can inform me upon that point. 

Mr. FAULKNER. There was a saving of $3.05 on thirty-two 
lights, which amounted to about 8100, and a cost to the Govern- 
ment resulting from the tearing up of 5 miles of asphalt pavement 
to save $100. 

Mr. GALLINGER,. Will the Senator permit me a moment? 


Mr. HILL. Does the Senator mean to say that only thirty 
lights were to be put in? 8 

Mr. FAULKNER. No, sir; and if the Senator would only pay 
attention to my remarks he would not have to interrupt me so 
often. I spore of the lights for the parks. 

Mr. HILL. I did not ask the Senator to limit it to the parks. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I chose to limit it so. 

Mr. HILL. Inotice the Senator has done so. As Hamlet says: 
„Words, words, words!” : 

Mr. FAULKNER. There wasa gap ee! $99 to the Govern- 
ment in park lighting, and a loss to the Government in keeping 
the streets which had been opened in proper repair. 

Why, Mr. President, we do not even know now when this asphalt 
will be put down. If a cold spell comes at this time, the asphalt 
that has been torn up from one end of the city to the other can 
not be put down under the regulation and the inspection of the 
District until warm weather sets in. You can not lay.asphalt 


‘when the frost is in the ground or when it is freezing, and you do 


not know when it can be done, For that reason the Commis- 
sioners order that there shall be no tearing up of asphalt streets 


‘by these corporations from the ist of December to the 1st day of 
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March. In violation of that order, on the 17th day of December 
they authorized 7 miles to be torn up. 

. GALLINGER. Will the Senator from West Virginia per- 
mit me an obseryation on the point raised by the Senator from 
New York? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Certainly. 

Mr. GALLINGER. If this new company is not given lodg- 
ment in the District, has not Congress authority and power to 
Tenino the price paid the old company and make it as low as, 
or lower than, the new company proposes to furnish lights? Has 
not that been our Boy 

Mr. FAULKNER. have stated that to the Senate. I desire 
to say, further, that one reason I am in favor of this general 
. municipal system of subways is that when once constructed we 
can let any company or any number of companies operate in the 
District, renting the use of the same to the person or corporation 
paying the highest price for them; then we should under this 
system producea fair annual income for the District of Columbia, 
sufficient to pay the interest on the investment. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Every year the price is regulated. 

Mr, FAULKNER. Every year the price of the light is regu- 
lated by the Committees on Appropriations of the two Houses of 
Congress, and if they have allowed too high a price during any 
year, they are alone responsible for it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senatorfrom West vima 
will suspend. The hour of 2 o'clock having arrived, the ir 
oye before the Senate the unfinished business, which is Senate 
bill 3247, upon which the Senator from Indiana [Mr. TURPIE] is 
entitled to the floor. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. QUAY. Withthe permission of the Senator from Indiana, 
I rise to a question of privilege and present the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the Army appropriation bill. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The committee of conference on the di ing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments of the Senate to the (H. R. 9638) making . ri- 
ations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30. Tht 

. having met, after full and free conference have agreed to recommend an: 
do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its di: ment to the amendments of the 
Senate numbered 1, 2, and 5, and agree to the same. 

That the House recede. from its disagreement to the amendment of the 
Senate numbered 6, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 
Strike out the matter inserted by said Senate eee peep and strike out, 
after the word “dollars,” in line 15, page 23 of the bill, all down to and in- 
cluding the word duty,“ in line 19, same page; and the Senate agree to the 


same. 
On amendments numbered 8 and 4 the committee of conference have been 
unable to agree. 


JO. C. S. BLACKBURN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

J. A. T. HULL, 

R. WAYNE PARKER 

GEO. B. McCLEL 
Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Ishould like to ask the Senator in charge 
of the bill what are the items of disagreement? What has been 
done in regard to the Hot Springs Hospital? 

Mr. QUAY. The only disagreement is in relation to the hos- 
pital on the Hot Springs Reservation. The Senate and House 
N reached an agreement as to all other amendments in 
the 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring in 
the report of the committee of conference, 

The report was concurred in. 

Mr. KRELL. I move that the Senate insist upon its 
amendments still in di ment. : 

Mr. Tar I suggest that the report should go to the House. 

Mr. COCKRELL. We ought to insist on our amendments 
before we send the bill back. 

Mr. QUAY. Very well. Imove that the Senate still further 
insist upon its amendments numbered 3 and 4. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (S. 8247) to amend an act entitled “An act 
to incorporate the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua,” ap- 
proved February 20, 1889. 

Mr. TURPIE. Mr. President, I concluded my remarks yester- 
day by calling the attention of the Senate to those provisions in 
the original treaty of cession which had for their object torme 
the control of the canal and the directorate to the promoters o 
the corporation and their colleagues chosen by the two Republics. 
I think it is a serious subject for consideration when we find the 
Maritime Nicaragua Canal Company so willing to violate the terms 
of their engagement and so reckless in regard to their obligations, 
whether a corporation governed by such a spirit is a proper depos- 
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itory for the very important trust and the very large amount of 
funds which are sought to be placed in its treasury and custody 
by the passage of the pending bill. 

The provisions in the original treaty of cession are not designed 
to exhibit any unfriendliness on the part of the two Central 
American Republics either to the interoceanic canal or to its com- 
pletion or construction. Neither does it manifest any hostility to 
the Government of the United States that its control of the direct- 
orate should be excluded by the terms of the cession; but it does 
give notice, not only to this corporation but to the Government 
of the United States, that when these two Republics conclude 
to treat with the Government about the construction of the canal 
they will do so directly and not through the medium of this cor- 
poration or any other. That is the manifest intendment and pur- 
pose of the policies so expressly declared in the articles of the 
treaty of cession. 

Although it may be a matter of no consequence, and they have 
shown by their action that itis a matter of no consequence, to this 
corporation whether they observe these treaty provisions or not, 
it is a matter of great consideration to the two Republics who are 
parties to that treaty and to any corporation, person, or power en- 
gaged in the construction of that canal to preserve the amity of 
the two Republics and the friendship of the people who inhabit 
the land which the canal course will necessarily traverse. 

I do not think it is possible, sir, to operate this canal upon any 
profitable terms or upon any terms whatever through the country 
of an unfriendly population. It must be recollected that the peo- 
ple of Costa Rica and Nicaragua are a very high spirited people, 
accurate in their definitions of right, precise in their sense o 
right and of justice, and very particularin regard to treaty limi- 
tations; and it would be wrong for us either directly or indirectly 
to offer injury, not to say insult, to the people of that country 
and their Governments by trespassing upon their rights, so clearl 
reserved in the cession to which I have alluded. So essential 15 
the friendship of the neighborhood, of the vicinage, to the suc- 
cessful construction and completion of this canal that it has been 
noticed by every engineer and every commission which has re- 
ported upon this subject. The canal must be built with the assent 
and with the amity of the Governments and people of the coun 
through which it runs, for it must be recollected that this cana 
even under the most favorable conditions, will yet be a very tender 
subject of maintenance. It will be a work very sensitive to in- 
jury. It has been compared to the canals of Suez and Manches- 
ter, but the canal of Suez is a true maritime canal. It is filled 
with sea water. It has an almost imperceptible current from the 
Mediterranean te the Red Sea. It has no interior locks; it has no 
embankments, except those that have been made n by ex- 
cavation. In order to destroy the Suez Canal an enemy would 
have to dig another of the same size and dimensions and divert 
the water from it. 

The same thing may be said with respect to the Manchester 
Canal. The Suez and Manchester canals run through a compara- 
tively level country. They have no semipipe lines, I do not 
know that there is any scientific technical term and appellation, 
but a great majority of the work on this projected canal by the 
Nicaragua route is where water is carried around and through 
the hills and valleys by embankments. The excavation repre- 
sents the side and bottom of the pipe, and the embankment n 
from the hill represents the other side of it. It is open at the top, 
but the work is pipe work and depends for miles simply upon the 
earth inclosure. According to the report made by the engineer 
of the company itself and according to the repo made by the 
engineer of the Government, half an hour's work with a pick and 
shovel would be able to wreck the whole system of cana 9 
by destroying part of the embankment and allow the flood to rus 
through it. A very small beginning would accomplish the entire 
destruction of the whole scheme of improvement. 

These are circumstances, sir, which I think ought to put us 
especially upon our guard against provoking the prejudice, possi- 
bly the hatred, of the people and the Governments whose territory 
is to be tranversed by this project of the Nicaragua Canal. It is 
a people facile in revolution, a people who easily resort to arms, 
23 are accustomed to the conflict of war, and a people whose 
malice and whose ill will ought not to be provoked, especially if 
it be aggravated in the first instance by a violation of treaty 
obligations under the auspices or under the enactment of the 
United States, such as this Cipa y is now demanding. _ 

But, Mr. President, it is said by the promoters of this project— 
I mean the project named in the pending bill, and especially the 
subsidy nameđ in the bill—that although we may not, under the 
terms of the cession, control the directorate, or transfer the direct- 
orate to any government or state, we may secure the right or 
interests of the United States otherwise. So as this is a pecun- 
iary or financial transaction, they propose to secure us against 
loss or damage by what they term a mortgage of property, a trans- 
fer of assets, collaterals which they deem ample to guarantee us 
against loss by reason of this guaranty of their bonds. 
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Having already discussed the question and shown the impracti- Tight houses, storehouses, stations, deposits, stores, and all the establishments 


. cability of the control of the directorate and of the transfer which 
the bill makes possible, I now purpose, sir, to discuss the feasi- 
bility of the transfer of property as a financial security for this 
guaranty.. They speak of a statutory lien and of a statutory 
pledge and also of a mortgage in he verba of the whole property, 
real and personal, corporeal and incorporeal, of the corporation 
there. Now, sir, what property rights has this corporation in 
that country? 

I ask the question, What property rights has this company there? 
I will ask the additional question, What property rights is it pos- 
sible that this company could acquire there by the provisions of 
their original charter law? In order to determine that, I will ask 
the attention of the Senate to the original provisions of the treaty 
of cession with respect to their acquisition of proprietary rights. 
I refer to article 8. 

Article 8 provides: 

ee concession is transferable por. to such company of execution 

-ASS be organized by the Nicaragua Ca: Association, and in no case to 
governments or to foreign public powers. Nor shall the company cede to 
any foreign government any part of the lands granted to it by this contract; 
but it may make transfers to private parties under the same restriction. 


The Republic of Nicaragua can not transfer its rights or shares by selling 
them to any government. 


There is the same provision in relation to the Republic of Costa 
Rica. Both Republics have bound themselves in this treaty of 
cession with the corporation not to transfer their rights or shares 
to any government or any power. This association is bound also 
in no case to transfer to governments or to foreign public powers 
any of the rights created ot cession. It will be seen also that 
the lands spoken of, the subsidy on the part of ‘the two Republics 
to this corporation, can not be transferred to any government. 
They may be transferred to private parties, but these private par- 
ties can not transfer the lands to any government. 

With re t to these lands, I wish to call the attention of the 
Senate to the article providing that the lands granted by the Re- 
publics to aid in the construction of thecanal shall not be conveyed 
until the canal has made such progress as shall satisfy these sig- 
nato1y powers. At the present time no conveyance of any of these 
lands has been made by either of the two Republics. The title is 
wholly inchoate; it rests in equity, and the equity can not be 
enforced because the fact upon which it depends, the construction 
and progress of the canal, is not made thus far to appear satisfac- 
torily to those Governments who have at present the title to these 


lands. . 

What title, then, has this corporation in this work? Sir, itdoes 
not own the land over which the canal is to run. That is provided 
forin another section. It only has aneasement—that is, the right 
to the building of the canal over such lands. It does not own the 
land it may get as a subsidy from the two Republics to aid in the 
construction of the work. They have never parted with their 
title. It does not have a title to the easement over the lands, a 
See! leted title, because that depends upon construction and com- 
pletion. 

What real property, then, has this company? None whatever. 
What personal property? They have no personal property. The 
personal license to enter upon the lands traversed by their route 
and build the canal—of what value is that? When will it ripen 
even into an easement? Is it now the subject of mortgage? Is it 
now the subject of 3 or of lien? Certainly it is not. It is 
only a license, carefully guarded and restricted, to the person 
named the Nicaragua Canal Company—and also carefully 
guarded and restricted against the United States and other gov- 
ernments—a personan a peculiar, a restricted license to do this 
work—and, while doing it, not to be subject to private action, not 
to be treated as a public enemy. This is the only right which the 
canal company owns, and itis a right neither in law nor in equity 
transferable. It is not mortgagable to the United States nor to 
any other government. Their mortgage reads that all the right 
and title of this canal -company and all the Yaseen and real 
property, as well as the right to be a corporation, may be mort- 
gaged to secure the guaranty of these bonds. I pass by the ger 
tion with respect to whether they can mortgage their right to be 
a corporation. Take that for granted. What else have they got 
to mortgage? What else have they got to pledge? A mortgage 
is a transfer, a conveyance of real estate; a mortgage is a trans- 
fer and conveyance of an interest in real property. It is an in- 
choate conveyance. This treaty denies the right to transfer this 
concession, any of the lands, any of the incidents; and as a ple 
or mortgage is a transfer, a transfer sought to be made by this 
act of Congress is in direct violation of the treaty, and the trans- 
fer of proprietary rights provided for in the pending bill is as di- 
rect a violation of the provisions of the treaty of cession as those 
in the bill with respect to the directorate. 

I call also the attention of the Senate to Article LIV of the 
same treaty, to show what the ultimate title to the canal will be. 
On the expiration of the nihety-nine years stipulated in this concession, 
the event of the forfeiture contained in the preceding article, the Repub- 
shall enter upon possession in perpetuity of the canal, of works of art, 


he administration of the canal, without being obli to an 
indemnity to the company. * . 
* * * 


* * * * 

But the company shall have the right, at the e tion of the aforesaid 
term of aed pine years, to the full enjoyment of the free use and control 
of the canal in the capacity of lessee, with all the privileges and advantages 
ted by the said concession, and for another term of ninety-nine years, on 

e condition of paying 25 per cent of the annual net profits of the enterprise 
to the Government of the Republic, besides the dividends due to it for its 


shares in the capital stock. 
* * * * * * * 
At the expiration of this second term of ninety-nine years the Govern- 
ment shall enter into perpetual on of the canal and other properties 
referred to in the firat t of article, including also in this on 


all that which is excluded in the said first part, with the exception of the 
reserve and amortization funds. The failure tocomply with any of theterms 


of the lease shall terminate it,and the State shall enter into n of the 
canal and other works belonging to it, in accordance with the provisions of 
the p: paragraph. 


This canal corporation, if the canal were constructed and com- 
pleted, has only an easement in it for ninety-nine years. After 
that they may become a lessee. Their easement terminates as such. 
They then obtain a lease upon the canal, but that lease is loaded 
with the provision that 25 77 — cent of the profits shall go to the 
emails of Nicaragua and to the Republic of Costa Rica, respec- 
tively. 

This SoNg of concession is one in perpetuity, at least for the 
term of one hundred and ninety-eight years. It lasts a very long 
time. They wish us to step into their shoes. I ask any Senator 
whether he wishes to undertake to do this for our interest, to 
undertake the guaranty of this enormous subsidy under the con- 
dition that during the period for which it may be occupied—the 
latter peoa for which it may be occupied—we shall pay 25 per 
cent of the profits to these two 3 of Central America? 

The promoters of this scheme have said a great deal about its 
profitableness, about the rich returns which are to come from it. 
Sir, nobody has estimated, or can estimate with any certainty, 
what its profits will be; but if there be any net profits, 25 per 
cent of them, one-quarter of the whole amount, is already fore- 
closed and mortgaged during the entire second term to these two 
Republics. That was the provision which this corporation easily 
acceded to. They seem to have been anxious to procure this con- 
cession. They took very little thought about to-morrow, and 
especially about the remote to-morrow. But when we of the 
Government of the United States are to be subrogated, as it is 
said, to their rights, we must also consider that we shall be sub- 
rogated to their burthens. And I do not believe that it is for the 
interest of any government in the world—I am certain it is not 
for the interests of this Government—to be subrogated to any 
rights which shall entail upon us the obligation to pay one-quarter 
of the profits of the canal to these two Republics of Central 
America. 

As showing the very sensitive feeling with which these two 
Republics regard the eminent domain now held by them and never 
abandoned, and that they do not cede the land over which the 
canal is to be built, I wish to call the attention of the Senate to 
Article XXXVII in the treaty of cession, showing the continua- 
tion of sovereignty, showing the Perper, of the dominion of the 
Republics upon this canal route. icle XXXVII reads: 

The Government shall establish all along the line of the canal included 
between the two terminal ports such police stations and revenue officers as 
in its judgment are necessary to preserve order in the on of the canal and 
for the observance of the fiscal laws of the Republic. expenses incident 
to this service, including those of buildings, endowments, salaries, and allow- 
ances of employees, pers | transportation of the forces, shall be paid to the 
Government by the company on such terms and conditions as may be estab- 
lished, taking Into consideration the requirements and necessities of such 
service. The company, however, shall have the power toestablish guards 
5 for the service of the canal and the enforcement of its regu- 

Here is a right reserved, and acontinuous right reserved, on the 
part of the two Republics to police this canal, to police it by mili- 
tary force, to police it by the erection of stations and buildings, 

uasi fortifications, and to charge the expenditures occasioned by 
this exercise of their police power to the company, and make it a 
charge upon the 5 t is not only in itself a very important 
and expensive charge, but it shows the design, theemphatic popoe 
of the two Republics not to abandon their 3 not toaban- 
don their dominion, not to abandon their eminen right as owners 
of this land, but to keep it, to preserve it, to reserve it, to save it, 
to secure it, at the expense and charge of the Maritime Canal 
a hacia of Nicaragua. 

What, then, is this proposition for a mort; ? Mr. President. 
it is a proposition to mortgage a thing which the company do not 
own, and never can own; it is a eee. to mortgage real 
estate or personal property which the company, if they did own, 
could not mortgage to us or to any other government. Such a 
mortgage would not be worth the paper itis written on. 

There is another item thought to be of very great importance 
in this discussion—in the former discussions at ask of this ques- 
tion—and I had almost forgotten it. It is the railroad. The com- 
pany had the right to build a railroad for the purposes of con- 
struction upon the same easement which the canal is to traverse. 
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I wish to call the attention of the Senate to the character and 


nature of that property, and 
I will a 


ially to its present condition and 
value. 


so read in this connection a description of some 


other personal property down there, which the engineers seem to 

have regarded as the property of the SURDE. I read from 

= of = 8 made by Colonel Ludlow and his associates Octo- 
r 31. : 


A large amount of arty of various kinds lay out of doors and in an 
advanced condition of decay—numerous steel boats and launches, hulls and 
machinery rus! ough; a pile inch spi ve . inten 

‘hin: ted through ile of 8-inch spiral riveted pipe, intended to 
oe. water from a reservoir to the and quarters; re shears for 


the two ox three tugs and small steamboats, past - l service; sev- 
eral scows and lighters rotten sunk. Thefive dredges ht . -aa 
company on 


from the Panama Canal dredging contractor lay in the 

uncared for, with rusted marchinery and woodwork dropping. 
Three locomotives under cover are probably unserviceable. The machine 
shop, having been used to a certain extent by the river navigation company 
for occasional repairs to their vessels, was capable of service, but, with the 


ee of the large buildings, little else could be considered as representing 
any value. 


This is a part, I suppose, of the personal property of the corpo- 
ration. So the engineers regard it. Then the engineers go on to 
state: 


While giving a brief account of the plant and constructions at Grey Town 
Harbor, where all the work connected with the actual canal building was 
done, it will be convenient to include the railroad which extends inland for a 
or. il miles along the line of the canal to between the sites of Locks 

an 

The Board made a trip over the road ona hand car propelled with poles 
‘and the results were of interest and value. 

The single track is standard gauge, laid with 8 rails, from 
Pittsburg, and 2,464 ties to the „and was built May, 1800, and 

pruary 


was done by men working up to their waists in water, 
Notwithstanding the e to the immense rainfall, the roadbed when 
amined was found in fairly good condition, and the rails gave little evi- 
on, but the ties were gone. Those first laid near Grey Town 
orth Carolina pine, creosoted with 12 pounds of. wood oil to the 
cubic foot, and were 5 about in the same condition as would be that 
of uncreosoted ties for three or four years in the States. Farther out. 
e ties from Blnefields, not creosoted, were much decayed. The remain- 
er, of native timber, were entirely rotten. With afew exceptions all the 
ties must be replaced before the road can be used. ` 
Four and one-half miles out is a clay fill, standing well, with little indica- 
tions of wash, and yo AS the — 2 crossing the connection between the 
Benard mand the Juanillo River. 
is a pile structure of ordina wre! Bu A about 125 fect long, 1 
‘braced and ca The e peculiarity of the dge 
stream with wire ropes secured 
that the had been driven through 
mud. As the locality in 1 pre within a few hundred yards 
lagoon throi which the canal line passes, the subsurface conditions, 
if continued in the are unfavorable features for canal building. 
Beyond the bridge crossing is the first clay cut, and farther on both cuts 
and fills are numerous. 


The cuts have heights up to 20 feet, withslopes from vertical to 45 ee 
and in most cases stood with an extraordinary stability under the opis 
downpour. At several the original tool marks were still visible, both pick 
and — shovel. In several others there had been slides, but none Sd ive 
extent. The ditches were generally clean, and in but few points the 
‘wash reached the rail. The surface of the cuts was in some cases protected 
by vines, but in most was quite bare unless for a minute lichen. 


the whole than an exposure 
an ex 
ave left them, it is evident that the absence of frost more than balances the 
ic downpour, and for the in question constructions can quite 
as safely be designed as in the United States. 7 

At of flat cars standing at siding was nearly covered with vines and 
matural growth in the roadbed was tinexpectedly slight, although in two oF 
na 1e r was unex: o or 

On th tox talking into * efa nat of the sand d it G 
wi account the condition 0 umps at Grey 
‘Town and of the clay cuts and fills on the line of the railroad, it is evident 


. —yt—-— the wight works ih question 
‘constructions as m „SU: : wor on 
binirat not be too confidently acce ted as safe precedents for much heavier 


constructions, and, with work in 
bo guarded against. 

It was part of the theory often announced here of the Maritime 
Nicaraguan Canal Company that the construction of this railroad 
‘would make a very valuable feeder to business, both to the com- 
merce of Grey Town and to the interior ,without reference to the 
‘construction of the canal at all; that a town woald be built up at 
this terminus at the foothills, and that the way travel and the way 
freight would be very considerable; that the rich lands adjoining 
the right of way of the canal would in this way be settled and col- 
onized, for it will be recollected, sir, that a million acres in this 
very neighborhood of public lands belonging to the Republics of 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua are to be conveyed upon the progress 
and completion of the canal to this company as a subsidy. It is 
‘said that these acres are very fertile lands; that they be of 
the value of $5 an acre, or probably more, when the canal is com- 

Mr. President, this railroad has been completed since 
1892. It runs right through these lands which make the subsidy. 
These lands are fertile; they sustain vast in forests of mahog- 
any, redwood, and other valuable timber in ous to the f. 3 
but there is no crop ever grown m them; no part of them has 
‘ever been tilled; no part of them ever colonized or set- 


v, an accumulation of water must always 


tled. They are under water; they remain under water, like the 
canal itself; they are submarine, and it is impossible that farms 
could be made there. Public lands, of course, they are. They 
have been public lands for one hundred and fifty years. They are 
5 entry at 50 cents an acre, and have been for a century and 
a half. 

No corporation, no individual has ventured at any time to enter 
upon the problem of reducing to cultivation these public lands of 
the Republics situated between the Caribbean Sea and the foot- 
hills, the place of the terminal of this railroad. What is the con- 
dition of this railroad, which was to be accompanied with traffic, 
with commerce, with the incidents of progress and of business? 
‘Totally useless at present, the track being grown over in some 
parts by cane and in the other parts by vines, by undergrowth, 
the result of tropical vegetation. Sir, I have not seen any rail- 
road in this country or in any other civilized country within the 
track of commerce on which a canebrake grew, or on which 
traffic has been impeded by vines or underbrush. The truth is, 
there is no settlement and can be none along the line of this road. 
There is no value in the land, there never can be any, and there is 
no value in the railroad which it is Propet to mortgage—less 
value, if possible, than in the part of this canal, a very small one, 
which the company claims has been completed. This railroad is 
situate, as I said before, upon the right of way, but the railroad 
is simply a parallel line of steel rails. It is not and never has 
been a road in actual use or profitable operation. That is one of 
the ae items named here and insisted upon as a guaranty 
for the subsidy of $100,000,000. 

Is it possible that this company is not aware of the condition of 
that road? Is it possible that this company has not heard of this 
extraordinary trip, without parallel, a trip on a railroad on which 
the car was ay Bic with poles? Certainly the Maritime Canal 
Company must be well acquainted with this species of travel (it is 
here in the written report, made by the Government engineers), 
this method of trans tion, and this method of communication, 
by poling a railroad car upon a sunken road over rotten ties. 
That is the franchise which is to constitute part of the security of 
the United States for making this stupendous subvention. 

Mr. President, it has become a part of the regular profession of 
operators upon public and private confidence to deal in what are 
called bogus mortgages, spurious mortgages. One of these opera- 
tors comes to a town, sometimes even to a large city. He is a 
man extremely prepossessing in appearance, with great plausibil- 
ity of address. He has what he claims are notes, mortgage notes, 
given for purchase money of land which he was obliged to sell at 
a great sacrifice, and ently his paper for purchase money 
is gilt-edged, and it does not ex one-half the value of the lands 
mentioned in his mortgage. He exhibits this mortgage and these 
notes to a person very credulous. That person is not in the habit 
of using the cantion which an attorney or other expert would in 
regard to such transactions, and althongh one can hardly conceive 
of a large sum of money being transferred upon such pretenses, 
yet every week the newspapers give an account of just such a 
transaction—the successful looting of some local curb broker by 
means of a spurious mo e and m notes. 

But that transaction differs very essenti from the one which 
is set out with great care in this bill. In the transaction to which 
Thave alluded the purchaser of the spurious notes and mortgages 
does not become aware that the holder of them and the 
who is supposed to have executed them never, either of them, had 
any title or interest in the mortgaged real estate, that the whole 
thing is.a fraud and an ng eg. He learns that, all about it 
all the particulars, but he doesnot learn them until he has parted 


with his money. 

Now, this o tion proposed in the pending bill differs from the 
one of which I have spoken in the fact that the company advises, 
not on the face of the bill, but on the face of theirtreaty charter, 
upon the face of the report submitted here, that they have no title 
to the land—no interest in it—that caf have no sort of interest, 
and have none which they could ‘transfer to us or to anyone else. 
They ask us, with our eyes open, knowing the security is straw, 
knowing that the security is worthless, knowing that the security 
they offer us is dross, utterly valueless, to give them $100,000,000 
and say, We will guarantee the a bya mo; „by a 
lien upon securities utterly without value.“ it is the difference 
between the operations. 

Now, sir; the first operation, it seems to me, has always been 
extremely harsh. It might depend somewhat upon the want of 
caution in the person who parted with his money without investi- 
gation. But the operation proposed to us here has no such excuse 
or justification for its acceptance, for we are advised in the same 
breath that the security is Peter Funk, and that the parties are 


nearly related to that disti ed citizen. [hardly see how any- 
one can read the bill serio ; FFC 
as if it were an honest transaction, that the m B be 


asiki tiga siya gh ns noe ah i t it shall 
be in the Office of of State of the United 
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States; that it shall be recorded in the capitals of the two countries, 


Costa Rica and Ni when the whole investment would not 
even pay for the original draft of it. The whole investment 
would not sell to-day in any market for the expenses of preparing 
and . the papers. At such a proposition as this, it 
seems to me, impudence itself would stand aghast. 

Since the last discussion of this question in the Senate we have 
had a report by three officers 5 to inspect the 
line of the Maritime Nicaragua Canal Company with reference to 
its practical execution and feasibility and the cost of construction 
et completion. It is the first disinterested inspection and report 
that we have had of this line. We had in 1874, under the Admin- 
istration of General Grant, quite a full and disinterested ins 
tion of the Nicaragua route, but not of this line, and I wish to 
call attention for a few minutes to sections of the report made in 
1874. There is a perpetual claim, utterly groundless, a claim re- 
peated by iteration and reiteration, that the Maritime Canal Com- 
pany of Nicaragua were the first to demonstrate the practicabili 
of this work, and that as a premium for such discovery, a rewa 
for such exploration, they must have a large sum of money, for 
which they have now three times asked the Congressof the United 
States. 

I wish to show, sir, that this claim is wholly unfounded; that 
twenty-two years ago what they claim as their discovery was well 
known and was reported as a fact ascertained under a commis- 
sion appointed by the Government. This commission was known 
as the Admiral Ammen commission. He was a member and presi- 
dent of the commission. The commission was seven in number; 
three of them were from naval and military life, four of them 
from civil life, and they wereaccompanied by two engineers, Colo- 
nel McFarland, of the y, and Captain Heuer, also of the United 
States Engineer Corps, who had charged upon them the particular 
details of the inspection and survey. They went by virtue of an 
act of Congress under the suggestion of the President—General 
Grant. They made their report in December, 1875. I wish to 
read a portion of their report, its conclusion, because it bears upon 
the question of exploration and discovery to which Ihave allu 


First. The general scheme is good, and the route is certainly practicable. 


That is their conclusion. That is the fact which the Nicaragua 
Canal Company 8 ewes discovered first. Thatis what they claim 
as their patent. t is what they claim as preeminent merit, 
that they determined the practicability of this route. In Decem- 
ber, 1875, twenty-one years ago, the Government commission re- 
ported as follows: 


Second. Further examinations need to be made of the country in rear of 
the pee in the San Juan River, this question affec: not the 
practica work, but the probable cost of i 


$ of the t 
Third. Additional and extensive borings need to be made in order to deter- 
mine the nature of the material to be excavated. 


Fourth. The proposed harbor at Brito should be enlarged. 
Fifth. The harbor at San Juandel Norte or Grey Town can not be restored, 
and the proposed edy is inadequate. A harbor must be constructed here 


rem 
in deep water, and the canal be led out to it. 


The Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua was born in 1889. 


Nearly twenty years before they were born, twenty years before 
their eyes, or the eyes of any of their agents or engineers or sub- 
ordinates, had looked upon this route, the United States Govern- 
ment, by a commission, that it was certainly practicable. 
But they reported also that it would cost, subject to contingen- 
cies, $140,000,000. The report was made to General Grant, and 
by him transmitted to the Congress of the United States. 

When the final estimate was submitted to the President, the 
cost of the work being estimated at $140,000,000, President Grant 
received, heard, and considered their report, and took no further 

in the matter. Was General Grant unpatriotic? Would 
any person claim that he was indifferent to the interests of the 
United States in this great improvement, this vast amendment to 
interoceanic communication? No, sir; he was a man thoroughly 
patriotic, of intense devotion to the interests of the country, not 
only asa citizen and a soldier, but as Chief Magistrate; a man of 
great patience, great persistence, gifted with silence beyond the 

inary manner of men, of great caution. 

I agree with what the honorable chairman of the select commit- 
tee said the other day—General Grant was the author of that 
phrase, now so common, that we must have at this point an 
American canal under American control.” He had conceived and 
justly conceived that if this project was in any way practical, com- 
mercially feasible, he W enter into negotiations with the two 
Republics and directly undertake the construction and completion 
of the Nicaraguan Canal. But when he had received this report, 
examined it, especially the cost estimate, subject to contingencies, 
although he was the author of the phrase spoken of, yet that policy— 
an American canal under American control—was dominated by 
that other splendid policy of silence. He never made any allusion 
to the project 8 He never made any mention of it in 
3 he never took a further nep toward its prosecution. 

e recent report to which I have alluded was made by Colonel 


Ludlow, of the Army, Captain eee of the Navy, and Alfred 
Noble, a citizen of the United States and an engineer of long and 
large experience in work of this character. I wish to call atten- 
tion to this report and some of its principal features, compari 

it with the report made by the company, as the report is co 

to an inspection and estimated cost of the execution of the work 
upon the line which they have adopted. For it must be recol- 
lected that under the treaty of cession the Maritime Canal Com- 
pany were bound after the fashion of our statutory regulations in 
the States. When a railroad wishes tocondemn property or run a 
line, either through Began lands or private lands, it has as a con- 
dition precedent to file profiles and maps of the route. It is neces- 
sary in order to extinguish the right of eminent domain and 
subject to easement public lands, and it is still more n 

where the right of way traverses private property. Forthisreason 
the sags and profiles of the Nicaraguan Canal Company were 
made the basis of this examination and the estimated cost by the 
commission composed of the gentlemen of whom I have spoken. 

I wish now, in the first place, to say that there are three very 
important and very expensive branches of the work which are 
not noticed in the report of the Government commission at all, 
simply for the reason that they are not found upon the profile or 
map of the Maritime Canal Company, not because the Maritime 
Canal Company were not obliged to finish and execute these por- 
tions, just as they are to make the main trunk of the canal, but 
because they have not submitted to the Government maps and 
profiles of the same. 

cad knew that the execution of this work, the omitted work, 
would largely increase the expense and the estimates, and they 
seem to have suppressed those three works of which I have spoken. 
That is the reason for the litigation which is pending and may be 
pending for a long time and may be pending now in the courts 

tween the corporation and the Republic of Costa Rica and the 
Republic of Nica a. The first one of the omitted or lapsed 
works to which J attention is the Managua Canal. Managua 
is the capital of the Republic of Costa Rica, situate upon the lake 
of Managua, and while the two Republics were bargaining about 
the construction of this Nicaragua Canal they inse in the 
cessionary treaty for their own exclusive benefit—and we will be 
bound by that provision—an obligation to build a canal between 
Lake Managua and Lake Nicaragua, in order to place the capital 
of the Republic within reach of the ocean terminus of this canal; 
in other words, to make substantially a seaport of the town and 
city of cern Fry which is now only alake port. I wish to call 
attention to that provision of the cession: 


Within three to 
hh ori years, 8 the commencement of the work 
That is, the Maritime Canal Company— 
shall, at its own expense, construct canal between Lake Managua 
and the navigntie part of the Tipitapa. 8 Pasquier, of sufficient di- 
mensions to admit of the free f vessels drawing 6 feet and of 150 feet 
icaragua, ater ihat date. Tas 9 
by virtue D shall be bound to l 
stots for the ere, maiatanga: Tope and open gi 
purposes useful for the maritime-canal enterprise. * >g 
There is a canal which is to be built and handed over ready for 
traffic, ready for commerce, by the Maritime Canal Company asa 
of the consideration for the grant of this concession. ere 
is a provision which will be binding upon the United States. 
There is a provision as to which the pending bill is silent and the 
prigis act of incorporation is silent, 
. CAFFERY. ill the Senator from Indiana t me to 
ask him whether or not 3 has been made of the . 
of digging the Managua al alone, to connect the city of Ma- 
nagua with Lake Nicaragua? 
Mr. TURPIE. No, sir; there has never been any estimate. 
Mr. CAFFERY. It is an obligation, however, upon the part of 
the Nicaragua Canal Company to construct this particular canal? 
Mr. TURPIE. Yes,sir. It binds the assignees of the Maritime 
Canal Company also. It binds anyone who takes this contract. 
It will bind the United States if we could take it, if it were possi- 
ble to accept it. If it were lawful for the corporation to 
it or transfer it, they could not transfer it without its being su 
ect to this obligation to construct the Managuan Canal, 21 miles 
mg, connecting the two lakes of Managua and Nicaragua. 
There has not only been no estimate, but there never has been a 
scientific survey of the of the work. The evidence in 
these reports will show that the Managua River—that is the name 
of the river connecting the two lakes, Managua and Nicaragua— 
is sometimes a dry and sometimes a wide stream containing a 
considerable volume of water; that a great part of it is rock bot- 
tom, and that consequently this work is going to be quite expen- 
sive, and it is just as certain that it will be as obligatory as 
ex ive. The ublics are ied, eee the right to 
have this work fi ed, compl , handed over to Nicaragua 


ready for use and occupation. 
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The Senate will take notice that there is a limitation of time in 
respect to its construction: “Within three years, to be counted 
from the commencement of the work.” Those three years have 
ela . The Senate will take notice that in the conditions of 
forfeiture one condition is a failure on et e of the company to 
perform the work mentioned in Article , to complete and con- 
struct the Managua Canal as a part of the al system. The 
consequence is that by law they have already forfeited everything. 
In equity they have already surrendered everything. In reason 
8 already, either voluntarily or negligently—not by main 
force—given up and abandoned their contract and its principal 

2 They have not pretended to construct the nag ua 
anal. 

Another one of these vast works, that is, works which we would 
be bound to perform under this treaty of cession, is the harbor at 
San Carlos and the harbor at Lajas. There are four harbors nec- 
essary for the successful operation of the canal. Two of these 
are external, one at Grey Town, on the Atlantic coast, and the other 
at Brito, on the Pacific coast. Two of them are internal, one at 
San Carlos, on the eastern side of Lake Nicaragua, where the canal 
enters the lake on its way from the Atlantic, and the other at 
Lajas, on the western side of Nicaragua, where it leaves the lake 
to enter the Pacific. I wish to read the section of the treaty of 
cession upon that subject: 

ARTICLE XVI. 

construct, at its expense, maintain in mdi- 
— 5 7 3 in the Atlantic e = the C, 8 75 
termini of the canal, each of them to have a li house of the first order. It 
shall also construct at the two ts on the fo ers of the lake where the 
canal disembogues two ports of lesser size, with the respective light-houses. 
The company is also obliged to maintain and improve said ports by means 
of 9 es, piers, embankments, or any other works it may deem 
advisable, having always in view the good service of the traffic through the 


The report of the Government engineers shows no sort of esti- 
mate of the cost of the Managua Canal, the cost of the harbor at 
San Carlos, nor of the harbor at Lajas. I think that any estimate 
is purely a matter of conjecture. It is very certain, however, from 
the evidence given that the harbor at San Carlos will be ver 
expensive. That is the place where the course of the pro 
canal enters and leaves the River San Juan upon its way to the 


0e. 

The evidence shows that from where the canal disembogues on 
the western side of the lake for 14 miles out into the offing the 
water shoals to 7 feet, and that a mud deposit, pure mud, is for 
that 14 miles of the varying depth of from 30 to 50 feet. So in the 
construction of a harbor at San Carlos, a lesser harbor than the 
one at the ocean ports, but certainly large enough to afford shelter 
and anchorage for the very largest-sized vessels, a vessel of war 
drawing 80 feet, with 45 or 50 feet beam, nearly 600 feet in length, 
the excavation of a harbor suited for the anchorage of such ves- 
sels at that port will be an extremely expensive work. It willcost 
the excavation of the re whatever it may be, 40 or 50 acres of 
the mud deposit of which I have spoken, and then some way of 
securing the mud taken out from returning into the excavation 
and harbor: There is not a more difficult problem of engineerin 
on the entire route. Yet it is omitted entirely in the estimate 


the Ni an Canal 8 and although it is mentioned, 
it has not n estimated by the Government report made last 
December. 


The same thing may be said with reference to the harbor at 
Lajas. The difficulty there is of quite a different character, but 
still it exists. At Lajas the water shoals with a rock bottom, the 
same as that of the Managua River, and under water 3 or 4 
feet deep excavation will have to be made of the lake bottom large 
enough to make a harbor which, under the terms of this conces- 
sion, will accommodate the traffic and commerce and the shipping 
of an interoceanic canal. : 

I will not attempt to estimate either of these items—the cost of 
the Managua canal and the cost of the Lajas harbor, or the cost 
of the r at San Carlos; but I do t they are specially 
and expressly provided for in the treaty of cession, and that there 
is no act of 8 which can relieve us from the obligation to 
complete and construct them. 

I say it is an irrational request, an unreasonable demand, a 
thoroughly wild e that we should undertake to guaran- 
tee the performance of this work and enter upon its completion 
and construction without even an estimate of the cost of 
the principal items necessary in its prosecution. , 

I say further that a corporation that will come here with such a 
proposition, so thoroughly devoid of its essential elements, so thor- 
oughly bare of the things necessary to determine its prudence, its 
expediency, ought not to be heard or considered with reference to 
the granting of a subvention of this amount. 

I wish now to enter into some comparison of the two reports— 
the opan made by the Maritime Canal Company and the report 
made by the Government engineers, the first oe, a made to us of 
by disinterested 


ree of 


the . and estimated cost of the wor 


omg Town Harbor is provided for in the cession not any more 
than the lake harbors to which I have alluded. For Grey Town 
Harbor the company found it impossible not to make an estima’ 
They seem to have n aware of the fact that before the ca 
would be of any use there must be a way of reaching it from the 
ocean. I wish to read something with reference to the descri; 
tion of Grey Town Harbor, from report of the Government engi- 
neers, on page 85: 

1. Town Harbor. The entrance to the harbor as 8 ty Aces 
pany is near the angle of the coast line, and, as is indicated on the acco; 
panying map (Plate X „should be moved eastward about a mile and 13 

, the present lagoon to be used as the inner harbor and connected wi 
the entrance by a canal with a bottom width of 200 feet. The harbor throu, 
out should be dredged to 30 feet below low water, and its depth in 
to 6 fathoms at the entrance. 

That is the general conclusion with respect to the dimensions 
and character of the harbor at Grey Town, a very important point 
because it stands at the very entrance of the canal. The estima 
of the board for the completion of that work, shown on page 96 O 
the report, is $4,480,000. The estimate of the Maritime Ca 
ps ree for ca iar os same work, the . 

rey Town, is $2,151,000. 0 or dredging necessary in 
Grey Town Harbor, under the Government estimate, is $8,000,000, 
The item for dredging alone, under the report by the Government 
engineers, exceeds the whole expense of the estimate by the Nica- 
ragua Canal Company. The item for stone pitching is $300,000, 

Ishould like toinquire the meaning of the term stone pitching” 
or to call the attention of the Senate to it, because in the estimate 
of the Canal Company it was said that the dump taken ont of oe 
harbor would make embankments, docks, and sides itself suffi- 
cient to withstand the tides, the waves, the storms, and the nec- 
essary friction which follows in the wake of vessels moving in 
harbor. This commission advises a large expenditure for Stong 
pitching, and they advise us what that stone pitching is. Itis 
revetment of stone reaching from the top of the designed embank- 
ment down below the water, so that the embankment of earth ig 
to be lined with stone, and they report that it is absolutely neces- 

not only on account of natural conditions, but to resist the 
action of the water disturbed by the wheels and propellers espe- 
cially used in steam navigation. 

I call attention to the animus—the very manifest animus— 
which lies concealed in the difference between these two estimates, 
The Nicaragua Maritime Canal Company, in estimating 
amount of money necessary to make the harbor there, estimate 
it at $2,151,000; to be simply expended — — the hope, without 
the chance of a harbor ng constructed; to be wasted in an 
abortive attempt to construct a harbor. 

I I come now to the harbor at Brito. 

Mr. VILAS. Before the Senator passes to that point, I should 
like to ask him if I am correct in understanding that there 
five items which the Maritime Canal Company’s engineer en 
omitted from consideration and which the Government engineers 
found absolutely necessary to include in respect to that harbor? 

Mr. TURPIE. There are three. I come now to the harbor of 
Brito, page 102 of the Government report. That is a harbor at the 
Pacific terminal of the canal. It is called a harbor now by wa; 
of courtesy. There is not even a place for a harbor. It is 
straight beach slightly indented in the general line of the + 
The harbor is to be made by building solid w out into the 
water partly, and by excavating the land on the landward side 
That is the plan both of the Government engineers and of the 
canal company engineers. The com is estimate for this wor 


was $1,920,000. e board’s estimate is $4,898,000. The dre 
provided for by the estimate of the Government engineers amoun 
to $1,687,000, lacking only about $300,000 of the whole sum ~ 


mated by the company. The stone estimated for in the b — 
waters of this harbor, the means by which the harbor is to be made 
by which the water is to be fenced, if you will allow me thé 
expression, is estimated by the Government engineers at $2,585,- 
000—about half a million more than the company engineers esti- 
mated for the whole work. Here is the same perp of endless 
expenditure without the slightest prospect of completion qr return. 

come now to another large division of the work, called Li 
Nicaragua, page 99. The company’s estimate of that work 
$1,969,000. The board's estimate is $3,907,000. The estimate o 
the Government engineers is very nearly twice that of the boar 
of the Nicaragua Canal Company. These are very — 
works. They relate to the extension of the canal into the lake at 
San Carlos and Lajas. The canal proper is estimated for. Tho 
harbors are not even mentioned, 

I come now to the San Juan River, on page 99 of the Govern- 
ment report. There are about 69 miles of this canal which are 
8 to be constructed by the use of the San Juan River as a 
channel of navigation. There are four 5 rapids in the 
river, and the estimate to be made and the work to be done is to 
remove the rapids, the stone in them, so as to admit vessels draw- 
ing 80 feet, to make the channel wide enough and deep eno 
for ocean vessels of the largest size. That estimate, according 
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the company, is $1,975,000. According to the Government board’s 
estimate it is $14,866,000, a difference of $13,000,000. I think that 
is a oming which exhibits the enormity of suppression that 
was designed in the report and estimate of the Maritime Nica- 
ragua Canal Company. They could not have had the slightest 
idea of giving to the Senate or the country any conception of the 
real amount of money necessary for the construction of this canal 
and the completion of the enterprise. 

I will admit with great willingness that men may make a mis- 
take in estimates, that men may make a serious mistake in the 
statement of accounts, that men, even the most skillful, may 
possibly make mistakes in the estimate of costs; but a mistake in 
such a particular of $100,000 would be a large one. It would be 
one, I think, that would attract everybody’s attention. It would 
be one that would cause comment upon the carelessness of the 
engineer, and cast even suspicion on the character of his work. 
But this is not a mistake of $100,000. Here is no error even of 
one million, or two million, or three million dollars, but an error 
of $13,000,000 in such a plain jobas ing stone from the bottom 
of a river, every inch and foot of which was capable of being 
measured with the foot, with the rule, with the level, and known. 
They knew what the depth of the canal would be; they knew 
how much water. floa over the stone, and how much stone 
under the water must be excavated before the water could take 
the place where the stone was situated. ‘There does not seem to 
be any demand here for engineering skill; there is no overwhelm- 
ing necessity for engineering ability; but there is a demand for 
common honesty and conscience in making this estimate, and 
that demand is not supplied by anything in the history of the 
8 Maritime Canal Company. They have not the material 
to supply it. They talk about abundant resources. It takes 
some conscience to make an estimate to do good work. That 
material is wholly lacking in this work. 

I come to another Loma es division of the work—the Ochoa 
Dam, pages 98 and 99 of the Government report. The Ochoa Dam 
is astructure—perhaps I ought to use more guarded language—it 
is a pro structure, an anticipated dream in stone of a dam 
across the San Juan River at Ochoa. It is wholly fanciful so far. 
‘The estimate by the company of the cost of this structure, this 
dam across the Juan River at Ochoa, is $977,278. It embraces 
seven different items in the estimate; but that is the total. It is 
less than $1,000,000. The San Juan is a great river, delivers many 
thousand cubic feet of water every moment, has a tropical current, 
swift, treacherous, subject to enormous floods, having tributaries 

ly as large as itself, every way difficult of control. It is one of 
the wildest streams—not tame, not docile. The proposition to dam 
it is a very bold one; the conception of retarding and delaying the 
delivery of its waters is a very bold one, but not impossible. 
‘Time and money will build the Ochoa Dam, but not for less than 
$1,000,000. 

The estimate of the Government board of engineers upon the 
cost of the Ochoa Dam is $4,000,000—four times as much as 
the estimate of the Nicaraguan Canal Company. There is not an 
item which I have noti so far, and there will be none in the 
future, in the sequel, which does not display the same animus of 
concealing the cost of the work and of hiding the r msibility 
of the United States in ee this guaranty for Pornishing 
the subsidy for its construction. Every single estimate was made, 
as these two reports show, with that plain proposition, purpose, 
and intention, for no corporation could have made repeatedly these 
enormous errors without a motive, and that motive is expressed in 
the provision, the words, the 8 and especially the figures, 
5100, 000,000 of the pending bill. 

I come next to what is called the La Flor Dam, and I wish to 
read some description of it. I read from page 74 of the report of 
the Government engineers. I will, in order to attract attention 
to this perusal—I do not know whether I shall be successful in 
that—state that there is no history of engineering, no history 
of estimates, no report made to any government upon the surface 
of the planet which has such an extraordinary character in it as 
the report submitted upon the subject of the La Flor Dam. 


At a place called La Flor, 3.8 miles from the Pacific terminus and 13.9 miles 
from the lake, the valley of the Rio Grande is narrowed by two steep hills to 
a width, on the valley floor, of 1,600 feet, at an elevation of feet above mean 
und a width of 2,000 feet between the summit-level contours of eleva- 
tion 110. The company proposes to build a dam at this point of sufficient 
3 ea Sh gre water to elevation 110, thus extending the summit level, 
as al stated, to within 3.8 miles of the Pacific, forming acapacious basin 
of some 4,000 acres in the valleys of the Rio Grande and To his arrange- 
ment would facilitate navigation by substitu a basin for 4.6 miles of 

and would solve the question of the di of the flood waters of the 
Tola rmitting their free discharge into the basin. 

As ae 88 the La Flor or Tola Dam, as it is indifferently 
known, was, like the oa Dam, to be a“ rock fill,’ and to be constructed in 
the same way, with a weir on the crest for the discharge of the Rio Grande 


This plan has been modified more recently by providing a solid concrete 
core for the dam, backed with a stone and earth embankment on both sides, 
and locating a weir in the saddle of an adjacent hill. 

This weir is to e the drainage ot the valley, and, as the board is 
lately informed, about 60 per cent of the surplus discharge of the lake water- 


The question as to what disposition to make of 5 during the 
construction of the dam or its masonry core has not yet been y considered 


by the 8 

The La Flor Dam, per se, is a much more formitlable construction than 
that proposed at Ochoa, in regard both to its volume and the head of water 
it has to sustain. 

Upon these facts the board of Government engineers deems the 
project of a 90-foot dam impracticable, and omits altogether the 
consideration of its construction. They do not submit any esti- 
mate for the construction of the La Flor Dam. They say that the 
design is not worthy of consideration. They do, however, sub- 
mit an estimate for the cost of the work upon what they call the 
lower level, omitting the La Flor Dam entirely from the scheme 
of the improvement. I read again from page 87 upon the same 
subject: 

Ee apis a search should be made in the vicinity of the site now proposed 
for the Ochoa Dam for the most advantageous location of the structure, and 
the full nature of the foundations and the shore connections be exhaustively 
ascertained. : 

* * — * * * * 


10. The Lajas- Rio Grande route, adopted by the company, to connect the 
lake with the Pacific, is preferable to any other that has examined. 
The information with reference to the site of the proposed La Flor Dam indi- 

its construction and 


cates that is imi le, an alternative low-level 
route, which oren no 1 ties in construction, avoids any neces- 
sity for it. This alternative line may follow either the right or left in 


the Rio Grande Valley from a t 9.2 5 distant from the lake, which 
would constitute the western limit of the summit level. The northern or 


right-bank route has been located the com: The southern or left- 
ete sar its relative merit. 


CCC 
e advan of avo complica! 0 mt 
5 475 Rio Grande, and the dis- 


Tola watershed and the cost of diverting the 
advantage of requiring more diversions of the Grande in the main valley. 

I have read extensively from these reports for the purpose of 
showing that in the opinion of the board of Government engineers 
the project of the La Flor Dam is thoroughly impracticable and 
not to be considered. 

I now call attention to the estimate of the Ni Canal 
Company for the La Flor Dam “pos their scheme, which is $1,806,- 
670. They propose to throw that much money away; and the 
report goes on to show that after it had been demonstrated that 
the route by the La Flor Daur is thoroughly impracticable, the 
company yet prefers it, and declines to abandon it. It is the ma 
and profile of the company which will control the line upon whic 
the work is to be executed. It will not be the directors who will 
have any possible control of that matter. They will have nothing 
to say; they will not have anything to do about it. It will not be 
the United States engineers who will prepare the estimates. The 
main line will be that which has been heretofore r on the 
map and profile of the canals to the Governments of the two Re- 
publics, and approved by them, as was required by the treaty of 
cession, to which I have alluded. The Nicaraguan Canal Com- 
pany filed this map and profiles six years ago in the capitals of 
the two Republics, making the La Flor Dam project a part of that 
map and profile. It is an unchangeable thing under this bill by 
any act of Congress. The project of the La Flor Dam was de- 
clared by our engineers to be thoroughly impracticable, and the 
company is aware of that, and yet it persists in not abandoning 
the original line. 

Four thousand acres of reseryoir are to be made, by which the 
level limit is to be raised to 110 feet—a reservoir exceeding the 
largest made in the United States, protected by earthen embank- 
ments, except the stone core, which is a little wall like a stone 
fence covered up with earth—a reservoir exceeding in size, and 
immensely exceeding in the volume of water to be contained in it, 
Croton or any of the reservoirs in the United States, is to be pro- 
tected only by this work in clay, and that is insisted upon by the 
company after it has been declared to be an impossibility by offi- 
cers of the Government. This is another instance of the penetrat- 
ing, permeating dishonesty of these estimates, the dishonesty of 
this enterprise as undertaken by the corporation. 

One reason they do not go on the low-level lineis, as they claim, 
that it will be more expensive than the La Flor Dam. Of course it 
will, if they build the La Flor Dam under their estimate. The Gov- 
ernment engineers have submitted a very careful estimate of all the 
expense upon the low-level line, which will avoid the La Florfolly. 
The La Flor Dam is a perfect key to the company’s map and pro- 
file of the work. The whole eastern portion of the work rests on 
the La Flor Dam, yet to hide the $1,306,670, to conceal, to keep out 
of notice, to deprive the taxpayers of the knowledge of it, they will 
estimate and undertake an impossible work, thrusting intoambush 
more than one-half of the money it would require to finish one 
which would be safe and feasible. 

The total estimate of the board, subject to contingencies to which 
I shall subsequently call the attention of the Senate, I find re- 
peated in their report—the indefiniteness of the basis upon which 
the estimate is made, and the uncertainty and defects in the bor- 
ings and other local examinations—subject to these contingencies, 
the estimate of the board of Government engineers is $183,000,000 
for the completion of the canal. The estimate by the Maritime 
Canal Company was $66,000,000. 
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This a 


ppears from the conclusion of a report of the Government 
engineers, which is as follows: 


T 466,880 is insufficient for the 
work. In several important cases the quam must be yi 
and in numerous cases the unit prices do not make proper allowance for the 
difference in cost of work between the United States and Ni 

onal estimate by the Board is $133, 


about the total amount of its estima 


te. 
22. For obtai the necessary data for the formation of a final 
hs’ £ ataa oi 


hteen months’ time, covering two dry seasons and an expen 
000, will be required. 
j WILLIAM LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, ore of neers, U. S. A. 
MORDECAI T. ENDICOTT, 
Civil Engineer, U. S. N. 
ALFRED NOB 
Civil Engineer. 


Mr. VILAS. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive basiness. 

Mr.COCKRELL. One moment before that is done. 

Mr. VILAS. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. COCKRELL, There are quite a number of unobjected 

nsion cases on the Calendar, the consideration of which Sena- 

are calling for now and then, and I suggest that the Senate 
to consider those cases. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DANIEL in the chair). Is 
there objection? 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not want the Nicaraguan bill displaced. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh, no; it will be laid aside without preju- 


dice. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not know when theSenator from Indiana 
[Mr. Turpre] will close his remarks. I should like to ask him 
when he will conclude. Will the Senator likely occupy a longer 
time in this discussion than to-morrow? 

Mr. TURPIE. I do not know that I shall conclude to-morrow; 
but at this time I remind the honorable Senator that I can not 
definitely =. 8 

Mr. MORGAN. My inquiry was only in reference to the fact 
that when the Senator gets through his h I propose to ask 
the Senate to fix a time to vote on the bill. I not do that 
while the Senator from Indiana has the floor. 

Mr. CULLOM. If the Senator from Indiana has concluded his 
speech, I ask leave to call up the legislative, executive, and judicial 
appropriation bill. : 

. TURPIE. I have not concluded my and said so. 
I retain the floor with the liberty of resuming, by the courtesy of 
the Senate, to-morrow. I have concluded for the present. 

Mr.CULLOM. I understood the Senator had closed his remarks 
for the day. 

Mr. TURPIE. Yes, sir; for to-day. 

Mr. CULLOM. I therefore move, as I understand there is no 
Senator on the floor, that we proceed to the consideration of the 
* executive, and judicial appropriation bill. 

. MILLS. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. We have some business of that kind 
to attend to, and we had better do it this e 

Mr. VILAS. I withdrew the motion that the te proceed to 
the consideration of executive business only upon the understand- 
ing that the arrangement such as was asked by the Senator from 
Missouri . COCKRELL] would be made. 

Mr. KRELL. That was, to consider unobjected pension 
cases on the Calendar. 

Mr. VILAS. If those bills can not be proceeded with, I think 
I am entitled to the floor to renew my motion. 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope the Senator will not insist upon that. 
The legislative, executive, and judicial 1 bill was 
very nearly concluded yesterday oyong, an I should like to get 
it throngh the Senate as early as possible. I think it will take 
but very little time. I should myself like to have an executive 
session before we adjourn, but I believe the appropriation bill 
will not occupy so much time as to prevent that. 

Mr. VILAS. I presume the Senator from Illinois will recall 
the fact that yesterday when this bill was taken up and considered 
with great rapidity, until some 118 pages were di of, the 
Library matter was then laid over for the reason that Senators 
who were likely to be interested in its disposition were not pres- 
ent on account of the lateness of the hour. The same objection 

` seems to obtain at this time. 

Mr. CULLOM. I agree to what the Senator says, but we passed 
over certain amendments for the purpose of having a greater 
number of Senators present than were here at that time, and for 


grt ed sn also of allowing Senators to examine the amendments. 
a EWART. Let the bill be taken up in the morning hour 
morrow. 


Mr. CULLOM. If it may be understood that I may call up the 
bill in the morning hour to-morrow, I am willing to yield now. 
Mr. COC . Oh, no. 


Mr. CULLOM. I want to get the bill through the Senate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I can not agree to it coming up in the morn- 
ing hour to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HILL in the chair). If there 
is no agreement reached by Senators, the Chair will entertain any 
motion that is pore 

Mr. CULLO The Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Vitas] states 
that he made the motion for an executive session, but yielded to 
the . Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. L. The Senator from Wisconsin yielded to me 
in order that we should take up the unobjected pension cases on 
the Calendar, so as to save the time of the Senate in being asked 
A ied Senators to take up this and that particular pension 


Mr. CULLOM. We can take up the pension cases at almost 
any hour when an appropriation bill is not in the way. The 
appropriation bills have the right of yar, and I should like to con- 
clude the legislative appropriation bill as early as possible. I 
do not want to be too persistent about it, however. 

Mr. VILAS. I donot wish fora moment to stand in the way 
of the consideration of the appropriation bill, but I think the Sen- 
ator from Illinois will recognize that the very same reason which 
had caused him to request that the bill should be passed over last 
8 is just as ative at this time. 
en ULLOM. I think not. I think Senators are nearly all 

ere. 3 

Mr. VILAS. There are some Senators absent who are always 
particularly interested in the Library. 

Mr. CULLOM. They ought to be here. 

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY CONFERENCE, 


Mr. CHANDLER. I desire to make a suggestion, and that is, 
that at an early day I shall ask the Senate to act upon the pill 
(S. 3547) to provide for the representation of the United States by 
commissioners at any international monetary conference hereafter 
to be called. I have delayed calling up that bill because of the 
pendency of the question in reference to the tearing up of the 
pavements in the District of Columbia, which has been argued at 
such great length by Senators, and because there are one or two 
other measures that I did not wish to interfere with. I would 
venture to ask the indulgence of the Senate, therefore, that that 
bill be taken up after the routine morning business on Monda 
next and the consideration of it proceeded with. I hope there will 
be no objection to unanimous consent to that request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair understand the 
Senator from New Hampshire to make a ion? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Lask unanimous consent that the bill (S. 
8547) to provide for the representation of the United States 
commissioners at any international mone conference hereafter 
to be called may be taken up for consideration on Monday next 
at the conclusion of the routine m business, 

Mr. ALDRICH. Why not take it up now? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Because there are Senators who may desire 
to propose amendments to it, and I do not wish to take it up in 
the absence of those Senators. 

Mr. STEWART. Does the Senator want to antagonize the 
unfinished business with that bill? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Unless the Senator from Nevada speaks at 
great length, I shall expect to pass it on Monday next before the 
unfinished business shall be reached. 

Mr. STEWART. That was not the question. I asked the Senator 
? 


if he to antagonize the unfinished business 
Mr. C DLER. I should not until I had consulted the Sen- 
ator from Nevada. 


Mr. STEWART. Then you will not do it. ughter. | 

Mr. CHANDLER. I would not do it without consulting him. 
25 ge QUAY. What is the question before the Senate, Mr. Presi- 

en 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire has made a request of the Senate. 

Mr, CULLOM. there is no motion 3 pending, I move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the legislative, executive, 
and judicial a ge riation bill. 

Mr. CHAN I hope that my request will be granted. 
Mr. VILAS. I should like to ask the Senator from New Ham 
shire if we ought not to have present when that request is 0 
some of the Senators who desire to be present and offer amend- 


ments? 

Mr. CHANDLER. That is the very reason why I suggest next 
* at the close of the routine morning business. 

Mr. VILAS. I do not interpose any objection to taking up the 
bill at any time, but f thought the request to fix a time for 8 
it up should be made when Senators interested in it are present. 

. CHANDLER. The Senator will bear in mind that I make 
no request that it shall be taken up and considered until it is fin- 
ished, but I think it is of sufficient importance to be taken up at 
that time. If we can then finish it, well and good; if not, there 
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3 13, before the word “ thousand,” to strike 
” and insert thirty- six; so as to make the clause 


will be delay, and there certainly will be delay in order that any And 
„ out 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request | read: 
of the Senator from New Hampshire that the bill to w. he 


refers shall be taken up on Monday next for consideration imme- 
diately after the close of the routine morning ess? 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to sug; to the Senator from New 
Hampshire that he ask that the bill be taken up on Tuesday, 
‘because Monday afternoon has been assigned for eulogies on the 


late Speaker 5 
Mr. CHAND: Tuesday will suit me just as well. 
The PRESIDING OFFI . The request of the Senator from 
New Hampshire is modified to Tuesday, after the routine morn- 


ing business. 

r. CHILTON. I wish to make a eee i via? 
unanimous consent is granted to the Senator from New p- 
shire, will it not interfere with the bill set for 2 o’clock on Monday 
next, the bankruptcy bill? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh, no; it can not interfere with that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The request is thatthe bill be 
taken up in the morning hour before 2o'clock. Is there objection 
to the request of the Senator from New Hampshire? The Chair 
hears none, and it is so ordered. 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CULLOM. I ask unanimous consent that the unfinished 
business may be temporarily laid aside, and that the Senate pro- 
‘ceed to the consideration of the legislative, executive,and judicial 
appropriation bill. i 

The RESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minois asks 
unanimons consent that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of the bill named by him, the Nicaraguan Canal bill, which is 
penn ‘to be temporarily laid aside for that purpose. Is there 
objection? 

. QUAY. I shall object, unless there be an understanding 
that we shall have an executive session before adjourning this 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. With the understanding that 
there shall be an executive session ‘this afternoon. The Chair 
heors no objection, and it is so ordered. 2 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H. R. 9643) making appropriations for the leg- 
the fiscal vend 1 aa 1898. and for other 

e r'enäing June 30, and for o urposes. 

Mr. CULLOM. On page 19, and on three or eee 

, there are some proposed amendments to the bill which, 
believe, have not been read. I ask that the Secretary now read 
m. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendments referred to 


will be stated in their order. $ 

The SECRETARY. On page 19, line 22, the Committee on Appro- 
priations reported an amendment to strike out: 

For Librarian, $5,000— 

And to insert: À 

F. brarian of Congress, to be appointed by the Presid and with 
the err and comment of the Senate, $5,000; — the brenn Walt make 


rules and regulations for the of the Library of Congress, to be 
Library. 


vernment 
approved by the Joint tee on the. 


. Mr. CALL. The amendment which has just been stated will 
come up in the Senate, I take it. Am I right? 
Mr. ALDRICH and Mr. MILLS. Yes. . 
Mr. CULLOM. It will. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Any question in respect to the 
amendment can be raised when the bill reaches the Senate. 
Mr. MILLS. We are now as in Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. CALL. I give notice to that effect. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on 
the amendment reported by the Committee on Appropriations. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


to 


of the Government for 


| Bress, and ‘a sufficient amount of 
| app tions hag are serv- 
ices, of the custody and care of said Library building and pam —5 until July 


department: For the following, under the direction of the Li- 

of Congress, necessary for the execution of the copyright law. è 

of copyrights, who shall ‘orm all the duties relating to 

Ps tment of clerks, and ego vat ty coy“ 
e Treasury, and make monthly reports to the 

the of and shall on and 


bri 


of the 
itina; twocierks, at $1,800 each; two clerks, at $1,690 each; 
400 each; ten clerks, at $1,200.each; ten clerks, at $900 each; 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 22, after line 13, tostrike out: 


Oustody, care. and ‘maintenance of new building: For custedian, 
$3,000; clerk. $1,600; ger; of the watch. $1,200; twelve watchmen; 
chief engineer, $1,500; five assistant engineers, at $1.00 each; ten firemen; 
electrician, $1,200; three eleyator conductors, a each; ics, 
at $0 each; ten’ laborers (skilled), at $720 each; ‘omen; in all, 
$49,440: Provided, That employed in said ry of 
shall be appointed solely with reference to their fitness for their peculiar 
duties, and without reterence to their political or party and shall 
be removed for cuuse only. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, on page 23, after line 18, to strike out: 


For fuel, li d miscellaneous 
* et JF lights, repairs, an supplies, $35,000, to be immedi- 


The amendment was agreed to. ; 
The next amendment was, on page 23, after line 20, to insert: 


Custody, care, and maintenance of Library bu and grounds: For 
‘superintendent of the Library building and grounds, to be a 5 tho 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, $5,000; said 
‘superintendent shall disburse all appropriations made for and on account of 
the Library and Lib and grounds, and shall on and after Jul: 
1, 1897, give bond, paya’ to the United States in the sum of — with 

by the ef the Treasury, for the faithful dis- 


sureties æ y 
of his duties; and for the oyment said su) tendent of all 
clerks, — —— p Baai eigenen bag ES 
vatorconductors, mechanics, la char women. and others for the proper 
maintenance building an 


care, and of a ds, 440; in 
. That al persone employed ts and about, ny wore 
under the Librarian or the out of the Library Bull Jug 
ae be appointed solely with reference to their fitness for their 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 24, after line 15, to insert: 


For fuel, ligh and miscellaneous su to + 
— st En Seren. pplies, $85,000, to be immedi. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 24, after line 17, to insert: 
Tho officer now in charge of the construction of the building for the 
b of is authorized and directed to terminate his 
pas dut; and maintenance of the said 
iiding and grounds on and after March 4, appoint the emplo: un- 
procure 3 furniture for the said building, — remove 
the copyright collect furniture, etc., but 
of such contracts 
ng as may remain unfinished ‘on 
ion not to exceed the fo ace nee 4 


tracts. The said officer shall disburse the funds 
N him. and shall — a peter 
vided by ‘the joint resolution ap- 
appropriations for said Library 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, on page 25, line 14, after the word. 
the ded,” to insert “by said officer;” and in line 21, after the 
word “ building,” to insert and grounds;” so as to make the 
clause read: 

For furniture for Lil 


the passage of this act, out of au balance of 
heretofore made for the comaptening of the building for the n- 
all further unexpended balance of said 
shall be available for the includi 


The reading of the bill was resumed, The next amendment of | 1, 1807 


the Committee on Appropriations was, on page 20, line 5, after the 
word work,“ tostrike out and the custody and care of the new 
Library building, and only under such rules as the Librarian of 
Congress may prescribe;” so as to read: 


For the following, to be selected by the Librarian of Congress, hy reason 
special aptitude for the work of 8 including the ‘ht work, 
namely, ete. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, on page 21, line 23, after the word 
“namely,” to strike out one assistant, $2,000” and insert. 


Register of copyrights, $3,000, who shall perform all the duties relating to 

— 5 hts, ex: the appoin 

and make monthly reports to the Secre- 

tary of the rian ot Congress, and shall on and after 

July 1, 1897, give bond, paros to the United Statesin thesum 7 essen with 
ed by the Secre thful dis- 


‘change of his duties. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 26, after line 8, to insert: 


The rooms and all space now eecupied by the Library of in tho 
Capitol bu ding shall not, after the removal of said Library, 8 
either permanently or temporarfly, for any purpose whatever until so 
orde: by Congress. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CULLOM. That concludes all the amendments which the 
committee have recommended. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I wish to offer an amendment. 

Mr. COCKRELL. We did not finish an amendment of which 
I gave notice last evening, on page 114. I move to strike out all 
after the word “dollars,” in line 23, down to and including the 
word marshals,” in line 12, on page 115. Then we will have the 
matter in conference. 

Mr, CULLOM. Iam willing that the lines referred to shall be 
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stricken out, with the understanding that we will look into the 

matter more carefully between now and the time when the bill 
into conference. 

Mr. BATE, I ask that the matter proposed to be stricken out 


may be read. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 
The SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out all after the word 
« dollars,“ in line 23, page 114, down to and including the word 
„marshals,“ in line 12, page 115, as follows: 


That section 24 of the act of May 28, 1896, 3 
the Government, for 


the fiscal year ending Jang. 1897, and for other purposes, be and is hereb: 
amended by striking out the words“ Indian Terpito r.” so that said ac 
shall apply to the Indian Territory except as herein otherwise provided: 
‘urther, That the provisions of sections 19, 21, and 2? of said act shall 
not apply to the Indian Territory: vided further. t each of the district 
attorne the Indian Territory shall receive a of $4,000 per annum, 


and of the 
bonds as other mars! 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Missouri. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I desire to move an amendment on page 23, 
line 3, where it reads: 

Purchase of books for the Library, $4,000. 

I have been amazed, as a good many other people have been, at 
the way we have gone on fora good many yena appropriating 
$5,000 for the Library to purchase books of all kinds—the sn 
sive books relating to the sciences, philosophy, history, and all 
that. Five thousand dollars a year never would purchase what 
we ought to buy of the products of the press in America and in 
Europe. 

‘Now, in the pending bill it is only $4,000. For the purchase of 
law books for the Library $1,500 is to bo appropria ; a similar 
sum is proposed to be appropriated for of reference for the 
Supreme Court, and $1,500is given for the exchange of public docu- 
ments with foreign governments. Yougivetothosecom tively 
limited fields more ou give to the whole of thegreat field of the 
Library. Hereisthe Library, I have forgotten the exact number, 
but with perhaps 775,000 volumes, and only $4,000 is appropriato 
annually to continue buying the books that absolutely ought to be 
bought. Of course we add a great many books to the Library 
every year through the process of the copyright, but a multitude 
of them are such as we would never buy if they did not come to 
us in that way, a great mass being very light trash. 

I move to strike out four and insert eight;“ so as to read 
488,000.“ 

N. CULLOM. I appreciate the fact that this is a very small 
sum to be provided for the purchase of books in a great library; 

et it seems to me, and I think the committee takes that view of 
t, that we had better wait until we get the Library into a build- 
ing where we can see what there is, get it classified, and then we 

ill know wherein it is lacking. We can then begin to make 
liberal appropriations for the purchase of books. I think the Sen- 
ator, ae had better wait until the Library is moved. We 
have an immense number of books and pamphlets piled about; 
we hardly know what they are, and if we did we could not get at 
them. But after their removal and classification we shall i 
to see wherein we are lacking, and then we can make appropria- 
tions with intelligence and supply whatever deficiencies may 
exist in the Library. I appreciate the importance of the matter, 
and merely suggest this consideration to the Senator from Con- 
necticut. 

Mr. HAWLEY. The brains of the Librarian are easily moved 
to the new building. He knows what the old Library is and what 
its wants will be when it gets into the new building. He will be 
able from time to time to attend to this without any serious inter- 
ruption to his other business. 

. CULLOM (to Mr. Haw Ley). Su pose ou make it $6,000. 

Mr. HAWLEY. If $8,000 is too much, will say $6,000. Iwill 
modify the amendment by moving to strike out four“ and in- 

i six.” 


sertin 
Mr. CULLOM. Personally I have no objection to the amend- 


ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from Connecticut as 
modified. : 

The amendment was agreed to. f 

Mr. CULLOM. Let the Secretary make the change in the total, 


The SECRETARY. In line 13, page 23, it is proposed to strike out 
t eleven and insert thirteen;” so as to read: 
In all, $13,000. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, that change 
will be made. ; 

Mr. GALLINGER. Ioffer an amendment to which I call the 
attention of the Senator in charge of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. On page 84, line 11, it is proposed 


to strike 


out the word ‘‘four,” before “ dollars,” and insert “' five;“ and in 
line 11 to strike out the words three dollars and twenty cents” 
and insert four dollars; so as to read: 

Foreman of bindery, $5 per day; four binders, at $4 per day each. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I will say—I feel sure that the Senator in 
charge of the bill will permit the amendment to be made—that 
similar amendment was inserted in the last appropriation bill. 15 
went into conference and, unfortunately, was lost there. I hope 
that this amendment will be allowed to go into the bill and that it 
will not be lost in the shuffle in conference this year. 

I will state that the amendment concerns only three or four men 
whose salaries were redueed a few years ago, and their present 
pay is below that which is being paid to men occupying similar 
positions in other Departments of the Government who do similar 
work. I trust the Senator from Ilinois will let the amendment 
go in, and he can investigate the matter in conference. 

Mr. CULLOM. Such an amendment was made in the Senate 
last year, and it went out as the result of the work of the confer- 
ence committee. 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is what I said. 

Mr. CULLOM. And the committee thought it hardly worth 
Tani to make it again. Personally I am willing to let the amend- 
men in. ' 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on ing to 

ampshire. 


the amendment submitted by the Senator from New 
11 7 5 to. 
If the Senate will permit me, I should like 


The amendment was 
Mr. GALLINGER. 

to have printed in the Recorp,in connection with the simplo 

statement I made, a letter from the men affected by the amend- 


ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The letter will be printed in the 
RECORD, if there is no objection. The Chair hears none. 

The letter is as follows: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., January 20, 1397. 

Sir: We, the undersigned bookbind: ti vision, 
9 petition our honorauie Reta beg part g ins oe 
the com: tion we ed prior to the ery Ack of Jquuary 12, 189, 

uence in our 


your favorable consideration an: M 

The duties upon us as nders are such in character as to 
quire a thorough knowledge of branches of the trade, much of the wor. 
being difficult of execution requiring ppu in the perform» 
ance thereof. loyees at the Governmen ing O are compen- 
sated at the rate of $4 per day for this of Bed eb and we believe that we 
have been unjustly ted ucing our pay. The sery- 
ices we perform necessitate the handling of valuable documents, often of 
Cee r= Gogan peer such as Secret Service reports, written records of th 

8 an 

a —.— wary dg the foreman of Mes jes should ee 

e oregoing is 7 n and we our 

tition will be favorably considered. . = 


W. M. TTS. 
Tonk BOOT 
T. P. ELL. 
ED. T. ECOKLOFF. 
JOHN V. SHEA. 
Hon. J. H. GALLINGER, 
United States Senate. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I move to amend the total as indicated on 
ie paper I sent to the desk. 
e 


SECRETARY. In line 14, page 34, it is proposed to strike out 
“$31,243.40” and insert 832,55. * 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McBRIDE. I am directed by the Committee on Publio 
Lands to offer an amendment. In line 23, page 100, I move 
strike out the words six thousand five hundred” and in 
“eight thousand;” so as to read: 


4 sur veyor-general of Oregon, $2,000; and for the clerks in his office, 


Mr. CULLOM. That is exactly 5 the estimate, and 
Iam willing to let the amendment go into the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from Oragon. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MCBRIDE. To complete the amendment, in line 24 I move 
to 8 1.85 out eight thousand five hundred ” and insert ‘‘ ten thou; 
sand.“ : 

Mr. CULLOM. Thatchange will be made as a matter of course. 
It is a mere change in the total. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. In line 24, page 100, it is proposed to strike out 
eight thousand five hundred” and insert ten thousand; ” so a8 
to read: 


In all, $10,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. * 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring 
in the amendments made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to say for myself that I have not been dis- 
posed to interfere with what the Senate as in Committee of the 

hole has concluded to be best in regard to dealing with the 


national Library, which is to be removed from the Capitol and to 
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assume very much larger proportions asa publicinstitution. But 
Iam satisfied that very soon the nati Library must be gov- 
erned in some such way as the Smithsonian Institution is now 
verned, and that the present method of government will be 
‘ound inadequate and unsatisfactory to the people and to Congress. 
The great experience and ability of the present Librarian make 
it ny sure that any method of dealing with that institution 
be reasonably satisfactory so long as his services are spared; 
but I expect that very soon it will be found necessary for the two 
Houses of Congress to Provide for a permanent rearrangement 
for the future which will involve the imitation and expansion of 
the scheme now in operation in regard to the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution. 

Mr. CULLOM. I only wish to say that the Committee on Ap- 
propriations had the question of providing for a board of regency 
under consideration, and after much discussion and argument 

pro and con the committee concluded, I think unanimously, that 
we had better adopt the policy or scheme set forth in the pending 
bill as a somewhat tentative arrangement, hoping that we might 
get the way clear for a better arrangement later on if it shall seem 
necessary to undertake to provide for one. That is all I desire to 
say in reference to the matter. 

. CALL. Mr. President, I do not desire to interpose any 
objection to the passage of the bill, seeing that there seems to be 
somewhat general indifference to the subject of the Library. I 
think after the expenditure of $6,000,000 by the Government of 
the United States for the construction of a library building and 
the conduct of a great pape library, there ought to be some con- 
siderable dignity attached to its operation and management. 

The pending bin provides nothing. There is no objection to the 
Librarian—if Mr. Spofford shall be appointed—haying the author- 
ity conferred in the bill. Lapprove of that. There is no objec- 
tion to the superintendent of the building 5 the management 
and control of it, but the Congress of the United States ought not 
to part with the authority to create these offices and to control the 
management of the building and the Library. The present archi- 
tect who has built the great building ought, by concurrent reso- 
lution, to be named as the superintendent of the building, and the 
Librarian, Mr. Spofford, ought to be named by a concurrent reso- 
lution of Congress. Who can tell whom the President may select, 

whether these two most appropriate men or not; and the Senate 
will have only the right to object to that selection. Here are two 
men most prominently connected—one with the construction of 
this magnificent edifice, and the other with the operation of the 
Library, the control and care of the books—both of them left with- 
out any provision; left to the discretion of the President, without 
pay wer on the part of Congress to provide for their continuance 
0 


The architect under General Casey, and now the architect and 
superintendent of the building, Mr. Green, has constructed the 
building from the foundation upward, and he has done it with an 
economy, with a degree of taste, with an architectural ability that 
is signal and will distinguish him through all time. The Libra- 
rian who has so long been in charge of the Library is another 
instance of eminent fitness for the position. They are both of 
them by this bill left to the contingency of the President's selec- 
tion. 

Now, more than that, Co can not alter that condition 
except by the repeal of this bill, or by overcoming the action of 
the ident by a two-thirds vote if they should attempt to 
re the act. ; 

this bill, when enacted into law, Congress forever puts it 
out of their power to control the Library. It now loses its name 
and function of a Congressional Library, and becomes a national 
or Presidential Library, beyond the control of Congress, except 
by the President's consent. It completely separates the Library 
from the contro! of Congress. 

Then, again, how many distinguished men in every State of 
this Union would be glad to be associated in some pe with 
this great institution, the Library? Why not, according to the 
example of England in her great library associations, have the 
distinguished scholars, the great literary men of this country be 
8 regents in connection with this institution, and why 
should not the Joint Committee on the Library of the two Houses 
of Congress 
Library? You would then surround it with great dignity: You 
would attract to it the respect and the regard of the people of the 
country. 

N ae ha ve no power over it. The mere fact that the rules and 

tions shall be made with the approval of the Library Com- 
mittee of the two Houses amounts to nothing, and the whole scheme 
is simply a divesting of all power on the part of Congress. It is 
done upon the idea that there is something in the Constitution of 
the United States which forbids the creation of an officer, even if 
he be an employee of Congress, except by the nomination of the 
President. Yet this plan is open to the objection that neither does 
the Constitution authorize the Librarian by statute to appoint 
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have control and be the active managers of the 


officers or employees any more than you could do so by resolution 


of Congre, 

The Constitution says Congress may vest the power in the head 
of a department. You do not make this a department, and yet 
you provide that these two officers shall create the offices and 
appoint all the officers who are necessary for the management of 
this building and the conduct of the Library. So, in every point 
of view, whether it be upon constitutional objection or in respect 
of the dignity which should attach to this great institution, or as 
a matter of policy by which we would attract to it the affections 
of the great masses of the people—the literary men, the scholars 
of the country from every point of view it is objectionable to put 
this great institution under the entire control and management 
of two men whom I would select for those offices by joint resolu- 
tion of Congress, but whom I would surround with the support 
of the scientific and literary men of the United States. 

I think the scheme is an objectionable one. There should be a 
regent appointed from every State. Every man who attains 
national eminence should participate in the honor and distinction 
of being connected with this great national institution, which 
could easily be done after the manner in which associations— 
library associations—are conducted in England, and the commit- 
tee of the two Houses should be the operating and managing 
trustees, to whom all matters should be referred. 

I desire to express my dissent from the provisions of the bill in 
regard to that matter. å 

. CULLOM. I hope we will now proceed with the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring 
in the amendments made as in Committee of the Whole. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to 
be read a third time. f 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

EXPOSITION OF GAS APPARATUS AND APPLIANCES. 

Mr. BRICE. Ihad Senate joint resolution No. 184 referred to 
the Committee on the Library, but, owing to the absence from the 
city of members of that committee, I ask unanimous consent that 
the committee be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be put upon its assage. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Ohio asks 
unanimous consent to discharge the Committee. on the Libra 
from the consideration of a joint resolution the title of which wi 
be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A joint resolution (S. R. 184) authorizing the 
Smithsonian Institution to participate in the ition of Gas 
Apparatus and 5 to be held in Madison Square Garden, 
New York City, Janu: 27 to February 6, 1897. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from Ohio that the committee be discharged? The 
Chair hears none. 

Mr. BRICE. Lask for the present consideration of the joint 
resolution. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

Mr. BRICE. I move to amend the joint resolution, in line 4, by 
striking out the words and directed” after the word “‘author- 
ized;” so as to read: 

That the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution is hereby authorized to 
participate in the Exposition of Gas Apparatus and Appliances, to be held, 
etc. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRICE. I move further to amend the joint resolution by 
striking out, in line 9, after the word authorized,“ the words 
“and directed.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate as amended, and 
the amendments were concurred in. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


YACHTS OF FOREIGN YACHT CLUBS, ETC, 


Mr. QUAY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. FRYE. Lask the Senator from Pennsylvania to yield to 
me, that I may ask unanimous consent for the present considera- 
tion of a bill which will probably not take five minutes. It is 
House bill 8038, for the protection of yacht owners and shipbuild- 
ers of the United States—a very short bill. 

Mr. roar I will yield for that ad and for that only. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine asks 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the considera- 
tion of a bill which will be read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill (H. R. 8038) for the protection of 
yacht owners and shipbuilders of the United States, and by unani- 
mous consent the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
to its consideration. 

Mr. FRYE. It is the unanimous report of the Committee on 
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Commerce. The Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEst] filed an amend- 
ment. which he said he proposed to offer, but I saw him a few mo- 


ments and he told me that he did not desire a vote on it and 
had no objection to the passage of the bill. It has been Sore 
now nearly a year because three contracts had been made before 
the bill was presented for the building of yachts abroad which 
cost $1,500,000. The contracts having been made under existing 
law, I delayed the bill until those three yachts entered. So there 
is nobody I know of in the world who objects to the measure. 
Mr. GRAY. I should like to ask the Senator from Maine 
whether the exemption which I heard stated in the reading of the 
3 to citizens of the United States who own foreign-built 
ts 


Mr. FRYE. Citizens of the United States under the original 
law became members of foreign yacht clubs and then contracted 
for the building of very costly e abroad, and thus obtained 
the privileges of the old law. o old law was enacted 3 
that we might get the models of sailing yachts. We got, under 
the law, models of sailing yachts until we were ready to furnish 
them with models. But, under the law, they got into the habit 
of me ag 5 expensive steam yachts and thus ing all the ad- 
vantage of low tonnage tax and low entry and low clearance. 

Mr. GRAY. Under the paeen state of the law, can a man go 
to England and have a yacht built and come to this country and 
escape the tariff taxes? 

Mr. FRYE, All tariff taxes, all entrance fees, all clearance 
fees, all tonnage tax; and these big steam yachts have been escap- 


Mr. GRAY. And have an American registry? 

Mr. FRYE. No, s.r; the owner does not take an American 
registry at all. 

Mr. GRAY. Why not? 

Mr. FRYE. Because æ foreign-built vessel can not get an 
American registry. ; 

Mr. GRAY. He sails under the American flag? 

Mr. FRYE. He puts up any flag he wants to put up. 

Mr. GRAY. I ask for info: on, if the Senator will excuse 
me, because I think itis a matter of some interest. Was there 
not a question about one of these foreign-built yachts being liable 
in some way to tariff duties? 

Mr. FR Yes, and it was decided against the United States 
under this law. 
is GRAY. Does not the Senator think they ought to be 

le? 

Mr. FRYE. They can not come in any more if the bill passes. 

Mr. GRAY. They can not come in at all? 

Mr. FRYE. No., 

Mr. GRAY. That is all right. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. QUAY. Ihave agreed to yield to the Senator from Texas 
[Mr. CHILTON}. a 3 

Mr. CHILTON. I will not insist. Iwill give my place to the 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. TURPE]. I am much obliged to the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. 


CAPT. JOHN W. DODD. 


Mr. TURPIE. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid- 
eration of the bill (S. 3401) granting an increase of pension to Capt. 
John W. Dodd. 3 ; 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It Fe to place on the 
pension roll the name of John W. Dodd, of Indianapolis, Ind., late 
a member of Company A, Fourth Regiment Indiana Volunteer In- 
fantry. and to pay him a pension of 550 per month, in lieu of the 
amount he is now ea i 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CULLOM. Iam almost inclined to ask the Senator from 
Pennsylvania to yield to me to have a little pension bill passed, 
8 which a Representative from my State has urged me a 
good many times, and I have neglected to call it up. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There are a great many pension bills on the 
Calendar. There is a way to proceed with justice and equality, 
and that is to take up all the pension bills and consider them. 

Mr. CULLOM. I yield to the Senator from Pennsylvania to 
make his motion to go into executive session. 

Mr. QUAY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After seven minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o’clock p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Thursday, January 21, 
1897, at 12 o’clock meridian. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate January 20, 1897, 
PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 


Subsistence department. 
Col. Thomas O. Sullivan, assistant commissary-general of sub- 
sistence, to be Commissary-General of Subsistence, with the rank 


of brigadier-general. 
Cavalry arm. 

Capt. Louis He Rucker, Ninth Cavalry, to be or. 

Capt. Eli 5 Second 88 to be —.— 

First Lient. Philip Pendleton Powell, adjutant, Ninth Cavalry, 
to be captain. 

First Lieut. Lloyd Milton Brett, adjutant, Second Cavalry, to 
be captain. 

Second Lieut. George Tayloe Langhorne, Third Cavalry, to be 
first lieutenant. m 

Second Lieut. Ulysses Grant Kemp, Eighth Cavalry, to be first 

lieutenant. 
eee Lieut. Charles Young, Ninth Cavalry, to be first lieu- 

nant. 

Second Lieut. Alfred Charles Merilla hth Cav: , to 
first lieutenant. * . Re 

Second Lieut. Robert Bruce Wallace, Second Cavalry, to be 
Srgecond Lieut. Francis Cutler Marshall, Eighth c 

eut, , Ei avalry, to 
first lieutenant. us iiig 
Infantry arm. 


First Lieut. James Berryman Jackson, Seventh Infantry, to be 


Becond Li t. J h Dugald Leitch, Tw fourth Inf: 

ieut. Jose 5 enty- fo an 

9 ty ty, 
POSTMASTERS. 


William H. Healy, to be at Fonda, in the county of 
Pocahontas and State of ee n 5 
Jacob S. Groff, to be postmaster at Newtown, in the county of 
Bucks and State of Pennsylvania. 
John C. Jones, to be postmaster at Titusville, in the county of 
55 
oel D. Cruttenden, to be postmaster at Bayfield, in the coun 
8 meau * Wisconsin. — 2 z 
ohn Horn: , to be postmaster at the county of 
Boone and State of Iowa. 5 z 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 20, 1897. 


The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. 
HENRY N. COUDEN. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap- 


proved. 
REPRINT OF A REPORT. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I am informed 
that the report of the majority of the committee in the contested- 
election case of Yost vs. Tucker, from Virginia, has been exhaus' 
and I ask unanimous consent that areprint be ordered for the use 
of the members. 

There was no objection, and it Was so ordered. 

RAILROAD BRIDGES ACROSS THE CUMBERLAND AND TENNESSEE 
RIVERS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the amendment of the Sen- 
ate to the bill (H. R. 8551) to establish railroad bridges across the 
Cumberland and Tennessee rivers in Kentucky. 

The Senate amendment was read and concurred in. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WALKER of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 


consent for the present consideration of the resolution I send to 


the desk. 
Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I am forced to object, for the 
-reason that it is the desire of tlemen on both sides of the 
Chamber to proceed at once with the regular order, so that we 
may reach the contested-election case. 

r. WALKER of Massachusetts. This will only take a moment, 
I will say to the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. BAILEY. We have had a dozen requests from this side of 
the Chamber to allow matters to be taken up this morning, but 
have been compelled to make objection to all of them. 

TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will call the committees for reports. 

The Clerk proceeded with the call of committees. 

AMERICAN REGISTER—BARK E. O. MOWATT. 


The Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries was 


1897. 


Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up on behalf of the 
committee the bill (H. R. 9784) to provide an erican register 
for the bark E. C. Mowatt, of Philad elphia, Pa, 

The bill was read, as follows: . 


Be it enacted, etc., That the Commissioner of Na on is hereby author- 
ined and directed to cause the foreign-built bark E. C. Mowatt, owned by citi- 
zens of the United States, to be registered as a vessel of the United States. 


Mr. PAYNE. Iask for the reading of the report, which fully 
lains the bill. 
“The report (by Mr, PAYNE) was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries, having had under 
consideration the bill (H. R. 9784) to provide an American register for the 
bark E C. Mowatt, report the same as follows: 

This bark was dismasted and wrecked d a hurricane, abandoned at 
sea, and picked up by the British steamer Anerly March 9, 1896, in 32° north 
latitude, 91° west longitude, and towed by the Anerly into St. Thomas, West 
Indies, The bark left St. Thomas July 14, 1896,in tow of the tug C. W. Morse, 
and was towed into New York Harbor with her o still in, arriving Jul 
24, 1896. The hull was sold by the underwriters to Gustavus A. Müller an 
John W. nig be ag oe 

$3,750. The bark has been thoroughly repaired and put in 70 and sea- 


this case conforms to the general law referred to in all responia, except 
that the vessel was wreck ont seas instead of within the waters of 
the United States, your committee believe she should be ered as a ves- 


sel of the United 
recommenda‘ 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. PAYNE, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 


AMERICAN REGISTER—STEAMER MENEMSHA, 


Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I desire also to call up the bill 
75 R. 8557) to provide an American register for the steamer 
lenemsh 


a. 
1 will state that this bill is precisely similar to one that was 
last session which originated in Senate. I move, there- 
‘ore, that this be permitted to lie upon the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The Committee on Foreign Affairs was called. 

Mr. DRAPER. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the committee, I 
desire to call up Senate joint resolution No. 76, authorizing 
Eng pane cCarty Little to accept a decoration from the 

of Spain. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the gentleman that 
this bill does not seem to be on the House Calendar. 

Mr. DRAPER. No: it is on the Private Calendar, No. 834. 

The SPEAKER. Under this call only bills on the House Calen- 
dar are in order. This, the Chair will state, is practically a pri- 
vate bill, and does not come within the rule. 


MUSTER AND PAY OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN, 


- Mr. HULL (when the Committee on Military Affairs was called). 
Mr. Speaker, I ask to take up the bill (S. 2101) to extend the pro- 
visions of an act to provide for the muster and pay of certain offi- 
cers and enlisted men of the volunteer forces. 

The bill was read at length. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that this bill is also on 
the Union Calendar, and would not be in order under the call. 

Mr. HULL. Then, Mr. Speaker, I ask to take up the House bill 
= is on the Calendar, which is precisely the same as the Senate 


The SPEAKER. It ought to be on the same Calendar. 

Mr. HULL. It carries no appropriation, let me say. 

Mr. DOCKERY. But it ought to be on the same Calendar as the 
Senate bill, of course, and would not be in order under the call. 

Mr. HULL. It makes no appropriation, although it may result 
in one yeas 

Mr. LOUD. It is subject to the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has to interpose objection, because 
the bill does not come within the purview of the rule. 

Mr. HULL. Very well; I will withdraw the bill. 


RELIEF OF CERTAIN TELEGRAPH OPERATORS, 


Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I call up, on behalf of the committee, 
the bill (S. 319) for the relief of telegraph operators who served in 
the war of the rebellion. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


service, and the dates, as near as mer o between welch such service was 
al Spare A pion TIRS this law s not 5 Lt 74 the per- 
sons herein mention an pension, bounty, or herein 
r peovided for, a a 4 5 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


979 


The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 


read the third time. 


Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I would like the gentleman to make 
some explanation of this bill. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, the only explanation for the bill is 
that the telegraph corps, during the war, performed very efficient 
and faithful services, They were civilian employees; and from 
General Sherman down to the present time they have been recom- 
mended for some Congressio recognition of their services. It 
has been the unanimous testimony of all officers that they per- 
formed services of great value to the Government; and although 
they were civil employees, they could not leave the field and the 
service, as other employees could do. They do not ask for com- 
pensation or pay of any kind, nor do they ask for pension, but ask 
the benefit of this legislation for their families, simply that they 
may have a certificate of the services rendered. It is purely an 
honorary matter that carries no expense. It has been recom- 
mended for fifteen years by the offic rs and by the Department. 

Mr. TERRY. There is noconsiderable expense involved in the 
bill? 

Mr. HULL. There is no e se whatever, or only a trifling 
expense for the printing of certificates to give to each man who 
served in the telegraph corps during the war. 

Mr. TERRY. I understand that these members of the tele- 
graphic corps were simply employees of the Government. 

Mr. TERRY Bas this ee t into dangerous places. 

f z ey wen us : 

Mr. HULL. They had dangerous places, went upon the field, 
and set up their instruments and established their lines, a service 
that the Generals of the Army and the War Department have con- 
tinuously recommended should be recognized in this way. The 
bill is guarded so that it can not he made the basis for any pay or 
emoluments, or even for any pensions whatever. 

Mr. TERRY. I have no special objection to the bill; but I sug- 
gest to the gentleman another class of employees who were fre- 

uently in very great danger, and that was the teamsters who 
Bae the supply wagons, especially when the fellows on the other 
side were ee a hungry. [Laughter.] 

Mr. L ask for a vote, Mr. Speaker. 

The bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. HULL, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. HULL. Mr, er, I have nothing more that I am cer- 
tain is on the proper Calendar for consideration in this hour. 

The Committee on the Public Lands was called. 

FEES OF REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS. 

Mr, LACEY. apie emg Iam directed by the Committee on 
the Public Lands to up the bill (H. R. 9948) to amend subdi- 
vision 10 of section 2238 and to eal subdivision 12 of section 
2238 of the Revised Statutes of the United States. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, ete., That subdivision 10 of section 2238 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

“ Tenth. rs and receivers are allowed, jointly, at a rate not exceed- 
ing 10 cents per hundred words for testimony reduced by them to writing for 
claimants in all cases.” 


n . 

SEC. 2. That subdivision 12 of section 2238 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States is hereby repealed. 

Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I think it is due to the House that 
there should be a brief explanation of this bill. It is intended to 
take the place of a bill that was vetoed by the President some 
time ago. The new bill has been so drawn as to omit that part 
that was held in the Presidential message to be objectionable. 
The bill provides for the taking of depositions and evidence in 
land cases at 10 cents a hundred words, and also provides for 
striking out that part of the law which gives 50 per cent excess in 
land offices west of the Rocky Mountains and in the Rocky Moun- 
tain region. ‘The bill passed the House and the Senate, but there 
was a proviso in it that raira registers and receivers to make 
contracts for the aking of testimony at less rates even than 10 
cents hundred words if persons could be found to take it at 
the reduced rates. This provision was objected to in the message 
of the President. 

Mr. TERRY. What is the real object of the bill? 

Mr. LACEY. The sole object of the bill is to put these fees in 
the land offices in the Rocky Mountain region and west thereof at 
the same rate as in Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Territories 
and States farther east. Originally the expense of living in the far 
West was much ter, and the fees were made 50 cent higher. 
That reason no longer exists. in the judgment of Members and 
Delegates living in that region, and they have asked to have the 
rates changed to the same figure paid in other parts of the Union. 

Mr. TERRY. The President did not object to that at all, did he? 

Mr. LACEY. Not at all. Only one point was objected to, and 
that is omitted from the present bill. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Does it change the fees elsewhere? 

Mr. LACEY. It does not, except as to the taking of testimony. 
It is now 15 cents a hundred words, and this bill makes it 10, 
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Mr. SHAFROTH. It reduces the fees from 15 cents a hundred 
words to 10. 

Mr. TERRY. Is this a unanimous report? 

Mr. LACEY. A unanimous report. 

Mr.SHAFROTH. Itis unanimously reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of . LACEY, a motion to reconsider the last vote 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. LACEY. We have nothing further on the House Calendar. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions was called. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I am authorized by the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions to call up the bill H. R. 9785, 
No. 1491 on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. DOCKERY. That is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say to the gentleman 
that that is not admissible. In order to be admissible under this 
call a bill must be on the House Calendar, not the Private Cal- 


endar. 
Mr. KIRKPATRICK. This is on the Private Calendar. 
The SPEAKER. It is not admissible. 3 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment bills 
of the following titles: 

53 bill (H. R. 2941) granting increase of pension to Alfred P. 
58; an 

A bill (H. R. 8726) to provide for the payment of certain claims 
against the District of Columbia by drawback certificates. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed bills 
of the following titles; in which the concurrence of the House 


was f pra : ce 

A bill (S. 3355) to provide for organizing a naval battalion in 
the District of Columbia; and 

A bill (S. 3548) for a public building at the city of Altoona, Pa., 
and appropriating money therefor. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with- 
out amendment the following resolution: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That the 
Attorney-General be, and is hereby, authorized and instructed to print asan 
appendix to his last annual re fuil copies of all e and other 
correspondence between the Department of Justice and public officers, pri- 
vate persons, railroad eas mgs and their officers and agents in the year 
1804, relative to the disorders in the city of 7 III., du said year, 
and to the action taken by the Government of the United States suppress- 


ing the same. 

The message also announced that the Senate had to the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1690) 
granting a pension to Richard Brookins. 

The message also announced that the Senate had d the fol- 
lowing resolution; in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of R. sentatives concurri: 
be printed 20,000 extra copies of Bulletin N o. 33 of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, entitled The Cotton Plant: Its History, Botany, Chem- 
istry, Culture, Enemies, and Uses, of which number 6,000 copies shall be for 
the use of the Senate, 12,000 copies for the use of the House of Representa- 
tives, and 2,000 copies for distribution by the Secretary of Agriculture. 


SENATE BILL AND RESOLUTION REFERRED, 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bill and 

ae were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred as 
‘ollows: 

A bill (S. 3548) for a public building at the city of Altoona, Pa., 
and appropriating money therefor—to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

Senate concurrent resolution— 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives 88 That there 

printed 2),000 extra copies of letin No. 33 of the United tes De 
ment of Agriculture, entitled The Cotton Plant: Its History, Botany, 
istry, Culture, Enemies, and Uses, of which number 6,000 copies shall be for 
the use of the Senate, 12,000 copies for the use of the House of Representa- 
tives, and 2,000 copies for distribution by the Secretary of Agriculture— 


To the Committee on Printing. 

CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE, YOST VS. TUCKER, TENTH DISTRICT, 
VIRGINIA. 7 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, if the call of 
committees is complete, I call up the contested-election case of 
Yost vs. Tucker, from the Tenth district of Virginia, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Mo- 
CALL] calls up the contested-election case of Yost vs. Tucker. The 
resolution in connection with this case will be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


), That there 


em- 


Resolved, St. George Tucker was duly elected a Representative in 
the Fifty-fo Congress from the Tenth Congressional district of the State 
wa and is entitled to a seat therein. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetta, 


Mr. WALKER of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I desire to rise to a 


parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER., Tho gentleman will state it. 4 

Mr. W. R of Virginia. And thatis, whether there should 
not now be offered the substitute prepared by the minority? 

The SPEAKER. It is proper to offer the substitute now. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I offer the substitute. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the substitute. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That H. St. George Tucker was not elected a Representative to 
. Congress from the Tenth district of Virginia, and is not en- 

Resolved, That J. Yost was duly elected as a Representative from the Tenth 
ca 3 reo district of Virginia to the Fifty-fourth Congress, and is entitled 

Mr. MCCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I have consulted 
with the minority members of the committee in regard to the di- 
vision of time, and I am inclined to think that we will get along 
better by making no agreement at the outset as to the time when 
the vote shall be taken. It is desired that the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. WALKER] who makes the minority report should 
have control of the time for the minority and that I, who make 
the majority report, shall have control of the time for the ma- 
jority, and I would ask that that agreement be consented to. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Massachusetts asks that 
he have control of the time of the majority in the debate and that 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. WALKER] have control in op- 
position. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears 
none. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I yield to my colleague on the 
committee, the 17 from Pennsylvania Coppa]. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. Mr. S er, I just want to ask 
one more parliamentary question. The contestant in this case 
desires to be heard in his own behalf. 1 understand it requires 
unanimous consent; and I now make that request, that I may be 

rmitted to yield him time, out of my time, of course, and that 

e be allowed to address the House in his own behalf. I under- 
stand that this has been very 5 done in this House. The 
gentleman is an ex member of the House. He is more familiar 
With the facts and the law in the case than anyone else in this 
House, and I hope it will be the pleasure of the House to allow him 
in my time to address the House. 

The SPEAKER. cath ee from Virginia asks that the 
contestant may be allowed to address the House in the time allotted 
to his side of the question. Is there objection? 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I have no disposition to object, but 
I think it would be well enough to be understood how much time 
is to be yielded to him. 

5 The SPEAKER. Under that agreement, he can not exceed one 
our. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. One hour. 

The SPEAKER. With that understanding, is there objection? 

After a pause.] The Chair hears none. e gentleman from 
assachusetts ee to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. ` 

Mr. CODDING. Mr. Speaker, it is, I think, well understood 
that this case comes from Elections Committee No. 8, and that it is 
a contest on the election of November, 1894, held in the Tenth dis- 
trict of Virginia, the contestant being the Hon. Jacob Yost, and 
the contestee the sitting member, Hon. Henry St. George Tucker. 

His notice of contest embraces thirty-eight specifications, cover- 
ing matters in all the twelve counties and two cities ompong 
the district. The evidence, exhibits, and papers cover almost 6 
printed pages, and have had the careful attention and scrutiny of 
this committee. 

Two members of the committee dissent from the conclusion 
reached, to wit, that the contestee is entitled to retain his seat, and 
their views will be presented to you with vigor and ability. 

At the outset, I consider it my privilege to refer to the character 
of the parties. Mr. Yost has been, on previous occasions, a Repre- 
sentative from Virginia, and by virtue of the election of 1896 will 
soon again take his seat here. He is known to the committee asa 
gentleman of distinguished ability, personally worthy of the posi- 
tion in controversy, and far from the taint which clings to num- 
erous cases which are brought here solely under the influence of 
laws far too greatly favoring such contests. That he believes in 
the justice of his claim will not be in question. 

The contestee, Mr. Tucker, has served in three Congresses pre- 
ceding the present, enjoying the esteem, regard, and confidence of 
his associates, and I say with assurance there are few, if any, 
within sound of my voice who will believe him a party to any 
fraud or to the promotion of any irregularities. 1 say further 
that I confidently believe he would not for one instant retain that 
seat if he considered it acquired by any wrongful act done or 
8 by him. 

The official return of the election gave the contestee a plurality 
of 892. Five candidates were numed upon the official ballots, 
three of whom received altogether less than 1,000 votes out of 
y= Pa 000 cast. All the rest were for the parties to this contest, 
or in dou 
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The election of 1894 was the first trialin Virginia of the so-called 
Walton law, which gave to electoral boards the preparation of 
ballots and concealing from all others except the printer the 
size, style, and contents of the ballots which alone should be used 
at public elections. These ballots were intended to comprehend 
some features of what we commonly call the Australian system, 
giving, especially to the educated voter, a secret vote. 
The electoral ds in each county and city were selected b 
the legislature, and these boards appointed a registrar for eac 
voting precinct, who attended to the registration and transfer of 
voters. The electoral board also appointed the judges of election 
three in each precinct, who are to be competent, able to read and 
write, and, if possible, from persons known to belong to different 
political parties. A 
Each voter appearing at election must apply to one of the judges 
for an official ot, which the voter must carry into a yook 
booth, where he shall then draw a line with pen or pencil throug. 
the names of candidates he does not wish to vote for, leaving the 
name or names of the candidate or candidates he does wish to vote 
for unscratched.” 
Further important provisions I now read from the statute: 
No name shall be considered scratched unless the per or pencil mark extend 
5 three-fourths of the length of said name; and no ot save an offi- 
cial ballot above 9 for be counted for any person. When, as to 
any office, more one name remains unscratched, Le pote for that par- 
ticular office shall be void, but the ballot as to any other office for which onl 
one name remains unscratched shall be valid. He shall fold said ot wi 
the names of the candidates on the inside and hand the same to the judge of 
election, who shall place the same in the ballot box barn od inspection 
further than to assure himself that the ballot is a genuine ot, for which 
. ̃ beck thereat: ̃ 7˙ Te ghall be lawful for ony 
voter to erase any or allnames printed upon said official ballot and substitute 
therein in writing the name of any person or persons for any office for which 
he may desire to vote. 
The Congressional office was the only one mentioned upon the 
ballot of 1894, and some inferences are drawn from this fact which 
will hereafter appear. The census population of the district was 
155,188. The aggregate official vote was 24,674. 
After the beginning of the present contest, pursuant to orders 
of courts, furthered by agreements between the arties, a general 
examination and recount was had of all the ots returned to 
the clerks’ offices. This recount disclosed 28,488 votes. It leaves 
1,021 votes undescribed, because one were destroyed by various 
election boards and were not returned. The result of this recount 
or rather scrutiny, is to bring into view about 2,000 ballots not 
counted or computable because the voter had left two or more 
names unscratched upon the ballot. It further enabled this com- 
mittee to pass upon a number of ballots ofa character which had 

caused them to be rejected by some boards and counted by others. 
They present three general features for classification. 

First. Ballots from which the voter had scratched the title to 
the office voted for, which the law requires to be upon the ticket, 
erasing likewise everything else except the name of one candidate, 
which thereby stood alone upon the ballot voted. Such ballots are 
termed ‘‘caption marked.” Section 3 of the Walton act prescribes 
that the ballot shall contain the title of the office printed or 
written,” and king for myself and in the belief that the rights 
of voters are the gift of law, and are not inherent, I regard the 

uestion as a close one. But our committee, considering the fact 
that but one office was voted for, and hence no error could arise 
as to the intention of the voter as to the office, have computed the 
ballots 5 to the names found upon them. This adds to 
Yost’s vote, but does not elect him. 

Second. ‘‘Blotted or blurred ballots.” These are such ballots 
as were marked or scratched with ink, and folded before the ink 
was 5 a blot or blur e the name which the voter prob- 
ably intended to leave untouched. Such ballots are not numerous, 
and as the parties themselves agree upon these ballots, they are 
counted according to the finding of the parties. This makes an 
addition to Yost’s vote, but not sufficient to elect him. 

Third. Ballots styled “imperfect” are brought into this case. 
The Walton act prescribes that ‘‘no name shall be considered 
scratched unless the pen or pencil mark extends through three- 
fourths of the length of said name.” 

Considerable space in the report of the minority is devoted to 
this question, pages 12, 18, 14, and 15 being notably presented for 
scrutiny. 

The real question, however, Mr. Speaker, is not upon the wis- 
dom of the law, but whether it is the law governing the count of 
such ballots, and in this the report of our chairman is concurred 
in as the opinion of a large majority of the committee. There 
must be somewhere the right to prescribe or decide what shall be 
a lawfully marked ballot, and any educational information or 
instruction for illiterate voters along this line could as well in- 
clude the complete marking out of a name as the careless work 
presented here. 

In consulting these alleged specimens, to which I haye called 
your attention on the pages of the report mentioned, I wish no 
erroneous impression to arise from a careless examination. Mr. 
Speaker, these representations purport to be facsimile ballots cast 


at the election in question. They may be so, but if so, it is fortui- 
tous and accidental, 

Read, for instance, at the top of page 12 of the report: 

From that description 3 to the description at the bottom of 
11) we reproduce facsimiles of the ballots and leave it to the common 
ness of any man to say whether or not they should be credited to Yost. 

It appears, therefore, that facsimiles are presented which are 
made up from description only, and not from the ballots them- 
selves. Itis very certain that no ballots and no photographs of 
ballots or even facsimiles of the ballots were presented to the 
committee, except these which were constructed by verbal descrip- 
tion only, as shown in the evidence. Therefore I call attention 
to that fact for the sake of exhibiting them in their proper rela- 
tion to the case. For instance, at the bottom of page 11 isa 
description of one of the ballots: 

Two had caption and all names except Lost's marked. But the two bot- 
ap eee on these lots were not marked clear through (insufficiently 
mar. 


One, Tucker, Cocke, and Cowden’s names well marked, and a line drawn 
under Grove's name, just touching the first initial and the last letter of the 


One, ‘fucker marked nearly through, given name in Grove and Cocke 
28 and a line drawn diagonally through Cowden's name, just touching 

From that brief description given by a witness, who possibly 
inspected the ballots in the evening of the day of the election or 
the next morning, and whose testimony was not given until per- 
haps months afterwards, we have constructed the facsimile which 
is presented on the top of page 13. It does to a certain extent cor- 
respond with the description. 

I think, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that caution should be exer- 
cised in accepting that as the representation of the veritable bal- 
lots which is only manufactured to correspond with a description. 
As to the representation of the facsimile or the description only 
of the ballots, I am not aware of any judicial proceedings, cer- 


tainly none in my narrow experience, where such could re- 
sented as reliable evidence. From a credible oyna dress È is 
is regard 


proper for anyone to draw his own conclusions, but in t 
he report of the minority far surpasses any claim brought before 
this committee, 

Mr. HULICK. Right there, if the gentleman will pardon me, 
Ishould like to ask him a question in reference to these facsim- 
iles—whether at the time of this investigation the original tickets 
as marked were accessible to the parties, either contestant or con- 
testee, so that facsimiles of the tickets themselves as marked 
could have been made? 

Mr. CODDING. The tickets are accessible, as I understand. 

Mr. HULICK. Then are we to understand that these facsim- 
iles were prepared only from oral evidence before the committee— 
not from the tickets themselves? 

Mr. CODDING. You are to understand just that. That is 
precisely my motive in calling attention to the matter. 

The next phase of the controversy, proceeding in the order of 
the contestant’s brief, presents the alleged failure to comply with 
the law in the appointment of election officers and in the neglect 
of constables to instruct voters. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Before the gentleman passes from this 
point, I should like to ask whether these tickets represented on 
pages 12 and 18 were counted for Mr. Yost or for Mr. Tucker, or 
not counted at all? i 

Mr. CODDING. AsIunderstand,thosetickets were not counted 
at all, but were considered imperfect. $ 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. The tickets that were testified 
oy the witnesses and of which these purport to be reproductions, 

r. CODDING. I thank the gentleman; that is correct. 

Mr. WOOD. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. CODDING. With very great pleasure. 

Mr. WOOD. The tickets 5 on pages 12 and 13, where 
the title of the office is erased by a cross, were not counted? 

Mr. CODDING. They were not counted in the original return, 
but our committee has counted all caption-marked ballots where 
there was no other objection against them. 

Mr. WOOD. But the tickets represented on pages 14 and 15, 
where the name is erased by marks, which are not drawn through 
the name, those tickets are not counted? 

Mr. CODDING. Those are not counted. 

Mr. WOOD. Why should not the tickets be rejected in the one 
case as well as in the other? 

Mr. CODDING. I will answer the gentleman somewhat at 
random, without being sure that I catch his point. I do not know 
that the cross mark was considered an obliteration of the caption. 
That question did not arise before us. I gave but small attention 
to that matter, because in the decision of the committee the cap- _ 
tion-marked votes were counted. 

Mr.OVERSTREET. Will the gentleman pardon me a moment? 
According to my recollection of the law, there is a different rule 
governing the caption marks from the rule governing the marks 
on the ballots proper. For that reason the caption-marked tick- 
ets were counted by the committee. 

Mr. CODDING. I thank the gentleman. That is correct. 
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Mr. WOOD. Then there was one rule for the caption and 
another for the obliteration of the name? 

Mr. CODDING. That was substantially so. But allow me to 
add that there is nothing in the letter of the law making illegal a 
ballot which has the caption erased. The Walton law provides 
that the ballot shall have the title of the office placed upon it, but it 
does not say anywhere that the ballot shall be considered illegal 
if that title is erased. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman allow me 
to call his attention to one specific ballot on page 14 of the minor- 


ity report, under the inct of Stotswood. At this precinct 
T oliota ear burn: ; and then there is this extract the 
evidence: t 


Three of them were scratched with vertical lines, all names being scratched, 

except Yost's name, on these 3 tickets. 
Now, if you will look at that facsimile, you will see there is no 
vertical line in it; and furthermore, the testimony does not state 
how many vertical lines there were. There might have been 
simply one. Sothat it seems to have been a matter purely for the 
judgment of the person making that alleged reproduction, to put 
in Whatever number of lines he desired. 

Mr. WOOD. The evidence does state that they were marked 
with vertical lines. That would imply more than one, would it 
not? 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. But there is no evidence as to 
how many vertical lines there were, and there is no vertical line 
in the reproduction. 

Mr. DALZELL. I should like to ask my colleague [Mr. CoD- 
DING] a question. 

Mr. CODDING, 8 

Mr. DALZELL. Do I understand rightly when I understand 
that the conclusion arrived at by the committee was arrived at by 
throwing out certain marked or imperfectly marked ballots? 

Mr. CODDING. No, sir; you are not to understand that. You 
are rather to understand that the committee has counted ballots 
in favor of the contestant which were thrown out by the election 
board or destroyed. But we have in no case, so far as I remember, 
diminished Mr. Yost’s votes by throwing out any ballots. 

Mr. ODALZELL. I find in a brief, which has been laid upon o 
desks this morning, this statement: - 


of which uires names of candidates on the 
panot except the name of the 9 voted for, shall be erased by mark- 
Is that statement correct? 


Mr. CODDING. It is not, as I understand. The statement to 
which the gentleman refers, which has been placed on the desks 
of members this morning, is a recent emanation. I know nothing 
of that statement, and I do not understand it to be correct. 

I was ing, Mr. Speaker, of the question raised by the ex- 
clusion of other parties than the Democratic party from the elec- 
tion srg nga es that district. 

There is nothing startling to the average mind in the fact that 
ling wires baron fo to assume control, and it is always 
proper for a minority to have representation. But even the 
absence of such representation does not vitiate a ballot without 
evidence showing resulting fraud. 

On pages 24 and 25 of the minority report the report says: 

In Amherst 1 the electoral board, in utter disregard of the plain man- 

Sp tbe didtaraes poiftion parsine at the TAPINE TANINA Terman 
ance, Magruders, Pedlar Vals, Oronoco, Chestnut, Furnace, and Millners. 

How such a statement could have been made in the face of the 
poora it is 3 fl pant judge The record abemi that iy 

emperance, Camp t judge, was appointed and served; 
at Magruders, Wingfield, Populist judge, appointed and served; 
at Chestnut, White, Republican judge, did not serve, though ap- 

inted; at Millners, Burks, Republican judge; was appointed 
mt did not serve. 
p were 16 Bo dept in 3 at 3 of which 55 
no judge appointed in opposition to the Democratic party; at one 
of dices, Oronoco, the vote stood, Tucker 35, Yost 48. There is 
no evidence in the record impeaching the returns from either 
lace. McGinnis, 421, puts the number of white Republicans 
the county at 80, and only 25 per cent of them as capable of 
being election officers. Harrison, the Democratic chairman, page 
153 of the record, says: 

We (meaning Mr. Allen, the Republican chairman, and himself) went over 

the list of ~ — and 1 told him that wherever he ree Alb pe bitte 


rag nes Pe a Republican anaes appointed that the electoral board 
would es him or them 0 suggested s several, and they were all a; 
asked him, as the list st with TT 
ed. and he told me that he was. 

This evidence of Harrison is admitted by Allen on page 127, in 
answer to questions 10, 11, 12, and 13. Harrison is contestant's 
witness, 

The evidence is insufficient to warrant a finding that judges were 


systematically chosen in defiance of law, or that any marked or 
unusual result is ap t from such choice as was made. 

The special constables chosen to assist illiterate voters had before 
them peculiar duties. In some locations professed, indeed, to 
be unwilling to go beyond the strict letter of the statutes. In others 
the assistance was Sees ree But nearly ev here they were 
met by the fact that the illiterate voter had been taught to distrust 
them, and the impression was widespread that anyone consultin 
such constable was a traitor to the contestant’s cause, or at leas 
opposed to him. Under such conditions, the law was imperfectly 
executed, and officers so placed were easily misunderstood. 

These matters are of substantial importance, which has been 
recognized in the committee’s report, and all that can be justly 
claimed to the contestant’s advantage has been credited in com- 
puting his vote. And this question has been fully discussed rela- 
tive to the vote in Staunton, found on pages 11 and 12 of the report. 

Still further it is claimed that the votes of Amherst and Appo- 
mattox counties should be entirely rejected as fraudulent and 
vici because the ballots were not printed in plain roman type. 
In the former county it is stated that the ballot was in German 
text,” and in the latter in script. The counsel for contestant in 
his brief, on page 45, presents a photographic copy of the Amherst 
ballot, which may be consid authentic. If any of my hearers 
have the brief of the contestant, they will please refer to page 45, or, 
for the benefit of any who wish to examine it now, here is a copy. 
That, being a ee mam can not be well objected to. An at- 
tempt is made in the .ority report, page 27, to reproduce this. 
This attempt is injected into an extract from the testimony and 
the inference conveyed that it is correct. A comparison of the 
two discloses the fact that the ballot printed in the minority report 
differs in thirteen particulars from the original, and always, I 
think, for the worse. 


I entirely absolve the tleman signing that report from any 
intention or even know eof this matter. It probably arises 
from the mixed fonts of an ignorant printer. But the t of the 


hotograpk is well known to me; was used by me as 
P m choice, for years. It is not German, but Old English, an 
unimportant fact except for accuracy, and its effect is not mate- 
rially different from that type at the head of our letters by which 
we inform our friends that we are members of this House. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman allow a 
question? 

Mr. CODDING. Certainly, eee preet pleasure. 

Mr. CONNOLLY, I find it stated in a paper on my desk that 
a member of the election board for Amherst County, who was 
chairman of the Democratic party, admits that he ballots 
printed in seventy-five different styles. Is that correct? 

Mr. CODDING. I think the 18 will find that there is 
such testimony in the record. I was coming to that question of 
Mr. CONNOLLY,” I supposed the gentle referring to 

p . Isup e gentleman was 
that subject now. I can not hear him very distinctly. 

Mr. CODDING. Iam sorry that my voice is not stronger. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. There was talking going on here. 

Mr. BRUMM. Will it disturb the gentleman to ask him if he 
knows why these tickets were printed in German type? Is there 
any reason assigned for it? 

. CODDING. Yes, a reason is given in the testimony. 

Of the script from Appomattox we have no copy; and with 
these charges is coupled another that the names of the candidates 
were “alternated,” printed in varying order upon the ballots, with 
the intent to confuse and deceive the illiterate voter. 

These are serious matters, reprehensible and meriting condem- 
nation. The intent was unlawful, and had the result corre- 
sponded, weshould undoubtedly concur with the e gy Hyg orc 

In Amherst, however, in a vote of 2,705, there were defec- 
tive ballots, a result differing little from the rest of the district. 


In Appomattox there were 153 defective in a total of 1,432. And 

I have here a statement of the vote of these counties for several 

indicating for 1894 no revolutionary or remarkable change. 

ice following is the vote of Amherst County, Va., for the past 
e years: 


Office. 


Congress and President 


8,319 505 

Fer 2,974 603 
3 2,539 18¹ 

Congress and Presiden 3, 188 858 
Governor 2. 980 718 
Con A EA 1,106 |.-..-.-... 
Congress and President 2,831 509 
Governor 1,778 88 
CHOI NR a a eee 2,705 499 


The average Democratic majority in Amherst County for eight 
years is 433, 


1897. 
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The average vote polled in the county for eight years past is 
FEFA Appomattox County, Va. 


Congress and President. 
Governor 


Congress 

Congress and President. 

-| Governor. ....---------- 
Congress 


You will see from the vote in 1896, as was stated, that it showed 
a large Democratic gain over Mr. Tucker’s majority in 1894, the 
ballots being this last year printed in roman type. 

Mr. Speaker, there are numerous side questions growing out of 
the contest, issues which will hereafter be discussed by those fol- 
lowing. To me was assigned the duty of presenting the leading 
features of the case, which I have endeavored to do, and I havs 
endeavored to state to the House the main propositions upon which 
the report of the majority of the committee is based. I concurred 
with some hesitancy, after considerable examination, in the report 
of the majority, because my sympathy was ide warmly for the 
contestant in the presentation of his claim. But I believe, sir, 
that the committee have presented their report to this House 
adhering to the rules which are safe for the majority in its time 
of victory, and proper for a minority to protect them in the time 
of their defeat. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, before the gentleman sits 
down, I would like to know who got the benefit, and is it in evi- 
dence who got the benefit, of these tickets being printed in a for- 

i , 80 to speak? 

Ar. DDING. There is no evidence which seems conclusive 
to the committee of any material variation, while some say they 
were appalled at finding these tickets so printed. The evidence as 
I now recollect it, after nearly a year’s lapse, and dimmer than I 
wish it to be, is that there was no material variation. 

Mr. HENDERSON. They were cast for both candidates, were 


they? 
à Mr. CODDING. Yes, sir; that was the official ballot. 

Mr. HENDERSON. The law, I see, does not say in what type 
it shall be printed. 

Mr. CODDING. I believe an amendment has been passed 
through the legislature of Virginia requiring the printing to be 


done in 1 type. 

Mr. DERSON. Referring to these ballots, on pages 12 
and 13, do I understand the tickets, the actual ballots that were 
cast, were before the committee, or are still accessible? 

Mr. CODDING. They are still accessible. 

Mr. HENDERSON. But they were never brought by either 
the contestant or the contestee before the committee? 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. We do not agree to that, 

Mr. CODDING. I would be glad to hear the statement of the 

tleman from Virginia. 

Mr. WALKER of agnis I will make it later. 

Mr. HENDERSON. t me ask this question—how these bal- 
lots were cast. I refer to those on pages 12 and 13. 

Mr. CODDING. I would have to examine each one particu- 


larly. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I refer to those on pages 12 and 13 of the 
minority report. Were they counted? 

Mr. CODDING. Each one of those excluded from the count 
was in conflict with the law requiring the name to be erased over 
three-fourths of the entire length. 

Mr. HENDERSON. But the law does not state which way the 
line is to be drawn, whether horizontally or vertically. It does 
not: I have read it. 

Mr. CODDING. It is to extend three-fourths of the length of 
said name. 

Mr. HENDERSON. But it may be extended vertically as well 
as horizontally? 

Mr. CODDIN G. I should so construe it. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask the gentle- 
man a question. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. CODDING. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. On page 38 of the minority report, there 
is a summary of the count bythe minority. It appears that after 
counting the votes to a certain point there are 12,490 for the con- 
testant and 12,528 for the contestee. And then there are added 
votes proven—Cumberland 36, Jacksons River 15, Augusta and 
Staunton 11. By adding those votes, it gives the contestee a 


majority. I desire to know what is meant by ‘‘ votes proven.” 
What kind of votes were they? 

Mr. CODDING. If the gentleman will refer to the previous 
pages of the minority report, he will ascertain what is meant by 
the term of votes proven.” It is a term frequently used by the 
contestant in his brief, and all through the argument, assuming 
his evidence in his own presentation of the case, and assumi 
that just as soon as he had finished his testimony or argument that 
part was proven. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Were all these votes actually cast, and 
do they appear on the tally sheets or whatever evidence you had, 
or are they votes supposed to have been cast, but which do not 
appear in the records, and were not presented and counted by the 
committee or considered in arriving at their conclusions? 

Mr. CODDING. So far as I know, every vote considered in 
this case was a vote actually deposited in the ballot box. The 
questions arising in this case are whether the votes were in com- 
pliance with the law and sufficient to be computed for any purpose, 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Do L understand that these sample 
ballots on pages 12 and 13 were excluded? 

Mr. CODDING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. For what reason? 

Mr. CODDING. The ballot upon the bottom of 12 has the 
name of Mr. Yost unmarked, and the name of C. H. Grove imme- 
diately before it is not erased in accordance with the law. The 
same is true of the one at the top of 13. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Take the one on the top of page 
18. You say that the objection to that ballot is that the name of 
Mr. Grove is not properly erased? 

Mr. CODDING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Why not? 

Mr. CODDING. The erasing mark does not pass through three- 
fourths of the length of the name. The H and the Gro are 
untouched. Only three letters of the name are touched by the 
erasing mark. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. It hits both ends, though. 

Mr. CODDING. That is true. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. The law under which these ballots 
were cast requires, does it, that three-fourths of the name of the 
ee for whom the voter does not wish to vote shall be 
erased? 

Mr. CODDING. The law says that no name shall be consid- 
ered scratched unless the pen or pencil mark extends three-fourths 
of the len of said name.” 

Mr. LIAM A. STONE, Now, in reference to the ballot at 
the top of page 12, there are five candidates for Congress on that 
ballot. There is no objection to that erasure, is there? 

Mr. CODDING. None whatever. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. In other words, in erasing three- 
fourths of a name the voter may erase more than three-fourths 
and there will be no objection to it; is that correct? 

Mr. CODDING. Yes. ; 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Now, the two names at the bottom, 
Grove and Cocke, they are held not to be erased in accordance 
with the law, I understand? 

Mr. CODDING. The gentleman will bear in mind that these 
alleged sample ballots are created from the description given by a 
witness and found at the bottom of page 11. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Another 3 The difficulty 
in this case arises, as 1 understand, out of these ballots that were 
not counted because the names were not properly erased. 

Mr. CODDING. I think the turning point of the case is there. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. There is where the pinch of the 
case comes, and there is a good deal of testimony on that point. 
This volume is the re of the majority, is it not? 

Mr. CODDING. No, sir; that is the record in the case. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Other ballots on which the name 
g Mr. Tucker was marked similarly to Mr. Yost’s were found in 

e case, 

Mr. CODDING. That is correct. ; 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Take the ballots on page 13—thero 
are two of them. Whatever the committee may say or think 
about the intention of the voters, let me suppose that the intention 
of the voters who polled or attempted to poll those ballots was to 
erase all the names except that of Mr. Yost. Now, do you find 
any ballots thrown out upon which the apparens intention of the 
voter was to erase all the names except Mr. Tucker's? 

Mr. CODDING. Yes, sir. é 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And the committee have waded 
through all this testimony in reference to these 3,797 ballots, or 
through such testimony as was offered in the case, and have 
reached the conclusion which the majority of them have reported, 

Mr. CODDING. That is correct. È 

Mr. TAYLER. Iwish to ask the gentleman a question. Re- 


ferring to the-4 ballots described at the bottom of page 11 of the 
minority report, were those ballots counted for Mr. Yost? 
Mr. CODDING. They were not. A 
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Mr. TAYLER. Then, di 
tory requirement as to the form of marking, does the majority 
refuse to count for Mr. Yost certain ballots which on their face 
show that the voter apparently intended to cast them for Mr. 
Yost? 

Mr. JENKINS. If the gentleman will pami me, I will answer 


ing for the moment any statu- 


that the committee refused to count those ballots for two reasons— 
first, because they could not count them under the law; and sec- 
ond, because they did not have a particle of evidence before the 
committee as to the intention of the voter (if they could have been 
controlled by that consideration), because the committee were 
simply furnished a statement of witnesses with reference to what 
was done with one particular ballot, which was reproduced, and 
then the committee were asked to infer from the description of 
that ballot that all that the committee call ‘‘ imperfect” ballots 
were marked exactly like that one. 

Mr. TAYLER. My question assumes that for the moment we 

' disregard the legal effect as to intention of any statutory require- 
ment. Disregarding that, my question is. Did the majority of the 
committee re to count for the contestant ballots that appeared 
to be intended to be voted for him? 

Mr. JENKINS. If the gentleman will permit me, I will repeat 

that the committee did not have a particle of evidence before them 
with reference to those ballots other than the description from 
which the sample is made. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Did you not have the ballots? 

Mr. JENKINS. No, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Then how did you get these fac- 
similes in the report? 

Mr.TAYLER. The report states that they are reproduced from 
the description of them given by witnesses. - 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. As this seems to be a general col- 
loquy, I will explain that those reproductions of ballots are made 
from a description in the testimony of witnesses of certain ballots 
which could not be produced because they were burned. They were 
destroyed and could not be produced, and therefore evidence was 
taken as to them. 

Mr. TAYLER. As to one or two ballots? 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. Yes, sir; as to the ballots repro- 
duced. 

Mr. MILES. And, as I understand it, that testimony referred 
only to one or two ballots. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Now, let us get at the facts as to 
these 8,797 ballots. I understand that the committee had none of 
those ballots hefore them at all. 

Mr. CODDING. That is correct. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. And, so far as the committee 
reported touching those ballots, the report is based upon infor- 
mation obtained from the testimony of witnesses. 

Mr. CODDING. Upon the testimony of witnesses relating to 
only one or two ballots. 

. WILLIAM A. STONE. And the evidence relates to ballots 
polled ap 2 on both sides? 

Mr. JEN) KINS. That is correct. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. The number is proved; it is shown 

- how many there were for each. 

Mr. DANIELS. I should like to ask this question: Whether it 
is contended that if the erasure goes so far as to indicate the inten- 
tion of the voter, although it does not literally comply with the 
Virginia statutes relative to the effect of erasures, the House is 
concluded by the Virginia statute? J 

Mr. CODDING. e committee has based its opinion upon the 
Virginia statute as obligatory upon the voter. 

. DANIELS. In other words, my question is this: Suppose 
the erasure goes so far as to indicate the intention of the voter to 
erase a particular name, although the erasure does not go three- 
fourths of the way through the name; suppose the voter voted 
such a ticket, with the name of Yost entirely undisturbed; is not 
the House justified in such a case in assuming, such being the 
intention of the voter, that the vote was a legal vote for Yost, not- 
withstanding the erasure was defective? The Constitution of 
the United States, as gentlemen will recollect, provides that the 
action of the State shall be authoritative only as to the qualifica- 
tions of the voter—not as to the effect of the ballot i or the 
mode of voting the ballot or the making of erasures on the bal- 
lot. Under those circumstances is it not competent for the House 
to determine what was the real intention of the voter and to give 
effect to his vote according to that intention? 

Mr. CODDING. No doubt it is competent for the House to 
give any construction to it that the majority may please. At the 
same time, however, I am strongly of the opinion that due effect 
ought to be given to the ballot laws of the State. 

Mr. DANIELS. We want to know whether we are concluded 
by the law of the State of Virginia as to the form or manner in 
which the erasure is to be made, where the intention of the voter 
is 3 disclosed by his act? 

Mr. CODDING. That is my opinion; yes, sir. 


Mr. HALL. As I understood the statement of the gentleman 


from Vi ia [Mr. WALKER] a few moments ago, these alleged 
1 ots were made from a description of the burned 
ots. 


BE 1 of Virginia. Les, sir. 
HALL. Now, referring to 38 of the minority re 
I count the number of burned ballots aa 291. ae 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. One thousand and twenty-one. 

Mr. HALL. I ant referring to the figures as given in the 
minority report; and I suppose the 5 stated the num- 
ber as fully and strongly as the facts would justify. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. One thousand and twenty-one is 
the correct number. 

Mr. HALL. Adding those burned ballots together, according 
to my arithmetic, there were 291. 

13 WALKER of Virginia. To what page does the gentleman 
refer 

Mr. HALL. To page 38 of the minority report. Now, refer- 
ring to this statement which has been placed on our desks. there 
were 3,797 ballots cast at the election which were not counted at 
all. So that, instead of this facsimile being a facsimile of 3,797 
ballots, it is, even according to the minority report, a facsimile of 
ay 291 ballots which were alleged to have been burned. 

r. WALKER of Virginia. I do not understand that there is 
any dispute that 1,021 is the number of ballots burned in the 
whole district. I do not know where it is proved; but I have 
never heard any dispute on that point. 

Mr, HALL. Iam referring to page 38 of the minority report, 
and I make the number 291. 

Mr. HERMANN. Allow me to ask this question: If these 
votes, cast for Mr. Lost and which were rejected, had been counted 
for him, would they have given him a majority? 

Mr. CODDING. I think not, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Does my colleague [Mr. CODDING 
know how many of these 3,797 ballots which were not coun 
were cast for Yost and how many for Tucker? 

Mr. CODDING. There ought to be some chance to emerge 
from this confusion which we are getting into as to figures. It 
contended here—and the statement is put forth on every occa- 
sion—that there were 3,797 ballots which have not been counted, 
It should be borne in mind by the House at the very outset that 
a great majority of these ballots rejected by the election boards 
on the day of election were afterwards taken into account and 
computed for one party or the other by agreement between the 
contestant and the contestee, and the ballots in controversy which 
were not covered by that quasi amicable arrangement are com- 
paratively few. They are enough to affect the result of the elec- 
tion, I grant; but nothing like 4,000 or any such number of votes 
are in controversy here. The number is far less than 1,000. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. Allow me a single question. I 
understand from the report of the majority that they find Mr, 
Tucker has a plurality of 221 votes, and in order to ho!d that he 
has this plurality, all these imperfectly marked ballots must be 
thrown out. 2 

Mr. CODDIN G. Oh, no. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. As I understand, in order to con- 
cur with the majority of the committee in their conclusion, we must 
throw out these imperfectly marked ballots. In other words, 
enough imperfectly marked ballots were cast for Mr. Yost, or in- 
tended to be cast for him, to have changed the result if they were 


counted. Am I correct in that? 


Mr. CODDING. I suggest that the tables in the respective 
reports ought to settle that question. 

Mr. HAINER ot Nebraska. In other words, I understand the 
committee hold that that provision of the Virginia law is man- 
datory, and relying on that construction they hold that the con- 
testee is elected? 

Mr. CODDING. We have heldit mandatory as to the marking 
out of the names on the ballots; but there is no mandate t 
ing the so-called ‘‘ caption-marked ballots,” and almost thirteen 
hundred of them are dealt with, as it were, by a stroke of the pen. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. But, as I understand it, the im- 
properly marked ballots are rejected by the committee, although 
the intention of the voter, as shown by them, is sufficient to have 
elected Yost if not estop: vy the statute of Virginia. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I do not understand that. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. It is not admitted, if the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania will permit me, that the intention 
of the voter is evident in the case of the imperfectly marked bal- 
lots. In most of the cases, as shown by the testimony, at least 
two of the names on the ballots were apparently untouched, and 
the most that can be said of the position the gentleman favors is 
that the stipulation between the parties was that the marking had 
not been done on certain ballots as required by the statute. The 
committee therefore passed on the agreement of the parties to the 
contest, and decided that all of the ballots not marked as required 
by the statutes of Virginia should not be counted. But it does 
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not appear how many ballots expressing the intention of the voter 
were presented, and in fact there is no way of getting at that 
intention. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. How many ballots of the entire 
number set out on es 12 and 13 of the minority report were 
excluded by the committee in their count? 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I will say, in my judgment 
very few were. If the gentleman will read the testimony—an 
that is the difficulty of substituting here a picture for the evi- 
dence—but if the gentleman will read the evidence that the com- 
mittee had before it, he will find that several witnesses testified 
that there was no ballot in the precinct concerning which they 
testified, and that there was no Bead of marking. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. hat I wish to find out is, whether 
there were 221 of these ballots excluded. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. The evidence does not show 
that there were 221 of these ballots excluded. There was testi- 
mony as to 4 ballots, I think, and these 4 ballots we find marked 
that way. 

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. They were the ent, ballots. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has expired. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I want it distinctly stated and un- 
derstood, Mr. Speaker, that I do not concur in the statement of the 
gentleman or in the position he assumes in arguing his side of the 
case. I do not want my silence during the discussion to be taken 
for consent. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I suppose now, Mr. Speaker, 
that the minority will consume some portion of their time, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania having exhausted his time. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I yield one hour to the contestant 
[Mr. Yost]. 

Mr. YOST. Mr. Speaker, I thank the House for its courtesy, 
which I shall endeavor not to abuse, 

The questions presented in this contest are few and clearly de- 
fined. I shall undertake to go at once to the very core of the case. 

After throwing out 8,797 ballots cast by honest, duly quali- 
fied electors, the judges of election returned contestee by a plu- 
rality of 892. The committee concede that 731 of this plurality, 
including the 60 votes which they particularly count, were either 
erroneous or fraudulent. They give contestee a plurality of 161, 
and in order to do so throw out 183 net ballots cast for contestant, 
designated in the record as “imperfect,” upon each of which the 

lain intention of the voter is clearly shown. Many of these 
identical ballots were counted and returned for contestant by 
Democratic judges of election. Nay, more; contestee’s leading 
counsel, in conducting the recount, treated them as absolutely 
valid, and without a moment's hesitation or a word of explanation 
assigned them in the tabulation to the candidate entitled to them. 

If these 183 net ballots are allowed, this case must be decided in 
favor of the contestant upon the report of the committee, without 
further investigation. 

This net result of 183 ballots for contestant is shown by the com- 
mittee’s report. On page 4 the committee say: It appears that 
there were 454 ‘imperfectly marked’ ballots for Yost and 271 for 
Tucker.” The difference between these two sums, 183, is the net 
result in favor of Yost. But, in addition to this, there are 89 net 
ballots of the same class proven out of the burned ballots, making 
a net total of 272 ‘‘imperfect” ballots for Yost. 

Now, from what evidence are those ‘‘imperfect” ballots tabu- 
lated? The record shows that, acting under orders of the several 
courts, a recount of the ballots was had in each county. This re- 
count was conducted by representatives of each party to the con- 
test. The different classes of ballots were tibulated under sepa- 
. The “imperfect” ballots for Tucker weretabulated 
under this heading: All marked except Tucker—marking imper- 
fect;” and the “imperfect” ballots for Yost were tabulated under 
this heading: marked except Yost—marking imperfect.” 
Each class was placed under its distinct heading by agreement of 
the es who conducted the recount. This agreement is certi- 
fied in each instance, or else the fact of the agreement is proven 
by witnesses who witnessed the count and whose testimony is not 
disputed. Here is a sample certificate (page 336 of record): 


We have examined the vote in the city of Buena Vista at the Congressional 
election of November 6, 1894. 

The above tabulation, to which this is attached, shows an accurate report 
of the ballots cast as above stated as carefully inspected by us. 

Of cou it is understood that either TEn to the contest OAT FOREEDEDS 
the said ots, if either so desire. By “all marked including caption, 
except,” etc., is meant that for Congress“ as the caption of the ots is 
erased. 1 marked! is meant that all the names except that 
of the candidate to be voted for, while marked some in one way and some in 
another, were not marked in strict accordance with the statute—that is to 
. “scratched by pen or pencil mark extending through three-fourths of 

length of said name.” 

This the 5th day of February, 1895. 

WINDORNE S eet tens 
torneys for H. St. G. Tucker. 
J. YOST. 


Now, remember that upon each one of these ballots the plain, 
undisputed, confessed intention of the voter is shown. Upon this 
int there is no dispute, when you come down to the record, and 
re can be no disagreement. 
The question, then, is narrowed down to this: Should a ballot 
which, upon investigation, . the intention of a 


voter to vote for a particular candidate be counted for that can- 
didate? The courts say it shall be; and in this there is 2 
unanimity of opinion that it is crystallized into a fixed principle o 
law. Numerous authorities on this question are cited in the views 
of the minority. I ask the attention of the House only to a few of 
them, and I further ask members to examine these references as 
gren in that report. Judge Cooley, in his work on Constitutional 

imitations, lays down the following as the law relating to the 
subject (page 609): 


Perfect certainty is not, however, required in these cases. 
an — myo leaves no reasonable Bee, bated the in 
accuracy is never required in any case. o cardinal 

the intention of tha token S aika it is not left in uncertainty. 


Chief Justice Cooley, from the bench, said: 


All rules of law which are 2 to the e 1 — constitutional form, 
of the popular will should aim to give effect to the intention of the electors; 
and any arbitrary rule which is to have any other effect, without co 


d- 
ing benefit, is a wrong, both to N parkok who chance to bə affected by it 
and to the public at large. The first are deprived of their offices and the sec- 
ond of their choice of public servants. 


McCrary, Law of Elections, section 408, says: 


It may often happen that a ee ticket is changed by the voter, by e 
ing some part of 2 8 make it conform to his wishes. Thaller 
to be construed in the same way as any other written or printed documen: 
and the construction must be * as to give effect to 


voter's intent 
that can be ascertained from ot, or in some cases, as we 


face of the 
have seen, from the ballot as explained by evidence aliunde. 

It is not 3 introduce evidence aliunde in this case. 
These“ imperfect” ots come here under the agreed statement 
of both parties that the intention of the voter is shown. 

In passing upon this direct question within the past year, the 
supreme court of Illinois, in the case of Parker vs. Orr (41 N. E. 
Reporter), said: 

It has always been held in this State that if the intention of the voter can 
be fairly ascertained by the ballot, though not in strict 8 with the 
law, effect will be given to that intention. In other wo that the voter 
shall not be disfranchised or deprived of his right to vote through mere inad- 


vertence, mistake, or ign if an honest intention can be ascertained 


orance, 
from his ballot. * * Ballots appear in the record on which it is clear 


that the voters attempted to make a cross in the proper place to ndicate the 
choice of candidate, but succeeded more or less imperfectly. It being clear 
iu such cases that the intention was to conform to the statute and not to 
distinguish the ballot, they were properly counted. 

American Encyclopedia of Law, page 343: 


While every ballot should be fect and complete, it is found that there 
tions from technical and questions of 8 
arise as to how far such deviations may ar hout rende the void, 

a t the intention of the voter shall 
m the 


oubt of the intention, this intention should be carried out by counting it. 


In Brown vs. McCullum (14 American State Reports, pages 232 
and 233) the court says: 

If the ballot expresses the intention of the voter beyond a reasonable doubt, 
it is sufficient without regard to technical accuracy 2 the form of the ballot, 

So far, then, as the courts can decide this question, this contest- 
ant must be seated. 

The committee reaches its conclusion, giving the contestee a 
plurality of 161, by construing as absolutely mandatory that pro- 
vision of the Virginia statute which iat bbe a voter in marking 
his ballot to erase with pen or pencil marks extending three- 
fourths through their length the names of all candidates he does 
not wish to vote for, leaving only the name of the candidate he 
does wish to vote for. It holds that the slightest deviation from 
the strictest technical accuracy in the marking shall be fatal. As 
RA oe of the weakness of this position, the report hastens to 


It is not for the committee to decide whether the provision as to the mark- 
ing of the ballot is a wise or reasonable one or not. 

It gives the very strictest technical construction to a provision 
of the statute which it is unwilling to admit is either wise or rea- 
sonable, and fails to recognize the binding force of other provi- 
sions of the same law, mandatory in their character, the reason 
and wisdom of which are apparent to the plainest understanding. 

There are some mandatory provisions in that Virginia law, and 
I want to ask the attention of the House to them for a moment. 

The law provides that judges of election shall be chosen, when- 
ever possible, from members of different political ies. This 
is a wise and reasonable provision of the law. This is a manda- 
for provision of the law. The committee disregard it. If tou - 

orce that one single provision and grant all else claimed by 
the majority, this contestant must be seated. At the following 
precincts, casting the following vote, there was no Republican 


although the testimony shows that competent Republicans 


ae he 


ve been appointed at each precinct: 


syste 


4 
2 
30 
138 
2 
55 
87 
20 
17 
15 


E SSS FSS 18 


Nelson County: 


sine 


If this mandatory provision of the law is enforced and all else 
the 9 claims is granted, this contestant must be seated 
mi — the Virginia election law provides an officer whose duty 
it is to assist illiterate voters. This officer is called a ial con- 
stable. The law was mandatory upon him to mark the ots for 
theilliterate when the illiterate so requested. There can be no mis- 
take about this, for that provision of the law relating to his duties 
has been construed by the supreme court of appeals of Virginia. 
In the case of Pearson vs. Supervisors of Brunswick County the 
court said: 

Nothing is better established than that where a poan or duty is conferred 
upon an official by the use of the word may.“ and the public are concerned 
in the duo performance of that duty, the word “may will be deemed to be 

ry and the officer can be compelled to orm it. Such be- 
o to render him who is blind. 
asked for and 


It will be observed that the law makes no distinction between 
the man who is blind and the man who is unable by defective 
education to read. If either asks the constable to mark his bal- 
lot, the constable must mark it. This mandatory provision of 
the law was willfully and deliberately violated at a number of 
precincts. At Ward No. 1, Staunton, which returns contestee a 
plurality of 131, the constable, West, confesses that he would not 

mark, as will be seen by the following evidence (page 380, ques- 
tion 49): 
J come to m I heretofore stated, and urged u me to 
——. 2 & these ballots. on I pevar declined Pay — it, as 1 
considered that that was to be done by the elector. 

At Arrington precinct the constable not only refused to mark 
for Republicans, and aided Democrats, but openly proclaimed at 
the polls that he did not propose to assist men who were voting 

nst See testimony of A. J. Doswell, page 315, and that 
of eleven others of the same precinct. 

The same violation of law is proven at a number of other pre- 
cincts. If this mandatory provision of the law is enforced, and 
all else the committee claims is granted, the contestant must be 
seated by over 400 plurality. 

Again, the Virginia law provides for an official ballot, and 
the greatest secrecy is thrown around the printing of the ballot. 
None but members of the Democratic party have any idea what 
that ballot contains or how it looks until they see it when they vote. 

The electoral board, who have entire control of the election 
machinery for each county or city, is com of three partisan 
Democrats, and generally includes the ocratic chairman. 
One member of this electoral board is designated to have the official 
ballot printed. The printer who executes the work takes an oath 
not to disclose any information as to the size, style, or contents 
of the ballot.” The member of the electoral board who supervises 
the printing takes a similar oath. By the use of the words *‘size” 
and style,“ each in the singular number, the law clearly com- 
mands, not only by implication but by letter, that there be 
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one size and one style, and that the ballots shall be printed uni- 
formly. , member of the electoral board of Amherst 
and c of the Democratic , confesses on the witness 
stand that he printed the ballot in seventy-five different styles; 
that they were ted in German text , and that he in- 
structed the bles not to mark for illiterates. 

In four other counties this alternation of names on the ballot 


was to. 

If this mandatory provision of the law is enf contestant 
must be seated by over 200 plurality, on the of the commit- 
tee, even granting ory other claim made by the committee. 

Mr. D. . Will you allow me to ask you one question? 

Certainly : 


Mr. DANIELS. Suppose that the ballots that are partially 
erased—the lines Mager. 3 through the name sufficiently so as to 
indicate the intention of the voter—are all allowed, then how will 
the ey ie 3 stand? 

Mr. YOST. you allow the imperfect ballots, the ballots 
which yon describe there, then the contestant must be 33 
22 majority. Now, let me i is. The committee practi- 
wed counts 60 votes, and then they return the contestee—— 

r. PRINCE. One question there. I understand you to say 
that if the imperfectly marked ballots are allowed to the contest- 
ant and like imperfect ballots are allowed to the contestee that the 
contestant is clearly elected by 22 plurality? 

Mr. YOST. I do not want there to be any doubt about that. 

e minds of the com- 


There seems to have been some confusion in 
mittee. 

Mr. PRINCE. Please answer that question, yes or no. 

Mr. YOST. Yes. 

Now, let me explain again. Take the report of the committee 
i . The committee says there are 454 of these imperfect bal- 
lots for Yost and 271 for ker. The difference between that is 
183 in favor of Yost. Then, in addition to that, there were 89 net 
“imperfect” ballots proved out of the burned ballots. But disre- 

g the burned ballots, if you give the contestant the imper- 

ect” ballots assigned to him on the recount, and give to contestee 
the “ imperfect” ots assi to him on the recount, the con- 
testant is elected o 22 plurality upon the report of the committee. 

Mr. TRACEY. I would like to ask the gentleman one question 
right there, if he will yield. 

. YOST. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. TRACEY. Ifind here what purports to be copies of seven 
different kinds of alleged imperfectly marked ballots. 

Mr. YOST. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRACEY. Do I understand the gentleman to say that bal- 
lots of each of these kinds were rejected as imperfect, correspond- 
ing to each of them? 

Mr. YOST. Yes, sir. The gentleman can ost that just as 
well as anybody on earth. Remember that were burned 
ballots, burned without any authority of law. We got proof as 
to some, and these were among them. Here are some blank bal- 
lots [holding them up]. I would like my friend over there [Mr. 
Coppine], and 3 I like the chairman of the com- 
mittee who referred to this matter just now, to take these blank 
ballots and take that description and see what kind of a ballot 
he will make. 

Mr. HERMANN. What authority existed for the burning of 
those ballots? 
Mr. YOST. None on earth. 

Mr. HERMANN. What was the purpose of the burning? 

Mr. YOST. Well, sir, I believe as honestly as I believe Iam 
standing here that it was done, in most instances, for the pu 
of defrauding me of those votes which they knew were mine. Now, 
I hope there will not be any cloud on the mind of any member as 
to what the result will be if these imperfect ballots are counted. 
They will elect me. 

To recapitulate to this point: 

First. The committee undertakes to make mandatory a provi- 
sion of the statute which is clearly directory. If the law as de- 
termined by the courts is itted to prevail, the contestant 
must be seated, even granting every other claim made by the 


committee. 

Second. If the mandatory provision of the law in respect to the 
appointment of judges who have entire charge of the conduct of 
3 is 5 the contestant must be given a plurality of 
over 400, even granting everything else claimed by the committee. 

Third. If the im tive mandate upon the constable of the 
supreme court of Virginia, construing that section of the statute 
relating to his duties, is obeyed, the contestant must be given a plu- 
ay of over 400, even admitting everything else the committee 

aims. 

Fourth. If the mandatory provision of the law in respect to the 
printing of ballots is enforced, the contestant must be given a 
—, soe 200, even conceding every other claim made by 


If any single one of these mandatory provisions of the law is 
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oar es the contestant, upon the reportof the majority, must be 
seated, : 

But the committee, it seems to me, ignores mandato: 
of the statute, and in disregard, it appears, of J 
courts, and justice, construes as cance br section under which 


sections 
ent, law, 


there could not possibly be a corrupt violation by the voter. It 
holds that the technical error of an honest voter, although com- 

lying substantially with the requirements of the law, shall be 
fatal. and that the deliberate fraud of sworn election officers, 
which induced that error, shall be given full effect. It holds that 
aballotsuchas this [exhibitingimperfect ballot] is Megal, and that 
a ballot such as this [exhibiti photograph which is a photo- 
graph of the Amherst ot, is legal. Now, I ask every member 
of this House to refer depe 13 of the minority report and ex- 
amine this “imperfect” ot. 

My friend on the other side [Mr. Coppa] did not read all the 
testimony in this case, or rather he overlooked a portion of it. He 
said that the man who testified as to these three or four ballots 
had seen them, probably, the next day after they were cast. No, 
sir. The testimony shows that he was right there on the day of 
election, and that he saw the ballots at that time and made a memo- 
randum of them before pr Sebi burned. The next day snk f 
wereashes. Onthenight of tion, at the time they were counted, 
after the close of the polls, he saw those ballots, made his descrip- 
tion of them, and took a written memorandum of it, and although 
several witnesses from that precinct were examined, in no single 
solitary instance did the other side attempt to controvert any wit- 
ness produced by us to show the character of the ballots that were 
burned. I ask every member to examine these ballots in the 
minority report and say whether or not, under the law, and under 
the decision of the high courts, and before the still higher court of 
conscience, those are legal, vaiid ballots, 

Here is one of them: 


For The Office 


Member of Congress 


FOR 
The Tenth Congressional 
District of Virginia. 


X St. deo. W. 
Bamded N Coske. 


J. Yost, 
C\HNG Ye, 
Nes Selday Cx 


Ballots such as these are the ballots which, if counted, give con- 
testant the seat under the ri of the committee. 

And ballots of this class, although sufficient in number for the 
purpose, represent only a fraction of the Republican vote cast in 
the Tenth district and not counted. The poll books show that 
3.797 ballots cast by duly qualified electors were not returned by 
the judges of election. This wholesale disfranchisement was the 
5 ished result of a conspiracy entered into by Democratic 
officials to defraud Republican voters. It was known that the 
Republicans were seeking to prepare the voters of that party for 
a eee. exercise of their rights under the new law. To this end 
circulars of instruction were issued and openly distributed, in 
which changes in the law were pointed out and the new method 
of voting explained. Tens of thousands of slips with contestant’s 
name printed in plain roman type were scattered broadcast. 
Schceols were organized in which those who could not read were 
taught to recognize the name J. Lost.“ They were instructed 
to study the formation of the letters; to count the letters in the 
name,and tosee that it contained AN five; to compare the length 
of the name with other names of candidates, it being the shortest, 
and to so familiarize themselves with its appearance that they 
would be able to recognize it. 

It was understood at the opening of the polls that an intelligent 
Republican would vote first, and then come out and tell those who 


had not voted the location of contestant’s name on the ballot. 
Knowing this, the Democratic officials, who had absolute control 
of the election machinery, instituted measures not only to circum- 
vent the educational work of the Republican party, but to make 
it almost im ible for an illiterate to vote the Republican ticket 
at all. Ir addition, they instructed the constables not to mark the 
ballots for illiterates, but when the Republican voter asked for 
assistance to run over the names on the ballots and then let him 
do his own marking. They further announced that if any man 
other than the constable undertook to aid the voter before he 
went into the booth he would be liable to fine and imprisonment. 

And so when the illiterate Republican approached the polls. in- 
stead of finding there the aid and assistance which the law pro- 
vided, he found the officers of the law . against him. He 
asked the constable to mark the ballot. e constable, in utter 
disregard of law, refused. He asked where Yost’s name was. 
The constable ran over the names and told him to mark himself, 
He looked for the name on the ballot with which he was familiar, 
He drew from his pocket the little slip with the name of J. Yost 
printed on it. If he depended upon his recently acquired knowl- 
edge of letters, he was lost. In one county he was confronted 
with names printed in German text, which was Greek to him. 
In another county they were printed in script type. In another 
county, if he depended on counting the letters in the name, he 
could find no name with only five letters, the name having been 
changed from J. Yost” to Jacob Yost.” If he compared the 
length of the name to find the shortest, he found the names spaced 
out so that all were the same length. And so, likea blind man 
groping—he was mentally blind—he marked his ballot as best he 
could, and four times out of five so mutilated it that it failed to 
express his intention. > 

His path to the polls was beset with enemies 1 every side. 
The very guardians of the law, to whom he should have looked for 
protection, became the instruments of his disfranchisement. Is it a 
wonder that thousands of legal voters lost their votes? Could war- 
fare against the unprotected have been more cruel and merciless? 
Ah, it was a brave battle in which these Democratic officials were 
engaged. The highwayman who assaults helpless women and 
children and robs them of their purse is scarcely less dauntless 
than these chivalrous Virginians who assaulted the mentally weak 
and unarmed and robbed them of their rights. [Applause.] But 
even the few who escaped, who ran the gauntlet and did record 
their will, are to be sacrificed now. The work which fraud could 
not thoroughly accomplish is in effect completed by the action of 
3 Light Brigade had charged i th vall f 

e Light igade 0 nto the * ey o 
death,” and the remnant—all that was left of them, had emerged, 
begrimed, and battle scarred, from the gates of hell.“ —sup- 
pose at that time an in tor of Her Majesty's es had mar- 
shaled them in review, and, forgetting all of their splendid services, 
ordered them under arrest for failure to ap uniformed and 
accoutered as the tactics required. What would history have writ- 
ten of that inspector? And yet in a lesser degree this committee 
has been as exacting. ‘They say to the remnant of those voters 
who triumphed over the forces of frand with which they were 
surrounded—who stand out the survivors of over 2,000 of their 
kind: It is true you accomplished your purpose; it is true you 
registered your will so that no man can misunderstand it; t 
then you failed to mark your ballot with the neatness and 
cision the law expects, and therefore we disfranchise you, 
might as well have perished with the others.” 

Ah, gentlemen, if this House sets such a precedent as that, it 
will be useless for Republicans in Virginia to to the polls. 
It will not be necessary to tra: names on the ballot and print 
them in a foreign tongue. A ocratic legislature, driven by 
the force of public opinion, has already declared such methods 
infamous and provided for their punishment by fiercely declara- 
tory definements ofthelaw. But nowthe committee has decreed, 
in effect, that all our efforts in behalf of honest elections shall be 
nullified. You have pointed outto the tricksters a far easier way 
toaccomplish their purpose, and made detection alinost impossible. 
The officer whose duty it is to assist illiterates, if he be dishonest, , 
or, as the committee puts it, imbued with an excess of 5 
zeal,” will simply mark the ballot so that one name will not he 
three-fourths erased, and then throw it out in thecount. If. then, 
we appeal for justice, we shall be confronted with thedecision of a 
Republican House, condoning the fraud and making it thoroughly 
effective. 

I want this ‘‘imperfect ballot” examined by members of this 
House, and I want them to answer whether or not it is right to 
count it; and then I want them to consider for one moment the 
circumstances surrounding the election, and say whether or not 
justice demands that it shall be counted. 

Now, then, I want to take up this Amherst ballot, referred to on 
page 27 of minority report. ere is a photograph of it [exhibit- 
ing]. My friend over there objected to the print as made for the 
record, e can not object to this, for this isa photograph. Take 


ou 
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it and see whether it looks any better than the representation you 
have in the record. And remember that if you throw ont these 
ballots and grant everything else that the committee claims you 
must seat this contestant. 
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Remember also, in looking at this ballot, that the Democratic 
chairman of the county committee of Amherst County, who was 
the secretary of the electoral board, and the member who had these 
official ballots printed, boldly confessed on the witness stand that 
it was printed not in one style, but in seventy-five different styles: 
that the names were printed in German text, so that they would 
not be intelligible to the man who could only read plain roman, 
and that he instructed the constables not to mark for illiterates. 

Does any man doubt that the law was thus violated for a fraud- 
ulent purpose, and that the fraud intended was consummated? 
Can anyone examine a facsimile of the ballot and consider for 
one instant the circumstances surrounding its issuance without 
realizing that its purpose, and only purpose, was fraud? 

Will anyone dare say that the issuance of such a ballot was not 
a corrupt and outrageous abuse of power on the part of the elec- 
toral board and a willful and deliberate violation of the express 
provisions of the law? If there is a man in this House who con- 
scientiously believes that such a ballot was prepared and issued 
with an honest intent and for an honest 3 Ishould like him 
to stand up and say so. I should like to see how he looks and 
where he comes from. If there is a man in this House who before 
his conscience and his God can say that in issuing such a ballot 
the plain mandate of the law was not violated with a fraudulent 
intent, I should like him to stand up and say so. Yet the commit- 
tee, whilst mildly suggesting that the use of such a ballot was a 
trick which can not be dedended, give full effect to the fraud and 
reward with the only approval they covet those whom they de- 
nounce as guilty tricksters. 

They execrate the criminal and admit the crime. [Applause.] 
Does that in any way redress the wrong done? Those against 
whom these moral homilies are directed will doubtless chuckle 
with inward glee at the method Morwa for their punishment. 
They were but pawns upon the board. responsive to the master 
hand that moved them. y were neither the originators nor the 
beneficiaries of the methods they employed. Their sole object was 
to return a member to this House who, they must have believed, 
could not have been elected through the processes prescribed by 
law. The mild rebuke administered by the committee will be 
refreshing after the blistering denunciation of honest men of their 
own party. It will be grateful music to their ears to hear that 
what honest Virginians have condemned as fraud so outrageous 
as to bring disgrace upon a whole people was, after all, merely 

“an excess of partisan zeal,” and that as an evidence that it was 
justified and justifiable a Republican committee crowns with 
success the work of their hands. [Applause. | 

Let me give you an idea of how honest Democrats of Virginia 
regard this excess of partisan zeal.” The Richmond Times, the 
leading Democratic paper of Virginia, whose owner and editor 
was at that time a member of the Democratic State committee, 
characterized it as ‘masterpiece of trickery that reflects undying 
infamy upon its manipulators.” t 

The Petersburg Index-Appeal denounced it in bitter terms, and 
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in 5 zepa of the law under which such foul fraud 
was perpetrated d : 

Oh! but an honest law can not pass the legislature, it is all . If this be 
so, then the reason is all the stronger why honest men sho vote for such 
alaw and put on record the scoundrels who are opposed to honest elections. 
On an issue of honesty and dishonesty there can be no middle ground. Men 


must either be honest or dishonest. mpeg is the argument of cowards, 
and to compromise with fraud is to condone re 


In writing on the same line the Lynchburg News says: 

The Democratic party has honest men, and the honest and conscientious 
members of that party on ‘ht to assert themselves and take the ma: ment 
of things out of the hands of the little two-by-four schemers who haven't 
mind or soul enough to serye the State honestly and capably. The time has 
come when honest people should quit voting for charlatans: 

In the same vein the Danville Register says: 

Unless the legislature amends the election law so as to do all in the power 
of men to insure honesty in the matter of elections, the Democratic party 
will be driven from power by an indignant people, and we do not hesitate to 
say that this paper will be found cheek by jowl with the people. 

And so I might quote from a score of the most influential Demo- 
cratic papers in Virginia. 

And if any one agency more than another contributed to this 
quickening of the public conscience, it was this identical Amherst 
ballot. hen this object lesson, this physical evidence of the 
fraud, was brought face to face with the people, supplemented b 
the confession of the man who issued it, they no longer hesita 
as to what their duty was, and with denunciation deep and bitter 
they demanded the repeal of the law under which such crimes 
were committed. 

In the legislative canvass of 1895 this ballot played a wholesome 
part. I myself in public meetings have held it up before hundreds 
of honest Democrats and asked if there was one who doubted that 
it was a fraud or dared defend it. And never yet have I known 
aman so lost toshame that he would step from out the crowd 
and openly champion such a cause. So intense was public reog 
that in those sections where elections are not farces no man s 
the ghost of a chance of election who was not pledged to amend 
the law. In the white section of the State, from Harpers Ferry 
to the Tennessee line—300 miles—not one man was elected who 
did not pledge himself to fight against such methods as this ballot 
evidences. The author of the law, Walton, whose name is linked 
with it, repudiated his own child, notwithstanding which the 
honest Democrats crucified him politically. 

In my own county—the county in which I was born and where 
I live and where this contestee lives—a county which used to 
give from 1,200 to 1,500 Democratic ajont the former member 
of the legislature, who had voted for the bill, was the Democratic 
nominee,and, although he begged for the opportunity to undo his 
work, the people would not trust him, and to-day, for the first time 
in its history, Augusta County is represented in the legislature by 
a Republican. erever the whites largely predominated and 
the elections were fair, the honesty of the people asserted itself. 
But in the black section, where cheating has become chronic, 
enough men were returned to the legislature to prevent the enact- 
ment of an honest law. But even they were forced to es 
the damning evidence of this Amherst ballot, and amended the 
law so that it in terms prescribed a special penalty for such 
offenses. 

And now, when the moral stomach of honest Democracy has 
revolted 7 7 this foul concoction, the poisoned chalice is pre- 
sented to the lips of a Republican House of Representatives and 
thoy ato bidden to drink oblivion to every rule of right. 

. Speaker, this contest rises above the interest of individuals; 
far above the narrow confines of 1 It involves far 
more than the disposal of a seat in this House. The decision you 
render here must stand as a precedent, and it means much, oh, 
so much, to the people of the South, and 1 of Virginia. 
We are engaged in a great struggle there. Party ties have been 
forgotten, party lines have been obliterated, and the honest men 
of every political faith are standing shoulder to shoulder in a 
common cause. 

For years the stigma of foul election methods has rested u 
the South. It has disgraced and degraded our section. It 
debauched our people. Ithasretarded materialprosperity. It has 
stood asa barrier to enterprise and capital. It has sapped the man- 
hood of our men and choked the pathway of our youth with the 
noxious growth of dishonesty. Its deadening influence had stupe- 
fied the public conscience until it had become well-nigh dormant. ` 
But now, thank God, in Virginia, at least, the reaction from the 
long debauch has come. The shock which this ballot produced 
broke the stupor, and quickened conscience, aroused to a sense of 
the deadly peril which environed, took up the cry of Honest elec- 
tions!” and, starting in the mountains, where the men are white 
and free, pressed forward to the combat and drove before it the 
fell forcesof fraud. In every section and in every county recruits 
are rallying to the stan . The mask of that miserable soph- 
istry, negro rule, has been torn from the face of the selfish schem- 
ers and their naked iniquity laid bare. Lashed by the scourge of 
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public opinion, repudiated by honest Democrats among whom 


they operated, these guilty tricksters bring their ill-gotten gai 

to the portals of this Capitol, and here seek to find that refuge, 
solace, and encouragement to which they have become strangers. 
If you adopt the report of this committee, you in effect crown 
them with success; you imbue them with fresh “excess of parti- 
san zeal;” you 10 ae their methods; you condone their frauds; 
you point out to them new fields for the exercise of their peculiar 
talent: you bid them godspeed in their work of public debauchery. 

And as you exalt them so do you turn your faces from the 
brave, true men of every who are striving to lift the South 
up to a higher plane. You are making the work before them 
harder and harder; for if, in this high court, the simplest, plain- 
est justice is denied, the effect will be disheartening, and the cause 
of right and public honesty will be dealt a blow its open enemies 
could not inflict. y é 

These are the contending forces marshaled in this contest. 
Between them you must decide. [Prolonged applause. ] 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the embarrassment 
in speaking in an election case in the House of Representatives at 
any time, Put it is especially embarrassing to atteinpt to discuss 
the legal aspects of this case after the splendid political ar ent 
to which we have just listened. I want to say to my colleagues 
in this House that I am in sympathy with all that the gentleman 
from Virginia, Mr. Yost, has said with reference to the condition 
of things down there generally; and I have listened to this same 
argument from many ennem from Virginia ever since I haye 
been a member of this House. 

If I could have been influenced by sentiment, undoubtedly I 
might have been on the other side of this case. But I sat down 
with this committee determined to discharge my full duty asa 
member of this House, and not merely as a member of the Pepo: 
lican party. I forgot, as long as I satin that important place, 
that I was a Republican. I kept strictly and solely in view that 
a high duty had been thrust upon me, and I made up my mind 
that I would discharge my duty, even if I later had to be calleda 
Massachusetts mugwump. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it was a very difficult matter for this com- 
mittee to take up this case, and I was so much prejudiced, so far 
as I was concerned, that I asked to be excused from sitting upon 
the subcommittee. I took this record to myself, and alone I went 
through it from one end to the otherin the light of what had been 
previously told me in reference to this case, and I came to the same 
conclusion that six other gentlemen of the committee had arrived 
at, and neither one of us knew what was in the mind of the other. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I agreed with the subcommittee, and I agreed 
with six of my colleagues in this committee, that the contestee in 
this case is entitled to retain his seat; and, as was well said by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Coppixd] this morning, that 
we did it reluctantly, after the consumption of much time, is true. 
We did not hurry the decision in this case, because we realized on 
every hand how much party feeling there was here, and we made 
up our minds that we would be right so far as we were concerned. 
And I want to say to my colleagues now, so far as I am con- 
cerned, I feel just exactly as a judge didin Wisconsin who sent a 
man tothe penitentiary for life. As the prisoner was going out of 

the court room he said: ‘‘I would like to talk a little further with 
the judge in reference to this case.“ The judge said: Sir, I have 
done my duty; you go on and perform yours.” I feel so in refer- 
ence to this case. I have no personal feeling in the matter. I 
eet upon the discharge of my duty without any feeling of 
vor. 

I have not solicited a vote upon this case, and I apprehend gen- 

tlemen of this House will determine it as they think it ought to 
be determined. I want to say to gentlemen that this establishes 
a precedent, and I am going to call your attention to a precedent 
establishedin this very Chamber by a Democratic House—a prece- 
dent of seating a Republican here upon just exactly the same law 
and the same evidence as in this case. If there had been any 
doubt about it, the committee would have given it willingly in 
favor of the Republican contestant, but we could not do it. I 
suppose that every gentleman of this House expected every mem- 
ber of zon Elections Committee would look over this case fairly 
and fully himself, and then determine each case according to the 
law and evidence, and not according to the sentiments that seem 
to impress the gentleman from Virginia who is seeking to obtain 
a seat in this House. I donot blame thatgentleman for appealing 
to all the party feeling and party prejudice that may be here 
to-day, and we know how he stirs up the Republican heart when 
he refers to the conditions South. But that made no difference 
with any gentleman upon the Elections Committee, and I will say 
now, Mr. Speaker, that in all the Southern cases that have come 
before the Committee on Elections No. 8 there is nothing so dis- 
8 or unlawful as you read in the papers this morning as 

Ving recently oceurred in the State of Pennsylvania, where I 
understand they are all reformers. : à 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I know that there are a multitude of preju- 


dices in each one of these cases. We are told that everything is 
fraudulent down there; that every single officer is in the employ 
and under the control of the Democratic party; that there is noth- 
ing but conspiracy down there, and that no man can obtain his 
rights. I want to say, as a Northern Republican, that if there is 
no more fraud ever found in acase that shall come from the North 
than is found in this case it will volumes for that section. 
There is no fraud in this case, practically, compared with the cry 
of „fraud,“ Mr. Speaker. 

Now, then, I want to address myself to a matter that controlled 
the committee. There are some facts in this case that this House 
ought to understand; and I want my colleagues who have to 
determine this case, and who I trust will determine it rightly, 
even if I am wrong, to look into the case as presented, divesting 
themselves of the sentiment that has grown up here, and let us 
see in a moment whether the election boards in this Congressional 
district have discharged their duties or not. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the minority in this case attempt to seat the 
contestant, as I understand it, by counting votes that could not 
or should not be counted under any circumstances. One gentle- 
man from New York to-day called attention to the constitutional 
provision, which I understood him to say controls very largely in 
this case. I will read it. It is section 5, Article I, of the Consti- 
tution of the United States; that is: 

Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications 
of its own members. 

It is true that is a part of the Constitution of the United States; 
but it does not control in this case, Mr. Speaker. There is another 
provision that has great power in connection with this one. But 
even if we shut our eyes to that very provision of the Constitution, 
I want to say in reference to this that when the framers gave 

lace to it in the Constitution, and said that the House shall 
the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its own 
members,” it was to be governed bylaw. They meant tosay that 
there should be no other tribunal created that could determine 
finally who should and who should not be entitled to a seat in this 
House. They certainly intended, when they gave this grant of 
power to each House of Congress that the House determining the 
question would be governed by the law and the evidence in each 
case, and that is just as strongly implied as though it had been 
expressed and made a part of that great instrument. But the other 
provision of the Constitution to which I desire to call attention is 
section 4 of Article I, which provides that— 

The times, places and manner of holding elections for Senators and Repre- 
in al aed Ape hope eo 
as to the places o choosing Senators. e 

Under that provision of the Constitution of the United States 
this House is bound by the law of the State of Virginia. It takes 
both Houses, it takes the Congress of the United States to nullify 
the law of the State of Virginia which seeks to regulate the elec- 
tion of members of this House. Such is the construction which 
has been placed upon that provision of the Constitution by the 
Supreme Court of the United States on more than one occasion. 
That court has held that in the absence of Congressional legisla- 
tion the law of each State prevails. See case of Siebold, 100 U.S., 
371; Clark, 100 U. S., 391, and the case of Yarborough, 110 U. S., 
651 


Now, Mr. Speaker, it will be noticed that in this case the minor- 
ity of the committee do not make any attack upon this law. On 
the contrary, they seek to uphold it. They approve of it in each 
and every pouca I speak of this point now because this case 
is to be followed by another in which they entirely ignore this law; 
but in this case they seek to uphold it in order to give the con- 
testant the seat. They cite this law approvingly and they speak 
of itas mandatory. Now, the majority of the committee has felt 
the force of the view which I am about to state. The State of 
Virginia has passed an election law regulating the election of 
members of this House from that State, and inasmuch as no attack 
has been made upon thatlaw, we were of the opinion that the law 
was constitutional, and we felt bound to conform to it and to regard 
its provisions. Further than that, Mr. Speaker, we looked into the 
case for the purpose of determining whether there were any ques- 
tions beyond that, and I think I am safe in saying that the only 
other question that arises in this case is whether or not the election 
officers acted fairly under the provisions of the Virginia law, and 
the majority think they did. 

I want to say, further, that my contention is that when the 
supreme court of a State has construed one of its laws and held 
it to be good, that construction is binding upon us as a part of 
the law. Gentlemen on the other side have referred at various 
times to a decision made by the court of appeals of the State of 
Virginia, and they do not attack that decision at all, but seem to 
subscribe toit. Now, that case holds that that law of the State 
of Virginia is valid, and that its provisions are mandatory. The 
State of Virginia having seen fit to say by law what should be 
done in conducting elections, we looked into the record to see 


‘ 


whether or not that law had been complied with. I say that the 
decision of the court of appeals of the State of Virginia has got 
to be respected by this House under the Constitution of the United 
States, because the construction given by a State court to its 


State constitution is binding, except when the Supreme Court of 
the United States is called upon to decide whether a legislative 
act or provision in a State constitution creates a contract. (Jeffer- 
son Branch Bank vs. Skelley, 1 Black U. S., 436.) We looked 
into the case and we found that there was a charge that some- 
thing over 3,000. ballots were destroyed or that the election officers 
had refused to count them. That was the first question that met 
us, and we of the majority have classified those ballots. We 
found that in one case there was a large number of ballots burned. 
The number has been stated to be 1.021. We found also that 
there was another class of ballots that we have described as 
“imperfect” ballots. Those are the ballots referred to where a 
line was not drawn through the names of the candidates for whom 


the voters did not desire to vote. Then there were“ blurred” 


ballots, 68 in number. and there were 1,283 that we call ‘‘ caption- 
marked” ballots, where the caption was entirely marked out. 
The election officers were farmished with these various points 
when they came to count the ballots. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I noticed the emphasis and force with which 
the contestant in this case, Mr. Yost, referred to the act of these 
election officers in banag those ballots, and some gentleman upon 
the floor arose and asked him by what authority they had been 
burned, and he said emphatically, ‘By no authority.” Let us go 
back a little and examine this matter, because we ought to treat 
these Virginians just as fairly as we would wish them to treat us. 
I do not think that all the gentlemen running elections in the 
State of Virginia, or in the South, are scoundrels. I do not want 
to subscribe to any such sentiment, or to have any such idea go 
forth. I do want to believe that there are some honest men to 
found, and that you can find some of them in the State of Vir- 

inia. The people of that State area part of this t nation, and 
f think it is wrong to denounce by wholesale the men who are 
charged with official duties in Virginia, or in any other State of 
the South, when there is not a particle of evidence of fraudulent 
action on their part, when, to use a common phrase, there is not 
evidence enough against them to hang a dog. Yet we are told 
loudly about the great fraud that was perpetrated down there and 
the great conspiracy entered into to deprive the contestant of a 
seat in this House. Sir, the committee sat for weeks, and they 
did not have before them a particle of evidence of what has been 
stated in the discussion hereto-day. What the Democratic papers 
down in that part of Virginia have said 1 do not care anything 
about. I have very little respect for a Democrat anyway. When 
two Demoerats get to fighting, they are liable to say as mean 
things of each other as of anybody else. In this case, when they 
Sola nek fight with Republicans they got to fighting among 
themselves. I have read the article which has been read here 
to-day, and I say there is nothing in the Virginia law which would 
justify any such statements. The law conld not be repealed nor 
in any way amended except so as to prohibit the printing of those 
ballots in any particular type. 

Now, if you will look this case through you will not find enough 
evidence of fraud to talk about. The question is whether these 
men down there did their duty when they came to the disposition 
of these ballots. 

Now, let us call the number of burned ballots, for the sake of 
the argument, 1,021. Let us look into the evidence in this case 
and see what went to make up those ballots. All the election 
officers of this Congressional district in Virginia—l do not remem- 
ber a single exception—unanimously agreed that those were such 
imperfect ballots that they could not be counted for anybody. 
That was the decision in regard to every one of those ballots. 

Mr. HALL. The gentleman means the burned ballots? 

Mr. JENKINS. Yes; the burned ballots. I am talking about 
them and nothing else for the present. I say it was agreed with 

tical unanimity by all the election officers that those were 
ots which could not be counted under any circumstances for 


anybody. ; 

Mr. POWERS. Did it appear before the committee for whom 
those ballots had been cast? 5 

Mr. JENKINS. No. That is one of the that we have 
complained of. Now. I will call attention a little later to the evi- 
dence upon this particular point. | f 

Mr. MILES. The 3 intimated a While ago that he 
would state whether there was any authority for destroying those 
ballots. 

Mr. JENKINS. Iam coming to that; I can not make my whole 
speech in one minute. s 4 

Mr. Speaker, if you will look into the election laws of the differ- 
ent States and Territories of the Union you will find that they 
have various provisions with respect to the preservation or the 


destruction of all ballots that can not be counted for anybody. I 
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remember that in my own State serious questions arose on this 
subject, and it became n to provide by legislation for the 
preservation of imperfect ballots that could not be counted for 
anybody, because in some cases they were destroyed by the elec- 
tion boards and in other cases they were sent up. There was con- 
fusion with reference to those ballots. Now, in the State of Vir- 
ginia, up to the time of the ge of what is called the Walton 
act, which is in controversy here, the law had provided that when- 
ever the election board got through counting the ballots and were 
sending up their official returns to the superior officer, all the bal- 
lots which were called defective” ballots—that is, ballots that 
could not be counted for anybody—should be burned. That was 
the provision of the law: 

Now, it should be understood that the law under which this 
election was held was anew law. It was new all the way through. 
There had been no opportunity for the election officers to act under 
it and to familiarize themselves with it. A majority of the com- 
mittee—seven out of nine—agreed, with reference to these ballots, 
that the election officers in each case had but discharged a legal 
duty in what they did; that is to say, there was no evidence of a 
conspiracy. We have been told here by the gentleman seeking 
the seat that these ballots were burned by reason of a great con- 
os papal Mr. Speaker, there was before the committee no evidence 
of a conspiracy, and there is no such evidence before the House. 
I do not Sod oer those election officers had any question in their 
minds as to their authority in the matter, for they acted variously. 
In some districts they preserved the ballots which could not be 
counted, and in others they burned them; so that they burned, 
we will say, at least 1,021, and I think that in every case they hon- 
ars believed that they had a right to do so. 

Mr. HALL. The gentleman says, as I understand, that there 
was a unanimous agreement among the election officers that those 
1,021 ballots which were burned were so imperfect that they could 
not be counted for anyone, 

Mr. JENKINS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALL. Were the election officers who agreed in that 
statement members of different political parties? ` 

Mr. JENKINS. In many cases there was a large number of 
Republicans concurring in that view. And I want to state here 
that according to my remembrance of this entire record, wher- 
ever there was a Republican qualified to sit, he was permitted to 
sit; and every Republican judge who sat agreed that those bal- 
lots should not counted for anybody, while I think one or 
two held that they should not have been destroyed but should 
have been sent up. They all agreed, however, that those ballots 
should not be counted for anybody. 

Mr. THOMAS. Who passed on the qualifications of the offi- 
cers? Who decided the question whether a Republican was qual- 
ified to sit on the election board or not? 

Mr. JENKINS. In many cases it was shown that those who 
had been chosen as election officers could not read and write. In 
a great many cases where men had been appointed they refused 
to sit. There is nothing in the law, I will say, providing who 
shall determine their qualifications. But when a man 5 
himself who could not read or write, there was no difficulty in sat- 
isfying him that he was disqualified to sit on the election board. 

Mr. THOMAS. Was not the decision made by the county elect- 
oral board? ; 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. May J interrupt the gentleman? 

Mr. JENKINS. Certainly. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I would like the gentleman to 
point out a case in which the judges decline to act. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman has not answered 
my question. 

. MONDELL. May J ask the gentleman a question? 1 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, Is be compelled to decline to 
yield to three 5 talking at the same time. hear 
the question of the gentleman from Wyoming. 

Mr. MONDELL. U believe the gentleman has stated that under 
the alion law it was provided that imperfect ballots should be 
burned. 

Mr. JENKINS. No; excuse me; not that. I say that there is 
no provision of the Walton act with reference to ballots that could 
not be counted for anybody or that such disposition was author- 
ized to be made of them. But prior to the adoption of that act 
the law provided that when they could not be counted for any- 
body they must be then and there destroyed. 

Mr. MONDELL. But was there any ee ge at the time this 
election was held or any statute of the State of Virginia allowing 
their destruction? 

Mr. JENKINS. I have already stated, Mr. Speaker, at least 
three times that there was no such provision. 

Mr. MILES. If the gentleman will permit me, as I understand 
it, the point is this, that these gentlemen in Virginia, after the 
repeal of the law, were not acting from a conspiracy, but were 
probably acting in ignorance of the law. 
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Mr. JENKINS. Undoubtedly. Th them in each 


destroyed 
case where they were destroyed 8 impression, as the tes- 
timony shows, that they had the right to do 80. 5 
Mr. MONDELL. Does the gentleman admit that the burning 


of the ballots was ill 
Mr. JENKINS, y, certainly not : 
Mr. MONDELL. But e say there was no law for it. 
Mr. JENKINS. Each State in the Union has seen the necessity 


of providing by law that the ballots should not be destroyed. But the 


there was no law in this case; and if there was no law providing 
inst their destruction in this case, there is no penalty, especially 
wW. 8 parties believed that they were acting in conformity with 
their duty. 
Mr. MÒN DELL. Do thecommittee hold that, as there was no 
provision against the destruction of the ballots, they had every 
ight to destroy them? 

r. JEN S: It was not necessary for the committee tocon- 
sider that question, and they did not have any evidence as to whom 
the ballots were cast for. 

Mr. BRUMM. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. JENKINS. Certain! Se 

Mr. BRUMM., You say that there were 1,000 or more ballots 
that were destroyed—burned? ; 

Mr. JENKINS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRUMM. Can you give any reason why the ballots were 
not all burned? 

Mr. JENKINS. I yielded to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
soan supposed that he was going to ask me a question in good 


Mr. BRUMM. I did ask a question in good faith, if the gentle- 
man will answer it. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. It is a very pertinent question. 

Mr. BRUMM. If the gentleman declines to answer, of course 
that settles the matter. 

Mr. JENKINS. Ido not decline to answer. But the gentle- 
man knows that inasmuch as we did not see any one of these gen- 
tlemen who acted upon the board, we could not tell their motives. 
It is, therefore, practically a senseless question. 

Mr. BRUMM. Can the gentleman inform the House why cer- 
tain ballots were selected to be burned? 

Mr. JENKINS. From the fact thatit was the unanimous 

ment of every election officer that they could not be coun’ 


ype ; 
. WALKER of Virginia. That is not an accurate statement, 
as I will show. 

Mr. BRUMM. The gentleman from Virginia says that that is 
not correct. 

Mr. JENKINS. Very well; I must decline to be interrupted, as 
I want to 8 with my argument. 

Mr. THOMAS. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question 
now? 

Mr. JENKINS. No, sir; I decline to yield, inasmuch as the 

tleman is a member of the committee and I could not convince 
I must decline to yield. I could not convert him, as I have 
tried for months to do it without success. 

Now, some gasson might arise with reference to the question 
of fraud, and I notice that the gentleman who is seeking to obtain 
his seat here did not disclose to the House a very important fact, 
which I think, when the House becomes informed of it, will account 
for much that has been charged up to the question of fraud. This 
was a new enactment. There was not any gentleman in the State 
familiar withit; and I think, according to my experience, a learned 
3 a man learned in the law, a business man, is just as 

ble to be fooled under the Australian system as the man who 
can not read at all. This, I repeat, was an enactment with which 
no one was familiar. It was new. The evidence discloses and 
the statements disclose the fact that there was a large number of 
ignorant pene in the district, and in fact all through the State, 
who could not read or write and would require the help of some 
one to prepare the ballots; and the law provided for the appoint- 
ment of a special constable who was there to aid the illiterate or 
ignorant voter, and whose duties are clearly defined, and a penalty 
e gea to a failure on his part to properly discharge the duties 
of the office. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, without waiting to know what the action of 
those © would be down there, the gentleman seeking a seat in 
this House p d a circular, which the evidence in this case 
discloses was distributed all over the district, a circular which is 
in evidence, which came to us in a legitimate way, and has his 
name upon it, which is called Instructions to precinct commit- 
teemen.” I ask here to print it as a part of my remarks: 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PRECINCT COMMITTEEMEN. 
To precinct committeemen: 
The enactment of the Walton election law the last legislature has 
not as many 8 the Anderson-McCormick election law, 
er which elections have been held . Except the 
penus of the tickets by the electoral boards of the respective counties, and 
appoiatment of co bles and their duties and the method of voting, the 


for 


old law remains the same. The are as f. and these 
apply to the voter directly on election 3 . 
rst. The voter must apply to the judges of election for his ticket. 
Second. After the ticket, the voter goes into the vine booth 
and scratches the names of the persons he does want to vote for, leaving 
one name unscratched—the name of the person he does want to vote for. 
Third. Having completed his ticket, the voter at once takes it to the judge 
of 8 receives the 8 and de’ its it in the — box. 

a utely necessary t precinct committeemen thoroughly famil- 
iarize themselves with the provisions of the new law, so that they —— in- 
struct the voters and make known to them all ot their rights and duties in 

premises. 

To this end the voters who can not read should be organized into classes 
and ht to read the printed name of J. Yost" (see inclosed slips) so that 
they it when they see it on the official ballot, and scratch out 
the names of ail other candidates. 5 

Von understand that there will be no ticket holders, as heretofore, about 
the polls. The only ballots that can be used on the day of election are those 
furnished to the voter by the Pi of election. On this official ballot the 
names of all the e e be printed, and the voter will seratch out 
the —. — 83 he 8 want to vote for. F 

When are med, the quickest, bri and most inte nt 
Republicans at the pan ona should vote rte Raa ger a ve two cane and 
a half in the booth, and can then make the closest observation of the ticket, 
and afterwards describe it to the voter who can not read, explaining to him 
gaera pow Saraga of “J. Lost is located on the ticket, and what names to 
scratch ou 

It the committeemen have any reason at all to the absolute honesty 
and fairness of the constable, then the illiterate voter should not ask him to 
assist in the preparation of his ticket. The constable is not itted to 
enter the booth unless the voter requests him to do so. If 


If 

ate voter may trust to having the ballot prepared as he 

8 the constable has nothing: whatever to do with the voter 
yp aA arn e a D S 3 to it often, and take it with the 

refer 0 ou on 

day of the election to the polls. sj 

Very respectfally, JOHN A. NOON, 

ngressional Committee. 


STAUNTON, VA. 


Without taking up time toread this circular, I will call the atten- 
tion of the House to the material parts of it which will account 
for the confusion down there in this district, which did not occur 
= any other of the districts where they had election contests in 

nia. 

This circular says that if the committeemen in each county have 
any reason at all to s the absolute honesty and fairness of 
the constable, then the illiterate voter should not ask him to assist 
in the preparation of the ticket. The constable is not permitted - 
to enter the booth unless the voter requests him to do so. 

If unfairness is suspected, therefore, let the illiterate voter bo 
instructed by the Republican who has already voted as to how to 
ballot, and after the committeeman is sa that he can do this, let the 
voter go into the booth and prepare his own ballot. 


In other words, Mr. Speaker, the instructions were that they 
were to totally ignore the special constables. ; 

Mr. GROS OR. Does the gentleman intend to argue that 
under a new system of balloting it is illegal or corrupt or in any 
Noa pee or wrong to instruct the voter how to cast the 

ot? 

Mr. JENKINS. Oh, I want to say to my very good friend from 

Ohio that he must place his own construction on my argument, 


Tam statin; 5 
VENOR. Is it not a fact that in every State in the 


Secretary Co 


Mr. GR 
Union these schools of instruction have been instituted? 

Mr. JENKINS. That does not alter the point I am making 
now, I will say to my learned friend. } 

Mr. GROSVENOR (continuing). And that in the city of Bos- 
ton, notwithstanding all the struggle, they made a very large per- 
centage of loss on account of im ly marked ballots? 

Mr. JENKINS. I decline to yield, Mr. Speaker. I was saying 
that this circular of instructions which was sent throughout the 
district advised voters to away from this special constable 
who was appointed there to aid them, and rather than trust to the 
special constable they undertook to mark their ballots for them- 
selves, and there is where this confusion arose. Now, I want to 
say, and I challenge gentlemen on the other side to refute it, if 
they can, that you can not find in this record, from first to last, a 
particle of evidence from any single voter or elector in that dis- 
trict that will justify you in thinking for a moment that he 
applied, as far as he was concerned, to that special constable and 
that that special constable refused to aid him in any particular 
way. There is nota single voter in that district that is up here 
9 his own treatment; not one. 

Mr. THOMAS. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. JENKINS. I will hear the question. 

Mr. THOMAS. I should like to ask the gentleman if it is nota 
fact that under the Walton law the booth is placed 40 feet awa: 
from ev: rson, and no one is allowed to go into the booth with 
the constable and the man? Under those circumstances how can 
you get evidence against the constable? 
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Mr. JENKINS. I will leave the gentleman to answer that when 


he has the floor. 
Mr. THOMAS, I ask you to answer it. I ask you how it is 
possible; under that law, to get any evidence against the constable? 
Mr. JENKINS. I say again, with reference to this matter, that 
they 8 the constables, who are presumed to be men who will 
r 


do the a 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Are they? 


Mr. JENKINS. There is not a particle of evidence in this case 
tending to show that the constable refused to do his duty, except 
in one case where a constable told an elector that he construed 
that law to mean that he could not scratch his ballot; that he 
would point out the names that he wanted to vote; and I under- 
stand from the evidence that the constable refused to mark the 
man’s ballot, while it is clear under the law that if a man asked a 
constable to mark it, it should be marked by the constable. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. Mr, Speaker, may I ask the gen- 


tleman a question? 

The SPEAKER protempore. Will the gentleman from Wis- 
consin yield to the gentia from Virginia? 

Mr. JENKINS. ell, I think not now, Mr. Speaker, inasmuch 
oe the gentleman is a member of the committee and has time of 

is own. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. If the gentleman will allow me to 
state the object, I think he will yield. I want to call his attention 
to the fact that he is mistaken as to the record ina dozen instances, 

Mr. 4 ENKINS. Never mind; we have disagreed all the way 
through. 

Mr. WALKER. of Virginia. Well, this is a matter of record 
which shows for itself. 

Mr. JENKINS, I am saying that there was no elector who 
claims that he was deprived of his vote by any one of the constables. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to invite attention to the law of the 
State of Virginia which has been so much talked about. 

I print the different sections as a part of my remarks: 


Sec. 2. Each person offering to vote shall deliver a single ballot to one of 
the judges of election in the presence of at least one of the other two judges. 
SEC. J. The ballot shall be a white paper ticket containing the names of the 
persons who have complied with tha provisions of this act, as hereinafter 
provided, and the title of the office printed or written as hereinafter pro- 
vided. None other shall be a legal ballot. 

Sud. 5. It shall be the duty of the electoral boards of the several counties 

and cities within the State, within thirty days preceding each election, to 
cause to be printed a number of ballots equal to twice the entire registered 
vote of the said county orcity. Theso ots shall contain the names of all 
candidates complying with the provisions asabove required, printed in black 
— 5 immediately below the office for which they have so announced their 
candidacy. 
Seo. II. Every elector qualified to vote at a precinct when he so de- 
mands, be furnished with an official ballot by one of the ju of election 
selected for that duty by a jority of the nudges present. The said elector 
shall then take the said official ballot and retire to said voting booth. Heshall 
then draw a line with a pen or pencil through the names of the candidates he 
does not wish to vote for, leaving the name or names of the candidate or 
candidates he does wish to vote for unscratched. Noname shall be considered 
scratched unless the pen or pencil mark extend 1 threé-fourths of the 
len of said name; and no ballot save an official ballot above provided for 
8 be counted for anx person. When, as to any office, more than one name 
remains unscratched, the ballot for that ee office shall be void, but 
the ballot as to any other office for which only one name re un- 
scratched shall be valid, He shall fold said ballot with the names of the can- 
didates on the inside and hand the same to the judge of election, who shall 
place the same in the ballot box without any inspection further than to as- 
sure himself thatthe ballot isa genuine ballot, for which purpose he may, 
without looking at the printed inside of said ballot, inspect the official seal 
upon the back thereof: Provided, It shall be lawful for an 
any or all names printed upon said official ballot and substitute therein in 
| iy ge name of any person or persons for any office for which he may 
desire to vote. 

18. No elector shall be allowed by the judge of election to remain in said 
voting booth provided in this act more than two and one-half minutes to the 

other electors desiring to vote. Said te ie of election shall 
cause any elector attempting to occupy said voting D for a longer time 
to retire and surrender ot, and he shall not 5 em be allowed to receive 
an official ballot, unless in the discretion of the judges of election another 
op: 
W 


voter to erase 


rtunity to vote will not delay or hinder other electors. 
4. Shoul any ballot be unintentionally or accidentally defaced, or in am 
ay rendered unfit for yoting by such elector, the elector shall deliver sai 
defaced ballot to the judges of election and receive another upon an 
oath that the defacement of the ballot first delivered to him was not done for 


the purpose 
such fact shall be deemed guilty of perjury. 
ectoral board ofeach co’ 5 


be y ohera with enforcin; 
Ving all the powers of a constable; and for such services 
he shall be allowed $1 per day. He shall have the power of a! upon 
the verbal order or warrant of the judges of election, or a majority of them, 
of the precinct to which he is appointed, oF Ks who is offen or at- 
Me to violate any of the provisions of act or disturbing the è 


be taken as soon as possible before a justice 

ce of the offense and be then proceeded speras 

tor in the 

voting booth who shall be physically or educationally unable to vote, the said 
Manor} constable may render assistance by reading the names and offices 
on the ballotand 771 out to him the name or names he may wish tostrike 
out, or otherwise aid him in preparing his ballot. In case said elector be blind, 
said 1 constable shall prepare said ballot for said elector in acco: ce 
with the instructions of said elector. Before entering upon the duties of his 


office the said l constable shall take an oath to faithfully perform the 
duties thereof, and for a corrupt violation of the same he shat be deemed 


of a misdemeanor and be fined not less than $500 prison 
one nor more than twelve months in jail. Rie 18 
18. It shall not be la ion for persons to congr: 


. aer any fac- 


emeanor, 
imprisoned in jail six 
see that the pro- 


pe cages o ä d 55 
u of e on a easure, and a su: fı ‘ 
pov be pano oino p a successor for him may be aly 


of the polis at any precinct the jud of election at such pr 
of thea, Sr lect some EAT : 
inistered py me of the said ju 

ö vo same powers to ac! 
and be * like penalties as said special constable N by said elec- 


toral i 

The secretary of said electoral board shall keep in his sole custody the seal 
or stamp of said board, and 2 sealed o, to ba opened only in the preg- 
ence of the electoral board and the ju of the county or corporation court 
when in the discharge of their duty, as prescribed in on 7 afo; 5 

18. The cost of conducting an election under this act shall be paid by t 
ed ine out of the general county levy and in cities by the council thereo: 

9. All acts or of acts in conflict with this act or any section the: 

are hereby repealed. 


Now, then, when the canvassing board, or the boards that sat 
there at the election precincts, came to count the votes on the 
night of this election, they found, all the way through, a ve 
large number of ballots that were not marked in acco: ce wit 
the law; and it appears from the evidence that the question arose 
before every board as to just exactly what their duty was. Now, 
then, Mr. Speaker, I think I state this accurately, and I certainly 
mean to. I do not remember that there is a single elector in the 
State of Virginia up here, so far as the evidence is concerned, 
complaining that he di ed with the conclusions arrived at b; 
those election officers of the State of Virginia—that there seeme 
to be a practical unanimity there with reference to their le 
duties; only they held that where the ballot could not be counted 
for any person then they should be laid aside. That where the 
line was not drawn through three-fourths of the name that they 
could not count that ballot for anybody, because there was more 
than one name upon the ballot, and they therefore could not be 
counted for anyone. They, in each case, thought they were dis- 
charging their duty. . . 

Now, then, when you come to discover the vory large number 
of Republicans that were sitting on that board, and find that every 
single Republican official agreed in the main with the boards that 
they were members of, the only dissent being that the ballo 
should not be destroyed, I say that it disposes of all talk abou 
conspiracies and attempts to defraud. There is no person before 
this committee or before the House can state as to who these 1,021 
ballots were intended for. There is not a particle of evidence, 
But gentlemen would like us to infer from their statements here 
that a very large portion were intended for the contestant, be- 
cause of the fact that they were ballots cast by ignorant colored 


men. 
Now, then, Mr. Spedker, I want tosee whether they disregarded 
the law in this 1 Ihave said that the minority of this 
committee hold, and have called the attention of this House to 
the fact, that the provision of this law is mandatory; and I am 
satisfied, from the authorities I am going to cite to this House 
that the provision of this law is not only mandatory, but that 
each and every election officer in the district down there did their 
duty when they refused to count a ballot if the line was not drawn 
three-fourths of the way through. I say, Mr. Speaker, that if the 
provisions of the statute are mandatory, no question can arise as 
to the intention of the voter. I want toinvite the attention of my 
colleagues on this floor to pec ponk, because so many have been 
saying to me for days past, „it looks to me, when we look 
at that ballot, it is very plain what that man intended to do—that 
he intended to vote for Yost. Therefore, should not the intention 
of the voter prevail?” I say, Mr. Speaker, in answer to that, that 
when the provisions of the statute are mandatory the statute con- 
trols, and that you can not look to the intention of the voter. We 
are precluded from doing that by every single authority in this 
country. Now, with those authorities which were called to the 
attention of this House by the contestant in this case I do not 
i ee. Lagree with him. But the writers in each case were 
npe ing where there was no mandatory provision in the statute. 
hey were not speaking in reference to a case where the statute 
was mandatory. 
Now, them, i have picked out one of the very best authorities on 
that very point here, and I want to present it tothisHouse. The 
language of that authority is this: 


When the statute simply provides that certain things and acts shall be 
a certain time or in a certain manner, it isa directory statute. 


done within 
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Now, then, if the statute is directory there is no question but 
what the intention of the voter prevails. But it is within the 

wer of every legi to make the provisions of the election 

w mandatory and not di , and when mandatory they are 
bound, no matter what the voter intended, by the language of the 
statute. This authority says: 


But when the performance is essential to the validity, then the statute is 
mandatory. 


Mr. S. er, rappa the law nanpi provided each ballot should 
be num and the elector should omit to number his ballot. 
Why, that being i statute, the intention of the voter 


a directory 
would prevail and the ballot would be counted; but if, as stated in 
this case, it were provided that it should not be an official or legal 
ballot unless numbered, then, the provision of the statute being 
mandatory, the intention of the voter could not be inquired into, 
and the ballot could not be counted. Let us see if I am very far 
off in my statement of the law in this case. There has been much 
surprise expressed here in reference to this law of the State of 
Virginia. Gentlemen would have the House understand that its 
provisions are very strict and severe, and that the like of them 
can not be found in any other State in the Union. ‘There are 
some excellent lawyers from the State of Illinois on this floor, 
and I ask their attention to what I am go to say, because 1 
would like to know from them whether I misstate the fact or 
not. They have in the State of Illinois, or did have in 1891, a 
law practically very similar to this law of Virginia, and yet we 
have not heard a single gentleman here denounce that law of the 
State of Illinois. 
Now, I want to say—and I will submit it to any fair-minded 
tleman on this floor—that the law of Virginia is really much 
ess severe and much more reasonable, in my judgment, the 
Jaw of Illinois. In my opinion, the action of the election officials 
in Virginia in relation to counting these votes, and the action of 
the majority of the committee, is sustained by an unbroken line of 
authoritiesin almost every State in the Union, yet the contestant 
in this case told you that not an authority could be found to sus- 
tain the action of the election officers in excluding those votes, 
that is, practically, in upholding the law of the State. As to the 
Illinois law, I want further to call the attention of gentlemen to 
the fact that a Democratic House in the last Democratic 
seated a Republican upon the very identical question that is in- 
volved here, although that Republican had a majority of only 17. 
That Illinois election law provided that at the head of the ticket 
there should be a circle, an 1 any voter wished to 
vote the entire ticket he could do so utting a cross within that 
circle that that would entitle him ave his vote cast for the 
whole of the ticket. That law also providedthat (we will say) on 
the left of each name on the ticket, 5 the names on the 
tickets of the various parties, there should be a square or an ob- 
long inclosure, and that if an elector wanted to vote for any can- 
didate on one of the other tickets, he could put a eross in that little 
inclosure, and that would entitle him to have his vote counted 
for that candidate. It appears from the report in the case that a 
great many electors did not comply with the law, and did not put 
a cross in the square or oblong space, but did put some other mark, 
The rt is silent as to just what marks the evidence showed 
they did make; it contents itself with saying that they did not put 
the cross as the law directed. A recount of the ballots was had 
by the committee, and they refused to count for the Democrat 
reals ballot that did not contain the cross,and they report that 
a 

Find it to be the law of the State of Illinois that ballots on which the voter 
undertook to express his marks other than the cross placed ina 
circle or square, as provided by statute, are not legal and can not be 
counted. 

And the committee sustain their 
ber of cases in the States of Iowa, 
Island, Pennsylvania, and Indiana, adding that at that time the 
State of Mli had not upon the question, That commit- 
tee further held under the law that inasmuch as it provided that 
every single officer passing out the ballot to the voter should place 
his initials upon the back of it, and inasmuch as some of them had 
pe only one letter of their names, or something short of the 

ull initials that they should have placed upon them, those bal- 
lots could not be counted. For instance, if the man’s name was 
John A. Thomas and he put upon the ballot “J. T.” or “J. A.,“ 
the committee held that that would be fatal and that the ballot 
could not be counted. 
_ Now, Mr. aker, this action was taken by a Democratic House 
in favor of a ublican, and it was taken under a law which I 
consider to be much more extreme than the one in question here. 
In justification of the Virginia law I may remark that I do not 
think there is anything very wrong about it. We all know that 
In practice more questions arise on marked ballots in election 
cases than upon almost any other point. Men are often very care- 


ition a very large num- 
ichigan, Texas, Maine, Rhode 


XXIX——63 


less, and in some cases it becomes a serious question whether the 
voter meant to strike out a name or not. For that reason the leg- 


islature of Virginia has seen fit to determine that, as matter of 
law, if a man wishes to erase the name of a candidate, he must 
run a line through three-quarters of the name, and if he does not 
do that, the name shall not be considered erased. 1 can not see 
anything very wrong or unjust in that. Even if the law was 
enacted in the interest of one party as rae another, I insist 
that this House has nothing to do with t. 1 insist that the 
law of the State of Vi ia is the law of a sovereign State, and as 
such is conclusive and binding upon this Ho and that it is the 
high neg ye this House to respect that law and give it force and 

has been said here to-day, the power to decide these 
questions must reside somewhere, election questions must 
be ted by one tribunal or another, and the itution of 
the United States reserves to Congress the right to act them if 
it wants to; but Congress not havingacted, having left the matter to 
the State, and the State having passed its law, I hold that thatlaw 
is binding upon us;and the committee, after long and careful con- 
sideration, reached that conclusion. They found that the provi- 
sions of this statute were mandatory, and if the provisions were 
mandatory, then those ballots could not be counted and the elec- 
tion officers were justified in refusing to count them. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. The gentleman has referred to the law of 
Illinois as being somewhat similar to the Virginia law that is in 
question here. Is the gentleman aware of the fact that about a 

ear ago the supreme court of Illinois put a construction upon 
t law and defined the duty of the voter in the case of Parker us. 
Orr, from which I will read? : 

Mr. GROSVENOR (interposing). Will the gentleman state 
that that was because 

Mr. JENKINS. I decline to yield. That has nothing todo with 


y point. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. You cited the case. 

Mr. JENKINS. I did not cite the case. I am simply callin 
attention to a construction that this House placed upon a law 
Illinois, I am not talking about what was subsequently done 
there. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Will the gentleman allow me to state the 
construction which the supreme court of Illinois has put upon 
that law and to set it against the construction adopted by a Demo- 
cratic House of Representatives? 

Mr. JENKINS. 


m 


T. . If the gentleman wants the floor byna by for 
that purpose, I have no objection. I do not want to be educated 
on that point so far as I am concerned. 


Mr. CONNOLLY. Then the gentleman should not argue it. 

Mr. JENKINS. Now, I want to say further, so far as the law 
in this case is concerned, that while t were over 3,000 ballots 
not counted by those election officers, that percen was not 
very when you come to consider the large vote in that dis- 
trict and the illiteracy of so many of the voters. While itis, of 
course, outside the record, I may say that I find, in 5 
with various gentlemen here, that in one district in the State 
Massachusetts the percentage is much larger than it was in this 
particular case. 

Now, the minority of the committee attempt to count some of 
these votes; and Iwant to invite the attention of the House to the 
reasons why the majority have refused to count some of them. 
We did it because the evidence was, to our minds, insufficient to 
justify the counting of those votes. The committee in this case 
counted every solitary vote that they felt could be counted for the 
contestants; and where ony had any very serious doubt they re- 
solved that doubt in favor of the 33 to the extent of count- 
ing caption-marked ballots, and to the extent of counting a large 
number of votes as to which they doubted whether the evidence 
was sufficient to warrant their counted. Feeling that the 
ought to help the contestant so far as they conscientiously could, 
they counted them. 

But if the gentleman will turn to page 10 of the minority re- 
pare I will attention to the evidence as there stated and show 
ow absolutely misleading is the rt of the minority in this 


respect. Taking that one case of Mount Sidney, there are 12 of 
these burned ots. Iam ad my remarks at this time 
to the evidence in support of the counting of the burned ballots. 


Starting at 10 of their By sacks the minority say that the con- 
testant is entitled to 12 votes there, and they call attention to the 
evidence of a man named Watson. After giving what he says in 
support of their claim, they go a little further, and on page 11 
referto another witness—Landes. They say that Mr. Tana testi- 
fied that 12 of the 21 ballots which were destroyed were intended 
for Mr. Yost. 
Now, I am not going to argue that that statement was leading; 
that it merely stated the conclusion of the witneess, but he says: 
I thought these should be counted for Yost, because Tucker’s name was 
tohed and Yost's name left clear, and some of them had some of the 
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Now, if gentlemen will read the report of this case, they can 
determine at a e whether the maoir of the committee 
were in error when they refused to count those 12 votes. We 
did not content ourselves with the direct examination in this 
case. The testimony came in all ways, and, as every lawyer 
knows, was very leading in its character. The witnesses, two- 
is of the time, stated simply their conclusions and not the 

acts. 

Now, I understand the minority refer to two witnesses as ee 
poring their statement that 12 of those burned ballots should 

counted for Yost. We invited their attention in the majority 
report to the cross-examination of this man Landes, but they do 
not refer to that except to say that Landes, in his direct testimony, 
is supported by this man Watson. 

Mr. Speaker, on page 68 of the record in this case, which was in 
evidence before the committee, this same witness is asked on cross- 
examination: 5 

the 17 destro; ballots, will you state, were there any which had 
. — only the 22 paced of any N the ‘ive candidates for Congress? 
And he replies: 


There were not. 


In other words, he says that every one of those 17 ballots which 
were burned by that election board had on it more than one name 
as a candidate for Congress. 

Now, it is very clear, Mr. Speaker, that if each of those 17 bal- 
lots bore more one name they could not be counted for Mr. 
Yost. Yet two witnesses testify in a general way that those 17 
ballots were counted for Yost; and the witness to whom I have 
just referred says that 12 of them should have been counted for 

ost. Yet on cross-e tion, as I have just shown, he says 
that each and every one of those 17 ballots had more than one 
name upon it. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Oh, no. 

Mr. JENKINS. Les, sir. The question put to him was: 

Of tho 17 destroyed ballots, will you please state, were there any which had 
on them only the single name of any one of the five candidates for Congress? 

And he says: ; 


There were not. 


Mr. BRUMM. To whom are those ballots credited in the 
report? 

r. JENKINS. In the report of the majority they are not 
credited for anybody; but the minority count them. 

Mr. BRUMM. Would they change the result? 

Mr. JENKINS. They would not. 

Mr. BRUMM. Then they are not material. 

Mr. JENKINS. Now, then, Mr. Speaker, on page 11 of the 
minority report, with reference to the same question, you will find 
that there is an extension of the illustration I am giving to the 
House, and if you have time to follow it up all the Woy ronen I 
think you will admit that we are justified in making this claim— 
that while the evidence of the contestant, in general terms, includes 
a very large number of ballots from this county, that the same 
testimony on cross-examination or other evidence shows that there 
was more than one name for Congressman left on the ballot, and 
hence that the ballots must be rejected and could not be counted. 
At Verona—and I wish to say this for the benefit of the gentleman 
from Virginia pe: WALKER]—and call his attention to the fact, I 
am informed that at two of these precincts where the greatest 
amount of fraud is claimed to have been committed—that is, at 
Verona and Mount Sidney—two of the election officers whose testi- 
mony is in the case, which largely influenced the majority of the 
committee in its findings, are cousins of the learned gentleman 
from Virginia; and I wanted to ask him when he was on the floor 
if he desired to include those men in the“ great conspiracy” there 
to rob the Republican py of its rights? 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. Does the gentleman wish an 
answer? 

Mr. JENKINS. Iwill yield to the gentleman for an answer. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I do not know whether any of 
those gentlemen are related to me or not. Iwill say, however, 
that I have seen some relations whom I would not be entirely will- 
ing to oen pauper ; who were not perhaps any more honest 
than some of the gentleman’s own relations. 

Another thing: So many of my Democratic friends have rela- 
tions in that country that many of them stand rather badly when 
it comes to elections in Virginia. 

Mr. JENKINS. I want to say to my brother that no reflec- 
tion— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. DALZELL). The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

Mr. CANNON. I Wanted to ask the gentleman a question for 


information. 
The SPEAKER protempore. The Chair is advised that the 
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gonterien from Ohio [Mr. GROSVENOR] is to be recognized 
next. 

Mr. CANNON. I wanted to ask a question, with the consent 
of the gentleman from Ohio. Owing to my duties in committee, 
it is not possible for me to be in the House to hear the argument, 
and I wish to make an inquiry of the gentleman for the purpose 
of getting information on which I may be able to make up my 
mind in reference to the case. 

5 5 SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Ohio 
vie 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I will yield to the gentleman for two min- 
ae, of a Ses I do not propose to allow the debate to be opened 
up in my time. 

Mr. CANNON. Iwill be compelled to read a sentence in order 
to submit my question. I have in my hand the majority report, 
in which I find this language: 


After a careful examination of the exhibits rela’ to the recount through- 
out the whole district, it ap that there were “im rfectly marked” 
ballots for Yost and 271 for Tucker; and 54“ blotted or blurred " ballots for 
Yost and 14 for Tucker. The “imperfectly marked" ballots are admitted to 
be ballots which were not marked, as provided in section 11 of the Walton act. 


Now, I wish to ask whether these ballots for both of these par- 
ties were rejected because they were not marked through three- 
fourths of the name? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. That is just the point; that isthe ground. 

Mr. JENKINS. I do not know whether I am to answer, or the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. If the gentleman will permit 


me—— 
Mr. JENKINS. I yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I object to that. Let the gentle- 
man answer in his own time. 
Mr. MCCALL of Massachusetts. I will come to that in my own 


time. 

Mr. CANNON. I hope the gentleman will answer it when he 
is on the floor. For on the answer to that point, so far as I am at 
present advised, will depend my vote. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. S er, I think I owe an apology, 
perhaps to the constituency if not to the House of Representa- 
tives, for appearing to argue at any considerable length any con- 
tested-election case, and I want to point ont, on the threshold of 
my remarks, what I assume to be a justification for the going 
behind the report of the committee and looking into the facts 
and the law of the case itself. 

It has not been very often—indeed, it has never been—that I 
have attempted to argue against the report of the majority of the 
Committee on Elections, except in the single question of law that 
was involved in the case from the State of Illinois—a question of 
law that was decided, ultimately, by the supreme court of the 
State of Illinois as I claimed the law to be then, and against the 
report of the majority of the Committee on Elections. But I have, 
what seems to me now, prope justification. I want to know 
whether it is true or false that the people of the South, the people 
of the Republican party, are in mass and in detail claiming here 
at the hands of Congress rights and wrongs that do not exist; 
whether there are any honest Republicans in the South who 
are right when they say that they can have no justice, and that 
no fair elections are held in a great many of the districts of the 

uth. 

I hold in my hand a list of fifteen contested-election cases that 
have come from the committee which has reported this case, all 
decided in the present Congress by a majority of that committee, 
and I find that in those fifteen cases the majority of that commit- 
tee have reported in favor of seating 2 Republicans and 12 Demo- 
crats, and have turned out both sides in one case. 

Now, this has had the effect u my mind of a on me to 
ascertain, if I possibly can, something of the merits of these cases; 
and when I hear members of the Republican party on this same 
committee, by the logic of their arguments, if not in plain terms, 
charging each other with misrepresentation. of the facts, and 
applying 3 of law on the one hand that are denied utterly 
on the other hand, I begin to think there must be something 
besides a duty devolving upon me to ‘go it blind” any longer 
upon these contested election cases, and I have concluded to look 
into them myself a little. 

Now, I do not believe that 13 out of 15 Republicans have come 
here with a fraud and attempted to practice it opon the peo- 
ple of the United States. [Applause.] I have high regard for 
this committee in gross and in detail, every one of them, but there 
is such a thing as a little too much fair play. There is sucha 
thing as standing up so perpendicular in this world that you lean 
a little back sometimes. And when there are social surroundings, 
matters of thoroughbred training, and a little of that intermixture 
of relationship from one side of the country to the other that some- 
times permeates into cases, I am just a little afraid that some 
members of this committee may have made a mistake. 
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N oy 


Now, let us look into this case; and it does not need a very great 
scopo of examination. I do not expect, and I do not promise you, 
that I shall go as thoroughly over the case as the members of the 
committee will, but I will point out the salient features of this 
case, those which are controlling upon my mind, 

It is claimed here apon the part of the contestant that there 
were more men in that Congressional district at the election in 
1894 who tried to vote for him than there were men who tried to 
vote for his antagonist, and nobody disputes it. Is it not a little 
strange, now, that when that fact stands here so strongly im- 

ressed upon the records of this case that a man running can not 
ail to read it, that we are yet to deny the seat to the pie dara 
and uphold the seat of the Democrat, upon the aes technicality 
ever argued in a court of justice or in a legislative hall? I sat 
and listened here for one solid hour to the gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. JENKINS}, and he never offered or suggested an equi- 
table consideration in favor of the contestee. His argument was 
that of the skilled lawyer addressed to a technical court upon a 
technical construction of a technical statute, while stamped upon 
the whole record of this case stands the undeniable proposition 
that, amid all the surroundings and all the features tending to 
lower the ballot of the contestant, nevertheless a large majori 
tried to vote for him, and a large majority believed they had vo 
for him; and the whole question is, Will the House of Representa- 
tives deny to Mr. Yost his seat upon this floor because skillful 
lawyers, arguing from the basis o pare technicality, are able to 
show that a statute was not complied with, and that an organized 
system of electoral outrage has pur it beyond the power of this 
contestant to secure a return of a majority of the votes? The 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. JENKINS] has argued—and I hope 
members of the House of Representatives on both sides will hear 
my further delineation and illustration of this ar, ent—that 
while the Constitution of the United States confers upon the 
House of Representatives the power to decide the election, quali- 
fications, and returns of its own members, yet, inasmuch as we 
have no Federal election law, we have waived our constitutional 
right and the Constitution is e the waiver of Congress. 
am sure the lawyers on this floor will do me the justice to say 
that that is the logic, force, effect, 1 1 and omega of the gen- 
tleman's argument on that point. t me repeat it now, for it 
strikes at the bottom of the entire defense upon this question. 
Grant that the Constitution gives to Congress the power to judge— 
not to enact laws, but to judge—of the election, qualifications, 
and returns of its members, yet that, inasmuch as we have not 
legislated upon this 1 we have waived our right and are 
bound by the statutes of the States. Such a claim as that was 
never made by the strongest adherent of States’ rights in all the 
history of the great line of arguments pro and con on this mighty 
question, that once produced agreatarmed collision in this country. 

It is left to Congress to say who was elected, gentlemen of the 
House of Representatives, just as much as it was when we had 
the force law in process of execution in the South. Suppose the 
legislature of a sovereign State—I will not mention a Southern 
State, but let us take the State of lowa—suppose the State of Iowa 
should enact that, no matter who should receive the greatest num- 
ber of votes, whoever secured the certificate of election should be 
the Congressman. 

Now, there is the ad absurdum of this claim; but this is a fair 
and just illustration of the argument. Would the House of Rep- 
resentatives in that case have the might to look in and say who it 
was that had the greatest number of votes, notwithstanding the 
legislation of that State said that the minority man should be 
seated? But the gentleman has made a most unfortunate refer- 
ence to the statute of the State of Illinois. The statute is in prin- 
ciple, if not in verbiage, on all fours with the statute of Virginia, 
which he says supervenes here to prevent us from deciding who 
was elected in that 5 district. It is on all fours, gen- 
tlemen of the House of Representatives. I defy—I do not do this 


Name. 


A. OC. Latime 
Jno. L. Me. 
Wm. Elli 


Action taken by committee. 


Democrat ponang in favor of contestee. 


ArT 0. 
Decided in favor of contestant, 
N in favor of contestee. 


Do. 


Do 
Decided in favor of contestant. 
Decided in favor of contestee. 


Do, 
Undecided. 
poded in favor of contestee. 


Do. 


ent 


offensively, for I shall make no offensive ar agains’ 
body rhor I defy you to show me that the legislation of the State 
0 


inst any- 
ARS is different in principle, in effect, in legal operations, 
from the legislation of the State of Illinois. 

Now let us see what the supreme court of the State of Illinois” 
has said upon that statute, in mind that the construction 
of the statute of Virginia in its operation and effect upon these 
returns settles this question for the contestant or against him. It 
all turns upon the question, in one instance if not in all, but in 
one, upon the construction that is to be given to the power and 
duty of this House in ascertaining what the will of the voter of 
Virginia was when he cast his ot. There is the whole of this 
case, gentlemen. You may quibble about it. You may come 
with your fine facts, your fine anal of principles of law; but 
the whole question turns upon the limitation or the nonlimitation 
of the House of Representatives in determining how far they will 
look into that election and see what was the purpose; the expressed 
intention, of the voters of Virginia in that behalf. PAYNE 
short of that is to wrong a man out of a ch pie by a quibble. 
use the word “quibble” with the highest degree of respect for 
the able gentlemen. They are standing upon nothing else. I do 
not want to make light of their r eee 1 
remember the discussion in this House about the question of the 
ballot in Illinois; and you all remember how a great many of you 
gentlemen were carried away to do what turned out to be, if not 
corrected, a most rank injustice. You followed this same idea 
of technical construction of a statute, and you did a wrong. You 
1 a wrong; but you set it right again later on; and you 

earned a lesson. Here is what the Illinois statute says. This is 
a mandatory law; and the pee pple to the statutes of 
Illinois as mandatory and directory of the principles for the con- 
struction of the statutes of Illinois are just exactly what they are 
as to the construction of the statute of Virginia; no more, and no 
less. Here there was a peremptory statute that a certain ballot 
should be counted and that certain other ballots should not be 
counted. The supreme court of Illinois, in the case of Parker 
against Orr, said: 


It has always been held in this State that if the intention of the voter can 


be sany ascertained by the ballot, though not in strict conformity with the 


law, effect will be given to that intention. 


That is what we claim here to-day. That is what has been held; 
that is the law of every civilized State of the Union; and anything 
short of that would foster in a technical construction of an elec- 
tion board the power to disfranchise a majority of a Congressional 
district or of a State. 

A MEMBER. Read further. 

Mr. GROSVENOR (reading): 

In other words, that the voter shall not be disfranchised or deprived of his 
right to vote through mere inadvertence, mistake, or ignorance, if an honest 
intention can be ascertained from his ballot. * * * Ballots appear in the 
record on which it is clear that the voters 3 to make a cross in the 

roper place to indicate the choice of candidate, but succeeded more or less 


rfectly. It being clear in such cases that the intention was to conform 
e statute, and not to distinguish a ballot, they were properly counted. 


Gentlemen, before you decide this case against the contestant, I 
appeal to you, on behalf of common justice and of plain common 
sense, take these ballots [exhibiting sample ballot], 471 of them, 
and tell me and tell your conscience if you do not know what the 

urpose of these voters was when they put these ballots into the 

x. 

Mr. JENKINS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Yes. I will not set the example that the 
gentleman did by refusing me. 

Mr. JENKINS. I want to ask the gentleman if he does not 
know that these ballots that he has spoken of were never used, 
and that there was no evidence that they were ever used? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I understand it perfectly. 


to 
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Mr. WALKER of Virginia. You will decide that if you just 
take the 5 rors 

Mr. GROS OR. Now, let us see what the rule of law is. 
Ten hundred and seventy-one ballots were burned. What says 
the law of the universe? The man who destroys evidence shall 
not be heard when he wants benefit because of its destruction. 
[Applause.] What is the proposition of the law? The will that 
conveys the real estate of a dead man, if it has been burned, m: 
be proven by oral testimony, and it conveys as good title as thoug 
it was in existence and on record. The promissory note of my 
friend is just as good if it is burned up as it is in evidence if Ican 
prove its contents. So the law recognizes the N and the 
validity of secondary evidence, as we call it. And it is just as 
binding. I said the gentleman stood upon a quibble. I said it 
respectfully. I may be induced to steer away from that propon 
tion after a while. He now says to me, Iknow that these ballots 
have been 1 proven to be secondary evidence.” Iknow it per- 
fectly well. There is the sworn testimony that this is a reproduc- 
tion of the ballots. He says, ‘‘Do not take that as evidence.” 
We do not know whether there are reproductions or not. 

Mr. JENKINS. I made no such claim, and the committee 
makesnosuchclaim. You certainly do not understand this case. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I do understand it a t deal better than 

ou do; but lam not admitting that that is a very large claim. 
ee 

Mr. J S. With all due respect to the gentleman’s power 
of ridicule, the committee nor myself made any such as 
that—that we could not use secon evidence. What I said 
was that that ballot was never in evidence; that the ballots you 
are talking about were never in evidence and never used. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Let us see if this is not more technical 
than ever. I bring my witness into court, who is able to describe 
athing. In order to illustrate his testimony I put a model, ora 

or a drawing of the locus in quo in proof in the case, and 
then the gentleman comes and says that that never was used as 
evidence! We have proved the existence of these ballots—— 

Mr. McCALL of chusetts. If bend paar eam will permit 
an interruption, the point is that the exhibit which you print does 
notcorrespond with the testimony which your own witnesses intro- 
duced as to the character of the ot—that is, there is a discrep- 
ancy between your own illustration and your own testimony. 

Mr. GROSVENOR, That is an entirely different question. 
There is the difference between the gentleman from hu- 
setts and his comembers of the committee, and inasmuch as I find 
a good deal of positive evidence that the gentleman is mistaken 
about other things, I assume the fact to be against him upon this 

int, 
2 HALL. Will the gentleman permit a question? 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Yes, sir. 


Mr. HALL. It is with regard to those 1,021 ballots that were | seminated. 


burned. I understood the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. JEN- 
KINS] to say, and I have ta with other gentlemen who have 
said, in response to questions, that those ballots that were burned 
were burned under these circumstances—and if you have evidence 
to any other effect, I would like to have you call attention to it. 

Mr. GROSVENOR (interrupting). I withdraw my consent, 
I do not want an argument instead of a question, and I am nob 
going to have it, either. The gentleman knows that I am capable 
of taking care of my own time without having an argument inter- 
polated into my So pee a 

Mr. HALL. ell, then, will the gentleman let me ask him a 


plain, 3 uestion? —_ i 
Mr. GR VENOR. I wish you would, if you can ask a plain, 
straight one, and I know you can. 

Mr. HALL. Thank you. My question is this: Has not the 
statement before this House been that those 1,021 ballots were 
burned with the unanimous agreement, consent, and concurrence 
of every one of the ie pe ublican, Democratic, and Popu- 
list—and in pursuance of a uniform custom which had prevailed 
for years under an old law, and that the Walton law contained 
no provision to the contrary? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. The gentleman has seen fit to answer my 
argument before I get through, which is a most unfair way to 
treat a man upon the floor. I had not got to that question, and 
the gentleman knew it. 

Mr. HALL. I thought you were ing the burnt ballots. 

Mr. GROSVENOR, I was discussing the burnt ballots for an 
entirely different p I will come to the point which the 

entleman refers to and then he may ask any questions about it 

t he desires. Mr. S er, this is what I was trying to show 
when I was interrupted. We have come as near to potting in 
11 255 this 3 ballot as it is possible to do. Take page 


4 of the ree report, where there is an extract from the tes- 
ony of Mr. Hess which has never been attempted to be con- 
— by anybody. There was no attack made upon his testi- 
ony either by cross-examinati: 
tradict him, At the precinct 


or by calling witnesses to 


he voted there were eleven | ing 
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Here we have them illustrated in the record, all the names 
scratched except Mr. Yost’s. From the description given by 
witness this illustration is made. Now, tlemen, if you want 
to quibble over that question—and if qon onot—take one of these 

ots and take the testimony of this witness—to-night, before 
you go to bed, before you deny this man his right—take that ballot 
and scratch it as the testimony of the witnesses directs you to do, 
and see if you do not get a complete illustration of the ballot in 
this minority report. I stand upon that. 

Now, let us see what is the fair inference that is to be drawn 
from the destruction of these ballots. In every State in the Union 
that I know anything about where the Australian ballot or any 
of these improved systems of balloting have gone into operation 
the doubtful ballot is the one that is saved. The questionable 


ballots burned. Three of them were scratched with ance 


-ballot is treasured ge the election officers; the 5 


ballots are burned. at is the law of the State of New York; 
that is the law of the State of Ohio; that is the law in every State 
that I know anything about that attempts to have an like 
a fair system of elections, I will give you an illustration. fa the 
State of Ohio there are 2 Democratic ju and 2 Republican, 
1 Democratic clerk and 1 Republican—3 election officers of cach 
party. They count the votes. Evy ballot that has about i 
any mark or any lack of mark which makes it uncertain they 
save, and when they haye concluded the count those ballots about 
which there is no » one are burned. Now, in how many places 
in this case were the ballots burned? In that Congressional dis- 
trict, in that great line of precincts, fifteen in number, I think, 
as shown by the evidence there were these doubtful ballots 
everywh and yet, by some sort of organized judgment, by 
some sort of concurrence, by some sort of mental operation that 
ran through thé minds of the election officers in all those 
cincts, the doubtful ballots were all burned up and the good Pale 
lots were saved. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. If I may interrupt the gentle- 
man again, I do not think he intends to misstate the ony, 
but the evidence clearly shows that fully two-thirds of the so- 
called im ect” ballots were burned; that there was no general 
understanding throughout the district, and that in various pre- 
cincts, with two or exceptions, the district election officers 
ee burned the ballots. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Now, the gentleman is putting his inno- 
cence up t the record. [Laughter.] He is an honest man. 
[Renewed laughter.] Did you ever know of a set of rascals—I am 
Ta stating this by wey. of illustration—to get together and say: 
“We will agree to up all these ballots.” That is not the w: 
that rascals operate. They operate by a sort of consensus of judg: 
ment at the time. And it is a little strange that down in 
districts, where the light of education has not been generally ce 5 

, as appears by this record, there should have been su 
a consensus of opinion that they would burn all the bad ballots 
and none of the good ballots. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin has said that we are making a 
wrong statement when we i that the judges of the election weré 
eee eee e that term. He says it does nos ape 


erst County there was no 
der, Pedlar Mills, Oronoco, Chestnut, Furnace, 


Republican in tics?” Mr. Samuel O. en, 
chairman of the Republican in that county, answers, Yes, 
sir; I know that in every in Amherst County there are 
gasea ublicans to act as election officers.” I refer to page 

27 of the evidence. And this same law that has been invoked as 
a mandatory enactment makes it a duty to elect and put upon 
those election boards Republicans whenever possible. That is 
the e of the law. Vet we find this hap : Repu 
licans left off the election boards; controverted ts vi 
a unanimous consent to burn them up, and the evidence thereby 
destroyed. What is the inference? Every lawyer here knows 
what is the inference from the destruction or withholding of evi- 
dence. What is the law that has been written where no legisla- 
tion can 5 25 it—in the common knowledge and judgment of 
mankind? oever destroys a matter of evidence, 1 1 
keeps it from his opponent—in any wise disables opponen 
from getting possession of it—the law takes that fact and construes 
the unobtainable evidence against the man who is found in de- 

a 

Mr. JENKINS. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 
Mr. GROSVENOR. Certainly. 
has stated that he wants to 


be fair, I want to him whether 92 illing to continue - 
the record w. shows that at five of e very precino 
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which he has been Ne e Republicans were elected and 
refused to serve, and that in every one of those precincts a Popu- 
list was appointed and did serve? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. I did not know there was any such eyi- 
dence. 

Mr. JENKINS. That is the reason I called the gentleman’s 
attention to it, because I believed he wanted to state the matter 


fairly. 

Mr. GROSVENOR. But my friend here [the contestant] says 
there is no such evidence. s 

Mr. JENKINS. Asamember of the committee, I say that such 
is the evidence, and I hold it in my hand. f ? 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Do not understand me as disputing the 
statement. It simply shows a condition of things which indicated 
to the Republicans that there was trouble ahead; and therefore, if 
such was the fact, they would not go upon those election boards. 
There was a condition created, and an advantage taken of it, in 
plain violation of law; and the fair inference of the law is against 
the men who created the condition. j 

The testimony is that in Appomattox County, at Spoutspring, 
New Court-House, Chap, Fores Store, and Stonewall there was no 
Republican representation on the board, although the evidence 
shows that competent Republicans could haye been 3 at 
each of those points. This is not denied even by the clerk of the 
electoral I give you the page where you will find that evi- 
dence—page 445—for I am going to argue this case fairly, even if 
I lose it. 

In Fluvanna County, at Scottsville, Center Hill, and Goodson, 
all of which gave pluralities for the contestee, there was no Re- 

ublican representative. The uncontradicted testimony of L. O. 
5 58 on page 299, shows that at each of those precincts good 
ublicans could have been selected. 

Nelson County, at i Buffalo Ridge, Grapelawn, 
Fabers Mills, May’s store, Lowesville, Montebello, and Slaughter, 
there 2 8 no Bronk eee 1 ana ie 5 aoso 
places they ‘‘slaughtered” the ublican vote. aughter. 

In bee to question 3, on page 312, P. D. Young, a member 
of the electoral board, testifies: 

I think there might have been found voters who can read and 
write in the Republican party who t have been a inted judges of 
election at Slaughter, Grapelawn, Mays Store, Montebello, und Arrington. 

What have we, then, on this branch of the case? And this 
branch alone, decided in favor of the contestant, gives him the 
seat by the concurrent statement of all who have argued this case. 
We have the law of Virginia violated in the organization of the 
electoral boards. We have a ticket attempted to be voted by a 
sufficient number of the qualified voters of the Congressional dis- 
trict to seat the contestant. The tickets are brought here with 
the best evidence that the contestant can produce. Let me take 
the evidence, and I ask if any gentleman who advocates this prop- 
osition, presented here for our adoption by the majority of the com- 
mittee, is able to answer this proposition: Suppose that there 

ight have been Republican officers of election in certain districts 
and they refused to sit, and suppose that where they did sit, by 
concurrent agreement they burned all the ballots; how can that 
fact or either fact prejudice this contestant, if the votes were cast 
for him and if he ought to have had those votes counted? Has he 
been guilty of anything in that behalf? Has he stood by and waived 
anything or any right to which he was entitled because somebody 
else has done something or failed to do something and thus de- 
frauded him of his right to a seat here, which a majority of his 
constituents declared that he should have? Certainly not. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I come to another proposition. I have wit- 
nessed a many curious things in contested-election cases, and 
in their development on the floor of this House, but I have never 
yet witnessed an quite up to the standard of unique and 
1 ity that is involved in that ballot which I now 
hold in my hand. [Applause.] Let an American statesman up- 
hold such a fraud as that, and then answer to his constituents and 
to his conscience if he can! For oncein our lives, we have got the 
thing in our own hands. 

It apposta that there is a large number of uneducated voters in 
that fr Rance district; it appears that nine out of ten of one 
class of t were thoroughly imbued with the spirit of Repub- 
licanism and wanted to vote the Republican ticket. A new law 
had been enacted and for the first time enforced in Virginia; a 
law that the State of Virginia, and I compliment her integrity and 
honor as a State, has repudiated and put the brand of her con- 
demnation upon, and yet we have gentlemen here apologizing 
for that which the Democratic State of Virginia has condemn 
and spewed out of her mouth! [Applause.] It was too bad for 
Virginia. She could not stand it, even on the eve of a Presidential 
election, But it is as balm of Gilead to him who wants to be 
generous to his enemy instead of being just to his country. [Ap- 

use.] Look at this ticket and carry it home with you; get a 
imile of it published in the newspapers of your 23 and 


tell the people, the intelligent, decent people, that you are 


to uphold fraud like that. 
he who runs might read 
Representative in Congress, and they put that fact in roman let-| 


e They printed it, so that 
t it was an occasion to vote fora 


ters, so that there would not be any mistake about it; and yet 
some of the constables appointed to help the illiterate voters, as 
the records show, could not even read these roman letters. I can 
point you to the pages in the record. Then they made seventy-five’ 
editions of that infernal ticket —seventy-five different styles of 
rascality. they are, and you have got to whitewash the 
whole seventy-five or turn this man out. l 3 

What is said for that ticket? Who justifies it? Y, it will be 
said for it, as has been already said in my hearing, that the evi- 
dence does not show how many votes Mr. Yost lost by reason of, 
that ticket. But who put the ticket in motion? Who started 
scheme of villiany? will show you. The electoral board 
Amherst County is composed of three persons, all of whom, in 
1894, were Democrats, and one of them at least, B. R. Harrison, 
is shown to be a partisan. He was not only a member, but was 
secretary of the electoral board, while at the same time he was the 
acting and active chairman of the Democratic county committee’ 
in Amherst County. The cp ee of a sworn election officer, 
holding such an important i ee and being at the same 
time a chairman of one of the political parties contend- 
ing for mastery in the county is manifest, and needs no comment 
at our This avowed isan, after appointing the special 
constable in each of the cts of his county—and I pause here 
for a moment, to let the House understand that fact. 

No conspiracy! Why, Mr. Speaker, there is the Democratic 
chairman of the Democratic county committee doing just what 
eee bl iaire th ee ace of 

e first a constable is provi or the purpose o 
helping the ignorant voters” at each precinct, and my friend 
here from Wisconsin [Mr. JENKINS] has really got wor 
up about it. It shows the truth of the old maxim: Facilis de- 
scensus Averni. He has not only justified the appointment of the 
constables, but has worked himself up to believe that it was done 
to prevent fraud at the election! Here we have the whole state- 
ment in a nutshell. The chairman of the county committee, a 
member of the election board, himself appointed every man who 
was to help the ignorant voter, or mislead the voter, one or the 
other. Now I will show ge exactly what they did. The ma- 
chine” is constructed by the partisan, and we have a machine con- 
structed for the express purpose. It has two elements that are to 
be operative: First, the constables, who alone can aid the igno- 
rant or disabled voters, and second, that ticket; and thus thescheme 
was ve phon and devised to compass the outrage that was com- 
1 after ting the special constabl 

is avowed partisan, appointi e special constable in 
each of the precincts of his county on the Ist day of November, 
1894, only five days before the pee aaa e the names of all 
the ial constables in the Amherst New Era, a newspaper pub- 
lished at the county seat of Amherst County, which was signed 
Beverly R. Harrison, secre of the electoral board.” At the 
same time, andi iately under this notice, Mr. Harrison inserts 
a request in these words: 


The constables above named are * aeons to meet me at my office at 
of November in order 


Amherst Court-House on the 8d da: next, if in order, 
peak give them information y may desire as to duties under 
new election laws. 


BEVERLY R. HARRISON, 
Chairman of the Democratic Executive Committee for Amherst County. 


That is signed by Mr. Harrison as chairman of the Democratic 
executive committee. In one breath he announces officially the 
appointment of the constables Who are, as I will show you directly, 
to control this election; and in the next breath, as chairman 0: 
the county committee, he orders every mother’s son of them to 
come and get his instructions. [A use and laughter.] And 
directly I will show you what their instructions were. Now, 
what are these tickets, first? There are 75 varieties of them. The 
sheet that was let down out of heaven full of creeping things, 
fowls of the air and beasts of the field, did not contain as many 
outrageous things as that, although it contained all manner of 
four-footed beasts and unclean things. Old Peter, hungry though 
he was, when invited to slay and eat, said. No, Lord; nounge ; 
common or unclean ever entered my mouth.” But my frien 
from Wisconsin [Mr. JENKINS] and pv Amnesia [Mr. McCay] 
look upon these unclean things as lovely demonstrations of the 
purity and becoming innocence of elections in the old Common- 
wealth of Virginia. 

Now, let us see what he made those 75 tickets for. The first 
time I saw one of these tickets one of my friends said, Oh, w 
now, there was evidently no p in that.” No, it was one o 
those innocent little things, you know; Roman letters at the 2 
German text at the bottom, and seventy-five varieties of them, 
by accident, all to be marked, or not marked, by those constables, 
who had their instructions twenty-four hours before the 
opened. I read from the testimony of Mr. Harrison before 
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committee of the House, or, in other words, his deposition, I sup- 
pose, page 155, question No. 10: 

The secretary of the Commonwealth sent to me as secretary of the elect- 
oral board a list of all the candidates for Congress in the Tenth 3 
sional district. They were in one order; that is, for example, Jas. Seldon 
Cowden, J. Yost, H. St. Geo. Tucker, C. H. Grove, and Edmund R. Cocke. 
Mr. Yost’s name was the second one from the top in the official 
list. ; ‘ 

AsI 5 3 N upon os gated of able law- 

ese names in order, as we con- 
Zidered 1%, to require the strict eaforcement of this new election law. 

He did it purposely. 

Wo had been informed that circulars had been sent around, and that 
schools of instruction had been organized to instruct the illiterate voters to 
vote one name only on the ticket. e were also informed that the illiterate 
voters had been taught to consult some smart, shrewd politician of his party 
who had first voted, as to the position of the name J. Yost on the ticket, thus 
doing away with the educational qualification of the act. 

This fellow appointed constables who could not read roman 
letters and then printed a ticket in German text, for the purpose 
of defeating the possibility of the voter reading it. And that is 
the purity of the ballot! [Laughter.] 

Q. 11. Were any instructions given the constables of election as to whether 
they should mark the tickets for illiterate voters?—A. 1 read to some of the 
constables the section of the law referring to their duties, and also showed 
them and read to them parts of Judge Bimmons's opinion in the Botetourt 
election case. I also, as well as I can remember, showed them an editorial 
from the Richmond Despatch as to their duties. 

That paper is the organ of the State Democratic committee of 
Virginia, the Richmond Despatch. I have nothing to say against 
the paper, but you will see now the indicia of fraud. Pirst, the 
voter is impeded in his effort to know whom he is going to vote for. 
The election board discovered that the illiterate voter of that 
Congressional district is struggling with his ignorance and trying 
to overcome it; and, following the instructions of the State com- 
mittee, the chairman of the local county committee proceeds, as 
he admits, to put every possible obstruction in the way of the 
voter to make it impossible that he shall vote intelligently. 

Now, when you come to analyze this testimony—for I shall not 
proceed further along this line—you will discover that the con- 
stables, one after the other, refused to aid these illiterate voters. 
If a man was disabled so he could not hold a pencil they assisted 
him; if he was blind they assisted him; but if he could not read 
they followed their instructions, and refused to aid him. Will 
you uphold and indorse such a scheme as that? If so, never again 

rate of honest elections. Shut up your aoe: Do not thun- 
Fs from the East against the South and the West, but admit that 
you are incapable of discovering fraud when all of its elements 
are brought before you. [Applause on the Republican side.] 

Here, then, are facts enough admitted to show, without an 
attempt to make any allowance for that which ought to result an 
flow from that ticket, that the contestant is entitled to his seat; 
and if he can be cheated out of it by the schemes that were oper- 
ated in that Congressional district, then you are only paving the 
way to something newin the future. Here is a new development. 

Now, then, if you will put the stamp of your disapproval on this 
sort of election and stamp this sort of crime you have done a 
good day’s work toward rendering honest and just the elections of 
this country. Do not letanybody get the advantage of a majority 
of the voters. Two things you must find affirmatively. The first 
is that this marked ballot ought to have been counted. The evi- 
dence of it is in the form and construction of the ballot itself, a 
construction which the highest court of the country has given to 
that sort of legislation, and the evident to make away 
with the best evidence of the purpose of the voter by the destruc- 
tion of the ballot. In the second place, you must d that this 
ballot and all that appertains to it was a gross fraud upon the 
party in the election. I do not say that the fact that the Demo- 
cratic county committee ed the appointment of these con- 
stables is alone sufficient, though it is a very bad element. Ido not 
say that the actions of these constables alone is sufficient, though 
it isa very bad element; but I do say that when this ballot is pro- 
duced as the result of the concurrent plan of that chairman and 
this constable, and these ballots were circulated as the only bal- 
lots that could be voted in Amherst County, no man livin 
ought to defend that county of Amherst for one moment. 
ought to be excluded from the count; it ought to be lifted up as 
an impurity, as a vile thing, and taken out of its operation upon a 
pure and earnest constituency, What right has a man to sit in 
the American Con when he has come here by the strangula- 
tion of the very principle of an honest ballot? With that ballotin 
every voting place in the county, it had its inspiration at the 
county seat, had its inspiration with the party who sought to gain 
by it, carried out this infamous conspiracy, so far as the evidence 
of actions can prove it, by the manipulation of every form of 
fraud and the ultimate overthrow of an honest election in that 
district. Iam not afraid that my vote will be criticised by the men 
who are afraid that there was some partisanship in a contested 
election. I am not afraid that my vote will ever be questioned 


upon a contested-election case, the majority of which turns upon 
upholding that ballot and the scheme of its manipulation. [Loud 
applause on the Republican side. } 
r. WALKER of Virginia. I yield to the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. DANIELS] as much time as he wants. 
_ Mr, DANTELS. r. Speaker, Ido not intend to detain the House 
in going through the circumstances that have been discussed with 
so much 1 I desire to say, in the outset, that no person upon 
this floor can have a greater degree of respect for the gentleman 
who is the contestee in this controversy than I myself, 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from New 
York is a very modest man, and I ask that he be heard. He ought 
to be heard. I do not know what side he is on. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. DALZELL). The House will 
be in order. Gentlemen will please be seated and cease conver- 


sation. 

Mr. DANIELS. But in the discussion and consideration of th 
controversy now before the House a vital principle is involv: 
that should not be overlooked, but on the other hand should 
carefully considered and sustained by the action of the House o 

resentatives. The Constitution of the United States has pro- 
vided that so far as the qualifications of the electors for mem- 
bers of Congress are concerned, they shall be dependent upon the 
laws of the State in which the election is held. The langua 
ages 2 found in section 2 of Article I of the Constitution, and it 


The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors 
of the most numerous branch of the State ture. 

That is as far as the Constitution has made concessions to the 
authority of the States over this Li ora subject. It has in 
addition to that provided by another declaration contained in the 
Constitution“ that each House shall be the judge of the qualifi- 
cations and the election of its members.” These are the only 
provisions, according to my recollection, which are embodied in 
and made a part of the Constitution relating to this general sub- 
ject. They, accordingly, do not adopt such arbitrary regulations 
as the State may see fit to adopt concerning the evidence of the 
intention of the voter. The intention, on the other hand, is to be 
one of universal and common adjudication. In the case of the 
State of Illinois, where the ballots were brought up, gentlemen 
will remember that there was no mark upon the ots from 
which the intention of the voter could be surely discovered and 
carried into effect. It was an arbitrary mark, which under the 
3 of the law of the State of Illinois could be accepted or 
re as an indication of the intention of the voter. 

this case, so far as these largely controverted ballots are con- 
cerned, there is no difficulty whatever in ascertaining and deter- 
mining what was the intention of the voter who put the ballot into 
the ballot box. It is true that the legislature of the State of Vir- 
ginia has declared that no candidate’s name shall be considered as 
“ scratched ” unless the pen or pencil mark extends through three- 
fourths of the length of said name, and the inquiry arises here 
whether this House is bound to give the same effect to that provi- 
sion of the law of Virginia as was given to it by the election officers 
in the exercise of their authority, In opposition to the adoption 
of such a construction stand the implications of the Constitution 
of the United States, by which the House of Representatives is 
n enactments of the States only so far as they declare 
the q cations of the voter for the most popular branch of the 
State legislature, who, having those qualifications, is declared to 
be competent to vote for the election of a member of this House. 
That is as far as the Constitution has gone in reco g tho 
authority of theState legislatures over this subject, and by the gen- 
eral provision in another part of the Constitution—that the House 
is to be the judge of the election and qualifications of its own 
members—the idea is practically exeluded that the State of Vir- 
ginia, or any State, can so far legislate as to the evidence of the 
existence of the voter’s intention as to tie us down to the observ- 
ance of any special arbitrary principle or declaration. It has, on 
the contrary, as to this subject, left the House at liberty to look 
into it and to consider whether the evidence appearing before it 
is such as to show what the intention of the voter was, and then 
whether that intention has been carried out in the conclusion that 
has been reached by the election officers of the State. 

In looking at these circumstances we must of course remember 
that the law of the State of Virginia was made simply for that 
State. It was made for the direction of the State officers in the 
exercise of their authority and the performance of their duties, 
and has and can have no power or binding force beyond the limits 
of the State whose legislature enacted it. It certainly can not be 
held to be in any way peculiar that this principle should be a 
pre in this case, because it is of general application, and no ma 

r where the State legislature may intervene in making laws by 
which arbitrary evidence is to be required concerning the inten- 
tion of the voter in casting his ballot, no matter where such legis- 
lation may appear, it has no effect, no control, and can not an 
should not have effect or control, over the action of the House 


1897. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


999 


Representatives. It is simply a State regulation, by which the 
State says to its officers, and can say to no other officers—certainly 
can not say to the members of this House—that, unless the voter 
shall draw his line through three-fourths of the name of any can- 
didate on the ballot that he desires to reject, the name shall not 
be rejected. On the contrary, when evidence comes here which, 
upon natural and reasonable consideration, satisfies the minds of 
the members that the voter intended to vote, according to the 
evidence borne upon the face of his ballot, for one person and not 
for another, then this House must adopt the view that is consonant 
with the intention of the voter, even though it may not be in com- 

lete harmony with the laws of the State where the vote was cast. 
I. is true that the States may prescribe, as they generally have 
prescribed, the form of the vote that is to be given, and may say that 
none but a certain form of ballot shall be used. That is a mode of 
regulating elections that necessarily is exclusive on the of the 
State: but when the ballot is framed in conformity with the laws 
of the State and has through the hands of the voter, and 
he has indicated on the face of that ballot what his intention is as 
to the persons who were candidates for this office, that intention 
should be recognized and carried out by the House of Representa- 
tives more strictly, more thoroughly, more earnestly, than by any 
other body in existence. 

Now, what is the situation here? We have certain ballots that 
were burned, over 1,100 of them, I believe, and that were marked 
in a peculiar manner by the voters who failed to obey and car 
out literally the provision of the law of the State of Virginia wi 
reference to the 8 of ballots. It is to be remembered that 

ne great purpose and object of the laws on this subject should be 
5 protect the illiterate voter, to enable him to express his con- 
victions by the form and manner in Which he prepares his ballot 
and deposits it in the ballot box. He is not the man to read the 
laws of the State. He is not the man to read these restrictions 
upon the exercise of his right of franchise. Ordinarily he can 
know nothing about them, but he knows and believes that, as a 
t of the free Government of the country, when he shows by 
action upon the face of his ballot what his intention is, that 
tention be carried out in pursuance of his wish—certainly 
so when the question comes before the House of Representatives 
of the Uni States. And, Mr. Speaker, what can more clearl 
and unequivocally indicate the intention of the voter upon 
occasion than the ballots, a facsimile of which is spread upon 
the minority report presented here, according to the evidence of 
the witnesses who describe the manner in which the ballots in 
question were marked? 

The ballots themselves were not preserved. They were de- 

stroyed; and why were they destroyed, unless it was for the pur- 
of preventing the 1 of complete, accurate, and 
rfect evidence before this House, or any other body having cog- 
ance of this subject, as to what the voter actually intended to 
do? Upon the face of these ballots, instead of drawing his pen 
through the name, in some instances the voter had made a line, 
r several lines, across the name of the person for whom he did not 
esire to vote. In other instances he has drawn a line, as nearly 
as aman with a tremulous hand would be able to do, through the 
name of the individual that he did not design to vote for. In other 
instances, under the influence of a similar disability—a tremulous 
d—his line has gone above a part of a name, and in others be- 
ow a part of a name. Such appears to be the evidence on which 
the election officers of the State of Virginia concluded that they 
must reject these ballots and not count them for either of the con- 
testing candidates. They were at liberty to conform, and prob- 
ably it was their duty to conform, as officers of that State, to the 
provisions of its law, even though it required the application of a 
mathematical calculation for the pipote of determining whether 
in point of fact the line had gone through three-fo of the 
name upon the ticket. But there is no such restriction here. 

Here the question is, and must be, relative to all election contests 
that are brought before the House, not what the State has said to 
its own officers shall be the peculiar form and evidence of the elec- 
tor’s intention, but whether there is enough on the face of the 
ballot to show what that intention was as a reasonable construction 
of the act of the who has put his vote into the ballot box. 
And when a ballot of this kind appears before the House, and, by the 
ene drawn in this unequivocal manner, the voter has shown that 

e did not intend to vote for the person whose name is partly ob- 
literated by the line, though he may not have drawn the line strictly 
through three-fourths of the name, can we have any doubt what 
our construction of sucha vote should be? Why should the voter 

lace this line upon the name of the candidate at all? Why should 
he endeavor to erase that name from the ticket? And why should 
e carry his intention and his efforts so far as to make the line 
apply to every other person except one candidate upon the ticket 
ess he intended his act to be unequivocal evidence to the body 

at liberty to consider the effect of it that he did not intend to vote 
‘or aiy one of these persons whose names were in this manner 

y obliterated? - 


That is the natural supposition presenting itself to the mind of 
any 2 85 5 exercising his reason or experience upon a subject of 
this kind. If you place such a ticket so marked before even an 
illiterate person and ask what is meant when that line is drawn 
through all the other names except one on the face of the ticket, 
his answer would be unequivocal, without a moment's reflection 
or hesitation, that the person who made those marks upon the 
ticket did not intend to vote for either of those persons but in- 
tended to have it known and understood that no one of those per- 
sons whose name was affected by this act of obliteration was the 
candidate of his choice; but, on the other hand, when, taking the 
entire ticket into consideration, it is seen that he leaves one name 
upon the face of the ticket entirely unaffected by his act, every- 
one will say the voter has clearly indicated his intention to vote 
for that man and not for the others on the ticket. There is no 
man in this House who can take this ticket in hand and looking 
at it declare his conviction to be that any other p was 
indicated by the voter when he finished marking the ticket and 
had it put into the ballot box. Under these circumstances it is 
ce y narea the imperative duty of this House to carry into 
effect what clearly appears to have been the determination of the 
voter himself, 

You are asked here to determine who was elected; and what 
better evidence of an election can possibly be presented than the 
unequivocal circumstance that the voter has drawn his line or 
attempted to draw his line through every other name on the ticket 
except one, which he leaves entirely unaffected and undisturbed? 
Who can say there is any possibility of doubt of the intention of 
the voter when these acts were performed by him, and with their 
evidence the ballot was placed in the ballot box? Why, sir, the 
matter would seem to be beyond possible controversy. And when, 
as appears here, these ballots were destroyed, were burned, with 
these evidences upon them, the party who now objects to the in- 
sufficiency of this evidence can have no good ground to stand 
upon, because we are to take the best evidence of the intention of 
the voter that can be or has been supplied, which, in this case, is 
the description given of these Parna ballots from the memory of 
witnesses who were familiar with them. Such evidence is spread 
upon the record. There is no doubt or dispute that so far as con- 
cerns the recollection of witnesses who saw these ballots and were 
cognizant of the di tion made of them by the officers of the 
election—there can be no doubt that these witnesses fully under- 
stood what was the import of those ballots and were able to tes- 
tify when brought before the commissioner or notary as to the 
peculiar marks on those ballots. These witnesses have given the 
very best evidence that the nature of the case admits of. They 
have given a description of these ballots with such a degree of 
accuracy and uniformity as to leave nosubstantial conflict or dis- 
crepancy in their statements. Those witnesses stand before the 
House giving their evidence intelligently—describing fully the 
appearance of these ballots—describing them so accurately that a 
fair representation of them has been produced from the record for 
the consideration of the House. 

Mr. DOLLIVER. How many votes were affected by those 
imperfectly marked ballots? 

. DANIELS. Either 1,071 or 1,021. There is no dispute as 
to the number, although those tickets have disappeared. 

It is objected here that the ticket should not have that degree 
of effect as will change the declared result of the election, because 
of the inability to pore for whom the ballots were deposited in 
the ballot boxes. But as has been correctly stated, and I may be 
at liberty to repeat it here, because the principle is a correct one, 
where the evidence of a fact is destroyed, the parties who were 
e in it, or in whose interest the destruction takes place, 
are not at liberty to say that the evidence should have no effect 
against them or against him if it had not been destroyed in the 
manner it anoe to have been destroyed in this case. On the 
contrary, where testimony has been destroyed, or where it has 
been obliterated, in whole or in pee by the act or in the interest 
of a party, the presumption is that it would weigh against that 
party in case it was produced, in the opinion of the body who is 
called upon to take izance of it, and whose action may be 
controlled by the facts that such evidence should present. at 
is a substantial and well-settled principle followed in all of the 
courts of the country, and one that commends itself to the com- 
mon sense and reason of every individual who reflects upon it. So 
that we have in the fact of the destruction of 1,021 or 1,071 bal- 
lots a degree of evidence that is certainly persuasive, in this, that 
probably a large number of votes, and a sufficient number to have 
more than changed the result as the returns have been made in 
this election in favor of the contestant against the contestee, were 
destroyed and not counted. We can not close our eyes to the evi- 
dence existing in reference to this matter. We can not reject the 
conviction, or say that the evidence is not entirely conclusive as 
to the intention of the voter, but we are called upon to act with 
the greatest degree of consistency, and 1 might say of inconsist- 
ency also, to give effect to the law of the State rather than the 


| 

fie ballet in eee eee eee e 

ihis ballot in the ds of those persons who deposited it in that | pl 

iform in the box. eee pgs g oCo ORTO 
ing, to affect the opinion or the action of this body, than the in- 

22 wit mince bis balioe Ie this mamma? 

Why, they say, and ee kete Pa a device to entrap the 
orant voters, that unless you draw a line through 1 hg 
the name, your vote s be lost; it shall count for n 

Where there is oma comma an ren song oft 
intelligent portion of the community, and ae the most 

FFF 

ap no ciple, use un 
cumstances, would m. probably be familiar with 
of the enactment. 27... D agar y ayaa 
necessity of r rear igen line through three-fourths of the name, 
They would ordinarily say, “I marked the ballot to indicate m 
8 1 to give effect to ff. 
Under all circumstances I ee ee 
Siy sai opia FF — fiih 

HOLICK. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 


Mr. DANIELS. Certainly. 

Mr. HULICK. T understood from what you stated that as this 
is a contest as to who shall be entitled to a seat here, test- 
ant or the contestee, we should look to discover, i posable, the 
intention of the voter, and and disregard 
this line shall be drawn through three-fourths of Race 
castors on m asco vows this were o comise in the State 

irginia, and you giving your 

judgment and o nee ge wo you the statute 

State of Virginia and, without regard to letter of the 

law, determine what was the intent of the voter, and let that have 

3 than the technical language or requirement of the 
statute? 

Mr. DANIELS. I will say in answer to the gentleman from 
Ohio that, ee — sasun S 
unjust as i is, certainly to voter, were acting 
Vi where the law is ‘entitled to full force and effect, not- 

withstanding the imposition of the restriction, at variance neces- 
path with the exercise of the franchise by illiterate people, I 
sho conform to the law, because it would be the law of the State 
and in force there. But it is not in force here. A different sys- 
3 resented. We are possessed of power in our own 
right. This law has no extraterritorial effect, and when a ques- 
tion comes here to the House it is for it to say who was 
because under the Constitution it has the power to judge of the 
election, qualifications, and returns of its own members. 

Mr. HULICK. Let me ask the gentleman another question, 

In the State of Ohio we the voter to put a cross mark be- 
FCC tor Ee be taste heroin Now, 
su he were only F 
i that he intended to vote for that candidate? And would 
the gentleman apply the strict rule in the State and reject the 
ro and in Congress here determine the true intent of the voter? 
DANIELS. No; I am not preparez to say that I would 

y the rule there, for the reason that 1 

3 eee 8 language ot the 
statutes of many upo is of an arbitrary 
character. There isn 6320202000 
it is a cross mark or a fin 1 
tention of 3 that mark upon his ballot; and it 
is only because the laws of the State have given it a special sig- 
nificance that it becomes an important circumstance; While hare 
in this instance the voter has placed upon his ballot a mark which 
has a natural and reasonable and shows what his in- 
tention was in Pens eres there. 

Mr. GROS OR. Will the gentleman from New Kasana 
me? Under the legislation of Ohio the most liberal decisions ha’ 
been made, the courts even going beyond the court of Illinois, bas- 

their decisions upon the ground that it is å simple question of 
t the actual intent of the voter was. 

Ir. DANIELS. That is what we have done in this House. 

ater: BRUMM. The decisions in Pennsylvania are the same, that 

fde 


hierogl c will answer the 
DANES. Even under the whl oh provisionsof thelaws 


& et States; and I say if the manner in which the mark was 
made showed the intention of the voter, although it may not have 
been a literal compliance with the requirement, yet when we could 
see what the intention was we have given effect to that intention 
in the cases that have been brought before this House. 

Mr. MoCALL of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him one question? 

Mr. DANIELS. Yes. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Do I understand the gentle- 
man to say that if he were a judge sitting in Virginia he would 


hold that this particular provision of the statute was mandatory, 


5 order a vote counted which failed to com- 


2 n 
Probably. 
Mr. MOGALE st of Massachusetts. I understood you to say that, 
Mr. DANIELS. I say I might do that if I were acting under 
the laws of the State of Vi 
er OTe Will my e allow me to ask him one ques- 
on? 


Mr. DANIELS. ee 
Mr. FOOTE. What would have been the difference in the result 
of this election if these votes in which you claim the intention wag 
clearly shown had been counted as you claim they should have 
been counted? 
Mr. DANIELS. It is conceded here, as I understand 
the discussion before the Homes at as questions which I p ut to 
tlemen and have been answered indicate the fact aig that 
r py eaae Banger magia 
Mr. TUC: Not at all. The gentleman is entirely mise 


E DANIELS. The contestant himself says he would have a 
plurality of 22; thatis, 5 
as to the 1.021 or the 1,071 that were 
apa iiaa evidences of the intention of the voter; and I may say 125 

reference to what the gentleman from Massachusetts 
e 

5 er . cance is provided 5 
5 erent from this case. Suppose 
e uired to be placed upon. 
the should fail to do it, but should draw a line 
name of the person that he did not intend to vote for, ther 
should write out, what would make the thing still more signi 
cant, the words: 


r tds name becsuse I do not intend or desire to vote 


The State authorities would say, We are bound by the State 
law, and we must rej ect this ballot, as not properly marked, 
not having that t marke upon it which the State law has 
said shall be the only evidence of the voter’sintention;” but when 
it comes up here, this House is not restricted or controlled by that 
eee: of the law of the State. It is entitled to look at the evi - 

f the intention of the voter, and to judge and determine 
the election by reason and in view of that intention. If that is 
not to be done, then the States are furnished with a weapon by 
which they may require a conformation by the voter to any unreae 
sonable provision contained in the State law, or else that he shall 
lose the t of his vote. 

They may in this manner exclude from the ballot box, exclude 
from the benefit of the election, illiterate man who may be 
found in a State; and certainly this {ouse would never be willin 


, of this Dwars cos On the other hand, we 
continue to do so—looked at 


intention was. Here we are to go upon more fai riera 2 principles, 


the legis- 
latures of the States. We are not to sanction the exercise of 


shall be entirely destroyed 
olly obliterated. 
FFF 
t in this House we are not to 
where an election was hel 
w York be good enough to te 


voter, is the one by which we are to be 3 in our conduct 


mpar a contest of this character. 
BAILEY. My und is that in the absence of a 
Federal statute the election of members of this House 


the only law is the State law, and that unless a man be elected 
accor to that law he can not be elected at all. 

Mr. DANIELS. WEAR AMA dome 
tham the Constitution will sanotion, [Laughter.] Undou ly 


this important subject here. When the 
uires it to be, to let no vote 

3 the State has exercised its 
authority; but when a voter has taken the ballot and designed to 
indicate an expression of his will and his intention and has put 
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mmequivocally what that intent was upon the ballot, then I say 
That this House, judging of the qualification and election of its 
‘members, is in duty bound to give effect to that evidence of inten- 
tion rather than to a restriction which leaves it to the arbitrary 
requirements of a State that may be inconsistent with the exer- 
‘cise of that benign authority. That is as far as we propose to go 

re. It is as far as this case requires that any member of this 

ouse shall go. And we say here, in the exercise of this over- 
ruling power 5 by the Constitution to the House of Represent- 
atives, that when we have unequivocal evidence of the fact of 
what the intention of the voter is, we shall 
into effect. 

What will be the consequences if we do not doso? What will 
be the result if any other principle be adopted? Why, it will be 
that any State in the Union, no matter what its di ition may 
be, will be entitled to throw around the exercise of this franchise 
such restrictions as can not ibly be complied with by any illit- 
erate or ignorant person, and consequently the entire vote of the 
community, so far as aya mF are concerned, shall be rejected 
and count for nothing. House will hesitate long before it 
will concede to the legislature of any State in this Union that 

wer over the exercise of the elective franchise by the voters of a 
tate. On the contrary, when we come to see who is to receive 
the majority of that exercise of the intention of the voter, when 
we come to see where the result is, it is our duty to give effect to 
that result and carry into effect the intention of the voter, and 
not permit the legislatures of the States to fritter this away and 
destroy the existence of this right of suffrage on the part of the 
citizen by any restriction of so unreasonable a character as is pro- 
posed by its legislature. It strikes me we have no difficulty in the 
way of a member that shall be sitting here to-day. But the House 

place now its condemnation upon the exercise of any such 
authority as shall apparently be intended to exclude the possibility 
of illiterate voters expressing their@ntentions as to their candidate 
atthepolls in the exercise of the privilege of the elective franchise. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had agreed to the report of the commit- 
tee of conference, and had further insisted ppon its amendments 
numbered 8 and 4 to the bill (H. R. 9638) making appropriations 
7 — the support of the Army for the fiscal year en June 30, 


carry that intention 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HULL. Mr. S. T, [desire to submit a conference report 
on the Army appropriation bill. 

The conference report was read, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments of the Senate to the (H. R. 9638) making app: ja- 
e E tres coshateice AVO RESOA L FEARS mad 

nee have a; recomm: 
to their ve Honses as follows: eee 

That the House e its a a nn to the amendments of the 
Senate numbered 1, 2, and 5, and agree to the same, 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the 


Senate num and agree to the same with ents as follows: 
Strike out the by said amendment and strike out 


mat inserted Senate 
SF na i oy wi RS ad om elicitin, Pomona a5 to and 
3 “duty,” in line 19, same page; and agree same, 
On ame numbered 8 and 4the committee of conference has been 
una agree. 


J. A. T. HULL, 

R. WAYNE PARKER, 

GEO. B. McOLELLAN 
Managers on the part of the House. 

M. S. QUAY. 

EUGENE 

JO. G. S. BLACKBURN, 

on the part of the Senate. 
The statement of the conferees on the part of the House is as 


follows: 
STATEMENT. 


The conferees to the following: 
No. t — abeg promotions in the Signal Corps below the rank of 
1 


0. 2. Is a verbal correction, and leaves the bill the same. 
0. * Increases the amount appropriated for the Signal Corps from $15,000 


0. 6. As strikes out the entire proviso, which provides for de- 

g enlisted men . 

FFF 4. These amendments relate to the 

y and Navy hospitals at Hot Springs, Ark., and reverse the action of the 
ouse in this matter as decided by a vote of the House when the bill 


bill was un- 
Senate conferees consent to any change in 


J. A. T. HULL. 
e R. WAYNE PARKER. 

Mr. HULL. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House adopt that 
part ae the conference report on which there has been an agree- 
men 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HULL. I now move that the House insist upon ifs dis- 
agreement as to the other items and ask for a further conference. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr, 


consideration, the 
the Senate amendment. 
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DALZELL) spasm as conferees on the part of the House My 
HULL, Mr. PARKER, and Mr. MCCLELLAN. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follo 
To Mr. DAYTON, for five days, on account of important business 
5 Mr. BROSIUS, for the remainder of this week, on account of 
ess. 
YOST VS. TUCKER. 


Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, in accordan 
with the request of many members, I would like to try to com 
to an agreement as to the time when the vote shall be taken upon 
the pending contested-election case. I understand that the other} 
side are willing that some hour shall be fixed for taking the vote, 
and I will ask my friend from Virginia [Mr. WALKER] what he! 
r. WAL Of Virgini Mr. Speaker, I hardl 

A of Virginia. 5 „I can y sa 
what time would suit. I have requests from four or five gentlée-, 
men who have expressed a wish to upon the case to- | 
row, and I desire to submit some remarks upon it pyr j 
think it is hardly probable that we shall reach a vote before 4 
o’clock 1 5 o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts. I understood from the gentle- 
man earlier in the afternoon that he would be satisfied to have the 
vote taken at 3 o’clock or half past 3 to-morrow, and now, in or 
that members may have some definite knowledge on the subject, 
I ͤ V at half past 4 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WALKER of Virginia. I have no objection to that. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. ' 

The House then, on motion of Mr. PAYNE (at 5 o’clock and 6 
minutes p. m.), adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the follo executive commu 

parsons were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred aS 
‘ollows: 

A letter from the Acting Secre of the Navy, replying to the 
House resolution of January 14, 1897, as to the cost of repairs to 
the frigate Constitution—to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 5 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, submitting 
estimate of appropriation for services of a commissioner to nego- 
tiate with the Crow, Flathead, and other Indians—to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

A letterfrom the Acting Sop get of the Treasury, transmitting, 
with a communication from G. W. Parks, a recommendation for 
an appropriation for compensation of officers of election in Utah 
and of the Utah Commission—to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, asking for 
an estimate of the probable amount of space required for the pres- 
ent and ive needs of the House of Representatives for the 
storage of documents, papers, etc.—tothe Committee on Accounts, 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, sub- 
mitteda F (No. 2517, part 2) on the bill of th 


House (H. ) raf, Sy 6 tions for the current an 
contingent expenses of the h partment and for depen, | 
treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes for the fiscal y 
ending June 30, 1898, and for other Sad ei which said report was 
1 8 8 to the Committee of the ole House on the state of the 

nion. . 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which was 
referred the bill of the Senate (S. 1296) entitled An act to com- 
mission Ten assistant surgeons in the United States Navy, and 
to provide for their examination preliminary to their promotion to 
the grade of surgeon,” reported the same without amendment, 
accompanied by a 2 (No. 2581); which said bill and report 
were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. ELLIS, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to which 
was referred the bill of the House 15 R. 9493) to amend an act 
entitled An act to forfeit certain lands heretofore ted for 
the purpose of aiding in the construction of rai , and for 
other p „approved September 29, 1890, and the several 
acts e 17 — thereof, re be — a e 
accom ya (No. ; which sai and repo’ 

5 of the Whole House on the stats 
of the Union. 
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Mr. McCLELLAN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 9822) for the rec- 


ognition of the officers of the Army to whom the Congressional 
medal of honor has been awarded, reported the same without 
amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2585); which said bill 
and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred House bill No. 10022, reported 
in lien thereof a bill (H. R. 10090) to amend the act entitled “An 
act to regulate commerce,” accompanied by a report (No. 2586); 
which said bill and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. BRODERICK, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the veto m e of the President upon the 
bill of the House (H. R. 9469) entitled An act to constitute a 
new division of the eastern judicial district of Texas, and to pro- 
yide for the holding of terms of court at Beaumont, Tex., and for 
the appointment of a clerk for said court,” reported the same with 
the recommendation that said bill do pass, the objections of the 


P 
President to the contrary notwithstanding, accompanied by a 


report (No. 2587); which said veto message, bill, and report were 
— 5 to the House Calendar. l 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 


Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. GRIFFIN, from the Committee on Military Affairs: 
The bill (H. R. 4846) for the relief of John W. Stevens. (Report 
No. 2577. 

By Me BAKER of Kansas, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions: The bill (H. R. 6329) granting a pension to Charles H. Car- 
low.. 12 rt No. 2578.) i ‘ 

By Mr. PICKLER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 8990) increasing pension of William H. Nevitt 
from $12 to $30 per month. (Report No. 2579.) i 

By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: The 
bill (H. R. 7 55 to increase the pension of John M. Robinson. 
(Report No. 2580.) : : d 

By Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 8117) for increase of pension of Charles B. Eades, 
Hopkinsville, ate (opori No. 2582.) : 

By Mr. THO , from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (H. R. 5936) grann 
topher C. Bradley. (Report 


an increase of pension to Chris- 
0. 2583.) 


PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: $ 

By Mr. MORSE: A bill (H. R. 10079) for the erection of a monu- 
ment to Peter Charles L'Enfant in the city of Washington, 
D. C.—to the Committee on the Library. 

By Mr. FISCHER: A bill (H. R. 10080) for appointment of com- 
mission to report on Romer Shoals, harbor of New York, as a suit- 
able site for erection of fortification and seacoast defense—to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 7 

By Mr. LIVIN STON: A bill (H. R. 10081) for the protection 
of railway mail clerks while in the discharge of their official 
duties—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. NORTHWAY: A bill (H. R. 10082) for the development 
and encouragement of silk, flax, and ramie culture and their prep- 
aration and manufacture in the United States under the supervi- 
sion of the Secretary of Agriculture—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

By Mr. CORLISS: A bill (H. R. 10091) torepeal sections 2 and 
8 of an act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the purchase of a site 
and the erection of a public building thereon at Detroit, Mich.,” 
approved March 2, 1885—to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: A resolution (House Res. No. 500) au- 
thorizing the printing of 5,000 copies of The Cotton Plant—to the 
Committee on Printing. 


PRIVATE BILLS, ETO. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as follows: 7 : 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 10083) granting a pension to 
Henry H. K. Elliott to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BURRELL: A bill (H. R. 10084) to increase the pension 
of Martin Schubert to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CURTIS of New York: A bill (H. R. 10085) for the re- 
lief of Elnora Shuman, widow of John Shuman, deceased, an 
foster mother of W. E. Shuman and James F. Shuman, both de- 
ceased—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 8 

By Mr. HULING: A bill (H. R. 10086) for the relief of St. 


John’s Catholic Church, at Summersville, Nicholas County, W. 
Va.—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HULL: A bill (H. R. 10087) for the relief of James 
McKenzie—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 10088) to increase the pension of 
Louise A. Rice—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MILNES: A bill (H. R. 10089) for the relief of Israel 
Boyer—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETO. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows: p 

By 1 Hag ie reals the W oan Christian Tem- 

rance on o eville, .„ urging the passage of sun 

ills—to the Committee on the Judiciary. ay 
By Mr. BINGHAM: Petition of citizens and business firms of 
elphia, Pa. representing the advisability of putting a duty 

on hides—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BROWN (by uest): Petition of Albert G. Davis 
Post, No. 76, Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Ten- 
nessee, urging the of a service-pension bill to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COUSINS: Petition of 12 citizens of Springdale, Iowa, 
praying for the allowance of a bounty of 15 cents per bushel on 
corn and 8 cents per pound on pork—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, 

By Mr. HOWE: Resolutions of the State council of Junior 
Order United American Mechanics of the State of New York, re- 
e ie recognition of Cuba as a free and independent gov- 
ernment—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HURLEY: Petition of the Lehigh Valley Creosoting 
Company, asking that cares Sap ms tar or dead oil of coal tar’ 
be on the free list—to the Committee on Ways and Means, 

y Mr. KYLE: Petition of Harriet A. Cheairs, executrix of the 
estate of Thomas D. Cheairs, deceased, late of Marshall County 
Miss., praying that her claim may be referred to the Court of 

ms in her capacity of executrix, to correct the former refer- 
ence to the Court of Clai to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MADDOX: Petition of Sarah J. Key’s estate, of Bartow 
County, Ga., praying that her war claim be referred to the Court 
8. Claims under the Bowman Act—to the Committee on War 

ims. 


By Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts: Resolutions of the Middle- 
sex County (Mass.) Fourth-Class Postmasters’ Association, in 
favor of the e of House bills Nos. 3348 and 8351, relating to 
the pay of fourth-class tmasters—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post- Roads. 

By Mr. REYBURN: Petition of Mantua Lage 8 0. 160, Brother- 

of Railroad Firemen, protesting against the passage of House 
bill No. 9120, amending an act relating to the use of automatic 
couplers and continuous brakes on railway trains—to the Commit- 
tee on Interstate and Fo: Commerce. 

By Mr. STEWART of Wisconsin: Resolution of the Wisconsin 
National Guard, requesting the of Senate bill No. 1169, 
authorizing the Secre of War to issue Springfield rifles to the 
National Guard of each State and Territory in exchange for other 
rifles now held—to the Committee on the Militia, 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 21, 1897. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 


ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the 55 of the Navy, transmitting, in response to 
a resolution of the 12th instant, information as to whether Isaac 
Walker & Sons, of Philadelphia, Pa., who are engaged in con- 
structing additions and making repairs on the naval hospital at 
Brooklyn, N. Y., have violated, or are violating, or suffering vio- 
lations of the act of Congress of August 1, 1892, commonly known 
as the “eight-hour labor law,” and also whether like violations 
are being committed by P. J. Carlin, a contractor, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., etc.; which was referred to the Committee on Education 
and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, — 


The VICE-PRESIDENT 5 the petition of T. O. Daniel 
and sundry other citizens of the city of Washington, praying for 
the passage of Senate bill No. 1515, to incorporate the Columbia 
Telephone Company, of the District of Columbia; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of Washington Camp, No. 
29, Patriotic Order Sons of America, of Merchantville, N. J., 
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praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented petitions of the Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
of the Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church, of the Emanuel Bap- 
tist Church, and of the Christian Citizenship Union, all of Cam- 
den, N. J., praying for the passage of Senate bill No. 2485, to 
further protect the first day of the week as a day of rest in the 
District of Columbia; which were referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PEFFER presented a memorial of the People’s Party Club 
of Leavenworth, Kans., remonstratin inst the enactment of 
legislation proposing to increase the salaries of Senators and Con- 
gressmen, and to lengthen the term of the Presidential office; 
which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented a petition of a committee on moral, civil, and 
religious reform of Kansas, praying that peaceable relations be 
maintained between the United States and other nations; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. McBRIDE presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian 
‘Temperance Union of Oregon, praying for the enactinent of legis- 
lation raising the age of consent to 18 years in the District of 
Columbia and the Territories; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. : 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Oregon, praying for the passage of Senate bill No. 
2846, to protect State antigamblinglawsfrom nullification through 
interstate 5 by La ar telephone, and otherwise, etc.; 
which was referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Oregon, praying for the passage of Senate bill No. 
2485, to further protect the first day of the week as a day of rest 
in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented a memorial of the Michigan State 
board of health, remonstrating againstthe passage of Senate bill 
No. 1552, for the further prevention of cruelty to animals in the 
District of Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Michigan State board of 
health, praying for the enactment of legislation to 88 a per- 
manent census service; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Census, 

Mr. ELKINS presented a petition of 100 citizens of Bethany, 
W. Va., and a petition of sundry citizens of Mercer County, 
W. Va., praying Congress to recognize the independence of Cuba; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Yesterday I presented a petition of the 
National Humane Society, and, hee Geer, eat Ae it, several letters 
from presidents and other officers of colleges and universities, and 
it was ordered to be printed as a document. 

I now desire to present letters from F. Wagner, president of 
Morgan College, Baltimore, Md.; Galusha Anderson, of the fac- 
seer of the University of Chicago; J. Braden, president of the Cen- 

Tennessee College, of Nashville, Tenn.; William C. Wilkinson, 
connected with the University of Chicago; J. W. Bissell, presi- 
dent of Upper Iowa University; Agnes Repplier, of Philadelphia, 
and Roland Hale, of Sewanee, Tenn., in behalf of the Bishop of 
Tennessee, praying for the passage of the bill to restrict vivisection 
in the District of Columbia. 

I ask unanimous consent that these letters may be printed in 
connection with the petition and letters that were yesterday or- 
dered ey as a document, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
ponn: and the letters will be printed as requested, and lie on the 

e. 

Mr. GALLINGER presented a petition of the Woman’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union of Peterboro, N. H., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Phillips bill, providing for the appointment of 
a nonpartisan commission to collate information and to consider 
and recommend legislation to meet the problems presented by 
labor, agriculture, and capital; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Peterboro, N. H., praying for the passage of Senate 
bill No, 1498, to punish the carnal and unlawful knowing of any 
female under the age of 18 years in the District of Columbia and 
the Territories; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Peterboro, N. H., praying for the passage of Senate 
bill No. 2485, to further protect the first day of the week as a day 
of rest in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman's Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Peterboro, N. H., praying for the passage of Senate 
bill No. 2846, to protect State anti bling laws from nullifica- 


tion through interstate gambling by telegraph, telephone, and 
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otherwise, etc.; which was referred to the Committee on Interstate 
Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union, signed by Frances E. Willard, president, and Katha- 
rine L. Stevenson, corresponding secretary, praying for the enact- 
ment of legislation regulating the sale of intoxicating liquor in the 
District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Mrs. Matilda S. Ellis, 
of Philadelphia, Pa., and six petitions of citizens of Philadelphia, 
Pa., praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to 
second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. : 

He also presented the memorial of T. J. Ham, editor of th 
Wayne County (Pa.) Herald, remonstrating against the passage 
of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; 
wiih was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


8. 

He also presented a petition of the Woman's National Indian 
Association, praying for the enactment of legislation in the inter- 
est of the Indians of the country; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WHITE presented sundry petitions of citizens of California, 
praying for the enactment of legislation prohibiting the sale of in- 

xicating liquors in any building owned and controlled by the 
Government; which were refe to the Committee on Public 
Buildi and Grounds, 


Mr, CULLOM presented the memorial of A. N. Marquis & Co. 
publishers, of Chicago, III., remonstrating against the 0 
the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail matter; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Illinois State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation, praying tor an increase of the eaves ee for the main- 
tenance of the Bureau of Education; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

He also presented a petition of the Chicago Jewelers’ Associa- 
tion, of Chicago, a bee ing for a restoration of the former duty 
of 10 per cent on poli diamonds; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin presented the petition of John 
C. Spencer, president, and H. B. Wilkins, secretary, of the Mer- 
chants and Manufacturers’ Association of Milwaukee, Wis., pray- 
ing for the passage of the so-called Torrey bankruptcy bill; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. z 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of the Young Men’s Baptist 
Social Union of Boston, Mass., praying for the ratificati the 
arbitration treaty; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, 

He also presented the petition of Charles B. Blake & Co., of 
Lynn., Mass., praying for the passage of the so-called Torrey 
. bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of 87 members of the Young 
People’s Society of Christian Endeavor, of Woburn, Mass., pray- 
ing for the enactment of legislation prohibiting the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors in the Capitol paler, which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented the petition of Benjamin F. Trueblood, editor 
of the Advocate of Peace, of Boston, Mass., praying for the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail mat- 
ter, after certain amendments have been made in regard to sam- 
pie copies of legitimate monthly, weekly, and quarterly papers to 

carried at the pound rate, and also praying Congress to pro- 
hibit theinterstate transportationof obscene matter through the 
mails; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN ee the memorial of R. B. Enslow, publisher 
of the Argus, of Alexandria, Nebr., remonstratin inst the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to e on A mail mat- 
ter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. HO AR presented a petition of the Congregational min- 
isters of Boston, Mass., praying for the enactment of legislation 
to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol building; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 


Grounds, 

He also presented the petition of W. H. Brock & Co., publish- 
ers of the Healthy Home, of Athol, Mass., remonstrating against 
the ge of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class mail 
matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the Tremont Temple Church, of 
Boston, Mass., praying that all churches and religions societies 
join in an appeal to the Senate of the United States to ratify the 
arbitration treaty with England; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. GEAR presented the memorial of J. R. Caffyn, publisher 
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of the Collegian, of Fayette, Iowa, remonstrating the pas- 
sage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to r mat- 
ter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 


ar BAKER as ted dry to the bill 
8 presented sun papers to accompan 

(S. 3323) granting an increase of pension to John 8. e e 
which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


SENATOR FROM DELAWARE, 


Mr. CHANDLER. I rise to a privileged question. I presenta 
per connected with the vacant seat from the State of Delaware 
In the Senate, which I ask to have read. : 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
DELAWARE, ss: - 
Boe it known that the l of the State of Delaware did, on the 20th 
gay ck January, in the year of our Lord 1897, at an election in due manner 
T of said State 
in such case made „ ward Addicks to be a Senator 
Senate of the United States forthe constitutional 
of our Lord 1895. 
the said act of the general assembly 


d year aforesaid. 
apa ei ue 5 —5 the Senate. 
8 Oj 
` — A 
0 Ouse Ves. 
GEO. W. RO 


Clerk of the Senate. 
CHAS. R. HASTINGS, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. GRAY. I should like to ask the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire from what source he procured that remarkable paper? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Iam 888 to answer that it was 
handed to me by Mr. Addicks, who believes himself to have been 
lawfully elected a Senator from the State of Delaware and entitled 
to be sworn in to-day as the Senator's colleague; but in view of 
the fact that I presented last week the memorial of Mr. Du Pont, 
setting out that he still claims to be entitled to the vacant seat 
from Delaware, which memorial has been referred to the Com- 
5 i on Privileges and Elections, I will defer ing that Mr. 
Addicks may be sworn in until the Committee on 23 and 
Elections have considered both sets of credentials. I ore ask 
that this paper may be referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made, in the ab- 
gence of objection. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


eed to; and the bill was postponed in 
‘LL of Wisconsin. 0 


Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 8671) to remove the charge of desertion 
from the military record of Anthony O’Grady, alias John Davis, 
rted it without amendment, an: submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 280) to prohibit the sale of intoxicat- 
ing drinks to Indians, providing penalties therefor, and for other 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 


ereon. 

Mr. ELKINS, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 9865) extending the time for the comple- 
tion of the bridge across the East River, between the city of New 
York and Long Island, now in course of construction, as author- 
ized by the act of Congress approved March 8, 1887, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 6552 ting increase of pension to Alex- 
ander C. Morrison, it without amendment, and submit- 
ted a report thereon. ; 
- He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 6472) granting a pension to Olive M. Lewis, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 

He also, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 3349) to enable the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia to refuse a it to erect stables on 
lot 43, square 358, in the city of W. „in the District of 


Columbia, reported it without amendment, and submitted a 
report thereon. 

. PETTIGREW, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 
whom was referred the amendment submitted by Mr. NELSON 
December 21, 1896, intended to be proposed to the Indian appro- 
priation bill, favorably thereon, and moved that it be 
referred to e i on Appropriations and printed; which 
was 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 8895) to amend an act entitled An act for the relief and 
eee or ts the ree a Indians ~ eee 3 
approv an reported it without amendment. 

Mr. McMILLAN from the Committee on Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 3507) to provide for light-houses and 
other aids to navigation, reported it without amendment, and 
submitted a thereon. s 

Mr. HA Y. From the Committee on Military Affairs I re- 
port back the bill (S. 1184) for the relief of ETA 0 tors 
who served during the war of the rebellion, and ask that the com- 
mittee be from its consideration, and that it be 
indefinitely, postponed because a similar bill has passed both 


Houses. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be postponed indefi - 
nitely, in the absence of objection. 

Mr. HAWLEY. From the same committee I back the 
bill (S. 47) to secure the efficiency of the National Guard of the 


different States, and ask that the committee be di from its 
further consideration. A bill onthe subject has the Senate. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be indefinitely post- 


poned. 

Mr. GALLIN GER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
were referred the . bills, reported them severally without 
amendment, and submi reports thereon: 

A bill G R. 9306) granting a pension to Amanda Woodcock; 

A bill (H. R. 1505) granting a pension to Mrs. Sarah A. Aspold; 
an 


d 
A bill 1 R. 4744) to increase the pension of Adam Dennis. 
Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 3472) granting a pension to Laura Barnes, 
cy eal it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon, 
r. NELSON, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3320) to provide a life-saving station at or 
near Point Arena, Mendocino County, in the State of California, 
Te it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 
. MCBRIDE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 7781) to provide an American register 
for the Black Diamond, reported it without amendment. 
He also, the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 2487) providing for the establishment of a quarantine sta- 
tion at or near Astoria, Oreg., reported it with amendments, and 
submitted a rt thereon. 

Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 8190) to provide an American register for 
the bark Ceres, reported it without amendment. 

COURTS IN MISSOURI. 

Mr. HOAR. From the Committee on the Judiciary I report 
back favorably the bill 2 9901) to detach the county of Au- 
drain from the western district of Missouri and to attach the same 
to the eastern district of said State of Missouri. The bill consists 
of only a few lines, and both Senators from Missouri have investi- 

ted the matter and desire its p L ask that it be put on 

ts passage. I call the attention of Senator from uri 
[Mr. COCKRELL] to the bill. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for informa- 


read the bill; and, by unanimous consent, the 
1 as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its considera- 
on. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

INDIAN TRAINING SCHOOL AT FORT BIDWELL, 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Iam directed by the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 152 
to authorize the Secre of the Interior to use Fort Bidwell f 
an Indian training school, to report it without amendment. 

Mr. PERKINS. I ask that the joint resolution just reported 
from the Committee on Indian Aff: be now considered. It will 
take but a moment. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third g, read the third time, and passed, 

* JOHN A. LYNCH. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Iam instructed by the Committee on Mili 

Affairs to call the attention of the Senate to the bill (S. 539) for 


1897. 
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the relief of John A. Lynch, which is a Senate bill that was re- 


ferred to us and favorably. In the meantime a House 
bill comes over and is in our hands upon the same subject. There 
is a difference in the sums of money given in each case, but the 
claimants desire that de e Senate bill and coneur with 
the House in the passage of the Housebill. I report back the bill 
(H. R. 3075) for the relief of John A. Lynch, and ask that it be 
taken up for consideration. ; 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to pay John 
A. Lynch $1,666.49, in full and com sa tion for services 
rendered and expenses incurred and defrayed by him to and for 
the United States at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1861 and 1862. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

EASTERN NEBRASKA AND GULF RAILWAY. 


Mr. ALLEN. Iam directed by the Committee on Indian 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 3555) to amend an act enti 
An act granting to the Eastern Nebraska and Gulf Railway Com- 
pany right of way through the Omaha and Winnebago Indian res- 
ervations, in the State of Nebraska,” by extending the time for 
the construction of said railway, to report it favorably without 
amendment, and as the bill is a mere formal matter I should like 
unanimous consent to put it on its passage now. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It p: to extend the 
time for a period of four years from the 27th day of June, 1897. 

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

f BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. McMILLAN introduced a bill (S. 3570) for the incorpora- 
tion of an association for the mutual and benefit of Gov- 
ernment employees; which was read . 
to the Committee on the District of Colum 

Mr. BAKER introduced a bill (S. 3571) for the relief of Peter 
Heck, alias Louis Heck; which was twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. LODGE introduced a bill (S. 3572) for the improvement of 
the United States Naval Hospital at Chelsea, Mass.; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 


Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (S. 3578) for the relief of John 
W. Arnold; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
n referred to the Committee on Claims. 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GALLINGER introduced a bill (S. 3575) to regulate the 
sale of poisons in the District of Columbia; which was read twice 
BEE Se Oe eee ee ea eee ict of 


um 

Mr. GALLINGER. The bill just introduced is one of vast im- 
portance, as I regard it, to the people of this District. I have here 
a memorial or statement repared icians, 

ical Colum- 
I move that the be referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, an t it be printed as a document for the use of 
the Senate. x 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHANDLER introduced a bill (S. 3576) granting a pension 
to Cara H. Wilson; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3577) providing for the use by the 
United States of devices invented by its naval officers while en- 
gaged in its service and covered by letters patent; which was read 

ce by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WLEY introduced a bill (S. 3578) for the relief of 
William H. Quinn; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. LODGE introduced a joint resolution ‘Ss R. 198) authoriz- 
ing and directing the Commissioner of Labor to institute an inves- 
tigation for the purpose of ascertaining the effect of forei 

tion upon the social, moral, economic, and ind 
conditions of the country; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Immigration. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. LODGE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which was 


referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I submit an amendment intended to be pro- 
ing ee Boris eb! appropriation bill, which I ask may be 
read. I invite the attention of the Senator from Maine iar 
HALE] to the proposed amendment. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 
By Mr. CHANDLER. 


t intended to z 
ithe Secretary of the Nave AON 8 of 
the erection in the table vid D 
lately the tates, to re next session of 


loca 
Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the proposed amendment be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 
UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 


742) to establish a uniform system of The amend- 
ment is the bill which passed the House, with, 
certain proposed amendments printed in an ndix, and with 
an index and some explanatory notes, which will be found highly 
convenient for the Senate when the matter comes up. I that 
it be printed and upon the Calendar with no recommenda- 
tion one way or the other. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, the 
amendment will be placed on the Calendar. 
PRINTING OP BULLETIN ON APICULTURE. 
Mr. PERKINS. I submit a concurrent resolution apd ask 
unanimous consent for its consideration at this time. 
The concurrent resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved the Senate (the House of esentatives conversed). That 
there be printed 20,000 extra copies of No. 1, New Series, Division of 
En tof Agriculture, entitled The Bee: A Manual 
of on in Aj ture, by Frank Benton, M. D., of w number 6,000 
copies shall be for 8 tor the use of the House 

tion by the Secretary of 


of Re tatives, and 2,000 ‘or 
Agriculture” can 


Mr. GORMAN. I suggest to the Senator from California that 
under the rule and the law the resolution must go to the Commit- 


tee on Printi 
The VICE-P. ENT. Under the rule the concurrent reso- 
land that 


lution will be referred to the Committee on Printing. 
F... le 

a similar resolution was passed yesi without reference to an 
committee. However, Lam perfectly willing tolet it beret 
The VICE-PRESIDENT Chair will state to the Senator 


CHICAGO RAILWAY STRIKE OF 1894. 
Mr. DAVIS. I submit a resolution and ask for its present con- 
sideration. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Attorney-General be, and he is hereby, directed to 
— ndence 


transmit to the Senate full ofall hie and other correspo; 
which may have passed between him or office and anv of the officers, 
agents, or attorne: Rock Pacific Railwa: 


of the Chicago, Island Com- 
penx: the Illinois Central Railwa — — the ORAO, Milwaukee and 
r Aa SA aa aien, tering A Chicas thet were isso 
— 55 in godin PISE th industria troubles in the city of Chl 
9 as 
5 h tho' United Beates district 13 at pode or Chicago, ony aaa 
rn re or an tigation 
of suid troubles, batween the ist day of June 1804, and the present date. ny 

Mr. HALE. I should like to have that go over a day, for the 
reason that the Senate yesterday on my motion passed a House 
concurrent resolution that I think covers the same subject-matter. 
Has the Senator from Minnesota examined the House resolution 
which was adopted yesterday? 

Mr. DAVIS. I have not. Let the resolution go over. 

Mr. HALE. Let it go over, and the Senator and I will examine 
that resolution. I think it covers all the ground. 

Mr. DAVIS. Very well. 

3 VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will go over, under 

e rule. 

Mr. DAVIS subsequently said: I ask leave to withdraw the res- 
olution just introduced by me. I think the resolution passed yes- 
terday covers the entire tion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of objection, leave 
will be granted to withdraw the resolution. 

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


Am from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
O. L. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the i- 
dent had on the 18th instant approved and signed the act (S. 1646) 
ee for certain requirements for vessels propelled by gas, 

uid, naphtha, or electric motors. 3 

The message also announced that the President of the United 
States had on the 20th instant approved and signed the following 
acts: 


An act (S. 1448) to withdraw from the Supreme Court jurisdic- 
tion of criminal cases not capital, and confer the same on the cir- 
cuit courts of appeals; 

An act (S. 3050) to validate the appointments, acts, and services 


+ 
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of certain deputy United States marshals in the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes; ; 

An act (S. 206) to provide an American register for the steamer 
Kahului; 

An act (S. 1424) to amend an act entitled An act to amend seo- 
tion 4178, Revised Statutes, in relation to the marking of vessels’ 
names at bow and stern, and also to provide for marking the 
draft,” approved February 21, 1891; - 

An act (S. 1726) to approve and ratify the construction of a 
bridge across the Red River, between the States of Arkansas and 
Texas, at a point above the town of Fulton, in Arkansas, on said 
river, built by the Texarkana Northern Railway Company, but 
now owned and operated by the Texarkana and Fort Smith Rail- 
way Company, and to authorize the latter company to maintain 
as bridge over said waterway, subject to certain stipulations 
and conditions; 

An act (S. 347) to remove the Seg of desertion and grant an 
honorable discharge to Helmuth F. Scckel; and 

An act (S. 1075) for the relief of the heirs of D. Fulford. 

BILL BECOME A LAW. 


The message further announced that the bill (S. 2989) to in- 
crease the pension of Caroline 8. Baker, having m presented 
to the President on the 7th instant, and not having been returned 
by hith to the House of Congress in which it originated within the 
ten days prescribed by the Constitution, it has become a law with- 
out his approval. 


ADELAIDE MORRIS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 757) granting an in- 
crease of pension to Adelaide Morris. 

The amendments were, in line 8, before the word“ dollars,” to 
strike out ‘‘ fifty” and insert ‘‘ twenty-five,” and, in line 9, before 
the word dollars,“ to strike out fifty ” and insert ‘‘ twenty-five.” 

Mr. GALLINGER. In connection with this bill I desire to 
make a statement occupying a single moment. I think it is 
proper that I should call attention to the extraordinary legislation 
which the other branch of Congress is enacting. This bill is one 

of perhaps ten others that have been sent to the other House in- 
creasing the pensions of widows of soldiers, and the House amends 
them by reducing the amount to precisely the amount that the 
beneficiaries are now drawing under the general law. It would 
be better legislation, it strikes me, if the bills were rejected out- 
right, and not to put us to the trouble of appointing conference 
committees on bills of this nature. 

I move that the Senate nonconcur in the amendments made by 
the House of 5 and request a conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the partof the Senate; and Mr. GALLIN- 
GER, Mr. Roach, and Mr. BAKER were appointed. 


MARY W. KEEFE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of resentatives to the bill (S. 905) granting a pen- 
sion to Mary W. Keefe. 

The amendment was, in line 8, before the word ‘‘ dollars,” to 
strike out thirty” and insert twenty.” 

Mr. GALLINGER. This is a bill o precisely the same nature, 
the amount being reduced to the amount the beneficiary is now 
drawing. I move that the Senate nonconcur in the amendment 
ane request a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 

Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to 
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr, Cannon, 

. PEFFER, and Mr. PRITCHARD were appointed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 
BrowninG, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to 
the report of the committee of conference on the disa ing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
9638) making appropriations for the support of the Army for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1898; further insists upon its di 
ment to the amendments of the Senate numbered 8 and 4 to the 
bill; asks a further conference with the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. HULL, 
Mr. PARKER, and Mr. MCCLELLAN managers at the conference on 
the pari of the House. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills; in which it requested the concurrenceof the Senate: 

A bill (H. R.9734) to provide an American register for the bark 
Z. C. Mowatt, of Philadelphia, Pa.; and 

A bill (H. R. 9948) to amend subdivision 10 of section 2288, and 
to repeal subdivision 12 of section 2238 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States, 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

_ The Fe also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President: 

A bill (S. 319) for the relief of telegraph operators who served 


in the war of the rebellion; 


Regiment Infan 


TERM OF POSTMASTERS, 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. Is the morning business through? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there are no further concurrent 
or other resolutions, the morning business is concluded. The 
Senator from New York has addressed the Chair. 

Mr. HILL. I was going to ask the Senate to take up a bill. If 
it leads to any debate at all, I will not press it. It is a bill which, 
if it is to at all and be of any value, of course should pass 
the Senate immediately, in order that it may go to the other House. 

I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill (S. 3514) to regulate the term of office of 
8 reported from the Committee on Post-Offices and 

ost-Roads unanimously. 

The VICE-PRESID. . The bill will be read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill, which had been reported from the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads with amendments. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con- 
sideration of the bill? The Chair hears none, and the bill is before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. The first amendment 
eos by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads will be 
8 $ 

The SECRETARY. After the word “his,” in line 10, section 1, 
strike out ‘‘assumption of the discharge of the duties of his office, 
a record of which shall be kept in the office of the Postmaster- 
General” and insert commission. If he shall be appointed dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate and be subsequently confirmed, his 
term shall commence from the date of his recess commission;” so 
as to read: 

That the term of office of all postmasters hereafter appointed shall be four 

subject to the power of removal or suspension according tolaw. That 

case of a vacancy occurring in the office of a postmaster, occasioned b 
death, removal, resignation, or otherwise, the same shall be filled by appoin 
ment for the unexpired term. 

That the term of office of a ter shall be deemed to commence from 


the date of his on. he shall be appointed during the recess of the 
Senate and be subsequently confirmed, his term shall commence from the 
date of his recess commission. 


Mr. HOAR. Does that come from a committee? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New York asked 
unanimous consent for the present consideration of the bill. It 
was reported by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
The question is on agreeing to the amendment of the committee 
which has been read. z 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think we ought to have at least an oppor- 
tunity to read the bill. When was it reported? 

Mr. HILL. The bill was reported on Monday last. It has 
been on the files. It was unanimously reported from the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and seems to meet with 

eneral satisfaction. I suggest to the Senator that if it is to 
8 a law, it ought to be passed now, in order that it may go 
to the other House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I understand that it makes parempia the 
removal of every postmaster at the end of four years. so, I am 
wa ig opposa to it. 

Mr. . No, sir; it does not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think we ought to have an opportunity to 
look at it. I know only from a casual reading what it proposes. 

Mr. HILL. The bill — fixes the term of the office at four 
years, and there is a general statute which provides that post- 
masters and certain other officials shall hold their offices until 
their successors are appointed, as the acting chairman of the com- 
mittee well knows, 

Mr. SHERMAN. If this bill should become a law, it would 
make a fixed term, and I think unquestionably would repeal the 
existing law. 

Mr. HILL. That part of the bill rad agrees the language used 
in regard to officers who are appointed on the confirmation of the 
Senate. It simply uses the same language. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the bill should be allowed to go over 
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until to-morrow. I may have no objection to it, but I should like 
to examine it. 3 f 

Mr. HILL. My object was simply to facilitate and aid the Post- 
Office Committee in a large number of very troublesome cases. 

Mr. MILLS. Was the bill reported unanimously by the com- 
mittee? 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir; it was reported unanimously. ast 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the Senate will examine this bill 
before the Senator from New York moves to take it up to-morrow. 
It was reported unanimously by the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post- was carefully scrutinized by Senators of both 
politics and all politics, and really no objection seemed to be sug- 
gested toit. It era eg tert that the terms of all postmasters 
shall be understood to be for four years, subject, of course, to the 
power of removal, which necessarily inheres in the Executive. 

There is another provision drawn with care by the Senator 
from New York—— Bt 

Mr. HALE. May I ask the Senator whether that provision 
making a four-year term is intended to apply to all the small 
postmasters throughout the ot: 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is intended to apply to the whole of them, 
the fourth-class post-offices, all the post-offices of the other classes, 
and to the 5 now holding their terms. 

Mr. HALE. t clearly would open field, which covers 
sixty or seventy thousand small post-offices, to a scramble for new 
appointments whenever the four-year term expires. Now, many 
hundreds and thousands of these post-offices are filled by men who 
have occupied the places for years and years to the universal satis- 
faction of the people. I certainly should not be in favor of any 
change in law that opens a scramble every four years in these 


offices. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Icall the Senator’s attention to the fact that 
there is a universal scramble now. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GALLINGER. Very universal. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That is one of the troubles. Whenever poli- 
- tics 88 there is a scramble for the fourth-class post-offices, as 

the President of the Senate knows very well [laughter], and it is 
to prevent this very custom of a partisan inroad upon a new Ad- 
ministration, where there has been a change of politics, for the 
purpose of turning out of their offices all of the postmasters of the 
country, that it is proposed to make the term four years, The 
occupants of the offices may remain in after that term; thereis no 
provision that they shall go out at the end of the term. It seems 
to me, if the Senator from Maine will study this subject and give 
to it his usual acumen and care, he will see that the evil he depicts 
will be less under this proposed law than it will be in March next 
if this bill does not pass. 

Mr. HALE. I am afraid it will be more; but as the Senator from 
Ohio has objected to the consideration of the bill, I suppose it will 
go over. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will go over. 
ELECTRIC SUBWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the joint resolution (S. R. 187) relating to the laying 
of electric subways in the District of Columbia. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Missouri. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of 
the Whole, resumed the consideration of the joint resolution. 

Mr. HILL. I understood that the Senator from New Ham: 
shire [Mr. GALLINGER] desired to speak to-day, and I will 
him whether he does so intend? 

Mr. GALLINGER. I will say, in answer to the interrogatory 
of the Senator from New York, that Ishould much rather vote 
on the joint resolution than to k on it. If the Senate is ready 

' for a vote, I will not take the valuable time of the Senate to make 
a single observation. 

Mr. HILL. Iam not ready for a vote at this particular time. 

Mr. GALLINGER. If the Senator is not ready for a vote, I 
would suggest to him that I am not quite ready to speak, and will 
be glad to have him 855 5 the time this mormor 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I asked the other day for some ex- 
3 of the extraordinary features of this joint resolution. 

yielded the floor the day before yesterday in order that we might 
hear an explanation from the acting chairman of the subcommittee 
po FAULKNER], who yesterday occupied the time of the Senate 

the discussion of this joint resolution. I understood the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire [Mr. GALLINGER] to inform the Senate 
as well as myself that I would receive the benefit of his sugges- 
‘tions, and I anticipated that he would follow the distinguished 
Senator from West Virginia.. He now manifests an anxiety to 
follow me, and it is utterly immaterial at what stage of the pro- 
ceedings I shall further present my views. 

Considerable light has been thrown upon this matter in the dis- 
cussion which has been had, and it has not all been electric light. 
When the committee's report was presented, so far as the Senate 


knew, it was the unanimous report of the committee. It was not 
so stated, but there was no dissent entered at the time. Since 
then I learned, and the Senate has learned, that the Senator from 
Georgia [Mr. Bacon] dissents from the report in fact, although 
not in form; the Senator from Vermont [Mr. PROCTOR]. also dis- 
sents from this report in fact, and the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Martin], also a member of this committee, dissents from this 
report. Therefore we have the fact staring us in the face that 
three able and competent members of the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia di t entirely from the conclusions reached 
in the joint resolution. It therefore deserves most careful consid- 
eration before the Senate shall passit. If the report was unani- 
mous it might well be acted upon immediately, but being a divided 
report substantially, and three of the ablest members of the com- 
mittee—and I say that with all respect to the others—having re- 
fused their assent to the report, adds additional weight to the sug- 
gestions which have been made against the joint resolution. 

Mr. President, I always like to listen to my friend the Senator 
from West Virginia, who speaks entertainingly and well. I regret 
that in some of these District of Columbia matters he is not so 
clear and precise as I should like to have him; but he chooses his 
own style and his own way, and has a right to do so. LIregret that 
the questions I put to him yesterday were answered with a great 
deal of fullnessof s h, but not with that directness that I think, 
in justice to himself, he ought to have given them. In the first 
place, it is difficult to understand from his argument precisely 
what question is here involved. He delineated the beauties of a 
great system that is to be perfected, not this month, not next 
month, but at some time in the future, in the sweet by and 
by;” but he does not tell us when, and what is the precise neces- 
sity for this legislation, what is the existing law, and what is the 
remedy proposed to be applied. 

The Senator said, I thought with some degree of regret and of 
complaint in his tone, that several years when the question 
of electric lighting came up in the courts, the courts decided the 
Potomac Company had no rights in the District of Columbia to 
lay down their pipes. He seemed die earn of Judge Bingham’s 
decision as though it was possibly unfortunate. Mr. President, 
it was unfortunate in one view of the case, not but what the 
decision was right, but it was unfortunate because those who 
were responsible for legislation pertaining to this District had so 
hemmed in and hedged about the one electric-light company that 
it was im ible for any other company legally to get an entrance 
into this District. I asked the simple question who was respon- 
sible for this unfortunate state of affairs—because from my stand- 
point it is unfortunate, iy from the Senator’s standpoint it 
was possibly fortunate—and he simply said, in the way he brushes 
aside in his argument all difficulties Whatever, Why, it was an 
existing law.” Who made the existing law? Congress. Who 
8 it to Congress? The Committee on the District of 
Columbia or the Committee on e 

I start out with 3 at we did find a few years ago 

that the legislation been so manipulated—if I may use that 
expression, and if it is a harsh one I withdraw it—so arranged that 
no other company could possibly get into the District of Columbia 
without some affirmative legislation in its behalf. Of course, if 
the true theory is that a monopoly is beneficial, if the true theory 
is that the less competition in electric lighting in this city the 
better for the District, if it be the true theory that one company 
should have the exclusive right, then the situation was indeed 
perans to contemplate. That ar; ent, however, carried toits 
egitimate conclusion, would vindicate every trust in the United 
States. Thatargument, carried toitslegitimate conclusion, would 
vindicate every syndicate that ever was born. That argument, 
carried to its legitimate conclusion, would vindicate any mo- 
nopoly, no matter how great, which applies to the internal affairs 
of a great city. 

Mr. President, somehow or other, by the course of public opin- 
ion or otherwise, some rights have been given the new electric- 
lighting company. I do not want to say that somebody has been 
holding back all the while; but take this legislation, fragmentary 
as it is, here and there a little privilege squeezed into a statute 
for the benefit of the new electric-lighting company, it is apparent 
that it has been like pulling teeth to get a particle of favorable 
legislation in behalf of the new company and against the existing 
monopoly. The legislation is fragmentary, uncertain in some of 
its language, not a full and completed scheme, but legislation 
which requires the courts to spell out what is intended. 

That was the situation a few years ago. Starting out upon the 
theory that a monopoly is beneficial to the people—when a man 
has worked himself up to that condition of thought—it does not 
require much to go further and to put into the statutes provisions 
which forbid competition. If legislators start out with that false 
and dangerous idea, of course we know what will be the result. 
Until public opinion shall force them to permit competition, they 
will resist it, and naturally from the very best of motives on their 
part, if they are sincere in their views. 
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Some of the mosi respectable men in this nation are engaged in 
trusts—members in good standing in society, members of the 
church, high-toned men, men of means, what is called the 
better element,” business men those you find ready advo- 
cates of trusts. Trus generally. ing, are nothing more nor 

a 


less than monopolies. extent are organized for 
the very p of preventing free competition, and, Mr. Presi- 
dent, they always do it in the all interest of the 8 
What is the usual argument submi year after year in be! 


of trusts? The argument is that in the end they will benefit the 
people; in the end they will reduce prices; in the end they will 
save unnecessary expense in the amie eae br of business; t it 
is easier to run one great large monopoly of an electric- light com- 
pany than it is to run two or three, and, therefore, in the end 
they will give the people cheaper light! That is the argument in 
behalf of all trusts; it is the argument of all the monopolies 
in the country, that in the end they are going to benefit the peo- 
ple, if the dear people will only have patience and wait. Some- 
ow or other the people are an obstinate set, and refuse to wait. 
The people suspect the motives of men who form these combina- 
tions in their interest when they have not asked for them. The 
people naturally look with some alarm upon these 3 
of capital which are seizing all sorts of business in country, 
and so they think trusts oont not to exist; they think that these 
syndicates and trusts should be dealt with by vigorous legislation. 
hen you attempt to do that, there rises up some gentleman who 
says, You are disturbing the business community; you are dis- 
turbing our streets if you want more than one lighting company.” 


How did my friend from West Virginia answer the Aes 
tion, when I N £ substantially, whether it would be 
any great harm if there should be two electric-light companies in 


this city? Did he give me that careful and frank answer whichI 
had a right to erpeak from his ability and generous nature? Oh, 
no. He said, If two, why not a dozen?” That was the argu- 
ment; and Senators are expected to sustain this joint resolution 
on that kind of argument, which, I may say, with all due 
is evading the question, bogging thequestion. Oh, no, Mr. - 
dent, that will not do. ere is reason in all things, or there 
should be. A man has two ears; why should he not havea dozen? 
A man has two eyes; why should he not have a dozen? A man 
has one wife; why should he not havea dozen? To what does this 
argument lead? An i man of limited means may afford 
parhapo to employ two hired girls; why should he not have a 
ozen hired girls? Oh, no; the — . — is ridiculous, with all 
due respect to my friend from West Virginia. It is so absurd that 
it defeats itself. 

Where is there a city in the United States which has 250,000 or 
800,000 inhabitants which is afflicted with simply one electric- 
lighting company, or benefited by only one? My task would have 
been more cult in this discussion if it had not been lightened 
by my friend from West Virginia, because he started out, and the 
committes started out, with the proponon that weought to have 
a monopoly. Monopoly is justifiable; therefore we should have 
but one company; we do not need any more.” The Senator from 
West Virginia, wandering from the real subject, even went so far 
as to say that the committee had done their very best to keep out 
railroad companies; that they had gone as faras they could. 

I should not enter upon that question, because it is not involved 
in this case. Ispoke yesterday of some of my experience. Irecol- 
lect when I was a young member of the eee of New York 
I was then, as now, somewhat disposed toan monopolies. 
A bill was introduced in the 1 ature to compel some large 
street railroad company in New York to extend its tracks alonga 
certain street. I listened to the ar, ents of the mover of the 
bill, who spoke something like this: He said this old 8 re- 
fused to build the railroad in that street, and the bill was to com- 
pel them to do it; the workingmen along this street want to use 
this railroad; the people would be tly benefited by its con- 
struction, and therefore they should have it, but this company 
had announced that it would not doit. Mr. President, I made 
haste to cast my vote for that bill, of course, in order to compel 
the company to build their road on that street. It turned out, 
however, that the bill was really in the interest of the company; 
the bill was a blind; the bill was introduced by the member 
behalf of the company, and was presented in that fashion simply 
to deceive green young legislators such as I then was, I have 
since learned how these things are done. 

The Senator said roar that he recollected one case where 
the committee had compelled the Metropolitan Railroad Company 
to extend their tracks on one street, in pursuance of the t, the 
magnificent policy they had adopted here, but when I asked if 
there was any other case he did not recall it, and my friend, who 
has a good memory, would have recalled it with avidity if there 
had been any other. He could not recollect any. 

Therefore I start out with a different proposition from my friend. 
He starts out with the th that a monopoly is be ; he 
starts out with the theory that we ought to exert all our power to 
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keep this monopoly in power; he starts out with the tion that 
no new electric-light company ought to be admitted into this city 
because they would tear up the streets. We are as far apart as 
the two poles upon this subject. 

What is the next le ition involved here? My friend the 
Senator from West Vir; has been wrestling with this great 
subject of the subway and has given it great consideration, know- 
ing all the while that the other company, the United States Elec- 
tric Lighting Company, was in the city and gradually extendin 
its wires under fa visions put in appropriation bills an 
otherwise by Co: e ə he has been e in assisting 
that company, and pursuing a course which, from his standpoint 
was the proper course to take, he was absolutely in ignorance of 
the fact as to where the United States Electric Lighting Compan 
was incorporated. He said so yesterday. Mr. President, I woul 
have supposed that, having given this subject so much attention, 
having been all these years keeping the United States Electric 
Lighting Company in possession of this monopoly, the Senator 
would have known som about where it had been incorpo- 
rated. I have been looking it up, and I find that it is a corpora- 
tion of the State of West mera, and that while my friend from 
West Virginia has been all this time keeping this corporation of 
West Winia in control of this monopoly, he did not even know 
that it ed from the grand State of West Virginia. Itis simply 
a coincidence—that is all. [Laughter.] It was appropriate that 
my friend should be put . as a sort of champion, if I may 
use that expression, of the committee, and indirectly the champion 
of the other company. 

Now, that co: tion is neither better nor worse because it was 
incorporated in West Virginia. Possibly there was a motive for 
it. I can conceive that the only motive, or perhaps one motive, 
for its inco tion in West Vir, was for the purpose of es- 
caping taxation in the District of 
said we ought to keep out outsiders, That was his argument 
which I read the other CEEP out the Potomac Company in 
Washington, D, G. mat is the corps iuceepore 

m, D. C.—that is the rate ti ted un- 
der the laws of the State of West V i N 

There is another fact which I will state right here, which Colo- 
nel Britton does not even seem to know—that the Potomac Com- 
pan is not an outsider. The Potomac Company is a corporation of 

0 rict, incorporated under the laws of the District, subject 
to taxation in the District, liable to be regulated by the laws of the 
District in every single particular. How far Con, can regu- 
late the li range dees ray Selene Vi is a different uestion. 
What bec ? position already been n that 
Congress can not regulate the price which the United States Elec- 
tric Lighting Company of Washi n, D. O. (but in fact of West 
Virginia) shall charge to private consumers. Congress can regu- 
late the price of the Potomac Company, because it is acorporation 
of this city, It is a corporation of the District. It is subject to 
the laws of the District—subject to change and subject to amend- 
ment. But when it is sought to regulate the price as between 
private consumers and the United States Electric Lighting Com- 
pany you are met with the proposition: Ah, this is a foreign 
corporation; you can not ate it; you can not touch it.” 

In the recent litigation which has been had the United States 
Electric Lighting Company all that it had, besides $150,000 
worth of real estate, about $1,150,000 invested in its plant in the 
District. Tread from the complaint, or the affidavits on which the 
injunction was granted originally. It appears by the answers of 
the oners in the injunction suit that the United States 
Company returned its personal p under the oath of its sec- 
retary as $15,000, and instead of $1,150,000 on its mal property 
it pays taxes only on the $15,000, and pays not a dollar of taxation 
upon its stock. 


This is the company to protect which we must resort to extraor- ` 


dinary legislation to give it a monopoly, to intrench it in the 
monopoly it has 8 , and to keep out of the District the little 
Potomac Company, which has honored the District by incorporat- 
ing under its laws. 

eed I tell the Senate that the general incorporation law of the 
District is sufficient to enable any electric-lighting company to 
organize under it? I stand here to protect the rights of the Dis- 
trict and to protect the rights of the company which is in fact a 
home company—the Potomac Company, the company which was 
organized under the laws of the District, and not the outside com- 

y, which has taken the livery of heaven to serve the devil in” 
by taking tho title of the United States Electric Lighting Com- 

y of Washington, D. C., when in fact it should be the United 

tates Electric Lighting Company of West Virginia. So much 
for the status of the parties. So much for the general situation 
which we are called spon to contemplate when we proceed to 
determine what should be done. 
Yesterday my friend the Senator from Texas [Mr. MILLS 

asked of the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. FAULKNER] wha 
harm it could do to allow one or two companies to come in here 


umbia. But Colonel Britton 


States Electric Lighting Company of 
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